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fcended a great many times, I thought, at fir ft, it

had fpun a new Thread ac every Defcenr, and was

defirous to have meafured how long an one I could

caufe it thus to fpin ; bur, upon a ftri&er Examina-

tion, I very plainly perceived, that whenever it

afcended, it wound its Thread with its Feet into a

fort of Coil, and when it defcended only ravelJed it

out again.

The Manner how they perform this is diverting

enough 5 but as Spiders may be had almoft in every

Place, and the Experiment is fo eafily tried, I fhali

forbear defcribing it; and only add, that as thefe

Coils of Thread are exactly like thofe floating in

the Air towards the End of Summer, I think it is

not improbable thofe are made in the fame Manner,
when Spiders have a Mind to direct their Courfe in

the fame Diredion their Threads lie.

XVII. Some Remarks on the precious Stone

called the Turquoife ; hy Cromwel Morfi-

mer, See. R. S. &c.

Read Feb. 26.'*| ^HIS Stone has received its modern
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°f Turchefia, zndTurquoife9

from its being *Ti°ft commonly brought from Turky
into various farts of Europe. T)e Boodt * fays, the
Colour ofj this Gem is a Variegation of Green, White,
and Blue > and that there arc two Sorts of ir, the

oriental, from the Eaji Indies and Terjia, and the

occidental,
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occidental, from Spain, Germany, Bohemia, Silefa,

&c. 7 that in Terfia, where it is found in greateft

Plenty, it adheres to black Stones, as if it were an
Excrement or a Tranfudation from them. A Stone

of this fort is feldom found to exceed a Walnut in

Size 5 and he mentions one in the Great Duke's

Mufeum, on which the Head of Julius Cafar is en-

graved, as a very extraordinary Sample : He adds>

That he never faw one bigger than an Hazel-nut

;

that fome of the oriental ones have the Faculty of

preferring their Colour perpetually, which are called

Stones of the old Rock j and that others lofe their

Colour gradually, and are called of the new Rock.
He then gives an Inftance of a Turquoife which had

loft its Colour upon being laid by fome time after

its Owner's Death, which recovered its beautiful

Colour upon our Author's wearing it upon his Fin-

ger in a Ring.

CafiuS) in his Trcatife de Mineralibus, p. <Joi.

fays, This Stone is called Turco'ts by Mylius, in his

Bafilica chemical by Albertus Magnus, in his

Trcatife of Minerals; and by Rueius, in hisTreatife

of Gems : but Turca, by CauJJinus de Lapillis fytn*

bolicis, "De Boodt, and Dr. JVoodward, f with other

modern Writers, take it for the Callais of TUny*
Salmafius, in his

c
Plinian. Exercit. p. 142. fays,

Many have miftaken the modern Turquoife for the

CyanuSy but that the Cyanus was tranfparent like

the Saphirc ; whereas the Turquoife is a fort ofJafper.

Dr. JVoodward) in his Letter to Sir Jo. Hoskyns><f

fays, That the Turcoi's, or Callais of TUny, is no-

thing elfc bat foflii Ivory tinged with Copper. I

do
mm

* Method of Foffih. Letters, />, 17* f Ibid. p. 16
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do not deny, that fome Stones fold for Turquots,

and pofftbly all that the Do&or faw were ccrtainjy

fuch 5 but I imagine thofc which the Authors call

of the old Rock, and in which the Colour is per-

manent, arc real mineral Stones : This Sample now
before us feems to flicw this, from both the Form
and Size : Its Shape fhews it not to be Part of any
animal Bone; but its botryoid Form is to me a Dc-
monftration that it is the Produtt of Fire, which
had once melted this Subftancc ; and that when it

cool'd, its Surface was formed into Bubbles and Blif-

ters, in the fame manner as the Htematitis botryoi-

des or Bloodftonc, whofe Surface confifts of Knobs,
refembling a Bunch of Grapes.

That the Elephas ipvKlh, or Ebur fojjile oiTheo-
phrafius *, faid to be of various Colours, I do not in the

lcaft deny to be tinftured with Copper, and to be what
Dr. Woodword calls the Turquois: Indeed Ifufpcft it ro
be what "De Boodt calls of the new Rock 5 and fays is

liable to lofe its Colour, which it recovers again from
the Effluvia of the Pcrfon who wears it. I therefore, for

Diflin&ion fake, think all thefe Stones of the Ivory Ori-
gin fhould be called Pfeudo*Turchefi<e, orbaftardT^r-
quois ; and the other Sort, of which this before us
is one, the true or real Turquois \ for, by Examina-
tion in the chemical Way, I find it to be a very
rich copper Ore ; fome of it pounded and difibived
in Spirit of Hartfhorn gives a deep Blue 5 in Aqua
fortis a fine Green ; and an irou Wire put into it

was in 1 Hour's time incrufted with Copper: Some
of it calcined, without any Flux in a Crucible, rim

K k k to

* <^
*--ce Theophraflus\ Hifh of Stonts, tranflatcd, tfc. John Hill,
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to a Slag, or half vitrified Subftancc ; whereas the

lame Heat, had it been Ivory or Bone, would have

reduced it to a white Afh like Bonc-Afhcs; for I ex-

pofed it to fuch a Fire as vitrified the Tile that co-

ver'd it. Its Hardnefs and Confidence to an En-
graver's Tool feems to be the fame as common white

Marble: its Colour is not mended by Hear, but it

grows brittle when red hot.

This Specimen, now fhewn to the Society, was about

12 Inches long, 5 Inches broad, and in fome Places

near 2 Inches thick; rough on the under Side, as

though broken off from the Rock it had been af-

fixed to,- and the upper Side was compofed of

ihiooth polifiicd Knobs, in Form like to the botryoid

Iron Ore.

Sir Hans Sloane, in his noble Mufeum^ has fevc-

xal Specimens of thefts oriental Turquoifes, all bo-

tryoid $ cfpecially a Mafs horn China, about three

Inches long, two broad, and near an Inch thick : All

which fecm to be Copper Ores : And he has likewife

Samples of Turquoifes from Spain, and the South of

France ; which arc all fmall, and fecm really to be

Pieces of Ivory tinged with Copper.

XVIII. A \Defcription of a carions Echinitesj

by Mr. Henry Baker, F. R. S.

Read Feb. 26/Tk JTr
# Baker takes the Liberty of fhew-
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' JlVJL *nS l ^lc Society'a very extraordinary

Echinites, the like to which he has never leen in

any Mufeum> or found defcribed by any Author.

For the Echinita ufually met with, are made up

either of Chalk are Wmt, or fome ftony, chalky, or

7 fparry


