




































































































































































32 LEOPARDS OF ENGLAND

telsbach, elector of the Bavarian Pala-
tinate. She had with other children an
only daughter Sophia, who became the
wife of Ernest Augustus of the Liine-
burg branch of the house of Brunswick
He was duke and elector of Hanover,
and their only son George, who succeed -
ed his father as elector in 1698, became
king at the death of Queen Anne since
she left no living issue.

The table on page 33 shows the suc-
cession of the Stewart sovereigns, and
King George’s descent from the founder
of that line.

The accession of the new king in
1714 caused another change to be made
in theroyal arms. He was already elec-
tor of Hanover, and bore his hereditary
arms of Brunswick, Gules two leopards
gold, impaling Liineburg, Gold pow-
dered with hearts gules a lion azure,
with a point in the foot of the shield of
the arms of Westphalia, Gules a running
horse silver, and over all a scutcheon,





































































AT HAMPTON COURT 45

decided that the yale might for present
purposes be regarded as a queen’s
beast. But not without hesitation, for
it was remembered that the yale was a
supporter of the Beauforts from whom
King Henry descended, as well as of
Henry Fitzroy, the bastard son of the
king, who was created duke of Rich-
mond and Somerset in 1525.

Of all these beasts the king’s lion
is naturally the most familiar, since
it was clearly the crowned and rampant
leopard that has been the principal sup-
porter of the English kings since Henry
VIII's days. The Welsh dragon had
been adopted as one of his supporters
by Henry VII, and it was used by all
the sovereigns of his house, the three
kings colouring it red, while Mary and
Elizabeth made it gold. The use of
the greyhound was also due to Henry
VII, who had a peculiar fondness for
this beast, using it almost invariably
as the sinister supporter of the royal










































AT HAMPTON COURT 55

fort ancestors. These two were held
by the bull and the king’s second dragon.

Next, with regard to the order in
which the beasts should be set upon
the bridge, it was thought proper that
they should be arranged alternately,
first a king’s beast, then a queen’s,
and so on, beginning with the king’s
crowned leopard on the left-hand, that
is the dexter and heraldically more
important, side of the spectator as he
approaches the bridge from the gravel
walk. That beast with the alliance
shield accordingly occupies the first
place on the left at the western end of
the bridge. Opposite to it stands the
queen’s unicorn, holding her quartered
shield. Next on the left comes the first
of Jane’s panthers supporting the wings
of Seymour, and on the corresponding
pier facing it is the dragon of Henry
with his royal arms. The middle beast
on his left hand is the greyhound with
the shield of England, and opposite is
placed the queen’s lion with her badge.






THE KiNg's DRAGON AND THE QUEEN'S PANTHER




























































SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 71

would seem that such an event must be
sought for between 1262, the date of
Gilbert de Clare’s succession to his
earldoms, and 1270, the year in which
St. Louis died.

May it not be possible that the year
1268, when the cross was raised for the
eighth time, supplied the required date ?
It was the crusade of Louis of France.
Henry III and Eleanor of Provence
were on the throne of England. Their
son, together with their nephew, Henry,
son of Richard of Cornwall, took the
cross ; and the example set by those
princes was followed by the earls of
Surrey and Gloucester, John de
Warenne and Gilbert de Clare. And
if the arms of Roger Bigod were
not included for the same reason, he
was in virtue of his office of marshal
a personage of such high import-
ance, and he had been so lately re-
conciled to King Henry, that in some
such reasons as those may perhaps
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