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Dictionary of Mythology Folklore and Symbols
by Gertrude Jobes / 1961. 872 p.

Dictionary of Mythology : Folklore and Symbols (expanded 2 volume set)
by G. Jobes




A Dictionary of Symbols
by J. E. Cirlot / 1971. 385 p.




Dictionary of Symbols and Imagery
by Ad de Vries / 1976. 515 p.




The Continuum Encyclopedia of Symbols
by Udo Becker / 1994. 343 p. 

From Book News, Inc.
Short articles suggest the significance that literature, religion, mythology, and psychology have attributed to such symbols as the apple, fire, hexagons, the phoenix, and yeast. Translated from the 1992 German original. 

From Booklist 
Becker, an authority on semiotics (the theory of signs and symbols), has produced a scholarly compendium of symbols. Translated from the original German, more than 1,500 entries are arranged alphabetically, along with 800 illustrations, most of them in black and white, with an insert of colorplates. As he states in the foreword, the selection from the inestimable number of symbolic signs is always a personal one by the editor. Readers will find symbolic meanings for common objects, such as the... read more

Synopsis 
Tracing symbols to their cultural, religious, or mythological origins, this informative book explores a rich array of objects and concepts which contain hidden or encoded meanings behind their ordinary, outer appearance. An invaluable aid for artists, writers, and all those who search for the deeper significance lying within the ordinary and everyday. 




Symbolism: A Comprehensive Dictionary
by Steven Olderr / 1986. 153 p. 

Book Description 
The most comprehensive such dictionary, Olderr's defines 6,115 terms of not only general symbolism but specialized meanings, associations, emblems, attributes, allusions, in literature, art, religion, the Bible, mythology, psychology, folklore, flower language, astrology, numerology, alchemy, heraldry, and of course other fields.

Description and Content
Symbolism adds power and meaning to literature and art, and unlocks new dimensions even in old familiar works. General and specialized meanings of over 6,000 traditional symbols are given as used in literature, the Bible, mythology, religion, mythology, alchemy, art, astrology, and heraldry. The variants of emblems, associations, attributes, and allusions are also given. 159 pages packed with information. Printed on acid-free paper. "Choice" magazine found this a "welcome addition to reference collections." If you're an artist or writer, or just making up your own coat-of-arms, see the companion to this book, "Reverse Symbolism Dictionary." 
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Woman's Dictionary of Symbols and Sacred Objects
by Barbara G. Walker / 1988. 527 p. 

If you look up the word lion in the dictionary on your desk, odds are you'll learn it's a large, carnivorous mammal. The entry may note that it's the emblem of Great Britain, too, and mention courage and literary acumen, but you won't find out that two lions pulled the chariot of the goddess Cybele when she took it out for a spin. To learn that, you'd need to flip through The Woman's Dictionary of Symbols and Sacred Objects. At the top of each page are drawings of the symbols discussed on that page. This well-organized tome is fascinating reading with a female-centric spin. Thus, poppet is not just a doll, but one used by witches as a proxy for the person they wanted to harm. Vase symbolizes the Earth Mother's womb, and, according to author Barbara G. Walker, the Greek word for vase, pithos, was mistakenly translated as pyxis, box, in that tale about Pandora. 

From Book News, Inc.
On the language of symbols, many of which, the author maintains, were stolen from ancient women-centered systems and reinterpreted from a male standpoint. This guide is organized by shape of symbol or type of sacred object and includes 21 different sections, introductory essays for each section, 753 entries and 636 illustrations, and an alphabetical index for cross-reference purposes. 

Synopsis
This comprehensively, profusely illustrated dictionary presents the feminist history and relevance of many common symbols of Western civilization. Features more than 750 entries organized according to the shape or nature of the symbol discussed. 636 black-and-white line illustrations. 




Symbols, Our Universal Language
by Eva C. Hangen / 1962. 308 p.
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A Dictionary of Symbols
by Jean Chevalier and Alain Gheerbrant / 1994 

Booknews, Inc. 
Leaning heavily on astrology, tarot, and other occult disciplines popular at the time of its first publication, 1969 in French, lists alphabetically the names of symbols and discusses the meanings attached to them. Bison gets three sentences, father gets nearly a page; serpent gets over 14. Includes colors, numbers, sounds, gestures, character traits, and other topics that have been given symbolic significance.

Synopsis 
A bestseller in France, where it was originally published, this supremely erudite book draws together folkloric, literary, and artistic sources and focuses on the symbolic dimension of every color, number, sound, gesture, expression, or character trait that has benefited from symbolic interpretation. 




The Book of Symbols
by Jana Garai / 1974. 143 p.




The Herder Dictionary of Symbols : 
Symbols from Art, Archaeology, Mythology, Literature, and Religion 
by Boris Matthews 

This new edition to the meaning of symbols in religion, archaeology, mythology, art, dreams, fairy tales, and literature contains more than 1,000 entries from all over the world, revealing an abundance of the types of human symbolic thinking. 

This book should be on the reference shelf of anyone designing or evaluating logos. It is compact and packed with information on shapes, images and symbols from the perpectives of cultures around the world - from prehistory forward. It is illustrated and cross-referenced. Grab it several time throughout the design process to make sure you are on target with the symbolism inherent in the shapes and images you are using in your designs. Great value. 



Signs and Symbols : Their Design and Meaning 
by Adrian Frutiger, Andrew Bluhm 

A book all about form: the essence of design. This is definitely something every real designer should read at least once and by the time I finish it I'll probably have learned as much about typography/design/marks/form as a year's worth of my design program. This has to be one of the greatest design books ever written. 





Dictionary of Symbols :

An Illustrated Guide to Traditional Images, Icons, and Emblems 

by Jack Tresidder 

Synopsis 
Arranged alphabetically, from "amaranth" (a Greek symbol of immortality) to "ziggurat" (a temple-shaped Mesopotamian icon), "Dictionary of Symbols" explores 1,000 symbols, icons, emblems, and traditional images from across the world's cultures and throughout the ages. Two-color throughout. 120 line drawings. 

The crow spelled death for medieval Europeans, but for Native Americans it represents a guide from the spirit world. DICTIONARY OF SYMBOLS explores 1,000 symbols from across the world's cultures and throughout the ages. Indexed, cross-referenced, and packed with over 100 drawings, this A-Z guide is an indispensable reference for writers, artists, and anyone intrigued by the power of primal metaphors. 





An Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Traditional Symbols 


by J. C. Cooper 

Reviews:
I recently used this book for a research report on number symbolism. While becoming familiar with the text, I realized that the book contained extensive information on all symbols. After the report, I decided to purchase the book for future reference. Mr. Cooper did an outstanding and comprehensive job researching all types of symbols. Furthermore, by dividing his analysis of each symbol into different cultures, comparing and contrasting meaning was simple. I am indebted to this excellent reference source. 

J.C. Cooper's Dictionary of Symbols is the most thorough dictionary of symbology available. For its cultural diversity, clarity, and fairness of discourse it is without parallel. Cooper has been meticulous in her researches providing perspectives from all relevant fields of mysticism. Illustrations are classic rendering an ancient perspective on timeless themes. The dictionary also avoids gendre exclusive language in general while remaining faithful to original systems of belief. A most invaluable source for any work related to symbology, signs, iconic references, religious motifs and philosophical research to name a handful of endeavours that would benefit from Cooper's work. She is without peer in terms of having produced a reference guide that will be used long into the next millenium. A solid, integral piece of scholarship.





Dictionary of Symbolism : 

Cultural Icons and the Meanings Behind Them 

by Hans Biedermann 

Synopsis 
A rose, a cross, a heart, and hundreds of other common items hold great symbolic value--their meanings as varied as they are powerful. This encyclopedic work explores the rich and diverse meanings of more than 2,000 symbols, delving into the power of symbols in the past and present worlds of mythology, fairy tales, religion, literature, history, and archaeology. Over 600 illustrations. 

It's easy to use as there's an Index of all included words in the back and a pictorial index of symbols and icons. The book covers all you would expect with many drawings. I was surprised by the level of depth and detail given for meanings to include historic facts and elaborate definitions. You probably won't find everything you're looking for in here but what it does offer is well done.





Illustrated Book of Signs & Symbols 


by Miranda Bruce-Mitford, Bruce Mitford 

From religious symbols to modern and ancient signs alike, this covers thousands of signs and symbols used in art and communication from around the world. It's hard to categorize this book: where artists will find it handy for the initial location and research of symbols, any with a general interest in symbol origins and meaning will find this packed with important insights. 

From Booklist 
Signs and symbols in art, religion, customs, costumes, and folklore represent different things in different parts of the world. Religions and mythology make extensive use of symbols, yet mundane objects like food, flowers, jewelry, seashells, and musical instruments also hold symbolic meaning. In Judaism, lemons represent the human heart, while in Japan, peonies are linked with masculinity, good luck, and wealth. Certain animals, insects, birds, and reptiles stand for intangible concepts. Book Description 
This stunning illustrated guide to more than 2,000 signs and symbols covers the arts, religions, and folklore of cultures across the world. 

Synopsis 
An expert in Eastern art and culture deciphers the meanings of more than two thousand images from around the world, exploring their origins, meanings, and cultural context in words and full-color illustrations. 





Handbook of Pictorial Symbols : 

3250 Examples from International Sources 

by Rudolf and Modley, William R. Myers, Diana G. Comer 




The Secret Language of Symbols : 

A Visual Key to Symbols and Their Meanings 

by David Fontana 

Synopsis 
From the I Ching and the Chakras to the Tarot and the Zodiac, this credible, highly readable, and vividily illustrated encyclopedic volume traces the origins and evolution of hundreds of symbols and symbol systems that have impacted human culture, history, art, and psychology since the dawn of time. 450 full-color illustrations. 

Review:
A wonderful book. The highly readable text & awesome selection of fine arts illustrations make "The Secret Language of Symbols" one of the best in its genre. While it will serve well as an introductory book to various oracular & spiritual symbols, it offers much for the expert, also. It is extremely important that everyone who relies on oracles & predictive astrology go behind those useful functions to the deep foundations of life-affirming poetry & metaphor that are always present. You will feel closer to the natural world no matter where you live, & your heart & your brain will be more cooperative with each other. 





Symbol Sourcebook: 
An Authoritative Guide to International Graphic Symbols 

by Henry Dreyfuss 

Reveiws:
I just recently flipped through this book and definitely stopped me from looking for the actually book I was looking for. If you love symbols, this is it. It contains symbols from areas such as medical field to underground symbols used by hobos, which I found pretty interesting. It contains in depth symbolism of colors. Virtually all symbols that you might recognize or not are here. Check it out. 

I use Symbol Sourcebook as a bible for interpreting meaning from it's very thorough pages. It is full of insightful and seemingly rare symbols. From engineering to chemistry to any other form of language through symbol this book by Mr. Dreyfuss is astounding. It is my reference for many, many corporate identity projects.





Dictionary of Symbols
(Norton Paperback) 

by Carl G. Liungman 

From Book News, Inc.
Translated from the 1974 Swedish version, explains the functions, meanings, history, and systems of about 1,500 graphic symbols known in western culture. A classification based on three structural features (symmetry, open/closed, straight/curved lines) provides the organization of the main list. Well cross-referenced to different symbols with similar meanings and similar signs with different meanings. An 80-page introduction thoroughly discusses symbols

Reviews:
Among all the books referred to as "dictionaries" of symbols, this is the one that provides the artist with a truly visual inspiration. The black and white printing lends itself to the elegant and crisp presentation of the publication. Symbols are not obscure drawings, but concise graphic representations. For those interested in the deeper meaning of symbols (not simply their aesthetic appeal), explanations of symbol origin are provided alongside; similar or equivalent symbols are cross-referenced with each other. An excellent source for any designer seeking to add symbolism to his/her work without the frills.

This is an absolutely must have book for artists that use symbols in their work and that want to know the meaning of them. It covers a broad range from medical and scientific to religious and computer signs and symbols. 
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