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PREFACE

Unexplained (GEUU) presents com-

prehensive and objective information
on unexplained mysteries, paranormal abili-
ties, supernatural events, religious phenome-
na, magic, UFOs, and myths that have
evolved into cultural realities. This extensive
three-volume work is a valuable tool provid-
ing users the opportunity to evaluate the
many claims and counterclaims regarding the
mysterious and unknown. Many of these
claims have been brought to the forefront
from television, motion pictures, radio talk
shows, best-selling books, and the Internet.

, he Gale Encyclopedia of the Unusual and

There has been a conscious effort to pro-
vide reliable and authoritative information in
the most objective and factual way possible, to
present multiple viewpoints for controversial
subject topics, and to avoid sensationalism
that taints the credibility of the subject mat-
ter. The manner of presentation enables read-
ers to utilize their critical thinking skills to
separate fact from fiction, opinion from
dogma, and truth from legend regarding enig-
mas that have intrigued, baffled, and inspired
humankind over the centuries.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
AID ADViISORS

Brad E. Steiger has written over 150 books
with over 17 million copies in print. His vast
writing experience includes biographies,
books of inspiration, phenomenon and the
paranormal, spirituality, UFO research, and
crimes. His first articles on the paranormal
appeared in 1954 and, today, he has produced
over 2,000 articles on such themes. Steiger
has appeared on such television programs as
Nightline with Ted Koppel, ABC Evening News
with Peter Jennings, NBC Evening News with
Tom Brokaw, This Week (with David Brinkley,
Sam Donaldson, and Cokie Roberts), The
Mike Douglas Show, The David Susskind Show,
The Joan Rivers Show, Entertainment Tonight,
Haunted Hollywood, Inside Edition, The Unex-
plained, and Giants: The Myth and the Mystery.
Sherry Hansen Steiger is a co-author of 24
books on a variety of topics on the unusual
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PREFACE

and unexplained with her husband Brad. Her
continual studies in alternative medicine and
therapies led to the 1992 official creation of
The Office of Alternative Medicine under the
Institutes of Health, Education and Welfare in
Bethesda, Maryland. Both Steigers have
served as consultants for such television shows
as Sightings and Unsolved Mysteries.

The advisors for GEUU are Judy T. Nel-
son, the Youth Services Coordinator for the
Pierce County Library System in Tacoma,
Washington; Lee Sprince, former Head of
Youth Services for the Broward County Main
Library in Fort Lauderdale, Florida; and Brad
E. Steiger, author of Gale’s former Visible Ink
Press title The Werewolf Book: The Encyclopedia
of Shape-Shifting Things. For GEUU, both Nel-
son and Sprince were consulted on GEUU’s
subject content, its appropriateness, and for-
mat; Steiger advised on the content’s organiza-

tion before he became the author of GEUU.

FoOrRmAT

The Gale Encyclopedia of the Unusual and
Unexplained consists of fourteen broad-subject
chapters covering a wide range of high-inter-
est topics: Afterlife Mysteries; Mediums and
Mystics; Religious Phenomena; Mystery Reli-
gions and Cults; Secret Societies; Magic and
Sorcery; Prophecy and Divination; Objects of
Mystery and Power; Places of Mystery and
Power; Ghosts and Phantoms; Mysterious
Creatures; Mysteries of the Mind; Supersti-
tions, Strange Customs, Taboos, and Urban
Legends; and Invaders from Outer Space.
Each chapter begins with an Overview that
summarizes the chapter’s concept in a few
brief sentences. Then the Chapter Explo-
ration provides a complete outline of the
chapter, listing all topics and subtopics there-
in, so that the user can understand the interre-
lationships between the chapter’s topics and
its subtopics. An Introduction consisting of 6
to 12 paragraphs follows; it broadly describes
the chapter’s theme. Then each topic is
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explored, along with each subtopic, develop-
ing relevant concepts, geographic places, per-
sons, practices, etc. After each topic, a Delv-
ing Deeper section provides complete biblio-
graphical citations of books, periodicals, tele-
vision programs, Internet sites, movies, and
theses used, and provides users with further
research opportunities. Boldfaced cross-refer-
ences are used to guide users from the text to
related entries found elsewhere in the three
volumes. Sidebars supplement the text with
unusual facts, features, and biographies, as
well as descriptions of web sites, etc.

Each chapter contains photographs, line
drawings, and original graphics that were cho-
sen to complement the text; in all three vol-
umes, over 250 images enliven the text. Many
of these images are provided by Fortean Pic-
ture Library—"a pictorial archive of mysteries
and strange phenomena”—and from the per-
sonal archives of the author, Brad Steiger. At
the end of each chapter, a glossary, called
Making the Connection, lists significant
terms, theories, and practices mentioned
within the text. A comprehensive glossary of
the terms used throughout all three volumes
can be found at the end of each volume.

Each volume has a cumulative Table of
Contents allowing users to see the organiza-
tion of each chapter at a glance. The Cumula-
tive Index, found in each volume, is an alpha-
betic arrangement of all people, places,
images, and concepts found in the text. The
page references to the terms include the vol-
ume number as well as the page number;
images are denoted by italicized page numbers.

User COMMENTS
ARE WELCOIIE

Users having comments, corrections, or
suggestions can contact the editor at the fol-
lowing address: Gale Encyclopedia of the
Unusual and Unexplained, The Gale Group,
Inc., 27500 Drake Rd., Farmington Hills, MI
48331-3535.
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UTNDERSTAINIDING
THE Unknown

The belief in a reality that transcends our
everyday existence is as old as humanity itself
and it continues to the present day. In fact, in
recent years there has been a tremendous surge
of interest in the paranormal and the supernat-
ural. People speak freely of guardian angels, a
belief in life after death, an acceptance of
extrasensory perception (ESP), and the exis-
tence of ghosts. In a Gallup Poll released on
June 10, 2001, the survey administrators found
that 54 percent of Americans believe in spiri-
tual or faith healing; 41 percent acknowledge
that people can be possessed by the devil; 50
percent accept the reality of ESP; 32 percent
believe in the power of prophecy; and 38 per-
cent agree that ghosts and spirits exist.

What are the origins of these age-old
beliefs? Are they natural phenomenon that
can be understood by the physical sciences?
Some scientists are suggesting that such mysti-
cal experiences can be explained in terms of
neural transmitters, neural networks, and
brain chemistry. Perhaps the feeling of tran-
scendence that mystics describe could be the
result of decreased activity in the brain’s pari-
etal lobe, which helps regulate the sense of self
and physical orientation. Perhaps the human
brain is wired for mystical experiences and the
flash of wisdom that illuminated the Buddha,
the voices that Mohammed and Moses heard
in the wilderness, and the dialogues that Jesus
had with the Father were the result of brain
chemistry and may someday be completely
explained in scientific terms.

Perhaps the origin of these beliefs is to be
found in psychology? Humankind’s fascination
with the unknown quite likely began with the
most basic of human emotions—fear. Early
humans faced the constant danger of being
attacked by predators, of being killed by people
from other tribes, or of falling victim to the
sudden fury of a natural disaster, such as flood,
fire, or avalanche. Nearly all of these violent
encounters brought about the death of a friend
or family member, so one may surmise that
chief among the mysteries that troubled early
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humans was the same one that haunts man
today: What happens when someone dies?

But belief in the unknown may be more
than brain chemistry or a figment of our fears.
Perhaps there is some spiritual reality that is
outside of us, but with which one can some-
how communicate? Perhaps the physical activ-
ity of the brain or psychological state (the two
are of course related) may be only a precondi-
tion or a conduit to a transcendent world? The
central mystery may always remain.

GHOSTLY ENTITIES ATID
URBAIIT LEGENDS

There is not a single known culture on plan-
et Earth that does not have its ghost stories, and
one can determine from Paleolithic cave paint-
ings that the belief that there is something with-
in the human body that survives physical death
is at least 50,000 years old. If there is a single
unifying factor in the arena of the unknown and
the unexplained it is the universality of
accounts of ghostly entities. Of course, not
everyone agrees on the exact nature of ghosts.
Some insist that the appearance of ghosts prove
survival after death. Others state that such phe-
nomena represent other dimensions of reality.

And then there are the skeptics who group
most ghost stories in the category of “Urban
Legends,” those unverifiable stories about out-
landish, humorous, frightening, or supernatur-
al events. In some instances, the stories are
based on actual occurrences that have in their
telling and retelling been exaggerated or dis-
torted. Other urban legends have their origins
in people misinterpreting or misunderstanding
stories that they have heard or read in the
media or from actual witnesses of an event.
There is usually some distance between the
narrator and his tale; all urban legends claim
that the story always happened to someone
else, most often “a friend of a friend.”

THE ROOTS OF SUPERSTITIiON

Whatever their basis in reality, certain
beliefs and practices of primitive people
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helped ease their fear and the feeling of help-
lessness that arose from the precariousness of
their existence. Others in the community who
took careful note of their behavior ritualized
the stories of those who had faced great dan-
gers and survived. In such rituals lies the ori-
gin of “superstition,” a belief that certain
repeated actions or words will bring the prac-
titioner luck or ward off evil. Ancient super-
stitions survive today in such common prac-
tices as tossing a pinch of salt over the shoul-
der or whispering a blessing after a sneeze to
assure good fortune.

The earliest traces of magical practices are
found in the European caves of the Paleolithic
Age, c. 50,000 B.C.E. in which it seems clear
that early humans sought supernatural means
to placate the spirits of the animals they killed
for food, to dispel the restless spirits of the
humans they had slain, or to bring peace to
the spirits of their deceased tribal kin. It was at
this time that early humans began to believe
that there could be supernatural powers in a
charm, a spell, or a ritual to work good or evil
on their enemies. Practices, such as imitating
the animal of the hunt through preparatory
dance, cutting off a bit of an enemy’s hair or
clothing to be used in a charm against him, or
invoking evil spirits to cause harm to others,
eventually gained a higher level of sophistica-
tion and evolved into more formal religious
practices.

As such beliefs developed, certain tribal
members were elevated in status to shaman
and magician because of their ability to
communicate with the spirit worlds, to
influence the weather, to heal the sick, and
to interpret dreams. Shamans entered a
trance-like condition separating them from
life’s mundane existence and allowing them
to enter a state of heightened spiritual
awareness. According to anthropologists,
shamanic methods are remarkably similar
throughout the world. In our own time,
Spiritualist mediums who claim to be able
to communicate with the dead remain pop-
ular as guides for contemporary men and
women, and such individuals as John
Edward, James Van Praagh, and Sylvia
Browne issue advice from the Other Side on
syndicated television programs.
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ITONSTERS AND
[TiGHT TERRORS

Stone Age humans had good reason to fear
the monsters that emerged from the darkness.
Saber-tooth tigers stalked man, cave bears
mauled them, and rival hominid species—
many appearing more animal-like than
human—struggled against them for domi-
nance. The memories of the ancient night ter-
rors surface in dreams and imagination, a kind
of psychic residue of primitive fears. Anthro-
pologists have observed that such half-human,
half-animal monsters as the werewolf and
other werecreatures were painted by Stone
Age artists more than 10,000 years ago. Some
of the world’s oldest art found on ancient sites
in Europe, Africa, and Australia depict ani-
mal-human hybrids. Such “therianthropes,” or
hybrid beings, appear to be the only common
denominator in primitive art around the plan-
et. These werewolves, were-lions, and were-
bats belonged to an imagined world which
early humans saw as powerful, dangerous, and
frightening.

Images of these creatures persisted into the
historical period. The ancient Egyptians often
depicted their gods as human-animal hybrids.
Pharaoh identified himself with the god Horus,
who could be represented as a falcon or a fal-
con-headed human. Anubis, the god of the
necropolis, can be shown as a jackal-headed
man, probably because such carrion-eating
jackals prowled Egyptian cemeteries. Many
other civilizations felt the power of these kinds
of images. For example, the ancient Greeks
fashioned the minotaur (half-human, half-
bull), the satyr (half-human, half-goat), the
harpy (half-woman, half-bird) and a host of
other hybrid entities—the vast majority unfa-
vorably disposed toward humankind. Examples
could be found in other cultures as well.

CusToms A1D TABOOS

In 2001, scientists were surprised when
bits of stone etched with intricate patterns
found in the Blombos Cave, east of Cape
Town on the southern African shores of the
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Indian Ocean, were dated at 77,000 years old,
thereby indicating that ancient humans were
capable of complex behavior and abstract
thought thousands of years earlier than previ-
ously believed. In Europe, numerous sites have
been excavated and artifacts unearthed that
prove that structured behavior with customs
and taboos existed about 40,000 years ago.

Customs are those activities that have
been approved by a social group and have
been handed down from generation to gener-
ation until they have become habitual. When
an action or activity violates behavior consid-
ered appropriate by a social group, it is
labeled a “taboo,” a word borrowed from the
Polynesians of the South Pacific. An act that
is taboo is forbidden, and those who trans-
gress may be ostracized by others or, in
extreme instances, killed.

However, customs vary from culture to
culture, and customary actions in one society
may be considered improper in another.
While the marriage of near-blood relations is
prohibited in contemporary civilization, in
earlier societies it was quite common. The
ancient brother and sister gods of Egypt, Osiris
and Isis, provided an example for pharaohs,
who at times married their sisters. Polygamy,
the marriage of one man and several women
or one woman and several men, is prohibited
in modern civilization, but there are still reli-
gious groups in nearly every nation who justify
plural marriages as being ordained by the deity
they worship. Adultery, an act of infidelity on
the part of a married individual, is one of the
most universal taboos. The code of Moses
condemned both parties involved in the act to
be stoned to death. Hindu religious doctrines
demand the death, mutilation, or humiliation
of both men and women, depending upon the
caste of the guilty parties.

Taboos can change within a society over
time. Many acts that were once considered
forbidden have developed into an acceptable
social activity. While some of the old customs
and taboos surrounding courtship and mar-
riage, hospitality and etiquette, and burials
and funerals may seem amusing or quaint,
primitive or savage, certain elements of such
acts as capturing one’s bride have been pre-
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served in many traditions that are still prac-
ticed in the modern marriage ceremony.

BELIiEF inmt A1 AFTERLIFE

Belief in the survival of some part of us
after death may also be as old as the human
race. Although one cannot be certain the ear-
liest members of man’s species (Homo sapiens
¢. 30,000 B.C.E.) conducted burial rituals that
would qualify them as believers in an afterlife,
one does know they buried their dead with
care and consideration and included food,
weapons, and various personal belongings
with the body. Anthropologists have also dis-
covered the Neanderthal species (c. 100,000
B.C.E.) placed food, stone implements, and
decorative shells and bones with the deceased.
Because of the placement of such funerary
objects in the graves, one may safely conjec-
ture that these prehistoric people believed
death was not the end. There was some part of
the deceased requiring nourishment, clothing,
and protection in order to journey safely in
another kind of existence beyond the grave.
This belief persisted into more recent histori-
cal times. The ancient Egyptians had a highly
developed concept of life after death, devoting
much thought and effort to their eternal well-
being, and they were not the only early civi-
lization to be concerned about an afterlife.

With all their diversity of beliefs, the
major religions of today are in accord in one
essential teaching: Human beings are immor-
tal and their spirit comes from a divine world
and may eventually return there. The part of
the human being that survives death is known
in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam as the
soul—the very essence of the individual per-
son that must answer for its earthly deeds,
good or bad. Hinduism perceives this spiritual
essence as the divine Self, the Atman, and
Buddhism believes it to be the summation of
conditions and causes. Of the major world
religions, only Buddhism does not perceive an
eternal metaphysical aspect of the human per-
sonality in the same way that the others do.
However, all the major faiths believe that
after the spirit has left the body, it moves on to
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another existence. The physical body is a tem-
porary possession that a human has, not what
a person is.

The mystery of what happens when the soul
leaves the body remains an enigma in the teach-
ings of the major religions; however, as more
and more individuals are retrieved from clinical
death by the miracles of modern medicine, liter-
ature describing near-death-experiences has
arisen which depicts a transition into another
world or dimension of consciousness wherein
the deceased are met by beings of light. Many of
those who have returned to life after such an
experience also speak of a life-review of their
deeds and misdeeds from childhood to the

moment of the near-death encounter.

PROPHECY AnD Divinarion

The desire to foresee the future quite likely
began when early humans began to perceive
that they were a part of nature, subject to its
limitations and laws, and that they were seem-
ingly powerless to alter those laws. Mysterious
supernatural forces—sometimes benign, often
hostile—appeared to be in control of human
existence.

Divination, the method of obtaining
knowledge of the future by means of omens or
sacred objects, has been practiced in all soci-
eties, whether primitive or civilized. The
ancient Chaldeans read the will of the gods in
the star-jeweled heavens. The children of
[srael sought the word of the Lord in the jewels
of the Ephod. Pharaoh elevated Joseph from
his prison cell to the office of chief minister of
Egypt and staked the survival of his kingdom
on Joseph’s interpretation of his dreams. In the
same land of Egypt, priests of Isis and Ra lis-
tened as those deities spoke through the
unmoving lips of the stone Sphinx.

Throughout the centuries, soothsayers and
seers have sought to predict the destiny of
their clients by interpreting signs in the
entrails of animals, the movements of the stars
in the heavens, the reflections in a crystal
ball, the spread of a deck of cards, and even
messages from the dead. All of these ancient
practices are still being utilized today by those
who wish to know the future.

E UNUSUAL AND UNEXPLAINED
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OBJECTS AnD PLACES OF
TySTERY A11D POWER

Objects of mystery and power that become
influential in a person’s life can be an every-
day item that an individual has come to
believe will bring good fortune, such as an
article of clothing that was worn when some
great personal success was achieved or an
amulet that has been passed on from genera-
tion to generation. In addition to such items
of personal significance, some individuals
have prized objects that reportedly brought
victory or good fortune to heroes of long ago.
Still others have searched for mysterious relics
filled with supernatural attributes that were
credited with accomplishing miracles in the
past. No physical evidence is available to
determine that such an object as the Ark of
the Covenant ever existed, but its present
location continues to be sought. The Holy
Grail, the cup from which Jesus drank at the
Last Supper, is never mentioned in the Bible,
but by medieval times it had been popularized
as the holiest relic in Christendom.

In addition to bestowing mystery and
power upon certain objects, humans have
always found or created places that are sacred
to them—sites where they might gather to
participate in religious rituals or where they
might retreat for solitude and reflection. In
such places, many people claim to experience
a sense of the sublime. Others, while in a
solemn place of worship or in a natural set-
ting, attest to feeling a special energy that rais-
es their consciousness and perhaps even heals
their physical body.

Mysterious megaliths (large stones) were
those placed at a special location by ancient
people. Such sites include the standing stones
of Brittany, the Bighorn Medicine Wheel in
Wyoming, and the monuments of Easter
[sland. All of these places were ostensibly sig-
nificant to an ancient society or religion, but
many were long abandoned by the time they
became known to today’s world and their sig-
nificance remains unexplained.

The most well-known megalithic struc-
tures are Stonehenge in Great Britain and the
complex of pyramids and the Great Sphinx in
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Egypt. Like many such ancient places, those
sites have been examined and speculated
upon for centuries, yet they still continue to
conceal secrets and occasionally yield surpris-
ing information that forces new historical
interpretations of past societies.

There are other places that have become
mysterious sites because of unusual occur-
rences. The claimed miraculous healing at
Lourdes, France, the accounts of spiritual illu-
mination at Jerusalem and Mecca, and the
sacred visions at Taos, New Mexico, provide
testimonies of faith and wonder that must be
assessed by each individual.

There are also the “lost” civilizations and
mysterious places that may never have existed
beyond the human imagination. More than
2,500 years ago, legends first began about
Atlantis, an ideal society that enjoyed an
abundance of natural resources, great military
power, splendid building and engineering
feats, and intellectual achievements far
advanced over those of other lands. This
ancient society was described as existing on a
continent-sized area with rich soil, plentiful
pure water, abundant vegetation, and such
mineral wealth that gold was inlaid in build-
ings. In the ensuing centuries, no conclusive
evidence of Atlantis has been found, but its
attributes have expanded to include engineer-
ing and technological feats that enhance its
legendary status.

Sometimes legends come to life. The Lost
City of Willkapanpa the Old, a city rumored
to consist primarily of Incan rulers and sol-
diers, was not discovered until 1912 when a
historian from Yale University found the site
now known as Machu Picchu hidden at 8,000
feet in altitude between two mountains,
Huayana Picchu (“young mountain”) and
Machu Picchu (“ancient mountain”) in Peru.

MIYSTERY SCHOOLS
AnD CULTS

Once a religion has become firmly estab-
lished in a society, dissatisfied members often
will break away from the larger group to create
what they believe to be a more valid form of
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religious expression. Sometimes such splinter
groups are organized around the revelations
and visions of a single individual, who is rec-
ognized as a prophet by his or her followers.
Because the new teachings may be judged as
heretical to the original body of worshippers,
those who follow the new revelations are
branded as cultists or heretics.

Even in ancient times, the dissenters were
forced to meet in secret because of oppression
by the established group or because of their
desire to hide their practices. Since only devo-
tees could know the truths of their faith,
adherents were required to maintain the
strictest silence regarding their rites and ritu-
als. The term “mysteries” or “mystery religion”
is applied to these beliefs. The word “mystery”
comes from the Greek word myein, “to close,”
referring to the need of the mystes, the initi-
ate, to close his or her eyes and the lips and to
keep secret the rites of the cult.

In ancient Greece, postulants of the mys-
tery religions had to undergo a rigorous initia-
tion that disciplined both their mind and
body. In order to attain the self-mastery
demanded by the priests of the mysteries, the
neophytes understood that they must restruc-
ture their physical, moral, and spiritual being
to gain access to the hidden forces in the uni-
verse. Only through complete mastery of one-
self could one see beyond death and perceive
the pathways of the after-life. Many times
these mysteries were taught in the form of a
play and were celebrated in sacred groves or in
secret temples away from the cities.

In contemporary usage, the word “cult”
generally carries with it negative connotations
and associations. In modern times, a number
of apocalyptic cults, such as the Branch
Davidians and the People’s Temple, have
alarmed the general population by isolating
themselves and preparing for Armageddon,
the last great battle between good and evil.
The mass suicides carried out by members of
Heaven’s Gate, People’s Temple, and Order of
the Solar Temple have also presented alarm-
ing images of what many believe to be typical
cultist practice. Recent statistics indicate that
there are 2,680 religions in the United States.
Therefore, one must be cautious in labeling
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any seemingly unorthodox religion as a cult,
for what is regarded as anti-social or blasphe-
mous expression by some may be hailed as sin-
cere spiritual witness by others.

SECRET SOCIETIES
AIND COIISPIRACIES

There will always be envious individuals
who believe that wealthy and powerful mem-
bers of society have been able to acquire their
position only because of secret formulas, magi-
cal words, and supernatural rituals. Rumors
and legends of secret societies have fueled the
imaginations, fears, and envy of those on the
outside for thousands of years. Many secret
societies, such as the Assassins, the Garduna,
the Thuggee, and the Tongs, were made up of
highly trained criminals who were extremely
dangerous to all outsiders. Others, such as the
Knights Templar, the [lluminati, and the Rosi-
crucians, were said to possess enough ancient
secrets of power and wealth to control the
entire world.

Conspiracy enthusiasts allege that there
are clandestine organizations which for cen-
turies have remained a threat to individual
freedoms, quietly operating in the shadows,
silently infiltrating political organizations, and
secretly manipulating every level of govern-
ment and every facet of society. One of the
favorites of conspiracy theorists, the Freema-
sons, while once a powerful and influential
group throughout the Western world, is today
regarded by many as simply a philanthropic
and fraternal organization. Another secret
society, the Illuminati, deemed by many con-
spiracy buffs to be the most insidious of all,
faded into obscurity in the late eighteenth
century. However, there is always a new secret
society that seeks to divine arcane and forbid-
den avenues to wealth and power.

SORCERY, ALCHEY
AND WITCHCRAFT

Although Christianity affirms the exis-
tence of a transcendent reality, it has always
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distinguished between religio (reverence for
God) and superstitio, which in Latin means
“unreasonable religious belief.” Christianity
became the state religion of the Roman
Empire in 395 C.E., and in 525 the Council of
Oxia prohibited Christians from consulting
sorcerers, diviners, or any kind of seer. A
canon passed by the Council of Constantino-
ple in 625 prescribed excommunication for a
period of six years for anyone found practicing
divination or who consulted with a diviner.

Although the Church had issued many
canons warning against the practice of witch-
craft or magic, little action was taken against
those learned men who experimented with
alchemy or those common folk who practiced
the old ways of witchcraft. In 906 C.E., Abbot
Regino of Prum recognized that earlier canon
laws had done little to eradicate the practices
of magic and witchcraft, so he issued his De
ecclesiaticis disciplinis to condemn as heretical
any belief in witchcraft or the power of sorcer-
ers. In 1,000 C.E., Deacon Burchard, who
would later become archbishop of Worms,
published Corrrector which updated Regino’s
work and stressed that only God had the
power to transform matter. Alchemists could
not change base metals into gold, and witches
could not shapeshift into animals.

In spite of such decrees, a lively belief in a
world of witches and ghosts persisted
throughout the Middle Ages and co-existed
in the minds of many of the faithful with the
miracle stories of the saints. To the native
beliefs were added those of non-Christian
peoples who either lived in Europe or whom
Europeans met when they journeyed far from
home, as when they went on the Crusades. By
the twelfth century, magical practices based
upon the arcane systems of the Spanish
Moors and Jewish Kabbalah were established
in Europe. The Church created the Inquisi-
tion in the High Middle Ages in response to
unorthodox religious beliefs that it called
heresies. Since some of these involved magi-
cal practices and witchcraft, the occult also
became an object of persecution. The harsh
treatment of the Manichaean Cathars in
southern France is an example of society’s
reaction to those who mixed arcane practice
with heterodox theology.
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In spite of persecution, the concept of
witchcraft persisted and even flourished in
early modern times. At least the fear of it did,
as the Salem witch trials richly illustrate. In
the early decades of the twentieth century,
schools of pagan and magical teachings were
reborn as Wicca. Wiccans, calling themselves
“practitioners of the craft of the wise,” would
resurrect many of the old ways and infuse them
with modern thoughts and practices. Whatev-
er its origin, the occult seems to be an object of
permanent fascination to the human race.

ARE WE ALOTE?

Is the earth the only inhabited planet?
Imagine the excitement if contact is made
with intelligent extraterrestrial life forms and
humankind discovers that it is part of a larger
cosmic community. It would change the way
we think of ourselves and of our place in the
universe. Or is the belief in extraterrestrials a
creation of our minds? The universe is so vast
we may never know, but the mysteries of outer
space have a grip on the modern psyche, since
it seems to offer the possibility of a world that
may be more open to scientific verification
than witchcraft.

PurrPoSE ©oF Book

Whatever the origin and veracity of the
unusual, these beliefs and experiences have
played a significant role in human experiences
and deserve to be studied dispassionately. These
volumes explore and describe the research of
those who take such phenomena seriously;
extraterrestrials, ghosts, spirits, and haunted
places are explored from many perspectives.
They are part of the adventure of humanity.
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CHAPTER 5

SECRET SOCIETIES

Many people have a deep-seated belief that
they could more easily obtain power,
wealth, and prestige if they could only be
made privy to certain secrets for success that
are possessed by mysterious societies that
choose to keep their methods hidden from the
larger society. Throughout the centuries,
such secret societies have taunted outsiders
with their forbidden knowledge and, on
occasion, frightened or even assassinated
those whose persistence in seeking access to

their mysteries were unwelcome.
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SECRET SOCIETIES

inTRODUCTION

+ n this chapter a number of secret societies
will be examined that have fueled the
imaginations, fear, and envy of those on

the outside of the mysterious organizations for
hundreds of years. One of the favorites of para-
noid conspiracy theorists, the Freemasons,
while once powerful and influential through-
out the Western world, is today regarded by
many as little more than a social relic of the
past. Another secret society, the Illuminati,
deemed by many conspiracy buffs to be the
most insidious of all, faded into obscurity in
the late eighteenth century. For conspiracy
enthusiasts, however, both societies remain a
threat to individual freedoms, allegedly operat-
ing in the shadows, silently infiltrating politi-
cal organizations, secretly manipulating every
level of government and every facet of society.

Almost without exception, each of the
secret societies presented in this chapter
began with serious religious aspirations, which
slowly disintegrated into political ambitions,
and eventually deteriorated into criminal
activities. The Garduna and the Holy Vehm
had their birth in mystical visions and a pas-
sion to defend Christianity from those who
would seek to destroy it. Regardless of its
founders’ noble intentions, both groups were
used to further political ambitions and soon
become nothing more than outlaw gangs. The
Chinese Tongs and Triads began as protective
associations for merchants and laborers who
were being exploited by the ruling establish-
ment or, in the United States, by the domi-
nant white society. In some cities the Tongs
remain primarily private social clubs engaged
in such victimless crimes as illegal gambling.
The Triad, however, has grown into one of the
largest of the worldwide crime organizations.

There will always be those envious and
unsuccessful individuals who believe that the
rich and successful have acquired their wealth
and power only through their possession of
secret formulas, utterance of magical words,
and performance of supernatural rituals. Those
same individuals will seek desperately to
become members of groups that they believe
have such mystical powers or they will become
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obsessed in their efforts to destroy them. The
Knights Templar gained status as an order of
knighthood because of the selfless actions of a
handful of knights who vowed to protect pil-
grims on their way to the Holy Land. In the
beginning, these pious and valiant knights
were so poor that they had to share the same
horse and take turns riding it. Centuries later,
when the Knights Templar had become the
wealthiest and most powerful order in all of
Europe, it was decided by church and state that
the once godly Christian soldiers had acquired
their earthly treasure and power by worship-
ping Satan and committing the most foul acts
of desecration and blasphemy. The order of
knights that had once served as the bulwark of
Christianity during the Crusades to protect the
Holy Land was ordered disbanded by papal
decree, and its members tortured and burned at
the stake. History has not yet determined the
degree of their true guilt as heretics, but it is
unlikely the Knights Templar deserved such an
ignoble end.

While there was never any clear evidence
to prove that the Knights Templar committed
the acts of human sacrifice of which they were
accused, the members of the Leopard Cult of
Africa were responsible for many such ritual
murders on their jungle altars and left hun-
dreds of mutilated human corpses to prove
their guilt. The Thuggee of India, who com-
mitted more murders than any other secret
society, allegedly dedicated the lives of the
thousands of victims which they strangled to
death to their goddess Kali.

Of all the secret societies examined in this
chapter, only the Tongs and the Freemasons
remain in existence in the twenty-first centu-
ry. While some contemporary metaphysical
groups proclaim that their philosophical her-
itage may derive from the Knights Templar or
the Rosicrucians, there is little to substantiate
such claims other than an admiration for their
precepts and ideals. On occasion, internation-
al law enforcement investigators may see ele-
ments suggestive of the Thuggee or the Assas-
sins involved in certain murders or assassina-
tions, but there is little evidence that these
societies still exist as forces to be feared. On
the other hand, there are those who insist that
the Illuminati is working behind the scenes to
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any conspiracy theories about the
death of Diana, Princess of Wales

(1961-1997), and her lover Dodi Al Fayed TH E D EATH OF

still abound. Among the most common

allegations of August 31, 1997, are the following: D iAHA P Ri H C E S S
y

*Princess Diana was assassinated by angry
international arms dealers because of her high- OF WALE S
profile global campaign against the use of land

mines. SOURCES:

«The men on motorcycles who caused the Fayed “Death of a Princess.” E! Online.[Online] http://www.eonline.
limousine to crash were not the paparazzi, but G R S
hired assassins who provoked the driver into
dangerous speeds and precipitated an accident.

Princess Diana: The Conspiracy Theories.[Online] http://www.
londonnet.co.uk/In/talk/news/diana_conspiracy_theories.

html.
*Diana was murdered by British Intelligence on “Princess Diana: Murder Coverup.” Conspiracy Planet.[Online]
orders from the Royal Family. Queen Elizabeth http://www.conspiracyplanet.com/channel.cfm?ChannellD’
and Prince Philip were upset by the business of 4.

Prince Charles and Princess Diana’s divorce.
Newspapers reported that the Royals discussed
dire consequences with Diana if she continued
the relationship. Conspiracy theorists maintain
when rumors circulated that Diana might be
pregnant with Dodi's child, the Royal Family
ordered her death.

* Princess Diana paid the ultimate price for dab-
bling in the dark arts. It was well known that
Princess Diana and Sarah Ferguson, ex-wife of
Prince Andrew, sought the counsel of Spiritual-
ist mediums and psychic-sensitives. Some con-
spiracy buffs have suggested that the death of
Diana and Dodi was a result of occult practices
that backfired on the princess and that curses
she had directed against her enemies had
somehow hoomeranged and unleashed their
energy upon Diana and her lover.

Diana was killed because she had offended a
powerful secret society. Some theorists insist
that this secret society did not approve of the
public and private actions of Princess Diana and
carried out her death sentence before she fur-
ther embarrassed the Royals.
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bring about a New World Order that will

enslave most of the world population.

The most secret of all mystery groups
remains the Rosicrucians, whose manifestos
helped give birth to many of the most liberat-
ing ideals of the European Enlightenment.
Although one may see advertisements in mag-
azines inviting the reader to fill out a coupon
and become a member of the ancient order of
the Rosy Cross, the modern organization
exists as a homage to the original anonymous
followers of the mysterious Illumined Father
Christian Rosencreutz, for no known member
of the original group that surfaced in the early
1600s was ever identified.
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THE Assassins

egarded as one of the most fearful of all

secret societies, the Hashashin, the

Assassins, seemed capable of penetrat-
ing any security, of striking down any victim
regardless of the body of men who might guard
him. They moved as if they were deadly shad-
ows and struck with a fury that shattered the
nerves and the resolve of their most stalwart
foes. The very name of the secret society of
killers has given the English language the
words “assassin,” one who kills for fanatical or
monetary reasons; “assassinate,” the act of
killing suddenly and treacherously; and “assas-
sination,” the murder of a prominent person.
The original appellation for the society, the
Hashashin, is derived from the Arabic
“hashish,” a name for Indian hemp (cannabis
sativa), and the accusation was made by Euro-
pean Crusaders and others that the Assassins
made liberal use of the narcotic effects of
hashish to achieve their fierce courage and to
eliminate their fear of death.
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Most of the early members of the secret
society were followers of the Nizari branch of
the Isma Iliyya sect of Shiite Muslims and
were located primarily in Syria and Persia. In
1090, Hasan ibn Sabbah (1034-1124) seized
the mountain citadel of Alamaut in northern
Persia and made it his “Eagles’ Nest,” a center
where he, as grand master, could live in rela-
tive safety and direct his forces throughout
Asia. Hasan became known as the “old man of
the mountains,” and he set about creating a
fanatical organization composed of devotees,
known as fedayeen, who did whatever he com-
manded with blind obedience.

Hasan frequently bought boys from pover-
ty-stricken parents and reared them in the
camps where he had gathered young men to
be trained as suicide commandos, leading
them step by step to higher levels of combat
proficiency. At the same time that he was
shaping his men into fierce warriors, he also
indoctrinated them spiritually, convincing
them that as they advanced under his tutelage
they would come closer to the sacred and ulti-
mate mystery that only he could reveal. Hasan
told them confidentially that the convention-
al teachings of Islam had misled them. Par-
adise could not be attained by following the
preachings of Muhammad (c. 570-632), but
only by complete obedience to Hasan Ibn
Sabah, who was the true Incarnation of God
on Earth.

Most sources citing the history of the
Assassins state that in order to be certain that
no doubts remained among the initiates that
he was deity made flesh, Hasan supplied them
with generous amounts of the drug hashish,
then hypnotically guided them to the lavish
gardens of heaven where they were allowed to
witness the beauty of the afterlife. When the
youths regained full consciousness, they were
convinced that they had been allowed a
glimpse of their future dwelling place in par-
adise. Although such stories have been widely
circulated since the Crusades in the eleventh
century, other sources have recently stated
that such accusations of heavy drug use among
the Assassins only reflected the fact that their
contemporaries despised them as members of a
minority and unfairly associated the sect with
one of the more detestable vices of the time.

UNEXPLAINED
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Whether or not Hasan ibn Sabbah’s cruel-
ty and ruthlessness has been exaggerated by
time, one persistent illustration survives to
depict the lengths to which he would go to
gain dominance over his men. According to
the account, on one occasion when Hasan
sought to impress a group of young men to
become his obedient fedayeen, he dug a hole
in front of his throne deep enough to allow
only a man’s head to remain visible. Next, he
commanded a fedayeen to lower himself into
the hole and to place a tray with an opening
in it around his neck. Once the hole was cov-
ered with a colorful rug and the loose dirt
brushed aside, it appeared as though Hasan
had decapitated a man and placed his head
upon a tray. To make the illusion all the more
convincing, he poured fresh blood around the
supposed detached head of his assistant.

When an aide brought the potential
recruits before his throne, Hasan informed
them sternly that as God on Earth he had many
fearful and wondrous powers. He would cause
the decapitated head on the tray before them to
speak to them of the glories in paradise that
awaited those warriors who died in battle.

At this point, the loyal fedayeen with his
head on the tray opened his eyes and testified
to the marvels that his soul had witnessed in
the hereafter. After the new men had been
duly impressed and had sworn their allegiance
to Hasan, they walked away speaking in
hushed tones of the glory of serving God on
Earth. And once the illusion had accom-
plished its desired end, Hasan had the feday-
een who had so ably assisted him decapitated
and his head stuck on a pole so that all could
see that he was truly quite dead.

Although the Hashashin came to be feared
by Christian Crusaders, kings, princes, sheikhs,
and sultans, their membership probably never
numbered more than 2,000 fedayeen at any
one time. Because Hasan had indoctrinated his
warriors to the belief that death in the pursuit
of orders guaranteed an immediate transfer-
ence to paradise, they fought with a fury
untouched by the normal fear of dying in com-
bat. Masters of disguise and of many languages
and dialects, the Assassins might one day
appear as simple peasants working around a
THE
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castle wall and the next emerge as highly capa-
ble warriors springing on their victims from the
shadows. The Assassins inveigled themselves
into the services of all the surrounding rulers,
posing as loyal soldiers or servants, but always
awaiting the bidding of their grand master to
strike if ordered to do so. A powerful sultan
who defied the orders of Hasan might suddenly
find himself attacked by Assassins who for
many years had been regarded as trusted ser-
vants but had only been hiding in his service
until such time as the grand master ordered his
assassination. As the power of Hasan’s secret
society became known throughout the East, a
monarch never knew which of his seemingly
faithful retinue was really an Assassin only
awaiting orders to murder him.

B ETWEETT 1090 and 1256, there were eight

Grand Masters who ruled the society of Assassins

Between 1090 and 1256, there were eight
grand masters who ruled the society of Assas-
sins. In 1256 and 1258, the Mongols virtually
destroyed the sect in Iran and in Syria.
Although the Assassins scattered throughout
the East and into Europe, in 1272, the Mam-
luk Sultan Baybars brought about their down-
fall as an organized sect.

% DELVING DEEPER

Heckethorn, Charles William. Secret Societies of All
Ages and Countries. Kila, Mont.: Kessinger Pub-
lishing, 1997.

Howard, Michael. The Occult Conspiracy: Secret Soci-
eties— T heir Influence and Power in World History.
Rochester, Vt.: Inner Traditions, 1989.

Howarth, Stephen. The Knights Templar. New York:
Barnes & Noble, 1993.

THE DECIDED OnES
OF |UPITER

Italy suffered greatly from the raids of small

In the early nineteenth century, southern
gangs of bandits who would descend from
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their hideouts in the mountains of Calabria
and Abruzzi to rob travelers and to loot the vil-
lages. The authorities seemed unable to
squelch the bands of thieves and protect the
people, and only the vendettas and feuds
between gangs themselves prevented the out-
laws from uniting as one force to wreak greater
havoc. Then, in 1816, a man named Ciro
Annunchiarico (d. 1818) became southern
Italy’s greatest nightmare when he claimed the
power of Jupiter, father of the gods of Imperial
Rome, and successfully brought the bandit
gangs into a single striking force, leading them
to rob, pillage, and burn under the banner of
the skull and crossbones and the motto, “Sad-
ness, Death, Terror, and Mourning.”

By 1817, Annunchiarico commanded
20,000 members of the secret society of the
Decided Ones of Jupiter the Thunderer. The
men were divided into camps of 300 to 400
members, and squadrons of 40 to 60. The soci-
ety was structured along military lines and strict
discipline was enforced. If Ciro Annunchiarico
had so desired, he could easily have led an open
revolution against any state government in
southern Italy. But Annunchiarico, who
claimed that the might of the great god Jupiter
flowed through his body, was more interested in
personal aggrandizement than in political
opportunities.

I I'T 1816, a man named Ciro Annunchiarico

became southern Italy’s greatest nightmare.

E—

Annunchiarico was the son of wealthy par-
ents who had entered the priesthood and who
had seemed destined for a fruitful career in the
Roman Catholic Church. The many tasks faced
by a common parish priest had little attraction
for him, however, and he preferred the life of a
country gentleman on the family estate. Nei-
ther did the young priest respect his vow of
celibacy, and he seduced a young woman who
was engaged to Giovanni Montolesi, the son of
a wealthy merchant. When Montolesi learned
of the affair, he sought out Annunchiarico and
reproached him for bringing shame to the

THE G ALE
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priesthood and dishonor to his fiancee. Without
a word in his defense, Annunchiarico drew a
dagger from his belt and stabbed Montolesi in
the heart. Then, from his bizarre perspective,
Annunchiarico declared that the man whom he
had murdered had insulted him and the entire
Roman Catholic priesthood, so he swore a
blood-feud against the entire Montolesi family,
ambushing and murdering 13 of 14 members in
the next few months. Understandably,
Annunchiarico was eventually pursued by the
authorities and fled with some friends into the
mountains to become outlaws.

As a youth, Annunchiarico had gained a
reputation for scholarship and high intelli-
gence. As the leader of a small band of brig-
ands who favored a life of luxury above that of
living in spartan hideouts, he developed a plan
to combine the people’s love and respect of the
priesthood with their fear of secret societies.
Boldly summoning the other bandit chiefs in
the mountains to a meeting, Annunchiarico
eloquently convinced them that they should
unite as one to resist the soldiers that were
constantly being sent out to hunt them down.
While the chiefs were deciding just who it was
among them who should lead the newly united
force, Annunchiarico appeared in the full
regalia of the priesthood and announced that
he would celebrate the Mass. As the chiefs all
kneeled to receive his blessing, such an atti-
tude of obeisance signaled their acquiescence
to his leadership. And at the same time that he
was celebrating the Mass of the Roman
Catholic Church, Annunchiarico informed all
of the assembled outlaws that the spirit of
Jupiter, the ancient father of the gods, had
passed into his person and commanded him to
form a new order, the Decided Ones of Jupiter.

In a brief period of time, numerous inde-
pendent bands of thieves and murderers
became a single secret society. And when word
spread of the alleged supernatural powers of
their leader, Ciro Annunchiarico, now known
as Jupiter the Thunderer, men flocked to the
mountains to join the lodges of the Decided
Ones. In order to facilitate the rapid dispersal
of his legendary abilities, Annunchiarico
secretly used men who resembled him to serve
as his doubles, dressed in priestly robes exactly
like his, so it would appear that Jupiter the
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Thunderer could lead raids in several different
places at the same time. He also had his per-
sonal bodyguard outfitted in devilish costumes,
complete with horns and tails, to perpetuate
the belief that he had the power to command
and control demons. Neither any of his men
nor any of the villagers dared to speak a word
against Annunchiarico for fear that an invisi-
ble demon lurking nearby would report such
an abuse and bring retribution upon them.
And then there were reports of his terrible
thunderbolts, which he was said to be able to
hurtle at his enemies just as Jupiter had flung
the deadly bolts in ancient times. When
Annunchiarico informed the village clerics
that he had now achieved divinity and that
only he could celebrate Mass, they all immedi-
ately ceased their local celebrations lest they
be struck down.

Small bands of soldiers sent against the
Decided Ones were quickly annihilated. In
1818, a force of 1,000 regular troops under the
command of General d’Octavio were sent into
the mountains to arrest Annunchiarico and to
destroy his band of outlaws. The superstitious
recruits were so fearful of the mighty Jupiter that
they permitted Annunchiarico to enter their
camp at night and to place a dagger at the
throat of their general. Annunchiarico decreed
his mercy, but warned the general and the 1,000
men that if they ever dared again to violate his
mountains, his thunderbolts would be certain to
kill them all. General d’Octavio and his troops
were gone at first light the next morning.

When the authorities realized that any
army conscripted from southern Italy would
hold Annunchiarico in the same kind of
superstitious awe as the local populace, they
hired a force of 1,200 German and Swiss mer-
cenaries under the command of an English-
man, General Church. Strangely enough, the
approach of these battle-hardened veterans of
the Napoleonic wars affected Annunchiarico
in ways that astonished his men. It became
apparent that their god was visibly nervous,
even frightened by the approach of the profes-
sional soldiers toward the mountains. Sudden-
ly the person who harbored the spirit of
Jupiter seemed like an ordinary mortal—and
not even a very brave one at that. When word
reached the camps of the Decided Ones that

THE
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the mercenaries were well-equipped and
exceedingly experienced men of war, thou-
sands of them deserted within hours. Within a
few days, Annunchiarico had only a few hun-
dred of his most loyal disciples remaining out

of what had been a fearsome band of 20,000.

Annunchiarico and his remaining Decided
Ones retreated to the small village of Santa
Marzano, choosing its location because of the
wall that encircled the town. Hoping that mem-
bers of the local populace would join in their
defense, Annunchiarico prepared for siege. But
the citizens of Santa Marzano could also see
that the mighty Jupiter the Thunderer was, after
all, just another bandit, and nothing about his
person convinced any of them to risk their lives
defending him against the Swiss and German
soldiers. Within a few days of siege, General
Church’s mercenaries entered the village and
killed those Decided Ones who offered resis-
tance and arrested the others. Annunchiarico
and three of his lieutenants managed to escape
but were captured four days later.

Even as he was being led to the firing squad,
Annunchiarico boasted that he had killed 60
or 70 men with his own hands, and he mocked
the priest who came to administer the last rites.
Many of the common people who had gathered
on the day of execution murmured that the
Thunderer would call down one of Jupiter’s
thunderbolts and escape from the mercenaries
who had captured him. Incredibly, after the
command was given to the 21-member firing
squad to fire a volley at Ciro Annunchiarico,
he remained alive, and somehow managed to
get to his knees to begin a prayer to Jupiter. The
astonished General Church ordered that the
Thunderer’s own musket be loaded with a silver
bullet and that a soldier discharge the weapon
directly into Annunchiarico’s head, making
certain that the legendary leader of the secret
society was truly dead.
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onspiracy theorists fear that within the first
few years of the twenty-first century, all
Americans will be forced to receive a pro-
grammable biochip implant somewhere in
their body. The biochip will likely be implanted on the
back of the right or the left hand to facilitate scanning. A
number will be assigned to each individual for life.

Though the biochip’s function will be described
as primarily for purposes of identification, it will be
linked to a massive supercomputer system, enabling
government agencies to maintain surveillance of all
citizens by ground sensors and satellites. Even worse,
say the alarmists, once the system is in place, the
biochips can transform everyone into a controlled
slave, for these devices will make it possible for out-
side intelligences to influence a person’s brain cells
and to direct the individual’s brain neurons. Through
biochip brain implants, people can be forced to think
and to act exactly as preprogrammed.

Furthermore, the conspiracy theorists allege, a
U.S. Naval research laboratory, funded by intelligence
agencies, has achieved the incredible breakthrough
of uniting living brain cells with microchips. They con-
tend that when such a chip is injected into a man’s or
a woman'’s brain, he or she instantly becomes a living
vegetable and a subservient New World Order slave.
And once this device is perfected, the biochip implant
could easily be utilized as a “Frankenstein-type
weapon,” and the Defense Department can produce
an army of killer zombies.

Various conspiracy journals recount the allega-
tions of a couple in Palo Alto, California, who are con-
vinced that their teenaged son’s psychological prob-
lems are the result of a biochip that was implanted
into his head by a CIA agent during a tonsillectomy.
According to the young man and his parents, he is
constantly receiving threats and negative thoughts
through transmissions received by the biochip. They
contend the device has shown up on X-rays, but that
the evidence was destroyed by CIA agents.

Before his execution, former American soldier
and convicted Oklahoma City Federal Building bomber
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Timothy McVeigh (1968-2002) frequently stated his
contention that federal agents were able to track him
during the 1990s because of an electronic monitoring
device that had been placed in his leg. McVeigh and
others believed that the U.S. Army secretly implanted
such devices in the legs of American soldiers during
the Gulf War.
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THE FREEMASOTIS

here are those who claim that the
| Freemasons constitute a powerful secret
brotherhood of darkness that is plan-
ning to take over the world. According to some
scholars of the occult, the Masons’ “Supreme
Architect of the Universe” is none other than
Lucifer, who cloaks himself in Masonic litera-
ture under such names as Zoraster, Shiva,
Abaddon, and other pagan-god disguises. The
so-called “holy writings” of Freemasonry, as
well as their secret rites, passwords, initiations,
and handshakes have their origins in the
Roman mystery religions, Egyptian rituals, and
Babylonian paganism. Often linked to the Illu-
minati, Freemasonry is said to have exerted its
influence on every aspect of American soci-
ety—including its currency.

Of all of the above alarmist concerns, only
the part about the currency may have some
credence. On the front of a one-dollar bill,
there is a portrait of George Washington
(1732-1799), an avowed Mason, who donned
his Masonic apron and presided over the dedi-
cation of the United States Capitol. The flip
side of the bill displays the Great Seal of the
United States. The front side of the seal
depicts the spread eagle, arrows in one claw,
olive branch in the other, and a banner pro-
claiming E Pluribus Unum in its beak. Oppo-
site the spread eagle, the backside of the seal,
is an incomplete pyramid with an eye floating
in a glowing triangle where the capstone
should be. Above the eye is the caption Annu-
it Coeptis, commonly translated as “He has
favored our undertaking,” and in a scroll
beneath is the slogan Novus Ordo Seclorum, “a
new order of the ages.”

Congress first authorized the creation of a
Great Seal of the United States in 1792, but no
real effort was made to have anyone design one.
Nearly 100 years later, in 1884, Congress once
again authorized the task of designing a Great
Seal for the nation. In 1892, funds were allocat-
ed in the hope that an appropriate seal would be
finished in time for the Chicago’s World Fair.
At last both sides of the seal were finally com-
pleted, but at its premiere showing, the side that
featured the pyramid with the all-seeing eye was
turned to the wall because some viewers were
THE
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offended by the symbol’s Masonic associations.
The backside of the Great Seal, first authorized
by Congress in 1792, was not seen by the Amer-
ican public until 1935 when President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt (1882-1945), a 32nd-degree
Mason, put it on the back of the one-dollar bill.

Masonic temple in
Alexandria, Virginia.
(CORBIS CORPORATION)

G E O RGE Washington was an avowed Mason.

Most scholars agree that the pyramid repre-
sented on the bill is the Great Pyramid of
Cheops at Giza, which, to a Mason, is emblem-
atic of the continuity of the craft of Freemason-
ry from the dawn of civilization in Egypt. For
Freemasons it is also a reminder of the legend
that Egyptian civilization was founded by sur-
vivors from Atlantis and that the United States
is the New Atlantis foretold by the great master
Mason Sir Francis Bacon (1561-1626). The
pyramid with the all-seeing eye represents the
Great Architect of the Universe that guided the
Founding Fathers of the United States to estab-
lish a nation that might one day reveal itself as
the heir of the ancient mysteries of Atlantis and
restore all humankind to the earthly paradise

that existed in that Golden Age of old.
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Freemasons annual
meeting in 1992. (CORBIS
CORPORATION)
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The central mythos of Freemasonry centers
around the building of the great temple of King
Solomon (tenth century B.C.E.) and Solomon’s
securing the services of the most accomplished
architect in the world, Hiram Abiff, who was
said to have designed the magnificent temple
according to the precepts of the Great Architect
of the Universe. Although Hiram is mentioned
in biblical accounts as a master of the arts of con-
struction, the rites of Freemasonry extend
beyond the Bible and fashion a parallel myth,
portraying Hiram as a primary figure in the cre-
ation of the temple. According to Masonic tradi-
tion, the ancient builders of Solomon’s Temple
created the rites still practiced in modern lodges,
with the various degrees of initiation and their
secret symbols and handshakes.

While the Free and Accepted Order of
Freemasons is the oldest fraternity in the
world, it doesn’t really extend back to the
stone masons working on Solomon’s Tem-
ple—nor does it date even farther back to
those who labored on the Egyptian pyramids,
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as some Masons have claimed. Freemasonry
did evolve from the guilds of the stonemasons
who traveled from city to city in Europe of the
fourteenth century looking for work on the
great cathedrals being constructed at that
time. The secret passwords and handshakes
were unique ways by which a newcomer to a
city might prove that he really was a true
member of the guild. While there are refer-
ences to Freemasonry as early as 1390, the fra-
ternity did not come into being until 1717
when four London lodges united.

From its actual beginnings in the early
1700s, Freemasonry exerted a great deal of
influence upon society. For one thing, in the
midst of seemingly incessant quarreling over
religion throughout the European nations, the
Freemasons were nondenominational, asking
only that its members recognized a Supreme
Being and sought somehow to better humani-
ty through the course of their own lives.
Because men of low rank could become mem-
bers and no religious philosophy was deemed
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superior to another, the lodges of Freemasonry
became champions of the emerging concepts
of democracy that were suffusing the Enlight-
enment. Such freedoms of thought and spiri-
tuality did not endear the Freemasons to many
facets of established society, particularly the
Roman Catholic Church, who condemned
the fraternity as anti-Christian.

By the mid-1700s, Freemasonry had estab-
lished its lodges throughout Europe and had
been carried across the ocean to the New
World by numerous immigrants. George
Washington, Benjamin Franklin (1706-
1790), John Hancock (1737-1793), Paul
Revere (1735-1818), and many other of the
Founding Fathers of the United States were
openly proud of being Masons. A freed slave,
Prince Hall, who was initiated into Masonry
by a British soldier in Boston, later founded an
African lodge, which became the still-extant
Prince Hall Masons.

After the Revolution (1775-83), Ameri-
can Freemasonry became extremely powerful
in the United States. Lodges were constructed
in the smallest of villages, and it became an
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undeniable sign of prestige in any community
to be a member of the Masons. For business-
men who wished to succeed, it was almost a
requirement to join the Freemasons.

TH E Free and Accepted Order of Freemasons

is the oldest fraternity in the world.

At the same time, however, those individu-
als who were not privy to its secrets had begun
to spread rumors about the bizarre rites and
grim pledges that the members of the fraternity
were sworn to uphold. Curiosity and concern
that satanic rites might be held by supposedly
upstanding businessmen who had sold their
souls to the devil began to spread doubts about
what was really going on behind the closed
doors of its lodges. While the various oaths and
rituals of the Masons would quite likely be
judged as a bit overly dramatic and flamboyant
by some, they were largely symbolic and repre-
sentative of an earlier age—and far less danger-
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ous to their initiates than many contemporary
college fraternities or sororities.

It was the abducted and assumed tragic
death of one of its members in 1826 that led
to the near-annihilation of the Masons in the
United States. William Morgan, a disillu-
sioned Mason from Batavia, New York, let it
be known that he was writing a book that
would reveal all the secrets of Freemasonry to
the world. The printer’s shop that was going to
publish his manuscript was torched, and a few
days later, Morgan was arrested on charges
that he was in arrears on a two-dollar debt.
That night, a stranger arrived to pay Morgan’s
bail, and the dissident Mason was then seized
by a group of his fellow lodge members and
forced into a carriage. Neither Morgan nor his
remains were ever found.

B Y 1897, the Masons had about 750,000 members.

E—

One of the cornerstones of Masonry was its
loyalty to its members, but the entire nation
was offended by the manner in which the
juries were stacked in favor of those Masons
who were accused of having murdered
William Morgan. The general population
demanded justice, and they were shocked by
the power of a secret society that could
stonewall three special prosecutors. After 20
trials for murder and kidnapping, the local
sheriff, who was a Mason, and who was obvi-
ously an integral element in Morgan’s abduc-
tion and disappearance, received the most
severe judgment of all the defendants when he
was sentenced to 30 months in jail.

Not only did an anti-Mason sentiment
swell within the country, but the Anti-Mason
Party was founded that elected governors in
Pennsylvania and Vermont and won seven
electoral votes in the 1832 election. It was no
longer prestigious to be a Mason. In state after
state, lodges closed. Overall, the fraternity lost
more than half of its members.

By 1845, Freemasonry began to revive in
the United States, but it never again achieved
the social status that it had once enjoyed. In
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1872, two Masons formed a kind of parody of
the Masons and named it the Ancient Arabic
Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, aka,
The Shriners. By 1897, the Masons had about
750,000 members, and numerous other fraternal
organizations such as the Knights of Columbus,
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,
the Odd Fellows, and the Loyal Order of Moose
sprang into being. In the 1950s, the Masons
reached their numerical peak in America with
more than four million members.

In 2001, there were about two million
Masons in the United States and their average
age was well over 60. Younger men, it seems,
are no longer attracted to an organization
whose members receive such grandiose titles
as Master of the Royal Secret, Knight of the
Brazen Serpent, or Worshipful Master. As for
being a secret society, Masonic Lodge tele-
phone numbers are in the directory, and the
texts of many of their oaths have been made
public, i.e., “You agree to be a good man and
true; you agree to conform to the laws of the
country in which you reside; you promise not
to be concerned in plots and conspiracies
against the government.”
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THE GARDUTIA

he origins of the Garduna begin in a
I legend not dissimilar from that of El
Cid (c. 1043-1099), the heroic knight
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who defended northern Spain from the invad-
ing Moors in the eleventh century, and the
secret society continues to this day in a crimi-
nal organization akin to the Mafia. According
to tradition, around 710 a holy man named
Apollinario, who lived a hermitlike existence
in the hills above Cordova, had a vision in
which the Blessed Virgin Mary appointed him
to be the savior of Spain and drive the Moors
out of the land. At first the holy man was stag-
gered by the very suggestion, regardless of the
source from whence it had come. What
remained of Gothic Spain had fallen into
decay, deteriorating into a patchwork of petty
princedoms, woefully ineffectual against the
powerful Moors who had conquered most of
the land and established their royal seat in
Cordova. But when the apparition of Mary
presented him with a button that she said had
been taken from the robe of Christ, Apolli-
nario knew that he had been given the power
to raise a band of holy warriors. He followed
her orders to gather an army from the simple
countryfolk of Spain, even from the bandits
who lived in the mountains, and to avoid the
corrupt nobles and landed aristocracy.

The hermit from the hills above Cordova
was blessed with a charisma that caused the
common people to flock to his leadership. He
told them that those who followed him in the
Garduna, his sacred army, would be licensed
by God and the Holy Virgin to destroy the
invading heathens by any means. There would
be open warfare, of course, but they would also
be free to plot murders and practice any kind
of secret treachery. Those who joined the Gar-
duna would be absolved of all wrongdoing as
long as their violence was committed only
against non-Christians. Thousands joined the
holy man in his crusade against the Moors,
and his army of peasants, beggars, and bandits
fought so fiercely under the standard of the
Holy Virgin of Cordova that no Moorish force
could repel them.

While the Garduna may have harassed the
powerful Muslim armies and conducted a
guerilla-type warfare against them, they by no
means drove the invaders from Spain as legend
told it. After about 714, the Gothic monarchy
of Spain had been replaced by the institutions
of the conquering Arabs, and a short time after
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Spain had fallen to the Moors, it became the
most prosperous and civilized country in the
West. Within a few more years, the Arabs had
extended their European empire north of the
Pyrenees Mountains to the south of France
and from the mouth of the Garonne to that of
the Rhone. In 732, Charles Martel of France
stemmed the Muslim tide of conquest at the
Battle of Tours, and the Arabs retreated back
to Spain where they retained a peaceful posses-
sion of the country for many centuries. Cordo-
va became a highly respected seat of art and
learning, and the Arab philosophers became
the sages of the West.

TH OSE who followed Apollinario in the
Garduna, would be licensed by God and the Holy
Virgin to destroy the invading heathens.

Opver the centuries, the Garduna degener-
ated into a loosely knit criminal network con-
trolled by the descendants of the mountain
bandits who had followed Apollinario in his
crusade against the Moors. Deception and
murder were still practiced on a large scale by
the Garduna, and they maintained the old dic-
tum that only the blood of non-Christians was
to be shed. Perhaps the Garduna would have
vanished completely into legend if fifteenth-
century Spain had not become a Christian
nation and King Ferdinand V (1452-1516)
and Queen Isabella I (1451-1504) had not so
avidly supported the mission of the Inquisition
and that of its chief heretic hunter in Spain,
Tomas de Torquemada (1420-1498).

Until the Inquisition, Moors, Jews, and
Christians had for centuries lived quite peace-
fully in Spain. The Moors and the Jews were
respected for their learning and for their skill
as craftsmen and merchants, and it was widely
acknowledged that both groups of citizens had
made considerable contributions to Spain’s
rise to power and its recent acquisitions in the
New World. Ferdinand reasoned that the
Moors and the Jews had grown too powerful
and too rich, and that he could extend the
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Spanish Empire farther if he were to acquire
their wealth. He also considered them heretics
because they were not Christians.

The slaughter of innocent people began in
earnest with Muslim and Jewish shopkeepers
and scholars condemned as heretics and
witches. The terrible machinery of the Inqui-
sition was quite effective in and of itself, but
Ferdinand recalled the stories of the Garduna,
who killed only heathens, and he summoned
their leaders to meet with high officers of
church and state.

For the bandit chiefs of the Garduna, it
was as if they were given a license to kill and
to loot. Church officials told them that they
must once again become holy warriors and
become a weapon of terror against all heretics.
All their sins would be forgiven. All their
crimes would be pardoned. They were to be a
secret society of murderers with the full
approval of church and state.

F O R over 100 years, the Garduna murdered,

raped, and looted on the orders of the Inquisition.

S—

For more than 100 years, the Garduna mur-
dered, raped, and looted on the orders of the
Inquisition. Their victims were always non-
Christians or those suspected of being heretics.

By 1670, the Inquisition withdrew its sup-
port from the Garduna, but the holy warriors
became a secret cult within the church and
continued their attacks against all those
deemed contrary to the teachings of Chris-
tianity. When the church itself withdrew its
recognition of the Garduna, they became a
secret society, maintaining always that every-
thing they did was an expression of God’s will
and any alleged crime they might commit was
free of the taint of any sin.

During the eighteenth century, the Gar-
duna had expanded its parameters of potential
victims to include Christians, as well as unbe-
lievers, and they had begun selling their ser-
vices of murder, kidnapping, robbery, and so
forth to anyone who could afford them. They
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had become so powerful and daring that if any
member of the society should be caught and
imprisoned, the others thought nothing of
attacking the prison and freeing him.

At the height of its powers in the eigh-
teenth century, the Garduna instituted ranks
within the society which could only be attained
by acts of merit. At the head of the Garduna
was the great brother or grand master, who
ruled the society from its headquarters in
Seville. Following his orders were the comman-
ders, the district chiefs, and the chiefs, the lead-
ers of individual bands. Under the chiefs came
the swordsmen, well-trained men who were
responsible for planning the criminal opera-
tions of the Garduna. The true fighting men of
the society were called the athletes, tough and
ruthless individuals who were often escaped
convicts, galley-slaves, and vicious criminals.
Below the athletes in rank were the “bellows,”
elderly men who were regarded by their cities
and villages as men of good character who
acted as the disposers of stolen goods for the
society. The lowest rank in the Garduna was
held by the “goats,” the new recruits who had
yet to prove their abilities. There were also two
female ranks: the sirens, young beautiful
women whose task it was to seduce state offi-
cials; and the covers, whose assignment lay in
luring unsuspecting victims into ambushes
where they could be robbed or murdered.

In 1822, in an era of social reform, police
entered the home of the grand master in
Seville, arrested him, and confiscated all his
documents. Remarkably, the Garduna had kept
meticulous records of all of their various crimi-
nal activities from 1520 to that date. The grand
master and 16 of his district chiefs were publicly
hanged in the main square of the city. Members
of the other ranks of the Garduna scattered and
resumed a life of banditry in the mountains.

The Garduna gave evidence of their sur-
vival as a secret society throughout the Span-
ish Civil War (1936-39) when their battle cry
of “Remember the Virgin of Cordova!” was
frequently heard. It has been said that the
Garduna have established their own church,
blending their concept of unorthodox
Catholicism with a kind of “holy socialism.”

With branches allegedly established in Portu-
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gal and South America, as well as Spain, the
Garduna continues to flourish as a criminal
secret society 1,200 years after its conception
by the hermit Apollinario.
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THE Hory VEHM

# n the middle of the thirteenth century,
when outlaw bands and mercenaries
roamed the lawless territory between the

Rhine and the Weser rivers in Westphalia,
Germany, the Chivalrous Order of the Holy
Vehm (or Fehm), a secret vigilante society,
was formed by free men and commoners to
protect themselves from the marauders. In the
beginning, the resistance group had the
approval of both the church and the Holy
Roman emperor, but as time passed the Holy
Vehm became a law unto itself, passing judg-
ment on all those whom they decided should
receive a death sentence.

Because the society began with only a
handful of members and violent retaliation
could be expected from any gang of outlaws
who might learn the identities of those com-
moners who dared to oppose them, an oath of
secrecy was imposed upon all those with the
courage to join the ranks of the Vehm. During
the initiation ceremonies, candidates vowed
to kill themselves and even their spouses and
children, rather than permit any society
secrets to be betrayed. Once the oath had
been made, one of the Vehm’s Stuhlherren or
judges, would move his sword across the initi-
ates’ throats, drawing a few drops of blood to
serve as a silent reminder of the fate that
awaited all traitors to the society. After this
ritual had been observed, the initiates kissed
the cross that was formed by the space
between the sword’s blade and hilt. Below the
Stuhlherren in rank were the deputy judges, the
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Freischoffen, and the executioners, the Frohn-
boten. The deputy judges and the executioners
carried out the various tasks of inquisitors,
jury, and hangman.

TH E Holy Vehm was formed by free men and

commoners to protect themselves from the marauders.

The name “Vehm” or “Fehm” was a cor-
ruption of the Latin word “fama,” a law found-
ed upon a common or agreed upon opinion.
However, “Fehm” could also mean something
that was set apart, and the leaders of the Holy
Vehm soon decided that their crusade against
evildoers had set them apart and above the
laws that governed others. Within a few
decades of its formation, the Vehm had more
than 200,000 free men and commoners in its
ranks—each man sworn to uphold the Ten
Commandments and to eliminate all heresies,
heretics, perjurers, traitors, and servants of
Satan. Once anyone was suspected of violat-
ing one or more of the Lord’s commandments
or laws, he or she was brought before one of
the Holy Vehm'’s courts and was unlikely to
escape the death sentence to be hanged.

Because of the great power that the Vehm
acquired, it conducted trials of noted outlaws
and thieves unopposed in public places, such
as village squares or market places, in the full
light of midday. As its numbers and influence
grew, the Vehm had little reason to fear any-
one speaking out against them, but the harsh
and punitive secret courts conducted by the
society, the Heimliches Gericht, were always
held at midnight in order to create an even
more sinister and frightening effect to their
reading of the death sentence. Even less mer-
ciful to those suspected of witchcraft or heresy
were the “forbidden court,” Verbotene Acht,
and the Heimliches Acht, the “secret tribunal,”
both of which were conducted by the Black
Vehm, a splinter group of the Holy Vehm.

Once the outlaws, thieves, and other
assorted brigands had been largely driven from
Westphalia, the Vehm turned its attention to
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those men and women suspected of heresies or
of betraying the commandments of God in a
variety of sins. Before suspects came to court,
they were served with three summonses, each
of which gave them the opportunity of attend-
ing voluntarily. Each summons also gave the
accused a period of consent of six weeks and
three days. Because the tribunals of the Vehm
had gained a reputation of pronouncing only
death sentences, few people attended the
courts of their own volition. Those who tried
to escape were condemned without the usual
pretense of a trial and Vehm executioners
were assigned to hunt them down.

Because the tribunals of the Vehm were
willing to accept the weakest of circumstantial
evidence against any individual accused of a
crime or an act of heresy, there appears to be
no record of any of the secret courts ever find-
ing anyone innocent. While no accurate
records of their victims were ever kept, histo-
rians have estimated that thousands of men
and women—the innocent along with the
guilty—were dragged into the night to attend
one of the Vehm’s secret courts.

An entire population of sleeping villagers
might be awakened by the thudding of swords’
hilts on their doors and be summoned by
torchlight to attend a midnight tribunal that
accused one of their neighbors of some act of
heresy—real or imagined. Regardless of the
charges levied against those victims the Vehm
accused, the sentence was always death. And
if any spoke in defense of their friends, they
were likely to be hanged as well, for giving
false witness to defend a heretic or a traitor.
On those rare occasions when the tribunal
failed to convince even its own members of an
accused individual’s guilt, that unfortunate
person was hanged to preserve the secrecy of
the tribunal.

Eventually the Holy Vehm was con-
demned by the church and the German state,
but the secret society remained active in a
greatly diminished capacity. Toward the end
of the nineteenth century, it went under-
ground and seemingly ceased all acts of vio-
lence. In the 1930s, with the rise of the Nazis
to power in Germany, for the first time in its
700-year history the Vehm came into the
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open, focusing its bigotry upon the Jewish
people, judging them to be guilty of heresy.
The Chivalrous Order of the Holy Vehm
appears to have been destroyed along with
their Nazi allies with the fall of the Third
Reich in 1945.
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THE [LLUMInATI

or many conspiracy theorists, the Illumi-
F nati is the ultimate secret society, a
group that stretches its tentacles of con-
trol to encompass the entire world. According
to these theorists, the members of the [llumi-
nati are the real rulers of the world, and they
have been pulling the strings from behind the
political scenes for centuries. They have infil-
trated every government and every aspect of
society around the planet—and some say that
their ultimate goal is to accomplish a satanic
New World Order, a one-world government,
that will prepare Earth’s citizens for the com-
ing of the Antichrist.

Although such paranoid claims make for
exciting reading, the Illuminati of history,
rather than legend, was a secret society formed
in Bavaria in 1776 with the political goal of
encouraging rebellion of the people and the
abolition of the established monarchies.
Structuring the society along the lines of the
classes and orders of the Freemasons, the [llu-
minati included levels of enlightenment that
could be achieved by undergoing initiation
through various mystical rites and ceremonies.
Although the society’s founder, a professor of
religious law named Adam Weishaupt, sought
to establish a new world order in the late eigh-
teenth-century, the Illuminati was destroyed
within 15 years of its founding.

The term “Illuminati” was first used by
Spanish occultists toward the end of the fif-
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ertain scholars who have studied the
makeup of the Bilderbergers insist that
the group is controlled by the 10-man
Inner Circle of the llluminati. According to
their claims, this secret cabal has painstakingly pre-
pared an agenda for the masses of humanity into the
millennium. Such individuals as the Bilderbergers will
become the world's masters, and the vast majority of
the global population may look forward to a future
existence as pawns, if not slaves, of the llluminati.

According to certain sources who claim knowl-
edge of the basic plan for world dominance set in
motion by the Bilderbergers, the following goals are
among their principal objectives:

The United States must promptly pay its debt to
the United Nations. In addition, the United States will
be asked to contribute billions of dollars to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. U.S. taxpayers will be bled
almost dry by such expenditures.

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
will be converted into a United Nations military force.
U.S. troops will therefore come under the command of
NATO’s foreign officers.

“Corporate Governance” will dissolve national
sovereignty and bring all of Earth's corporations under
a single global order. Local control over businesses
and corporations by nations and states will be termi-
nated. The great giants of finance will be able to dis-
regard the laws and dictates of all governments,
including those of the United States.

As the twenty-first century dawns, a new system
of fascism will emerge under the guise of free trade
practices that will be guided by the llluminati.

The Bilderbergers have approved the Red Chi-
nese model of economics as the standard for the
emerging European superstate and the United States.
As in Red China, all dissidents will be dealt with
severely and placed in work camps.

As soon as the program can be implemented, citi-
zens in every nation will be issued the Universal Bio-
metrics ldentification Card.

BILDERBERGERS
PLAIT FOR A TTEW
WoORLD ORDER

A Gestapo-like police state will be established to
enforce the dictates of the Illluminati's New World
Order.

SOURCES:
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teenth century to signify those alchemists and
magicians who appeared to possess the “light” of
spiritual illumination from a higher source. The
term may have originated in the Gnostic dual-
ism of the forces of Light and Darkness, and
many individuals who claimed to be Illuminati,
those enlightened by a higher wisdom, joined
the Rosicrucians and took refuge in France to
escape the fires of the Spanish Inquisition.

TH E timinac of history, rather than legend,

was a secret society formed in Bavaria in 1776.

S—

The secret society known as the Order of
the Illuminati was founded in the city of Ingol-
stadt in the southern German monarchy of
Bavaria on May 1, 1776 by Adam Weishaupt,
a 28-year-old professor of religious law. Begin-
ning with only five members, Weishaupt’s
order grew slowly, numbering about 60 in five
cities by 1780. The professor deliberately
blended mysticism into the workings of the
brotherhood in order to make his agenda of
republicanism appear to be more mysterious
than a political reform group. He joined the
Masons in Munich in 1777 and adopted many
of their classes and orders and promised his ini-
tiates that they would receive a special com-
munication of occult knowledge as they
advanced higher in the ranks of the [lluminati.

Weishaupt’s society had little effect on the
German political structure until 1780 when
he attracted the interest of Adolf Francis, the
Baron Von Knigge, a master occultist and a
man who had risen to the highest levels in
many of the secret societies that preceded the
[lluminati, including the Masons. Knigge had
no problem melding his interest in the super-
natural with Weishaupt’s goal of political rev-
olution, and the two men quickly established
branches of the Illuminati throughout all of
Germany. A few months after Knigge had
joined Weishaupt’s cause, membership in the
[lluminati swelled to 300.

Weishaupt had taken great care to enlist as
many young men of wealth and position as pos-
sible, maintaining that philanthropy, as well as
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mysticism, was a principal goal of the society.
He had also managed to create around himself
a great aura of mystery, permitting himself to be
seen by none but those in the highest ranks of
the society, encouraging the myth that he was
an adept of such great power that he existed
largely as an invisible presence. Initiates into
the ranks of the Illuminati underwent secret
rites, wore bizarre costumes, and participated in
grotesque ceremonies that were designed to
give complete obedience to Weishaupt. Soon
the [lluminati became a force to be reckoned
with behind the scenes in Germany’s political
life, and its members worked secretly to over-
throw both church and state.

As their influence as a secret society grew,
Weishaupt and Knigge became concerned that a
good many authorities were beginning to take
seriously the rumors of the existence of the Illu-
minati. If it should be proven that the society
existed in fact, certain of the more powerful Ger-
man princes would take immediate steps to sup-
press it. To hide the society even more complete-
ly from the scrutiny of public view, the leaders
implemented Weishaupt’s original plan of graft-
ing the Illuminati onto the larger brotherhood of
the Freemasons. The Illuminati were already uti-
lizing the classes and grades of Freemasonry, so
the initiates of the Illuminati would easily amal-
gamate with the more established society. To
appear to become one with the Freemasons
would allow Illuminism to spread more widely
and rapidly, and Weishaupt and Knigge had great
confidence that they would soon attain complete
control over the blended organizations.

The hierarchy within the Freemasons were
not long in discovering that the two interlop-
ers had joined the fraternal brotherhood with
less than honorable motives, and in 1782, a
group within the Masons called the Strict
Observance demanded that a council be held
at Wilhelmsbad to examine the true beliefs of
Weishaupt and the Illuminati. Knigge’s powers
of persuasion effectively blocked the attempt
of the Strict Observance contingent to expel
[lluminism from their society, and he managed
to enroll almost all the members of the council
in the [lluminati. By 1784, Illuminati member-
ship had risen to 3,000, and the secret society
appeared on the verge of assuming control of
the entire Masonic establishment.
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At the same time that their goals seemed
within their grasp, Weishaupt and Knigge fell
into a sharp disagreement about the correct
manner of proceeding with their master plan;
and in April 1784, Knigge withdrew from the
[lluminati, leaving Weishaupt the supreme
commander of the increasingly powerful soci-
ety. Later in that same year, a number of initi-
ates who had reached the highest level within
the Illuminati became disillusioned when the
special supernatural communication from a
higher source that Weishaupt had promised
had still not manifested after eight years of
membership in the society. It now became
obvious to them that Weishaupt had only
sought to use them as blind instruments for
the achievement of his political ambitions.
The Illuminati was denounced as a subversive
organization by many of its former members,
some of whom informed the duchess dowager
Maria Anna of Bavaria and the Bavarian
monarch, Carl Theodore, that the society
sought the overthrow of church and state.

In June 1784, Carl Theodore issued an
edict outlawing all secret societies in his
provinces. In March 1785, another edict
specifically condemned the Illuminati.
Weishaupt had already fled to a neighboring
province in February, 1785, where he hoped to
inspire the loyal members of the Illuminati to
continue as a society. In 1787, the duke of
Bavaria issued a final edit against the Order of
the Illuminati, and Weishaupt apparently
faded into obscurity. Although he never real-
ized his goal of a German Republic and the
overthrowing of the European monarchies,
the sparks that he had ignited with the Illumi-
nati would soon burst into the flames of the
French Revolution in 1789.
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THE KnniGHTS TEMPLAR

of the Crusades were established prior

to the launching of the first crusade in
1096 and shortly before the second crusade
began in 1146. The fundamental principle on
which the new orders were based was the union
of monasticism and chivalry. Before this time, a
man could choose to devote himself to religion
and become a monk, or he could elect to
become a warrior and devote himself to defend-
ing God and country. The founding of the
orders of knighthood permitted the vow of reli-
gion and the vow of war to be united in a single
effort to free the Holy Land from the Muslims.

, he two principal orders of knighthood

The oldest of the religio-chivalric orders
was the Knights of Saint John of Jerusalem,
also known as the Knights Hospitallers and
subsequently as the Knights of Malta and the
Knights of Rhodes, founded in 1048. By the
middle of the twelfth century, the Hospitallers
had become a powerful military factor in the
East, and their membership included the most
accomplished knights in Christendom. By
1153 they had become the pride of the Chris-
tians and the terror of the Saracens. Unfortu-
nately, after a great number of victories for the
cross, the moral and chivalric ideals of the
order began to become corrupted by the enor-
mous wealth that its warriors had accumulat-
ed. In 1187, the Hospitallers were almost
annihilated in the disastrous battle of Tiberias,
where the Saracen army under the generalship
of Saladin (1137-1193), the sultan of Egypt
and Syria, thoroughly defeated the Christians
and reclaimed Jerusalem.

The second of the great orders of knight-
hood was founded in 1117 by two French
knights and was originally known as the
Knights of the Temple of Solomon and later as
the Knights Templar or the Knights of the
Red Cross. Hugues des Paiens and Geoffrey of
Saint-Omer, two compassionate nobles, had
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Knights Templar parade
in 1930. (CORBIS
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observed the hardships endured by Christian
travelers en route to Jerusalem and decided to
serve as guides and protectors for the defense-
less pilgrims. The watrior guides soon gained a
reputation for their service to the helpless
wayfarers; they were joined by seven other
knights who admired their principles. The
nine men bound themselves by the traditional
vows of obedience, chastity, and poverty, then
added the oaths to defend the Holy Sepulcher
and to protect those pilgrims who journeyed
there. At first the Knights of Saint John, the
Hospitallers, lent aid and encouragement to
the new society of brothers. There could be no
rivalry with this new order of knights who
comprised only nine members and were
known by others as the “Poor Soldiers of the
Holy City.” It was said that Hugues and Geof-
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frey only had one horse between them when

they first began their missions of benevolence.

Then, at the council of Troyes in 1127, St.
Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) drew up a
code for the order and designed an appropriate
uniform, consisting of a white tunic and mantle
with a red cross on the left breast. Pope Hono-
rius II (d. 1130) approved the following rules of
conduct and discipline for the order in 1128:

® to recite vocal prayers at certain hours;

® to abstain from meat four days in the week;
to cease hunting and hawking;

¢ to defend with their lives the mysteries of
the Christian faith;

® to observe the seven sacraments of the
church, the fourteen articles of faith, the
creeds of the apostles and Athanasius;
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¢ to uphold the doctrines of the Two Testa-
ments, including the interpretations of the
church fathers, the unity of God and the
trinity of his persons, and the virginity of
Mary both before and after the birth of Jesus;

® to0 go beyond the seas when called to do so
in defense of the cause;

® to retreat not from the foe unless outnum-
bered three to one.

In addition to the rules of conduct and dis-
cipline, humility was one of the first principles
of membership in the Knights Templar. The
helmet of the Templar must bear no crest; his
beard should never be cut; his personal behav-
ior should be that of a servant of others; and
his tunic should be girt with a linen cord as a
symbol that he was bound in service.

There were four classes of members in the
Templars—knights, squires, servitors, and
priests—each with their individual list of
duties and obligations. The presiding officer of
the order was called the grand master and was
assisted by a lieutenant, a steward, a marshal,
and a treasurer. The states of Christendom
were divided into provinces, and over each
was set a grand master. The grand master of
THE

G ALE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF

THE

Jerusalem was considered the head of the
entire brotherhood, which grew in numbers,
influence, and wealth to become one of the
most powerful organizations in the medieval
world. Counts, dukes, princes, and even kings
sought to wear the red cross and white mantle
of the Templar, an honor which was recog-
nized throughout Europe.

A woodcut depicting the
Knights Templar in 1118.
(CORBIS CORPORATION)

TH E two principal Orders of Knighthood of the

Crusades were established in 1096.

In 1139, Pope Innocent II (d. 1143) grant-
ed the Templars an unprecedented mark of
papal approval: the churches of the Templars
were exempt from interdicts; their properties
and revenues were free from taxation to either
crown or Holy Mother Church. The Templars
now had the prestige of being triumphant cru-
saders. They had the blessing of the pope.
They had the gratitude of those whom they
had protected on their pilgrimages. They had
vast estates with mansions that could not be
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invaded by any civil officer. Thousands
beseeched the order to allow them to become
members of the Templars. In the course of
time the Knights of the Temple became a sov-
ereign body, pledging allegiance to no secular
ruler. In spiritual matters, the pope was still
recognized as supreme, but in all other mat-
ters, the grand master of Jerusalem was as
independent and as wealthy as the greatest
king in Europe.

What had begun as the mission of two
poor knights with one horse who vowed to
watch over Christian pilgrims on their way to
Jerusalem had become a privileged order of
opportunists bloated with wealth. And in
their new quest for power and wealth, the pro-
tection of the pilgrims was often forgotten.
Even St. Bernard issued a series of exhorta-
tions that the order was accepting into its
membership too many knights who were but
adventurers and outlaws and that a good num-
ber of the nobility who had joined the Tem-
plars were men who had been regarded as
oppressors and scourges by their serfs.

TH E Knights Templars owed their allegiance

only to the pope.

—

There were three divisions of the Templars
in the East—Jerusalem, Antioch, and Tripoli.
In Europe, there were 16 provinces—France,
Auvergne, Normandy, Aquitaine, Poitou,
Provence, England, Germany, Upper and Lower
[taly, Apulia, Sicily, Portugal, Castile, Leon, and
Aragon. A majority of the Templars were
French, and it was estimated by the middle of
the thirteenth century that as many as 9,000
manors were held by the Templars in France.

The chief seat of the Templars had
remained in Jerusalem from the origins of the
order in 1118 to 1187, when it was moved to
Antioch after the Christians’ defeat by Sal-
adin in the plain of Tiberias. The Hospitallers
and the Templars had been slaughtered in bat-
tle and 230 captive knights had been behead-
ed when they refused the Muslims’ offer to
convert to the religion of the Prophet. The
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grand master established the Templar head-
quarters in Antioch for four years, then moved
to Acre in 1191. A third transfer of the Tem-
plar seat was made in 1217 when the grand
master moved to the Pilgrim’s Castle near
Cesarea. When the Muslims captured Acre in
1291 and overthrew the Christian kingdom,
the Templars had bravely fought until they
were exterminated almost to the man. The
surviving Templars retreated to Cyprus, which
they had purchased from King Richard the
Lion-Hearted (1157-1199) for 35,000 marks.

Although defeated by the soldiers of the
Prophet Muhammad and driven out of the
Holy Land, the Knights Templar retained their
many estates and their enormous wealth in
Europe. However, especially in France, the
Templars were becoming diminished in popu-
larity, and the jealousies of the government had
been aroused against them. Lords, dukes, and
princes were not only envious of the order’s
burgeoning treasury, but they fumed over the
Templars’ exemption from the burdens of taxa-
tion imposed by church and state on others.
The self-righteous among the rulers and the
people were indignant over the knights’ pride,
arrogance, and licentiousness, and rumors
began to spread that the order had acquired
heretical practices during their time in the East.

In 1306, King Philip IV (1268-1314) of
France, called Philip the Fair, sought refuge
for himself and the royal treasury in the Tem-
plars’ massive fortress in Paris. The unruly
mobs were calling for his death, and he feared
that the disloyal among his nobles would loot
the nation’s wealth. While Philip was in the
process of entrusting the treasury of France to
the Templars’ protection, he also managed to
gain sight of the incredible wealth that the
Knights had accumulated. When he fully
comprehended that this was only a portion of
their immeasurable riches and that the Tem-
plars had forts and estates throughout France,
each containing its own deposit of treasure, he
was awed by the enormity of their riches.

When Philip sat more securely on his
throne, he began to perceive the Templars as
rivals for his kingdom. The Knights had more
money and power than he, the king, and they
owed their allegiance only to the pope. Philip

E UNUSUAL AND UNEXPLAINED



SECRET SOCIETIES

met with Pope Clement V (c. 1260-1314) to
seek his counsel on how the order might be
exterminated. Although the Templars had
enjoyed the blessing of the papacy for decades,
the pope admitted that he had been made
uneasy by accusations that the order had sought
to protect their own interests by securing a sep-
arate treaty with the Mulis when the Christian
kingdom in the East was falling. Clement, how-
ever, was reluctant to make any kind of move
against the Knights. The king pressed his case
with the pope—and made an issue of the fact
that the papacy at that time was located at Avi-
gnon, which was one of Philip’s territories.

Then Philip found the mysterious Esquire
de Floyran, who claimed to have been a mem-
ber of the Knights Templar. Floyran said that
the order had deceived the church and the
people for more than a hundred years. What
had begun as a pious service to pilgrims and
defenders of the cross against the infidels had
degenerated into a monstrous blood cult. Prin-
cipal among the demons they worshipped was
Baphomet, the three-headed god of the
Assassins, a heretical Muslim sect. Floyran
swore that he had seen initiates into the order
spitting upon crucifixes, participating in vile
rites, even sacrificing babies to demons.

There has never been any conclusive evi-
dence to prove whether de Floyran was a true
member of the Knights Templar who had a
personal grudge against the order or if he was
an imposter on the king’s own payroll, but
armed with the supposed insider’s sensational
accounts, the backing of the highest church
officials in France, and the endorsement of
William of Paris, the Grand Inquisitor, King
Philip demanded that the pope conduct an
investigation into such charges against the
Knights Templar. Whether or not Clement
believed such stories, he gave his approval that
a judicial inquiry be instituted, and the knights
were charged with heresy and immorality.

On the night of October 13, 1307, all of
the Templars’ castles in France were surround-
ed by large bodies of men that were led by
small parties of priests and noblemen. When
the unsuspecting knights were ordered to
open their gates in the name of the king, they
immediately complied. Taken completely by
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surprise, about 900 knights were arrested, and
all their property and holdings in France were
seized. When word of the arrests reached
other countries, other nobles and priests
quickly followed suit and imprisoned the Tem-
plars wherever they might be found.

The Knights Templar were accused of infi-
delity, Muhammadanism, atheism, heresy,
invoking Satan, worshipping demons, desecra-
tion of holy objects, and uncleanness. The
prosecution had difficulty proving such
charges, so they were often forced to resort to
torturing the prisoners to obtain confessions. In
Paris, the grand master of the Templars, Jacques
de Molay (1243-1314), pleaded the innocence
of the order against all such charges. In spite of
his personal friendship with de Molay, who was
the godfather of his younger son, Philip ordered
the grand master and the 140 knights impris-
oned with him to be starved, tortured, and kept
in filthy dungeons.

Although the pope had little problem
yielding to pressure and issuing a ban on the
order, he hesitated to give his sanction to the
extermination of the knights. Philip, however,
was determined to see the Templars destroyed
and their wealth distributed to the state. For
two weeks, the knights imprisoned in Paris
suffered the rack, the thumbscrew, the pincers,
the branding iron, and the fire. Thirty-six died
under torture without speaking. The rest con-
fessed to every charge the Inquisition had lev-
eled against them—the worship of Baphomet,
a black cat, and a serpent; the sacrifice of
babies and the murders of pious knights who
opposed them.

A grand council was called in Paris on
May 10, 1310, to review the confessions. But
Philip’s victory was sullied when 54 of the
knights withdrew their confessions and
appealed to government and church officials
that they had been tortured. They swore that
they had remained true to their vows and that
they had never practiced any kind of witch-
craft or Satanism. Philip silenced their pleas
three days later when he ordered all 54 of the
Templars burned at the stake in a field behind
the alley of St. Antoine.

In 1312, the pope convened the Council
of Venice to weigh the fate of the Templars. It
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was decided that the order should be abol-
ished and its property confiscated, but Pope
Clement chose to reserve final judgment con-
cerning whether the knights were guilty of the
heinous charges brought against them. In spite
of 573 witnesses for their defense, Templars
were tortured en masse, then burned at the
stake. The landed possessions of the order
were transferred to the Hospitallers, and their
wealth was distributed to the sovereigns of
various states. Everywhere in Christendom,
except in Portugal, where the Templars
assumed the name of the Knights of Christ,
the order as an organization was suppressed.

In 1314, as he was being burned to death
on a scaffold erected for the occasion in front
of Notre Dame, the Knights Templar grand
master, Jacques de Molay, recanted the confes-
sion that he gave under torture and pro-
claimed his innocence to Pope Clement V
and King Philip—and he invited them to
meet him at heaven’s gate. When both digni-
taries died soon after de Molay’s execution, it
was believed by the public at large that the
grand master and the Knights Templar had
been innocent of the charges of heresy.

Although the Order was officially dissolved
by Papal Decree in 1312, the mystique of the
Knights Templar still remains strong in the
twenty-first century. There are groups claiming
an association with the Templar Order around
the world. Some only affirm that they are fol-
lowing the ideals of the Knights Templar. Oth-
ers state that they can trace a historical con-
nection with the original order.

The Militi Templi Scotia or the Scottish
Knights Templar point out that the papal Order
of Suppression issued in 1312 was not enforced
in Scotland because the Scots believed the
charges against the Knights were unproven.
Under the excommunicated King, Robert the
Bruce, Scotland provided a safe haven for any
Knights Templar who were able to flee Europe
and reach its shores. According to tradition, the
Knights who sought refuge in Scotland fought
side by side with Robert the Bruce to win inde-
pendence from England. In turn, the king pro-
tected the Order and Temple lands in Scotland.

The Militi Templi Scotia remains active
and emphasizes its historical connection to the
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original Order of Templar Knights. They make
a point of proclaiming that they are not a secret
society and have even expanded membership
to include women. As with the original Order,
however, all members must be professing Chris-
tians or individuals of “high ideals.”

Another group in the United Kingdom also
claims a historical continuity with the original
Order because of Knights Templar who man-
aged to reach England. The Supreme Military
Order of Temple of Jerusalem of England,
Wales, and Scotland states that it is not a secret
society and that, as with the Militi Templi Sco-
tia, it has no affiliation with the Freemasons.
The order is open only to Christians according
to the website http://theknightstemplar.org.
Associated with the Supreme Military Order of
Temple of Jerusalem is the North American
Order of Poor Fellow Soldiers of Christ and the
Temple of Solomon, Knights Templar and can
be found at the website http://www.knights
templar.org.
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THE LEoPrarRD [MEN

# n ancient Egypt, the leopard was esteemed
I as an aspect of divinity and associated
with the god Osiris, the judge of the dead.
For many African tribes, the leopard is a pow-
erful totem animal that is believed to guide
the spirits of the dead to rest.

For many centuries a leopard cult has
existed in West Africa, particularly in Nigeria
and Sierra Leone, wherein its members kill as
does the leopard, by slashing, gashing, and
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mauling their human prey with steel claws
and knives. Later, during gory ceremonies,
they drink the blood and eat the flesh of
human victims. Those initiates who aspire to
become members of the cult must return from
a night’s foray with a bottle of their victim’s
blood and drink it in the presence of the
assembled members. The cultists believe that
a magical elixir known as borfima, which they
brew from their victim’s intestines, grants
them superhuman powers and enables them to
transform themselves into leopards.

The members of the cult kill on the slightest
pretext. Perhaps one of the members became ill
or his crops failed. Such misfortunes as these
would be sufficient to demand a human sacrifice.
A likely victim would be chosen, the date and
time of the killing agreed upon, and the execu-
tioner, known as the Bati Yeli, would be selected.
The Bati Yeli wore the ritual leopard mask and a
leopard skin robe. It was preferable that the sac-
rifice be performed at one of the leopard cult’s
jungle shrines, but if circumstances demanded a
more immediate shedding of blood, the rite
could be conducted with the ceremonial two-
pronged steel claw anywhere at all.

The first really serious outbreak of leopard-
cult murders in Sierra Leone and Nigeria
occurred shortly after World War I (1914-18).
At that time, it was believed the cult was sup-
pressed by the region’s white administrators
because many of its members were captured
and executed. However, in actual fact, the
leopard men simply went underground, con-
tinuing to perform ritual murders sporadically
every year over the next two decades.

In 1946, the leopard men became bold and
there were 48 cases of murder and attempted
murder committed by the leopard cult in that
year alone. And it soon became obvious that,
much like the Mau-Mau in Kenya, the leop-
ard men had begun directing many of their
attacks against white men as if to convince
the native population that the cult had no
fear of the police or of the white rulers. The
trend continued during the first seven months
of 1947, when there were 43 known ritual
killings performed by the leopard cult.

Terry Wilson had been district officer of a
province in Eastern Nigeria for only six months
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when, early in 1947, he discovered that the
leopard men had begun operating in his juris-
diction, claiming mainly young women as their
victims. When Wilson raided the house of a
local chief named Nagogo, his men found a
leopard mask, a leopard-skin robe, and a steel
claw. Acting on a tip from an informer, Wilson
ordered his police officers to dig near the chief’s
house, where they found the remains of 13 vic-
tims. The chief was put in prison to await trial,
and Wilson set out on a determined mission to
put an end to the leopard men’s reign of terror.

But the local inhabitants were too terrified
of the leopard cult to come forward. There
were several more murders during the weeks
that followed, including the wife and daughter
of Nagogo, the imprisoned chieftain. A des-
perate Wilson hoped that the sight of the
mutilated bodies of his family would anger
Nagogo into betraying the cult members who
had so obviously turned on him, but the shock
proved too much for the chief. When he saw
the bloodied corpses of his wife and daughter
and realized how viciously his fellow leopard
men had betrayed him, he collapsed and died
of heart failure.

F O R many African tribes, the leopard is a

powerful totem animal.

Although Wilson received 200 additional
police officers as reinforcements, the leopard
men became increasingly bold in their noctur-
nal attacks. One night they even sacrificed a
female victim inside the police compound and
managed to get away without being seen.
After that cruelly defiant gesture, the cult
committed several murders in broad daylight.
The native inhabitants of the region lost all
confidence in the police and their ability to
stop the slashings and killings of the powerful
leopard men. Even some of Wilson’s men
began to believe that the cultists might truly
have the ability to shapeshift into leopards
and to fade unseen into the shadows.

One night in mid-August 1947, Wilson

was awakened by the warning growl from his
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dog. When he rose to investigate, a four-foot-
long, barbed arrow whistled by his head, nar-
rowly missing him and embedding itself in the
wall. The next morning at police headquar-
ters, he learned that two of his officers had
also barely escaped death that previous night.

Wilson knew that his men were becoming
unnerved. They were trying to stop an enemy
who was essentially invisible. They struck
without warning after preselecting their vic-
tims by a process that evaded all attempts to
define it. There was no way for Wilson and his
officers to determine who the cult’s next vic-
tims would be or to guess where they might
strike. And the natives were far too intimidat-
ed to inform on the leopard men—if, in fact,
they did know anything of importance to tell
the officers.

The district officer decided to attempt to
set a trap. On the path to a village where sev-
eral slayings had already taken place, Wilson
sent one of his best men, posing as the son of a
native woman. The two walked side by side
toward the village while Wilson and a dozen
other officers concealed themselves in the
bushes at the side of the path.

Suddenly, issuing the blood-curdling
shriek of an attacking leopard, a tall man in
leopard robes charged headlong at the couple,
swinging a large club. The young police officer
struggled with the leopard man, but before
Wilson and the other men could arrive on the
scene, the cultist had smashed in the officer’s

skull with the club and fled into the bushes.

Wilson had lost one of his best officers, but
the knife that the young man still held in his
hand was covered in blood. The police would
now be able to search for a man with a severe
knife wound.

The district officer was about to have some
men take the constable’s body to the com-
pound when he had a sudden flash of intuition
that the leopard man might return to the scene
of the crime. While the other officers searched
the neighboring villages, Wilson hid himself
behind some bushes overlooking the trail.

Around midnight, just as Wilson was
beginning to think about returning to the
compound, a nightmarish figure crawling on
all fours emerged from the jungle, pounced on
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the young officer’s corpse, and began clawing
at his face like a leopard. But rather than
claws raking the body, Wilson caught the glint
of a two-pronged steel claw in the moonlight.
The killer had returned to complete the cult
ritual of sacrifice. Wilson advanced on the
leopard man, and the robed murderer snarled
at him as if he were truly a big cat. When he
came at him with the two-pronged claw, Wil-
son shot him in the chest.

With Wilson’s act of courage, the natives
of the region had been provided with proof
that the leopard men were not supernatural
beings that could not be stopped. The mem-
bers of the cult did not have magic that could
make them impervious to bullets. They were,
after all, men of flesh and blood—savage, bes-
tial, and vicious—but men, nonetheless. Once
word had spread that the district officer had
killed one of the leopard men, witnesses began
to come forward in great numbers with clues
to the identity of cult members and the possi-
ble location of a secret jungle shrine.

The shrine itself was discovered deep in
the jungle, cunningly hidden and protected by
a large boulder. The cult’s altar was a flat stone
slab that was covered with dark bloodstains.
Human bones were strewn over the ground. A
grotesque effigy of a half-leopard, half-man
towered above the gory altar.

During February of 1948, 73 initiated
members of the cult were arrested and sent to
prison. Eventually, 39 of them were sentenced
to death and hanged in Abak Prison, their
executions witnessed by a number of local
tribal chiefs who could testify to their villages
that the leopard men were not immortal.

Interestingly, on January 10, 1948, just a
month before the leopard men were hanged in
Nigeria, three women and four men were exe-
cuted for their part in the lion men murders in
the Singida district in Tanganyika. The lion
people had dressed in lion skins and murdered
more than 40 natives in ritual slayings that
left wounds on their victims that resembled
the marks of a lion’s claws.
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ASA meddler Richard Hoagland insists
that not only have the astronauts been to

Mars, but they have been covering up HASA C @VE RS U P

the discovery of ruins and artifacts.

Especially intrigued by the so-called Mars Face, a Evi D E HC E @ F ALi EH

Sphinx-like object that appeared on numerous NASA

photographs during the Viking | orbit in 1976, Hoagland Li FE @ H lT[ARS

has demanded the agency to divulge the discovery.

In April 1998, NASA's Mars Global Surveyor SOURGES!
spacecraft traveled near Mars and sent back photos
debunking theories that ancient civilizations con-
structed the face. The new pictures showed only an
pile of rocks, completely devoid of the profile of the
previous portraits of the Mars Face.

www.enterprisemission.com/.
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Within hours of NASA's statement, Hoagland’s
website declared, “Honey, | Shrunk the Face!” He
insists NASA has been hiding the artifacts for
decades. Hoagland unearthed a 1960 NASA-commis-
sioned report recommending any future discoveries
of alien life be kept from the public so as not to disturb
the evolutionary flow of twentieth-century civilization.

Eisler, Robert. Man into Wolf. London: Spring Books, began to receive rumors of strange ceremonies

n.d. being held late at night in the jungle. These
Lefebure, Charles. The Blood Cults. New York: Ace midnight assemblies were said to be bestial rit-
Books, 1969. uals that mocked Christian rites and included

the eating of human flesh and the drinking of
blood. Then came the reports of native people

Tue Mau-NTau being dragged from their beds at night, being
beaten or maimed, and forced to swear oaths

4+ t has been said that no one knows the real of initiation to a secret society. In each case,
meaning of “Mau-Mau” other than a their assailants were said to be members of a
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Kikuyu (also Gikuyu) tribesperson and
that is because its name, like its origins, is
shrouded in ancient African tribal mysteries
and covered in blood. On the other hand,
some authorities claim that the name was
invented by European settlers and applied to
the native insurrectionists in Kenya. At any
rate, the name was first heard among the
white population of Africa in 1948 when
police officials in the British colony of Kenya

THE G ALE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF

secret society called the Mau-Mau.

In 1952, a state of emergency was declared
in Kenya as the midnight rituals and beatings
had escalated into the murder of Kikuyu
policemen, whose bodies were found mutilat-
ed and bound with wire, floating in rivers.
White farmers discovered their cattle disem-
boweled and the tendons in their legs severed
so they could not walk. The secret society that
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Mau-Mau being rounded

had begun by practicing black magic and the
administration of blood oaths had degenerat-
ed into the most violent sorts of barbarism.

up. (CORBIS CORPORATION)

TH E Mau-Mau weapon of choice

was the machete.

The Mau-Mau weapon of choice was the
panga, the broad-bladed machete commonly
used to hack a path through thick jungle vege-
tation. The society appeared to favor bloody
and brutal attacks as a means of striking fear
into the hearts and minds of all who might
oppose them, but their choice of enemies
seemed often difficult to comprehend. The
first man to die at the hand of the Mau-Mau
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was a Kikuyu chief who spoke out against the
secret society that had chosen to resort to sav-
agery and barbarism to achieve its political
objectives. In October 1952, a lone white set-
tler was killed and disemboweled. An elderly
farmer was found dead in November; in Janu-
ary 1953, two men who worked a farm as part-
ners were discovered murdered by the Mau-
Mau. A vicious attack on January 24, 1953,
claimed the Rucks, a family of English her-
itage, who had always been regarded as dealing
with their black employees in a fair-minded
and charitable manner, even to the extent of
supporting a clinic at their own expense. The
bodies of the husband, wife, and their six-year-
old son were found so hacked and ripped as to
be nearly unrecognizable as human beings.

Later it was learned that native men and
women who had been in the Rucks’ employ
for many years had been foremost in the
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slaughter of the English family. What seemed
particularly insidious to the white population
was discovering to their horror that employees
who had been loyal to them for decades were
suddenly rising up and butchering them with-
out warning. When the Mau-Mau demanded
that blood be shed, long-standing associations
and friendships between black and white were
no longer considered something of value.

Such unprovoked butchery as that exhibit-
ed toward the Rucks had the white farmers
watching their employees apprehensively and
preparing for another brutal attack on their
isolated homes. But the next violent raid
occurred on March 26, 1953, against the
police station at Naivasha. The station was
overrun and guns and ammunition were taken
away in a truck. Later that same night, the
Mau-Mau bound the circular huts of the vil-
lages of Lari with cables so the doors could not
be opened, poured gasoline over the thatched
roofs, and set the homes on fire. Most of the
men of the village were away serving in the
Kikuyu Guard, an anti-Mau-Mau force, so the
greatest number of the 90 bodies found in the
charred remains were those of women and
children. In addition, the Mau-Mau had muti-
lated more than1,000 of the villagers’ cattle as
further punishment for opposing them.

As nearly as it can be determined from the
vantage point of an historical re-examination
of events, the Mau-Mau was quite likely an
ancient Kikuyu secret society that was reacti-
vated. The Kikuyu tribe was the most popu-
lous and educated in Kenya, but their culture
also permitted secret societies to flourish, and
there were many such groups that had been in
existence since long before the Europeans
came to Africa. The Mau-Mau leaders
invoked the old secret society in order to stir
up the Kikuyu tribe to support their demands
for independence and for the return of the
Kikuyu land that the whites had stolen over
the years. What was ignored by the society’s
leaders was the fact that the land occupied by
the European settlers had long been designat-
ed a kind of buffer zone between the Kikuyu
and their traditional enemies the Mazai tribe.

The ranks of the Mau-Mau increased when
they began to force many unwilling individuals
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from other tribes into participating in their
blood oaths. The oathing ceremonies began
with the new members taking a vow to honor
the old religion of their tribal ancestors. There
were at least seven stages of oath-taking,
which might take several days or weeks to
complete and which included the drinking of
blood, eating portions of human flesh, cohabit-
ing with animals, and ingesting bits of brains
from disinterred corpses. After the seventh
stage of the oath-taking had been reached, the
members had to repeat the cycle and reinforce
their vows by beginning again. No man or
woman was exempt from this requirement, not
even the leaders of the society.

B Y the time the Mau Mau was disbanded, they
had slaughtered over 2,000 African tribespeople.

The Mau-Mau reign of terror was broken by
groups of white settlers who joined the auxiliary
police and army units who had combined forces
with ex-terrorist Kikuyus. The former Mau-Mau
members were provided with small arms and
grenades, and they, in turn, taught the whites
how to move silently through the thick under-
brush. In May 1956, Dedan Kimathi, who was
identified as the militant head of the Mau-Mau,
was captured by a party of Kikuyu tribal police.
Soon after Kimathi had been apprehended, the
Mau-Mau society crumbled from lack of ammu-
nition and arms, internal quarrels in the ranks,
and disease brought about by the hardship of
existing in the jungle under extremely difficult
conditions. By the time the Mau-Mau was dis-
banded, they had slaughtered more than 2,000
African tribespeople and brutally maimed many
thousands more native people. Although the
murders of Kenyan civilians of European ances-
try were brutal and bloody, the actual numbers
of those killed at the hands of the Mau-Mau
were greatly exaggerated by the media. Actual
deaths of white settlers attributed to the Mau-
Mau insurrectionists have been listed as low as

32 to 57, to as high as less than 100.

Dedan Kimathi was executed by the British
in 1957 for having ordered atrocities and mur-
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ders as the leader of the Mau-Mau. The Kikuyu
Central Association, the political party that
fronted for the secret activities of the Mau-Mau,
was headed by Johnstone Kamau, better known
as Jomo Kenyatta (1892-1978). Under his lead-
ership, Kenya gained independence in 1963.
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THE RosicrRUucCiAmns

he citizens of Paris awoke one morning
| in 1622 to find that their city had been
ornamented with posters which the
Brethren of the Rosy Cross (Rosicrucians) had
scattered to announce that their secret order
was now moving among the Parisians to save
them from the error of death. In the seven-
teenth century, the Rosicrucians
rumored to have accomplished the transmuta-
tion of metals, the means of prolonging life,
the knowledge to see and to hear what was
occurring in distant places, and the ability to
detect secret and hidden objects.

were

R@S I C RU CIA HS were rumored. to have

accomplished the transmutation of metals.

— ]

Such announcements were met with great
excitement. It was a time of reformation and
enlightenment, and all of Europe was looking
forward to the new world that the alchemists
and magicians promised was about to emerge
from the ashes of the old. And leading such a
movement of a new appreciation of the arts
and sciences and humankind’s true place in
the universe was the Illumined Father and

Brother Christian Rosencreutz (1378-1484),
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a brilliant magus, who at the age of 16 had
already gained secret wisdom teachings from

the sages of Arabia and the Holy Land.

When Rosencreutz returned to Germany
circa 1450, he became a recluse, for he could
see that Europe was not yet ready for the com-
plete reformation which he so yearned to pre-
sent to it. For one thing, he claimed to have
acquired the fabled philosopher’s stone, which
enabled him to produce all the gold and pre-
cious gems necessary to allow him to build a
house where he could live peacefully and well.
To share the power of the legendary stone of
transmutation with the unwise, the worldly,
and the greedy would be disastrous. Quietly,
Rosencreutz accepted only a handful of care-
fully evaluated students to whom he imparted
the knowledge that he had acquired in
ancient Egypt and the connection that he had
made with the mystery schools and the eso-
teric teachings of great masters. He was partic-
ularly enthusiastic about telling his students
about Pharaoh Amenhotep and the monothe-
istic view of one God. At first there were only
three disciples in attendance; then later, eight
brothers, including Rosencreutz himself,
swore to uphold the following precepts:

1. They would not profess any creed but the
goal of healing the sick without reward,;

2. They would affect no particular style of
clothing;

3. They would meet once each year in the
House of the Sainted Spirit;

4. Each brother would carefully choose his
OWN SUCCESSOT;

5. The letters “R.C.” would serve as their
only seal and character;

6. The Brotherhood would remain secret for
100 years.

When Rosencreutz died in 1484 at the age
of 106, the five brethren who had been chosen
to travel throughout Europe performing chari-
table deeds had established a reputation for
being selfless benefactors. Although Rosen-
creutz had been buried in secret, one of the
brothers happened by chance to discover his
burial chamber and read the promise inscribed
above the entrance that Rosencreutz would
return in 126 years. The discovery of the illu-
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mined father’s prediction inspired the surviv-
ing brothers to work in earnest to spread the
teachings of Christian Rosencreutz through-
out the world.

Between 1604 and 1616, three manifestos
were released in Germany by the secret broth-
erhood of the Rosicrucians (from the Latin,
Rosae Crucis, “Rose Cross”). The first two
pamphlets called upon the educated and influ-
ential to unite to bring about a reformation of
the educational, moral, and scientific establish-
ments of Europe. The German monk Martin
Luther (1483-1546) had already set in motion
a reformation in the spiritual sphere of life, the
Rosicrucian Fraternity pointed out, but now it
was time to educate the people of Europe to
understand the true relationship of humankind
to the universe and to perceive truly the dis-
tinctions between the material and the divine.

The manifestos condemned all those who
contributed to the moral decay of Europe, and
the brotherhood promised to help alleviate all
suffering and to eradicate all ignorance. The
[llumined Father Christian Rosencreutz pos-
sessed the wisdom and the wealth through the
transmutation of base metals to elevate the
common people of Europe.

The manifestos also shared some startling
assertions, among them:

1. The end of the world was near, but those
who had become enlightened by the new
reformation would be initiated into a high-
er consciousness.

2. New stars had appeared in the constella-
tions of Cygnus and Serpentarius that pre-
dicted the destruction of the Roman

Catholic Church.
3. The Illumined Father divined the secret

code that God placed in the universe in
the beginning of time and blessed those
who possess such magic.

4. The transmutation of base metals into gold
and precious gems is a natural miracle that
has been revealed to such magi as Christ-
ian Rosencreutz. Forget about the efforts of
the pseudo-chemists.

5. The Rosicrucian Fellowship has wealth to
distribute, but it does not wish a single
coin from anyone.
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The manifestos created great excitement in
early seventeenth-century Europe. Royalty,
common folk, merchants, mystics, alchemists—
all clamored for more information about the
mysterious secret brotherhood. Those who were
ill wished healing. Those who were poor were
eager to accept a portion of the wealth the
brotherhood was willing to distribute. Those
who were greedy wanted their turn with the
philosopher’s stone and their opportunity to
transmute tons of base metals into tons of gold.

And perhaps most of all, people wanted to
join the secret society and become Rosicru-
cians, but no one knew where any of their
lodges were or where they might find the
House of the Sainted Spirit. Desperate indi-
viduals placed their letters of application for
the fraternity in public places where they
hoped the Rosicrucians might find them and
contact them.

It wasn’t long before charlatans began pos-
ing as members of the secret fraternity and
attempting to charge the gullible for admit-
tance, but when the deceivers could not pro-
duce mounds of gold upon demand, the crooks
were either imprisoned or pummeled. Nor had
too much time passed before word spread
among the religious that the Rosicrucians
were satanists who sought only to delude
Europe into sin.

In spite of entreaties, threats, and demands,
no Rosicrucian stepped forward to identify
himself, and the society remained secret—the
most secret of all secret societies. It is interest-
ing to speculate that the symbol of Martin
Luther, the Protestant reformer and founder of
the Lutheran Church, was a red rose and a
cross, which remains the emblem of Luther-
anism. Could Luther also have sought to reform
the whole societal structure of Europe, as well
as the Roman Catholic Church? Unlikely, for
Luther would not have used the language of the
alchemist and the magus. Another member,
according to some, is the great Francis Bacon
(1561-1626), whose unfinished manuscript,
The New Atlantis (1627), describes an earthly
utopian paradise, a secret brotherhood who
wear the Rose Cross on their turbans, who heal
people without charge, and who meet yearly in
their temple. The philosopher Rene Descartes
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(1596-1650) was once nearly arrested on the
accusation that he was a member of the secret
society, but he convinced his accusers that the
Rosicrucians were invisible, while, he, it was
plain to see, was not.

While the true identity of the Rosicrucians
may never be known, nor whether such a man
as Christian Rosencreutz ever really existed,
the concepts expressed in their three mani-
festos pertaining to individual freedom, the
separation of church and state, and the quest
to determine humankind’s true place in the
universe became ideals that inspired the peri-
od of Enlightenment and have been carried
over into modern times.

% DELVING DEEPER

McFadden, Ashley. “The Rosicrucians—A Brief His-
torical Overview.” R.C. Times, summer 1994
[Online] http://www.arcgl.org/rosie.htm.

Spence, Lewis. An Encyclopedia of Occultism. New
Hyde Park, N.Y.: University Books, 1960.

Yates, Frances A. The Rosicrucian Enlightenment. Boul-

der, Colo.: Shambhala, 1978.

THE THUGGEE

o organized cult of killers has ever
H murdered as many people as the

Thuggee. In the 1830s this Indian
secret society strangled upward of 30,000
native people and travelers as a sacrifice to
their goddess Kali, the “Dark Mother,” the
Hindu Triple Goddess of creation, preserva-

tion, and destruction. The name Thuggee
comes from the Sanskrit sthaga, “deceiver.”

TH E name Thuggee comes from the Sanskrit

sthaga, “deceiver.”

S—

Although the Thuggee probably originat-
ed sometime in the sixteenth century, they
were not uncovered by British authorities
until about 1812. Great Britain was beginning
to expand its territories in India, and the
British administrators were becoming increas-
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ingly alarmed by reports of bands of stranglers
that were roving the countryside murdering
travelers. At first there appeared to be no con-
nection between the bizarre killings, but then
the bodies of 50 victims were found hidden in
a series of wells in the Ganges area. Such
large-scale mass murder could not have been
kept secret for so long unless special pains had
been taken to dispose of the victims’ corpses.
Examination of the bodies revealed that the
murderers had broken all joints of their vic-
tims’ limbs to speed up the process of decom-
position and to prevent the swelling of the
graves that would attract scavenging jackals
and other wild animals. Such evidence con-
vinced the authorities that they were dealing
with one secret society, the Thuggee.

The murderous craft of the Thuggee was
hereditary. Its practitioners were trained from
earliest childhood to murder by the quick,
quiet method of a strong cloth noose tightened
about the neck of their victims. This weapon,
the “Rumal,” was worn knotted about the
waist of each member of the Thuggee.

The Thuggee gloried in silent and efficient
acts of murder above any other earthly accom-
plishment, and they traveled often in the
guise of traders, pilgrims, and even as soldiers
marching to or from service. On occasion, the
more flamboyant would pretend to be a rajah
with a large retinue of followers. Each band of
Thuggee had a small unit of scouts and invei-
glers who would loiter about hotels and mar-
ket places gaining information regarding trav-
elers and the weight of their coin purses. The
inveiglers posed as travelers headed for the
same destination as their intended victims.
They would worm themselves into the confi-
dences of their prey, pleading the old adage of
safety in numbers.

The mass slaughters of large groups of mer-
chants and travelers were usually committed
when all were encamped. Working in groups
of three, one Thuggee would loop the Rumal
around the victim’s neck, another would press
his head forward, and the third would grab his
legs and throw him to the ground. In the rare
instance when an intended victim escaped the
nooses in the death area, he would run into
scouts posted at the edge of the jungle. One
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hundred percent mortality of their victims was
the goal of the Thuggee.

In spite of what first appeared to be indis-
criminate murder on a very large scale, the
Thuggee had a peculiar code of ethics whose
rules forbade the killing of fakirs, musicians,
dancers, sweepers, oil vendors, carpenters,
blacksmiths, maimed or leprous persons,
Ganges water-carriers, and women. Despite the
restriction against the murder of females, how-
ever, the presence of wives traveling with their
husbands often necessitated the strangling of a
woman to protect the secrecy of the society.

The strongest rule of the brotherhood was
the one prohibiting the shedding of blood.
According to Thuggee beliefs, the goddess
Kali taught the fathers of thuggery to strangle
with a noose and to kill without permitting
the flow of blood. All victims of the Thuggee
were sacrificed to Kali, and the members of
the secret society would have been greatly
incensed by an accusation that they killed
only for booty.

With the exception of a small number of
boys who may have been captured or spared
during a raid, a man had to be born into the
cult in order to become an initiate. The mini-
mum age for initiation into the society was 10,
and the young candidates were allowed to
watch their elders at work from hidden points
some distance from the site of the attack. At
the age of 18, they were permitted to make
their first human sacrifices to Kali.

The Thuggee had their female counter-
parts in a secret sect of Tantrists who held that
it was only by a constant indulgence in pas-
sion that a human could ever achieve total
union with Kali. Only indulgence in the five
vices that corrupt the soul of humankind—
wine, meat, fish, mystical gesticulations, and
sexual indulgence—could drive the poisons
out of the human body and purify the soul.

In 1822, William Sleeman, an officer in
the Bengal Army who had transferred to civil
service, was appointed by Governor General
Lord Bentinck to rid India of the society of
stranglers. Fluent in four Indian dialects, Slee-
man had been the British official who had first
confirmed the growing suspicion that the
murders were committed throughout central
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India by the Thuggee. He was well aware that
it would be no easy task putting a halt to such
large-scale murders, for the members of the
secret society were indistinguishable from any
other of the many bands of outlaws who
infested the country’s roads. And what made
the job of identifying the Thugs even more
difficult was the fact that they were indistin-
guishable from any of the travelers and mer-
chants who were their victims. As their name
implied, they were master deceivers.

Finally, by meticulously marking the scene
of each discovered attack site on a map and by
maintaining careful records of the dates, Slee-
man was able to begin to predict the areas
where the next mass murders were likely to take
place. When his agents and informants brought
him word that known members of the Thuggee
had been seen in a certain region, Sleeman sent
his personally recruited police officers out dis-
guised as merchants in order to ambush the
Thugs who appeared to attack what they
believed was a group of harmless travelers.

Between 1830 and 1841, Sleeman’s police
captured at least 3,700 Thugs, breaking forev-
er the back of the infamous secret society. Of
this total, only 50 received a pardon for sup-
plying valuable information that had been uti-
lized in destroying the secret society. The
remainder of those apprehended were impris-
oned for life and 500 were hanged. Without
exception, the Thuggee condemned to be
hanged went to their own deaths with the
same lack of emotion with which they had
murdered their victims. In many instances,
their final request from the hangman was that
they be permitted to place the noose around
their own neck.

Trials of Thuggee brought out many ghast-
ly facts about the deadly skills of some of its
members. A band of 20 confessed that they
had participated in 5,200 murders. An indi-
vidual named Buhram, who had been a stran-
gler for 40 years, had the highest lifetime score
to his discredit—931. When asked if he expe-
rienced any feelings of remorse or guilt, he
answered sharply that no man should ever feel
compunction in following his trade.

Although isolated cases of a Thug’s profi-
ciency with a noose still exist in India and in
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other parts of the world, the stranglers of the
goddess Kali no longer exist as a secret society.
The designation of “thug,” however, remains
as a negative term applied to brutish criminals.

The violent chapter imprinted in India’s
history by the cult of the Thuggee has been
portrayed quite often in motion pictures,
notably Gunga Din (1939) with Cary Grant,
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and Victor McLaglen;
Terence Fisher’s Stranglers of Bombay (1960);
Steven Spielberg’s Indiana Jones and the Temple
of Doom (1984) with Harrison Ford and Kate
Capshaw; and The Deceivers (1988) with

Pierce Brosnan.

% DELVING DEEPER

Brantlinger, Patrick. Confessions of a Thug. Oxford:
Oxford World Classics, 1998.

Daraul, Arkon. A History of Secret Societies. New
York: Pocket Books, 1969.

Heckethorn, Charles William. Secret Societies of All
Ages and Countries. Kila, Mont.: Kessinger Pub-
lishing, 1997.

Howard, Michael. The Occult Conspiracy: Secret Soci-
eties— Their Influence and Power in World History.
Rochester, Vt.: Inner Traditions, 1989.

THE Tongcs

ccording to the Internet Movie Base,

the Chinese Tongs have been an inte-

gral element of violence and mystery in
140 motion pictures in China and the United
States. Interestingly, the first American film
on the subject,The War of the Tongs, was
released in 1917. In 1985, Year of the Dragon
provoked a great deal of controversy in its por-
trayal of a racist white cop (Mickey Rourke)
battling hordes of evil Chinese gang members.
The greatest flaw in the motion picture was
blending Chinese gangs, the Tongs, and the
Triad into one massive “Chinese Mafia” kind
of amalgamated crime organization. In actual-
ity, although the gangs exist, they are separate
from the Tongs, a survivor of the protective
societies of ancient times, and the Triad, a
recent element of organized crime that grew
out of the Tongs.

The first Tong in America is believed to
have originated in San Francisco in 1874.
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Essentially, the Tong (which originally meant
“parlor”) was a merchants’ protective associa-
tion created to defend themselves against bru-
tal treatment directed at them by the white
inhabitants of the city. Eventually, the Tong
became powerful enough to sell “protection”
to the newer merchants and to establish ille-
gal gambling halls. Success in extortion and
gambling led to an extension of activities into
opium distribution and prostitution.

Although in 1880 the Chinese population
in New York City was only around 800, the
first Tong was established there in that year.
By 1890, a rush of immigration increased the
total to 13,000 Chinese in the city, and the
Tong was ready to exploit a population isolat-
ed by language, culture, and prejudice. In
1900, rival Tongs ignited a series of Tong wars
that lasted intermittently until the 1930s. It
was at that time that the larger American
public became fully aware of the Tong warriors
with their chain mail shirts and hatchets.

Like so many secret societies, the origins of
the Triad Tong have been lost in the lore of
legend. According to some students of the
Tongs, in 1647 a community of monks who
lived in the Fukien Province of China had
become masters in the art of war. When a for-
eign prince invaded China, the emperor sent
138 of these monks to throw out the invading
forces. After three months of bitter fighting,
they routed the enemy and returned to their
monastery laden with gifts and honors from
the grateful emperor.

While the monks were content to resume
their lives of contemplation, some of the
emperor’s ministers were jealous of the favors
he had bestowed upon them and persuaded
him that the monks were deceptively plan-
ning a rebellion. Fearful of their martial arts
skills, the emperor decided to attack the
monks without warning and sent a strong
force of the Imperial Guard, armed with gun-
powder, to destroy the monastery. It was said
the flames ignited by the blasts soared up to
heaven, where they were seen by the Immor-
tals who, perceiving the injustice being dealt
the monks, came down to Earth and pushed
aside one of the monastery’s huge walls,
enabling 18 monks to escape. Most of them
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he question of who killed U.S. President

John F. Kennedy (1917-1963) on November

22,1963, has been a subject of controver-

sy. Conspiracy theorists dispute allega-
tions that Lee Harvey Oswald was able to accurately
hit a moving target at that distance with the bolt-
action rifle allegedly in his possession. They insist one
person could not have fired so many shots so quickly
from this type of rifle.

In 1964, the Warren Commission, a group of gov-
ernment officials investigating the assassination, con-
cluded that a single bullet passed through Kennedy's
body and struck Texas governor John Connally. A fatal
second shot hit the president in the head, and another
bullet missed the presidential automobile altogether.

Conspiracy theorists dismiss the so-called
“magic bullet” that passed through Kennedy and
through the back, ribs, right wrist, and left leg of Con-
nally. Governor and Nellie Connally believed that two
bullets had struck the president and that a third and
separate bullet had wounded the governor.

On July 3, 1997, former U.S. president Gerald Ford,
the only surviving member of the Warren Commission,
admitted he had altered the commission’s description
of the gunshot. According to Ford, the original text
said that a bullet had entered Kennedy's back at a
point slightly above the shoulder and to the right of the
spine. Ford changed the bullet’s entrance point from
Kennedy's upper back to “the base of the back of the
neck.” Such a seemingly minor change would support
the commission'’s single-assassin hypothesis that was
based on the “magical” path of a single bullet that
could pass through Kennedy’s neck and leave another
six wounds on his body before striking Texas governor
John Connally’s back, ribs, right wrist, and left leg.
Ford told the Associated Press, “My changes were
only an attempt to be more precise. | think our judg-
ments have stood the test of time.”

A poll conducted by the University of Ohio and
Scripps Howard News Service in 1997 revealed that
51 percent of Americans dismissed the “magic bullet”
theory. Twenty percent believed federal government

THE "[MIaGic
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agents killed Kennedy. Another 33 percent, while not
accusing government agents, felt that a conspiracy
was “somewhat likely.”
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were so badly burned that they soon died, and
the surviving five escaped from the Imperial
troops by miraculous means.

After many ordeals the five monks came to
a city in Fukien Province where they founded
a Tong whose aim was to overthrow the
emperor who had betrayed their loyalty. That
Tong exists today as the Triad Tong, and the
five monks who founded it, according to the
legend, are known as the Five Ancestors.
Although the revolt against the emperor
failed, the survivors scattered throughout
China and established five Provincial Grand
Lodges, each led by one of the five monks.

TH E true name of the Tong was “I Ho
Chuan,” which means the Tong of “The Fists of

Righteous Harmony.”

E—

Initiation into the Triad Society is based
on a blood ceremony. First, the ancient Five
Heroes are invoked by an “Incense Master”
who offers libations of tea and wine. The can-
didate for initiation is challenged at the
entrance to the lodge by guards carrying razor-
edged swords. He is allowed to enter only after
answering a series of ritual questions as he
crawls under crossed swords. Once inside the
lodge, the initiate participates in a lengthy
reenactment of the traditional ordeals of the
Five Ancestors, swears 36 oaths, and learns his
first secret signs. Then a rooster is brought in
and beheaded, a warning to the initiate that
he will suffer the same fate if he betrays the
Tong. Finally, he drinks a mixture of blood,
wine, cinnabar, and ashes. In times past, the
blood used to be drawn from the initiate and
other members of the lodge. Today the blood
is generally that of the slaughtered rooster.

The blood oaths that were so favored by
the Tongs originated with the Yellow Turbans,
one of the earliest and most mystical societies
in China. Founded in the middle of the sec-
ond century in northeast China, the Yellow
Turbans revered Chang Cheuh, a great healer
and magician, as a savior of the nation against

THE G ALE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF T

the despotic Han dynasty. Cheuh’s society
soon numbered so many thousands that he
needed 36 generals to lead the rebellion that
conquered the entire north of China within
less than a month. Three of Chang Cheuh’s
disciples have been credited with taking the
first blood oath when each of them slit open a
vein, filled a vessel with blood, and drank the
mixture of their vital fluid while vowing eter-
nal brotherhood. This basic blood oath cere-
mony, with many variations, became an inte-
gral part of Tong ritual.

In the summer of 1900, the notorious
Boxer Tong drove more than 3,000 people—
mainly European missionaries, their families,
and Chinese Christian converts—into the
legation district of Peking. The siege had been
provoked by the terror tactics of the Tong,
which had been given almost a free hand by
the Manchu government to free the nation
from the foreign imperialists whom they
accused of exploiting the Chinese people.
“Boxer” was the Western name for this Tong,
derived from its symbol of a clenched fist. The
true name of the Tong was “I Ho Chuan,”
which means the Tong of “The Fists of Right-
eous Harmony.”

The Boxers believed that they could
achieve the righteousness of their cause by
force, and they depended greatly on supernat-
ural elements to aid them in achieving invul-
nerability. They employed rituals compounded
of self-hypnotism, mass-hysteria, and drugs. At
the height of their ceremonies, the initiates
reached a state of frenzy wherein they would
smash their clenched fists against unyielding
surfaces until the blood flowed from broken
knuckles. Then after a period of spasmodic
twitching, foaming at the mouth and scream-
ing hysterically, they would roll about on the
ground until they became unconscious. At this
point, they were led into the Inner Temple to
be taught the magical secrets of the Tong and
to receive their power of invulnerability
against death at the hands of a foreigner. The
imparting of invulnerability was followed by
the blood oath of the Tong, in which each ini-
tiate drank a measure of blood.

Initially the violence of the Boxers was
directed against small Christian missionary
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outposts, especially in the Shantung province.
The Empress Dowager, who became a regent
after forcing her nephew from the throne, had
encouraged the attacks. On her orders, Imperi-
al officers were ordered to assist the Tong dur-
ing the 55-day siege against the foreign lega-
tions. However, even before the various
nations whose citizens were under attack sent
relief forces to capture the city and squelch the
rebellion, many Imperial soldiers had already
deserted the Boxers and were starting to fight
against them from the ranks of other Tongs.

The Triad reached the United States with
the mass of Chinese workers who immigrated
to the west coast during the gold rush fever of
the 1840s. Bewildered in a strange land and
mercilessly exploited by people who had hired
them as common laborers, the Chinese immi-
grants welcomed the protection provided by
the Triads that sprang up among their commu-
nities, hiding behind the fronts of innocent
social clubs. Among the first of the Triads to
establish itself in the United States was the
so-called “Five Companies,” named after the
five districts of China. Once it had established
itself, it began to exploit the same Chinese
population it had previously protected.

The main nerve-center of the Triad was—
and remains—Hong Kong. There are seven
main branches, each with its own area of
influence and working independently of the
others. Although its influence on the course
of Chinese politics has been considerable, the
Triad has never been unduly concerned about
which government happens to be in power.
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MakinG THE CONnecTion

blasphemy An irreverent utterance or action
showing a disrespect for sacred things or

for God.
chieftain The leader of a clan, tribe, or group.

conspiracy An evil, treacherous, or unlawful
plan formulated in secret between two or
more people to commit a subversive action
or plot.

desecration When something sacred is treated
in a profane or damaging manner.

fanatical Extreme enthusiasm, frenzy, or zeal
about a particular belief, as in politics or
religion.

heresy The willful, persistent act of adhering
to an opinion or belief that rejects or con-
tradicts established teachings or theories
that are traditional in philosophy, religion,
science, or politics.

heretic From the Greek hairetikos, meaning
“able to choose.” Someone who does not
conform or whose opinions, theories, or
beliefs contradict the conventional estab-
lished teaching, doctrines, or principles,
especially that of religion.

insurrectionist Someone who is in rebellion
or revolt against an established authority,
ruler, or government.

leprous From the Greek, lepros, meaning
“scale.” Something resembling the symp-
toms of or relating to the disease of leprosy,
which covers a person’s skin with scales or
ulcerations.

magus A priest, wizard, or someone who is
skilled or learned, especially in astrology,
magic, sorcery, or the like.

metaphysical Relating to abstract thought or
the philosophical study of the nature of
existence and truth.

philanthropy From the Greek philanthropos,
meaning “humane,” and from philos,
meaning “loving.” An affection or desire
to help improve the spiritual, social, or
material welfare of humanity through acts
of charity or benevolence.
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shapeshift Someone or something that is able magic of something that is above and
to change form or shape. beyond what is normally explained by nat-
subversive To cause the ruin or downfall of ural laws.
something or to und