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PREFACE.

ANY notices of Stephen Atkinson, the author of this
treatise, are derived from the work itself. He was a
native of London,! bred up by his uncle, and served
an apprenticeship to Mr Francis Tiver, a refiner of
gold and silver. He was admitted a “ Finer” in the
Tower of London about the year 1586, and afterwards
engaged in refining silver in Devonshire from lead
brought from Ireland. He tells us he was taught his
mining skill “ by Mr B. B. an ingenious gent. ;” spent
his “ golden time” in different shires in England and

! Bishop Nicolson calls him ¢« Thomas Atkinson, an Englishman, who was
assay master of the Mint at Edinburgh in the beginning of King James the
Sixth's reign.”  Mr Gough and Mr George Chalmers have fallen into a similar
error, in calling him « John Atcheson,” who was probably the father of Tho-
mas Atcheson, and his predecessor as « Master Cunzeor.,” While our Atkinson
was refining ore from a silver mine in Scotland at the Tower of London, Thomas
AcDieson, « Maister of the Cunzie-house,”was officially employed in Edinburgh.
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Wales; and was two years in Ireland with Sir Bevis
Bulmer, who died in his debt #£340, having left him
there “ much in debt for him.” Sir Bevis, the ancient
hero of the contiguous mining villages of Lead-Hills
and Wanlock-Head, was probably the cause of leading
poor Atkinson astray from his refining business to
explore gold mines in Scotland and Ireland.

Atkinson gives us the date of his work, 1619 ; but it
appears by a grant of the Privy Council, anno 1616,
confirmed by King James the First, that he obtained
leave to search for gold and silver in Crawford Moor
on paying to the King one-tenth of the metals found.
It is probable that he either wanted money, or was
unsuccessful in his mining operations. Hence he
wrote this treatise, evidently in the view of its being
read by the King, whose character he had well scan-
ned.—* The sayings of two Philosophers in King Jo-
sina’s reign, one of his Majesty’s progenitors ; prophe-
cies fulfilling in his Royal person;” the Book of Genesis;
the authority of Job in metallurgy ; Charles the Fifth,
and King David, are all brought forward to encourage

his Majesty, “in respect of the wonderful resemblances

! See Appendix, No. VI
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which many of his Majesty’s gracious deeds have with
the doings of the prophet David and Solomon the
wisest.” The resemblances of “ his sacred Majesty or
Prince Charles” to King David (five in number) are,
with one exceptioﬁ, on religious “ deeds.” That ex-
ception is, “ the opening of the secrets of the earth,—
the gold Mines of Scotland, to make his Majesty the
richest Monarch in Europe, yea, in all the world.”
This measure was to be accomplished only by ¢ his
Majesty’s Plott,” communicated in an audience to Sir
Bevis, “ to move twenty-four gentlemen of England,
of sufficient land, to disburst #2300 each,” by creating
them “for ever Knights of the Golden Mynes, or Golden
Knights;”—a truly notable device, worthy of King
James. But his Majesty had expended £8000 on the
gold Mines of Crawford Moor, and had obtained not
quite 3 oz. of gold.! Atkinson made no impression on
the Monarch, for in the year 1621, a lease was granted
to John Hendlie, physician, for twenty-one years, of
the gold mines in the mining districts of Lead-Hills
and Wanlock-Head, which “hes bene thir divers zeiris

! Laing’s Hist. of Scotland, Vol. III. p. 56, from State Business MS.
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bygane neglectit.”! Yet unproductive as the gold
works had been to the crown, the extent to which
they had been carried on, over a great district of that
country, is truly surprising.

As early as 1526 a company of (Germans obtained a
grant from James V. for 43 years, of the gold and silver
mines in Scotland, with very extensive privileges.! By
a grant of James VL. in 1593, the gold, silver, lead, &ec.
mines in Crawford, or Friar Moor, and Glengonnar,
are given to Thomas Foullis, goldsmith. in Edinburgh,
for 21 years, in consideration of the great sums due to
him by his Majesty and “ his dearest spouse.” The
King, it appears,® was due to Foullis ££14,594, and his
Majesty pledged in security “ twa drinking peceis of
gold, weyand in the haill fyftene pundis and fyue
uncis.” Foullis worked the lead mines to some extent

"1 See Appendix, No. VII,

* Acta Dominorum Concilii, Jul. 19, 1526.—Amongst the notices of the

gold mines durmg the early part of the 16th century the following occurs :—
“ CRAWFURD MURE.

« 1tem, deliverit to my Lord Postulat of the Ylis for to pas to Craufurd
Mure, and thare to set werkmen and mak ordinance for the gold myne to gud
compt, in ane hundredth crownes of wecht, A . 3 xxxx l1.”

In the account of James Bishop of Murray, Treasurer, about 1515,

¥ Acta Secr. Conc. 21st Jan. 1593, * Ibid. 10th Sept. 1594.



v

in 1597, as there are acts of Council in that year for
the protection of his lead carriers. against “ broken
men of the bordouris.”” i

About the year 1607, when the silver mine of Hilder-
ston, near Linlithgow, was discovered, “the-most flatter-
ing expectations were excited.”® The King’s advocate,
Sir Thomas Hamilton of Bynnie, or Byres, was pro-
prietor of the land, but his Majesty took formal pos-
session of the mine, and appointed commissioners to
raise and send ore to the Mint in London to have its
value assayed. By an Act of Council in that year, Sir
Bevis Bulmer and five “ otheris were empowered to go
to that silver myne laitlie discoverit by our advocat,”
accompanied by Sir John Arnot, Deputy-Treasurer,
and Thomas Achieson, Master of the Mint, there to
raise ten tons of the various ores and metals, which
were to be sent to England to be assayed. These very
ten tons of “red mettle” were refined by Atkinson
himself in the Tower of London.?

! Atkinson makes no mention of the Lead-veins in the vieinity of Lead- Hills,
which had been diseovered and worked long before his time. Some original
Leases of the Lead-mines, dated in the year 1565, are preserved in the General
Register House. See Appendix, No. IV,

* Laing's Hist. of Seotland. ¥ See page 50.
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In 1608 Sir Bevis Bulmer was appointed, by patent,
“ maister and surveyair of the earth werkis of the lait
discoverit silver myne ;! and the mine was worked by
the Crown for three years under his direction. But
in 1618, Sir William Alexander, Thomas Foullis, and
Paulo Pinto, a Portuguese, got a grant of the mine of
Hilderston on paying a tenth of the refined ore? .

What quantity of silver was raised by the Crown
from this mine cannot now be discovered ; the expenses
are detailed in the Appendix, No. V3

The manuscript from which this work is printed,
consisting of fifty leaves in folio, written in a contem-
porary hand, had belonged to Colonel Borthwick, by
whom, in the year 1683, it was given to Sir Robert
Sibbald, at the time he was collecting materials for his
projected “ Atlas of Scotland.” After Sir Robert’s
death it was purchased along with his other MSS. for
the Advocates’ Library. Another copy, in a more

! Regist. Mag. Sig. 25th April 1608, and Acta Seer. Cone. 5th May 1608.

% Aecta Secr. Cone. 17th Mareh 1613.

3 We find in the reeords of the Privy Couneil, that in 1591 ¢ fourscoir stane
weight of gold,” and again, in the same year, two hundred weight of gold, were
ordered to be coined, but it does not appear where the gold was got. Of silver,
211 stones were ordered to be recoined by the Act of 7th James VI., anno 1581,









THE DISCOVERIE AND HISTORIE

OF THE MYNES IN SCOTLAND.: Sl
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IT is the manner of such as desire to secke for naturall gold or silver Prepara-
ns for
nes of

out of God’s treasury-house, to witt the Earth, wherein all sorts of Itrilo
earth, meneralls, or menerall stones are by God placed, before profitt go{d-
can bee raised thereof, First, to use the arte of delving with the sedd 1.
spade, next the wheele barrowe, or hand barrowe, to carry away the
same earth so gotten, into serviceable places : Then to digg the next o
ground under that sodd so gotten with a mattocke, picke, or towhill ;
next a shovill to throw that earth so gotten into a serviceable and con-
venient place, neere unto the buddle where the same earth must be
rendled or washed : And then the iren raake or scratch to cull and de- 3.
vide the great stones for that sorte or bedd of earth affacesed, with
which greate stones and sodds serviceable walls maye be made, like
unto forts or bulwarkes, for conveyance of your dead worke, &c.
And before any of these be putt in practice or perffected, there must
be provided a sufficient damme, or poole, made with turffes, soddes,
stones, and timbers, to keepe sufficient water in, for maintaininge the
buddles, or if neede be, the scowring places, with a sufficient flood-
gate; with which all sorts of earth are to be washed or scowred, else
A
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buddled, and so stroughed :—and thus much coneerning secking for
gold or silver, &c. by the arte of washing. But before a certaine or
perfect discovery thereof shalbe made, and thereby to obtaine or
raise up profitt, skilfull Artists and labourers must before be seene
for, that they may each have his instrument, implement, and neces-
sary tooles, sufficient to worke with. And all these worke men must
be able to understand what they have to doe, and to make the ill well
don, or at least ought to knowe the principall ground worke of theire

“ .‘prpgle(.wding, and to what end the same service may tend or apper-

taine; And then, lett the superiour or governour of such like worke he

L5t ! “adwaids ‘suer to have store of meate, drinke, and rayment, snfficient to

suffice them ; also coyne and moncy for such workemen, to provide for
themsclves., It is written, let the labourer have his hier, and the in-
dustrious workeman his wages, and then God will blesse both the
worke and workeman, &c. It is written also, lett every servant doe
his dutifull service faithfully, without grudging, which will please both
God and man, espeeially respecting that busines whieh the governour,
superiour, or ruler of such worke do appoint or set him unto. And yet
I knowe that artsmen or workemen are of variable mindes and opi-
nions, and 'to be compared unto diverse schollers of divers opinions,
&e: And workemen, to please theire superiours, governours, or rulers
of the workes, too mueh frequent the old phraise, (viz'.) to say well, or
boast and bragg of theire owne doings, foretelling the great suecesse
may happen of their worke, forgetting to speake of the greate expence
and hassard of life and goods, before the same worke will defray the
charge thereof. It is true that ¢ say well and doe well ends both
with one letter ; and say well is good, but doe well is better.” And I
have knowen oftentimes that such boasters are not to secke for an ex-
cuase when as after say well doth faile them, alledging some one thing
or ‘other to be wanting, when the worke is altogeather destitute of
arte, and this is called theire ultimum refugium, and is to be compared
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unto the lawyers delaying answer, which he giveth to his client, (say-
ing,) ¢ Oh, good sir, you should have told me that before,” when he
had heard it [at] least twenty tymes before.

The next ground which is to be observed, is, that there are (within
England, Seotland, and Ireland) many which tearmes themselves As-
saymers, (viz'.) to make a triall of any sorts of meneralls or menerall
stones, when indeede they prove no proficients. My sclfe have found
out some, such as arc in great favour with theire superiours, and there-
fore beleeved ; but the materiall case being sett open concerning the
cheife pointe of mynes, meneralls, or menerall stones, cither for the
finding out thereof, or for the washing or separating, melting and
fyning of them, then they altogeather depend uppen theire servants,
which prove the doe-masters, and the ruler of the say-master, but not
the assaymer. But the most rediculous thing is, (viz") it is to be noted
amongst many artists who professe the making of the philosopher’s
stone, (saying,) that they ean turne any kind of metall, menerall, or
menerall stone, into perfect and fine gold or silver, so as first they must
condition with the superiour or governour to be at a certaine chardge,
and soe to disbursc a certaine great sum of money before hand ; which
gold or silver shall begett other gold or silver by multiplication, or
in great abundance ; and theire other reason is, that gold engendreth
with gold, and silver with silver, and so one begetteth an other, even
like unto it selfe.

I confesse the same argument indueeth many men into the like
trialls ; the end whereof proves te be but meere phopperie and collu-
sion. I confesse, neverthelesse, that sondry sorts of base metalls,
with some quantity of gold, may be turned into base gold ; and so like-
wise such other mettles converted into base silver, even from an cunce
fine unto xj. ounce ij% fine, to witt, from an five pence ob q; an
ounce unto five shillings two pence halfe penny an ounee in silver ; and
likewise gold computated by the karratts, from iij*. the ounce, unte
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Ixxiij’. per ounce. Thus the gredines of lucre forceth sometimes artists
and pregnant witts to attempt unlawfull actions, not respecting what
may ensuc ; but soe longe as they doe only turne the said base gold or
silver into triffling things, requisite to be worne or used, and sell it
accordingly to his worth, all is tollerated, and hee or they often be-
cometh rich thereby. But if not therewith content he or they will
presume to counterfeit the King’s Majestie’s coyne, although he make
it never so exactly and cunningly, yett therein is he farr over seene,
untill att last he be caught in the unlawfull action; and therefore
often it falleth out that such doe stretch the soveraigne tree of Ti-
burina.- Some againe reade much the old authors, observing thereby
be don [by] sufferance, but not what ought to be don lawfully without
reproofe. Some study Philosophy, and thereby attaine to great know-
ledge and wisdome; and some practice alcumists with tolleration,
. and thereby becometh rich, &c. Fiftly, There be sondry men which
would faine be rich by a small adventure, or with a light purse, who
doth not confesse that the best gotten goods of earthly riches are
counted to be had out of mynes, meneralls, and menerall stones, in
the earth. He that hath much, desires more ; he cannot rest till he
becometh greater then his equalls; but then he deviseth how that
might so come to passe without disburstments of money, &c. Such a
one will never thrive by any sorts of mynes, meneralls, or menerall
stoncs, but may rather be compared unto a brute beast, called the catt,
by whome it is written, that the catt loves the flish, but shee loves not
to wett hir foote for it. And so I rest, and with leave purpose to re-
Jjoyne with that place where I left in my third preparation, (viz'.) How
men ought to doe if ‘they desire to hunt, trace, or chase after mynes,
meneralls, or menerall stones.

Hee that would be a menerall man, (as I said before,) must provide
for artists and workemen ; yea, such as are stayed men, and judiciall.
And then forecasting to have for them severally implements, instru-
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ments, and tooles necessary ; and he must knowe how to imploy them
severally within severall grounds, placeing every man aeeording to his
quality, &e. as before is said. All whieh being don, yett all is not don; for
when meneralls and menerall stones are found out of the earth, gotten
into thy possession, cnlled, washed, and dressed, from all his imper-
fections, then must it be made into malliable mettle by a forceable fier,
in which it is to be tryed seven times, and, if neede require, seven times
seven tymes ; out of which menerall or menerall stones shall be reduced
either gold, silver, copper, tynn, leade, or iron, aceording to his qua-
lity : alsoe steele and quieksilver is extraeted out of meneralls'and me-
nerall stones; for more sorts of substantiall or malliable mettalls be
not then these, either able to abide the force of the hamber, or to be
made into a solidd matter,—these mettalls following excepted, (viz'.)
bell mettle, which belfounders use; brasse, whieh the tinckers use;
and lattyn, whieh founders and sueh like use; for these, and the like
to these, are ealled by some composed or mingled mettalls, and will
ineorporate themselves with sondry of the other materiall mettalls
aforesaid, as gold and silver, copper, and tynn, &e.

Concerning quicksilver, which is ealled a fugitive mettall, yett a
matter substantiall, whieh, by compounds of drosse and druggs, onee
killed, dyeth in his sowle unto death, yet liveth in his materiall body,
and will incorporate with lattyn, brasse, or bell mettle, and with cop-
per, being first turned white. And then they eall this mettall the phi-
losopher’s stone; but a famous writer and practitioner in that art’
calleth it the arte of eollusion or deceite ; and one other calleth it-the
devill’s erafty witt, which is taught to his servants, that thereby
worldlings may be deceived ; yea, artists and wisemen are often de-
eeived by this fallacy. And the goldsmiths themselves, which often
trust to theire touchstone, eutting it, and nealing it, and forging it,
till it be thinn plate, &e. is deeeived by this fallaey. And in conclu-
gion, the mistery, arte, facultie, or scienee, of scarching out, hunting
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after, or chaseing and traeing, to find out mynes, meneralls, or me-
nerall stones, out of God’s treasure hounse, my selfe have often prac-
tized, and bronght the same to effect within these 36 yeares paste. My
first teaching and crudition came from Mr B. B. an ingenious gent,
but never used such tricks ; and I spent the other parte of my golden
tyme within sondry shiers of England, and the principallities of Wales;
and some short time, for ij yeares space, in Ireland ; but a long time
in Scotland, and therefore bold to speak thereof. In all which Realmes
I have found sondry sorts of mynes and malliable mettalls, perfitt
within the earth, but not in great abundance; and that they were
created there in the beginning, by the mighty power of God, and not
made by any arte of man in the earth; yea, that these meneralls, or
menerall stones, were (as it might be said) hoorded up by God him-
selfe, and by his heavenly providence, within certaine corners in the
centure of the earth ; (to witt,) in holes, cliffts, with some cave, groves,
shafts, or pitts. But thereof I will speak more at large hereafter ;
wherein alsoe I shall dilate of other industrious gentlemen’s opinions,
and curious workemen’s works, of artists’ attempts, and of skilfull
men’s accedents, besides my owne trialls and judgments concerning
my resolntion in meneralls and menerall stones. And for the better
confirmation thereof, T humbly erave your patience and sufferance that
I may, without offenee, speake freely, and commune, or reason a little
‘uppon this point, concerning masters, governours, superiours, or rulers
of works, (to witt,) for hunting after, traceing, or chaseing, to find out
meneralls or menerall stones, of works and workemen, of artists and
artists’ men ; and consequently myne owne, and best knowne and tryed
opinion, or what with mine eyes I have seene, or eares have heard, and
noted by my practize, or observed by my diligenee, and noted by my
often reading of the Bible, and other godly bookes. And I shall make
you partaker with me, shewing unto you cach man’s duty to be don,
and each man’s care that ought to be don, and had ; next, how the mis-
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ticall secrett of God, (viz'.) meneralls, or menerall stones, may be
brought to perfection ; whereby they shall undoubtedly tend, first, to
the glory of Almighty God ; next, to the proﬁtt‘of Kinges or Princes;
thirdly, the inriching the Country in which wee are borne.
Therefore, read on and understand, this is written [in] the 82 psalme,
conecerning superiours, gov.emours, rulers, &e. (to witt,) ¢TI have said
ye are gods,” &c. In these few words I understand that King Da-
vid secemcth to sett forth many notable examples and seerett thinges,
amongst which he sheweth inferiours persons how to conecive of theire
superiours ; also that artists, workemen, and other laborious persons
should follow the opinion and command of theire superiours ; And next
how governours should behave themselves in theire settled plaees, given
them by God to use, &c. ; lastly, God would have every one (in some
sorte,) to give an accompt; else answeare somewhat aptely, accord-
ing to God’s divine nature; but not like a Spiritt, as he is God,
nor as he is Eternall, nor Almighty as he is, nor as he is Incompre-
hensible: But he commands every one to his duty uprightly, accord-
ing to God’s word ; and to beare in his minde these godly lessons, (vizt.)
(1.) First, remember that a gift being given by God, must needs be ac-
knowledged from God, and soe is given him as a blessing ; for which
every man ought above all other things to serve God; (2.) next, to
endeavour, by all good mecanes, to benefitt himselfe and posterity ;
(8.) next, his owne native countrey ; (4.) next, his soveraigne lord, the
King’s Majesty ; (5.) lastly, to profitt God’s holy Catholique church
so neere as he can, &e. And thus much I thought fitt to speake of
superiours or governours, &c. allowing of that sentence written in the
holy booke of God, ¢ All anthority what socver is from God alone ;”
and, therefore, superiours, &e. ought to remember how they come unto
such excellency above other inferiours persons, seeing all men are made
of one mould, (the earth,) &c. (1.) And again, for example, Kings and
Princes write, By the grace of God, &c. (2.) And againe, it is said in

David.

Proffe.
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the Seripture, (vizt) ¢ By me (saith God) Kings raigne and Princes
decree justice.” (3.) And in the other place God saith, ‘ By me
Kings and Prinees rule.” (4.) “ By me the Nobles of the Land, and all
judges of the earth, doe command,” &e.

But I say not this as informing you; of such like don by you,
farr bee any such meaninge from me; for I am eertaine it is better
knowne to your selfe then to me or any of my quality. Once more,
(with leave,) give me leave to proové, that authority is given unto go-
vernours why to rule and governe, First, That the inferiour person
may live a quiett and peaceable life : (1.) Quiett, as from our forraine
enemies, the Turkes, the heathens or pagans, &e. ; (2.) Peaceable, as
from any civill discord by the superiour eonstrained : Next, that both
superiour and inferiour persons may lead a godly and honest life,—(3.)
Godly, as from idolatry, religiously in religion, and so compelled to
doe by his superiours ; (4.) Honest, as he, whieh from impurity in Con-
versation, is enacted by his ruler, &e.

Thus all our whole consultations must of foree for ever tend to one
or all the four preeeedings; But, in the end, both masters and ser-
vants, all generall must one day (how soone no man knowes,) ren-
der up an accompt, unto the King of all Kings, unto the Governour
of all Kings, yea, and of our lives, either to everlasting eomfort or end-
les torment.

Neither desire I to instruet you in any of these preeeeding points,
who knowes them all farr better then my selfe; and therefore lett
such presumption be farr alsoe from me: And therefore consider,
first, of the eircumstanees thereof eharitably, and I shall relinquish
any longer to distinguish of governours and superiours, and proeeede
in my objeet and purpose, (vizt.) To shew you the easiest way how
mynes, meneralls, and menerall stones, may be and have bin disco-
vered. Sondry men have bin at chardges, (I knowe by iy owne lately
made in Seotland, at the gold mynes,) &e. supposing that the same
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might easily he effected ; but not without disbursements of monies or
vietualls and rayment, I dare presume it. And therefore, (with leave,)
I purpose to discourse of prudent men’s opiriions thercin, who, after
some probable proofe made, compared those Scotts gold mynes unto
God’s treasur-house, placed by God himselfe within the centur of
the earth; and others resembles them unto Opheir gold, or Tyber
gold, and the gold gotten in the river of Tyber, for the goodnes
thereof. But others, which would faine catch their owne shaddowes,
may not nor will not be perswaded that any goodnes can be produced
out of Scotts ground, and are doubtfull whether the sonne and moone
and starres shine there or not ; for, say they, gold and silver engenders
with the heate of the sonne and moone, and alsoe, where such riches be,
the people of that countrey cannot be poore nor beggarly, as the Scots
be. And others dare presume to sweare, that there never was yet found
within Christendome any solid bedds, or vaynes and seares of gold or
silver, but that all gold and silver is reduced out of lead ewer, copper,
tynn, irom, or steel oare, for they have travelled over and over the most
parte of Christendome, and neither saw the like to Scotts naturall gold
gotten in the ground by mee, nor have heard thereof otherwise then is
before related, &c. But for the judiciall opinion of H. M. one of the
King’s Majesties servants in ordinary, I recommend it above all others
before mentioned of all such professors of theire loyalty to the King’s
Majesty, (not one kept their promise according to their vowes, H. M.
excepted,) for some of whom I much alsoe depended, sithence gave
up theire vitall breath, and changed this life for an everlasting life, I
hope, cven before his Majesties returne in his progresse from Scot-
land, els a great triall thereof had bin don before this day. Now, it
is to be noted, that most men, especially marchants, &e. will not care
to traffique into the East Indies or West Indies, into Virginia, Guy-
ana, Rushia, Cataya, and many other nations or provinces, both ex-
treeme hott and extreeme cold, for gold and silver, and to find the
B
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gaine thereof, yea, unto the Golden Ilcland, to find out gold and silver
in reedes, which is contrary to all llmmane art and ineredulous, that
the wisdome of man should comprehend such inventions ; but there
is nothing impossible with God, &e. for gold and silver is within the
bowells of the earth, in solidd places, and not in reedes by supposi-
tion ; and, to that purpose, they have hired oftentimes artists, worke-
men, myners, and pyoners, yett never attained to halfe that assurance
as by my selfe hath bin already made to appeare unto the King’s most
excellent Majesty, out of his kingdom of Seotland, Guiana excepted,
from whence I have seene perfitte gold. Several trialls thercof, in like
manner, in sondry places, out of meneralls and menerall stones, have
bin made, which are called the dry meneralls in Seotland, and the
like gold to it hath not often bin secne or heard of to be gotten within
Christendome as this of Scotland, tried and reported to be worth iij
score xvj thousand pounds sterling per ton weight thereof; and a
platt shall be laid for performance thereof, as hereafter, &e.

Now, my desier is only for the better strengthning of this busines,
that these certaine points following be imitated or considered of, for I
knowe them both trew and verity itselfe.

First, It is set down in the Scripture, and therefore not to he
denied, that God, in his wisdome, created naturall gold and silver in
the first beginning of the world (of nothing) ; and he placed it within
the carth, as in his habitation ; and he hath invironed it amongst the
the strongest forts of the worlde, (vizt.) amongst the rockes and
craggs, in holes, and crevecscs, and in desolate places, and there to be
nowrished b.y the vertue or strength of the earth, even as a child is of
his mother, which sucketh, &c.

Secondly, Lett my judiciall man understand, that xx fathoms
under ground, within the entrailes of the earth, it is as hott, even in
the coldest countrey or nation under the whole scope of heaven, asin
the hotest; so that it is no argument that in Scotland there can be
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no naturall gold or silver, for assuredly it hath bin found there uppon
Crayford moore, and other moores adjoyning thereto, before any man
now alive was borne, some thercof in solidd places, uppon mountaines
and mosses, and some in shallow places, within vallies and dales,
neere to the river or brooke-side, yea, even as if the omnipotent Crea-
tor of heaven and earth should have invited the King’s Majesty there-
unto for a great blessing.

Thirdly, To confound the opinions of fond conceits, that desire
rather to detract the blessings of God from theire owne native coun-
try ; and without just cause attribute that to other provinces, which
no man hath ever redd of or seene the like, or better naturall gold and
silver then hath bin showed unto the King’s most exccllent Majesty
and his honourable Councill, by my sclfe and others. And I saw the
getting thercof in sondry places ; and the King’s Majesty, in his owne
knowledge, can wittnes the same in Scotland to be gotten : only I
was emboldencd, out of wy zcale and duty, to put his Majesty in mind
of so honourable a busines amongst other his Majesty’s great affaires ;
this to be none of the smallest, neither one of the least pleasing unto
God. In respect whercof, my sclfe being one of the meanest of many
thousands to expresse the same unto his Majesty, my most humble
suite was then to his Highues to be a labourer in the vineyard, and to
enjoy my deserts, desiring no other hier then he that cometh at the last
houer of the day, but only to be a workman in such a busines for his
Majesty. .

Fourthly, It is specially to be noted, that in all good works which
tend to the glory of God, the profitt of princes, and the general
good of the commonwealth, there doth often grow questions, because
of the wisdome of many councellors ; neverthelesse, all men knowe
that gold and silver is not to be had out of the earth without chardge,
neither can other menerall or menerall stones be arraysed out of the
bowells of the earth; but first there must be some adventure before
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any gold, silver, copper, tynn, or lead, iron, and steele, can be had, or
any coales, &e. by which some have gotten infinite riches, and others
undon thereby ; and therefore, in my opinion, not for one man’s purse
to maintaine the finding ount of the premisses, especially for naturall
gold and silver, being the purest of all mettalls; nor to maintaine
multitude of workemen, as myners, pioners, todiscover the premisses,
neither to enjoy them, being found but only for a King, &c., and
therefore most necessary for kings and prinees to undertake sueh
royall works, as that of Scotland, (vizt.) the gold myne, whieh (if it
hit) must needes tend to the glory of Almighty God—to the honour of
his Majesty—a great enhablement of the Kinge’s kingdomes—and a
rich benefitt to the whole ecommonwealth ; and so, consequently, must
of neeessity redownd (if God’s pleasure be to prosper it) to the great
terrifiing of all God’s enemies, whieh, God graunt that it may be an
everlasting happines to his Majesty and posterity, and then to all
others, the suceessive ages, a perpetuall felicity. And thus I enter-
prised te glorify God in undertaking so good a worke, being one of
the meanest amongst many theusands in se worthy and honourable
an aetion, for my Soveraigne Lerd the King.

Fiftly, It is not to be csteemed of the smaller validity, beeause of
the meaness or poverty of the party that propounds it, (whe) hath with
his travaile and purse don his utmost to searche, secke for, find ont,
or diseover it, att his owne proper chardges already, seing that in the
whole seope of the Scripture, Jesus Christ made ehoise of the simplest
and poorest, to sett forth his glory in publishing his most saered word,
and not the greatest sehollers.

There needes no more examples but to referr this, and all other my
former labour, unto your wisdome; and as it shall please God to gard
your harts in this and in all things else, God’s will be don, and not
mine, for whom I shall for evermore pray. But therein doe I thinke
my selfe thriee happy, that through my late serviee and diligence all
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those gold and silver mymes of Seotland, some of God’s works, from
the beginning of the world, were then sett open. Christ’s name is
thereby also glorified, even in the discovery of so worthy and noble a
busines as that is of Secotland, (vizt.) the purest of all mettalls, being
naturall gol(i, not arteficiall gold, made fine, or purified, by man ; but
by that sacred Philosopher of heaven, for the only good of mankind.
If he will seeke for it by the sweat of the face, as it is written in the
holy booke of God ; to whome be all honour, praise, glory, and thanks-
giving, for evermore, Amen.

It followeth that I most humbly erave your favourable acceptance
that I may a little decide of my former presumption and attempt con-
cerning that busines of Seotland, wherein I made promisse to doe my
best endeavour for the discovery of a rare and most secrett mistery;
and it to be done by the arte of extraetion, out of meneralls and mene-
rall stones, (viz'.) the sappare, the callamineere, the saxeere, and the
sallineere stones. These are called dry menerall stones ; and the arte of
extraction hath not bin frequented, or usually used, within any of his
Majesties domminons, till now lately in London, &e. And then it
was my intent to discover the knowledge, of the arte thereof, whereby
it might from henceforth tend to the perpetuall good of the whole
commonwealth, especially the inabling or inriehing of his Highnes
erowne and dignity ; and lastly, to the exaltation of God’s omnipotent
power and glory, whieh now I have referred untill my second exercise.
Thereby alsoe, it cannot be denied but an infinite number of artists,
workemen, myners, and pioners, must be maintained and releeved by
that onlyimployment, (viz'.) to seeke out for God’s treasur house within
the wombe of the carth, or to lay open that bedd of gold, &e. or dis-
cover that vaine of gold, &e. which God hath plaeed in descrt places, as
in crevises and holes, for the only use of mankinde in the earth, &e.
within the kingdome of Scotland, is to be found out uppon thesc moores
or wast places following, (vizt.) (1.) on Crayford moore, and Fryer
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moore, within Cliddale; (2.) on Robburt moore, and Mannocke
moore, in Nydesdale ; (3.) vppon Glangaber water, in Inderland, with-
in the fforrest of Atricke; for these are tryed all by mee, &c. And
in all these places, naturall gold is to be found out ; and you shall al-
wayes find skilfull seekers and discoverers thercof, dwelling neere
unto these foresaid places, for to use the trough or skewer, but not
very perfitt in the buddle, nor any at all in the art of extracting.

Some of these laborious Scottsmen knowe the naturall gold perfectly,
and too well—I meane that gold gotten in vallies, not uppon solidd
places, (vizt.) uppoen high mountaines and mosses. But they knowe
only the gold in remote places, which the Seripture speaketh of in
Job, the 28 Chapt. wherein the vulter’s eye hath not yett seene it.
They knowe also the gold gotten uppon the superficies of the earth,
uppon the skirts of the high mountaines, and on both sides of the
Cloughes; and thus alsoe it is gotten att the West Indies, &e. as here-
after shall be proved, and by whome; &e. Even these presidents (if
there were no more) were able to encourage either governours, supe-
riours, artists, or industrious workemen, of what degree so ever he be,
to presume as farr, nay, to attempt as much, as Lhave before enterprised
in Seotland, hopeing then to have reecived some acknowledgment from
his Majesty, which I confesse was promissed, but not performed ; for
God tooke away my freinds, unto his mercy, before they could doe me
the good which was promissed, and thus [was I] forced to remaine in
distresse till the Honourable Lord Willoughby, my Master, did pitty
me, and had some compassion on me, &e. And now I purpose to
dilate unto you how, or after what manner in times past, neere unto
river sides, within combes and vallies, naturall gold hath bin gotten in
the kingdome of Scotland, uppon the aforesaid moores, &c.

The vulgar sort of Scottsmen usually sought for it uppon these
moores, after a great raine, and after the splitts of raine had run his
course ; and this raine, or force of water, brought downe no other gold
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then gold which before had bin removed by the force of waves flood,
and that gold was, and is, called superficiall gold to this day. For
from the creation of the worlde, unto this preéent yeare, are con-
tained of yeares five thousand five hundred, fower score, and odd
yeares ; and from the creation untill the generall deluge, are contained
sixtecne hundred and threescore ycares, &c.; and from Noah’s flood
untill this present yeare of our Lord God, called 1619, are contained
3926 yeares. So as in the begining of the worlde gold and silver was
placed in the howells of the earth, it was created by God the Father in
his strong treasur house, (viz".) the carth. But when God said unto the
Trinity, (vizt.) ¢ Lett there be dry land,” which was long after the
worlde’s creation, and immediately it was so, at whieh time the generall
deluge was; and then, even att that time, naturall gold and silver
(which now is found to be in combes and vallies) was forced and toorne
from his bedd or vazen, from his dwelling place, viz. God’s treasur
house in the earth, &c. And thyther, even our Scotts gold, which is now
found in sternes or in graines and peices, did discend, or was washed
downe. In which vallics, combes, skirts of hills, or cloughes, evenuntill
this present day, it hath laid still and not removed, except after a great
splitt of raine, the force whereof doth breake and weare the super-
ficies of the earth, but not the solidd earth ; after which, the Scotts
men, and women, and children, run to seeke for it, and doc find it still,
even untill this day : and therchy they find with it alsoe the saxere
stones in great abundance, and alsoe much of the calamineere stones;
but the salineerc stones is as small as the musterd secde, and some like
meale ; and the sappar stone in lumps, and like unto the fowles eyes
or birds eggs. And the most strangest of all is this; there is found na-
turall gold, linked fast unto the sapper stone, even as vaines of lead ewer
and white sparrs doe growe togeather, &e. But theire usuall manner is,
when they seeke for gold in combes and vallies, to frame or make a
long sowgh, or secowring place, inte which they bringe the streame
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water, to scower away the light carth from the heavy sandy earth,
and to cull away the great stomes from thc heavy sand, which
sand or heavy earth they serape into theire troughe or tray, and
by stirring it, and washing the same often, there is found both raine
gold, flatt gold, pale gold, and blacke gold : yett all these be naturall
gold, &c. And alsoe all these are called perfect compacted gold, made
in the beginning of the worlde, and engendreth with these stones afore-
said amongst rocks and craighs, without the helpe of sonn, moone, or
starrs, &ec.

Many men are of sondry opinions. Some say that gold and silver
cannot engender with any other stones or mencralls, without the helpe
of the sonn by day, and the moone and starres by night. Neither is
it to be found in any place under the influence of the heavens, but in
hot countries, as is the East and West Indies, &c. which I canuot al-
lowe of, neither will I beleeve that to be trew ; for that of Scotland is
probabilety sufficient, and the works of Keswicke in Cumberland,
within the kingdome of England, is a manifest proofe to the contrary,
which is alsoe a cold countrey ; nay, in High Germany, where it is

_cold, is found both silver, copper, and tynn. And the Brunswicks
confessed, (when they were in Scotland,) that under the Duke of
Bronswicke there was both gold, silver, copper, and tynn ; but it lay
very dcepe in the ground, some of it threcscore fathoms deepe; and
" that they seldom found any lead ewer there, but all such lead cwer
came from England and other nations unto them, to reduce it, &e.
And in Ireland, from Cloomyne, ncere to Washford, was a silver
mine, which from thence came by the sea in shipping unto Comburtyn
in Dcvonsheire, amongst much lead ewer, which was rich in silver.
I knowe it to be trew, for I had the doing of it all, &e. From Cataia
I have secne naturall gold and silver brought unto London ; but when
the late Queene Elizabcth (of famous memory) sent forth a shipp thi-
ther to be laden therc withall, and from thence to be brought to the
Tower of London, then onc Captaine Furbisher, a famous gent, was
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chosen for that voyage ; he spared for no costs ; he had men of all arts
and seienees with him ; yet when he eame into that cold countrey of
Cataia, he went himselfe, and sent sondry times sondry artsmen unto
the mountaine, but they found not the like gold as before was brought
into England by others ; but they light of a vaine or bedd of menerall
stones, like unto the blacke saxxer stone which is found in Seotland,
with another bright blacke stone, as hard as the blacke flinte stone,
tarnisht, or, as the blacke saxxere stone, reddish, which is in Scot-
land, and engendreth with gold, and it had no gold in it then. And
Captaine Furbisher caused trialls to be made thereof, and both gold
and silver was reduced out of the said black stones, being thereby the
assaymer. And then he caused the workemen to digg deeper into the
earth ; and att twelve fathom deepe, the said stones were turned to be
glittering stones, like unto gold or copper. At which time a discord
fell out betweene the artists and workemen, and on both sides there
was blood shed ; three of either side were slaine. In the end, Captaine
Furbisher ended the quarrell, and made a peace amongst the rest ; and
from that time, untill they had fraighted theire shipps, that ewer,
whieh was bright, and speckled with redd freckles, &e. like unto gold
and silver, or unto copper, keese, &e. from it God tooke his bless-
ing; so, as they never after could finde either gold, silver, copper, tynn,
lead, or iron, or any othg¢r quallity in the same stones, in which before
was found gold and silver togeather. And so the good Captaine ad-
judged it to the simplenes of the assaymer, and that his skill failed
him, or that things requisite was wanting to try the same stones there
exaetly ; and therefore they all, with one eonsent, agreed and laded
the shipps with those bright stones, and brought’ them away to Lon-
don. The report whereof blazed abroad such a fame, that great riches
was brought by Captaine Furbisher from Cataia, worth a million of
monies. But all that voyage was quickly dasht, and made like to
fier that’s quencht with water ; for neither the assaymer of the Tower,
[
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nor of Goldsmithe’s Hall; ncither any goldsmith nor refiner within
all London, could find any thinge afterwards in the same stones ; and
many hundred assayes were made thereof; and it was credibly re-
ported that voyage cost Queenc Elizabeth twenty-two thousand pounds
sterling.

And the like unto this of Cataia, hecame of the redd mettle, which
was called bell-mettle inScotland, which was both plentifull and rich a
long time togeather ; and uppon a soddaine God tooke away his bless-
ing away from it, and then neither Englishman, Scettishman, Ger-
maine, nor Gentile, could reduce any silver out of it, countervalliable
to the charge thereof ; of which mishapp I shall write more at large
in his place, when I come unto it hereafter.

Now to returne againe unto my Scots voyage againe. I happened
on a booke of records, at Craiford John in Scotland, wherein was
registred that by the labour of many poore inhabitants there, who
lately were imployed there at worke by Mr Cornelius, a lapidary in
London. This Cornelius was sent thither to diseover the golden bedd
or vaine, at the charge of eertaine marechants in London, whe pro-
cured unto him Queen Elizabetl’s signett nnto the King’s Majesty,
that now is King of England, &c. then only of Seotland. At sight
whereof it scemed that he was forthwithall admitted to proceed with
his Majesties favour, and consent of the honourable counsell of Seot-
Jand, &c. And then Cornelins went to viewe the said mountaines
in Clidesdale and Nydesdale ; uppon which mountaines lie gott a small
taste of small gold. This was a whett stone to sharpen bis knife uppon ;
and this naturall gold tasted so sweete as the honny, or honny ecombe,
in his mouth. And then he consulted with his freinds at Edenborough ;
and by his perswasions provoked them to adventure with him, shewing
them first the naturallgold, which he called the temptable gold, or allur-
ing gold. It was in sternes, and some like unto birds’ eyes and eggs :
he eompared it unto a woman’s eye, which intiseth hir joyes into hir bo-
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some. And Cornelius so earnestly perswaded his late frequented
freinds in Scotland, that he possessed them to adventure also with
him ; and I remember in one place of that booke, he saith, (vizt) If
there were such an evident token, or such an apparent shew of naturall
gold as this whieh then he shewed them, within any parte of the
country where he was horne, (being a Germaine borne,) then the
whole country would confederate, and not rest till young and old,
(that were able,) be sett to worke thereatt, and to discover this trea-
sur house from whence this gold discended ; and the people, from ten
yeares old, unto ten times ten yeares old, should worke thereat; no
charges whatsoever should be spared, till mountaines and mosses were
turned into vallies and dales, but this treasur house should be disco-
vered.

And whereas now the country of Scotland and England both are
oppressed with poore people, which begg from dore to dore, for want
of imployment, and no man looketh into it; and idle men and soul-
diers, &e. for want of imployment, are some forced to robb, some to
steale, and so come to an untimely end, whereas by labour others gett
bread, rayment, &c. And that some should digg or delve, some picke
or hack, some wash and scower, untill hills and mountaines were
turned into dales; and some to turne brookes, rivers, and cloughes,
from theire conrses, and so to run over mountaines, &ec. ; but that they
would knowe from whence sneh a president as this is, being naturall
gold, doth come from, (parte whereof is gotten by me,) &e.

Uppon whose instigation his Seotts freinds hearkned unto him,
aud yeilded unto Cornelius, &ec.; where nppon five other partners
besides himselfe agreed togeather. A new graunt was procured and
graunted unto these six copartners, of all the gold and silver mines
throughout the kingdome of Scotland ; and the said gold mines were
devided amongst them six partners as followeth, (vizt.)

The Earle of Moorton had ten partes.

Cornelius,
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Mr Robert Ballentine, (then seeretary,) had ten partes.

Abraham Peterson, a Dutchman, of Edenborough, had ten partes.

James Reade, a burgeous of Edenborough, had five partes.

And Cornelius reserved to himselfe and his London freinds whiel
adventured withhim, alsoe ten partes. Andtheyall consulted togeather,
perswading sondry of theire other freinds and kinsfolke, and theire
familics, to adventure each of them a proportion of monies, againe to
settuppon and discover the gold mines in Crayford moore, and other
moores there about. And so each man, according to his disbursments,
to have-his parte. And being all willing, eonsented togeather ; some
brought corne, some victuals, and some malt or meale, besides monies ;
and amongst them all, £5000 Seotts.

And then Cornelius was chosen to governe and direct both artists
and workemen about that busines. But he nor they never sought for
it in solidd places, but in combes and vallics, where a long time before
it had laid, being washed downe sinee the generall deluge. And
Cornelius had_the broad seale of Scotland, for it, and was called the
Superiour of his Majesties gold mines ; he had authority to punish of-
fenders. He had a commision to take up workemen in England by the
honourable counsellours of England’s consent to goe with him into
Scotland. And the noble Earle [of ] Morray (then Regent of Scotland)
did alsoe animate him, and secconded him; so that Cornelius grew
strong in men and vietuall, and good store of gold, &c. And Corne-
lius was obleiged, by force and virtue of his Scotts commission, to
bring in all such gold or silver as by any of them ‘should be gotten,
into his Majesties Mint-house at Edenborough, and there to be coyned,
uppon perrill of his Majesties displeasure. At which time, within
the space of thirty dayes, they cansed to be conveyed unto the King’s
Mint-house, half a steane weight of naturall gold, (viz%.) viij pound
weight, worth £450 starling ; and it is ealled troane weight; and a

Scotts steane weight is still xvi pound weight there.
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And the workemen gott gold sometimes alsoe by themselves at theire Cornelius.
owne charge, with the tolleration of the superiour ; and they sold the
same gold for a marke starling per ounce, called in Scotland viij pound
Secotts; and when they sold it at dearest, they had but xx_ star-
ling per ounce weight thereof. Cornelius had six score men at worke
in vallies and dales ; he imployed both ladds and lasses, idle men and
women, which before went a begging. He proffited by theire worke,
and they lived well and conteuted ; and he bought theire gold, which
they washed and scowred, for a little money, even for a marke star-
ling, which now is worth five marke starling per ounce. And about that
time, the Earle [of ] Morray being Regent disceased ; and then Corne-
lius was forced to renew his commission, and had his graunt from
the Earle [of ] Moorten, next Regent, who alsoe obleiged Cornelius to
bring all such naturall gold as he thereafter shonld gett into the Mint-
house at Edenborough, where it was afterwards coyned into iij pound
starling peeces, of an ounce weight cach peece. Much gold was then
bought from the poore workemen for twenty shillings the ounce
weight. *

John Gibson of Crayford towne yeft liveth ; he was a workeman A Scottsman.

then, and long before a washer or streamer for gold in sondry places.
He gott mnch gold in sternes, and feeling gold; he had both great
gold, like unto birds eyes, and birds eggs, which he sould then for
xx*, starling the ounce weight; and he is now, (if he be alive,) iiij
seore and xij yeares of age ; and he sweare for a truth that the great-
est gold that ever he gott was uppon Glangaber Water, within the
Forest of Atricke ; and he sold it then [for] vi®. viij starling the ounce
weight, unto the Earle [of] Morton.

And in the same booke, I rcad of onc Abraham Grey, who was a gpraham
Dutchman, before that time dwelling in London. He was alsoe regis- CGTeY-
tred therein, and his workes, that he digged at the gold mines. He
brought with him ecrtaine artsmen from England, and others ‘of his
owne countrymen, into Scotland, which were at London. Uppon a
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certaine intellegence, hearing so good a report of the gold of Scot-
land, he sold much of his owne goods, and therwith made a cer-
taine sum of money, and procured others his countrymen to adventure
with him; and he went with authority to supply the said gold mines
in Scotland, &c. And Abraham Grey hired many poore inhabitants
there, (as it is registred in that booke of record ;) and he gave the poore
men iiij. starling the day, and to find themselves therwith, which
contented them as well as xij% doth content the English workemen in
these dayes. He had plenty of victualls in his storehouse at Win-
locke-Head, which now is in decay. He was supplied with all sorts
of necessary tooles. The workemen washed and scowred in vallies
and combes. He never sought the mountaines or mosses upon high
hills for a solidd place, nor for a bedd or vaine thereof. And in these
vallies at Winlocke-Head he gott a good quantity of naturall gold.
He paid all his workemen weekly ; and he lent to diverse men, before-
hand, money, as it is written in that parchment booke, saying,
With this naturall gold gotten in the Grey-beard’s time (for so was
he called, beeause of his great long beard, which he could have bound
ahout his midle,) was made a very faire deepe bason, of the same na-
turall gold, without any addition of any other gold, att Edenborough,
in Cannegate Streete; it was made by a Scottsman ; it conteyned by
estimation within the brymes thereof, an English gallon of liquor.
The same bason was of elcene, neete, naturall gold ; it selfe was then
filled upp to the bryme with coyned peeces of gold, called unicornes,
which bason and peeces both were presented unto the French Kinge
by the said Regent, the Earle of Moreton, who signified (upon his ho-
nour) unto the King, (saying,) ¢ My Lord, hehold this bason and all
that therein is: it is natural gold, gotten within this kingdom of Scot-
land, by a Dutchman, named Abraham Grey.” And Abraham Grey
was standing by, and affirmed it uppon a sollemne oath. But he said
unto the said Kinge, that he thought it didengender and increase within
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the earth, and that he observed it so to doe by the influence of the
heavens. And he said that it encreased, and grew more and more, but
neither by the power of the sonn, moone, nor starres, but by the omni-
potent power of God, as he thought. And then the Earle [of ] Moreton
stood up, saying, I alsoe beleeve that it engenders within the earth,
but only of these ij elements, (vizt.) the water and the earth; and
that it is and was made perfitt malliable gold from the beginning by
God, the creatour thereof. But it was net, nor is not, pure fine gold,
without any allay, as was Opheire gold; but,” said he, ¢ I am cer-
taine, that all this gold, (vizt.) the cup and all the peeces therein, are
of naturall Scotts gold, without any other compound or addition.”

And my opinion is, and shall so still continew, (viz") Isay the instance Atkinson.
whereof Iam perswaded neither kinge, prince, superiour, nor governour,
within Christendome, can produce cither better natural gold, nor thelike
to this I my selfe brought of late unto his Majesty out of Scotland. And
albeit many of my owne countrey men in England cannot thereby
he perswaded, neither this to be trew which before I have related, nor
it to be trew that any such gold hath bin brought by me, gotten within
the kingdome of Scotland. But such men are altogeather earried away
with the argument of theire owne opinions or coneeits, saying, alsoe,
it is not possibly gold to engender in so cold a clymate, &ec. for it is
against all humane reason that it should doe soe, without the heate of
the sonne, or moone, and starrs, &e.

And some others are not ashamed to say that this Atkinsen can make Philosophers
gold and silver, &e. ealling him sometimes a philosopher, and to have e
the philosopher’s stone, and somean aleumister, saying, he can turne any
sorts of mettle into gold and silver. Thus, with the scoffes and sundry
rediculous meanes, they feede theire owne humors, but if it were so,
then needed I not to live so poorly as I doe; and such speches were able
to move a patient Job, and I still rest contented, &ec. Whereas, if they
weare not as Didimus, then would they judge eharitably, least they
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themsclves be judged ; and they would beleeve that to be trew, which
experience finds to be most trew, I meanc the gold which is already
brought from Scotland to be trewly gotten there, and mnot att the
West Indics, as some have said it to be. And I eonfesse my promisce
was to retourne into Scotland when his Majesty was upon his pro-
gresse thither ; but it was not kept, for want of meney and provis-
sion, which other adventurers promissed to performe, and did not, but
fell quite away from me, alleadging I was a poore man of small vali-
dity, and said, that if I should wynn any great matter, or discover
any riches in that country, then Ishould never long enjoy it, nor any
of them ever be the better for it, but only the King’s Majesty, for such
a busines alwayes belongs to kings, or princes, or superiours, being
owners of the lands, &e. and, sayes the Scottsmen, foresees all, &e.
A president the like unto it I seldom have redd. And I read in
another old printed booke, a most strange president, which I observed
and quoted it in my notary, (viz'.) if philesophers ean divine and pro-
phesic, as often it so falls out to be trew, then this may be trew, (vizt.)
Mr Monypenny, a learned Scottsman, in his Abridgement of the
Scotts Chroniele, (to witt,) in English breifly, in Lattin lardgely, he
saith, &c. One of the King’s Majestic’s progenitors, Kings of Scotland,
being King Josina, he raigned one hundred and threcseore yeares before
Christ Jesus our Saviour was berne, which is now by computation of
years 1619, for from the creation of the worlde untill Christ, is 3970
yeares. This Kinge Josina was told by twe philesephers, that landed
att Rosse, within the kingdome of Scotland, by shipwracke, travailing
from Portugall to Athens, by most extreme weather, and in great dis-
tresse, (expecting every minute of the hower for present death, hav-
ing lost theire shipp, and others the passengers, and all the mariners,)
they were driven into Scotland the cleere contrary way, and were
preserved by the mighty hand of Ged theire Creator, and were saved |
by meanes of onc long beard, whereon onc satt att the one end, and the



25

other att the other end thereof. These two Philosophers were brought
unto Josina, and he demanded What they thought of the climate of
Scotland. They answeared, It is more inclined to meneralls and me-
nerall stones, as gold and silver, and other stones of wonderful pro-
perties, under the earth, and within the waters under the rockes and
craggs, then it is above the earth. And superiours, governours, and
other rulers, standing by, next unto King Josina, replied againe, say-
ing, How knowe ye that? And they two said, Our reason is, that we
find it so to be by the influence of the heavens; and therefore, wee
both advise and counsell thee, most mighty Prinee, and all thy people,
to worshipp the Lord God, the first former of the whole worlde, and
not the god of Egiptians, Isis and Apis. And afterwards, Josina called
another convocation, commanding all superiours, governours, and ru-
lers within that kingdome to make theire appearance. the 16th of the
next moneth, which was in Aprill as it is sett downe, at which time
they met altogeather and consulted. And the two Philosophers were
alsoe called to repeate theire former sayings, which were observed and
followed, and embraced still. And from thenceforth, as it is written,
God ever blessed the countrey of Scotland, and the people thereof'; for
the whole people then presently praised God the Father, with sighing,
and penctent soules, in the kirke, &e. fasted, &e.

Next, the Philosophers were so sore oppressed with a multitude of
people, that they both said unto the multitude of people, which stood
by gazing on them, and provoked them still, asking the two Philo-
sophers (vizt.) How shall we heleeve this to be trew, which is before
said unto the Kinge Josina? and when shall it be knowne, that the
kingdome of Scotland is richer under the ground then above ground?

And then againe the twoPhilosophersansweared, saying, Behold time
is, and time hath bin, but time shall be, that a King must be borne, ha-
ving a privy signe, marke, or token, upon his body, the like unto none
shall have; and he shall raigne, rule and governe in much peace, and
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be supreame head of the kirke, and a prince of moe kingdomes then
is Seotland. In his flourishing time he shall travel for his delight to
see hiis kingdomes in much peace and tranquillity ; he shall be highly
estcemed amongst all the princes in Christendome;he shall be exceeding
rich above all other princes; and, in time of his progresse, strange signes
and tokens shall befalle within all Christendome; for ever after that
tobe remembered: And untill this time approche, there shall be no great
light of the Discovery of the gold Mines or wonderous workes which
God bath created, even in the beginning of the worlde, within the king-
dom of Seotland.

And then the two Philosophers ended, saying unto the people, This
is, this hath bin, this willbe most hard and harsh for you to understand,
which your posterity shali find to be most trew hereafter, &e.; and
therefore praise the Lord God, Creator of heaven and earth, who will
bring these things to passe at his pleasure.

Thus mueh I have presumed to write hereof, and to signifie what I
saw, what I redd, and observed, in that booke : I take God to witnes
not that I wish any offence to be taken, as in instrueting my superiours,
governours, and rulers, &c. Bee such presumption therefore farr from
me : Butif any man demand and say, What moves thee then to use the
office of superiours or governours, and to end with subjeets and ser-
vants, concerning their diligence and labor therein? I suppose the geie-
rall time is neere, (which ever since King Josina his raigne was or hath
bin expected,) and the same annoynted King doth shine, and shew the
markes that were predestinated of his Majesty by the two Philoso-
phers. ‘

And what else or other argument hath thou, sayeth another to e,
to feede thy imagination withall, and so be counted a flatterer or di-
sembler of others?—I answeare, Reade the booke of God (viz'.) the
Bible, which teacheth Israell, saying, Whosoever doth bend his minde
to these two principalls things ; to prayer and imitation, he shall at-
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taine unto felieity ; yea, even to that unspeakeable riches which God
hath hidden in the bowells of the earth, called God’s tresur house;
whiell T suppose was foreshewen by the two Pililosopllers unto King
Josina,—and these are the meneralls and menerall stons whieh is
expected to he diseovered within the kingdome of Seotland, (I au-
sweare.) And furthermore, a man in his prayer unto God, may begg
for that which is most requisite for a kinge, &e. (vizt.) faithfull and
obedient subjects, plenty of all requisite riches, for him and them, and
that the gold and silver Mines may bhe sett open to the terrifiing of all
God’s enemies, &e.

And they answeare, Tush, all this is nothing; then shewed them ex-
samples, &e. (vizt.)

I read that Kinge Solloman was beloved of all his subjeets, the first
chapter of Chronicles. He was renowned throughout all the worlde,
(vizt.) by prayer. And he always endeavored to be such an one as an-
other was before him, I meane a religious prince as Kinge David, who
was God’s deare darling, in his wel-doinge. Out of these godly workes
many notable exsamples are to be followed; and may be compared unto
pearles, and diamonds, or to rich meneralls or menerall stones, as the
sapper, the callamineere, the saxeere, and the sallineere stones, amongst
which the naturall gold in Scotland doth dwell, and ingender as I cre-

Solloman.

dibly believe. And then they said, I was madd. And therefore the full

somme or contents of this Booke shall be that any other may hereby
see or behold, both what duty cach man owes te God, in searching for
the same gold or silver, and what the subject owes to man, of what
calling or eondition soever, in seeking it out of the earth, &e. And the
causes of the dedication of this Booke shall be three, all which of them-
selves are both varie and singular, and to be eompared unto rich
jewells; and therefore, must require the patronage of some specialls per-
sons; I meane the King’s Majesty, or the Prince himselfe, or some spe-
eiall superiour and governour within this dominioun of England.
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* And First thercfore, forasmuch as beth godly and learned have suf-
ficiently spoke of the famous works of these two Kings—David the pro-
phett, and Solloman the wise, although it was not on the manner as
this is, (vizt.) Secondly, of theire deeds and do