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The recently discovered 760-ounce Ausrox Nugget is the third-
largest gold nugget in existence today. It will be exhibited
at the 2011 Tucson Show. (Photo courtesy The Arkenstone,
Richardson, Texas)
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EDITORIAL
BOB JONES

Cavieing A e Bwaie Senior Consulting Editor
Featuring Deborah Wilson
faertey LYNN VARON

MarZee Tutorials has definitely hit a home run with its DVD “Carving a Jade Bangle”. The Managing Editor
videography is top notch. There is no going in and out of focus on closeups. The lighting is
correct, the closeups show clearly what they are intended to show, the colors are true, and ROBERT BEARD

JIM BRACE-THOMPSON
WILLIAM A. KAPPELE
JIM PERKINS
DIANE PROKOP
KENNETH H. ROHN
STEVE VOYNICK
Contributing Editors

there is no annoying camera shake. It is a pleasure to watch.

The narration and all of the steps are done by Canadian carver
Deborah Wilson. Not only is she a very talented artist, she is perfect
as the narrator for this DVD. Watching her presentation makes you
feel as though you are in her shop and she is talking directly to you.
She is completely natural and relaxed.

There is also one real plus for me: This DVD only shows what you
need to see. | really hate real-time presentations of machine func-
tions. Of course, it is important to see the start of the cut and, some-
times, the end of it, but in between, it is like watching paint dry.

There are seven chapters on the DVD: Materials, Tools, Design of ART
the Bangle, Cutting, Grinding, Sanding and Polishing. The footage MARY ROBERTSON
covers laying out the design, drilling the center cores, cutting the Art Director
rough shape, and grinding, sanding and polishing the piece. At the end is a picture of the
beautiful, completed bangle. If you are in the mood to try such a project, or if you would
just like to see how it is done, | don't believe you can do better than to watch this tutorial
DVD. (2010)

JOE HOWARD
Graphic Artist

—William A. Kappele

PRODUCTION
Look for publisher contact information on the Links page of our CELESTE WEINGARDT

a Web site, www.rockngem.com. = Production and Marketing
Manager

Turquoise: The World Story of a Fascinating Gemstone
by Joe Dan Lowry and Joe P. Lowry

$75.00 ADVERTISING
In 1915, Rio Grande Press published Turquoise: Memoirs of the National Academy of Sciences, BRIAN ROBERTS
by Joseph Pogue. The Pogue book has been the bible of turquoise lovers ever since. It is still Advertising Director

used by dealers, writers and collectors of fine turquoise. Now, thanks
to Joe Dan Lowry, Joe P. Lowry, and Gibbs Smith, Publisher, we have
an excellent in-depth text dealing with this fascinating and histori-
cally important blue gem that is up to date. Turquoise will become
an instant classic and a much-used reference.

The Lowrys, leaders in the business of turquoise, have compiled a
superb 256-page text that covers everything from the mystical quali-
ties and historical use of turquoise right up to modern applications
and the grading and care of turquoise.

The geology and mineralogy of turquoise is explained, along with
the mining of the gem. Lapidary treatment of turquoise is described,
and there is even a chapter that will help the reader identify imita-

SOOK GUMPEL
Advertising Manager

EDITORIAL SUBMISSIONS:
Lynn Varon / Rock & Gem
290 Maple Ct., Suite 232,

Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 644-3824 ext. 29
e-mail: editor@rockngem.com

tions of this valuable stone. The book is illustrated with more than 400 color photographs, ADVERTISING INQUIRIES:
maps and charts. Anyone with even a passing interest in turquoise will find this reference Brian Roberts / Rock & Gem
invaluable. It brings the entire range of turquoise-related subjects under one cover. (2010) 11288 S. Indian Wells Dr.,
—Bob Jones Goodyear, AZ 85338
(623) 327-3525 phone
: | (623) 327-2188 fax
Subscriber Alert! e-mail: broberts@jmillermedia.com
You may be contacted by unauthorized subscription agents asking you to renew your subscrip-
tion. These companies are not authorized to represent Rock & Gem, nor are they affiliated with THOMAS TRIMBACH

us in any way. Please do not give out any personal, payment, or credit card information to these
companies. Rock & Gem will not accept orders from these companies; if you choose to renew
through them, you will likely never receive any issues of Rock & Gem. If the status of your sub-
scription is in doubt, call our authorized subscription service at (760) 291-1549 or e-mail RockAnd JAMES L. MILLER
Gem@pcspublink.com and request a reply. Founder

General Manager
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™) Kingsley North. Inc.

6" Stainless Steel Diamond Grinding/Polishing Unit

This machine, made in the USA for Kingsley North features an all stainless steel construction 18/8 grade, %" stainless
steel shafts with ball bearings. It also has a 1/3 HP, 1725 RPM thermal protected ball bearing motor with rear mounting
plate, complete with a 2 qt. capacity adjustable drip water system with 6 shut off valves, one for each wheel.
Water system mounts are on the back of the machine. Lid has three hold down screws for easy
removal, the shaft is tapped for a %"-20 spin-on polish head at both ends, the machine comes with
only a right had spin on head and features a front drain valve. Features two 6” x
-.‘sr 172" metal bonded 80 and 220 grit diamond grinding wheels, plus four 6" x 1 /2"
' resin bonded diamond wheels, 325, 600, 1200 & 3000 grits. A right hand 6" x
" 20 spin — on polish head, polishing pad and 2 grams diamond compound is
included along with complete instructions, and a 1 year warranty on machine
and motor. Dimensions —26" W x 17" L x 9" H. Ships in two boxes (motor ships
separately) wt. 66 Ibs.
Stock No List  SALE**
1-0674 Stainless 6" Dia. Grinding/Polishing Unit  $1550.00 $1,175.00

o _‘ “Free :ﬁf[){)ﬁnﬁ an Machines nnér - Confinental 48 stafes.

6” Diamond Grmdmg/Pollshmg Unit

Machine made in USA for Kingsley North, has an all metal heavy welded -steel =
construction, ball bearing on a 3/4” diameter shaft. The right hand of the shaft is

tapered to accept a %4"-20 thread spin disc, for easy On/Off polishing (includ-

ed). Widely spaced wheels allow fast easy progression from grind to brilliant

polish. Rear mounted motor plate houses a full 1/3 HP, 1725 RPM commercial duty

motor, auto thermal protected, a belt guard for safety. Comes with a wheel

wetter watering system (you add water to the bottom of the pan and the

water pulsar pumps water to the wheel above). Features two 6" x 1 14"

metal boned diamond grinding wheels 80 and 220 grit, plus four 6" x 1

4" resin bonded diamond wheels 325, 600, 1200 & 3000. A 6" x ¥4"-20 right

hand spin on disc, a 6" polishing pad with felt, polish compound, optional 18 flexible

lamp is available. Overall size: 31 L x 23 W x 14 H. Shipping in two boxes (motor is

shipped separately) weight 66 Ibs.

Stock No List SALE**

1-0646 6" Diamond Grinding/Polishing Unit $1,400.00  $950.00 T Free J'i;ipp:'rgg on Machines m@ - Continental 48 states.

- Call, E-mail, or Mail in for our \
Free Catalogs
All Discounted Prices (i
Lapidary Catalog includes Tumblers & Accessories, Slab/Trim Saws, "Ik PYdan,
Grinders & Polishers, Sphere Machines, Diamond Blades, Wheels, Belts | j E% N,
efc., Jewehy andmgs Beads, Cabochons and much more. s

@ Your Compiete S upp!y House for
- Lapidary, Jewelers & Craftsmen

: 20 ” ' Tools, Supplies and Equipment for Jewelry Manufactunng Caralog Name
sy S | includes Beading supplies, buffs & polishing, mandrels, magnifiers, ph-;
| ers & cutters, ring tools - jump ringer, scales, selting tools, sofdenng§ A?dress
| tools, tweezers and much more! (831'::; .
' On-Line ordering: € ) P
g et www.kingsleynorth.co?ni [ 2010 Lapidary Catalog
Wi E-mail: sales@kingsleynorth.com | O 2011 Jewelry Tools Catalog

ngsley North, Inc.

PO Box 216: Dept 3 Secure on-line ordering: www.kingsleynorth.com
910 Brown Street Toll Free: 1-800-338-9280 « Fax: 1-906-563-7143
Norway, Ml 49870-0216 email: sales@kingsleynorth.com




by G.E. Sommarleld

RAFTSMAN OF THE MONTH

made this collection of 45

sculptures for my wife, an
avid lover of stones,” writes
January Craftsman of the
Month G.E. Sommerfeld.
“Each individual sculpture
is made of a different type
of stone. This collection will
continue to grow as [ find
new and different stones
to sculpt.

“My love of sculpting be-
gan at the age of 12 after
viewing a TV program on
the statues of Easter Island.
I have worked with wood,
bronze and stone. Stone is
by far my favorite medium.

“These small sculptures are prototypes for the larger fine art piec-
es that I design and sculpt. 1 figure out when I do the small sculp-
tures what kind of stone | wish to work with on larger sculptures.
Each stone has a different hardness rating. Some, such as alabaster,
are soft and easy to sculpt; others, like quartz, are so hard that the
process takes much longer to finish.

“The process begins with viewing the stone in my living room
until inspiration arrives. As | relax in the evening, | view the stone
sitting next to me, looking for what's inside waiting to come out.
When the stone finally reveals to me what is hidden inside, then |
disappear into the studio to begin sculpting. | almost always begin
with the nose; this tells me where to put the remaining features of

the face. 1 do not quest for
realism, but wish to design
a piece that will speak to
others on an emotional lev-
el.

“My style includes elongat-
ed facial features with curves
that explore the relationship
between form and emotion.
Each piece evokes a differ-
ent feeling when you view
it. When you hold it in your
hand, you feel the stone’s
energy, combined with the
energy the sculpture evokes.
It is a magical moment.

“A grinding tool with dia-
mond bits is used to sculpt
the stone. The rough sculpture takes between four and eight
hours, depending on the hardness of the stone. The harder the
stong, the longer it takes to sculpt. After the sculpting is done,
the sanding process begins. Sanding takes between eight and 24
hours, depending on the hardness of the stone. | start with 60 grit
sandpaper, then move to 80 and 100 grit. When | get to 120 grit
sandpaper, [ start sanding with water. After 120 grit, comes 220
and then | work my way up to 1500 grit.

“When the sanding is finished, the sculpture is coated with wax.
The flaws in the sanding process cannot be seen until this first coat
of wax is applied. Making the sculpture smooth as silk is a tedious
process, but it brings out the beauty hidden in the stone.” **'

Would you like to be named Craftsman of the Month?
To enter the contest:

« Write a 500-word step-by-step description of how you crafted
your lapidary project from start to finish. Submit an electronic
copy of the story, along with your printed manuscript, if you
are able.

- Take at least one sharp, close-up, color photo of the finished
project. Submit a photographic print or a high-resolution (300 dpi
at 4 inches by 5 inches) digital photo as a .tif or .jpg file on a CD.
(Contact the editor with questions.)

- Send your materials, along with your name and street address

L
\ YO et ]

. \\‘:.-

iy

(required for delivery), to Craftsman of the Month, Rock & Gem magazine, 290 Maple Ct., Ste. 232, Ventura, CA 93003. Submis-
sions will not be returned, so do not send originals. Only winners will be notified.
Craftsman of the Month winners receive a two-speed Dremel Model 200 N/40 MultiPro kit and a wall plaque in recognition of
their creativity and craftsmanship. Winning projects are also posted on our Web site, www.rockngem.com.

8 www.rockngem.com
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“Friendly Servtce Smce 1973
One Fire Mounum Way, DEPT Co12
G I'ItS P SS. OR 97526-2373

Amerlca s Favorite
Beading and Jewelry

Supply Company™

Request your Free full color 452 page

catalog of HOT jewelry-making supplies
Call 1.800.355.2137 or go online
www.firemountaingems.com

You supply
the creativity,
we supply
everything

else!®

Susan L. Crisfield, OR
FINALIST
2009 Jewelry-Making Contest

L\

100 1. (30.4m} .024 In. (.61Mm) dia.
Haordes: FE0- 15D 1%

Fire Mountain Gems
and Beads® 2011
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2010

Las Vegas, NV.................June 4-5-6
Detroit, MI..................July 9-10-11
Franklin, NC........July 22-23-24-25
Spruce Pine, NC....July 29-30-31-Aug. 1
Tucson, AZ.....September 9-10-11-12
Minneapolis, MN....September 26-27
Detroit, MI................October 1-2-3
West Springfield, MA......October 8-9
Asheville, NC............October 26-27
Orlando, FL.........0ctober 29-30-31

2011

Asheville, NC..............January 4-5
Orlando, FL...............January 7-8-9
Tucson, AZ...January 29-February 11

TucSON

m Mall
January 29- February 11

Holiday Inn-Palo Verde/Holidome
February 3 - February 11

Grant Inn on Grant Road
January 29 - February 11

Minneapolis, MN..............April 3-4
Detroit, ML...................April 8-9-10
West Springfield, MA....April 15-16
Orlando, FL........April 29-30-May 1
Franklin, NC...................May 6-7-8
Las Vegas, NV................June 3-4-5

Daes Stwecy 1o Cavmes
Gem & Lapidary Wholesalers, Inc.
859 Petrified Forest Rd.

RO. Box 98 Flora, MS 39071-0098
Ph 601.879.8832 +Fax 601.879.3282
E-mail info@glwshows.com
Website glwshows.com

\NHQLESALE ON7y

Registration and Proof
of Business Required

10 www.rockngem.com

Mark Your Calendan!

HOW DATES

Send show information at least four months in advance to Rock & Gem Show Dates, 290
Maple Ct., Suite 232, Ventura, CA 93003-3517; e-mail: editor@rockngem.com; or use the
electronic form at www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp.

JANUARY 2011

1-31—QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA: Show, “Desert Gardens
International Gem & Mineral Show”; Desert Gardens RV
Park; 1064 Kuehn St. (I-10 Exit 17, south side); 9-6 daily; free
admission; crystals, minerals, rough, polished, jewelry, lapi-
dary equipment; contact Sharon or Sandy, 1064 Kuehn St.,
Quartzsite, AZ 85346, (928) 927-6361; e-mail: info @desert
gardensrvpark.net; Web site: www.desertgardensrvpark.net

7-9—DEL MAR, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem Faire Inc.; Del
Mar Fairgrounds/Bing Crosby Hall, 2260 Jimmy Durante
Bivd.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7 weekend pass;
contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@ gemfaire.
com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com

7-9—FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA: Show, ebead-
shows.com; El Palacio Hotel, 4900 Powerline Rd.; Fri. 10-5,
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; free admission; contact Bob, 849 Sand
Lake Rd., Orlando, FL 32809, (754) 581-6835; e-mail: info@
ebeadshows.com; Web site: www.ebeadshows.com

14-16—GLOBE, ARIZONA: 54th annual show; Gila Co.
Gem & Mineral Society; Gila County Fair Grounds, 3 mi.
north of US 60-70 Junction; Fri, 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun, 9-4;
live demonstrations, door prizes, displays, minerals, jew-
elry: contact Val Lathem, (602) 466-3060; e-mail: val65@
cox.net

14-16—LARGO, FLORIDA: 35th annual show and sale:
Pinellas Geological Society; Largo Cultural Center, Parkside
Room, 105 Central Park Dr., one block east of Seminole
Blvd.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; free admission; club
displays and sales, cut gems, silver and gold jewelry, wire
wrapping, beading, cabochons, mineral eggs, rocks, miner-
als; contact Hugh Sheffield, (727) 894-2440

14-16—SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem Faire
Inc.; Sonoma County Fairgrounds/Grace Pavilion, 1350
Bennett Valley Rd.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; §7 week-
end pass; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail:
info @ gemfaire.com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com

14-16—SARASOTA, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox
Productions; Municipal Auditorium, 801 N. Tamiami Tr. (Hwy.
41); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry, beads;
contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203,
Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox@
comcast.net; Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.com

15-16—DELAND, FLORIDA: 40th annual show and sale;
Tomoka Gem & Mineral Society; Volusia County Fairgrounds,
Tommy Lawrence Bldg., Rte. 44; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults
%4, children 12 and under free; lapidary, jewelry, demonstra-
tions, supplies, fine jewelry, gems, minerals, fossils, draw-
ings; contact Florence Mordguist, (386) 788-5702; e-mail:
fndesign@aol.com

15-16—FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS: 42nd annual
show, “Hill Country Gem & Mineral Show™; Fredericksburg
Rockhounds; Pioneer Pavilion, Lady Bird Johnson Municipal
Park; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; contact Jeff Smith,
208 Castle Pines Dr., Kerrville, TX 78028, (830) 885-9630;
e-mail: jeffbrenda@windstreram.net; Web site: www.freder
icksburgrockhounds.org

21-23—HILLSBORO, OREGON: Show; Gem Faire Inc.;
Washington County Fairgrounds, 873 NE 34th Ave.: Fri. 12-6,
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; §7 weekend pass; contact Yooy Melson,
(503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@ germfaire.com; Web site: www.
gemfaire.com

21-23—ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox
Productions; Coliseum Ballroom, 535 4th Ave. N; Fri. 10-5,
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry, beads; contact Frank Cox
Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL 34236,
(941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox @comcast.net; Web site:
www.frankcoxproductions.com

28-30—REDLANDS, CALIFORNIA: Annual symposium;
Mineralogical Society of Southern California Micromounters;

San Bernardine County Museum, 2024 Orange Tree; give-
away tables, mineral sales, silent and live auctions, speak-
ers, field trip; contact Eugene Reynolds, (714) 697-4435,
or Dr. Robert Housley; e-mail: rhousley @its.caltech.edu; or
Gene Reynolds; e-mail: garquartzman @ hotmail.com

28-30—SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem Faire
Inc.; Marin Center/Exhibit Hall, 10 Avenue of the Flags; Fri.
12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; §7 weekend pass; contact Yooy
Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info @gemfaire.com; Web
site: www.gemfaire.com

29-30—PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA: 20th annual show,
“Panama City Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show", Panama City
Gem & Mineral Society; Bay County Fairgrounds, American
Legion Bldg., US Hwy. 98 (15th St.) and Sherman Ave.; Sat.
9-5, Sun. 9-4; free admission; door prizes, gems, miner-
als, fossils, beads, jewelry, lapidary arts, wire wrapping,
exhibits; contact Joseph Schings, 224 Collinfurst Square,
Panama City, FL 32404, (850) 871-1846; e-mail: mojo3002@
comcast.net

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2011

27-12—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Show; Eons Expositions LLC;
600 22nd St., northeast corner of 1-10 and 22nd St.; 9-7
daily; free admission; minerals, fossils, rough, gems, jewelry,
amber, meteorites, contact Lowell Carhart, 7514 Antelope
Meadows Circle, Peyton, CO 80831, (516) 818-1228; e-mail:
lowellcarhart@ yahoo.com; Web site: www.22ndStreetShow,
com

28-13—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Show; ColorWright; Color-
Wright Warehouse, 1201 N. Main Ave.; 10-6 daily; free admis-
sion; cutting and carving rough, slabs, cabochons, gemology
equipment, fossils, fossil preparation equipment, Covington
lapidary equipment, new Highland Park slab saws, books,
jewelry; contact Rob Kulakofsky, 1201 N. Main Ave., Tucson,
AZ 85705, (520) 792-1439; e-mail: rk3@ color-wright.com;
Web site: www.rglshow.com

29-12—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Show, “Arizona Mineral &
Fossil Show"; Martin Zinn Expositions; The Hotel Tucson
City Center (formerly InnSuites), 475 N. Granada; 10-6
daily, final day 10-5; free admission; more than 400 deal-
ers, Artists’ Gallery, four locations, free shuttle; contact
Martin Zinn Expositions, P.O. Box 665, Bernalillo, NM
87004-0665; e-mail: mzexpos@aol.com; Web site: www.
MZEeXpos.com

29-12—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Show, #Arizona Mineral &
Fossil Show™; Martin Zinn Expositions; The Mineral & Fossil
Marketplace, 1333 N. Oracle Rd.; 10-6 daily, final day 10-5;
free admission; more than 400 dealers, four locations, free
shuttle; contact Martin Zinn Expositions, P.O. Box 665,
Bernalillo, NM 87004-0665; e-mail: mzexpos @ aol.com; Web
site: www.mzexpos.com

29-12—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Show, #Arizona Mineral &
Fossil Show™, Martin Zinn Expositions; Quality Inn-Benson
Hwy., 1025 E. Benson Hwy.; 10-6 daily, final day 10-5; free
admission; more than 400 dealers, four locations, free shut-
tle; contact Martin Zinn Expositions, P.O. Box 665, Bernalillo,
NM 87004-0665; e-mail: mzexpos @aol.com; Web site: www.
MZEexXpos.com

29-12—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Show, “Arizona Mineral &
Fossil Show"; Martin Zinn Expositions; Ramada Ltd., 665
N. Freeway; 10-6 daily, final day 10-5; free admission;
more than 400 dealers, four locations, free shuttle; contact
Martin Zinn Expositions, P.O. Box 665, Bernalillo, NM
87004-0665; e-mail: mzexpos@aol.com; Web site: www.
MzZexpos.com

31-6—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Wholesale show; Arizona
Global Gem & Jewelry; The Hotel Arizona, 181 W. Broadway;
Mon. 10-6, Tue. 10-6, Wed. 10-6, Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat.
10-6, Sun. 10-6; contact Ron Swanson, (520) 396-4469;
e-mail: ron @aggjs.com; Web site: www.aggjs.com

continued on page 22
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Tucson's 1st Annual

22nd Street Show

Minerals, Fossils, Rough, Gems, Jewelry
AUTETA  Thurs, Jan-27 to Sat, Feb-12
w Northeast Corner of

- 1-10 & 22nd Street

®» FREE PARKING ®» Wholesale & Retail
» Lowest Booth Fee = Space for 400 dealers

www.22ndStreetShow.com

DENVER COLISEUM SHOW
SEPTEMBER 14-18, 2011

Minerals, Fossils, Rough, Gems, Jewelry

Denver’'s Largest &
Most Attended Show

» Free Parking ®» Wholesale & Retail
% Free Entrance » Lowest Booth Fee

To Apply Call Christine at (516) 818-1228
www.DenverColiseumShow.com
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AUSTRALIA'S

AUSROX
GOLD

ROSIE GLOW PHOTOVAMES ROGERS FHOTOGRAPHY

The Ausrox gold nugget is the third largest specimen that is still in existence. Other large
nuggets have been found, but have not survived intact.

The World’s Largest Privately Owned Gold Nugget

Story by Bob Jones

f you plan on going to the Tucson Gem & Mineral Show™ in February 2011, you'll

be able to see an amazing 23.26-kilogram gold nugget from Australia. In the avoir-

dupois system of weights, that's 51.279 pounds. It would be a challenge just to lift the

piece! It ranks as the third largest nugget in existence and the largest in private hands!

The stary of this amazing gold nugget, a true cloak-and-dag-
ger tale, comes to us courtesy of three fellows who were directly
involved in buying and preserving this umque Australian gold
nugget: Rob Sielecki and Andy Comas of the Australian firm
Ausrox Gold and Rob Lavinsky of The Arkenstone in Richard
son, Texas! The current owners of the gold nugget, the Pinnacle
Collection, also gave permission to introduce this amazing gold
specimen to our readers. All these folks were directly involved

12 www.rockngem.com

in buying and preserving this unique Australian gold nugget
from being melted down for bullion, They all deserve a huge
“thank you” for their efforts in saving this natural prize from
the smelter!

The story begins in Apnil 2010, when a small group of part-time
prospectors working with metal detectors in the Eastern Goldfields
near Kalgoorlic, Western Australia, got the thrill of a lifetime: strong
signals from something that was buried beneath their feet! A fren
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Rob Sielecki and Andy Comas, of the Australian firm Ausrox Gold, were instrumental in saving the 51-pound Ausrox gold nugget from being
melted down for bullion.

zied 2-foot dig brought to light this amazing nugget, the third larg-
est nugget to be found in recent history.

That's when the real cloak-and-dagger story began. What would
you do if you suddenly came into possession of a gold nugget
weighing 748 troy ounces? | know what | would do: I'd keep my
mouth shut! Seriously, what would you do? You'd have to find
some trustworthy party to help you market the nugget. The pros-
pectors did just that, but it took some time!

Naturally, a gold find that big didn't stay unknown for long. Ru-
mors began to circulate and finally reached the ears of Sielecki and
his partner, Comas. Sielecki has a branch office of his Melbourne
business, Crystal Universe, in Perth, Western Australia. Perth is
about 400 miles from Kalgoorlie and Crystal Universe is the larg-
est museum and natural history gallery in Australia. That made
Sielecki a logical person for the prospectors to contact.

In late June 2010, he received a phone call from one of the lucky
prospectors. Negotiations began, and Sielecki and Comas did their
best to convince the owners not to melt the nugget down. Gradu-
ally, the gold owners came to trust the partners enough to make
a secret nighttime drive the 400 miles from Kalgoorlie, a lovely
Victoria-age gold mining town, to Perth, bringing the nugget with
them in a bag. When they took the bag out of the car, the weight
of the gold caused the handles on the bag to break! The bag was
opened for Sielecki and Comas to see what they had been seeking.
This event is best described in Sielecki’'s own words:

“We went to a back room and he unpacked the nugget—and
we were truly blown away. The field photos we had received
earlier really couldn't prepare you for the impact the nugget
makes. Also, the nugget was far more three dimensional than
could be seen in photographs.”

January 2011

The largest gold nuggets still in existence
are:

© The Hand of Faith 874 troy ounces, found in Victoria, Aus-
tralia, in 1950; now resides in the Golden Nugget Casino, Las
Vegas, Nevada

@ The Normandy, King of the West 819 troy ounces, 1995,
near Kalgoorlie, Western Australia; a gift of the Newmont
Mining Corp. to the Australian government, displayed at the
Perth Mint

© The Ausrox 748 troy ounces, 2010, in the private Pinnacle
Collection

Sielecki adds, “Actually picking the piece up is quite amazing and
surprisingly difficult given gold's dense dead weight. Even [though |
aml experienced in handling gold, it is still startling!”

After negotiations, a deal was struck for Sielecki and Comas to
buy the nugget. The bargain was sealed with a “handshake and a
word of honor”, as Sielecki said, and he was given possession of
the nugget. Sielecki describes what happened after the deal was
made:

“After we agreed to the purchase, my partner, Andy, and 1 then
packed the nugget in a strong, large briefcase with wheels and
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ATUSTRALIAS AUSROX GYOLD funpe:13

TOP: Western Australia is home to some of the rich-
est gold mines in the world, including the Kalgoorlie
Super Pit.

CENTER: The Ausrox nugget came from the remains
of an ancient alluvial deposition of nugget gold locat-
ed in the Pinnacles Desert in Western Australia.

BOTTOM: A typical metal detector like this one was
used to find the deposit that yielded the nugget.

went to one of our favorite restaurants to
celebrate. ... We had to wheel the nugget
up some stairs and the strain was evident to
the maitre d’, who actually said the classic
line, That looks heavy. What have you got
in there, gold?”

Later, Sielecki and Comas took the gold
to a bank where they had reserved a safety
deposit box. But the gold was so big the
box wasn't big enough to hold it, so an-
other hour was spent finding a larger safety
deposit box. You would think all the serious
problems were now solved. Wrong! Ac-
cording to the terms of the negotiation, the
miners would melt the nugget down if it
didn't sell soon, so a buyer had to be found
without delay.

Luckily, Lavinsky, a major mineral dealer
from Texas and a friend of Sieleki, was visit-
ing in Australia. He had a customer who
he thought would buy the nugget. Con-
versations ensued and funds were quickly
arranged so that this amazing gold nugget
could pass into private—and, at this point,
anonymous—hands.

Sielecki had one final comment on how
this whole transaction went down: “[Wle
were proud to say that this deal was actu-
ally initiated and carried through the old-
fashioned way, with a handshake and word
of honor. All parties are proud of the fact
that we pulled it off!”

The Ausrox Nugget went on display be-
ginning Oct. 21, 2010 at the Museum of
Victoria in Melbourne, Australia. It will be
temporarily taken off display to be shown
at the Tucson Gem & Mineral Show Feb.
10-13, 2011, then returned to the Museum
of Victoria.

Plans are also in the works for the nugget
to be displayed at the 2011 Munich, Ger-
many, show in late October and early No-
vember. After that, it is scheduled to go on
display at the Houston Museum of Natural
Science in Texas.

Editor's Note: Rock & Gem is grateful to
Rob Lavinsky, Rob Sielecki, Andy Comas,
and the owners of the Ausrox Nugget,
known as the Pinnacle Collection, for per-
mission to bring this exclusive article to our
readers. Be sure to see this golden marvel
at the Tucson Show or when it goes on dis-
play in Houston. **
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2011 ARIZONA MINERAL
& FOSSIL SHOW"

JAN. 29 - FEB. 12

daily 10 -6
4 Easy to Find Locations in TUCSON!

- Quality Inn - Benson Hwy. 3
1-10, Exit 262, Northeast corner of Benson Hwy at Park

- Hotel Tucson City Center
(formerly InnSuites) 475 N. Granada Ave., at St. Marys

-Ramada Ltd. - Downtown
665 N. Freeway, at St Marys

- Mineral & Fossil Marketplace
1333 N. Oracle, at Drachman

450 Outstanding dealers from around the world with the best minerals & fossils in TUCSON!
Free Admission - Free Parking - Wholesale - Retail - Free Shuttle Bus to all 4 Locations

Make your first stop at the Quality Inn - Benson Hwy.

for exceptional buys from great dealers!!

QUALITY INN DEALERS INCLUDE:

Alaska Garnet Mines Farid Gems & Minerals Pawar Exports

Axinite PM - Russia GemRocks International Inc. Poona Minerals

Changshashi HongChun Gem & Minerals  Gillani Enterprises Primme Minerals India

Chen Xiao Jun China Minerals Great Wall Mineral Museum Quality Minerals

Chinar Agro Traders Guilin Jumbo Mineral Shop Ramos Minerals S.R.L.

Chunual Nathalal & Sons HongLin Museum-Fine Chinese Minerals Riveria Gems & Minerals

Club “Mineral” Russia Huan Qiu Crystal Mineral Museum Sakura Gems Trading Co.

CT Minerals Hunan Sinophile Mineral Museum Savoie, Pierre

Dai’s Rock Shop Hunan Vital Mineral Museum Shicheng Mineral & Jewelry Exhibition Hall
Dashu Rare Stone Jay Gems and Minerals Starlight Mines

Dazhong Crystal Mineral Museum Jinan Chinese Mineral Trading Co., Ltd. Stoneworld Litd.

Deccan Minerals Inc. Madagascar Specimens Tan Li Mineral Firm

Earth-Love Marble Arts Vinogradov, Aleksey

Earth-Love Minerals Mineral Decor XiaoXiang Crystal Mineral Museum
Efimenko, Alexandr/Tolchinsky, Grigoriy Mineral Kingdom Ltd., The Yaying Mineral Showing & Sales Museum
Ethiopian Opal Moldavite/T.W. Designs Yi Ja Yi Mineral Precious Stone Shop
Exotic Minerals of Russia National Minerals

Plenty of parking at Quality Inn - Benson Hwy.!

Martin Zinn Expositions, L.L.C., P.O. Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004
Fax: (303) 223-3478, mzexpos(@aol.com, www.mzexpos.com
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CABSTAR

PROFESSIONAL @&

.

CabStar dop sticks are ergo-
nomically shaped, machined
from solid aluminum bar for g T
a hifetime of use. Designed best ... CabStar
to be used with \
CA instant
glues, or stan-
dard dop wax.

As featuved in
June 2010

Shop Talk Column
af Rock&Gem!

SET OF THREE SMALL DOP STICKS
3/16", 1/4”, and 3/8" dia. ........ $19.95

SET OF THREE LARGE DOP STICKS
1/2", 5/8”, and 3/4” dia............ $22.95

SET OF ALL SIX DOP STICKS
3/16" thru 3/4” dia. ..................839.95
For check or money order purchase. send
the amount of purchase plus $7.95 S/H.
Make check or money order payable to:
Arc Precision LLC.
Please allow 3 weeks delivery.
Or go to www.cabstarpro.com
for quicker delivery.
U.S.A. orders only at this time.
Inquiries: cabstarpro@yahoo.com

CABSTAR PROFESSIONAL
24760 Ulysses CT NE, Isanti, MN 55040

B&J ENTERPRISE

Rock Shop Specializing in
Silver & Gold Jewelry, Gemstone &
Glass Beads and Unique Gifts

etirement Sai
iquidation Sale

FROM 15 to 50% OFF

THIS IS OUR LAST YEAR TO SELL IN
QUARTZITE, AZ AT PROSPECTORS
PANORAMA .

WE WILL BE OPEN JAN 3°P
UNTIL FEB 28™, 2011

We have a large selection of STERLING
SILVER FINDINGS, GOLD FILLED FIND-
INGS, PEARLS, BEADS, INLAY STERLII\L&
READY TO WEAR JEWELRY, FINE 14K
JEWELRY, NECKLACES, BRACELETS,
EARRINGS . ROCK ITEMS SUCH CANDLE
HOLDERS AND MUCH MORE. WE HAVE
A VERY LARGE SELECTION OF CABO-
CHONS, AND GREAT GEMSTONES.
Watch batteries, tools and slab and rough
rock. complete liquidation.

106 East “B” Street (Hwy 30)
P.O. Box 84, Rainier, OR 97048
(503) 556-2543
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by William A, Kuppele

Leaverlets

ne of the first mineral names [ learned

when | started collecting rocks was
“leaverite”. If you have ever done any rock
collecting, you have walked over tons of
this material and may even have brought
some home, because much of it is very
pretty. Of course, we all know that leav-
erite is simply rock that is not suitable for
lapidary purposes. It may not take a polish
or it may crumble when it is sawn. If we
had realized what it was, we would have
done what the name asks us to do: “leave
‘er right” where you found ‘er.

Well, 1 brought a lot of it home then, and
I still do. I'll bet a lot of you do, too. | said
it is considered by most as unsuitable for
lapidary use, and in many cases it is, but
since | hate to throw away anything that
is pretty, | set out to find a way to use it.
I wanted to make cabochons, and this is
hard to do with a rock that is full of frac-
tures, soft spots, and holes. Fortunately, |
had one of those Eureka! moments. | real-
ized that opal cutters had been doing what
I needed to do for ages. They cemented a
clear quartz cap to a thin slice of opal—not
because the opal was leaverite, but because
the color or fire in that piece of opal only
existed in a thin layer and would disap-
pear if the stone was cut into a dome. They
called the resulting two-layer cabochon a
“doublet”. At times, when the opal slice was
too transparent or translucent, they would
cement on an opaque backing piece and
called the result a “triplet”. Shazam! | was
ready to make “leaverlets”,

If you would like to try some, here are
a few tips to make your life easier. As you
cut your thin slice, small pieces may fall off
at fracture lines or soft areas may crumble.
This can usually be avoided by applying a
liberal amount of cyanoacrylate to the face
of the rock. This will hold everything to-
gether until the cap is cemented on. If you
are planning on making a triplet, the back-
ing piece can be cemented onto the face
before you begin the cut.

The cap can be cut into the cabochon
shape either before or after you cement
it to the slice. 1 have always cut my caps
separately, but | can't see how it could
make much difference. My biggest prob-
lem, when I started doing this, was what to
use to cement the caps on. | tried epoxy,
cyanoacrylate, Duco lacquer, and several
other things. All of them glued the cap on

all right, but the bubbles between the piec-
es drove me crazy. | finally came across an
ultraviolet setting cement that was designed
for fixing broken drinking glasses, putting
the handles back on cups, etc. It worked
like a charm.

The beauty of this stuff is that it does
not set until it is exposed to UV light,
either from a handheld UV lamp or just
good old sunlight. This allows you to
move the cap around and even remove
it until it is placed right and the bubbles
have all been squeezed out. | didn't use
a UV lamp, but just took the cab out into
the sun for a few seconds. | have cabs
around that 1 made 10 to 15 vears ago,
and they are still crystal clear and stuck
tight. This cement can be found at places
like Ace Hardware and is found under the
name of Loctite or Duro Clear Glass Ad-
hesive. It comes in a small syringe, which
holds enough for a mess of 30 millimeter
by 40 millimeter cabs and only costs a
couple of dollars.

One final tip: If you are just trying this for
fun, you might want to use plain window
glass for your dome instead of the much
more expensive clear or optical quartz. If
you don't have any around, a local glass
company will probably give you a ton of
cast-off pieces to play with. *"

Please feel free to send
your questions and com-
ments about any of my
columns to Shop Talk,
25231 Pericia Dr., Mis-
sion Viejo, CA 92691 or
quappelle@cox.net.
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NEW STOCK
BRAVO GEODES

CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICING

Toll-Free 1-877-533-7153
P. (915) 533-7153 F. (915) 532-0244

TUCSON SHOW

ROUGH MATERIAL & CABOCHONS

Crazy Lace

Fantasy Jasper

Coyamito Agate

Mookaite

SHOWS 2011

Tucson, Arizo
1. TEP, Tucson
(outside Tent #1
2. Tucson Gem & |
Convention Cent:

cabs ¢ beads * mex
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What It Means for Jewelry, Mining and Specimens

ust 18 months ago, when

gold was selling for $800
per troy ounce, metal-market an-
alysts were debating whether its
price would ever top $1,000. As
of late September 2010, gold has
topped $1,300 per ounce and
those same analysts are wonder-
ing whether the price will ever
again drop below $1,000.

Today's four-figure gold prices make me
think back to 1972 when | spent a summer
sluicing gold out of an Alaskan creek. At
the end of the season, 1 kept an ounce of
nuggets and sold 11 ounces of grains and
flakes. Although gold had not yet formally
become a free-market commodity at that
time, speculation had already driven its price
to $120 per troy ounce. Accustomed to the
former fixed price of $35 per ounce, | was
quite elated to sell 11 ounces of raw placer
gold for $1,000. But gold prices have since
increased more than tenfold and, looking
back, | wish that I still had that gold today.

Gold prices of $1,300 per troy ounce are
a record high, but only in terms of numer-
ical-dollar value. The economic high price
actually came in 1980, when gold surged
above $800. Adjusting for inflation, that
$800 of 1980 has the purchasing power of
$2,300 today.

But the 1980 gold market has little com-
parison with today's market. The record
price of 1980 was a “spike” driven only by
speculation, rather than by supply and de-
mand. And because that spike lasted only a
matter of days, it had virtually no effect on
the mining and jewelry industries.

18 www.rockngem.com

Story and Photos by Steve Voynick

Most of the supply of new gold specimens today comes from specimen mines, which are encouraged by high gold
prices. They are financially risky, specialized operations, however, and are few and far between.

Today, however, gold has remained
above $1,000 for an entire year. Because
these four-figure gold prices reflect true
market supply and demand, they are hav-
ing a big impact on everything from the
mining and jewelry industries to the market
for gold mineral specimens.

While gold-mining companies and gold
investors are obviously pleased by high gold
prices, that’s not the case with jewelers and
gold-jewelry manufacturers. Sales of new
gold jewelry, which account for 70 percent
of total annual gold demand, have declined
by one-third during the past 18 months.
One reason is that the global economic re-
cession has substantially reduced disposable
personal income. Another reason that is of
particular concern to the jewelry industry is
that gold may be beginning to price itself out
of the mainstream jewelry market.

Although consumers have not been buy-
ing much new gold jewelry lately, they cer-
tainly have been selling their old jewelry.
Gold buyers run full-page newspaper ads
that offer “top prices” for old, broken, or

out-of-style gold jewelry. And the gold-buy-
ing business has been booming, thanks to
recession-ravaged customers eager to con-
vert their old gold jewelry into cash.

High gold prices are also calling attention
to the precious metal relationship between
gold and platinum. Since the 1920s, plati-
num has almost always been valued sub-
stantially higher than gold. When the price
of gold was fixed at $35 per troy ounce, the
same amount of platinum was selling for
about $100. When gold prices soared dur-
ing the 1970s, so did platinum prices, thanks
to booming industrial demand for automo-
tive catalyst, those tiny grains of platinum or
palladium in automotive catalytic converters
that reduce exhaust pollution.

But since the 1970s, gold prices have
been slowly catching up to those of plati-
num. Gold actually overtook platinum
briefly in 1994 and again in 2008. And at
$1,300 per troy ounce, gold is once again
close to platinum’s $1,520 per troy ounce.
Many metal-market analysts believe that
gold prices have the potential to surpass

Rock & Gem
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those of platinum within the next few years
and to remain higher over a prolonged pe-
riod, a scenario that could change the pub-
lic's perception of precious-metal jewelry.
Jewelers are already wondering how con-
sumers might react should platinum jewelry
become more affordable than gold jewelry.
Some believe that the distinctive appeal of
yellow gold would endure, even at higher
prices; others, however, suggest that the
relative affordability of platinum could lure
many jewelry buyers away from gold.

Today's four-figure gold prices reflect sig-
nificant shifts in market supply and demand.
Despite lagging jewelry sales, short-term
gold demand remains strong as low interest
rates continue to turn investors away from
paper securities and toward gold coins and
bars. Meanwhile, long-term demand is also
projected to remain strong because even-
tual economic recovery promises to boost
jewelry sales. Continued global population
growth and the rapid emergence in China
and India of large consumer middle classes
with hearty appetites for gold jewelry are
also expected sustain high demand.

But the future supply of gold is not nearly
as bright. About 40 percent of our annual
gold supply comes from central-bank bul-
lion sales and recycled scrap (old jewelry,
dental gold, and reclaimed industrial forms).
Both of these supply sectors are expected
to remain fairly steady. The bulk of our an-
nual gold supply, however, amounting to
60 percent, comes from mine production,
and that is falling sharply.

Historic gold-mine production peaked in
2000, when the world’s mines turned out
100 million troy ounces (3,110 tonnes) of
gold. But global annual mine production
has since plummeted to only 75 million
troy ounces (2,400 tonnes), a decline of 25
percent in the last 10 years.

During this time, the output of every ma-
jor gold-mining nation has declined, with
one exception: China. Chinese production
has more than doubled from 4 million troy
ounces (124 tonnes) to 9 million troy ounces
(280 tonnes). But even though China, which
is now the world’s leading gold producer,
will further increase its production over the
next decade, it cannot make up for the sharp
production declines in other nations.

The United States is among those nations
whose gold production is falling. After set-
ting a record 11.7 million troy ounces (364
tonnes) of gold in 2000, US. gold-mine
output has since fallen to less than 7 million
troy ounces (218 tonnes), a drop of 40 per-
cent. But this does not mean that domestic
gold-mining companies are hurting. Thanks
to soaring gold prices, the value of the U.S.
gold production, despite its recent decline
in volume, is now at an all-time high—more
than $9 billion per year.

January 2011

MICHAEL BONDANZA JEVWELRY

High gold prices are not pleasing jewelers, who are uncertain how consumer tastes in precious-metal jewelry
might change if gold prices should overtake those of platinum.
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As gold prices have risen, public interest in the yellow metal has renewed. Thls mterest is reflected in the record
number of tickets that were sold at U.S. gold-mine tour sites in 2010.

In this era of four-figure gold, this 25-troy-ounce nugget from the Klondike River in the historic Klondike Mining
District in Canada’s Yukon Territory could easily sell for $60,000.
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The ERA of “Four-Figure” Gold from page 19

To capitalize on today’s high gold prices,
virtually all mines worldwide are working
at capacity levels. Nevertheless, production
continues to fall because of the inverse,
cyclical relationship that exists between
gold prices and gold exploration. When
high gold prices generate big profits, min-
ing companies spend millions exploring for
new deposits. And when low gold prices
limit or negate profits, exploration is the
first expense to be cut.

Many of today’s gold mines are exploiting
deposits that were discovered during the late
1970s and "80s, when profits from relatively
high gold prices underwrote an exploration
rush. But because flat gold prices through-
out the 1990s discouraged exploration,
older mines are continuing to close and few
new mines are coming online.

Backed by today’s record profits, mining
companies are once again funding explora-
tion activities and have already discovered
several new deposits. But mine develop-
ment takes at least 10 years. Also, most fu-
ture mines will exploit increasingly low-grade
ores, some containing just 0.005 troy ounces
of gold per ton, meaning that more than
500 tons of ore will have to be mined and
processed to recover a single ounce of gold.
Considering declining future ore grades,
along with additional mine closures, world
gold production will probably never again
approach the record levels of 2000, at least
not with conventional mining methods.

Thanks to today's four-figure gold prices,
small-scale and recreational gold mining
are booming. Gold claims, small mines, and
properties in historic gold-mining districts
are selling for record prices, and with good
reason: the profit potential in small-scale
gold mining has never been higher. High
gold prices have also revived some of the
intrigue and romance of the yellow metal,
as reflected in the record number of tick-
ets sold during 2010 at gold-mine tour sites
across the West.

And high gold prices have already im-
pacted the market for gold mineral speci-
mens. With gold-specimen prices at all-time
highs, many collectors are thinking twice
about acquiring gold specimens, while
more dealers are promoting specimens as
“good investments”.

Four-figure gold prices clearly impart a
new relevance to the financial aspect of
collecting gold specimens, which must not
be confused with such conventional gold-
investment forms as coins and bars. Gold
mineral specimens are unique items with
values based primarily on mineralogical in-
terest, rarity, and aesthetic appeal, and only
secondarily on gold content. That means
that gold mineral specimens are really an
investment in one’s ability to assess a speci-
men's overall collector appeal. Acquiring
gold specimens as financial investments de-
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The direction of moﬂern g_c_vld mining is toward fewer,
large, open-pit mines exploiting very low-grade ores
that yield relatively few collectible gold specimens.

Today's high gold prices make even previously neglect-
ed, low-grade ores profitable, so historic gold-mining
districts are receiving new exploration attention.

mands a thorough knowledge of specimens
and the intricacies of the specimen market.

Gold mineral specimens can be appeal-
ing from the investment standpoint because
their value always exceeds that of their
contained gold, a factor that some collec-
tor-investors equate with financial leverage.
Small nuggets, as an example, are generally
worth twice the value of their contained
gold, while larger nuggets—especially those
with unusual origins, histories or shapes—
are worth even more. And fine lode speci-
mens of crystallized gold-in-quartz can eas-
ily sell for five or even 10 times the value of
their contained gold.

Another investment appeal of gold min-
eral specimens is the unusual relationship of
their value to gold prices. While specimen
prices tend to rise quickly with rising bul-
lion prices, they remain more or less stable
when bullion prices decline, thus providing

some degree of protection from a weak
bullion market.

The downside to acquiring gold mineral
specimens as a financial investment is poor
liquidity. Gold coins and bars are readily
convertible to cash, but gold mineral speci-
mens can be sold for full value only to a
limited number of other collectors.

The literal “golden age” for the production
of fine gold specimens occurred more than
a century ago when a host of small under-
ground mines worked vein-type, high-grade
gold deposits. But not many high-grade gold
mines operate today, and relatively few fine
lode-gold specimens are recovered from
modern, low-grade, open pit mines. The di-
rection of the gold-mining industry toward
fewer large mines that exploit lower-grade
ores does not offer great promise for the fu-
ture supply of gold mineral specimens.

Most new gold specimens today come
from specimen mines. While today’s high
gold and gold-specimen prices certainly
encourage specimen mining, the mines
themselves are financially risky, specialized
operations that are few and far between.

Although today’s high prices are dis-
couraging some low-end buyers, high-end
collectors continue to acquire fine gold
specimens. Anticipating a tight future sup-
ply, some collectors believe that the time
to acquire gold specimens is now, as they
may never again be this affordable. If so,
then gold mineral specimens, when wisely
selected, will indeed amount to a solid fi-
nancial investment.

Like the metal itself, the statistics of gold
are intriguing. Through 2010, an estimated
5.3 billion troy ounces (165,000 tonnes) of
gold have been mined throughout history.
About 85 percent of this gold, or 4.5 billion
troy ounces (144,000 tonnes), is still in exis-
tence. According to the World Gold Council,
52 percent exists as jewelry, 17 percent as
publicly held investment coins and bars, 18
percent as central-bank bullion reserves, and
13 percent as fabricated industrial forms.
This is enough for everyone alive on earth
today to have just over 0.6 troy ounce.

When discussing gold in terms of millions
of troy ounces and thousands of tonnes, a
visual perspective can be both interesting
and helpful. One tonne (metric ton) of
gold, which contains exactly 32,150.72 troy
ounces, will occupy a cube measuring just
15 inches on a side. Yet its value, based on
the current market price of $1,300 per troy
ounce, amounts to $41.8 million.

Looking to the future, most—but not all—
analysts agree that four-figure gold prices
are here to stay and could even rise sub-
stantially during 2011, perhaps surpassing
the $1,600 level. This might be a good time
to take another look at those gold mineral
specimens you've been interested in before
their prices really go up. "
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BelOMO 10x Triplet Loupe

World’s most popular loupe!

10 times magnification ratio

3 achromatic optical lenses bonded together
Larger viewing area than most loupes
Focal distance: 1.1 inch

Linear field of view: 0.67 inch

Size: 1.564x 1.1 x 0.98 inch

Weight: 2.1 oz.

Distributed in North America by US Geological Supply
http://www.belomo.us

belomo@usgeologicalsupply.com
877-4BelOMO (877-423-5666)

Amateur Geologist

Supplies for the recreational
geologist and rockhound

Books - hundreds of titles - most at 30% off
Estwing rock hammers and tools
Loupes - BelOMO & Bausch & Lomb
Geology maps & charts

Educational rock & mineral collections
Hardness pick sets

Vests with pockets galore

Ultraviolet lights

Rock tumblers |
Rockhound stuff for kids '
Novelties \

Discounted internet prices!!!

www.amateurgeologist.com
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JAN. 14, 15, 16
JAN. 21, 22, 23
JAN. 28, 29, 30

FEB. 4, 5, 6
FEB. 11, 12, 13
FEB. 12 & 13

FEB:. 18, 19, 20
FEB: 25, 26, 27

MAR. 4, 5, 6
MAR. 11, 12, 13
MAR. 18, 19, 20

(503) 252-8300
info@gemfaire.com

www.gemfaire.com

“America’s marketplace

for fine jewelry,

gems, beads, crystals,
and treasures from
around the world.”

GEM

FAIR

2011 SCHEDULE

DEL MAR, CA
SANTA ROSA, CA
HILLSBORO, OR
SAN RAFAEL, CA
ROSEVILLE, CA
SANTA MONICA, CA
SAN DIEGO, CA
SANTA BARBARA, CA
COSTA MESA, CA
DEL MAR, CA
PLEASANTON, CA
HILLSBORO, OR

Last First
Address
City State Zip

Complete and bring

this coupon for one
FREE admission.

Must present original coupon. Photocopies not accepted.
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Show Dates fom page 10

FEBRUARY 2011

1-28—QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA: Show, “Desert Gardens
International Gem & Mineral Show"; Desert Gardens RV
Park; 1064 Kuehn St. (I-10 Exit 17, south side); 9-6 daily;
free admission; crystals, minerals, rough, polished, jewelry,
lapidary equipment; contact Sharon or Sandy, 1064 Kuehn
St., Quartzsite, AZ 85346, (928) 927-6361; e-mail: info@
desertgardensrvpark.net, Web site: www.desertgardens
rvpark.net

4-6—ROSEVILLE, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem Faire Inc.;
Placer County Fairgrounds, 800 All America City Blvd.; Fri.
12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; §7 weekend pass; contact Yooy
MNelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info @ gemfaire.com; Web
site: www.gemfaire.com

10-13—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Show, Tucson Gem &
Mineral Society; Tucson Convention Center, 260 S. Church
St.; Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $10,
seniors and active military S2 off Fri. admission, children
under 14 free with adult; contact TGMS, P.O. Box 42588,
Tucson, AZ 85733, (520) 322-5773; e-mail: tgms@tgms.
org; Web site: www.tgms.org

11-13—SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem
Faire Inc.; Santa Monica Civic Auditorium, 1855 Main St.;
Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7 weekend pass; contact
Yooy Melson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail. info@ gemfaire.com;
Web site: www.gemfaire.com

12-13—MERRITT ISLAND, FLORIDA: 34th annual show,
“Symphony of Gemstones"; Central Brevard Rock & Gem
Club; Kiwanis Island, Merritt Island Causeway; Sat. 10-5,
Sun. 10-5; adults §3, children 12 and under free with adult;
demonstrations, silent auction, exhibits, grand prize, lapidary
supplies and egquipment, gemstones, jewelry, beads, rocks,
minerals, hourly door prizes; contact Ray Huntington, (321)
799-8536; e-mail: bdewey @cfl.rm.com

12-13—0AK HARBOR, WASHINGTON: 46th annual
show, “Sweetheart of Gems”; Whidbey Island Gem Club;
Oak Harbor Senior Center, 51 SE Jerome St; Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 9-4; contact Keith Ludemann, (360) 675-1837; e-mail:
rockd @whidbey.net

18-20—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem
Faire Inc.; Earl Warren Showgrounds/Exhibit Hall, 3400
Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; §7 weekend pass;
contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info @ gemfaire.
com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com

18-20—SARASOTA, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox
Productions; Municipal Auditorium, 801 N. Tamiami Tr. (Hwy.
41); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry, beads;
contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203,
Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox@
comcast.net; Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.com

18-27—INDIO, CALIFORNIA: Show, “Riverside County
Fair & National Date Festival"; San Gorgenio Mineral & Gem
Society; Riverside County Fair & Mational Date Festival,
Gem & Mineral Bldg., 46-350 Arabia St.; 10-10 daily; adults
§8, seniors $7, students $6, children free; 16 dealers, 108
lapidary display cases, lapidary demonstrations, geode
cutting and sales; contact Bert Grisham, 1029 M. 8th St.,
Banning, CA 92220, (951) 849-1674;, e-mail: bert67 @
verizon.net

19—UPPER MARLBORO, MARYLAND: 21st annual
show; Southern Maryland Rock & Mineral Club; The Show
Place Arena, 14900 Pennsylvania Ave.; Sat. 10-5; admission
83, children 6 and under free; vendors, minerals, fossils,
gems, original jewelry designs, exhibitors, demonstrations,
faceting, bead stringing, wire wrapping, gold panning, chil-
dren's crafts, door prizes; contact Michael Patterson, 11000
Thrift Rd., Clinton, MD 20735, (301) 2974575; e-mail:
michael patterson @pgparks.com; Web site: www.smrme,
orgfindex.html

19-20—ANTIOCH, CALIFORNIA: Show; Antioch Lapidary
Club; Contra Costa Fairgrounds, 1201 W. 10th St.; Sat. 10-5,
Sun. 10-5; adults $3, children 12 and under, active military
with 1D, and Scouts in uniform free; jewelry, gems, findings,
supplies, tools, auction, grab bags, exhibits, demonstrations,
kids' projects; contact Brenda Miguel, 800 Bluerock Dr.,
Antioch, CA 94509, (925) 301-6957; e-mail: brenda.miguel @
yahoo.com; Web site: www.antiochlapidaryclub.tripod.com

19-20—MESA, ARIZONA: Show, "2011: Rocks From
Heaven”; Apache Junction Rock & Gem Club; Skyline High
School, 845 S. Crismon Rd.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults
§3, students $1, children under 12 free; vendors, jewelry,
gemstones, cabochons, rocks, minerals, fossils, beads, find-
ings, lapidary equipment, lapidary supplies, silent auction,

continued on page 32
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The
“Show of Shows”

Gn Jueson
FHoliday Ynn/Folidome

February 3 thuTFebruary 1, 2011

Worldwide Exhibitors Showing in the
Meeting Rooms ~ Pavilion
Ballroom ~ Suites

For More Information Contact
Gem & Lapidary Wholesalers, Inc. = PO. Box 98 Flora, MS 39071-0098
Phone: (601) 879-8832 » Fax: (601) 879-3282 « E-Mail - info@glwshows.com « www.glwshows.com



5¢h Annual

Tucson Electric Park

Jan. 28 - Feb. 13, 2011

Open Daily 9:30am to 5:30pm

Cabs - Slabs
Jewelry - Beads
Lapidary Supplies
Fossils « Wire Wraps
Rough Rock * Minerals
Faceting Rough

e Wholesale & Retail
2| nesson tcttc panc Acres of Free Parking
H : l | Demonstrations - Food Court
Ajo é 1+ |
HWRE Dry Camp Area ($10 per Day)
/o{'@n? = %
. “otg e}
St e i - Dealer Day January 28th!
If you are an exhibitor at one of the other Tucson shows, come see our

vendors before your own show begins!

Location: Kino Sports Complex
2500 East Ajo Way, Tucson 85713 We are open Friday, January 28th from 9:30am to 5:30pm.

enooRS 2012 SHow EXPANSION!
PAY ONLY IF YOU HAVE A GOOD SHOW!
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RV Gem Show

(A juried Rock, Gem & Jewelry Show)

Come see what our exhibitors have to offer!

Ancient Graveyards Leeds Jewelry S & S Gold & Diamond
Art McCollum Minerals Lovelasses S & S Lapidary

Aspen Rock & Gem Love’n Life Designs Shu’ s Minerals

C & N Rocks & Gifts Madagascar Gemstones Silver Hill Creations
China Hollow Picture Rock Naturals from the Earth Silver Streams

CJP Gems None Such Minerals Slab’ em and Cab’ em Inc.
Colorstone Gemworks Amazing Rocks STPGM

CRS Grippers Oceanic Linkways Sungem

Days Past Rocks & Fossils One of a Kind Jewelry/ Tucson Bead

Dreaming Down Under Designer Cabs Turquoise Owl
Freedom Art Opal Art Australia Wade’ s Wood & Rocks
Gerald & Joy’s Rock & Gifts  Red Sky Minerals William Fencil Co.

H & I Lapidary Revelations in Stone Woodward, Mike
International Gem Hunters Rimrock Gems Wrap-N-Rock Gems
J2B2 Rocks & Equipment Rockaju Rock Art & Jewelry Zahara Gem & Jewelry
John Cline Crafts Rocks West Zippy’ s Rocks

Kai’ s Cabs & Slabs Runnin Boar Minerals

Show location: Kino Sports Complex, 2500 East Ajo Way, Tucson 85713
Adjacent to the well know “Tucson Electric Park Gem & Mineral Show”

VENDO“S‘- 2012 SHOw EXPANSION!

20’'x 20" Tents or 10’x 20" Booths
only $1,750 each!

2 weeks « 3 weekends
RESERVE Now! PREMIUM LOCATIONS AVAILABLE!

Parking Lot Tents Lapidary, Gem & Jewelry Tent
« 20"x 20" Tent on a 500 square foot space  « 10’x 20" Booths
« Located in parking lot just south of show « Juried tent show. No crafts, clothing, “trinket:

M

» Tents have 4 covered sides « Four 8’ tables included
« Electricity is $150 additional « Electricity included
» Overnight security » 24 hour security

PAY ONLY IF YOU HAVE A GOOD SHOW!
Phone: 800-983-0133 Email: teprv.gemshow@yahoo.com



What Is a
“"Ps ammop]u] e

These Rock Collectors
Delight in the

Smallest Specimens

Story and Photos by Rich Huck

ince my early childhood, rock collecting
has been an important hobby to me. As
a native of St. Louis, | have spent many hours
searching for fossils in the dolomite and limestone

According to the article “What Is Sand?”, by Thomas |. Hopen
twww sandcollectors org/What_is_Sandx html of the International
Sand Collectors Society, “sedimentologists define sand as a loose,
rounded to angular rock fragment of mineral grain. These grains
are particles liberated by the mechanical disintegration of parental
rock, shell or shell fragments (also coral or coral fragments), or
chemical precipitates (evaporates or oolites) occurring in nature
and distinguishable by the naked eye. A sand sample can be de
scribed in terms of grain size, color, compaosition, durability, sever-
ity of weather conditions, transport distance from its site of origin,
and physical sorting by wind or water.”

Hopen states that there are three main categories of sand. min-
eral sands, formed by the breakdown of rocks; biogenic sands,
composed of the remnants of shells, corals, or other living organ-
isms; and precipitated sands, formed from solutions.

Particles of sand range in size from 0.0025 inch to 0.079 inch.
Larger grains than these are called “gravel”, while smaller particles
are called “silt". Sand is gritty when rubbed between the fingers,
while silt feels like flour. There are five categories of sand according
to the Wentworth Particle Size Classification System:

Very Fine (0.0025 inch—0.0049 inch in diameter)
Fine (0.0049 inch—0.010 inch)

Medium (0.010 inch—0.020 inch)

Coarse (0.020 inch-0.039 inch)

Very Coarse (0.039 inch-0.079 inch)
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Sand collecting can be a fascinating aspect of the mineral collecting hobby.

of eastern Missouri, as well as for Missouri Lace
agate in the Ozark Mountains. However, there is
another facet of rock collecting that is not well

known: sand collecting!

| hke to Iteep my saml samples in o d ﬁlm amsters that are carefully laheled mth
the collection site.
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These angular igneous grains were found at a beach in Hawaii. Unfortunately, the
friend who gave them to me did not record the name of the beach.

b I ; ’ :] '-' * ; ; I Ye :
The beach sand | collected at Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, consists of polished, angular  This mixture of mineral and biogenic sands from the Irish Sea north of Dublin, Eire,
grains of clear, milky and rose quartz in a variety of sizes. has grains of quartz, jasper, and igneous materials, and pieces of shells and corals.

Sand s available in infinite
varielies in every counly, stale

and country. Most often, sand is " i .

composed of quartz grains, with Stones are prlm0fd1a| matter. Sa nd IS matter
or without fragments of silt, pul-

verized shells and coral, or rock . g ; .

such as feldspar, obsidian, diorite, ground by the infinity of time. It makes one mindful of
granite, glauconite, etc. Some

sands are deposited by running . . ’

water, while others are depos: €ternity. Sand is matter, which has been transferred and
ited by wind action. If the grains

have been recently weathered . -1 -]

from quartz crystals in granite has almost become I’QUld and Sp’r'tual

or gneiss, they will be angular in

shape; geologists call this type of Author Unknown
sand “grus’, while in the construc-

tion business it is called “sharp Source: www.sandcollectors.org/What is Sandx.html

sand”. These angular grains are

the preferred type of sand for

making concrete or for loosening

clay soils in gardening. Other grains that have been transported got its name from the glass industry associated with the St. Peters
long distances by water or wind will be rounded. Sand from some  formation. It is interesting to note that, in certain areas of 5t. Louis
formations, such as the St. Peters Sandstone formation in eastern  County and St. Charles County, this same formation lies under-
Missouri, contains a very high percentage of pure silica and has  ground. The Laclede Gas Co., of St. Louis, has drilled into the
been used for many years for making glass, Crystal City, Missouri,  formation and pumped natural gas into it for storage.
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ABRRSIVE, GRIT
¢ POLIOH

100% VIRGIN

SILICON CARBIDE
STRAIGHT GRADED
30 - 1200 GRIT

TIN & CERIUM OXIDE
PLASTIC PELLETS
CORN COB
WALNUT SHELLS
MOUNTED STONES

EXCELLENT PRICES
OUTSTANDING SERVICE

CALL FOR PRICE LIST
jesco products, inc.

1-800-422-GRIT

ORDER 24 HRS A DAY @

www.jescoproducts.com
email: jesco@jescoproducts.com

0 0 06 0 0 oI

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1986

Please call us for our
; FREE COLOR CATALOG!

WE TRAVEL TO AFRIGA & BRAZIL TO BRING
YOU THE BEST, DIRECT FROM THE SOURCE!

2011 SHOW SCHEDULE

TUCSON, AZ
January 30th - February 11th, 2011
The Pueblo Gem & Mineral Show
The Riverpark Inn (formerly the Pueblo Inn)
350 S. Freeway, Tucson, AZ 85745

SEATTLE, WA
March 2011
International Gem & Jewelry Show
Seattle Center Exhibition Hall and NW
Rooms, Booth #701
299 Mercer St., Seattle Wa 98109

SAN MATEO, CA
April 2011
International Gem & Jewelry Show
County Event Center - Expo Hall, Booth #700
2495 S. Delaware Street, San Mateo, CA

WE TRAVEL DIRECT TO TANZANIA

We're displaying a wide variety of faceting rough,

cabhing rough, cut gems, mineral specimens
& polished Brazilian quartz objects!

New Era Gems
14923 Rattlesnake Rd., Grass Valley, CA 95945
cALL us ToLL FRee 1-800-752-2057
(530) 272-1334 rax (530) 272-2985

email: neweragems@hotmail.com
www.neweragems.com
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“Psammophi] e" ? fompage 27

“Arenology” is the study of sand, and
“arenophiles” (from the Latin word areno-
sus, meaning “sandy” or “gritty”) or “psam-
mophiles” (from the Greek word psammos,
meaning “sand”) are hobbyists and scien-
tists who collect and study sand. Sand can
be easily collected from streams, dunes,
sand bars, spits and beaches. | like to use
old film canisters for my collection, each
labeled with the location where the sample
was found. | have collected many samples
myself, while others were given to me by
friends. The samples are fascinating when
viewed through a microscope.

I particularly like collecting sand from
sand dunes. Dunes are fascinating. It is in-
teresting to just close your eyes and listen
to the tinkling sands as they are blown by
the winds. Dunes are never stationary, but
always moving. They are referred to as “ae-
olian” deposits, which means “wind blown”,
and they can be found along shorelines,
along stream courses in semiarid regions,
where sandstones have deteriorated, and
in areas of glacial outwash. They are found
in the areas of the Great Lakes, marking
both present and past shorelines. A stream
in a semiarid region varies greatly in vol-
ume due to floods, and at dry times, great
expanses of the stream bed are exposed to
wind action. Thus, dunes are found along
the leeward sides of the Platte, Arkansas
and Missouri rivers.

The Sand Hills region of Nebraska cov-
ers almost 24,000 square miles. White
Sands, New Mexico, is the world’s largest
gypsum sand dune field, covering approxi-
mately 275 square miles. Dunes are longer
on the windward side, where the sand is
pushed up the dune, while the “slip face”
on the leeward side is shorter. A “slack” is
the trough between dunes. An area cov-
ered by extensive dunes is called a “dune
field”, while a large dune field is called an
“erg”. Dry inland regions contain the largest
complexes of dunes, which are associated
with former lake or sea beds. The shapes of
dunes vary and can be described as cres-
centic, linear, star, dome, parabolic, longitu-
dinal or reversing. They provide homes for
highly specialized plants and animals, some
of which are endangered and/or rare.

Beaches, too, are fun places to collect.
Most people at the beach do their share
of “beachcombing”, which mostly consists
of collecting shells. Beaches are defined
as coastal deposits of debris that lie above
the low-tide limit in the shore zone. They
are transitory features. Though beaches are
sandy, they may also consist of cobbles,
pebbles, shells, mud, or a combination of
these. The Pacific Ocean beaches in Oregon
and Washington are well known for the ag-

The sands from Daytona Beach, Florida, consist of
clear, angular quartz grains.

sists of ground-up coral and shell fragments and is an
example of a “biogenicsand”.

The dunes at White Sands, New Mexico, consist of tabu-
lar grains of gypsum that precipitated out of a solution
and were blown there from a dry lakebed.

e J i .
Beach sand from Nadi in the Fiji Islands contains well
rounded and highly polished quartz grains.

Rock & Gem
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Sand from Nebraska’s Sand Hills shows mostly dear,
rounded quartz grains, with some igneous materials.

From Blackpool, England, on the Irish Sea, came these
angular grains of clear and milky quartz, with some
“clusters” of quartz grains.

Afriend collected these grains of angular and rounded
quartz, along with angular pieces of limestone from
the Valley of the Kings in Luxor, Egypt.

The sands at Waikiki Beach in Hawaii contain both an-
gular and rounded grains of milky quartz.

January 2011

ates found on them. Beaches are composed
of different parts. The “beach berm” is the
area located mostly above water, depend-
ing upon the tide, and is actively influenced
by the waves of the tides. A “crest” exists
at the top of the berm, while the “face” is
the area leading from the crest down to the
water. A “trough” often exists at the bot-
tom of the face, and seaward of this you
may find “longshore bars”. Due to the
waves caused by severe storms, there may
be older crests, called the “storm beach”,
farther inland. Farther back still, there may
be dunes, if there is enough wind.

Being a trout fisherman, I have always
loved streams. | keep several old film can-
isters in my fishing vest for collecting sand
while fishing. Whether they are small, inter-
mittent creeks or large rivers like the Missis-
sippi, the collecting can be great. A stream
is defined as a flowing stretch of water con-
fined within banks and a bed. The water
for streams can come from springs, rain
run-off, or melting snow and ice. At times
of flood, the flood plain of a stream can ex-
pand greatly, and then be reduced signifi-
cantly during dry times. A dry flood plain
becomes a great location for wind-blown
sands to accumulate and form dunes, as
previously mentioned.

For viewing, | simply put a small sample
of grains (perhaps Y4 inch in radius) on a
microscope slide and view it through the
eyepiece. When viewing sand through a
microscope, it is best to use lighting that
shines onto the sand from above rather
than from below. If it is illumined from
below, you will see the silhouettes of the
grains, but miss the colors. Sometimes, de-
pending on the composition of the sample,
it might be better to use a black or white
opaque card rather than a glass microscope
slide, with lighting from above.

The photographs accompanying this ar-
ticle were taken at 1.5.0. 200 through a
microscope at 100X magnification. They
are all samples of mineral sands, except
where noted. Each of the samples shown is
unique in its own way and each shows the
diversity found in a common, natural sub-
stance few ever think about—unless you're
a psammophile like me!

Sand collecting is a fascinating haobby.
For more information, visit the Web site of
the International Sand Collectors Society,
www.sandcollectors.org. | would appreciate
receiving any sand samples readers might
wish to send me. A small film canister or
a baggie full, marked with the location at
which the sample was collected, would be
greatly appreciated. Please mail it to Rich
Huck, 16243 Fullerton Meadows Dr., Wild-
wood, MO 63011,

GEODES
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- Guaranteed Hollow Whole Geodes
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(309) 335-6740
sand@maplecity.com

COLLECTORCABZ.COM
Hand Crafted Cabochons
HALF-OFF /

All Cabochons _—"
For the Holidays!

Agates * Jasper * Ohio Flint

./4c£,é 3 ?&,c‘d

i, {719) 633-1153

3 3250 N Storie Avel 3
q‘“.‘ Ccelorado Springs, CO 80

‘Ppo MPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE

W@le will SOON havel
“a NEW catalog! 1‘1}

é

Send fo % ur catalog of lapidary suppli

silversm: pplies, jewelty boxes & trays, i |

mounungsfq‘!@lj‘q findings. 1
e

29



A Whole World of Fine
PEARLS

All Kinds of Better Natural Stone

BEADS

"
> All Sorts of Calibrated Better

GEMSTONES

Uu:fufjf:wcfry & HL’rlsfing

TOOLS

www. StachuraWholesale.com
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DISPLAY

STANDS

Free Catalog

For Eggs, Geodes, Fossils,
Meteorites, Spheres, Shells
Slabs, Rocks and more. BUY
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Sylmar Displays
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New Haven, CT 06525-0726
203 393-1059
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Color Catalog
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by Steve Voumick

OCK SCIENCE

Navajun Pyrite

yrite’s affordability, availability, aesthetic

appeal, and superb crystal development
put it among the most collectible of all min-
erals. Pyrite (or iron disulfide), the most
abundant sulfide mineral, occurs worldwide
in countless localities. Fine specimens come
from Peru, Bolivia, Australia, and the United
States, but many collectors believe that those
with the brightest luster, sharpest edges, and
most perfect cubic form come from Nava-
jun, a tiny village in northeastern Spain.

Archaeologists have recovered Navajun
pyrite crystals as individual cubes and as
decorative mosaics consisting of hundreds
of inlaid crystals from 1,000-year-old cul-
tural sites. Although Navajun pyrite was
first described in detail in mineralogical lit-
erature in 1910, it remained little more than
a mineralogical curiosity until commercial
collectors and dealers began marketing
specimens in the late 1960s.

Unlike most pyrite specimens, which
crystallize directly from hydrothermal solu-
tions in vein-type environments, Navajun
pyrite formed through the low-grade meta-
morphism of sedimentary rock. During
the late Jurassic Period—some 140 million
years ago—the Navajun region was a warm,
coastal floodplain that supported a profu-
sion of life. Over millions of years, marine
sediments accumulated into thick forma-
tions consisting of alternating strata of sand-
stone, limestone and marlstone, a type of
calcareous clay rich in organic matter.

Eventual burial to a depth of 2,500 feet
subjected these strata to elevated pressures
and temperatures of about 400 degrees F,
and subsequent low-grade metamorphism
produced an altered marlstone consisting
mainly of clay, calcite, and quartz-based
sediments. This metamorphism also pro-
duced conditions that favored the growth
of remarkable pyrite crystals.

With an abundant supply of iron from
the inorganic sediments and sulfur from
the organic remains, pyrite crystals grew in
profusion. Their exceptional development
and uniform dissemination throughout the
marlstone matrix indicates that metamor-
phism was followed by a long, slow period
of cooling that optimized crystal growth.

Much later, tectonic stresses uplifted this
region and surface erosion eventually ex-
posed the pyrite-rich strata of altered marl-
stone. The Navajun pyrite deposit consists
of three steeply inclined marlstone strata,
each measuring 6 to 10 feet thick and
having different degrees of oxidation and
pyrite-crystal morphology.

Navajun pyrite occurs as isolated, single
crystals and groups of intergrown crystals,
both with nearly perfect development. Dur-
ing the metamorphism of the marlstone stra-
ta, tiny, evenly disseminated pyrite particles
apparently acted as seeds for the slow growth
of larger crystals. Even in clusters, many in-
dividual crystals appear to have grown from
common seed particles. These crystals range
in size from 0.05 microns (a micron is one-
millionth of a meter) to nearly 8 inches. The
pyrite habit is almost exclusively cubic, with
small octahedrons appearing only rarely on
the corners of the cubes.

The extraordinary crystal development of
Navajun pyrite is also partly due to unusual
chemical purity—more than 99 percent
iron and sulfur. The few impurities present,
mainly trace amounts of nickel, cobalt, sil-
ver and gold, are not enough to significantly
maodify the basic cubic structure.

The smooth, mirrorlike crystal faces with
few striations indicate nearly perfect inter-
nal crystal lattices. Because of the combina-
tion of high chemical purity and “textbook”
crystal structure, Navajun pyrite has excep-
tional chemical stability and resists atmo-
spheric oxidation much better than pyrite
from other localities. Mineralogists prefer
Navajun pyrite for studying the chemistry
of pyrite oxidation.

Navajun will certainly remain a classic
pyrite locality. Collectors will continue to
acquire Navajun specimens not only for
their aesthetic appeal and superb crystal
development, but for purity and unusual
metamorphic genesis. "

Steve Voynick is a sci-
ence writer, mineral col-
lector, former hardrock
miner, and the author
of books like Colorado
Rockhounding and New
Mexico Rockhounding.
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LASGO DIAMOND PRODUCGTS, ING.

: EXCELLENT QUALITY AND COMPETITIVE PRICING ON U.S.
.~ MADE DIAMOND CARVING TOOLS, CORE DRILLS, DIAMOND
SLITTERS, DIAMOND POWDER, AND MUCH MORE ...

LASCO DIAMOND PRODUCTS MANUFAGTURES DIAMOND TOOLS IN A WIDE
VARIETY OF SHAPES AND SIZES, IN GRITS RANGING FROM 40 - 600.

D20 TR100 Ti100 CC22 P80 CLR1 CL1 B20 K2 F45 EL44 W22 BW1

DIAMOND SLITTER
AVAILABLE SIZES:
7/8" RIM SAW
7/8" FULL COAT
1-3/8" RIM SAW

BW8 ICR22 CL85 F100 CL95 CLR95 B60 Diamond Slitter

NEW MICRO ULTRA UNLEASH YOUR CREATIVITY!
CARVING MACHINE Your own imagination and Lasco’s U.S.

Made Diamond Carving Tools are all you
need to create stunning works of art.
Our diamond tools work great on all
types of stone, metal, and wood. There
are no limits to what you can create.
For more information, or to request a
free catalog, please call us at (800)
621-4726 or (818) 882-2423, or Fax
us at (818) 882-3550.

l.‘ESED LASCO DIAMOND PRODUCTS SEE US ON THE WEB AT

G050 Cariggs v ZAB PO Bax AB57* Chistewart, CAO1SY] o0/ WWW.IBEC0MIamDNE. GaMm/gracuets

Come see us in Tucson, AZ Jan. 29th - Feb. 13th in the Sonoran Room at the Executive Inn on Drachman. Can't wait
for the show? Shop online and use coupon code: TUCSON at checkout and receive 20% off your entire order.
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C LO S E QO UT

Fine quality gems at hqmdation prices!

FACETED & CABOCHON STONES
CEYLON SAPPHIRE, pastel color, blue, pink, green, 2.50 - 2,75 mm princess ................ 3 pc for $8.00
BLACK STAR SAPPHIRE, cabochon, fine quality, 8x6 mm oval $10.50 each
RUBY, Burma, nice calor, 2 mm round ..5pcfor$3.25
TANZANITE, blue, AAA, beautiful cut, 3 mm round brilliant ........ ....$18.00 each
SPINEL, Burma, pink, fine cut, 2 mm round .. : ...§299each
BLACK SPINEL, (black diomond subst.), ﬁne cuI 2 mm round bnlllcm‘r ..... $0.90 each
SIVER TOPAZ, fine cut, 3 mm round brilliant cut, $0.75 each, 6§ mm round ... ... 53.60 each
SKY BLUE TOPAZ, fine cut, 3 mm round .. $2.00 each
AMETHYST, dark purple, fine cut, 3 mm, round brilliant cut ........... .51.25
CITRINE, gold color, fine cut, 6x3 mm marquise % $1 99 each

GARNET, red, fine cut, 4 mm round
RHODOLITE GARNET, fine cut........ 4 mm round, trillion $2. 50 eoch

10 pes for $7.50
..... 2.5 mm, round $.80 each

HESSOMITE, 3 mm, round brilliant, root beer color, ... 7 .. §1.75 each
MEXICAN OPAL, fine cut........ orange, 4xé mm oval $3.00 each vellow ?x5 mrmn oval, $2.99
ZIRCON, Cambodia, with a hint of blue beautiful 2 mm round .. 50.50 each
HELENITE, volcano stone, fine cut 5 mm rounds, red, blue, or green ..., $3.00 €0Ch
TOURMALINE, cabochon, pink........ round, 4 mm $3.50 each ... round., 5 mm $5.40 each
Visit us at
www.midlandgems.com
BURMA JADE & MAW SIT SIT
ROUGH Huge selection!
Gemstone Carvings

FACETING AND CARVING SERVICES

;—» VISA, MC, AMEX, CHECKS, Money Orders are welcome.

S&H $5.00 USA, 8.25% sale tax for CA residents withaut valid sale permit, free price list available.

VR GEM CUTTELRS

PO Box 1263, Thousand Oaks, CA 91358 1-888-777-3148  Email: vrgems@msn.com

Makes a Great
Holiday Gift!
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gem tree making, wheel of rocks, grand raffle: contact Wally
Frlich, 463 N. Valley Dr., Apache Junction, AZ 85120; (480)
982-7760; e-mail: wirlich@hotmail.com; Web site: www.
ajrockelub.com

25-27—COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem Faire
Inc.; OC Fair & Event Center/Bldg. 10, 88 Fair Dr. Fri. 12-6,
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 57 weekend pass; contact Yooy Nelson,
(503) 252-8300: e-mail: info @ gemfaire.com; Web site: www.
gemfaire.com

25-27—GOLDEN, COLORADO: Show, Denver Gem &
Mineral Guild; Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 15200 W.
6th Ave.. Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; free admis-
sion; gem-cutting demonstrations, geode cutting, mineral
sample bags, mineral displays, dealers, gems, minerals,
fossils, geodes, jewelry, books; contact Joseph Payne,
6101 S Logan Ct., Centennial, CO 80121, (303) 783-
0221; e-mail: jpayne@englewoodgov.org; Web site: www,
denvergem.org

25-27—MELBOURNE, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox
Productions; Melbourne Auditorium, 625 E. Hibiscus Blvd,;
Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry, beads; contact
Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL
342386, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox @ comcast.net, Web
site: www.frankcoxproductions.com

25-27—NEWARK, CALIFORNIA: Annual show and sale;
Mineral & Gem Society of Castro Valley; Newark Pavilion,
6430 Thornton Ave.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults
$6 (3-day pass), coupon on Web site; children under 12 free
with adult; rare lce Age fossils, fluorescent rock display, 48
display cases, 40 dealers, eight lapidary demonstrations,
rocks, minerals, jewelry, gemstones, fossils, faceted stones,
beads, petrified wood, lapidary equipment, jewelry making
supplies, kids' Spinning Wheel, live auction, door prizes,
contact Larry Ham, P.O. Box 2145, Castro Valley, CA 94546,
(510) 887-9007; e-mail: showchair@mgscv.org; Web site:
WWW.MQSCV.0rg

26-27—BOISE, IDAHO: Annual show; |daho Gem &
Mineral Club; Expe ldaho, 5610 Glenwood St.; Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; contact Charlie Smith, PO, Box 8443, Boise, ID
83707, (208) 628-4002

26-27—EVERETT, WASHINGTON: 58th annual show;
Everett Rock & Gem Club; Washington Mational Guard
Armory, 2730 Oakes Ave.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admis-
sion; dealers, demonstrations; contact Fritz Mack, PO. Box
1615, Everett, WA 98206, (425) 232-0809

26-27—JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI: 52nd show; Mississippi
Gem & Mineral Society; Trade Mart Bldg., State Fairgrounds,
1207 Mississippi St.; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; adults 85, students
and children $3: more than 24 dealers, gemstones, miner-
als, fossils, jewelry, rough, lapidary tools, special Mississippi
Museum of Matural Science exhibit, club exhibits, demon-
strations, junior demonstrations; contact Keith Peacock, 114
Quail Ridge Rd., Braxton, MS 39044; e-mail: kpcoc@aol.
com; Web site: www.missgems.org

26-27—SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Show, “San
Francisco Grystal Fair®; Pacific Crystal Guild; Fort Mason
Center, 99 Marina Blvd.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults §6,
ages 12 and under free; 30 dealers, minerals, gems,
crystals, beads, metaphysical healing tools; contact Jerry
Tomlinson, P.O. Box 1371, Sausalito, CA 94966, (415)
383-7837; e-mail: jerry@crystalfaircom; Web site: www.
crystalfair.com

A 011

4-6—DEL MAR, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem Faire Inc,;
Del Mar Fairgrounds/Bing Crosby Hall, 2260 Jimmy Durante
Bivd.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7 weekend pass;
contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info @ gemfaire.
com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com

4-6—RICHMOND, INDIANA: 38th annual show; Eastern
Indiana Gem & Geological Society; Wayne County
Fairgrounds, 861 M. Salisbury Rd.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 11-4; adults $4, seniors (60+) $3, students (7-18) 81,
children 6 and under free; jewelry, minerals, fossils, crys-
tals, dealers, demonstrations, displays, silent auctions;
contact John LaMont, (765) 647-4894, or Dave Straw,
(765) 966-4249

4-13—IMPERIAL, CALIFORNIA: Annual show, “California
Mid-Winter Fair and Fiesta”; Imperial Valley Gem & Mineral
Society;, IV Expo, 200 E. 2nd; Fri. 12-10, Sat. 12-10, Sun.
12-10, Mon. 4-10, Tue. 4-10, Wed. 4-10, Thu. 4-10, Fri. 4-10,
Sat. 12-10, Sun. 12-10; contact John Pyle Jr., PO. Box 1721,
El Centro, CA 92244, (760) 562-3453, e-mail: Jp.IVgms @ att.
net; Web site: http:/fivgms.tumblir.com

continued on page 38
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DENVER - Spring Show
COLORADO MINERAL & FOSSIL SHOW

Holiday Inn - Denver Central, 4849 Bannock Street (where I-25 meets 1-70)

April 22 - 24, 2011

Show Hours: Fri. & Sat.10-6 % Sun.10-5

65 top quality mineral and fossil dealers!!

Minerals x Fossils * Meteorites
Gems x Beads =x Decorator [tems

Free Admission » Free Parking
Wholesale » Retail

Delivery Show » Open to the Public

NEW Location AND New Date
WEST COAST GEM & MINERAL SHOW
MAY 20 - 22, 2011

Holiday Inn - Orange County Airport
2726 S. Grand Ave. (Dyer Rd. at 55 Fwy Exit 8)

Just 2 miles from our former Costa Mesa location

Over 80 Top Quality Dealers <8 3 7=
from all over the world! To Cenedont Resont . -J_.

Dmiles Holiday Inn
Minerals ¢ Fossils ¢ Gemstones

Jewelry ¢ Beads ¢ Meteorites
(05T (
WHOLESALE + RETAIL  aaa A 5‘0;1 el

FREE ADMISSION « FREE PARKING

Show Hours: Fri. & Sat., 10 - 6 and Sun., 10 - 5 Y. fui j’ﬂ'\j’jm
—

Dyer Rd. Exit #8 from 55 Freeway. lao b Desen 7;’”"\\
Holiday Inn at Dyer St. and S. Grand Ave. BExCH

Martin Zinn Expositions, L.L.C., PO Box 665, Bernalilo, NM 87004, Fax: (303) 223-3478, mzexpos@aol.com, www.mzexpos.com
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Panning Opportunities along the
South Yuba River
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Story by Marc Davis

onas Spect is credited with discovering gold at Rose’s Bar on
the Yuba River in California in 1848, just a few months after
the historic gold discovery on the American River that same year.
Spect’s discovery was made on the main body of the Yuba, down-

stream from what is now Englebright Lake. By 1850, more than

2,000 miners were searching for gold at Rose’s Bar.

34 www.rockngem.com Rock & Gem


http://ebook-free-download.net/

A few miles upstream, on the South Fork of the
Yuba, gold was soon being mined at an area that is
now known as Bridgeport. One of the early miners
was Captain William Thompson. In 1849, Thompson
and his wife, Mary Ann, found themselves stranded
in San Francisco. Thompson's crew had abandoned
their ship and headed for the newly discovered gold
fields in hopes of getting rich quickly. With no crew to
man his ship, Thompson and Mary Ann made their
way to the Bridgeport area, where he was thought to
be one of the first to engage in mining activities. They
decided to stay and soon started a cattle ranch.

Records show that mining activities continued in
and around this area for many years. In the 1880s
and ‘90s, the Five Star Drift mine was operating
just downstream from Bridgeport. Upstream were a
number of rich hydraulic mines like the operations at
French Corral, where a 7.5-carat diamond, reported to
be the largest known to have come from California,
was found in a sluice box.

In his 2008 self-published book The River, author
Hank Meals informs the reader that a stacked-stone
structure located about a mile upstream of the
Bridgeport river crossing
was used for cooking by a
small company of Chinese
placer miners back in the
day. Meals also reports that,
in the 1930s, a local land
owner by the name of Al-
fred Kneebone would pur-
chase gold from the “local
snipers” and resell it in town
for a small profit.

With all this mining his-
tory associated with the
Bridgeport area, it's no won-
der that panning for gold is
still a popular activity here.
Today, Bridgeport is part of
the South Yuba River State
Park. The park encompasses
a number of separate areas
on the river extending up-
stream from Englebright
Lake for about 20 miles.
A number of activities are
available to park visitors, in-
cluding gold panning.

Panning demonstrations
are given free of charge at
the Bridgeport visitor center,
located on Pleasant Valley
Road next to the covered

MARC DAVIS PHOTO

and hands only” locations.
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ridge of this type in the United States, if not in the world.
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A few pans of river gravel from near the bridge yielded a small number of gold flakes.

gold pan with straight sides works well and n be used elfctivy asa diggig tool in “pans

b s

bridge, on weekends from Memorial Day through La-
bor Day. Panning troughs have been constructed on
site to let park visitors sharpen their panning skills. The
troughs are filled with gravel that has been salted with
gold, silver, and polished stones. Visitors are welcome
to try their hand at recovering some of these treasures.
Volunteer docents are on hand to provide the panning
demonstrations, lend gold pans to those who need
them, and to coach visitors who need help with their
panning technique. Children are especially welcome.
Lucky panners get to keep what they find.

In addition to the panning troughs, panning for gold
in the river is permitted year round. Although high
water may make this activity difficult in the winter , it
is possible to pan for gold here most of the year. Gold
panning kits are available for purchase at the park visi-
tor center when it is open.

The South Yuba River State Park section at Bridge-
port covers about two miles of river. Point Defiance is
located about a mile downstream from the park’s visi-
tor center and is accessible via a loop trail that follows
the South Fork of the Yuba River to its confluence
with the main body of the Yuba at Englebright Lake.

Another trail that starts
near the visitor center is
the Buttermilk Bend Trail.
This trail extends more
than a mile upriver. This
gives the panner plenty
of territory to cover. How-
ever, there are some re-
strictions on panning that
make things a bit tough.
The State Park has a “pans
and hands only” rule,
meaning that sluice boxes,
small shovels, and even
hand trowels and crevic-
ing tools are not allowed.
“Pans and hands only”
means exactly that.

These restrictions make
finding nuggets difficult,
even for experienced pan-
ners. Since gold is heavy,
it generally sinks to the
bedrock, where it is often
trapped in nooks, cran-
nies and crevices in the
rock. Experienced panners
know that these crevices
are the most likely places
to find gold nuggets. It
becomes a real challenge

) 3
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Lapidary Supplies
and Equipment

Most Orders Shipped within 24 Hours

Authorized Dealers of: Crystalite, Lapcraft,
Covington, Inland, MK Diamond, Raytech,
Diamond Pacific, Graves and more.

Order Toll Free (866) 929-8575
email: info@arrowheadlapidarysupply.com
Arrowhead Lapidary Supply
P. 0. Box 247

Wellington, OH 44090

Website: arrowheadlapidarysupply.com

HUGHES ASSOCIATES

——

QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR
OVER THIRTY YEARS

EPOXY 220 .. ... . .amber clear bonding
EPOXY 330 water clear bonding
TENAX ...... ... ..... .instant super glue
TENAX + PLUS . _ a thick instant adhesive
OPTICON 224 . fracture sealer
ATTACK . .epoxy solvent

AT YOUR DEALER

Hughes Associates
18116 Mtka. Blvd., Wayzata, MN 55391

oz 352-404-2626 :952-474-4636

Your Complete Supply House for
Lapidary, Jewelers & Craftsmen

* Tumblers

« Grinders

* Beading Supplies
* Diamond Wheels
* Diamond Blades

+ All discounted Prices
* Saws

* Polishers

+ Beads

= Findings

* Plus much more.....

Kihgsley North, Inc.. |

9210 Brown Street Crw
Norway, MI 49870 %,
Phone: 800-338-9280 + 906-563-9228
sales@kingsleynorth.com
www.kingsleynorth.com
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\'lSltorscan enic-iy -nzlany activities at Bridgeport besides panning for gold. During the Ghosts of Bridgeport celebra-

tion visitors can hop on a wagon and experience a portion of the historic Virginia Turnpike.

when a promising crevice is uncovered,
but even something as nondestructive as
a whisk broom or a Y-inch-wide scoop
cannot be used to get into the bottom of
the crack to clean out the gold. That being
said, I have still spent many hours of en-
joyable panning along this stretch of river,
Bridgeport is a great spot to take new pan-
ners to enjoy a leisurely day by the river,
pan for gold, and take in the other activi-
ties that the park has to offer, including a
stroll across the elegant covered bridge for
which the park is famous.

Just upstream from this bridge, gold can
be found in the exposed river gravel, but
| have never found more than just a few
small flakes in this area. Generally, | hike
farther upstream and look for locations in
which natural eddies form in the river, since
gold is more likely to be deposited there.
Because crevicing is not practical without
the use of small tools, I usually look for
gravel deposits on the downstream sides of
boulders or large rocks when I'm at Bridge-

port. Sometimes, | will use a square pan for 2

digging since its straight edges work better
for this activity than the edges of my round

pan. | confine my digging to areas below <

the normal high-water mark, | do not dis-
turb any vegetation, and 1 fill in my holes
before I leave the area. My efforts in the
upstream areas of Bridgeport have resulted
in finding numerous specks of gold along
with varying amounts of small flakes and
occasionally larger pieces.

I have noticed that some of the river
pools far upstream look like ideal locations
for underwater sniping. This activity entails

Docents like Ginny Brown helps young prospectors re-
cover gold, silver, and polished stones from the pay dirt
in the panning booths.

putting on a wetsuit, mask and snorkel, and
then locating some shallow bedrock under-
water. Then, simply fan away the overbur-
den with your hands and look for nuggets!
Again, do not use any tools when conduct-
ing this activity.

Rock & Gem
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Park Boundar
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Point Defiance
Loop Trail

South Yuba River State Park
at Bridgeport

Another potential area for finding gold
is the mile or so of river that is down-
stream from the bridge. 1 have hiked
down to Point Defiance on numerous oc-
casions, but I have yet to take along a pan.
This area also could yield some gold to a
lucky prospector.

The covered bridge itself is the focal
point of the park. Constructed in 1862, it
was an engineering marvel for its time. Uti-
lizing Howe truss and Burr arch construc-
tion, it is thought to be the longest single-
span covered bridge in the United States, if
not the world. The bridge is 229 feet long
overall and spans 208 feet from abutment
to abutment. It is covered with approxi-
mately 27,000 sugar pine shingles. When
originally constructed, the bridge served as
a toll crossing and was part of a section of

Il road owned by the Virginia Turnpike
Company. The road and bridge became
part of a heavily used route to transport
supplies to the Comstock Lode in Virginia

January 2011
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City, Nevada, where rich silver deposits
were discovered.

Bridgeport is located approximately 28
miles northeast of Yuba City, California.
Take state Route 20 east to Penn Valley, then
take Pleasant Valley Road north 7.8 miles to
the park. The park can also be reached from
state Route 49 north of Nevada City by
turning onto Pleasant Valley Road at Sweet-
land. This intersection is known locally as
Peterson’s Corner. Pleasant Valley Road is
paved, but it is narrow with many turns.

The town offers many activities other than
gold panning, including hiking, wildflower
and bird walks, history talks, swimming at
the family beach or in remote river pooals,
and the Living History and Ghosts of Bridge-
port celebrations. For current park hours,
schedules of events, and other information,
write to the South Yuba River Park Associa-
tion, 17660 Pleasant Valley Road, Penn Val-
ley, CA 95946, call (530) 432-2546, or visit
www.southyubariverstatepark.org. "

USGS Topo Maps

All USA in Stock!
Plus

Forest Service Maps
BLM Maps
Geology Maps

Call us! (714) 633-0800

10am-6pm Tues - Sat
Closed Sun - Mon

"Serving outdoor professionals
and recreational enthuiasts."

Visit our store in Orange or
Buy direct on-line

Google Us!

Pacific West Maps
994 N Main St, Orange CA 92867
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_GLOSEQOUTS!

unique cuts, unusua! gem types and crystals”

fﬂ. 4mm white TOPAZ Silver earring - $2

‘consistent fine quality caibrated gems with fres matching”

3x2mm Montana SAPPHIRES - 75¢

“The most accurate colored stone grading in the industry”

8mm concave cut lab RUBY - $7.50

unenhances color photos of every gem we offer”

.woas Mexican OPAL rough - $5.00

*honest and friendly customer senvice”

FREE monthly newsletter!

800 543-5563

www.optimagem.com

EARTHWORKS®

* Gold Panning Bags - Guaranteed gold
60mg 7.95, 3/19.95; 100mg 9.95, 3/25.95

* Gem Mining Bags - Ruby, Emeralds or
Sapphire 7.95ea, 3/21.95 mix/match

* Gold Pan - 10" plastic wjriffles 3/9.95

= Salt Lamp w/cord 6 tall $23.95

* Polished stones = 10 different wflD 3.95

* Fossils = 3 different w/ID 2.95, 4/9.95

» Meteorite Pendant wjcord 8.95

* Prices plus §/H Catalog S1

¥ P.O. Box 2067, Round Rock, TX 78681
™ k..~ Pat@Earthworks.net 512-255-2844
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the invisible
visible is
Raytech!

AR RN ENONSR NS

Contact your local distributor
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for a full line catalog

www.raytech-ind.com
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Ultraviolet
Lamps. From
portable to
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Coming Soon. Reserve your copy today!
The Frugal Collector, Volume 1 s

The Frugal Collector
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5-6—ARCADIA, CALIFORNIA: Show; Monrovia Rock-
hounds Inc.; LA County Arboretum, Ayres Hall, 301 N.
Baldwin Ave., 1 block south of 210 Fwy.; Sat. 9-4:30, Sun.
9-4:30; adults $8, seniors and students $6, children $3; more
than 10 dealers, minerals, gems, jewelry, beads, findings,
fossils, club geode cracking, Grab Bags, Treasure Wheel,
Dino Dig, Fossil Find, prize drawings, grand prize raffle; con-
tact Jo Anna Ritchey, 224 Oaks Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016,
(626) 359-1624; e-mail: joannaritchey @ gmail.com; Web site:
www.moroks.com

5-6—BIG SPRING, TEXAS: 42nd annual show; Big
Spring Prospectors Club; Howard County Fair Barn; Sat.
9-5, Sun. 10-5; free admission; gems, minerals, jewelry,
dealers, demonstrations, displays, spinning wheel, hourly
prizes, jewelry repair, stone setting; contact Jerald Wilson,
707 Tulane, Big Spring, TX 79720, (432) 263-4662, or Lola
Lamb, (432) 263-3340

5-6—CALDWELL, IDAHO: 57th annual show; Owyhee
Gem & Mineral Society; O'Conner Field House, 2200 Blaine;
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $3, children under 11 free; deal-
ers. jewelry, gems, minerals, beads, exhibits, fluorescent
minerals, dinosaur fossils, educational displays, lapidary
demonstrations, faceting, wire wrapping, silversmithing, cab-
bing; contact Carolyn Roberts, 50 N. Robinson Rd., Nampa,
ID 83687 (208) 466-6191; e-mail: ncrobertsrp@msn.com;
Web site: www.owyheerocks.com

5-6—ISSAQUAH, WASHINGTON: Show; East Kingco
Rock Club; Pickering Barn, 1730 10th Ave. NW, across from
Costco; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; dealers, gems,
jewelry, silent auction, games, raffle, door prizes, demon-
strators, displays; contact Norma McDonald, PO. Box 2203,
Redmaond, WA 98073, (206) 612-3113; e-mail: eastkingco @
gmail.com; Web site: www.eastkingco.org

5-6—NEWARK (STANTON), DELAWARE: 48th annual
show; Delaware Mineralogical Society, Delaware Technical
and Community College, Churchmans Rd. (Rte. 58), I-95
Exit 4B; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; adults $6, seniors $5, juniors
$4, children under 12 free with adult; mineral, lapidary and
fossil exhibits, museum displays, dealers, minerals, fossils,
gems, jewelry, lapidary supplies, door prizes, large speci-
men raffle, lapidary demonstrations, children's booth, club
lapidary work and specimens for sale; contact Wayne Urion,
(302) 998-0686; e-mail: wurion@aol.com; Web site: www.
delminsociety.net

5-6—VENTURA, CALIFORNIA: 49th annual show; Ventura
Gem & Mineral Society; Ventura County Fairgrounds, 10
W. Harbor Blvd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; club member dis-
plays, gems, minerals, fossils, lapidary art, demonstrations,
lapidary arts, jewelry making, door prizes, silent auctions,
“Country Store! dealers, children’s activities; free admission;
contact Andy Anderson, (805) 987-0043; e-mail: lillianander
son@ juno.com; Web site: www.vgms.org

11-13—COTTONWOOD, ARIZONA: Show, “Verde Valley
Gem Mineral & Jewelry Show"; Mingus Gem & Mineral Club;
Verde Valley Fairgrounds, 800 E. Cherry St.; Fri. 9-5, Sat.
9-5, Sun. 10-4; aduits $2, children 13 and under free with
paying adult; more than 30 vendors, door prize raffles, edu-
cational displays, extensive children's area; contact Sarah
Knowles, PO. Box 1284, Cottonwood, AZ 86326; e-mail:
Mingusgemandmineralclub @ gmail.com

11-13—FT. MYERS, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox
Productions; Harborside Convention Center, 1375 Monroe
St. (downtown); Fri. 1-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry,
beads; contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 5. Palm Ave.
#203, Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frank
cox@comcast.net; Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.com

11-13—HILLSBORO, OREGON: 53rd annual show;
Tualatin Valley Gem Club; Washington County Fairgrounds,
873 NE 34th Ave., on Cornell Road, across from Hillsboro
Airport; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; contact Roy Woo,
PO. Box 641, Forest Grove, OR 97116; e-mail: rwoo12648@
gmail.com

11-13—KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI: 50th annual show,
“Greater Kansas City Gem & Mineral Show"; Association
of Earth Science Clubs of Greater Kansas City; MCC-BTC
Exhibition Hall, 1775 Universal Ave. (1-435, Front Street Exit);
Fri. 9-8, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5; adults $6, 5-12 years $2; or
Bruce Stinemetz, (816) 795-1641; e-mail: brucestinemetz @
att.net; Web site: www.gemshowkc.org

11-13—LOGAN, UTAH: Show and sale; Cache Geological
& Archeological Society; Riverwoods Conference Center,
600 S. Main; Fri. 10-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5; free admis-
sion; door prizes, club displays, demonstrations, dealers,

continued on page 40
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MERCHANDISE SIZE & SHAPE QUANTITY MARKET PRICE TWISTED PRICE
. White Diamond (Small) 1-10 pointer lcts $500 $149
2. Green Diamonds 5-25 pointer 2cts $1200 $199
3. Blue Diamonds 5-25 pointers 2cts $1200 $199
4. Canary Diamonds 5-25 pointers 2cts $1200 $199
5. FineAll color Mix Diamonds

(Pink, Yellow, Brown, Champ) 1-10 pointer 2cts $1200 $199
6. Cognac Diamonds 5-25 pointers 2cts $1800 $199
7. Champagne Diamonds 5-25 pointers 2cts $1800 $199
8. Black Diamonds 5-20 pointers 10cts $5000 $399
9.  Black Diamonds 1-5cts 10cts $8000 $449
10. Burma Ruby Large 5-7Tmm round 10cts $1500 $199
11. Burma Ruby 3-5mm round 20cts $2400 $199
12. Brazil Emerald Ya-1lct 20cts $1200 $199
13. Emerald Y5-2cts 10cts $1300 $199
14. Padparadscha Sapphire Ya-1ct 10cts $2400 $199
15. Yellow Sapphires Ya-1ct 10cts $2000 $199
16. Yellow Sapphires 1-3cts 10cts $4000 $399
17. Pink Sapphire Yo-lct 10cts $1300 $199
18. Ruby/Emerald/Sapphire Cabs Y5-3cts 10cts $2400 $299
19.  Fancy Topaz (Mixed Shapes) Y5-3cts 100cts $1400 $199
20. Tanzanite AA+TOAAA

(Oval, Trillion, OCT) 1-3cts 20cts $9000 $1500
21. Swiss Blue Topaz Y2-3cts 300cts $1800 $299
22. Rhodolite/Peridot Y2-3cts 200cts $1200 $199
23, Citrine/Amethyst Ya-3cts 200cts $1200 $199
24, White Topaz Y2-Scts 400cts $1400 $199
25. Garnet Y2-Scts 400cts $1200 $199
26. Green Gold Quartz 5-20cts 300cts $1200 $199
27. Smokey Quartz 5-20cts 800cts $1200 $199
28. Mixed Gemstones (Amethyst, Citrine,

Quartz, Blue Topaz, Peridot, Garnet) Y2 & below 400cts $2400 $199
29. Multi Color Rainbow Precious (Diamond,

Emerald, Ruby, Sapphire-Blue yellow pink) | Y:-and below - 40cts $2400 $199

Totally Twisted Prices! Act Now! Buy Now!

TwistedJeweler.com
phone (910) 816-9414 . fax (910)816-8260 . email TwistedJeweler@gmail.com

311 Hay St., Fayetteville, NC 28301 35
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AND LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES

PREFORMER
8” and 10” TRIM SAW

- 5 ]

VIBRAHONE CABBER

Easy To Use

Unique Design Available in 3 Sizes
Cuts Quickly and Accurately 2.5 Ibs.~10 |bs~40 Ibs Forms Pracision Domes
Produces Unegualed Results For The Professicnal

WRITE FOR For Grinding And Polishing And Amateur.

FREE LITERATURE Stones And Finishing Jewsiry

AND LOCATION

OF YOUR

NEAREST DEALER T AGI
Dealerships And Manufactured by I
D*S‘;Tal:::;?:ips P.O. Box 1534, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

(562) 949-8380 (949) 496-7742

“I consider myself very lucky, having put off” buying a new faceting machine until I met you and your wife at the Federation
Show. I marveled at the extreme accuracy ol the Facetron.” Robert Klein, Twin Fall, ID

“The Facetron is a fine technological creation with m‘

logical, thoughtfully placed controls which can meld
man and machine into a single precision cutting unit.”

r hen C. Gushue, Scranton, PA
« Digital Protractor

Facetrons Sold Factory Direct
¢ Built-in Dial Indicator
With Hard Stop
JARVI TOOL CO.

780 E. Debra Lane

Anaheim, CA 92805
714-774-9104 Fax: 714-774-9105
e-mail: jtfacetron@earthlink.net
www.facetron.com

South Pacific Wholesale

114 River Street, Montpelier, VT 05602

Semi-Precious Stone Beads
Freshwater Pearls

Goldfilled & Sterling Beads and Findings

Stringing Materials

— www.beading.com

Since 1977 and that’s forever in the Bead Business.
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handcrafted jewelry, silent auction, fossils, crystals, mineral
specimens, rough rocks, slabs, grab bags, kids' activities,
faceting rough, artifacts; contact Gary Warren, (435) 720-
1775; e-mail: rock_hunter! @ hotmail.com

11-13—PLEASANTON, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem Faire
Inc.; Alameda County Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton Ave.;
Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7 weekend pass; contact
Yooy Melson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info @ gemfaire.com;
Web site: www.gemfaire.com

11-13—VICTORVILLE, CALIFORNIA: 35th annual tail-
gate; Victor Valley Gem & Mineral Club; Stoddard Wells
Rd., 12 miles east of I-15; Fri, 9-5, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-5; rough
materials, gems, jewelry, findings, equipment, Sat. field trip,
silent auctions; contact VWGMC, (760) 243-2330, or Breft
Ward, (760) 954-4323; Web site: www.vwgmc.org

12—BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA: 2nd show, “Rockin’
at the Swamp”; Baton Rouge Recreation Commission;
Bluebonnet Swamp Mature Center, 10503 N. Cak Hills
Pkwy.; Sat. 9-4; adults $5, children $4; activities, displays,
rocks, gemstones, minerals, fossils, vendors, exhibits, rough
and polished mineral specimens, fossils, geode-busting sta-
tion; contact Claire Coco, 10503 N. Oak Hills Pkwy., Baton
Rouge, LA 70810, (225) 757-8905; e-mail: ccoco@brec.org

12—SKOKIE, ILLINOIS: 62nd annual silent auction;
Chicago Rocks & Minerals Society; St. Peter's United
Church of Christ, 8013 Laramie Ave., across from the Skokie
Public Library at Oakton; Sat. 6-9; free admission, children
must be accompanied by an adult; rocks, minerals, crystals,
fossils, handmade jewelry, lapidary treasures, books, maga-
zines; contact Jeanine N. Mielecki, (773) 774-2054; e-mail:
jaynine9@aol.com; Web site: www.chicagorocks.org

12-13—FILER, IDAHO: 60th annual show, Magic Valley
Gem Club; Twin Falls County Fairgrounds, U.S. Hwy. 30, east
side of Filer; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 9-5; contact Harold Waggoner,
(208) 423-9668, or Shirley Metts, (208) 423-4827; e-mail:
rmetts @ cableone.net

12-13—KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON: Annual show; Rock
and Arrowhead Club; Klamath County Fairgrounds, 3531 S.
6th St.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Petrified Wood; contact Jennifer
Zimmerlee, (541) 545-6773; e-mail: jlazys @ hotmail.com; or
Marv Stump, (541) 882-8341

12-13—SAN MARINO, CALIFORNIA: Show, “Tournament
of Gems, Rocks to Art"; Pasadena Lapidary Society; San
Marine Masonic Center, 3130 Huntington Dr.; Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; free admission; demonstrations, display cases, deal-
ers; contact Marcia Goetz, 755 W. Dike St., Glendora, CA
91740, (626) 260-7239; e-mail: joenmari @verizon.net

12-13—SPRECKELS, CALIFORNIA: Show, “Parade of
Gems"; Salinas Valley Rock & Gem Club; Spreckels Veteran's
Hall, 5th St. and Llano St.; Sat. 10-5, Sun, 10-5; free admis-
sion; demonstrators, cab making, bead enameling, youth
beading and rock painting, fluorescent display, rock bags
with prizes, “wheel of fortune] raffles, free drawings, auction,
dealers, jewelry, beads, fossils, craft supplies, minerals, crys-
tals; contact Karen Jones, P.O. Box 668, Soledad, CA 93960,
(831) 678-0337; e-mail: kenkaren0337 @ att.net

12-13—TURLOCK, CALIFORNIA: 45th annual show;
Mother Lode Mineral Society; Turlock Fairgrounds, 900
N. Broadway; Sat. 10-8, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, children 12
and under free with adult; minerals, rocks, beads, jewelry,
fossils, dinosaurs, fluorescents, tools, books, educational
material, large children's area, 40 vendors, 80 exhibits, 20
demonstrations, jewelry making, lapidary arts, gold panning,
rock sale, fluorescent tent, speakers (Bob Jones, Dr. Gregg
Wilkerson), fossil display, life-size T-rex skull; contact Bud
& Terry McMillin, (209) 524-3494; e-mail: terry.mcmillin@
yahoo.com; Web site: www.turlockgemshow.com

18-20—ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO: 42nd annual
show, Treasures of the Earth”; Albuguerque Gem & Mineral
Club; Creative Arts Center Bldg., State Fair Grounds, EXPO
NM (San Pedro entrance); Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
adults $1 Fri., $3 Sat. and Sun., kids 12 and under free;
more than 40 dealers, displays, door prizes, silent auc-
tions, mineral and gem identification, juniors’ booth, live
wolf, geode cracking, faceting demonstration, gold panning
and more; contact Paul Hlava, (505) 255-5478; e-mail:
paulhlava @q.com

18-20—HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA: 41st show,
“Unifour Gem, Mineral, Bead, Fossil and Jewelry Show™
Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club; Hickory Metro
Convention Center, 1-40 Exit 125; Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-6, Sun.
10-5; adults $4, children and school groups free; contact

continued on page 46
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HIGHLAND PRECISION BD-125WP ELECTRIC
14" sLAB saw HP14 WET POLISHING KIT

HP14 Slab Saw Features: Wet Polishing Kit includes:

¢ 1/2 HP continuous duty motor with thermal overload * 4" diamond resin disc set (grit sizes: 30, 50, 120, 220,
protection and manual reset 400, 800, 1,800, 3,500, 8,500, and 13,000)

e Heavey-duty cast iron carriage and rock vise e 4" rubber backer pad

s Screw drive vise carriage with automatic shutoff e 4-1/2" coarse (30/40 grit) vacuum brazed convex wheel

e Blade capacity 12" or 14" with maximum depth of cut 5" e 4" fine (120/140 mesh) flat dry grinding wheel

Splash-style lubrication and cooling system 4” felt buffing disc

List Price: $1,995 SALE PRICE: $1 ,695 List Price’i"'%S.OxSAl-E PRICE: $595
) BARRANCA DIAM‘OND Visit us at The Tucson Electric Park Show
/) 21?.523.5.867, 800,630.7582, www.BarrancaDiamond.com Tent # 20’ January 29-February 13’ 2011

rices vaild through April. 1, 2011

‘-—TQ—-&A—

&HLW

2,

101 ) 1-10 at {amni Road
" JANUARY 29 s FEBRUARY 11, 201

Displaying a Variety of

Fossil Walrus Jewelry ¢ Silver Jewelry from Tibet
Meteorites * Turquoise Heishi ¢ Tribal Silver Jewelry
African Wood Beads ¢ Ethnic Jewelry » Moroccan Fossils
Beads from Himalayas ¢ Vermeil Findings ¢ Egyptian Earrings

Wholesale Only Tax License Required for Admission

For More Information Contact
Gem & Lapidary Wholesalers, Inc. - P.0. Box 98 Flora, MS 39071-0056

L»:Phone 1601}8?9 -8832 - Fax (601) 879-3282 * E-Mail - info@glwshows.com - www.glwshows.com




Graphite is a polymorph of the element carbon. Its chemistry consists of
pure carbon, but it has a different structure and different properties than dia-
mond, which is also pure carbon. Diamond (Mohs 10) is the hardest of minerals,
but the two-dimensional, sheetlike structure of graphite (Mohs 1-2) is the most
stable form of carbon. Graphite is very lightweight (specific gravity 1.9-2.3). It
has a greasy, slippery feel due to its sheetlike structure.

Graphite usually forms as a result of metamorphism of rocks that are rich
in carbon, and some graphite results from thermal metamorphism of coal. Fa-
mous U.S. deposits are in New York and Texas, but most mined graphite comes
from China, India, Brazil, North Korea, and Canada.

Lustrous gray or silvery black graphite leaves a gray-black streak that should
be familiar if you've ever used a pencil. The “lead” in that pencil is actually
graphite that has been ground and mixed with kaolin, or clay. The more kaolin,
the harder the pencil lead and the lighter the streak it leaves. Perhaps you've
noticed numbers on your pencils (No. 1, No. 2, etc.). This is an indicator of the
hardness of the pencil lead.

With its slippery nature, graphite is used as a lubricator in place of oil; when |
was a Cub Scout, we lubricated wheels in Pinewood Derbies with it. A conduc-
tor of electricity, graphite is used for electrodes, and it's used in lightweight but
high-strength carbon-fiber composites for aircraft.

—Jim Brace-Thompson  Graphite

Junior Rockhound Spotlight

Hi, my name is Trevor Smith. | am 11 years old and in the 6th grade. | live in Golden, Colorado. | have been interested in minerals my

entire life, but the real spark happened when | was 10 years old and my Aunt Ellen took me to the Georgetown Rock Shop in Georgetown,
: Colorado. She bought me my very first mineral (selenite), and right then and
there the spark grew into a passionate fire,

Over the next year, the fire got larger as | visited rock shops across Colo-
rado and started talking to rock experts who taught me more and more
with each visit. | also got involved with the Colorado Mineral Society. | am
very fortunate to be able to study and participate in discussions with ex-
pert geologists.

With the Colorado Mineral Society, | went on nine different field trips over
the summer of 2010 in Colorado and collected numerous amazing minerals. |
then gathered up my best specimens and entered them into the 43rd Annual
Gem & Mineral Show at the Denver Merchandise Mart. | was very fortunate
to be able to showcase my mineral collection in a noncompetitive case and
enter my three best minerals in the Junior Prospector contest. | came in 1st
on Sept. 19, 2010 and was named Junior Prospector of the Year for my entry
of a standing-up barite crystal measuring 2%z inches long, which | found on
Harvey's Claim in Hartsel, Colorado.

I am hoping the fire will continue to get larger in the future and that
my passion will continue to grow. | have dreams of one day attending the
Colorado School of Mines in Golden, Colorado, and becoming a profes-
sional geologist.
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Ohio’s State Rockhound Symbols

Ohio designated flint its state gemstone in 1965. Flint is a cryptocrystal-
line variety of quartz, “Cryptocrystalline” means its crystal structure is
so small it can't be seen by the naked eye. Flint is similar to chert
and jasper, but tends to have a finer grain size and a greater Mohs
hardness. If struck by steel, it will produce a spark, so it was used
in flintlock muskets and pistols and to start fires.

Flint has a conchoidal fracture, which allows it to break with
sharp edges. Native Americans crafted arrowheads and other
stone tools from it. It's also occasionally cut and polished into
cabochons for jewelry. While visiting rock shops in Maine,
| ran across tumble-polished specimens of Ohio flint that |
ranged from gray-brown to cream-colored with attractive
orange-red streaks.

The trilobite Isotelus is found in southwestern Chio and was
named state fossil in 1985. Trilobites were arthropods, related to
crabs, lobsters, insects and spiders. Arthropods have a hard outer
shell (exoskeleton), jointed legs, and segmented bodies. Isotelus’
body had three segments: a head (cephalon), abdomen (thorax), and tail
(pygidium). The name “trilobite” comes from the fact that they had three
(“tri") lobes running lengthwise down their bodies.

Isotelus lived during the Ordovician Period (510 million to 439 million
years ago) and grew to lengths of 16 inches or more, making it a relative
giant. Oftentimes, all a collector finds are pieces of these big critters. Big
as they were, bigger critters were out to get them: healed bite marks are
found on the tails of some. To protect their soft underside, Isotelus rolled it-
self up like a pillbug. Trilobites became extinct, along with 95 percent of all
species on earth, during an unexplained mass extinction event that closed
out the Paleozoic and ushered in the Mesozoic Era.

—Jim Brace-Thompson

-
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The Quiz
The Quiz is open to U.S. residents 17 and younger. Mail your answers to January Quiz,
Rock & Gem magazine, P.O. Box 6925, Ventura, CA 93006-9899. Five winners will
be drawn from the valid entries received by Jan. 31, 2010. Valid entries must include
the correct answers, the entrant’s name, age and address, and the signature of a
parent or guardian. This month's prize is a Belomo 10X loupe, generously donated
by Amateur Geologist (www.amateurgeologist.com; see ads on pages 21 and 40).

1. The polymorphs ____ and _____ have the same chemistry, but
different properties.
2" " describes a crystal structure so small it can't be seen by
the naked eye.
3. The trilobite getsitsname fromthe _  thatrun
down their bodies.
4, Flint's _ allows it to break with sharp edges.
5. Trevor Smith’s first mineral specimenwas _____

Check your answers at www.rockngem.com beginning Feb. 1.
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‘PERUMAR'

A new Pectolite coming from South
America (from the same family

as ‘Larimar’the light blue variety
thought to be found only in the
Dominican Republic)

FANTASTIC SHADES of "OCEAN BLUES™

More forgiving to work with than the
Dominican variety of Pectolite.

Great new striated patterns!

Also Blue Opal and Gem Silica
Chrysacolla high grade rough.
For more info call Don at darsroc
(406) 293-5928 or email at
darscorp@montanasky.com

Amateur Geologist

Supplies for the recreational
geologist and rockhound

Books - 800 titles - most
4R at 30% off

Estwing rock hammers
and tools
Loupes - BelOMO &
Bausch & Lomb
Geology maps & charts
Educational rock &
mineral collections
Hardness pick sets
Vests with pockets galore
Ultraviolet lights
Rock tumblers
@ Rockhound stuff for kids

Novelties

Discounted internet prices!!!

www.amateurgeologist.com

20181 of Fine Ageies & Jkspers 12 - 8.5'x11" color photos. .

Laguna & Agua Nueva Agate,

Imperial Jasper, Biggs Jasper,
4 17 : Plume Agate & more...
|< I"[l 101““ $11.95 + $2.50 S/H ea.
L J AZHUUY MC/Visa/Ck/MO/PayPal
H . I I_. NAre quantity discount available

LR NEJaspery o

Tucson Showplace Space A-1
Jan 26- Feb 13 2011

ThoGemyShop i

W64N723 Washington Ave
Cedarburg, WI 53012
Toll Free Orders: 866.377.4666
thegemshop.com
mail@thegemshop.com
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SCOLECITE

January
2011
Featured
Mineral

Start the

New Year
with
Mineral
of the
Month Club!
TREASURE CHEST MINERAL of t/he
o ;.‘] oyl MONTH CLUB
417.823.3800 1-800-941-5594
www.trcasurechestspringficld.com mineralofthemonthclub.org
JOHN E. GARSOW Come See Us
OR GEMS & MINER JANUARY 29th

thru FEB. 12th
THE TUCSON CITY CENTER

(Previously known as Inn Suites)
475 North Granada Ave., room #235

TUCSON, AZ

oz S
. ==
e .

P.O. Box 594, Murrieta, CA 92564
Phone/Fax (951) 698-4833
Cell (818) 800-5644

johngarsow@sysmatrix.net

www.JohnGarsow.com

FACETING ROUGH,
CABOCHON ROUGH,
FACETED GEMS,
MINERAL SPECIMENS,

AND GOLD JEWELRY



COMPLETE GRINDER/POLISHER

n

DO YOU WANT TO:
ELIMINATE CONTAMINATION?

CONTROL YOUR WATER FLOW?
AVOID EMPTYING DRIP PANS?
SET-UP WITHOUT A FUSS?

IF SO, THE CABKING-6V3 IS FOR YOU.
Stock No. 1-0285
Trim Saw Attachment $275.00 - Stock No. 1-0154

Secure on-line ordering:

www.kingsleynorth.com

1-800 ggg 559890:

Kingsley North, Inc. Do
P.O. Box 216: Dept 3 1-906-563-7143
910 Brown Street email:
Norway, Ml 49870-0216 sales@kingsleynorth.com

THUMLER'’S = ?
g Ord_er Toll Free: 1(800) 225-1017
ULTRA VIBE http://www.thumlerstumbler.com

* 30 models & kits
«1qt-4%qal.

* Thermally Protected
* Durable & Safe

* All Steel Construction

Building Tumblers
for Hobby &

Wite: for Catalog Industry Since 1959
Tru-Square Metal Products « P.O. Box 585 » Auburn, WA 98071
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Baxter Leonard, 2510 Rolling Ridge Dr., Hickory, NC 28602,
(828) 320-4028; e-mail: gailandbaxter@aol.com

18-20—HILLSBORO, OREGON: Show; Gem Faire Inc.;
Washington County Fairgrounds, 873 NE 34th Ave.; Fri. 12-6,
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; §7 weekend pass; contact Yooy Nelson,
(503) 252-8300; e-mail: info @ gemtaire.com; Web site: www.
gemfaire.com

18-20—JACKSON, MICHIGAN: 48th annual show;
Michigan Gem & Mineral Society; Jackson County
Fairgrounds, 200 W. Ganeson St.; Fri. 10-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun.
10-5; jewelry, minerals, fossils, dealers. demonstrations,
silent auctions, gecde cracking; contact John LaMont, (765)
647-4894, or Dan Hovater, (517) 518-1045

18-20—SPANISH FORK, UTAH: 52nd show, “Spring
Parade of Gems"; Timpanogos Gem & Mineral Society;
Spanish Fork Fair Grounds, 475 S. Main St.; Fri. 10-7, Sat.
10-7, Sun. 10-5; free admission; displays, dealers, jewelry,
fossils, equipment, Mr. Bones, door prizes, touch table, rock
sales, kids' grab bags, Wheel of Fortune, instructions on
polishing rocks, metal detectors, lapidary equipment, dem-
onstrations, faceting, knapping, wire wrapping, beading,
fluorescent mineral display, silent auction; contact Keith
Fackrell, 2295 East 700 South, Springville, UT 84663, (801)
489-7525; e-mail: krfackrell@msn.com; Web site: hitpi/
timprocks.weebly.com

19-20—BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA: 10th annual
show, "Rendezvous™; Lewis M. Helfrich; Kern County
Shriners, 1142 5. P 5t.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free admission;
free drawings, demonstrations, sphere making, cabochon
making, silversmithing, wire wrapping, grab bags, Wheel
of Fortune, raffle, silent auction, General Store, dealers,
rocks, fossils, gems, jewelry, rough rock, diachronic glass,
lapidary equipment, beads and beading supplies; contact
Lewis M. Helfrich, (661) 323-2663 or (661) 378-4450;
e-mail: lewsrocks@bak.rr.com

19-20—LIVE OAK (SAN ANTONIO), TEXAS: 50th annual
show, “Fiesta of Gems”; San Antonio Gem & Mineral Society,;
Live Qak Civic Center, 8108 Pat Booker Rd.; Sat. 10-8, Sun.
10-4; adults $5, seniors §3, students 82, children 50 cents;
25 dealers; minerals, fossils, jewelry, gemstones, crystals,
club exhibits, silent auction, games, hourly door prizes, silent
auction; contact Robert Bowie, 1324 Kings Point Dr., Canyon
Lake, TX 78133, e-mail: krbotx @ gvtc.com; Web site: www.
swgemandmineral.org

19-20—VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA: Show, “Spring
Bling"; Vallejo Gem & Mineral Society; Solano County
Fairgrounds, 900 Fairgrounds Dr., County Bldg.; Sat.
10-5, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, children under 14 free with
adult; gems, jewelry, minerals, fossils, beads, findings,
hourly door prizes, silent auction, “wheel of fortune”,
grab bags; contact Dan Wolke, P.O. Box 7086, Vallejo,
CA 94590, (707) 644-9764, e-mail: vgms01@yahoo.com;
Web Site: www.iwired.org

19-20—WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA: Show; Frank
Cox Productions; South Florida Fairgrounds, 9067 Southern
Blvd. (Hwy. 92); Sat. 10-5, Sun, 10-5; gems, jewelry, beads;
contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203,
Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox@
comcast.net; Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.com

25-27—ADA, OKLAHOMA: Show, “A Festival of Gems,
Minerals & Fossils 2011"; Ada Gem, Mineral & Fossil
Club; Pontotoc County Agri-Plex, Main Bldg. #1, NE
corner of state Rte. 99/U.5. 377 and the Richardson
Bypass/S. Hwy. 1/3E; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free
admission; demonstrations, displays, fluorescent rocks,
minerals, fossils, lapidary, jewelry, silent auctions, raffle
Sun., kids' fossil dig and petting zoo, dealers; contact Ed
Vermillion, P.O. Box 782, Purcell, OK 73080, (405) 527-
6431; e-mail: okieedd42@windstream.net; Web site: www.
freewebs.com/fagmfic/index.htm

25-27—INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA: 13th annual show,
"Spring Indianapolis Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show";
Treasures Of The Earth Gem & Jewelry Shows; Indiana
State Fairgrounds, Ag/Horticulture Bldg., 1202 E. 38th
St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; adults $5 (3-day ticket),
children under 16 free; jewelry makers, goldsmiths and sil-
versmiths size, reconstruct, repair, design or make original
jewelry from customer-selected gems. stones. opals and
crystals, wire wrap, wire sculpture, stone beads, pearls,
stone setting, dealers, amber, opal, fossils, minerals, door
prizes, grand prize, 500 Earth Science Club and Indiana
Bead Society displays, silversmithing demonstrations and
classes, lampwork bead demonstrations, wire wrapping
classes; contact Van Wimmer Sr, 5273 Bradshaw Rd.,

continued on page 48

Rock & Gem


http://ebook-free-download.net/

The Gem Shop, Inc.

W64N723/Washington Ave

Cedarburg, WI 53012

Ph 262.377.4666,Fx 262.377.4804
thegemshop.co, mail@thegemshop.com

E: Quartzsite Pow Wow
Space 539-540, Jan 19-23, 2011

IT'S THE MOTHER LODE!

BELOW LIST PRICES on Rockhound Supplies, Lapidary
Equipment, Beads & Beading Supplies & Much More!

FAST SERVICE!

Eloxite Corp.
“Your complete jewelry craft &
lapidary supply house!”
Write or call for your FREE CATALOG with LOW,
LOW, BELOW LIST PRICES on: Beads & Beading Supplies,
Cabochons, Faceted Stones, Many Gemstone Items, Rockhound
. Tools, Lapidary Equipment, Polishes, Findings Galore, Earrings,
Bracelets, Chains, Charms, Leather Belts, Pendants, Money Clips,
Sterling Silver ltems, Feathers, Rings, Bola Slides, Bola Ties,
Belt Buckles, Buckle Inserts, Jeweler’s Tools & Supplies, Clock
Movements, Jewelry Boxes, Diamond Tools & Saw Blades, and
much, much, more! (Quantity Discounts Available)

WE’RE ON THE
INTERNET!
Visit our On-Line
Store at
www.eloxite.com

2 = PHONE (307) 322-3050 [CALL BEFORE NOON
Call, writ FAX (307) 322-3055, or write: MOUNTAIN TIME AND YOUR
A e, or fax for your FREE 122 g,y ;10 Corp.
PAGE CATALOG FULL OF OVER 2000  pept. 5; P.O. Box 729 FREE CATALOG WILL BE ON
items at Below List Prices, Wheatland, WY 82201 LTHE WAY THE SAME DAY!

47




™

GOLD SPECIMENS
GoLD NUGGETS
GOoLD NUGGET JEWELRY
14Kt +12Kgf

Sterling Silver
Lockets
& Findings

ol ~C @) PR (000 828655
Guaranteed - : % Jw.minerskeepers.com

ormation@minerskeepers.com

Please visit our newly updated website for
quality gold specimens and nuggets.

The perfect way to display your treasure. . _ .
Auvailable in several shapes and sizes, P f_;)cn:'l $1.00 for brfa chure
‘H.'ff."l |'l.l"ld without g(itd. LR:HJHG olc \k’:tl‘l (ju.]c:)

“The Original” SPENCER OPAIL MINES
Located in Spencer, ID at North end of Opal Ave.

Mini Mine open 9:00 am to 5:00 pm during the summer.

Bring your own tools, eye protection required and mo open toed shoes.
Summer Contact: Winter Contact:
27 Opal Ave., a] . PO. Box 521
Spencer, 1D 83446 Www. Spellcel‘op mines.com Salome, AZ 85348

(208) 374-5476 (928) 859-3752
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Salem, VA 24153, (540) 384-6047, e-mail: van @ toteshows.
com; Web site: www toteshows.com

25-27—LOVELAND, COLORADO: 50th annual show;
Fort Collins Rockhounds; The Ranch, Larimer County
Fairgrounds, Thomas M. McKee 4-H, Youth & Community
Bldg.; Fri. 4-8, Sat. 8-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $4 ($7 weekend
pass); under 18 §1, children under 12 free with adult; pyrite,
exhibits, door prizes, grab bags, silent auction, demon-
strations, dealers, gems, minerals, fossils, beads, rough
rocks, equipment; contact Dave Halliburton, Fort Collins
Rockhounds, P.O. Box 482, Fort Collins, CO 80522, (970)
493-6168; e-mail: fcrockhounds@yahoo.com; Web site:
www.fortcollinsrockhounds.org

25-27—SANDY (SALT LAKE CITY), UTAH: Show; Gem
Faire Inc.; South Towne Exposition Center/Exhibit Hall 5,
9575 5. State St Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $§7 week-
end pass: contact Yooy Melson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail:
info @ gemfaire.com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com

25-27—SARASOTA, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox Pro-
ductions; Municipal Auditorium, 801 N. Tamiami Tr.
(Hwy. 41); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry,
beads; contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm
Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail:
frankcox@comcast.net; Web site: www.frankcoxproduc
tions.com

26-27—ANGELS CAMP, CALIFORNIA: Show, “Jump for
the Gold”; Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society; Calaveras
County Fairground, 101 Frogtown Rd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4;
adults $4, children 12 and under free with paying adult;
exhibits, demonstrations, kids' activities, silent auction, sales,
raffle, door prizes, dealers, fossils, jewelry, meteorites, books,
lapidary supplies, slabs, gems, beads; contact Tak Iwata,
18310 Coyote Meadow Rd., Sonora, CA 95370, (209) 928-
5579; e-mail: Tak2me @msn.com; Web site: www.calaveras
gemandmineral.org

26-27T—HAMBURG, NEW YORK: 43rd annual show, “Pre-
Historic Mammals: Elephants in Our Back Yard"; Buffalo
Geological Society; The Fairgrounds, Market and Grange
Bldgs., 5600 McKinley Bivd., South Park Ave. entrance; Sat.
10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5; demonstrations, minerals, fossils,
beads, jewelry, private collections, unigue gifts, drawings;
contact Don Lapham, 6802 Erica Ln., Lockport, NY 14094,
(716) 879-0457; e-mail: donald_lapham & fmc.com; Web site:
www.bgsny.org

26-27—HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS: Show; Connec-
ticut Valley Mineral Club; Holiday Inn at Ingleside, 1-91 Exit
15; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $4, children 12 and under
free with adult; minerals, gemstones, jewelry, crystals,
beads, fossils, lapidary, demonstrations, exhibits; contact
Lee Champigny, (413) 320-9741; e-mail: pull G4fun@verizon,
net; Web site: www.cvmineralclub.org

26-27—PORT ANGELES, WASHINGTON: 1st annual
show, City of Port Angeles; Vern Burton Community Center,
308 E. 4th St Sat. 9-7 Sun. 10-5; contact Cindy Lou
Kochanek, City of Port Angeles, Recreation Division, 308 E.
4th, PO. Box 1150, Port Angeles, WA 98362, (360) 417-4550;
e-mail: ckochane @cityofpa.us

26-27—ROSEVILLE, CALIFORNIA: 49th annual show;
Roseville Rock Rollers; Reseville (Placer County)
Fairgrounds, 800 All America City Blvd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun.
10-4; adults $6, seniors (60+) $5, kids 12 and under free;
more than 35 vendors, crystals, gold, geode cracking,
beads, gemstones, fossils, polished stones, handcrafted
jewelry, opal, world-class mineral specimens, tourmaling,
sunstones, amber, mineral identification, “Kids’ Junction”,
demonstrations, silent auctions, more than 40 exhibits,
raffle, lapidary shop open house; contact Gloria Marie,
(916) 216-1114; e-mail: gloriarosevillerockrollers@gmail,
com; Web site: www.rockrollers.com

26-27—SAYRE, PENNSYLVANIA: 42nd annual show;
Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club; Athens Twp. Volunteer Fire
Hall, 211 Herrick Ave.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-5; adults §3, students
51, children under 8 free; club demonstrations and displays,
dealers, fossils, minerals, gems, junior activities, mini-
mine, geode cutting, Carnegie Museum and Paleontological
Research Institute displays; contact Bob McGuire, PO. Box
224, Lopez, PA 18628, (570) 928-9238, e-mail: uvbob @epix.
net; Web site: www.chehannarocks.com

26-27—SWEET HOME, OREGON: 63rd annual show;
Sweet Home Rock & Mineral Society; Sweet Home High
School Activity Gym, 1641 Long St.; Sat. 10-8, Sun. 10-5; fos-
sils, rocks, gems; contact Joe Cota, PO. Box 2279, Lebanon,
OR 97355, (541) 451-4027

continued on page 56
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73] TYSON WELLS &

TYSON W WELI.S T "TYSON WELLS 33 ANNUAL

Rock-Gem-Mineral Show | SELL-A-RAMA

Quartzsite, Arizona Rock-Gems-Arts-Crafts Show

JAN. 7 -16, 2011 JAN. 21 - 30, 2011, A 10-DAY SHOW

A 25-ACRE OUTDOOR SPECTACULAR
A I O'DAY SH ow An Unbelievable Variety Displayed on 2.2 Miles of Aisle Frontage

Crystal Classics ~ Ian Bruce ~ East Coker,
tel: +44 1935 862 673 email: ian(@crys

- Gems - Rocks - Minerals - Jewelry - - Gems - Rocks - Minerals - Arts -
- Silver & Goldsmithing - Faceting - - Crafts - Hobbies - Jewelry -
- Precious Metals - - Silver & Goldsmithing - Faceting -

Lapidary Tools, Equipment & Supplies - Precious Metals - Antiques - Coins -
FREE ADMISSION - FREE PARKING TYSON WELLS

LOCATION AND DETAILS: S.W. Corner of I-10 Freeway and Highway 95,

Quartzsite, Arizona, home of the largest show of its kind, » Takes days to see it all, « A buy- P.O. Box 60, Quartzsite, AZ 85346

ers fin(_i sellelrs llﬂm'!(ct oflhe _wm'_ld, . Smoloth. fine g‘r;welled_. dust L‘o.:]n'olllgtli. Ilmcke.{'i Sl?lll'ﬂii‘\.‘.‘ Show Office Phone: (928) 927-6364 + For R.V. Office: (928) 927-6365
for selling, parking and camping in the beautiful desert setting of Arizona’s La Posa Valley.

« Live on your show spaces or in our on-premises no-hookup campground with water and E-mail: tysonwe]]s@itds_net

dump station. * Honey wagon available. « Easy access in and out of show. » Over 850 selling T

spaces on 25 acres. = This is a must see event. wWww. t y sonwe l l S.com
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Classic
OUARTZ

CRYSTALS

They're Beautifully Attractive, Historically Important,

and Scientifically Interesting

Story and Photos by Bob Jones

ot only is quartz the most

common mineral on
earth, it is surely the most popu-
lar, thanks to a small selection of
crystallized varieties collectors
seek. Quartz is found in so many
varieties, occurs in such varied
rock types, and develops in such
a panoply of forms and colors

that every collector can find one

or more quartz types to enjoy.

Mineral collectors love quartz in its several colorful crystal forms—
smoky, amethyst, citrine, rose—as well as rock crystal, quartz with
inclusions, and more! | suspect every collection has mare than one
quartz specimen in it. The forms of quartz are so varied and so
interesting that this silicon dioxide species can constitute an entire
collection. The mineral is beautifully attractive, historically impor-
tant, and scientifically very interesting. It is even used in electronic
equipment—your quartz watch, for example!

Quartz will often develop in one of three twin forms, two of
which are not easily identified. Quartz can also occur as small,
doubly terminated crystals, sometimes in clusters, that are often
referred to as “diamonds”.

Which among the amazing variations and occurrences of
quartz should be considered classic? How about Arkansas

50 www.rockngem.com

Amethyst crystals from the classic source in Guerrero, Mexico, are very showy and can be exceptionally large.

quartz—so common, so ordinary, but so well crystallized and
abundant? Or how about the “diamonds” from Herkimer, New
York, a locality known for nearly three centuries? Surely, Swiss
smoky quartz specimens and Japan Law twins from the type
locality are classics.

To be categorized as classic, the quartz has to have something
unusual about it. Often, it is the locality as much as the crys-
tal itself. Quartz from Bourg d'Oisans, France, another source of
gemmy, water-clear Japan Law twins, is classic. Other localities
produce water-clear Japan Law twins, but the sheer beauty and
perfection of the French twins makes them especially desirable
and therefore classic.

Another factor in attributing classic status is timing. Sources that
are now considered classic were the first known sources of that

Rock & Gem
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What could be more cla_s;ic than the well-known combination of smoky quartz and
amazonite from the Pikes Peak area of Colorado?

type of quartz. For instance, the quartz twins known as “Japan Law”
are so named because they were first found in that country. Even
though they are exceeded in size by twins from Brazil and in qual-
ity by the French twins, the Japan Law twins are classics because
they gave us the name of the form.

Another factor that determines classic status for quartz is quantity.
A locality that is a long-term, consistent producer can be considered
classic. The Hot Springs, Arkansas, area surely fits this description.

Alpine smoky quartz specimens are much prized and have been
collected from number of sites in the Alps. Some groups are enor-
mous, weighing several hundred pounds. Just how the Swiss col-
lectors, known as strahlers, managed to bring such monster crystal
clusters down from high in the mountains is a mystery to me.

These smoky quartz crystals are very often gemmy and range in
color from light smoky to nearly black. They are often perfect six-sid-
ed prisms showing a variety of terminations that are worthy of study.
These dark beauties occur in cavities, cracks, and open pockets in
the metamorphic rocks of the Alps, where they grew unimpeded.
They are not mined from a single locality, but are found scattered
throughout the mountainous region. Some are revealed by glacial
action; others are exposed during road and tunnel building. Some
of the pockets produce huge quantities of crystals. One cavity near
Grimsel, Switzerland, produced some 50 tons of crystals.

Certainly, the most desired smoky quartz specimens from Swit-
zerland are what the locals call gwindels, or twisted crystals. These
dark beauties form in stacks of crystals, one on top of the other, but
shifted out of alignment. Just why such twisted crystals develop is
not known, in spite of extensive study by scientists.

Quartz is made up of silicon-oxygen molecules, which have a
tetrahedral (with four triangular faces) shape. Unlike cubes, which
can stack on each other in perfect alignment, tetrahedra are offset
when they stack. The result is a quartz crystal with an internal twist,
which is expressed by the external prism faces as a very slight 1- to
5-degree curve that is often not easily seen with the unaided eye.
Most quartz prism faces look perfectly straight, but they are not.
Because most quartz crystals grow vertically from a point of nucle-
ation, this slight curve is not often important.

However, when quartz crystals grow horizontally or stack, with
side prisms attached, that curving offset affects the overall appear-
ance of the crystal stack or group, and a gwindel is the result. As

January 2011
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The Swiss Alps are the classic source for smoky quartz gwindels, which are so named
because the crystals stack in a twisted form.

N JONES COLLECTION

Herkimer “diamonds” are water-clear, gemmy quartz crystals from the dassic quartz
deposits around Herkimer, New York.

crystals develop horizontally, the slight curvature of each crystal
offsets the next crystal in the stack. This happens again and again
until a curve or twist is visible in the crystal cluster. Terminations, in-
stead of being atop each crystal, are along the sides of the gwindel.
In some gwindels, you can distinguish individual crystals along the
curving sides. In others, the gaps between crystals fill completely,
so the twisted side surface of the gwindel is smooth.

The twisted smoky quartz crystals from the Swiss and French
Alps are much prized, and rightly so. They have been known for
centuries and have long been considered unique. Of late, however,
a similar environment in Russia has yielded equally fine smoky
gwindel quartz crystals in quantity and increased the supply of this
classic type quartz. This new source of gwindels, many of which far
exceeded the Swiss beauties in size and quality, has been devel-
oped near Saranpaul in the Polar Urals of Russia. There are eyewit-
ness reports of gwindels that are 2 feet and 3 feet long, gemmy,
and with more than one gwindel clustered on a specimen.
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QUARTZ CRYSTALS from page 51

Of all the quartz localities in the world,
perhaps the one area in the United States
that has been collected most often by ama-
teurs over a longer period of time than any
other is Herkimer, New York, which has
given its name to the small doubly termi-
nated crystals found there by the millions.
Better known as “Herkimer diamonds”,
these water-clear, doubly terminated, gem-
my quartz crystals were known to Native
Americans before they were “discovered”
by European settlers.

This New York quartz occurs in small
pockets scattered throughout the extremely
hard dolostone host rock, a high-magnesium
type of limestone. This means there can be
no crystal-rich veins, only certain horizons
within the dolostone that contain the ma-
jority of the randomly placed pockets.

The crystal pockets themselves are in-
teresting. Some 500 million years ago,
the Herkimer area was under the sea.
Organized life was just evolving, and or-
ganic matter, including stromatolites, was
trapped within the sediments that were
destined to become hard rock. Stroma-
tolites formed rounded, layered growths,
which were eventually buried in the mud
and eventually enclosed in rock. When
they decayed, they left small cavities that
were often enlarged by acids resulting
from the decay of organic material. It was
in these openings that quartz crystals be-
gan to develop.

The millions of single Herkimer crystals
and small clusters are very much alike. Each
crystal is bright and shiny, doubly terminat-
ed, water clear due to very slow growth,
and found loose in a cavity. Matrix speci-
mens are uncommaon.

More exciting are the gemmy crystals that
grew, not on matrix, but attached to each
other to form graceful and very showy clus-
ters. Many such clusters on the market today
have been reassembled from a half-dozen
or so loose crystals found in a pocket. Any
quartz collection should have at least one of
these clusters in it. Overall, the Herkimer-
area “diamond” quartzes have had a greater
impact on our hobby than quartz from any
other locality, and is surely classic!

Among the more popular collector
quartzes are those which are easily iden-
tified as twinned crystals. Dauphine and
Brazil Law twins are not easily recognized,
nor are they particularly unusual in ap-
pearance. To the casual eye, they look like
ordinary single crystals with growth pat-
terns on their prism faces. Their twinning
is internal, and while crystallographers
have little trouble identifying them, collec-
tors are less skilled.

Japan Law twins are very showy, easily
identified, and thought to be uncommon,
which adds to their appeal. They often
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look like a pair of flat rabbit ears diverging
from a base at nearly 90 degrees. They
are very often flat, with two opposing
prism faces forming a continuous “face”.
These crystals are attached at an 84.5-de-
gree angle.

Just when the term Japan Law was ap-
plied to these showy quartz crystals is
uncertain, but it stems from their occur-
rence at Otomezaka (Yamanashi Prefec-
ture) and several other Japanese locali-
ties. When 1 started seriously collecting
minerals after World War Il, Japan Law
twins were seldom available and were
treated as quite rare. In fact, during the
past 60-odd years, so many sources have
produced fine Japan Law twins that this
form of quartz is readily available at rea-
sonable prices from China, Bolivia, Brazil,

EVAN JONES COLLECTION

]

Delicately colored amethysts come in fine clusters from Las Vigas de Ramirez (Veracruz), Mexico.

The quartz twins known as “Japan Law” are so named because they were first found in that country.

Arizona, France, Germany, Peru, Alaska,
Russia, and more locations.

Specimens of smoky quartz can be
highly prized and some are true classics.
The Pikes Peak area of Colorado is well
known to collectors. Most of the smokies
from here are not perfect prisms and most
are too dark to transmit much light. But
some of Colorado’s smoky quartz prisms
are not so dark, form nearly prefect hex-
agonal prisms, and are very attractive.
The almost universal occurrence of these
smoky quartz prisms with colorful ama-
zonite makes them not only popular, but
unique in the quartz world. Surely, such
a pairing makes them classic! Where else
can you find this combination of lovely,
gemmy quartz with textbook-sharp blue-
green amazonite crystals?
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Will you be ready when
Inspiration Strikes?

Come to US Lo SAVE
on all your SUTPPLIES
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6” Combination Lapidary Unit

495 Shown

Saw, grind, sand
and polish gem-
stone material on
one machine with
Covington’s com-
plete ready-
to-use units.
* Quick change hood and buff.
* Rust proof aluminum castings.
* Adjustable cab and wheel rest.
* Continuous variable-speed control.
*1/3 HP, 110v motor and switch cord.
* Available in 220v 50hz for use outside Continental USA

Two models available.
* No. 494 - 6" Silicon Carbide Unit.
* No. 495 - 6” Diamond Combination Unit.
Covington Engineering Corp.

P.O. Box 35 - 715 West Colton Ave., Redlands, CA 92373
CALL US TOLL FREE (877) 793-6636
Qutside U.S. (909) 793-6636 FAX (909) 793-7641
FOR FREE CATALOG
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(RETAIL & WHOILESALE)

GEMS * MINERALS * PETRIFIED WOOD
ROUGH ROCK & SLABS
ROCKHOUND & LAPIDARY SUPPLIES
JEWELRY * CRYSTALS * BEADS
ROUGH & CUT STONES * FACETING
SILVER & GOLD SMITHING
FOSSILS * CARVINGS
LEATHER & MUCH MORE

CALL (928) 927-6361 FOR MORE INFORMATION

JUST OFF EXAT 17 ON INTERSTATE 10
QUARTZSITE. ARIZONA

FREE PARKING
FREE ADMISSION

PERERT OARDENS
OfiM WIOW

SITEJ15

ey hEE B w Weaaly




IARTZ CRYSTALS from page 52

Of all the crystallized quartzes, the most
popular and most colorful variety is ame-
thyst. From dark-violet, tightly packed crys-
tals lining cavernous openings in southern
Brazil to delicately hued, slender prisms in
diverging clusters from Mexico, amethyst
specimens have certainly caught the atten-
tion of the gem world and crystal collectors.
Large, curving amethyst-lined “cathedral”
specimens are now used as interior décor
in offices and building lobbies. The finest
gemmy amethyst is often faceted into richly
hued gems worn by the rich and famous, as
well as folks born in February. It is the com-
mon folks” most popular colorful gem, yet
it is blessed with a royal color that fits into
any facet of society!

Two localities in Mexico have produced
wonderful, colorful, and aesthetically beau-
tiful amethysts that are extremely popular.
Delicately colored amethysts come in fine
clusters from Las Vigas de Ramirez, in the
state of Veracruz. Crystals up to 6 inches
long that are colorless at the base and
lightly tipped with an almost ethereal violet
color are common. These are among the
finest display amethysts known from any
locality! Today, amethyst from Las Vigas is
seldom collected, as the political situation,
coupled with increasing collecting difficul-
ties, has restricted production.

Mexico’s second noteworthy source of
classic amethyst is in the state of Guerre-
ro. These crystals are very showy and can
be exceptionally large, the largest reach-
ing 10 inches in length. They are not at
all slender; theyre often well over an inch
at the base, look swollen in the middle,
and taper to a narrow termination. What
is remarkable about the better groups of
these crystals is that they have a deep
violet base and the color fades gradually
toward the termination, ending with a
snow-white tip! These are the finest such
crystals ever found.

Kapnik, Romania, seems to be one of
the first significant amethyst localities to
be discovered in Europe. Specimens are
not large, but the limpid violet color of
these short, curving prisms is very much
prized by collectors of historically impor-
tant species.

There are many sources of gem am-
ethysts that formed as broad “points” lack-
ing prism length, with terminations that are
packed tightly together. The amethyst from
Brazil is of this type, but there are other fine
sources, including Korea, Russia, and sev-
eral of the United States. Amethyst is found
in a host of deposits that run from Maine
down to Georgia.

Most notable are the superb amethysts
from Stony Point and nearby localities in
western North Carolina. Superbly colored
amethysts were found during farming as
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America’s finest gem amethyst, being mined at Jackson’s Crossroads, Georgia, is sure to become a classic.

loose crystals in the soil. Later explora-
tion revealed pegmatite deposits and other
sources of fine crystals that can be as much
as 3 inches across at the base, with ex-
tremely short prism faces and perfect and
very lovely violet terminations. The best of
North Carolina’s amethysts are certainly to
be cherished as classic beauties.

More recently, astounding gem am-
ethyst was discovered at Jackson's Cross-
roads (Wilkes County), Georgia, in 1988.
This remarkable find has produced some
of the finest amethysts ever found in
America—or the world, for that matter!
These superb crystals are up to several
inches long, with brilliant luster and eye-
pleasing color. The crystals make breath-
taking display pieces and can be faceted
into gems with a vibrant red-violet color
as good any ever found. Perhaps these

gemmy beauties are too recently found to
be called “classic”, but their youth is the
only deterrent to that title now!

Here in Arizona, high on the saddle be-
tween the southernmost pair of the Four
Peaks in the Mazatzel Mountains, is an in-
teresting gem amethyst mine. It is worked
sporadically and produces some of the ugli-
est amethyst “points”. The tips of these crys-
tals, however, are zoned from colorless to
deep amethyst and produce cut gems that
rival the best from Russia and Korea, which
have long been considered the standard
for amethyst gems. The Four Peaks mine,
which | found extremely difficult to reach
after a snowfall, doesn't produce specimens
in great enough volume to earn the classic
rating. But as a source of superb gem rough,
it ranks exceptionally high in the world of
faceted gems."”

When quartz crystals stack on their prism sides, the resulting cluster is a curving form called a gwindel.
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DIAMOHD DRILLS

www.lapcraft.com

is all you need to know for your diamond tool needs

Lapcraft, Inc. excels in the manufacture of standard as well as
custom designed products in both diamond and cbn plated
abrasives. Customer inquiries are invited.

DMMUND SAW BLMJES : DMHU"D'UISCS

DOWNLOAD OUR CATALOG!

Lapcraft, Inc.®

CustService@Lapcraft.com

195 West Olentangy Street, Powell, OH 43065-8720 USA

Phone (614) 764-8993

Sales (800) 432-4748

FAX (614) 764-1860

ROCK’S GEM TRIM SAWS & BULL WHEEL ARE
TIME TESTED MACHINES MADE OF HEAVY DUTY
CAST ALUMINUM AND MADE IN THE U.S.A.

FEATURES OF 4” & 6”
HIGH SPEED GEM TRIM SAWS

Solid cast aluminum construction.
Attractive and durable powder coat finish.
8 ft power cord.

3000 rpm motors.

12" arbor.

MK-303 Saw blade included.

Package of Crystalcut included.

Made in the USA.

THE A

FEATURES OF THE BULL WHEEL

Complete unit with balanced wheels.
Solid cast aluminum construction.
Attractive and durable powder coat finish.
4" x 12" expanding sanding wheel. (4 belts included)

12" flat disc with sponge rubber. (4 disc included)

12" convex disc covered with leather over a sponge rubber backing.
% hp 120v 60hz mofor.

Quick change motor mount.

8 ft power cord.

Made in the USA.

DEALER INQUIRES WELCOME

TOOL & MACHINE

P.O. Box 248, Wellington, OH 44090 Phone # 419-929-8575

Fax # 419-929-2913

Email: info@polaristool.com Website: www.polaristool.com
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Opal & Gemstone Jewelry
Cutting * Designing * Setting

GEMSTONE
OPALR UPIRY -

« DESICNING = SETTING
cUTTmCERE i & NEew Book

Paul Downing’s

320 PAGES

CoLor & Ba&W

Proros & Diacrams

" F2ihs Dowsnp PO

. Cut Your First Gemstone

. Properly Dome an Agate

. Advance to Cutting Opal

. Make Doublets & Triplets

. Design & Assemble Intarsia

. Create Lost Wax Jewelry Designs
. Set the Stones You Have Cut

$29.95 prus $6.00 s&u

MAJESTIC PRESS, INC.
P O Box 1348, Estes Park CO 80517
Email: majesticpress@aol.com
www.majesticpress.com

Phone (971) 218-4556

INQUIRIES
s - WELCOME

hand grinding stamping tools for

Since 1978, I have been
the silver jewelry trade. These stamps are hardened and
tempered to aprox. 58 Rockwell, (that's HARD!) blued,
and satisfaction guaranteed. If you EVER are dissatisfied
with any stamp we make, simply retum it to us fora
replacement, period. No questions asked.

+ Hand-made in A 1 the best tool steel
money can buy.
« $8.00 each individual Stamp.
« Lifetime replacement warranty (A
) ... no questions asked.
+ 0 different designs available.

Shop the Website, or call or e-mail to request a catalog.
UNIQUE TOOL, P.0. Box 378, Rodeo, NM 8B056
Call Toll-Free (800) 840-2434
www.thingswestern.com
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1-2—COLVILLE, WASHINGTON: Annual spring show;
Panorama Gem & Mineral Club; Fort Colville Grange Hall,
Hwy. 20; Fri. 8:30-6, Sat. 9-5; contact Bill Allen, (509) 935-
8779; e-mail: sago @ theofficenet.com

1-3—EUGENE, OREGON: Show; Gem Faire Inc.; Lane
County Events Center/Exhibit Hall, 796 W. 13th Ave., Fri.
12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; §7 weekend pass; contact Yooy
Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info @ gemfaire.com; Web
site: www.gemfaire.com

2-3—HELENA, MONTANA: 64th annual show; Helena
Mineral Society; Helena Civic Center, corner of Neill Ave.
and Park Ave., Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $1, children 12 and
under free with adult; 25 dealers, jewelry, mineral specimens,
rough and faceted gemstones, fossils, cutting rough, beads,
eguipment, children’s activities (garnet hunt, ball toss, grab
bags, silent auction), fluorescent mineral display, 20 show-
cases; contact Gary Parisi, P.O. Box 736, Helena, MT 59624,
(406) 442-1226; e-mail: gjparisi72@yahoo.com; Web site:
www.helenamineralsociety.org

2-3—PARIS, ONTARIO, CANADA: 39th annual show;
Brantford Lapidary & Mineral Society; Paris Fairgrounds,
139 Silver St.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; adults §5, children
12 and under free, dealers, gems, minerals, fossils,
stone, lapidary equipment, supplies, fine jewelry, supplies,
beads, demonstrations, exhibits, silent auction, “Mine for
Gems" display: contact Robert Parry, 138 Sugar Maple
Rd., St. George, ONT, NOE 1NO, (519) 448-1236; e-mail:
robert@roberthalloriginals.com; Web site: www.brantford
lapidarymineral.ca

2-3—PLYMOUTH MEETING, PENNSYLVANIA: Show,
“Mineral Treasures and Fossil Fair”; Philadelphia Mineralogical
Society, Delaware Valley Paleontological Society; Lulu Temple,
5140 Butler Pike; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $5, children under
12 $1, uniformed Scouts free; fossils, minerals, gems, speak-
ers, exhibits, Fossil Dig, Kid's Corner, door prizes, Scouting
merit badge information; contact Douglas Klieger, 26 Cabot Ct,,
Wayne, PA 19087, (610) 644-2492; e-mail: dklieger@verizon.
net; Web site: hitp://pms.moonfruit.com

2-3—POCATELLO, IDAHO: 54th annual show; South East
Idaho Gem & Mineral Seciety; Bannock County Fairgrounds,
Commercial Bldg.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; contact Kevin B. Taylor,
246 Washington Ave., Pocatello, ID 83201, (208) 232-4269

2-3—SILOAM SPRINGS, ARKANSAS: Spring show;
Morthwest Arkansas Gem & Mineral Society; Community
Bldg., Mt. Olive Rd.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults 53, students
$1, children free; contact Charlotte Leininger, (479) 721-
3882; e-mail: TheSwankyStone @aol.com; Web site: www.
nwarockhounds.org

7-9—WYOMING, MICHIGAN: Show, “Unburied Ancient
Treasures”; Indian Mounds Rock & Mineral Club; Rogers
Plaza Town Center, 972 28th St., 0.25 mile west of US
131; Thu. 9:30-9, Fri. 9:30-9, Sat. 9:30-8; free admis-
sion; Science Museum of Minnesota display, museum-
quality exhibits, mineral and fossil identification, club
sales, children's collectibles, demonstrations, dealers,
micromounts, crystals, stone beads, carvings, meteor-
ites, jewelry, specimens; contact Don Van Dyke, 4296
Oakview, Hudsonville, Ml 49426, (616) 669-6932; e-mail:
donvandyke @tm.net; Web site: http:/findianmoundsrock
club.com/index.htm

8-10—ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox
Productions; The Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N; Fri. 10-5, Sat.
10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry, beads: contact Frank Cox
Productions, 755 8. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL 34236,
(941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox @comcast.net; Web site:
www. frankcoxproductions.com

8-10—TACOMA, WASHINGTON: Show; Gem Faire Inc.;
Tacoma Dome/Exhibition Hall, 2727 E. “D" 5t.; Fri. 12-6, Sat.
10-6, Sun. 10-5; 57 weekend pass; contact Yooy Melson,
(503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@ gemfaire.com; Web site: www.
gemfaire.com

8-10—SPOKANE, WASHINGTON: 52nd annual show;
Rock Rollers Club; Spokane County Fair & Expo Center,
Morth 604 Havana at Broadway; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; adults $6, seniors §5, children 12 and under free;
more than 40 dealers, 60 display cases, fossils, gemstones,
mineral specimens, handcrafted jewelry, lapidary supplies
and demonstrations, hourly door prizes, youth activities,
grand prize; contact Gemry Pfeiffer, (509) 294-1927; e-mail:
pfeiffer @ webband.com

9-10—BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON: 50th anniversary
show, A ‘Golden' Family Affair”; Mt. Baker Rock & Gem Club;
Bloedel Donovan Park, 2214 Electric Ave.; Sat. 10-6, Sun.

10-5; free admission; raffle, exhibits, rocks, fossils, gems,
jewelry, dealers, door prizes, silent auction, lapidary, gold
panning, black light, gem cutting, demonstrations, kids'
activities; contact Wes Gannaway, (360) 384-4209; e-mail:
debnwes @ comcast.net

9-10—DES PLAINES, ILLINOIS: 46th annual show; Des
Plaines Vallery Geological Society, Des Plaines Park District
Leisure Center, 2222 Birch St.; Sat. 9:30-5, Sun. 10-4; adults
$3, seniors $2, students $1, children under 12 free; dealers,
gems, jewelry, fossils, minerals, Kids' Room, demonstrations,
exhibits, door prizes, raffles, silent auction; contact Frank
Lavin, 9942 Montrose Ave., Schiller Park, IL 60176, (815)
298-9178; e-mail: nival42@ hotmail.com; Web site: www.
desplainesgeologyclub.org

9-10—CANTON, ILLINOIS: 51st annual show; Fulton
County Rockhounders; Wallace Park; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5;
free admission; contact Steven Holley, (309) 231-8861;
e-malil: ilfossil@hotmail.com; or Deb Coursey, (309) 368-
8451; e-mail: courseyfarms @gmail.com

9-10—JOHNSON CITY, NEW YORK: 42nd annual show;
New York Southern Tier Geology Club; Johnson City Senior
Center, 30 Brocton Ave.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3, chil-
dren under 12 free; dealers, minerals, fossils, beads, jewelry,
exhibits, door prizes, ultraviolet display; contact Al Conklin,
187 Forest Hill Rd., Apalachin, NY 13732, (607) 625-4140;
e-mail: allanconklin@aol.com

9-10—MARION, ILLINOIS: Show: Southern lllincis Earth
Science Club: Wiliamson County Pavilion, 1602 Sioux
Dr.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $2, ages 18 and under
free; gems, minerals, fossils, lapidary, shells, silent auc-
tions, door prizes, fluorescent demonstrations; contact Mike
Chontofalsky, 1019 E. Broadway, Centralia, IL 62801, (618)
532-0455; e-mail: chontofalsky @ att.net

15-17—ALPINE, TEXAS: Show, “Alpine Agate Festival’
Chihuahuan Desert Gem & Mineral Club; Alpine Civic
Center, Hwy. 90W and 13th St. N; Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 11-5;
free admission; South Central Federation convention, grand
prize, door prizes, silent auctions, field trips, kids' corner,
demo dealers: contact Mary Brogan, PO. Box 1111, Alpine,
TX 79831, (432) 386-2340; e-mail: marybrogan @ rocketmail.
com; Web site: www.cdgmec.org

15-17—RICKREALL, OREGON: 56th annual show; Willamette
Agate Mineral Society; Polk County Fairgrounds, 520 S. Pacific
Hwy. W Fri. 9-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4:30; contact Kristi Edwards,
(541) 738-6811; e-mail: edwardskk @gmail.com

15-17—SAN DIEGO, CALIFORMNIA: Gem Faire—Scottish
Rite Event Center, 1895 Camino del Rio S. Gem Faire
hours: Fri. 12pm-6pm, Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun. 10am-5pm.
Admission $7 weekend pass; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)
252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: www.
gemfaire.com

15-177—SARASOTA, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox
Productions; Municipal Auditorium, 801 N. Tamiami Tr. (Hwy.
41); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry, beads;
contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203,
Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox @
comcast.net; Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.com

15-17—WICHITA, KANSAS: Show and sale, “World of
Wonders, Cessna Activity Center, 2744 George Washington
Blvd.; adults $5, ages 12-17 $1, children under 12 free with
adult; gemstone jewelry, gems, crystals, beads, agates,
polished stones, fossils, rocks, minerals, children’s programs;
contact Gene Maggard, (316) 742-3746; e-mail: gandpmag
gard @wildblue.net

16-17—WACO, TEXAS: Annual show; Waco Gem & Mineral
Club; Texas State Technical College, Industrial Tech. Bldg.,
Crest Dr., off 1-35, north of Waco; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; adults
S5 (both days); contact Karen Wood, 2315 Colcord, Waco, TX
76707, (254) 755-7274; e-mail: kwood @ hot.rr.com; Web site:
www.wacogemandmineral.org

16-177—WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA: Show, “Contra
Costa Crystal Fair®; Pacific Crystal Guild; Civic Park Community
Center, 1375 Civic Dr.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults $6, ages 12
and under free; 30 dealers, minerals, gems, crystals, beads,
metaphysical healing fools; contact Jerry Tomlinson, PO. Box
1371, Sausalito, CA 94966, (415) 383-7837; e-mail: jerry@
crystalfair.com; Web site: www.crystalfair.com

22-24—DENVER, COLORADO: 2011 spring wholesale/
retail show, “Colorado Mineral & Fossil Show”; Martin Zinn
Expositions: Holiday Inn — Denver Central, 4849 Bannock St.;
Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; 80 wholesale and
retail dealers, minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry; contact Martin
Zinn Expositions, PO. Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004-0665;
e-mail: mzexpos @aol.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com

continued on page 58
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LORTONE, inc.

Slab Saws
Arbors
Tumblers
Laps
Trim Saws
Jewelry Tools

Abrasives

12130 Cyrus Way, Mukilteo, WA 98275 * Phone: (425) 493-1600 « Fax: (425) 493-9494
email: equipment@lortone.com * www.Lortone.com

**» WHERE IT ALL BEGAN...

QUARTISITE POW WOW
GEM AND MINERAL SHOW
AND RELATED HOBBIES

SPONSOR - QUARTZSITE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
- FREE PARKING - - FREE ADMISSION - - Displays from

around the world
JAN. 19 - JAN. 23, 2011 Wednesday thru Sunday
Field Trips Daily by Quartzsite Roadrunner Gem & Mineral Club Mineral
y - Minerals -
Food Served Daily Jan 18 - Jan 23, 2011 - Jewelry -
7 am-7 pm Cafeteria Style + Vendor Food Line - Beads -

- NOTICE TO BUYERS - Demonstrations
Truly the buyers market of the world Wire wrap supplies
Over 500 outdoor sites and 10,000 square foot building and Much More...

Dealers with gems

For Dealer Information write Show Chairman - QIA, P.O. Box 881, Quartzsite, AZ 85346-0881
Phone: (928) 927-6325 Fax: (928) 927-4503
E:Mail: powwow @ qiaaz.org  Web Site: www.qiaaz.org
Sales Tax License Required by AZ Department of Revenue
Quartzsite Vendor Selling Permit Required - Purchase prior to show @ QIA




. TUMBLED STONES

We stock a wide range of tumbled-polished
gemstones in all sizes and a unique range of
gemstone-based jewelry and souvenir items.

Largest USA manufacturer of tumbled-stones and
distributors for Topstones. See our catalog and website
for tumbled stones, new-age items, rough stones,
crystals, jewelry, gifts and more.

CRAFTSTONES

505 ELM ST, P.0. BOX 847, RAMONA, CALIFORNIA, 92065 USA
TEL: (760) 789-1620 FAX: (760) 789-3432
Mail: craftstones@craftstones.com. www.crafistones.com
STRICTLY WHOLESALE ENQUIRIES ONLY

z

& |

il 5 LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT
&2 945 GEM

 Our slogan is “Quality lapidary equipment at discount prices’
“Ameritool "Covington Engineering "Gryphon
*Barranca *Diamond Pacific "and More!!

(909) 519-1545

e-mail;jsgems@dslextreme.com

www.jsgemslapidary.com
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23-24—MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE: 32nd show; Memphis
Archaeological & Geological Society; Memphis International
Agricenter, 7777 Walnut Grove Rd.; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5;
adults $5, children 12 and under $2, Scouts free; dealers,
exhibits, kids' area, speakers; contact W.C. McDaniel, (901)
274-7706; e-mail: info@theearthwideopen.com; Web site:
www. The EarthWideOpen.com

23-24—TROY, OHIO: Show; Brukner Center Gem & Mineral
Club; Miami County Fairgrounds, North End Activity Bldg.,
County Road 25-A; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults 1, children
free; dealers, specimens, gems, jewelry, demonstrations,
displays, silent auction, door prizes, free rock for children,
mineral identification, children’s activities; contact Gene
Davis, (937) 667-4160

29-1—SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem Faire
Inc.; Sonoma County Fairgrounds/Grace Pavilion, 1350
Bennett Valley Rd.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7 week-
end pass; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail:
info @ gemfaire.com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com

30-1—MARSHFIELD, WISCONSIN: 38th annual show; Heart
of Wisconsin Gem & Mineral Society; Marshfield High School
Fieldhouse, 1401 Becker Rd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; free admis-
sion; displays, dealers, demonstrations, kids' activities, silent
auctions; contact Cynthia Kelman, 1403 N. Broadway Ave.,
Marshfield, W1 54449, (715) 387-8782; e-mail: kelman@tznet.
com; Web site: www.fromtherockroom.com

30-1—MEDFORD, OREGON: 56th annual show, “Diamonds
Are Forever”; Roxy Ann Gem & Mineral Society: Medford
Armory, 1701 S. Pacific Hwy.; Sat. 9-5:30, Sun. 10-4:30;
exhibits, dealers, demonstrations, gold panning, silent auc-
tion, children's activities, door prizes; contact Janet Fields,
378 Dexter Way, Grants Pass, OR 97527, (541) 476-8937, or
Sandy Roney, 1431 Elaine Way, Medford, OR 97501, (541)
734-0838; e-mail: msroney @ prodial.us

30-1—SEATTLE, WASHINGTON: Show; West Seattle
Rock Club; Alki Masonic Temple, 4736 40th Ave. SW;
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; contact Audrey Vogelpohl, (206) 932-
3292; e-mail: avogelpohl@comcast.net; Web site: www.
westseattlerockelub.org

MAY 2011

6-8—BISHOP, CALIFORNIA: 10th annual show, “Eastern
Sierra Gem & Mineral Show”; Lone Pine Gem & Mineral
Society; Tri-County Fairgrounds, Robinson Bldg., Sierra St.
and Fair Dr.; Fri. 6-9, Sat. 9:30-5, Sun. 10-3; free admission;
field trips, lapidary demonstrations, lampwork beads, flint
knapping, sphere making, displays, world's largest fulgurite,
local minerals and fossils, spinning wheel, geodes, vendors,
door prizes, children's activities; contact Francee Graham,
P.O. Box 667, Lone Pine, CA 93545, (760) 876-4319; e-mail:
franceem@qunet.com

6-8—COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA: Show, Gem Faire Inc.;
OC Fair & Event Center/Bldg. 10, 88 Fair Dr.; Fri. 12-6, Sat.
106, Sun. 10-5; $7 weekend pass; contact Yooy MNelson,
(503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: www.
gemfaire.com

6-8—McPHERSON, KANSAS: 19th annual sale and swap;
McPherson Gemn & Mineral Club; McPhersen 4-H Bldg., 710 W.
Woodside; Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10:30-3; free admission; buy
or swap, rocks, gems, minerals, fossils, jewelry, door prizes,
displays, collections, free rock identification, fluorescent mineral
exhibit, kid's spin-and-win; contact Jim Nutter, 1611 Jody Ln.,
McPherson, KS 67460, (620) 241-2433; e-mail: mcpherson-
gemmineral @ hotmail.com

7-8—WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVAMNIA: Show, “Greater
Pittsburg Area Jewelry, Gem, Mineral, Bead & Gift Show; FM
Minerals; Washington County Fairgrounds, 2151 N. Main St.;
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults 54, children 12 and under free
with an adult; invited dealers, beads, minerals, fossils, meta-
physical items, jewelry, gemstones, hand-made jewelry, wire
wrapping; contact FM Minerals, PO. Box 252, Farmington,
WV 26571, (304) 825-6845; e-mail: frankoz @juno.com

13-15—JOPLIN, MISSOURI: 5th annual Outdoor Rock
Swap; Tri-State Gem & Mineral Society; Schifferdecker
Park, 7th and Schifferdecker Ave.; Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-6, Sun.
9-4; free admission; contact Joplin Museum Complex, 504
Schifferdecker Ave., Joplin, MO 64801, (417) 623-1180;
e-mail: jmc-cwiseman & sbeglobal.net

continued on page 62
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Opals: The Queen of Gems

Welo Opal Ethiopian Opal from the newly discovered deposit in the Welo Province. The best way to describe the play-of-color char-
acteristics of this opal is a delightful combination of bright, multi-color opal coming from 3 sources: Mexico, Brazil and Australia. Welo is a
very clear crystal opal with the stability and brightness of top gem Australian precious opal. But be forewarned...when you cut your first
piece of this opal you are going to want to cut more. Welo opal is available in Mine Run grade, Grade “AA”, “A”,” B+” and Grade “B” in 3
sizes: .5gm-2gm, 2gm-6gm and 6gm-10gm. Keep an eye on our website for other grades and sizes of this opal coming soon.

January Opal Special
EWO-2 Medium sized, 2-5gm pieces, “A”
grade Welo opal from Ethiopia. Nice chunky
pieces of very bright multi-color crystal
opal. Regular price is $385.00/ounce... now,
for January only, $310.00/ounce or 3 ounces
$825.00 plus $10.00 shipping.

Opal Cutting Classes

Highlights of our 2-day classes are cold dopping, study-
ing and orienting opal, checking for imperfections, opal
cabochon cutting, doublet making and introduction to opal
carving. Classes are limited to 2 students per session.

The Village Smithy Opals, Inc.
Proprietors Steve & Darlene
P.O. Box 21704, Billings, MT 59104-1704
Phone: 406-651-4947 Mobile: 406-208-2577 E-mail:
vsmithy@bresnan.net

Full refund if we are notified 7 days before class time. Website: www.villagesmithyopals.com

The total price for the class is $295.00 which includes all
supplies and opals.

Our class schedule is as follows: January 8-9, January
29-30, February 26-27 and March 12-13. A $100.00 deposit is
required to register with balance of payment due on arrival.

o 2011 DENVER
- COLISEUM SHOW

%}]MWI l*lillllim%
RUETRU N Y LAY
e eeny
Sept. 14-18 Inside Dealers
Sept. 10-18 Tent Dealers

Now Denver’s Largest
e Purpose is to help readers to understand 2 =
and find agates. Mll‘lel'al, FOSSI' &
® Describes agates from all over the world. Jewelry Show!!
® Size is 6" by 9" with heavy art-card cover.
® Has 258 pages printed on coated art paper. — Wholesale & Retail

e Includes 265 color photographs & diagrams.
® Cost is $22.95 + s/h and sales tax (Ml only).

Contact Karen at 906-494-2590 or

— Free Entrance & Parking
— 200 Dealers & 8,000 Visitors

Karen@agatelady.com. Dealers!
For more information visit Our Table Fee is Just $300
www.agatelady.com

or stop by the Gitche Gumee Museum

i Grand Marals, Michiga. www.ColiseumShow.com
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- OXY ROCKS [Gems by John .
G THE GEM AND MINERAL CLEANER Soft Stop Dial . -« l A

PROVEN

Cleaning product, safely removes calcium, organics,
rust and other deposits, leaving your specimens

sparkling. Revolutionary discovery created in lab for

you! Repairs harsh chemical burns. Efficient cleaning.
No noxious fumes.

DISTRIBUTED ENCLUSIVELY BY

OXYROCKS.COM

Enhancement accessory
for Mark |V & | Faceting
Machines. Immediate
Visual Feedback, Greater
Repeatability, More
Precision, Faster Cutting.

.:I _I_' ® \

www.GemsByJohn.com (859) 539-2407

ROCK SHOP
1-44 Exit 189
11010 Dillon Outer Road
Rolla, Missouri 65401
573.368.3737
Open seven days a week
Minerals-Fossils-Lapidary
~ Gem Sluice ~
Yard Rock to Museum Quality Specimens!
route66rockshop.biz

%E O RITES
locks'From|Space,
I have man)' excellent specimens at great prices,
Send for a FREE paper list, OR sign-up for
FREE periodic e-lists at:.
brMeteorites_list under Yahoo-groups.
Blaine Reed - Meteorites
P.O. Box 1141, Delta, CO 81416

PEWTER FIGURINES
100's OF STYLES
HIGH QUALITY WHOLESALE PRICES
FREE CATALOG

IMPERIAL MFG.
14502 Resort Ln., Lakewood, Wi 54138

(715) 276-7865

The Mystique of FIRE AGATE!

From beginner to finished-product.

Three 8”x10” color-photos of
FIRE AGATE included with the book!
Please send $24.99 Money Order to:
Joseph F. Maccarelli at
1143 E. 8th PL., Mesa, AZ 85203

TREASURE

RESEARCH
BOOK - MAPS CATALOG
VIDEOS - ALL SUBJECTS - LOow PRICES
1-800-345-8588

Research Unlimited, Oscoda, MI 48750

FREE CATALOG

THE #1 SOURCE to THE TRADE
ALL TYPES ROUGH & CUT GEMS

KNIGHT’S BOX 411 WAITSFIELD VT 05673

FAX 1-802-496-5619 TEL 1-802-496-3707
e-mail - knights@madriver.com

www.midlandgems.com

FINE GEMSTONES, GEM ROUGH,

CRYSTALS, SPECIMENS &
GEMSTONE CARVINGS
CALL (888) 777-3148

Mineral Specimens
Cut & Uncut Gemstones
New & Used Lapidary Equipment

CRYSTAL CAVE

6835 Stiring Rd., Davie, FL 33314
(954) 585-8988 FAX: (954) 585-8989

CarTopCamper.com
m Sleep comfortably
i~ above the rocks,
mud & critters.

The Mineral Gallery
Mlnera!s and Cryst.als

Visit Uur “ ¢h slle and Onllm \hmrul
Auction Complete with Color Photos at:
httpz/lwww.themineralgallery.com
PO Ii_n\_"l-!-l_ﬂ. )_l_n_hilt’. .-\I_{l_ln_lm! \Mﬂl

Kino Rocks & Minerals
Mineral Specimens * Bookends
Jewelry Findings » Slabs & Rough
Custom Sawing = Lapidary Supplies
NO CATALOG

6756 S. NOGALES HWY., TUCSON, AZ 85756
(520) 294-0143

Leeds Lapida

- & Rock Shop

Premium Kentucky Ag:

Office: 8509, 62 4._rm or ( ell: 859. -;Hz 74 10(1

MarZee Lapidary Tutorial DVDs

| webhttp /Imarzeetutorials.com

BEGINNING CABOCHON. FLATLAP.
LAPIDARY DRILLING. SLOW WOOD LAP.
CARVING A JADE BANGLE.

63 Park Hill Ave., San Francisco, CA 94117
email: marzeetutor:als@znet com

C“'{
Lol UL

Fereonal o //»a
[&f” Lazall and ||

| GEMSTONE CARVING CLASSES | on 0
Taught by Ron Martinez :
Custom JEweLRY DEesiGN & FABRICATION
By GIA Trained Carmen Martinez
www.VisionsByRon.com
408-568-2015
In MeTAL BuiLbing H-6 AT PROSPECTORS -

fires!

Glar-Gapph
Ll 500-485-2072 |
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Westward Look Show
Houston Fine Mineral Shc
San Francisco Fine Minera

lnl’o@rlnemlneralshowc m
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Welcome to the ROCK&GEM Shopper, the one-stop shopping place for
your rockhounding and lapidary needs. Every month many thousands of
shoppers will browse through this convenient shopping section.
To be part of the Shopper,
call Brian Roberts at: 623-327-3525
or email: broberts@jmillermedia.com

o
'r—-__—----------

PrettyRock comii

Gemological Tools,

~ s : o I ) . HEMATITE Necklaces, Rings ...
Faceting R““?ﬂ"h.& ~ Gems, Jewelry & More COPPER jewelry ..
Lzlp;dury Slll.'ll.“.lllt‘.t-i | 5709 N, Clark St. Chicago, IL 60660 MAGNETIC Wraps...

704-299-2853
OB 38930 Charlotte NC 282?8

NEW.

DIRECTIONS

(7732 649-0111

visit us online:

www.ontherocksinc.com

Te: 352-338-3576

-

website: WWW.jscopti.com

-

[ LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT

(L " * Ameritool * Barranca
* Diamond Pacific

@nrgamayﬁ Auctions
An auction site dedicated solely to the lapidary trade.
Find supplies, rock, slabs, handcrafted precious metal

jewelry and equipment all in one place. “Covington Engineering
G E M s S Great seller perks! NO Final Value Fees, user-friendly m . q * Gryphon and More!!
FREE CATALOG / NEWSLETTER %% Paypal and Credit Cards,
100% Satisfaction Guarantee $15.00 [rec-c;':it to early applicants, Js GE“S
EMAIL: gemsnewd@gemsnewdirections.com SE8 MOTE AL L ne: (909) 519-1545; e-mail: jsgems@dsiextreme.com
WEBg: http:/ fgemgsiewdireclions.com www.dragonsayeauctions.com - www.isgemslaglg&;arv.com
PHONE: (866) 219-7727 Ask for Dragon 410-437-9695 Boiadna ol o vt Macomst lens”

MW P‘”:‘L Me i¢ Poly-Metric Instruments, Inc.
P.O. Box 400

Clayton, WA. 99110

Phone (509)276-5565

Fax (928)222-6731

Mineral Specimens: Agates & fﬂ‘qﬁ' Dig CUEStG

Mounts. Full color Catalog, 44 pages with over

150 color pictures. $5.00 refund with order. SU F' A t
PICKENS MINERALS ~f 're— gq e

610 N. Martin Ave. Waukegan, lllinois 60085

L I Qestyicin, /2 e
J . www.pic'kensmlnerais.com 3’20.00 a dCIg
Don Nelson (928) 565-414%5
r between 8:00 am - 10:00 am PST
WAX PATTERNS - g
i The Mystique of FIRE AGATE! Retirement Liguidation szl'e
Au snsglof P‘:tae:'spoar:::rns From beginner to finished-product. it off EVERYTHING!!!
302 Main Street, Kellogg, Idaho 83837 ___Three 8”x10” color-photos of ¢ / 06 East “B" Street (Hwy 30) |
(208) 786-9301 FIRE AGATE included with the book! S p.O. Box 84, Rainier, OR 97048

Please send $24.99 Money Order to:
Joseph F. Maccarelli at
1143 E. 8th PL.. Mesa, AZ 85203

== Fort Worth’s Newest -8 H d c
Rock Shop and Asnisan Gallery nlamon umpﬂunds
Located inside Ridgmar Mall (lower level) Lapcraft Inc USA

CRYSTAL MOON GALLERY

website: www.auruswaxpatterns.com

A2Z <~ Q
Machined
cutting rough, mineral specimens, 195 W. Olentangy Street * Powell, OH 43065

Forming From Enginaerlng Plastlc
Tools  prices $25.99 to $189.99
@ Available from Rio Grande or S e
e o e sriichew AGE GG artistic creations 817-737-2244 Ph: (614) 764-8993 Fax: (614) 764-1860

WWW Azzcorp usfstore b www.erystalmoongallery.com o www.lapcraft.com custservice @lapcraft.com

FoeE

503) 556-2543
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Mineral Search
Software v4

2860 W.
(800) 749-3766 (928) 442-1155

Mineralab
Live Oak Dr. G, Prescott, AZ 86305

www.mineralab.com

MC/VISA/Amex/Disc Add $8.00 S&H

CD for Win XP
or later. 700 minerals

Gem Tester
Colored Stone
Estimator. Touch probe

Refractometer

Detect radioactive rocks
and minerals. Meter/ |
audio clicks to 50 mR/

h

w/photos to rough, cab, faceted,
Identify/Catalog. or mounted stones.
$69 $219
Gem-n-Eye Digital | Geiger Counter [

r. $259

Measure RT
to 2.700.
Accurate to .01
Easy to read

Hardness
Picks
Metal points
Mohs’ 2 thru
9 with Streak
Plate, Magnet,
Wood case.

Excellent Gift!
$79

Raytector 5-2
UV Lamp
Portable Combo SW LW,
Rechargeable, two 6 watt
bulbs, w/

Specific Gravity Kit
For your Electronic Scale
Measures Specific Gravity of
Gems and
Minerals.
Specify ver-
sion either
for Bench
Scale or
Pocket Carat
Scale.Easy to

No toxic fluid.

$348

110V adapter. $289

use! $79

Oriegoy

v,
LTRTENTT Sealte
i ; [

William Holland
of .Lapidayy Anrts

Classes from April ’cllrougll first week of November

School

For Informa,’cion, Please visit us on-line at
www.Lapidav‘ysc]r\oo'.ovg
or e-mail us Lapidary@WindStream.net
(706) 379 — 2126

P.Q. Box 980, 230 Lapidary Ln., Young Harris, GA 30582

62 www.rockngem.com

Find the mineral depnsits and
Iz:unlng sites of 100 }'e:.u.s ago.
5 maps, 17.5 x 23, prmtc({ on

both sides. Earl}r stage roads

& town sites .sl'mwn. Manj{'

rock & gem t!cpnsits included.

Price 12.95 each P]us postage,

AZ-CA-CO-ID-MT-NM-NV-OR-WA
WW.maP.ﬁ"ﬂ.Wd.Com

(877) 7_1-3500

Classes C’ﬁ'e.ve;f TInclude:

- Bashets
. Be:uling (seed & red)
- Cahochons Car\'ing

- Casting - Chain Making
- Channel - Enameling‘
- Faceting - Gem ID
. Gem Trees - Glass Fusing
. IHIEI_V - Intarsia
Lampwnr]e Beads
Kids' Classes - Mineral 1D
- Opals
. I’lwtog raphy for ]ewelry
- PMC Silver -

- Serimshaw -

[’o'ymer C'ay
Zilver

- Stained Glass

- Wire W"rapping

- Wire Sculpture

Show Dates from page 58

AY 2011

13-15—SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem Faire
Inc.; Cal Expo/Bldg. A, 1600 Exposition Blvd.; Fri. 12-6, Sat.
10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7 weekend pass; contact Yooy Melson,
(503) 252-8300; e-mail: info @ gemfaire.com; Web site: www.
gemfaire.com

13-15—SARASOTA, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox
Productions; Municipal Auditorium, 801 N. Tamiami Tr.
(Hwy. 41); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry,
beads; contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 5. Palm Ave.
#203, Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frank
cox@comcast.net; Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.
com

14-15—HAMILTON, MONTAMNA: Annual show; Bitterroot
Gem & Mineral Society; First Interstate Events Center,
Ravalli County Fair Grounds, 100 Old Corvallis Rd.; Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 9-4; contact Steve Vieth, (406) 369-5489; e-mail: vieth
steve88 @gmail.com; or Mike McConnell, (406) 360-4944;
e-mail: micker1949@yahoo.com

14-15—WAUWATOSA, WISCONSIN: 54th annual show;
Wisconsin Geological Society; Muellner Bldg., Hart Park,
72nd and W. State St.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3 (2
for §5), children under 16 free with adult; 22 Midwest deal-
ers, lapidary supplies, tools, books, rough material, slabs,
finished specimens, cabochons, jewelry, carvings, fossils,
children's activities, exhibits, displays, presentations; contact
Paul Schmidt, 8213 Red Arrow Ct., Wauwatosa, W| 53213,
(414) 771-8668; e-mail: pvs @wi.rr.com

20-22—MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA: 21st annual show;
Treasures Of The Earth Gem & Jewelry Shows; National
Guard Armory, 315 Commonwealth Blvd W. (across from
Liberty Fair Mall); Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; free admis-
sion; jewelry makers, goldsmiths and silversmiths, gem
trees, wire wrap, wire sculpture, pearls, stone beads, stone
setting, amber, opal, mineral and fossil dealers, door prizes,
grand prize, classes, sluice; contact Van Wimmer Sr., 5273
Bradshaw Rd., Salem, VA 24153, (540) 384-6047; e-mail:
van @ toteshows.com; Web site: www.toteshows.com

20-22—SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale/retail show,
“Spring West Coast Gem & Mineral Show”; Martin Zinn
Expositions; Holiday Inn-Orange County Airport, 2726 S.
Grand Ave.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission;
open to the public, more than 80 wholesale and retail deal-
ers, minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry, lapidary supplies; con-
tact Martin Zinn Expositions LLC, P.O. Box 665, Bernalillo,
NM 87004-0665, (505) 867-0425

20-22—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem
Faire Inc.; Earl Warren Showgrounds/Exhibit Hall, 3400
Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7 weekend pass;
contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info @ gemfaire.
com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com

20-22—SO0UTHGATE, MICHIGAN: Show, “Southeastern
Michigan Gem & Mineral Show"; Midwest Mineralogical
& Lapidary Society of Michigan; Southgate Arena, 14700
Reaume Pkwy.; Fri. 2-7 Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; contact Rich
Williams, 15816 DuPage, Taylor, MI 48180, (734) 374-2279;
e-mail: Richinmich53 @ acl.com

27-29—SALEM, VIRGINIA: 20th annual show, “Roanoke
Valley Spring Gem & Mineral Show”; Treasures Of The
Earth Gem & Jewelry Shows; Salem Civic Center, 1001
Boulevard, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-6; adults $4 (3-day
ticket), children under 16 free; jewelry makers, goldsmiths
and silversmiths size, reconstruct, repair, design or make
original jewelry from customer-selected gems, stones,
opals and crystals, wire wrap, wire sculpture, stone beads,
pearls, stone setting, dealers, amber, opal, fossils, miner-
als, door prizes, grand prize, children’s gift; contact Van
Wimmer Sr., 5273 Bradshaw Rd., Salem, VA 24153, (540)
384-6047; e-mail: van@toteshows.com; Web site: www.
toteshows.com

28-29—WHEATON, ILLINOIS: 35th annual show and
sale; Chicagoland Gems & Minerals Association; Dupage
County Fairgrounds, 2015 W Manchester Rd.; Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; adults §5, seniors and students $3, service
personnel with ID and children under 13 free; dealers,
beads, books, equipment, fossils, gemstones, handcraft-
ed jewelry, minerals, supplies, tools, demonstrations,
cabochon cutting, faceting, fossil preparation, gem trees,
glass fusing. glass marble making, intarsia, jewelry mak-
ing, micro mounts, scrimshaw, silver smithing, opal cut-
ting, wire wrapping, exhibits, minerals, fossils, lapidary,
gems, silent auctions, door prizes, Kids’ Corner; contact
Rich Dillon, P.O. Box 360, Wasco, IL 60183-0360, (630)
377-0197; e-mail: cgma@sbcglobal.net; Web site: www.
chicagolandgemshow.org

continued on page 64
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Gem MaLL

(behind the Holiday Inn/Holidome)
January 29 thru February 11, 2011

Wholesale Only Tax License Required for Admission

FREE Shuttle Service to all G&LW Shows

For More Infarmation Contack:
Gem & Lapidary Wholesalers, Inc. - P.O. Box 98 Flora, MS 39071-0098
Phone 601.879.8832 - Fax 601.879.3282 - E-mail info@glwshows.com - www.glwshows.com

Irizona g[ob'a[ Gem & Jewelry

P 4620 E. Speedway
G » Tucson, AZ 85712 U.S.A.
SN _ V
_ - Phone: 520-396-4469
§ Fax: 520-396-4618
Email: info@aggjs.com

January 31 - February 6, 2011
at

The Hotel Arizona
181 W. Broadway, Tucson, AZ 85701

: *. :
P STucson Show

Complete show details for Buyers,

: Exhibitors and Press/Media can be found at:

www.AGGJS.com

R

PO Box 877, Rldgecreﬂ; A ? v
m (760) 375-5279 x (760) 37542
emai wendu@mlneralsunllmlted com
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Makes a Great

TIRED OF HIGH TOOL COSTS? ME TO. 50 | CALLED.

NIEUNLE PGSO

P. 0. BOX 144 CLIFFE. N. M. 88028
TOLL FREE 1-888-593-9462 INTERNATIONAL 575-535-2524

DIAMOND SAW BLADES WE STOCK OVER 200 INDIVIDUAL DIAMOND GRINDING

4°X1/2"X.008"
&°X1/1°X.024"
4°X5/8"X.008
&"X1/2°X.012°
&"X5/8"X.012°
6°X5/8"X.032°
8°X5/8"X.032"
10°X5/8°X.032"
12°X5/8"X.040"
14"X3/4"X.040"
16"X3/4"X.040"
18"X3/4°X.040"
20°X1°X.060"

§7.95 CARVING BURRS WHEELS

§ 10.50 EQSTWIND DIAMOND ABRASIVES  Sorir  $162.00

2 95 BO MESH $144.00
BELTS & DISCS & FLEXWHEELS 100 MESH  $144.00

$10

S 10. sn DIGMOND FILE SETS 180 MESH $120.00
$22.00 NEEDLE OR RIFFLER 160 MESH $120.00
$26.50 S5 PIECESET 10 PIECESET 360 MESH $120.00
$ 36.00 $10.95 $16.95 600 MESH $108.00
$5

7.00 AVAILABLE ONLY IN
$ 64.00 DIAMOND POWDER 6" X 11/2"

$ 131.00 5CT $8.50

$ 164.00 GREAT ASSORTMENT DIAMOND FILES
$§ 257.00 arTO81/2°

10MM DIAMOND
SLITTER
$1.00

DIAMOND CORE DRILLS DIAMOND FLAT LAPS
4MM TO 50MM MESH & g DIAMOND DRILLS

DIAMOND POLISHING PASTE 1200 $24.00 $36.00 ONE
5 GRAM SYRINGE 600 $27.00 $39.00 $1.40

§5.95

360, 600, 1200, 180 $41.00 $53.00
3000, 14000, 50000 100 $47.00 $59.00

MESH

260 $34.00 $43.00 15 PACK
$30.00

60 $51.00 $69.00 100 PACK
§95-00

WE ARE ONE OF THE FASTEST GROWING DIAMOND TOOL COMPANIES.
THERE HAS TO BE A REASON .......... QUALITY LAPIDARY PRODUCTS AT DISCOUNT PRICES !
VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT WWW.LOPACKI.COM TO SEE OUR COMPLETE PRODUCT LINE
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Sh ow DateS from page 62

JUNE 2011

3-5—TULSA, OKLAHOMA: Show; Gem Faire Inc.; Expo
Square/Central Park Hall, 4145 E. 21st St.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; $7 weekend pass; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-
8300; e-mail: info @ gemfaire.com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com

4-5—SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Show, “San Francisco
Crystal Fair"; Pacific Crystal Guild; Fort Mason Center, 99
Marina Blvd.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 104; adults $6, ages 12 and
under free; 30 dealers, minerals, gems, crystals, beads, meta-
physical healing tools; contact Jerry Tomlinson, PO. Box 1371,
Sausalito, CA 94966, (415) 383-7837; e-mail: jerry @crystalfair.
com; Web site: www.crystalfair.com

10-12—ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO: Show; Gem Faire
Inc.; New Mexico State Fairgrounds, 300 San Pedro NE; Fri.
12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7 weekend pass; contact Yooy
Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@ gemfaire.com; Web
site: www.gemfaire.com

10-12—RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA: Show; Frank Cox
Productions; State Fairgrounds, 1025 Blue Ridge Rd.; Fri.
10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry, beads; contact
Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota,
FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox @ comcast.net;
Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.com

11-12—BUTTE, MONTANA: Show; Butte Mineral & Gem
Club; Butte Civic Center Annex, 1340 Harrison Ave., exit 127
MNorth; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-6; 15 dealers, minerals, gems, fossils,
jewelry, silent auction, door prizes, kids' games; contact Pete
Knudsen, PO. Box 4492, Butte, MT 59702, (406) 496-4395

17-19—SANDY (SALT LAKE CITY), UTAH: Show; Gem
Faire Inc.; South Towne Exposition Center/Exhibit Hall 5,
9575 S. State St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7 weekend
pass; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300 or e-mail: info@
gemfaire.com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com

18-19—RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA: 31st annual show;
Western Dakota Gem & Mineral Society; Central States
Fairgrounds Event Center, 800 San Francisco St.; Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 9-4; adults 3, children under 12 free with adult; dealers,
Fairburn agates, door prizes, silent auction, demonstrations,
tailgate sales, kids' activities; contact Mike, (605) 391-1518;
e-mail: mjbchc @ hotmail.com; Web site: www.WDGMS.org

24-26—SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA: Show; Gem Faire Inc.;
Scottish Rite Event Center, 1895 Camino del Rio S; Fri. 12-6,
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; §7 weekend pass; contact Yooy Nelson,
(503) 252-8300; e-mail: info @ gemfaire.com; Web site: www.
gemfaire.com

JULY 2011

1-3—FISHERSVILLE, VIRGINIA: 24th annual show,
"Fishersville/Maynesboro Area Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show";
Treasures Of The Earth Gem & Jewelry Shows; Augusta
Expoland, 277 Expo Rd., 164 Exit 91; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
11-5; adults $3 (3-day ticket), children under 16 free; jewelry mak-
ers, goldsmiths, silversmiths, gem trees, wire wrap, wire sculp-
ture, pearls, stone beads, stone setting, dealers, amber, opal,
minerals, fossils, door prizes, classes; contact Van Wimmer Sr.,
5273 Bradshaw Rd., Salern, VA 24153, (540) 384-6047; e-mail:
van @toteshows.com; Web site: www.toteshows.com

1-3—RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA: Show; Frank Cox
Productions; State Fairgrounds, 1025 Blue Ridge Rd.; Fri.
10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry, beads; contact
Frank Cox Productions, 755 5. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL
34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox @ comcast.net; Web
site: www.frankcoxproductions.com

8-10—MARIETTA (ATLANTA), GEORGIA: Show; Frank
Cox Productions; Cobb County Civic Center, 548 S. Marietta
Pkwy.; Fri. 1-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; gems, jewelry, beads;
contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 5. Palm Ave. #203,
Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox@
comcast.net; Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.com

9-10—SYRACUSE, NEW YORK: 45th annual show, “Gems
Along the Erie Canal: A Diamond Celebration™, Gem &
Mineral Society of Syracuse; New York State Fairgrounds,
Center of Progress Bldg., 1-690; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; com-
petitive exhibits, lectures, workshops, demonstrations, kids'
activities, minerals, fossils, beads, metaphysical stones,
AMFS and EFMLS Corvention meetings July 6-8; contact
Cathy Patterson, (315) 638-8817; e-mail: cathypatterson@
verizon.net; Web site: www.gmss.us

For more Show Dates, go to

www.rockngem.com.
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vy TYSON WELLS B

Xa f!; M Arizona’s Largest Wmter Attraction! %, ‘\'_R@
TYSON WELLS . TYSON WELLS 33 ANNUAL
. y
Rock-Gem-Mineral Show | SELL-A-RAMA
Quartzsite, Arizona Rock-Gems-Arts-Crafts Show
JAN. 7 - 16. 2011 JAN. 21 - 30, 2011, A 10-DAY SHOW
) ! A 25-ACRE OUTDOOR SPECTACULAR
A I O-DAY SHOW An Unbelievable Variety Displayed on 2.2 Miles of Aisle Frontage
- Gems - Rocks - Minerals - Jewelry - - Gems - Rocks - Minerals - Arts -
- Silver & Goldsmithing - Faceting - - Crafts - Hobbies - Jewelry -
- Precious Metals - - Silver & Goldsmithing - Faceting -
Lapidary Tools, Equipment & Supplies - Precious Metals - Antiques - Coins -
FREE ADMISSION - FREE PARKING TYSON WELLS
LOCATION AND DETAILS: S.W. Corner of I-10 Freeway and Highway 95,
Quartzsite, Arizona, hon‘[e of the largest show olfits kind. » Takes days to see it all, = A buy- P.O. Box 60, Quartzsite, AZ 85346
ol el ol vl ot ol SIS o Offc Pl 9289274364 For Y. Ofes 029276465
+ Live on your show spaces orin our on—prem.ilsesl n\o—lholokup cam‘pgmund Wi.ﬂT waler a_nd E-mail: tysonwells@tds.net
;1;:255iﬁl;osniiérgég?htai? I;i]\;;l:?ﬂleﬂ'egrsg, access in and out of show. * Over 830 selling WWW. ty sonwe l l s.com

—_ *Visit our
—— L3
price / C:itr?::tﬁ)nnc:
ANYTIME =< , Y
Froroisned © DEADD ' Topen oo
beads o Worlds La L__lfgesf Selection) 7 days
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Visit our showroom for wholesale or retail!
Sales (800)950-4232 Info (360)754-2323

8560 Commerce Pl Dr NE Dept RG Lacey, Wa 98516
www.shipwreckbeads.com
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Minnesota Lapidary Supply

"YOUR LAPIDARY
GENERAL STORE"
For EQUIPMENT and SUPPLIES

Some of the Equipment and Supplies we stock;

* Arbors * Drills

* Tumblers

* Abrasives «SiC Wheels«Laps
* Polishes
* Saws

* Books
« Cutting Oil
*Tools

* Diamond
Wheels
» Blades *Belts

Some of the many vendors we stock:
* Lortone * MK *MLS
* Estwing  *Mini-Sonic «Diamond
* Calway *Hughes Pacific
» Foredom eRaytech «Cascade
e Lapcraft *Gryphon *Tru Square

Please contact us for our FREE Catalog !!
Minnesota Lapidary Supply
201 N. Rum River Drive
E Princeton, MN 55371 @
Ph/Fax: (763)-631-0405
e-mail: sales@lapidarysupplies.com

Our Hours are:
Sun, & Mon, — Closed
Tues. thru Fri. — 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CST
Sat. — 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. CST

BOXES
THE FOOTHILLS INC.

B S

Minerals — Mineral Boxes
Mineral and Stock Boxes Since 1975

201 N. Copia St., El Paso, TX 79905
U.S. Ph 915-534-7095
Cell Ph 915-726-1554
TheFoothillsinc@yahoo.com

Mineral & Fossil Marketplace - Tent #14

gg Curiosities from a
the &N
& Ean @
rare and one-of-a-kind

gemy and crystals our specialty

GEM-FARE
B

P.0O. Box 213, Pittstown, N.J 08867
(570) 449-4577

g E-mail: gf@sprintmail.com g
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by Jim Perbiinms

FF THE Dop

Wax Dopping

When I'm preparing to dop a stone for
faceting, | find where the culet and

table will be and grind a flat spot for the
table. Then I clean the stone with alcohol and
place it on my Teflon®-coated cookie sheet.
Using a Blazer torch with a low-temperature
flame (lots of yellow color), I warm the stone
so wax will stick to it easily. I'm careful not
to overheat the stone, as stones will crack if
they are heated too much, too quickly. Then
| dribble a little wax onto the stone.

I use a dop handle to keep from burning
my fingers on hot dop wax. | made one
from an X-Acto brand miter saw handle by
reaming out the collet with a drill so that it
will hold a dop stick. I heat the dop stick so
wax will stick to it easily, then dribble wax
around the side and on the end of the stick.
1 join the dop stick wax and the wax on
the stone by heating it gently until it is in a
plastic state, but not too liquid.

Once the two pieces are joined, | hold
the stone up and—with my fingers wet so
they won't burn as easily—] form the wax
and center the stone by eye. Then | look to
see if the edges of the wax are feathered
out to a fine edge. If not, the joint is weak
and must be reheated. When it is critical to
center the rough exactly, I place the stick
with the dopped stone in the quill and set
the angle of inclination to 90 degrees. |
lower the stone to the master lap and, using
the dial indicator, check the opposite sides
of the rough to find the high side. Then
| heat the wax just enough to make the
stone moveable and split the difference of
the indicator reading so both sides read the
same +/— .001 inch. | repeat this procedure
for the ends so that the dop axis and stone
are centered in both directions.

Wax transferring is usually intimidating for
the beginner. Simply melt some wax in a
cone dop and place it in the fixed end of the
transfer fixture. Place the completed pavil-
ion in the moveable side. Carefully heat the
cone dop so the wax is in a near-liquid state,
then move the stone into the wax and let it
cool. If the wax edge is rolled, heat it again
briefly until the edge feathers out. Allow the
wax to cool for five or 10 minutes, using this
time to clean up your work bench.

Cut a strip of paper towel, fold it and wet
it, then wrap it around the stone. Move the
dops out of the transfer fixture and hold
the cone dop in one end of the transfer
fixture so that the flat dop hangs out in
midair. Carefully heat the flat dop, not the
stone. The metal dop will absorb the heat

and, when the dop is hot enough to melt
it, the wax will fall off the stone. The wet
paper towel will protect the stone from the
majority of the heat.

If you can remove excess wax from the
stone without damaging the stone, do so. If
not, grind it off and clean the wax off the
wheel with denatured alcohol. Before you
grind the crown, be sure to align the girdle
facets parallel to the master lap so that you
cut a straight crown girdle line. (I'll discuss
this another month.)

Once the crown is cut and polished, wrap
a wet strip of paper towel around the stone
again and place the dop in one end of the
transfer fixture. Heat the dop, not the stone,
until the wax releases the stone. Do not pull
and force the stone out of the dop, as you
can break it. When the stone is off the dop
and cooled to room temperature, soak it in
an old jelly jar filled with denatured alcohol
or acetone. Make sure the jar has a lid that
seals so the liquid doesn't spill and the fumes
don't overwhelm you.

Today, many faceters use superglue or
epoxy as part of the dopping process. 1 do
so on occasion, but I find that superglue
fails often and 1 don't like using it other
than on heat-sensitive stones. Epoxy can be
good for the transfer dopping, but it slows
you down and requires acetone soaking
overnight to remove the epoxy. Dop pots
are great for dopping cabochons, but I find
them of little use in faceting. Wax dopping
is the traditional, time-tested method, and
has been proved effective. In my opinion, it
is a mandatory step in learning to facet. **

Send your comments
and questions about any
of my columns to Off the
Dop, PO.Box 1041, Med-
ina, OH 44258, or e-mail
me at jimperkins@zoom
internet.net.
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e Wice Welb Sites

>khound and Lapidary Hobbyists

| www .kristalle.com
Laguna Beach, California, Specializing in fine mineral and gold speci-

mens for collectors and museums. Booths at major shows around the
world.

www.rocksandminerals.org

Published since 1926. The Magazine for everyone Interested in
Minerals, Rocks and Fossils. e-mail: subscribe@heldref.org

—

www.katyrockshop.com
Offering exciting rocks, minerals and fossils from all over the world, We
have everything from small miniature to large cabinet specimens. You
will find items for all collectors priced to fit your budget.

www.themineralgallery.com

We also feature a bi-weekly rock and gem auction. Cabinet size sped-
mens our specialty, e-mail: kward@themineralgallery.com

Offering a large assortment of quality mineral specimens in varying sizes.

www.beautifulagates.com

Bringing you the best in the world of exceptional agates. We specialize
in Mexican, Lake Superior and other world-wide agates. We also canry
many fine books about agates.

e-mail: agatemike@msn.com

www.thegemshop.com

Online since 1998, offering rough rock, designer cabochons, fine

agate and jasper spedmens, beads, publications, lapidary equipment,
monthly specials. Mining reparts, rack location information and galler-
ies. Order securely online, MC/Visa/PayPal, Toll Free (866) 377-4666.
e-mail: mail@thegemshop.com

www.oakrocks.net

We sell rough rock, decorator polished pieces, eggs, spheres,
animal carvings, cabochons, mineral specimens, slabs, fossils,
jewelry, beads & more! For designer cabochons visit
www.barlowsgems.net!

www.azTimelessTreasures.com

Collector items from the USA, fossils, finished or rough lapidary
material and equipment, brilliant fluorescents and petrified wood slabs
at bargain pricing, New items added reqularly. Call (928) 775-9595. Ask
about Free U.S. Shipping, our catalog and 50% off coupons.

www.mineralman.net

Large selection of worldwide mineral specimens from thumbnail to
cabinet at affordable prices. Fluorescent minerals, “WAY T0O COOL"
Ultraviolet lamps, beginner mineral collections, decorative mineral carv-
ings, fossils, custom jewelry, antigue documents and other collectibles.
Secure online ordering with Paypal or major credit card. Free shipping
on mineral orders over $150.00 in the USA.

www.deepakgems.com

Order online from 30,000 facetted gemstones, carved, cabochons,
necklaces individually listed with shapes, sizes, weights, prices. Another
10,000 listed for US$0.95 each. Jewellers tools, rough gemstones,
jewellery available. Credit cards accepted. Free gemstone with catalog.
e-mail: deeprok@vsnl.com

www.minertown.com

Worldwide mineral specdimens, quartz and gem crystals featuring U.5.,
Africa, Pakistan and Minas Gerais, Brazil. Cut and polished stone eggs,
spheres, bookends, tumbled stones and carvings. Cutting rock and fos-
sils. Madagascar quartz page reduced prices 25% until November 30.
Individual photographs and detailed descriptions. Secure online shop-
ping cart and credit card form.

www.superagates.com

Dffering exceptional agate specimens induding Botswana, Laguna,
Fairburn Condor, Argentine agates, Dryhead, Crazy Lace and others. We
also offer a wide variety of rough cutting nodules and fine tumbling
rough at reasonable prices, (402) 992-2935.

e-mail: sales@superagates.com

www.Amber-Werx.com

ez-kutter six wheel all diamond 4" $500. Resurface your soft wheels
6" §40, 4" §30. Rough Colombian amber 1Kilo $80, 1/2 Kilo $50. Used
equipment as good as new. PO Box 999, Trinidad, CA 95570

www.gia.edu
Leam from the World's Foremost Authority in Gemology™ online! Find

browse and shop for gemaology instruments and books. Stay up-to-date
on diamond and gemstone news and research,

www.sapphiremining.com
Montana Sapphire Gravel concentrate and jewelry, From Rock Creek
Deposit near Philipsburg. Ship up to 4 bags for $10 shipping. 406-
363-6650.

out about the Gemological Institute of America's courses and programs,

www.lehighmineralauction.com

Weekly auction of 50 specimens with an assortment of quality but
affordable worldwide minerals. Don't miss the bargain prices. e-mail:
jim@lehighminerals.com

www.CapistranoMining.com

We sell Mineral Specimens, Home Mining Gravel and Ore packages of
Rare Benitoite from California, Sapphire from Montana's El Dorado
Bar and Philipsburg Regions, and Tourmaline from San Diego County,
California, Faceted gemstones and much more. Check out our Ebay
auctions and feedback, 1D capistranomining. R&G readers get a 10%
discount on orders of $100 or more. Must use Discount Coupon Code
RG20101 at check out. Order Now!

www.optimagem.com

We have the most accurate colored stone grading in the industry. Our
free monthly newsletters include unenhanced color photos of every
gem we sell. We provide consistent fine quality calibrated gems with
free color matching. In addition we have a huge selection of unique
cuts, unusual gem types, crystals and bargain doseouts. Have fun with
our monthly gem quiz and enter to win free gems. Call our USA based
customer service team today for honest and friendly service. (800)543-
5563 support@optimagem.com

www.worldofrocks.com

We are celebrating our 25 year--spend $25.00 and receive a FREE gift!
We carry crystals, rocks, fossils and meteorites from all corners of the
world. FREE shipping! Order on-line or visit our shop in Michigan.
734-481-5981.

www.wrightsrockshop.com

Minerals, rare minerals, fossils, cutting rough, lapidary and rockhound-
ing equipment, metaphysical minerals, supplies, wholesale and retail,
tourmaline, fluorite, quartz, calcite. Over 3,000 mineral specimens pho-
tographed on-line, with over 750,000 mineral specimens in stock.

www.haturesoutback.com

Offering rough agates and jaspers from around the world, books,
designer cabochons, slabs, wire wrapped pendants and more. New
items are added monthly. Major credit cards, money orders, checks and
Paypal accepted. email: jeyewal @aol.com

www.rockstarjewelrydesign.com

Designer cabochons, unusual gemstone bead strands, gemstone intar-
sia, lapidary services, slabbing, custom sterling silver findings. Visit our
online store at www.rockstarjewelrydesign.com/store, Enter promo
code RGM for 10% discount off first order. 619-889-2472.

www.CrystalGrove.com

Herkimer “Diamond” Gem Mining, camping on site, cabins, RV & tent
sites. Rock Shop. Nature and mining — it's all here in the foothills of
the Adirondacks in upstate NY,

www.rockawayopals.com

Buy Exquisite Black Opal Gems. Prime selection of cut solid opals from
Lightning Ridge, Coober Pedy, Queensland, Mexico & Ethiopia. Unique
and custom opal jewelry. e-mail: Scott@rockawayopals.com.

www.phoenixorion.com

100's of metaphysical and gem stone collectibles at rock bottom prices!
Crystal and Feng Shui gifts, gem spheres, eggs, hearts, carvings & more,
Free shipping and 2 gift wraps w/$50.00 order! Easy ordering w/same
day shipping, online or toll free (866) 720-4174,

£
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Phone: (805) 644-3824 x127; Fax: (805) 644-3875; Rock & Gem, 290 Maple Court, Suite 232, Ventura, CA 93003




In Memory of
HARRISON YOCUM:

Story by Kitty Williams Fisher

1923-2010

A Student’s Memories Are His Legacy

or many years, Har-

rison Yocum led a

merry band of rock-

hounders in Tucson.
He was quite a character, to
say the least. I'm sure that
everyone who knew him
had a favorite story or sto-
ries about Harrison and how
he touched their lives. This
is ours.

Is there a parent out there
who can't relate to the morn-
ing struggle of trying to get
the kids clean, fed, dressed,
and out the door in time for
school? At our house, we're
late more often than not, but
on this particular morning, we
had a shot at being on time.
We just might have made
it, too, but on the way out |
heard my daughter Mariah
calling for me.

“Hurry up, Honey,” | told
her, “whatever it is, we can
talk about it in the car.”

But she was adamant. “No,
Mom,” she insisted, “You need
to come here now.”

It was quicker and easier
to comply than to argue. |
found her standing in the living room and
she directed my attention to a glass display
case that holds the prize specimens from
her rock collection. Rays of sun streaming
through our east window were landing
right on them, and their facets shone and
glowed brightly.

“lust look,” she sighed. “Aren’t they pret-
ty?” | had to agree, they were beautiful.

Now, there are all sorts of acceptable ex-
cuses for a tardy—a doctor’s appointment,
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Harrison Yocum was known far and wide for his love of ice cream!

a car that won't start, etc—but I'm pretty
sure that “stopping to admire crystals on a
sunny morning” does not fall into one of
the approved categories. Oh well, it was
worth it.

You see, my daughter and | are rock-
hounds. [ don't know exactly what | was
looking for when 1 signed the two of us up
for the class at our local community college
several years ago. Certainly, 1 was not ex-
pecting the instructor. Harrison Yocum, 82

years young at the time, was
a classical pianist, the found-
er of the Tucson Botanical
Gardens, and a rockhound
extraordinaire.

Inconspicuous he was
not. Wearing a coonskin cap,
sturdy leather gaiters (he'd
never been bitten by a rat-
tlesnake and did not intend
to be), and occasionally a
six-shooter in a holster, the
weight of which threatened
to pull his pants right off his
slight frame, he rounded up
his disciples with a few toots
of what sounded suspicious-
ly like a train whistle. In ad-
dition to passing on a wealth
of geologic knowledge, he
taught us that every worth-
while endeavor should be-
gin with a hearty breakfast—
and conclude, ideally, with
ice cream.

I can’t explain how we got
so hooked on this; I'm not
sure | understand it myself.
Finding really cool rocks was
part of it, of course, but there
was more. Not long before
we started rockhounding, I'd
gotten a camper van, which we put to good
use. | found I loved the road trips. I loved
the fiery Arizona sunrises, the backlit cacti
with their golden halos, spring wildflowers,
and fall colors. En route to the next rock-
hounding destination, with steaming cof-
fee in my travel mug, classic rock coming
through the speakers, and my child fast
asleep in the backseat, everyday worries
would fade away and | was filled with a
deep sense of contentment.
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GP8
SUPER CAB VIAKER

GRINDER » SANDER « POLISHER

GP8 with Basic Accessories Package:

e 1/2 HP thermal protected 1,725 RPM direct drive motor
e 80 & 170 grit 8" x 1-1/2" brazed metal-bond
diamond wheels
= 400, 600, 1,200 & 3,000 grit 8" x 3" mesh resin-bond
diamond belts
8,000, 14,000 & 50,000 grit polishing compound
8" x 3" rubber expandable drum
Three 8" Polytex polishing pads
8" leather polishing disc
8" convex polishing hub

List Price: $2;673 SALE PRICE: $1,625
E’ED BARRANCA DIAMOND

310.523.5867, 800.630.7682, www.BarrancaDiamond.com
Prices valid through April 1, 2011

GREAT SOUTH

COLLECTOR’S BAG

Extra Heavy-Duty military-style Canvas Bag
with adjustable shoulder strap.
Just right for rock collecting field trips.
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Only $16.50

Great South Gems & Minerals, Inc.
38 Bond Drive, Ellenwood, GA 30294
www.greatsouth.net
1-888-933-4367

GPG6
CAB MAKER

GRINDER * SANDER e POLISHER

[

PABDE Iy 1252

GP6 Cab Maker Features:

e 1/3 HP thermal protected 1,725 RPM motor

e 80 &170 grit 6" x 1-1/2" brazed metal-bond
diamond wheels

= 400, 600, 1,200 & 3,000 grit 6" x 1-1/2" mesh resin-bond

diamond belt

8,000, 14,000 & 50,000 grit diamond paste syringes

6" x 1-1/2" rubber expandable drum

Three Polytex polishing pads

6" convex polishing hub

6" leather polishing disc

3M™ feathering disc adhesive

List Price: $1,395 SALE PRICE: $1,195

Visit us at The Tucson Electric Park Show
Tent # 20, January 29-February 13, 2011

www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com

Featuring
DIAMOND CRYSTALS
up to 20 carats

John H. Betts - Mineral Dealer
www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com
Cash paid for mineral collections!




Log Home & Log Faced
Large Rock Shop

o 2 Acres
< Beauiifully Landscaped

< Custom Cabinetry |
< All applionces stay
< 3 Bedrooms

2.5 Baths

< XL Whirlpool Tub
o Oversized 2 Car Garage w/Htd — Cold workshop
< Custom stone fireplace w/hand-carved mantle

< Rock Shop has:

o Showroom

o Lapidary room 1/ .
o Storage 4
o Bathroom
o Garage
This home & shop are in nearly new condition!
$329,000 by owner
Dave & Georgia Hoggartt
24945 Spring Creck Rd.
Washington, IL 61571

NaoturesDrift@comcost.net

Lamberton Rake

Hoe in the field,
at home and for
Hunting Gold! |

For more information or to order
see our website at HYPERLINK
“http:/www.lambertonrake.com’

www.lambertonrake.com

+ Learn the fun hobby of

=3, STAINED
s> GLASS!

Professional stained glass supplies, tools, books,

kits, patterns, jewels, mosaic and etching supplies,
and things you never knew you needed until now.,

Oh, and glass. Lots of glass.

send 53 for our catalog and receive free bonus
coupons and "Getting Started in Stained Glass™
\Whittemore-Durgin Glass Co.
PO. Box 305, Rockland MA 02370

Visit our fun store: 825 Market St., Rockland, Mass.
(800)262-1790 www.whittemoredurgin.com
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In Memory of HARRISON YOCUM from page 68

Mariah and I made it through the class,
graduating from “pebble pups” to official
“rockhounds” and we have the certificates,
duly signed by Harrison, to prove it. After
that, we simply tagged along, as did many
other former students, on whatever excur-
sions looked interesting. And most did. It
was fascinating to learn about the minerals
that were worth collecting, as well as those
that weren't.

“That's a leaverite,” Harrison told me,
when 1 asked about a particular specimen.
“Yeah,” he continued in response to my
questioning look, “leave ‘er right there.”

But it wasn't only rocks that we were col-
lecting. Just as the specimens we gathered
had been formed and transformed by the
forces of the earth, we, too, grew and were
changed through our interactions and expe-
riences. This was brought home to us very
clearly when one of the interns at my office
needed to interview a family for her con-
sumer behavior class and asked if we'd help
her out. I agreed, and one evening she and
her group came to talk to Mariah and me.
They asked lots of questions about what
items we purchased and why. Then they
asked Mariah what her favorite possession
was. She thought for only a moment and
ran to get it. And what did she bring back?
Not a video game (which she didn't even
own) or a Barbie (which she did). No, Ma-
riah’s prized possession was her rock col-
lection. She got out a favarite specimen to
show our visitors.

| imagine what those college kids saw
was a rock with some pretty (okay, to be
honest, really quite spectacular) crystals.
But when Mariah and | look at it, we see
more. For us, every specimen has a story—a
shared story.

When we look at this one, we see high
desert chaparral and the ranch on which we
found the rock, and remember the dust we
had to eat to get there. We feel the warmth
of the sun on our backs and the ache in our
muscles. To us, that rock conjures up the
memory of the campsite where we stayed
the night before we found it, and how we
woke snug in our down bags to the chill
of a desert dawn. Reflected in the facets
of its crystals are visions of a tailgate feast
of ham and cheese shared with Harrison
and fellow rockhounds after a couple hours
of serious collecting and the warm apple
crisp with cinnamon ice cream we enjoyed
at Stout’s Cider Mill on the way home. In
these and other strata of accumulated ex-
periences, my daughter’s childhood is being
formed and preserved.

The last rockhounding trip that sea-
son was a weekend excursion to western
New Mexico. It was not yet 6 o'clock on
Saturday morning, but I had the van all

S e ae

Harrison always hd a special way with kids.

packed and ready to go. The only thing
that remained was to carry my sleeping,
but already dressed, child to the van. (She
would sleep in her clothes the night be-
fore, a neat little trick we picked up along
the way.)

Mariah stirred and lifted her head from
my shoulder just long enough to ask, “What
are we looking for?”

“Geades,” | told her.

Curiosity satisfied, she let her head fall
back heavily. It didn't matter anyway. Our
collection is always growing. With every
outing, we add a new layer to the geologic
record of our lives, and what we find is an-
other facet of ourselves. Harrison taught us
that, too.

Thank you, Harrison, for all the good times
and the lessons learned. You shared so much
with so many. You will be missed. ="

HARRISON YOCUM PHOTO
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Mariah and | made it through the class, graduating
from “pebble pups” to official “rockhounds’, and have
signed certificates to prove it.
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Coming Soon. Reserve your copy today!

The Frugal Collector

by Robert Jones
From the Publishers ofﬂhrﬁl Gy Maguzine

A fabulously revised and expanded compilation of the
many articles Bob Jones has written under the same

fitle for Rock & Gem magazine.

Each chapter features a popular mineral or group of
minerals, complemented with an abundance of
beautiful photographs and a generous sprinkling of
anecdotal adventures drawn from Bob’s seven decades

of world travels in search of minerals and their stories.

Wonderfully illustrated with over 200 color photos.

Hardbound. $48.95 (includes S&H). Canadian/Foreign orders,
please add $10.00. CA residents, please add $3.54 sdles tax.

Order online www.RocknGem.com/shop or send check or money order along with your

name and mailing address to: The Frugal Collector Vol. 1, P.O. Box 6925, Ventura, CA 93006
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www.wasatchgemsociety.com 7
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STATE FAIRGROUNDS

155 North 1000 West
Salt Lake City, Utah

APRIL 29,30 & MAY 1, 2011

Zions Building

Friday & Saturday 10 am - 6 pm, Sunday 10 am - 5 pm
Adults - $2. Under 12-Free  Scouts & Leaders in Uniform -Free

@ ROCKS&GEMS @ FOSSILS
@ DOORPRIZES @ DISPLAYS
@ DEMONSTRATIONS @ JEWELRY
@ SILENTAUCTION & VENDORS 4

For information call Kaye Lee at 801-259-7446

One of the Largest Collections

o FIRE AGATE

IN THE WORLD

Can be seen at

DESERT GARDEN'S
SPACE J-20

Gold and Silver Jewelry of all Kinds.
Thousands of Finished Stones!
Also Coins of all kinds from around the world.

A VIDEO on FIRE AGATE CUTTING
WILL BE SHOWN AT 1:00 p.m. EACH DAY

COME SEE US!
Also at the
QLA.
SPACES 251 - 252

(928) 277-9802, (928) 757-2275
ArizonaFireGems@Yahoo.com
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by Guert Faceters

| |ANY FACETS

obusto Brilliant is one of those designs that doesn't follow the tradition of even sym-

metry in gem design; however, it has such outstanding optical performance that many
people like it. While even-symmetry gems look balanced, I learned that an odd number of
mains and rotational angles produces a livelier and brighter-looking gem, which I attribute
to light ray splitting.

My original odd-symmetry designs were good but, based on more experience and
knowledge, | recently decided to revisit Robusto and make some improvements | had
found in later years. The revised design incorporates a deeper pavilion, so it has better tilt
angle performance, and the crown angles are matched to work in conjunction with the pa-
vilion angles, so it has better proportions, brightness and contrast and limited extinction.

I cut the revised Robusto Brilliant from a piece of citrine with a beautiful golden
color from a long-closed mine in Brazil. Most citrine has been treated to create the
color. Since | don't know whether this old material was treated or not, | assume that it
was. There are beautiful colors of citrine available today that you can use to create a
similar-looking stone.

—fim Perkins

40
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Faceters are welcome to submit
their original designs for publi-
cation. Mail materials to Many

Facets Submissions, Rock & Gem
magazine, 290 Maple Ct., Ste.
232, Ventura, CA 93003.

ROBUSTO BRILLIANT REVISED

C.A.D. by Jim Perkins, jimperkins@zoom
internet.net

© October 2010

Original design July 4, 2004, J.Perkins
Angles for R.l. = 1.550
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/ _x 9-fold, mirror-image symmetry
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Two formats — One great magazine.

You can now enjoy your monthly edition of

Rock & Gem

Online or in Traditional Print

. ~~—— =y ONLINE Just click and read —

# no download or software required.
ltﬂ'

, Same great magazine

plus HOT LINKS and more!

“-—-—-

~gamemm== YoU'll get the exact issue you'd receive in the mail while
saving resources and reducing our environmental footprint.
Our digital magazines feature live links in every issue, permanent access to your electronic

back issues, all in an easy-to-use format.

P R | N T To receive our traditional, full-color print edition in your
mailbox each month, complete and return the subscription
card inserted in every issue of Rock & Gem or go to our website

and click “subscribe.”

www.rockngem.com
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Facet Hhoppe

LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT
AND SUPPLIES

Custom Faceting Service.
Your One-of-a-Kind Specialist!
FACET ROUGH &
CUSTOM CUT GEMSTONES

PO Box 534, Burley, WA 98322
or e-mail: facet@gemcutter.com

(360) 443-6313
www.gemcutter.com

Fasy Steps Video
Step-by-Step Method

Jewelry Design
Jewelry Crafting
Cem Cuttineg.

Includes: Lapidary, Faceting, Carving,
Wire Work, Bead Stringing & Knotting,
Soldering, Repair, Wax Casting, and
more. One of the most extensive VHS
tape and DVD libraries by master
designers and master craftsman.

For a free Catalog

call 800.382.3237
www.EasyStepsVideo.com

FREE 64 PAGE CATALOG

TOP “AAA" Quality, Precision Cut
and Polished GEMSTONES

& For:

« Gem Collectors, Hobbyist Jewelers

W Wirewrappers, Retailers
Manufacturing Jewelers

L

el

uo

1,000’s of different varieties
and sizes

@ Pioneer Gem Gorporation

Dr. Edward J. Nowalk, Jr.
PO Box 1513 RG

Wehsite: www.pioneergem.com

Auburn, WA98071-1513
Phone: 253.833.2760
FAX:253.833.1418

email: pioneergem@seanet.com /,

YOUR COMPLETE JEWELRY
AND LAPIDARY SUPPLY HOUSE

P.0. Box M, 726 Durham St.
Hellertown, PA 18055

PHONE (610) 838-8767
FAX (610) 838-2961

NOW AVAILABLE

Here is a partial list of issues featuring articles on Opals
Check out our extensive archives at www.rockngem.com

October 2008, Vol.38 Num.10

Make an Opal Pendant

Blue topaz complements blue-green opal
- Diane Prokop

October 2007 , Vol.37 Num.10

The Myth of Opal’s Curse

A beautiful gem gets a bad
rap - Bob Jones

Opal Mining in
Australia

Everything you need to get
started - Jordan Clary
Colorful “Common”
Opal

An endless variety of color,
clarity and quality

- lames A. Miller

Idaho Precious Opal
Collecting opportunities at
the Spencer Mine

- Kenneth H. Rohn

Make an Opal Pendant
Add fire to sterling silver
jewelry - Diane Prokop

October 2005, Vol.35

Tio CARTIE TREASURE

Ethiopian Opal

Gems from an unexpected source - Patrick Tucci
The 2005 Wyoming Opal Rush

Claims are staked on a new discovery

- Steve Newstrom

Virgin Valley Opal

Digging at the Royal Peacock Opal Mine

- Robert Clark

Opal Carving and Contouring

Can't cab it? Carve it! - Steve Newstrom

October 2004, Vol.34 Num.10

Precious Opal

Its beauty is unpredictable - Bob Jones

The Boi Morto Mine

This Brazilian opal deposit may be the world’s
richest - Bob Farrar

Create a Precious Opal Pendant

Show off your favorite stones - Diane Prokop

February 2004, Vol.34 Num.2

Lightning Ridge Opal Carves a New
Niche

Carving saves precious material and looks cool!
- lenni Brammall and Joan Millton

Egyptian Fan Carving Sequence

See how opal is carved - Jenni Brammall

October 2003, Vol.33 Num.10

Opal in Intarsia

Adding sparkle to lapidary work - Bob Jones
Beautiful British Columbian Opal
There's opal in them thar hills!

- Paul B. Downing, PhD

Make a Peruvian Opal Necklace

This cool blue gem is jewelry's hottest item
- Diane Prokop

National Mineral, Gem and Fossll Show Date Listing Ins e i, VS

Bock&Gem

TIRLASURES - MINERALS ANE SWELNY

In-a-Flash X

Opal Inlay

Dig Your Own Opal

Five places you'll find gems in North America
- Paul B. Downing, PhD

Hobby Mining in Andamooka

Rockhounds get hooked on opal hunting

- Robert Mannella

s April 2003, Vol.33 Num.4
Visiting the Yowah
Opal Festival

Go outback to celebrate
opal - Joan Millton

December 2002, Vol.32
Num.12

Healing Crazed Opal
Fascinating develop-
ments bring hope to opal
lovers - Barbara McCondra

October 2002, Vol.32
Num.10

Precious Opal,
Precious Fossils

Every detail preserved
with a play of color

- Bob Jones

Royal Rainbow Opal
Digging gemstones in Nevada’s Black Rock
Desert - Elselil Philipps

A Pendant with Pizzaz

Bring it to life with Mexican opal - Diane Frokop
Confetti Opal

Matrix opal material from Mexico - Liz McKay
Adventures in Opal Mining

Working claims on British Columbia‘s Whitesail
peninsula - Randy Lord

December 2001, Vol.31 Num.12
A Day at the Spencer Opal Mines

Precious opal from the Gem State
- Robert Murphy

October 1998 ,Vo0l.28 Num.10

Romancing the Opal

There's no need to go to Australia to getin on
the adventure - James E£. Mulkey

The OPAL Challenge

The stuff of which lapidaries’ dreams are made
- Barbara McCondra

Queretaro Opal

Add some “sun-on-raindrops” stones to your
collection - Bob Jones

Potch

Common opal with colors whose names whet
the appetite - Barbara McCondra

Saving the Honduras Black-Matrix Opal
Special handling and patience enable you to
polish this material - Tony Dabdoub

To order any of these great issues, go
to www.rockngem.com. or use the

order coupon on page 79.
Availability limited to supply on hand.
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Covington Lapidary
Machlnes Quality Built
' Since 1848

* 6 Heavy Duty Slab Saws to choose from.

B * High performance slab saws for superior

* From 8" Maxi-Laps to 072 shown CULHINE, from 167 to 36”. Blade is Included.
16” production, one & : * Six speed power feed with auto shut off.
two speed lapidary units. * Cross feed permits up to 8” of material to

* 3 Automatic Vibra-Laps be slabbed without reclamping.
from 10” to 16” takes the
work out of lapping.

* Now proud manufacturer of the
Rociprolap, 207, 247, 30” & 367,
all models machined cast iron.

* Maxi-Laps and Vibra-Laps
made with heavy cast aluminum.

* 16 Different horizontal
machines to choose from.

396 Shown ==

Raciprolap

350 Shown

Covington Engineering Corp. CALL US TOLL FREE (877)-793-6636
P.O. Box 35 - 715 West Colton Ave. Outside U.S. (909)-793-6636
Redlands, CA 92373 FAX (909)-793-7641

Visit us online at www,covington-engineering.com or www,covington-engineering.us

IDael208 M am
(l ) | r-‘\\ | [I\I-J H
THE EARTH'S TREASURES * MINERALS AND JEWELRY
A Leading Name in ,
Rockhounding Publications :. I’alleI‘IIEII Brass
since 1970 and

Bﬂ(k&Gem & eﬂllllﬂl' Sheet

z*ez&a% ,, 9 R

www.rockngem.com FECEOCE e iRECs =
M ~ www. metalliferous.com
JMILLERMEDIA ] i C -_5‘_IEI-‘I.BB-B-!IM-IIEIIIQ

75



CLASSIFIED

BOOKS & VIDEOS

Book “The Rockhound” Humorous anecdotes
of 50 years of collecting. Send $14.00 each,
check or money order (includes shippping) to
Ed Martinek, 15674 Indiana Gulch, Jamestown,
GO 80455. (303) 459-3333 LE11

BUSINESS OPORTUNITIES

Wanted: Jewelry Artist. Veronique of Santa Cruz
is an artist networking gallery with limited
number of artists and items, giving the artist
control over their product. Contact and view
site at http://veroniqueosc.com LE11

CABOCHONS

Lapidary artist offering high quality cabochons
at affordable prices. Specializes in agates and
jaspers. Visit our website: www.caution-rocks.
com LE11

Astounding Cabochons and More. Amber,
ammonite, chrysocolla, chrysoprase, druzy,
eilat, fire agate, unusual garnets, jades jas-
pers. Orbicular, picture, Montana,Mexican
agates, labradorite, moonstones, opals, par-
rot wing, spectrolite, sugilite, sunstone, tabu,
thulite, variscite, many more! Also cut gems,
crystals, minerals, meteorites, slabs, cab and
facet rough, supplies. Color Gatalog $3.00.
Riviera Lapidary, Box 40, Riviera, TX 78379-
0040. riviap@yahoo.com. CB11

Free Catalog. All types of Facet, Star of Cabochon
rough and cut gems. The Source. KNIGHTS,
Box 411, Waitsfield, VT 05673. (802) 496-
3707. E-mail: knights@madriver.com XX

My OId Collection Needs You! Includes:
Minerals & fluorescents, fossils, lapidary
equipment, polished petrified wood, agate &
spheres. FREE shipping. Call Ed at (928) 775-
9595 for a FREE list with photos. KD11

Fire Agate for Sale. Large inventory of rough,
cut and windows (all qualities) from Deer
Creek and Slaughter Mountain, Ryszard (604)
947-9004. ryszardk@shaw.ca, www.firea-
gateartstudio.com Al

FOSSILS

Giant Size Utah Cambrian Trilobite: 525.00.
Jewelry-Grade Trilobites: 10 for $40.00.
Utah Cambrian Trilobite Assortment: 25 for
$50.00. Plates with Multiple Trilobites: 3 for
$25.00. Assorted Blind Trilobites on Matrix:
10 for $25.00. Utah Cambrian Brachiopods:
10 for $25.00. Utah Cambrian Fossil Algae,
Large Sizes: 3 for $15.00. Red Trilobites on
Matrix: 10 for $25.00. Giant Utah Cretaceous
Gastropods and Oysters: 4 for $15.00. Utah
Permian Brachiopods: Two for $12.50. Utah
Triassic Brachiopods: 25 for $10.00. Fossil
Dinosaur Corprolites: 3 for $25.00. Orna-
mented Cretaceous Utah Gastropods: 10 for
$7.50. Giant Devil's Toenails: 10 for §7.50.
Fossil Dinosaur Bones: 4 for $10.00. Polished
Ammonite Assortments: 4 for $25.00. Utah
Fossil Crystal Petrified Wood: 3 for $15.00.
Jewelry-Polished Ammonites: 10 for $§30.00.
Fossil Dinosaur Teeth: 4 for $15.00. Red and
Black Dendrite Ferns: 3 for $15.00. Beautiful
Giant Fossil Oysters: 4 for $15.00. Large Fossil
Clams: 5 for $15.00. Black Coiled Ammonites:
3 for $17.50. Polished Orthocerous (Beautiful
Specimens): 4 for $25.00. Identified Assorted
Utah Fossils: 100 for $35.00. Shipping
extra. FAWCETT HOBBIES, 320 S. 300 W.,
Hurricane, UT 84737. (435) 635-2980. www.
fawcetthobbies.com XX
Paleolmages™: museum quality fossil repli-

cas. Fossil sets, ammonites, trilobites, wood,

etc.; fossil jewelry, Lithocanis™ americanus:

clothing items, selected with the rockhound
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in mind. Fluorescent minerals and UV lights.
www.tlzenterprises.com. FE11

Wholesale Utah Cambrian Trilobites: 25
bites Assortment: 25 for $75.00. Blind Tri-
lobites on Matrix: 25 for $30.00. Large
Coiled Utah Gastropods: 10 for $25.00. Giant
Fossil Oysters: 10 for $25.00. Large Clam
Fossil Clusters: 10 for $25.00. Ornamented
Gastropods: 100 for $25.00. Large Size
Devil's Toenails: 100 for $25.00. Horn Corals:
100 for $25.00. Star Crinoid Stems: 100 for
$7.50. Triassic Brachiopods: 100 for $15.00.
Fossil Dinosaur Bane: 100 for $25.00. Fossil
Petrified Wood: 100 for $25.00. Crystallized
Fossil Petrified Wood Sections: 100 for $30.00.
Assorted Identified Utah Fossils: 100 for
$35.00. Shipping extra. FAWCETT HOBBIES,
320 S. 300 W., Hurricane, UT 84737. (435)
635-2980. www.fawcetthobbies.com XX

Georgia Petrified Wood. Good for specimens,
tumbling, and cabbing. Only $2.00 per pound
+ shipping. Great South Gems & Minerals,
Inc. 38 Bond Drive, Ellenwood, GA 30294
(888) 933-4367 www.greatsouth.net X

GEMSTONES

New Source! Jet rough for sale. Excellent for all
lapidary projects. For more information visit:
http://jetdsale.wordpress.com AF11

JEWELRY & SUPPLIES

Ammolite Luxury Gems. We carry a great
selection of Ammolite Gemstones and hand
crafted Ammolite Gemstone Jewelry. www.
ammoliteluxurygems.com A1

LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT

Huge website for jewelers, rockhounds, and
goldbugs! Over 5,000 items that can ship
right to your door. Tech support, too.www.
deltaonelapidary.com. AB11

New and Used: Barranca, Covington, Diamond
Pacific, Inland, Lortone, Raytech, tools, sup-
plies: shipping available; see website lists; Hwy
50-95 Rock Shop, 4261 Reno Hwy, Fallon, NV
89406, (775) 867-2144; www fallonrockshop.
com C11

LAPIDARY SUPPLIES

Colorado Springs. Ackley's carries an extensive
line of lapidary and silversmithing supplies,
rough rock and mineral specimens. Also jew-
elry findings, such as French earwires, beads,
chains and mountings. ACKLEY'S, 3230 N.
Stone, Colorado Springs, CO 80907, Jit

Tools, supplies, equipment, rough rock; ship-
ping available; see website lists; Hwy 50-95
Rock Shop, 4261 Reno Hwy, Fallon, NV
89406; (775) 867-2144; www fallonrockshop.
com C11

MACHINERY

Nelson Lapidary Equipment Owners. If your
equipment needs repair or if you need parts,
contact Ray Nelson, PO box 716, Salome, AZ
85348. (928) 859-3493. ncmitds.net  HA11

MINERALS

Over 400 identified minerals, fossils, gems
and educational rocks, $100.00. Large Mogui
marbles 5 for $25.00. Medium moquis 10 for
$25.00. Mogui marble attached groups 5 for
$25.00. Mogui marbles hollow center halves
10 for $15.00. Lodestone 100 for $60.00.
Petrified wood crystals 10 for $25.00. 100
white floating pumice 100 for $35.00. Rainbow
wonderstone slahs 100 for $35.00. 300 iden-
tified Utah fossils $100.00. Polished banded
agate slabs 10 for $25.00. Bag of polished
worldwide gems 2 for $25.00.Large white cal-
cite clam fossils 20 for $25.00. Clam clusters
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5 for $30.00. Fossil fish 3 for $20.00. Fossil
Fish multiple plates $25.00 each.5 different
identified Utah Gambrian Trilobites $25.00.
Shipping extra. Fawcett Hobbies, 320 S. 300
W. Hurricane, Utah 84734. Phone (635) 435-
2980. XX

Orlando, FL, Mineral, Fossil and Artifacts
stare. Many different fossils and minerals,
including Florida material, Tampa Bay coral
rough. Ancient Artifacts & Treasures, 1999
West Fairbanks Ave., Winter Park, Florida,
(407) 678-9300. www mcintosh55.com KJ11

Pink Fedspar from Georgia. Pretty pink glossy
color. Good for specimens, tumbling or lapidary
work. Nice. Limited quantity. Chunks from egg
to baseball size. 34.00 pd plus postage. Great
South Gems & Minerals, Inc. 38 Bond Drive,
Ellenwood, GA 30294, www.greatsouth.net
Toll Free: 888-933-4367 XX

Pala Mining Adventure: Screen for tour-
maline, beryl, spodumene and associated
pegmatite minerals. Tables, tools and mine
tour included. Day trips $60 per person
most Sundays. Reservations required.
(760) 415-9143. More information at www.
digforgems.com L11
Collect Minerals in Maine. We have exclusive
access to private and closed locations like
Mount Mica, Mount Apatite and more! A
unique and complete vacation opportunity.
POLAND MINING CAMPS, Dudy and Mary
Groves, P.0. Box 26, Poland, ME 04274, (207)
998-2350. www.polandminingcamps.com
LA

MISCELLANEOUS

Colored glass chunks, assorted sizes and col-
ors. By the piece or by the ton, great attention
getter. www.amersonfarms.com. (502) 863-
3799 FL10

Rock and Mineral T-Shirts. Beautiful,
original designs. First quality, 100 percent
cotton. New designs added regularly. www.
sherryamitcham.com KJ11

QC Turguoise carries drilled & undrilled nug-
gets, crushed turquoise for inlaying, buttons,
rough, slabs, cabochons & 16" strands of
American turquiose. Post Office Box 6801,
Apache Junction, AZ 85278-6801. (480) 626-
7233. patriciagc@mchsi.com AL1D

Virgin Valley, NV. Bonanza Opal Mine Share for
Sale for $8000. Contact John (360) 249-5443
HA11

Lightning Ridge, Coober Pedy, Andamoo-
ka, Mintabie, Mexican. We're the largest
and most consistent Opal suppliers in the
industry. Free Catalog. KNIGHTS, Box 411,
Waitsfield, VT 05673. (802) 496-3707. E-mail:
knights@madriver.com XX

Australian Opal Imports. Fine black opal, rough
and cut stones. Ph 562-208-7494 www.aus-
tralianopalimports.com. Business is for sale:
name, website & inventory. 1611

The RocDoc For Opal you can afford. We stock:
African Brown, Wello, Australian White, Blue
Azure, Honduran Black, Japanese Kyrocera,
Larimar, Blue Amber. Call: (870) 867-4625,
(985) 790-0861(c), or email at therockdoc@
windstream.net CB11

Top-Quality Genuine Black Opal Triplets. All
grades and sizes. Geoff Hutchinson, Opal
Gutter. 4 Hartley Street, Riverton, South
Australia 5412. Phone and fax: 61-888472097.
E-mail: hutchopals@dodo.com.au L10

Swordfish Mining: Virgin Valley Opal Claim
sales, guided tours, E-Store: Specimens,
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Gemstones, Parcels, Wire Wrapped Pendants,
Beads, Pine Cones, Crystals, Fulgurites, and
mare. www.virginvalleyopal.com 1-866-698-
5666. L10

PROSPECTING

Mine Sapphires and Pan Gold at Home. Mine
run sapphire concentrates and panning gravel
with nuggets. Write DreaMail RG, P.0. 1790,
Fairview, NG 28730 AL11

Explore the Mekong River Valley in Thailand
for rare minerals and metals millions of years
old. Purchase 18 karat gold. Also diamonds,
rubies, sapphires, emeralds, in 18 karat gold.
Sell for 60% less than U.S. retail prices!
Invest in Thai quality jewellery. Travel first
class air to Thailand and save - save - save!
Contact: Orasi Duangkeaw for further details!
Email: 0606@hotmail.com / fax: (045)312-
714 / Cell phone: (045) 312-714. AC11

ROCK SHOPS

Rocks, rocks, and more rocks! Obsidian, Kay
counties, pedernales, pedernales tabs, novac-
ulite, Burlington, dacite, jaspers, Georgetown,
Peoria and Ft. Hood. Bulk, sawed or preformed.
Heated or raw. Call or write Vyrl Keeter 918-
453-7709 or 918 687-8449. 2419 Hilltop Ave.,
Muskogee OK 74403 AXT1

CENTER OF NEW ENGLAND: The Quartz Source
located 503 Nashua Street (101A) Milford, NH
is never far away. Tons of rough, crystals,
fossils, mineral specimens, jewelry, finished
pieces and tumble. We only sell rocks. Come
visit us Tuesday through Saturday 9-5. 603-
673-0481. guartzsource@comcast.net. JL10

earths.ancient.gifts. hitp://stores.ebay.com/
Earths-Ancient-Gifts. Your eBay online Rock
Shop. We have Sikhote Alin meteorites, mete-
orite display stands and labels, Green River
Fish Fossils, Utah Trilobites, Dinosaur Gem
Bone, Dinosaur Coprolite, Utah Septarian
Nodules, Moqui Marbles and Pop Rocks,
Petrified Wood, Fossils and Minerals, Davis
Creek Obsidian Rainbow & Tri-Flow rough
and slabs, Fossil and Meteorite Jewelry,
Geodes, Specimen stands and more. Please
email with inquiries and guestions clhp@
comcast.net. eBay seller 1D earths.ancient.
gifts LA11

WWW.CJPGEMS.COM: Northeastern Ohio.
Finished Gems, facet and cab rough, slabs,
rough rocks, minerals, crystals, tektites,
geodes, nodules. 330-878-7295 - Check
website for show schedule! IB11

Davis Creek Rainbow Obsidian $2.00 and up
per pound, plus shipping. By the ton or pound.
Top quality knapping obsidian. Wide range of
material for cabbing/apidary. Call (541) 947-
0282 or email outhackrocks@gooselake.com

HA11

Keokuk Geodes, Agates, Fossils and
more. Polished geodes and stones,
cracked and unopened. Access to 6 geode
mines. Custom cracking, sawing and guid-
ed hunts available Woodies Rock Shop,
Hamilton IL. www.woodiesrockshop.com
3 GF1
Marhleton, Wyoming. Rock and sagebrush jew-
elry and gifts. Rough rock for tumbling and
slabs. Specimens. Equipment. 614 E. 3rd St.
(307) 276-3448. www.graysrocksandgifts.
com. graysrocks@wyoming.com ALT1

Central Indiana: Spencer Lapidary, Home of
“Spheres by Spencer.” Rough rock, slabs, fos-
sils, minerals, specimens, tumblers, cabo-
chons, books, unique jewelry, custom rock
cutting. Tuesday to Saturday - Noon to 6 p.m.
9033 W 1000 N, Elwood , IN. (765) 552-0784.
Shop on-line at: www.spencerlapidary. com.

HG11
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Grants Pass Oregon Rock Shop. Full of Beautiful
polished rock; Book ends, thunder eggs, obsid-
ian, Petrified wood, jasper, etc.Tumbled Rocks.
Tons of rough rock. Lortone Tumblers. www.
hopperrockshop.com; email: hopper@budget.
net; (541) 479-6343 AL10

Asheville, North Carolina: Area's premier
showroom of minerals, jewelry, fossils, lapi-
dary and rockhound equipment. Large selec-
tion of beads and jewelry-making supplies.
SILVER ARMADILLO INC., 52 Westgate
Parkway, Asheville, NG 28806. (828) 253-
3020. Web site: www.silverarmadillo.com

AL

Worldofrocks.com. Crystals, minerals, fos-
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Oklahoma’s largest! Tons of rough agate, fos-
sils, onyx and finished product. Wednesday
through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. (580) 439-
4186 or (580) 439-5347. DC11

Montrose, Colorado: That-Little-Shop

Worldwide selection of minerals and fossils,
plus a full line of beads and a gift shop. 17656
Hwy. 550 South of Montrose. 16years. (970)
240-8527. Closed on Mondays. FK10

Ellenwood (Atlania), Georgia. Great South

Gems & Minerals, Inc. Minerals, fossils,
eggs, spheres, cutting material, tumblers &
grits. Books. 38 Bond Drive, Ellenwood, GA
30294 (770) 507-7113 www.greatsouth.net
XX
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ry/beads, equipment. Three locations catering
to lapidary, collector and metaphysical needs.
Nature’s Treasures. 4103 N. IH35, (512) 472-
5015; 2307 Kramer Ln. (512) 833-7760; 4300
S. |H35 Georgetown. (512) 864-7319.  AL11

ROUGH FOR CABBING

380 Ib Arizona Agate, top quality. Call for price.

Smaller pieces of many kinds also available.
928-776-0440 http://sites.google.com/site/
craftsbyearl/ JL10

Texas / Mexico Agate, Jasper, Wood. Old col-

lection from private ranches and mining areas.
Qver 25 tons rough and slabs. Pictures/con-
tact information at www.corecraft.net, (432)

sils, arrowheads, meteorites, specialties of

Exeter, New Hampshire: Santerre's Stones 'n

687-1631.

AF11
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try. “The Source.” KNIGHT'S HOUSE OF FINE
GEMS, Box 411, Waitsfield, VT 05673. (802)
496-3707. E-mail: knights@madriver.com XX

SERVICES

Lambert Indusiries, Americans in Bangkok!

Superior faceting: $1.20 per finished carat for
most stones, corundum $2.50 per finished
carat, less if smaller. Gabbing is cheaper. Deal
with English, German speaking professionals.
Skilled Thai cutters, reliable American/Swiss
management. Lambert Industries, 807-809
Silom Road, Bangkok 10500, Thailand. Phone
(66)2 236 4343. Email Lambertind@gmail.
com Web site: www.lambertgems.com ED11

the month, beads and classes. Open every
day except Tues. 1-94 exit 183 (go N.), 42 N.
Huron St., Ypsilanti, M| 48197, (734) 481-
9981. BG11

Indianapolis Area (Lawrence). Findings, sup-
plies, minerals, fossils, equipment, rough and
finished stones. No list. JOX ROX, 4825 N.
Franklin Road, Indianapolis, IN 46226. Hours:
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through
Saturday. (317) 542-8855. AL11

Philadelphia / Delaware Valley. Come See
The Largest Complete Rock Shop in the
East. Gems, Minerals, Fossils, Equipment,
Meteorites, Artifacts, Gifts, Gustom Jewelry
and Repairs. GARY'S GEM GARDEN. Sawmill
Village Center, Route 70 (1 mile west of |-295),
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2412. (856) 795-5077.
Visit us at: garysgemgarden.com AL11

Herb's Lapidary Shop — Route 1, Box 29, South
81 Hwy., Comanche, 0K 73529. Southwest

Stuff. Minerals, fossils, cabbing and fac-
eting rough, carvings, beads, bead supplies,
gemstones, jewelry, and gifts. 42 Water
St., Exeter, NH 03833, (603) 773-9393
www.SanterresStones.com BAT1

Reno, NV area: 59 Year Old Rock Shop!
Huge Inventory! See website lists, Pictures!
BEADS, Findings, Jewelry Supplies,
Gift items, specimens, minerals, fos-
sils, jewelry, crystals, books, equipment,
tools, supplies, tons!!! of rough rock;
Hwy 50-95 Rock Shop, 4261 Reno Hwy,
Fallon, NV 89406; (775) 867-2144; www.
fallonrockshop.com Gi1

Austin, Texas: Tons of Rough Rock, carving and

cabbing material starting at $2 per pound.
Huge crystals and minerals, fossils, meteor-
ites, fluorescent rocks, rare crystals, mineral
specimens, turquoise and natural stone jewel-

furquaise: Manyvarieﬁes natural and stabilized all

price ranges. Also available: cabochons, coral,
fire agate, opal, sugilite, wildhorse and facet
rough. Oro Valley Gems. 9755 N. Calle Buena
Vista, Oro Valley, AZ (520) 544-0295. www.
orovalleygems.com AL11
Idaho Willow Creek Jasper Rough. $20.00 per
Ib., plus postage. No shop. For more info,
write LARRY'S ROCK & GEMS, 5810 5. Bogart
Lane, Boise, ID 83714. KJ11

Slahs, rocks, houlders; Huge inventory includ-

ing exotics; see website lists; Hwy 50-95 Rock
Shop, 4261 Reno Hwy, Fallon, NV 89406;
(775) 867-2144; www.fallonrockshop.com
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ROUGH FOR FACETING

Free Catalog. The largest and most competitive

selection facet or cabochon rough in the indus-

Spherefactor: Your Gemstone and Mineral

Sphere Store: Sugilite, Emerald, Ruby,
Sapphire, Tourmaline, Lapis, Opal, Marca-
site, Turquoise, Aquamarine, Kyanite, Llano-
ite, Lodolite Quartz, American Jaspers, Jade,
Coprolite, Dinosaur, Metaphysical, Australia,
Russian, SO MUCH MORE! www.spherefac-
tor.com. E-bay store: SPHEREFACTOR. (210)
257-6070. L10

WANTED TO BUY

AGATES, JASPERS, WOODS. Specimens and

Fossils for wholesale business, also Rock
Shop and Estate Collections. JAYHAWK ROCK
SHOP, PO Box 296, Hill Gity, KS 67642, E-mail
peggysue@ruraltel.net, ph. 785-421-2333.
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N THE Rocks

by Bol Jones

Tucson Shows Approach

he great annual mineral event in Tuc-

son, Arizona, will soon be upon us.
To whet our appetites for the 2011 show
season, let's take a look back at the shows
that were held there in 2010.

The many shows of 2010 in Tucson
started off a bit wet, thanks to an uncom-
mon rain. The weather soon turned su-
perb, as it is wont to do during Arizona's
winter. After all, that was one important
reason Tucson developed into the great-
est of all mineral events. Folks were ea-
ger to escape the harsh northern winter
and bask in the glory of Arizona's sun.
The delightful specimens that could be
seen and purchased at the famous Tucson
Gem & Mineral Show™, better known as
the Main Show, as well as the numerous
small shows scattered around town, were
just one more reason for snowbirds and
visitors from other countries to visit our
great state.

It is impossible to visit each one of the
40-plus shows that are held in Tucson be-
ginning in late January and culminating
with the Main Show in mid-February. So as
a mineral aficionado who was under time
constraints, | stuck to those shows that tout-
ed mineral specimens, giving the general
rock and lapidary shows just a quick look.

Keep in mind that, of the many shows
going on in this two-month period, only
a handful are strong retail mineral shows.
Leading the pack is the Inn Suites Hotel
show, followed by the Westward Look Hotel
show and the Main Show, which is held in
the Tucson Convention Center. These three
are the most significant mineral shows.

A trip to the Westward Look, with its
relaxed setting, is well worth the time and
effort to drive there. It is situated some
10 miles north of the City Center. This is
where 1 started my mineral immersion.
There were 50 or so of the top mineral
dealers in the business featuring some of
the finest specimens you'll want to see. The
setting is lovely, with finely kept grounds,
impressive Western-style buildings, and a
nice restaurant.

The Zambian emeralds featured on the
cover of the February 2010 issue of Rock &
Gem were there in The Collectors Edge's
dealer room. That same room also held
choice, new, pink Afghanistan elbaites with
quartz. These lovely specimens suggest that
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Zambian emeralds, which were featured in the February
2010 issue of Rock & Gem, were available in Tucson.

the war-torn country is still producing su-
perb specimens, though 1 have to wonder
what dealer is brave enough to risk a trip
into that mountainous realm.

Morocco is well known for superb red
vanadinite and bright blue azurite. It has
also come on strong as a major source of
fossils, as evidenced by remarkable slabs of
grayish limestone replete with ammonites,
nautiloids, and the like. Now we can add
another dimension to Marocco’'s mineral
heritage: rare silver minerals featured by
The Collector’s Edge.

A large number of fine acanthites have
now come from Morocco. They are a bril-
liantly lustrous blackish gray and consist of
small clusters of sharp crystals that tend to
be under Y4 inch, but occur in groups that
are impressive. Now that same locality, the
Bouismas mine, is producing silver rarities.
The specimens | saw have three intergrown
silver species on them: dyscrasite, a silver
antimony; allargentum, an amalgam of
silver and antimony; and schachnerite, an
even rarer silver mercury amalgam. This
last has yet to be completely verified in the
specimens | saw, but final studies will prob-
ably prove the earlier ones to be accurate.

While at the Westward Look, | participat-
ed in a video shoot. BlueCap Productions,
run by Bryan Swoboda, produces a fine
DVD called “What's Hot in Tucson” that
gives an insider’s look at the newest and

best specimens for sale at the shows. Each

year's DVD gives an excellent overview

of new and classic minerals in Tucson and
are a ready reference of years past.

The “What's Hot” DVDs have always
been hosted by Dave Wilber. He has vast
experience in selling, collecting and exhib-
iting some of the finest and better-known
specimens. Dave’s health has become un-
certain, so Bryan invited me to co-host in
case Dave had to take a break. One of the
scenes we shot involved a recently found
kunzite from the Oceanview mine in San
Diego County, California.

Dave also spent time interviewing my
son Evan and his associate, Mark Miter-
man. These fellows had caused a huge stir
among collectors when they brought spec-
tacular azurites from the Milpillas mine in
Sonora, Mexico, to the Main Show. The
guys followed these winners with even
more spectacular malachite pseudomorphs

from the same mine. These specimens are
certainly the best ever to come from Mexico
and may well be the world's finest malachite
pseudomorphs after azurite. You probably
read about these amazing malachites in the
April 2010 Rock & Gem.

The Inn Suites seems to be the anchor
show in Tucson until the Main Show opens.
This motel event opens in late January and
holds well over 100 dealers, who offer just
about everything related to rocks and min-
erals. Displayed for sale in an open-air set-
ting are huge, amethyst-lined geodes from
southern Brazil and Uruguay. Monster Mo-
roccan fossil slabs are there in abundance.
There are so many tents, motel rooms, and
ballrooms stuffed with fossils and minerals
the place seems more like a mineral bazaar
than a mineral show! For mineral collectors,
it is a great place to ferret out fine miner-
als in a full range of values. | like to search
here for “sleepers”, specimens that are ei-
ther mislabeled or priced well below their
actual value.

One of the specimens | saw at the Inn
Suites was in the booth run by my friend
Benny Fenn. | have written about several of
Benny’s major finds in past years, including
the superb, very colorful Sierra Madre Oc-
cidental jasper and brilliant canary-yellow
mimetite from San Pedro Corralitos, Chi-
huahua, Mexico. The one specimen Benny
had at the 2010 show that surprised me is
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also from Mexico: a glass-clear
selenite crystal full of water bub-
bles that measures 3 feet long!

Clear selenite crystals with wa-
ter bubbles are very common in
Mexico. Cave after cave, vug af-
ter vug, yields such crystals simply
because the mineral is one of the
more common species formed
from mineral-rich solutions in
Mexican silver mines. What made
Benny's selenite crystal significant
were neither the water bubbles
nor its size, but its famous source,
one this magazine has revealed twice in
special articles. The selenite is from the Na-
ica mine, where a cavern of giant selenite
crystals was found. We featured a photo of
the cavern on the cover of our September
2007 issue. The cave was later written up
in National Geographic (November 2008). |
was actually inside that 149-degree F. cave
twice, albeit briefly. I could only stay in it
for six to eight minutes before bailing out
to the relatively cool 95-degree F tunnel!

One minor problem with all the shows
in Tucson is parking. Every collector wants
to be the first to get started hunting for
those special rocks, so opening day at all
the shows is really something. Some visi-
tors use the available shuttle system, but
parking is still a perennial problem. With
construction seeming to be an ongoing
event at the Convention Center,
even the Main Show is suffering a
parking problem. Use the shuttle
if possible!

Of course, everyone waits in
anticipation for the great Main
Show to open. They want to see
the amazing special exhibits that
make this show a cut above all
the other Tucson shows. Some
visitors, especially buyers from
overseas, stay in Tucson only long
enough to visit the Main Show on
opening day, the second Thursday
of February. By then, they have of-
ten been in Tucson for a week or
more, so they visit the Main Show
for one day, then leave for home.

In my opinion, the main reason
this amazing show is still the best in the
world is the dozens of special exhibits! The
Main Show actually turns Tucson’s Conven-
tion Center into a four-day mineral muse-
um with its special exhibits, many of which
are brought to the show by museums from
the world over. The museum exhibits are
supplemented by privately owned exhibits
that contain of many of the world's finest
minerals. Together, these exhibits form the
vital core of the Main Show.

In 2010, one important exhibit consisted
of a crown that had belonged to Queen
Antoinette of France and is now part of
the gem collection of the Smithsonian In-
stitution. The crown, now rich in turquoise
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Bryan Swoboda handles the camera while Dave Wilber interviews a minel
new finds at California’s Oceanview mine for “What's Hot in Tucson: 2010",

cabochons, was once encrusted with em-
eralds! As singularly beautiful as the crown
is, it almost paled in comparison to the
exhibits of gem crystals and their faceted
companions. These brilliant and colorful
exhibits reflected the show theme, Gems
and Gem Crystals.

Speaking of spectacular faceted gems, the
exhibit placed by the Gemological Institute
of America (GIA) was a stunner. Several
dozen superbly colored faceted gems—in-
cluding amethyst, aquamarine, peridot, and
rare species—were eye-catching indeed.

Not surprisingly, the privately owned
special exhibits tended to exceed those
from the museums. Many museums these
days are virtually penniless and can’t com-
pete with private investors for the treasures
that are currently coming from the earth.

The Inn Suites parking area was well stocked with Moroccan fossils and
quartz crystals.

Museums tend more often to display
choice, classic species, which are always a
delight to see and study.

A few collectors eschewed the show
theme and simply showed their best speci-
mens, sometimes from one locality. A case
in point was the colorful display of classic
and rare Tiger mine minerals by my son
Evan. This breathtaking display reflected
the show theme of 2008, “America’s Finest
Minerals, Revisited”.

For the first time, the Tucson Show Com-
mittee chose to feature the superb mineral
artwork of several talented folks. While
shooting for “What's Hot in Tucson: 20107,
l interviewed Eberhardt Equit, a very talent-

ed German artist whose mineral
artwork is now available in book
form. Each drawing is accurate
and stunningly beautiful. Equit's
style hearkens back to famous
European artists of yesteryear by
employing similar techniques.
He often uses powdered miner-
als to enhance the colors of his
paints. | was particularly taken by
a superb rendition of a crystallized
gold because Equit actually used
powdered gold in his paint. He
told me that, once the gold-acrylic
painting was finished, he used an agate to
polish it. This highlighted the yellow metal
suspended in the paint.

The Main Show as it exists today is a far
cry from the show that was held in the old
Quonset hut on the county fairgrounds
back in the 1960s. In those early days,
dealers simply lined up flats of minerals on
tables. Now, the major dealers actually cre-
ate a jewelry store atmosphere with carpet-
ing, specially lighted cases, and lovely art
and photographic works decorating their
booths. Each of these major booths should
really be thought of as a mineral gallery, in
my opinion!

Joining the mineral dealers at the Main
Show is an even greater number of jewelry,
gem and general retail dealers. These hard-
working folks offer just about everything
you can imagine that is related
to gems, jewelry and minerals.
There is something for everyone,
even low-cost mineral items for
the more than 5,000 students
who come to the show on Friday
for school field trips.

All in all, the Main Show is still
the place to visit and shop. The
spectacular exhibits and the min-
erals, jewelry, and related goods
that are offered for sale by well
over 150 dealers keep this show
the premier event that the City of
Tucson calls its Mineral, Gem and
Fossil Showcase!

Those who are interested in
obtaining a “What's Hot in Tuc-
son” DVD for 2010 or any other
year, turn to your computer and dial in
www.whatshotintucson.com. Anather “hot”
item we hope will be available is my new
book, The Frugal Collector, Vol. 1. Come by
the Rock & Gem booth and pick up a copy,
and I'll be happy to sign it for you. "

t about

Bob Jones holds the Carnegie Min-
eralogical Award, is a member of the
Rockhound Hall of Fame, o

and has been writing 4
for Rock & Gem since its
inception. He lectures
about minerals, and has
written several books
and video scripts.
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IELD NOTES

Lapidary Article Contest

Winner

Congratulations to Lucy Groenke, the
winner of Rock & Gem's 2010 Lapidary
Article of the Year contest. Lucy's project,
“Cast a Hollow Filigree Bead” (February
2010), took the reader through the steps
of carving water-soluble wax into a pattern
for a mold. Clear, close-up photos illustrate
the steps to finishing this attractive project.
Lucy wins the faceting lap and saw blade
package donated by Lapcraft Inc (www.
lapcraft.com).

The Bucket’s Half Full
Shimmering micaceous inclusions beckon:
another rock for the collection, | reckon.
Along with twenty thousand more—
all unique finds, personal scores.
Long miles stretch past me leaving cities
behind
I'm searching the log roads for a mineral
find!
Elevation gained, clouds now at my feet
even with chill winds carrying rain and
sleet
I'm looking for more, none may be missed!
My bucket's half-empty; I'm a rock
pessimist.
What's this? An old quarry strewn with
tumbled boulder?
A treasure trove indeed to the eye of the
beholder!
Pockets with calcites and crystals with
twins
tempt my rock hammer and chisel within.
As light starts to wane and the heater now
calls—
the bucket is full! I'm an optimist after all.
—Aaron Wiltsey
Willamette Agate & Mineral Society
Salem, OR
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Reader Lettens

Garnet Grime

| have been looking at the Rock & Gem
Web site and others, but cannot find what
| need to know. My wife and | have re-
turned home with a load of dodecahedral
almandine garnets. Most are s inch to ¥is
inch, with some larger and some smaller.
Many are in matrix and many are loose
crystals. Many seem of possible gem qual-
ity and are very dark.

| have separated the loose ones into two
types, those that show mostly clean sur-
faces with only a little matrix and mica at-
tached and the others, which seem to have
a rind or brown coating on them. These
ones are much more weathered.

I have tried to remove the coating with
oxalic acid without luck, and have even
put a few in muriatic acid to soak with no
change. | do have a tumbler, but I would
like to retain the crystal shape, if possible.
What would be the normal method for
cleaning these? | would like to determine
their color and clarity. (The coated gar-
nets are in the left of the photo below.)
Any advice your readers can give would
be appreciated.

—Jim and Mary Oswald
West Newton, PA
twotravin@yahoo.com

Club Subscriptions

| have some forms for Rock & Gem's club
subscription program, but I don't know
how old they are. Is the club subscription
program still going and are these forms still
valid?

—].M. Barry
Los Angeles, CA

Field Notes submissions are subject to
editing. Address questions to “Editor”
for a private response or to “Readers”
and provide the contact information

you'd like published. Send to Field
Notes, Rock & Gem magazine, 290 Ma-
ple Ct., Ste. 232, Ventura, CA 93003.

Yes, Rock & Gem is still running its club
subscription program. Club members can
get their subscriptions at a discount and
their club’s treasury gets money back from
Miller Magazines. Older subscription of-
fers, however, have expired. For our cur-
rent club subscription offer, mail your re-
quest to Club Subscription Program, Rock
& Gem magazine, 290 Maple Ct., Ste. 232,
Ventura, CA 93003 or e-mail editor@rockn
gem.com.

—Editor

Fluorescent Fix

As a “glowhound”, I was excited to see
Baob Jones’ article on collecting fluorescent
minerals in the November issue of Rock &
Gem. Savoring the colorful photos over my
morning coffee, | was intrigued to see that
the first photo featured a display case attrib-
uted to Greg Anderson, a friend and fellow
collector, with rocks that looked amazingly
like mine. It was only after my brain fully
responded to that first cup of coffee that
| realized it really was my case, probably
photographed by Bob Jones during his an-
nual trip to the Motherload Mineral So-
ciety’s show in Turlock, California, where
he is an honored speaker each year. Mike
Whittier deserves credit for organizing the
fluorescent display at this show, in which |
am only one of several contributors.

Should Mr. Jones or any readers have an
interest in seeing another superb display of
fluorescent rocks and minerals, | would rec-
ommend a visit to the Mineral & Gem Soci-
ety of Castro Valley's show in Newark, Cal-
ifornia, in late February (www.mgscv.org).
In cooperation with the club, the Northern
California chapter of the Fluorescent Min-
eral Society puts on a display of fluorescent
minerals that | believe to be the largest on
the West Coast, featuring rare and world
class specimens from all over the planet.
Unlike most club shows, this “West Coast
Glow” also features dealers dedicated to
fluorescent minerals.

Lastly, the Fluorescent Mineral Society
(www.uvminerals.org) is an excellent re-
source for readers interested in learning
more about this fascinating niche within
the world of rock collecting.

—Mark N. Isaacs
Regional VP, Northern California Chapter
Fluorescent Mineral Society
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Just add water

Just like the California desert where they are made, our Gem-Makers are ready
to blossom with just the addition of a little water. Everything you need to grind
and polish beautiful gemstones 1s included.
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