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w 
elcome to the brand new Windows: The 
Official Magazine, a brand new title that 
celebrates the fantastic breadth of Windows 
technology and reveals new ways you can 
use it to get more from your real-life 
passions and interests. 

The release of Windows 8 will change 
the way we think about our devices forever. It blurs the lines 
between PC and mobile and ensures a seamless experience for 
the first time. What's more, it's changed the devices themselves, 
and this inaugural issue is packed with genuinely unique tablets, 
laptops and hybrids, which are unlike anything we've seen before. 

Windows Magazine isn't just about the best devices, it's about 
using them to get more from your passions. Whether it's 
photography, music, movies or shopping, we will show you how 
to enjoy them even more, with select apps from the all-new 
Windows Store and the superb innovations on offer. It's an 
exciting journey and we're glad to have you along for the ride. 

Adam lfans 
Editor-in-Chief 

• FROM THE EDITOR 
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TECH LIFE 

Perfect tech for 
globetrotting 

Discover the ultimate Windows devices, 
gadgets and apps to take on your travels, 
home or abroad 

ou may be trekking 
through ra inforests, 
exploring ancient 
civilisations or just 
off to Blackpool for 
a week. Wherever 
you 're headed, 

you'll be lost without the right kit. 
You 'll need proper connectivity, 
amazing computing power and 
something that isn't going to let you 
down at the crucial moment. You 'll also 
need your kit to be lightweight. We 
think we've found three devices ~ 
that each tick all of those boxes. ~ 



SAM SUNG 
SERIES 9 

ULTRABOOK 
£1,199 

Samsung Series 9 900X3B 
It's not unreasonable to suggest that 
the Ultrabook has been the most 
significant computing development 
for world travellers. Five years ago, if 
you tried to drag a laptop around in 
your carry-on bag, you'd end up with 
a hefty osteopath bill. Yes, netbooks 
did a good job of reducing bag 
weight, but with a significant power 
and resolution sacrifice. Ultrabooks 
are revolutionary. They're powerful, 
sturdy, slim and light. And Samsung's 
Series 9, which features a 13.3-inch 
screen and weighs less than 31b, is a 
perfect pick for travel. 

Before we examine its many 
superlative qualities, consider that the 
Series 9 isn't cheap. Hunt around and if 
you're very lucky you should be able to 
pick one up for around £1,000, which is 
no small amount, especially if you're 
planning an expensive trip. However, 
when it comes to buying a perfect 

travel companion, the Series 9 has 
plenty to offer in return. 

Inside, there's everything you 
need for full-strength computing on 
the road. There's a lot of memory at 
4GB, a low-voltage processor that 
means you'll get extra battery life, a 
huge solid state hard disk- which 
means it'll boot fast and is robust to 
knocks- and even a set of USB 3.0 
ports for lightening fast interaction 
with external drives. 

An integrated high-definition 
webcam means free video calling 
from hotel rooms is perfectly possible 
and there's a memory card reader 
within, so it 's perfect for scrolling 
through the photos of the day. 
While the resolution of the screen 
isn't quite as mind blowing as some of 
its competitors, it 's perfectly decent. 
The Intel graphics engine isn't exactly 
superb, so you probably won't be 

playing too many high-end games, 
but it does at least have a display 
with SuperBright technology and an 
effective anti-reflective coating. You 
can use it in the sun with confidence. 

Acer leonia WSlO 
We're entering a new era of Windows 
devices and it 's one where tablets rule 
the roost. Windows tablets not only 
rival the other tablets on the market, 
but blow the competition out of the 
water in terms of power, portability 
and connectivity. 

The Acer leonia W510 is a super­
svelte tablet that measures just 8.8mm 
thick and weighs a mere 600g. That 's 
SOg lighter than the iPad 3. What 's 
more, unlike the iPad it's running an 
Intel processor, meaning it will run the 
latest Windows 8 apps as well as older 
applications like Photoshop without 
any hassle. Elsewhere there's 4GB of 



RAM and 32GB of memory, which is 
expandable with a MicroSD card, 
giving the WSlO nearly 100GB of 
storage. But aside from these power 
boasts, what makes the leonia such a 
great travel companion? Windows 
tablets offer much better connectivity 
than their rivals, so let's imagine a 
couple of scenarios. 

After a day out taking pictures at 
the latest sights, you can back up your 
photos to the leonia WSlO using the 
USB and card slot. You won't find these 
on many rival tablets and means that 
you can store them safely, and even 
edit, share and enjoy them on a proper 
screen. Then, when you're back in your 
hotel and fancy watching a movie, the 
HDMI cable can be connected to a TV 
or display for family enjoyment, or if 
you're sitting back and watching a TV 
in bed, you can take advantage of the 
Dolby-powered built-in speakers. 

Battery life, based on these specs, 
should be absolutely phenomenal, so 
the leonia WSlO won't let you down. 
What's more, the sub-£500 price for 
the 32GB model makes it one of the 
smartest buys on the market, especially 
compared to some RT tablets. 

Nokia Lumia 920 
When you 're in a strange city, be it 
backpacking around Bangkok or 
enduring a business trip to Slough, 
traversing foreign surroundings can be 
challenging. In this digital age our 
smartphones have become personal 
assistants, helping shepherd us to our 
destinations with built-in maps to find 
essential sustenance in the form of 
good coffee and ATMs. In this age, we 
simply couldn't survive without them. 

The Nokia Lumia 920 is the greatest 
assistant you could hope for, ~ 
offering the lonesome traveller ~ 

LIVE 





NOKIA 
LUMIA 920 
£CONTRACT 

more helpful tips than a personal 
guided tour. It starts by packing 
excellent mapping and Nokia Maps is 
one of the best digital services around, 
offering turn-by-turn directions and 
truly gargantuan local business listings. 
The Lumia 920 takes this a step further 
with Nokia City View. This uses 
augmented reality to scan what's 
around you, displaying the plethora of 
city secrets onto your phone's display, 
on top of a live image from the built-in 
camera. City View helps you find 
anything from that coffee shop around 
the corner for a well-earned rest, to the 
closest ATM. 

It's not just the software that helps 
you navigate strange lands safely. The 
Lumia 920 is packed with hardware 
that makes your travels even more 
memorable. The PureView technology 
in the 8-megapixel camera is designed 
to reduce shake and blur in your 
photos, so you can snap your friends 
and family in front of landmarks, 
and when you upload them to 
Facebook, they'll be clearer than other 
smartphones. The Carl Zeiss lens also 
helps get great results, meaning you 
can leave your compact camera at the 
hotel and free yourself from 
unnecessary luggage. 

The final triumph is the AM OLEO 
display, which helps your screen to stay 
visible in direct sunlight. Brits will be 
surprised to learn that in some 
countries, the sun can be so bright 
that it makes reading text on your 
smartphone impossible. That's not a 
problem with the Lumia 920, and the 
screen punches out with such vibrancy 
that it's always legible. • 

LIVE 



BUCKET LIST 

Run a marathon 
Tech to help you reach your goals 

marathon takes 
serious preparation. 
Thankfully there's 
plenty of tech to 
help you prepare 
for the 26.2 miles. 
A GPS watch will 

help keep your training on track, but 
there are free apps that let you do 
the same thing with your Windows 
smartphone. You can also use wireless 
headphones to make sure you don't 
get all tied up. Elsewhere, modern 
bathroom scales can track fat loss and 
send the data straight to your PC. • 
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Meet the new Windows. 
Windows 8 is all about a faster and more personal experience the 

way you want it across your PCs and tablets. You can stay connected, 
be entertained, and be introduced to amazing new apps. 

Windows8 
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BE THE BEST 

Maximise your potential this 
academic year with our 
round up of tech and gadgets 

This Kit includes a travel-friendly 
padded sleeve to protect your 

treasured laptop as you go. plus a 
three-button wireless mouse. 
US wwwmisco.co.uk 

you have a huge reading 
list of set texts for your course? 

With this. you might not need to lug 
them all around with you. 
au www.ptay.co.uk 

• • • • 
This all-ln-one printer combines 
some excellent features. 

Alongside the usual print, scan, 
photocopy and fax options. 
1115 www.amozon.co.uk 

The Echo Srnartpen 
the art of note-taking by 

recording everything you write 
-and everything you hear. 
1115 www.amozoo.co.uk 

Including a swish PowerPoint 
slideshow in a course 

presentation could provide a big 
boost to those crucial grades. 
11M www.amozon.co.uk 

. . : 
If you cany a lot of important 
work around, this external hard 

drive gives you an extra layer of 
security, should you ever need it. 
1154 www.amozon.co.uk 

I 
If you're going to be carrying 
a lot of work around with you, 

then you're going to want a USB stick 
that does all the carrying for you. 
U8 www.dabs.com 

. .. 
Tum your laptop into a fully 
featured desktop PC with this 

device by expanding the laptop's 
connectivity, with two USB 3.0 ports. 
1117 www.amazon.co.uk 
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Home networking 
made easy. 

I Stable, reliable and robust! 
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* Showcase 

Sony's super 
slim siding 
tabet 

• 

Sony VAIO Duo 11 doubles 
as a compact laptop for 
portable computing 

he release of 
Windows 8 has 
heralded a host of 
new style devices, 
which are a breath 
of fresh air in a sea 
of similar-looking 

Android tablets. We're now seeing 
innovative devices to suit every need, 
and this strange looking Sony offers 
more than meets the eye. 

The price tag of £999 will astound 
many people browsing the stores this 
autumn, and with most tablets 
entering at a relatively modest £400, 
the Sony device is a serious outlay. 
However, this is no ordinary tablet. 
The Sony VAIO Duo 11 is aimed at 
those who want an entertainment and 
business tablet, which packs Ultrabook 
power and usability. 

Two ways to work 
When in tablet mode the Sony Duo 11 
is an 11.6-inch touchscreen device with 
a fuii-HD 1080p IPS panel. However, 
unlike normal tablets, the screen slides 
back on a hinge to reveal a full 
QWERTY keyboard. Unlike other 
hybrids, such as the Samsung 
ATIVsmart PC (previewed on page 35), 
which detach, the Sony Vaio Duo 11 

stays connected by its large hinge. 
It's a slightly dated design, and one 
that's rarely seen, which makes it an 
interesting choice for Sony's flagship 
Windows 8 product. It makes for a 
more cramped keyboard and a bulkier 
tablet, but it does mean substantial 
gains in terms of performance. 

Under the hood is an Intel Core iS 
processor of the same low power 
variety found in Ultrabooks. That 
means you have the power of a leading 
laptop in the body of a tablet. 
This means that advanced photo and 



video editing are more than within its 
capabilities, and you can multitask 
apps to your heart's content. Windows 
8 positively sings, and you can swiftly 
navigate around the operating system 
using swipe gestures that never leave 
you waiting. 

Is bigger better? 
Unfortunately, all that power comes at 
a hefty price point, and the Sony's pay 
off is an equally noticeable bulk and 
weight. The super-svelte iPad or 
Samsung ATIVsmart RT it is not, and 
the whole body weighs a significant 
1.3kg, the same as a modern 
ultraportable laptop. 

To make it easier to hold and use 
away from a flat surface Sony has 
tapered the edges, which does make a 
difference, although the edges are 
sharp, and we still feel this is destined 
to be used at a desk or on the sofa. 

Of course, the added bulk makes 
way for added storage space, and 
while a £400 tablet may come with 
16GB of built-in storage, and in the 
case of the iPad no room for 
expansion, the Sony is a completely 
different beast. There's a 120GB SSD 
drive as standard as well as an SD card 
slot, which can offer up to 64GB more. 

• DESIRE 

On top of this you 'll find two USB.30 
slots, which can be used for portable 
hard drives that could offer 10 times 
the capacity, and at lightning-quick 
transfer speeds, too. 

While on the subject of connectivity, 
there's also an Ethernet, HOM I and 
VGA port too, which gives it the edge 
over many ultraportable laptops, 
such as the Samsung Series 9 and the 
MacBook Air. 

The extra power doesn't do the 
battery life any favours, and the Duo 
11 gave out after 150 minutes (2112 
hours) of HD video playback. That's 
less than most laptops and quite a long 
way behind mainstream tablets, which 
is a black mark against the Sony's 
portable credentials. 

While it may lack the portability and 
sleekness of its rivals, it's not just power 
that makes the Sony a great 
proposition for those that need ~ 
portable power. Unlike many '(?) 

The Sony packs 
in a full HD, 1080p 
panel, which looks 
simply glorious 
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laptops the Sony Vaio Duo 11 packs in 
a full HD 1080p panel, which looks 
simply glorious. Not only is Windows 
8's new interface sumptuously 
represented, but also apps, games and 
movies too. 

Stutter-free screenings 
The screen is an IPS panel with a touch 
coating that allows for generous 
viewing angles, should you have 
people congregating round your 
screen. The only downside was that it's 
extremely reflective and like all tablets, 
a magnet for fingerprints. This 
combination meant we were regularly 
reaching for a cleaning cloth in order 
to see the videos we were watching. 

As you might expect from all of the 
power on-board, HD video played 
seamlessly without stuttering . Unlike 
the iPad and Android tablets, using 
Windows means it plays nicely with 
every kind of file format, meaning you 
can watch movies in any manner you 
please, and you also get a valuable 
extra inch of real estate to play with. 

If you are sitting back to enjoy a 
movie, however, you'll need to invest in 
a decent pair of headphones. The built­
in speakers are woeful, with the sound 
barely able audible above the tinny din 
rather than filling the room with sound. 

Like many Windows tablets the Sony 
ships with its own stylus, which can be 
used to enter text freehand and be 
more creative with apps. In time we 
expect there to be more apps that 
support pen interaction, and we tried it 
extensively with OneNote MX on the 
Windows Store. The pen worked a 
charm, with a reassuring weight and 
two function buttons which enabled us 
to cut out elements and paste them 
into our notes. If you're serious about 
pen technology then the Samsung 
ATIVsmart PC with its excellent S-Pen 
technology is a better choice overall, 
but the Sony is a close and more 
powerful second place. 

The Sony VAIO Duo 11 is a fine 
example of the radical and new types 
of hardware that are being designed 
with Windows 8. If you're looking for a 
single device that's as portable as a 
tablet and as powerful as a PC, you 
should look no further. • 

II 
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This al-in-one 
touch PC is the 
thinnest ever 

II 

The Lenovo ldeaCentre A720 
is great for families, movie fans 
and creatives alike 

hould evidence still 
be needed to show 
the PC has moved 
beyond the 
traditional grey or 
black box, this is it. 
The stylish Lenovo 

ldeaCentre A720 is the thinnest 
all-in-one touchscreen PC and it's 
ready for Windows 8. 

It's no matter of style over substance 
either. With Intel's top-end Core i7 
processor inside, it'll have more than 
enough poke to carry out everything 
from office work to video calling, 
movie watching, gaming and much, 
much more. However, you do pay for 
this performance with the A720's 
£1,400 hefty price tag. 

But, while many PCs still use cheaper 
materials, this feels like it's straight 
from the school of high-design. The 
whole base and monitor casing is 
made from aluminium, with a glass 
panel. Various controls such as volume 
and brightness are dotted around the 
screen on the edge of the glass ­
they're touch-sensitive rather than 
having buttons underneath. 

Disappointingly, the screen doesn't 
tilt back enough to go flat- unlike on 
several other ali-in-one PCs such as 

LENOVO 
IDEACENTRE 

A720 
£1,400 



Dell's new touch-enabled XPS 27- but 
it does tilt to a nice 45-degree angle, 
so it's ideal for many home uses. It has 
a 95-degree viewing angle, so you can 
certainly have several people around 
the screen without issue. 

The base of the computer is rather 
heavy, but then this isn 't designed to 
be a portable device and it makes 
manoeuvring the screen a whole lot 
easier- it would be poor if you needed 
to hold down the base every time you 
tilted the screen. Unlike some other 
ali-in-ones such as Apple's iMac, the PC 
is in the base rather than behind the 
screen itself. 

Blu-ray as standard 
Entertainment is the name of the game 
here. As well as a Blu-ray/DVD combo 
drive, the addition of two HDMI ports 
-both in and out- is welcome, so you 
can use the ldeaCentre as a display to 
connect up to a games console or a 
device such as Apple TV. There's also 
an integrated Freeview TV tuner, so 
you can plug in a TV antenna feed, 
while there's wired or wireless internet 
connectivity and a memory card slot 
for transferring your digital photos into 
Windows 8. The sound from the A720 
is beefy and doesn't disappoint thanks 

• DESIRE 

to the integrated Dolby Home Theatre­
powered speakers. 

In terms of storage, you get a huge 
lTB drive- more than enough for all 
the family's photos, games and other 
media. There are plenty of options for 
connecting up external devices, 
including Bluetooth and four USB 
ports, two of which are of the newer 
and faster USB 3.0 type. This is great, 
except the included keyboard and 
mouse need one for a receiver, while 
the included media remote control 
receiver also needs another. It would 
have been a lot better to have all these 
things built-in. The remote control is a 
nice addition and, while the buttons 
are a little plasticky, it's quite good for 
flicking through music or other media. 

The screen has a Full HD resolution, 
so you can play back Blu-ray discs at 
the resolution that was intended, as 
well as take advantage of the ~ 
great graphics in the very latest ~ 

You can use the 
ldeaCentre as a 
display to connect 
up to a console 

25 
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games. The display features something 
that Lenovo calls a Dynamic Brightness 
System- essentially providing 
protection for your eyes by 
automatically adjusting screen 
brightness based on the ambient light 
conditions. An alert will also tell you if 
you're too close to the screen­
something that can be a problem with 
large touchscreens. 

Sadly, the premium feel doesn 't 
quite extend to the keyboard and 
mouse. The keyboard is reasonable 
enough and is more comfortable to 
type on than its Apple equivalent, but 
the mouse is plasticky and not at all 
what you'd expect from a device of this 
undoubted quality. The good news is 
that, with Windows 8, the touch 
keyboard and other controls mean that 
for most tasks you won't need separate 
input devices and we think you 'll find 
yourself using the mouse less and less 
due to the inviting interface. 

As a home entertainment PC it's a 
real winner- especially if you want to 
combine your TV and PC into a single 
device. As a home touch PC for 
Windows 8 it's also exemplary and its 
competence with movies and media 
will be hard to surpass, if you can 
afford the high asking price. • 

COCKTAIL 
FLOW 
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The tab et for 
both work 
and pay 
The Asus Vivo Tab 
RT is a do-it -all 10.6-
inch Windows tablet 

uilt from the 
ground up for 
Windows RT, Asus 's 
new 8.3mm thick 
tablet is a do­
anything device for 
work, travel and 

play. It 's the Windows equivalent of 
Asus's Android tablet cousins, 
the Eee Pad Transformer series 
and like those tablets it uses the same 
ARM-based processors you'll find 
inside your smartphone. 

It joins a line-up of several new 
Windows RT tablets, including the 
Samsung ATIV Tab, Dell XPS 10 and 
Microsoft's own Surface tablet. Like 
Surface, the Vivo Tab is also available 
as a more expensive and more 
powerful Windows 8 tablet running on 
an Intel processor. 

While Asus would no doubt prefer 
that business users spent the extra 
money on the Asus Vivo Tab, as it sees 
the Vivo Tab RT as more home and 
entertainment-orientated- there's no 
reason why you can't also use this 
tablet for work email, word processing, 
presentations and spreadsheets. 

If you 're not familiar with Windows 
RT, it's a new version of the Windows 
family, along with Windows 8, that runs 
on ARM-based devices. This means 

you can't install old desktop apps, but 
you do get Microsoft Office 2013 apps 
supplied -Word, Excel and PowerPoint 
-and you can install more new apps 
from the Windows Store. 

Graphics power is at the heart of the 
Vivo Tab RT; the ARM -based processor 
it uses is manufactured by graphics 
experts Nvidia, and it's the same power 
we've seen in other tablets over the last 
year, including the Asus Transformer 
Prime and HTC One X. 

The Vivo Tab RT is a 10.6-inch tablet, 
making it slightly bigger than the 
9.7-inch iPad. The bigger screen is a 



boon for watching video, but it's 
mainly there because the Vivo Tab RT 
can be used in a laptop-style clamshell 
setup with a keyboard dock. 

Viva Ia dock 
The keyboard dock includes a USB port 
as well as an extra battery (you'll get 
nine hours of use out of the tablet 
itself). But if you want to connect a USB 
device directly to the Tab RT rather 
than via the dock, you'll need to use a 
proprietary adaptor that slots into one 
of the tablet's- again- proprietary 
ports. This is a shame, but we assume 
this is down to its slim profile. 

So what's the screen like? It boasts a 
1,366 x 768 Super IPS+ display and, 
while it's very bright and Windows 
looks pin-sharp, there's sadly no full 
HD display. We're hoping there's an 
understandable and price-orientated 
reason why it's not better. 

Video calling, recording and 
photography are all well catered for. 
There's an 8MP auto-focus rear camera 
with LED flash plus a 2MP snapper on 
the front. which means Skype calls will 
be clear and crisp and you'll be able to 
record full HD video without hassle. 

In use, Windows RT is responsive and 
quick and flicking through apps using 
the Windows gestures works very well. 

• DESIRE 

In terms of internal memory, there's 
2GB of RAM included in addition to a 
32GB flash storage drive. The latter 
also contributes to the impressive 
speed of the tablet. 

The thing we like the most about this 
device is the design; Asus is no stranger 
to producing great quality devices and 
it's produced another cracker here. 
The aluminium chassis is great to look 
at, while the front is a smart glossy 
black, covered in Corning Fit Glass. 
There's the now-standard Start button 
in the centre of the bezel and the 
excellent design aesthetic even extends 
to the ultra-compact power adaptor. 

The Asus Vivo Tab RT offers a super 
Windows 8 experience in a lightweight 
package. However, it hasn't matched 
its main rivals for price. That's a real 
shame and may put some buyer's off, 
but overall, the benefits of the As us 
Vivo Tab RT do justify the substantial 
extra outlay. • 

VERDICT 

A super Windows 
experience but 

simply costs 
too much 
**** <'I 
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Bendy laptop 
becomes big­
screen tab et 

II 

The Lenovo ldeaPad Yoga 
mixes the usability of a 
laptop with tablet swagger 

oga by name and 
by nature, the 
LenovoldeaPad 
Yoga is a 
revolutionary 
touchscreen laptop 
that doubles as a 

13-inch tablet, offering users the 
choice of the two styles of use. The 
Yoga moniker comes from the lid 's 
ability to bend backwards on itself, so 
that the traditional laptop design 
transforms to become a tablet, which 
makes it better suited to watching 
videos or using apps, while losing none 
of the standard laptop usability. 

Under the hood is a generous 
configuration that offers plenty of 
power. There's a low-voltage third­
generation Intel Core i7 processor 
clocked at 1.8GHz with 4GB of RAM, 
which wil l crunch through nearly any 
task. High-end HD video rendering is 
best suited to beefier machines, rather 
than a laptop that's designed for 
portability, but playback, picture 
editing and casual gaming is all well 
within its limitations. 

The Lenovo ldeaPad Yoga comes in 
two colours, an attractive orange or a 
muted and slightly corporate-looking 
grey. We much prefer the former, 
which will turn heads for its stylish 

design as well as its contortionist 
tendencies. The inside, however, is 
plain black, with a spacious keyboard, 
but it sorely misses backlighting for use 
in dim conditions. 

Touchscreen technology 
As the Yoga doubles as a tablet, 
the 13-inch touchscreen is especially 
important. Unfortunately, unlike 
other hybrids such as the Samsung 
ATIVsmart PC and the Asus Taichi, the 
screen isn't full1080p HD and Lenovo 
has plumped for a less high resolution 
1,600 x 900 display. In the grand 



scheme of laptops that 's still extremely 
high, but Windows 8 heralds a new 
generation of quality and we feel 
slightly let down. That 's not to say that 
the screen quality is poor, however. 
The IPS panel isn't as horribly reflective 
as many of its competitors, colours are 
deep and vibrant and movies look 
fantastic on it. 

Elsewhere, the Lenovo ldeaPad Yoga 
enjoys a 128GB SSD drive, which has 
plenty of room for your files, two USB 
ports, HOM I, and an SO card port. 
That's standard for many ultraportable 
laptops, but obvious omissions are an 
Ethernet socket and an optical drive. 

Lack of comfort 
As a laptop the Yoga performs well. 
Windows 8 is a joy to use with the 
touchscreen display- we actually 
turned off the trackpad and moved to 
using our fingers, which was genuinely 
liberating- but nowhere near as 
pleasurable as it is to flip the screen 
back and browse the web and iPiayer 
videos in tablet mode. At 1.4kg it's too 
heavy to walk about with and holding 
the flattened chassis was heavy. 
However, when sitting back on the sofa 
or on a long train journey, the ability to 
bend back the Yoga and stand it up on 
its haunches meant we could enjoy it 

• DESIRE 

all the more. There are a few bugbears 
with the Yoga, which make it short of 
perfect. There's a little flex in the 
plastic base of the keyboard, so the 
keys bounce slightly when typing. 

What 's more, when used in tablet 
mode, the keys sit exactly where your 
hands grip. The keyboard is disabled, 
thankfully, but you have no choice but 
to grasp it, mashing the keys as your 
fingers search for grip, which is 
annoying and feels disconcerting. As a 
result, we rarely held the Yoga as a flat 
tablet device. 

While it's not the perfect laptop, the 
range of movement and use offered by 
the Lenovo Idea Pad Yoga won us over. 
The more we embraced its range of 
movements the more the real-l ife 
benefits of a touchscreen display 
became apparent. If you're looking for 
a great Windows 8 laptop that offers 
something ext ra, the Yoga is well worth 
the cash. • 

VERDICT 

A great Ia ptop 
that charmed us 
with its range of 

movements 

***** 
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Is this the 
ultimate 
aptop? 

Asus throws everything 
behind the Zenbook 
Prime UX31A 

he market for 
thinner, faster and 
higher resolution 
Ultrabooks has 
caught fire and Asus 
is at the front of the 
crowd, vying for the 

Ultrabook crown. Its latest effort, the 
Zen book Prime UX31A follows the 
UX31E and arrives with a leather and 
fabric carry case, which hints at its 
premium credentials. 

The UX31A is a slick machine; all 
brushed aluminium curves that are the 
slickest that we've seen. It's like a 
Taiwanese Bentley and just as glam. 

In terms of style, you may feel the 
metal and glass combination may have 
overdone the premium look but it's 
one of the most eye-catching 
Ultrabooks currently on the market. 

Once open, the screen instantly 
impresses despite the chunky bezel. 
The 1080p IPS display is simply superb, 
easily beating rival Ultra books. A quick 
spin of the opening episode of Steven 
Spielberg 's The River in 1080p looks 
sharp and sound delivers plenty of 
bass punch. 

The 128GB solid-state drive won't 
hold vast amounts of high-def content, 
but it is fast enough to cope with 
games and large files, and at 1.9GHz, 

this Zenbook moves at speed, though 
there's just 4GB of RAM -surprisingly 
little for the price tag . 

Price rivals 
The main problem the 13-inch UX31A 
has is that there are similarly sized 
Ultra books available at the same price 
or even at a few hundred pounds less. 

The UX31A is no slouch in the 
performance stakes though and can 
handle games with great resolution 
and speed but there is a pay-off. That 
gorgeous trackpad simply isn't as 
responsive as those found one an HP 
machine. In connectivity terms, you'll 
find the UX31A has all you could want 
while keeping ports to a minimum­
two USB and an SD card input are the 
essentials. We've listed the pitfalls and 
price concerns but, really, if you're 
seeking a portable PC, the Zen book 
Prime UX31A still should be at the top 
of your shortlist. • 

VERDICT 

A brilliant 
Ultrabook for 
those seeking 

extra quality 

**** ····· 

• 



Join us on a unique and 
challenging cycle ride from 

Mount Kenya to Lake Victoria, 
crossing Kenya's imposing rift 

valley and the equator along the . 
way! Your support will put I 

computers in schools for the 1 

very first time! 
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PREVIEW 

A slim 
and stylisn 
hybrid tablet 
The Samsung ATIVsmart Tab is 
a lightweight tablet which is 
great for work and play 

amsung has 
emerged as a huge 
player in the mobile 
market in the last 
year, so it's no 
surprise that the 
Korean company is 

one of the first to release an Windows 
RT tablet. We got an advanced 
exclusive preview of the Samsung 
ATIVsmart Tab before our full review 
next month. 

Like the Asus Vivo Tab RT (page 30) 
the Samsung ATIVsmart Tab runs on a 
different type of technology that 
allows for longer battery life and 
portability, which is a first for Windows 
devices. The low-power technology 
means that the 10-inch ATIVsmart Tab 
is extremely lightweight, weighing in at 
around 600g. That puts it on par with 
the iPad in terms of size and weight, 
except it comes with a detachable 
keyboard, meaning it can double as a 
Windows laptop for work and email, as 
well as a media device for apps, games 
and video. 

The build quality isn't quite as sol id 
as Apple's ubiquitous tablet, especially 
with a plasticky back, but it sheds 
va luable grams and has much 
improved connectivity. There's a full 
USB port, so that removable storage, 

such as USB sticks and hard drives can 
be attached: HOM I for attaching to 
HDTVs and monitors, and MicroSD, 
which can double the built-in storage. 

On par power 
Elsewhere, there's a dual-core 
Snapdragon S4 l.SGHz processor, 2GB 
of RAM and a 32GB SSD drive. In terms 
of power, that puts this on par with any 
Android tablet, and with the diversity 
of the Windows platform, makes it an 
exciting prospect, even if the screen 
has a low resolution of just 1,366 x 768 
and the drop in quality shows. 

• DESIRE 

Windows RT can't run classic 
Windows apps, unless compatible 
versions are released via the Windows 
Store. However, Microsoft is pre­
loading all RT devices with a touch­
friendly version of Microsoft Office 
2013, which makes the ATIVsmart Tab 
great for work and play. 

Samsung's early RT tablet is exactly 
the kind of device we were hoping 
Windows 8 would introduce. The 
lightweight form factor and long 
battery life make it an attractive 
proposition and we're looking forward 
to reviewing it next month. • 

II 
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High-flying 
celebrity 
headphones 
Everyone from 50 Cent 
to Quincy Jones wants 
to lend their name to a 
pair of cans. We round 
up five of the best 

eadphones have 
got seriously cool in 
the last year, and if 
your cans aren't 
celebrity-endorsed 
then you've badly 
undermined your 

cool credentials. There are scores of 
headphones from big-name brands 
such as AKG or Scull Candy backed by 
some of the biggest rappers, singers 
and music producers in the world, but 
with varying degrees of success. We 
got our groove on with the biggest 
names in music. 

Skullcandy Mix 
Master Mike 
II These headphones sport the 

name of Beastie Boys OJ Mix 
Master Mike and feature DJ-style 
rotating earcups. They're comfy and 
have a mute button on the right 
earcup, as well as an input on each side 
so you can hook up to either one or 
attach a second pair of headphones. 
The sound quality is good, but suffers 
as you crank up the volume. 
£260 wwwjohnlewis.com 
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SMS Audio Street 
by 50 cent 
FJ The only wired cans in 50 Cent's 

Street range, the SMS Audios 
feature earcups that, while squidgy 
and comfy, are huge and fairly heavy. 
The large and bendy headband makes 
them feel rather loose and sound is 
leaked before it even reaches your 
ears. What does get through sounds 
good, but the low-end isn't as beefed 
up as the Beats. 
£200 www.playcom 

House of Marley 
Destiny TTR 
II These distinctive headphones are 

the flagship model from House 
of Marley, which prides itself on using 
sustainable materials. The TTRs are 
built from recyclable aluminium and 
stainless steel, but it makes them heavy. 
The audio performance is strong and 
the on-board noise-cancelling tech 
proves its worth. The cable is covered 
in woven fabric, so it stays tangle-free. 
£175 www.hmv.com 

AKG Quincy Jones 
Signature Line 0460 
II Bearing the name of legendary 

producer Quincy Jones, these 
on-ear headphones are much smaller 
and lighter than any of the others here. 
They look plasticky, but padding on 
the earcups and the underside of the 
thin headband makes them comfy to 
wear. Audio performance is excellent 
thanks to the closed-back design, 
which means little sound is lost. 
£130 wwwjahnlewis.com 

Beats by Dre Studio 
n The king of celeb headphones 
U has to be the Beats range from 
Dr Ore. The Studio cans feature 
noise isolation and are powered by 
a pair of AAA batteries. Available in a 
kaleidoscope of colours, the Beats will 
certainly get you noticed, although the 
shiny finish is a fingerprint magnet and 
the cable is annoyingly prone to 
tangles. The bass performance is 
second to none- fantastic for dance 
tracks or booming movie soundtracks. 
£280 www.hmv.com 
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undreds of the 
latest and most 
popular films are 
available for you to 
rent or buy right 
now from the Video 
app built into 

Windows 8. Every genre is catered for, 
whatever mood you're in. You don't 
have to walk to the shop, wait for it to 
be delivered, or even sit twiddling your 
thumbs while it downloads as you can 
stream many of the films straight to 
your device. 



Au • 0 ook 
fo ee rea de • 

Experience Audible yourself by starting your 14-Day FREE trial today! 

Go to audible.co.ukltech to sign up for a 14-Day free trial 
and get a FREE digital audiobook from a selection of over 50,000 titles. 

e.co.ukltec 
Your free trial is no-commitment, and your free audiobook is yours to keep, 

whether you decide to stay on to become an Audible member or not. 

Get yOU' 1llst 14 days of 011' one book a month plan for tee, and we'H give you a fllla aucllobock of your choice. 'ltlu wHI not be charged diXIng your flllEIIJial pelfod and IMll'l H you deddo to cmcej you can stlll 
keep your flee doMlload. Afteryour14 dayb1ei, your membership win mnew each month for just £7.99 per month so you can continue lo recEive oneaudlobook cmcr~ per month plus membets-onlydiscounls on 
all audio purohasas. No coomllman~ you can cancel your rnernbersl'llp at mytJme. tvry unused audlobook Cl1ldJis Wll be lost al c:ancellaiJon. ·one free tt1al per person- sony, H you'Ve had a fllla 111a1 tom Au<ible 
before. you 9t8 not eligible lor ttfs offer. Howwer, follow the link hn to Hnd out about Sl)llela dlscol.llted ~ offers on-sHa 
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Slas your TV, 
internet& 
phone bills! 
One quick call. 
Thousands of deals. 

Let us do the hard work! 
0 Call free and speak to our London based 

impartial experts. 

We review over 6,000 deals from the top UK 
providers to find the right one for you - with 
our Lowest Price Guarantee. 

0 Our experts do the hard work, answer your 
questions and even arrange your installation! 

We're proud to be the only service to be 
accredited by Ofcom for TV, broadband 

and home phone comparison 

0 
plusnet 

PRICE COMPARISON 

CALCULATOR 

0_~~~ 

Call us free and we'll do the hard work! 

BT •• Pr1mus TalkTalk 

08004 61053 
Monday-Friday 8am-8pm, Saturday 9am-5.30pm, Sunday 1 Oam·S.30pm 

techradarstores.co.uk/digitalsave 
Or text "DEAL" to 81400 and we'll call you 

slmpllfydigital~ 
•l<PJ. ofSmplifydigbl customers r.ufwd ~n ~wr;,ge w¥tno of HOI. Dlt• bued on 1,538 r•cOfds betWHn ht d J.n 2010 to 8th New 2010. "Out of 445 mnsult•ioru berween OIJOII2010•nd CBJOS/2010, 168 Sin..,lfydi~jjal customert wwd 
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Engage in 
competitive 
play with your 
friends online 

Scribble with a stylus 
or type with a 
keyboard - it doesn't 
matter. This is a 
quick and easy 
Post-it emulator. 

TOO MUCH TIME? 

• ENJOY 

Save time trying to 
remember what 
you're supposed to 
be doing, and create 
a superb online 
memoir with this 
clever visual diary 
app. You can even 
record past events 
for future posterity, 
with photos to boot. 

Play your 
trump card 
Solitaire Collection £FREE 

The biggest time-waster in Windows 
history is coming back in Windows 8 
with a fresh new twist. There's a 

range of customisable themes -like the 
rustic Western theme pictured to the left 
-and tons of card-slinging varieties (from 
standard Klondyke to FreeCell, Spider, 
Pyramid and TriPeaks). You"re also able to 
engage in competitive play with your 
friends online, or play daily challenges to 
keep you hooked. If you've got the taste 
for old school Windows games, make 
sure you hunt through the Store to check 
out the new generation of Minesweeper, 
too. Be warned, though: you'll never get 
any work done again. Even with the host 
of high-definition games now available 
on PC, it just goes to show the old ones 
are sti II the best. 

II 



ave you got a 
hankering for an 
addictive puzzle? If so 
then Critter Crunch is 
for you. Mixing frantic 
arcade action and 

vibrant visuals, this is a game that's 
proving hard to put down. You play as 
Biggs, a strange yet lovable Creature 
who uses his tongue to grab Critters 
from the vines above him and feed 
them to each other, until they burst 
and drop precious gems. If this all 
sounds a little crazy- and we admit 
we've played very few games that have 
you feeding your son for extra points 
by vomiting rainbows of sick into his 
giant mouth- that's because it is. 
It's also a lot of fun. 

Creature features 
Traditionally, we've found that puzzle 
games can look a bit drab and basic, 
but Critter Crunch suffers no such fate 

with some beautiful and quirky 
hand-animated graphics that look 
gorgeous in high definition. 

Whilst the game starts off with 
some simple gameplay and puzzles, 
the difficulty rises steadily to keep you 
hooked, while power-ups and special 
Critters keep the game evolving, 
forcing you to adapt your play style. 

An ever-descending line of enemies 
-in this case the Critters- is a familiar 
staple of arcade puzzle-games like this 
and the goal of each level is to fill 

Biggs's hunger meter with jewels 
before they reach the bottom. 

Devilishly fun 
As with the best arcade puzzle games, 
over time the initially simple mechanics 
of collecting, matching and then 
exploding Critters reveals itself to have 
more depth, and getting the right 
strategy is essential for clearing the 
levels. The sound effects, graphics and 
music all work well to make getting the 
highest score an addictive and 



~ 
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rewarding experience. Critter Crunch 
also offers a huge amount of value for 
its low asking price of just £4.99 from 
the Steam Store (steampowered.com), 
with tonnes of levels, challenge modes 
and co-op and versus online modes. 

The co-op mode requires you and 
another player to empty a giant grid, 
which is enjoyable if a little chaotic 
when your partner isn 't standing next 
to you and able to tell you their tactics. 

Out of the two online modes, versus 
is certainly more memorable. This time 
each player gets their own grid, 
displayed side-by-side, and access to a 
plethora of superb power-ups. Eat an 
anvil. for instance, and a giant one will 
fall on your opponent's head, while 
another power-up turns your enemy's 
screen into a wibbly, psychedelic 
dream with suitably trippy music. 

Along with the basic mode there 
are Challenges to solve, which can be 
quite tough if you 've not managed to 
tame the main game. These mostly 
involve performing a specific objective 
and can be devilish, such as clearing 30 
critters in two moves. 

Critter Crunch is a fantastically 
addictive puzzle game for a great 
price. If you're looking for a game you 
can pick up and play, which is also 
challenging, then download it today. • 

Create a Food 
Chain 
A column where the 
Critters line up in size 
order can set off a 
Food Chain that 
produces a special 
coin for bonus points. 

Power-ups 
Use special Critters 
wisely. The Bomber 
Critter, for instance, 
lets you feed it to 
any two Critters and 
it'll explode, popping 
all Critters around it. 

Baby Barf! 
My Little Pony fans 
look away now. 
When you Chain 
eight or more Critters 
together, you must 
feed Biggs' son by 
barfing in his mouth. 

• ENJOY 

Look out for Critters 
of the same size and 
colour sitting next to 
each other. Pop one 
to create a Chain. 
The bigger the Chain, 
the bigger the bonus. 



SPORTS FAN 'S DREAM 

Back of the net 
FIFA 13£30 

L ike clockwork, the major sports 
release this year has ticked around 
-the latest instalment in 

the venerable FIFA franchise. It's the 
most detailed, intricate footballing 
simulation out there. EA's stick-flicking 
control scheme means your players 
can pull off all kinds of cunning skill 
moves and FIFA 13 adds extra tricks 
such as a new low chip and a finesse 
pass to join the finesse shot introduced 
last year. There's also better artificial 
intelligence, an improved first-touch 
feature - which calculates a player's 
ability to receive a pass based on his 
skill, his position and the speed of the 
ball - an expanded career mode and 
some brilliant physical interaction 
between the players. Your opponents 
will feel every robust challenge and 
you'll feel every net-busting goal. 
www.amazon.co.uk 

Your players 
can pull off 
all kinds 



screen as 
various fruits 
fly by to slice 
them in two 
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OPINION 

Gary Marshall's 
mission is to be 
on time, and a lost 
phone can't stop him 

hether it's a grizzled 
cop and his rookie 
partner or a couple 
in a long-term 
relationship, whenever 
you put two people 

together they tend to settle into clearly 
defined roles. The older cop may do all 
the driving and the educating while 
the rookie buys the doughnuts, or the 
husband may sit in the car, looking at 
his watch and tutting while the wife 
faffs around inside the house. 

I hate being late, but I always am. 
My, "We must leave at half-past at the 

very latest," goes through some sort of 
translator that turns it into, "Let's make 
half-past something to aspire to, but 
hey, if we don't make it, it's no biggie! " 
When it 's time for us to leave right now, 
I'm standing at the front door and my 
wife has 20 more outfits to audition. 

I thought I'd escaped it today, but 
as we reach the car my wife tells me 
she's forgotten her phone. 

This is serious. My wife's phone is 
more like a life support system. It's her 
connection to the rest of the world, an 
oracle, an entertainer and an always­
on information delivery system for 
the weather forecast and the news. 
She'd no sooner go outside without it 
than she'd take a walk without bringing 
her legs. 

"I'll just be a minute," she lies. One 
minute becomes two minutes, two 
become five, and five become ten. By 
the time the car clock clicks quarter­
past, I've ran out of tuts and I'm 

• 

running out of patience. I go inside 
to find a house full of barking dogs, 
opened drawers, upturned cushions 
and very bad words. 

"I can't find it!" 
"Did you try ringing it?" 
"Of course I did. It's on silent." 
While my wife takes her search 

upstairs to add stamps, stomps and 
more swears to the soundtrack, I'm 
the eye of the storm, the calm at the 
centre, the man with a plan. 

I mooch over to the laptop and 
open Find My Phone, an oft-forgotten 
feature that lets you track a missing 
handset and command it to make a 
noise that you can follow. 

But the phone's on silent? Piffle. I 
have powerful magic on my side and 
with a single click this meaningless 
obstacle is overcome, and in a couple 
of seconds a blissful beacon of sound 
floats through the house. 

I follow the sound to the dog crate, 
to find it coming from underneath a 
confused-looking Labrador. 

Reunited at last, my wife, her phone 
and I head for the car. We're late, but 
then we always are. • 

Gary Marshall is a tech writer for Windows: 
The Official Magazine. On Twitter he goes 
by @garymarsha/1. 
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ou can do just 
about everything 

you'll ever need 
to do on a PC from 

Windows 8's Start 
screen, which replaces 

the Start menu. It's a 
touch-friendly screen that 

houses all your favourite 
programs, apps and 

websites, and presents them 
as Live Tiles that are alive with 

your information. You'll find 
built-in apps that let you do 

everything from watch a film to 
plan a holiday. In this guide we'll take 
you through all ofWindows 8's funky 
and innovative new features. 

Entertainment on demand 
The way we consume movies, TV and 
music has changed, and our PCs and 
tablets are now chiefly entertainment 
devices, like our TVs and radios once 
were. Rather than passively watching 
television channels and putting up 
with whatever happens to be on, we 
interact with our media, selecting TV 
programmes on demand, choosing 
videos to watch on YouTube, and 
updating Face book and Twitter -
often all at the same time. 

Windows 8 offers entertainment 
for the whole family, putting more on­
demand media at your fingertips than 
any satellite or cable service. Want to 
watch a movie? You can rent one 
online whenever you want. Feel like 
listening to some music? Fire up the 
Music app and stick on some tunes. 
You can even play some great games, 

and it's all easily accessible from 
Windows 8's Start screen. 

DVD and Blu-rays rentals are 
hugely popular, but can sometimes be 
impractical. Anyone who's hooked on 
a TV series will know that 'just one 
more episode' feeling, but if you have 
to wait for the discs to be delivered 
or the rental shop to open, you can 
soon become frustrated. Renting and 
buying TV shows and films online has 
taken off in a big way, and Windows 8 
provides the ideal platform for getting 
your hands on the latest releases. 

The Xbox Video store is built into 
Windows 8 and includes the ability 
to rent or buy films from a huge 
selection of titles. Once you've rented 
a movie, you're given a generous 14 
days to begin watching it and a 
further 24 hours to finish it. Of 
course, you can always buy the film or 
TV series, download it, and watch it 
again as many times as you want, as 
if it were part of your DVD collection. 
There's also an option to send it to 



your Xbox 360- if you have one­
using the Xbox Companion app. 

If you're having some friends over 
for a meal and need a soundtrack, or 
just want to kick back and listen to 
some music, Windows 8 can help. 
Like the Videos app, the Music app 
will scan your computer for music 
files and let you play them back at the 
click of a mouse. It also includes its 
own music store- called Xbox Music 
- so you can pick up some new tunes 
and refresh your collection. 

You can preview short clips of 
tracks before you buy, but perhaps the 
most impressive feature here is the 
Xbox Music Pass, which lets you 

listen to unlimited music for a set 
period of time. This is great if you're 
throwing a party and want to let your 
guests pick their favourite songs, or if 
you just want to check out some new 
bands and artists. 

For a more interactive experience, 
or if you simply need to keep the kids 
entertained for a while, you can pick 
up some great games via the Xbox 
Games tile. Here you'll find a wide 
range oftitles, from addictive 
Windows classics such as 
MinesweepeT and SolitaiTe, all the 
way up to big-budget shooters. 
Despite the name, you don't need an 
Xbox console to play the games. 

Any PC games you've already 
bought that support Games for 
Windows Live will show up here, 
including awesome titles like 
Batman: ATkham City and 
BulletstoTm. Things get even better 
if you own an Xbox 360, as you're 
able to browse and buy games on the 
marketplace for your console. You 

DISCOVER WINDOWS 8 

can also edit your Xbox Live avatar, 
update your profile and interact with 
friends on the service. 

For a more sedate experience, 
there's a host of casual games to play. 
These tend to be less flashy, but offer 
rewarding gameplay and clever 
puzzles instead. WoTdament, for 
instance, pits your spelling knowledge 
against a group of online players as 
you battle to find the most words in a 
jumble ofl6 letters. 

Even these casual games support 
Xbox-style achievements, which 
makes the experience all the more 
involving. These rewards are ~ 
allocated as you do certain things ~ 



Live 
elsewhere? 

£74.99 

Live in 
the UK? 
See p36 



- for instance, find 100 words in 
WoTdament and you'll receive a little 
kudos for your quick thinking. It's 
another element that makes Windows 
8 a fun and enjoyable part of a 
media-centric home. 

It's a social Windows 
Internet communications have 
changed everything. Emails have 
almost totally usurped letters (or 
'snail mail') in both business and 
personal communications, and we 
can video-call far-flung friends and 
relatives as if they were in the next 
room. On top of this, social 
networking services like Face book 
and Twitter let us catch up with 
friends, celebrities and the news. 

Windows 8 is built around these 
core pillars of online interaction and 
makes it really easy to connect with 
the people you care about. All your 
favourite methods of communication 
and social networks - Messenger, 
Facebook, Twitter and email - are 
pulled together in a number of handy 
in-built applications. As a result, you 
only ever have to look in one place for 
all your updates. 

Even Windows 8's login is based 
on your Microsoft account, which 
is usually an @hotmail.com or 

@hotmail.co.uk email address. Once 
you've logged in using this, you can 
begin herding all your other online 
accounts -including Google, 
Facebook and Twitter - into your 
Microsoft identity. An added bonus is 
that, in future, you can log in to your 
Microsoft account from any computer 

and catch up with what's going on in 
your connected networks. 

Messenger, Microsoft's own hugely 
popular instant communications 
service, is built into Windows 8 and is 
accessible from the People app. Here 
your contacts span horizontally 
across the page and clicking one lets 
you chat with them online and see 
their latest status updates. If you're 
used to Windows Live Messenger it's 
a bit of a shift, but all the traditional 
functions are available, along with 
newly designed smileys. 

Of course, these days people also 
connect through a range of other 
social networks, the biggest being 
Face book, which now has Ibn users 
worldwide. Luckily, Face book chat is 
fully integrated into Windows 8 so 
you chat seamlessly with your friends 
and family. 

The People app includes a What's r:;::.,. 
New tab, which provides you with a ~ 





continuously updated stream of 
information from Twitter and 
Face book. Any images included in 
tweets are shown in posts, and you can 
reply to and retweet messages straight 
away. It makes the important business 
of managing follows, likes and 
favourites so much easier. 

Even if you're not a Twitter or 
Face book user, you can still make 
good use of Windows 8's shiny new 
communications features. The email 
app makes sending and receiving those 
vital messages a joy, and you can switch 
between email services from Hotmail, 
Gmail and your internet service 
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provider with ease. As with the social 
networking services, having all these 
tools in one place makes things far 
easier and more convenient. 

Digital photos have taken over 
from physical prints and we now 
show off our favourite holiday and 
family snaps on screens rather than in 
photo albums. The fact that you can 
send photos around the world without 
having to spend a fortune on postage 
is a godsend, and online services such 
as Sky Drive and Flickr mean you can 
back up all your precious memories in 
one convenient place. 

Windows 8 includes a Photos app, 
which handily puts all your snaps in a 
single stream, automatically grabbing 
pies from sources such as Flickr, 
Sky Drive and Face book. From here 
you can browse your photos and set 
one as your desktop background in a 
couple of clicks. You can share and 
print photos stored on your PC, too. 

If you want to share a particular 
photo with a far-flung relative on 
their birthday, for example, Windows 
8's Calendar app comes in handy. It 
trawls through Face book to find 
people's birthdays and handily 

• DISCOVER WINDOWS 8 

displays them in one place. Adding 
events is simple, too -just click on a 
desired date and add a description, 
frequency and reminders. You can 
also invite people to events, which is 
great if you're planning a party. 

It works in real time 
As well as making you a master of 
media and a sovereign of social 
networks, Windows 8 can serve as 
a fantastic source of information, 
gathering news on a local, national 
and global scale. These are inherently 
useful features and ones that make 
Windows 8's interface even more 
useful and brilliant. 

The best apps are often the 
simplest, and the built-in Weather 
tool is powerful but user-friendly. 
Windows 8 will automatically 
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detect your location and give you a 
detailed forecast for the next five or 
10 days. Clicking the down arrow at 
the bottom gives you more detailed 
information, including weather 
predictions from services such as 
Weather Underground and Foreca, 
so you can get a better idea of what 
the future will hold in terms of 
precipitation and humidity. 

Scroll to the right and the weather 
app gets really clever. An hourly 
forecast lets you know whether it's 
safe to hang your washing out at the 
moment, and maps give regional 
and local animated previews of the 
movement of clouds and estimated 
temperatures. You can even see 
historical weather for your area. 

Use it for having fun 
If the Weather app is predicting 
sunshine, you might decide to get out 
and explore your local area, and this 
is where the Maps app excels. Like the 
Weather app, it automatically picks 
up your location and pinpoints it on a 
map, and you can switch between a 
traditional Ordnance Survey-style 
map view and a satellite photo. 

Right-clicking the map and then 
choosing 'Traffic' displays traffic jams 
and hold-ups in the area, so you can 
plan your escape to the country - or 

the city - and avoid the queues. 
Furthermore, the app can give you 
directions from one place to another. 
Detailed information on junctions 
and roundabouts is displayed across 
the top of the screen, and clicking 
each one zooms in to the relevant part 
of the map for a close-up view. The 
directions can also be shared via 
email -perfect for giving directions 
to visiting friends. 

Windows B's News app is similarly 
location-aware and it saves you 
having to browse separate news 
websites to catch up on the day's 
headlines. A top story is displayed 
first, with categories such as Politics 
and Health nestled towards the right. 
The first paragraph of each story is 
displayed and clicking on one of these 
will take you to the relevant website. 
You can also add specific sources. 
At the time of writing there are over 
40 sources, including all the major 
UK newspapers. 

There are also specific apps for 
Finance and Sport. Finance gives a 
nice graphical overview of the FTSE 
100 market and specific companies 
can be added to a Watch list so you 
can see your investments soar - or 
tumble. In addition, you can see the 
current exchange rates, and catch up 
on the latest business news. The Sport 
app works similarly, displaying the 
latest news from the worlds of 
football, rugby and cricket, among 
others. One particularly nice feature 
is the ability to add your favourite 
team so you can see upcoming 
matches, recent results and related 
new stories. If you're fanatical about 
footie or crackers for cricket, it's an 
essential app. 

All these improvements in 
Windows 8 combine to make using 
your devices a more intuitive 
experience, and now you're ready to 
really use it to its full potential. • 
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Sky News 
IFREE 
The Sky News app brings breaking news to 
your Windows 8 device. News stories are 
once again divided into categories, and 
breaking news is highlighted in yellow. 
While the bulk of the news is text-based, 
embedded video helps to bring more 
background details and analysis to the 
stories. You can also watch live streaming 
video from the Sky News channel straight 
from the app, as well as videos for the 
weather and a three-minute catch-up video 
that brings you the latest headlines. Overall 
this is an excellent app, which gives you the 
latest news from a well trusted source. 



Bing Daily 
£FREE 
The Bing Daily is Microsoft's own news app. 
Offering excellent breadth and depth of 
coverage, it brings together news from the 
best sources across the web into one 
easy-to-navigate and attractive app. 
As we've come to expect from Bing, images 
take centre stage, with some of the best 
news-related photography we've seen. 
Different categories, from politics to 
entertainment, can be scrolled through. 
Clicking a headline takes you to either the 
news source's website, or to the specially 
designed reader that lays out the article in 
a clear, newspaper- like way. 
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my Davies spends 
the majority of her 
working life writing 
about or using 
cameras. She has 
seen her work 
exhibited, won a 

blogging award and has been 
nominated for a CIPR award for her 
work for the Tenovus cancer charity. 

As a photographer and journalist, 
she spends about half of her time 
creating images. But it doesn't end 
with the click of the shutter. 
Nowadays, she uses the digital 
darkroom -her PC- to get the most 
out of each and every image. Then, 
more often than not, these images are 
shared via social networks (such as 
Twitter and Flickr), or on one of her 
photography blogs. She reveals how 
anyone can use technology to get f.+\ 
more from photography. ~ 
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"You don't need an expensive 
camera to get great results" 
As a professional I often shoot with a 
£5,000 professional DSLR, which 
enables me to get fantastic results 
but that's not always practical. I live 
and breathe photography, which 
means you 'll often see me using a 
compact, like the Olympus Pen E-P3 
(above), while I'm on holiday abroad or 
out walking. 

I enjoy using different cameras for 
different things, and I've had a lot of 
fun experimenting with different 
pieces of kit. Anyone who wants to get 
into photography should start by 
buying an entry level DSLR, and 
fortunately there's never been a better 
time to pick one up. The Canon EOS 
600D is a great starting point, for 
instance, and enables you to get great 
results and really enjoy your hobby. 

"The best camera is the one you 
always have with you" 
Aside from the obvious things such as 
a tripod and remote release, the one 
'accessory' I use most often is my 
smartphone. They say the best camera 
is the one that you have with you 
always and there's no easier way to 
capture the moment and share it 
instantly than with my funky cyan -blue 
Nokia Lumia 800. 

I use apps such as Flickr to instantly 
share my images and I can even make 
quick edits using apps like Photoshop 
Express. There are also useful tools that 
make my 'proper' photography easier, 
such as the DSLR Toolbox app, which 
helps with camera settings. 
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Smartphones are some of the most 
popular cameras being used to upload 
to Flickr, so you don't have to fork out 
thousands to sta rt having fun . 

"Bringing my photos to life starts 
with my PC and anyone can do it" 
A lot of people have the misconception 
that a photograph's creation starts and 
ends with releasing the shutter. In fact, 
a lot more time, proportionally, is spent 
sitting in front of the computer. As I 
shoot in RAW format, images need to 
be converted to JPEG if I want to print 
or share them online. This is either 
done via a camera manufacturer's own 
supplied software, or through Adobe 
Camera RAW Digital files. Most photos, 
especially those from a DSLR, tend to 
need at least some tweaking, so in that 
respect it would be hard to finish off a 
picture without my PC. 

"Editing a photograph makes it 
special, but you don't need 
expensive software" 
When I'm really excited about a photo 
I've taken I just can't wait to get it 
home and add the finishing touch. 
I tend to use Adobe Photoshop 
Elements to make changes, which is a 
simpler version of full Photoshop CS, 
and not stupidly expensive. It allows 
me to do pretty much everything I 
need to transform a RAW file into 
something a little more special. 

With Elements, I can adjust levels, 
contrast, brightness and so on - as well 
as remove the odd blemish, of course. 
You don't have to have memories of a 
special day ruined by that cold sore or 

spot. There are also free photo ed iting 
tools on the Windows Store, such as 
FotoEditor that can be used to crop 
and straighten images, as well as resize 
photos for sharing on the web. 

"Once I have my photos ready, I go 
online to share them with my PC" 
Once the image has been through raw 
processing and tweaked to my 
satisfaction, it's time to start the 
sharing process. First of all, I will make 
a web-friendly version, which will be 
no wider than 1,000 pixels, and only 72 
dots per inch (dpi). This helps to keep 
load times to a minimum and also 
means it 's less likely to get stolen at 
this lower resolution. Then I'll either 
upload to Facebook, Twitter or Flickr 
(or all three), or create a blog post if I 
have a set of images that belong 
together. I use Word press for my blog, 
but there are plenty of other options, 
such as Blogger or Tumblr. 

"Take time to sit back and enjoy" 
Windows 8 is brilliant for enjoying your 
photos once they're edited and shared, 
which is something that many 
photographers forget to do. I like to 
take a break from the constant 
shooting to enjoy my favourites, which 
are often just famil y snaps which have 
been cropped and edited. In Windows 
8 try the Photo Monkey app, which lets 
you add cool filters to your shots which 
will really impress your friends and 
family. If you 're uploading to Flickr 
then use the Flickr Viewer app to 
manage and view your shots from your 
Windows 8 device. • 
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Get more out of life 

Discover the joy 
of digital mags 
Every issue you'll 
get the same great 
content as the 
paper edition PLUS 
amazing digital-only 
interactive features. 
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Read it on 
any device 
Zinia supports 
desktop PCs, laptops, 
Android, iPads and 
Windows 8, so 
you can read the 

The Official Magazine 

Save time 
and money 
Get every issue 
delivered straight 
to your iPad and 
make massive 
savings on the 
usual cover price. 



A sommelier in 
your smartphone 

A sommelier is a wine 
expert, and with Mobile 
Sommelier you can have 
one in your smartphone 
wherever your travels 

take you. This £2 .29 Windows Phone 
app (there's a free trial so you can test it 
out first) has been created by wine buffs 
to give you the information you need, 
wherever you need it. Whether you 're 
a newcomer to the world of wine or a 
seasoned expert, it'll help you find the 
right wine to go with your restaurant 
meal or the feast you intend to cook 
in the evening. It can also take notes and 
photos of labels and will track your 
favourite grapes, wineries and vintages. 
Mobile Sommelier (Windows Phone) 



Award-winning 
wine writing 

2 
The Sunday Express 
wine columnist 
Jamie Goode has won 
multiple awards for his 
writing on wine, and his 

personal website is a great resource 
for anyone with even a passing interest 
in the subject. Here you 'll find out how 
your favourite wine is made, how to 
choose a good budget bottle, how 
you can learn to taste wine and, most 
importantly of all, why wine is better 
drunk than stored. It's a brilliant site 
with an equally good and regularly 
updated blog, where Goode shares 
his top wine tips. It's an enormous 
resource, and it's completely free. 
www. wineanorak.com 

What to buy 
in Waitrose 

For most of us, the 
supermarket is where we 
buy some, most or even all 
of our wine, so wouldn't it 
be great if someone could 

tell us which of the dozens of bottles on 
the shelves are worth having, and whether 
that supposedly half-price bargain is the 
deal of the century or just paint stripper 
with a nice label? If that sounds familiar, 
say hello to Supermarketwine.com, which 
enables you to filter your selection by 
supermarket, and see which bottles have 
been recommended by top wine critics. 
There are comments from other users, 
and its suggestions include inexpensive 
but delicious own-brand wines. 
www.supermarketwine.com 



Invaluable annual 
wine guide 

Hugh Johnson OBE is a 
writer, broadcaster and 
wine lover. He's also the 
world's top wine writer, 
and his annual Pocket 

Wine Book is the best-selling guide 
on the market. It features more than 
6,000 wines and regions, expert advice 
from around the world, and a section 
showing you alternatives to some of 
the wines you already drink. It's an 
invaluable tool for novices and experts, 
and is available in both Adobe Digital 
Editions format and as a Kindle book 
that works in the Kindle app. 
Hugh Johnson's Pocket Wine Book 2013 

(Amazon, Waterstones) 

Wine lists for 
Windows 8 

My Wine Lists is an app 
that works together with 
WineTable.com to create 
a virtual wine cellar on 
your computer. You can 

create lists of any wines you like­
including ones you've tasted and loved, 
ones you 'd really like to try, and ones 
your favourite critics have recommended 
-and access professional wine tasters' 
choices to inspire you. The website's 
handy social features enable users to 
rate and review over 50,000 different 
bottles. Whether you want to 
keep track of your own wine 
adventures or just discover 
something that will taste good with 
a stir-fry, there's lots to enjoy here. 
My Wine Lists (Windows 8 Store) 

Expert advice, 
delivered digitally 

Don't let the faintl y 
patronising title fool you 
- Wine for Dummies is a 
great buy, especially the 
all -in-ane edition, which 

gives you five books for the price of one. 
Authors Ed McCarthy and Mary Ewing­
Mulligan know their stuff, and promise to 
teach you everything you need to know 
to understand, buy and enjoy wine. The 
book covers everything from how wine is 
made to the best way to store it and what 
~ to pair it with. Its coverage of 

the world 's wine­
producing regions is 
particularly good. 
Wine for Dummies 
(Amazon, 

Waters tones) 



Advice from a 
famous expert 

Jancis Robinson OBE's site 
is in two parts: a large free 
section with articles about 
wine, recommended buys, 
tips on wine-related travel 

and so on, and a paid-for version (£6.99 
per month or £69 per year) with tasting 
notes, a member's forum and access to 
the Oxford Companion to Wine. 
Robinson herself is one of 
the wine world 's celebrities 
-a writer and broadcaster 
who updates her site daily 
-and her team includes 
top restaurant critics, 
wine bloggers and 
industry insiders. 
wwwjancisrobinson.com 

Not to be confused with r 
Mobile Sommelier, 
Vinum too promises 
"a sommelier in your 
pocket". It enables you 

to browse wine by categories including 
varietal, appellation, vintage and even 
vineyard. It also provides extensive 
information on each wine, offers user 
reviews and winemakers' notes and 
includes advice on which bottle to pair 
with which dish. We particularly like 
the embedded maps that let you see 
exactly where your favourites come 
from. The Vinum app is £1.49, and 
you can download a free trial to put it 
through its paces first. 
Vinum (Windows Phone) 

• 10 WAYS TO ... 

A virtual walk 
around a winery 

Here's an interesting 
app for wine buffs: the 
world-renowned Matias 
Winery has created 
a Windows Phone app 

for those of us who can't quite make it 
to Hungary to be there in person. The 
app is a gorgeous online brochure 
for the winery, its philosophy and, of 
course, its wines. You can choose to 
organise the bottles by type, region, 
vintage or category. It would be nice 
to see some of the bigger names in 
wine take a similar approach; it's nice 
to know a bit about the places your 
favourite wines come from, and the 
people who make them. 
Matias Winery (Windows 8 Store) 

The right wine 
for every meal 

The Wine Society was 
established in 1874 to 
find good quality wines 
for its members, and it 
remains a key player in 

the wine world - but you don't need 
to buy its wines to benefit from over a 
century of wisdom. 

The society's Food and Wine 
Matching page is a simple guide to 
help you find the right accompaniment 
for any meal. Be it a juicy steak, a 
hearty broth or your Christmas turkey, 
it couldn't be easier: choose a meal 
from the drop-down menu, click 
'Select' and let the Wine Society make 
some recommendations. 
www.thewinesocietycom/ Shop/ 
FoodMatching.aspx • 
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THE CHALLENGE 

vira? 
Just how easy is it to make your 
snaps 'go viral' on the internet? 

We challenge two team 
members to get famous online 

few years ago, 
going viral would 
probably have 
you locked up in 
quarantine and 
sporadically 
hosed down by 

people in biohazard suits. These days, 
though, going viral means becoming 
an instant internet star, complete 
with fame and glory (maybe). 

Over the years more than a few 
careers have been launched using 
social media, whether it's YouTube 

stars going global doing silly dances, 
or people gaining notoriety by venting 
their feelings on Twitter. However, 
how easy is it to upload something 
that will become a smash hit 
overnight, and how can you engineer 
maximum exposure? 

Windows: The Official Magazine 
team members Matt Hanson and 
Nick Odantzis went head-to-head 
to find out, by each taking and 
uploading a photo in a bid to get as 
many people to like, retweet, share 
and comment on it in 24 hours. 

It involves using social networks as 
self-promotion tools, and harnessing 
the power of friends, followers and 
complete strangers to send their 
snaps to far-flung corners of the 
globe. The clock's ticking, but can 
either of them become the next t.:;\ 
big thing on the internet? ':::?.1 

II 
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With 24 hours on the 
clock, the first challenge 
was to create an image to 
share online. Straight 

away, both competitors came up with 
different ideas. ''Animals doing cute 
things is always internet gold!" 
exclaimed Matt. 

Nick had more artistic aspirations. 
''I'm going to photograph some 
beautiful local scenery. Hopefully 
people will enjoy it and want to share 
it with their friends." 

The competitors then 
needed to take their 
photos and upload them 
as soon as possible. 

Nick was quick to grab his DSLR 
camera and head out to get some 
shots. "It's a beautiful day out there, 
so I'm sure I'll be able to get some 
great images." To stand out on the 
internet, you need to be unique, so 
finding the right picture might take 
longer than Nick was anticipating 
- and time was ticking. 

Matt was looking much closer to 
home for his inspiration. "I've got a 
number of pets, so I'm bound to be 
able to snap them doing something 
cute around the house!" While Nick 
was scouring the local area with his 
DSLR, Matt was busy using his 
smartphone to capture his image. 

"I've finally found a fantastic Gothic 
church. I just need to set up my 
camera and get shooting," said Nick. 

Meanwhile Matt had already found 
his shot, taken it and was uploading 
his picture. "I decided on a picture of 
my pet terrapin falling asleep on his 
basking rock. I took the photo and 
had my phone, a Nokia Lumia 900, 
set up to automatically post to 
Face book." While Nick was walking 

back to his house to find the USB 
cable to transfer and then upload his 
photos, Matt's shot of his terrapin on 
Face book had already received two 
likes in a matter of minutes. 

The lunch hour saw an 
influx of Matt's friends 
logging on to find his 
photo, with many of them 

liking it. By 2:30pm his image had 17 
likes and four comments. Inevitably, 
though, people began closing down 
their web browsers and returning to 
work. "It looks like I need to promote 
this picture elsewhere," he said. 
"I've set up my Facebook page to 
automatically post any updates to 
Twitter by linking my accounts at 
www.facebook.com/twitter." 

Meanwhile Nick was 
lagging behind, having 
only just uploaded his 
photograph manually. 

Luckily for him, Face book has a 
system that makes posts containing 
uploaded photos stay at the top of 
people's news feeds for longer, so 
more people are likely to see it. By 

2:30pm, Nick's photo was fast 
approaching Matt's in the likes stakes 
with 11 thumbs up. The number of 
comments quickly overtook Matt's, 
with most people asking him where 
the shot was taken. 

However, Matt had a sudden 
realisation. ''I've just remembered 
that Face book posts a link to the 
photo on its own website, so Twitter 
users will have no idea what they're 
clicking on!" 

Time was marching on, 
so Matt had to act fast. 
Unfortunately for him, 
all his automatic posting 

didn't seem like such a good idea. 
Nick, on the other hand, had 

replied to a number of the people who 
had commented on his photo. This 
kept the photo towards the top of 
people's news feeds. His shot had now 
surpassed Matt's with 26 likes. Matt's 
photo only had 20. 

With Facebook ticking 
over nicely, afternoon was 
fast turning into evening 
and Nick needed to direct 



his attention to other places to share 
his photo. As a keen photographer, 
Nick is signed up to Flickr (www. 
flickr.com). Other users can view, 
comment and quickly post the image 
to Face book or Twitter. On Twitter 
his post appeared with the 'View 
photo' link, which lets people quickly 
view the photo - essential for 
retweets. Likes and shares on 
Facebook grew to 30 and 7 
respectively, and there were three 
retweets on Twitter. 

But how was Matt doing? 
After his Face book-to­
Twitter automatic posting 
fiasco, it was time to take 

a more hands-on approach. ''I'm going 
to upload my picture to Twitpic 
(http:/ /twitpic.com)." Once he'd set it 
up, his followers began to retweet, but 
was it enough to catch up with Nick? 
He posted the photo with the hashtag 
#cutepet in a bid to get more views. 

With night drawing ever 
closer, the peak time for 
social media traffic was 
over. Both competitors 

needed to work hard to keep retweets 
flowing, so Matt decided to get a 
celebrity involved. However, with so 
many followers, would his request 
stand out? 

Nick had a similar idea. Twitter 
accounts that post about local news 
often retweet photos, so Nick 

identified a number oflocal tweeters. 
These accounts had fewer followers 
than the celebrities Matt was 
courting, but they were much more 
likely to retweet his picture. 

Nick's targeting oflocal 
tweeters paid off, boosting 
him to a total of 42 
retweets, along with 34 

likes on Facebook. 
Meanwhile, Matt's picture was 

ignored by the famous Twitterers. 
Retweets by his followers were 
creeping up though, and he had 
managed 12 retweets and 26likes on 
Face book. To catch up with Nick, he 
needed to do something drastic. 
Suddenly, inspiration struck. 

"While my friends and followers are 
logging off for the night in the UK, 
elsewhere they'll be waking up! I can 
get Face book to automatically post 
the status at a certain date and time." 
As for Twitter, he used the Twuffer 
service (http:/ /twuffer.com), which 
enables you to schedule the release of 
your tweets. Could this close the gap? 
Both contestants went to bed, keen to 
find out how they fared the next day. 

Over the course of the 
night Nick's photo gained 
a further eight retweets 
and two likes on 

Facebook, bringing his total to 50 
retweets and 36likes. Matt's 
scheduled overnight posting paid off, 

• CHALLENGE 

with 14 retweets and an impressive 21 
extra likes on Face book, bringing his 
total to 26 retweets and 47likes. 

With the clock counting 
down, Matt had one last 
roll of the dice- the local 
animal charity on Twitter. 

The account had quite a few 
followers, but would it ignore the 
photograph like the celebrities did? 
The minutes ticked by until, with just 
under three-quarters-of-an-hour left, 
the photo was retweeted! 

them and give them 
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From Netflix to Wikipedia, 
Windows 8 brings the apps you 
love to your PC. We show you 
how to get involved 

w 
indows software 
tends to conjure 
images of long 
installs, multiple 
discs and annoying 
configuration, a 
world away from 

the instant mobile 'apps' we're used to 
on our phones. Well, all that's about to 
change, as the apps we know and love 
are thrust to the forefront of Windows 8 
and the all-new Windows Store. 

The Windows Store is the core of the 
new Windows experience, bringing 
together a variety of big-name apps 
fun games. It's all accessible from the 
moment you power up a Windows 8 
desktop, laptop or tablet PC, taking 
pride of place on the Start screen. Its 
interface makes it easy to browse and 
find interesting things, whether you're 
using a touchscreen device, or a mouse 
and keyboard controlled PC. 

When you first open up the Store, 
you 're presented with a selection of 
the best apps under the title Spotlight. 
These change frequently, and you can 
see the best-rated and most­
downloaded apps using the tiles to the 
right. The New Releases section 
highlights up-and-coming apps that 
have been added recently. 

This is the mere tip of the iceberg, 
though. Scroll to the right- either by 
swiping on a touchscreen device or 
dragging the scroll bar at the bottom 
with your mouse- and you'll see a 
huge range of apps, sorted into 
categories like Games, Social and 
Entertainment. Each of these 
categories includes lists of All Star 
and Top Free apps, which highlight 
the best of the bunch. 

Clicking or tapping on an app gives 
you more information about what it is, 
what it does and how to use it. Click Q 
on the 'Details' tab for supported '?./ 

e & !opfree 
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PC specs. The beauty of the Windows 
Store is no more worries about 
compatibility or the quality of your 
software. All Windows apps are 
stringently tested and verified, and you 
can quickly find details on supported 
languages and the app's permissions. 
The latter tells you what the app does 
to your computer, and it's a good idea 
to double-check these if you haven't 
used it before. 

Take a look at the Reviews section 
before you install the app. These are 
written by people who have used the 
program, and include a star rating. It's 
a good way to see how well certain 
apps run, and how useful people have 
found them. Once you've installed an 
app, you can add your own review. 

Less than a minute 
If you 're used to installing programs on 
a Windows PC, you 'll find the Windows 
Store's installation process a joy. Rather 
than clicking through menus and 
licence agreements, all you have to do 
is select 'Install '. The app is downloaded 
and installed in the background, and a 
notification pops up when it's all done. 

Once the app is installed you 'll find it 
on the Windows 8 Start Screen, and 

you can tap or click to launch it. You'll 
notice that most apps have a similar 
layout to the Windows Store itself, with 
menus and options extending to the 
right of the screen. You can navigate 
these with a swipe or a scroll. It may 
take a little getting used to, but it's 
often worth exploring these menus 
to get the most from your apps. 

The apps themselves vary greatly, 
but the various categories make it easy 
to find the one you want. You should 
head for the Shopping section if you 
feel like splashing some cash on the 

latest designer clothes, or make your 
way to the games category if you want 
to relax with a stimulating puzzle. 

There are dozens of official apps 
already waiting for you in the Windows 
Store. Legendary London nightclub 
Ministry of Sound has created an app 
that includes hubs to stream its radio 
station live, and list upcoming DJ slots 
at the venue. The app also provides 
past DJ sets, and lets you buy and 
download songs you like. 

Great for learning 
If you fancy a more intellectually 
stimulating experience, the Wikipedia 
app is a never-ending source of 
knowledge. Unlike Wikipedia 's wordy 
website, the app puts stunning images 
first, which you can click to bring up 
the relevant article. To the right you 'll 
find the day's featured articles, and the 
On This Day section presents historical 
events from the current date. 

The Wikipedia app's usefulness 
doesn't end there. Like most Windows 8 
apps, it has a built-in search tool. Just 
swipe from the right of the screen on 
a touchscreen device, or move the 
mouse to the lower-right corner to 
bring up a handy bar that lets you 
search the site. Wikipedia articles are 
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presented in a Windows 8-friendly way 
too, spanning the page horizontally to 
fit more information in. 

There's a whole host of other great 
official apps for you to try. Evernote 
makes it easy to keep lists and doodles, 
synchronising them with the website 
and your other Windows 8 devices. The 
YouTube-esque Dailymotion includes 
hundreds of videos to stream instantly 
to your PC, tablet or phone. 

Fun and games 
New games are added to the Windows 
Store on a daily basis, and part of 
Microsoft's criteria for inclusion is that 
they're family friendly and non­
offensive. Doodle Grub is a prime 
example of this, featuring the cute 
worm in a food-collecting game 
reminiscent of Snake on Nokia phones. 
It's great fun for kids, and adults will 
find it surprisingly addictive too. 

ARMED! presents a more 
complicated but equally enjoyable 
challenge, in which you must erect 
towers to keep the enemy at bay. 
There's also a handful of hidden object 
puzzle games, such as Dark Arcana 
and Enigmatic. These games present 
static scenes in which the player must 
find and identify artefacts. 

Modern computers often include 
webcams, which let you enjoy fun apps 
and games that get you out of your 
seat and moving about Bai/Strike uses 
your PC's camera to put you in a virtual 
world where you move your arms to 
pop brightly coloured balls. It starts 
easily enough, but it's not long before 
you're out of breath and working up 
a sweat It even tells you how many 
calories you've burned in the process. 

This is just a tiny selection of what's 
currently available from the Windows 
Store, and its fluid nature means that 
more apps are added on a daily basis. 
By far the best thing about the Store is 
the way that Microsoft has opened it 
up to app developers and with the 
release of Windows 8 new and 
innovative apps are being added all 
the time. Watch this space, and be the 
first to know what's next on the 
Windows Store. • 
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EVERYDAY COMPUTING 

machine that 
performs 
brilliantly and 
looks great 

Sony VAIO E Series 15 
£599 The promise of Blu-ray action and discrete 
graphics for under £600 makes this a bargain 

This latest Sony VAIO E Series ticks a lot of 
important boxes as a jack of all trades, sporting 
dual-core Intel Core iS power, 8GB of RAM, 
plenty of storage space and a Blu-ray drive. 

Connectivity is a strong point, with speedy USB 
3.0 port sitting alongside a duo of USB 2.0 
options and HDMI output. At the price-point that 
we've selected you get a healthy 500GB of hard 
drive storage, discrete graphics from AMD and a 
battery that Sony promises is capable of lasting 
for up to four hours. 
This being Sony you can, of course, configure to 

your heart's content and even the base model (dual­
core Pentium, DVD, 4GB of RAM and integrated 
graphics) should perform amicably. 
www.sonyco.uk 

Screen 
15.6in 

Weight 
2.5kg 

Packard Bell EasyNote TV £399 
The Easy Note TV won't win any prizes for design 
or technological innovation but we can 
guarantee it's an ample 
performer that will 
allow you to tackle 

Battery your daily digital 
162 mins tasks with little fuss. 

A 500GB HDD is 
generously priced and 
excellent connectivity 
options make up for 
outdated processing power. 
www.saveonlaptops.co.uk 

BIG-SCREEN BEAUTY 

powerhouse 
that's much 

Toshiba Qosmio X870 
£1,470 Monster laptop with impressive gaming 
credentials and a nifty 3D display to boot 

You don't need to be a serious gamer in order to 
fully appreciate the impressive specification sheet 
of the latest big-hitting Qosmio. Toshiba has 
created a monster laptop that fully lives up to the 
tag of desktop replacement. 

The 17.3-inch, Full HD, 3D display is perfect not 
only for high-octane gaming, but also for 
watching Blu-ray movies or editing your high­
resolution images. On the media front it also 
helps that there's a stereo speaker setup from 
audio expert Harman Kardon on board. 

Storing your digital data shouldn't prove tricky 
either as there's a whopping lTB of hard drive space on 
offer, along with a 128GB SSD drive for super-fast boot 
up times and extra-quick access to those essential files. 
www.scan.co.uk 

Screen 
17.3in 

Weight 
3kg 

Samsung Series 5 SSOP £670 
The latest quad-core Intel Core power, a vivid 
1080p display, impressive audio, through the JBL 
stereo speaker and Max Boost subwoofer 
setup, and Nvidia graphic 
processing makes 

Battery this one of the best 
195 mins pound for pound 

laptops we've seen. 
It looks pretty swish 

as well and the isolated 
keyboard is as good as 
we've laid our mitts on. 
www.amazon.co.uk 



As brilliant 
as mobile 
computing 
gets at the 
moment 

THIN AND LIGHT 

Sony VAIO Duo 11 
£999 Unrivalled slimline design and touchscreen 
display that packs seriously powerful performance 

Windows 8 gives PC manufacturers a lot more 
flexibility when it comes to design, thanks to the 
platform's multiple navigation features, and in no 
other device is this demonstrated more 
impressively than the VAIO Duo 11. 

Part tablet, part Ultra book and part powerful 
PC, the Duo 11 boasts an intuitive sliding build, 
dubbed the Surf Slider. This allows the sl imline 
stunner to be operated just like a traditional 
notebook, as well as easily being used as a 
touchscreen tablet. 

Packing the latest Intel Core processing power, 
up to 8GB of RAM, a 256GB SSD and a Full HD display 
panel, the Duo 11 is anything but a novelty and is as 
jaw-droppingly brilliant as mobile computing gets. 
www.sony.co.uk 

Screen 
15.6in 

Weight 
2.1kg 

Battery 
251 m1ns 

HP Envy 6 £499 
It may not be the thinnest or lightest Ultra book 
in town but, at 20mm thick and weighing just 

over 2kg, the Envy 6 is hardly likely to cause your 

back too much troublee ;w;he;,n.!lllll!il!~..,~ 
carrying it about. 111 

And at a price 

tag around half of 

the original HP 
Ultrabook, and packed 
with 2012's best 

technology, it's excellent 
value for money. 

www.pcworld.co.uk 

HAVE IT ALL 

• RECOMENDED BUYS 

It's a machine 
that packs in 
a wealth of 
top-end 
technology 

Dell XPS 15 
£1,779 An incredible setup fit to take on any 
task - and it looks very cool too 

The XPS 15 is a fantastic laptop that will smash 
through your digital demands with ease. It will 
make mincemeat of your HD movies, handle 
casual gaming with aplomb and perform without 
a stutter on more challenging assignments, such 
as video or high-quality picture editing. 

It's a machine that packs in a wealth of top-end 
technology- an Intel Core i7 CPU, an Nvidia 

r----. GeForce GT 640M GPU and ample storage­
inside a body that oozes style. We're not sure 
what's cooler: the brushed silver exterior or the 
soft rubberised interior. 

At 23.2mm thick and weighing 2.6kg, this laptop's 
portable enough to carry around and the plethora 
of port activity won't leave you wanting either. 
www.amazon.co.uk 

Screen 
15.6in 

Weight 
2.5kg 

Battery 
156 m1ns 

Lenovo G570 £499 
It may be lacking a third-generation Intel 
processor but don't let that put you off. For 
under £500, a dual-core CPU- albeit slightly 

dated - isn't to be scoffed at. 

The healthy 
RAM, large 

hard drive 

and discrete 
AMD graphics 

mean you can 

have a machine 
that does the lot. 

www.amazon.co.uk 



The keyboard 
dock is top 
quality and 
synong 1s a 
breeze too 

TABLET FOR HOME 

Asus Vivo Tab RT 
£549 A lightweight QWERTY-packing slate that has 
plenty of heritage to lean on 

Asus has made some big waves in the hybrid 
tablet market and so it's not surprising to see the 
Taiwanese electronics giant embrace the 
Windows 8 revolution with open arms. 

The Vivo Tab RT runs a mobile quad-core 
processor which means it can't run traditional 
programs, but it's well suited to the host of new 
apps. There's also 2GB of RAM, 32GB of storage, 
an 8-megapixel rear-facing camera and a 
10.1-inch, 1,366 x 768 display- all inside a design 
weighing just over SOOg. 

You can rest assured that the keyboard dock 
-that also extends battery life- is top quality, and the 
addition of NFC connectivity means syncing with other 
enabled devices should be a breeze as well. 
www.asus.co.uk 

Screen 
10.6in 

Weight 
676g 

Battery 
TBC 

Microsoft Surface RT £TBC 
With a sca led down spec sheet from that of its 
Pro-punching brethren, the official Microsoft RT 
slate stil l has plenty to get excited about 
including up to 64GB of storage, 
a 10.6-inch ClearType HD 
Display and, of course, the 
fantastic VaporMg case. 

Add HDMI, microSD and 
USB connectivity and 
you're looking at 
a heavy­
hitting device. 
www.microso{t.com 

The ultimate 
Windows 8 
tablet more 
than lives up 
to the hype 

TABLET FOR WORK 

Acer leonia W700 
fTBC Packing an Intel Core processor, the W700 is 
much smarter than your average tablet 

The Acer leonia W700 is unlikely to worry the 
super-slim slate brigade. Fortunately, the 
11.9mm-thick slate is focused on cutting-edge 
technology. Powered by either an i3 or an iS 
third-generation Intel Core processor, Asus's new 
flagship Windows 8 tablet also boasts three USB 
3.0 ports, HDMI connectivity and a Thunderbolt 
port. Crucially, the Intel Core means it will run the 
full version of Microsoft Office without difficulty. 

The 11.6-inch display is full HD, and audio 
quality is also superb thanks to the Dolby Home 
Theatre v4 technology built-in. 

The W700 is a true tablet, whose only companion 
is a charging dock that allows for two different angle 
setups that enable natural typing or enhanced viewing. 
www.acer.co.uk 

Screen 
11.6in 

Weight 
750g 

Battery 
540 mins 

Samsung ATIV Smart PC £TBC 
Sitting alongside its Ivy Bridge brother, the 
Atom-packing ATIV offers the full Windows 
experience at a much more wallet-friendly 
price-tag. There's over nine hours of battery life 
on offer for video playback on the 11.6-inch, 
1,366 x 768 display, 
as well as optional 

4G connectivity 
and a respectable 
8-megapixel 
camera attached 
to the back. 



Super suave 
PC that will 
make your 
desktop a 
cooler place 

STYLISH DESKTOP 

Lenovo Idea Centre A720 
£1,399 Lenovo hits the mark for style with this 
gorgeous ail-in-one touchscreen desktop 

All-in-one desktop computers have been hitting 
the market in an array of shapes and sizes in 
recent years but we don't think we've seen one 
quite as exciting as the A720. 

Not only is it super practical thanks to the slim, 
frameless 27-inch touchscreen, 95° angle tilt, 
integrated Blu-ray drive and lTB of hard disk 
space, it looks awesome too; and will no doubt 
make over your desktop into a much funkier 
location than it currently is. 

Powered by a quad-core Intel i7 processor, 
along with up to 8GB of RAM and discrete 

Nvidia graphics, you 'll find that the A720 is equally 
as effective as a high-performance workstation as it 
is a family-centred, living room-based media centre. 
wwwjohnlewis.com 

Screen 
23in 

Weight 
11.7kg 

Battery 
N/A 

HP Touchsmart 520-1130ea £700 
Benefiting from a whopping price-drop, this HP 
touchscreen AIO offers an array of features to 

keep the family entertained 

including Full HD 1080p 

video playback, Beats Audio 
sound, a slot-loading DVD 

player and a Freeview tuner. 

With integrated Intel HD 

graphics, and support for up 
to 8GB of RAM, it's also a 

machine that can handle 
itself with casual gaming. 

www.hp.com/uk 

• RECOMENDED BUYS 

Super 
AM OLEO 
display makes 
the ATIV S 

SMARTPHONE 

Samsung ATIV S 
fTBC Samsung is well and truly back in the 
Windows Phone game with this dual-core Goliath 

It's not just Nokia that's knocking out top-end 
Windows Phone smartphones; Samsung is back 
with a bang thanks to this huge-screen handset 
that doesn't fail to impress. 

Samsung specialises in big displays and its 
latest Windows Phone device certainly buys into 
that ethos with an incredible 4.8-inch, 720p HD, 
Super AMOLED panel. 

Running Windows Phone 8, the ATIV S also 
offers up to 32GB of storage and is compatible 
with microSD cards, meaning you'll have plenty 
of space to store your HD media. Powered by 

a dual-core l .SGHz processor and backed up with 1GB 
of RAM, the latest games hitting the Windows 
Marketplace will play back with a buttery smoothness. 
www.samsung.com/uk 

Screen 
3.6in 

Weight 
126g 

Battery 
233 mins 

Nokia Lumia 710 £180 
While the 710 isn't likely to win 
any awards for design, 

performance or outstanding 

features, it is a solid ly built 
smartphone that's an ideal 

first step for anybody looking to 

get on board with the Windows 

Phone revolution. 
And, at less than £200, it 

offers some impressive tech­

such as the 5-megapixel 
camera- at a bargain cost. 

www.phones4u.co.uk • 
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Clever mid­
range printer 
that is always 
connected and 
great for pies 

PHOTO PRINTING 

Canon Pixma MX895 
£139 Speedy ail-in-one printing machine with an 
emphasis on business quality and connectivity 

If you're looking for a contemporary printer that 
ticks all your boxes, then look no further than this 
model from Canon. The MX895 will not only 
print in great quality thanks to its 9,600dpi 
support and micro ink droplet technology, but 
also throws in Wi-Fi connectivity, double-sided 
printing, faxing and high-resolution scanning. 

The Wi-Fi feature means that it's also 
compatible with Apple's AirPrint, Google Cloud 
Print and Pixma Cloud Link and you can also print 
images directly from your digital camera using 
the Pictbridge function. 

We found printing quality to be excellent and if 
you're looking for an all-round home printer that 
handles photos well, this is an ideal candidate. 
www.amazon.co.uk 

Screen 
2.4in 

Weight 
S.lkg 

DPI 
9,600 

Kodak ESP 3.2 £69 
With an emphasis on photos, this Wi-Fi enabled 
box of tricks certainly comes in at an attractive 
price-point for anyone 
looking to make their 
digital memories physical. 

It can print up to 
A4, at a resolution of 
9,600dpi, and 
apparently offers 
the lowest average 
cost per page photo 
printing in its category. 
www.currys.co.uk 

A superb 
addition to 
any connected 
digital home 
setup 

GET BACKED UP 

WD My Net N900 Central 
£320 A dual-band router with high-definition media 
streaming and all the backup space you'll need 

To call the N900 an external hard drive would be 
to do it an injustice. Not only does it pack in a 
2TB HDD for storing all your sensitive digital 
data, it's also a dual-band (2.4GHz and SGHz) 
802.lln router with an antenna that is capable of 
delivering 450Mbps connections. 

This means it's not only a great back-up device 
but also the perfect companion to your ever­
expanding home network. Add to this the fact 
that you'll have access to all of your locally stored 
files wherever you are, using WD 2go web access, 
and you're laughing all the way to the cloud. 

And when you 're done backing up your digital life, 
you can seamlessly stream HD media to your tablet 
or smartphone via the built-in FasT rack technology. 
www.amazon.co.uk 

Size 
lTB 

Weight 
224g 

Disc 
HDD 

Seagate Backup Plus £79 
Not only does this lTB backup option allow you 
to automatically sync all your digital data using 
plug and play technology, it's also a social 
networker's dream because it enables you to 
back up all the images and videos you've shared 
on Facebook and Flickr. 
Publishing your media to 
your favourite social sites 
is also a cinch - just 
one click using 
the Backup 
Plus feature. 
www.dabs.com 



A cheap(er) 
and easy way 
to board the 

SNAP HAPPY 

Nikon 1 J2 
£499 Mirrorless compact sequel gets improved 
LCD display and extra photo effects 

Nikon's mirrorless compact is back for a second 
bite at the newly emerging market, this time 
offering a sharper monitor - twice the resolution 
of its predecessor - some funky effects and scene 
modes, an updated dial, a textured chassis and, 
perhaps most importantly, a hefty price-drop. 

Compatible with the interchangeable 1 NIKKOR 
lenses, and offering 10.1-megapixels from its 
CMOS sensor, the J2 is also capable of shooting 
Ful l HD 1080p video in a range of modes. 

Designed for people that want to spend "more 
time creating and less time fussing", the J2 offers 

novices features such as autofocus and a range of 
one-touch shortcuts. Pros will be at home with the 
newly tuned dial and its plethora of shooting options. 
wwwjessops.com 

Screen 
2.7in 

Weight 
205g 

Pixels 
14MP 

Fujifilm FinePix XP170 £199 
Tough, waterproof and small enough to fit into 
even the t ightest of trendy pockets: the XP170 

may just be the most perfect fun compact yet. 

Waterproof to 10m, shockproof to 2m, sealed 
against dust and sand, and able to function in 

temperatures 
as low as -lOa(, 

you 'll strugg le 
to f ind a location 
this camera isn't 

comfortable in . 
wwwjohnlewis. 

com 

• RECOMENDED BUYS 

• 
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• Vibrant visuals 
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Samsung SyncMaster 
S24B750V £219 
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Futuristic and minimalist, th is monitor 
features a 2ms response time and a 
5,000,000:1 dynamic contrast ratio. The 
24-inch LED backlit beauty is also capable 
of mirroring certai n smartphone displays. 
www.amazon.co.uk 

Libratone Live £599 
A standalone speaker with satin chrome 
handle, solid wood, a piano fi nish and 
Ita lian cashmere - need we say more? 
Substance is more important than style so 
you'll be pleased to know this also features 
patented FuiiRoom acoustic technology. 
www.amazon.co.uk 

Concrete Hook Case £149 
Cooler than Shaft, this Italian leather laptop 
case is one of the most st ylish we've come 
across. The frame is lightweight aluminium 
and there's enough room in the padded ­
suede interior for a 15-inch laptop. Perfect 
for a dedicated follower of fashion. 
www.concretecases.com 

Audeo PFE 232 £400 
Seriously high-end buds that feature two 
high-precision ba lanced armature drivers, 
and customisab le f ilters so sound quality is 
stunning, no matter the size or shape of 
your lug -holes. Not cheap - but you'd be 
investing in a technological masterpiece. 
www.audeoworld.com 

~ 0 0 
~--~ 

= . a 0 -
M G1 

• i.-
I<) 
- • 

Weight 
6kg 

Battery 
N/A 

Weight 
6.5kg 

Battery 
N/A 

Weight 
660g 

Battery 
N/A 

Weight 
16g 

Battery 
N/A 

.. 
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Let us show you around the new-look OS 

A fresh new look 
The new Windows 8 Ul brings a whole 
new look and feel to Windows, as well as 
a new Start screen. It's designed to be 
great for touch as well as mouse and 
keyboard, and you can arrange the apps 
in any order you want on the Start 
screen. Most modern Ul -style apps run 
full screen, but you can also position 
them at the side of the window. 

Store 

Get apps on your PC 
Apps are key to the Windows 8 
experience. There are plenty of built-in 
Windows 8-style ones, including Mail, 
Stocks and Sports, and you can choose 
from thousands more at the Windows 
Store. Lots of third-party developers 
have already produced apps for 
Windows 8, covering everything from 
recipes to music and video to Twitter. 



The Charm bar 
One of the new ways to interact with 
Windows is the Charm bar, which can 
be accessed from all applications. It's 
an overlay that appears on screen and 
shows essential information. You can 
access the Start screen, search your apps 
and files, and go to devices (a digital 
camera, for example) and settings. You 
can also share to social media or via email. 

Search and share 
All apps in Windows 8 are designed so 
they can be searched from the Charm 
bar, which is accessed from the 
right-hand edge of the Start screen. 
Searching in this way means that you 
can find information within apps 
without opening them first, saving you 
time and effort. The same is true for 
sharing. All apps are built enabling 
information to be emailed, tweeted or 
posted to Facebook from the Charm 
bar, so letting your friends know about 
what you 're doing is only a swipe away. 

Real-time Live Tiles 
Apps in Windows 8 have their own icon, 
called a tile. Unlike other operating 
systems, these tiles aren't static pictures 
and are able to push information such as 
new emails, news headlines, football 
scores or even your favourite photos to 
your Start screen. This means you don't 
have to open an app to get the 
information you need. 
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Start your Windows 8 journey here 

Search 

Share 

General 

Privacy 

Devices 

Wireless 

Ease of Access 

Sync your settings 

Your account 

Dan Grabham 
danotigr.lbllillnOI>olmaol.com 

You can ""tch to a local accoun~ but )'COt ~"9' wen~ sync bo""- tht Pes you use 

Swftch to a local account 

Sign in options 

Create 1 picture p.ISSWOfd 

Cltitl a PIN 

Nry user ~ has • pass\'o'Otd must entor " Wilen walo"IJ this PC 

S«urlly poloaes on th~ PC ore P'~Mnt>ng you from chang"'!l this ~bng. 
CNnvo 

Other user 

• 
Add user accounts 
It's easy and transferable 

Making separate user accounts is a simple process and is perfect 
for families who share and enjoy multiple devices. You can either 
add a user account from the Desktop Control Panel (as you would 
in previous versions of Windows), or choose 'Settings' from the 
Charm bar, choose 'Change PC settings' and select 'Users'. You 
can log in with any user account- even while somebody else is 
logged in. You will need to log in with a Microsoft account, which 
can be created in a few easy steps. If you previously had a Hotmail 
or Windows Live account, used Windows Live Messenger or 
Outlook.com, you can use this without creating a new one and 
you can take some settings with you, whichever PC you log in to! 



Set up your email 
Your inbox upgrade 

Windows 8 includes Mail- a simple but 
effective email client that delivers 
messages from a variety of sources to a 
single unified in box. You can set up your 
email using various accounts, including 
Google and Microsoft (Hotmail or 
Outlook.com). If you have an Exchange 
account for work you can set that up too, 
provided your company has enabled 
external email access. The Mail app strips 
out all the extraneous email functions 
that you don't really need, helping you 
focus on your messages, folders and 
different accounts. You can read, reply 
and attach files with minimum fuss. 
Highlighted emails are displayed in full 
on the right. Emails from people you 
follow on social networks will display 
their Face book or Twitter avatar- useful 
for sorting out emails from your friends! 

Store 

• 
Add new apps 
See what's in Store 

Mail 

6' 

Windows 8 brings you a completely new way to install software 
-the Windows Store. You can search the Store from the Charm 
barto find the app you want. It features thousands of tools 
specially designed for Windows 8, ranging from big names like 
Sky News, Wikipedia and AccuWeather to small, independently 
developed but useful apps such as Tweetro for Twitter or Quick 
Note for, well, taking quick notes. The Spotlight feature shows you 
the best new Windows 8 apps and there are lists of the top free 
and top paid-for apps too. All apps carry a user rating and All Star 
apps are those that people have rated most highly. More apps 
are appearing all the time, so visit the Windows Store today. 
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II A_ more beautiful web 
It s faster too 

Windows 8 includes a completely new web browser-Internet 
Explorer 10. It's been built to be fast and fluid, and works 
perfectly with Windows 8. There's a desktop version, but the 
browser works flawlessly within Windows 8 Ul as well. It's brilliant 
for touchscreens, too. Swipe up to view your tabs, or down to view 
the address bar and Favorites. You can pin favourite websites to 
your Start screen. As with everything in Windows 8, you can use 
the Charm barto search for what you need, change Internet 
Explorer settings, or share sites with friends-just swipe and tap. 
Explorer 10 also includes SmartScreen and Tracking Protection 
for greater control over your personal information. 



II 

Snap windows and multi-task 
Work in two apps at the same time 

Unlike the iPad, Windows 8 enables you to snap windows 
side-by-side, so you can effortlessly work on two things at the 
same time. Just drag any app from the top and have it snap to 
the left or the right quarter ofthe screen, so you can browse 
the internet while keeping tabs on your in box, or work on a 
Microsoft Word document while keeping up with all the latest 
news. What's more, it doesn't matter if you 're using one of the 
sleek new Modern Ul apps from the Start menu, or a classic 
application from the desktop from a previous version of 
Windows- Snap just works. It's designed to make working 
in multiple apps easier than ever. 
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II Switch your apps 
It's quick and easy 

Windows 8 makes it simple to switch 
between apps. While the traditional 
keyboard shortcuts still work-
[Ait] + [Tab] or [Windows] + [Tab]­
touchscreens give you a whole new way 
of moving between programs. Just flick 
in from the left and you can rapidly move 
between open applications, or switch to 
the desktop view. Each app will appear as 
an image of the screen itself-just stop 
flicking to settle on the screen you want 
to see. lf you don't have a touchscreen, 
simply place your pointer in the bottom 
left to see the Start screen icon and move 
your mouse straight up. Previews of all 
the open apps will appear and you can 
select the one you need. In the Desktop 
app, switching works just as before and 
you can move between open Desktop 
apps using the task bar. 

• 
Personalise your Live Tiles 
Start by adding a colour scheme 

The Start menu is made up of square or rectangular icons called 
tiles. Each one represents a different app on your system, but 
these aren't just icons- some are Live Tiles. This means the Mail 
icon can display your latest messages and you can see the next 
appointment in your Calendar, to name but two examples. You 
can move these around by clicking and holding on a tile, before 
dragging them to where you want them. Windows 8 is designed 
to be a colourful and beautiful experience, and it's easy to make 
it your own. To give the Start screen a colour scheme of your 
choosing, go to 'Settings', click or tap 'Personalization' and 
choose 'Start screen '. 



IIlii Share and share alike 
Ill Bring family and friends together 
Sharing is a big part of Windows 8 and being able to show your 
friends, family and colleagues things you've discovered with your 
PC is integral to your experience. All operating systems will let you 
browse hotels online, many have apps for finding reviews and 
deals, but only Windows 8 has a built-in sharing tool to let you 
send what you've found to your contacts and social networks. 
You can do this via the Charm bar, which is accessed from the 
right-hand side of the screen. Hit 'Sharing' and a number of 
options will appear. It's the same for any app in Windows, so there 
are no hidden options and no confusion, just a single way to share 
your finds with those who matter. 

II Get pinning 
Windows 8 is a pinboard for your life 

Unlike other operating systems the Start screen isn't just for apps. 
You can add anything from your favourite websites, contacts from 
the People app and even books from the Kindle Store to the 
home page, so you can have the things you love at yourfingertips. 

• June 2012 

II Find anything 
Advanced searching 

Windows 8 is built to enable you to find 
what you want from a single location and 
that's done via the Search charm. The 
Charm bar is accessed from the right-hand 
edge (see page 101 for more details) and 
enables you to search Windows and apps 
alike. Instead of searching your email, the 
internet, Facebook and Twitter separately, 
one search term rules them, all putting 
information at your fingertips. If you 're 
using a Windows 81aptop, then searching 
is even quicker. Just start typing anywhere 
and the Search Charm will fire into life 
immediately, letting you find whatever 
you need. It's a new way of working, but 
one that makes using your Windows 
computer so much easier-therefore next 
time you need to find that email or file, just 
search instead. 
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-· -· Expert 

T 

Enjoy getting hands-on with Windows 8 

Select or perform an action 

l 

Tapping something causes an action, such as launching an app or 
following a link. Tap your apps to fire them into life. 
Using a mouse? Click an item in the Start screen to perform an 
action such as opening an app. 

Get more options 

lr 
.___ _____ j ___ --\ 

I 
I 
\ 

l 

You can see details when you press and hold.ln some cases, 
pressing and holding opens a menu with more options. 
Using a mouse? Point to an item and hover the mouse for a 
couple of seconds to see more options. 

App-specific commands 

App commands are revealed by swiping from the bottom or top 
edge of the screen. 
Using a mouse? Right-click anywhere to see commands, which 
will depend on the specific app. 

Drag and move items 

This is mostly used to pan or scroll through lists and pages, but 
you can use it for other interactions, too. 
Using a mouse? Click, hold and drag to pan or scroll and you 'll 
be able to move items, releasing the button to drop it. 



Find recently used apps 

Swiping in and back out on the left brings up the most recently 
used apps and you can select an app from that list. 
Using a mouse? Place the mouse in the top left and slide down 
the left side of the screen to see recently used apps. 

Zoom in and out 
{] 

DO 

J 
I 
I 
\ 

You can start zooming by pinching or stretching two fingers on 
the screen to enlarge or reduce the size. 
Using a mouse? Hold down the [Ctrl] key while using the mouse 
wheel. Alternatively, click the minus symbol in the bottom right. 

\ ( 
Hold two or more fingers on an object and rotate. You can turn 
the whole screen 90 degrees when you rotate your device. 
Using a mouse? Support for rotating an object depends on the 
specific app. 

Close an application 

Unused apps don't affect your performance, but if you want to 
close one anyway, just drag the app to the bottom of the screen. 
Using a mouse? Click the top of the app and drag it to the 
bottom of the screen. 

Settings commands and search 

Swipe from the right side to reveal the Charms with system 
commands such as search, settings and sharing options. 
Using a mouse? Place the mouse in the upper or lower right 
corner of the screen and move your mouse up the right edge. 

Switch between apps 

Swiping from the left revea ls thumbnails of your open apps so you 
can switch to them quickly. 
Using a mouse? Place the mouse pointer in the upper-left and 
click to cycle through apps. 

II 
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-· -· Expert 

Movies, music & games at your fingertips 

Games alore 
The new home of gaming in 
Windows 8 is the Xbox Live Games 
app, but you can also buy games 
in the Windows Store. It offers the 
best of everything, from the latest 
big-budget releases to simple 
timewasters, and works whether 
you 're using a touch-based device 
or a keyboard and mouse. 

All about Xbox 
The Xbox Windows Games 
Marketplace and Xbox Games 
Marketplace are also included in 
the Xbox Live Games app. This 
means you can not only buy and 
download new games to play on 
your Windows 8 computer from 
here, you can also get games for 
your Xbox console. 

Gamerscore 
The Xbox Live Games app signs 
into your Xbox Live or Microsoft 
Account so you can keep track of 
your Gamerscore from your 
Windows 8 PC or tablet. What's 
more, you can boost your 
Gamerscore by playing on your 
PC- even with classics such as 
Minesweeper and Mahjong . 

Use our avatar 
As part of the Xbox Live 
integration, you can access your 
Xbox profile and Achievements 
list and can create yourself an 
avatar if you don't already have 
one. Game saves will no longer be 
limited to one device either and 
you can save games across the 
platforms via the internet too. 



Import our tunes 
Windows 8 can import all the 
music from your old computer. 
You're not restricted to music in 
your music library either-you can 
open a file from anywhere. 

Rentandbu 
With the Video app, you can rent 
or buy films and TV shows. Click 
or tap an image to see a synopsis, 
running time and more. Click 
back to see other options. 

The Music app includes a 
Marketplace where you can 
browse for and buy new songs. 
Music is downloaded directly to 
your library. 

You can also listen to music via the 
Xbox Music service, which enables 
you to access a world of new tunes 
on your Windows 8 device as well 
as X box and Windows Phone! 

W1th Xbox LIVE 
1t's more than JUSt a game 

Store and view 
All your own videos are displayed 
within the Video app. You can also 
open a video within the Video app 
even if it isn't part of your library. 
Just tap or click and select it. 

PlayonXbox 
Click the movie you want to watch 
and you'll see there's the option to 
'Play on Xbox'. If you have an Xbox 
hooked up to your TV, you can 
send the video directly to it. 

Of course, the built-in app isn't the 
only way to access great music via 
your PC- you can also download 
and stream music from web­
based services, such as Spotify. 

ideo on other apps 
Other video providers such 
as Dailymotion have already 
released apps for Windows 8, so 
you can keep up to date with the 
latest videos uploaded worldwide. 

II 
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Enjoy a new mobile experience 

Anew beginning 
Windows Phone 8 has a flexible 
layout and support for the latest 
mobile technology. All Windows 
Phone 7 apps run on Windows Phone 8 
handsets, and the new features mean 
enhanced games, even crisper audio and 
improved video playback. Windows 
Phone 8 uses Internet Explorer 10 to 
allow even faster web browsing, 
complete with phishing filter and 
SmartScreen- a service that makes it 
harder for malicious sites to trick you into 
giving away personal information. 

Better hardware 
The new Windows Phone introduces 
support for dual-core mobile phone 
processors, as well as an HD-quality 
screen. You can also hot-swap microSD 
cards to install apps and media, or save 
larger files onto. There's support for 
multitasking so, for example, you can 
leave turn-by-turn navigation running 
while you adjust your music. Microsoft's 
Wallet Hub is another addition. It's a 
mobile payment app that enables you to 
use digital coupons, loyalty cards and 
pay for goods all from a central location. 

The new Start screen 
Windows Phone 8 uses Live Tiles to give 
you up-to-date information at a glance. 
You can also resize the tiles and decide 
how to arrange them on your Start 
screen. There's a new small tile size and 
you can fit four of those in the old 
Windows Phone 7 tile size. The Start 
screen gives you even more live 
information because you can fit in so 
many more Live Tiles. You can prioritise 
the most important ones by giving them 
more space and give others just enough 
room to show their icon. 

Your phone as you want 
The layout is completely flexible- press 
and hold a tile to unpin it and drag it to 
a new position. Press the arrow that 
appears on the bottom of the tile to cycle 
through the small, medium and large 
sizes. You can still have two of the 
medium tiles side-by-side in Windows 7, 
but you can have much smaller tiles if 
you want to, resulting in a far more 
flexible layout. We reckon you'll want a 
mix of small and medium tiles, with a 
couple of the 'double-wide' large tiles for 
apps that show a lot of information. 

,. ' 
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Poor PC performance is a thing of the past 

PC sett1ngs 
SeiJ<ch 

Share 

PIIVJC)' 

Dellices 

w..-s 
E.asc ot Ac<:css 

Syn<; yoor seumgs 

Homt'(;~lp 

WIOCiaw\ Upda e 

Refresh your PC 
Give your PC a shop-fresh feel 
Unlike previous versions of Windows, Windows 8 makes it easy to 
wipe the slate clean and return your PC to the way it was when it 
was new (getting rid of all your data). Or, if you don't want to be so 
drastic, you can refresh your PC and simply restore the operating 
system to full working order without affecting your fi les and 
folders. These options are available within the PC settings app. 
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PC se 1r>gs 

Boost privacy 

PC sett ng 

-

Home Group 
Sharing made easy 
Using HomeGroup you can seamlessly 
connect to other Windows 7 and 
Windows 8 computers on your network 
simply by tapping in a password. Choose 
to share whatever types of files you 
choose- Documents, Music, Pictures 
and Videos- as well as give other PCs 
on your network access to a printer. 

0 
,Auto 
; updates 

Check thatyourPC 
has all the latest 
settings by using 
Windows Update. 

, It should work 
automatically, 
but some updates 
are optional. 

Choose your options 

Advanced Startup 
Windows 8 features a Privacy area 
within the PC Settings app. Here you 
can determine whether Windows 8 
apps are allowed to access your location, 
as well as whether they can access other 
details such as your name and account 
picture. It's important that you keep on 
top of these details. 

Start up from a device or disc 
Advanced Startup is for when you need to do a more advanced 
reinstall of Windows. This option will restart your PC so you can 
perform the installation. You can also change startup settings here. 

Ill 



E 

Pin these must-have apps today 

OneNoteMX 
Take notes anywhere 
Everyone uses their Windows computer 
for surfing the internet and more often 
than not, that involves planning your 
holidays and travels, finding new recipes 
and any kind of research. OneNote MX is 
an app version of the popular office tool, 
which lets you create huge notebooks 
full of ideas and findings from the web. 
You can copy and paste web pages in, 
type notes and then share them between 
devices. OneNote MX isn't just limited to 
Windows PCs. It 's available on tablets 
and smartphones too, so you can have 
access to that bespoke recipe book, or 
awesome travel journal wherever you 
are in the world. What 's more, if your 
Windows tablet is compatible with a 
pen or stylus, as many are, you can write 
hand-drawn notes as if it was an 
old-fashioned pad. 

FotoEditor 
Edit and share your photos and memories 
This nifty free app enables you to make quick edits to your photos 
so that they look their best when posting to social networking 
sites. You can add filters and crop out the bits you don't need 
before saving your image, ready to be shared and enjoyed. 

® Only Katy Perry 
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Tuba.FM 
Discover music you love in Windows 8 
Music and entertainment is a huge part of Windows 8, so this app 
for discovering new tunes you'll love is essential. Tuba.FM starts 
you off with an artist you like, then takes you on a journey of 
discovery through similar artists. 



National Rail 

iCookbook 
Mouth-watering photography 
This recipe app by Bewise is the best 
we've yet seen for the Modern- Ul style. 
Along with over 200,000 recipes, we're 
also impressed by its food photography. 
In fact, we're a bit too impressed with it, 
as it keeps making us rather hungry. Time 
has been taken to make sure it's useful 
for following recipes and everything is 
presented in a nice large font. 

Never miss your train home again 
This smart app not only lets you find information about your 
train home, but also enables you to pin your local station to 
the Windows 8 Start screen. It puts an end to laborious 
searches on the internet, instead giving you access to the 
information you need straight from your Windows 8 screen. 
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Read the latest titles 

Daily Motion 

Sky News 
Stylish picture-led layouts 
One of the finest news apps available for the Windows 8 interface, 
Sky News has gone for a picture-led layout. The top stories greet 
you as you enter the app and you can scroll right to see available 
videos and categories. UK News, World News, Business, Politics, 
Showbiz and Sport are the main ones, though there's another 
called Strange for those quirky stories you might have missed. 
Clicking into a story shows you the text in a nice readable font that 
works well whether you have a touchscreen device or are just 
reading on a desktop PC. You can tap or click the right or left of 
the screen to switch between stories, so if you 're using a tablet 
you can use your thumbs to tap through all the stories in the app. 
It's a really nice implementation for Windows 8. 

You'll already know Amazon's Kindle 
devices well, but did you know that the 
books that you 've downloaded can be 
made available to read on other devices? 
This Windows 8 app will sync your Kindle 
books and you can start reading again 
from where you left off and enjoy any 
custom reading settings you 've set up 
across devices. 

One-stop-shop for amazing entertainment 
If you think of You Tube and strip out the annoying homemade 
videos made by one of the internet's most vile communities, you 
have Daily Motion. It's a world of great video entertainment and 
this app deserves to take pride of place on your Start screen. 
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PC Specialist recommends Windows® 8 

"A-..ounded PC wtth emple ~In alare:>a. Four 
physical coteS mal<e ~ cHp leMa~ lor~ such as 
Photoshop or Premoere" • Tom Morpan. Expett R..-.s 

Vanquish Elite 560 PC 
• 3rd Gen Intel® Core'" l5-3570K Processor 
• Genuine Windows 8 Operating System 
• 8GB Kingston Hyper-X 1600MHz RAM 
• 1TB Senal ATA Ill Hard Drive 
• 1GB NVIOIA GeForce GTX 560 GraphiCS 
• FSP 450W Dual Rail Power Supply 
• CoolerMaster Elite 310 Blue Case 
• 24" Wldescreen TFT Monitor (1920 x 1080) 
• 3 Year Silver Warranty 

from£799* 
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Vortex 1000 Gaming PC 
• 3rd Gen Intel® Core"' i5-3570K Processor 
• Genuine Windows 8 Operating System 
• 8GB Kingston Hyper-X 1600MHz RAM 
• 120GB Intel® 520 SSO + 1TB SATA Ill HOD 
• 2GB NVIDIA GeForce GTX 660Tl Graphics 
• 24x Dual layer DVO-Writer 
• Corsair TX650 Power Supply 
• CoolerMaster Storm Enforcer Case 
• 3 Year Silver Warranty 

from£999* 

• 17 3" Wodesceen Display (1920 x 1080) 
• Genuine Windows a Opers tlng System 
• 3rd Gen lnteiiiD Core"' f1·3320M Proce&Sor 
· 8GB Samsung® OOR3 1333MhZ RAM 
• 120GB lnteiiiD 520 Series Sarod State Onve 
· 1GB nVidia GeForce GTX 660M GraphiCS 
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• 3 Year Silver Warranty 

1 Windows8 
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Vortex Destroyer PC 
• 2nd Gen Intel® Core'" i7 -3820 Processor 
• Genuine Wlndows 8 Operating System 
• 16GB Kingston Hyper-X 1600MHz RAM 
• 120GB Intel® 520 SSO + 2TB Seagate HOD 
• 2GB nVIdia GeForce GTX 680 Graphics 
• Corsair TX850 Power Supply 
• Fractal Design R3 Quiet Case 
• Razer Gaming Keyboard & Mouse 
• 3 Year Silver Warranty 

from £17 49 inc VAT 
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• 8GB Kingston Hyper-X 1600MHz RAM 
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• 3 Year Solver Warranty 
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Save £15 off every order! Enter code PR011 

For the latest technology and most powerful custom PCs & Laptops, call or go online! 
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EXCLUSIVELY LAUNCHED WITH MISCO* 
MISCO SELL GENUINE WINDOWS 8 

Samsung ATIVsmart PC~ 
Simple, Powerful, Beautiful 

Enhanced Mobility 
The form factor turns the Samsung ATIV 
Smart PC Pro in to a slate PC, giving 
you limitless options for creation, even on 
the go. 
• Slimmer and lighter form-factor 

(11.89mm, 884g) 
· Form factor for flexible switch 

(NPC <->tablet mode) 
• S-Pen, S-Note with analog drawing and 

insertion of multimedia contents 
• Genuine Pre-installed Windows 8 

Professional (64 bit) 
• Intel Core iS processor 
·Up to 4GB DDR3 system memory 
• 8 hours battery life 
• Wi-Fi and Optional 4G/3G/LTE connectivity 
• Optimised for touch with Samsung 10 point 

multi-touch technology. 

Order: NN198732 

£954.17 ExVAT 

Combining the power of a notebook PC and the convenience 
of a media tablet with a unique and revolutionary design. 
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