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fIltroduction 

It is not tile ai m orlhis book to describe in precise 
detail Ihe fUIeS of hl'rald !" }" but rath er LO i lllro

duce Ihe feade r to tlw rok of h('raldr}' and 10 

pro\,jde ('xa mples of how ;t W:l~ us('d in the 141h 
and 15th ccnturi('s. Tlwn.'forc , it is recommended 
that any r(,'I(l\:r lacking: knuwledge of ,hI' basics 
~hould haw a l hand an introductory book on the 
subject, such as the ObsU/tfr Book if /Jerold')', 
published by \ Va I"OC. 

It is anticipated Ih :u most I'cadns of this book 
"ill be mililarr (:nthusians. muddlers and war· 
garners. and tll(:rcfure I haW' conce ntrated on the 
purely milita ry aspect of Ill(:d icval hcr:ddry. 
This is appropria te, as \\'{' are conce rned h{'re 
with a period of hi story du ri ng \vh ich h<:ra ldry 
rt tained 011(' of iL<; o rigi nal funct ions tht: icknti
ficatiOI1 of il1di"idual~ and th('ir followcn; on the 
field ofba ttk', :\ Iatlcrs such as mottoes, supportt'rs, 
achievt'Jnt'nts, tht, arms of unmarrii'd bdies, 
hatch mcnls, and civil , t'{'\'l t'sias ti cal and corpor
ate coa ts of ;Hms ha \'(' been omitted. Reade rs 
wishing 10 learn abou! th ese fan·ts of lh!' subj('CI 
arc rcfcrf('d to tht" Obse r\"er title, and 10 an in
\l'rt'Slin).!; booklet entitkd Gn'ir IItrnldT)', published 
b) Shire Publica tions, I n place of these su hjects 
rcadrl"S will fi nd morc informa tion on m ililnry 
mailers, such as liveries, badges, c reslS, surcoa ts 
and hor~(' !rappers. than is normally fo und in 
books 0 11 ht"l",tldry. 

;" IO$t books writt en b} English authors almos t 
total1) ignore cont inenta l lH"rnldry, and therefore 
an attem pt has been mack to include at leas! 
some EUroP(,;11l examples, However, al mo.~\ 

ine\'itably till' ('mphasis will b(' found to be o n 
Engli~h Iwraldry, mainl )' because til t· va rious 
SQur(('S an' more readil} a\":lilahk to :In Eng lish 
author, hut also hcca us!' dra~ t i(' poli tica l changes 
In man) European countries ha\"e caused the 

Medieval Heraldry 

abolition of Ihe Colleg('S of H era lds and tbe 
sca tl cring or loss of their records. The records of 
Po lish medi eva l heraldry, fo r example, were 
destroyed during the Second World War. ) It 
shou ld also be rcmcmbcn.:d that mosl publi cit1 io ns 
on European lwrald,), ha w not been t ranslated 
into English, rcndering mu ch information in
accessible, for although man y people ca n I'cad 
French or German , a nd perhaps some It a li an o r 
Spanish , few can read Dutch , Poli sh , the Scan
din avian languages, or m('di eva l Latin . 

English wrilers a lso usuall y overlook lhe fa ct 
that, on('(' coats of arms had been ado pted by the 
Ilo bili !}. the 10\\,('1' o rd t'rs in wille Europt'an 
cOllnlri('S also bega n to assume coats of a rms, and 
continued to do so until herald ry no longer had a 

n .. .,ffi gy of J o hn Eh h a n> , Earl o f Cornwall , in W.,"'min" u : r 
Ab bey, ci ,..,,, IJ3.I. H., wa" t he "on o f Edward II a nd hear" ,h., 
arm s o f En!lj la.nd diffe r .. n c"'" b y • bordure of fl .,u ..... d ... tys. 
h i .. m o l her bein g h abe l of Fran .,." Hi" " hidd is h .,,, • .,r IYI"" 
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Anmh..r ron" or " hield w hich rrmain...a in o:onli"uoulf u lfo: 
I h roug h out I he medio:val prriod wu Ihe pavi.'e, whi o:h could 
be propped up 10 provide o:over ror an a r ch er Or 0: ........ 00 ..... 
m ..... 1t _ .. nOrmallD painl Ihrj;e .. hi .. ldlO, a nd I h i,. .. "ample 
bea", Ihe a.rm'!l " rlbe IOwn "rZwickau , SI Geo"! .. beanns a 
s hield on whio:h .. repai nIMlhr .... ll w . n '!l. 11 i .. d aledo::o'r CI1I,,,80 . 

purely military role. French sources quote man y 
exa mplt'S of bOllr.~to;.s IJl'Ming a rms in the 13th 
C('IlIU I")', and by the i' nd of th at century this 
practice was widespread. From the bourgeois or 
the towns the bearingofannsspread to the peasants 
or the cou ntry~id( .. and til(' ea rli est known example 
of~uch anm ill France Ol'('u rs in 1369 (th t· arlllS 
ofJ arquier It- Bn'bit, t tht' shepherd : th ree sheep 
held by a g: irl 

Cnlike Iht' cia",.'. system of England, in France 

the nobi lity and bourgeoisie were not rig id ly separ· 
ated, but ilShou ld be remembered that the beMi ng 
of arms did not convert a bour.~tois illlo a nol1lt" 
Some ' nobles' were indeed bourgtoisie, but they 
had to be sure to state their origins. One definite 
form of distinction was that nei ther bourgeQisil: nor 
peasantry WI'f(' l'ntitkd to wea r helmet en'sts. 

Portugal a nd Germany were two o ther coun tries 
in which burghers and peasa nlS were a llowed to 
bear arms: in the latter evell the J C\\'S wcrc pcr· 
mitted coats of arms, an unusuall y liberal p ractice 
in those da ys of rabid bigotry. Members of the 
lower ctaSSl'S in Portugal w('re forbidden the USl' 
of si lver or gold in their arms, and in 15 1'2 K ing 
Manuel I forbade: the usc of arms by all those nOt 
classe:d as nobles. 

On Heraldry and Heralds 
It is as welt to begin by defining preciscly what is 
meant by tlw word heraldry. OictiOlmries usua ll y 
refer to it as the art of the hera ld or, more helpfull y, 
the art or science of armoria l bearings, armou ry 
being the medieval term for herald ry (Old 
French armoiril: ) ; bu t he ra ld ry is perhaps best 
dcscri b<..-d as a system fo r identifying ind ividua ls 
by means of distinctive hereditary insignia , this 
system o rigina ting in western Europe during the 
Middle Ages. From archaeological sources we 
know tlr at insign ia have been used o n thl' shields of 
warriors to identify individua ls in baule si nce 
classica l tim es as ca rt y as circa 800 H.C, the 
Phrygians were using geometric and stylized 
floral desig ns OIl their shields so what is it that 
makes medieval heraldry unique ? The phrase 
'dis tin ctive hurr/ilm)' imign ia ' contain s the ke y, 
for all t rue heraldry is heredi tary, that is the in· 
sign ia arc inhe rited without alte rat ion by the 
heirs of the former bearers. 

As fnr a~ Cil n be asce rtained , herald l'y firs t ap· 
peared about the middle of the 12th century and 
flouri shed during the 13th a nd 14th ccnturies. 
The shapes of the shidds lI s<..'(1 during th l'S(, ce n· 
turies made it necessary for the hera lds and 
painlel's to adapt the natural form<; u'l('{l a~ in' T 
signia to fit irregu la r spaces, and tlH; insignia !l ,. 
thcrefore as.<;umed a symboli c rather than natur·E 



1lo~ ~m8)' of ,. m~mb~r ofl h~ Bow~ .. fllmi l)' in Ih~ church o f 
Dalloo.I ... Da l ~. Co. Durhan. , s howing Ih~ ligh l _waist~d 
jupon. Thf . rm" II..., "nOl h~r ~"ampl~ o f canf ing ;arm s: 
[nil;"", Ihrr:e bows Mnl lind Sirin ged , p"le wII),s in fess gu le ... 

alistic appeara nce. An y stud y or heraldry soon 
reveals a considerable difference between the 
simple rorms used in the ea rl y days and the more 
perrect and intri ca te forms or th e later da ys. The 
a lmost ascetic style of lhe earl y years idcntifies 
the true medieval heraldry. 

As more and more knights, and their sons, were 
g ran t(.'(l the right 10 bear arms, so th e insigni a 
became by necessity more complex. Howeve r, 
by circa [500 th e original purposes for which 
herald ry had been in trod uced (on shields, sur
coats, horse trappers and banners, to distinguish 
combatan ts in wa r and in tournaments, and on 
sea ls as marks of ide ntity instead of signatures) 
were becoming obsolcte. Aft er the turn of thc 
ct'ntury the illSignia began to be mare and more 
complex, assum ing na turalistic forms rathcr than 
the tradition al symbolic ones. When this oc
currcd, by about 1550, the cra oftrllC hcraldry had 
cnd ed a nd thereaft er the science declined: scals 
were no longer so important beca use of the spread 
of lit eracy, and identifi ca tion was now achi cved 
on the battle fi eld by the usc of nags, and in th e 
tournament by the usc of crcsts. 

* * * 

Coats of arms wc re at first uscd onl y by kings and 
princes, then by thcir g reat nobles. By the mid-
13th ccntUl), arms were being used extensivel y 
by the lesser nobility, knights and those who later 
C;lme to be styled gen tl emen , and, as ment ioned 
above, in some coun tri es th e usc ofanns spread to 
merchants and townspeople, and evcn to the 
pcasa ntry. Anyo ne who wished to have a coat of 
arms j ust invcnted one, though often it wou ld be 
based on thc arms of his overlord. 

All these arms were assumptive arms, i.e. 
ass umed without referencc to any higher authority 
by the bearer in o rder to di stinguish his persall 
and property. This prac ti ce inevi tably led to a 
certain amount or dupli cation of armorial bea r
ings, and ;L~ more a nd more men ass umed arms 
so matte rs became more confused. 

Heralds had existed since possibl y as early as 
1132, but their dUlies in th e beginning had eOIl
sistcd only of extolling the deeds of knighL<; at 
tou1'llamCnlS. T hey were soon responsible lor 



proclaiming and organIzIng th ese toumaments, 
S.) popular in the [2th century, and consequentl y 
becanll: heraldry experts whose job it was to 
identify Ih(, contestan ts by the insignia painted on 
their ~hic1ds and banners. These heralds were 
morc akin 10 minstrels al Ihis date, wandering 
from counlry to country in pursuit of the tourna
ment'>, ilnd so getting to know everyone of im
portance throllghout Europe. FrOIll this famili
arit) witlltil l' grea t men ofLlll'i r tim(' spra1lg their 
usefulness to Illiliwry commanders, and medieval 
manuscripts mention heralds bei1lg presen t at 
the banks of Drincourt [[ 73) and Las Navas de 
T olasa 1212), though thef(' is no mention or 
heralds in royal service until the end of the [3th 
century. 

The milita ry valuc of mell who could identify 
the conti llgtnt~ of an opposing a rm y by the shields 
and banners of llH'il' lords spcaks tor it selt~ and 
almost every knight was soon employing a herald , 
no matter hu\\' small tltl' force he commanded, 
The dUl Y ofth ts(, l1('ralds was to be ncar their lord 
constantl y all camp'-lign th ey lodged in their 
lord 's tent .so as to be on hand to answer a t once 
any query on the identity of a knight , and by the 
beginning of till' 14th «'nIUI) ' this had caused 
their elcv:I tion from wandering minstrels 10 ap
pointed ofllc ials and confida nts of titt, nobles' 
househulds; hy lhe middl e of the cent ury lH'ralds 
in France and England had acquired a settled 
status, Ho\\,('vcr, in Germa ny heralds were slow 
to aC(luire an) o ffi cial recognition and as late as at 
least 1338 no clear di vision ('xist('d he tween 
mi nstlTIs .llld II(' ralds: a wa rdrobl' account of III at 
\car n'{'()rd~ p;t} ml'IIts to tilt· King of Heralds 
of German), a mi ten other mi nstrels of German y 
tor making Tllin ~ trelsy before the king at C llrislmas. 

By th e mid - [4th ce ntury hera lds were being 
cOlltinllously employed by the ki ngs and prillces 
of Europ(', bOlh il l peacetime and in time of war. 
In fact their dual rok a~ hera ld :Ind envoy with 
d iploma tic imlllunity was to becollll' im:ornpatible 
by the end of Ihe ce ntury , A letler written circa 
1.\00 hy thl ' Anjou King of Anns hi ghligh ts the 
problem, for it deplores the way in which pur
suivan ts litera lly the rank below herald) ab used 
th eir immunit y to spy out the military pl ans of 
IIll'ir master's ('Iln nies. 

To mark tlwir oOI('e heralds wore 011 their livery 

All inn 5i8" (tM Tabard Inn in Gtouc.,,,ur) ntu5trati ,.,; th~ 
form a nd d.,corat;OIl ofth ., tabard of a n En~1i5h h .,rald. Suc h 
", ... mpl.". ofh.,ratdry may bO! fOUM aU around u!i .,y.,n today. 

the arms of the lord they served. Later th ey we re 
a lso to become responsible for organizing th e 
marriages and funerals of the nobility, as well as 
o ther ce relllOlli es alld pageants, Nevert heless, 
despitt' their status and undoubted imporlance 
in all matt ers related to heraldry, until the late 
14th ('I 'lItllr) tltt' En!{lish hcrnlds at least had no 
control over tile design of arms or who borc them, 
being responsible onl y for recording and identify
ings t l1(' various coalS of arms. 

By the (irst qlla rter of the 14.th cen tu ry IWO 

trains of thuught appear to ha ve eIlw rgcd con
cern ing the usc of armorial beari ngs: firstl y, that 
such arms might be assumed by any man ; and 
secondly, that the bearing of such arms must be 
th e ('xci usin: ri gh I of t he nohilit y if hCl':lldry W :l S to 
function . The first known reference to a c:hallengr 
oyer the right to bt!ar parl icular a rms occ urs in a 
German documcnt or [286. In England the first 
such dispu te was in [348, before a COLlrt of Law, 
T his displlt c was bctween Nicholas, Lord Bllrnell, 
and Robert , Lord ).,10rlcy, and was tri ed by th t 
Lord High Constable and Earl Marshal of Eng
land during the si('g(' of Calais. 

A morc fhmOl1s and prolonged case occurred 
bt'\WITI1 the )'ea rs 1385 and '390 when the Gros, 
venor, Scrop<' and Cnrminow families all claimed 
the ancient right to bear Azure, a bend or, No 
mention is made of h('rald~ bl'ing involved in tIl( 
allocation of thcse a rms, o r being illvolv('(1 in th, 
di spute over them ; the case was tried by Lhe COUrI: 
of Chi val ry, a pre- heraldic court presided ovel f 



by the Constabk and l\larshal, whose original 
roles had been to (k'al with military matters and 
disputes affecting digni ty and honour. Grosvenor 
won and Carmi now ('onccdc..-d d efeat , b ut Snope 
appealed to the sovereign, Ri chard I I . 

Although hcralds were not involved in this 
cas<', we know that from at lc:lS! the I.ph cc ntu ry 
th.:: English Kings of Heralds latcr called King'> 
of Arms) and their heralds werc making SUI·VCYS 

or collections of th e existing arms within tli!'i r 
provinces, and tli(: cast' of Scrope v. Grosve nor 
may well ha\'c arisen from such a survey, which 
"·ould have rcvea led the duplication of arms and 
ca lled for a scttlellwllt. The Eng lish K ings o f 
Arms at this time \\'('1"(' Clarcllc('ux. rcsponsilJiI" 
for all England ~ollth of the T rl'lIt, and :\orr('y. 
t.:=sponsiblc for all Eng land north of the T r('nt. 
The anonymous Rolls of Arms whi ch haw'" 1)1'('11 
handed down to us were probably compiled by th e 
ea rly heralds and Kings of Anm when Ihey wen· 
attem pting to regu larizl" English heraldry. 

B) the 15th C('lHur~ th(' K inhrs of Arms w(,l"e 
required to lake an oath on assum ing office to th e 
effect Ihat they would do their utmost ' to ha ve 
knowledge of a ll the nob II'" gelltle-men withi n 
their marches and Ilwm wilh l11('"i r issue truly 
rtgislC"r surh anns ,IS Ih t·y bear'. 

The d i ~putes melltiom·d a !JmT. a nd no doubt 
many otlH'rs of ~ 1t (lrh·r dura tion , made it Ill'"lTS
sat)' that somr authority should be se t up wh ich 
could relicve tl1(' ~ow"re ign of the task of rrgulating 

the bearing of arms, assigning arms when ap
plications were conside red wort hy, a nd prevent
ing the unlawful ass umption of those arms b y 
ot hers. 

In Fran cc a College of Heralds was created in 
Paris by C ha rles V I in 1407, th e head of thi s 
organization being known as )'Iontjoie, King of 

r..- Tudor b ,u tg"" o f r os". pon eu m •• pon."g .... n a t" a nd A p a.,iM of ei .. e .. '49" b#.aring , h" IIrm" of R • .,,,ns b u rg in 
n...r-df"- I,... .... 'h" nou ~,,~ o f P a r li .. ... " n, . Wun' " m b#. rg: Arg"n' , II ellsll" ...... hl" . 



T he ,.;s ;"! lIun b" d ge of .:dwa nl III, sciU in u l<f: coday ;0" a n 
inn lign , 

Arms, wi th len heralds and pu rsuivlUl ts under 
him, We know J acq ues de Heilly held the post of 
~I ontjoic at AgincOUrl nine years latcr, and wore 
the :Irms of France on his hera ld 's coat. A ,Harer/1lI1 
r/' lIrmu du " r(/I/((lis was appoint ed by C harl es V I I I 
in t '18g, However, tht: French heralds wt're always 
sl lietly controlled by the king, who was the on ly 
person allowed to g rant a coat of arms, wh ilc 
I'arliamcnt decided cases of heraldic d isputes, 
thus relega ting the hera lds to the role of techni cal 
advisers, By the beginni ng or the 1711l ecntu ry the 
Collcge had btcorl1l: tota lly ineffecti v{' and was 
abolished in 1792 owing to the Revolution, as " ':IS 
the science of heraldry itself. T his has led to th e 
anomalyof Fra nct', whose language is the langu .tgc 
ofht'l'aldry, ha vi ng no regulated system of heraldry 
loda y, 

In '4[ 7 Henry V of England sent Letters 
Pall'llt to sheri ffs of thrce counties declaring that 
'"hereas in reCl'nl expediti ons abroad many 
pt' l~o ns had lak('11 to themsdv,'" Arms and tunics 
of Arms eal k-d "Cotearmures" which n{"ith er 
they nor th eir ann·sto rs had used in time past, no 

man of wh:Ht:vl'I' ra nk should hencefort h ta ke 
arlllS unless ht' possessed them by ancestral right 
or by Ihe grant of some person having authorit y 
sunlri(' llI thl'l'CLIllt o', Tha t ,~ a m c )'ea r Hellry 
tTt'atc<! a IIl'\\ hl'l'aldic omen, Garter Princip:d 

King of Arms of Englishmen, whose province 
was the wholc of England and Wales and who was 
rcsponsible for issuing Patents of Arms for peers, 

Shortly a fter th ese steps, Thoma'i, Duke or 
Clarence and bro ther to Henry V, appears to 
have issued ordinan ces which granted to the Ki ngs 
of Arms the right to assign arms to persons withi n 
thci r provinces , Thc o ldest known Patent issued 
by a King of Arms is dated [0 March '439, and 
was issued by Sir Wi lliam Bruges, first Garter 
King of Arms, to lhe Dra pers' Company of 
London, 

In [484 Richard III by Roya l C ha rter in
corpora ted lhe College or Arms, or Hera lds' 
Coll ege, which controls .hc usc of armorial bear
ings in England (and Wales omcia lly) to this day, 
The Collcge of Arms is prcsidcd over by the Earl 
:"1 arshal and apart from the th ree Kings of Arms 
it has six hera lds Somerset, C heSler, Windsor, 
R ichmond, Lancaster and York ; and rOllr 1'01'
sui vants- Rouge Croix, Rouge Dragon, Port
cull is and Bluemantl e, The Court of Lord Lyon 
(King of Arms) in Scolland is in fact pre-heraldic. 
I t has thrcc heralds Alban y, :"!Jarchmont and 
Rothcsay; and three plIrsui vants Carrick, Uni · 
corn and Kintyre, The office of Ulster Ki ng of I 
Arms was institll ted in [553 and l·xisted until 
19-10, whcli ;t was amalgamated wilh NO l'n'), 

Ki ng of Arlm, l 'he offi ce or I rt'land King of Arms 
exisll'd for a short period on ly prior to 1553, 

In Portugal heralds were introduC('d d uri ng 
the reign or, lam es I (1385 [433),1\ com plete 
record of the arms of the nobility was drawn up in 
1509 by thc Kingof Arms, and Portuguese heraldry 
cont inued to be regulated by the heralds until 
1910, when th e monarchy was replaced by a 

republic, 
Germa n heralds wcre active and encrtive in 

the medieval period but had become extinct by 
the [700S, It is signifi ca nt that the re was no word 
in thc German language fo r herald unt il th,· 
Renaissance, the term Kno/J/Jen von dtr ' Va/J/Jen 
(esqu ires of arms) being used instead , The Ger
man (Knoppttt' only broke rrom their wa nd erin g 
life by taking employment wi th the T ou rney' 
Socicties, and in man y German stales lhe heralds 
never attained a posi tion at court , the regulation 
of herald ry being handled by cl erks under th e s 
court chancellor, 
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The Spanish 11I"r01l d .. , likt· the French , se('1n to 
have been relegated to a sl'condary role by the 
kings of the va rio us kingdoms, arms being granted 
by the kings and cases of dupli cation of a rms be ing 
settled by the kings, the hera lds playing unly a 
('onsultall\ I'\Jk. T hi s \\as a lso the cas(' in 
Denmark. whcr(' there was ' IU official body of 
heralds, and aflllS \\lTI ' . I ~$\lnll'd or gra ntrd by 
thr kine; b~ I.ette rs of 1':1 h :1I I. 

The Shield 
Because ,hI' shape and cons truc tio n of the shi e ld 
so clearly pla Yl'{l an importal!! pari in lhe develop
ment of hera ldi c desig ns, il is Ileccssary 10 lake a 
brief look at (he types of shields used in Eu rope 
duri ng the period 1[50 1550. T he kite-shaped 
shield always as..wci alt'd wilh the Nonnalls n :
maincd in usc throughout lilt' [21h century, whell 
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her<lldry was cvolviug, but soon afler the middle 
of the CCIl IlII)' the curved top was replaced by a 
straight onc. Inl~lIltry continued to usc this type 
ofshidd in Ital y unt il <IS lat" as the 15th century . 
T he kit e shil' ld was not fiat , as it appears in books 
on heraldry, but scmi-cylindric:-tl , 'so as to cmbran' 
the person of the wearer', T h is meant that no t 
much morc than halfdlc shi cld could be seen from 
anyone angle, and this grea tly influenced the 
way in which insignia were phlccd upon Ihe 
shield , si nce a man might need to be ident ified in 
battlc or <It the tourney by only half of his coal of 
arms. 

At the beginning of Ihe 13th (,CIIILlI)' thl' kill' 
shield was shortened to form what is now ca lfed 
the heau.'r shi eld, so named in th c 19 l h ('ellIU t'Y 

because' it resembled the bast' or the flat iron 01' 

hea ter then in gcncral usc. T his shield , Fi,g I , 

13th cen tury, and Fig 2, I,ph century , a lso c urvcd 
round the body fo r great er eOcCli vencss. The 
heater was the commonest ty]>e of shield in mos t 
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parts of Europ(' during the 13th and 141h (CI1-
IUI'it's. but was unknown ill S pai n and Portugal. 
111 Ih N l' \\\ 0 cOlllllri(" ~ ~hi (' kls l\l' n ' mon' 1'1'(' . 

1.H1 l{uiar, \Iilh a r urvc,d base, Fif!. 3 . ;111<1 Ihis so 
influcllcl'{l Ih (' number and placing of insignia 
in medic\'al limes that til t, arms usc'd in ,hese 
cOllntries On(' 11 had their cha rges a rranged in a 
cornpictdy difli:rl'lli matllH'!' 10 olher parts of 

Eurolx', 
Sh ields had bq{tlll to diminish in size in the 

13 1h {'(' llllIl) ' . as p latt· armour was introduced 10 

prOI{'(,( anns and legs. and in the fol low ing century 
the> were ('mplo) N:1 1C's.<; frt'que lltl), b ) TIlount<.'d 
men <IS the usc of plate armour inert'ased. Thus 
Ihe a li-cllwioping plate <lnllOUI' or the 15th 
('(' llIUfY madc shidds ohsolete for knights 011 least , 
and ill Ihl' 1360 1'100 period the shield grad u.d ly 
\I'(' nt out of USt' by knights in battk. By th e 15t h 
CCUlUl) ' kni ghts rarel ) US('c\ tl1(' shidd exccpt for 
di~ play purpOSI'S in paracit-s and at tou rnam ents. 
As a cons(:qul'l1ct' till' shidds of'the 1.'1th ct'nlln'y 
had mort· fa nciful shapc'S, : l 'i shot\'n by Figs " aml5. 
Fi.f!. " sht)\I " a typ ical 15th-ccntury lournanwnt 
shi eld , t:a lkd (I /)clI/chl', tile not ch un the right sid e 
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being for Ihe lance. Fif?,.5 shows a p urely d" co ralivt 
shield of thc same centu ry. Late t5th- :l lld (.'ari}, 
16th-century shields \\l'r"e of a similar cit-sig n hut 
oft (' 11 had :t ccnt ral ridge or a number of Outings 
a t top and botlom. These more dccoraliV<' sh ieldl 
became popu lar fo r ornamental purposes, par· 
t icu la rly in arc hi teet ure ; bUI Ill(" sim pk Ii IH,OS of tht 
13 th- a nd 14tll-{;Cnl ury sh ield s n'mained popul m 
for tilt' display oflll'rnldi c art, and an' still used ir 
IInaldry to this day. 

In her;:tldry th e faIT of thc shield , on wh ich the 
arms arc painted , is known as the field or g round. 
In order 10 d ctlTmine exact ly whereabo uts 011 Ihr 
field the various colours and devices shou ld bt 
p l" Cl'd , and to be able to blazon a coat o f arm' 
correc tly ( that is to desc ri be it verba lly) the field 
is divided into a nu m ber of points. II is necessaq 
herr to know o nl y that lhe top part o f the field i· 
called the chid: the ('(' n tral area the fesse, a nd th( 
bOlloill the base. Bc'callse thc shield is alway! 
viewed as seen from the position of th e bearer, th( 
dexter right ) sick of the shield is that whid 
coincides with th e rig ht sid(' of the bearer, and the 
s ini ~ \('r ( left ) side is that which <"oin cid('S wi th the 



itO side ort he bea rer. 
,\hhOligh I han' a lread y sta ted tha t it is not tht, 

intention of th is book 10 d escri be the I'u les o f 
htraldry, il is impo rta nt that Ihe I'('ader bt' able to 
dis tinguish octweell tli ()S(' rules a nd prac tices 
~hich \\'cl'e pa rt icul ad y a pplicable in medieval 
timrs, andthose whi eh w('I'e not in usc at th is carl y 
stage, The next head ings th erefore provide bri ef 
summaries of til e basics orhl'raldry as used in the 
14th and [51h ccnturi es, 

Tinctures 
Thdlc1d of the shitld and a ll d ev ices painted upun 
it arc coloured, a nd th(' dine rent colo urs (' mplo),<'d 
In herald ry arc rcf(' rn'd to as tinClu n.'s, In [h e 
medic\'al pcriod thl' desig ns on shi(' lds wt'rc 
~implc and the colour" ('mplo)('d wel'e bo ld , the 
aim being to c l'e:lt!' arms wh ich W(' f( ' clearl y 
ri~ ibl e and idt'ntifiable a t a d is tanfc , T he prin
cipal tinctures US('(\ a n ' di vided in to m eta ls 
~i h'cr and gold , colou rs red , b lue and black , 

and fuT'S, ermine ( Fi,~ (j ) a nd \'a il' ( "'i,~ 7 ) , Bot h th e 
fu rs were baSt~1 un fur., in u'w al the tim t', e rmint' 
bring the white wint('1' coat of till' s toa t, with the 
black ti ps of tht' tai ls S('WII OIl , ami vail' from tht' 
Latin rarus, variOt1 ~ or va r ied ) being tht' nam(' 

gi\'cn to squirrels' fur, mu ch u'wd for th e lin ing of 
cloaks, \Ih ich \\ a~ h lu i~ h -~ ]'{'~ 011 ti lt' b " ck and 
white on the belly, :\ ~ the coats of w('f' \ern Euro
pean stoats do not nOl'lnally tum wh it t, ill \\ inte l' , 
thoc skins had to bt' impurted from as r. lr awa) as 
~ I uscovy, at grea t t 'x p t'n ~(', a nd wcre comequl'l1l ly 
used only by tht, g n 'a l nobk'S, such as the Dukt"i u r 
Brittany, whOS(' carll was erm in(', 

The following tahlt sllows thl' colu urs, their 
heraldic nam(" a nd tll(' nbbrl'via tio ll norma ll y 
found on dra\\ ill,!,o'<; of a rms: 

Tinc/ure I l cm((/ir fl ame AbbreviatiQ II 
Gold or yellow 0 ' 0 
Sil\'er or white a rgent Al'g or Ar* 
Blue a 'l.un' Az 
Rtd g ules eu 01' C· 
Black sa hle- Sa or S · 
Greent \ 'r J'\ Vt 0 1' V· 
Purplct pl1 fJ}IIrt ' PlI I'P Ol' p. 

tThcse contractium art' norma ll y used for trick
ing: see under Bla 'l.o[l. 

tThete was an antipa lh y tDln ll'd" g n '('n unt il wdl 

into the 15th Ct' l1 tUI'Y a nd a lt hough it occu rs in 
a rms as earl y as the 13th century, it was no t in 
com mo n use u nt il the [atc 15th cent ury , So f.'lI' 
as purple is concc rned , there \."as no distinc t iun 
made be tween it and rcd in ea rl y medieval times 
and thcrerore we arc not reall y concerned with 
it ht're , 

As herald I) ' became es tablished , mo re coa L<; o f 
a rms Wi'r(' ret.:ol'd ed and it bec;une necessary 10 

increase the tinc tu res in o rd (' r to a\'oid dupl ica 
tion of arms, T hu s by the 151h centur y lenn(' 
(ora ng(') and m u rrey (a mulbe rry or I'cd d ish
purple colour) had been added to the col ours , 
These IH'W colo urs \\'e rc main ly confin('(1 10 con
tinen ta l hera ldry, though they do occasio na ll y 
a p pear on English fl ags or li vni('s; for example 
the li\'~'ry colo urs of the H ouse of ' ''ark were 
m u rn:y and azu re, wh ile t he pa g(,s of the Earl 
of No tti ngham wore I('nne ('d~('d with sabl~' 

during the re ign of James I. T he coloUt' rUSSl'\ is 
a lso found o n ran' occasions in co nt inental heml 
dry from the 15th ce ntury o n, a nd appea rs in 
Eng lish hera ldl) ' on tht' flags alld li\'(' l), or th e 
great Percy r.,m ily, 

T ht' num ber or ru t's wa.~ also incrcas('d in th e 
15th and [6 th ('(' ntliri L'S by depi c ting erm ine a nd 
va il' in difl't rcnt colout's: erm ines, whit e tai ls o n 
black ; l'I' lll ino is, bl ack tail s on gold ; pean , go ld 
ta ils U ti black, Vai l' was I('rmed va irie if colou t's 
o ther than a t'g('n t and :1'7.U t'c wert: used : fa t' ex
amp k , vair it, of or a nd g ules, 

Divis io n s of the Shield 
I n nddi t ion to th(' tinc tu re 'S \he [' (' a re a lso sew 'l';)1 

A D<>1 h ., r .,,, ;u"pl., Df a nei.,nl h .,.,. ldry "l iII ""in!! u ",.,d _ lh., 
wM,., h a n ba dg., of R icb a rd II ." a n inn s ign , 



methods of dividing the field by a single line in 
order to inc rease the num lw r of eoaL~ or a rms 
possible wi thout d upl iciltion. A field thus d ivided 
is cli-sc ril)("d as ;parted' or ' pa rt y', a lthough Ihe 
word pa rt)' is orten omilled in blazon. There a rc 
('ight main divisions of th is nature: per pa le, fess, 
bend dcxler and sinister), chevron, sa it ire , 
quarlt'rly. ;mel gyronn)'. T hesc di visions ha ve 
been illustra ted for cla ril Y ami appea r in the o rder 
lisled: Fi.fl58 15. In the ca rly da)'s of hera ld ry 
' pa rt y' mC:lnt sim ply the d ivisio n of Ihe fi eld pe r 
pale. :lnd other divi~ion lines had to be named in 
full. 

Contin(·llIa l. and part icu larl y Gt'rma n heral 
dr~ ("ontai n~ ma ll )' o lht'" fidd d iv isions unknown 
in England . On(' of the d ivisions most com monly 
us(·d . ('speeially in It a ly and German y, is a Ir i
partit(, d ivi~ion of the fie ld by two lines run n ing 
horizonta lly, vl' rt ically, di agona ll y rrom to p left , 
or d iagonal ly rrom top righ t, across the shield . 
TheS<' an' rdl' lTed to as tie rcc(1 il\ ress, pal\-, bend 
and bt'nd sinistl'r respecti\'ely. Fig 16 il lust ra tes 
tierc('d ill f('s~, tlw a nm of tht' Vc neti an family or 
Franch i; arid Fi.e 17, tierced in bend , thc a rms o r 
the .\ mid family, also I talian. Another va riant or 
this ~ I y l(' is linced in pa il'k. bt'sl ck scribed by th e 
illusl 1'<1 t inn of t lit' a rms of th(' Saxon f:lmily or Yon 
Bri es{· ll. /'ii! 18. Another curious part it io n, uniq ue 
10 Germany, is tha t of I it'recd in gyron gyron nan l. 
known in G t·rr nan herald ry a s Sc/llluJ..f.1Ilt'tiSt. T his 
is illu ~traled by tlw arms of the von ~ I cgenzer 

fo unil )'. Pip, 1.9. 
'I' ll(· divisions knuwn in F. nglish hera ld ry are 

also oeeasionally emplo yed in II di m'rent form o n 
the Conti lll·nl. Qu .ln('l'l~ , lor exampk. sumetim('s 
appea l"! as a musl cu r iO LlS a rr:II1g"I'mCllt , best 
described b) FiX5 :10 and 21, th(' anm of the Bruns· 
wick ra mily of von Tu lc ;uld the Li;wenst('i n 
f.1. mil )' resJX·cl i\"dy. Pal'ly per ress in German 
heraldry sometimes has a I(' ft o r rig ht 'sle p' , 
known as mil /if/J..t( Sil/ft. T his is ill ust rated by 
the arllls of the Au rherg fam il} of Bavaria , Pig 22. 
Other conti11l'ntal partition li nts arc di ffi cu lt to 
blazon in English, nor can they rea lly he n ile
goriz{'d. Exampk'l of tla·st· unusual d ivisions a rc 
~ho\\ II in Fi.l!.f 23 27. tlH' arms or 1.ang \'011 
l .angt'n a ll. S talllli-t lt't' k. ~ I arshakk vo n Stu nts· 
b('n~. Kinnrt·ittt·r . and .\ltorr. 

Varied fi elds :tre made by ru n her d iv isio ns 

which a lways consist of an even number of pieces, 
for exa mpl e, ba rry, bend y, pa ly, pCI' pa le a nd 
barry, pa ly wavy, chequey, lozengy, and fusily, 
ill ust ra ted in thaI ord cr by Figs 28- 35. 

P artition Lines 
So fa r it has becn assum ed that all the lincs dividing 
thc fi eld a rc straigh t, but in f.1. Ct irregu lar pa n i. 
tion lines were soon introduccd to provide scope 
ror mo re coats or arms. I n t ile ve ry ea rli est Rolls of 
f\ rms o nl y three such va ria tio ns a rt' listed : En· 
grailcd, Ind cnt ed or Da nceuy, and U ndy or 
Wavy, and of' thes(' Eng rai led was by fin the 
most commOIl . Fig J6 illustra lt'S the usc of a n ell
grai lcd li ne: O r, a cross engrailcd sa ble, tht' a rms 
or J o hn de Bohun, temp. Edward I. Pi/!, 37 is Or, 
a chier ind t'ntcd az ure, the a rms orJo hn Butl er, 
Earl of Ormond , ki lled a t T ewkt-sbury in 1<171. 
Nt'buly ,Ind Em ballkcl (o r Cre nell !' ) we re adclt-d 
later, within the pl'r iod which COllcel'llS liS he re: 
Fip, 38, lJarry I1cbul),of 8, or a nd sable , Ihe arms of 
Sir H umphrey Blount, l ,r22 77; and Fig 39, 
per fi:.·ss cmballkd or and azu re. the I.larons von 
I>n·ysillg. 

Ch arges 
Charges a rc Ihe devices llsed upon shields. In the 
I,ph ccnt ury by far the co mmonest types of 
charges werc thosc listcd in a ll books o n hcraldry 
as Ord inaries and S ubord inarit's. T he Ordinaries 
a rc known as tl1l' C hief. Fess, POl k, C hevron , 
Bt' nd , Saltirc, Cross. I}ilc, and Quartcr o r Can ton . 
T he C hief is ran:: in Spanish and I>orlug ucs(' :H IllS. 

E:lch or these O rdinarit'S is illust ra ted here by a 
coat or a rms: Fig 40 lC h it·f the a rms bo rn c b) 
Will iam de Fon z or VivolllH' in F ra nce. Fig 41 
( Fess) the a rms of Wa it er de Colvi lle. Fig 42 

(Pale) thc anm or H ug h d (' G re nunes nil , Lord of 
H inckley, H igh Steward of Eng land in the time 0 

1·II'nry I. Fig 43 (C hevro n) the armsorthe Frcnch 
fa m ily or Gorre\"ocl, Duc'o; de Pon t dl' VallX and 

( 16) F .... n chi : chl~f " e n , (en .rtl~nt , h. se ", In . (17) Amid : 
!I;n;~t~r ch;~f o r , ~nd Illlles" d~XI~r b ..... . "lI r~. ( . 8) Vo. 
Br; e"~n : d ~ Xl er or, "in; ~ I ~ r l il ies. (19) Von I\-f~le n:r. e r : th r 
ul'l>erp"" of t he .. hie ld i"lule .. t he low~ri" or. (20) Von Tule: 
up ..... r d~"t ~r a nd l ow~r s inis ter divis io ns . r~ Il ul~s. (21) 
Lowen !;t . in : sa ble .. nd o r . (22) Aur~rg : a rll ~nt . nd ". bl~. 
(23) Lang yon L.n ge nau : • ' chief' gO', lo~, "ngy a rge nt a nd 
ll ul~Ii. (~) Strauff~nec:k , a 'ch;~f' .rllent , bar ry argent li nd 
g ule " . (25) M.r~h ll. l ck von Stw" "bu rg : SlIle li, • ·c h .... r oa' 
lI rge nt. (26) Kirn.r~iu~r , liabl~ lind or. (27) Altorf: !li a ble li nd\. 
:o r ,;e nt . 





princes of the Hal} Roman Empire, Fig U (Bend 
the arms borne by the French knight Guillaume 
de 1'ri(', Fi!!. 45 (Saltire) the armsoftlw g reat house 
of ~cvi l k, ':i,t: 46 Cross) th~~ arms of the Portu
~u('Se famil~ ofT('ixeira, al<;() 11ll: Spanish family 
ofOluja, F(~ 47 Pi le) Ihe arms of Si r J ohn Chan
dos, Knighl of the GancI', d ied 1370, Fig 48 
Canlon the arms of Bertram de C riol!. Of Ih ese 

Ordinaries Ihe moSI popu lar in Ihe ("a rl y period 
W:L~ the Fes.~ and iL~ diminulives, namel y the Bar, 
Closel and Barru lct. which \\l're almost a lways 
u~('d in s('ri('~; i,e, Pi/!. 4.9 l3arry of G, a rgent and 
azure, Ihe arms ortli' llry (Ie en'y of Cod nor, who 
fou~11t at Falki rk 12gB and al the siege ofC:ln-
1:1\'('I'ock in 1300, A StiglH'ur eI(' Grey also bon' 
tht's\' arm~ a t Ill\' siq . .(\' of Ro uen in \'1 J8. 

In modern heraldry the C hief, Fess, I>i[(', 
Chevron, Iknd and Pile all I.x:cupy one-thi rd of 
the area of the field, but during the period with 
wlli"h WI' an' (kalitt/{ they were soml,\"ha l smaller, 
unll's.~ Ihq bore a (' harge, and Ihe F(~'\ ofa ll ci('111 
Il('raldr} would now probably be termed a Bar. 
The CantOIl oecupit'S a thi l'd oftl1l.' C hier, always 
on the dexl('r sick, nccpt in Spani'ih hera ldry, 
wllt're it aplw;t l's on either tht· dex ter or sinish:r 
~ idl'. 

TIlt' Su\)ordillarit''\ include thl' honlurl', in-

T he re\·er .... oft he " both G r ... , Se .. 1 ofEd w .. rd Ill, used bet wee .. 
' 340 .. .. d ' 3"', ~howin!C .. hi" td, ~urcoa' a nd trapp"r bea"';ng 
'he qu:;a" .. r~ IIrm" ofE"s la nd and Francr:, a nd 'he lion c rr:,,' 
o r ' he kinS" of Eng l .. nd . 

('seutehcon,orle, IrCSSUre, nane hes, gyron, lozenge , 
fusil, maselc, rustn., fret , bill el, a nnul el a nd 
roundcls: these may be found ill us trated in any 
book on heraldry, 

Xcxl in popu larity after til(' Ordinaries and 
Subordina ries came wha t ,In.' known as tht, 
animate charges, Ihe various animals, with the 
lion rampant well ahead of a ll others, fo llowed a t n 
eonsiderablc distanee by the lion passanL Less 
po pu lar sti ll in our period was the cagle, wh ich 
W:L~ the most ('ommon charge in the bird ca lcgOl,),. 
and was fo llowed by a relatively few exa mples of 
manle ls, po pinja ys, ('rows, swans and heron~. 

The inanima te cha rges were mostly ('\'c ryday 
objec ls frolll medieval life in Europe, such a s 
Slaves, water buckets, a rrows, axes, horses hoes, 
spurs, hammers, various nowt'rs, sta rs and cr('s
cents, etc. I t was not unlil around ISOO Ihal the 
hu man body, monste rs and fa bulous beasts , 
birds and rt'ptilcs became common in h<:ra ldry, 
and by then the sc ieTH'(' had already bl'gun its 
decli ne into ostentat io us o n talll('nta t io n. 

Blazon 
\\' hen a knig ht entered the li!olL~ al a tournanl("nt, 
he wa!ol a nnounced by the sou nding of' a trumpet 
and the ca lling out of his coat of arms. This was 
kno\\ n as b lazon ing. Thus the principal terms and 
order of description employed in blazon h;\\,(' 

been in existence since the early 13th CenIU,.y , 
by which date heral ds wcrC' finding it necessary 
to describe a coat ofanns in such a way that there 
cou ld be no shadow of doubt as to what and whose 
it was, and Ihey arc readily understood through
out western Europ('. The language of til{.' ('ad y 
blazons was French or Latin, but th is was latcr 
repla('ed by the language of each nation , and in 
Eng lish heraldry the language of blazon has 
become anglicized excep t fo r a fe\v technical 
terms. 

Some attention to fine detail has been appli ed 
in the following description of blazon, as it is 
essential th at the r('ader be able to interpret 
blazon if he is 10 be able to study more compl ex 
books 011 hcra ldry, where Ihe arllls arc frequcnll y 
desc ribed in this mann!'!'. However, it should be 
remembered that b lazon was invented in ord('r 
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10 d~cril)t' ,trim pl'! 'ri,,~·l~. (,11',11'1\ .md hrit·n~. 

and j, 1111'1" .. 101'.' rt';l'ol1abl~ \'a~~ to undl'r,r:llId. 

To \Irill' or 11';1(1 " blazo11 it i .. IWt"('~s"ry to 
kl"l()\\ tile' unit-I" ill II h ith I hI' dtsni pi iOIl j, " 1'( Ollt. 

This orcin ;, thl'n'jell'" li~tnl rutl~ hn\'. 
Tilt F,dd 
t Dcscribt- the tinClUfc of the ficld. 
2 If the field is divided into t wO or morc tinc

tures, dcsnib., thl' lil1(' or lint'S which divide it , 
followed by tlw tiIlCIUH,'S: Quarterly, or and gules, 
1M arms of Sir GC'oOrc'}' de Say (baron [313 ) 
and his son GcoOi"!:y al the Sl('gc of Ca lais in 1318. 
3) Iftht, partition lines arc not straigh t, describe 

them: Per palt< inden ted. argent and g ules, the 
oo.nncrofSimOIi (Il- .i\ IOlllforl. 
4 If the field is semi· with sma ll charges thi s 

must also be mentioned: Azure billety, a f("Ss 
dancclt) 01', the arms or Sir John D' Eyn(:ourt. 
Tit Prinnplll Cl1fII'.f!,t 
] Describe:' tilt' prin<'ipal charge on the fic 'ld and 

its tincture, 
'1 1ft he rh:lrg{' is all Ordinary and it has ilTcgular 

34 

[ilw<', (ksni b(' tlw lim's engrailed . Iwlnd) , c'te. 
3 I rlbe- charge i, plan(\ in the celllreoftlll' fjt'ld 

and f:tces tll~' d,'xler. no furthe r d {,~Ct'iption i" 
Il ccessary. olhlTwiw Iht' posilion in ('hiet: in I(·~s . 

in base and \\ IWIIlCT an'ronl(' showi ng full fan' 
or contOUt'l1(· Ell' jng ~i lli'l('r must 1)(' slaIn!. 
OlhtT Chargts 
If there arc any secondary charges these must be 
mcntjOllt:d in order or importance, sla ling posi
lion on the shield and the tinctures used: Or, a 
cross g ules bctwcen sixtecn eaglcts azure, the 
arms of the lords of' Montmorency, 
Chargfs 11/)011 ChmgfJ 
Describe any charg('S placed upon a n Ordinary, 
upon a principal c harge, or upon a secondary 
charge, 
Dilfertn((j' 

Dcsnibe any charg\.. ... lIsed for differt'ncing or 
ca(kncy. such as the bordure, label , can ton. 
c.: rcsn: llI. mullet, etc. 
Overall C/Ulr,!!.fJ 
\"'h en an Ordi nary is placed across a coat or a l'ms 



it is preccded by the word slIrtout or overall, i,e, 
o\'erall a bend azure, 
Q,uflrtuing 
If a shield is quartered this f;lct is sta t(,d beforc a ll 
the abo\'{" categori es, ,HId nWlltion i~ made at thl' 
clld of this list only lx'cauS(; quartering, except 
for royal alliann's, was comparatin:ly rare in tbe 
period with \\'hi ch we arc cOllecrn('d, Q uart!"rs 
arc numberl'd 1 t04 thu~: top left, top right, bottom 
len, bottom righI , as vie\H'd, Irthe ,ph quartl'r is a 
rQ1t'rLt of the t~t. and tl1\' ~ rd a rqx:at of till' 2nd , 
as in the anm of England cirm 1400 .603, this is 
blazoned as (~lIal'terl )' t~1 and 'I th FI':lIH':{' modnn ; 
2nd and 3rd England , 

Th4' rlol'lIlal r('adin~ rInd writing rules of 
working from left to right and tOp to bottom apply 
in lH'raldr~, <;Q Ihat pel' pale gul es and or means 
the Irft side is red. and per fess argent and azure 
tlH';ms Ih(' tOp h ;dfi~ argent. Gyronny com nw ll n .:s 
\\ ith tl li' top Idi·i1:lI1d ~t'~nwnl and Ihe nllmbn or 
g~ rons is slaled : (; r ron ny or 8, or and sablt', tht' 
arms or Ihe Campbell family. 

Ira tincture is used mort' than on{'(' in a coat it is 
usual nOI to r(,peal iLs nanH: but n ,n'r to il as 'or the 
first' or 'or tilt' ~c:colld ', depending when il firSI 
occurred in the blazon, For exampJc., ill the 
LUlen'1I a nm the co lour of mart lets a nd bend is 
onl y mentiotl('d onct': :\ zure, a bend bctw('(' 11 
6 martlcL~ or, This could equally be blazoned 
Azul'(', a bend or bt,twn'n 6 manlc ts of th e seco nd . 

When a charge is rl'peated the num ber or such 
cha rges must be staled and their arrangement 
on till' shic'ld described, Thus ninc roundels, 
3, 3, 3· It is nOI neC'{'i\S;lI)' to blazon six round('ls 
3,2, I, as this i~ the standard arrangt'lll ent ror suc h 
a lIumber or ehargl'S, 

Correct punctuation iJ; not vital and man y 
aUl horities disagrl't' ovt'r the wa y blazon should 
be punctuated, hut it ht'lps to rcmcmber lhat 
there should always I}C' a comma afil'f each tine· 
lure l'xCt'pt will'r!.' alternate colours ,u'c uscd, as 
in Harry orG. :lrg:('nt ;111(] azure (d(' G rey)o 

Thl' nallll";11 colou ring or .mimak birds, plants, 
('Ie .. i~ ah\a~ .. noflorred to as 'propn'o hUI if thl'Y 
\ar~ I,'om thl'il' natura] colours Ih(,11 1111.: lin ctures 
must Ix' nailli'd . Birds and beasts hav ing claws, 
beaks a nd 1('I,th in a difflorl'lIt tinelllre to tha t o f 
their hodies an' blazolwd Armed, lftlwir tongues 
protrude thl') arc LanglitOd. Animals such as th e 

bull and unico!'Tl, which also have horns and 
hoon's, arc blazoned Armed and Hoofed. but 
stags and decr arc Att ired , not Armed, Birds 
wilhout claws arc blazoned Bea ked and mem ber· 
cd. 'f hcre are man y more such complications. but 
thl' majority arose after the period with which \H' 

are (kaling, when a rms had become complex and 
he raldry was mainly decoralive, 

Tricking 
There is anolhcT' mel hod of describing a coa t of 
arms, found in Rolls or Arms dating back as ra T' as 
the mid-13th Ct'lltury. In Ihis metil(X1 the coat is 
drawn in outline in ink and the va rious tinctures 
indicated by words or abbrevialions orlhose words, 
Su,h a coat, known as tricked, is ill ustrated to 
indicate the si mplicilY orthis mcthod : Fig 50, the 
arms of Si r J ohn Fortescuc, cirCll 1 39'~- 1476 , 
Nealness and accuracy a re, of co urse, vita l with 
this method to prevent wnrusion, 

Surcoats 
At th(' beginning of till: 14th cen tlU), it wa~ com· 
mon praelicl' for kni ghts 10 \\'('ar a <;u rroat o\'er 
tlwir armour. On the fronl and back of Ibis CQal 
would often ~. displayed their arms, though 
other hera ldi, devices might also h(' used : I(H 
example, Edward II or England (1307 -27 wore 
fi.)u r liolls on his surcoa l. while al Poitk't'S Sir 
J ohn C handos had the figure of O ur I.ady , 
drcssl'd in blue, within a golden mandorla , em· 
broidered on his sUl'eoat. Lord .J (,;:1I1 de Clermont, 
011(' or till' Frcnch marshals al Ihe batt le, hore the 
same dev ice on h is surcoa t. 

AI this date tht' surcoa t wa~ fullleng tb , reaching 
almOSI 10 till' an kit'S, but sleeveless, and was spli t 
at front and back almost 10 the waist to allow the 
materi al to ha ng freely whcn Ihe wearn was in the 
saddleo These gOWIlS, typical examples or which 
are illust rated by Figs 51 and 52, were gathen'd OIl 
the waist by a bt'it or cord. 

T his full-length sureoat rem;l1ned popular 
unti l about t 320 30, when the rronl skirts Wt're 
cut off at mid-thigh \cvd, as in Fi,1!, 53, Th is edge 
was sometimes straighl, somelinH'~ scallopt,(\ or 
cmhat l led . Prior to this cha ngc, introdu ced ror 
practical reasons, the ends or the front skirts ha d 
frequently b('('n lucked tlwough t ilt" bdl to loop 
Ilwlll up and so allow gr('all'l' freedom of mov('· 



ment whel1 orl li)(ll. StJllh' "xamples oi" surcoats at 
aboul Ihis dale appt'ar 10 have had Ihe skirts nil 
back al an ;ln g-Ie, as ill Fi,~ 51. The rear skil"ls wrr(' 
cut on' ill aboul 13,1° 50, rr(ha'ing I hc It-nglh ht'1"(' 
10 le\"('I \\ith Ihe ha{'k ofl11l' k1HT~. ThisshOrlt'm'd 
\"trsion i, referrt'{l to as tl1(' qdas coat, ilnd an 
t:mmpl{' Ot'('lIl"ll on Ihr' en1gy of" Henry, Duke of 
Lancaslt'r. dated 134 7, on the Hastings bl";l~ <It 
Elsyng in ;'\orfolk : F/:e 55. 

Some 1 inl(" b('1 \\ een 1350 a lid 1360 the sllol"lt'!wd 
surro:!t or qcla~ bega n to h(' replaced b} tlH' 
jupon, anoth er hip-length garment but mu ch 
more dose- fitting and orten of leather, or of 
paddt"(1 or qlliltr"(1 1:II)I"i(', to provide eXIra prOle('
don for the wearer in ballic or tournament. It s 
lower edge \\as usually scnllop('{1 or frinK(:<.i . Th t' 
jupon \\:\s also s!et·n·I('ss, la ccd up at the sick s, and 
in England almrn;t ill\'ariabl) bore the anns of th e 
\\tarcron frolll and back, In F.uropt' the \\earcl"'s 
arms did not nonnal l ~ appear on the jllpon. A 
numb('l" of jupom arc illustrat1..'{1 in the colour 
platcs. 

That the long rorm orsurcoat had eon tinut'{l to 
br wom a lollg~ ide ,hc q das ,md jupon is illus
trated h) til\' fact that as lalt' as 1370 the now 

elderly Sir J ohn Chandos. whilst attcmptillK to 
dismount to fight on foot. e'lUght his spur in the 
skirts of" his surcoat and was slain whilst thus 
rendered hdpk'SS. This ('\'("nt, and perhaps othns 
like it, did mor(' to end the wearing of the long 
surcoa( than the rash ion fOI" (lte jupon. From this 
dale no more exam ples of the Slll"coal appear in 
Ihe SOllre('S consulted . 

The jll]>on was in turn discarded alxlUl '425, 
although isolated eX<lmples continue to occur as 
laIC as thc e!ld of that ('e!ltm'y, and ror son1l' eOIl
siderable tim(' armour was a ~ a ~eneral ruk un
covcn.'d. Some knig hts had their heraldic devices 
engran'{l and gilded on their plate arm our, hut 
this was a comparatively ran' OCCUlTence, g0\,("rn
ed b~ tl\(" cost of producing such armour. 

Tht" tabard, a short, loost'-fitting garm~'l1t , 

open at the sides and wilh broad, shorl sle("\"('s, 
had been worn in isola led examples from ahollt 
1425, and coats of anm cominut'{\ 10 1)(' ('Ill

broide red on theS(' and on cloaks, but both these 
ga rm(,llts were morc for parade~ and tournalllent s 
than warfilft:. Th{' tabard Iwcame more popu lar 
at th(' end of the century and n:mained in gl'll('ral 
usc unti l the middle oflhe 161h century, when il 
went oul orrashion. T he ta hard has survived in the 
fOllll of" the herald 's coat, embroide r(-d with 
heraldic dcvices on rront , back and sle{'\"N. 
Exampk~ orthr tabard O{Tllr ill Iht' colour platt's. 

Ailettes 
Ailf-(\( 'S (lillie wings) wel'(" small p ieccs of it"atile r 
or sometim cs parchment , usually reetanguLlr o r 
<;'111<11"{' hut tJ{Ta.<:ionalh round. diamond- 0 1' n"l"1I 

cross-s haped, which \\("fe laced 10 lhe point of 
('aeh shoulder' so as to sta nd upright above the 
shoulders. SOl11e sources stat {' that they wert' 
design ed to prevent a sword cut to the side of thl' 
~eck, but many of the {"xamplL'S studi('C! wel'(' 

mu ch too flimsy ror this, and the}' arc more likd y 
lO have been purdy Iwraldie or ornamental. 
serving as {'xt ra idcnlific<l.t ion ' panels' to iclentify 
the wcarer f"rom the sides, As such they wen' 
superfluous, since the curved shil' ld and thc crest 
;ll rca<iv rulfllkd thi~ ft')Ic, and till' :liltllt· wa~ 
probably morl" of an am.T ted f<lshion th,lII an~
thing el'it". 

Aikttcs firSI appear ahout 1 '.170, and il is kno\\ n 
th:lt !eatht'r aiktlcs \\'('1"(' usecl at it tournament 



("oJ Will;,.... de Fun", a rfle nl,,. ch~"f ~I"". (4') Waite .. de 
Colville, or , a (eu "'I ..... (" ,,) IhaSh d e Gr.,nlm.,~"iI : , uleo;., .. 
p . l., o r . ( .. 31 Go rr" ... od : . ",,"e ... du, .... " .. Or . (,,4) Guillaume d e 
Tn .. : o r ," boo:od . ,..,re. (45) Neville , Earl .. ,,(Warwick, als o o f 
the Va n Eyck, V . .. Jutp .... ". 8orgh:o." s, Oult~ • . 001 o lh .. .. 
Low CO .... try r.mili ... , flu.! ..... .. _ hire _.-grot . ( .. ' ) TeUo:" ;'" 
a nd Oluja: azu re, " cron a .. senl . (..,) S i r John a ... ndo~ : 
a r l!;ent , a pil" «"I .. ". ( .. 8) Bc:n ... m d e e rioll : or, " " aniOn ami 
""0 c hevro ns !'lIn . (49) H en ry de Grey: barry or .. ; ,., a r ll",nl 
a nd ."UrI!. 



held in Windsor Park in 1278. This surely indicates 
their true role. During the first quarter of the 14th 
cen tury aileltes app!'ar to have reached tht' pt'ak 
r:i their popu larity and man y examplcs of them 
being worn ma y be stell all monumellts i:LIld in 
documents. Howeve r, by about 1340 they seem 
to have declined in po pularity and they do not 
appear much aft cr 1350. 

If a ma n's shield bore, sa y, six cinqudoils, then 
onc cinquefoil might be painted 0 11 each ailelte, 
but Ihis was not always the case and in the Luterell 
Psalter (circa 134.0) Sir Geofrrey Luterell is por
trayc<! bearing his full coa t of arms on his aile l tes : 
see photogra ph elsewhere in this book. 

The Livery 
and Maintenance System 

At the end of the H undred Yeilrs \-Var with Fran cc 
1337- 1453) large numbers of professional sol

dicrs rc!umed to England. l'vlan y of these men 
lI'crc organized into pri vate armies by the greal 
barons, and 10 these armies nocked ma ny of the 
),comen and lesser gen try who needcd thc protec
tion of the barons against the injusti ces common 
at ihnt lime of unn;sl. T hese yeomen and gemry 
entered into a cont ract known as Livery and 
Maint enance, whereby they und ertook 10 wear 
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the baron 's livery, i.e. a tunic in his live ry colours 
and bearing his badge, a nd fight for him in time 
or need , while in return they would rece ive his 
p rotect ion whenever they needed it. 

By 1453 1hc administration o f just icc had la rgely 
collapsed and the barons were settlin g their 
quarrels by direct action pri vate wars aga ins t 
each other, while the rivalry be tween th e Houses 
or York and Lancaster led to th e Wars ofthe Roses 
(1455- 85). The a rmies oftlu.:se wars WCfe rorm ed 
mostly from the p riva tI' armil's oftht' great ba ro ns, 
th c Livcry and :vl aintcnance men, and contra ct 
troops, th a t is troop~ ra ised for th e Crown by 
cont rac t with th e kin g's nobles, usuall y a sc t 
Ilumber or men lor a yea r's service and at all 
agreed wage. 

Badges 
T he fnshio n ror badges rosc to its zcnith with these 
la rge pri va te armies of Ihe r 5th ce nlury, but 
badges had beell used 10 a lesser degree in the 
previous century, and by royalt y and a few g rea t 
lorclssince thcearli est da ys ofhcraldry . However, 
the badge ma y be said to have come into general 
usc in th e reign of Edward I I [ , ri se n to it s g rcat{'st 



The ~ ... I oflh .. s r .... 1 Buuc h ,u,,1' r"mily. Earls of Warwick, 
~ho ... inl'! s hi'l ld, " ure ... ,,1 "nd I rapper " II b""ring l he f"mil )' 
arm" (Cui",.,,, r" 5~ ""1 ... ,",,0 !I i.< (rou cro""I"". or) AIKl the 
di"lind i,'''' "_n ',, h .... d er.,,,t . 

importancl' in the 151h ("('lilUf),. and gone Oll l of 
usc in Ih!.' I'l-;",11 of Henry V III. 

Thcs(' had~l's \\ CIT !lever of any fixed form . lIor 

was there any fixed manner of u~ag(', :1 )0 \\;Ih 
coalS of ;HrllS. A I ~o, unlike arms, Ihey wcrc ncver 
worn by th e owner; I'otlher thl' )' We f t' hi s Illlll' k of 
Q\\l1ership. and \\ere tlll'rdorc slampcd 01 1 Ilis 
belongings and \\om as a ~ i Kn ofall(,giancc by hi s 
S('fV:tnIS, dt'pt'lldanL~ and n 'lairwl's. \\ 110 had no 

arms of I he; r OWI1 a!lel no rig:h I to bC:I r I he a rills or 
tll(';r lord. Ira lord \\,,'1 po\\Crfu]l'lIoligh to kad a 
pal'!) in Ihe Stall'. then adherents or hi s party 
might also IIl'ar his badgt', and colours, ( Thi ~ is 
lIu: orig-in of Iluxlcrn polilic ,1 part y co lour~. ) 

Such hadl{p" 1\I'rl' gl'lwl'all~ hut not al\\ays dif
f('rent to tilt' ('ha r!.it's bOl"n(' on the lord' s coat of 
arms. 

Badg-t'~ wNe original! y ~I"an ted hy I he son l"cign 
01111' to th01W IW.1(I .. or !-ITl'al fi:mliJies who could 
fidd a la rge lorn of men . Such gn 'a I lords nor
m,tll> had Ihl' righl 10 bear a standard granted by 
til t· kinl{ at tht, samt' tim!", lor the badge was IIst'd 
on tht' li\Tr~ eulour'l 10 larm a staudard .. \1 the 
b.lllk (It" liarillockbu rn in '31 '1, for example, 
' n'Om<l5, I ,onl Herkeley, 11acl 200 n 'l:t i Ilcrs a nd was 
('mitied to U\t' iI hadg(' to di~ting:uish them. 
Amhony B('k , Bi~ hop or Durham, rais('d 80 men 
for tht' siegt' 01 Canlawro('k C'I.~tll· in 1300 and 

hi 'i balllwr is blazoned on the Cae1'lavel"Oek Roll. 
Lord Talbot raised 1,800 me n from the SI11'op
shirt' hills for tht' ex pedition aga inst I-I arfleur and 
the batt[e of Agincourt ; and Ed w;u'd , Duke of 
York and Aurnerl e, cousin to H('IlI'y V, rai 'ied 
no 1l.'SS than 4,000 men for the same expedi tion 
from tht" great Yorkisl hol cling-softht" Plantag(',wts. 

[-I owc\,('I", by lIlt' 15th century t il e badge had 
risen to such popularit y and was so necessary for 
th e idenlification of troops in battle,lhai all CO Ill
manders, no mancr how small their following, 
began to adopt badgt·!;;. Thus in thc late 15th 
C(' lItllr), Sir J ohn Ferrel'S, who had a retinue or 
only t\\"o lance~ (onc of whom wa..~ himsel f) and 
fit"w("n a rchers, had his own badge. 

Because these badges W('rt' widely dispJay('d on 
prOlx·rty, flags and liv('ries, they W(:I"C far IllO:'C 
widdy known amongst the common people 
than the coat s of arms of the lords , which w('re 
only displayt'd on a lord's perso n, hi s lance pennon 
and hanner. I n battle it lord's r('tainers and 
followers \\"ore hi s badge on their <:lothes and 
rallied round it ~Ia ndard hearing that same badge, 
and consequently, unlik(' hera ldry , tht, hadg(' 
was a method of idenlification which was rec
ognized and unders lood by the masses. 

Th(' badge is variously desnibecl as being worn 
on the s lee\'(' 0 1' shoulder , btl! b y the time of" the 
\Vars of the Roses it \Ias more frequentl y worn 
on the breast. 

Alier the \Vars oft[le Roses a nl'W clas~ ornoblt's 
rose from till' lower ranks to replan' the g rt' at 
number of nobles killed ill the wars. At Ih(' same 
timl' heraldry appea rs 10 have begull ils de<:linc, 
alld almost a ll hadges wc re transformed illlO 
Cft'SL'i. By the timc of Henry VI I I thc Crt'st and Ille 
badge had come to Iw rega l'dcd as sy nonymous. 
The decline in importann' of the badge is, or 
course, directly linked to the ut'alion of the stand
ing army, which was begun in thc reign of H enry 
\ " I I, for with the creation oflhis a rm y Ihe prin
cipal tlSt' Ofl h(' baclgt: Ull th(·livery ofrctainers 
as a di sti ngui shing mark of allegiallce came 10 

an ('nfl. 
Possibly Ill(" 01dc-51 badgc is that ofC("o fl'r("y of 

AlljOU, fntlH'J" of Henry II , wl lo used the broom
plaut or plan/a lWlisll1 the origin of the nam(' 
Plantagelle l. "l'h(' rose ('a me to English royal 
heraldry via EI{":l1lor 01" ProV('ncl' , quccn of 



Henry I ll, and was dloscn as a badgc by their 
heir, Edward I . who used a goldc n rose. H is 
brother Edm und CroLlc h back, Earl o f La ncaster , 
had a red rose and this beca me the badge of the 
Earls and l) \lk\,s or l.alle;1s[('r, and or lhe three 
kin~ of tha t house !-1 m I')' I V, I-k nry V and 
Henry \ ' 1, It lI' a~ aho th(' badge ofthl' Beaufort 
famil~, dt's, t'mlants of the illegitimate son of 
JohnofCaLlrH. l ) ukl"or l ,allca~tLT, \Vhc n R ichard, 
Dukt, of York, ri;tinll'd the throne ill r 160 he 
chosr ;\ \\'Ilit\' rose as his badge. al1d this beca me 
the badge of his son, Edward [V , and of the 
Yorki~t f()l'cl's. Ed\\arcl 1\' ill E.lct placed the 
Il"hitc rose 011 a SIIII, allotlll' r Yorkist badge, :tlld it 
was the rOllru~i(lIl b l'I\"\TIl this b:ldge a nd the 
sihcr st:tr of de \ 'cre, Earl of O X/ill'd, which cost 
the Lallca\lriam Ih (' ball k of Barnet i ll 1471, an 
cX<lmplt" of tIl\' illlport :tll('(' or distinctiv\" b:ldg('s 
at Ihal drill'. 

Edward [ I [ h ad as a badge a sun burs ting 

through clouds, Fig 56, and Richa rd II used bot h 
the f)lnllln XlI/isla and the sun bu rsl, a nd a dded a 
personal badgeofa white ha n , Fip, 57. 1':dwHrd II I 
also used an ost rich li'at ht'r <IS a badge, Fig 58, 
\\'hich was proba bly d erivrd fi'olll the a rms o f 
his wifi.-. Philippa of !-I ain a u lt. One o r more 
ostrich I<"athe rs were used as badges b y all of 
Edwa rd's son, b ut notably b y the Black Pr ince, 
who had three wh ilC fcat hers: alld it was probably 
the Lise of this badge on a bl ack sh icld an d ora bl ac k 
sun:oa l 10 match wh ich gave r ise to the nam e 
Black Prince. From th is sprang the f~\lllOUS Prin ce 
of "'airs badg(' of threc feath n s encircled by it 

corollel, used by lhe !-I eir Apparent sincc T ud or 
l imes, l-klll'Y \ ' lI ~('d as ba dges the ant clop(', 

A m ;n;a 'u .... of S;r G eoffrey L ut e r e ll,ak en from t he Lute r eU 
P s a lter, ",nil en a ro und ' 340, illust rat ing t he plac ing of 
ch a rges on ,he rig ht s id., of ,he trappe r . Compare ,ra pper, 
... n elle, h o r se e res" h elmet e r es ' a nd pennon ",ith the s hie ld 
a nd s addle a r~ons, whe .... t he m a rt lets 01. .11 face , he d e",er .. nd 
the Mnd;s nO! s ;nis , e r, 



Tudor badl!u On th~ lIa lH of I'l e n ry VII'. c h apel in Woe"' 
mi.u.ter Abbey. induding the c r own...t ponculli .. of' .... 8..11 .. ' 
(ons; entwined while . .... m .... se" of the Ho .. ,...,.. of Yo r" 
a nd LaoncaSler; crClwn..d ,nllrll"e.,;lfli for H ""ry',, mothe r 
(Lady MUII"rft B.", .,fon ); .. nd the r.lcon lind feuerlod< o f 
,he lI ou~'" or Yor" ; a ll inl.,r"l ... r~M whh t h e lI .. ., r ..... I.,. I)'" of 
Fr.nc ... ncllion~ orEn!! ' " .. " . 

' -i.1!. 59. ,Old the 'i\\ an, FiX (i I, which we rc ckriwd 
frolll hi, lllotlHT's 1:l1nil ) Ihe llohuns. nnel iI cn'!.st:1 

or iwacon. Fi,l!. 60. 
R()~; II badgt.:s I)t'canw IIUlTlt'l'OIlS under Ihe 

Tudors bUI rardy occur .IIler that period ( 1485 
[603 ), /l en ry Tudor's badg('s included til\" Iwl 
roS(' of I..lIlcas!er .lIld tht, Ik :lllfort pOrlndlis, "'i~ 

62. 'I'll(' Ikaufol"ls wcre excl uded from til\' royal 
'IHTI'S~ioll but , ann hi s vk lUry al Bosworth Ficld, 
H('nry had the ban liftt'd by an Act of Parl ialllent 
.mel tht' portc ullis cruw1lcd becam(' 0111' of his 
h:HI~I's 01 '1 II l'nry V II , I-I t' al so united the rcd and 
\\l1itl' ruses into th(' Tudor roS(' \\ hell Ilt, married 
Elizabt'th of Yo rk . The T udor rose is found in two 
distinl't fo rms; a r(ls(" di vided v(' rticdl y o r, more 
e0111mOlll}, :t double rose \\ith the outl'r petals 
rt'd ;lnd the inner OIll'S whit l", o r vice Vt,.osa , 

:'\0 om,'ial n'curds uf t hl' badges used h y I he 
king's 'Iuhjl't"ls war kl ' pi unlil latc in thl' reig n uf 
II l'n r~ \ ' 111, h~ \\lIicll lime tlwir usc was rapidl y 
d,"'{' linin~, alld tln'I'('li)lI' il is 1I0t possible to compile 
a {'Ol11pl t' I(' li ~t. Our o nl } ~oll r('"('~ fo r tilt' ('artier 

badges arc therefore standards nnd guidons , or 
monumental work in places such as \Vcstminster 
Ab lx'y, Tile benr and ragged stan'ofthe Earl s o f 
\Va rwie k, and till' swan ofthl' Earls and Dukes o f 
Buckingham, will be familiar 10 man y readers, 
but it is hoped th e il lustra tions of badges arcom
panying Ihis section will provide examples whi ch 
a rc new to some. Figs 62- 73 nrc taken from a 
broadsheet published in 1 '~49 , Figs 74~79 from a 
manuscript of th e reig n of Edward IV (146 1 83). 

Badges occu .... ed in European cou llIri<.'s, al
though the ir usc neve .. became so widcsprt'ad or 
so ilnportal1l as in England. and the refor \.' a small 
sel ection of the mort' famous badges of Francc and 
Ita ly has b('en included ; Ngs 80--85 . 

Beca use they we re lIot bound b y the rul es of 
herald I'} , badges wc .. e not Ind y he redi lary, al
though there are a numbn of wdl- known cases 
of the same hadge being used by generation after 
generation. In Ihesecases it is believed tllat 1l1 :ll'ks 
of l·ad e Tl cy Wl' re used to di ~ l inglli s h be twt'l'lI lite 
badges or father and sons. For example, i-iump lll'l'y 
Talbot . so n of J ohn Talbot , Earl of Shrewsbu ry 
I whose badge is shown in Fig 69} had a s a badge a 
talbol 01' hound with it mullet on its sho uld er. 
Dilli:'I'l.' l1 ci ng by tinc ture, as with the roses of 
Ed ward I and his brother Edmund , ma y have 
btl'lI another method of denoting cadency, Sons 
also o(xasio nall y adopted a slig htl y dint' rcnt 
form of their fathe r 's badge . Other examples or 
din'eren cing by cadency ma .. ks and o th er mea ns 
Illa y be lound in th e li st or livl'ri(,s and badgt,s 
below. 

Liveries 
I,i \'eries \\ ere the forerUnll('I'S or mi Ii ta ry uniforms, 
and the term livel)1 means those d ist ingui shin g 
marks on the dress of individ ua ls which marked 
Ihem oul as servants, retainers o r fo llowers of 
certain knig h ts. In additi o n to thi s d istinc tive 
mark , the tunics of these me n we re usuall y of a 

(56) Edward JIl : a ,oldno "un bU" li",! Ihrou!b while(.h. ded) 
cloud. (57) R ich . rd II : while h . " wllh , old c h.in .nd c r own . 
(58) Edward III : while f".lh"r wilh ,old quill .nd r ... r f." .... 
of ""roll. (59) Henry V : whiee . ne .. lo .... wilh gold c rown . nd 
ch.in. (60) l-lenry V : beacon with r .... n .. m ..... (6 . ) H .. n ry V , 
whil" "WIlD w ilh gokl crown . nd c h .. in. (h ) H t:nry VII : porl_ 
culli '" (63) John, Duk .. of Bedford : ,old.,.. cr .... s tump. (64) 
Humphrey, Duk .. ofGlou c .. 5ter, whie e dud. with , old Cr Own 
and "h • . ;ns. (651 .I .. I. Pol .. , Du.k ... of SufTo U. , whil t: bollard 
with J!;0ld ,. ... p . nd rinK' (66) M o wb ... y, Duk ... ofNorfo U. : 
a lion . (671 Holl a nd, Duk"" of ["H .. r :. be.con on • m o und. 



56 58 

60 

62 63 

65 



di~tin('til" 01' \JIlilorrn t'olour or COIOUI'S, Somc
ti Illes the"(- t ullic~ II at' of t 11(' prj IIci pa I t i net Uf(' or 
tinctures or tbe arms of the lendn, but livery 
colours II ere not I1c("('ssal'ily derived rrom coa ts or 
;trillS: rctairl(T~ (.rlhc 11ml~c Or Percy, ror example, 
\101'(' thre(, ~tri pcs Ofnl~S(' I, o r and len ni, lI'ilh the 
blm' lion ramp;tI1t or the ramil) arms 011 their 
shoulders as a h,ldgt'. 11 00\"l'\'l'I', II'hl'1"l' the al"1n~ 
did prOlide the mlulIrs, the tinclure of the fidd 
n()rmall~ d{'t('rlllillcd lilt" colour o l"lh(, tunic , "nd 
Ihal ur tilt' principal c b,u'g{' 011 tht' field deter
mined til<' coluur of thc edging and somctillle~. 

Oil Ihe morc daboral~' lunks, Ille lining. 

Smut' tlIodt'l"n II'ri tns hrlie\'l' that wllere twO 

tim'lm'('" ;[I'e li~l('d ;\s the {'OIOllI'S, Ilwl1 Iht· livl' ry 

II ,IS di\'ickd ]>('1' pak, Ilalr t lw coal Iwill,l{ in eac h 
colour. Thi'f{' is no COllt(,lllpUI',lr), confirmation 
of Ihis th(,ol'~: in filet, in C011lCillpur ar} mntlll
,nip!.'> listing colours. thi' livI'1 it's al'( ' rrcqul'ntl ), 

(k~\' rih{'(l as b{'il lg- OI'01lt· eolou r and embroidered 
in the senmd, or di\idcd into rOLir st ripl's. Pre
!>umabl y tunics 11'( '1'(' only p("1' pa ll', o r indeed 
quartercd, irll'l'lorcl so \1 ishcd it, and pa l'lieu lal'l) 
irthr fie ld orll is arms \\as th us d ivi d ed . 

The I i\ nit's or I h(' Englidl st)"t'l't'ig ns du ri ng tIl(" 
Tncdie\·al pI'rilxl \1(.'I"l· .1' 1'0110\1»: 
I hI' P/(lII/o.t!fIIl'l ~/lI.I{!,' 11e11l')' II . R ichard I , J oh n , 
I I ('n r~ II I, Edll,lrd I. alld Edward I I wllile 

;lnd n'd. Echl,tnl III hlue and I'l'd. Kit-hal'd 
I I \1 hitt' ,111d g rc'·1 1. 
'JII, 1.(III((I.,t' ;fII/ ~1I1f!.J: I kn!'} 1\ ', \ ' and V I 

\Ihil(' and blut'. 

'Jilt' }'or~'~f kill.i:!~: Ed\\' ;11'C1 J\ ' .. nd K it-hard 11 1 
bhH' and IllUl'I't'} . 

'Jill' TIl/1m ~II/.J!.\: I lt'n r) \ ' 11 and \ ' 111 w hil e 

nnd gn·(' I1. 

.\ si'I("(t li ~ t (lr li\'("rit'~ and bad~es worn b) 

1"t'WillCi'S ()fk n i).:"hl~ durin).:" t h e ':loo ' 550 period 
i, .Kin'lI 1)\'10\\. :\ames an' listed Linder title, not 
bmil) 1101111(': i.I', SII!'(·\lsbur). Earl or, not T al bo l . 

. \ l. lll~ 01' lite kniKhls listed h;](1 mo r t' than 011(' 

badge : Ii)!' Sp .... l' reasol1S onl) the ir lil's t badge 

h,h IW("11 g-i \'(' 11 : 

It bfT,(lll""lfr, Lord \If Goo. Nt'villt' : V, & Arg. ,\ douhle 
<1" llle im("rl,\(~cd. !\q,: & or, 
A,um"', [ad of Tll(1S. F'il -I..'\I ;Ul': A7. & C. A brandt of 0.1 k 
'Trl, frml,'d or. 
Aud/If, Sir John' Or & gil. A moor's ht'ad in profik prOI)(.'r. 
filltltd rOlllKllhr Irmpll'S. lh .. rgl-cl I,ilh a cn·stem lor dif
fertnct'. 

8m/tts, Lo rd Iklurchier l; Or & vt, T he Kourchitr knot. 
IJrou·II. Sir \\'('$1)"11: Gu. A lion's gamh "reCI ;wd <"r"lS<'{1 
arg.·"I , "ing,'d sable. 
IJud;"'gham , Dukc of Edward Siafford : Gu & 5. Slaiford 
knot . 
Cartw, Sir William, of Dtl'on : Four stripd 5 & or. }\ 1:. lcoll 
collared and jtsScd gules, bells on neck and legs or. 
Cholmolldtlty, Sir Richard: Cu, A helmel per pale or and 
argent , cha rged with fil'c torteaUl(, 
Cl!lford. Sir ll("nry: Argent. 1\ \\')'\ '('rn'~ wi ngs t'mIOl'Sl·d gul,· \. 
Cons/obit, Sir Ma rm:ldukt, or Everi ngham, York! : GUll'S, 
Andcnt threc-masted ship headed with a dragon' , hcad and 
5aikd furled or, chargl-cl wilh it ertsccnt sable. 
Cq't)',rs, Lord of, Co, Durham : !\rg. 1\ lion pas.~allt azure . 
Corntrf'all, Sir Thos. : Arg. A lioll P,ISS;OUI gul,'s, ducalh 
CWI, ned .. nd !l<'ml' of lu·zanLS. 
CIII.:ml. Lord ( Rollnt ): Or & guo 1\ w"lrs llc:o tl <'rased gul,·s. 
J)ar~" Thomas, Lord : Vt, An hcraldic liger a rgtll\. 
/JOTS/I , i\larqutsS of 'T hos. Grr) ): Arg. & pink, A unicorn 
t~rmint, armed, ungull-d, m;lIlt'{l and I\IftlXl o r . 
' ;',rru$, Lord : Arg. & guo !\ grtyho und COU Ta nt arg(·n t. 
ducally gorged or, 
J-t""s, Sir Ed\\ard : VI. A unicorll tOl/ rant crm int'. rh;uK,'d 
on Ihe shoulder wi th a crescent 5:lblc. 
Ft'/~ Uf)'an, Sir Kca ap T homas: Arg. A ra ven s,lbk standing 
on ,t turf vcrt. 
Flldfr)'lln, Sir Griffith lip Rcl'S: Gu & :17.. A quatreroil slipped 
:or'KerH , lcal'~'(l l'ert, chargl"t:l with a raven s.ablc. 
" o/JamfH, Sir Godfrey, of Wal ton, Orrhr: Four stri l)lC'i ~I/. & 
arg_ 1\ Ch"lloupe passant quart"'-I~ or :oml sable. arm~'{1 nr. 
GI{Y, Lord, of Cod nor : At, & argo A b:odgcr ;md cro ..... n a rgent 
and or. 
GUIfOTd, Sir lil'nry: Arg & S. A ragged st"lfillflam(od. t harged 
wilh ;, mulltl sable. 
(;Ij ljorrl, ~'I a$tt r : Four 51I'il)(.'5 \I':tl')' a~ & argo A r;lggtd sl .. rr 
i ll fl:orn~'(1 al lOp and sides all prop('r. 
II/Him&S, Lord : Purp & a7.. A bull's head t'rased sable, dUCIII) 
gorged and "rllled . 
I/fil1'lli. l.ord (Tht' I.onl l it", 111 ,,r I .. land . F"urst ript'~ arg & 
g uo A wolfst:tI:onl Or., dark la ..... n)', wilh fins along back ,lIld 
bell) and upon hind legs 'of a waler colour'. 
K,n t, E:lrl of (Wi lliam Nt'ville. Lord F .. uconhcrg) : t\rg & ; I ~. 

" fIsh-hook. 
Ktllt. Earl of Goo, Crt)": Gu. In 1475 a black mggcd 51all', 
K"klram, Sir J oh n. of Blakcdon, Do;\'on : Gu. A lion's 11C:HI 
e ra~ed :Hgt'llt. 
LiIIltasttr. Dllkf' of ( !-I tnry) : Alg & "~ . " r('(1 r05(' t rownl."d. 
I~jrt-,I". F_'lrlof Robt.·rt Dudley: Or & "I. . ,\ r .. !:~rd sl .. ff 
" rgent. 
M nJV'IIgbttd, Sir Th~. of Gunby, I.ines: Fourstripcs gu & o r, 
Two arro\\'s in salti rc .. rgtnt. 
Nor/oil.. Duke of oj ohn :-' l o,,'bI1lY ': At & tawny. A "hile liol1 . 
Norfq/k, Dukf' of (Th05. Howard): Arg & gu. A silver sallel . 
}l'filtlrumb"lrllld, Earl of ( !-I enry Percy) : Three si ripc_" russet, 
or ,uKI tawny. A bill{' lion pas, an\. 
./I'firthumh"fartd. D uke or UOhll D udley) : S;lhl ... wilh ;, rgcnl 
:lnd gules embroidery. 1\ I>car argenl, ITIUZl.lcd gu ln, coil" ,. 
.. nd thain or, supporting a raggl'(l stalf oftht firM . 
./I'q//Oll, Sir J ohn: Cu. A grtyhound'$ head crased in front of 
1\\'0 wings I;r('(,,1 .. II or. 
I'//Jlon, Sir Willi"m, uf P;lston, Nurfolk: Cu. A ci n '"I"r chain 
0'. 
1'111/10"'" Sir William : !-'our stripes purp. & :Irg. 1\ lion paS5ant 
sable graspi ng in dexler paw" ci n{lucfoil or . 



" JV/Drt", Sir j ohn : Four slripe_'" or & guo A greyhound cour· 
IlII rUU<' I, pl:lin collared OT. 
hlutw,..{ & SDm(rStf, Duke of lIenT) Fitzroy, natural 5QII of 
Hent) Vill i: Thrtt st ripo arg, az & or. A lion p.:\!Sant 
ruardam, ducal1 ) gorged and cha inrd. 
hts, Lord Gt'O, ~1"nrwrs .l: Az & or. j\ bull's head rra'K:d 
1'110. armrd , dur:,lIy gorg ~'d and chaincd or, 
'itr4flt, Tht, Lord : Arg. A Corni~h dlOUgh. 
Sty_" Sir j ohn : Cu. }\ leopard 's head o r. 
Sirtlt'shllFl, Earl of J ohn T albol ' : CII & s, A lalhOI dog argent . 
Statrul, Duke' of J ohn 8 ... aufon : Iknd) gu, \1 & argo An 
OItrieh fr,lIh ... r ,'rrr l arg" II t. Ih., (Iuill COI11I)O)11 i' al"gent a mi 
IlUTe. 

s..".ltl, Duke of E(\\, ... d Sq'rnour l: Or & guo t\ phoenix . 
St.,IDII, Lo rd of, in Wiltshir(": Arg & S. A gold sledge, 
5.lo/A, Dukt of William <It' h, 1'01,,) : Az & or, t\ l;M)llard 
ugenl "ith chain or, 
TJln, Sir Wjlli:,m : Four stripc" a rg & az. A crrsc('nt, and 
liuanl Ihr n 'from a cross pal l'C fildll' gul~. 
r.lAa", ~ir Ilugh, "f 1.\ I\llon Four slriprs or & \ I . 1\ fi ~ h, 

lItarl cr.I!«1 and erecl or, 'ingull:lnt' of a spear's head argent. 
1'mrmI, Sir Hmry: Arg & or, A frcl ~;thk . 
H'lIu'Irk, 1..11 J ofS;lli siJu1"'o ,11111 Kit 1t,Inl Xt \ill : Gu I 158 , 
White r:lgged sIan: 
Wrllul/glrh)', Lord : Arg & gil . A moor's head full rh ,.~d , Ihe 
IOI1gut hanginlo: UUI. 

IfJlJ/u r( : Earl of Hi'nl") I: S & gu, t\ Slafford knm eharg('{1 
~"ilh a nt'M'CII! jo:uks ror d ini'n 'IIn' , 
<_Itt, j ohn, JOn Bnd l1t' irof l.ord Zouclw : S & purl' , On the 
I:rnnch of a \r('(' or, sprouling H' rl , a n cagle risi ng :, rg"nL 
pgtd \, ilh , i 1;lbd of lhn .. · Jl'Oinl~ , 

~fI//(lrt, julm, urCudnor : roll & \' 1. On rlu- SIUI11P of" Irc,' (Jr, 
branchin:.: Vt'l"l. a f."<"(m , "iu):s dr\'.l l,'d ar~i'lll , dnll-,.:rd 011 
tbf lIrr" ' 1 h il h a (' 1"("'''("111 gil],"'. (AI.o I lit" I)ad~i' r an,1 crn" n 
,lIlIrnt ;lnd nr "f 1 .ofd en'> " f (:od11ur 

TIIC \\',11"; 01 the R f)S t ·~ \ inllally cXlinglti ~ht 'd the 
LiH' 1'\ :\I1d ~lailllcn :t lll"l' systcm til(' Krea le r 
part or Ih e harOIl,I ,I{t' \\a ~ dead and Ihe whole 
COU Olr) \\ : I ~ ~i\ ' k or war and under Ih(' ~ trong 

mit, of I k nry Tudor 1185 1509) sLlch privatc 
umil'~ \\(' IT ,II las t made ilkKal. :\'t'I't'rtlu'lcss Ihe 
sySlem of I'aisinl{ all a I'm) i 11 Ii rm: of Heed b) ca ll i ng 
00 nohk .. to ~uppl }' nWll \\as retained , and so 
Ihl'ferorl' \\\'n ' man ~ o f 111(' individual livt'ries or 
thCSt' lord s. l '11der Ihi ~ cont raCI sys lem, l1()bk~ 

wcrt ubligJ'd 10 suppl y mC' 1I by til" Illmdrl'd , 
depcndinl..( 011 1IIl'ir ~ I:lt II~ : Kt' lllkm(,1l 01' onlinal'y 
kni~ht s h;ld IU suppl y IWO men, and a squire 
one man , 

.\s ,'ar!} a, 13 15 Parliamt'nl had enacted thaI 
troops rai ' nl lor the French \\ars w{'r£' to bt: 
dr('s ~('d in :1 unifi)rrn mann("\", and ('I", 'cn ycars 
latl' I". al Ill\' ballk of Puilit' r"" 11t(' ;lnllY of th(' 
Black l' rim'(' did ill /;1('1 \\t 'a r a uuiform of gl'('t'll 
and \,hil(, th .. lil'l' l"\ ('ol o urs adopled h) Ihe 
nrxt l..in l..(" R ic hard II :111£1 ~ uh~ccl'rt'nt1 ) lI ~ ('d hy 
H cnr~ \ ' 11 ,Inc! lIel1r~ \ ' 111. B) th!' 1,.\1(' I,ph 

century tht' red cross of St G eorge on a while 
backgTound, fi rs t adopted fo r the crwmdes, \\as 
th e recognized badg'c or the Eng lish soldier, worn 
(' i 11lt'1" rlS a coa t or as a d isti neli vt' pi:! J'l of a coat , and 
by the linlt' or Agincourt Henry V had orda ined 
thaI 'cvcry man, ofwhal ('s tall' 01' condition , thai 
bc ofoul' partic, beare a bandt, of Sci ni l' Cl'o rge 
suflieicnl largl" upon hi s dOlill'S on Ill\' chl''', l and 
back , ~oble<; , bann(' t'(· I ~ and knight s al ~o \\01'(' 

th{'ir j upollS bl':trin/o; th e /:\mil y arms, and tlwr(' 
are man y n:frt'('llces 10 Ihem pUlling Ih('s<' on at 
Ihe king's or o t iter lead(' I'S' commandjusl hdi)l'l' a 

battk was joincd , alld taki ng them orr im· 
media lel y a rler I It(' ba II It' , Some form of 'I mil/II,tIl' 
was ob\'iously desi rable in lil(' hattles now bein g 
tought. 

B) 1501 Illl' 300-strong \ '('omen of the GIlaI'd 
archers or the King's Bod) g uard , IOl'llwci in 

1485 hy II l'l1ryTudo r) wc re drcssed in tht, ' I'udor 
li\ 'n y colours ol'whit (' lind gnTl1 in v(' ni n ll Si r i pes, 
t'mbroidered on cill's t ami ha ck" ilh a red rOSl' 
within a vine wrcath, Thi ~ coat would havc bt' l'1l 
Ihe ordillary horseman's ('oal of Ihe pe riod , 
probahly sleeveless and rlost' filling bUI with a 
widc skin. UndtT H em')' V I I [ ( 1509- 4 7) these 
Yeomen still wore white and gTl·cn for 111(' 1514 
campaign in France, bu t arc' shown to ha ve worn 
at 11t(' Fidtl oI'lh(' Cloth orGold ill 15!W a I"ed lunic 
\\ith black hal'S ilt the l'dKt'S and on tll(' arms, 
with til(' rm(~ surmounl ed b y a c rown in gold on 
du'st and ba ck, Hose and do uhlcls w{'rt' wh ill ' . 
(T he Fidel of' the Cloth of Cold painl ing was 
fini shed rir((l 1.'i:l8 and in fan the Tudor rose 
remaim'd lIncrowlwd unlil 15'2 7 o r possihl y la tl'l". 
Red graduall y replaced till' whitt' and g n:"cn as 
drt'''-s unilo rm for {'en'mollinl occasions, but Ihe 
\\hitt' and grtcn tlll1its ]>c rs islrd lilt, evcryday USt ' 

until ;-tbOllt 1530. 
Similad y till' val' ious coml>anil'S oflh(' En glish 

;H'm} or tht' 161h ('(' nlu ry and the sh ire and (' it )' 
levit'S or Irained bands now worc SOI1l(' rorm of 
'uniform ', has icall ystilltlH'iriord' s orcaptain's 
often Ihe same thing livl' ry colou rs and badgt' , 
Thus in 1554 Ihc men of Iht' Lid of Pcmbrokl· 
\\,01'(' bll\e coals wi lh a gre(' n drag'Oll hadg('; t lte 
men-a t-arms of the ~\arqUl'ss or \\,inchesll'I' had 
embroid('red ('oats of n 'd ,md whi te in abo ui 
1570 ; \\ hi It t hos(' of' I Ill' Ea rI ofSuf1'o1 k i T1 I 597 had 
hitit' coats fand wilh sl'a'grcell lalTt'la , II ilh 
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fcathl'l"'> of the SOIIIll' colours a m i 'many chai ns of 
gold' , EWIl ill Ih(' ('arly 1 71h ce ntury such livery 
uniforms pl'r"i~ll'd : ill 1603 Ihe mell of the Earl of 
~onl kh lIon' blm' linT) coa ts II ith wh il e doub
lets, hat~ ,md I<-:tl hers, and thos t' of th e Earl o r 
~ottingham in lGoS had cloaks of orange- ta w II )" 

edg('d \\ ith si lwr a mi blu (' Ian:, T his earl 's trulll
peters won' orange' damask clo thing, wi th cloaks 
of tht' same colour, 

In the lrai nnl bands SOll1l' a tt l' m pl was al so 
made to \\'I 'a r ,I di sting-uishing dn'ss in bailie. In 
t513 th e IIl(' n of Can terbu ry wore th e ehough , 
from till' ci t) 's ('oat or arms, on tllt'ir ches t and 
b.lck, [II 15!l!l tltC' men ofSh rl'\\sbuf )' \\l'l'!,' iss ued 
\Iith ('O,l t ~ h,'a ring- kopa rds' Iwads, Tht' soldie rs 
raised b) Ihl' Cil } of Lo ndon in lS39 had whill' 
(oalS hcarin).{ thl' a rms of tIll' {" il y O il fronl and 
back, ami ill I:) 1'1 1111' t'avalry raised hy Covelllry 
had an ell-pha llI hadge o n tlleir n ), l1 S, T hl' ll1I 'n of 
\'orwidl ill 1;' 13 won: a blue ('oa t t'dgnl and 
dccor;ttl 'd \\idl rl'd and , for til\' fir~ t time o n 
remrd , th l'i r host' was al so rq.{u[ a h'(l : all red lor 
th" riKht k )!;, hlu(' \\ith a broad n ·d sl rip<: fO I' the 
Ht II'K, 

In 151 1 11 1' 111') " II I is p{)!'I I'a} I'd landing in 
France \\t"a rill~ (In..- hi s arm our a tUlli c of whit t, 
and g"old \\ ith ,I fed noss ill the cClltr!', and a p
p.'lrl' lltl ) thl' t r;.clil ionaln'd cros~ orSt G t:urgl' Ull a 
whitt' bal'kg"rolilld wa~ 110 11' usuall y \\ol"lllogelhel' 
with Iht' ('Omp,1I1 Y'S bad~e, either \liI11 Ih l: b;t d gt' 
5<'t ~oml'\dH"rt, 011 a while t1llli c hl·:t r ing th e.: r('d 
rrOS,\, or III( ' red (TOSS on a wh i 1(' ba("k)!;roulld se t 011 
part olt he t'om IMI1) 's coat. How('v('r. in 1556 the 
men of R t'; lditll.~ \1 l' n ' " ill \\ l'aring blue ("oa ls wi lh 
rrd cross("~, 111\'i r h()~I ' I)l'in~ in \ -ariOllS cotours, so 
lrue 'lla til)na[ ' ulliform dm's 1101 appl'ar to ha ve 
bt'('ll ,ldoplt'd al thi s datt', [ II fac t, althollgh all 
mcn of (';teh (,Olllll y now wore Oll l: distim.: tivl' 
JiV{"I") , the \.lriulls ('olilltic.:s were slill dn'ssl'd in 
dil1l:n' llI 'ullit/II'IIlS', ;tnd some of th(' comllies 
('veil I\{'n t so t:lr as to va ry Ihal 'unifurm' rrom 
)<,ar to year, 

R('( I ,lnd Ill ul' \\1'1'1' tht, prl'dominaTlt colours o r 
thl"~e COlull1 li,,'ri.'''' red \\a s also a u"'lIal ('u lour 

(68) de Ve .... , E.rl .... f Q"f .. rd. (~) T.lboc, E.rt ,. .. fSh rew"b .. ry, 

1
70) Nevill." t:. rIll <lfW. r.vick , (,I ) Fi, ,.At .. n, E. rlll .. r Ar .. ndel, 
7'1) CO .. ".,n,, )'. E"rt" o f Dev .. n . ('3) Rich . rd, D .... e of V .. rk : 

• I!:0ld~ fenerloc" , (, .. ) Scale.., t:arl River", ('5) E.rls .. f 
Do"JI! lu, (76) Lord Scrope ofBoIt .. n . (,,) L .. rd Grot)' o f Cod nor, 
1,&) Sir R.I I,h lIa8';.ngl, (79) Sir John A8Ih:)" 

lor ElIglish mi litary headgea r in tIll' ]6th el'lllury 
and thesc 111'0 colours remain ed Iht., most 

popular in Ihe latler half or the century, 
.\11 these exa mples illustrate earl y attempt s 10 

idelltify troops in baIlie by means ofunirorm dress, 
Howcve r, a t this stage o nl y the tuni c or livery was 
no rmall y afll'c ted; hats and hose of va ri ous hues 
we!'e wor n by men within the same companies, 
and the re was not ye t all Y SUcll Illi]lg as a un iversal 
uniform or it nali o nal colour for coat s, 

Crests 
Some lorms of llclmt.'t c rest sce m 10 ha ve come into 
usc towards Ihe end of the 12th cc ntury a nd b('
ginning of the 13th t: t' lltury, but it is 11 0 t unli[ the 
hq.,rin ning of the 14th ce ntury Ihal heraldi c crests 
bega n to ('o mc into ge neral usc.: and take on a 
thrce-di nll' llsiun a l rorlll, From tit is dal e o n crests 
li lT oftt' n rd'I'l'r('d \0 as ' I ru e' crests, i!l I hat I hey a 1'(" 
free-sta ndi !lg, t hree-di mensiona I cons t rul'! ions. 

Th($l' 'I rue' crt's ts wcre ralhe r spl endid , oft f' 1l 
ran tastic o bjec ts, mndc of a rai rl y li ghtweig ht 
materia l such as moulded leathe r, parchmcnt , 
whalt-holl( ', Iwa tc n co pper sheet, plumes a nd 
f('athl 'los, can vas s tre tched over a wicker li'anw, 
thi II woud , or p:l pic]' m:l chi-, I ,ea I her was pruha hI y 
the most pn'valent , in Ihe lorm ofrtl irbouifli, that 
is lea ther soaked in hOI wax and I)("nt to shap" 
whi le still hot. T his had the advantages of' being 
lig ht yet strong, and could be sh:lped easil y. (CuiI' 
bOIl;II; was also used to ('onr shields, with heraldic 
eha rgf's embossed upon it, and for making ; 1 form 
or body and hon,l' armoll ... ) 

The r{'athcrs or cocke rels, SW:lns and peacocks 
w('r(" also used extensivcly, T hey were usuall y 
a rra nged as a pana che, partind:lrl y in th,' I'arlin 
crt'sts, t ha t is risl ng i n ti ers to a poi nt , a s i nIh c cresls 
of Edmund Mortime r ( ]372) , Fig 86, Sir Ed wa rd 
Thorpe 1'1]8), Fig 87, and .J o hn , I.ol'd Se rope, 
Fig 88: or a,~ a plume, in whi ch onl y olle or 1\\'0 
ticrs 1\'( ' 1'(' employt'd , as ill the crest or thl' Earl of" 
Hl"I'l'rol'd ill] 30 1, Fig 89, T he panache sO rl1 eti llll's 
spread o ut wards ins tead of'rising to a poi nt , as III 
the crest of Si r Si nlon de.: Fdbrigge, Fi~ go, ami 
th at of .J o hn, King or tlo hc mia , Fig 9 1, 011 oc
casions lCath n s we re also di spla yed in a duster , 
as ill th e hra,~s 10 Si r ' r Il O I11<I S de St Quinlin 14 20 }, 
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{&oj The um;..., of'h", DUM"''' of Brin.ny. (81 ) Th", porcupine 
o rlhe lIo us," ofOrlt: .. n ... (&.&J Th., winged han ofth.e Iio u sc: of 
6ourhon. (8J) The u hunand",r of II,,,, Hou~ of Anlloule m",. 
(8.tJ ,,,'" IOCrpo-nt and c hild of t h., Duk_ of Milan. (85) 'Th., 
" n~ oflh., Hou..., ofS • .,oy. 

Fi,l!. 9:!. ' rh l' fc:tlhc't' 'l 11"ft' ( Wc,,~iollal1y , 'u]ullred 

in Ihl' prirwip.,1 tincture,> or thl" a rms, ;, .. in til!' 
en'''' of tilt" Comlt' dl' :\";unw', FI,/!. 93. ClfW 1'195, 
11 1'0<;,' " rills \\ c'rt' ()r. ,I litJll r;l ln P,lllt sa bIt,. :1 t'llled. 

{'w\\ III,d ,llld ], \II l{II t'l1 KlI lc.~. Ol('ra ll a bend gules. 
11 01"11' l\l'rl' :11141\11\' 1" popula r I()r m or ('fest in 

(;l'l'Inan) and to ;t It-SSt'f l'xtent ill EIlg:land : 
Fiel Y.I ,lIld 95 sholl 1\\0 <': lTman ("xamplrs, 
I·i,e. 96 the cn-q of Si r .J oh n J>]l'''si.. [3,11 {T il t u "y 
I n IIii' ('arlin t'n'q~ Ihest' horns Ilere si mpl y 
(Ul'\l,d .llld poitlt\'\l in tlw ir ll awrallorm hu t 
in til l' lall'r, more d,lhorah' (' r('SIS t h t,y aI'(' some
till\(" nTu1"\l'd ,I~ ,..i,1!, 95 ;tlld havt' an o pcning 
in1(J 1\ hidl ,Ill' 'IH1Wli nlt's i n~('I'It'd lufts o r plumes 
01 k;\tIlL' r<;, Tl ll"{' horns an' u~lIall y paintl'd illl hc 
lin(,III1'{'S 01 th{' ~hil' ld . 
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Thl' human figme is anotlwr til\'ourill' crt 'st ill 
CI'rm:\ II hel':lld r ), uSlIa II y s I10\\ II Ila lf-l en~t II 0111(1 
sOrl1l,times wilh the arms fepla c('d hy horm, a<; in 
" i,f!. 97, t he crt'st url hc ( :O LlTlt of i-. l ont bc1iard , The 
hat is anot her COrl1mon crcst in CITrllan heraldr), 
F/,~ 98, the crest or Ihl' 1 ph-nntury knight. 
Castcln. 

T he heads of heraldic beas ts suc h as liom, 
boars, ho tlnds, an d of hl'ndd ic bi rds sti c h as 
eag-les, swa ns :lnd cockerels, at'l'otlntcd for man ) 
of' the othcr crests. 11 1 somc cases tl1('s(' cor ls iMt'li of 
a re-pt'li t ion of a c ha rg-c in the- w('arcr's arms, blu 
Orle-11 IIH' cha rges in a rms did 1101 ll 'nel Ihem~rI \'('s 

to lI~t' in crests, and consequently it I)(' ('am(' 

n.c b .. onu: .,rr.gy o r Gfl>,,! Truehse .. " yon Wa ldbu,,! (died 
.,,67) ... 51 Pet~ .. ·s Chu"ch, Bad W.ld" ...... Wunl~mbe,,!, 
" h owinll:. C...,Sf of II:r~n\ peacock' .. r~alh~ ... ... a panach~ and 
• second C"~"'I or a Ii ... '''~~. as wdl ali hi,; hann~r lind 1ih ;~ l d, 
belir;ng hi,. ann s, 0 .. , Ihr ... lions 1iah l ~, T h " armS or . h ~ 
pnne~ .. ~u Waldbu.'1I I ... d oris inaUy be~n A"un:, lhr ... pi .. t 
eonH or, .. nd lhis i" p .. obably the on! i .. orl he ""eond ern., 





<.:on1l110n prac tice for man y knigh ts to usc a c res t 
which was in no way link(:d with their arms. 

.\1'01 1'1 from R ichard I , \\ ho is shown w('aring a 
fa n-dl:l ped crest o n his Great Seal of 119.h no 
Eng[i sh monarch wore a crest un til Edwa rd 1[ [, 
1\ ho 1\ ore a I iOIl on a c lta pl'a Ll. Fi.~ 9.9. He also had 
a 'pnsonal' crest ora n ('>aglr. T he crest ofl-' en ry V 
in \\'I'stminster Abbe)' is an uncrow ned [io n 011 a 
chalX'a u, I'i~f{ 100, the [ioll being passant : that of 
Richard [[ is an uncrowned [ion , pOIssa nt g ua rd
a nt , Fi,f{ 101. All other En g[ish kings have used a 
crowned lion, passa nt ).( uanlant , as in Fj,t: 99. In 
'['uclul' tinws a crow n was substilllted ror th(' 
chapcau , and this ha s bl'('11 the Engl ish roya l 
crest ever sin('e . All 0111('1' mcmbers or the roya l 
f:'l mil )' in Eng land also bure a lion cres t , \\ ilh the 
sin~1c exception of Thomas, Earl of Lancasler, 
I\ho \\01'1' a wy\'(' rt1 , "i')!. /02 , firf(l 13'17, 'r h is, 
comhined with Edw:lrd Ill' s personal crest , is 
inl('rt·~t in !-\, in Ih;1I amongsl Engli sh ch iva lr y in 
p;li'lin llar il is knO\\ n Ihal Ih(' cr('s t was con
~iden'd a pl'rsonalnlthl'r Ib:OI a IWf('dilary d evice. 
and lIas Ihcrefore suhj( 'c t 10 change, dint'renl 
llWIllIJl' I'S of the sa me famil y normall y using dif
t;"n:nt neslS. 

CI'I''i\S \\('1'(' 11'01'11 prim:lrily a t llle tou rnam ent , 
or olltl'r page;ll1l~ ; lI1tl parades, and by th e I,ph 
{'(' !lILlr), \H'I'e not (k'iiglwd lo r th e balll efil'id. I I is 
bl'lic\('(1 thai hy thisda ll' thl' 'Iruc' c rest ma y ha\'c 
IX('II ,I mark of spc('LII dig nit y, possibl y onl y 
,l\\;,rded 10 persons of rank and en tilling th elll to 
(:t h · part ill tuUrtlarl'lt' 11 1S. Cc rt ainl y in t ltl ' 15th 
{'I'llInry I he itSI' ofn('sts was al mmt en I i I'd Y Ii 11 kl:d 
In lOurnam('nt ~, and as the armour and equ ip
tnl'nt h.ld b} thi~ date bl'COllll' so l'iaboralc and 
cO!:tly, onl y Ih e we;,l! It} could a rrord 10 pa 1'1 ici pa It', 
The juu ~t i !lg scor('-sluTl s kept b y the Engl ish 
heralds oflhe li llll' \'Imfi n n this, Ih e n;,me~ of the 
~a lIle l11 en rtTul,\, i ng' I i nil' a licr t i mc. T h is si ttl;, tion 
had probably ('xi~ted ~i ncc Ihe late '4t h cen tury. 
T h(' (']allO!';,I(' a nd flami )()) anl cr('sts worn by 
I..ni).:h ts lor Ihe to urnament 11'('1'1' there-fore 
11t'I,lldic stalUS !'>} mllols wlliell indka ted both 
Ihat tltt' \\l';u'('r was oflOurnamcnt rank and that 
It" l'Ollld aflurd 10 partici pa tl'! T hi s txpl a in ~ why 
'01'1'1\ of tiw I('sscr ge ll t ry in Ellgland Itad Cl'ests 
Ix'lor{' I S:lO, a!ld il is mai 111)' as crests Iha I t lt e 1110re 
fabu lous and chi mericn l ('I'('alurcs or hl'raldry 
appe:ll'. 

I n Cermany a nd tIll' Low Cou ntries c rests W, ' I'\ ' 

J't'ga rded by Ihe hna ld s as being of g real impor
lalle(' from all early dale certainly b y tilt' ('arl) 

131h ('(' !ltury ) and the crests used in these countries 
in the 141h and 15th c('lllUries we re also dir('ctl ), 
linked 10 th e tou rn a ment a ncl \V('reofi en ex t remel y 
tall ami fillleiful as a result . See Fi,1{s .95, 103 a nd 
104'- 103 Ixing the cres t of the lord of Bad ell
\\'ei lcr in Baden, and '04 o flhe knigh t f\cschaelt . 

C rest;'; \\'('re seldom used in Fran ce, I taly, 
Spain and Portugal, a nd in Spain eS[>l'ci;111 ) 
exampks of crests aI'(' a lmost u nknow n evell 
a mongst thc greatl'~t f: ltnilies. A rare exam pk of 
all Italia tl ('fest is giv(' n in Fi,tt 105, thai of M as lino 
II d il'd 135 1) of l he della Senla famil )', from the 
tomb in Verona. Examples or Fr('nch CH'sts art 
also ralT, and those whid l do sUrviv(' usuall y 
belon g 10 tltt, high('s t in the la nd, for ('xampk 
Fi,S: 106, cresl of Ihe King of Fra nce in thl' I ,ph 
cen lury; Fi,f{ 107, t ha t or thc Duc d e Uourgogm' 
firm 1295: Fig 108. titat of Philip I V , K illg of 

Frann' 12MS 1314; all(l Fil: 109, tile- Cft'St of 
Ikrtr;,nd dll Guesclin. (St,{, also Fi,f? 93, Ihe crest 
of the Com t(' d ,' :-.iamlJl' firm 1295, ) 

I II ['oland all no bk s 11'01'(: th(' sa m(' ty pe ot'n\'st, 
t hree OSl ri eh rea thers. irrespec t ive o f ra m ily arms. 

The Scarf 
Thl' SCl rf or fo"lois~ wns a pit,(,(, of doth , possi hl ~ 

originating from a [ady's favo u r 01' in imi tation 
or the lurba n , which prl'sumahly had some 
prac ti cal purpose, such a~ protccti oll from the 
wea ther, a lt houg h it is ha rd to see ('xaclly what its 
valu(' wou ld haw I){:en. I llust rations of the scarf 
show it to have bec n of vario us le ngths scc l'i~J 

.94 and 102), some times rl'aching o nly 10 Ih(' 
neck , other limes capable of rc:teh in g halfw<l ) 
down the bad. In su me examples it is fa stened to 
the top of th e helmet , in Olh crs it emerges from 
benea th the edge nl the n'M or tlte hel met. 

Although I he sca rf is belin'('d to ha \'t' origi nat ed 
during the crusades pe r iod , il docs 110t appear 
frequent ly in illustrations tlillil the ea rl y 14th 
century, and il was replan'd soo n ali er th is datl ' b) 
th e 11'1'1';1111 an cl man tli ng (\t<sC'l' ibl'd ove r . 

s~ bod)' o r lUI ror id~OlifiUl ion'; nOI~ d etail", (86) 81u~ 
r~ath~r!l. (87) P~acock'" re,,,hen, (93) A scm i: or!!otd hu." " on 
I.he m a nllin!!, (~ P",acock' " re.lh~ni , (9 7) Gold hair, crown 
a nd ' h orn"', with red !!own a" manti.;n!!. 
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Ii. horlie . rmo ur, koowo u .he Bur8undi .. n b.rd, probably 
f1 rmi .. h ,ci ...... ' 5 '0. This bard ill hu ,,,; I,. ..... bo ........ w;.h .he 
embl .. ... ~ of .he Ordc: .. of. I .. , Cold" n fl eece .... d re OeclM the 

The Wreath 
Thl' \\ 1'1';1111 <kwlop('d lromth(, scarfand app('arcd 
h~ lilt' mid- I ph 1'·InUI'). Unlik e Ih e scarf, \\ hi('h 
h;ld M'rn·d .\ lIseful pllrpo~c, the wreath \\',,, 
purd y 01'11:1111(·nlal. I I was made or,wu skl'illS of 
silk 01' fl th .. r malerial. ill thl' tilll'lllrl'S orlhl' field 
ami prilli.:ipal c ha rge of Ih .. \\ "an'r's arms, 1\\ i<; lcd 
tog"tht'r 10 1<)fIn a ring. Th t (f(,SI wa s lan 'd or 
bo lted \0 Iht' "1'11111'1 ,11Iri 1111 ' \\rl'alh was attached 
Iu till' b.l ~ t , of the ('r .. ~ 1 II) cOlln'al Ihis joinl, Ex
;tlnplt·s or t hl' \\ n'" t h a ppe;. r i 11 Figs 107 :t nd 109, 

,\ rap or fhapt':tu. a n a llt 'k lll cap of dignilY 
\\(lm by dll"l"~ :lnd mack of sca rlet fur wil h ;t 
wrn-up ornminl', \\,. ~ \\01'1 1 in·;!ead ofa w realh 
U\ Ihl" hil;h r, ll1king .whl,·\ . It i ~ illuSIr: lI, 'd ill the 
.... , ·~ I S ot IIw king~ uf EII ,~lallCl. Fi/!/ .9.9 , 100 and 

e ..... .,..8 .... f.~hion of h .. "in8 coal ll of armll .. n grav.,.t .. nd 
gi ld.,.t on . rmour a f ... r juponM had g one o ul offa"hion, 

101. Aftl'r 111(: reign of Edward III a ('orOI1('1 "a~ 

\\01'11 by dllk.:s, p rin ("c5i and the king. 
In a few examples a w!'('alh is used as a 'crest', 

or crest-wreat h, as Fig 110, 111011 of Lord \ \'il
loug-Itby d'Ercsby, ]'I,09, Sec al so tit .: clustt: r or 
feathers held by a brooch on Ih.' helml"t or Sir 
Thomas d.: St Quinlin , j .j.g 92. 

Mantling 
The mantling was merel y a larger vl'rsion of Ihe 
scarf, originally designed to protec t t it .. 111'11111'1 
and iL~ W('al'l'r from the cleme nt s, I t wa s m ainly 

a rorm "fdc('ora tion , 1I0\\I'\'t'l', a11<\ was probabl y 
onl y lI~('(1 fo r the tournament. 'I' ll<' mantling "as 
in the principal colour of the wearer's arms. ils 
IImit-rside t l1l' colou r oftlH' pt'incipa l melal o r rUI' , 



It \\'as sometimes c\(-rorated with charges /i'o m the 
arms, or thl' wt'arcr's badge. For l'xample, John 
D'.\ubynge, ci'-( (I [345, had a semi, ofmullcts on 
his mantling (Filt III ) ; C <"oT'ge, DukeofClare nce, 
a sellli- of tile wlli It: ros('s ofY ork ; Hell ry B Oll rchicr, 
Earl of Essex di('(1 [ '185 ' billety, with th(" linin~ 
ha\'i ng a ~l' m(' ofwaler budge ts, I II some cases the 
Tnatl'rial of tile nest, especiall y if that material 
was a textile or I(-'athe rs, wa s continued down
wards 10 lonn the mantling , as ill th e crests of the 
G('flllan knights Bacll'nweiler IFig 103). Chur 
Fi,t: 11 2 , I-l I'\' lkr Fig 113 • and in Sir Simon de 

Fdbrigge\ nrnin(' panaeht, (Fig 90) , TIlt' black 
boa r\ hcad crt'st of Sir R,dph Ikl.~se l (I.j'g 114 ) 
al~o ('ontinul's inlO a ~ablt manlling . 

Horse 1inppers 
\\"hilt a II hors(" t ra ppers. or (";1 pa ri so lls, a [T d i viekel 
into two hal\'('~ wbich n1("('\ at Ih t, saddle , they 
ditli·!' in thl' forwOlrd half: SOllll~ co mplet ely cove r
ing the horse's hcad, others l'nding behi nd it s 
('an, :llld ~t ill li t l1("["s t'lid i ng a t t h l' shou Idcrs t 0 le:1 \.(' 
lIl'ck :tlld ht':ld !i·ce. 1[1 till: t'ad y t'xamplt·s tht' 
lrappers an' of cloth. full and loose, and reach 
10 thl' 1i:· t1()('ks: sonw ofth c~f' h;]ve a da,l!;,I!;t'd edg"t , 
thou).{h thi~ is 1101 ('om mOil. 

By th\" mid-15th cl' lltury the trapper had begun 
to Ill' inilut'Il('l'd hy the gen('ral incr('a~(' in the use 
of plait' armuur, but becnlst' lin: cost alld weight 
of~ lI ("h armour wa~ prohihitivt" katht'r armour 
II (l~ ('om mOil I )" lI~t'd lor horst'S. T h is was pa i 11 tt'd 
wit h Ihl' rid l' r '.~ :Inns in the sam(' way :I S the now 
purd) ornamental cloth trapper. T he g reat lords 
who did use pl :I\!' on their horses li)r the tourna 
ment eOI't' rt'd 11ll'~t' ba rd s wi 111 r ich I y em broidl"l't'd 
clot h trappt-'I"s, senm,:d in place by laces . 

The basi l' col o ur of a capari son was 1I0rmall y 
the prifl('ipaltillclUre of the rider' s arms, with the 
principal (" harge o r cha rges repeated on each side 
of ~'ach half of the t rapper. Livny colours wcre 
sO!lwt iml's used inSlt'ad of till' tincturt 's or till' 
and .l-( I"l't' li vl'l\·!·I. !'ll1hroidl"l"t'd with gold!'ll ~walls 
had 110 t'Ollllceliuli a[ all willI th e rider's arms 
pa rtlt'u1:trl y ill German y. I t is interesting \u nott ' 
in thi ~ l'()l1ll' xt lhal whl'n Ihe Duke of Hereford 
lallT Ht:llry IV, rud e to fi g]ll a dud l a d uel 

~toPI)t'd h~ Ri chard 11 with Iht' DlIkcofNorfulk 

Il eal' Covell try, hi s horse \\"o rc a trapper of blue 
and grcen velvet. emb roide red with goldell swails 
and antelopes, ,md thai whell Henry V's bod y 
was returned to l~nglalld ;]fter hi s death in Frann', 
the horses conveying thc body wore t rappt:rs of 
hlll(' and green vel vct , e mbroide red wi th ante
lopes. 

The aClual eksigns on tr"PI)('rs needs a little 
dMilicatiOIl . A knig ht b(,aring, lo r example, 
Guics, three water budge ts argent (the arms of 
William. Lord Ros, lemp. Edw:1 rd I ) would 
probably have a r('d trapper \\"ith Ihrec white 
watt:r budgets 011 eaeh sid e of th c rear half. and 
thrcc more \vatc!" budgets on each side ofthl' front 
half. I-I owe\'cr, he mi ghl chOOSt' \0 US(' only OIlC 

water budget on eaeil sid cofea ch half, or tocmploy 
his cntire coal ofa rills on a shicld a s a device. thai 
shield bl:ing perhaps repeated three tinws on each 
side- 0/"('<11'11 half ofth c tr"pper , or as a Sill gk de
viet' on ('ach side of c;]ch half: 

The!"e is also t h(' probkm of which side i~ d('xtl'l", 
which sini sh· r , when applied 10 11[(' twO sides ora 
horsc. Fl"Om the examples sludied it would sct'm 
that the horse'~ head was regarded as bein g: on the 
d ex ter side: alld therdure o n th e left-hand side , 
or shielded side as we view it, the trap per hore the 
arms eX:le tly as th cy appearcd on the shield. On 
the otht:r side of th e tra p per, Ihe charges of th c 
coat of arms wtTe rcverscd , so that the )' still f;]ced 
I()w:trd~ IIII' horse' s ll(':tti. A ~ tlld y of the pho to
graph of Sir GcoA·rry Lu tncll mounted , on 
page 2 [. shoul d m;]kc thi s point clcar, fo r in 
this example the r ig ht-hand sick of Ihe horse is 
shown and Sir Geon·rey's trapper. (Test rInd 
aiit-tlt's all bear the cha rges of hi .~ a rms rt·ve rs('d. 

The Plates 
II : Derll/all kn igh l ( milllifsallger), earL)1 I-/Ih rflll ll ry 

T his lig ure is taken from the 1~lmous ~ I anesse 

Codcx at Heidel1wrg, co mpilt-d a t tIll' beginning 
of the 14th ctnl u ry, T he milil/tsl/I/ger w;]s th e 
approximate' equivalent of tile Fn 'll('11 l rollluu/ollr 

ami usuall y came from tht' lowe r nohilit y. In this 
ex;] mple he <lnd hi s horse ;II'C dec ked ill tlie full 
panoply of a medieval kniKIH: hors(, lrappt'r, 
stJrcont , tTesl, la ncl" bannf'f, and shield bearing 
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his ('oat of arms, It \\Ia~ normal practice for the 
~lI rco;ct, ITl'''' ,cnd trapper to b(' either in the 
colours of till' arms or to bear thc cllarg('s show n 
on those ann~, bllt, as may bl' see ll ii'o m thi s illw;· 
Iration. this W;l~ by no llH'ans a hard and fas t ruk. 
Thc s) l11bol OIL thc surcoat is I)t:licvcd to hl' a 
st~lizcd lcttc'r ':\', lor . / 1II0f, and ill the original 
manuscript thi s milllll' j{lI1.l!tr i.~ shown n'eelvlllg 
his lIr1m from til(' lady he is wooing. 

IJ, : l 'hirh N /fl I ./fhms/I'III, dud '275 
.\ s in thl' prl'Ct'ding plat{'. this figure is taken from 
Iht' :\lall<.'SSl' Cvdex , Ulridl von i.irll('lISlcin was a 
St}ri.cn poet who di('d rtrw 1275, hut the armour 
and crest he wears arl'lypical ofthosl' worn hy the 
Il"sl'r Gcrman knights in th(' fi rst halfoflhe [,ph 
ccn tur~, Il is surcoat is IItireiated 10 hi s arms, hUI 
does hear his coal of arlm on a shield . His horse 
trapl>( 'r \Ias oft l\{' sam e ).{I't't'n mat erial and bort, 
tlm'(' shields with hi s anns on each side ufthe front 
and rcar haln·s. 

Buth this <lnd the figul't: in Pl atC' :\ <Ire dn'ssl'd 
as it fill' the tourney, and von L ichl'l l ~tl'ili is in l;cCl 
armed with " tolinI('} lance \\ilh thrcc-pointl'd 
ummel 111';(11 . 

IJ ;!: /lolI('lIIiall ~lIi.f!.hl. U(Qud half IU '4'h fl'1I11I~)' 
Ih this dale tht' dos('-filling j upon had rf'pinc{'d 
tilt .. ureoat. L' nlike till' ~ lIITO:lt, thf' jupon rarely 
burl' the \1'C'a rer's arms except in England ) and 
in this examp1l' tht' knight i~ ponray,'d with o nl y a 
sh ield Ix-arinl{ .Inns oftl1l' Holy Roman Empir(' 
and holdiT1~ .1 lamT \Iith a pennon I)('arill .~ tILl' 
Hunga rian roluurs. Thl' figurl' is bas('d on an illu
stration in <I Bohemian rhess book of [350 1400. 

/1.1: (.'OUII/ Fmlmr~ ['011 0/11. '4'5 
Ba~\'d 011 a eOlll t'mpor;Lry illustratiun \\ hieh shows 
thl' ('QUill ollt ~itlC' the \I' all~ of Cuuta ncf's on 20 
:\lan·h 1..J [5. w<litingwjol1st with Duke Frederick 
ol ,\ustria. H i~ jnusting shield beap; the a rmsofthe 
\011 eilli family ami til .. (Tes t is the o nt' us('d Ily 
all nwml)('r~ olthat 1;1Il1il) . His trappn w:l s ofthe 

Sft! body uf I .... ' rur id.,nl ificllliun>ji nUl., d.,l a ib, (".13) Gold 
lIair .. nel c h.,vru ... red !!uwn .. nd m .. nllin,!!;. ( '0,,1 Whi, .. fi ... h 
.. ;Ih r...t !! ill". ( 106) Gold ft., ,,r-d.,.l y,, .. nd crown, blu., m .. nll_ 
ill!!. (' 07) Gold 1I., ,,......t.,.ly". b lu., n. a nllin!! .,dg .. d r.,d, upp.,r 
Wfta,h bl"., and y .. Uuw, lowr:r wr., .. d. r.,d a nd whi, ." ( l og) 
WM,., ngl.,. y., l1ow btl ..... red ,onp'''' wrea,h of bl .. c" .. nd 
",hi • .,. 

same colour as hi s helmet mantl ing, and ('aeh half 
bon' 011 e<leh side a shield dispinying hi s arms. 

C,: ,I/{lllIieu de M Olllmort/If)', 1360 
This illustration of thc Chevalier :\'Iathicu dl' 
:\ Iontmorcm:y is based 011 the effigy o n his tomb 
at 'l'avergny in France. The rl' is no herald ry on 
[he jupon and he wo uld have bee n ide n tified in 
ballk solel y by his shield and lance pennon. ~o 
helme t is shown on the tomb effigy, but it would 
probably have becn of the ge neral type shown on 
Plat(· 1)3. :,\Iot(' the diffe1'('"l1ce of a tit rcc·point(·d 
labd o\'er tile <Inns. indicating Ihi s panicl1lar 
wa .Tlor was a eadet of the great :\!ontmoH'ncy 
ramil y. 

C:.!: IJrr/ralul till (;/fueli", (lil'(/'380 
One of France's gn:a test milit:lry leaders during 
tht' Hu ndred Ye<lrs \Var , elu Cut'sdin was made 
Con~ tablc ofFran("(" in Oc tober 1370, thu s plac ing 
eV{,1l tht' royal prince'S ullder his co mmand, In 
the ('ontemporary print upon which thi s ill ustra
tion is uased, elu Gllesc1in (';,rrie5 a shicid bearing 
a lion and \Iith the <lrTlU of France (modern ) in 
chid: but \I'{' ha\,l' shown his personal arms. I t is 
worth pointing out Ihat his arms a rc not repeated 
OIL his jupon, nor dOl's he wc;\ r an c laboralt' crest. 

H is tourney crest is shO\\ n in Fig 109. ) Likc tht' 
figun'" shown in 132 a nd C I , d II C ucsc li n is d ress('d 
for hallie: it \",a5 o nly a t th(' tournament th at 
ela bo rat e jllPUIlS, crests and t rappers we re used. 

C3: J I'IIII de Criql!V, rirell '440 
j ean , Seigneur de Crcquy, was ambassador to 
Spain and Franec fo r the Duke of Bu rg und y <lnd is 
shu\\ 11 llerc d ressed for t h{' 1()Urney with claborn t£' 
cre'>t and t;lharcl . The charge on h is arms is a 
styli zed wild ehcrry trec, in Frenc h criqllier, a nd 
bis arms arc therefore of lh c type known as canting 
arms. j (·an dc Crcquy was a knig ht oflhc Order of 
the Golden Fleecc (instit uted in 1429 by Philip 
the Guod, Dukt.: of Burgull d y) and thi s illu stra
tiun i ~ based o n <1n original in the 15th-century 
Amll/rw! oj //it Aiu'glt/s of fhe Golt/ttl Fleece. Il is 
ifll lwr j acqul's de C rcqllY was takcn prisonc r and 
pu t 10 death at the battle uf Agincolll"l. 

D I :J ohll Pftlllllll~,."el. Hart oj COrl/wall, 1316-36 
j ohn Plantagenc t bears the arms of England dil:' 



A hone a rmour m a d., fo r 0110 n.,;nrich, eoUnI POl lOI lin., of 
Ih., Rhin." bc:!w.,.,n ' ;32- )6. The: a rm" ofl h., Palalin," ., and 
6a .... rla a ppI'Ilr on ,h., r"ar half of' h., bard a nd arc: .... pc:au,d 
on .. " n.a ll s hi.,k! on Ih., fronl o flh., c ha nfron. T h., lionapp.,ar" 
"s"in a' , h., " id., of,h., h~ad, w hil .. ,h .. , inCI"rK oflh~ arn . .. of 
,h., P"lo .. ;n., ., lOr., .,mployM un ,h., oord.,r oflh., ha rd. 

Icrl'llccd \\ith a bordure of France a co mbina
tion of the arlllS or hi s father , Edward II , and 
mothl'r, Queen IS<loc l of France. He wa~ created 
E.arl of Cornwall ill 13'28, was r(,gent lo r E.dward 
III whi le Ihat king was in Frann' ( '3'29- 3 1 amI 
commanded the I~ rl glish arm y in Scot land. H is 



arms 011' " n 'pl'a h' d on hi ~ cyclas, T his fig ure IS 
ba~('d on the !"fligy in Westminstcr :\bb{'y, 

/)2: ,~ Ir OIIlN IYIII,l!JllIm , di~d ' 3U 
Sir Olin'!" had a distinguished can'e!" i II th c I'cig ns 
of F.d \1 "rd II ,llld Edll ard [ II , and" as Sene-sehal 
of:\quilaine in 1325 26 and 1333 43, H e gained 
a c\ecisiw' \'ktor )" over tht' Fn 'nch at Bordeaux 
ill 13 10. TIlt· ca rl }' anns of the Ingham Ihlllil}' 
appear to han' had a whil\' fid d illld th e part }' 

field shOll II hen' Ila~ probabl y de riwd li'orn the 
arms ofUigod , Ea rl ~ ol":"oriolk , wllt' rt' Ih l' l ligham 
lands Ia }, Thl' illustralion is ha~t'{1 Oil th e effigy in 
In~h :un Church. thoug h the anm on the cyclas 
are ,ilk I' Stoth,lnl 1811 , The hclnwt with crcst 
at lil t, IW, ld of lilt, monumenl is 11011 nHlIitaled 
1Jt' ~ ond n ',·oJ.:" nilion , hut J ohn \\""'1',,1', writing 
ill [6 [3, ~ t,lIl'd Ihal th e crest wa~ all 011'1 on a 
thorn bllsh. 

/)3-" Sir IIlIp,It (.'(/It'~/~ I " dil'{l 1393 
Sir 1-I1I~ 1I lIa s OIlt ' ofthl' most ramous captains of' 
III(' 1'1'('(' compa ni es in the H undred Years \Var. 
He ,erv ed in Spain Ilith Ht'llfy ofTrastamarr in 
[366, ,lI1d I.llt"- j Oilll'd tllf' arm y of III(' Black 
Print't', I i<- lIas a ppuintl' d depul y of Calai s ill 
1377,' IIHI in [3&) took part in III(' II IlSlI(T,'ssfu I ex
pr ditioll In Fr.ltlCl' led hy III,' Duke orGloLll.T~ t l'r, 

lie \I as gO\'{'rTlor of I hl' C ha lind I sit'S, I 376 88, 
l le i ~ ~ho\1 II in a jupol1 bl'arillg his can t ing 

, II'III~ ,111d \II ',lring- hi~ tOUrTlcy helm "i th nt'St ofa 
t· .d f'~ heac!. TIlt" arms art' all ('arl y n:.amplt in 
English IIt 'l':dd r) of the liSt' of 1\10 ditlicn:ntl}' 
coloul'('d chargt-s Oil OIl(' fid (\. Thi s illustrali o n 
is hast'c\ 011 tht, t'ffigy in BUllbury Church , Chc
~ hil'('. 

1:',: 'I hlll/l(/\ Nf(IIIr/W J/I/J, Harl oj II 'am'irk , '345 
I If) I 

' l ' I HHn a~ Bt'.ludlam]l \Ias a Ilarrio!' and military 
I{OI"I'IlO1' IhnHlgllOlI1 th t' r(' ig n of Edward II I , 
hU I in the li.l ll O\l1l1g f('ign Iw joint'd lariolls plots 
,11{'Li lll, ' [I l" kill t.( ,Lnd lIa s imp!'i ~on ('d in I hl' '1'0\\ er, 
II I' 11,1'1 I'I 'II', L'I '{( ,Iml had hi s honoLlrs 1','s lol'l'd Oil 
t ltl' anl',~ion or II (' nry I \' , Il i ~j upon hears th e 
,Ll'l1h 01 lilt ' BI',LlIch,Lrnps, \Ihile IITt ' plait's al hi s 
t' lhOlI ~, OIL tht' ~ word-I)t'lt and scahhard an' 
d l'('O)';11 I'd II i I Ii lilt' r: l l{ ~f'd sl a n' II:ldg'(' on" a rwick. 
O Ili er bl ' Ill\,hl" 01" till' I ;unit~ LI ~ l'{1 tIll ' ~anlC' 

('ol ours but replaced Ihe crosses cross let wi lh 
dint 'rent charges. T he fig ure is hasnl OIl tht' 
brass at St ~Iary's Church, W a rwick. 

£2: Sir J ohll Sf!)', '420 78 
Sir J ohn was pro babl y a son or.John Sayor Poding
ton in Ikdlordshire, and possibly a kinsman of' 
Lord Say(' and St.'It-. Although h rought li p a 
Lan caslrian , he became a Yorkist in 1'160 alld on 
h is lomh hrass wears round his neck a Yorkisl 
coll ar of alterna te suns and roses, H e W:I -; iL pro
minent fi g un' in Parliament iLnd was kni ),;: hlet\ in 
1 ... 6 5 , H is taba rd I)\ ';II'S h is arms, which are re
peal ed on t,':Ic ll slt-evc. The figure is based on a 

brass mack' during his lir(,tinw ill 1 173 and 
whi ch i ~ ill nm xbouL'Ile Church , Ii ntforcl shirt'. 

I~'J: Sir 1~'dll/lIl/fl dr ThO/IJt, dinl '" I II ( ?) 
Sir Ed tnund was a prominent soldie r i Il l he wars or 
Henry V, :md is Ilt'tit'wd 10 ha vc been killed alllw 
siq.{c' ofl.oul·itTS in I 118, I-l isjupon bl'ars the a rms 
of Thorpe (Azu re, three cresnnls a rgell l quar
t(' rcd wilh Ihos/,.' or h is mother, dau),;:hl('1' and 
heiress of RoiJ('I't Ba ynard Sable, a fe55 hct\I'('.'1l 
IWO {' h(,\lrons o r ' , He is shown wearing lIis tour
ne y htimtOI I\ith nt'St , t h i ~ and other information 
shO\l1l hne l)l'i ng taken li'om hi s elligy ill Ash
wclilhorpe ChUITtl , Norfolk. 

1-'1: Roherl de .I1f1l11illCS , died 1.13 1 
Rubel'l <It' i\iamincs was a leading Flemish 
sold ie r IlllO follo\\t 'd .J ean 'SailS Peul" , fathe r of 
Philip 1[1. li e \\as killed at I. i<" ge in 143 1. li e 
aplx'ars Iwl'(' atlil't ,ci ror tlw IOU nil' } , in bla zolled 
tabard and hig hly d ceorative ('I' l'slt'd hl'lml't , a~ 

i 1111 ~ t fa It'd il1 t he A rmorifll if Ilu JI'lI i,e, lih lif Iii, (,'01d~ 1I 

Fluct. I-I e was (Teatl'd it kni ght of th is Order in 
['130 at Ih(' sil'ge of ~ l dun . 

1-'2: }arfl/Jo til'! Cf/1'f1l1i , dinl'384 
Based on an dligy in !:is Giovanni (' Paolo, Ve nice, 
this is anothl'r l'xample of {"L1Ilin,!,; arms. :\'ote 
the knig ht 's al'IllS do not appea l' 011 hi!i jupon , 

1-'3: l A/I'd 11 (;'II IIII! )'J~, firsl Iwlj q{ ' 51h ct'flll/ ~I' 
This FI\'millh knight is thu s portra Yl'd ill the 
1:1.1ll011S 15t II -tTll l ll ry I.il'rt do 7 01/1 flois. Tilt' SoL me 
manuscript ~ ho\\'s thi s lord 's 1t('I'ald, \\'l'arill .l-: a 
tabard bell ri ng- hi ~ lord' s arms, and hi s trump\'!t'r, 



\,hosl' Iru mpe l has ;l banner Iwarin g Ihl' sam e 
arms, The Ihmily name i ~ a l<;o spell Groolhu ys and 
Grulhus(' in conll'mporary sources, and in Ihe 
,J r",onal rif Iltl h/II,l!.ltls (!lIlt, GoldIn Fluet compi led 
bl't\HTIi Lf30 and 1110 is li slcd a i\ lonsicur dl' 
GnllUSSt', \\·ho bea rs Ihes(' sa ml' arms bU I wilh 
thl' quarters r('\'ersl,d, A G rulh usl' served in Ilw 
.ifill} "rlhl' Dukt, or Burgund y in 14 17, 

(; ,: I~'n.s:"s" lurald, first Iwlj oj 161h u n/III)' 
Thi~ fi gul'(' is take n !i'om a paradc o f Engli sh 
oflil't'rs of arms, illu stralt,d in a tournl' Y hook o f 
th(' tirnl' of 11l'1Ir), V I) J, ' I'llt' pursuiv<lnt s had a 
simila r tah:wd but \\ ore il askew , that is wi lh 111(' 

short ,L l' m pands OH '" l'hC'sl and hark, and the 
longer patU'l<; on' r thl'ir arlllS. 

(;2: S/'flIli~h hUIlld, fUrti 1420 
T he Sicily ht'rald illust ra led )U'I'(' served Ih l' ki ng 
01' ,\ 1':11,:011,10 \\'110111 Sicil y tlicli belongt'd , arou nd 
II ~O . Il l' \\ears Ihe a rms of Sici ly and Aragon. 
Thi" pa rticular hnald , .J l'an Courll'oi s, was 
rC"lx)IIsibll' fur till' most aUlhoril ali v(' \\'r; llel1 
rel'ord of Ill!' right~ and d Uli es of a hl'rald , 

A Gern" ... "IIII~ for a lig hl h<lrti"'m .. .., ei .. e" . >t 9O, pllinu,d 
w;lb h"' ..... ldic ch .. .. gn, In .he ea rly dayll o f h eraldry 'cre!'".' 
we", of len p ainled Oft h elmeu before Ih., Ir<le C"'Sl d e"", I. 
opnl : Ihi~ .,,, .. ,,,pl .. ,," <lgtle,",," 'c rl' ~"" for Ihe low.,r nohi lil y 
"".,' h .. o·., come rull drde by Ihe ta.., ' 5 •. h e .,n.ury, 

("0) Lord Willoullhby D 'Er u b y, ( , " ) J ohn D ' Aubynge, 
( • • 2) , ... h -century Cerm .... knig hl n .. med Chur : redje~.er'. 
cap wi.h gold ed g e ..... d w h ;le bal),., ( " 1) l>t -cenlury Cer .... n 
knighl na med H eytle r : red edl!\ ing: . o m a nlling, red be ... a n d 
e mb .. tlled upper hilllo 5pi nal crest, (11 4,\ S ir R a lph B .. ..,. , 
K nill h. or.n.. Garter . Jfi8~ : g old l u""'.and cor on ... . ( •• s) de 
M on l .. cUle, Earls of Sali . bury, '337- 044, '397 '>tOO : go ld 
fpi fTm a nd coro n el , (1.6) Humphrey, Earl o f S ta fford, Knigb. 
of l h e Carter , ' 429 : white lI'Wan, red bea k , ~old corone', ("7) 
The Burg r .. "e <If Nure mburg: the ma.n!."ng 'W". I.r<lhllhly 
black , ( . , 8 ) '4Ih-cenl1. ry knig h l fro m Bas le n " lDe d Sc h .. ler: 
whi te lo .... nu On red, ( . ' 9 ) Nich o l .. . de Boru",le, ' 5Ih-ccntu ry 
F....,n ch knighl , ( . 20) Charle., Com.e d ", Valois, ci .. e" ' 1195-
(12' ) '4th-cen.u..,. German knig h. n~ .. n ed Brebla, I!:.--a 
peacock '. fealhe rs 'Wi.h red eyeti on ye llow, yello'W b ack
gr o und to ",as I",. w h ile c rescenl , red m a nl ling edged yellow, 

G'j : Nra lldellbllr.t: /mfsllimllll , 151h fl'1llll~)' 
GITlllan pursui vanlS wore Ih eir tabards in lltt' 
same I:.shion as till' hera lds, The one illu ~ lral cd 

hefe was pUfSuivan l oflhe Elector Frederick I I of 
Hra ndl'nbllrg ( 141371 ), H is onidal li tl e \\as 
Bll f,e,g r(!l , beca use his masIer, as a J-I ohcnzull ' 'T'lI , 
was al so the bllr,J!,f(//'t of Nure tllhurg, 

N .' J UIII til D il/Oll , dil(! 1,,8 f or 1482 
.J ean de Dillun was lhl' king or Franer's rep
res('nla ti vc in Arras, and this portrait of him is 
based on a mifll6Jll llr tapeslry made there , probably 
in [477. Not!' Ihat by this 1;)1<: dale th e knigh l dot'S 
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not \\I'ar an} heraldic devi ces Oil hi s persall and , 
as shidds we re no long(,r carrit' d in battle, ht' 
could OIll } he idel1tified by his lal1C<' pennon o r 
ball ll (' r. TIHI ~ from flr((f 1450 at 1111' lalest the 
flag bt't:tll1e the ' soil' meallS of identif)' ing in
dividuallords Ull til t· fidd of baIt Ie, and the mili-

tary role of hera ldry had come to an end, \0 bt, 
superscdt.'d by th e ag:<' of the military flag. at I(';m 
until the rei ntroductio n of ht. ... aldi c sy mbol s in 
the form or formation signs in th e First World 
\Var. 



f 
" 

(: c rnmn knight (m inm:sallKc r ).<l"rly l 'Uh ce ntury 

, 

" "\ 

" , 
", ., 
" ~ 
" 

1 r ~ t-""':._~;~, ---_.,...._ 
~ 

I 

\ 
~ • 



l. Ulrich "on I. k h e n " te in . died 1271> 
2 . IJ.oh"m;'ln kniJ(hl. !l4!con~t hilt' uf 14th ~'entory 
3. <-'ount Frl'der ic k von CHI;' 14 I I> 
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I. .'I1"Ih ieu d .. Mommorf'n<'y. 1360 
2. U.'rln.nd du lOu ..... d;n . died ' :11010 
3. ·''''''n d .. ('r~"uy. rirra 14 .10 
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1. "hon>t"1 n ... /l. u ,· h/l.m l>. F;"rl or W"r ... ic k . la.I ~_ 1 401 
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I. Hober. de M llm inc~ . di .. d 143 1 
:.! . Jllro, ><> d"i <: .. .... Ili . dit. .... 13 S., 

:1. LOM orr.,u, h ny y., . tin" hll,ror 15 th CCniury 
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I . "; nlCliNh h~, rll id . ro n t halfof 16th c.;ntury 
:.! . Spltnish herald . ~;N'a 14:l0 
3 . Hrandenbu rlC p"rll ll i~· .. nt . 15 th c~n tu ry 
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