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II When the ataudanl or the Union is raisecl ana waves oYer mr 

head-the .tandanl which Wuhington planted on the ramparta 

or the Conatitution, God rorbid tbat I ahould inquire whom the 

people have commiuioned to IUlCurl it, and beer it ap; I only uk 

In what manner, u an hnmble individWll. I can best diaeharge mr 

daty in defending it." . DA!lIIIL WIUllTII&. 

"There are two thinp holr.-the lIag which represent. military 

honor. ana the law which represent. the national right." 

VJcroa HUGO. 
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OR 

SaUm in Defmtt 
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"Tbla .. a mlDlm which I haft reMlftd II)' hereditary tnldltlcm.1IOt only from my father, hilt 
alIo from my cranclf&ther &lid hi8 _to .... that, after what I owe to God, nothlq Iboald he mon 
dear or -.d than the love and r.pect I owe to m:r coantry." - DI:TBou • 

.. Land ofmy birth I thy ,lorIou It&n 
Float over Ibore &lid -. 

Made ucred b:r a thoaMad __ 
Tbey were not born to Ilea ; 

Oh may that II., lor eftr _ft 
Where dwell the patriot &lid the brave, 

'1'111 all the earth he free : 
Yet 1t\l1 the Ibrlne he here, III now, 
Where Ireem&n, plIarIm-Ut., Ib&Il bow." 

"Tbere Ia the natlonal ft.,1 He mut he cold. Indeed, who can loot upon ltalolda rlppllnc 
In the breaM wlthont prtde of conntry. 11 he he In II foreIp land, the II., I. companlonlblp, and 
coantry IteeII, with all Ita endaarmentll. Who, III he _ It, OlIn think of a State merely? WhOle 
e:re. 0DCe IMtened npoD Ita radiant trophl., can fall to recoplze the Imace of the whole natlon ? 
It hu been oaIled • a ftoatlnc piece of poetry; , and :ret I know not If It hllve any Intrlll8lo beanty 
beyond other eu\gn.. Ita h\cheIt beau.ty I. In what It e:rmbollaee. It I. beoaU118 It repreeenta all, 
thllt all .... lit It with dellcht and reverence. It \I a piece of bUDtlng lifted In the air ; bnt It 
apMb .ubllmely, and every put hili a voice. ltaltripee 01 altemllte red and white proclaim the 
ortctnal .. loa of thirteen Statee to maintain the DeclaratIon of Independence. Ita.ta .... white on 
a fteld olblu., proclaim that .. 1oa of Statee OODItltutinc oar national CODItellatlon which recelv. 
a new atar with every new State. Tbe two &ocether atcnll:r nnlon, p&at and preeent. The very 
ooIora haft a lancnace which wu otBc\alIy recoplHCI by oar fathera. White I. lor purity; red. 
lor Talor; blue,lor JoItlce; and all topther-hIIntinc. atrlpea, .tan, and 0010 .... blazing In the 
lkJ-mate the II&c of our country. to be cherlabed by all oar heartII, to be upheld b:r all oar 
1HIDda." - CIUBLU SUIIlfBB. 

II I haft _ the ctorlee 01 ut and arehltectnre. lind mountain and river; loft aeen the IUDI8t 
on Jnnpu, Uld the tall moon rIae over Mont Blanc; bllt the IaII'8III; TIaIon 011 which th_ ey. 
e9er looted wu the II&c 01 my couutry In a Iorelp land. Beautiful III II ftower to thOle who love 
It, terrible .. a meteor to thOle who hate, It Is the .ymbol of the power and ,lory, and the honor of 
Blty ml11Iou of AmerIcaDa." -68OBGB F. HoA.B. 11178. 

.. Up many II ~_II 
'l'hey charced. thOle boy. In blne; 

'MI(I HUrctll,lDIote &lid volleyerl ball, 
TIle brav .. t were the llrat to 1aI1,- • 

To rail lor me and )'On I 
Our brothera mut.ered by onr lid., 
TIley muehed lind loncht &lid nobly died 

For me &lid you I 
Good Mend, lor me and yoa." 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

IN preparing this book in its permanent form, the errors 
of the press and of fact inseparable from the first issue of 
80 novel and comprehensive a work have been corrected, 
much new matter has been added, and some of the original 
text discarded, in order 1'0 keep the book within reason­
able limits, while the general plan and arrangement is the 
same. The colored plates also have been rearranged and 
changed, and the wood engravings largely increased, while 
the maps and au1'ographies of national songs and docu­
ments are a new and distinct feature. 

The aim of the book is 1'0 perpetuate and intensify a love 
for our Union, through the flag which symbolizes it. The 
story of Our flag and of the Southern flags in the Civil War 
show graphically the madness of the time, and will, it is 
hoped, serve 1'0 render the crime of secession hideous, and 
afford a moral aid towards preventing a recurrence of such 
fratricide against the life of the nation. 

To my sensitive Southern friends who have objected to 
being called' traitors' and 'rebels' I would say, those words 
are not intended in an offensive sense; and I respectfully 
refer them 1'0 General Jackson's opinion of nullification, 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



n 

viii PREFACE. 

under his own hand, on page 854, and to the general 
dictionary definition: - TRAITOR. "One who violates his 
allegiance;" "one who takes anns and levies war against 
his country," &c. REBEL. "One who defies and seeks to 

overthrow the authority to which he is rightfully subject." 
I think, under these definitions, they must plead guilty 
to both counts. They were 'bad boys; who barred them­
selves out, but, having returned to their allegiance, all that 
is forgiven; and, having learned by experience, it is hoped 
they will never again raise a hand to subvert the majesty 

and authority of the Un!on. 
Although we are comparatively a new nation, our Stars 

and Stripes may to-day claim antiquity among national 
flags. They are older than the present flag of Great Britain, 

established in 1801; than the present flag of Spain, estab­
lished in 1785; than the French tricolor, decreed in 1794; 
than the existing flag of Portugal, established in 1880; than 
the flag of the Empire of Germany, which represents the 
sovereignty of fourteen distinct flags and States, established 
in 1870; than the Italian tricolor, established in 1848; the 
Swedish Norwegian ensign; the recent flags of the old 
empires of China and Japan; or the flags of all the South 
American States, which have very generally been modelled 

from ' Our Flag.' 
I wish to return my acknowledgments to many old 

friends for their continued interest in my work, who 
have given me much valuable aid and information; and 
I would also thank the Hon. A. R. SPOFFORD, Librarian 
of Congress, H. A. HOKES, LL.D., Librarian of the New 
York State Library, Hon. WILLIAK A. COURTENAY, Mayor of 
Charleston, S. C., Hon. JOHN F. H. CLAIBORNE, of Natchez, 
ex-Governor of Mississippi, Colonel J. P. NICHOLSON, of 
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Philadelphia, Miss D. L. DIX, of Washington, D. C., and 
the authors of our songs who have furnished autograph 
copies of them, with many others too numerous to name 
here, but whose favors have been credited elsewhere in the 
text. 

-~ 
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

PROUDBON, the French socialist, had a peculiar manner of 
proceeding in the composition of a work. 

"When an idea struck him, he would write it out at 
length, generally in the shape of a newspaper article; then 
he would put it in an envelope, and whenever a new idea 
occurred to him, or he obtained additional information, he 
would write it on a piece of paper, and add it to the enve­
lope. When a sufficient quantity of material was assembled, 
he would write an article for some review or magazine. 
This article he would place in a larger envelope, and add 
thoughts and information until, at last, the article became 
a book; and the day after the publication of his book, he 
would place it in a pasteboard box, and add thoughts 
and additional information as he came into possession of 
them." 

Very much in the same way have these memoirs grown 
to the size of this volume. More than twenty years since, 
their compiler became interested in tracing out the first 
display of Our Flag on foreign seas, and the notes he then 
gathered resulted in the preparation of an article enti­
tled "The First Appearance of the Flag of the Free," 
which was published in the "Portland Daily Advertiser," in 
1853, and thence extensively copied into other journals. 
Around that article from time to time became concreted 
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numerous additional facts, which were embodied in another 
and longer newspaper article on the same topic. His in­
terest in the subject grew with the increase of knowledge; 
new facts were accumulated and sought for, wherever to be 
obtained. The War of the Rebellion added a fresh impulse 
to his inquiries, and new and interesting incidents. The 
result is the present volume, which, if not rendered inter­
esting by the graces of a practised authorship, can claim 
to be a faithful record. of facts. 

Following the idea of Proudhon, the writer will be glad 
to receive from his readers any facts, incidents, or correc­
tions, that will enable him to complete his memorial of our 
grand old flag, and help perpetuate it as the chosen em­
blem of Liberty and Union. 

Collected for his own amusement and instruction, in 
committing these memoirs to the public the compiler hopes 
they may interest and amuse others as much as the col­
lecting of them has himsel£ If they revive and preserve, 
in the least degree, a patriotic sentiment for our starry 
banner, his ambition will be accomplished, his end attained. 

More than a thousand volumes have been examined in 
their preparation, and an extensive correspondence has 
been a necessity. I may say, therefore, to my readers, con­
sidering the score of years I have spent in the pursuit, as 
Montesquieu remarked to a friend concerning a particular 
part of his writings, "You will read it in a few hours, but 
I assure you it has cost me so much labor that it has 
whitened my hair." 

I would express my obligations to Messrs. WILLLUI J. 
CANBY, WILLIAJr[ D. GEMMILL, and CHARLES J. LUKENS 
of Philadelphia, and Messrs. B. J. LoSSING and CHARLES 
J. BUSHNELL of New York, for valuable suggestions and 
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facts, and particularly to Mr. JOHN A. MCALLISTER, who has 
been unwearied in searching for and completing evidences 
of facts otherwise beyond my reach. Other friends, too 
numerous to mention, who have given me their assistance, 
will please accept my silent acknowledgments. 

In 1864, the manuscript of this book, in its then incom­
plete state, was forwarded from Lisbon, Portugal, to the 
managers of the National Sailors' Fair at Boston, as a con­
tribution to that charity, which resulted in the establishment 
of the National Sa.ilors' Home at Quincy, Mass. It arrived,. 
however, too late to be printed for its benefit. 

NAV£L B.iuroUV0t18, NAVY YARD, 

CIIABLEBTOWN, MAs8. 

September 10, 1872 • 

• 
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A HISTORY 
01' THB 

FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
WITH A. CHRONICLE OF THE SYMBOLS. STANDARDS. FLAGS, 

AND BANNERS OF ANCIENT AND MODERN NA.TIONS, 

• 

SYMBOLS and colors enabling nations to distinguish themselves from 
each other have from the most remote periods exercised a powerful 
influence upon mankhid. It is a fact well established both by sacred 
and profane history that a standard or ensign was borne in the armies 
of all nations from the most distant era. A colored banner was one 
of the earliest. as it was the simplest. of military ensigns. As tribes 
and nations multiplied. these banners naturally became particolored 
by stripes and other linear divisions. and finally emblazoned with the 
devices of the several chieftains. Thus these symbols. which during 
peaceful times were but trivial ornaments, became in political or re­
ligious disturbances a lever like that of Archimedes, and convulsed 
the world. 

Before commencing the memoir of the flag which this volume com­
memorates, I propose to notice some of the symbols, standards, and 
banners of other nations. History, in general, has failed to appreciate 
t~e value of these symbols, which have given ascendancy to party, 
and led armies to victory with more certainty and despatch than all 
the combination! of tactics and the most disinterested valor. 

We talk of the eagles of the Romans, of the contest between the 
crescent and the cross. and of the wars of the white and red roses; of 
the meteor flag of England, and of the cross of St. George; of the 
white plume and banner of Henry IV., and the lilies and tricolor of 
France; and of our own starry banner, which, said Edward Everett 
(May 27, 1861), II speaks for itsel£ Its mute eloquence needs no 
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4 THE SYMBOLS, STANDARDS, AXD BANNERS 

aid to interpret its significance. Fidelity to the Union blazes from 
its stars, allegiance to the government beneath which we live is 
wrapped in its folda" 

The ~se1s which are customarily pendent from the upper part of 
military banners and standards, and the fringes which surround them, 
have their origin in sacred emblems, which, passing from gentile, 
mosaic, pagan, and Christian banners and sacerdotal garments, have 
finally crept upon profane standards and dresses. The high-priests 
of Brahma, Baal, Osiris, Mithras, Jehovah, the priestesses of Vesta, 
Isis, Lucinia, Ceres, and Diana, were adorned with tassels, fringes, 
ribbons, and colors consecrated to tbeir respective worships. When 
Moses had abjured the gods of Egypt, his native country, to follow 
the Jehovah of Midian, he wrote a ritual, bidding pomegranates of 
blue, of purple, and of scarlet, alternating with golden bells, to be 
placed about the hem of the blue robe of Aaron, to minister in the 
priest's office (Exodus xxviii. 31-35). The pomegranates were some­
times figured by tassels. The Mosaic law bade the Israelites to bol'der 
their garments with fringes and blue ribands, as being, in their eyes, a 
remembrance against lusting (Numbers xv. 38,39). Thus early was 
blue the emblem of purity and innocence. The Popes having wedded 
the Jewish and Heathen rites with the Christian worship, the Christian 
prelates adopted the pagan garments with tassels. Hence the warlike 
priests of Christ, on their return from the crusades, haviug assumed ar­
morial bearings, the sacred tassels became the badge of prelacy in eccle­
siastical armories. The archbishops had their shields surmounted with 
a green chapeau, or hat, with tassels, interlaced by several rows of cordon 
or strings, pendent on both sides. The green color was the symbol of a 
See, which never dies, or always revives as foliage regenerates. The 
chapeau, or cardinal's hat, with the same tassels, is of scarlet, the 
emblematic hue of the criminal court of the Holy Inquisition. The 
tassels, having passed into profane customs, became ornaments for na­
tional standards, which were often blessed by the priests, and for royal 
girdles or cordelieres. These were a silk or gold cord, terminating in 
two heavy tassels of the form of pomegranates, and a fringe, with which 
the royal robe of kings and queens is fastened around the waist. 

Our English word, FLAG, - which in Danish is the same, in Swedish 
flagg, in German }lagge, in Teutonic and Old French jlacke, Icelandic 
ftaka, Belgian flack, flak, - signifying that which hangs down loosely, 
is said to be derived from the early use of rushes for streamers, and 
also from an Anglo-Saxon word meaning "to fly," because the light 
material of which it is made is floated or lifted by every breeze. 
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OF ANCIENT AND MODERN NATIONS. 5 

In modern parlance, under the generic name of flag is included 
standards, ancients or ensigns, banners, bannerolls, pavons, colors, 
streamers, pennons, pennoncelles, gonfanons, guidons, coronetts or cor­
onells (hence the title of colonel), and the like. 

A flag is defined by the C London Encyclopedia.' as cc a small banner 
of distinction used in the army, and stuck in a baggage-wagon, to 
distinguish the 'hBooaoage of one brigade from another, and of one bat­
talion from another." It, however, properly denotes in our time the 
colors worn at the mastheads of national vessels to mark the mnk or 
quality of the pet:Bon commanding a squadron or fleet. The admiml 
of a squadron or fleet is styled the flag-officer, from the square flag 
hoisted at one of the mastheads of the vessel on which he is em-

\ barked, and which denotes to the rest of the fleet his presence there, 
and callSes his ship to be designated as cc the flag-ship." 

The first flag of Great Britain, genemlly known as the Royal stand­
ard, is a square flag, blazoned with the arms of the United Kingdom. 
When hoisted at the masthead it denotes that the sovereign, or some 
member of the royal family, is embarked on board the vessel; or, when 
hoisted on the flag-staff over a residence, wherever they may be on 
shore. The royal salute for this flag is twenty-one guns. 

The second flag, that of the lord high admiral, or of cc the commis­
sioners performing the duties of that high office," is cc a crimson ban­
ner," with II an anchor argent gorged in the arm with a coronet and a 
cable through the ring fretted in a true lover's knot with the ends 
pendant." 

TI1US it was carried by the Earl of Southampton in the reign of 
Henry VII!., and by the Earl of Lincoln in the time of Mary, except 
that he bore the stem and flukes of the anchor argent, the ring and 
stock o-r, and the cable azure. The Duke of Buckingham used the 
anchor with cable entwined, all (Yf, much as it is now. In the reign 
of Charles II., the Duke of York placed his arms on an anchor sur­
mounted by his coronet. Among the first acts of Charles II., after his 
restomtion to the throne, was one declaring his brother the Duke of 
York lord high admiml, on the 4th of June, 1660. The Duke, having 
hoisted his flag on board the Royal Charles, put to sea on the 25th of 
April, 1665, with a squadron of fourteen sail, besides five ships and 
smaller vessels, and met and defeated the fleet of Holland under Op­
dam on the 3d of June. On the commencement of the second Dutch 
war, the Duke again hoisted his flag on board the St. Michael, and en­
gaging the great De Ruyter's ship, the St. Michael was reduced almost 
to a wreck, when he shifted his flag to the Royal London, and was 
successful 
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The only account we have of the flag of the lord high admiral 
being carried at sea by an individual not of the blood royal is in the 
Memoirs of Sir John Leake, which say, "The Earl of Berkeley being 
then (21st March, 1719) vice-admiral of Great Britain, and first lord 
commissioner of the admiralty, endeavored to come as near the lord 
high admiral as possible both in power and state j by a particular 
warrant from the crown he hoisted the lord high admiral's flag, and 
had three captains appointed under him as lord high admiral, Little­
ton, then vice-admiral of the white, being his first captain." The Earl 
of Berkeley was one of fortune's favorites. As Lord Dursley, at the 
age of twenty he commanded the Lichfield, 50, it being his second 
command When twenty-three he commanded the Boyne, 80 j at 
twenty-seven he was vice-admiral of the blue, and a few months 
afterward vice-admiral of the white j and the following year, being 
then only twenty-eight, vice-admiral of the red At the age of 
thirty-eight he hoisted his flag on the Dorsetshire as lord high ad­
miral, being then actually vice-admiral of England and first lord of 
the admil'alty. He died near Rochelle, in France, Aug. 17, 1736, aged 
fifty-five. 

The lord high admiral's flag is entitled to a salute of nineteen guns. 
The third flag, that of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, is the Union 

Jack, having in the centre of the crosses a blue shield emblazoned 
with a golden harp. This ftag is worn at the main of any ship in 
which his Excellency may embark within the Irish waters or in St. 
George's Channel, and is entitled to the same salute as that of the 
lord high admiral. 

The /ourthflag, the Union, or Union Jack, in which are blended 
the crosses of St. George, St. Andrew, and St. Patrick, emblematic 
of the United Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland, is 
appropriated to the admiral of the fleet of the United Kingdom, and 
is worn at the main, and entitled to a salute of seventeen guns. 

Somewhere before 1692, Sir Francis Wheeler, Knt., a rear-admiral, 
sent to command in chief in the West Indies, was granted the privi­
lege of wearing" the Union flag" at the maintop-masthead" as soon as 
he was clear of soundings. " 1 

Fifth in rank is the cross of St. George, a white flag with a red 
cross, the sign of the old crusaders, now worn by the admirals of the 
royal navy at the main, by vice-admirals at the fore, and by rear­
admirals at the mizzen mastheads of their respective ships. Until 
1864, Great Blitain had admirals, a~d vice and rear admirals of the 

1 Schomberg's Naval Chronology, vol v. po 227. 
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red, white, and blue. By an act of Parliament of that year, the red 
ensign was given up to the use of the merchant marine, the blue 
e~rrn assigned to merchant and packet ships commanded by the 
officers of the newly organized naval. reserve or naval. militia, and the 
white ensign alone reserved for the royal. navy. The salute of an 
admiral in the royal. navy is fifteen, of a vice-admiral thirteen, and 
of a rear-admiral eleven guns. 

Merchant vessels frequently carry sma1.1 flags at their mastheads, 
bearing the arms, monograms, or devices of their owners or command­
ers, or designating the province or port to which the vessel belongs. 

The flag of the President of the United States, hoisted at the main, 
and denoting his presence on board a vessel of war, is appropriately 
the National Ensign, the flag of the sovereign people of whom he is 
the popular representative, and from whom he derives power and 
authority. 

The Vice-President and members of the Cabinet (the Secretary of 
the Navy excepted) are also designated by the national flag worn at 
the fore during their presence on board a vessel of war, and it always 
floats at the Capitol over the Senate-Chamber and House of Repre­
sentatives whenever those bodies are in session, - a custom followed 
in all or most of the States of the Union whenever their legislative 
bodies are in session. 

A special mark for the Secretary of the Navy, established in 1866, 
was a square blue flag having a white foul anchor placed vertically 
in the centre with four white stars surrounding it, one in each corner 
of the flag. By an order dated 1869, this flag became obsolete, and 
the Union Jack was ordered to be hoisted at the main whenever he 
embarked on board a vessel of the navy; but the flag of 1866 was 
restored by another order on the 4th of July, 1876. 

The first rear-admiral's ftag in our navy was a plain blue flag, such 
as had been used by the rank of flag-officer before the introduction of 
admirals to the service. This flag was, bylaw, required to be worn 
at the main by the three senior rear-admirals, at the fore by the next 
three in seniority, and at the mizzen by the three junior rear-admirals, 
and was first hoisted at the main on board the Hartford, in 1862, 
by Rear-Admiral FalT8.ouut, who had previously, as flag-officer, carried 
it at the fore. l The absurdity of a rear-admiral's wearing his flag at 

1 I have in my ponession this flag, which WlI8 wom by Flag.Officer Farragut at the 
~ of the forts below New Orleans, and hoisted on the Hanford on his promotion to 
rear-edmiral. Later, the two stars were added to it. The admiral presented the flag to 
Lieut. D. G. McRitchie, U.S.N., who gave it to me in 1875. 
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the fore or main was so contrary to the custom of other nations, that, 
by the suggestion of Hon. R. H. Dana, Jr., the next Congress repealed 
the law, after which a square :flag hoisted at the mizzen, blue, red, 
or white, according to the seniority of the officer, was adopted. In 
1866, after the introduction of the grades of admiral and vice-admiral, 
the device adopted for the admiral was four five-pointed white stars 
arranged as a diamond in a blue field, to be hoisted at the main. For 
the vice-admiral, three white stars arranged as an equilateral triangle 
on a blue field, to be hoisted at the fore. For rear-admirals, a square 
:flag, blue, red, or white, according to seniority, at the mizzen, with 
two stars placed vertically in the centre of the flag. The color of 
the stars to be white when the :flag was blue or red, and blue when 
the flag was white. The commodore's broad pennants were swallow­
tailed :flags, the same in color according to their seniority as the rear­
admiral's:flags. From the organization of our navy until the regu­
lation of 1866 they had been studded with a constellation of stars 
equal in number to the States of the Union, by the regulations then 
established only one star in the centre was to be emblazoned on their 
field. 

In 1869, a radical change was made in the flags of our admirals 
and commodores; square :flags, with thirteen alternate red and white 
stripes, were then prescribed for all grades of admirals, their position 
on the fore, main, or mizzen mast showing whether the officer was 
an admiral, vice, or a rear admiral; and if two real'-admirals should 
happen to meet in the same port in command, then the junior was 
directed, while in the presence of his senior, to wear two red stars 
perpendicular in a white canton on the upper luff of his :flag. The 
commodore's pendant was swallow-tailed, but otherwise like the 
admiral's flag, and wom at the main or fore, according to seniority, 
when more than one were in port together. The order of Jan. 6, 
1876, restored the :flags of 1866 on our centennial birthday. 

Each of the States of our Union and most of the Territories have 
flags of their own, generally of one color, white, blue, or red; and 
blazoned with the arms of the State. This flag is carried by the State 
militia into battle or on parade side by side with the national stand­
ard. We shall treat of these under an appropriate heading. 

An interesting relic of the American revolution is the banner of 
Count Pulaski, presented to him by the Moravian Sisters of Beth­
lehem, Penn., in 1778. Count Pulaski was appointed a brigadier in 
the Continental army on the 15th of September, 1777, just after the 
battle of the Brandywine, and given the command of the cavalry, 
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He resigned that command in a few months, and obtained permis­
sion to raise and command an independent corps, to consist of 68 
horse and 200 foot, which was chiefly levied and fully organized in 
Baltimore in 1778. Pulaski visited Lafayette while wounded, and 
was a recipient of the care and hospitality of the Moravian Sisters at 
Bethlehem, Penn. His presence and eventful history made a deep 
impression upon that community, and, when informed that he was 
organizing a corps of cavalry, they prepared a banner of crimson silk, 
with designs beautifully wrought with the needle by their own hands, 
and sent it to Pulaski, with their blessing. The memory of this event 
has been embalmed in beautiful verse by Longfellow. 

Pulaski received the banner with grateful acknowlet\"rrments, and 
bore it gallantly through many a martial scene, until he fell at 
Savannah, in the autumn of 1779. His banner was saved by his 
first lieutenant, who received fourteen wounds, and delivered to 
Captain Bentalon, who, on retiring from the army, took the banner 
home with him to Baltimore. It was in the procession that wel­
comed Lafayette to that city in 1824, and was then deposited in 
Peale's Museum, where it was ceremoniously received hy young ladies 
of the city. Mr. Edmund Peale presented it to the Maryland Histor­
ical Society in 1844, where it is carefully preserved in a glass case. 
Little' of its pristine beauty remains. It is composed of double silk, 
now faded to a dull brownish red. The designs on each side are em­
broidered with yellow silk, the letters shaded with green, and a deep 
bnllion fringe ornaments the edge. The size of the banner is twenty 
inches square. It was attached to a lance when borne in the field. 

On (lne side of the banner are the letters U. S., and in a circle 
around them the words UNITAS VIRTUS FORCIOR,- Union makes valor 

stronger. The letter c in the last 
word is incolTect, it should be t. 
On the other side, in the centro, is 
the all-seeing eye, with the words 
NON ALIUS REGIT, - " No other gov­
erns." 

Another interesting Revolutionary 
relic is the flag of Washington's Life 

Pnlukl·. Banner. Guard, which is preserved in the 
Museum of Alexandria, Va. It is of white silk, on which the device 
is neatly painted. One of the guard is holding a horse, and in the 
act of receiving a flag from the Genius of Liberty personified as a 
woman leaning upon the Union shield, near which is an American 

Digitized by Goog Ie 
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eagle. The motto of the corps, CONQUER OR DIE, is on a ribbon over 
the device. This Life Guard was a distinct corps of mounted men. 

attached to the person of Washington. 
but never spared in battle. It was or­
ganized in 1776, soon after the siege of 
Boston, while the American army was 
encamped near the city of New York It 
consisted of a major's command; viz .• one 
hundred and eighty men, and its chief 
bore the title of Captain Commandant. 
The uniform of the guard consisted of a 
blue coat with white facings, white waist­
coat and breeches, blue half-gaiters, and 

PIal of the Waah\ngtoD LIre Guard. a cocked hat "With a white plume. They 
carried muskets, and occasionally side-arms. Care was taken to have 
all the States from which the Continental army was supplied with 
troops represented in this corps. 

• 

BANNERS, BANDEROLES, GUIDONS, PENNON~ 
ENSIGNS, ETC. 

Several varieties of flags were formerly employed, indicating by 
their form and size the rank of the bearer. The use of many of these, 
however, has become obsolete; but, as frequent allusion is made to 
them in history and in ancient ballads, it is necessary that the modem 
reader should be acquainted with the names and significations of these 
flags of former times. 

A passage in 'Marmion' alludes to several flags now fallen into 
disuse. 

"Nor marked they less, where in the air 
A thousand streamers flaunted fair ; 

Various in shape, device, and hue, -
Green, sanguine, purple, red, and blne, 

Broad, narrow, swallow-tailed, and square, 
BeroU, ~tIOt&, pmsil, batulrol, there 

O'er the pavilions fiew. 
Highest and midmost was descried 
The Royal bamaer, fioating wide; 

The staft', a pine-tree strong and straight, 
Pitched deeply in a massive stone 
Which still in memory is shown. 
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Yet beneath the standard's weight, 
Whene'er the western wind unrolled, 
With toil, the huge and cumbrous fold, 

It gave to view the dazzling field, 
Where, in proud Seotland's royal shield, 

The rudely lion ramped in gold." 1 

11 

BA."lNER - in Dutch, baniere j French, bannure j German, banner; 
Spanish, bandera j Italian, bandiera; Swedish, baner - signifies in 
these languages a flag, the emblem of a bond-roll or bond-sign, the 
sign of union, the standard under which men were united or bound 
for some common purpose. 

Some derive the etymology of the name from the Latin bandU11J" 
a band or flag j others, from the German ban, a rallying-point, a field, 
a tenement, because only landed men were allowed a banner; others, 
again, believe it a corruption of pannicre, from pannus, cloth, because 
banners were originally made of cloth. The Germans are sard to 
have fastened a streamer to a. lance, which the duke carried in front 
of the army, and which was called band j afterwards, a large cloth was 
used. ornamented with emblems and inscriptions. 

Knights wore a pointed flag or pennon. A squire's mark was a long 
pennant similar to the coach-whip pennant of modem ships of war. 
Bannerets were of a rank above a simple knight, and yet below that 
of a baron, and carried a knight's pennon slit at the end. Barons 
were usually created on a battle-field, when the candidate presented 
his pennon to the king or general, who cut oft' the train of it, and thus 
making it square, returned it to him as the symbol of his increased 
rank. Thenceforward the knight was entitled to emblazon his arms 
upon a square shield, and was styled a Knight Banneret. Barnes, in 
his' Wars of Edward III.,' writes that, before the battle of Nagera, 
Lord John Chandos brought his pennon to Edward the Black Prince, 
requesting to hoist it as a banner. The Prince took the flag, and, 
having torn oft' the tail, returned it, saying, "Sir John, behold, here 
is your banner; God send you much joy and honor with it." From 
the.~ customs may be traced the coach-whip and broad pennants worn 
by commanding officers of ships, and of commodores, and the square 
flags of the admirals of our own and foreign navies. 

The banner has been made to assume almost every shape a paral­
lelogram so small could be converted into. As a rule, in banners of 
cognizance or individual escutcheons, its size bore relation to the rank 
of the owner; thus the banner of an earl was larger than that of 
a baron, and the baron's larger than that of a banneret. At first, 

1 Sir Walter Scott'. Hanuion, Canto III., 28, 

Digitized by Goog Ie 
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banners were plain or of several colors, but they were early orna­
mented with devices of men and animals, and finally used as a flying 
shield, to display the blazonry of the bearer, the symbols of a nation. 
or the heraldry of a particular order. or of a department of the State. 

The banner, says Burke,1 is coeval with the introduction of her­
aldry, and dates from the twelfth century. The banner was of a 
square form, and served as a rallying-point for the divisions of which 
the Rrmy was composed. Judging from the siege of Carleverock,l as 
early as the fourteenth century there was a banner to every twenty­
five or thirty men at arms, and thus the battle array was marshalled. 
At that period the English forces comprised tenants in capite of 
the crown, with their followers; and such tenants were entitled 
to lead their contingent under a banner of their arms. When the 
tenant in capite "'as unable to attend in person, from illness or other 
cause, he sent his quota of soldiers and archers which the tenure of 
his lands enjoined, and his banner was committed to the charge of a 
deputy of rank equal to his own. Thus, at Carleverock, the Bishop 
of Durham sent one hundred and sixty of his men at arms, with his 
banner, intrusted to John de Hastings; and Edmund, Lord d'Eyn­
court, who could not attend himself, sent his two brave sons in his 
stead with his banner of blue bile tee of gold, with a dancettee oyer 
all The right to bear a banner was confined to bannerets and per­
sons of higher rank. According to the roll of Carleverock, the ban­
ners of the principal nobles were made of silk. The banner of the 
Earl of Lincoln is described as 

" or saffron silk his banner good, 
Whereon a purple lion stood; " 

and the banner of Hugh de Vere, the younger son of the Earl of 
Oxford. " As a banner both long and wide, of good silk, and not of 

I Burke's Heraldic Register, 1849-50. 
I The • Siege of Carleverock' is the title of a poem descriptive or the bannelll of the 

peel'll and knights of the English army who W81'e present at the siege of Cal"leverock C. 
tIe, in Scotland, in Febmary, 1301. This roll or poem was lint printed in 1779, in the 
second edition of the • Antiquarian Repertory,' from the MS. in the Cottonisn collection, 
1ntt with a text II as corrupt," says Sir Harris Nicolos, II as unfortunate." In 1828, the 
work wns edited by Sir H. Nicolas, and published in a hl11ldsome quarto of more thlw 
400 pages, the larger portion of which is occupied by momoirs of the perIIOns commem­
orated by thc poet, forming ill a great mcasure a baronage ror the reign of Edward I. In 
1864, IL third edition was printed, uuder the (ollo,\\;ng title:-

.. The Roll of Arms o( the Princes, Barons, I11ld Knigh1B who attended King Edwlll'd I. 
to the Siege of Caerlaverock in 1300. Edited from tbe MS. in the British MWIe1IIIl, 
with a translation and notes by Thos. Wright, Ellqr., M.A., F.R.R., &c., Corresponding 
:Member of the In.,titute or Frallce. With Coat Armory embl.a.zoned with gold 8I1d 
colol'llo London: John Camden Hotten, Piccadilly. 1864. 4to. viii, 39," 
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cloth." The latter was the material with which knights-banneret 
were content. The banner of the constable, the good' Earle of Here­
ford,' was " of strong blue cendal," a superior kind of silk. 

In 1361, Edward III. granted to Sir Guy de Bryan two hundred 
marks a year for having discreetly borne the king's banner at the 
siege of Calais, in 1347; and Thomas Strickland, the esquire who so 
gallantly sustained Henry's banner at Agincourt, urged the service as 
worthy of remuneration from Henry VI. In Scotland, the representa­
tive of the great house of Scrimgeour still enjoys the honor of being 
"hereditary banner-bearer of the queen," an office to which by special 
grant Alexander I., A.D. 1107, appointed a member of the Carron 
family, giving him the title ScrimuelJur, for his valor in a sharp fight. 

Two manuscripts in the British Museum, not older than Henry 
YIII., afford us authentic information as to the size of banners, 
standards, and pennons; extracts from them are printed in the' Ret­
rospective Review,' in 1827. That valuable work, 'Excerpta Historica,' 
also, has many interesting details on the subject.l 

BANNERETS. - Everard, a correspondent of the 'Gentleman's Maga­
zine,' in 1792, states that bannerets " were feudal lords who, possessing 
several large fees, led their vassals to battle under their own flag or 
banner, when summoned thereto by the king, whereas the bachlarius 
cques, or littk knights, in contradistinction to bannerets, who were 
great knights, followed that of another." To be qualified for a ban­
neret, one must have been a gentleman of family, and must have had 
the power to raise a certain number of armed men, with an estate 
enough to snbsist twenty-eight or thirty men. This must have been 
very considerable, as each man, beside his servants, had two horsemen 
to wait on him, armed, the one with a cross-bow, the other with a bow 
and hatchet. As no one was allowed to be. a baron who had not 
above thirteen knights' fees, so no one was admitted to be a bannerct 
if he had less than ten. 

Some assert 'Bannerets' were originally persons who had por­
tions of a barony assigned them, and enjoye~ it under the title baro 
prozimus. Others find the origin of bann~ts in France; some, 
a.,rrain, in Brittany; others, in England. The last attribute the institu­
tion of bannerets to Conan, a lieutenant of Maxirnus, who commanded 
the Roman legions in England under the empire of Gratian, A.D. 383. 
This general, revolting, divided England into forty cantons, and in 

• Retrospective Review, 2d aeries, vol i. p. 113; Excerpta Historicn, or Illustrations 
of Engli.Jl History. ODe volume, 8vo. Lol101on, 1833, pp. 50, 66, 163, 170. 
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the cantons distributed forty knights; to each he gave the power of 
assembling under their several banners as many effective men as were 
in their districts; whence thay were called bannerets. • Froissart ' 
says that anciently such military men as were rich enough to raise 
and subsist a company of armed men, and had a right to do so, were 
called bamterets; not that these qualifications rendered them knights, 
but only bannerets, - the appellation of knights being added because 
they were knights before. Sir John Chandos was made a knigbt-bnn­
neret by the Black Prince, and the King of Castile was made one at 
Nl\,ooera, April 3, 1367. 

Bannerets in England were only second to knights of the garter. 
They were next in degree below nobility, and were allowed to bear 
arms with supporters, which no one else could under a baron. In 
France the dignity waS hereditary, but in England it died with the 
person who gained it. The order, after the institution of baronets or 
hereditary knighthood by King James I., in 1611, dwindled and be­
came extinct in England.1 The last person created a banneret was Sir 
John Smith, who was created a banneret after the Edgehill fight, 
Oct. 23, 1642, for his gallantry in rescuing the standard of Charles L 
George Ill, however, in 1764, made Sir William Erskine a banneret. 

According to Froissart, the degrees of chivalry were three: knights­
bannerets, knights, and esquires. Before a man could become a knight­
banneret, he had to serve as a squire and a knight to attain renown 
in arms, and to have a considerable military following. This was the 
letter of the law, but it was not always strictly enforced. The knight 
who aspired to the higher distinction could carry his pennon to the 
leader of the army in which he served, and demand to raise his banner; 
when his qualifications were proved, the leader cut off the end of the 
pennon, which thus beCaDle a square banner. This simple ceremony 
was completed with a short address on the banneret's duties, pronounced 
by the leader, or by a herald. The knight-banneret had no superior 
except the king, and was the equal of the feudal baron. 

The banners of the Knights of the Garter, blazoned with their arms, 
hang over their stalls in Sir George's Chapel at Windsor; those of the 
Knights of the Bath over their stalls in Henry VII.'s Cbapel, West­
minster Abbey. In Roman Catholic countries, banners form an 
important feature in religious services, processions, &c. Before the 
Reformation, all the monasteries in England had banners preserved in 

1 The first baronet, Sir Nicolas Bacon, was created llay 22, ] 6] 1 ; baronets of Ire· 
land were created 1629; of Nova Scotia. ] 625. All bLl'onets created mil'll the hisll 
union, 1801, IU'C of the United KingU01ll. 
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their wardrobes, from whence they were brought on anniversaries, 
festivals, and important occasions, and were sometimes displayed in 
battle. Edward 1 paid eight and a half pence per day to a priest of 
Beverley for carrying in his army the banner of St. John, and one 
penny per day while taking it back to his monastery. 

The celebrated painting of the • Madonna di San Sisto' which is 
now in the Dresden Gallery, was painted by Raphael as a banner to 
be used in processions for the Benedictine Cloister of St. Sixtus, in 
PiacenZ&. It was, however, soon placed upon the high altar of the 
church, where it remained until purchased by Augustus III., Elector 
of Saxony, and was removed to Dresden in 1753 or 1754. The price 
paid, according to Wickelmann, was 60,000 gulden. In 1827, the 
painting was restored, and a portion that had been concealed in the 
framing was brought to light, - the top of the curtain with the rod 
and rings supporting it. Engravings by Schulze and Muller were 
made before this discovery; and by Nordheim, Steinla, and Keller 
after. Hence the difference in their details. 

The union jack of Great Britain is a religious banner, composed 
of the crosses of St. George, St. Andrew, and St. Patrick. The cor­
porations in fonner times had their banners, and several of the 
livery companies of London still retain them for public occasions, as 
do the St. Patrick, St. Andrew, and other societies of the United 
States. No political, religious, or secular procession would be con­
sidered complete in the United States without a display of banners. 
The study of this subject is of great importance to the historical painter, 
and few sources of information are available. 

Drayton, in his • Battle of Agincourt,' says:-
" A silver tower Dorset's n>d banner bears, 

The Cornishmen two wrestlers had for theirs." 

All the great nobles of England and Scotland carried banners 
blazoned with the family anns. 

John of Dreux, Earl of Richmond, in the reign of 
Edward I, bore a banner charged with the chequey 
coat of Dreux, surrounded by a bordure of England, and 
a canton of Bretagne. The bordure of England is de­
scribed as II a red orle with yellow leopards." The ban­
ner of Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, is repre­
sented on a window of the cathedral at Chartres. On his 
shield he carries a lion rampant. Banners and bannerolB 
were carried at funerals of the great in England, from 
the eleventh to the sixteenth century. They usually 
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consisted of banners blazoned with the arms of the individual, and the 
families with which he was allied. On some occasions ecclesiastical 
banners were displayed In 1388, John Lord Monteeute, a brother of 
the ·Earl of Salisbury, ordered in his will that no painting should 
be placed. about his hearse, excepting one banner of the arms of 
England, two charged with that of Montecute, and two with the 
arms' of ,Yonthermer. In the fourteenth century, those who were 
descended from or connected by marnage with the royal family used. 
the royal arms with their own. Isabel, Countess of Suffolk, 1416, 
and the Earl of Huntington, 1380, forbade any banners to be borne 
at their funerals; but Richard, Earl of Salisbury, 1458, ordered at his 
interment "there be banners, standards, and other accoutrements, 
according as was usual to a person of his degree." At tbe exposing 
of the body of Richard II. in St. Paul's Cathedral, 1400, four banners 
were affixed to the camage or bier supporting it, - two of which con­
tained the arms of St. George, and the other two tbe arms of Edward 
the Confessor. In 1542, Sir Gilbert Talbot, of Grafton, desired four 
banners should be carried at bis funeral, - one of the Trinity, one 
of the Annunciation of Our Lady, one of St. John the Evangelist, 
and one of St. Anthony. Sir David Owen, who died the same year, 
ordered by his will, 1529, his body should be buried after tbe degree 
of banneret; that is, with his helmet, sword, coat armor, banner, 
standard, and pendant, and set over all a banner of the Holy Trinity, 
one of Our Lady, and another of St. George, borne after the order of 
a man of his degree; and the same should be placed over his tomb in 
the priory of Essebourne. 

The BANNER, blazoned with all the quarterings of him to whom 
it belonged, was either attached to a staff or lance, or frequently 
depended from a trumpet, - a custom which is still retained by the 
trumpeters of the Household Brigade. 

We read in Shakspeare, -

" I will a banner from a trumpet take, and use it for my baste; " 

and in Chaucer,-

" On every trump banging a brode bannere 
Of fine tartarium full richly bete, 
Every trumpet his lordis armes bere." 

The flags carned by cavalry regiments, though usually called c stand­
ards,' might properly be styled C banners.' The term C colors' is applied 
to the flags of foot regiments. Shakspeare uses colors to denote mil­
itary flags. 
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During the reigns of Edward VI., Mary, and Elizabeth, and even 
Inter, care was observed that the proper banners should be carried at 
the funerals of persons of rank. 

The BANDEROLE, BANNEROL, or BANDROLL was a small banner about 
a yard square, generally but not always rounded at the fly, several of 

which were carried at funerals. They dis­
played the arms and the matches of the de­
ceased's ancestors, especially of those which 
brought honor or estate into the family. These 
arms filled the entire flag, which was gener­
ally fringed with the principal metal and 
color of the arms of the deceased. The 
bannerol which was placed at the head of 
Cromwell, at his magnificent funeral, ex­
hibited his arms, viz., sable; a lion rampant 

OIiTer Cromwell'. DuaueroL argent; impaling Stuart or i on a fess cheeky 
argent and azure i an escutcheon argtnt debnlised with a bend fretty. 

At his funeral there 
were also displayed 
four standards, eight 
great banners, and 
twelve bannerols, 
with a guydon, of 
which we give a re­
duced fac-simile from 
Prestwick's ' Res Re­
publicre.' These 
standards exhibit the 
shape and design of 
the standards of Eng­
land, Scotland, Ire­
land, and Wales at 
the period of the 
great Protector's 
death, and also the 
banners of the 
, Union or States,' 
• St. George: • St. 
Andrew,' 'King Da­
vid,' and of the Com­
monwealth, the ban--
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ner of Cromwell and his guydon, and the bannerols of the families with 
which he was allied. 

It appears by the bill rendered for the funeral expenses that the 
six great banners cost £6 each, and the five large standards, "wrought 
in rich taffety, in oyle, and guilt with fine gold and silver," cost £10 
each i the guydon, "as large as a great banner," £6 i and the twelve· 
bannerols, £30. 

At the Restoration, Cromwell's body and the bodies of his associ­
ates were dug up, suspended on Tyburn gallows for a day, and then 
buried under it. The head of Cromwell was taken off, carried to West­
minster Hall, and fixed there, where it remained until the great tempest 
at the commencement of the eighteenth century, which blew it down, 
when it was picked up by the great-grandfather of its present posses­
sor, a citizen of London, - a significant commentary on earthly great­
ness. "The body of Cromwell, carried to his burial in royal state, 
only a few years after his interment is rudely tom from its last rest­
ing-place, and the half-decayed carcass, dragged by the heels through 
the mud and mire of London, is hanged upon Tyburn tree, the head 
afterwards tom off and placed so that, in grinning horror, it ever 
looked towards the spot where King Charles was executed." 1 

The GUYDON, or GUIDON, Fr. (derived from guide-ho7llme), resem­
bled a banner in form and emblazonment, but was one-third less in 
size, and had the end rounded off. It was the standard of a company 
of soldiers, and borne by their cornet. 

It The guydhome must be two yards and a half or three yards 
longe, and therein shall no armes be putt, but only the mans crest, 
cognizance & devyce, and from that, from his standard and streamer, 
a man may flee, but not from his banner or pennon bearinge his 
armes." 

It Place under the guidhome fifty men, by the conduct of an 
esquire or gentleman." I 

Every guydon carried, in chief, a cross of St. George. 

The PENNON (Fr.), sometimes spelled Pinione, was a small streamer If half the size of the guydon, of a swallow-tailed form, at­
tached to the handle of a spear or lance, such as the lan­
cers of the present day carry. Afterwards, by increase 
in length and breadth, it became a military ensign, and 

PeDDOD. was charged with the crest, badge, or war-cry of the 

1 Anonymous; Preatwick. I MS. British Museum. 
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knight, - his arms befug emblazoned on his banner, 80 arranged as 
to appear correctly when the lance was held in a horizontal position. 

The pennon charged with a cross is borne 
by St. George, St. Michael, and St. Ursula; 
that of John the Baptist is inscribed with 
his words announcing the coming of Christ: 
" Ecce Ag1#/US Dei" The illustration, a pen­
non of the earliest form, is copied from one 

Daubmlonn·. PeuDOD, 1277. held by the figure of Sir John Daubernoun, 
1277, on his monumental brass in the church of Stoke D'Aubemoun, 
Surrey. 

A manuscript, giving the size of banners, &c., in the fifteenth cen­
tury, BIlYs: "Every knight !Day have his pennon, if he be chiefe cap­
taine, and in it sett his armes; and if he be made a banneret by the 
king or the lieutenant, shall make a slitte in the end of the pennon, 
and the heraldes shall raze it onte: and when a knight is made a ban­
neret the heralds shall bringe him to his tente, and receive for their 
fees, three pounds, eleven shillings and four pence for every bachelor 
knight, and the trumpetter twenty shillings." 

In • Canterbury Tales,' Chaucer's knight says:-

.. And by hys bannere borne is his pennon 
Of gold full ricbe." 

Sir Walter Scott thus alludes to the pennon in' Marmion:'­

.. Tbe trustiest of the four, 

Puoa. 

On high his forky peunon bore : 
Like swallow's tail in shape and hne, 
Fluttered the streamer, gioBSY blue, 

Where blazo~ed sable, R8 before, 
The towering falcon seemed to soar." 

The PAVON was a peculiar-shaped flag, somewhat like a 
gryon attached to a. spear. The cut is from an illuminated 
Psalter executed in 1340. The original is charged with the 
arms of Sir Geoffrey Loutterell: azure; a bend between si:J; 
martlets argent. 

PE~O~CELS, or PENSILS, were small narrow pennons, usually borne 
to ensign the helmet, or to form part of the caparisons of the knight's 
charger, though they were sometimes affixed to lances, as appears from 
a line of the • Lyfe of Alesaunder,' a metrical romauce of the fourteenth 
century,-

"Many a fair pencel on spere." 
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ENSIGN (Wal. insignai Span. enaenai Lat. imignej Fl'. emignej also 
in English, antient or ancient), applied first to the flag, is now applied 
both to the flag and its bearer. In' Othello,' Cassio, in speaking of lago, 
says, .. The lieutenant is to be saved before the ancient." Edward the 
Black Prince commanded his' ancient' bearer, Sir Walter Woodland, 
to march forward. l King Richard took with him on his crusade the 
standard and ensigns of his kingdom. Of late years, the national 
flRoC78 borne by vessels of war or merchant ships have been known as 
enBigns, and a grade of junior officers has been introduced into the 
United States navy, who are styled' ensigns,' though their duties nec­
essarily have no connection with the colors. The French also ha,"e 
a class of officers in their navy styled ensigns de missea-w:.l 

Winthrop, in his' History of New England,' mentions, under date 
Saturday, May 22, 1634, his meeting, on his passage across the Atlantic, 
a small French vessel, and" when we drew near her, we put forth our 
'ancient,' and she luffed up the wind to us." 

That celebrated piece of royal embroiderya the Bayeux tapestry, 
the handiwork of Matilda, the consort of William the Conqueror, and 
her ladies, exhibits a display of the military ensigns in use at the 
period of the conquest by the Norman invaders and the Saxon oceu· 
pants of England. The examples I have given from it afford an idea 
of the shape and devices of the ensigns of the chieftains of the eleventh 
century.s 

The Bayeux tapestry, divided into compartments showing the events 
f1'Om Harold's visit to the Norman court to his death at Hastings; is 
preserved in the public library at Bayeux, near Caen, Normandy. 
Only within a few years has it been where it could be seen with 
comfort or ability to appreciate its merits, having formerly been 
kept on a huge cylinder, from which an official unrolled seventy-two 
yards on to another cylinder. In this way it was carried through 
France in 1803, by order of Bonaparte, to be displayed from the 
stages of the theatres as an incentive to the public mind not to 
revive this kind of work, but to awaken the people to a project then 
on foot for the invasion of England. Now this grand work is showu 
on the walls of the town library, it consisting of a strip of linen cloth 
218 feet long, and 1 foot 8 inches wide, having worked upon its entire 
length a series of fifty-eight scenes, representing the events in the 
'Norman Conquests,' in which there are more than ten thousand 
figures, many of them being men who are 10 to 12 inches high i 
then there al'8 horses, dogs, ships, and houses, and a running border 

1 Boutell'. Heraldry. I Stow. 
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with innumerable figures, all worked in worsted, and with only eight 
colors, dark and light blue, red, yellow, buff, and two shades of green j 
the horses are either blue, red, green, or yellow, to suit the sur­
roundings. 

EDsIpa from the Bqeux Tapestry. 

Thus the queen has handed down to the present day a memorial 
80 explicit in its details and graphic in its delineations as to form a 
valuable standard of reference in an archreological point of view, and 
at the same time a perfect mirror of the curious usages, economy, 
manners, and even looks of the people of her time. Over each scene 
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is written, also in needle-work, the subject, in Roman capitals, in the 
Latin language.1 

The number of pennons carried by the Norman soldiers figured in 
the entire tapestry amounts to thirty-seven, and of these no less than 
twenty-e~ht have their ends cut into three points or llames. 

Mr. French argues that the three-pointed ends on these pennons 
symbolize the Holy Trinity, as did those of crusaders of the first cru­
sade subsequently. Whether the pennons with their triple termina­
tions were intended to symbolize the Trinity or not, there is no doubt 
of their having been used extensively. When the crusader returned, 
this symbol of his hostility to the Saracen was removed, as shown 
on the tomb of Edward Crookback, Earl of Lancaster, the brother of 
Edward 1., who returned from the first crusade of 1270. The tomb 
remains to this day, though defaced. In 1783, the colors were copied, 
and each of the figures of the ten knights who accompanied him to 
the East and returned with him to England are represented as hold­
ing a square banner. 

GONFANONS were properly sacred banners carried in religious pro­
cessions, and as such Chaucer and Milton speak of them. The great 

OonfulOD. 

standard or banner of St. Mark was styled a gonfanon. 
The gonfanon was bordered with fringe or twisted silk, 
and usually supported as shown in the illustration. In 
the' Lyfe of Alesaunder' we read,-

" Ther gonf"annons and their pensclles 
Wer well wrought oft" grene scDdels." 

Dr. Myrick considers the small pennon attached to a lance in 
the hand of William the Conqueror on his great seal as a gonfanon. 
differing from a banner, being, instead of square and fastened to a 
tronsure bar, of the same figure as the gonfanon, fixed in a frame, and 
made to tum like a modem ship's vane. with two or three streamers 
or tails. The object of the gonfanon was principally to render the 
leaders more conspicuous to their followers, and to terrify the horses 

1 Mrs. Emma D. Southworth, Cor. Boston 'Traveller,' Oct. 4, 1879. A copy drawn 
by C. Stothanl, and colored after the originals, was published by the Society-of Anti-

- quaries in 1821-28. A fac-simile in chromo-lithograph, the run aize of the original, bas 
been published. In 1866, the Rev. John Collingwood Bruce published a quarto volume, 
entitled • The Bayeu Tapestry elucidated,' which has reduced colored illnatrationa of 
the entire roll. In 1857, the Journal of the Arehll!Ological AaaoeiBtion of Great Britain 
printed a paper by Gilbert J. French on the • BanneJ'8 of the Bayeux Tapestry,' which was 
aublequently published in a thin 8vo volume, for presentation only. 
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of their adversaries; hence the gonfanon was a mark of dignity. From 
the Bayeux tapestry it would appear that a standard was borne near 
the person of the commander-in-chief, which is described by the writer 
of the period as a gonfanon. Wace says:-

" The barons had gonianons, 
The knights bad pennons." 

The Conqueror's gonfanon, depicted on the Bayeux tapestry,! bas 
three tails, and is white, within a blue border charged with a cross, 
07. The same charge also occurs on the mast of his ship, though in 
a square form. Wace says, Harold's standard was a noble one, - a 
dragon sparkling with gems and precious stones. 

One of the banners of the Bayeux tapestry, of which an illustration 
is given, represents a bird within a semicircle of rays, and bas usually 
been called a Danish war-Bag, the bird supposed to be the raven 
sacred to Odin; and Herr Worsac I adopts the opinion that it is 
the dafibrog or war-Bag of the Scandinavian vikings. He goes on to 
state that the banners (or marks) of the ancient Danes were in times 
of peace light-colored, but in war times of a blood color, with a black 
raven on a red ground. This is entirely against the supposition that 
the flag of the tapestry represents the raven of Denmark, since, after 
the lapse of six hundred years, the bird remains of a pale blue color, 
upon what appears to have been white, and it is represented with 
closed wings, - a peaceful and dovelike attitude. There is, therefore, 
reason for a belief that this singular and interesting banner bears a 
dove, th~ symbol of the Holy Spirit, within a nimbus of rays.8 
Speed informs us that the Duke of Normandy," with three hun­
dred ships fraught full of his Normans, Flemings, :Frenchmen, and 
Britaignes, weighed anchor." In this list there is no mention of 
Danes or Norwegians, and there is good reason for supposing that no 
soldiers of Scandinavian nations were present in the army of the 
Conqueror. 

The strength of these nations had invaded England in the north, 
and been subdued in a sanguinary and decisive battle, only four days 
before the Duke of Normandy landed at Hastings. The probability, 
therefore, is that neither Dane nor Danish banner was in the Norman 
army.8 

The STANDARD was a flag somewhat resembling an elongated pen­
non. It did not, like the banner, indicate a distinctive mark of honor, 

1 Retroapeetive Review - Sir Harris Nicolas. I The Danes in England. 
• Gilbert J. French. Banners or the Bayeux Tapestry, 1857. 
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but might be borne by any noble commander irrespective of his rank, 
the only restriction being that of its length. A king's standard was 
eight or nine yard.~ long j a duke's, seven j a marquis's, six and a 
half j an earl's, s~x j a viscount's, five and a half j a baron's, five j a 
banneret's, four and a half j and a knight's, four. 

The banner was always charged with the arms of its owner j but 
on the standard only the crest or badge and motto were exhibited j the 
field being composed of the livery colors. When the livery of a family 
consisted of more than one color, - as the Tudor sovereignR, for ex­
ample, who bore argent and verl,-the standard was always parted per 
jess of such colors. Next the staff was emblazoned the cross of St. 
George j then followed the badge or badges, repeated an indefinite 
number of times, surmounted by narrow bands, on which was inscribed 
the motto, or cri-de-g1U1'Te; the whole being usually surrounded by 
a roll of silk composed of the livery colors. 

The charges were so depicted upon the standard as to appear correct 
when it was developed by the wind in a horizontal position. On 
account of its size, it was not generally carried in the hand, like a 
banner, but the staff to which it was attached was fixed in the ground, 
- hence its name. The Royal standards of the present time are 
really square banners, blazoned with the royal arms over the entire 
field. 

THE EARLY USE OF ENSIGNS AND COLORS ON 
BOARD SHIP. 

According to Wilkinson and Bonomi, there are no flags depicted 
upon Egyptian or Assyrian representations of ves.~els j but in lieu of 

a flag certain devices are embroidered on the 
sail, such as a phenix, flowers, &c., whence 
the sail bearing the device was called ne8, or 
ensign. 

The utility of vanes and pennons must 
have been soon suggested a.~ a means of 
ascertaining the direction of the wind. The 

blazoning them with the arms of the owner or the name of the vessel 
naturally followed. Livy mentions that Scipio, B.c. 202, was met 
by a ship of the Carthaginians, "garnished with infules, ribbands, 
and white flags of peace, and beset with branches of olives," &c. A 
medal of the time of Antiochus VII., king of Syria, B.C. 123, shows 
a galley without mast or sail, having a swallow-tailed flag, not 
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slung upon a spreader, but hoisted on an ensign-staff abaft. The 
Prophet Ezekiel, whose prophecies date 600 years B.C., metaphori­
cally comparing the maritime city of Tyre to one of the ships by 
which they carried on their commerce, speaks of her banner as wade 
of fine linen. 

Pliny tells us that the stems and prows of trading vessels and men­
oC-war, without exception, were decorated with colors; and at Athens, 
Corinth, and Sicyon the profession of ship-painters founded the famous 
school of painters in those cities. 

At first, merely to preserve the wood, the ship-builders covered 
every part of the vessel exposed to the action of the air and water with 
a coating of pitch; but this sombre and uniform tint soon wearied the 
eye. A more blilliant color, prepared with wax, was painted over the 
pitch; the costlier class of ships glistened in all the splendor of white, 
ultramarine, and vermilion; while pirates and occasionally men-of-war 
were covered with a coat of green paint, which, blending with the color 
of the sea, prevented them from being seen at a distance. Gildings 
glistened on the vessels of the rich, and the sculptor's chisel added 
busts and figures to the decoration of their bows and stems. Even in 
this respect the Middle Ages still followed the traditions of antiquity. 

The decorations of ships varied according to the caprice of owners 
and the fashion of the times. The Saracen dromon boarded and 
taken by Richard Creur de Lion bad one side colored green, and the 
other yellow. The Genoese at first painted their ships green; but in 
1242, when they were at war with the Pisans, they colored them 
white, spotted with vermilion crosses; that is, "red crosses on a silver 
ground, which resembled the arms of Monsieur Saint-Georges." Red 
was the color generally adopted for ships' hulls in the sixteenth cen­
tury, though a pattem in black and white was sometimes added, and 
sometimes the ground was painted black, and the pattem only ver­
milion. In 1525, when Francis 1., made prisoner at the battle of 
Pavia, was taken to Barcelona, the six galleys which carried the captive 
sovereign and his suite were painted entirely black, from the top of the 
masts to the water-line. The Knights of St. Stephen, in the fifteenth 
century, hid the brilliant hues of the principal galley of their squad­
ron, and painted its sails, pennants, awnings, oars,and hull with black, 
and swore never to alter the SOmbl'8 hue till their order had recap­
tured froID the Turks a galley lost by the Pi sans. The Normans, or 
men of the North, were as fond of these brilliant standards as the 
nations of the Mediterranean: when they sailed on a warlike expe­
dition, or when they celebrated a victory over pirates, they covered 
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their vessels with flags. The poet Benoit de Sante-More tells us that 
it was in this fashion, oovered with seven hundred banners, that Rollo 
brought his fleet back up the Seine to Meulan. The Middle Ages 
made use of all kinds of fanciful decorations for their vessels. During 

French lIIan-o!-w., of the Slxt~Dth Centn,.,.. 

the Renaissance, 
this taste was re­
newed, and was 
an improvement 
upon the cus­
toms of antiquity, 
whence it drew 
its inspirations, 
and on those of 
the thirteenth 
century. 

A galley, says 
. the learned M. 

Jal," was in those 
days a species of 
jewel, aud was 
hallded over for 
embellishment to 

J'rom the Colledion of Orawlags la tbe National Ub .. ,.,.. Pari.. the hauds of gen-
ius, as a piece of metal was given to Benvenuto Cellini." 

Sculptors, painters, and poets combined their talents to adorn a 
ship's stern. A striking example of this artistic refinement in naval 
ornamentation was the Spanish galley constructed in 1568 by order 
of Philip II., for his brother, Don John of Austria, to whom he con­
fided the command of the fleet ·intended to fight the barbarous Moor­
ish States of Africa. The vessel's cut-water was painted white, and 
emblazoned with the royal anns of Spain and with the personal anns 
of Don J obn. The prince being a Knight of the Golden Fleece, the 
history of Jason and of the good ship Argo was represented in col­
ored sculpture on the stern, above the rudder. This pictured poem 
was accompanied with four symbolical statues, - Prudence, Temper­
ance, Power, and Justice, - above which floated angels carrying the 
symbols of the theological virtues. On one side of the poop might 
be seen Mars the avenger, Mercury the eloquent, and Ulysses stop­
ping his ears ~lJQin8t the seductions of the Sirens j on the other, Pal­
las, Alexander the Great, Argus, and Diana. Between these were 
iDserted pictures, which conveyed either a moral lesson for the benefit 
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of the young admiral, or a delicate eulogium on Charles V., his father, 
or on Philip II., his brother. .All these emblems were chejs4rzuwe 
of drawing and sculpture, which the brilliancy of their gold, azure, 
and vermilion settings tended to enhance.1 

The illuminated copies of Froissart's' Chronicles: in the British 
Museum, present many curious illustrations of the manner of carrying 
flags at sea. Some of the vessels have a man at arms in the top holding 
on a staff the banner of the nation to which it belongs. One of the illu-

ShIp of BeDlJ VL·. TIme. l~. 

minations of the time of Henry VI. (1430-61) represents a ship with 
shields slung along her topsides, - a very ancient practice, which was 
continued by painting the arms and devices on the bulwarks, and 
from whence come the figure-heads and stem carvings of modem 
ships. Two trumpeters at the stem have standards blazoned with 
fleurs-de-lis, attached to their- trumpets, and a similar standard is dis­
played from her masthead. In some instances, the banners of ships 
were consecrated. Baldwin, Earl of Flanders (1204), had one, and 
Wilham the Conqueror, when he invaded England (1066), hoisted at 
the masthead of the Mora, the ship that conveyed him to its shores, 

1 Le Croix'. Military and ReligioUi Lite in the Middle Ages. 
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a square white banner. This banner was charged with a gold Cl'OSI! 

within a blue border, surmounted by another cross of gold, conse­

The )lora. 10CMl. 

crated by Pope Alexander II. 
expressly for the occasion. 
Her name, the Mi"a, or Mora, 
is supposed to mean Man­
sion. She was presented to 
the Conqueror by his duch­
ess as a parting gift. A pic­
ture of her, from which our 
illustration is drawn, is pre­
served on the Bayeux tapestry. 

Her sail is painted in three stripes; viz., red or brown, yellow, and red. 
All the ships of William's fleet were painted in horizontal stripes, dif­
ferently colored. The Mora was painted alternately brown aud blue. 

A variety of colors were borne by English ships in the fourteenth 
century. Besides the national banner of St. George, and the banner 
of the king's army (which, after the year 1340, consisted of three lions 
of England quartered with the arms of France, - azure semee of gold 
fleur-de-lis), every ship had pennoncels with the arms of St. George 
and two streamers charged with the image of the saint after whom 
she was called, if she had not a Christian name, the streamers con­
tained other charges. About 1346, one hundred and sixty pennoncels 
with the arms of St. George were made for ships. The standards of 
St. George had sometimes a leopard, i.e. the lion of England, in chief: 

In 1337, the St. Botolph and the St. Nicholas carried streamers 
with the images of those saints. These streamers were from fourteen 
to thirty-two ells long, and from three to five in breadth. Before the 
battle of Espagnols sur Mer, in 1350, two standards and two streamers 
were issued to all the kings ships, those called after saints having 
their effigies. Some of the other streamers were peculiar. That of 
the Jerusalem was white and red, and contained white dragons, green 
lozenges, and leopards' heads. That of the Edward had the king's 
arms with an E, and the streamer and banner of the ship appointed 
for the king's wardrobe was charged with his arms and a black key. 
Two gonfanons are stated to have once been supplied to ships, prob­
ably to distinguish the vessels that bore them, carrying ecclesiastics, 
from other vessels; also a streamer charged with a dragon. 

STREAMERS were considered warlike ensigns. One of the requi­
sitions made to the Mayor of Lyons by the French ambassadors 
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appointed to carry the treaty of Montreuil into effect, was, that the 
masters of ships belonging to Lyons, who were going to those ambas­
sadors in Hainault, should be forbidden to bear unusual streamers, or 
other signs of mortal war, until commanded to do so by the king, to 
avoid incurring the dangers mentioned in the eighth article of a con­
vention agreed to before Pope Boniface the Eighth, for settling some 
disputes between the French and the inhabitants of Lyons, and of 
other maritime towns of England and of Gascony. 

The banner of the admiral of a fleet was hoisted on board his ship; 
and when any eminent person was a passenger, his banner was also 
displayed. In 1337, Sir John Roos, admiral of the northern fleet, was 
sent to convey the Bishop of Lincoln and the Earls of Salisbury and 
Huntingdon on their return t.o England from a foreign mission; and 
the Christopher was furnished with banners of the arms of Sir John 
Roos, of the Bishop of Lincoln, and of the Earl of Salisbury. These 
banners were one ell and three-quarters long, and two cloths wide. 
The Christopher also received a banner of the king's arms, and two 
worsted standards,.which were nine ells long and three cloths wide. 

Besides streamers bearing a representation of the saint for whom a 
ship was named, his image was sent on board When Edward III. 
embarked in his Cog, the Thomas, in 1350, before the battle with the 
Spaniards, an image of St. Thomas was made for that vessel; and an 
image of Our Lady, captured in a ship at sea by John de Ryngeborne, 
was carefully conveyed from Westminster to Eltham, and there de­
livered to the king, February, 1376. Targets and pavises or large 
shields, great numbers of which were placed on every ship, were 
sometimes painted with the arms of St. George, or with an escutcheon 

of the king's arms within the garter. l 
On a manuscript relating the prin­

cipal events in the life of Richard 
Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, written 
by ,John Rous, a chanting priest of 
Guy's Cliff, there is a representation 
of a ship having a main and miz­
zen mast with t.he sail braced up for 
sailing on a wind, contrary to the ear­
lier pI'8.ctice of sailing always before 

8bJp of Ule Earl or Warwick, 1431. the wind The streamer does not fly 
in accordance with the angle of the sail; but this anomaly by the 
priestly artist may be supposed to have arisen from his desire to 

1 Sir N. Harrie Nicolas', History of the Royal Navy, voL ii. 
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make the best display of the armorial bearings on the sttumer. From 
the following bill, the original. of which is preserved in Dugdale's 
• Warwickshire,' it seems this streamer was made in 1437, viz.:-

.. These be the pa.rcells that Will Seburg, citizen and peyntour of London, 
hath delivered in the month of Juyn [July], the xv yeerof the reign of King 
Harry Sext [1437], to John Ray, taillour of the same city, for the use and 
stuff of my Lord Warwick. 

.. Item, for a grete Stremour for the ship of xl yords lenght, and 
vij. yerdes in brede, with a grete Bear and Gryfon holding a ragged 
~ poudrid full of ragged staves, and for a grete crosse of St. 
George, for the lymming and portraying 1. 6. 8 • 

.. Item, for a guiton for the shippe, of viij. yerdes long, poudrid 
full of ragged staves, for the lymming and workmanship O. 2. O • 

.. Item, iij. Pennons of satyn entreteyned with ragged staves, for 
the lymming full of ragged staves, price the piece, ijs, 3. 6. 0." 

The gryfon mentioned in this account does not appear on the 
streamer; probably it was painted on the side not seen; with this 
exception, the streamer of the ship is identified with that described 
in the bill, and shows that the ship was equipped July, 1437. The 
use of streamers was confined to ships, and is continued in the narrow 
or coach-whip pennants of modem ships of war. 

When Eustace, the monk, in 1217, put to sea from Calais with a 
fleet of eighty ships, besides galleys and smaller craft, intending to 
proceed up the Thames to London, and was descried off the coast of 
England, some one exclaimed, "Is there anyone among you who is 
this day ready to die for England 1" and was answered by another, 
"Here am I; II when the first speaker observed, " Take with thee an 
axe, and when thou seest us engaging the tyrant's ship, climb up the 
mast arid cut down the banner, that the other vessels may be dispersed 
for the want of a leader." We may infer from this that the French 
commander of a fleet carried a distinguishing banner. Yet nothing 
has been found showing that the English admiral in the reign of 
Edward II. bore any distinguishing ensign by day. As the admiral 
and his vice-admiral certainly carried distinguishing lights by night, 
it is extremely probable that his ship was indicated by hi.~ hanner at 
the masthead, which a.:,crrees with the fact that vessels were supplied 
with the banner of the admiral who sailed in them. In 1346, on an 
expedition a.:,aainst Normandy, Froissart says, Edward III. took the en­
sign from the Earl of Warwick, the admiral, and declared that he him­
self would be admiral on the voyage, and, running ahead, led the fleet. 

On a rou noble of Edward III., the king is represented as standing 
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on a ship which carries at its masthead a pennon of St. George.1 On 
a rose noble of Queen Elizabeth, her Majesty is seated in the ship, 
which is charged with a Tudor rose, and carries at the bow 11 banner 
bearing an initial letter, - a Gothic E. 

Henry VII. ordered built a great ship, such as had never been seen 
in England, which was finished in 1515, and called the Harry Grace de 

Dieu. A drawing 
of her, preserved in 
the Pepsian collec­
tion at Cambridge, 
England, shows her 
at anchor profuse­
ly decorated with 
twenty-five flags 
and standards. 
The ship haS four 
masts and the high 
poop and forecastle 
of those times. 
Each of the round 

The Harty Grace de Dleu, 1~16. tops at her lower 

and top masts' heads, and the bowsprit end (nine ill all), are furnished 
with a streamer or standard bearing a cross of St. George at the luff, 
with the ends divided longitudinally by a red and white stripe, the 
red in chief. At three of the mastheads are St. George ensigns, and 
on the principal mast a flag or standard blazoned with the royal arms, 
and having 1\ St. George cross in the fly. The poop, waist, and fore­
castle show a line of flags or banners, two of which are St. George flags 
with a blue fly bearing a fleur-de-lis, and one bearing 1\ rose, also two 
plain blue flags charged with a fleur-de-lis and rose. Four are striped 
horizontally red and white, aad four striped horizontally yellow and 
white. 

A drawing of the same ship under sail, given by Allen, exhibits 
a banner with the royal arms at the main masthead, a blue banner 
bearing a rose on the mast next abaft it, and St. George fI&.orrs, white 
with a red cross, at both the fore and mizzen mastheads. A large 
royal standard on the ensign staff at the poop, and seven streamers 

1 For & deecription of this 1'018 noble, see • The American Journal of Numismatics' 
lor Janaary, 1872, &lao Entick's • Naval History,' publishetl 1767. It was coined to 
uaert King Ed"anl'8 title to France, his dominion of the sea, nnd to commemorate his 
naval victory over the French fleet in 1340, - the greatest that hod ever been obtained 
at _ by the English, and the flrat wherein & king of England had commanded in perlOn, 

...00 wherein the French are said to hAve lost 30,000 men. 
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or standards of varions colors and devices are scattered about the 
rigging.1 

In the ancient picture preserved at Windsor Castle of the embar­
kation of Henry VIII. at Dover, May 31, 1520, the ship he is in­

supposed to be the 
Harry Grace de 
Dieu, or the Great 
Harry - is repre­
sented as sailing 
out of the harbor 
of Dover having 
her sails set. She 
has four masts, 
with two round 
tops to each mast, 
except the sho~ 
est mizzen; her 
sails and pennant.~ 
are of cloth of gold 
damasked. The 
royal standard of 
England is flying 

Ship of War 10 wbicb Beol'7 VI1l. ewll.lrked at Do ... er 10 1520. on each of the 

quarters of the forecastle, and the staff of each standard is surrounded 
by a fleur-de-lis, or; pennants are flying from the mastheads, and at 
each quarter of the deck is a standard of St. George's cross. Her 
quarters and sides, as also her tops, are fortified and decorated with 
heater-shaped shields charged differently with the cross of St. George 
azure, a fleur-de-lis or, party per pale argent, and 'Vert a union rose, and 
party per pale argent and 'VtTt a portcullis or, alternately and repeatedly. 

On the main deck the king is standing, richly dressed in a garment 
of cloth of gold edged with ermine, the sleeves crimson, and the jacket 
and breeches the same. His round bonnet is covered with a white 
feather laid on the upper side of the brim. On his right hand stands 
a person in a dark violet coat slashed wit.h black, with red stockings; 
and on his right three others, all evidently persons of distinction; 
behind them, the yeomen of the guard. Two trumpeters are seated 
on the edge of the quarter-deck, and the same number on the foreca,tle, 
sounding their trumpets. On the front of the forecastle and on the 

1 A retnm of the Royul Shippes at W ohridge in the 1st year of Edwd. VI. names 
the" Harry Grace a Dien, 1000 tons; SonlJ.iera, 3'9; Yanyners, 301; Gonners, 50 j 
Brass Pieces, 19; Iron Pieces, 103." 
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stem are painted, within a circle of the garter, the arms of France and 
England, supported by a lion and a dragon, being the supporters then 
used by Henry VIII. The same arms are repeated on the stern. On 
each side of the rudder is a port-hole, with a brass cannon; and on 
the siele of the main deck are two port-holes with cannon, and the 
same number under the forecastle. The figure on the ship's head 
seems meant to represent a lion, but is extremely ill carved. Under 
the ship's stem is a boat, having at her bow two standards of St. 
George's ClOSS, and the same at her stern, with yeomen of the guard 
and other persons in her. 

On the right of the Great Harry is a three-masted ship, having her 
sails furled, and broad pennants of St. George's cross flying. She has 
four royal standards on her forecastle. Between these two ships is 
a boat filled with a number of persons, having two pennants with 
armorial bearings at the bow, and two at the stern. 

These two ships are followed by three others, each having pen­
nants of St. George's cross flying, their sides and tops ornamented 
with shields. On the forecastle of the nearest of these ships three 
royal standards are visible, a fourth being hid by the foresail All 
these ships are crowded with passengers. Between these ships and 
the shore are· two boats carrying passengers on board the ships. 
In the stem of one of them is an officer dressed in green, slashed, 
holding up an ensign or ancient of five stripes, - white, green, red, 
white, and green, - the same as displayed from the nearest fort. I 

Francis I. had a magnificent carack constructed in Normandy, 
80 richly decorated, with such lofty decks and towers, that it was 
called the' Great Carack.' It was anchored in the roadstead of Havre 
de Grace, and was about to set sail at the head of a powerful fleet to 
meet the English monarch, when he was coming to the Field of the Cloth 
of Gold. On the eve of its departure, Francis I., desirous of inspecting 
the ship, went on board, accompanied by a numerous and a brilliant 
court. A collation had been prepared for him and his suite, the band 
was playing, salutes were thundering out in his honor, and he was in 
the midst of his inspection of the floating citadel, when an alarm was 
given, - a fire had broken out between decks, and before help could 
be efficiently rendered the whole of the rigging was in flames. In a 
few hours all that remained of the Great Carack was an immense 
hull half consumed &earound on the beach, upon which the sea was 
casting up the corpses of those of its crew who were killed by the 
discharges of its cannons during the progress of the conflagration.1I 

I Chamock'.lIarine Architecture. I La Croix's Middle Ages. 
8 
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An engraving prefixed to Heywood's description of the Sovereign of 
the Seas, built in 1637 by order of Charles I., and which « was just as 
many tons burthen as the year of our Lord in which she was built," 
shows that famous ship with four masts. A white ensign, cantoned 
with a St. George's Cl'088, flies from a staff on her bowsprit, and a st. 
George flag at the fore. A banner, blazoned with the JOyal arms, is 
at the main, and the union jack of 1606 at the mast next abaft.! 

A picture of the same ship, painted by Vandevelde, exhibits her 
with only three masts, and under sail, with a union jack at the bow­

sprit. A banner, 
bearing the royal 
arms and support­
ers, is on the en­
sign staff, and flags 
at the fore and 
mizzen mastheads 
are blazoned with 
the crown and roy­
al cypher sur­
rounded by the 
gaIter and mottoes 
on ribbons. 

Vessels in the 
The Soverelgo of the Seu, 1637, b1 V &Ddevelde. 

Middle Ages, as in 
ancient times, frequently had golden-colored and purple sails. The 
sails of seigniorial ships were generally brilliantly emblazoned with 
the coat-of-arms of the seignior; the sails of merchant vessels and of 
fishing-boats, with the image of a saint, the patron figure of the Virgin, 
a pious legend, a sacramental word, or a sacred sign, intended to exor­
cise evil spirits, who played no inconsiderate part in the superstitions 
of those who went down in ships upon the great watel'S, - a custom 
which is still kept alive by the maritime people of China and Japan. 
Different kinds of sails were· originally employed to make signals at 
sea; but flags soon began to be used for this purpose. A single flag, 
having a different meaning, according to its position, Oluinarily sufficed 
to transmit all necessary orders in the daytime. At night, its place 
was taken by lighted beacons. These flags, bannel'S, standards, and 
pennants, most of them embroidered with the arms of a town, a sov-

1 .. A true description of His Majesty's royal ship, built this year, 1637, at Woolwich, 
in Kent, to tho Glory of the English Nation, and not to be paralleled in the "'hole 
Christian world," by Thomas Heywood; to which is prefixed a Portrait of the Ship • 
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ereign, or an admiral, were· made of light stuffs, taffeta, or satin; 
sometimes square, sometimes triangular, sometimes forked, each had. 
its own use and significance, either for the embellishment of the ves­
sel's appearance, or to assist in manceuvring. The galleys were pro­
vided with a smaller kind of pennant, which was put up at the prow, 
or fastened to the handle of each oar. These were purely for orna­
mental' purposes, and were often trimmed with golden or silk fringes. 

Amongst the most celebrated fll1o"8 and standards of the French 
navy was the baucents, a name that recalls the banner of the Knights 
Templar, These flags of red taffeta, sometimes sprinkled with gold. 
were only employed in the most merciless wars j for, says a document 
of 1292, «they signified certain death and mortal strife to all sailors 
everywhere." It is related of Philip the Bold, of Burgundy, in his 
preparation for the invasion of England, 1404, his ship Was painted 
outside in blue and gold, and there were three thousand standards with 
his motto, assumed, no doubt, for the occasion, but which he after­
ward always retained: "Moltlt me tarde." It was also embroidered on 
the sails of his ships, encircled by a wreath of daisies, in compliment 
to his wife. In 1570, Marco Antonio Colonna hoisted on his flag-gal­
ley a pennant of crimson damask, which bore on both sides a Christ 
on the cross, between St. Peter and St. Paul, with the Emperor Con­
stantine's motto, "In 'we signo fJi1U:e8." The banner which Don Juan 
of Austria received at Naples, on the 14th of April, 1571, with the 
staff of supreme command over the Christian League, was made of 
crimson damask, fringed with gold, on which were embroidered, be­
aides the arms of the prince a crucifix, with the arms of the Pope, 
those of the Catholic king, and of the Republic of Venice, united by a 
chain, symbolical of the union of the three powers "",lY8.inst the Turk." 

A ship on the tapestry of the House of Lords, which has been de­
stroyed by fire, exhibited the royal standard at the main, swallow­
tailed banners at the Core and mizzen, and a St. George ensign. 

I n a very old representation of the fight with the Spanish Armada, 
on the coast of England, all the ships wear ensigns, flags, and streamers. 

The Venetian galleys of the fourteenth century carried blue banners 
and ensigns, blazoned with the winged lion and book of St. Mark, Dr. 

A manuscript in the British Museum, of the time of Henry VIII., 
assigning directions relative to the size of banners, standards, &0., 
says: .. A streamer shall stand in the toppe of a sbippe, or in the fore 
castle, and therein be putt no armes, but in mans conceit or device, 
and may be of the lengthe of twenty, thirty, forty, or sixty yardes, 
and it is slitte as well as a SUyd homme or standarcie, and that may 
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a gentler man or any other have and beare." This answers to the 
description of the modem coach-whip pennant, used to denote the com­
mander of a single ship of war. 

When William, Prince of Orange, sailed for England, on the 21st 
of October, 1688, with five hundred sail, he carried the flag of Eng­
laud aud his owu arms, with this motto: "I tDill maintain the Prot­
estant lkligiJm, and tlu Libertiu of England." 

SOVEREIGNTY OF THE SEA. - STRIKING FLAGS. 

As early as the reign of King John, England claimed the sover­
eignty of the nalTOW seas sUlTOunding her little island, and in the 
second year of his reign, 1200, it was declared by the Ordinance of 
Hastings. so called from the place where it bore date," That if any 
lieutenant of the king's fleet, in any naval expedition, do meet with 
on the sea any ships or vessels, laden or unladen. that will not vail 
and lower their sails at the command of the lieutenant of the king, 
or the king's admiral, or his lieutenant, but shall fight with them of 
the fleet, such, if taken, shall be reputed as enemies, and their ships, 
vessels, and goods be seized, and forfeited as the goods of enemies, not­
withstanding any thing that the masters or owners thereof mayafter­
wards come and alledge of such ships, vessels, "and goods, being the 
goods of those in amity with our lord the king; and that tbe common 
sailors on board the same shall be punished for their rebellion with 
imprisonment of their bodies at discretion." 1 

In the reign of Mary, 1554, a Spanish fleet of one hundred and 
sixty sail, having Philip, their king, on board, to espouse Queen Mary, 
fell in with that of England, of twenty-eight sail, under the command 
of Lord William Howard, lord high admiral, in the nalTOW seas. 
Philip had the flag of Spain flying at the maintop-masthead, and 
would have passed the English fleet without paying the customary 
honors, had not the English admiral fired a shot at the Spanish ad­
miral, and forced the whole jlut to strike their colors and lower their 
topsails as an homage to the English flag. before he would permit his 
squadron to salute the Spanish prince. 

In the reign of James I., in 1604, a dispute haling arisen between 
the English and Dutch with respect to the compliment of the flag, a 
fleet was sent to sea under the command of Sir William Monson, who, 
on his arrival in the Downs. discovered a squadron of Dutch men-of­
war, whose admiral, on Sir William Monson's passing their squadron, 

I Kent', BiOI. Nau., \'01.t; Burchet'. NaYal History; :Macaulay. 
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strock his flag three times. The English admiral, not satisfied with 
the compliment, persisted in his keeping it struck during his cruise on 
the English coast. 

November, 1625, Sir Robert Mansell fell in with six French men­
of-war on the coast of Spain, and obliged their admiral to strike his 
flag, and pay him the usual compliments. 

In 1629, the various disputes constantly arising respecting the 
honor of the flag, which the English claimed, induced Hugo Grotius to 
write a treatise called ' Mare Liberum,' on the futility of the English 
title to the dominion of the sea, which he considered was a gift from 
God common to all nations. 

When Sir John Pennington carried the Duke of Hamilton into 
Germany, in 1631, the Dutch ships which he met with in the Baltic 
Sea made no difficulty in striking their flags to him; and the same 
respect was paid by the Dutch admirals in the Mediterranean. 

In 1634, Mr. Selden wrote a treatise in answer to Grotius, called 
• Mare Clausum,' in which he asserted that Britons" have :m hereditary 
and uninterrupted right to the sovereignty of their seas, conveyed to 
them from their ancestors, in trust for their latest posterity." A copy 
of this book was ordered by the king" to be kept in the Court of 
Admiralty, there to remain as a just evidence of our dominion of 
the sea. " ...; A proclamation was published the same year, asserting the 
BOvereignty of the sea, and to regulate the manner of wearing the flag. 

In 1635, at the blockade of Dunkirk, the admiral of Holland 
always struck his flag to any English ship of war which came within 
sight. The same year, the combined fleets of F~nce and Holland 
vauntingly gave out that they intended to assert their independence, 
and dispute that prerogative which the English claimed in the 
narrow seas; but as 800n as they were informed an English fleet of 
Corty ships was at sea, and in search of them, they quitted the Eng­
lish coast and returned to their own. 

On the 20th of August, 1636, the Dutch vice-admiral, Van Dorp, 
saluted the English admiral, the Earl of Northumberland, by lowering 
his topsails, striking his flag, and firing of guns; and the same year, 
on the Earl's retnrn to the Downs, he discovered twenty-six sail of 
Spaniards from Calais, bound to Dunkirk, who, on their own coast, 
npon his approach, paid him like marks of respect. 

In the same ship (The Happy Entrance), Sir George Cartaret, the 
same year, carried the Earl of Arundel to Helvoet Sluice, where Van 
Tromp, the Dutch admiral, was then riding at anchor, who took in his 
flag, although Sir George wore none, and saluted him with seven 
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guns; but« in regard he was in a harbor of the States General, he 
hoisted it a.:,oain." 

A French ship of war at Fayal, the same year (1636). struck her 
ftag, and kept it in while a British ship of war was in sight j and 
another French ship of war, coming out of Lisbon, struck her topsails 
to Sir Richard Plumbly. 

The memorable war with Holland, in 1652, was occasioned by 
Commodore Young's having fired upon a Dutch man-of-war, on the 
14th of May, 1652, which had refused the accustomed honor of the flag. 
Young first sent a boat on board the Dutchman to persuade him to 
strike. The Dutch captain very honestly replied, that" the States bad 
to take oft' his head if he struck." Upon this the fight began, and 
the enemy were soon compelled to submit. There were present two 
other ships of war and about twelve merchantmen, none of which in­
terfered j nor, after the Dutch ships had taken in their fla.:,crs, did Com­
modore Young attempt to make any prizes.1 

On the 4th of April, 1654, a peace was concluded between England 
and Holland, by which the Dutch consented to acknowledge the sov­
ereignty of the sea to the English. 

.. That the ships of the Dutch, as well ships of war as others, meet­
ing any of the ships of war of the English Commonwealth in the 
British seas, shall strike their flags and lower their topsail, in such 
manner as hath ever been at any time heretofore practised under any 
forms of government." 

This is the first instance of England's establishing her right by a 
formal treaty.' 

In 1673, an order was issued to the commanders of his Majesty's 
ships of war, that in future they were not to require from the ships 
of war of France the striking of the flag or topsail, or salute; neither 
were they to give any salute to those of the Christian king.· 

On the 9th of February, 1704, another treaty was made with Hol­
land, which stipulated that any Dntch ships of war or others meeting 
those of the King of Great Britain, .. in any of the seas from Cape 
Finisterre to the middle point of tbe land Van Staten, in Nonvay, 
shall strike their topsail and lower their flag, in the same manner and 
with the like testimony of respect as has been usually paid at any 
time or place heretofore by the Dutch ships to those of the king or 
his ancestors." 

1 Burchet'. Naval History; Naval Biography. London, 1800. 
I Anderson'. Origin or Commerce, voL ii. 
• Memoirs relating to the Navy. 
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In 1704, a dispute arose at Lisbon respecting the ceremony of the 
flag, in which the English admiral, Sir George Rooke, the King of 
Spain, and the King of Portugal, were participators. The King of Por­
tugal required that on his coming on board. the admiral's ship in his 
barge of state, and striking his standard, the English flag might be 
struck at the same time; and that when his Catholic Majesty, with 
himself, should go off from the ship, his standard might be hoisted, 
and the admiral's flag continued struck until they were on shore. 
This proposition was made from the King of Portugal to the King of 
Spain. The admiral replied, "That his Majesty, 80 long as he should 
be on board, might command the flag to be struck when he pleased; 
but that whenever he left the ship, he was himself admiral, and 
obliged to execute his commission by immediately hoisting his flag." 
"So the flag of England was no longer struck, than the standard of 
Portugal"l 

Only six years before our Revolutionary war, viz. in 1769, a French 
frigate anchored in the Downs, without paying the customary sa­
lute, and Captain John Hollwell, of the Apollo frigate, sent an officer 
on board to demand it. The French captain refused to comply; 
upon which Captain Hollwell ordered the Hawke sloop of war to 
fire two shots over her, when the Frenchman thought proper to strike 
his colors and salute. 

Falconer's • Dictionary,' published the same year, contains the reg­
ulations of the royal navy with regard to salutes, and says: .. All foreign 
ships of war are expected to take in their flag and strike their topsails 
in acknowledgment of his Majesty's sovereignty in his Majesty's seas; 
and. if they refuse, it is enjoined to all flag-officers and commanders 
to use their utmost endeavors to compel them thereto, and not suffer 
any dishonor to be done his Majesty." II And it is to be observed in 
his Majesty's seas his Majesty's ships are in no wise to strike to any; 
and that in other parts no ship is to strike her flag or topsail to any 
foreigner, unless such foreign ship shall have first struck, or at the 
same time strike, her flag or topsail to his Majesty's ship." 

Instances of British arrogance in claiming this sovereignty of the 
narrow seas could be multiplied. 

The present rule for ships of the United States meeting the flag­
ships of war of other nations at sea, or in foreign parts, is for the 
United States vessel to salute the foreign ship first, if she be com-

1 Campbell', Lives or the Admimls, voL iii.; JaDles's Naval History; J..ediard's 
Naval History; Entick's Naval History; Burchet's Naval History; Harris's Hist. Royal 
lia., ; Schomberg's Naval Chronology, &c. 
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manded by an officer his superior in rank, and he receives assurance 
that he will receive gun for gun in return. The national flag of the 
vessel saluted is displayed at the fore and the jib, hoisted at the first 
gun and hauled down at the last. 

"No vessel of the navy is to lower her sails or dip her colors to 
another vessel of the navy; but should a foreign vessel, or merchant 
vessel of the United States, dip her colors or lower her sails to any 
vessel of the navy, the compliment shall be instantly returned. n 

THE STANDARDS OF SYMBOLIC MASONRY. - STANDARD OF 
THE INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS. - STAND­
ARDS OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR AND KNIGHTS OF ST. 
JOHN. 

STANDARDS OF SYMBOLIC MASONRY. - The standard designated as 
the principal or general standard of symbolic masonry is described 
as follows:-

The escutcheon or shield on the banner is divided into four com­
partments or quarters by a green cross, over which a narrower one 
of the same length of limb, and of a yellow color, is placed, forming 
what is called a cross wrt, voided or j each of the compartments 
formed by the limits of the cross is occupied by a different device. 
In the first quarter is placed a golden lion in a field of blue, to repre­
sent the standard of the tribe of Judah; in the second, a black ox 
on a field of gold, to represent Ephraim; in the third, a man in a field 
of gold, to represent Reuben; and in the fourth, a golden eagle on a 
blue ground, to represent Dan. Over all is placed on a crest an ark 
of the covenant, and the motto is, .. Holif1.U8 to the Lord." Besides 
this, there are six other standards proper to be borne in processions, 
the material of which must be white bordered with a blue fringe or 
ribbon, and on each of which is inscribed one of the following words: 
F AlTH, HOPE, CHARITY, WISDOM, STRENGTH, BEAUTY. 

In the royal arch degree, as recognized in the U oited States, there 
are five standards'-

The royal arch standard, for commandery use, is of scarlet silk, 
usually twelve by eighteen inches, with painted quarterings; viz., a 
lion, a priest, a bull, and an eagle. 

The royal arch captain cames a white standard, emblematic of 
purity of heart and rectitude of conduct. 

The standard of the master of the third vail is scarlet, emblematic 
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of fervency and zeal, and is the appropriate color of the royal arch 
degree. 

The standard of the master of the second vail is purple, which is 
emblematic of union, being a due mixture of blue and scarlet, the 
appropriate colors of the symbolic and royal arch degrees; and this 
teaches to cultivate the spirit of harmony and love between brethren 
of the symbolic and companions of the sublime degrees, which should 
ever distinguish the members of a society founded upon the principle 
of everlasting truth and universal philanthropy. 

The standard of the master of the first vail is blue, the peculiar 
color of the ancient craft or symbolic degrees, which is emblematic of 
universal friendship and benevolence. 

In the royal arch degrees, as practised in the chapters of England, 
twelve standards are used, illustrating the twelve tribes of Israel, 
which are as follows: 1 -

1. Judah, scarlet, a lion couchant. 
2. Issachar, blue, an ass. 
3. Zebulon, purple, a ship. 
•• Reuben, red, a man. 
5. Simeon, yellow, a sword. 
6. Gad, white, a troop of horsemen. 
7. Ephraim, green, an ox. 

8. Manasseh, flesh color, a vine by 
the side of a wall. 

9. Benjamin, green, a wolt 
10. Dan, grecn, an eagle. 
11. Asher, purple, a cup. 
12. Naphtali, blue, a hind. 

The rabbins suppose that the standards of the Jewish tribes were 
flags bearing figures, derived from the comparisons used by Jacob in 
his prophetic blessing to his sons. Genesis xlix.1 

The following-described banners are used in the lodges of the 
United States, viz,:-

TIu PerM'll. banner, twelve by eighteen inches, with a sun and rays 
on the upper half, and three crescents on the lower half. This banner 
is usually blue. 

1 Kacoy's Cyclopedia of Masonry. 
2 In removing Cleopatra'. Needle, at Alexandria, Egypt, from ita baBe for transpor­

tation to the United States, in the latter part of 1879, Lieut.-Commander Gorringe, 
U, S. N" made the interesting discovery of the following masonic emblema under ita baBe ; 
Yb., a block of hewn ayenite granite, 40 inches in the cube, representing a perfect masonic 
altar. Under thiB a white marble slab, representing the apron, 102 inches 10llg and iii 
inches brood and 251 inches thick, the upper half hewn into a perfect aquare. At the 
ame level, and in the weat angle of the foundation, another block of syenite grallite, 
markedly regular in form. the Inl'face of which represented rough ashlar &tepa, and 
the foundation of which was composed of white grallite. Besides these four pieces 
were other lese noticeable but eqoa11y significant emblema. -.&stem JOlInuU, Jan. 22, 
1880. 
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.A. white triJk banner. Motto at top, " The will oj God j" a Maltese 
cross in the centre; a lamb and small pennant below. The Cl'088 on 
staff composed of four passion crosses . 

.A. white Ifilk banner, as above, with cock, shield, spear, sword, and 
trumpet, also an axe. 

.A. whitt: triJk banner, with a nine-pointed star; in the centre of the 
star a Maltese cross, surrounded by the motto, " 1I.ez .Rcqttim Dominus 
DoJllinorum." 1 

The regulation grand Btandard oj 'nUlsonic knightluJ(xl (Knights 
Templar) is of white silk, six feet in height and five feet in width, 
made tripartite at the bottom, fastened at the top to the crossbar by 
nine rings. In the centre of the standard a blood-red passion cross, 
edged with gold, over which is the motto, "In hoc Bigno 'Vi1l.Clll," and 
under, "Non. nobis Dontini, 71on. n.obis sed nomini trw cia Gloria,1Il.!" 
The cross is four feet long and seven inches wide. On the top of the 
staff is a gilded ball or globe four inches in diameter, surmounted by 
a patriarchal cross twelve inches in height. 

The grand standard oj the ancient and accepted &oteish rite is of 
silk, three and a half feet long by two and a half wide, edged with gold, 
gold fringe, and tassels. In the centre a double-headed eagle, under 
which, on a blue scroll, the motto, "Deus Meumq'lt6 Jt(,8." In the 
upper part of a triangle irradiated over the crowned heads of the 
eagle are the figures 33 in the centre.2 

The standard oj the Red Cross Knights is a green silk banner, 
suspended by nine rings on a stretcher. In the centre of the ban­
ner is a Geneva cross within a six-pointed star, with this motto 
around it, "MagM est 'IJe1"itas et prtualebit." A trefoil cross heads 
the staff. 

Another standard is a green ~i1k flag, with triple triangles, and a 
passion cross in the centre of each triangle; a trophy below, com­
posed of a spear, two crossed swords, a trowel, trumpet, and sash 
grouped. On the sash, " Venici Imp. Tj·ata." A Geneva-shaped cross 
on the top of the staff.l 

SUNDARI' OF THE INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS OF TIlE 

UNITED STATES. - At a meeting of the Grand Lodge of the United 
States, held in Baltimore, September, 1868, a committee, consisting 
of William E. Ford, of Massachusetts, .Joseph B. Escavaille, and Fred. 
D. Stuart, submitted the following design for a flag, to be the flag of 

1 Letter or HorstlUan Brothers.lt Co., Philadelphia, Jan. 8, 1880. 
I Macay's Cyclopedia or Masoury. 
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the order at the approaching celebration of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the introduction of Odd Fellowship on this continent: -

"Ruolutd, That the R. W. Grand Lodge adopt for an Odd Fellow8' flag 
the pattern or design presented by the 8pecial committee appointed for that 
purpose; to wit, «the flag to be manufactured of white material, either 
bunting, satin, or cotton cloth, 88 may be selected by those desiring one. 
The proportion8 to be 11-19 of the length to the width. The emblem8 to con­
sist of the throe links, to be placed in the centre of the flag, with the letters 
I. O. O. F., to be painted or wrought in scarlet color, and trimmed with 
material of the same color. Wherever the flag is to be used by the encamp­
ments there should be added two crooks.' 

"R~MJlfltCi, That the R. W. Grand Corresponding and Recording Secretary 
be and he is hereby instructed to procure a flag of suitable aize and proporti01l8 
88 above described for this Grand Lodge, to be used for the first time at the 
celebration of our fiftieth anniversary, on the 26th of April, and in addition 
to the emblems add the letters G. L U. S." 

Mr. Havenner, of the District of Columbia, proposed that after the 
letters I. O. O. F. in the resolution there should be inserted, .. and the 
name of the State, District, or Territory using it;" and Mr. Ross 
of New Jersey moved further to amend, by adding that the letters 
"I. O. O. F. and F. L. T. may be inserted in the links." These amend­
ments were agreed to, and the flag as thus amended adopted, Friday, 
Sept. 25, 1868. 

At the meeting of the Grand Lodge in Chicago, September, 1871, 
it was voted that the crooks should be "painted or wrought in purple." 

It was subsequently proposed that this flag should be only used 

KnI&ht oIliaitL I 

for grand lodges and encampments, and that 
the subordinate lodges and encampments 
should have a smaller flag, - of scarlet, if 
only a lodge, and of purple, if an encamp­
ment; but it was considered by a select 
committee of ti ve, reported Bocra.inst, and voted 
unnecessary. 

TOE HOSPITALLERS, OR KNIGHTS OF ST. 

JOHN OF JERUSALEM, RHODES, AND OF MALTA. 

- As early as the middle of the eleventh 
century some merchants of Amalfi obtained 
from the Caliph of ~"ypt permission to 

I Fac·simiJe or a wood.cut in JOIIt Ammans, • Cieri Toitus Romanle Ecclcsi19 Hilbitus.' 
4to. Frankfort, 1585. 
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build a hospital at Jerusalem, which they dedicated to St. John, and 
in which they received and sheltered the poor pilgrims who visited 
the Holy Land. Godfrey de Bouillon and his successors encouraged 
this charitable institution, and bestowed upon it large donations. 
Pierre Gerard, a native of Provence, proposed to the brothers who 
managed the hospital to renounce the world, to don a regular dress, 
and to form an uncloistered monastic order, under the name of the 
Hospital/ers. Pope Pascal II. appointed Gerard director of the new 
institution, which he formally authorized, took the HospitaUers under 
his protection, and granted them many privileges. 

Driven out of Jerusalem by Saladin in 1191, they transferred their 
hospital to Margat, until the capture of Acre, in which they took part 
in 1192, when they established themselves there, and took the name 
of' Knights of St. John of Acre.' Driven from their new residence by 
the Infidels, by permission of the King of Cyprus they established the 
central house of their order in the town of Limisso. Heavily taxed 
by the King of Cyprus at Limisso, and having to defend themselves 
from the Saracens, in 1306 the Hospitallers laid siege to Rhodes, 
which, after an investment of four years, was taken by assault in 1310, 
and thence became their home, and gave to them the title of' Knights 
of Rhodes' for wore than two centuries, or until 1522, when, Rhodes 
being taken by Solyman, they retired into Candia, thence into Sicily, 
and in 1530 removed to the Island of Malta, which was ceded to 
them by Charles V., and became the definitive residence of the order; 
thenceforward they assumed the title of • Knights of Malta.' The 

Bo.pitalJer'a Standard. 

Emperor Paul of Uussia declared himself grand 
master of the order, June, 1799; and the Czar 
of Russia has continued to be the grand master 
and patron of the order to the present time. 
The banner of the Hospitallers of St. John of 
Jerusalem was black, and charged with a white 
or silver cross of eight points. 

Every country in Europe furnished its quota 
to the Order 0/ Alalta, which entirely replaced 
that of St. John, and was divided into eight 
tongues or nations, each under the direction of 
a grand prior. The regular dress of the order 
consisted in each nation of a black robe, with 

a pointed cape of the same color; on the left sleeve of each robe was 
a cross of white linen of eight points, typical of the eight beatitudes 
they were always supposed to possess, and which, according to a man-
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uscript preserved in the library of the arsenal, were: 1. Spiritual 
contentment j 2. A life free from malice j 3. Repentance for sins; 
4. Meekness under suffering; 5. A love of justice j 6. A merciful dis­
position; 7. Sincerity and frankness of heart; and, 8. A capability of 
enduring persecution. At a later period, the regulations permitted the 
knight to wear an octagonal golden cross inlaid with white enamel, 
and suspended from the breast with black watered ribbon. This badge 
was decorated so as to distinguish the country of the bearer; namely, 
Germany, by an imperial crown and eagle j France, the crown and 
fleur-de-lis, &c. 

All the insignia of the order were symbols. The pointed black 
mantle with its peaked cape, worn only on occasions of solemn cere­
mony, was typical of the robe of camel's hair worn by St. John the 
Baptist, the patron of the order; the cords which fastened the mantle 
about the neck and fell over the shoulder were significant of the pas­
sion our Saviour suffered with such calmness and resignation; the 
girdle around his waist signified he was bound for the future by the 
vows of the order j the golden spurs on his heels were emblems that 
he was bound to fly wherever honor called him, and to trample under 
his feet the riches of this world. At his initiatiou, the knight bran­
dished his sword around his head in token of defiance of the unbe­
lievers, and returned it to its scabbard, first passing it under his arm 
as if to wipe it, as a symbol that he intended to preserve it free from 
stain. 

In time of battle, the members wore a red doublet embroidered 
with an eight-pointed cross, and over it a black mantle with a white 
C1'OS8. 

The KNIGHTS TEMPLAR originated twenty years after the estab­
lishment of the Hospitallers, in the piety of nine French knights, who 
in 1118 followed Godfrey de Bouillon to the Crusades. They were 
suppressed March 22, 1312. Baldwin II. granted them a dwelling 
within the temple walls, a circumstance which gave them the name of 
• Templars,' or 'Knights of the Temple.' At first they led a simple 
and regular life, and, contenting themseh-es with the humble title of 
U Poor Soldiers of Jesus Christ," their charity and devotion obtained 
for them the sympathy of the kings of Jerusalem and the Eastern 
Christians, who made them frequent and considerable donations. In 
the first nine years of their existence, from 1118 to 1127, the Templars 
admitted no strangers to their ranks j but their number having nev­
ertheless considerably increased, they soon preferred a request to the 
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Holy See to ratify their order. At the Council of Troyes, in 1128, 
Hugues de Payens, with five of his companions, presented the letters 

that the brotherhood 

A Knight Temp\ar. 

had received from the 
Pope and the Patriarch 
of Jerusalem, together 
with the certificate of 
the founding of their 
order. Cardinal Mat­
thew, who presided 
over the council, grant­
ed them an authentic 
confirmation of their 
order; and a special 
code was drawn up for 
them under the guid­
ance of St. Bernard. 

St. Bernard, describ­
ing the Knights Tem­
plar in their early 
days, says: "They lived 
without any thing they 
could call their own; 
not even their fair wilL 
They are generally 
simply dressed, and 
covered with dust, 
their faces embrowned 
with the burning sun, 
and a fixed, severe ex­
pression. On the eve 
of battle, they arm 

themselves with faith within and steel without: these are their only 
decoration; and they use them with valor, in the greatest perils 
fearing neither the number nor the strength of the barbarians. 
Their whole confidence is placed in the God of armies, and fighting 
for his cause they seek death. Oh, happy way of life, in which 
they can await death without fear, desire it with joy, and receive 
it with assurance I" The oath they took on their entrance, found 
in the archives of the Abbey of AccohBo~ in Aragon, was as fol­
lows:-
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"I swear to consecrate my words, my arms, my strength, and my 
life to the defence of the mysteries of the faith and that of the unity 
of God. I also promise to be submissive and obedient to the Grand 

Master of the Order. Whenever it is needful, 
I will cross seas to fight. I will give help 
against all infidel kings and princes; and, in 
the presence of three enemies, I will not fiy, 
but fight, if they are infidels." 

The Templars were bound to go to mass 
three times a week, and to communicate thrice 
a year. They wore a white robe, symbolical 
of purity, to which Pope Eugenius III. added 
a red cross, to remind them of their oaths to 
be always ready to shed their blood in de­
fence of the Christian religion. Their rules 

A Teml'lar In Travelling Dreu.1 were of great austerity. They prescribed 
perpetual exile, and war for the holy places to the death. The 
Knights were to accept every combat, however outnumbered they 
might be, to ask no quarter, and to give no ransom. The unbelievers 
dreaded no enemy so much as these poor soldiers of Christ, of whom 

A Knights Templar 
Standard. 

it was said that they possessed the gentleness of 
the lamb and the patience of the hermit, united 
to the courage of the hero and the strength of the 
lion. 

The Knights Templar carried at their head 
their celebrated standard, called the ' beauceant,' 
or 'seant,' which bore the motto, "Nrm 'Mbis, 
Domine, nrm 'Mbis, sed nomini tu,o da glorial1&;" 2 

and after this they marched to battle reciting 
prayers, having first received the holy sacrament. 
It was in 1237 that the knight who carried the 
beauceant in an action when the MU8sulmans 
had the advantage, held it raised above his head 
until his conquerors, with redoubled blows, had 
pierced his whole body and cut oft' both his hands. 

The beauceant was of woollen or silk stuff, six feet in height and 
five feet in width, and tripartite at the bottom, fastened at the top to 
the crossbar by nine tings. The upper half of the standard was 

I FIIC.aimUe (rom Jost Ammans, • CIeri Toitus Romanre Eccleaire Habitus.' Frank· 
fort, 1585. 

I "Not to ua, Lord, l10t to us, but to tby name ascribe the v)ory." 
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black, and the lower half white. The illustration of this standard is 

TheBeau_to 

as it is represented in the Temple Church, at Lon­
don. They also displayed above their formidable 
lance a second banner of their own colors, white, 
charged with a red cross of the order, of eight 
points. 

In 1309, the Knights Templar were suppressed, 
and by a papal bull, dated April 3, 1312, their order 
was abolished. Numbers of the order were tried, 
condemned, and burnt alive or hanged, 1308-10; 
and it suffered great persecutions throughout Eu­
rope; eighty-eight were burnt at Paris, 1310. The 
grand master, De Molay, was burnt alive at Paris, 
March, 1314. 

ANCIENT MILITARY STANDARDS. - THE EGYPTIAN, GRE­
CIAN, HEBREW, ASSYRIAN, PERSIAN, STANDARDS. 

OF STANDARDS. 

ANCIENT MIUTARY STANDARDS consisted of a symbol carried on a 
pole. In more modem times, they were the largest and most important 
flags borne. Fixed on the tops of towers or elevated places, or on plat­
forms, and always the rallying-point in battle, they obtained the name 
of 'standards,' from being stationary. Ducange derives the name from 
standarum or stanta.1"wm, standardum, standate, used in corrupt Latin 
to signify the principal flag in an army. Menage derives it from the 
German stander, or English stand. The standard might or might not 
have a banner attached to it. Although now the two words are used 
by custom without distinction, it is nevertheless true there might be 
a thousand banners in the field, but there could be but one standard 
of the king. 

EGYPTIA.~ STANDARDS. - The Egyptians consid­
ered Osiris, the eldest son of the Nile, as their 
first king, and believed that his soul ascended 
into the sun, and adored him in that planet. His 
sister and wife, Isis, remained queen after his death, 
and established female power in Egypt. At her 
death she was reputed to have made her resurrec-

lila. tion into the moon with her son Orus, the god of 
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The invention of standards is attributed, with great · probability, to 
the Egyptians, as they had the earliest organized military forces of 
which we have any knowledge, and it is equally probable that the 
Hebrews obtained the idea, or at least the use, of ensigns from the 
Egyptians. The wandering tribes of shepherds who conquered Egypt 
set one of their pastoral chiefs as king on the throne of Osiris. This 
warlike shepherd introduced into Egypt the annual oblation of an 
unblemished lamb or kid, sacred to their conductor, the Angel GabIiel, 
and bore a lamb as his standard. 

When the Egyptians recovered their in­
dependence, under chieftains styled Pharo, 
or revenger, the lamb on their standards, 
arms, and coins was superseded by the 
face of Pharo, but the oblation of the lamb 
was continued. The illustration represents 
a group of ~"YPtian standards as they 
were used in the army in the time of Pha­
raoh. 

According to Diodorus, the Egyptians 
I!WIduda of Pbanoh. carried an animal at the end of a spear 

as their standard Sir G. Wilkinson, in his work on the 'Ancient 

• 
l 
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Egyptians,' speaking of their armies, says: U Each battalion, and 
indeed each company, had its particular standard, which represented 
a sacred subject, a king's name, a sacred boat, an animal, or SODle 

emblematical device." Among the Egyptian standards there also 
appear standards which resemble at the top a round-headed table­
knife or an expanded semicircular fan. Another of their ancient 
standards was an eagle stripped of its feathers, - the emblem of the 
Nile. 

GREEK STAYDARDS. - The Greeks set up a piece of armor at 
the end of a spear as a rallying signal, and Homer makes Aga­
memnon use a purple vail with which to rally his men. 

A white horse was the standard of Cecropia, 
founded by Cecrops, the chieftain of an Egyptian 
colony. This badge recalled that the finest white 
horse had been brought by sea from Egypt into 
Greece. The tradition of the white horse arriving 
by sea was arranged into a sacred pedigree; viz., 

Tbe Bone and tbeO_ Neptune created a white war-horse to endow 
looppel'. Athens. This swift animal was given to Mars. the 

god of war. for the defence of the country and the standard of Attica. 
The aborigines of Attica styled themselves the children of the earth, 
and boasted to be spnmg from the soil; therefore they distinguished 
them.'lelves from aliens by wearing in their hair a grasshopper of gold 
or silver, to signify that. like that insect, they were produced from the 
ground. The golden grasshopper was granted to any Athenian who 
had rendered the country eminent service, and was later assumed by 
the nobles of Athens. and it became a badge of Greek nobility. The 
Athenians also bore an owl. the emblem of Minerva. and the olive. on 
their standards. Other nations of Greece carried effigies of their 
tutelary gods and their particularly chosen symbols on the end of a 
spear. The Thessalonians adored the immortal sorrel horse Xanthus, 
who spoke to his master Achilles. The Corinthians bore a winged 
hone, or Pegasus. on their standard; the Messenians, the letter Hj the 
Lacedemonians, the letter L, in Greek, A. Alexander the Great. when 
he began to claim for himself a divine origin. caused a standard to be 
prepared, inscribed with the title of Son of Ammon. and planted it 
near the image of Hercules, which. 88 that of his tutelary deity, W88 

the ensign of the Grecian host. 
The standards and shields of the Thracians exlribited a death's­

head, 88 a signal to revenge the death of Thrax, the son of the nom-
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inal fatheT of the Tbracians, a wandering people near the Black 
Sea. This people settled north of Byzantium, the 
modem Romania, and named their ne'v country 
Thrace. They soon took the city of Byzantium, 
which was dedicated to Diana, and united her 
symbol, «the crescent,' to • the death's-head' of 
Tllfax, to whom they paid divine respect. The 

Death'Sob'" and death's-head and crescent were afterward adopted 
Cl'IIICent. by the Romans, Turks, and other nations which 

invaded Thracia and Byzantium. 

The CHALDEANS adored the sun, and represented it on their stand­
ard. Heber, a Chaldean, gave his name to his descendants, who were 
called the children of Heber, or the Hebrews. The greater number of 
the Hebrews were born in Ur, a city of Chaldea, in which a perpetual 
fire and lamp were sacred to Baal, or the sun of Chaldea. The money 
of Hebron bore the type of Heber adoring the sun.l 

HEBREW STANDARDS. - In the time of Moses, the Hebrews had 
their emblems. We find in the book of Numbers, 1491 B.c., 1st 
chapter, 52d verse, the children of Israel directed to .. pitch their tents 
every man by his own camp, and' every man by his own standard, 
throughout their hosts i" and 2d chapter, 2d verse, "Every man of the 
children of Israel shall pitch [camp] by his own standard, with the 
ensign of their father's house: far off about the tabernacle of the con­
gregation." 

In the wilderness, says Adam Clarke, they were marshalled accord­
ing to their tribes, each tribe being subdivided into families. Every 
head of a subdivision or thousand was furnished with an ensign or 
standard, under which his followers arranged themselves according to 
a preconcerted plan, both when in camp and when 'on the march i and 
thus all confusion was prevented, how hastily soever the order might 
be given to proceed, or halt and pitch their tents. The four leading 
divisions - viz., Reuben, Ephraim, Judah, and Dan - were designated 
by the component parts of the cherubim and seraphim, - a man, an 
ox, a lion, and an eagle. 

Solomon, of the tribe of Judah, hoisted the standard of the lion in 
Jerusalem. According to the Talmudists, the standard of Judah had 
on it a lion painted, with this inscription, " Rise, Lord, let thine ene­
mies be dispersed, and let those that hate thee flee before thee." They 
gave to Issacbar an ass; to Zehulun, a ship; to Reuben, a river, and 

I Brunet'. Regal Armorie. 
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sometimes the figure of a man; to Simeon, a sword; to Gad, a lion; to 
Manpeaeh. an ox; to Benjamin, a wolf; to Dan, a serpent or an eagle . 

...... 
Staoddrda and Devices or the Hebrews. 

The ensign of Asher was a handful of corn, and that of Naphtali a stag. 
The cities of Samaria and Shechem, being in the land of the tribe of 
Josepb, the standard of Samaria bore the bough or palm of Joseph. 

Allusions to standards, banners, and ensigns are frequent in the 
Holy Scriptures. Tbe post of standard-bearer was at all times of 
the greatest importance, and none but officers of approved valor 
were ever chosen for such service; hence Jehovah, describing the 
ruin and discomfiture which he was about to bring on the haughty 
king of .Assyria, says, "And they shall be as when a standard-bearer 
fainteth." 

AssYRIAN STANDARDS. - Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, had for 
its device an arrow, which represented the swiftness of the Tigris, 
whose waters washed its walls, - the Chaldean name, Tigris, express­
ing the swiftness of an arrow. Semiramis, the widow of Ninus the 
son of Belns, its founder, baving united Nineveh to Babylon, founded 
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_ the first great empire of the world. Her subjects symbolized her by 
a turtle-dove, and that bird was stamped on the coins, with an arrow 

on the reverse. Mossoul, built on 
the ruins of Nineveh, impressed 
on its goods the sign of an arrow 
and dove; and that badge, printed 
on a light stuff called muslin, has 
been exported to all modem na­
tions. l 

Among the sculptures of Nine­
veh which Layard brought to light 
are representations of the stand­
ards of the Assyrians carried by 

AuJr\aD Standards. charioteers. These sculptures 
have only two devices: one of a figure standing on a bull and draw­
ing a bow; the other, two bulls runoing in opposite directions, snp­
posed to be the symbols of peace and war. These figures are enclosed 
in a circle, and fixed to a long staff ornamented with streamers and 
tassels. These standards seem to have been partly supported by a rest 
in front of the chariot. A long rope connected them with the ex­
tremity of the pole. In the bass-relief at Khorsabad this rod is 
attached to the bottom of the standard. 

PERSIAN STANDARDS. - The standard of ancient Persia, adopted by 
Cyrus, according to Herodotus, and Xenophon, and perpetuated, was a 
golden eagle with outstretched wings painted on a white flag. 

The standard of Koah, the sacred standard of the Persians, was 
originally the leather apron of the blacksmith Kairah, or Kooh, which 
he reared as a banner B.C. 800, when he aroused the people and de­
livered Persia from the tyranny of Sohek, or Bivar, surnamed Deh-ak 
(ten vices). It was embroidered with gold, and enll\rged from time 
to time with costly silk, until it was twenty-two feet long and fifteen 
broad; and it was decorated with gems of inestimable value. With 
this standard the fate of the kingdom was believed by superstitious 
Persians to be connected. 

This standard was victorious over the Moslems at the battle of 
EI liser, or the battle of the bridge, A.D. 634, and was captured by 
them two years later at the battle of Kadesir, which the Persians call, 
of Armath, and the Moslems, " the day of succor from the timely arrival 
of reinforcements. It To the soldier who captured it thirty thousand 

1 Brunet', Regal Armorie. 
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pieces of gold was paid by command of Saad, and the jewels with 
which it was studded were put with the other booty. In this battle, 
which is as famous among the Arabs as Arbela among the Greeks, 
thirty thousand Persians are said to have fallen, and seven thousand 
Moslems.l Thus, after 1,434 years' service, this standard was de-
8troyed. 

The Persians also employed a figure of the sun, especially on great 
occasioll8, when the king was present with his forces. Quintus Curtius 
mentions the figure of the sun enclosed in crystal, which made a most 
splendid appearance above the royal tent. To the present day the 
sun continues to divide with the lion the honor of appearing upon 
the royal standard of Persia. 

Among the ancient sculptures at Persepolis are found other Ispeci­
mens of ancient Persian standards. One of these consists of a staff 
terminating in a divided ring, and having below a transverse bar, 
from which two enormous tassels are suspended. The other consists 
of five globular forms on a crossbar. They were doubtless of metal, 
and probably had some reference to the heavenly bodies, which were 
the ancient objects of worship in Pel'Sia. At the present day, the 
flag-staff of the Persians terminates in a silver hand. 

THE ROMAN STANDARDS. 

Romulus, in founding Rome, adopted the image of the she-wolf, 
his reputed foster-mother, as well as of his brother Remus. The 
Senate of Romulus assumed the eagle of Jupiter, which became the 
Roman standard, with the wolt In the following ages, the Romans 

increased their standards to as many as ten differ­
ent badges. 1. The peacock of Juno. 2. The 
boat of Isis. 3. The cock of Mars. 4. The im­
perial elephant. 5. The dragon of Trajan. 6. The 
minotaurus of Crete. 7. The horse of Greece. 
8. The pecus or sheep of Italy. 9 and 10. The 

'rIIeDerieeolRomaJu. she-wolf and eagle of Romulus.2 

Each legion of the Roman army was divided into ten cohorts, each 
cohort into three maniples, each maniple into two centurions; which 
would give sixty centurions to a legion, the regular strength of which 
was therefore six thousand; sometimes the number of men in a legion 
varied. In the time of Polybius, a legion had but four thousand two 
hundred. 

1 Irving's SaceellOrs or Hahomet. I Bl'\U1et's Regal Armorie. 
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When the army came near a place of encampment, tribunes and 
centurions, with proper persons appointed for that service, were sent 
to mark out the ground, and assigned to each his proper quarters, 
which they did by erecting ftags (vwillas) of difterent colors. The 
place for the general's tent was marked with a white flag. 

Each century, or at least each maniple, had its proper standard 
and standard-bearer. The standard of a manipulus in the time of 
Romulus was a bundle of hay tied to a pole. Afterwards, a spear 
with a cross-piece of wood on the top, sometimes the figure of a hand 
above, probably in allusion to the word l1w,nipulus; and below, a small 

Roman Standard&. 

round or oval shield, on which were represented the images of war.. 
like deities, as Mars or Minerva, and in later times of the emperors 
or of their favorites. Hence the standards were called numeria legi­
On.ltm, and worshipped with religious adoration. Tllere were also 
standards of the cohorts. The standards of the different· divisions of 
the army had certain letters inscribed on them, to distinguish the 
one from the other. The standard of the cavalry was called vcxillum 
(a flag or banner), from being a square piece of cloth fixed on the end 
of a spear; and Cresar mentions it as used by the foot, particularly by 
the veterans who had served out their time, but under the emperors 
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were still retained in the . army, and fought in bodies distinct from 
the legion, and under a particular standard of their own. Hence these 
veterans were called 'fJeZiJlo:rii. 

In the year 20 B.c., Phraates, the Parthian king, apprehensive 
that an attack was meditated upon his dominions, endeavored to avert 
it by sending to Augustus the Roman standards and captives that 
bad been taken from Crassus and Anthony. This present was re­
ceived with the greatest joy, and was extolled as one of the most 
glorious events of the emperor's reign. It was commemorated by 
sacrifices and by the erection of a temple in the capitol to Mars, .. the 
avenger," in which the standards were deposited l 

To lose the standard was always disgraceful, particularly to the 
standard-bearer, and was at times a capital crime. To animate the 

soldiers, their standards were sometimes thrown 
among the enemy. After a time, a horse, a 
bear, and other animals were substituted for 
the bundle of hay, open hand, &c. In the sec­
ond year of the consulate of Marius, 87 B.C., a 
silver eagle with expanded wings, on the top 
of a spear, with the thunderbolt in its claws, the 
emblem of Jove, signifying might and power, 
with the figure of a small chapel above it, was 
assumed as the common standard of the legion j 

RoID&II 8taDdud. hence aquila is often put for legion. The place 
IIroDJehoneWtbeal.ofthe for this standard was near the ordinary place of ari&loal, which Is p~ at 

GoodrIch Court. the general, in the centre of the army. When 
a general, after having consulted the auspices, determined to lead 
forth his troops against the enemy, a red flag was displayed on a 
spear from the top of the prretorium, as a signal to prepare for battle.1 

The standard of Augustus was a globe, to indicate his conquest of 
the globe. Roman standards were also ornamented with dragons and 
silver bells, as a trophy, after Trajan's conquest of the Dacians, A.D. 

106, as shown on Trajan's column. The Etruscans were the first 
who adopted the eagle as the symbol of royal power, and bore its 
image as a standard at the head of their armies. From the time of 
Marius it was the principal emblem of the Roman Republic, and the 
only standard of the legions. It was represented with outspre&d 

1 Lynam'. History of the Roman Emperon, vol i. p. 28. London, 1828. 
I Flag-Officer Fan-agnt, when he ordered to pa8II the forts below New Orleana, April 

23, 1881, directed. red lantern shonld be holated .. the signal for getting nnder way ; th'DI 
npeatinJ the old Roman IIigDal for battle, perhaps without ever having heard of it. 
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wings, and was usually of silver, till the time of Hadrian, who made 
it of gold. The double-headed eagle was in use among the Byzantine 
emperors, to indicate their claim to the empire both of the east and 
west. From the Roman standard is derived the numerous brood of 
white, black, and red eagles, with single or double heads, which are 

Bomaa Imperial 8taDc1arc1a. 

borne on so many of the standards of modem Europe. The countries 
they represent claim to be fragments or descendants of the great 
Roman Empire. The changes of the Roman standard marked the 
epoch of their conquests, first of the Greeks, then of the barbarians. 
The double-headed eagle of Russia marks the marriage of Ivan I. 
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with a GJeCian heiress, the princess of the Eastern empire j and that 
of Austria, the investiture of the emperors of Germany with the title 
of • Roman Emperor.' The arms of Prussia are distinguished by the 
black eagle, and those of Poland bear the white. 

The LABARUM, or imperial standard of Constantine the Great, which 
he caused to be made in commemoration of his vision of a shining 

cross in the heavens two miles long, has been described 
as a long pike, surmounted. by a golden crown set with 
jewels, and intersected by a transverse beam forming a 
cross, from which depended a square purple banderole 
wrought with the mysterious monogram, at once expres­
sive of the figure of the cross, and the two initial letters 
(X and P) of the name of Christ. The purple silken 

The Labuum of banner, which hung down from the beam, was adorned 
Coaatulta with precious stones, and at first was embroidered with 

the images of Constantine, or of the reigning monarch and his child~n. 
Afterwards, the figure or emblem of Christ woven in gold was substi­
tuted, and it bore the motto, "In. hoc srigno ft1&Ce8," - .. In this sign 
thou shalt conquer." The labarum is engraved on some of the medals 
of Constantine with the famous inscription, ENTOrnNIIU.. This 
banderole, which was about a foot square, judging from the height of 
the men carrying the standard on ancient monuments, says Mont­
fancon, .. was adorned with fringes and with precious stones, and had 
upon it the figure or emblem of Christ." Prudentius describes its 
glories with poetical fervor, and says, " Christ woven in jewelled gold 
marked t.he purple labarum j" also, .. that the monogram of Christ was 
inscribed on the shields of the soldiers, and that the cross burned on 
the crests of helmets." The illustration given of the labarum is from 
a medal of Valentinan 1 (A.D. 364-375). It will be noticed there is 
no crown on the staff. 

A medal of the Emperor Constantine, which represents the banner 
of the cross piercing the body of the serpent, and surmounted with the 
monogram of Christ, with the motto, .. Spu. Publica," expresses the 
hope of the Christian world from the conversion of the emperor. 
Upon the banner which hangs from the cross three circles are dis­
tinctly marked As all the other objects upon this medallion have 
a symbolical meaning, it may be assumed that these three circles 
have one. 

The labarum is believed to have been the first military standard 

1 Appleton's J011l1I8l. Dee. 28, 1872. 
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emblazoned with the cros& It was preserved for a considerable time, 
and brought forward at the head of the armies of the emperor on 
important occa&ions, as the palladium of the empire. With it Con­
stantine advanced to Rome, where he vanquished Maxentius, Oct. 27, 
A.D. 312. 

The safety of the labarum was intrusted to fifty guards of approved 
valor and fidelity. Their station was marked by honors and emolu­
ments; and some fortunate accidents soon introduced an opinion that 
the guards of the labarum were secure and invulnerable among the 
darts of the enemy. In the second civil war, Licinius felt and dreaded 
the power of this consecrated banner, the sight of which in battle 
animated the soldiers of Constantine with an invincible enthusiasm, 
while it scattered terror and dismay through the adverse legions. 
Eusebius introduces the labarum before the Italian expedition of 
Constantine; but his narrative seems to indicate it was never shown 
at the head of an army till Constantine, ten years afterward, declared 
himself the enemy of Licinius and the deliverer of the Church. The 
Christian emperors who respected the example of Constantine dis­
played in all their military expeditions the standard of the cross; 
but when the degenerate successors of Theodosius ceased to appear 
at the head of their armies, the labarum was deposited as a venerable 
but useless relic in the palace of Constantinople. 

The etymology of its name has given rise to many conflicting 
opinions. Some derive it from lahar j others from the Greek for 

'l'tVertnC8; others from the same, to take; and others from the 
Greek for spoils. A writer in the • Classical Journal' con­
siders the labarum like S. P. Q. R., a combination of initials 
to represent an equal number of terms, and thus LA. B. 
A. R V. M. will stand for LegUmum aquila Byzantium 
antiqud, RDm4, urhe muta'Dit. The form of the labarum 
and its monogram is preserved as the medal of the Flavian 
family. 

The hand on the top of the Roman standard was an 
ancient symbol of Oriental or Phenician origin. It is found 
as a symbol in India and in ancient Mexico. A closed 
hand grasping the Koran surmounts the sacred standard of 
Mahomet. The present llag-staft' of the Persians terminates 
in a silver hand. 

Cresar has recorded that when he attempted to land his 
The Band. 

Roman forces on the shores of Great Britain, meeting a 
warmer reception than was anticipated, considerable hesitation arose 
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among his troops; but the standard-bearer of the Tenth Legion, with 
the Roman eagle in his hand, invoking the gods, plunged into the 
waves, called on his comrades to follow him, and do their duty to their 
general and to the republic; and so the whole army made good their 
landing. 

The bronze or silver eagle of the Roman standards must have 
been of small size, not larger than the eagles on the color-poles of 
modem colors, since a standard-bearer under Julius Cresar, in cir­
cumstances of da~aer, wrenched the eagle from its staff, and concealed 
it in the folds of his girdle; and the bronze horse preserved in the 
collection at Goodrich Court is equally small, as will be seen by the 
engraving on a previous page, which represents it as half the dimen­
sions of the original Another figure, used as a standard by the 
Bomaos, was a ball or globe, emblematic of their dominion over the 
world. 

STANDARDS OF THE TURKS AND MOSLEMS. 

TuRKIsH AND MOSLEM STANDARDS. - The hasarac or sandschaki 
sheriff, or cheriff, is a green standard, which was borne by Mahomet, 
and. being believed by his devout followers to have been brought 
down from heaven by the Angel Gabriel, is preserved with the great­
est veneration. It is enveloped in four coverings of green taffeta en­
closed in a case of green cloth. It is only on occasions of extreme 
danger that this sacred symbol is brought from its place of deposit. It 
was formerly kept in the imperial treasury at Constantinople, but, lat­
terly, deposited in. the mosque of Ayyub, where the sultans at their 
investiture are guarded with the sword of the caliphate. In the 
event of rebellion or war, it is obligatory upon the Sultan to order 
the mullahs to display the banner before the people and to pro­
claim the IiAad, or holy war, exhorting them to be faithful to 
their religion, and. to defend the empire with their lives. The usual 
address is as follows: "This is the prophet's banner; this is the 
standard of the caliphate. It is planted before you and unfurled 
over your heads, 0 true believers, to announce to you that your re­
ligion is threatened, your caliphate in peril, and your lives, your 
women and children and property, in danger of becoming a prey to 
cruel enemies 1 Any Moslem, therefore, who refuses to take up arms 
and follow this holy Bairak is an infidel amenable to death." Accord­
ing to another account, it is carefully preserved in the seraglio, in 
a case built into the wall on the right-hand side as you enter the 
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chamber in which is the grand seignior's summer-bed. The standard 
is twelve feet high, and the golden ornament, a closed hand, which 

The Doeeh." 

sunnounts it, holds 
a copy of the Koran 
written by the Ca­
liph Osman III. 
In times of peace 
this banner is 
guarded in the hall 
of the Noble Vesti­
ment, as the dress 
which was worn by 
the prophet is 
styled. In the 
same hall are pre­
served the sacred 
teeth, the holy 
beard, the sacred 
stirrup, the sabre, 
and the bow of 
Mahomet. l Every 
time this standard 
is displayed, by a 
custom which has 
become law, all who 
have attained the 
age of seventeen 
who profess the 
Mahometan faith 
are obliged to take 
up arms, those who 
refuse being re­
garded as infidels 

1 An English author, Mr. Thornton, haa published, in his work on Turkey, copiolls 
details relating to this standard, which the Turks, who hold it in the highest veneration, 
believe to be the original Mahomet's standard from the temple of Mecca, - a delusioll 
carefully nnraed by their modem rulers, though history describes many standards of 
various colors which have served in its place, the original of which was white, then black, 
and lastly of green silk. 

I Suspecting the above cut was an exaggemtion of this Turkish ceremony, I wrote the 
the Rev. CynllI Hamlin, D. D., President of the Bangor Theological Seminary, and long a 
resident of Constantinople, who, under date Feb. 2., 1879, replied, .. The engraving is an 
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unworthy the title of Mnssulmans, or True Believers. The unfurling 
of this standard is supposed to insure success to the Ottoman arms; 
and despite the many tarnishes its honor has suffered, the Turks con­
tinue to mlly around it with implicit belief in its sanctity. So jeal­
ously is it watched over, that none but emirs may touch it, emirs are 
its guard, the chief of the emirs is alone privileged to carry it, and 
Mussulmans are alone permitted to. see this holy trophy, which, 
touched by other hands, would be defiled, and if seen in other hands, 
profaned. The ceremony of presenting the banner is called alay, 
a Turkish word signifying triumph. The ceremonies consist of an 
open-air masquerade. All the trades, professions, and occupations 
of the inhabitants, seated in gaudy carriages, are represented and 
paraded in front of the assembled army, each trade performing in 
dumb show the manual operations of its art: the carpenter pretends 
to saw, the ploughman to drive his oxen, and the smith to wield his 
hammer. After these have passed, the sandschaki cheriff is brought 
out with great veneration from the seraglio, and solemnly carried 
along and presented to the army.l The blessed banner, having thus 
been presented to the adoring eyes of the true believers, is carried back 
to its depository; and the troops, inspired with confidence and victory, 
set forth on their march to death and glory. The observance of this 
ceremony in the war between Turkey and Russia in 1768 was the 
occasion of frightful outrages upon the Christians. So long a period. 
had elapsed since its last presentation, that much of the sanctity 
of the occasion had been fo~otten, and the Christians, expressing a 
wish to observe the ceremony, found the Turks ready and eager to 
let windows and house-tops at high prices to the unbelievers, who 
accordingly mustered strong on the line of the procession to gratify 
their curiosity. A few minutes, however, before the starting of the 
bannei, an emir appeared" in the streets," crying: .. Let no infidel dare 
to profane with his presence the holy standard of the prophet; and 

exaggented representation of the Doaeb ceremony. When the IIICred standard is brought 
out, a _ne is witnessed which DO doubt resembles that I'IlPt:esented in the wood-cut. The 
believers crowd all the DarroW streets where it passes. " They fall down before it, but Dot 
in this extended, stretched-out manDer. It is the regular worship prostration; their 
beads do Dot often come very near the horse's feet. Some of the excessively devout may 
.throw tbemaelvee before the horae, but the trained, intelligent Arabian would no more tread 
upon them than a mother would tread upon her child. But of Buch a scene of universal 
worship aud prostration, it is a very moderste stretch of the Greek fancy and fidelity to 
~t the hone and his attendanta 88 travelling UPOD a ciomt-ef; pavement of living 
believer&. Were there DO greater eugeratioDB than this about Oriental alfaira, one-half 
of our" auwc-l knowledge of the East would be disposed of." 

1 Dictionary or U aeful Knowledge. 
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let every MnssWman, if he sees an unbeliever,iustantly make it 
known, on pain of. puniahment."At this ,a sudden madness seized 
-upon the people, and those who bad let their premises to the greatest 
advantage became the most furious, in ,their bigoted zeal. rushing 
among the amazed Christians, and with blows and furious violence 
tearing them from their houses, and casting them into the streets 
among the infuriated soldiery. No respect was paid to age, sex. or 
condition. Women in the last stages of maternity were dragged about 
by the hair, and treated with atrocious out.rage. Every description 
of insult,· barbarity. and torture was inflicted, upon the unoffending 
Christians, the usual gravity of the Turk having on the instant given 
way to a fanaticism more in accordance with 1iends than men. The 
whole city, as one man, was ,seized with the same ,IurfYl' j and if a victim 
managed to escape from one band of miscreants, he was certain to fall 
into the hands of others equally, savage and remorseless.1 

According to another account, this sacred standard of Mahomet 
is not green, but black; and was instituted in contradistinction to 
the great white banner of the Koraishites, as well as from the appella­
tion okab (black eagle), which the prophet bestowed upon it. Maho­
met's eal'liest standard was the white cloth forming the turban which 
he captured from Boreide. He subsequently adopted for his distin­
guishing banner the sable curtain which hung before the chamber 
of his wife Ayesha, and it is this standard which is said to be so 
sacredly preserved md so' jealously guarded from. infidel sight. It 
descended first to the followers of Omar, at Damascus, thence to 
the Abassides, at Bagdad and' Cairo, from whom it fell to the share 
of the bloodhound Selim L, and subsequently found its way into 
Europe under Amurath IlL The device upon it is .. NQ.8'I"Um 'nin 
Allah, - .. The help of God." 

Besides their sacred standard, the Turks have the &anjak, which is a 
red banner; the akm, a broad standard; and the tugh, consisting of 
one, two, or more horse-tails, the number varying with the rank of the 
person who bears it. 

The title of f pacha' is merely a personal one, denoting the official 
aristocracy, civil and military, of the Ottoman Empire, and is de­
rived from two Persian words, signifying ff the foot of the king." In 
former times, when the chief territorial divisions were called f sanjaks,' 
ruled over by beys, the larger sanjaks, or two or more smaller ones, 
were put under a pacha, 'and called 'pachalib! The military governors 
of provinces, who were only subordinate to the grand vizier, were 

1 Baron Tolt', Kemoin oCthe Turks and Tartan. Two vola. 1785. 
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styled 'beylerbeys: or 'bey of beys.' European Turkey was divided 
into two beylerbeyliks, - Roumelia and Bosnia j the latter included 
Servia, Croatia, and Herzegovina. Constantinople and Wallachia and 
Moldavia were not included in any of these jurisdictions. The archi. 
pelago was under the capitan pacha. The pachas consisted of three 
classes, and were distinguished by the number of horse-tails borne 
before them as standards, - a custom brought from Tartary, said to 
have originated with some chief, who, having lost his standard, cut 
off his horse's tail and displayed it as a substitute. The governors 
of the larger districts were viziers, by virtue of office. Their insignia 
were the akm, a broad standard, the pole of which was surmounted 
by a crescent; the tug"', of three horse-tails, artificially plaited j one 
sanjak, or green standard, similar to that of the prophet j and two 
large ensigns, called bairak. Other pachas had but two tails, with the 
other insiguia. A bey had only one, together with one standard. 
The sultan's standard counts seven horse-tails, and the famous Ali 
Pacha, of Janina, arrogated to himself no less than thirteen. At the 
present day all this is much modified. 

In the time of Omar, the General Mesiera Ibu Mesroud was given 
a black flag, inscribed" Tkere is no God but God. Malwmet is tke Mes-­
tengtr 0/ God." 1 

At the battle of Yermouk, Abu Obeidah, a Moslem general, erected 
for his standard a yellow flag given him by Abu Beker, Mahomet's 
immediate suecessor, being the same which Mahomet had displayed 
in the battle of Khaibab. One of Mahomet's standards was a black 
eagle.s When Monwyah rebelled against Ali, the bloody garment 
of Othman was raised in the mosque at Damascus as the standard of 
rebellion. 

The crescent standard, which has been set against the cross in so 
many battle-fields, representing the opposing force of Mahometan­
ism, had its origin in the simple circumstance that the ancient city of 
Byzantium was saved from falling into the hands of Philip of Mace­
don, from the approach of his army being betrayed to the inhabitants 
by the light of the moon. In consequence, they adopted the crescent, 
which the Turks, when the place came into their possession, found 
everywhere as an emblem, and retained, believing it to be of good 
omen j probably in its meaning they saw a promise of increasing 
power.3 The origin of the crescent as a religious emblem is as old, 
certainly, as Diana i in fact, the very beginning of history. 

t Burklwdt's Notes on the Bedouins. 
• Appleton's Joamal. 

I Irving's Sueceaaors or Mahomet. 
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The standard with the star and crescent upon it was first hoisted 
by Mahomet II., after the capture of Constantinople, A.D. 1453. Prior 
to that event the sign was very common on the arms of English 
knights and esquires, but fell into disuse when it became the device 
of the Mahometans. The history of the device belongs to the Grecian, 
if not the more extensive, sphere of the Aryan mythology.l 

At the commencement of the recent Russo-Turkish war, the sultan, 
in his dire need of help, resolved to call for volunteers, and arouse the 
loyal of Stamboul to arms, and that the aid of the Christian inhabit­
ants should be asked. Thus for the first time in Moslem history a 
crimson banner, emblazoned with the cross and crescent, the symbols 
of two antagonistic religions, was paraded through the streets of Con­
stantinople. It was heralded by weird playing upon pipes and the 

monotonous note of a drum. There came 
first, pressing through the throng, a youth, 
whose quietest movements were those of 
a maniac. In his hands gleamed two 
long scimitars, on his head was the green 
turban which denoted his descent from 
the prophet; and as the noise of the mu­
sicians rose, he kept time and rhythm 
with head, hands, and feet; now turning 
round, and now jumping; now writhing 

The Crou and en.cent united. 1878. as though in direful agony; and then, 
with a glance toward heaven, as though delivering an earnest peti­
tion, bending his head to the dust, and prostrating himself on the 
ground. Behind him were the reeds and the dnlm; in the rear 
marched a standard-bearer, and in his hands was borne aloft the flag 
which bore the emblems of the crescent and the cross. At sight of 
the lad the bystanders turned pale with excitement, and every minute 
some one, enchanted by the rough melody and the dancer, fell silently 
into the procession which followed the banner. A strange cortege, 
truly: Softas, Armenians, Old and New Turks, Greeks, and Roman 
Catholics, some with fez and others in turban, some with straw hats and 
others with bare heads, - all following the lead of the frantic youth. 
And when the ail' grew livelier, or his gyrations more rapid, when 11e 
raised his own voice and gave a loud cry of anguish, knives, pistols, 
sticks, swords, were lifted high in the air or flourished round by those 
more moved than the rest. When was such a spectacle ever beheld 
before in the city of the sultan, under the very shadow of the great 

1 Notes and Queries, 4th series, vol. viii., 1870, p. 405. 
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mosque of Sl Sophia 1 The device was successful, and band after 
band was forwarded to the seat of war.l 

The great standard won by the King of Poland from the infidels 
in 1683, at Kalemberg, was about eight feet in breadth, rounded at 
the fly, and of a green and crimson stuff, of silk and gold tissue 
mixed, bearing a device in arabesque characters signifying, " There is 
no God but God, and Mahomet is his Prophet." The ball on the top 
of the staff, about the size of a man's joined fists, was of brass gilt. 
This standard was presented by the King of Poland to the Pope, who 
caused it to be suspended from the roof of St. Peter's, by the side of 
another standard taken from the infidels at the battle of Ohotzen. 
Irving, in his < Life of Mahomet,' says that the general always carried 
the standard into battle. 

The pirates of Algiers and of the coast of Barbary are the only 
people who ever bore an hexagonal flag or standard. Theirs was a 
red flag with a Moorish head coifed with its turban, &c., designed as 
the portrait of Hall, the son-in-law of Mahomet, who ordered his 
effigy expressed on the standards of his followers, believing that the 
bare sight of his image would carry undoubted victory over the Chris­
tians. This device was remarkable, as the Koran forbids the making 
of any im&oae or representation of any man; for they who make it will 
be obliged at the day of judgment to find souls for them, or be them­
selves damned This superstition has been so modified, that Muley 
Abbas, the brother of the Emperor of Morocco, in 1863, sat for his 
photograph j and the sultan has allowed his portrait to be painted, at 
the request of the foreign ambassadors to his court. 

The fashion of pointed or triangular flags came from the Mabom­
etan Arabs or Saracens, upon their seizure of Spain, A.D. 712, before 
which time all the ensigns of war were square, and extended on 
cross-pieces of wood or yards like church banners, on which account 
they were called vtzilla. 

SLA. VONIC STANDARDS AND ENSIGNS. -DRAGON 
STANDARDS. 

THE BANNERS AND NATIONAL COLORS OF POLAND, &0. - In our 
research concerning religious and military ensigns, standards, and flags, 
one family, the Slavonic, mighty in renown, has disappointed our ex­
ertions. Greek writers knew them by no name that can be brought 
home, and the Romans felt them more than they have described them. 

1 Cor. London Telegraph, iDly 18, 1878. 
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It is a question whether they were in full or at all included in the 
denomination of 'Scythians.' The military achievements of the Ja­
zyges. De.cians, Sarmatians, and other of the Slavonic race of later 
date, we find on Roman bass-reliefs of Roman triumphs over these bar.;. 
barians. The civilized and sedentary nations have always shown the 
most anxiety to commemorate victories over enemies they could not 
subdue. The victories of Thosmes II. and Ill, and of Sesostris, over 
nations probably of Slavonic stock, painted on the walls of Thebes, 
are of this description. The columns of Ttajan and Antonine show 
the Slavonic cavalry, and representations of the ensigns which those 
riding and migratory nations adopted for carrying on horseback, before 
the stirrup was invented. In China, Japan, and Tartary, west of 
Germany, ~l7Qn-shaped symbols, resolvable into some 80rt of flag, 
were adopted as military ensigns from the earliest age. In ancient 
times, the Southern and Western nations had effigy standards of 
statues or sculptured objects without cloth beneath them, or, at most, 
a knotted shawl or cloth. These dragon standards consisted of a 
metal or wooden head, representing the figure of a dragon, with the 
mouth open, and were perforated at the neck, to which a long bag; 
in the shape of a serpent, was fastened; the lower jaw was bored 
through, for the purpose of receiving the point of a spindle, whereon 
it turned according to the wind, which, blowing in at the open mouth, 
dilated the pendulous bag, giving it the appearance of a twisting snake. 
There were instances when tow and burning materials were placed in 
the mouth, to give the dragon an appearance of breathing fire. Indi­
cations of this practice occur in early Chinese works, and in the 
Tartar armies that invaded Europe. In the Teutonic armies, a dl'llol7Qn 
standard belolloaed to about every thousand men. In a letter, the 
Emperor Marcus Aurelius states his camp is invested by a German 
force of seventy-four dragons, forming an army of seventy-nine thou­
sand men. When this form of ensign, adopted over so vast a terri­
tory, was 80 long in use, and so multiplied, it is evident, in order that 
friend and foe might discriminate each from other, that differences of 
form, color, and ornament must have been resorted to. Black, golden, 
and silver dragons were common in the far East. White, red, and 
green were more general colors among the Celtre; and the last was 
held in high respect by the- Scandinavians. Slavonic nations caused 
their dragons to appear in that color, or introduced it in stripes, bands, 
or additional ribbons. All these modifications can be traced on the 
dragonenaigoa of the Sarmatiana and Dacl of the Ttajan column at 
Rome. 
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As the Slavonic nations numbered many pagan tribes among them, 
to the middle of the thirteenth century, the solar worship typified by 
Thor, or the Bull God, originated effigies of the bull, his head, skull, 
or horns, as national ensigns j others adopted the skull or figure of the 
horse. The Moxian's national ensign was a hO~8kin. The skull of 
a horse, with the tail hung behind it, was borne in the religious pro­
cessions of the Rugii, and was known in Sweden as an attribute of 
Odin. There was· a tribe of Bielsk which had for a standard a white 
bear-skin; another carried a pair of urns' horns; the Ostii, the head 
of a wild boar. The J azyges carried horse-tails. .All these ensigns 
preceded Christianity in Poland When Ringold, 1237, assembled 
the Poles, Lithuanians, and Samogitians to oppose the Tahtan Bati, 
each tribe received an ensign, made for the occasion, of red or black 
cloth, secured like a vexillum. In Poland, a black Bag was the par­
ticular distinction of the court, the palace, and the royal person: it 
may be that this color was connected with the assertion of Andre 
Barden, that several Sarmatian tribes "pqrtaUnt daM leurs l!annieru 
limage de la fMrt." The Cossacks, when they shook off the religiOUI 
oppression which King Vladislaus VII. wanted to fix upon them, had 011 

their ensigns no emblazonment, but only invocations and imprecation& 
When serfship was introduced, about the tenth or eleventh century, 

all tribal symbols disappeared, or were appropriated by the nobles, 
who then began to imitate the fendal inventions of Western Europe. 

Stephen the Saint, King of the Magyars, received a white patri­
archal cross from the Pope, which was carried on the top of a pole as 
a standard, and had a guard instituted to surround it. From that time, 
eagles' or herons' wings, the ancient ensigns of the Huns or of the 
Onoguro, were left to adorn the lances of private warriors. Attila is 
said to have carried a hawk for his standard. 

In Constantinople there was a monkish order 1 which wore a green 
habit and a scarlet mantle, with a patriarchal yellow or blue cross 
on the breast. This order spread westward, and constituted the 
guard of St. Stephen's cross in Hungary. When Hedwega united 
Lithuania with Poland by her marriage with the Duke Jagillon in 
the fourteenth century, his national standard, a mounted warrior, in 
token of his conversion to Christianity, received in addition this cross 
on the shield of the horseman. It remained, however, a distinct ban­
ner in the Polish armies, - a double white cross bordered with gold, 
borne in a blue field There is a legend that this cross was placed 
on the shield to commemorate a victory over the Teutonic knights. 

1 The Fratres Conatantinopolitani. 
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A white eagle on a red ground was the cognizance of the kingdom 
of Poland in the eleventh century, and is coeval with the numerous 
eagles of the German Empire, originally all single-headed Lipsius 
has Ii. cut of one having two heads with wings displayed, as in modem 
heraldry, which he copied from the Theodosian column. 

The Polish silver eagle on a red ground is of the same age as the 
golden eagle on a red field, the imperial ensign of the house of Saxony, 
and long impaled with the gold and sable bars traversed with a bend 
of green rue. Silesia, Moravia, and Prussia assumed eagles differenced 
in their structures or by particular marks on their breast. We have 
no knowledge when the two-headed eagle was assumed by Russia., 
but the mounted horseman of the Muscovites may be the original 
type of the Lithuanian ensign. In Western Europe at the time of 
the first crusade, and among the Moslems at the same date, standards 
and t;lnsigns were generally without charge or symbolic figures, unless 
it were the cross, which, whenever it occurs, was always an imitation 
of the cross mark, standing for the sign-manual of the person whose 
ensign it was. Thus, in England, the crosses on rough Saxon coins, 
commonly called • sciatta,' are the mark of the sign-manual of the sov­
ereign who caused them to be struck, and also the cross which he 
placed upon his banner j for in several it is represented in a flag upon 
the coins themselves.l 

The black ensign of Poland, derived or imitated from the Tahtar 
standards, was older than the white eagle, or white cross on a blue 
field of the Gonesa, as the latter banner was called It may have been 
plain, or marked with a skeleton Z'image de la 1nort, and later with 
the cross or sign-manual of the reigning prince, until, diminishing in 
consideration, the St. Stephen's patriarchal cross became the religious 
ensign. The arrow, consecrated by the blood of the martyr St. Sebas­
tian, which formed part of the royal sceptre of Poland, may have had 
its symbolical figures on a banner. The name of Gtmesa, given to the 
banner which united the devices of Lithuania and Poland, we find 
nowhere explained 

When the white eagle and horseman became national, other sym­
bols were appropriated by the provinces. A list of the ensigns of 
the western Slavonic nations in the British Museum shows that the 
armorial ensigns of the provinces was borne on the breast of the white 
eagle, recognizing the allegiance of the provinces to the national 
standardl 

In a curious plan of the battle of Fraga, near Warsaw, A.D. 1656, 
1 United Service Magazine, October, 1844. 
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there is in the foreground a representation by a Swedish artist of the 
Polish standards surrendered to Charles X., of Sweden, nearly all of 
which bear the symbols and distinctions of the great nobles.1 

A custom among the Poles of bearing military signs attached 
to the backs of Wan10rs deserves attention, because it is of Mon­
golic origin, and can be traced even to Mexico.s The western Sla­
vonians appear to have copied the custom from the Tahtars, who 
often bore Ii slight staff with a flag or bundle of feathers secured by 
straps in a scabbard between the shoulders. There exist copperplate 
etchings of these horsemen. In Poland, as late as the reign of John 
Sobieski, outspread wings of swans and eagles appear to have been 
secured to the backs of knights. A body of warriors thus equipped 
figured in a magnificent charge, when that hero relieved Vienna, and 
a similar device was attached to each side of the back of the sadUles 
of the nobles at the surrender of Pra.:,aa. This was in part of metal, 
and produced in galloping a crashing noise, designed to increase the 
terror of horses opposed to them, who encountered at the same mo­
ment the bewildering flutter of the small flags on the lances, which 
are still retained by modem uhlans, hussars,lancers, &c. In the mag­
nificent Hall of Armor in Vienna is preserved the famous horse-tail 
standard of John Sobieski, who rolled back the tide of Moslem in­
vasion.1 

A fae-simile of the standard of ancient Poland, under which Sobieski 
defeated the Turks in 1673, was made in Philadelphia for the Polish 
association in 1863, and in 1876 was deposited in the National Museum 
at Independence Hall, Philadelphia. 8 

CHINESE, JAPANESE, JAVANESE, AND EAST INDIAN 
STANDARDS. 

CHINESE SYMBOLS AND STANDARDS. - At the departure of the chil­
dren of Israel from Egypt, China was s~ven hundred years old, and 
when Isaiah prophesied of her, she had existed fifteen centuries. She 
has seen the rise and decline of Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and 
Rome, but remains a solitary and wonderful monument of patriarchal 
time, with a population which, roughly estimated, establishes the fact 
that every third person who lives upon this earth, or is buried in it, is 
a Chinese. 

1 United Service Journal, October, IS ••• 
2 See Prescott'. Conquest of Mexico, and Mexican Standards in this volume. 
• American newspaper. 
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According to Chinese cosmogony, Poankon, at the formation of the 
world, was the first man born from Chinese soil or clay. In his age 
the earth was inhabited by huge animals of greater size than the whale. 
Among these bulky monsters was a dragon, sovereign of the air by 
its wings, and, as a serpent, monarch of the earth by its swiftness. It 
preyed upon human llesh, was worshipped as a malevolent spirit, and 
human victims were immolated to appease its voracity. 

Tien Hoang, a prince and legislator of China, abolished human sac­
rifices, together with the adoration of the dragon; but its idol was 

preserved in the temples, and exhibited on the 
standard of the Chinese princes. In the following 
age, Tien Hoang was reported to have destroyed 
the dragon, and was depicted as killing the mon­
ster,l just as St. George has been painted in modern 
times. 

Tlen Hoang and the The type of the dragon is probably the sea-
Dragon. serpent or boa-constrictor, though the researches 

of geology have brought to light such a counterpart of 'flu lung' of 
the Chinese in the iguanodon as to make it probable it may have been 
its prototype. 

According to the Chinese, there are three dragons; viz., the lung in 
the sky, the Ii in the sea, and Oian in the marshes. But the first 
is the only authentic one, and has the head of a camel, the horns 
of the deer, eyes of a rabbit, ears of a cow, neck of a snake, belly of 
a frog, scales of a carp, claws of a hawk, and the palms of a tiger. 
On each side of the mouth are whiskers, and its head contains a bright 
pearl, its breath is sometimes changed into water and sometimes into 
fire, and its voice is like the jingling of copper pans.1 

The dragon is allowed to be worn by Chinese noblemen or man .. 
darins and vassals of the empire in various colors and postures, to 
distinguish families, accompanied by emblematicalllowers, silk knots, 
and peacock's feathers; but it is forbidden, under penalty of death, 
to have more than/our claws to each foot, in order to distinguish the 
imperial dragon, which has five claws.' 

The word 'dragon,' in Greek, signifies a looker-on, or a watcher who 
guards an entrance. Most of the Oriental cities of old bore on their 
fortified gates the effigy of a dragon. 

The exalted conception the Chinese entertain of the dragon has 
caused the name to symbolize the dignity and supremacy of the Chi­
nese emperor. He is spoken of as seated on the dragon throne; to see 

1 Williams's Middle Kingdom. I Brunet's Regal ArDiorie. 
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him is to see the dragqn,', face; his standard is the dragqn,; and the 
coat of arms embroidered on the breasts and back of his followers is 
a dragtm. This monster is not regarded by the Chinese as a fabulous 
animal, but as a real existence, or rather as a power of nature pervad­
ing the air and ocean and earth, seen, perhaps, in water-spouts and 
clouds and burating fountains.1 

IMPERIAL STANDARD or CHINA. - The standard of the Empe-rDr of 
()hiM is of yellow satin with a red border, 011 which is worked a gold 
embroidered dragon. The fly is four feet in length by fourteen inches 
in breadth, and its edges are serrated or fringed. The Chinese char­
acters on it simply signify • emperor: The standard pole is about 
eight feet in length. 

The standard of eM empre1J8 is of the same size, shape, device, and 
material as that of the emperor, but it is all yellow, having no colored 
border. The inscription on this flag signifies • empress.' 

The standard of eM empre8lJ-dowager is the same as the pre­
ceding, but made of white satin on which is worked a golden 
dragon. 

The national flag, announced as such in 1872 to aU foreign min­
isters, superintendents of trade, and foreign officials, is triangular in 
shape, and of deep yellow bunting, with a blue dra.:,aon with a green 
head snapping at a red pearl or ball in its centre. It is worn by 
Chinese war vessels and custom-house cruisers. Another Chinese 
flag is square, and red, blazoned with two blue fishes, for which of 
late a white ball has been substituted. 

Whenever the governor-general starts on a warlike expedition, he 
must worship his flag. Whenever he sends any high military officer 
to fight the enemy, and whenever any high military officer is about 
to proceed to battle, the flag of his division or brigade must be 
worshipped. The worship is often performed on the public parade­
ground in the suburbs, near the south gate of the cit.y. The viceroy, 
or governor-general, sometimes chooses to sacrifice to the flag on his 
own parade-ground connected with his gamuns. The time usually 
selected is daylight, or a little later. However, the day, hour, and 
minute are fixed by a fortune-teller. Oftentimes high officials, 
civil and military, connected with the government, are present. It 

1 Letter, S. Wells Williams, LL.D., Dec. 3, 1879. For further account of the dragon, 
lee Chinese Repository, vol. vii. In Chinese books the ancient Chinese flags are often 
figured. I Memoires concernant lea Chinois,' printed last century in Paris, bas a plate of 
three or four styles of military flags. 
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is necessary that all the officers who are to accompany the expe­
dition should witness the ceremony and take part in it. The same 
is true of the soldiers who are to. be sent away, or are to en~cre 
in the fight. In the centre of the arena is placed a table having 
upon it two candles, one censer, and several cups of wine. The 
candles are lighted. An officer, kneeling, holds the large flag by 
its staff near the table. The officer who is to command the expedi­
tion, standing before the table and the flag, receives three sticks of 
lighted incense from the master of the ceremony, which he rever­
ently places in the censer arranged between the candles. He then 
kneels on the ground, and bows his head three times. Some wine 
taken from the table is handed him while on his knees, which he 
pours on the ground. Then a cup of wine is dashed upon the flag, 
and the professor cries out, " Unfurl the flag, victory is obtained; the 
cavalry advancing, soon it is perfected." The whole company of 
officers and soldiers who had knelt and bowed their heads now rise 
up with a shout, and commence their march for the scene of action 
or appointed rendezvous.1 

In 1854, the writer, while in command of the United States chartered 
steamer Queen, a little vessel of 137 tons, mounting four iron 4-pound­
ers and a 12-pounder brass boat-howitzer, the latter loaned from the 
United States ship Macedonian, participated in an expedition - Eng­
lish, American, and Portuguese (guided by a Chinese admiral's junk) -
against the piratical strongholds at Tyho and Kulan, which resulted 
in the complete destruction of the piratical fleet and batteries. As 
one of the fruits of this expedition, he forwarded to the Navy Depart­
ment at Washington twelve flags taken by his force from the pirate's 
junks and batteries. These are believed to be the first flags ever 
captured from the Chinese by our arms. One of these trophies, a 
large white cotton flag, was inscribed in bold Chinese characters, 
"Tlu flag of Lue-1Iling-8'UY-111ing of the Hong-sking-toog C01I&Ptl/I&Y, 
chief of the sea 8fJ.Ufldron," and" that he taka from the rie", and not 
from. tILe poor, and that "'is flag can fly anywhere." The inscriptions 
on another large triangular flag were written with blood, and, trans­
lated, read, viz.: No.1. "Tlu band of Triads." No.2." May the Man­
choos be oure"'1'O'W'I& and the Mings restored." No.3." Shou," the 
name of one of the five originators of the Triad society. No.4." Let 
the seas be like oil wept of our foes," or, "We the Triads spring up in 
every quarter." No.5. On the fly, or extreme end of the flag, is a 
character which signifies II Victory." From these inscriptions it would 

1 Doolittle'. Social Life of the Chinese. 
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seem that this pirate was a rebel from the Mandarin or Manchoo 
authority, and a Triad.1 

Rear-Admiral John Rodgers, ia 1871, forwarded to the Navy De­
partment at Washington twenty-one standards and pennants, together 
with four staffs from which the colors have been torn, - all of which 
were captured by the Naval Expedition to the Corea. The Secretary 
of the Navy forwarded them to the Naval Academy at Annapolis, to 
be deposited there with other trophies. 

These banners present every variety of color and design, but still 
indicate some method and arrangement. The flag of the commanding 
general and those of the principal officers are of flowered silk, and 
those of the subordinate officers of cotton, the latter closely woven. 
The statTs are alike, from six to eight feet long, and shod at the 
foot with iron, that they may be driven into the ground. The head 
of each staff is ornamented with carved wood, painted in brilliant 
colors, and capped by a rim of brass. The middle of each staff is 
painted with a series of white and black rings, which, according to 
their number, seem to indicate some rank or station. The staves of 
the flags representing superior officers are surmounted by a bunch of 
pheasant's feathers, those of a lesser rank by a flat piece of iron fanci­
fully cut, and others have no mounting. The flags generally are a. 
square of one color, surrounded by a border of another color. A few 
smaller, and which appear to be inferior, flags have two equal stripes 
of different colors. The interior squares of the superior flags bear 
representations of flying dragons, flying serpents, turtles, &c., printed 
in brilliant colors, and well drawn. The flag of the Corean com­
manding general is of fine yellow silk, with a figure representing a 
tiger rampant, and is surrounded by a border of green silk. Flag 
No.2 is of plain blue silk bound with black, with a. representation 
of a flying turtle. It is badly torn by shell and bullets. No.3 is 
of yellow silk trimmed with brown; to its centre are sewed two card­
boards with hieroglyphics covered with silk. No. 4 is similar to 
No.3, but of plain light blue silk. No.5 is of yellow silk, bound 
with pale red silk, and bears the representation of a flying serpent. 
This flag is much tom by bullets. The remaining flags are of cotton 
dyed in various colors. One has a Corean inscription, signifying it is 
"The flag of the squad captain of the rear battalion of the regiment." 
Another has a representation of an officer on horseback; another, of 
a flying serpent; another has a turtle; several are blood-stained. 
Accompanying the flags are four pennants of silk and cotton of vari-

1 These iDBcriptiona were interpreted by S. Wella Williama. 
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OU8 colors, printed with curious devices. Specimens of Corean spears, 
with little flags attached, resembling guydoDB, were also received at 
the Navy Department. 

At the United States Legation at Pekin there is a banner obtained 
at Fort McKee, an oblong cotton flag, blazoned with a winged tiger 
in red, having flames around it. Winged animals or men are almost 
unknown in China and Japan, and Dr. S. Wells Williams informs me 
he could lesrn nothing about the meaning of this flag. On the 11th 
of September, 1878, a red-dragon flag was hoisted for the first time 
at the Chinese consulate at N~aasaki, Japan, and the day was one of 
festivity and rejoicing among the Chinese. 

The Chinese had no national flag until their intercourse with 
foreign nations, since the treaties of 1858 and the residence of foreign 
ministers at Pekin, showed the government the necessity of adopt­
ing an ensign for their ships of war and merchantmen which would 
be recognized by other nations on the high seas, and serve to distin. 
guish honest traders along the coast from piratical Cl'aft. It was 
made known to foreign ministers in a despatch of Oct. 22, 1862, 
and has gradually come to be used by all Chinese vessels and junks, 
if their owners or masters care to go to the expense, but is mostly 
hoisted on the foreign rigged and owned vessels. The government 
vessels in China have also had their flags to distinguish them. But 
a new regulation baS been made, requiring a dragon flag triangular 
in shape, ten feet broad at its base for largest, and seven -or eight feet 
for smaller vessels; length according to taste; the field yellow, with 
a dragon painted on it with head erect. Previous to its date, the 
imperial flag with a drBocron was confined, under certain circumstances, 
to the lanu forces and to the guard of the emperor. The war junks 
usually hoisted yen ow flags containing the full titles of the officer in 
command, and the junks bore distinctive banners, to mark their place 
or rank in the squadron. Every commander along the coast, from 
Ninchwang to Hainan, had a different flag, and none had blazonry of 
any kind. The ground was not always yellow, certain ranks having 

-a white ground; the scalloped border, if used, was also of different 
colors. 

The present army of China is divided into bannermen, which 
have eight corps, recognized by different flags, and the green-banner 
army, which constitutes the largest part of the paid forces. The flags 
of the bannermen are triangular, - plain yellow, white, red, or blue 
for the left wing, and the same with a colored border for the right 
wing. The uniform of the soldier shows by its color and facings the 
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banner which each man belongs to. The banners of both the army 
and navy have the official titles of the geneml or commander painted 
on them. 

In the provinces, the Govemor-geneml (Tsung-tuh) has command 
of all the green-banner (Luh-ying) army in his jurisdiction, and their 
disposal is in his hands. The Mantchoo force belonging to the eight 
bannerS is under the orders of an especial commandant, responsible 
directly to Pekin. A triangular plain green flag indicates the geneml 
army; the facings of the uniforms generally indicate the corps. It 
is probable that the use of the national flag, adopted in 1862, will 
gradually extend to the army raised in the provinces. The USllofY6 of 
restricting the disposition of regiments and divisions to the province 
in which they have been raised has tended to neutralize national 
pride among the soldiers. 

In ancient times, the form, blazonry, and material of flags used by 
the sovereign, feudal princes, genemls, and officials of every grade, 
was directed by special regulations, and continues to influence their 
use. 

The .. d!'aoaon flag It is usually regarded by the Chinese as indicating 
the person, the envoy, the property, or the special cognizance of the 
monarch, distinguished from the ordinary department or officers of his 
government; tbe latter are known more by the yellow color of the 
flag than the dragon. 1 

Private trading-junks adopt any flag they please, always except­
ing the prohibited ones, and consequently often adorn the masts with 
many and variously shaped pennons, signals, and flags, including some 
more religious than commercial, intended to secure the protection of 
the gods on the vOY!le"6. The difficulty of recognizing honest from 
piratical vessels along the coast has ofttimes led to the destruction of 
the former by foreign vessels of war; for, as they usually go armed, 
and their officers and men could speak no English or other foreign 
language and ascertain the truth of matters, they were led to return 
the fire of their assailants. In the despatch announcing the adoption 
of the present flag, Prince Kung extends its use to foreign-built as 
well as to all native-built vessels. I 

The members of the imperial family are allowed to use the dragon 
embroidered on their robes, and to carry flags or pennons on their car­
riages, tents, or elsewhere. The empress distinguishes hers by a plain 
yellow flag, and the empress-dowager by a white Bag, indicating her 

1 Chinese Repository, voL vii. p. 258. 
I See American Diplomatic Correspondence (or 1863, part iii. pp. 848-868. 
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widowhood. The emperor's is a yellow tlag with a fringed red bor­
der, and is similar to the yellow banner of the Mantehoos. .All these 
are emblazoned with the dragon.1 

JAPANESE STANDARDS. - The old imperial standard of the Japanese, 
in their opinion, was something sublime and sacred, and only when 
assured that it would be treated with respect would they allow a 
drawing to be made of it. 

Its threefold device symbolized several things. The triple lobes 
represent Sin-to-ism, the religion of the Kamis, Buddhism, and Con­

fucism. They also symbolized the three annual 
and three monthly festivals: 1st, The great New 
Year, which lasts a month; 2d, the feast of 
spring, held the third day of the third month, 
or that of the flowers and young maidens; and, 
3d, the feast of neighbors, in the "won't go 
home until morning" style. The three monthly 

Old Imperia18taodardand Japanese festivals are: 1st, The day of the new 
Arm. ot Japan. moon; 2d, t.he day of the full moon; 3d, the 

eve of the new moon. The colors of this standard were white and 
purple. 

Recently, the Emperor, or Tenio, has adopted the chrysanthemum 
for his emblem, having for supporters a dragon and phenix, typify­

ing power and the reign of virtue, dis­
played on a round shield. The chrys­
anthemum, with sixteen petals, is used 
for outside imperial government busi­
ness. 

Anot.her imperial device, the per­
sonal crest of the mikado, is the kiri 
(Paulou'1lia i1l1perialis), used for pal­
ace matters personal to the emperor. 

It is remarkable that in Japan a 
serpent is considered the vilest of 

Imperial Artna ot Japan, ISSO. animals, but a dragon is thought to be 
of high birth and of great importance, the symbol of power and the 
badge of royalty. 

The phenix is an omen of prosperity and felicity, and is thought to 
have appeared at different times to signalize the coming of virtuous 
rulers, and reascending to hea\'en after the performance of wonderful 

1 Communicated by S. Wells Williams, LL.D. 
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works. A representation of this bjrd was formerly carried. before the 
mikado whenever he made a journey. 

All the nobles of Japan have a device or coat of arms, which 
is blazoned. on their banners and on their tents, and worn on their 
shoulders and on the backs of their dresses. The MVal flag recently . 
adopted. by the Japanese bears on the centre of a white field a red 
ball 'Or globe, supposed to represent the sun. 

The imperial standard has a golden SUD in the centre of a crim­
son field, with a network of golden diamonds woven over it. The ad­
miraf,jlag is the same as the naval flag, with a red, bl~e, or yellow 
border, in the order of their rank. 

The Japanese bark, 'Tu-Ju-Mara,' of six hundred. tons, commanded 
by Captain Samuel A. Lord, formerly of Salem, Mass., and manned ex­
clusively by Japanese sailors, arrived at San Francisco, Cal, Aug. 23, 
1872, and for the first time in history displayed the Japanese flag at 
the masthead of a merchantman in American waters. 

JAVANESE STANDARDS. -Though the natives of Java have followed 
the customs of Europeans in the use of standards, yet their prince's 
rallyjng-sign continues to be the pay01IfJ, or par-a-sol, whjch is a pe­
culiar object of respect and veneration among the Javanese bands. The 
tombak ]1'U88Oka, or lances hallowed by age, which they have inherited 
from their ancient sovereigns, serve for the same purpose as the 
payongs, and are distinguished by the horse-tails which dangle from 
them. l 

EAsT INDIAN STANDARDS AND ENSIGNS. - The great banner of 
Mewar (whose prince was the legitimate heir of the throne of Rama), 
first of tbe thjrty-six royal tribes, is blazoned with a golden sun on a 
crimson field; those of tbe chiefs bear a dagger. Amber displays the 
hanchangra, a five-colored. flag. Tbe lion rampant on an argent field 
is extinct with tbe States of Chanderi.1 Tbe use of armorial bear­
ings among the Rajpoot tribes has been traced anterior to the wa.r of 
Troy. In tbe Mahabbaret, or great war, B.C. 1200, the hero Bheesama 
exults over his trophy, the banner of Arjoona, its field adorned with the 
figure of the Indian Hanuman (monkey deity). The peacock was the 
favorite emblem of the Rajpoot warriors; the bird is sacred. to their 
liars (Kamara), as it was to Juno, his mother, in the West. The em­
blem 'Of Vishnu is the eagle. Chrisna was the founder of the thjrty­
six tribes who obtained. the universal sovereignty of India, and lived 

1 Colonel Pfifl'er'. Sketches of Java. I Colonel Tod's Annals of Rajahatan. 
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B.C. 1200. These thirty-six tribes had their respective emblems, as 
the serpent, the horse, hare, &c. One of these tribes, the Saceseni, 
supposed to be the ancestors of the Saxon race, settled themselves on 
the Araxes, in Armenia, adjoining Albania. These migrating tribes 
of course carried with them their respective emblems, and hence the 
identity of European and Asiatic devices. The blue eagle belongs to 
the ensign of Vishnu, the red bull to that of Siva, and the falcon to 
that of Rama. The ensign of Brabma bore a white lion. The sun 
rising behind a recumbent lion blazed on the ancient ensigns of the 
Tartars, and the eagle of the sun on that of the Persians. The humza, 
or famous goose, one of the incarnations of Buddha, is yet the chief 
emblem of the Burman banners. 

The ensigns of the Bijala, reigning at Kalyan, were the lion, the 
bull, and the goose. The Tadu and the Silahara adopted a golden 
• garuda' or eagle on their ensigns. The Rattas tribe had the golden 
hawk and crocodile. A hymn to Camdeva, the god of love, has this 
line:-

"Hail, warrior, with a fish on thy banner." 

Sir William Jones says Camdeo, the Hindoo god., is represented 
attended by dancing girls or nymphs, the foremost of whom bears his 
colors, which are a fish on a red ground.! 

The standards of the Indian princes, displayed over their chairs 
when Victoria was proclaimed Empress of India, at Delhi, were of 
satin, and represented their ancestral arms; viz., Odeyporis, a golden 
sun on a red disk; the Guicowar's, a blue elephant; the Nizam's, a 
full moon on a green standard; and the historic fish of the Begum of 
Bhopal.' 

FLAGS AND STANDARDS OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS 
AND PACIFIC ISLANDS. 

MEXICO, SAN SALVADOR, SANDWICH ISLANDS, SOCIETY ISLANDS, NEW 
ZEALAND, PEltU. 

:MEXICAN STANDARDS. - The ancient standard of Mexico, or rather 
of the Aztecs, which has been compared to the Roman standard, was 
an eagle pouncing on an ocelot, emblazoned on a rich mantle of 
feathe~work; that of the Tlascalans, a white heron, the cognizance 
of the house of Xicontencatl All the great chiefs of Mexico, in 
the time of Cortez, bad their devices and banners. The standards 

1 Joumal Royal Asiatic Society. I Newapaper report. 
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of the .Aztecs were carried in the centre of the anny. A golden net 
on a short staff, attached to the back between the shoulders, so 
that it was impossible to be tom away, was the usual symbol 
of authority for an Aztec comnllUlder.l The standards of the Tlas­
calans were carried in the rear. The Rio de Vanderas (river of 
banners) was so named by Alvarado from the numerous ensigns 
displayed by the natives on its borders. Prescott says, "The T1as­
ca1ans, allies of Cortez, led by Xicontencatl, fifty thousand strong, 
marched proudly under their great national banner. emblazoned with 
a spread eagle, the arms of the republic." According to Clavigero, 
it was a golden eagle; but as Bernal Diaz speaks of it as white, it 
may have been a white heron which belonged to the house of the 
youthful leader. Elsewhere, Prescott speaks of the great stand­
ard of the Republic of Tlascala as a golden eagle with outspread 
wings, in the fashion of a Roman signum, richly ornamented with 
emeralds and silver work Ellis, in his C Antiquities of Heraldry,' 
says the natural emblem of the Mexicans was a swan. The Spanish 
historian Sagahan relates that, about two centuries before their conquest 
by the Spaniards, the Aztecs were compelled to surrender their emble­
matical bird, the swan, to a neighboring kingdom that oppressed them. 

In the Mexican Tribute Tables (Talegas), small pouches or bags of 
tasteful form, and ornamented with fringe and tassels, frequently 
occur, having a cross of a Maltese or Latin form woven or painted on 
each. It is a surprising circumstance that they were thus ornamented 
before the arrival of the Spaniards, when the religion of Christ and 
significance of the cross were unknown to them.1 

The Mexicans counted by units, twenties, four hundred, and eight 
thousand; and these were sufficient to express any number; their 
hieroglyphics are in accordance with this numeration. The unit was 
represented by a small circle; twenty, by a standard, shaped as a par­
allelogram; four hundred, by a feather; eight thousand, by a purse 
supposed to contain as many grains of cocoa; one to nineteen was 
represented by a number of small circles. The hieroglyphic of 
twenty was four squares, which, as they were colored, represented 
either five, ten, or fifteen. This mode of counting had a practical 
inJIuence. Bernal Diaz, when speaking of the Indian armies, counts 
them as 80 many :ciquipillis, or bodies of eight thousand men. It is 
not improbable they were divided into battalions of four hundred 

1 Prescott'. Conquest or Mexico. 
• Don T. A. Lorenzard'. History or New Spaiu, Mexico, 1770; also, Historical 

Klpzine, 1867. 
6 
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men each; these again subdivided into squads of twenty men; and 
that the hieroglyphic for twenty originally represented the banner or 
standard of each of such squads. 1 

Our North American Indians were found by the early voyagers 
and discoverers to carry for their standard a pole full-fledged with the 
wing-feathers of the eagle. 

The principal standard of Cortez, at his conqllcst of Mexico, accord­
ing to Bernal Diaz, says Prescott, Wns of black velvet, embroidered 
with gold and emblazoned with a red cross amidst flames of blue and 
white, with this motto in Latin beneath: "Friends,let us follow tlu 
C1'088, and under this sign, if we have faith, we shall C01Ujutr," - a 
legend which was doubtless suggested by that on the labarum of 
Constantine. 

Another standard of Cortez, described by his follower, Bernal 
Diaz, as borne in the procession when Cortez returned thanks to 

God, at 'Cuyoacan, for the cap­
ture of the city of Mexico, 
1519, is now preserved in the 
National Museum of that cap­
ital. The authenticity of this, 
probably the oldest flag in ex­
istence, is sustained by a sc­
ries of accounts, beginning 
with that of Bernal Diaz. I 
am indebted to the Hon. John 
W. Foster, ollr minister to 
Mexico, for the illustration of 
this banner, engraved from 
his pencil sketch. as framed, 
and for the following descrip­
tion of it: "This standard is 
now deposited in the National 

BannerotCorte.r. Museum in this capital The 
evidences of its authenticity are accredited by documents in the mu­
seum, and it is vouched for by Don Lorenzo Boturini, a learned 
Spanish gentleman contemporaneous with its recovery from the 
Tlascalan allies to whom Cortez gave it (see' Idea de una nueva his­
toria general de la America &ptentrional '), and by Don Lucas Alaman, 
the distinguished Mexican historian and statesman (' Discrtaci01les 
eobre la historia de Mbico,' vol. i, Appendice, p. 19). 

1 Gallatin, cited by Sir John Bowring in his Decimal System. 
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U The standard has been placed in a frame and under glass for 
preservation, being much wom and faded. It is about one yard 
square, and is thus described by the authors cited: 'The standard is 
of red damask. On the front side is painted a most beautiful figure 
of the Most Holy Mary, with a crown of gold, and surrounded with 
twelve stars of gold, her hands joined as if in praying to her Most 
Holy Son to protect and strengthen the Spaniards in conquering the 
idolatrous empire to the Catholic faith. The image has a blue mantle 
and a flesh-colored tunic; the embroidery forming the border is green. 
On the reverse side are painted the royal arms of Castile and Leon. 
A more modem damask has been sewed on this side, in framing for 
preservation, 80 that the arms cannot be seen.' " 1 

During the colonial government, on the anniversary of the surren­
der of Guatemozin, the 13th of August, 1521, a solemn procession was 
annually made around the walls of the city, headed by the viceroy, 
and displaying the venerable standard of the conqueror.1 

SAN SALVADOR. - By a decree issued in 1865, the national flag 
and arms of the Republic of San Salvador are as follows: -

Article 1. The national flag will consist of five blue and four white 
stripes, running horizontally; each stripe shall be nine inches in width 
and from three to four yards long. At the superior angle, adjoining 
the staff, there shall be a square on a red ground of one yard each way, 
in which shall be placed nine white five-pointed stars, to represent 
the nine departments of the republic. 

Artide 2. The above-described shall be the merchant flag. The 
battle-flag shall be of the same design and size, with the difference 
that the square shall contain the coat of arms of the republic on the 
converse [obverse], and the nine stars on the reverse. 

Article 3. The national coat of arms will be the same as that of the 
old confederation, with the following modifications, viz.: 1. In place of 
five volcanoes there shall be but one in eruption. 2. In the space above 
the volcano there shall appear nine stars, forming a semicircle. 3. At 
the base, the new flag of the republic shall be represented, running 
entirely across the shield 4. The cap of liberty will be placed where 
the comucopias meet. 5. The inscription, U 15th September, 1821," 
sball appear in the centre of the shield, and running across the cap of 
liberty. 6. Within the circle above the centre of the arms shall be 
placed the words, "Republic of Salvador, in Central America" 

1 Lettera, Bon. John W. Foeter, Aug. 81, 1878, and Jan. 23, 1879; &lao Letter, 
A. Nuftez Ortega, Jan. 17, 1879. 

• .Pre!Icott" Conqueet or lIexico. 
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SANDWICH ISLANDS. - The flag of the Sandwich Islands has an 
English jack for a union; and for a field, nine llorizontal stripes,­
white, red, and blue alternately. This flag was given the islanders 
by the British Government, with au assurance that it would be re­
spected wherever the British flag was acknowledged. The present 
flag has only eight stripes, the lowest blue stripe being omitted. 

The royal 8ta1ldanl has no union, but in the centre of the flag a 
white field, blazoned with the royal arms. 

Formerly, the Sandwich Islanders hoisted a white flag on the end of 
a spear, at each end of the enclosure of their • puhonas,' or cities of 
refuge. Whoever entered one of these enclosures, - the gates of which 
were always open, - whatever may have been his offence, it afforded 
him inviolable sanctuary. 

A wag has suggested as an appropriate standard for the Sandwich 
Islands one having bread-and-butter stripes, with ham stars, on a 
groundwork of mustard, as a design that would readily suggest its 
nationality. 

THE SOCIETY ISLANDS. - The flags of the gods, or the emblems 
of the Society Islanders, were carried in battle to inspire the combat­
ants with confidence, and then: martial banners were hoisted on board 
the different fleets, or carried by the bravest warriors in the centre 
of their armies. These flags were red, white, and black. They also 
used a 1Iag of truce. A sacred flag was used in their processions, and 
regarded as an emblem of their duties. 

March 17, 1829, Commander J. Laws, RN., commanding H.B.Yo 
ship Satellite, proposed for the Georgian and Society Islands a flag 
"red above, white in the middle, and red below," which was adopted 
as a national flag by the chiefs.! 

The present flag of the islands has the French tricolor grafted on 
this flag as a jack or union, emblematic of the French protectorate 
established in 1844. 

NEW ZEALAND. - The 1Iag of these islanders was granted them 
by British authorities as an emblem of sovereignty and independence. 
It is a white flag, charged with a red St. George's cross. In the upper 
left-hand canton formed by this cross there is a blue union, divided 
by a similar red cross bordered with white, and each of its blue quarters 
has a five-pointed white star in its centre. 

When this ftag was given to the chiefs at the Bay of Islands, they 

1 Ellie'. Pol)'DeIfaD Re.euch-. 
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were assembled, and told that as long as it was allowed to fly they 
were free and independent, but as soon as the flag of any other power 
was flown in its stead, they would be no longer free, but slaves. In 
1844, fearing the French might take poesession of. the islands, the 
English hoisted their own ensign at the Bay of Islands, and the act 
led to a war between them and the natives, which 1asted. several years. 

PERu. - Prescott, referring to Gomam, Sarmiento, and Velasco, as 
his authority for the statement, says that in the Inca army each com­
pany had its particular banner, and that the imperial standard, high 
above all, displayed the glittering device of the rainbow, the armorial .. 
ensign of the Incas, intimating their claims as children of the skies.l 

The modem Pemvian flag and standard. is composed of two red 
and one perpendicular white stripe,- the centre of the white stripe 
bearing the arms of the republic. The colors, red and white alternate, 
are said to have been suggested by the red and white feathers which 
were conspicuous ornaments of the head-dress or coronets of the 
ancient Incaa. 

THE STANDARDS L'ID FLAGS OF EUROPEAN STATES, " , , , , 
ITALY, DENMARK, SplIN, AUSTRIA, GER.YANY, RUSSIA, BELGIUH, 

GREECE, HOLLAND, PORTUGAL, SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 
,. / I I 

ITALIAN STANDARDS. -About A.D. 1040, the Italians, who bor­
rowed the idea from the Persians, who borrowed it from the Egyp­
tians, invented, at Milan, the carriocium, or car standard, which was 
introduced into France about A.D. 1100. This pompous and cumbrous 
standard. of the Italians consisted of a • banner royal' fastened to 
the top of a mast or small tree, whieh was planted on a scaffold and 
bome by a chariot drawn by oxen covered with velvet housings, 
decorated with the devices or cipher of the prince. At the foot of 
the mast stood a priest, who said mass early every morning. Ten 
knights kept guard on the scaffold day and night, and as many 
trumpeters at its foot never ceased flourishing, to animate the troops. 
This cumbrous machine continued in use one hundred and thirty 
years. Its post was the centre of the army; and the greatest feats 
or daring were in attacks upon it, and in its defence. No victory 
was considered complete, and no army reputed vanquished, until it 
had lost its standard. 

I Preaeott'. Conquest or Pera. 
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Alviano, the great champion of the Orsini family, when he took 
the city of Vitebro, caused to be embroidered on his standard a 
unicom at a fountain surrounded by snakes, toads, and other rep­
tiles, and stirring the water with his hom before he drinks: motto, 
"Venema pdlo." - "I expel poisons," - alluding to the property of 
detecting poison assigned to the hom of the unicorn. This standard 
was lost on the fatal day of Vicenza. Marc Antonio Monte, who car­
ried it, being mortally wounded, kept the tattered remnant clasped in 
his arms, and never loosed his grasp until he fell dead on the field. 

The MaIquis of Pescara's standard at the battle of Ravenna bad 
for device a Spartan shield, with the injunction of the Spartan mother 
to her son before the battle of Mantinea for a motto, "Aut Clt'nl hoc, 
aut in ItOc," - "Either with this, or on it." Pescara is buried in the 
church of Domenico M~~ore at Naples. Above his tomb hangs 
his tom banner, and a plain short sword, surrendered to him by 
Francis I., at Pavia. 

The ensign of the Roman family of Colonna is a silver column, 
with base and capital of gold, surmounted by a golden crown, the 
grant of the Emperor Louis of Bavaria, in acknowledgment of ser­
vices rendered by Stefano Colonna, who, when chief senator of Rome, 
crowned Louis in the Capitol contrary to the wishes of the POpe.1 

The royal standard of the present kingdom of Italy is a square 
white flag bordered with blue, and has blazoned on the centre of its 
field the arms of Savoy, a cross argent on a red (gules) shield, sur­
mounted by a regal crown, supported by an ennine mantle and by 
trophies of national 1Iags. 

The man-of-war flag of the United Kingdom of Italy is composed 
of equal green, red, and white vertical stripes, the green next the 
8taff, the centre or white stripe being charged. with the royal arms 
and crown. The merch.ant flag is the same, except that on it the 
crown is omitted. 

The origin of the Savoy arms is this: In 1309, Filles de Villaret, 
grand master of the Knights Hospitallers of St. John, defended the 
Island of Rhodes against the Soldan, with the assistance of the Duke 
of Savoy, to whom, in gratitude for his timely help, they granted the 
badge of their order, a white cross on a red shield. I 

THE MAGIC STANDARD OF DENMA.RK. - The banner of Denmark, 
taken from the Danes by Alfred the Great, was a famous magical 

1 Bury's Historie War Cries and Devices. 
• H08piDan de Orig. Monaeh, lib. v. p. 333. 
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standard. A.ccording to Sir John Spelman, it had for a device the 
image of a raven magically wrought by three sisters, Hungar and 
Hubba, on purpose for the expedition, in revenge of their father Lode­
brock's murder. It was made, said the sisters, in an instant, being 
begun and finished in a noontide. The raven has been regarded from 
very early ages as an emblem of God's providence, - probably from the 
record in Holy Writ of its being employed to feed Elijah in his seclu­
sion by the brook of Cherith. The Danes believed it carried great 
fatality with it, and therefore it was highly esteemed by them. They 
believed that when carried in battle towards good success, the raven 
would clap his wings, or make as if it would. That the raven was 
their standard is confirmed by the figure of that bird on the coins of 
Aulef, the Danish King of Northumberland. 

The embroidery of flags afforded occupation and amusement to the 
ladies of the Middle Ages; thence their value became enhanced, and 
it was highly shameful for a knight not to defend to the death what 
his mistress's hands had wrought. 

When Waldemar II., of Denmark, was engaged in a great bat­
tle with the Livonians in the year A.D. 1219, it is said that a 
sacred banner fell from heaven into the midst of the army, and 
80 revived the courage of his troops that they gained a complete 
victory over the Livonians. In memory of the event, Waldemar 
instituted an order of knighthood, called • St. Dannebrog,' or • the 
strength of the Danes,' which is the principal order of knighthood 
in Denmark The truth appears to be, that King Waldemar, observ­
ing his men giving ground to the enemy, who had beaten down his 
standard, which bore an eagle, raised up a consecrated banner or 
silver cross, which had been sent him by the Pope, and under it 
rallied his troops, and ultimately gained the victory. This achieve­
ment caused the people to'believe that the banner had been sent from 
heaven.1 

The present royal lJtandard of Denmark and man-of-war ensig1I, 
and admiralsftag are red swallow-tailed flags, with a white cross, the 
colors of Savoy. On the standard, the cross is quadrate and charged 
with the royal achievements, the shield being encircled with the col­
lars of the orders of the Elephant and Dannebrog. The quadrate of 
the cross in the admiral's flag is blazoned with an oval shield, azure, 
bearing three golden crowns, surrounded by a border of gold, the 
whole encircled with Po wreath of laurel The flag for merchant ships 
is a square red flag with a white cross .. 

1 Newton'. Display of Heraldry. London, 1846. 
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I 

SPANISH STANDARDS AltD FLAGs. - The standard of Fernan Gon-
eales, Count of Castile, in the eleventh century, was a massive silver 

cross, two ells in length, with Our Saviour 
sculptured upon it, and above his head, in 
Gothic letters, "I. N. R. I.;" below was Adam 
awaking from the grave, with the words of St. 
Paul, .. Awake, thou who sleepest, and arise 
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee life." 
This standard is said to be still preserved in 
a Spanish convent. 

The standard of the Cid was green, -
A 8puIIah IItudard. 

From the map of North Am.. "There were knights five hundred went anned before, 
lea, bJ DIfco 60_, lft58. And Bennndez • the Cid's' green standard bore." 

During the famous engagement between the forces of Aragou and 
Castile, called, from the field where it took place, de la Espina, the brave 

f Count of Candespina (Gomez Gonzalez) stood his ground to the last, and 
died on the field of battle. His standard-bearer, a gentleman of the 
house of Olea, after having his horse killed under him, and both hands 
cut oft' by sabre strokes, fell beside his master, still clasping the stand­
ard in his arms, and repeating his war-cry of • Olea.' 1 This incident 
has been rendered in stirring verse by an American poet, - George. H. 
Boker. 

" Down on the ranks of Aragon 
The bold Gonzalez drove, 

And Olea raised his battle-cry, 
And waved the JIag above, 

II Backward fonght Gomez, step by step, 
Till the cry was close at hand, 

Till his dauntless standard shadowed hilU, 
And there he made his stand. 

II As, piereed with countless wounds, he fell, 
The standard caught his eye, 

And he smiled, like an infant huahed to sleep, 
To hear the battle-cry. 

411 Yield up thy banner, gallant knight! 
Thy lord lies on the plain; 

Thy duty has been nobly done i 
I would not see thee slain.' 

1 lIr. George, Annals of the Queen of SpaiD. 
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'" spare pity, K.iDg of Aragon, 
I wonld not hear thee lie; 

My lord is looking down from heaven, 
To see his standard fly! 

" 'Yield, madman, yield! Thy hol'lHl is down; 
Thou hast nor lance nor shield. 

Fly! I will grant thee time.' - , This flag 
Can neither fly nor yield ! ' 

" They girt the standard round about 
A wall of flashing st.eel i 

But still they heard the battle-cry,­
'Olea lor Castile! ' 

" And there, against all Aragon, 
Full armed with lance and brand, 

Olea fought, until 'the sword 
Snapped in his sturdy hand. 

" Among the foe, with that high scorn 
Which laughs at earthly feal'8, 

He hurled the broken hilt, and drew 
HiB dagger on the spearB. 

"They hewed the hauberk from his breast, 
The helmet from his head, 

They hewed the hands from off his limbs,­
From every vein he bled. 

" Clasping the standard to his heart, 
He raised one dying peal, 

That rang as if a trompet blew,­
, O. lor Cadile / ' " 

When Vasco Nunez de Balboa, Sept. 7, 1513, first touched the 
shore of the Pacific, at a bay which he named St. Michael, after the 
saint on whose day it was discovered, the tide was out, and 80 gradual 
was the incline of the strand that the water was full half a league 
distant. Nunez Balboa seated himself under a tree until it should 
come in. At last it came dashing on to his very feet with great im­
petuosity. He then started up, seized a banner on which wa.<i painted 
a virgin and child and under them the arms of Castile and Leon, 
and, drawing his sword, advanced into the sea until the water was 
up to his knees, - then waving the standard, he exclaimed with a 
loud voice: " Long live the high and mighty monarchs Don Femand 
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and Donna J uanna, sovereigns of Castile and Leon, and of Aragon, 
in whose name I take real and corporal and actual possession 

BanDer of Balboa. 

of these seas, islands, coasts, 
&0., in all time, so long as 
the world endures, and until the 
final day of judgment to all 
mankind I" His followers hav­
ing tasted the water, and found 
it indeed salt, returned thanks 
to God. When the ceremonies 
were concluded, Vasco Nunez 
drew his dagger and cut three 
crosses on trees in the neigh­
borhood, in honor of the three 
persons of the Holy Trinity, and 
his example was followed by 
many of his soldiers. 

Ferdinand and Isabella, in 
their Moorish wars, used a mas­
sive cross of silver, presented 
them by Pope Sixtus IV., as a 
standard, which Ferdinand al­
ways carried in his tent during 
his campaigns. 

The ceremonials observed on 
the occupation of a new Spanish conquest, says Marineo, were for the 
royal I alferez ' or ensign to raise the standard of the cross, the sign of 
our salvation, on the summit of the principal fortress, when all who 
beheld it prostrated themselves on their knees in silent worship of the 
Almighty, while the priests chanted the Te Deum Lauda1n'U8. The 
ensign or pennon of St. James, the patron of Spain, was then un­
folded, and all invoked his blessed name. Lastly, the standard of the 
sovereigns emblazoned with the royal arms was displayed, at which 
the army shouted as if with one voice, "Castile! Castile!" After 
these solemnities, a bishop led the way to the principal mosque, which, 
after rites of purification, he. consecrated to the service of the true 
faith. 

It was stated in I All the Year Round,' in 1866, that the flag of 
Pizarro was then preserved in the Municipal Hall at Caracas, S. A., 
enshrined in a glass case, it having been sent from Peru in 1837. 
"All the silk and vel vet are eaten off, but the gold wire with the 
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device of a lion and the word Carl08 remained. The flag is about five 
feet long and three broad, and being folded double in the frame, but 
one-half is seen. They will not allow it to be taken out." Per con­
tra, General San Martin, when he voluntarily resigned the reins of 
power at Lima, in his speech on that memorable occasion, said, "I keep 
as a record the standard which Pizarro bore when he enslaved the 
empire of the Incas." In answer to inquiries which I instituted in 
1879, concerning this flag, through the Hon. Richard Gibbs, U. S. Min­
ister to Peru, Senor Camacho, a nephew of Bolivar, wrote CoL Manuel de 
Odnozola, under date, " Lima, April 22, 1879 :" "When I was Secretary 
of the Municipal Council of Caracas, in 1848, I saw in a glass case, 
kept in the Hall of Sessions, a banner, richly embroidered, said 
to be Pizarro's. I can see it now, embroidered in gold,-the lion, 
the red ground, the creases in the flag, and all the details of the 
standard, - which I understood was brought from Peru by the regi­
ments • J anin' and • Caracas' on their return, this valuable present 
having been made to the Liberator Bolivar, by the government of that 
republic j but Doct. Lama, chief clerk in the Foreign Office, and my 
immediate chief, has assured me that it could not be Pizarro's flag, as 
it never left Peru. Please clear up this point, as you have a great 
memory, and such abundant archives to draw from." 

To this note, Colonel Odnozola, librarian and keeper of the ar­
chives, who was over eighty years of age, replied, "April 23d:"" I 
immediately answer your note of yesterday, stating that I and my 
contemporaries never saw any other standard than that which was 
brought out on the 1st and 6th of January, • Dia de 108 Reyes,' 1 in 
the grand procession of the alcaldes." This standard was said to be, 
and all believed it to be, the Qne that Pizarro brought to the conquest 
of Peru. It was preserved in the municipal chamber, and was pre­
sented by that body to General San Martin, who, when he left the 
couutry, carried it with him, as he so stated in his valedictory address 
when he delivered the presidential scarf to the Constitutional Con­
gress in 1822. By a clause in his will, he desired that the valu­
able relic should be returned to Peru j and the executor of the will in 
France delivered it to Coronel Bolonese to bring it to Peru, who 
complied with the order, depositing it.in the palace when General 
Pezet had supreme command of the republic. On the 6th of No­
vember, 1865, when the palace was sacked, it was carried off, and up 

1 Lima W1LI founded Jan. 6, 1535-36, King's Day, by Pizarro (Dia de los Reyes), 
and afterwards, on that annivenary, the flag was always camed in the procession up to 
the time of the Independence of Peru, 1822. 
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to the present time (1879) the thief remains Unknown, or where it 
went to." 

" In the work published in Buenos Ayres on ·the inauguration of the 
statue of General San Martin, there was printed or engraved a copy of 
the standard, drawn by Senor Balcacer, the son-in-law of General San 
Martin, previous to his delivering the original to Col Bolonese." 

Senor Ricardo Palma also writes Senor Camacho: "Pizarro's stand. 
ard was presented by the Corporation of Lima, in 1822, to General 
San Martin, who, when he died, willed that it should be returned 
to Peru. Balcacer, son-in-law of San Martin, carried out the in­
structions of the will, and the ftag was deposited in the palace. 
According to some, Pezet presented this precious relic to the rear­
admiral or some chief of the reinstating or 'revin cadera' of the 
Chincha Islands j by others, that it was stolen by the mob who sacked 
the palace, Nov. 6, 1865, when Pezet feU The presentation of the 
standard to San Martin is recorded in the official gazette of the year of 
its presentation, and it is mentioned by later historians. I have often 
tried to follow up the track of the ftag, with no better result than I have 
mentioned. In the processions of the alcaldes, January 6, it was car­
ried by the • alfarez real,' or royal ensign, to whose custody it was con­
fided. The rich ftag you saw in Caracas could not have been that of the 
• conq uestador.' When he commenced his daring enterprise he was not 
in a position to sport a valuable banner. Old men who saw the standard 
in 1822 have told me that it was of poor material" and badly used." 

The standard of Cortez, described and illustrated heretofore, is 
preserved in the city of Mexico.l 

The present royal standard of Spain bears the arms of Catherine 
of Aragon, with those of Anjou in pretence displayed over its whole 
area.. The man-of-war flag is yellow, interposed between two hori­
zontal bars (each half its own depth) of red, and is charged towards 
its dexter with the arms of Castile and Leon impaled within a red 
circular bordure, and ensigned with the Spanish crown. The mer­
eM/iii flag is without the royal arms, and has a narrow yellow stripe 
at the top and bottom of the flag outside the two red bars. 

Spain becoming a great kingdom on the union of Castile and 
Aragon, united as a national flag the arms of the two kingdoms. But 
long before that, Barcelona ships had wom the red and yellow stripes 
known as the' bars of Aragon.' The tradition is, that in the year 873 
Charles the Bald honored Geoffrey, Count of Barcelona, who had been 
mortally wounded in the battle against the Normans, by dipping his 

1 Pages 82, 83. 
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four fingers in the blood. flowing from the Count's wounds, and draw­
ing them down the Count's golden shield. The story is, however, a 
pure fable, as the stripes on the Spanish flags are not so old by two 
hundred y~. They are simply a pun on the name of Barcelona, -
• harms longas.' Afterwards, as Barcelona merged into. the kingdom 
of Aragon, its arms were adopted for those of the kingdom. From 
the first greatness of Spain, her ships wore the Castilian tlag,-quar­
tering Castile and Leon. It was this, as the national flag, that was 
wom by the ships of Columbus, - noteworthy in the history of navi­
gation as the first to cross the Atlantic Ocean. 

On the accession of Charles V. to the kingdom of Spain, he 
introduced the Burgundian flag, - the red raguled saltire on a white 
ground, - which was to some extent used for two hundred and fifty 
years. The ships of the Armada, in 1588, bore the Burgundian cross. 
In a series of maps of the actions, preserved in the British Museum, the 
Spanish fleet is as distinctly marked by the red saltire as the English 
by the red cross. 

There seems to be-no doubt whatever that, during the latter half 
of the sixteenth and the first half of the seventeenth century, the 
Spanish flag was white, with the red Burgundian cross; and a memo­
randum drawn up at Toulon, in 1662, says that, "During the war with 
Spain, our ships always wore in battle a red ensign at the stem, to 
distinguish them from the Spaniards, who wore a white; but in the 
last war with tbe English they (the French) wore white, as different 
from the English red." 1 

To the Bourbon marrilloae must be attributed the introduction of a 
white flag, bearing the royal arms, similar in effect to the French 
standard. The old one, however, was not entirely abolished; and an 
order, dated Jan. 20, 1732, systematizes the complexity:-

"The king, having resolved that the ships of the fleet are to be 
divided into three squadrons, and that each of these shall belong to 
one of the ports already established in Spain, orders that every ship 
is to cany at the stem a white ensign, with the royal arms, as now in 
use. And to distinguish the different squadrons, those ships which 
belong to Cadiz shall wear as masthead tlaga or pennons, or at the 
bowsprit cap, white, with the royal arms. Ferro! ships shall wear 
white, with the Burgundy cross, charged at each of its four comers 
with an anchor j and Carthagena shall wear violet (morado), with the 
shield of the castles and lions." II 

1 Jal: Abraham Du Quesne, vol. i. p. 588. 
I Disquiaaclon. N'autic:art, por el Capitan de N'an., C. F. Duro, P. 271. / 
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In tbe engraving in Anson's f Voyage Around the World' of the 
Spanish galleon, f Nostra Sei{jniora de CalxuJ.onga,' captured by him near 
tbe Philippine Islands, in May, 1843, she is shown with the Bur­
gundian ensign at the stem, and a blue or violet flag with the shield 
of the castles and lions at the main.1 

The ships that fought under Navarro, oft' Toulon, in 1744, belonged 
to Cadiz; those that formed the squadron oft' Havana, in 1748, were 
from FerroL The Spanish contingent of the allied fleet that invaded 
the channel in 1779 consisted of the Cadiz and Ferrol squadrons, 
with possibly some ships from Carthagena. Throughout the war of 
American Independence, no distinctive squadrons were fitted out 
from that port, and the head-quarters of the grand fleet were through­
out at Cadiz. 

During tbese wars of tbe eigbteenth century, the white flag was 
found to be inconvenient, from its closely resembling, at a little dis­
tance, the white flag of France, and the shield bearing white flags 
of Naples and Tuscany. It was resolved, therefore, to alter it; and, 
after examining twelve patterns which were submitted, the existing 
flag was ordered, by a decree dated May 28, 1785. In this, the flag is 
defined as being in three horizontal stripes: the top and bottom red, 
each one fourth of the wbole breadtb; the middle yellow, and on it 
the simple shield of Castile and Leon, quarterly, surmounted by the 
royal crown. The merchant flag was at the same time defined as 
baving the yellow stripe in tbe middle without the shield, one-third 
of the wbole width, each of the remaining parts being divided into 
two equal stripes colored red and yellow alternately.1 There is 
no doubt the red and yellow then adopted was derived from tbe 
Aragon bars, being also the colors of the arms of Castile; but the 
Aragon arms are vertical. It is a coincidence that tbe arms of Ad­
miral Cordova, at that time commander-in-cbief of tbe Spanish navy, 
were barry of seven or, and gltles. 

Such as it was appointed in 1785, the Spanish flag has remained, 
with the exceptions of tbe short-lived change during the reign of Joseph 
Bonaparte, and at the time of the disturbance of 1868 to 1875, when 
the revolutionary ships flew any flag they thought best, with a prefer­
ence for a plain red one, denoting the Commune; sometimes a tri­
color of violet, white, and red. 

1 An8On's Voyage Around the World, &:c., by Richard Walter, p. 878. 1 voL ,w. 
Printed Cor the author, 11'8. Mr. Laughton says, in the plate in Harris's Collection of 
Voyages, the masthead Bag is white. 

I Duro, P. 278. 
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The red, yellow, red flag of 1785, but without shield or crown, 
was ordered by King Alfonzo XII. to resume its place as the national 
ensign, on the 6th of January, 1875.1 

AUSTRIAli STANDARD AND FLAGs. - The field of the imperial stand­
ard of Austria is yellow; with an indented border of gold, silver, 
red, and black, and displays the eagle of the empire. The national 
or man-of-'lDO.r.flag is formed of three equally wide horizontal divisions, 
the central one white, and the two others red; on the central division 
towards the dexter is a shield charged as the flag itself, having also 
the imperial cipher within a narrow golden border, ensigned with the 
imperial crown. The.flag of the merchant service is the same, except 
that the flag is additionally blazoned with the Hungarian arms, and for 
the outer half of the red stripe green is substituted, indicating the union 
of the Kingdom of Hungary with Austria, and also its independence. 

The national colors of Hungary are red, white, and green, arranged 
horizontally, - the green in chief, and the red at the base. The im­
perial eagle of Austria is claimed to be the successor of the eagle of the 
Gennan emperor, which succeeded the eagle of ancient Rome; and bears 
two heads, which symbolize the eastern and western Roman empires. 

Since 1495, according to an official return, two thousand and thirty­
three colors and standards have been taken by Austrian troops from 
the enemy, and nine hundred and sixty-nine Austrian standards and 
colors captured 

RUSSIAN STANDARD AND FLAGS. The imperial standard of Russia 
is yellow, blazoned with a double-headed eagle, surmounted by the 

imperial crown; each of the eagle's heads is 
also crowned, and ill each of the eagle's beaks 
and in each claw is borne a chart, supposed to 
represent the Caspian and Black .Seas, the 
White Sea, and the Baltic. On the breast of 
the eagle there is a red shield charged with 
a St. George on horseback spearing a dragon 
under the horse's feet. Pendent from tIle 
necks of the eagle and surrounding the shield 
is the collar and badge of the order of St. An-

Bo,.lStuJdudofB1IIBI&. drew, established by Peter the Great in 1698. 

I 'The Heraldry of the Sea,' a lecture delivered by J. K. Laughton, A.M.R.N., Lec. 
turer on Naval History at the Royal Naval College, Feb. 28, 1879, before the Royal 
United Serrice luatitution. 
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The Czar of all the Russias bears on his standard the double-headed 
eagle, as an assured successor of the Roman Cresars. Its two heads, 
however, might denote his own eastern and western empires, - Asiatic 
and European Russia. 

The merchant flag has three horizontal divisions, the uppermost 
white, the central blue, and the lowermost red. The ma'fl,-()/-war flag 
is white, with a blue diagonal cross; and this flag is charged in the 
dexter chief quarter of the larger flags with stripes of red, white, and 
blue, for the three squadrons of the Russian navy. 

The original ensign seems to have been borrowed by Peter the 
Great who originated it, from the Dutch, and is merely the Dutch 
r-------------------, flag upside down. 

Afterwards, as a 
further distinc­
tion, the wllite 
was charged with 
a small blue .St. 
Andrew's cross. 
During the great­
er part of the last 
century, the Rus­
sian navy wore a 
white, blue, or red 
ensign, the latter 
bearing the blue 
cross in a white 
canton. 

The annexed 
engraving is a 
fac-simile of tIle 
banner under 
which the Rus­
sians conquered 
the Tartars in 
1386, and is a 
curious specimen 
of the banners of 

the fourteenth century. A fae-simile of the banner was presented to 
the Russian Legion in 1876.1 

'Scribner's Monthly,' for February, 1880, has an engraving of a 

1 London Graphic, Oct. 28, 1876. 
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military flag of Peter the Great's time, representing a warrior on horse­
back, with a drawn sword; but the magazine does not give any de­
scription of the flag, or state where it is preserved. 

In the Russian navy they pay honors and a respect to their na­
tional flag that other nations would do well to follow. The ensign is 
lowered with great formality at sunset. The officers are assembled on 
the quarter-deck, with the band in position, and the crew in their 
places. As the flag begins to descend, the national air is played, and 
the officers and crew stand uncovered before the emblem of the na­
tion's sovereignty. It is hoisted with similar ceremonies. In 1871, 
the Emperor of Russia presented new flags to those regiments of his 
army which had reached their centenary, inscribed "1771-1871." 

THE BELGIAN STANDARD AND FLAG. - The Belgian colors - black, 
yellow, and red - are those of the Duchy of Brabant. They were 
formed into a national flag in 1831, clearly on the French model The 
standard is composed of equal bars of black, yellow, and red, arranged 
vertically, the black next the staff. The royal arms - a golden lion on 
a black shield with the supporters and crown - are charged on the 
central yellow division. The national ensign is the same flag without 
the arms. The admirals flag is also the same, but has four white 
bal.Is in the upper part of the black stripe. The 'Vice-admirafs has 
three balls, and the reaf'-admirafs two. Commodores' pennants are 
like the ensign,. but swallow-tailed. 

GREECE has adopted the colors of Bavaria, from which she got her 
first king. 

The merchant flag of Greece has a blue union with a white cross 
cantoned on the ensign, the field of which is white, with five blue 
bars; that is, it has nine alternate stripes of blue and white. 

The mtl'fH)jJUJar .flag has a yellow crown in the centre of the cross. 
The Alexandros, the first vessel bearing the Greek flag that ever 
arrived at a port of the United States, entered the port of Boston, 
Mass., in August, 1835. She was built for a brig of .war, but was 
owned by her commander; and her officers and crew were all Greeks. 
She was laden with Samos wine, which, from her being a pioneer 
vessel, was admitted free of duty. 

STANDARD AND FLAG OF THE NETHERLANDS. - The national .ftarJ 
is of three equal stripes or bars, red, white, and blue, horizontally 
arranged, the red in chief, and white in the centre. 

7 

Digitized by Goog Ie .... 



98 THE SYMBOLS, STANDARDS, AND BANNERS 

The standard has the royal achievement of arms charged upon 
the white. with the motto, "Je maintiendray." The three colors were 
given to the Dutch by Henry IV., of France. on their requesting him 
to confer on them the national colors of his country. They have ever 
since continued the colors of the Dutch Republio. and its successor, the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands. The admiral's and lieutmant-admiral's 
.flags are the same as the national ensign, but bear in the upper or red 
stripe four white balls. The flag of the 'Dice-admi'l'al has only three 
balls, and a 1'6a'l'-admi'l'al but two. 

Holland. as an independent State. had no existence till the latter 
part of the sixteenth century. Before that time, it had followed the 
fortunes of the Duchy of Burgundy. and had become incorporated in 
the dominions of the King of Spain. - with them it had the Burgun­
dian flag; and as the different ports were in the habit of using flags 
of their own. these were rendered illegal by a decree of 1540. and as 
early as 1475 all ships were ordered "to carry the arms and standards 
of the Duke." and again. in 1487. "to carry the banners and pennons 
of the admiral, in addition to any other local or special flags." 1 It is 
certain. therefore, that from these dates to the outbreak of the War 
of Independence the Dutch ships carried the Burgundian flag, - the 
red raguled saltire on a white field; but from the very first discon­
tent the Gueux adopted the colors of the House of Orange. - orange. 
white. and blue, - which was at first to be worn promiscuously or 
haphazard, though very shortly, to the cry of 'Oranje boven!' -' Up 
with the orange!' They were arranged in horizontal bars. with the 
orange uppermost; but the number and order of the bars continued 
a matter of fancy until 1599. when the flag was definitely fixed as 
orange, white, and blue. in three horizontal stripes. although even 
then, and for a hundred years afterwards, this was not unfrequently 
doubled, and contained six stripes. but in the same order; and in 
the jacks on the bowsprit, or rather at the head of the spritsail-top­
mast (jack staff), the three colors in no certain order radiated. from 
the centre. When standing into Gibraltar Bay to annihilate the 
Spaniards, on the 25th of April, 1607, Heemskirk wore an orange scarf, 
and in his hat a large orange plume. Fournier, writing in 1643, speaks 
of the Dutch flag as red, white. and blue; so that possibly the change 
was natural, from the similarity of colors. and had then well begun. 
But De Jonge, speaking from much official information, and from old 
records and contemporary pictures, considers that the change did not 

1 J. C. de JODge: "Onr den Oorsproug der Nederlandache Vlag." In Rey, voL ii. 
p. 512. 
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begin till 1653, and then very gradually eft'ected between that date and 
1665; and that the battles of the first war with England were fought 
under the orange, and that in the second war the colors were as now, 
- red, white, and blue; as, indeed, they have continued ever since. 
During a few years consequent on the French Revolution, the flags 
of ships of war were distinguished by a white canton charged with 
a figure of Liberty, armed with pike in hand and lion at feet. This 
flag was worn by the Dutch ships at bamperdown. In 1806, after a 
dangerous mutiny, it was considered expedient to restore the old flag; 
but by some omission the ships of the Texel and Zuyder Zee wore 
the old flag, whilst the ships of the Zealand ,squadron wore the new, 
with Liberty in the canton, - a curious irregularity, which continued 
until July 17. 1810, when Holland and her tlag were suppressed and 
absorbed into the French Empire. 

On the 18th of February, 1653, Van Tromp wore the lion tlag at the 
stem. the orange, white, and blue at the main; De Ruyter, the lion at 
the stem, the tricolor at the fore. and a white flag at the main; Evert­
zen, a blue flag at the main, the national colors at the mizzen, and 
the States arms at the stem.l 

STANDARD AND FLAG OP PORTUGAL. - On the 25th of July. 1139, 
.Alfonso Henriques, Count of Portugal, with thirteen thousand sol­

diers, including a band of English and French 
knights, on their way to the second crusade 
defeated a Moorish army, commanded by five 
kings, and consisting, according to the lowest 
estimate. of two hundred thousand men. The 
night before the battle, as the Count was medi­
tating in his tent on the vast superiority of the 
enemy's numbers, a hermit entered, and com­
manded him in God's name to go forth in the 
morning when he heard the bells toll for mass, 

Old But IDdIa PIq or Portupl. and to tum towards the east. He did as told, 
and within a halo of clouds beheld the image of our crucified Lord. 
who promised him not only victory but a crown, and a suecession of 
sixteen generations to inherit his sceptre. I 

Another version of this legend is that Aft'onso was much encour­
aged by opening his Bible at the defeat of the Midianites by Gideon, 
and that a hermit visited him and promised him a sign of victory. 

1 J. X. Laughton's Heraldry of the Sea, 1879. pp. 20, 22-
I Camoen'. POIIDII. 
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Accordingly at daybreak, as the matin bell sounded, there was a 
luminous cross seen in the sky, such as had been seen by Constan­
tine; and an assurance given him that he should be a king, and that 
his children to the sixteenth generation should reign in Portugal. 
His army did in fact salute him king before the battle; and he 
rode forward on a white horse, followed by enthusiastic troops, who 
won a most brilliant victory, and Portugal became a kingdom.1 

In commemoration of this victory, Affonso Henriques changed his 
amlS, which he had received from his father, viz. argent, a cross 
azure, and substituted for them the present arms of Portugal; viz., 
five shields disposed crosswise on a white shield, in memory of the 
Lord's five wounds, each shield charged with five bezants, in com­
memoration of the five Moorish kings who were slain in the Camp 
d'Ourique. 

This tradition was never questioned until Herculano, giving an 
account of the battle, endeavored to show the legend was unheard of 
in the twelfth century, and that the battle was of inferior importance. 
On the other side, Pereira de }~iguerado, in an earlier treatise, dis­
poses, by anticipation, of most of the later historian's arguments.1 

This formed the flag of the early discoverers, - the flag that slowly 
pushed its route down the coast of Africa, and led the way around the 
Cape of Good Hope to the East Indies. With it, Vasco de Gama 
also carned the armillary sphere given him specially by King Dom 
Manoel; and this flag, with the sphere, in gold or red, was long known 
as the flag of Portugal in the Indies. The present flag, adopted in 
1815, is a modification of the old and glorious flag of Prince Henry 
the Navigator. 

The present royal standard of Portugal is a red banner, charged 
with the royal. arms and crown in its cenWe. The arms are argent, 
five escutcheons, each charged with as many plates in saltire, arranged 
in a cross azure; the whole in a border 0", upon which are seven 
castles or; the outer shield having an or border. 

The ma'IWJ/-war and 71&erCM/tU ensigns are half in pale, blue and white, 
vertical, the blue next the staff, with the same emblazoned shield as 
the royal standard, surmounted by a crown, the shield half in the blue 
and halr"in the white stripe. A clear and handsome flag. 

SWEDEN AND NORWAY.-The nationalflag of Sweden is blue with 
a yellow cross, and that of Norway is red with a blue cross, having 

I Charlotte M. Yonge's Christians and Moors of Spain • 
• Handbook for TranUm in Portupl. London, 1868. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



Digitized by Goog Ie 



Page 101 

.. . ... A .. 
:E z z z • c .. .. > " fa • .. .. .. .. .. III • !I .. .. > .. .. 

~ E 
c z 

IE • " .. • ~ ~ 
.. ,. .. 

0 .. 

• W N = 0 

• % • ... ~ > > > " ~ Z 0 > 0 
0 .. Z .. 

" " Z 
; < Z 

C! • .. C 

" !I : 

.. . 
I: • .. ~ .. " • r;; ~ .. 
n z .. 
" • c !-

~ 

• .. .. z !: 
~ > ~ IE 0 • '" Z III 
< C 

" II 

PLm 

~ 

~ 
.-s:1 
t"" 

t 
Ul 

0' 
t]:j 

~ 
~ .... -- Z ....... 

& 
fJ 
I 
.~ 

Digitized by Coogle 



" 

,.' ··,.il.ll 

',' .. , (" . , 
"~. 

.Ii. '[1 
:< 

'" I. .. ;, i' '..' ',i, 

" . " 

~ t', - '. 1 ; •• ~: 

J' • -~-

.I •• ! i, p \ 't·.\. 'L"n 
: .. 

. ," 11 

·'; .. t. 

. ,.. ' J. 

... ;,": 
l' .I, 

... " ! -:l! 

'" ,. '.," l' .' It. ~, 

, .. ~'1, ,,' , i "., 

, 
''-'.'!I I 

" 
~. I 1\. :! : 

c, !, 

'j ..... 

" l.' .! 

',' "" ~ ~ '. i ' . , 
. t • ~ I ,,:,', oJl 

." . 

~, " , ~ , .1, 

':,.:; t·: ~ ,I.: i '., I I t \ ::'.1 : ':.:" \; 
" 

::- ~,' ; '" . \'. J ; ~. , 1;- • ~ 
, 

"., " 

", ': ,;1' ~ill·l·. ,i 
1,\ '. : • .. I .\' . , 

,I' 't 

I' 

,0(.-' 1: f.! (' " ~:'" 

,\ ..... :~." ,. ~ .. , , 

• do flag. " '. 
,. '_, ~uese were recognize: 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



1"' .. 

Digitized by Coogle 



OF ANCIENT AND MODERN NATIONS. 101 

a white fimbriation. These two 1lags are combined to form a united 
ensign, after the manner of the union jack of Great Britain, and the 
united Bag is cantoned in the national ensigns. The man-of-war flag 
is swallow-tailed, and that of rMl'ckantfMll, square. The admiral8 
flag8 are the same as the man-of-war flag, only smaller. Commodores' 
pennants are triangular. 

The f'O'JIOl. 8tarulard is charged with the royal arms, crown, and sup­
porters. 

The prominent part Sweden once played in European history has 
been brought home by the discovery in the war office at Stockholm 
of a work prepared by Charles XI., to commemorate her triumphs. 
This is an illustrated manuscript in twenty volumes, containing up­
wards of two hundred pages of drawings, with copies of numerous 
flags and standards captured by the Swedish armies in battle or siege 
down to the year 1697. Olof Hofman received six hundred and forty 
rix dollars for its execution. A great part of the Oliginal trophies 
actually exist in the Ritterholm Church, which does duty as the met­
ropolitan cathedral on great occasions. The king ordered an inves­
tigation to be made of the vast stores of such relics laid up there, 
reported to number six thousand, but which were found not to exceed 
four thousand. Of these, the most remarkable are to be restored, in 
the same manner that similar neglected relics have been restored in 
Germany and Switzerland. 

The Swedish flag seems to be merely the Danish, with the colors 
altered, in 1523, when Sweden won her independence. The Norway 
flag is clearly the Danish flag, with a blue cross superimposed i for, 
though it is described as blue fimbriated with white, the authorized 
border is too wide. The Swedish-Norwegia~ union, in the canton, 
was devised in 1817, when the two countries were united under one 
king. - .. 

THE STANDARD AND FLAGS OF GERMANY. - The most ~cent flag 
added to the family of European nations is the black, red, and gold 
flag of the North German Empire, which is said to have originated in 
the time of Barbarossa. When that emperor was crowned, A.D. 1152, 
ruler of Germany, in the Frankfort Cathedral, the way from the Dom 
to the Romer Palace, where the festiyities were held, was laid with a 
carpet representing the colors black, red, and gold. After the corona­
tion, this carpet was given to the people, and every one tried to cut 
ofT a piece, which was carried by them about the city as a flag. In 
the year 1184, at the Reichstag at Mayence, these were recognized 
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88 the true German colors, and were retained until Napoleon put an 
end to the empire in 1806. Since that time, the Burschenschaft.en 
have kept the old colors in memory. In the revolutionary year, 1848, 
the German colors were once again brought to light by the National 
Assembly at Frankfort. There was considerable discussion as to which 
color had the precedence. • Freilgrath ' said: "Powder is black, blood 
i'5 red, and golden flickers the flame, tlUlt is the old imperial standard." 
Frederic Wilhelm IJ., however, was the author of the motto bearing 
the meaning of the German standard, -

" From night, through blood, to light." 

This flag supersedes and covers not alone the black eagle ftag and 
the standard of Prussia, but the flags of all the lesser states and prin­
cipalities and free towns which are united under the new Gennan 
Confederation, viz.: 1, Hamburg; 2, Bremen; 3, Mechlenburg; 4, Sax­
ony; 5, Hanover; 6, Brunswick; 7, Oldenburg; 8, Lubec; 9, Hesse 
Cassel; 10, Frankfort; 11, Baden; 12, Bavaria; 13, Nassau; 14, Hesse 
Darmstadt; and 15, Wurtemberg. 

The imperial standard of Germany is orange, charged in each of its 
four quarters with three black eagles and an imperial crown. The 
arms of a Maltese cross, silver and black, extend across the entire 
field of the flag, bearing on its arms the motto, .. Gott mit '1£118, 1870;' 
- Gott in the upper arm, mit on the left hand, Un8 on the right hand, 
and 1870 on the lower arm. The centre of the cross bears a golden 
shield blazoned with the black eagle and the imperial arms. 

The ma'llt-Of-war .flag is white, with a black eagle in the centre of 
a circle, from which are extended the arms of a black cross, bordered 
first with a narrow white and then a narrow black stripe. In the 
upper canton next the statl' formed by the cross there is a black 
Maltese cross, edged with white, set in the centre of three horizontal 
stripes, - black, white, red. 

The merchant. .flag is composed of three horizontal stripes or bars, 
of equal width, - black, white, red, - the black uppermost. The 
pilot flag is bordered with a broad band of white. 

The Emperor William, in 1873, ordered all the Prussian regiments 
to state in detail the history of their regimental colors, and to send in 
carefully prepared drawings and paintings of them, designing a history 
of all the Prussian colors should be compiled under his own super­
vision. 
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FRENCH SYMBOLS, STANDARDS, AND FLAGS. 

THE STANDARDS OF THE FRANKS AND GAULS.-ANcIENT AND MODERN 
FRENCH STANDARDS, BANNERS, AND FLAGs. 

THE STANDARDS OF THE FRANKS AND GAULS. - The emblems of 
the barbarian hordes which, rushing upon the Roman Colossus, over­
run and subdued Gaul, and established themselves in place of the abo­
riginal inhabitants, are so numerous and diverse, it is impossible to 
determine with precision the ensigns of each. To the Franks are 
ascribed the half-moon, toads, serpents, and the lion j the last is sup­
posed to be the parent of the seventeen Belgic lions. According to 
many authorities, the Sicambri bore a bull's head j the Suevi, a bear j 
the Alani, a cat j the Saxons, a horse j the Cirubri and most of the 
Celts, a bull. The military ensign of the Goths was a cock.! 

The old Swiss cantons of Uri and V alai.~, the purest popular 
govemment known, have existed for more than a thousand years. 
Every spring, the little army of Uri, bearing a banner of I the bull's 
head,' marches to a green meadow among the mountains j all the men 
of lawful age following on foot, the magistrates on horseback, and the 
chief magistrate wearing a sword. Reaching the meadow, the people 
gather around the chief ruler j there is a brief pause of silent prayer j 
and then and there, in the general assembly of the people, the magis­
trates resign their trusts, the chief magistrate delivers up the sword of 
his office, leaves the chair, and takes his place with the other citizens. 
If he has served them well, they bid him take the chair again j for 
there is no rule that he may not be re-elected.1 

FRENCH STANDARDS, BANNERS, AND FLAGS. - To the reign of Louis 
XIV., the banner of the King of France was blazoned with his 'own 
device; thus, Charles IX. had I pillars ;' Henry 11, I a half-moon j' 
Henry Ill, I three crowns j' Henry IV., I a Hercules club;' Philip 
Augustus chose 'a lionj' Louis VIII., 'a boarj' St. Louis, 'a dragonj' 
Philip the Bold, I an eagle j , Charles the Fair, I a leopard j , John, 
I swans;' Charles V., I greyhounds and a dolphin;' Charles VII. and 
VIII., the I winged stag;' Louis XU, the gentlest of sovereigns, I a 
porcupine;' Francis I., I the salamander.' Our illustration of a conse­
aerated bmner, preseuted to Charlemagne by the Pope, is from a 
mosaic in the Triclinium of San Giovannis de Latemo, built under 

I U Ditecl Serrice JOIIJ'IIAl. II G. W. Curtis's Lecture, October, 1872. 
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Charlelllao"De by Pope Leo, which has been partially destroyed, and is 
ill restored The full mosaic represents St. Peter presenting Leo III. 
with the insignia of the popedom, and giving the standard of war to 
Charlemagne, who is represented as kneeling.1 

For many centuries it was customary to 
choose for a military standard the colors of 
the saint in whose intercession the most 
confidence was placed. Often being charged 
with the custody of some relic of the saint, 
its sanctity was increased 

The a.ncient kings of France canied St. 
Martin's blue hood or cap for their stand­
ard for six hundred years. The legend of 
St. Martin is that he divided his cloak 

Bamler p_t.ed to Charlemagne with a naked beggar whom he found per-
b)' the Po.... ishing with cold at the gate of Amiens. 

This cloak, miraculously preserved, long formed one of the holiest and 
most valued relics of France; when war was declared, it was carried 
before the French monarchs as a sacred banner, and never failed to 
assure certain victory. The oratory in which this cloak or cape - in 
French, CMpe - was preserved, acquired the name' cMpelle,' and the 
person intrusted with its care was termed cMpelain j and thus, accord­
ing to Collin de Plancy, our English words 'chapel' and' chaplain' are 
derived. The canons of St. Martin, of Tours, and St. Gratian had a law­
suit for sixty years about a sleeve of this coat, each claiming it as their 
property. The Count Larochefocault put an end to the proceedings 
by sacrilegiously committing the contested relic to the flames.' St. 
Martin, the son of heathen parents, was born in Hungary, A.D. 316. 
He was elected Bishop of Tours, 374, and died A.D. 397 or 400. He 
was the first saint to whom the Roman Church offered public venera­
tion. St. Martin's standard was the richest of all the flags borne by 
the ancient kings of France. It was made of taffeta, and painted 
with the image of the saint, and was laid upon his tomb for one or 
more days to prepare it for use. 

The counts of Anjou, as grand seneschals of France, were the first 
flag-bearers of the ensign of St. Martin. Beneton de Peyrins says the 
cape of St. Martin was kept at Argenteuil, and was carried in a casket 
which enclosed it; but that the banner of St. Martin was of the form of 
other banners, resembled the ancient labarum, and was carried by a 
chosen warrior, and not by a priest. 

1 Deodorua's Christian Iconography. I Chambers's Book of Days. 
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St. Martin's standard was succeeded by the famous Auriflamme, or 
Oriflamme, of St. Denis, which in turn gave place to the 'Cornette 
Blanche.' This sacred banner of Clovis, fabled to have been brought 

by an angel to St. Denis, was 
originally the banner of the 
Abbey of St. Denis, suspended 
over the tomb of that saint, 
and was presented by the lord 
protector of the convent when­
ever it became necessary to 
take up arms for the presel'va­

a.e!...f(~_'--~:-:::-..:!..':=:~~::=;~::: tion of its rights and posses­
:-,~~~.=:::=..:=;:=.."~~" sions. It was made of red silk, 

with flames of gold worked in gold thread upon the silk, and was fixed 
on a golden spear, in the form of a banner. Its end was cut into 
five points, each adorned with a tassel of green silk. 

Guillaume Guiart, who wrote in 1306, describes it as" a banner 
made of silk stronger than guimp of flaring cendal, and that simply 
without any figure upon it;" and adds, that he had recently seen it. 
Later, it was powdered with golden flakes of fire, as represented 
in the' Indice Armorial' of Louvain Geliot, 1635, where it is thus 
described: -

" L'Oriftambe astoit (!lite de sendal, 
Cctlt a dire de taffctas ou tieau de 80yS ronge, 
Aucune(ois semcc de flames d'or d'ou elle 
Prenoit de nom de ori.flambe." 1 

The Oriflamme was red, - for all the banners of the churches 
dedicated to martyrs were red, - and fringed with green, the one color 

indicating suffering, the other hope. The illustra­
tion, representing Henry of Metz receiving the Ori­
flamme from the hands of St. Denis, is from a 
painted window in the church of Notre Dame de 
Chatres. Another account a says the color of the 
Oriflamme was purple, azure, and gold; the two 
colors producing orange were separated in the Ori­
flamme, but united in its name. The Oriflamme 
borne at Agincourt was an oblong red flag, split 
into five points. Sometimes it bore upon it a 
saltire wavy, from the centre of which golden rays 

TIle Ori8am..... diverged a 
1 Herald and Genealogist, vol. iii. 1866. 
• Fairholt', Dictionary of Terms of Art. • Sir Nicholas Hania Nicolas. 
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The Oriflamme was intrusted by the community of St. Denis to 
the kings of France, who ranked themselves as vaasals of the abbey, 
as counts of the Vexin 

When the kings of France were threatened with doubtful wars, 
and obliged to have recourse to the oriflamme, they paid their first 
devotion in the church of Notre Dame of Paris, then repaired to St. 
Denis, where, having been solemnly received, they descended, without 
hood or girdle, with the oriflamme, to the vaults under which rested 
the relics of the saint, and placed the sacred banner on the altar. In 
1382, the remains of 8t. Louis were placed beside those of St. Denis. 
The abbot celebrated Mass, and, to heighten the devotion of the king 
and his standard-bearer the Count du Vexin, admonished him of the 
request of St. Denis. While the Count was on his knees, bareheaded, 
and without a girdle, between the king and the abbot, the king ~ 
ceived the Oriflamme from the abbot, blessed by his prayers, and 
delivered it over to the custody of the Count du Vexin 

After the earldom of Du Vexin was joined to the crown, under 
Louis Ie Gros, any noble whom the king wished to honor was made 
its standard-bearer, who kept it unfurled. Sometimes the king placed 
it around his neck, awaiting the encounter of battle, and when it 
was unfurled, attached it to the end of a lance. The chosen stand­
ard-bearer, before receiving it, confessed, partook of the eucharist, 
and solemnly vowed to guard it faithfully with his life. The war 
ended, the Oriflamme was carried back to 8t. Denis by the king 
himself. 

Louis Ie Gros was the first king who took the Oriflamme to battle, 
A.D. 1124,1 and it appeared for the last time at Agincourt, A.D. 1415,2 
othe1'8 say at Monterey, A.D. 1465. 

At Bouvines, in 1214, the blue royal flag was carried at the head 
of the French knighthood, while the red oriflamme .was the standard 
of the commoners. 

The Oriflamme was borne against the Flemings in the battle 
of Rosbecq, 1382, in which Philip van Arteveldt was slain Says 
Froissart: "It was a most excellent banner, and had been sent from 
heaven with great mystery. It is a sort of gonfanon, and is of much 
comfort in the day of battle to those who see it. Proof was made of 
its virtues at this time; for all the morning there was so thick a fog 
that with difficulty could they see each other, but the moment the 
knight had displayed it, and raised his lance in the air, the fog in­
stantly disappeared." (See illustration of it, p. 105.) 

1 Henault. I Du Tillet. 
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In an inventory of the treasury of the church of st. Denis, taken 
in 1534, the Oriflamme is described as .. a standard of very thick silk, 
divided in the middle like a gonfanon, very frail, fastened around 
a stick covered with gilded copper, and a long pointed spear at the 
end." 

This banner of St. Denis was said to have been destroyed when 
the tombs of the kings of France in the abbey were desecrated and 
despoiled, at the time of the first French revolution; but a writer 
in 1867 asserts that it "is still suspended from an eminence at the 
eastern extremity of the venerable abbey church of St. Denis, beyond 
the high altar." The monks of old were in the habit of assuI?ng the 
people that this banner was brought to the abbey by an angel, at the 
time of the conversion to Christianity of old King Clovis; and tradi­
tion assigns an age of thirteen hundred and eighty years to this silken 
remnant of monastic superstition and imposition. 

The CO'I'nette blaneke, a plain white hanner, emblematic of the 
purity of the Virgin Mary, succeeded the oriflamme -in the fifteenth 
century. 

The fleur-de-lis, with which it was subsequently powdered, are 
supposed to represent the flower of the lily, and may be a rebus 

signifying the flower of Louis. Mr. Planche 
says that Olwi8 is the Frankish form of 
the modern Louis, the C being dropped, as 
in Clothaire, which is now written Lothaire, 
and Clovis may have assumed the fleur-de­
lis as his rebus, from his favorite clove-pink 
or gillyflower. 

Ancient heralds tell us that the Franks had 
a custom, at the proclamation of their king, 

Tbe BoarboD Royal Standard. to elevate him upon a shield or target, and 
place in his hand a reed or flag in blossom, 

instead of a sceptre; and from thence .. the kings of the first and 
second race in France are represented with sceptres in their hands, 
like the flag with its flower, and which flowers became the armorial 

I figures of France." 
Respecting this device there are many legendary tales : - that a 

banner, embroidered with golden fleur-de-lis, came down from heaven; 
that St. Denis personally bestowed the lily as an heraldic device upon 
the royal family of France; that a banner semee of fleur-de-lis was 
brought by an angel to King Clovis after his baptism; and that such 
a banner was delivered by an angel to Charlem~(7Jle. Such are some 
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of the tales accounting for the origin of the fleur-de-lis as the device 
of the French royal family, from the time of Clovis to Charles x. l 

The fleul'-de-lis was first borne on a royal seal by Louis VII., A.D. 

1137-80. Edward III. was the first English monarch who quartered 
the French fleurs-de-lis on the Great Seal of that kingdom, A.D. 1340, 
and they were not removed from the English shield until 1801.2 

Under Philip Augustus, the French banner was white, and semee­
de-lis, that is, strewn with golden lilies; but from the time of Charles 
VI., A.D. 1380, it invariably consisted of three golden fleurs-de-lis on a 
blue field, with a white cross in the middle. 8 

It is singular that the old English name for the iris, or fleur-de-lis, 
is ' flag.' Does the flower derive its name from the standard, or vice 
versa? The lily is an old device, and forms one of the most frequent 
decorations of Solomon's Temple, the Hebrew word 'susa' or 'susiana' 
being the same. The word ' shushan' stands for six, 'the perfect num­
ber,' in Hebrew. Two interlaced fleurs-de-lis make the lily, each having 
three prominent leaves, or both together, the perfect number. The 
name of ' snsa' and its changes are derived from the Hebrew for a lily. 

At the coronation of Charles VII. at Rheims, the Oriflamme was 
the only royal banner. The white flag was the personal banner of 
Jeanne d'Arc. 

A French national flag is a modern idea. Under the feudal system, 
every lord had his own personal ceat of arms. 

Sieur de Aubigny, marshal of France, one of the most experienced 
commanders in the service of Charles VIII. and Louis XII., as a rela­
tive of .James IV., bore the red lion of Scotland on a field argent, 
which he caused to be' semee of buckles,' signifying that he was the 
means of holding united the kings of Scotland and France ~oainst 
England, with the motto, "Distantia jungit," -"It unites the distant." 

Charles III., seventh Duke of Bourbon, the celebrated constable, 
had displayed near his tomb at Gaeta his great standard of yellow 
silk embroidered with flying stags and naked flaming swords, with 
the word' e.peranu,' in several places; meaning, he hoped to revenge 
himself by fire and sword upon his enemies. 

The banner of Robert de la Mark, the Great Boar of Ardennes, had 
a figure of St. Margaret with a dragon at her feet.f 

1 Newton's Heraldry. 
S Fairholt's Dictionary; Recherches sur l'Origine du BIsson et en particulier sur Ia 

Fleur.de·lis, par M. Adalbert de Beaumont, avec xxii Planches gravees. Paris, 1853. 
• Fairholt's Dictionary. 
, Mrs. Bury Palliser'lI Historic Devices, Badges, and War Cries. London, 1870, 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



OF ANCIENT AND MODERN NATIONS. 109 

A French military author, who served and wrote in the time of 
Charles XIV., intending to express the importance of preserving the 
colors to the last, observed that, on a defeat taking place, the flag 
shoUld serve the ensign as a shroud; and instances have occurred of 
a standard-bearer, who, when mortally wounded, tore the flag from 
its staff, and died with it wrapped around his body. Such a circuDl­
stance is related of Don Sebastian, king of Portugal, at the battle of 
Alcaza, and of a young officer named Chatelier, at the taking of 
Taillebourg, during the wars of the Huguenots. It also had a parallel 
during our civil war. 

After the establishment of a permanent militia, every regiment 
carried the color of its colonel; and down to 1789 many of them had 
preserved their own particular banners. The white being the royal 
color, however, superseded them all, from the fact that, when Louis 
XIV. suppressed the functions of colonel-generals, whose distinctive 
sign 1 was a white standard, such a standard was retained as an em­
blem of command; hence it became a sign of the regal power, and 
displaced all others. The royal flag was, in reality, the national flag 
of the eighteenth century. 

As late as 1543, there is a royal order for t< all ships in the service 
of the king to carry the banners or ensigns of the admiral of France." 2 

Annebault, who was admiral of France from 1543 to 1552, commanded 
the fleet which invaded the Channel in 1545, and his arms, gules a 
cross vair, were probably worn by French ships. It is probable that 
with these were worn the blue flag with the white cross, and others, 
provincial and local There is, notwithstanding all that has been 
written, no trace of the white flag as a national ensign before the 
time of Henry IV., though it is undoubtedly true a white flag was 
borne by Joan of Arc, with a picture of the crucifixion. The Catholic 
army wore first red, then green, the color of Lorraine, and after the 
murder of the Duke and Cardinal of Guise, black, until the death 
of Henry Ill, when they resumed the green. But the Protestants, 
from 1562, wore white, as an emblem of their superior purity, which 
they continued when Henry nl. joined them, when it became royal 
The principal standard of the League, captured at Ivry, 1590, was 
black charged with a crucifix, and the device," A. u..pice Christo;" 
but it had green tassels. The royal flag was blue, with golden lilies, 
though white was the party color. Everybody knows that the 
king-

" Bound a snow-white plume upon his gallant crest;" 

1 Dependens. I Do Boum" Lea Drapeau Fran~, p. 221. 1875. 
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and also that he cautioned his followers, -

" And if my standard-bearer fall, as fall full well he may, 
For never saw I promise yet of such a bloody fray, 
Press where ye see my white plume shine amidst the ranks of war, 
And be your Oriflamme to-day the helmet of Navarre." 

The wars of the League and the battle of Ivry were not naval, 
but they mark the introduction of the white flag, which became from 
that time royal and national, and supplanted the provincial and town 
flags, though the old blue flag continued to be worn by merchaut 
ships. 

M. d'Infreville, Intendant of Toulon, in 1665 wrote: n The Saint 
Philippe is so richly gilt, that, to be in keeping with such splendor, 
she ought to have a new flag of crimson damask, bearing the arms of 
France, and powdered with fleurs-de-lis, and crowned L L's in em­
broidery. The old one, which was made at Paris for the Archbishop 
of Bordeaux, twenty-eight years ago, at a cost of 12,000 livrea, is tom 
away to half its size, and is quite a rag." 1 

In 1669, an order was given reducing the chaos of flags to some­
thing like regularity. On the 6th of November of that year, it was 
decreed that "the ensigns at the stern are to be blue, powdered with 
yellow fleur-de-lis, with a large white cross in the middle, without 
distinction of peace or war. voyage or battle. Merchant ships may 
wear the same ensign as our ships of war, with the escutcheon of 
their province or town in one of the corners. The pavesades are to 
be blue, powdered with yellow fleur-de-lis, bordered with two broad 
white bands." 

On the 3d of December. by a new order. n the ensigns of the stern 
are to be in all cases white." Merchant ships the same, with the 
escutcheon as before.1 

Thus, under the white flag the French squadron served in the 
allied fleet in 1672-73. and all the naval battles for more than a 
century. All through the eighteenth century the three squadrons of 
the French line of battle were distinguished. - the ceutre by a white 
flag at the main, the van by a blue aud white flag horizontally divided 
at the fore, and the rear by a blue flag at the mizzen. Occasionally 
these three flags were worn at the maiu. subordinate officers wearing 
their flags at the appropriate mast; there being also a particular 
instruction which provided. n If the commanders of divisions are not 

I Abraham du Queene et 1& Marine de son Temps, par A. Jal. tom. i. p. 850. 
I Du Queena, par A. Jal, tom. i. p. 588 • 
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general officers, they may carry for distinction a swallow-tailed flag 
of the color of the squadron, longer and narrower than a flag of com­
mand, but shorter and broader than a pennant." 1 

.After the battle off Ushant, M. d'Orvilliers reported that the flag 
of the blue division worn on that occasion caused mistake and 
confusion, in consequence of two out of the three British admirals 
wearing blue flags and ensigns. It was therefore modified by the 
reintroduction of the old white cross, which was worn during all 
the subsequent events of that war, and especially in the West Indies 
&aaainst Rodney.2 

In the navy. both blue and red were originally hoisted, then blue 
alone. Louis XVI. reserved the white flag for his ships of war. 
allowing merchant vessels to employ it, coupled with some distinctive 
badge. In the eighteenth century. merchant vessels wore the white 
flag, and also a blue flag with a white cross. The galleys flew a red 
flag.a 

The flag of the French admiral, the Duc de Penthievre. was the red 
flag of the galleys semee of fleur-de-lis. with a blue shield in the 
centre of its field. surmounted by a ducal crown, and blazoned with 
three golden fleurs-de-lis. - two and one. - the shield supported by 
two crossed anchors.' 

With the revolution. the spirit of change seized on the flag as on 
every thing else. The National Assembly. Oct. 24, 1790, decreed that 
the tricolor should be adopted by the navy, thus: -

" The flag on the bowsprit (jack) shall be composed of three equal 
bands placed vertically; that next the staff shall be red, the middle 
white, and the third blue. 

I< The flag at the stem shall carry in its upper quarter the jack 
above described; this shall be exactly one-fourth of the flag, and shall 
be surrounded by a narrow band, the half of which shall be red and 
the other blue; the rest of the flag shall be white. This shall be the 
same for men-of-war and for merchant ships. 

U The flags of commao.d shall carry in their upper quarters the 
three vertical bands, - red, white, blue; but the rest of the flag shall 
be, as heretofore [a curious mistake]. red, white, and blue; the National 
Assembly having no desire to change in any way those dispositions 
which have been made to distinguish the three squadrons of the fleet." 

1 Tactique Navale, par Le Vicomte lloroques, p. 107. 
t Hey, Histoire du Drapeau, tom. it p. 578. 
, M. Desjanlillll, Recherches sur las Drapeau FI'IU1~ Paris, 1874-
• La Croix', Middle Ages. 
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On the 15th of February, 1794, the convention abolished this Bag, 
as savoring of royal tendencies, and decreed:-

"The flag prescribed by the National Assembly is abolished 
"The national flag sball be formed of the three national colors in 

equal bands, placed vertically, - the boist being blue, the centre white, 
and the fly red." 

Such has been the French tricolor ever since, and the French 
national flag, except during the reign of Louis XVIII. and Charles X., 
when the white Bourbon flag and standard were resumed. In t1:e 
picture by Loutherbourg, in the Painted Hall at Greenwich, the }'rench 
ships in Lord Howe's action of the 1st of June, 1794, are represented 
as wearing the ensign suppressed on the 15th of February preceding,­
either a mistake of the artist, or it may be that the fleet sailed from 
Brest before new flags could be made for it, and therefore fought under 
that flag. 

In 1814, on the return of the king, and again in 1815, as we have 
said, the tricolor was replaced by tbe white flag, which continued 
until the abdication of Charles X., in 1830, when the tricolor was 
restored. In 1848, March 5, the Provincial Government, on the flight 
of Louis Philippe, ordered the colors to be blue, red, and white, - the 
blue at the staff and white at the fly; but two days later, the opposi­
tion to it was so strong that the order was cancelled.1 There is no flag 
on the ocean so easily distinguished or more beautiful than the French 
tricolor. 

The golden eagle of Napoleon, on an azure field, surrounded by a 
swarm of golden bees, succeeded the white standard and golden fleur­
de-lis, which for so many centuries were identified with the heraldry 
and standards of France.s The first and second republics had no 
standard. One of the principal standards borne by the insurgents, 
June 20, 1792, was a pair of black breeches, with the inscription, 
"Tremblez, tyrans! wici lea sans-culottes." The standard and arms 
of the second empire were the same as those of the first. 

The flag of Elba, presented by Napoleon to tIle National Guard of 
Elba, 1814, and used by him on his return to France the following 
year, is on exhibition in the collection of Madame Tussaud & Sons, 
London. It is composed of tricolored silk, and the whole of the 
ornaments are elaborately embroidered in silver. The reverse side 
has exactly the same ornaments, with the inscription, • Champs de 

1 The notes respecting the French naval Bags have been compiled principally from 
Laughton's Hel'llldry of the Sea, 1879. 

I Boutell's Hemldry, HiatoricallUld Popular • 
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Mai: where it was presented by the Emperor to his guards, before 
they marched for Waterloo, when it was taken by the Prussians, 
and sold by them to an English gentleman, who brought it to 
England! 

Pietro Alessandro Garda, the man who, when Napoleon returned 
from Elba, hoisted the tricolored flag on the Tuileries while the 
palace was still occupied by the Royal Guards, died at Turin, Jan. 11, 
1880. He was, after the return from Elba, attached to Napoleon's 
staff, and fought at Waterloo. Since then he has been director 
of an English mining company in Peru, a volunteer with his friend 
Garibaldi, and a gentleman of leisure, living quietly in his own 
chateau. 

The standard of the first regiment of the old Imperial Guard, 
which Napoleon embraced at Fontainebleau in 1814, on taking leave 
of the army, was preserved by General Petit, and presented to 
King Louis Philippe. It is deposited at the Invalides with the 
sword of Austerlitz, presented by General Bertrand. The colors 
are much faded by time and service, and are inscribed, "Garde im­
pbiale r Empt:reur Napoleon. au premier r~ment de Grenadiers a 
pied, vialle Garde;" on the reverse side is, "Marengo, .A. usterlitz, 
Jma, Eylau, Friedland, Wagram, MOBhwa, Vienne, Berlin, Madrid, 
MOItXYW. " 

The French tricolor is supposed to be a union of the blue banner 
of St. Martin, the red banner of St. Denis, and the • cornette blanche,' 
there being evidence that those colors have been regarded as the na­
tional emblem for centuries. Yet the choice of the tricolor as the 
emblem of liberty at the time of the Revolution was purely acci­
dental Blue and red, the ancient colors of the city of Paris, were at 
first assumed, and the citizens mounted guard in a blue and red cock­
ade; but the National Guard, which was not unfriendly to the throne, 
admitted the white of the Bourbon standard, and thus reproduced the 
tricolor as the standard of the French nation. 

A correspondent 2 of London • Notes and Queries,' which has sev­
eral communications on the origin of the French tricolor, says: "In 
1789, after the defection of the French guards, it was determined to 
raise a city guard of forty thousand men, each district to contribute 
a battalion of eight hundred men. The name of the guard was the 
• Parisian Militia;' their colors the blue and red of the city, mixed with 
the white of their friends. This Parisian militia became the National 

1 Madame Tusaaud'8 Catalogue. 
I Andrew Steinmetz, voL n, 2d eeriee, p. 16', 

8 
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Guard, and their colors the tricolor, from the union or fraternization." 
Another correspondent says: "In or about 1356, during the captivity 
of John of France in the Tower of London, and the regency of the 
Dauphin Charles, the states-general of Paris effected great changes 
in the mode of government. Paris became, in fact, republic, and the 
municipality governed the estates, and, in truth, all France. At this 
time it was decided that the city of Paris should have colors of its 
own, and under the authority of Etienne Marcel a flag was selected, 
half blue and half red, with an agrafe of silver, and the motto, , .A bonne 
fin.' Shortly after, when Etienne Marcel was murdered with sixty 
of his followers, the colors of the city were suppressed, and remained 
in obscurity until 1789. Upon the accession of Charles V., he erected 
the Bastile St. Antoine on the very spot where Etienne Marcel had 
been slain, as a monument of defiance on the part of the crown &eaainst 
the capital, which remained for centuries a state prison, and symbol 
of despotism. By a singular coincidence, the Bastile was destroyed 
on the anniversary of the day upon which the ancient colors of Paris 
- the colors of Etienne Marcel - became victorious over royalty. 
On that day, July 14, 1789, Lafayette restored the colors of the city 
to the people, adding thereto the royal emblem, white, and thus com­
posed that tricolor which, according to Lafayette's propbetic words, 
, Devait jaire ie tour dtt m()'1l(]e.' 

"At first, the French revolutionists adopted a green cockade, which 
was quickly discarded, wben it was remembered that it was the 
livery of the Counts d' Artois, the most detested of the royal family. 
On the night of the 11th of July, after the dismis.qa} of Necker, at 
the first meeting of the populace in the Palais Royal, they were 
harallorrued by Camille Desmoulins, who told them 'there was no 
resource but to fly to arms, and take a cockade by which to recognize 
each other.' He was rapturously applauded, and, snatching a poplar 
leaf from the garden of the Palais Royal, he held it up before the 
excited crowd, and exclaimed, • What colors will you have? Cry out! 
choose! Will you have green, the color of hope? or the blue of 
Cincinnatus, the color of liberty, of America, and of democracy?' 
The people cried, • The green, the color of hope! ' 1 

Still another correspondent of ' Notes and Queries' says, "The tra­
dition in France concerning the adoption of the tricolor is that it \vas 
originally the field of the arms of the Orleans family, which \\'as 
made up in fact of the red of the ancient oriflamme, which was gules, 
semee of lys, or j of the arms of Valois, azure, semee in like manner j 

lB. r. B. 
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and of Bourbon, argent, semee of the same. As the Orleans claiml!d 
descent from all three branches, they took for the field of their 
escutcheon their three tinctures, and blazoned them,' tierce in pale 
ann:, argent, and gulu, semee of fleur-de-lis or.' The tradition is, 
when Philip of Orleans threw himself into the arms of the repub­
licans, and called himself L'Egallte, he caused the fleur-de-lis to be 
erased from the escutcheons which were stuck up in the Palais Royal. 
The field being left, it was identified with his name, and by degrees 
became the republican flag." 1 

The tricolor did not at once replace other emblematic signs. Only 
a few of the ninety battalions of the Parisian militia which took part 
in the fete of the Confederation combined the three colors, and not 
one of them was designed according to the present fashion. The 
famous flag of the Twelfth Brigade, which General Bonaparte led 
across the bridge of Arcole, was not a tricolor, and the flag of the 
Fifth Half Brigade, carried by Augereau, had republican ornaments on 
a white ground. 

The imperialltandarrl of Napoleon I. was the tricolor, semee of 
golden bees, and charged with the eagle of the empire upon the cen­
tral division of the white field 

In the guard-chamber of Windsor Castle, England, suspended over 
the marble busts of the Dukes of Marlborough and Wellington, hang 
two little French flags of peculiar significance. The one a white flag 
of the Bourbons, spotted with fleur-de-lis; the other, the tricolor. 
These flags are presented annually, by the Dukes of Marlborough and 
Wellington, to the reigning sovereign of Great Britain on the anni­
versaries of the battles of Blenheim and Waterloo, and are the tenure 
of service by which the noble dukes hold the estates of Blenheim and 
Stratfieldsaye, settled on them by Parliament. The banner rendered 
by the Duke of Marlborough was formerly suspended in Queen Anne's 
closet at Windsor, where she first received intelligence of the victory 
of Blenheim. 2 

When King William IV. was on his death-bed, and awoke on 
June 18, he remembered it was the anniversary of the battle of 
Waterloo, and expressed a pathetic wish to live over that day, eyen 
if he were never to see another sunset. Calling for the flag which 
the Duke of Wellington always sent him on that anniversary, he 
laid his hand upon the eagle which adomed it, and said he felt 
revived by the touch. 

The flags and standards taken in battle, which were removed from 
1 A. A. 2 Guide to Windaor. 
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the Hotel des Invalides on the approach of the Prussian army in 
1870, and placed in safety at Brest, were in 1871 restored to their 
old places about the tomb of Napoleon I., or in the chapel Their 
number is but small, for in 1814 the governor of Lea Invalides 
ordered the whole collection to be burnt, to save it from the enemy. 
At that time, the chapel alone contained sixteen hundred of these 
trophies of the triumphs of Napoleon I.1 

On the night of the 30th of March, 1814, all the banners which 
hung under the dome of the Invalides were taken down, and formed 
into a pile in the court-yard; the banners with their lances, surmounted 
by Russian, Prussian, and Austrian eagles. Upon them were thrown 
other trophies, such as the sword and regal insignia of Frederick the 
Great. The ashes of this pile were swept up and thrown into the 
Seine. The next day, after the entry of the allies, a Russian officer 
came to seek the banners, and General Darmaud showed him where 
they had been, and told him they had been burnt the night pre­
vious.1 It has been said that the ashes of these trophies were thrown 
into a cask of wine, and that the veterans drank the mixture to the 
health of the Emperor; and that the sword of Frederick the Great was 
concealed in the cupola of the Invalides, and is now in the possession 
of a private gentleman. 

In 1829, an American ship entering the port of Havre with a 
tricolored flag at her masthead was ordered to take it down. The 
three colors were not to be displayed in a French port, even as a 
signal flag.8 

In 1830, the United States government was officially notified "that 
the tricolored flag has been ordered to be hoisted on all French ships 
of war as well as comUlerce;" and in a circular letter dated" Navy 
Department, Oct. 22, 1830," United States navy officers were ordered 
"to recognize the same as the flag of the French nation, and respect 
it accordingly." From that time to the present (1880) - through the 
reign of Louis Philippe, King of the French, the second republic, the 
second empire, and now the third republic - the tricolor has continued 
to be the national ensign of France. 

The eagles introduced into the French armies as regimental stand­
ards by Napoleon the Great, and which were revived by Napoleon Ill, 
were wrought from pure gold, and had an intrinsic value of about 
two thousand dollars. The ribbon attached to them was of silk, five 

1 London Times and New York Tribune, July, 1871. 
2 Independence BeIge, 1872. 
• Philadelphia Saturday Evening Post, August, 1829. 
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inches broad, three feet long, and richly embroidered During the 
war of 1870, it was a prize much coveted by 
the soldiers of King William's army, who, it 
is claimed, captured nearly two hundred of 
them in the successive disastrous defeats of the 
French. 

After that war, the regiments contented them­
selves with provisional flags. On the 2d of June, 
1871, the war minister ordered the standards then 
in use to be handed over to the artillery, which was 
to destroy the silk of the old flags, and send the 
eagles and gold fringe to the domain office. In 
exchange, small flags \vithout inscriptions were 
served out provisionally. In 1876, the army 

owned only a few Napoleonic eagles, with the 'N' cut ont, and some 
common woollen flags. In that year, by a decree of 
President McMahon, all of the infantry and cavalry regi­
Dlents received white, blue, and red silk standards, in 
the centre of which, surrounded by a cornette of laurel 
and oak leaves, was embroidered the once celebrated 
'R. F.' (Republique Fran¢Se). The streamers bore 
the name of the regiment, division, and army corps, 
and number, also the device," Honneur et patrole." 

In June, 1878, the minister of war ordered for the 
colors of the infantry, and standards of the cavalry 
and artillery, of the French army, a blue staff, sur­
lUounted by a small rectangular block, like the ped­
estal for the Roman eagle, bearing on one face the 
number and designation of the regiment, and on the 
other the letters 'R. F.' In place of the imperial 
eagle a gilt laurel wreath surmounts this, traversed by 
a golden dart. The flag is of silk, with a fringe of 

Bead of a French gold The colors were presented in September, 1878, 
8taDdard. 1878. at a great national festival, to the troops composing 

the garrison of Paris, and to delegates from the territorial forces. 
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BRITISH SYMBOLS, STANDARDS, AND FLAGS. 

THE STA .. "IDARDS AND BA.'iNEBS OF .ANCIENT BRITAIN, ENGLAND, IRE­

LAND, SCOTLAND, AND GREAT BRITAIN, FROM: THE ROMAN CON­

QUEST, AND UNDER THE SAXONS, DANES. AND NORMANS. TO THE 

REIGN OF QUEEN VICTORIA. 

Julius Cresar. having, B.o. 55, conquered the southeast of Britain; 
sent to the Roman senate the standards of seven British kings. From 
Latin records. traditions, and ancient pictures it is ascertained that 
the allied petty kings fought under ensigns exhibiting the figures of 
animals abounding in their provinces. The ram. ewe, hind. and 
grouse, which abounded in the southeast of the ialand, were the 
typical signs on the standards of that region. The stag, goat, cor­
morant, and the golden eagle of the mountains of Cambria, represented 
the southwest. The wolf, beaver, and black eagle ,vere the character­
istics of the northeastern provinces. The wild boar, bear. vulture, 
and mven were the symbolic tokens of the woody countries of the 
northwest. These badges were represented on targets and quivers, 
made of osier twigs covered with white leather, and were hoisted 
as ensigns. Such were the primitive standards of the ancient 
Britons. 

Cacibelan, King of Colchester, B.C. 54, being vanquished by Cresar, 
became tributary to Rome, and presented Cresar with a brigandine, 
or royal coat of arms, ornamented with pearls of the country, which 
was sent to Rome and consecmted to Venus. That war-dress, imitated. 

from the Oriental ooat of mail, with scales, exhibited 
shells and fishes, a brigantine, a boat, and a beaver, em­
blems of the Brigantes, who also depicted a bear on their 
targets. The British pennons, banners, and flags of this 
time were of woollen cloth or white leather. Emblems 
were also engmven on iron arms and wooden weapons, 
as clubs and staves. These last have been the type of a 
staff or mace bearing the royal arms, which is still car­
ried by British peace-officel'8. 

A Roman prefect governed IDndon, A.D. 44, assisted 
by a prretor or judge. These magistmtes had over their 

Alma 01 LoDdoD, tribunal or ju~rrment-seat a Phrygian cap, bearing the 
&.D. '" monogram. S. P. Q. R.; the staff. which supported the 

cap was blue, the color of the Roman people and army, and purple, 
representing the Roman senate and nobility; these colors were dis-
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posed like two twisted ribbons. By putting pn the 'liberty cap,' the 
prefect was empowered to free any slave. The' sword of mercy' and 
club of Hercules also figured in the armorial bearings of the city under 
the Roman prefects. 

The Emperor Trajan, waging war in Gurgistan, A.D. 98 to 117, cap­
tured a sLandard exhibiting a dragon struck down by a horseman. 
He adopted it as his ensign, and had it hoisted in all the provinces of 
his empire. The Georgian chevalier trampling on the dra.,aon was 
hence borne on the ensign and on the breastplates of the Roman 
officers, and waved on citadels and towns all over Britain. The Em­
peror Valentinian III., A.D. 426-440, having recalled his legions from 
the south of Britain to resist an invasion of barbarians, the Saxons 
raided upon the southern coasts, and the forlorn Britains armed in 
self-defence, and hoisted the standard of Trajan, which they conse­
crated to Albion, the first patronal god of the isle. Thence Albion 
was depicted as a chevalier on a white horse, trampling on the dragon; 
and many cities adopted that badge as an emblem for their fortified 
gates. 

The Hibernian or Irish harp was adopted by Constance Chlorus 
on his return from the conquest of Hibernia, A.D. 301. 

The evacuation of the Romans was followed by the invasion of the 
Anglo-Saxons and Jutlanders, A.D. 449, under Hengist, whose brother 
Horsa was killed on the field of battle. Horsa had adopted for his 
ensign the war-horse of Odin, the northern god of war; and Hengist 
set up the ambling horse of Odin as his standard over a newly con­
quered city, which received the name of Canterbury, and became the 
capital of the kingdom of Kent, of which Hengist was the first king. 
The horse rampant, an attitude known as the' canter,' or ' Canterbury 
gallop,' has been ever since the ensign of the county of Kent. 

The city of Glastonbury, A.D. 408-510, bore the standard of the 
Roman dragon, of a red color, allusive to Tor, the god of fire. l 

In the Anglo-Saxon poem of 'Boewulf,' supposed to have been 
written in the tenth century, we read, "Then to Beowulf he gave a 
golden banner." St. Oswald, who fell fighting in defence of Christi­
anity &oaainst Penda, Lincolnshire, was buried at Bardney Abbey, A.D. 

642. gorgeously enshrined, with a banner of gold and purple, paly 
or, bendy, suspended over his remains. The Picts regarded with rev­
erence the banner called Breckannoch, from its association with St. 
Columb, their spiritual father. The keeper of this sacred relic had 
lands assigned him for its custody. 

1 Brunet's R~ Annorie. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



OF ANCIENT AND MODERN NATIONS. 121 

Ossian mentions the standard of the kings and chiefs of clans, and 
says that the king's was blue, studded with gold, and having on it a 
white horse. The Anglo-Saxon ensign was very grand: it had on it 
a white horse, as the Danish was distinguished by a raven. William 
the C-onqueror sent Harold's standard, captured at the battle of Hast­
ings, which bore the device of a dragon, to the Pope. His own stand­
ard was sumptuously embroidered with gold and precious stones, in 
the form of a man fighting. When he sailed for England, the white 
banner, consecrated by Pope Alexander II. expressly for the occasion, 
was hoisted at the masthead of the ship on which he was embarked. 
The device assigned Arthur, the mythic king of Britain in the sixth 
century, is azure, - three crowns proper, - and over this the motto, 
• Tr~ en un.' King Arthur's shield forms the centre of the star of 
the Bath. 

Arthgal, the first Earl of Warwick, is said to have been one of the 
knights of the Round Table. ' Arth,' or • N arth: signifies a bear, and 
one of his descendants is said to have slain a giant who encountered 
him, with a tree tom up by the roots; hence the cognizance of the 
• bear and ragged staff,' which is at least as old as the fifteenth 
century. The House of Orleans and Dukes of Burgundy bore the 
same device. 

A particular account of the standards of the successive rulers of 
Britain may be found in Sir Winston Churchill's curious work, ' Divi 
Brittanici,' also in Brunet's' Regal Armorie of Great Britain.' 

The origin of the standard of the three saxes or swords of 
Essex, A.D. 530, is thus explained: The Roman Empire was invaded 

in the second century by a tribe of 
Goths wearing a crooked sabre called 
• saex: from which the tribe derived the 
name of' Saxons.' These Saxons con­
quered that part of Germany washed by 
the Elbe, which they named' Saxony.' 
Then, uniting with the Jutes and An­
gles, they became powerful pil-ates or 

TbeTbree8uee orSwol'daof Eucx. sea-kings, and conquered three cantons, 
in Britain, which they erected into kingdoms, named • South· Sax,' 
, East-Sax,' and • West-Sax,' - that is to say, the Saxons of the south, 
east, and west, - whose contractions are Sussex, Essex, and Wessex. 
The chiefs or kings of these cantons having formed an alliance, hoisted 
a standard bearing three saxes or swords as an emblem of their triple 
won and common origin. The three swords of the Saxon standard 
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were damascened with Gothic hieroglyphics. and their type bas been 
preserved in the armorial bearings of Essex. 

Edilfrid, A.D. 592-616, a Saxon king of Bernicia, in the north of 
Northumberland, had a standard called the 'tufa,' which exhibited a 
bear, a Roman emblem of the polestar and the ancient ensign of War­
wick, the capital of Bernicia. The bear was also the device on the 
streamer of Bangor, in Wales.! 

The Anglo-Saxons established eight kingdoms· in Britain, but 
Edwin, the successor of Edilfrid, united the kingdoms of Bernicia and 
Dacia, by the name of the kingdom of Northumberland, and assumed 
the title of Bretwalda, or ruler of Britain, as presiding at the Witen­
agemote, or parliament of the heptarchy. The standard of the Bret­
walda was a bear, which was stamped on a coin that had currency all 
over Brita.in.1 He was the first Christian king of Northumberland, 
and. falling in battle, A.D. Oct. 12, 633, was canonized, and became St. 
Edwin. Not only in war was his standards (wziUa) bome before 
him, but in peace he was preceded by his 'signifier,' and also when he 
walked the streets had a standard bome before him which the Ro­
mans called 'tufa,' and the Angles, 'turef,' being a tuft of feathers 
affixed to a spear.s 

A great battle was fought, A.D. 742, at Burford, in Oxfordshire, 
when the golden dragon, the standard of Wessex, was victorious over 
Ethelbald, the King of Mercia. 

Egbert (A.D. 827-837), King of Wessex, who dissolved the heptarchy 
and temporarily united the seven kingdoms in one. assumed the title 
of ' King of the Anglo-Saxons,' and spread the red dragon of Wessex 
as the national standard throughout his whole dominion. This re­
puted standard of King Arthur, as dear to the Anglo-Saxons as to the 
Britons, became the standard of Winchester, the capital of Egbert's 
kingdom. ' 

Among the Saxon kings of England there were two who were re­
puted saints: Edmund the Martyr, A.D. 975, and Edward the Confes­
sor, A.D. 1042; and these, with St. George, are the three patron saints of 
England. The banners of these saints accompanied the English army, 
and waved over the fields where the Edwards and Henrys fought. 

St. Edmund's banner is considered to have been azure, three 
crowns (H, two and one, the same as the badge assigned Arthur; but, 
from the description by Lydgate, two banners were appropriated to 
him, of which drawings are given in that writer's work,-one of them 
that mentioned above. 

1 Brunet's Regal Annoria. I Stevenson's Notes. 
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"Oftr he [-the 1rlDg], eeycle Lally a-- QaceM, 
Myn OWD bauer, with here ahaJl be." . 

" This other standard, feeld stable off eolonr ynde, 
In which off Gold been notable erownys thre, 
The fll'llt tome in crony. meD may fynde 
Grannted to h)'lll for Royal dignyte, 
And the eeeond for virgynyte ; 
For martildam, the thrydde in hia sntliyug 
To theee annexyd ffeyth, hope, and cbaryw, 
In tokne he was martyr mayde and kyng. 
Theee titre erownys Kyng Edmund bar certeyn, 
Whan he was sent be grace off Goddis hond 
At Geynesburuh b to slen Kyng Sweyn." 

" By which myraele men may understand 
Delyvered was from trybut all thys loud 
Mawgre Danys in full notable wyee i 
For the hooly martyr dissolvyd bath tbat bond, 
Set this Region ageyn in his franchise." 

"Theee titre erownys history aIy t! aplye. Appliet.u:io· 
By pron08tyk nobally 80vereyne 
To sizte Herry in fygur signefye 
How he is bom to worthy crownys tweyne, 
Off France and England, lynealy t! atteyne 
In this lyff heer, af'terward in hevene 
The thrydde crowne to reeeyve in eerteyne 
For his merits above the sterry swene." 

The other represented Eve in the Garden of Eden, and the serpent 
temptiDg her. 

" The feeld powdered with many hevenly sterre 
And balff ere88&Dtis oft gold ful bright and cleer; 

And when that evere he joarneyde nyh or ferre, 
Ny in the feeld, with hym was this baneer." 

"Thia hooly standard hath power and vertu 
To stanche fyres and stoppe flawmys rede 

By myracle, and who that un take heede 
God grantyd it bym for a prerogatyff." 

.. This vertnous baner shal kepen and conserve 
This loud from enmYe8 dante ther cruel pryde 

Off syzte Herry, the noblesse to preserve 
It shall be bome in werrys by his syde." 1 

1 Betroepective Beview, 2d eeries, voL L 
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The banners of St. Edmund or St. Edward do not occur in any of 
the illuminations of the chronicles or other manuscripts in the Brit­
ish Museum; and the only proof of their being used so late as 
the reign of Henry V., other than the allusion to the banner of St. 
Edmund, by Lydgate, who wrote in the reigns of Henry V. and VI., 
are the statements of contemporary chroniclers. Le Fevre, Seigneur 
de St. Henry, in his account of the battle of Agincourt, informs us 
that Henry had five banners; viz., the banner of the Trinity, the ban­
ner of St. George, the banner of St. Edward, and the banner of his 
own arms. This list enumerates but four, the fifth was probably one 
of the banners of St. Edmund. The banner of the Trinity, we infer 
from a painting of the arms of the Trinity in Canterbury Cathedral. 
was .. Gule. an orle and pale, argent, inscribed with the Trinity in 
Unity." Lydgate says the fifth banner alluded to by St. Remy was 
that of the ViIgin Mary. After enumerating the banners of St. George, 
the Trinity, and St. Edward, he adds: II The device on the banner of 
St. Edward the Confessor was, without doubt, the cross and martlets. 
as they are carved in stone in Westminster Abbey, where he is 
buried, and which Richard 11 impaled with his own, as may be seen 
by the banner of that king on the monumental brass of Sir Simon de 
Felkrig, his standard-bearer, at Felkrig, in Norfolk." 1 Arms were 
invented for Edward the Confessor in the time of Edward 1. The 
Anglo-Norman heralds were probably guided in their choice by a coin 
of that monarch, upon the reverse of which appears a plain cross with 
four birds, one in each angle. The arms as then blazoned are azure, 
a cross flory, between five martlets or, and formed the standard of St. 
Edward as usually displayed by the English monarchs down to the 
fifteenth century.s 

The Danes, A.D. 1000, under the command of Sweyn, conquered 
England, and unfurled their standard of the raven. A black raven 
was exhibited on the royal shield and banner on a silver ground. 

Canute, King of England and Denmark, having conquered Norway, 
hoisted the Norwegian lion, - a golden lion rampant, with a battle­
axe, represented on an azure shield, strewn with red hearts, and bear­
ing the three crowns of England, Denmark, and Norway. 

Edward the Confessor, on his accession, A.D. 1040, changed tbe royal 
seal bearing a black raven to a white falcon. The king kept a tame 
falcon, which was represented on his sceptre, and has since been con­
verted into a dove. 

The ensign of Rolla, the first Duke of Normandy, bore a leopard, 

1 Boutell's Heraldry. I Retrospective Review, 2J series, vol. i. 
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the emblem of the N orthmen. When Maine was annexed to N or­
mandy, a second leopard was added to the Norman standard, and un­
furled at Mans, the capital of Maine. William the Conqueror, in 
1066, introduced the two leopards as the royal standard of Britain; 
his personal standard represented a man fighting. The dragon, the 
standard of the West Saxons, was Harold's standard at Hastings; a 
winged dragon on a pole is constantly represented near his person on 
the Bayeux tapestry. And Richard I. (Creur de Lion), in 1190, seeing 
that no Western nat jon had adopted the legend and name of St. George 
and the dragon, selected it as the type of his intended exploits, and on 
his return from the crusade, 1223, instituted the festival of St. George. 
Henry III, 1264, at the battle of Lewes, and Edward I., in Wales, 
fought under the dragon. It was borne in the battle between Canute 
and Edmund Ironsides, 1016. Edward Ill, also, at the battle of 
Cressy, 1846, had a standard II with a dragon of red silk, adorned and 
beaten with very fair lilies of gold." And Henry VII's standard at 
Bosworth, 1485, was a red dragon upon a green and white silk. 

The banners of the sovereigns of England, from the Conquest up to 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, bore their family devices, when the last 
brilliant relics of the feudal system, the joust, the tournament, and all 
their paraphernalia, fell into disuse. 

The standard of William Rufus, 1087, bore a young eagle gazing 
at the sun, with the motto, " Perfero," - II I endure it." 

Pope Urban II., in 1096, proclaimed the first crusade, and gave as 
a war-cry, II DU:u le 'Deut," - II God wills it." In that holy war, the 
Doble crusaders, wearing cuirasses and iron masks, which concealed 
their features, adopted various ensigns for recognizance on the field of 
battle. These standards, bannerolls, and streamers exhibited suggestive 
figures and rebuses for rallying the troops; and these mottoes or war­
cries from that time became surnames, and, with the devices, were 
exhibited on the crests of helmets and on various parts of the armor. 
Until this century, the Oriental armorial bearings adopted by the na­
tions of Western Europe were only worn by kings, princes, dukes. and -
marquises, or displayed upon the fortified gates of cities. On the 
return of the first crusaders they were introduced and pro~aated 
among the nobility, clergy, and gentry, who called them family arms. 
Thus originated the modern system of heraldry. 

Stephen of Blo~, grandson of William the Conqueror by his 
daughter Adel, 1135-1154, adopted for his banner the sagittary, an 
emblem of hunting, and the ensign of the city of Blois, whence he 
derived his title of Count of Blois. 
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Hemyn, 1154-1189, surnamed' The Plantagenet,' succeeded Ste­
phen, and adopted the green broom, or Plante Genet C" R prYrloit tLflg 

G-enMtt entre dewe Plantu de Genesee "), for his device. The- sur­
name came from his father, Geoffrey, Count 
of Anjou, who, having committed a crime, 
punished himself by ftagellationwith birches 
of green broom, and wore a branch of it on 
his helmet in sign of his humility and pen­
ance. Henry II. married Eleanor of Guy­
enne, who brought him the duchy of that 
name. The anns of Bordeaux, its capital, 
having a golden lion, that charge was mar­
shalled with the two leopards on the es­
cutcheon of England. From the conquest 
of Ireland by Henry II., 1172, up to Henry 
VII!., the kings of England styled them-

Eleanor or GU1ewae. selves' viceroys of Ireland.' 
Richard 1.,1189-1199, bore several devices on his shields and ban­

ners; viz., a star, probably of Bethlehem, issuing from the horns of a 
crescent, in token of his victories over the Turks; a mailed hand 
holding a shivered lance, with the motto, .. Labor vi'DiB COfI,'Vtm.it j" a 
sun or, and two anchors, - motto, " Christo d1tce." 1 Engaging in the 
third crusade, he carried a white Latin cross on his banner. The 
ChristUln nations of Europe, following that crusader, carried either 
Grecian, Armenian, or Latin crosses on their banners j viz., France, a 
red cross; Flanders, a green 'cross; Germany, a black cross; Italy, a 
yellow cross. On assuming the title of 'King of Jerusalem,' Richard 
hoisted the banner of the lion of that holy city, - the dormant lion of 
Judah, the badge of David and Solomon, kings of Jerusalem from the 
tribe of Judah. Thenceforth Richard obtained the surname of ' Creur 
de Lion,' either for his lion, or his great achievements against the in­
fidels. On the second seal of this king is the first representation of 

- the three lions or leopards, which from that time have continued on 
the royal arms and banners of England. 

In 1838, the tomb of Richard was discovered in Rouen cathedral. 
The recumbent effigy of the king has a dormant lion at his feet. The 
armorists of later centuries, ignorant of the Norman leopards, repre­
sented Richard with three lions passant. 

John and Henry III., 1199-1272, bore the star and crescent, and 
John was the first to add Dominm Hibemia to the royal titles. When 

1 Boutell', Heraldry, and Hiatorieal Badgea and Devlcea. 
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Isabella, the sister of Henry III., married Frederic 11., Emperor of 
Germany, the Emperor sent Henry a live leopard in token of the 
British armorial bearings, which were still the two leopards of Wil­
liam the Conqueror. Henry III. then altered the standard of his 
father John by adding a third leopard, as a device of his imperial 

alliance. When, later, Henry 
was beaten at Guyenne and 
fled to England, the French 
made rebuses, in which the 
weak monarch was represented 
as a retreating leopard. When 
Henry the Third's daughter 
Margaret was married to Al­
exander, of Scotland, in 1252, 
her robe was embroidered with 
three leopards on the front and 
three on the back.1 

A mandate of Henry III. 
to Edward Fitzode, in 1244, 
directed him-to cause a dragon 

llarpnt, Daupt8r or Henry 111., In her WeddIJIg to be made in the fashion of a 
Garments, I~~:l. d d f d 'lk kl stan ar ,ore SI , spar ing 

all over with gold, the tongue of which should be made to resemble 
flaming fire, and appeal' to be continually moving, and the eyes of 
sapphires or other suitable stones, and to place it in the church 01 

St. Peter, at Westminster, against the king's coming there; and the 
king being informed of the cost, it should be defrayed.2 This standard 
is mentioned in Dart's« History of Westminster Abbey.' 

That this standard was sometimes sent forth to battle may be pre­
mmed, as it is stated that at the battle of Lewes, 1264, a dragon 
standard was borne before King Henry III. j and at a much earlier 
battle, between Edmund Ironside and Canute, it is stated, "Requis 
loctU erat inter Draconem et standarum.8 

Edward 1.,1272-1307, was the first English monarch who assumed 
a rose for his device, a golden rose, stalked proper or ve'rt. When 
Eleanor, the wife of Edward 1., followed him to the last crusade, 
Edward hoisted the three leopards of his father, Henry ilL, whibt 

1 Brunet, Boutell. Harlean MS.,.to. I have a photograph oC Isabella II., oC SpaiD, 
in which her dftlllS is covered with castles and lions. 

: Excerpta Historica; or, IllustratioDi oC English History. London, 1838. 
• Betloepecthe Renew. 
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Eleanor unfurled the banner of the lion in repose, - an emblem of 
!£on, in Spain, which was her birthplace. 

The chronicler of Caerlaverock describes the royal banner of 
Ed ward I. after this characteristic manner: .. On his banner were 
three leopards, courant, of fine gold, set on red; fierce were they, 
haughty and cruel, thus placed to signify that, like them, the king 
is dreadful to his enemies. For his bite is slight to none that in­
flame his anger; and yet, towards such as seek his friendship or sub­
mit to his power, his kindness is soon rekindled" 1 

The royal banners of England, from the time of Edward, have borne 
the same blazonry as the royal shield Edward III. placed on his 

standards his quartered shield at their 
head, and powdered them with fleur­
de-lis and lions. Drawings of many 
of these banners and standards are 
preserved in Herald's College. The 
English sovereigns, in addition to the 
banner of their royal arms, used ban­
ners and standards charged with their 
badges. The royal banner of arms 
charged their insignia upon the entire 

Standard or Edward III., 1837. field without accessories, until the time 
of the Stuarts, when the arms were sometimes associated with other 
devices, or the flag bore the entire royal achievement charged upon 
the centre of its field Examples of royal standards thus emblazoned 
appear in the pictures at Hampton Court, representing the embarka­
tion of Charles II., in 1660, and of William III., in 1688. Of late 
years the royal standard is a square flag, blazoned with the arms of 
the United Kingdom over the whole field 

Edward II!., 1327-1377, bore silver clouds proper, with descend­
ing rays; also a blue boar, with his tusks and his 'clies' and his 
members of gold. He was the first monarch that used the English 
vernacular dialect in a motto. His atandard, as given by Sir Charles 
Barker, is the lion of England in a field semes of rising SUDS and 
crowns; motto, .. JJieu et mon droit." 

He first quartered the fleur-de-lis of France, 1337, with the three 
leopards of England, and for the first time the lion passant gardant 
bearing a crown as a crest, as it is continued on the royal standard 
and arms. His standard erected at Cressy was of red silk embroid­
ered with lilies of gold When Edward III. did homage to Philip VI., 

1 Siege of Caerlaverock. 
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of France, at Amiens, 1329, for the dukedom of Guyenne, he wore 
a robe of crimson velvet, with three leopards embroidered in gold 
and silver. The King of France wore a blue robe. When Edward 
assumed the title of • King of France,' he wore a robe and mantle of 
blue, and created a pursuivant or herald, called 'manteau bleu,' or 
blue mantle. 

It is a matter of familiar history that Edward III., on laying claim 
to the French crown, quartered the French lilies with the English 
lions; and that, from some affectation which we may wonder at but 
cannot interpret, he placed the lilies in the first, or honorable, quarter. 
That the lions were heraldically put in the secondary place is certain. 
Macaulay has elegantly interpreted the position thus:-

" Look how the lion or the sea lifts up his ancient crown, 
And umlerneath his deadly paw treads the gay lilies down. 
So stalked he when he turned to ftight, on that famed Picard field, 
Bohemia's plnme, Genoa's bow, and CR!sa.r's eagle shield; 
So glared he when, at Agincourt, in wrath he tllmed to bay, 
And enlshed and tom beneath his claws the princely hunters lay." 

Edward the Black Prince bore for his device "a sunne arysing 
out of the cloudes, betokening that, although his noble courage and 
princely valour had hitherto been hid and obscured from the world, 
now he was arysing to glory and honnor in France." 

The cherished and popular belief is that the crest and motto of the 
Prince of Wales was won by the Black Prince at Cressy. 

" There lay the trophy or onr chivalry 
Plumed or his ostrich reathers, which the Prince 

Took as the ensign or his victory, 
Which he did after weare, and ever sinr.e 

The .Prince or Wales doth that achievement beare, 
Which Edward first did win by conquest there." 1 

" From the Bohemian crown the plume he wears, 
Which after ror his r.redit he did preserve 

To his rather's use, with this fit word, I I 8ert1t.'''. 

But this tradition is not supported by history, for the crest of the 
blind King of Bohemia was not a plume of ostrich feathers, but the 
wings of a vulture expanded. On the other hand, an ostrich feather 
argent, its pen gules, was one of the badges of Edward III., and 
was, with slight difference, adopted by the Black Prince, and by all 
his sons and their descendants. The Black Prince used sometimes 
three feathers, sometimes one argent. His brother, John of Gaunt, 

I Alleyne. • Ben Jonson. 
9 
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three or one ermine, the stems or, on a sable ground. A single 
feather was worn by his brother, Thomas of Gloucester, and by their 

nephews, Edward, Duke of York, and Richard, 
Duke of Cambridge. It is more than likely that 
Edward I. adopted this crest at the battle of 
Poi tiers, joining to the family badge the old 
English word, Icdtn (Theyn), I serve, in accord 
with the words of the Apostle, "the heir, while 
he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant." 

Creat. or tile Black Prince. The feathers are placed separately upon the 
tomb of the Black Prince, in Canterbury Cathedral This feather 
badge was also used by Richard II. and by Henry IV., before and 
after he came to the throne j by his brother Humphrey, the good 
Duke of Gloucester, and all the members of the Beaufort branch. 
Henry VI. bore two feathers in saltire. Three or one was adopted 
as a cognizance by his son, Prince Edward, and was worn by Warwick 
at the battle of Barnet.l 

In 1344, during the reign of Edward 111., the order of the Garter 
was instituted, but was not fully organized, nor were its knight com­
panions chosen, until 1350. The companions were twenty-five, the 
sovereign making the twenty-sixth, with authority to nominate the 
others. At first, the queen and the wives of the knights shared 
the honors of the fraternity, and were called • Dame de la FraJ.erniti 
de St. George,' wearing robes and hoods adorned with the garter. 
Charles I. attempted to revive this usage, but was unsuccessful. The 
original number of knights remained unchanged until 1786. In that 
year a statute was passed fixing the number at twenty-six, exclusive 
of the princes of the royal family or illustrious foreigners on whom 
the order might be conferred. The Prince of Wales, having been a 
knight of the original institution, is reckoned among the twenty­
six companions. From time to time special statutes have admitted 
foreign sovereigns. Extra knights have also been admitted by stat­
ute. The meetings are held on St. George's day (April 23),2 in St. 
George's Chapel, Windsor, where installations take place, and the 
banners of the knights are suspended. 

The motto adopted for this order, "Honi soil qui mal '!I pmse," 
Edward HI. placed upon a scroll at the top of his standard, and it 

1 Bolltell's Heraldry; Hist. Badgee and Devices; F.llia's Heraldry; The Retrospectift 
Review; Brunet's Regal Armorie. 

s The 2M of April ia otherwise noted as the annivenaries of the birth of Shakspeare 
and of hia death. 
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has since remained upon the scroll of the British shield, as well as on 
the garter of the sovereign, and of the knights of the order. 

Richard II., son of Edward the Black Prince, 1377-1399, adopted 
a white hind, couchant on a monnt, under a tree proper, the banner of 
his mother, Joan, surnamed the Fair Maid of Kent, which appertained 
to her arms previous to her marriage. 

Alter the suppression of the insurrection led by Wat Tyler, King 
Richard changed the hind into a white hart, gorged with a royal 
crown around his neck, ornamented with the fleur-de-lis of France, 
and a loose golden chain. On the marriage of Richard with Anne of 
Luxemburg, all the royal plate of England was engraved with this 
device. In 1396, on his second marriage, with Isabella of France, he 
adopted a lion and a hart as supporters of the royal shield, and he 
is the first monarch whose supporters are authenticated, - a golden 
lion gardant stood on the right hand, a silver hart affronU, on the left 
of the shield, with horns and · hoofs or, bearing a crown around its 
neck, and a golden chain hanging down. The three leopards were 
also then changed into three lions leopard/, or spotted. Rich1rd's 
standard was a hart with two suns. He also used as supportera to 
his own arms two angels blowing trumpets. 

Henry IV., of Bolingbroke and Lancaster, 1399-1413, introduced 
the red rose of Edmund of Lancaster, whose daughter was his mother, 

and which became ever after the 
badge of the Lancastrians, as opposed 
to the white rose of York. The red 
rose of Lancaster was blessed by the 
Primate of England when he anointed 
Henry IV. with the holy oil from the 
sacred ampulla. He also had for cog­

St&Dclarcl or Beorr IV., or BoIlDgbrolte nizances the antelope and the silver 
ud Lucuter. swans of the De Bohuns. The stand-

ard of Henry IV. of England had a swan and a large rose, the field 
eemee of foxtails, stocks of trees, and red roses, per fesse argent and 
azure, the livery colors of the Lancastrians having at the head the red 
cross of St. George on a white field. 

Henry V., 1413-1422, had for devices an antelope or, armed, crowned, 
spotted, and horned with gold, a red rose, and a silver swan. His sup­
porters were a lion and antelope, - an antelope argent being substi­
tuted for the white hart, as a companion to the lion of Aquetain. His 
standard, exhibiting the antelope gorged with a crown and a golden 
chain pendant, was carried at the battle of Agincowt, in 1415. 
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When Henry V. entered the lists &onainst Mowbray, Duke of Nor­
folk, his caparisons were embroidered with the antelope and swan; 
Henry's antelope appeared also at his interview with King Charles at 
Melun. 

If The king of England had a large tente of blue velvet and green, 
richly embroidered with two devices: the one was an antelope draw­
ing in a horse mill; the other was an antelope sitting on a high stage 
with a branch of oUfe in his mouth, and the tente was replenished and 
decked with this poysie:" -

" .A.fter buN laboure commitla t1ictoriov8 rt8te." 

He also used, at times, a beacon or cresset, a fleur-de-lis crowned, 
and a fox's tail. When Henry V. made his entry into Rouen, a page 
carried behind him, in guise of a banner, a fox's tail attached; and 
when presented to Katherine he wore in his helmet a fox's tail orna­
mented with precious stones. After the victory of Aginconrt he 
assumed the motto, " Non nobis dmnine." 1 

After his marriage with Katherine, daughter of Charles VI., of 
France, Henry V. assumed the title of I King of France,' and hoisted 
the French standard, - a blue flag in imitation of the Oriflamme, 
strewed with fleur-de-lis of gold, bearing in the middle a cross of 
scarlet cloth. 

In later times, the Oriflamme of England was stripped of its golden 
fleur-de-lis, but the blue flag with a red Latin cross was preserved as 
the flag of the British nation.2 

The accession of Henry V. was remarkable for the revival of the 
Knights of the Bath, when the knights atteuding the king at the 
Tower of London bathed themselves in the Thames with great solem­
nity, and were afterwards arrayed in a white garment, as an emblem of 
their revived innocence. 

Henry Vr., 1422-1461, was anointed and crowned at Paris when 
only nine years old. His badges, devices, and supporters were the 
same as his predecessor's. On his banner were antelopes and roses. 
He was the first sovereign to use the motto, If DWu et fM7I, Droit." 
He also had for his devices a panther passant gardant argent, 
spotted with many colors, with vapor issuing from his mouth and 
ears, and two feathers in saltires, the sinister argent surmounted by 
the dexter (11'. 

According to historic traditions, the white and red Ro8t8 of York 
and Lancaster - If the fatal colors of our striving houses" - were first 

1 Harlem KSS. I Bnmet. 
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chosen during the momentous dispute about 1450, between Somerset 
and the Earl of Warwick, in the Temple garden, when Somerset, 
to collect the suffrage of the bystanders, plucked a red rose, and 
Warwick a white rose, and each called upon every man present 
to declare his party by taking a rose of t.he color chosen by him 
whose cause he favored. This was the prologue to the great national 
~credy which ended in the extinction of the royal line and name of 
Plantagenet. 

"This brawl to-day. 
Grown to this faction in the Temple garden, 
Shall send, between the red rose and the white, 
A thoW!&l1d IOUIa to death and deathly night." 

Ki"1/ Hexry VI., Part I. Act ii. Be. 4. 

But the roses were only renewed. Both Edward I. and his brother 
Edmund of Lancaster wore the red rose, which was taken by John of 
Gaunt on his marriage with Blanche, the heiress of Lancaster. When 
John of Gaunt adopted the red rose, his younger brother, Edmund 
Langley, Duke of York, assumed the white (derived from the Castle of 
Clitrord). which he transmitted to his descendants, the House of York 
Mr. Planche inclines to derive the rose originally from Eleanor of 
Provence, queen of Henry III. 

Edward IV., 1461-1483, adopted for his badge a white lion and a 
white rose, supported by a lion and a bull The sun in splendor and 

Standard of Edward \he 1Pourt.b. 

sable bull was another of his devices. He also placed the white rose 
ell aoleil on his standard in commemoration of his victory at the 
battle of Mortimer's Cross, 1471, when, before the battle, it is said, 
the sun appeared to Edward, then Earl of March, "like three SUDS, 

and suddenly it joyned altogether in one j for which cause some 
imagyne that he gave the sun in its full brightness for his badge or 
cognizance." 
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" EDWARD. - Dazzle mine eyes, or do I see three SI1D8 t 
RICHARD. - Three glorious BUDS, each one a perfeet SUD; 

Not separated with the racking clouds, 
But sever'd in a pale clear-shining sky. 
See, see' they joiu, embrace, aud seem to kiss, 
As if they vow'd some league iuviolable: 
Now are they but oue lamp, one light, one SUD' 

In this the heaven figures some eyent. 
EDWARD. - 'Tis wondrous strange; the like yet never heard of. 

I think it cites DS, brother, to the field; 
That we, the SODS of brave Plantagenet, 
Each one already blazing by our meeds, 
Should, notwithstanding, join our lights together, 
And overshine the earth, as this the world. 
Whate'er it bodes, henceforward will I bear 
Upon my target three fair shining S1lD8." 

Herwy VL, Part nl. Act ii. se. L 

The honor of bearing Edward IV.'s standard at the battle of Tow­
ton devolved upon Ralph Vestynden, afterwards first yeoman of the 
chamber, who had, for his services at the br~.ttle, an annuity of ten 
pounds granted to him, "yerely, unto the tyme he be rewarded by us 
of an office." Edward's standard at that battle was II the bull aa1Jle, 
corned and trooped or." It was used by him on other occasions, and 
others of the House of York, being the cognizance or device of the Clares 
(Earls of Gloucester), from whom the House of York was descended. 

In 1378, Edmund, Earl of Cambridge, fourth son of Edward IlL, 
on being created Duke of York by his nephew, Richard II., assumed 
the badge of a fetter-lock, shut, bearing a falcon within it, emblematic 
of the succession to the crown, which was locked up from all hope 
to him. Edward IV., of the race of York, unlocked this golden fetter­
lock, and in 1474 gave this badge, unlocked and open, to his second 
son, Richard, Duke of York, implying the hope of succession open to 
his posterity. There is a description of three standards of Edward IV. 
in 'Excerpta Historica,' taken from a manuscript in the College of 
Arms, marked as compiled between the years 1510 and 1525. 

Richard IlL, 1483-1485, had for his standard at the battle of 
Bosworth a dun cow. Having a blue boar in his coat of arms when 
he was Duke of Gloucester, he introduced it as a supporter of the 
royal shield, but changed it into a white one. This boar argen.t, 
with the bristles and hoofs or, was placed on the left side, opposite 
the lion gardant. The other charges of his escutcheon, when king, 
were the three leopards, the fleur-de-lis, and the white rose, rayon nee 
of the House of York. 
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Henry Vll, 1485-1509. Richard III having been killed at 
Bosworth, in the fourteenth battle between the two roses, Henry 
Tudor, of the Lancaatrian race, the conqueror, was proclaimed king, 
by the name of Henry VII. He married his cousin Elizabeth, of York, 
the daughter of Edward IV., and by this union the two rival parties 
became reconciled and the roses united. In the marriage procession, 
each partisan of the Lancastrlan house gave his hand to a lady of the 
York party, holding a bouquet of two roses, red and white, entwined. 
Henry VII. introduced ioto his arms a branch of hawthorn, allusive 
to the battle of Bosworth, where the crown of Richard III was found 
on a hawthorn bush. 00 the birth of Prioce Henry, subsequently 
Henry VIII, the armorists composed a rose of two colors (the leaves 
alternately red and white), as an emblematical offspring of the mar­
riage. Horticulturists also forced nature into an act of loyalty, and 
prodw:ed the party-colored ftower known to the present day as the 
rose of York and Lancaster. 

Hutton says, Henry VII., after the battle of Bosworth, offered at 
SCi. Paul's three standards. The first, and chief, bore the figure of St. 
George; the second, a red dragon on white and green 8&rceoet; and 
the third, a dun cow upon yellow tartan, - and erected them in the 
church; also, that Henry VII.'s standard at Bosworth was a red 
dragon upon green and white silk, - the red dragon of Cadwallader, 
.. Red dragon, dreadful" Henry claimed an uninterrupted descent 
from Arthur, Uther, and Caradoc, the aboriginal princes of Britain. 
His grandfather, Owen Tudor, bore a dragon for his device, in proof 
of his descent from Cadwallader, the last British prince and first king 
of Wales, A.D. 678. The dragon being Henry'S, it is reasonable to 
consider the other two were Richard's standards. Henry VII. also 
carried for his badge a portcullis, and the red and white roses COJ}l­

bined, emblematic of the union of the rival houses. 
Henry VIIl, 1509-1547, and Edward VI., 1547-1553, used the 

same cognizances. The former sometimes displayed a greyhound 
conrant and colla~d, and at others, after the siege of Boulogne, a white 
swan, the arms of that city. Mary, 1553-1558, before her accession, 
adopted the red and white roses, but added a pomegranate, to show 
her descent from Spain. On assuming the sceptre, she took .. winged 
time drawing truth out of a pit," with this motto, " Veritas temporis 
filia." The eagle and lion were her supporters. The badges of 'good ' 
Queen Bess were the white and red roses, the fteur-de-lis, and Irish 
harp, all ensigned by the royal crown, to which James I., 1603, added 
the Scotch thistle. Elizabeth had for her supporters a lion and a 
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dragon, and James 1, 1603-1625, took for his the lion and unicorn, 
which have continued the supporters of the royal arms ever since. 

At the Field of the Cloth of Gold, 
1520, the front of the tent of 
Henry VIII. was adorned with 
the gigantic figure of an English 
archer, bearing this motto, in 
Latin, "He prevails wlwm I jawr," 
suggestive of the purpose of the 
interview. It was called the' Field 
of the Cloth of Gold' on account 
of the numerous tents being or­
namented with armorial bearings 
and banners of cloth of gold Our 
illustration of Henry VIII.'s stand­
ard at the siege of Boulogne, 1544, 

Stanclarda orUen". Vlll is from a coarse painting pre-
Prom tile pletun! of bis embarkation at Dover CaaUe served at Cowdry, in Sussex, the 

tor the FIeld of Cloth ofOold.I~20. t f T -rd V· M sea 0 JJJ Iscount ontague. 
The city of Boulogne having been restored to France in 1550, the 
swan was erased from the British arms; but the badge has continued 

a popular sign in England 
Henry VIII. was the first 
English monarch who took 
the title of 'King of Ire­
land,' 1509. 

The following interesting 
description of royal stand­
ards is from a manuscript, 
A.D. 1590, in the College of 
Heralds:-

EDWARD III. - The cross 
of St. George. Per fess aZ'lu·e 
and gu!e8. A lion of Eng­
land imperially crowned, in 

Standard of UenrJ VIIl at the Sl. of Boolope, IM4. chief a coronet of crosses, 

pate, and fleurs-de-lis, between two clouds irradiated proper; and in 
base a cloud between two coronets, - DlEU ET MON. In chief a 
coronet, and in base an irradiated cloud, - DROYT. Quarterly, 1 and 
4 an irradiated cloud, 2 and 3 a coronet. 

RICHARD 11 - The cross of St. George, argent and veri j a hart 
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lodged argmt, attired, unguled, ducally gorged and chained or, be­
tween four suns in splendor,- DIEU ET MON. Two suns in splendor, 
- DROYT. Four SUDS in splendor. 

HENRY V. - The cross of St. George, argem and azure. A swan with 
wings displayed argent, beaked gules, membered soble, ducally gorged 
and chained or; between three stumps of trees, one in dexter chief, and 
two in base of the last, - DIEU ET MON. Two stumps of trees in pale 
or, - DROYT. Five stumps of trees, three in chief and two in base. 

Another of HE.l~RY V. - The cross of St. George, argent and azure; 
an heraldic antelope at gage argent, maned, tufted, ducally gorged, and 
chained or; chain reflexed over the back, between four roses gules, 
- DIm ET MON. Two roses in pale gules, - DROYT. Five roses in 
saltire guks. 

Enw ARD IV. (see illustration 1). - The cross of St. George. Per Cess 
azure and gules; a lion of England imperially crowned, between three 
roses gules in chief, and as many argent in base, barbed, seeded, and irra­
diated or, - DIEU ET MON. In chief a rose gules, and in base another 
argmt, - DROYT. In chief two roses guks, and in base as manr argem. 

HENRY VII. - The cross of St. George, argent and 'Vert; a dragon 
gult'$, between two roses of the last in chief, and three in base argent, 
- DIEU ET MON. A rose guZe8 in chief, and another argent in base, 
- DROIT. In chief three roses gulea, and in base two argent. On 
another standard of Henry VII. appears a greyhound courant argent, 
collared gules; the whole being sem~e of Tudor roses, portcullis, and 
fleurs-de-lis or.' 

MARY STUART, 1559-1587, the only child of James V., of Scot­
land, and Mary de Guise, claimed the crown of England in right of 
her grandmother, Margaret, eldest daughter of Henry VII., of Eng­
land, and wife of James IV., of Scotland. Assuming the title of 
Queen of England, France, and Scotland, she marshalled the arms of 
the three kingdoms, and exhibited it on her banners, furniture, equi­
page, and liveries. 

JAMES 1, son of Mary Stuart, 1603, on his accession to the throne 
of England, discontinued the Nomtan leopards, considering them a 
badge of slavery under the Norman race, and substituted three golden 
lions passant gardant on the British shield and banner, and intro­
duced the royal unicorn of Scotland, .. argent, gorged with a golden 

1 .4w1&, p. 133. 
t See abo • Excerpt. Hiatoriea' for a description of the standards borne in the field 

by peers aDd knights in the reign of Henry VIII., from a manuscript in the College of 
Amu, L 2, compiled between the 1e&r8151~lfi25. 
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coronet bearing fteurs-de-lis and crosses patees, to which was appended 
a loose golden chain," as a companion to the English lion, supporting 
the shield of Great Britain. The standard of the unicorn, introduced 
to Britain by the Anglo-Saxons, had been brought into Scotland by 
the English driven from England by William the Conqueror. The 
red lion rampant of Scotland was also marshalled by James L on the 
left quarter of the British shield 

The COMMONWEALTH, 1648-1658. - After the execution of Charles 
I., the royal arms were defaced, the standard altered, and the ancient 
mottoes superseded by a maxim setting forth the supremacy of the 
people. The national seal, six inches in diameter, represented the 
House of Commons sitting, with the speaker in the chair, encircled 
by this legend, "The first year of freedom, by God's blessing, restored. 
1648." On the reverse was a map of England and Ireland, the sea 
studded with ships. The ftag of England bore the British cross, also 
that of Ireland, and the national harp of that country. 

Oliver Cromwell, being proclaimed Lord Protector of the Republic, 
1653, had his family arms marshalled with those of the national govern­
ment; viz., a lion rampant on a shield, supported on the right side by 
a crowned lion, and on the left by a gryphon, with a crowned lion sta­
tant for a crest. His motto was "Paz quttritur BelUJ." After his victory 
over the Scotch and English royalists at Worcester, having annexed 
Scotland as a conquered province to England, he added the Cl'088 of 
St. Andrew to the badges of the republia. After the death of Crom­
well, and the resignation of his son Richard, the Commonwealth added 
as supporters to the republican shield two angels, - the c conductor' 
angel of Britannia, and the c guardian' angel of the land, - holding a 
laurel crown over the shield, and bearing in the other hand a palm 
branch and a branch of laureL 1 

The flag of the Oommonwealth was azure j in fess a double shield, 
that is, two shields conjoined, like those on the front of the public 
acts of the Commonwealth or, the first being argent j a cross gules for 
England, the other being azure j the harp or, stringed argent; these 
within a label or scroll, like a horseshoe, but forming three folds 
argent, in Roman letters sable, " FLOREAT - RES: PvBLICA;" without 
this two branches of laurel, stalked and slipped or, leaved 'Cert, and 
placed in like form as the scroll, fringed or and azure. 2 The standards 
displayed at the funeral of the Protector afford a curious example 
of republican armory.8 

1 Bronet', Regal Armorie. I See Prestwick's Respublica. 
• See illustration, GftU, P. 17. 
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The great ba""", 0/ tM Statu, called 'the Union,' as displayed at 
the funeral of Oliver Cromwell, was parted per pale gulu and awre, 
having in the dexter chief points the Roman letter '0,' and in the 
sinister chief point the Roman letter 'P,' in gold,-that is, for 'Oli­
ver, Protector;' between these letters, in middle chief, an imperial 
ClOwn of gold proper, beautified with lilies, roses, and Cl'08888 pattee; 
under the above, a royal mantle of estate displayed, being ermine and 
gold, with tassels of gold, and thereon two shields of the arms of the 
Commonwealth, - one for England, the other for Scotland; viz., first 
shield argent, a cross gulu, for St. George of England; second, azure, a 
saltire cross argent, for St. Andrew of Scotland; beneath the mantle, 
or in base, a scroll of silver, and thereon, in Roman letters of gold, the 
motto: If PAX Qv AUUTVR BELLO." 

The great banner 0/ the States or Com'fMfI/Wealth, displayed at the 
same funeral, was quarterly, the four banners of England, Scotland, 
Ireland, and Wales; viz., first and fourth, argent, a cross gulu, for 
England and Wales; second, azure, a saltire argent, for Scotland; and 
third, azurt, a harp or, stringed argent, for Ireland. Over all, in fess, 
in an escutcheon of pretence sable, a lion rampant argent, for the name 
and family of Cromwell1 

The admirals JIafJ, during the Commonwealth, was the cross and 
harp. Oft' Portland, on the 1st of February, 1653, Blake, on board the 
Triumph, carried the cross and harp at the main; Monk, who was 
admiral of the white division, at the fore; and Penn, who commanded 
the blue division, at the mizzen. 

The COVfflanter's banner, of Scotland, was first unfurled in 1638, 
and was displayed at the battle of DrumcIog, 1679, and at Bothwell 
bridge the same year. This old emblem is cherished with peculiar 
reverence by the Scotch people. One of these banners is preserved 
by the Antiquarian Society of Edinburgh, and another is shown at the 
Mareschal's College, at Aberdeen. It is of white silk, with the motto, 
.. Spe ezpeeto," in red letters, and underneath, in English, If For Re­
ligion., King, aM Kingdom." The banner is much tom, but otherwise 
in good preservation. 

"The limbs that rought, the hearts that swelled, are crumbled into dllBt, 
But that f'rail silken flag, ror which and under which they rought, 
Survives, a tattered, senseless thing, to meet the curiOUI! eye, 
And wake a momentary dream or hopes and days gone by." I 

1 Premrick's Respublica. See alao illustration, /lIIle, p. 17. 
I New Monthly Magazine. 
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At the tercentennial celebration of Presbyterianism, in Philadel­
phia, Nov. 20, 1872, at the rear of the pulpit of the Seventh Presby­
terian Church was displayed the American flag crossed with the 
Covenanters' flag of blue silk, with a red cross of St. Andrew, and the 
motto, "OO1JenanU, Religion, King, and Kingdom." 1 

The Covenanters' blue banner has been suggested as the possible 
origin of the blue field in the union of our stars and stripes. 

The Blue Blankt. - This ancient standard, the banner of the Edin­
burgh craftsmen, and probably the origin of the blue banner of the 
Covenanters, is still held in great honor and reverence by the burghers 
of Edinburgh. It was presented to the trades of Edinburgh by 
James III., of Scotland, in 1483, It as a perpetual remembrance of 
their loyalty, and baving power to display the same in defence of 
their king, country, and their own rights." It was borne by the 
craftsmen at the battle of Flodden, 1513, and displayed for the pur­
pose of assembling the incorporated trades to protect Queen Mary, 
after her surrender to the confederated states at Carberry Hill It 
was brought out on the occasion of the rescue of James VI. from 
a rabble that assailed him in the old Tolbooth. Pennycriek's his­
tory of it, published in 1722, was reprinted, with plates, in 1826. A 
handsome carved oak case, in which to preserve it, was, in 1869 or 1870, 
presented to the convener of the incorporated trades of Edinburgh.2 

William III.'s standard, hoisted on board the frigate Brill, Oct. 16, 
1688, when about to embark for England, displayed the arms of 
Nassau quartered with those of England. The mot.to, embroidered in 
letters three feet long, was happily chosen. The House of Orange 
had long used the elliptical device, It I will maintain." The ellipsis 
was now filled with words of high import, -" The liberties of England 
and the Protestant religion." 8 He landed at Torbay from the ship 
bearing this flag, Sunday, Nov. 4, 1688, auspiciously the anniversary 
both of his birth and his marriage. 

The battle of Caton Moor, or N orthallerton, fought Aug. 22, 1138, 
is called the 'battle of the standard,' because the English barons 
rallied around a sacred stand, constructed of a ship's mast, fixed on 
a four-wheeled vehicle, bearing the banners of St. Pe~r of York, 
St. John of Beverly, and St. Wilfrid of Ripon, and surmounted by a 
pyx containing a consecrated host. This standard was brought forth 
by the Archbishop of York when the English were hotly pressed by 
the invaders headed by King David. 

1 The Philadelphia Press. I Notell and Queries, 4th aeries, voL vi, October,18iO. 
• lla.caulay'a England. 
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A particular and minute account of the banner or standard of St. 
Cuthbert of Durham, made in 1346, has been preserved in a little 
volume entitled 'The Antient Rites and Monuments of the Monas­
tical and Cathedral Church of Durham, 1672.' It contained a relic 
of the saint, which was thought to endow it with peculiar sanctity 
and power. This banner, a yard broad and five quarters deep, was 
of red velvet, embroidered and wrought with flowers of green silk 
and gold, the nether part of it indented in five parts and fringed with 
red silk and gold "In the midst of the banner cloth was the cor­
porax cloth, with which St. Cuthbert in his lifetime had been used 
to cover the chalice when he said mass. This corporax cloth was 
covered over with white velvet, half a yard square every way, having 
a red cross of red velvet on both sides over the same holy relique, 
most cunningly and artificially compiled and framed, being finely 
fringed about the skirts and edges with fringe of red silk and gold, 
and three little silver bells fastened to the skirts of said banner cloth 
like unto sacring bells." The bearer of this banner had faith it was 
never carried or shown in any battle, but, by the especial grace of 
God Almighty and the mediation of holy St. Cuthbert, it brought 
home the victory. 

After the Reformation, St. Cuthbert's banner fell into the hands 
of Whittingham, who was made the Dean of Durham, and his wife, 
a Frenchwoman, is reported to have bumed it.l 

In the Middle Ages, the English standard was not a square &g, 
like the modem standard, which is rightly a banner, but was elongated, 
like the guydon and pennon, but much larger, becoming narrow and 
rounded at the end, which w4s slit, unless the standard belonged to 
a prince of the blood royal 

The size of the standard was regulated by the rank of the person 
whose arms or device it bore.· The English standards were generally 
divided into three portions, one containing the arms of the nobleman, 

next his cognizance or badge, and then 
his crest; these were divided by bands, 
on which was inscribed his war-cry or 
motto, the whole being fringed with his 
livery or family colors. 

The standard of the Douglas and the 
gauntlets of Percy, relics of the fight of 
Otterbume, Aug. 15,1388, are still pre­

served in Scotland. The story of tIte battle represents Douglas as 

The DoqI.u Staudard. 1882. 

1 PenDY Cyclopedia. 
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having, in a personal encounter with Percy in front of ~ ewcastle. 
taken from him his spear and hanging Bag, saying he would carry it 
home with him, and plant it on his castle of Dalkeith.1 

The battle was an effort of Percy to recover this valued standard, 
which, however, found its way to Scotland, notwithstanding the death 
of its captor. One of the two natural sons of Douglas founded the 
family of Douglas, of Cavers, in Roxburghshire, the last male descend­
ant of which, James Douglas, died in 1878; and in their hands these 
relics of Otterburne have been preserved nearly five hundred years. 
It is found, however, that history has misrepresented the matter. The 
Otterburne 1Iag proves not to be a spear pennon, but a standard thir­
teen feet long (two yards longer than the regulated size of an empe­
ror's standard), bearing the Douglas arms; it evidently was Douglas'S 
own banner, which his sons would, of course, be most anxious to pre­
serve and carry home. Here is a standard laid up in store at Cavers, 
more than a hundred years before America was discovered! 1 

Charles I., in his issue with the Parliament, having decided to 
make a solemn appeal to the sword, issued a proclamation requiring 
all his subjects who could bear arms to meet him at Nottingham on 
the 23d of August,IM1, when he designed to raise his royal standard, 
the first and only time of such a rally since the barons raised the stand­
ard at Northallerton, A.D. 1138. At the appointed time, a numerous 
company, mounted and on foot, came from the surrounding country, 
rather to indulge their curiosity with respect to the mode of conduct­
ing an ancient ceremony never before witnessed in the memory of 
any living man, than to offer loyal assistance to their sovereign. 

On the hill, three troops of horse amI a corps of six hundred foot 
were drawn up to guard the standard. As the herald was about to 
begin, King Charles desired to see the proclamation; and, calling for 
pen and ink, placed the paper on his knee as he sat in the saddle, 
and made several alterations with his own hand, returning it to the 
herald, who then read it, but, on coming to the passages the king had 
corrected. with some embarrassment. Immediately after the reading, 
the trumpets sounded, the standard was advanced, and the spectators 
threw up their hats, shouting "God save the king!" The standard 
raised was a large blood-red streamer bearing the royal arms quar­
tered, with a hand pointing to the crown which stood above, and 
inscribed with the motto, " Give (Jmsar his d'IU." Farther on towards 
the point were represented at intervals the rose, the BeuNie-lis, and 
the harp, each surmounted by a royal crown. 

I Chambers', Book of Days. 
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It was with difficulty the standard could be fixed in its place, the 
ground being solid rock, and no instruments to pierce it having been 
provided. Scarcely had this object been accomplished by digging 
into the firm stone with the daggers and halbert points of the soldiers, 
when a fierce gust of wind, sweeping with a wild moan across the face 
of the hill,laid prostrate the emblem of sovereignty. This accident 
was regarded as a presage of evil, and a general melancholy over­
spread the assembly. No further attempt was made that day, and 
the standard was borne back into the castle in silence. The next 
day and the day following, the ceremony was repeated, with less 
gloomy auspices, the king attending on each occasion.1 

THE ROYAL STANDARD OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. - The 
origin of the emblazonments on that gorgeous banner may be thus 
briefly sketched I The lions passant gardant or, on a red field, were 
the arms of Normandy, and two of them were introduced by William 
Rufus; the third was added by Henry IL for the duchy of Aquitaine, 
in right of his wife. Edward III. quartered with the lions the fleur­
de-lis poWdered on a blue field, of which five were entire, and borne 
in the first and fourth quarters. This he did on claiming the sover­
eignty of France, in right of his mother, Isabel, sister and heiress of 

Charles the Fair; the royal standard, composed thus of 
the arms of France and England combined, continued 
until the reign of Henry V., when the French king hav­
ing reduced the number of fleurs-de-lis to three, Henry 
did the same. They 80 appear on the standard carried 
by the Great Harry, in the time of Henry VIIl, and on 
a royal standard at the main of a ship of war (sup­

.,..01 BflDI7V., posed the Ark Royal of Raleigh) of the time of Elizabeth, 
of EDsJuuL as represented on the tapestry of the old House of Lords, 

which was destroyed by the fire. On a staff abaft, this ship had a plain 
square flag of St. George, white, with a red cross. On the union of 
England and Scotland, through the accession of James I., the stand­
ard was changed, the first and fourth quarters bearing each the arms 
described, the second introducing the lion of Scotland, and the third 
quarter the harp of Ireland 

William III. placed an escutcheon of pretence upon the royal 
standard for Nassau, which was removed by Queen Anne; and the 

1 Cattermole's Great Civil War. 
I The royal 1-.nners of England have al_ya bome the 8IUIle blazomy u the royal 

I1aield, for which _ engraving of royal arms, from the Conquest to Qu_ Yictoria, p. 118. 
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standard then stood, the first and fourth quarterings the lions of 
England and Scotland, the second quarter the fleur-de-lis, and the 
third quarter the harp. George I. again changed it, and during his 
reign the arms of Brunswick, of Lunenburg, of ancient Saxony, and 
the crown of Charlemagne, formed the fourth quarter, the other 
quarters remaining as in the reign of Queen Anne. On the legis­
lative union with Ireland, in 1801, the fleurs-de-lis of France were' 
removed. 

The royal standard of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland was established, and fi1'8t hoisted on the Tower of London, and 
on Bedford Tower, Dublin, and displayed by the Foot Guards, Jan. 1, 
1801,1 When the new standard was first hoisted on board the Royal 
William, at Spithead, after the Union, it was considered ominous, by the 
sailors of the fleet, that a gale of wind blew it from the masthead and 
it was lost.2 It is a gorgeous banner, and when flashing its golden 
splendor in the bright beams of the sun presents a beautiful appear­
ance. The emblazonry represents the arms for tbe time being of the 
nation, as impressed on the coins and bome upon the great seal and 
seals of office. 

The royal standard is never hoisted except on occasion of the first 
ceremony. It is never displayed on shipboard except when the sov­
ereign or some member of the royal family is actually present,8 or on 

1 Haydn's Book or Dates. 2 British Naval Chronicle. 
S The only occasion on which the Royal Standard hll been displayed within the 

United States of America since 1776 WII when the Prince of Wales embarked at Port­
land, Maine, Oct. 15, 1860, to return to England after his tour through the United 
States and Canada. 

.. The Prince's last act on American soil W8I to take leave of the lIayor of Portland. 
He then stepped hurriedly down the carpeted steps where he embarked to his barge, 
which had a silken union jack flying at the stern. The moment he stepped on board, a 
aailor at the bow unrolled a small royal standard of silk attached to a stalC, and placed it 
at the bow of the boat. As soon II it W8I in place, the whole British squadron, muster­
ing eight or ten ships, honored it with a royal salute of twenty-one guns. The yards of 
the ships were at the same time manned, and when the Prince stepped on the deck of the 
Hero, his own ship, the Royal Standard W8I run np at her main, and again saluted by the 
whole fleet, which immediately after weighed and put to sea, the Hero leading. As they 
passed Fort Preble, the American ensign WII run up at the fore, and saluted by the whole 
fleet, with twenty-one guns fron each ship, which was returned by the guns of the fort." 
- Goold'. History 01 1M Purtland Rifle CUI'"PI. 

A Royal Standard WII captured at York, now Toronto, the capital of Upper Canada, 
when thst place WII taken by a land and naval force under General Pike and Commodore 
Isaac Chauncey, on the 27th of April, 1813, and is preserved in the gunnery-room of 
the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md. This is probably the only instance of the 
royal standard of the United Kingdom having come into the possesaion of an enemy. 
The following is Commodore Chauncey', official account of ita capture I -
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'he Sovereign's birthdays, when the commander-in-chief of a fleet 
hoists it at the main. In garrisOns at such times it always supersedes 
the jack, or common garrison flag. 

As established in 1801, it was heraldically described as "quarterly, 
first and fourth, gules three lions passant gardant in pale ur, for Eng-
1and; second, ur, a lion rampant gules within a double treasure flory 
counter flory of the last for Scotland j third, azure, a harp ur, stringed 
argent, for Ireland On an escutcheon of pretence, ensigned with the 
electoral bonnet; and divided per pale and Per cheveron, enarohed 
with three compartments, the arms of his Majesty's dominions in Ger­
many; viz., two lions passant gardant in pale ur, for Brunswick j 
second, ur, sem~ of hearts proper, a lion rampant azure, for Bruns­
wick; third, gules, a horse courant argent, for Saxony. In the centre, 
on an escutcheon gules, the crown of Charlemagne proper, being the 
bad.,f78 of the office of aroh-treasurer to the holy Roman Empire." 1 

The white horse on a red field was the armorial bearing of ancient 
Saxony or Westphalia, and has for centuries been bome by the illus­
trious House of Brunswick The banner of Wittekend bore a black 
horse, which, on his conversion to Christianity by Charlemagne, was 
altered to a white one, as the emblem of the pure faith he had em­
braced In 1700, a medal was struck at Hanover to commemorate 
the accession to the electorate of George Lewis, Duke of Hanover, 
afterwards George 1 This medal bears on one side the head of the 
Elector, and on the reverse the white horse. On the accession of 
George I., the white horse was introduced as a royal badge in the 
standards and colors of certain regiments of cavalry and infantry. 

By the peace signed at Amiens, 1802, the French fleurs-de-lis were 
required to be erased from the British shield, though they had already 
been dropped. From 1337, the King of England had styled himself 
• King of France.' George III. was the first who relinquished that 
title. 

At the death of William IV., 1837, when Queen Victoria came 
to the throne, under the Salic law, she relinquished the kingdom of 
Hanover (since incorporated with the empire of Germany) to her 
uncle, the Duke of Cumber1and, and the escutcheon of pretence, with 

... SIR, - I have the honor to prM8J1t to you, by the hands of J.ieutenant Dudley, the 
British etandard taken at York ou the 27th of April last, accompanied by the mllce, over 
which h1llll a human _po Th_ articles were taken from the Parliament Houae by 
one of my oflicen and preeented to me. The ecalp I cauaed to be pM8Jlted to General 
Dearborn, who, I believe,.till baa it in his t-ion." 

I Naval Ch~ vol. v. 
10 
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ita electoral bonnet, blue lion, and white horse, was removed from the 
royal arms and standard, leaving simply the quarterings for the three 
realms of the United Kingdom, - England, Scotland, and Ireland 

Sir Walter Scott, alluding to the royal banner of Scotland, says 
that upon it-

" The ruddy lion rampa in gold." 

The Scottish lion being rampant gules on a field or, as displayed on 
the standard of the United Kingdom. 

The origin of the treasure flory of Scotland, which surrounds the lion 
rampant, is believed to be this: Achaius, sixty-fifth King of Scotland, 
being a peaceable and godly ruler, made a league, about A.D. 792, with 
Charlem9.0lYlle, Emperor of the Romans and King of France; and in 
token thereof the tressure of lilies was given by him to Achaius, to be 
borne on the arms of Scotland, as a memorial to posterity of an alli­
ance offensive and defensive between the two kingdoms, and as a pledge 
of brotherly love, to signify that the French arms or lilies should defend 
and guard the lion of Scotland About the same time, he adorned the 
crown of Scotland with four lilies and four crosses; the first, emblems 
of peace and unity, the latter, symbols of their faith in Christ, and of 
the inviolable fidelity of the kingdom of Scotland.! 

Th8 karp and trefoil 0/ Ireland. - Queen Elizabeth was the first 
sovereign to assume the Irish harp and shamrock. The harp was an 
attributive ensign of the goddess Hibernia, the patroness of Ireland 
The Irish monarchs being styled «bards,' their standard bore a harp. 
The harp of Bryan Boiroiske, King of Ireland, killed by the Danes 
in 1039, was preserved at Dublin until 1782. 

The shamrock, or trefoil, a druidical symbol, was held in great 
veneration by the Hibernians. Monkish historians of Ireland record 
this legend: About 440, St. Patrick preached the gospel in a field to 
the pagan peasantry of Ireland, but could not persuade them of the 
Christian doctrine of the Trinity, until, picking up a plant of the 
trefoil, held sacred among them, he showed, by the union of three 
leaves on one stem, evidence of three bodies united in one person. 
Having persuaded them by this natural example of the reality of 
a hitherto incomprehensible mystery, he converted multitudes, who 
adopted the shamrock in token of their belief. The Irish armorial 
bearings subsequently disappeared from the British shield, but were 
restored in 1801, when Ireland was united (1) to England. The harp 
first appears on the Irish pieces of Henry VIII. The groat of Eliza-

1 Prestwick'. Respublica. 
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beth baa three harps. Henry VIII. is said to have given his daughter 
three harps for her perfecting in music. 

The TkiMk oj Scotland. - The origin of the thistle as the emblem 
of Scotland is said to be this: About the year 1010, in the reign of 
Malcolm 1. the Danes invaded Scotland, and landed at Buchan-ness, 
intending to storm ~tain's Castle, a fortress of some importance. Mid­
night was the time selected for the attack, and, as their presence was 
unknown and unlooked for, they expected to succeed, without much 
trouble, in gaining possession of the castle. The Danes advanced 
slowly and silently, and, to prevent the possibility of their footsteps 
being heard, they took off their shoes. They reached the place, and 
they had only to swim the moat and place their scaling-ladders, and 
the castle was theirs, when, in another moment, a cry from the in­
vaders themselves wakened the inmates to a sense of their danger; 
the guards flew to their posts, the soldiers mounted, armed, and pur­
sued the Danes. This sudden change had arisen from a simple 
cause. It appeared that the moat, instead of being filled with 
water, was dried up and overgrown with thistles, which, piercing 
the unprotected feet of the Danes, caused them to forget their 
cautious silence, and to utter the cry which had alarmed the sleep­
ing inmates of the castle. Thus was the thistle the means of 
preserving Scotland, and was thenceforth adopted as her national 
emblem. Burns thus alludes to it :-

" The rough burr-thistle spreading wide 
Among the bearded bere, 

I turned my weeder-clips aside, 
And spared the symbol dear." 

Anciently, in France, there was an order of knighthood dedicated 
to our Lady of the Thistle. It was revived by Charles VII., of 
France, and James 11, of Scotland, when they united agaiust Eng­
land about 1440. James 11., of Scotland, had the thistle painted on 
a sacred banner of St. Andrew, and hence it became a national stand­
ani for Scotland In 1687, James VII of Scotland and II. of Eng­
land entwined the thistle of Scotland with the roses of England. The 
jewel of the Knights of the Thistle bore the image of St. Andrew and 
his cross, and the motto was, II Nemo me impune laCUBit," - " No one 
injures me with impunity." 

The C1'OII8U oj St. Andrew and St. PatrieJc. - The origin of the 
crosses of St. Andrew and St. Patrick have been thus stated: In 
1248, the Christian allies besieged the walls of Seville, employing 
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divers war-machines, among which was the saltire or scaling-ladder, 
by aid of which they surmounted the walls. This victory having 
been gained on st. Andrew's day by the assistance of the saltire, 
that badge was adopted by the conquerors, and a Te Deum was 
sung in all the churches in honor of St. Andrew. In the mean 
time, Seville having been converted to Christianity, the archbishop, 
who sueceeded the mufti, transferred the saltire to the banner of 
St. Andrew, to whose miraculous assistance the clergy ascribed the 
taking of the strong golden tower of the city. Long rejoicing for the 
miraculous victory led to the legend that St. Andrew had been cruci­
:6ed on a saltire, which they hence named the 'cross of St. Andrew.' 
Crucifixion on a saltire never having been adopted by any nation, its 
use in the martyrdom of st. Andrew must be considered a monkish 
legend st. Patrick, the apostle of Ireland, is alleged to have died 
on such a cross. Hence the representation of these crosses on the 
union jack of the United Kingdom.1 

Another version is that the cross of St. Andrew as the national 
insignia of Scotland is derived from a miraculous occurrence, when 
Achaius, king of the Scots, and Hungus, king of the Picts, joined 
their forces to oppose the invasion of Athelstane, the Saxon king of 
England The Scottish leaders, having addressed themselves to God 
and their patron saint, there appeared in the blue firmament of heaven 
the figure of the white cross on which St. Andrew had suffered Pre­
suming from this heavenly vision that their prayers were favorably 
received, the soldiers fought with enthusiastic courage, and defeated 
the invaders, who left their king, Athelstane, dead upon the field of 
battle in East Lothian, A.D. 940; and ever since the white saltire upon 
an azure field has been carried by the Scottish nation.1 

st. George, of Cappadocia, who furnishes the red Latin cross for 
the union, according to Mr. Emerson, was not a very reputable char­
acter, but a low parasite, who obtained a contract to supply the army 
with bacon. He was a rogue and an informer, became rich, and then 
had to run for his life. He saved his money, embraced Armiuianism, 
was made Bishop of Alexandria in Egypt, and in 361 was dragged 
to prison. He was finally taken out and lynched, as he deserved to 
be. This bishop is the St. George of England and Russia, - a very 
different character from the Georgian chevalier and dragon-destroyer 
of the Trajan standard 8 

1 Brunet'. Rega1.Annorie. I Newton's Display of Heraldry • 
• Cardinal Newman, cn.ted in 1879, took hiB title from the Church of St. Georgio 

de Nelabro, the oalyone in Rome dedicated to the patron B&int or England. Tbill chwch 
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A very curious history of the origin and formation of the union jack, 
written by Sir Harris Nicolas, is in Braley's' Graphic Illustrator.' 

THE UNION JACK OR FLAG OF GREAT BRITAIN. - The combination 
of the crosses of St. George and St. Andrew produced the first union 
------------ jack, which was declared in 1606, 

~ IT ....... _ 

UNION O. I(U, •• co,,"o., "" 

by King James I., the national 
ensign of Great Britain, happily 
symbolizing the union of England 
and Scotland, in its union of the 
crosses of the two realms. In 1801, 
in consequence of the legislative 
union with Ireland, a second union 
ensign was established The new 
device combined the three crosses 
of St. George, St. Andrew, and St. 
Patrick The blazonry of this jack 
is borne by the Duke of Welling­
ton upon a shield of pretence over 
his paternal arms, as an " augmen­
tation of honor" significant and 
expressive. The Duke of Marl­
borough's arms bear in like manner 
the cross of St. George upon a 
canton, in commemoration of the 
services of his ancestor. 

When or why the name' jack' 
was given to this flag is conjectural: in old records it is almost uni­
versally styled the 'UNION FLAG.' Some have thought as the upper 
part of a trooper's armor was so named, the name was transferred 
during the time of the Crusades to the St. George's cross on a white 
field, which the soldiers of the cross wore over their armor before and 
behind. Others think the new flag received this name in honor of 
James I., it being the abbreviation of his signature, Jac. The name 
is mentioned in 1673, in the English treaty with the Dutch, which 
obliges" all Dutch ships or squadrons of war meeting those of Great 

eonWns, nndeT the high altar, the head of St. George and his red aUk banner, which 
are exhibited on the day after Ash Wedneeday and on St. George's Day, the only daya 
the church is open to the public. Two minutes' walk distant is the Cburcb of 
S. Haria.in·Cosmedin. nnder which is preserved a piece of st. Patrick's skull, exhibited 
on that llint's day. 
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Britain, carrying the king's flag, called • the jack: within certain seas 

A Union DeTice of 1800. 

and bounds to strike their topsail and 
lower their flag with like ceremony and 
respect as heretofore by Dutch ships to 
those of the King of England or his an­
cestors." 

At the time of the union, devices repre­
senting it were popular. Our engraving is 
a fae-simile of one of these. 

The royal ordinance establishing the first 
• union jack' is as follows:-

.. Whereas some differences hath arisen between our subjects of 
South and North Britain, travelling by sea, about the bearing of their 
flags; for the avoiding of all such contentions hereafter, we have, with 
the advice of our council, ordered from henceforth all our subjects of 
this Isle and Kingdom of Great Britain, and the members thereof, 
shall bear in the maintop the red cross, commonly called St. George's 
cross, and the white cross, commonly called St. Andrew's cross, joined 
together, according to a form made by our heralds, and sent by us 
to our admiral, to be published to our said subjects; and in the fore­
top our subjects of South Britain (England) shall wear the red cross 
only, as they were wont; and our subjects of North Britain (Scotland) 
in the foretop the white cross only, as they were accustomed: where­
fore, we will and command all our subjects to be conformable and 
obedient to this our order, and that from henceforth they do not use 
or bear their flags in any other sort, as they will answer to the con­
trary at their peril. 

"Given at our Palace this 12th day of April, 4th lacques, A.D. 1606." 1 

There are instances in which this union flag is represented with 
the St. George's cross spread across the entire head, and the St. An­
drew's cross the entire fly. No drawing is extant" of the form 
made by the heralds," sent to the admiral to be published, but the 
paintings of Vandevelde and others show on the bowsprits of vessels 
of war the flag known as the' union jack,' presumptive proof that such 
was the union devised by the heralds. In a drawing of the Duke of 
York's yacht visiting the fleet in the Medway, painted by Vandevelde 
and preserved in the British Museum, all the ensigns have a red 
cross in a canton; but every bowsprit is furnished with a union jack, 
and two of the largest ships carry it aloft, - one, the Breda, at the 

1 United Service JournaL 
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main, and another at the mizzen. There is also an admiral's ship 
with the white at the main. 

In a paper dated Friday, Jan. 14, 1652, "By the commissioners 
for ordering and managing ye affairs of the Admiralty and Navy," 
ordering what flag shall be worn by flag-officers, it is ordered, "all the 
shipps to wear jacks as formerly." 

The king's proclamation, Jan. 1, 1801, establishing and ordering 
the present red ensign, known as the 'meteor flag of old England,' 

which the lively imagination of poets has 
transformed into the omnipotent banner 
which "for a thousand years has braved 
the battle and the breeze," to be worn by 
all the merchant ships of the kingdom, in­
stead of the ensign before that time usually 
worn by them, says, " To the end that none 
of our subjects may presume on board 
their ships to wear our flags, jacks, and 
pendants which, according to ancient usage, 
have been appointed as a distinction to 

st. ADdrew. St. George. St. PatrIck. our ships, or any flags, jacks, or pendants 
in shape or mixture of colors so far resembling ours as not to be 
easily distinguished therefrom, we do, with the advice of our privy 
council, hereby strictly charge and command all our subjects what­
soever that they do not presume to wear on any of their ships or 
vessels our jack, commonly called the 'union jack,' nor any pen­
dants, nor any such colors as are usually borne by our ships, without 
particular warrant for their so doing from us, or our high admiral of 
Great Britain, or the commissioners for executing the office of high 
admiral for the time being; and we do hereby also further command 
all our loving subjects, that, without such warrant as aforesaid, they 
presume not to wear on board their ships or vessels any flags, jacks, 
pendants, or colors made in imitation of or resembling ours, or any 
kind of pendants whatsoever, or any other ensign than tIle ensign 
described on the side or margin hereof," &c. The proclamation then 
excepts from this order certain vessels temporarily employed by the 
government, which are to " wear a 'red jack' with a union jack de­
scribed in a canton at the upper corner thereof, next the staff" All 
merchant ships displaying the union jack, &c., were to have their 
colors seized, and the masters and commanders and other persons 
80 offending were to be duly punished. This union flag or jack was 
worn, and continues to be worn, on the bowsprit of all ships of war. 
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It is also worn by the admiral of the fleet at the main of his flag-ship, 
and is the garrison color hoisted over all the forts belonging to her 
Majesty's dominions. It is heraldically described thus: The crosses 
of St. George and St. Andrew, on fields argent and IUUre, the crosses 
saltire of St. Andrew and St. Patrick quarterly, per saltire counter 
charged argent and gules, the latter fimbriated of the second, sur­
mounted by the cross of St. George, gulu fimbriated as the saltire" 1 

It does not appear why the red saltire is called St. Patrick's cross, 
in defiance of all Church tradition. St. Patrick never had a cross, and 
to give him one is simply an Irish bulL The saltire, so far as it 
belongs to any saint, is St. Andrew's. It has been suggested that the 
red saltire, bordered with white, really represents the Fitz Gerald 
arms, II argent, a saltire gula. " 

In 1823, it was royally ordained no merchant ship or vessel should 
carry the union jack, unless it was bordered on all sides with white, 
equal in breadth to one-fifth of the breadth of the jack exclusive of 
the border. The penalty for using the royal union jack on board 
a merchant vessel is £500. 

An idea was long entertained in England that the admiral's red 
flag had been taken from the main masthead of the admiral's ship, 
and that the Dutch obtained that trophy in one of the battles between 
Blake and Van Tromp, - a mistaken notion, for the red flag never 
has been surrendered. The last admiral who wore it, before it was 
restored to the navy by the creation of a batch of admirals and rear 
and vice admirals of the red after the battle of Trafalgar, Oct. 21, 1805, 
was Sir George Rooke, as admiral of the fleet, when commander of the 
combined forces of }:ngland and Holland in the Mediterranean in 
1703. Upon the union of EnglaQd with Scotland, 1606, the red flag 
was discontinued, and the union jack superseded a red flag at the 
main, as the distinguishing flag of the admiral of the fleet.s 

Up to 1864, the royal navy wore ensigns of the three colors, red, 
white, or blue, according to the rank of the officer commanding. In 
that year, the white ensign was alone reserved for the royal navy. 
and the blue and red ensigns were given up to the use of the naval 
reserve and merchant marine. At the same time. the several grades 
of admirals of the red and blue were merged under the white ensign, 
with a St. George's red cross on a white field for their distinguishing 
flags, the union being continued in all the ensigns.8 

1 British Naval Chronicle, vol. v. pp. 6., 615. 
I British Naval Chronicle, 1805, also 1816-
• In the first edition oC this work the Cull circular order from the adminlty. dated 

Aug •• , 186 •• WlIS given. 
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The military flags of Great Britain in use may be grouped in the 
two divisions, - 'cavalry banners' styled ' standards,' and' infantry 
colors.' The standards of the cavalry are small in size; their color 
is determined by that of the regimental facings; they are charged 
with the cipher, number, heraldic insignia, and honors, such as 
, Waterloo,' 'Alma,' &0., of each regiment. The standards of the 
household cavalry are crimson, richly embroidered with the royal 
insignia of England. 

Every infantry regiment or battalion of the line has its <f pair of 
colors." One is the queen's color, a union jack charged with some 
one 01' more of the regimental devices; the other is the regimental 
color, and its field is of the same tincture as the facings, and bears 
the cipher, number, device, motto, and honors of the corps. At first, 
each infantry regiment had one color only; afterwards, there were 
three to each regiment. In the reign of Queen Anne, the colors 
were reduced to their present number, - a ' pair.' The colors of the 
Foot Guards reverse the arrangement of those of the line. Their 
queen's color is crimson, either with or without a captoned jack, but 
always charged with the royal cipher and crown, and the regimental 
devices. The regimental color of the Guards is the union jack The 
Guards also have small company colors. 

The royal artillery and rifles of the line have no colors. The vol­
unteer regiments have been left to determine for themselves whether 
they shall carry colors, and also the character of the colors they may 
decide to adopt. What may be termed the volunteer banner is worthy 
of the force. It has the figures of an archer of the olden time, and a 
rifleman of to-day, with the motto, <f Defence, not defiance." 1 

In 1873, the colors of the native army in India were assimilated to 
those of the British army, and the devices, &c., of the colors of all the 
native regiments were ordered to be registered at the College of Arms. 

The standard of a regiment is a telegraph in the centre of the 
battle to speak the changes of the day to the wings. "Defend the 
colors! form upon the colors!" is the first cry and first thought of 
a soldier. This standard contains the honor of the band, and the 
brave press round its bearer. An instance of the attachment shown by 
English troops to their standards occurred after the battle of Corunna. 
It was night. The regimental color of the Fiftieth was missing; a cry 
arose that it had been lost; the soldiers were furious; Sir Henry 
Fane, with a loud and angry voice, called out, "No, no! the Fiftieth 
cannot have lost their colors! " They were not lost. Two ensigns-

1 BouteU's Heraldry. 
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Stewart, a Scotchman, and Moore, an Irishman -:- had been slain as 
they bore the banners charging through the village of El Vina. Two 
color-sergeants, seizing the prostrate colors, continued the charge, and 
carried them through the battle. When the fight was done, an officer 
received one of these standards from the sergeant. It was dark, and 
he forgot both their use and their honor, and had gone to the rear, 
intending to embark with them, though the regiment was still in 
position. The stray color was found, and the soldiers pacified; but 
this officer never could remove the feeling which his well-meaning 
but ill-judged caution had produced against him. This shows the 
sentiments entertained by British troopS for their colors, pervading 
all ranks, from the general to the drummer. Sir Henry Fane's words 
rendered him a favorite with the Fiftieth Regiment ever after. 

A British color-sergeant, shot down and overrun by the enemy, 
once seized in his mouth a comer of the flag, and his teeth locked 
upon it in the rigidity of death. The enemy cut it away, leaving a 
bit between his fixed teeth. The standard was retaken, and ever 
since the flag of ~he regiment is made with that little piece carefully 
cut out, in memory of the sergeant who was buried with the frBooment 
in his mouth. 

In the Military Hospital at Chelsea is preserved a large number of 
military trophies, among them the following American flags:-

1. An American national color of Second Regiment of the line, 
taken by General Brock on the frontier. . 

2. An American flag, taken probably in the Revolutionary War. 
3. An American flag, the same as the above. 
4. A regimental color of the Fourth American Regiment, 1812-14. 
5. An American flag taken by the Eighty-fifth Regiment on the 

left bank of the Mississippi . 
6. An American flag, taken in the first war, probably at Boston. 
7. An American regimental flag of the Second Regiment.1 

The American ensign of the Canadian rebel steamer Caroline is 
preserved in the Museum of the Royal Military and Naval Institute, 
Scotland Yard, London. 

Immediately before the battle of Trafalgar, Nelson exhibited the 
ever memorable signal, " England expects every man will do his duty." 
The illustration is from an original drawing in the Royal Service In­
stitution, and shows how great a number and variety of flags was 
used. Each set of flags had to be arranged according to its number 
in the signal-book, and run up to the masthead, until answered and 

1 London Paper, 1886. 
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understood by each ship. Then another set was run up, and so on 
until the signal was completed. Each set represented a word, except 
the last word, ' duty,' which, strange to say, was not represented by 

.. England -apecta - eTeI7 - man - wIlI- do - hIa -d - Q - t -'1." 

any number in the 
signal-book, and 
had to be spelled 
out. This tedious 
met.hod of signal­
ling is to some ex­
tent still used by 
the navy and mer­
chant ships of all 
nations. Sir Har­
ris Nicolas deemed 
it worth while to 
ascertain as pre­
cisely as he could 
the circumstances 
under which those 

words were uttered. There are three accounts of the matter, - one 
by Mr. James, in his' Naval History;' one by Captain Blackwood, 
who commanded the Euryalus at the battle of Trafalgar; and one by 
Captain Pasco, who was Nelson's flag-lieutenant in the victory. Sir 
Harris Nicolas accepts Pasco's version, because that officer himself sig­
nalled the words. " His lordship came to me on the poop," says Pasco, 
" and, after ordering certain signals to be made, said, , Mr. Pasco, I wish 
to say to the fleet, "England confides every man will do his duty!'" 
and he added, 'You must be quick, for I have one more to make, which 
is for close action.' I replied, 'If your lordship will permit me to 
substitute "expects" for "confides," the signal will soon be com­
pleted, because the word" expects" is in the vocabulary, whereas the 
word "confides" must be spelled 1 ' His lordship replied, in haste, 
and with seeming satisfaction, , That will do, Pasco; make it directly!' 
When it had been answered by a few ships in the van, he ordered me 
to make the signal for close action." Captain Blackwood says the 
correction suggested by the signal-officer was from " Nelson expects" 
to "England expects;" but Captain Pasco's is accepted as being more 
probable. 

The flag which floated over the Nelson column in Trafalgar Square in 
1844 was part of the ensign which thirty-eight years before waved over 
the hero on the memorable day of his last great achievement and death. 
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A gentleman residing at Sacramento, Cal, has in his possession a 
banner of green with a golden harp in the centre, which is the identical 
banner carried by the rebels of 1798 in Ireland, and most notably at 
the siege of Drogheda. It was brought to the United States by his 
father, James Gildea. The flag is thirty feet long by ten wide, and 
has been well preserved. 

At Cyprus, in 1878, when Sir Garnet Wolseley took possession, the 
British ftag was solemnly censed, blessed, and hoisted by Greek priests, 
the guards presenting arms. 

NOTL -Campbell, the poet of Hope, WIOte, IOID8 time previous to our civil war, the 
following lines, which, however, since slavery baa been abolished, at the expenae or a 
bloody and _tly war, have now no lIignilieance :-

II United States! your banner W8UII 

Two embleDlll, - one, of fame ; 
Alas I the othllf that it bears 

Reminds us of your shame. 
Your standard's constellation typea 

White freedom by its stars ; 
But what's the meaning of your stripes,­

They mean your negro's scars. OJ 

In reply to this bitter epistle, the Hon. George Lot, of }[.-c:huaetta, wrote :­

II England I whence came each glowing hue 
That tints your flag of meteor light, -

The streaming red. the deeper blue, 
Crossed with the moonbeams pearly white' 

The blood and bruise - the blne and red -
Let .A.M'. grtXI"ifl{l miUiou qtM ; 

The white, it tells of color fled 
From lllarf1irtg En,,'. pallid c:Aeck ," 

A fair retort, II true to-dAy as it 1tas a qusrter of a century ago. In aclmowledgment 
of this pogent reply, Mr. Campbell forwarded a splendid copy of his worb, with a 
complimentary letter, to Mr. Lot. 

II The cry that comes acrou the _ 

From your low cabins reaches me, 
Like a Banshee's wild, despairing wail, 
Brought on the surging northem gale, 

Cooemars! 

.. Yen stager II they by to stand 
Upon your famine-stricken land, 
And women lying down to die, 
Bare icy breasts, becal188 their babies cry : 

Connemara ! " 1 

I 'P. a,m l'!oYIdeDee JoumaI, 1_ 
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NEW ENGLAND COLORS 1686-1776. 

NEW ENGLAND COLORS 1686 

(FROM ORAFT IN BRITISH STATE PAPER OFFICE) 

MERCHANT FLAG 1701 NEW ENGLAND FLAC 1737 

FLAG OF THE SCHOONER ROYAL 

JULY 1776 
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PART II. 

A.D. 860-1777. 

THE EARLY DISCOVERIES OF AMERICA, AND THE FIRST 
BANNERS PLANTED ON ITS SHORES, 

A.D. 860-1634. 

COLONIAL AND PROVINCIAL FLAGS, 

1634-1766. 

FLAGS OF THE PRE-REVOLUTIONARY AND REVOLUTIONARY 
PERIOD, PRECEDING THE STARS AND STRIPES, 

1766-1776. 

THE GRAND UNION OR CONTINENTAL FLAG OF THE 
UNITED COLONIES, 

1776-1717. 
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,. Far o'er yon azure main thy view extend, 
Where 8eIIII and skies in blue confusion blend: 
Lo I there a mighty realm, by Heaven designed 
The laat retreat for poor oppreu'd mankind; 
Formed with that pomp which marks the hand divine, 
And clothes yon vault where worlds unnumbered shine. 
Here spacious plains in 801emn grandeur spread, 
Here cloudy forests cast eternal shade; 
Rich valleys wind, the sky tall mountains brave, 
And inland 8eIIII for commerce spread the wave. 
With noble floods, the sea·like rivers roll, 
And fairer lustre purples round the pole. 
Here, warmed by happy SUDS gay mines unfold 
The useful iron and the laating gol\l ; 
Pure, changing gems in silence leArn to glow, 
And mock the splendors of the covenant bow. 

Far from all realms this world imperial lies, 
Seas roll between, ami tbreat'ning tempellts rise, 
Alike removal beyond ambition's pale, 
And the bold pinions of tbe venturous sail ; 
Till circling years tbe destined period bring, 
And a new 1l0Be8 lift tbe daring wing. 

On yon fair strand behold that little train 
Ascending venturous o'er the unmeasured main; 
No dangers frigbt, no ills the course delay; 
'T is virtue prompts, and God directs the way. 

Here empire's last and brightest thronG shall rise, 
And peace and right and freedom greet the skies; 
To morn's fair realms her trading sbips shalllllloil 
Or lift tbeir canvas to the evening gale : 
In wisdom's walks her sons ambitious 8001', 

Tread starry fields, and untried scenes explore ; 
And hark I what strange, what solemn breaking strain 
Swells, wildly murmuring o'er the far, far main I 
Down time's long lessening vale the notes decay, 
And lost in distant ages roll away ... 

2'iwultA1I Dvligll£, Pruphecy 0/ America, written 1771-177'-
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PART II. 

THE EARLY DISCOVERIES OF AMERICA, AND THE FIRST 
nA..~NERS PLANTED ON ITS SHORES, 

A.D. 860-1636. 

"And theu the blue-eyed Norseman told 
A saga of the days of old. 
'There is,' said he, 'a wondrous book 
Of legends in the old Norse tongue, 
Of the dead kings of Norroway,­
Legends that once were told or sung 
In many a smoky fire-side nook. 

And he who looks may find tbert'in 
The story that I now begin.' " - LorWelloto. 

A Nortlamul V ...... 11. 800-1014. 
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EXPEDmONS to the shores of North America are said to have gone 
forth from the British Isles even in advance of the Northmen. Only 
vague traditionary accounts of these eXpeditions have come down to us, 
but records of early voyages from Greenland have been found, which 
afford strong circumstantial evidence that the New England coast was 
visited, and that settlements were attempted thereon, by Scandinavian 
navigators, five hundred years before the first voyage of Columbus. 

The fact that the Northmen knew of the existence of this conti­
nent prior to the age of Columbus was prominently brought before the 
people of this country in 1837, when the Royal Society of Northern 
Antiquaries, at Copenhlloaen, published their work on the antiquities of 
North America, under the editorial supervision of that great Icelandic 
scholar, Professor Rafn. It had always been known that the histories 
of certain early vOYIloae8 to America by the N orthmen were preserved 
in the libraries of Denmark and Iceland Adam of Bremen, who 
wrote about A.D. 1074, had heard of the exploits of the Northmen in 
Vineland, and made mention of that country in his work. 

Naddod, a Scandinavian pirate or viking, in the year 860, and Gardar, 
a Dane, soon after, are said to be the first Northmen who, driven by 
storms, came in sight of and reconnoitered Iceland. The news they 
carried home induced others to follow in their track, and N orthman 
Ingolf, A.D. 874, was the first who settled there. He and his men found 
there Christian Irishmen, the Papas or Papar, who soon left the island. 

In 876, a northeast storm drove one of these Icelandic settlers, 
named Gunnbjom, to some rock near Greenland, which he appears 
only to have seen in the distance. It was more than fifty years before 
any other adventurer followed in his track, nntil, in 928, Are Marson 
was driven by a storm from Iceland to America 1 At last, in the spring 
of 984-985, Eric the Red, having been banished, for manslaughter, 
from Iceland, sailed with the intention of seeking the country seen by 
Gunnbjom. Having found it, he established a settlement, which he 
called Brattalid, in a bay on the west coast of Greenland, which, after 
him, was called Eric's Fiord He found the country pleasant, full of 
meadows, and of a milder climate than the more northern Iceland. 
He gave it the name of Greenland,2 saying that this would be an in­
viting name, which wonld attract other people from Iceland Another 
adventurer, Heriulf, soon followed him, and established himself on the 
west coast, north of our present Cape Farewell, at a place which, after 
him, was called Heriulfsness. 

1 De-costa'. Pre. Cot Dis. P. 86-
I De Costa hald. that Eric did Dot originate the name. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 161 

Heriulf had a son, Biarne, who, when his father went to Greenland, 
was on a trading voyage to Norway. Returning to Iceland in 986, 
and, finding that his father had gone to the west with Eric the Red, 
he resolved to follow him, and to spend the winter in Greenland. 

Boldly setting sail, he encountered northerly storms. After many 
days they lost their reckoning or course, and, when the weather cleared, 
descried land entirely nnlike that described to them as Greenland. 
They saw it was a more southern land, and covered with forests. It 
not being the intention of Biarne to explore new countries, but to find 
his father in Greenland, after sailing two more days and nights, he 
improved a southwest wind, turned to the northeast, and, after 
several days' sailing by other lands bordered by icebergs, reached 
Heriulfsness. His return occupied nine days,. and he speaks of three 
distinct tracts of land along which he had coasted, one of which he 
supposed to be a large island. 

The results of the expedition of Biame were these: He was the 
first European who saw, though from a distance, and very cursorily, 
some parts of the coasts of New England, Nova Scotia, and New­
foundland. When he returned to Norway, he was blamed for not 
having examined the new-found countries more accurately. 

In Greenland there was much talk about undertaking a voyage of 
discovery to the west. Leif, the son of Eric the Red, the first settler 
in Greenland, having bought Biarne's ship, A.D. 1000, with a crew of 
thirty-five men, among whom was Biarne himself, went out on Biarne's 
track to the southwest. They anchored and went on shore, probably 
at Newfoundland, and after a brief delay pursued their VOYRocre, and 
came to a low, wooded coast, with shores of white sand, which they 
named Markland (Woodland), our present Nova Scotia.1 Continuing 
their course, in two days they again made land, a promontory project­
ing in a northeasterly direction from the main, corresponding to our 
present Cape Cod. 

Leif, rounding this cape to the southward, sailed westward, and 

1 About 1659, Francis Fuller, of Winthrop, Maine, stated that he went as a ship ear· 
penter's apprentice to the Kennebec, and at Agrys Point, nenr the present town of Pittston, 
three miles below the city of Gardiner, in clearing tho ground for a ship-yanl, they <lis· 
covered the bottom of a brick chimney. Further examination disclosed the remains of 
thirteen other chimneys. "Within the limits of one," said llr. Fuller, "grew a tree three 
feet in diameter. We had the curiosity to count the rings of this tree, to ascertain its 
age, and found that they exceeded six hundred, thereby indicating that it was over six 
hundred yesrs old. We conclnded a village had existed there IOllg befOI" Columbus dis­
covered America." -Joseph Williamson, Esq., on the Northmen in Maine, in Historical 
:Magazine, January, 1869. 

11 
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entered a bay or harbor, and went on shore. Finding the countty 
very pleasant, he concluded to spend the winter there, and formed a 
settlement, which was called Leifsbudir (!..eirs block-house or dwell­
ing). It is, with a degree of probability, supposed this settlement was 
on the coast of Rhode Island, in Narragansett Bay, perhaps not far 
from Newport. Leif and his men made several exploring expeditions 
to the interior. On one of these a German named Tyrker, who had 
long resided with Leirs father in Iceland and Greenland, lost his way, 
and was missing. Leif, with some of his men, went in search of him, 
and had not gone far when they saw him coming out from a wood, 
holding something in his hands, coming towards them, vety much 
excited, and speaking in German. At last he told them, in Norse, 
.. I found vines and grapes," showing what he held in his hands. Leif, 
an Icelander and Greenlander, probably had never seen fresh grapes, 
and asked, "Is that true, my friend 1" and then Tyrker said that he 
well knew they were real grapes, having been born and educated in a 
country in which there were plenty of vines. The N orthmen col­
lected their boat full of grapes, and from this circumstance Leif gave 
this new southern country the name of Vinland. During the winter, 
Leif observed that the climate of Vinland was so mild that cattle 
could be kept out-doors unsheltered, and that throughout the year the 
days and nights were much more equal in length than in Greenland. 
On the shortest day in Vinland the sun was above the horizon from 
7.30 A.M. to 4.30 P.M. This astronomical observation confirms the 
generally adopted view that their settlement was in the southern part 
of New England Filling their vessel with wood, they returned to 
Greenland in the spring.! 

Leif's brother, Thorwald, being of opinion the new country had 
not been explored sufficiently, borrowed Leif's ship, and, aided by 
his advice and direction, commenced another voyage to this countty 
in 1002. Sailing on the track of his predecessors, he arrived at 
Leifbudir, in Vinland, and spent the winter in fishing and cutting 
wood In the spring he sent out his long-boat to the southward 
on a voyage of discovery, and she did not return until the fall of the 
year. 

These events took place about the time of the massacre of the Danes 

1 Mr. Williamson, in his article on the Northmen in lIaine, contends that the islaud 
to the eastward of the main was Monhegan, while the river issuing from lake., &e., is 
well represented by the Kennebec, which joins the ocean near that island. De Monts, 
who visited Acadie in 1607, speaks of grapes in several places, and they were in such 
plenty on the Isle of Orleans, in lat. no, that it was called the Island of Bacchus. 
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in England, and the revengeful invasion of the English coast by 
Sweyne, whose sister Gunhilda, with her husband and son, had been 
put to death in the presence and by command of Edric Streone, one 
of the Anglo-Saxon chieftains. He ravaged Devonshire, D01'8etshire, 
and Wiltshire, as also other parts, and burnt several towns, until 

\\ .tt •• :~ 

Etheldred was glad to purchase a two years' respite at a cost of 
.£36,000, equivalent to tbe worth of 720,000 acres of land at tbat 
time. He was also compeUed to feed bis invaders.1 

Tbe Danish sbips with wbich Sweyne made his descent upon the 
English coast in 1004 have been described with minuteness by con-

I Southey's Naval History. 
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temporary chroniclers, and afford us an idea of the vessels in which 
Leif and his brother Thorwald sailed along the American coast. 

"Each vessel," says Sir N. Harris Nicolas,1 citing contemporaneous 
chronicles, "had a high deck and bore a distinctive emblem indicating 
its commander, similar, probably, in object, to the banners of later 
chieftains. The prows of the ships were ornamented with figures of 
lions, bulls, dolphins, and of men, made of copper gilt, and at the 
mastheads of others were vanes shaped like birds with expanded 
wings, showing whence the wind blew. Their sides were painted 
with various colors, and the shields of the soldiers, of polished steel, 
were placed in rows around the gunwales. Sweyne's own ship wa., 
the Great Dragon, built in the form of the animal whose name it 
bore; its head forming the prow, and its tail the stern. The mys­
terious Scandinavian standard of white silk, having in its centre a 
raven, with extended wings and beak open, the supposed insurer of 
victory, which had been embroidered by three of Sweyne's sisters in 
one night, amidst charms and magical incantations, was on board his 
ship, but it was not displayed until he landed in England." 

The next year, 1004, Thorwald undertook another vOYlleae, and had 
a battle with the aborigines, it is conjectured near the harbor of 
Plymouth. Of course the victory was with the Europeans. After 
the victory, Thorwald asked his men whether any had been wounded. 
Upon their denying this, he said, "I am: I have an arrow under my arm 
which will be my death-blow!" Advising them to depart as soon as 
possible, he requested them to bury him on a hilly promontory over­
grown with wood, which he had previously selected as his abode, 
saying: "I was a prophet, for now I shall dwell there for ever. There 
you shall bury me, and plant two crosses, one at my head and one at 
my feet, and call the place' Krossaness,' - the cape of the crosses, 
- for all time coming." Thorwald upon this died, and his men did 
as he had ordered them. Thorwald was the ancestor of Thorwaldsen 
the sculptor, and in an unpublished poem Edward Everett expressed 
a hope that the artist would commemorate in undying stone the dis­
co\"erers to Europe of North America. 

" Tborwald shall live for aye 
In Thorwaldsen." 

But,alas I the sculptor died with the hope unfulfilled.2 

Thorwald's men returned to the settlement at Leifsbudir, and 
spent with them the following winter. But in the spring of 1005, 

1 History or the Royal Navy, vol. L 
I Boston DaUy Advertiser, July 17, 1872. 
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having collected a cargo of wood, furs, and dried grapes, they sailed 
to Greenland. The results of Thorwald's expedition were, that he 
and his men stayed on the coast of New England nearly two years, 
principally occupied in explorations. They sailed along the south 
coast of New England towards and perhaps beyond New York. 
They recognized and described more minutely the important head­
lands of Cape Cod, and gave it the name of I Kiarlamess: - Keel 
Cape, - because there they experienced bad weather and broke their 
keel, a piece of which, after repairing their ship, they stuck up on the 
reef. They intended an expedition along the coast toward the north, 
which was turned back, near the harbor of Boston, by the death of 
Thorwald. 

The next voyager was Thorstein, Eric's third son, who resolved 
to proceed to Vinland in his brother's ship, with twenty-five able and 
strong men, to obtain his brother's body. His wife, Gudrida, a woman 
of energy and prudence, accompanied him. They got no farther than 
Greenland, when a sickness broke out. Thorstein and others died, 
and Gudrida returned with the ship to Eric's fiord on the southern 
coast of Greenland. In the following summer, 1006, two ships arrived 
at Eric's fiord from Iceland. Thorfinn, a wealthy and powerful man 
of illustrious lineage, who commanded one of them, fell in love with 
Gudrida, the widow of Thorstein, and married her. Thorfinn, nrged 
by his wife and others, resolved to undertake a voyage to the south, 
and in the summer of 1007 prepared three ships, their united com­
panies amounting in all to one hundred and sixty men, and, with 
the intention of colonizing in the new and beautiful land, took all 
kinds of live-stock along. They sailed in the spring of 1008, and 
were the first European navigators that made a coasting voyage along 
the coast of Maine, keeping in.. sight of the land until they came to 
Cape Cod, which, from its long sandy beaches and dOWDS, they named 
Furderstrandr, - beaches of wonderful lengtb. Their settlement was 
formed near I.eifsbudir, on the other side of the water, at a place 
which pleased Thorfinn better, and which was called Thorfins-budir. 
It stood near a small recess or bay, called by them 'hop' or 'comer.' 
On the low grounds around this hop they found fields of wheat 
growing wild, and on the rising ground plenty of vines. Here 
Gudrida, the wife of Thorfinn, gave birth to a son, who received the 
name of Snorre, who must be considered the first American child 
bom on the continent, of European parents. On a subsequent at­
tempt to explore the coast of Maine, Thorhall, one of Thorfinn's men, 
was driven over to the coast of Ireland. After a while, discontent 
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and dissensions broke out among the settlers, and Thorfinn, with his 
wife Gudrida, and his American son Snorre, then three. years of age, 
left the country together, and with a good southerly wind returned 
to Greenland It is probable a party of his men remained behind, 
and continned the settlement of Vinland. Thomnn never returned, 
but afterwards went to Norway, and from thence, in 1014, to Iceland, 
where he bought an estate, and resided for the remainder of his 
life with his wife and son. After his death and the maniage of 
Snorre, his widow Gudrida made a pilgrimage to Rome, where she 
was received with distinction. Afterwards she returned to her son's 
estate in Iceland, where Snorre had built a church, and where, after 
all her adventures, she long lived as a religious recluse.! 

In 1121, the voyage to Vinland of a bishop of Greenland, named 
Eric, is mentioned in • Icelandic Annals.' Eric was appointed bishop 
of Greenland, but performed no duties after his consecration, and 
eventually resigned that See in order to undertake the mission to 
Vinlan!i The fact that such a high ecclesiastical functionary should 
go to Vinland appears good proof tha~, since Thorfinn's time, N orth­
men settlers or tmders had tanied there. Of the results of his ex­
pedition we have no particular information. After this voyage, we 
hear no more of Vinland for more than one hundred years, nor of 
countries southwest of Greenland Then, in 1285, two Icelandic 
clergymen, Adalbrand and Thorwald Helgason, visited, on the west 
of Iceland, "a new land;" and in 1288, Eric, king of Denmark, sent 
out a ship commanded by Rolfe, to pay a visit to this new land, sup­
posed to have been Newfoundland. In 1290, Rolfe travelled through 
Iceland, and called out men for a voyage to the new land. 

Another hundred years after this event, the • Icelandic Annals' 
has the following remarkable thougq short report: .. In the year 
1347, a vessel having a crew of seventeen men sailed from Iceland to 
Markland" From the middle of the fourteenth century down to the 
discovery of America by Columbus, Cabot, and others, we leam no 

I The Dighton Rock, six and a haIt miles from Taunton, Mass., on the east side of 
Taunton River, a boulder of fine gray rock, twelve feet long and five filet high, baa an in. 
scription in the middle (surrounded by rude Indian hieroglypbics of a later date) which 
is supposed to be the work of the Northmen, and to relate that Thorfinn Karlsefne 
established himself there with one hnndred and fifty· one men. A copy of the inscrip­
tion was shown to a Mohawk chief, who aaid it represented II. triumph of Indians over 
a wild beast. Mr. Schoolcraft showed a copy to an Algonquin, who gave a similar in· 
terpretation, but the central figures he rejected, ae having no connection with the rest. 
That two diatinct parties were concerued in making the inscription is clear from the 
testimony oC the Indians. See Antiquitates Americanle, pp. 355-371. There hII8 been 
recently a proposition to remove this rock to Copenhagen. 
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more of Scandinavian uudertakings. in this direction. The heroic age 
of the N orthmen, and their power and spirit of enterprise, had long 
passed by,1 though there is evidence tending to show that communi­
cation was never suspended 

These early voyagers left no traces of their presence on the con­
tinent, unless it shall be conceded that the round tower or mill at 
Newport, about the origin of which history and tradition are alike 
silent, was built by them: it stood there when the English people first 
visited Rhode Island, and the Narragansett Indians had no traditions of 
its origin. 2 Many have supposed that the skeleton in armor dug up near 
Fall River was a relic of a N orthman killed by the natives in the battle 
with Karlsefne. Longfellow has immortalized this legend in his verse. 

Information of these voyages existed in Europe. But the dis­
covery was chiefly remembered in traditionary tales of the exploits 
of these vikings; and these new lands were often considered a part 
of the European continent, connected along the ice-bound regions of 
the north. When Columbus conceived the grand idea of reaching 
Asia by sailing westward, no account of these Scandinavian voyages 
was current in Europe.8 

It is certain that the junks and boats of the Asiatic nations driven 
by storms from the islands and coasts of Asia, drifting along on the 
kuro-sima, or black current, which skirts the coast of Japan and 
is lost in Behring's Straits, and which answers in the Pacific to 
the Gulf stream of the Atlantic, were thrown upon the Pacific coast 
of America, and that their shipwrecked crews and passengers found 
their way into the interior of the continent. It also seems probable 
that other Asiatics found their way by the Aleutian Isles and Behring's 
Straits from the projecting capes of Asia to our Pacific shores. Some 
refer the origin of the Indian tribes of America to the Phrenicians, 
others perceive evidences of their Egyptian or Hindoo parentage, and 
others claim they are the lost tribes of Israel "who took counsel to 
go forth into a far country where never mankind dwelt." 

1 An account of the Scandinavian voyagers is to be fonnd in the Collections of the 
llaine Historical Society, containing a History of the Discovery of Maine, by J. G. Kohl, 
published in 1869, which, De Coeta says, is· a mass of enors, and that he wrote his 
• Northmen in Kaine' to show we have no evidence that the Northmen visited llaine. 
He says, .. they may have done so, but we do not know it." His American editors are 
responsible for some of the errors. 

I For an account or the Old Mill, _ • The .. Old Mill" at Newport, aNew Study or 
an Old Puzzle,' by B. G. Hatfield, illustrated in Scribner's Monthly, voL viii., March, 
1819, pp. 632~42. 

• Columbus visited Iceland in the spring or 1477, fifteen years before bis first voyage. 
A few years after his voyage to Iceland we find him urging his theory or reaching Asia 
by sailing to the west. 
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Within almost every State and Territory, remains oC human skill 
and labor have been found, which seem to attest the existence here 
of a civilized people before the ancestors oC the present Indian tribes 
became masters of the continent. Some of these appear to give evi­
dence of intercourse · between the people oC the Old Wodd and those 
oC America centuries, perhaps, beCore the birth of Christ, and at periods 
soon afterwards.l Remains of fortifications, similar in form to those 
of ancient European nations, have been discovered, - fire-places oC 
regular structure, weapons and utensils of copper, and walls of forts 
and cities. There are accounts of a Roman coin found in Missouri; 
a Persian coin in Ohio; a bit of silver in Genesee, N. Y., with the 
year of our Lord 600 engraved on it, &c. Near Montevideo, South 
America, a tomb is said to have been found in which were two 
ancient swords, a helmet, and shield, with Greek inscriptions show­
ing they were made in the time of Alexander the Great, 330 years 
before Christ. A few years since, an earthenware vessel containing 
Roman copper coins, bearing the names of Maximinus, Dioclesian, 
and Constantine, were dug up near the site of Old Panama on the 
Isthmus. The interesting question is, how these coins of the third 
and fourth centuries A.D. came there, though the probable explana­
tion is that they were the collection of a virtuoso who buried them 
for safety when the city was sacked by the buccaneers.' Recently a 
stone, said to be covered with Tyrian inscriptions, has been found on 
the Upper Amazon, which Dom Pedro II. has caused to be deposited 
in the imperial museum at Rio de Janeiro. 

The flags, banners, or standards which these peoples planted upon 
the shores of America in token of occupancy and sovereignty must ever 
remain conjectural Nothing concerning them has come down to us. 

Beyond doubt, the first European banners displayed upon the 

The Standard of Spain, 1492. 

shores of the New World, of which there is any 
authentic account, were those unfurled by Co­
lumbus, when he landed upon the small outly­
ing island of St. Salvador, Oct. 12, 1492, which, 
fortunately, have been described by his son: 
.. Columbus, dressed in scarlet, first stepped on 
shore from the little boat which bore him from 
his vessels, bearing the royal standard of Spain 
emblazoned with the arms of Castile and Leon 
[a turretted and embattled castle or, on a field 
gule8 for Castile, quarterly on a field a1'!Jent, a 

1 Lossing's History of the United States. I PanD.Dla Echo. 
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lion rampant gules for Leon] in his own hand, followed by the Pinzons 
in their own boats, each bearing the banner of the expedition; viz., 

a white flag with a green cross, having on 
each side the letters F and Y, surmounted 
by golden crowns." 1 

In 1497, Vespucci, on his first voyage, 
discovered the mainland at Yucatan. 

In 1498, Columbus discovered the con­
tinent, and pla.nted the Spanish banners 
at the mouth of the Orinoco, supposing 
it to be an island on the coast of Asia.. 
He lived and died in ignorance of the 
real grandeur of his discoveries, while 
Americus Vespucius, a Florentine, who 
explored the eastern coast of South Amer­

The Caravel in which Columbu.a dJa. 
covered America. ica north of the Orinoco, a year later, 

From a drawlDg attributed to him ID tbe 1499, made the first formal announce-
• Epiatola ChrIatororo ColwnbL' ment to the world of the great discovery, 

in 1507, and thus gave a name to the new continent of the west.3 

At the court of England, "there was great talk of the undertaking 
of Columbus, which was affirmed to be a thing more divine than 

human, and his fame and report increased in 
the hearts of some of the king's subjects a great 
flame of desire to attempt something alike nota­
ble." Thus inspired, King Henry VI!., of Eng­
land, March 5, 1496, issued a patent to John 
Cabot and his three sons, Lewis, Sebastian, and 
Sancius, to sail early in May, 1497, with five 
ships, .. under the royal banners and ensigns, to 
all parts, countries, and seas, of the east, of the 

E%pediUonary BanDero! west, and of the north, and to seek out and dis-
CoIuwbUL cover whatsoever isles, countries, regions, and 

provinces in what part of the world soever they might be, which before 
this time had been unknown to Christians." The king gave them 
further license, "to set up the royal banners and ensigns in the coun­
tries, places, or mainland newly found by them," and to conquer, 
occupy, and possess them as bis vassals and lieutenants.8 

1 Narrative of Don Fernando; Irving's Life of Columbus. 
I Vespucius did not himself give name. See Major, in Areheologia, vol. xl., on Map 

of Leonardo d& VincL See note» to De Costa's article on the Leuox Globe, ltlagazine of 
American History, 1879. 

• See patent in Latin in Hakluyt's Dion'8 Voyages. London, 1860. Froolera, xii. 1472. 
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The patentees having to arm and furnish their vessels, to buy 
victuals, and to provide all things necessary at t.heir own cost, were not 
able to avail themselves of the royal pennission until more than a year 
after it was issued, and did not sail from Bristol until May, 1497. It is 
asserted that the expedition comprised four vessels, but we only know 
with certainty that the admiral's ship was called the Matthew, that 
she was the first English vessel that touched our American shores, 
and the only one that returned in safety to Bristol Relative to the 
course which the Cabots followed on this voyage, we have no definite 
information. Formerly it was supposed that they made their landfall 
near a cape of the island of Newfoundland, but a more careful ex­
amination of the known facts has induced Baron Humboldt and 
recent writers to believe that what they called • Prima Vista: June 
24,1497, must be found in Labrador, in 560 or 580 north latitude. 

It is stated that they sailed along the C08St about three hundred 
le&oaues to the south. The short time they were absent from England 
- about ninety days - renders this doubtful They could hardly 
have performed so long a coasting voyage unless in the line of their 
return route to the northward and eastward. 

The Matthew arrived at Bristol early in August, for there is an 
entry in the privy-purse accounts of Henry VIl, dated" Aug. 10~ 
1497," in which the king says, .. that he has given a reward of ten 
pounds to hym that found the new isle;" 1 and Lorenzo Pasqualigo, 
under date .. London, Aug. 23, 1497," announces to bis brothers in 
Venice the return of John Cabot from his voyage of discovery, and 
that he had found at a distance of seven hundred leagues in the west a 
firm land, along which he had coasted for the space of three hundred 
18Roaues, not having met a living person at the points where he had 
landed, but still having observed there some traces of inhabitants,­
trees notched, and nets for catching game. On his return, he had 
seen on his right hand two islands, where however he had not wished 
to go on shore, on account of the failure of his provisions; he had 
returned to Bristol after a voyage of three months, having left in the 
lands which he had discovered a grand cross, with the banner of Eng­
land alld that of St. Mark of Venice. 

If this be true, then, under King Henry's patent, and orders .. to 
set up his royal banners and ensigns in the countries, &c., newly 
found," it is probable that the English standards and ensigns, with 
the Venetian banner of St. Mark, were the first ever planted by allY 
European nation upon the shores of North America since those of 

1 Excerpta Hiatoriea, p. 118. 
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the Northmen, and that they were set up a year earlier than Columbus 
raised the castles and lions of Castile and Leon at the mouth of the 
Orinoco. Indeed Paaqualigo, in the letter already quoted, says, "The 
discoverer of these places planted on his newfoundland a large cross, 
with one flag of England and one of St. Mark, by reason of his being 
a Venetian, so that our banner has floated very far afield." 

The Cabots believed they had discovered portions of Asia, and 80 

proclaimed it. But the more extensive discoveries of a second voyage 
corrected this view, and revealed nothing but a wild and barbarous 
coast, stretching through 30 degrees of latitude, and forming an im­
passable barrier to the rich possessions of China which they hoped to 
reach. Doctor Asher, a German writer, in his work on Hudson, 
published in London by the Hakluyt Society in 1860, observes, "The 
displeasure of Cabot involves the scientific discovery of a new world. 
He was the first to recognize that a new and unknown continent was 
lying, as one vast barrier, between Western Europe and Eastern Asia." 

The voyages of these enterprising mariners along the entire At­
lantic coast of the preSent United States, and along the whole extent 
of a great continent, in which at this time the English mce and lan­
guage prevail and flourish, has always been considered as the tme 
beginning, the foundation and corner-stone, of all the English claims 
and possessions in the northern half of America. 

English flags were the first which were planted along these shores, 
and Englishmen were the first of modem Europeans who with their 
own eyes surveyed the border of that great assemblage of countries 
in which they were destined to become 80 prominent; and were also 
the first to put their feet upon it. The history of each one of the 
chain of States stretching along the western shores of the Atlantic 
bebtins with Sebastian Cabot and his expedition of 1498.1 

On the map of the eastem coast of North America by Juan de la 
Cosa, in the year 1500, the discoveries of the Cabots are marked by 
English standards, while the Spanish possessions of Cuba. and other 
West India Islands are similarly marked with Spanish, and the Azores 
with the Portuguese, standards. 

Verrazano saw the coast in 1524, but the expedition commanded 
by John Rut, in 1527, after Cabot, was the second expedition which 
sailed along the entire east coast of the United States, as far south as 

1 lI. D'Avezac, in a letter to Dr. Woods, dated "Paris, Dec. lli, 1868," advocates 
John Cabot', diJcovery of North America in 1494, and that he kept his discovery secret, 
to escape the exclwdve pretensions of Spain and Portugal. until he had obtained the letters­
patent from Henry VII., signed March 15. 1496, and retumed from his voyage in August, 
1498. See Maine Hiat. Coil, voL i., new aeriea. 
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Carolina. and was the last official enterprise of the English in our 
waters until the expedition of Sir John Hawkins in 1565. 

On the Verrazano map of 1529. in the Propaganda, Rome, there 
are three flags placed to indicate the claims of Francis 1. in North 

America, and colored blue. 
which about that time was 
made the color of France, in 
opposition to the white flag 
of England. These flags have 
no device whatever.l 

There is preserved in the 
Royal Library at Munich a 
map of Nova Scotia, New­
foundland, &c., which has on 
it in great letters, "Pedro 
Reinel a fez;" that is, Pedro 
Reinel made it. Reinel was 
a Portuguese pilot of great 
fame. who. like many Port­
uguese, entered the Spanish 
service some time after 1522. 
The language of the map is 

1 Am. His. :Hag., August, 1878. Da Costa on Ver. :Hap. 
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Portuguese, it presents only Portuguese discoveries, and shows the arms 
and flags of Portugal, but not of Spain. From these circumstances it is 
probable that the map was made by Reinel in Portugal before he en­
tered the service of Spain, and probably soon after the voyage of the 
Cortereals and Cabral.. We may therefore assign it to the year 1505. 
Peschal gives it the date of 1504. The cape which was called on 
the map of 1500 • Cavo de Anglaterra,' or • Cape of England,' is here 
for the first time named' Cavo Raao' (the flat cape), a name which is 
of Portuguese origin. The English, who did not understand the 
meaning of the Portuguese word, afterwards changed it to Cape Race, 
which has no meaning in this connection. 

During the reigns of Henry VII. and Henry VIII. several expe­
ditions were made by the English to the northeast of America. Their 
leading motive in those expeditions was the hope of finding a shorter 
passage to the rich countries of Eastern Asia. The last English ex­
pedition of this kind, in 1536, ended with such loss of life, and other 
disasters, that a most unfavorable impression appears to have been 
made by it on the nation. After this, for nearly fifty years, the 
English entirely abandoned the east coast of America. 

It was not until the twentieth year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
and eighty years after the discoveries of Cabot, that healthy efforts 
to found colonies in the new world were matured by the English. 
In June, 1578, Sir Humphry Gilbert, a step-brother of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, obtained a liberal patent or grant from the Queen. Raleigh 
gave him the aid of his hand and fortune; and, as early as 1579, 
Gilbert sailed for America with a small squadron, accompanied by 
his step-brother. Heavy storms and Spanish war vessels compelled 
them to return, and the scheme for a time was abandoned. Four 
years afterwards, 1583, Gilbert sailed with another squadron, and 
after a series of disasters reached the harbor of St. John, in New­
foundland There he set up a pillar with the English arms upon it, 
and proclaimed the sovereignty of the queen. Proceeding to explore 
the coast southward, after being beaten by tempests off the shore of 
Nova Scotia and Maine, and losing his largest ship, he turned his 
vessel toward England, and during a September gale his little bark, 
the Squirrel, of ten tons, went down with all on board, and only one 
vessel of the expedition reached England. 

In 1584, Raleigh obtained a patent for all the lands in America 
between the Santee and the Delaware Rivers, and sent Philip Amidas 
and Arthur Barlow to explore the American coast. They approached 
the shores of Carolina in July, and took possession of the islands in 
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Pamlico and Albemarle Sounds in the name of Queen Elizabeth. 
They remained a few weeks exploring and trafficking, and returned 
to England with two Indians, named Manteo and Wanchese. The 
glowing accounts of the newly discovered country filled Raleigh's 
heart with joy. The Queen declared the event one of the most glori­
ous of her reign, and, in memorial of her unmarried state, she gave 
the name of 'Virginia' to the enchanting region. 

April 19, 1585, Raleigh despatched a fleet of seven vessels under 
the command of Sir Richard Grenville, with a governor and colonists, 

Raleigh'. Ship, 1585. 

for the purpose of making a permanent set­
tlement of the inviting land A series of 
disasters followed, and, induced by misfor­
tunes and fear, the emigrants abandoned 
their settlement on Roanoke Island, and 
were all conveyed to England by Sir Fran­
cis Drake, June, 1586. Raleigh, undis­
mayed by the result of his first attempt, 
despatched a band of agriculturists and ar­
tisans with th~ir families, April 26, 1587, 

to found an industrial state in Virginia. This attempt at coloniza­
tion, like the others, proved a failure, and a century after the dis­
coveries of Columbus and Cabot there was no European settlement 
upon the North American continent. 

Twelve years after the failure of Raleigh's colonization efforts, 
Bartholomew Gosnold sailed in a small bark directly act'08S the 
Atlantic for the American coast, and after a voyage of seven weeks 
discovered the continent, May 14, 1602, near Penobscot. Sailing 
southward, he landed upon a sandy point which he called' Cape Cod,' 
and afterwards discovered Nantucket, Martha's Vineyard, and the 
group of islands known a8 Elizabeth's Islands, which he named in 
honor of his sovereign. Upon an islet in a tillY lake he built a fort 
and storehouse, but, owing to dissensions and the want of supplies, 
he returned to England in June, and was prosecuted by Raleigh upon 
his return. 

In 1605, Captain George Weymouth entered the Sagadahock, and 
took formal possession of the country in the name of King James j 
and the same year De Monts, a wealthy French Huguenot, organized a 
French settlement at Port Royal (now Annapolis), and called the terri­
tory around it 'Acadia.' In 1606, the Plymouth Company obtained 
their charter, and soon after despatched an agent to examine North 
Virginia. In 1607, Jamestown was founded. and in 1607, Popham, 
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with one hundred emigrants,. landed at the mouth of the Kennebec. 
where they erected a stockade, a storehouse, and a few huts. All 
but forty-five returned to England in the vessels. those who remained 
named the settlement' St. George.' A terrible winter ensued. Lack­
ing courage to bmve the perils of the wilderness, the emigrants 
abandoned the settlement, and returned to England in the spring 
of 1608.1 

}'rom the foregoing it will be seen that every attempt of English­
men during the reign of Queen Elizabeth to colonize the new world 
proved abortive, and it was not until the accession of her successor, 
James I., and union of the kingdoms of England and Scotland, that 
her flag was permanently planted upon its shores. 

COLONIAL AND PROVINCIAL FLAGS. 

1634-1766. 

The flags used by the American colonies prior to their sepamtioD. 
from the mother country would naturally be those of England, though 
such does not appear to have been invariably the case. Several flags, 
differing more or less from the standards and ensigns of that kingdom, 
seem to have been at times in use. 

The ancient national flag of England, the cross of St. George, a 
white banner with a red cross, was the universal badge of the Eng­
lish soldiery as early as the fourteenth century. and was worn by 
them over their armor, and blazoned on their shields. Why St. 
George was constituted the patron saint of England has been and 
continues to be a puzzle to antiquarians, but "St. George for Eng­
land," or "Merrie England," was a usual war-cry, and his banner 
above all others was the national . banner of Englishmen. What-

1 The English claimed dominion onr a belt of territory extending from Cape Fear, 
in North Carolina, to Halifax, in Nova Scotia, and indefinitely wt!8tward. This was 
divided into two distrieta. One extended from the vicinity of New York City northward 
to the present I01lthem boundary of Canada, including the whole of New England, and 
Wt!8tward of it, and wae called 'North Virginia.' This territory wae granted to a company 
of "knighte, gentlemen, and merchante" in the weet or England, called the 'Plymouth 
Company.' The other district extended from the mouth of the Potomac 80uthward to Cape 
Fear, and WIll called 'South Virginia.' It wae granted to a company of "noblemen, 
gentlemen, and merehante," chiefly naidente of London, called the 'London Company.' 
The intermediate domain of allllOlt two hundred milee wae a dividing line, 80 broad that 
dieputea about territory could not occur, as neither company was allowed to make eettle­
mente IIlOI8 than fifty milee beyond ite own boundary • ...... LMiMg., Hilturr oj 1M U"W 
8IoIM. 
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ever other banne1'8 were carried, it was always foremost in the field1 

Adopted as the national standard and ensign, it continued such until 

.tAIIeUW, CMII 

UN'ON oa I{1Ne, Co\'ORS fMC 

A.D. 1606, when King James I., by 
his royal proclamation,S united 
with it the cross of St. Andrew, 
a diagonal white cross on a blue 
ground (which had been the flag 
and badge of the Scots from the 
time of the Crusades), as a dis­
tinguishing flag, for all his sub­
jects travelling by sea. 

Tbis union, in 1606, of the 
crosses of the two kingdoms, 
which had been united by the 
accession of James in 1603, was 
called the 'king's colors.' They 
were required to be displayed 

from the main-tops of all British vessels, - those of South Britain 
(England), however, were to carry the St. George's cross, and those 
of North Britain (Scotland), the St. Andrew's cross, in their fore-tops, 
to designate which section of the United Kingdom they hailed from; 
the union flag taking precedence in the main-top and at the after-part 
of the vessell . 

Rushworth says' that "the union flag, that is, the St. George's 
and St. Andrew's crosses joined together, was still to be reserved as 
an ornament proper to the king's own ships, and ships in his imme­
diate service and pay, and none other. English ships were to bear 
the red cross, Scotch the white." 

The first grant of the crown of England under which effectual 
settlements were made in North America was dated April 10, 1606, 
the very year the crosses of the two kingdoms were united by royal 
proclamation. By this charter all the country in America between 
latitude 340 and 450 north, was called VIRGINIA. Two companies 
were constituted, one called the • London Company,' the other the 
, Plymouth Company.' To the first named was assigned all that por­
tion of this vast territory lying between the parallels of 340 and 4]0 

1 Miss Strickland, in her ' Queena or England,' says : .. Henry II. married Eleanor 
of Aquitaine, and through her, the ancestress of the royal line, may be traced armorial 
bearings and a war-cry whose origin bas perplexed the readers or English history. The 
patron saint of England, St. George, was adopted from the Dukes or Aqnitaine, as the 
Duke or Aquitaine's war-cry was 'St. Grmge for tlte PI,illtlnt duke: His crest was a 
leopard, and his deacendanta in England bore leopards on their abields till after the time 
or Edward I." 

• See GnU. • See GfIU, p. 149. , Ruahworth, 1634. Tot U. p. 247. 
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north latitude, under the name of C South Virginia;' to the latter, aU 
lying to the north of 410 , called eN orth Virginia' Such was the vague 
extent of the old dominion of Virginial 

After the execution of Charles I., the new council of states, on the 
22d of February, 1648-49, passed a resolution, cc that the ships at 

sea in the service of the states shall bear the 
red cross in a white flag. That the engraving 
upon the sterns of the ships shall be the arms 
of England and Ireland in two escutcheons, 
as is used in the seals." Soon after we read 
of vessels sailing under the Long Parliament 
flag, which bore on a blue field the yellow 
Irish harp, with the St. George's cross next 
the staff in a white canton. Under the Pro­
tectorate we find a blue flag in use, bearing 
in the field the two shields of England and 

LoDs Par1IameDt Flag. Ireland; viz., argtnt, a cross !Jules and azure, 
a harp 01'. These were joined together in a horseshoe shape, and 
surrounded by a white label of three folds, the motto in black letters, 
"Floreat Rea. Publica," and outside, two golden branches of laurel, 
leaved green. A flag of this period, preserved as late as 1803 in one 

• of the storehouses of Chatham Dockyard, bore the same shields 
slightly separated on a red field, and surrounded by branches of palm. 
and laurelS 

On the fleet which restored Charles II. to the throne of his father, 
the royal cipher took the place of the state's arms, and the harp 
was removed from the Long Parliament flag, which they also bore, as 
having been instrumental in the restoration of that body during the 
previous year. Soon after this, under James, Duke of York, who had 
been appointed the lord high admiral of England, Ireland, Wales, 
and of the dominions of New England, Jamaica, and Virginia, in 
America, we find the flags of the navy to have been the royal stand­
ard; the lord high admiral's flag, then, as now, a foul anchor 01', on a 
red field; the union jack or flag; and the English red ensign, cantoned 
with the St. George's cross on a white field 

During the civil war, the colors and ensigns were principally red for 
the royalists, orange for the parliamentarians, a~d blue for the Scotch, 
- and all cantoned with a red St. George's cross on a white field. 

The complete union of the kingdoms was not accomplished until 
1 See note, t.mU, p. 175. 
I See po 17. Ensigns, standards, &c., tot the runeral or Cromwell. 

12 
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1707, a hundred years after this union of crosses in the king's co1ors; 
when under Queen Anne, the kingdom of Great Britain, including 
England, Wales, and Scotland, was established by treaty, and the first 
union parliament assembled. 

The act of Parliament which ratified this union of the kingdoms, 
Jan. 16, 1707, ordained II that the ensigns armorial of our king­
dom of Great Britain» shall be .. the crosses of St. George and st. 
Andrew conjoined (the same as heretofore described as the king's 
colors), to 'be used on all flags, banners, standards, and ensigns both 
at sea and land," "and the ensigns described in the margent hereof 
(the crosses or king's colors conjoined in the upper corner of a crimson 
banner, since known as the r meteor flag of England '), to be worn on 
board all ships or vessels belonging to any of our subjects whatso­
ever." These flags were familiarly known as union tIags, from their 
typifying the union of England and Scotland, and were commonly 
used by the American colonies in connection with other devices, until 
their rupture with the mother country. Thus early the idea of a 
union flag became familiar to them. 

As the kings colors had been authoritatively prescribed for subjects 
travelling by sea only, it is probable the St. George's cross continued 
to be very generally used by the English subjects of Great Britain on 
land until the act of 1707, for the Parliament of the Commonwealth 
under Cromwell adopted the old standard. 

Ireland was conquered in 1691, but was not incorporated into 
the kingdom until Jan. 1, 1801, long after our revolution, and then 
the cross of St. Patrick, a red. diagonal saltire, was fimbriated on the 
white cross of St. Andrew and conjoined to the other two, and thus 
and then the union jack of the United Kingdom assumed its present 
form. The present ensign of Great Britain was never worn by any 
of the American colonies.1 

The garrison flag of Great Britain is the union jack or flag pre­
scribed Jan. 1, 1801. 

One of the British flags surrendered. at Yorktown, and presented 
to Washington by Congress, was the same as the king's colors, estab­
lished by James I., excepting that in the centre of the cross there is 
a white square with a crown above the garter. The garter is inscribed 
with the usual motto, "Eon;' soit qui mal '!I pe'TIM," and encloses a full­
blown rose. This flag is now in the muSeum at Alexandria, Va. It 

1 The proclamation declaring what ensigns, colors, "c., are to be borne by the sub­
jects of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland may be found in full in the 
British Naval Chronicle, voL v. 1801. ' 
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is made of heavy twilled silk, and is six feet long and five feet four 
inches wide.1 

The red cross of St. George was, without doubt, hoisted over the 
Mayflower when she disembarked our Pilgrim Fathers at Plymouth in 
1620, as it was the common sea-ensign of English ships of that period. 
Belonging to South Britain, she may also have displayed the king's 
colors from her main-top, and a St. George's Cl'068 at the fore, as 
required by the king's proclamation of 1606. 

We learn from the records of Massachusetts that the red cross of 
St. George was in use in that colony in 1634, if not earlier. 

In November of that year, complaint was entered .. that the en­
signs at Salem had been defaced by Mr. Endicott's cutting out one 
part of the red cross. Roger Williams is accused of having agitated 
the matter, and therefore accountable for the trouble it occasioned. 
The case was examined as a high-handed proceeding which might be 
construed into one of rebellion to England, on the complaint of Mr. 
Richard Browne, ruling elder of the church at Watertown, and others, 
before the Court of Assistants. The court issued an attachment against 
Ensign Richard Davenport, then the ensign-bearer of Salem, whose 
colors had been mutilated, to appear at the next court, which was not 
held until a year after his flag was so mutilated. It was then shown 
that the mutilation complained of was done, not from disloyalty to 
the flag, but from an entire conscientious conviction that it was idola­
trous to allow it to remain, and that having been given to the King 
of England by the Pope, it was a relic of anti-Christ. Endicott was 
judged to be guilty of a great offence, inasmuch as he had < with rash 
indiscretion, and by his sole authority, committed an act giving occa­
sion to the court of England to think ill of them,' for which he was 
deemed worthy of admonition, and should be disabled from bearing 
any public office for one year." I 

The provincial authorities were, however, doubtful of the lawful 
use of a cross in the ensign, and, had there been no fear of a royal 
governor, little would have been heard about this mutilation of the 
colors at Salem; for, December 19, all the ministers except Mr. Ward, 
of Ipswich, were assembled at Boston, by request of the governor, to 
consider, among other things, .. whether it was lawful to carry a cross 
in the banners." The opinion of the meeting on that subject being 
divided, the matter was deferred to another meeting, in March, at 
which Mr. Endicott was called upon to answer. This meeting was 
able to agree no better than th~ previous one; and the record con-

I LoIaing has aD engraving of it in his Field·Book of the American Revolution. 
I X-Chuaetta Recorda. 
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tinues, "Because the court could not agree about the thing, whether 
the ensigns should be laid by in that regard that many refused to 
follow them, the whole case was referred to the next general court, 
and the commissioners for military affairs gave orders in the mean 
time that all ensigns should be laid aside." 

In the interim, a new flag, having for an emblem the red and white 
roses in place of the cross, was proposed, and letters in relation to the 
matter were written to England, for the purpose of obtaining" the 
judgment of the most wise and godly there." This project seems not 
to have met the approval of the wise and godly in England, for in 
December, 1635, it is recorded that the military commissioners 
., appointed colors for every company," leaving out the cross in all of 
them, and appointing that the king's arms should be put into them 
and in the colors of Castle Island, Boston. 

All ships, in passing the fort at Castle Island, were bound to ob­
serve certain regulations; but after these occurrences, the fort, wearing 
for a time no flag to signify its real character, presented the appear­
ance of a captured or deserted fortress. 

Under these circumstances, in the spring of 1636, the ship St. Pat­
rick, Captain Palmer, was brought to by Lieutenant Morris, the officer 
in command of the fort, and made to strike her colors. Captain 
Palmer complained to the authorities of the conduct of the com­
mander of the fort as a flagrant insult both to his flag and country. 
They therefore ordered the commander of the fort before them, and, 
in the presence of the master of the ship, informed him that he had 
no authority to do as he had done; and he was ordered to make such 
atonement as Captain Palmer should demand. The captain was very 
lenient, only requiring an acknowledgment from the lieutenant of his 
error on board of his ship, "that so all the ship's company might receive 
satisfaction." This Lieutenant Morris submitted to, and all parties 
became quieted; but within a few days another circumstance occurred 
respecting the fort, with a different result. The mate of a ship, called 
the Hector, pronounced all the people traitors and rebels, because they 
had discarded the king's colors, and was brought before the court 
and made to acknowledge his offence, and sign a paper to that effect. 

These occurrences troubled the authorities lest reports should be 
carried to England that they had rebelled,l and that their contempt 
of the English flag was proof of the allegation. To counteract such 
representations, Mr. Vane, the governor, called together the captains 

1 A seafaring man, approaching in his ship, having noticed that the flag displayed 
was deetitute oC a croea, .. spoke to some one on board the ahip that we had not the 
kings colora, but were all traitolll and rebel&." - Smith'. Hi8l. Neu;b"TJIPOf'C. 
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of the ten ships then remaining in harbor, and desired to know if 
they were offended at what had happened, and, if so, what they re­
quired in satisfaction. They frankly told him that if questioned on 
their return to England If what colors they saw here," a statement of 
the bare facts in relation to it might result to their disadvantage. 
Therefore they would recommend that the king's colors might be set 
up in the fort. The governor and his advisers arrived at the same 
conclusion, and directed to give warrant to spread the king's colors at 
Castle Island, when ships passed by. 

There being no king's colors to be found to display at the fort, 
the difficulty was met by two of the shipmasters offering to present 
a set; but 80 fearful were the authorities of tolerating a symbol of 
idolatry, they declined receiving the colors thus offered until they had 
taken the advice of Mr. Cotton in regard to them. It was finally 
concluded that, although they were of the decided opinion that the 
cross in the ensign was idolatrous, and therefore ought not to be had 
in it, nevertheless, as the fort was the king's, and maintained in his 
name, his colors might be used there. In accordance with this 
opinion, the governor accepted the colors of Captain Palmer, sending 
him, in requital, three beaver-skins, and directed Mr. Dudley to give 
warrant to Lieutenant Morris, the commander of the fort, to spread 
the king's colors whenever ships were passing.1 

This tempest in a tea-pot having been satisfactorily adjusted, the 
kings colors were continued at the castle, but were excluded from 
use elsewhere in the colony, through the religious prejudices of the 
people, and the flag bearing the king's arms continued in use until 
the establishment of the Commonwealth. 

In 1638, the subject of forming a confederacy of the New England 
colonies was discussed; but, owing to divers differences, the matter 
was delayed. 

Twenty-three years after the planting of Plymouth, in 1643, the 
colonies of Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Connecticut were united in 
a league called u THE UNITED COLONIES OF NEW ENGLAND." The de­
clared object was defence against the French, Dutch, and Swedes, and 
in all relations with foreigners the confederation acted, each colony 
managing its domestic affairs~ This was the first union on this conti­
nent. The union was declared to be perpetual, and the will of six of 
the eight commissioners chosen (two for each colony) was to be bind­
ing on all. 'Ve do not, however, learn that any common flag was 
adopted until several years later (1686), when Governor Andros re­
ceived one from the king. In 1645, the people of Massachusetts, 

I See Winthrop's Journal, vol. i. pp. 141, 15', 156; voL ii. p. 3U. 
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through its legislature, demanded that a negro brought from Africa 
should be surrendered and sent to his native country. 

In 1651, the English Parliament revived and adopted the old stand­
ard of the cross of St. George as the colors of England, and the Gen­

eral Court of Massachusetts ordered, 
"as the Court conceive the old Eng­
lish colors now used by the Parlia­
ment to be a necessary badge of 
distinction betwixt the English and 
other nations in all places of the 
world, till the state of England alter 
the same, which we very much desire, 
we, being of the same nation, have 
therefore ordered that the captain of 
the Castle shall advance the aforesaid 
colol'8 of England upon all necessary 
occasions." 

In the 'New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register' for 1871 
there is an interesting account of a 
local company of cavalry raised in 
1659, just before the restoration of 
Charles II., by the counties of EsSex, 
Suffolk, Middlesex, Mass., and hence 
called 'The Three County Troop,' 
which, according to the records, con-

8WIdard of the Three Cotmt,. Troop, 165D. tinued in existence until 1677, and 
possibly longer. The annexed drawing of its standard, and bill of 
its cost, is from an entry in a herald painter's book of the time of 
Charles I., preserved in the British Museum. 

W orke don for New England 
For painting in oyle on both sides a Cornett one rich crimson 

damask, with a hand and sword, and invelloped with a scarfe 
about the arms of gold, black and sillver. • • • • • • • 

For a plaine cornett Staffe, with belte, boote and swible at 
first penny • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • 

For silke of crimson and silIver fring and for a Cornett String 
For crimson damask • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

[.£2. 0.6] 

1. 0.0 
1.11.0 

11.0 

.£5. 2.6 

(XOTE. - The first item, ',£2. o. 6,' is not given, but is dednced from the 
adding. The term 'at first penny' may be the same as 'at first cos!..') 
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The existence of this troop is clearly shown by the Massachusetts 
records of 1659-77, and there can be no doubt the drawing repre­
sents its standard. We may imagine it ordered from England be­
fore King Philip's war, and that under its folds the best soldiers of 
the three counties took part in the contest. Two copies from the 
drawing agree in representing the inscription on the flag as "thre 
cqunty trom," which is supposed to be a mistake, and that the flag 
really bore the words "Three County Troop," the name of the company 
for which it was ordered. 

The Hon. Nathaniel Saltonstall, "late of Haverhill," one of the 
council for the colonies, on the 31st of May, 1684, wrote to Captain 

Colon of Captain No,." 
Comp&ll7, 10M. 

Thomas Noyes, of Newbury, Mass., con­
cerning the colors of a company of foot com­
manded by the latter, as follows:-

"In ye Major General's letter, I have or­
dered also to require you, which I herein do, 
with all convenient speed, to provide a flight of 
colors for your foot company, ye ground field or 
flight (6y) whereof is to be grem, with a red 
cross with a white field in ye angle, according to 
tlu antint t'IUtoml of our orm Englillt. nation, 
<Mel t!e E"1llvl& plantatiou in America, and our 
OI#/l PTact~ ill ovr ,l&ipI and otIter "tuell. The 
number of bullets to be put into your colors 

for diat.inction may be left out at present without damage in the making of 
them. 

" So faile not, 
" Your friend and servant, 

"N, SALTONSTALL." 1 

The flag of New England, in 1686, under the administration of Sir 
Edmund Andros, as appears by a drawing of it in the British State 
Paper Office, was the crose of St. George, the Iring's colors of the time, 
borne on a white field occupying the whole flag, the centre of the cross 
emblazoned with a yellow or gilt crown over the cipher of the sover­
eign, King James I. 

The early colonial documents of New York have several mentions 
of flags in use in that colony in the latter half of the seventeenth and 
the beginning of the eighteenth century . 

. Augustin Herman, Sept. 10, 1650, brought with him from Holland 
a flag for the burgher's corps of New Amsterdam; but Stuyvesant, 

1 ColBn', History of Newbury, credited to Robert Adams's Manuscript. 
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who, he wrote, was doing as he pleased, ... would Dot allow it to be 
carried" 

The patroon and his codirectors of the" colonie of Rensselael'8wyck " 
complained, Jan. 17, 1653, that .. their flag had been hauled down 
in opposition to the will and protest of their officel'8." What that 
obnoxious flag was we have now no means of ascertaining; but the 
directors of the chamber of Amsterdam reply, "they are ignorant 
where the flag was down." 

An English flag was displayed with considerable bravado, Jan. 
11,1664, by one John Schott, in sight of the astonished burghel'8 of 
New Amsterdam. .. Captain John Schott," says the record, "came to 
the fany in the town of Breucklin [Brooklyn] with a troop of English­
men mounted on horseback, with great noise, marching with sounding 
trumpets," &c., and hoisted the English flag; and, as soon as John 
Schott arrived, t,hey uncovered their heads and spoke in English. 
Secretary Van Ruyven asked the captain to cross over, to which 
John Schott answered, "No! Let Stuyvesant come over with a hun­
dred soldiers. I shall wait for him here." 

In September of that year the red cro88 of St. George floated in 
triumph over the fort, and the name of 'New Amsterdam' was changed 
to 'New York.' Early in October, 1664, New Netherland was ac­
knowledged a part of the British realm, and Colonel Richard Nicolls, 
its conqueror, became governor. 

The journal of a voyage to New York in 1679-80, by Jasper Dan­
kers and Peter Sluyter, translated from the original Dutch manuscript 

and published by the Long Island Historical So­
ciety in 1867, has several fac-simile engravings 
from the original drawings. One of these, a curi­
ous picture of New York in 1679, has the union 
flag or king's colors flying over the fort, and an­
other, a view of New York from the north, has a 
rude drawing of a sloop sailing along with flags 
at the masthead, bowsprit end, and stem, all bear­
ing the St. George cross in a white canton. 

The same writel'8, under date Boston, Thursday, 
The Klnl!"l Colora on the July 23 1680 aive US a precise de.'Jcription of 
Forht. New York in 16'1t. " 1:)-

the flag then in use in that colony, by which it 
seems those colonists' objection to the cross as an idolatrous symbol, 
nearly half a century earlier, still existed. Our voyagers say: "New 
England is now described as extending from the Fresh [Connecticut] 
River to Cape Cod and thence to Kennebec, comprising three provinces 
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or colonies, - Fresh River, or Connecticut, Rhode Island and the other 
islands to Cape Cod, and &8tf»l" which stretches from thence north. 

They are subject to no one, but ac­
knowledge the king of England for 
their Mnur [probably hur, that is, 
lord, is intended], and therefore no • 
ships enter unless they have Eng­
lish passports or commissions. . . . 
Each province chooses its own gov­
ernor from the magistracy, and the 
magistrates are chosen from the 

St George', Croll, um. principal inhabitants, merchants, or 
planters. They are all IndqJencknt in matters of religion, if it can 
be called religion; many of them perhaps more for the purpose of 
enjoying the benefit of its privileges than for any regard to truth 
and godliness. I observed that while the English flag or color has a 
red ground with a small white field in the uppermost corner where 
there is a red cross, they have dispensed with this cross in their color, 
and preserved the rest. II The diary gives a poor and perhaps preju­
diced account of the morality of the community, which it would be 
out of place to copy here. 

Messrs. Brooke and Nicoll, Nov. 13, 1696, in a paper addressed to 
his Majesty's Commissioners for Trade and Plantations, relating to the 
requisites for the defence of New York, ask to be furnished with "six 
large union flags, for his matrea several forts" in that colony; and, 
Feb. I, 1696-97, the lords of trade write Governor Fletcher, his 
Majesty has ordered, with other stores that had been asked for, C< six 
union flags, which we doubt not the agents will accordingly take care 
to see shipt.n 

It was soon seen that a special flag to designate the merchant ships 
of the colonies, and to distinguish them from the king's ships, was 
desirable; accordingly we find, at the beginning of the eighteenth 
century, the following report issuing from the Admiralty office, with a 
drawing of the flag:-

.. ADMIJlALTY OFFICE, July 29, 1701 • 

.. CoUNCIL CIlAKBER, WHITEHALL, 81 July, 1701. 

" Their E~ the Lord" J'lUticu in Oouncil. 

" Report of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty: - Merchant shipe 
to wear no other Jack than that hereafter mentioned, viz. that worn by his 
Majesty's shipe, with the distinction ot a white escutcheon in the middle 
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thereof, and that said mark of distinction may extend itself to one-half the 
depth of the Jack, and on~third part; of the fiy thereof, according to the 
sample [drawing] hereunto annexed. 

(Signed) " PEllBROKE. 
IIA VERSHAlI . 

. D. MITCHELL. 

"'The Lords Justices in Council order that the 
Governours of his Majesty's Plantations do oblige 
the Commanders of such merchant ships to which 
they grant Commissions to wear no' other Jack 
than according to what is proposed by said report : 
And the Lords Commissioners of Trade and Plan­

J'Jq ordered tor the llerclwlt tations are to write to the Governours of his Maj-
Serrice ill 1701. 

esty's Plantations, signifying to them respectively 
their Excellencies' pleasure herein, with notice that they have been further 
pleased to order the Lords Commissionel'Bof the Admiralty to give neces­
sary directions on their part obliging the said ships to comply with their 
Excellencies' pleasure in this matter. 

"JOHN POVEY. 
" A true copy: W. POPPLE." 1 

This flag was undoubtedly worn by the American colonial vessels 
for many years, though we have no more than official mention of it, 
and it is never depicted in the engravings of the time. All the pic­
tures of New England flags from 1700 t.o 1750 show a red or blue 
ensign cantoned white, with a red St. George's cross, and having a 
tree or globe in upper corner of the canton. 

Lieutenant-Governor John N anfan writes from New York, Dec. 29, 
1701, to the Lords Commissioners for Trade and Plantations: "Since 
my last to your Lordships of the 20th October, by Mr. Penn, I have 
~e honor of your Lordships' letter of the 14th August, with their Ex­
cellencies the Lords Justices' order on the reading the report from the 
lords of the admiralty relating to a flag of distinction from his Majesty's 
ships of war to be worn by all ships that shall be commissionated by 
the governors of his Majesty's Plantations, which I shall punctually 
observe." J. Burchett writes to Mr. Popple from the admiralty office, 
April 19, 1708, that the Lords, &c., instruct Lord Lovelace, the gov­
ernor of New York, "they have no objections to certain colors pro­
posed for privateers." 

Among the instructions furnished to Robert Hunter, governor of 

1 The originals or these paper!l QI'e in the records at the Massachusetts State House, 
Bo.toD,- vol. hli., Karitime A1faira, p. 390. 
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New York, dated Dec. 29, 1709, is the following: "Whereas great 
inconveniences do happen by merchant ships and other vessels in the 
plantations wearing colors borne by our ships of war, under pretence 
of commissions granted to them by the governors of the said planta­
tions, and that by trading under those colors not only amongst our 
own subjects but also those of other princes and states, and commit­
ting divers irregularities, they do very much dishonor our sen'ice, for 
prevention whereof you are to oblige the commanders of all such ships 
to which you shall grant commission to wear no other jack than accord­
ing to the sample here described; that is to say, such as is worn by 
our. ships of war, with the distinction of a white escutcheon in the 
middle thereof, and that the said mark of distinction may extend it­
self one-half of the depth of the jack, and one-third of the fly thereot:"l 
A similar order was included in the instructions of Francis Nichols, 
the first royal governor of South Carolina, in 1720, and was undoubt­
edly forwarded to the governors of the other colonies. 

The Lords of Trade to the Duke of Newcastle, under date Aug. 20, 
1741, forwarded instructions to the Hon. George Clinton, governor of 
New York, one of which orders colonial [war] vessels" to wear the same 
ensign as merchant ships, and a red jack,' with the union jack in a 
canton at the upper comer next the staff." 

Governor Clinton wrote the Duke of Bedford from New York, June 
17, 1750, that the Greyhound man-of-war had fired on a vessel with 
an intention of bringing her to, II she having a Birdgee flag hoisted;" 
a shot struck a young woman, Elizabeth Stibben by name, in the ves­
sel, so that she expired a few hours afterward. The vessel belonged to 
"Colonel Richetts, of the Jerseys, a hot-headed, rash young man, who 
declared before he put off from the wharf he would wear that pendant 
in defiance of the man-of-war." This affair caused no little excitement, 
and was the occasion of considerable correspondence between the gov­
ernor, the commander of the Greyhound, and the magistrates, &c. 

The cross of St. George, from its establishment, in 1651, by the 
Commonwealth of England, continued in general use in the American 
colonies with occasional variations throughout the seventeenth cen­
tury, and until the union flag of James 1, devised for his English 
and Scotch suhjects in 1606, was prescribed by act of Parliament for 
general use throughout the British dominions in 1707.8 

1 Instructions to Governor Hunter, New York Colonial History, vol. v. p. 137. 
t See Account of Landing of British Troops at Boston, 1768. 
• The proverb, .. Tltose that live in glass houses should not throw stones," is said 

to have originated at the union of England and Scotland in 1606. Great numbers of 
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A crimson flag. the jack of which was a red St. George cross on a 
white field, was the ensign most generally in use in New England 
Sometimes a tree. at other times a hemisphere. was represented in the 
upper canton next the staff formed by the cross. and occasionally the 
fly or field of the flag was blue. 

In a little book. something of the character of the Gotha Almanac, 
entitled 'The Present State of the Universe: by John Beaumont, Jr., 
printed at London by Benjamin Motte. 1704, there is a picture of a 
New England ensign, with a tree, like the one above described An­
other book, entitled 'A General Treatise of the Dominion and laws 
of the Sea: &c., by Alexander Justice, Gent.. printed at London for 
S. & J . Sprint and J . Nicholson & Rd. Smith. 1705. has a folding plate 
of national flags, among which there is aNew England ensign of the 
same character, a tracing of which is annexed This plate calls the 

Eut India CompuJ. 

Scotch Uolon PIq. IrlAh EnaIgn. New Enaland EDalgn. 

F1vm a Plato of National Flap In the • Dominion or the 8ea,' 1706. 

English red ensign' the Budge flag,' the meaning of which is not obvi­
ous; perhaps a burgee flag. 

Another work. published in 1701, bas a representation of this 
New England ensign; and in yet another work there is a represent&-

Scotsmen ftocked to London. Buckingham hated the Scotch bitterly, and encounged 
marauders to break the windows occupied by them. Some of the sufferers retn1iated by 
breaking the windows of the Duke·s house, which had 80 many, it was called • the glass 
.house.' The Duke of Buckingham complained to the king, and the monarch replied, 
.. Ah, Steenie I Steenie I those wba live in glass housen should be caretu' how they lUng 
stanes I" 

...... 
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tion of the flag of the New England colonies, having a dark blue field, 
with a red St. George cross on a white canton, while in the place 
of the tree a half globe is represented. Lossil!g, in his ' Field-Book 
of the American Revolution: gives a picture of a New England flag, 
with the tree, copied from an old Dutch work representing the ~rrs 
of all nations, which is preserved in the library of the New York 
Historical Society. 

I have a French work on flags, published in a La Haye, 1737, 
which describes a Pavilion de Nouvelle Angkterre en Amerique, "as 

azure, on a canton argent, quartered 
with the red cross of St. George, hav­
ing a globe in the first quarter," in 
allusion to America, commonly called 
the 'New World.' The illustration is 
a fac-simile, reduced in size, of one 
in this book.1 

The earliest notice of a New Eng­
land flag emblematic of the union of 
more than one colony I have found 
is that of 1686, heretofore described.2 

The departure from the authorized 
English flag, and assuming standards 

PAVlLLOJI' ]):r;:LA. 
llovv.zu"'AN~_AxE.uQ.1m of their own, evinces a feeling of in-

1737. dependence among the colonies, while 
the absence of a desire for separation is evident in the allegiance im­
plied by representing on them the colors of England, or, when from 
tenderness of conscience they were left out, the substitution of the 
arms of the king. 

A green tree was the favorite emblem of Massachusetts, and ap­
peared on the coins of that colony as early as 1652. 

By an order of the General Court in that year, a mint was estab­
lished, and it was ordered that all pieces of money should have a 
double ring, with this inscription, "Massachusetts," and a tree in the 
centre on one side, and "New England" and the year of our Lord on 
the other. This was strictly adhered to by the mint-master, and 
for thirty years all the coins now known as pine-tree shillings, six­
pences, &c., bore the date 1652. The rudeness of the impressions on 
these early coins may render it uncertain whether a pine-tree was 

1 1.& Connoiaeanee des Pavillons on Bannibres que 1a plupart des Nations arboreut 
en Her, &co A 1.& Haye, chez Jaques Van den Kieboom. 1787. 

I See IlllU, p. 188. 
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intended to be represented, or some other tree, though at length it 
received the name of one of the commonest tribes of trees in New 
England. Mr. Drake, in his 'History of Boston,' says, the tree on 
the New Eugland Hag, of which he gives an illustration, "no mOM 
resembles a pine-tree than a cabbage.» The following story con­
firms the idea that a pine-tree may not have been the original 
design:-

When Charles IL learned the colonies' assumption of one of his pre­
rogatives to coin money, he was very angry; his wrath was, however, 
appeased by Sir Charles Temple, a friend of the colony, who told him 
they thought it no crime to coin money for their own use; and, taking 
some of the money from his pocket, handed it to the king, who asked 
him what tree that was upon it. "That," replied Sir Charles, "is the 
royal oak which preserved your Majesty's life." His remark put 
the king in a good humor, and he heard what Sir Charles had to say 
in their favor, calling them" a parcel of honest dogs." 1 

This New England Hag was undoubtedly the earliest symbol of a 
union of the colonies, and it probably went out of use after the adop­
tion of the union ftag of King James, by the act of Parliament in 
1707, for all the subjects of the British realm. That Hag, with the 
addition of a white shield at the union of the crosse.~, was ordered 
(see ante), in 1701, to be worn by all merchant vessels commissioned 
by the colonial authorities of New England and New York, and, in 
1720, by the merchant vessels of South Carolina; and the order was 
doubtless extended to all the American colonies. 

On Will Burgess's map of Boston, engraved in 1728, there are pic­
tured four ships at anchor and a sloop under sail, all wearing ensigns 
bearing the union jack of King James on a staff at the stern. One 
of the ships is dressed with 1iags, and firing a salute; another flies a 
long coach-whip pennant at her main. 

Sir William Pepperrell, commander of the expedition l\,aainst 
Louisbourg, in 1745, furnished the motto for the expeditionary flag; 
viz., "Nil dtBperandum, Christo duu," -" Never despair, Christ leads 
us," - which gave the enterprise the air of a crusade. Among those 
engaged l\,aainst Louisbourg was William Vaughan, a graduate of 
Harvard University, holding the honorary rank of lieutenant-colonel 
He conducted the first column through the woods, within sight of the 
city, and saluted it with three cheers. He headed a detachment con-

1 Curwin', JolU'll&1. Valentine', New York Manual, 1863, contains an account of 
the flags which have waved over New York City, from a memoir prepared by Doct. A. L 
Gardner, Cor the New York Historical Society. 
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sisting chiefly of New Hampshire troops, and marched to the northeast 
part of the harbor in the night, where they burned the warehouses 
containing the naval stores, and staved a large quantity of wine and 
brandy. 

The smoke of this fire, being driven by the wind into the grand bat­
tery, so terrified the French that they abandoned it, and retired to the 
city, having spiked the guns and cut the halyards of the flag-staff. 
The next morning, May 2, 1745, as Vaughan was returning with thir­
teen men only, he crept up the hill which overlooked the battery, 
and observed that the chimneys of the barrack were without smoke 
and the staff without a flag. With a bottle of brandy which he had in 
his pocket he hired one of his party, an Indian, to crawl in at an em­
brasure and open the gate. He then wrote to the general: "May it 
please your honor to be informed that, by the grace of God and the 
courage of thirteen men, I entered the royal battery about nine o'clock, 
and am awaiting for a reinforcement and a flag." Before either could 
arrive, one of the men climbed up the staff with a red coat in his 
teeth, which he fastened by a nail to the top. This piece of trium­
phant vanity alarmed the city, and immediately an hundred men were 
despatched in boats to retake the battery. But Vaughan, with his 
small party on the naked bank and in the face of a smart fire from 
the city and the boats, kept them from landing till reinforcements 
arrived.1 

The name of the man who hoisted this impromptu flag with such 
rash daring is given in an obituary notice containing the following 
exaggerated version of his feat, printed in the' Boston Gazette' of June 
3, 1771: "Medford, May 25, 1771. This day died here Mr. William 
Tufts, Jr., aged about 44 years .... When about 18 years of age be 
enlisted a volunteer into the service of his king and country in the 
expedition against Cape Britain [Breton], under the command of Lieut.­
General Pepperrell, in the year 1745, where he signalized his courage 
in a remarkable manner at the Island Battery, when an unsuccessful 
attempt was made by a detachment from the anny to take it by storm. 
He got into the battery, notwithstanding the heavy fire of the French 
artillery and small arms, climbed up the flag-staff, struck the French 
colors, pulled off his red great-coat, and hoisted it on the staff as Eng­
lish colors, all which time there was a continued fire at him from the 
small arms of the French, and got down untouched, tho' many bullets 
went thro' his trowsers and cloathes." I 

1 Belknap's History oC New Hampshire. 
I J. L. Sibley, New England Historical and Genealogical Register, 1871. 
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Governor Thomas Pownall, in his Journal of • A Voyage from 
Boston to Penobscot River,' May, 1759, mentions calling the Indi-

- ans together and giving them a union flag, probably the union jack 
with a red field or flag, for their protection and passport. He also 
furnished them with a red and also a white flag, as emblems of war 
and amity. Afterwards, he mentions hoisting the king's colors on a 
flag-staft' at Fort Point, with the usuai ceremonies, and saluting them.1 

On the 21st of August, 1760, an engagement took place between 
the English under Lord Amherst and the French forces under Pou­
chet, which resulted in the capture of Fort Levis on the st. Lawrence, 
a little below the present city of Ogdensburg, N. Y. During this en­
gagement the English vessel Seneca, of 22 guns and 350 men, grounded, 
and was compelled to strike her flag. There were two other vessels 
- the Ontaonaise and Oneida - on the English side. "One thing," 
says Pouchet, II which amused the garrison at the most serious mo­
ments of the battle was that the Indians, who were perched upon the 
trenches and batteries, to watch the contest with the vessels, which 
they regarded on their side on account of the names that had been 
given them, made furious cries at seeing them so maltreated, because 
they carried an Indian painted upon their flags." I 

FLAGS OF THE PRE-REVOLUTIONARY AND REVO­

LUTIONARY PERIODS. 

1766-1777. 

In contemporary newspapers for ten years preceding the commence­
ment of our revolutionary struggle, liberty poles, trees, and flags of 
various devices are frequently mentioned. 

On the 9th of January, 1766, the people of Portsmouth, N. H., de­
manded from Governor Meserve, agent for the distribution of stamps 
in New Hampshire, his commission and instructions, and, notwith­
standing his resignation, required him to take oath that he would not 
directly or indirectly attempt to execute the office. They afterwards 
marched through the streets, carrying the commission in triumph on 
the point of a sword, and bearing aloft a flag on which was inscribed 
"LIBERTY, PROPERTY, AND NO STA.MPS; JI and, to perpetuate the mem­
orable event, they erected this standard at Swing Bridge, which thence­
forth was called • Liberty Bridge.' 

1 Kaine Historical eoUeetioDa, vol. v. 
I 1. B. Hough's TranI. Pouchet'sMemoirs, vol ii. p. all. 
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When the Stamp Act reached Boston, intense excitement ensued, 
and it was denounced as a violation of the British Constitution, and 
as destntctive of the first principles of liberty; a coffin was prepared, 
inscribed "Liberty, bom at Plymouth, in 1620; died, 1765, aged 145 
years;" an oration was delivered at the grave, a long procession hav­
ing followed, with minute guns firing; but, just as the oration was 
concluded, the figure of Liberty showed symptoms of returning life, 
whereupon" Liberty revived" was substituted on the coffin, amid the 
joyful ringing of bells. 

The obnoxious Stamp Act was passed March 22, 1765, but did not 
go into effect until November. It was such a source of disaffection, 
rebellious utterances and acts, that it was repealed the 18th of March, 
1 ':"1)6. after having been in operation only four months. When the 
:J"c: ; ;,,:n~ reached America, the colonists saw in its repeal a promise 
,I .ili,:;:iel' :"1' t.he future, and went into frenzies of rapture. They had 
"I.l,·hnl,'''!I;; :l!l.l l 'onfires, and were ready to purchase all the goods 
1- "~':,;l'.l :d ~ll ,),·11, At New York, they put up a liberty pole in 
("I.: '":C,!,j,., ,.j.h H ""j. 11< ,1 flag, inscribed" The King, Pitt, and Lib-

, .. T!:I::;"I "1 ! :1 ~U';" ',I (';:1, "hn had insisted on the repeal, 
, .. j' \\' ,:1:> I, 'lid ";:"l~,':r ,If i ;,'vlc.,!-' J 1 i" ;' .. 1' tl" p, \,.1:'1f! Green. 

',,',11 1" 1-' ,U fIr I.L'~ i'"ll·,.\fOUS I.~,t "",l:' , .. Ql ','l.i .. ~ i,ttt (,:'. ''f a snare 
~" 4.', :- r"II;~. 11ll.'l~i i'U\Tl of .1:; 1: ~!·1\·all: l~(' \\, -..: t·.~ '. I .. f their 
:_ ••• 1 f':.~ ~.:, .,i ~d ,'. ,';!.! I f..lt't·~',";Oll" l j'i"~.l1"" ,',\.'fC ,. ~iz,?d iJY 'j,. __ j';it-

l-;i! '"l't'-:,j'-~, .. :, iu \.ljl~ h~l.I~,yr ',ili JIlt' ,t t) ~"I\'i': 1,.. t:II' "'r··"~" l're'''''' 
4.~ .... ~ "," '., • ,,;-:d, I'l",: ~:)ld~ ::', t)!'\.._;~~:' ll!",.:: .. : :.,: 1'."" \ ~:il't I.. ~ ... ~ 

j.':!",'" " 1.("" ~'f,L·, ,:~i~l ,,; ~l fl·,l 1:.1 ,.1 IT!.l\ :., '1"'., 'Ll" ~ .. ' 
'- • '\ )1 i:'.Ji.fn d'.{:ll1l "'\"' ... t (1 Y ,~:q'lP di" ,'\.1, ,J! "', 1 " 

I"" '.,".J"\:l ,,\\jd, (t.t' t"'lit I)~ .. 11t' :~!..lt·""11 ",,~, , ...... ,j ~Il I. <J ",l.. , .. ~. 

:.', 't'!,/ 

u t,.,T . ,,'" l ," --" .1 fl1 ,\ :tll Uil..! ,.1.1 'lilY 1 I:; :!(.: "'tit ~ :. :~, t. :-" ," 

'I i' ,:'. ,;, ") ,!j1, ~\I; 1 :~t, :"111 lii .. ";y."' ""'I ;,: '" ,! t l ,., .. 
, ' 
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When the Stamp Act reached Boston, intense excitement ensued, 
and it was denounced as a violation of the British Constitution, and 
as destnlctive of the first principles of liberty; a coffin was prepared, 
inscribed "Liberty, bom at Plymouth, in 1620; died, 1765, aged 145 
years; II an oration was delivered at the grave, a long procession hav· 
ing followed, with minute guns firing; but, just as the oration was 
concluded, the figure of Liberty showed symptoms of returning life, 
whereupon" Liberty revived" was substituted on the coffin, amid the 
joyful ringing of bells. 

The obnoxious Stamp Act was passed March 22, 1765, but did not 
go into effect until November. It was such a source of disaffection, 
rebellious utterances and acts, that it was repealed the 18th of March, 
1766, after having been in operation only four months. When the 
glad tidings reached America, the colonists saw in its repeal a promise 
of justice for the future, and went into frenzies of rapture. They had 
celebrations and bonfires, and were ready to purchase all the goods 
England had to sell At New York, they put up a liberty pole in 
The Fields, with a splendid flag, inscribed "The King, Pitt, and LilJ. 
my." They ordered a statue of Pitt, who had insisted on the repeal, 
for Wall Street, and another of George III., for the Bowling Green. 

The repeal of the obnoxious act was soon found to be only a. snare 
of their rulers, under cover of which advantage was taken of their 
grateful mood to wring concessions. Citizens were seized by the Brit. 
ish men-of-war in the harbor, and pressed to serve in the crews. Fresh 
taxes were levied. The soldiers openly insulted the people, and in a. 
few weeks cut down their liberty pole. The angry but patient people 
raised a new pole, still with the loyal motto. The next spring' the 
soldiers cut it down again. Next day came the Sons of Liberty, a 
society grown up with the peril of the times, composed of brave, loyal, 
and intelligent men, and set down a new pole sheathed with iron 
around its base, - still with the old loyal motto: "To his most gra.­
cious Majesty George II!., Mr. Pitt, and liberty." For almost three 
years this stanch liberty pole stood, though the soldiers attacked it 
once or twice. Finally, one January day in 1770, a squad of red· 
coats mustered at its base, and the gallant pole came down. The 
Liberty Boys were ready with another pole, but the timid corporation 
forbade them to raise it on public ground. So the Liberty Boys bought 
a strip of private ground close by the old stand, eleven feet wide and 
a hundred feet deep; and from the ship.yard, where it had been formed, 
they escorted their new mast, six horses, gay with ribbons, drawing it, 
a full band going before, and three flags flying free, inscribed "L1.Oerty 
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and Property." 1 They took the mast to the field, and dug a hole twelve 
feet deep, in which they stepped the liberty pole, after girding it with 
iron two-thirds of its length from the ground, defying the red-coats to 
cut it down. On it they shipped a topmast twenty-two feet long, on 
which was inscribed the word LWerty. This pole the British cut 
down in 1776. 

At CharleSton, S. C., under a wide-spreading live oak-tree a little 
north of the residence of Christopher Gadsden, within the square 
now bounded by Charlotte, Washington, Brundy, and Alexander 
Streets, the patriots of 1765 were accustomed to assemble to dis­
cuss the political questions of the day; and from this circumstance, 
that oak, like the great elm in Boston, obtained the name of' liberty 
tree,' and it is claimed, and generally believed in South Carolina, that 
under it Gadsden, as early as 1764, first spoke of American indepen­
dence. In 1765, when the stamp paper reached Charleston, it was 
deposited at Fort Johnson. A volunteer force took the fort and cap­
tured the paper. Whilst they held the fort, they displayed a flag 
showing a blue field with three white crescents, which seems to have 
been improvised by the volunteers, of whom there were three com­
panies. Underneath it, on the 8th of August, 1776, the Declaration 
of Independence was proclaimed to the people. In 1766, the Sons of 

Liberty met under it, and with linked hands 
pledged themselves to resist, when the hour 
for resistance came. Its history and asso­
ciations were hateful to the officers of the 
crown, and aft~r the city surrendered, in 
1780, 'Sir Henry Clinton ordered it cut 
down, and a fire was lighted over the stump 
by piling its branches around it. Many 
cane-heads were made from its stump in 
after years, and a part of it was sawed into 
thin boards, and made into a neat ballot­
box and presented to the '76 Association. 
The box was destroyed by fire, at the room 
of the association, during the great coufla­
gration of 1838.2 

The old liberty tree in Boston was the 
largest of a grove of beautiful elms that stood in Hanover Square, at 
the comer of Orange (now Washington) and Essex Streets, opposite 
the present Boylston Market. The exact site is marked by a buil~ing, 

1 Valentine's Manual of the City Councils of New York. I Lossing. 
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erected by the late Hon. David Sears, in whose front is a bass-relief 
of the tree, with an appropriate inscription.1 It received the name 
of 'liberty tree' from the association called the' Sons of Liberty' 
holding their meetings under it during the summer of 1765. The 
ground under it was called 'liberty hall' A pole fastened to its 
trunk rose far above its branching top, and when a red flag was 
thrown to the breeze, the signal was understood by the people. Here 
the Sons of Liberty held many a notable meeting, and placards and 
banners were often suspended from the limbs or affixed to the body of 
the tree, and the following inscription was placed upon it: .. This tree 
was planted in the year 1614, and pruned, by order of the Sons of 
Liberty, Feb. 14, 1766."2 Nov. 20, 1767, the day on which the new 
revenue law went into effect, there was a seditious handbill posted on 
it. It contained an exhortation to the Sons of Liberty to rise on that 
day and fight for their rights, stating, that if they assembled, they 
would be joined by legions; that if they neglected this opportunity, 
they would be cursed by all posterity. In June, 1768, a red flag was 
hoisted over it, and a paper posted upon it inviting the people to rise 
and clear the country of the commissioners and their officers. 

In 1768, Paul Revere published a view of a part of the town of 
Boston, in New England, and British ships of war landing their 
troops, Friday, Sept 30, 1768. 

All the ships in front of the town, viz. the Beaver, Donegal, Martin, 
Glasgow, Mermaid, Romney, Launceston, and Bonetta, with several 
smaller vessels, carry the English red union ensign of the time on a 
staff at the stem, a union jack on the bowsprit, and a red pennant 
with a union at the main, except the Glasgow, which has a red broad 
pennant at her main. The Glasgow, seven years later, played an im­
portant part at the battle of Bunker's Hill The troops are landed 
and being landed on Long Wharf, and have two pairs of colors, one of 
each pair is the ordinary union jack, the other a red flag with a union 
jack in the centre of it. This is probably the red union jack else­
where mentioned.8 

July 31,1769, on Governor Bernard's being ordered to England, the 
general joy was manifested by congratulations among the people, salutes 
from Hancock's wharf, the union flag flying above the liberty tree, and 
bonfires on the hills. The flag was kept flying for several days. 

1 The illuatration represents the bass-relief. I Tudor'! Life of Otia. 
• A fae'limite of thil engraving was printed by the publilher of the • Little Corporal,' 

Chicago, Ill., in 1870. An engraving of Boaton, by William Price, dedicated to Peter 
Faneui1, and probably of earlier date, &8 Faneuil died in 11'2, repreeents numeroOl !hipa 
wearing the Englilh union eBlip, whUe the union flag or king'a colon fly over the Corts. 
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The anniversary of the uprising against the Stamp Act, Aug. 14, 1773, 
was celebrated with great spirit, and a 'union flag' floated over the tent 
in which the company had their entertainment. Nov. 3, 1773, a large 
flag was raised above the liberty tree, and the town-crier summoned 
the people to assemble. The destruction of the tea followed this 
meeting. In the winter of 1775-76, the British soldiers cut down 
this noble tree, which from these associations had become odious to 
them. It furnished fourteen cords of wood, and probably went to 
ashes in the stove set up in the Old South Meeting-house, when the 
soldiers occupied that building for a riding-school, and kindled fires 
with books and pamphlets from Prince's valuable library, the remnant 
of which is now preserved in the Boston Public Library. The destruc­
tion of the liberty tree was bitterly resented. 

The 'New England Chronicle,' reporting the act, says: "The ene­
mies of liberty and America, headed by Tom Gage, lately gave a 
notable specimen of their hatred to the very name of liberty. A 
party, of whom was one Job Williams, was the ringleader, a few days 
since repaired to a tree at the south end of Boston, known by the 
name of ' Liberty Tree,' and, armed with axes, &c., made a fnrious at­
tack upon it. After a long spell of groaning, swearing, and foaming, 
with malice diabolical they cut down a tree because it bore the name 
of ' Liberty.' " 1 

At Taunton, Mass., in October, 1774, a ' union flag' was raised on the 
top of a liberty pole, with the words I Liberty and Union' thereon. 

In J annary, 1775, the sleds containing wood for the inhabitants of 
Boston bore a 'union flag.' The colonists had long been familiar with 
union flags; they now began to associate liberty with them. 

March 21, 1775, the friends of liberty at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., erected 
a flag bearing on one side" THE KING," and on the other" THE CON­
GRESS AND LIBERTY," which was cut down by the authorities as a 
public nuisance.1 

In the earliest days of the Revolution each State seems to have set 
up its own particular banner. There were probably no colors worn 
by the handful of Americans hastily called together at the battle of 
Lexington or at Bunker's Hill, but immediately after, the Connecticut 
troops had standards, bearing on them the arms of that colony, with the 
motto, .. Qui tra'lUltttlit tmstind," in letters of gold, which was freely 
translated" God, who transported us hither, will support us." In April, 
1775, six regiments were ordered by the General Assembly of Connecti-

1 The New England Chronicle lor Augoat 2'-31, 1775. 
• Bolt', Journal, April 6, 1775. 
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cut to be raised for the defence of the colony. In May, standards were 
ordered for these regiments. For the lat, the color was to be yellow j 
for the 2d, blue j for the 3d, scarlet " for the 4th, crimson j for the 5th, 
whiU j for the 6th, azure. In July, 1775, two additional regiments 
were ordered, and the colors for these were, for the 7th, blue; for the 
8th,O'I'ange. These regiments were enlisted for a few months only, and 
were not in the field at the formation of the Connecticut line, in 1777. 
There is now deposited with the Connecticut Historical Society an 
old red silk flag, about a yard square, on which is a tracing of the 
arms of Connecticut, in a darker red paint, and over them, in gilt let­
ters, this inscription:-

II BAT 
II. REGT. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Raised 1640 

This flag was presented to the State by the Hon. John Mix, who 
was an ensign, and adjutant of the 2d regiment of the line in 1777, 
and is supposed to be of that or earlier date. The" Raised 1640" is 
supposed to allude to the great English rebellion, as a presage of what 
might be hoped for in the rebellion just begun.! 

In March, 1775, a union flag with a red field, having on one side 
this inscription, "Geo. Rex and the Liberties of America," and on 

the other" No Popery," was hoisted at New York 
The armed ships of New York of that time are Raid 
to have had a black beaver for their device on their 
flag. This was the. device of the colonial seal of 
New Netherland, and is still seen on the seal of the 
city of New York. 

No description of the union flags of these times Colonial Seal of New 
NetherlaDd. 

has been preserved. Aged people, living a few 
years since, who well remembered the processions and the great flags, 
could not recall their devices, nor has any particular description of 
them been found in the contemporaneous private diaries or public 
newspapers; nevertheless, it is more than probable, and almost cer­
tain, that these flags were the familiar flags of the English and Scotch 
union, established in 1707, and long known as union flags, inscribed 
with various popular and patriotic mottoes. 

The Historical Chronicle of the < Gentleman's Magazine,' under 
date April 17, 1775, records "by a ship just arrived at Bristol from 

1 Connecticut QuartermaBter-Genera!'s Report, 1889; Hartford Courant, 1889; Army 
and Navy Chronicle, 1889 ; Letters of C. J. Hoadley to G. H. P., 1878. 
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America, it is reported that the Americans have hoisted their stand­
ard of liberty at Salem." 

Neither contemporary accounts nor the recollections of old soldiers 
are satisfactory respecting the flags used by the continentals at the 
battle of Bunker Hill, on the 17th of June, 1775. The British used 
the following signals: "Signals for boats in divisions, moving to the 
attack on the rebels on the Heights of Charleston, June 17,1775; viz., 
1. Blue 11ag, to advance. Yellow ditto, to lay on oars. Red ditto, 
to land" 1 It is not positively ascertained that any were used by the 
Americans j certainly, none were captured from them by the British. 

A eulogy on Warren, however, written soon after the battle, de­
scribing the astonishment of the British on the morning of the battle, 
says:-

"Columbia's troopR are seen in dread array, 
And waving streamers in the air display." 

It is to be regretted that the poet has not described these fanciful 
waving streamers j probably, says another writer, but without stating 
his authority, II they were as various as the troops were motley." 

At a patriotic celebration in 1825, a 11ag was borne which was 
said to have been unfurled at Bunker Hill; and tradition states that 
one was hoisted at the redoubt, and that Gage and his officers were 
puzzled to read by their glasses its motto. A whig told them it was 
"Come, if you dare." Trumbull, in his celebrated picture of the battle, 
now in tbe rotunda of the Capitol at Wasbington, has represented a 
red flag baving a white canton and red cross and a green pine-tree.1 

1 Orderly Book or M~or-General Howe. 
I This cannot be considered autboritative. Painters frequently take a poet's license, 

and are not always particular in tbe &CCllJ"BCy of the &CceB80ries of their paintings. Thus 
Leutze, in his • Waahington crossing the Delaware,' Dec. 25, 1776, conspicuously displays 
the American flag with the blue field and union of white stars, although the flag had 
no existence before the 14th of June, 1777, and was not published until September, 1777. 
Yet this inaccurate historical tableau has been selected to embellish the face of the fifty­
dollar notes of our national banks. In Powell's • Battle of Lake Erie,' at the Capitol. 
the flag in Perry's boat has only thirteen stripes and thirteen stars, although fifteen of 
each had been the legal number for twenty years, or since 1794. 

The gold medal awarded to General Daniel Morgan for the • Battle of Cowpens,' which 
occurred Jan. 17, 1781, has on its reverse a mounted officer at the head of his troops 
charging a Hying foe, while behind and over the officer are two large and prominent 
banners &imply 8triped with thirteen stripes, alternate red and white without the stars, 
though the stars had been for more than three years blazoned on the American ensigns. • 
The medal was probably struck in France. 

Bacon, in his picture of the • Boston Boys and General Gage,' hangs out over the 
porch of the Province Honse an English ensign showing the union jack of 1801, adopted 
a quarter of a century later than the scene represented. Bot this is excusable, since, in 
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In a manuscript plan of the battle, colors are represented in the 
centre of each British regiment. 

Botta 1 says that Doctor Warren, finding the corps he commanded 
pursued by the enemy, despising all danger, stood alone before the 
ranks, endeavoring to rally his men and to encourage tbem by his 
example. He reminded them of the motto inscribed on their ensigns, 
on the one side of which were these words, " An appeal to Heaven," 
and on the other, "Qui transtulit 81tstinet," meaning that the same 
Providence which brought their ancestors through so many perils to 
a place of refuge would also deign to support their descendants. 

Mrs. Manning, an intelligent old lady, informed Mr. Lossing 2 that 
her father, who was in the battle, assisted in hoisting the standard, 

BoDku BW Flag. 

and she had heard him speak of it as a 
noble flag; the ground of which W9S blue, 
with one comer quartered by the red cross 
of St. George, in one section of which was 
a pine-tree. 

Washington arrived in Cambridge, Sun­
day, July 2, accompanied by Major-Gen­
eral Charles Luce, and the • New England 
Chronicle' says:-

" None of the men who have been raised 
by this and several other colonies are in 

future to be distinguished as the troops of any particular colony, but 
as the forces of "THE UNITED COLONIES OF NORTH AMERICA," into 
whose joint service they have been taken by the Continental C.ongress, 
and are to be paid and supported accordingly." 8 

On the 18th of July, a month after the battle of Bunker's Hill, 
Major-General Putnam assembled his division on the height of Pros­
pect Hill, to have read to it the manifesto of Congress, signed by 
John Hancock, its president, and countersigned by Charles Thom­
son, secretary. The reading was followed by a prayer suited to the 
occasion, and at the close of the prayer, at signal from the general, 
the troops cried ' Amen,' and at the same instant the artillery of the 
fort thundered a general salute, and the scarlet standard of the Third 
Connecticut Regiment recently sent tq General Putnam, bearing on 

a fresco on the walla of the new Houses of Parliament or Palace of Westminster, the 
artist represents Charles Il. landing under this union jack of 1801, which bas the aaltire 
plu for Ireland. 

I History of American Revolution. 
S Field-Book of the American Revolution, vol. i. p. 54l. 
• The New England Chronicle, and the Essex Gazette, from Thursday, June 29, to 

Thuraday, July 6, 1775. 
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the one side the Connecticut motto, "Qui transtulit lflUtinet," and 
on the other the recognized motto of Massachusetts, " An appeal to 
Heavm," were unfurled. The same ceremony was observed in the 
other divisions. l 

Lieutenant Paul Lunt, in his Diary, which has been printed, says: 
"May 10, 1775, marched from NeWburyport with sixty men, Captain 
Ezra Lunt, commander, and May 12, at 11 o'clock, arrived at Cambridge . 
. . . • Tune 16, our men went to Charlestown and entrenched on a hill 
beyond Bunker's Hill. ... June 17, the regulars landed a number of 
troops, and we engaged them. They drove us off the hill and burned 
Charlestown. July 2, General Washington came into the camp .... 
July 18th. Tbis morning a manifesto from the grand Continental 
Congress was read by the Rev. Mr. Leonard, chaplain of the Con­
necticut forces upon Prospect Hill in Charlestown. Our standard 
was presented in the midst of the regiments, with this inscription 
upon it, "Appeal to Heaven," after which Mr. Leonard made a short 
prayer, and then we were dismissed, by the discharge of a cannon, 
three cheers, and a war-whoop by the Indians." 

The • New England Chronicle' for July 21, 1775, says: "Cam­
bridge, July 21. On Tuesday morning the standard lately sent to 
General Putnam was exhibited flourishing in the air, bearing on one 
side this motto, • AN APPEAL TO HEAVEN,' and on the other, • QUI 
TRANSTULIT SUSTINET.' The whole was conducted with the utmost 
decency, good order, and regularity, and to the universal acceptance of 

all present. And the Philistines on Bunker's 
Hill heard the shout of the Israelites, and, be­
ing very fearful, paraded themselves in battle 
array." 

June 19, 1775, two days after the battle of 
Bunker Hill, and before the news had reached 
Georgia, there was a meeting of a committee of 
the leading men of Savannah, to enforce the 
requirements of the American Association. 
After the meeting, a dinner was had at Ton­
dee's tavern, where a • union flag' was hoisted 

Tbe PIDe Tree Flag. upon a liberty pole, and two pieces of artillery 
From e mep pubUlhed ill Paria, placed under it. 

1774. Aug. 1, 1775, there was raised at Prospect 
Hill, Charlestown, for a flag-staff, a mast seventy-six feet high, which 
came out of a schooner that was burnt at Chelsea. 

I Bancroft', History of the United States; Frothingham's Siege of Boston; I. J. 
Greenwood. 
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In September, 1775, Arnold made his famous expedition through 
Maine to Canada, and, when drifting down the gentle current of the 
Dead River, came suddenly in sight of a lofty mountairi covered with 
snow, at the foot of which he encamped three days, raising the conti­
nental flag over his tent. What its color was, or the devices upon it, 
we have no means of ascertaining. The mountain is now known as 
, Mount Bigelow,' - tradition asserting that Major Bigelow, of Arnold's 
little army, ascended to its summit, hoping to see the spires of Quebec. 

During September, 1775, two strong floating batteries were launched 
on the Charles River, and opened a fire, in October, upon Boston, that 
caused great alarm and damaged several houses. They appear to have 
been scows made of strong planks, pierced near the water-line for oars, 

and along the sides higher up for light, and 
musketry. A heavy gun was placed at each 
end, and upon the top were four swivels . 

.AmerInaD PIoatiog Batterr. ued at Their ensign was a pine-tree flag.) The six 
t.be til .. or BoeWo. schooners first commissioned by Washing-

Prom an BDgIIah .... 11IIClrIpt. 
ton and the first vessels commissioned by the 

United Colonies sailed under the pine-tree flag.1 Colonel Reed, in a 

1 Loeaing's Field·Book or the Revolution. 
S Captain John Selman and Nicholas Broughton were commissioned by General 

Washington (according to the statement of Selman to Elbridge Gerry). in the fall of 
1775. both living at Marblehead. .. The latter as commodore of two small schooners, one 
the Lynch, mounting six 4.pounders and ten swivels, and manned by seventy MaDlen, 
and the other the Franklin, of 1_ force, having sixty·five. The commodore hoisted his 
broad pendant on board the Lynch, and Selman commanded the latter • 

.. These vessels were ordered to the river St. Lawrence, to intercept an ammunition 
vessel bound to Quebec, but missing her, they took ten other vessels, and Governor 
Wright, of St. Johns, all of which were released, as we had waged a ministerial war, and 
not one against our most graciouB sovereign." - LeII4r 0/ E. GeTTfI to JoAn Ada".., dated 
Feb. 9, 1813. 

The form of commission issued by General Washington to the officers of the vessels 
fitted out by him, under authority of the Continental Congress, and the officers so com· 
missioned, were as follows: -

By his Excellency GEORGB W ASKINGTON, Esq., (JomfM'Ader-in-e1u/ o/Iie ArJllJl o/Iie 
UniUtl Ooltmiu. 

To WILLIAM BURKE, Eaq. 
By virtue of the powera and authorities to IDe given by the honorable Continental 

Congress, I do hereby constitute and appoint you captain and commander of the schooner 
Warren, now lyiug at Beverly port, in the service of the United (JoiOlliu of NurtA 
America, to have, hold, exercise, and enjoy the said office of captain and commander of 
the said vessel, and to perform and execute all matters ILIld things which to your II8id 
office do, or may of right belong or appertain. until further order shall be given herein 
by the honorable Continental Congress, myself, or any future commanfler-in-chieC of 
II8id army, willing and commanding all officers, soldiers, and perIODS whateoever any 
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letter from Cambridge to Colonels Glover and Moylan, under date Oct. 
20, 1775, says: II Please fix upon some particular color for a flag, and a 
signal by which our vessels may know one another. What do you 
think of a flag with a white ground and a tree in the middle, the motto, 
'.AN APPEAL TO HEA YEN,' - this is the flag of our floating batteries." 
Colonels Moylan and Glover replied the next day, that, as Broughton 
and Selman, who had sailed that morning, had none but their old 
colors (probably the old English union ensign), they had appointed 
as the signal by which they could be known to their friends the ensign 
at the main topping lift. In January, the Franklin was wearing the 
pine-tree flag.l 

The suggestion of Colonel Reed seems to have been soon adopted. 
The • London Chronicle,' for January, 1776, describing the flag of a 
captured cruiser, says: II There is in the admiralty office the flag of 
a provincial privateer. The field is white bunting. On the middle is 
a green pine-tree, and upon the opposite side is the motto, • A.", app6al 
to Hea""".' .. April, 1776, the Massachusetts council passed a series 

way concerned, to be obedient and auisting to you in the due execution of this commia­
lion. 

Given nuder my hand and _I, at (Jambridge, this 1at day of February, .AMOfI" 
DomiRi, 1778. 

GBOaGB WABBINGTON. 
By His Excellency's command. 

To Captain WILLIAM BURItE, of the Wat'TCII. 

Ol/«n 0/ 1M .A",," 'Y'-z. jUtetl 0'" 6y Order 0/ fkMraZ W'aMi~ OIl UN III day 0/ 
FebT"U4ry, 1776. 

HUIIU'JOCle • • John Manley. 
Richard Stiles 
Nicholas Ogilby • 

1M. • • • • Daniel Waters 
William Kissick 
John Gill •• 
John Desmond 

FraAldir& • • • Samuel Tucker 
Edward Phittiplace 
Francis Salter 

HarriMm. • • Charles Dyar • • 
Thomas Dote • 
John Wigglesworth 

Lpe/l.. • John Ayres 
John Roche 
John Tiley 

W' arnr&. • • William Burke • 

• Captain and Com. 
• 1st Lieutenant 
• 2d Lieutenant 
• Captain 
• 1st Lieutenant 
• 2d Lieutenant 
• Master ••• 
• Captain •• 
• lat Lieutenant 
• 2d Lieutenant 
• Captain • 
• 1st Lieutenant 
• 2d Lieutenant 
• Captain 
• lat Lieutenant 
• 2d Lieutenant 

• Captain 

• 1 January, 1778. 
1 January, 1778. 

• 1 January, 1776. 
• 20 January, 1777. 
• 20 January, 1776. 
• 20 January, 1776. 
• 20 January, 1776. 
• 20 January, 1776. 
• 20 January, 1776. 
• 20 January, 1776. 
• 20 January, 1776. 
• 23 January, 1776. 
• 20 January, 1776. 
• 20 January, 1778. 
• 20 January, 1776. 
• 20 January, 1778. 

1 February, 1776. 

.AfIMriam .ArcAi'rru, 4th aeries, vol. iv. pp. 909, 910. 

1 See next pap. 
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of resolutions for the regulation of the sea service. among which was 
the following:-

"Resolved, That the uniform of the officers be green and white, anJ 
that they furnish themselves accordingly; and that the colors be a white 
flag, with a green pine-tree. and the insCription, «An appeal to Heavm.' " 

According to the English newspapers, privateers, throughout this 
year, wearing a flag of this description were captured and carried into 
British ports. "Jan. 6,1776, the Tartar, Captain Meadows,arrived at 
Portsmouth, England, from Boston, with over seventy men, the crew 
of an American privateer that mounted ten guns, taken by the Fowry, 
man-of-war. Captain Meadows likewise brought her colors, which are 

- a pale green palm-tree upon a white field, with this motto, «We appeal 
to HeafJt1l..''' She was taken on the Massachusetts coast cruising for 
transports, and was sent out by the council of that province. 

Commodore Samuel Tucker, writing to the Hon. John Holmes, 
March 6, 1818,1 says: "The first cruise I made was in January, 1776, 
in the schooner Franklin, of seventy tons, equipped by order of Gen­
eral Washington, and I had to purchase the small arms to encounter 
the enemy with money from my own pocket, or go without; and my 
wife made the banner I fought under, the field of which was white, 
and the union green, made therein in the figure of a pine-tree, made 
of cloth of her own purchasing, at her own expense." 

Under these colors he captured the ship George and brig Ara­
bella, transports, having on board. about two hundred and eighty 
Highland troops of General Fraser's corps. 

"Halifax, Nova Scotia, June 10, 1776, on Sunday, arrived from 
oft' Boston a privateer brig, called the Yankee Hero, Captain Tracy. 
She was taken by the Milford frigate, 28 guns, Captain Burr, after an 
obstinate engagement, in which the captain of the privateer received 
a ball through his thigh, soon after which she struck She is a fine 
vessel, and mounts twelve carriage guns and six swivels. Her colors 
were a pine-tree on a white field." 

Instances of the use of this pine-tree flag, from October, 1775. to 
July, 1776, could be multiplied. 

In the museum collected in Independence Hall, Philadelphia, in 
1876, was exhibited a green silk military flag, said to have belonged 
to a Newburyport company during the Revolution. The flag has a 
white canton, on which is painted a green pine-tree in a blue field, 
surrounded by a chain circle of thirteen links, each link grasped by 
a mailed hand coming out of a cloud. 

1 Shepard's LiCe or Commodore Tucker. 
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In the same museum was a regimental flag of yellow silk, which 
once belonged to Colonel D. B. Webb, aid to General Putnam, and 
afterwards an aid and the private secretary of Washington. It was 
80 mutilated that its general device could not be traced, but a female 
figure holds in her hand a staff, the top crowned or covered with a 
low-crowned and broad-brimmed hat, while from the staff streams a 
pennant of thirteen red and white stripes. 

Among the curious relics of the American Revolution in the collec­
tions of the Massachusetts Historical Society there is a silk flag, which 
was presented by Governor Hancock to a colored company called the 
.. Bucks of America." It has for a device a pine-tree and buck, above 
which are the initials" J. H." and .. G. W.," for Hancock and Wash­
ington. 

Mrs. Margaret C. Craig, the daughter of General Craig, an officer 
of the Revolution, and now living in New Alexandria, Penn., has a 

rattlesnake flag, which was carried 
by Colonel John Procter's regiment 
all through the war, and was at the 
battles of Trenton, Princeton, Ash 
Swamp, &c. 

The flag is composed of heavy 
crimson watered silk, somewhat 
faded, and, where painted, cracked 
and broken, and the covering and 
fringe of the two tassels have been 
worn almost away; otherwise, the 

"., or PInt Brigade, W .. tmon:1aod CoWlty, flag is in good condition. The paint-
PeOD., 1715.' ing is alike on both sides of the flag. 

It is six feet four inches long by five feet ten inches wide, and is 
< cantoned with the English union jack of 1707; . that is, with a St. 

Geome's red and St. Andrew's white cross on a blue field. In the o 
centre of the red field of the flag there is painted a rattlesnake of the 
natural color, coiled up, and in the attitude of striking, and having 
thirteen rattles erect, representing the thirteen colonies. It will be 
noticed that the head of the snake is significantly erected, as if in 
defiance, towUds the English union. Below the snake, on a yel. 
low scroll, in large black letters, is the motto, .. Don't tread on 
me." Above the snake are the letters" J. P.," and just below them are 
the letters .. I. B. W. C. P." These letters, General Craig said, 

1 The illustration iI from a drawing of the lias by Mra. Campbell, furnilhed by Mra. 
Craig. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



206 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE 

meant" John Procter's First Brigade, Westmoreland County, Pennsyl­
vania." 

The flag belonged to Colonel Procter's regiment, of which General 
Craig was a junior officer. On Colonel Procter's death, the flag was 
presented to the next senior officer, and thus handed down to General 
Craig. who was the last surviving officer, and was sent to him by 
mail, but, unfortunately, the accompanying letter, detailing its history, 
has been lost. Mrs. Craig, to whom I am indebted for a painting of 
this intel'esting relic, from which the illustration is taken, informs me 
the flag has been in the possession of her family for more than seventy 
years. It is the only flag of the time bearing the rattlesnake device 
that I know of in existence at this time. 

Mrs. Craig values the flag very highly, and says, when the rebels 
invaded Pennsylvania, from the front yard of her house she heard 
distinctly the cannonading at Gettysburg, and resolved, should the 
rebels raid through her neighborhood, that she would secure it from 
them, as also her father's sword. The flag was last displayed in 
public at the centennial celebration at Greensburg, Penn. 

Another standard exhibited in Independence Hall, in 1876, and 
now deposited with the Pennsylvania Historical Society, was that of 
the First Rifle Regiment of Pennsylvania, 1775-83, which is thus 
described by Lieutenant-Colonel Hand, in a letter to Jasper Yeates, 
under date, «Prospect Hill, March 8, 1776:" "I am stationed on Cob­
bles Hill, with four companies of our regiment. Two companies­
Cluggage's and Chambers's - were ordered to Dorchester on Monday. 
Ross's and Lowden's relieved them yesterday. Every regiment is to 
have a standard and colors. Our standard is to be a deep green 
ground, the device a tiger, partly enclosed by toils, attempting the 
pass, defended by a hunter armed with a spear (in white), on a crim­
son field. The motto, • Donari Nolo.' It 

In its services the regiment traversed every one of the thirteen 
States, and this standard was bome by it in all its skirmishes in front 
of Boston; at White Plains, Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, German­
town, Monmouth, Green Springs, Yorktown, and was with Wayne 
when he fought the last battle of the war, at Sharon, Ga., May 24, 
1782; entered Savannah in triumph, July 11, and Charleston, S. C., 
Dec. 14, 1782; was in camp on James Island, S. C., May 11, 1783, and 
only when the news of the cessation of hostilities reached that point 
was embarked for Philadelphia.l 

1 AnDala of Buftilo Valley, by John Blair Linn, Esq., P. 85; abo his letter to 
Philadelphia Times, April 8, 1877. 
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The .battle-flag of Colonel William Washington's cavalry troop, 
known as the' Eutaw Standard,' was placed in the custody of the Wash­

Eutaw". 

ington Light Infantry Corps, of 
Charleston, S. C., on the 19th 
of April, 1827, by the Colonel's 
widow, Mrs. Jane Washington, 
and is now preserved in their 
armory. It is of heavy crim­
son silk, and is in good condi­
tion. This little crimson flag 
first waved in victory at the 
battle of Cowpens, Jan. 17, 
1781; and under its folds at 
Eutaw Springs, Sept. 8, 1781, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wade 
Hampton and many officers 
were wounded, and Colonel 
William Washington being 
disabled by the killing of his 
horse while charging the en~ 
my, was made a prisoner.1 

The tradition of the origin of the flag is interesting. Colonel Wash­
ington came from Virginia to South Carolina at the head of a cavalry 
force, and met Miss Jane Elliott at her father's house on the family 
estate, known as Sandy Hill, near Rautowle's Bridge, ten miles west of 
Charleston; a mutual attachment was formed, and Miss Elliott, sharing 
the sentiments of all her family, was an intense friend of the rebel 
cause. I n the fall of 1780, Colonel Washington paid a hurried visit 
to his fiancee, and when about to leave, in reply to her playful remark 
that she would look out for news of his flag and fortunes, he replied, 
that his corps carried no flag. With a woman's ready resource she 
seized her scissors, and, cutting a square of crimson damask that em­
bellished the back of a stately drawing-room chair, said, "Colonel, 
make this your standard!" and gave it to her gallant lover, at the 
head of whose cavalry it was borne, mounted on a small hickory pole, 
during the remainder of the war. Never were knights of the old days 
of chivalry more deeply inspired by maidenly guerdons than were 
Washington and his brave cavaliers as they charged under that little 
square of crimson silk. 

1 eon.titution and Rules and Relics belonging to the Washington Light Infantry, 
1879. 
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This flag was known as cc Tarleton's TelTOr," after their last-named 
battle. It was presented to the Washington Light Infantry of Charles­
ton, by Mrs. Jane Elliott Washington in person, in 1827, on the anni­
versary of the battle of Lexington. The presentation took place in 
front of the then Washington mansion, southwest corner of South 
Battery and Church Streets, Charleston, S. C., and the house is still 
standing. Sergeant H. S. Tew, the color-sergeant, who received and 
bore the flag on that parade, still survives. This standard is always 
displayed on the Washington birthday parade, and other important 
military occasions. It was carried to the Bunker Hill centennial, and 
everywhere received with great enthusiasm. It was also carried as 
the colors of the Centennial Legion at Philadelphia, 4th July, 1876, 
which command was composed of one representative military corps 
from each of the old thirteen States. It will be a conspicuous feature 
at the grand celebration of the centennial of Cowpens, 17th January, 
1881, at which time a memorial column to the victors of that field 
will be dedicated, with imposing ceremonies, under the auspices of 
the Washington Light Infantry of Charleston, S. C. 

At the semi-centennial celebration by the corps of Jane Washington 
day, or of the presentation of the flag, in 1877, Captain Courtenay, in 
an eloquent and patriotic speech, thus alluded to this valued relic:-

"Fifty years ago to-day the Washington Light Infantry were in 
martial array in front of a well-known Carolina home. In the ample 
portal stood a venerated matron, whose brow had been frosted by 
time. Supported by an only son, she was discharging the last public 
duty of an eventful life. In her hand was that banner, originally im­
provised by her for the service of her country, and presented to that 
soldier of Virginia who under its crimson folds achieved a flashing 
fame, which filled the new-born States with patriotic enthusiasm, and 
still casts a reflected splendor on his times. Grouped around her 
were a trio of our own worthies, chosen sponsors of this corps, to make 
its solemn pledges and to assume the custody of this relic. The bril­
liant assemblage of spectators has receded from view, the long line of 
enthusiastic soldiers now answer a short roll-call. The chief actors 
have passed from time to eternity, but the spirit of the day we cele­
brate survives. . . . The world i~ largely impressed by symbols. We 
have our symbol! There it stands, the flag of Eutaw, Guilford, and 
the Cowpens! It has been intnlSted to our keeping, but it is the 
heritage of all our people, a constant reminder to the youth of Caro­
lina of every thing that is noble in citizenship and the martial virtue8. 
May that standard in its progressing life ever command the rever-
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. ence due age, and combine the privileges of ardent youth! and as is 
the breadth of its widening fame, so shall also be the responsibilities 
imposed upon this community, for whom it stands in solemn pledge, 
ever recalling the wisdom, fortitude, and self-sacrificing spirit of our 
heroic past." 1 

On the 22d of February following, a day which is always remem· 
bered by the corps as its chosen anniversary, the orator of the day, 
the Rev. E. C. Edgerton, a member of the company, said, alluding to 
the flag: "There is meaning in our words when we gather beneath the 
crimson folds of the Eutaw banner, illumined by the stars and stril'88t 
and shout:-

" 'Unrorl the glorious baDDer 
Which at Eut!tw ahone 80 bright, 

And, like a dazzling meteor, awept 
Through the Cowpens deadly fight. 

Souud, aOUDd your lively buglea, 
Let them pour their loudest blaat, 

While we pledge both life and honor 
To at.and by it to the laat.' " I 

In the orderly book of the army, at Williamsburg, Va., under date, 
" Head..quarters, April 8, 1776," is found this entry: "The colonels 
are desired to provide themselves with some colors and standards, if 
they are to be procured: it doth not signify of what sort they are." 

In the American Archives there is a description of the standard of 
the Thirteenth Regiment, under date Sept. 8, 1776; viz., "Ground, 
light buff; device, a pine-tree and field of Indian com (embleDlatica1 
of New England com-fields). Two officers in the uniform of the regi­
ment, one of them wounded in the breast, the blood streaming from 
the wound. Under the pine, several children. One of the officers 
pointing to them, with the motto, f For posterity we bleed.' " 8 

On the 13th of September, 1775, Colonel Moultrie received an 
order from the Council of Safety for taking Fort Johnson, on James 
Island, S. C.;, aud, a flag being thought uecessary, Colonel Moultrie was 
requested to procure one by the council, and had a large blue flag 
made, with a cresoent in the dexter comer, to be uniform with the 
troops of the garrison, who were clothed in blue, and wore silver cres· 

1 Jane Washington Day, &c., Charleston, S. C., 1877, p. 10. 
t Annual Observance of Waahington'8 Birthday by the Waahington Light Infantry of 

Charleston, S. C., 1878, p. 12, and Banner Song of the Washington Light Infantry, by 
Theo. L. Smith, Esq. 

• American Archives, 5th aeries, vol. ii. p. 2". • Holmes'8 Annals. 

16 
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cents in front of their caps,! inscribed "Liberty or Deatb." He said, 
"thil toa8 tM firBt America" fto1I displayed i" eM Suuth." When 
Moultrie hoisted this flag, the timid people said it had the appearance 
of a declaration of war, and that the captain of the Tamar, then oft' 
Charleston, would look upon it as an insult and flag of defiance. A 
"union flag" had been displayed at Savannah the preceding June.1 

June 28, 1776, the standard advanced by Colonel Moultrie on the 
southeast bastion of Fort Sullivan - or Moultrie, as it was afterwards 
named, on account of his gallant defence of it - was the same cres­
cent flag, with the word LIBERTY emblazoned upon it.a 

At the commencement of the action, the crescent flag which waved 
opposite the union flag upon the western bastion fell outside upon 
the beach. Sergeant William Jasper, an Irishman by parentage, see­
ing this, cried out to Colonel Moultrie, .. Don't let us fight without a 
flag, Colonel," and leaped the parapet, walked the whole length of the 
fort, picked up the flag, fastened it on a sponge staff, and in the midst 
of the iron hail pouring upon the fortress, and in sight of the whole 
British fleet, fixed the flag firmly upon the bastion. Three cheers 
greeted him as he leaped within the fort. On the day after the battle. 
Governor Rutledge visited the fort, and rewarded Jasper for his valor 
by presenting him with his own small sword, which he was then 
wearing, and thanked him, in the name of his" country. He oft'ered 
him a lieutenant's commission; but Jasper, who could neither read nor 
write, declined it, saying, "I am not fit to keep officers' company: I 
am but a sergeant." 

On the day after the battle, the British fleet left Charleston Har­
bor. The joy of the Americans was unbounded, and the following 
day (June 30), the wife of Major Bernard Elliot presented Colonel 
Moultrie's regiment with a pair of elegant colors; one of them was of 
fine blue silk. the other of fine red silk, both richly embroidered. 
In the assault on Savannah, Oct. 9, 1779, they were planted on the 
walls of the city, beside the lilies of France. Lieutenants Hume 
and Buck, who carried them, having fallen, Lieutenant Gray, of 
the South Carolina regiment, seized their standards, and kept them 
erect until he was stricken by a bullet, when brave Sergeant Jasper 
sprang forward, and had just fastened them on the parapet of the 
Spring Hill redoubt when a rifle-ball pierced him, and he fell into the 
ditch. Just then a retreat was sounded, and Jasper, wounded and 
dying as he was, seized the colors, and succeeded in saving them from 

1 Colonel Moultrie'. Memoirs of the Revolution, vol. i. p. 90. I See Il1III. 
a Bancroft'. History or the United StateB; Dawaon's Battles by Sea and Land. 
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falling into the hands of the enemy. He was carried to camp, and 
soon after expired. Just before he died, he said to Major Harry, 
II Tell Mrs. Elliot I lost my life supporting the colors .she gave to our 
regiment."} 

The Declaration of Independence was read by Major Elliot at 
Charleston, on the 5th of August, 1776, to the people, young and old, 
and of both sexes, assembled around the liberty pole, with all the mili­
tary of the city and vicinity, flags flying and drums beating. Among 
the fta.,"8 were, without doubt, these standards presented by his wife. 
They were captured when Charleston surrendered, May 12, 1780, 
and were among the British trophies preserved in the Tower of 
London. . 

The General Congress, having previously appointed a committee to 
prepare a plan, on the 13th of October, 1775, after some debate, "Be­
IOlwd, That a swift sailing-vessel, to carry the carriage-guns and a 
proportionable number of swivels, with eighty men, be fitted with 
all possible despatch, for a cruise of three months." It was also " Be­
aolwd, That another vessel be fitted for the same purposes," and 
.. that a marine committee, consisting of Messrs. Dean, Langdon, and 
Gadsden, report their opinion of a proper vessel, and also an estimate 
of the expense." On the 17th of October, the committee brought in 
their estimate and report, which, after debate, was recommitted. On 
the 30th, the committee recommended that the second vessel be of a 
size to carry fourteen guns and a proportionate number of swivels and 
men; it was further resolved that two more vessels be fitted out with 
all expedition, the one to carry not exceeding twenty guns, and the 
other not exceeding thirty-six guns, with a proportionate number of 
swivels and men, to be employed for the protection and defence of the 
United Colonies, as Congress shall direct. Four new members were 
added to the committee; viz., Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Hewes, Mr. R. H. 
Lee, and Mr. John Adams.s 

Nov. 9, 1775, it was ".Resolved, That two battalions of marines be 
raised, to be enlisted and commissioned to serve for and during the 
pl'efent war between Great Britain and the colonies, and to be con­
sidered as a part of the continental army of Boston, particular care to 
be taken that no persons be appointed or enlisted into said battalions 

1 Loeaing's Field-Book or the Revolution, vol ii. pp. 682, 651. Oct. 9, 1879, there 
_ a centennial celebration, at Savannah, of the siege, when the corner-atone of a monu­
ment to Jaaper _ laid over the spot where he received his death-wound a hundred 
yean before. Savannah News, Oct. 9, 1879. 

I Journal of Congress, voL i. p. 20 •• 
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but such as are good seamen, 01' 80 acquainted with maritime affairs 
as to be able to serve to advantage by sea when required." By a res0-

lution of the 30th, they were ordered to be raised. independent of the 
army ordered for service in Massachusetts. 

November 23, the. Marine Committee reported rules for the govern­
ment of the navy, which were adopted. on the 28th. On the 2d of 
December, the committee were directed. to prepare a proper commis­
sion for the captains and commanders of the ships of war in the ser­
vice of the United. Colonies,l and reported. one, which was adopted the 
same day. December 9, Congress established the pay of the navy, 
and on December 11 it w~ resolved that a committee be appointed 
to devise ways and means for furnishing these colonies with a naval 
armament, aud report with convenient speed, and that this committee 
-consist of a member from each colony; viz., Mr. Bartlett, Mr. S. 
Adams, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Deane, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Crane, Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Read, Mr. Pac&, Mr. R A. Lee, Mr. Hewes, and Mr. Gadsden. 

On the 13th, this committee reported that five ships of thirty-two 
guns, five of twenty-eight guns, three of twenty-four guns, can be 
fitted for sea probably by the last of March next; viz., in New 
Hampshire, one; in Massachusetts, two; in Connecticut, one; in 
Rhode Island, two; in New York, two; in Pennsylvania, four; in 
Maryland, one," - the probable cost of these vessels being estimated at 
$866,6661. The next day, the same committee, Mr. Chase being su}, 
stituted for Mr. Paca, was appointed to carry out the report. 

These provisions for a continental navy were prior to the resolu­
tions of the Massachusetts Council, April, 1776, providing a green 
uniform and the pine-tree flag for her State marine; but they make 
no provision for a national fiag for this navy of the United Colonies. 

John Jay, in a letter dated July, 1776, three months later, ex­
pressly states Congress had made no order, at that date, "concerning 
continental colors, and that captains of the armed. vessels had followed 
their own fancies." He names as otle device a rattlesnake rearing its 
crest and shaking its rattles, and having the motto, It Don't tread on 
me." 

De Benvouloir, the discreet emissary of Vergennes, who arrived in 
Philadelphia the latter part of 1775, just after Congress had ordered 
the thirteen ships of war, reports to the French minister: It They have 
given up the English fiag, and have taken for their devices a rattle­
snake with thirteen rattles, and a mailed arm holding thirteen arrows." 

f The London Chronicle,' July 27, 1776, says: "The colors of the 

1 Journal of Congress, TO!. i. p. 255. 
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American Heet have a snake with thirteen rattles, the fourteenth bud­
ding, described in the attitude of going to strike, with this motto, 
• Don't tread on me.' JJ 

The number thirteen, representative of the number of colonies, 
seems to have been constantly in mind; thus, thirteen vessels are 
ordered to be built, thirteen stripes are placed on the Hag, thirteen 
arrows are grasped in a mailed hand, thirteen rattles on the rattle­
snake, and, later, thirteen arrows in the talons of the eagle, and thir­
teen mailed hands grasping an endless chain of thirteen links .. 

The rattlesnake was a favorite device with the colonists, and its 
origin as an American emblem deserves investigation as a curious 
feature in our national history.l 

The choice of this reptile as a representative of the colonies had at­
tained a firm position in the regard of the colonists long before diffi­
culties with Great Britain were anticipated. As early as April, 1751, 
an account of the trial of Samuel Sanders, an English transported 
convict, for the murder of Simon Gerty, occasioned the following 
reflections, which were published in Franklin's paper, the • Pennsyl­
vania Gazette:' -

" • When we see our papers filled continually with accounts of the 
most audacious robberies, the most cruel murders, and an infinity of 
other villanies perpetrated by convicts transported from Europe, what 
melancholy, what terrible reHecti~ns, must it occasion I What will 
become our position? These are some of thy favors, Britain, and thou 
art called tM m.othtr C()1IIMry 1 But what good mother ever sent thieves 
and villains to accompany her children, to corrupt some with infec­
tious vices and murder the rest? What father ever endeavors to 
spread plaoaue in his own family? We don't ask fish, but thou givest 
us serpents, and worse than serpents, in which Britain shows a more 
sovereign contempt for us than by emptying her jails into our settle­
ments. What must we think of that board which has advocated the 
repeal of every law that we have hitherto made to prevent this deluge 
of wickedness from overwhelming us 1 and with this cruel sarcasm: 
that those laws were against the public utility, for they tended to pre­
vent the improvement and well-peopling of ,the colonies. And what 
must we think of those merchants who, for the sake of a little paltry 
gain, will be concerned in importing and disposing of such cargoes l' 

.. This remonstrance, a bold one for the time, was commented upon 
in a succeeding number of the • Gazette,' by a writer who proposed 

1 The account Collowing is deriTed in part Crom an article printed in the • Philadelphia 
Sunday Dilpatch,' 1871. 
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the colonists should send to England in return ' /I cargo 0/ rattlemakes, 
which should be distributed in St. James's Park, Spring Garden, and 
other places of pleasure, and particularly in noblemen's gardens.' He 
adds:-

.. 'Let no private interests obstruct public utility. Our mother 
knows what is best for us. What is a little house-breaking, shop­
lifting, or highway robbery 1 What is a son now and then corrupted 
and hanged, a daughter debauched, a wife stabbed, a husband's throat· 
cut, or a child's brains beat out with an axe, compared with "the im­
provement and well-peopling of the colonies" ? ' 

.. This idea of rendering the rattlesnake a means of retribution for 
the wrongs of America could scarcely have been forgotten, and re­
ceived a new value three years afterwards, when, to stimulate the 
colonies to a concert of measuresl10aainst the Indians, the device of a 
snake cut into eight parts, representing the colonies then engaged in 
the war against the French and Indians, was published at the head of 
the 'Gazette: with the motto, 'Join or die.' This device was adopted 

by other newspapers in the colonies, and in 
1775 it was placed at the head of the' Pennsyl­
vania Journal: the head representing New Eng­
land, and the other disjointed portions being 
marked with the initials, 'N. Y.,' 'N. J.,' 'P.,' 

Soake DeYice. 'M.,' 'V.,' 'N. C.,' 'S. C.,' and' G.' The motto 
then was, 'Unite or die.' These matters kept the rattlesnake in the 
memory of the provincials, and may have led to its early adoption. 

"Bradford's • Pennsylvania Journal' of Dec. 27, 1775, contains the 
following speculations upon the reasons for the adoption of this em­
blem. This composition has been ascribed to Dr. Franklin, without 
any very good cause. The journal which published it was one with 
which Dr. Franklin was not friendly. He would have been more 
likely to have sent his communication to the • Gazette,' which was 
partly owned by his old partner, David Hall. 

" , Messrs. Printers: - I observed on one of the dnlms belonging to 
the marines, now raising, there was painted a rattlesnake, with this 
modest motto under it, "Don't tread on me!" As I know it is the 
custom to have some device on the arms of every country, I supposed 
this might be intended for the arms of North America. As I have 
nothing to do with puhlic affairs, and as my time is perfectly my own, 
in order to divert an idle hour I sat down to guess what might have 
been intended by this uncommon device. I took care, however, to 
consult on this occasion a person acquainted with heraldry, from whom 
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I learned that it is a rule among the learned in that science that the 
worthy properties of an animal in a crest shall be considered, and that 
the base ones cannot have been intended. He likewise informed me 
that the ancients considered the serpent as an emblem of wisdom, and, 
in a certain attitnde, of endless duration; both which circumstances, 
I suppose, may have been in view. Having gained this intelligence, 
and recollecting that countries are sometimes represented by animals 
peculiar to them, it occurred to me that the rattlesnake is found in no 
other quarter of the globe than America, and it may therefore have 
been chosen on that account to represent her. But then the worthy 
properties of a snake, I judged, would be hard to point out. This 
rather raised than suppressed my curiosity, and having frequently 
seen the rattlesnake, I ran over in my mind every property for which 
she was distinguished, not only from other animals, but from those 
of the same genus or class, endeavoring to fix some meaning to each 
not wholly inconsistent with common sense. I recollected that her 
eye exceeded in brightness that of any other animal, and that she had 
no eyelids. She may therefore be esteemed an emblem of vigilance. 
She never begins an attack, nor, when once engaged, ever surrenders. 
She is therefore an emblem of magnanimity and true courage. As if 
anxious tQ prevent all pretensions of quarrelling with the weapons with 
which nature favored her, she conceals them in the roof of her mouth, 
80 that, to those who are unacquainted with her. she appears most 
defenceless; and even when those weapons are shown and extended for 
defence, they appear weak and contemptible; but their wounds, how­
ever small, are cJecisive and fatal. Conscious of this, she never wounds 
until she has generously given notice even to her enemy, and cautioned 
him against the danger of treading on her. Was I wrong, sirs, in think­
ing this a strong picture of the temper and conduct of America 1 

If 'The poison of her teeth is the necessary means of digesting her 
food, and. at the same time, is the certain destruction of her enemies. 
This may be understood to intimate that those things which are de­
structiYe to our enemies may be to us not only harmless, but abso­
lutely necessary to our existence. I confess I was totally at a loss 
what to make of the rattles until I went back and counted them, and 
found them just thirteen, - exactly the number of colonies united in 
America; and I recollected, too, that this was the only part of the 
snake which increased in numbers. Perhaps it may have only been 
my fancy, but I conceited the painter had shown a half-formed addi­
tional rattle, which I suppose may have been intended to represent 
the province of Canada. 'Tis curious and amazing to observe how 
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distinct and independent of each other the rattles of this animal are, 
and yet how firmly they are united together so as to be never sepa­
rated except by breaking them to pieces. One of these rattles, singly, 
is incapable of producing sound; but the ringing of thirteen together 
is sufficient to alarm the boldest man living. The rattlesnake is soli­
tary, and associates with her kind only when it is necessary for her 
preservation. In winter, the warmth of a number together will pI'&" 
serve their lives, whilst singly they would probably perish. The 
power of fascination attributed to her by a generous construction may 
be understood to mean that those who consider the liberty and bless­
ings which America affords, and once come over to her, never after­
wards leave her, but spend their lives with her. She strongly resem­
bles America in this: that she is beautiful in youth, and her beauty 
increases with age; her tongue also is blue, and forked as lightning, 
and her abode is among impenetrable rocks. 

, Ie • Having pleased myself with reflections of this kind, I communi­
cated my sentiments to a neighbor of mine, who has a surprising 
readiness at guessing any thing which relates to public affairs; and, 
indeed, I should be jealous of his reputation in that way, were it not 
that the event constantly shows that he has guessed wrong. He in­
stantly declared it his sentiment that Congress meant to allude to 
Lord North's declaration in the House of Commons, that he never 
would relax his measures until be had brought America to bis feet, and 
to intimate to his lordship that if she was brought to his feet, it would 
be dangerous treading on her. But I am positive he has guessed wrong; 
for I am sure Congress would not, at this time of day, condescend to 
take the least notice of his lordship in that or any other way. In 
which opinion I am determined to remain your humble servant.'" 
I Colonel Gadsden of South Carolina, a member of the Marine Com­
mittee, presented Congress, on the 8th of February, 1776, .. an elegant 
standard, such as is to be used by the commander-in-chief of the 
American navy; being a yellow flag, with a lively representation of 
a rattlesnake in the middle in the attitude of going to strike, and 
these words underneath, • Don't tread on 'fI~.' " Congress ordered that 
the said standard be carefully preserved and suspended in the Con­
gress-room; and from that time it was placed in the southwest comer 
of that room, at the left hand of the President's chair.l 

It would be interesting to know the further history of this flag, 
and what became of it. Such an historical flag would not be pur­
posely destroyed. 

1 Drayton'sllemoirs AmericaD Revolution, ToL ii. p. 172. 
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The first legislation of Congress on the subject of a Federal navy 
was in October, 1775, and after that, national cruisers were equipped 
and sent to sea on a three months' cruise; but, so far as we can learn, 
without any provision for a national ensign, and probably wearing 
the colors of the State they sailed from. Before the close of the year, 
and before the grand union flag raising at Cam bridge, Congress had 
authorized a regular navy of seventeen vessels, varying in force from 
ten to thirty-two guns; had established a general prize law, in con­
sequence of the burning of Falmouth by Mowatt; had regulated the 
relative rank of military and naval officers; had established the pay 
of the navy, and appointed (Dec. 22, 1775) Esek Hopkins commander­
in-chief of the naval forces of the embryo repu.blic, fixing his pay at 
one hundred and twenty-five dollars a month. At the same time, 
captains were commissioned tb the Alfred; Colnmbus, Andrea Doria, 
Cabot, and Providence, and first, second, and third lieutenants were 
appointed to each of those vessels. 

John Adams, a member of the Marine Committee, gives the fol­
lowing reasons for the choice of these naines: II The first was named 
Alfred, in honor of the founder of the greatest navy that ever existed; 
the second, Columbus, afrer the discoverer of this quarter of the globe; 
the third, Cabot, for the discoverer of the northern part of this con­
tinent; the fourth, Andrea Doria, in honor of the great Genoese 
admiral; and the fifth, Providence, the name of the town where she 
was purchased, and the residence of Governor Hopkins and his brother 
Esek, whom we appointed the first captain." 

The Alfred was a stout merchant ship, originally called the Black 
Prince, and commanded by John Barry. She arrived at Philadelphia 
on the 13th of October, and was purchased and armed by the com­
mittee. The Columbus, originally the Sally, was first purchased by 
the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, and ten days after sold to 
the naval committee of Congress. The merchant names of the other 
ships I have been unable to ascertain. Notwithstanding the equip­
ping of this fleet, the necessity of a common national flag seems not 
to have been thought of, until Doctor Franklin, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. 
Harrison were appointed to conaider the subject, and assembled at the 
camp at Cambridge. The result of their conference was the retention 
of the king's colors or union jack, representing the still-recognized 
sovereignty of England, but coupled to thirteen stripes, alternate red 
and white, emblematic of the union of the thirteen colonies against its 
tyranny and oppression, in place of the loyal red ensign. 

The new striped ftag was hoisted for the first time on the 2d of 
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January, 1776, over the camp at Cambridge. General Washing-
r--ton, writing "to Joseph Reed on the 4th of January, says: "We are 

at length favored with the sight of his Majesty's most gracious speech, 
breathing sentiments of tenderness and compassion for his deluded 
American subjects; the speech I send you (a volume of them was sent 
out by the Boston gentry), and, farcical enough, we gave great joy to 
them without knowing or intending it, for on that day (the 2d) which 
gave being to our new army, but before the proclamation came to 
hand, we hoisted the union flag in compliment to the United Colonies. 
But, behold! it was received at Boston as a token of the deep impres­
sion the speech had made upon us, and as a signal of submission. 

.. By this time I presume they begin to think it strange that we 
have not made a formal surrender of our lines." 

An anonymous letter, written Jan. 2', 1776, says: "The grand union 
flag of thirteen stripes was raised on a height near Boston. The regu­
lars did not understand it; and as the king's speech had just heen 
read, as they supposed, they thought the new flag was a token of sub­
mission." 

The captain of a British transport, writing from Boston to his own­
ers in London, Jan. 17, 1776, says: "I can see the rebels' camp very 
plain, whose colors, a·little while ago, were entirely red; but on the 
receipt of the king's speech, which they burnt, they hoisted the union 
flag, which is here supposed to intimate the union of the provinces." 

The • British Annual Register' says, "They burnt the king's speech, 
and changed their colors from a plain red ground, which they had 
hitherto used, to a ftag with thirteen stripes~ as a symbol of the union 
and number of the colonies." 

A letter from Boston, in the' Pennsylvania Gazette,' says: "The 
grand Ulnon flag was raised on the 2d, in compliment to the United 
Colonies." A British lieutenant, writing from Charlestown Heights, 
Jan. 25, 1776, mentions the same fact, and adds: "It was saluted 
with thirteen guns and thirteen cheers." 

Botta, in his' History of the American Revolution,' derived from 
contemporary documents, writes: "The hostile speech of the king at 
the meeting of Parliament had arrived in America, and copies of it 
were circulated in the camp. It was announced there, also, that the 
first petition of Congress had been rejected. The whole army mani­
fested the utmost indignation at this intelligence; the royal speech 
was burnt in public by the infuriated soldiers. They changed at this 
time the red ground of their banners, and striped them with thirteen 
lists, as an emblem of their number, and the union of the colonies." 
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Two and a half months after this grand union flag raising at Cam­
bridge, the flag was displayed for the first time in the streets of Boston. 
The occupation of Dorchester Heights compelled the evacuation of 
Roxbury, and on the afternoon of March 17,1776, a detachment of 
Americans, under Colonel Ebenezer Learned, pushed its way through 
the crows-feet and other obstacles thickly strewn in its path, and 
unbarred the gates of the deserted stronghold. The flag was borne by 
Ensign Richards, and the troops were accompanied by General Ward} 

We have contemporary evidence enough as to the time and place 
when "the grand union striped flag" was first unfurled; but it will be 
observed there is no mention of the color of the stripes placed on the 
previously red flag, or the character of its union, or other than pre-

. sumptive evidence that it had a union. 
Hinman states, in his 'Connecticut in the Revolution,' that "the 

red ground of the American flag was altered to thirteen blue and white 
stripes, as an emblem of the thirteen colonies in war for liberty," but 
does not give his authority for the statement. 

Bancroft, in his 'History of the United States: describes this flag 
as "the tricolored American banner, not yet spangled with stars, but 
showing thirteen stripes, alternate red and white. in the field, and 
the united crosses of St. George and St. Andrew on a blue ground in 
the comer." 

I am informed by Benson J. Lossing. the eminent American histo­
rian, that he furnished Mr. Bancroft with the statement, having found 
among the papers of Major-General Philip Schuyler, and having in his 

possession, a water-color 
sketch of the Royal Sav­
age, one of the little fleet 
on Lake Champlain. in the 
summer and winter of 
1776. commanded by Ben­
edict Arnold. This draw­
ing is kn?wn to be the 
Royal Savage, being in­
dorsed, in the handwrit­
ing of General Schuyler, 

FIIg of the Ro7al SaVIjIe, 1778. B8 Captain ". yn koop' s 
schooner, and Captain, or rather Colonel, Wynkoop is known to have 
commanded her at that time. There is no date on the drawing, but it 
may be considered as settling what were the characteristic features of 

1 Drake's History or Roxbury. 1878. 
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the new flag. At the head of the maintop-mast of the schooner there 
is a flag precisely like the one described by Bancroft, and it is the only 
known contemporaneous drawing of it extant. Through the kindness 
of Mr. Lossing, I am able to give a fac-aimile, in size and shape, of this 
interesting drawing. 

In September, 1776, the continental brig Reprisal, 16 guns, com­
manded by Captain Lambert Wickes, while lying at Martinique, wore 
a flag of thirteen stripes, whose field was white and yellow. 

In General Arnold's sailing orders for the fleet, he prescribes hoist­
ing the ensign at the main topmast head as the signal for speaking 
with the whole fleet, and the same at the fore, for -chasing a sail 

The red union ensign had been familiarly known for nearly seventy 
years, and nothing would more naturally suggest itself to a people 
not yet prepared to entirely sever their eonnection with the parent 
government than to utilize the old flag, and distinguish their emblem 
of the new union from the old in this simple manner, rather than seek 
further for new devices. 

The flag adopted resembled, if it was not exactly the counterpart 
of, the flag of the English East India Company then in use, and which 
continued the flag of that company, with trifling variations, until its 
sovereign sway and empire in the East for over two hundred years 
was, in 1834, merged in that of Great Britain.1 

1 TM EuI. India CompanY'1I Euigu. - This company, whose first charter was granted 
Dec. 31, 1600, by Queen Elizabeth to II George, Earl of Cumberland, lind two hundred 
and fifteen knights, aldermen, and merchants, that at their own costs and chargee might 
let forth one or more voyages to the East Indies," .!tc., bore as a crest to their armorial 
ensigns a sphere without a freme, bound with a zodiac in bend CTr, between two split 
lIorant argellu, each charged with a cross gukII: on the sphere the words II lJeu8 indiat; " 
on the shield with other devices were three ships rigged under full sail, pennants and 
ensign being argertt, and MCh charged with the same cross gukII. The pennants were 
long, tapering, and split at the end, while the ensigns were perfectly square. 

It is not probable that the East India Company were entitled to bear on their ships 
any particular diatiDguishing flag in the early years of its history, since the royal prucla. 

mation of James I., issued .o\prill2, 1606, ordered .. all subjects 
of the isle and kingdom of Great Britain, and the members 
thereof, to besr in their maintop the union flag, being the red 
cross of 8t. George and the white cross (saltire) of 8t. Andrew, 
joined upon a blue ground:' 

At what date a striped flag was adopted by the East India 
Company is not evident. A contemporary print, preserved in 
the British Museum, representing the Puritans in 16U, under 

Flag destrored at Cheap- Sir Robert Harlow, or Harley, destroying the cross in Cheap-
aide, 10M. 

side, exhibits Beveral flags, one of which bears two red stripes 
on a white field, and the St. George's CI'OII8 on a white canton, which extends over the first 
two stripes. • 
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In 1681, the renewal ot the charter or the con:.pany by Charles II. vested in it the 
power and authority to lIlILke peace or war with any nation not being Christians, and 

six years later it was ordered the king's union Bag sbonl<l 
- -'"=- be always WJed at the Fort St. George. • 

1~~~§§§§§~ In 1698, a new company was established by oct of Parliament, which lOOn, however, became incorporated 
with the tornler. Its arms were argent, a cross gules in 
the doter chief qnarter, an escutcheon ot the anns of 
France and England quarterly, crest, two lions mDlpant, 
gardant ur, 8!'Ch supporting a banner crest argent charged 
with a CI'088 flUlu. 

'The Present State ot the Univel'll8,' fourth edition, 
London, 1704, by J. Beaumont, Jr., gives as the East 
Iudia Company's ensign a Bag with thirteen horizontal 

BIn IDdia ~~:-a1'. EnaIgD, stripes, alternate red and white, with a St. George's cross 
on a white canton, which rests upon the fourth red stripe. 

In the 'Dominion and Laws of the Sea,' publiahed in London in 1705, the East India 
Company's flag ia pictured with but ten stripes. 

In a Dntch work on ship-building by Carl Allard, published in Amsterdam the same 
year, the East India Company's flag bas but nine stripes. 

In 'La Connoissanoe des Pavillons on Baoni~res qne la plupart d. Natious,' pub­
liahed a La Haye, 1737, there are repreaented many striped flags, among them ;­

Patrillma d'uaulre, de DiviNm du YaWeallz Eco8sIm, 
which has eleven stripes, alternate red and white, with the 
white canton and red CI'088 resting on the third red stripe. 

Patrillon de lWtterdam, which bas eleven stripes, alter· 
nate white and green. 

Pavilion de Brmu, which bas a head of red and white 
squares the whole width of the flag, and nine stripes, alter· 
nate red and white. 

PavilUm d' Enduue Nurle Hollaflde, which bas thirteen 
stripes, yellow and red. 

PavilllM de Ra7lg ou de DiviNm d'ucadre [EngliahJ 
bas thirteen stripes, red and white, with St. George's cross 

lfMt IDdIa Company, 1834. 
in a canton argent. 

The East India Company's flsg has nine stripes, red and white, with the white canton 
and red CI'088 resting on the third red stripe. 

The East India Company'8 flag, in 1834, was cantoned with the union jack of the 
United Kingdom, anll its field was composed of thirteen alternate red and white stripes, 
88Ven red and six white; the central red stripe rather wider than the others, QIld crossed 
by a perpendicnlar red stripe or bar, fonning a St. George's cross. It was the white 
at. George ensign, with the addition of six red bars or stripes across its field. 
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COMMODORE HOPKINoS, 
C'o.MKANDER ,;, CJ/l.E' t{ dt AXER1CiN F..(J;lir. 
~ .. '" ""- ... ."I'l1'+~Jt.I~-. 
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THE GRAND UNION OR CONTINENTAL FLAG OF THE 
UNITED COLONIES. 

1776-1777. 

It has been suggested that the stripes on our flag, as a symbol of 
union, were derived from the national flag of the Netherlands, adopted 
as early as 1582, and which then, as now, consisted of three equal 

horizontal stripes, symbolic of the 

~ 
IT "OIU' c .... .T.,....".c .... 

UNION OR JeI"Ot COL.O., .," 

rise of the Dutch republic from 
the union at Utrecht. 

The stripes on this flag were at 
first orange, white, and blue, the 
orange in chief. In 1650, after 
the death of William II., a red 
stripe was substituted for the 
orange, and the flag remains with­
out other change to this day. 
Hudson, the first to display a 
European flag on the waters of 
New York, and the explorer of 
the river bearing his name, sailed 
up the river in 1609, under the 
Dutch East India flag, which was 
the same as above described, with 
the addition of the letters 'A. O. C.,' 
"Algemeene Oost Indise Compag­
nie," in the centre of the white 
stripe. This was the flag of the 
colony of Manhattan established 

under the auspices of the Dutch East India Company, until 1622. 
When the government fell into the hands of the Dutch West 

India Company, the letters 'G. W. C.,' "Geoctroyeerde We&t-Indische 
Compagnie," were put in the white stripe in place of the letters 
• A. O. C.' This was the dominant flag (with the change of the orange 
stripe for a red one in 1650) until 1664, when, on the island's sur­
render to the English, the union jack of England supplanted the tri­
color of Holland, and the name of • New Amsterdam' was changed to 
• New York.' 1 In July, 1673, the Dutch Br:,aain took possession of the 
city, which they occupied until Nov. 10, 1674, when, by a treaty of 

1 Valentine', Manual Common Council, New York, 1863. 
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peace between England and Holland, the cross of St. George was re­
hoisted over the city. 

"From Holland," argues a writer, "came the emigrants who first 
planted the seeds of civil and religious lib­
erty and popular education in the Empire 
State, and from Holland more than any 
other land came the ideas of a federal 
union,1 which binds together the Ameri­
can States. From Holland, whither per­
secution bad driven them, also embarked 
the Pilgrim Fathers, to land upon our win­
ter-swept and storm and rock bound coast. 

Dutch Welt India Flag. The rights for which Holland so long strug-
gled, and so ably portrayed by Motley in his • History of the Rise 
of the Dutch Republic,' are identical with those which the thirteen 
colonies 80 successfully maintained. What more likely, then," says this 
reasoner, "that in adopting a device for a union flag our fathers should 
derive the idea from a country to whose example they were already 
80 much indebted." 

A more commonplace origin for the stripes has been suggested. 
The continental army of 1775 was without uniforms, and the different 
grades were distinguished by means of a stripe or ribbon. The daily 
view of these, the only distinguishing marks of rank, would naturally 
suggest the same device for representing the United Colonies.' 

1 The United Provinces of the Netherlands on their independence devised for their 
lltandaro the national lion of FlandeJ'8 [rampant gtI], graspillg in his paws a sheaf of seftll 
arrows tn', to denote the seven provincea, and a naked sword, which bad been borne by 
the counts from the eleventh century. The shield of the arms was cuure biUetee, and the 
whole achievement was charged upon the white of the Bag. 

S Sarmiento's History of our Flag, 1864. The oroeJ'8 to which he refeJ'8 are to be 
round ill American Arehives, 4th series, vol ii. p. 1738, viz. :-

.. HUD-QUARTERS, CAMBRIDGE, July 23, 1775. 

.. Parole, • Brunswick.' Countenign,' PriDceton.' 

.. As the contillental army have, unfortunately, no uniforms, and conaequt'ntly Inany 
inconveniences must arise from not beillg able always to distinguish the commissioned 
oOicera from the non-commiaaioned, and the non-commiseioned from the privates, it is 
desired that .ome hedges of distinction may be immediately provided; for instance, the 
field-ofliceJ'8 may have red or pink cockades in their hats, the captaina yellow or buff, and 
the subalterns green. They are to furnish themselves acconliDgly. The eergeanta may 
be distiDguished by an epaulette or stripe or red cloth lewed upon the right shoulder; the 
corporals, by one of green. 

.. HUD-QUARTERS, CAMBRIDGE, July 24, 1775 • 

.. Parole, • Salisbury: Countenip,' Cumberland.' 

.. It being thought proper to distinguish the majoJ'8 from brigadiers general by .orne 
particular mark,. for the future ~or·generala will wear a broad purple ribbon." 
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Without far seeking for the origin of the stripes upon our flag, it • 
is possible that the stripes on his own escutcheon suggested them 
to the mind of Washington. They were also one of the devices on 
the flag of the troop of light horse which accompanied Washington 
from Philadelphia to New York, when proceeding to assume com­
mand of the army at Cambridge, where they were first shown; and ~ 
it may be that these lists, as they were sometimes called, were adopted " 
as an easy expedient for converting the red ensigns of the mother / 
country, by an economical method, into a new flag, representing the / 

union of the American colonies against 
ministerial oppression, when not quite 
ready to give up their loyalty to the 
"king's colors," which they retained on 
the new ensign. 

It required the addition of the" new 
constellation" to render the stripes sig­
nificant, and give a poetic life and na­
tional character to the flag. 

When the Virginia convention at 
Williamsburg instructed its delegates in 
Congress, May 15, 1776, three weeks be­
fore the Declaration of Independence, 

Reduced Fae-elmlle of W'ublDltou·. "to declare the United Colonies free and 
Book-plate. independent States, absolved from all al-

legiance to dependence upon the crown and parliament of England, 
and to propose a confederation of the colonies," there was a great 
civil and military parade, when, according to an eye-witness, "the 
union flag of the American States" waved upon the Capitol dur­
ing the whole ceremony.1 This could have been no other than the 
flag inaugurated by Washington at his camp at Cambridge in J an­
uary. 

In July, 1776, a committee, consisting of Generals Sullivan and 
Greene and Lord Stirling, was appointed to devise a system of signals 
to be hoisted on the Highlands of Neversink, to give the earliest in­
telligence of the enemy's approach. They proposed that, for any num­
ber of ships from one to six, and from six to twenty-two, and for any 

1 Niles', American Revolution, pp. 251, 252. The toasts at the IIOldiers' banquet 
were: lilt, .. The American independent States;" 2d, co The grand Congress of the United 
Stala and their reepeetive legislatures;" 3d, .. General Washington, and victory to the 
American ann&" Th_ touts were accompanied by salutes of artillery and leu de joiu of 
anall·~. 

15 
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. greater number, three large ensigns with broad stripes of red and white 
should be hoistecl.l 

Colonel Rud. Ritzema, addressing the members of the New York 
Congress, May 31, 1776, says that, the day before, it was given out in 
general orders that General Putnam had received a letter from Gen­
eral Washington, requesting all the colonels at New York to immedi­
ately provide colors for their several regiments j and he asks that Mr. 
Curtinius may have directions to provide a pair for his regiment, of 
such a color and with such devices as shall be deemed proper by the 
Congress j i. e., New York Provincial Congress. II 

On the 4th of July, 1776, after various amendments, the Declara­
tion of Independence from Mr. Jefferson's pen was adopted. The 
document was authenticated, like other papets of Congress, by the 
signatures of the President and Secretary, and, in addition, was signed 
by the members present, with the exception of Mr. Dickenson, of 
New York, who, as Mr. Jefferaon bas testified, II refused to sign." It 
did not bear the names of the members of Congress as they finally 
appeared upon it. Souie days after the Declaration had thus passed, 
and had been proclaimed at the head of the army, it was ordered to be 
engrossed on parchment, and signed by every member j and it was not 
until the 2d of August that these signatures were made. It is this 
copy or form which has been preserved, as the first-signed paper does 
not exist, and was probably destroyed.· 

No person actually signed the Declaration on the 4th of July. Mr. 
Read, whose name appears among the signers, was then actually 
&e,crainst it j and Morris, Rush, Clymer, Smith, Taylor, and Ross, whose 
names also appear, were not members on that day, aud were not ap­
pointed delegates until the 20th of July. Thornton, of New Hamp­
shire, who entered Congress in November, then placed his name upon 
it, and Judge McKeen, who was present, and voted for it, did not sign 
until after his return from Washington's camp. It is said that, by a 

I LiCe of General Nathaniel Greene, voL i. 
s American An-hive8, 4th aeries, voL vi. p. 634, and on page 637 is the order he refers 

to, viz.:-
II After Orders, May 31, 1776-

II General Washington has written to General Putnam desiring him in the moat press­
ing terms to give positive orders to all the colonels to have colors immediately completed 
for their respective regiments." 

In a letter to General Putnam, dated May 28,1776, Washington add!, in a postscript, 
II I desire you '11 speak to the Beversl colonels, and hurry them to get their colors done." 
- W'atlt.ingtql& Letter" B, vol. i. p. 316. 

I E. A. Pollard, in Lippincott's Magazine, July, 1872. 
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secret resolution, no member of the first year should hold his seat in 
Congress until he became a subscriber.1 

The first l~rrislation of the Continental Congress on the subject of 
a federal navy was on the 18th of October, 1775, and cruisers were 
about that time equipped and sent to sea on a three months' cruise, 
uuder the pine-tree flag, but without any provision for a national en­
sign. Two days later, Oct. 20, 1775, Washington writes to Colonel 
Glover and Stephen Moylan. "Please fix upon some particular flag, 
and a signal by which our vessels may know one another. What do 
you think of a flag with a white ground, a tree in the middle, the 
motto, C Appeal to Heaven...' This is the flag of our floating batteries. 
We are fitting out two vessels at Plymouth, and when I next hear 
from you on this subject I will let them know the flag and the signal, 
that we may distinguish our friends from our foes.":1 

Mr. Moylan replies: "The schooner sailed this morning. As they 
had none but their old colors, we appointed them a signal that they 
may know each other by, and be known to their friends, - as the en­
sign up the main topping lift." a 

Before the close of the year, and before the grand union flag raising 
at Cambridge, a regular navy of seventeen vessels, varying in force 
from ten to thirty-two guns, was ordered, a general prize lawestab­
lished, the relative rank of military and naval officers regulated, and 
Esek Hopkins, Esq., appointed commander-in-chief of the naval forces 
of the embryo republic. At the same time, Dec. 22, 1775, captains 
were commissioned for the purchased vessels. and first, second, and 
third lieutenants appointed to each. Under the same law the pay of 
the commander-in-chief of the fleet was fixed at one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars a month. Such was the humble beginning of a 
national naval organization. Cruisers armed and equipped by and 
holding commissions from the several colonies had been fitted and 
continued to be sent out for some time after under their colonial or 
State flags. and probably continued to fly them until the close of the 
war. 

The floating batteries of Pennsylvania, in the Delaware, carried the 
pine-tree flag in the autumn of 1775. According to the English 
newspapers, privateers throughout the year 1776. wearing a flag 
of this description, were captured and carried into British ports. 
The Yankee Hero was captured under these colors in June. Com-

1 Watson'. Annals or PhUadelphia. I Washington's Letters, B, voL i. p. 84-
• Waahington's Letten, voL vii. p. 106. 

Digitized by Goog Ie , 



228 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE 

modore Tucker has related that he hoisted them on the Franklin in 
January, 1776, and under them captured the ship George and brig 
Arabella. 

Dec. 21, 1775. The province of North Carolina authorized three 
armed vessels to be fitted out with all despatch for the protection of 
the trade of that province. 

Nov. 11, 1775. The South Carolina Colony schooner Defence, pro­
ceeding to sink some hulks in Hog Island Creek, Charleston Harbor, 
was fired at by the king's ships Tamar, of sixteen, and Cherokee, of 
six guns. Fort Johnson discharged some 26-pounders at the king's 
ships. 

Nov. 14,1775. Clement ~mpriere was appointed captain of the 
ship Prosper, fitting and arming for South Carolina, and other officers 
were appointed to her. 

Throughout October, 1776, the navy board of South Carolina made 
various provisions for a State navy, and commissioned officers for it 
and vessels.1 

Dec. 20, 1775. A committee was appointed by the New York 
Provincial Congress to purchase and equip a proper vessel for the 
defence of the East River, her cost not to exceed £600. . 

Jan. 22, 1776. The Committee of Safety of the Provincial Con­
gress of New York wrote to the delegates from New York to the Con­
tinental Congress, that they are informed by one of those delegates 
that the Continental Congress will take into the continental service 
the sloop Sally, purchased December 20 by Colonel McDougall for 
the defence of the colony for £325, and request, " Should it so be de­
termined, her flag should be described to them," - showing that at that 
time the New York Committee of Safety were not informed what the 
continental flag was.' 

April, 1776, the Massachusetts Council passed a series of resolu­
tions providing for the regulation of the sea service j among them was 
the following:-

II Resolved, That the uniform of the officers be green and white, and 
that they furnish themselves accordingly, and that the colors be a 
white flag with a green pine-tree, and the inscription, C An appeal to 
Heaven.'" 

The following order to the commander of one of these State cruisers 
was issued later in the year:-

1 American Archives, voL U. 6th aeries, pp. 1828-1829. 
I American Archives, voL iv. 'th sene.. 
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"&au oj JfauacAUidtI Bag to, J OBN CLONSTON, OfYIIIfll4tuUr 01 1M Sloop 
Fre«lom, iA 1M ~ ollJ(Jid Sta.te. 

"You are hereby directed and commanded to repair, with the vessel 
under your command, to the harbor of Boston, in company with the sloop 
Republick, commanded by John Foster Williams, now in Dartmouth, and 
there to await the further orders of the council 

" By order of the major part of the council, the 4th of September, 1776. 

"SAllUEL AnAJIS, &cretarg. 

"Rduru 01 o.ffl«r. 03 board 1M arm«llloop called 1M Freedom, tDMreoI 
JOHN CLON8TON" C01I&mtJncier :-JOHN CLON8TON, captai",; JAKES SOO'l"I', 
jlrlt lieutenant; TUloTHY TOBBY, I«07Ul lieutmant. In council, Sept. 4, 
1776, read and ordered that the above officers be commissioned agreeably to 
their respeeti ve rank. 

"SAKUEL ADAJIS, Secretl1.r1." 

Philadelphia, June 6, 1776. Two privateers belonging to this port 
have taken three very valuable ships bound from Jamaica to London, 
laden with rum, sugar, molasses, &c., having also a large quantity of 
dollars and plate on board. We hear that on board of the above ships 
there were several very fine sea-turtles, intended as a present to Lord 
North, one of which, with his lordship'S name nicely cut in the shell, 
was yesterday presented by the captain to the worthy president of the 
.American Congress. 

June 29, 1776, an ordinance passed the Virginia Convention estab­
lishing a. board of commissioners to superintend and direct the naval 
affairs of that colony.l ' 

Senior of the five first lieutenants of the new continental navy 
stood John Paul Jones, who was commissioned to the Alfred, then in 
the Delaware, designed to be the flag-ship of the commander-in­
chief, Esek Hopkins, and of which Dudley Saltonstall, Esq., was the 
captain. , 

Paul Jones has recorded that • the FLAG OJ' AMERICA' was hoisted 
by him, .. by his own. Mnd," 2 on board the Alfred,8 and adds, .. being 
the first time it was ever displayed by a regular man-of-war." From 

1 American Archives, vol. vi. 'th aeries, p. 1598. 
I IrIaekenzie', Life of J. Paul Jones, vol. i. P. 22; J. F. Cooper's Life of Jones, 

p. 17; Emmons', United States Navy, 1775-1853; Sands', Life of Jones, p. 88, who 
adds, .. He does not mention the date or this transaction, DOl has the present compiler heeD 
able to fix it." 

a All the commissions for the .A1Cred were made out before those for the ColumbU& 
Sands', Life of Jones, p. 85. 
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this we may infer it had been previously displayed by some of the 
State cruisers. 

In a letter to Robert Morris, dated Oct. 10, 1783, Jones says: <t It 
was my fortune, as the senior first lieutenant, to hoist the • flag of 
America' the first time it was displayed. Though this was but a 
light circumstance, yet I feel for its honor more than I think I should 
have done if it had not happened" 

In a letter to Baron Vander Capellan, Jones says: <t America has 
been the country of my fond election from the age of thirteen. When 
I first saw it, I had the honor to hoist with my own hands the flag of 
freedom, the first time it was displayed on the Delaware; and I have 
attended it with veneration ever since on the ocean." 

Jones's commission is dated the 7th of December, but as the flag is 
said to have been hoisted for the first time when the commander-in­
chief embarked on the Alfred, and his commission was not issued 
until the 22d of December, it would seem probable either that Christ­
mas or New Year's day would be selected· for its display. The latter 
would bring its ho~ to the same date as the raising of the union 
flag in the lines of the army at Cambridge. 

Could· the log-book of the Alfred referred to in the following letter 
be found, the precise date when Jones hoisted the flag of America 
would be known. 

"CAPl'AIN JONES TO CoLONEL TILLINGHAST. 

"SLOOP PBOVIDL"fCB, JUDe 20,1776. 

II Sm, - I have made 80 many unmccessful attempts to convey the }1y 
past Fisher's Island, that I have determined to give it up, aud pursue my 
orders for Doeton. . When I arrive there I will transmit you my letter of 
attomey; in the mean time you will singularly oblige me by applying to 
the admiral for an order to receive for me a copy of the Alfred's log-book, 
which I had made out for my private use before I left the ship, and which 
was unjustly withheld from me when I took command of the sloop, by the 
ill-natured and narrow-minded Captain Saltonstall When the' old gentle­
man was down here he promised to order that my copy should be delivered ; 
but when my lieutenant applied for it, the master of the Alfred told the ad­
miral a cursed lie, and said there was no copy made out. On inquiry, you 
will find that Mr. Vaughan, the mate of the Alfred, made out the copy in 
question for me before I went to New York. 

"I should not be 80 particular, did I not stand in absolute need of it 
before I can make out a fair copy of my journal to lay before the Congress, 
for I was 80 stinted in point of time in the Alfred, that I did not copy a 
Bingle remark; besides, it is a little hard that I, who planned and superin-
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tended the log-book, should not be thought worthy a copy, when a midshi~ 
man, if he pleases, may claim one. I take it for granted that you will receive 
the book; I must therefore beg you to send it, if possible, to me at Mr. John 
Head's or Captain J. Bmdford's, Boston. Regard not the expense, I will 

il 
with esteem, YOTIf very humble 

for which FHrnor is claimed 
to wear the flag of America,' as weH as the standard or of the 
first naval commander-in-chief, was originally a merchant vessel called 
the Black Prince. She arrived at Philadelphia from London under 
the command of Captain Barry, October 13,1 and was purchased and 
armed by the committee. According to our present ideas, she was a 

though a stout nlass at that 
n""","+,~ h~frnnnders on her from one to 

,~"''''+",~ heck and forecasttn, n~nptured, in 177h, 
and Ceres, her her as 
a single deck, rhar deck battery, 

of shot thrown from her entire battery or both broadsides was not 
equal to the weight of a single shot thrown by one of our modem 
monitors. Such have been the changes in naval warfare within a 
hundred years. 

I have said that Christmas or New Year's day was probably sa-
h+lirting the flag ot there is evidnnne 

least a continent+tl heisted over the 
December, beforn officers of OUr 

e,++mmissioned A n+lhree~red to the Earl 
tnnm 'Maryland, , says: "Their 

spring will swann with privateers: an admiral is appointed, a court 
established, and on the 3d inst. [December] the continental flag on board 
the Black Prince opposite Philadelphia was hoisted." 2 Another let­
ter to a friend in England says: "The Black Prince [Alfred], a fine 
vessel, carries a flag, and mounts from twenty to thirty 12 and 16 
++1lfJ+TIfden'+, lrn'+ides swivels, a++h underdeck" 

bOWD with hag Jones calls 
tb+Jngh there are ,+upposing it thn 

PriDce. Camp'+1lfn, t'almouth f'rom rw.",,,,,2''''''o 

a-ue, Feb. 8, 114'+, HBI another ship of 
there is a mistake of dates. A veuel called the Black Prince was one oC the Salton.sta1l 
expeditioD, and was burnt by the enemy. 

I See letter signed B. P., Niles'. American Revolution, Baltimore, 1822, p. 641. 
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ftag of thirteen stripes displayed at Cambridge on the 2d of January. 
and identical with the" union flag" displayed by the Virginia Con­
vention in May. 

In the day-signals for the fleet to the several captains in the fleet, as 
sailing from the capes of Delaware. Feb. 17, 1776. the signal for the 
Providence to chase was a "St. George's ensign with stripes at the 
mizzen peak." For a general attack, or the whole fleet to engage, 
.. the standard at the maintop masthead with the striped jack and en­
sign at their proper places." This standard was probably the rattle­
snake flag mentioned elsewhere. The striped jack may have been a 
flag of thirteen stripes. with a rattlesnake undulating upon it.l 

1 The following are these orders in full, taken from American Archives, ,th Beries, 
Yol. iv. P. 179, &c. They are undoubtedly the first signals used by our navy. 

OaDEBS GIVEN TUB 8aTEaAL CAPTAIN8 IN TUB FLEET AT 8A.ILlNG nOK TUB CAPD 

01' TUB DBLAW.uur, FEa. 17, 1776. 

SIR, - You are bereby ordered to keep company with me, if poasible, and truly ob­
BelTe the signals given by the ship 1 am in; but in C8B6 you should be Beparated in a gale 
of wind or otherwise, you then are to use all poasible meana to join the fleet as lOOn as 
possible; but if you cannot, in four days after you leave the fleet you are to make the 
beat of your way to the aouthern part of Abaco (one of the Bahama islanda) and there 
wait for the fleet fourteen days. But if the fleet doea not join you in that time, you are 
to cruiae in auch places as you think will moat annoy the enemy. And you are to Bend into 
port, for tria.l, all British vessels, or property, or other -Is, with any supplies for the 
ministerial forces, who you Inay make yourself Dl88ter of, to such places aa you Inay think 
beat within the United Colonies. In C8B6 you are in any great danger oC being taken, you 
are to destroy theae orders and your aigna1a. 

SIGNALS I'OR TUB AKDICAN FLJtET BY DAY. 

J1qr _iliAg: Loose the foretopaail, and sheet it home. 
pqr weighing and cuming to _a: Loose all the topsails, and sheet them home. 
Fur 1M JI«l to tmt1&or: Clew up the maintopaail, and 110ist a weft in the ensign. 
Fur «dRg II '""""" -Z: Hoist the ensign, and lower and hoist it aa many times aa 

JOU see vessele, allowing two minutes between each time. 
pqr cM.ftng: For the whole fleet to cbaae, a red pendant at the foretopmaat held. 
To gilJt owr 1M e1IoM: A white pendant at the Coretopmaat head. 
Fqr 1M Ooluminl.t to e1IoM: Strike the broad pendant half rout, to be answered by a 

weft in the ensign, and making sail. 
To e1IoM to wiu_lI: Hoist the ensign, lowering the pendant at the same time; if 

to leeward, not. 
To giN owr 1M e1IoM: A white pendant at the foretopmaat head, and if at a great 

distance, lire a gun at the same time. Thia Inay serve for any of the v-ts to give over 
the chase and return to the fleet. 

Fqr 1M AftIirettI1Juri4 to e1IoM: A Dutch flag at the foretopmaat head. 
To e1IoM to willdllJGfd: Hoist the ensign, lowering the pendant at the same time ; if 

to leeward, not. 
To giN owr 1M e1IoM: A white pendant at the foretopmaat head, and if at a great 

distance, lire a gun at the same time. 
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A contemporary account says that, in the succeeding Febmary, 
Admiral Hopkins sailed from Philadelphia with the American fleet, 

For 1M CG6at to tAcu8: A white Bag at the Coretopmast head. To chase to windward, 
k, aaabove. 

For 1M ~ to tAcu8: A St. George's ensign with stripes at the mizzen peak. 
To chase to windward, aa above. 

For 1M Fly to cAcus: A Dutch Bag at the maintopmast head. To chase to windward, 
k,aaabove. 

For 1M HtJr'MI. to tAcu8: A red pendant at the maintopmaat head. To chase to wind. 
ward, k, aa above, 

For 1M W'up to tAcu8 : A Dutch Bag at the mizzen peak. To chase to windward, "e., 
aaabove. 

For II GfmmJl .A.UIJdc, or 1M wlloU Flul to mgage. 
n. allliani at the maintopmoat head, with the Itriped jack and muip at their 

poper p1acea. 
To dVmgtlge alllll_ mto II Iq'UIJIlnm: A white Bag at the ensign atafJ', and the 

... into a weft for every veasel to make the beat of their way off from the enemy for 
their own preaervation. 

Fur Gll captaiu to _ 1m lIoani 1M Commodore: A red pendant at the ensign staff. 
To 8p«J/c wit 1M Columblu: A white pendant at the mizzen topmast head. 
To .,u tI'itA 1M .A.lldmo Doria: A Dutch Bag at the mizzen topmBBt head. 
To rpeal& VJit,\ 1M Gbbot: A weft in a jack at the mizzen topmaat head. 
To ."eak VJit,\ 1M ~: A white Bag at the mizzen topmast head. 
To sptaI& VJitA 1M Fly: A Dutch Bag at the ensign atafJ'. 
For -1/ _I in '1M Jl«I tMt _"'" to 8pmI& VJitA 1M CommodonI: A weft in the en· 

Iign, and if in diatreaB, accompanied with two guns. 
To IAlI iwto II liM abmuC: A red pendant at the mizzen peak. 
To IGll iftl.o II liM GIMGd: A white pendant at the mizzen peak. 
For fII«tiRg afte1' II 8epIJ1'fJIim\: A weft in an ensign, at the maintopmast head, to be 

&lllWered with the same, and clewing up the maiutop gallant sail, if they have any set. 
For 1M rlaip ~ to tAcu8: A red pendant at the mizzen topmast head. To 

chase to windward, aa before. 
To 8p«J/c VJit,\ tIM rlaip ~: A weft in the ensign at the ensign &taft 

Among the signal Bags to be used by the fleet under Abraham Whipple, commodore 
eommanding, given under his baud on board the continental frigate, Providence, Nan. 
taaket Roads, Nov. 22, 1779, are mentioned:-

.A tmltiMlltGl euip. .A. DukA jade 11M euign. .A rtripecZ JIag, G1itl 

.A -'i1leRlal jade. .A toAiU e7IIigI&. .A. wAite jade • 

.A nd e7IIigI&. 

Among the signala preacribed to be observed by commanders in the continental navy, 
and iaIIled by order of the Marine Committee, Jan. U, 1778, are mentioned aa to be 
ued,-

.A .I"nIlIel& jade aM .A COIttiftllfltal jade. 

Colonel Reigart, in his unreliable pamphlet, assigns a particular Bag to each veasel of 
this aquadron, - but without giving any authority for his statement, an(l in all my reo 
sarehee I have neTer found any, - which is, viz. : that II the Alfred carried a pine·tree Bag, 
preeented by Connecticut; the Columbus, the red cross of St. George, presented by Ver. 
mont; the Andrea Doria, the white CJ'OII8 of St. Andrew, presented by Philadelphia; the 
Cabot, a white &ilk pine-tree Bag from COllDectieut; the Providence, st. Andrew's croaa, 
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"amidst the acclamations of thousands assembled on the joyful occa­
sion, under the display of the union ftag. with thirteen stripes in the 
field, emblematical of the thirteen United Colonies." 

The first achievement of this squadron was the capture of New 
Providence, and a writer from thence to the • London Ladies' Maga­
zine,' under date May 13, 1776, mentions that the colors of the Amer­
ican 6eet were .. striped tmder flu union, with thirteen stripes, and their 
standard [admiral's 6ag] a rattlesnake; motto, < Don't tread on me.'" 

This confirms my opinion that • the 6ag of America' was no other 
than the grand union 6ag of Cambridge, and that the commander~in­
chief's 6ag was the yellow flag presented by Colonel Gadsden, and 
heretofore described. 

At the Naval Academy, Annapolis, there is preserved a mezzotinto 
engraving of "Commodme Hopki7f8, co71l/mat/l,der-im.-cAiej oj tM .A.merlean 
jIut, published tU tIu law directs, 22d August, 1776, by Thomas Hart, 
London, which has been transferred to glass and colored" 1 I have a 
copy of this mezzotinto from which the illustration has been engraved' 
The commodore is represented in the naval continental uniform,' with 

p_ted by Rhode Island; the Hornet, the yellow silk flag of Virginia, with rattlesDake; 
the Wasp, the yellow silk flag of South Carolina, with a crescent, a lIMYer, a rattle­
make, and motto, • Don't tread on me ;' the despatch vel8el Fly, lIMring a blue flag with 
red Cl'OI8 of St. George." As these ~ were not fitted out or equipped by the colo­
nies to which he assigns them, without further authority his statement with reprd to 
the flags cannot be credited. 

1 There are extant other copies or this engraving. C. J. Bushnell, Eaq., of New 
York, has one. It is inscribed like the other, 22d August, 1776. Hon. J. R. Bartlett, 
of Pnnidence, &lao has a copy. Mr. BlIIhnell has a similar engraving of Charles Lee, 
which has over a cannon a fIag·staff, attached to which is a white flag bearing the motto, 
"A" Appeal to H __ " This engraving is inscribed, "C1Iarlu Lee, Brq., major-general 
of th/! continental forces in America. Published as the act directs Oct. 81, 1775, by C. 
Shepherd. Thomtinson, pinxt." Mr. Bushnell has also a similar engraving or General 
Gates, which emibits at his right hand a flag with thirteen black bal'8 and thirteen white. 
I t is inscribed, "Horatio Gates, Eaq., major-general of the American forces. London, pub­
lished as the act directs, Jan. 2, 1778, by John Morris." I have seen a colored copy or 
this engreving, in which General Gates is dreased in a red coat with white or bull' facing, 
and the thirteen blllck bare on the Bag are painted red. 

I Seep. 222. 
• This, the fbst uniConn of the continental D&?y, WIll prescribed by the Marine Com­

mittee, just two weeks after the date or this engreving. 

U"'if- 01 Na"1l Gild JlGriru Ofliun. 
IN MAJUNB CO)()(In'EB, PBILADIW'BIA, Sept. 5, 1776-llIIol.., That the uuifOl'lD or the oflioera or the D&?y in the U"W 8I.aIM be as fol­

lows :-
G'aplailU: Blne cloth with red lapels, alash eufI', stand-np collar, flat yellow 'bat­

toni, blu breeches, red waistcoat with yellow lace. 
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a drawn sword. At his right hand there is a flag of thirteen stripes with 
a snake undulating across them, and underneath it the motto, "Don't 

~m.: Blue with red lapels, a round cull' Caced, stand-up collar, yellow but­
toua, blue breeches, red waistcoat, plain. 

JI/JIIn': Blue with lapels, round cuJl', blue breeches, and red waistcoat. 
JlUUI&iPJll'1f': IDue lapelled coat, a round cull' faced with red, stand-up collar, with 

red at the button and button-hole, blue breeches, and red waistcoat. 

U"V- o/IM Jlarine O.fli.cerl. 
A green coat faced with white, round cull', alaahed sleeV81 and pockets, with buttons 

round the cuJI', silver epaulette on the right ehoulder, skirts turned heck, buttons to suit 
the facings. White waistcoat, and breeches, edged with green, black gaiten, and prterB. 
Green ehirte for the m8ll, if they can be procured. 

Extract from the llinutee : 
Joo BROWN, Set:nlu.1'1J • 

..4mericm1 Arc'IWI1u, lith eeries, voL ii. p. 181. 
This uniform does not appear to have been aatiat'actory, fOl" in March, 1777, the DllJor 

part of the captains at Boeton 8fP'8ed upon the Collowing uniform drea for the navy :-

Full DruI/(If' Poll Gbpltliu. 

Dark blue coet, white lining, white cuII's, and narrow white lapels the whole length 
of the waitt. The coats full trimmed with gold laoe or embroidered button-holes; the 
buttons at equal distance asunder on the lapels, the upper part of the lspels to button 
on the upper part of the shoulder, three buttons on each pocket flap, three on each cuft'. 
Stand-up blue collars. White waiatooats, breeches, and Itockinp. Dreaa swords. Plain 
hats with black oockades and gold button. and loopl. Gold epaulettes on the right 
moulder, the figure of a rattlesnake embroidered on the straps oC the epsulettee, with the 
motto. .. /Jma't tread em me." The waistcoat trimmed with gold lace, yellow flat buttons, 
with the impression of the rattlesnake and the motto .. Dfm't tread 01& me" on each of 
them. 

The same as draa coats, with the dill'erence that the undress coats have frock bacb 
and turn-down white collars. 

The l&II1e as for post captains, excepting the laoe and embroidery and the epsulettee. 
and that inateed of the rattlesnake they wear buttons with the impression of an ancbOl". 
Evidently lieutenants were not allowed epaulettes. 

Ulldrtll /(If' LieuU1ta'llll. 

The IIIUIIII U for post captains, excepting the lace, embroidery, and the epaulettee and 
bottons, and that the coata be made ehort, or auch as are uaually called • cou.teu.' 

DruI tIfUl Undra./(If' ltIrUJI,en and JlidMi~ 

The lime as for lieutenants, excepting the lapels, and that they wear tum-doWD col­
lars on their dress and undraa coata. 

The dress and undress for commanders of ehips and veseels under twenty guns to be 
the l&II1e as Cor post captains, excepting the epaulettes. 

Thia uniform proposition I fonnd among the • Paul Jones MS.' in the Congressional 
Library, and ia signed by Captains John Manly, Hector McNeil, Dudley Saltonstall, 
E. Hinman, Joeeph Olney, John Roche, and John Paul Jones, and by Captain McNeil 
for Captain William ThomplOn, and by Captain Olney for Captain Abraham Whipple. 

Evidently thia uniform was adopted by Jones, if by DO one alee; for John AdaIns, 
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tread on me." There is no union to the flag, and it may represent.. 
the striped jack mentioned in his signals to the fleet. Over his left 
hand is a white flag with the Massachusetts pine-tree, and over it the 
words, If Liberty Tree," and under it, 1f.An. .Appeal to God." 

F. J. Dreer, of Philadelphia., has a smaller French engraving, evi­
dently from the same painting, inscribed: If Commodore Hopl...·i:ns, Com­
mandeur en. Ckef des .Amerj: Flotte'O" It is without date, and only 
shows the flag at Hopkins's right hand, which is hoisted on the ensign 
staff of a ship of the line, and has the thirteen red and white stripes, 
without any union, rattlesnake, motto, or other device. The ship has 
pennants at each masthead. In this engraving the left hand of the 
commodore, and ship and flag over it, are not shown.1 

Cooper is of opinion that the flag hoisted by Jones was a pine-tree 
flag with a rattlesnake coiled at its roots, and the motto. Such flags 
were hoisted over the Massachusetts State cruisers, and it is possible 
such a flag was hoisted over the Alfred; but Jones would scarcely 
have called it " the Flag of America.." The proof is certain, however, 
that the squadron sailed under striped ensigns. Whether the stripes 
were red and white, or blue and white, or red, blue, and whitC alter­
nately, seems not certain. A writer in the f Boston Post,' in 1853, 
asserted he had then before him a fae-simile of the flag used by the 
Confederate States from July, 1776, until the adoption of the stars 
and stripes, and that in the union emblem of the stripes there is a 
rattlesnake coiled up and ready to strike, with the usual motto under­
neath. A writer in f Harper's M&.c,aazine,' in 1855, says, without citing 
his authority: If The Alfred was anchored oft' the foot of Walnut Street. 
On a brilliant morning early in February, 1776, gay streamers were 
seen floating from every masthead and spar on the river. At nine 
o'clock a full-manned barge threaded its way among the floating ice 

who was a passenger to L'Orient in the Alliance, Captain Landais, writes in his diary 
at that port, May, 1779 :-

Of After dinner, walked out with Captains Jones and Landaia to see Jones's marines 
dreaaed in the English uniforms, red and white. A number of very active and clever 
sergeants and corporals are employed to teach them the exerciae and manamvre8 and 
marches, &c., after which Jones came on board our ship. This is the most ambitious 
and intriguing ollicer in the American navy. Jones has art and secrecy, and aspirea 
very high. You see the character of the man in his uniform and that or his officers and 
marines, variant fnnn. tIu! "ftVonIl8 utablWwl by 001l!JTU8, - golden button·holes for him· 
self, two epaulettes; marines in red and white instead or green. Eccentricities and 
irregularities are to be expected from him, - they are in his character, they are visible in 
his eyes. His voice is soft and 8till and small; his eye has keennees and wildness and 
softness in it." 

1 Mr. Bushnell has another French engraving or Hopkins, undated. It is in an oval, 
surrounded by emblems, ate-, and under it are the two flags shown in the Hart engraving. 
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to the Alfred, bearing the commodore, who had chosen that vessel for 
his flag-ship. He was greeted by the thunders of artillery and the 
shouts of a multitude. When he reached the deck of the Alfred, 
Captain Saltonstall gave a signal, and Lieutenant Jones hoisted a new 
flag prepared for the occasion. It was of yellow silk, bearing a pine-tree, 
with the significant device of a rattlesnake, and the ominous motto, 
• Don't tread on me.''' This is like the flag presented by Colonel 
Gadsden to Congress, in February, for the use of the commander-in­
chief of the American navy, with the addition of a pine-tree. 

An English writer of the period is quoted by Robert C. Sands, in 
his 'Life of Paul Jones: as saying:-

" A strange flag bas lately appeared in our seas, bearing a pine-tree 
with the portraiture of a rattlesnake coiled up at its roots, with these 
daring words, • Don't tread on me.' We learn that the vessels bearing 
this flag have a sort of commission from a soci.ety of people at Phila­
delphia calling themselves the Continental Congress." 

Miss Sarah Smith Stafford informed me, in 1873, that when she was 
about eleven years old her father took her to New York, where she was 
shown several flags of the era of the Revolution, and well remembered 
seeing one with stripes, and a snake stretched out and partially con­
cealed in grass, with the head a little elevated. This emblem created 
a great impression on her, as she had never seen a snake. 

A letter from Williamsburg, Va., dated April 10,1776, states that 
a British cruiser, the Roebuck, had taken two prizes in Delaware, 
which she decoyed into her reach by hoisting a continental union 
flag. The affidavit of Mr. Berry, master's mate of the ship Grace, 
captured by the Roebuck, confirms the letter.1 

Another letter, from Williamsburg, Va., May 11, 1776,2 describes 
the colors of the American fleet as follows: Ie The colors of the Ameri­
can fleet have a snake with thirteen rattles (the fourteenth budding 11), 
in the attitude of going to strike, with this motto, , Drm't tread on me.' " 

John F. Watson 4 states that the Alliance, frigate, when commanded 

I Pennsylvania Enning Post, June 20, 1776. 
I American Archives, 4th series, vol. vi. P. 420; also Boston Gazette, A pri114, 1777. 

This letteT 00an no signature, but immediately above it and on the same page in • Ameri­
can Archives' there is a letter or the same date rrom Williamsburg, addressed by General 
CbU'les Lee to General Wuhington. 

• The balf-formed additional rattle was said by Franklin to represent the Province of 
Canada, and the wise man added that II the rattles are united together 80 that they can 
never be separated but by breaking to piecea." - CMrt. Sumner', .iMture, 'Are '" (J 

NGtiln&l' . 

• AImals of New York, p. 84. 
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by Jones, bore the" national flag of the coiled-up rattlesnake and 
thirteen stripes. Watson must be mistaken, since the Alliance was 
not launched until 1777, and Jones did not command her until 1779, 
when she must have carried the stars and stripes. On Dec. 17,1779, 
the Dutch admiral at the Texel wrote Jones, asking to be informed 
whether the Alliance was a French or an American vessel; if the first, 
the admiral expected him to show his commission and display the 
French ensign and pendant, under a salute; if an American, that he 
should lose no occasion to depart. The French commiSl3arY of ma­
rine urged him to satisfy all parties by hoisting French colors; but 
Jones refused to wear any other than' the America", flag,' and sent 
word to the admiral that under that flag he should proceed to sea 
whenever the pilot would undertake to carry the ship out. 

Ten days after, on the morning of the 27th of December, Jones went 
to sea, and had the satisfaction of writing to Mr. Dumas, by the pilot: 
"I am here, my dear sir, with a good wind at east, and under my but 
American coiors." Favored by a strong east wind, the Alliance the 
next day passed through the Straits of Dover, with her colors set, run­
ning close to the Goodwin Sands, in full view of the fleet anchored in 
the Downs only three or four miles to leewa..-d. On the 29th she 
reconnoitred the fleet at Spithead, still showing her colors, and on the 
18th of January, 1780, was fairly out of the Channell 

It is claimed for Commodore Barney that he first hoisted 'the 
continental flag' in Maryland. He was appointed second in rank 
to the sloop Hornet, one of Hopkins's squadrqn. A crew had not 
been shipped, and the duty of recruiting fell upon him. Fortunately 
for his purpose, just at this moment a new' American flag,' sent by 
Commodore Hopkins for the service of the Hornet, arrived from Phil­
adelphia, the first that had been seen in the State of Maryland. His 
biographer calls it a star-spangled banner; but that is evidently her 
mistake. The next morning at sunrise Barney unfurled it, to the 
music of drums and fifes, and, hoisting it upon a staff, planted it with 
his own hands at the door of his rendezvous. The sound of the 
martial music, then a novelty in Baltimore, and the still more novel 
sight of the rebel colors gracefully waving in the breeze, attracted 
crowds of all ranks and sizes to the gay scene of the rendezvous; 
and before the setting of the same day's sun the young recruiting 
officer had enlisted a full crew of jolly rebels for the Hornet.' 

That Paul Jones was the first to hoist the new continental flag 

1 Mackenzie's LiCe of Paul Jones, voL i. pp. 252, 253. 
I Life of Commodore Joshua Barney, by Mary Barney. 
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has been doubted; and Cooper remarks, he may have been mistaken: 1 

.. He always claimed to have been the first man to hoist the flag of 
1775 in a national ship, and the first man to show the present ensign 
on board a man-of-war. This may be true or not. There was a 
weakness about the character of the man that rendered him a little 
liable to self-delusions of this nature; and while it is probable he was 
right as to the flag which was shown before Philadelphia, the town 
where COIloar'ess was sitting, it is by no means as reasonable to sup­
pose that the first of the permanent flags [stars and stripes] was shown 
at a place as distant as Portsmouth. The circumstances are of no 
moment, except as they serve to betray a want of simplicity of char­
acter, that was rather a failing with the man, and his avidity for per­
sonal distinction of every sort." 

John Adams, who certainly did not love Jones, writing Elbridge 
Gerry, Vice-President of the United States, from Quincy, Jan. 28, 
1813,S disputes this claim of Jones, and says, with the pride of a 
Massachusetts man: .. Philadelphia is now boasting that Paul Jones 
has asserted in his Journal that' his hand hoisted the first American 
flag,' and Captain Barry has asserted that ' the first British flag was 
struck to him;' now I assert that the first American flag was hoisted 
by Captain John Manly, and the first British flag was struck to him. 
You were not in Congress in 1775, but you was in the State Con­
gress, and must have known the history of Manly's capture of the 
transport which contained the mortar 8 which afterwards, on Dor­
chester Heights, drove the English army from Boston, and navy from 
the harbor." 

He also wrote John Langdon, who was a member of the first 
Marine Committee, Jan. 24, 1813: .. My recollection has been excited 
lately by information from Philadelphia that Paul Jones has written 
in his Journal, 'My hand first hoisted the American flag,' and that 
Captain Barry used to say that the first British flag was struck to 

I Cooper', Life of Paul Jonee, p. 31. 
2 Awn'. LiCe of Elbridge Gerry. 
a The transport brig Nancy, with military stores, BeTeral brass guns, and one mor­

taT, was captured by the echooner Lee, Captain John Manly, of four guns, ten swivele, 
and fifty men, on the 29th of November, 1775. December 8, he captured the ship Jenny, 
of two guns, loaded with provisions, and the brig Hannah,and beat oft' a British echooner 
of eight guns, having two v_Is under convoy. 

Captain Barry did not get to sea in the Lexington until February, 1776. We have 
DO lCCOunt or the flag wom by Manly. It was probably the pine-tree flag. I think 
Jones may retaiu his honors, and for Barry, it can be tmthrully claimed that he was the 
first under the striped flag to capture an armed vessel of the enemy. The fortunate cap­
ture of the Nancy iB calluded to in 0118 or Mr. John Adama'81etterB. 
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him. Both these vain boasts I know to be false, and as you know 
them to be so, I wish your testimony to corroborate mine. It is not 
decent nor just that these emigrants, foreigners of the South, should 
falsely arrogate to themselves merit that belongs to New England 
sailors, officers and men." 

Mr. Langdon replied from Portsmouth, If Jan. 27, 1813, the 
appointment of Manly and his successors must be well known 
throughout the United States. As to Paul Jones, if my memory 
serves me, pretending to say that' this hand first hoisted the Ameri­
can flag,' and Captain Barry, that' the first British flag was struck to 
him.,' they are both unfounded, as it is impressed on my mind that 
many prizes were brought into the New England States before their 
names were mentioned." 1 

The brig Lexington, mounting fourteen 4-pounders, commanded by 
Captain John Barry, has been credited as the first of the new con­
tinental marine to get to sea and to display the striped flag upon the 
ocean. There had been private and colonial marine enterprises and 
cruisers previously, as there were later. Two vessels, the Lynch and 
the Franklin, had been commissioned by General Washington, and 
bad sailed under the pine-tree flag, and two small vessels, the Wasp 
and Hornet, had come around from Baltimore to join the fleet in the 
Delaware; 2 but it was claimed for the Lexington that she was the 
first to get to sea. Cooper, in the early editions of his 'Naval His­
tory,' so asserted; but in later editions he says an examination of the 
private papers of Captain Barry has shown him that Captain Barry 
was actual1y employed on shore or in the Delaware for a short 
time after Commodore Hopkins got to sea. 8 The first regular com­
missioned cruisers, therefore, of the National Navy of the United Col­
onies were those of Hopkins's squadron. The fleet left Philadelphia 
early in January, 1776.' 

1 Life and Works of John Adams, vol. L pp. 28 and 29, where also are his letters to 
Elbridge Gerry, pp. 30, 31. 

I II Tueaday, Jan. 9, 1776. Raolwrl, That a letter be written to Mr. Tilghman in· 
forming him that the Hornet and Wasp are under ordem to sail to the Capes of Dela· 
ware, and that such veaaela as are ready to sail may take the benefit of that convoy. 

II That the committee for fitting out armed vesaela be directed to give ordel'8 to the 
captains of the Hornet and Wasp, to take under their convoy such vNMla as are ready to 
sail." - :.411Urican .ArcAi_, 4th aeries, vol. iv. p. 1637 • 

• Cooper's Naval History, edition 1856. 
, The Naval Committee were authorized by the Committee of Safety of Pennaylvania, 

under date Jan. 1,1776, to engage three pilots of that province to conduct the vease1a 
down to Reedy Island, and the Committee of Safety also authorized the loan of a 
number of men from the armed bodiea of that provinca to navigate the _18 be10Dging 
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The following letter contains an account of its departure for Reedy 
Island :-

"NEWBERN, N. C., Fllb. 9, 1776 • 

.. By a gentleman from Philadelphia, we have received the pleasing ac­
count of the actual sailing from that place of the first American fleet that 
ever swelled their sails on the Western Ocean, in defence of the rights and 
liberties of the people of these colonies, now suffering under the persecuting 
rod of the British ministry, and their more than brutish tyrants in America. 
This fleet consists of five sail, fitted out from Philadelphia, which are to be 
joined at the Capes of Virginia by two ships more from Maryland, and is 
commanded by Admiral Hopkins, a most experienced and venerable sea­
captain. The admiral's ship is called the Columbus, after Christopher 
Columbus, thirty-six guns, 12 and 9 pounders, on two decks, forty swivels, 
and five hundred men. The second ship is called the Cabot, after Se­
bastian Cabot, who completed the discoveries of America made by Colum­
bus, and mounts thirty-two guns. The others are smaller vessels, from 
t.wenty-four to fourteen guns. They sailed from Philadelphia, amidst the 
acclamations of many thousands assembled on the joyful occasion, under the 
display of a union flag with thirteen Bt1-ipu in the field, emblematical of 
the thirteen United Colonies; but unhappily for us, the ice in the river Del­
aware as yet obstructs the passage down, but the time will now soon arrive 
when this fleet must come to action. Their destination is a secret, but gen­
erally supposed to be against the Ministerial Governors, those little petty 
tyrants that have lately spread fire and sword throughout these southern 
colonies. For the happy success of this little fleet, three millions of people 
oft'er their most earnest supplications to Heaven." 1 

At Reedy Island, the squadron was frozen up for six weeks, and 
did not leave the Delaware until the 17tb of February.s On the 19th, 

to Congrea down. The Naval Committee'. lllliling orders to Hopkins ars dated Jau. 5. 
1776. - ~merictJ" ~rclIiru, .th aeries, vol. iv. pp. 506 aud 578. 

Wuhington, in his letter to Read, Jau •• , 1776, after describing his raising the union 
Bag at Cambridge, 1Iy&: "I fear your fteet hIS been 80 long fitting out, and the destina. 
tion of it is 80 well known, that the end will be defeated, if the vessel escape." 

1 American Archives, .th aeries, voL iv. p. 96.. John Adams, in a letter from 
.. Quincy, April 13, 1819," writes: .. I lay no serious claim to the title of • Father ofthe 
American navy,' or of auy thing elae except my own family. Have you seen the • History 
of the American Navy,' written by a Mr. Clark aud edited by Mat. Carey r I gave the 
_ Alfred, Columbus, Cabot, and Andrea Doria to the first ships that lIiled under 
the ftag of the United Coloniea." - WatMm', MeD and Tilllu of the .RtIIolutioR. See 
al80 time. 

Adams alludes to the' Naval History of the United States,' by ThoIllBS Clark, a 8000ud 
edition of which, in two volumes, 12mo, was publiBhed in Philadelphia, by M. Carey, 
Jau. 3, ISH. The book is scarce, and hIS long been out or print. The first edition was 
published May 6, 1813. 

a Life or Paul Jones; Hopkins'. Orders to the Fleet; Cooper's Naval History, &eo 
16 
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the Hornet and Fly parted company. The first achievement of the 
squadron under the continental flag was a descent upon New Provi­
dence, where near one hundred cannon and a large quantity of other 
stores fell into its hands. After hoisting the striped flag, and holding 
possession of the place for a few days, Commodore Hopkins left on the 
17th of March, bringing away the governor and one or two men of note. l 

On this occasion, the first that ever occurred in the continental 
navy, the marines, under Captain Nicholas, behaved with the spirit 
and steadiness that has distinguished the corps from that hour down 
to the present time. 

Scattering his small vessels along the sonthem coast, the Commo­
dore, with the remainder of his squadron, arrived off Montauk Point on 
the 4th of April, where he captured a small vessel of six guns, and on 
the 6th engaged the Glasgow, 20, Captain Tyringham Howe, which 
managed to get into Newport, and join the English squadron. 

On the 17th of April, when near the Capes of Virginia, the Lexing­
ton snpported the honor of the continental flag on the seas by captur­
ing, after a close and spirited action, the British brig Edward, mounting 
sixteen 4-pounders, two more than the Lexington. The Lexington 
had only four men killed, while the Edward was cut to pieces, and 
suffered severe loss. The Lexington's career was short, hut glorious. 
The same year, in October, and near the spot where she eDo,aed the 
Edward, she was captured by the frigate Pearl. During the night, the 
Americans overpowered the prize crew, and took the brig to Baltimore. 
where she was recommissioned, and sailed thence, March, 1777, for 
Europe. After her arrival, cruising in company with the Dolphin and 
Reprisal, she was chased by a ship of the line, but escaped into Mor­
laix, where she was seized and detained by the French government 
until September. Immediately after her release she sailed, and the 
next day surrendered to the British man-of-war cut.ter Alert, after an 
action of an hour and a half and a hard chase of four hours, having 
expended all her ammunition. Conquered, not subdued, and unable 
to return her opponent's fire, Captain Johnson, her commander, to save 
the lives of his crew, was compelled to strike her colors. 

When taken, she had been in service about one year and eight 
months. She was the first vessel that bore the continental flag to 
victory on the ocean, and in her short career had fought two severe 
actions under it, was twice taken and once recaptured, was otherwise 
engaged with armed vessels, and captured several prizes. This Lex­
ington of the seas, therefore, occupies the position in our naval annals 

1 Cooper's Naval History. 
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that the Lexington from whence she derived her name does from 
having been the arena of the first conflict of the colonies with England. 

A correspondent in England says: "An American privateer was 
some time since taken by one of our frigates. She carried the conti­
nental colors, which are thirteen red and white stripes j but it was 
observed that this privateer had but twelve stripes in his colors. 
Being asked the reason, he answered that, since we had taken New 
York, the Congress had a province less j and that whenever they lost any 
of the provinces, it was their orders to cut away one of the stripes from 
their colors, 80 that there should be no more stripes than provinces." 1 

It has been suggested, as a reason that a flag emblematic of the 
union of the colonies was not sooner adopted, the adherence of Georgia 
was required to complete their union. On the 6th of July, 1775, 
Georgia, in her Provincial Congress, assented to all measures of re­
sistance, and united with the other colonies against the ministerial 
measures i but the flag with thirteen stripes was not hoisted until 
January, 1776. 

It is not the province of this work to follow the naval events of 
the war only as it is connected with the history of the flag under its 
several phases, and to show where and when it first made its mark 
upon the ocean. '. 

The first American vessel of war to show the continental flag to 
the European world was the Reprisal, Captain Lambert Wickes, a brig 
of sixteen guns. She sailed from home soon after the Declaration of 
Independence. 

A letter from St. Eustatia, dated .. July 27, 1776," mentions her 
arrival there, after an engagement with the Shark, sloop of war, of equal 
force, and that .. the colors which the American showed were a field 
white and yellow, with thirteen stripes." I 

She arrived at Philadelphia, September 17, with Dr. Franklin on 
board as a passenger, and appeared in France in the autumn of 1776, 
bringing in several prizes. The prizes were ordered to quit France 
without delay, and the Reprisal and the Lexington were detained. 
until security was given that they would quit the European seas. 
When released, the Reprisal sailed for America, and foundered on the 
banks of Newfoundland, when all on board perished, with the ex­
ception of the cook. 

Aug. 16, 1776, the Marine Committee directed Captains Jones and 
Hallock, of the continental ships Hornet and Providence, to watch for 

1 Low'. Amonomical Diary, 1777. 
2 American Archives, 5th aeries, vol. i. p. 610. 
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the arrival of the sloop Queen of HUllctrary, bringing arms and ammuni­
tion from Martinico, whose flag was six black bars and six yellow bars. 

In a little work published at Leipsic, entitled I The Historic Gene­
alogical Calendar or Chronicle of the most Memorable Transactions in 
the New World: for 1784, copies of which are in the Mercantile and 
Historical Society Library of New York City, there is a colored rep­
resentation of "the flag and pendant of the thirteen United States 
of North America" The flag bears on its field tllirteen horizontal 
stripes, red, blue, and white, and a canton extending over the first six 
stripes, charged with thirteen white stars, arranged three and two. 
The narrow pendant corresponding, consists of three stripes, red, blue, 
and white, forked red and white at the end, and has a blue chief 
charged with thirteen white stars next the staff, similarly arranged; 
but between this chief and the three horizontal stripes are thirteen 
short perpendicular stripes, red, blue, and white. 

The first vessel to obtain a salute for the continental flag from a 
foreign power was the brig Andrea Doria, Captain Robinson. This 
little brig was purchased prior to the resolution of Dec. 22, 1775, 
and had done some active cruising under the command of Nicholas 
Biddle. She sailed from Philadelphia, September, 1776, and pro­
ceeded at once to St .• Eustatia to procure arms. On her arrival at 
that port, Nov. 16, 1776, she saluted the Dutch flag, and her salute 
was returned by the governor, who was subsequently removed from 
office for his indiscretion.l A letter to the Maryland Council of 
Safety, dated St. Eustatia, Nov. 19, 1776, says, "Captain Robertson, of 
the continental brig Andrea Doria, arrived here three days ago, and 
saluted the fort with eleven guns. The salute was returned by the 
fort with IS-pounders, and the captain most graciously received by 
his Honor the Governor and all ranks of people." "All American 
vessels here now wear the Congress colors." 2 

On her return, the Andrea Doria captured the Race Horse, of 
twelve guns, a vessel of about her own force, and arrived at Philadel­
phia with her prize. When the evacuation of Fort Mifflin gave com­
mand of the Delaware to the British, both these vessels were hurnt, to 
prevent their falling into the hands of the enemy. 

1 In 1876, a pamphlet Willi published in Concord, N. H., entitled • Tbe Stars and 
Stripes: The Flag of the United States oC America, -When, where, and by whom 
WIllI it first saluted r' in which the writer proves the fact of this salute, and considers 
it a salute to the stars and stripes I Of course he is mistaken, 88 the stars were not 
added to the stripes until June, 1777. and did not come into use for some mont.ha 
later. 

a American Archives, vol. ii. lith IOries, p. 760 • 
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In August, 1777, the General Mifttin, commanded by Captain Wil­
liam McNeil, and wearing the • continental colors,' was saluted at Brest, 
much to the indignation of the British ambassador. This is the second 
salute to the continental striped flag of which we have any account.! 

On the 29th of October, 1776, the Continental Congress passed the 
following resolve, though it does not appear upon its journals that 
to that time, or for several months later, there was any legislation 
establishing a national flag: 2_ 

"Ruolvtd, That no private ship or vessel of war, merchant ship, or 
other vessel, belonging to the subjects of these States, be permitted to 
wear pendants when in company with continental ships or vessels of 
war, without leave from the commanding officer thereof. That if any 
merchant ship or vessel shall wear pendants in company with conti­
nental ships or vessels of war without leave from the commander 
thereof, such commander be authorized to take away the pendant 
from the offender. That if private ships or vessels of war refuse to 
pay the respect due the continental ships or vessels of war, the captain 
or commander refusing shall lose his co.mmission." 

This law, says Cooper, in his • Naval History,' who dates it a year 
earlier (1775), "was framed in a proper spirit, and manifested an in­
tention to cause the authorized agents of the government on the high 
seas to be properly respected. It excites a smile, however, that the 
whole marine of the country consisted at that time of two small ves­
sels, that were not yet equipped." 8 He might have added, and before 
any national flag had by legal enactment, so far as the journals of 
Congress show, been prescribed. The official origin of the grand 
union striped flag at Cambridge, and the striped flags worn by the 
fleet of Commodore Hopkins, is involved in obscurity. It is sin­
gular that no mention of their official establishment can be found in 
the private diaries of the times, the official or private correspondence 
since made public of the prominent actors of the Revolution, the 
newspapers of the times, or the journals of the Provincial and Conti­
nental Congresses. We only know, from unimpeached testimony. 

1 In 1863, the Confederate (rebel) cruiser Florida received a return salute from the 
English authorities at Bermuda, but we do not leam that the governor was removed for 
hia indUcretion. 

I Journal of Congreu, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 1776, voL i. p. 531 (edition of Way'" 
Gideon, Wllllhington, 1823). 

I The liat of veasels belonging to the United States Navy, October, 1776, the date of 
the resolve given by Cooper, was: Thirteen veasels of from 32 to 28 guns building, and 
thirleen veaaels in 8ervice; viz., One of 2', one of 20, two of 16, three of U, one of 12, 
two orlO, and three amaUer, - 8U guns. At the same time (Oct. 10,1776), a resolution 
pa-t Congreae defining the relative rank of the twenty-Cour captains then in the navy. 
Cooper's Naval Hiatory, 1856 ed., pp. 57, 58. 
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that there was a striped continental flag, representing the majesty 
and authority of the thirteen United Colonies. 

Flags with different devices and mottoes continued, however, to be 
used by troops in the field. 

At the battle of Long Island, Aug. 26, 1776, the Hessian regiment 
of Rahl saw a troop of some fifty Americans hastening towards them 
with flying colors. Rahl commanded to give fire. The Americans, 
who had lost their way, or had been cut off from their countrymen, 
surrendered, begged for quarter, and laid down their arms. An under 
officer,leaping forward, took away the colors. He was about to present 
them to Colonel Bahl, when General Von Merbach arrived, and was 
about snatching the colors from the under officer's hands, when Rabl 
said, in a tone of vexation," By no means, General; my grenadiers have 
taken those colors, they shall keep them, and I shall not permit any 
one to take them away." A short altercation DOW took place between 
them, and they separated in an angry mood, but the colors remained 
for the present with Rahl's regiment. The captured colors were of 

,red' damask, with the motto, .. Liberty." The Americans took their 
stand at the head of the regiment Rahl, with arms reversed, carry­

American PIag, 
From an old English engraving 

or t.he Battle or White PIAIna, 
Oct. 28, 177a. 

ing their hats under their arms, and fell upon 
their knees, earnestly entreating that their 
lives might be spared) 

I have an engraving of what purports to 
be the battle of White Plains, Oct. 28, 1776, 
which seems to represent the scene above de­
scribed, the Americans carrying a flag of which 
the annexed is a fac-simile. 

That a national flag other than the striped 
continental was not provided until some time 
after the Declaration of Independence, is to 
me certain. William Richards, writing to the 
Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, Aug. 19, 
1776, says, .. I hope you have 8careed what 

sort of colors I am to have made for the galleys, &0., as they are much 
wanted;" and again, Oct. 15, 1776, " The commodore was with me this 
morning, and says the fleet ha.'1 not any colors to hoist if they should 
be called on duty. It is not in my power to get them until there is a 
design fixed on to make the colors by." I 

A letter dated Newport, Oct. 21, 1776, says, on the authority of 

1 Hessian account of the battle or Long Island. Kemoira of Long laland Hiatorical 
Society, vol. ii. pp. 434, 435. 

I Pennsylvania Archives, voL v. pp. 17,46. 
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a Captain Vickery, just arrived from the West Indies: " No vessel 
is sdered to wear English colors in any French port, but continental 
colors are displayed every Sunday, and much admired." 1 A letter 
dated "Southampton, England, Nov. 11, 1776," says, "that the brig 
Kingston, Captain Reveness, this day arrived fourteen days from 
Oporto, and brought advice of sixteen American privateers at Bilboa 
and four at Ferrol, Spain, and that" their. colors are a red field with 
thirteen stripes where our union is placed, denoting the united rebel­
lious colonies." I This would show that .the flags were red, with thir­
teen stripes in a union where we now have stars. 

Boston, Dec. 5, 1776. Captain Barbeoc. in a vessel belonging to 
NeWburyport, bas arrived at Squam from Bilboa, in thirty-three days. 
With him came passenger Mr. George Cabot, of Beverley, merchant, 
who informs that the Spanish and French ports are open to our 
cruisers, and that they permit .Kmerican vessels to carry the American 
flag in their ports. 

In the preceding pages we have established that the earliest flags 
planted on the shores of North America, of which there is any record, 
were those of England; that during the colonial and provincial pe­
riods they were continued in the Anglo-Saxon settlements, with the 
addition of various devices and mottoes, to the time of the grand 
union flag raising at Cambridge, Massachusetts, Jan. 2, 1776, when 
the long-established and well-known red ensign of England, bearing 
in its union the crosses of St. George and St. Andrew, was striped 
in its field with thirteen alternate red and white stripes, emblematic 
of the union of the thirteen colonies against the oppressive acts of 
the ministerial government of the Kingdom of Great Britain, whose 
symbol they nevertheless retained. We now have arrived at the 
period when this last symbol of loyalty was abandoned, and the 
striped union flag of the colonies received added beauty and new 
significance by the erasure of the blended crosses of St. George and 
St. Andrew, and showing in their place a canopy of white stars on a 
blue field, representing a new constellation in the western political 
heavens, an entire separation of the colonies from Great Britain, and 
the advent among nations of a new power, which, by its Declaration 
a few months previous, had solemnly proclaimed a free and indepen­
dent State, under the name of THE UNITED STATES OF AM:ERI~. 

1 American Arehivee, 5th aeriea, vol. L P. 178. 
• American Archivea, 5th eeriea, vol. iii. p. 637. 
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PART III. 

THE STARS AND STRIPES. 

A.D. 1775-1818. 

THEORIES AS TO THE ORIGIN OF THE STARS AND STRIPES 
AS THE DEVICES OF OUR NATIONAL BANNER.. 

1774-1777. • 

THE THIRTEEN STARS AND THIRTEEN STRIPES DURING 
THE REVOLUTION. 

1777-1783. 

THE FLAG OF TmRTEE~ STARS AND THIRTEEN STRIPES. 

1783-1795. 
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1795-1818. 
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.. Thou hast given a lJanner to them that fear thee, that it may be diBplayed because 
or the truth." - &lm.tlx. 4 • 

.. As at the early dawn the &tan! shine forth even whUe it grows light, and then, as 
the BUD advances, that light breaks into banks and streaming lines of color, the glowing 
red and intell88 white striving together and ribbing the horizou with bars effulgent. So 
on the American flag, stars and beams of many-colored light shine out together. And 
where this Bag comes, and men behold it, they see in ita sacred emblazonry no ramping 
lions and no fierce eagle, no embattled castles or insignia of imperial authority: they 
eee the symbols of light. It is the banner of dawn. It means Liberty; and the galley 
slave, the poor oppl'8Bled conacript, the down·trodden creature of foreign despotism, 8888 

in the American Bag that very promise and prediction of God: 'The people which at 
in darlm8BB saw a great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death 
light is sprung np: 

"In 1777, within a few days of one year al'ter the Declaration oC I ndependence, the 
Congrees 'i the Colonies in the Confederated States assembled and ordained this glorious 
national flag which we now hold and defend, and advanced it full high before God and 
all men as the flag of liberty. 

"It was no holiday flag gorgeously emblazoned for gayety or vanity. It was a solemn 
national signal. When that banner first unrolled to the sun, it was the symboloC all 
thoee holy truths and purposes which bronght together the Colonial American Congress I 
• • • Our flag carries American ideas, American history, and American feelings. Begin­
ning with the Colonies, and coming down to our time, in ita sacred heraldry, in ita glo­
rious insignia, it has gathered and stored chiefly this supreme idea: Divi7lil right 0/ 
liberly in mall. Every color means liberty; every thread means liberty; every form of 
etar and beam or stripe of light m88118 liberty: not law1eeaness, not license; but organ­
ized institutional Uberty, -liberty through law, and laws for liberty ! 

"It is not a painted rag. It is a whole national history. It is the Constitution. It 
is the government. It is the free people that stand in the government on the Constitu­
tion:'-Hmary WIJrd IJ.dw', .d.tldrua to '100 COlAplln", oJ the Brookl1l" Fourleellt.\ 
&giment, 1861. 
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PART III. 

THE STARS AND STRIPES. 

THEORIES AS TO THE· ORIGIN OF THE STARS AND STRIPES. 

1774-1777. 

" Flag of the rree heart's hope and home! 
By angel hands to valor given; 

Thy stars have lit the welkin dome, 
And all thy hues were born in heaven. 

For ever float that standard sheet! 
Where breathes the roe but falls berore U8, 

With Freedom's soil beneath our feet 
Aud Freedom's banner streaming o'er us, "-DraR • 

THE earliest suggestion of stars as a device for an American ensign 
prior to their adoption in 1777 is found in the • Massachusetts Spy' 
for March 10, 1774, in a song written for the anniversary of the 
Boston Massacre (March 5). In a flight of poetic fancy, the writer 
foretells the triumph of the American ensign:-

" A ray of bright glory now beams rrom arar, 
The American enllign now sparkles a star 
Which shall shortly flame wide thtough the skies." 

The earliest known instance of the thirteen stripes being used 
upon an American banner is found upon a standard presented to the 
Philadelphia troop of Light Horse in 1775, by Captain Abraham 
Markoe, which is now in the possession of that troop, and displayed 
at its anniversary dinners.1 .As General Washington, when en route 
to take command of the army at Cambridge, accompanied by Generals 
ue and Schuyler, was escorted by this troop of Light Horse from 

1 I had a dim recollection of having seen a lithograph of this standard many years 
before, bat I am indebted to my indefatigable friend, John A. l{cAlliater, Esq., of Phil· 
adelphia, in a letter dated Oct. 26, 1871, for my knowledge of this Bag, which had escaped 
the notice of the previous historians of our flag. 
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Philadelphia, June 21,1775, to New York,l he was doubtless familiar 
with the sight of this standard, and it is possible that it may have 

suggested to him the stri ped 
union flag he raised at Cam­
bridge six months later. 

The first Continental Congress 
assembled at Philadelphia, Sep­
tember, 1774; and on the 17th of 
November twenty-eight gentle­
men of the highest respectability 
and fortunes voluntarily associ­
ated, constitutR.d themselves the 
Philadelphia troop of Light 
Horse, and elected Abraham 
Markoe captain. The members 

8taodald of the Phil&delphla LIght Bone, 1775. equipped themselves at their own 

expense. The uniform adopted by them was a dark brown short­
coat, faced and lined with white; high-topped boots; a round black 
hat, bound with silver cord and a buck's tail Their housings were 
brown edged with white, with the letters 'L H.' worked on them. 
Their arms were a carbine, a pair of pistols in holsters, and a horse- . 
man's sword, with white belts for the sword and carbine. Such was 
the appearance of the troop when it escorted General Washington to 
New York, and afterward fought under this standard at Trenton and 
Princeton. 

1 Sparks's Life of Washington, p. 143, also Bancroft's History of the United States. 
"On the 23d of June, the day after Congress had heard the first rumors of the battle at 
Charlestown, Washington was escorted out of Philadelphia by the Masaachusetts dele­
gates and many others, with music, officers of militia, and a cavalcade of light horse in 
uniform. On Sunday, the 25th, all New York was in motion. Washington, accompanied 
by Lee and Schuyler, under escort of the Philadelphia Light Horse, was known to bave 
reached Newark. On the news that he was to crou the HudllOn, bells were rung, the 
militia paraded in their gayest trim, and at four o'clock in the afternoon the commander­
in·chief, dressed in a uniform of blue, was received at Lispenard's by the maas of in· 
habitants. Drswn in an open carriRg8 by a pair of white horses. he was escorted into 
the city by nine companies of infantry, while multitudes of all ages bent their eyes on 
him from house· tops, the windows, and the streets. That night the royal governor, 
Tryon, landed without any luch popular parade." - Bancroft', HiMury of eM UftiUd 
SI.«Iu. 

"Nov. 21, 1775, Lady Washington was escorted from Schuylkill Ferry into the city 
by the Light Horse," $tc. 

"Nov. 27, 1775, Lady Washington, attended by a troop of horse, two companies of 
light infantry, $te., left Philadelphia on her journey to the camp at Cambridge." - Pml' 
Itlgufrom eM Di4ry of ChrilUJpMr MarM.o.ll, voL L, 1774-77, edited by William Duane, 
pub, Phlla., 1839, 
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Captain Markoe resigned his commission late in 1775, an edict of 
Christian VIIl., king of Denmark, forbidding his subjects to engage 
in the war against Great Britain, under penalty of confiscation of 
their property.l He presented this standard to the troop before his 
resignation, and it was their first standard; this fixes the date of its man­
ufacture in 1775, and prior to the union flag raising at Cambridge. For 
this reason this flag is considered a relic of priceless value by the troop. 

The following minute description of this interesting Revolutionary 
relic is furnished by Mr. Charles J. Lukens, of Philadelphia: 2_ 

"The flag of the Light Horse of Philadelphia is forty inches long 
and thirty-four inches broad. Its canton is twelve and one-half 
inches long, and nine and one-half inches wide. The armorial 
achievement in its centre occupies the proportional space shown in 
the drawing; both sides of the flag exhibit the same attributes. The 
left side shows every thing as if the material were transparent, giving 
the right side entirely in reverse, except the ciphers' L H.,' and the 
motto, " For these we strive." The ciphers. the running vine on both 
sides, tlle cord and tassels, and the fringe, are of silver bullion twist. 
The spear-head and the upper ferrule, taken together eight inches in 
length, are of solid silver. The staff' is of dark wood, in three care­
fully ferruled divisions screwing together. Ten screw rings at irregu­
lar intervals, from two and one-half to three and three-fourths inches. 
are used to attach the flag to the staff by means of a cord laced through 
corresponding eyelets in the flag. 

" The flag is formed of two sides very strongly hemmed together 
along the edges, each side being of two equal pieces attached to­

gether by means of a horizontal seam, 
the material of the flag being a light, 
bright yellow silk, and apparently the 
same tint as that of the present artil­
lery flag of the United States. The 
canton of the flag is ' Barry of thirteen 
azure and argent.' The azure being 
deep ultramarine, the argent silver leaf. 
The achievement in the centre of the 
flag is: Azure, a round knot of three 
interlacings, with thirteen divergent, 

wavy, bellied, double foliated ends or, whereof two ends are in chief, 

1 By-Laws, 1tluster Roll, and Papers of the First Troop of the Philadelphia City Cavalry, 
Philadelphia, 1856; History of the First Troop, 1876. The edict was dated Oct. 4, 1776. 

I Letters of C. J. Lukens, Nov. 6, 1871, March 21, 1872, &:c. Mr. Lukens BaYS the 
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and one in base as per margin. The scrolled edging of the shield is 
gold, with outer and inner rims of silver . 

.. Crest [without a wreath] a horse's head bay, with a white star on 
the forehead, erased at the shoulders, maned sable, bitted and rosetted 
or, and bridled azure. Over the head of the charger is the monogram 
• L H.: for Light Horse, though it has been suggested these letters are 
the monogram of Levi Hollingsworth, who was quartermaster of the 
troop at the battle of Trenton . 

.. Beneath the shield, the motto, • For these we strive: 1 in black 
Roman capitals of the Elizabethan style, on a floating silver scroll, 
upon the upcurled ends of which stand the supporters, Dexter, a 
continental masquerading as an American Indian (probably of the 
Boston tea-party, Dec. 16, 1773), with a bow or, the loosened string 
blue floating on the wind, in his left hand, and in his right a gold 
rod upholding a liberty cap,s with tassel a~Te, the lining silver, head-

first troop have always prized their standard very highly, but never suspected its value 
in the history of the stars and stripes. Since the publication of the first edition of this 
work the flag bas been placed between two plates of glass, and deposited in aa iron fire. 
proof safe, built expressly for its reception in the troop's new armory. 

1 Evidently referring to fame and liberty, represented by the supporters. 
I Many persons entertain a belief that the liberty cap was tirst used in modem times 

as an emblem of freedom by the French in 1790. That this was not the case is proved 
by its being one of the devices on the flag of the Philadelphia 
Light Horse, and by the following resolve: -

.. Philadelphia, AU[J1Ut 31.tt, 1775. At a meeting of the Com­
mittee of Safety, held this day, &selwd, That Owen Biddle pro­
vide a seal for the lise of the bosnl, about the size of a dollar, with 
a cap of liberty, with this motto, • This i:s 111y riglU, and I will fk­
fe7ldit ... • 

The Phrygian Cap. The liberty cap is of Phrygian origin, and belongs to c1assical 
times. It was granted to freedmen as a token of manumission from bondage. The 
Saxons of England used it as their ordinary head·dress, but withont the meaning we 
attach to it. It was on American coins in 1783. The Brygea, a warlike people from 
the southwest shores of the Euxine, conquered the east of Asia ~Iinor, which they called 
• Brigia.· - afterwards changed to PhTtJ'lia. This people distinguished themselves from 
the primitive inhabitants by wearing their national cap as a sign of their independence, 
and it was stamped on their coins. The Romans adopted it, and. when a slave was 
manumitted, placed a small red cap called • a pileus' on his head. proclaimed him a 
freedman, and registered his name as such. When Satumius took the capital in 263, 
he hoisted a cap on a spear to indicate that all slaves who joined him should be free. 
When C&esar was murdel't'd, the conspirators raised a Phrygian cap on a spear as a token 
of liberty. The Goddess of Liberty on the Aventine Mount held in her hand a cap, the 
symbol of freedom. In France. the Jacobins wore a red cap. In England. the symbol of 
liberty is a blue cap with a white border; and Britannia is represented holding such a 
cap on the end of a spear. The American cap of liberty has been adopted from the 
British, and is blue with a white border or bottom on which are thirteen stars. There is 
no positive regulation in regard to it beyond its shape and color, so far as America is 
concerned. . 
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dress and kilt (or ga-ka-ah) of feathers, the former of five alternately 
of dark red and gold, with fillet of crimson. The latter of seven al­
ternately of gold and of dark red. This may be of eight, and then 
it .wonld be 5 + 8 = 13, alternately of dark red and of gold, as the 
gold at least occupies the extreme natural right of the kilt. The un­
certainty arises from age, and the fact that the dependent ends of a 
crimson shonlder sash or scarf worn from left to right with knot at 
the waist bound the left edge of the kilt, which itself is supported by 
a narrow girdle, with pendent loops of gold, and the looped spaces 
red. The quiver is of gold, supported over the right shonlder by a 
btu strap; its arrows are proper. A continental officer's crescent, 
gold, suspended around the neck by a blu string, rests just where the 
clavicles meet the sternum. The mocassins are buff with feather tops, 
I think alternated dark red and gold The Indian has deep black 
hair, but his skin is intermediate between the Caucasian and the abo­
riginal hues, rather inclining to the former, and his cheek is decidedly 
ruddy, almost rosy. He approaches the shield in profile, as does also 
the sinUter supporter, which represents an angel of florid tint, roseate 
cheek, with auburn curly hair, and blue eyes, blowing a golden trumpet, 
with his right hand, and holding in his left a gold rod His wings are 
a light bluish gray with changeable flashes of silver. His flowing robe 
from the right shoulder to the left flank is purple. These supporters not 
being heraldic in position and motion for human or angelic figures, their 
left and right action have the natural and not heraldic significations. 

«This flag is in admirable condition, considering that more than one 
. hundred years have elapsed since it was made. The whole is a model 

of good taste and judgment, and evidences that Captain Markoe spared 
no expense." 

The presentation is not found· chronicled in the Philadelphia papers 
of the time. l 

A lithograph of this flag, presenting a. fair idea of its appearance, 
was pnblished in William Huddy's' Military Magazine,' Philadelphia, 
1839. The picture is accompanied by some spirited lines by Andrew 
McMakin, which are dedicated to it.1 A fine colored representation 

1 The 'Germantown Telegraph,' lOme twenty years ago, stated that the old ftag of the 
first troop of Philadelphia county cavalry was in existence, and said: co It was painted in 
1i7f, at the organization of the corps, and is believed to be the only relic now extant of 
the first ftag adopted by the colonies." A correspondent of the 'Philadelphia Sunday 
Dispatch' eays: "The newspapers or 17H contain nothing about the presentation of 
this flag, nor about the formation of the troop of Light Horse, and I have searched the 
newspapers or 1774 and '75, without finding any mention of the presentation." 

I Theee linea were given in full in the first edition of this book. 
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of the flag is given in the • Centennial History of the Troop,' published 
in 1875. 

On the semi-centennial anniversary of the troop, Nov. 17, 1824, 
this banner was displayed; and David Paul Brown, when called upon 
for a toast, gave impromptu:-

"OUR BANNER! 

For fifty years, at fray or feast, 
O'er deadly foe or gentle guest, 

Triumphantly unfurled I 
And FIFTY more our flag shall wave 
In memory of the Good and Brave 

Who dignified the world, 
And tyranny and time defy 
In freedom's immortality." 

Mr. Lukens considered this flag to bear intrinsic evidence of hav­
ing existed before the invention of the star-spangled banner, .. because 
it has no stars save a white star in the forehead of the horse-head 
used as a crest; it also symbolizes the thirteen colonies by a golden 
knot of thirteen divergent wavy, floating, foliated ends upon a blue 
shield; and although this in itself is a very beautiful type of the 
United Colonies, it never would have been selected for the purpose 
by anybody after the invention of the thirteen stars on blue, equiva­
lent to thirteen stars in the heavens; as tIle latter, being a higher and 
more significant symbol, would instantly have swayed every heart in 
its favor." 1 

Fortunately, solving all doubts as to the early date of this standard, 
William Camac, a great-grandson of Captain Markoe, and at one time 
a lieutenant of the City Troop, discovered among his ancestor's papers, 
in November, 1874, the original bills for designing and painting it, 
and has presented them to the troop. A fac-simile of them will be 
found on the following page. 

The first bill, it will be observed, is for a pair of colors, that is, both 
sides of the standard, which were made separately and sewed together; 
and includes a charge for a • union,' that is, the stripes, showing that 
it was not an after addition, as has been suggested. 

Nothing on these bills fixes the precise date of ordering the flag. 
The bill for designing is dated a week later than the bill for painting, 
and it is reasonable to suppose the standard was completed some' time 
before these bills were presented. Georgia, the thirteenth State to 

1 ~Ir. Lukens's lecture on 'The Heraldry oC the American Flag,' .. reported in the 
, Philadelphia Sunday Dispatch.' 
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join the confederacy, assented in her provincial congress to all the 
measures of resistance, and united with the other colonies on the 

6th of July, 1775, three months earlier, though her delegates did not 
take their seats in Congress until September; and the thirteen blue 
and white stripes on the union of this flag may have symbolized those 
events, or anticipated them. And it may be that it was borne by the 
troop when it accompanied Washington, June 21, 1775, from Phila­
delphia to New York, when, being a new flag and device, it would 
naturally have attracted his attention. Colonel Joseph Reed, his 
military secretary, was at that time a resident of Philadelphia, and 
had doubtless opportunities of seeing the flag carried by the troop. 
and he may have suggested the stripes to Washington. This con­
clusion is strengthened by the fact that he was secretary of the 

·Committee of Conference sent by Congress to arrange with General 
Washington the details of the organization of the army, which went 
into being Jan. 2. 1776, and Colonel Reed, while the committee was 

1 James Claypoole was a painter in Philadelphia 88 early 88 1 U9. He died in Phila­
delphia in 178f. Nothing ill known of John Folwell- Hi.", of 1M Firr4 Troop, 
PAilGdelpAiG Cily C"fIGl,.", 177f-187f. 

17 
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in session, had the subject of a flag under consideration. This stand­
ard was carried by the troop on all important parades until about 
1830, when i~ condition, owing to age and the risk of its exposure. 
prevented its use in service. It was. however. often displayed at the 
anniversary dinners. 

As from its increasing Ilocre the standard required careful preserva­
tion, and would not permit of its being handled, in 1872, immediately 
after the publication of the first edition of this book, in which atten­
tion was called to its exceeding value, the City Troop had a handsome 
frame and case made for its safe-keeping. The frame is of black wal­
nut, in the form of a screen, in which is set the case made of two 
plates of plate-glass, between which the flag is placed. On either 
side, and below the case, in one face of the frame, are attached the 
three sections of the staff. In the ornamental head of the same is a 
small semicircular opening, faced on either side with glass, which con­
tains the spear-head and tassels. In the construction of the troop's 
new armory, in 1874, a fire-proof safe was built for the special pur­
pose of containing this frame, in which is kept the original bills, since 
discovered. On the 17th of November, 1874, at the centennial anni­
versary of the troop, the standard was displayed to the assembled 
guests in its new and safe quarters. A fine, large, colored illustration 
of it was published in the Centennial History of the troop, in 1875.1 

The • Pennsylvania Magazine,' vol. i, 1775, has for frontispiece two 
flags crossed, one of which, it has been asserted, is blazoned with the 
thirteen stripes, but has no stars. An examination of the engraving, 
however, shows that both flags are plain, and that the stripes are only 
a shaded representation of the folds of the flag. The same magazine 
has " a correct view of the battle at Charlestown, June 17, 1775," in 
which the British flag is plainly to be seen, but no other flag is 
visible. 

1 History of the Fim Troop, City Cavalry, 177'. Nov. 17, 187'. 1 voL 'to, pp. 
150. 
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THE THIRTEEN STARS AND THIRTEEN STRIPES DURING 

THE REVOLUTION. 

1771-1783. 

" Red, white, and blue, wave on j 
Never may sire or son 

Thy glory mar i 
Sacred to liberty, 
Honored on land and sea, 
Unsoiled for ever be 

Each stripe and star." 
W. P. Tiltkts. 

On Saturday, the 14th of June, 1777, the American Congress 
II Ruolved, That the flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen 
stripes alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, 
white in a blue field, representing a new constellation." 1 Thus, full 
fledged, and without any debate or previous legislation, our flag 
was flung as a new constellation among the nations. A carefUl \ 
examination of the Rough and Smooth MS. Journals of Congress 
in the Library of Congress, and of the files of the original drafts of 
motions made in the Continental Congress in the Department of 
State, instituted at my request by the Librarian of Congress, shows 
that this is the first legislative action of which there is any record 
for the establishment of a national flag for the sovereign United 
States of America, declared ~ndependent July 4, 1776,2 nearly a 
year previous, and proclaims the official birth of a new constellation 
as the symbol of their union. In the 'Rough Journal' the resolve 
reads: "1777, Saturday, June 14. . . . Resolved, That the flag of 
the United States of ['of' changed to 'by'] 13 stripes, alternate red---1 

I MS. Joumal of Congrea, copied by Charles Thomson, No.2, vol. vi. p. 1637, also 
in 1823 ed., vol i. P. 165; Amold's History of Rhode Island; Hamilton's History of_ 
the U. S. Flag; Sarmiento's History of our Flag; Boston Gazette, Sept. 15, 1777, &c. 

2 Professor S. F. B. Morae, President of the American Academy of Design, ssid that, 
entering the studio of Benjamin West, long after the death of his patron and friend, 
George III., he found him copying a portrait of that king. As he sst at his work and 
talked, according to his custom, he said: "This picture is remarkable for one circum­
stance. The king waa sitting to me when a messenger brought him 'the Declaration of 
Independence.' .. " How did he receive the news f" I aaked. "He WlUI agitste<l at 
first," replied West," then sat silent and thoughtful; at length he said, • Well, if they 
cannot be happy under my govemment, I hope they may not change it for a worae. I 
wish them no ill: "-Du,nlop'. HiBIAny ofth,e ArC. 0/ Duifl7& in AmerVA. 
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and white; that the union be 13 stars, white in a blue field, repre­
senting a new constellation." 1 This resolve was printed in the papers 
in August, but was not officially promulgated over the signature of 
the Secretary of Congress at Philadelphia until September 3, and at 
other places still later. An officer of the American army records .in 
his diary, under the date Aug. 3, 1777: If It appears by the papers 
that Congress resolved, on the 14th of June last, that the flag of the 
thirteen United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that 
the union be thirteen stars, white on a blue field," &c.2 This tardy 
resolve of Congress, it will be observed, was not passed until eighteen 
months after the union flag raising at Cambridge, and the sailing 
of the first American fleet from Philadelphia, under continental 
colors,-nearlya year after the declaration of the entire separation 
of the colonies from Great Britain, and another two and a half 
months were allowed to elapse before it was promulgated officially. 
There was red tape in those early days as well as now. No record 
-of the discussions which must have preceded the adoption of the stars 

" and stripes has been preserved, and we do not kno,,' to whom we are 
,indebted for their beautiful and soul-inspiring devices. It does not 
appear from the record whether it was the device of a committee or of 
an individual, or who presented the resolve. It seems probable, how-

l. ~ ever, it emanated from the Marine Committee, if not from a special one, 
and such is the tradition. There are many theories as to its origin, 
but, though less than a century has elapsed, none are satisfactory. 

The stripes, as already stated, some have supposed to have been 
borrowed from the Dutch or from the designating stripes on the coats 
of the continental soldiers. Both stars and stripes, others have con­
sidered, were suggested by the arms of Washington, which, by a sin­
gular coincidence, contain both. The arms of William, Lord Douglas, 
however, also bear on a shield argent a chief azure, a heart imperially 
crowned proper, and three mullets (five-pointed stars) argent. The 
stars and shield, it will be observed, of the Douglas arms, are the color 
of our union, while those on the Washington arms are not. 

U The Bodye harte in the Dowglaa annes 
Hys standere stood on hye 
That every man myght Cule well knowe; 
By side stode starres three." I 

1 Rough liS. Journal, No.1, vol. ix. p. 243. 
I Military Journal during the American RevolutiolWY War, from 1775 to 1783, by 

Jamea Thatcher, M.D., late Surgeon in the Amenia. 
I Battle of Otterburne (written cir. Henry VI.). 
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Had any banner been blazoned with the coat armor of Washington, 
it is reasonable to suppose he would have chosen its devices for the 
banner of his own Life Guard; but that had no such device.1 

A British antiquarian 2 supports the idea that Washington's arms 
furnished the device for ~! our flag." 

II Like Oliver Cromwell, the American patriot was fond of gene­
alogy, and corresponded with our heralds on the subject of his own 
pedigree.a Yes! that George Washington, who gave sanction if not 
birth to that most democratical of all sentiments, «that all men are 
free and equal,' 4 was, as the phrase goes, a gentleman of blood, of 
ancient time, and coat-armor, nor was he slow to acknowledge the 
fact.6 When the Americans, in their most righteous revolt against 
the tyranny of the mother country, cast about for an ensign with 
which to distinguish themselves from their English oppressors, what 
did they ultimately adopt 1 Why! nothing more nor less than a 
gentleman's badge, a modification of the old English coat of arms 
borne by their leader and deliverer. A few stars had, in the old 
chivalrous times, distiDoauished his ancestors from their compeers in 
the tournament and upon the battle-field; more stars and additional 
stripes, denoting the number of States that joined in the struggle, 
now became the standard around which the patriots of the West 
so successfully rallied. It is not a little curious that the poor 
worn-out ray of feudalism, as so many would count it, should have 
expanded into the bright and ample banner that now waves from 
every sea." 

The assumption of this writer finds denial in this, - that Washing­
ton, in his correspondence or writings, has not mentioned any con­
nection of his arms with our flag, as he would have been likely to 
have done had there been any, for he would certainly have been proud 

1 See illustration, p. 10. I Lowes. I Not until 1792. 
• He gives to Washington credit due to Jefferson, who wrote the Declaration of Inde­

pendence, in which all DIeD are declared to be created equal; or rather to Hon. George 
)(ason, or Virginia, who wrote, May, 1776, "that all men are created equally rree and 
independent," the commencing words of the Declaration of Rights, on a copy or which he 
indorsed, .. The first declaration of the kind in America." The document can be found 
in Niles's «American Revolntion: 

• Washington to Sir Isaac Heard, "Philadelphia, May 2, 1792," in answer to hi. 
queries abont the genealogy, &c., of the Washington family, says: .. This is a subject to 
which I confess I have paid very little attention." "The arms enclosed in your letter 
are the same that are held by the family here. " 

Mrs. Lewis, or Woodlawn, Va., has the little robe in which Washington was baptized. 
It is made of 1IJAik silk lined with red (crim80D) silk, and trimmed with blue ribbon, our 
Dational colors, red, white, blue. -lAtJtri1/f" Oilll. &cord, March, 1872. 
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of the connection; and there is no allusion to the subject in the pub­
lished correspondence of his contemporaries. 

Mr. Haven favors the supposition that the devices of our flag were 
taken from the arms of the Washington family, and were used out of 
respect to the commander-in-chief. He thought, also, the stars on the 
Washington shield might be of Roman origin. .. Virgil speaks of re­
turning to the stars, redire ad astra, implying a home 0/ peace and hap­
pinessi and the Romans worshipped the stars, which bore the name of 
their gods. They also used scourges, producing stripes on the bodies 
of those they punished." .... 'rom these symbolic antecedents we may, 
he says, CI derive our star-bearing banner, the heaven-sent ensign of 
our union, freedom, and independence, the stripes only to be used as 
a scourge to our enemies." 1 

A correspondent of the 'New York Inquirer' beautifully said: 
"Every nation has its symbolic ensign, - some have beasts, some 
birds, some fishes, some reptiles, in their banners. Our fathers chose 
the stars and stripes, - the red telling of the blood shed by them for 
their country; the blue, of the heavens and their protection; and the 
stars, of the separate States embodied in one nationality, 'E PlurilnJ,a 
Unum.'" 

Alfred B. Street, alluding to our flag as first unfurled at the sur-­
render of Burgoyne, says:-

.. The stars of the new flag represent a constellation of States rising 
in the West. The idea was taken from the constellation Lyra, which 
iIi the hands of Orpheus signified harmony. The blue of the field 
was taken from the edges of the Covenanters' banner in Scotland,S 
significant also of the le8e,aue and covenant of the United Colonies 
against oppression, and involving the. virtues of vigilance, persever­
ance, and justice. The stars were disposed in a circle, symbolizing 
the perpetuity of the union; the ring, like the circling serpent of the 
Egyptians, signifying eternity. The thirteen stripes showed with the 
stars the number of the United Colonies, and denoted the subordina­
tion of the States to the Union, as well as equality among themselves. 
The whole was a blending of the various flags, previous to the union 
flag, - the red flag of the army and the white one of the floating bat­
teries. The red color, which in Roman days was the signal. of defi­
ance,a denotes daring, and the white purity." 

1 Paper read berore the New Jeney Historical Society, January, 1872. 
• See p. 139 ror description or the Covenanters' banner. 
a Admiral Farragut used the old Roman signal when he designated two red lightll .. 

a signal Cor battle previous to passing the forts below New Orleans. In IIlIcient miliq 
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" What eloquence do the stars breathe when their full significance 
is known! a new constellation, union, perpetuity, 0. covenant against 
oppressien, justice, equality, subordination, courage, and purity." 

I have been unable to find that his poetic and fanciful description 
is supported by contemporaneous proof, or that it was ever required 
the stars should be arranged in a circle, though in Trumbull's paint­
ing of the • Surrender of Burgoyne,' and Peale's portrait of Washing­
ton, the stars are so arranged by those artists. The resolution of June 
14, 1777, does not direct as to their arrangement in the union. It does 
,say, however, that they represent, not • Lyra,' or any known heavenly 
cluster of stars, but • a new constellation.' The idea that the new 
constellation was a rep~entation of Lyra is advocated in Schuyler 
Hamilton's 'History of the Flag;' but I cannot deem the evidence 
conclusive. The constellation of Lyra is a symbol of harmony and 
unity, and consists of the required number of stars; but to represent 
it in the union of a flag would be difficult and objectionable. John 
Adams is said to have proposed Lyra as the emblem of union; and 
when John Quincy Adams was Secretary of State, in 1820, he gave 
color to the idea by removing the United States arms from the United 
States passports, and SUbstituting in place of them a circle of thirteen 
stars, surrounding an eagle holding in his beak the constellation Lyra, 
and the motto, " Nunc sidera duciC' 

Our Revolutionary fathers, when originating a national flag, un­
doubtedly met with difficulty in finding a device at once simple, 
tasteful, inspiriting, and easily manufactured. The number of States 
whose unity was to be symbolized was a stumbling-block. The 
stripes represented them; but what could be found to replace the 
crosses emblematic of the union of the kingdoms of Scotland and 
England, whose authority they had renounced 1 The rattlesnake, 
which had been used for a time as a symbol of the necessity of union 
and defiance, rather than of union itself, was repulsive to many, from 
being akin to the tempter of our first parents, and the cause of their 
expulsion from Paradise, bearing also the curse of the Almighty. 

One of the best of the devices suggested for a union was a circle of 

history, B gilded shield hung out of the admiral's gslley was a signal for battle. Some­
times it was a red garment or 'banner. During the elevation of this signal, the fight con· 
tinued, anll by its depression or inclination to the right or left, the ships were directed 
how to attack their enemies or to retreat from them. In matters of military panule, 
probably derived from this ancient custom, it is usual to fix a red flag, callefl a 'signal· 
1ItafF,' IIOmewhat larger than a camp color, to point out the spot where the general or offi· 
cer commanding takes his station. - Londo!, E'MYClopedia, vol. xx. 

A red flag is the dauge~.aignal on all modem railroads. 
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thirteen mailed hands, issuing from a cloud, and grasping as many 
links of an endless chain. An instance of 
this device exists in the flag or cQlor of a 
Newburyport company, which was on exhi­
bition in the National Museum in Phila­
delphia, in 1876. It had the addition of a 
pine-tree in the centre of the surrounding 
links. 

A mailed hand grasping a bundle of 
thirteen arrows had been a device for pri-

A Union Device, li7d vateers; but that was a symbol of war and 
defiance rather than of union. A round knot with thirteen floating 
ends was the beautiful device, signifying strength in uniQn, of the 
standard of the Philadelphia Light Horse. A checkered union of blue 
and white or blue and red squares might have answered, but the odd 
number of the colonies prevented that or any similar device. Thir­
teen terrestrial objects, such as eagles, bears, trees, would have been 
absurd, and equally so would have been thirteen suns or moons; be­
sides, the crescent was the chosen emblem of Mohammedanism, and 
therefore unfitted to represent a Christian people. Thirteen crosses 
would have shocked the sentiments of a portion of the people, who 
looked upon the cross as an emblem of popish idolatry. There re­
mained then only the stars, and the creation of a new constellation to 
represent the birth of the rising republic. l No other object, heavenly 
or terrestrial, could have been more appropriate. They were of like 

1 An English writer, a few years later, thus ridicules tho fondness of the American 
colonists for tho number thirteen:-

.. Thirutll is a number peculiarly belonging to the rebels. A party of naval pris­
\lners lately returned from Jersey say that the rations among the rebels are thirteen dried 
elams per day; that the titular Lord Stirling takes thirteen glasses of grog every morn­
ing, has thirteen enormous rum bunches on his nose, and that (when duly impregnated) 
he always makes thirteen attempts before he can walk; that Mr. Washington has thir­
teen toes to his feet (the extra ones having grown since the Declaration of Independence), 
and the same number of teeth in each jaw; that the Sachem Schuyler has a topknot of 
thirteen stiff hairs, which erect themselves on the crown of his head when he grows mad ; 
that old Putnam had thirteen pounds of his posterior bit off in an encounter with a Con­
necticut bear ("twas then he lost the balance of his mind); that it takes thirteen Congress 
paper dollars to equal one penny sterling; that Polly Wayne was just thirteen hours in 
subduing Stouy Point, and as many seconds in leaving it; that a well-organized rebel 
household has thirteen children, all of whom expect to be generals and members of the 
high and mighty Congress of the 'thirteen united States' when they attain thirteen 
years; that Mrs. Washington has a mottled tomcat (which she calls in a complimentary 
way HamilUm) with thirteen yellow rings around his tail, and that his flaunting it sug­
gested to the Congress the adoption of the same number of 8tripes Cor the rebel ftag."­
Journal 0/ Captain SmylJu, R • .d., January, 1780. 
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form and size, typifying the similarity of the several States, and, 
grouped in a constellation, represented their unity. 

It will probably never be known who designed our union of stars. 1 
The records of Congress being silent upon the subject, and there being 
no mention or suggestion of it in any of the voluminous correspondence 
or diaries of the time, public or private, which have been published. 

It has been asked why the stars on our banner are five-pointed, 
while those on our coins are, and always have been, six-pointed. The 
answer is, that the designer of our early coins followed the English, 
and the designer of our flag the European, custom.! In the heraldic 
language of England, the star has six points; in the heraldry of ~ __ 
land. France, and Germany, the star is five-pointed. 

Mr. William Jo. Canby, in 1870, read before the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania a paper on the American Flag, in which he claimed that 

II-. wilen UIe ant 8tan aDd Strlpee are lAId to have 
beea DINe. 

1 FAitor Historical Magazine. 

his maternal grandmother, 
Mrs. John Ross/~ was the 
maker and partial designer 
of the first flag combining 
the stars and stripes. The 
house where this flag was 
made is now No. 239 Arch 
Street~ below Third; it is a 
small two-storied and attic 
tenement, formerly No. 
89, and was occupied by 
Mrs .. Ross after the death 
of her first husband. The 
illustration is from a pho­
tograph furnished by Mr. 
Canby. 

A committee of Con­
gress, he asserts, accompa­
nied by General Washing­
ton, in June, 1776,8 called 
upon Mrs. Ross, who was 

S Mrs. Roes's maiden name was Griacom. After the death of Mr. ROIlS, she mar­
ried, eecond, Ashburn, who died a priaoner of wnr in the Mill Prison, England; anu, third, 
John Claypole, a lineal descendant of Oliver Cromwell. Mrs. Roy's first husband W88 

the nephew of Colonel George ROIlS, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. 
• Washington was called from New York to Philadelphia, June, 1776. to advise with 

Congrea on the state of aWain just previoua to the Declaration of Independence, and was 
abient fIOm New York fi!teen daya.-Sparkh WlUhingt01l, p. 177. 
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an upholsterer, and engaged her to make the flag from a rough draw­
ing, which, at her suggestion, was redrawn by General Washington in 
pencil in her back parlor. The flag thus designed was adopted by 
Congress, and was, according to Mr. Canby, the first star-spangled 
banner which ever floated on the breeze. 

Mrs. Ross received the employment of flag-making for government, 
and continued in it for many years. Three of Mrs. Ross's daughters 
were living when Mr. Canby wrote his paper, and confirm its state­
ments, founding their belief upon what their mother had told them 
concerning it. A niece, Miss Margaret Bog."as, then living at German­
town, aged ninety-five, was also cognizant of the fact. As related by 
them, Colonel George Ross and General Washington visited Mrs. 
Ross and asked her to make the flag. She said: "I don't know 
whether I can, but I'll try;" and directly suggested to the gentle­
men that the design was wrong, the stars being six-cornered and not 
five-cornered [pointed], as they sh'ould be. This was altered, and 
other changes made. 

/'- Mr. Can by, in a letter written soon after reading his paper, says: 1 ~ 
"It is not traditihn" it is rqrort from the lips of the principal partici­
pator in the transaction, directly told not to one or two, but a dozen 
or more living witnesses, of whom I myself am one, thou~ but a 
little boy when I heard it. I was eleven years old when Mrs. Ross 
died in our house, and well remember her telling the story. My 
mother and two of her sisters are Ii ving, and in good memory. I 
have the narrative from the lips of the oldest one of my aunts, noW 
deceased, reduced to writing in 1857. This aunt, MrS. Clarissa Wil­
son, succeeded to the business, and continued making flags for the 
navy-yard and arsenals and for the mercantile marine for many 
years, until, being conscientious on the subject of war, she gave up 
the government business, but continued the mercantile until 1857. 
Washington was a frequent visitor at my grandmother'S house before 
receiving command of the army. She embroidered his shirt ruffles, 
and did many other things for him. He knew her skill with the 
needle. Colonel Ross, with Robert Morris and General Washingtollj 
called upon Mrs. Ross, and told her they were a committee of Con­
gress, and wanted her to make the flag from the drawing, a rough one, 
which, upon her suggestions, was redrawn by General Washington in 
pencil in her back parlor. This was prior to the Declaration of 
Independence. I fix the date to be during Washington's visit to 
Congress from New York in June, 1776, when he came to confer 

1 Letters from W. J. Canby, March 29, 1870; Nov. 9, 1871. 
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upon the affairs of the army, the ftag being, no doubt, one of these 
affairs." 1 - J 

Mr. Canby contends that the stars and stripes were in common if 
not general use soon after the Declaration of Independence, nearly a 
year before the resolution of Congress proclaiming them the flag of 
the United States of America; but I cannot a.:,oree with him. 

He finds evidence of this in the fact that regiments were allowed 
compensation for altering their colors after July 4, 1776, and that 
Indian tribes during that year petitioned Congress for a flag of the 
United States. He probably refers to the following, which is dated 
eleven days earlier than the resolve giNing birth to the new constel­
lation: "Philadelphia, June 3, 1777, Colonial Records, vol xi. p. 212. 
The President laid before the council three strings of wampum, which 
had been delivered to him some time before by Thomas Green, a 
nominal Indian of the nation, requesting that a flag of the United 
Statu might be delivered to him to take to the chiefs of the nation, to 
be used by them for their security and protection, when they may 
have occasion to visit us their brethren, and that his Excellency had 
referred him to Congress for an answer to his request." 3 He also re­
gards as evidence the statements of Miss Montgomery,3 that her 
father, Captain Hugh Montgomery, early in July, 1776, hois.ted the 
stars and stripes. Her statement ia that Robert Morris, in the winter 
of 1775, chartered the brig Nancy, commanded by her father, who was 
one of the owners of the brig. In March, 1776, she sailed for Porto 
Rico under English colors, thence to other West India islands, and 
finally to St. Thomas, where, when her cargo was nearly completed, 
information was received that independence was declared, with a de­
scription of the colors adopted. "This was cheering intelligence to 
the captain, and would divest him of acting clandestinely. Now they 

1 A ridiculoua pamphlet has been published entitled 'The History of the First 
United States Flag and the Patriotism of Betsy Roes, the immortal heroine that origi­
Dated the Fim Flag of the Union. Dedicated to the LediN of the United States. By 
ColonelJ. Franklin Reigart, authoroCthe II Life of Robert Fulton." Harrisburg, Pa.: Lane 
S. Hart, Printer and Binder, 1878.' It is a handsome 4to of twenty·five pages, illustrated 
with a pretended portrait of Mrs. Betsy Ross (printed in colora) making the firat lIag, 
but which is really the portrait of a Quaker lady of Lancuter, now living, and taken from 
a photograph! His facts and dates and asanmptiona 8l'8 equally unreliable. Mr. Canby 
repndiates the book, and says it does not correctly present the modest Quaker lady (his 
grandmother) or her claim. The book is a literary curiosity. 

I In the orderly book of the army at Williamsburg, under date April 8, 1776, the 
colonels are dNiIed to provide themaelvea with colora, but .. it doeth not signify of what 
IOrt they are." 

• Renliniacencea of Wilmington, in Familiar Village Tales, Ancient ad New, by 
Elizabeth Montgomery, pp. 176-179. Philadelphia: T. K. Collina, Jr., 1851. 
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could show their true colors. The material was at once procured, and 
a young man on board. set to work privately to make them." He was 
well known in after years as Captain Thomas Mendenban The num­
ber of men was increased, the brig armed for defence, and all things 
put in order. The day they sailed, the captain invited the governor 
and his suite, with twenty other gentlemen, on board. to dine. A 
sumptuous dinner was cooked; and a sea-turtle being prepared, gave 
it the usual name of a turtle feast. 

I< As tbe custom-house barges approached with the company, they 
were ordered to lay on their oars while a salute of thirteen guns was 
fired Amid this firing Mendenhall was ordered to haul down the 
English flag and hoist the first American stars ever seen in a foreign 
port I Cheers for the national congress; cries of • Down with the lion, 
up with the stars and stripes \' were shouted This caused great ex­
citement to the numberless vessels then lying in the harbor, and to 
the distinguished guests was a most animating scene. After the en­
tertainment was hurried over, they returned in their boats, and the 
brig was soon under full sail" Miss Montgomery then nalT&tes the 
Nancy's approach to our coast, and her being run ashore and blown up 
to avoid capture by a British fleet, and says, I< One tottering mast, with 
the na~ional flag flying, seemed only left to guess her fate. Still a 
quantity of powder and merchandise was left below, and it was re­
solved, ere she was abandoned, to prevent these stores from falling 
into the hands of the enemy by blowing her up. The plan was ar­
ranged so tha.t the men could have time to leave, and the captain and 
four hands were the last to quit. As the boat distanced the wreck, 
one man, John Hancock, jumped overboard, as he said, 'to save the 
beloved banner or perish in the attempt.' His movement was so 
sudden that no chance was afforded to prevent his boldness, and they 
looked on with terror to see him ascend the shivering mast, and de­
liberately unfasten the flag, then plunge into the sea and bear it to the 
shore." The enemy, taking this act as a signal of surrender, hastened 
in their boats It to take possession of the prize, and was involved in the 
subsequent explosion." Miss Montgomery's nalT&tive proves, if any 
thing, not that her father hoisted the stars and stripes, but the conti­
nental flag; for the Nancy was blown up on the 29th of June, 1776, 
five days before the Declaration of Independence, and before a draw­
ing of Mrs. Ross's flag, in accordance with Mr. Canby's theory, 
could have reached her in the West Indies, as will be seen by the 

1 A beautiful mezzotinto engraving of the Nancy flying the stars and Itripes (!) fur­
nishes a i'rontiapiece to Mias Montgomery's • Beminiac:encea.' 
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following statement in a newspaper, dated <C Philadelphia, June 29, 
1776. The brig Nancy, Captain Montgomery, of six 3-pounders 
and eleven men, from St. Croix and St. Thomas, for this port, with 
three hundred and eighty-six barrels of gunpowder, fifty fire1ocks, one 
hundred and one hogsheads of rum, and sixty-two hogsheads of sugar, 
&c., on board, in the morning of the 29th of June, when standing for 
Cape May, discovered six sail of men-of-war, tenders, &c., making 
towards him, as also a row-boat. The boat and tenders he soon after 
engaged and beat off, stood close alongshore, and got assistance from 
Captains Wickes and Barry, when it was agreed to run the brig ashore, 
which was done; and, under favor of a fog, they saved two hundred 
and sixty-eight barrels of powder, fifty arms, and some dry-goods, 
when the fog clearing away, Captain Montgomery discovered the 
enemy's ships very near him, and five boats coming to board the brig, 
on which he started a quantity of powder in the cabin, and fifty 
pounds in the mainsail, in the folds of which he put fire, and then 
quitted her. The men-of-war's boats (some say two, some three) 
boarded the brig, and took possession of her, with three cheers; soon 
after which the fire took the desired effect, and blew the pirates forty 
or fifty yards into the air and much shattered one of their boats under 
her stem; eleven dead bodies have since come on shore, with two 
gold-laced hats and a leg with a garter. From the number of limbs 
floating and driven ashore, it is supposed thirty or forty of them were 
destroyed by the explosion. A number of people from on. board our 
ships of war, and a number of the inhabitants of Cape May, mounted 
a gun on shore, with which they kept up a fire at the barges, which 
the men-of-war, &c .• returned, and killed Mr. Wickes, third lieutenant 
of the continental ship Reprisal, and wounded a boy in the thigh." 1 

Although the flag of thil'teen stripes had been displayed Jan. 2, 
1776, the following order shows conclusively that no common flag had 
been adopted for the continental army in February: 1-

.. HBAD-QUABTBRS, 20th February, 1778. 

"Parole, 'Manchester.' Oouflierlign,' Boyle.' 

" As it is necessary that every regiment should be furnished with colora, 
and that those colors bear some kind of similitude to the regiment to which 
they belong, the colonels, with their respective brigadiers and with the 
quartermaster-general, may fix upon any such as are proper and can be pro­
cured. There must be for each regiment the standard for regimental colora, 
and colorR for each grand division, - the whole to be small and light. The 

1 American Archives, 4th aeries, vol. vi. p. 1182. 
a See Dote IIIIk, p. 228,letter and order OD same subject, dated May 28 and 81,1778. 
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number of the regiment is to be marked on the colors, and such motto 88 

the colonels may choose, in fixing upon which the general advises a consul­
tation among them. The colonels are to delay DO time in getting the matter 
fixed, that the quartermaster-general may provide the colors for them as SOOD 

as possible. "Go. W ASBlNOTON." 

Washington's first requisition on arriving in camp was for one 
hundred axes, and bunting for colors. At the battle of Long Island, 
fought August, 1776, a regimental color of red damask, having only 
the word' LIBERTY' on the field, was captured by the British. 

On the 24th of February, 1776, the Committee of Safety at Phila­
delphia ordered" that Captain Proctor procure a flag-staff for the fort, 
with a flag of the United Colonies," 1 and that Commodore Caldwell and 
Captain Proctor fix upon proper signals for the fleet, merchantmen, 
and battery. Under date Aug. 19, 1776, Captain William Richards· 
writes to the Pennsylvania Council of Safety:-

"Gentlemen, I hope you have agreed what sort of color I am to 
have made for the galleys, &c., as they are much wanted;" and under 
date I< Oct 15, 1776: "Gentlemen, the commodore was with me this 
morning. and says the fleet has not any colors to hoist if they should 
be called to duty. It is not in my power to get them done, until there 
is a design to make the colors by."· 

The colors he asked a design for were State colors, but the request 
shows tbat no national colors had been adopted, and the continental 
1lag was still in use. 

The first colors made for this fleet, of which there is record, were 
made by 1\Irs. Elizabeth Ross, as is shown by the following, extracted 
from the minutes of the Navy Board:-

"STATE NAVY BoARD, May 29,1777. 

" Prumt : William Bradford, Joseph Marsh, 
Joseph Blewer, Paul COL 

"An order on William Webb to Elizabeth Ross for fourteen pounds, 
twelve shillings, and two pence, for making ship's colours, &c., put into Wil­
liam Richards store. .£14. 12. 2." • 

1 Pennsylvania Colonial Records, vol. x. p. 494. 
I Pennsylvania Archives, vol. v. pp. 13, 14. 
I Pennsylvania Archives, lat eeries, voL v. p. 46. 
Joseph Webb was paid by the M8S8/ICbusetta Board or War, May S, 1777, "To 

mending an ensign and eewing in a pine tree, 61. 

I< Staa 0/ JI_. Bay to JOI. Webb, Dr. 
"Aug. 20. 1777. To makingaauit ColoI1l'll,4!f. j thread, 121. j pa!nting Pine Trees, 

&c., 248. - £4. O. O. 

Ie State Anned Brig FT«dum." 
"JOHN CONBTOlf. 
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When the Declaration of Independence was received at Easton, 
Penn., July 8, the colonel and all the other field-officers of the first 
battalion repaired to the court-house, the light infantry company 
marching there with their drums beating, fifes playing, "and the 
standard (the device for which is the thirteen United Colonies), which 
was ordered to be displayed" 1 

The Declaration was read in New York in the presence of Wash­
ington by one of his aids, on the 9th of July, 1776, in the centre of a 
hollow square of the troops, drawn up on the Park near where there 
is now a fountain, and the Ie grand union" flag of Cambridge was then, 
if it had not been earlier, unfurled in New York On the 10th the 
Declaration was read at the head of the several brigades. 

On the 9th it was proclaimed from the, old State House in Phila­
delphia, by the Committee of Safety, and the king's arms were taken 
from the court-house and committed to a bonfire in fl'ont of it. 

Thursday, July 18, 1776. it was proclaimed from the balcony of 
the State House in Boston, and the king's arms and every sign of 
them taken down and burnt, bells rung, ~c. 

It was not. until Sept. 9, 1776, that Congress ordered U all conti­
nental commissions and instruments should be made to read 'United 
States,' where heretofore the words' United Colonies' had been used." 

The first anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 
1777, was celebrated in Philadelphia, with demonstrations of joy and 
festivity. About noon, all the armed ships and galleys in the river 
were drawn up before the city, dressed in the gayest manner, with the 
colors of the United States and streamers flying. At one o'clock, the 
yards being manned, they celebrated the day by a discharge of thir­
teen cannon from each ship, and one from each of the thirteen galleys, 
in honor of the thirteen United States. In the afternoon, an elegant 
dinner was provided by Congress, when toasts were drank and Jeu-de­
joiu were fired. The troops were reviewed by Congress and the 
General Officers, and the day closed with the ringing of bells and 
exhibition of fireworks, which began and ended with thirteen rockets. 
The city was beautifully illuminated.' 

At Charleston, S. C., at 8unrise the same day, American colors were 
displayed from all the forts, batteries, and vessels in the harbor,8 and 
at one o'clock the forts discharged seventy-six pieces, alluding to th~ 
glorious year 1776. 

1 PeDuylftJlia EveniDg POBt, July 11, 1778; New England Chronicle, vol. viii. No. 
414, July 25, 1776. 

I PeDDS)'lftllia Joumal, July 9,1777. , • Independent Chronicle, July 31, 1777. 
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Similar rejoicings and displays of the' United States' colors were 
had all over the country. 

The portrait of Washington at the battle of Trenton, Dec. 26-27, 
1776, painted by Charles Wilson Peale in 1779, represents the union 
jack, with the thirteen stars arranged in a circle; but it affords only 
presumptive proof that such a flag was carried. Mr. Peale's son, 
Titian R. P~ale, writing a friend in 1870, says: .. Whether the 
union jack was my father's design, original or not, I cannot say, 
but I suppose it was, because he has somewhat marred the artistic 
effect by showing the stars, and flattening the field to show their ar­
rangement ;" and in another letter he says: "I have just had time to 
visit the Smithsonian Institution to see the portrait of Washington 
painted by my father, C. W. Peale, after the battle of Trenton. It is 
marked in his handwriting, 1779. The flag represented is a blue field 
with white stars arranged in a circle. I don't know that I ever heard 
my father speak of that flag, but the trophies at Washington's feet I 
know he painted from the flags then captured, and which were left; 
with him for the purpose. He was always very particular in matters 
of historic record in his pictures (the service sword in that picture is 
an instance, and probably caused its acceptance by Congress). The 
blue ribbon has also excited comment, - the badge of a field-marshal 
of France in that day.1 I have no other authority, but feel assured 
that flag was the flag of our army at the time, 1779.2 My father com­
manded a company at the battles of Germantown, Trenton, Princeton, 
and Monmouth, and was soldier as well as painter, and, I am sure, 
represented the flag then in use, not a regimental flag, but one to mark 
the new republic." 8 

An unfinished sketch of the battle of Princeton, Jan. 3, 1777, in 
* * * * the Trumbull Gallery at New Haven, represents the 

American flag with thirteen white stars on a blue 
* * * field, arranged as in the di~fYJ'am, - and with thirteen * * stripes, red and white alternately. As Colonel Trum­* * * * bull was in active service until February, 1777, his 

representation of the flag carried by the troops, with 
which he must have been familiar, is worthy of attention.2 

Arthur Lee, one of our commissioners to France, writing Henry 

1 Washington', general order, July 2', 1775, prescribes a broadptcryl. ribbon as the 
distinguishing mark of a major·general. See note, ariU, p. 22'. 

S Possibly in 1779; bat in December, 1776, or in January, 1777, the Itars had DO 

place on our flag. See ariU, p. 198. 
• Letter to Jolm A. llcAllister, 1872. 
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laurens. the President of the Continental Congress, Sept. 20, 1778, a 
year after the public promulgation of the law of June, 1777, which 
prescribed the thirteen stripes to be red and white alternately, says: 
"The ship's colors should be white, red, and blue alternately, to thir­
teen, and in the upper angle [canton] next the staff a blue field with 
thirteen white stars." 

I am indebted to Miss Sarah Smith Stafford for the following ac­
count of the presentation of the first star-gemmed banner by ladies 
of Philadelphia to Paul Jones. This story she received from Mrs. 
Patrick Hayes, who had it from her aunt, Miss Sarah Austin, one of 
the donors. Miss Austin became later the second wife of Commodore 
John Barry, U. S. N. "The patriotic ladies of Philadelphia DIet at 
the Swedes' Church in that city, aud under the direction of John 

Swedes· Church, Philadelphia. 

Brown, Esq., secretary of the new Board of Marine, formed or arranged 
. a flag, which was presented to Jones by Misses Mary and Sarah Aus­

tin in behalf of the patriotic ladies of Philadelphia. Captain Jones 
was 80 delighted and enthusiastic, that after the presentation he pro­
cured a small boat, and, unfurling the flag, sailed up and down the 
river before Philadelphia, showing it to thousands on shore." 1 

Paul Jones claimed it was his good fortune to be the first to dis-

1 Miss Sarah Smith Stafford, Letter, Jan. 15, 1873. I can find no notice of this 
eYent in the church records or in the newspapers of the time, and the fact, if ran it be, 
neta on the statement of Miss Stafford and her informants. 

18 
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play the stars and stripes on a naval vessel, as it had been his to hoist 
with his own hand the "flag of America" for the first time on board 
the Alfred He also claimed to have obtained and received for our 
star-spangled banner the first salute granted to it in Europe. 

The day that Congress passed the resolve in relation to the flag of 
the thirteen United States, June 14,1777, it also" Re&olved, That Paul 
Jones be appointed to the command of the Ranger;" and soon after he 
hoisted the new flag on board of that vessel at Portsmouth. The 
Ranger, however, did not get to sea until the 1st of November, nearly 
five months later. Her battery of sixteen 6-pounders, throwing only 
forty-eight pounds of shot from a broadside excites a smile of contempt 
in these days of heavy guns; otherwise, she was poorly equipped 
Among her deficiencies Jones laments. having only thirty gallons of 
rnm for the crew to drink on their passage to Nantes. He also rep­
resented her as slow and crank, but nevertheless managed to capture 
two prizes on his PBSSaoae to Europe, and reached N aJites in thirty 
days from Portsmouth, N. H. 

From Nantes Jones sailed to Quiberon Bay, convoying some Amer­
ican vessels, and placing them under the protection and convoy of the 
French fleet commanded by Admiral La Motte Piquet. From him, 
after some correspondence, Jones succeeded in obtaining the first sa­
lute ever paid by a foreign naval power to the stars and stripes. The 
story is best told in Jones's letter to the Naval Committee, dated Feb. 
22,1778:-

.. I am happy," he says, "to have it in my power to congratulate on 
my having seen the American flag, for the first time, recognized in the 
fullest and completest manner by the flag of France. I was off this 
bay on the 13th inst., and sent my boat in the next day to know if 
the admiral would return my salute. He answered that he would 
return to me as the senior American continental officer in Europe the 
same salute as he was authorized to return to an admiral of Holland 
or any other republic, which was four guns less than the salute given. 
I hesitated at this, for I had demanded flUII/, for gun.. 

"Therefore I anchored in the entrance of the bay at a distance 
from the French fleet; but after a very particular inquiry on the 14th, 
finding that he really told the truth, I was induced to accept his offer, 
the more as it was an. acknotokdgment of American Independence. 

.. The wind being contrary and blowing hard, it was after sunset 
before the Ranger 1 was near enough to salute La Motte Piquet with 

1 Jones, in his letter to the American eommissionen at Paris, dated Breet, )(ay 27, 
1778, mentions that in the action between the Ranger and the Drake OR the 24th of 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 275 

thirteen guns, which he returned with nine. However, to put the 
matter beyond a doubt, I did not suffer the Independence to salute 
until the next moming, when I sent word to the admiral that I would 
sail through his Beet in the brig, and would salute him in open day. 
He was exceedingly pleasant, and returned the compliment also with 
nine guns." 1 

As if Providence delighted to honor Jones over all others in con­
nection with our flag, and was determined to entwine his name with 
its early history, was assigned to him the honorable duty of displaying 
it for the first time on board the first ship of the line built for the 
United States, and fitly named' The America.' 

This ship, like the Ranger, was built at Portsmouth, N. H., and 
Jones appointed to command her. Before she could be launched, 
the Magnifique, one of the finest ships of the line of the French navy, 
was stranded near Boston harbor, and to replace her, the America, 
by a resolve of the American Congress, was presented to our ally, the 
sovereign of France. Jones, however, was retained in command, and 
superintended her construction; and on the 5th of November, 1782, dis­
playing the French and American Bags from her stern, he launched her 
into the waters of Portsmouth harbor, and delivered her to the Chev­
alier Martigne, who had commanded the Magnifique. It seems prob­
able that Jones hoisted the stars and stripes over her the preceding 
summer, when, at his own expense, he celebrated the birthday of the 
Dauphin of France, as it is recorded the ship on that occasion was 
decorated with the Bags of different nations, that of France being in 
front, and that salutes were fired, and at night the ship brilliantly 
illuminated, &c. 
April preceding, when the latter hoisted the English colora, "the Americtm.n were 
displayed on board the Ranger." - SMrbu,."e', LVe 0/ J-. This is the first recorded 
action under the new flag. 

The Ranger was taken with other veasels in the port or Charleston, S. C., on the 81U'­

render oC that city to the British. - Charrwck', Biogmph.ie Namlil, vol. vi. p. Ii. 
"The continental colore" bome on the Genenl MUBin, Captain William McNeil, had 

been saluted at Brest, August, 1777, much to the indignation of the English ambaasador. 
Lord Stormont, and had been saluted at St. Euatatia by the Dutch governor, De Greff, 
Nov. 16, 1776, in acknowledgment of a salute from the brig Andrea Doria, Captain Rob­
ertson. See ante, p. 244. The evidence oC the pamphlet proves the striped continental 
flag was saluted at St. Eustatia. 

1 Dr. Ezra Green, the surgeon of the Ranger, mentions the salute in his diary, under 
date" Saturday. 14th Feb. Very aqually weather, came to aail at 4 o'clock P.II. Sa­
luted the trench Admiral,. rec'd nine guns in return. This is the first salute ever pay'd 
the American ftag • 

.. Suf&da.71. 15th Feb'y. Brig Independence uluted the french Flagg, which was J'8o 
tumed," 
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The first military incident connected with the new flag occurred on 
the 2d of August, 1777, when Lieutenants Bird and Brant invested Fort 
Stanwix,l then commanded by Colonel Peter Gansevoort. The gar­
rison was without a flag when the enemy appeared, but their patriot­
ism and ingenuity soon supplied one in conformity to the pattern just 
adopted by the Continental Congress. Shirts were cut up to form the 
white stripes, bits of scarlet cloth were joined for the red, and the 
blue ground for the stars was composed of a cloth cloak belonging to 
Captain Abraham Swartwout, of Dutchess County, who was then in 
the fort. Before sunset, this curious mosaic standard, as precious to 
the bele&ol7Uered garrison as the most beautiful wrought flag of silk 
and needle-work, was floating over one of the bastions. The siege 
was raised on the 22d of August, but we are not told what became of 
the improvised flag. 

The narrative of Colonel Marinus Willett presents a different ver­
sion of this story. He says, "The fort had never been supplied with 
a flag. The necessity of having one, upon the arrival of the enemy, 
taxed the invention of the garrison, and a decent one was soon con­
trived The white stripes were cut out of ammunition shirts fur­
nished by the soldiers j the blue out of the camlet cloak taken from the 
enemy at Peekskill j while the red stripes were made of different pieces 
of stuff procured from one and another of the garrison." 

In his statement to Governor Trumbull, Aug. 21, 1777, of the oc­
currences at and uear Fort Stanwix, Colonel Willett mentions as one 
of the results of his sally from the fort on the 6th, preceding, that he 
captured and brought oft' five of the enemy's colors, the whole of which 
on his return to the fort were displayed on the flag-staff under the 
impromptu made continental flag.2 

Mr. Haven, in a paper read before the New Jersey Historical 
Society, says: II From traditional reports in circulation here, the 
first time that our national flag .was used after the enactment con­
cerning it by Congress was by General Washington, in the hurried 
and critical stand made by him on the banks of the Assanpink, when 
he repulsed Cornwallis, Jan. 2, 1777. As this conflict was the turning­
point, in connection with what succeeded at Princeton, of the struggle 
for independence, and the glorious consequences which followed, does 

1 Fort Stanwix WIllI buUt in 1758 by an English general of that name, and was re­
named 'Schuyler' by Colonel Dayton il11777. In 'Harper·1I Magazine' for July, 1877, 
there is a picture of the site of Fort Schuyler, Bnd portraitll of Colonelll OanIIevoort and 
WUlett. The present town of Rome coveN the site of Fort Schuyler. 

I LoIIIIing'1 Field-Book of American Revolution, vol. L p. 242. 
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not this signal baptism of the stars and stripes, with the hope and 
confidence regenerated by it, seem providential? Freedom's vital 
spark was then rekindled, and our own country and the whole civil­
ized world are now illumined with its beams." 

But this occurrence took place six months before the stars and 
stripes were adopted, and tradition must be mistaken. It is true, 
Leutze, in his great picture of Washington crossing the Delaware, has 
painted Colonel Munroe in the boat holding the stars and stripes, but 
it is with an artist's license.l 

Beyond a doubt, the thirteen stars and thirteen stripes were un­
furled at the battle of Brandywine, Sept. 11, 1777, eight days after 
the official promulgation of them at Philadelphia, and at Germantown 
on the 4th of October following; they witnessed the operations Iloaainst 
and the surrender of Burgoyne, after the battle of Saratoga, Oct. 17, 
1777; and the sight of this new constellation helped to cheer the 
patriots of the army amid their sufferings around the camp fires at 
Valley Forge the ensuing winter. They waved triumphant at the 
surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, Sept. 19, 1781; looked down 
upon the evacuation of New York, Nov. 25, 1783; and shared in all 
the glories of the latter days of the Revolution. 

A monument which is to be erected in commemoration of the 
battle of Saratoga will cover the exact spot where the marquee of 
General Gates was situated, which witnessed the formal surrender of 
Burgoyne, and the formal unfurling of the stars and stripes. 

On the 28th of January, 1778, the stars and stripes for the first time 
waved over a foreign fortress. About eleven o'clock the night pre­
vious, the American sloop-of-war Providence,S Captain John Rath­
burne, mounting twelve 4-pounders, with a crew of fifty men, landed 
twenty-five of her crew on the island of New Providence. They were 
joined by about eighteen or twenty Ameri~ns escaped from British 
prison-ships, and who were waiting an opportunity to return home. 
This small body of men took possession of Fort Nassau, with the can­
non, ammunition, and three hundred stand of small-arms, and hoisted 
the stars and stripes. 

In the port lay a 16-gun ship, with a crew of forty-five men, and 
five vessels, all prizes to the British sloop Grayton. At daybreak, four 
men were sent on board the 16-gun ship to take possession of her, and 
send the officers and crew into the fort. Her prize captain was shown 
the American flag hoisted on the fort, and informed his ship would be 

1 See 1JftIe, p. 198. 
I The Providence WIll captured when CharleIton WIll taken, 1780. 
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instantly sunk should he hesitate to surrender. Thus intimidated, he 
gave her up, and the five prize vessels were secured in a similar man­
ner. Possession was also taken of the western fort, its cannon spiked. 
and its powder and small-arms removed to Fort Nassau. About twelve 
o'clock, some two hundred armed people assembled and threatened to 
attack the fort j but, on being informed if they fired a single gun the 
town would be laid in ashes, they dispersed. Soon after the Provi­
dence had anchored, the British ship Grayton hove in sight. The 
American colors were immediately taken down, and the guns of the 
Providence housed, hoping the Grayton would come to anchor. But 
the inhabitants signalled to hel' the state of affairs, and she stood off. 
The fort opened fire upon her, but she made her escape. 

About three o'clock the next morning, some five hundred men with 
several pieces of artillery marched within sight of the fort, and som­
moned it to surrender, threatening at the same time to storm the place 
and put all to the sword without mercy. The Americans, however. 
in the presence of the messenger. nailed their colors to the flag-sta1f, 
and returned answer that, while a man of them survived. they would 
not surrender. 

The following morning the prizes were manned, the gons of the fort 
spiked, the ammunition and small-arms conveyed on board the Prov­
idence, and the whole American garrison was embarked and put to 
sea, after baving held possession of the fort two days. 1\vo of the 
prizes, being of little value, were burnt, the others were sent to the 
United States. 

When the news that the treaty of alliance with France (t.he first 
treaty of our new republic with a foreign power) which had been signed 
at Paris, Feb. 6, 1778,1 was received, General Washington, from his 
head-quarters at Valley Forge, ordered, on May 2d, that the following 
day should be set apart II for gratefully acknowledging the divine 
goodness and celebrating the important event which we owe to his 
benign interposition." Accordingly, the army was reviewed by the 
commander-in-chief, with banners waving, and at given signals, after 
the discharge of thirteen cannon and a running fire of infantry, the 
whole army huzzaed, II Long live the King of France!" then, after a 
like salute of thirteen guns and a second general discharge of musketry, 
.. Huzza! long live the friendly European powers I" then a final 
discharge of thirteen pieces of artillery, followed by a general running 
fire and" Huzza for the American States I" I 

1 Pennsylvania Packet, March 28, 1778. 
I The French allianee wulooked upon ua wondmful interposition of Providenee, 
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The officers approached the place of entertainment thirteen abreast 
and closely linked in each other's arms, thus signifying the thirteen 
American States, and the interweaving of arms. a complete union and 
most perfect confederation.1 

The next interesting incident connected with the new constellation 
occurred on the 7th of March, 1778, when the continental ship Ran­
dolph, 32, Captain Nicholas Biddle, was blown up in an engagement 
with the Yarmouth, 64, Captain Vincent. 

and every measure that could be, wsa taken to extend a sentiment of confidence in the 
neult of the atruggle after this happy event. Jo. one me&IIlI of eJl'ecting this end, the 
following curioua statement waa publiahed throughout the United States: -

.. W' orulerftd AppeM'flftcu t.mtI Omcu. 

"1. After the I1ID8Ilder of Burgoyne, and while the treaty of alliauce with France waa 
on the carpet. the American heaveua were illuminated at intelTala for whole montha to­
pther. The aurora borealia, or northern lighte, were the greatest ever aeen in America. 

.. 2. When the fieet of his most Christian majesty, twelve ships of the line, end by the 
eapture of a British lhip of force, tAil'1een, and eommanded by the admiral, the illUBmoua 
D'EstaiDg, hove in Bight of our capes, the artillery of the skies wu discharged, and tAir· 
'"" thunders were distinctly heard on the cout of the Delaware • 

.. 8. On the morning after the arrival of his plenipotentiary, the illuatrioua Gerard, 
being the tAire-tll of the month, an aloe·tree - the ouly one in this State - immedi· 
ately shot forth ita spire, which it never does but once in ita existence, and in lOme other 
climatea only once in a hundred yean. It baa been planted forty yean in the neighbor. 
bood of this city, and previously only produced four leaves a year, until this year, when 
it produced tAiriuA. The spire is remarkable, being· tAirtmt inch .. round, and having 
grown tAirtmt feet in the first tAirtmt days. The Scotch talk much of the thistle, Ind 
the South Britons of the Glutonbury thorn. Much finer things may be llllid of the aloe of 
.America and the fleur-de-lis of J'rance." - W'uIA:;oU', Hillory oj P1lil4ddpAiG, published 
in Sunday Dispatch, April, 1872. 

In 1781, on the occuion of Wubington's visit to Philadelphia, among other devicea 
waa a painting representing the British lion lying exhausted, wounded with thirteen ar­
rows, a cock, emblem of France, etanding on his body, with the motto, .. ChIll", vida III' 
per Z- CtJnt«." At another window waa the Geniua of America trampling on diaconl, 
clothed in white, covered by a purple mantle strewed with stars, a fillet on her head with 
the word .. l'erIewra_." In one hand a banner of thirteen stripes, with the worda, 
.. Equal Righl.tt." 

Oa the left-hand comer of the memberahip certilcate of the Society of the Cincinnati, 
Iuued in 1786, is rep_ted a strong armed man, bearing in one hand a union flag, 
and in the other a naked sword. Beneath his feet are British flags, a broken spear, shield, 
and chain. Hovering by his Bide is the eagle, our national emblem, from whose talons 
the lightning of deatruction is flubing upon the British lion, and Britannia, with the 
crown falling from her head, is baatening to make her _pe in a boat to the fleet. 

The union 8ag of this certificate is composed of tAirlu7l. altemaU red au while _ripel 
and a wile union, in which is painted the p_t arms of the United States, adopted in 
1782. A. flag of this kind mey have heen in uae in the army earlier. 

1 A full account of this joyful occuion can be found in the • New Jersey Gazette,' 
Kay 18, 1778, • New York Journal,' June 16, and is copied in Frank Moore', • Diary of 
the Devolution,' vol ii. pp. '8-62. 
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The Randolph, built in Philadelphia in 1775-76, sailed hom 
Charleston, S. C., on her last cruise, early in February, 1778. On the 
afternoon of March 7, when about fifty leagues to the eastward of Bar­
badoes, being in company with the General Moultrie, of 18 guns, she 
discovered a ship, which proved to be the Yarmouth, 64. The Randolph 
and Moultrie hove to and allowed the stranger to come within hail 
about eight P.M., when several questions and answers passed between the 
vessels. Lieutenant Barnes, of the Randolph, at last called out, .. This 
is the Randolph," hoisted her colors, and gave the Yarmouth a broad­
side. The action was continued about twenty minutes, and the sur­
geon was en~aed in examining Captain Biddle's wound when the 
Randolph blew up. The two ships were in such close action that 
many fragments of the Randolph struck the Yarmouth, and among 
other things an American ensign, rolled up, was blown in upon the 
forecastle of the Yarmouth.l The flag was not singed Cooper, in his 
novel, • Le Fm Follet,' seizes upon this incident, when he describes the 
flag of that rover after her sudden disappearance as washed upon the 
forecastle of the ship in chase. 

Five days after the en~aement, the Yarmouth discovered a piece 
of the wreck with four men on it, the only survivors of a crew of 
of three hundred and fifteen who had 80 gallantly sustained the 
action. 

A model of the Randolph has been preserved, and in 1842 was to 
be seen in the hall of the Naval Asylum at Philadelphia. 

In the agreement (June, 1779) between John Paul Jones, captain 
of the Bon Homme Richard. Pierre Landais, captain of the Alliance, 
Dennis Nicolas Cottineaux, captain of the Pallas, Joseph Varage, cap­
tain of the Le Cen. and Philip Nicolas Recot, captain of the Ven­
geance, it was stipulated the Franco-American squadron should fly 
.. the flag of the United States," and that it should be commanded by 
the oldest officer of the highest grade, and 80 in succession in case 
of death or retreat. The frigate Alliance, named in honor of the 
treaty with France. and commanded by the obstinate, ill-tempered 
Frenchman. Landais. was the only American-built vessel of the 
squadron. 

At a meeting of the New Jersey Historical Society, January, 1872. 

1 It was fortunate for us that we were to windward of her; as it was, our ship was in 
a manner covered with parts of her. A great piece of a top timber, six feet long, fell ou 
our poop; another piece of timber stuck in our foretop·gallantaail (then upon the cap) ; 
an American euaign, rolled up, blown upon the forecastle, Dot 80 much as ainpd." - Cap­
lIIin Yincmt to ..fllmirtll Young, March 17. 1778. 
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Yr. c. C. Haven made some interesting remarks concerning the origin 
of our flag, and said that, in the conflict between the Bon Homme 
Richard and Serapis, II James Bayard Stafford was cut down by a Brit­
ish officer, but rescued and rehoisted her flag, which probably had no 
Itan or Btripea." As that action was fought Sept. 23, 1779, two and a 
half years after their establishment, and the agreement above recited 
stipulates that the American squadron should fly "the ftag of the 
United States:' Mr. Haven was evidently in error. Moreover, Freneau, 
in his poem on "that memorable victory of Paul Jones," thus alludes 
to the flag:-

"Go OD, great man, to BCOurge the foe, 
And bid the haughty Britons know 

They to our thirteen slars shall bend: 
The stars that, clad in dark attire, 
Long glimmered with a feeble fire, 

But radiant now ascend." 

And Jones, when in command of the Ranger, had received a salute to 
the stars and stripes on the 14th of February, 1778. 

Placing the matter beyond a doubt, Miss Sarah Smith Stafford, of 
Trenton, N. J., has in her possession the following letter: 1_ 

1 Miss Stafford died at Trenton, N. J., Jan. 6, 1880, and the Bag was willed by her 
to her brother, Samuel Bayard Stafford. The autography is half the size of the original. 
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Our illustration, showing twelve stars and thirteen stripes, is from a 
photograph of the flag taken in 1872. Miss Stafford's story of the 
flag is this :-

.. About ten days before the battle between the Bon Homme Rich­
ard and Serapis, Paul Jones captured a British vessel of war and 
her prize, an armed ship called the Kitty, commanded by Captain 
Philip Stafford. The Englishman had put the Kitty's crew in irons, 
which were now transferred to them. The crew of the Kitty vol­
unteered to serve on board the Serapis. Among these volunteers 
was James Bayard Stafford, a nephew of the captain of the Kitty, 
and the father of the present owner of the flag. Being educated, he 
was made an officer on board the Richard. During the battle, her flag 
was shot away, and young Stafford jumped into the sea and recovered 
it, and was engaged in replacing it when he was cut down by an 
officer of the Serapis. When the Bon Homme Richard was sinking, 
the flag was seized by a sailor and transferred by Jones to the Serapis, 
and accompanied him to the Alliance, when he assumed the command 
of that frigate at the Texal. .After the sale of the Alliance, the flag 

was sent to Stafford, as 
the letter we have given 
shows. This relic was 
preserved by Lieutenant 
Stafford, and by his 
widow until her death, 
Aug. 9, 1861, when it 
came into the possession 
of their daughter, whose 
death has been recently 
announced. Miss Staf­
ford states that her father 
exhibited this cherished 
flag to several of the crew 
of the Bqn Homme Rich­
ard who called upon him, 
for which they expressed 
the deepest reverence. 
Miss Stafford's earliest 

PII& of Ule Bon Homme Bleb.rd. aald 10 bave been "om durlna recollection of the flag 
ber Action "lUi Ule &rapla, Sept.. 2.'1, m9. is in 1806, when she 

was not quite four years old, when, on the occasion of a family moving, 
as a great favor she was permitted to carry it across the street. 
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Why so small a flag was used - scarcely larger than a boat ensign of 
the present day - may perhaps be explained by the action having been 
fought at night, and because of the high cost of the English material 
and the difficulty in procuring it. The flag has been loaned to fairs 
and festivals. It was exhibited at the sanitary fairs in Philadel­
phia and New York, and at the great fair in Trenton in 1862, and was 
at the Centennial Exhibition. A piece (shown in the illustration) cut 
from the head of it at the beginning of our civil war, was, by direc­
tion of Mrs. Stafford, sent to President Lincoln. 

The flag is of English bunting, and about eight and one-half yards 
long and one yard five inches wide. It is sewed with flax thread, and 
contains twelve white stars in a blue union, and thirteen white stripes, 
alternately red and white. The stars are arranged in four horizontal 
lines, three stars in esch line. 

Why its union has only twelve stars, unle88 they could find no 
symmetrical place for the odd star, is a mystery. It has been sug­
gested that only twelve of the colonies had consented to the con­
federation at the date of its manufacture; but all the cOlonies had 
confederated before the adoption of the stars in 1777, and the consent 
of Georgia, the last to assent, was symbolized in the flag of thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white, at Cambridge, as early as Jan. I, 
1776. In the agreement signed by Jones and the captains of his 
Franco-American squadron, June, 1779, it was stipulated the squadron 
lIhould fly the .. flag of the United States." So we may be sure the 
stars and stripes were flown in the fight between the Richard and 
Serapis, as they had been in the fight between the Ranger and Drake 
six months before, as Jones himself stated. The remarkable action 
between the Bon Homme Richard and the Serapis, fought within 
sight of the shores of England, exercised as important an influence 
upon our affairs in Europe as did the fight between the Kearsarge and 
Alabama in recent times. 

At the 4th of July celebration in Philadelphia, 1788, consequent 
upon the adoption of the Federal Constitution, there was in the pro­
cession a Federal ship called .. the Union," thirty-three feet in length, 
the bottom of which was made from the barge of the frigate Alliance, 
and which was also the barge of Sera pis when she was captured by 
the Bon Homme Richard. This little ve88el is described in the news­
paper of the day" as a masterpiece of elegant workmanship, perfectly 
proportioned and complete throughout, and decorated with emblemat­
ical carving," and, what was cc truly astonishing, she was begun and 
fully completed in lees than four days, fully prepared to join the 
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grand procession. She was subsequently placed in the State House 
yard, and, later, removed to Gray's Ferry. Her ultimate fate is un­
known." 

How slowly the new flags came into general use is shown by the 
following notices: A manuscript written by an officer on board the 
privateer Cumberland, Captain John Manly, early in 1779, says, 
alluding to the flag, in particular, of that vessel, " At this time we had 
no national colors, and every ship had the right, or took it, to wear 
what kind of fancy flag the captain pleased."l The diary of a Burgeon 
of the British forces in Charleston harbor, under date 1780, April 3 •. 
says: .. In the evening I walked across James Island to the mouth of 
Wapoo Creek in Asbley River j saw the American tbirteen-striped 
flag displayed on the works opposite the shore redoubts commanded 
by Major Mackleroth, and two other flags displayed in their new works 
opposite our forces on Charleston Neck,- while there they cannon­
aded our working party on the Neck, - their great battery fmnting 
Charleston harbor had the American flag of thirteen stripes displayed. 
This, up to this day, had been a blue .flag with fold and thirteen star&. 
The other .flag never hoisted until to-day." 2 

The striped flag then hoisted was destined soon to come down, for 
in a private letter dated" Broad Street, Charlestown, May 22, 1780," 
the writer says: "On the memorable 12th of this month I had the 
pleasure to see the thirteen stripes with several white pendants lev­
elled to the ground, and the gates of Charlestown opened to receive our 
conquering heroes, General Sir Henry Clinton and Admiral Arbuth­
not." And another letter, dated" May 19, 1780," says: "May 7, they 
[the continentals] marched out, and Captain Hudson of the navy 
marched in [to Fort Moultrie], took possession, levelled the thirteen 
stripes with the dust, and the triumphant English flag was raised on 
the statr." 8 

The • Pennsylvania Gazette' of April 23, 1783, contains the resolve 
respecting the flag of June 14, 1777, and requests that the printers 
insert the resolution in their respective newspapers in order that it 

I I. J. Greenwood, on Revolutionary Uniforms and Flags, in Potter's American 
lrIonthly, 1876, vol. vi. p. 8 •• 

I Extract f'rom the HS. diary of Dr. John JefFries, now in the poeaeaaion of hie grand. 
eon, Dr. B. Joy JefFries, of Boston, Hasa. Dr. John JefFriea was a graduate of Harvard, 
and, Jan. 7, 1785, in furtherance of hie experiments in atmoepheric temperature, made a 
remarkable balloon voyage f'rom Dover Clift's over the Englieh Channel, alighting in the 
foreat of Gwenne, France. In 1789, he returned to Boston, where he wu born in 17U, 
and where hie deacendants reaide. 

• From the Siege of Charleaton, S. C., puhliehed by J. lrIUJIIell, 1867. 
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may be generally known. The same paper states that "at a meeting 
of the respectable inhabitants of Pittsgrove and the town adjacent, in 
Salem County, State of New Jersey, for the celebration of peace, the 
day was introduced with the raising of a monument of great height, 
on which was displayed the ensign of peace with thirteen stripes." 

Another number of the C Gazette' 8 says: CI It is positively asserted 
that the flag of the thirteen United States of America has been grossly 
insulted in New York, and not permitted to be hoisted on board any 
American vessel in that port. Congress should demand immediate 
reparation for the indignity wantonly offered to all America, and, un­
less satisfactory concessions are instantly made, the British flag, which 
now streams without interruption in our harbor, Philadelphia, should be 
torn down, and treated with every mark of indignation and contempt." 

The 25th of November, 1783, is memorable in the history of our 
flag as the day of the evacuation of New York by the British troops. 
On the morning of that day, - a cold, frosty, clear but brilliant morn­
ing, - General Knox marched to the Bowery Lane, and remained until 
one P.M., when the British left their posts and marched to Whitehall 
The American troops followed, and before three P.M. General Knox took 
possession of Fort George. The British claimed the right of possession 
until noon. Mr. Day, who kept a tavern at the lower end of Murray 
Street, run up the American flag in the morning, the first displayed in 
the city. Cunningham, the Briti~h provost-marshal, ordered it down, 
and, on the man's refusal. to take it down, attempted to pull it down 
himself. He was met at the door by the proprietor's wife, a stout 
woman, fair, fat, and forty, 'rho came at and beat Cunningham so 
vigorously over the head with her broomstick, that he was obliged to 
decamp amid the jeers and laughter of the few spectators; and leave 
the star-spangled banner waving. Dr. Alexander Anderson, well 
known as the first wood engraver in America, and who died in 1870, 
remembered seeing the powder fly from Cunningham'S wig, and re-

o lated the story to Mr. Bushnell in 1863, when eighty-nine years of 
age.1 

The flag hoisted on the evacuation of the city was for a long time 
preserved in the American Museum at New York, and was destroyed 
when that building was burnt. Mr. Barnum informs me that the flag 
was well authenticated when presented to Mr. Scudder, founder of 
the Museum, in 1810. The flag was of bunting, about nine or ten 

1 Pennsylvania Gazette, Hay 28, 1783. 
s Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Levi Hanford, a soldier of the Revolution. 

By Charles J. Bushnell, New York. avo. Privately printed, 1863, p. 72. 
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feet wide by twelve or fifteen in length, and had the thirteen stars 
and stripes; the arrangement of the stars is not remembered. It 
was always run out in front of the Museum on the anniversaries of 
Evacuation Day and 4th of July, and was always saluted by the mili­
tary when passing.1 

The British left their flag nailed to its staff on tae battery, and 
removed the halyards and greased the pole. There are several 
stories as to how the flag was removed, but it is generally be­
lieved John Van Orsdell, or Arsdale, a sailor, procuring a number of 
cleats, climbed the pole, nailing the cleats as he went, and, tearing 
down the British flag, nailed up the stars and stripes in its place. 
He died in 1836, and was buried with military honors by the veteran 
corps of artillery, of which he was the first lieutenant. His son, David 
Van Arsdale, Nov. 25,1879, aged eighty-four, hoisted the stars and 
stripes over the battery,- a ceremony he had performed for many years. 
After raising the flag, the veteran proposed .. three cheers for our flag, 
three cheers for the day we celebrate, and three more for the wives 
and daughters of our country!" which were given with a will The 
old gentleman was then presented with a portrait of himself, elegantly 
framed, and in his endeavor to reply broke down completely. 

At the conclusion of the revolutionary struggle on the 28th of 
February, 1784, the officers of the line of the Rhode Island conti­
nental battalion presented to the assembly the colors they had so 
gallantly borne, with the following address:-

"To eM Ho7lOJ"able eM (}~l .A.utmbly 01 the State 01 Rhode bland and 
Providence Plantation,,: 

"The officers of the line of this State beg liberty to approach this hon­
orable assembly with the warmest gratitude, upon exchanging their military 
employment for the rank of citizens; the glorious objects of the late con­
troversy with Great Britain being happily accomplished, they resume their 
former conditions with a satisfaction peculiar to freemen. If they have de­
served the approbation of their country; if they have gained the confidence 
of the States; if they have endured hardships and encountered difficulties,­
they feel them.'lelves still indebted for your constant attention in every period 
of the war. If their conduct in the field; if their wounds, and the blood 
of their companions who have nobly fallen by their side, - have entitled them 
to any share in the laurels of their countrymen, they are fully rewarded in 
surrendering to your Honors, upon this occaaion, the standards of their corps, 
which have often been distinguished by the bravery of your soldiers upon 
the most critical and important occasions. They beg you will be pleased 

I Letter or P. T. Barnum, Nov. 22, 1871. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 287 

to accept them with their moat cordial acknowledgments, and be 888U!ed of 
the plOfound deference with which they have the honor to be 

"Your moat obedient humble servants, 
.. J BJlE)(IAB OLNBT. 

"Providence, Feb. 28, A.D. 1784. In behalf of the officera." 

The committee to whom this address was referred prepared the fol­
lowing answer, which the assembly voted should be engrossed in a 
fair copy by the secretary, and signed by his excellency the governor 
and the honorable the speaker in behalf of the assembly, and pre­
sented by the secretary to Colonel Jeremiah Olney; and that the 
standards should be carefully preserved under the immediate care of 
the governor, to perpetuate the noble exploits of the brave corps:-

"GUTI.lDC&N, - The governor and company, in general assembly con­
vened, with the moat pleasing sensations receive your affectionate and 
polite address. They congratulate you upon the happy termination of a 
glorious war, and upon your return to participate with citizens aud free­
men in the blessings of peace. With peculiar satisfaction, they recollect the 
bravery and good conduct of the officers of the line of this State, who, after 
au1fering all the toils and fatigues of a long and bloody contest, ClOwned 
with laurels have reassumed domestic life. 

.. They are happy in receiving those standards, which have been often 
displayed with glory and bravery in the face of very powerful enemies, and 
will carefully preserve the same, to commemorate the achievements of 80 

brave a corps. 
" We are, gentlemen, in behalf of both houses of assembly, 

.. With respect and esteem, your very humble servants, 

"WILLIAH GREENE, Governor. 
"Feb. 28, A.D. 1784. WILLIAH BRADFORD, Sptokr. 

"To the Officers of the Line of this State's late Continental Battalion." 1 

These colors are preserved in the office of the Secretary of State of 
Rhode Island, and from a recent examination of them I obtain the 
following description: 1-

No. 1 is of white silk, ninety inches long and sixty-five inches 
wide, and contains thirteen gilt stars in the comer, on a very light 
hlue ground (probably faded with time). The outline of each star is 
marked with a darker shade of blue, with a shadow on the left side, 
thereby making the gilt star more prominent. The relative position 
of the stars in parallel lines is shown in Fig. 15, Plate V. In tIle 

1 Rhode Island Colonial Records, vol L pp. U, 15. 
I Letters from Hou. J. R. BartJett, Secretary or State or Rhode Island, Dec. 26, 1871, 

and Jan. " 1872. 
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centre of the flag is an anchor and a piece of rope twining around it, 
of light blue silk, the same shade as the blue union, sewed on. Above 
the anchor is a scroll painted in oil colors, inscribed "Hope," the 
motto of this State. The oil and paint have so rotted the silk that 
this part of the flag is gone; otherwise, save a little of the edge which 
is torn and worn away, the flag is entire. At the commencement of 
the War of the Rebellion, this flag was taken to W ashiDaoton by the 
Second Rhode Island Regiment, but was soon returned 

Flag No. 2 is of white silk, fifty-one inches in width, and its pres­
ent length forty-five inches; but a portion of the fly is gone, and the 
flag is much torn. 

It contains a light blue corner or canton of silk sewed on to a 
white field of silk The canton contains thirteen white five-pointed 
stars or mullets painted on the silk and arranged in parallel lines as 
in No.1, though not so well formed. In the centre of the field of the 
flag, painted on both sides, there is a scroll upon which was painted 
"R. ISLAND REGT." Both these flags are regimental, and not blazoned 
with stripes. The date of their presentation to the regiments has not 
been preserved 

It has been asserted that Madame Wooster and Mrs. Roger Sher-

!Dan gave to the Connecticut troops the first national flag ever used in 
that State, and that it was composed of portions of their dresses. Mrs. 
Ellet 1 says that they made the flag is certain, but it could Dot have 

1 Ellet'. Women of the AlDerican RevolutioD. 
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been the first one, nor did they heroically rob their own persons to 
furnish it. The flag made by them was displayed at New Haven on 
the public rejoicing for the peace, and is thus described and illustrated 
in the Diary of President Ezra Stiles, of Yale College, preserved in 
the college library:-

II April 24, 1783. Public Rejoicing for the Peace in New Haven. 
At sunrise 13 cannon discharged in the Green, and the continental 
flag displayed, being a grand silk flag presented by the ladies, cost 120 
dollars. The stripes red and white, with an azure field in the upper 
part charged with 13 stars. On the same field and among the stars 
was the arms of the United States, the field of which contained a ship, 
a plough, and 3 sheaves of wheat; the crest an eagle volant; the sup­
porters two white horses. The arms were put on with paint and 
gilding. It took -- yards. 'When displayed it appeared weU" 

It will be seen that the good man's drawing is a rude attempt to 
depict the flag, and that it has the Pennsylvania motto, "VIRTUE, 
LIBERTY, INDEPENDENCE," not mentioned in his description. The fact 
being, according to 1\Irs. Ellet, that the ladies, unacquainted with 
the arms of the United States adopted the year before, turned in un­
suspecting confidence to a family Bible published in Philadelphia, 
and took as their guide the arms emblazoned on its title-page, which 
were those of Pennsylvania. The mistake was rectified when Roger 
Sherman returned from Congress. 

Dr. Rodney King, of Roxboro, Philadelphia, wrote me, in 1875, that 
he had in his possession 8 bill, found among the papers of his grandfather, 
the Hon. Daniel Rodney, ex-Governor of the State of Delaware, dated 
1783, for II materials for a Continental Flag," one of the items of which 
was .. for a piece of Green silk." Was green, excepting for the branches 
of a pine-tree, ever any part of a • continental flag'? According to the 
• Port Folio,' on the 4th of July, 1807, the Volunteer Company of Rang­
ers of Georgia were presented with an elegant standard, the field of 
which was of white lustring, with the accustomed devices, the stripes 
formed of alternate green and white, affording a charming contrast. 
The words" E Plu'I"ibuB Unum" above, the II Augusta Volunteer Rang­
ers " below, the eagle. which was incomparably finished. as well as 
the stars. 

19 
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THE STARS AND STRIPES, FROM THE PEACE OF 
1783 TO 1795. 

H. W. LoNGFELLOW. 

The independence of the United States of America having been 
recognized by Great Britain, the stars and stripes became henceforward 
the recognized symbol of a new nation, and their history is an exhibit 
of its military, naval, civil, and commercial progress. Many incidents 
personal to its history, however, it will be interesting for us to narrate. 
It will also be our pleasant duty to chronicle its first appearance in 
various places, and its progress in' peace as well as its triumphs in 
war. 

The treaty of peace with Great Britain was no sooner announced 
than the white wings of our commerce began to expand allover the 
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watery globe, under the genial union of the stars and stripes, display­
ing them everywhere to the wondering gaze of distant nations and 
the furthermost isles of the seas. 

The honor of having first hoisted the stars and stripes after the 
treaty of peace in a British port has been claimed for several vessels, 
and been the occasion of a controversy, in which claimants for New­
buryport, Philadelphia, Nantucket, and New Bedford have taken part. 
After l\ careful examination of the conflicting accounts, I am clearly 
of opinion that to the ship Bedford, of Nantucket, Captain William 
Mooers, and owned by William Rotch, of New Bedford, must be as­
signed the honor.l 

.A London periodical, published in 1783, thus speaks of her arrival 
in the Thames: 1_ 

.. The ship Bedford. Captain Mooers, belonging to Massachusetts, 
arrived in the Downs on the 3d of February, passed Gravesend the 3d, 
and was reported at the custom-house on the 6th inst. She was not 
allowed regular entry until some consultation had taken place between 
the Commissioners of the Customs and the Lords of Council, on account 
of the many acta of Parliament in force against the rebels of America. 
She was loaded with four hundred and eighty-seven butts of whale 
oil, is American built, manned wholly by American seamen, wears the 
rebel colors, and belongs to the island of Nantucket, in Massachusetts. 
This is the first vessel which has displayed the thirteen rebellious 
stripes of America in any British port. The vessel is at Horsledown, 
a little below the Tower, and is intended to retum immediately to 
New England." 

In the summary of parliamentary debates in the same ~aa.zine, 
under date February 7, -

.. Mr. Hammet begged leave to inform the House of a very recent 
and extraordinary event. There was, he said, at the time of his 
speaking, an American ship in the Thames, "ith the thirteen stripes 
fiying on board. The ship had offered to enter at the custom-house, 
but the officers were all at a loss how to behave .. His motive for 
mentioning the subject was that ministers might take such steps with 
the American commissioners as would secure free intercourse between 
this country and America." 

Another London newspaper of the same date reports the Bedford 

1 The Political Magazine. Barnard's History of England (po 705), a somewhat rare 
boot., contains the IllUDe account. The American and British Chronicle of War and 
Politics, under date .. Feb. 7. 1788," o.lao recorda, .. First American ship in the Thames, 
from Nantucket." 
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.. as the first vessel that has entered the river belonging to the United 
States." And an original letter from Peter Van Schaack, dated London, 
Feb. 19, 1783, contains this plll'8.earaph: .. One or two vessels with the 
thirteen stripes flying are now in the river Thames, and their crews 
caressed" 

The 'Gentleman's Magazine' for 1783 corroborates these state­
ments, and says: .. Monday, Feb. 3, 1783: Tt~1() vessels were entered 
at the custom-house from Nantucket, an American island near Rhode 
Island; a third ship is in the river. They are entirely laden with oil, 
and come under a pass from Admiral Digby, the inhabitants having 
agreed to remain neutral during the war." 

In further confirmation of the Bedford's being the first to display 
the stars and stripes in the Thames, we have the following letter from 
William Rotch, Jr., one of her owners. There is a discrepancy as to 
the date of her arrival; but as his letter was written nearly sixty 
years after the event he narrates, it may be presumed the contem­
poraneous accounts are right in that respect, and that he is wrong. 

"NEW BEDFORD, 8th mOo 3d, 18~2. 

"DEAR FRIEND, - In my reply to thy letter of the 21st ult., received last 
evening, according to the best of my recollection, my father had a vessel 
built by Ichabod Thomas, at North River, just before the Revolution, for 
himself and Champion & Dickason, of London, for the London trade. .After 
the war commenced, she laid at Nantucket several years, until a license was 
procured for her to go to London with a cargo of oil, Timothy Folger, com­
mander. Several gentlemen from Boston took passage in her, among whom 
were the late Governor Winthrop, Thomas K. Jones, .•• Hutchinson, and 
SOlDe others whose names I do not recollect. 

"In 1181, Admiral Digby granted thirty licenses for our vessels to go 
after whales. I was then connected with my father and L Rodman in busi­
ness. Considerable oil was obtained in 1182. In the fall of that year, I 
went to New York, and procured from Admiral Digby licenses for the Bed­
ford, William Mooers, master, and, I think, the Industry, John Chadwick, 
master. They loaded. The Bedford sailed first, and arrived in the Downs on 
the 23d [3d] of February, the day of the signing of the preliminary treaty of 
peace between the United States, France, and England! and went up to 
London, and there displayed for the first time the United States flag. The 
Industry arrived afterwards, and was, I suppose, the second to display it. 
The widow of George Hayley, who did much business with New England, 
would visit the old Bedford, and see the flag displayed. She was the sister 
of the celebrated John Wilkes. 

"We sent the sloop Speedwell to Aux Cayes (SL Domingo). She was 
taken and carried into Jamaica, but her captain was released one day after. 
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By the treaty. the war ceased in that latitude, and she was released when 
she showed the first United States flag there. On her return home, every 
thing was very low by the retum of peace. We put on board two hundred 
boxes of candles, and with William Johnson (whose widow, I learned, lives 
at Quassi) as supercargo, sent her to Quebec, where hers was the first 
United States flag exhibited. 

" Should thee wish any further information within my recollection, I will 
freely communicate it. 

" I am, with love to thy wife, 
" Thy affectionate friend, 

"WI(. RoTCH, Jun. " 

The London papers of the 6th notice the Bedford's arrival on 
the 3d. 

Thomas Kempton, of New Bedford, who was living in 1866, said 
the Bedford was built at New Bedford, before the year 1770, probably 
by James Lowden, as he was the proprietor of the only ship-yard 
there at that time. She was first rigged as a schooner, afterwards 
changed to a brig, and finally rebuilt, raised upon, furnished with an 
additional deck, and rigged as a ship. After all these alterations, she 
measured only 170 or 180 tons.1 No portrait of her has been pre­
served, and her history, after this notable cruise, is unknown. 

The coinciding testimony of these contemporary English periodi­
cals, the discussion in Parliament, the evidence of' Barnard's History,' 
and the statement of one of her owners, make it conclusive that the 
Bedford was the first vessel to hoist the stars and stripes in a British 
port. The honor has, however, been claimed for the ship United 
States, of Boston, owned by John Hancock; for a Newburyport ship, 
the Comte de Grasse, Nicholas Johnson, master; for the ship William 
Penn, of Philadelphia, Captain Josiah; 2 and for the bark Maria, be­
longing to the owners of the Bedford. 

In 1859, there were three veterans living in Nantucket who re­
membered the Bedford, and who were deeply impressed with her 

1 The Bedford returned to Nantucketand entered at the custom-house, May 81, 1788, 
from London. She made a voyage to the Brazils, 1773-76. 

The tea-ships whose cargoes were turned into Boston harbor, Dee. 16, 1 ;78, were 
freighted by the Botches for the East India Company, and .. a few years since the 
freight for that tea was paid for, every dollar of it, to the said Botches by the East India 
Company, of London:' - utter 0/ F. o. Sanford, of Nantucket, Oct. 29, 1871. 

William Botch, Jun., died at New Bedford, April 17, 1850. 
2 A correspondent of the • Philadelphia Sunday Dispatch,' December, 18il, 8&ya, 

that when Captain Josiah displayed the American flag in England, he commanded the 
Andrea Doria. 
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departure for England, which, after the sufferings of the long and dis· 
tressing war, seemed like sending out a harbinger of peace. 

The preliminaries of peace were signed on the last of November. 
1782, but up to the 21st of January, 1783, it was only known as a 
rumor in the British capital 

The first pUblication of the terms of the treaty was Jan. 28, 1783, 
in a postscript of the London papers, about a week before the amval 
of the Bedford. The king's proclamation was not published until 
the 15th of February, twelve days after her amval. The news was 
first received in Boston, April 23d, but the treaty was not signed until 
September. It is no wonder, then, when the master of the Bedford 
appeared and demanded to enter his vessel at the custom-house, with 
her cargo of oil, coming from a country and people who were still 
considered rebels, his appearance created some consternation. That, 
under the circuIDstances, there should have been hesitancy in entering 
her was as natural as that her arrival should be noted and remem­
bered. 

Captain William Mooers, the master of the Bedford, is traditionally 
reported as one of nature's noblemen, and his prowess as a whaleman 
is familiar to all who have made themselves acquainted. with that haz­
ardous branch of our national enterprise. Erect and commanding in 
appearance, standing over six feet, and weighing more than two hun­
dred pounds, he would have been a marked man out of a thousand. 

The Madame Hayley, alluded to in Mr. Rotch's letter, was a sister 
of John Wilkes, and a valuable friend to Boston and America during 
the Revolution. Both she and Mr. Rotch were passengers in the 
United States (one of the claimants for the Bedford's honors), on her 
return from London to Boston, as I found on her log-book, which I 
saw and examined in 1865. She was a woman of much energy and 
great mercantile endowments. While in Boston, she gave £100 
towards building Charlestown Bridge, and was privileged to be the 
first person to pass over it when completed.1 

1 The first pier of this bridge was Wd on the Uth of June, 1785, and the bridge was 
thrown open for travel June 17, 1786. It was considered at the time the greatest enter­
prise ever undertaken in America. It was the longest bridge in the world, and, except 
the abutments, was entirely of wood. The architect of the bridge was Captain John 
Stone, of Concord; and Lemuel Cox, an ingenioUB shipwright, its constructor. The 
opening of this structure upon the annive188ry of the battle of Bunker's Hill, and only 
eleven years after that event, attracted upwalUs of twenty thonsand spectators. A public 
procllllBion was formed, consisting of both branches of the Legislature, the proprietors and 
artisans of the bridge, military and civil societies. Salutes were fired from the Castle, 
Copp's and Breed's Hill; and two tables, esch three hundred and twenty feet long, were 
Wd on Breed's Hill, at which eight huudred guests sat down, and prolonged the festivi. 
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The Maria, a claimant of the Bedford's honors, belonged to the 
same owners. Mrs. Farrar, a granddaughter of William Rotch, in her 
• Recollections of Seventy Years,' says, Ie I have often heard the old 
gentleman [William Rotch] tell, with pride and pleasure, that the 
Maria was the first ship that ever unCurled the Hag of the United 
States in the Thames." 1 Mrs. Farrar has certainly confounded the 
Maria with the Bedford, for the Maria was not built until the autumn 
of 1782, and was lying at Nantucket when tbe Bedford was at anchor 
in the DOWDS. Mr. Rotcb'sletter was in reply to inquiries respecting 
the Maria. 

The Maria was built at Pembroke, now called Hanson, for a pri­
vateer. According to her register sbe was eighty-six feet long, twenty­
three feet one inch wide, eleven feet six and a half inches deep, and 
measured 202ft tons. She was purchased by Mr. Rotch, and brought 
by Captain Mooers to Nantucket, previous to his sailing thence in the 
Bedford. On bis return from that voyage he took the Maria to Lon­
don with a oorgo of oil, and on a subseq uent vOy~178 be made in her 
the passage from Nantucket to Dover in twenty-one days. His owner 
was a passenger on board.1 It is narrated tbat on the passage Mr. 
Rotch, during a storm, became alarmed, and, venturing part way out 
of the cabin gangway, said, Ie Captain Mooers, it would be more con­
ducive to our safety for thee to take in some sail, thee had better do 
IO!" To which Captain Mooers replied, II Mr. Rotch, I bave under­
taken to carry you to England; there is a comfortable cabin for you j 
I am commander of the ship, and will look to her safety! " He could 
Dot brook directions even from his owner. 

The Maria, under the name of" Maria Pochaco " and the Chilian Hag, 
continned her cruising in the Pacific until 1870, when a notice of her 
springing aleak and foundering at sea was published in the San Fran­
cisco newspapers. At the time of her loss sbe was in sucb good con­
dition she bade fair to outlast ber century. The flag sbe first wore, 

ties until evening. -See Snow', Hiltory of BOIttm.; Drake', Ancie1lt Landmark, of 
BoIttm, 8fd his FieltU au Jfaftlilnr.l of MiIldlue:e: also Columbia" Cmtinel, and the I,,· 
~ CAronil:l.. Doubtless the stars and stripes were ftying, though no mention is 
made of them. 

I Mrs. P. A. Hanaford, in her • Field, Gunboat, Hospital, and Prison,' perpetuatell 
Mrs. Farrar's erroneous statement, and makes the further mistake of calling William 
Botch the father of Mra. Farrar, and the Maria a whale-ship at the time of her voyage to 
EDgJaDd. The pride and plessure of the venerable owner of the Maria were all right, as 
he was the owner of the Bedford, and both ships were commanded by Captain Mooers. 

S The Maria, William Mooers, master, sailed from Nantucket for London, 7th mo. 
fth, 1785. William and Benjamin Rotch, the father and brother of William Botch, Jun., 
on board as pasaengers, going to establiah the whale liahery Crow an English port. 
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though in shreds, is said to be in existence in New Bedford. In 
1852, she was hauled upon the }o'airhaven railway for repairs, but no 
essential improvement or alteration in her model was ever made. 

After her voyage to London, she was employed in the whale fishery, 
and for fifty or sixty years was owned by Samuel Rodman, of New 

The lIarla, 1S5!1. 

Bedford, and his descendants. Our illustration 
represents her as she appeared in 1859. It is 
said there then stood to her credit $250,000 j 
and she had been of no expense to her 
underwriters but once, and then only for a 
trifling amount. She made two voyages to the 
Pacific within the short space of two years, re­
turning each time with a full cargo of oil She 
concluded her first whaling voyage on the 26th of 
September, 1795, and sailed from New Bedford, 
on her twenty-seventh and last whaling voyage, 
under our flag on the 29th of September, 1859. 
On these voyages she is credited with having 

taken 24,419 barrels of sperm, and 134 barrels of whale oill In 
1856, Mr. Hardhitch, of Fairhaven, who, sixty-four years before, had 
assisted in making her a suit of sails, was again employed on the same 
service for her. Feb. 24, 1863, she was repaired and sold at Talcahu­
ana, and passed under the Chilian flag, probably to avoid the risk of 
her capture by rebel cruisers. Her purchasers, Messrs. Burton & 
Trumbull, of Talcahuana, employed her in the coal trade. In July 1, 
1866, she was fitted out for Talcahuana, on a whaling voyage, under 
command of David Briggs, of Dartmouth, Mass., and foundered in 
1870, or, according to another account, was sunk that year in the 
harbor of Payta. 2 I believe the latter to be correct. 

The honor of displaying our flag in England for the first time does 
not, however, rest with any vessel, if a painted representation of it can 
be considered. In that case, to John Singleton Copley, of Boston, 
Mass., the American painter, father of the late Lord Lyndhu~t, must 
be assigned that honor. 

Elkanah Watson, of Philadelphia, a distinguished patriot and phi­
lanthropist, relates in his 'Reminiscences' that, at the close of our 
revolutionary struggle, having on the occasion of Lord Howe's relief 
of Gibraltar received one hundred guineas as the result of a wager, 

1 A detailed statement of these voyages, with the namos of her commanders from 
1796 to 1866, can be found in Ricketson's' History of New BedCord.' 

I Boston Advertiller, July H, 1870. 
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and the same day dining with Copley, he resolved to devote that sum 
to a portrait of himself. The painting was finished all but the back­
ground, that being reserved by Copley to represent a ship bearing 
to Amelica intelligence of the acknowledgment of independence, - a. 
rising sun gilding the stars and stripes of the new-born nation stream­
ing from her gaff. All was completed, save the flag, which the painter 
did not think it prudent to insert, as his gallery was a constant 
resort of the royal family and nobility. I dined, says Watson, with 
the artist on the glorious 5th of December, 1782, after listening with 
him to the speech of the king formally receiving and recognizing the 
United States of America as one of the nations of the earth. Previous 
to dining, and immediately after our return from the House of Lords, 
Copley invited us into his studio, and there and then, with a bold hand, 
master touch, and American heart, attached to the ship the stars 
and stripes. Thus, while the words of acknowledgment were still 
warm from the king's lips, the late rebel, but henceforth free colors, 
were displayed in his own kingdom, and within a few rods of his own 
palace.l 

In the grand federal procession in Philadelphia, July 4,1788, to 
celebrate the Declaration of Independence and the establishment of 
the Constitution, among the numerous flags carried was one of white 
silk, having three fleurs-de-lis and thirteen stars in the union, over 
the words, Sixth of Feb., 1778, in honor of the French alliance. 
The calico printers' flag had in the centre thirteen stars in a blue 
field, and thirteen red stripes in a white field, sUlTOunded by an edge 
of thirty-seven prints of various colors, and the motto, "May the 
Union gO'De'f1l,ment protect the manufacturer3 of Amtlv.a!" The 
merchants and traders carried the flag of a merchant ship i in the 
union were ten illuminated stars, and three traced round in silver, but 
not yet illuminated. There were also other devices on the flag. 

When Washington passed through Philadelphia, April 20, 1789, 
m route to New York, to assume the office of President, he was re­
ceived with distinguished honors. In the river were boats gayly 
adorned with ensigns," among which was what was then a novelty, 
- an American jack which bore eleven stars," representing the eleven 

1 Life and Reminiscences of Elkanah Watson. avo. Through the kindness of D. A p­
pleton &: Co. we are able to give an engraving of this historic portrait, which was attached 
to the 'Reminiacencea.' Greville, in his 'Memoirs,' relates that at a naval review the 
Duke of Richmond, who hated George III., when Lord Lieutenant of S\l8S8X, during the 
American war, sailed in a yacht through the fleet where the king was, with American 
eolors at his masthead. The date of this transaction is not given, and it is not certain 
the stan and atripee were the American 80101'1 hoisted. 
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States which had at that time ratified the Constitution. On the cen­
tre of the floating bridge at Grey's Ferry was raised an American 
ensign; and on another part of the bridge was a high pole, which 
bore a striped liberty cap ornamented with stars, and beneath it a blue 
flag, with the device of a rattlesnake, and motto, .. Don't tread on me." 

Amid many conflicting claims, there seems little doubt that to the 
ship Empress, of China, 360 tons, Captain John Green, the honor be­
longs of being the first vessel to carry our flag into the Chinese sea. 
She sailed from New York on the 22d of February,.1784, touched 
at Cape de Verde on her outward voylLa:.C78, arrived at Macao August 
23, and at Whampoa Allo"Ust 28, where she saluted the shipping 
with thirteen guns. On the 13th of September she was visited with 
great ceremony by the Hoppo, or chief of customs, who was saluted with 

. nine guns on his arriving on board, and thirteen guns on his leaving the 
ship. She returned to New York the 11th of May, 1785, having made 
the round voyage in less than fifteen months.1 She was wrecked off 
Dublin Bay, Feb. 22, 1791, then bearing the name of f Clara.' I 

When the thirteen stripes and stars first appeared at Canton much 
curiosity was excited among the people. News was circulated that a 
strange ship had arrived from the farther end of the world, bearing a 
flag as beautiful as a flower. Everybody went to see the Kaw-kee­
cheun, or flower-flag ship. This name at once established itself in the 
language, and America is now called Kaw-kee-l«Jh, the flower-flag 
country, and an American, Kaw-ku-koch-yin, flower-flag country man, 
- a more complimentary designation than that of red-headed barba­
rian, the name first bestowed on the Dutch. 

Foreign names, however unmeaning originally, when written in 
Chinese acquire a significance which is often strikingly curions. Tbus, 
tbe two Chinese characters, Y ong-kee (Yankee), signify the flag of "the 
ocean, and Washington, or Wo-shing-tung, as it would be written, sig­
nifies rescue and glory at last. 8 

The young prefect of I-ton-hien said: "We call the In-T.."i-li (Eng­
lish) f Houng-mao-iin: that is, f men of red hair,' because it is said 
they have hair of "that color i and we give to the Ya-'TMl!/-T.."ien (Amer­
icans) the name of the f men of the gaudy banner,' becanse it is said 
that they carry at the masts of their vessels a flag striped with various 
colors." • 

The ship Franklin, of Salem, Captain James Devereaux, is believed' 
to have been the first to carry our flag to Japan. She sailed from 

1 Shaw'. Journal I New York Evening Gazette or April 2, 1791. 
• American newspaper. • 11. Huc'. Joumey through the Chinese Empire. 
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Boston Dec. 11, 1798, arrived at Batavia April 28, 1799, reache<l 
Japan July 19, 1799, and arrived home May 20,1800. Her log-book 
is preserved in the library of the Essex Institute at Salem. 

The second vessel to carry our flag direct to Eastern seas was the 
appropriately named sloop Enterprise, Captain Stewart Dean, a little 
sloop-rigged vessel of eighty tons, built at Albany, N. Y., and like the 
ordinary North River craft. She sailed in 1785, and returned home 
within the year. The English factory at Canton, notwithstanding the 
jealousies and interests of trade, struck with the boldness of the ex­
periment, received these adventurers with kindness and hospitality. 

The next vessel to make the adventure to China was the Canton, 
of Philadelphia, Captain Thomas Truxton, which sailed from that port 
early in 1786, and returned to the same port May, 1787, after a suc­
cessful voyage. Congress granted a sea-letter to this vessel, which 
was addressed to the .. Most serene and most puissant, high, illustri­
ous, noble, honorable, venerable, wise, and prudent emperors, kings, 
republics, princes, dukes, earls, barons, lords, burgomasters, counsellors, 
as also judges, officers, justiciaries, and regents of all the good cities and 
places, whether ecclesiastical or secular, who shall see these presents 
or hear them read," - which. would seem to be sufficiently compre­
hensive for her protection. 

The frigate Alliance, the last of the continental frigates retained 
by government, was sold at Philadelphia, June, 1785, and converted 
into an Indiaman. She sailed from Philadelphia for Canton in June, 
1785, owned by Robert Morris, and under command of Captain 
Thomas Reed, and was the second vessel from Philadelphia to China. 
She returned to Philadelphia Sept. 17, 1788. The Alliance, taking 
soundings off the Cape of Good Hope, steered southeast and encircled 
all the eastern and southern islands of the Indian Ocean. Passing the 
south c.ape of New Holland in the course northward to Canton, between 
the latitudes of 70 and 40 S., and between longitudes 1560 and 1620 E., 
they discovered a number of islands, the inhabitants of which were 
black, and had woolly, curled hair. The islands were also inhabited 
by brown people, with straight black hair. Captain Reed believed 
himself to be the discoverer of these islands, and named the principal 
one Morris Island, and another Alliance Island. l 

The honor of being the first to carry our flag around the world is 

I In 1786, at an entertainment given to the Americans by the Portuguese residenta 
of Hacao, at deasert the tables were ornamented with gilded paper castles, pagodas, 
and other Chinese edi6ces, in which were eon6ned numel'Ons slDall birds. The 6rat 
toast WIllI .. Liberty," and at the word the doors of these paper prisons were set open and 
tlte little captives released, and, 8ying about in every direction, _lDed to enjoy their 
liberty. - Skall/. Jounw.l. 
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assigned to the auspiciously and appropriately named ship Columbia, 
which, under command of Captains Kendrick and Gray, circnmnavi­
gated the globe in 1789-90.1 

The Columbia, Captain John Kendrick, and sloop Washington, Cap­
tain Robert Gray, sailed from Boston Sept. 30, 1787, and proceeded to 

the Cape de Verde, and thence to the Falkland Islands. January, 1788, 
they doubled Cape Horn, and immediately after were separated in a 
violent gale. The Washington, continuing her course through the 
Pacific, made the northwest coast in August near latitude 460 N. 
Here Captain Gray thought he perceived indications of the mouth of 
a river, but was unable to ascertain the fact, in consequence of his 
vessel grounding and his being attacked by savages. With the loss 
of one man killed and the mate wounded, the Washington arrived at 
N ootka Sound on the 17th of September, where, some days later, she 
was joined by the Columbia. 

The two vessels spent the winter in the Sound i and the Columbia 
lay there during the following summer, while Captain Gray, in the 
Washington, explored the adjacent waters. On his return to N ootka, 
it was &c,areed by the two captains that Kendrick should take com­
mand of the sloop and remain -npon the coast, while Captain Gray, in 
the Columbia, should carry to Canton the furs which had been col­
lected by both vessels. This was done j and Gray arrived on the 6th 
of December at Canton, where he sold his furs, and took a cargo of 
tea, with which he entered Boston on the 10th of August, 1790, hav­
ing carried the thirteen stars and thirteen stripes for the first time 
around the world. 2 

Kendrick, immediately on parting with the Columbia, proceeded with 
the Washington to the Straits of Fuca, which he sailed through to its 
issue in the Pacific in latitude 510 N. To him belongs the credit of as­
certaining that Nootka and the parts adjacent are an island, to which 
the name of' Vancouver Island' has since been given. Vancouver was 
the British commander who followed in the track of the Americans 
a year later. The injustice done to Kendrick is but one of many simi­
lar instances, - the greatest of all being that our continent bears the 
name, not of Columbus or Cabot, but of a subsequent navigator. 

Captain Kendrick, during the time occupied by Gray on his return 
voyage, besides collecting furs, engaged in various speculations, one of 

1 Bul6nch's Oregon and Eldorado. 
t "I find the ship Columbia has been arrived some days. The concemed in that en. 

terprise have annk fifty per cent or their capital. This is a heavy disappointment to them, 
as they calculated every owner to make an independent fortune." -JiS. LeU"., a-.l 
HmryJackMm, dated Boston, 2211 August, 1790. 
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which was the collection and transportation to China of sandal-wood, 
which grows on many of the tropical islauds of the Pacific, and is in 
great demand throughout the Celestial Empire for ornamental fabrics 
and medicinal purposes. 

Captain Kendrick was killed in exchanging salutes with a Spanish 
vessel at the Sandwich Islands. The wad from one of the Spaniard's 
guns struck him as he stood on the deck of his vessel in his dress­
coat and cocked. hat, as the commander of the expedition, and was 
instantly fatal. 

The Columbia, as has been stated, returned to Boston under 
the command of Gray. Her cargo of Chinese articles did not cover 
the expense of the voyage j nevertheless, her owners refitted her for a 
similar cruise. Again, under the command of Gray, she sailed from 
Boston on the 28th of September, 1790, and arrived at Clyoquot, near 
the Straits of Fuca, June 5, 1791. There and in neighboring waters 
she remained through the following summer and winter, trading with 
the natives and exploring. Early in 1792, Gray sailed on a cruise 
southward along the coast, bent on ascertaining the truth of the ap­
pearances which on his former voyage led him to suspect the exist­
ence of a river discharging its waters at or about the latitude of 46°. 
During this cruise he met with Vancouver. Ou the 29th of April, 
Vancouver writes iu his journal: .. At four o'clock, a sail was dis­
covered at the westward, standing in shore. This was a very great 
novelty, not having seen any vessel but our consort during the last 
eight months. She soon hoisted American colors, and fired a gun to 
leeward. At six we spoke her. She proved to be the ship Columbia, 
commanded by Captain Robert Gray, belonging to Boston, whence she 
had been absent nineteen months. I sent two of my officers on board 
to acquire such information as might be serviceable in our future 
operations. Captain Gray informed them of his having been off the 
mouth of a river, in latitude of 46° 10 north, for nine days j but the 
outset or reflux was so strong as to prevent his ~ntering." 

Vancouver gave no credit to Captain Gray's statement, and re­
marks: " I was thoroughly persuaded, as were most persons of observa­
tion on board, that we could not have passed any safe navigable 
opening, harbor, or place of security for sbipping, from Cape Men­
docino to Luca:'s Strait. H 

After parting with the English ship, Gray sailed along the coast 
southward, and on the 7th of May, 1792, " saw an entrance which had 
a very good appearance of a harbor." Passing through this entrance, 
he found himself in a bay, "well sheltered from the sea by long sand-
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bars and spits," where he remained three days trading with the na­
tives, and then resumed his voyage, bestowing on the place thus 
discovered the name of 'Bulfinch's Harbor,' in honor of one of the 
owners of the ship. This is now known as 'Gray's Harbor.' 

At daybreak on the 11th, after leaving Bulfinch's Harbor, Gray 
observed the entrance of his desired port, bearing east-southeast, 
distant six leagues, and running into it with all sails set, between the 
breakers, he anchored at one o'clock in a large river of fresh water 
ten miles above its mouth. At this spot he remained three days, 
engaged in trading with the natives and filling his casks with water; 
and then sailed up the river about twelve miles along its northem 
shore, where, finding he could proceed no farther, from having taken 
the wrong channel, he came to anchor. On the 20th, he recrossed the 
bar at the mouth of the river and regained the Pacific. 

On leaving the river, Gray gave it the name of his ship, the 
Columbia, the name it still bears. He called the southern point of 
land at the entrance' Cape Adams,' and the northern, , Cape Hancock.' 
The first of these retains its name on our maps, but the latter prom­
ontory is known as 'Cape Disappointment,' a name given to it by 
Lieutenant Meares, an English navigator, who, like Captain Gray, 
judged from appearances there was the outlet of a river at that point, 
but failed finding one, and so recorded his failure in the name of this 
conspicuous headland, which marked the place of his fruitless search. 

From the mouth of Columbia, Gray sailed to Nootka Sound, where 
he communicated his discoveries to the Spanish commandant, Quadra; 
to whom he also gave charts, with descriptions of Bulfinch's Harbor 
and the mouth of the Columbia He departed for Canton in Septem­
ber, and sailed thence for the United States. 

The following medal was struck in commemoration of these events. 

The voyages of Kendrick and Gray were not profitable to the ad­
venturers, yet of benefit to the country. They opened the way to 
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enterprises in the same region which were eminently successful In 
another point of view, these expeditions were fraught with conse­
quences of the utmost importance. Gray's discovery of the Columbia 
was the point most relied upon by our negotiators for establishing the 
claim of the United States to the part of the continent through which 
it flows;. and it is in a great measure owing to his discovery that the 
State of Oregon is now a part of the American Republic. 

From the date of the discovery of the Columbia River to the war 
of 181~14, the direct trade between the American coast and China 
was almost entirely in the bands of citizens of the United States. 
The British merchants were restrained from pursuing it by the oppo­
sition of their East India Company j the Russians were not admitted 
into Chinese ports, and few ships of any other nation. were seen in 
that part of the ocean.1 

The whaling-ship Washington, of Nantucket, under command of 
Captain George Bunker, was the first to show the American flag in a 
Spanish Pacific port. 

About a year after the Columbia had completed her voyage around 
the world, in the summer of 1791, six ships, three of them new and 
three old, were sent out from Nantucket to cruise for whales in that 
ocean. .All sailed under the new-born" Flag of the free." The new 
ships were the Bearce, Hector, and Washington; the old, the Re­
becca, Favorite, and Warren. None of them exceeded two hundred 
and My tons in burthen, and all were heavy, dull sailers, without 
copper on their bottoms, and poorly and scantily fitted; but they were 
manned by men of an iron nerve and an energy that knew no turning. 
They all passed around Cape Hom, and a part went down the coast 
while the others remained on the coast of Chili 

The Washington went to Callao, on the coast of Peru, and on the 
4th of .July, 1792, two months after the discovery of the Columbia 
River by Gray, displayed the stars and stripes in that port. Lying 
there was an English whaling vessel, and a French brig, both manned 
by Nantucket men, who assisted Captain Bunker in his commemora­
tion of the day.2 

In 1790, a rather singular incident in connection with the stars and 
stripes happened at Londonderry, in Ireland. Mr. Lemuel Cox, who 
had gained considerable reputation as the builder of the bridge con­
necting Boston with Charlestown, Mass.,a went to England, where he 

I Bulfineh'. Oregon and Eldorado, and Vancouver'. Voyage. The Spanish ailYllr 
dollars with which the trade W88 conducted received the name of ' Boeton dollara' from 
the natives, a name they are still known by. 

• Letter, F. C. BanCord, of Nantucket. I See ante, p. 293. 
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contracted for and built several bridges on the same general plan j 
among others, for a bridge across the Foyle, at Londonderry, where 
the river was near one thousand feet wide, and the water forty feet 
deep at high water, - an engineering feat which had been pronounced 
by English engineers impracticable. However, with twenty Bostoni­
ans and a few laborers Mr. Cox set to work and completed this 
bridge, consisting of fifty-eight arches, all of American oak, in four 
months. Not a log of the wood was imported before the 1st of May, 
and the bridge was completed in November. The cost . was about 
£15,000.1 

"The bridge being completed, or nearly so, on the 22d of November, 
1790, Mr. Cox gave the people leave to pass over free, in order to save 
them the expense of ferriage; and the first day that persons were 
admitted to pass over, with the consent of the authorities he hoisted 
the American flag in the midst of it, without the smallest inten­
tion of giving the least offence. This proceeding was looked upon 
by every person in an innocent point of view, until about four o'clock 
in the afternoon, when detachments from the Fortieth Regiment, 
under the command of the mayor, marched to the bridge, and a 
desperate affray ensued, the American flag flying all the time. The 
workmen were all Bostonians, who, in the very teeth of the magis­
tracy and soldiery, cut, with their axes, the entrance to the bridge 
open, in order to let the people pass. Three men, viz. -- Cunning­
ham, of Dollartown, a master weaver, Alexander Reed, weaver, 
and --McLaughlin, a laborer, were killed, and several severely 
wounded. During the whole action the anny fought under the thir­
teen stripes; and, what is very extraordinary, an officer fired the first 
shot."s 

This was 'undoubtedly the first action fought in Ireland under the 
stars and stripes, and probably the last. Mr. Cox was taken to the 
jail for safe-keeping from the fury of the populace, and that the dis­
turbance lasted several days is evident from the following notice 
issued by the mayor three days later:-

1 British Chronicle or Union Gazette, Kelso, Oct. 15, 1790. 
llurray's Handbook of Ireland ssys: II It wss a great curiosity, being 1,068 feet long 

and .0 feet wide, and laid on oak piles, the pieces of which were 16 feet nunder, 
bound together by thirteen string pieces equally divided and transversely bolted. It is 
now superseded by a new bridge, costing £100,000, which llerYeB both for the Northern 
Counties Railway and a public road. In Hall's Ireland, vol. iii. p. 212, Cox's bridge i.s 
described, and a view of it given. 

I Independent Chronicle and Universal Advertiser, Karch 17, 1791, and ColUDlbian 
Centinel, llan:h 19, 1791, under heading' Londonderry,' Nov. 23, 1790. 
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"CoIlIlON HALL. 

CC The mayor requests the citizens of 'Derry may meet him this day at 
twelve o'clock, in the town-hall, in order to consider of such measures as 
may be deemed necessary to maintain the laws, and preserve the public tran­
quillity. 

"TUESDAY MORNING, Nov. 25, 1790." 

The cause of the riot is not so 'clear, 88 there are several ve1'8ions 
of it, though all 1Lo<rtee that the American ftag was hoisted over the 
bridge, and in the number of killed and wounded. It seems to have 
been an Irish shindy. The' Columbian Centine1,' in commenting 
upon it, says: .. Upon inquiry, we find Mr. Cox received orders from 
the mayor and corporation of 'Derry to open the bridge on the day 
mentioned, for the benefit of the people, and, 88 the workmen and 
timber were American, permitted him to display upon the bridge the 
American ftag. The novelty of these circumstances drew together a 
large concourse of people. The watermen who were thus thrown out 
of business, collected in numbers to oppose the passing and repassing 
of the people; this occasioned a fracas," &c.1 

Later, the Centinel contains extracts from an English paper, assign­
ing the following 88 the causes of the disturbances, and which probably 
is a correct account of them. It From' the day that the communication 
was opened by means of the bridge, an idea prevailed among the lower 
orders of the people that the passage was to be entirely free, and that 
no toll would be exacted. . . . For the first week, the corporation 
did not think it necessary to assert their right, and permitted a free 
passage. Unfortunately, this indulgence W88' misconstrued, and the 
populace confirmed in their opinion that there was no power to oblige 
them to pay toll Under this idea, when the gate W88 erected for the 
purpose of collecting toll, the multitude, as they came to market, were 
discontented, and many, heated with liquor, refused to pay any toll 
The mayor, sheriff, and several magistrates endeavored to persuade 
them from their illegal opposition; but the nllmbe1'8 increased, and 
they boldly proceeded down the toll-gate in spite of the mlLoaistrates, 
who were obliged to call for a guard of soldiers, and, the riot increas­
ing, to bring to their support nearly the whole of the Fortieth Regiment. 
The military, charging their bayonets, drove the rioters across the 
bridge to the water-side, but they had no sooner got upon the street 
than they turned about and gave battle to the soldiers with repeated 
volleys of stones and brickbats. ~tra,in the magistrates entreated the 

I Columbian Centinel, March 19, 1791. 

20 
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rioters to disperse, and warned them of the fatal consequences of their 
outrages j but they continued the attack At first, the military were 
ordered to fire in the air, then at the tops of houses j but the desper­
ation of the mob increasing, the soldiers were ordered to level their 
muskets. About five in the evening the mob dispersed." 1 

Mr. Cox returned to the United States, where he pursued his me­
chanical tastes, and in 1796 was granted one thousand acres of land 
in Maine by the legislature of Massachusetts. for his various inven­
tions. and died at Charlestown, Mass., Feb. 18,1806. The rude wood­
cut at the head of the • broadside' circulated at the opening of the 
Charlestown bridge was executed II by that masterpiece of ingenuity, 
Mr. Lemuel Cox." I 

On Monday, May 2, 1791. H. B. M. ship Alligator, 28, Isaac Coffin, 
FAq., commander, from Halifax, arrived at Boston, and on passing the 
Castle saluted the flag of the United States with thirteen guns, which 
was immediately returned by the fortress. "This mutual attention in 
powers," says the f Columbian Centinel,' "who were lately ho.~tile to each 
other. shows the superior liberality of the age in which we live, and 
proclaims to the world the verification of that memorable instru­
ment, the Declaration of Independence, in which our political fathers 
declared that they • should hold the king and subjects of Great Britain 
as they did the rest of the world, - enemies in war j in peace, 
friends. .. •8 

This was probably the first salute in Boston to our flag by a British 
vessel of war, and it will be observed her commander was an Ameri­
can by bitth. The vessel had recently left England, only stopping at 
Halifax on her pa.ss&.c,ae out. 

FIFrEEN STARS AND FIFTEEN STRIPES. 

1795-1818. 

Early in 1794, in consequence of the admission of Vermont, 
March 4, 1791, and Kentucky, June 1, 1792, into the sisterhood of 
the Union, .an act was passed increasing the stars and stripes on our 
flag from thirteen to fifteen, but not to take effect until May, 1795. 

The act for this alteration originated in the Senate, and when it 

1 Columbian Centinel, April 2, 1791. Letter from Londondeny, Nov. SO, 1790. 
I See Francis S. Drake's American Biographical Dictionary, and Samnel Adame Drake's 

Historic Fields and Mansions of Middlesex. 
• Columbian Centinel, May S. 1791. 
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came down to the House was the occasion of considerable debate and 
opposition, illustrating the temper of the time as well as the design of 
the flag. 

"Jan. 7, 1794. The House resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled, 'An Act 
making an alteration in the flag of the United States.' 

" Mr. Goodhue thought it a trifling business, which ought not to 
engross the attention of the House, when it was its duty to discuss 
matters of infinitely greater consequence. If we alter the flag from 
thirteen to fifteen stripes, and two additional stars, because Vermont 
and Kentucky have been added, we may go on adding and altering at 
this rate for one hWldred years to come. It is very likely before 
fifteen years elapse we shall consist of twenty States. The flag ought 
to be permanent." 

In almost literal fulfilment of this opinion, when the flag was re­
modelled, in 1818, twenty-four years later, the new union contained 
twenty stars, representatives of as many States. 

"Mr. Lyman differed in opinion with Mr. Goodhue. He thought it 
of the greatest importance not to offend new States. 

" Mr. Thatcher ridiculed the idea of being at so much trouble on a 
consummate piece of frivolity. At this rate, every State should alter 
its public seal when an additional county or township was formed. 
He was SOl'ry to see the House take up their time with such trifles. 

"Mr. Greenup considered it of very great consequence to inform 
the rest of the world we had added two additional States. 

" Mr. Niles was very sorry such a matter should for a moment have 
hindered the House from going into more important matters. He did 
not think the alteration either worth the trouble of adopting or reject­
ing, but he supposed the shortest way to get rid of it was to agree to 
it j and for that reason, and no other, he advised to pass it as soon as 
possible." 

. The committee having 8eareed upon the alteration, the chairman 
reported the bill, and the House took it up. 

"Mr. Boudinot said he thought it of consequence to keep the citi­
zens of Vermont and Kentucky in good humor. They might be 
affronted at our rejecting the bill 

" Mr. Goodhue, continuing his opposition, said he felt for tbe honor 
of the House when spending their time in such sort of business j 1 but 
since it must be passed, he had only to beg as a favor that it might 

1 What would he I&y to the business habits of our modem Congresses, and the time 
waat.ed in frivoloWl debates and buncombe speech ... 
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not appear upon the journal and go into the,world 88·the 8m bill 
passed this session. 

.. Mr. Madison was for the bill passing. 
If Mr. Giles thought it proper that the idea should be preserved of 

the number of our States and the number of stripes corresponding. 
The expense was but trifling, compared with that of forming the gov­
ernment of a new State. 

.. Mr. Smith said that this alteration would cost him five hundred 
dollars, and every vessel in the Union· sixty dollars. He could not 
conceive what the Senate meant by sending them such bills. He 
supposed it was for want of something better to do. He should in­
dulge them, but let us have no more alterations of the. sort.. Let the 
flag be permanent." 

The bill thus debated was finally passed and approved on the 13th 
day of January, 1794. It was the first bill completed at that session 
of Congress, and reads as follows: -

.. Be it enacted, tl:c., That from and after the first day of May, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, the flag of the United States 
be fifteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be fifteen 
stars, white in a blue field." 

The same Oongress, on the 27th of March, 1794. authorized the 
building of the frigate Constitution and five ·other frigates, the com­
mencement of a new navy. The new flag floated over her and all of 
our vessels of war throughout the war of 1812-14. 

When Mr. Monroe, the· United States minister, presented his cre­
dentials on the 14th of August, 1794, to the French Republic, and 
communicated ~ the National Oonvention the wish of his fellow-citi­
zens for the pl"08perity of the nation, the convention, on the report of 
the Committee of Public Safety, to whom his credentials had been re­
ferred; decreed that he should be introduced into the bosom of the 
convention, and the president should give him the fraternal embrace, 
as·a symbol of the friendship which united the American and French 
people. 
. In the National Oonvention, Aug. 15, 1794, the discussions on the 
organization of the several committees were commenced, but the de­
liberation was soon after interrupted by the arrival of the minister 
plenipotentiary from the United States. He was conducted into the 
'centre of the hall, and the secretary read the translation of his dis­
course and credential letters, signed by George Washington, President 
of the United States, and Edmund Randolph, Secretary of State, at 
Philadelphia, May 28. The reading of· this was accompanied by 
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!epe&f;ed snouts of ., Vi" l4 Rlpuhliqvl! Vi" I"RIpuhligwu! and 
unnsual acclamations of applause." The discourse was ordered to be 
printed in the French and American l&n~I788, and was, in: part, as 
folloW8:-

.. Among other things, Mr. Monroe observed that as a certain proof 
of the great desire of his countrymen for the freedom, prosperity, and 
happiness of the French Republic, he assured them that the Conti­
nental Congress had requested the President to make knoWn to them 
this sentiment, and while acting agreeably to the desire of the two 
Houses, the President enjoined him to declare the congeniality of his 
sentiment with theirs." 

The secretary then read the letter of credentials, and the president 
. of the convention replied:-

.. The French people have never forgotten that they owe to the 
.Americans the imitation of liberty. They admired the sublime insur­
:rection of the American people against Albion of old, so proud and 
now so disgraced. They sent their armies to assist the Americans, 
and in strengthening the independence of that country, the French, 
at the same time, learned to break the sceptre of their own tyranny, 
and erect a statue·of liberty on the ruins of a throne founded npon 
the coftUption and the crimes of fourscore centuries." 

The President proceeded to remark" that the alliance between the· 
two republics was not merely a diplomatic transaction, but an alliance· 
of cordial friendship." He hoped that this alliance would be indisso-· 
luble, and prove the scourge of tyrants and the protection of the rights 
of man. He observed how differently an American ambassador would 
bave been received in France six years before, by the usurper of the 
liberty of the people j and how much merit he would have claimed 
for having graciously condescended to take the United States under 
his protection. ,. At this day," he said, .. it is the sovereign people 
itself, represented by its faithful deputies, that receives the ambassador 
with real attachment, while affected mortality (1) is at an end." He 
longed to crown it with the fraternal embrace. .. I am charged," said 
be, .. to give it in the name of the nation. Come and receive it in the 
name of the American nation, and let this scene destroy the last hope 
of the impious coalition of tyrants." 

The President then gave the fraternal kiss and embrace to the 
minister, and declared. that he recognized James Monroe in this 
quality. 

II It was then decreed, on the motion of Mons. Bayle, that the colors 
of both nations should be suspended at the vault of the hall, as a sign 
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of perpetual alliance and union." The Minister took his seat on the 
mountain on the left of the President, and received the fraternal kiss 
from several deputies. The sitting of the convention was suspended. 

On the 25 Fructidor (September 25th), about a month after this 
scene, the President" BERNARD of Saints" announced to the conven­
tion the receipt of a stand of colors by the hands of an officer of the 
United States from the minister plenipotentiary of the United States, 
to be placed in the hall of the National Convention at the side of the 
French colors, accompanied by the following letter:-

" The Minuter of the UniUd State. o/America to the Pruident o/the 
NatimwJ ConfJe7ltion: 

"CITIZEN PREsIDENT, - The convention having decreed that the colon 
of the American and French republics should be united and stream together 
in the place of its sittings, as a testimony of the .union and friendship which 
ought to subsist for ever between the two nations, I thought that I could not 
better manifest the deep impreaaion which this decree has made on me, and· 
express the thankful sensations of my constituents, than by procuring their 
colors to be carefully executed, and in offering them in the name of the 
American people to the representatives of the. French nation. 

" I have had them made in the form lately decreed by Congress [fifteen 
stripes and fifteen stars], and have tmsted them to Captain Barney, an offi­
cer of distinguished merit, who has rendered us great services by sea, in the 
coune of our revolution. He is charged to present and to deposit them on 
the spot which you shall judge proper to appoint for them. Accept, citizen 
president, this standard as a new pledge of the sensibility with which the 
American people always receive the interest and friendship which their good. 
and brave allies give them; as also of the pleasure and ardor with which they 
seize every opportunity of cementing and consolidating the union and good. 
undentanding between the two nations." 

Captain Barney being ordered to be admitted, entered the bar with 
the standard, amidst universal shouts of applause, which also accom­
panied the reading of Mr. Monroe's letter. 

In delivering the standard, Captain Barney said : -
If CITIZEN PRESIDENT: Having been directed by the minister plen­

ipotentiary of the United States of America to present the National 
Convention the fiag asked of him, - the flag under the auspices of. 
which I have had the honor to fight against our common enemy dor­
ing the war which has assured liberty and independence, - I discharge 
the duty with the most lively satisfaction, and deliver it to YOlL 

Henceforth, suspended on the side of that of the French Republic, it 
will become the symbol of the union which subsists between the two 
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natioDS, and last, I hope, as long as the freedom which they have 80 

bravely acquired and so wisely consolidated." 
A member said: If The citizen who has just spoke at the bar is one 

of the most distinguished sea-officers of America. He has rendered 
great service to the liberty of his country, and he could render the 
same to the liberty of France. I demand that this observation he 
referred to the examination of the Committee of Public Safety, and 
that the fraternal embrace be given to this brave officer." 

This proposition was received with applause. Several voices cried, 
II The fraternal embrace!" which was decreed; and Barney went up to 
the chair of the President and received the fraternal emb_ce, amidst 
unanimous acclamation and applause. The fraternal embrace con­
sisted of a "'1'1/, and a kiss upon each cheek. A member arose in his 
place (a Matthieu) and pl'Oposed that their new brother, citoye'" Bar­
ney, should be employed in the navy of the republic. The resolution 
passed unanimously; but Barney was at the time, from his other en­
gagements, obliged to decline the honor. Subsequently he received 
and accepted the rank of capita-iRe de miBBea'U du premie1', and a com­
mission as cluj de division. deB armies navalea, answering to the rank 
of commodore in our service. 

When the grand ceremony decreed by the National Convention in 
honor of Jean Jacques Rousseau, on depositing his remains in the 
Pantheon, took place, Mr. Monroe and all the Americans at Paris 
were especially invited to be present. The population of Paris united 
in one moving mass to honor them. The urn containing the ashes of 
Jean Jacques was placed on a platform erected over the centre of the 
basin of the principal jet d'eau in the Garden of the Tuileries, where 
it remained until the procession was formed and prepared to advance ; 
it was then taken down, and, surrounded by the trappings of mourn­
ing, removed to the place assigned it in the procession. The Ameri­
can minister, and the citizens of the United States who accompanied 
him, were placed immediately in front of the members of the National 
Convention, who appeared in official costumes. The American flag, 
so recently presented to the convention by Mr. Monroe, borne by 
Captain Joshua Barney and a nephew of Mr. Monroe, preceded the 
column of Americans, an honor which the National Convention ap­
pointed to them. A tricolored cordon, supported by the orphan 
sons of revolutionary soldiers, II lea il8ves de la 'IUltion.," crossed the 
front, and led down each flank of the two columns composed of 
Americans and the members of the National Convention. These 
youths were dressed in blue jackets and trousers, and scarlet vests, 
and were several hundreds in number. The procession moved from 
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the Palace of the Tuileries down the principBl avenue of the garden, 
to the Place de 10. mvolution, thence, by the boulevards, through Rue 
St. Honore and other principal streets to the Pont N euf, and thence 
to the Pantheon. The windows of every house from top to bottom, 
on either hand, throughout the whole extent .of the march, were 
crowded with full-dressed females waving handkerchiefs and small 
tricolored flags, while from every story of each house & .large· flag of 
the same description permanently projected The distance from the 
Palace of the Tuileries to the Pantheon, computing the meandering 
of the procession, was about two miles .. Anived at the PotheoD, 
Mr. Monroe and his suite were the only persons permitted to enter: 
the National Convention, to witness the conclusion of the ceremony.1 

It is a little singular that, after all these ceremonies, Mr. Monroe 
omitted to make any mention of them in his official despatches. In a 
postscript to a despatch to the Secretary of State, dated March 6, 1795,2 
six months after these occurrences, he says he had II forgotten to notify 
him officially of his having presented the French National Convention 
with our flag," and adds: II It was done in consequence oran order of its 
body, for its suspension in its halls,·and an intimation from the Presi­
dent himself that they had none, and were ignorant 0/ the model." 

In return, on the 1st of January, 1796,8 the minister· of the French 
Republic to the United States presented the colors of France' to the 
United States, and addressed the President as follows:-

"MR. PRESIDENT: I come to acquit myself of a duty very dear to 
my heart. I come to deposit in your hands, and in the midst of a 

1 LiCe of Commodore Joshua Barney. 
I American State Papers, voL i. 1882 edition, P. 698. 
• Waehington received. a communication from the French minister on the W of 

December, and proposed to receive the colors on the first day of the Rew year, a dq of 
general joy and congratulation. 

, These colors were the tricolor which had been established by the following decree, 
and succeeded the colors, Ire., decreed by the National AlI88mbly, Oct. 21, 1790, and 
were hoisted over the Beet at Brest with ceremonies and festivity, Jan. 11, 1791. 

Feb. 15, 1798. The National Convention of France, in collll8Cluence .of the report of 
St. Andre, passed the following decree: -

"1st. The maritime ftag decreed by the National Constitutional A.s8embly is BDp­
~ 

II 2d. The national lias shall henceforth be formed of the three national colors disposed 
in three eqnal bands, put in a vertical direction, in Buch a manner that the blue be affixed 
to the Btaff of the ftag, the white in the middle, and the red 80ating in the air. 

" 3d. The ftag called the • jack,' and the 8ag on the stem of the ships, shall be dispoaed 
in the same manner, ohllervi.ng the usnal proportion of size. 

II 'tho The streamers (pennants) shall likewiee be formed of three colors; of which 
one-fifth shall be blue, one·fifth white, and three-fifths red. 

II 5th. The national Bag shall be hoisted in all the ships of the republic on the 20th of 
.y; and the minister of mariDe shall sift the a-r orden for that purpoee." 
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people justly renowned for their courage and their love of liberty, the 
symbol of the triumphs and of the enfranchisement of my nation. ..• 
The National Convention, the organ of the will of the French nation, 
have more than once expressed their sentiments to the American 
people; but, above all, these burst forth on that august day, when the 
minister of the United States presented to the national representation 
the colors of his country. Desiring never to lose recollections so dear 
to Frenchmen, as they must be to Americans, the convention ordered 
that these colors should be placed in the hall of their sittings. They 
bad experienced sensations too agreeable not to cause them to be par­
taken of by their allies, and decreed that to them the national colors 
should be presented. 

,. ME. PRESIDENT: I do not doubt their expectations will be fulfilled, 
and I am convinced that every citizen will receive, with pleasing 
emotion, this flag, elsewhere the terror of the enemies of liberty, here 
the certain pledge of faithful friendship; especially when they recol­
lect that it guides to combat men who have shared their toils, and 
who were prepared for liberty, by aiding them to acquire their own." 

General Washington, in his reply the same day to this address, 
after expressing his congratulations on the formation and establish­
ment of the French Republic, said: ,. I receive, sir, with lively sensi­
bility, the symbol of the triumphs and of the enfranchisement of your 
nation, the colors of France, which you have now presented to the 
United States. The transaction will be announced to Congress, and 
the colors will be deposited with those archives of the United States 
which are at once the evidence and the memorial of their freedom and 
independence. May these be perpetual 1 and may the friendship of 
the two republics be commensurate with their existence I" 1 

The House proceeded at once to consider the above, and 
.. Resolved, 'IIllUlni'lMU8lll, That the President be requested to make 

known to the representatives of the French people that this House 
had received with the most sincere and lively sensibility the commu­
nication of the Committee of Public Safety, dated the 21st of October, 
1794, accompanied by the colors of the French Republic; and to 
assure them'that the presentation of the colors of the French Repub­
lic to the Congress of the United States is deemed the most honorable 
testimonial of the existing sympathies and affections of the two repub­
lics founded upon their solid and reciprocal interests; and that this 
House rejoices in the opportunity thereby afforded to congratulate 
the French nation upon the brilliant and glorious achievements which 
have been accomplished under their influence during the present 

1 American State Papen, 8d eeL. vol ii Po lOG. 
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aftlicting war, and confidently hopes that those achievements will be 
attended with the perfect attainment of their object, - the permanent 
establishment of the liberties and happiness of a great and magnani­
mous people." 

Mr. Giles and Mr. Smith were appointed a committee to wait upon 
the President with this resolution.1 

Mr. Adet, the French minister to the United States, was not satis­
fied with this disposition of the tricolor, and nine days later writes to 
Mr. Pickering, Secretary of State, thus: "When the National Conven­
tion decreed that the French flag should be presented by its minister 
to the United States, there was but one opinion as to the place in 
which it should be deposited A decree had placed yours in the hall 
of the legislative body. Every one thought that the French flag 
would with you receive the same honor; all my fel1ow-citizens have, 
one after another, contemplated that pledge of your friendship, and 
each one believed that the Americans would also have the same eager­
ness to view the symbol of the enfranchisement of a friendly nation, 
who, like them, had purchased their liberty at the price' of blood 
This expectation has not been fulfilled, and it has been decided that 
the French flag shall be shut up among the archives. Whatever may 
be the expression of friendship in the answer of the President, how­
ever amicable, also, are the resolutions of the House of Representa­
tives, I cannot doubt, sir, that the order made for preserving a flag 
which the republic sent only to the United States will be looked 
upon by it as a mark of contempt or indifference. Pride, sir, you 
know, is the portion of a free people; and it is never wounded but at 
the expense of friendship. The present circumstances are extremely 
delicate; and when I am convinced the American government had no 
intention of leading the French Republic to think that the gift of her 
flag is worth nothing in its eyes, should it not give her authentic 
proof of it ? Would it not be convenient to fix this flag in a similar 
place to that which yours occupies in France, and where the national 
honor expected to see it 1 JJ 

Mr. Pickering, in his reply, dated Jan. 15,1796, regrets that the 
real and essential friendship of two free people should be wounded by 
a cireumstance of this kind, resulting from the different ideas they 
entertain of the mode most proper for preserving the sign of their lib­
erty, and of the victories and triumphs by which it was acquired, and 

1 American State Papel'8, 3d ed., vol. it p. 100. It would be interesting to know 
the further history of theae colors thua officially received, &8 also of the stars snd stripes 
pl'8!Iented to the National Convention by Mr. Momoe. Is the French Oag still .. shut up 
. among the archives" of the State Department' 

! 
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Calls to mind that the representatives of the French people assembled 
in one room, and that their own colors were exhibited there when it 
was decreed. the colors of the United States should be. That, on the 
contrary, the people of the United States were represented by the 
President or Executive, the Senate, and the H.ouse of Representatives, 
the President being the sole c01&8titutional organ of communication 
with foreign nations. "When, therefore, the colors of France were 
delivered to the President, they were in the only proper manner pre­
sented to the people of the United States of America, for whom the 
President is the only constitutional depositary of foreign communica­
tions. Of these, the President transmits to the two Houses of Con­
gress such as he thinks proper for their information; and thus the 
colors of France were exhibited to their view. But the United States 
have never made a public display of their own colors, except in their 
ships and in their military establishments." "Under these circum­
stances, what honor could be shown to the colors of France more re­
spectful than to deposit them with the evidences and memorials of 
our own freedom and independence l If to the United States only 
the colors of France have been presented, I answer that the colors of 
France alone have been deposited with our national archives, that 
both may be preserved with equal care." He closes with this digni­
fied rebuke to the minister for dictating the proper place for the de­
posit of the French flag: "I must also remark that the people of the 
United States have exhibited nowhere in their deliberative assemblies 
any public spectacles as the tokens of their victories, the symbols of 
their triumphs, or the monuments of their freedom. Understanding 
in what true liberty consists, contented with its enjoyment, and know­
ing how to preserve it, they reverence their own customs, while they 
respect those of their sister repUblic. This I conceive, sir, is the way 
to maintain peace and good harmony between France and the United 
States, and not by demanding an adoption of the manners of the other: 
in these we must be mutually free." II This explanation, sir, I hope 
will be satisfactory to you and to your government, and in concur­
rence with the manner of receiving the French colors, and the unani­
mous sentiments of affection and good wishes expressed on the 
occasion by the President, the Senate, and the House of Representa­
tive.'!, effectually repel every idea that could wound the friendship 
subsisting between the two nations." 1 

1 American State Papel'l, 1832, vol. i. p. 656. This captious Frenchman, a few 
months later, made official complaint that the 'Philadelphia Directory' for 1796 gave 
precedence on its list of foreign ministel'l to the minister of Great Britain over those of 
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In 1797, the little ship-rigged boat Betsey, of only ninety tons, 
Captain Edmund Fanning, sailed from New York, and carried the 
stars and stripes around the world; she returned at the end of two yoars 
with a valuable cargo of silks, teas, china, and nan keens, and with a. 
healthy crew of young fellows all decked in China silk jackets.and 
blanched chip hats trimmed with blue ribbons. The ship presented a· 
daily sight at the Flymarket wharf, where hundreds were daily vis­
itors to see a ship of war in beautiful miniature, with a battery tier 
of guns fore and aft. The voyage was a successful one, and reaul1ied 
in one thousand dollars apiece to the seamen, and gifts of silk, nan­
keen, &0. The Betsey was at first intended for a New York and 
Charleston packet, and rigged as a brig. She was built in New York, 
in 1792, and so far up town as to be launched acl'088 three streets, her 
master-builder having a fancy to build her before his own door in 
Cheapside Street. She is probably the smallest ship that ever com. 
pleted the circumnavigation of the globe. 

Every thing connected with the frigate Constitution, of glorious 
memories and victories, still existing to stimulate the patriotism 
of our naval aspirants, is of interest, and we are happy to be able to 
record the name of the person who first hoisted our flag over her, with 
no conception of the glorious history she would make for it. Her keel 
was laid in 1794, but she was not launched until Oct. 21, 1797. It 
was intended she should be the first vessel of· the new and permanent 
navy. But two of the six frigates ordered to be built under the same 
law were launched before her; viz., The United States, launched July 
10,1797, and destroyed at Norfolk, April 20, 1861 ; ·and the Constel­
lation, launched Sept. 7, 1797, broken up in 1854, and now repre .. 
sented by a razee ship of the same name. 

The Constitution, better known as • Old Ironsides,' often repaired 
and rebuilt, remains of the same model, and is of the same tonnage 
and general appearance as when launched. She was modelled by 
Joshua Humphries, and built by George Claghorne and Mr. Hartt, of 
Boston. 

When ready to be launched, Commodore Samuel Nicholson, who 
had the superintendence of her construction, left the ship-yard to get 
his breakfast, leaving express orders not to hoist any flag over her 
until his return, intending to reserve that honor to himself. Among 
the workmen upon her was a shipwright and caulker named Samuel 
Bentley, who, with the assistance of Harris, another workman, bent 

France and Spain. Hr. Pickering, of eoU1'I8, replies that the United Statel bas DO 0011-
trol over the publicatiOD of almanacs and directories. 
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on and hoisted the stars and stripes during 'the commodore's ab­
sence. When the commodore returned and saw the flag floating 
over her, he was very wrathy, and expressed himself to the offending 
'Workmen in 'Words more strong than polite. Could he have foreseen 
the future of the noble frigate, he would have been still more excited 
at Bentley'S little coup tl itat. He had, however, the satisfaction of 
being the first to command her, and she was the first of the new 
frigates to carry the fifteen stars and fifteen stripes under canvas 
upon the deep blue sea. Bentley died in Boston, in 1852. 

The fifteen stars and fifteen stripes were worn by the Constitution 
before Tripoli, and throughout the war of 1812. It was the flag wom 
by the Constellation in her actions with L'lnsurgente and La Ven­
geance; the flag that 'Waved over Deme; the flag of Lake Erie, Fort 
McHenry, and New Orleans, and of our naval victories on the Atlan­
tic; and which was carried around both Cape Hom and the Cape of 
Good Hope in .the Essex, the first United States vessel of war to 
show a pennant beyond either. 

On the 6th of January, 1800, the Essex, Captain Edward Preble, 
sailed from New York for Batavia, in company with the Congress. 
When six days out, the Congress was dismasted, and the Essex, 
knowing nothing of the disaster, proceeded on her voyage alone. 

On the 28th of March, 1800, she doubled the Cape of Good Hope 
on her outward voyage, and on the 27th of August, 1800, repassed it 
after a tempestuous passage on her retum home, and thus was the 
first vessel of the United States navy to pass and repass that stormy 
barrier, rightly named by its discoverer ., Cabo de las Tormenta8." It 
was also the good fortune of the Essex under Commodore David 
Porter, on her last and most celebrated cruise, to be the first vessel 
of our navy to pass around Cape Hom. The Essex left St. Catharine'S, 
Brazil, on the 26th of January, 1813, passed the Cape on the 14th of 
February, and, after a most stormy and tempestuous time in weather­
ing it, encountered a pleasant southwest breeze in the Pacific Ocean 
on the 5th, and arrived off Valparaiso on the 13th of March, where 
she anchored on the 15th of the same month. 

The Cape was made on the 14th of February under the promising 
auspices of a tolerably clear horizon, a moderate wind from the west­
ward, and a bright SUD. Every man was exulting in their escape 
from the dreaded terrors of Cape Hom, when suddenly a tempest 
burst upon the ship which raised an irregular and dangerous sea, 
and reduced her flowing canvas to storm staysails. Storm succeeded 
storm, with intervals of deceitful calm, which encouraged the making 
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of sail, and added to the ·labor of the hard-working crew, who were 
immediately forced to reef again, to meet the coming blast. 

On the last day of February, being in latitude 50° S., Captain 
Porter, as his ship glided on a smooth sea before a moderate breeze, 
congratulated himself upon the cheering prospect, and made prepara­
tions for fine weather, thinking the dangers and disagreeable attend­
ants of a passage around the Cape all over. The wind, however, soon 
freshened to a gale, and blew with a fury exceeding any thing before 
experienced during the voyage. It was hoped, from the excessive 
violence of the wind, that it. would soon blowout its strength. This 
hope failing, all on board, worn out with fatigue and anxiety, alarmed 
by the terrors of a lee-shore, and in momentary expectation of the loss 
of the masts and bowsprit, began to consider their safety hopeless. 
The ship, with her water-ways gaping and her timbers separating 
widely from the heavy and continued straining to which she had 
been so long exposed, now made a great deal of water, and, to add 
to the fearfulness of the danger, the pumps had become choked. The 
sea meantime had arisen to a great height, threatening to swallow the 
ship at every roll. For two days the stonn continued unabated, but 
as the good ship had resisted its violence, "to the astonishment of 
all, without receiving any considerable injury," it was hoped from her 
excellent qualities she might be able to weather the stonn. Before 
the third day had passed, however, an enonnous sea broke over the 
ship, and for an instant destroyed all hope. The gun-deck ports were 
burst in, both boats on the quarter stove, the spare spars washed from 
the chains, the head-rails swept away, the hammock stanchion crushed, 
and the ship perfectly deluged and water-logged. One man, an old 
sailor, the boatswain, who had been taken from an English packet, 
was so appalled that he cried out in his despair that the ship's broad­
side was stove in, and that she was sinking. The alann ran through.;. 
out the vessel from the spar-deck to the gun-deck, and was caught 
np by those below on the berth-deck, who, deluged by the torrents 
of water rushing down the hatchways, and swept by huge seas out· 
of their hammocks, believed that the Essex was about to plunge 
for ever into the depths of the ocean. The men at the wheel, how­
ever, who were only able to keep to their post by clinging wit·h all 
their might, distinguished themselves by their cool intrepidity, and 
were l'eWarded by Captain Porter after the storm by advancement 
in rank, while others, who had shrank from the terrors of the scene, 
were rebuked for their timidity. 

Leaving this tempestuous weather behind, the Essex quickly passed 
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the inhospitable coasts of Patagonia and Lower Chili, and sailed into 
smoother seas and pleasant weather. 

The Essex cruise furnishes one of the most remarkable chapters in 
our naval history. On the 19th of November, 1813, Captain Porter 
hoisted our flag and took possession of Nukahiva, one of the Marquesas 
Islands in the South Pacific, setting forth his claims to its possession 
in the following declaration, which was signed by himself and attested 
by fifteen of his officers as witnesses: -

" DECLARATION. 

" It is hereby made known to the world, that I, David Porter, a captain 
in the navy of the United States of America, and now in command of the 
United States frigate • Essex,' have, on the part of the said United States, 
taken possession of the island called by the natives • Nookahiva,' generally 
known by the name of' Sir Henry Martin's Island,' but now called • Madison 
Island.' That by the request and assistance of the friendly tribes residing 
in the valley of Tienhoi, as well as of the tribes residing on the mountains, 
whom we have conquered and rendered tributary to our flag, I have caused 
the village of Madison to be built, consisting of six convenient houses, a 
rope-walk, bakery, and other appurtenances, and for the protection of the 
same, as well as for that of the friendly natives, I have constructed a fort, 
calculated for mounting sixteen guns, whereon I have mounted four, and 
called the same' Fort Madison.' 

II Our rigbt to this island, being founded on priority of discovery, con­
quest, and possession, cannot be disputed; but the natives, to secure to 
themselves that friendly protection wbich their defenceless situation 80 

much required, have requested to be admitted into tbe great American fam­
lly, whose pure republican policy approaches so near their own; and, in 
order to encourage these views to their own interest and happiness, as well 
as to render secure our claim to an island valuable on many considerations, 
I have taken on myself to promise them that they shall be so adopted; that 
our chief shall be their chief, and they have given assurances that such of 
their brethren as may hereafter visit them from the United States shall 
enjoy a welcome and hospitable reception among them, and be furnished 
with whatever refreshments and supplies the island may afford j that they 
will protect them against all their enemies, and that, as far as lies in their 
power, they will prevent the subjects of Great Britain (knowing them to be 
such) from coming among them until peace shall have taken place between 
the two nations. 

.. Presents, consisting of the produce of the island to a great amount, 
have been brought in by every tribe in the island, not excepting the most 
remote, and have been enumerated as follows: [Here follows the enumem­
tion of tllirty-one tribes.] Most of the ahove have requested to be taken 
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uuder the protectiou of our flag; aDd all hav.e been willing to purchase, on 
auy terms, a friendship which promises them so many advantages. 

" Influenced by these considerations of humanity, which promise speedy 
civilization to thOse who enjoy every mental and bodily endowment which 
nature can bestow, and which requires only art to perfect, as well as by views 
of policy, which secures to my country a fruitful and populous island, p0s­

sessing every advantage of securityanq supplies for vessels, anu which of 
all others is most happily situated as respects climate and local position, I 
declare that I have, in the most solemn manner, under the A mencaIJ flag 
di.plagtd iIJ Fcwt J/adilO1&, and in the presence of numerous witnesses, taken 
possession of said island, called • Madison Island,' for the use of the United 
States, whereof I am a citizen, and that the act of taking possession was 
announced by a salute of seventeen guns from the artillery of Fort Madison, 
and returned by the shipping in the harbor, which is hereafter to be called 
C Massachusetts Bay.' And that our claim to this island may not hereafter 
be disputed, I have buried in a bottle at the foot of the flag-stafI' in Fort 
Madison a copy of this instrument, together with several pieces of money, 
the coin of the United States. 

"In witness whereof, I have hereunto affixed my signature, this 19th day 
of November, 1813. 

.. DAVID PORTBB." 

As the Marquesas Islands were discovered by the American ca~ 
tains, Ingraham and Roberts, we had. an undoubted· claim to them 
from priority of discovery, and Porter, in taking possession as he did 
of Nukahiva, only followed the custom of other maritime powers. 

The revenue flag of the United States was created by an act of 
Congress approved March 2, 1799, which reads as follows:-

.. SECTION' 102. . And be it further macted, That the cutters and 
boats employed in the service of the revenue shall be distinguished 
from other vessels by an ensign and pendant, with such marks thereon 
as shall be prescribed and directed by the President of the United 
States j and in case any ship or vessel liable to seizure or examination 
shall not bring to, on being required, or being chased by any cutter or 
boat having displayed the pendant and ensign prescribed for vessels 
in the revenue service, it shall be lawful for the captain, master, or 
other person having command of such cutter or boat to fire at or into 
such vessel which shall not bring to, after such pendant and ensign 
shall be hoisted, and a gun shall have been fired by such cutter or 
boat as a signal, and such captain, master, or other person as aforesaid, 
and all persons acting by or under his directions, shall be indemnified 
from any penalties or actions for damages for so doing j and if any 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 321 

person shall be killed or wounded by such firing, and the Captain or 
master or other person aforesaid shall be prosecuted and arrested 
therefor, such captain, master, or other person shall be forthwith ad­
mitted to bail. And if any ship, vessel, or boat not employed in the 
service of the revenue, shall, within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, carry or hoist any ensign or pendant prescribed for vessels in 
the service aforesaid, the master or commander of the ship or vessel 
80 offending shall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars." 

In accordance with this act, the Secretary of the Treasury, Aug. 1, 
1799, prescribed the revenue flag as follows:-

U The ensign and pendant directed by the President under the act 
of 2d of March, 1799, consists of Meen perpendicular stripes alternate 
red and white, the union of the ensign bearing the arms of the United 
States in dark blue on a white field." (See Plate I.) 

The stripes represent the number of States admitted to the union 
when the flag was adopted, and the ensign has undergone no change 
since. In 1871, thirteen blue stars in a white field were substituted 
for the eagle in the union of the pendant. 

Whenever revenue vessels are employed beyond our coast, or in 
conjunction with the navy, they are allowed to wear the national in 
place of the revenue ensign. 

The revenue ensign is always displayed over the custom-houses of 
the United States, and over the other buildings appertaining to the 
Treasury Department of the United States. 

Our stars and stripes were first displayed in a Japanese port in 
1797. The annual ship sent that year by the Dutch from Batavia to 
trade with Japan flew our flag, to avoid capture by the British. The 
vessel was named the Eliza, of New York, and her captain was an 
Englishman. All the so-called Dutch traders to Japan from 1799 to 
1809 were really American. 

In 1807, the Boston ship Eclipse, chartered at Canton by the Rus­
sian American Company, entered the harbor of Nagasaki under 
Russian colors. 

Mr. John Lee claims the honor of having first displayed our flag in 
the Oriental city of Smyrna. In a letter to a naval friend, dated 1837, 
he says: II In 1797, I caused to be waved on board the American vessel 
Ann, of Boston, Captain Daniel Sawyer, the American starry flag, the 
first that appeared in Smyrna, and just after a greater part of the city, my 
house among the rest, had been burnt. She came hither in 127 days 
from the Danish settlement of Tranquebar, on the Coromandel Coast, 
and brought to my house a valuable ~, which I sold to a good profit." 

21 
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Our flag was, however. so little known at Smyrna, that nineteen 
years after. in August. 1812.' two American vessels arriving in that 
port, and the United States having no treaty with the Porte, they 
were obliged to hoist English colol8 in order to obtain admission. 
The English factors were displeased on seeing a foreigner use-their flag 
and obtain privileges under it, and by their representation the British 
consul forbade the Americans usiag it. and informed the custom-house 
the vessels were not of his nation. This ·subjected the Americans to 
six per cent additional duty; but on their threatening to leave with­
out breaking bulk, they were permitted to land their cargo by paying 
a duty of four per cent. - one per cent more than was paid by Eng­
lish vessels. After they had cleared their holds, however, the custom­
house officers seized six barrels of indigo, for which· they could obtain 
no redress.1 

Up to Oct. 20, 1795, the State of Mississippi had been a Spanish 
province. On that day. a treaty was signed at Madrid relinquishing 
the Spanish claim to aU territory above 310 north latitude, and com­
missioners were appointed by both governments to determine the 
boundary. . Andrew Ellicott. of Pennsylvania, was appointed by the 
President commi88ioner on the part of the United States to determine 
the boundary between the United States and the territories of his 
Catholic Majesty, beginning at the 310 north latitude, on the Mis­
sissippi River. and running to the head of St. Mary's River in 
Florida. The American commissioners arrived at Natchez· on the 
29th of February, 179-7; and the stars and stripes were then for the 
first time displayed. 

On the 24th of April, 1797, Lieutenant Pope, U. S. A., with a com­
pany of infantry, ·arrived at· Natchez, and the next day, attended by 
an escort from Bacon's IAmding, with music and colors displayed., 
marched up and deployed in front of the town, saluted the Spanish 
flag, and pitched tents on the bluff in view of the fort and the 
governor's residence, and planted our flag on the bluff, where it now 
floats. 

Ellicott's party landed at Natchez, then occnpied and garrisoned 
by the Spaniards, Nov. 24, 1797, communicated his credentials to 
Governor GaY088, and on the 27th proceeded from' his boats to the 
bluff, pitched his tents. &c., at the npper end of the bluff, a quarter of 
a mile from the Spanish fort, and on the 29th he hoisted the flag of the 
United States. 

In the spring of 1797, Captain Isaac Guion, with two hundred in .. 

1 Select Review. 
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fantry and fifteen pieces of artillery, proQeeded down the Mississippi 
nnder orders, and halted at Chickasaw Bluffs, now Memphis, to de­
liver the Chickasaw annuity. The Spaniards had abandoned the 
position and destroyed·their works, and Captain Guion erected a fort, 
ealled 'Fort Adams,' at the lower Chickasaw BId, - afterwards 
known as Fort Pickering, - and displayed there, for the first time, the 
American flag. Towards the end of 1797, Major William Hersey, 
Third United States Artillery, took possession of Fort Nogales (now 
Vicksburg), and unfurled the flag. In a few months, Colonel John F. 
Hamtremack, First Regiment United States Artillery, concentrated 
the garrisons of Nogales and Natchez at Loftus Heights, and built 
Fort Adams, still known by that name. There ·the flag was displayed, 
and it was seen at no point on the river below. that until Dec. 20, 1803, 
when the standard of France was lowered on the p~ de8 Armiu in 
the city of New Orleans, and the American colors hoisted by Governor 
William C. C. Claiborne and General James Wilkinson, the United 
States commissioners. 

The flag of the United States was first hoisted at the Bay of St. 
Louis, Biloxi, and Pascagoula, on the seaboard of Mississippi, January, 
1811, by order of Governor Claiborne; in Mobile, April 15, 1813, 
when that place was captured by General Wilkinson from the 
Spaniards.1 

In 1797, a schooner was launched at Erie, Penn. She was the 
first vessel under our flag to invade the waters of the Great Lake, 
and the parent of the extensive commerce which now sails over those 
inland seas. She was soon lost, and the enterprise was not followed 
up for several years.1I 

1 Letter, HOD. W. I. H. Claiborne, 1879. 
I In 1878, a brigantine of tt!n tons _ built for the 11118 of the French on Lake Ontario. 
On the 7th of Auguat, 1679, a small v_11eft her anchorap and uceDded the strong 

rapids of the Niagara River into Lake Erie. She _ a peculiar craft, of foreign model, 
full rigged and equipped, having many of the appointments of a man-of-war. A battery 
of 8eYeJl small cannon, with lIOII18 mueketry, constituted her armament. A Rag bearing 
the device of an eagle Boated at her mutheul, and her bow wu ornamented with a carved 
griIIln, in honor of the arms of Count Fl'ontenae, Governor-G~ of Canada. The vee­
eel W&8 the Grill'on, and her projector and builder the adventurous Chevalier de la Salle. 
She _ named • IA Gri/ftn&' in compliment of Count Frontenac, on whOle eecntcheon two 
winged griftine were embJaroned &8 supporters. Being unable to Item the current, a 
dozen men were landed on the eutem shore, and drew her up the stream. A group of 
Seneca watched her movements and shouted their admiration. When the v_I had 
n:aehed the lake, the men on shore embarked, a T. IHu", wu chanted, . the artillery and 
irearme were dieclwged. and the v-t boldly ploughed, withont chart or guide, the 
1Ultried watera of the lake. 

Three manUllCrlpt maps in the archives of the KinieUl'e de 1& Karine in Paris Curnieb. 
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In 1800, our constellation of stars was first displayed before the 
crescent under the walls of Constantinople by the frigate George 
Washington, Captain William Bainbridge, when she carried the trib­
ute of the Dey of Algiers to the Sultan. When the nationality of the 
frigate was reported to the authorities, they returned answer that the 
government had never heard of the United States of America. On 
its being explained that the frigate came from the new world discov­
ered ~y Columbus; a bunch of flowers and a lamp were sent on board, 
- the one as a welcome, the other as a token of amity. 

Captain Bainbridge passed the forts and castles of the Bosphorus 
by a stmtagem; as his ship approached the castles, he shortened sail. 
and made the usual prepamtions for anchoring. When nearly abreast 
of the anchorage, he commenced a salute, which was instantly returned 
from the shore. Under cover of the friendly smoke, sail was made, 
and before the Turks had recovered from their surprise at so unusual 
an occurrence the ship was beyond their batteries, pursuing her way 
to Constantinople. 

At an entertainment subsequently given by Captain Bainbridge to 
the minister of the Sublime Porte, decanters of water were placed upon 
the table (the Mussulmans not drinking wine) from the four quarters 
of the globe, - some of the casks filled in America and Africa being 
still full, and the frigate then anchored between the shores of Europe 
and Asia. This incident, as unique as pleasing, attracted so much 
notice in the diplomatic circle of Constantinople, that the lady of the 
British ambassador borrowed the four decanters to gmce her own table 
at an entertainment the following day. 

indisputable evidence that this vessel WBI built at the mouth of the Cayuga Creek. 
When she WBI lalUlched, a BBlute WBI fired and the T. Dtum WBI chanted i the French. 
men cheered as she entered the water. The Iroquois were unable to represa their astoniab. 
menlo and the Senecas joined in celebrating the lalUlcb by partaking of the brandy which 
WBI liberally and freely distributed. 

The Griffon JIIIiled through Lakes Erie, Huron, St. Clair (which they named), and 
Michigan, or Illinois, 118 it WBI then called, bearing the Bag of France, and started on her 
retum well loaded with a valuable cargo of fora on the 18th of September. On the second 
day after abe .Ued, a storm _ which luted five days. She is reported to have been 
seen among the islands in the northerly end of Lake Michigan two days after sailing by 
lOme Pottawatomiea, who advised the pUot to wait for more favorable weather. They last 
saw her half a league from the shore, helplessly driven by the storm upon a eandbar, 
where she probably foundered. A hatchway, a cabin-door, the trlUlk of a Bag.statr, and 
a few other articles were subsequently found and recognized. as relics or the ill·fated ship, 
- the first vessel of.size to traverse the Great Lakes. - The Building "lid YugafJ8 0/ tM 
GrilftYfl, in 1679, a paper read befon the Buffalo Historical Society, by C. H. Maraball, 
in 1863, revised by the author, and printed in the publications of the BulI'alo Historical 
Society, voL i. No.7, Aug. 1879; also in pamphlet form, pp. 34, 8vo. 
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On the 27th of April, 1805, Lieutenant O'Bannon of the marines 
and Mr. Mann hauled down the Tripolitan colors displayed ovel' the 
fortress of Deme, and unfolded .. our flag" of fifteen stars and fifteen 
stripes in their place, - the first American flag planted upon a fortress 
of the Old W orld.1 

On the 17th of March, 1807, a squadron of United States vessels 
of war, consisting of the bomb ketchs Etna and Vesuvius, and gun­
boats Nos. 11,12,13, and 14, and barge Victory, under the command 
of Commodore Shaw, anchored in the Mississippi River opposite 
Natchez, and was the first naval squadron to display our flag there. 
They came at the request of General Wilkinson, with orders to cap­
ture or sink Burr's flotilla, said to be very formidable, and daily 
expected down the river. 

Previous to the declaration of war, in 1812, against Great Britain, 
it was determined at a cabinet council that our vessels of war should 
be placed in ordinary. it being thought unwise to jeopardize our few 
frigates and sloops of war in a contest with the gigantic navy of the 
enemy.2 Captain William Bainbridge, who was in Washington the 
day after war was declared. consulted with Captain Charles Stewart, 
who was also there, on the propriety of remonstrating against the 
measure. They accordingly wrote to the Secretary .of the Navy, stat­
ing, in forcible language. that such a course would have a chilling 
and unhappy effect on the spirit of the navy. Even if we were to 
lose some of our vessels of war, it would be better to do so, they 
argued, than that they should be ingloriously laid up in harbor, while 
other branches of the service were gallantly contending in the field. 
From the high discipline of our navy, and the eagerness of the officers 
and crews to engage in the contest, they felt perfectly assured that if 
our vessels did not prove invariably triumphant, they would certainly 
never disgrace themselves or the nation. 

Their letter had its effect: our men-of-war were permitted to 
cruise, and the result showed the truth of their predictions. One of 
the earliest triumphs for our flag was the capture of H. B. M. frigate 
Macedonian by the frigate United States off Madeira on the 25th of 
October. 

When the United States and her prize arrived at New London, 
Decatur sent his report of the action and the colors of the Macedo-

1 July j, 1820, at the celebration of the day at Brimfield, MII88., this Bag WBI dis­
played and toasted. - BOIttm Ga:ette, 1820. 

I Life of Bainbridge; LiCe of Stewart; Commodore Stewart's Letter to the U •. 8. 
Nautical Magazine, 18j6, voL ii. pp. 172-185. 

Our entire naval force capable of going to _ coruristed of but U2 gnns, viz. : 27' in 
friaates, 62 in sloops of war, and 78 in brigs and achoonera. - SlnDart', Letter, 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



826 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE 

Dian to Waslrlngton by. Lieutenant Hamilton, a sOn of the Secretary 
of the Navy. With them he arrived in Washington on the evening 
,of the 8th of December, while a ball given to the officers of the navy, 
and particularly to Captain Charles Stewart, of the Constellation, in 
acknowledgment of his recent civilities to the citizens of Washing­
ton, was in progress. The occasion was graced by the presence of 
Captain Isaac Hull, the gallaUt victor of the Guernere, by many 
public functionaries, and by those most. distinguished in the society of 
the capital. The Secretary of the Navy being present, Lieutenant 
Hamilton proceeded to the ball-room with his despatches. He was 
received with acclamations, and, baving acquitted, himself of his 
e1T8lld, was welcomed by the embraces of his father,· mother, and 
sisters, happily present to exult in the safety and suCcess of a beloved 
son and brother. . 

The ball-room had been decorated with the trophies of our recent 
naval vietories. A desire was expressed that, the 00101'8 of the Mace­
donian should be added to those of the Constitution and Alert. They 
'were accordingly bome in by Captains Stewart and Hull, and pre­
sented to Mrs. Madison, the wife of the President, amidst inspiring 
strains of musio; while acclamations of patriotic exultation broke 
from the lips of the fair and the brave. Enthusiasm was at its height 
when, at the supper-table, If the bealth of Commodore Decatur and 
the officers and crew of the United States" was proposed, and drank 
with all the honors.l 

Mter the usual congratulations on this the third naval victory 
gained in a few months over the enemy, Mr. Hamilton, the secretary 
of the DAVY, said to Captain Stewart, "We are indebted to Bainbridge 
and yourself for these flags and victories. Had it not been for your 
$trong remonstrance, not a vessel of war belonging to the govemment 
would have left its anchorage." 

" When Yankee meets the Briton 
Whose blood congenial Hows, 
By Heaven created to be friends, 
By fortune rendered foes, 
Hard must be the battle fray 
Ere well the fight is o'er." I 

The flag wom by the United States brig Enterprise in her action 
with the British brig Boxer, Sept. 4, 1813, and afterwards the pall 

1 McKenzie's Life of Decatur, pp. 181, 182-
I L. M. Sargent's ode, 8UJIg at a dinner given to Captain Hull by the citizens of B0l­

ton, after the capture of the Gueniere. 
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which covered the body of Captain Burrows at bis funeral, bad fifteen 
stripes and fifteen stars, the latter arranged in parallel lines. This 

flag, which was an old one on the day 
of the engagement, and patched with a 
still older one, is now in the posses­
sion of H. G. Quincy, of Portland, and 
was exhibited at the Massachusetts 
Mechanics' Charitable Fair, in Boston, 
October, 1878. After the action, it 
bore the marks of fifty-nine shot-holes, 
chiefly musketry. The illustration is 
from a photograph taken in 1873, when 
what was left of the venerable relic was' 
stitched on canvas, in order that it 
might be photographed.1 

Another interesting relic of the war 
of 1812 is the flag worn at Stonington 

• PIa& or t.he United St.at.es Brig Eul<!rpri8<l. W hen bombarded by the British fleet, 
8ept.~ 1813. Aug. 10,1814. The bombardment was 

opened on that day by the Terror, Despatch, and Pactolus. The town 
was wholly defenceless, t.he supply of ammunition having given out, 

Stonington Flag. 

and at the mercy of the invader, when a 
timid citizen proposed a formal surrender 
by lowering this ensign, which was fly­
ing over a one gun 18-pounder battery. 
" No !" shouted Captain Holmes, indig­
nantly, "the flag shall never come down 
while I am alive!" and when the wind 
died away and it hung drooping from its 
staff, the brave captain held it out on 
the point of a bayonet. that the British 
might see it. In that position several 

shots passed through it, and a companion of Holmes was held up on 
his shoulders. while he nailed it to the staff.2 

The engraving is a sketch of its appearance in 1860, carefully taken 
at the house of its owner, Captain Almy, by Mr. Lossing. It will be 
observed that the flag has sixteen stars and thirteen stripes, one star 
more and two stripes less than the legal number at that time. The flag 
was about three and one half yards long by three in width. The en-

1 See Three Historic Flags and Three September Victories, by G. H. P. 
I LOIIIing'a War or 1812-U. 
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graver, not understanding the heraldry of lines, has in our illustration 
made the field of the union red and the dark stripes blue, while the 
reverse is the case in the flag. 

The close of the war with Great Britain created an interest in the 
trophies which had been gathered by our flag on land and on the sea; 
and in answer to a call from the House of Representatives inquiring 
into the present condition and disposition of the flags, standards, and 
colors taken by the forces of the United States from their enemies, 
John Armstrong, secretary of war, on the 14th of January, 1814, 
reported that of the standards and colors taken by the army of the 
United States during the Revolution, only six flags remained in 
the War Department. Others, it was understood, were deposited in 
Philadelphia, while Congress sat in that city; bnt whether they 
had beell moved with the public offices to Washington, he did not 
know.1 

Mr. Seybert, chairman of the committee to whom the preserva­
tion of these flags and trophies had been referred, reported, Feb. 4, 
1814, "That the collection, preservation, and exhibition of such flags, 
standards, and colors as have been taken by the land and naval forces 
of the United States from their enemies is sanctioned by the prac­
tice of European nations, and more especially by the proceedings of 
the Congress of our Revolution. It is believed there cannot be a 
difference of opinion on this subject; it is natural to rejoice at the 
victories and glory of our country. In Europe, the trophies which 
have been gained in war are preserved with uncommon care. As 
monuments of national power, they have ever been cherished by aU 
civilized nations. In England they are highly prized. Not content 
that they should constitute the ornaments of military institutions, 
such standards are deemed proper subjects for the decorations of 
temples which have been consecrated to the purposes of religious 
worship. The sacred chapels, in common with the royal palaces, are 
the places in which the banners which the British forces have won 
from their enemies are displayed to every subject and traveller. 
It must be recollected that the standard of our Fourth Regiment of 
Infantry, which the enemy received at the lamentable surrender of 

1 .. Four standards were taken at Trenton." - JlaJrrr·Gen.era.l NealA to fJownuno 
Trumbull, Dec. 30, 1776. 

Two flags out of the six which were captured from the Hessian division of the British 
army at Trenton, Dec. 26, 1776, are in the department on the hill at Harrisburg. -Let­
ter, William Buehler to G. B. P., Nov. 18, 1871. 

Twenty·four standards of colors taken from the British army under Cornwallis 
arrived at Philadelphia, Saturday, Nov. 8, 1781. - WeIIcoU'. NiIttntJ 0/ PkiladdpAitJ. 
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Detroit, was, in haste, conveyed to Europe.! Immediately after its 
arrival in London the public prints informed us that it was triumph­
antly displayed in the council chamber at Whitehall Such is the 
British practice." 

"In France, the galleries of Notre Dame are blazoned with these 
splendid trophies; the chapel of the Hotel of the Invalids is richly 
embellished, and exhibits to the numerous visitors the many stand­
ards which that gigantic power has at different times taken from its 
enemies.1 The trophies of war ornament the places of worship in 
Pnlssia, Bohemia, and Austria. It affords no common satisfaction to 
the disabled tar or the superannuated soldier when he informs the 
inquisitive stranger that he gloriously fought in the battle which may 
have gained some of them; for the time he forgets his former suffer­
ings and his present disabled condition; his consolation rests upon 
the power and glory of his country, 80 fully demonstrated by the sight 
of numerous ensigns which have been taken from other nations. 
Other instances in favor of the practice could have been furnished, 
but your committee are persuaded that the ardor of the illustrious 
congress of our Revolution alone will justify the proposition which 
they submit for legislative consideration. As early as the 23d of 
.J nne, 1778, it was 'Ruolved, That the board of war be directed to 
collect the standards and colors taken from the enemy by the army of 
the United States since the commencement of the war.' Had this 
order been strictly observed, and somewhat extended, the present 
pro<'.eedings would be unnecessary. Far from any regulation having 
been adopted in pursnance of the recited resolutions, your committee 
laments the peculiar negligence which ensued. The Secretary of War 
now tells us that only six remain in his office; he cannot give any 
information concerning others; wen their piau 0/ deposit is unknown. 
to the department! The Navy Department P9ssesses no knowledge of 
any flags which were taken 'anterior to the declaration of the" present 
war.' Such as have been captured with the public anned ships of 
the enemy subsequent to the 18th of June, 1812, 'have been care­
fully preserved;' thirteen of them have been already received, as 
will more fully appear by the annexed statement; 8 of these, three 
belonged to the heavy frigates of the enemy, viz. the Guerriere, Mace­
donian, and Java. The Navy Department is also in possession of a 
royalsta1Ulard 0/ Great Britain, which was taken at York, and a union 

1 Now preserved in Chelsa Hospital, see p: 154. • See page 114. 
I For the statement, see American State Papers (naval affairs), 1814, Doc. No. 108, 

2d Se.ion, 13th Congress, p. 299. 
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jack and ftag, which were captured at -Fort George; the Sags of five 
small vessels which were captured. have not been received. Your 
committee regret that the journals of Congress do not exhibit state­
ments of all the standards and colors which were taken during our 
Revolution by the army and navy of the United States; the early 
attention of the legislature to this subject inclines them to believe 
they were very numerous. The capture of Earl Cornwallis alone fur­
nished twenty-four of them I In all probability, as many were taken 
from General Burgoyne. n 1 

" By some, the exhibitions which are contemplated may be consid­
ered as too trivial for legislative provision. Your committee would 
coincide with them in this opinion, did the practice only afford a 
momentary gratification to the curious. Experience must have taught 
European governments that national benefits were derived from the 
course which they have adopted, or it would long since have been 
discontinued. It is presumed that essential conseqlIences proceed 
from the practice, more especially when a nation shall be engaged in 
war, such trophies excite the spirit of a nation, - the result is na­
tional character. The arrival of an enemy's flag is sufficient to l'O1188 

the population of London or Paris. On such occasions the finest na­
tional feelings are developed; and, to the honor of our fellow-citizens 
be it said, they have not been found to want this species of national 
sensibility, when the flags of the Guerriere, Macedonian, Java, &c., 
were exhibited to them. It was indifferent whether they consid-

1 "GeJleral Riedesel commanded that the colora should not be IllUTendered with the 
anna at Saratoga, but, OJl the contrary. that the etaJIi should be burnt ud the Rap care­
fully packed up; thia was dODe as ordered, so that each of the G8I'IIl8D reciJDenta rea1l1 
kept possessiOD of their colors." - Memmr8 Baro7la8 Rieduel. 

On Saturday, Nov. S, 1781, between three and four o'clock in the afternoon. thers 
arrived at Philadelphia twenty.four standards of colors taken with the British army 
under the command of Earl Cornwallis. The volunteer canby of the city received these 
trophies of victory at Schuylkill, from wheDce they escorted ud ushered them into town 
amidst the declamations of a numerous concourse of people. Continental and FreDch 
colors at a distaDce preceded the British, and thus they were JlIlraded dOli'll Market Street 
to the State House. They were tileu carried into CougreD and "laid at their feet." A. 
Dtwsp&per 8CC01Illt. of tWa cerelDouy aays : -

.. The crowd, exulting, &lla with shouta the aky ; 
The walla, the woocls, and loug canals reply. 
Base BritoDBI Tyrant BritoDBI Knock IIllder, 
Takeu 's your earl, soldiers, and pluDder. 
Huza I what colors of the bloody foe I 
Twenty.four in number at the State House door I 
Look! they are British stsndarda, how they ran 
At the President', feet, CougreD and all ! .. 
. WaIt:oI4', HilMlrroJ Pltilaclllpli&. 
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ered themselves of the war or the peace party; each was ambitious 
to rank the victor with himself I The national taste and propensity 
is strongly marked by the eagerness with which all view representa-

, tions of our late unparalleled naval victories! If, then, the art and 
the genius of the painter can thus excite our natures, may we not 
look for much more wheu we have the physical facts placed before 
us, instead of fancy? These flags, the trophies won by our gallant 
tars, demonstrate to us and the world that the invincibility of the 
British naval power has been very much exaggerated. In battle will 
the recollection of them sustain our sailors and OUT soldiers, and im­
part additional skill and valor in support of the cause of our country ! 
The value of standards does not depend upon the gaudy colors which 
they exhibit, no more than upon the nature of the stuff of which they 
may be fabricated. They have been at all times regarded as the 
insignia of fame and power; their surrender is the act of submission. 
The last wish of the proud bearer is the preservation of his eagle; too 
often is the loss of it sealed with the loss of life. In Europe, where 
military operations are on a large scale, though the result of a battle 
should prove destructive to thousands of those who were engaged, the 
capture of a single standard constitutes a prominent feature in the 
details of the action, and adds much to the brilliancy of the achieve­
ment. Colors taken from the enemy were considered a present worthy 
of the nation to General Washingtou, for his signal services in the 
capture of Earl Cornwallis! The records of the proceedings of Con­
gress, during our whole Revolution, mention but two instances where 
this highly honorable and distinguishing mark of approbation was 
noted! In fine, we have declared the flag shall guarantee the safety 
of our citizens. Can a higher value be set upon it? Can we attach 
more honor to it ? 

" It may be asked, What will be the effects of a public display of the 
1Iags which have beeu taken from our enemies 1 This view is con­
sidered important. No one can doubt that the government and the 
people of England would rather we had taken millions of their mer­
chandise, than that we should have it in our power to exhibit the 
flag of a single sloop of war, which was gained by equal force. If the 
enemy will expose to the view of the British nation, and every trav­
eller who may visit them, the one or two flags which they have cap­
tured from us, shall we conceal the many we have taken from them, 
and thus lead others to doubt our possessing any? Shall we permit 
the numerous trophies of our Revolution to moulder into dust by a 
voluntary concealment, without any effort for their preservation 1 If 
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this shall have happened to the proud monuments of our indepen­
dence, shall the fate of those which are now perfect, and which have 
been so lately won on our own coast, on that of South America, oft' 
the Azores, on the lakes, in short, in all latitudes where our tars have 
come in contact with the enemy, be the same ? Is not the preserva­
tion of these flags a duty which we owe to the people of the United 
States 11 Are the achievements of that gallant little navy, which a 
few months ago was the object of derision with the statesmen and 
people of England, but now the cause of their fears, to be buried in 
oblivion? Shall we put at rest the inquiry which the glorious deeds 
of our sailors have excited in the Parliament of Great Britain? Shall 
we, at our expense, approve the labored calculations of the enemy? 
with her, confound reason and common sense, and attribute simple 
truths to fallacious causes, or shall we give in to a practice so gener­
ally cherished by other nations 1 Our successes on the ocean consti­
tute the pride of our country; they have secured to us the respect of 
foreign nations. In Europe we &.e,oain hold that rank which our an­
cestors had obtained by their many hard-fought conflicts, which we 
had nearly forfeited Have we not accomplished more than Spain 
did with her C invincible armadas;' than did Holland with her De 
Witts, Van Tromps, and De Ruyters; than :France could achieve, 
when she was in the zenith of her naval power; than did Great 
Britain with her Nelsons, Rodneys, Howes, and St. Vincents? The 
naval annals of England furnish no instance in which every vessel 
belonging to a hostile fleet was captured" 

.. Some may doubt our possessing a number of standards sufficient 
to warrant their public exhibition. Had we but few of them, we 
should not deny our sanction to the principle. Your committee re­
gret that special order had not been taken by Congress immediately 
after the receipt of the first present of this kind: we alluded to the 
colors which were taken by General Montgomery from the Seventh 
British Regiment at Chamblee, on the 18th of October, 1775. 

cc The French pride themselves on their ability to exhibit the two 

1 The Bags of the Collowing British vessels of war are preserved in the gunnery-room 
of the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, viz. : Alert, 20; Beresford, 1 ; Boxer, 
H; Chippaway, 1 ; Chubb, 11 ; Conliance,37 ; Cyane, 2'; Detroit, 20; Dominica, 16 ; 
Duke of Gloucester, H; Epervier, 18 ; Frolic, 22; Guerriere, 38; Hunter, 10 ; Java, 18 ; 
Lady Provost, 13; Levant, 20; Little Belt, 3; Linnet, 16; Macedonian, 88; Peacock, 
20; Penguin, 18; Reindeer, 18; St. Lawrence, 15; and a royal standard captured at 
York, Canada. There is also preserved there the flags of the French vessels oCwar: La 
Berceau, 24; L'Insurgente, '0; Algerine frigate Mezoura, '6; and brig Eatudis, U 
guns; also several Bags captured from the Mexicans in 18'5-48. 
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which they have taken from our present enemy; for so lately as the 
year 1800 they had only two of the naval Hags of Great Britain! 
Though the War and Navy Departments can immediately furnish but 
twenty or twenty-five of these Hags, it is probable the place of deposit 
will be ascertained, so as to put within our power many of those which 
were gained during our Revolution. Where are those which were 
won during the dispute with France in 1798 11 The same may be 
asked of those which the defeats of Deme and Tripoli should furnish. 

II The only project which now remains for consideration is the place 
most proper for their exhibition. This should be public, and easy of 
access; at the same time, it should be properly secure from villanou8 
attempts. These Hags should be placed so as to be seen by every 
citizen who might wish to observe them. It will be of advantage 
that they should be noticed by every foreigner who may visit the 
United States. Can any objection be made to the spacious national 
apartments which are devoted to legislative purposes t What orna­
ments can be more suitable 1 Go abroad, and you may see the walls 
of the British House of Lords decorated with representations of some 
of the celebrated battles which were fought by the troops of Great 
Britain. At home we find the principle already established by one 
branch of the legislature of the United States. In the senate cham­
ber observe engravings of some of the battles of our Revolution; and, 
had time allowed the execution of the original design of the architect, 
the precedent would have had existence in the chamber of the repre­
sentatives of the United States. It was contemplated that the frieze 
over the capitals of the Corinthian columns which sustain the dome 
should present, in reliew, a regular series of the battles which secured 
our independence. Such decorations might gratify the artist, and 
afford an opportunity to display his talents; but, in a national point 
of view, little or no effect would be produced. It must be conceded 
that much more will be communicated to the spectators by the dis­
play of the captured standards. 

II No one can pretend that any difference exists between the repre­
sentations which we have noticed, and the standards which have been 
taken from the enemy, as will warrant the public exhibition of the 
one, and preclude that of the other; these subjects are most inti­
mately connected, and their iendency must be the same. The public 

. exhibition of these trophies is due to the very superior skill and valor 
which achieved them. The sight of them will bring to recollection 

1 The colors or the Berceau &Ild Insurgente are (1880) in the gunnery-room of the 
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md. 
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every circumstance of cause and effect. They will constitute valuable 
records of illustrious portions of our history; they will form a collec­
tion of the prouMst monuments to commemorate the brilliant deeds 
of a rising nation." 1 

The result of this exhaustive and interesting paper was the enact­
meut of the following law, approved April 18, 1814, Ito fortnight after 
the report: -

" An Act to prOflitk for eM coUection and pruertJatwn of meA flag., aea7idartb, 
and color. (II akall !&ave been or ma!l l/.tTtlaJter be taken. b!l eM land and 
naval forcu of tM UniUd, Statu from tkeir enemiu.' 

"SECTION 1. That the secretaries of the War and Navy Departments be, 
and they are hereby, directed to cause to be collected and transmitted to 
them, at the seat of the government of the United States, all such flags, 
standards, and colors as shall have been or may hereafter be taken by the 
army and navy of the United States from their enemies. 

" SECT. 2. That all the flags, standards, and colors of the description afore­
said, and such 88 may be hereafter transmitted to them, be, with all COD­

venient despatch, delivered to the President of the United States, for the 
purpose of being, under hie direction, preserved and displayed in such 
public place as he shall deem proper. 

"SECT. 3. [$500 appropriated]." 

Forty years later, on the 3d of March, 1855, the subject was re­
vived, and one of the provisions of an act making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the government directed the 
Secretary of War "to cause to be constructed in a central position on 
the public grounds in W ashingto~ a suitable building for the care 
and preservation of the arms, &c., of the militia of the District of 
Columbia, and lor the ca.re and preservation 01 the m.ilitary trophiu 
01 the Revolutionary and other wars, and for the deposit of newly 
invented and model arms," &c., and thirty thousand dollars 'was 
appropriated for carrying the act into effect. 

Neither of these laws have been very strictly enforced; for, on 
inquiry of the War Department, I learn that "no building has been 
erected as a place of general deposit for flags, and that all the flags 
captured by the army prior to the War of the Rebellion have been 
sent to West Point, including 01&Il or two British flags." No printed 
list of them is in the possession of the War Department.' 

1 American State Papers, folio 1882, voL i. pp. '88-490. 
, LaW8 of the United States, voL iii. p. 133. 
• Letter from Secretary of War, Dec. 21, 1871, enclosiDg lIIIIJlorandum from the 

Adjutant-General U. S.Army. 
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All flags captured by the navy which have been preserved are now 
deposited in the gunnery-room of the Naval Academy, Annapolis. 

Bon. William L Marcy, afterwards governor of the State of New 
York and Secretary of State for the United States, but in the war of 
1812-14 a young lieutenant in Captain Lewis's company of militia, 
on the 14th of October, 1812, captured the first British flag taken in 
the war, - the flag that waved over a block-house at St. Regis, in Can­
ada. He bore it in triumph to French Mills, and it was presented to 
the people of the State of New York in the Capitol at Albany. 

In June, 1815, a few days before the comer-stone of the Washing­
ton monument at Baltimore was laid, Mr. Custis, accompanied by 
Messrs. Lewis and Grymes, sailed from Alexandria for Pope's Creek 
in the Lady of the Lake, a small vessel belonging to Mr. Custis, for 
the purpose of placing a freestone slab over the birthplace of Wash­
ington. with this simple inscription, -

"HERE THE 11TH OP FEBRUARY [0. S.] 11:12, 
GEORGE WASHINGTON WAS BORN." 

Arrived at the hallowed spot, they proceeded to deposit the in­
scribed tablet in the proper place. 

"Desirous of making the ceremonial as imposing as circumstances 
would permit," says Mr. Custis, It we enveloped the stone in the STAR 
SPANGLED BANNER of our country, and it was borne to its resting­
place in the arms of the descendants of four revolutionary patriots and 
soldiers, - Samuel Lewis, a captain in Baylor's regiment of horse, 
and a nephew of Washington j William Grymes, the son of a gallant 
and distinguished officer of the Life Guards j the captain of the vessel, 
the son of a soldier wounded in the battle of Guilford j and George 
Washington Park Custis, the son of John Parke Custis, aide-de-camp 
to the commander-in-chief before Cambridge and Yorktown. We 
gathered the bricks of the ancient chimney which once formed the 
hearthstone where in infancy Washington had played, and constructed 
a rude kind of a pedestal, on which we reverently placed the first stone, 
commending it to the respect and protection of the American people 
in general, and the citizens of Westmoreland in particular." 1 

1 LoasiDg'. Field.Book, voL ii. p. 218, which baa an engraving of the monumental 
stone. 
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PART IV. 

THE STARS AND STRIPES. 

A.D. 1818-1861. 

THE FLAG OF THIRTEEN STRIPES, AND A STAR FOR EACH 
STATE OF THE UNION. 

CHRONICLES 01' THE FLAG. 

1818-1861. 
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THE HERALDRY OF THE AMERICAN FLAG. 

By CJwu.a J. LvU1U, of Pbiladelpbla. 

II When kingly presumption lOOled war's desolation, 
To sweep o'er Columbia and wly her charm .. 

Our fathers united, to found a new nation, 
And symboled it well in our blazon of &I'IIIB. 

Their homes were thirteen, 10 they Collowed that number, 
Seven red and six white, in a aeries of t.ra ; 

And-painting love's vigilance, foreign to Blumber­
They chose a blue quarter with thirteen white &talL 

.. Thirteen blazed at once in their new constellation, 
The Daughters of Freedom, a star for each mate : 

A new silver star ia the fine augmentation 
Of houor they granted Cor every new State. 

They named no abatement, in view of B8C88Bion, 
But bound os, their children, to foster the trust. 

II The white of the field proved their bate of oppraon, 
Their passion for peace and abhorrence of war ; 

The red, in excess, warned o'erweening aggression 
It aye should be met and repolaed from their shore. 

Troth shines in the quarter thus tinctured of Hesven ; 
Youth and strength light the stars. that have ne'er paled or Bet: 

Year by year they incre&B8 - _y God gruRl tlIlIl tMir leIIia. 
.E:r:Unding, WJlI nI-YOutA 1M co7IliReRt. va I 

II So fashioned our fathers the FUG OF THB UNION, 

Which glads every wave of the world-lashing seas,­
Revered by each man in our patriot communion, -

The handsomest banner that rides on the breeze. 
With this sign they conquered_ 'Midst cannon and mortar. 

Sword, musket, and rifte, still glitters this shield ; 
A quarter that stoops to no nation for quarter, 

A field p~nt ever where Coes are afield • 

.. As the stars and the stripes are our States interwoven, 
Having grown thus from weakness to far-spreading might, 

Then periah the villain who, wanting them cloven, 
Would quench their resplendence in treachery's night! " 
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PART IV. 

THE STARS AND STRIPES. 

1818-1861. 

THE FLAG OF THIRTEEN STRIPES, AND A STAR FOR 
EACH STATE OF THE UNION. 

" Han to our banner brave, 
All o'er the land and wave, 

To-day unfurled I 
No (olda to us 80 (air, 
Thrown on the summer air, 
None can with thee compare, 

In all the world." - W. P. Tildm. 

THE admission of the States of Tennessee, Ohio, Louisiana, and In­
diana made some change in the flag desirable. Accordingly, on the 
admission of Indiana, in 1816, the Hon. Peter Wendover, of New 

York, offered a resolution .. that a 
committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of altering the 
flag of the United States." 

Consequently a committee was ap­
pointed, and reported a bill on the 
2d of January, 1817, which was not 
acted upon. While this committee 
had the matter under consideration, 
Mr. Wendover called upon Captain 
S. C. Reid, then in Washington, and 
famous for his defence of the priva­
teer General Armstrong, in Fayal 
Roads, and asked him to make a 
design for our flag, which would 
represent the increase of the States, 

without destroying its distinctive character, the committee being dis-
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posed to increase both stars and stripes to twenty, the whole number 
of States then existing in the Union. 

Captain Reid, thus called upon, recommended reducing the stripes 
to thirteen, to represent the original States, and the stars to be in-

. creased to the number of all the States, formed into one. great star, 
whose brilliancy should represent their union, and thus symbolize in 
the flag the origin and progress of the country, and its motto, 'B 
Pluribwl Unum.' He also proposed there should be the addition of 
a star for each new State admitted. The flag thus designed he in­
tended for merchant vessels, and proposed as a distinction that the 
stars on the ensigns of vessels of war should be placed in parallel 
lines. 

Conformably to Captain Reid's suggestions, the committee re­
ported:-

" That they have maturely examined the subject submitted to their 
consideration, and we are well aware that any proposition essentially 
to alter the flag of the United States, either in the general form or in 
the distribution of its parts, would be as unacceptable to the legisla­
ture aud to the people, as it would be uncongenial with the views of 
the committee. 

" Fully persuaded that the form selected for the American flag was 
·truly emblematical of our origin and existence as an independent 
nation, and that, as such, it has received the approbation and support 
of the citizens of the Union, it ought to undergo no change that would 
decrease its conspicuit.y or tend to deprive it of its representative char­
acter. The committee, however, believe that a change in the number 
of States in the Union sufficiently indicates the propriety of such a 
change in the arrangement of the flag as shall best accord with the 
reason that led to its adoption, and sufficiently points to important 
periods in our history." 

"The original flag of the United States was composed of thirteen 
stripes and thirteen stars, and was adopted by a resolution of the Con­
tinental Congress on the 14th of June, 1777. On the 13th of Jan­
uary, 1794, after two new States had been admitted into the Union, 
the national legislature passed an act, that the stripes and stars should, 
on a day fixed, be increased to fifteen each, to comport with the then 
independent States. The accession of new States since that altera­
tion, and the certain prospect that at no distant period the number of 
States will be considerably multiplied, render it, in the opinion of the 
committee, highly inexpedient to increase the number of stripes. as 
every flag must, in some measure, be limited in ita size, from the cit-
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cumstance of convenience to the place on whieh. it is to be displayed, 
while such an increase would necessarily decrease their magnitude, 
and render them proportionally less distinct to distant observation. 
This consideration has induced many to retain only the general form 
of the flag, while there actually exists a great want of uniformity in 
its adjustment, particularly when used on small private vessels . 

.. The national flag being in general use by vessels of almost every 
description, it appears to the committee of considerable importance 
to adopt some arrangement calculated to prevent, in future, great or 
extensive alterations. Under these impressions, they are led to be­
lieve no alteration could be made more emblematical of our origin 
and present existence, as composed of a. number of independent and 
united States, than to reduce the stripes to the original thirteen, repre­
senting the number of States then contending for and happily achiev­
ing their independence, and to increase the stars to correspond with 
the number of States now in the Union, and hereafter to add one star 
to the flag whenever a. new State shall be fully admitted 

.. These slight alterations will, in the opinion of the committee, 
meet the general approbation, as well of those who may have regretted 
a former departure from the original :flag, as of such as are solicitous 
to see in it a representation of every State in the U Dion. 

IC The committee cannot believe that, in retaining only thirteen 
stripes, it necessarily follows they should be distinctly considered in 
reference to certain individual States, inasmuch as nearly all the new 
States were a component part of, and represented in, the original j 
and inasmuch, also, as the flag is intended to signify numbers, and 
not local and particular sections of the Union. 

.. The committee respectively report a bill accordingly." 1 

The bill, through pressure of other business before Congress, re­
mained unacted upon; but on the reassembling of Congress, on the 
16th of December, 1817, Mr. Wendover renewed his resolution, "that 
a committee be appointed to inquire into the expediency of altering 
the flag of the United States, and that they have leave to report, 
by bill or otherwise." Mr. Wendover said he would make but few 
remarks, the subject not being a novel one, a bill relative thereto 
baving been submitted at tbe last session. Had the flag never under­
gone alteration, be should not propose to make a further alteration 
now. Having once been altered, he thought it could be improved. 
It was his impression, and he thought it was generally believed, that 

1 The 'British Nan! Chronicle' Cor 1817 publishes this report in full, aDd calla it 
.. a eurioUl historlcal document." 
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the ftag never would be essentially injured by an alteration on the 
same principle of increasing both stripes and stars. 

Mr. Wendover then stated the incongruity of the ftags in general 
use (except those of the navy) not agreeing with the law, and gen­
erally greatly varying from each other. He instanced the ftags then 
ftying over the building in which Congress sat, and that at the navy­
yard, one of which contained only nine stripes, the other eighteen, and 
neither conforming to the law. 

It was of some importance, he conceived, that the ftag of the nation 
should be designated with precision, and that the practice under the 
law should be conformed to its requisitions. 

On the 6th of January, 1818, the committee of which Mr. Wen­
dover was chairman reported that, having maturely considered the 
subject referred to them, they have adopted substantially the report 
of the committee on the same subject at the last session. 

The committee are fully persuaded that the form selected for the 
American ftag was truly emblematical of our origin and existence as 
an independent nation; and that, as such, it having met the approba­
tion and received the support of the citizens of the Union, it ought 
to undergo no change that would decrease its conspicuity or tend to 
deprive it of its representative character. 

The committee believe, however, that an increase in the number 
of States in the Union since the flag was altered by law sufficiently 
indicates the propriety of such a change in the arrangement of the 
ftag as shall best accord with the reasons that led to its original adop­
tion, and sufficiently point to important periods in our history. 

The original ftag of the United States was composed of thirteen 
stripes and thirteen stars, and the committee cannot view the pro­
posed inconsiderable addition of a star for each new State, in the light 
of a departure from the permanency of form which should character­
ize the flag of the nation. 

In connection with this alteration of the ftag, Mr. Wendover wrote 
to Captain Reid: -

"WASHINGTON, Feb. 13. 1817. 

"DEAR SIR, -. • • The flag is yet on the table. I know not when it 
will get to the anvil. I received the flag from Mr. Jarvis, and would have 
presented him my thanks for his polite attention to my request, but I am 
80 oppressed with letter writing that I have no time to take exercise, and 
but little to sleep. Please present my thanks to Mr. Jarvis for his kindness 
to me and the standard addressed to you accompanying it. 

" I find the flag proposition is almost universally approved of, but fear 
the ltandard will have to lie over until next session." 
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His letter refers to a design for a national standard, which, however, 
was not adopted, composed of the emblematic representations of our 

A Delip tor a N.tIoaal Standard. 

escutcheon quartered upon it: viz., the 
stars, white on a blue field on the up­
per left-hand quarter; the Goddess of 
Liberty on a white field under the stars j 
the eagle in the upper right-hand quar­
ter or fly of the standard on a white 
field j and the thirteen alternate stripes 
of red and white under the eagle. 

He proposed this standard should be 
hoisted over the halls of Congress, at 
our navy-yards and arsenals, and at 
other public places visited by the Pres­
ident of the United States, during his 
presence. 

On the 17th of January, 1818, Mr. Wendover wrote Captain 
Reid:-

"As I am not a military man, I leave to others to regulate the 
cockade. I shall attend to the • star-spangled banner,' though I wish 
the other changed from British to American." 

He wrote Iloaain, -
II W A8HI!'IGTON, March 21. 1818. 

• • • .. This day the first call on the docket was the star-spangled ban­
ner. I moved to go in committee on the bill. General Smith moved to 
discharge the committee of the whole, and postpone the bill indefinitely. 
I appealed to that gentleman and the House, if they were willing thus to 
neglect the banner of freedom . 

.. General Smith's motion was negatived by almost a unanimous vote, 
and we hoisted the striped bunting in committee of the whole. After I had 
made a few oMervations, and sat down, Mr. Poindexter moved to strike out 
ttDtnty liar. and insert .tvtn, with a view to have stripes for the old and 
stars for the new States. Motion rejected nearly unanimously. Mr. Folger 
then moved to strike out twenty and insert thirteen, to restore the original 
flag; his motion was also negatived by a similar vote. Mr. Robertson then 
expressed a wish to fix an arbitrary number of stripes, say nine or eleven; 
but no one seemed to approve of his idea, and the committee rose and 
reported the bill without amendment, and the House ordered it to be 
engroMed for a third reading to-morrow by almost a unanimous vote. It 
was remarked by many that the subject came up in good time, as our flag 
almost blew away with the severe storm which on Saturday was almost 
a hurricane. It is now completely' ragged bunting,' and I fear we shall 
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have to sit a pan of· tIle.aeasion lrithout the' st.ar.pang1ed 'ba.nner' over our 
heads. 

"Yoms, 
"Pr. H. WENDOVER. 

"P. S. ~h 25th. Having written the within after the close of the 
last mail, I kept this open to inform you further as to the 'star-apaDgled 
banner.' The bill had its third reading this day, a little before twelve 
o'clock, and passed with perhaps two or three noes j after which Mr. Taylor 
moved to amend the title of the bill, and instead of alter, it is now 'a bill 
to utabliM the flag of the United States,' which goes 80 much further in 
approbation of your plan, as the bill is now considered by our House as 
fixing permanently the flag, except 80 far as to admit in every new planet 
that may be seen in our political horizon. 

"I this day had our flag measured up and down the staft It is four­
'-n feet and four inches, but it ought to be eighteen feet hoist, and floating 
in the air in proportion eay twenty-aeven feet; all tbis you know better than 
I do. Now, Jack, I ask as a favor that you will be pleased to inform me, as 
lOOn as convenient, what a flag of that size will eost in New York, made for 
the purpose, with thirteen. .tripu, and twenty mm forming one great ItmWliJry, 
ell per palteboard pta,. you Aatuled file. And if tbe bill passes the Senate 
soon, it is probable I shall request the captain of the late General Armstrong 
to have a flag made for Congress Hall under his direction. Please inquire 
as to the coat of materials, &c., and write me soon, that Congress, for their 
firm support of the bill, may, before they adjourn, see the banner raised." 

He wrote again, -
.. W ASIIINGTON, HALL OF RBPBE8DTATIV~ 

.. April 9, 1818, 2 P.K. 

"This morning a message was received from the President that on 
the 4th inst., among other bills, be approved and signed the' bill to utabliM 
1M flag of the United StatM,' so tbat, notwithstanding the cant and flings 
of Coleman, Hanson, &0., in the 'Evening Post' and 'Baltimore Telegraph,' 
the proposition for the alteration of the flag has met the support of the House 
of Representatives, and passed as first suggested. In the Senate the bill 
passed unanimously. • • • On the subject of the standard, and distinctions 
between public and private vesse1a, we will have a confabulation wben I see 
yon." 

'. Again he wrote: -
"WASHINGTON, April IS, 1818. 

"DUB Sm, - I have just time to inform you that the new flag for Con· 
gresa Hall arrived here per mail this day, and was hoisted to replace the old 
one at two o'clock, and has given much eatisfaetion to all who have seen it, 
as far as I bave heard. I am pleased with ita form and proportions, and 
have no doubt it will satisfy the public mind. 
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." Mr. Olay (the speaker of the House) says it is wrong that there should 
be no charge in your bill for making the flag. If pay for that will be accepta­
ble, on being informed I will procure it. Do not understand me as intend­
ing to wound the feelings of MIS. Reid, nor others who may have given aid 
in the business, and please present my thanks to her and them, and accept 
the same for yourself. 

" In haste, yours with esteem, 
"Pr. H. WBNDOYBB. It 

The law which, &careeably to Captain Reid's suggestion and the re­
ports of the committees, was by Mr. Wendover's exertions enacted, 
reads as follows:-

".AN Am TO BlTABLISB TBB FLAG 01' THB UNlTBD SUTB8. 
"SBar. 1. Be it enacted, J:c., That from and after the fourth day of J uIy 

next, tbe flag of the United States be thirteen horizontal stripes, alternate 
red and white; that the union have twenty stars, white in a blue field. 

. "SBCT. 2. .And be it JurtAer e1I4Ct«l, That on the admission of every new 
State into the U nian, oue. star be added to the union of the flag; and that 
auch addition shall take. efi'ect on the fourth of July next succeeding such 
admission." 

Approved April 4, 1818. 

A newspaper of the time 1 says: "By this regulation the thirteen 
stripes will represent the number of States whose valor and resources 
originally effected American independence; and the additional stars 
- the idea of which has been bolTOwed from the science of astron­
omy - will mark the increase of the States since the adoption of the 
present constitution. 

"This is the second alteration which has taken place in the flag of 
the United States, and we trust it will be the last. There is a manifest 
inconvenience in altering a national flag; and in the present instance 
it may, in some degree, prove injurious to our navigation, considering 
the number of licentious privateers that are abroad. Our merchants 
and navigators would do well to attend to the alteration in time. 

"The time allowed for the alteration contemplated by the act of 
the 4th inst. is, we fear, too short. It does not allow three months to 
persons interested to prepare themselves for the change; and it will 
take one month at least before the provisions of the act will be known 
at New Orleans.s 

1 washington Gazette, also the American Daily Advertiser, Philadelphia, April 10, 
1818. 

I One month, sixty yeat1I 880. W8II required to convey nlWl to N 8W Orleans that II 
DOW fIuh.ecl 01'8l' the wires in O11e aecond. 
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.. In the case of the first alteration, nearly sixteen months were al­
lowed, 80 that American vessels employed in distant parte of the world 
had an opportunity of providing themselves with a proper flag." 

Under this law, rather more than half a century ago, our present flag 
was established, during which cycle its constellation of twenty has in­
creased to a glorious galaxy of thirty-eight stars, and the borders of its 
dominion have been extended across the continent. 

It was certainly an omission that the law did not designate the man­
ner of placing the stars in the union, as, in consequence, its simplicity 
and uniformity have been frequently destroyed by the conceits of 
shipowners and others. Captain Reid suggested that for the halls of 
Congress and for public buildings and on land the stars should be 
arranged to form one large star; and on the flag made by Mrs. Reid 
the stars were 80 placed, while for the flags of our ships of war he 
proposed they should be set in parallel lines. 

For the sake of uniformity, it will not be disputed the law of 
1818 should in this respect be amended. Yet when, in 1859, Con­
gress voted its thanks to Captain Reid, the designer of the flag, although 
a friend of his wrote to a prominent member from New York, request­
ing a clause might be inserted which would fix by law the mode of 

arranging the stars in their blue firmament, the resolutions were passed 
without the desired addition. The eady custom, as shown by nu­
merous engravings, undoubtedly was to insert the stars in parallel 
rows. 

In the illustration, - the fac-simile of a copper-plate published in 
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1785, - the stars, thirteen in number, are arranged in the ensigns of 
the ships in parallel lines. 

An engraving of New York in the 'British Naval Chronicle,' 1805, 
halJ in the foreground a pilot-boat carrying at her main a union jack 
studded with thirteen stars, arranged in three parallel lines. 

I have also seen a water-color painting of the frigate United States, 
when commanded by Commodore John Barry, which represents the 
ship dressed in the flags of all nations, duly numbered and indexed in 
ovals and diamonds on the surrounding border. Many of these flags 
are obsolete. The ship carries an American ensign of fifteen stars and 
fifteen stripes on a staff at the stem, and has a blue jack with fifteen 

white stars at the bowsprit. A white jack with fif­* * * * teen red stars at the fore, and a red jack with fifteen * * * * blue stars at the mizzen masthead. At the main­* * * mast, under the coach-whip pennant, is displayed a * * * * white flag bearing the United States arms,-evi­
dently designed to represent the standard of the 

United States. The stars in the ensign and jacks are arranged as in 
the di~aram.l 

On the 4th of July, 1857, a gentleman I amused himself by noting 
the various designs displayed ~n vessels, hotels, and public buildings 
in New York The majority of the ships had the stars arranged in 
five horizontal rows of six stars each, making thirty stars in all,­
thirty-one being the proper number at that date. Most of the foreign 
vessels, including the Cunard steamers, had them arranged, as herald­
ists would say, semie, that is, strewn over the union. Some had one 
large star formed of thirty-one small stars, and this style prevailed at 
places of public amusement and over the hotels of New York and 
Jersey City. Other vessels had them in a lozenge, a diamond, or a 
circle. One vessel had one large star composed of smaller ones, 
within a border of the latter; auother carried the thirty-one stars in 
the form of an anchor; and yet another had this anchor embellished 
with a circle of small stars. 

Here were nine specimens of the flag alike in the thirteen stripes, 
but varying in the design of the union. In addition to these forms, 
I have seen the stars arranged in the letters' U. S.,' and in the initials 
of the owner or company to which the vessel belonged. 

1 Thill interesting drawing was painted by Midshipman Thomas Haye&, a IOn or Cap­
tain Patrick Haye&, who presented it to Commodore George C. Read, July 4, 1852, and in 
1876 it was in the pouession or William C. Parsons, mail.messenger at the League Island 
Navy Yard. On the back is written, in the handwriting or Captain Haye&, "Six copies 
Cor Captain Patrick Hayes." 

I Mr. S. Alofsen. 
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It was such a dissimilarity that led the Dutch government. twenty 
years earlier, to inquire, "What is the American flag 1 " 

The act of 1818 was approved of by the President on the 4th 
of April, and the new flag hoisted over the House of Representatives 
on the 13th of the same month, though the law provided the act was 
not to take effect until the 4th of July. 

Yesterday, says the • National Intelligencer' of April 14th, about 
two o'clock, the new flag of the United States was hoisted on the flag­
staff of the House of Representatives. This is the first flag that has 
been made since the J>88SRt,"8 of the act for altering the banner of the 
nation. It was made in New York, under the direction. of the gallant 
Captain Reid, late commander of the privateer General Armstrong. 
The stars are t'U1tllJ,lI in number, and 80 disposed as to form one great 
star in the centre of a blue field. The stripes are thirtua. The law 
on this subject goes into operation the 4th of July next.1 

This, the first flag of the kind put together or hoisted, was made 
at New· York by Mrs. S. C. Reid. under the direction of her gallant 
husband, and the twenty stars in its union, representing as many 
States (Mississippi having been admitted Dec. 16, 1817). were ar­
ranged to form one great star. 

The unions of the ftags which wave over our fortresses, and in use 
by the Military Department of the government, are generally, if not 
always, 80 arranged. In the navy ftags, the stars have always been 
set in parallel lines. 

This had been the custom long before the flag of 1818 was adopted, 
as has been shown; but after that law they were officially directed to 

... On the 21st of February, 1866, the Hon. Benjamin F. Butler, of Haaachuaetb, in­
troduced to the olBC8I'I of the Senate Hr. D. W. C. Farrington, _gent of the United States 
BUDting Company at Lowell, lrIaaa., who presented to them, for the use of the Senate, a 
lag manufactured by that. company, twenty-one feet fly by twelve feet hoist.. It is believed 
to be the first real American flag ever raised over the Capitol of the United States. Here­
tofore all our flags have been manufactured from English bunting, and every effort mad_ 
to IIUbstitute a domestic texture capable of resisting the wind and the air baa signally 
failed. General Butler having aacertai.ned this fact at the Navy Department, and haYing 
an interest in th.United States Bunting Company in his own town, informed Captain 
FOJ: that he believed that company had produced a fabric that would be auperior to the 
foreign article. A test Wall accordingly ordered by the Navy Department, fully realizing 
the confident anticipations of General Butler, and proving the American bunting to be 
better in color and in quality than the English product. The General wrote to the sec­
retary of the Senate for anthority to make a present of one of theae flap, to be raised over 
that body. That olBcer having conaulted Mr. Forster, president pro tnnpo'l'e, the General·_ 
proposition Wall accepted, and to-day the flag was placed in the handa of the sergeant-at­
arms. To-morrow moming it will be hoisted to the senatorial flag-staff, and unfurled to 
the breeze." - PAilcuk~ia PruI, Feb. 23, 1866. 
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be 80 placed by the following order, issued by direction of the Presi­
dent of the United States:-

[Oimllar.] 

"NAVY ComUI8l0tfD8' OnrrCB, Kay 18, 1818. 

"Sm, - The Navy Commisaione18 have to inform you that agreeably to 
tbe &at of Congress of the ~th of April, 1818, entitled, '.Aft Ad to utabliM 
1M Flag 01 t4e U.twl Stata,' our national ftas is, from. and after the 4th day 
of July next, to be: Thirteen horimntal sflripea, alt.emat.e mel and white. The 
umon to be twenty stars, white in a blue field, one star to be added on the 

admiaaion into ille Union of every new State; * * * * * such addition to be made from and after the 4th. * * * * * of J u1, next succeeding the date of Buch admis-
sion. 

II The size of the ftag must be in the propor­
tion of founeen feet in width and twenty-four 
feet in length, the field of the union must be 

one-third of the length of the ftag, and seven-thirteenths of ita depth, so that 
from the top to the bottom of the union t)lere will be ItM& stripes, and six 
atripes from the bottom of .the union to the bottom of the ftag. The man· 
ner of arranging the stare you will perceive by the subjoined sketch. 

* * * 
*' * 
* * 

* * * 

"The upper and the lower stripes to be red. 
" Respectfully, 

" J NO. BoDOus, PtwideftL 
.. To the ollleer COfDIIIaDc1iD& 

"" NAVY YAJU), PoaTSKoUTllo N. a" 

This was amended by the following circular:-

[Cimdar.] 
""NAVY CoKKI881onu' Oft'ICB, Sept. 18, 1818. 

" Sm, - Since our circular of the 18th of Maylaat, relatively to the flag 
to be worn by the veaaeIs of the United States and at our naval stations, 
it baa been determined by the PuaIDUT 01' TBB UNITBD STATES that the 
arrangement of the stare shall correspond with the pattern stated below, and 
.-------, . the relative proportiona of the ftag to continue as * * * * * stated in our circnlar. You will govern yourself 

* * * * * aceoMingly. 
It On the firat 'hoisting the ftas, you are to fire a * * * * * salute of twenty guna. 

* * * * * " I am, respectfully. 
" Your obedient servant, 

" J NO. BoDOBBB, 
"CAPl'Am KoBlU8, Portamouth." Pruidmt.t 0/ tJu NaVfl BOfJN. 
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It will be noticed that although the new flag bad a legal existence 
on the 4th of July preceding, yet up to the date of this circular, Sept 
18, it had not been hoisted at our naval stations, the circular directing 
CC it shall be saluted when first hoisted" 

Captain S. C. Reid, who designed "Our Flag," was the commander 
of the privateer General Armstrong, and his gallant defence of her in 
Fayal Roads, against the attack of a British squadron of boats, in 
breach of the neutrality of that port, is a matter of history. He died 
in 1861, a master in the United States navy, aged seventy-seven. In 
the Rebellion, his son proved recreant to the flag which his father bad 
80 gallantly served and defended, and was so successful to establish in 
a permanent form. 

The first State to add a star to the constellation of the new flag was 
Illinois, admitted Dec. 3, 1818; then followed Alabama, admitted Dec. 
14, 1819; Maine, March 15, 1820; Missouri, Aug. 10, 1821; Arkan-
8as, June 15, 1836; Michigan, Jan. 26, 1837; Florida, March 3,1845; 
Texas, Dec. 29, 1845; Iowa, Dec. 28, 1846 j Wisconsin, May 29, 
1848; California, Sept. 9, 1850; Minnesota, Feb. 12, 1858 j Oregon, 
April, 1859 j Kansas, March. 1861 j West Virginia, February, 1863; 
Nevada, Oct. 31, 1864 j Nebraska, March 1, 1867; Colorado, July. 
1876.1 The last increasing the brilliancy of the original constellation 
to thirty-eight stars, its present number; and there are ten Territories 
waiting admission, viz. New Mexico, Washington, Utah, Dakota, Ari­
zona, Idaho, Montana, Indian Territory, Wyoming, and Alaska. When 
all these and others yet to come are admitted, it will render some 
change in the union, or disposition of its constellation, necessary, as 
even now the stars, from their number, are indistinct and confusing. 
It has been proposed to enlarge the union by extending it to the bot­
tom of the flag; but that would be objectionable, since the flag could 
not be reversed as a signal of distress. 

1 The 'Colorado Kiner,' of Aug. 21, 1876, with bi, head letters, II CoLOlLlDO I1f TID 

UNION," 1IUl"ID000ted by • rooeter, thus exulted in dogerel:-

• 

II Colorado, youngest, fairest State 
In the union cluster, Number 381 
Step to the front, ..ume your station, 
Equal to that of any in the nation I 

Robed in golden vesture grand 
.As any sister in the land ; 
Silver chaplets crown her head, 
.As she walb with stately tread 
To _e her proper place,­
Peer of any in the race I" 
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CHRONICLES OF THE FLAG. 

1818-1861. 

"Ne'er waved beneath the golden IUD 

A lovelier banner for the brave 
Than that our bleeding fathera won, 

And prondlr to their children gave. 

"Ita glorious stars in azure shine, 
The radiant heraldrr of heaven; 

Ita stripes in beauteous order twine, 
The emblems of our Union given. 

" Around the globe, through everr clime 
Where commerce wafta or man hath trod, 

It floata aloft,' uWJtaiued with crime, 

351 

But hallowed br heroic blood." -..4.nottymOUI. 

When the Hon. Joel R. Poinsett, of South Carolina, was the 
United States Minister to Mexico, 1825-29, the power of our flag to 
protect its citizens abroad was strikingly illustrated, as related by Mr. 
Poinsett himse1t: 1 

The election of Gomez Pedraza to the presidentship of Mexico was 
Dot acquiesced in by the people, and from discontent and murmurs 
they proceeded to open revolt. At night they took possession of the 
Artillery Barracks, and established batteries along the streets. One of 
these was situated about three hundred yards from Mr. Poinsett's house. 
After several ineffectual attempts to carry this work by infantry in 
front, a squadron of cavalry succeeded in turning the flank of the bat­
tery, and sabred the men at their guns. The convent of St. Augustine, 
situated in the rear of Mr. Poinsett's house, was the last to yield to the 
besiegers. While the firing was going on at St. Augustine, Madame 
Yturrigaray, widow of a viceroy of Mexico, who lived in the adjoining 
bouse, rushed in frantic with fear, and implored Mr. Poinsett to protect 
her house. While giving her assurances of protection, a shot was fired 
at him which passed through his cloak and bnried itself in the shutter 
of the balcony window. He retired into the house, and soon the besieg­
en were heard approaching. When they reached the house, one wild 
shoqt arose, and desperate efforts were made to burst open the door • • 

1 Mr. Poineett'. apeech at Charleston. The illuatration on the next page is a &c. 
IimOe of one in an old magazine. A fine painting of the -80 bJ White, wall made for 
the State of South Carolina, it is believed. 
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The massive gates resisted; a cry arose to fire in the window; to bring 
cannon; to burst open the gates; and imprecations were uttered 
against the owner of the house for sheltering their enemies, the Euro­

pean Spaniards, many of whom 
had sought refuge under Mr. 
Poinsett's roof. At this moment 
Mr. Poinsett directed Mr. MILSOn, 
the secretary of the legation, to 
throw out the flag of the United 
States and they both stood on 
the balcony beneath its waving 
folds. The shouts were hushed, 
and the soldiers slowly dropped 
the muzzles of their guns, which 
were levelled at the balcony and 
windows. Mr. Poinsett seized 
this opportunity to tell them who 
he was, and wha~ flag waved over 
him, and to claim protection for 
those' who had sought security 
under it. Perceiving the crowd 
was awed and began to oonsult 
together, he retired to write and 
despatch a note to the ' com­
mander of ,the besieging force. 

~ ~ The servant intrusted with the 
note returned and reported the 

crowd was 80 great that the portm was afraid to epenthegate for feu 
the mob of inswgents would rush in. Mr. Poinsett ,Ulan resolved to go 
himself, and ' was joined by Mr. Mason. They proceeded to the door, 
which the porter was ordered to open, and as they stepped over the 
threshold the crowd rolled back like a wave on the ocean. They 
were accompanied by a native servant, who mingled ,with the mob, 
and before it had recovered from its astonishment the two gentlemen 
had returned to the court-yard, and the door was closed by \he porter. 
Before they reached the front 'of the house they heard theadvanoo of 
the cavalry, commanded by a friend of the legation. The gates 'Were 
thrown open, and the horsemen rode into the court-yard. Their com­
mander stationed sentinels before the door, and Mr. Poinsett had the 
satisfaction to redeem his promise of protection to Madame Yturrigal"ay. 
His house was respected amidst the wildest disorder, and those who 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 853 

sought an asylum under the flag of the United States remained in 
safety until tranquillity was :iestored.1 

In 1820, N. B. Palmer, in a little sloop of forty tons, called the 
Hero, of Stonington, Conn., discovered the island south of Cape Horn, 
known as Palmer's Land. While coasting along its shore in a dense 
fog, he fell in with a Russian squadron under Admiral Krusenstern, 
who was felicitating himself on his discovery of the same land. 
Palmer hailed and told him if he pursued the course he was steering 
he would be on shore in less than an hour. He was asked who he was. 
I am the sloop Hero, from the United States of America, was his reply. 
The admiral at first doubted, but, convinced by Palmer's papers that he 
had before him a real live Yankee, suffered himself to be piloted by 
him into an anchorage in this island which he had discovered. Captain 
Palmer was then twenty-one years of age. He died a few years since 
in California. 

Aug. 24, 1824, the stars and stripes were raised for the first time 
over the cupola of the Massachusetts State House on Beacon Hill, on 
the occasion of the visit of Lafayette to Boston, and under them he re­
ceived the citizens, who thronged to do him homage, in the lower hall.1 

In 1826, Captain Tyler Parsons arrived at Quebec from New York 
in the auspiciously named ship Washington, and was the first to dis­
play our flag in that harbor. 

In 1836, previous to what is known as "the Aroostook War," a 
Mr. Baker, who lived on the disputed territory. hoisted the stars and 
stripes over hi" house on the 4th of July. The flag was made by his 
wife. Mr. Baker was indicted for high treason, carried to Fredericton, 
and tried; after being imprisoned ten months, he was fined two hun­
dred dollars, and allowed to go free on payment of the fine. 

Mr. Baker's neighbors, when he was in prison, concluding his prop­
erty 'would be confiscated, put themselves in possession; but Mrs. 
Baker, with a broomstick, drove them from the premises. 

During the Nullification excitement of 1832-33, in South Carolina, 

1 A similar incident 0CC1llTed a few years later in Portugal Upon the capture of Lis­
'bon by Dom Pedro, his brother, Dom Miguel, encamped with his army before the capital 
The residence of Mr. Brent, the American Charge d' Affaire&, was situated upon the banks 
of the river Tagua. During the abaence of Mr. Brent, a company of the troope of Dom 
Miguel having appeared on a height near by, a battle ensued with lOme armed boata of 
Dom Pedro's, and the shot endangered the safety of the family; whereupon Mrs. Brent 
nshed forward, and with her own hands unfurled .. the star-spangled banner," and waved 
it from the window. The firing on both sides instantaneously ceased. and Mrs. Brent 
Jetired from the window, satisfied of her security while under the protection of the 
American flag. - America. lJ4ily.A.dvertVer, Philadelphia, Jan. 12, 1836. 

I Drab', Landmarb of Boston. 
28 
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happily repressed by the firmness of the President,:Andrew Jacksou, 
in January, 1833, the ensign of the, steamer William Seabrook, with 
Governor Hamilton on board, was accidentally hOisted. union down on 
her leaving Augusta for Charleston, S. C. It was seen from shore, and 
great was the indignation of the people, until her commander, Captain 
Dubois, explained that" the blunder was committed by one of the 
men in hoisting the flag, and was immediately corrected on discovery, 
before the boat was out of sight of the city. Neither myself nor 
anyone connected with that boat are capable of offering an indignity 
to the American flag." The' Augusta (Ga.) Courier,' in speaking of 
the event previous to the captain's explaoaticm, said: "The indigna­
tion we feel in common with an insulted community does not allow 
us to speak another word concerning such an outrage." 

Jackson's opinion of nullification is best sho.wn in the following 
memorandum furnished Amos Kendall, in his own handwriting:-

~-t~~;--~;~~ 
~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~ ,~~~~ 
~"""'-"""~'-"'-----4-<-'-"~~~~ 
~~ ~ . '-'. , ~ 
:,~. ~. :xr

_ .. '-.....~-
~~;:r---~r..~ 

c..- .......... . ~ ~~~~ 

~:;:,~~~~ 
~~~~~ _.A' _ _ ~~) 

~.---~- ~~~-

}'!a. ~~ 
~~~: ~- ~~~:~ 
~~."'~~Q~' 
~~:~~.:;:? 
~~~.;:~~~ 
,er:;....-~~;:r~.~ 
~~aeA~ ~~ 
.~~~~ 
~.,.~r- -
1 The autography is one-half the size of the original. The original manuscript ia iJa 

the possession of the Ohio Historical Society. It reads: "Nullification is revolution-
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The followmg extract from a letter dated Richmond, Va., Feb. 23, 
1833, shows something of the spirit of the time: cc The Governor of 
Virginia had, at some trouble and expense, caused a superb State flag 
to be prepared and painted, with the intention of having it hoisted 
at the quarters of the State Guard. on the 22d. Knowledge of its 
existence and of his intention was obtained on Thursday, the 21st, 
and a good deal of excitement manifested itself among the repre­
sentatives and the people. Either dissuaded by his party friends, or 
prompted by his own fears of the consequences that would issue from 
displaying the flag, his Excellency determined to let it remain in the 
painter's shop i and fortunate it was that he did so, for, had the banner 
been exposed to public gaze, it would have been torn down and pros­
trated by the people, and in all probability with some bloodshed. 
Scarce a voice was . heard in favor of raising it i and numbers were 
heard. to express their determination to rally under the star-8po/ngled 
banner of tke Union,. It was supposed by some that, had the State 
flag been hoisted on the day, the flag of the Union would not have 
been, at least by order of the commanding chief. As it was, the union 
flag, fixed on a pole, was poked out of a hole in the southern end of 
the Capitol loft, and in this half-erect and awkward situation, flapping 
on the end of the ridge of the building, and repeatedly hooked on the 
point of one of the lightning-rods, it was torn in many places, and 
pieces were flying in every direction over the heads of the military 
and citizens assembled on the public square." 1 

"The citizens of Savannah celebrated the inauguration of General 
Jackson on the 4th of January; 1833, in the most patriotic style. The 
citizens fonned a procession, the military paraded, Judge Charlton de­
livered an appropriate oration, the flag we all delight to honor streamed 
from every masthead, and the evening was closed by a splendid ball 
The ball-room was tastefully ornamented, and over each window was 
a silver star, with the name of one of the States in gold letters on a 

and if a State attempts to nullify the laws of the United States by force, it is rebellion, 
and if ahe poaseasea the physical power to resist successfully, then ahe haa the right to 
establish her own government, and if the balance of the States have the physical power, 
they have a perl"' rig1&t under this confederation of perpetual" perfect U niOD, to coerce 
her to obedience. For a State to go out of the Union peaceably abe must obtain the con­
sent of that number of the States which the Coustitution gives the power to alter" 
amend it. The people being the fountain of all sovereign power have a right to alter " 
clumge their govemment; and the confederated and perpetual union formed by them­
selves, npon which the more perfect union, the Conatitution of the United States, ia 
based, provides how it can be altered or deaolved - any other mode to alter it, i.e. MIOl .. 
1ioI&.t war." 

1 Philadelphia Newspaper. 
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handsome scroll, and the curtain was the flag of the U mono We 
counted them, - all the Statu 'Were there." 1 

On the suppression of the Nullification heresy, and the restoration 
of the star-spangled banner to its honors in Charleston, S. C., June 28. 
1833. a correspondent of the • Boston Centinel' (J. E. D.) wrote:-

"Hail, banner of glory! Hail, banner of light I 
Whoee fame lives in story, whoee folds cheer my Right; 
Not a star is suppreet, not a stripe has been torn 
From the Bag of the West, which onr fathers have borne. 
Our Union is fast, and our homes ever sure, 
Our freedom shall last while the world shall endure. 
Then hail to the banner whoee folds wave in glory, 
Let the free breezes fan her, and whisper her story. 
The tnmult has ended, the storm's died away, 
The fiend has descended that led us utray, 
The IODS of the West are our brothers again, 
And the Bag of the blest Boats from Texas to Maine." 

In 1839. the pilot-boat Flying Fish, of ninety tons, Lieutenant W. 
M. Walker, attached to the Wilkes United States Exploring Expedi­
tion, carried our flag farther south than any other vessel of the expe­
dition, and penetrated the Antarctic Circle farther than the keel of any 
other nation had furrowed it, excepting that of Captain Weddell's 
vessel, in 1823, which attained the latitude of 73° S. 

Tbis little vessel had been a New York pilot-boat, and was sent on 
the expedition without any addition to the strength of her frame; so 
that her security among the ice was dependent on her good qualities 
as a sea boat. After some necessary repairs at Orange Harbor, Cape 
Hom, she put to sea, with a complement of thirteen souls, under com­
mand of Lieutenant William M. Walker, U. S. N.,I whose friends took 
leave of him, with the ominous congratulation that II she woald at 
least make him an honorable coffin." 8 

Encountering a variety of stormy and tempestuous weather, during 
which II the very creatures of the brine seemed to know the vessel's 
helpless plight; for a large whale came up from the deep and rubbed 
his vast sides llorrainst her, while the albatross flapped his wings in 
their faces and mocked them with his bright black eyes." On the 
10th of March, which was spent at the pumps, the sea toppled over 

1 Georgia Courier. 
S William M. Walker died at Nn York, Nov. 19,1866, a captain in the United 

States navy. .A. sister pUot·boat, the Sea Gull, put to _ from Orange Harbor, and 
_ nllVer heard from. 

I I am indebted to a diary appended to 'Thulla, a Tale of the Antarctic,' by J. C. 
Palmer, Surgeon U. S. N., for the graphic deacription which foUoWll. 
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the schooner and threatened to engulf her. Every seam leaked, every 
stitch of clothes was wet, and every bed inundated. The men had 
to swathe their feet in blankets lest they should freeze j and as the 
driving sleet fell on their garments, it congealed there, and incased 
them in ice. When the gale abated, after a dark and dismal night, 
they found the foresail split, and the jib washed from its gaskets, 
hanging to the stay by a single hank. They had now made the sec­
ond rendezvous, in lat. 640 S., Ion. 900 W. j but as there was no 
sign of the Peacock, advantage was taken of the fair wind to pro­
ceed on their course. The condition of the men forbade all delays. 
Five out of a crew of ten were almost disabled by ulcerated hands 
and swollen limbs, while the rest suffered cruelly from rheumatics and 
catarrh. 

On the 13th, a mild and sunny day,- the second in that bright suc­
cession, - the theatre of their ambition opened to their view. Two 
icebergs stood like warders at the gate of the Antarctic j and the little 

vessel passed between 
these huge columnar 
masses, white as the 
raiment that no fuller 
bleached, and which 
shone like palaces, 

"With opal towers and 
battlements adorned, 

Of living sapphire." 

Soon, however, as if 
The Wudel'l of the Allt&retIc. Nature, incensed to be 

tracked by man to her last inclement solitude, had let loose all her 
furies, the tempest drew a veil of snow over the frozen city, and the 
vessel became the centre of a little area, walled by the piling sess. It 
is impossible for anyone to fancy the awful interest of such a scene, 
without the pent-up feelings of the spectators, standing where human 
foot never before intruded, an unwelcome guest in the very den of 
storms. 

They waited some time at the next rendezvous, in hopes of obtain­
ing surgical aid from the Peacock for three men who were quite disa­
bled. This delay lost them a fair wind, but the time was well 
employed in repairing their boats j after which, though they despaired 
of rejoining their consort, Mr. Walker proceeded to the fourth and last 
place assigned in his orders, which were thus fulfilled to the letter. 
They had attained the longitude of 1050 W. Ice or discovery was 
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to prescribe the bounds of their latitude; and with feelings in whose 
enthusiasm past. sufferings were forgotten they turned their faces to 
the south. Icebergs soon accumulated fast, and the sea was studded 
with fl'BolPJDents detached from the large island. The water was much 
discolored during the day, and very luminous at night. Penguins 
appeared in prodigious numbers, and the air swarmed with birds. 
Whales were numerous beyond the experience of the oldest sailor on 
board, lashing the sea into foam with their gigantic flukes, and often 
in mad career passing 80 close to the schooner as to excite serious 
apprehensions for safety. A fin-back once kept them company for sev­
eral hours, and a monstrous right whale, of greater size than the vessel 
herself, lay so obstinately in.her tJack that the men stood by with boat­
hooks to bear him oft 

Every hour now increased the interest of their situation. A track­
less waste lay between them and all human sympathies, and each step 
removed them further from society. On the 19th of March they passed 
between two icebergs eight hundred and thirty feet high, and hove to 
near one of them to fill their water-casks. Encompassed by these icy 
walls, the schooner looked like a mere skiff in the moat of a giant's 
castle; and the visions of old romance were recalled by the gorgeous 
blue and purple lights that streamed through the pearly fabrics. The 
very grandeur of the scene, however, made it joyless. The voice bad 
no resonance; words fell from the lip, and seemed to freeze before 
they reached the ear; and as the waves surged with a lazy undulation, 
the caverns sent back a fitful roar-like moan from some deep dungeon. 
The atmosphere was always hazy, and the alternation of mist and 
snow gave the sky a leaden complexion. When the sun appeared at 
all, it was near his meridian height, and they called it "pleasant 
weather" if the stars peeped out but for a moment. Except when 
it blew with great violence, the ice broke oft" the sea; but their 
nights were so pitchy dark, that the officer of the deck kept his 
watch in the forecastle, and depended npon his ear to warn him of 
danger. 

On the 20th of March, in lat. 69° 5' 43" S., and Ion. 96° 21' 30" 
W., many appearances indicated the vicinity of land. The ice be­
came dense and black, and much of it streaked with dirt; the water, 
too, was very turbid, and colder than usual, though they got no, bottom 
at a hundred fathoms line. When the mist cleared, they found them­
selves near a long wall of ice. On the afternoon of the 21st, the sea 
was clear as far as the eye could reach, and their hopes beeoan to 
brighten at the thought .that they had passed the French and Russian 
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limits, and were on the heels of Cook.! .As long as a glimpse of day 
remained, they pressed toward the goal under every rag of sail. Night 
set in with mist and rain, and by nine P.M. it grew 80 pitchy dark that 
they were obliged to heave to with a fair wind from the north. At 
midnight it blew a gale. The vessel was beset with ice, and morning 
found them in an amphitheatre of sublime architecture. As the icebergs 
changed their . places like a shifting scene, the prospect beyond them 
seemed to reach the pole. Day came upon this boundless plain. The 
eye ached fol" some limit to a space which the mind could hardly grasp. 
Mountain against mountain blended with a sky whose very whiteness 
was boirible. The vessel looked like a mere snowbank, every rope a 
long icicle; the masts kung down like stalactites from a dome of mist, 
and the sail flapped as white a wing as the spotless pigeon above them. 
The stillness was oppressive; but when they spoke, their voices had a 
hollow sound, more painful even than silence. The schooner had be­
come thus involved by drifting at an imperceptible rate within the 

barrier, while the passage behind 
her was gradually closed by ice 
returning from the north. There 
was no alternative but to buffet 
her through, or be carried to the 

. south; and by nine A.M. (March 
2241) they reached a place of com-

~1~~~111 pamtive safety, in lat. 700 8., Ion. 
~ 1000 w. 

;!~ii~ On the 24th of March, the 
schooner was obliged to force a 
passage out of the ice under cir-

The Flying Fish belet. cumstances truly appalling. The 
waves began to M stilled by the large snow-flakes that fell unmelted 
on their surface; and as the breeze died away into a murmur, a low 
crepitation, like the· clicking of a death-watch, announced that the 
sea was freezing. Never did fond ear strain for the sigh of love. more 
anxiously than those devoted men listened to each gasp of wind, whose 
breath was now their life. The looks of the crew reproached their 
commander with having doomed them to a lingering death, and many 
an eye wandered over the helpless vessel to estimate how long she 
might last for fuel Preparations were hastily made to sheathe the 
bow with planks torn up from cabin berths, but· the congelation was 
too rapid to permit the sacrifice of time to this precaution. All sail 

1 Captain Weddell, in 1823, attained the latitude of 73' S. 
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was accordingly crowded on the vessel, and after a hard struggle of 
four hours' duration they had occasion to thank Heaven for another 
signal deliverance. 

" With straining oars and bending apanI 

They dash their icy chains asunder i 
Foree hzen doors, bum crystal bars, 

And drive the sparkling fragments under I " 

They had now attained the latitude of 70° 14' S., and established the 
impossibility of penetrating further between 90° and 105° W. The 
season was exhausted; the sun already declined towards the north; day 
dwindled to a few hours; and nothing was to be expected from moon 
or stars. Under these circumstances, Mr. Walker, after thanking his 
crew for their zealous co-operation, announced his resolution to return 
without delay. On the next afternoon (March 25) they descried and 
exchanged cheers with the United States ship Peacock Both vessels 
stood northward for several days, when the Flying Fish was ordered 
to return to Orange Harbor, where, on the lIth of April, Lieutenant 
Walker gave up his command. 

The vessels of Wilkes's expedition consisted of the sloops-of-war 
Vincennes and Peacock, brig Porpoise, pilot-boat tenders Sea Gull and 
Flying Fish, and store-ship Relief. On the 26th of December, 1839, 
the Vincennes, Peacock, Porpoise, and Flying Fish turned toward the 
extreme south, which forbids man's approach by the savage frown of 
nature and the gloomy reign of death, while enticing him by the 
chances of discovery and renown amid her unknown wonders. Com­
modore Wilkes directed each vessel to act independently of her con­
sort when arrived in the region of the designed explorations. The 
Flying Fish consequently parted company on the 2d, and the Peacock 
on the 3d of January, 1840. The Vincennes and Porpoise remained 
in company until the 12th. The day previous they came in sight of 
the solid barrier of ice in lat. 64° 11' S., Ion. 164° 13' E. The Pea­
cock came up with the ice on the 15th, and the Flying Fish on the 
21st, both more to the westward of the former vessels. 

No doubt now remains of the existence of land within the Antarc­
tic Circle. The testimony of both French and English exploring 
expeditions confirms the fact which it is claimed the American expedi­
tion first established as a part of geographical knowledge. This fact 
is determined by repeated and continuous observations made sepa­
rately on board the Vincennes, Peacock, and Porpoise, and the discov­
ery was made some days before the French expedition claim to have 
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made the same. The American vessels coasted some sixty-five degrees 
of longitude along the impenetrable barrier of ice, observing through­
out most of this distance highlands evidently reaching thousands of 
feet in altitude, and covered with perpetual ~now. They met, also, 
other decisive signs of contiguous land. All the evidence sustains 
the claim that these elevated points of land are not portions of mere 
detached islands enclosed within a frozen sea, but are the visible parts 
of a vast Antarctic continent, the main extent undistinguishable from 
the resplendent snow fringe skirting its ocean boundary. No human 
beings inhabit these regions, and the representatives of any animal 
tribes are very few. 

On the 30th of January, 1840, the Porpoise discovered two vessels. 
which proved to be the French discovery ships under Captain D'Urville, 
and closed with them, passing within a short musket shot, when, says 
Lieutenant-Commanding Ringold, .. I saw, with surprise, sail made on 
board the flag-ship, and, without a moment's delay, I hauled down my 
colors and bore up on my course." 1 

On the morning of the 11th of January, 1841, says Captain Ross • 
.. when in !at. 700 41' S., and Ion. 1720 36', land was discovered at the 
distance, as it was afterwards proved, of nearly a hundred miles, di­
rectly in the course we were steering, and therefore directly between 
us and the pole." .. This restored to England the honor of the dis­
covery of the southernmost known land, which had been nobly won. 
and for more than twenty years possessed by Russia. Continuing 
our course towards this land, for many hours we seemed scarcely to 
approach it: it rose in lofty, mountainous peaks, of from nine thousand 
to twelve thousand feet in height, perpetually covered with eternal 
snow. The glaciers that descended from the mountain summit pro­
jected many miles into the ocean, and presented a perpendicular face 
of lofty cliftS. . . . Steering towards a promising-looking point to the 
south, we observed several islands, and on the morning of the 12th, 
accompanied by Commander Crozier and a number of the officers of 
each ship, I landed and took possession of the country in the name 
of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria. The island on which 
we landed is comprised wholly of igneous rocks, numerous specimeos 
of which, with other embedded minerals, were procured. It is in !at. 
71 0 56' S., and Ion. 1710 7' E. Following a course along this mag­
nificent land to the sea, on the 23d of January, 1841, we reached 
740 14' S., the highest southern latitude that had ever been attained 
by any preceding navigator, and on the 27th again landed on an 

1 Cooper'a Naval History, eel. 1856. vol. iii. pp. 48, 4'" 
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island, in lat. 76° 8' S., Ion. 168° 12' E.; aDd still steering to the 
southward, early the next morning a mountain of twelve thousand four 
hundred feet above the level of the sea was seen emitting flame and 
smoke in splendid confusion. This magnificent volcano received the 
name of ' Mount Erebus.' It is in lat. 77° 33' S., and Ion. 167 0 E. An 
extinct crater to the eastward of Mount Erebus, of somewhat less ele­
vation, was called • Mount Terror.' Finally, on the 2d of February, the 
two. vessels- reached the latitude of 78° 4' S., and on the 9th had 
traced the continnity of the land to Ion. 191° 23' E.. in !at. 78°. This 
great southem land which Captain Ross traced from 70° S. to 79° S., 
and between the longitudes of 167° and 179° E.. he named 'Victoria 
Land.· .. l 
. As it has been sneeringly said that Ross sailed over the continent dis­
covered by Wilkes, it will be observed that Wilkes skirted along the land 
between the longitudes of 100° and 165° E.. on a nearly east and west 
course. and in about the latitude of 66°, a distance of three thousand 
eight hundred miles of that latitude; in other words, he discovered 
the northem coast of the Antarctic continent, while Ross appea1'S to 
have turned its eastem cape, in 172°, three hundred. miles to the east­
ward, and run down along its eastem coast. It is strange that. while 
80 many Arctic expeditions have been undertaken, no subsequent at­
tempt has· been made. to verify or extend these discoveries. England's 
flag is still in advance of all others towards both poles. 

The little Flying Fish was sold in China, and became an opium 
trader and smuggler on that coast. She established the impossibility 
of penetrating farther south than !at. 70° between the Ion. of 90° 
and 105° E. 

The first merchant vessel to carry the stars and stripes through the 
Straits of Magellan was the Endeavor, of Salem, Captain David Elwell, 
in 1824. He was living in Salem in 1868. being then eighty years old. 

The first vessel of war tocany our flag from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific through the Straits of Magellan, though many little sealing 
schooners under our flag had preceded her, was the United States 
schooner Shark, Lieutenant-Commanding A. Bigelow. She passed 
Cape Virgin Nov. 28. 1839, and took her departure from Cape Pillar. 
on the west coast, Dec. 31. 1839. commencing the new year in the 
Pacific. having been in the Straits thirty-three days and a half, of which 
two hundred and forty-eight hours were passed under way. and five 
hundred and twenty-five at anchor. 

1 Extract from a letter from Captain Ross, dated H. M. S. Erebus, Hobart Town. 
Van Diemen'. L.nd, 7th April, 1841. 
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An account of her passage, officially communicated by Captain 
Bigelow to the Secretary of the Navy,! says: "I have been thus mi­
nute in describing the passage of the Shark through the Straits of 
Magellan, I believe the first public vessel of the United States which 
has passed through them, thinking that you, Sir, in common with the 
officers of the navy, might feel some interest in the narration. It has 
long been a disputed question whether it be advisable for small ves­
sels to pass through the Straits from east to west, in preference to 
doubling the Cape. My experience would tend to discourage a stran­
ger to the route from attempting it, in the month of December at 
least, though it is quite probable that the winds may have been as 
adverse to the southward of the Cape as in the Strait, and that we 
were peculiarly unfortunate in our weather. Steam has now made 
the passage through the Straits, either way, easy and common. My 
conclusion, from the experience of a single passage only, is that, for 
small vessels, the passage from west to east is preferable to going 
round, as wood and water can be obtained, and the distance shortened 
At any time while we were in the Straits a passage to the eastward 
could easily have been made in four days, and sooner, were the navi­
gator acquainted with the channel, so as not to fear being under way 
in the night. No vessel would be likely, however, to pass without 
touching to wood and water; and a week might be profitably occu­
pied, even with a fair wind, in getting through. I should doubt the 
policy of making the passage either way with large vessels, though 
our whaling-ships frequently pass both ways. No vessel could be 
better calculated to pass through the Straits than the Shark, with the 
exception of her being a dull sailer. This, however, is in a measure 
compensated by her great capacity to bear sail. I doubt if a large, or 
even moderate-sized, square-rigged vessel could have made the passage, 
under similar circumstances, in double the time." I 

I Army and Navy Chronicle, Apri130, 1840. 
• Femio Magalhaena, u called in Portuguese, but known to English readers u Ferdi· 

JW1d Magellan, the first to pus through theee Straits, which have immortalized his name, 
entered them on the 21st or October, 1520, and, coneulting the calendar ror a name, 
called it, in honor of the day, • The Strait or the Eleven Thouaand Virgins ;' and on the 
28th of November his squadron left the Strait and launched into the great eouth sea, to 
which, rrom the gentle winds that propelled them OTer waters almost unmftled, Magellan 
gaTe the name or • Pacific.' On leaving Cabo Deaeado (Wished-ror Cape) at the western 
entrance, he re-named the strait the • Strait of the Patagoniana.' He W88 thirty-eight 
days in passing through. Cavendish, in 1587, entered the Straits early in January, and 
left them late in February, and was, thererore, nearly or quite two months in making 
their ~ In 1599, on the 6th or April, a fleet or eaven ehips or Holland, under the 
command of Admiral Simon de Cordes, after a IUIIIDler spent on the coaat of Africa, 
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The twin screw steam schooner Midas, Captain William Poor. 
owned by R. B. Forbes and others. was the first American steamer to 
carry our flag around the Cape of Good Hope for China. in 1844.:. 
She left New York on the 4th of N ovem ber of that year. and was the 
first American steamer to ply in Chinese waters. She returned from 
China, under sail, to New York m:a Rio Janeiro, where she took a 
China cargo. Her machinery was taken out, and she ran out of Sa­
vannah for some time. owned by Messrs. Paddleford & Fay. 

The bark Edith, four hundred tons, Forbes rig, and owned by R. B. 
Forbes and T. H. Perkins, Jr .• was the first auxiliary screw steamer 
under the American flag that went to the British Indies, and she was 
the first American square-rigged screw steamer to visit China. She 
was launched in 1844, sailed from New York, Jan. 18, 1845, for Bom­
bay, commanded by Captain George W. Lewis, and returned fta Rio 
Janeiro, like the Midas, under sail, with a China cargo. She W8I 

next chartered to the War Department; took stores to Brazos .San­
tiago; was employed in the Gulf of Mexico during our war with 
Mexico; and finally sold to the War Department and sent to California, 
where she was transferred to the navy, and lost oft'Santa Barbara. 

The first American propeller packet ship to carry our flag to Eng­
land was the Massachusetts, of seven hundred and thirty-four tons, 
owned by R. . B. Forbes, and having engines designed by Ericsson. 
She was launched at East Boston, July 22,1845, and sailed from New 
York, commanded by Captain A. H. White, Sept. 17,1845. 

1'I!IIChed the Straits of Magellan. Five monthe longer the fteet atruligled in aa- Straits, 
where, as if in the home or £011111, all the winds of heaven _med to be holding their 
revel An incident which marked their departure from the Straits deeervea to be re­
membered. Admiral De Cordes raised on the shore, at the western mouth of the chan· 
nel, a rude memorial, with an inscription that the Netherlanders were the first to etreet 
this dangerous paaage with a fleet of heavy lhiJllo On the following day, in commemo­
ration of the event, he founded an order of knighthood. The chief officers or the IIIllllld. 
ron were the knights commanders, and the most deserving of the crews were the knights 
brethren. The members or the fraternity made solemn oath to De Cordes, as general, 
and to each other, that .. by no danger, no neceseity, nor by fear of death, would they 
ever be moved to undertake any thing prejudicial to their honor, to the welfare of the 
Fatherland, or to the eu_ of the enterprise in which they were engaged, pledging 
themselves to state their lives in order, consistently with honor, to inflict every pcaible 
damage on the hereditary enemy, and to plant the banner of Holland in all those territo­
ries whence the King of Spain gathered the treasures with which he carried on his pel'­

petual war against the Netherlands." 
Thus was instituted on the desolate shores of Terra del Fuego (the Fireland) the 

order of the .. K7&i1Iku 0/ tJu UncAain.etl LiIm," with such rude ceremonies as were poaa. 
ble in those solitudes. The harbor where the fleet anchored was ealled • Chevalier's Bay: 
but it would be vain to look on modern maps for the heroic appellation. Of all the 
IOven ships, only one retm:ned to Holland, 
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She made a second voyage to Liverpool, under Captain David 
Wood, and, after her return, was chartered to the government, and 
carried General Scott's ftag to Vera Cruz, was transferred to the Navy 
Department, and went through the Strait of Magellan to California. 
During the Civil War her engines were taken out, and she was ~ 
fitted as a store-ship, and renamed the' Farralones.' She was for some 
time stationed at Panama, for the protection of the isthmus. After 
the war, she was sold in San Francisco, and renamed the 'Alaska,' and 
was engaged in carrying wheat from that port to LiverpooLl The Mar· 
mora, Captain Page, a propeller, preceded the Massachusetts to 
England, but she was not a packet. She ended her days in the. 
Mediterranean. 

The schooner Evening Edition, of eighty tons, built in Baltimore 
for a news--boat for the 'New York Journal of Commerce,' had an 
eventful history. She was successively owned by an editor, a king, 
and emperor, and bore at times our flag and that of Portugal and 
Morocco. In 1836 she had visited South America, Asia, and Africa; 
had run an express of four thousand miles in a single voyage; had. 
been run .away with by insurgents, their hands yet reeking with 
human blood; and been engaged. in collecting slaves as well as news. 

The pilot-boat William J. Romer, of about one hundred tons bur­
then, February, 1846, sailed from New York for Liverpool on a special 
mission, and after a boisterou passage anchored at Cork on the 6th of 
llarch. On her arrival she was boarded by an officer of H. M. S. 
Vanguard, with orders from the admiral to haul down her pen­
nant, which her captain, McGuire, refused to do. Soon the officer 
returned with an apology from the admiral, stating that from her small 
size he had taken her for an English pilot-boat. Leaving Cork harbor 
on the 13th of March, she arrived at New York on the 11th of April.. 
bringing five days later news from Europe, making the round trip in 
sixty days. 

These vessels were the pioneers of several small vessels or boats to 
carry the stars and stripes across the Atlantic. In 1857, the Charter 
Oak, a small boat navigated by her builder and a single companion, ar­
rived at Liverpool, and in 1858 the same adventurous navigator, whose 
name was Charles R. Webb, accomplished a second enterprise of the 
same kind in a outter of forty-five tons, called Christopher Columbus. 
In 1864, a yawl called the Vision sailed from Boston, but was never 
heard from. In 1866, the Red, White, and Blue, a ship-rigged boat 

1 Portrait. of both the Haaacb\1lletta and Edith, ~ted by R. B. Forbes, Esq., 
_ in the Naval Library Uld llUItitute at CharleatoWD. 
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of two and a half tons, crossed from New York to the Thames. In 
1867, the Nonpareil, a life-raft of extraordinary construction, started. 
from New York and arrived safely at Liverpool In 1870, the City 
of Ragusa, a life-boat 21 feet long and 3 feet 6 inches wide, crossed. 
from Liverpool to Boston, and was eighty days making the JMlSS8oae. 
In 1876, the Centennial, a dory 16 feet long, 51 feet wide, and 21 feet 
deep, made the voyage from Gloucester to Liverpool in sixty-six days. 
In 1877, the schooner-rigged whale-boat New Bedford, 20 feet long, 
Captain Crapo, accompanied by his wife, made the voyage from New 
Bedford to Penzance, and thence to London. In 1878, the Nautilus, 
a small boat, sailed from Beverly, Mass., and arrived at Mount's Bay, 
Land's End, coast of Cornwall, England, in forty-five days. She was 
exhibited at the Paris Exhibition. 

On the 31st of May, 1770, the packet San Antonio, commanded 
by Don J nan Perez, arrived from San Diego and anchored in the 
port of Monterey, after a painful voyage of a mouth and a halt: 
A land expedition had arrived eight days before. .. On the 3d of 
June, being the holy day of Pentecost, the whole of the officers of sea. 
and land and all the people assembled on a bank at the foot of an 
oak," where, writes Tr. J unepera Serra, "we caused an altar to be 
raised, and the bells rung; we then chanted the V eni Creator, blessed 
the water, erected and blessed a grand cross, 1wi8ted tke royal standard, 
and chanted the first mass that was ever performed in this place; we 
afterwards sung the salve to Our Lady before an image of the most illus­
trious Virgin, which occupied the altar; and at the same time preached 
a sermon, concluding the whole with a Te Deum. After this, the offi­
cers took possession of the country in the name of the king our Lord 
(whom God preserve). We then all dined together in a shady place 
on the beach; the whole ceremony being accompanied by many vol­
leys and salutes by the troops and vessels." 

In 1775, when Father Garges was travelling on a crusading and 
proselyting expedition from Sonora to California, he carried a painted 
banner, on one side of which was represented the blessed Virgin 
Mary, and on the other the devil in the flames of hell. "This banner 
with the strange devices" was the earliest we have notice of as car­
ried through California. Others, doubtless, had been raised by the 
Spaniards on its coast. On his arrival at an Indian settlement, the 
holy father took his first step in conversion. As the travelling moun­
tebank blows his hom and flutters his flag on approaching a village 
of likely gulls, so did our good father hoist his standard and cry aloud j 
when, as he naively observes, the fascinated. Indians, on seeing the 
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Virgin, usuaRy exclaimed, "GooD!" but when they observed the 
devil, they often said, " BAD I " 

The stars and stripes were first raised in California by Captain 
James P. Arther, a native of Holland, but a resident of Plymouth, 
Mass. He was assisted by Mr. George W. Greene,1 a young man 
of Milton, Mass., and afterwards a member of the Massachusetts 
legislature. 

Captain Arther was up and down the coast of California as early 
as 1825, in the brig Harbinger, Captain Steel; but he did not raise 
Ule stars and stripes until 1829, when a mate of the ship Brookline, 
Captain Locke, in the employ of Messrs. Bryant & Sturgis. Mr. 
Arther and his -little party were sent ashore at san Diego to cure 
hides. They had a barn-like structure of wood, which answered the 
purposes of storehouse, curing-shop, and residence. The life was lone­
some. Upon the wide expanse of the Pacific they occasionally dis­
cerned a distant ship. Sometimes a vessel sailed near the lower offing. 
Thus the idea of preparing and raising a flag, for the purpose of at­
tracting attention, occurred. The flag was manufactured from shirts, 
and Captain Arther writes, with the accuracy of a historian, that" Mr. 
Greene's calico shirt furnished the blue, while he furnished the red 
and white." "It was completed and first raised on the arrival of the 
schooner Washington, Captain Thompson, of the Sandwich Islands," 
but sailing nnder the American flag. "It was in the latter part of 
1829, in San Diego," writes honest Captain Arther, who further states 
that the same flag was afterwards frequently raised at Santa Barbara, 
whenever, in faet, there was a vessel coming into port. These men 
raised our national ensign, not in bravado, or for war and conquest, 
but as honest men, to show they were American citizens, and wanted 
company. While the aet cannot be regarded as a claim to sover­
eignty, it is interesting as an unconscious indication of manifest 
destiny.s 

In 1842, Commodore Jones, of the United States navy, impressed 
that the United States were at war with Mexico, took possession of 
Monterey, hoisted • the stars and stripes' there, and proclaimed Cali­
fornia a Territory of the United States. Discovering his mistake the 
next day, he hauled down our flag, and made such apology as the cir­
cumstances would admit.' 

1 Hr. Greene died Sept. 10, 1877, aged 77. He 11'118 the BOD of BeuJamin Greene, or 
Bo.ton,H81111. 

I Boston Daily Advertiser. 
• The Discovery or Gold in Calitomia, by Ed. E. Dunbar. 

24. 
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The bear flag which was raised at Sonoma, California, June 14, 
1846, is now in the possession of the Pioneer Society at San Fran. 
cisco. It was made of white cotton and red flannel, the skirts of an 
old lady, and had painted on it the semblance of a grizzly bear. The 
artist was 80 unfortunate in his effort that the Spaniards called it the 
'Bandera Colchis,' or • hog flag.' The army which raised this flag 
and undertook to revolutionize a State consisted of fourteen Ameri­
cans. 

At this time, General John C. Fremont was encamped at So­
noma with an exploring party with which he had just crossed the 
plains, the Rocky Mountains, the desert, and Sierra Nevadas. Over 
his head-quarters at Sutter's Fort there floated a flag with one Ita,.! 
On the 4th of July, 1846, he called a meeting of the Americans at 
Sonoma, and under his advice they proclaimed the independence of 
California and declared war against Mexico. General Fremont did 
not know at the time that the United States was actually at war 
with Mexico, or that, on the 8th and 9th of May preceding, General 
Taylor had gained his victories at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, 
on the banks of the Rio Bravo. He was therefore unprepared to hear 
of the raising of the stars and stripes on the 7th of July, three days 
later, at Monterey, by Commodore Sloat, commanding a United States 
squadron, consisting of his flag-ship, the frigate Savannah, and sloops­
of-war Cyane and Levant. During the drawing up of the procla­
mation by the commodore and consul, an armed launch arrived in 
Monterey from San Francisco with news of the taking of Sonoma 
by the 'bear flag' party of fifty to sixty men, under Commandant 
Ide. l 

Captain Montgomery,' of the United States sloop-of-war Ports. 
mouth, then lying in San Francisco Bay, raised the United States 
flag on the Plaza of Yerba Buena, now Portsmouth Squa.re, San Fran­
cisco, under a salute of twenty-one guns from the Portsmouth, on the 
next day, or 8th of July.8 

Two days previous, Commodore Sloat sent a message to Captain 
Montgomery, informing him he was about to raise the stars and stripes 
over Monterey, and commanding him to do the same to the northward 
and around the bay of San Francisco. The flag was hoisted by Cap­
tain Montgomery on the Plaza, henceforth named 'Portsmouth Square,' 

I Annals of San FranciBco. 
I Afterward Rear·Admiral John B. Montgomery, U. S. N. Montgomery Street, SIUl 

Francisco, is named for him, and Portsmouth Square for his ship. 
• Log of the Savannah. 
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and the principal street lying along the beach received at the same 
time the name of ' Montgomery Street.' 

Since that date, the flag of our nation has constantly waved over 
California. On the 14th of July, the British man-of-war Collingwood, 
Sir George Seymour commanding, arrived at Monterey for the purpose 
of domg what Commodore Sloat had already accomplished. The Brit­
ish were too late: the Yankees, already in possession, were not to be 
displaced, save at the cost of a war between the two nations. The name 
of 'San }'rancisco' was given to the new American town rising at Yerba 
Buena, Jan. 4, 1847, by Lieutenant Washington A. Bartlett, U. S. N., 
a native of Portland, Maine, who was the first alcalde. 

The honor of having been the first to raise our flag in California 
has been claimed for Commodore Robert F. Stockton j but he did not 
arrive from Honolulu at Monterey, ill the frigate Congress, until the 
15th of July, the day after the English admiral, when, to his surprise, 
he heard of these occurrences, and found 'our flag' waving over the 
custom-house, and in the Plaza, where the Savannah Dlen were quar­
tered On the 28th of August, 1846, Commodore Stockton wrote the 
Navy Department: "I have now the honor to inform you that the 
flag of the United States is flying from every commanding position in 
the Territory of California, and that this rich and beautiful country 
belongs to the United States, and is for ever free from Mexican 
dominion." 

Lieutenant Lynch, in 1848, made an exploration of the river Jor­
dan and the Dead Sea. In his narrative he describes the first unfurl­
ing of our flag over the solitary waters of the Lake of Galilee and 
the Dead Sea, upon which, according to the popular belief, it was cer­
tain death to be borne. I 

After describing his VO~176 from the United States in the store­
ship Supply and the two metallic boats designed for the expedition, 
named by him' Fanny Skinner' and' Fanny Mason: after two bloom­
ing childl'en, Lieutenant Lynch says : -

"Friday, March 31, 184~. Sent to Acre for horses and hoisted 
out the two Fannies, and landed with our effects. Pitched our tents 
for the first time upon the beach without the walls of Haifa j a grave­
yard behind, an old grotto looking well on one side, and a carob tree 
on the other. For the first time, perhaps, without the consular pre­
cincts the American flag has been raised in Palestine: may it be the 
harbinger of a regeneration to a new and hapless people I" 

I The English Oag was first unfurled over theae waters in 1873, when Lieutenant 
lrlolineau, R. N., launched upon the Dead Sea the dingey of H. M. S. Spartan. 
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The boats were, re-embarked, taken to anothu point of the coast, 
and ~aain landed on the 5th of April, 1848. From this new point the 
start of the caravan for the interior is thus described:-

"The metal boats with the ftags flying, molUlted on carri~nes drawn 
by huge camels, OW'8elves, the mounted sailors in single file, the 
loaded camels. the sheriff and the sheikh with their tufted spears and 
followers, presented a. glorious sight. It looked, like a triumphal 
march." Thus organized. the party arrived at Tiberias, upon the shore 
of the Sea of Galilee, and the boats were launched upon its sacred 
,waters On Saturday, the 8th of April, 1848. Under that date Lieu­
tenant Lynch says: "Took all hands up t11e mountain to bring t11e 
,boats down. MallY times we thought that, like the herd of swine, 
they would rush precipitately into the sea. Every one did his best, 
and at length success crowned our efforts. With their flags flying, we 
carried them triumphantly beyond the walls uninjured, and, amid a 
crowd of spectators, launched them upon the blue waters of the Sea 
of Galilee, the Arabs singing. clapping their hands to the time, and 
crying for bakihishj 1 but we neither shouted nor cheered: from 
Christian lips it would have sounded like profanation. A look upon 
that lake ever brought to remembrance the words, 'Peace I be still.' .. 

" Buoyantly it floated, the two Fannies bea.riJlg the stars and stripes, 
the noblest flag of freedom now waving. Since the times of Josephus 
and the Romans no vessel of any size has sailed upon this sea. and 
for many, many years but a solitary keel has furrowed its surface.» 

On the 18th of April, in passing down the river Jordan, at the 
Fountain of Pilgrims, where more than eight thousand pilgrims ar­
rived to behold them as they bathed, Lynch was gladdened by meet­
ing two of his countrymen, who were gratified at seeing the stars and 
stripes floating above the consecrated river, and the boats which bore 
them ready, if necessary, to rescue a drowning pilgrim. 

On the 19th of April, the Dead Sea was entered and our flag dis­
played for the first time upon its waters. Nine days later (the 28th). 
news having been received from Beyrotlt of the death of John Quincy 
Adams, the flags were displayed at balf-mast, and at noon the next 
day twenty-one minute guns from the heavy blunderbnss on the 
bow of the Fanny Mason were, fired in honor of the illustrious ex­
President. 

On the 9th of May, having employed the previous day in its con­
struction, he pulled out in the Fanny Skinner and moored a large 
float, with the American ensign Bying, in eighty fathoms of water. 

1 Preaenta. 
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ab~ of Am G'huivier, at too long a distance from the shore to be 
disturbed by the Arabs. 

As the party approached Damascus on its return, they were ad­
vised to furl our flag before entering the city. assured that no foreign 
flag had ever been . tolerated within its walls. The British consul's 
was torn down on the first attempt to raise it, and the appearance of 
ours, it was thought. would excite commotion. and lead, perhaps. to 
serious consequences. As they had carried it to every place visited, 
they determined to take their chance and keep it flying. Angry com­
ments were made by the populace at this presumption j but as they 
did not choose to· understand what their toorgeman was too wary to 
interpret, they were unmolested. Once more unfurling the stars· and 
stripes at their camp over against Jerusalem, they tiDally re-embarked 
our flag at Jaffa, the ancient Joppa. 

After all this display of devotion "to the stars and stripes, the 
noblest flag of tieedom now waving," which Captain Lynch has so 
carefuHy recorded, it is a matter of regret that, from a false sense of a 
paramount duty to his State, he deserted its folds a dozen years later, 
in the hour of its trial and danger, and identified himself with the Re-
bellion. ' 

There has been controversy as to who first raised an American flag 
on the heights of Chapultepec. Some one having incautiously said 
.that General Read performed the gallant act, several claimants for the 
honor came forward. 

The fact that the lion-hearted Read did not first plant the colors of 
his regiment on Chapultepec robs him of none of the laurels he won 
in Mexico. It was Captain Barnard, of Philadelphia, who seized the 
flag of the Voltigeurs, and placed it triumphantly on the captured 
works of the enemy. Read, while gallantly bearing the colors un­
furled in the charge, was dangerously wounded, and his na.me appeared 
on the first list of the killed. No man who knew him doubts but for 
this Read· would have done all that Barnard acccomplished. 

The flag of the Voltigeurs, first planted at Chapultepec, is now in 
Louisville, in the possession of Isaac, a brother of Colonel George Alfred 
Caldwell, who, with Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph E. Johnston,lled the 
assault. It is shattered and battle-torn. and the sta.tl' shows marks of 
the fierce storm through which it was carried 

The reports of Generals Scott and Pillow, and Colonel Andrews, the 
commander of the Voltigeurs, and Ripley's History, all give to Captain 

~ Afterward a rebel general, and now a member of the United States Hoase of Bepre­
aentativee, 46th Congreaa, from the third district of Virginia. 
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Barnard the honor of first planting the regimental colors on Chapulte­
pec. General Pillow, in his report, says:-

II Colonel Andrews, whose regiment so distinguished itself' and com­
mander by this brilliant charge, as also Lieutenant-Colonel Johnston 
and Major Caldwell, whose activity enabled them to lead the assault, 
have greatly distinguished themselves by their gallantry and daring. 
Captain Barnard, with distinguished gallantry, seized the colors of his 
regiment upon the fall of the color-bearer, scaled the wall with them 
unfurled, and bas the honor of planting the first American standard in 
the works." 

When the Voltigeurs were disbanded at Baltimore, a number of the 
interesting properties of the regiment were forwarded by Lieutenant­
Colonel Johnston to Colonel Caldwell Among these was the regi­
mental flag. 1 

Colonel Caldwell was drafted in 1863. The law required he should 
personally appear before the board of enrolment for release. Know­
ing his physical disability, from age and chronic rheumatism, the board 
wrote him, if he had reason to fear he could not get exempted, he 
might bring his Chapultepec flag with him, and carry it out to the 
Taylor barracks. 

A party of twenty-five American officers, four or five civilians, 
thirty-five dragoons, and forty infantry of the United States army in 
Mexico, April, 1848, attempted the ascent of Popocatepetl, which, 
after Mount st. Elias, is the highest eminence of North America, hav­
ing an estimated altitude of from 17,720 to 18,362 feet.' 

Only six of the one hundred and fourteen of the ascending party 
succeeded in reaching its" summit, and raising the stars and stripes. 

A Spanish officer in 1519 was the first human being to reach its 
summit, and in commemoration of his success was permitted to as­
sume for his coat of arms the figure of a burning mountain. Several 
eminent travellers have since succeeded in reaching the summit; 
viz., Glennie in 1827, Von Gerolt, Baron Gross, and Sonntag and 
others. 

On reaching the final slope, our adventurers directed their steps 
toward a black rock near the edge of the crater, about the middle of 
the south side, and at ten minutes past ten A.M., April 11, 1848, Lieu­

I Louisville Courier. 
S Humboldt, measuring from the valley of Tetimba in 1801, estimated it at 17,728 feet. 

Glennie found it 17,88'; but "his calculations. corrected by Burokhanlt, made it 18,OU. 
Within a few years, French saYans had taken careful observations from the level couutry 
-at ita bo.ae, which yield a height of 18,862 feet, and two seta of meaeurementa are said to 
have produced several huncbed feet more. 
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tenant Stone, standing on the edge of the crater, and before the other 
five had arrived, fastened the stars and stripes to his staff, and planted 
them on the very loftiest peak of the mountain, raising loud huzzas at 
his complete success. 

Mr. Baggely, an Englishman and a professor in a Mexican college, 
arrived soon after, and placed close beside it the Cross of St. George. 

The effect of the gases did not permit the little party to remain on 
the edge of the crater. The fumes of the sulphur caused headache 
and nausea; their throats became dry and swollen, and compelled 
them to hasten their return. The strange sensations passed off as 
they descended, and when at two P.x. they reached the camp only a 
headache remained. 

The Indians would not believe they had reached the top, and ex­
amined their heads, saying, "It was impossible for anyone to go there 
without having horns grow from the head." Others asked" what the 
mountain said to them." 

No money or entreaty could persuade the guides to go further than 
the region of perpetual snow, which in that latitude is at about 14,000 
feet. 

In 1865, another party of two Americans and one Frenchman, viz. 
E. J. McCane, of Pennsylvania, and William V. Wells, and Antoine 
Kieffer, of Strasburg, ascended Popocatepetl, and peered into its crater.l 
October, 1874, Popocatepetl was again ascended by three American 
gentlemen and three American ladies; viz., Messrs. George Skilton, 
John Blackmore, and John Willson, of New York, Miss Sawyer, of 
Massachusetts, Miss Terry, of New York, and Mrs. Richardson. They 
descended into its crater, but failed to plant the stars and stripes on 
its summit. They slid down over 4,000 feet returning, and the ladies 
had a ball given to them in honor of their bravery. 

Mount Orizaba, whose snow-clad summit is seen every clear day 
from Vera Cruz, though seventy miles distant, and the sight of whose 
symmetrical cone often cheers the mariner when more than a hundred 
miles distant at sea, was ascended in May, 1848, by a party of United 
States army and navy officers, who planted our banner upon the highest 
peak of its frozen summits. Humboldt tried to ascend this mountain, 
but, with all his enthusiasm, failed, and pronounced the feat impracti­
cable. 

The party who were successful in raising our flag where foot of 
man had never before trod consisted of nine officers, thirty soldiers. 

I An utuatnted narrative of thi8 ueent by Mr. Wella ill giVID in • Harper',lIap­
line' for November, 1865. 
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and two sailors, who all encamped on the secoad day 12,000 Ceet above 
the level of the sea, with the thermometer considerably below the 
freezing-point. 

At early daylight the morning oC the third day the party again set 
out, and were soon among the snow and ice; the air became ra.refied 
at every step, rendering it necessary for them to stop and pant fo~ 
breath. When they had attained the elevation. of 15,OOQ'feet, with a 
few exceptions, all were seized· with nausea and vomiting, and, the 
ascending party was gradually dimtnished, "ntil, Yhenthe summit 
was reached, only three army and two navy officers could congratulate 
themselves on having reached the goal of their endeavor~ Arrived at 
the summit, t.he little party shook hands and sat down to rest and 
enjoy the' glorious prospect before them,-Puebla, Jalapa, Cordova, 
the sea ninety miles away, and a host of villages on the plain. They 
descended a short. distance into the crater, and brought up some beau .. 
tiful specimens of crystal and lava, and large quantities of the most 
beautiful specimens of sulphur. '.After this the navy officers set up the 
American ilag on the summit, an honor to which they w.ere fairly en· 
titled, as it was made overnight of the red and blue shirts of the 
sailors, Passed-Midshipman Robert Clay Rogers furnishing his white 
one to complete it., This ilag had but thirteen stars. It was leftily .. 
ing, with a bottle beside it, in which was a paper containing the names 
of the successful Cew. The barometer ceased to indicate,after they had 
reached an altitude of 17,800 feet, when they were at least 1,000 feet 
from the summit, according to their estimate. This would make the 
height of Orizaba over 18,300 feet, instead of 17,500, as had been 
estimated. When the party returned, they slid down on the 81l0W and 
ice.1 

A correspondent of the' New Orleans Delta' wrote to that journal 
Concerning this feat:-

"On the highest pinnacle of the frozen summit of Orizaba waves 
the star-spangled banner I So you may tell Mr. Polk, his Cabinet, 
and all Congress assembled, that they may pass what laws they please, 
make treaties, and the Mexican issue pronunciamentos, but still will 
the American Jlag wave over their country; for who will go up to pull 
it down 1" 

In February, 1877, Mr. D. S. Richardson, then Secretary of the 

1 The party was composed of Major Manigault and Lieutenant Reynolds, U. S. Anny, 
Lieutenant R. C. Rogers, U. S. Navy, Captains Lomax and Higgins, of the Alabama Vol~ 
unteerl, Captain White, Dr. Banks, AdJutanIi Hardway, thirty IOldiera, aDd two lIIUlon 
of the naval battery. 
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UDited States Legation at Mexico, aocompanied by Mr. Eustace Mer­
phy, succeeded in making the ascent, and planted our flag on its t0p­
most pinnacle. 

After the war with Mexico (1848), it was unanimously re.'!olved by 
the Senate of the United States" That the Vice-President be requested 
to have the flag of the United States first erected by the American 
army upon the palace in the capital of Mexico deposited for safe­
keeping in the Department of State of the United States." 

In answer to my inquiries, the Department of State wrote me, 
Sept. 23, 1871, "This Department is unable to give you the informa­
tion which you desire, as it does not have the flag referred to in its 

keeping. It is most likely in the charge 

* * * * * * * of the War Department." Referring . * * * * * * * them, in another letter, to the law con-. 
cerning it, it was found to be deposited 

* * * * * * * in the State Department, and described 
* * * * * * * as" an ordinary United States flag of 

small size, tattered and moth-eaten, con .. 
taining in its union twenty-eight stars, arranged in four rows, each 
row containing seven; the rows of seven stars parallel with the white. 
stripes." 

The city of Charleston, S. C., presented a palmetto -regimental 1lag 
to the South Carolina Volunteers, on their departure for Mexico, on· 
the 24th of December, 1846. Colonel Pierce Butler received the 
colors, ·and a son of General Cantey, the State adjutant-general, was 
the color-sergeant. The flag was of. thick blue silk, with the coat of, 
arms of the State on one side, and the United States arms and a pal­
metto-tree on the other, with the inscription, "Presented by the City 
of Charleston," &C. The mayor, in his presentation address, said,­
q The motto that glitters in the sunlight from this banner - C Not jfYl' 
ouradves we conquer, but our oountry' - covers every heart here pres­
ent, and the palmetto device of our State, now quivering its mimio 
leaves above us, finds in this serried array men like itself,-rigid, firm,. 
enduring." 

This flag, riddled with shot and shell, was carried at Contreras and 
Churubusco, when Colonel Butler was killed while carrying it, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dickson wounded. It was the first flag hoisted in­
side the city of Mexico, as fully shown in a report of a committee of the' 
Senate of the United States, detailing the circumstances of the hoist­
ing of the United States flag over the palace. On the return of the 
regiment, the flag was preserved under a glass case, in the State 
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House at Columbia, until Feb. 17, 1865, when it was destroyed in the 
fire that burned that building.l 

A fragment of this flag, - two small pieces of silk and gold fringe. 
- presented to Lieutenant Robertson, of Company F, is preserved in 
the armory of the Washington Light Infantry Company, in Charl~ 
ton. 

In May, 1848, when the Italian tricolored banner,-

"Red, for the patriot's blood i 
Green, for the martyr's crown ; 
White, for the dew and the rime, 
When the morning of God comes down," • 

was consecrated by the Patriarch of Venice, in that city, the American 
consul was the only foreign diplomat invited to be present. In the 
course of the ceremonies, the commander of the troops called, II At·ten­
tion' Honor to the flag of the United States of America ," at which 
the multitude shouted their applause with cries of " Long live our sis­
ter republic I" The people of all classes and conditions, soldiers and 
civilians, nearest, embraced the consul, and, kissing the star-spangled 
banner, pressed it to their hearts; while the many, with moistened 
eyes, reached their hats through the crowd merely to touch it, ex­
claiming, "Viva it Oonsole!" "Viva gli Stite Uniti!" "Vim la 
gmn RepUblica! " In the evening, at the theatre, there was a repe­
tition of the enthusiasm, when the consul entered his box with his 
wife.· 

The uncertainty attending the fate of Sir John Franklin and his 
companions elicited the interest and warmest sympathy of the Amer­
ican people, and was the moving cause of an expedition organized 
under authority of a joint resolution of Congress, May 2, 1850, which 
authorized the President to accept" and attach to the navy two ves­
sels offered by Henry Grinnell, of New York, to be sent to the 

1 In consequence of ita heroic history and dilapidated condition, General Butler, of 
Kentucky, presented the regiment in Mexico with another flag, which is thUi de­
ICribed:-

The ftag is of one thiclm_ of blue silk, embroidered with yellow and red silk Boa, 
and bomered with a yellow fringe about two inches wide. The embroidery coUlista of 
the coat of arms of the United States, with the motto, "E Pluri/nu U"um," and under­
neath the eagle is worked, "Palmetto lUgt. S. C. Volu7llur3;" two rows of stars, fifteen in 
each row, extend BCl'08Il the top of the ftag above the eagle. The embroidery being the 
aanle on both sides. The stall' is ornamented with a ailver-plated spear-head. Dimen­
sions of the ftng, five feet three inches next the stall', and six feet long. 

It was carried by the regiment at the centennial of the battle of Fort Moultrie, 
June 28, 1876. 

a Mrs. Browning. I Newspaper account. 
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Arctic Seas in search of the British commander, Sir J om Franklin, 
and his companions." 

The vessels furnished by Mr. Grinnell were the brigantines Ad­
vance and Rescue, and the command of the expedition was intrusted 
to Lieutenant Edwin J. De Haven, who commanded the Advance in 
person. The command of the Rescue was assigned to Passed-Mid­
shipman S. P. Griffin, the second officer of the expedition. The 
instructions, full and complete, were issued by William B. Preston, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

The expedition sailed from New York, May 26, 1850, and returned 
to that port about Oct. 1, 1851. Only supposed traces of the objects 
of search were discovered, and the real fate of Sir John and his com­
panions was still left in doubt. The vessels were caught in the ice, 
and frozen up for nine months. They drifted to and fro more than a 
thousand miles. Not a man was lost on the expedition. These ves­
sels went up Wellington Channel, searching its shores, and discovered 
Grinnell Land 

The railroad across the Isthmus of Panama, from Aspinwall, or 
Colon, as the authorities of the United States of Columbia call it, to 
the city of Panama, begun May, 1850, and completed in 1859, is a 
.triumph of American skill, perseverance, and engineering. The first 
great obstacle, the bridging, so to speak, of bottomless swamps, was 
overcome, and a train of cars passed from Aspinwall to Barbacoas on 
the 4th of July, 1852. The second great obstacle, the crossing of the 
Chagres River, which during the wet season is liable to rise fifty feet 
in from six to ten hours, was accomplished in 1853. 

November 24 of that year was a day of more than ordinary inter­
est to American residents on the Isthmus, when the bridge across the 
Chagres at Barbacoas was tested by the passage over it of the first 
train of cars and locomotive. Notice was given that all who wished 
-would be passed free, and six passenger-cars were early filled with 
foreign and native residents. The bridge on the Barbacoas side was 
tastefully decorated, and on its comers waved the flag of New Grenada 
side by side with the stars and stripes. About eleven A.M., Messrs. Ball 
and Baldwin, on the top of the first car, supported by the officers and 
attaches of the company, bearing the flag of our country above their 
heads, gave the signal, and, with a warning cry, the iron steed, built 
in Portland, Maine, started with the train across the arches of the 
noble structnre, and five hundred voices, collected on the banks of 
the river, sent up a shout, which was echoed back from as many on 
the cars, as the train moved smoothly across. After running a mile or 
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so beyond, the train returned 'and recrossed the bridge, when a few 
hours were spent in the festivities of a dinner, and there was a ball at 
old Joe Prince's in the evening. A large amount of gunpowder was 
burnt in the course of the day.- Among the toasts given at the dinner 
was, II The Panama Railroad, the index-finger· of 'Young America's' 
right hand." In December, 1853, passengers were conveyed by the 
railroad to Gorgona, and on the opening of the dry season the road was 
in running order to Matashin, seventeen miles from Panama. 

The near completion of the Panama railroad, and the discovery of 
gold in and the settlement of California, were two great inducements 
to our successful treaty with Japan in 1854.1 

The American ensign first displayed in Japan on the landing of 
Commodore M. C. Perry at U~ on the bay of Jeddo, in July, 1853, 

* * * 
* * * 
* * * 
* * * 
* * * 

* * 
* * 
* * 
* * 
* * 

* 
* 
* 
* 

and which was· unfolded at the treaty of Y oka· 
hama,' March, 1854, opening Japan to the 
world after two hundred years of seclusion, 
counted on its cluster twenty-nine stars, and 
is now preserved at the Naval Academy, 
Annapolis. 

In 1855, during the cruise of the Ame~ 
can whaler George and Henry, of New Lon­

don, Captain Buddington, a vessel was discovered in a vast field 
of ice, and drifting oceanward. Lowering a whale-boat, CaptaiR 
Buddington, with a picked crew, pulled to .the floe, and leaving 
their boat, after a perilous journey of a mile over immense hum­
mocks of ice, reached the vessel Clambering np her sides, to thm 
astonishment they discovered her to be H. B. M. ship Resolute, which 
had sailed from England the year before, under command of Captain 
Keppel. in search of Sir John Franklin and party. 

It appeared that, being ice-bound in Baffin's Bay, running short of 
provisions, and without hope of relief or of releasing the vessel, the offi­
cers and crew, consisting of one hundred and sixty men, with supplies 
and instruments, abandoned her, and after a dangerous sledge-journey 
joined another ship of the expedition. When the Uesolute was boarded 
by Captain Buddington, she had drifted into the Atlantic Ocean nine 
hundred miles from the point at which she had been a.ba.ndoned. 

Captain Buddington took possession of the vessel, and at once 
OOb'8.n operations to release her. After many days of arduous labor. of 
his men, they had the vessel afloat in open waters, and, placing a crew 
on board, safely brought her into New London. 

1 This Ileamed in Japan, at the time or the treaty. 
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- 'The facts of the rescue being brought to'the attention of our gov .. 
ernment, Congtes8 appropriated 830,000 for her purchase from the 
salvors. She was then taken to the .New York Navy Yard and re­
fitted, every thing on board being restored as nearly as possible to its 
condition when she was manned by British tars. By direction of the 
President of the United States, under the authority of Congress, a 
crew was plsced on board of her, With sailing 'orders for Ports­
mouth, England, and directions to her commanding officer, in the 
bame ,of the United States, to restore the ship to her Majesty's 
government. 

She was commanded ,by Commander Henry J; Hartstene, of South 
Carolina.1 The ship ,sailed from New York, and twenty-five days 
after reached Portsmouth, early in December, 1855. 

The British government, officially advised of this act of friendship on 
the part of the United States, prepared for the consummation of this 
purpose with becoming formality. The day set apart for the ceremony 
at Portsmouth was Dec. 10, 1855. The harbor was in full array. Her 
Majesty's ships in port floated the roya1standard of England from their 
mastheads, and the flag of the United States, and were gayly dressed 
with flll:,os and streamers. For the better accommodation of the royal 
personages who were to participate in the ceremony, the Resolute was 
hauled alongside the dock. 
. At noon, amid the booming of guns ashore and afloat, her Majesty, 
accompanied by the Prince Consort, the Prince of Wales, the Princess 
Royal, and Princess Alice, Lady Cathcart, and the Duchess of Athol 
(the most beautiful woman in England), attending maids of honor, and 
accompanied by Sir Francis Seymour, commandant of the Portsmouth 
Navy Yard, went aboard the Resolute. 

Captain Hartstene, surrounded by his officers' in full dress, wel­
comed the Queen, and addressing her, said: " Your Majesty, it affords 
me pleasure, in behalf of the President of the United States, to present 
to you the ship Resolute, not only as the evidence of good-will of the 
people of the United States, but out of the great respect which they 
feel toward you personally." 

The Queen, in person, thanked the government of the United States 
through Captain Hart.'Jtene for the consideration thus shown herself 
and her government. Having evinced a deep interest in viewing the 
ship, s11e visited every- part of her, and asked numerous questions. 

A fine large painting was executed, by order of the Queen, repra-

1 Captain Hartstene IlDited his lorbulea with the Southern Rebellion, and died ahort1y 
after its commencement. 
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senting the scene on the deck of the Resolute. This painting, which 
has been engraved, now hangs in the royal gallery at Windsor.1 

In 1856, after the cloud of war had rolled away from the Crimea, 
and Sebastopol was opened to all nations, the first vessel to enter its 
closed port was an American ship, the Troy, with the stars and stripes 
at her peak. 

The iron yacht Edith, owned by R. B. Forbes, sailed from Boston 
in 1858, for the Rio de la Platte. She was the first, and it is believed 
is the ouly, vessel of the New York yacht squadron that has carried 
the United States flag into south latitude. 

The yacht Edith was only forty-seven days in making the passage 
from Provincetown, though delayed by the loss of her main-mast close 
to the deck, in lat. 26° S. 

A letter from her in the 'Boston Courier,' dated "Rio Uruguay, 
lat. 32° 7' S., Ion. 58° 11' W., March 8, 1859," says: "At Con­
cepcion we found the Fulton and Water Witch, vessels celebrated in 
history, - the last as the origin of the Pal'llt.01lay expedition, and the 
leader of that memorable squadron which went to Cuba to protect the 
United States flag from British aggression. ... We get on admir­
ably with our '8IJ1uulron,' consisting of the yacht Edith and steamer 
Alpha; sometimes she tows us and sometimes we tow her, and always 
excite the curiosity of the natives. No other yacht of the New York 
squadron has been so far from home, and no other steamer of any na· 
tion has been so far up the Rio Negro; at this point she deserves to be 
called the Alpha, and for a long time to come will be the Omega." 

The Alpha was a small iron steamer, which was taken out to South 
America on the deck of the brig Nankin. Some asked, on seeing her 
on deck, whether she was built on the way out, or whether the brig was 
built around her. On arriving at Montevideo, the Nankin was hauled 
alongside the United States store-ship Supply, and with the tackles 
used to hoist o'!t to-inch guns the little steamer was suspended in air, 
the brig was hauled from under her, and just when all was ready to 
launch her, the main-yard tackles pennant parted, and down she went 
ten or twelve feet into the water, the fore-sling slipping oft' at the 
same time,·but no harm was done, and not a rivet was started. 

1 lAtely, orders have been issued from the admirslty to break up this hiatoric ahip, 
and in these orders it is stated ahe was built of teak from the East Indies, is bark·rigged, 
and about five hundred tons burthen; and it ia stated semi-officially that her M~esty·. 
government has dirscted that a dining set shall be made from her teak timbers for pres­
entation to the government of the United States, as a souvenir of an interesting event 
which occurred just one-quarter of a century ago. The v~ was never employed in 
active service aCter her rendition. 
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The captain of the little' steamer went to the custom-house, and en­
tered her as a new arrival, she having been regularly cleared at the 
Boston custom-house. The collector opened his eyes very wide, seeing 
that she was only twenty tons, and asked if she came by sea, how 
many days she had been on the voyage, and how many ports had been 
touched at for fuel. and whether she had shipped any water or incurred 
any danger from gales of wind on the way. Captain Bessie honestly 
replied that he came by sea in fifty-five days j had put in nowhere for 
fuel, having been mostly propelled by sails j that he had shipped many 
small sprays, but no large seas, and that she was as dry and safe as a 
brig of three hundred tons all the way out j that he had encountered 
one severe gale and several smaller ones, but that she 'lay to' like 
a duck. The collector made note of these facts, and said it was C mug 
currioso,' and opened his eyes Ilocrain. 

The Alpha may be considered the pioneer and parent of our naval 
steam launches, those efficient tenders to our ships of war and survey­
ing vessels. 

Throughout the trials, sufferings, and famine of Lieutenant Isaac N. 
Strain's unfortunate Darien exploring expedition in 1854,80 graphically 
described in Mr. Headley's narrative, tI our flag was sacredly preserved."1 

After their rescue, and while pursuing their course down river, as 
they approached the Vh-ago's paddle-box boat, Strain desired to hoist 
an American ensign, and asked if the one they started with had 
been preserved. Yes, answered McGinness, who was intrusted with it, 
and who had carried it to the last. The only emblem of their nation­
ality that remained to them, he had wrapped it around his breast; 
and though weapons, haversacks, and blankets had been thrown away, 
he would not part with it. Wounded feet that needed bandaging, and 
ulcerated limbs and tattered gannents, could not induce him to devote 
that cherished symbol to his own use. Without reflection, Strain 
ordered McGinness to place it in his boat. The poor fellow hung 
back for a moment, and cast such an appealing look on Strain that 
the latter asked what was the matter. His eyes filled with tears, and 
he replied, .. Captain Strain, I have never parted with that ensign a 
single instant since you intrusted it to my care on the Atlantic coast, 
and don't take it from me now." 

Touched by the devotion of the man, Strain said, " By no means 
shall it be taken from you, my brave fellow j display it yourself." His 
face beamed with a smile of thankfulness, and unbinding it with his 
skeleton hand from the rags that hardly covered him, he gave it, tat-

1 See Harper's Magazine. 
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tared and tom, to the wind, and three ,,!reers went up frotn the little 
fleet. There is a whole poem, says Headley, in this little incident. 
That flag, first dispJayed when they marched from the beach of Cal­
edonia Bay, was unrolled- to announce their deliverance, and then 
once more only, - to shroud the coffin of one of the expedition. 

The generosity of Mr. Grinnell did not cease with the unsuCcessful 
termination of the first humane expedition. to the Arctic, which had 
failed to aecomplish its purposes, 80 far as the finding of the missing 
explorers, and promptly offered the vessels for a second cruise, should 
the necessary authority be obtained from Congress; and in the fall of 
1852, in compliance with the wishes of Lady Franklin, Passed-Assist­
ant-Surgeon E. K. Kane, who had accompanied the previous e~ 
dition, was given permission to engage in special servioo, and go 
in search of Sir John Franklin. Under instructions from Sec­
retary J. P. Kennedy, he sailed from New York in the brigantine 
Advance, May 31, 1853. Dr. I. I. Hayes was an officer of this ex~ 
dition, comprising in all seventeen persons; and the next year, 1854, 
Dr. Kane carried our flag to the land nearest the pole yet discovered, 
and his companion Morton hoisted the first flag that ever waved over 
that solitude.l 

Dr. Kane, narrating the event, says, tc As he [Morton] neared the 
northem land at the east shore, which led to Cape Constitution, the 
termination of his labors, he found only a very small ice-float under 
the lee of the head-land, and crushed up' against the side of the 
rock He went on, but the strip of ice-land broke more and more, 
until about a mile off the Cape it terminated altogether, the waves 
breaking into a cross-sea directly against the Cape. The wind had 

I In the • Boston Gazette' or 'Weekly Advertiser,' May 22, 1753, there is the Col­
lomg notice of.an .. Early American Expedition Cor the discovery oC the Northnst 
PII88&(lO : .. -

"PHlLADELPBlA, May 10. 

" We hear that the schooner Argo, Captain Swaine, who was fitted out from this port 
by a number of merchants of this and the neighboring provinces, and saUed hence on the 
fth of March last for Hudson's Bay, on the discovery of the Northweet Passage, having 
touched at the Hiannas near Cape Cod, and at Portsmouth in New England, to take in 
her complement of hands and some particular neceasaries, took her departure Crom the 
latter plsce on the 15th of April, all well on board, and in high spirits." 

This vessel was fitted out at an expense of £1,500, by subscription, a chief mover in 
the enterprise being Benjamin Franklin. On her return she was refitted, and sailed the 
rollowing apring on another expedition, and returned in October, 88 appears by the Penn­
Iylvania 'Journal and Advertiser' of Oct. 2.,175.: "On Sunday last,cmived here 
the schooner Argo, Captain Swaine, who was fitted out in the spring on the discovery 
of the Northwest Passage, but having three of his men killed on the Labrador coast, 
returned 1Iithout SUCce8ll." 
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moderated, but was still from the north, and the current ran very fast, 
- four or five knots, perhaps. 

"The cliffs were here very high, - at a short distance they seemed 
about two thousand feet j but the crags were so overhanging that Mor­
ton could not see the tops as he drew closer. The echoes were con­
fusing. and the clamor of half a dozen ivory gulls, who were frightened 
from their sheltered nooks, were multiplied a hundred-fold The 
mollemoks were still numerous, but he saw no ducks. 

" He tried to pass around the Cape. It was in vain. There was no 
ice-foot, and, trying his best to ascend the cliffs, he could get up but a 
few hundred feet. Here he fastened to his walking-pole the Grinnell 
flag of the Antarctic, a well cherished little relic, which had now fol­
lowed me on two polar voyages. This flag had been saved from the 
United States sloop-of-war Peacock, when she was stranded off Columbia 
River. It had accompanied Commodore Wilkes in his far southern 
discovery of the Antarctic continent. It was now its strange destiny 
to float over the highest northern land, not only of America, but of our 
globe. Side by side with this were our masonic emblems of the com­
pass and square. He let them fly for an hour and a half from the 
black cliffs over the dark rock-shadowed waters, which rolled up and 
broke in white caps at its base." 

This flag was again used by Dr. Hayes in his North Pole expedi­
tion, and again unfurled by Captain Hall, of the Polaris, when he took 
possession of the land, 82° 26' north latitude, "in the name of God 
and the United States," and was brought back by Captain Buddington. 
It may be said of this historic Oag, which was the property of Henry 
Grinnell, that it has been farther north and farther south than any 
flag in the world It is of ordinary bunting, about eight by three feet, 
and has twenty-four stars of white muslin sewed in the union. The 
words "Peacock.flag" are stamped on the left-hand corner, in black 
ink. Although much soiled from long use, the Oag was free from 
rents in 1874. It was again carried to the Arctic in the schooner Flor­
ence by Captain Howgate, and returned in her in a good state of 
preservation in 1878. 

The long absence of the second Grinnell expedition, of nearly three 
years, without information of its movements or fate, filled the hearts 
of the people with solicitude, and the subject received the attention 
and action of Congress. On the 3d of February, 1855, a joint resolu­
tion was adopted authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to provide 
and despatch a suitable nava.l or other steamer, and if necessary a ten­
der, to the Arctic seas for the purpose of rescuing or affording relief to 

25 
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Passed-Assistant-Surgeon E. K. Kane, and the offic81'8 and men under 
his command, provided that such steamer and tender should be offi­
cered and manned by volunteers from the navy, and others who 
dec~ their willingness to be so engaged. 

The vessels selected and fitted for this service were the buk Re­
lease and steamer Arctic, and the command of the expedition was 
committed by Secretary Dobbin to Commander H. J. Hartstene, who 
commanded the Release in person. The second officer of the expedition 
was Lieutenant Charles S. Simms, who commanded the Arctic. 

The vessels sailed from New York June 4, 1855, and returned to 
that port Oct. 11, 1855. In four months which intervened they sailed 
four thousand miles, circumnavigated Baffin's Bay, passed farther into 
Smith's Sound than anyone save Kane himself, found that missing 
explorer and his party at Disco Island, and returned them safely to 
their country and friends. 

In 1859, during the war between Austria and Sardinia, the imperial 
gove~ment ordered Trieste placed under martial, law, the Frenoh 
being daily expected to make an attack upon that city. Under this 
circumstance the United States consul suspended a large United 
States flag from his balcony, which remained there night and day 
while the war lasted. }'rom the moment of its display, the common 
people congregated opposite at the Palace Demetrio Carciotte, gazing 
at it with delight. This concourse gathered every day for about a 
week, when the President of the imperial maritime government called 
on the consul and asked, «What does all this mean 1" «What about 
this crowd in a state of siege? " The consul replied, that he claimed 
the protection of his flag, and that the local authorities were bound to 
furnish sufficient force to preserve the peace and sustain his pri vileges. 
The official retired, the flag was undisturbed, and people who bad 
never seen it came from the neigh boring villages to see « la candiera 
.A.merU,a1l..a." 

Theodore de SabIa, who had been the United States vice-consul at 
Panama, being a native of Louisiana, sympathized with the Rebellion. 
Writing from Panama. to a former navy friend on the 18th of July, 
1861, he related the following curious incident, the augury of which 
was happily unfulfilled, unless on the principle of dreams, by contra­
ries. After alluding to matters of a business nature, he says: "We 
had a glorious fourth here at my house, rather on the 8eCUII side, 
though, as you may easily believe. Captain Mitchell, Shryock,1 and 

1 These were officers of the United Stat.ea steamship Wyoming, attached to the 
Pa.eilic aquadron. who had l'88igned. 
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other Southern friends, late of, and now off, the navy, were there, and 
we bad a gtand time of it. Sorry to say that on that day, when they 
were drinking the • Union' at the United States consulate, about 
two P.M., the flag-staft' of old Corwine (the United States consul) was 
struck by lightning and shivered from top to bottom, and the flag torn 
to pieces. Bad omen that! for you! " 

The fourth expedition from the United States to the polar seas was 
orgauized and despatched under private auspices, and had no connec­
tion with the government. Dr. I. I. Hayes, who had been attached 
to Dr. Kane's expedition, conducted it. The name of his vessel, the 
Spring Hill, was changed to United States, and she sailed from Boston 
July 7,1860. Her departure was preceded by an interesting demon­
stration on the 4th of July, in which many distinguished persons par­
ticipated. The schooner was of one hundred and thirty-three tons 
burthen. Her officers and crew, including Dr. Hayes, numbered 
fifteen persons. It was designed the vessel should sail on the 4th of 
July, hut the weather proved unpropitious, and her departure was de­
layed. 

o On the fourth day of March, 1861, Dr. Hayes hoisted a flag in 
honor of Abraham Lincoln, who was supposed to be the President of 

Expedition PIq or the 8cbooner United Stateo, 1861. 

the United States, 
though the fact was 
not known until 
August 14, when 
the expedition ar­
rived at Upperna­
vick on its return. 
The flag was made 
by F. L. Harris, and 
a curious circum­
stan ce connected 
with it is, that it 
was made with only 
eighteen stars, from 
lack of material 

When the news of the election of Lincoln was received, five montha 
afterwards, it was found that a rebellion had bl'oken out in the 
Southern States, leaving only about eighteen States true to the 
Union. 

Dr. Hayes had accompanied Kane on the expedition of 1854, when 
Morton caught sight of what was thought to be the open polar sea. 
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During the winter of 1860-61 he took up his quarters at Port Foulke.1 

In April, 1861, he left; his ship and proceeded up Smith's Strait in 
sleighs, but, having traversed about half the channel, was obliged to 
send back to the ship most of his exhausted crew. Keeping with 
himself only three hardy companions, he left the strait and pro­
ceeded along the coast on the ice. 

On the 18th of May, 1861, in lat. 810 30', arid at a distance of 
825 kilometers from the pole, Hayes saw before him a vast sheet of 
water. Every thing, says he, "was to me evident proof that I had 
reached the shores of the polar basin, and that the large ocean was 
rolling at my feet. At some distance from where he stood, the waves 
sweeping along the coast were breaking to pieces the ice, which finally 
disappeared." There Dr. Hayes built a cairn, and planted the AmeJi­
can flag upon the most northern point ever reached by man. Having 
named the headland where the flags were raised' Cape Lieber,' and the 
extreme point of the world in sight to the northward' Cape Union,' he 
retraced his steps to Port Foulke. (See map.) 

We will let him describe this interesting incident:-
" The Open Polar Sea. -Standing against the dark sky at the north, 

there was seen in dim outline the white sloping summit of a noble 
headland, the most northern known land upon the globe. I judged 
it to be in latitude 82° 30', or four hundred and fifty miles from the 
north pole." 

"Nearer, another bold cape stood forth; and nearer still the head­
land, for which I had been steering my course the day before, I'OS8 

majestically from the sea, as if pushing up into the very skies a lofty 
mountain peak, upon which the winter had dropped its diadem of 
snows. There was no land visible except the coast upon which I 
stood . 

.. The sea beneath Ole was a mottled sheet of white and dark patches. 
these latter being either soft decaying ice, or places where the ice had 
wholly disappeared. These spots were heightened in intensity of shade 
and mUltiplied in size as they receded, until the belt of the water-sky 
blended them all together into one uniform color of dark blue. The 
old aud solid floes (some a quarter of a mile and others a mile across). 
and the massive ridges and wastes of hummocked ice, which lay piled 
between them and around their margins, were the only parts of the 
sea which retained the whiteness and solidity of winter. 

1 So named by Dr. Hayes Cor William Parker Foulke, or Philadelphia, who aided in 
fitting out the expedition, and diud lleCore its return. Dr. Hay. dedicates hill narrative 
to hill memory. 
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U All the evidences showed that I stood upon the shores of the polar 
basin, and that the broad ocean lay at my feet; that the land upon 
which I stood, culminating in the distant cape before me, was but a 
point of land projecting far into it, like the Ceverro Vostochnoi NoBS 
of the opposite coast of Siberia; and that the little margin of ice which 

lined the shore was being steadily worn away, and within a month the 
whole sea would be as free from ice as I had seen the north water of 
Baffin's Bay, interrupted only by a moving pack, drifting to and fro at 
the will of the winds and currents. 
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II It now only remained for us to plant our flag in token of our dis­
covery, and to deposit a record in proof of our presence. The flags 
were tied to the whip-lash, and suspended between two tall rocks, and 
while we were building a cairn they were allO\\'ed to flutter in the 
breeze; then, tearing a leaf from my note-book, I wrote on it as fol­
lows:-

II 'This point (the most northern land that has ever been reached) 
was visited by the undersigned, May 18, 19, 1861, accompanied by 
Geol"Je }'. Knorr, travelling with a dog-sledbre. We arrived here after 
a toilsome march of forty-six days from my winter harbor near Cape 
Alexander, at the mouth of Smith Sound. My observations p1ace us 
in lat. 810 25', Ion. 700 30' W. Our further progress was stopped 
by rotten ice and cracks. Kennedy Channel appears to expand into 
the polar basin, and, satisfied that it is navigable, at least during the 
months of July, August, and September, I go hence to my winter har­
bor, to make another trial to get through Smith Sound with my vessel 
after ice breaks up this summer. 

• I. I. 1IA YES. 
... MAY 19, 1861: 

.. This record, carefully secured in a small glass vial, was deposited 
beneath the cairn; then our faces were turned homewards. But I 
quitted the place with reluctance." 

The flags planted upon the crag were a small United States boat­
ensign, which had been carried in the South Sea exploring expedition 
of Captain Wilkes, and afterwards in the arctic expeditions of Lieuten­
ant-Commanding De Haven and Dr. Kane, a little United States 
flag, which had been committed to Dr. Sontag by the ladies of the 
Albany Academy, two diminutive masonic flags, intrusted to Dr. 
Hayes,-one by the Kane Lodge of New York, the other by the 
Columbia Lodge of Boston, - and the expedition signal-flag, bearing a 
crimson star on a white field. Dr. Hayes says, "Being under the 
obligation of a sacred promise to unfurl all these flags at the most 
northern point attained, it was my pleasing duty to carry them with 
me,- a duty rendered none the less pleasing by the circumstance that 
together they did not weigh three pounds." 

The highest point attained by him he called • Cape Lieber,' a remark­
able peak rising above Church's monument, and the bay below it he 
named for Lady Franklin. The conspicuous headland, which he vainly 
attempted to reach on the last day of his northward journey, was 
named C Cape Eugenie,' for the Empress of the French, in appreciation 
of the kindness of French citizens to the expedition; another promi-
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nent headland he named (Cape Frederick VII.,' in honor of the king 
of Denmark, to whose Greenland subjects he was indebted for many 
serviceable attentions. The noble headland which, in faint outline, 
stood against the dark sky of the open sea, "the most northern known 
land upon the globe," he named' Cape Union,' "in remembrance of a 
compact which has given prosperity to a people and founded a nation," 
unknowing that at that very time fratricidal hands were endeavoring 
to rend that glorious union. and dissolve the comp8ct which had re­
sulted in such national prosperity. The bay lying between Cape 
Union and Cape Frederick VII. he named for Admiral Wrangel, whose 
fame in connection with arctic discovery is second only to that of Sir 
Edward Parry, and the lofty peak behind Cape Eugenie, overlooking 
the polar sea, he named (Parry Mountain.' With that eminent ex­
plorer he must divide the honors of extreme northern travel j for, if 
Parry carried the British flag upon the sea nearer to the north pole 
than any flag had been carried hitherto, Hayes planted the American 
flag farther north upon the land than any:ftag bad been or has since 
been planted.1 

1 Commander James Clarke Rou, R. N., had thirty yean before, viz. May, 1861, bed 
the British Bag on the north lIIIIPetic pole, more than eleven degrees to the southward, 
and took possesaion of it and the adjoining territory in the name of Great Britain and 
Xing William IV. He erected a cairn, under which he buried a canister containing a 
record of the fact, regretting he had not the means of constructing a pyramid of size and 
Itrength lullicient to withatand the _ulta of time and the Esquimaux. The latitude 
of the !pot waa 70° 51 15" N., longitude 96° .6' ." S., west of Greenwich. The latitude 
of the magnetic pole ia unchangeable, but the longitude varies with every succeeding 
year. It iB sufficient honor Cor Ross that he actually stood upon the magnetic pole of 
18S1, and in 18.1 approached the south pole nearer than any othe1' preceding navigator. 

On May 12, 1878, Commander Markham, R. N., planted the British flag in latitude 
8S· 20' 261' N., a point nearer the north pole than was ever reached by a European. He 
reported that the site of the supposed II open polar _" was found occupied by a _ of 
ice from eighty to one hundred and twenty feet in thickneaa, which he named the 
'Paleo Ory.tie,' or 'Sea of Ancient Ice.' On the grave of Captain C. T. Hall he fixed a braaa 
tablet, inscribed, "Sacred to the memory of Captain C. T. Hall, of the U. S. S. PolariB, 
who BBCrificed hiB life to the advancement of acience on November 8, 1871. This tablet 
baa been erected by the British Polar Expedition of 1875, who, following in his footateps, 
have profited by his experience." 
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"In the 1aDguage of oar great leader, General Grant, we wID never apologize for the deeds 
dODe in 1861-66, but wiD treaure up their memory, and OD every saitable _ioD," long 
.. life lull, will present them anew to the youth of this country, as noble elWDples of heroism 
and patriotiam; for they saved this natiou from absolute annihilatioD, or at leut from a long 
period of intestiDe war and anarchy." - Geweral Willia. T. 8Ae....-. Decoration Day, New 
York, 1878 • 

.. I am, tofU tI;"lw, !!pinat any divisioD of the UnioD by the North River, or by the Dela· 
ware River, or by the Potomac, or by any other river, or by any chain of mountains. I am for 
maintaining the independence of the nation at all events." -Jolt. Ada ... '. Ldkr, March la; 
1789. 

"If KeDtucky, to-mOrl'OW, uDfarIs the banner of resistance, I never will 8ght ancter that 
banDer; lowe a para_Ill allegiance to the whole Union, a subordinate one to my own State." 
-HertrJ Clay • 

.. When my eyes shall tarn to behold, for the lut time, the san in heaveD, may I not see 
him shining on the broken and dishonored fragments of a once glorious Union; on States dis­
severed, diaconlant, belligerent; on a laDd rent with cMl feuds, or drenched, it may be, iD fra· 
ternal blood. Let their lut feeble and liugering glance rather behold the gorgeous enaign of the 
Republic, now known and honored throughout the earth, still full high advanced, its arma and 
trophies streaming in their original lustre, not a stripe erased or polluted, not a single star 
obecured, bearing for its motto no auch miserable interrogatory.. WAat u alllAu 1I>OI'Il' nor 
those other words of delusion and folly, LilHr1y fir., alld Ufliorl qll-"; bat everywhere 
spread all over in characters of Ih'ing light, blazing in all its ample folds as they ftoet over the 
... and over the land, and in every wind under the whole heavens, that other sentiment, dear to 
every true American heart, • UBERTY AlID UIIIOK, KOW AlID FOB ~'Ea, OKE AlID lllllEP.&B.l· 

BI.E.'" - Da",d WelMter. . 
"Every man must be for the United States or against it. There can be no neutrals in this 

war, - only patriots or traitors. I express it as' my conviction before God, that it is the duty 
of every American citizen to rally round the ftag of his country." - Btep/lert A. DOfIgIa& 

.. I have sen'ed my country under the ftag of the Union for more than ftfty years; and II 
long .. God permits me to live 1 will defend that flag with my sword, even if my OWD Stale 
assails it." - LieulefllJ.,·GefW!ral Wi"field ScoU. 

"It is a matter of great anxiety and concem to me that the slave trade is sometimes perpe­
trated under the 8ag of liberty, our dear, noble atars and stripes, to which "irtue and glory 
have been conatant standard·bearers."-Lafayette to JolN Ada .... 1786. "I would Dever 
have drawn my sword in tbe cause of America, could 1 have conceived that thereby I 11''' found· 
ing a land of sl,,·ery." - Lafayette • 

.. The national ensign, pure and simple, dearer to all ollr heartA at this momeDt II we lift it 
to tbe gale and see no other sign of hope upon tbe storm~loud wbich rolls and eettles above it 
save tbat wbicb is reftected from itA 011'1\ radiant bues, - dearer, a thousand-fold dearer to as all 
than eur it was before wbile gilded by the sunsbine of prosperity, and playiDg with the 
zephyrs of peace. It speaks for itself far more eloquently than I CIn apeak for it. Bebold it! 
listen to it ! ~very star baa a tongue. E"ery stripe is articulate. There is no language or 
speech where their VOices are not beard. There's magic in the web of it. It baa an anawer for 
every question. It baa a IIOlution for every doubt and e"ery perplexity. It baa a word of good 
cheer for every bour of gloom or of despondency. Behold it! listen to it! It speaks of earlier 
and later strnggles. It 8peaks of beroes and patriots among the Ihing and among the dead. 
But before all and above all other associations and memories, wbether of glorious men or glon. 
ous deeds or glorious places, its voice is ever of union and liberty, of tbe oonatitution and tbe 
laws. Behold it! listen to it! Let it tell tbe 8tOry of its birth to tbese gallant "olllnteers _ 
they march beneath its folds by day, or repose beneath its sentinel stars by nigbt. Let it re­
call to them the strange, eventful bistory of its rise and pmgress. Let it rehearse to them the 
wondrollS tale of its trials and its triumphs in peace .. well .. in war." - RoIIere C. Willil,.., 
Oct. 3, 1861 • 

.. Death never comes too IOOD, if neceasary in defence of the liberties of oar country."­
JwJgt81mJ. 

... 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



• '" 

PART V. 

THE STARS AND STRIPES. 

A. D. 1861-1866. 

THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR AGAINST THE FLAG AND 

UNION. 

" We seek not strife, but when our outraged laws 
Cry for protection in 80 just a cause. . 

I Home and our country, - Liberty and Law,'­
These are our war-cry.; and the swords we draw, 
Tempered by Mercy, spare, but never yield. 
I UNION' our watchword, God HIMSELF our shield,­
Heroes at heart, but children in His sight, -
Truth will prevail, and Hcaven defend the right!" 

WHEN the election of Abraham Lincoln as President of the United 
States, pledged to resist the extension of slavery into the Territories, 
and to confine it to constitutional limits, was ascertained, the existence 
of a well-organized conspiracy !lorrainst the unity of our republic was 
revealed. The leaders of this attempt to blot from our banner and 
escutcheon the stars of their States had chosen their time well; but in 
the providence of God, Old Glory, as our flag was baptized by our 
soldiers, emerged from the smoke and fire of four years of civil con­
flict with the lustre of its constellation increased,l and its galaxy bright­
ened and strengthened from the experiences of the war. 

The choice of the presidential electors took place Nov. 6, 1860, 
when Mr. Lincoln received 180 of the 303 votes of the electoral col­
lege, or 123 over all opponents. But of the national popular vote he 
was in a minority 979,163. This fact, and that in the nine slave 
States no Republican electoral ticket was elected, gave a degree of 
plausibility to the unfounded assertion that he would be a sectional 
ruler, and was pledged to w!lolY8 a relentless war upon slavery and 

1 West Virginia was admitted as the thirty.fifth State of the Union on the 3d of June, 
1863, by an act of Congress approved Dec. Sl, 1862. Nevada waa admitted October, 
1864. Nebraska and Colorado have been admitted since the clOll8 of the W\lJ'. , 
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the rights of the slave States. That his election had been fairly and 
legally conducted was undenied, or that he was pledged to non-inter­
ference with the rights and domestic policy of the States j but these 
facts were studiously concealed from the Southern people by their 
politica1leaders. 

Robert Barnwell Rhett, one of the Hotspurs of South Carolina, de­
clared that" all true statesmanship in the South consisted in forming 
combinations and shaping events, to as speedily as possible bring 
about a dissolution of the Union, and a Southern confederacy." Law­
rence M. Keith, a representative from South Carolina to the Uuited 
States Congress, about the same time publicly declared that" South 
Carolina would shatter the accursed Union." Henry A Wise, of 
Virginia, wrote a Northern friend: "The South will not wait for the 
4th of March. We will be well under arms before then." Howell 
Cobb, of Georgia, the Secretary of the Treasury, while on a visit to 
New York, pending the canvass, said, at a public meeting, " he did not 
believe another Congress of the United States would meet j" and in an 
address to the people of Georgia, .. on the 4th of March, 1861, the 
federal government will pass into the hands of the Abolitionists, it 
will then cease to have the slightest claims either upon your confidence 
or your loyalty, and, in my honest judgment, each hour that Georgia 
remains thereafter a member of the Union will be an hour of degra­
dation, to be followed by speedy and certain ruin. I entertain no 
doubt either of your right or duty to secede from the Union." Two 
days after this treasonable address he resigned his place as a cabinet 
officer of the United States. 

On November 20,1860, Jacob Thompson, the Secretary of the In­
terior, wrote: "My allegiance is due to Mississippi. A confederacy 
of the Southern States will be strong enough to command the respect 
of the world, and the love and confidence of the people at home." 

Mr. Johnson, of GeolbYia, in the United States Senate, Dec. 5,1860, 
announced that the slave States intended to revolt. Ie We intend to 
go out of the Union." "I speak what I believe,- before the 4th 
of March five of the Southern States at least will have declared 
their independence. We intend to go out peaceably if we can, forcibly 
if we must. If five or eight States go out of this Union, I would like 
to see the man who would propose a declaration of war against them; 
but I do not believe with the senator from New Hampshire, Mr. Hale, 
that there is going to be any war." 

These - and there were many more like them - were treasonable 
utterances, but were considered by the people of the N orthem and 
Western States as the intemperate outpourings of disappointed poli-
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ticians. They could not realize that there was any fixed design to 
break the bands of our glorious Union. 

The governors and legislatures of the slaveholding States took early 
action against the national government. South Carolina led in the 
movement. In 1852, that State in convention had declared, " that a 
State had a right to secede from the confederacy whenever the occasion 
should arise justifying her, in her judgment, in taking the step;" and 
now her legislature in extraordinary session, the day before the elec­
tion of Mr. Lincoln, recommended preparations for revolt. On the 7th 
of November, 1860, when Lincoln's election was telegraphed over the 
length and breadth of the land, palmetto flags were everywhere un­
furled in South Carolina. Speeches, harangues, and salutes of cannon 
followed, and in the evening the city of Charleston was illuminated 
by bonfires. The bark James Gray, lying at one of the Charleston 
wharves, hoisted the palmetto flag and· fired a salute of fifteen guns. 
Palmetto cockades were generally worn in the streets. On the 9th of 
November, a bill passed the South Carolina Senate calling a conven­
tion, for the purpose of secession, which was concurred in by the House 
on the 12th. 

Georgia was next to follow South Carolina, her legislature by a 
heavy majority voting that a sovereign State had a right to secede 
from the Union. On the 13th of November, the military convention 
by a large majority voted in favor of secession, and its action had 
great weight with the legislature and people. The following day, the 
legislature voted a million dollars for arming and equipping the 
militia of the State. On the 7th of December, the legislature passed 
an act providing for the election of delegates, who were to assemble 
on the 16th of January following. The preamble asserted the" pres­
ent crisis in national affairs demands resistance, and that it was the 
privilege of the people to determine the mode, measure, and time of 
such resistance." • 

The legislature of Mississippi assembled early in November, and 
adjourned on the 30th, it.~ special object being to make preparations 
for the secession of the State. 

The southern portion of Alabama was strongly in favor of secession, 
while the northern portion was as strongly in favor of union. 

At the opening of the Florida legislature, the governor, in his mes­
sage, declared the peace and future prosperity of the State depended 
upon secession. Governor Moore called an extra session of the legis­
lature of Louisiana on the 10th of December, assigning the election of 
Mr. Lincoln by a party hostile to the people and institutions of the 
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South as a reason. In his message he said he did not think it com­
ported with the honor and self-respect of Louisiana, as a slaveholding 
State, to live under the government of a black Republican President, 
although he did not dispute the fact that Mr. Lincoln had been legally 
elected. 

South Carolina seceded in convention, Dec. 10,1860, and declared, 
.. The union now subsisting between South Carolina and other States, 
under the name of • The United States of America,' is hereby dis­
solved" A placard, printed half an hour after the vote was taken, 
being a copy of the secession ordinance, and headed in large letters 
• THE UNION IS DISSOLVED,' was scattered broadcast through 
the town, and hailed with joy. 

Florida, which had been bought and paid for with the money of 
the United States, followed on the 7th of January, 1861, and ungrate­
fully declared, .. The State of Florida hereby withdraws herself from 
the confederation of States existing under the name of the • United 
States of America,' and the State of Florida is hereby declared a sov­
ereign and independent nation." 

Mississippi, next in order, on the 9th of January, 1861, declared 
all the laws and ordinances, by which the State became a member of 
the Federal Union of the United States of America, repealed 

Alabama, on the 11th of January, declared that the State of Ala­
bama withdraws from the Union known as .. The United States of 
America," and henceforth ceases to be one of the said United States, 
and is, and of right ought to be, a sovereign and independent State. 

Georgia, on the 19th of January, declared and ordered that her 
union with the United States of America was dissolved, and .. that 
the State of Georgia is in full possession and exercise of all those 
rights of sovereignty which belong and appertain to a free and inde­
pendent State." 

On the same day that Georgia seceded from the Union, General 
John A. Dix took charge of the United States Treasury Department, and 
sent William Hemphill Jones, the chief clerk in the first comptroller's 
office, to New Orleans and Mobile, to save, if possible, the two revenue 
cutters on service at those ports. Captain Morrison, a Georgian, had 
surrendered the Lewis Cass at Mobile before Jones's arrival On his 
reaching New Orleans, he telegraphed to General Dix that Captain 
Breshwood, of the Robert McClelland, positively refused, in writing, 
to obey any instructions of the department. and that this refusal·was 
by the advice of the collector of the port, and asked, .. What he should 
do." On the receipt of this message, General Dix left the White 
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House, where he was staying temporarily, went to his room in the 
treasury building, and, obeying the impulse of the moment, wrote the 
following famous despatch, addressed to William Hemphill Jones, New 
Orleans:-

The letter was copied by a clerk, and the copy sent to the tele­
grapb office; the original was thrown into a drawer reserved for the 
purpose. The original draft, which, General Dix says, "was written 
in haste and with a bad pen," is now, together with the flag that was 
hauled down and the State flag which replaced it, in the possession 
of his son, the Rector of trinity Church, New York. This despatch 
was intercepted and withheld from Mr. Jones, and thus the treason of 
Captain Breshwood was consummated, and the flag of Louisiana - a 
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French tri-colored ensign, bearing in its blue a circle composed of 
seven white stars - was hoisted by him in place of the stars and 
stripes. The McClelland, under the name of the McRae, assisted in 
the defence of New Orleans against Farragut's fleet, came up the river 
after the captUl'e of the city as a cartel, and was treacherously sunk 
by her own officers to avoid her surrender to our forces opposite New 
Orleans. An ordinary seaman on board the cutter saw where the 
American flag was secreted after it was taken down, and when the 
cutter reached New Orleans he hastened to her, secured the flag, and 
gave it to General Butler, who in turn sent it to General Dix, and, 
upon his recommendation, the patriotic sailor was appointed a lieu­
tenant in the revenue marine, and did gallant service during the war.l 

Louisiana, on the 26th of January, declared her union with the 
United States dissolved, and" that she resumed all rights and powers 
heretofore delegated to the government of the United States," and 
was in full possession and exercise of all those rights of sovereignty 
which appertain to a free and independent State. Each member of 
the Louisiana convention signed the ordinance of secession with a 
gold pen, which was presented to him for the purpose. 

Texas, on the 7th of February, repealed and annulled the act which 
had been ratified by her, under which the republic of Texas was ad­
mitted into the Union, and resumed all the powers which, by that 
compact, were delegated to the federal government, and declared her­
self" a sovereign and independent State." I 

Jefferson Davis was elected February 8, and solemnly inaugurated 
President of the Southern Confederacy at Montgomery on the 22d of 
February, 1861. 

Thus, nearly a month before the inauguration of Mr. Lincoln as 
President of the United States, seven States had formally separated 
from the Union and elected a president j yet no effective efforts were 
made by Buchanan's outgoing administration to draw them back to 
their allegiance, or prevent their departure. The Union seemed, 
indeed, to be only held together by that rope of sand to which it 
had been likened The people of the loyal States looked on in 

1 Letter, Rev. Morgan Dix, S. T. D. 
I These were all the States that formally aeceded before the fall of Sumter, thongh 

North Carolina W88 represented in the Montgomery convention. The fall of Sumter 
hBBtened Virginia out, on the 17th of April, 1861. Arkansas and Tenneasee pronounced 
the1Dlleives free and independent States, May 6; and North Carolina, waiting for the 
anniversary of the declaration of Mechlenburg in 1775, dissolved her connection with the 
Uniou, and ratified the Montgomery constitution on the 20th of May, 1861, -making 
eleven States that formally dissolved all connection with the United States, represented 
by as many stars on the Confederate banners. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 401 

dazed wonder and amazement. They could or would not· realize the 
situation, that under the fallacious idea of State sovereignty it was 
held to be in the power of one of the States, even of the smallest, 
ignoring the rule of the majority, to break the bond of union in which 
alone was strength, and scatter into as many petty States or princi­
palities the glory and power of the United States of America, and 
destroy its cherished emblem, f the stars and stripes.' 

The power and policy of coercing the seceding States back to their 
allegiance was freely discussed, and was held by a large party at the 
North, and an undoubted majority at the South, impracticable and 
impossible. 

Even the f New York Tribune' said, II Whenever a considerable sec­
tion of the Union shall deliberately resolve to go out, we shall resist 
all coercive measures designed to keep it in. We hope never to live 
in a republic whereof one section is pinned to the residue by bayo­
nets."l 

Ex-President Franklin Pierce wrote a friend on the 28th of Novem­
ber, 1860: II One decisive step in the way of coercion will drive out 
all the slave-labor States. Of that I entertain no doubt." 

The President of the United States, Mr. Buchanan,S after putting 
the question, "Has the Constitution delegated to Congress the power 
to coerce into submission a State which is attempt.ing to withdraw, or 
has actually withdrawn, from the confederacy?" answered by saying, 
If After much serious reflection, I have arrived at the conclusion that 
no such power has been delegated to Congress or to any other depart­
ment of the federal government. The fact is," he added, II that our 
Union rests upon public opinion, and can never be cemented by the 
blood. of its citizens shed in civil war. Congress possesses many means 
of preserving it by conciliation; but the sword was not placed in their 
hands to preserve it by force." 8 Mr. Buchanan, no doubt, acted hon­
estly up to this belief to the last hour of his official life, and witnes.q­
ing State after State dissolving, by ordinance, their connection with 

1 New York Tribune, Nov. 7, 1860. 
t Buchanan's Annual Message, Dec. 4, 1S60. 
• On the 22<1 of January, in an addreas in Boston 'On the Political Leaoua of the 

Hour,' .. All hail disunion ! .. &aid Wendell Phillips, the anti·slavery orator. .. Sacrifice 
every thing for the Union' God forbid! Sacrifice every thing to keep South Carolina in 
it t Rather build a bridge of gold, and pay her toll over it! Let her march oft' with ban. 
nelS and trumpeta, and we will speed the parting guest. Let her not stand upon the 
order of her going, but go at once. Give her forts and arsenals and sub-treasuries, and 
lend her jewels of silver and gold, and Egypt will rejoice that she has departed." See 
Clemens's speech, Congreasional Globe, 1860-61, Al'pemlix,llBgeS 103, 104, and Spring· 
field Republican, Jan. 23, 1861. 

26 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



402 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE 

the Union withont attempting to restrain them, turned over a divided 
and distracted country to his successor. It required the attack upon 
Sumter to arouse the people, and cut the Gordian knot of political 
policy and opinions. 

Professor S. F. B. Morse, the originator of the electro-magnetic tele­
graph, was an earnest pleader against coercion, and a conspicuous 
opponent of the war measures of the government during the entire 
conflict. After the adjournment of the peace convention, he was 
elected president of The American Society for the Promotion of 
National Union, and worked zealously for the promotion of measures 
that might satisfy the demands of the slaveholders, before" that most 
lamentable and pregnant error of the attack on Fort Sumter" had been 
committed. While war was confined to threatening and irritating 
words between the two sections of the country, he suggested two 
methods by which our sectional difficulties might be adjusted without 
bloodshed, and stated them in a paper drawn up when the project of 
a .flag for the southern section was under discussion in the journals of 
the South:-

"The first and most proper mode of adjusting those difficulties is to 
call a national convention of the States, to which should be referred 
the whole subject of our differences; and then, if a moiety of the lofty, 
unselfish, enlarged, and kind disposition manifested in the nohle con­
vention of 1787, which framed our Constitution, be the controlling 
disposition of the new convention, we may hope for some amicable 
adjustment. If, for any reason, this mode cannot be carried out, then 
the second method is one which circumstances may unhapily force 
upon us; but even this mode, so lamentable in itself considered, and 
so extreme, so repulsive to an American heart, if judiciously used, may 
eventuate in a modified and even stronger' union. This is the tempo­
rary yielding to the desire of the South for a separate confederacy; in 
other words, an assent to negotiations for a 'temporary dissolution 0/ 
the present Union. My object in this mode is to secure, in the end, a 
more permanent, perpetual union." 

This apostle of peace then proceeds to notice some of the formida­
ble difficulties in the way, such as fixing the boundary between the 
two confederacies, and the weighty necessity of maintaining in peace­
ful relations a standing military army and an army of custom-house 
officials. These considerations, he believed, would cause a perception 
of the necessity for compromise, .. which embodies a sentiment vital to 
the existence of any society." There then would be the difficulty of 
an equitable distribution of the public property, as well as an l\,are& 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 403 

ment upon the tenns of a treaty" offensive and defensive between the 
confederacies." "Coercion," he said, "of one State by another, or of 
one federated union by another federated union," was not to be thought 
of. "The idea is so fruitful of crime and disaster, that no man in his 
right mind can entertain it for a moment." 

Supposing these matters settled to the perfect satisfaction of all 
parties, the question naturally arose in the mind of the writer, "What 
is to become of the flag of the Union?" He answered: "The South­
ern section is now agitating the question of a device for their distinc­
tive flag. Cannot this question of flags be so settled as to aid in a 
future union? I think it can. If the country can be divided, why 
not the flag? The stars and stripes is the flag in which we all have a 
deep and the self-same interest. It is hallowed by the common victo­
ries of our seveml wars. We all have sacred associations clustering 
around it in common, and, therefore, if we must be two nations, neither 
nation can lay exclusive claim to it without manifest injustice and 
offence to the other. Neither will consent t.o throw it aside altogether 
for a new and strange device, with no associations of the past to hal­

"NORTHERN" FLAG. ·SOUTHERN" ,.LAO. 

REUNITED FLAG. 

low it. The most obvi-
ous solution of the diffi­
culties which spring up 
in this respect is to di­
tride the old flag, giving 
half to each. It may be 
done, and in a manner 
to have a salutary ffl.oral 

effect upon both parties. 
"Let the blue union 

be diagonally divided, 
from left to right or right 
to left, and the thirteen 
stripes longitudinally, so 

as to make six and a half stripes in the upper, and six and a half 
stripes in the lower portion. Referring to it, as on a map, - the 
upper portion being north, and the lower portion being south, - we 
have the upper diagonal division of the blue field and the upper six 
and a half stripes for the Nortlu-Tn, Flag, and the lower six and a half 
stri pes for the Soutlu-rn Flag, - the portion of the blue field in each flag 
to contain the stars to the number of States embraced in each confed­
eracy. The reasons for such divisions are obvious. It prevents all 
dispute on a claim for the old flag by either confederacy. It is dis-

Digitized by Goog Ie 



404 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE 

tinctive; for the two cannot be mistaken for each other, either at sea 
or at a distance on land. Each being a moiety of the old flag, will 
retain something, at least, of the sacred memories of the past for the 
sober reflection of each confederacy. And then, if a war with some 
foreign nation, or combination of nations, should unhappily occur (all 
wars being unhappy), under our treaty of offence and defence the two 
separate flags, by natural affinity, would clasp fittingly together, and 
the glorious old flag of the Union, in its entirety, would &ooain be 
hoisted, once more embracing all the sister States. Would not this 
division of the old flag thus have a salutary moral effect inclining to 
uniou? Will there not also be felt a sense of shame when either flag 
is seen by citizens of either confederacy 1 Will it not speak to them 
of the divisions which have separated members of the same household, 
and will not the why be forced from their lips 1 Why is the old flag 
divided 1 And when once the old time-honored banner, bequeathed 
to us by our honored ancestors of every State, shall be flung to the 
breeze in its original integrity, as the rallying-point for a common 
defence, will not a shout of welcome, going up from the Rio Grande 
to Maine, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific, rekindle in patriotic 
hearts in both confederacies a fraternal yearning for the old Union 1" 1 

The ordinances of secession were soon followed by hostile acts. 
On the 10th of January, 1861, a ball was fired athwaJt the bows 

of the steamer Star of the West as she was entering Charleston harbor, 
and on her displaying the stars and stripes the rebel foJtification fired 
a succession of shots.2 

1 The Civil War, by B. J. Lossing, vol. i. pp. 2'5-2f7. 
Secpsion and peace flags continued for some time to be raised by non·coercionist&, and 

were as quickly pulled down by the citizens of the community whose feelings of loyalty 
they inll1l1ted. A man named Steele hoisted a secession flag at East Fairhaven, MIllIS. 
He was warned day after day, but refused to take it down, and threatened to shoot who­
ever attempted to take it down. After parleying awhile, he was taken and marched three 
miles to Mattapoisett, where a coat of tar and feathers was applied to a part of his body, 
giving him a haDlbome set of tail feathera, and then he was compelled to give three cheers 
for the stars and stripes, and take an oath to support the Constitution, and never again 
raise other than the American flag. - BOlton. Tranmpt, April 29. 

Aug. 2'. 1861. Two attempts were made in Connecticut to raise peace flags, one of 
which failed, the other was successful. The first was at Stepney. According to previons 
announcement, a meeting was to have been organized after the flag.raising. No sooner 
was the ftag hoisted, however, than the Union men made a rush at it, and tore it into 
shreds. A Union meeting was organized, which passed a series of Union resolutions. 

The other flag was raised at New Fairfield; about four hundred persons were engaged. 
in the enterprise. Seventy Union men attempted to pull it down, and a desperate fight 
ensued, in which two of the peace men were serionsly injured. - Rebellion R«onl, vol iii. 

I Charleston Courier, Jan. 10, 1861. 
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The next case of artillery practice 8.olY&inst the flag was at Vicks­
burg, on Sunday night, Jan. 13, 1861. The night was dark and rainy, 
and as the steamer A. o. Tylor, Captain Colliers, unsuspecting of evil, 
approached the wharf-boat at that place, the Quitman battery of Jack­
son, Miss., which was planted about three hundred yards above the 
wharf-boat, threw a shot across her bows. The captain of the Tylor 
not knowing what it meant, and supposing it a political celebration, 
continued his course to the landing. The artillerists had a 24-pounder 
ready, and, on her not heaving to, an order was given to fire into her, 
and the match applied; fortunately the priming was wet and would 
not go off, and the boat escaped injury. Among her passengers were 
seven ladies. The gun was reprimed, but before it could be brought 
to bear, the Tylor had passed beyond its range and was landing at the 
wharf-boat, unconscious of the peril she had escaped. l 

The Southern members did not commence withdrawing from Con­
gress until Jan. 12, 1861. The Mississippi delegation was the first to 
withdraw, though Jefferson Davis did not leave until the 21st, when 
he made a farewell speech. The same day the representatives of 
Alabama and Florida, a week later the senators from Georgia, and 
on the 4th of l'ebruary the senators from Louisiana, withdrew. 

The day on which the senators from Louisiana withdrew, a peace 
convention or congress assembled at Willard's Hotel, Washington, in 
which fourteen of the free and seven of the slave States were repre­
sented. John Tyler, ex-President of the United States, was appointed 
to preside. Nothing resulted from its conferences, and the failure 
occasioned much disappointment. On the 22d of February, 1861, 
James Buchanan, President of the United States, wrote ex-President 
Tyler, apologetically: "I found it impossible to prevent two or three 
companies of Federal troops from joining the procession to-day, with 
the volunteers of the district, without giving serious offence to the 
tens of thousands of people who have assembled to witness the parade. 
The troops everywhere else join such processions in honor of the 
birthday of the father of our country, and it would be hard to assign 
a good reason why they should be excluded from the privilege in the 
capital founded by himself. They are here simply as a posse comi­
tatus, to aid the civil authorities in case of need. Besides, the pro­
gramme was published in the • National Intelligencer' without my 
personal knowledge, the War Department having considered the cele-

1 Loyal (Patriotic) Society Tract. The Ordnance Bnreau of the War Department 
have sent the gun to West Point to be preserved aa a trophy. - BosUm Trarucript, July 
I, 1873. 
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bration of the national anniversary by the military arm of the govern­
ment as a matter of course." 

The day that the peace convention assembled at Washington, 
witnessed a very different assembling of the Southern leaders. 

Forty-two delegates, chosen by 
the secession convention of six 
of the Southern States, met at 
the State House, Montgomery, 
to perfect a scheme for the de­
struction of the Union. Howell 
Cobb, of Georgia (fresh from the 
cabinet of the President of the 
United States), was appointed 
its presiding officer. The next 
day, delegates from North Caro-

S'-te House at )(ODtcomerr· lina appeared and were invited 
to take seats in the convention, and a provisional government was 
formed. On the 22d of February, when Mr. Lincoln, journeying to 
Washington to be inaugurated President of the United States, raised 
the stars and stripes over Independence Hall at Philadelphia, Jeffer­
BOn Davis, late senator from Mississippi, was inaugurated President 
of the new Southern Confederacy. In the evening he held a levee in 
Estelle Hall, and Montgomery was ablaze with bonfires and illumi­
nations. 

On the 11th of February, 1861, Mr. Lincoln, the President elect of 
the United States, left his home in Springfield, Ill, for the seat of 
government, accompanied by a few friends. His fellow-citizens and 
neighbors gathered at the railway station to wish him God-speed 
He was visibly affected by this kind attention, and addressed the 
assembly of his friends in a few words, requesting they would all 
pray that he might receive the Divine assistance in the responsi­
bilities he wa.s about to encounter, without which he could not suc­
ceed, but with which success was certain. Before leaving Springfield, 
he received fmm Abra. Kohn, the city clerk of Chicago, a fine picture 
of the flag of the Union, bearing an inscription in Hebrew upon its 
folds. The verses being the 4th to 9th verses of the 1st chapter of 
Joshua, in which Joshua was commanded to reign over the whole 
land, the last verse being : "Have not I commanded thee? Be strong 
and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for 
the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest." 

We will not attempt to detail all the incidents of the rresident 
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elect's journey, which occupied several days. Everywhere he was 
greeted with demonstrations of profound respect. Occasionally he 
briefly addressed. the crowds who came to see him. His journey re­
sembled a triumphal progress. Party spirit for the time was forgot­
ten, and cheers were always given for II Lincoln and the Constitution." 1 

At Indianapolis he was welcomed with a salute of thirty-four guns,­
one for each State of the Union. The governor of the State received 
him and escorted him to a carriage, which, followed by the members 
of the legislature and the municipal authorities, and escorted by the 
firemen and military, conveyed him to the Bates House, where, from 
the balcony, he addressed the enthusiastic multitude assembled. He 
closed his remarks by saying: II While I do not expect on this occa­
sion or until I reach Washington to attempt any long speech, I will 
only say, to the salvation of the Union there needs but one single 
thing, - the hearts of a people like yours." II In all trying positions in 
which I may be placed, my reliance will be upon you and the peopl~ 
of the United States. It is your business to rise up and preserve the 
Union and liberty for yourselves." In the evening he addressed the 
members of the legislature who waited upon him to pay their respects. 
On the 12th, at noon, he reached Cincinnati, and on the 13th, at 
two P.M., Columbus, where he was formally welcomed by Lieutenant­
Governor Kirk on behalf of the legislature of Ohio, assembled in joint 
session to receive him. In the evening he held a levee, which was 
largely attended. . On the morning of the 14th he left Columbus, and 
after a brief and formal reception at Steubenville reached Pittsburg 
the same evening. The next morning the mayor and common council 
of Pittsburg waited upon him and gave him a formal welcome, to 
which he briefly responded. He was accompanied to the depot by a 
long procession of the people, and left for Cleveland, where he arrived 
about half-past four in the afternoon. His arrival was announced by 
a salute of artillery, and he was escorted by another long procession 
through the principal streets to the hotel, where he addressed the 
assembled multitude, and concluded by saying: II If an do not join 
now to save the good old ship Union on this voyage, nobody will 
have a chance to pilot her on another." The next morning he left 
for Buffalo, where he was welcomed by a dense crowd, and responded 
briefly to the mayor's welooming speech. Remaining at Buffalo over 
Sunday, he left OJ} Monday morning, and after bri~f receptions at Roch­
ester, Syracuse, and Utica, at all of which were assembled enthusiastic 
crowds of people, he reached Albany at half-past two in the afternoon, 

1 Raymond's History of the Administration of Lincoln. 
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where he was formally received by the mayor, and escorted by a pro­
cession to the steps of the Capitol, where he was welcomed by the 
Governor of New York in the presence of an immense mass of the 
people, whom he briefly addressed. He was then escorted to the hall 
of the assembly, and received by the legislature of the State. On 
the 19th, passing through Troy, Poughkeepsie, aud Peekskill, every­
where enthusiastically received, he reached New York City about three 
P.M. Arrived at the Astor House, he was compelled by the impor­
tunity of the assembled crowd to appear on the balcony and briefly 
address it. In the evening he addressed a large deputation from the 
Republican association of the city. The next morning he was offi­
cially receivp,d by the mayor at the City Hall, and in responding to 
the mayor's address said: .. In my devotion to the Union I hope I am 
behind no man in the nation. I am sure I bring a heart devoted to 
the work There is nothing that could bring me to willingly consent 
~ the destruction of this Union, wl1ess it would be that thing for 
which the Union itself was made. I understand that the ship is made 
for carrying and preservation of the cargo; and so long as the ship is 
safe with the cargo it shall not be abandoned. "This Union shall never 
be abandoned, unless the possibility of its existence shall cease to 
exist, without the necessity of throwing passengers and cargo over­
board. So long, then, as it is possible that the prosperity aud liber­
ties of this people can be preserved withiu this Union, it shall be my 
purpose at all times to preserve it." These were brave words for that 
time of doubt and peril, which he amply redeemed. 

Ou the 21st of February, Mr. Lincoln left New York. On reaching 
Jersey City he was welcomed, in behalf of the State of New Jersey, by 
the Hon. William L Dayton. At Newark he was welcomed by the 
mayor, and at Trenton received by a committee of the legislature of 
New Jersey, and escorted to both branches in session. In answer to 
their welcoming speeches he briefly addressed them. 

To the Senate he said: .. I am exceedingly anxious that this Union, 
the Constitution, and the liberties of the people shall be perpetuated 
in accordance with the original idea for which our struggle for national 
independence was made; and I shall be most happy indeed if I shall 
be an humble instrument in the hands of the Almighty, and of this 
his most chosen people as the chosen instrument, also in the hands of 
the Almighty, for perpetuating the object of that great struggle. I 
learn that this body is composed of a majority of gentlemen who, in 
the exercise of their best judgment in the choice of a chief magis­
trate, did not think I was tke man. I understand, nevertheless, tllat 
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they come forward here to greet me as the constitutional President of 
the United States; as citizens of the United States to meet the man 
who, for the time being, is the representative of the nation, united 
by a purpose to perpetuate the Union and the liberties of the people." 

To the Assembly he said: "I appropriate to myself very little of 
the demonstrations of respect with which I have been greeted. I un­
derstand a majority of you differ in opinion from those with whom I 
have acted. This manifestation is therefore to be regarded by me as 
expressing devotion to the Union, the Constitution, and the liberties 
of the people. Received as I am by the members of the legislature, 
the majority of whom do not agree with me in political sentiptents, I 
trust I may have their assistance in piloting the ship of State through 
this voyage, surrounded by perils as it is ; for, if it should suffer wreck 
now, there will be no pilot needed for another voyage." 

The presidential party arrived at Philadelphia, at four o'clock, and 
on reaching the Continental Hotel Mr. Lincoln was welcomed by 
Mayor Henry. In his reply he said: "You have expressed the wish, 
in which I join, tbat it were convenient for me to remain long enough 
to consult, or rather to listen to, those breathings arising within the 
consecrated walls in which the Constitution of the United States, and, 
I will add, the Declaration of Independence, were originally framed 
and adopted. All my political warfare has been in favor of those 
teachings. May my right hand forget its cunning and my tongue cleave 
to tlu roof of my moltth if ever I prove false to those teachings." 

The next (22d) day, he was escorted to Independence Halt It 
was an early winter morning, and as the President had to visit the 
legislature at Harrisburg, in the afternoon, in a special train that was 
to leave at 8.30, what was to be done bad to be done quickly. In 
front of the ancient temple of liberty a platform was erected, from 
which Mr. Lincoln ~as to raise the national flag, with its thirty-four 
stars. As he approached the sacred spot, in a carriage drawn by four 
white horses, escorted by the Scott Legion, with the flag they had car­
riecl to victory in Jlexico twelve years before, the scene was highly dra­
matic. The whole populace was in the streets, and their excitement 
and enthusiasm baffled description. It recalled Shakspeare's picture 
of Bolingbroke's entrance into London:-

" You would have thought the very windows spake, 
So many greedy looks of young and old 
Through casements darted their desiring eyes 
Upon his visage; and that all the walls, 
With painted imagery, had said at once : 
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'Jesu preserve thee I Welcome, Bolingbroke I' 
Whilst he, from one side to the other turning, 
Bareheaded, lower than his proud steed's neck, 
Bespake them thus: 'I thank you, countrymen i ' 
And this still doing, thus he passed along." 

Leaving the carriage at the door, he entered uncovered the sacred 
Hall of Independence, and there used this language, which sounds 
like a solemn prophecy of what happened four years later: "The Decla­
ration of Independence gave liberty, not alone to the people of this 
country, but hope for the world for all future time. It was that which 
gave promise that in our time the weights should be lifted from the 
shoulders of all men, and that all should have an equal chance. This 
is the sentiment embodied in the Declaration of Independence. Now, 
my friends, can this country be saved upon that basis 1 If it can, I 
will consider myself one of the happiest men in the world if I can 
save it. But if tit-is country cannot be saved witkout giving 'Up that 
pr-inciple, I was about to Bay I would rather be assassinated on this spot 
than 8'Urrender it." And then he added solemnly, as he drew his tall 
form to its fullest beight, " I have said nothing but what I am willing to 
live by, and, in the piea8'Ure 0/ Almighty God, TO DIE BY. • • • There 
need be no bloodshed or war. There is no necessity for it. I am not 
in favor of such a course, and I may say in advance that there shall 
be no bloodshed, unless it sball be forced upon the government, and 
then it will be compelled to act in self-defence." 1 

When he walked forth to face the mighty concourse outside, and 
mounted the platform, " his tall form rose, Saul-like, above the mass." 
He stood elevated and alone before the people, and, with his overcoat 
off, grasped the halyards to draw up the flag. Then arose a sbout like 
the roar of many waters. Mr. Lincoln's expression was serene and 
confident. Extending his long arms, be slowly drew up the standard, 
which had never before kissed the light of heaven, till it floated over 
the Hall of Independence.1 Tears, prayers, shouts, music, and cannon 

I These exp:euions were in msrked contrast in spirit "ith the utterances of Jefferson 
Davia, at Montgomery, s week previollll, February 15, when on his way to be inaugurated 
, President of the Confederate States.' When addressing an enthuiastic cro\\"d assem­
bled at the railroad station to greet his arrival, he said : II We have now determined to 
maintain our position, and make all who oppose us rmeU So~ powder aM led 
Southern. stul." 

I Dec. 9, 1861. There was another flag-raising at Independence Hall, when the 
ssilors and marines of the Hartford, now inseparably connected with memories of 
Admirsl Farragnt, then jllst arrived at Philadelphia from tile East Indies, marched 
to Independence Hnll and presented to the city a splendid silk flag made by them 
during the voyage home. The flag wsa raised at noon upon the flng-stall' amid great 
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followed, and sealed an act which few knew was only the beginning of 
unspeakable sufferings and sacrifices, ending in his own martyrdom.1 

On the afternoon of the 22d, Lincoln left Philadelphia, and reach­
ing Harrisburg was escorted to the legislature, where he was welcomed 
by the presiding officers of the two Houses. He spoke of his part in 
the morning's drama as follows: -

"This morning I was, for the first time, allowed the privilege of 
standing in old Independence Hall. Our friends had provided a mag­
nificent flag of our country, and they had arranged it so that I was 
given the honor of raising it to the head of its staff; and when it 
went up, I was pleased that it went to its place by the strength of my 
own feeble arm.1 When, according to the arrangement, the cord was 
pulled, and it flaunted gloriously to the wind without an accident, in 
the bright, glowing sunshine of the morning, I could not help hoping 
that there was, in the entire success of that beautiful ceremony, at 
least something of an omen of what is to come. Nor could I help 
feeling then, as I have often felt, that in the whole of that proceeding 
I was a very humble instrument. I had not provided the flag; I had 
not made the arrangement for elevating it to its place; I had applied 
a very small portion even of my feeble strength in raising it. In the 
whole transaction I was in the hands of the people who had arranged 
it. And if I can have the same generous co-operation of the people of 
this nation, I think the flag of our country may yet be kept flaunting 
gloriously." 

After the delivery of this address, Mr. Lincoln devoted some hours 
to the reception of visitors, and at six o'clock retired to his room. The 
next morning, the whole country was surprised to learn that he had 
arrived at Washington, twelve hours sooner than he had originally 
intended. His sudden departure was a measure of precaution. An 
attempt was made on the Toledo and Western Railroad, on the 11th 
of February, to throw from the track the train on which he was jour-

enthusiasm, and salutes were fired at the Navy Yard and from the Hartford. -PhillJ­
delphia bUJuirer. 

1 Anecdotes of Public Men, by Colonel Forney, published in the PhiladelphiA P1'Il88. 
I William C. Parsons, an old man-of-war's man, took the ftag from the Navy Yard, 

it having been loaned by Commodore S_ F. Dupont, the commandant, and he rolled it up 
and bent it on to the halyards for Lincoln to hoist. After Mr. Lincoln had run it to 
the head of tile flag-staff, he broke the stopa, which allowed it to ftoat out free. Parsons 
was in 1876, and stUl is, the mail·mll986nger to the League Island Navy Yard. The com­
mittee presented him with ten dollars. He was Flag-Officer Charles Stewart's favorite 
coxswain, and presented me with a snuff-box which Stewart gave him, and told him he 
bought in Leghorn in 1806, and had carried for forty-five years, and that while engaged 
in capturing H. B. M. ships Cyano and Levant, Bested on the quarter-deck hammock 
clothes, he emptied it twice, II to keep his ayes clear." 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



412 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE 

neying; and as he was leaving CincinnatL a hand-grenade was found 
to have been secreted on board the cars. At Baltimore, an organized 
and thorough investigation, under the directions of a police detective. 
resulted in disclosing that a small gang of assassins, under the leader­
ship of an Italian, had arranged to take his life during his passage 
through Baltimore. In consequence of reliable information of this 
intention, Mr. Lincoln so far deviated from the programme he had 
ma.rked out for himself as to anticipate by one train the time of his 
arrival in Washington,l and reached that city on the morning of the 
23d of February. On the 4th of March, 1861, he took the oath. and 
assumed the duties of the presidential office. 

At his inauguration, nearly all the forts, arsenals, dock-yards, cus­
tom-houses, and property belonging to the United States, within 
the seceded States. had been seized, and were held by representa­
tives of the rebel government. The only forts in the South re­
maining in the possession of the Union were Forts Pickens, Taylor, 
and Jefferson on the Florida coast, and Fort Sumter in Charleston 
harbor, and preparations were far advanced by the rebels for the 
reduction and capture of them. Officers of the army and navy 
from the South had resigned their commissions and entered the 
rebel service. Civil officers, representing the United States in the 
Southern States, could no longer dischaftJe their functions, and all 
the powers of that government were practically paralyzed.2 To restore 
order out of this chaos, and to nphold and preserve the union of the 
States, and the supremacy of the flag of the United States, was the 
task before him. It was under these circumstances that Lincoln 
entered upon the duties of his high office, and addressed himself 
to the task of withholding the border States from joining the confed­
eracy, as an indispensable preliminary to the great work of quelling 
the rebellion and restoring the authority of the Constitution.8 

1 Mr. Lincoln's narrative of his clandestine journey from Philadelphia to Washing­
ton, and bis TIllISOn therefor, in his own words, can be found in Lossing's • Civil War,' 
vol. i. pp. 279, 280. 

I HOD. Henry Wilson, from his _t in the Senate on the 21st of February, said: 
II Conspiracies are everywhere to break the unity of the republic; to destroy the grandest 
fabric of free government the human understanding ever conceived, or th#! band of man 
ever reared. States are rushing madly from their spberes in the constellation of the 
Union, raising the banner of revolt, defying the Federal authority, arming men, planting 
frowning batteries, arming fortresses, dWunwrifig 1M national flag, clutching the public 
property, arms, and moneys, and inaugurating the reign of disloyal factions. This 
conspiracy against the unity of the republic, which in its development startles and 
amazes the world by its extent and power, is not the work of a day, - it is the labor of a 
generation ... 

I Raymond's History of the Administration of President Lincoln. 
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The inaugumtion took place, as usual, in front of the Capitol, and 
in the presence of an immense multitude of spectators. A large mili­
tary force, under the immediate command of Lieutenant-Geneml Win­
field Scott, was in attendance, but nothing occurred to interrupt the 
hannony of the occasion. Before taking the office, Lincoln delivered 
his inauguml address. 

The day of the inauguration was ushered in by an exciting session 
of the United States Senate, that body sitting for twelve hours, until 
seven o'clock in the morning. As the hands of the clock pointed to 
midnight, and Sunday gave way to Monday, the 4th 'Of March, the 
Senate chamber presented a curious and animated appeamnce. The 
galleries were crowded to repletion; the ladies' gallery, from the gay 
dresses of the fair ones congregated there, resembled a gorgeous par­
terre of flowers, and the gentlemen'S gallery seemed one dense black 
mass of surging humanity, clambering over each other's backs to get a 
good look at the proceedings. As the morning advanced, the galleries 
and floor became gradually cleared. 

The morning broke clear and beautiful; and though at one time 
a few mindrops fell, the day proved just calm and cloudy enough to 
prevent the unusual heat of the past few days, and the whirlwind of 
dust that would otherwise have been unpleasant. 

The public buildings, schools, places of business, &c., were closed 
The stars and stripes floated from the City Hall, Capitol, and all the 
public buildings, while many of the citizens flung out flags from their 
houses, or across the principal avenues. 

Previous to the arrival of the procession, the Senate chamber did 
not present a very animated appeamnce. The many ladies waiting to 
see the display did not arrive until late, and the officers, whose gay 
uniforms and flashing epaulettes reJieve so well the sombreness of the 
national black, were with the presidential cortege. At five minutes 
to twelve, Vice-President Breckenridge, who was soon after commis­
sioned a major-general in the rebel army, and Senator Foote, entered 
the Senate chamber, escorting the Vice-President elect, Hon. Hannibal 
Hamlin, whom they conducted to a seat immediately to the left of the 
chair of the president of the Senate. 

As the hands of the clock pointed to the hour of twelve, the 
hammer Ml, and the second session of the 36th Congress came to an 
end. 

Vice-President Breckenridge bade the Senate farewell, and then 
administered the oath of office to Vice-President Hamlin, and, announc­
ing the Senate adjourned without day, left the chair, to which he 
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immediately conducted Vice-President Hamlin. At this juncture, the 
members and members elect of the House of Representatives entered 
the Senate chamber, filling every available place to the left of the 
Vice-President. The foreign diplomatic corps, in full-dress, also, at the 
same moment, occupied seats to the right of the chair. It was subject 
of general remark that the foreign corps were never so fully repre­
sented as on this occasion. The scene in the Senate, while waiting 
the arrival of the presidential party, seemed to realize the "lying down 
of the ·lamb and the lion together." The attendance of senators 
was unusually- full At fifteen minutes to one, the judges of the Su­
preme Court of the United States of America were announced by the 
doorkeeper of the Senate. On their entrance, all on the floor arose, 
and the venerable judges, headed by Chief Justice Taney, moved slowly 
to the seats assigned them, immediately to the right of the Vice-Presi­
dent, each exchanging salutes with that officer in passing the chair. 
At ten minutes past one, there was an unusual stir, and the rumor 
spread like wildfire that the President elect was in the building. At 
fifteen minutes past one, the marshal in chief, Major B. B. French, en­
tered the chamber, ushering in the President and the President elect. 
They had entered together from the street, through a private covered 
passage-way on the north side of the Capitol The line of procession 
was then formed of the persons in the Senate cllamber, and proceeded 
to the platform j when, every thing being in readiness, Senator Baker, 
of Oregon, came forward and said,-

"FelI01lJ-Citizens, I introduce to you Abraham Lincoln, the President 
elect of the United States of America." 

Whereupon Mr. Lincoln arose, walked deliberately and composedly 
to the table, and bent low in honor of the repeated and enthusiastic 
cheering of the multitude before him. Having put on his specta­
cles, he arranged his manuscript on a small table, keeping the paper 
thereon by the aid of his cane, and commenced in a clear, ringing 
voice, that was easily heard by those on the outer limits of tile crowd, 
to read his first address to the people as President of the United 
States. 

The opening sentence, "Fellow-citizens of the United States," was 
the signal for a prolonged applause, its good Union sentiment striking 
a tender chord in the popular breast. Again, after defining certain 
actions to be his duty, when he said, "and I shall perform it," there 
was a spontaneous and uproarious manifestation of approval, which 
continued some moments. Every sentence which indicated firm­
ness in the presidential chair, and every statement of a conciliatory 
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nature, was cheered to the echo; while hil! appea.l to his tt dissatisfied 
fellow-countrymen," desiring them to reflect calmly, and not hurry 
into fa.lse steps, was welcomed by one and'all most heartily and cor­
dially. "Weare not enemies," he said, "but friends. We must not 
be enemies. Though passion may have strained, it must not break 
our bonds of affection. "The mystic chord of memory, stretching 
from every battle-field and patriot grave to every living heart and 
hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the 
Union, when again touched, as they surely will be, by the better 
angels of our nature." 

These closing words dissolved many of the audience in tears, and 
at this point, alone, did the melodious voice of the President elect 
falter. 

After the delivery of the address, Judge Taney stood up, and all 
removed their hats while he administered the oat·h to Mr. Lincoln. 
Speaking in a low tone the form of the oath, he signified to Mr. Lin­
coln that he should repeat the words, and in a firm but modest voice 
the President took the oath as prescribed by the law, while the people 
who waited until they saw the final bow tossed their hats, wiped their 
eyes, cheered at the top of their voices, and hurrahed themselves 
hoarse. 

Judge Taney was the first person who shook hands with Mr. Lin­
coln, and was followed by Mr. Buchanan, and Messrs. Chase, Douglass, 
and others. A Southern gentleman seized him by the hand and said, 
"God bless you, my dear sir; you will save us." Mr. Lincoln replied, 
Ie I am glad that what I have said causes plea.'Sure to Southerners, be-
cause I then know they are pleased with what is right." . 

After delaying a little upon the platform, Mr. Lincoln and Mr. 
Buchanan, arm in arm, and followed by a few privileged persons, pro­
ceeded at a measured pace to the Senate chamber, and thence to the 
President's room, while the band played 'Hail Columbia,' 'Yankee 
Doodle,' and the' Star-Spangled Banner.' In a short time the proces­
sion was re-formed, and the President and ex-President were conducted 
in state to the White House, where the President gave audience to 
the diplomatic corps, who, with great pomp and ceremony, were the 
first to pay their respects and congratulate him. Then the doors were 
opened, and the people. like a flood-tide, rushed in upon him. The 
marshals, forming a double line of guards, kept all rudeness at a dis­
tance, and every thing went off with great success, and to the satisfac­
tion of all concerned. 

The thirty-four little girls who personated the several States of the 
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Union, and rode in a gayly decorated car in the procession, halted at 
the door, while they sang' Hail Columbia,' after which they were re­
ceived by the President, who gave to each and all of them a hearty 
and good-natured salute. 

After Mr. Lincoln had been well shaken. the doors were closed, 
and the marshals of the day were personally introduced to him. He 
thanked them for their admirable arrangements, and congratulated 
them upon the successful termination of their duties. They then re­
tired, and the President repaired to his private apartment, somewhat 
overcome by the fatigue and excitement he had undergone. 

In the evening there was an inauguration ball, which was a decided 
success. Dancing commenced at ten o'clock, and at a quarter before 
eleven the presidential party came in. The band struck up' Hail 
Columbia,' and the party marched from one end of the hall to the other. 
After a brief promenade, the President, with Mrs. Hamlin, took slla­
tions at the upper end of the room, when a large number of persons 
availed themselves of the opportunity to be presented. At half-past 
eleven tbe President and suite went into the supper-room, and 80 

ended the first day of President Lincoln's administration.! 

OUR FLAG AT SUMTER. 

1861-1865. 

II 'Mid fiery storms of shot and shell, 
'Mid smoke and roaring flame, 

See how Kentucky's gallant son 
Does honor to her name! 

II See how he answers gun for gun! 
Hurrah! his flag is down. 

The white! the white! oh, see it wave, 
Is echoed all around. 

" God save the gallant Anderson, -
All honor tAl his name, 

A soldier's duty nobly done, 
He's earned II. ht'ro's fame." 

E. O. M., Columbia (S. C.) Banner, 1861. 

When the secession excitement in South Carolina, and particularly 
in Charleston, had reached its height, Major Anderson, a native of 

1 This account of the inauguration of President Lincoln is condensed from the rtpOrt 

of a newspaper correapondent, who waa an eye-witness of the scenes described.. 
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Kentucky, was found in command of the United States forces and 
defences of Charleston harbor, stationed at Fort Moultrie, with a force 

of nine officers,! fifty ar­
tillerymen, fifteen musi­
cians, and thirty laborers, 
- in all, one hundred and 
four men, of whom only 
sixty-three were combat­
ants. A native of one 
slave State, and connected 
by marriage with another 
(Georgia), it was hoped on 
the one side he would be­
tray his trust, and feared 
on the other that he would 
resign it. Thoughtless of 
the world, and regardless 
of the ties of family and 
friendship, he kept a sin­
gle eye upon bis present 
duty, and won the un­
dying honor which ever 

•.• -----.-....... falls to faith and firmness 
shown on great occasions.' With his little band, all of whom proved 
true, he determined to defend his flag and maintain his post. He 
commenced at once his precautions against surprise or treachery, and 
after Dec. 11, 1860, no one was admitted to his works unless he was 
known to some officer of the garrison. Events soon justified his pre­
cautions. On the 19th of December, Mr. Porcher Miles stated, in the 
South Carolina State convention, that but sixty or eighty men garri­
soned Fort Moultrie, and Sumter was an empty fortress, that could be 
seized at any time, The same day, Major Anderson wrote his friend, 
the Rev. Dr. Duane:-

.. FORT MOULTRIE, S. C., Dec. 19, 1860. 

" DEAR FRIEND, - God grant that you may never be placed in a position 
80 full of responsibility and apparently 80 entirely cut off from all prospect 

1 These officers were, Captain Abner Douhleday, Captain J. G. Foster, Captaiu T. 
Seymour, First Lieutenant G. W. Snyder, First Lieutenant Jeff. C. Davia, First Lieuten· 
ant T, Talbot, Second Lieutenant R. K. Meade, and Assistant S~u S. W. Crawfonl. 
Soou after the fall of Sumter, Lieutenant Meade joined the insurgents. ltl08t of the 
otherofficersattaiued high rank in our service. Lieutenants Suyder lind Talbot died early 
in the war. Ollly Doubleday and Seymour rell\lIin upon the anny list of 1880, both retirelL 

I HafllCr's History of the Great Rebellion, vol. i. 
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of human relief as the one I am now in. • • • Were it not for my firm re­
liance upon and trust in our heavenly Father, I could not but be disheart­
ened; but I feel that I am here in the performance of a solemn duty, and 
am assured that He who has shielded me when death claimed his victims 
all around me will not desert me now. . . . A word or two about my posi­
tion, &c. As soon as I had time to inspect my position, and ascertain the 
feeling and temper of the people here, I found that, to enable me to comply 
with my orders to defend this fort, it was absolutely necessary that mora 
troops and ordnance stores must be sent, and I recommended that they 
should be" sent at once. The government has, as you l18e it stated, d~ 
clined, for prudential reasons, to send them, and I must now do the best I 
can. 

"This fort is a very weak one in its capability of being defended. It is 
BUlTOunded by houses which I cannot burn or destroy until I am certain 
that I am to be attacked, and I shall not be certain of it until the Carolinians 
are in position; but I have so little ammunition, that I cannot waste it in d~ 
stroying houses. And, again, within one hundred and sixty yards of the walls 
are piles of sand-hills, some of them higher than our fort, which will give the 
best and safest shelter for sharpshooters, who may pick off, in a short time, 
our band of sixty men - all we have. • . ." 

The next day (the 20th), the ordinance of secession passed, and 
Major Anderson saw from his ramparts the equipping and drilling of 
troops threatening him, and felt the danger and delicacy of his posi­
tion. On the 24th of December, he wrote a private letter, in which 
he Bo~in set forth the precarious situation in which he was placed; and 
confessed, "if attacked by anyone but a simpleton, there was scarce a 
possibility of his being able to hold out long enough for friends to 
come to his succor." General Scott thought the fort could be taken 
by five hundred men in twenty-foUl' hours. 

Major Anderson's orders directed him to carefully avoid any act 
which would needlessly provoke aggression, and without necessity not 
to take up any position which could be construed into a hostile atti­
tude; but he was also directed to /wid possession of the lorts, and, if 
attacked, to defend them to the last extremity. If the smallness of 
his force did not permit his occupying more than one of the three 
forts, he was authorized, in case of an attack, to put his command 
into either which he deemed most proper to increase his power of 
resistance, and also to take similar measures, whenever he had tan­
gible evidence of a design to proceed to a hostile act. 

Christmas day dawned upon Major Anderson under these circum­
stances, and bound by these instructions. He accepted an invitation 
to dinner in Cha1'leston. Returning to his post, under cover of the 
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night and the prevailing hilarity, he removed his force from Fort 
Moultrie to Fort Sumter, and placed his little band where he could 
assert and maintain for a time the authority of the government, and 
uphold its flag. MaJor Anderson had kept his secret well, and did 
his work thoroughly. During the day the wives and children of the 
troops were sent away, on the plea that an attack might be made on 
Fort Moultrie. Three small schooners were hired, and the few inhab­
itants of Sullivan's Island saw them loaded, as they thought, with 
beds, furniture, and baggage. About nine in the evening the men 
were ordered to hold themselves in marching order, with knapsacks 
packed. No one seemed to know the reason of the movement, and 
their destination was only confided by Major Anderson to his second 
in command. The little garrison was paraded, inspected, and then 
embarked in boats and taken to Fort Sumter, the schooners carrying 
the provisions, garrison furniture, and munitions of war. What could 
not be removed was destroyed. Not a pound of powder or a car­
tridge was left in the magazine. The small-arms and military sup­
plies of every kind were removed, guns spiked, and their carriages 
burned. The unfinished additions and alterations of the work were 
destroyed. The flag-staff was cut Mwn, that no banner with strange 
device should occupy the place of the stars and stripes; in fact, noth­
ing was left unharmed except the heavy round shot, which were tem­
porarily rendered useless by the dismounting and spiking of all the 
guns. 

The flag brought away from Moultrie was raised again over Sumter 
at noon, December 26, with impressive cerem~lDy. 

. The railing of the Flag at Fort 
8uUJter. Dee. 26, 1660. 

The following letter from Major Anderson 
to his friend Duane describes the scene:-

.. FORT SUII(TER, S. C., Dec. 80, 1860. 

"?th DEAR Sm, - Your most welcome letter of 
the 26th of December, received to-<iay, finds me, 
as you see, at Fort Sumter. God has been pleased 
to hear our prayers, and has removed me to this 
stronghold. Perhaps at the very moment you 
were writing to me I was, by his guidance, leading 
my little band across to this place. I left Fort 
Moultrie between five and six P.M., and Imd my 
command here by eight o'clock the same evening . 
You say that you had marvelled that I had not 
been ordered to hold Fort Sumter instead of Fort 

Moultrie. Much has been said about my having come here on my own I&-

Digitized by Goog Ie 



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 421 

sponsibility. Unwilling to see my little band sacrificed, I determined, after 
calmly awaiting instructions as long as I could, to avail myself of the earliest 
opportunity of extricating myself from my dangerous position. God be 
praised I He gave me the will, and led me in the way. How I do wish that 
you could have looked down upon us when we threw the' stars and stripes' 
to the breeze at twelve o'clock on the 26th lOur chaplain thanked God for 
having brought us from our place of danger, and prayed for our country, that 
that flag might long continue to wave over a united and happy people. The 
l1ag was then raised, the command presenting arms, and the band playing 
'The Star-Spangled Banner,' after which three cheers were given for the flag and 
three for the Union. It was to me a solemn, and to all a most interesting, 
ceremony ...• I am now, thank God! in a place which will, by his helping, 
soon be made so strong that the South Carolinians will be madmen if they 
attack me. There are some alterations and 80me additions which I wish to 
have made. The govemor of this State has interdicted all intercourse with 
the city, except that of sending and receivjng letters, 80 that, you see, we 
are quari enemies. Were I disposed to declare myself independent of, to 
secede from, the general govemment, and retaliate, I could cut Charleston 
off from her supplies; but I will show him that I am more of a Christian 
than to make the innocent suffer for the petty conduct of their govemor. 

" Yours affectionately, 
"RoBERT ANDERSON. 

" You see it stated that I came here without orders. Fear not; I am sure 
I can satisfy any tribunal I may be brought before that I was fully justified 
in moving my command." 

One who was present says, .. The chaplain made such an appeal 
for support, encouragement, and mercy, as one would make who felt 
that man's extremity is God's opportunity." As the earnest, solemn 
words of the speaker ceased, the men answered .Amm, and Major An­
derson run the star-spangled banner up to the head of the staff, the 
band saluting it with 'Hail Columbia,' while loud cheers of exulta­
tion and defiance were given again and again by the officers, soldiers, 
and workmen. As these cheers went up, a boat, which was sent down 
from the city to carry back an exact report of the condition of the 
fortress, saw the national standard rise, heard the loyal shouts, and 
knew that the hopes of the secessionists of a quiet possession of Fort 
Sumter were bafHed. 

A ballad of the times 1 graphically describes these events. An old 
man is supposed to be the narrator of them to his grandchildren, Dec. 
26, 1910, half a century after their occurrence. He says:-

1 By Mrs. Dorr. Publiahed in the 'New York Evening PosL' 
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"We were stationed at Fort Moultrie, but, about a mile away, 
The battlemeuts of Sumter stood proudly in the bay; 
'Twas by far the beat position, as he could not help but know, 
Our gallant Major Anderson, juat fifty years ago. 

" Yes, 'twas just after Christmas, fifty years ago to-night, 
The sky was calm and cloudle., the moon was large and bright; 
At six o'clock the drums beat to call us to parade, 
And not a man suspected the plan that had been laid. 

"But the first thing a soldier learns is that he must obey, 
And that when an order's given, he has not a word to say; 
So, when told to man the boats, not a question did we ask, 
But silently, yet eagerly, began our hurried task. 

"We did a deal of work that night, though our numbers were but (ew, 
We had all our stores to carry, and our ammunition too; 
Aud the guard-ship - 'twas the Nina 1-set to watch us in the bay 
Never dreamed what we were doing, though 'twas almost light as day.-

" We spiked the guns we left behind, and cut the flag-stafF down, -
From its top should float no color, if it might not hold our Otm, -

Then we sailed away for Sumter, as fast as we could go, 
With our good Major Andel'l!On, just fifty years ago. 

"I never can forget, boys, how the next day, at noon, 
The drums beat, aud the band played a stirriug martial tune; 
And sileutly we gathered round the flag-staff strong and high, 
For ever pointing upward to God's temple in the sky. 

" Our noble Major Andel'l!On was good as he was brave, 
And he knew without His blessing no banner long could wave, 
So he knelt, with head uncovered, while the chaplain read the prayer, 
And as the last amen was said, lhe flag rose high ill air. 

" Then our loud huzzas rung out, fur and widely o'er the sea! 
We shouted for the stars and stripes, the standard or the tree I 
EVllry eye was fixed upon it, every heart beat wann and fast, 
As with eager lips we promised to defend it to the last I 

"'Twas 1\ sight to be remembered, boys, - the chaplain with his book, 
Our leader humbly kneeling, with his calm, undaunted look; 
And the officers and men crushing tears they would not shed, 
And the blue sea all around us, and the blue sky overhead I " 

1 A small rebel steamer. 
S .. Just at the close of the evening twilight, when the almost fuD-orbed moon 1I'U 

shining brightly in the southern sky, the greater portion of the little gsni.eon at Fort 
Moultrie embarked for Fort Sumter." -Lomflg'. Hi8Wry CirIil War, voL i. 
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The occupation of Fort Sumter caused great excitement in Charles­
ton. The rebels saw themselves baffled and defied. The effect was 
even greater throughout the country at large. Men suddenly saw 
what they had previously only imagined. Major Anderson's move­
ment placed the Charlestonians in the attitude of open enemies, with 
whom intercourse was thenceforth to be upon a war footing. So the 
cry of wrath which went up from the rebel city was answered by a 
voice of admiration, encouragement, and, above all, of confidence, from 
almost the entire country outside of Sonth Carolina.1 Among the 
very people at the North, and even in some of the very States of the 
South, the occupation of Fort Sumter was regarded as the most pru­
dent and dignified course which could have been taken. Major An­
derson's name and his praises were upon all lips which did not mutter 
treason. Five days after the old flag was raised at Sumter, the N e­
braska legislature, two thousand miles away to the west, telegraphed 
to Anderson, "A. kaPP"J New Year." 

The pace of treason, rapid before, was quickened by this movement. 
On the 27th, troops were ordered out in Charleston, and the after­
noon of the same day, Captain Napoleon Coste, of the revenue cutter 
William Aiken, hauled down with his own hands the stars and stripes 
he had sworn to defend, and substituted for them the palmetto stand­
ard, thus giving the rebels the first vessel of a navy. While he thus 
forfeited his oath of allegiance to the general government, his officers, 
true to their oaths, reported themselves at Washington. The palmetto 
State flag within the next three days was hoisted over all the national 
buildings in Charleston, and upon the United States arsenal, Fort 
Moultrie, and Castle Pinckney, all of which were occupied by the 
troops of the" sovereign" State of South Carolina. 

When, Dec. 30, 1860, the United States arsenal at Charleston, 
containing many thousand stands of arms and valuable military stores, 
passed from the government into the hands of the secessionists, the 
United States troops fired a salute of thirty-two guns, and then 
lowered the colors. On the United States flag being detached from 
the halyards, the commanding rebel officer turned with a smile to the 
United States officer and asked if he would be allowed to fire a gun 
as the State flag was hoisted in place of the one taken down. The 
officer declined, and left the ground. The adjutant of the Seventeenth 
South Carolina Regiment then swabbed out the gun, ere it was yet 
cold from the salute to t.he United States flag. The State palmetto 
flag was attached to the halyards, and the company presenting arms, 

1 Harper's Pictorial History of the Great Rebellion. 
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one gun was fired for South Carolina, and the flag was run up. A few 
days later, the Palmetto Guard raised a new flag. 

Jan. 2, 1861, Govel'Dor Ellis, of North Carolina, seized upon Fort 
Macon, the forts at Wilmington, N. C., and the United States arsenal 
at Fayetteville. January' 3, Fort Pulaski, at Savannah, was taken 
possession of by Georgia troops, by order of the governor, and Janu­
ary 4, the United States arsenal at Mobile was seized by the seces­
sionists. 

President Buchanan, replying to the South Carolina commissioner's 
complaint of Major Anderson's action, said: "Major Anderson had 
acted on his own responsibility, and without authority," and that his 
" first promptings were to command him to return to his former posi­
tion ;" but before any step could possibly be taken in that direction, 
he received information that the palmetto flag floated out to the 
breeze at Castle Pinckney, and that a large military force garrisoned 
Fort Moultrie. Under these circumstances, it was urged upon him to 
withdraw the United States troops from Charleston harbor. This, he 
said, he could not and would not do, and such an idea had never been 
thought of by him in any possible contingency. He then added: "I 
have, while writing, been informed by telegraph that the arsenal has 
been taken by force of arms, with property in it belonging to the 
United States, worth half a million of dollars. After this information, 
it is my duty to defend Fort Sumter, as a portion of the public prop­
ertyof the United States, from whatever quarter the attack should 
come." 

On the 8th of January, 1861, on motion of Mr. Adrian, of New 
Jersey, the United States House of Representatives passed a resolu­
tion "fully approving of the bold and patriotic act of Major Anderson 
in withdrawing from Fort Moultrie to Sumter, and the determination 
of the President to maintain that fearless officer in his present posi­
tion." The resolution further" pledged the support of the House to 
the President in all constitutional measures to euforce the laws and 
preserve the U nioll." 

The' Charleston Mercury,' of the same date, in an article headed 
"Fort Sumter the Bastion of the Federal Union," concluded with 
these words: "Border Southern States will never join us until we 
have indicated our power to free ourselves; until we have proven 
that a garrison of seventy men cannot hold the portal of our com­
merce. The fate of the confederacy hangs by tlu eMign 1udyards of 
F01't Sumter." 

If the garrison of Fort Sumter was to be retained and sustained, it 
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must needs be reinforced and provisioned. A large steamship, the 

Steamer Star or the weat. 

Star of the West, was therefore 
chartered, and sailed from New 
York on the 5th of January, with a 
supply of commissary stores and 
ammunition, and two hundred and 
fifty artillerymen and marines, to 
reinforce the garrison. She was 
cleared for New Orleans and Ha­

vana, but did not take the troops on board until down the bay. The 
Charleston people, however, were fully aware of the project, and pre­
pared to receive her. She arrived off Charleston bar on the night of 
the 9th of January, and lay to until morning, the guiding marks to 
the bar having been removed and the light extinguished. We will 
let Captain McGowan tell the story of his reception, as he reported it 
to the owner of his vessel 

.. STEAMSHIP STAR OF THE WEST, 

.. NEW YORK, Saturuay, Jan. 12, 1861. 

Ie M. O. ROBERTS, Esq.: SIR, - After leaving the wharf on the 5th inst., 
at five o'clock P.M., we proceeded down the bay, where we hove to, and took 
on board four officers and two hundred soldiers, with their arms, ammuni­
tion, Ikc., and then proceeded to sea, crossing the bar at Sandy Hook at 
nine P.lL Nothing unusual took place during the passage, which was a 
pleasant one for this season of the year • 

.. We arrived at Charleston bar at 1.30 A.M., on the 9th iust., but could 
find no guiding marks for the bar, as the lights were all out. We proceeded 
with caution, running very slow and sounding, until about four A.M., being 
then in four and a half fathoms water, when we di~overed a light through 
the haze which at that time covered the horizon. Concluding that the lights 
were on Fort Sumter, after getting the bearings of it, we steered to the S. W. 
for the main ship channel, where we hove to, to await daylight, our lights 
having all been put out since twelve o'clock, to avoid being seen. 

Ie As the day began to break, we discovered a steamer just inshore of u.'I, 

which, as soon as she saw us, burned one blue light and two red lights as 
signals, and shortly after steamed over the bar and into the ship channel. 
The soldiers were now all put below, and no one allowed on deck except our 
own crew. As soon as there was light enough to see, we crossed the bar and 
proceeded on up the channel (the outer-bay buoy having been taken away), 
the steamer ahead of us sending oft' rockets, and burning lights until after 
broad daylight, continuing on her course up ncarly two ruiles ahead of us. 
When we arrived about two miles from Fort Moultrie, Fort Sumter being 
about the same distance, a masked battery on Morris's Island, where there 
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was a red palmetto flag flying, opened fire upon us, - distance about five­
eighths of & mile. We had tke American flag flying at our jlag-llqff at tM 
time, and loon after the flrst ./wt, hoi8ted a large A merican ensign at tke j()T"e.1 

We continued on under the fire of the battekcy for over ten minutes, several 
of the over us. One clear of the 
house, between the sm£lY!N!inz:Y walking-beams 
engine, the ship just fff;)ijfcnigging, and stove 
planking, came within ckT,)tying away the 
At the was & movemtnt fftffffmers from near 
Moultrie, one of them towing a schooner (I presume an armed schooner), 
with the intentioll of cutting us off. Our position now became rather criti­
cal, as we had to approach Fort Moultrie to within thretHluarters of a mile 
before we could keep away for Fort Sumter. A steamer approaching us 
with an armed schooner in tow, and the battery on the island firing at us all 
the timc', no cannon to defeml from the attack 
'Vessels, that, to avoid ceniff'ln 
endeavor Consequently, 
channel, g!'ing upon us until 

destruction, we 
and steered dowk, 

strong ebb tbe water having three feet, we P!T!!,!,!,,,t,,,," 
with caution, and crossed the bar safely at 8.50 A.M., and cont.inued on our 
course for this port, where we arrived this morning, after a boisterous pas­
sage. A steamer from Charleston followed us for about three hours, watch­
ing ourc movements. 

" In justice to the officers and crew of each department of the ship, I 
must add that their behavior while under the fire of the battery refltded 
great 

in helpinh 
channeL' 

New York pilot, 
the ship over Ch",k,kn 

"Very respecthlHh! 

great assistance 
nnd up and dOWll 

kThlhient servant, 
"JOHN M'GOWAN, Captain." 

Such is the official narrative of the first attempt to relieve Fort 
Sumter, and of the first hostile shot directed by fratricidal hands against 
the majesty of the Union, represented by our flag. The' Charles­
ton Counee that seventeen fired at the S,Ul:k£%ktfl'c 

1 Thg d'''dlion of some pop::t1, U":11:n,111!1:11!', was displayed, 
from the H£lld",,!,,: tln!1hall O. Roberta, th1: of the West, at 

nfld Fifth A venue, N ,,11 
waa captured off 20, 1861, by Colon'll 

Dorn, and taken into that port. She was, at the time, engaged in the debarkation of 
United States troops from Texas, and waa seized by a strat&flem. No effort waa made at 
resistance. She was subsequently used aa the receiving ship of the Confederate St&tee 
navy at New Orleans, and stationed at the navy-yard at Algiers. 
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two of which took effect. Major Anderson ordered the ports fronting 
Fort Moultrie and Morris Island to be opened, and the guns unlim­
bered; and one of his lieutenants asked him "to give 'em just one 
shot. " "Be patient," replied the Major, as he stood, glass in hand, 
intently watching the approaching steamer. But at the critical mo­
ment the Star oBhe West put her helm to port, turned her head sea­
ward, and proceeded out over the bar. 

Communication with Charleston having been cut off, Anderson 
knew nothing of the intention of sending him supplies and reinforce­
ments, and the special claims the steamer had for his protection. 
Her putting back relieved him from anxiety for her safety, but he 
immediately addressed the following note to the Governor of South 
Carolina:-

.. To Hi. Ez«llmcy tAe Governor of South Oarolina. : 
.. SIR, - Two of your batteries fired this morning on an nnarmed vessel 

bearing the flag of my government. As I have not been notified that war 
has been declared by South Carolina against the United States, I cannot but 
think this a hostile act, committed without your sanction or authority. 
Under that hope, I refrain from opening a fire on your batteries. I have 
the honor, therefore, respectfully to ask whether the above-mentioned act 
- one which I believe is without parallel in the history of our conntry, 
or any other civilized government - was committed in obedience to your 
instructions, and I notify you, if it is not disclaimed, that I regard it as an 
act of war, and shall not, after reasonable time for the return of my messenger, 
permit any vessel to pass within the range of the guns of my fort. In order 
to save, as far as it is in my power, the shedding of blood, I beg you will 
take due notification of my decision for the good of all concerned, hoping, 
however, your answer may justify a further continuance of forbearance on my 
part. 

.. I remain, respectfully, 
.. RoBERT ANDERSON." 

Governor Pickens, after stating the position of South Carolina 
toward the United States, replied, "Any attempt to send United 
States troops into Charleston harbor, to reinforce the forts, would be 
regarded as an act of hostility;" and said, in conclusion, -

.. That any attempt to reinforce the troops at Fort Sumter, or to retake 
and resume possession of the forts within the waters of South Carolina, which 
Major Anderson abandoned, after spiking the cannon and doing other damage, 
cannot but be regarded by the authorities of the State as indicative of any other 
purpose than the coercion of the State by the armed force of the government. 
Special agents, therefore, have been off the bat, to warn approaching vessels, 
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armed and unarmed, having troops to reinforce Fort Sumter aboard, not to 
enter the harbor. Special orders have been given the commanders at the 
forts not to fire on such vessels until a shot across their bows should warn 
them of the prohibition of the State. Under these circumstances, the Star 
of the West, it is understood, this morning attempted to enter the harbor 
with troops, after having been notified she could not enter, and consequently 
she was fired into. Tnu act u perfectly iluiijitd by me. 

" In regard to your threat about vessels in the harbor, it is only necessary 
for me to say, you must be the judge of your responsibility. Your position 
in tho harbor has been tolerated by the authorities of the State; and while 
tho act of which you complain is in perfect consistency with the rights and 
duties of the State, it is not perceived how far the conduct you propose to 
adopt can find a parallel in the history of any country, or be reconciled with 
any other purpose than that of your government imposing on the State the 
condition of a conquered province. 

"F. W. PICKBN&" 

The situation was grave and important, and Major Anderson replied 
as follows:-

" To Hu EzceQmcy Governor PICKUS: 

"SIR,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica­
tion, and say that, under the circumstances, I have deemed it proper to refer the 
whole matter to my government, and intend deferring the course I indicated 
in my note this morning until the arrival from Washington of such instruc­
tions as I may receive. 

"I have the honor, also, to express the hope that no obstructions will be 
placed in the way, and that you will do me the favor of giving every facil­
ity for the departure and return of the bearer, Lieutenant T. Talbot, who is 
directed to make the journey. 

"ROBERT ANDERSON." 

By the consent of the governor, Lieutenant Talbot was sent with 
despatches, and the whole matter laid before the government at Wash­
ington. 

After the return of the Star of the West to New York from her 
fruitless effort to relieve Sumter, another expedition was planned by 
Mr. G. V. Fox, afterwards Assistant Secretary of the Navy, which he 
explained as follows: I_ 

II After the Star of the West had returned from her vOYBoae. I called 
upon George W. Blunt, Esq., of New York, and expressed to him my 
views as to the possibility of relieving the garrison, and the dishonor 

1 This statement can be found in full in the • Rebellion Becord,' and in • Boynton', 
History(!) of the Navy in the War: 
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which would be justly merited by the government unless immediate 
measures were taken to fulfil this sacred duty, as follows: - . 

.. From the outer edge of the Charleston bar, in a straight line to 
Sumter, through 'the Swash Channel, the distance is four miles, with no 
shoal spots having less than nine feet at high water. The batteries on 
Morris and Sullivan's Islands are about two thousand six hundred yards 

. apart, and between these troops and supplies must pass. I proposed 
to anchor three small men-of-war off the entrance to the Swash Chan­
nel, as a safe base of operations 8.oaainst any naval attack from the 
enemy . 

.. The soldiers and provisions to be carried to the Charleston bar 
in the Collins steamer Baltic; all the provisions and munitions to be 
put up in portable packages, easily handled by one man, - the Baltic to 
carry three hundred extra sailors, and a number of armed launches 
sufficient to land all the troops at Fort Sumter in one night . 

.. Three steam-tugs, of not more than six feet draft of water, such 
as are employed for towing purposes, were to form part of the expedi­
tion, to be used for carrying in the troops and provisions, in case the 
weather should be too rough for boats . 

.. With the exception of the men-of-war and tugs, the whole expe­
dition was to be complete on board the steamer Baltic, and its success 
depended upon the possibility of running past batteries at night, which 
were distant from the centre of the channel one thousand three hun­
dred yards. I depended upon the barbette guns of Sumter to keep 
the channel between :Morris and Sullivan's Islands clear of rebel ves­
sels at the time of entering. 

to We then discussed the plan over a chart, and Mr. Blunt commu­
nicated it to Charles H. Marshall and Russell Sturges; they approved 
it, and :Mr. Marshall agreed to furnish and provision the vessels with­
out exciting suspicion. 

.. On the 4th of February, I received a telegram from Lieutenant­
General Scott, requesting my attendance at Washington; and on the 
6th, at eleven A.M., met at the General's office, by arrangement, Lieu­
tenant Talbot, who had been sent from Sumter by Major Anderson. 
In the General's presence we discussed the question of relieving Fort 
Sumter. Lieutenant Talbot's plan was to go in with a steamer, pro­
tected by a vessel on each side loaded with hay. I objected to it, as, 
first, a steamer could not carry vessels lashed alongside in rough water; 
and, second, in running up the channel she would be bows on to Fort 
Moultrie, and, presenting a large fixed mark, without protection ahead. 
would certainly be disabled. 

• 
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It Lieutenant-General Scott approved my plan, and introduced me 
to Mr. Holt, the Secretary of War, to whom I explained the project, 
and offered my services to conduct the party to the fort. Mr. Holt 
&careed to present the matter to President Buchanan that evening. 

"The next day, the 8th of February, news was received of the elec­
tion of Jefferson Davis by the Montgomery convention. I called upon 
General Scott, and he intimated to me that probably no effort would 
Pe made to relieve Fort Sumter. He seemed much disappointed 
and astonished; I therefore returned to New York on the 9th of 
February." 

Thus this attempted relief of the beleaguered fortress was abandoned, 
and the devoted garrison, for the present, left to its own resources. 

Two days after the attack upon the Star of the West, Governor 
Pickens sent the Secretary of State and Secretary of War of the • sov­
ereign' State of South Carolina to Sumter, to make a formal demand 
on Major Anderson for the immediate surrender of that fort to the 
authorities of South Carolina. They tried every art to persuade or 
alarm him; but he assured them, sooner than suffer such humiliation, 
he would fire the m~o-azine and blow fort ~nd garrison into the air. 
From that time the insurgents worked diligently in preparations to 
attack the fort, and the garrison worked as diligently in preparations 
for its defence. Four old hulks filled with stones were towed int.q 
the ship channel, and sunk there by the South Carolinians, to prevent 
/lupplies and reinforcements from coming into the harbor; but the only 
effect was to change and deepen the channel, as the same expedient 
did later, when a number of old whalers, nicknamed • rat ships,' wel'Q 
added by the United States authorities to those which had been 
previously sunk by the rebels, for the purpose of blockading and 
filling. the channel. This expedient has been often tried in barred 
harbors or entrances swept by strong tides, but always with like nr 
suIt. The same effect is shown by the obstruction of piers, wrecks, 
&c., in the detention of organic substances, in tide-swept harbors and 
rivers. The mouths of the Mississippi are constantly exhibiting thQ 
fact; a vessel, raft, or tree, stopped upon its sand-bars, gathers thQ 
sand around it frequently so that the object is thrown or borne up and 
can be walked around, but the running water always cuts a channel 
elsewhere, until some other obstruction, or the force of inblowing 
winds, pile the saud in another place, fed from the sand about the firs' 
obstruction, whether vessel or tree, until it is cut away and the object 
floats on. Captain Eada has improved upon the idea since the war, 
by means of jetties, to deepen the channel of the Mississippi at one of 
its mouths. ~ 
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For three months after the' affair of the Star of the West Major 
Anderson and his little band suffered and toiled, until their provisions 
were exhausted, and a formidable army, with forts and batteries pre­
l?&:11red expressly for the reduction of his fortress, had l-rown up around 
bim. The policr bZl1Jz,rnment compelleb as a looker-
nn, and not inter?(znz oizo(ruct these the 3d of 
iz'ebruary, one for the :mmoved, the 
'Z.'Z.ives and chiIdnzZi l-umter being 
then borne a way in the stnamer Marion, for l'd ew York They had 
left the fort on the 25th of January, and embarked at the city_ 
When the Marion neared Sumter, the whole garrison was seen ~ the 
top of the ramparts. While the ship was passing, a gun was fired, and 
they gave three cheers, as a parting farewell to the loved ones on board. 

On the 11th of Moeoh, Mzejor Anderson hi'Z. Duane;-
.. It seems to be a point I thought 

tbat the policy ol-ministration WGoll- hom developed 
this time. of this work that a de-

:mand would be l-outhera withdrawal, 
were facts well known to all I presume, however, that persons who 
are not in power make up their minds as to what Q'lI,!Jht to be done 
much more re~dily and upon slighter data than the same persons 
newly placed in office. The question of reinforcing is one that is very 
easily determined upon; but when the lww it is to be done, and how 
"iiany lives it wiU oxamined, the :much greater 
zlifficulty than it, to be. You haoo :many rumors 
,,,bout us which untrue. With of my hav-

added defensive meaue, of any con-
"z,quence has beZ;H command. I something 
every day, and shall, probably, should we be un attacked a month 
longer, make some changes every week. 

I< The South Carolinians continue working very energetically, build­
ing new batteries or strengthening those already built. They will cer­
tainly be ready to pour a heavy storm of shot and of shells upon us ; 
but, trusting in fear of the resH!t, hHen pleased 

scatter a much than these and His 
UHm has lost "kength. 

I< My own tRzat when Mr. liiiz z'zhi cabinet ex-
into the position they l,hat it is use-

less to keep me here. My position is an interior one; and the entrance 
of the harbor is not at all guarded by my guns, but is by heavy bat­
teries which are not under the fire of my guns. 
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" I do not worry myself about these questions. They are not for 
me to discuss or decide, and I know that God will order all things 
aright, and I am content with that knowledge." 

On the 18th of March, while the secesh gunners were firing blank 
cartridges from the guns of the iron battery at Cummings' Point, they 
discharged a gun that was accidentally loaded with ball The ball 
struck the wharf of Fort Sumter close to the gate. Three or four of 
the ports of Sumter fronting the battery were at once opened, but no 
return shot was given, and two hours after a boat was sent to Major 
Anderson to explain the matter, who received the messenger in good 
part. This affair caused no little talk and excitement in Charleston.1 

Major Anderson received no instructions from his government, and 
was sore perplexed. On the 1st of April, he wrote to Lieutenant­
General Scott, saying: " I think the government has left me too much 
to myself. It has given me no instructions, even when I have asked 
for them, and I think responsibilities of a higher and more important 
character have devolved upon me than are proper." To the adjutant­
general of the army he wrote: "Unless we receive supplies, I shall be 
compelled to stay here without food, or to abandon this fort very early 
next week." The next day he wrote: "Our flag runs an hourly risk 
of being insulted, and my hands are tied by my orders; and even if 
that were not the case, I have not the power to protect it. God grant 
that neither I nor any other officer of our army may be Ilbrain placed 
in a position of such humiliation and mortification." 

Meanwhile, a measure for the relief of the beleaguered garrison had 
been planned. On the 12th of March, Mr. Fox, a relative of the Post­
master-General, who had proposed a plan of relief earlier, was sent to 
visit Charleston harbor, and, in company with Captain Hartstene, of 
the navy, who had joined the insurgents, was permitted by Governor 
Pickens to visit Fort Sumter on the 21st. They found that the garri­
son had provisions to last them until the 15th of April, and it was 
understood by them the fort must be surrendered or evacuated on that 
day. On his return to Washington, Mr. Fox reported to the President 
the fact.I 

1 Charleston Mercury, March 19, 1861. 
t II Major Anderson seemed to think it was too late to relieve the fort by any other 

means than by landing an army on Morris Island. He agreed with General Scott, that 
an entrance fl'om the sea was impossible; but, as we looked out upon the water from the 
parapet, it seemed very feasible, more especially as we heard the oars of a boat near the fort, 
which the sentry bailed, but we could not see her through tbe darkness nntil she almost 
touched the landing. 

II I found the garrison getting short of supplies, and it was agreed that I might report 
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On the 3d of April, the mortar batteries on Morris Island fired into 

the schooner R. H. Shannon, Captain Monts, of Boston, bound to Sa­
vannah with a cargo of ice. She had drifted, in a dense fog, through 
mistake, over CharleSton bar. When the fog lifted, the captain, not 
knowing his whereabouts, found himself abreast of the fort on Morris 
Island, and, while cogitating over his latitude and longitude, was 
greeted by a gun from the fort. He immediately run np the stars 
and stripes, and in answer to that demonstration several 32-pound 
shots were fired, one of which passed through his main-sail, and another 
through his top-sail In the midst of his dilemma, not understanding 
the object of this hostile demonstration, a boat from Fort Sumter made 
him acquainted with the facts, and he lost no time in putting to sea.1 

Mr. Lincoln was now satisfied that a temporizing policy would not 
do, and, overruling the objections of the general-in-chief and military 

·authorities, he sent for Mr. Fox, and verbally authorized him to fit out, 
according to his proposed plan, an expedition for the relief of Sumter. 
The written order was not given until the afternoon of the 4th of April, 
when the President informed Mr. Fox that, in order that" faith as to 
Sumter" might be kept, he should send a messenger at once to Gov­
ernor Pickens that he was about to forward provisions only to the gar­
rison; and, if these supplies should be allowed to enter, no more troops 
would be sent there. These orders, issued by the Secretary of War to 
Mr. Fox, and by the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Mercer, the 
senior naval officer of the expedition, were as follows:-

.. WAR DEPARTMENT, April 4, 1861. 

" SIB, - It having been decided to succor Fort Sumter, you have been 
selected for this important duty. Accordingly, you will take charge of the 
transports in New York having the troops and supplies on board to the 
entrance of Charleston harbor, and endeavor, in the first instance, to deliver 
the subsistence. If you are opposed in this, you are directed to report the 
fact to the senior naval officer off the harbor, who will be instructed by the 
Secretary of the Navy to use his entire force to open a passage, when yon will, 
if possible, effect an entrance, and place both the troops and supplies in Fort 
Snmter. I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"SIJlON CAJlERON, 

"Captain G. V. Fox, "Secretary of War. 
"Washington, D. C." 

that the 15th of April, at noon, would be the period beyond which he could not hold the 
fort, unleee snppliee were furnished . 

.. I made no arrangements with Ml\ior Anderson for reinforcing or supplying the fort, 
nor did I infonn him of my plan.·' - Ezlra.cll from Mr. Foo1, letter. 

1 Savannah Republican, April 5, 1861. 
28 
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"NAVY DEPAJlnlD--r, AprilS, 1861. 
"Captain SAMUEL MERCER, 

"Oommanding United State, StMmn' Powhatan, NetII York: 

"The United States steamers Powhatan, Pawnee, Pocahontas, and Har­
riet Lane will compose a naval force under your command, to be sent to the 
vicinity of Charleston, S. C., for the purpose of aiding in carrying out the 
objects of an expedition of which the War Department has charge. 

"The primary object of the expedition is to provision Fort Sumter, for 
which purpose the War Department will furnish the necessary transports. 
Should the authorities of Charleston permit the fort to be supplied, no fur­
ther particular service will be required of the force under your command j 
and, after being satisfied that supplies have been received at the fort, the Pow­
hatan, Pocahontas, and Harriet Lane will return to N ew York, and the Paw­
nee to Washington. 

"Should the authorities at Charleston, however, refuse to permit, or 
attempt to prevent, the vessel or vessels having supplies on board from enter­
ing the harbor, or from peaceably proceeding to Fort Sumter, you will pro­
tect the transports or boats of the expedition in the object of their mission, 
disposing of your force in such a manner as to open the way for their ingress, 
and afford, so far as practicable, security to the men and boat!!, and repelling 
by force, if necessary, all obstructions toward provisioning the fort and rein­
forcing it; for, in case of a resistance to the peaceable primary object of the 
expedition, a reinforcement of the garrison will also be attempted. These 
purposes will be under the supervision of the War Department, which haa 
charge of the expedition. The expedition has been intnlSted to Captain G. 
V. Fox, with whom you will put yourself in communication, and co-operate 
with him to accomplish and carry into effect its object. 

" You will leave New York with the Powhatan in time to be off Charles­
ton bsr, ten miles distant from and due east of the lighthouse, on the morn­
ing of the 11th instant, there to await the arrival of the transport or trans­
ports with troops and stores. The Pawnee and Pocahontas will be ordered 
to join you there at the time mentioned, and also the Harriet Lane. 

"GIDEON WELLES, 

"Secretar!l of the Na"1l." 

Mr. Fox proceeded to New York on the 5th of April, and, by un­
tiring industry and indomitable energy, was able to sail from thence 
on the morning of the 9th, with two hundred recruits, in the steamer 
Baltic, Captain Fletcher. The relief squadron consisted of the United 
States ships Powhatan, Captain Mercer, Pawnee, Commander Rowan, 
Pocahontas, Commander Gillis, revenue steamer Harriet Lane, Cap­
tain Faunce, and the steam-tugs Yankee, Uncle Ben, and Freeborn. 
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The Powhatan left New York on the 6th, but when passing down New 
York Bay was, by a special order of the President, taken from the 
expedition by Lieutenant, now Admiral, David D. Porter, who sailed in 
her to the relief of Fort Pickens, at the mouth of Pensacola Bay. The 
Pawnee left Norfolk on the 9th, and the Pocahontas the same place on 
the 10th. The tUb'S Freeborn and Uncle Ben left New York on the 
7th, the Harriet Lane and tug Yankee on the 8th; and all were ordered 
to rendezvous oft' Charleston. 

Soon after leaving New York, the expedition encountered a heavy 
storm, by which the Freeborn was driven back, the Uncle Ben obliged 
to put into Wilmington, N. C., where she was captured by the insur­
gents, and the Yankee, losing her smoke-stack, was not able to reach 
Charleston bar until too late to be of service. 

The Baltic·reached the bar on the morning of the 12th, just as the 
insurgents opened fire on Fort Sumter. The Pawnee and Harriet Lane 
were already there, with orders to report to the Powhatan, the Secre­
tary of the Navy not having been advised of her change of orders. Mr. 
Fox boarded the Pawnee, informed Captain, now Vice-Admiral, Rowan 
of his orders, offered to send in provisions, and asked him to convoy the 
Baltic over the bar. Captain Rowan replied that" his orders required 
him to remain ten miles east of the light, and await the Powhatan, and 
that he was not going in there to inaugnrate civil war." 1 Mr. Fox, in 
the Baltic, then stood toward the bar, followed by the Harriet Lane, 
Captain Faunce. " As we neared the land," says Mr. Fox in his nar­
rative, "heavy guns were heard, and the smoke and shells from the 
batteries which had just opened fire upon Sumter were distinctly 
visible." 

.. I immediately stood out to inform Captain Rowan, of the Pawnee, 
but met him coming in. He hailed me, and ~ked for a pilot, declar­
ing his intention of standing into the harbor, and sharing the fate of 
his brethren of the army. I went on board, and informed him that I 
would answer for it; that the government did not expect any such 
gallant sacrifice, having settled maturely upon the policy indicated in 
the instructions to Captain Mercer and myself. No other naval ves­
sels arrived during this day; but the steamer Nashville, from New 
York, and a number of merchant vessels, reached the bar, and a\vaited 
the result of the bombardment, giving indications to those inside of a 
large naval fleet off the harbor. The weather continued very bad, with 
a heavy sea; neither the Pawnee nor the Harriet Lane had boats or 
men to carry in supplies. Feeling sure that the Powhatan would 

1 Mr. Fox's statement. 
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arrive during the night, as she had sailed from New York two days 
before us, I stood out to the appointed rendezvous, and made signals 
all night. The morning of the 13th was thick and foggy, with a very 
heavy ground-swell The Baltic, feeling her way in, ran ashore on 
Rattlesnake shoal, but soon got oft' without damage. On account of 
the very heavy swell, she was obliged to anchor in deep water, several 
miles outside of the Pawnee and Harriet Lane. 
. "Lieutenant Robert O. Tyler, though suft'ering from sea-sickness, as 
were most of the recruits, organized a boat's crew and exercised them, 
notwithstanding the heavy sea, for the purpose of having at least one 
boat, in the absence of the Powhatan's, to reach Fort Sumter. At 
eight A.M., I took this· boat, and in company with Lieutenant Hudson 
pulled in to the Pawnee. As we approached that vessel, a great vol­
ume of black smoke issued from Fort Sumter, through which the flash 
of Major Anderson's guns still replied to the rebel fire. The quarters 
of the fort were on fire, and most of our military and navy officers 
believed the smoke to proceed from an attempt to smoke out the gar­
rison with fire-rafts. 

" As it was the opinion of the officers that no boats with any load 
in them could have reached Sumter in this heavy sea, and no tug­
boats had arrived, it was proposed to capture a schooner near us, 
loaded with ice, which was done, and preparations at once commenced 
to fit her out, and load her for entering the harbor the following night. 
I now learned, for the first time, that Captain Rowan had received a 
note from Captain Mercer, of the Powhatan, dated at New York, the 
6th, the day he sailed, stating that the' Powhatan was detached, by 
order of superior authority, from the duty to which she was assigned 
oft' Charleston, and bad sailed for another destination." 

Before the schooner could be prepared, Fort Sumter had sur­
rendered 

The Pocahontas arrived at two P.M., and half an hour after, the flag 
of Sumter was shot away and not raised again; but we are anticipat­
ing that event The plan for supplying Fort Sumter required three 
hundred sailors, a full supply of armed launches, and three tugs. The 
Powhatan, secretly detached from the expedition, carried the sailors 
and launches, and the tugs had been disabled and put back, which, 
with the unfavorable state of the sea and weather, are reasons enough 
for the non-success of the attempt. 

The Preaident, in a letter to Mr. Fox, dated May I, 1861, said: "1 
sincerely regret that the failure of the late attempt to provision Fort 
Sumter should be tbe source of any annoyance to you. The practi-
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cability. of your plan was not, in fact, brought to a test, by reason of a 
gale well known in advance to be possible, and not improbable; the 
tugs, an essential part of the plan, never reached the ground; while, 
by an accident for which you were in no wise responsible, and possi­
bly I, to some extent was, you were deprived of a war vessel with her 
men, which you deemed of great importance to the enterprise." 

The message of President Lincoln to Governor Pickens; concerning 
sending supplies to Sumter, was made known at Charleston on the 
morning of the 8th of April, and produced intense excitement. Gen­
eral Beauregard sent a telegram to Montgomery, which was replied to 
on the 10th, conditionally authorizing him to demand the surrender 
of Fort Sumter, and, if that was refused, to reduCe it. 

At two P.M., Thursday, the 11th, Beauregard sent a letter to Major 
Anderson, in which he conveyed a demand to evacuate Sumter. An­
derson at once replied, by letter, that his sense of honor and obliga­
tions to his government would not allow him to comply, but remarked 
to one of the Confederate officers: .. I will await the first shot, and if 
you do not batter us to pieces we will be starved out in a few days." 
This remark was telegraphed to Montgomery. The rebel Secretary of 
War, L P. Walker, telegraphed back that if Major Anderson would 
state the time when he would evacuate, and agree that, meanwhile, he' 
would not use his guns &oaainst them, unless theirs should be employed 
against Fort Sumter, Beauregard was authorized to avoid the eft'usion 
of blood. If this or its equivalent was refused, he was to reduce the 
fort in any way his judgment deemed practicable. This message was 
delivered to Major Anderson at one A.M., the 12th, when the latter, in 
ignorance of what government had been doing for his relief, replied, 
that, should he not receive controlling instructions from his govern­
ment, or additional supplies, he would leave the fort by noon on the 
15th. By request of Colonel Chesnut, one of the messengers, Ander­
son's reply was handed to them unsealed. Scouts had discovered the 
Harriet Lane and Pawnee oft'the bar, and reported the fact to Beau­
regard, who directed his messenger to receive an open reply from 
Anderson, and if it should not be satisfactory, they were to exercise 
the discretionary powers given them. They accordingly consulted a 
few minutes in the room of the officer of the guard, and deciding it 
was not satisfactory, at 3.20 A.M., April 12, addressed a note to Ander­
son, saying: "By authority of Brigadier-General Beauregard, com­
manding the provisional forces of the Confederate States, we have the 
honor to notify you that he will open the fire of his batteries on Fort 
Sumter in one hour from this time." They immediately left the fort, 
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when the flag was raised, the postern closed, the sentinels withdrawn 
from the parapet, and orders given that the men should not leal'e the 
bomb-proofs without special orders. Patiently, firmly, almost silently, 
the little band in Fort Sumter waited the p&.SSaoae of that pregnant 
hour. Suddenly the dull booming of a gun, fired by Lieutenant Far­
ley, from a signal battery on James Island, near Fort Johnston, was 
heard, and a fiery shell flying through the black night exploded im­
mediately over Fort Sumter. The sound of that mortar was the signal 
for battle. After a brief pause, the cannon on Cummings' Point opened 
fire. To Edmund Ruffin, of Virginia, a gray-haired old man who 
committed suicide at the close of the war, unable to survive the de­
feat of his cause, belongs the infamous honor of firing the first shot 
against our flag. He hastened to Morris Island when hostilities were 
neal', was assigned to duty in the Palmetto Guard, and asked the 
privilege of firing the first gun on Sumter. It was granted, and he 
has acquired an unenviable fame.! 

This aged enthusiast committed suicide, by a singular coincidence, 
on the 17th of June, 1865, the anniversary of the battle of Bunker's 
Hill, at the residence of his son, near Danville, Va, by blowing oft' the 
top of his head with a gun, first writing a note, in which he said, "I 
cannot survive the liberties of my country." The first shot from 
Cummings' Point was quickly followed by others from the semicircle 
of military works arrayed around the fort for its reduction. Full 
thirty heavy guns and mortars opened at once. For two hours and 
more there was no reply from Sumter, the storm of shot and shell 
seeming to make no impression upon it. This silence mortified the 
insurgents. Anderson gal'e orders for the men to remain in the bomb­
proofs. He had men enough to work but nine guns, and it was nec­
essary to guard against casualties. At half-past six the garrison 
partook of a hearty breakfast, little disturbed by the hurling of the 
iron hail outside of them. It was now broad daylight, and at Reven 
o'clock Anderson ordered a reply to the attack. The first gun was 
fired at the Stevens battery on Morris Island by Captain Abner 
Doubleday,2 and a fire from the fort on all the principal opposing 

1 Even this has been denied him. In 1875, the Rev. John Douglass wrote to the 
• Southern Home' that he heard the jirlt gun, and that it was fired by Captain George 
James (afterwards killed at Gettysburg) from a little sand battery on James Island i 
the IU07ld gun was fired by Lieutenant Wade Hampton Gibbes, also from James Island; 
the third gun, by ?tIr. Ruffin, from Morris Island i and the fourth gun was from SulliYall's 
Island i and the jifth, from the iron battery. 

I General Doubleday infonned me that lie fired the first shotted gun from Sumter at 
the rebel batteries. The bombardment of Sumter was opened on Henry Clay's birthday, 
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batteries followed. The first solid shot from Sumter hurled at Fort 
Moultrie was fired by Assistant-Surgeon S. W. Crawford. It lodged 
in the sand· bags, aud was carried by the special reporter of the 
• Charleston Mercury' to the office of that journal 

At noon on that fearful day, Surgeon Crawford, who had ascended 
the parapet to make observations, reported that, through the stormy, 
misty air, he saw the relief squadron, bearing the dear old flag. They 
signalled their mission by dipping their ensigns. Sumter could not 
respond, for its ensign was entangled in the halyards, which had been 
cut by the enemy's shot, but it still waved defiantly. The vessels 
could not cross the bar. Its sinuous and shifting channels were 
always difficult in fine weather j now, the buoys had been removed, 
ships sunken in the channels, and a blinding storm was prevailing. 
During the day, the men worked at the guns without intermis­
sion, and received food and drink at their posts. The supply oC car­
tridges began to fail, and before sunset all but six of the guns were 
abandoned. These were wo:rked until after dark, when the port-holes 
were closed, and the garrison was divided into watches for work and 
repose. Several men had been wounded, but none mortally. Thus 
closed the first day of actual war upon our flag. 

The night was dark and stormy j all night long the mortars of the 
rebels kept up a slow bombardment. The naval commanders outside 
were prevented by the storm from sending in relief. Before dawn, 
the storm ceased and the sun rose in splendor j but earlier than that 
the vigorous bombardment and cannonade at the devoted fortress was 
renewed. Four times, on Friday, t.he buildings inside the fort were 
set on fire, and the fires extinguished j the barracks and officers' 
quarters were Iloorun and again ignited, and at last destroyed. The 
safety of the mlloaazine, and the reserving of sufficient powder to last 
until the 15th, became now the absorbing care of the commander.1 

and the fortress waa surrendered on Jefferson·s birthday. It may interest those curiOIl8 
in such coincidences that the first conflict of the civil war in the streets oC Baltimore, 
April 19, 1861, was on the anniversary of the battles of Lexington and Concord. 

In the New York Stock Exchange, April 12, when Kentucky sixes were called, the 
whole board sprang to their feet and gave three cheers for the gallant MaJor Anderson. -
Bmlin.g POBt. 

1 A gentleman who was present states that a 96-pound shell entered Sumter just 
above the mognzine, but outside of it, descended through a block of granite ten or 
twelve inches thick, and exploded, one of its fragments, weighing nesr twenty pounds, 
striking the door of the magazine, and 80 bending it inwards that it was found impoasi­
ble to close it without the aid of a mechanic. Within a Cew hours after this, a red-hot 
.hot from Fort Moultrie paaaed through the outer wall of the magazine, penetrated the 
inner wall four inches, and then fell to the ground. All tWa time, grains of powder, 
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Blankets and flannel shirts, the sleeves of the latter being readily con­
verted, were used for making cartridges, and every man within the 
fort was fully employed The last particle of rice was cooked, and 
nothing left for the garrison to eat but salt pork. The flames 
spread, and the heat became most intolerable. The fire approached 
the ml1oouine, and its doors were closed and locked; glowing embers 
were scattered all about the fort. The main ~,'ate took fire, and very 
soon the blackened sally-port was open to the besiegers. The powder 
in the service magazine was 80 exposed to the flames that ninety bar­
rels of it were thrown into the sea. The assailants knew that the fort 
was on fire, and that its inmates were dwellers in a heated furnace; 
yet they redoubled the rapidity of their fire, and poured in upon it 
red-hot shot from most of their guns. The men were frequently com­
pelled to lie upon the ground, with wet handkerchiefs on their faces, 
to prevent suffocation by smoke; yet they would not surrender, but 
bravely kept the old flag flying'! , 

Eight times had the flag-staff been hit without serious injury; but 
at twenty minutes before one o'clock it was shot away near the peak, 

and the flag, with a portion of the staff, fell 
down through the thick smoke among the 
gleaming embers. Through the blinding, scorch­
ing tempest Lieutenant Hall rushed, and 
snatched it up before it could take fire. It 
was immediately carried by Lieutenant Snyder 
to the ramparts, and Sergeant Hart, 2 who had 
been permitted to come to the fort with Mrs. 
Anderson in January, and remained after she 
had left, on a pledge that he should not be en­
rolled as a soldier, sprang upon the sand-bags, 

NaIlIDg the Flag 011 Fort and with the assistance of Lyman, a Baltimore 
Sumter. 

mason, fastened the fragment of the staff there, 
and left the soiled banner flying defiantly, while shot and shell were 
filling the air like hail, repeating an historical feat performed near the 

spilled by the men in passing to and (rom the casements and magazine, were lying 
loose npon the floor, - ignited by a spark, they would have blown the structure to atoms. 
- Chn.rlulqn Courier, June 11. 

1 In this account of the attack on Fort Sumter I have (ollowed and condensed the 
narrative in Lossing's' History o( the Civil War,' examining and quoting largt'ly (rom 
other authors and official reports. Mr. Lossing was furnished by Major Anderson with 
his letter·books and papers, and had unusual sources (or correct in(omlBtion. 

t Hall was a musician, but subsequently received a lieutenant's commission in the 
regular army. Hart was a sergeant of the New York Metropolitan Police. He bad 
eerved with Major Anderson in the Mexican war. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 441 

same spot by the brave and patriotic Sergeaut Jasper, eighty-five years 
before. The halyards were so inextricably tangled that the flag could 
not be righted. It was therefore nailed to the staff and planted upon 
the ramparts.1 

At half-past one, General Wigfall, who had been United States 
senator from Texas, accompanied by one white and two colored men, 
came in a little boat to the fort, bearing a white handkerchief as a 
flag of truce, and demanded admittance. He asked to enter an em­
brasure, but was denied. .. I am General Wigfall," he said, " and wish 
to see Major Anderson." The soldier told him to stay there till he 
could see his commander. .. For God's sake, let me in," cried the gal­
lant new-made general, "I can't stand out here in the firing." He 
then hurried around to the sally-port, where he had asked an interview 
with Anderson. Finding the passage strewn with the burning tim­
bers of the fort, in utter despair he ran around the fort waving his 
white handkerchief imploringly toward his fellow-insurgents, to stop 
their firing. It was useless, the missiles fell thick and fast, and at last 
he was permitted to crawl into an embrasure, after he had given up 
his sword to a private, and when almost exhausted with fatigue and 
affright. Meeting several officers at the embrasure, trembling with 
excitement, he exclaimed: .. I am General Wigfall I I come from 
General Beauregard, who wants to stop this bloodshed! You are on 
fire; your flag is down j let us stop this firing!" One of the officers 
replied, "Our flag is not down, sir, it is yet flying from the ramparts." 
Wigfall saw it where Peter Hart and his comrades had nailed it, and 
said, "Well, well, I want to stop this." Holding out his sword and 
handkerchief, he said to one of the officers, "Will you hoist this 1 " 
" No, sir," was the reply: " it is for you, General Wigfall, to stop them." 
.. Will anyone of you hold this out of the embrasure?" he asked. No 
one offering, he said, "May I hold it, then ? " II If you wish to," was 
the cool reply. Wigfall sprang into the port-hole, and waved the white . 
flag several times. A shot striking near, frightened him away, when 
he cried out, excitedly, .. Will you let some one show this flag?" 
Corporal Charles Bringhurst, by permission, took the handkerchief and 

1 Mr. Raymond, at the Union Park meeting,!laid: .. I heard an anecdote to-day from 
Major Anderson. During the attack on Fort Sumter, a report eame here tbat the flag, on 
the morning of the fight, wu half-mut. I uked him if it wu true, and he said there 
WIllI not a won! of truth in the report. During the firing, one of the halyanls W88 shot 
away, and the ftag dropped down, in consequeuce, a few feet. The rope caught in the 
atalfand conld not be reached. 80 that the ftagconld neither be lowered nor hoisted; and, 
aid the ~or. • God .Almifhty ftCIiletlllltU jI4g to tIN mall, a. I t:OJI,l/l taoe lui. lowerttl 
it if I luul tried.' .. 

Digitized by Goog I~ _ 



442 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE 

waved it out of the port-hole; but he soon abandoned the perilons 
duty, exclaiming, C'I won't hold that flag, for they don't respect it. 
They are firing at it." Wigfall replied, impatiently, "They fired at 
me two or three times, and I stood it; I should think you might stand 
it once." Turning to Lieutenant Davis, he said, "If you will show a 
white flag from your ramparts, they will cease firing." "It shall be 
done," said Davis," if you request it for that purpose, and that alone 
of holding a conference with Major Anderson." 

Major Anderson, with Lieutenant Snyder and Assistant-Surgeon 
Crawford, had in the mean time passed out of the sally-port to meet 
Wigfall He was not there, 80 they returned, and just as Lieutenant 
Davis had agreed to display a white flag, they came up. Wigfall said 
to Major Anderson, "I come from General Beauregard, who wishes 
to stop this, sir." "Well, sir I" said Anderson, rising upon bis toes, 
and settling firmly upon his heels, as he looked him in the face, with 
sharp inquiry. "You have defended your flag nobly, sir," continued 
Wigfall "You have done all that can be done, sir. Your fort is on 
fire. Let us stop this. Upon what terms will you evacuate the fort, 
sir? " Anderson replied, "General Beauregard already knows the 
terms upon which I will evacuate this fort, sir. Instead of noon on 
the 15th, I will go now." "I understand you to say," said Wigfall, 
eagerly, "that you will evacuate this fort now, sir, upon the same 
terms proposed to you by General Beauregard?" Anderson answered, 
"Yes, sir, upon those terms only, sir." "Then," said Wigfall, inquir­
ingly, "the fort is to be ours?" "Yes, sir, upon those conditions," 
answered Anderson. "Then I will return to General Beauregard," 
said Wigfall, and immediately left. 1 Believing what had been said to 
him to be true, Major Anderson allowed a white flag to be raised over 
the fort. At a little before ten o'clock, Colonels Chesnut, Pryor, 
Miles, and Captain Lee, went over from General Beauregard, who was 
at Fort Moultrie, to inquire the meaning of the white flag. When in­
formed of the visit of Wigfall, they exchanged significant glances and 
smiles, and Colonel Chesnut frankly informed Major Anderson that 
the Texan militia general had not seen Beauregard for the last two 
days. Wishing to secure for himself the honor of procuring the sur­
render of Fort Sumter, Wigfall had, by misrepresentations, obtained 
leave from the rebel commander on Morris Island to go to the fort 
with a white flag in his hand and a falsehood on his lips. .Assured of 

1 This account of Wigfall's adventure is from Lossing's • Civil War,' vol. i. pp. 8~27. 
l[r. Lossing derived it from the written statements of Captain Seymour, Surpon Claw­
ford, and Private Thompson, and the verbal statements of Major Anderson. 
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Wigfall's mendacity, Anderson said to the new deputation, "That 
white flag shall come down immediately." They begged him to leave 
matters as they were until they could see General Beauregard. He 
did so, and the firing ceased. At two P.M., the Pocahontas joined the 
relief fleet outside, and at half-past two the flag of Sumter was shot 
away and not raised again. 

During the afternoon and early evening, several deputations from 
General Beauregard visited Major Anderson, endeavoring to obtain 
better terms than he had proposed; but he was firm. They offered 
assistance in extinguishing the flames in Sumter. He declined it, 
regarding it as an adroit method of asking him to surrender, which he 
had resolved never to do. Finally, between seven and eight o'clock 
in the evening, Major D. R. Jones, accompanied by Colonels Miles 
and Pryor, and Captain Hartstene, formerly of our navy, arrived at 
the fort with a letter from Beauregard, containing an agreement for 
the evacuation of the fort, according to Anderson's terms; namely, the 
departure of the garrison, with company arms and property, and all 
private property, and the privilege of saluting and retaining his flag. 
Anderson accepted the agreement, and detailed Lieutenant Snyder to 
accompany Captain Hartstene to the relief squadron, outside, to make 
arrangements for the departure of the garrison. A part of that night 
the defenders of Fort Sumter enjoyed undisturbed repose. Not one 
of their nu~ber had been killed or seriously wounded in that thirty-' 
six hour bombardment, during which over three thousand shot and 
shell were hurled at the fort. The same extraordinary immunity 
from casualty was claimed by the rebels; and it is said the only 
living thing killed in the conflict was a fine horse belonging to Gen­
eral Dunnovant, which had been hitched to Fort Moultrie. It was too 
extraordinary for ready belief, and for a long time there was doubt about 
the matter, at home and abroad: testimony shows that it was true. 

A fortnight later, a correspondent of' Vanity Fair' sung in the 
following strain:-

" So, to ma.ke the story short, 
The traitors took the fort, 
After thirty hours' sport 

With their balls; 
But the vietory is not theirs, 
Though their brazen banner JIares 

From its walls. 

" It were better they should dare 
The lion in his lair, 
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Or defy the grizzly bear 
In his den, 

Than to wake the fearful err 
That is raising up on high 

From our mlln. 

"To our banner we are clinging, 
And a BOng we are singing, 
Whose chorus is ringing 

From each mouth; 
'Tis the old constitution, 
And a stem retribution to the South." 

The news soon spread in Charleston. Governor Pickens, who had 
watched the bombardment all Saturday morning with a telescope, in 
the evening addressed the excited populace from the balcony of the 
Charleston Hotel U Thank God I" he exclaimed," the war is open, 
and we will conquer or perish. We have humbled the flag of the 
United States. I can say to you, it is the first time in the history of 
this country that the stars and stripes have been humbled That 
proud flag was never lowered before to any nation on the earth. We 
have lowered it in humility before the palmetto and Confederate flags; 
and we have compelled them to raise by their side the white flag, and 
ask for an honorable surrender. The flag of the United States has 
triumphed for seventy years; but to-day, the 13th of April, it has been 
humbled, and humbled before the glorious little State of South Carolina." 

The populace were wild with delight, and indulged in a satur­
nalia of excitement in the rebellious city. 

The next morning being Sunday, the fall of Sumter was commem­
orated in the Charleston churches. The venerable bishop of the 
diocese, Thomas Frederic Davis, D.D., wholly blind, and physically 
feeble, "was led by the rector to the sacred desk" in old St. Phillip's 
Church, and addressed the people with a few stirring words. He 
said, " Your boys and mine were there, and it was right they should 
be there." He declared it to be his belief that the contest had been 
begun by the South Carolinians" in the deepest conviction of duty to 
God, and after laying their cause before God, and God had most sig­
nally blest their dependence on Him." Bishop Lynd, of the Roman 
Catholic Church, spoke eXUltingly of the result of the conflict, and a 
Te Deum was chanted in the Cathedral of St. John and St. Finbar,l 
where he was officiating. 

1 At Richmond, VL, there was great rejoicing over the Call or Sumter; one hundred 
guns were fired. Confederate ftap were everywhere diaplayed, while music and illumina-
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On Sunday morning, April 14, 1861, long before dawn, Major 
Anderson and his command made preparations for leaving the fort. 
These were completed at an early hour. Lieutenant Snyder and Cap­
tain Hartstene now returned, accompanied by Commander Gillis, 
commanding the Pocahontas; and about the same time the steamer 
Isabel, provided by the military authorities of Charleston for carrying 
the garrison out to the Baltic, approached the fort. 

When every thing was in readiness, the battle-tom flag, which had 
been unfurled over Fort Sumter four months before, with prayers for 
the protection of those beneath it, was raised above the ramparts, and 
the cannon commenced saluting it. It was Major Anderson's inten­
tion to fire one hundred guns, but only fifty were discharged, be­
cause of a sad accident. Some fixed ammunition near the gun was 
ignited, and the explosion instantly killed Private David Hough~ mor­
tally wounded Private Edward Gallway, and injured several others. 
The 'Palmetto Guard: sent over from Morris Island, with the venera­
ble Edmund Ruffin as its color-bearer, entered the fort when the salute 
was ended, and after the garrison had departed, and buried the dead 
soldier with military honors. 

At the close of the salute, when the flag was lowered, the garrison, 
in full dress, left the fort and embarked on the Isabel, the band play­
ing • Yankee Doodle.' When Major Anderson left the sally-port, it 
struck up 'Hail to the Chief.' The last to retire was the surgeon, 
who attended the poor wounded soldiers as long as possible. Soon 
afterward a party from Charleston, composed of Governor Pickens 
and suite, General Beauregard and his aids, and several distinguished 
citizens, went to Fort Sumter in a steamer, took formal possession of 
it, and raised the Confederate and palmetto flags. It was evacuated, 
Dot surrendered.1 The sovereignty of the republic symbolized by the 
tions were the o~r of the evening. Governor Letcher was aerenaded, and addreaaed the 
people. - Corrupo7Idelit New York Herald, April 14. 

1 The night after the evacuation of Fort Sumter, Jefferson Davis and his cabinet were 
aerenaded at Montgomery; and bis secretary of war, L. P. Walker, of Alabama, uttered 
these words: .. No man could tell where the war commenced this day would end, but he 
would prophesy that the flag which now flaunts the breeze here would Jloat over the dome 
of the oM Capitol at Washington before the 1st of May:' 

In 1860, before the passage of the ordinance of secession by South Carolina, Captain 
Edwanl Mills, of the bark Jones, of the Palmetto line of packets, raised a palmetto 
flag at his masthead in New York harbor; the veasel WIllI mobbed, but he dill not 
atrike the flag. On his return to South Carolina, a palmetto cane was presented him by 
members of the Palmetto Guard, and he in tum transferred to them this the first disloyal 
Jlag hoistl.>d in the struggle. At the siege of Sumter it marked their parade-ground, and 
was used in tmce-boat.., and after the surrender was the first flag raised on its Walla. It 
is still owned by the Palmetto Guards. Time and expoeure have dimmed its Instre. The 
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flag had not been yielded up. That flag had been lowered, but not 
given up; dishonored, but not captured. It was borne away by the 
gallant commander, with a resolution to raise it 8.ooain over the bat­
tered fortress, or be wrapped in it as his winding-sheet at last. Pre­
cisely on the anniversary of that day, - after four years of civil war,­
Major Anderson, then a major-general in the army of the United 
States, again raised this tattered flag over the ruins of Fort Sumter, 
whose walls had been shaken and crumbled by the Union batteries 
arrayed 8.ooainst it. 

The Isabel lay under the walls of the fort, waiting a favoring tide, 
until Monday morning, when she conveyed the garrison to the Baltic. 
T1l.tir late opponents, impressed witlt tM gallantry o/IMir defence, stood 
on. tM btm.h wiik uncovered ktad8, as a to~n 0/ tll.tir respect, as tM vessel 
pa.ssd. When all the garrison were on board the Baltic, the precious 
flag for which they had fought so gallantly was raised to the mast­
head and saluted with cheers and by the guns of the other vessels of 
the relief squadron. It was 8.ooain raised when the Baltic entered the 
harbor of New York on the 18th, and was greeted by salutes from the 
forts and the plaudits of thousands of welcoming spectators.l Oft' 

field of the flag is white, with a green palmetto-tree in the centre, and a red star in the 
upper comer near the staft - CharkMoo. (S. C.) Ntu: •• 

1 A correspondent of the • Army and Navy Journal,' who wrote from Philadelphia, 
Nov. 21, 1863, over the signature' C.,' says that with the boat's crew that was taken in 
the unsuccessful assault upon Fort Sumter a flag was captured, which Beaureganl and 
his confederates received with unstilled bursts of joy, supposing it to be the flag which 
Major Anderson lowered with a salute when he was obliged to eVlLCuate the fort, and that 
it had been carried by the storming party to rehoist in triumph where it fOrDlerly waved. 
• C.' [probably Surgeon Crawford) says, .. When Anderson's flag was lowered at Fort Sum­
ter, our Spartan seventy determined to cut it into pieces, and keep the Rhreds as mementos 
of their martyrdom. One of Anderson's principal officers, who is now a general, was at 
my house just after his return Crom Sumter; and lIS a great favor, after telling the story, 
gave me a little scrap of his precious piece, which lies before me as I write." II There 
JIllLy be," he adds, II and usually are, two flags lit II Cort : one Cor fair wcather and one for 
storms; but only olle flag WIIS hoisted during the bombardment; only one braved the 
battle and the breeze; only one can claim to be llte /lag of Fort Sumter. That flog exists 
only in the little carefully hoarded bits of bunting, and in the aft'ections of all loyal 
Americans," -Army allti }tavy Journal, Nov. 28, 1863. 

Another correspondent, • H.,' dating from Washington, Dec. 1,1863, says, II I hove in 
my possession a well-worn lliece of bunting, which was presented to me with the following 
letter: • This is a piece of the original Fort Sumter flllg flying at the time of the bombard­
Dlent, in April, 1861. It was presented by General Anuerson to Major-General Sumner, 
who carried it through the Peninsular campaign, lind lit the battle or Antietam aud South 
)[ountain, lIS his head-quarters flog. On his leaving the anny of the Potomac it was ob­
tained by II friend of mine, from whom I procured this piece.' Perhaps this was from flog 
No. 2, to which your correspondent (e'.1 refers." -Army and NallY JOllrnnl, Dec. 5, 1863. 

Another correspondent, who signa himself' B.,' Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 7, 1863, says, 
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Sandy Hook, Major Anderson wrote the following brief despatch to 
the Secretary of War: -

.. Having defended Fort Sumter fOT thirty-four hours, until the 
quarters were entirely burned, the main gates destroyed by fire, the 
gorge wall seriously injured, the magazine surrounded by flames, and 
its doors closed from the effects of heat, four barrels and four cartridges 
of powder only being available, and no provisions but pork remaining, 
I accepted terms of evacuation offered by General Beauregard, being 
the same offered by him on the 11th inst., prior to the commencement 
of hostilities, and marched out of the fort, Sunday afternoon, the 14th 
inst., with colors flying and drums beating, bringing away company 
and private property, and saluting my flag with fifty guns." 

A month later (May 14, 1861), Major Anderson was honored by 
the President of the United States with the commission of a brigadier­
general in appreciation of his distinguished services, and at the request 
of leading Kentuckians was appointed to a command in that State. 
His terrible experience in Fort Snmter had, however, so prostrated his 
nervous system, that he was compelled to abandon active service. He 
was placed upon the retired list in the autumn of 1863, and the fol­
lowing year was brevetted major-general. 

.After the war, General Anderson removed with his family to Europe, 
where he died, at Nice, October, 1871. His remains arrived at Fortress 
Monroe, Va., Feb. 4,1872, in the steam frigate Guerriere, and were 
conveyed to New York, and finally, with the battle-flag of Sumter 
waving over them, reached their last and appropriate resting-place at 
West Point, April 3, 1872.' 

On Saturday, the 18th of February, 1865, precisely four years after 
the inauguration of Jefferson Davis at Montgomery as .. Provisional 

II I wonld like to state that I have in my possession a piece of the flag, pre!lented to me by 
the General himself, with the following indorsement: • In compliance with the request 
eontained in Mr. -'s note, of - inst., General Anderson takes pleasure in sending 
him a stn.'lll piece of the Fort Sumter flag.'" 

Still another correspondent, 'S: [General TrulllAl1 Seymour), dating from Folly Island, 
8. C., Dec. 3, 1863, says, • C: is certainly in error, arising, doubtless, from a inisunder­
standing of the information given; "shreds were certainly cut Crom the flag as most 
precious memorials, but they were only shreds, and did not materially atrect its sue or 
condition. Arter being lowered at Sumter, the flag was hoisted on the Baltic, which 
steamer transCerred Anderson and his command to the North: it was displayed at the 
great demonstration in Union Square soon afterwards, and is now aafely deposited in New 
York." -Army and Navy Journal, Dec. 19, 1863. 

II Dr. Etta Paine, a feminine Burgeon, who did service during the war, displayed 
from her window in Westerly, on Decoration Day, the shot-riddled flag from Sumter which 
llajor Anderson had given her, and received a serenade from a patriotic bando" - New 
York TribU7Ul, June 12, 1875. 
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President of the Southern Confederacy," the first warlike act which 
followed that assumption was avenged at the- place where the flag of 
the United States was lowered by its own soldiers to the maddened 
instruments of the Rebellion. About the same hour that the flag floated 
over the capitol at Montgomery in rejoicing at the birth of a new po­
litical monster, the stars and stripes were re-raised over the first of 
"the forts and places captured by actual warfare. There was some­
thing very significant in this coincidence. Four years before, the Re­
bellion 'had commenced its cruel experiment in pride, confidence, and 
defiance. The dearest spot in all its territories, the retention of which 
was its highest hope and effort, was the pestilential city in which the 
idea of secession and ruin had been nursed for thirty years, and from 
which the frenzy stole out like malaria, until it enveloped the whole 
South."1 

There has been considerable dispute as to who is entitled to the 
honor of first re-raising the stars and stripes over Fort Sumter after 
its evacuation. Lieutenant-Colonel A. G. Bennett, Twenty-first United 
States Colored Troop, commanding at Morris Island, in his official re­
port, says: .. On the morning of the 18th of February, I received infor­
mation that led me to believe the lines and defences guarding the 
city of Charleston had been deserted by the enemy. . . . I directed 
Major Hennessy to proceed to Fort Sumter, and there replace our flag. 
The flag was replaced over the southeast angle of Fort Sumter at nine 
A.M." The troops were conveyed to the fort, according to one account, 
by the steamer W. W. Coit, General Gillmore's staff-boat, and the flag 
from her masthead was hoisted over the fort in the place of the' stars 
and bars.' The honor of hoisting the flag has been claimed for Major 
Hennessy, Lieutenant Bean, of the Fifty-second Pennsylvania Volun­
teers, Captain R W. Bannatyne, of the same regiment, and Captain 
Henry M. Bragg, aid-de-camp to General Gillmore. Another account 
states that an oar and a boat-hook, lashed together, furnished an im­
promptu flag-staff. According to still another account, the honor be­
longs to the navy; and the first cutter of the United States monitor 
Catskill, distancing a boat from another U oited States steamer, carry­
ing Lieutenant Charles W. Tracy, Surgeon Coles, Third Assistant­
Engineer Henry M. Test, and two sailors, landed at Fort Sumter 
about eight A.M. on the morning of evacuation, and planted a pole 
they brought with them, and raised the first flag on the battered fort. 
They did not see a flag flying when approaching the fort, nor after 
they landed. 

1 New York Tribune, Wedneaday, Feb. H,1865. 
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After their return to the Catskill, a second boat put oft' from the 
steamer to visit Fort Moultrie at half-past nine A.M.l 

Dr. Kauffman, assistant-surgeon of the Fifty-second Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, states that Major Hennessy went to Fort Sumter at seven 
A.M. in a pontoon-boat, that thirteen rebels surrendered to him; and' 
that another small detachment of the Third Rhode Island Artillery, 
nnder command of Lieutenant John Hackett, went in a pontoon-boat, 
and took possession of Moultrie and what was left of battery • Bee ;' 
and that detachments of the Fifty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers 
occupied Castle Pinckney, the citadel, Fort Johnson, and the public 
buildings.s 

On the anniversary of the evacuation of Fort Sumter, four years 
before, and a few weeks after the fall of Charleston, the Union flag. 
borne away by Major Anderson, which had been preserved in the 
vaults of the Metropolitan Bank, New York, was, by the President's 
appointment, again flung to the breeze over that fortress, which, from 
the bombardments it had received from both parties, was reduced to a 
heap of ruins. . 

The following are the official orders, directing the re-raising of • our 
6ag' over its battered rampart:-

"WAR DEPARTKENT, AD.nrrANT-GENERAL'S OPnc, 
"WASHINGTON, March 27,1865. 

"GENERAL ORDERS, No. 50. Ordered, fir.,' That at the hour of noon, on 
the 14th day of April, 1865, Brevet Major-General Anderson will raise and 
plant npon the mins of Fort Sumter, in Charleston harbor, the same United 
States flag that floated over the battlements of that fort during the rebel 
assault, and which was lowered and saluted by him and the small force of 
his command when the works were evacuated on the 14th day of April, 1861. 

II Second, That the flag, when raised, be saluted by ~ne hundred guns from 

1 Philadelphia Times, Feb. 21, March 2, and March 17, 1879. 
I The Confederate battle-Bag, which had waved over the battlements of Sumter dur­

ing its liege and bombardment by the Union forces, is now in the poasession of the Wash· 
ington Light Infantry, of Charleston, S. C., and bears the following inscription:-

"THI8 BATl"LE FLAG, 

Consecrated by the lire-blood of many gallant soldiers, floated over 
FORT St1lITER, 

~or Hugaeroie commanding, from 20th July, 186., to 19th February, 1865, 
During which period occurred the sixty day-and-night bombardment, 

The heaviest and most continuoUi fire made 
on a lingle fort during the war:' 

There are rents in the flag indieeting ten shot-holes, and only nine stars ont of thir­
teen are shown now. It is stained and much faded. It wu taken down pNviona tct the 
evllC1lation of the fort. 
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Fort Sumter, and by a national salute from every fort and rebel battery that 
fired upon Fort Sumter. 

" Third, That suitable ceremonies be had upon the occasion, under the 
direction of Major-General. William T. Sherman, whose military opemtiona 
compelled the rebels to evacuate Charleston, or, in his absence, under the 
charge of Major-General. Q. A. Gillmore, commanding the department. 
Among the ceremonies will be the delivery of a public address by the Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher . 

.. Fourtk, That the naval forces at Charleston, and their commander on 
that station, be invited to participate in the ceremonies of the occasion • 

.. By order of the President of the United States. 
"EDWIN M. STANTON, 

.. Official: 
.. Secretary 0/ War • 

"E. D. TOWNSEND, 
" .AWta7lt .A4;ut471t-Geneml." 

In response to the invitations extended by the President and Secre­
tary of War, Rear-Admiral Dahlgren issued the following order:-

.. FLAGSHIP PHILADELPHIA, 

"CBAItLESTON HARBOR, S. c., April 5, 1865. 

.. GENERAL ORDERS, No. 32. By order of his Excellency President Lin­
coln, the flag of the Union that was hauled down at Fort Sumter on the 14th 
of April, 1861, is to be restored to its place by Major-General. Anderson on 
the next anniversary of that event. 

" The naval forces at Charleston, and myself, are invited to participate. 
.. Confonuably to the above, the United States vessels Pawnee, Tusca­

rora, Sonoma, Passaic, Kaatskill, Adams, and such others as can be spared 
will take position, as hereafter directed, near Fort Sumter, by six o'clock 
the morning of the 14th • 

.. As soon as the ceremony begins in the fort, each vessel will dress full in 
colors. 

"When the flag is hoisted on Sumter, each vessel will man yards, or rig­
ging if without yards, and give three cheers; then lay in and down; which, 
having been done, each vessel will fire a salute of one hundred guns, begin­
ning with the senior ship's first gun, and not contiuuing after her last gun • 

.. A body of seamen and marines will be landed, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Commander Williams, who is the only officer present of those 
who led the assault on Sumter which I ordered Sept. 9,1863, and will there­
fore represent the officers and men of that column.1 

1 Commander E. P. Williams was drowned while in command of the United States 
steam-ship Oneida, when that V8IIIel was 81Ulk in Yedo .y, Japan, by collision with the 
English steam-packet Bombay. 
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"The various details will be regulated by Fleet Captain Bradford. 
" All the officers of the squadron who can be spared from duty are invited· 

to be present, and to accompany me to the fort on that occasion. 
"JOHN A. DAHLGREN, 

" O~mmandi"1l South .Atlantic BlocJ.:ading Squadron." 

Pertinent to the occasion is the following order, issued by the brig­
allier in command at Wilmington, N. C.:-

II HEAD-QUilTBlI8, DISTRICT OF WILKINGTOlf, 

.. WILIUNGTON, N. C., April 11, 1865. 

"Three years ago this day, a portion of the troops of this command took 
possession of Fort Pulaski. Here, also, are men who were engaged in the 
capture of Forts Wagner and Fisher, and the siege of Sumter. To them the 
brigadier-general commanding takes great pleasure in publishing the follow­
ing despatch received by him from Major-General Schofield, commanding the 
department: -

"It having been reported at their head-quarters that a salute of one hun­
dred guns was fired at Wilmington on the 14th of April, 1861, in honor of 
the fall of Fort Sumter, the commanding general directs that you will cause 
a salute of one hundred guns to be fired on the 14,th of the present month, 
from rebel guns and with rebel ammunition, in honor of the restoration of 
the stars and stripes over the same fort. 

"Captain A. C. Harvey is charged with the execution of the order, and 
he will consult with Lieutenant R. Williams, depot ordinance. officer, as to 
the selection of guns and ammunition. 

II E. LEWI8 MOORE, 
.. By order of Brigadier-General HAWLEY. 

II Captain and .A. • .A.. G." 

Though the day coincided with Good Friday, it could not change 
the official date of the event commemorated, nor was the celebration 
discordant with the religious meditations Good Friday provokes in the 
minds of so many Christians. 

A large number of citizens went from New York in the steamers 
Arago and Oceanus to assist in the ceremonies. Colonel Stewart L 
Woodford, of the One Hundredth and Twenty-seventh New York 
Regiment, who, on the evacuation of Charleston, was appointed its 
military governor, had charge of the exercises at the fort. When 
the multitude was assembled around the flag-staff, William B. Brad­
bury led it in singing his song of 'Victory at Last,' followed by 
'Rally Round the Flag, Boys.' The Rev. Matthew Harris, chap­
lain United States army, who made the prayer, Dec. 27, 1860, at 
the raising of the flag over Sumter, now offered an introductory 
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prayer, and pronounced a blessing on the old flag. Dr. R S. Storrs, 
of Brooklyn, read selections from the Psalms. Then General Town­
send, assistant adjutant-general of the United States army, read 
Major Anderson's despatch of April 18, 1861, announcing the fall 
of Sumter. This was followed by the appearance of Sergeant Hart 
with a bag containing the precious old flag. It was attached to the 
halyards, when General Anderson, after a brief and touching address, 
hoisted it to the head of the flag-staff amid loud huzzas, which were 
followed by singing the 'Star-Spangled Banner.' Then six guns on 
the fort opened their loud voices, and were responded to by all the 

RepoueealOD of Fort Sumter. 

guns from all the batteries 
around which took part in 
the bombardment of the fort 
in 1861. When all became 
silent, the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher, the orator chosen for 
the occasion, pronounced an 
eloquent address. A benedic­

tion closed the ceremonies, and thus Fort Sumter was formally repos­
sessed by the government. 

LOYAL FLAG-RAISINGS, FOLLOWING THE FALL OF FORT 
SUMTER, 1861. 

"Let the flag of our country wave from the spire of every church in the land, with 
nothing above it but the cross of Christ." - &11. B. A. Allder-. 

"Oh, raise that glorious ensign high, 
And let the nations see 

The flag for which our fathers fought 
To make our country free t 

" From every hill, in every vale, 
Where freemen tread the sod, 

And from the spires where freemen meet 
For prayer and praise to God, -

Unfurl the flag beneath but this, 
The cross of Calvary! " - W. 

The fall of Sumter created great enthusiasm throughout the loyal 
States, for the flag had come to have a new and strange significance. 
The heart of the nation swelled to avenge the insult cast by traitors on 
its glorious flag. It is said that even laborers wept in the streets for 
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the degradation of their country. One cry was raised, drowning all 
other voices, - c. War! war to restore the Union! war to avenge the 
1Iag!" 1 

When the stars and stripes went down at Sumter, they went up in 
every town and county in the loyal States. Every city, town, and 
village suddenly blossomed with banners. On forts and ships, from 
church-spires and flag-staffs, from colleges, hotels, store-fronts, and pri­
vate balconies, from public edifices, everywhere the old flag was flung 
out, and everywhere it was hailed with enthusiasm; for its prose 
became poetry, and there was seen in it a sacred' value which it had 
never before possessed.' "Woe betide the unfortunate householder," 
said a correspondent to the C Charleston News,' 8 "where colors are 
wanting when called for. Every window-shutter is tied with the 
inevitable red, white, and blue, and dogs, even, are wrapped in the 
star-spangled banner. There is hardly a house in Philadelphia from 
which the triune colors are not now floating." 

The demand for fl&o"B was so great that the manufacturers could 
not furnish them fast enough. Bunting was exhausted, and recourse 
was had to all sorts of substitutes. In New York the demand for 
flags raised the price of bunting from four dollars seventy-five cents 
a piece to twenty-eight dollars, and book-muslin, used for the stars, 
usually worth six to ten cents, was sold for three dollars a yard. 
wyal women wore miniature banners in their bonnets, and blended 
the colors with almost every' article of dress; and men carried the 
emblem on breaat-pins and countless other devices. The patchwork 
of red, white, and blue, which had flaunted in their faces for genera­
tions without exciting much emotion, in a single day stirred the pulses 
of the people to battle, and became the inspiration of national effort. 
All at once the dear old flag meant the Declaration of Independence; 
it meant Lexington; it meant Bunker Hill and Saratoga (although 
only in the last-named battle had it been used); it meant freedom; 
it meant the honor and life of the republic; and a great crop of splen­
did banners came with the spring roses. Tens of thousands of youths 
donned the blue at the call of the President, and advanced in line of 
battle, impelled not more by a conscious hatred of treason, than by 
the wonderful glory that had been kindled in the flag.' The Presi­
dent's proclamation calling for seventy-five thousand men to rally to 

1 story or the American war. 
S Morris amI Crotret's • Military and Civil History of Connecticut,' 1861-65, p. 55. 
• Charleston News, May 3. 
t Military IUld Civil History of Connecticut, 1861-65. 
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the protection of the flag and the Union (certainly double the number 
that had ever been assembled at one time under our banner), was ad­
dressed to the governors of all the States on the receipt of the news. 
The answers from the slave States were intenns of treason, defiance, 
and contempt; the responses from the free States were unanimous, 
full, and complete, and so instantaneous that the proclamation seemed 
adopted by acclamation. Before a day had passed, more than twice 
the number called for was ready at his command 

The flag of the republic-how dear to those who were true to it they 
never knew t.ill then! - was raised on that Monday morning after 
Sumter, by spontaneous impulse, upon every staff which stood on loyal 
ground; and from the Lakes to the Potomac, from the shores of the 
Atlantic to the banks of the Mississippi, the eye could hardly turn 
without meeting the bright banner which symbolized in its -stripes 
the union and the initial struggle, and in its stars the growth and 
glory of the nation and government which the insurgents had banded 
together to destroy.1 

In a recent address, Major Lambert, who risked his life in defence 
of our flag, eloquently said: "The flag was dear to us, because it sym­
bolized the glories of our early history; but our interest was in its 
past association, rather than in its present promise or future hope. 

"Travellers told us of the high emotions awakened by the sight of 
the flag in foreign lands; but we scarcely realized their story. Now 
and then some brave deed beneath its folds, inspired by its presence, 
quickened our pulses, - as when the gallant little army in Mexico, 
over hard-fought fields, reached the capital, and planted the banner 
on the halls of the Montezumas, - but, after all, it was only a beau­
tiful emblem, to be displayed on national gala.-days, and then laid 
aside until their next recurrence. 

"Party lines divided 11S, and we believed our differences were too 
radical for us to be united upon any question of national importance. 
We were a plodding, prosaic people, proud of our past, anxious for 
the present, uncertain of the future. 

"When, lo! the shot on Sumter dispelled all doubt, dissipated all 
gloom, and transformed the nation. We trod a new earth, we breathed 
a purer air; a brighter heaven shone above us. The blood of our 
fathers coursed in our veins, and we knew it was for, us they had suf­
fered and died The flag was no longer a mere historic emblem, it 
was a living principle worthy of the costliest sacrifice. We were 
no longer Whigs, Democrats, Republicans, - we were citizens of a 

1 Harper's History of the Great Rebellion. 
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common country. We were living among heroes in a new heroic 
age." 1 

The following, one of many similar songs, shows the spirit of the 
times:-

"OUR STAR-OEMMED BANNER. 

H. E. T. 

"God bless oor star-gemmed banoer, shake its folds out to the breeze, 
From c.llUrch, from fort, from house-top, o'er the city on the seas; 
The die is cast, the storm at last has broken in its might; 
Unforl the starry banner, and may God defend the right! 

., T09 long our flag has sheltered rebel heart and stonny will; 
Too long has nursed the traitor who has worked to do it ill; 
That time is past, the thrilling blast of war is heard at length, 
And the North pours forth her legions that have slumbered in their strength. 

··They have roused them to the danger, armed and ready forth they stand, 
A hundred thousand volunteers, each with weapon in his hand i 
They rally round that banner, they obey their country's call; 
The spirit of the North is up, and thrilling one and all. 

., 'Tis the !lag our sires and grandsires honored to their latest breath, 
To us 'tis given to hold unstained, to guard in life and death; 
Time-houored. from its stately folds who has dared to strike a star 
That glittered on its :field of blue; - who but traitors, as they are • 

• , Would to God it waved abo\"e us with a foreign foe to quell, 
Not o'er brother faced to brother, urgiug steel and shot anllshell; 
But no more the choice is left us, Cor our friendly hand they spurn, 
We can only meet as foemen, - sad, but resolute and stern • 

.. Father, dash aside the tear-drop, let thy proud boy go his way; 
Mother, twine thine arms about him, and bless thy son this day; 
Sister, weep, but yet look proudly, 'tis a time to do or die; 
Maiden, clasp thy lover tenderly, as he whispers thee glloo-by. 

"Onward, onward to the battle, who ('.an doobt which side shall win I 
Right and might both guide our squadrons, and the steadfast hearts within i 
Shall the men who never quailed berore, now falter in the field; 
Or the men who Cought at Bunker Hill be ever lDade to yield' 

"Then bless our banner, God of hosts! wateh o'er each starry fold, 
'Tis Freedo~'s standard, tried and proved on many a field of old; 
And thou, who long hast blessed us, now bless us yet again, 
And crown our cause with victory, and keep our lIag rrolD stain." 

1 MoJor W. H. Lambert's Address before Post No.2, G. A. R., Philadelphia, Dec0-
ration Day, May 30, 1879. 
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Accounts of a few of the flag-raisings that followed the fall of Sum­
ter, found in the newspapers of the day, will convey an idea of this 
patriotic outburst of the people, and the loyalty and devotion which 
at once gathered around the chosen symbol of our Union. At Alida, 
in Illinois, the Republicans and Democrats, during the political cam­
paigu of 1860, had each erected their party flag-staff. When the 
news of the firing on Fort Sumter was received, by a common impulse 
the people cut down the partisan flag-staffs and spliced them together, 
and upon the new staff thus made hoisted the stars and stripes. 

In the month of ApriL 1861, many young ladies of New York, rel­
atives or friends of the men in the Seventh Regiment, ordered to 
the defence of the national capitaL subscribed for a large silk flag, 
which, in a few weeks after t.he departure of the regiment, they made 
with loving care and mounted and sent to Washington, where it was 
presented to the rebriment by General Thomas. 

Accompanying it was a roll, inscribed with the names of all who 
had subscribed to the flag, headed by a few lines of dedication:-

"lhdication 01(1 United Statu Flag Bent by LadieB 01 New York to tlle 
~h Begilnmt. 

"The Bag of our country, what higher assurance 
Of sympathy. honor, and trust could we senel f 
The crown of our Cathers' unHinching endurance, 
'Tis the emblem of all you have sworn to defend: 
Of frecclow and progress, with order combined, 
The cause of the Nation, uf God, and Manl"ncl." 

April 20, 1861. A monster meeting of men, of all political and 
religious creeds, gatllered around the statue of Washington in Union 
Square, New York, imbued with the sentiment of Jackson,-ccthe 
Union, it must and shall be preserved" Places of business were 
closed, that all might participate in its proceedings. It was estimated 
that at least one hundred thousand persons were in attendance during 
the afternoon. Four stands were erected at points equidistant around 
Union Square; and the soiled and tattered flag that Anderson brought 
away from Fort Sumter, mounted on a fragment of the staff, was 
placed in the hands of the equestrian statue of Washington. 

Hon. John A. Dix, a lifelong Democrat, and recently a member of 
Buchanan's cabinet, - whose • shoot bim on the spot' order will long 
be remembered, - presided at the principal stand, near the statue of 
Washington, and the HOIl. Hamilton Fish, since Secretary of State, 
Hon. William T. Havemeyer, and Hon. Moses H. Grinnell, presided 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 457 

at the other stands. The meeting was opened with a prayer by the 
venerable Gardner Spring, D.D. Senator Baker, of Oregon, after­
wards killed at Balls Bluff, in concluding his remarks, said: "Upon 
the wings of the lightning it goes out throughout the world that 
New York, by one hundred thousand of her people, declares to the 
country and to the world that she will sustain the government to 
the last dollar in her treasury, to the last drop of your blood. The 
national banners waving from ten thousand windows in your city 
to-day proclaim your affection and reverence for the Union." 

For many months after this great meeting, and others of its kind 
in the cities and villages of the land, the government had few obsta­
cles thrown in its way by political opponents; and the sword and the 
purse were placed at its disposal by the people, with a faith touch­
ingly sublime.} 

April 24, 1861. A thirty-foot flag was flung to the breeze from 
the store of A. Morton, 25 Maiden Lane. It was made by the family 
of the Hon. O. Newcomb, who volunteered their services, as the un­
precedented demand rendered it impossible for the manufacturers to 
get one up in less than ten days. Four generations assisted in its 
construction. One of the ladies, though but sixty-seven years of Roue, 
was a great-grandmother. As she plied the needle with her not in­
firm hands, tears fell copiously on the bunting as she recounted her 
vivid recollections of the war of 1812. The crowd assembled to wit­
ness the raising gave nine cheers for the stars and stripes, and nine 
more for the patriotic ladies who made the flag.2 

A sign-painter in New York raised an American flag over his door­
way, bearing the significant motto, • Colors warranted not to run.' 

Sunday, April 25. In nearly all the churches in New York City 
sermons were preached in reference to the war. Dr. Bethune took 
for his text, "In the name of God we hang out our banners." Dr. 
Osgood's text was, .. Lift up a standard to the people." In Dr. Bel­
lows's church the choir sang the • Star-Spangled Banner,' which was 
applauded by the audience. Major Anderson, with his wife, attended 
service at Trinity. In the Presbyterian Church, in Williamsburg, the 
• Star-Spangled Banner' was sung. 

April 27. The vestry of Grace Church, N ew York, desired that 
an American flag should wave from the apex of the spire of the church, 
at the height of two hundred and sixty feet. Several persons under-

I Lossing's Civil War and the Rebellion Record. A. Cull account or the meeting 
and speeches is in the • Record.' 

II New York Times, April 27. 
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took the dangerous feat, but, on mounting to the. highest window in 
the steeple, had not sufficient nerve. At last two young painters, named 
Q'Donnel and McLaughlin, decided to make the attempt. Getting 
out of the little diamond-shaped window about half-way up, they 
climbed the lightning-rod to the top. Here one of them fastened the 
pole securely to the cross, although quite a gale was blowing. The 
flag secured, the daring young man mounted the cross, and, taking off 
his hat, bowed to the immense crowd watching him from Broadway. 
As the flag floated out freely in the air, it was hailed with loud and 
repeated cheers.l "The historian of the day," said a paper which 
advocated secession,lI "will not fail to mention, for the edification of 
the men of future ages, the fact that the flag which was once the flag 
of our Union floats boldly to the breeze of heaven above the cross of 
Christ on Grace Church steeple." 

Eight days earlier (April 19), an American flag, forty by twenty 
feet, had been flung out upon a flag~taft' from a window in Trinity 
Church steeple at the head of Wall Street, New York, at a height of 
two hundred and forty feet. At its raising the chimes in the tower 
played • Yankee Doodle,' • Red, White, and Blue,' and other appropri­
ate airs, winding up with • All's Well.' 8 

April 23. Father Rapine, a priest of the Montrose Catholic Church 
at Williamsburg, with his own hands raised an American flag on the 
top of his church. Two thousand people, who had assembled, greeted 
the glorious emblem with cheer upon cheer as it waved majestically 
over the sacred edifice.' 

An Americau flag was raised upon the steeple of the North Dutch 
Church at New York, and nearly every church edifice and public 
building in the city was decorated in the same manner.6 

April 28. Dr. Weston, the chaplain of the Seventh New York 
Regiment, preached in the hall of the House of Representatives at 
Washington, with his desk tapestried with the American ftag. 

Dr. Bethune, at the raising of a flag over the University of New 
York, remarked: .. The bravery shown by the three hundred Spartans 
at the Pass of Thermopylre was well known, but there still was one 
coward among them. There was no coward among the men at Sum­
ter. He had been present where a gentleman remarked he regretted 
that the major had not blown up the fort. Major Anderson replied, 
it was better as it was. The ruined battlements and battle-scaned 
walls of Sumter would be an everlasting disgrace to South Carolina." 

1 New York Newa. I New York Commercial Advertiser. 
• New York Tribune. , New York Tribune. ' Comm8l'cial Advertiser. 
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. A flag-staft' with a flag was run out of a window over the portico 
of St. Paul's Church, Broadway, New York The enthusiasm of the 
crowd that assembled was immense. 

An American Bag was displayed from the tower of the First Baptist 
Church, Broome Street, New York, with appropriate ceremonies. A 
large concourse listened to stirring speeches from President Eaton, of 
Madison University, the Rev. Dr. Armitage, Rev. Mr. Webber, of 
Rochester, and others. 

Members of the Brown High School, of Newburyport, raised an 
American Bag near their school building in the presence of a large con­
course of citizens, and speeches were made by the Hon. Caleb Cushing 
and otherS. 

April 27. The Hon. Edward Everett delivered an eloquent speech 
at a Bag-raising in Chester Square, Boston. " We set up this standard," 
he said, "not as a matter of display, but as an expressive indication 
that, in the mighty struggle which has been forced upon us, we are of 
one heart and one mind, that the government of the country must be 
sustained. ... 

"Why is it," he continued, "that the Bag of the country, always 
honored, always beloved, is now at once worshipped, I may say, with 
the passionate homage of this whole people 1 Why does it float, as 
never before, not merely from arsenal and masthead, but from tower 
and steeple, from the public edifices, the temples of science, the private 
dwellings, in m~rrnificent display of miniature presentiment 1 Let \ 
Fort Sumter give the answer. When on this day fortnight, the 13th 
of April (a day for ever to be held in auspicious remembrance,like the 
diu allien8i8 in the annals of Rome), the tidings spread through the 
land that the standard of united America, the pledge of her union and 
the symbol of her power, for which so many gallant hearts had poured 
out their life's blood on the ocean and the land to uphold, had, in the 
harbor of Charleston, been for a day and a half the target of eleven 
fratricidal batteries, one deep, unanimous, spontaneous feeling shot 
with the tidings through the breasts of twenty millions of freemen, that 
its outraged honor must be vindicated." 1 

May 31. Three national flags were raised with loud cheerings over 
the principal buildings of the Ladies' Seminary at Bethlehem, and 
nearly two hundred young ladies joined in singing our national 
airs, after which the pupils, bearing flags and banners, paraded the 
town. 

Cincinnati, after the fall of Sumter, was fairly iridescent with the 

1 Boston Transcript. 
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red, white, and blue. From the point of the spire of the Roman Catho­
lic cathedral, two hundred and twenty-five feet in the air, Archbishop 
Purcell caused a well-proportioned national flag, ninety feet in length, 
to be unfurled with imposing ceremonies, which, wrote the archbishop 
to Mr. Lossing, "consisted of the hurrahs, the tears of hope and joy, 
the prayer for success from the blessing of God on our cause and army 
by our Catholic people and our fellow-citizens of all denominations, 
who saluted the flag with salvos of artillery. The flag was really 
ninety feet long, and broad in proportion. One of less dimensions 
would not have satisfied the enthusiasm of our people." 

The Queen City gave ample tokens that the mighty Northwest was 
fully aroused to the perils that threatened the republic, and was de­
termined to defend it at all hazards. l 

At Roxbury, Mass., a beautiful silk flag was presented by the ladies 
of the city to Captain Chamberlain's company, and a presentation ad­
dress was made by Rev. Dr. Putnam, of the Unitarian Church; after 
which the flag was placed in Captain Chamberlain's hands by a little 
girl tastefully dressed in white, trimmed with red and blue. The cap­
tain knelt as he received the flag, and responded briefly, with a voice 
choked with emotion.1 

May 1. Lieutenant Collier, of the United States Marines, attached 
to the steam-frigate Minnesota, raised the American flag on the steeple 
of the Old South Church, Boston, Mass. The following notice was 
published in the Boston moming papers:-

"NOTICE. - Our national flag will be given to the breeze to-day, at 
twelve o'clock, from the Old South Meeting House," &c. 

In accordance with this notice, a flag was thrown to the breeze from 
the tower of the Old South Meeting-house. A large collection of 
people witnessed the exercises. The windows of the church and the 
neighboring buildings were filled with ladies. A platform within the 
enclosure belonging to the society, overlooking the street, was occu­
pied by the standing committ.ee ot' the society and the pastors and 
officers of the church. Gilmore's band. stationed near the platform, 
gave' Hail Columbia: which was followed by 'Washington'S March.' 
Thousands having assembled at noon, George Homer. Esq .• of the 
standing committee. addressed the assembly. The Rev. Dr. Blagden, 
senior pastor of the society, then invoked the Divine blessing. At 
the conclusion of the prayer the flag was unfurled, amid the cheers of 
the crowd. The band saluted it, playing the 'Star-Spangled Banner.' 
The Rev. J. M. Manning. associate pastor, then addressed the crowd, 

1 Lossing's Civil War. I Boston Transcript. 
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and was followed, in conclusion, by the Rev. Dr. Blagden, who re­
ceived nine cheers at the conclusion of his address, when the meeting 
broke up, with nine cheers for the flag, and three for the standing 
'G'G lllll'" l'Al"A' ccf the Old South 1 

Revolutionary Cl,~C 'cc ,",A",'A 

ur%,h End, Boston, d 
recess, a small was brought 
of the pupils, noticing mud, 

among the children, in consequence of the appearance of the flag, rais­
ing it, said, " Boys, you may cheer the flag, if you wish to." Quick as 
thought, the boys, led by a smart little fellow of ten years, gave three 
rousing huzzahs, with a spirit which showed they were in earnest. At 
the afternoon session, several of the boys brought flags, which they 

their desks, the loyalty and uf 
Irish hearts. 
1861. A flag uhun a flag-staff 

Al"".m"", Mass. It was nm duwull Smith, Esq., 
and saluted of a cannon on 

hill, and the ' Star-Spangled Banner' by Flag's band, amid the cheers 
of the spectators.2 

The attack on Sumter caused a wonderful change of sentiment in 
Maryland. On the 1st of May, a 'star-spangled banner' ,vas raised, 
with great demonstrations of enthusiasm, over the post-office and cus-

c,t Baltimore, by newly appointed 
had been erezcMd portico of the 

Captain Frazicc,c cLecc-captain of FeHe 
which, as it dreeze, was !!rE~eteC{L 

lzpplause, waving eh,cers for the Union 
flag. The crowd then joined in singing the 'Star-Spangled Banner.' 3 

The authorities of Baltimore forbade the display of the American 
flag, but in many instances it was kept afloat, until tom down by the 
police. After several weeks of trouble and anxiety, the Union people 
prevailed, the rebel ensigns were secreted or destroyed, and the stars 

Hung to the brneen t,housand windowe 

HFnorican flag was Magarstown, 
Alleahann 

o " 
inoteucted its ret)reYlontntz 

Uniun 
th"t 

1 From II Exerciaes at a Co1l88Cration of the Flag of the Union by the Old South 
Society, in Boston, May 1, 1861." Boston: Printed by Alfred Mudge & Son, 34 School 
Street, 1861. 8vo. 

2 Boston Tnmscript. I New York Advertiser, May 1_ 
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if they voted for secession they would be hung on their retum home. 
The stars and stripes were hoisted over Frederick City. The Home 
Guard refused to parade, unless the stars and stripes were displayed to 
the tune of 'Yankee Doodle;' and at Clear Spring House our flag was 
hoisted, and the miners swore to resist secession to the death.! 

May 7. Reverdy Johnson addressed the Home Guard of Frederick, 
Md, upon the presenting to them a national flag from the ladies 
of that place. The population of the city was swelled by upwards of 
two thousand persons, who poured in from the surrounding towns and 
villages. Union badges and cockades were displayed in profusion, and 
the stars and stripes fluttered from forty different points. The speak­
ers' stand was draped with the national colors, and immediately 
surrounded by the Brengle Guard, a body of about three hundred re­
spectable citizens, principally aged and middle-aged men, organized 
for home protection and defence. Mr. Johnson concluded by saying, 
" Though not especially impulsive, I cannot imagine how an American 
eye can look llpon that standard without emotion. The twenty stars 
added to its first constellation tell its proud history, its mighty influ­
ence, and its unequalled career. The man who is dead to the influ­
ence of our national emblem is in mind a fool, or in heart a traitor. I 
need not commend it to your constant, vigilant care: that, I am sure, 
it will be ever your pride to give it. When, if ever, your hearts shall 
despond; when, if ever, you desire your patriotism to be specially 
animated, - throw it to the winds, gaze on its beautiful folds, remem­
ber the years and the fields over which, from '76 to the present time, 
it has been triumphantly borne; remember how it has consoled the 
dying and animated the survivor; remember that it served to kindle 
even a brighter flame, - the patriotic ardor of. Washington, - went 
with him through the struggles of the Revolution, consoled him in 
defeat, gave victory an additional charm, and his dying moments were 
consoled and cheered by the hope that it would float over a perpetual 
Union." 

Sept. 12, 1861. The anniversary of the battle of Baltimore was 
celebrated in that city with more than ordinary demonstration on 
the part of the loyal citizens. The national flag was displayed on the 
public buildings, 11Otels, and all the loyal newspaper offices, numerous 
private houses, shipping, &c., and the various camps. General Dix 
ordered salutes and dress parades, in honor of the day. The associa­
tion of old defenders made their usual parade with their old flag, 
which they have not yet deserted. A few secession sllOp-keepers 

1 N ew York Courier and Enquirer. 
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arranged their goods to indicate their Southem principles, by hang­
ing out rolls of red and white ftannel, or by displaying tw.'ee flannel 
shirts, - two red, with a white one in the centre. All this in 

"Maryland, my Maryland." 

At a mass meeting at Kingston, N. Y., held to sustain the gov­
ernment and defend the Union, Mr. J. B. Steele, in taking the 
chair, said: "It must never be supposed that the flag could be dese­
crated without touching the soul of every genuine American. No I 
whatever it must cost, the stars and stripes must wave." 1 Mr. West­
brook "laid aside party and political opinions and prejudices. He 
loved his party, but, thank God, he loved his country better. He 
wasn't going to stop to consider who was right or wrong, but, right or 
wrong, his country." He grasped the folds of the stars -and stripes, 
and said: It Let it be known that, in the nineteenth century, traitors' 
hands and traitors' hearts are found among. us to disgrace that flag 
which had been their shield and protection as well as his own. He 
asked God to record his vow to stand by, protect, and, if need be, di& 
for that flag." I 

At WashiDoaton our flag was hoisted over the Department of the 
Interior, and enthusiastically greeted by a dense mass of spectators, 
and by the Rhode Island regiment which was quartered in the build­
ing. The regiment was attended by Governor Sprague and suite, in 
full uniform. President Lincoln and Secretaries Seward and Smith 
were near the staff when the flag was raised, and, having saluted it, 
they were in tum cheered The regiment then returned to their 
quarters in the building, and sung 'Our Flag, it still Waves.'3 

Colonel Corcorau's regiment, the Sixty-ninth New York, on the­
occasion of transporting their flag-staff from Georgetown to Arlington 
Heights, celebrated the raising of the flag. A new song, by John 
Savage, called' The Starry Flag,' was sung, the chorus being rendered 
by the thirteen or fourteen hundred voices assembled Three cheers 
were then given for the author of the song.t 

May 26. The Fifth Regiment of Massachusetts, Colonel Lawrence, 
received orders to march over Long Bridge into Virginia, when it was 
discovered that they had only their State colors, not having received 
their national ensign. Several Msssachusetts gentlemen immediately 
began searching for one, and succeeded in purchasing from a Mr. 
Hemmock a fine cashmere flag, which had been made by the ladies 

.1 New York Tribune, September 13. 
I New York Post, May 3. 

I New York Tribune, April 20. 
, Nationallntel1igencer, May 8. 
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for his hoteL Securing a carriage, they overtook the regiment mid­
way on Long Bridge, when it was halted, and the flag presented by 
the committee to the coloneL The night was a ~utiful one j a full 
moon just mounting the eastern sky cast its silvery sheen over the 
rippling waters of the Potomac, and sparkled on the bayonets of a 
thousand muskets. Camp-fires and signal-lights dotted the river on 
both sides, making a picture of quiet beauty never to be forgotten.1 

At Bedford, Westchester County, N. Y., on the occasion of a flag­
raising, Senator Hall, Hon. John Jay, the Rev. Mr. Bogg, of the Epis­
copal Church, and ma.ny others, addressed the assembly.1 

At New York, Philadelphia, Trenton, and many other places the 
newspaper offices were compelled to display the American flag .• 

April 16. An excited populace assembled before the printing­
office of the' Palmetto Flag,' a small advertising sheet in Philadelphia, 
and threatened to demolish it. The proprietors displayed the Ameri­
can flag, and threw the objectionable papers from the window, also 
'The Stars and Stripes,' another paper printed in the saDie office, and 
restored the mob to good humor. The crowd then moved to the 
, Argus , office, and ordered that the flag should be displayed. 

After visiting the newspaper offices, the multitude marched up 
Market Street. At all points in their route haste was made to borrow, 
beg, or steal something red, white, and blue, to protect property with. 
Search was made for the publication rooms of the' Southern Monitor,' 
and its sign broken to pieces. 

Mayor Henry, when the 'Palmetto Flag' office was threatened, 
addressed the mob, and said: "By the grace of God, treason shall 
never rear its head or have foothold in Philadelphia. I call upon you, 
as American citizens, to stand by your flag and protect it at all hazards ; 
but, in doing so, remember the rights due your fellow-citizens and 
their private property. That flag" (hoisting the stars and stripes) "is 
the emblem of the government, and I call upon all who love their 
country and the flag to leave to the constituted authorities of the city 
the task of protecting the peace and preventing every act which could 
be construed into treason." t 

At Saybrook, Conn., a fine flag-staff was raised upon the spot 
which had given birth to the' Saybrook Platform,' and but a short 
distance from the old fort built by the first settlers of the place. 
Deacon Sill, ninety-one years of age, a colonel of the war of 1812-14, 
and the patriarch of the village, raised the flag. A prayer and ad-

1 National Intelligencer. 
• New York papelll, April HI. 

I New York Timea, April 27. 
, New York Tribune. 
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dresses were then made, the intervals being filled by national song8 
sung by a club from a neighboring village. In conclusion, the old 
men who were present made short and telling speeches.l 

May 30. An American flag was raised over the residence of 
Lieutenant-General Winfield Scott, at Elizabethtown, N. J., in the 
presence of five thousand people. The' Star-Spangled Banner' was 
sung, and the people joined in the chorus, producing a fine effect. 
Speeches were made, and received with great applause.1 

June 16. J. G. Morrison, Jr., and his friends, unfurled the star­
spangled banner on the Maryland abutments of the lately destroyed 
bridge at Harper's Ferry. The cherished symbol of the Union was 
hailed with delight by the people of Harper's Ferry, and particularly 
by the women, who flocked to the opposite bank, and saluted it by 
waving of handkerchiefs and other manifestations of joy.8 

At the raising of the stars and stripes over Andover Seminary, a 
hymn, written for the occasion by Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, was 
sung to the tune of ' America.' 

One of the most interesting and imposing ceremonies of the year 
was the flag-raising from the summit of Bunker's Hill monument, on 
the 17th day of June, the anniversary of the battle. The day was 
warm and pleasant, and a large concourse were assembled. At the 
base of the monument a stage was erected, on which were the officers 
of the association, the school children, the city authorities of Charles­
town, Governor Andrew and his staff, Colonel Fletcher Webster, of 
the Twelfth Regiment, and many other prominent citizens of the State. 
A band of music played national airs. The services were opened with 
prayer by the Rev. James B. Miles, after which a short address was 
made by Hon. George Washington Warren, introducing Governor 
Andrew, who was received with hearty cheers. The Governor's ad­
dress was brief, fervent, eloquent, and patriotic. After referring to 
the men of the Revolution who had sacrificed their lives for inde­
pendence, and made moist the soil of Bunker's Hill with their blood, 
he said:-

Ie It is one of the hallowed omens of the controversy of our time, that 
the men of Middlesex, the men of Charlestown, the men of Concord, 
of Lexington, of Acton, are all in the field in this contest. This day, 
this hour, reconsecrated by their deeds, are adding additional leaves to 
the beautiful chaplet which adorns the fair honor of good old Massa­
chusetts. Not unto me, not unto U8, let any praise be given. Let no 

1 New York Commercial, May 30. 
I Baltimore AmerieaD, JUDe 2f. 

80 

I Boston Advertiler, Kay 21. 
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tongue dare speak a eulogy for us, but reserve all the 10ye and grati·:.. 
tude that language can express for the patriotic sons of Massachusetts 
who are bearing our country's flag on the field of contest. 

"Obedient, therefore, to the request of this association, and to the 
impulse of my own heart, I spread aloft the ensign of the republic, 
testifying for ever, to the last generation of men, of the rights of man­
kind, and to constitutional liberty and law. Let it rise until it shall 
surmount the capital of the column; let it float on every wind, to 
every sea and every shore; from every hill-top let it wave, down every 
river let it run. Respected it shall be in Charlestown, Mass., and in 
Charleston, S. C., on the Mississippi as on the Penobscot, in New 
Orleans as in Cincinnati, in the Gulf of Mexico as on Lake Superior. 
and by France and England, now and for ever. Catch it, ye breezes. 
as it swings aloft; fan it, every wind that blows; clasp it in your 
arms, and let it ftoat for ever as the starry sign of liberty and union, 
now and for ever, one and inseparable!" 

The flag had been raised to the top of the flag-staff, forty feet above 
the summit of the monument, and two hundred and sixty feet from 
the ground, rolled up as the signal-flags are on board of a man-of-war. 
As Governor Andrew concluded, he pulled the rope, the knot was 
loosened, and the flag floated out on the breeze, amid the shouts of the 
assembled thousands. and the playing of the 'Star-Spangled Banner· 
by Gilmore's band. The' Star-Spangled Banner' was then sung by 
F. A. Hall, Esq., of Charlestown, the whole assemblage joining in the 
chorus, and the ladies taking. part with peculiar zest. 

The Governor then called for nine cheers for the glorious star-span­
gled banner, which were given with great heart, the ladies waving 
their handkerchiefs. 

When the excitement had somewhat subsided, the Governor came 
forward, and, in a few complimentary remarks, introduced Colonel 
Webster. The speech of this gentleman was brief and appropriate. 
His father had made the oration when the corner-stone of the monu­
ment was laid, and BolY8.in when the inonument was completed. Colo­
nel Webster said he well remembered the preliminary meetings of the 
committee selected to decide upon the size, character, design, and site 
of this monument. They met frequently at his father's hOllse. He 
could remember the appearance of most of them, - Colonel Thomas 
H. Perkins, William Sullivan, and Gilbert Stuart, the great painter, 
whose enormous block-tin snuff-box attracted his youthful attention. 

" As a boy, I was present at the laying of the corner-stone of this 
great obelisk under whose shadow we now are. Lafayette laid the 
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stone with appropriate and imposing masonic ceremonies. The vast 
procession, impatient of unavoidable delay, broke the line of march, 
and in a tumultuous' crowd rushed towards the orator's platform, and 
I was saved from being trampled under foot by the strong arm of Mr. 
George Sullivan, who lifted me on his shoulders, and shouting, 'Don't 
kill the orator's son!' bore me through the crowd, and placed me on 
the staging at my father's feet. I felt something embarrassed at that 
notice, as 1 do now at this unforeseen notice by his Excellency, but 1 
had no occasion to make an acknowledgment of it." He had also 
witnessed the ceremonies on the completion of the monument in the 
presence of many distinguished persons from all parts of the country, 
"some of whom," said Colonel Webster, "I regret to say, would hardly 
like to renew that visit, or recall that scene." "Within a few days 
after this 1 sailed for China, and I watched while light and eyesight 
lasted, till its lofty summit faded at last from view. 1 now stand 
~aain at its base, and renew once more, on this national altar, VOWI, 

not for the first time made, of devotion to my country, its constitution 
and union." 

He concluded as follows: "From this spot I take my departure, 
like the mariner commencing his voyage; and whenever my eyes close, 
they will be turned hitberward toward the north, and in whatever 
event, grateful will be the reftection that this monument still stands, 
still is gilded by the earliest beams of the rising sun, and that still 
departing day lingers and plays on its summit for ever." 

The services concluded with a benediction by the venerable Father 
Taylor. The ftag thus raised ftoated from its serene height during the 
entire war, until it was as respected in Charleston, S. C., as in Charles­
town, Mass. None who knew Colonel Webster can read his words on 
this occasion without recalling many pleasant memories connected 
with his name. It was his last utterance in public j for, before the 
close of the next year, he fell in Virginia, at the head of his regiment, 
in a desperate battle. His body was brought home to Massachusetts, 
and lay in state in Faneuil Hall a day, when it was taken to Marsh­
field and buried by the side of his illustrious father, and there it will 
remain for ever. I 

1 Sehower'a History or Massachusetts in the Civil War. 
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OUR FLAG IN SECESSIA. 

"Thank God! the struggle's over, peace reigns in all our land, 
United now 88 brothers for ever let us stand; 
One flag, one country,- Union, -no North, South, East, or West, 
Each vying with each other to do the very best; 
With millions of defenders to rally at its eall, 
'OLD GLORY' is an emblem that truthful speaks to all; 
We love to look upon it 88 it proudly floats on high, 
No star is darkly blotted, no stripe but of royal dye." 

B. Retul Wales. 

New Orleans there was a decided excitement before the fall of 
Sumter, by a flag being hoisted at the masthead of the ship Adelaide 
Bell (owned in New Hampshire), which the captain, more indiscreet 
than wise, proclaimed to be a black repUblican flag, defying anybody 
to pull it down. 

Intelligence of the exhibition and this defiance spread abroad, and 
the captain was waited upon and induced to lower the obnoxious 
bunting. The flag was the old stars and stripes, only the stripe below 
the union was red, while commonly the union rests on a white stripe. 
The captain denied the flag had any political significance, and stated 
it was presented to the ship seven years before, by Isaac Bell, of 
Mobile, for whose wife the ship was named. His statement was 
disbelieved, and the vigilant committee asserted that the flag WM 

known among sea-captains as the flag of the Northern repUblican 
States, and had been so recognized for three or four years. 

It would have eased the excitement of those gentlemen could they 
have been informed that in 1835, a quarter of a century before, flags 
with the union resting on the red stripe were made at the Norfolk 
Navy Yard for all the vessels of war equipped at that station, and for 
many years after. They were called by signal quartermasters "Nor­
folk war-flags," because the union rested on a red or war stripe. From 
1794 to 1818, when our flag had fifteen stripes, the union invariably 
was made to rest on the ninth, - a red stripe, - and under such flags 
all our battles of the war of 1812-14 were fought. 

The commercial code of signals published yearly in London under 
the authority of the British Board of Trade has, since 1859 and up to 
the present time, committed the same error. In the colored plate of the 
ensigns worn by merchant vessels of different nations in that code, the 
United States ensign is represented with three red and three white 
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stripes joining the vertical edges of the union, and the union resting 
on the fourth red stripe, instead of being made to rest on the fourth 
white stripe, - a singular error in a work of such high official standing. 

On the 22d of February, 1861, an American flag was hoisted at 
New Orleans in honor of the day, which is believed to have been the 
last Union banner raised there previous to Farragut's arrival oft'the 
city. As Mr. Richard Fairchild was proceeding down Front Levee 
Street, he saw a gentleman on that day raise a large American flag, 
on which was inscribed under two clasped hands the words, "United 
we stand, divided we fall." The announcement of this defiant act 
created great excitement, and a crowd of secessionists assembled in 
front of the St. Charles Hotel and proceeded in a body to the levee 
with the P111'p088 of taking down the flag. They fOllnd, however, hun­
dreds of determined men surrounding the flag-sta1f, all armed, many 
with rifles, with the avowed purpose of keeping the • old flag' flying 
on the birthday of the father of his country until night, when it was 
voluntarily taken down.l The flag was shown from the house of 
Cuthbert Bullitt, on Lafayette Square.' 

After New Orleans was captured, hotels, saloons, and stores were full 
of concealed rebels, who would have fiddled and danced over the mas­
sacre of Uniou men. At that time few American flags waved in New 
Orleans, and those only over military quarters; and it became necessary 
to issue an order for the display of the stars and stripes over places of 
public resort licensed by the provost-marshal The order was reluct­
antly complied with, and a few old flags waved from some of the hotels 
and theatres. But so vindictive and morose was the secesh feeling, that 
the managers of the theatres refused to permit the orchestra to play any 
of our national airs. A thrilling scene occurred one night when a call 
arose from a few Union men and United States officers in the theatre 
for the band to play , Hail Columbia' and the • Star-Spangled Banner.' 
The cowardly manager declined. It was then a single man arose in 
the boxes and cried out that the American national airs should be 
played, and called upon loyal men to second him. The house became 
at once a scene of fierce excitement. But the brave loyalist stood his 
ground. He demanded the • Star-Spangled Banner' and' Red, WlIite, 
and Blue' should be given, and the manager was forced to yield. 
That gallaut loyalist was Dr. A. P. Dostie, who, after the war, was 
murdered in New Orleans. 8 

The Union Association of New Orleans held their first public meet-

1 New York Sunday Dispatch. • Shermau.'sllemoirB, vol i. p. 163. 
• Banner or the Covenant, June Iii, 186L 
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ing in that city on the 3d of June, 1862, and resolved to rehoist the 
United States flag on the following Saturday. It was determined to 
appoint a committee of thirty-four to perform the duty; but the pres.­
ident of the association finding difficulty in selecting that number, 
volunteers were called for, and readily fOllnd. Six or seven of the 
thirty-four were intimidated by anonymous threatening letters, which 
were received by nearly every member of the committee; the others 
ascended to the top of the city hall and hoisted the flag. In 1866, 
this flag was sent to Washington, and by advice of General Butler 
was delivered to the Revenue Department of the Treasury. Secretary 
McCulloch wrote to Dr. James Ready, who had been charged with 
the duty of conveying the flag to the capital: .. I will carefully pre­
serve it as a memento of the great trial through which the nation haa 
safely and honorably passed, and of the loyalty of the gallant little 
-band who first gave it to the breeze. It will be preserved, not as a 
reminder of the triumph of one section of the country over another, 
but of the union over those who attempted to dismember it; not of a 
victory of the North over the South, but of constitutional liberty and 
repUblican institutions in the great struggle of the government for the 
maintenance of both." 

The Resfmatifm 0/ our Flag at Ntto OrUQ/n.&. - On the 26t11 of April, 
1862, Flag-Officer Farragut wrote to the Mayor of Ne\v Orleans, de­
manding "that the emblem of the 80vereignty of the United States 
be hoisted over the city hall, mint, and custom-house by meridian of 
this day, and all flags and other emblems of sovereignty, other than 
that of the United States, be removed from the public buildings by 
that hour." To this, the next day (Sunday, April 27), the mayor re­
plied: "The city is yours by the power of brutal force, not by my 
choice or the consent of its inhabitants. AB to hoisting any flag not 
of our own adoption and allegiance, let me say to you, that the man 
lives not in our midst whose hand and heart would not be paralyzed 
at the mere thought of such an act; nor could I find in my entire 
constituenoy so desperate and wretched a renegade as would dare to 
profane with his hand the sacred emblems of our aspirations." The 
substance of the mayor's meaning seemed to be, "Come on shore and 
hoist what flags you please; don't ask us to do your flag-raising." 1 

The commander of the fleet refused to confer further with the 
mayor; but with regard to the flag-hoisting, determined to take him 
at his word, and Captain H. W. Morris, whose ship (the Pensacola) 
lay oft' the mint, was ordered to hoist the flag of the United States 

1 Parton's' Butler at New Orleans, I .from which thia aecou.nt ia condensed. 
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upon that edifice. At eight A.M., the stars and stripes were floating 
over it, and the officer detailed to hoist them warned the bystanders 
that the guns of the Pensacola would certainly open fire upon the 
building if anyone should be seen molesting the flag. Without leav­
ing a guard to protect the flag, he returned· to his ship; but the howit.­
zers in the maintop of the Pensacola, loaded with grape, were aimed 
at the flag-staff, and the guard ordered to fire the moment anyone 
should attempt to haul down the 6ag. 

At eleven A.M., the crews of all the ships were assembled on deck 
for prayers, agreeably to the 6ag-officer's order," to render thanks to 
.Almighty God for his great goodness and mercy in permitting us to 
pass through the events of the last two days with so little loss of life 
and blood" The 80lemn service had proceeded about twenty minutes, 
when a discharge from the howitzer overhead startled the crews from 
their devotions. They rushed to quarters; every eye sought the flag­
staff of the mint. Four men were seen on the roof of the building, 
who tore down the flag, hurried away with it, and disappeared. For­
tunately, the wafers by which the guns are discharged had been removed 
from the vents; for, without orders, by a sudden impulse, the lanyards 
of the guns all along the broadside of the Pensacola were snatched at 
by eager hands, and nothing but the removal of the wafers saved the 
city from a fearful scene of destruction and slaughter. The exaspera­
tion throughout the 6eet at the audacious act was equally great. 

The next day (Monday), the' New Orleans Picayune' proclaimed 
the names of the persons" that distinguished themselves by gallantly 
tearing down the flag that had been surreptitiously hoisted," as .. Wil­
liam B. Mumford, who cut it loose from the flag-staff amid a shower 
of grape, Lieutenant N. Holmes, Sergeant Burns, and James Reed," 
and added, "they deserve great credit for their patriotic act." 

These four men, having secured their prize, trailed it in tke mud 0/ 
tke struts amid tke yells 0/ tlte mob, and, mounted with it upon a furni­
ture cart, they parruied it about tke city with fife and drum, tore it 
into shreds, and distriJJuJ,ed the piecu among tke crowd. Defied and in­
Bulted by a town that lay at his mercy, Farragut warned the mayor of 
the danger of drawing the fire of the 6eet, from the spontaneous action 
of his men,l and concluded by saying, "The election is with you; but 

1 "The first United States ftag hoisted outside the squadron when in front of New 
Orleans was a IJDIall boat-flag, hoisted by my order, Friday, April 25, at the masthead of 
the schooner John Gilpin, lying at a wharf at Algiers, oppoeite aide the city. Her master, 
John Forsyth, I took on board the flag-ship, where he was paroled on his agreeing to kup 1M 
jI4g jlyi,"I, and aecure the IIChooner from destructiou by the mob. On the 28th, a man 
came on board the Kathadin, and stated to me that he WIllI a loyal man, but was afraid the 
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it becomes my duty to notify you to remove the women and children 
from the city within forty-eight hours, if I have rightly understood 
your determination." This note the authorities chose to interpret 
as a formal announcement of his intention to bombard the city at the 
end of the specified time.1 The surrender of the forts, the news of 
which reached the city on Monday, lowered the tone of the authorities. 
They dared not formally disclaim the exploit of Mumford and his 
associates, but the flag-officer was privately assured that the removal of 
the flag from the mint was the unauthorized act of a few individuals. 
On the 2,9th, Captain H. H. Bell, with a hundred marines, landed on 
the levee, marched into the city, hauled down the rebel flag from the 
mint and custom-house, and hoisted in their stead the flag of the United 
States. Captain Bell locked the custom-house, and took the keys to 
the flag-ship. These flags remained, though the marines were with­
drawn before evening.1 On the 1st of May, General Butler landed a 
portion of his troops about five P.M., took permanent possession of the 
city, and issued his proclamation, in which he says: "All ensigns, 
flags, or devices tending to uphold any authority whatever, save the 
flags of the United States and those of foreign consulates, must not be 
exhibited, but suppressed. The American ensigns, the emblem of the 

fleet would bombard his little place at Gretna, opposite New Orl-. and destroy his 
house and garden. I told him he could easily prevent that by hoisting the &tara IIDd 
stripes over his place. He said he W88 afraid to do that; the mob would murder him. I 
then told him he must choose between the dangel'8 of the mob and a bombardment, and 
offered to loan him a flag, which he accepted, and carried away with him, and, I have 
reason to believe, hoisted it, bnt of that am not certain." - G. H. P. 

1 Parton's General Butler in New Orleans. 
II .. I find in my private diary, under date, United States Gunboat Kathadin, Tneeday, 

April 29, 1862:-
.. Heard great cheering in the fleet at eight .&.M., and the ships all hoisted the &tara 

and stripes at their mastheads, indicative of good news, but what I could not tell Never­
theless, I hoisted the ensigns. The Kennebec came np, showing either she had run the 
forts, or that they had surrendered. At one P.M., got under way and anchored near the 
Hartford, and went on board to obtain the news, and learned that both Forts JacklOn 
and St. Phillips have surrendered to Porter, and the Cayuga would Bail in a few honrs 
for the North with Captain Theodorus Bailey, bearer of deepatchee, Commander Bogs and 
the New York Herald correspondent going in her 88 pa888ngel'8. Delivered to Captain 
Bailey the flag of the Challamette regiment. At two l'.I(., the Cayuga got under way. 
As she passed the Ksthadin, we gave three cheel'8 for Captain Bailey, three for Com­
mander Boggs, and three (or Lientenant-Commanding Harrison and the mve tara of the 
Cayuga. The Diana, Tennessee, and another of the seized 8teame1'8 went down river to 
bring up troops. The f1ag-officer landed two hundred marines and took posseseion o( the 
public buildings on shore, and hoisted our flag over the new custom-house. The State 
flag of Louisiana was hauled down (rom the city hall, and sent North by the Cayuga." 
-G.H,P. 
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United States, must be treated with the utmost deference and respect 
by all persons, under pain of severe punishment." 

After the occupation of the city by the United States troops, Mum· 
ford still appeared iu the streets, bold, reckless, and defiant, one of the 
heroes of the populace. He was seen even in front of the st. Charles 
Hotel, General Butler's head-quarters, relating his exploit to a circle of 
admirers, boasting of it, and daring the Union authorities to molest 
him. He was arrested, and tried by-a military commission, who con· 
demned him to death. General Butler approved the sentence, and 
issued the following order for his execution:-

Special Order, No. 10 • 

.. NEW ORLEANS, June II, 1862-

.e William B. Mumford, a citizen of New Orleans, having been convicted 
before a military commission of treason, and an overt act thereof in tearing 
down the United States flag from a public building of the United States, for 
the purpose of inciting other evil-minded persons to further resistance to the 
laws and arms of the United States, after said flag was placed there by Com­
modore [flag-officer] Farragut, of the United States navy. 

ce It is ordered that he be executed according to the sentence of the said 
military commission, on Saturday, June 7th inst., between the hours of eight 
A.M. and twelve M., uncIer the direction of the provost-marshal of the district 
of New Orleans; and for so doing, this shall be his sufficient warrant. .. 

During his trial, and after his conviction, Mumford showed neither 
fear nor contrition, and evidently expected a commutation of his sen­
tence, not believing that General Butler would dare execute it. His 
friends - the thieves and gamblers of the city - openly defied the 
General, resolved in council not to petition for his pardon, and bound 
themselves to assassinate General Butler if Mumford were hanged 
Between Mumford's condemnation and the time set for his execution, 
General Butler reprieved and sent to Ship Island six Confederate sol· 
diers, who had been condemned to be shot for violating their paroles, 
but he could not be made to consider that Mumford deserved the same 
clemency; and when the day set apart for his execution arrived, he 
wa.'J hanged Mumford met his doom with composure. He said that 
" the offence for which he was condemned was committed under ex­
citement, and that he did not consider he was suffering justly. He 
conjured all who heard him to act justly to all men; to rear their chil· 
dren properly: and when they met death, they would meet it firmly. 
He was prepared to die; and, as he had never wronged anyone, he 
hoped to receive mercy." An immense concourse attended his execu· 
tion, but there was no disturbance. 
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The name of Mumford, if we may believe the Confederate newspa­
pers, was immediately added to their roll of martyrs to the cause of 
liberty. The fugitive Governor of Louisiana, from his safe retreat up 
the river, issued a proclamation, in which he said: "The noble hero­
ism of the patriot Mumford has placed his name high on our list of 
martyred sons. When the Federal navy reached New Orleans, a squad 
of marines was sent on shore, who hoisted their Hag on the mint.. The 
city was not occupied by the United States troops, nor had they reached 
there. The place was not in their possession. William B. Mumford 
pulled down the detested symbol with his own hand, and for this was 
condemned to be hung by General Butler after his arrival. Brought 
in full view of the scaffold, his murderers hoped to appall his he­
roic soul by the exhibition of the implements of ignominious death. 
With the evidence of their determination to consummate their brutal 
purpose before his eyes, they offered him life, on the condition that he 
would abjure his country, and swear allegiance to her foe. He spurned 
the offer. Scorning to stain his soul with such foul dishonor, he met 
his fate courageously, and has transmitted to his countrymen a fresh 
example of what one will do and dare when under the inspiration of 
fervid patriotism. I shall not forget the outrage of his murder, nor 
shall it pass unatoned." 1 

June 13, 1862. A United States Hag was raised at the village of 
Gretna, La., opposite New Orleans, amid the rejoicings of a large 
number of spectators, and patriotic resolutions were passed. 

At Richmond, Va., "on the morning of the 18th of April, 1861, 
tumultuous crowds assembled at the capitol, in that city, in the square 
in front of Governor Letcher's house, aud, amid shouts of execration 
and defiance, demanded the removal of the U nfted States banner, and 
that the flag of the confederacy should be forthwith hoisted in its 
place. One fellow in this unruly mob, too impatient to wait f~r a for­
mal compliance with this demand, rushed up the steps of the capitol, 
and, climbing to the roof, attempted to mount the flag-staff, that he 
might teal' down the flag of our Union, encouraged and cheered in his 
efforts by the tumultuous crowd below. He had nearly reached the 
top when he slipped, and, falling on the roof, was severely hurt. 
Shortly afterward, a detachment of soldiers was ordered to the spot to 
keep the crowd in order. In the afternoon, however, the mob increased 
to Buch an extent, that the small knot of respectable citizens, who res­
olutely aided the soldiers in their efforts to keep order, were driven 
back, the capitol taken by storm, the flag of the Union torn down, and 
that of the confederacy hoisted." 

1 Parton's General Butler in New OrleaDL 
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"I could not but feel moved," said Colonel Estevan, "at this out­
rageous act of the populace, in thus ignominiously hauling down the 
flag of the republic, under which I had found a refuge and a home, 
especially when I saw how deeply affected were many of the bystand­
ers of both sexes, loyal adherents of the Union, on witnessing the 
occurrence." 1 

Captain Gardner C. Whiting, of Massachusetts, who died in 1876, 
aged sixty-eight, in the early months of the Rebellion was captured by 
the privateer Jeff. Davis, and taken in his own vessel into Florida. 
.After stranding the vessel on the beach, the prize-crew left her, taking 
everybody with them, excepting Captain Whiting and his wife. Dur­
ing their absence, Captain Whiting cut down the palmetto flag, in face 
of hundreds of rebels on shore, and the next moment sent up to the 
masthead the beloved stars and stripes. The act nearly cost him his 
life, and through it he 'lost all of his possessions, except the clothes he 
etood in, as the enraged populace immediately set fire to his vessel 
He and his wife were rudely hustled on shore, and subjected to the 
vilest. taunts and most cruel usage. Captain Whiting, even with a 
rope around his neck, and the threat of an ignominious death, did not 
·succumb, but awaited his fate, calmly and unflinchingly . 

.April 21, 1861. The burial of the American flag was publicly cel­
ebrated at Memphis, Tenn.3 

.April 22,1861. At Lexington, Ky., two or three hundred Union 
men raised the stars and stripes, and expressed their determination to 
adhere to them to the last. Speeches were made by Messrs. Field, 
Crittenden, and others. The most unbounded enthusiasm prevailed, 
and the speeches were greeted with unbounded applause.8 

May 7, 1861. A serious riot occurred at Knoxville, Tenn., by the 
hoisting of a Union flag, and the delivery of inflammatory speeches. 
One man was mortally wounded.' 

May 10, 1861, was observed as a fast-day at Wheeling, Va. Patri­
otic sermons were delivered in nine out of the twelve churches. The 
Methodist pulpit was decorated with the stars and stripes. Rev. Mr. 
Smith delivered an eloquent address. He said, if there was any seces­
sionist in his congregation, he wanted him to leave. Other ministers 
pl'8.yed that the rebels might be subdued, and wiped from the face of 
the earth.& 

At Amity County, Miss., after the news of the secession of Virginia, 

1 Colonel Estevan's War Pictures from the South, pp. 84, 85. 
~ New York Expreaa, April 29, 1861. I Pbilndelphla Enqnirer. 
• Washington National Intelligencer, 1\["y 11,1861. 6 New York Herald. 
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the star-spangled banner was burnt in the public square of the town 
of • Liberty,' in the presence of a crowd of spectators, who would not 
tolorate such a memento of the Federal Union. 

July 28, 1861. The ladies of Martinsburg, Va., presented the 
Second Wisconsin Regiment a beautiful national ensign. The ladies 
said, in presenting it, " We welcome you into our midst, bearing the 
flag of our glorious country, trusting in God; this flag has protected 
the oppressed of all lands who have 80ught its shelter, and 80 
long as this flag shall wave, the oppressed shall be free." Coming, 
as it did, from a State which was declared out of the Union by its con­
stituted authorities, the regiment received the donation with peculiar 
pleasure.l 

Sept. 6, 1861. General Grant gave permission to several Union 
officers to hoist a Union flag on the top of the St. Francis Hotel, at 
Paducah, Ky. The landlord objected, saying that it would bring 
him trouble, and he did not want its protection. He was told to 
keep quiet; that the flag must wave there, in place of the secession 
flag he had allowed to float over it before our troops came; and 
that if he or other rebels interfered with the flag, or pulled it down, 
they would be led out and shot. This assurance, from Bri.:,oadier­
General Paine, quieted his nerves, and the flag floated, defying the 
rebels, despite many remarks by them that "the damned rag must 
come down."a 

Nov. 8, 1861. After the battle of Belmont, a wounded man, with 
both legs nearly shot off, was found in the woods singing the • Star­
Spangled Banner;' but for this circumstance, the surgeons say they 
would not have discovered him.8 

Nov. 25. 1861. Woolfolk. a secessionist in Paducah, Ky., hung out 
of his window a secession flag, as some United States troops were pass­
ing, and hurrahed for Jeff. Davis. He had done the same thing pre­
viously. General Wallace sent his aid-de-camp with a squad of men 
to take it in. Woolfolk refused to obey the order, whereupon the 
flag was forcibly hauled down, and the stars and stripes hoisted in its 
stead. 

May 22, 1863. At the assault on Vicksburg, the storming party 
looked in vain for the support which had been promised it. The 
brigade which had been ordered to follow it hesitated, and all but one 
of the one hundred and fifty of the storming party got discou~cred, 
and sought the shelter of a deep ravine. That one hero, William 

1 Baltimore American, Jll1y 23. I st. Louie Democrat. 
• From a newlPlper account or the battle. 
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Wagden, a private of Company B, Eighth Missouri, the color-bearer 
of the storming party, refused to retrace a single step. When his 
comrades left him, he dug a hole in the ground with his bayonet, 
planted his flag-staff in it, within twenty yards of the enemy's rifle­
pits, and sat down by the side of his banner, where he remained all 
day.! 

At the fight at PraiIie Grove (1862-63), the color-sergeant of the 
Nineteenth Iowa Regiment on the retreat was killed. As he fell, 
Lieutenant William S. Brooks, already wounded, received the colors. 
The rebel colonel shouted, "God d-n them, take their colors." This 
enraged Brooks, and he hallooed back, "You can't do it!" The rebels 
did not dare to close, but fired a volley which left nine holes in the 
flag and eighteen in the lieutenant's ·clothes. Four bullets passed 
through the cuff of his shirt-sleeve, but they could not wound the 
hand that held the dear old flag. 

When Lincoln issued his proclamation, Jan. 1, 1863, declaring the 
slaves in certain States and parts of States in rebellion to be hence­
forth and forever free, the day was celebrated in Norfolk, Va., by the 
entire negro population. They marched through the town in proces­
sion, numbering over four thousand persons, headed by a band of 
music, carrying the Union flag, and cheering for the downfall of 
slavery. 

About Christmas time, 1862, and just previous to the battle of 
Murfreesborough, that city was the scene of much gayety. The 
President of the confederacy, Jeff. Davis, had come from Rich­
mond to counsel, perhaps to invigorate, Bragg. There were wedding 
festivities at which the bishop-general, Polk, officiated, and giddy 
Confederates danced on floors carpeted with the American flag. In 
the dreadful battle, closing on the 3d of January, 1863, which fol­
lowed, the Confederates lost 14,700 men. The losses were about 
one-fourth of each army, but the final victory was on the side of 
our flag.2 

Amid the horrors of the Libby prison, the loyal soldiers, there con­
fined in filth, negligence, and beggary, wretched, poor, and almost 
forgotten, determined to have a celebration of their country's inde­
pendence among themselves. But as they looked around they found 
themselves without a flag; and a celebration of their country's inde­
pendence without a flag seemed impossible. After a while, one man 
looked upon himself and said, "I have a red shirt;" and another man 
said, "I have a blue blouse;" another man, .. I have a white shirt;" 

, Report oC the aaaault. I Draper's History oCthe Civil War, vol. ii. p. 866. 
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and no sooner was it said than they stripped themselves and gave 
their red, white, and blue shirts to be tom up into strips and pinned 
together to extemporize their country's flag. l 

Parson Brownlow kept our flag flying over his house, at Knoxville, 
Tenn., and was the last in the State to take it down. Threats having 
been made of taking it down, Mr. Brownlow, in one of his character­
istic editorials, said: "This flag is private property, upon a private 
dwelling, in a State that has never voted herself out of the Union or 
into the Southern confederacy, and is, therefore, lawfully and consti­
tutionally under these same stars and stripes I have floated over my 
house. ... If these God-forsaken scoundrels and hell-deserving assas­
sins want satisfaction for what I have said about them, - and it has 
been no little, - they can find me on these streets every day of my 
life but Sunday. I am at all times prepared to give them satisfaction. 
I take nothing back that I have ever said against the corrupt and 
unprincipled villains, but reiterate all, cast it in their dastardly faces, 
and hurl down their lying throats their own infamous calumnies." 
Two armed rebels went at six o'clock in the morning to haul it down, 
and were met on the piazza by his daughter, who demanded their busi· 
ness. "To take down that damued stars and stripes," was their rough 
reply. 

The young lady instantly drew a revolver, and said, "Go OD, I am 
good for one, aud I think for both of you." ,. By the looks of this 
girl's eye she will shoot," said one of the rebs j "we had better go and 
get more men." K Go and get nine," said Miss Bro,vnlow, "and come 
and take it if you dare." They went, and soon returned with ninety 
armed men; but on discovering that the house was filled with gallant 
men armed to the teeth, who had rather die than see their country's 
flag dishonored, they thought it prudent to withdraw without accom­
plishing their object.· 

May 22, 1861. While secession banners were waving at Nashville, 
Tenn., from every other building, both public and private, a Mrs. 
McEwin placed the national flag on her house, aDd threatened to shoot 
whoever attempted to pull it down.8 

This flag is now in the flag museum of the War Department. As 
General Buell was riding through the streets of Nashville at a later 
period in the Rebellion, Mrs. W., living in a large house, stood at an 
open window and waved a rebel flag toward him, crying, "Hurrah 
for Jeff. Davis aDd the Southern confederacy!" The General reined 
in his horse, turned towards the lady, touched his hat with all the 

1 Rev. Dr. Tyng's Addreu. I ChiCIIF Journal. • Louisville Joumat 
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courtesy and suavity for which he was remarkable, and, surveying the 
fine house from top to bottom with the eye of a connoisseur, quietly 
said, "An excellent house for a hospital I OJ In less than two hours 
every room· was full of sick soldiers, and Mrs. W. was politely re­
quested to take care of them. 

An Indiana regiment, attacked by a whole brigade in one of the 
battles in Mississippi, was unable to stand such great odds, and was 
compelled to fall back thirty or forty yards, leaving their flag in the 
hands of the enemy. Suddenly a tall Irishman, a private in the color 
company, rushed from the ranks across the vacant ground, attacked 
the squad of rebels who had possession of the flag, and with his 
clubbed musket felled several to the ground, snatched the flag from 
them, and returned safely back to his regiment. His captain made 
the daring fellow a sergeant on the spot. "Say no more about it, 
Captain," said the hero, " I dropped my whiskey flask among the reb­
els, and fetched that back, and I tbought I might just as well bring 
the flag along too ! OJ 

A few days after the fearful scene of butchery at Fort Pillow (April 
14, 1864), it was relieved by the play of nobler sentiments, and by 
the presence and heroic words of a brave, though heart-broken woman. 
At Fort Pickering, a regiment of United States artillery is drawn up 
in perfect order; every face sober; a high and firm resolve is burning 
in many a dark eye. Six paces in front of the line are standing four­
teen hardy-looking, brave-hearted men. They have no commander. 
What wreck of war is this 1 What waif floating on the stormy ocean 
of civil strife 1 A lady, clad in the deepest mourning, steps in front of 
these fourteen survivors. Many a face shows by the quivering lip and 
the moistening eye how the sight of that bereaved woman affects them. 
She is the widow of Major Booth, and these fourteen are all that are 
alive of the battalion he commanded at Fort Pillow. In her hand 
she bears a regimental flag, torn with balls, stained with smoke, and 
clotted with human blood. Amid a silence, broken only by the hoarse 
roar of the river chafing against the banks below, she commences to 
address them in a voice low and sorrow-broken, but whose slightest 
cadence reaches their hearts. 

" Boys!" she says, "I have just come from a visit to the hospital 
at Mound City. There I saw your comrades wounded at the bloody 
struggle at Fort Pillow:. There I found this flag: you recognize it. 
One of your comrades saved it from the insulting touch of traitors at 
Fort Pillow. I have given to my country all I had to give,-my 
husband. Suc~ a gift! Yet I have Creely given him for freedom and 
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my country. Next my husband's cold remains, the dearest object left 
me in the world is this flag, the flag that once waved in proud defiance 
over the works of Fort PiJIow. Soldiers! this flag I give you, knowing 
that you will ever remember the last words of my noble husband,­
• Never surrender the flag to traitors.' " 

Colonel Jackson received from her hand the war-worn and blood­
stained flag. He called upon the regiment to receive it as such a gift 
ought to be received. Then he and the whole line fell upon their 
knees, and, solemnly appealing to the God of battles, each one swore 
to avenge their brave and fallen comrades, and never, <I never to sur­
render the flag to traitors." 

The memory of the scene can never pass from before the eyes of 
those who witnessed it.l 

A court-martial, of which Major Collin Ford, One Hundredth 
United States Colored Infantry, was president, was convened at Nash­
ville, Tenn., before which was arraigned and tried Miss Emma Lati­
mer, on a charge of disloyalty, the specification being that, on the 4th 
of July, 1865, she did tear down and trample under her feet, with 
intent to express contempt for the same, the American flag, which 
had been put up in honor of the anniversary of the national indepen­
dence of the United States, at the house of A. R. Latimer, in Edgefield, 
Tenn., and did threaten, if it was put up a second time, she would 
tear it down and burn it up. She was found guilty of the charges 
and specifications, and sentenced to be confined in a military prison 
for ninety days, and to pay a fine of three hundred dollars j and 
in default of payment to be further imprisoned until the whole fine 
was satisfied, at the rate of two dollars a day for each day's imprison­
ment. 

Brevet Major-General Johnson approved the finding and sentence, 
Sept. 24, 1865, but, in consideration of the peculiar circumstances of 
the case, Iu remitted tlu entire sentmce, with this indorsement: .. It 
will be well for Miss Latimer to remember that it will not do to trifle 
with the sacred emblem of our nationality. That, in spite of the op­
position of all the school-girls in the South, the banner of glory and 
beauty will still wave over the land of the free, and, notwithstanding 
the united efforts of all the rebellious women in the country, will 
continue to float, until time shall cease to he, upon every breeze, the 
pride and admiration of all thinking persons. She will be released 
from confinement and restored to her parents, with attention to Solo­
mon's sage remark: • He that spareth the rod spoileth the child.' 

1 Frank Moore', Women or the War, pp. 310, 311. 
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"The conduct of the prosecuting witnesses deserves a passing re­
mark The testimony shows that they had resolved on changing their 
place of abode previous to July 4, but agreed to remain at the house 
of Mr. Latimer until after that date, in order to ensnare his little 
daughter, and get her into trouble. Their first battle for the flag was 
with a thoughtless school-girl! The entire transaction looks like the 
work of children temporarily removed from parental care." 1 

How our Flag toa8 restored to tlu &il of &uth Carolina at Port 
Royal. - Commander John Rodgers, in his letters relating the occur­
rence at Hilton Head, November, 1861, says: "Commodore Dupont 
had kindly made me his aid. I stood by him and did little things 
which I suppose gained me credit; so when the boat was sent in, to 
ask whether they had surrendered, I was sent. I carried the stars 
and stripes; I found the ramparts utterly deserted, and I planted 
the American flag with my own hands, first to take possession, 
in the majesty of the United States, of the rebel soil of South 
Carolina." 

A correspondent of < The New York World' wrote: «The cheers 
that uprose on the hoisting of the flag on Fort Walker were deafen­
ing j the stentorian ringing of human voices would have drowned the 
roar of artillery. The cheer was taken up man by man, ship by ship, 
regiment by regiment. Such a spontaneous outburst of soldierly en­
thusiasm never greeted the ears of Napoleon, amid the victories of 
Marengo, Austerlitz, or the pyramids of the Nile." 

The journal of the United States steamer Vanderbilt says it was 
greeted with deafening cheers, and all the bands as of one accord 
struck up our national airs. 

The correspondent of < The New York Times' wrote: «Another 
and a larger star-spangled banner was afterwards displayed upon the 
flag-staff of a building a few rods to the left, where the rebel standard 
had waved during the combat, aud where it had just been taken 
down." 

The correspondent of the C National IntelligenceI" reported: .. A 
boat from the Wabash was seen making for the shore with a white 
flag at the bow and an American ensign at the stern. She soon 
touched the sandy beach, and in a moment after we thought we could 
discern our flag upon the ramparts. Our men could not help giving 
utterance to exclamations of hopeful joy; but the less sanguine waited 
a few moments in eager suspense, until suddenly, from the roof of an 
old mansion by the fort, a great flag, that could not be mistaken, dis-

I Published officially in the Amy and Navy JolU'll&l, Oct. 7, 1865. 
81 

Digitized by Goog Ie --



482 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE 

played the stars and stripes in aU their glory, in beautiful contrast 
with the green woods beyond. Loud and repeated cheers rang from 
vessel to vessel throughout the harbor." 1 

TM Story 0/ Barbara Fridckie. - The daring act of displaying the 
stars and stripes as the rebel army passed through Frederick on the 

• .A. ••••• FJUncuJ& 

6th of September, 1862, which 
this nonagenarian dame is re­
puted to have performed, fonns 
one of the most charming episodes 
of the Rebellion. Whittier's poem 
has immortalized her name aud 
the story. In reply to a letter 
inquiring the origin of the poem, 
Mr. Whittier wrote me under 
date" Amesbury, 6 mo. 16, 1872. 
My original informant was Mrs. 
Southworth, the authoress, of 
Washington. Soon after, Miss 
Dorothea Dix visited the city of 
Frederick aud confirmed her state-

ment. Within two years, a nephew of Barbara Frietchie visited me, 
with full confirmation of the heroism of his relative, and I have no 
doubt the main facts of the story are true." 

The following is a portion of Mrs. Southworth's letter to the poet, 
dated" Aug. 3, 1863. When Lee's army occupied Frederick, the only 
Union flag displayed in the city was held from an attic by Mrs. Bar­
bara Frietchie, a widow lady aged ninety-seven years." Such was 
the parRorrraph that went the rounds of the Washington papers last 
September. From friends who were in Frederick at the time I have 
beard the \vhole story .... When, on the 6th of September, the ad­
vance of Lee's army, led by the formidable rebel, General Stonewall 
Jackson, entered Frederick, every Union flag was lowered, and the 
halyards cut; every store and every dwel1ing-house was closed. The 
inhabitants had retired indoors, the streets were deserted, and, to 
quote the official report, 'The city wore a church-yam aspect.' But 
Mrs. Barbara Frietchie, taking one of the Union flags, went to the 
top of her house, opened a garret window, and held it forth. The 

1 A letter from an officer on bOlI"l the Pocahontas at Port Royal, says : .. A shot from 
onr lO·inch pllt a hole in their stan and bars, another took down the flag·mlT; but the 
Confederates ran another lip pretty quickly, but it was R doomed pioce of bunting. The 
Forbes fired with her rifled gnn, and the ball catching the flag wound it around and cu­
rled it olT into the woods." - Rebell«m &cqrd, vol. iii. p. 1 U. 
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rebel army marched up the street, saw the flag, and the order was 
given, "Halt I Fire!" and a volley was discharged at the window 

from which it was displayed 
The flag-staff was partly broken, 
so that the flag drooped The 
old lady drew it in, broke off the 
fragment, and, taking the stump, 
with the flag still attached to it, 
in her hand, she stretched herself 
as far out of the window as she 
could, held the stars and stripes 
at arm's length waving over the 
rebels, and cried out, in a voice of 
indignation aDd sorrow, 'Fire at 

this old head, then, boys; it is not more venerable than your flag.' 
They fired no more; they passed in silence, and with downcast looks; 
and she secured the flag in its place, where it waved unmolested dur­
ing the whole of the rebel usurpation of the city. Stonewall would 
not permit her to be troubled. She died a few weeks after the Union 
troops entered; some thought of joy at the presence of the U Dion army, 
and others from the fatigue and excitement that she underwent in the 
'lionization' that she received from those who would not emulate the 
old lady'S courage, but did honor to her act." 1 

Such is the story which the poet has so beautifully paraphrased. 

BARBARA FRIETCHI& 

Up from the meadows rich with corn, 
Clear in the cool September mom, 

The clustered spires of Frederick stand 
Green-walled by the hills of Maryland. 

Round a bout them orchards sWe<'p, 
Apple- and p<>aeh-tree fruited deep, 

Fair as a garden of the Lord 
To the eyes of the famished rebel horde, 

On that pleasant morn of the early fall 
'Vhen Lee marched over the mountain-wall,-

1 llrs. Barbara Frietcbie, the widow of John C. Frietchie, and whose maiden name 
wa.s Haner, the heroine of the poem, was born Dec. 3, 1766, and died at Frederick, Dec. 
18, 1862, aged ninety·8ix years and fifteen days. 
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Over the mountains winding down, 
Horse and Coot, into Frederick town. 

Forty flags with their sil\"er stars, 
Forty flags with their crimson bars, 

Flapped in the morning wind: the sun 
OC noon looked down, and saw not one. 

Up rose old Barbara Frietchie then, 
Bowed with her Courseore years and ten; 

Bravest oC all in Frederick town, 
She took up the flag the men hauled down; 

In her attie-window the staff'she set, 
To show that one heart was 10yalyeL 

Up the street came the rebel tread, 
Stonewall Jackson riding ahead. 

Under his slouched hat left and right 
He glanced; the old flag met his sight. 

"Halt!" the dust-brown ranks stood f'ast. 
" Fire !" out blazed the riJie blast. 

It shivered the window, pane and sash; 
It rent the banner with seam and gash. 

Quick, as it Cell, from the broken staff' 
Dame Barbara snatched the silken aearf; 

She leaned far out on the window-sill, 
And shook it forth with a royal wilL 

"Shoot, if yon must, this old gray head, 
But spare your country's flag," she said. 

A shade of sadness, a blush of shame, 
. Over the faee of the leader came; 

The nobler nature withiu him stirred 
To life at that woman's deed and word: 

"Who touches a hair of yon gray head 
Dies like a dog I March on I" he said. 
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All day long through Frederick street 
Sounded the tread of marching feet: 

All day long that free flag tost 
Over the heads of the rebel hoat. 

Ever its torn folds rose Rnd fell 
On the loyal winds that loved it well; 

And through the hill-gaps sunset light 
Shone over it with a warm good-night. 

Barbara Frietchie's work is o'er, 
And the Rebel rides on his raids no more. 

Honor to her! and let a u-ar 
Fall, for her sake, on StonewaIrs bier. 

485 

Barbara Frietchie's house, of which we give an illustration, drawn 
by Mr. Lossing in 1866, was close to the bridge which spans the 

. stream that crosses through Frederick. The house has since been 
pulled down, in order to widen the street, and a plain oaken cane, 
made from its wood-work, was given to the poet by a nephew of the 

1 From • National Lyrics.' University Press, 1865. 
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old dame in 1870, when he visited him, and confirmed in every par­
ticular the facts in the matter. Shortly after the poem was published, 
and began its never-ending circulation, Mr. Whittier received a letter 
from Judge Under\vood, of the Supreme Court of Virginia, written at 
the request of a daughter of Stonewall Jackson, then resident in the 
Judge's family, to thank the poet for his tender and graceful mention 
of ber father in the true incident, where the General played such a 
conspicuous and noble part. 

The story, as told by Mr. Whittier, has been the occasion of much 
newspaper controversy i and one lady, over her own signature, has 
claimed to herself the honor of the deed which is inseparably con­
nected by the poet with Barbara Frietchie. Says one writer: 1 "It is 
really of the smallest intrinsic consequence whether the actual Barbara 
Frietchie. nonagenarian dame of Frederick City, during the troubled 
war times, now with God, did really set the patriot flag-staff on her 
attic window, and from that high perch, with shrill voice and gaunt 
gesture, address the oncoming bands of Confederates, with Stonewall 
Jackson at their head, in the energetic terms recited by the poet; for, 
whatsoever the actual nonagenarian dame of invaded Frederick did 
or did not do on that memorable day, the lady of the poem, who is the 
imperishable personlloff8 of this spirited battle-piece. certainly did stand 
(and stands yet) at her attic window i certainly did wave above the 
advancing foe (and waves yet) the old heart-kindling ensign; and in 
this attitude - somewhat more real and enduring than her frail and 
passing prototype, or the dusty files that, under her slow-waving ban­
ner, have marched by into the still kingdoms - she will continue to 
stand, till all the memories of our war and Mr. Whittier's poetry have 
died out in the clamor of wilder wars and louder songs. There is no 
Barbara Frietchie for whom the world cares a fig, except the Barbara 
Frietchie of Mr. Whittier." 

A correspondent of the C AnDy and Navy Journal t furnishes the 
following as the true story of Barbara's deed:-

"Old Barbara was both brave and patriotic. During the passage of 
the rebels through the town, she is said to have had a very small flag 
inside of one of her windows, which she refused to give up on the de­
mand of an officer 01' soldier. One day, returning from a walk, she 
found her steps occupied by a large number of rebel soldiers, to whom, 
using her cane with some energy, the old dame cried out, C Clear out, 
you dirty, lousy scoundrels.' When our troops entered Frederick, she 
was at the window waving a flag. A general, said to have been Gen-

I Philadelphia Press, May 18, 1876. 
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eral Reno, raising his cap, and reining in his horse, asked, • How old is 
grandmother l' Some one at the window mentioned her age (over 
ninety), when he cried, • Three cheers for the loyal old grandmother I' 
They were lustily given, and the column moved on . 

.. Mrs. Frietchie was a stout-hearted, patriotic, Christian woman, and' 
it was not her fault that she did not do all attributed to her. Her 
house was a quaint but attractive old-fashioned, steep-roofed structure, 
with curious rear buildings, immediately on the banks of Carroll's run, 
a little stream which flows through Frederick City. In the slope of 
the roof which looks towards the street are two attic dormer windows, 
from one of which Barbara displayed her flag. This, the true story of 
Barbara's achievement, was obtained from a gentleman who knew the 
old woman well, possessed her autograph, and had every opportunity 
for knowing the truth." 1 

Professor Samuel Tyler, of Georgetown, D. C., says, on authority, 
that Jackson did not pass Barbara's house, but that .. while General 
Reno, who was killed at South Mountain, was passing it with the 
U uited States troops," as I have heard, "a little girl held at the win~ 
dow a small United States flag. Barbara Frietchie was at the window, 
then about ninety-six years old, and it is likely out of these facts 
the imaginative informant gave Whittier the ideas of the poem. 
All that relates to the Confederate general and his troops is pure 
fiction." 

Jacob Engelbrecht, who was the mayor of Frederick from 1865 to 
1868, and who had known Mrs. Frietchie nearly all his life, and lived 
opposite her for thirty-six years, says: "When General Lee passed 
through with his army, I posted myself at one of the upstair windows, 
where I had a full view of all that passed below in the street. When 
General Lee got in front of Mrs. Frietchie's house and also in front of 
mine, he and his whole army halted, and I afterwards ascertained 
that General Stonewall Jackson with his army was coming up Mill 
Alley or Bentz Street. So General Lee waited until General Jackson . 
and his army had passed. All the time that General Lee stopped in 
front of Mrs. Frietchie's house I saw no flag waving. If there had 
been, I certainly would have seen it i and as for General Jackson, he 
did not pass over the bridge, but up another street. If there was any 
thing like flag-waving at Mrs. Frietchie's house, I think it was when 
General McClellan's army passed through in pursuit of Lee four or five 
days after. One of my family is under the impression that Mrs. Frietchie 
came out with her small flag to the front door, and at the same time 

1 Army and Navy Journal Cor In)y 20, 1867. 
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an officer was passing, who supposed that from her manner of holding 
it she intended it for him; he accordingly reached up, and she handed 
it to him. This, I think, is all about the flag-waving. The fact is, 
Mrs. Frietchie had no flag in the house of larger size than twelve or 
sixteen inches square. The most courageous conduct of hers I noticed 
was that in returning home one ~ay from her niece's, the steps and 
the front of her house were full of rebel soldiers who were sitting 
in its shade, when she pushed her cane between them and said, 'Get 
up, you dirty fellows, and let me get in ! ' " 

Mr. Thomas M. Brewer, in a communication to the 'Boston Ad­
vertiser,' says: .. In travelling from Philadelphia to Baltimore in the 
winter of 1864-65, I chanced to be seated by an elderly gentleman, who 
proved to be the Presbyterian clergyman of Frederick, who had been 
the pastor of Barbara Frietchie." He had not been an eye-witness of 
the incident, but spoke of it as true beyond all question, and stated 
Mr. Whittier's account was substantially correct, with two exceptions. 
One was, that the expression" Dame Frietchie II gave the world the im­
pression that she was in the humbler walks of life, whereas she was 
a lady, and well connected; the other, that when the flag had been 
shot down, the heroine snatched it up, and, leaning out of the window, 
waved it from there as the troops marched on; the fact being that 
the flag fell to the sidewalk, and Mrs. Frietchie hastened to pick it up, 
in the midst of a crowd of hostile and insulting soldiery, went with 
it to the edge of the sidewalk, and, stepping on the mounting-block 
that stood there, waved the flag in close proximity to the passing 
troops. This clergyman Mr. Brewer believes to have been the Rev. 
Mr. Junkin, a brother-in-law of Stonewall Jackson. 

Dr. Steiner, a native and resident of Frederick, after testifying to the 
character of the old lady, and her decided views, fearless utterances, 
and ardent patriotism, says, that a neighbor informed him she was in 
the habit of displaying a flag, not one six by eight inches, but of re­
spectable size, in her west attic window, and that he saw this flag 
during some of the darkest hours of the war, although he is not posi­
tive whether he saw it during the rebel occupation in 1862. Her 
intolerance of those who fought against the Union was displayed in 
many ways, and notably in the employment of her cane to clear her 
steps of crowds of Confederate soldiers she would at times find sitting 
on them, when she employed epithets by no means complimentary to 
them. 

In 1869, Mrs. Mary A. Quantrill claimed, in the' Washington Star,' 
for herself the praise and honor which has been awarded to old Grand-
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mother Frietchie for displaying the stars and stripes to the rebel 
forces. She says:-

"On the eve of Sept. 6, 1862, not a flag was to be seen; not a citizen 
upon the streets; the pulse of business had almost ceased to beat; and as 
friend met friend, they whispered with white lips of the approach of the 
enemy. General Robert Lee, at the head of the Confederate army, was· 
marching on Frederick, left, with its women and children, to the mercy of 
the chivalrous enemy. General Stonewall Jackson entered the city on 
Saturday, the 6th of September, and General Longstreet, on the followingt 
Monday, eame in with the remaining forces. 

"The morning of the 1 Oth day dawned upon columns of infantry, eavalry, 
and artillery, wending their way to South Mountain and Antietam. Onward 
they pressed, presenting little variety, excepting that national flags were tied 
to the horses' tails, and trailed through the streets, as a warning to Unionists 
of what might occur thereafter. Seated at my door, I had been a silent 
observer of the morning's pageant. Music was swelling, the stars and bars 
were waving, and as I gazed upon brave men enduring every degree of 
danger and suffering for what they called their rights, my reverie was inter­
rupted by the sudden halt of a subordinate officer before my door, who 
shouted at the top of his voice, 'G-d- the stars and stripes to the dust, 
with all who advocate them! ' The hero was borne off by the dense throng, 
but the insult admitted of no second thought. The flag of my country, 
sacred to the memory of my grandsires, and to the best men of revolutionary 
history, damned to the dust 1 It was too much. My little daughter, who 
had been enjoying her flaglet secretly, at this moment eame to the door, and, 
taking it from her hand, I held it firmly in my own, but not a word was 
spoken. Soon a splendid carriage, accompanied by elegantly mounted offi­
cers, approached. As they came near the house they caught glimpse of the 
tiny flag, and exclaimed: 'See, see! the flag, the stars and stripes!' and, 
with trne chivalry, hats were removed aud courtesies were offered the bearer, 
but not to her standard. They had advanced some paces when a halt was 
ordered, and a lady - Miss Martha Sinn, now Mrs. James Arnold - of Fred­
erick, standing near other ladies of the neighborhood, admonished me to fly 
with my colors, but I did not move until an officer rode up, and the follow­
ing remarks were exchanged: -

"O.lficer. 'Madam, give me your flag.' 
" AnBf«7'. ' No, sir, you can't have it.' 
II OJ!i«r. 'Give me your flag to present to General Lee.' 
.. AnBf«7'. ' General Lee cannot have my flag.' 
" O.lficer. 'Why l' 
.. AnBf«7'. 'I think it worthy of a better cause.' 
" O./fo:n'. ' Your flag has been dishonored.' 
" AnBf«7'. 'Only by the cause you have espoused.' .. 
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" OJicer (regarding me sternly). 'Come down South, and we will show 
you whole negro brigades equipped for the service of the United States.' 

"An.noer. 'I am informed on that subject.' 
"Here a brother officer warned him of the value of time, and urged a 

return, which was accordingly made. The Confederate soldier said, the offi­
cer who asked for the flag was General Hill. 

" I remained resting the staff of my flaglet on the railing of the porch, 
when a soldier, who had heard the remarks, stepped behind rue, and with 
,his bayonet cut off my staff close to my hand. The report resembled that 
of a pistol, and turning about I saw him tear my flag into pieces, and stamp 
them in the dust. . I pronounced this the act of a coward. Among the 
young ladies present was Miss Mary Hopwood, daugllter of a well-known 
Union citizen of Frederick. Seeing my flag cut down, she drew a concealed 
flaglet from her sleeve and supplied its place. In an instant the second flag 
was cut down by the same man. As soon as information was conveyed to 
the officers, a man, more advanced in years than either of those already 
referred to, came back and reproved in sharp language the man who cut 
down my flags. 

"Mrs. Barbara Frietchie was held in high esteem by the people of Fred­
erick City, and the ladies generally are second to none for their devotion to 
the cause of our country. 

"MARY A. QUANTRILL.1 
II W ASBINGTON CITY, D. C., Feb. 9, 1869." 

Mr. Whittier, in reply, wrote the editor or the <Washington Star':­

" To tM Editor 0/ tM 'Sta.r:' - I have received a copy of thy paper, con­
taining a letter from a lady who claims to have been the heroine of the flag 
at Frederick. I have never heard of her before, and, of course, know noth­
ing of her veracity or loyalty. I must say, however, in justice to myself, that 
I have full confidence in the truth of the original statement furnished me by 
a distinguished literary lady of Washingtoll [Mrs. Southworth], as respects 
Barbara Frietchie,-a statement soon after confirmed by Dorothea Dix, who 
visited Frederick, and made herself acquainted with many interesting partic­
ulars of the life and character of that remarkable woman. 

liVery truly thy friend, 
"JOlIN' G. WSITTIBR. 

II AMESBURY, 19th 2d mo., 1869." 

The editor remarks: «Mr. Whittier gives good reason for his faith 
in Barbara Frietchie; but as there is no doubt, from the testimony or 
at least four witnesses, that Mrs. Quantrill's claim is well founded, 
there seems to be considerable mystification in the matter." Probably 
the solution is, that both these brave women displayed their patriot-

1 Mrs. Quantrill's death was reported in 1879. 
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ism and courage in the same way, and on the same occasion. The 
true story, as told by the correspondent of the I Army and Navy Jour­
nal,' furnishes a clew toward solving the question. Barbara raised her 
flag, and was honored. for it by a Union general, as our troops passed 
through Frederick, and Mrs. Quantrill displayed her" flaglet," as she 
calla it, when the rebels marcbed through. 

Many anecdotes of the bravery displayed by color-bearers are 
told:-

Color-Sergeant Jefferson Foster, of the Fifty-ninth New York Vol­
unteers, at the battle of --, said to Orderly-Sergeant G. S. Adams, 
of the Sixth New York Artillery, Ir Here, sergeant, take this star; it is 
the last of thirty-four from our old flag j the remainder are shot away in 
eleven battIes,-Malvern Hill, Chantilly, South Mountain, Antietam, 
first and second Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Falling Water, Bristow 
Station, Rappabannock Station, and Mine Run j and if I am not per. 
mitted to take it to the ladies who gave it, perform the duty for me, 
and tell them it never left the field disgraced." 1 

At the terrible battIe of the Wilderness, a color-bearer, who had 
received four wounds, carried hi!! flag forward, and planted it on one 
of the enemy's cannon, before the smoke from its deadly mouth had 
risen over it. Alas! the brave fellow, after standing on the cannon, 
and waving his flag over it, fell to earth with a bullet through hi!! 
brain. One of his companions caught and held the flag aloft, whilst 
others pressed forward; the enemy gave way, and a victory crowned 
the Union arms. 

On the 4th of July, 1864, at the Prison Camp at Macon, Ga., Cap­
tain Todd, of the Eighth New Jersey Volunteers, a very tall man, 
placed in his hat a small silk flag, which had been presented to him 
by a lady of Jersey City, and which he had kept secreted. No sooner 
was it displayed, tIlan it was welcomed by three hearty cheers, and 
one of the prisoners struck up the I Star-Spangled Banner,' which he 
sung in a fine manly voice, every one present joining in the chorus 
with full power of the lungs. All then proceeded to the centre of the 
prison, where Chaplain Dixon, of the Sixteenth Connecticut Volun­
teers, made an appropriate and patriotic prayer. Speeches and patri­
otic songs followed, and r Home, Sweet Home' was sung, which brought 
tears to every eye. The crowd went noiselessly to their quarters com­
forted, and feeling it was one of the most glorious Fourths they had 
ever spent.2 

When the Union forces were captured at Plymouth, N. C., the 

1 Rebellion Record, vol. vii. I RecollectioDa of Dr. Joeeph Ferguaon. 
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colors of the Sixteenth Connecticut Regiment were torn up and dis­
tributed among the officers and men to save them from the enemy. 
Many who had these relics were taken to Southern prisons, but through 
all their privations they kept their trusts carefully. An effort is being 
made to gather those pieces, and place them among the other colors at 
the State House.l 

In April, 1861, a squad belonging to Company E, Sixty-seventh 
New York State Militia, was guarding a point on the railroad between 
Annapolis Junction and Washington, and a collection was taken up for 
the purchase of material for an American flag, to be hoisted on the 
highest pine in the neighborhood, which was successful; and one cold, 
rainy moming, the not very loyal inhabitants were surprised to see 
and hear the hearty cheers which greeted the unfolding of the dear old 
flag. On the departure of the squad the flag accompanied it, and was 
afterward inspected by President Lincoln and Secretary Seward, and 
the colonel of the regiment ordered it thenceforward to be borne as a 
guide-flag. It was lost on the field of Bull Run, but found by the 
drummer-boy, Patsey Coyle, who restored it to Company E. On the 
return of the regiment, Messrs. Tiffany & Co., of New York, had 
the flag handsomely fringed, and the original inscription in pencil on 
the white stripes, "Camp Heat, E Co., 69th N. Y. S. M., Piney Brook, 
Md., April 23, 1861," replaced with letters of gold. It accompanied the 
regiment on its second campaign, and was afterwards loaned to an 
officer recruiting for the Irish Brigade. 2 

I am indebted to the Hon. J. F. H. Claiborne, ex-Governor of Mis­
sissippi, for the following interesting incident. Writing from Natchez, 
he says: "ut me now tell you the story of a flag. When the late 
civil war broke out, I was residing on a large sea-island cotton planta­
tion in the extreme southwestern angle of Mississippi, near the mouth 
of Pearl River. I had sent my wife and daughter here to my mother­
in-law. My only son, of. conrse, was in the Confederate army. I 
remained in charge of a large and highly improved property. When 
New Orleans was occupied by the national forces, a regiment was 
quartered at Fort Pike in the Rigolets, twelve miles from my planta­
tion. A few weeks afterwards, a steamboat, with a party of officers and 
two companies, landed at my house. The major in command said that 
information had reached the fort that I kept a rebel flag in my house, 
and had hoisted it since the fall of New Orleans. Of course, and truly, 
I denied the charge. He said that his duty required him to make a 

1 Newspaper paragraph. See the returned flags of CoJUlecticut regiment&. 
J New York Herald, May, 1877. 
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search; but it was evidently a police duty he did not relish, for he 
was an educated and polished gentleman, and believed my word.. I 
called my servants to conduct two of his subalterns over the house, 
and to open every possible hiding-place. I ordered all the chests and 
trunks brought into the hall and opened. No flag was found; the 
search was over; and when taking some grog with me, the officers, 
one and all, expressed their satisfaction. I then said, • Now, Major, 
you have failed to find a flag, but I confess I have one.' He and his 
comrades looked grave and, I thought, distressed. I said, • Yes, I 
have, and will never part with it. If you take me, you shall take it i 
if you take it, you shall take me !' 

.. I then ordered a servant to bring a certain trunk It was old and 
weather-beaten, marked in brass tacks F. L C., U. S. A. On opening 
it, there were the emblems and insignia of a Royal Arch Mason, a 
pair of epaulettes, a sash, a bundle of commissions, and a faded, moth­
eaten flag, - the genuine stars and striPes. General Claiborne, my 
father, had been ensign, lieutenant, captain, and adjutant of the first 
regiment of the United States in Wayne's army, and this was the old 
flag of that regiment. 

.. You may imagine the reaction that occurred; the delights of those 
gallant young officers; and how very soon the champagne began to 
flow. The story went to the fort, from the fort to head-quarters, and 
thenceforth my large property, lying on twenty feet tide-water, was as 
safe as it is to-day. I had about one hundred negroes, large herds of 
cattle and sheep; and though the United States forces, military and 
naval, were often there, I never lost a dime."l 

1 Letter from Hon. J. F. H. Claiborne, April 21, 1879. The officer referred to WBI 

Captain Rockwell, Thirty.first MB8B8Chuaetta Volunteers, stationed at Fort Pike in the 
Rigolets. He was a son of Judge Rockwell, of Boston. He subsequently died at Baton 
Rouge. The lIag was the flag of the original First Regiment United States Infantry, 
commanded by Colonel John F. Hamtramack, of Wayne's Legion. It floated over Fort 
Wuhington (Cincinnati), was in the battle of Maumee, and WB8 subsequently hoisted 
at Fort Grandville. After ita long and eventful history it WB8 burned in Mr. Claiborne', 
house, near the Bay of St. Louis, in 1878, together with a 8wOrd worn by C~unt Roch· 
ambeau at the siege of Yorktown. 
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SOUTHERN FLAGS IN THE GREAT REBELUON. 

1860-1865. 

" Acro88 the chasm dark and bloody, 
Where armed hate once cruel stood, 

Let us build anew the union 
Of our common brotherhood. 

II Unfurl for us the nation's banner, 
Flag of a land Corever free i 

We, too, would claim and share its glory, 
As it floats o'er land and sea. 

In the days long past, our Cathers 
Stood beneath the flag's broad Cold i 

In the days to come, our children 
Will with yours its fame uphold. 

II Thus, by friendship'S ties united, 
We will change the bloody past 

Into golden links of union, 
Blending all in love at last. 

"Thus beneath the one broad banner, 
Flag oC the True, the Brave, the Free, 

We will build anew the union, 
FortreBS of our Liberty." ~ 

As in the non-seceding States at the breaking out of the Rebellion 
there was a universal and patriotic display of Union banners, so each 
of the seceding States made haste to desecrate and insult the stars and 
stripes, and display banners with strange devices as emblems of their 
State sovereignty. . 

Three days after the passage of the ordinance of secession, a railway 
train came in from Savannah with twenty delegates of .. the Sons of 
the South," representing three hundred and fifty gentlemen in Georgia. 
They brought with them the banner of their association, which was 
white, with the device of a palmetto-tree, having its trunk entwined 
with a rattlesnake; also five stars and a crescent, and the words, 
.. SEPARATE STATE ACTION." 2 

1 • Virginia to Maaaachusetts, in 1876,' by C. C. Baylor. 
I Senator Baker, of Oregon, who sealed his devotion to the flag with his life at Ball'. 

Bluff, made an eloquent speech for the preservation of the Union, Jan. 12, 1861, during 
which he said: .. The American man·of-war is a noble spectacle. I have _n it enter an 
ancient port in the Meditenanean j all the world wondered at it, and talked about it; 
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.After a little while, in defiance of the very principles of secession, 
these State flags were, as in the loyal North, made subordinate to a gen­

eral union flag established by the Rebellion confederacy. 
On the adjounling of the South Carolina legislature 

(which had provided for a convention) on the 13th of 
November, 1860, a few days after the election of Lincoln 
was ascertained, the members were honored with a torch­
light procession in the streets of Columbia. The old 
banner of the Union was taken down from the State 
House, and the palmetto flag unfurled in its place; and 
it was boastfully declared that the old ensign, «the de­
tested rag of the Union," should never ~aain float in the 
free air of South Carolina. 

On the 16th of November the Chancellor (Dunkin) of 
South Carolina closed his court. and expressed a hope 
that when the members should reassemble it would be 
.. as a court in an independent State, and that State a 
member of a Southern confederacy." The next day was a 
gala-day in Charleston. A pine liberty-pole ninety feet 
in height was erected. and a palmetto flag unfurled from 
its top. The flag was white, with a green palmetto-tree 
in the middle. and bore the motto of South Carolina: 
ANIMIS OPIBUSQUE PARATI; that is, " Prepared in mind 
and resources, ready to give life and property." 

The raising of this flag was greeted with the roar of 
cannon a hundred times repeated, and the Marseillaise 
Hymn. by a band; then followed the Miserere, from 
II Trovatore, played as a requiem for the departed Union. 
Full twenty thousand people participated in this inaugu­

naa ... FUQ- ration of revolution, and the Rev. C. P. Gadsden invoked 
ITAn. the blessing of God upon their acts. These cel'6monies 

were followed by speeches (some from Northern men temporarily in 
Charleston) in which the people were addressed as citizens of the 
Southern republic. Processions filled the streets, bearing from square 
to square many banners with significant inscriptions; such as, " South 

salvos of artillery from forts and shipping in the harbor saluted its flag; princes and 
princeaseB and merchants paid it homage; and all the people bleBBed it as a harbinger of 
hope for their own ultimate freedom. Imagine now the same noble vessel entering the 
lI1IIJ1e haven. The flag of thirty·three IItarB and thirteeu stripes has been hauled down, 
and in its place a signal has been run up which flaunts the devies of a lODe star or of a 
palmetto·tree, MeD ask, • Who is the stranger that thus steals into our waters r' The 
&nBWer, contemptuol18ly given, is, • She comes from one of the obscure republics of North 
America; let her pass on: .. , 
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Carolina goes it alone;" "God, liberty, and the State;" "South Caro­
lina wants no stripes;" " Stand to your arms, Palmetto boys;" "Huzza 
for the Southern confederacy;" "Now or never strike for indepen­
dence ;" "Good-by Yankee Doodle;" "Death to all abolitionists;" 
"Let us bury the Union's dead carcass," &C. 

No Union flag was to be seen upon any staff in the harbor, for vigi­
lance committees, assuming police powers, had already been formed 
to prevent any such lingering display of loyalty.! 

Go\'emor Gist, in his farewell message, December 10, intended as 
much for the convention as the legislature, stimulated it to revolu­
tionary action, and said" he hoped that by the 28th of December no 
flag but the palmetto flag would float over any part of South Carolina. 

Back of the president's chair of the South Carolina convention 
which adopted the ordinances of secession was a banner composed of 

...... -- ........... -..-" 

cotton cloth, with 
devices painted by 
a Charleston artist 
named Alexander. 
The base of the de­
sign was a mass of 
broken and disor­
dered blocks of stone, 
on each of which 
were the name and 
arms of the free 
States. Rising from 
this mass were two 
columns of perfect 
and symmetrical 
blocks of stone, con­
nected by an arch of 
the same material, on 
each of which, fifteen 
in number, were the 
name and coat of 
arms of a slave State . 
South Carolina, fore­

most in the treason, forms the key-stone of the arch, on wllich stood 
Powers's statue of Calhoun, leaning upon the trunk of a palmetto­
tree, and displaying to spectators a scroll inscribed, " Truth, Justice, 
and tM Constitution," On one side of Calhoun Wa.3 a figure of Faith, 

1 Loesing'& Civil War. 
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and on the other side one of Hope. Beyond these, on each side, was 
the figure of an Indian armed with a rifle. In the space between the 
columns, and under the arch, was the device of the seal and flag of 
South Carolina; namely, a palmetto-tree with a rattlesnake coiled 
around its trunk, and at its base a park of cannon and emblems of the 
State's commerce. On a scroll, fluttering from the trunk of the tree, 
were the words, II Southern Republic." Over the whole design, on 
the segment of a circle, were fifteen stars, the number of the slave 
States, and underneath all, II Built jrolll til£, Ruins." The banner was 
intended as a menace and a prophecy. After doing duty in the 
convention, this banner was suspended across the street in front of 
the hall, and by the action of the weather became much faded. It 
was presented by Alexander, the artist, to a cousin of John H. S. 
Fogg, M.D., of Boston, who gave it to that gentleman in 1861. It re­
mained in his possession until 1874, when he presented it to the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society, in whose custody it remains.! 

The Kansas Historical Society has in its possession the flag which 
was carried into that State by a company of South Carolinians in the 
tumultuous early days of its history, and figured conspicuously in law­
rence during the burning of the Free State Hotel and the destruction 
of the press and types of the' Herald of Freedom: May 21, 1856. It 
was captured by Captain James A. Harvey, of Chicago, who commanded 
the ' Free-State Boys' in an engagement near Oskaloosa on the 11th of 
September. It is a crimson banner of cotton stuff, in size four by six 
feet, having in the centre and shown on both sides a large white star; 
and on one side the inscription, "South Carolina," and on the other, 
"Southern Rights." 

The ordinance of secession, having passed the South Carolina con­
vention Dec. 19, 1860, was welcomed by the firing of cannon, the 
ringing of bells, and other demonstrations of joy. The State had 
become a free and independent nation. A procession of gentlemen 
repaired to St. Philip's church-yard, and, encircling the tomb of Cal­
houn, vowed to devote their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred 
honor to Carolinian independence. The sidewalks were crowded 
with ladies wearing bonnets made of black and white Georgia cotton, 
decorated with ornaments of palmetto-trees and lone stars. In the 
frenzy of their misdirected patriotism, they surpassed the men. At 
the ~aning the ordinance, - a ceremouy declared to be profoundly 
grand and impressive, - a venerable clergyman, wbose hair was white 
as snow, implored the favoring auspices of Heaven.s 

1 Dr. Fogg'. letter to G. H. P., Jan. 9, 1879. 
8S 

I Draper, vol. i. p. 615. 
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The Governor was authorized to receive ambassadors, consuls, &c., 
from abroad; to appoint similar officers to represent South Carolina 
in foreign countries, and to organize a cabinet.1 

A banner of red silk was adopted. It bore a blue cross, on which 
were set fifteen stars for the fifteen slaveholding States; one of them, 

central and larger than the rest, represented 
South Carolina. On a red field was a pal­
metto and crescent.2 Polkas and the Marseil­
laise Hymn were played in the streets. The 
Charleston newspapers published intelligence 
from other parts of the United States under 
the title of Fureign News. 

Several of our national airs were strock 
from the music-books in South Carolina, and 

...... a 01' IOVft C4&Ou..... replaced by revolutionary melodies of France, 
with the necessary variations to suit the change of place, &c.8 

In June, 1861, a Charleston, S. C., ship hoisted the flag of the Con­
federate States at Cronstadt, and for 80 doing the captain was arrested 
and placed in the guard-house by the Russian officers. 

On the 21st of December, 1860, there was a general demonstration 
at New Orleans over the secession of South Carolina. One hundred 

guns were fired, and the pelican flag unfurled. 
The Southern Marseillaise was sung as the flag' 
was raised, amid reiterated and prolonged cheers 
for South Carolina and Louisiana. 

A month later, on the 21st of January, the 
legislature of Louisiana convened at Baton Rouge, 
when a flag with fifteen stars, representing the 
number of the slave States, was raised over the 
dome of the capitol The convention met at the 

same place two days Jater (23d), and on the 26th adopted the ordi­
nance of secession by a vote of 113 ayes to 17 noes. When the result 
. was made known, President Mouton arose, wit.h great solemnity of 
manner, and said: "In virtue of the vote just announced, I now de­
clare the connection between the State of Louisiana and the Federal 
Union di8solved, and that she is a free, sovereign, and independent 
power." Then Governor Moore entered the hall with a military officer 
bearing a pelican flag. This was placed in the hands of President 
Mouton, while the spectators and delegates, swayed with excitement, 

1 Boston Journal, Jnly 12, 1861. 
• Newspaper statement. 

t Lossing's Civil War j New York Herald. 
• NatiOllalIDte1ligenoer, December 15; 
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cheered vehemently. When all becam.e quiet, a solemn prayer was 
offered, and the flag was blessed according to the rites of the Roman 
Catholic Church, by Father Hubert.1 

A committee of the convention having in charge the subject of a 
State flag did not approve of the pelican as the symbol of Louisiana, 
and reported the pelican as a bird" in form unsightly, in habits filthy, 
in nature cowardly;" and also that they learned, to their amazement, 
from Audubon II that the story of the pelican feeding its young with 
its own blood is gammon." They therefore did not recommend this 
waterfowl as a fit subject for their flag, but rather one of loathing and 
contumely. 

Subsequently the convention adopted as the flag of Louisiana a 
flag of thirteen stripes,-four blue, six white, and three red, commenc­
ing at the top with the colors as written. The union was red, with its 
sides equal to the width of seven stripes j in its centre was a single, 
pale yellow, five-pointed star.1 

This was the flag which was hoisted on the city hall at New Or­
leans when Farragut appeared before that city, April 25, 1862. 

Two days after the pelican flag was raised at New Orleans, on the 
22d of Decemher, 1860, a secession flag-pole, one hundred feet high, 
was raised at Petersburg, Va., amid the cheers of the people, and a 
palmetto flag hoisted on it. An unknown Union patriot, however, 
during the night sawed down the pole and carried off the flag.8 A 
week later, viz. December 28, the palmetto flag was raised over the 
custom-house and post-office at Charleston, S. C., and upon ForbJ 
Moultrie and Pinckney; and on the 1st of January, 1861, the Palmetto 
Guard held possession of the United States arsenal under the pal­
metto flag. Captain McGowan, reporting the flring upon his vessel, 
the Star of the West, on the 9th of January, by a masked battery on 
Morris's Island, believed to be the first instance in the history of our 
flag of its having been so insulted by our own people, mentions that a 
red palmetto Hag was flying over the battery when it opened its fire. 
These palmetto flags were of various shape, color, and material. There 
is now in the Museum of the Naval Library and Institute at the Boston 
Navy Yard a large white flag, made of bunting, which seems to have 
seen some service. In the centre of the field there is a blue palmetto-

1 Journal of the Convention. 
S General Beauregard's letter to G. H. P., Feb. S, ]871. The aigniftcance of the 

devices of this IIag are not apparent, and in beauty it was far inferior to the old utional 
ensign. 

• New York Daily Ne .... December 24. 
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tree, among the leaves of which are two white crescents or half-moons. 
Surrounding this device is a blue ring, three or four inches in width, 
on which is wrought, in white silk, a star and the legend, "South 
Carolina." The history of this flag is unknown. 

In the flag museum of the War Department at Washington there 
is displayed the first flag that waved over Charleston in 1861, nnd, in 
fact, the first secession flag raised in the confederacy. It is 1\ perfect 
caricature. The material is of dirty white bunting, with a very poor 
representation of a palmetto-tree sewed in the centre. It has eight 
branches, but no leaves, and looks more like a huge spider than any 
thing else. It is surrounded by eleven red stars and a red moon just 
rising. It was used at Forts Sumter and Moultrie, and in the forti­
fications around Charleston. 

On the passage of the Alabama ordinance of secession, December, 
1860, an immense mass meeting was held in front of the capitol at 
Montgomery, and a secession flag, presented by the women of Mont­
gomery, was raised on the State House; salutes were fired, and in the 
evening the town was illuminated. At Mobile, on the reception of the 
news, a crowd assembled at the secession pole at the foot of Govern­
ment Street, to witness the spreading of the Southern ftaiJ, and it was 
run up amid the shouts of the multitude and the thunder of cannon. 
The crowd then repaired in procession to the United States custom­
house with a band of music playing the Southern Marseillaise, and a 
lone star flag was waved amid enthusiastic shouts. In the fireworks 
and illuminations the ensuing evening the Southern Cross gleamed in 
lines of fire, and competed with the oft-repeated Lone Star. 

The constellation of the Southern Cross caunot be seen anywhere 
within the boundaries of the Southern States. An Alabama State flag, 
originally white, having on one side the State arms and motto, and on 
the other a scroll, inscribed, "OUR HOMES, OUR RIGHTS, WE ENTRUST 
TO YOUR KEEPING, BRAVE SONS OF ALABAMA," surmounted by seven 
stars linked together, is preserved in the war museum at Washington. 

In the Virginia convention an ordinance was passed that the flag 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia should hereafter be bunting, "which 
shall be a deep blue field with a circle of white in the centre, upon 
which shall be painted or embroidered, to show both sides alike, the 
coat of arms of the State as described by the convention of 1776, for 
one side of the seal of the State, viz. 'Virtus, the genius of the Com­
monwealth, dressed like nn Amazon, resting upon a spear with one 
hand, and bolding a sword in the other, and treading on Tyranny, rep­
resented by a man prostrate, a crown fallen from his head, a broken 
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chain in his left hand, and a scourge in his right. In the exergue, 
the word VIRGINIA over the head of Virtus, and underneath the 
words Sic Semper TyranniB.' " 

The flag thrown to the breeze from the flag-staff of the State cap­
itol of Georgia, when an artillery salute announced that the ordinance 
of secession was adopted, bore the coat of arms of the State, viz. the 
arch of the constitution, supported by the three pillars of WISDOM, 
JUSTICE, and MODERATION, on a white field. The flags 'Used by the 
State troops during the civil war bore the same device, with the name 
of the regiment on the reverse. These were the State flags before as 
well as during the war. No State secession flag was adopted by 
Georgia.1 In the Washington Museum there is a • stars and bars' flag, 
with the coat of arms of Georgia in the centre of the union surrounded 
by silver stars, and beneath a scroll, inscribed on one side, II Presented 
by the ladies of Henry j" on the other, .. Lackey Rangers. Victory or 
Deat"'." 

The flag adopted by the convention of North Carolina, May 26, 
1861, consisted of a perpendicular red bar next the staff, in width 
one-third the length of the flag, the fly of the flag being divided 
equally in two horizontal bars, white and blue, the white in chief. 
1\e centre of the red bar was charged with a large, five-pointed white 
star, and above and beneath it, in white letters, the inscriptions, " May 
20, 1775," "May 20, 1861," the dates of the Mechlenburg declaration 
of independence and of the State ordinance of secession. 

A flag of this description captured from the Thirty-fifth North 
Carolina Volunteers is in the Washington Museum. After the naval 
battle at Hatteras Inlet, July 30, 1861, Lieutenant Bankhead, of the 
United States ship Susquehanna, brought off from the forts two flags 
as trophies. One was a color standard made of heavy twilled silk, 
fringed with gold j the colors red and white, the union blue, having 
a gilt star on each side. On one side was inscribed, "Presented by 
the ladies ~f Shiloh, Camden County, to the North Carolina defend­
ers." Over the star was "May 20,1775," underneath," :May 20, 1861." 
The letters and star were gold gilt, and beautifully executed. The 
other flag bore this inscription, "Independent Greys, August 1, 1859;" 
its union had nine stars.2 

Early in February, 1861, a convention of six of the seceding States, 
viz. South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and 

1 Manuscript letter of Willinm T. Thompeon, editor of the Savannah Daily Morning 
News. 

J Barton's Cruise of the United States Steamer Susquehanna, 1860-63, 
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Florida, assembled at Montgomery, Ala. These States were rep1"&­
sented by forty-two delegates. Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi, was 
elected President, and Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia, Vice-Presi­
dent, of these confederated States of America for the current year. 

While a committee had the matter of a permanent government 
under considel-ation, the convention discussed the subject of a national 
flag. Various devices were presented. The designers, in many in­
stances, were patriotic ladies, and ma.ny of these designs were but 
modifications of the grand old stars and stripes. 

On the 9th of February, Mr. Memminger presented to the conven­
tion a flag sent by the young ladies of Charleston, S. C., as a model 
flag for the Confederate States; the device was a blue cross on a red 
field, with six white five-pointed stars or mullets blazoned on the 
cross. At the same time he presented another, from a gentleman, 
which had fifteen stars within a cross,1 but the cross upon a different 
ground. 

On presenting these flags, Mr. Memminger said:-
.. Mr. President, the idea of union, no doubt, 'was suggested to the 

imagination of the young ladies by the beauteous constellation of the 
Southern Cross, which the great Creator has placed in the southern 
heavens, by way of compensation for the gloriolls constellation at the 
north pole. The imagination of the young ladies was, no doubt, in­
spired by the genius of Dante and the scientific skill of Humboldt. 
But, sir, I have no doubt that there was another idea associated with 
it in the minds of the young ladies, - a religious one, - and although 
we have not seen in'the heavens the 'In hoc signo mnces,' written upon 
the laburnum of Constantine, yet the same sign has been manifested 
to us upon the tablets of the earth; for we all know that it has been 
by the aid of revealed religion that we have achieved over fanaticism 
the victory which we this day witness; and it is becoming, on this 
occasion, that the debt of the South to the cross should be thus rec­
ognized. I have also, Mr. President, a commission from a gentleman 
of taste and skill in the city of Charleston, who offers another model, 
which embraces the same idea of a cross, but upon a different ground. 
The gentleman who offers this model appears to be more hopeful than 

1 The 'New York Bernld' about this time publillhed a rode representation or what 
purported to be the flag of the Southern confellemcy, which WII8 probably the flag ahoY. 
referred to. This flag had a red field chargt>d \\;tb R bllle l.Altin cross. The cross bla­
loned with fifteen white stars, the centre star for Sonth Carolina being laraer thaD the 
rest; a white polmetto·tree and white crescent were in the upper canton of the flng next 
the stalT. 
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'the young ladies. They offer one with seven stars, - six for the States 
already represented in this Congress, and the seventh for Texas, whose 
deputies we hope will soon be on their way to join us. He offers a 
flag which embraces the whole fifteen States. God grant that his 
hope Dlay soon be realized, and that we may soon welcome their stars 
to the glorious constellation of Southern confederacy." 

These remarks were applauded, and a committee of one delegate 
from each State was appointed to report a device for a national flag 
and seal. Mr. Brooke, of Mississippi, offered a resolution to instmct 
the committee to report a design for a flag a8 similar a8 possiJJ16 to tJw.t 
of tM, United States, making O'Aly BUCk changes a8 skould gi~ them dis­
ti'ltdion. In his speech he spoke of the associations which clustered 
around the old ensign,-associations which could never be effaced. 
" Sir," he said, "let us preserve it as far as we can; let us continue to 
hallow it in our memory, and still pray that 

'Long may it wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the bral"e.' " 

His eulogy of the old flag was 80 full of Union sentiment that it 
was regarded as treasonable, and Brooke was severely rebuked Wil­
liam Porcher Miles, of South Carolina, the chairman of the committee, 
protested against the resolution and the utterance of the mover. He 
gloried more, a thousand times, in the palmetto flag of his State. He 
had regarded, "from his youth, the stars and stripes as the emblem of 
oppression and tyranny." He was so warmly applauded that Brooke, 
at the suggestion of a friend, withdrew his motion. 

W. W. Boyce, of South Carolina, who had been a member of the 
United States Congress seven years, presented a model for a flag which 
he had received, with a. letter, from Mrs. C. Ladd, of Winnsboro', 
who described it as "tricolored, with a red union, seven stars, and 
the crescent moon." She offered her three boys to her country, and 
suggested " Washington Republic" as a name for the new nation. 
In presenting the flag, Boyce said: "I will take the liberty of read­
ing her letter to the Congress. It is full of authentic fire. It is 
worthy of Rome in her best days, and might well have been read 
in the Roman Senate on that disastrous day when the victorious ban­
ner of the great Carthaginian was visible from Mont Aventine. And 
I may add, sir, that as long as our women are impelled by these sub­
lime sentiments, and our mountains yield the metals out of which 
weapons are forged, the lustrous stars of our unyielding confederacy 
will never pale their glorious fires, though baffi.ed oppression may 
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threaten with its impotent sword, or, more dangerous still, seek to 
beguile with the siren song of conciliation." 

Chilton, Tombs, Stephens, and others presented devices for flags. 
They were sent in daily from the cotton-growing States, a great many 
of them showing attachment to the old banner, yet accompanied by 
the most fervid expressions of sympathy with the Southern cause. 

Two young women, Rebecca C. Ferguson and Mollie A D. Sinclair, 
in the art department of the Tuscogee Female College, sent in seven 
designs. In their letter they . said that "amidst all their efforts at 
originality, there ever danced before them visions of the star-gemmed 
flag, with its party-colored stripes, that floated so proudly over the late 
United States. Let us snatch from the eagle of the cliff our idea of 
independence, and cull from the earth diamonds, and gems from the 
heavens, to deck the flag of the Southern confederacy. With cotton 
for king, there are seven States bound by a chain of sisterly love that 
will strengthen by time, as onward, right onward, they move up the 
glorious path of Southern independence." 

In the seven devices offered, the principal members were an eagle, 
stars, and a cotton-bale. These devices were presented by Mr. Chil­
ton, of Alabama.. 

A public man notes in his diary, under date " Washington, March 6, 
1861. At Montgomery, --found the women much more violent and 
disposed to mischief than the men, many of the Indies almost openly 
expressing their wish to see the' Confederate flag' planted at Washing­
ton. It appears, too, that of this same Confederate flag a number of 
models have been furnished by ladies. Copies of some of these-­
had brought on, and he exhibited them to me. Nothing can be im­
agined more childish and grotesque than most of them were. The 
abler men at Montgomery, he tells me. are urgent that the seceded 
States should claim the flag of the United States as their own, - a 
proposition which I should suppose would be quite &.aareeable to Mr. 
Sumner and others who have not yet got over their disposition to 
denounce the Union as a' covenant with death and an agreement with 
hen:" 1 

On motion of Ml'. Miles, of South Carolina, the subject of a flag 
for the confederacy was referred to a committee of six members, one 
from each State represented in the convention; viz., Messrs. Miles, 
of South Carolina; Morton. of Florida; Shorter, of Alabama; Barton, 
of Georgia; Sparrow, of Louisiana; and Harris, of Mississippi; and 

1 Diary or a Public 1tlan, Part IV. North American Review for November, 1879, 
p. 486. See note, p. 401. 
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on the 5th of March Mr. Miles, the chairman of the committee to 
whom the subject was referred, submitted the following report: -

II The committee appointed to select a proper Hag for the Confed­
erate States of America beg leave to report that they have given this 
subject due consideration, and carefully inspected the designs submit­
ted to them. The number of these has been immense, but they all 
may be divided into two great classes. First, those which copy and 
preserve the principal features of the United States Hag, with slight 
and unimportant modifications. Secondly, those which are very elab­
orate, complicated, or fantastical. The objection to the first class is 
that none of them, at any considerable distance, could readily be dis­
tinguished from the one which they imitate. Whatever attachment 
may be felt, from association, for the stars and stripes (an attachment 
which your committee may be permitted to say they do not all share), 
it is manifest that, in inaugurating a new government, we cannot 
retain the Hag of the government from which we have withdrawn, 
with any propriety, or without encountering very obvious practical 
difficulties. There is no propriety in retaining the ensign of a gov­
ernment which, in the opinion of the States composing this confed­
eracy, had become so oppressive and injurious to their interests, as to 
require their separation from it. It is idle to talk of keeping the Hag 
of the United States, when we have voluntarily seceded from them. 
It is superfluous to dwell upon the pmctical difficulties which would 
How from the fact of two distinct, and probably hostile, governments, 
both employing the same, or very similar Hags. It would be a politi­
cal and military solecism. It would lead to perpetual disputes. As 
to the glories of the old Hag. we must bear in mind that the battles of 
the Revolution, about which our fondest and proudest memories clus­
ter, were not fought beneath its folds i and although in more recent 
times, in the war of 1812, and in the war with Mexico, the South did 
win her fair share of glory, and shed her full measure of blood under 
its guidance and in its defence, we think the impartial pages of history 
will preserve and commemorate the fact more imperishably than a 
mere piece of striped bunting. When the colonies achieved their in­
dependence of the mother country (which, up to the last, they fondly 
called her), they did not desire to retain the British flag, or any thing 
at all similar to it. Yet under that Hag they had fought in their in­
fancy for their very existence, against more than one determined foe. 
Under it they had repelled and driven back the relentless savage, and 
carried it farther and farther into the decreasing wilderness as the stand­
ard of civilization and religion. Under it youthful Washington won 
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his spurs in the memorable and unfortunate expedition of Braddock. 
and Americans helped to plant it on the Plains of Abraham when the 
immortal Wolfe fell, covered with glory, in the arms of victory. But 
our forefathers, when they separated themselves from Great Britain,­
a separation not on account of their hatred of the English Constitu­
tion or of English institutions, but in consequence of the tyrannical 
and unconstitutional rule of Lord North's administration, and because 
their destiny beckoned them on to independent expansion and achieve­
ment, - cast no lingering, regretful looks behind. They were proud of 
their heritage in the glories and genius and language of Old England, 
but they were influenced by the spirit of the North, of the great 
Hampden, Vestigia nulla retrorsum. They were determined to build 
up a. new power among the nations of the world. They therefore did 
not attempt to keep the old flags. We think it good to imitate them 
in this comparatively little matter, as well as emulate them in greater 
and more important ones. The committee, on examining the repre­
sentations of the flags of all countries, found that Liberia and the 
Sandwich Islands had flags 80 similar to that of the United States 
that it seemed to them an additional, if not a conclusive, reasou why 
we should not keep, copy, or imitate it. They feel no inclination to 
borrow at second hand what had been pilfered and appropriated by a 
free negro community and a race of savages. It must be admitted, 
however, that something was conceded by the committee to w/w.t 
seemtd 80 stron.g and earnest a desire to retain at lea8t a suggestWn of 
the old stars and stripes. So much for the mass of models or designs 
more or less copied from, or assimilated to, the United States flag. 
With reference to the second class of designs, those of an elaborate 
and complicated character (but many of them showing considerable 
artistic skill and taste), the committee will merely remark that, how­
ever pretty they may be when made up by the cunning skill of a fair 
lady's fingers, in silk, satin, and embroidery, they are not appropriate 
as flags. A flag should be simple, readily made, and, above all, capa­
ble of being made up in bunting; it should be different from the flag 
of any other country, place, or people; it should be significant; it 
should be readily distinguishable at a distance; the colors should be 
well contrasted and durable; and, lastly, and not the least important 
point, it should be effective and handsome. 

"The committee humbly think that the flag wbich they submit 
combines these requisites. It is very e&.."y to make. It is entirely 
different from any national flag. The three colors of which it is 
composed, red, white, and blue, are the true republican colors. In 
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heraldry, they are emblematic of the three great virtues,-of valor, 
purity, and truth. Naval men assure us that it can be recognized at a 
great distance. The colors contrast admirably, and are lasting. In 
effect and appearance it must speak for itself. 

" Your committee therefore recommended that THE FLAG OF THE 

CONFEDERATE STATES or AMERICA s}w.ll ctm8'ist of a red fold, 'With a 
white space extending Jwrizun,tally through the centre, and equal in 'Width 
to Ulu-tlLird the 'Width of the }lag j the red spaces above and below to be 
of the same 'Width as the white. The union bllu, extending down thrOltgh 
the white space, and stopping at the lower red space j in the centre of the 
union, a circle of white stars, corresponding in number with the States of 
the confederacy. 

"If adopted, long may it wave over a brave, a free, and a virtuous 
people. May the career of the confederacy, whose duty it will then 
be to support and defend it, be such as to endear it to our children's 
children, as the flag of a loved, because a just and benign government, 
and the cherished symbol of its valor, purity, and truth." 1 

The report was adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Withers, of South 
Carolina, the whole report was entered upon the journal of the day 
previous, thus making the birth of the' stars and bars,' as the flag soon 
came to be called, the symbol of the new empire, simultaneous with 
the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln as President of the United States 
at Washington.1I 

This flag with seven stars in its union was first displayed in public 
on the 4th of March, 1861, when it was unfurled over the State House 
at Montgomery, Ala. 

Coming, as this report did, from a committee whose chairman had 
said in debate, "he had always looked, even from the cradle, upon the 
stars and stripes as an emblem of tyranny and oppression," it is con­
clusive that there still existed a strong yearning in the popular heart 
for our old Hag, and all the memories and battle-fields on which it had 

1 Mr. Miles, in a letter to General Beauregard, Aug. 21, 1861, says: II Although I 
wu chainnan of the fIsg committee who reported the present ftag, it was not my indi­
vidual choice." After describing, by means of a rough drawing, a fIsg like the battle.ftag 
afterwards adopted as his preference, he continues: II But I am boring you with my pet 
hobby on the matter of the flag. I wish sincerely that Congress would change the pres­
ent one; but I fear it is just as hard now as it was at Montgomery to tear people away 
.minly Jf'fYm 1M daire to approprio.te 801M remi1&~ oj the old flag." 

I We protest, says the ' Montgomery Mail,' against the word 'litripes,' as applied to the 
broad bar. of the fIsg of our confederacy. The word is quite appropriate, as applied to the 
Yankee ensigns or a barber's pole, but it does not correctly describe the red and white 
divisions of the ftag of the Confederate States. The word is 'ban,' we have removed from 
under the stripes.-New York World, April 2, 1861. 
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been consecrated. It is reasonable to hope that, with time, its restora­
tion will be as popular to the Southern sentiment as its abandonment 
was distastefuI.l 

The Confederate general, William C. Wickham, in a letter written 
after the war, said: "I have often said to those with whom I was on 
terms of friendship that I never saw the United States flag, even when 
approaching me in battle, that I did not feel arising those emotions of 
regard for it that it had been wont to inspire. I have, in like manner, 
said that one of the most painful sights I had ever seen was on the 
night of the first battle of Manassas, when I saw an officer trailing the 
flag in the dust before a regiment of the line." 

Many incidents show that the old flag was not surrendered in the 
people's heart without a struggle.s Even Admiral Semmes, the captain 
of the Alabama, confessed his regret that the stars and stripes had to 
be abandoned. A little child, who, in other days, had learned to re­
vere the stars and stripes, upon being' told that he must in future say 
• stars and bars,' wanted to know whether the bars were to bar tM 
Yankees out.8 

The editor of the • Savannah Morning News" says: "I was pres­
ent in Montgomery at the organization of the provisional govern­
ment of .the Confederate States, and during the session of the first 
provisional congress. My friend and townsman, General F. S. Barlow, 
was chairman of the committee on the flag and seal, and being 
much in his room, I had an opportunity of seeing the numerous 

1 A vessel from a Florida port arrived at Havana with the Confederate flag flying. 
The boat of the captain.general immediately went alongside, and required it should be at 
once lowel'ell, as it represented no known nation. The master, who had an American en­
sign at hand, hoisted it in its place. He then went to the United States consul, Mr. 
Savage, and presented a register from the Confederate States, which the consul would not 
recognize j but on the master's representing that he had taken command at the last mo­
ment, and the register was taken out in the name of his pl'edecI'ssor in command, and on 
his taking oath that the vessel was wholly owned by citizens of the United States, the 
consul granted him a sea-letter to enable him to return to the United States, but retained 
the Confederate register, and forwarded it to Washington. 

The case was anomalons. The ownera might be really loyal citizens, but forced, in 
the absence of United States officers, to take out Confederate State papers j and the consul 
was unwilling to refnse having any thing to do with her, after she had hoisted the United 
States flag. -NtID York Ezpreu, April 27, 1861. 

Aug. 31, 1861. The Captain-General of Cuba ordered the ports of that island to ad­
mit vessels with the flag of the confederation of the South, for the purpose of legitimate 
trade, and to be protected in the said ports. - Rebellion Record. 

S The 'Savannah Republican' called upon the Confederate Congress to re-erect the 
stars and stripes as their national flag, and resume upon the Southern lyre thoee glorious 
old tunes, ' Hail Columbia' and the 'Star-Spangled Bwmer.· 

• }fobile Evening News. 
, Letter of William T. Thompson to G. H. P., Dec. 25, 1871. 
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designs for a flag which were sent from all parts of the South, and 
often discussed with him and other members of the committee their 
respective merits." There was a very general desire to depart as little 
as possible from the old flag, and yet the necessity for distinction was 
felt by all. The difficulty was to preserve the liberty colors, and yet 
to have a flag that did not too much resemble that of some other 
nation. Many very elaborate and quaint designs modelled in silk, 
and painted on paper or Canvas, most of which could not have been 
made of bunting, were submitted and rejected. The session was on 
the eve of closing, when, as a last resort, the stars and bars, with which 
you are no doubt familiar, were adopted. This flag was used, and, by 
its resemblance to the stars and stripes, caused some confusion at the 
first battle of Manassas, in which Geneml Barlow fell. 

In 1867, Semmes, in the name of the ladies of a Baptist fair at 
Memphis, presented to the captain of the steamer Continental a set 
of colors, consisting of four flags, - the stars and stripes for the stern, 
the boat-flag for the jackstaff, and two blue flags for the wheel-houses. 
He accompanied the presentation with the following address: "Cap­
tain, at the late fair which was held at the Baptist tabernacle in 
this city, a set of colors was voted to the most popular steamboat ply­
ing upon our Southern waters. The choice has fallen upon the gal­
lant little Continental, of which you are captain; and the ladies of the 
tabernacle have done me the honor to request that I should present 
them to you. I assure you, Captain, that this is a real pleasure, both 
because it gives me the opportunity of serving the ladies, of whom I 
am always the humble knight and servitor, and of meeting some of 
my professional friends on a social occasion. I do not know whether 
the thought has struck others as oddly as it has struck myself, that I 
should be standing here, amid this gay throng, about to present the 
stars and stripes to one of the enrolled vessels of the United States; 
to restore, as it were, the star-spangled banner to the masthead of the 
merchant ship, from which, in times gone by, I have so often caused 
it to descend. But such are some of the revolutions of history. To 
the unthinking multitude, I have indeed been a great sinner and a 
great rebel; but to the more thoughtful, I have been only a patriot. 
Paradoxical as the statement may appear to some of my hearers, I 
have never warred against the institutions of my country. I have 
always cherished an affection for the principles of the old Constitution 
and the old flag; and it was only when the old flag became a new flag, 
and ceased to represent those principles, that I consented to war against 
it. One of the first acts performed by the Provisional Congress that 
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met at Montgomery was to adopt the old Constitution as the Consti­
tution of the Confederate States j and, but for the confusion which 
would have arisen from the use of the same by the contending annies. 
that Congress would, no doubt, have claimed and adopted the old Hag 
also. The two - the Constitution and the flag - had always been 
nnited in the mind and heart of every American, and it was difficult to 
separate them. As, then, our war was one for the old Constitution, it 
follows, logically, that we were arrayed Bt,lYBinst the old flag, because 
it had ceased to represent that constitution. The stars and stripes 
that I hold in my hand were no longer, in our judgment, the stars and 
stripes of the revolution of 1776, or of the war of 1812; and when we 
fired upon them, we fired upon what we conceived to be a new and 
strange emblem, that had been unknown to our fathers. But the strife 
is now ended. 

"We were beaten in the war, and the flag of the conqueror became 
our flag. Take, then, these colors, Captain j they are the colors of our 
common country, whatever may be their present signification. We 
can all feel an honest pride in their more ancient history, as I trust 
we shall be enahled to do in their future history. With regard to 
what I may call their especial history, - that is, the history which 
covers four years of our internecine war,-it is our duty, both as 
Christians and brethren, to forget it. Let us of the South do our part 
by closing them with a teIlder and gentle hand, so that no scars may 
remain to remind us of the conflict. And let us endeavor also to 
convert this new flag into the old flag again, that we may love 
it as of yore. Then truly may we exclaim with the author of our 
national anthem,-

I The star-spangled banner, oh, long may it wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the bravp!" 

A Charleston correspondent to the' Richmond Examiner' wrote: 
"Let us never surrender to the North the lIoble song, the • Star-Spangled 
Banner.' It is Southern in its origin, in sentiments, poetry, and song; 
in its associations with chivalrous deeds, it is ours; and the time, I 
trust, is not remote when the broad stripes and brilliant stars of the 
Confederate flag of the South will wave triumphantly over our capitol, 
Fortress Monroe, and every fort within our borders." 1 This was within 
a month after the stars and bars had been adopted. 

Soon after the adoption of the' stars and bars: the burial of the 
'stars and stripes' was publicly celebrated at Memphis, Tenn. A pit 

1 Richmond Examiner, April 4, 1861. 
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was dug by the side of the statue of General Jackson, in the public 
square of that city. Then a procession of five hundred citizens, escort­
ing eight men carrying a coffin in which was an American flag, slowly 
approached the spot, headed by a band of music playing the' Dead 
March.' The coffin was placed in the grave, the words, .. ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust," were sacrilegiously pronounced, and the grave filled up. 

The same month, the Hon. A. H. Stephens was escorted by a large 
procession through Savannah, which carried a painted representation 
of the American flag, tom and suspended from a broken staff. Under· 
neath was a grave, with the words, ReCCi'l:6 me. This outrage upon the 
flag aroused deep disgust and indignation among the still loyal por­
tions of the citizens, and the venerable pastor of the Seamen's Bethel 
openly denounced the proceedings, declaring Savannah bad been the 
first to dishonor the glorious banner 9f tbe Union. On being threatened 
with violence, he told tbe mob that, though he was an old man, he 
would defend himself, and some of them would bite the dust if they 
laid hands on him. 

The flag adopted by the Confederate Congress on the 5th day of 
March, 1861, did Dot meet with general approval, and numerous de­
vices, considered by their authors more appropriate, continued to be 
presented. The stars and bars did not satisfy those who wished to 
retain the old flag, and was too nearly allied to the old flag in its 
devices to suit those who wished to tear away from it altogether. In 
use on the battle-field, its resemblance to the stars and stripes led to 
confusion and mistakes. 

At the first battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1861, called by the Con­
federates f the battle of Manassas,' the opposing regimental colors 
were so alike, that each accused the other party of displaying its 
colors. On that account, General Jo..~eph E. Johnston attempted 
to substitute State colors for those of the confederacy, but being 
unable to obtain them, except for the Virginia rebriments, designs 
were called for. Most of the designs were by Louisianians, and pre­
sented by General Beauregard; the one selected had a red ground, with 
a blue diagonal cross emblazoned with white stars, one for each State, 
and when first submitted was oblong in shape. General Johnston 
changed this oblong to a square flag, the infantry colors being four, 
artillery three, and the cavalry standards two and a half feet. They 
were furnished to the anny of Virginia by the quartermaster's depart­
ment, and adopted by all the troops that served east of the Mississippi.1 

The stars and bars continued to be flown as the ensign of the COD-

1 Letter of Colouel E. C. Andersou, of Sa'l'llunab. 
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federacy on flag-staffs and by the shipping. In the field it was 
almost entirely superseded by General Beauregard's battle-flag.1 

No other flag was used by the Confederates in the field after it was 
adopted and furnished to the troops in Virginia, October, 1861.2 

The full history of this flag is contained in the following letter from 
General Beauregard. The original design, prepared by lIr. E. C. Han­
cock, of New Orleans, April, 1861, and presented by Colonel J. B. 
Walton for adoption, September, 1861, is in the possession of the 
Southern Historical Society of New Orleans. 

"OFFlCB NBW ORLEANS AND CARROLLTON RAILROAD COIIPA.'fY, 

"NBW ORLItAN8, Jan. 24, 1872. 

.. DEAR SIR, - In answer to the inquiries contained in your letter of the 
3d inst., relative to the origin of the Confederate battle-flag and the devices 
of the Louisiana State flag, flying on the City Hall of New Orlesns when 
Commodore Farragut appeared before this city in April, 1862, I give you, 
with pleasure, the following information:-

.. At the battle of Manassas, on the 21st of July, 1861, J found it difficult 
to distinguish our tlien Confederate flag from the United Statea flag (the two 
being so much alike), especially when General Jubal A. Early made the flank. 
movement which decided the fate of the day; and I then resolved to have 
ours changed, if practicable, or to adopt for my command a battle-flag which 
would be entirely different from any State or Federal flag I After the battle, 
it was found that many persons in both armies firmly believed that each side 
had used, as a stratagem, the flags of his opponent. General Joseph E. 
Johnston, commanding the Confederate States forces, determined to have 
the troops furnished with their State flags, and I entered into correspondence 
with Colonel William Porcher Miles, the chairman of the House Military 
Committee, to have our national flag changed. But that was found to be 
inlpracticable at the time, and none of the States except Virginia having 
furnished flags to their troops, General Johnston, on consultation at Fairfax 
Court House, Virginia, with General G. W. Smith, commanding the army 
of the Shenandoah (2d corps), and myself, commanding the army of the 
Potomac (1st corps), decided to adopt a battle:flag for our forces. Many 
designs were presented, and we gave the preference to one of those offered 
by Colonel J. B. Walton, commanding the Louisiana Washington artillery, 
which corresponded closely to the olle recommended to Congress by Colonel 
Miles, as our first national flag. Both were oblong; the field was red, the 
bars blue, and the stars white; but Colonel Walton's had the LatiA cross, 
and Colonel Miles's the St. J.ndrew'" which removed the objection that many 
of our soldiers might have to fight under the former symbol General Jobn-

1 Letter of William T. Thompson, editor of the • Sanzmah N en.' 
I General John.ton. 
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ston preferred a square fiag, to render it more convenient to carry; and we 
finally adopted, in September, 1861, the well-known battle-flag of the army of 
the Potomac (as it was first called), to which our soldiers became so devoted. 

Its field was red or crimson, its bars were blue, and, running diagonally 
acl'08S from one comer to the other, formed the Greek Cl'08S; the stars 
on the bars were white or gold, their number being equal to the number of 
States in the confederacy; the blue bars were separated from the red field by 
a small white fillet. The size of the flag, for infantry, was fixed at 4 x 4 
feet, for artillery, at 3 x 3 feet, and for cavalry, at 2j x 2! feet. It had the 
merit of being small and light, and of being very distinct at great distances. 
But it was not accepted by the Confederate government until it had been 
consecrated by many a hard-fought battle, when it became the union of our 
I«07Id and third Confederate national flags.1 

.. When I assumed command of the troops in Western Tennessee, Febru­
ary, 1862, I found that General Polk had adopted for his forces a fiag nearly 
similar to the one I had designed for the army of the Potomac, i. e. a blue 
field with a white St. Andrew's cross, and blue or gold stars. General Har­
dee had for his division a blue field with a full white circle in its centre. I 
gave orders to have them replaced as soon as practicable by the battle-flag of 
the army of the Potomac. In September, 1862, when I returned to Charles­
ton, I substituted the same banner for the State flags, then principally used 
in the department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. It became thus 
in our armies the emblem of Southern valor and patriotism; and should we 
ever be compelled to have a foreign war, I trust that this standard will be 
adopted as our national battle-flag, to which Southern soldiers will always 
gladly rally in a just cause.' 

.. The State flag referred to by you was adopted by the secession conven­
tion, and contained thirteen stripes, - four blue, six white, and three red, 
commencing at top with the colors as written. The union was red, with its 
sides equal to the width of seven stripes; in its centre waS a single pale 
yellow star with five points. 

.. I remain, yours truly, 
.. G. T. BEAUREGARD." 

On the 3d of February, 1872, Geneml Beauregard transmitted to 
the Southern Historical Society of New Orleans, for preservation in 
its archives, a copy of this letter, together with the following corre-

1 This paragraph, from II Ita field," &c., W88 added by General Beauregard in another 
letter to me, dated Jan. 29, 1872. - G. H. P. 

I Should, unfortunately, our country engage in another war, foreign or domestic, it it 
to be hoped that our dear old flag, the Btar-spangled banner of .. the Union," will be soul­
inspiring to the soldien of the common country, whether Northern, Southern, Eastern, 
or WeaterD, and that aU lleCtional emblems will be subservient beneath ita folds.­
G. H. P. 

88 
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spondence accompanying the original flag design, prepared, at the 
request of Colonel J. B. Walton, by Mr. Edward C. Hancock:-

.. RICHMOND, Aug. 27, 1861. 

"General G. T. BBAUREGARD, Fairfax Court House, Va. : 

"DBAR GENERAL, - I received your letter concerning the flag yestenlay, 
and cordially concur in all that you I&y. Although I was chairman of the 
flag committee who reported the present flag, it was not my individual 
choice. I urged upon the committee a -flag of this 8Ort: [Dtlign ddrkd.] 

.. This is very rough, - the proportions are bad. [D-U" 0/ COft./tderaie 
battle-flag (U it iB.J 

"The above is better. The ground red, the cross blue (edged with white), 
stars white. 

"This was my favorite. The three colors of red, white, and blue were 
preserved in it. It avoided the religious objection about the cross (from the 
Jews and many Protestant sects), because it did not stand out 80 conspicu­
ously as if the cross had been placed upright, thus: [Duign lketc/&ed. J 

"Besides, in the form I proposed, the cross was more heraldric than eccle­
siastical, it being the saltire of heraldry, and significant of strength and 
progress (from the Latin laito, to leap). The stars ought always to be white, 
~r argent, because they are then blazoned, proper (or natural color). Stars, 
too, show better on an azure field than any other. Blue stars on a white 
field would not be handsome or appropriate. The white edge (as I term it) 
to the blue is partly a necessity to prevent what is called false blazoning. or 
a solecism in heraldry, viz. blazoning color on color, or metal on metal. n 
would not do to put a blue cross, therefore, on a red field. Hence the white, 
being metal argent, is put on the red, and the blue put on the white. The 
introduction of the white between the blue and red adds also much to the 
brilliancy of the colors, and brings them out in strong relief. 

"But I am boring you with my pet hobby in the matter of the flag. I 
wish sincerely that Congress would change the present one. Your reasons 
are conclusive in my mind. But I fear it is just as hard now as it was at 
Montgomery to tear the people away entirely from the desire to appropriate 
lOme reminiscence of the old flag. Weare now so close to the end of the 
session, that even if we could command votes (upon a fair hearing), I greatly 
fear we cannot get such hearing. Some think the Provisional Congress ought 
to leave the matter to the permanent. This might, then, be but a provisional 
flag. Yet, as you truly say, after a few more victories, association will come 
to the aid of the present flag, and then it will be more difficult than ever 
to effect a change. I fear nothing can be done; but I will try. I will, so 
soon as I can, urge the matter of the badges. The President is too sick to 
be seen at present by anyone. 

" Very respectfully youn, 
"WK. POROllER lfJLJr8.." 
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"Naw OJU.E.Uis, Jan. 80, 1872. 

.. DUB SIR, - The flag design referred to by you in your communica­
tion to Captain Preble, U. S. N., as having been submitted for adoption 
at the consultation held at Fairfax Court House, Va., subsequent to the 
rottle of Manassas, was, at my request, designed and executed by Mr. Ed­
ward C. Hancock (now associate editor of the 'New Orleans Times ') some 
time during the month of April, 1861. On leaving New Orleans with my 
command for Richmond, in May, 1861, I carried with me the design to that 
city, where it ,vas freely exhibited and generally approved. Among others, 
it was shown to Colonel Porcher Miles, member of the flag committee • 

.. In regard to its adoption by the conference of officers, and subsequent 
modification to correspond with Colonel Miles's draft, I beg leave to confirm 
the statement made by yourself to Captain Gee. H. Preble, U. S. N. 

"The original design remained in my possession nntil about a year ago, 
when, recognizing its probable historic value, I returned it to Mr. Hancock, 
who now transmits it to your care. 

" In conclusion, I have only to state that there can be no doubt in regard 
to the design forwarded having been the original of the Confederate batt!&­
flag, an~ as such is entitled to careful preservation. 

" I am, General, very respectfully yours, 
"J. B. WALTON • 

.. To General G. T. BEAuamuD, New Orleans." 

"General G. T. BUUBBGAIlD: 
"NEW OaLBANs, Feb. 1,1872. 

"DEAB SIR, - In response to your expressed wishes, I herewith transmit 
for donation to the Historical Society the original flag design prepared by me 
in the month of April, 1861, at the request of Colonel J. B. Walton. 

"Colonel W. returned the document to me about one year ago, advising 
its careful preservation as an historical memento. Believing that this end 
can be best achieved in the manner proposed, I cheerfully intrust it to your 
care. 

"With the highest considerations of esteem, I remain, General, respect­
fully yours, 

"EDw. C. HANOOCK." 

This correspondence, published in the • New Orleans Times,' was 
the occasion of the following letters from General Beauregard and 
Colonel Miles, which contain additional information on the subject:-

"OFFICB NEW OBLUN8 AND CARROLLTON RAILROAD CO., 

"NEW ORLEANS, June 24, 1872. 

"My DRAB SIR, - Enclosed please find the printed copy of a letter from 
Colonel William Porcher Miles, formerly of South Carolina, but now of Vir­
ginia, in which he gives additional information relative to origin of the Con-
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federate battle-flag. Hoping it may not reach you too late to be published 
in your book, with the other communications on the same subject I had the 
pleasure of sending you in February last, 

"I remain, yOW'B very truly, 
"G. T. BBAURBO.&.BD. 

"Captain GBOIlGB H. PaBBLE, U. S. N., 
.. Charlestown, Ma.achllletta. .. 

"OAI[ RIDGE, NELSON Co., VA., lIay U, 1872-

"General G. T. BBAURBOARD, New Orleans, La. : 

" My DEAR GENERAL, - A friend has shown me an article, copied from 
the' New Orleans Times,' containing letters from yourself and Colonel 'Val­
ton, touching the origin of the Confederate battle-flag. It is certainly not 
worth while for us vanquished Confederates to contend among ourselves for 
the honor (if there be any honor in it) of having designed it, and cheerfully 
would I yield my own pretensions to any merit whatever in the matter to 
the gallant Colonel, who, with his noble battalion, so bravely upheld it until 
the overwhelming hosta of our invaders compelled us to furl it in sorrow but 
not in shame. 

" But as 1 have many times said to many persons that the battle-flag was 
my design, and that 1 had been instrumental in ita adoption, and never wltil 
now supposed that the fact had ever been called in question, I feel some sen­
sitiveness, since Colonel Walton's letter and yOW'B have been published, lest 
my reputation for veracity may suffer somewhat. And although 1 hope that 
those who know me well will not believe that from any petty motive of van­
ity 1 would falsify facts, still there may be others who will think that, like 
the jackdaw in lEsop, 1 have had a borrowed feather plucked from me by 
the publication aforesaid. Let me beg, therefore, that you will do me the 
favor of giving the same publicity to my statement that Colonel Walton's hILI 
received. 

" At the Provisional Congress which met in Montgomery I was cbainnan 
of the committee on devising a flag. We had hundreds of designs submitted 
to us from all parts of the country. Not one of them in the least resembled 
the battle-flag. The committee could not agree upon a flag. They finally 
determined to submit four designs to Congress, from which they should by 
vote select one. One of the four was the flag that was adopted, the first flag 
of the confederacy; a field of three horizontal bars or stripes, red, white, and 
red, with blue union and stars. Another of the four was a red field with a 
blue ring or circle in' the centre. Another was composed of a number of hor­
izontal stripes (I forget how many), of red and blue (none white), with blue 
union and stars like the first. The fourth was a saltire, as it is called in 
heraldry, the same as a St. Andrew's Cl'088 of blue, with white margin, or 
border, on a red field with white stars, equal to the number of States, on the 
Cl'Ol8, This was my design, and urged upon the Congress earnestly by me. 
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Now the only difference between this and the Confederate battle-flag is that 
the latter was made square, for greater lightness and portability, while the one 
submitted to ('A>ngteB8 was, of course, of the usual proportions of a flag, i.e. 
oblong. Models of considerable size, of the four flags submitted, were made 
of colored cambric, and hung up in the hall where Congress sat; and they 
were afterwards long in my possession, as was also the first Confederate flag 
(made of merino, there being no bunting at hand), that within an hour or 
two of its adoption (thanks to fair and nimble fingers !) floated over tho State 
capitol of Alabama where Congress held its sessions. Unfortunately, they 
were all lost or destroyed during the war. If they could be produced, they 
would settle the question as to the origin of the Confederate battle-flag. But 
there must be many members of the Provisional Congress who remember and 
can testify to the correctness of the above statements. Now, all this hap­
pened before you captured Fort Sumter, - before April, 1861, SODle time dur­
ing which month, Colonel Walton says, Mr. Hancock, at his request, designed 
his flag. 

II Excuse me, dear General, this long epistle, which possibly may suggest 
montu parturient, &c. But if Colonel Walton is right in supposing that his 
design is worthy of careful preservation as a historical memento, and as in 
your letter to Dr. Palmer, President of the Sonthern Historical Society, you 
say that information concerning the flag in question 'might be of historical 
interest hereafter,' and enclose him a copy of your letter to Captain Preble 
for preservation in the archives of the Society, I hope my vindication of the 
truth of history, even in a matter so unimportant in itself, may be considered 
worthy of publication in the' Times,' and of being filed away also with your 
and Colonel Walton's letter, in the archives of the same society. 

" With sentiments of the highest regard. I am, dear General, very faith­
fully yours, 

.. V."ILLIAJ( PORCHER MILES." 

The subject of a national flag still continued to be discussed, from 
time to time, in the Confederate Congress and by the Southern news­
paper press, though no decisive action was taken until the spring of 
1863. 

On the 7th of December, 1861, the 'Richmond Dispatch' held the 
following langu~rre respecting the first Confederate flag of the stars 
and bars:-

"The adoption of our present flag was a natural, but most perni­
cious blunder. As the old flag itself was not the author of our 
wrongs, we tore oft' a piece of the dear old rag and set it up as a stand­
ard. We took it for granted a flag was a divisible thing, and pro­
ceeded to set oft' our proportion.1 So we took, at a rough calculation, 

1 Such W88 abo Professor Morse'. opinion. See ani!!, p. 403. 
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our share of the stars and our fraction of the stripes, and put them 
together, and called them the' Confederate flag.' Even as Aaron of old 
put the gold into the fire, and then came out this calf, so cerlain stars 
and stripes went into committee, and then came out this flag. All 
this was honest and fair to a fault. We were clearly entitled to from 
seven to eleven of the stars, and three or four of the stripes. 

II Indeed, as we were maintaining the principles it was intended to 
represent, and the North had abandoned them, we were honestlyen­
titled to the whole flag. Had we kept it, and fought for it and under it. 
and conquered it from the North, it would have been no robbery. but 
all right and fair. And we should either have done this, i.e. kept the 
flag as a whole, or else we ·should have abandoned it as a whole and 
adopted another. But if we did not choose to assert our title to the 
whole. was it politic or judicious to split the flag and claim one of the 
fractions? We had an equal right, also, to ' Hail Columbia' and' Yan­
kee Doodle.' We might have adopted a part of ' Yankee Doodle' (say 
every third stanza), or else 'Yankee Doodle' with variations, as our 
national air. In the choice of an air we were not guilty of this ab­
surdity, but we have perpetrated one exactly parallel to it in the 
choice of a national flag. There is no exaggeration in the illustration. 
It seems supremely ridiculous, yet it scarcely does our folly justice. 

II There is but one feature essential to a flag, and that is distinct­
ness. Beauty, appropriateness, good taste. are all desirable; but the 
only thing indispensable is distinctness, - wide, plain, unmistakable 
distinction from other flags. Unfortunately, tIns indispensable thing 
is just the thing which the Confederate flag lacks; and failing in 
this, it is a lamentable and total failure, absolute and irredeemable. 

"The failure is in a matter of essence. It is as complete as that of 
writing which cannot be read, of a gun which cannot be shot, of a 
coat which cannot be worn. It is the play of Hamlet with the part 
of Hamlet left out. A flag which does not disti~l711ish may be a very 
nice piece of bunting; it may be handsomely executed, tasteful, ex­
pressive, and a thousand other things, but it has no title at all to bear 
the name of ' flag.' 

II We knew the flag we had to fight; yet, instead of getting as far from 
it, we were guilty of the huge mistake of getting as near to it as p0s­

sible. We sought similarity, adopting a principle diametrically wrong. 
we made a flag as nearly like theirs as could only nnder favorable 
circumstances, be distinguished from it. Under unfavorable circum­
stances (such as constantly occur in practice), the two flags are indis­
tinguishable. In the wars of the Roses in Great Britain, one side 
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adopted the white and the other the ted roae. Suppose that one side 
had. adopted milk white and the other flesh white. or one a deep pink 
and the other a lighter shade of pink. would there have been any end 
to the confusion l 

"When a body of men is approaching in time of war. it is rather an 
important matter to ascertain. if practicable. whether they are friends 
or foes. Certainly no question could well be more radical in its in­
fluence upon our actions. plans. and movements. To solve this im­
portant question is the object of a flag. When they get near us. there 
may be other means of information; but to distinguish friends from 
enemies at a distance is the specific purpose of a flag. Human ingenuity 
is great. and may conceive some other small purposes. presentations, 
toasts. speeches. &c. : but that this is the great end of a flag will not 
be denied; and it is in this that the Confederate flag fails. 

II There is no case in history in which broad. distinction in the sym­
bols of the combatants was more necessary than it has been in the 
present war. Our enemies are of the same race with ourselves. of 
the same color and even shade of complexion; they speak the same 
language. wear like clothing. and are of like form and stature. (The 
more shame that they should make war upon us !) 

.. Our general appearance being the same. we must rely solely upon 
symbols for distinction. The danger of mistake is great. after all p0s­

sible precautions have been taken; sufficient attention has never been 
paid to this important matter. involving life or death, victory or defeat. 
Our badges, uniforms, flags. should be perfectly distinguishable from 
those of the enemy. Our first and distant information is dependent 
solely on the flag." 

A Richmond correspondent wrote the C Charleston Mercury: Jan. 2, 
1862:-

II Quite a number of new-fangled flags are exhibited in the windows 
of the C Dispatch • office at Richmond. The latest; which is gotten up 
with great care and neatness. represents, in tricolors, three equal 
horizontal bars; lower black, middle purple, upper white with stars 
in it. The black bar is designed to notify mankind that the confed­
eracy sprung from black republicanism. Hah I how would a buzzard 
sitting on a cotton-bale with a chew of tobacco in his mouth, a little 
nigger in one claw, and a palmetto-tree, answer 1 Nothing could be 
more thoroughly and comprehensively Southern."l 

Ja'fl" 17, 1862. During the night a Confederate flag, which h.m 
been flying from the yard of a Mr. Gri'ffin, at Lynchburg, Va., was 

I lIoore's Rebellion Record, voL iv. 
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forcibly tom down by some unknown person, the 1lag-staft' broken in 
two, and the cord by which the flag was hoisted cut up into small 
fragments. The flag itself was tom into tatters, and when found, from 
its appearance, would seem to indicate that the guilty party desired 
particularly to strip the stars from it, as not a vestige of any of them 
was left.l 

Pth. 11, 1862, the • Richmond Examiner' published the following 
communication, arguing that the proper national emblem for the South 
should be a single star.1 The editor disapproved of the idea as not 
original, and suggested a sable horse as a more appropriate symbol 

.. A national emblem should symbolize the national government in 
its history, nature, office, and fundamental principles. 

II The lion of England ascribes the royal character and undisputed 
supremacy of the king of beasts to that noble government. 

.. Varlous nations, as Austria, Russia, &0., have assumed the free 
eagle, as typical of the characteristics of their governments. 

" It is believed to be susceptible of proof that the single star is our 
proper national emblem. 

"Inasmuch as there are various orders and classes of stars, it is 
proper that a question be first raised in that connection. In this view 
we should not think of our star as one of the so-called fixed stars, 
which are, to human sight, in their order, almost too small to be as­
signed, - mere twinkling points, without apparent career, having, as 
far as men han yet discovered, no influence in creation, unless we 
accept the conjecture of astronomers, that they are suns, the centres 
of other systems than ours; in which case, though these reasons dis-

1 Lynchburg Republican, Jan. 18, 1862. 
A Southern poet wrote:-

.. Now that Northern treachery attempts our rights to mar, 
We hoist on high the bonnie blue flag that bears a single star. 

First, gallant South Carolina nobly made the stand; 
Then came Alabama, who took her by the hand; 
Next, quickly, Mississippi, Georgia, and Florida 
All railed the flag, the bonnie blue flag that bears • single star." 

The poet then urged Texaa and fair Louisiana to join them in the fight, and tmJted 
Virginia, the Old Dominion, would be impelled by example to link her fate with the YCIWII 
confederacy, and adds:-

.. Cheer, boys, cheer, raise the joyoUl shout, 
For Arkansas and North Carolina now have both gone out; 
And let another roUling cheer for Tenneaaee be given, 
The Bingle star of the bonnie blue flag baa proved to be ele-." 

T1t.e BOfU,i4 Blw Flag. 
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appear, a yet stronger one arises in the fact that, as suns, they would 
shine by inherent rather than borrowed light, which idea will be found 
inapplicable. But rather should we think of it as a planet, a world 
in itself, shining steadily, having an evident career, bright and marked, 
unchangeable, complete, of almighty design, an essential chord in the 
universal harmony, of which a single false note, the slightest irregu­
larity, would destroy that harmony and upturn the universe. 

" Now for the points of the analogy:-
"1. Our government hath foundations well laid and sure. The 

star is created, placed in its relative position, and held there, coursing 
on through space by an almighty hand. We ask no more. Though all 
the firmament were studded thick as the silver dust that sprinkled 
the gorgeous milky way, and every star were as thickly inhabited, the 
universe combined could not affect one tittle in its integrity, nor 
move one jot from its course, the single star so created, so placed, and 
so held The almighty hand we do not defy: human hands we do. 
The star, then, well symbolizes the fact that our government is dura­
bly founded 

"2. The Confederate government, as the prominent idea of its con­
stitution, possesses no powers of its own, but simply reflects such as it 
receives, and so symbolizes the nature of our government. 

II 3. Inasmuch as the star borrows its light from a source possess­
ing inherent light, - the sun; as the emblem of the Confederate govern­
ment would indicate that the source from which that government 
derives its power possesses itself inherent powers - in other words, 
that the States are independent sovereigns; and as this fact is a funda­
mental principle of our government, - the star is eminently appropri­
ate as indicative thereof. 

II 4. This State sovereignty is no new principle, but equally original 
and eternal; and as the very right of secession was based upon the 
fact that this principle was original to the old contract, this fact should 
be indicated by retaining, as our emblem. that which originally sym­
bolized this relation; to wit, the single star. 

"5. As we are not an unrecorded people, new-sprung from the womb 
of time, but have a history peculiarly our own, gloriously illustrated 
by the deeds which our great Southern sires have done, it is fit that, 
as Southerners, we retain some suitable connection with the past; and 
the single star, as the symbol of that grand principle (lost by the 
abomination of despotism, and our peculiar property), which was the 
source of all that is to be remembered in the system of that past, fur­
nishes that 8wtable connection. 
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"6. We stand pre-eminent, bordered· on either side by nations 
steeped in political darkness. The stars in their courses, lifted on high, 
shine amid surrounding darkness, and so illustrate our position and 
functions. Accordingly, as the star was selected to guide the wise men 
to the source of human blessedness, so the star of our confederacy shall 
be a beacon to the nations, to guide them to that utmost of political 
blessings, pure republican liberty. 

II So much for the single star of itsel£ Now to view it compara-· 
tively:-

"The sun and moon are both set by the Almighty j but,-
"I. The star is a better emblem than the sun, because the sun 

shines by a light inherent in itself, not borrowed and reflected, like the 
light of the star, or the powers of our government. Moreover, the sun 
puts out of view all other lights within the compass of its power. No 
State's right man will agree that such au idea shall be expressed, even 
remotely, by the emblem of the Confederate government. 

II 2. The star is better than the queen of night, because she, to hu­
man sight, is ever changing, waxing, or waning, and one no less than 
the other j the only course of change for us must be onward . 

.. 3. The single star is better than a number of stars, proportioned 
to the number of States j for if such a number of stars be the emblem 
of the nation, any change in the number of the States would necessi­
tate a change in the emblem, and this involves the idea that the char­
acter, or rather the completeness, of the nationality depends upon 
the number of States composing it,-the very idea which proved 
so pernicious und~r the late Union, and which, entirely opposed 
as it is to our whole system, we should most carefully avoid This 
number of stars, each for a State, is further objectionable, because 
the States possess inherent powers, - are suns, - while a star simply 
reflects. 

"To the Southern Cross, besides what has just been said, an objec­
tion is found in the fact that, however far-sighted our statesmen, none 
of them can make that constellation from even the southernmost point 
of the confederacy. 

" It is not ours: we are not quite far enough from tIle North, how­
ever painful the fact j and for us, a people fighting for own rights, to 
assume it, would be exceedingly unbecoming, as a clear violation of 
the rights of the dwellers in Terra del Fuego, a people weaker than 
ourselves. 

"The objection to the cross itself, as the prominent feature of our 
flag, may be found on inspecting a chart of the flags of other nations, 
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where it will be found, in every variety of shape and color, endlessly 
repeated 

II It is right, and certainly desired by every thoughtful man in the 
nation, that some thankful acknowledgment of the Deity be a feature of 
our banner; but the prominent feature of the national banner should 
be the national emblem, and that emblem for us a single star." 

To the suggestions of his correspondent, the editor of the (Rich­
mond Examiner' remarks: If Before we get our national emblem, we 
must get rid of stars and stripes in all their variations. So, too, of all 
arrangements of red, white, and blue. Nothing can be gotten from 
either but plagiarisms, poor imitations, feeble fancies. Our coat of 
arms must be not only in accord with the higher law of heraldry, but, 
above all, original, our own, and not another's . 

.. Not one of the thousand writers on this topic has yet presented 
an original or appropriate idea. Yet there is a thought which starts 
to the mind's eye. 

"The national emblem of the equestrian South is the horse. Its 
colors are black and white; its shield is the sable horse of Manassas, 
on a silver field; its flag is the white flag with the black horse. Both 
colors are already united to make the gray of the Confederate uniform; 
and emblem and colors are alike suggestive of the country and its his­
tory, and neither belong to any other nation of Christians." 

March 6, 1862. A correspondent of the (Charleston (South Caro­
lina) Mercury, proposed a white flag, divided diagonally by a black bar 
running from the lower part next the staff to the upper point of the 
flag, and argued: "It is unlike the ensign of any other nation, and 
especially unlike that of the Yankee nation. Those that imagine a 
flag should be symbolical will find in the colors of this one - white 
and black - an obvious significance. Such a standard would typify 
our faith in the peculiar institution, and be an enduring mark of our 
resolve to retain that institution while we exist as a free and inde­
pendent people. For maritime uses, this proposed flag, although it4 
discards the everlasting Yankee stars, and the worn-out combinations 
of red, white, and blue, would be distinguishable at as great a distance 
as any other that can be devised." 1 

Another proposed device was a phrenix, rising from a bed of flame, 
with the motto, "We rise again," typical of the death of the old and 

1 The correspondent wu William H. Trapier, a talented but eceentria citizen. It 
was made of 10Dg cloth, and was hoisted on a flag-staff' on Broad Street, and created great 
merriment, as it was described II as the nigger in the middle." - IAtUr, Hon. William A.. 
COUrteMlI, February, 1880. 
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the resurrection of the new union. Another proposed flag had a red 
field charged with a white St. Andrew's cross, supporting in its centre 
a blue shield blazoned with a single yellow star. Still another was 
formed of three horizontal bars, red, white, red, having a double 
blue square or an eight-pointed star in the centre, extending half­
way across the red bars, blazoned with eight white stars, arranged 
in a circle. Another suggested flag was half blue and white, diago­
nally divided next the luff, and the outer half, or fly, a red perpendic­
ular bar. It is not known who were the designers of these flags. 

In 1863, Mrs. Breckenridge, wife of General John C. Breckenridge, 
before the war the Vice-President of the United States, but then a 
major-general in the Confederate army, constructed a stand of colors 
from her wedding-dress, which her husband, in her name, presented to 
the most gallant and brave regiment of his division, the Twentieth 
Tennessee Regiment, known as the Battle Regiment.1 

In April, 1863, while the subject was under discussion before the 
Confederate Congress at Richmond, the editor of the' Savannah Morn­
ing News' suggested a white flag, with the Southern Cross or battle­
flag for its union, as a national ensign for the confederacy, and, to 
demonstrate the beauty of the design, got Captain William Ross Postell, 
formerly of the United States and Texas navies, to make a colored 
drawing of his proposed flag. His editorial, published in the' News,' 
April 23, which follows, was republished with approval by the Rich­
mond papers, about the time the vote was taken in the House on the 
flag, but after the Senate had adopted a white flag with a broad blue 
bar in its centre. On motion of Hon. Julian Hartridge, chairman 
of the House committee on the flag, the Senate bill was amended, 
and the battle-flag on a plain white field adopted. There was another 
proposition before the House, to substitute for the broad blue bar in 
the middle of the flag a broad blue border on the fly or end opposite 
the union.1 

Mr. Thompson says in his editorial:-
" The Confederate Congress has at length adopted a great seal, which 

we think is both appropriate and in good taste. 'An equestrian 
portrait of Washington (after the statue which surmounts his mon­
ument in the Capitol Square at Richmond), surrounded with a wreath 
composed of the principal agricultural products of the South (cotton, 

1 Jackson Crisis, Feb. 25, 1863. In 1876, Bishop Quintard preaented the battle-flag 
of the First Tenneaaee Confederate Regiment, of which he was the chaplain during the 
civil war, to the Tennessee Historical Society. - Ret:tn-tl of eM year, 0ct«Jer, 1876. 

I Letter, William T. Thompson, editor of the • News,' to G. H. P. 
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tobacco, sugar-cane, com, wheat, and rice), having around its mar­
gin, "THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA," with the motto," neo 

Vindice" (" With God for our leader we will 
conquer "), and under the feet of the horseman 
the date, " Feb. 22, 1862.'" 1 

.. This device and motto will be approved 
"Il'''''-.'' by the good taste and moml sentiment of our 

~,-...,~.,,;;:.,j'R people, and now it only remaius for Congress 
to adopt an appropriate flag for the confedemcy, 
in order that we may present to the world the 

Confederate Slats SeaL symbols as well as the power and substance 
of a great and glorious nationality. During the first session of the 
Provisional Congress, the subject of a flag occupied much of the atten­
tion of that body. Designs were invited, and numerous model flags 
were received from all portions of the confedemcy, and submitted to 
the committee on the flag and seal; but for various reasons the com­
mittee was unable to adopt any of the designs presented, and Congress 
was on the eve of adjourning without a Confederate flag, when neces­
sity compelled them, almost impromptu, to adopt our present flag 
[the stars and bars]. Since then the subject has been frequently 
discussed in Congress and by the press, but neither have been able to 
BoOTee upon a substitute for the present flag, to which all object on 
account of its resemblance to that of the abolition despotism Boaainst 
which we are fighting. To avoid the evil consequences growing 
out of a confusion of flags on the battle-field, Geneml Beauregard 
adopted the Southern Cross or battle-flag, which has so grown in 
favor with the army as to be universally substituted in the field 
for the stars and bars. This battle-flag has been cOllsecmted by 
the best blood of the nation, it is hallowed by the memories of glori­
ous victories, it is sanctified by the symbol of our religious faith, and 
illuminated by the constellated emblems of our Confedemte States, 
but it is in some important respects unsuited for a national ensign. 

] The Senate's design W88 an anned youth in classic costume, standing; beneath a 
woman is clinging. The whole surrounded by a margin of rice, cotton, tobacco, and 
sugar-cane. Motto: Pro Am et FocU. 

According to the • Richmond Whig' of Sept. 25, 1862, a design that passed the 
Senate represented in the foreground a Confederate 801t1ier, in position to charge bayo­
Det; in the middle distance, a woman with a rhild in front of a church, both with hands 
uplifted in the attitude of prayer; for a background, a homestead in the plain, with 
mountains in the distance beneath the meridian sun; the whole surrounded by a wreath 
composed of the stalks of lUgar-cane, the rice, the cotton and the tobacco plants, the mar· 
gin inscribed with the words • Seal of the Confederate States of America' above, and • Our 
Homes and Constitutions' beneath. This aeaJ. was never uaed. 
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Extended to the proper dimensions, the symmetry of its design would 
be destroyed, and, having no reverse (no union down), it cannot be 
used as a signal-flag of distress. The objects to be attained in the 
adoption of a flag are simplicity, distinctness, significancy, and beauty. 
To combine the liberty colors, - red, white, and blue, - so as to accom­
plish these ends, and yet to avoid too great resemblance to the flag of 
some other nation, is the difficulty to be overcome. By a very simple 
arrangement all these ends may be attained, and, to our taste, a very 
appropriate and beautiful flag formed Our idea is simply to combine 
the present battle-flag with a PUl"e white standard sheet; our Southern 
Cross, blue on a red field, to take the place on the white flag that is 
occupied by the blue union in the old United States flag, or the St. 
George's cross in the British flag. As a people, we are fighting to 
maintain the Heaven-ordained supremacy of the white man over the 
inferior or colored race; a white flag would thus be emblematical oC 
our cause. Upon a red field would stand forth our Southern Cross, 
gemmed with the stars of our confederation, all combined, preserving 
in beautiful contrast the red, white, and blue. Such a flag would be 
chaste, beautiCul, and significant, while it would be easily made of silk 
or bunting, and would be readily distinguished from the flags of other 
nations. 

II It may be objected that a flag in which white prevails might be 
mistaken for a flag oC truce, that it could not be as distinctly seen as 
red or blue, that it would be easily soiled, &c. The tirst objection is 
not good, for the reason that the red field and blue cross would be a 
prominent feature of the flag, and from its position at the top a.,aainst 
the staff could not be hidden by the folds of the flag. In the smoke 
of battle, or at sea against the blue sky, the white would stand as 
vividly as either the stars or stripes of abolitiondom, the tricolor of 
France, or the red flag of England; 1 as for the other objections, we 
have always observed that the white stripes have stood the battle and 
the breeze as well and looked as fresh and bright as the red." 

After this was in type, the editor of the' News' received a despatch 
announcing that the Senate had adopted the flag he had suggested. 
with the addition of a blue stripe to the centre of the white field He 
states his objections to this flag in the following article, which was 
published in the ' News' of the 28th of April:-

" It appears the House of Representatives have yet to act upon the 

1 Af'ter this flag was adopted, it was found, in uae, to resemble, and was often mistaken 
for, a flag of truce. To obviate that defect, a broad, red, perpendicular stripe was added 
to the 6y or outer extremity of the flag. 
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new Bag adopted by the Senate, and we learn from the Richmond 
papers that it is probable that the House will amend it by striking 
out the blue bar in the centre of the white field. It is to be hoped 
that they will do so, as the bar j.s objectionable on several accounts, 
and is a deformity to what would otherwise be a most beautiful, sig­
nificant, and appropriate flag. Let anyone make a drawing of the flag 
in colors, on paper, and they will at once discover that the blue bar 
running up the centre of the white field and joining with the right 
lower arm of the blue cross is in bad taste, and utterly destrllctive of 
the symmetry and harmony of the design. The broad, horizontal blue 
bar, forming on the end of the smaller blue bar, belonging to the 
cross, and which extends up to the upper corner of the red union 
at an angle of about forty-five degrees, presents to the eye a dis­
proportioned, awkward, and unmeaning figure, not unlike a blue­
handled jack-knife or razor with the blade not quite opened to 
the full extent. Another objection is the disproportion which the 
lower white bar, extending the full length of the Bag, bears to the 
shorter blue and white bars above. And still another objection is, 
that the large blue bar detracts from the conspicuousness of the blue 
cross. Still another objection is the resemblance which the bars will 
still have to the Yankee flag. If for no other reason than this, we 
should discard the bars, and every thing that resembles 01' is suggestive 
of the old stripes. While we consider the flag which has been adopted 
by the Senate as a very decided improvement of the old United States 
flag, we still think the battle-flag on a pure white field would be more 
appropriate and handsome. Such a flag would be a-suitable emblem 
of our young confederacy, and, sustained by the brave hearts and 
strong arms of the South, it would soob take rank among the proudest 
ensigns of the nations, and be hailed by the civilized world as THE 
WHITE :MAN'S FLAG." 

The first Confederate States flag, legally estabHshed, was the well­
known fC stars and bars," adopted by the convention at Montgomery, 
AI&., on the 4th of March, 1861, the day Abraham Lincoln was 
inaugurated President of the U uited States, at Washington. This 
flag proving unacceptable to the Southern people, from its general 
similarity in appearance, at a diRtance, to the old stars and stripes, 
and creating confusion in the field,. especially at the battle of Ma­
nassas or Bull Run, it was thought some change should be made; 
and, at the suggestion of General Beauregard,1 a flag, known as the 
• Southern Cross,' or the • battle-flag,' was adopted for field service, and 

1 See letter, ante. 

Digitized by Gooo Ie 
c) a 



528 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE 

continued thence to be the only flag in general use in the field 
throughout the war. From not being adapted to the sea service, as 
it could not be reversed as a signal of distress, it was never legalized; 
and the stars and bars continued to be worn by fortresses and hoisted 
on vessels as the national ensign of the confederacy. 

A change of flag, however, continued to be the subject of attention, 
and in May, 1863, the Confederate Congress at Richmond established 
by the following law as the national ensign for the confederacy a 
plain white flag, having for its union the Southern Cross or battle­
flag of the army : -

Cf IV. FLAG. 

"393. Described and established. 
cc 393. That tM flag 0/ tM Oon/edmJt~ Statt. daU ~ (II /oUo",,: The 

jitld to ~ UJhite, tIt~ length doubl~ tlte fIIidtI& 0/ tM jiag, UJith the unioll ("0111 
fl.ed (II the battlt-ftag) to ~ (I IfJUtlre 0/ tttKrtAirtb the meA 0/ tM flag,luJw1I{I 
the ground red i tMrtin (I broad IKlltire 0/ blue, bordered wA flllaitt and em­

blazoned flitA UJAite muUee. or .ft~nted .tar., corraponding ill 'It.m~ to 
tIuJt of the Con/tdtrat~ Statu." I 

The editor of the' Savannah News' writes, on the 4th of May,1863: 
.. We are pleased to learn by our despatch from Richmond that Con­
gress has had the good taste to adopt for the flag of the confed­
eracy the battle-flag on a plain white field, in lieu of the blue and 
white bars proposed by the Senate. The flag, as adopted, is precisely 
the same as that suggested by us a short time since, and is, in our 
opinion, much mQre beautiful and appropriate than either the red and 
white bars, or the white field and blue bar as first adopted by the 
Senate. As a national emblem, it is significant of our higher cause, 
- the cause of a superior race, and a higher civilization contending 
against ignorance, infidelity, and barbarism. [?] Another merit in the 
new flag is, that it bears no resemblance to the now infamous banner 
of the Yankee vandals." 

May 19th, in the continuation .of the subject, he says: "We are 
pleased to observe that the new Confederate States standard, wher­
ever it has been given to the breeze, elicits the admirs.tion of the press 
and people." Noticing its display from the capitol at Richmond, the 
• Examiner' says: "It met the approving gaze of thousands." The 
• Dispatch' says: .. The new flag which was displayed from the cap­
itol on Thursday, it is grs.tifying to say, gives universal satisfaction. 

1 lIay I, 1868, chap. 18, p. 131. Digest of the Military and Naval Lan of the Con­
federate States. 
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Almost any sort of flag. to take the place of the detested parody upon 
the stars and stripes. for so long the lawful ensign of the confederacy. 
would have been hailed with pleasure; but the one we now have is 
not only acceptable on this ground. but on account of its own appro­
priateness; and more than this, again, because in it is preserved that 
immortal banner. the battle-Bag. which has been consecrated on so 
many battle-fields. and has been followed by our soldiers to so many glo­
rious victories. We bad not anticipated. from the action of Congress 
upon the subject, a result so sensible. so generally satisfactory. The 
council of many on such a topic rarely produces any thing but abor­
tions. such as the stars and bars, for instance. Let us have no more 
of that. but hereafter know only that appropriate and beautiful banner 
hallowed by our victories, and now established by law." 

The 'Charleston Mercury' says: .. The new Confederate flag was 
yesterday (May 17, 1863) thrown to the breeze from the ramparts of 
Fort Sumter. and was admired by crowds on the battery." 

On the 20th of May. a correspondent wrote to the' Savannah News:' 
U Mr. Editor. you are one of the admirers of the new flag. and you 
copied into yesterday's' News' a very enthusiastic panegyric of it 
from the 'Richmond Examiner;' but I doubt if either you or the 
editor of the' Examiner' has yet seen the flag which was established 
by law. The picture in your office (which is very beautiful) is not 
correct, nor have I seen one, of the several which are now in use in and 
around this city, which is proportioned according to the law. If there 
was such a one. it would be an absurdity. The law (as published in 
the 'Savannah Republican ') makes the flag twice as long as it is wide. 
Well, if the flag is three feet wide, it must be six feet long. In this 
the union would be two feet square, and would occupy two-thirds of 
the width and one-third of the length. This would leave a very large 
field of white, and give good ground for the objection urged against the 
flag, that it looks like a flag of truce. I think the large white field 
was the result of an accident. The Senate placed through the middle 
of the white a horizontal bar of blue, and the flag was made long, in 
order to exhibit this blue bar to advantage. When the blue bar was 
stricken out, the flag should have been shortened; but, in the haste 
consequent upon the near approach of the close of the session, it was 
overlooked. All we can do under the circumstances is to make our 
flags in the proper proportion (like the one in your picture), and trust 
to the next Congress either to restore the blue bar or curtail the 
quantity of white." 

The editor of the 'News' remarks, the objections to the proportions 

" 
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to the new flag are well founded, but thinks the intention of the law 
was not so much to prescribe the dimensions as to determine the com· 
binations of the new flag. The design of Congress was to establish 
by law, as the Confederate ensign, the battle-llag on a white field; and 
the proportion of the union to the width of the flag was very properly 
defined, but the length, like that of any other flag, would be deter~ 
mined by good taste. He then adds, "The new flag has been displayed 
by Captain Cercopoly on the steamer Beauregard for seveml days," 
and asks his correspondent to take a look at tbat well-proportioned 
flag, when he thinks he will ground at once all his objections to the 
new ensign, which is as tasteful as it is unique and simple. 

Genem1 Beauregard presented Captain Cercopoly with a handsome 
union jack or battle-flag in acknowledgment of his naming his steamer 
for him. The editor says he doubts not "that union jack will be 
borne as proudly and bravely by Captain Cercopoly on his neW' 
steamer, as was the first Confederate flag borne by him on the little 
steamer Ida, in defiance of tbe shot and shell of the Yankees." 

The rebel iron-clad Atlanta was the first vessel of war to hoist 
the new flag, and it was announced that sbe was about to achieve the 
most signal victory of the war, and so properly to christen it. On the 
7th of May, 1863, the people of Savannah assembled en mtUSe upon the 
wharves to bid her a suitable farewell as she flaunted her new banner 
and steamed away. She was to go to sea'l1ia Warsaw Sound, proceed 
to Port Royal, and do such destruction as might be permitted her, and 
then push on to Charleston, where she was to make a fomy upon the 
fleet, and then enter the city. Her progress down the bay was slow, 
for causes it is unnecessary here to explain. .. The best laid schemes 0' 

mice and men gang aft a-gley," as was proved in this instance. On the 
17th of June, tbe anniversary of Bunker Hill, the Atlanta was met 
in Warsaw Sound by the United States monitors Weehawken and 
Nahant, and getting aground was, after an engagement of fifteen 
minutes with the former, in such a helpless condition that she hauled 
down her new rebel colors, and tearing oft' a piece of the white of her 
flag, hoisted it in token of surrender. 

This, the second national flag of the confederacy, at a distance bore 
a close resemblance to the English white ensign, and was also objected 
to as resembling a flag of truce. These objections ultimately proved so 
valid, that a broad transverse strip of red was added to the end, or 8y, 
of the 8ag. This, the third and last national ensign of the short-lived 
confederacy, was adopted by the rebel senate, Feb. 4, 1865, and was 
thus officially described :-
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" The 'Width. t'llJO-tkirds oj its length; 'With flu union, - '1WW u.sed as 
a battle-flag. - to be in width three-fiJths oj flu 'Width oj flu flag, aM 
BO prqportioned as to leave tke length oj flu field on tke side oj tke "nion 
twice tke width below it; to have a gro'l/1M oj red. aM broad blue saltire 
thereon, bordered 'With 'White and emblazoned 'With 'mullets or five-pointed 
stars, corresponding in number to that oj tke Confederate States. The 
field to be 'White, except tke 0'I.tter half Jrom tke union, 'Whick shall be a 
red bar. exte'1Uling tke 'Width oj tke flag." 1 

Specimens of each of these ensigns were captured, and are preserved 
in the flag museum of the United States War Department. 

General Tom Harrison's Texas Brigade. composed of two Texas. 
one Tennessee, and one Arkansas regiment, was probably tbe last bri­
gade under fire during the war, as it was engaged with N ortbern troops 
between Raleigh and Salisbury. N. C .• just above Chapel Hill, on 
April 14. 1865, the day that the armistice was declared. The flag 
carried on that day by one of the Texan regiments (the Eleventh Texas 
Volunteers) is now in the possession of John Halford, of Denison, 
Texas, who was a member of that regiment at the time, and who con­
cealed it and brought it home with him in the back of his jacket. This 
is probably the last Southern flag fired at by United States troops. It 
is a small silk Confederate flag, and still in good condition, there being 
only one small tear in it, and that was done the last day it was under 
fire. 

1 Army and Navy Journal, Feb. 11, 1865. 
In Texas, the people still cling to the "lost cauae," and young ladies manifest their 

feelings by their 8tyle of dress. A Texas paper thus describee the ball dress of a young 
lady at Marshall: .. This dress represented the first flag of the confederacy. On her arm 
ahe bore the flag adopted by the Confederate N ationa! Congress. On the lower skirt were 
stars for the States, with the name and seal of each State in the centre j photogrephs of 
Confederate generals were on the upper skirt, with pictures of the Alabama and Sumter j 
on her ahoulders were streamel'll, with the succ888ful battles j manacles and chains were 
on her arms j a coronet of the seceded States was on her head, and rising above them was 
a black veil, representing the gloom thrown over them. This was fastened with the dag­
ger of oppr888ion. - Tt::lXU paper, 1876. 

At a recent meeting of the Southem Historical Society, in Louisiana, an apron made 
in the semblance of a Confederate flag WIllI shown, and its history told. In the spring of 
1863, the Eleventh Virginia Cavalry passed through Hagerstown, weary, discouraged, and 
pursued by Federal tl'OOp8. A young girl stood in a doorway, wearing this apron. The 
soldien cheered enthusiastically, and the colonel asked her to give him a piece of it for a 
memento. " You may bave it all," she W(I, and it was Carried with the regimental colon 
into a battle on the following day. The youthful soldier who bore it was mortally 
wounded, but ho saved. the apron from capture by hicliug it in his bosom. - Ncwpper 
re]Klrl, 1880. 
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PART VI. 

A.D. 1865-1880. 

THE END OF THE WAR AGAINST THE UNION AND THE 
FLAG. 

THE RETURN OF THE FLAGS OF THE VOLUNTEER 
REGIMENTS TO THEIR STATES. 

THE DISPOSITION OF THE TROPHY FLAGS OF THE W.AR. 

ANECDOTES AND INCIDENTS. 

STATE FLAGS AND COLOBS. 
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"Now silent are the forests old, amid whOl8 cool retreats 
Great armies met, and from the shore have passed the hastae fleets. 
We hear no more the trnmpet's bray or bugle's stirring call, 
And full of dents, in quiet sheathed, the swords hang on the wall. 

II O'er frowning ramparts, where once shone the sentry's gleaming steel, 
In swift and widely ciroling flight the purple swallows wheel; 
Beside the Rappahannock's tide the robins wake their song, 
And where the flashing sabres clashed, brown-eoated sparrows throng. 

.. The wealth of beauty that falls out from God's o'erflowing hand 
Clothes with a fragrant garment the fields by death made grand. 
In the deep silence of the earth war's relics slowly mat, 
And tattered flags hang motionless, and dim with peacefnl dOlt. 

"The past is past; the wild flowers bloom where charging squadrons met; 
And though we keep war's memories green, why not the cause forget, 
And have, while battle-stains fade out 'neath Heaven's pitying teare, 

OM 14ftd, OIU JIag, OIU brotAerltoocl, tAroltg" IIlI tAc coming 1JM~81 .. 

T1aomtu S. Collier, 1879. 
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PART VI. 

THE END OF THE WAR AGAINST THE UNION AND THE FLAG. 

" Thank God! the bloody days are past; 
Our patient hopes are crowned at last j 
And BOunds or bugle, drum, and fire 
But lead our heroes home from strite I 

" Thank God! there beams o'er land and sea 
Our blazing star of victory j 
And everywhere, from main to main, 
The old flag flies and rules again I " 

GIorge H. Bo'ker, July 4,1865. 

On the 3d of April, 1865, the national ensign, which had been 
gradually restored to one after another of its stolen fortresses, again 
waved over the rebel capitol at Richmond. Tidings of its fan spread 
with lightning speed over the loyal North, and public demonstrations 
and delight were visible everywhere. At Washington, the public offices 
were closed, and all business suspended. " In New York, there was an 
immense spontaneous gathering of men in Wall Street, to hear the news 
as it was flashed over the wires, to listen to the voices of orators and to 
the joyful chimes of Trinity. A deep, religious feeling, born of joy and 
gratitude, because of the deliverance of the republic from a great peril, 
prevailed, and was remarkably manifested when thousands of voices 
broke out spontaneously in singing the Christian doxology to the grand 
air of Old Hundred." I 

The occupation of-the rebel capital on the 3d of April, with the 
surrender of General Lee and his army to Gene~ Grant on the 9th 
of April, 1865, may be considered to have virtually ended the civil 
war. There were other rebel armies in the field, but the great re­
bellion had collapsed, exhausted, and, as a matter of course, those 
armies were soon surrendered or disbanded. On the 11th of April, 
Washington City was brilliantly illuminated and ablaze with bonfires 
at the prospect of peace and reunion. On the 12th, the War Depart­
ment issued an order directing a discontinuance of all drafting and 
recruiting for the army, or purchase of munitions of war j and dec1ar~ 
iug that the number of general and staff officers would be speedily re­
duced, and all military restrictions on trade and commerce be removed 

1 Lossing's CivU War, voL iii. 
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forthwith. This virtual proclamation of the end of the war went ovel' 
the land on the anniversary of the evacuation of Fort Sumter, and 
while General Anderson was replacing the old flag over the ruins of 
that fortress. Preparations for a national thanksgiving were being 
made, when the national joy was palsied by the assassination of I the 
President,' the first martyr in our history, who had piloted the nation 
through its great war to the end. There is no need to repeat the 
story of that dastardly deed. It did not disturb the prospects of peace, 
and, while it gave an unenviable immortality to his theatrical assassin, 
it crowned President Lincoln with a martyr's glory. 

The honor of raising the colors of the United States over the capi­
tol at Richmond, on its occupation by the Union forces, was sought 
for by many gallant men. One young man proposed to do so long 
before the opportunity was really presented. Nearly a week before 
the surrender of the city, Lieutenant de Peyster wrote to a young 
friend:-

" My dear Lew: To-morrow a battle is expected, - tM battle of 
the war. I cannot tell you any of the facts, for they are contraband; 
but we are all ready and packed. Anyway, I expect to date my let­
ter soon, if I escape, • Richmond, March 29th.' 

"I have promised to carry out a bet made by my general, if we 
take Richmond, to put a certain flag he has on the house of Jeff. Davis, 
or on the rebel capitol, or perish in the attempt. n 

The writer of this letter, then in the eighteenth year of his &orre, 
was a member of one of the oldest families of colonial New York, and 
allied with nearly every family of consequence in that State. He 
entered the army to seek glory, and doubtless felt that the honor 
of a long line of ancestors was placed in his especial keeping. 

Six days after the date of his letter, the citX of Richmond was ~ 
cupied by the Federal troops; and among the first to enter it was 
Lieutenant Johnston Livingston de Peyster. On the pommel of his 
saddle was strapped a folded flag, the" colors of the United States." 
This flag had formerly belonged to the Twelfth Regiment of Maine 
Volunteers, of which General George F. Shepley, his chief, had been 
the colonel It had seen active service in New Orleans, when General 
Shepley was the military governor of that city; and, some time before 
the movement on Richmond, the General, in his fondness for the flag, 
made a wager that some day or other it should wave over the capitol 
of the confederacy. Lieutenant de Peyster carried this storm-flag thus 
secured, not far behind the advance guard of the army when the city 
was occupied by the Federal troops. 
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General Shepley had intrusted it to him on his promise to take 
care of it, and II to raise it on the fiag-staff of the capitol" The follow­
ing letter to his mother shows how he redeemed that promise:-

.. HL\D·Ql1ARTEJl8, Auy 0., TBB JAMBs, 

.. RICHMOND, April 8, 1865. 

"My DEAREST MoTllBR, - This morning, about four o'clock, I was got 
up, just one hour after I retired, with the information that at six we were 
going to Richmond. At six we started. The reba. had gone at three, along 
a road strewn with all the munitions of war. Richmond was reached, but 
the barbarous South had consigned it to flames. The roar of the bursting 
shells was terrific. 

U Aniving at the capitol, I sprang from my horse, first unbuckling the 
stars and stripes, a large flag I had on the front of my saddle. With Captain 
Langdon, chief of artillery, I rushed up to the roof. Together we hoisted 
the first large flag over Richmond, and on the peak of the roof drank to its. 
aucceaa. ••• 

U In the capitol I found four flags, - three rebel, one ours. I presented 
them all, as the conqueror, to General WeitzeL I have fulfilled my bet, and 
put the first large flag over Richmond. I found two amall guidons, took 
them down, and returned them to the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, where 
they belonged. I write from Jeff. Davis's private room .••• 

U I remain ever your affectionate son, 
" JOBNBTON.P 

Two small guidons, belonging to the Fourth Regiment.of Massa­
chusetts Cavalry, were found on the roof of the capitol, by Lieutenant 
de Peyster and Captain Laugdou, which had been placed there by 
Major Steveus and Major Graves, members of the military staff of 
General Weitzel. who had accompanied the party of cavalry which 
was sent forward in pursuit of the fugitive enemy. By an unauthor­
ized detowr they raised the guidons of their party on the roof of the 
abandoned capitol The hoisting of these guidons failed to secure 
the grateful service. as it was styled in Mexico by General Scott, of a 
formal possession of the capitol at Richmond. and as was reserved to 
General Quitman, in the former case, the honor of formal occupatiou. 
by " hoisting the colors of the United States on the national palace," 1 

so to Lieutenant de Peyster and Captain Langdon rightfully belongs 
the honor of hoisting the colors of the United States over the capitol 
of the Confederate States, and the formal occupation of that edifice. . 

• 1 The enaign raised by General Quitman is, by reeolution of the United States Senate, 
~ in the War Department. The colon of the South Carolina Palmetto Regiment 
were the first to enter the gates of Mexico. 
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Two days after the event (April 5). General Weitzel wrote to the 
father of De Peyster:-

" Your son, Lieutenant J. de Peyster, and Captain Langdon, my chief of 
artillery, raised the first real American flag over the capitol in Richmond. 
It was a flag formerly belonging to the Twelfth Maine Volunteers. Two 
cavalry guidons had, however, been placed over the building previously by 
two of my staff oftice1'8; these were replaced by the flag that De Peyster and 
Langdon raised. 

"Yours truly, 

April 22, General Shepley wrote his father: .. Your son, Lien­
tenant de Peyster, raised the first flag in Richmond, replacing two 
small cavalry guidons on the capitol The flag is in the possession 
of Major-General Weitzel; I enclose a small piece of the flag. The 
history of the affair is this: I brought with me from Norfolk an old 
storm-flag, which I had used in New Orleans, remarking sportively 
that it would do to float over the capitol in Richmond, where I hoped 
to see it. De Peyster, who heard the remark, said, 'General, will you 
let me raise it l' I said, ' Yes, if you will bring it with you, and take 
care of it, you shall raise it in Richmond.' As we left our lines to 
.w.vance towards Richmond, Lieutenant de Peyster said, 'General, do 
you remember your promise about the flag l' I said, • Yes; go to my 
tent and get the Bag, and carry it on your saddle, and I will send you 
to raise it.' The result you know." 

On the 1st of May, 1865, the governor of the State of New York 
honored Lieutenant de Peyster with a brevet lieutenant-colonel's com­
mission, "for gallant and meritorous conduct, and for hoisting the 
first American flag over Riohmond, Va, after its capture by the Union 
forces, April 3, 1865, and as a testimonial of the zeal, fidelity, and 
oourage with which he had maintained the honor of the State of 
New York in her efforts to enforce the laws of the United States, the 
supremacy of the constitution, a.nd a republican form of government.-

On Christmas day, 1865, the city of New York, by a formal vote, 
tendered to him the thanks of the city for giving to New York this 
historic honor. The United States Senate subsequently confirmed his 
nomination as a brevet lieutenant-colonel of United States volunteel8. 
for the same service. 

The surrender of Lee's army followed close upon the occupation of 
the rebel capital On the 9th of April, Colonel A. C. Whittier, com­
manding the Twentieth Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers, and 
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assistant adjutant-general on the at&ft' of ~or-General Humphries, 
was sent about noon, by Major-General Meade, under a flag of truce, 
with a note to General Lee, and, though he carried a large white flag, 
the rebel pickets fired upon him. Colonel Whittier claims that this 
was the last hostile shot fired by the army of Northern Virginia. 
He dismounted, and was met by Lieutenant Lamar, of Georgia, who, 
to his indignant protest at having been fired upon, replied, "1 have 
no instructions not to fire upon flags of truce." 1 

The same day, General Grant received a note from General Lee 
requesting an interview. The memorable interview which followed 
took place at a little after two P.H., April 9, 1865, in the town of Appo­
mattox Court House. The town boasts of five buildings, besides the 
court house, all arranged on one long street, one end of which is 
boarded up to keep out the cattle. The best house in the street, 
belonging to William McClean, was loaned for the occasion by ita 
owner. It was an old-fashioned, square, brick dwelling, with a ver­
anda along its front, and a flight of steps leading np to its entrance. 
The front yard. was smiling with roses, violets, and daffodils. 

While the conditions of the surrender were being discussed by the 
generals, the impatience of the troops grew to a fever heat. They 
deemed the delay a Confederate stratagem to throw them off their 
guard, and that, under the color of treating, Lee intended to play an~ 
other Antietam trick. .. Let us finish up the matter," they cried, 
.. before night comes on again. If they do not intend to surrender, 
let us go in at once." 

Our troops were about to advance, when they were halted by 
authority of General Grant. At once a tempest of hurrahs shivered 
the air along the front, and the cry went up, " Lee has 8t1/rrendt:red! " 
Without having actually distinguished the words, the Union army 
comprehended their import, and the wildest acclamations rolled over 
the field, through the woods, and along the road, and were caught up, 
echoed, re-echoed, and prolonged among the trains following the army. 
Hats and caps filled the air. The flags waved and saluted, unfurling 
their tattered fragments to the caresses of the breeze, glorious attesta­
tions and relics of nearly four years of battle, and of over a hundred 
first-class stricken fields. All the bands at the same time poured 
forth to heaven their accompaniments of rejoicing, either in the lively 
notes of • Yankee Doodle' or the majestic strains of • Hail Columbia.' 
The very horses seemed to enter into the spirit of the oocasion, and 

1 Colonel Whittier's letter, published in • La Royale.' See I11III, P. 681, baecount or 
the last engagemsnt of the war, AprU 11, lS05. 
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pranced proudly. Hats, haversacks, and canteens were raised on mus­
kets, or thrown along the route of General Meade and his staff. Trees 
and fences were climbed along his route; while on horseback officers 
were seen embracing each other in a delirium of joy. These demon­
strations did not decrease in intensity until the General had passed 
through the whole line, and gone to bis camp, when they became less 
concentrated, but continued to pervade the whole army, and were only 
lost in the darkness of the night.1 

Another officerS says: (t About four o'clock, General Meade and staff 
came in from the front. His chief of staff, General Webb, preceded 
him, and announced to the troops lining the road on either side that; 
General Lee and his army had surrendered. 

"The very ground seemed to shake with the cheers and yells of 
triumph that burst forth. A thousand hats went up at once. The 
men were wild with joy. General Meade and staff rode through the 
dense mass, and imagination would tell me he was obscured from sight; 
with the shouts of a thousand mouths, and the waving and hurling of 
as many hats. 

.. Officers and men grasped bands in wild delight. The wa.r-wom 
and battle-stained colors seemed to wave expressions of joy. Our men 
gathered aroun4 General Mc.Allister, who spoke to them amid continu­
ous cheers. Americans never saw such a scene before, and I never 
expect to witness such another. That day the fate of the Rebellion 
was sealed, and the soldiers knew and felt that the shot and shell 
from that army would never again sweep a comrade from their side. 
All who were there were proud of it, and rejoiced that they had been 
participators in the grand closing scene." 

The arrangements for the surrender of Lee's army were completed 
on the 11th. The terms prescribed by Grant were extraordinary for 
their leniency and magnanimity. They simply required Lee and his 
men to give their paroles of honor they would not take up arms against; 
the govemment until regularly exchanged; gave to officers their side­
arms, baggage, and private horses, and pledged the faith of the gov­
emment that they should not be punished for their treason and 
rebellion, so long as they respected that parole and were obedient to 
law. On the 12th of April, the men and officers were at liberty to 
proceed to their homes, or wherever they chose. The number paroled 
was 27,805.8 

1 Colonel W"illiam H. Paine's Diary. 
I Lieutenant-Colonel Schoonover, Eleventh New 1ersey Volunteers, in General de 

Peyster's • La Royale.' 
• Report of the Secretary of Wali Draper's Civil Wali Harper's Hiatorrofthe Rebellion. 
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By a happy coincidence, the surrender took place on Palm Sunday, 
the commencement of Holy Week, and anniversary of the day when 
the Prince of Peace made his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, multi­
tudes strewing his pathway with palm branches. How appropriate 
was the day for this surrender, when a chosen people entered through 
the gates of victory into the possession of a peace they had purchased 
with half a million lives and an expenditure of money appalling in its 
aggregate of public outlay and private munificence.1 

Before the next national anniversary (July 4), the soldiers of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, whose patriotism, valor, and fortitude had 
saved it, were making their way homeward, where they were received 
everywhere with the warmest demonstrations of gratitude and affec­
tion. During two memorable days in May. the armies which con­
fronted Johnston and Lee passed in grand review before the Presi­
dent, his cabinet, and other high officials at Washington, and were 
marched oft'to their homes and disbanded. 

On the 2d of June, the general-in-chief issued the following address: 

" &ldier, o/IM Annu, 0/ tM U",ittd. State, : 
" By your patriotic devotion to your country in the hour of danger and 

alarm, your magnificent fighting, bravery, and endurance, you have main­
Woed the supremacy of the U Dion and the Constitution, overthrown all 
armed opposition to the enforcement of the laws, and of the proclamation 
forever abolishing slavery, the cause and pretext of the Rebellion, and opened 
the way to the rightful authorities to restore order, and inaugurate peace on 
a permanent and enduring basis on every foot of American soil. Your 
marches, sieges, and battles, in distance, duration, resolution, and brilliancy 
of results, dims the lustre of the world's past military achievements, and will 
be the patriot's precedent in defence of liberty and right in all time to come. 
In obedience to your country's call you left; your homes and families, and 
volunteered in her defence. Victory has crowned your valor, and secured 
the PUlp088 of your patriotic hearts j and with the gratitude of your coun­
trymen, and the highest honors a great and free nation can accord, you will 
soon be permitted to return to your homes and families, conscious of having 
discharged the highest duties of American citizens. To achieve these glori­
ous triumphs, and secure to yourselves, your fellow-countrymen, and pos­
terity the blessings of free institutions, tens of thousands of your gallant 
comrades have faI!.en, and sealed the priceless legacy with their blood. The 
graves of these a grateful nation bedews with tears, honors their memories, 
and will ever cherish and support their stricken families." 

By the middle of autumn nearly 786,000 officers and men were 
mustered out of the service, and had resumed the peaceful occupations 

1 General de Peyster's La Royale. 
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they had laid down at the call of the country. The Dumber of men 
called under arms by the government of the United States between 
April, 1862, and April, 1865, amounted to 2,759,049, of whom 
2,653,053 were actually embodied in the armies. If to these be added 
the 1,500,000 men embodied by the Southern States, the total armed 
forces reaches the enormous amount of nearly 4,000,000, drawn from 
a population of only 32,000,000, - figures before which the uprising 
of the French nation in 1793, or the efforts of France and Germany 
in the war of 1870-71, sink into insignificance. And within three 
years the vast forces were peacefully disbanded, and the army had 
sunk to a normal strength of only 30,000. Never before in the world'. 
history had such a vast military force been dissolved 80 rapidly, with­
out disorders of any kind. 

Whatever may be said of democratic institutions, they can no 
longer be called feeble or unstable. All that can test the strength of 
a political system was brought to bear upon the government of tho 
American Union. It entered the war almost without an army or a 
Davy, under the direction of a vacillating administration. Its enemi~ 
had been preparing beforehand for months, and had on their side many 
of the ablest men and officers. The government going out made no effort; 
to stop the sedition. Some of the cabinet officers aided the insurgents 
with United States resources. Even the general of the army recom­
mended that the erring should be let go in peace. Did ever rebellion 
start under more favorable auspices 1 In spite of all this, the U mon­
ists, with marvellous perseverance, fought on, through defeat and dis­
aster, till at length they achieved the final victory. The spirit in 
which the people of the Southern States have accepted and recognized 
the decision of the sword affords convincing evidence that, slavery 
being abolished, they will advance hand in hand with their late foe­
men, increasing in prosperity and securing the liberties of their 
country, and thus give the world an additional assurance that-

.. GOVERNME.~ OF THE PEOPLE, FOR THE PEOPLE, AND BY THE 

PEOPLE, SHALL NOT PERISH FROM THE EARTH." 

.... h....t~, ('. \~ J) \e-w.~ 
~.~.--,~ I)~~,~ ...... ...,~:.. •. 
M--~,~ oIl~ q..~, 
~~ all ~~ .q. ~ ~~, 
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THE RETURN OF THE FLAGS OF THE VOLUNTEER 
REGUKENTS TO THEIR STATE& 

"Aye, bring back the bannera and rold them in rest I 
They have wrought their high miuion, their holy behest I 
Stained with blood, acorched withftame, hanging tattered and tom, 
Yet dearer, by far, than when bright they were borne 

By brave hearts to glory I 

"As we gaze at their tatters, what battle-fields rise, 
Fields flashing in deeds or sublimest empriae! 
When earth rocked with thunder, the sky glared with fire, 
And Havoc's red pinion dashed onward in ire ! 

Deeds deathless in glory ! 

"Preas the atarB to the lips, clasp the stripes to the heart I 
Let us swear their grand memories shall never depart I 
They have waved in this contest or freedom and right, 
And our eagle shall waft them, wide streaming in light, 

To our summit or glory ! 

"There - hope darting beaoous, starred shrines, shall they glow, 
Lighting liberty's way to the breast or the roe; 
Till her spear smites with splendor the gloom, and our SUD, 

One broad central orb, shall again brighten one 
Mighty nation or glory! " 

AUr. B. SheL 

On the conclusion of our great civil strife, after the volunteers from 
tbe several States of the Union had returned. to their homes, the ban­
ners they had 80 valiantly and loyally borne, and which bad been 
brought back in safety and honor, were, by an order of the War Depart­
ment, issued May 15, 1865, restored. to the custody of the States under 
whose authority the regiments, batteries, &0., had been mustered. into 
the service of the Union. These banners were received. by tbe gover­
nors with appropriate ceremony, and are carefully preserved. as evi­
dences of loyalty and patriotism. 

MASSACHUSETTS. - The ceremonies upon the formal reception of the 
battle-scarred and weather-beaten flags of the Massachusetts regiments 
by the State, when deposited in the Doric Hall of the State House, 
have been graphically described. by General William Schouler.1 

" The Massachusetts regiments and batteries had all come home; 

I History or 1I11111111Chusetta in the Civil W 13:. 
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some of their battle-flags had been returned to the State authorities, 
and were tastefully displayed on the columns of the Doric Hall in the 
State House, and others were held by the United States mustering 
officer, who had orders to forward them to Washington j but subse­
quently authority was given to place them in the hands of the Gover­
nor, to be preserved in the archives of the Commonwealth. It was 
then determined by Governor Andrew to have these colors received 
with all the honors which the cause they symbolized, and the battle­
fields over which they had waved, made proper j and he selected the 
twenty-second day of December, the anniversary of the landing of the 
Pilgrims at Plymouth in 1620, as the day on which the ceremony 
should take place. Major-General Couch was selected to command, 
Brevet Major-General Hinks was appointed chief of his staff, and the 
following was the order issued:-

" 'CommonwaltA 0/ MauackfUdU • 

'" General Order, No. 18. 
.. • HBAD-Ql1ABnas, BoSTON, Dec. 13, 1866~ 

"' By General Order No. 94 of the War Department, issued May 15, 
1865, volunteer regiments and batteries, on their return to their respective 
States, when mustered out and discharged, were to deposit their colors with 
the United States mustering officers, to be by them transferred to the gov­
ernors of the States. 

" • Since that time, the following Massachusetts regiments and batteries, 
having faithfully served their country to the end of the Rebellion, returned 
home and been discharged, their colors have been received by Brevet; 
Colonel F. N. Clarke, U. S. A., chief mustering officer j viz., 2d, 11 th, 17th, 
19th, 21st, 23d, 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 31st, 33d, 34th, 35th, 36th, 37th, 38th, 
39th, 40th, 54th, 55th, 56th, 57th, 58th, 59th, 61st regiments of infantry; 
1st battalion frontier cavalry; 3d, 4th, 5th regiments of cavalry; 4th, 5th, 
6th, 7th, 11th, 15th, 16th batteries light artillery; 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th regi­
ments of heavy artillery. 

II I On Friday, 22d instant (Forefathers' Day), the colors will be escorted 
from Colonel Clarke's head-quarters, No.2 Bulfinch Street, to the State 
House, where they will be formally received by his Excellency the Governor, 
and placed in the public archives of the Commonwealth, to be sacredly pre­
served forever, as grand emblems of the heroic services and patriotic devotion 
to liberty and union of one htmdred and forty thousand of her dead and 
living sons. 

II I The escort will be performed by the first company of Cadets, Lieutenant­
Colonel Holmes commanding, who will report to Brevet Colonel Clarke, 
at his head-quartera, at eleven o'clock, A.II., when the line of march will be 
taken up. 
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" 'All general, regimental, and company officers, and past general, regi­
mental, and company officers, of Massachusetts, and especially all officers and 
past officers, and all non-commissioned officel'll and privates of the several 
organizations named above, are invited to take part in the ceremony and join 
in the procession. The officers will, as far as practicable, detail a color guard 
for the colors of their respective late commands. The original date of mus­
ter-in of each command will govern its place in the procession. Officers and 
enlisted men, as far as practicable, will appear in uniform. 

II 'For further orders and information, apply to the Adjutant-General of 
the Commonwealth. 

"' By order of his Excellency John A. Andrew, Governor and Commander­
in-chie£ 

"The day was a common, New England, wintry day, and the 
ground was covered with snow to the depth of about six inches. 
Early in the morning of the 22d, the veteran officers and men 
of our gallant commanders assembled in Boston, and formed in 
military order. All were represented, and when placed in column of 
march, with their old uniforms, each command carrying its tattered 
flags, - some of which had waved over fifty battle-fields, in the 
valleys of Virginia, and on the mountains of Tennessee; had followed 
the fortunes of Butler and Banks in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas; 
and had been unfurled where Burnside and Sherman had led in the 
Carolinas and in Georgia, - a sight was presented which awakened the 
most patriotic and sublime thoughts in the heart of every loyal person. 

"As the procession moved through the different streets, business 
was suspended, the sidewalks were crowded with spectators, banners 
were displayed from almost every house, and everywhere cheers 
went up of welcome and of gratitude; a salute was fired by a detach­
ment of light artillery; bands of music played inspiring aim The 
whole scene was one which will naver be forgotten by those who 
witnessed it. 

"The procession reached the State House about one o'clock in the 
afternoon. The color-bearers of each command were stationed upon 
the steps leading to the capitol; and when all were in position, hold­
ing aloft the war-worn banners, they presented a spectacle at once 
imposing and picturesque. The arrangements being completed, Rev. 
Samuel K. Lothrop, D.D., made an impressive and fervent prayer, 
at the conclusion of which General Couch stepped forward, and thus 
addressed Governor Andrew:-

" • l[ay it please your Euellmcy: We have come here to-day as the 
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representatives of the army of volunteers furnished. by Massachusetts 
for the suppression of the Rebellion, bringing these colors, in order to 
return them to the State which intrusted them to our keeping. You 
must, however, pardon us if we give them up with profound regret; 
for these tattered shreds forcibly remind us of long and fatiguing 
marches, cold bivouacs, and many hard-fought battles. The rents in 
their folds, the battle-stains on their escutcheons, the blood of our com­
rades which has sanctified the soil of a hundred fields, attest the 
sacrifices that have been made, and the courage and constancy shown, 
that the nation might live. It is, sir, a peculiar satisfaction and 
pleasure to us, that you who have been an honor to the State and 
nation, from your marked. patriotism and fidelity throughout the war, 
and have been identified with every organization before you, are now 
here to receive back, as the State custodian of her precious relics, 
these emblems of the devotion of her sons. May it please your Ex­
cellency, the colors of the Massachusetts Volunteers are returned. to 
the State.' . 

U The Governor replied. in the following beautiful and eloquent 
address:-

.. , General: This pageant, so full of pathos and of glory, forms the 
concluding scene in the long series of visible actions and events in 
which Massachusetts has borne a part for the overthrow of the Rebel­
lion and the vindic;:ation of the Union. 

" • These banners are returned to the government of the Common­
wealth through welcome hands. Borne one by one out of this capitol 
during more than foUl' years of civil war, as the symbols of the nation 
and the Commonwealth, under which the battalions of Massachusetts 
departed to the fields, they come back a.:,aain, borne hither by surviv­
ing representatives of the same heroic regiments and companies to 
which they were intrusted 

II , At the hands, General, of yourself, the ranking officer of the vol­
unteers of the Commonwealth (one of the earliest who accepted a 
regimental command under the appointment of the Governor of 
Massachusetts), and of this grand column of scarred and heroic vete­
rans who guard them home, they are returned with hono~ becoming 
relics so venerable, soldiers 80 brave, and citizens so beloved 

" 'Proud memories of many fields; sweet memories alike of valor 
and friendship; sad memories of fraternal strife; tender memories of 
our fallen brothers and sons, who, with dying eyes, looked last upon 
their flaming folds; grand memories of heroic virtues, 8ublime by 
grief; exultant memories of the great and final victories of our coun-
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try, our union, and the righteous cause; thankful memories of a de­
li verance wrought out for human nature itself, unexampled by any 
former achievement of arms; immortal memories with immortal 
honors blended, - twine around these splintered staves, weave them­
selves along the warp and woof of these familiar flags, war-worn, be­
grimed, and baptized with blood. 

" • Let the .. brave heart, the trusty heart, the deep, unfathomable 
heart," in words of more than mortal eloquence uttered, though unex­
pressed, speak the emotions of grateful veneration, for which these 
lips of mine are alike too feeble and unworthy. 

" • General, I accept these relics in behalf of the people and the 
Commonwealth. They will be preserved and cherished, amid all vicis­
situdes of the future, as mementos of brave men and noble actions.'" 

The p"oaeant then dissolved, and the colors were placed in the Doric 
Hall of the Capitol, where they will remain to testify to future gen­
erations of the courage and endurance manifested by the soldiers of 
Massachusetts during four of the most eventful years of its history. 

After the services the Governor presented to the Adjutant-Geueral 
the manuscript of his address, on which was the following indorse­
ment, in his handwriting:-

" Half'past two o'clock p.x., Dee. 22, 1868. This is the original manu­
script used by me in reply to Major-General Couch, by whose hand the flag 
of the Nineteenth Regiment W88 delivered to me, he acting as the commander 
for the day of the volunteer column. I present it 88 an autograph to 
Adjutant·General Schouler, by whose happy thought Forefathers' Day was 
named for the reception of the battle.flags, and whose industry and care 
helped largely to give a brilliant success to the ceremonies of the day. 

" With faithful regards of 
"JOHN A. Al'iDBEW." 

This interesting occasion was also admirably illustrated in a short 
poem which Brigadier-General Horace Binney Sargent addressed to 
Governor Andrew. 

During the debate in the Mo.ssachnsetts Legislature, Dec. 18, 1872, 
on the resoiution condemning the proposition to erase from the Army 
Register and the regimental flags of the United States army the 
names of the battles in which they were engaged during the Rebel­
lion, General S. M. Quincy thus alluded to two flags, one of which is 
preserved at the State House:-

.. At one time during the war I was colonel of the Seventy-third 
United States Colored Infantry, a regiment which, under a previous 
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commander, had highly distinguished itself in the first bloody repulse 
at Port Hudson. It lost heavily. It was mentioned with high praise 
by the commanding general; and yet, when a year later a department 
order was issued specifying the regiments entitled to inscribe • PORT 
HUDSON' on their colors, the two negro regiments were quietly ig­
nored. I addressed. a petition at once to the Secretary of War at 
Washington, reciting the facts, and closing, I remember, with the 
statement, that whatever might be the action taken on the application, 
yet that the colors of my regiment bore one honorable mark which 
wonld never be effaced, - the broad, deep stain of the life-blood of the 
first color-sergeant, who fell in the unsuccessful charge, and relin­
quished his flag only with his life. I received, in consequence, direct 
authority from the Adjutant-General, at Washington, to inscribe • PORT 
HUDSON' on the blood-stained colors of the Seventy-third. 

II Downstairs, in the Doric Hall, is to be seen the splintered lance, 
in two pieces, of the colors of the Second Massachusetts Infantry. I 
saw the shot strike which splintered that staff and brought down the 
flag over the head and eyes of its bearer, and I admired his coolness 
as he cleared the folds from his face and raised once more the short­
ened lance, with a smile. In the next battle, when that flag went 
down, it was raised by another hand, for this time the bullet struck 
the man, and Sergeant Sadler died doing his duty, as became him. 
Now, sir, that stick is but a piece of ash, which wonld make a good 
broomstick, or excellent kindling wood; but yet the State of Massa­
chusetts, not ashamed of the deeds of her soldiers who carried it, pre­
serves it in a glass case, for the eyes of posterity."1 

MAINE. - The tattered battle-flags of the Maine regiments have 
been set up in the rotunda of the State capitol at Augusta, in a heavy, 
black-walnut case, eighteen feet high, sixteen and one-half feet wide, 
ten inches deep, and heavily trimmed. It has a front of the best 
German plate-glass.1 No ceremonies accompanied their transfer. 

The following lines, by Moses Owen, a native poet, tell the spirit 
with which these flags are preserved:-

"Nothing but flags! but simple flags, 
Tattered and torn, and hanging in rags; 
And we walk beneath them with careless tread, 
Nor think 01 the hoats olthe mighty dead 
Who. have marched beneath them in days gone by, 
With a burning cheek and a kindling eye, 

I Boston Transcript, Dec. 18, 1872. I Augusta, Maine, newspaper. 
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And have bathed their folda with their young life'l tide, 
And dying, blessed them, and b1eaaing, died. 

" N atAi,,!! but flags! yet, methinks, at night 
They ten each other their tales of fright! 
And dim spectree come, and their thin arms twiDe 
Round each standard tom as they stand in line. 
Ae the word is given - they charge! they form I 
And the dim hall rings with the battle's storm I 
And once again, through the smoke and strife, 
Those colors lead to a Nation's life. 

" NotAing but flags! yet they're bathed with ~; 
They tell of triumphs, of hopes, of feara ; 
Of a mother's prayers, of a boy away, 
Of a serpent crushed, of the coming day. 
Silent they speak, and the tear tDill start, 
As we stand beneath them with throbbing bean, 
And think of those who are n~er forgot-
Their flags come home - why come 'hey ~, 

" N atAing but flags! yet we hold onr breath, 
And gaze with awe at those types of death I 
Nothing but flags! yet the thought will come, 
The heart must pray, though the lips be dumb. 
They are sacred, pure, and we see no stain 
On those dear-loved flags come home again; 
Baptized in blood, our purest, best, 
Tattered and tom, they're now at rest." 

NEW HAMPsffiRE.-In New Hampshire, as fast 88 the regiments 
arrived home they were received by General Natt. Head, the adjutant­
general, and, when received, their flags were turned over to the State, 
with appropriate ceremonies, and placed on exhibition in the adjutant­
general's office, where they remained until 1866, when they were sus­
pended around the pillars of the Doric Hall of the State House at 
Concord. In June, 1867, the Adjutant-General was instructed to 
place them in proper and suitable cases for their better preservation, 
and not allow them to be removed except to preserve them from 
destruction. 

These flags, numbering about one hundred, including guidons, were 
then placed in glass cases on three sides of Doric Hall, adding much 
to its appearance, and telling an eloquently sad story. 

They are annually visited by the members of the Veteran Union 
of New Hampshire, and on one occasion, Jan. 8, 1867, Governor Har­
riman, on being presented to the Union in Doric Hall, said;-
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" fkn.tlt:m,m: I am happy to be thus presented to you, but I 
shall make no speech. Silence best becomes us in this presence. 
Those [pointing to the old flags] are the eloquent though speechless 
orators. Braver men never smiled at danger than those who fought 
under those banners, and whenever Death spread his banquet, New 
Hampshire furnished many guesf(s. Your annual pilgrimage to these 
halls is creditable to the silent promptings of your nature. GOD BLESS 

lOREVER I the living and the dead, who under these flags marched to 
glory or the grave." 1 

VERMONT. - The battle-flags of Vermont, cousisting of twenty-four 
State flags, forty-one United States flags, and two brigade flags, mak­
ing sixty-seven in number, bome by soldiers of Vermont in the war 
for the suppression of the Rebellion, have been tastefully arranged in 
cases in the hall of the House of Representatives, each with a tablet 
of silver, upon which is engraven the names of the engagements and 
battles in which the organizations bearing them participated' 

RHODE ISLAND. - In Rhode Island there were no public ceremonies 
attendant upon the return of the battle-flags of the regiments, but they 
were informally received. by the adjutant-general of the State, and 
deposited. by him in the State House. The General Assembly in 
1868,-

.. Reaolwd, That the Secret.ary of State be directed to procure a 
glass case, to be placed in the State House in Providence, in which 
shall be placed the several flags of the Rhode Island Voluntee1'8, used. 
in the late war, and now deposited in the secretary's office. 

U Reaolwd, That the sum of one hundred and fifty dollal'8 be ap­
propriated. for defraying the cost of said case." 

CONNECTICUT. - The flags of the Connecticut regiments, after being 
deposited in the comptroller's office, were, by direction of Charles J. 
Hoadley, Esq., hung up in the Senate chamber; his object in having 
them hung there was that the General Assembly might take some 
proper action for their preservation. They were soon after removed, 
without any public ceremony, to the State arsenal, in accordance with 
the following act of the Assembly, approved June 22, 1865, " Providing 
for the Safe-keeping of the Flags borne by the Volunteer Regiments 
during the late War." 

1 Letter of John M. Haines, adjutant-general of New Hampehire, May 2, 1872-
• Vermont Legislative Directory, 1872-73. 
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"BesolNd, by this Assembly, That the flags which have been borne 
by the regiments of this State during the late war shall be kept and 
preserved from injury with the utmost care by the officers who shall 
have, from time to time, official custody of the same; that they shall 
not be used at any time for the decoration of any hall occupied by 
either House of the General Assembly without the express direction 
of the General Assembly (or of the Governor when the General As­
sembly is not in session), and they shall not be used for the purposes 
of any parade, celebration, or other public display or exhibition, ex­
cept upon occasions of unusual and greater solemnity, and then only 
by express direction of the Governor, and under responsible guarantee 
for their safety, which he shall approve as sufficient. 
. "Resolved, That the Quartermaster-General be, and he is hereby, 
directed to remove at his earliest convenience the flBcas and trophies 
now hanging in the State House, and preserve the same in accordance 
with the foregoing resolution." 

By another act, approved March 11, 1879, it was-
"Resolved, That the Comptroller, Adjutant-General, and Quarter­

master-General shall be a board to have charge of the battle-~as of 
the State, now stored in the State arsenal, and that they cause suitable 
eases to be erected in the capitol, and the flags placed therein." 

It was proposed to make the transfer, with appropriate ceremonies, 
on Decoration Day; but the cases were not ready in season, and the 
transfer was deferred. The suggestion that the veterans of the State 
should participate in the removal ceremonies was made by Colonel 
Dexter R. Wright, Speaker of the House of Representatives, at a meet­
ing of the Legislative Army and Navy Club, soon after the resolution 
was passed. That was the germ of the grand popular celebration for 
the consummation of which the citizens of Hartford labored with 
munificent energy. 

The plan for the removal of the flags was gradually developed, and 
on the 10th of July the following circular was issued by the commit­
tee having the transfer in charge:-

"HARTFORD, July 10,1879. 

"The General Assembly of 1879 having ordered the transfer of the battle­
flags from the State arsenal to the new capitol, and having directed. the un· 
dersigned to make such tmnsfer, it is decided that the removal take place on 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, 1879. Allso)diers and sailors serving in the late war 
are invited. to be present and escort Ite old colors. The programme for the 
day will be announced hereafter. 

" It is suggested that each regiment and battery serving in the late war 
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from this State appoint a member to represent the organization in any mat­
ters pertaining to arrangements for the parade, and that the name of the 
member be communicated to the Adjutant-General before August 1st, if 
possible. 

"CHAUNCEY HOWARD, Oomptroller. 
"EDWARD HARLAND, Ac{iutant-General. 
"LEVERETT W. WESSELLS, Quarttrma8ler-General." 

General Joseph R. Hawley was unanimously selected as the most 
proper person to act as grand marshal, - a duty he cheerfully accepted. 

The next step was the calling of a meeting of the citizens of Hartford. 
to consider what part the city should take in observing the memorial 
occasion now begun, to be called II Battle-Flag Day." Mayor Sumner 
presided at the meeting, and in the channing address which he deliv­
ered advanced the following sentiment:-

II It is neither ungenerous nor unwise, it is rather most wholesome 
and just, to remember the war as an appeal to the highest court known 
to man for the settlement of a vital question as to the character of our 
government, - an appeal honestly and conscientiously brought on the 
one side, most honorably and skilfully tried on both sides, - an appeal 
which resulted in a final and inevitable decision that forever stamps 
upon this government the character of a nation. 

II Regarded not as the triumphs of a section, but as the triumphs of 
the national idea, the memory of the war should be most jealously, 
most sacredly cherished. To celebrate the victory which finally 
crowned the arms of the North, in this spirit, without malice and 
without vaunting, is to honor the memory of the brave men who died 
under the stars and stripes, without insult to the memory of the brave 
men who died under the stars and bars." 

The assembly of veterans from all parts of the State was one of the 
most imposing sights ever seen in Hartford. Fully ten thousand men 
were in the line, of whom considerably over eight thousand were old 
soldiers. The railroads centring at Hartford brought in over forty 
thousand visitors during the day, and numbers arrived Tuesday, swell­
ing the mass of visitors to fifty. five thousand or more. The military 
organizations and guests were reported as follows:-

Veterans. . . •. . • .. . . . . .. • . . . .. . . . .. .. . • . . .. . • .. .. . . . .. 8,346 
Military el!Cort........................................ 1,012 
Bands and drum corps................................. 548 
In carriages.......................................... 350 

TobU ••.•••..••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••. IO,256 

The decorations were many and profuse. 
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In the ceremony, the representatives of thirty regiments appeared, 
besides the State militia, and the entire force of the State authorities. 
It was one o'clock before the procession was in line, and at that hour 
a national salute began; and as the first gun sounded, the First Divi­
sion marched out of the park into High Street. This comprised the 
militia of the State, and veterans of the war belonging to other States, 
who had fought in Connecticut regiments. In this division were Gov­
ernor Andrew and his private secretary in a carriage, followed by his 
staff, mounted The Governor kept his head bared during the entire 
march, and he was greeted by rousing cheers from the thousands who 
lined the sidewalks along the line. The Second Division, under the 
command of Colonel Jacob L Greene, formerly of the Sixth Michigan 
Cavalry, comprised the Union Battalion, and the prominent guests in 
carriages. Among the latter were Major-General J. M. Schofield. 
U. S. A., General Burnside, of Rhode Island, ex-Governors Jewell, Hub­
'bard, and Cleveland, of Connecticut, General Smith and staff, the judges 
of the Supreme Court of Connecticut, the Mayor of Hartford, and the 
members of the city government. The fourth and last division was 
the great feature of the day. It was composed entirely of the veteran 
soldiers of Connecticut, and embraced fully eight thousand men, rep­
resentatives from all the regiments, from the First to the Thirty-sixth. 
This division was headed by Major-General Joseph R. Hawley, the 
chief marshal of the day, and his staff. The men were dressed in citi­
zens' clothing, but many wore the hats of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and all wore badges or medals j some were lame, some had 
lost an arm, and two men hobbled along on wooden legs. Carri~cres 

were provided for the veterans who could not walk 
Some of the old f18.00'S were nearly whole; others were so far gone 

that they had been caught with ribbons to the staff at frequent inter­
vals, lest the slight breeze should make them float in shreds to the 
pavement. Some of them have histories that are known to the Con­
necticut folk; and when they were borne along the cheering became a 
hoarse roar, and all hands fluttered handkerchiefs or waved hats. 

The stoops and lawns in front of the private houses were thronged 
with people, and in many cases little girls and boys were found repre­
senting patriotic characters. On the balcony of one house in High 
Street were two small boys, one dressed as a midshipman, and sitting 
on a coil of rope, and the other as a soldier, standing guard At South 
Green, a pyramid of two hundred girls, ranging in age from four to 
twelve years, all dressed in white, and wearing red, white, and blue 
sashes, greeted the veterans with waving handkerchiefs and fans. At 
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the base of the pyramid was a cordon of boys, dressed as soldiers, and 
carrying muskets, standing on guard. This was the great feature of 
the display. The capitol was reached at four o'clock, and here the 
ceremony of transferring the flags was performed. 

In the evening, the Capitol, the City Hall, the Stamped Envelope 
Works, the City Hall and the Bulkeley arches, were illuminated till 
midnight, the two first mentioned being by electric lights. 

When the column was formed on the park, it proceeded through 
Ford, High, and Main Streets to the arsenal. As the veterans passed the 
arsenal, the color-bearers received the colors. The column proceeded 
down Main and other streets to the capitol, where Chief-Marshal 
General Hawley addressed the Govemor on delivering the flags :-

" Your Euell.t!My: We are more than ten thousand citizens, who 
were soldiers from Connecticut in the late war for union and liberty. 
We come, in obedience to an invitation of our beloved Common­
wealth, to bring these eighty flags from their temporary resting-place 
to their final home in this new and beautiful capitol For the grand 
honor and pleasure of the day, we are grateful to the General Assembly, 
to you, the chief m~aistrate, and to the great concourse of citizens, 
who have testified their extreme good-will in many ways. We shall 
make many pilgrimages to the shrine where these standards are to 
rest. We shall often recall, as we do to-day, the comrades who dared to 
die in following these emblems of duty and glory, and shall revive the 
innumerable memories of four years of marvellous national exaltation. 

"But it is quite certain that we shall never again be summoned as 
battalions, with trumpet and drum, banner and cannon, for even a 
noble holiday like this. Let the flags rest. In a few years these men 
will no longer be able to bear arms for the land they love, but these 
weather-worn and battle-tom folds shall remain through the centuries, 
testifying that Connecticut was true to free government, and pledging 
her future fidelity. It can never again be doubted that the great re­
public can find millions of defenders in a day of trouble, and millions 
of blessed women to sustain them. These poor shreds and humble 
staves, to be glorified in the eyes of future generations, have witnessed 
the dedication of a continent to justice, equal rights, union, and lib­
erty. We bid them good-by. Thanks be to God - abundant and 
exultant thanks to the Almighty Father - that we lived in those days, 
and were permitted to do something toward seeing that the govern­
ment of, by, and for the people shall not perish from the earth." 

Governor Andrew said, in reply:-
"General Hawley, and JT etera1U1 oj Connecticut: In the name and 
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on behalf of the State I accept these flags from the hands of the men 
who carried them in war. For more than four years of conflict, where­
ever the camp was the hardest, wherever the siege was the fiercest, 
wherever the march was the longest, wherever the fight was the sor­
est, they were always to be seen, - through all the blasting winds, 
through summer and winter and the alternating seasons they were at 
all times unfurled. They come back riddled by shot, tattered and tom, 
blackened and grimed with the smoke and powder of battle, but they 
bring us no word of flight or dishonor . 

.. They speak to us of the many displays of heroic virtue which have 
illustrated the character of the sons of Connecticut. With a pathos at 
which every heart softens, and every eye grows dim, they tell us of 
the many thousand soldiers from our State, who, counting not their 
lives dear, willingly laid them down for the honor of their country. 

"That sacred and mysterious sympathy, which goes out from almost 
every fireside to the battle-fields of the Rebellion, finds in these ragged 
ensigns its dearest and its intensest expression. 

"Lovingly, then, and tenderly, let us lay them away in the moth­
erly arms of the State, whose trophies they now become, that they 
may teach these lessons of patriotism and of duty to all future genera­
tioDs." 

As the color-guard of each regiment advanced with the colors, they 
were saluted by the firing of cannon, and the flags were then deposited 
in their permanent abiding-place.1 

1 The following is the oonditioD of the ftasa, as reported by the oommittee appointed 
for that purpoee :-

Cavalry. - One red State flag in good order; one State flag a.nd one national flag in 
bad order, can be unfurled as looped; two guidons in fair order. 

Pint Battery. - One national flag, very bad, can't be unfurled; one State flag. hal! 
gone, but the rest in good order j one 1I1D8l1 battery flag j one fancy guidon. 

S«IIfUl Battery. - Two national battery flags in fair order. 
Third Battery. - One national flag, good order. 
First Uta"" Artilkry. - One yellow silk State flag in fine order; ODe State Bag badly 

damaged, to be carried as looped; one State flag in fair order; one national flag. pre­
&ented by .. Sons oC CoDuecticut in Califomia," badly gone, hal! furled; one national 
flag in fair order; aix guidons in good ahape. 

&ctmd Rea"" Artilkry. - Two national and one State Rag in fair order. (The last 
named was presented by Mrs. William Curtis Noyee, of LItchfield.) 

TIl,," Murr.t1&8' Men. - The Firat a.nd Second Connecticut Volunteers have both s.p 
in good order j the Third bas a State flag, but no national. 

Fifth Ctmnutic," P"olunt«r •• - One national a.nd one State Bag, both in bad 8hape, 
and to be carried as looped. 

Si:dI& Ctm7Ucticut P"oluntur .. - One national and one State flag in bad oondition, 
looped; ODe State flag. with staIl'shot in two, bad order, looped. 
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A committee of ladies prepared the flags so as to enable them to 
bear transportation. If the veterans of the war could have seen the 
loving care with which the old Bags were inspected and repaired by 
the ladies selected, they would prize them still more highly. The 
committee consisted of ladies who had warm personal interest in their 
work, and brought sad memories of dear friends who had followed 
them. To one it was a brother who received his death-wound while 

&wnIA. - One State flag, nearly all gone, furled; one State and one national in bad 
condition, but, &8 looped by Mrs. Hawley, can be carried. 

BigllJA. - One national ftag, hopel8B8; two State flags and one national in poor con­
dition, but can be carried &8 fixed. (One State flag was preeented by the "Sons of Con­
necticut in New York.") 

NifllJ&. - One State flag in good order; two national and one State flag in poor order, 
and looped. 

Tent.\. - Two State flags and one national in bad shape, looped j one national ftag in 
fair order. (The fim national flag was presented by the " Sana of Connecticut in New 
York.") 

Elew'lath. - One national ftag, very bad condition, staff' broken by shot, to be carried 
&8 looped; one national and one State flag in good order; one State Hag half gone, 
looped. 

TwelftA. - Two national and one State ftag in fair order; one State flag bad, furled ; 
one national bad, looped. (One national flag W&8 preaented by Mrs. Colonel Deming.) 

Thirteenth. - Two national and two State ftags, all in bad order, and to be carried 
furled or looped. 

Fourlemtla. - One national and two State flags in variona d~ of badn_; two 
can be partially nnfurled. 

Fifteenth. - One Stata flag half gone, the remainder in good shape; one national 
flag bad, looped. 

Siztunt1l. - One State flag, new. The regiment will aleo carry ita new flag of white 
ailk, the central device on which is compoeed of pieces of the national ftag tom up to pre­
vent capture, and carried through Andersonville by the survivors. 
~ - One national, poor, looped; one State, very bad, can't be unfurled. 
Bighlunth.. - One State flag, in fair order, on a guidon staff'; one national, poor. 
Twentieth. - One national, fair; one State, badly tom, looped. 
T'llJeftty-jint. - One State and one national, good ; one State and one national, bad, 

looped. 
T1lJt7lly·1WYfIll. - Both colors are in fair order. 
TUJe7lty.tkirtl. - No colors at the arsenal. To be brought by Colonel Holmee, who 

baa retained them since the war. 
Twenty-j'OII.rt1I. - One State in fair order; one national to be brought from Middle­

town, having been in keeping of Mrs. General Mansfield aince the war. 
Twenty-fifth. - Both colors badly crippled, but can be carried, &8 looped by Mias 

Bissell. 
T'IIJe'Iatll-MA. - One national, fair; one State, poor, looped. 
7'we7&ty-lefJefl.t1l. - One national, good ; one State, poor, looped. 
Twmty-eigAth. - Both colors and two guidons in good condition. 
T1Ot7tty·nintk. - One State, badly gone, carried &8 fixed; two national, in fair 

lhape. 
Thirtieth. - One national, fair but faded. 
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bearing the flag of his regiment; others were reminded of husbands 
and fathers; and one found the old flag which she had repeatedly 
patched and mended while with her husband in the field. It was a 
pleasing duty, but a sad one, to bind up the tattered shreds 80 that at 
least some part of the flag could be seen. 

The most dramatic event of the day was the passing in of the colors 
by their bearers to be deposited in the elegant cases prepared to re­
ceive them in the capitol It was a grand and affecting scene. The 
bearers of each regiment came forward separately, carrying the torn, 
storm-beaten flags, and as each set of colors was presented, the regiment 
which had defended them waved hats and cheered over them. The 
scene went home to the heart, and there was a solemnity deeper than 
found expression, and a picturesqueness that aroused enthusiasm and 
patriotism. 

After the disposition of the flags, the vast concourse called for the 
generals on the platform, and several were introduced by General 
Hawley, and received with hearty cheers. 

General Burnside, after the applause had subsided, made a short 
speech appropriate to the occasion. 

General Schofield bowed his thanks and retired, followed by ap­
plause. 

General Franklin was greeted with cheers, and said, in substance, 
that it was thirty-three years since he began to go to war; and when 
he thought of the past and all its great events, he felt that his time 
had nearly come to be laid away with the worn, old flags. But 
yet, when he saw tbe mass of veteran soldiers before him, he was as 
young as any of them, and he knew from the demonstration of to-day 
that, if necessity arose, they were able to fight another war, to as suc­
cessful an issue. 

General Warren bowed. General Benham said a few hasty words; 
and General Carrington, General Harland, and General Birge acknowl­
edged the cheering of the assembly. In conclusion, General Hawley, 
in dismissing the veterans, said:-

" (Jomrades : No word that any man cau say can add to the pa­
thos and true grandeur of what we have done to-day, if our work be 
rightly understood. Certainly at this time I cannot think of address­
ing you any further. I know you are weary by your long march, and 
though you clamor for speeches, I must send you to dinner. Try to 
go to the tables in the order of march that brought you here. Hart­
ford has provided an abundance, and I know you will be a little 
patient with each other." 
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The removal of the ftags to the new State capitol seemed a fitting 
occasion for recovering as full records as possible of these priceless 
memorials of the war. 

The First Connecticut Heavy Artillery left the State as the Fourth . 
Infantry Regiment. The original colors were presented to the regi­
ment in front of the old State House on the day of its departure for 
the seat of war, June 10, 1861. One of the colors given by ladies 
interested in the Putnam Phalanx was presented by Colonel H. 
L Miller, then a member of that command. The other flag was from 
the State, Lieutenant-Governor Douglas making the presentation 
address. Colonel Woodhouse responded, pledging the honor of his 
command that the flag should never be disgraced. Subsequently, the 
Fourth received an elegant United States color, presented by Connect­
icut citizens residing iu California, and valued at eight hundred dol­
lars. The eagle surmounting the staff was of gold, and the flag in all 
respects elabomtely finished. It was sent by sons of Connecticut from 
California for the first three years' regiment from Connecticut, and fell 
to the Fourth. It reached the command at Hagerstown, Md., and 
was guarded throughout the war with sacred fidelity. It is SO tat­
tered from service that it could not be unfurled at this pamde; but 
from the soldier's view this is the highest of honors. 

The Second Heavy Artillery was organized originally as the Nine­
teenth Connecticut. The State color of this regiment was the gift of 
Mrs. William Curtis Noyes, of New York The presentation was 
made on Litchfield Hill early in September, 1862, by Mr. Noyes, 
in behalf of his wife. The coat of arms of the State is elegantly 
embroidered in silk, with the Kensington stitch, and the flag was 
one of the handsomest carried from Connecticut. The first color­
bearer, O. R Fyler, received the colors at Camp Dutton, and held 
charge of them until the regiment was tmnsferred to the heavy 
artillery. Sergeant D. E. Soule carried the colors at the battle of 
Cold Harbor. There the head of the flag-staff was shot off. Soule 
was commissioned, and succeeded by Sergeant C. L Davis. The lat­
ter gallantly carried his trust at Winchester, Sept. 19, 1864, but was 
wounded. After his recovery, he Bo"8.in received the custody of the 
flag. He was with it at Hatcher's Run, Feb. 6, 1865; in the charge 
in front of Fort Fisher, March 25 ; and also at the charges on Petersburg 
and Sailor's Creek. At Petersburg, the Second had the honor of first 
calTYing the colors into the city, but a Michigan command planted 
the flag on the court-house. Sergeant C. P. Tmvers received the flag 
after Davis was wounded at Winchester, and carried it th1"Ough the 
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engagement. Two or three days later, he was wounded in the wrist 
at Fisher's Hill; and his successor, Ser<Jeant H. S. Wheeler, was mor­
tally wounded at Cedar Creek, Oct. 19, 1864, the colors then falling to 
H. L Bushnell. He held them only a few moments, when he was also 
shot down, a missile passing through his neck. As soon as Bushnell 
fell, the colors were caught by H. A. Warner, who carried them through 
the remainder of the battle. 

The colors of the Fifth Regiment were the first to enter Winchester 
after the Union forces crossed the Potomac in March, 1862, and re­
ceived their first fire in the victorious battle fought March 22, 1862. 
March 25, their colors were again bravely defended at Winchester. 
Aug. 9, 1862, at Cedar Mountain, the color-guard, with one excep­
tion, were either killed or wounded. Sergeant E. B. Jones, who had 
carried the flag from the start, was the first to fall, carrying down 
with him the national color, which was captured and taken to 
Richmond, and is now in Washington. Sergeant James Hewison, 
another valiant soldier, while bearing the regimental color was severely 
wounded, both legs being shot, and left for dead on the field. In this 
struggle Color-Corporal Sherman D. Taylor lost his life. Captain 
George W. Corliss grasped the regimental color, tore it from the staff, 
and it was finally home off the field by Sergeant William P. Smith. 
Corporal Daniel L Smith was also killed in this desperate encounter, 
and Major Edward F. Blake was shot dead while bearing the colors. 
Lieutenant H. M. Dutton and Lieutenant Heber Smith were killed 
early in the action. The colors of the regiment were afterwards bome 
at Antietam, Chantilly, Gettysburg, Chancellorsville, Resaca, Dallas, 
siege of Atlanta, through the march to the sea, and at Averysboro' and 
Bentonville, N. C. They were carried in the review at Washington, 
and brought to Hartford by Sergeant J. M. Cahill. 

The colors of the Sixth Regiment are in ruins, more or less; one of 
the State flags being without the customary staff, and the other being 
badly tattered. The Sixth brought home a fine rebel artillery color, 
captured at,Morris Island, July 10,1863. The charge on the Confed­
erate battery was made by the Sixth alone, the command carrying the 
position by sheer pluck and bravery. One of the rebel altillel'ymen 
attempted to escape with the flag, but Colonel Chatfield ordered him 
to halt twice. Ignoring the order, he was fired upon, and fell forward 
upon the flag, mortally wounded. The brave fellow's blood-stains can 
still be traced 011 the color. It was presented by the ladies of Pocota­
ligo, Oct. 22, 1862, to the rebel battery, and was gallantly defended to 
the last. 
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The national colors of the Seventh Regiment are tom to shreds, 
and were carried furled along the line of march. At the arsenal is a 
Confederate flag, captured by the Seventh at Fort PulaSki The flag 
was surrendered to General Hunter, April 11, 1862, the first anniver­
sary of the attack on Fort Sumter, and bestowed upon the Seventh, 
its captors. 

The original colors of the Eighth Regiment were received 
from "the Sons of Connecticut" in New York William R Cone 
was the first color-bearer; after his promotion, Henry E. Strickland 
was intrusted with the flag, and at the battle of Newbern was the 
first to plant his colors on the entrenchments. At the battle of 
Antietam he fell, mortally wounded, and the flag was seized by Lieu",: 
tenant-Colonel Appleman, and held in the face of the enemy until 
Sergeant Walker took Strickland's place in the ranks. Color-Sergeant 
Thomas J. Hubbard carried the national color until the battle of Wal-

. thall, Va., May 1, 1864, where his right elbow was shattered by a 
Minie-ball. Although the arm was completely crushed, Hubbard 
still clung to his colors, advancing with the line of battle. Finally he 
was relieved by Sergeant Orlow J. Root, who carried the flag through 
the remainder of the engagement, and came home with it, depositing 
it at the State arsenal, when the regiment was mustered out of service. 

The two national colors of the Ninth, the gallant Irish regiment, 
passed through a score of engagements, and are so tattered that they 
could not be unfurled. The Confederate national flag at the arsenal, 
captured at Pass Christian from the Fourth Mississippi, April 4, 1862, 
was taken by Captain Wright of the Ninth. It was made by the 
ladies of Pass Christian, and the figure in the centre was of a mag­
nolia. In its day this flag was a superb piece of work It is in 
shreds, and can only be preserved with the utmost care. Both the 
color-sergeants were disabled at Cedar Creek, and in the charge in 
the afternoon Colonel Healy carried the colors. They were the first 
upon the retaken works. 

The colors of the Tenth Regiment show the inscriptions of twenty­
four battles, including Kinston, Dec. 14,1862; Whitehall, two days 
later, Dec. 16, and Goldsboro' the 17th, making three engagements 
in four days. Through a score of hard-fought battles the Tenth won 
its way to honor and distiilction. 

The interests clustering about the national color of the Eleventh 
Regiment are too sacred to be lost. The proudest honr of the Elev­
enth was when the regiment charged the "Stone Bridge" across 
Antietam Creek, part of the command fording the stream in order to 

86 
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dislodge the enemy, and the remainder receiving the fierce rebel fire 
without flinching, wheu Captain John D. Griswold, of Lyme, fell 
mortally wounded. The Eleventh, at the Sharpsburg bri~ae, by its 
brilliant charge, was of infinite value in changing the destiny of 
Burnside's left. It matters but little that their old 1lag cannot be 
unfurled again. 

The original color of the Twelfth Regiment was presented by the 
ladies of Hartford. It also received two stands each of the State and 
national colors during its service, two new flags reaching the regi­
ment just before the campaign of the Shenandoah Valley. Ser­
geant Edwards, the color-bearer at Georgia Landing, was shot through 
the mouth, a Minie-ball shattering his jaw; but, despite the shock 
and pain from the wound, Edwards clung to the flag, holding it aloft 
until Captain L A. Dickinson of the color company could receive it 
from him, and intrust it to some one else. During the siege of Fort 
Hudson, the flags of the Twelfth were set out on the line of battle 
every day. In the Shenandoah they were followed with alacrity, and 
were brought back to Connecticut withont the enemy ever having 
laid a finger upon one of them. 

l'he Thirteenth was mustered in Nov. 25, 1861, and remained in the 
field, or under control of the government, until May 4, 1866. It WB8 

at New Orleans in 1862; Irish Bend and Port Hudson in 1863; Win­
chester and Cedar Creek in 1864; and at Augusta, Ga., in 1865, besides 
other important battles. The color-bearer, Sergeant Englebert Sauter, 
was wounded at Winchester with the flag in his hands, in front of 
the battle. The regiment received two sets of colors, besides a special 
ftag that was presented by the ladies of New Orleans, while they were 
engaged on duty in that city. The New Orleans color was an elegant 
one, and an elaborate piece of needle-work. The stars and fringe 
were both silver, and the material of the finest quality of ~i1k. The 
inscription was-

" UNION. 

18TH REGT. CONN. VOLa., 

NEW ORLEANS, 
18IIJ. 

This flag was deposited with the regular regimental colors. The Thir­
teenth also have a rebel flag at the arsenal, taken at Irish Bend, April 
14:, 1863. It was presented by the ladies of Franklin to the .. St. 
Kary's Cannoneers." 

Among the most remarkable of the Connecticut regiments is the 
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" gallant old Fourteenth," whose tattered battle-ftagB have been bome 
through the storms of thirty-four battles. This regiment was actually 
engaged in a greater number of battles, had more men killed in battle, 
captured a greater number of cannon, colora, and prisoners from the 
enemy, than any other Connecticut regiment, and yet it never lost a 
color. Sergeant Thomas J. Mills, the first color-sergeant, was killed 
at Antietam, and Color-Sergeant Armory Allen was killed at Morton's 
Ford. Color--Corporal George C. Boomer, who was wounded at Mor­
ton's Ford, came on from Maine to attend the battle-flag ceremonies, 
and was in the parade. 

The colora of the Fifteenth Regiment were concealed from the Con­
federates at the time of that command's capture at Kinston, N. C., but 
were afterwards recovered by the men. The national color has in­
seribed upon it the names of Antietam, siege of Suffolk and Kinston, 
being the engagements in which it participated. The State or regi­
mental color is badly tom, one-half having entirely disappeared. 
The rend is through the shield, but what remains is of immeasurable 
value to the members of the command. The State or regimental color 
of the Fifteenth was presented by the ladies of Meriden, the address 
being delivered by Miss Helen Bradley. After the WaJ', Miss Bradley 
married Mr. G. C. Merriam, one of the officers of the command. At 
the battle of Kinston the color-bearer of the regiment was shot, and 
this color was carried off the field by Color-Corporal James B. 
Marvin. 

The colors of the Sixteenth Regiment were tom from their stand­
ards at the fan of Plymouth, N. C., April 20, 1864, and in part dis­
tributed among the officers and men, while the remaining portions 
were burned, to prevent them from falling into the hands of the rebels. 
The pieees that were saved were carried through the military prisons 
at the Squth, and, finally, on the release of the members who survived, 
were brought home. These few shreds of the old colors have been 
kept as sacred souvenirs by their possessors. A few months ago the 
executive committee of the regiment determined on getting together 
as many of these fragments as possible, and have them restored, that 
they might be deposited with the battle-fiags at the capitol The 
ground-work is of white silk, and the color, as preserved, is in 
the form of a shield. Fortunately, the eagle's head of the original 
color was preserved, and this surmounts the shield, with streamers 
made from bits of the ftag extending from its beak. The rescue of 
the colors involved carrying them across an open tract from four to 
five rods in width, under the enemy's fire. A bunch of a hundred 
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men or more surrounded it. Within a few feet stood two light ar-' 
tillery guns, one of which had been spiked during a charge from the 
rebels on the position. The dead and wounded were grouped here, 
and the enemy had opened on the spot with grape and canister. From 
the State color, which was carried by Sergeant William E. Bidwell, the 
silver ornaments sunnounting the standard had been cut away by a 
fragment of shell, and had fallen at his feet. Sergeant Francis Lati­
mer, of Hartford, carried the national color, which he had gallantly 
borne off the field at Antietam, and from which he had ever after­
wards been inseparable. During this crisis, the most memorable 
moment in the battle of Plymouth, the flags were called for by the 
officers of the regiment, who were directing the contest at the right of 
the line. An hour later, the Union forces at Plymouth were in the 
hands of the rebels; but the colors were either burned or existing 
in shreds and precious bits here and there among the men. The 
restored flag of the Sixteenth is made up from these invaluable rem­
nants. Sergeant-Major Robert H. Kellogg, of the Sixteenth, has pub­
lished an interesting sketch of the siege of Plymouth, and the rescue 
of the Sixteenth colors, from which the following extract is taken:-

" After the last flag of truce from the enemy had returned, bearing 
a refusal to surrender, a tremendous fire of musketry and artillery was 
opened on the Union line, and the rebels, with their characteristic yells, 
were now swanning through the streets of the town, pouring into the 
camps and pressing every advantage, with the confidence of victory 
near at hand. 

" At this juncture, the color guard of the Sixteenth, at the extreme 
right of the line, sheltered from the enemy's fire behind an artillery 
platfonn, shouted to Lieutenant-Colonel Burnham to know what 
should be done with the colors. The reply came, f Strip them from 
the staff and bring them here.' To tear each flag from its staff was 
the work of a moment; but who should carry them through that pelt­
ing hail of bullets 1 It required brave men, and they were not want­
ing. Color-Sergeant Francis Latimer took the national color, and 
Color-Corporal Ira E. Forbes the State flag, and, crossing the most 
exposed part of the field under a heavy fire, safely delivel'ed them to 
Colonel Burnham. It was a brave deed, gallantly done. Corporal 
Fotbes returned, and safely brought back the flag of the One Hundred 
and First Pennsylvania Regiment." ! 

The national color of the Seventeenth has the name of the com­
mand and the constellation of States elegantly embroidered in silk, 
and so, in part, is well preserved. But, mainly, the flag is in tatters. 
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It has seen hard service in the field, and sustains an honorable record 
in the history of the war. 

The State color of the Eighteenth Regiment was presented by the 
ladies of Norwich. This flag was saved by the gallantry of Color­
Sergeant George F. Torry, on the morning of June 15, 1863, near 
Winchester, Va. The Eighteenth found itself in an almost hand-to­
hand contest with Johnston's division in front, and intercepted on the 
Hank by Stonewall Jackson's old brigade, on the Martinsburg road 
Escape in a body was impossible. Color-Sergeant Torry was ordered 
to destroy his Hag; and while the Confederates were intent on the cap­
ture of the main body of the regiment, Sergeant Torry cut his color 
from its staff, wound it around his body beneath his uniform, and by 
hard travelling and good luck brought it safe into the Union lines. 

The Twentieth Regiment captured no colors, but they brought theirs 
back. At the battle of Peach Tree Creek, Color-Sergeant David Thorn­
croft was shot down with the colors in his hands. After Thomcroft 
fell, Sergeant Prior received the colors, and carried them through the 
rest of the battle. John H. Pratt was wounded, with the colors, at 
Bentonville, and Atwater, of the color guard, at Chancellorsville. 
Corporal Keefe was with the colors from the time they left the State 
until their return. Sergeant Prior was the national color-bearer when 
the regiment was mustered out, being the last member of the com­
mand to have it in custody. 

The national Hag of the Twenty-first is in ruins, having passed 
through three years of hard and persistent service, and remained 
furled along the march from the arsenal to the capitol 

The colors of the Twenty-second were carried by Sergeants A. J. 
Carrier and Joseph Wilson. The Twenty-second was the first nine 
months' regiment from the State, but was not brought very actively 
into the scenes of the war. It was present at the siege of Suffolk, 
and in line of battle at the N ansemond. 

The State color of the Twenty-third Regiment was presented to 
Colonel Holms by his cousin, Colonel Samuel Holms, of New York. 
It was made by Tiffany & Company. On the transverse side from the 
State coat of arms was a sketch of General Putnam riding down the 
stone steps at Greenwich. The national color was presented by a 
member of the regiment. The Twenty-third was stationed in the 
Gulf department, and participated in the closing scenes of the war. 
At Bamf, the State flag was destroyed, to prevent its falling into the 
hands of the enemy. The national color was saved by Colonel Holma, 
and has been in his possession since the war. 
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The Twenty-fourth Regiment waa organized in September, 1862, 
Before leaving Middletown, the ladies of that city decided to presen' 
the command with a regimental flag, but were "unable to complete it 
before its departure for the front. The flag was a national one, and 
the ladies met daily until they had finished it. It was of silk ribbon, 
heavily fringed, and a beautiful specimen of art and taste. Two gui­
dons were made to accompany it. After the flag was finished, Rev. Dr. 
Joseph Cummings, William S. Camp, and Samuel C. Hubbard. were 
appointed a committee to proceed to Camp Buckingham and present 
the color on behalf of the ladies, Dr. Cummings making the presentation 
speech, and Colonel Mansfield the response. In May, 1863, the regi­
ment marched to the rear of Port Hudson. The regimental State 1lag 
was left under guard, but the flag presented by the ladies of Middle­
town was taken to the front, and was carned as the reW.mental color 
during its service. At the second assault on PoIt Hudson, June 14, 
1863, the flag and staft' received thirty-eight bullet-holes. The regi­
mental flag was surrendered to the State, and placed in the arsenal in 
Hartford. The flag presented by the ladies was returned to Middl~ 
town, and was placed in the custody of Mrs. General Mansfield, where 
it has since remained. It was brought to Hartford for the patade, and 
to be placed in the State capitol 

The colors of the Twenty-fifth were at Irish Bend, Baton Rouge, 
and Port Hudson, and saw hard service in the field. Israel C. Peck, 
the color-bearer at Irish Bend, had his belt shot away during the 
engagement. He was but slightly wounded, and in the charges OD 

Port Hudson, May 27 and June 14, waa at his post as usual He 
was in service during the Mexican war, and is now past sixty years 
of age. Out of deference to his service, anangements were made for 
him to ride in the procession. M. A.. Shearer, color-serg~t of the 
Twenty-fifth, carried the State flag during the war. 

The national color of the Twenty-sixth is fairly preserved, but the 
State color is badly tattered. Its service was principally at Port 
Hudson, where it was engaged with the enemy, May 27, and also 
June 13 and 14, 1863. Fifteen men were killed in action, and thirty 
died from wounds. 

The colors of the Twenty-seventh were carried through Freder­
icksburg, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg, Sergeant Brand being 
the national standard-bearer. At Chancellorsville, eight companies 
of the regiment were captured, and incarcerated in rebel prisons. 
Fortuna.tely the colors, which at Fredericksburg had been pushed 
to the advance line of battle, were saved, being with the two com-
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panies on picket duty at the time the bulk of the command was 
captured. 

The colors of the Twenty-eigbtb Regiment are in a good state of 
preservation. 

The colors of the Twenty-ninth Regiment were presented by Fred. 
Douglass, in an able and sensible speech in behalf of the colored 
women of New Haven, just before the command left the front. When 
Richmond fell, the Twenty-ninth was with the first infantry that 
entered the city.l 

NEW YORK.-No State has taken so much pains to preserve the 
history of its regiments, and the flags bome by them, as New York. 
On the 21st of January, 1863, Adjutant-General Sprague issued a cir­
cular in which he said: II It is desired that all regimental colors worn 
out in service, and of consolidated regiments, be forwarded to these 
head.-quarters, as well as captured flags, banners, &0., that they may 
be deposited in the archives of the State in an appropriate manner, 
as a record of the fortitude of her sons. It A minute history of the 
flags is important, and iI. detailed statement of the services of the regi­
ments will be appropriate. The first ftags that had been borne in 
battle, returned to a State, were seven belonging to the volunteer regi­
ments of the State of New York. 

On the 23d of April. 1863, the New York Assembly passed the 
following-

Resolution, .. Whereas there are now in the possession of the Adju­
tant-General of this State a number of national and regimental ftags 

1 The whole number of troops furnished by Connecticut during the war WIllI: -

Three months· men... .................. 2,340 Three yean' men .............•....... '" 44,668 
Nine months' men ............ ....... .•. 6,802 Four yetlZ8' men ..... ............ ..... .•. 28 
One year men. ..•... ..................... 629 Not known ............................... 1,80' 
Two y~ men..... ...... ......... .•..•. 2Ii 64,88i 

The eaaua1tiea to the Connecticut troops during the war, ginn in the • Military and 
Civil History of Connecticut during the Recent Wart' WIIII:-

Olllcen. 
Killed in action. ............... 97 
Died o( wonnda..... .•. ......... 48 
Died of w- ......... ......... 88 
llissing ......... .. ............. .•. 21 
Honorably discharged prior to 

muster out of organization 886 
Discharged (ordiaability...... 51 
Dishonorably discharged.. ••• 51 
Cashiered............. ...... ...... 9 

Ken. Olllcen. KeD. 
1,094 Resigned. ......................... '81 

663 Transferred to veteran reserve 
8,246 corps............................ 18 1,488 

• 389 Executed ••.. ••. .•• ...... ......... 27 
Deserted.......................... 2 6,281 

6,461 Drowned.......................... 1 311 
,,861 Taken by civil authority..... 19 

49 Dropped (rom rolla ...... ..• ..• 7 116 
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which have been gallantly borne by our brave volunteer regiments; 
until, blood-dyed and tom, they are no longer of use in the field, 
therefore,-

"Resolved, That a respectful message be sent to the Honorable the 
Senate, inviting them to a joint meeting with this House, to be held 
in the Assembly chamber, on Friday the 24th inst., at twelve o'clock, 
noon, his Excellency the Governor presiding, when the Adjutant­
General will present these flags to the State for preservation." 

In accordance ~th this resolve, the two Houses met in the 
.Assembly chamber the next day. The Assembly rose to receive 
the senators, who took seats in front of the Speaker's desk The Gov­
ernor took the chair, with the Lieutenant-Governor on his right and 
the Speaker of the .Assembly on his left. Adjutant-General Sprague 
then advanced to the Speaker's desk, followed by 8tvt'n fl8.cos borne by 
members of his staff, amidst the enthusiastic applause of the audience. 
After the convention had been called to order by Governor Seymour, 
- the flags being arranged in front of the Speaker's desk, - Adjutant­
General Sprague presented them, with a patriotic speech, too long to 
be given in full, closing as follows:-

" My task is done. I now commit to you, sir, as the Commander­
in-chief of the State of New York, these banners, in compliance with 
the request of the officers mentioned, knowing that they will be 
cherished by the State, as all others will be now in the field. When 

. you and I, sir, shall have passed away, when this vast assemblage now 
heaving with emotion shall be mingled with the dust, these memen­
tos will live; history will claim its triumphs when the integrity 
and sacrifices of our countrymen will be appreciated, understood, and 
rewarded I 

"Let there be selected by this united body a suitable depository; 
there let them hang. so that in time to come, when our country is 
restored to its original purity and greatness, when rebellion shall be 
crushed, our children's children shall gather under the folds, and with 
pride and enthusiasm narrate the deeds of their fathers, and glory 
in the sacrifices and sorrows which achieved the restitution of our 
country." 

General Sprague then designated the respective colors, each being 
waved as he mentioned them. One of these, the colors of the Thir­
tieth Regiment, at the second battle of Bull Run, fell into the hands 
of ten different soldiers shot dead on the field The stars and stripes 
were pierced by thirty-six balls, and the staff ·was shot to splinters. 
Four of the color guard of the Sixtieth Regiment were shot down 
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while carrying its banner. The color-bearer with four of the color 
guard of the Sixty-first was killed at Fair Oaks. The other flags 
had no particular history, but had been through many battles. 

After the presentation, Senator Smith offered a Resolve, ,; That these 
flags which had been so ga!lantly borne should be accepted, and placed 
among the archives of the State in the Bureau of Military Statistics, 
to be preserved as memorials of that eternal vigilance which is the 
price of liberty i and that a copy of the resolutions and proceedings 
be transmitted by the Governor to the commandant of each regiment, 
&0., in the service of the United States." 

After remarks by Senator Folger (who seconded the resolutions) 
and others, and the reading of a poem by Alfred B. Street,l Governor 
Seymour rose and said: "I can add by no words of mine to this 
impressive and solemn scene. You have heard from a representative 
of the Senate, and a member of the Assembly i you have listened to 
the earnest words of one who, himself a soldier, can with so much 
truth and eloquence depict the dangers and heroism of a soldier's life; 
you have heard, too, the beautiful language of the poet; but, above all, 
you have seen the banners which but a short time since were carried 
forth in their brightness and their beauty, borne by stalwart men 
who went out from their happy homes to fight the battles of their 
country, brought back to us, blood-stained and torn, and telling us, 
more eloquently than can any language, of the heroism and devotion 
of their defenders. 

" I will not weaken the effect of this touching and impressive cere­
mony by any further remarks. May God Almighty in his goodness 
grant that the heavy sacrifices we have made may not be in vain; but 
that, with patriotism quickened and elevated by the trials we have 
undergone, we may be taught to better appreciate and more faithfully 
discharge the duties of American citizens i and may He who holdS all 
nations in the hollow of his hand, pardoning our many sins, restore to . 
us our glorious and beloved Union, so that we may again enjoy the 
blessings of peace, beneath a government reinvigorated and strength­
ened by the deep sorrows and the fierce struggle through which it has 
passed." 

The resolutions were then adopted by a unanimous vote, and Gov­
ernor Seymour declared'the joint convention dissolved. 

Subsequent to these impressive ceremonies, during the year 1863, 
and in the early months of 1864, many flags were added to the collec­
tion in the Bureau of Military Statistics, and of these, fifty, that had 

1 The poem ill entitled. .. Our Uuiou." 
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been borne by regiments and batteries in the field, were preaented by 
the Governor to the Legislature convened for this pnrpose in the 
chamber of the Assembly, on the evening of April 20, 1864-

The Assembly met at the appointed hour, and, being called to order, 
committees were appointed to wait upon the Governor, Lieutenant­
Governor, Adjutant-General, and Senate, to"notify them they were in 
readinesa to receive them. The Senate, having arrived, were seated in 
front of the Speaker's chair, and, the Governor presiding, the ft.ags 
were brought in,-each being borne by a young gentleman volunteer, 
and arranged in a double line along the middle aisle of the Assembly. 
A large number of citizens and ladies were present, and a band of 
music was in attendance. After the convention had been called to 
order, Adjutant-General Sprague rose and addressed it iu an eloquent 
speech, in the course of which he said: "The shifting scenes of the 
drama have passed before us, and these banners have returned to 
narrate, with graphic power, tales of sorrow and trials, as well as of 
fidelity, patriotism, and renown." "This State has sent to the field 
two hundred and ninety-three thousand men. These banners come 
back to us without reproach. There are now in the field upwards 
of one hundred and thirty thousand men from this State. Should 
occasion require, more are ready to go. From the records which I 
shall read, there is enough to cause every citizen to be proud of his 
native State, and to cause a feeling of gratitude and pride that « Ez­
celsior' can be inscribed upon her ft.ags without reproach. As your 
representative, and in behalf of these brave men now in the field, and 
in the presence of both Houses of the Legislature, I deposit these 
colors in the statistical bureau of this State." The ft.ags were then 
brought forward by regiments in their numerical order, and the his­
tory of each was read by the Adjutant-General 

The color of the Tenth Regiment presented by the city of New 
York was the first American flag raised over the custom-house at 
Norfolk, Va., after its recovery by the Union troops. At Fredricks­
burg it was shot from the hands of its bearer, and several of the color 
guard were killed under it. The colors of the Fourteenth, soiled and 
tattered, evidence the proud boast, that the regiment never had its 
pickets driven in, and never turned its back on the enemy in battle. 
The ft.ags of the Sixteenth have been borne in eighteen battles. At 
Gaines Mill, the color-bearers were three times shot down, and every 
one of the color guard was either killed or wounded, except one. The 
staft' of the regimental flag was struck by B ball while in the hands of 
the color-bearer, and the fel'Ule so indented it could not be moved on 
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the staff. At Crampton Gap, Corporal Conant was killed by a Minie­
ball through the head while holding one of these fiags, and one of the 
color guard was shot through the leg. Under the folds of the flag of 
the Twenty-sixth, five good and true men have fallen, and it bears the 
marks of bullets and the blood of its defenders. The guidon of the 
Twenty~ighth has a remarkable history. At Chancellorsville, a soldier 
was shot dead, when John Otto Swan, a drummer acting as a marker, 
took the flag from its staff, put it in his pocket, adjusted upon him­
self the accoutrements of the dead soldier, and fought gallantly in the 
ranks, until, with sixty-five men aud three officers, he was taken 
prisoner. Concealing the flag under the lining of his coat, he kept it 
with him when taken to Richmond, and managed to bring it away un­
observed when exchanged and sent home. The flag was deposited by 
the boy's father, as an honorable memorial of the services of his SOD. 

The other flags of this regiment were lost in service. Thirty-three 
men are said to have been killed defending the colors of the Twenty­
ninth. The flag of the Thirty-seventh replaced one that was lost at 
Chancellorsville. The lost flag was removed from its staff by Lloyd. 
the bearer, and wrapped around his body, as it was liable to be tom 
in passing through the tangled brush through which he was obliged to 
creep. This brave and intelligent soldier was killed, and his body 
was buried without suspecting that the flag was wrapped around his 
person, under his coat. Repeated efforts have been made to find his 
grave, without success.1 At Antietam, seven of the eight color guard 
of the Thirty-eighth were either killed or wounded, and the remaining 
one received and brought off the colors of a Pennsylvania regiment. 
At Gettysburg, the color-bearer and two of the guard of the Sixty-first 
were severely wounded. The color-bearer of the Seventy-sixth was 
killed at South Mountain, and at Gettysburg the color-bearer was 
wounded. The flag of the Seventy-seventh was tom to pieces by a 
shell at Mayre's Heights, and one of the color guard killed. At Port 
Hudson, the national flag of the Ninety-first was tom in two; the 
portion presented was brought into the hospital by one of the color 
guard, who was wounded. The part that remained on the lance 

1 This WD8 repeating history. A French military author, who served and wrote in 
the time of Charles XIV., intending to expreas the importance of preserving the colors to 
the last, obeerved that, on a defeat taking place, the ftag should serve the ensign as a 
shroud; and instances have occurred of a standard·bearer, who, being mortally wounded, 
tore the Bag from ita staff', and died with it wrapped around his body. Such a circum­
stance is related of Don Seb8atian, king of Portugal, at the battle of Alcaza, and of a 
young officer DaDled Chate1ier, at the taking of Taillebourg, during the 11'l1.1'li of the 
Huguenots. 
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remained with the regiment. One of the bearers of the banner of the 
One Hundred and Fourth was severely wounded at South Mountain, 
another at Antietam, and at Gettysburg seven of the color guard were 
killed or wounded in sustaining it; and the corporal who took the 
national flag, being in danger of capture, tore the flag from the staff 
and stamped it into the ground, to conceal it from the enemy's notice. 
These are a part only of the deeds of valor done and blood sacrificed to 
preserve the colors; it is impossible to enumerate them all as narrated. 

After the presentation of the flags, the Speaker of the Assembly, 
Mr. Alvord, with a few fitting words, welcomed them home again, and 
with prophetic vision said: "Aye, and I tell you that, out of the 
remnants and battles here shown you, there will come up a brighter 
and nobler banner in the future. Our stars will be increased in mul­
titude, our stripes will float over a free and happy people from one 
end of the country to the other. Each and everyone of these 1Ia.,<78 is 
a page in the history of the State. I welcome them, because partisan 
feeling and party sink into insignificance before these banners. The 
blood of all, without distinction of party, has mingled around them, 
and I trust they will bind them in the silken chains of concord and 
unity, until the time shall come when the banner of our country, un­
dimmed of any stars and with no stripes removed from it, shall float 
far over the land, from Maine to the Gulf of Mexico, and from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific." 

He then introduced Governor Seymour, who said: "With a wise 
and patriotic liberality, this State has provided that the history of 
every regiment it has sent to the war shall be preserved, and that 
there shall be a place where shall be deposited the banners which 
they have borne in the contest. I am sure that the heart of every 
man within the sound of my voice has been moved this night, when 
he has seen these banners brought back again into our State,-so sad 
and yet so glorious. In their history you have an epitome of the 
whole war. The banners that have been presented to you this night 
have been fanned by the breezes of Carolina, have been dampened with 
the dews that have fallen in the swamps of Virginia, have drooped 
under the almost tropical sun of Louisiana, have floated high in the 
heavens in the battles above the clouds at Lookout Mountain, where 
under their folds we won all honors ble victory. It is well that our State 
on this occasion has shown its ancient fidelity to the flag of our coun­
try, to the union of these States, and to the Constitution of our land. 
It is fit and becoming that this great State, on whose soil this flag of 
ours was first given to the breezes of heaven, and which was first. 
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displayed in defence of the very spot on which we now stand, shall be 
foremost in its defence. The State of New York has now nearly one 
hundred and thirty thousand men in the field.1 During the whole con­
test it has furnished one-fifth of our armies. I believe I Dlay say her 
sons have been inferior to none in their bravery, their devotion, their 
courage, or their patriotism. I will not attempt to add to the emo­
tions you have felt upon the display of these flags. I have no elo­
quence which shall compare with these mute emblems, whose very 
rags and tatters are made glorious with the memories and history of 
martial achievements. I receive, in be11al£ of the great State whose 
chief magistrate I am, these emblems of the valor and patriotism of 
her sons. They will be set aside and preserved, monuments of the 
devotion of our people in the struggle for the success and glory of our 
common country." 

General Crooke then arose to explain why Long Island had no 
representative flag was, they felt so proud of their trophies they 
would not let them be taken from Brooklyn. 

The ceremonies were concluded by the reading of a poem by Alfred 
B. Streelll The Governor and Senate withdrew, and the Speaker de­
clared the House adjourned.8 

In 1867 there were deposited in the fire-proof flag-room of the New 
York Bureau of Xilitary Statistics no less than eight hundred and 
four battle-flags, the colors of New York regiments, and twenty-eight 
rebel ensigns. 

PENNSYLVANIA closed her military record in the Rebellion by re­
ceiving from the hands of her valiant sons the flags they had carried 
for thousands of miles, and which had always been borne by them 
side by side with the foremost in the strife of battle. 

The day set apart to receive these glorious memorials of her devo­
tion to the Union was the 4th of July, 1866. There was a great pro­
cession of the military and civic bodiE'.8 to Independence Hall, where 
the reception was to take place.- Addresses were delivered by Gov­
ernor Curtin, General Meade, General Russell, and others. The scene 
in Independence Square was one to be remembered. The old hall 
was festooned and adorned with the stars and stripes, and the amphi­
theatre in front of it was crowded with ladies, while officers of the 
army and navy, in gay and brilliant uniform, mingled with gentlemen 

1 April 20, 186'. t See p. 6". 
• Presentation of Regimental Colors to the Legislature, 1862, and Presentation of 

Trophy Flags to the J..egielature, 1864. Albany: Published by order or the Legislature. 
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in the more sober-colored garments of citizens.1 The remains of wer 
one hundred flag., with inscriptions telling of their battles and victo­
ries, were grouped together. In some instances nothing remained of 
the standard but its staff, and that was ornamented with streamers 
containing the names of the battles in which the regiments had par­
ticipated. The severity of the struggles through which these flags had 
passed is beat told in the simple announcement on one of them; viz., 
.. In forty-one battles and sixty-one skirmishes." Major-General Meade 
made the presentation, which was replied to by Governor Curtin. 

These flags, and others that have been gathered, to the number of 
three hundred and eighty-one, have been permanently deposited in 
a room in the capitol of the State at Harrisburg. 

The means adopted for grouping the flags is by a series of brackets 
strung along the blank wall, by enclosed shelves across each window­
frame, and two enormous pedestals erected in the centre of the room. 
The design of the pedestals and brackets is Gothic, carved and orna­
mented in fine style and exceeding good taste, and stained in imitation 
of walnut and oak. The flags, unfurled, are arranged in these brackets 
and pedestals in numerical order, all the colors of each regiment being 
grouped together, as it frequently happened that a regiment received 
as high as four flags, all of which are here presented, and some of 
which are sadly dilapidated specimens of shreds alld tatters. In sev­
eral instances only the flag-staff remains, with the slightest possible 
shreds attached; while in others a bundle of long stlips of silk, powder­
stained, soiled with blood, and bullet-riddled, remain to perpetuate the 
memory of the storms through which they were carried by the braves 
who are either sleeping their last sleep in Virginia or Tennessee, or 
have returned home, and are once more engaged in the operations of 
peace. 

The flags displayed number three hundred and eighty-one,· includ­
ing those presented by the State, by the United States, and by the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. A silver plate, engraved with the 
number of each regiment, is fastenM to the brackets and pedestals. 
A number of the original flags have been entirely destroyed, and, in 
order to indicate the battles in which they were carried, streamers are 
attached and inscribed with the names thereof. In every case where 
possible, each flag is inscribed with the names of the battles in which 
its regiment participated. 

1 See colored plate. 
S One hundred and niDety-clJ: State ftagI, ninety-two United States ftagI, thirty-eight 

'banners and markers, twenty. cavalry and artillery standardJ, twenty-two camp c:olon, 
lleven presentation ftap. 
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The State flags carried by the Pennsylvania regiments in the war 
aU bear the coat of anns of the State, set in a blue field and surrounded 
by stars. They are the same that were furnished the regiments by 
the Legislature upon the recommendation of Governor Curtin. Of the 
two hundred and seventeen State flags that were carried side by side 
with the stars and stripes by Pennsylvania soldiers, all but two, which 
were lost, have been in the capitol since the close of the war. Pierced 
by many a bullet, tattered by stonn, and faded and eaten by time, 
most of the ensigns are in 80 fragile a condition that it has been neces­
sary to roll them carefully around their staffs, and bind them up like 
the shattered leg of a soldier. As a collection, thus grouped with ex­
cellent taste, they present a spectacle full of grandeur and historic 
value. 

The flag of the Fifteenth Cavalry is interesting, having been iden­
tified with Jeff Davis's petticoat masquemde. Colonel William 
Palmer, of Philadelphia, commanded this regiment, which, in May, 
1865, conducted the pursuit after Davis, who was captured by a 
Michigan cavalry regiment.· 

The original flag of the Bucktail Regiment, commanded by Colonel 
Thomas L Kane, occupies one of the bmckets on the north side. 
This regiment, organized in the forests in the northern part of the 
State, was made up of men accustomed to the use of the rifle of long 
range as deer and squirrel hunters. It was the first and only rifle 
regiment organized by the State. The greater portion of the regiment 
was carried to the city on mfts, and, after completing their engagements 
in running lumber to market, the men went to Camp Curtin, where 
Colonel Kane awaited their arrival. Each man had a bucktail in his 
hat; and attached to the remnant of a flag which belonged to it is 
also a bucktail. On one occasion, while a bloody and uncertain con­
flict was being wBoaed, a flag borne by this regiment was buried to pre­
vent its falling into the hands of the enemy, and after the engagement 
it was impossible to find the burial spot. That flag still remains ill 
the soil of the South. 

The flags of the Fifty-first (General Hartmnft's regiment) occupy 
one of the bmckets on the north side of the room. On one the fol­
lowing record is inscribed: "Roanoke Island, Newbern, Camden, Sec­
ond Bull Run, South Mountain, Chantilly, Antietam, Fredericksburg, 
Vicksburg, Jackson, Wilderness, Siege of Knoxville, Campbell Station, 
Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, Weldon Railroad, Petersburg, Reams's 
Sbttion, Hatcher's Run, and Richmond." Both flags exhibit marks of 
the conflicts in which they were borne, one being greatly faded and 
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thoroughly riddled, while the other has its staft' splintered, and secured 
by a brass ring. 

The flag of the Seventy-third has the following history attached: 
"This flag came through Libby Prison, and was preserved by Captain 

. John Kennedy, Company H, by keeping it concealed about his person. 
It was tom from the flag-staff by Color-bearer Sergeant Charles Wens­
Ier, of Company G, at Missionary Ridge, Nov. 28, 1863, and handed 
to Captain Kennedy when about to be captured." 

The flag of the Ninetieth Regiment (Colonel Peter Lyle) was, no 
doubt, the object of a personal struggle, as its staft' is broken and se­
curely wrapped with the cord belonging to it, strengthened by being 
overlapped with the suspenders of the color-sergeant. The flag is 
little more than a collection of shreds, so stained and soiled as to be 
almost past recognition. 

One of the flags of the One Hundredth Regiment, consisting of 
three fl'8.octJDents of silk, soiled and stained by powder, bears the fol­
lowing inscription:-

" This relic was saved by Lieutenant R. P. Craven, Company K, during 
the battle of July 30, before Petersburg, and given to Captain McFeeters for 
safe-keeping not two minutes before a shell burst and killed the noble officer 
who saved it. The balance of the flag, which was torn by shot and shell 
into small pieces, was carried off by the men in the bosoms of their blouses. 
This relic was given by Captain McFeeters to. me, to be placed among the 
several sacred relics in the State capitol at Harrisburg • 

.. DANIEL LEASURE, 

"OoJontl One Hundredth P. Y.., RoundMadl.JJ 

The flag of the One Hundred and Forty-eighth has only a small 
portion of the staff remaining, while its colors are badly tom by shot 
and shell. Colonel Beaver lost a leg while leading his regiment be­
neath this flag. 

The flag of the One Hundred and Fiftieth Regiment has the follow­
ing letter attached to it :-

."WASHINOT.oN, D. c., oct. 25, 1869. 

" SIR, - I am directed by the President to send herewith the flag of the 
One Hundred and Fiftieth Regiment, P. V., said to have been captured at 
Gettysburg, and recaptured in the baggage of J eft'. Davis. 

"Very respectfully, 
"E. D. TOWNSBND, .4.djutaftt-Gmtral.· 

The display must be seen to be appreciated. Only by walking 
beneath the tattel'ed, torn, and blood-stained remnants of these flags, 
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studying their records and con~plating the spectacle they present, 
can the glory they combine be appreciated. 

The flag that President Lincoln carlied at the laying of the corner­
atone of the Gettysbutg monument is also preserved in this deposi­
tol'1.1 

MARYLAND. - The battle-fJags of the loyal Maryland regiments, 
tom with bullets, stained with the smoke of battle-fields, and discol­
ored with the rains of oumy a midnight march, were, after the retUrD 
of the regiments, hung up in the capitol. and graced one of the publio 
rooms of the State House at Annapolis. In 1872, they were taken 
down, and packed in an old lumber-room, used for storing old musketa 
and worn-out military material, according to the newspapel'S of t;hM 

State, "that their display may not keep in memory that fratricidal 
atrife which men of both parties are willing to cast a veil over." We 
can well imagine that the soldiel'S who fought and marched under the 
folds of these standaMa would feel the hot glow of indignation and 
shame mount to their cheeks when informed that they have thus beeu 
scomfully put aside to moulder and perish, as things no one cared for. 
The veterans of the Maryland Brigade should have something to say 
regarding this desecration and destruction of their colors. Every true 
man North and South will rejoice to see the wounds resulting from 
our civil strife healed, and the sooner the cure is effected the better for 
the nation and the world But is it well to tear out that leaf of his­
tory which tells of the heroism of our fathel'S and brothel'S who fough' 
for THB UNION? If the Southern people are not in any way to be re­
minded of the patriotism of the soldiel'S of the U mon armies, then leb 
us cease to decorate the graves of our fallen heroes, tear down fl'om 
their places the hallowed swords that hang upon the walls of many 
households, and raze to the dust the monuments which tell their story. 
It is well to be consistent; and if-the remains of our old war-flags are 
to be buried out of sight, let us destroy the pages that tell their story.' 

1 The following statement uhibits the purc~ issue, return, and short;ap of Stata 
IIagI, atandarda, and guidons, 'from Sept. 14, 1861, to July 20, 1868:-

Parebued and Returned. Lost or UDaCCOlJDted lor. I8ued. destroyed. 

I 
j i I I i 

I I J I 
j i J ~ ii j 

0 III 
r-- - - - - - - - - - - I--
m 35 112 194 23 ... 10 1 ... 25 11 112 

• ~ Globe, Oct. 3, 1872. 
87 
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DELAWARE. - On the 23d of April, 1873, the battl~ftags of the 
Second, Thil'd, Fourth, and Fifth Delaware Regiments, also the ftags 
of the Third Brigade, Second Division, Fifth Corps, and the First Divi­
sion of the Second Ambulance Corps, were presented by the members of 
the Grand Army posts, in whose custody they had been until then, to the 
Historical Society of the State. At a reunion of the First Delaware 
Regiment, it was decided its ftags should remain under the control of 
the regiment, to be enclosed in a glass case, with the names of the bat­
tles through which the ftags had passed painted upon them, and then 
deposited with the Historical Society at Wilmington, only to be re­
moved at the annual reunion of the regiment. The presentation cere­
monies took place on the spacious st40rre of the Grand Opera House 
which had been arranged to give effect to the occasion. At the rear, a 
lOW of white tents gleamed out from the foliage of the scenery, while 
numerous stacks of arms and the ftoating colors gave the audience the 
representation of an army camp. Flags were also arranged across 
the front of the stage. Major-General Hancock, U. S. A, presented 
the colors to the society, and was the orator of the occasion; and 
William C. Spruance, Esq., received the colors with a fitting speech. 
Other speeches were made. Bishop Lee offered the closing prayer, 
after which the band played the 'Battle Hymn of the Republic' 
as the audience vacated the hall; and as a conclusion to the cer­
emonies, one hundred and fifty gentlemen sat down to a banquet at 
the Clayton House, at which several toasts were given, but no liquor 
was drunk. 

General Bingham regretted the Department of State had not taken 
charge of the lIags, but felt assured the Historical Society would treas­
ure them as it did the progress and industry of the State. General 
Adam King said he was bom in Delaware, was now a citizen of Mary­
land; but better than that, was a citizen of the United States. In 
after years, aged fathers would take their little boys by the hand, and, 
leading them where these lIags were kept, would say, "That means, 
my son, a land saved, - and more, dedicated to liberty forever." The 
Southem soldiers, he said, had fought well, and he recognized them 
as bl'ethren.1 

ILLINOIS. - On the 23d of May, 1878, the lIags and trophies of the 
Illinois regiments, numbering one hundred and fifty-one national, and 
one hundred and thirty-one regimental colors, and fifty-eight guidons, 
in all three hundred and forty, were transferred, with appropriate ear-

l Wihnington Daily Gazette, IUId the Programme of the PreleDtation. 
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emonies, from the State arsenal to Memorial Hall in the new State 
Honse. The flags were delivered to the color-bearers or their repre­
sentatives, and were carried through the principal streets, under the 
military escort of a brigade, the battery firing a salute of thirty-eight 
guns, to the State House, where the flags were presented by the Adju­
tant-General and received by the Governor, after which addresses were 
made by distinguished persons present, and a poem delivered, followed 
by a camp-fire banquet, under the supervision of the ladies of Spring­
field and vicinity; the Governor and staff, with invited guests, hold­
ing a reception in the executive parlor at the State House, which was 
followed by a grand promenade in the corridor. Each ex-soldier was 
requested to register his name, company, and present residence in a 
book provided for the purpose, which is to be kept in the Adjutant­
General's office as a part of the record of the day's proceedings. 

One of these flags (the national flag of the Thirteenth) was trans­
mitted to the State, with a letter from Governor Andrew, of Massa­
chusetts, dated May 10,1865, that it was the first Union flag displayed 
in Richmond on the day of its capture. It was found in the office of 
Major Turner, the jailer of Libby Prison, by Private Locke, a Massa­
chusetts soldier, when the city was being evacuated by the rebels, and 
was raised by him be/flI'6 the Union troops had entered1 

lIICmGAN. - The Michigan regiments were early in the field, and 
in rapid succession flung their banners to the breeze, until forty-nine 
regiments, with several independent companies, had gone to the front 
to battle for the Union, and included, up to the close of the war, over 
ninety thousand men, fourteen thousand and over of whom are re­
corded as martyrs for their country on the parchment memorial now 
in the capitol of the State. 

When the war had ended, the regiments returning delivered to the 
State their colors, II not one dishonored, neither blot nor stain on their 
escutcheon, but all distinguished and glorious, bearing record of many 
battles." 

A general order (94) of the War Department, May 15, 1865, di­
rected that the volunteer regiments retul"Ding to their respective States 
for final discharge should deposit the regimental colors with the chief 
mustering officer, to be held subject to the order of the Adjutant-General 
of the anny; and on the 13th of June following, the War Depaltment 

1 Programme of the Proceedings of the 23d of May, 1878, it being the occasion of the 
transferring the flags and trophies of minois regiments from the State arsenal to Me­
morial Hall ill tho new State House. 
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authorized the mustering offieer to turn over to the Governor, at his re­
quest, all the regimental colors of the Michigan regiments then in his 
charge, or that might thereafter come into his possession. On the 
19th of June, the chief mustering officer delivered the flags to the 
Adjutant-General of the State, accompanied by a communication, in 
which he said: II In turning over these flags to you, I am sensibly 
reminded that they are the flags under which 80 many brave and suc­
cessful deeds have been performed, so many valuable lives given up in 
the cause of the Union and republican liberty, and such beneficial 
results obtained. • . . Permit me to congratulate, through you, the 
people of Michigan for the brilliant and conspicuous part performed 
by the Michigan regiments in the late war for the Union. I believe 
there is no blot upon their record. but all is bright, conspicuous, and 
glorious; whilst an extraordinary number of personal distinctions 
mine upon the pages. 

On the 4th of July, 1866, these colors were formally presented in 
Detroit, through the Governor, to the State, and were deposited in its 
archives, to be sacredly kept and carefully preserved. A cordial invi­
tation had been extended by the Governor to all who had served in 
the war to participate, and a procession was arranged and carried into 
effect. Major-General O. B. Wilcox, who was the first colonel who 
left the State for the field with a Michigan regiment, presented the 
colorS in behalf of the regiments. The divisions, composed by vet­
erans of the respective regiments, carrying their old colors, presented 
a fine spectacle; and it was remarked with what pride each color­
bearer held aloft the banner under which he had served, and with 
what elasticity of step and erect bearing the whole marched to the 
strains of the martial music to which they had been 80 long accus­
tomed. Governor Crapo, in receiving the flags, said: .. I receive, 
in behalf of the people of Michigan, these honorable memoriam of 
your valor and the nation's glory; and, on their part, I once more 
thank you for the noble services you have rendered in defending and 
preserving the life of the nation at the hazard of your own and at the 
sacrifice of so many of your comrades. • . . To you these flags repre­
sent a nationality which you have perilled your lives to maintain, 
and are emblematic of a liberty which your strong arms and stout 
hearts have helped to win. To us they are our fathers' flags: the en­
signs of the worthy dead, - your comrades. our relatives and friends, 
- who for their preservation have given their blood to enrich the 
battle-fields, and their agonies to hallow the prison-pens of a demoniac 
enemy. They are your flags and ours. How rich the treasure I 
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They will not be forgotten and their history left unwritten. Their 
stories will be as household words. They will ever typify the grand 
results accomplished by the loyal men of the nation in this great 
rebellion; and should the flame of patriotism ever wane upon our 
altar-stone, the halo from these mementos will kindle again the 
ancient fire that electrified the world. Let us then tenderly deposit 
them as sacred relics in the archives of our State, there to stand for­
ever, her proudest possession, - a revered incentive to liberty and 
patriotism, and a constant rebuke and terror to oppression and 
treason." . . . 

It is anticipated that these flags will be deposited in the new State 
capitol at Lansing, on its completion. Regimental flags were mostly 
presented by the people, - some with the State arms on one side, and 
other devices on the reverse, - and all had full stands of national 
colors given them by the government. Under the flag of the Third 
Regiment, infantry, ten color bearers and guards were killed while 
defending it. The flag of the Seventh Regiment, infantry, was saved 
from capture in the Wilderness by being taken from its staff and con.;. 
cealed by Colonel Lapoint under his clothing. Three color-bearers 
were killed defending the flag of the Twenty-second Regiment at 
Chickamauga, and several wounded. Four color-bearers were killed. 
and three wounded in upholding and saving the flag of the Twenty­
fourth Regiment. 

To bear these colors aloft was a signal for rebel bullets, often bring-. 
ing swift and certain death; but they never trailed in the dust, nor 
lacked a gallant bearer . 

., Tbeae banDera, solled with dust and amoke, 
And rent by Bhot and Bhell, 

That through the serried pbalalu: broke,­
What terrors could they tell ! 

What Wea of Budden pain and death 
In every caunon'B boom ! 

When fleD. the bravest held hiB breat.h, 
And waited (ur hit doom." I 

1 The Flaga of KiebigaD. CompUed by Jno. Robertlcm, AdJutant.General. IaaiDg, 
Kich. 1877. pp. 120. 8vo. 
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THE DISPOSmON OF THE TROPHY FLAGS OF THE WAR. 

The flag museum of the War Department occupies two small 
rooms on the first floor of a house on Seventeenth Street, Washington, 
opposite the department, and is open to all who may have curiosity 
to examine its relics. The front room is stored with the Union flags 
found in the rebel war department at Richmond after its surrender. 
They were then boxed up, and sent to Washington for preservation. 
There were histories attached to each flag j but when the boxes were 
opened, the flags were carelessly shaken out, and the histories which 
had been rolled up in them were so scattered about, that it was 
impossible to rearrange them correctly. These flags, according to the 
register, number two hundred and thirty-six. The windows and doors 
of this room are shaded by flags fastened at the top, and looped back 
at the sides, in the manner of window-curtains. The walls are cov­
ered with flags, and care and taste is displayed in their arrangement. 
The best flags are, of course, put forward, and some are remarkably 
well preserved. An almost new flag, belonging to the One Hundred 
and Twenty-sixth New York Volunteers, is the handsomest in the 
collection. There are three Ohio flags, composed of elegant blue silk, 
with the gorgeous eagle most elaborately wrought. It has been gen­
erally conceded that Ohio had the most beautiful flags in the service, 
and these do much towards making the room look gay and brilliant. 
Among other pennants in this room possessing a general interest I 
noticed specially General Sheridan's staff flag, and from its torn and 
shred condition the imagination can readily read its history. This 
flag was lost in the valley at a time when Sheridan was temporarily 
absent in Washington. On his return, he found his army had 
been routed and driven back from its advance position in a 
demoralized condition. Without stopping to consider a .. plan of 
campaign," he sprang into his saddle and made the ride now famous 
in "historic verse." He reached his army in time to infuse enthu­
siasm into his men, and the next day led them to the most brilliant 
victory of the war. Furled close to this ensign is an Ohio banner, 
the number of its regiment shot away, but its record of forty-five 
battles is one of which the State may be proud. If it could speak, 
what a story it would narrate of victory and defeat, glory and death, 
and all the horrors of those dreadful times. The flag of Berdan's 
sharpshooters has inscribed on the few folds left the fact that it was 
carried aloft in twenty-five en~trements, and they the most important 
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of the war. In front of the fireplace is a faded guidon, belonging to 
the gallant Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers, captured in the bloody 
field where they showed their faith by their works in the country's 
service. The guidon retains the inscription placed upon it by the 
rebels: II Captured at Fredericksburg, Va., from the Filst Irish Brigade 
of Yanks." 

No. 42 is a United States flag of the Seventeenth Regiment, Mich. 
igan Infantry, captured by the rebels, May 12, 1864, at Spottsylvania 
Court House, Va. Attached is a paper inscribed,-

.. The regiment fought splendidly and suffered dreadfully; they entered 
the field seven hundred and fifty strong, and that evening their command­
ing officer could only muster sixty men olthe entire battalion." 

"E. D. KENNEDY, b.&U Major." 

No. 231 is a United States flag, made by Mrs. Hetty McEwen, 
which floated from her house during the time the city of Nashville 
was in posses.'1ion of the rebels, and was found still floating there when 
General Buell's Union army occupied the city. 

I am informed from the War Department at Washington there is 
no record of any flags or flag having been captured by the rebels from 
the regiments of the regular army, and it is believed that none were 
captured by them.l 

It is noticeable in this collection that the silk flags ornamented 
with embroidery are in the best state of preservation. The silk flags 
with painted devices are already burnt through by the paint and 
oil, and dropping to pieces, and the woollen flags are moth-eaten. 

The rear room contains five hundred and forty-three rebel flags, 
most of which are rolled upon their staffs, or deposited in covered 
pigeon-holes, there not being space to display to view more than a 
tithe of the number. The whole collection is much moth-eaten, and 
bids fair to be soon destroyed, unless better means are taken for its 
pre.'1ervation. 

Of the five hundred and forty-three rebel flags here collected, six­
teen were captured from Alabama regiments, four from Arkansas 
regiments, six from Florida regiments, twenty-three from Georgia 
regiments, one from a Kentucky regiment, four from Louisiana regi­
ments, ten from Mississippi regiments, six from Missouri regiments, 
twenty-six from North Carolina regiments, seven from South Carolina 
regiments, seven from Tennessee regiments, four from Texas regi~ 

ments, and fifty from Virginia regiments. The history of the three 

1 Letter of C. D. BraDdt in cJwp of flag-room, dated July 2, 1872. 
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hundred and seventy-nine flags not enumerated above is unknown.' 
Most of them are decorated with legends and symbols. 

Some of the mottoes on these flags are CuriOIlS, viz. :-
1. "Citizen soldiers the best defenders of our homes." 
2. "We choose our own institutions, we collect our own revenues." 

This flag is the ordinary stars and bars; it is composed of coarse 
bunting, and its union contains thirteen stars. 

3. ".Dulce et decorum, est pro patria mon," and on the other aide, 
"A crown for the brave." 
. 4." Presented by the ladies of Bath, V 8., God protect the right.." 

5. "Our country and our rights." .. Our homes, our rights, we sub­
mit to your keeping, bran sons of Alabama." These mottoes are on a 
white silk flag, blazoned with the arms of the State of Alabama. 

6. A white silk banner, worn and mutilated, belonging to an A1a­
bama regiment, bears on its scarred face the declaration that .. We 
fight for our homes, our wives, and our children." An enthusiastic 
Alabamian has offered six hundred dollars for the worn silk. 

7. "Death or victory. Zachry Rangers;" on the other side, "Pre­
sented by the ladies of Henry." This flag is a stars and .bars, with 
the arms of Georgia in the centre of the union, surrounded by the stars 
in a circle. 

8. A Virginia State flag of blue silk, with a gold fringe, has on one 
side the State coat of arms, and beneath, the inscription in gilt letters, 
II Presented by the ladies of Norfolk to the N. L A. Blues, organized 
February 22d, 1830." On the reverse, a portrait of George Wash­
ington, with eleven stars in a semicircle above, and the inscription, 
IC Our cause it is just, our rights we'll maintain." 

A South Carolina State flag of white bunting has on it a represen­
tation of a palmetto-tree, with red stars, and a red half-moon. 

A flag captured from the Thirty-fifth North Carolina Volunteers, 
made of bunting, has a broad perpendicular bar of red next the staff, 
with two horizontal bars, blue and white, composing the fly. In the 
centre of the red bar is a large white star, and above the star in white 
letters the inscription, "May 20, 1775," beneath it, "May 20, 1861," 

The excitement in the North will be remembered when it was 
alleged that the rebels, on several occasions, had raised the black flag,-

1 A pamphlet catalogue of the rebel Bags captured by Union troops .inee April 19, 
1861, deposited in the ordnance museum, War Department (no date), probably the same 
.. the above, describes five hundred and forty flags. The last on the list is a rebel battle. 
lag, brought from Richmond by Muter Tad. Lincoln, captured near Petenburg, April 
20, 1865, the last capture of the war. 

S A black flag WI8 displayed over the depot of the Virginia and Tenne111e6 Raitro.d, 
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-an omen of dire consequences, inasmuch as the bearers show no 
quarter to the enemy. That celebrated flag is here, tacked to the waIl, 
in one comer of the room. It is made of black cambric muslin, and 
is about four feet long, by three feet wide. Shennan solved the 
mystery of this temble flag, which was nothing more nor less than 
a signal-flag. The white star against the black background made it 
very conspicuous and valuable to the signal corps, and for that -reason 
only was the black flag adopted. The star has the word. 'Winchester' 
painted on it, as a token of the services of the rebel signal corps at 
Winchester. This flag was captured within the rebel lines near South 
Mountain, Md., Aug. 1, 1864, by a detective. 

The Fort Fisher flag in the collection is nearly square. It is like 
the ordinary battle-flag, and is made of red bunting bound with white, 
with a blue cro88 reaching to the four comers. In the cross are the 
thirteen stars. 

In a conspicuous place in the room hangs a palmetto flag, which, 
it is said, was the first flag that waved over Charleston in 1861, and, 
in fact, the first secession flag raised in the confederacy. The material 
is a dull white bunting, with a very lame representation of a palmetto­
tree sewed in the centre of the flag. It has eight branches, but no 
leaves, and looks more like a huge spider than any thing under the 
IUn. It is surrounded by eleven red stars, and a red moon just rising. 
It was used at }'orts Sumter and Moultrie, and in the fortifications 
around Charleston at the beginning of the Rebellion . 

.A. Confederate battle-flag (No. 43) was captured at Sharpsburgh, by 
Private Isaac Thompson, Company C, Twentieth Regiment New York 
Volunteers, who shot the rebel color-bearer, and ran forward. and 
brought oft' the colors. 

Another Confederate battle-Bag (No. 72) was captured at New 
Market, Jan. 30, 1863, by Private William Gallagher, who killed the 
original color-bearer and took prisoner the second, who attempted to 
raise it. 

Still l\nother battle-flag (No. 14) was captured in a hand-to-hand 
fight in the trenches, by Sergeant Otis C. Roberts, of the Sixth Regi­
ment of Maine Volunteers, Nov. 7, 1863. It belonged to the Eigbth 
LOuisiana Regiment. This much we learn from the museum register. 

No attempt was made by the Navy Department to preserve or dis­
play the flags taken by our navy. Rear-Admiral Bailey, inquiring for 

and the editor of the' Lynchburg Republican' was for hoisting it throughout the South. 
He would ask DO quarter, he aaid, at the hand of vandal, Yankee invaders, and his motto 
would be entire oxtermlnation of thODl. Lot it tell or death to each and all. 
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a flag in which he was interested, was told by Assistant Secretary Fox 
that he might visit the attic of the department where they were 
stored and help himself, as there was no desire to preserve these 
emblems of the victories of our civil strife. 

In the gunnery-room of the United States Naval Academy, how­
ever, with the trophies of other wars, they have the flag of the rebel 
iron-clad. ram Atlanta, captured June 17, 1863, in Warsaw Sound, 
Georgia, by the monitor Weehawken, Captain John Rodgers. 

The • stars and bars ' flag hoisted over Camp Lovell, at the quarantine, 
below New Orleans, April 24, 1862, is now in the possession of the 
family of Rear-Admiral Theodorus Bailey. It was surrendered to him ; 
it is made of a very fine woollen material, and has eleven stars in the 
union, arranged in a circle; there is a hole through it, which was tom 
by an eleven-inch shot from the gun-boat Cayuga. Admiral Bailey 
had also the OOautifulsilk flag (stars and bars) which belonged to the 
Challamette regiment; this flag, wrapped in an old painted table-cover, 
was thrown into the swamp back of Camp Lovell by the rebels, where 
it was found by an engineer of the gun-boat Katahdin, who took it on 
board tllat vessel and presented it to me, and I in turn gave it to Cap­
tain Bailey, at his request. 

In 1869, Hon. G. V. Fox, who was Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
during the war, under Mr. Welles, presented to the Massachusetts His­
torical Society eight of the rebel flags which had been captured by our 
naval forces, and they are now in the archives of that society; viz.:-

1. The flag of Fort Walker, Hilton Head, Port Royal, S. C., cap­
tured by the naval forces under Rear-Admiral S. F. Dupont, Nov. 7, 
1861. 

2. A flag found amongst the abandoned property after the above 
action, supposed to be the State flag of South Carolina. 

3. The flag of Fort Henry, Tennessee River, captured by the naval 
forces under Rear-Admiral A. H. Foote, Feb. 6, 1862. 

4. The flag of Fort St. Philip, Mississippi River, captured after the 
forcing of the defences of New Orleans by the navy under Admiral 
D. G. Farragut, April 24, 1862. 

5. The new flag adopted by the rebels in 1863, captured by a naval 
force under Commodore John Rodgers, June 17, 1863. It was said 
this flag was hoisted in action on board the Atlanta in her conflict 
with the Weehawken, to whom it was surrendered. It was hauled 
down and replaced by a smaller one, which was a piece of the white 
field cut from this ensign. Commodore Rodgers says, "When first 
seen, this white symbol seen through the smoke looked blue, and its 
character being misuuderstood, two more guns were fired." 
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6. Flag of the iron-clad Tennessee, captured by a naval force under 
Admiral D. G. Farragut, on the day of his successful entrance into 
Mobile Bay, Aug. 5, 1864. 

7. The flag of Admiral Buchanan, who commanded the Tennessee 
on that occasion. 

8. The flag of Fort Caswell, left flying upon the tlag-staft' of that 
fort after its evacuation, consequent upon the capture of the defences 
of Cape Fear River by the United States forces under the command 
of Vice-Admiral D. D. Porter and Major-General A. H. Terry. 
There seems to be a mistake about this flag, as Mr. Eugene S. Martin, 
who was the ordnance officer and adjutant-general at Fort Caswell, 
informs me the flag was not left flying, as he personaUy lowered the 
tlag at sundown on the 16th of January, and that night, when the fort 
was evacuated, he carefully folded the flag and bore it oft' to Fort 
Anderson on the pommel of his saddle. 

The flag of the United States steam gun-boat Ottawa, which was 
hoisted over Fort Clinch, - the first United States fort retaken from 
the rebels, - was presented by Commander (now Rear-Admiral) T. H. 
Stevens, U. S. N., to the State of Connecticut, and is deposited in the 
rooms of tile Connecticut Historical Society at Hartford. 

The State flag of Louisiana, taken from the State House by the 
Thirty-first Massachusetts Regiment when it entered Baton Rouge in 
1862, is in the possession of the Berkshire Athenmum at Pit~field. 
It consists of a broad field of blue bunting, with a large white star in 
the centre, and a pelican feeding its young from its own breast painted 
upon it. This flag was sent by Captain William W. Rockwell, of the 
Thirty-first, who died in hospital at New Orleans, to Captain I. S. 
HeUer, of the Forty-ninth, who deposited it in the Athenmurn. 

Major William L Clayton, of Hampden, Maine, has the battle-flag 
which floated over the ramparts of Fort McAllister, made by the ladies 
of Savannah, and presented to the commander of the fort. I t is marked 
cr Emmett Rifles," in gilt letters, and bears the dates "Feb. I, 1863," 
and "March 3,1863,"-the dates when the Union forces were re­
pulsed in attacks upon the fort. The flag is four feet long and three 
,vide, and is trimmed with gold and white fringe. It has thirteen 
white stars, all trimmed with gold braid, in its blue diagonal cross. 
When the fort was stormed, Major Clayton was one of the first to 
mount the ramparts, and then tore down this flag and concealed it 
under his cloak 

In the basement of the Treasury building at Washington, among 
curtains, ropes, awnings, &c., are the two flags which festooned the 
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front of President Lincoln's box on the night of his assassination. The 
1lags belonged to the Treasury Guards, an association of clerks, 
and were presented to them by the lady employ" of the Treasury. 
They were loaned to the managers of the theatre to decorate the box 
on the Good Friday night when the President was to attend. The silk 
stripes and gold fringe are torn and gashed where the spur of Booth 
caught as he rushed from the box to the stage to shout "Sic tIefIlptll' 

tyrannis," and vanished from the scene. 
The Kansas Historical Society has the flag which was carried to 

that State by a company of South Carolinians in the tumultuoQS early 
days of its history, and figured conspicuously in Lawrence during the 
burning of the Free State Hotel, and the destruction of the press and 
types of the C Herald of Freedom.' May 21, 1865, it was captured by 
Captain James A. Harvey, of Chicago, who commanded the .. Free 
State boys," in an engagement near Oskaloosa on the 11th of Septem­
ber following. It is a crimson banner of cotton stuff, in size four by 
six feet, having in the centre and shown on both sides a large white 
star j and on one side the inscription, "South Carolina," and on the 
other side the words, c. Southem Rights." 

.All the regiments of the regular army had two flags, one national 
and one regimental, as prescribed by army regulations.. At the close 
of the war these regiments retained their flags. and they are kept at 
the different regimental head-quarters.1 

ANECDOTES AND INCIDIDi·TB. 

One llaOD the I"Qhric of coDilict bas taught her,­
Though parted awhile by war's earth-rendiug &hock, 

The linea that divide us are written in water, 
The love that unites us is cnt deep as the rock. 

O. W.Hol_. 

The story of our flag since the war is soon told. 
Soon alter the close of the war, doubtless inspired by its result, 

Jacob F088, a citizen of Charlestown, Mass., bequeathed to that city 
several thousand dollars, the interest to be expended in United States 
flags, in the celebration of the 4th of July, and in perpetuating the 
name of Andrew Jackson. He also gave to the town of Cornish, N. H., 
his native place, the sl1m of one thousand dollars, to be kept· at in­
terest, the 8.IUlual increase thereby to be expended in the purchase and 

1 Letter, C. D. Brandt, July 27, 187i. 
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erection of ftags. No mottoes are to be emblazoned 'on these ftags, nor 
are they to be used for party purposes; but on all important occasi0D8 
of a national character they are to be hoisted to the breeze and kept 
fIying.l 

One of the flags in the White House has a history with which few 
al8 familiar. It hangs over the centre of the largest window of the 
East Room, where it can be seen to the best advantage. It is woven 
of silk, in one heavy piece. There is no seam in it. Amid the gold 
stars appears on the field, in French, .. Popular SUbscription to the 
Republic of the United States, offered in memory of Abraham Lincoln. 
Lyons, 1865." I 

The :Bacific mail steamship Colorado, the first of that line to 
China, arrived January, 1867, at Hong Kong, tJia Yokohama, twenty­
nine days and a half from San Francisco. This event was of intense 
interest to our countrymen, and her anival was greeted by our naval 
vessels with a salute of twenty-one guns, and their mastheads were . 
dressed with the American ensign. 8 

July 4, 1867, at Geneva, Switzerland, says a correspondent, .. it was 
pleasant to American eyes, sailing across Lake Leman, on the 4th of 
July, to see 'Old Glory' floating merrily out. Not one solitary flag, 
but the buildings far and near flaunted the stars and stripe& One 
hotel was fairly draped with our banner. 'We will follow the flag,' 
said one of our party; and to the Grand Hotel de la Paix we went, 
and quite a bit of a 4th of July we have had here among the Alps. 

U The landlord surprised us, on going down to dinner, with a 'mag­
nificent bouquet. Waiters, decorated with a rosette of red, white, and 
blue, ushered us into the hall; bouquets and silk American flags, with 
every star in its place, enlivened the table; and no sooner were we 
seated than a concealed band of music struck up our national airs. 
In the evening one would really have thought himself in America. 
Our hotel and many other buildings were brilliantly illuminated. A 
Swiss steamer fired national salutes along the quay. The waiters sent 
up rockets and the boarders fired crackers, to the infinite delight of a 
legion of youngsters. The streets were alive with everybody Geneva 
could turn out, and over all the strains of martial music came 'sweetly 
stealing.' In the evening, all our countrymen met in the reading-room 
or the hotel, and passed resolutions expressive of the gratification of 
the Americans, casually assembled at the hot.el, at their elegant enter­
tainment, and the manner in which the day had been remembered by 
Mons. Kohter, the landlord." 

J Boston Herald, 1869. • 'WlIIhington correspondent of 'The Bolli'.' 
• Beport or the Secretarr or the Navr. 
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In 1872, the day was again appropriately remembered at Geneva 
by the American residents, and our flag was flying as freely there as 
in the United States. In answer to the toast, "the day we celebrate," 
Charles Francis Adams, United States commissioner for the arbitra­
tion of the claims between the United States and Great Britain, made 
an appropriate speech, while his son of the same name was delivering 
an oration before the City Fathers in Faneuil Hall, Boston, Mass. 

Again, in 1878, the Americans in Geneva had a dinner and ball at 
the Hotel de la Paix on the 4th of July, and a party from Chamouni 
hoisted the American flag on the summit of Mont Blanc. 

The 4th of July, 1872, was celebrated at Monroe, Mich., by gray­
haired veterans, whose ages ranged from seventy-two to one bundred 
and one and a half years. At roll-call one hundred rose to their feet 
and answered to their names with great animation. General Leslie 
Coombs headed the list. The veterans had with them the flag they 

carried at Fort Meigs in 1812, and an iron cannon that was captured 
from the enemy in 1813. A grand banquet and toasts and speecbes 
followed, and letters were read from soldiers of 1812 and others who 
were invited but could not attend. There were twenty thousand 
people in attendance on the celebration. The old men were in fine 
spirits, and promised to return in four years, to the dedication of a 
suitable monument, which it was proposed to erect. 

At the annual parade of the Charleston, S. C., fire department, 
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April 27, 1867, notwithstanding the presence of a great many banners, 
there was not a United States flag displayed. The chief of the fire 
departme~t, on being informed of the fact, said it had never been the 
custom to carry the national colors, but simply the company banners, 
at such parades, and was an inadvertence. Halting the procession 
in the street, he procured a United States flag, and placed it opposite 
the reviewing officers, and every person in the column readily and 
cheerfully saluted it by lifting his hat or cap in passing. 

The formal transfer of Russian America to the United States gov­
ernment took place on the 8th of November, 1867, Captain Festrohoft' 
acting on behalf of the Russian government, and Major-General Rous­
seau on behalf of the U uited States. 

At three o'clock P.M., a battalion of United States troops, under 
command of Major Charles O. Wood, of the Ninth Infantry, was drawn 
up in line in front of the Governor's residence, where the transfer took 
place. By half-past three a concourse of people had assembled, com­
prising Americans, Russians, Creoles, and Indians, eager to witness 
the ceremonies. 

Precisely at the last-named hour, the Russian forts and fleet fired 
salutes in honor of the lowering of the Russian flag; but the flag 
would not come down. In lowering, it tore its entire width close by 
the halyards, and floated from the cross-trees, forty feet from the 
ground. Three Russian sailors then attempted to ascend the guy 
ropes supporting the flag-staff, but each failed to reach his national 
emblem. A fourth ascended in a boatswaiu's chair, seized the flag 
and threw it in a direction directly beneath him; but the motion of 
the wind carried it off, and caused sensation in every heart. Five 
minutes after the lowering of the Russian flag, the stars and stripes 
went gracefully up, floating handsomely and free, Mr. George Lovell 
Rousseau having the honor of flinging the flag to the breeze, and the 
United States steamers Ossipee and Resaca simultaneously honoring 
the event with a national salute. 

As the Russian flag was lowered, Captain Festrohoff stepped for­
ward and addressed General Rousseau as follows: -

II Gt'MTal: As commissioner of his Imperial Majesty, the Emperor 
of Russia, I transfer and deliver the territory of Russian America, 
ceded by his Majesty to the United States." 

General Rousseau, in response, as the American flag ascended, 
said:-

II (Japtai",,: .As commissioner on behalf of the United States gov­
ernment, I receive and accept the same accordingly." 
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The commissioners spoke in a tone of common conversation, and 
were only heard by Governor Makesatoff, General J eft: C. Davis, 
Captain Kuskol, and a few who formed the troupe. Several ladies 
witnessed the ceremonies, among them Princeee Makeeatoff, Mrs. 
General Davis, and Mrs. Major Wood. The Princess wept audibly as 
the Rueeian flag went down. The transfer was conducted in a purely 
diplomatic and business-like manner, neither banquete nor speech­
making following. The entire transaction was concluded in a few 
hours. the Oeeipee, with the commieeioners on board, steamed into 
the harbor at eleven o'clock A.K.,and at four o'clock in the afternoon a 
dozen American flags floated over the newly born American city of 
Sitka.1 

AIcent oj MO'Ulnt JJaker. - In 1868, Mr. Edmund T. Coleman. with 
Mr. Thomas Stratton, inspector of customs at Port Townsend, W. T., 
and Messrs. Oglivy and Tennant, of Victoria, and four trusty Indians, 
started from Victoria, Vancouver's leland, on the 4th of August, for 
the purpose of ascending Mount Baker, fourteen miles south of the 
great boundary line (cut through the forests) which divides the 
English and American poeeeeeione. 

On the 16th of August, after incredible difficulties, the party suc­
ceeded in reaching its highest summit. never before trod by the foot 
of man, ten thousand six hundred and thirteen feet above the sea 
level, and there planted the stars and stripes, which had been pre­
pared for the express purpose by Mrs. Frontin. It was about four 
o'clock. The plateau on which they stood, says the narrator, • was 
about a quarter of a mile in diameter, and embraced an extent of 
about eighty acree. The scene was grand in the nakedneee of its 
desolation. The white surface of the snow was unrelieved by a 
single rook. The forests had been on fire for weeks, and a dense pall 
of smoke veiled the surrounding scenery from our view. It lay like 
a reddish cloud beneath us. We felt cut off from the world we bad 
left. Overhead the sun poured down his bright beams from a sky 
which formed a dome of purplish blue, unsullied by a cloud. We felt 
at heaven's gate, and in the immediate presence of the Almighty. 
My companions, to whom for the first time this wonderful scenery 
was unfolded, were" deeply impressed. The remembrance of the 
dangers they had escaped, the spectacle of the overwhelming deaoIa. 
tion &.round, effects of the terrible forces of nature which had been 
at work, - these combined evidences of Almighty power filled their 
hearts with deep emotion and awe. The spirit of the Gloria iA 

I Teltlll'phic despatch to the newapapera, NOT. 10. 1881. 
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Eu.elsia burned within us. With one accord we sang the familiar 
doxology,-

, Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,' &c. 

No profane thought could be cherished, no idle jest could be uttered 
on this, one of the high altars of the earth. We felt we were WOr­

shipping in a vast temple not made with hands, that our feet were 
standing on hallowed ground. The thought added solemnity to our 
feelings as we reflected that-

, We were the tim that ever bum 
Into tWa silent sea.' 

" We now advanced to the centre of the plateau, and, laying hold of 
the flag-staff bearing the stars and stripes, we planted it firmly in the 
snow, and named the peak after General Grant. Immediately after, 
we sang an appropriate patriotic song. We then shook hands." 

There was a peculiarity in the snow which covered this plateau, 
which in form resembled small tongues of flame, all leaning in the 
same direction, evidently the effect of the violent eddies of wind. 
II It seemed as if there was some mysterious sympathy between the 
volcanic fires within and the snowy surface without. The only object 
that broke the monotony of the scene was a smaller peak at the dis­
tance of about five hundred yards. As it was possible that it might 
be a fe\v feet higher, the party marched up to and placed a flag upon 
it, and named it after General Sherman. It was found, however, by 
the aneroid to be the same height, thus agreeing substantially with 
the trigonometrical measuremeuts of the United States Coast Survey 
(ten thousand eight hundred and fourteen feet) and the height set 
down on English maps (ten thousand six hundred and ninety-four 
feet.) The thermometer stood at forty degrees Fahrenheit. 

From the southern side of Sherman Peak they caught a glimpse 
of the crater, which appeared to extend under the north-eastem side of 
Grant's Peak. It is, therefore, not impossible that the greater part 
of that peak may disappear in the next eruption. No traces of fire 
were visible by daylight, but smoke was plainly observed. Before 
leaving, Stratton deposited a piece of copper, with the names of the 
party, at the flag on Grant's Peak, and one true knight left there the 
photograph of a lady who had been greatly interested in the expedition.! 

1 It is not within the aeope or this work to relate the difBcultiee and dangen or the 
ucent to and dcacent rrom the summit oUhis mountain. We leave our flag flying there, 
and ror rurther particulara refer our readers to • Harper" Magazine,' in which they are 
all detailed. 

88 
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In 1868, the United States took possession of two small uninhab­
ited islands in the Pacific Ocean, about half-way between the Sand­
wich Islands and Japan. This was the first acquisition ever made by 
our government in this manner. The islands are near each other. and 
about a mile and a half long, by three quarters of a mile wide. They 
were occupied by Captain William Reynolds,l commanding the United 
States steamer Lackawanna, in obedience to orders from the Navy 
Department. He went on shore with six boat-loads of men aM sev­
emI officers, and raised the stars and stripes on the highest point of 
land, under a national saIute from the Lackawanna; after which'the 
seine was hauled, a large number of fish caught, and the day spent ib. 
picnicking. 

Captain Reynolds named our new possession the' Midway Islands,' 
and called the harbor, which he reported an excellent one for vessels 
drawing less than eighteen feet, 'Welles Harbor.' The islands are 
formed of coml reefs, are over fifty feet in elevation at the lowest 
point, and give good shelter. They are covered with shrubs and 
coarse grass, and afford an abundant supply of pure fresh water. It 
was thought the bar at the entrance of Welle.'J harbor might be deep­
ened at a small expense, and a port superior to Honolulu established 
for the supply of provisions, water, and fuel to ocean steanlSbips on 
their route between San Francisco and Japan, and afford a refuge to 
merchant ships navigating the Northern Pacific Ocean. 

These anticipations have not been realized. An appropriation of 
150,000 was granted by Congress in 1869 for deepening the entrance 
to Welles harbor. The money was economically and judiciously 
expended, under the direction of Lieut.-Commander Sicard, com­
manding the United States steamer Saginaw. More difficulties and 
greater obstacles were encountered than anticipated; and when the 
appropriation was exhausted, and, in consequence, the work discon­
tinued on the 21st of October, 1869, Lieut.-Commander Sicard es­
timated that to complete the cut to the width of one hundred 
and seventy-five feet would require forty-six months' work, and cost 
1187,000, exclusive of the expense of removing the debris. He also 
reported the harbor a poor one for a large ship, as springs would be 
necessary to cant the vessel's head right for going out or to tum her 
around. 

On the 28th of October, Lieut.-Commander Sicard took on board 
the Saginaw the contractor's party, and such machinery, &c., as he 
wished to carry away, and left Welles harbor. About three o'clock 

1 Captain Reynolds died at Washingtou, D. C., a rear·admiral, No". 5, 187t. 
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the next morning his vessel ran upon Ocean Island reef, and 
was lost. Since then no attempt has been made to improve Welles 
harbor.l 

The bill for the Union Pacific Railroad was signed by President 
Lincoln, July 1, 1862, simultaneous with his call for three hundred 
thousand men to put down the Rebelliou, and the last tie connecting 
it with the Central Pacific Railroad was laid on Friday, Aug. 7, 1868. 
The tie was of polished laurel wood, bound with silver bands, and fas­
tened with a golden spike furnished by California, a silver one fur­
nished by Nevada, and a mixture of gold and silver furnished by 
Arizona. The wires of the telegraph had been connected with the 
sledge used to drive the last spike, and the intelligence that the conti­
nent had been spanned by the railroad was known at the instant in 
San Francisco and in New York 

Captain Clayton, who had superintended the laying of the track from 
the commencement, suggested to the employes and a party of excur­
sionists the idea of erecting a monument commemorative of the event, 
and planting the national flag on the continental divide. All parties 
concurring, preparations were made for the ceremony; and on Sunday 
afternoon, August 9, a company assembled at a point about seven 
hundred and twenty-five miles from Omaha. 

The Rev. Mr. Gierlow officiated as master of ceremonies. A hole 
was dug for the staff by Captain Clayton, and our national banner was 
planted by the fair hands of his wife; and Mrs. Clayton holding the 
flag, Mr. Gierlow pronounced the following consecration service: -

"In the name of Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, in the name of 
Faith, Hope, and Charity, in the name of the Holy Trinity, we conse­
crate this flag to the glory of God, the benefit of civilization, and the 
happiness of mankind. And when this lone star shall have been sur­
rounded by the sister constellations, may its ample folds protect us in 
the path of virtue, 80 that we may become worthy citizens of the land 
of the beautiful, the land of the free." 

The reverend gentleman then called upon General Estabrook, of 
Omaha, Judge Wright, E. S. Bailey, W. A. Cotton, and M. E. Ward, in 
succession, who made appropriate speeches j after which, Mr. Gierlow 
pronounced this closing benediction:-

" May the blessing of God rest upon us and our families j may 
brotherly love cement us, and every moral and social virtue adorn our 
lives now and forever." 

The spot where this flag was planted is the true continental summit. 

1 lleporta oUh. Secmar7 of the Ii • ."., 1869, 1870, 18n. 
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A point higher above the sea-level was reached in the Black Hills; but 
there the waters, though running both ways, afterwards meet in the 
Platte, and go commingled to the Atlantic. On this continental divide, 
a drop of rain falling, and 7&Ot carried back to its native clozul by u:ha­
lation, tOOldd one-half of it go to tM Atlantic, tM other to tM Pacifo~ 

A pleasant anecdote of the Crown Prince of Germany is told by 
Mr. Hooper. At the beginning of the Franco-Prussian war, the king 
and prince passed through Hamburg on their way to the field. A 
young American girl. stopping with her parents at one of the hotels, 
hung a large American flag from her balcony, and, as the royal couple 
passed, waved her handkerchief. The king and his son looked up and 
bowed, and, like a courteous gentleman, the prince ordered each regi­
ment as it went by to salute the stars aud stripes. 

In 1865, Congress authorized the purchase of American bunting for 
the navy in place of English. The encouragement afforded has per­
manently established its manufacture, and now the American article 
will compare favorably with the best English fabrics. The reproach 
that we must go abroad for the material of which the national ensign 
is made no longer exists.! 

In 1869, a useful improvement was effected in the making of boat­
flags and small ensigns. Instead of being sewed in parts of each color 
as formerly, requiring considerable labor, and resulting in a more or 
less clumsy flag, they are now furnished to the navy d!led in pattern&, 
80 as to require but three pieces in making up. They are thus less costly, 
neater in appearance, and more durable in fabric and color, while fly­
ing more easily in a light breeze.' 

NO'tJe11lber, 1871. Our flag was advanced into the interior of Africa 
at the head of the caravan of Mr. Stanley, when he communicated with 
the great African explorer, Dr. David Livingstone, at Ujiji 

Late in 1869, James Gordon Bennett, of the' New York Herald,' 
gave Stanley a roving commission to penetrate into the interior of 
Africa, and find Dr. Livingstone, no matter what the pecuniary cost 
might be. Letters from him, written in March of that year, gave 
assurance he was still aliv~. In January, 1871, Stanley reached Zan­
zibar, and soon after left for t.he interior, and, after repeated prostra­
tions by fever, reached his goal on the 10th of November, 1871. 

On the 1st of November he arrived at the Mal&onari, a large river 
flowing from the east into the Zanzibar, and about ten A.M. a caravan 
appeared coming from the interior, and was asked the news. The re­
ply was, " A white man had just arrived at Ujiji" -" A white man!" 

1 See page 848, /Inti. I Report or Bureau or NaviptioDo Oct. 20, 1861. 
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cried Stanley. " Yes; an old man, with white hair on his face, and 
he was sick." -" Where does he come from 7" "From a very far coun­
try, indeed."-" Where is he stopping? at Ujiji?" "Yes."-ClAnd 
was he ever at Ujiji before 1" .. Yes; he went away a long time be­
fore." -" Hurrah!" cried Stanley, "this must be Livingstone!" This 
was encouraging. Livingstone was not only alive, but near. On the 
10th of November, 1871, Lake Tanganyika was reached, the two hun­
dred and thirty-sixth day after Stauley had left Bagamoyo, twenty­
five miles from Zanzibar. Surrounded by the blue-black mountains 
of Ugoma and Ukeramoo., the lake spread out an immense broad 
sheet, a burnished bed of silver, a lucid canopy of blue above, lofty 
mountains for its balances, and palm forests for its fringes. 

Descending the western slope of the mountains, the post of Ujiji 

Stanley meeUDI LIYlDPtooe. 

lay below, embowered in palms. "Unfurl your flags and load your 
guns," said Stanley. "Ay wallah, ay wallah bana!" eagerly re­
sponded the men. One, two, three! and a volley from fifty muskets 
woke up the peaceful village below. The Kiramgori raised the 
American flag aloft; and the men stepped out bravely as the crowds 
of villagers came flocking around them shouting, "Bindera Men­
kani !" - an American flag. 

Suddenly Stanley heard a voice on his right say, in good English, 
U Good morning, sir!" and a black man announced himself as Susi, 
the servant of Dr. Livingstone. " What! is Dr. Livingstone here 1" 
" Yes, sir." -" In this village 1" " Yes, Bir. It -" Are you sure 1" .. Sure, 
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sure, sir; why, I leave him just now I" Another servant introduced 
himself, the crowd flocked around anew, and he arrived before the 
veranda of a house where stood Dr. Livingstone. 

Mr. Stanley says: "I pushed back the crowds and passed down a 
living avenue of people, until I came in front of the semicircle of 
Arabs, in the front of which stood the white man with the gray 
beard. As I advanced slowly towards him I noticed he was pale, had 
a gray beard, wore a bluish cap with a faded gold band round it, 
had on a red-sleeved waistcoat and a pair of gray tweed trousers. I 
would have run to him, only I was a coward in the presence of such 
a mob, - would have embraced him, only he, being an Englishman, I 
did not know how he would receive me; so I did what cowardice and 
false pride suggested was the best thing, - walked deliberately to 
him, took off my hat, and said, 'Dr. Livingstone, I presume l' -
, Yes,' said he, with a kind smile, lifting his cap slightly. I re­
placed my hat on my head, and he put on his cap, and we grasped 
hands, and I then said aloud, • I thank God, Doctor, I have been per­
mitted to see you.' He answered, • I feel thankful that I am here to 
welcome you.' " 

Stanley then explained his mission. It was a great day for the old 
explorer. There were letters from his children. .. Ah," he said, 
patiently, .. I have waited years for the letters." There was a whole 
epic of pathos in his voice. Stanley amply relieved livingstone's 
wants, and infused new vigor of mind and body into the long-lost 
explorer. They remained together four months. Livingstone refused 
to return home until his work soIving the mystery of the Nile had 
been done; and Stanley, taking his letters for friends in England, 
left him at Unyanyenbe on the 14th of March, 1872, and returned, 
bringing also a sealed package containing his Journal, addressed to 
his daughter Agnes, to be opened and published for the benefit of his 
family in the event of his never returning to Europe.1 

Livingstone died without ever returning to his native land, and 
Stanley has since penetrated the mysteries of Africa, and carried the 
English and American flags side by side across" the dark continent." 

On the 4th of July, 1873, a party of American engineers, in pio­
neering the Oroya Railroad from Lima across the Andes, raised .. our 
flag" on a summit of the Andes 17,574 feet above the sea level, in 
snow knee-deep. Among the Americans present were Dr. E. L Bis­
sell, of Connecticut, A. F. Goldsmith, of New Hampshire, and H.11 
Smith, of Springfield, Mass. The mountain was christened" Mount 

1 Scribner's Hagazine, January, 1878 j Stanley's Journal, Philadelphia Press. 
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Meigs," in honor of Henry Meigs, Esq., an American, and the con­
tractor with the Peruvian government to build the road.1 

At the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia, in 1876, a reproduc­
tion of the Union flag raised at Cambridge in 1776 was hoisted over 
the Old State House, Jan. 1, 1876. It was no inconsiderable job to 
adapt and arrange the hundreds of flags on all the flag-staffs on the Ex­
hibition buildings, which the Chief of the Bureau of Installation had 
in charge. Over the main entrance of the main building were four 
national ensigns of the United States, each U by 18 feet; four national 
pennants 25 feet long; and four exhibition flags, 11 by 18 feet, white 
with a blue bend, on which were the words, C Main Building,' the 
comers being filled with wreaths and laurel branches in gold~n yellow. 
On the comer turrets of the central towers forty standards of foreign 
nations were shown, each 7 by 11 feet. On the central towers, be­
tween the turrets, were thirty-two oriflammes, 4 by 12 feet, of varied 
combinations of the United States and other national flags. On the 
turrets over the comer towers there were forty national ensigns, 
standards, or flags, each 5 by 9 feet, and a set of flags displaying the 
arms of all the States of the Union. Thus on the main building 
alone there were four ensigns and four pennants of the United States, 
four exhibition flags, thirty-eight State regimental colors, eighty 
standards of other nations, three hundred and sixty-six oriflammes or 
burgees, and, with yacht signals, in all five hundred. 

On Machinery Hall there were forty-five standards, 6 by 10 feet, 
five exhibition flags, twenty-six oriflammes, and twenty-four burgees. 

On the Lansdowne Valley bridge there were thirty-eight flags, 5 by 
9 feet. 

Horticultural Hall also exhibited a goodly show of bunting. 
In 1876, there was a centennial celebration of the 4th of July at 

Canton, China, Gideon Nye, Esq., delivering the oration before his 
fellow-countrymen and the foreign residents who were invited. 

In 1877, our flag was unfurled for the first time, one thousand miles 
in the interior of China. 

On the 15th of March, the United States steamer Monocacy 
steamed from Hankow, bound up the Yangtse-kiang (river) to Ichang. 
Since 1861, when the port was opened to foreign commerce, Hankow, 
six hundred miles from Shanghai, had been the limit of navigation 
for merchant vessels on the great water-way of China. Ichang is an 
important city in the province of Hupeh, three hundred and fifliy-five 
miles above Hankow, and one thousand miles from the sea. The 

J Boston Journal, Aug. 19, 1873. 
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port was opened to commerce by the recent treaty of Chefoo. The 
following are extracts from a diary kept on board the Monocacy:­

"March 19, 1877. Reached Sunday Island, two hundred and finy 
miles above Hankow ..•. The English gunboat was at anchor here, 
bound down river, having failed to reach Ichang. 

"April 1. Anchored off Ichang ...• 
" April 5. The formal opening of Ichang took place. Commander 

Jo. Fyffe, U. S. N., General Sheppard, United States consul at 
Hankow, and a party of officers from the Monocacy went on shore, 
and were met by the Taotai of Ichang, and other Chinese officials. 
At 11.45 A.M., the American flag was hoisted over the newlyestab­
lished consulate, being the first foreign ensign raised thus far in the 
interior of China. As the flag touched the head of the staff, the Mon­
ocacy saluted the flag, while the band 011 shore hailed the stars and 
stripes with the air of the national song." 

The centennial anniversary of the adoption of the star-spangled 
banner, June 17, 1877, was appropriately remembered in various parts 
of the United States. At Boston the flag was displayed from all the 
public buildings, from the shipping in the harbor, and numerous pri­
vate buildings were ornamented with bunting and miniature fI~"S. 

At noonday a salute was fired on the Common, by order of the State's 
Executive, and in the evening there was a patriotic demonstration in 
the Old South Meeting-hollse, on the corner of Milk and Washington 
Streets, which was filled to its utmost capacity by a most distinguished 
audience. Mayor Plince presided over the exercises, and called the 
assembly to order. The veritable flag of Fort McHenry, tbe original 
of Francis Scott Key's" Star-Spangled Banner," was displayed, and the 
song was sung by Mrs. Julia HOllston West, the audience joining in 
the chonls. An oration, suited to the occasion, at once eloquent and 
entertaining, was delivered by Mr. Nathan Appleton. 

At the sixth annual meeting of the National Association of Veter­
ans of the Mexican War, at Baltimore, Feb. 22, 1879, Colonel Edward 
Cantwell, of North Carolina, came forward, bearing an old battle-flag 
of the Twelfth U. S. Infantry, and related tbe history of the relic with 
enthusiastic eloquence. It was originally presented to a company of 
that regiment by the ladies of Fayette, N. C., and was borne through 
the series of fights which occurred during the notable march of Major 
F. T. Lally, and nnder General Joseph Lane. After the close of the 
war it came into the possession of General Charles R Jones, Twelfth 
Infantry, who, before his death, presented it to the Wilmington Light 
Infantry. At the beginning of the civil war it was given to Colonel 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 601 

Cantwell, who buried it for preservation upon an island in Cape Fear 
River. In presenting it to the association, he expressed the hope that 
the American flag would never again have to be buried in this land of 
freedom. In February, 1863, when Wilmington was reoccupied by the 
Union forces, a party of soldiers, searching for hidden treasnres, dis­
covered the flag, and presented it to a fire company, and it llo00ain came 
into the possession of Colonel Cantwell, who desired that it should 
be consigned to the War Department for preservation. 

It was accordingly resolved unanimously that the president of 
the National Association should tender the flag to the War Depart­
ment, in the name and on behalf of the survivors of the Mexican war. 

The Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic held in Al­
bany, N. Y., commencing June 17, 1879, was the largest ever held 
since its organization. A noticeable feature of the parade was the 

enthusiasm which greeted the sight of the tattered battle-flags of the 
1st Pennsylvania Cavalry, 23d, 26th, 29th, 6lst, 69th, 72d, 82d, 99th, 
l09th, 118th, and 119th Pennsylvania Volunteers, borne in the line 
by the Pennsylvania veterans, each borne by a member of the regi­
ment to which the corps belonged. These were hailed with cheer 
upon cheer by the men, while bouquets were thrown by the ladies.1 

1 The illustration is Crom a clrnwing by C. L Tiffany, publiahed in • Harper's Weekly.' 
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Feb. 22, 1880. The celebmtion of Washington's birthday at Kings 
Mountain, N. C., took place on the 21st; included with it was the 
inaugumtion of the centennial celebmtion which is to take place on 
the 7th of October. Five thousand people were present from Georgia, 
South Carolina, and North Carolina, also a detachment of the Fifth 
United States Artillery, military companies from Charlotte and York­
ville, and the Cadets of Captain Bell's school. 

The day was ushered in by a salute of thirty-eight guns. The address 
by Colonel Thomas Hardeman, of Macon, Ga., was replete with patri­
otic sentiments, and highly national in tone. At the close of the 
address, Colonel Houston, in behalf of the Air-Line Railroad, presented 
the Centennial Association with a beautiful U n.ited States flag, thirty­
six by fifty feet, which was received by Dr. Dixon on behalf of the 
association, and by him intrusted to Major Graham, representing 
the Governor of North Carolina, and Colonel Johnstone, representing 
the Governor of South Carolina, who carried it to the pinnacle of the 
mountain, two miles distant, where, on a staff one hundred feet high, it 
was flung to the breeze, amidst the firing of cannon and the deafening 
shouts of the multitude on the plateau below. 

At Charleston, S. C., Washington's birthday falling upon Sunday, 
the Washington Light Infantry attended the Church of the Holy 
Communion at half-past ten A.M. The active members, in full-dress 
uniform, were joined by the Vetemn Association and the honomry. 
life, and contributing members of the corps, and proceeded to the 
church. The Eutaw and Boston flags were crossed in front of the 
chancel, the latter dmped in crape, in memory of the late Colonel 
A. O. Andrews, who received it from the city of Boston on behalf of 
the company. The church was filled to its utmost capacity, and the 
services were conducted by the pastor and the chaplain of the Infan­
try, who preached the anniversary sermon. In concluding, he said of 
Colonel Andrews:-

U Though loyal to his State, his judgment did not accord with the 
policy which had involved us, and long before the final catastrophe he 
predicted most of the consequences which have followed. Colonel 
Andrews was a man of peace, but he possessed a moral coul"8eae which 
enabled him to take positions from which many shrank. Time and 
circumstances have changed, but some of us remember when Boston, 
in the old Commonwealth of Massachusetts, sent down that national 
flag as a token of friendship, which stands before you now draped 
in memory of him. To carry that flag of the Union then, required 
boldness; but to receive it then, and from Boston, only the record of 
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the Washington Light Infantry made it a possibility, - but who should 
receive it graciously from the donors, acceptably to the recipient 1 
Those were more trying hours to some among you than many dreamed 
ot Colonel Andrews, with a full sense of the responsibility of his 
task, stepped forth to fulfil it. How he did it none who were present 
can forget, nor the electrical effect he produced when, taking that 
banner in his hand, he said: C In behalf of the Washington Light In­
fantry of Charleston, I accept this banner on which are emblazoned 
the locked shields of Massachusetts and South Carolina, encircled by 
the flag of our common country, and I place it under the sheltering 
branches of our own palmetto, the emblem of a State which struggled 
to give that flag birth, and where our bosom was pierced in bringing it 
into existence.' As Colonel Andrews uttered these words and placed 
that banner beneath a fine palmetto planted on the stage, he kindled a 
flame which has burned brighter every year. He awoke a spirit at 
home and at the North which has done more for our restoration and 
rehabiliment than all the laws passed since the war." 

In the House of Representatives, Jan. 7, 1880, Mr. Barber, by 
unanimous consent, introduced the following bill to prevent the use 
of the flag of the United States for advertising purposes:-

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be unlawful for any 
person to print, stamp, or in any manner impress upon the flag of the United 
States, or any representation thereof, any word, figure, design, or impression 
calculated to serve as an advertisement of merchandise or other property, or 
of any person's trade, occupation, or bl18iness, or to publish, exhibit, or use as 
an advertisement any such flag, or representation thereof, 80 printed, stamped, 
or impressed. 

"SEC. 2. A violation of this act shall subject the offender to a fine of not 
less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars." 

This bill has not yet become a law, but no one can doubt its 
propriety. 

Having traced the progress of our flag through all its changes until 
its establishment in a permanent fonn in 1818; having marked its 
first appearance on seas now whitened with our canvas, and re­
mote places everywhere on the earth, where man is known to have 
penetrated, and to ultima thttles beyond man's previous attempts; 
having seen it triumphantly emerge, without the loss of a star, and 
with added lustre, from the terrors of the fratricidal war that was 
waged against it, - we take leave of its glittering and multiplied con-
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stellation, and II swear anew, and teach the oath to our children, that, 
with God's help, the American republic shall stand unmoved, though 
all the powers of piracy and European jealousy should combine to 
overthrow it; that we shall have in the future, as we have in the past, 
ONE COUNTRY, ONE CONSTITUTION, ONE DESTINY; and that when we 
shall have passed from earth, and the acts of to-day shall be matters 
or history, and the dark power which sought our overthrow shall have 
been overthrown, our sons may gather strength from our example in 
every contest with despotism that time may have in store to try their 
virtue, and that they may rally under the stars and stripes with our 
olden war-cry, I LIBERTY AND UNION, NOW AND FOREVER, ONE AND 

INSEPARABLE.' "1 

Originally a small constellation emerging from the darkness of tyr­
anny and oppression on the Atlantic coast of the North American 
continent, our flag has, in the first century of its appearance on the 
political firmament, crossed the continent, and with its coustellation, 
tripled in lustre by the accession of new States, glitters over the Pa­
cific, where its stars of empire bid fair to rival in number and bril­
liancy those of the Atlantic cluster. 

"0 glorious flag! red, white, and blue, 
Bright emblem of the pure and true; 
o glorious group of clustering stars ! 
Ye lines of light, ye crimson bars, 
Trampled in dust by traitor feet, 
Once more your flowing folds we greet 
Triumphant over all defeat; 
Hencerorth in every clime to be, 
Unfading searf of liberty, 
THE ENSIGN OF THE BRAVE AND FREE."' 

I John Jay's Address at Yount Kiako, Westchester County, N. Y., July', 1861. 
I H~n. Edward J. Preaton. 
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THE STATE SEALS, ARMS, FLAGS, AND COLORS.l . 

"Up rose a grizzled sergeant: 
My true love, I give to thee 

Three true loves blent in one,­
A soldier's trinity. 

" Here's to the flag we follow; 
Here's to the land we love; 

And here's to the holy honor 
That doth the two preserve. 

"Then rose they up around him, 
And raised their eyes above, 

And drank in solemn 6ilen('~ 
Unto the soldier's love." - E. H. HuewelL 

Many of the States of the Union have either a State flag or regi­
mental color, which is hoisted over the State buildings on occasions of 
ceremony, or is carried by the State troops when in the field side by side 
with the national standard. In some of the States this flag or color 
is established by law; in other States, by a regulation of the military 
department, or authorized by the Governor of the State; and in a 
few of the States the regimental colors are blazoned with devices, 
subject to the taste or the caprice of donors, or the officers of the 

1 In 1866, I obtained by correspondence, aa far aa practicable, a history of the Seale 
and Arms of the States and Territories, with impression. of mOBt of tbe BeBls, and also 
BOme account of tbe State Bags and colors, from tbe Governora of the Beveral States; but 
on leaming that Professor Franklin B. Hougb, of Lowville, N. Y., waa engaged on tbe 
same subject, and bad already bad BOme of the seals engraved, I abandoned tbe pul'8uit, 
and loaned my collection to bim, and wben be returned it, presented my manuscript, and 
the original letten and impressions of tbe -ls, to the New England Historic Genealog­
ical Society, in October, 1873. Professor Hougb baa since published a work, entitled 
• American Constitutions,' iu two large octavo volumes, au attractive feature of wbich is 
II carefully engraved fac-simUea of the great seal of the United States, and of eacb State 
and Territory in the Union, made from actual impressions of tbe seals before the artist." 

Again, in February, 1879, I addressed a circular note to the Governora of all of tile BeV­

eral States and Territoriea of our Union, requesting any and all information concerning the 
State Bags or colora. To those who favored me with a reply, eitber in person or through 
their secretaries, or by reference to the State adjutant-geueral, I return my tbanks.. They 
will 888 how I have availed myself of the information, to the honor aud credit of tbeir 
States. Where no answer waa returned, any deficiencies or inaccuracies will be pardonable. 
The only official discourtesy I have to complain of is that in one instance tbe Governor of 
a State transferred my letter to the editor of a local newspaper, who published it in full, 
with the addition of remarks of his own, which I would never have seen had they not 
been reprinted in the • New York Sunday Times.' 
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regiment or company, - almost universally, however, the State arms 
are blazoned on the flag. It is a little singular that while each and 
every State has a State seal, recognized as blazoned with the arms of 
the State, to authenticate its official documents, there is a prevailing 
feeling that the States should recognize, by law, no State flag or regi­
mental color but the stars and stripes, while in fact nearly every State 
has a regimental color for its volunteer troops, sometimes legalized, 
but oftener with devices originating in the caprice of its owners. 

MAINE. - The State of Maine has no flag established under the 
authority of any law. At one time, 'the stars and stripes,' with the 

.Arma of Kaine. 

seal or arms of the State in the centre of the 
union, was most in use; during the late war a 
blue silk flag, conforming in size and trim­
mings to the United States regulation colors, and 
blazoned with the arms of the State in the cen­
tre of its field, was carried by the State troops. 

The seal and the arms of Maine, adopted by 
a resolve of the legislature, Jan. 9, 1820, are 
thus described:-

" SHIELD, argent, charged with a pine-tree; vert, a moose deer re­
cumbent at the foot of the same proper. 

" SUPPORTERS, on the lkxter side a husbandman resting on a scythe 
proper i sinister, a seaman resting on an anchor proper. 

"CREST, the north star argent, surrounded by rays. 
"MOTTO, ' Di1-igO,' over the shield in a scroll The seal has the 

word 'MAINE' beneath the shield in a scroll." 1 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. - In July, 1777, the Committee of Safety of 
New Hampshire ordered the Receiver-Geneml to pay Lieutenant 

Noah Robinson £30 18s. 9d., in full for Cap­
tain Samuel Blodgett's account for a suit of 
colors for Colonel Hale's regiment of con­
tinental troops; and, Feb. 4, 1879, ordered 
him to pay Samuel Sawyer £19 48. for taf­
feta to make colors for Colonel Cilley's regi­
ment. 

Dec. 28, 1792, it was enacted, "There shall 
.Arma of New Bampebl.... be provided for each regiment one standard, 

1 Letter, J. H. Cochrane, Deputy Secretary of State, Sept. 26, 1866; letter, S. D. 
Leavitt, Adjutant-Oeneral, Yay 21, 1879. 
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and one suit of regimental colors. The standard to bear the de­
vice of the arms of the United States; the regimental colours the arms 
of the State." Dec. 22, 1808, it was further enacted, .. That there be 
provided at the expense of this State, for each regiment one stand­
ard, and for each battalion one colour." Dec. 22, 1820, it was again 
enacted, and re-enacted Dec. 23, 1842, II There shall be provided at 
the expense of the State a standard for each regiment . . . and all 
colours shall be made of good scarlet silk, with the number of the regi­
ment or company marked thereon with white silk by the officer re­
ceiving them." 

On the 6th of July, 1867, a law was passed which required the 
Adjutant-General to .. furnish each regiment of artillery when a regi­
ment exists, and in default thereof to the company first organized in 
such regiment, a standard, according to the regulations of the army of 
the United States; to each regiment of infantry a standard, to each 
regiment of cavalry a standard and guidon, according in each case to 
the style prescribed in such regulations, - the letters • N. H.' and .the 
arms of the State being substituted for the letters • U. S: and the na­
tional arms. 

At the commencement of the civil war the State had no legally 
authorized State flag, but when the State commenced putting her 
troops into the field in support of the Union, one was devised by 
the Governor and Council, assisted by the Adjutant-General, and each 
regiment was provided with one. These fiags were of white silk, with 
a yellow fringe, and blue and white cord and tassels. In the centre 
on one side was painted the arms of the State, with emblems indica­
tive of the arm, whether artillery or infantry, which carried them; on 
the other side was represented the arms of the United States, with the 
name of the State and of the regiment. 

On the 6th of August, 1878, an act was approved requiring the 
Adjutant-General to furnish each squadron of cavalry with a standard, 
and platoon of artillery with a guidon, and to each battalion and regi­
ment of infantry a State and national fiag of the regulation pattern. a 

The present seal of New Hampshire was established by the follow­
ing act, which passed both branches of the legi'dature, Feb. 11, 1785 :-

"An act to utablUl& II leal to be flied (.II eM great leal of eM State. 

"Whereas, tbe committee appointed by the General Court to p1'l'pare a 
device and inscription for a State seal, did, on tbe first day of November last, 
lay before tbe said court a device, with tbe following inscription, viz.: 'A 

1 Letter, A. B. Thompeon, Secretary of State, April 16, 187Q. 
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field, accompanied with laurels; round the field in capital letters, "SroIL­
LtJJl RBIPUBLIC& N EO HANTONIBN8r8 ;" on the field, a rising SUD and a ship on 
the stocks, with American banners displayed, being two inches in diameter.' 

"Which was then voted to be received and accepted, and accordingly 
hath since that time been used as the great seal of the State; but as doubts 
have since arisen whether the vote for establishing said seal was sufficiently 
explicit, for removing such doubts, therefore,-

" Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court convened, that the said seal, with the above-recited inscription, be 
fully established and used in all cases as the great seal of tbis State, and 
considered as having been such from the first day of November last." 

In 1866, N. W. Gove, Deputy Secretary of State, forwarded to me 
a photograph of the battle-flag of the First New Hampshire Heavy 
Artillery, showing both sides of it. It has a blue field, with yellow 
fringe and blue and white cord and tassels, having the State arms on 
one side and the United States arms on the other, with the name of 
the regiment. This was the State color of all the New Hampshire 
reg)ments during the civil war, with the exception that emblems were 
added to indicate the arm, whether artillery, infantry, or cavalry. 

VERMONT. - The flag of this State, as established by an act of the 
Assembly, September, 1866, has thirteen stripes, alternate red and 

white, like those of our national standard, and 
a blue union, or canton, with one white star in 
its centre, blazoned with the State arms.l 

There is not on record any legislative act, 
ordinance of council, or any order or decree of 
any constituted authorities of the State, estab­
lishing a seal or coat of arms for Vermont prior 
to the act of September, 1866, which estab-

8eU 01 VermOK' lished a State flag. The devices, however, were 
the same as those On the State seal, procured under the order of the 
executive, by Robert Temple, Esq., in 1821, then the secretary of the 
governor and council, during the administration of Governor Skinner. 

The act which passed the Assembly in 1866, taken from chapter 131 
of the General Statutes, is as follows: -

" 0/ the $tak .Arm. and Fl4g. 

"SBCTION 1. The coat of arms of the State shall be and ia described 88 

follows :-
" Green, a landscape, occupying half of the shield; on the right and left 

1 Rodney Lund, Deputy Secretary or State, Sept. 111, 18S8. 
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in the background high mountains, blfU i the sky, yellow. From near the 
base, and reaching nearly to the top of the shield, arises a pine-tree of the 
natural color, and between three erect sheaves, placed bendwise on the dex­
ter side, and a red cow standing on the sinister side of the field. 

co THB CRBBT. A buck's head of the natural color, cut oft', and placed on 
a scroll, blru: and yellow. 

"THB MOTTO AND BADOB. On a scroll beneath the shield the motto, 
I VBRIlONT.' 'FRBBDOK AND UNITY.' The Vermonter's badge: two pine 
branches of the natural color c1'088ed between the shield and scroll. 

"Sse. 2. The State seal shall include the coat of arms, excluding the 
crest, scroll, and badge, and with the mbtto in a circular border around the 
same. 

"SEC. 3. The flag of the State shall be thirteen stripes, alternate red and 
white. The union shall be one large star, white in a blue field, with the 
coat of arms of the State therein." 

MASSACHUSETTS.-It was ordered by the Governor, in June, 1787, 
that the standard which the Massachusetts troops should carry in the 

field should be of white silk, with the arms of 
the Commonwealth on one side, and the crest 
of said arms, or other military device which 
the corps might choose, on the other. Subse­
quently, and throughout the civil war, the State 
lIag had the State arms on one side, and on the 
reverse the same, with the exception of the 
designation of the corps in place of the motto, 

Arms of Kauachuetts. "Ense petit placidam 81W li1?ertat8 quietam." 
The regimental lIag was of blue silk down to about 1840. During 
the civil war, the State lIag was white, and an American lIag took the 
place of the blue regimental lIag.l 

The regulations for the Massachusetts Volunteer 'Militia, issued in 
1879, order the State color for the infantry to be of white silk, five feet 
lIy, and four feet and one-half deep on the pike, bearing on one side the 
State arms and motto, as established Dec. 13, 1780, and on the reverse 
the pine-tree shield, with the number and name of the regiment on the 
scroll, the colors to be edged with yellow fringe, and to have cords and 
tassels of blue and white intermixed. Each regiment to carry a na­
tional color six by five feet, with the name and number of the regiment 
in gold on the centre stripe, its staff or pike surmounted by an eagle. 
The staff of the State color to be surmounted by a spear-head. The 
artillery and cavalry have colors smaller, but of the same devices, only 

1 Hon. Oliver Warner, Secretary of the Commonwealth of ~uaetta, 1801. 
39 
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the cords and tassels £or the artillery are red aad yellow, and yellow 
for the caTalry. The coDcil of officers of any regiment or corps of 
cadets may adopt a regimental device and motto, which, if approved. 
by the Commander-in-ehief, may be borne on the reverse of the State 
color in place of the pine-tree shield; but a drawing of the device, 
properly blazoned, must be deposited in the office of the Adjutant­
GeneraL1 

Agreeably to a report of Nathan Cushing, Esq., who was appointed 
to prepare a seal for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the fol­
lowing device was adopted as the arms of the Commonwealth, Dee. 
13,1780 :-

If AlWS, sapphire, an Indian dressed in his shirt and moccasins, 
belted proper. In his right hand a bow, topaz; in his left, an arrow, 
its point towards the base. On the de:cter side of the Indian's head a 
star, pearl, for one of the United States of America. 

II CREST, on a wreath a dexter arm, clothed and grasping a broad­
aword, the pummel and hilt topaz. 

It MOTTO, , EfI& Petit Placidam 8'U1J LWertate Qu,idam.' 
If SEAL, the arms of the Commonwealth, surrounded by the legend, 

• SigiJ.lum Rsipv1JZioaI MrusackuaettenN.' " 
The motto, as is well known to many, is the second of two Latin 

lines written about two centuries ago by Algernon Sydney in the 
album of the public libmry at Copenhagen, and which, it is said, 
were indignantly tom from the book by Yerlon, the French ambassa­
dor at the court of Denmark. The lines were,-

"Manus hll!Cl inimica tyrannis, 
Ense petit placidam Bub libertate qnietam." 

Two translations of the lines were made by the venerable ex-Presi­
clent, John Quincy Adams. The first was obtained by Mr. Winthrop 
as an autograph for a friend. It happened that morning that Mr. 
Adams, in vindication of the right of petition, had pleSented a petition 
which excited the indignation of some of the Southern members. He 
had been interrupted and threatened with personal expulsion, and a 
summary motion was made that his petition should not be received. 
The yeas and nays were demanded upon this and some other motion, 
and the clerk proceeded to call the roll. DuriDg this process, Mr. 
Winthrop approached Mr.. Adams, and told him his errand, adding, he 
would not have troubled him at such a moment were not the person 

1 Letter, William M. Olin, private seeretaryof Govemor Nbot, April 14, 1879; abo, 
Begulationa for the :u:a-chuaetta Vohmteu Forces, 1879. 
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in whose behalf he applied about to leave Washington by the next 
train. "There is no better time than this,'" said he. "Give me the 
book." And, taking it, he proceeded, with a trembling hand but an 
untrembling heart, to inscribe the follomng spirited. translation:-

"This hand, to tyrants ever swom the foe, 
For freedom only deals the deadly blow; 
Then sheathe in ealm repose the venget"ul blade, 
For gentle peace in freedom's hallowed shade." 

The second and more literal translation will be found in a lecture 
on the social compact, delivered Nov. 25, 1842. 

II This band, the rule of tyrants to oppose, 
Seeks with the sword fair freedom's 80ft repose." 

RHODE ISLAND.-In 1647, the colony ordered "the seale of the 
Pronnce shall be an aneker," and in 1664 ordered" that the seal with 

the motto • Rhode Island and Providence Plan­
tations,' with the word ' Hope' over the head of 
the ancker, is the present seal of the Colonie." 1 

March 30, 1877, the General Assembly of 
the State enacted the following law : -

"The ftag of the State shall be a foul anchor, 
with the motto, • HOPE,' the whole to be Sur­
rounded by a scroll, around which, in a circle, 

Alma 01 Bhode 1IIaIId. shall be as many stars as there are States in 
the Union. The eolor of the anchor, motto, and stars shall be blue, 
the scroll red, in the centre of a white field. This act to take effect 
from and after its paIIS8ge." 

The device symbolizes those principles or civil and religious liberty 
which led to the founding of the colony, and in which the faith of the 
citizens of the State is still deeply anchored. The motto, .. Hope," above 
the silver shield directs the mind to the uncertain future, anticipating 
the growing prosperity of the State and the perpetuity of its institu­
tions, while the unlettered label attached to the shield denotes that 
events are still progressing in the march of time, and await the com­
pletion of history before the destiny of the State shall be recorded 
thereon. 

1 Letter, HOD. J. lL Adderman, 8ecJetary of State, Karch 1'2; 1879; also, act in rela­
tion to the State flag, :March 80, 1877. In 1866, HoD. J. R. Bartlett wrote me, the flag 
of the State is the aame .. "the seal, with more or less scroll-work, according to the taste 
or the artist. 
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CONNECTICUT. - Immediately after the battle or Lexington, the Con­
necticut troops had standards bearing on them the colony's arms, with 

the motto, "Qui transtulit Itlutinet," in letters 
of gold By act of the General Assembly of 
Connecticut, July 1, 1775, the regiments were 

.OIn"' "..""'~m distinguished by the colors of their standards, 

Alma or CODDectient. 

- blue, red, orange, &c. 
In 1861, a State Bag, white, bearing three 

vines depicted in their proper colors, that being 
the State colony arms since 1656, was proposed, 
and passed the Senate, but the resolution was 

indefinitely postponed in the House of Representatives, on the ground 
that it was not a time to talk about any other Bag than that of the 
Union. Flags of this pattern were carried, however, as regimental 
colors during the war'! 

It cannot be ascertained at what precise time the public seal for 
the colony of Connecticut was adopted, or by whom it was devised 
A seal was certainly in use in 1656, as the General Court, on the 26th 
of March for that year, ordered, "There should be given to Captain 
Cullick a. copy of an agreement with Mr. Fenwick, relative to the 
purchase of Saybrook, sealed with the seal of the colony." 

The first General Assembly, or Court of Election, held under the 
charter at Hartford, October, 1662, ordered that the seal that was 
'formerly used' by the General Court should still remain and be used as 
the seal of the colony, until the court saw cause to the contrary j and the 
Secretary was to keep it and use it on necessary occasions for the colony. 

This seal represented a. vineyard, with fifteen vines, supported and 
bearing fruit; above was a. hand issuing from the clouds, holding a 
label on which was inscribed the motto, "Svstinet Qui Transtvlit." It 
was slightly oval in form, and had a beaded border. There are but 
three impressions of this seal (all in wax) on old colonial documents,­
two very poor, and one affixed to a document dated April 1, 1687, 
not quite perfect. The laws printed in 1673, by order of the General 
Court, had an impression of the colonial seal upon the title-page. 
When Sir Edmund Andros took the government of the colony, Octo­
ber, 1687, the Secretary delivered the seal to him, and it disappeared. 
Whether it was lost or broken up is not known. 

The seal used after the resumption of the charter government in 
1689 differed considerably from the first seal. It was not so well cut, 
was a triBe larger, and the hands bend downward. 

1 Letters, Charles J. Hoadley, Esq., State librarian, March 4 and May 24, 187~. 
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No further change was made until Oct. 25,1711, when, at a meet. 
ing of the Governor and Council, it was &.oareed and resolved that a 
new stamp should be made and cut, suitable for sealing upon wafers, 
and that a press, &c., be provided at the cost and charge of the colony, 
to be kept in the Secretary's office. This seal was considerably larger 
than its predecessors, measuring two and a half inches in length by 
one and three-quarter inches in breadth j instead of fifteen vines, there 
were but three, and a hand pointing to them about midway on the left. 
The motto was upon a scroll below the vines, and around the circumfer­
ence the legend, "Sigillum (Jolonia (Jonnecticvtensis." This seal seems 
to have been in use until 1784, when the General .Assembly passed 
the following resolution:-

U Whereas, the circumscription of the seal of this State is improper 
and inapplicable to our present constitutiollt Buolved, by this .As­
sembly, that the Secretary be, and he is hereby, empowered and 
directed to get the same altered from the words as they now stand to 
the following inscription, viz. "SigUl. }kip (Jonnecticutensi8." 

The inscription was, however, cut Without abbreviation, and, at the 
October session, 1784, the new seal was approved, and ordered to be 
lodged with the Secretary. The size was two and three-quarter inches 
in length by one and seven-eighths in breadth, and it was engraved 
upon silver. 

The Constitution adopted in 1818 declares the seal shall not be 
altered j but neither in that instrument nor in any law is it described. 

In 1840, it was Buolved, "That the Secretary of State be instructed 
to ascertain the proper seal and bearings of this State, and report to 
the next session of the General .Assembly j and also whether any leg­
islative enactment is required for a proper description of the great 
seal" Bu~ Mr. Hinman, who was secretary, made no report. 

The seal now in use was procured in accordance with a re.solution 
passed October, 1842, which directed it should be similar to the one 
then in use. The seal was made of the same form and size as the 
preceding one, only a trifle broader. The workmanship, also, is better: 
there are three clusters of grapes on each vine, while the old one had 
four on each of the two upper, and five bunches on the lower. The 
seal is engraved on brass. 

The arms of Connecticut, in heraldic language, would be thus blaz... 
oned: Argent, three vines supported and fruited proper. 

The most probable interpretation of this device is, that the three. 
vines symbolize the plantations of Hartford, Windsor, and Weathers-' 
field, which composed the original colony of Connecticut. The num-' 
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ber of vines in the old seal was probably arbitrary. With beautiful 
simplicity, the Connecticut se~ bears perpetual witness to the faith of 
our fathers in His sustaining power who transplanted the vines from 
Egypt; who cast out the heathen and planted them; who made room 
for them, so that, when they bad taken root, they filled the lal)d till 
the hills were covered with their shadow, and the boughs thereof 
were like the goodly cedars, - till their branches stretched out to the 
sea, and their boughs to the river. 1 

NEW YORK. - The State flag i!J made of white bunting, twelve feet 
fiy by ten feet hoist, bearing in the centre the arms of the State of 

New York, as ordered by an act passed March 
27,1809.2 

In 1778 or 1779, a be$utiful stand of colors 
was prepared and painted for the Third New 
York Regiment, commanded by Colonel Peter 
Gansevoort, Jr. The colonels of the three New 
York regiments had petitioned the Committee 
of Safety t.o be furnished with colors as early 

Arma or New York. as Nov. 30, 1776. But this regiment was still 
unprovided with a flag. The knowledge that it had improvised one 
during the investment of Fort Stanwix 8 induced the preparation of 
these colors, which are still reverently preserved in the family, although 
much tattered. With the kind consent of Mrs. Abraham Lansing, of 
Albany, its pre.'rent possessor, it W$S unfurled with great ceremony at 
the centennial celebration at Oriskany in 1877, before the fifty 
thousand people assembled there. In 1864, General Gansevoort 
wrote under his own hand a declaration that the flag was borne at 
the surrender of Yorktown in 1781. It is beautifully blazoned with 
the arms of New York. 

In 1879, a State appropriation WalJ made to secure a copy of the 
arms" taken from a flag borne at Yorktown in 1781," expressed in 
these terms: "For the Secretary of State, fQr the purchase of a 
colored picture of the arms of the State, taken from a flag borne 
at Yorktown by the American army in 1781, to be deposited in the 
State library, the sum of fifty dollars." 

The arms are carefully and finely painted upon both sides of the 

1 C. J . Hoadley's account oC the public seal oC Counecticut, in vol i. Hiatorie41 Col· 
lections oC Connecticut. 

s Lettel'8, Aasistant Adjutan~·General William J . :Penstow, June 11 and 13, 187P, and 
H . A. Homes, State librarian, June 12, 187P • 

• See ank. 
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flag, which is of dark blue Bilk, and about seven feet square. The 
arms completely cover, upon the Bag, a space of about four feet four 
inches wide by three feet five inches high. The two figures (sup­
porters) are each two feet two and & half inches high. 

An exact copy of this venerable flag has been beautifully and 
perfectly painted on canvas, in oil colors, one-half of the aize of 
the painting on the flag, and is deposited in the State library a' 
.Albany, in compliance with the law. 

By an «act to improve the discipline and promote the efficieDcy 
of the military forces of the State," passed April 17, 1854, a board of 
officers reported a code of regulations, which received the approval of 
the Commander-in-chief, and were made a part of the statutes for the 
government of the military forces, April 6, 1854. By these regulatiou, 
the following colors were established:-

Oolor, of .Artil"", }J"gi7ltlllfi& - Each regiment of artillery shall 
have two colors. The first, or the national color, of stars and stripes. 
88 described for the national flag, and may be either of silk or bunting. 
with red cord and tassels. The second, or regimental color, to be of 
yellow silk, with the arms of the State of New York embroidered in 
Bilk on the centre, over two cannon c1'08sing, with the number of the 
regiment above and the letters • N. Y. S. M.' below their intersection; 
the cannon, regimental number, and letters to be in gold embroidery, 
fringe gold or yellow silk four inches deep; each color to be six feet stt 
inches fly, and six feet deep on the pike; the pike, including the eagle 
and ferrule, to be nine feet ten inches in length ; cords and tassels, red 
and yellow silk intermixed. 

Oolors of Infantry and Rifle Regiments. - Each regiment of infantry 
or rifles shall have two colors. The first, or the national color, of stars 
and stripes, as described for the national flag, and may be either of silk 
or bunting, with red cord and tassels. The second, or regimental 
color, to be of blue Bilk, with the arms of the State of New York em~ 
broidered in silk on the centre, the number and name of the regi­
ment, and the letters • N. Y. S. M.,' in gold embroidery underneath the 
arms; the size of each color to be six feet six inches fly, and six feet 
deep on the pike; the length of the pike, including the eagle and 
ferrule, to be nine feet ten inches; the fringe, gold or yellow silk, four 
inches deep i cord and tassels, blue and white silk intermixed. 

Oamp Colors. - The camp colors are of silk or bunting, eighteen 
inches square, - white for infantry or riBes, and red for artillery, with 
the number of the regiment on them i the pole, eight feet long. 

&Q/Mlardl and Guidou of MtnJ.nteil Regiment&. - Each regiment 
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will hll.ve a silken standard, and each company a silken guidon, the 
standard to bear the arms of the State of New York, embroidered in 
silk on a blue ground, with the number and name of the regiment, 
and the letters 'N. Y. S. M.' in gold embroidery underneath the arms, 
the flag of the standard to be two feet five inches wide, and two feet 
three inches on the lance, and to be edged with gold or yellow silk 
fringe. 

The flag of the guidon is swallow-tailed, three feet five inches from 
the lance to the end of the swallow-tail, fifteen inches to the fork of 
the swallow-tail, and two feet three inches on the lance, to be half red 
and half white, dividing at the fork, the red above. On the red, the 
letters' N. Y. S. Mo' in white; and on the white, the letter of the com­
pany in red. The lance of the standards and guidons to be nine feet 
long, including spear and ferrule. 

Every pike-pole or staff to which the flags, standards, guidons, or 
colors above provided are to be attached, will be sunnounted with a 
gilt eagle.l 

The first great seal of the State of New York was devised by a 
committee consisting of Messrs. John Jay, Gouverneur Morris, and 
John Sloss Hobart, appointed by the constitution of the State in 1777. 
It was thus described:-

" A rising sun, over three mountains; motto underneath, ' Exalftor' ; 
legend, 'THE GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF NEW Y<;>'!tK.' The reverse 
is a huge rock rising out of the sea, and the legend,'· ~1'1JJJI.ra, 1777.' JJ 

In 1798, a new penda.nt seal was adopted, having for a device the 
arms of the State. The third seal, which is still in use, was adopted 
in 1809, and is incumbent. 

It is a singular fact that there is no standard form of the arms 
of New York State extant, but even more singular are the chllDc0e8 
which have taken place from the whims of artists, or carelessness 
of those charged with reproducing the arms on public documenta. 
Attention was first attracted to the subject by the request of the 
Centennial Exposition Commissioners for an authentic copy of the 
arms; and since then the subject has been investigated by Henry 
A. Homes, I.LD., of the State library. Upon searching the rec­
ords, no adequate description of the arms could be found. There is a 
record, however, of the adoption, in 1778, of a coat of arms designed 
by Lewis Morris, John Jay, and John Sloss Hobart, and three oopies, 
made before 1785, are known. One is upon a military commisSion 
issued by Governor Cliuton in 1778; a second was painted on the 

1 General Regulations ror the llilitary Forces or the State or New York, 1858, 
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flag 'of the Third Regiment; and a thlrd 'is a' picture hung over Gov­
ernor Clinton's pew in St. Paul's church, in this city, in 1785. Even 
these differ somewhat, but from the last was made the copy for Inde­
pendence Hall; and it is to be hoped that legislatit>n will be invoked 
to prevent future eccentricities. The true design consists It of a shield, 
broad at the base, upon which is pictured a placid stream, the Hud­
son, with two vessels approaching each other. In the foreground is a' 
level bank with shrubbery. On the opposite shore are three, moun­
tain peaks, representing the Highlands, from which the sun, with re­
splendent rays, is just rising. Above the shield is two-thirds of a 
globe, showing part of America and Europe, surmounted by a heraldic 
eagle, - not the American eagle of, to-day. On the right of the shield 
stands the figure of Liberty, robed. In her right hand is an upright' 
staff, surmounted with a liberty cap. Her left supports the shield. Her 
left foot rests upon an overturned crown, a symbol of emancipation 
from monarchical institutious. On the left of the shield stands the 
figure of J usti~, "robed. In her right hand is a sword, point upward, 
and in her left an even balance. The arm is partially extended, hold­
ing the balance free from her body. The eyes are blindfolded, and 
the countenance has an expression of intent listening. Under the 
shield is the motto' Excelsior.' .. 1 

NEW JERSEY. - The State flag has thirteen horizontal stripes, alter­
nate red and ~,-in the centre a blue square or shield, on which 

is the coat of arms of the State. I 
A joint committee appointed by both Houses 

to prepare a great seal, of which Richard Smith 
was chairman, made the following report, which 
was adopted Oct. 3, 1776 :-

"The joint committee have considered the 
subject, and taken the sentiments of several 
intelligent gentlemen thereon, and are of the 

Arma of New J_y. opinion that Francis Hopkinson, Esq., should 
be immediately engaged to employ proper persons at Philadelphia to 
prepare a silver seal, which is to be round, of two and a half inches 

1 Our illustration is not entirely correct, according to this description, but represents 
the arms as frequently round npon State official doCuments, and ortcnest painted upon tho 
State ftap used during the civil war. The history of the colonial and provincial BMl. ot 
liew Netherlands and New York, from 1625 to the American Revolution, can be found 
beautifully illustrated in the • Documentary History of New York,' vol. iv. 

I Letters, H. N. Conga, Secretary of State, Sept. 17, 1866; John A. Hall, Gover­
nor's private aecretary, June 2', 18i9. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



618 STATE SEALS, ARMS, FLAGS, AND COLORS. 

diameoor and three.eigbths of an inch thick, and that the arms shall 
be,-

• ARMS. Three plows in an escutcheon [argmt]. 
"SUPPORTERS. Liberty and Ceres. 
" CREST. A horse's head. 
"These words to be eIlo0'J'8.ven in large letters around the arms, viz. 

'THE GREAT SEAL or THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, MDCCLxxn'" 

In an engraving of the State arms ornamenting the official letter­
paper used in the Department of State, the motto "Liberty aM 
P1'()lperity" bas been added in a scroll at the foot of the shield. 

PENNBYLV ANIA. - In 1775, at a meeting of the gentlewomen belong­
ing to the village of Bristol, Penn., they made a collection of money 

to fit out a regiment raising there, and wrought 
a magnificent suit of colors for their use, with 
devices and mottoes of their. own composing. 
The gentlewoman who was appointed by the 
othel'S to present them in their name made a 
very gallant and spirited speech on the 0cca­

sion, which she concluded by giving it in 
charge to the officers and soldiers "never to 

Arma 01 Penna)'lvania. desert the colors of the ladies, if they ever 
wished that the ladies would list under their banners." 1 

It is a pity the devices on these Staoo colo1's have not been pre­
served, or are not remembered. 

In 1789, when Washington passed tlll''Ough Philadelphia to assume 
the presidency in New York, he was received with distinguished 
honors, and the floating bridge at Gray's Ferry was decorated with 
evergreens and flags. Among the latter was a blue flag which had 
been hoisted in the East Indies by Captain Bell, as a Pennsylvania 
Staoo flag, which bore the inscription, .. The new era." 

April 9, 1799. The Pennsylvania legislature enacted" that there 
shall be two colors or standards provided at the expense of the 
State for every regiment, so that each battalion may have one, and 
they shall be unifonu throughout the State, and of the following di· 
mensions and devices;" to wit, "The length or height of the staff of 
each of the said colors shall be at least nine feet, with a brass spear on 
the top thereof; the fly of each of the said colors shall be six feet six 
inches in length, and four feet six inches in height on the staff; on 
the fly of one of the said colors (to be made of a dark blue.colored 

I From Mathcr'IIJr1agaUDe, February, 1789, p. 115. 
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silk) there shall be painted IIJl American eag1e, with expanded wings, 
supporting the anos of the State, or some striking part thereof; in the 
upper comer next the staff there shall be inserted, in white letters and 
figures, the number of tho regiment, and the word .,. PENNSYLVANIA,' 
encircled or ornamented with thirteen white stars ; the fly of the othet 
color shall be composed of thirteen red and white alternate stripes, 
with the upper corner next the staff colored and appropriated as above. 
directed, and each color shall be ornamented with two silk tassels. 
And the Governor is he1'eby authorized to cause two colors or stand .. 
ards to be made as soon as convenient, according to the above direc.. 
tions, and lodged in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
and preserved as models for the colors of the State, agreeably to 
which all the regimental colors of this Commonwealth shall hereafter 
be made." 1 The regimental colors of Pennsylvania have continued 
ever since to be of blue silk, blazoned in the centre with the arms of 
the State. 

May 26, 1861. A joint resolution of the legislature required the 
Governor II to ascertain how the regiments raised in Penusylv$nia 
dnring the war of the Revolution, the war of 1812, and the war with 
Mexico were numbered, among what divisions of the service they 
were distributed, and where the said regiments distinguished them .. 
,.elves in action. That, having ascertained said particulars, he shall 
procure regimental standards to be ioacribed with the numbers of 
~hose regiments respectively, on which shall be painted the arms 
of the Commonwealth and the names of the actions in which the said 
regiments distinguished themselves. That the standards so inscribed 
,hall be delivered to the regiments now in the field or formiug. bear .. 
ing the regimental number corresponding to the regiments of Penn­
sylvania in former wars." 

The Governor was further directed "to proeure regimental stan~ 
ards for all the te«iments formed or to be formed in Pennsylvania, 
beyond the numbers in former wars, upon which shall be inscribed 
the number of the regiment, and painted the arms of this Common­
wealth; and that all these standards, after the present unhappy re­
bellion i8 ended, shall be returned to the Adjutant-General, to be 
further inscribed, as the valor and good conduct of each particular 
regiment JD8.y have deserved; and that they then be carefully pre .. 
served by the State, to be delivered to such future regiments as 
the military necessity of the country may require PelUlsylvania to 
raise." 

1 Letter, Co N. Fur. Govemor's private aecretary. Karch 2'.1879, enclosing laws, &e. 
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On the same day, the Pennsylvania Society of the Cincinnati, 
having presented to the Executive of the State five hundred dollars 
.. towards arming and equipping the volunteers of Pennsylvania," the 
legislature, considering that "this expression of patriotism by a soci­
ety founded by Washington and the illustrious chiefs of the Revolll­
tion, and embracing in its present organization their immediate and 
lineal. descendants," &c., demands especial recognition and approval, 
"Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby, directed to expend 
the said money in the purchase of regimental flags having the coat of 
arms of the State, and to be inscribed as provided for in the ~ 
lution."l 

In accordance with these resolutions, the regiments of the Penn­
sylvania Reserve Corps in camp at Tennellytown, Md., on the 10th of 
September, were presented with standards at eleven A.M., President 
Lincoln, accompanied by the Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War, 
Governor Curtin and the members of his staff, and many distin­
guished soldiers and citizens being present. 

Governor Curtin, in his presentation speech to General lrCall, 
said: .. I come here to-day on a duty enjoined by the legislature or 
Pennsylvania. The remnant of the descendants of the heroes and 
&ae,1Y8S of the Revolution in the Keystone State, known as the Cincin­
nati Society, presented me with a sum of money to arm and equip 
the volunteers of Pennsylvania who might go into public service in 
the present exigency. I referred the subject to the legislature. They 
instructed me to make these flags, and pay for them with the money 
of the Cincinnati Society. I have placed in the centre of the azure 
field of stars, the arms of the State. I give these flags to YOll to-day, 
and I know YOll will carry them wherever you appear in honor, and 
that the credit of your State will never suO'er in your hands." The 
story of the return of these flags after the war, elsewhere given, shows 
with what COU1'80rre and honor they were carried arld preserved. 

The seal and arms of Pennsylvania owe their origin to a resolution 
of the Assembly, passed Sept. 28, 1776, whereby Messrs. Rittenhouse, 
Jacobs, and Clymer were appointed "a committee to prepare seals 
for the future legislature and the council of the State." The origin 
of the seal. is easily ascertained. The devices were taken chiefly from 
the old seal. of the city of Philadelphia of 1701. This escutcheon 
was quartered, having the devices of clasped hands, a balance, a wheat 
sheaf, and a ship sailing upon an ocean. The wheat sheaf and the 
ship were adopted in the State arms, and a plow added to fill out the 

1 See above. 
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escutcheon, - the three emblems being those of agriculture, husbandry, 
and commerce. 

The present great seal of Penllsylvania was established by an act 
of the Assembly, passed the 2d day of March, 1809, at which time 
the seal was ordered to be renewed, viz. : -

"The shield shall be parted per fess or, charged with a plow ~ 
in chief. On a sea navy ~, a ship under full sail, surmounted 
with a sky azure, and in base three Garbs or, on the lfinwer a stalk 
of maize, and de:rtt.r, an olive branch, and on a wreath of its colors a 
bald eagle proper, perched, wings extended for the crest. Around the 
margin of the seal, 'STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA j' the reverse, Liberty 
trampling on a lion, gules, the emblem of tyranny; motto, • Both can't 
Survive.' " 

The coat of arms is the same as the face of the great seal, with two 
horses rampant for supporters, and a pendant or streamer from the 
eagle's beak bearing the motto, .. Virtue, lAberty, and Independence." 

In 1874, the legislature passed a resolution authorizing the Gov· 
emor, Attorney-General, and Secretary of the Commonwealth to have 
.. the arms of the State corrected of such errors and anomalies as may 
thereon be discovered," - in fact, to restore the arms as originally 
adopted and engraved, and which, in the lapse of a hundred years, 
had been changed to suit the whim of every engraver or designer. 

DELA. WARE. - Delaware has never had a legally established State 
flag. The emblazonment on the regimental oolors of the State troops 

has been usually the arms of the State, but with 
such other devices as those preparing the flags 
choose to select. In none of the colonial laws, 
or laws enacted since Delaware became a State 
of the Union, is there to be found any thing on 
the subject of a flag.! 

The arms of Delaware are an azure shield 
or escutcheon divided into two equal parts by 

AmIa or Delaware. a white band or girdle. A cow proper is in 
the lower division, and in the other a sheaf of wheat and a bundle of 
leaf tobacco. The crest is a ship under full sail, displaying an Amer. 
iean flag, and supported on a wreath. On a white field around the 
escutcheon were formerly wreaths of flowers, olive branches, &c.; 
but these have disappeared, and given place to two supporters, viz., a 
mariner and a hunter. At the bottom of the seal, in numeral letters, 

1 Letter, Dr. L. P. Bush, Secretary. Delaware Historical Society. Feb. 111, 1880. 
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is the date of its adoption, • MD.ccxcm ;' and around the border, in 
Roman capitals, are the words, "GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OJ' 
DBLAWARE." Underneath the shield is the motto, "Liherty and 
Ind.#pendence." 

MARYLAND. - The State flag of Maryland is blue, having the 
arms of the State blazoned on one side, and the arms of the U niUd 
States on the reverse.l 

The arms of Maryland are the same as blazoned on the provincial 
great seal, brought from England in 1658. On one side of the seal is 
a shield, on which are the arms of wrd Baltimore, the snpporters 
being a fisherman and a ploughman, and the crest a helmet, with a 
ducal crown on it surmounted by two bannerets. The motto is, "Fatn 
'llt4llCltii parole /emi'M," which is translated, .. Manly deeds and wo­
manly words." Around the margin of the seal is inscribed, "8crdo 

IJo.na: Voluntatis Tum Coronasl;& Nos," which is 
translated, .. With the shield of Thy good will 
Thou hast covered ns." 

The first notice of a great seal ror the prov­
ince is in an instrument signed by Lord Bal­
timore, Aug. 8, 1636, and addressed to his 
brother. The design of this seal is not known, 
as it was seized and carried oft· by one Richard 

Ann. ot lfaryl4nd. Ingle in 1644. In consequence, a new seal was 
provided by Lord Baltimore, which is thus described, and which has 
continued to be the seal and arms of the colony and State to the 
present time, viz. : -

.. On the side thereof is engraven our figure in complete armor, OD 

horseback, with our sword drawn and our helmet on, and a great 
plume of feathers affixed to it, - the horse trappings, furniture, and 
caparison being adorned with the figure of our paternal coat of arms; 
and underneath the horse a sp.a.shore, engraven with certain flowers 
and grass growing upon it, and this inscription about that side of the 
seal (vizt.), t Ceciliu& absolutu& dominus Terra HaM ct Amlonia: Baro 
ck Baltimore.' And on the counter side of the said seal is engraven 
a scutcheon wherein our paternal coat of arms - to wit, six pieces 
impaled with a band dater countercharged, quartered with another 
coat of arms belonging to our family, vizt. a cross buttoned at each 
end (and also countercharged) - are engraven; the whole scutcheon 
being supported with a fisherman on the one side and a plowman on 

1 Letter, John K. Carter, Secretary or State, Sept. 19, 1866. 
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the other. standing upon a scrawl wherein is engraven the motto of 
our paternal arms, vizt., • Flati fll.O.8dr:g parole le'fIlini' Next above the 
scutcheon is engraven a count palatine's cap, and over that a helmet 
with the crest of our paternal coat of arms, on the top of which c~ 
is a du .. l crown, with two half bannerets set upright on it. Behind 
the said scutcheon and supporters is engraven a large mantle, and 
this inscription is about the side of said seal, vizt. r Bcuto ~ 
Vol'll/Matis t~ CO'fMuuti'lt08.' The figure of the seal is round, and it 
is of the bigness that our former great seal was, and cut in silver, as 
the other was; the impression of all which in wax is hereunto 
affixed, it being somewhat different (though but little) from our said 
former great seal of the said province. We do hereby declare the said 
new seal to be from henceforward our great seal of the said province 
of Maryland, and that we will ba.ve it so to be esteemed and reputed 
there till we ourselves shall signify our or their pleasure to the 
contrary. 

rr Given at Bath, under our hand and our said new great seal 
of the said province, the 12 day of Augt., in the 17th year of our 
dominion over the said province of Maryland, Anno domi 1648."1 

VIRGINIA. - The State flag as it now exists is of blue bunting, six­
*een by twenty feet, with a circular white ground in the centre, in which 

axe painted the same words and figures engraved 
on the lesser seal of the State. The Secre­
tary of the Commonwealth, in 1870, said he 
could find no legislation with regard 'to it upon 
the statute-books. This flag probably had its 
origin in the rebel convention of 1861, which 
passed an ordinance that .. the flag of the 
Commonwealth should hereafter be made of 

ADlllIOtv\rgIDla.hunting, which shall be a deep blue field, with 
a circle of white in the centre, upon which shall be painted or em­
broidered, to show both sides alike, the coat of anns of the State as 
described by the convention of 1776, for one side (obverse) of the 
seal of the State." 

A letter dated Richmond, Feb. 23, 1833, during the Nullification 
times, says: .. I give you an item of intelligence which possibly you 
may Dot receive from any other quarter. The Governor of Virginia, I 
understand, at some trouble and expense, caused a superb State flag to 

1 Fronl Council Proceedings Cor 1637 to 1657. in Bosman's r History oC Maryland,' 
'901. iL, 1683 to 1660, P. 652. 
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be prepared, with the intention of having it hoisted at the quarters of 
the State Guard on Friday morning last, the 22d instant. Knowledge 
of its existence, and of his intention, was obtained on Thursday, the 
21st, and a good deal of excitement was manifested. Either dissuaded 
by his party friends, or prompted by his own fears of the consequences, 
his Excellency determined to let it remain in the painter's shop; and 
fortunate it was, for, had the banner been exposed to public gaze, it 
would have been tom down and prostrated, and in all probability 
with some bloodshed. Scarce a voice was heard in favor of raising it; 
and numbers were heard to express their determination to rally under 
the star-spangled banner of the Union. It was supposed by some 
that had the State flag been hoisted, the flag of the Union would not 
have been, by order of the commanding chief. As it was, the Union 
flag, on a pole, was poked out of a hole in the southern end of the 
capitol loft, and in this half-erect and awkward situation, flapping on 
the ridge of the building, and repeatedly hooked on the point of one 
of the lightning-rods, it was tom in many places, and pieces were 
flying in every direction over the heads of the military and citizens 
assembled on the public square." 

In the convention of delegates held at Williamsburg, July 1, 1776, 
it was "R~801ved, That Mr. Richard Henry Lee, Mr. George :Mason, 
Mr, Treasurer, and Mr. Wythe be appointed a committee to devise a 
proper seal for this Commonwealth;" and on the 5th of July the fol­
lowing entry appears on the Journal of proceedings:-

.. Mr. Geor<o'e Mason, from the committee appointed to devise a 
proper sea1 fol' the Commonwealth, reported that the committee had 
accordingly prepared the following device thereof, which he read in 
his place, and afterwards delivered it at the clerk's table, when the 
same was twice read and agreed to: To be tngt'aven on the great aeal. 
Yirt'U8, the genius of the Commonwealth, dressed like an Amazon, rest­
ing on a spear with one hand, and holding a sword in the other, and 
treading on Tyranny, represented by a man prostrate, a crown fallen 
from his head, a broken chain in his left hand, and a scourge in bis 
right. 

"In the exe'YJon, the word C VIRGINIA' over the head of Virtus, and 
underneath the words, C Sic Semper Tgra7l71ia.' On the reverse, a group; 
Libertas, with her riband and pileus. On one side of her Ceres, with 
her cornucopia in one hand, and an ear of wheat in the other; on the 
other side, JEtemitas, with the glove and phenix. On the tJ:t1'fP" 
these words, C Dc'U.8 nobis pace olill~ fecit: t, 

"Resolved, That George Wythe and John Page, Esquires, be desired 
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to superintend the engraving of the said seal. and to take" care that 
the same is properly executed" 

By an act passed October. 1779. it was required that a great seal 
should be provided by the executive, and graven with the same de­
vices directed by the convention, save only that the motto on the 
reverse be changed to the word I Perseverando.' And it was further 
provided that the seal which hath been already provided by virtue of 
said resolution of the convention be henceforward called the le8lJe1' 
seal of the Commonwealth. and that the said lesser seal be affixed 
to all grants for lands, and to all commissions. civil and military. 
signed by the Governor; provided. nevertheless, that all such com­
missions signed and issued without affixing the seal shall be good and 
valid . 

. ' The lesser seal, now in the custody of the Secretary of the Common­
wealth. has the devices and inscription prescribed for the obverse of 
the great seal. with the addition of the words I LIBERTY AND UNION' 

under the word I Virginia: and around the head of the figure of Virtus ; 
and the same words have been added to bot.h sides of the great seal. 
By whom or when added, or by what authority, is unknown; but by 
an act which passed the General Assembly, Feb. 28. 1866. which 
directs" that the great seal and lesser seal, now under the care of the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, are and shall continue the seals of 
the Commonwealth, as they are now established by law." The motto 
has been legalized. 

WEST VIRGINIA. according to a newspaper report, adopted, in 1875, 
for a flag. four diagonal bars, red and buff alternately. with a white 
canton bearing the State arms. 

The Secretary of State, however, under date 
April 9, 1880, says: II West Virginia has never 
adopted any flag. The regimental flags of the 
West Virginia Volunteers in the civil war are 
now kept in our State library." 

The joint committee on seals proposed the 
following device for the great seal of the State. 
which was adopted Sept. 26, 1863:-

Arm. or West Vi1'B\Dfa. The device and motto for the obverse of the 
great seal was also adopted as the arms of the State. The disc of the 
great seal is two and one half inches in diameter. II The obverse bears 
the legend, I STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,' with the motto. • Monta""i &mptn' 
Liberi.' insel'ted in the circumference. In the centre a rock with ivy, 

40 

• 
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emblematic of stability and continuance, and on the face of the rock the 
inscription, • June 20, 1863,' the date of the foundation of the State, 
88 if • graved with a pen of iron on the rock forever.' On the right of 
the rock, a farmer clothed in the traditional hunting-shirt peculiar to 
this region, his right arm resting on the plow-handles, and his left 
supporting a woodman's axe, - indicating that while our territory is 
partially cultivated, it is still in process of being cleared of the orig­
inal forest. At his right a sheaf of wheat and com-stalk. On the 
left of the rock, a miner, indicated by a pickaxe on his shoulder, with 
barrels and lumps of mineral at his feet. On his left, an anvil, partly 
seen, on which rests a sledge-hammer, typical of the mechanic arts,­
the whole indicating the principal pursuits and resources of the State. 
In the front of the rock and figures, 88 if just laid down by them, and 
ready to be resumed at a moment's notice, two hunter's rifles crossed, 
and surmounted at the place of contact by the Phrygian cap, or cap 
of liberty, indicating that our freedom and independence were woo 
and will be defended and maintained by anns." 

A lesser seal, an inch and a half in diameter, with the same lag­
end, motto, devices, &0., was ordered II The reverse of the great seal 
is encircled with a wreath of laurel and oak leaves, emblematic of 
valor and strength, with fruits and cereals, productions of the State. 

"De'IJiu, a landscape. In the distance, on the left of the disc, 
wooded mountains, and on the right a cultivated slope, with the log 
frame-house peculiar to the region. On the side of the mountain, a 
representation of the viaduct on the line of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad in Preston County, one of the great engineering triumphs of 
the age, with a train of cars about to pass over it. Near the centre, a 
factory, in front of which a river with boats on the bank, and to the 
right of it, nearer the foreground, a derrick and shed, appertaining to 
the production of salt and petroleum. In the foreground, a meadow, 
with cattle and sheep feeding and reposing,-the whole indicating the 
leading charactetistics, productions, and pursuits of the State. Above 
the mountains, the SUD emerging from the clouds, indicating that 
former obstacles to the prosperity of the State are disappearing. In 
the rays of the sun the motto, ·LiJwrtas e Fidditate' (liberty from loy­
alty), indicating that the freedom and independence of the State are 
faithfulness to the principles of the Declaration of Independence and 
the national Constitution." 

It would seem 88 though the designers of the seal endeavored to 
compress into the nutshell of the seal the entire history of the State 
and of its industrial resources. 

• 
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NORTH CAROLINA. - The first flag of North Carolina, in June. 1775. 
was white. and bore a hornet's nest and the date May 20. 1775. and 
soon after the people of Bladen and Brunswick Counties carried a flag 

having as an emblem a ,rattlesnake coiled at 
the eroot of a pine-tree.1 The State flag now 
in use, and which was adopted about the time 
of the war with Mexico. is of blue silk. bear­
ing upon one side the State anna. Occasion­
ally a white flag is used, but blue is the 
prescribed color. In the infantry regiments of 
the State Guard, this color and the national 

ArmI or North CanIUDa. eaaign are borne side by side. 
During the civil war. the loyal (Union) regiments had flags with a 

blue field. simply inscribed. "N. C. U. T .... in scrolls surrounding an 
eagle's outspread wings. The flag used at the commencement of the 
civil war by the Confederates was white. with eleven blue stars, and 
the words. II May 20.1775."" May 20, 1861." - the date of the Mech­
lenburg Declaration of Independence. and of the secession of North 
Carolina from the Union. 

In the proceedings of the North Carolina t secession' conven­
tion the following design for a State flag was unanimously adopted. 
June 22, 1861. It A red field to the left entirely across the end; 
in the centre of the field a white star; over the star the words 
• May 20, 1775: in a semicircle, and under the star. in the same 
form, the words 'May 20,1861.' The folds [the fly] of the flag to 
be two bars. the upper blue, the lower white, and the length of the 
flag to be one-third greater than its width." This flag was carried but 
a short time, as there was too much confusion in the variety of State 
flags. All the Confederate State troops bore the t battle-flag,' and 
many of the colonels sent their State flags back to the Governor. 
There were other State flags carried by the regiments; viz., one with 
the red bar, star, and motto next the staff, and with a blue fly or field i 
another, with the same red bar, star, &0.. next the staff. and white and 
blue perpendicular bars for the fly. 

The State flag is never seen in bunting, only in silk, and has 
never been flown from a staff or any public building.s During the 
civil war the flags carried were in most cases made of ladies' silk 
dreases. 

In the original seal, on a white or silver field, are represented the 

I Wheeler's lrlStory of North CaroliDL 
t Lettera of AdJutant.Genen1 F • .A. OIda, Karch 30 and April 8, 1879. 
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Goddess of Liberty on the right, and Ceres, the Goddess of Com Ilnd 
of Harvests, on the left. In the right hand of the fonner is a scroll 
representing the Decla.ration of Independence, and the left supports a 
wand, surmounted by the cap of liberty. Ceres has in her right 
hand three heads or ears of wheat, and- in her left the cornucopia 
or hom of plenty, filled with the products of the earth. In the 
background are mountains. Around the outer circle, starting from a 
star on the top, is the legend, "GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA." 

The present sea.l has the figure of Liberty standing and Ceres sit­
ting, - the reverse of our illustration j the mountain background is 
omitted, and a curtain or canopy is suspended over the head of 
Ceres. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. - The flag now flying at the State House in 
Columbia has always been the State flag. It is an entire blue field, 

with a large white palmetto-tree on one side 
only, with a white crescent or half-moon 
in the upper comer near the staff, with a 
rattlesnake coiled near the outer roots of the 
tree. 

After the adoption of the stars and stripes 
in 1777, they were used on all festive and gala 
occasions, and the State flag was seldom, if 

Arms otSouth CarollnL ever, displayed, until 1861. 
After the Southern Cross was adopted by the Confederate Con­

gress, that was generally displayed, and has never since fallen into 
entire disuse. 

The negroes, when in power, raised it alongside of the United 
States flag on the State House, and kept it flying during their sit­
tings. The State flag now flies from the State House jointly with the 
United States flag. l 

The device for the great seal of South Carolina is thus described: I­
t< A palmetto-tree, supported by twelve spears, which, with the tree, 

are bound together in one hand, on which is written, • Quia seperabit l' 
On the tree are two shields, the one inscribed • March 26th,' the other 
• July 4th;' and at the foot of the palmetto an English oak, fallen, 
its roots above the ground, and its branches lopt. In the uergrm, 
• MELOREM LAPSA LOCAVIT, 1776.' The legend, • SOuTH CAROLINA,' 

1 Letter of Jos. Dane Pope, Esq., Columbia, S. C., Feb. 17, 1880. 
I Boston Independent Chronicle and Univenal Advertiler for Oct. II, 1777. 
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immediately over the palmetto, and at the opposite part of the circle, 
, ANIHIS EPIBUSQUE PABATL' 

" EXPLANATION. The palmetto furnishes food for man, and affords 
him a. more secure defence against an enemy than stone walls. Supe­
rior to the English oak, it defies the British navy. In this country it 
first proved its worth in a. manner that constituted it the most famous 
tree.in America, and, being a. native of our soil, it is therefore taken to 
represent the State of South Carolina. 

"The tree and twelve spears allude to the thirteen United States of 
America, and the position of the latter shows tha.t South Carolina. re­
ceives support from the Union. On one of the shields is the date of 
resolutions of South Carolina from under the authority of England j 
on the other is marked the epocha of the independence of America. 
The fallen tree is the oak and emblem of England. Its position 
alludes to the state of her authority with respect to this country, and 
the lopt branches denote that her colonies have separated from her; it 
also alludes to the late regal government, contrasted with the present 
government established in its place, and represented by the flourish­
ing palmetto. The words in the u:ergon give utterance to this idea. 
The numerical figures there being only the date of a year, of course 
include all the events emblazoned by the whole device, and the legend 
announces the name of the State and the sentiments of her people. 

"THE REVERSE is Hope, advancing over a rock, which is rugged and 
steep behind her, but smooth and of gentle ascent before. The way is 
strewed with the arms of an enemy. She holds a laurel flower in her 
right hand, and has a view of the sun rising in full splendor. In the 
exergon, • SPES.' The legend is f DUM: SPIRO SPERO.' 

" ExPLANATION. Hope is dressed in a transparent vest, by the Latins 
called a • mvlticulum,' from the fineness of its tissue. She draws back 
her garment, that it may not incumber her in her march j for she is 
always advancing, it being natural for Hope to press forward to her 
proper objects. She holds a. laurel flower in her hand, because, as a 
flower, it is not only a natural ornament for her, but is also a native 
of our State, and an emblem of success. Victory, and their attendant 
safety, present objects of Hope. By seeing her on a rock, we re­
member tha.t our hope is well founded, and that her having passed a. 
rugged and steep ascent is an allusion to the great difficulties we have 
surmounted, by having pressed forward to our natural objects with 
Hope; as the smooth and gentle ascent before her intimates that we 
now see our way clearly, and have a prospect of an easier road, by 
which we may arrive at a possession of the rights of humanity. And 
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although the way is strewed with the arms of an enemy, alluding to the 
nature of our advance to empire, yet Hope proceeds forward with con· 
ftdence, an emblem of the disposition of the people of South Carolina." 

"The sun rising in full splendor alludes to the rising glory of AUler· 
ica in general, and of this State in particular i and as Hope is ani· 
mated by the sun's genial influence, and made gay and cheerful by a 
view of its lustre, so it is hinted that we are invigorated by the effects 
of our success, and that, recollecting our illustrious actions, we will 
cheerfully proceed on the road of honor. 

"The word in the tM'gon gives the idea of the device, and the 
legend is applicable as well to this as to our constancy in proceeding 
to establish the State." 1 

GEORGIA. - In 1879, Georgia adopted for a Bag one having a per­
pendicular blue bar from top to bottom next to the staff, with three 

horizontal bars, red, white, and red. 2 As near 
a revival of the stars and bars of the first flag of 
the Southern confederacy as they well could get. 

The charter of the colony of Georgia, J ulle 9, 
1732, granted by George II. to "the trustees 
for establishing the cdlony of Georgia, author. 
ized them to exercise certain acts of sovereign 
power under a common seal," and, accordingly, 

Alma or GeorgIa. at their first meeting, held in July, 1732, a seal 
was adopted. It was formed of two faces, - one for legislative acts, 
deeds, and commissions j and the other, "the common seal," as it was 
called, "to be affixed to grants, orders, certificates," &c. 

The device upon the one was two figures resting upon urns, repre. 
senting the rivers Savannah and Altamaha, the northeastern and 
southwestern boundaries of the province, between which the Genius 
of the Colony was seated, with a cap of liberty on her head, a spear 
in one hand and a cornucopia in the other, with the inscription, 
II COLONIA GEORGIA AUG." 

On the other face was a representation of silk-worms, some begin. 
ning and others completing their labors, which were characterized by 
the motto, " Non sibi, sed aliis." This inscription announced the 00. 

1 Drayton's Hemoin, vol. ii. p. 872. The arms were deeigDed by William HeDlJ 
Drayton, and the original, executed by him with a pen, is in the poaseasion of his !lOll, 

but contains more devices. The rel1erM of the arms ill said to have been designed by 
Arthur Middleton. 

t Report of Committee to Georgia Legislature. 
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neficent disposition and disinterested motives of the trustees, while in 
the device they had in view the production of silk, which was to be 
the special object of the new colony. 

On the 19th of December, 1751, the trustees, unable to defray the 
expenses of the colony, surrendered all their rights and powers under 
the charter of the crown, and the colony passed under the control of 
the .. Board of Trade and Plantations," acting under his Majesty, of 
which the Earl of Halifax was then the head. 

On the 21st of June, 1754, the king in council directed a silver 
seal to be made for the colony, bearing on one side a figure represent­
ing the Genius of the Colony offering a skein of silk to the king, 
with the motto, " Dine laudem, sperate coloni," and around the circum­
ference, If SIGILLUM PROVINC& NOSTILE GEORGLB IN AMERICA;" and on 
the obverse, his Majesty's arms, crown, garter, supporters, and motto, 
with the inscription, "GeorgiUB IL Die Gratit.e Magna BritanniOJ et 
Lu'lU'l&bergi Du, Sacri Rmn.ani Imperii AreAi TktsaurariUB et Elector." 

The great seal of Georgia, adopted by the convention in 1777, had 
on one side a scroll, whereon was engraved, .. The Constitution of tbe 
State of Georgia," and the motto, "Pro bon.o publico." On the other 
side, an elegant house and other buildings, with sheep and cattle; a 
river running through the same, with a ship under full sail, and the 
motto, " Deus nobis MC otia fecit." 

After the formation of the third constitution, in 1798, a new seal 
was thought desirable, and one was adopted, by an act for its altera­
tion, as follows:-

.. The great seal shall be made of silver, &Ild the size of two and a 
quarter inches in diameter." The device shall be as follows: .. On one 
side a view of the seashore, with a ship bearing the Bag of the United 
States riding at anchor near a wharf, receiving on board hogsheads of 
tobacco and bales of cotton, emblematic of the exports of the State; 
at a small dist&nce a ~t landing from the interior of the State, with 
hogsheads, &c., on board, representing her interual traffic; in the back 
part of the same side a man plowing, and at a small dist&nce a Bock 
of sheep in different postures, shaded by a flourishing tree. The 
motto on this side, ' Agriculture and Commerce, 1799.' 

"The other side to contain three pillars supporting an arch, with 
the word ' CONSTITUTION' engraven within the same, emblematic of 
the constitution supported by the three departments of government, 
viz. the legislative, judicial, and executive. The first pillar to have 
engraven on its base 'Wisdom,' the second 'Justice,' and the third 
, Moderation.' On the right of the last pillar a man standing with a 
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drawn sword, representing the aid of the military in defence of the 
Constitution. The motto, • State oj Georgia, 1799,''' 

The law further directed. the old seal to be broken up in the pres­
ence of his Excellency the Governor. 

On the 5th of December, 1799, a supplementary act was passed. 
and received the approval of the Governor, which stated that, inas­
much as the law respecting the devices on the side which had the 
pillars could not be completely carried out, as an impression of the 
words on the pillars .. would be illegible or unintelligible," so much of 
the law as related to them was repealed, .. and the great seal, as now 
deposited and in operation in the Secretary of State's office, with the 
words • Wisdom,' • Justice,' and • Moderation' engraven in a wreath on 
the separate pillars, emblematic of the several departments of the gov­
ernment, be, and is hereby sanctioned, ratified, and declared the great 
seal of Georgia." 

The same act ratified all papers that had been sealed previously 
with this seal, and the same has continued to be the seal and arms 
of Georgia down to the present time. 

FLORIDA. - In 1867, the Secretary of State wrote me: "We have 
no State flag; the only flag we recognize is that of the stars and stripes 
which floats from the top of the State House," The State seal at that 
time, which had no particular history, was adopted in 1846, and rep­
resented a map of the peninsula of Florida, with vessels passing to 
and fro upon the sea to the westward of it. At the bottom of the 
seal a hill, with palm, olive, oak. Legend," STATE OF FLORIDA." 
The seal was two and three-fourths inches in diameter, and had for 
its motto, "God is our trust." 1 Under its present constitution, it 
has adopted a white flag blazoned with the State arms; viz., .. An 
Indian upon a bank, scattering flowers; the sun sinking or rising 
behind distant hills; a river in the middle-ground with a side-wheel 
steamer. The flag is six feet six inches by six feet." I 

The State Constitution adopted in 1838 directs,-
.. There shall be a seal of the State which shall be kept by the 

Governor, and used by him officially, with such devices as the Gover­
nor first elected may direct, and the present seal of the TelTitory shall 
be the seal of the State, until otherwise directed by the General As­
sembly," The Constitution was framed in 1838, but Florida was not 
adopted into the Union until March, 1845. 

1 Letter of Benjamin F. Allen, Secretary of , State. 
I Letter of I. F. Barnard, Nov. 16, 1871. 
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On Wednesday. Dec. 2, 1846. the committee on the Executive De­
partment reported to the Senate,-

II That his Excellency the Governor has placed in their hands the 
seal which he has prepared. and the committee submit the same for 
the inspection of the Senate; OJ and further recommended a resolution. 
which was adopted, that the seal prepared by the direction of his 
Excellency. William D. Moseley, first Governor elected (representing 
a map of Florida), be approved and adopted, which was accordingly 
done; and that seal was continued in use until the adoption of the 
present Constitution. 

The seal of Florida now in use is about two and a quarter inches in 
diameter. and has for devices in the foreground an Indian scattering 
flowers; in the middle-ground is a river. on which a paddle-wheeled 
steamboat is seen ascending; in the background is a range of moun­
tains, behind which a sun is setting or rising (1), and a cocoa-nut tree 
ont of all proportion with the rest of the surroundings. Around the 
seal is the legend, .. GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA," and motto. 
"In God we Trust," both in Roman capitals, two stars argent divid­
ing the legend from the motto. 

ALABAlfA. - The old seal of Alabama. was a rude outline map of 
the State displayed on a tree, withont legend or motto. 

The present seal was adopted by an act of the General Assembly 
of the State, Dec. 29, 1868, and is thus officially described in 
the Governor's proclamation, March 23, 1869: "The seal is in 
the form of a circle, and two and a quarter inches in diameter; 
near the edge is the word ' ALABAMA,' and opposite, at the same dis­
tance from the edge, are the words' GREAT SEAL.' In the centre of 
the seal an eagle is represented with raised wings alighting upon the 
national shield, with three alTOWS in his left talon. The eagle holds 
in his beak a streamer, on which immediately over the wings are the 
words, "HERE WE REST." The crest-word, which gives name to the 
State, signifies" The land of rest." 1 

I have no information concerning the State flag or colors. 

MISSISSIPPL - The State of Mississippi has never had a separate 
or distinctive flag. Up to Oct. 20, 1795, it was a Spanish province; 
on that day, a treaty was signed at Madrid, by which its territory was 
relinquished to the United States. On the 29th of Februal'Y, 1797. 
the stars and stripes were, for the first time, displayed at Natchez,. 

1 Letter of P. Ragland, Scc:retary of State, May 20, 1873. 
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Hon. J. F. H. Claiborne wrote me, under date, Natchez, March 15, 
1879: "They float there now. Our people have been associated with 
them on many fields of glory, as our fathers were before us, and our 
daily prayer is, that they may float for ages to come, over a free and 
united country, - the one great and indivisible republic,1t 1 

The seal and arms of Mississippi are simply an American eagle 
with outspread wings, occupying the entire surface of a silver circular 
field. In the right talon of the eagle is a bundle of four arrows, and 
the left talon holds an olive branch fruited. Around the outer circle 
of .the seal is the legend, "THE GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF MISSIS­
SIPPI," in Roman capitals; a silver six-pointed star in the base. The 
diameter of the seal is two inches. 

LoUISIANA. - On the 21st of January, 1861, a flag with fifteen stars, 
representing the number of slave States, was raised on the dome of the 

capitol of Louisiana at Baton Rouge when the 
legislature was in session, and on the 26th, 
when Louisiana seceded and adopted the ordi­
nance of secession, Governor Moore entered 
the hall with a military officer bearing a pelican 
flag, which was placed in the hands of Presi­
dent Mouton. The State flag of Louisiana, 
taken from the State House at Baton Rouge in 

.Arms 01 Louisiana. 1862, was of blue bunting, with a large white 
star in the centre, and a pelican feeding its young from its own breast 
painted upon it. The flag hoisted on the revenue-cutter McCleland, 
when she was traitorously surrendered at New Orleans to the rebels, 
and which is now in the possession of the Rev. Morgan Dix, was an 
ordinary French tricolored ensign, with a circle of seven stars in the 
blue bar. Subsequently, the convention adopted as the State flag of 
Louisiana a flag of thirteen horizontal stripes, - four blue, six white, 
and three red, commencing with the blue at the top, and alternating 
with the white. The union was red, with its sides equal to the width 
of the seven upper stripes, and resting on a white stripe; in its centre 
was a single pale, yellow, five-pointed star. I have been unable to 
ascertain what flag or colors, if any, the State has adopted or put into 
use since the ci viI war. 

The seal of Louisiana is circular, and one and three-q uarter inches 
in diameter. On its white or silver circular shield is represented a 
pelican standing on her nest filled with young ones in the attitude of 

1 Letters, Bon. J. F. H. Claibome, lIarch 13 and April 21, 1879. 
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protection and defence, and in the act of feeding them, all sharing alike 
her maternal assiduity. This device occupies the whole of the shield. 
Over the head of the bird hang the scales of justice evenly balanced, 
and a circle of eighteen stars around the upper part of the shield sig­
nifies the number of States in the Union in 1812, at the time of the 
admission of Louisiana. Over these stars, on the outer ~ae of the 
shield, is the motto, " Union, Justice, and Confidence," and around 
the lower edge the legend, "STATE OF LoUISIANA;" both the motto 
and legend are in Roman capital letters, and separated by two white 
five-pointed stars. 

TEXAS was first settled in 1792. In 1827, the united forces of 
the districts of Nacogdoches and Aysh Bayou declared the prov­

AnIII of Taus. 

ince of Texas free and independent of Mexico, 
and hoisted a flag with the words 'Liberty 
and independence' upon it. The flag consisted 
of a red and white stripe, emblematic of the 
union between the red and white men; and 
a red and white cockade was adopted, a treaty 
having been entered into between the Nacog .. 
doches independents and the chiefs of twenty­
three tribes of Indians. These revolutionists 

christened the new republic "The Republic of Fredonia." 1 It was 
evidently short-lived. Texas continued a part of the territory of 
Mexico until 1836, when, by a revolution, she became an independent 
State. 

Mrs. W. G. Venson, who died at Crawford in 1879, claimed that 
she gave Texas the lone star on its coat of arms. In the summer of 
1835, she made a flag containing a large single star, and presented it 
to a regiment. It was first unfurled on the 8th of January, 1836. 

A letter from a young volunteer, dated at Camp Fannin, Rio Brazos, 
Jan. 28, 1836, states:-

"Yesterday our battalion was paraded, marched into town, drawn 
up in line opposite to the flag-staff, and at the firing of a signal cannon 
a flag containing a single star and the stripes, and the word Indepen­
denee, was run up by the hands of Mr. Hartwell Walker (son of Wil­
liam Walker, Esq., of Portsmouth, N. H.), who took so conspicuous a 
part in the capture of San Antonio de Bexar. He is now the sailing 
master of the schooner of war Invincible. At the moment our flag 
was run up our battalion presented arms, and fired a volley in salute. 

1 Philadelphia Gazette, Feb. 8, 1827,·and Nacbitochee Courier, Dec. 26, 1826. 

• 
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Meantime the steamboat Yellowstone, fourteen days from New Or­
leans, crowded with volunteers, appeared in the offing, and came up 
the river as the flag was hoisted. We counter-marched and formed. a 
line on the beach, and, as she passed, presented arms, fired a volley, 
and cheered; a cannon from the shore and the boat, and three 
cheers from the passengers, answered and joined in the salute aM 
welCO'lll.e." 1 

The national standard of the republic of Texas, adopted Dec. 10, 
1836, was of "an azure ground, with a large golden star central." 
Another flag in use, the same year, had a plain red ground with a 
five-pointed white star in the centre, and the letters T. E. X. A. S. in 
white between the points. The national flag adopted Jan. 25,1839, 
had a blue perpendicular stripe next the staff, one-third the width of 
the whole length of the flag, with a white five-pointed star in its 
centre, the fly of the flag being divided into two horizontal stripes of 
equal breadth, the upper stripe white, the lower red. The naval flag 
adopted Apri19, 1836, was the same as our national stars and stripes, 
excepting that the Union had but one white star. Auxiliary flags 
were authorized to be adopted by the President, but there is no record 
of any having been used.1I 

Since her admission into the Union, Texas has legalized no State 
flag. 

During the struggle with Mexico, Texas adopted as an official seal a 
white or silver star of five points on an azure field, encircled by branches 
of live oak and olive. Around the outer circle were the words, " RE­
PUBLIC OF TEXAS," in Roman capital letters. The live oak (quercul 
t7irens), which abounds in the forests of Texas, is a strong and durable 
timber much used. in ship-building, and forming an important article 
of export. 

The present seal and arms of Texas, as established by law, is as 
follows:-

"The said seal shall be a star of five points encircled by an olive 
and live oak branches, and the words, «THE SUTE OF TEXAS.'" 

ARKANSAS, as formed from the French territory of the Louisiana 
Purchase, was admitted into the Union in 1836. It obtained its 
name in 1812 from the name of its principal river, which is derived 
from the Indian word Kansas, cr smoky water," with the French prefix 
of .Arc, a " bow." 

1 Philadelphia newspaper. 
I Letter of John A. Green, Secretary of State, Sept. 27, 1866. 
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The arms and seal of this State, adopted by an act of the General 
Assembly, approved May 3,1864, are thus described in it:-

" An eagle at the bottom, holding a scroll in 
its beak, inscribed 'Regnant populi,' a bun­
dle of arrows in one claw, and an olive branch 
in the other; a shield, covering the breast of 
the eagle, engraved with a steamboat at top, a 
beehive and plow in the middle, and a sheaf of 
wheat at the bottom; the Goddess of Liberty 
at the top, holding a wreath in her right hand, 

Arma of Am- a pole in her left hand, surmounted by a lib-
erty cap, and surrounded by a circle of stars, outside of which is a 
circle of rays; the figure of an angel on ~e left, inscribed 'MERCY,' 
a sword on the right hand, inscribed 'JUSTICE,' surrounded with the 
words, 'SEAL OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS.' 

" All official seals in the State shall present the same impressions, 
emblems, and devices presented by the seal of the State. 

"The State seal is two inches in diameter." 
Such is the law; but artists have taken considerable liberty with 

the devices, a specimen of which is shown in the illustration. 
I have also an official engraving of the seal in which the shield is 

supported on the breast of an American eagle, with the olive branch 
and arrows in his talons, and the motto, " Regnant populi," on a scroll 
issuing from his beak, and twined around one of his wings. The figure 
of Liberty is standing in a cloud above the eagle's head, with a semi­
circle of thirteen stars over her head The figure of Mercy is holding up 
the shield on the eagle's breast, and the word" Mercy" is in a scroll 
over her head. The sword, inscribed "Justice" on its blade, has its 
point towards the shield, and its hilt rests against the circle, on which 
is the legend, " SEAL OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS," in Roman capitals: 

TENNESSEE. - No State flag has been adopted by law by Tennessee. 
The volunteer forces of the State have been accustomed to carry such 
regimental colors or flags as may have pleased their fancy. "In the 
good old !lays before the Rebellion the stars and stripes were con­
sidered all that the volunteers needed to wave o\"er them." 1 

The devices on both the seal and coat of arms were adopted hy 
the convention of 1796, the year Tennessee was admitted into the 

1 Letters, W. I. Fletcher, Secretary of State, Dee. 8,1866; J. Berrien Lindsley, See· 
retary of Tenneaaee Historical Society, Jan. 16, 1880. Letter, Governor of Tenneuee, 
Jan. 81, 1867. 
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Union. The name" Ten-as-se" is said to signify a curved spoon, and 
is derived from the Indian name for the river, -" The river with the 
big bend" 

The seal is circular, with a white field, the upper half of which is 
occupied on the right by a plow, on the centre by a sheaf of wheat, 

aud on the left by a stalk of cotton. Under­
neath these emblems, extending across the en­
tire middle field, is the word " AGRICULTIi'RB. .. 
denoting that the first reliance of the State 
should be upon products of the soil 'The 
lower half is occupied by a loaded barge, with 
the word u COlrlMERCE" below the water, indi­
cating that the prosperity of all may be pro-

~ of TeDD_ moted through this means, Over the sheaf or 
wheat are the numerals "XVI," denoting that this was the sixteenth 
State admitted into the Union. Around the border is the legend, 
" THE GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, • 1796.· .. 

KENTUCKY, - There is no law prescribing a State flag,. but the one 
universally adopted by the militia and volunteer forces is a blue silk 

flag of regulation dimensions, with a blue fringed 
border, and the State arms and motto painted 
in the centre, also a scroll, bearing the name 
of the regiment and arm of the service be­
neath,2 

Kentucky was so named in 1792 for its 
principal river. 

The original design for the State seal as COD-

ArmIotKentueky. templated by law, says the Adjutant-General, 
in a letter dated Feb. 17, 1867, has never been correctly executed. 

I am indebted to Colonel John Mason Brown, of Frankfort, whose 
grandfather was one of those selected by the legislature to present a 
design for the State coot of arms, for the following description of it. 

The act providing a seal adopted by the first legislature of the 
State, Dec. 20, 1792, has never been changed by law, and was as 
follows:-

"Be it enacted by the General Assembly that the Governor be em­
powered, and is hereby required, to provide, at the public charge, a 
seal for 'this Commonwealth, and procure the same to be engra\'ed 
with the following device, viz. :-

1 See note on p. 655. I D. W. Lindsay, AdjutaDt·Genernl, Feb. 15, ISH. 

Digitized by Goo~ Ie _ 
~ _. 



STATE SEALS, ARHS, FLAGS, AND COLORS. 639 

"Two friends embracing, with the name of the State over their 
heads, and around about them the following motto, • United we MM, 
divided we faU: .. 

Colonel Brown had it by tradition from his grandfather, the Hon. 
John Brown, first United States Senator from Kentucky, that t.he 
original intent of the seal was to represent two friends in hunter's 
garb, their right hands clasped, their left resting on each other's shoul­
ders, their feet on the verge of a precipice, which gave significance to 
the legend. Unfortunately, the engraving of the State has uniformly 
been intrusted to mere type-foundry die-sinkers, devoid of taste, edu­
cation, or ideas of art. As a consequence, the present burlesque figures. 

The impression of the present seal represents two gentlemen in 
dress-coats, apparently shaking hands. Over their heads are thirteen 
stars arranged in a semicircular line, and the legend, .. SEAL OF KBN­
TUCKY." Around the lower part of the Beal in a scroll is the motto, 
" United we stand, divided we fall." The diameter of the seal is one 
and three-fourths of an inch. 

The device upon the military commissions issued by the State rep­
resents the two hunters, and the motto in a scroll flying from the beak 
of an American eagle over their heads, while a log cabin, an iron-clad. 
steamer, guns, a mortar, two soldiers, American flags, &c., support the 
shield. 

Omo has no legally authorized S,tate flag. The militia of the 
State in the Indian wars and in the war of 1812, and the Ohio troops 

AmI. ot Ohio. 

in the national service during the war with 
Mexico and in the civil war, carried the stars 
and stripes. The regimental colors differed 
from the ordinary flag only in having a large 
eagle, with the number of the regiment and 
the prescribed number of stars above.1 

Ohio was 80 called in 1802 from its south­
ern boundary. The word is Indian, and means 
, beautiful' 

The constitution provided that there should be a great seal of the 
State, but for sixty years there was no legislative act ordering one.1 

This oversight in legislation is singular, and that the fact should have 
remained unknown for more than half a century, that there was no 

1 Letter, William H. Smith, Secretary of State, Dec. 29, 1866. 
• The annual report of the Secretary of State for 1865 eontaina an historical and 

deecriptive account of the pat aeal of Ohio, from which this is eondeDBed. 
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law establishing the identity of that which among nations is regarded 
as the highest evidence of the authenticity of the acts of the Execu­
tive, is not a little remarkable. 

On the 25th of MarCh, 1803, the first General .Assembly of the 
State of Ohio enacted" that the Secretary of State shall procure a seal 
two inches in diameter for the use of the State, a seal for the Supreme 
Court and each clerk thereof, one and three-fourths of an inch in 
diameter, and one for each county, an inch and a half in diameter; 
and on all these seals was to be engraved the following device:-

U On the right side near the bottom a sheaf of wheat, and on the 
left a bundle of seventeen arrows, both standing erect; in the back­
ground, and rising above the sheaf and arrows, a mountain, over which 
shall appear a rising sun." The State seal to be surrounded by these 
.words: .. THE GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF Omo." 

About two years later, Feb. 19, 1805, an act was passed repealing 
,the above act, and enacting another law on the subject, which omit­
ted, however, all provision for a State seal. Subsequently, in 1831, 
.the law of 1805 was 'repealed, and nothing enacted in place of it 
save a single clause, that the Secretary should procure a seal for 
each organized county, where the same had not been done already, 
.. of the same description and device as those procured for other 
counties." 

Without any legalized form, and left to tlle capriciousness of taste, 
it was not long before the simple device of the first General Assembly 
for a State seal was modified. A favorite device seemed to be, on the 
foreground a sheaf of wheat and a bundle of arrows, sometimes stand­
ing erect, sometimes recumbent; in the background a range of moun­
tains, over which appeared a rising sun; at the foot of the mountains, 
and between them and the sheaf and arrows, flowed a stream, "La, 
belle Ri?Ji~re," of course, on the bosom of which floated a 'broad-hom,' 
a boat familiar to pioneer history. But this ceased in time to be at­
tractive. Less than a quarter of a century after Ohio was admitted 
into the Union, when the vast scheme of internal improvements was 
inaugurated, the Ohio River, in the devices of the seal, became a canal, 
and the 'broad-horn' gave place to a canal-boat. In some of the 
seals the sheaf of wheat alone occupies the left bank of the canal, and 
the arrows, reduced to tlu-ee in number, vainly attempt to obscure 
the rays of the sun rising over the mountains. Mr. Smith, the Sec­
retary of State, who made these researches, considering there was no 
law ·on the subject, and the size of the seal was inadequate for the 
proper representation of the devices, recommended U new legislation 
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on the subject, and an entirely new device, or a revision of the old 
one," and stated there had been a total lack of art and good taste in 
the official papers of the State, as compared with the elegant docu­
ments received from other States. 

The original device for the great seal of Ohio, though unattractive 
to the eye, was appropriate, and replete with historic interest and 
sentiment. The sheaf of wheat on the right imported the great agri­
cultural advantAorres, - the chief source of wealth of the new State ; 
the bundle of seventeen arrows on the left the union of the States,­
Ohio being the seventeenth admitted, - also symbolizing strength and 
authority. The seventeen States united in one general head, thus 
bound together possessing power sufficient to resist all opposition; 
the rising sun appearing over a range of mountains indicated the po­
sition of Ohio, the first State bom of the immortal ordinance of 1787. 
In the light of to-day, this simple device is a wonderful history. In 
1865, or but little more than half a century, Ohio had become in popu­
lation and wealth the third State of the Union, and relatively the 
equal of any in the appliances of civilization, - in what constitutes 
the moral wealth of a people. 

.. From a time long anterior to the time when the engraved devices 
of the Lacedemonians were brought into use, to the present, the wit­
ness of a seal has been essential to all transactions. It is the higheR 
evidence of authority, and its assurance that whatever it authenticates 
is a deliberate and considered act." 

Such being the fact, says Mr. Smith in his report, and the constitu­
tion requiring a seal, the importance of a fixed law upon the seal of 
the State could not be questioned; and, in accordance with his sug­
gestions, a law was enacted on the 6th of April, 1866, to go into effect 
on the 1st of July, which directed .. that the coat of arms of the State 
of Ohio shall consist of the following device:-

" A shield, upon which shall be engraved on the left; in the fore­
ground a bundle of seventeen arrows; to the right of the arrows a 
sheaf of wheat, both standing erect; in the background, and rising 
above the sheaf and arrows, a range of mountains, over which shall 
appear a rising sun; between the base of the mountains and the 
arrows and sheaf in the left; foreground, a river shall be represented 
flowing towards the right foreground. Supporting the shield on the 
right shall be the figure of a farmer, with implements of &otrriculture 
and sheaves of wheat standing erect and recumbent, and in the distance 
locomotive and train of cars; supporting the shield on the left; shall 
be the figure of a smith, with anvil and hammer, and in the distance, 

'1 
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water with a steamboat. At the bottom of the shield there shall be a 
motto, in these words, • Imperium in I11~perio: .. 

The second section of the same act provides that the great seal shall 
be two and one-half inches in diameter, on which shall be inscribed 
the device within the shield, surrounded with the legend, .. THE GIlEAT 

SEAL OF THE STATE OF OHIO." 

The seals of the supreme court and counties are smaller, with the 
same devices and appropriate legends. 

MICHIGAN.-No part of the United States has been under so many 
national standards as Michigan. It has been governed by three sov­

ereignties, and five times its flag has been 
changed. It was under the flag of France 
from 1622 to 1760, and under the flag of 
England from 1760 to 1796. In that year 
the stars and stripes were raised at Detroit 
by Captain Porter, commanding a detachment 
of Wayne's army. At the sunender of Hull 
at Detroit, in 1812, the flag of England was 

.Anna of J4lchigID. again hoisted. In 1813, Perry's victory on 
Lake Erie resulted in restoring Michigan to the Union, and the star­
spangled banner floated once more on her shores and lakes. Feb. 23, 
1837, Stevens T. Mason, the first Governor of Michigan, presented to 
the Brady Guard of Detroit a flag, now in the possession of the State, 
having on one side the devices and inscriptions of the State seal, with 
a Brady Guard and lady; on the reverse, his own portrait. This was 
the first flag bearing the State arms, and was carried by the first 
uniformed company of militia in the State. 

From that time forth, numerous flags and banners were in use on 
which were the State arms, with various devices and emblems; but 
unti11865 there had been adopted no official flag of the State. In 
that year, a flag combining the State and national arms, recommended 
by John Robinson, adjutant-general, and approved by the Governor, 
was made in Philadelphia in June, and was first unfurled at the lay­
ing of the corner-stone of the monument in the Soldiers' National 
Cemetery at Gettysburg, July 4, 1865. It is now the recogoUed 
standard of Michigan, and is carried by its regiments side by side with 
the stars and stripes. 

The flag is made up on one side of the State arms on a blue fieltl, 
with the appropriate inscription, .. Si qucm-i8 ptni7l.8Ulam a11U.mam cit'­
Ctll11I.8pice," "If you seek a pleasant peninsula, look around you," and 
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with the significant motto on the shield, "Tue1xw," .. I will defend'" 
On the reverse side, the arms of the United States, with the motto, 
" E PlurilnuJ Unum." 1 

The Secretary of State wrote me in 1866, he had often searched the 
State archives to find something of the early history of the State seal, 
but without success. Michigan applied for admission into the Union 
Jan. 25, 1833, but was not admitted until Jan 26, 1837. Its name is 
derived from the lake which bears from its shape the Indian name 
for a fish weir or trap j but another authority says the English mean­
ing of the Indian word is .. a great lake." 

The present State seal was adopted and in use in 1835, when 
Michigan was still a Territory. The seal is two and one:-half inches in 
diameter. The device on the shield appears to be a hunter, armed 
iu the foreground, with his back towards a mountain, and a rising sun, 
iu the background; or, it may be, a hunter standing on a point of 
land, surrounded by a prairie, and looking towards the setting sun. 
At the top of the shield is the word .. Tue1xw j" underneath it, in a 
scroll, is the motto, "Si Qllma PeninBUlam A 17IaMm Circumspice." 
The shield is supported on each side by two stags rampant. The crest 
is the American eagle, standing on a scroll, with the motto, "E Plu-' 
ribus Unum," in a scroll over his head. Around the seal is the legend, . 
"THE GREAT SEAL or THE STATE or MICHIGAN, A.D. JlDCCCXXXV." 

INDIANA has no legally authorized State flag. .. A State flag' 
There is no such piece of bunting in existence. The buffalo and the 

wood-chopper on the State seal are the best 
we have, and they have never as yet got on 
canvas, their chief duty being to properly 
guard and cherish the official documents is­
sued under the gubernatorial hand. State leg­
islatures bave been remiss in giving Indiana a . 
State flag." I 

Indiana was admitted into the Union in 
AnDs or J...ua- 1816, and takes its name from the Indians. . 

The State seal is circular. In the lower portiou is represented a 
scene of prairie and woodland, with the surface undulating, descriptive 
of the predominant features of the State. In the foreground is a buf­
falo, an animal once abounding in great numbers in this regiOD. 

1 Letter, Governor Charles H. Caswen.. March 8, 1879, accoIDIlILnying book on I Flags. 
or llichigan.· 

I IndianRpolia News, MarcIl, 1879. 
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apparently startled by the axe of the woodman or pioneer, who is 
seen on the left felling the trees of the forest, describing the march of 
civilization westward. In the distance, on the right, is seen the sun 
first appearing above the verge of the horizon. In a half-eircle span­
ning this scene is the legend, II INDIANA STATE SEAL." Around the 
outer margin of the whole is a plain green border, surrounded by a 
simple black line. . 

ILLINOIS has never adopted a State flag, but makes use of the na­
tional colors on all occasions. The devices upon the regimental colors 

of the State militia have varied with the taste 
of their donors, or are at the caprice of the reg­
imental officers'! 

During the civil war, many of the regiments 
carried, besides the national ensign, a regimen­
tal color, generally presented to them; but two 
of these have the State arms, the others have 
various designs, vi~ :-

Arma or IUlJloI&. A blue field, with Governor Yates in the 
centre; the same, with Lincoln in the centre; many \vith the Ameri­
can eagle and motto. Sometimes a national flag was presented, in­
scribed with the names of the battles in which the regiment had been 
engagedl 

Illinois was admitted as a State Dec. 3, 1818. It is named for its 
principal river, and the name is said to signify the • river of men.' 

There is no legal description of the State seal of Illinois. In 1819, 
the Secretary of State was ordered to procure one, but the law pre­
scribed no design. The seal in use is two inches in diameter, and 
bears around its circumference the legend, II SEAL OF THE STATE or 
ILLINOIS, - Aug. 26l~ 1818.-" In the centre, an American spread 
eagle perched on au American shield; back of the shield and helping 
to support it, an olive branch. In its beak a scroll, containing the 
motto, .. State Sovereignty-National Union." The dates 1867-1818 
appear on a rock to the left of the eagle, and a rising sun gilds the 
backgrouud on the left. 

The State arnlS are, by law, an eagle sitting on a boulder in a 
prairie. A rising sun in the background. Motto, in a scroll from the 
beak of the eagle, " State &m"eign"'!1- Naeimlal Union." 

When the State was first organized, the Governor's private seal 
was used 

1 Letten, H. HUlinrd, Adjutant.Oenerul, HAl'Ilh 3 and 10, 187~. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



STATE SEALS, ARMS, FLAGS, AND COLORS. 645 

In 1867, the • Chicago Tribune' said: II It is proposed to • renew' 
the State seal of Illinois, from which we infer that the present die 
is worn out, and that a new one must be procured. The motto 
upon the seal is 'State Sovereignty - National Union.' It appears 
to us that this. is a favorable time for changing the motto, and 
adapting it to existing facts. There is no such thing as • State 
sovereignty' in this country. Illinois has sent more than two hun­
dred thousand soldiers into the field within five years to overthrow 
and expunge the very idea of State sovereignty. Sovereignty implies 
the power to do every thing that a government may do,- the power 
to coin money, to conclude treaties, to make war and peace, and to 
secede from the Union. The Rebellion was instituted upon the 
theory of State sovereignty. It was crushed by the opposite theory. 
Let the 'lost cause' cease to be emblazoned upon the State seal of 
lllin . " 018. 

MISSOURI. - The flag used by the militia of Missouri bas the arms 
of the State blazoned on a white field. 

Missouri was so called in 1821, when it 
was admitted into the Union, from its principal 
river, the word meaning • muddy water.' 

The seal of the State is prescribed by an 
act, approved Jan. 11, 1822, as follows:-

II Be it MUlcted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Missouri, that the device for an 
armorial achievement for the State of Missouri 

.AIIIII of IUuoarf. shall be as follows, to wit: _ 
II ARMS parted per pale; on the dexter side gules, the white or grizzly 

bear of Missouri passant gardant pro[JM", on a chief engrailed azure, 
a crescent argent j on the sinister side argent, the arms of the United 
States; the whole within a band inscribed with the words, • UNITED 
WE STAND, DIVIDED WE FALL.' 

II FOR THE CREST. Over a helmet full-faced grated with six bars 
or, a cloud pro[JM", from which ascends a star argent, and above it a 
constellation of twenty-three smaller stars argent, on an azure field 
surrounded by a cloud 1fI"OPtI" • 

.. SUPPORTERS. On each side a white or grizzly bear of Missouri 
rampant gardant proper, standing on a scroll inscribed with the 
motto, • SalU8 populi 8'UprWta la uto,' and under the scroll the DU­

mericalletters • MDCCCxx.' 

II And the great seal of the State shall be so engraved as to present. 
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by its impression the device of the armorial achievement aforesaid, 
surrounded by a scroll inscribed with the words, 'THE GREAT SIUL or 
THE STATE OF MISSOURI,' in Roman capitals, which seal shall be in a 
circular form, and not more than two and one-half inches in diameter." 

The act was to be in force from its passage. 

low A. - The Secretary of Iowa, in 1866, wrote me: "This State 
has no State flag other than the stars and stripes, a large interest in 
which she claims." 

Iowa was admitted into the Union Dec. 26, 1846. It was named 
for its principal river, its Indian name mean­
ing , the sleepy or drowsy ones.' 

By an act of the General Assembly, adopted 
Feb. 25, 1847, the Secretary of State was a1l­
thorized to procure a seal two inches in di­
ameter for the great seal of the State, "upon 
which shall be engraven the following device, 
surrounded by the words, 'THE GREAT SEAL 

AnnaolioWL OF THE STATE OF IOWA.' 
"A sheaf and field of standing wheat, with a sickle and other farm­

ing utensils; on the left side. near the bottom, a lead furnace and a 
pile of pig-lead; on the right side the citizen soldier, with a plow in 
his rear, supporting the American flag and liberty cap with his right 
hand, and his gun with his left in the centre and near the bottom; 
the Mississippi River in the rear of the whole, with the steamer Iowa 
under way; an eagle in the upper edge, holding in his beak a scroll, 
with the following inscription upon it: 'Our liberties we prize, and 0""' 

rights we will 11/'o'intain.' " 

WISCONSIN was under the government of France ninety-three 
years, under Great Britain twenty years, was governed by Virginia 

one year, by the Territory of Ohio 8ixteen years, 
by Indiana Territory nine years, and by Michi­
gan Territory eighteen years. She continued a 
Territory of the United States nearly twelve 
years, when. on the 13th of March, 1848, she 
became the thirtieth State of the Union, and 
was formally admitted May 29, 1848. 

In 1863, a State flag was- adopted, which is 
Anna or Wbcoum. of dark blue silk, with the arms of Wisconsin 

(with the words" E Pluribus Unum" left out) painted or embroideMl 
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on a gray background, surrounded by a circle with a gilt edge; the 
arms ofthe United States and the motto ff B PllllriJru,s Unum" being 
painted or embroidered on the other side.! 

The following is a copy of the joint resolution of the legislature of 
the State of Wisconsin establishing the flag :-

.. ReaolfJed, by the Senate, the Assembly concurring, that the follow­
ing be and is hereby adopted as the design for a State flag for the State 
of Wisconsin: -

"State flag to be of dark blue silk, with the arms of the State 
of Wisconsin painted or embroidered in silk on the obverse side, and 
the arms of the United States, as prescribed in paragraph 1435 of 
• New Army Regulations,' painted or embroidered in silk on the re­
verse side; the name of the regiment, when used as a regimental flag, 
to be in a scroll beneath the State arms . 

.. The size of the regimental colors to be six feet six inches fly, and 
six feet deep on the pike·; the length of pike for said colors, includ­
ing spear and ferrule, to be nine feet ten inches; the fringe, yellow; 
cords and tassels, blue and white silk intermixed. 

.. Approved March 25, 1863." 
Wisconsin was 80 called from its principal river, the Indian name 

meaning • wild rushing wave,' or channel. 
There is no official description of the arms and seal on file in the 

office of the Secretary of State. The seal as it exists in fact is two 
and a half inches in diameter, and is half surrounded with the legend, 
.. GREA.T SEAL OF THE STA.TE OF WISCONSIN." For its device it has 
a shield argent, on the centre of which is borne the shield of the 
United States arms, supported on the da:ter hand by an anchor, and 
on the sinister by the arm of a mechanic holding a hammer ready to 
strike. At the point or base of the shield is a spade and pickaxe 
crossed, and over them two stalks of grain; and over the shield of the 
United States arms in a scroll the motto, .. B Pluribus UnUl1t," and 
over it again a plow. The State shield is supported on the sinister 
hand by a sailor, and on the dexter hand by a laborer in his shirt­
sleeves, resting on a pick in his left hand, and with his right arm on 
the upper corner of the shield; at the point of the shield are two cor­
nucopias pouring out their treasures upon the earth, and around the 
lower half of the seal thirteen stars arranged in a single row. The 
ereat is a beaver standing on a roll, and over his back in a scroll the 
motto, .. Fqrward." 

1 Letters, Thom811 S. AlIen, Secretary of State, Sept. 19, 1866 j Governor William Eo 
Smith, March 3, 1879. 
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MINNESOTA. - There were no State flags carried by the Minnesota 
regiments during the civil war, as in the case of some other States, 

and no State colors have been adopted; but 
the volunteers from the State carried regi­
mental colors, battle-flags, &c. l 

Minnesota was admitted into the Union 
May 11, 1858. The name is Indian, and signi­
fies 'whitish water.' 

The great seal of the State was adopted in 
1858. The device is intended to represent the 

Alma 01 MlnDaota. encroachments of the domain of civilization 
upon that of the barbarians. As the white man appears with the 
plow, the red man recedes towards the setting sun. The gun resting 
on a stump is an indication of the transitional period, showing the 
partial necessity of guarding against an attack, and implying that 
the settler cannot as yet wholly rely upon agriculture as a means of 
support. The water-fall is merely a natural feature of Minnesota scen­
ery. Surrounding the seal is the legend, "THE GREAT SEAL OF THB 
STATE OF MINNESOTA, 1858," and over the landscape device, in a scroll 
the motto, " Btoilt du Nord." The seal is two inches in diameter. 

CALIFORNIA has adopted no State flag or regimental colors for her 
volunteer militia. The San Francisco Society of Pioneers has had in 

its possession for years what was supposed to 
be the identical bear flag hoisted by Fremont 
at Sonoma, in 1846; but recently General 
Joseph W . Revere, who with his own handa 
hauled down the flag, has claimed that the 
real original has ever since been in his p0sses­

sion. A" bear flag" was presented to the 
, California Hundred,' the first company organ-

Alma 01 CalIlomta. ized on the Pacific Coast for the war in the 
East, by Daniel Norcross, Esq., of San Francisco, prior to the departure 
of the company, Dec. 11, 1862. This flag was carried by the company 
through nearly three years of active service, including twenty-three 
general engagements, and under it three of the company commanders 
and many of the men were killed. On the arrival of the company in 
Massachusetts, an American flag was presented to it by Miss AbLie 
A. Lord, of Charlestown, Mass. It was never unfurled, except to 
enshroud the remains of the first company commander, Captain J. S. 

1 Letter froDl H. P. Van Cleve, Adjutant.General, Jau. 12, 1880. 
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Reed. These Bags are now in the possession of the Adjutant-General 
of California, having been presented to the State by George W. 
Fowle, Jr .• one of the • Hundred,' with a descriptive letter. signed by 
all the survivors of the company, dated II Camp of Cavalry Forces. 
Fairfax Court House, Va., July 20, 1865." The colors of the Eighth 
Infantry Regiment of California Volunteers were turned over to the 
State by Colonel A L Anderson, who commanded the regiment. They 
were never carried in battle.1 

California was admitted a State of the Union Sept. 9, 1850. The 
origin of the name is uncertain. It was given to it by the early 
Spanish discoverers. 

The arms of California represent in the foreground Minerva, with 
helmet, buckler, spear, and corselet, seated on a rock near the bank of 
an extensive bay or river which winds its course among the majestic 
mountains on either side. Her spear is grasped in the right hand 
erect, while the left rests ou the top of her shield by her side; at her 
feet, beside the shield, is a grizzly bear. significant of the snow region 
round about. On the right is a hardy miner with his pick seeking 
the golden treasures secreted among the rocks; along the centre is 
seen a majestic bay with two clipper ships in full view, indicating 
that commerce is one of the chief reliances of the people. Above the 
snow~lad mountains which bound the view are cumulus clouds and 
the Greek word .. Eureka," II I have found," and over all is a semi­
circle of thirty-one silver stars. Around the outer rim of the seal is 
the legend, "THE GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF CAUFORNIA." The 
seal is three and one-fourth inches in diameter. 

OREGON was admitted into the Union Feb. 14, 1859, and has no 
State flag. I 

Oregon has adopted for its anns and seal a shield, surrounded by 
the legend, "STATE OF OREGON, 1857," inside 
of which is a circle of stars equal to the num­
ber of States in the Union at the date of her 
admission; over the shield is the American 
eagle; at the base of the shield, sheaves of 
Wheat, a plow, rake, and pick; over these, in a 
scroll, II THE UNION," in Roman capitals. In 
the upper half of the shield there is a land-

Arma 01 Ore&ou. scape, with an emigrant wagon and deer in the 
foreground, and in the background a sea. with a steamship and brig 
wearing the American colors. Oregon was so called from the Indian 

1 Letter or Samuel H. Bacdu, Adjutant-General, Jan. 17. 1880. 
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name of its principal river, which signifies • river of the weat.' Ac­
cording to other authorities, the name is derived from (}nga1l0, the 
Indian name of a wild marjoram, which grows abundantly on the 
Pacific coast. The territorial seal was widely different from the State 
seal in its device, and had for motto, "Alii Volat Propis." 

KANsAS was admitted as a State Jan. 29, 1861, and has never 
adopted a State flag. The State arms have usually been placed on the 

regimental colors of the State troops.1 In tbe 
Adjutant-General's office there is a flag which 
is labelled, .. This is the only flag which was OD 

the battle-field when General Lyon was killed. 
It belonged to Company H, Second Regiment 
Kansas Volunteer Infantry. The brave Thomas 
Miller was killed and two other members of 
the company were wounded while conveying 

Alma or KaDIU. this grand old flag; but it was finaUy brought 
from the field, as you see it, - blood-stained, bullet-marked, tattered 
and torn. Wilson Creek, Aug. 10, 1861. 

"The flag was made by the Misses Emma R and Ellen E. Enos, of 
Lawrence, Kansas, and by them presented to Company D, of the 
Second Kansas, in June, 1861." 

Kansas is an Indian word, signifying • the smoky water.' 
The seal of the State as authorized by the legislature has the fql. 

lowing design and device:-
.. The east is represented by the rising sun on the right-hand 

corner of the seal; to the left of it, commerce is represented by a 
river and a steamboat. In the foreground, agriculture is represented, 
as the basis of the future prosperity of the State, by a settler's cabin, 
and a man plowing with a couple of horses; beyond this is a train of 
ox-wagons going west; in the middle-ground beyond is seen a herd 
of buffalo retreating, pursued by two Indians on horseback; around 
the top is the motto in the scroll, 'Ad Astra ptr Aspera,' and beneath it 
a cluster of thirty-four stars. The seal is surrounded by the legend, 
'GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF KANSAS, Jan. 29, 1861.' " 

The diameter of the seal is two and one-half inches. 

NEVADA has no State flag,but is proud to float the American stars 
and stripes.' 

1 Letter, Hon. F. G. Adams, Socretary or State, MArch 4, 1879. 
• Letters, C. W. Notemlln, Secretary or State, Dec. 22, 1866; lIitt Fras. Hodgkin­

eon, State Librnrian, Jan. 17, 1880. 
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Nevada, a part of ancient Louisiana, was formed from the Indian 
Territory in 1861, and admitted into the Union Oct. 31, 1864. It:.<J 
name is derived from the Spanish, signifying' white with snow.' 

The State Constitution of Nevada was adopted as early as Sept. 7, 
1864, and the seal now in use was virtually adopted at that time, and 
has been in use since; but it was not formally adopted by any legis­
lative enactment until Feb. 24, 1866. The design is, viz. -

"In the foreground two large mountains, at the base of which, on 
the right, there shall be located a quartz-mill, and on the left, a tun­
nel penetrating the silver leads of the mountain, with a miner running 
out a car-load of ore, and a team loaded with ore for the mill Im­
mediately in the foreground, there shall be emblems indicative of the 
agricultural resources of the State, as follows: a plow, a sheaf, and a 
sickle. In the middle-ground, a train of railroad cars passing a mountain 
gorge, also a telegraph line extending along the line of the railroad In 
the extreme background, a range of snow-clad mountains, with a rising 
SUD in the east. Thirty-six stars to encircle the whole group; in the 
outer circle the words, 'THB GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA,' to 
be engraven with these words for the motto of our State, 'All/or our 
Country.' The great seal measures three and a half inches in diameter." 

The State seal differs very widely from the territorial seal adopted 
by the territorial legislature Nov. 29, 1861, which is thus described:-

"Mountains, with a stream of water coursing down their sides, and 
falling on the overshot wheel of a quartz-mill at their base; a miner 
leaning on his pick and upholding a United States flag, with a motto 
expressing the two ideas of loyalty to the Union and the wealth to 
sustain it, 'Volens et Potem.' " 

NEBRASKA has never adopted any State colors. The flags carried 
by the First and Second Nebraska Regiments during the civil war 

Alma of Nebruka. 

are retained as the property of the State, and 
are in what might be considered a fair state of 
preservation.} 

The territorial seal of Nebraska was never 
adopted by any act of the legislature; but 
as it existed in fact, was two and one-half 
inches in diameter, and bore the following de­
vices: "In the centre a chal't, inscribed, ' TM 
Constitution,' supported on the rIght hand by a 

1 Letters, A. S. Paddock, Secretary of Nebruka, Oct. 22, 1866; S. J. Alcuuder. 
Acijutaut·Geueral, Jan. 13, 1880. 
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man in a citizen's dress, and on the left. hand by a man in a hunting­
frock, holding a gun resting on his left. arm, - both of these 8UppqrUr3 
pointing to an American ensign waving over the chart. On the right 
of the citizen a locomotive, plow, and other 80aricultural emblelD8. 
On the left of the hunter a river, steamboat, and sheaf of wheat. The 
sun's rays are seen behind the folds of the American flag. Over 
these devices the motto, 'Popular SovereifJnty,' under them, the word 
, Progre88.' " 

Nebraska was admitted as a State into the Union March I, 1867, 
and has adopted a State seal two and one-half inches in diameter, with 
the following devices: Around the circumference of the seal is the 
legend, .. GREAT SEAL OF THE SUTE OF NEBRASKA, • MARCH 1, 1867.· " 
In the foreground, a blacksmith at work on his anviL and a sheaf of 
wheat at his right hand, and a tree on the left. In the middle-ground, 
a wheat-field, and a river bearing on its waters a steamboat, and on 
its near bank a log cabin. On tl\e farther bank, a locomotive and 
train of cars is seen on a railroad just emerging from between a cut 
in two hills. Mountains in the distance, and over all a scroll, the 
motto, .. Equality be/ore the Law." 

The arms of Nebraska are the same as the seal, omitting the 
legend. 

COLORADO was admitted into the Union Aug. 1, 1876. Its name is 
Spanish, and signifies 'red.' It has legalized no State flag. 

The territorial seal of Colorado was two inches in diameter, was 
surrounded by the legend, "SlGILLUM TERRITORII COLORADENSI8, 

--=-=--..q- 1861," and had for its devices a shield, the 
lower half of which was or, and bore a miner's 
pick and mallet crossed; the upper half azure, 
bearing a range of snow-clad mountains; over 
the shield a battle-axe and fasces, inscribed 
"Ccrn,stitutU:m," "UnUm,;" over that 8ooain, the 
all-seeing eye in a triangle, surrounded by 
rays. In a scroll underneath the shield, the 

Alma of Colondo. motto, "Nil sine nunline." The State seal is 
the same, with the necessary alteration in the legend and date. 

THE TERRITORY OF UTAH. - In 1866, Brigham Young wrote me, 
.. We have no territorial flag. Our flag is the flag of the nation, - the 
stars and stripe.'l." None has been since adopted. The Territory of 
Utah was organized Sept. 9, 1850, and a seal was adopted immedi-
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atelyafter. The device is a beehive on a stand surrounded by flowers, 
with bees hovering around it, emblematic of the industry of its people. 
Surrounding the seal is the legend, .. TERRITORY OF UTAH, MDCCCL," 

and above the date and at the base of the hive, II SEPT. 9." The 
diameter of the seal is one inch and three-quarters. 

8eaI or Utah. 8eaI of Newlleslca. 

THE TERRITORY or NEW MEXICO was organizcd Sept. 9, 1850. Its 
territorial seal is two incheR in diameter, and has for a device the 
American eagle, with its arrows and olive branch, united with the 
Mexican eagle, standing on the cactus, and strangling a serpent; 
underneath the eagles, in a scroll, the motto, II Crescit Eundo;" sur­
rounding the seal the legend, .. TERRITORY or NEW MEXICO, 1850." 

WASHINGTON TERRITORY was organized March 2, 1853. . Its terri­
torial seal is two and one-fourth inches in diameter, and surrounded 
by the legend, "TERRITORY or WASHINGTON, 1853." For devices, it 
has a female figure with flowing tresses seated in the foreground, 
facing to the left, and holding up her right hand; at her side is an 
anchor; to her right, a city with spires and domes, and a steam 
vessel; on her left, a log cabin and a pine forest; surrounding the 
head of the female is a sun with rays, and over her head, in large 
capitals, " AL KI," Indian for" by and by." 

THE TERRITORY or DACOTA was organized March 2, 1861. Its seal 
has for devices a tree. over which is a circle of thirteen stars. In the 
foreground, at the foot of the tree, to the right, is an Indian on horse­
back chasing and about to spear a buffalo; on the lea, an anvil and 
agricultural implements; around the shield, in a ribbon, .. Libtrty and 
union, one and inseparable, now and /Q'I't/Jer, March 2, 1861." 

THE TERRITORY or IDAHO has no flag of any kind. The Governor 
informs me he has in his office an American flag, and also a Confederate 

• 
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flag, - the C stars and bars,' - which he brought out of the first day's 
fight at Shiloh.l 

The Territory of Idaho was organized in 1863, and a seal was 
adopted. 

On the 11th of January, 1866, it was resolved by tlie House of 
Representatives of the Territory of Idaho, the Council concurring, that 
the Governor be requested to design, adopt, and engross an appropriate 
seal for the Territory of Idaho, as the one now in use is a very imper­
fect imitation of the Oregon seal 

Under the authority of this resolution, Governor Caleb Lyon, of 
Lyonsdale, on the 5th of March adopted the following for • The Great 
Seal of the Territory of Idaho,' viz.:-

cc Shield. A view of the Shoshonee River, with the mountains of 
Owyhee at the left j and a distant view of the mountains of Pannock 
and Bannock on the right, with a new moon in the sky, and a steamer 
on the river. 

cc Supporters. Liberty with her sword at the right, and Peace, with 
her palm branch on the left. 

" Orut. An elk's head to the neck, with full antlers . 
.. Motto. C Salve ' (Welcome to the miner, to the farmer, to the mer­

chant) . 
.. Around the seal is the legend, C SEAL OF THE TERRITORY OF IDAHO: .. 
The seal.is two and one-half inches in diameter. 

THE TERRITORY OF ARIZONA was organized in 1863. The territorial 
seal is two and one-fourth inches in diameter, surrounded by the 
legend, cc SEAL OF THE TERRITORY OF ARIZONA, • 1863.-" The device 
is a miner, dressed in a miner's shirt and trousers and broad-leaved 
hat, leaning on his pick and spade. In the distance, mountains j and 
below his feet the motto, .. DUal Deus," in Roman capitals. 

THE TERRITORY OF MONTANA was organized May 24, 1864. Its 
seal is two inches in diameter, and is surrounded by the legend, 
cc THE SEAL OF THE TERRITORY OF MONTANA, • Oro '!I PloJ,a.-.. For 
device, it has a brilliant sun setting behind a range of mountains; in 
the middle-ground, a buffalo retreating; in the foreground, a plow, 
and miner's pick and spade. 

WYOMING TERRITORY was organized July 25, 1868. The seal of 
the Territory has in the upper half a range of mountains, at the base 

1 Letter, Governor William Brayman, Harch 13, 1879. 
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of which is a railroad and train of cars; a sun in the left-hand corner 
gilding the mountains with its rays; over the mountains the motto, 
If Cedant .A.rmatogm, 1863." The lower half of the shield is divided 
per pale j the dexter half gules, bearing agricultural implements j the 
sinister half or, a mailed hand holding a drawn sword. 

The seal of the INDIAN TERRITORY, or CHEROKEE NATION, has for 
device a seven-pointed silver star, in a circular field gules, surrounded 
by a wreath proper, the whole borne on a shield or. 

NOTE TO PAGE 638 (Kentucky State Flag). - The centennial of the settlement or 
Louisville, Ky., was celebrated on st. John's Day, June 2., 1880. One of the interest­
ing features of the celebration was the presentation of a flag to the Louimlle Legion by 
the representativea of the Masonic Widows' and Orphans' Home. The Legion asw service 
in the Mexican war, and was then presented, by a young lady of Louisville, with a banner, 
which it carried through several bloody battles, and which waved for months over Monterey. 

The Legion was reorganized in 1877, under the charter granted the corps in 1839. 
The contemplated presentation of this centennial flag was suggested to the Governor and 
the Adjutant·General, and the deaign being discussed, it was developed that Kentucky 
never had a State flag. There was accordingly issued by the Governor a special order 
designating three officers to report on a design Cor the State colors. 

On the 28th of May this committee met and deaigned this flag, and adopted .. Pr0-
tection" as the motto. How acceptably they performed the work the following genl:ra1 
orders will show.:-

.. STATB OF KENT17CKY, OFJ'ICE OJ' ADJUTANT·GENEILU .. 

.. FRANKFORT, June 15, 1880. 
"Pint. - Captain John H. Leathers, Company C, Louisville Legion, Captain George 

K. Speed, Company A, Louisville Legion, and Captain M. H. Crump, Bowling Green 
Guards, K. S. G., who were, by General Orders No •• , A. G.O., current series, appointed 
a Board of Officers and Special Comnittee to report a deaign for a service flag lor adop­
tion and use by the Kentucky State Guard, having reported and recommended the de­
sign hereinafter set forth, the asme is approved and adopted, and will be used on all 
occasions of active duty, ceremony, parade, review, inspection, court·martial, campaign, 
encampment, &c., except when otherwise specially directed or permitted. 

" Blue silk, with the arms of the State of Kentucky embroidered in silk on the centre, 
surmounted by an eagle proper, wings distended, holding in bis beak a scroll, inscribed 
with the It'gend, • United we stand, divided we CallI' and in his talons, de:der and 
ftl&iIter, respectively, an olive branch and bundle of arrows. Underneath the arms, in 
gold embroidery or gilt, the regimental or battalion number, with the letters • K. S. G.,' 
and the _me oC the battalion where there is no other designation. Fringe of gold or 
yellow silk. Cords and tassels, blue and white silk intermixed. Unattached companies 
will carry the State Guard flag, with company nanle, and letters • K. S. G.' underneath the 
anus. The battalion or regimental flag will be six Ceet on the stall', by six feet six inchea 
fly. The pike or stafI', including spear and ferrule, will be nine Ceet six inchea in length. 

u &am.d. - Each regiment and battalion of the State Guard, and of the reserve nlilitia, 
when called into service by the Governor, shall have two flags: the State Gual'll color, 
as hereinbefore preacribed, and the national color of stars and stripes, -which latter 
may be either of silk or bunting. with red cord and tassels. 

.. By order of Luke P. Blackburn, Governor and Commander·in·chief. 
II J. P. NUCKOLS, Adjulanl.Genet'Q.l." 

IAuinilk Courier Joumal, June 28, 1880. 
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DISTINCTIVE FLAGS U.S.NAVY FROM 1776 TO 1880. 
REGULATION 1866- 69 AND 1876 - 1880 
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PART VII. 

THE DISTINGUISHING FLAGS OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY. 

1776-1880. 

THE FLAGS, COLORS, STANDARDS, AND GUIDONS OF THE 
UNITED STATES AlUlY. 

1880. 

THE SEAL AND ARMS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

1782-1880 . 

.AMERICAN YACHT CLUBS AND FLAGS. 

1880. 

NATIONAL AND PATRIOTIC SONGS. 
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II J. nation's character is the IIUJD. of its splendid deeds; thoy constitute one comlllOll 
patrimony, the nation', inheritance. They awe foreign powera, they U'OIIIII ad animate 
our own people." - Hawy Olaf. 

II .AmericUls I your fathers 'heel. 
Their blood to rear the Union'. rame; 

For this our fearless banner spread. 
On many a gory plain. 

AmeriCUll! let no one dare, 
On mountain, nIIey, prairie, fto->d, 

By hurling down that temple there, 
To deaecrate that blood ! 

The right shall live, while faction dieal 
All traitors draw a fteeting breath; 

But patriots drink from God's own eyea 
Truth'. light, that conquers death." 

William BM WII1_ • 

•• Stand by the flag I its folds have Btrecuned in glory, -
To foes a fear, to friends a festal robe,-

And spread in rythmic linea the _red story 
Of freedom's triumphs over all the globe. 

Stand by the ftag I on land, and ocean billow; 
By it your fathers stood, nnmoved and true; 

Living, defended; dying, from their pillow, 
With their last bleasing, paaaed it on to you. 

.. Stand by the ftag! though deatb-ahots round it rattle, 
And undemeath its waving folds have met, 

In all the dread array or IllUlguine battle, 
The quivering lance aud glittering bayonet. 

Stand by the ftag! all doubt and treuon scoming, 
Believe, with courage finn and faith IIIJblime, 

That it will ftoat until the etemal moruing 
Pales in ita glories all the lights of time." 

.AIIDIlPtIIII. 
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PART VII. 

THE DISTINGUISHING FLAGS OF THE UNITED STATES 
NAVY. 

1776-1880. 

From the formation of our navy to the present time, a long and nar,. 
row pennant, or coach-whip, as generally called, has been the designat­
ing mark of a captain in the navy, and of officers of inferior rank when 
in command of a United States vessel of war.1 

One of the earliest laws of the Continental Congress, on the subject 
of a navy, forbade merchant ships or privateers wearing this symbol 

I'IIc of \be Naftl ComIll&llder·iIl.oW. 
177& 

of rank and authority when in the pres­
ence of a vessel of war. 

The first commander-in-chief of the 
American navy, Commodore Esek Hop­
kins, wore for his standard a square 
yellow silk flag, blazoned with a lively 
representation of a rattlesnake in the 
act of striking, and underneath it the 
motto, "Don't tread on me." One de­
scription of this flag says, the rattle­
snake was at the foot of a pine-tree. 

How long this flag continued in use, 

1 When Van Tromp, the Dutch admiral, hoisted 0 broom at hi" mn~thead, to iD!li­
cate his intention to sweep the Engltlh from the sea. the English fttlmiml hoisted a lwne­
whip. indicating his intention to chaati"8 the insolent Dutchman. Ever since that time, 
tho narrow, or cOIICh.whip, pennant, symbolizing the original horse-whip, hns been the dis­
tinctive mark of a vessel of WRr, adopted by an notions. 

It is tho cnstom ill England to hang a broom at the masthead of a vessel oll'ered for 
.le at auction. 

Tho following is an advertisement of signals naed in the royal navy as early as 
1722:-

.. ,Adwrti_mt. 

JUST published tho Bailing and Fighting Instmctiona or SignAl!!, R8 they are observed 
in the Royal Navy or Great-Britain; being a neat Pocket Volnmo, Engraven on 

Copper Plates, and printed on a super6no ElephAnt Paper, with a Ship to Moh Signal, 
UId the nrioua Signal Flap, pUnted in their own proPlll' Colollflo Very usuful and nec-
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or when it was succeeded by the proper broad pennant of a commo­
dore, is unknown. 

When the stars and stripes were adopted, or very soon after, the 

.",-4. commodore's broad 
pennant was made to 
conform to their union, 
and was blazoned with 
the same number or 
stars. 

These broad pen­
nants were blue, red, or 
white, according to the 
seniority of the cap­
tains commanding 
squadrons, who were. 
by courtesy, styled 
'commodores.' The 
blue was always worn, 
excepting when more 
than one officer, au­
thorized by the Secre­
tary of the Navy to 
wear a broad pennant, 
happened into the 
same port. In that 
case, the senior officer 
retained the blue pen­
nant, the next in rank 
wore a red pennant, 
and the third in rank 
a white pennant.1 

essary for all Om~ers or others in his Majesty's Navy, Commandftll or Ken:hant SJaipI, 
that may happen to go nnder Convoy. Its likewise 'Very Ornamental in 8heIte. liar 
Rooms, Stair·CllSes or Cabins. To be sold at 5s. the Set, in ShNts, and ... BoaIIII. 
by R. Motillt on Tower·Hill, J. Brotherton, I\t the Black·8ull in Qmalil, and bJ J". 
Botclu in St. Paid', Cl",rcA-yard; and at John G1UJI.lI1OOtI.6, at the Anchor and CIvwa 
in Maruel-lII.rul, Good_",', Fitltb. Where I\ny Person may be supplied with them, ... 
onred or uncoloured, with reasonable Allowance to those that ael1 again." 

1 .. It is worthy of record (says the • New York Gazette,' in ISlIl) that there .. ..., 
three brond pennl\nts ftying in ol\r harbor, -the blue, red, and white. The to..... at 
the Navy Y I\m, under Commodore Chauncey; the red on board the p~ Commodon 
Downes; amI the latter on board tho Hudson, Commodore c..in, jut amnii tiam ... 
Bl'lIZil:l." 
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A description of the first signals used by the American fleet can 
be found in the preceding J>&erre8 of this work. l . 

In 1800, Captain Edward Preble, commanding the United States 
frigate Essex, devised signals for communicating with vessels under 

NIGHT IIONAU 

... L 

NI .. 

NIL 

6 , , , 

u. .. NAVY, ... -4. 

.... 

~ 
NI" 

NI" 

his convoy, which he 
seems to have copied 
from" printed code,oh­
tained from Sir Roger 
Curtis, Baronet, com­
manding a British 
squadron at the Cape of 
Good Hope. The Eng­
lish signals, and several 
copies of the signal­
books used by Preble's 
convoy, are preserved 
with his papers. 
Among his papers, also, 
are several manuscript 
signal-books, contain­
ing the day and night 
signals established for 
the Mediterranean 
squadron by Commo­
dore Richard V. Mor­
ris, which were con­
tinued by Commodore 
Preble, who succeeded 
him in command of the 
American squadron be­
fore Tripoli, in 1803-4. 

NI" NU. The day signals of this 
NOI'E. -Come&, two perpendicular IIghta. All signals all8wered code were made bv 

wI&h ODe light. Pint triangle, two red perpendicular liahta. " 
IIeeond triangle, a whi&e and bille 118M. twelve square flags and 
three pennants; viz., ten numerals, 1 to 0, a cornet, an answering flag, 
and three triangles, or repeaters, being the number now used 

The cornet was used to show that the signal accompanying it did 
not express its full meaning, and that it was either a reply to an inter­
rogatory, or that only the nun1bers of the signal were meant to be ex­
pressed. F()'f tIXlmple: Nos. 1, 2, hoisted above a con1et, signified that 

1 See pp. 232, 238. 
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the answer to an interrogatory was u twelve." The night signals were 
made by lanterns, arranged as in the illustration. 

There was also a flag, called a diptote,l which, hoisted with a signal, 
denoted the execution of that signal was to be postponed. After the 
signal was answered, a flag was displayed, showing the time to which 
the execution of the signal was postponed. Hoisted at the fore, the 
numerical value of the diptote signified A.lL j at the main, P.lL The 
diptote had also a twofold character, and was useful to multiply or 
divide a signal Thus, hoisted between Nos. 8 and 6, for instance, the 
signal was to be read 43 i again, suppose signal 264 flying, and it was 
wished to make 265, and the vessel had only one set of- signal-~os, 
then the flags hoisted would be Nos. 1 and 3, diptote 5 j the diptote 
doubling the value of the flags hoisted above it. 

These signal-books give us the distinguishing flags of vessels be­
longing to our navy at that time, viz. :-

Frigate United States, Square flag, Blne, white, red, perpendienlar. 

" 
Philadelphia, 

" 
Red, whitt', blue. In another book, 

white, with a red ball. 

" Chesapeake, Burgee, Blue. In another book, yellow, with 
red cross. 

" 
President, Square flag, Blue, white, pt'rpendicular. In aDothu 

book, all blue. 

" 
Constitution, 

" 
Blue, with yellow et'08L In another 

book, half blue and white, perpendic-
ular. 

" 
New York, 

" 
Red, yellow ring in centre. 

" 
Congress, " 

Three yellow, two red stripes, horizon .. 
till. 

" 
Essex, " 

Red, white, red, horizontal; and also 
red, \lith white square eentre. 

" 
Adams, Burgee, Red. 

Ship Boston, Square flag, White, with yellow or blue erose. 

" 
John Adams, " 

Blue, with red cross. 

" 
General Greene, 

" 
White, with red cross. 

Brig. Nautilus, " 
Red and \vhite, perpendicnJar. 

" Vixen, " 
Blue and red, perpendicular. 

" Syren, Swallowtail, RE'd, with white cross. 

" 
Scourge, BurgPe, White. 

Schr. Eut.er]lriae, Square flag, Yellow, blue or black erose. 

The naval regulations, issued by command of the President of the 
United States of America, Jan. 25, 1803, make no mention of a flag 

1 DiptoU, from the Greek, signifying twice, tw%ld. In grammar, a Doun, which haa 
only two cues. - Web6Ur', Did~. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



THE UNITED STATES NAVY, 663 

or broad pennant for a commander of a squadron, though it is known 
one was then in use. 

The illustration of the signals in use in the navy during the 
war of 1812-14 is obtained from 

U'.N. alGNAL., 18l2-14. 

the papers of Commodore John 
Rodgers, Sen. 

On the evening of the 9th of 
September, 1813, before the bat­
tle of Lake Erie, Commodore 
Perry called his officers around 
him, and about ten o'clock the 
conference ended The moon 
was at full, and it was a splendid 
autumn night. Just before they 
adjourned, Perry brought out a 
large square battle-flag, which, at 
the request of his friend, Purser 

. Samuel Hambleton, he had caused 
to be privately prepared at Erie. 
It was of blue, and bore in large 
letters, made of white muslin, the 
dying words of the lamented 
commander of the Chesapeake: 
"DON'T GIVE UP THE SHIP." 

.. When this flag is hoisted," said the commodore," it shall be your 

PerrTI Battle-Flag. 

The following lines concerning 
Tuckerman: -

signal for going into action." As 
the officers were leaving, he said, 
" Nelson has expressed my idea 
in the words, If you lay your 
enemy close alongside, you can­
not be out of your place.' Good­
night." 1 

The flag from which our illus­
tration is taken was exhibited 
in the trophy room of the Great 
Sanitary Fair in the city of New 
York, April, 1864. It is between 
eight and nine feet square. 
it were written by Henry T. 

I Louing's Wo.r, 1812. 
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II Behold the chieftain's glad, prophetic amile, 
As a new banner he unrolla the while; 
Hear the gay shout of his elated crew 
When tbe dear watchword hovers to their view, 
And Lawrence, silent in the anna of death, 
Bequeaths defilUlC8 with his latest breath." 

The signal-book used by Peny at the battle of Lake Erie is now 
preserved and exhibited in the museum in Independence Hall, Phila­
delphia. 

The rules and regulations, prepared in 1818 by the navy commis­
sioners, agreeably to an act passed Feb. 7, 1815, merely say, "commo­
dores are to wear their broad pennants at all times on board the ship 
they command," and should the commander of a tleet or squadron be 
killed or disabled in battle, U his flag is to be kept tlying while the 
enemy remains in sight." They also established the relative rank of 
commodores in the navy with brigadier-generals in the army.1 

In the rules additional to those of 1818, promulgated by the Navy 
Department, March, 1832, by the Hon. Levi Woodbury, Secretary of 
the Navy, it was prescribed that whenever a captain in the navy was 
appointed to the command on a foreign station of more than one 
vessel of war, he was authorized to hoist his broad pennant as soon as 
he took charge of, and was ready to sail in, any vessel belonging to 
his squadron, and his extra allowances as a commander of a squadron 
were then to commence. On ceasing to command such vessel, he was 
to lower his pennant, and his extra allowances for rations and cabin 
furniture were then to cease. 

Towards the close of 18:~3, Levi Woodbury, Secretary of the Navy, 
submitted to General Jackson, the President of the United States, a 
set of rules and regulations for the United States navy, which were 
submitted, with his approval, to Congress. They were referred to the 
naval committee, but failed to become a law. 

These regulations looked to the appointment of admirals, vice­
admirals, and rear-admirals, but provided, .. until such grades were 
established," "that captains of ten years should rank with brigadier­
generals, and fifteen years after the date of their commissions with 
major-generals." Should there be created a higher rank than captain, 
then rear-admirals were to rank with major-generals, vice-admirals 
with lieutenant-generals, and admirals with generals, as now. 

1 "The printed regulations of 1818 took elJ"eet in the United States on the 1at or 
December, 1818, abroad, on the 1at of January, 1819." - Rilla of 1M NGfI'// ~ 
1832. 
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.Article 109 of these regulations provides that" an officer appointed 
to command a squadron shall hoist his proper flag or distinguishing 
pennant on the vessel appointed to receive him, and shall wear it until 
his suspension, removal, or return to the United States." 1 

.Another set of rules and regulations was prepared and presented, 
Jan. 13, 1843, in compliance with a resolution of Congress, by the 
Hon . .A. P. Upshur, Secretary of the Navy; but they were not legalized. 
These regulations prescribed, .. No officer below the rank of captain 
shall be appointed to the command of a fleet, squadron, or port station, 
and the officer so appointed will be authorized to hoist a broad pen­
nant. But an officer who may succeed to the command of a squadron 
abroad shall be invested with all the authority of a commander-in­
chief. No officer shall, under any circumstances, hoist a broad pennant 
without special authority of the Navy Department; and when captains 
thus authorized meet in command, the seniors shall continue to wear 
the blue, the next in seniority the red, and all others the white. If 
an officer authorized to wear a broad pennant meet his senior while in 
command without a broad pennant, the junior shall not wear a broad 
pennant in the presence of such senior." Captains, U while entitled to 
wear a broad penMnt," were by the same rules .. to rank with bri9adi~ 
generals, but at all other times with colontls in the army." The general 
abroad, under this rule, was often found by his foreign friends, on 
visiting the United States, to be only a colonel at home, and they 
might well imagine he had lost his rank from bad conduct or ineffi­
ciency. 

Frequent changes in the arrangement of signal-flags is obviously 
necessary. The Navy Department, by an order dated May 7, 1856, 
appointed a board, of which Commodore Charles S. McCauley was 
president, to prepare a new code of signals for the navy. The board 
did not report until March 80, 1858, and the code they had prepared 
was not adopted by order of the department until the 13th of July 
following. The signal-flags of this code, like those of 1812-14, were 
ten square flags, answering to the numerals 1 to 0; a cornet, a guard 
flag, three triangular repeaters, and preparatory, answering, interroga­
tory, numeral, meal, and church pennants. These signal-flags continued 
in use throughout the civil war, and until 1866. when another change 
was made. Several times, however, the relative value of the flags W88 

changed, and No.1 became temporarily No. 2, 3, or 4, and so with 
the other numbers. In 1859, a system of colored lights for night 

I Coqrea Doe. No. 20, 23d Con~ lat -ioD. Houe of Re~atativea. £Zeoli· 
tive. 
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signals, invented by B .. F. Coston, a gunner in the navy, snperaeded 
the old~time lan. 

DAY SIGNALS U.S. NAVY. 1858-11. tern night sig­
nals, and in 1861 
their use was ex­
tended to the Unit­
ed States army 
transports. About 
the same time, a 
new system of tel­
egraphic signal 
was devised by 
Major Albert J. 
Myers,l using but 
one flag by day, 
and a torch or lan­
tern by night. 
This was com­
monly used by 
both anny and 
navy throughout 
the war. In No­
vember, 1858, the 
Hon. Secretary or 
the Navy issued a 
general order, and 
the first on the 
subject prescrib­
ing lights and fog­

signals, and certain rules and regulations tending to prevent collisions 
at sea. 

Agreeably to an act passed March 3, 1857, another set of rules 
and regulations was prepared by a board of officers, and submitted to 
Congress by Isaac Toucey, Secretary of the Navy, with his annual 
report, Dec. 6, 1858. Like its predecessors, it failed to become a law. 

One provision of these ntles was that when the President of the 
United States visited a vessel of war he should be received upon the 
deck by all the officers in full unifonn; the yards were to be manned; 

1 Brevet Brigadier.General Albert J. Myers is now chief signAl officer in charp of 
the signal office and weather reports or the War Department, and i. beet kDown u .. Old 
Probabilltiea. .. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



THE UNITED STATES NAVY. 667 

the full marine guard paraded with presented arms; and the music to 
give three rufBes of the drum, and playa march. He was further to 

receive a salute of twenty .. 
AIDIY IIGKAU. one guns. During his pres­

ence on board ship, the 
national ensign was to be 
displayed at the main, and 
the flag or pennants indi­
cating the command of any 
other officer was to be 
struck The Vice-Presi-

----.._ • ....,. .ft ... llotl .. ··On.···l· dent of the United States 

,e1 
l ' -":'" . . .. ~~ 

~ , 

-'I'u •• • - • a· .. '"Pre"l· 

was to be received with 
the same honors, less three 
guns of the salute. An 
ex-President was to receive 
the honors prescribed for 
the President, excepting 
the display of the national 
ensign at the main and 
manning the yards. 

No officer under the 
rank of a captain was en­
titled to wear a broad 
pennant, and no captain 
was to hoist one without 
the direct order of the Sec­
retary of the Navy. A 

captain authorized to hoist a broad pennant was entitled to wear it 
until ordered to strike it by the Secretary of the Navy, except when 
in the presence of a senior captain wearing a narrow pe.nnant. Blue, 
red, or white pennants marked seniority, as in the preceding orders. 
and the commodore was allowed to shift his pennant to any vessel of 
his fleet, squadron, or division, assigning his reasons, by the first 
opportunity, for the change, to the Secretary or Commander-in-chief. 

The pennant of a commander of a squadron was only to be worD. 
on a vessel when the officer entitled to it was embarked in her, and 
was to be struck if he intended being absent from her over twenty­
four hours, and was then to be worn by the ship commanded by 
the officer next in rank, or the captain of the fleet if senior, until his 
return. 
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The same year, the title of ftag-oJictr was introduced into our 
naval service. An act of Congress, approved Jan. 16, 1857, directed 
that "captains in command of squadrons" should be denominated 
jlag-ojJicer.. The officers so appointed, for want of regulation on the 
subject, continued to wear the broad pennant of a commodore, or 
hoisted the square flag of an admiral, as they deemed most proper. 
A year later, this act was supplemented by the following order from 
the Secretary of the Navy, relative to their distinctive flags:-

"NAVY DEPABTMENT, Kay 18, 1858. 

"It is hereby ordered that in lieu of the broad pennant now wom by 
, flag-officen' in command of squadrons, they shall wear a plain blue flag of 
dimensiolls proportionate to the different claseea of veasels prescribed for the 
jack in the tables of allowance, approved July 20, 1854. 

" Flag-officers whose dat8 of commission 88 captain is over twenty yean 
8hall wear it at the fore j all others at the mizzen. 

"Iauo TOUCEY, Secrdary 0/ tA4 Nrny." 

This order introduced the flags of vice and rear admirals into our 
navy, though th& title was considered too aristocratic-sounding for 
republican ears at that time. ' 

Captain William Branford Shubrick was the first, as he was also 
the only, officer who, under this order, carried the square blue flag of a 
flag-officer at the fore when commanding the Paraguay Expedition, 
and hoisted it on his flag-ship, the frigate Sabine .. Flag-officer French 
Forrest, his junior, commanding the United States squadron on the 
coast of Brazil, and temporarily under his orders, at the same time 
hoisted his flag at the mizzen of his flag-ship, the frigate St. Law­
rence. The French and English admirals at Monte Video saluted 
these flags as those of a vice and rear admiral. In 1859, this order 
was further extended, viz. :-

II NAVY DBPABTMENT, Sept. 26, 1859. 

"Captains in command of navy-yards, who by order of the department 
have commanded a squadron, will be allowed to wear the flag authorized by 
the general order of May 18, 1858, on the receiving-ship attached to the 
8tation. Should there be no receiving-ship attached to the station, then at 
any 8uitable place in the yard under his command. 

U The aenior flag-officer of the navy will wear his flag at the main. 
U IsAAO TouoBY, Secretary 0/ tAe Nmy." 

The senior officer of the navy at that time was Captain Charles 
Stewart, and the blue flag at the main, the distinctive mark of a full 
admiral, was an intended compliment to him. 
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. That old hero died in 1869, and complained, with reason, in 1866, 
of his promotion (7) to the rank of a rear-admiral, on the retired list, 
which only gave him the right to wear his ftag at the mizzen, with a 
reduced pay. 

The next general order on the subject was issued two days be­
fore Mr. Toucey retired from the Navy Department, and was as fol­
lows:-

"NAVY DSPAIlTMENT, Karch 2, 1861. 

"When officers entitled to wear flags meet, or are in the presence of 
each other, the senior shall wear the plain blue flag prescribed by general 
order; the next in rank, a plain red one of similar dimensions; and the next 
in rank, a plain white one j each resuming the plain blue flag when they 
separate. 

"Is.u.c TOUCBT, S«:rttary o/IM Navy." 

The fourth section of "an act to promote the efficiency of the 
navy," approved Dec. 21, 1861, again recognized the rank and title of 
1Jag-officer, thus:-

.. And be it JurUur m.tUUd, that the President of the United States 
shall have authority to select any officer, from the grades of captain 
or commander in the navy, and assign him to the command of a squad­
ron, with the rank and title of a • ftag-officer ;' and any officer thus 
assigned shall have the same authority and receive the same obedi­
ence from the commanders of ships in his squadron, holding commis­
sions of an older date than his, that he would be entitled to receive 
were his commission the oldest; and to receive, when so employed, 
the pay to which he would have been entitled if he were on tbe active 
list of the navy." 

By this mean expedient, in a tilDe of war, it was intended to obvi­
ate the necessity of commissioning permanently any officers of a higher 
rank than captains (equivalent to colonels in the anny). It is be­
lieved it was the first, only, and it is hoped it will be the last, instance 
in which the rank of a commission was duly legislated away in our 
navy, with its corresponding rights and privileges. 

The inconvenience and the absurdity of this law, and its injurious 
effect upon the hannony, efficiency, and discipline of the service, was 
soon perceived, and it was followed by the act approved July 16,1862, 
.. to establish and equalize the line officers of the navy," looking to a 
general reorganization of the naval service. By this act, nine rear­
admirals were to be commissioned on the active list, to be selected, 
during the war, from those officers, not below the grade of commanders, 
most distinguished for courage, skill, and genius in their profession. 
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No one could be selected unless, upon the recommendation of the 
President, he had by name received the thanks of Congreas for distin­
guished service. Nine rear-admirals were also commissioned by this 
act on the retired list, selected from the captains who had giTen 
the most faithful service to the country. 

The same act directed" that the three senior [active] rear-admirals 
shall wear a square ftag at the main-masthead; the next three, at the 
fore topmast head, and all others at the mizzen." 

Uuder. this law, David GlBSooow Farragut was commissioned the 
senior rear-admiral, and hoisted a plain square blue ftag at the main of 
his ftag-ship, the Hartford, at New Orleans, on the 13th of August, 
1862, it being the same ftag which up to that time he had wom at the 
·mizzen of the Hartford as a • ftag-ofticer: His ftag at the main was 
saluted by the Hartford, Brooklyn, Mississippi, and Pensacola, then 
anchored in front of New Orleans. Thus was tbe ftag of an admiral 
for the first time legally hoisted at the main in our navy. 

The absurdity of a rear-admiral's wearing his flag at the fore or main, 
in opposition to the universal custom of other naval powers, became 
apparent, and, at the suggestion of the Hon. Richard H. Dana, Jr .. 
Congress, March 3, 1863, enacted that the section of an act to eqnaliae 
the grade of line officers, which required "that the three senior rear­
-admirals shall wear a square ftag at the main-masthead, the next three 
at the fore-masthead, and all others at the miZzen. be and the same is 
hereby repealed." 

By this act, all law on the subject of the distinguishing 1lags for 
admirals and other officers was repealed, and the regulation as to hoW'. 
where, and when they were to be worn was left discretionary with the 
department.. Under this law. Rear-Admiral Farragut hauled down his 
ftag at the main, and re-hoisted it at the mizzen. Soon after, however, 
on his promotion to vice-admiral, Dec. 21. 1864, he hoisted. his ftag at 
the fore, and again hoi8ted it at the main after hie promotion to ad­
miral, July 25, 1866, and subsequently performed a cruise in the 
Mediterranean with his ftag ftying at the main of the steam-frigate 
Franklin, 54-

No general order, however, was issued on the subject, until a year 
later, February, 1865, when the allowance tables established for vessels 
of the navy was published by authority of the Secretary of the Navy. 
By those tables, an admiral's distinctive flag was required to be .. a 
rectangle in shape, and to have its opposite sides parallel and equal, 
and to be all of one color, blne, red, or white, without any stars,­
being the same as had been previously prescribed for ftag-officers. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



THE UNITED STATES NAVY. ' 671 

The next official order on the subject is in the regulations for the 
government of the United States navy, issued April 18, 1865, by order 
of the Hon. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy. 

These regulations were the first to authoritatively prescribe a 8ag 
denoting the presence of the President or Vice-President of the United 
States, members of the cabinet, Secretary of the Navy, governors of 
the States of the Union, and the ,honors and ceremonies to be observed 
at the reception of each on board our national vessels. By, these rules, 
tM flag 0/ tJu PruidtnJ 0/ tJu U",itt4, Statu was the American ensign, 
displayed at the main from the time of his reaching the deck of the 
vessel until his departure; the usual Bag or. pennant of the officer 
commanding being, for the time, struck. For the Vice-.Preaidetu, when 
received on board one of our vessels in a foreign port, the American 
ensign was to be displayed at the fore. The same honor was to be 
paid to members of the cabinet, justices of the Supreme Court, and 
the governors of States of the Union. 

,The flag of a rear-admiral was a rectangular, plain blue flag, and 
to be worn at the mizzen. But if two or more rear-admirals in 
command, afloat, should meet, or be in the presence of each other, the 
senior only was to wear the blue, the next in seniority the red, and the 
other, or all others, the white. Rear-admirals in command of shore 
BtatiOns were allowed to wear their flag on the receiving-ship, or at 
some suitable place within the navy-yard. 

No officer was to hoist a broad pennant, except when in command 
of a separate squadron; and when, by authority·of the Secretary of the 
Navy, he was 80 authorized, he was not to strike it until dl,1lyordered, 
except on meeting with an officer of a different squadron, or com­
manding a station, who was senior or superior to himself, and wearing 
a narrow pennant. The usual and necessary distinctions of color in 
the pennants to denote relative seniority were prescribed. 

.As the grade of commodore, with a commission as such, had existed 
in the navy since the act of 1861, these restrictions upon the use of 
the recognized commodore's pennant were, to say the least, singular. 
However, after a commodore had been duly authorized to wear a broad 
pennant at sea, he was priVIleged to hoist one on board the receiving­
ship, or elsewhere, at any suitable place within his command, when 
commanding a shore station. 

Any officer, not authorized to wear the flag of a rear-adrniral. or 
the broad pennant of a commodore, but appointed by an express order 
to command a division of a squadron, was to wear a divisional mark, 
of the size prescribed in the book of allowances (viz. five to eight fee~ 

DigitizedbyGoogle -- ..... 
... 



672 THE DISTINGmSHING FLAGS OF 

hoist by from four to six feet length of fly), at the masthead, where the 
pennant is usually worn. These divisional marks were to be triangu­
lar in shape, with the middle part of a different color from the rest, in 
the fonn of a wedge, the base occupying one-third of the fly. For the 
first division, blue, white, blue; for the second division, red, white, red; 
for the third division, white, blue, white. 

When two or more vessels of the navy in commission, away from a 
Daval station, were assembled, the senior officer present, if not author­
ized to wear a flag of higher significance, was to wear a triangular pen­
Dant, in shape like the divisional pennants, but white, red, white. Any 
officer commanding a vessel of the navy, and not entitled to wear either 
of the aforementioned flags or pennants, was to wear a nanow pen­
Dant at the main; but this pennant was to be regarded, not as an em­
blem of rank, but rather significant of command, and that the vessel 
was of a public character. 

On the 25th of July, 1866, Vice-Admiral David G18l\,IYOW Fanagut 
was commissioned a full admiral, the first ever commissioned in our 
Davy, as he was also the first who ever obtained the rank of vice­
admiral. Rear-Admiral David D. Porter was at the same time se­
lected and commissioned to succeed him as the vice-admiral.1 These 
new grades required a Dew arrangement of distinctive fll\,"8, which the 
naval signal-code, prepared by Commodore Thornton A. Jenkins, under 
authority of the Secretary of the Navy, prescribed, viz.:-

1. FO'I' the President 0/ the United State&. - The Union flag, or jack ; 
viz., a blue, rectangular flag, studded with a constellation of white stars, 
equal in number to the States of the Union. 

This flag to be hoisted at the main-royal masthead of any vessel of 
war or tender of the navy while the President of the United States 
was on board, and to be carried in the bows of a boat belonging to any 
vessel in the navy in which the President of the United States, for the 
time being, was embarked. The President's flag was to be honored 
with a salute of twenty-one guns. 

2. FO'I' the Setretary 0/ the Navy. - A blue, rectangular flag, from 
10.25 to 10.40 feet in hoist, and 14.41 feet in length of fly, with a 
white foul anchor, three feet in extreme length, placed vertically in 
the centre, with four white stars in each corner of the flag surround­
ing the anchor. 

This flag was to be hoisted at the main-royal masthead whenever 
the Secretary of the Navy embarked, and while he remained on board 

1 On the death or Admiral Farragut. Aug. 15, 1870, Vice-Admiral D. D. Porter was 
eommiBaioned an admiral, and Rear-Admiral S. C. Rowan, viee-admiraL 
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a vessel of the navy, and was to be carried at the bow of any boat or 
tender in which he was. embarked. .The flag of the Secretary was to 
be saluted with fifteen guns. 

3. For tlu Admiral. - A rectangular flag of a blue color, with four 
white stars in the centre, forming a diamond 

This flag to be wom at the main of his flag-ship, and in the bows 
of his. barge, tender, or other boat in which he was . embarked. . This 
flag was first hoisted on the steam-frigate Franklin, Admiral Farragut's 
fJae-ship, at New York, in June. 1867. The admiral's salute is seven­
teen guns. 

4. For. the Yiu-.Admiral. ~ A plain blue, rectangular flag, with 
three five-pointed white stars, arranged as an equilateral triangle, 
eighteen inches from centre to centre, with the upper star eighteen 
inches from the head, and twenty-seven inches from the tabling. 

His flag to be wom at the fore-royal masthead, and in boats, &0-
The salute for the vice-admiral's flag is fifteen guns. 

5. For Rear~Admirals. - A plain blue flag. with two white five­
pointed stars placed vertically. But if two Or more rear-admirals in 
command afloat should mee~ or be in the presence of each· other, the 
senior only was to wear the blue flag, the next in seniority was to wear 
a red flag with white stars, and the other, or all others, were to wear a 
white flag with blue stars. 

The rear-admiral's flag is always hoisted at the mizzen-royal 
masthead, and in the bows of boats, &c., and is entitled to a salute of 
thirteen guns. 

6. _ FOI' Oommodores. - The designating flag was a blue, swallow­
tailed, broad pennant with one "white star, to be wom at the main of 
his ship and in the bow of his boat, when in command of a squadron, 
or of a single ship other than the flag-ship of the admiral commanding 
the fleet. . When in command of naval stations it was to be worn on 
board the receiving-ship, or if there was no such vessel, then at the 
usual place at the navy-yard for displaying a flag. 

When two or more commodores met, the superior in rank was to 
wear a blue, the next a red, and the other or others a white pennant, 
the same in order as prescribed for rear-admirals' flags. The salute 
of a commodore, which had been thirteen guns, was by these regula­
tions reduced,in consequence of the introduction of the higher grades, 
and to conform to the custom of foreign navies, to eleven guns. The 
commodore's broad pennant was required to be swallow-tailed, the 
angular point to fall on a line drawn at a right angle with the hoist 
or head from its middle, and 'ata distance from the head of three-fifths 

" 
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the whole length of the pennant. The lower side of the pennant to 
be rectangular with the hoist or head.; but, on the contrary, the upper 
Bide to be sloped, so as to narrow the pennant across at the extremity 
of the tail, one-tenth of the measure of the hoist, and thus render the 
upper tail correspondingly shorter than the lower one. 

7. Fur Oommo/Nun oj DifJisionB, Oommanderl oj &J.uad1'O'l&8 of Di­
fJi8ions, and &nior Offtcer8 prestn.t. - The flags or pennants were all 
triangular in shape, and were to be worn by officers below the rank 
of a commodore at the main-royal masthead. (alongside the ~w 
pennant distinctive of their rank), when in command of a division and 
more than one ship, but were not to be worn in the bows of boats. 

The triangular pennant of the commanders of divisions were, for 
the 1st division, blue; 2d, red; 3d, white and red vertical The 
senior officer's flag white and blue vertical. In 1869, these flags were 
reversed thus: The pennant of the commander of the 1st division all 
red, of the 2d, white, red perpendicular, of the 3d, all blue, and the 
guard flag, white with a red saltire, the senior officer's flag. 

The flags of the commanders of the first seven squadrons of divi­
sions had the middle part of a different color from the rest, in the 
form of a wedge, the base occupying one-third of the hoist or head, 
and the point extending to the extremity of the flag. 

The flag of the first squadron of division was blue - white - blue; 
2d, red - white - red; 3d, white - blue - white; 4th, white - red 
- white; 5th, white - yellow - white; 6th, red - white - blue; 
7th, white - blue - red The flag of the 8th squadron of division 
was yellow and blue vertical; the 9th, white and yellow vertical j and 
the flag of the reserve squadron blue and yellow vertical. 

No divisional commander was to wear a distinctive mark when se~ 
arated singly from the squadron or station to which he belonged; and 
no officer wearing such a distinctive mark, or that of a senior officer 
present, was in consequence thereof to assume any additional title, or 
allow himself to be addressed by any other than his commission al­
lowed, nor was he to permit his vessel to be called a flag-ship. 

8. TM Pennant Jur a Oommanding OjJicer oj a singu Yessel to1&m oj 
lower Ra'lJc than Oomnwdore. - Captains, commanders, and other line 
officers of inferior rank, when actually in command of a vessel of war, 
were required to wear the narrow or coach-whip pennant at the mam­
royal masthead. of their vessel, and in the bow of the boat in which 
they embarked 

This pennant was to be regarded not as an emblem of rank, but as 
significant of command, and that their vessel was of a public char-
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acter. This narrow pennant was to have the nnion part composed of 
thirteen white stars in a horizontal line on a blue field, one-fourth of 
the length of the pennant. The remaining three-fourths of its length 
was to be of a red and white stripe, each of the same breadth at 
any part of the taper, and with the red uppermost. The number of· 
stars in the union of night and boat pennants was to be confined to 
seven. 

The flags of commanders of divisions, of squadrons of divisions, of 
a senior officer present, and the narrow pennant of other commanding 
officers, were not entitled to a salute i but when these officers saluted 

. an officer of a superior rank, they were to receive, if a captain, a re­
turn salute of nine guns, and if of less rank, a return salute of seven 
guns. 

Tbe return salute of officers holding equal rank is always gun for 
gun. No vessel of the navy, mounting less than six guns, and no 
store-ship or transport is allowed to salute. If necessary to avoid 
giving offence, sucb vessel may fire a return ~ute. No surveying 
vessel is ever to fire, or return a salute. 

In addition to these flags, distinctive of rank and command, the 
regulations of 1866 'provided several for general purposes, ~iz. :-

1. .A. C01I.'I)()lJ Flag. - A white, triangular 8ag, bordered with red, 
to be worn by vessels of war when convoying merchant or other 
vessels. 

2. .A. Pilot Flag. - The union jack bordered with red, hoisted at 
the fore, to denote R. pilot wanted. 

3. A Compa88 Flag. - This was a square 8ag divided into four 
squares or cantons, blue, yellow, white, red. To be hoisted over the 
numeral flags of the signal code representing the points of the 
compass. 

4. A Guard Flag. - A white ftag with a red St. Andrew's cross 
hoisted at the fore, to indicate the vessel charged with guard duty for 
the day, whose duty it is to board all vessels approaching, and ascer­
tain their character before allowing communication with them. 

5. .A. Guide or Pivot Flag. - A square flag composed of five perpen­
dicular stripes, red and white. To designate any steam vessel of a 
8eet or squadron, &c., as a guide or pivot ship in the performance of 
any naval evolution. In 1869, this flag was dispensed with. The 
guard ftag was made to answer the purpose of a guide flag. 

6. A Despatch Flag.-A white, square flag with five blue crosses, 
generally known as the five of clubs i hoisted forward, this 8ag 
denoted important and urgent special service, which must not be 
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interfered with by any officer junior to the one by wllOm it was 
despatched. 

7. .A. PUIIX1er Flag. - A plain red flag hoisted at the fore, denoting 
the vessel is taking in or discharging powder. 

S. .A. Quaf'aJn.ti1&l Flag. - A plain yellow ftag.also worn at the fore 
by vessels in quarantine and waiting pratiqUe. denoting all intercourse 
with the vessel is forbidden. 

.A. CAvell, Ptft.nant. - A white pennant without swallow-tails, 
charged with a blue Latin cross, to be hoisted at the peak, during di­
vine service, over the ensign. '!'he onlyilag to which the national 
ensign shows such 8ubmission. 
, 10. A GeMI'tIl Recall Flog. - A blue,· square ftag with a white 
Latin cross dividing it into four equal parts. When hoisted by the 
commander-in:..chief,·or semor officer present, it is to be considered a 
peremptory order for all vessels or boats sent in chase, or ell8&c.aed in 
other duty or whatever nature, to return at once to their vessels, duty, 
or station, unless they.shall have beeu previously specially ordered to 
disregard the signal. The general recall is not hauled down until all 
the vessels or boats obey the signal 

11 .. Tlu, Oflr1l.et. - Long used . in the navy, and still continued as 
the ordinary recall of all boats and officers, and 88 a signal for sailing. 
This is a square flag divided into four equal· squares of alternate red 
and white, and when hoisted anywhere, without other Bags, is to be 
considered a peremptory order for all absent boats and officers to re­
turn on board without delay. When hoisted above or over the nu­
meral flags·of the signal code, it denotes those numerals are the ship's 
book Dumber, opposite to which in the navy list in the signal-book is 
the ship's name. The comet hoisted at any part of a vessel, with 
numeral flags at a different part of the ship, indicates that those num­
bers are to be sought for in the telegraphic dictionary, and that the 
signal will be communicated word by word or letter by letter. The 
comet under signal numbers indicates that they represent the private 
number of a ship. 

In addition to these distinctive flags, the naval. signal code provided 
pennants to designate shipping, squadron, boat recalls, meal-time, 
&c., also ten numeral flags and three repeating pennants, for tele­
graphic purposes. As a whole, this was, perhaps, the most systematic, 
complete, and best code of distinctive, general, and telegraphic flags 
the navy had known j but with a change in the administration of the 
bureau came a radical change in the distinctive flags. At a sacrifice 
of beanty and time-honored associations, the following order was pro-

Digitized by Goog Ie 



Digitized by Goog Ie 



u. S . NAVY SIGNALS AND LIGHTS , 1880 . 

= 7 

INTERNATIONAL CODE 1880 . 

~ RorJut al flIg hl Ulplar-, or Coml'.!:. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



'~ I~J_: 

Tfil'i2'lt "I; I';,all,:!ir;o <l ~ l,llle Il.t dll' ~,,,1I1: ",'. ~,' .' '" 

i.· . ..,: :'ing tile Li.l.ll.(,!~:.t eti.<,.yn t~) i.!lP !1l~I.!t. !.D (\~~ : i, . 

\\ 1:~, •. ""\~t~··,:, .. >~"'e. :11' '.:. 'L; "'I!~; r~g-bt ,ilH:~~l()li.. 

" \V.,."Iitt'':'·· 

:t ~p,: .. ~ T:r ,L!', ft,: l:] of .. 1;,' ;:-' : .. ~'" I'! t~'l-:'" ~ :,. • '.1' ~. " 

liult; ,!"C P"(.II11U: ~:t!",l -­
~, ...... h~n !~11.. I-A'.' 'lll!a ,:.l',l'{ \·t.~1·1 '~.:1· .. ~ ~,~ tr :." :'. 

enc,;;~n 511:111 ~~ hlj)··tt t' ~l!. Lhf' Ind,~: .. '1;\;<, ~!' ('f) tllil~: tA. h ,,,' 

at h.,' th'j.Jartllie. h is a,so Lu ~ C'\i,stt'J:;. tI", bow ..!t :' ,_ "".: ., .<: 
"JIJ.I~ltk'l. 

" "-lli.Ji tL,- :)'crl'~ 'iY of ::\; 

Sta:es, HIP unit n ./{I',k .~.'",.1) h.; ~ 

bo.' , .i: -"'j,i.1I h' ":'.'",; ' .. 

" :, • ,1 1 

"rl!-; !l)e j;~'-~l h t.(~~" rr f.~)J:' t,· ... 1\' . 

li·~('r ~till nll'tll'!r: tl, .• !'ot!::-,t'~ \,' '''(t •. 

bJ',lad I" nna, l-q uf ,'"iun.;1 1- '''_ ;!i ~;, 

~, t,he d,·~i?n .. ill tl!'.: li':W ,~:,.:!l'J.~ :J'~' :,. 

.' .f., 

u \- Ol-Y l·t..'~l' . .:..~fl~l!: y _'fir or .• ed ,~nr. ,;.') \ .~J. 

,\ I , .~ 

~ '0: 

:, .... 

., ' 

, ,'.; 

U Ttl U'Il"('!-j rUlll.;'lat~ !..If: :)1!""",1rJn"," 

fl .. '{ al::)tl.'.:r «:ireu!.:l~· 011~Pt'J \~.,,"t~tl Tj_,\ .. ::3, J8,~9. CO\f",,tt'''' !:.'!t~ t;~ 

naY;,,1. rltat,;I.lIL"':I ,,',21'c Ili:"-'(>l:"fi t.(J f~trfll~h ti~e !!l'\\" r;:-..Y(,.l :4;':~ .4.:~;,:;, K 1() 

,:n,rh (,!' tlH' \'(:: ·o'!-; in o..:O/l.w>~'i!l:l, : ri01 ttl ,_,,­

wl,t'. :'e hook waR tr, l'e pll~' )rll.) U<;f}, a~"j I; 

y..)"" ;1",1 pna"ll1LS r1"s,'nl)t',1 tl,i,;"ih Wt-111\ til 

l~~, t! I.! } J' \~ of ~d";y ~~,:~~ ,td.,; ,1):, lj"lH.',l :n 
fta.~.~ "r"I:: (~-

1'<1, .. I' ,I:":,::,, 

, new rij~~,:,._ .. :, j. 

" ,:,t(,J. 

1-'" i 

1. / Fr./" ::h( r,.,,):·'_tl'h f • -_. :' 1" ·::.:;l)ll;-~: (!ll,)j~U iLt :liY ,':" 
hi' rUllac:l>! "Il l".,ll'l; a \,(." .. ,1 'If w; :, 

:! 1. }".' t:,. ~~""._!'''''. ;,c'l':'f. - \\"11"11 rpc.,:\'L',l n:t ]-,. ... 

tiH~ nay." III a ~',r::,"!: p'J.t. '1" ''''~''''l, ,; "'1~i2:-1 at, (.bl' ! .. "" 
;,u. Fur l're .'-::r!'f'-!;-;I/ (/,' ti,;, .\";' '!! --- TIt<- 'III''',;; ; r, ~.-

r ':lilt EO j';np- as IlL !'t'ht:ii 1:, "11 b,):" : (l ""j .;',' 

4l~. P',r ..:1.1,,11, rd.), ViU'-.!.iIIIU·,:", r. ,,: I:,.o( .: '. 

of t.itlrteeu l,:a;'!, hr~l'::~ol'!al .;[rip!·,;. ,I::('r;,;!'e rCr~ ,:, I 

the m;',11 to)' an ... 11,,:,1, ;tt. ,-;"" 1'..1" 1.'.' a \,;".,~-a·Ir,· 

'~,-n 1j:/ a ],(:Ll~·.a.(illlil'a1. 'iLe vi ,~-n(hjl:r\d:-: hOJ.t-l~: 
.... lcd star ia A. w!:;te f\lJllar~ at th,; Lotl' ()f til< ;~e("'l',: 

• rur-a,-lmi,.:tl's Ilna~-!J.,:..; to h;lve twO) r0'! f:',orR !Jt'l'}.,'i;' 

at th(! i't!conu ~prl t!l:rcl f,"l stl;l"s. 'lite :;nme ,h":1-1 

" 

.': 

" -

Digitized by Goog Ie 



f\ -', - : .~ -, . • ' •. -1 './ ! " -.' 

.' 

L 

." 

; . . ". - '1,. 

.. '_I L ~ '\, 'T 

• 

"/ ~ , I .. ~ Q ' . { 9 rl. , . 

Digitized by Coog Ie 



THE UNITED STATES NAVY. 677 

mulgated, changing the blue at the main to a bit of striped bunting. 
Restoring the national ensign to the main, in the place of the jack, 
was, however, a move in the right direction. 

.. BlTBBAl1 01' NAVIGATION, NAVY DEPARTMENT, 

.. W AllRINGTON, Dec. 31, 1869. 

" SIR, - By direction of the Secretary of the Navy the following instruc­
tions are promulgated:-

"When the President shall visit a ship of war of the United States, the 
ensign shall be hoisted at the main when coming on board, and hauled down 
at his departure. It is also to be hoisted in the bow of the boat in which he 
embarks. 

"When the Secretary of the Navy shall visit a ship of war of the United 
States, the union jack shall be hoisted at the main, and in the bow of the 
boat in which he embarks. 

" As the jack is taken from the union of the ensign, in order to utilize the 
latter still further, the stripes will compose the flag of flag-officers, and the 
broad pennants of commanders, made in the usual shape and size according 
to the designs in the new signal-book. 

.. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

.. To Oflieers C(>mmandiDg Squadrons." 
" J AIlES ALDEN, Oh~/ 0/ Bureav. 

By another circular order, dated Dec. 23, 1869, eommandants of 
naval stations were directed to furnish the new naval signal-book to 
each of the vessels in comm.i$sion, prior to the 1st of January, 1870, 
when the book was to be put into use, and the new distinguishing 
Bags and pennants prescribed therein were to be hoisted. 

By the book of navy regulations, issued in 1870, the distinctive 
1lags were-

1st. For tke President. - The national ensign at the main, so long as 
he remains on board a vessel of war. 

2d. For tke Vice-President. - When received on board a vessel of 
the navy, in a foreign port, the national ensign at the fore. 

3d. For tke Secretary of tke Navy. - The union jack hoisted at the 
main 80 long as he reIDains on board a vessel of the navy. 

4th. For Adm,irals. Vice-Admirals. and .Rear-Admirals. - A flag 
of thirteen plain, horizontal stripes, alternate red and white. Wom at 
the main by an admiral, at the fore by a vice-admiral, and at the miz­
zen by a rear-admiral. The vice-admiral's boat-flag to have a single 
red star in a white square at the luff of the second red stripe. The 
rear-admiral's boat-flag to have two red stars perpendicular in the luff 
at the second and third red stripes. The same distinction to be borne 
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by a junior or juniors at the mizzen, when more than one rear-admiral 
is present; a rear-admiral is to hoist the same flag at the fore if sail­
ing in a two-masted vessel 

The Broad Penflflm£ (;fffflmodore. - The flag, 
or fly of it 

fine commodore 
Senior Officer,f 

worn at the mflifl~ 

!ffllffE'!ff broad pennant kind, at the miZfl@~ 
The following table shows the proportions and dimensions of the 

national ensigns, Union jacks, and distinctive flags prescribed for the 
United States navy:-

t 
! 

k8888 
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The striped flags for admirals, and pennants for commodores, were 
not received with favor by the officers most interested, and there was 
a universally expressed wish by officers of all grades that the time­
honored blue, red, and white pennants, associated with 80 many of our 
naval triumphs, might be restored. 

At last, after six years of trial, the old and honored flags were re­
stored by the following order, to take effect on the nation's centennial 
birthday. It is hoped that an act of Congress will prevent any other 
change without the authority of a law. 

"CmeraZ Order No. 198 • 

.. NAVY DBPABTIlBllT, W ABBINGTON, J'aD. 8, 1878. 

" For various reasons, involving past usages and services, and for the COD­

venience of distinguishing the relative rank of officers of the same grade, the 
department baa determined to restore the flag of the Secretary of the Navy, 
of the Admiral, of the Vi~Admiral, of Rear-Admiral of blue, red, and white, 
and the penDant of Commodore of blue, red, and white. 

"The patterns will be those in UBe prior to, and changed on, Jan. 1, 1870. 
"The execution of this Order will take effect on July 4, 1876. 

"GBO. M. RoBISON, &creta'1l o/tke Na.,." 
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THE FLAGS, COLORS, STANDARDS, i\ND GUIDONS OF THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY. 

Ga'l'1'isort, Flag. -·The garrison flag is the national flag. It is made 
of bunting, thirty-six feet fly and twenty feet hoist, in thirteen hori­
zontal stripes of equal breadth, alternately red and white, beginning 
with the red. In the upper quarter, next the staff, is the union, com­
posed of a number of white . stars, equal to the number of States, on a 
blue field, one-third the length of the flag, extending to the lower edge 
of the fourth red stripe from the top. This flag is furnished only to 
important posts, or those having large garrisons, and will be hoisted 
only on gala-days and great occasions. The post flag is twenty feet 
by ten feet, and furnished all posts garrisoned by troops, and is hoisted 
only in pleasant weather. The storm and recruiting flag is eight feet 
fly and four feet two inches hoist, and is furnished to all occupied 
military posts and national cemeteries, and is hoisted in stormy and 
windy weather, and used as a recruiting flag. 

Colors of Artillery Regiments. - Each regiment of artillery shall 
have two silken colors. The first, or the national color, of stars and 
stripes, as described for the garrison flag. The number and name of 
the regiment is to be embroidered with gold on the centre stripe. 
The second, or regimental color, to be yellow, of the same dimen­
sions as the first, bearing in the centre two cannon crossing, with 
the letters • U. So' above, and tbe number of the regiment below; 
fringe, yellow. Each color to be six feet six incbes fly, and six 
feet deep on the pike. The pike, including the spear and ferrule, 
to be nine feet ten inches in length. Cord and tassels, red and 
yellow silk intermixed 

Colors of Infantry Rtgi'lll,t:n.t8. - Each regiment of infantry shall 
have two silken colors. The first, or the national color, of stars and 
stripes, as described for the garrison flag j the number and name 
of the regiment to be embroidered with silver on the centre stripe. 
The second, or regimental color, to be blue, with the arms of the 
United States embl'Oidered in silk on the centre; the name of the 
regiment in a scroll underneath the eagle. The size of each color is 
to be six feet six inches fly, and six feet deep on the pike. The 
length of the pike, including the spear and fen-ule, to be nine 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



OF THE 'UNITED STATES .ARMY. 681 

feet ten inches. The fringe yellow; cords and tassels, blue and white 
silk intermixed.' 

(}amp Oolur,. - The camp, colors are' of bunting, eighteen inches 
square; and are white for infantry, and red for artillery, with the 
number of the regiment on them. The pole eight feet long. 

&atulards and GuUlun.s 0/ Mounted Regiments. - Each regiment 
will have a silken standard, and each company a silken guidon. The 
standard to bear the arms of the United States, embroidered in silk, 
on a blue ground, with the number and name of the regiment, in a 
scroll underneath the eagle. The flag of the standard to be two feet 
five inches wide, and two feet three inches on the lance, and to be 
edged with yellow silk fringe. 

The flag of the guidon is swallow-tailed, three feet five inches from 
the lance to the end of the swallow-tail j fifteen inches to the fork of 
the swallow-tail, and two feet three inches on the lance. To be half 
red and half white, dividing at the fork, the red above. On the red, 
the letters • U. So' in white j and on the white the letter of the company 
in red The lance of the standards and guidons to be nine feet long, 
including spear and ferrule. 

In the appendix to the Revised Regulations, the camp colors and 
guidons are hereafter to be made "like the United States flag with 
stars and stripes," instead of as prescribed in the regulations. 

Oolors 0/ the Engineer Battalion. -" The flags of the engineer bat­
talion will be as follows: The national color as described for the gar­
rison flag, with the words I United States Engineers' embroidered in 
silver in the centre. The battalion color will be of scarlet, of the same 
dimensions as above, bearing in the centre a castle, with the letters 
, U. So' above, and the word • Engineers' below, in silver j fringe white. 
The size of each color and the length of the pike the same as described 
for colors for artillery and infantry regiments. Cords and tassels, red 
and white silk intermixed" 

Oorps Badges. - Under the following resolution of Congress per­
mission is given to all officers and soldiers who served during the 
Rebellion to wear the badge of the corps in which they served:-

"[L Pum.to REsoLUTION-No. 55.] 

"A ruolutiorl granting ptrmiuion to ojficn"' and lOidim to war the badge 0/ 
the fXWP' in which the!llenJfd during the RebtUion. 

"Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all who served 88 officers, 
non-commissioned officers, privates, or other enlisted men in the regular army, 
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volunteer, or militia forces of the United States, during the War of iIle Rebel­
lion, and have been honorably discharged from the service or remain atill in 
the same, shall be 8iWlled to wear, on occasioD8 of ceremony, the distinctive 
army badge ordered for and adopted by the army corps and division, respec>­
tively, in which they served. 

.. Approved July 25, 1868." 
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THE HISTORY OF THE SEAL AND ARMS OF THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA. 

" As well' might the J uw of treason endeavor 
To write his black name on the disk of the sun 

As try the bright star-wreath that binds us to sever, 
And blot the fair legend 01 • Many in One.' " - O. W. Holmes. 

Dr. Franklin, Mr. John Adams, and Mr. Thomas Jefferson were 
appointed a committee to prepare a device for a great seal for the 

Ileal commonl, ued. 

United States of America, July 
4, 1776,1 the very day of the Dec­
laration of Independence. 

Du Simitif~re, a French West 
Indian, a silhouette cutter of por­
traits, and painter of miniatures, 
water-colors, &c., was called to 
their assistance, and proposed a 
device showing on a shield the 
arms of the nations from whence 
America was peopled, with a fig­
ure of Liberty on one side and an 
American rifleman on the other 
for supporters.2 

Dr. Franklin proposed for the device Moses lifting his wand and 

Do Slmltlere'. DeaIp. 

1 Journal of Congress. 

dividing the Red Sea, and Pharaoh 
and his chariot overwhelmed with 
the waters. For a motto, the words 
of Cromwell, "REBELLION TO TY­
RANTS IS OBEDIENCE TO GOD." 

Adams proposed • The Choice of 
Hercules: as enb>Taved by Gribelin : 
the hero resting on a club; Virtue 
pointing to her rugged mountain 
on one hand, and persuading him 
to ascend; and Sloth, glancing at 
her 1l0wery paths of pleasure, 

I The illllltrations of designs for the great -t are reduced fae·similes of the designs 
on file in the State Department at Washington, excepting Jell'erson's design, which was 
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wantonly reclining on the ground, displaying the charms both of her 
eloqnence and person to seduce him into vice. 

Jefferson proposed • The Cbildren of Israel in the Wilderness,' led 
by a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night; and on the other 
si e, • Hengist and Horsa,' the Saxon chiefs, from whom we claim the 
honor of being descended, and whose political principles and form of 
government we have assumed. 

At the request of the other members of the committee, Jefferson 
attempted to combine the several ideas presented in one compact 
design, and on the 10th of August, 1776, the committee reported the 
following device and explanation thereof, which was ordered to lie 
upon the table: -

Jelferson's Design, 1776.1 

"The great seal should on one side have the arms of the United 
States of America, which arms should be as follows:-

"The shield has six quarters, parti one, wupi two. The first or, an 
enamelled rose, gules and argent, for England; the second argent, a 
thistle proper, for Scotland; the third vert, a harp or, for Ireland; the 
fourth azure, a fleur-de-lis or, for France; the fifth or, the imperial eagle, 
sable, for Germany; and the sixth or, the Belgic crowned lion, guhs, for 
Holland, - pointing out the countries from which the States have 
been peopled. The shield within a border, gules, entwined of thirteen 
escutcheons, argent, linked together by a chain (W, each charged with 
initial sable letters, as follows: t 1st, N. H., 2d, Mass., 3d, R L, 4th, 

drawn by Benson J. Lossing, LL.D., from the description of it reported to Congress. See 
an interesting article on tho subject in 'Harper's Magazine,' for 1856, by Mr. Lossing, 
also' Wells's Illustrated Handbook,' 1856, on the great seal of the nited States, and tht 
article on 'The Seal of the United States' in Nicholson's Encyclopedia. 

1 Du Simitierc's device. 
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Conn., 5th; N. Y.,6th, N.-J.,'7th, Penn., 8th, Del, 9th, Md., 10th, Va., 
11th, N. C., 12th, S. C., 13th, Ga., for each of the thirteen independent 
States of America.' 1 

.. SUPPORTERS, dezter, the Goddess of Liberty, in a corselet of armor, 
in allusion to the then state of war, andbolding in her right hand the 
spear and cap, and with her left supporting the shield of the States; 
sinister, the Goddess of Justice, bearing a sword in her right hand, 
and in her left a balance. 

"CREST, the eye of Providence in a radiant triangle, whose glory 
extends over the shield and beyond the figures; motto, 'B Pluribus 
Unum.' 

.. LEGEND round the whole achievement, 'Seal of the United States 
of America, MDCCLXXVI.' . 

"On the other side of the said great seal should be the following 
device:-

"Pharaoh sitting in an open chariot, a crown on his head, and a 
sword in his right hand, passing through the divided waters of the Red 
Sea, in pursuit of the Israelites. Rays from a pillar of fire in the cloud, 
expressive of the Divine presence Rnd command, beaming on Moses, 
who stands on the shore, and, extending his hand over the sea, causes 
it to overthrow Pharaoh. 2 

"MOTTO, • Rebellion to T1J1'ant8 is Ohediente to God.' "a 
On the 25th of March, 1779, it was ordered that the report of the 

committee on the device of a great seal for the United States in Con­
pe,S8 assam bled be referred to a committee of three, and Messrs. Lovell 
and Scott, of Virginia, and Houston, of Georgia, were appointed. On 
the 10th of May the committee reported that,-

II The seal be four inches in diameter; on one side the arms of the 
United States as follows: the seal charged in the field with thirteen 
diagonal stripes, alternately red and white. 

II SUPPORTERS, dezter, a warrior holding a sword; sinister, a figure 
:representing Peace bearing an olive branch. 

II THE CREST, a radiant constellation of thirteen stars. 
. .. THE MOTTO, ' Bello 'Vel pace.' 

1 The illustration is from a drawing by Benson J. Lossing, published in 'Harper', 
llagazine,' July, 1856. 

• Dr. Franklin'. suggestion. 
• Dr. Franklin', suggestion. The shields of the States, conDected by a silver chain, 

seem to have been suggested by Jetrel'8OD, as also the motto, .. E Plun7ltu Unuln," 
which WIllI finally adopted, as was the eye of l'rovidenoo on tlte revel'lle or the seal, instead 
of the obvcl'lle, as in this design. . 
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" THE LEGEND round the achievement, 'Seal 0/ u.. UaiUtl 
Statu' 

.. ON THE REVERSE, the figure of Liberty, seated in a chair, holding 
the staff and cap . 

.. THE Morro, , Semper;' underneath,' MDCCLXXVL' II 

Dellgu IUbmltt.ed III 1770. 

On the 17th of May, the report of the committees on the device 
of a great seal was taken into consideration, and, after debate, ordered 
to be recommitted, and the result was the following report:-

.. The seal to be three inches in diameter; on one side the arms of 
the United States, as follows: the shield charged in the field azure, 
with thirteen diagonal stripes, alternate rotlfle and argent . 

.. SUPPORTERS, de:rter, a warrior holding a sword; sinister, a :figure 
representing Peace bearing the olive branch . 

.. THE CREST, a radiant constellation of thirteen stars. 

.. THE Morro, ' Bello 'Vel pace.' 
.. THE LEGEND round the achievement, ' The Great Seal 0/ the Unit«/, 

States.' 
" ON TIlE REVERSE, , Virtute Perennia,' underneath, 'MDCCLXXVL' 

The design reported was like the former, differing only in the 
mottoes and date, and the figure of the warrior, representing an Ameri­
can Indian instead of a Roman soldier. The sketches, preserved in 
the State Department, and from which our illustrations are taken, are 
believed to have been made by Du Simitiere. The report proposed 
a miniature of the face of the great seal, half its diameter, should be 
prepared, and affixed as the lesser seal of the United States. 

Congress, however, was hard to please. This report was not accepted, 
and the matter was allowed to slumber nearly three years, or until 
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April, 1782, when Henry Middleton, Elias Boudinot, and Edward 
Rutledge were appoiuted a committee to prepare a great seal. They 
reported, on the 9th of May following, substantially as the committees 
of 1779 and 1780 had done, which was not satisfactory to CODo"'l'e8S, 
who next referred the whole matter to its secretary, Charles Thomson, 
who, calling in the aid of Mr. William Barton, of Philadelphia, received 

from him the following elaborate and rather impracticable design and 
description of it. The reverse of the great seal was, however, finally 
taken from it. 

.. ARMS. Barry of thirteen pieces, argent and gules, on a canton 

Barton', Design, 1782. 

azure, and many stars disposed 
in a circle of the first; a pale or, 
surmounted of another or' the 
thh-d; charged in chief with an 
eye surrounded with a glory 
proper, and in the fess point, 
an eagle displayed on the sum­
mit of a Doric column, which 
rests on the base of the escutch­
eon, both as the stars. 

" CREST. Or, a helmet of 
burnished gold damasked, grated 
with six bars, and 8u~ounted 
by a cap of liberty, gules, turned 

up ermine, a cock armed with gaffs proper. 
"SUPPORTERS. On the de:cte? side, the genius of America (repre­

sented by a maiden with loose auburn tresses), having on her head a 
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radiated crown of gold, encircled with a. sky-blue fillet, -spaugled with 
silver stars, and ,clothed in a long, loose, white garment, bordered with 
green. From her right shoulder to her left side a scarf, semee ,of stars, 
the tinctures thereoC the same as in the canton, and round her waist a 
purple girdle, fringed or embroidered argem, with the word' Virtue: 
resting her interior hand on the escutcheon, and holding in the other 
the proper I Sta'Nlard oj the United Statu,' having a dove argent 
perched on the top of it. 

"On the sinister side, a man in complete armor, his sword-belt 
azure, fringed with gold, his helmet encircled with a laurel wreath, 
and crested with one white and blue plume; supporting with his 
dexter hand the escntcheon, and holding in the interior a lance, with 
the point sanguinated, and upon it a banner, displayed, vert in the 
fess point; a harp strung with silver, between a star in chief, two 
fleurs-de-lis in fess, and a pair of swords in saltire in basses, all argent. 
The tenants of the escutcheon stand on a scroll on which is the follow­
ing motto:-

t Deo Favente,' 

which alludes to the eye in the arms, meant for the eye of Providence. 
" Over the crest, on a scroll, this motto:-

, Virtus sola infJicta.' 

"The thirteen pieces barways, which fill up the field of the arms, 
may represent the several States; and the same number of stars, upon 
a blue canton disposed in a circle, represent a new constellation, which 
alludes to the new empire Cormed in the world by the confederation 
of those States. Their disposition in a circle· denotes the perpetuity 
of its continuance, the ring being the symbol of eternity. The eagle 
displayed is the symbol of supreme power and authority, and signifies 
the Congress; the pillar upon which it rests is used as the hieroglyphic 
of fortitude and constancy, and its being of the Doric oluer (which is 
the best proportioned and most agreeable to nature), and composed 
of several members or parts, all taken together Corming a beautiful 
composition of strength, congruity, aud usefulness, it may with great 
propriety signify a well-planned government. The eagle being placed 
on the summit of the columns is em blematica1 of the sovereignty of 
the government of the United States; and, as further expressive of 
that idea, those two charges or, five and six azufoe, are borne in a pale 
which extends across the thirteen pieces iuto which the escutcheon 
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is divided. The signification of the eye has been already explained. 
The helmet is such as appertains to sovereignty, and the cap is used 
as the token of freedom and excellency. It was formerly worn by 
dukes: says Guillien, tkey1uul a t7tO're 'IIXJ'rl}"y gowmf/U1l.t than otlur 
BUbjecu. The cock is distinguished for two most excellent qualities ; 
viz., fJigila'l&Ce and ffYl'titucle. The genius of the American confederated 
republic is denoted by the blue scarf and fillet, glittering with stars, 
and by the flag of Congress which she displays. Her dress is white. 
edged with green, emblematica1 of innocence and truth. Her purple 
girdle and radiated crown indicate her sovereignty, - the word • virtue,' 
on the former, is to show that that should be her principal ornament; 
and the radiated crown. that no earthly crown should rule her. The 
dove on the top of the American standard denotes the mildness and 
puIity of her government. 

"The knight in armor. with his bloody lance, represents the mili­
tary genius of the American empire, armed in defence of its just rights. 
His blue belt and blue feathers indicate his country, and the white 
plume is in compliment to our gallant ally. The wreath of laurel 
round his helmet is expressive of his success. 

"The green field of the banner denotes youth and vigor; the 
harp 1 [with thirteen strings]. emblematica1 of the several States 
acting in harmony and concert; the star in chief has reference to 
America, as principal in the contest; the two fleurs-de-lis are borne 
as a grateful I testimony of the support given to her by France; and 
the two swords crossing each other signify the state of war. This 
tenant and his flag relate totally to America, at the time of her 
revolution." 

Another device proposed by Mr. Barton at this time, and very 
nearly the one finally adopted, is thus described by him as " blazoned 
RaC7l'eeably to the laws of heraldry:" -

II ARMS. Paleways of thirteen pieces argent and fillies j a chief 
azure, the escutcheon placed on the breast of the American (the 
bald-headed) eagle, displayed proper, holding in his beak a scroll in­
scribed with the motto. viz. • B Pl!l,ribuB Unum: 8 and in his dexter 

1 The pen is run through the words, tDitA tAirtma IItrinp, in the original 
I .. In the anns DC ScotlalltI, as manirested in the royal achievement, the double tres­

lUre which surroumu the lion i. borue fto17l and cou1lter ftory (with jkur,.de·lu), which 
is in consequellce of a treaty between Charlemagne, emperor and king of France, and 
Achiaa, king of Scotland, to dcnote that tho French lilies should guard and defend the 
Scottish lion." 

• Bonowed from .Telf'onon's deaign, Aug. 10, 1778. 

" 
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talon a palm or olive branch, in the other a bundle of thirteen arrows. 
all proper.l 

"FOB THE CREST. Over the head of Ute eagle which appears above 
Ule escutcheon, a glory, or, breaking through a cloud, proper, and sur­
rounding thirteen stars forming a constellation argeat, on an CUl&n 

fieldl 

.. In the exerque of the great seal,-

, J ul IV, MDCCLXXVL' 

"In the margin of the same,-

'Sigil, Mag. &pub. (Jon/aJd . .A.meric.'" 

Mr. Barton explained the meaning of his device thus: "The escutch­
eon is composed of the chief, and pale, the two most honorable ordi­
naries; the latter representa the several States, all joined in one solid, 
compact entire, supporting a chief, which unites the whole, and repre­
sents Congress. The motto alludes to the union; the colors or tinct­
ures of the pales are those used in the flag of the United States. 
White signifies purity and innocence; red, hardiness, valor; the chief 
denotes congress; blue is the ground of the American uniform, and 
the color signifies vigilance, perseverance, and justice. 

"The meaning of the crest is obvious, as is likewise that of the 
olive branch and arrows. The escutcheon, being placed on the breast 
of the eagle, is a very ancient mode of bearing, and is truly imperial 
The eagle displayed is another heraldic figure; and, being borne in 
the manner here described, supplies the place of supporters and crest. 
The American States need no supporters but their own virtue, and the 
preservation of their union through Congress. The pales in the arms 
are kept closely united by the chief, which last, likewise, depends on 
that union, and strength resulting from it, for ita own support, the 
inference is plain. II 

June 13, 1782, Messrs. Middleton, Boudinot, and Rutledge reported 
a modification of Mr. Barton's devices, which was referred to the Sec­
retary of the United States; and a week later, on the 20th of June, 
1782, the Secretary of the United States, in Congress assembled, to 
whom was referred the several reports of committees on the devices of 

1 J.. the paler or palleta consist of an uneven number, they ought in stricbl_ to be 
bluoned, argent 6 palleta gulu; but as the thirteen piecea allude to the thirteen SiateI, 
they are bluoned according to the number of pi.«u palt1DtJp. 

I This WIll borrowed from the d.p IUbmitted in 1779 aad. 1780. 
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a great seal to take order, reported the following device, which was 
adopted &S-

THE GREAT SEAL OJ!' THE UNITED STATES OJ!' AMERICA, 

ADOPTED JUNE 20,1782. 

" ARMS. Paleways of thirteen pieces argmt and gulu; CJ chiif 
uure; tM UC1doheO'll. 0'11. tM breast of tM American eagle displayed 
proper, holding in his de:cUr talO'll. an oli",e branch, and in hi. sinister a 
bundle of thirteen arrows, all proper; and in his beaJc a scroll, inscribed 
with thi. motto, 'E PLURIBUS UNUM.' 

h For tlu CREST: over tlu head of tM eagle which appears above tM 
t8C1dcheon, a glory breaking through a cloud proper, and 8Urrounding 
thirteen star8, forming a constellation, argent, and on an azure field. 

I< REVERSE. A pyramid unfinished. In the zenith an eye in a tri­
angle, surrounded with a glory, proper; over the eye these 1D01'd8, ' ANNUIT 

C(EPTIS.' On tM base of the pyramid the numerical letters, , MDCCLXXVI,' 

and underneath, the following motto: 'N ovus ORDO SECLORUM.' 1 

1 Mr. C. T. Lukens, of Philadelphia, ina letter to me, dated Oct. 25, 1871, says: "The 
armoristic lapses of this act a1'8: Firs/.. The omission of ' win", elevated· [or tips in chief] 
after displayed, as the bald eagle might be displayed, and yet have the winp 'inverted • 
[or tips in base]. &w1ul. The tinoture of the ICroll or motto ribbon, which might be 
either red or blne, and yet harmonize with the tinctures of the shields, L'!arms is omitted. 
The motto itself would inevitably bo goM, unless otherwise mentioned. Third. Denom­
inating the stars over the head of the eagle a 'crest.' They Are, in8tead, only approlti­
mately a crest, but are not a crest, except through great latitude in the lISe of the tenn, 
becausa they could not be tangibly represented 88 in nature, And attached to the top of a 
helmet. Theoretically, the crest must be something possible to represent in apparent 
solidity in carved or stamped work, which, being Affixable to the helmet, can also be 
l'888OlIAbly represented as resting upon' the top of the shiold." Mr. Lukeu·. letter is 
embellished with several elegant pen drawing.t, illustrating his views. 
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.. The interpretation of these devices is as follows: The escutcheon 
is composed of the chief and pale, the two most honorable ordina­
ries. The thirteen pieces paly represent the several States in the 
Union, all joined in one solid, compact entire supporting a chief 
which unites the whole, and represents Congress. The motto alludes 
to the union. The pales in the arms are kept closely united by 
the chief, and the chief depends on that union, and the strength 
resulting from it, for its support, to denote the confederacy of tbe 
United States of America, and the preservation of their union through 
Congress. 

"The colors of the pales and those used in the flag of the United 
States of America: white signifies purity and innocence; red, hardi­
ness and valor; and blue, the color of the chief, signifies vigilance, 
perseverance, and justice. 

"The olive branch and arrows denote the Power of peace and war, 
which is exclusively vested in Congress. The crest or constellation 
denotes a new State taking its place and rank among other sovereign 
powers; the escutcheon is borne on the breast of the American eagle, 
without any other supporters, to denote that the .United States of 
America ought to rely on their own virtue. 

II REVERSE. The pyramid signifies strength and duration; the eye 
over it and the motto alludes to the many and signal interpositions of 
Providence in favor of the American cause. The date underneath is 
that of the Declaration of Independence; and the words under it sig­
nify the beginning of the new American era, which commences from 
that date." 

The mottoes, .. Annttit (Jmptis" (" God has favored the under­
taking "), " N0VU8 Ordo Seclorum" (" A new series of ages "), denoting 
that a new order of things had commenced in the Westero Hemi­
sphere. 

The eye of Providence in a triangle on the reverse of the seal as 
adopted, and the motto, " E Pluribus Unum," formed part of the device 
reported by the committee, Aug. 10, 1776. The crest, a radiant con­
stellation of thirteen stars breaking through a cloud proper, was on 
the devices and reports of 1779 and 1780. The thirteen red and white 
stripes on the shield were also then suggested, but placed dia.:,rronally. 
The State of New York had taken the eagle on the crest of its arms 
more than four years earlier. 

The illustration is the full size of the great seal, which has been in 
use ever since its adoption. Only the side containing the arms of the 
Union is used 
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Mr. Lossing 1 says, on the authority of Thomas Barrett, an anti­
quary of Manchester, England, that these arms were suggested to 
.Tohn Aclams by Sir John Prestwick, who meant to signify by the blue 
chief, which in his design was spangled with stars, the protection of 
Heaven over the States; and that thus to a baronet of the West of 
England, who was a warm friend of America, as well as an accom­
plished antiquarian, we are indebted for our national arms. This 
legend is contradicted. by the following paper in the autograph of 
William Barton, which passed into the possession of his son, Dr. 
W. P. C. Barton, U. S. N., and on his death in 1856, into the hands 
of his brother, J. Rhea Barton, M.D., and is now believed to be in 
the possession of his son, Francis Barton:-

"In June, 1782, when Congress was about to form· an armorial device for 
a great seal for the United States, Charles Thomson, Esq., then secretary, 
with the Hon. Arthur Lee and Elias Boudinot, members of Congress, called 
on me and consulted me on the occasion. The great seal, for which I fur­
nished those gentlemen with devices (as certified by Charles Thomson, Esq.), 
W88 adopted by Congress on the 20th of June, 1782. Mr. Thomson in­
formed me, four days after, that they met with general approbation. " 

(Signed) "W. BARTON." 

The following is the statement referred to by Mr. Barton, written 
four days after the arms were adopted, and still preserved in the 
Barton family:-

" SIR, - I am much obliged for the perusal of the' Elements of Heraldry,' 
which I now return. I have just dipt into it so far 88 to be satisfied that it 
may aJl'om a fund of entertainment, and may be applied by a State to useful 
purpoeea. I am much obliged for your very valuable present of ForttlCUe rh 
LJtulilnu Legum Araglitz, and sball be happy to have it in my power to make 
a suitable return. 

"I enclose you a copy of the device by which you have' displayed your 
skill in heraldic science, and wbich meets with general approbation.' 

"I am, sir, 
" Your obedient humble servant, 

" 1 tnra 24, 1782." 
(Signed) 'CSARLBB TSOJISON. 

1 Field.Book American RevolutiOD, T01. ii. ; alao in article on the Great Seal or the 
UDited States, in Harper', Magazine, July, 1868. 

I I am indebted to Medical·Director James D. Killer, U. S. N., who married a grand. 
daughter or WUliam Barton, for th_ letters, and ror a copy of a deacription of the arms 
of the United States u adopted, taken from one in his autograph. (See Dote, page 700.) 
A copy of Thomaon', letter can be found. in Niehollon'. Encyclopedia, under the headin, 
'Heraldry: 
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On the north and BOuth walls of St. Paul's Chapel. New York, 
opposite each other, and half-way down the nave, hang the 8l'IP8 of 
the United States and the State of New York. These are supposed 
to mark the places which were occupied by the large square pews set 
apart for the President of the United States and the Governor of the 
State. At" some dreary day of modernizing and miscalled improve­
ment" these canopied pews were destroyed, and the paintings con. 
signed to unmerited obscurity. A few years ago they were restored, 
as nearly as could be detennined, to their original positions. 

The anns of the United States on the north side are believed to 
mark the place of the President's pew, in which General Washingtou 
was accustomed to sit. The painting is evidently the work of a skil. 
ful painter, working from the device of an experienced herald. The 
blazon is as follows:-

Argent six palets gules, a chief azure. Borne on the breast of the 
American eagle displayed, in his dexter talon an olive branch, in his 
sinister a bundle of thirteen arrows, points upward, all prQper, the last 
feathered or j his head surrounded with a circular sky, azure, charged 
with thirteen mullets 5, 4, 3, I, argent, environed with clouds proper 
and beyond rays, or j in his beak a scroll, with the words .. B PlurWUlJ 
Unum" or.I 

The legal blazon of the arms is good, but this, describing the blazon 
of the arms in 'St. Paul's, is more definite. It is a matter of regret 
that in the ordinary representation of the arms of the United States 
the chief is charged with three or more mullets. 

The question from whence our fathers derived the motto "B Pl~ 
bus Unum" is often asked, but has never been satisfactorily answered. 
The motto of the' Spectator' for Aug. 26, 1711, is .. Bxempta J'U1'at .II 
PluribUlJ Una" (Hor. 2 ep. ii. 212), which is the earliest use of it I 
have found. It was suggested by Dr. Lieber that as at the time of the 
Revolution the' Gentlemau's Magazine' had a popular circulation in 
the colonies, the motto may have been adopted from the motto on the 
title-page of that serial. The title to tlle first volume of the • Gentle­
man's Magazine: 1731, forty-five years previous to the adoption of the 
'motto on our arms, has the device of a hand grasping a bunch of 

1 Heraldry, St. Panl's Chapel in New York, • Genealogical and BiogtaphiCBl Reoord; 
Jnly, 1872. In 1875, six hundred dollars was appropriated by the State of New York. 
10r the pnrpose of having two eopies of the anna of New York painted on a puW or 
metal, ODe to be placed in Independence Hall, Philadelphia, the other in the State library 
at Albany, - the object being to diffuse and perpe~nate a knowledge of the senuine Stat. 
ann.. For a hemldic description of these Bl1I1II, 1188 • The Correct Alma of the State of 
New York,' by Henry A. Home, LL.D., 1880, p. 26. 
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flowers, and the motto, .. B PlurWus Unum." And on the title to the 
first or January number, an~ all subsequent numbers of the first vol­
ume, is the motto, " Prod.e8te et DelectaTe." The title of the m&crrazine 
says that its contents are collected chiefly from the public papers, by 
Sylvanus Urban. 

On the title to the second volnme (1732), the two mottoes are 
1I11ited thus:-

II ProcI.u8t et Delectare [device of a band grasping a bouquet]. B Plu­
n7nt& UfI,um." 

And these united mottoes are continued on the title-pages of the 
magazine a hundred years later, in 1833, after which they were dis­
continued. There were, however, changes in the intervening years. 
From 1786 to 1788, the volumes bore the mottoes, without the device. 
From 1789 to 1794, the device without the mottoes. Again, in 1798, 
the mottoes without the device. In 1808 the device was changed 
from a haud grasping a bouquet, to a vase filled with fruit and 
1towers; and this device, with the mottoes of 1732, was on the title 
of all the volumes from 1808 to 1832. In 1834, a new series of the 
magazine was commenced, and the old mottoes abandoned The 
motto placed on our coins is ascribed to Colonel Reed, of Uxbridge, 
Mass. It first appeared on a copper coin struck at Newburg, N. Y., 
at a private mint. The pieces are dated 1786. The legend on the 
New York doubloon of 1787 is, II Unum E PlurWus," and of the C Im­
munis Columbia' copper of the same year, " E PluMu Unum j" and 
a Washington cent of 1791 has the same motto,- but all these were 
after it was adopted for the arms. 

A writer in C Lippincott's Magazine'l traces the origin of ourmotto 
to a Latin poem, ascribed to Virgil He says: "Perhaps in the minds 
of those who first chose it to express the peculiar character of our 
government it had no definite origin. It may have been manufac­
tured for the occasion. Certainly, when it was first used in the 
report of the Committee of congress, Aug. 7, 1776, as the epigraph of 
the public seal, it was a phrase too familiar or too plain to need ex­
planation or authority. But whether remembered, or reinvented on 
that occasion, almost the exact words occur in a Latin poem called 
C Moretum,' ascribed to Virgil, but which is not usually found in his 
collected works. It is a vivid description of an ancient Italian peas­
ant's morning meal, with incidental suggestions of his mode of life 
generally. The moretum is a species of pottage made of herbs and 
cheese, which, with the help of his servants, he concocts before dawn; 

I Lippincott's lrIapzine Cor February, 1868. 
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he grinds up the various materials with a pestle. Then says the 
poet:-

I It matus iu gyrum, paullatum singula vivrea, 
Dependunt propries; color est E PLURIBUS UNUS! 

This poem has been seldom noticed." 
A writer in the • Overland Monthly' says :-
" In choosing a national motto, they [our fathers] derived it from a 

modest metrical composition in Latin, written by John Carey, of Phila­
delphia,l entitled, • The Pyramid of Fifteen States,' in which 0CCUl'8 

the following verse:-

I Audu iude eobOJ'll &tellia e pluribua ....... 
Audas p)'l'lUDid08 tollit ad aatra caput.'" t 

Its title, • The Pyramid of Fifteen States,' is evidence that the poem 
was written after the admission of Vermont and Kentucky to the 
original thirteen, in 1794 or 1795, and the title of t.he poem was 
probably suggested by the device on the reverse of the national 
seaL8 

1 1 ean find no mention of John Carey, or Cary, of Philadelphia, in any of the Ameli­
ean Biographical Dictionaries. 

t Picking Historical ManowboneB, by Stephen Powen, in 'Overland Monthly," 
San Francisco, Cat, March, 1871. 

I The following interesting hiBtoricalsketeh of the origin and 1lI8 of the motto UJIOIl 

our coins, by A. L. Snowden, Superintendent of the United States mint in Philadelphia. 
was published in the' Preas' in 1879:-

"To the EDrroa OF THE PaD8:-
IC I &end yOu, &8 desired, a brief hiatorical sketch of the origin and 1lI8 of the motto. 

• E Pluribm U"um: The origin of the motto ia ascribed to <:'.olonel Reed, of Uxbridge. 
M.... It first appeared on a copper coin, &trnck Ilt Newburg, New York State, 1I'her'8 
ther'8 was a private mint. The pieces struck are dated 1788. In 1787, the motto ap­
peared on aeveral types of the New Jersey coppers, alao on a very curious gold doubloon, 
or Bixteen-dollar piece. coined by a goldsmith named Braaher. It was there put 'UIIKa 
E Plurib",: Only four of these pieces are known to be extant, and they are very nlna­
bIe. One of them, in possession of the mint, ia IUpposed to be worth over a thousand 
dollars. When Kentucky was admitted, in 1791, it ia aid copper coins were struck 
with ' E Pl"ribm UIIUm.' They were made in England. The act of Congreas of 1792, 
authorixing the establiahment of a mint, and the coinage of gold, Bilver, aud copper, did 
not prescribe this motto, nor W&8 it ever legalized. It was placed on gold coina in 1796, 
and on Bilver com. in 1798. It was constautly used thereafter until 1831, when it was 
withdrswn from the quarter-dollar of new device. In 18M, it was dropped from gold 
coina, to mark the change in the standard fineness of the coin. In 1837, it was dropped 
from the Bilver coina, marking the era of the Revised Mint Code. It has been thoupt 
proper to restore it recently to our new Bilver dollar, without any specW sanction of Jaw. 
although the expression ia one very proper for our coin. 

IC Mr. William E. Duboia, _yer at the United States Mint, has recently inftlti-
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THE PRESIDENT'S SEAL. - At the same time that the seal of the 
United States was adopted, Congress ordered a smaller seal for the use 

of the President of Congress. It was a small oval, 
about an inch in length, the centre covered with 
clouds surrounding a blue sky, on which were seen 
thirteen stars arranged to form a six-pointed star. 
Over this device was the motto, If E PLURIBUS UNUM." 
This seal was used by all the Presidents of the Con­
tinental Congresses. 

Tbel'relldellt·. Seal' The seal of the President of the United States is 
now round, with an eagle upon it. 

THE DEP ARTKENT SEALS. 

Each of the departments of the United States government has its 
official seal, about the size of the great seal of the United States, which 

J'raDklID'. PoatrRlder. 

is attached to all commissions and impor­
tant documents emanating from the depart­
ment to which it belongs. 

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT.- Under the 
national government, Samuel Osgood, of 
Massachusetts, was appointed the first Post­
master-General, and the rude woodcut of a 
post-ridel', which had been used by Frank­
lin on his circulars, became the device on 

the seal of the department, and it is retained to this day as such, 
with the words around it, II POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, • UNITED 
STATES OJ' AMERICA-" 

NAVY DEPARTMENT.-On the 26th of September, 1778, Congress 
appointed a committee, consisting of John Witherspoon, Gouverneur 
Morris, and Richard Henry Lee, to prepare a seal for the treasury and 
for the navy; and on the 4th of May, 1779, they reported as a device 

gated this subject, and, I understand, has prepared an article in relation thereto. For 
more delinite and extended. information, it would be well, perbapa, Cor you to conault 
him. 

"I am, very truly youn, 
II A. LoUDON SNOWDU. 

"PBIL4DZLPIIU, lan. 15, 1879." 

1 From an impreaion on a letter written by Thomu lrIifIlin, to the President or the 
Continental Congreea. 
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an escutcheon, on which was a chevron with a blue field above it, and 
thirteen perpendicular alternate red and white bars in the chevron. 
Below the chevron was a reclining anchor proper, on a white or silver 
field; the crest was a ship under sail; the motto, .. Sustentam et SU8-
Ufttatum ;" the legend, .. U. S. A. SIGIL. NAVAL," with thirteen stars 
ro complete the circle of the seal. 

Naval Seal, 1779. 

This seal was used until 1798, when, in the spring of that year, a 
regular navy department was established, and Benjamin Stodert, of 
Maryland, was appointed the first Secretary of the Navy. Then the 
old continental naval seal was laid aside, and another, similar to the 
one now in use, was adopted. In place of the chevron with bars, a 
large space of the face of the seal is covered with a spread eagle. The 
ship and the anchor are retained, but not the heraldic posture. The 
motto and stars are omitted, and the legend is, "NAVY DEPABTMENT. 
UNITED STATES OF AM.ERICA.." 

WAR DEPARTlIENT.-In 1778, a seal was adopted for the "Board 
of War," having for its device a group of military trophies, with the 

Phrygian cap, the emblem of freedom, be­
tween a spear and a musket; over this was 
a serpent. Beneath the trophies the date, 
" MDCCLXXVUL" Around the seal were the 
words, .. BOARD OF WAR AND ORDNANCE, UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA." This was the origin of 
the present seal of the War Department, which 

Seal of the War Deportment. bears precisely the same device. The date is 
1778-1580. omitted. Within the curve of the serpent are 

the words, " WILL DEFEND," and around the seal the legend, " UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. WAR OFFICE-" 
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TruwnJKY DEPAK'1'KDT. - Congress ordered a seal to be prepared 
for this department on the 26th of Sep­
tember, 1778, at the same time that one 
was directed for the Navy Department, 
and the device then adopted for the 
continental treasury seal has been con­
tinued in use by the Treasury Depart­
ment up to the present time. It consists 
of a white or silver shield, divided by a 
chevron studded with thirteen stars. In 

BellI of tile Tftuul'1 Depu&ment, the field above the chevron an evenly 
1778-1880. balanced pair of scales, and in the field 

below the chevron 1\ key; surrounding the shield is the legend, 
.. THESAUR. • AMEll. • SEPTENT. • SIGII .. • " 

STATE DEPARTMENT. - The device on the seal of the State Depart­
ment is an eagle volant, bearing in its beak the motto, .. E PZ"ri1ru6 

Unum," and over its head the constellation or 
thirteen stars. On its breast is the Americaa 
shield, the blue field of the upper port.ion like­
wjse studded with thirteen stars. In the right 
claw ofthe eagle is an olive branch, and in the 
left a bundle of arrows toitk the points Mum­
ward. Below the eagle is a wreath of oak leaves, 
and around the upper part of the seal the leg­

Seal ortbe State Departmeat. end," DEPARTMENT OF STATE." 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. - The device on ~he seal of this 
department is an eagle just ready to soar, resting on a sheaf of grain, 
with olive branch and arrows in its talons. Over the eagle, and 
around the upper edge of the seal, the legend, "DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR." 

BellI or &be DeparUueut or J uaUce. 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. -The seal of this department is an eagle 
resting on a prone na.tional shield, with olive branch and an"OWS in 
its talons. Below the eagle, in a semicircle, is the motto, " Qui pro 
Domina J'lUtitia Sequitur," and around the outer rim of the seal the 
legend, " • AT'l'ORNBY GENBBAL OF THE UNITED STATES." 

NOTE TO PAGE 693. - The following is the copy of Barton'! ezplauatioD of the device 
ror the United States arms referred to in the letter of Charles ThollllOn, .. adopted:-

.. RUARD AND El!:PLANAnON! OF THE DEVICE. 

.. The IIICutcheon is compoeed or chief and pale, the two most honorable ordinaria. 
The thirteen pieces pall represent the several States of the Union, all joiued in one 
IOlid. compact entire, supporting a chier, which unites the whole, and repreents Coa­
ar-- The motto alludes to this union. The pales in the arms are kept cloee1, united 
by the chief, and depends on that union, and the strength resulting from it, for its ap­
port, to denote the confederacl of the United States, and the ~tion of their union 
through Congress. 

.. The colors of the pales are thOle used in the flag of the United Stites of AmeriCL 
'White signifies puritl and iunocence; red, hardin ... and valor; and blue, the color or 
the chief, signifies vigilance, perseverance, and justice. The olive branch and IlI"OW 

denote the power of pesce and war, which is excluaivel, vested in Congrees. 
: .. The crest or conatellation denotes a new State taking ita pbce and rank among other 
IOYereign powen. 

.. The escutcheon is borne on the breut of an American eagle, Without any other sup­
porter, to denote that the United States of America ought to rely on their own virtue • 

.. The pyramid on the reverse signifies strength and dnration. The eye over it, with 
the motto, 'Alilluil OlJlJ]ltW (' Prosper our Endesvors'), alludes to the many signal 
interposition! of Providence in ravor of the American CI_ 

,. The date undernesth is that of the Dec1aretion of Independence, and the words ~ 
it lignify the beginning or the new American era, which commenCH from that date." 

Medical· Director J. D. Miller, U. S. N., under date Oct. U, 1875, certifies the fore­
ping to be an exact copy oCthe original, when in the ,-ion of the late Dr. WDliam 
P. C. Barton, U. S. N., which _ followed by a deacription or the arms .. prepand 
by William Barton, and adopted June ZO, 1782. 
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AMERICAN YACHT CLUBS. 

" Up with the anchor I the white-crested billows 
Are leaping like dolph ius our swift keel to greet; 

Awake I allye sluggards, throw by your soft pillows, 
Make sail on our darling, the Queen of the Fleet. 

"She welcomes the breeze with ripples of laughter, 
And shows her white teeth at each wave that we meet; 

She ilinga back the spray at crafts that come after; 
Ah I none can compare with our Queen of the Fleet." 

yachting Song, by B. 8. Barker. 

Yachting has ever been, and must always remain, an aristocratic 
sport. The cost of building and maintaining the smallest yacht 

places yachting beyond the resources of 
any but the wealthy. The rich merchants 
of Tyre, according to the Prophet Ezekiel, 
had their private galleys, with "benches 
of ivory" and masts of cedar of Lebanon, 
and sails of "fine linen with broidered 
work from Egypt." The yachts of the Ro­
man emperors were built of costly cedar in­
laid, and had their sterns studded with rare 
jewels. They were furnished with baths, 
porticos, and even hot-houses and gardens. 
It is safe to conclude that they never 
engaged in ocean regatta..'3, or were remark­
able for speed. The royal yachts of Eng­
land, Holland, and Russia are perfec­
tions of their class, in reference to the 
comfort of their accommodations, rather 

The Commodona' OceaDCIaaIIeDp than in the . perfection of their models. 
Cup. 

Queen Victoria has three steam yachts, 
the Prince of Wales two, and the Duke of Edinburgh one. The 
latter, being a sailor, has seen that his yacht possesses seagoing 
qualities and speed as well as cabin accommodationa Napoleon III. 
kept three steam yachts, which are now the property of the republic. 
For many years the Czar of Russia has maintained an imperial yacht 
club at St. Petersburg, to encourage a taste for nautical science among 
the young nobility of his empire.l 

• Yacht. Uld Yaebtiojt, in • 8cribner'.lIonthly,' (or Augoat, 18i2. 
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The English naval dockyards built royal yachts as far back as 1660, 
when Phineas Petts was the master shipwright of the royal navy. 
Charles II. owned the yacht Mary, of one hundred and sixty-three 
tons, and the Queensborough, of twenty-seven tons. Pepys mentions 
a race, May, 1661, between a Dut.ch yacht belonging to the Merry 
Monarch, and a new one built by Petts, and says: «Commissioner 
Petta's do prove better than the Dutch one that his brother [the before­
mentioned master shipwright] built." 

William Falconer, the author of • The Shipwreck: in his • Marine 
Dictionary: first published in 1769, defines a yacht as "a vessel of 
state, usually employed to convey princes, ambassadors, or otber great 
personages from one kingdom to another." II As the principal design." 
he adds, "of a yacht is to accommodate the passengers, it is usually 
fitted with a variety of convenient apartments, with suitable furniture, 
according to the quality or number of persons contained therein. 

.. The royal yachts are commonly rigged as ketches, except the 
principal one, reserved for the sovereign, which is equipped with 
three masts, like a ship. They are generally elegantly furnished and 
richly ornamented with sculpture, and always commanded by captains 
in the royal navy . 

.. Besides these, there are many other yachts of a smaller kind, em­
ployed by the commissioners of the ex<ri.se, navy, and customs, or 
used as pleasure-boats by private gentlemen." 

A plate of flags published in Entick's • Naval History,' in 1757. 
shows the ensign of the Water Club of Cork to have been a llnion jack 
with an Irish harp in a green square in the centre of the two crosses.. 
This flag only differs from the flag of the Lord-Lieutebant or Viceroy of 
Ireland of to-day in the color of the square or shield which SUl'l'Ounds 
the harp, and being minus the cross of St. Patrick, added in 1801. 

Modern yachting may be said to have had its origin in 1720, when 
the II Cork Water Club," called since 1828 II The Royal Cork Yacht 
Club," was first organi£ed. This club then consisted of only a very 
few vessels, whose appearance at a modem regatta would most un­
doubtedly cause a sensation. Their hulls closely resembled the shape 
of a walnut with a curved stem and a large poop. The mast was in 
the middle of the boAt, and the bowsprit pointed well up to the skY. 
while the lift of boom would seem to modem eyes simply enormous­
Still they were good, wholesome sea-boats, though perhaps hardly 
handsome to look at. They could not, however, travel very fast in a 
light breeze, as topsails were a commodity they did not possess. n 
was, however, many years before pleasure sailing was imported into 
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England; for it wu not until 1775, at the beginning of the American 
war, that a yacht was introduced on the Thames, and then the type of 
boat was but very little different from the old Cork water-boat. About 
this time the Gravesend II tilt-boats" used to carry passengers between 
London and Gravesend, and their skippers were so proud of their per­
formances that they boasted that they could beat any yacht upon 
the river. Matches between them naturally arose, and hence the first 
taste of the pleasure of yacht-racing was felt. This led to matches 
being made between the yachts themselves; and yachting, being pat­
ronized by the Duke of Clarence, afterwards William IV., began to 
be taken up as a fashionable amusement. The first regatta was held 
in Cork harbor in 1812. In that year, the Royal Yacht Club waa 
founded, and, counting among its members many influential and 
wealthy noblemen and gentlemen, much encouragement was given 
to the production of superior Cast-sailing yachts. It held its first 
regatta in 1828. 

The first outcome of this rivalry was a revolution in the form of 
yacht lines, which by degrees were made sharper, while the old poop 
was swept away, as it was found to hold too much wind in going to 
windward. But as fashion always runs in extremes, so the cod's head 
and mackerel tail now became the prevailing type. - the stem right 
down in the water and the bow cocked up, - and this type remained 
in vogue many years. At this period, the idea remained fixed that, 
no matter what the form of the hull, speed was to be obtained by 
crowding on as much canvas as possible, and consequently by increas­
ing also the amount of ballast in order to enable a yacht to stand up 
under her enormous spars and sails. The cut of these great sails was, 
however, not much considered, and huge jibs were to be seen with 
great slack feet, while the after-peak of the mainsail shook and shiv­
ered, and its foot hung in a great curve below the boom. Then, too, the 
system of shifting ballast was resorted to in order to assist a vessel in 
standing up under her great spread of canvas. In 1840, the hull of 
yachts began again to receive attention, - a deep, sharp floor was in­
troduced, so as to get the ballast lower and gain stiffness, while the 
beam was reduced; and swift vessels but unwholesome sea-boats were 
obtained. The old cod's-head bow was condemned, and a sharp bow 
with a fine run took its place. At last, in 1851, the English yachts­
men, thinking their yachts with the smallest hull anu biggest amount 
of ballast and canvas were perfection, proceeded to cballenge the whole 
world, and were beaten by the yacht America.1 . 

1 The SportImaD'. Year-Book, 1880. 
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Yachting 1I0urishes in England more than in any other country, 
inasmuch as the English have great wealth concentrated in the 
hands of a few, and the coast of Great Britain is studded with good 
harbors. There are fifty yacht clubs in England, each of which has 
a 1Iag, which only its members who are yacht-owners have a right to 
display. The Royal Yacht Squadron, ofCowes, besides its squadron flag, 
has the exclusive right to carry the white ensign of the British navy. 
In 1850, the yacht fleet of England numbered eight hundred vessels. 
In 1867, Hunt's • Universal Yacht List' gave the number as one thou­
sand and forty-eight; in 1875, three thousand and sevent~two. The 
cost of the yacht fleet of Great Britain in 1872 was estimated at 
110,000,000, and the cost of its annual maintenance not far from 
12,000,000. Over ten thousand men are employed in the English 
yachts. The number of yachts on Hunt's list in 1879 had increased. 
to three thousand seven hundred and five. 

In 1876-77, Mr. Thomas Brassey, M.P., made a vOY8ecre around 
the world in his yacht Sunbeam; leaving Cowes, England, July 6, 
1876, and arriving at Cowes, on his return, May 26, 1877. 

The history of aquatic sports in this country is but little known. 
The first boat club established was the Knickerbocker, in New York 
City, in 1811. It was disbanded the following year, owing to the 
war with England After many years, Robert L and John Stevens, 
Ogden Hoffman, Samuel Verplanck, Charles L Livingston, Robert 
Emmet, and others, to the number of one hundred, started, in 1830, 
the New York Boat Club. Their first boat was built by Joseph Fran­
cis, but was soon presented to the Emperor of Russia. The second. a 
double-decked barge of sixteen oars, thirty feet long, and called the 
Seadrift, is still in excellent preservation, half a century after its con­
struction. It is of chestnut and oak, and has been intrusted to Mr. 
Samuel Verplanck and his heirs, to be preserved as long as any of the 
members continue living. A number still exist, including Captain 
Francis, the veteran builder. 

The first yacht club in the United States was styled the II Hoboken 
Model Yacht Club." It was organized in 1840, and consisted of a few 
small sail-boats. In 1844, it was merged in the New York Yacht 
Club, organized that year with one hundred and seventy-one members 
and a fleet of seventeen vessels, but not incorporated until 1865. This 
club has now four hundred and forty members, and a squadron of fifty­
five vessels, with an aggregate of five thousand tons, representing a 
cost value of about two millions of dollars, while the value of the 
yacht lIeet of the whole country, represented by thirty-one distinct 
clubs, was, in 1872, estimated to have cost five millions. 
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With a curious sort of appropriateness, the initial meeting of the 
New York Yacht Club was held on board a small vesse1lying in New 
York harbor, in days when the universal introduction of steam had 
not vitiated the force of the classical quotation, «Nos agimur tumidis 
'Delis," which has since been adopted as its motto. As far back as 
1844, half a dozen gentlemen began to discuss the formation of a club 
for the cultivation of naval science, and had several informal meetings 
for the debating of preliminaries on board that little vessel Edward 
A. Stevens was one of the first movers in the matter, seconded by Roh­
ert S. Hone, Jonathan McVicker, and Hamilton Morton, who acted as 
the secretary for its first struggling years. 

The club was not at first successful, and numbered for several years 
but few members. Three or four members were added in 1845, half a 
dozen in 1846, Moses H. Grinnell among the number, until, in 1850 
the membership numbered one hundred. 

During this period the New York Yacht Club struggled bravely to 
keep its head above water, and a taste for the sport was created by it. 
In 1848, Congress was appealed to, and a special statute was enacted 
instructing the Secretary of the Navy to permit vessels of the club, 
employed exclusively as pleasure crafts, &c., to be licensed to proceed 
from port to port of the United Sta~ without entering or clearing at 
the custom-house. 

In 1848, through the influence and exertions of the New York 
Yacht Club, the following act for the encouragement of yachting was 
enacted:-

" .An act to authorize the Secretary of the Trean.ry to lictnlle yachU, and for 
other PUrpolU. 

. "SBOTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized to cause yachts, used and employed ex­
clu8ively &8 pleasure veasels, and designed &8 models of naval architecture, 
and to be enrolled &8 American veasels, to be licensed on term8 which will 
authorize them to proceed from port to port of the United States 1 without 
entering or clearing at the custom-house. Such license 8hall be in 8uch form 
&8 the Secretary of the Treasury may preacribe: Pro.w.ea, 8uch veasels 80 

enrolled and licensed 8hall not be allowed to transport merchandise, or carry 
passengers for pay : .And provided further, that the owner of any 8uch vessel, 
before taking out 8uch licen8e, 8hall give bond in such form and for 8uch 
amount &8 the Secretary of the Treasury 8hall preacribe, conditional that the 

1 Amended June 20, 1870, by the iDeertion of the words, .. and by eea to foreign 
porta." 
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said 't'eII88l shall not engage in any unlawful trade, aDd shaD. Comply with the 
laws in all other respect&. 

"Sao. 2. And be it further enacted, That all such veaaela shaD, in all 
reapecta, except 88 above, be subject to the lawa of the United States, aod 
ahall be liable to seizure and forfeiture for any violaii.on of Ole proviaiODS or 
this act. 

"SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That all such licensed yachts aball 
use a signal of the form, size, and colors preaeribed by the Secretary of the 
Navy, and the owners thereof shall at all times permit the naval architects in 
the employ of the United States ~ examine and copy the models of said 
yachts. 

"Approved August 7, 1848." 

.AMERICAN YACHT ENsIGNS. 

The flag prescribed by the Secretary of the Navy, under authority 
of this act, and which continues to be the recognized American yacht 
ensign, was the American ensign, substituting in the blue field a white 
foul anchor, encircled by thirteen stars in white, in lieu of a star for 
each State. (See Plate I.) 

In 1870, the act of 1848 was amended, as follows:-

"..4.a act to amend aa ad·tntitkd C..4.a ad to avtAorize eM &cl'darJ 0/ 1M 
TrealUry to li«ue 1Ia.cAu.' 

"SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congreaa assembled, That the first sec­

tion of the act, entitled ' An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
license yachts, and for other purpoaea,' approved August 7, 184,8, is hereby 
amended, by iuserting in the first clause thereof, after the words 'port to pod 
of the United States,' the worda 'and by sea to foreign porta.' 

"SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That yachts belonging to • regu­
larlyorganized yacht club of any foreign nation, which shall extend like priv­
ileges to the yachts of the United States, shall have the privilege of entering 
or leaving any port of the United States without entering or clearing at the 
custom· house thereof, or paying tormage tax. 

"SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the identification of yachta 
and their owners, a commission to sail for pleasure in any designated yaeh' 
belonging to any regularly organized and incorporated yacht club, stating 
the exemptioDS and privileges enjoyed under it, may be issued by the See­
retary of the Treasury, and shall be a token of credit to any United States 
official, and to the authorities of any foreign power, for privileges enjoyed 
under it. 

"SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That every yacht visiting a foreign 
country under the provisions of this act ahall, on its return to the U nUecl 
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States, make due entry at the C1J8tom-ho1ll8 of the port at which, on such 
return, it shall arrive. 

"Approved June 29, 1870." 

The following are the forms adopted for licensing and commission­
ing American yachts, and for application for a commission. I am in­
formed by the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury that up to April, 
1872, only one commission had been issued. 

.. Official number. 
II Numeral letter.· 

"LICBNSB 

" 0/ (J yaUt 0/ ttMItg lou aatl uptl1(Jf'tU, to pr"OCNJfl .from pore to pore of 1M 
U"iUd, Statu, IIIitAout eT&tm,,!/ or ckari,,!/ at 1M ~. 

"In pursuance of an act of the Congress of the United States ot America, 
entitled • An act to authorize the Secretary ot the Treasury to license yachts, 
and for other purpoaes,' -- having given bond that the -- called the 
--, whereof the said -- are owners, burden -- tons and -- hun­
dredths of a ton, as appears by her enrolment, dated at --, used and em­
ployed exclusively as a pleasure vessel, and designed as a model of naval 
architecture, shall not, while this license continues in force, transport mer­
chandise, or carry passengers for pay, or engage in any unlawful trade, nor 
in any way violate the revenue laws of the United States, and shall comply 
with the laws in all other respects. 

" License is hereby granted for the said yacht called the --, to proceed 
from port to port of the United States, without entering or clearing at the 
custom-house, but not to be allowed to transport merchandise or carry pas­
sengers for pay. This license to continue and be in force for one year from 
the date hereof, and no longer. Given under my hand and seal at --, this 
- day of--, in the year 187-. 

"--, Collector. 
"-, Naval 0Ji«r." 

APPLICATION FOB A YACHT CoJOlI88IOlf •. 

181-. 
.. I, -, owner ot the yacht called the -, of -, hereby make 

application for a commission to sail the said yacht on a voyage of pleasure 
to a foreign port or porta, under the provWona of sec. 3, Act of June 29, 
1870. 

-, Orner. 

"To -, Collector of Customs: 
"Description: Name --; Home Port, --; Managing Owner, --; 

Yaster,--; Rig,--; Tonnage,--j NameofYachtClub,--; Oflicial 
Number, --; Bound for --. 
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"CuSTOM Houn, -, 187-. 

"I hereby certify that the above-mentioned yacht belongs to the-­
Yacht Club, an association duly incorporated and organized under the laws 
of the State of --, and I recommend that the above application for a com­
mission be granted by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

"--, Oollet:tor." 

CODI8810N. 

"OOMmiaioa 1M' CI PlealJ'lWe yacAt, VMn- tAe Ad 01 Jvru 29, 1870.­
The Secretary of the Treasury of the U uited States of America. To all to 
whom these presents shall come greeting: Be it known, that whereas t.he 
yacht called the --, of --, whereof -- is at present master or com­
mander, being echooner-rigged and of the burden of -- tons, or there­
about&, her official number being --, belonging to an association duly in­
corporated and organized under the laws of the State of --, known as the 
--, hath been duly enrolled and licensed according to law, which said 
yacht is now lying at the port of --, bound for --, on a voyage of 
pleaeure i and whereas --, the owner thereof, has made application for a 
commission for the said yacht under the provisions of the act hereinafter 
mentioned : 

.. Now, therefore, I, George S. Boutwell, Secretary of the Treasnry, in 
pursuance of authority in me vested by the act entitled • An act to amend 
an act, entitled an act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to license 
yacht&,' approved June 29, 1870, do hereby commieeion the aforesaid yacht 
called the --, as a vessel of the United States, entitled to proceed from 
port to port of the United States, and by sea to foreign porte, without enter­
ing or clearing at the custom-house: Provid«J, that said yacht shall not 
transport merchandise nor carry passengers for pay, nor engage in any unlaw­
ful trade, nor in any way violate the laws of the United States: ..And ~ 
w;ded lurtker, that the said yacht having visited a foreign country shall, on 
returning to the United States, make due entry at the custom-house of the 
district within which on such return she shall fi1'8t arrive, and shall there­
upon surrender this commieeion j and 80 long as the aforesaid conditione sball 
be faithfully observed, this commission shall be a token of credit to any 
United States official at home or abroad, and to the authorities of any foreign 
power, for the privileges enjoyed under it. 

.. In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and caused 
the seal of the Treasury Department to be affixed, at the city of Washington, 
on the --day of --, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy --. 

"Attest : 
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A pretty long net-work of law to cover so small a matter. Thus 
protected and fostered, the work pressed bravely on. The progress, 
however, of the popular taste in this direction was very gradual. In 
1850, the whole fleet of the club could be counted on one's fingers. It 
had its regattas, but they were not the popular events they have since 
become. 

In the summer of 1851, the yacht America,l built by George L 
Steers, bearing the pennant of John C. Stevens, Commodore of the 

The America·, CI1P. 

New York Yacht Club, crossed the Atlantic to 
take part in an international yacht race, open to 
the yachts of all nations. Sailing from Havre 
to Cowes, she fell in with the crack yacht of 
England, whose owner proposed a race. Her sail­
ing-master (Commodore S. not being on board) 
assented, and the yachts started for Cowes, J sle 
of Wight. The America soon left the English 
yacht astern, which so frightened the English­
men, that the international race was given up. 
Commodore Stevens then posted a notice in the· 
Club House at Cowes offering to race the Amer­
ica against any English yacht for ten thousand 
guineas. That offer was not accepted; but the 
America was entered for one of the Royal Yacht 
Club matches, the prize being a cup presented 
by the squadron, open to the yachts of any 
country, of any rig, and of any' size, to be sailed 
without time allowance, around the Isle of 

Wight. There were sixteen entries. The America won the race with 
ease, and returned with the cup to the United States. Her owner 
presented the cup to the New York Yacht Club, to be always held 
as a challenge cup. It received the name of the • Queen's Cup: 
though British yachtsmen call it the '1851, or America's Cup,' its 
proper name. The deed of trust to the New York Yacht Club reads 
as follows:-

II Any organized yacht club of any foreign country shall always be 
entitled, through anyone or more of its members, to claim the right 
of sailing a match with any yacht or other vessel of not less than 
thirty nor more than three hundred tons, measured by the custom­
house rule of the country to which the vessel belongs. 

II The parties desiring to sail for the cup may make any match with 
t~e yacht club in possession of the same that may be determined upon 

1 The America is DOW owned by the HoD. Benjamin F. Butler. 
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by mutual consent; but, in case of 'disagreement as to terms, the match 
shall be sailed over the usual -course for the annual regatta of the 
yacht- club in possession of the cup, and subject to its rules and regu­
lations, the challenging party being bound to give six months' notice in 
writing, fixing the day they may wish to start. This notice to embrace 
the length, custom-house measurement, rig, and name of the vessel'-

The great event in the history of the New York Yacht Club took 
place in 1866-67, when the Henrietta, Vesta, and Fleetwing crossed 
the Atlantic, the Henrietta, belonging to James Gordon Bennett, Jr .. 
winning the race. 

This daring event contributed more to give a status to our coun­
try's yachts and yachtsmen than any feat ever before accomplished by 
them. For years, although the speed of our yachts was admitted, it 
was the custom, at home and abroad, to consider our yachtsmen as 
smooth-water sailors, addicted to cruising in land-locked bays, and 
seldom venturing off soundings. After this race, all such jibes were 
forever silenced. 

The start in this ocean race was made Dec. 11,1866. The course 
was from Sandy Hook Light-ship to the Needle's Light, in the Eng­
lish Channel; it was a sweepstake race, for a purse of ninety thousand 
dollars, - thirty thousand dollars for each yacht, the winner receiving 
the entire amount. 

The contestants were the schooners Henrietta, a keel yacht of 205 
tons, the Vesta, centre board, of 201 tons, and the Fleetwing, keel, of 
212 tons. The race was a close and gallant one, all three making 
their Cowes anchorage within three hours of each other. After the 
first day out, the vessels saw nothing more of each other until they 
encountered in port. Mr. Bennett went out in the Henrietta, and Mr. 
George Lorillard in the Vesta. The Henrietta, Captain Samuels, carried 
off the honors, making the passage in 13 days, 22 hours, 46 minutes.1 

The Henrietta was modelled by William Tooker, and built by 
Henry Steers, at Greenport. She was launched in June, 1861. Her 
dimensions were 107 feet on deck, 99 feet water line j tonnage, by 
custom-house measurement, 205 tons. 

Soon after her launch the civil war began. Mr. Bennett gener­
ously placed. her at the disposal of the government. His offer was 
accepted, and the yacht was commissioned as a revenue cutter, and 

1 We are indebted to the politeness of the publishers or • BrentaDo'. Monthly' for 
the engraving of the Henrietta. 

The • Log of the Vesta,' by CoL stuart K. Taylor, and • How the Henrietta Won.' 
by Stephen Fiske, published in • Brentano's Monthly,' are admirable records of the _ 
See, also, the illustrated paper on Yachts and Yachting in • Scribner's Monthly,' Tol. iT .. 
AUgust, 1872. 
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did efficient service from New York to Florida, and at tbe close of the 
war, in 1865, returned to the service of the New York Yacht Club. 
In September, 1865, she was beaten by the Fleetwing. in a race around 
Cape May Ligbt-ship, by 1 bour, 19 minutes. In October she was 
defeated by the Vesta over the same course, both her contestants in 
the ocean race, when she came oft' victor. 

After the Henrietta's return from the ocean race she was laid up, 
and ultimately sold for fifteen thousand dollars, to a Boston gentle­
man, for a fruiter; and, after making several successful voya.:,aes, she 
was lost oft' the coast of Honduras, Dec. 16, 1872, on her return voy­
age to New York The Henrietta will always be thought of as win­
ner of the first mid-winter ocean yacht race across the Atlantic, and 
no subsequent yacht race can ever deprive her of its laurels. After 
her triumph, Mr. Bennett bought her antagonist, the Fleetwing, for 
sixty-five thousand dollars, and renamed her the Dauntless. 

In 1870, the raee between the Dauntless, belonging to Bennett, 
and Cambria, belonging to Mr. Ashbury, was undertaken. resulting in 
the defeat of the Dauntless. 

The club-house of the New York Yacht Club, bought in 1868, is a 
villa-like strueture, located in Clifton, Staten Island, and is conducted 
on house rules varying in no substantial particular from city clubs in 
general. 

The admission fee to the Club is forty dollars; annual dues, twenty­
five dollars . 
. The New York Yacht Club remained in undisturbed possession of 

the America's cup until 1870, when Commodore Ashbury, of the Royal. 
Harwich Yacht Club, England, challenged the New York club, and 
entered the yacht Cambria against the fleet of the New York Yacht 
Club, over their course. The race was sailed Aug. 8, 1870, and was 
won by the Magic, of the New York Yacht Club, the Cambria being 
the tenth yacht in. Commodore Ashbury, returning to England, had. 
a new yacht built, the Livonia, and a.:,aain challenged the holders of 
the cup to sail a series of races, the first of which came oft' Oct. 16. 
1871, and was won by the New York yacht Columbia. The second 
race was between the Livonia and Columbia, Oct. 18, 1871, and was 
also won by the Columbia. The third race was run the next day, 
between the same vessels, and under a time allowance the victory was 
assigned to the Livonia. A fourth race, between the Livonia and 
Sappho, was won by the Sappho; and a fifth race, between the Livonia 
and Dauntless, was won by the Dauntless. These races were all sailed 
under the rules of the New York Yacht Club, under the management 
of the club committee. That they were fairly won, and proved tb.e 
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superiority of the models of the American yachts. there can be no 
doubt. The Livonia sailed for England. November 9, leaving the cup 
in the possession of the New York club. . 

During our civil war. the America. which had previously been 
purchased by an English gentleman, became a noted blockade-runner, 
but W8.'I once 80 closely pressed that she was run on shore and scuttled. 
She was raised by our officers, repaired by the United States govern­
ment, and stationed at the Naval Academy at Annapolis, where she 
was used for experimental practice until June, 1873, when she was 
offered at auction, and purchased by Major-General Benjamin F. Butler. 
who was the only bidder, for five thousand dollars, and she is now 
(1880) owned by him. 

The following are the names of the principal American yacht clubB 
whose signal-flags are given in the colored illustration (Plate X.), with 
the date of their organization or incorporation, when known:-

AMERICAN YACHT CLUBS. 

Organised. 

1. ~ ••••••••••• 1870 
2. Portland •••••••••• 1869 
3. Boston ••••••••••• 1866 
4. New York •••••••• 1844 
5. Columbia......... 1867 
6. Hudson River ••••• 1873 
7. Chatauqua Lake ••• 1871 
8. Jersey City ••••••• 1858 
9. San Francl,sco ••••• 1870 

10. Georgia •••••••••• 
ll. N. Y. Canoe •••••• 
12. Riverside ••••••••• 1871 
J:J. South Boston •••••• 1868 
14. Brooklyn .•••••••• 1857 
15. Seawanhaka •••••• 1871 
16. Central Hudson •••• 1874 
17. Rockaway •••••••• 1874 
18. New Jersey ••••••• 
19. Stapleton .•••••••• 
20. South Carolina .•••• 
21. American Model •.• 
22. Madison, Wis ...••• 1870 
23. Lynn ••••••••••••• 1870 
24. Dorchester ..•••••• 1870 
25. Long Island .•••••• 
26. Knickerbocker ••••. 1874 
27. Genessee ..••••••• 1874 
28. Oshkosh, Wi&. ••••• 1870 

IDcor. Orpnbed. !Door. 
1871 29. Union, N. J ..•..• 

30. Otego ••••••••••• 
1868 31. St. Augustine ••••• 
1865 32. Poughkeepsie lee .• 
1868 33. Beverley •..•••••• 1872 
1875 34. Bunker Hill • • • • •• 1869 

35. Manhattan ••••••• 1870 
1866 36. Hoboken .•••••••• 1856 1868 

31. Neenah •.•••••••• 1874 
38. Long Island •••••• 1872 
39. New Brunswick ••• 1875 
40. Oceanic ..•••••••• 
41. International ••••• 1874 

1864 42. N. Hamburg lee " 1869 
43. Haverhill ..•••••• 1874 
44. Royal Sail .••••••• 
45. Williamsburg .•.•• 1870 1871 
46. Harlem •••••••••• 
47. Riverside .•••••••• 
48. Atlantic ••••••••• 1846 1846 
49. Copenhagen .••••• 

1871 50. Royal Canadian •.• 
51. Royal Hamal[ ..••• 
52. Royal Bermuda. ••• 
53. Warwick .••••••• 
M. ProepeetPark Model 
55. Long Island Model 

• 
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NATIONAL AND PATRIOTIC SONGS. 

" I knew a very wise maD, who believed that if a man were pennitted to make 
an the ballads, he need not care who should make the laws, of a nation."­
.AtIChto Fletcher. 

HAIL COLUMBIA. 

BY JOSEPH HOPJUNSON. 

The author of this lyric was the Hon. Joseph Hopkinson, LLD., 
a Bon of Francis Hopkinson. He was Vice-President of the American 
Philosophical Society, and President of the Pennsylvania Academy of 
Fine Arts, &c. He died at Philadelphia, Jan. 15,1842, aged seventy­
two years. In a letter addressed to the Rev. Rwns W. Griswold, a 
few months before his death, he wrote :-

" • Hail Columllia ' was written in the summer of 1798, when war with 
France was thought to be inevitable. Congress was then in session in 
Philadelphia, deliberating upon that important subject, and acts of hostility 
had actually taken place. -The contest between England and France was 
raging, and the people of the United States were divided into parties for the 
one side or the other, some thinking that policy and duty required us to 
espouse the cause of republican France, as she was called, while othera were 
for connecting ourselves with England, under the belief that she was the 
great preservative power of good principles and safe government. The vio­
lation of our rights by both belligerents was forcing us from the jnst and 
wise policy of President Washington, which was to do equal justice to both, 
but to take part with neither, and to preserve a strict and honest neutrality 
between them. The prospect of a rupture with France was exceedingly 
offensive to the portion of the people who espoused her cause, and the 
violence of the spirit of party has never risen higher, I think not so 
high, in our country, as it did at that time, upon that question. The theatre 
was then open in our city. A young man belonging to it, whose talent was 
high as a singer, was about to take a benefit. I had known him when he 
was at school On this acquaintance, he called on me one Saturday after­
noon, his benefit being announced for the following Monday. His pros­
pects were very disheartening; but he said that if he could get a patriotic 
song adapted to • The President's March' he did not doubt of a full house; 
that the poets of the theatrical corps had been trying to accomplish it, bu~ 
had not succeeded. I told him I would try wha~ I could do for him. He 
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came the next aftemoon, and the song, such as it is, was ready for him. 
The object of the author was to get up an American spirit which should be 
independent of, and above the intele8ts, paaaion, and policy of both bellig­
erents, and look and feel exclusively for our honor and rights. No alluaioD 
is made to France or England, or the quarrel between them, or to the qUell­
ti<?n which was moat in fault in their treatment of U8. Of cowse the BOng 
found favor with both parties, for both were American; at least, neither 
could disown the sentimenta and feelinga i~ indicated. Such is the history 
of this lOng, which baa endured infinitely beyond the expectation of the 
author, as it is beyond any merit it can boast of except that of being truly 
and exclusively patriotic in ita sentimenta and spirit. 

" Very Ie8peetfully, 
.. Your moat obedient servant, 

•• BeY. Rt7J17s W. GJUBWOLD." .. Jos. HOPI[IN80S. 

Mr. Hopkinson was twenty-eight years old when he wrote • Hail 
Columbia.' Printed and written documents show it was written in 
April, at 132 Spruce Street, Philadelphia. where he then resided. 
• The Aurora' of May 5, says: "Joseph Hopkinson, the author of 
the late Federal song to the tune of • The President's March,' has 
been nominated by the President a commissioner to transact some 
business with the Indians. He has written his song to some tune,­
that's clear ! " 

Mr. Reinagle, with Mr. Wignall, of the new theatre, on Chestnut 
Street, arranged the music for the song, and for • The President's 
Marca' Both were printed by Willig, the music-seller on South 
Fourth Street, Philadelphia. The author, in a letter to • The Wyoming 
Bard,' Aug. 24, 1840, giving a particular history of its composition, 
says it was called for on Saturday, completed on Sunday evening, 
announced Monday morning, and sung at the theatre the same even­
ing. A correspondent of the • Historical Mlloaazine' says it was writ­
ten II at the request of Mr. Gilbert Fox," a professed vocalist, who was, 
no doubt, the actor alluded to by Mr. Hopkinson. 

The morning papers of the 25th of April announced the tragedy of 
• The Italian Monk' for the benefit of Mr. Fox, II after which an entire 
new song (written by a citizen of Philadelphia), to the tune of • The 
President's March,' will be sung, accompanied by a full band and a 
grand chorus." It was encored, and repeated eight times, the audi­
ence at last joining in the chorus. The words were immediately 
caught up and repeated in all parts of the city, and thence through­
out the country. It was sung at night in the streets by large assem­
blies of citizens, including some members of Congress. 
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'The President's March' was a popular air, and the adaptation 
easy. It was composed in honor of President Washington, then re­
siding at No. 190 High Street, Philadelphia, by a German teacher of 
music named Roth,1 or Boat, familiarly known as .. Old Boat." He 
was considered as an eccentric, and kind of a droll, and took snuft' 
immoderately. Philip Roth, teacher of music, described as living at 
25 Crown Street, whose name appears in all the Philadelphia di­
rectories from 1791 to 1799, inclusive, was probably the author of the 
march. 

According to his son, who asserted he was one of the performers, 
the march was composed by Professor Phyla, of Philadelphia, and 
was played at Trenton, in 1789, when Washington passed over to 
New York to be inaugurated. 2 

During the centennial year an autograph copy of 'Hail Columbia' 
was displayed in the museum at Independence Hall, Philadelphia. 
This copy was written from memory. Feb. 22, 1828, and presented to 
George M. Keim. Esq., of Reading, in compliance with a request made 
by him. It has marginal notes, one of which informs us that the 
passage 'Behold the chief' refers to John Adams, then President of the 
United States; Mr. Hopkinson also presented General Washington 
with a copy of his poem, and received from him a complimentary 
letter of thanks, which is now in the possession of his descendantS; 
The autograph fae-simile we give is from an autograph in the p0s­

session of C. D. Hildebrand, Esq., of Philadelphia. 

1 Poalson's Advertiser, 1829. 
I Historical Magazine, voL iii. 23; Baltimore Clipper, 18U; American IUatorical 

Record, voL i 53; Hollo S. Salisbury's paper before the American Antiquarian Society, 
1872. . 
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER. 

BT FRANCIS SCOTT KET. 

The author of this lyric, by profession a lawyer, was bom in Fred­
erick County, Md., Aug. 1, 1779, and died in Baltimore, Jan. 11, 
1843. He was educated at St. Johns College, Annapolis, practised 

-c..c"O T}(t O,\IGIf(.oJ. Of" .0..>-

"'tlWl S"Wt. ~ BMIIEIl': 

law in Frederick City, 
and Washington, 
D. C., and is buried in 
Frederick, Md It is 
to be regretted his de­
scendants were not all 
as loyal to the flag in 
ita hour of peril as he 
was. 

The song, which 
has immortalized his 
name and become na­
tional, was inspired by 
the author's witness­
ing the bombardment 
of Fort McHenry, 
Sept. 13,1814. "The 
scene which he de­
scribes, and the warm 
spirit of patriotism 
which breathes in the 
song," says his brother­
in-law, Chief Justice 
Taney, " were not the 
offspring of mere 

fancy or poetic imagination. He describes what he actually saw, and 
he tells us what he felt while witnessing the conflict, and what he felt 
when the battle was over and the victory won by his conntrymen. 
Every word came warm from his heart, and for that reason, even more 
tMon its poetical merit, it never fails to find response in the hearts of 
those who listen to it." 
. The song was first published in the' Baltimore American' of Sept. 
21,1814, a week after the battle, with these prefatory remarks.~ "This 
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BOng was composed under the following circumstances. - A gentleman 
left Baltimore in a flag of truce, for the purpose of getting releaseci 
from the British fleet a friend of his who had been captured at Marl­
borough.l He went as far as the mouth of the Patuxent, and was not 
permitted to return lest the intended attack upon Baltimore should 
be discloaed. He was therefore brought up the bay to the mouth of 
.tbe Patapeco. where his flag [ of truce] vessel was kept under the 
guns of a frigate [the Surprise]. and was comPelled to witness the 
,bombardment of Fort McHenry, which the admiral had boasted he 
could carry in a few hours. He watched the flag at the fort through 
the whole day. with an anxiety that can be better Celt than described. 
until the night prevented him Crom seeing it. In the night he 
watched the bombshells. and at early dawn his eye was again greeted 
by the proudly waving flag oC his country." 

A writer in the 'American Historical Record' for January, 1873. 
laYS it was " while pacing the deck of the ' cartel ship Minden,' between 
midnight and dawn, that Key composed this song." Her Majesty's 
ship of the line of that name has generally been credited as having 
been the vessel on board of which it was composed; but she was not 
one of the enemy's fleet at the bombardment. From 1854 to 1859. 
~he Minden. 74, in the words of a BOng. 'being no more fit for the 
eea,' was anchored in Hong Kong harbor, China, as a hospital ship. 
When broken up in 1859, her timbers were anxiously BOught after bT 
patriotic Americans, from the supposition that on her deck our Da­

tional song was composed. 2 

Judge Taney, whose information was derived from Mr. Key, in a 
letter introductory to Key's poem, furnishes the following narrative 
Jeg&rding its composition: -

"[Vice] Admiral [Sir Alexander] Cochrane, with whom Key dined 

I Dr. Beanes, a leading physician of Marlborough, the intimate friend of Xr. It~ • 
..tao. hoUle had been the quarters of Admiral Cockburn aDd BOme of the principal officers 
of the army, when the British troops camped at Kadborough on their man:h to Waab­
ington. 

In a letter to his mother, under date Georgetown, 2d September, 1814, Key writes : 
"I am going in the morning to BAltimore, to proceed in • /lag _1 to General It-. 
Old Dr. Beanes, of Marlboro', is taken priBOner by the ellemy. who threaten to cany 
him oft: Some of his friends have urged me to apply for. ftag of truce to go aDd try to 
procure his release. I hope to return in about eight or ten days, though it is uncertain. 
u I do not know where to find the fteet." Thia letter is now in the posaession or Frank 
II. Etting, Eaq., or Philadelphia. 

I Colonel John L Warner, in 1867, read. paper before the Peunsylnnia Bia&Ilrkal 
Society, in ·which he says, Key" was received with cou.rtesy on board the Mind .. Ad· 
miral Cockburn's ftag·ship." His account 1 followed in the first edition of this work. 
lint for obvious _III 1 now give Judge Taney's, 
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'on the day of his arrival at the fleet, apologized for notaceommodating 
him on board his own ship [the Royal Oak] during his detention, S8:j­
ing it was already crowded with officers of the army, but that he and 
his friend, Mr. Skinner, would be well taken care of on board the 
frigate Surprise, commanded by his son, Sir Thomas Cochrane, to 
which frigate they went accordingly transferred. Mr. Key and Mr. 
J. S. Skinner continued on board the Surprise until the fleet reached 
the Patapsco, and preparations were made for landing the troops. 
Admiral Cochrane then shifted his flag to the frigate, that he might 
be able to move farther up the river. and superintend in person the 
attack by water on the fort; and Mr. Key and Mr. Skinner were sent 
on board their own vessel, with a guard of sailors and marines, to pre­
vent them from landing. They were permitted to take Dr. Beanet 
with them, and thought themselves fortanate in being anchored in II 
position to enable them to see distinctly the flag of Fort McHenry. 
Mr. Key described to me with much animation the scene on the night 
of the bombardment. He and Mr. Skinner remained on deck during 
the night, watching every shell I from the moment it was fired until 
it fen, listening with breathless interest to hear if an explosion fol­
lowed. But it suddenly ceased before day, and as they had no com­
munication with any of the enemy's ships, they did not know whether 
the fort had surrendered or the attack been abandoned They paced 
the deck for the remainder or'the night in painful suspense, watching 
with intense anxiety for the return of day, and looking every few 
minutes at their watches to see how long they must wait for it; and 
as soon as it dawned, and before it was light enough to see objects at 
a distance, their glasses were turned to the fort, uncertain whether 
they should see there the stars and stripes or the flag of the enemy. 
At length the light came, and they saw that 'our flRg was still there;' 
and as the day advanced, they discovered, from the movement of the 
boats between the shore and the fleet, that the troops had been roughly 
handled, and that many wounded men were being carried to the ships. 
At length Mr. Key was informed that the attack on Baltimore had 
failed, and the British army was re.ambarking, and that he, Mr. Skin­
ner, and Dr. Beanes, would be permitted to leave the fleet and go 
where they pleased, as soon as the troops were on board and ready to 
sail" 

I LienteDant-Colcme1 Armistead estimatecl the number or Ihells t1mnm apiDIt hW 
worb at &om. fifteen h1mdred to eighteen hundred, although only lour hnndred .... 
Ie1l within the works; aDd the __ 01 the prriIon _ OIlly (our men kUled and twenty" 
lour wounded. 
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"Mr. Key then told me that, under the excitement of the time, he 
bad written a song, and handed me a printed copy of 'The Star-Span­
gled Banner.' When I bad read it and expressed my admiration, I 
asked him bow he found time, in the scenes he had been passing 
through, to compose such a song. He said he commenced it on tbe 
deck of his vessel [the cartel Minden], in the fervor of the moment, 
when he saw the enemy hastily retreating to their ships, aDd looked 
at the flag he had so anxiously watched for, as the morning opened; that 
he had written some lines, or brief notes that would aid him in calling 
them to mind, upon the back of a letter which he happened to have in 
his pocket; and for some of the lines as be proceeded he was obliged 
to rely altocorether upon his memory; and that he finished it in the boat 
[the cartel] on his way to the shore, and wrote it out, as it now stands, 
at the hotel, on the night he reached Baltimore, and immediately after 
he arrived. The next morning he took it to Judge Nicholson,l to 
ask him what he thought of it; and he was so much pleased with it, 
that he immediately sent it to the printer, Benjamin Edes,' and 

Bolll6arc1""",oJ ForI N'}lc'M'J. Balliaor, '.If. 
A Ce"te""/lercq Prin.', 

directed copies to be struck oft' in handbill form. (His apprentice, 
Samuel Sands, who was living in Baltimore in 1878, set it in type). 
In less than an hour after it was placed in the bands of the printer 

1 Judge Nicholson and Mr. Key were nearly eonneeted, their wil'ell being lliatenl. 
Though the Chief Justice or Maryland, and a jndge of the Court at Appeals or Mary. 
1aod, as a nluuteer he commanded a company in Fort McHenry at the bombutlment. 

I F..dee was a captain in the Twenty·sennth Baltimore Regiment, commanded by 
Colonel Long, whieh had recently done good .. mee in the battle of North Point. 
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it was all over the town, and hailed with enthusiasm, and at once 
took its place as a national song." 

The song on this broadside was enclosed in an elliptical border 
composed of the common type ornaments of the day. Around that 
border, and a little distance from it, on a line of the same form,' are 
the words, "BoMBARDMENT or }'ORT McHENRY." The letters of these 
words are wide apart, and each one surrounded by a circle of stars. 
Below the song, and within the ellipsis, are the words, II Written by 
Francis S. Key, of Georgetown, D. C." 

On the 21st of September, eight days after the battle, it was printed 
in the 'Baltimore American,' as below, preceded by the remarks we 
have elsewhere given. :+ 

DEFENCE OF FORT McHENRY. 

Oh! I&y, eaD you 188 by the dawn's early light 
What 80 proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming, 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous figM,l 
O'er the ramparts we watched, were 80 gallantly streaming' 

And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof througb the night that our flag was still there. 

Oh! say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave' 

On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep, 
Where the foe's haughty host in dread eilenee reposes i 

What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep, 
As it fitfully blows, Mlfl conceals, Mlfl diselOl68' 

Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam, 
In full glory retleeted now shines in' the stream, -

'Tie the star-spangled banner; oh! long may it wave 
O'er tbe land of the free and the home of the brave. 

1 • Perilous light' is the common yersion, and is given by Griswold, Dana, and 
the Boys' BanDer Book ; hilt in three autograph copies, written 1840 and 1842, he wrote 

• dmulI 0/ tAe JiglIl.' 
A eorreapondent 01 the • Nationallntelligeneer' .ya: "Having been detained 118 a 

prisoner, - an unwilling spectator of the bombardment, - by the light of rockets and 
bursting men. he and his companions, to whom it II88II1S he addressed himself in the 
poem, could eateh oceaaional glimJIIMIII of the lovod flag still flying defiantly over the fort 
that protected Baltimore." Henee his language • the clouds of the fight,' in the version 
here ginn. instead of • perilous fight,' which ill the eommon venion. 

I • Now' -' now' (DIW&). 
• • On' (autograph) j • o'er' (several printed veniom). 
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And where i8 tllal btmtl 1 who 10 VIluntingI,IWON 
Tlw.ltl the havoo of war and the batUe's confusion, 

A home and a C'IOUntry 1hoIdd' leave us no more' 
Their t blood bas washed out tMir t foul footsteps' pollution. 

No refuge could Bave the hireling and slave 
From the terror or flight or .he gloom or the grave; 

And the ·Itar-spaugled banner in Viumpb doth waft 

O'er the land of dle free and the home of the brave. 

Oh! thWl be it 8Vn when ~. shall ItaDd 
Between their' loved homes and the war's deeo1ation ; 

Bleat with victory and peace, may the Heav'D-reeeueciland 
Praise the Power tha. hath made and prelf'rv'd ua a DaUon I 

Then conquer we must, when our ClaUse it i8 jnlt, 
And this be our motto, - " In God is our trust; " T 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

On the anniversary of the ~ttle of North Point, Sept. 12, 
1872, the publishers of that paper, which has been continued to our 
day, republished the song, with the following editorial remarks: -

"We have placed at the bead of this article this now immortal 
national song,just 48 it first saw the light in print Jifty-eight yean ago. 
The inspiration of this song, as tbe note accompanying its publication 
sets forth, was the bombardment of Fort McHenry and the successful 
defence of its flag dnring the 13th of September and down to the 
morning of the 14th, when the British fleet finally abandoned the 
attack and withdrew. This song, as the form in which it is given 
shows, was published anonymously. The poet, Francis Scott Key, 
was too modest to announce himself, and it was some time after its 
appearance that be became known as ita author. This lOng was 
brought to Baltimore and given to the publishers of 'The American ' 
by John S. Skinner, Esq., who had been appointed by President Madi­
son to conduct negotiations with the British forces relative to the 

1 'Band who' (Griswold, Dana, BanDer Book) ; 'the foe that' (autograph, 1842); 
'that host that' (autograph, 1840); 'the f_ that' (General Kelm'. autGpapbie copy).. 

I 'Mid' (Griswold, Dana) ; 'that,' in three autographs, Ist0-t2. 
• 'Should,' in three autographs; 'they'd' (Griewold). 
t 'This,' in the Mahar autograph, 1842; 'their,' in all the prlDted YeI'Siou &Del 

two autograpbs. 
I 'Foemen' (autograph, 1842); 'freemen,' in two autographs, Griswold, aDd But­

Der Book. 
• 'Their,' in three autograph.; 'our,' in Griswold, Dana, aud eomJDon "eniOIL 
T 'In God we trust' has, by act or Con~ beell pa-l • a motto OD United 

States coins llinco 1861. 
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exchange of prisonel'8. In this way Mr. Skinner chaDced to mee~ :&fr. 
Key on the ftag-of-truce boat, obtained from him a. copy of his 
song, a.nd he furnished the manuscript to· The American' after the 
fight was over. It was at once put in type and published. It was abo 
printed in slips a.nd extensively circulated. The' printer's boy,' ~en 
employed in the office of 'The American,' who put this song in type 
survives in full vigor, - our respected friend, the editor and publisher 
of the' American Farmer,' Samuel Sands, Esq." 1 

• The Star-Spangled Banner' was first sung. when fresh from the 
press,' in a small one-story frame house, long occupied as a tavern b, 
the Widow Berling, next to the Holiday Street Theatre, but then ke~ 
by a Captain MacCauley, a house where players II most did congre­
gate" to prepare for the daily military drill, every ma.n being at that 
time a soldier. 

There also came Captain Benjamin Edes, of the Tweuty-aeventh 
Regiment, Captains Long and Warner, of the Thirty-ninth Regiment. 
and Major Frailey. Warner was a silversmith of good. repute in the 
neighborhood. When a number of the young defenders of the monu­
mental city was assembled, Captains Edea and Warner called the 
group to order, to listen to the patriotic song which Captain Edes had 
just. struck off at his press. He then read it aloud to the volunteers 
assembled, who greeted each vel'8e with hearty shouts. It was sug­
gested it should be sung; but who was there could sing it 1 The task 
was assigned to Ferdinand Durang, one of the group, aDd who was 
known to be a vocalist. The old air of • Anacreon in Heaven' had been 
adapted to it by the author, aDd Mr. Edea was desired so to print it 
on the top of the ballad. Its solemn melody and expressive notes 
seem naturally allied to the poetry, and speak emphatically of the 
musical taste and judgment of Mr. Key. Ferdinand Durang 
mounted an old rush-bottomed chair and sang this admirable song 
for the first time in our Union, the chorus of each verse being ~ 

1 The venerable M. J. Cohen, oC Baltimore, wrote me, Aug. 23, 1873, that he beHem 
hlmaeIC to be the only 8urYivor oC Nicholson'. Company oC Fenciblet, which mUBtered 
one hundred and ten Itrong OD the morning oC the bombardment, and wu .tationed ill 
• the Star Fort,' the centre oC the Com-, and that • 1M ftag' was erected on a high mut 
Dot CIU' Crom the bution; and that he had a distinct recollection that one whole bomb­
shell passed through it, and that it was torn by several pieces o( another; also, that i' wu 
• Yery Jarge ftag. 

William McPherson, ODe of tile deCenden oC Fort )(cHelll'1. died June, 1878,·. 
Cockeysville, Md., aged 83. At his requeat his body was wrapt in an American flag, 
and a bomb-shell thrown at the fort by the British, which be had pr.erved, wu plaeed 
at the Coot o( his grave. 

• Paper oC Colonel John L. Warner before Pennsylvania Hiatorical Society, 1867. , 
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echoed by those present with infinite harmony of voices. It was 
8ung several times that moming. When the theatre was opened by 
W &mer and Wood, as managers, it was sung by II Paddy" McFarland. 
and the company nightly, after the play.l 

According to a correspondent of the «Historical Magazine: I who 
says he was one of the group, and that his brother sung it, and be 
and the rest joined in the chorus, it was first sung by about twenty 
volunteer soldiers in front of the Holiday Street Theatre. He also 
says the singers were accustomed to congregate at the adjoining 
tavern to get their juleps, and Benjamin Edea brought the song 
around at one of their matinees. In 1872, after the repUblication of 
the song, Mr. John T. Ford, manager of the Holiday Street Theatre, 
wrote to the editors of the «Baltimore American:'" I read with rare 
pleasure your article about the song of «The Star-Spangled Banner: 
and I only regret the omission of one or two important historical facts. 
At an encampment on Gallows Hill, near the ropewalk, in this city. 
just after the battle of North Point, and when the dread of another 
attack was imminent, there were two young actors named Durang. 
who, with their father and mother, belonged to the dramatic company 
of this theatre (and who were alike clever in music and acting). A 
manuscript copy of Francis S. Key'S new national song was read. 
Ferdinand Durang immediately applied himself to adapt it to music. 
During the day he discovered a suitable tune in a favorite air called 
• Anacreon in Heaven.' He played it over and over again, sung it 
amid enthusiastic shonts, and afterward, with his brother Charlie, sung 
it for the first time in any house at Holiday Street Theatre, and as the 
papers then most truthfully declare, with the most unbounded suc­
cess. Kindly notice my emphatic claim that • The Star-Spangled Ban­
ner' owes its glorious melody to the taste and patriotism of an actor, 
.that it was sung first by that actor, Ferdinand Durang, and first upon 
any stage at Holiday Street Theatre, Baltimore, by Ferdinand and 
Charlie Durang. Mr. and Mrs. Durang were from Lancaster, Penn. 
From 1808 to 1820 they and their children were employed chiefly at 
this theatre in the same company with the elder Jefferson, and played 
in 1810 with Master Payne (John Howard), who afterwards wrote 
• Home, Sweet Home.''' 

Another version of this fact is given by George W. Gallagher, of 
Glendale, Ohio, who was a cousin of Mr. Durang:-

1 The Boliday Street Theatre was destroyed by fire, 8epL 10, 1878, and was then, 
excepting the Philadelphia Walnut Street Theatre, the oldest in the United State., 
dating back to 179'. 

I October, 186'-
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•• Have you heard Francis Key's poem? It said one of our mess, 
coming in one evening, as we lay scattered over the green hill near 
the captain's marquee. It was a nlde copy, and written in a scrawl 
which Horace Greeley might have mistaken for his own. He read it 
aloud, once, twice, three times, until the entire division seemed elec­
trified by its pathetic eloquence. 

II An idea seized Ferdinand Durang. Hunting up a volume of flute 
music, which was in somebody's tent, he impatiently whistled snatches 
of tune after tune, just as they caught his quick eye. One, called 
• Anacreon in Heaven' (I have played it often, for it was in my book 
that he found it), struck his fancy and riveted his attention. Note 
after note fell from his puckered lips, until, with a leap and shout, he 
exclaimed, «Boys, I've hit it I' and, fitting the tune to the words, there 
rang out for the first time the song of' The Star-Spangled Banner.' How 
the men shouted and clapped; for never was there a wedding of poetry 
to music made under such inspiring influences I Getting a brief fur­
lough, the brothers sang it in public soon after. It was caught up in 
the camps, and sung around the hivouac fires, and whistled in the 
streets, and when peace was declared, and we scattered to our homes, 
it was carried to thousands of firesides, as the most precious relic of 
the war of 1812."1 

There are in existence at least three autographies of the song, 
viz.: 1st, one presented to James Mahar, which was dated June 7, 
1842, and was printed in the «National Intelligencer' and in the first 
edition of this book; 2d, the copy presented and addressed to Gen­
eral George Keim in 1842, and since presented to the Penusylvania 
Historical Society by his son, and which was printed in the New Eog­
land Historic Genealogical Register in 1874; and, 3d, the copy dated 
Oct. 21, 1840, a reduced .autography of which illustrates this paper. 
It was first published in the • American Historical and Literary 
Curiosities,' .by John Jay Smith, who stated the original was then in 
the possession of Louis J. Cist. This copy differs from General Keirn's 
only in the first line of the last stanza, which reads, .. And where 
is that host," instead of .. Where are the foes," as in the later 
autographs. 

A lithograph fae-simile of General Keirn's copy was made for the 
Baltimore Sanitary Fair in 1864, and a fac-simile of the first verse is 
in Lossing's ' Field-Rook of the War of 1812,' which Mr. Lossing 
states was from one in the possession of Mrs. Charles Howard, of 
Baltimore; but she wrote me in 1874,-

s Harper":MIgazine. 
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.. I do not think I eVeT had an autograph of 'The Star.sp8ngled 
Banner.' My father gave his children, from the time they could speak, 
the habit of committing poetry to memory, and in that way only baa 
the song been preserved to me. Except in one or two words, Mr. 
Keim's version, as you have it, is the one I have ever remembered." 

A San Francisco paper says that the only original likeness of 
Francis Scott Key is in the possession of his daughter, Mrs. Turner, a 
resident of that city, and that a life-sized bust has been made from it in 
plaster, - a very successful piece of work. I have a letter from Mrs. 
Turner's daughter, Mrs. Browne, in which she says her mother believes 
her portrait to be the tmlylikeness of her father from life extanl 
There is, however, a youthful portrait of him in the museum in In­
dependence Hall, which is said to be an original. 

• The Star-Spangled Benner' falls short of the requirements of a 
national song, because, having been inspired by a special incident of 
war, it is not suited to all times and occasions, as a national song should 
be. To supply this want, additional stanzas have, from time to time, 
been written. Notably among these is the following stanza, written 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes, at the request of a lady during our civil 
war, there being no verse alluding to treasonable attempts against the 
flag.! It was originally printed in tho' Boston Evening Transcripl' 

The following stanzas were printed in a Northern newspaper dur­
ing the war. Our Southern brethren also adapted words to suit their 
situation and sentIments. 

I I am indebted to Dr. Holmee for a corrected and amended antograph of his 
.tanza. 
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" Bark, hark I &om the IOU of the rebel and slave 
The thunders of battle are fearfully raging; 

Where hand of the ruffian and brain of the knave 
Base war on our brothers are wantonly waging. 

Bnt by liberty's light, 
And our dear country's might, 

We'll .. rike down the traitors, with God fur the right; 
And our &tar-spangled banner victorious aball wave, 
Still the pride or the free and the \nl8t or the brave I 

CI No more in the clamor of war may we own 
What facdona in peace haTe our paaaious inaited; 

But now for our country, our eonntry alone, 
Her honor and weal, be our hearts all unit.ecll 

80 by liberty's light, 
And that dear country's right, 

Triumphant we must be, with God for the right; 
And onr star-spangled banner victorious ahall wave, 
Still the pride of the free and the trust or the brave I " 

781 

It should never be forgotten that the war on the part of the North 
was for C Our Country,' our whol6 country, OM and inseparabl6, Union 
now and forever, and for the general good. 

Appropriate to our centennial year and the spirit with which Great 
Britain entered into its celebration are these stanzas, written fifty years 
previous, and known to few of the present time:-

CI But hush'd be that strain I They our foes are no longer; 
Lo! Britain the right hand of friendship enonds, 

And Albion's fair isle we behold with afFection, -
The land of our fathers, - the land of our frienels I 

" Long, long may ye flourish, Columbia and Britain; 
In amity still may your children be found, 

And the • star-spangled banner' and • red CI'OII8' together 
Wave flee and triumphant the wide world aronneL" 

Benjamin Rush, Esq., for whom they were written, wrote me, in 
1876: co The circumstances under which these additional stanzas to 
• The Star-Spangled Banner' caine to my hand were adverted to in the 
Preface to my edition of my father's book, C Recollections of the Eng­
lish and French Courts: published in London in 1871. Their author 
was George Spowers, Esq. It is eminently due to him now, that his 
name should be given to the public, considering not only the beauty 
but the admirable sentiments of the stanzas. He had seen in my 
hands a manuscript copy of the original song. and asked me to lend 
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it to him. A day or two afterwards he returned it with these stanzas 
I was quite a boy at the time, at school with my two brothers. at 
Hampstead, near London, while my father was residing in London as 
Minister of the United. States. It must have been about the yeaz 
1824." 

The air adopted. for' The Star-Spangled Banner' -' To A'nacreon in 
Heaven' - is that of an old English song.1 In the second half of the 
eighteenth century, a jovial society, called 'The Anacreontic,' held its 
festive and musical meetings at the • Crown and Anchor: in the 
Strand. It is now the Whittington Club; but in the last century 
it was frequented. by Dr. Johnson, Boswell, Sir Joshua Reynolds. 
and others. One Ralph Tomlinson, Esq., was at that time the presi­
dent of the Anacreontic Society, and wrote the words of the song 
adopted by the club, and J obo Stafford Smith set them to music. 
The song was published by the composer, and was sold at his house, 
7 Warwick Street, Spring Garden, between the years 1770-75. 

The flag of Fort McHenry. whose broad stripes and bright stars 
inspired Key's song. still exists in a tolerable state of preservation. 
Our illustration is engraved from a photograph taken at the B0s­
ton Navy Yard in 1874. The regulation size of the garrison flags of 
our forts at this time is thirty-six feet fly and twenty feet hoist. The 
flag of Fort McHenry. in its pre.""ent curtailed dimensions, is thirty­
two feet long and twenty-nine hoist. Undoubtedly in its original 
dimensions it was forty feet long.-the shot of the enemy, time. and 
marauders have oombined to decrease its length. Its great width is 
due to its having fifteen instead of thirteen stripes, each ~ear two feet 
wide. It bas, or rather had. fifteen five-pointed stars, each two feet 
from point to point, and arranged in five indented parallel lines, three 
stars in each horizontal line. The union rests in the ninth. which is 
a red stripe,. instead of the eighth, a white stripe, as in our present flag. 
All the flags wom by the navy and army during the war of 1811-14, 
and, in fact, from 1794 to 1818, were so arranged. For the purpose 
of having its frail threads photographed, the flag was stitched upon 
canvas. The red and blue of the flag is in a much better state ot 
preservation than the white. This flag was exhibited in the naval 
department of the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia, and again 
at the Old South Church, Boston, June 14,1877, the centennial an­
niversary of the passage by the Continental Congress of the ad 
adopting the star-spangled banner as the emblem of the confederated 
States. 

1 Note. and Queriee, January. 1871. 
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There can be no doubt as to the authenticity of this flag. It was 
preserved by Colonel Armstead, and bears upon one of its stripes, in 
his autograph, his name and the date of the bombardment. It has 
always remained in his family, and his widow, in 1861, bequeathed it 
to their youngest daughter, Mrs. William Stuart Appleton, who, 
some time after the bombardlOent, was born in Fort McHenry nnder 
its folds. She was named Georgiana Armstead, for her father, and the 
precious flag was hoisted on its staff in honor of her birth. Mrs. 
Appleton died in New York, July 25, 1878, and bequeathed the flag 
to her son, Mr. Eben Appleton, of Yonkers, N. Y., who now holds it. 
It was frequently displayed at celebrations of the 13th and 14th of 
September, and was notably used to adorn Washington's war-tent, 
which was raised at Fort McHenry, Sept. 14,1824, for the reception 
of General Lafayette. 

A letter from Mrs. Caroline Purdy, of Baltimore, to Mrs. Appleton, 
furnishes the names of the makers of this historic flag. Mrs. Purdy 
says:-

" It was made by my mother, Mrs. Mary Pickersgill, and I assisted 
her. My grandmother, Rebecca Young, made the first flag of the 
Revolution, under General Washington's directions, and for this reason 
my mother was selected by Commodore Barney and General Striker 
(family connections) to make this star-spangled banner, being an ex­
ceedingly patriotic woman. The flag being so very large, my mottler 
was obliged to obtain permission from the proprietor of • Claggett's 
Brewery,' which was in our neighborhood, to spread it out in their 
malt-house, and I remember seeing my mother down on the floor plac­
ing the stars. After the completion of the flag, she superintended the 
~pping [i.e. heading] of it, having it fastened in the most secure man­
ner, to prevent its being torn away by balls. The wisdom of her pre­
caution was shown during the engagement, many shots piercing it, but 
it still remained firm to the staff. Your father, Colonel Armstead, 
declared that no one but the maker of the flag should mend it, and 
requested that the rents should be bound around. The flag, I think, 
contained four hundred yards of bunting, and my mother worked many 
nights until twelve o'clock to complete it in a given time. I am now, 
in my seventh-sixth year, in feeble health." 
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THE AlIERICAN FLAG. 

BY .JOSEPH J1ODIU.N DIlAJ[L 

The author of this soul-inspiring poem was born in New York, 
Aug. 7, 1795, and died Sept. 21, 1820, aged twenty-five years. 

" • The American Flag' was written between the 20th and 25th days 
of May, 1819, when the author was not quite twenty-four. and origi­
nally concluded with the following lines:-

" , As bed 88 yonder orb divine 
That saw the bannered blaze nnfnrled, 
Shall thy proud stare resplendent ahine, 
The guard and glory of the world.' 

"These not satisfying Drake, he said to Fitz Greene Halleck. • Fitz, 
can't you suggest a better stanza l' whereupon Halleck sat down and 
wrote. in a glowing burst of inspiration, the four concluding lines, 
commencing • Forever float,' &c., a splendid improvement on the former 
ending, which Drake immediately accepted and incorporated in his, 
perhaps, most popular poem." 1 

The first four of the once celebrated series of humorous and satiri­
cal odes known as the' Croaker Pieces' were written by Drake for the 
• New York Evening Post,' in which they appeared between the 10th 
and 20th of March, 1819, with the following caption by Mr. Coleman. 
the editor: "Sir Philip Sidney said, as Addison tells us, that he never 
could read the old ballad of 'Chevy Chase' without feeling his heart 
bt>,at within him as at the sound of a trumpet. The following lines, 
which are to be ranked among the highest inspiration of the muse, will 
suggest similar associations in the breast of the gallant American ofti-
cera" 

After the pUblication of the fourth number, Drake made Halleck, 
then recently arrived in New York, partner, and the remainder of the 
pieces were signed 'Croaker and Company.' The last one written by 
Drake was 'The American Flag,' printed on the 29th of May, 1819. 
Drake placed a very modest estimate on his own prodllctions. When. 
on his deathbed, a friend inquired what disposition he would have 
made of his poems, "Oh, burn them," he replied, .. they are quite 
valueless." I It is believed no autograph copy of ' The American Flag' 
exists; at least, after diligent inquiry, I have been unable to find 
one. 

1 Putnam's Magazine, Febrnary, 1868. 
I Griswold's Poets and Poetry of America. 
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THE AMERICAN Fu.G. 

I. 

When Freedom from ber monntain height. 
Unfurled her standard to the air, 

She tore the azure robe of night, 
And se\ the stars of glory.there. 

She mingled with ita gorgeoUB dyes 
The milky baldric of the skies, 
And striped ita pure, celestial white 
With streakings of the nloming light; 
Then from hiB mansion in the sun 
She called her eagle-bearer doWD, 
And gave into hiB mighty hand 
The symbol of her chosen land. 

D. 

Majestic monarch of the cloud! 
Who rear'at aloft thy eagle form 

To hear the tempest trumpings loud, 
Aud see the lightning lances driven, 

When stride the warriors of the storm, 
And rolls the thunder-drum of heaven I 

Child of the Sun! to thee 'tis given 
To gnard the banner of the free ! 

To hover in the sulphur smoke, 
To ward away the battle stroke, 
And bid ita blendings shine afar, 
Like rainbows on the cloud of war, 

The harbingers 'of victory. 

m. 
Flag olthe brave! thy folds shall fly, 

The sign of hope and triumph high; 
When speaks the trumpet's signal tone, 

And the long line comes gleaming on, 
Ere yet the life-blood, warm and wet, 

Has dimmed the glistening bayonet, 
Each soldier's eye shan brightly tum 

To where thy sky-bom glories bum; 
And, as his springy stepa advance, 
Catch war and vengeance from the glance ; 

And when the cannon· mouthings loud 
Heave in wild wreaths the battle shroud, 

And gory eabres rise and fall, 
Like shoots of flame ou midmgllt's pall,-

'l35 
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Then shall thy meteor-glanrea glow, 
And cowering ft_ Bhatt link beneath 

Eath gallant ann that strikes below 
That lovely meaaenger of death ! 

IV. 

Flag of the seas! on Ocean's wave 
Thy stal'l! shall glitter o'er the brave; 

Whf'tl death, ('&reering on the gale, 
Swet'p8 darkly round the bellied sail, 

And frighted waves rush wildly hMk, 
Bf'fore the broadsides reeling rack, 

Earh dying wanderer of the sea 
Shattlook at once to hf'8ven and thee, 

And smile to see thy Bplendon fly 
In triumph o'er his closing eye. 

v. 
Flag of the free heart's hGpe and home r 

By angeLs' hands to valor given ; 
Thy stan have lit the welkin dome, 

And all thy hues were bom in heaven. 
Forever float that staDdard sheet! 

Where breathes the foe but faDs before WI, 

With Frredom's soil beneath our feet 
And Freedom's banner streaming o'er ua. 

YE SONS OF COLU1IBIA.l 

BY ROBBRT TREAT PAtN" 

Ala - ' AJWJt:rCtm in HIIJ-.' 

Robert Treat Paine, Jr., the author of this song, was the son of a 
Boston gentleman of the same name, a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence. He was born in Taunton, Mass., Dec. 9, 1773, gradu­
ated from Harvard in 1792, and died in Boston, Nov. 13, 1811. He 
was first called Thomas, but, strongly disliking the appellation of the 
infidel of that name, he appealed to the legislature in 1801 to give 
him a Christian name. He was one of those brilliant geniuses which 
occasionally illuminate a community in which wit combined with 

I On the 25tb of 1lareh, 1813, at & festival in Boston, II in honor of the RussiaD 
acltievements over their French invaders," Alexander H. Everett presented an ode which 
11'&8 sung to this tune, and it may be that its refrains were ftoating through the brain of 
Key wIlen be com~ the exquisite cadences or • The Star-Spangled Banuer.' • y-.r and 
• half later. 
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sentiment commands a high value. He had a decided penchant for 
the theatre, and married, in 1795, Miss Baker, an actress. In 1794, he 
wrote the prologue for the opening of the Boston Theatre in Franklin 
Street, obtaining the prize over a number of competitors. Paine had 
a prolific imagination, was bold in his views, quick at retort, witty, and 
exceedingly sarcastic. His' Invention of Letters,' 1795, was greatly 
admired, and Washington wrote him his appreciation of its merits. 
He received for this poem fifteen hundred dollars, and for' The Ruling 
Passion' twelve hundred dollars. His last famous effusion was called 
'The Steeds of Apollo.' From 1802 to 1809 he practised law in Bos­
ton, and then retired from the profession. His writings, with a biog­
raphy, were published immediately after his death, in 1812. He died 
in his father's house, which stood on the west comer of Milk and 
Federal Streets, Boston. It was a large, brick, gambrel-roofed struc­
ture fronting on Milk Street, with gardens extending back some dis­
tance on Federal Street. 

This song was at first entitled' ADAMS AND LmEBTY,' and the fim 
lines of the last verse, as originally written, read : -

" Let fame to the world souud America's name, 
No itdriguu her IOMfrowa tMir gowmmmst NHf' ; 

Her pride ia her ADAIIS, her laID. fire 1aia cAoic:e, 
And shall flourish, till Liberty slumbers forever." 

Paine was paid seven hundred and fifty dollars for this song, or 
more than eleven dollars a line, which included three other stanzas 
(2d, 4th, and 5th), of a temporary nature, which have been omitted. 
Having finished the poem, Paine exhibited it to some gentlemen, at 
the house of a friend. His host, Major Benjamin Russell, pronounced 
it imperfect, as the name oCWashington "had been omitted, and de­
clared he should not approach the sideboard on which bottles of wine 
had been placed, until he had written an additional stanza. The poet 
mused for a moment, called for a pen, and wrote the verse beginning 
" SIwuld tke ttmpest 0/ war," &c. 

In January, 1861, the 'New York Globe,' a leading Democratic 
paper, said of this song:-

"More than half a century since, the following song, written by 
Robert Treat Paine, was sung at a festival given in honor of our na­
tional anniversary,! of which it formed a principal feature. Time has 
not taken a single jot from its great and surpassing merit, and it 

I It wu written for and lim II1II1R at the annivenary of the K_hUletta Charitable 
Fin Society of Bostou, J1Ule 1, 1798. - Nora. ~ &r.lillnwv. 
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aBIS •• to be I1lDg in all time to come, on all patriotic ocwurjons A 
slight alteration from the original may, however, be detec&ed in the 
Jut ftI&e; bat it is thas stripped of a political allusion. that .... Dever 

ia good taste, and which, if we mistake 1lO~ was the mama m coll8ign­
mr the whole eong to disue. As it DOW 1&aDda, let it be revived as a 
aatioDal 1IOIlg, and. may it go dowa to posterity as u.e 'uobleat of 
.American emuD.B, and worthy of lIeiog preserved in lett.era of gold. 
We would rather have our fame linked with ita authonbip, than Yi.th 
allY other .American paper, aave and except the Declaration of IDde­
peDtleace. Should t.hia SOO8 meet the eye of any American who has 
& IiDgIe traitorous thought of disanioD, let him. read it ODC8 man. aDd 
1aDish his anti-American feeliDga forever.· . 

L 

Te _ of Colambla, who lavel, baa fought 
For thOle righta which uD8tain'd from lour ebealtaTe... ...... 
Ma, ,.,. Ioag taste the blaIeiDp your valor baa bought, 
And JOur IODS ~p the lOil which their fathen defeuded: 

Mid the reign of mild peace, 
Mal your DatioD iDcreue 

With the glol'J of Bome, awl the 1riIdom 01 Gmece; 
ADd ne'er 111&1 the IICIII8 of Colomllia lie a1r.wa, 
While tlle -.r&h beua .. pl&I& or the .. 1Olla ita wav.t 

Do 

The .... of our....., ol our laws the mili ..., 
lIM Juatll fJIIDobled our -*iDa in RorJ 
Till the dark cloude of faetioa obecme oar 10ug da, 
ADd 8D.veloped the IUD of A.meriem glorJ. 

But let traiton lie told 
Who their countlJ have so1d, 

And 1Mutered their God for his Imap fa 8GW, 
That ..... will the IIOIUI of Co_hia lie alaves, 
While dae -.r&h beua .. plaid, or ...... roUa ita wav.1 

m. 
Our moautains are crowned with imperial oak, 
Whoee roots, like our liberties, ages have nourished; 
But long e'er our eounlrf submita to the yoke, 
Not a tree shall lie left on the field where It ftoariaJied; 

8hou1d iuftllion impend, 
E'""1 grove would dealelli 

From the hill-tops it shaded, oar shores to defeud; 
For De'er shall the IIODI of Columbia he ala"" 
While the eer&h beua .. p1u&, • &he .. DJUa ita ....... 1 
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IV. 

:r..e& our patriots destroy ADareh's pestilent worm, 
Lest our Liberty's growth mould be checked by dtiiiilllleB; 
Thea 18& c10ucia thicken !QUDd lIS; we h4led Dot the 1&anD, -
Our reelma fear DO ahock but .. earth.'. OWll ezpJoei_ 

Foea ....n ua in vain, 
Though their fleets bridge the maiD, 

For our altars and laws with our lives we'll maiDtain. 
And _er shall the SODS of Columbia be aJavetJ, 
WhDe she earth beIUIa plant, or she .. zoIJa IIa wa .... r 

v. 
Sbo1lld the t.eJDpe.t. 01 W8I' ownhadow "r 1uMl, 
Ita bolta could ne'er I8IId Freedom's Temple UlllDcler; 
For unmoved at ita portal would W A8RINGTON atand, 
And repulse with his breast the 88I&ult of its thODder j 

His sword from the Bleep 
Of its aea.bbald woa1d leap, 

AU eolUbrct wi&h its point every fIaah to the aeep I 
'Mor .. 'er aball the BOU of Colombia 1M! .vee, 
While the earth. bean a plaDt, or the 118& rulla iia ........ 1 

'no 

Let rame to the world sound America's name, 
No faction her SODS from their Union caD IIImll"j 

B .. freedom dt!lM!rvedlr meets witlt aeclaiM, 
Aad aha1l 40uriah till liberty alamIND ~reter; 

Theil unite heart &IIIl haad, 
Like Leonidaa' 1Jand, 

And swear to the God who rules OOO&D and land, 
That ne'er shall the lIOII8 of Columbia. lie ..., 
While the earth bean • pIaDt, or the .. ilia Ita .. vee I " 

AKERICA. 

BY aum ....... cu IIIJft, D.D. 

AIa- • Qo4 ... ~ r..,.· 
The Rev. Francis Smith, D.D., the author of this anthem, which 

the War of the Rebellion made national, was hom in J3oston, Oct. 21, 
1808, and graduated from Harvard Univenity in 1M elMS of '2&, 
with Oliver Wendell Holmes. He is therefore ODe of .. The hoyt or 
the class of '29.- He studied theology at Andover, aDd is now a 
professor at Newton, Mass. He has been a constant and frequent 
oontributor from early youth to peri.odieal ~ &Dei the editor of 
one or more religious magazines. • My CoaDfil'y '. of Thee,' II1II; 
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• The Morning Light is breaking,' are among his early productiOD& 
The first was written with no thought of its ever acquiring the 
national character it has attained. The air of • God save the King,' 
to which the words of • My Country 'tis of Thee' are adapted, has 
been ascribed to Handel, to Henry Carey, who composed the once 
celebrated song • Sally in our Alley,' to Dr. John Bull, and to others. 
Dr. Burney maintained it was composed for the chapel of James 11 
Some one else contends that the words that formed the first line, 
"God save great George, our King" (not great James, 01' Charles), 
indicate that it was an occasional hymn written in honor of the later 
and glorious days of the second George. In Germany, it is called 
• Bundes Lied.' . • God save the King' appeared originally in the • Har­
monia Anglica,' in 1742, and in the • Gentleman's ~aazine' for 
October, 1745. on the occasion of the landing of the Pretender. After 
much discussion, it has been settled that Dr. Henry Carey 1 wrote both 
the words and melody, in honor of a birthday of George 11, and it 
was performed for the first time at a dinner given on that occasion 
(1740) by the Mercers' Company, of London. Dr. Arne, the author of 
• Artaxerxes,' who arranged it in two parts, says that the air has pre­
served its original form, but its harmonies have been modified again 
and again. The words were changed on the ascension of William IV .. 
and also on that of Victoria. 

Laveller, in his • Histoire de la Maison Royale de St. Cyr,' says it was 
oomposed by Lulli, and was first sung when Louis XIV. visited.in state 
for the first time Madame Maintenon's school of St. Cyr. The words 
by .Madame de Brinon, the principal of St. Cyr, commenced thus: ~ 

U Grand Dieu, lauveur a Hoi I 
Gnmd Dieu. Teugu Ie Hoi I 

Vive Ie Hoi! 
Qu'. jamaia glorieux 
Louis Tictorieult 
Voya aes ennemiea 

Toujoura 1I01lJI1ia," etc. 

There Certainly must be something more than ordinarily inspiring 
in an . air which has struck the popular heart of four nations. 

As ~rly as 1779 the tune was adapted to the necessities of the 
tim~, and a "Dutch Song" of ten verses, adapted to it, was published 
in the • Pennsylvania Packet,' at Philadelphia, as "a song made by a 
Dutch ¥y, at The Hague, for the sailors of the five American vessels 
at Ama~, June, 1779. The following are four of the verses:-

1 HenrY Carey WIllI a nlturallOll or George SaTiDe, Karquia or Halifu, and Idmud 
Kean wu deaceDdecl 6:om Henl")" Carey. 
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"God .ve &he Thirteen BtateIIl 
Loug rule &h' Unit.ecl States I 

God I&ve oar Sta&ell 
Make ua victorioaa, 
Happy ud glorious, 
No &pants over ua; 

God .ve oar Btatea I 

" 0 LordI Thy gifts in IItore, 
We pray 011 Cougreaa pour, 

To guide our StateL 
}lay Uilioll bl .. our l&Ild, 
While we with heart ud bud 
Oar mutual rigbts defend; 

God eave our Stat.ea I " 

" God .ve the ThirtAleu Statea ! 
Loug watch tbe proq'roua raa. 

Over our Statea ! 
}lake us victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
No &Jf&Ilts over us; 

God .ve oar Statea I 

" Come joiu your hand to OUI'II, 

No royal blocks, DO towen; 
God eave us all ! 

Thus iu our eouDtr)"s cauee, 
ADd to IUpport our laws, 

. Our aworda shall Dever pauee 
At Freedom's call." 

We may leam what our American national song should be, says the 
Hon. Stephen Salisbury, by observing what this ancient model is in 
ita several parts. 

II The DOtes of • God Save the King' are emphatic as a chant, easily 
leamed, and distinctly sounded by many, so that the singers hear and 
are moved by the yoices of their companions; and this effect is aided 
by the shortness of the words. Though the air is simple, it is fitted to 
rise with the strength of feeling. It appeals with power to loyalty, 
which in a monarchy is devotion to the king, his crown and dignity. 
It is suited to all the changes of national life, - to joy or grief, to peace 
01' war, to anxiety or triumph. It has enough of the progressive char­
acter to gratify the Anglo-Saxon temper, and the attractive spice of 
party spirit is not wanting; and it is pervaded with an expression of 
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religious trust that is more grateful to the miud of man than our 
philosophers are willing to admit. 

" A patriotic song equally adapted to our institutions would be an 
ornament and strength to our nation, and.an untiring enjoyment to 
our people." 1 

The Rev. Dr. Smith haa fumished me with the following history 
and autograph of the origiu of his anthem: - . 

"It Bm70D 1rBur, Bonv!f: lUa, Sept. 12, 1872-

., CAPT. GBO. HmrRY PRoLE, U. S. N. : 
DJW\ SUt, - The origin of my hymn, 'M, Conntry 'tis of Thee,' is 

briefly told. In the year 1831, Mr. William C. Woodbridge retumed from 
Europe, bringing a quantity of Gemwi muaic-books, which he pasaed over 
to Lowell Mason. Mr. Mason. with whom I was on terms of friendship, 
one day turned them over to me, knowing that I was in the habit of reading 
German works, saying, I Here, I eaIl't tad these, bat they contain good 
music, which I should be glad to 1118. Tam. 0". the leaves, and, if you find 
any thing parLicularly good, give me a translation or imitation of it, or write 
a wholly original song, - any thing, so I can use it.' 

"Accordingly, one leisure aftemoon, I was looking over the boob, and 
fell in with the tune of • God Save the King,' and at once took up my pen 
and wrote the piece in question. It was struck out at a sitting, without the 
alightest idea that it would ever attain the PC;pularlty it has since enjoyed. 
I think it was written in tbe town of Andover, Mass., in February, 1832. 
The first time it was sung publicI, was at a children's celebration of Ameri­
can independence, at the Park Street Church, Boston, I think July 4, 1832. 
If I bad anticipated the future of i~ dOllb~ I would have taken more 
pains with it. Such as it .. I am glad to ha ... aoDkibuted this mite to the 
cause of American tieedom. 

"Very sincerely yours, 
"8. F. s.nu." 
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fiId inauguration of President Lincoln, in MCOrdance with the following 
older:-

.. • W.LIBllfOTOlf, D. C., Karch to 1881 • 
.. • SIB, - Y 011 will P- c1irect the Karme Band to perform, .. a part or the __ 

aoDJ at the iDauguration of )lr. LiueolD, on )lODdaJ next, immediatelJ after the _. 
eluioD of the iDaupral addre., the new natioDal air ... God aye 0Ilf PrelideDL" 

II • Be8pec:tfullJ JOIUIt 
II • SoLOMOlf FOOT, 

.. • To Dr. 1. B. Br.u .. 
... ~ C~ol ~"..,.....a 

... ~ of PIIIIlic ~ 

II • I CODCIII'. 

"·I.A.~· 

.. Under similar oMen it was performed at the aecond inaugmatiOD of 
President Lincoln and the first inauguration of President Grant. I heard it 
on all these occaaiona, and I have been informed that it was made a pan of 
the ceremonial at the eecond inauguration of Preaident Grant, and d the 
iDaugnration of President HayeL 

.. Verr truly yoms, 
.. FIWCCI8 D. IIABB JUTID. 

•• .... Adminl Puar.-, U. S. N." 

c.w.,~~\~~~~GN\\ 
~~o\-~~\ 
~~~~~~~ 
~~O\Jt~\ 

~,~ ~-w.~, ~~,\I'V'Ie ~ I 
• • 

~~~~\L, 

~ dM,.oJIi,,~ ~ ~ , 

~~~~~\ 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



NA.TIONAL AND PA.TRIOTIC SONGS. 745 

~~~~~ 
~~~~\­
~~~tw~~, 
~.~o-~~. 

~J..M,.~~~~, 
~ twO- ~,...,..,. L ~ -

~~,~~, 
~~~~~~ 
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~~,~~\-

~~~~~, 
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~~~~U-)~ 
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~~~~\ ~.lJ~~ 
~~~~ .. 

. ~~~~~~~! 
1n-L ~ t\,NW cp~! 

YANKEE DOODLE. 

Yankee Doodle is a musical vagabond, a literary Bohemian. The 
words are older than our Revolution. and originated in the time of 
Charles II. The tune is older than the words, and familiar in many 
countries. It caD scarcely be called a national lOng, but it is cer­
tainly an inspiring quicbtep. "Yankee Doodle," says Mr. Salisbury, 
"is naticma1 property, but it is not a tl'easure of the highest value. It 
has lOme antiquarian claims. for which its warmest friends do not 
care. It eaonot be disowned, and it will not be disused." In the 
words of one of the thousand and one verses that have been adapted 
to it,- . 

"Yankee Doodle u ~ Mu AmericaDa de1isbt; 
'Twill do to whistle, sing, or play, 
Awl ujust the ~g for fighting." 

"Its easy utterance (addS Mr. Salisbury) and fearless aDd frolicaome 
humor make its accompaniment welcome on fit occasions. and pre­
serve it., popularity. It exists now as an instrumental. and not as al 
oral performance. Its words are never heard, and would not b 
acceptable in America for public or private entertainments. Ita musie 
must be silent when serious purposes are entertained, and men's hearts 
are moved to high efforts and great sacrifices. As a song. C Yankee 
Doodle' has no~ a national character. Yet I do not think it will do 
to ignore it altogether. It certainly has not the dignified stateliness 
and aolemnity tha~ is required for an anthem suited to national occa­
sions,but as a quicbtep it is always inspiriting."l 

1 Bon. Stephen ~barJ, Oct. II, 1871, Won Americul AatIqaIdm Societ)'. 
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Whence the name and how the tune originated cannot DOW be 
clearly ascertained, but that it is older than our Revolution, and dates 
back to early in the eighteenth century, is certain, and perhaps even 
earlier. It is said that in the wars of the Roundheads and Cavaliers 
the term 'Yankee' or 'Nankee' was applied in contempt and derision 
to the former by the latter. There is a tradition in England, according 
$0 Profesaor Rimbaalt, a musician of eminence, of London,1 that the 
original lOng was directed at Oliver Cromwell, under the name of 
• Nankee Doodle.' The same authority says the earliest trace of it in • 
print is in 'Walsh's Collection of Dances for the year 1750,' where it 
is given in 6-8 time, and called 'Fisher's Jig.' I The earliest form in 
which the words of the nursery song of' Yankee Doodle' appeared was 
the following, which still survives:-

" Lydia Locket loIR her poak8'& i 
Kitty Fisher foud it; 

Not a bit of mODey in il, 
Only biDdiDg IOUDd jL" 

Lucy was sometimes substituted for Lydia; and another version of the 
third line reads, • Nothing in it, nothing in it." • Kitty Fisher,' who 
doubtless gave the name to the Fisher's Jig of 1750, was a noted demi­
monde o( the time of Charles 11., and Lucy Locket was also a well. 
known character in the gay world This carries 'Yankee Doodle' well 
back in the wars of the Roundheads and Cavaliers. The lines are 
understood to have BODle covert allusion which has not been preserved. 

There is an earlier version of the words in England, which 1 heard 
1'8p8&ted by my father in my childhood days, which lUD8:-

"N ankee Doodle came to town 
Upon a Kemish pony, 

Be stuek a feather in hi. hat, 
ADd called him Macaroni.n 

As I heard it repeated, the second line was, "Riding on a pony,- or 
"Upon a little pony." 

As to the remoter origin of the music, there is testimony that, 
with slight variations, it has been known from time immemorial in 
Spain, Italy, France, Hungary, and Germany. It is probable it 
was introduced into England (rom Germany. An old Hollander 
told the Duyckinks 8 that the tune was famiJiar to him in his native 

1 ... aDd QaerieI, 1840. 
I Lippincott'. Mapzine; Philadelphia 8aneJar DiIpatch: W&tIcm' • .Art JCIIII'Ul. 
• CJclopldia 01 AmIricu. Literatue. 
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land in his youth, where it was sung at harvest-time, the 1nudeu 
rllDDing:-

" Y wer didel, doode1 do....., 
Dide1, dudellaut.er, 

Yanke viver, TOOTer TOwn 

Botermith uud Yauther." 

In an Euglish opera written about the middle of the eighteenth 
century, by Dr. Arne, is the comic song of 'Little Dickey,' who resents 
the arrogance and attempted tyranny of some older body. The last 
stanza l'UD8 thus:-

" Did little Dicke1 ever trick ,e' 
No, I'm alwa)'B civil; 

Then wh, should 10u, for m1 pollteneaa, 
Wish me to the devil , 

Noodle, doodle, ugl1 muna! 
Here's a prett1 rig, air! 

Daggers, pistole, swords, and guns I 
Oh, I'll hop the twig, air." 

The air of the song is what we call 'Yankee Doodle,' but it is not 80 

called in the opera. 
Toward the latter part of the eighteenth century, several printed 

broadsides, with music, appeared on the subject of ' Yankee Doodle j' 
viz., 'D'Estaing Eclipsed, or Yankee Doodle's Defeat, by T. Poyn­
tOn j' 'Yankee Doodle, or the Negro's Farewell to America. The words 
and music by T. L j' 'Yankee Doodle, or, as now christened by the 
Saints of New England, The uxington March! Only the last, how ... 
ever. had the good old tune.1 According to Mr. T. Moncrieft', the author 
of 'Tom and Jerry,' and countless other farces and plays, who made it 
the pleasure of his life to investigate the history and origin of old tunes, 
the air was composed for the drum and fife, about the middle of the 
eighteenth century, by the fife-major of the Grenadier Guards. - The 
air was not intended for a song, but for a march, and it was long after 
it became familiar to the ears of the people in towns where British 
regiments were stationed that words became associated with it. 
"Probably," says Mr. Moncrieft'. "the first person who brought about 
the alliance between the air and the rhymes was a nursemaid fond of 
military display." I 

1 Notes and Queries, 1860. Th_ were all written, .,. Dr. lUmbault, in the last 
quarter of the eighteeuth century. The music of the first two ia on,uw. The third ia 
adapted to the old tune. Hiatorical :Magazine, vol. T. 123. 

I All the Year Rowul, Feb. 12, 1870. Sea EDgliah Notes and Queries, lst.ne., fOl' 
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In the 'Massachusetts Magazine' for 1795. vol vii pp. 301, 302; 
there is a letter dated from" Cambridge, Sept. 27. 1728," giving a hu­
morous narrative of the fate of a goose roasted at "Yankey Hastings· ... l 

The introduction of the song to America has been ascribed. how­
ever. to Dr. Shuchburg, a surgeon of the regular troops in Albany in 
1755. who was struck by the outre appearance of the raw colonial 
troops gathered for a movement against the French posts of Niagara 
and Frontenac. Never was seen such a motley regiment as took up its 
position on the left; of the British army. The band played music some 
two centuries old; officers and privates had adopted regimentals, each 
man after his own fashion. - one wore a flowing wig. while his neigh­
bor rejoiced in hair cropped closely to his head; this one had a coat 
with wonderful long skirts, his fellow marched without his upper gar­
ments. Various as the colors of the rainbow were the clothes worn 
by the gallant band. Stnlck by the surroundings. Dr. Shuchburg­
who was a wit, musician, and surgeon-one evening after mess pro­
duced this tune, which he commended as a well-known piece of 
military music to the officers of the militia, who hailed it with accla­
mation, and adopted it as their own march.' Some likelihood is given 
to this account by the fact that about that date a Dr. Shuchburg was 
a surgeon in Captain Horatio Gates's Independent Company,. of New 
York. June 25, 1737, on the death of Captain Wraxall, Sir William 
Johnson nominated him Secretary for Indian Affairs for the Northern 
District, wbereupon he left Captain Gates's company; but his appoint­
ment was not confirmed, and he retired from office in 1761. Dec. 26, 
1762, he was appointed surgeon of the Seventeenth Regiment of Foot 
serving in America, and so continued until 1768, when be again be­
came Secretary for Indian Affairs, which office he filled until his 
death, in August, 1773. 

The common account of the origin of 'Yankee Doodle: which as­
cribes it to Dr. Shuchburg, at Albany, in 1797, was written by Nathan 
H. Carter, and published in the • Albany Statesman' nearly three­
fourths of a century after the event is said to have happened.' 

The next notice of the song is found in the Boston C J oumal of the 
Times: of Sept. 29, 1768,6 which says: cc The fleet was brought to 
anchor near Castle William; that night there was throwing of sky-

Yankee and Yankee Doodle: Yankee, ita derivation, iii 280,437,461; iv. 13, 344, 392; 
v. 86, 258, 572; vi. 57 ; vii. 108, 164. No notes on Yankee Doodle. 2d aeries: Yan· 
kee Doodle, ita music, L 426. 3d aeries: Yankee u an ofreDlive term, m. 469, 499, 
511. 4th aeries: Yankeee, lOme odd, iii 145. 

1 Hilltorical MapziDe, voL L • Watson'. Art Journal. 
• Lippincott'. Mapzine. , Historical Kapzine, voL L P. 1'-
I Louing'. Field·Book orthe American Beyolution. 
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rockets, and those passing in boats observed great rejoicings, and ihat 
the f Yankee Doodle Song' was the capital piece in the band at m~· 

-The British," says an American writer,! "preceding the ne.ola­
tionary War were disposed to ridicule the simplicity of Yankee man­
ners and hilarity," and sung airs set to words having for their object 
to satirize and sneer at the New Englanders. When the battles of 
Concord and Lexington began the war, the English, when advancing 
in triumph, played along the road f God Save the King;' but, on their 
disastrous retreat, the Americans struck up f Yankee Doodle.'1 

Francis Hopkinson, of Philadelphia, a signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, and the father of the author of • Hail Columbia,' 
adapted the words of his well-known song, • The Battle of the Kegs: 
to the tune. David Bushnell, the inventor of the torpedo, in Decem­
ber, 1777, had set adrift at night a large number of kegs charged with 
gunpowder, which were designed to explode on coming in contact 
with the British vessels in the Delaware. They failed in their object, 
but, exploding in the vicinity, created intense alarm in the 8eet, which 
kept up for hours a continuous discharge of cannon and small-arma at 
every object in the river. This was ' The Battle of the Kega.' 

Innumerable have been the verses that have been adapted to it, btd 
it is believed the fonowing were those best known and oftenest repeated 
by our fathers during the war of 1776, and they are said to have beea 
sung at the battle of Bunker's lim in 1775. Words additional or 
similar were repeated to me by my father 6ft:y years ago, 88 those 
familiar to him when a boy, during the revolutionary times. Pel'­
haps their order of following is not correct. 

YANKEE DOODLE; OR, FATHER'S RETURlf FROJ[ CAJIP. 

Fat.her aud I weRt dowu to eamp a 
Along with Captain Goo4ing, 

And there we saw the men and boys, 
J.. thick 88 hasty pudding. 

C1toru. 
Yankee Doodle, keep it up, 

Yaukee Doodle dandy I 
Mind the 1DOIic aDd the Itep, 

A.d with the gala be lIaudy t 

1 Moore'. Encyelopedia of KUBic. I J[oore'. EneyeJopecBa or Ifaelc. 
• The vena, f Father and I went down to camp, , were writteD by a patIawI of Con· 

necticut, a abort time after General Wuhington'llut visit to New EuglaDd.-llWIAIrttJIIl 
JlagGZW, voL i. p. 92. . 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



NATIONAL AND PATRIOTIC SONGS. 

And there we Me a thoaaaDd mea 
AIr S:~h r~vicl, 

And what \hey \YIWed every clay,­
I wi"h hhad h~D ~Ted. 

01lon48. 

TlIe '1aIMe they eat. up ev«"J clay 
W (!0,del ho~e mk,",",-

'J'he1 have 10 much, ~ I'll be bouDd 
Th"1 sf, whe00i:er a mi. 

01wnl8. 

~~~d tid_ we ~ & wh,;.p~ ~ 

AA big .. & log of maple, 
tid01lll~~ & lig!e C\I00""'", -

A load fur father'. cauJe. 
o /a000~"'. 

i:,;.nd 00"81', ¥ime tid'"8y i:tOO aa 
It took & hom of powder, 

A.Dd made DO~ lik!C! flUhh,;.a gtrit00, 
Only a nalioD luwler. 

0/a0;;'7"'. 

I w8iH .. Dear to i' 
AIr 'i:iah'{ QD('=0?Jlima!~; 

Father weat. as nigh agin, -
I ibM '~!C!vU milS hia:b 

01lon48. 

Co1llin Simon grew 80 bold, 
I he m08Dt «"'S: it 

He scared me II(), I streaked it. oil, 
A!C!il to §h;s;her'" poek" 

01lon48. • 

And CapUug Davie had & gaa 
Bd' hind el&pped ~l 010, 

And Rtuek a crooked l&abbiug-izoll 
UP000 thu litsk eud 0011't. 

01wnl8. 

And th"re I saw 7 pumilki. "hell 
AIs ilig umotber'a b'llAiD , 

And 0i0iery ti!ne they k!C!t 000!C!! ofF, 
They acampereQ like UorDaiiuD. 

Oh<!C!!C!us. 
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I saw a little bar'el, too, 
Ita heads wflre made of leather; 

They knocked on it with little cIobe, 
To call the folks \ugether. 

CAoru. 

And there was Captain WashiD8f.oD, 
With grand folks all about him; 

They says he's grown 10 tarnal proud, 
He cannot ride withoot them. 

C'IMwu. 

He had on his meeting-elothee, 
And rode a slappiog stallion, 

And gave his orders to the men, -
I g0811 there was a million. 

Cltoru. 

And then the feathers in his hat, • 
They were 10 tarnal flu-ah, 

I wanted peekily to get 
To haud to my Jemima. 

CAoru. 

And tben they'd fife away like fon, 
And play on eom-st.alk fiddlee; 

And lOme had riboons red as blood 
All woond about their middlee. 

CAoru. 

The troopers, too, would gallop ap, 
And fire right in oar faces ; 

It scared me a'moat to death 
To see them run IUch raeeL 

()}wruI. 

And then I saw a saarI of men 
A digging graves, they told me, 

80 tarnal long. 10 tarnal deep,-
They allowed they were to hold me. 

CAoru. 

It scared me 10 I booked it off, 
Nor stopped, as I remember, 

Nor tnmed aooot, till I got home, 
Looked up in mother's ohamber. 

C1toruI. 
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In Burgh's' Anecdotes of Music' it is stated that as early as 1797 

I'there was, in a book oC instruction COl' the bassoon, an "air .from 
Uly8tJU," taken from the English opera oC • Ulysses,' written by Mr. 
John Christian Smith about 1731, which was the identical air of 
'Yankee Doodle,' with the exception of a Cew notes, which time and 
fancy may have added.! 
i Buckingham Smith wrote from Madrid to the • National Intelli­
gencer,' under date June 3, 1858:-

II The tune of • Yankee Doodle,' from the first oC my showing it here, 
has been acknowledged, by persons acquainted with music, to bear 
a strong resemblance to the popular air of • Biscay,' and yesterday a 
proCessor from the North recognized it as being played on solemn occa­
sioDs by the people of San Sebastian. He says the tune varies in 
those provinces, &c. . . . Our national air certainly has its origin in 
the music of the free Pyrenees. The first strains are identically those 
of the heroic • Da'Tl/la Elparta,' as it was played to me, of brave old 
Biscay." 

Kossuth informed a ·writer oC the 'Boston Post' that when the 
Hungarians with him first heard • Yankee Doodle: on the Mississippi 
River, they immediately recognized it as one of the old national airs 
of their native land, - one played in the dances of tbat country; and 
they began immediately to caper and dance as they used to in 
Hungary.2 

In 1868, Truman Trumbull, A.M., published a book of three hun­
dred and forty 12mo pages, entitled • The New Yankee Doodle; being 
an Account of the Little Difficulty in the Family of Uncle Sam;' 
which is a poetical rendering, in sixty-one chapters, of the war of 
the Rebellion, in the· metre of • Yankee Doodle!' It is dedicated, 
II To the Defenders of the Flag on Ship and Shore, and to all who 
love Freedom and Union." Its design is better than its poetry. 

THE FLAG OJ' on UNION. 

BY GBOUB P. IIOBJlla. 

The author oC this BOng, a poet and journalist, was bom in Phila­
delphia, Oct. 10,1802, and died in New York City, July 6,1864. As 
a song-writer be achieved great popularity. It was set to music by 
William Vincent Wallace, sung by H. Squires, and copyrighted by 

I Historical Magazine, vol. Iii. p. H. 
I Historical Magazine, vol ii. p. 280. 
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w~ Hall & Sons, of New York, in 1851. It will be o~ that 
it, w~ Wlj~ ten y~ before the commencement of our ci,vil w~. 

I. 

A BOng: for 01ll banner, the wa~hword recall 
Which gave the republic her station: 

"United we atand-divided we fall!" 
It made and preaerves us a nation. 

The union of lakes, the union of lauds, 
The union of States none can lever I 

The union of hearta, the union of hands, 
And the Flag of our Union forever and ever, 
The Flag of our Union forever I 

n. 
What God in his infinite wisdom designed, 

And armed with republican thunder, 
Not all the earth's despots and factions combined 

Have the power to conquer or Bunder. 
The union of lakes, the union of Iuds, 

The union of States none can sever I 
The union of hearts, the union of hands, 

And the Flag of our Union forever and ever, 
The Flag of our Union forever I 

m. 
Oh, keep that flag flying I The pride of the van r, 

To all other nations display it I 
The t.dies for union are all to a - man I 

And not to the man who'd betray it., 
Then the union of lakes, the union of lauds, 

The union of States none can sever I 
The union of hearts, the union of hands, 

And the FLAG OF TO UNION rorever II 

COLUJ4BIA. THE GEM OF THE OCEAN. 

BY TBOJl~S 1. BECXET. 

This song, as sung at Boston, N:ew York, and Philadelphia conC&Jts, 
was copyrighted and published in 1843, by George, Willig, of Phila­
delphia, under the title of C Columbia. the Land of the Brave, written 
~ composed by David T. Shaw.' It is now published from the 

1 8en1mer's blue and gold edition. 16mo. New YorJr, 10868. I han been unable 
to find. an autograph of this lOng. 
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original plates (with the addition of an illustrared title), by Lee and 
Walker, the successors of Mr. Willig, under the title of' Columbia 
the Gem of the Ocean, arranged by T. a Becket, Esq., and dedicated 
to John S. DuSolle.' It bas been printed in the • Boys' Banner 
Book' and other collections of popular songs, under the title of ' The 
Red, White, and Blue,' without the author's name attached, and is 
familiarly called 'The Army and Navy Song,' from being peculiarly 
adapted to reunions of the two services. 

With variations to suit the change, it is popular in England under 
the title of "the' Red, White, and Blue,' and 'Britannia the Pride of 
the Ocean.' Some have supposed the English version the original, 
and ours merely an adaptation of it. Its title, , The Gem of the Ocean,' 
belongs to the Emerald Isle, rather than to Columbia, and seems more 
appropriate to designate an island power like Great Britain, than a 
continental power like the United States. While red, white, and blue· 
have for a long time been the ranking order of the colors of British 
national ensigns, with us blue - the blue of the union, the firmament 
of our constellation of stars - claims the first place on our colors, red 
the second, and white the third; so that for us the song should read,' 
I Borne by the blue, red, and white,' instead of 'red, white, and blue.' 
These lapses are explained by the fact that the author was an Engliah­
man by birth. It was natural he should make them. Though written 
by an Englishman, the song is of American inception and origin, as is 
shown by the following letter from the author: 1_ 

.. PHILADELPHIA, Dee. 18, 1878. 

"Dua SIR, - The following are the incidents that led to the production 
of • Columbia the Gem of the Ocean.' 

.. In the fall of the year 1843, being then engaged as an actor at the Cheat­
nut Street Theatre, in this city, I was waited upon by Mr. D. T. Shaw (then 
singing at the Chinese Museum), with the request that I would write him a· 
song for his benefit night. He produced some patriotic linea, and asked my 
opinion of them; I found them ungrammatical, and so. deficient in measure 
as to 'be totally uBfit to be adapted to music. We adjourned' to the house 
of a friend (Mr. R. Harford, Decatur Street), and I there wrote the two 
fil'8t vel'8e& in pencil, and at Miss Harford's piano I composed the melody. 
On reaching my home, I added the third vene, wrote the eymphOllies and 
arrangements, made a fair copy in ink, and gave it to Mr. Shaw, request­
ing him not to give or sell a copy. A few weeks afterwards I left for New 
Orleans, and was much surpJiaed to ae&a published copy! entitled • Columbia 

1 In the first edition of this work was printed a letter from the author to Kt!8SJ'II. 
Root .t Cady, writte.D. in 18114, which gave substantially the lI8Dle aceo1lJ1t of tI'le origin 
of the lOng. 
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the Gem of the Ocean, "'"tim, compoted, and BUng by David T. Shaw, and 
arranged by T. a Becket, Esq.' On my retum to Philadelphia, I waited 
upon Mr. Willig, the publisher, who told me he had purchased the song from 
Mr. Shaw. I produced the original copy in pencil, and claimed the copy­
right, which Mr. Willig admitted, making some severe remarks upon Shaw's 
conduct in the affair. I then made an arrangement with Mr. T. Osbom, of 
Third Street, above Walnut, to publish the song in partnership; and within 
a week it appeared under its proper title, viz. • Columbia the Gem of the 
Ocean, written and composed by T. a Becket, and sung by D. T. Shaw.' 
Mr. E. L Davenport, the eminent actor, sung the song nightly in London 
for some weeks; it became very popular, and was published (without author­
ity) by T. Williams, Cheapside, under the title of • Britannia the Gem,' 
&c. I visited London in 1847, and found the song claimed as an English 
composition. (Perhaps it is, I being an Englishman by birth.) During my 
absence from the land of my adoption, Osbom failed in business, and the 
plates of the song were sold to Mr. Benteen, of Baltimore. Thus it went out; 
of my possession, mnch to my regret and 108lI0 

.. I am, sir, 
.. Respectfully yours, &c., 

.. To Rear-Admiral PaEBLB, U. S. N." "TaO&. 1 BBCEB'I', Sr. 

The song, under the title 'The Red, White, and Blue,' is printed in 
J. E. Carpenter's' New Naval and Military Song-Book,' published in 
London, 1866, If as written and composed by D. T. Shaw, U. S. A." 
The first line is altered to read ' Britannia the pride of the Ocean,' 
and in the third line of the last verse the name of Nelson is inserted 
in place of Washington. 

The name and idea of the song seem to have originated with 
David T. Shaw, but the words and music, as printed and sung, to 
have been written and composed by a Becket. 

Mr. a Becket has retired from the stage, and was living, in 1879, in 
Philadelphia, where he was a teacher of music. 
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~ ~ ~'··~U.'1'~· 
~.Patp ~ ~ IMI Iuu, 

t14 1'1UH..u ~ ~~~ 
#h.v ~ ,. 7$ ~ wUJ;;~ /tw. 

1f~ 11/(4, w7'~ i:t;r ~ •. ()(uJ~, 
~ 1It,UA!i. 'c;=. -rAi. ~ 16 Go/-fI-'UH/ .. 
~ &UN £V 11t;U~ I~a;t;;w 
M~~ uk ~~, ~-t -tA:i, ~U'-r/; 
(t~ Ita JaJ~ ,; "ill"~ ~ta" *'"'"" H ~ ;L ,,~ ~ I~., CUIcI •• 

~~t:e-7j:;J ~~~~ 
tJl" /AfUI£t, ~ ~ ~ eu;. I~ ~ 
/l,.tr P! r d:-~ -u tAb ~ . 
~ tA:i, 141~ ~~ kw., ~ HM!U wOIt;;,~ 
~ tAu ~ 1. ~~ /4'3 I,kW ~. 
fJt~ 7Ib; ~~ ~He,p" ~UI", 
rJld;~ -IT g4",u" erllUW /fIt41It,~, 
& ~ ~ ~ /-n, 8'fI"." 

H/ue MUu 1''' ~ ~~ ~ Ifw, 

~ ~eded; d$, 

"7tL~~: 
Yr. a. Becket's autograph does not give the chorus as it is always 

sung. viz. :-
C1wruI to tM first tier8&. 

When bome by the red, white, and blne, 
When bome by the red, white, and blue, 
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Thy banners make t)'!'lUlDy tremblEo, 
When hol'lle by the red, white, and blue. 

To the Becond m'H. 

The boast of the red, white, aDd blue, 
The boast of tbe red, white, and blue, 

With her flag proudly floating before her, 
The boast oC the red, white, aDd blue. 

ToeMUWd ..... 

Three cheera Cor the red. white, and llIue, 
Three cheers (or tile red, white, and blue, 

The army aDd navy forever, 
Three cheers Cor the red, white) and blue. 

THE BLUE AND THE GRAY. 

BY I1ULNCI8 MILia FINCIL 

The author of C The Blue and the Gray,' recognized by all who know 
him as the possessor of rare literary gifts, but modest and retiring, 
was born in Ithaca, N. Y., about the year 1828. His earlier educa­
tion was in the schools and academy of his native village, and, enter­
ing the Sophomore Class of Yale College, he graduated with honor 
in 1845. After graduation he studied law, and is now a practising 
lawyer of excellent reputation in Ithaca. While at Yale, Mr. Finch 
wrote a few college soogs, and on several occasions, while gathered 
with his fellow aillmni, has delivered poems there. With these ex­
ceptions he has produced little ryhme. .. It is," says a recent writer, 
.. the public's loss that he hides his poetic light, as it was the public's 
gain when he yielded once to a better impulse, and gave us 'The Blue 
and the Gray.''' 

The following is the author's account of its composition:-
"In 1867, there appeared in the' New York Tribune' the following 

item in its news column:-
"' The women of Columbus, Miss., animated by nobler sentiments 

than many of their sisters, have shown themselves impartial in their 
offerings made to the memory of the dead. They strewed flowers 
alike on the graves of the Confederate and of the National soldiers.' 

"This, coming at a time when much of the sorenes.OJ of defeat and 
the bitterness engendered by the war remained, seemed to be the 
first indication of a better feeling and more generous spirit. I thought 
it should be at once met and welcomed in the same temper, - and 
out of that impulse the poem at once grew. It was sent to the • At-
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lantic Mocihly,' puhEiEShed the mlli"k"kber 1869 
prefaced. with the above extract from the 'Tribune.' .• . . A poem 
delicESESClth bEirne bell,c?? thES d"C,""IIly the Pctom,~ sket"hed a differelit 
phase cf thc anh. Oas d"C,ESlint thai kind.nES''''ES anAh 
charity should stop short of folly and injustice." 1 

n'J ~~li,",d. CltCliUo-

Q t..rI..c-.lk d..e. ~ bJ ~ k. ~ ~,. 
~"" tL. lClt... ~ ESO", r~-' ?O~~ 
~ 0..-~ ..... --.Ju 1 ~ cl...e.o..J.. : -

IL.... t:::I....~, a-cr ,:t....& 

:2;';;"::: J::~7 ,-
l,r •• d.c.o- c:t..... '''''~, TIt... ""P' 7 . 

t~, w.o. ~ ~'-r '1, ~7' 
~ c.c... r,22"~-~li c:l.",J""o..l-l 

.Au _ w.:a.. tt...& ~ -~ 17' 
J...... -u.~ ~.!? '1 r, c.;;;.,,,, 7. ~ :-

'lL....a-- .,i .. ./I. ... ...i., "', ct .. , ~~ 

w~l 1;4.. .. J .. ·om-.+ :~l1·:-
u..., d.&.+o CltES_ l ~ 4..L c:L. /b.!c,; 

1.L-..t.c.- -r::t.... LeI ~ ctu , 

~'li~-_ __j~~-,- ~--14L ~ 

.L.£S.m (h4. ""~ jp".,ES . i" « 

f ... o.c..a..... c.&> ~ g.t-. L-s , 
". ",,,,l.£ I ~.t. ~ 

u..-...... t:t...... ~J.. GLo-cL ~ ~ . , , 
tt..: ,044 

lL.... coL.- ~, ·rIi.c. /iJ. " ...• ; 
u.-.ce-. ~ l~.:u., dw,. I.t....-:/_ 

1 Extract from a letter from the author, dated Ithaca, New York, Aug. 21,1879. 
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'ra ~, t-..&- IJWo4. w.A uf b.---, , 
z,Ji---..... cL...o.d. c.> ..... ~ : 

..l- ct... .~~ 1 d.aj~ u..~ -- <J-.~L.:t 
.Jt-.. i>,.._ '-AbA. _ ~ : _ . 

1.L-~ ~ ~, _ .... d.... c:t....-, 
- 'UJ~. do:.. }....a.r-""'" d.~ :-4 

tL- cI.- d...... ~ --.4, ci- IJ!L....; 
"U'01 ..t.. tI... 1 A..+(. -..t. , -t::t- ""'7. 
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,THE "JOHN BROWN" SONG. 

TBB BONG 01' TUB mUON 8OLDIBBII. 

In 1874, there was quite a discussion as to the origin of this famous 
song of the Rebellion in the New York and Boston papers. A corre­
spondent of the • Boston Evening Tmnscript' of June 25, who signs 
himself • J. K. T.,' first asserted that Mr. C. S. Hall, of Charlestown, 
Mass., was the author, and on the 27th of June another correspondent, 
• J. C. L,' says: II The Second Battalion of Infant'Y (Boston Light In­
fantry) was ordered to Fort Warren in April, 1861, and were the first 
troops to garrison the fort. It was there that a glee club was formed, 
and there the celebrated John Brown song emanated. The tune is a 
very old Methodist camp-meeting tune. The words were made up by 
different persons. Efforts were made to change it to Ell8uxnth', 'body, 
&c., but that did not seem to work, and all hands got back to John 
Brown. Hall's band was the first to play it on dress parade at the 
fort, and Gilmore's in Boston. The soldiers of the Twelfth Massa­
chusetts Regiment were the first to sing it through the streets of 
Boston, and in New York when they marched through Broadway en 
route for Washington. The first notes set for the music were written 
by Captain James E. Greenleaf (organist of Harvard Church, Charles­
town, Mass.), who was of the glee club, and the first publication was 
by Ditson & Co., and was dedicated to the • Tigers,' or Boston Light 
Infantry." This communication brought out another in the same 
paper on the 29th of June, from my friend Abram E. Cutter, of 
Charlestown, who said: II In a small collection of war lyrics which I 
gathered during the Rebellion, I have two copies of this famous song. 
The first and earliest one issued is printed on common thin printing­
paper, with an ornamental border. It has • Published at 256 Main 
Street, Charlestown, Mase.,' in large type at the bottom. This one I 
think I purchased of Mr. Hall himself. The second is on a sheet of 
octavo note-paper, well printed, and with the music. It is headed 
with the American eagle, and at the head of the notes it reads, • Ori­
gin Fort Warren' on the left-hand corner, and • Music arranged by C. 
B. Marsh' at the right hand. At the bottom, • Published by C. S. 
Hall, 256 Main Street, Charlestown, Mass.;' also,' Entered according 
to Act of Congress in the Year 1861, by C. S. Hall, in the Clerk's 
Office of the District Court of Massachusetts.' " 

A month later, viz., July 29, Mr. Hall himself communicated to the 
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, Transcript' the following account of his connection with the song. 
and placing its origin at Fort Warren. He says:-

.. When Colonel Webster's regiment was stationed at Fort Warren 
in the spring of 1861, a few lively members, with their guests from 
the city, amused. themselves by adapting the words 

I 

'John Brown's body1iee moulderiog in the grave, 
His soul i8 marching on. 

Glory, glory, hallelujah, 
His soul is marching on,~ 

to an air of agreeable effect ; this being the only verse at that time 
known, which was explained to me by Professor Greenleaf, organist 
of the Harvard Church, of Charlestown, with a profusion of compli­
ments on the entire success of the song several weeks subsequent to 
the printing of my edition of the song with notes. 

et Friend Greenleaf then said, 'Mr. Hall, are you aware as to how 
that tune was brought into requisition?' I replied I was not; when 
Mr. G. remarked. 'The favorite air which has since proved. to be so 
acceptable, I found among the archives of the church to which I am 
organist, and being among the guests at the fort, applied this music to 
the verse.' Mr. G. added that at the fort was a soldier by the name 
of John Brown, whose name. being suggestive of the antislavery 
pioneer. tended admirably to add no small degree of iclat to the 
episode. 

uN ow let me relate the citcUlDstances under which I wrote the 
song. -- a task I was reluctant to do. Several young men of Charles­
town. who were glee singers, suggested to me that the wants of the 
public required a song to be started under the tiUe of the' John Brown 
Sung: at the 811.me time assuring me that it would be hailed with 
delight everywhere. I told them I was incompetent to conform to 
their wishes, but would consult with Mr. H. Partridge, of whom I had 
bought songs, to hire some poet to get it up; but as he declined, the 
singers insisted I should do my best, and the result is before the 
'World. The words were then completed by me, and the five verses 
added to the first. which make up the song, were put to press, and 
thousauds readily sold. A demand for music for instruments required 
another issue of the song with notes, which was accomplished by Mr. 
A. B. Kidder, Sohool Street, Boston. Copies of this issue were left at 
the music-stores, and presented to each of the Boston bands. and it 
was also sold at the leading bookstores. Finding my humble produc­
tion ib such demand, I at once secured a copyright, and Mr. C. B. 
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Marsh, of Charlestown, during two evenings' consultation with myself, 
arranged the music for the song." 

On the 18th of August, 1874, the' Boston Journal' published a 
long communication, signed" George Kimball, late Co .. A, Twelfth Mas­
sachusetts Volunteers," in which he gives the following account of the 
origin of this no\v famous song, as "an addition to the facts and theo­
ries which have been advanced" He says:-

II On the evening of the 19th of April, 1861, being intenselyex­
cited by the news of the cowardly attack upon the Sixth Regiment ill 
the streets of Baltimore, I went to the armory of what was then called 
the Second Battalion of Infantry (Tige}'s) in Boylston Hall, and joined 
Company B, then commanded by the late Colonel Charles O. Rogers. 
In a few da.ys we received orders to occupy Fort Warren, and, proceed­
ing thither, spent several weeks in clearing up the rubbish which had 
accumulated in and around the fortress, and laboring otherwise to put 
it on a war footing, at the same time acquainting ourselves with drill 
and the duties of the soldier. The men were a merry-hearted set of 
fellows, and while tugging with pick, shovel, and wheelbarrow, an 
occupation which varied somewhat from handling a yardstick and 
other light employments to which they had been accustomed, sang 
lustily the popular songs of the day. Our evenings were chiefty spent 
in singing, and as there were many good singers among us, we derived 
much pleasure and entertainment from this source. Sacred as well as 
secular music was much in favor, and among the former none was 
more popular than the hymn called, 'Say, Brothers, will you meet 
us?' One verse of it was somewhat as follows:-

r Say, brothers, wiUyou meet WI, 

Say, brothers, will you meet us, 
Say, brothel'll, will you meet us, 

On Canaau's happy shore' 
By the grace of God we'll meet you, 
By the grace of God we'll meet )'OU, 

By the grace of God we'll meet you, 
Where parting is no more.' 

Sunday evenings this hymn was sung in our prayer-meeting, .hich 
was generally conducted by members of the Young Men's Christian 
Association, who visited us for that purpose. Small hymn-books con­
taining it were distributed among the soldiers, and it became a great 
favorite with all Among the leading singers of the battalion was a 
quartette of men having excellent voices, one member of which bore 
the suggestive name of John Bruwn! He was of Scottish nativity, a 
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light-hearted genial fellow, full oC Cun and Crolic, and the perpetrator 
of a great many practical jokes which served to make life at the Cort 
endurable. A great many witticisms were levelled at him on account 
of his bearing the name of the old antislavery martyr; and the cir­
cumstance of his being thus named offered the suggestion to his com­
rades which culminated in the grand old song of 

'John Brown'. body lies moulderiDg iu the grave, 

the air of which was derived from the hymn referred to above, and 
the words of the first verae (all there was in use at the time) being 
improvised as both a parody upon 'Say, Brothers, will you meet us ? • 
and as a joke upon our comrade Brown. Of courae, in adapting the 
words of the John Brown song to the music of the hymn, it was nec­
essary to add a few notes, and sing it in a little quicker time; but this 
was easily accomplished, and the music in use by the quartette named 
became substantially the air given the piece when published. 

" As the government would not accept our 'services as a battalion, 
we returned to the city, and the quartette referred to and the writer 
enlisted in the Twelfth (Fletcher Webster) Regiment, and the song was 
enthusiastically sung by the soldiers of that organization during their 
entire term of service. Who that witnessed our departure for the 
seat of war, July 28, 1861, can ever forget how we made the welkin 
ring as we passed through the crowded streets to the depot, with the 
stirring strains of the old John Brown song. The people oC New 
York and Baltimore have cause to remember'the Twelfth Regiment 
for the same reason." 

The song has always been claimed by the soldiers oC the Webster 
Regiment as theirs, they having adopted both the song and its origi­
nators. In 1874. three of the quartette were living.-two iu Boston. 
Poor John Brown. after proving himself to be a good and true soldier, 
was accidentally drowned in the Shenandoah River at Front Royal. 
Va., June 6, 1862. He had been upon duty on the opposite side oC 
the river from that occupied by the regiment, and in attempting to 
cross upon a raa of his own construction, - the bridge having been 
carried away by a sudden freshet, - was sent to a watery grave. 

In reply to Mr. Kimball's communication. the 'Journal' of the 
20th contained a communication from James K. Moore, late of Co. K, 
old Sixth Regiment, M. V. M.. in which he asserts that it is a mistake 
to say the song originated. at Fort Warren, as he heard it sung the 
fall previous, on the return of the Washington Light Guard, oC which 
he was a member, to Boston from a target excursion to Lynn. He' 
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says: "As we were marching down the Tremont Street Mall of the 
Common toward our armory, one of the members struck up the song, 
which was the first time I ever heard it sung. This corps went into 
the army with the old Sixth Massachusetts Regiment, and we passed 
through Baltimore with them on the 19th of April, 1861. the date 
that the Second Battalion was ordered to Fort Warren. We left 
Boston on the evening of the 17th, and the song was sung in the cars 
that evening on our way out. This account can be substantiated by 
a dozen members of the corps in Boston." 

The next day, August 21, another correspondent of the 'Journal: 
who signed himself • S. C. T.,' says: II Without wishing to detract from 
the glory due those who carried so faithfully the burdens of an af­
flicted country," the words, 

, We'll Bee the angels eoming 
Through the old church yards, 

Shouting through the air 
Glory, glory, hallelujah,' 

were sung by the followers of Miller in 1843, to the tune which was 
adopted for the John Brown song; and Lieutenant James C. Laughton, 
of the Boston Light Infantry, Second Battalion, at Fort Warren in 1861, 
still another correspondent. on the 22d August confirms the statements 
of Mr. Kimball, and adds the following particulars: .. The tune is an 
old Methodist camp-meeting one, • old as the hills,' and was revamped 
with the words • John Brown's body,' by a young man named Purnett, 
from Maine. In arranging and adding other verses he was assisted 
by Greenleaf, Niebuhr, Hallgreen, O. S. Brown, Tucker, Brooks, and 
others, good singers, privates and non-commissioned officers of the 
different companies of the Second Battalion. 

.. Shortly after this glee club was formed, the officers were invited 
to the • old wooden barracks' one evening to enjoy the singing. After 
a variety of songs had been sung, some one said, • Now give us old 
John Brown.' • No, no,' said others, • the Major won't like that;' but 
the Major said, • Sing it, sing it ;' and reluctantly it was given, and re­
peated, with one or two other verses, over and over Ile:,aain, all voices 
joining in the glorious old chorus. 

II Major Newton WIlS much plea.sed with the song, but did not like 
the words • John Brown,' and suggested • Ellsworth's body;' but the 
• Ellsworth' did not please so well, and John Brown was again used." 

Mr. Laughton denies there ever having been any Sunday evening 
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prayer-meetings conducted by the Young Men's Christian Association, 
as Major Newton allowed no outsiders in the fort after the evening 
gun, and he also says the John Brown alluded to was the original Har­
per's Ferry Brown, and not the Scotch private John Brown, who was 
not a singer. 

He says also, IC The first band to play it at dress parade was the old 
Brigade Band one Sunday evening. The next was Gilmore's, and 
when the battalion left the fort in May, Gilmore's band was the first 
to play it in the city, as the battalion marched up State Street.. The 
Twelfth and Eleventh Regiments were left at the fort, but of course 
the John Brown song was not forgotten. The Twelfth had a • field 
day' granted them just prior to their departure for the war, and 
met their friends upon Boston Common. The Second Battalion es­
corted them, and this was the first time it was ever 81//ng through the 
streets." 

From this accumulation of evidence it seems certain that this, 'The 
Soldier's Battle Hymn,' is of Massachusetts origin, at the commence­
ment of the civil war. As has been the case with other of our patri­
otic tunes, verses have been added to it to meet the immediate occasion. 
While the words are not of a classical order, the air is of that popular 
kind which strikes home to the masses. The strains of it were echoed 
and re-echoed through our streets during the civil war, and served to 
cheer and inspire the Union soldiers in their camps and upon their 
wearisome marches through the dnst and mud of old Vil"'o>inia. It 
was jU$t what our soldiers required at the time, and served its purpose­
better, perhaps, as a national air, than would a song of choicer words 
set to more complicated and artistic music. Few people aside from 
those who kept step to its strains when leaving home for the battle­
field, and sang it around the smoky camp-fire during the long dull 
nights and days of army life, knew the extent of its popularity and 
tbe deep hold it took upon the soldier's heart. It spread from regi­
ment to regiment like wildfire. No song gained so firm a hold upon 
the troops, and it is safe to say that it was sung by every regiment. 
- cavalry, infantry, and artillery -of the army of the Potomac.} 

It was eminently the soldier's battle-song. The more refined and 
ringing words of Mrs. Howe's • Battle-Hymn of the Republic,' of which 
it was the inspiration, gave dignity and strength to the hymn, but 
the more homely version maintained its place with the • Boys in 
Blue.' 

1 Mr. George Kbnbo.U'a comllllU1ication to tho • Boston Journal,' Aug. 17. 187f. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



NATIONAL ~D PATRIOTIC SONGS. 767 

THE BATl'LE-HYKN OF THE REPUBLIC. 

BY lUlL .lULU. W AJU) HOWE. 

TUNS....,. 'J,ol!:n. Brwm.,' 

I The Battle-Hymn of the Republic' was written ill Washington, 
under the followi~g circumstances: Mrs. Howe, with a party of friends, 
had gone out some dis~ce from the city to witness a military review. 
They were surprised by a Confederate raid, and for some moments the 
wildest excitement prevailed, as it was feared the retreat would be 
cut off. When, at last, the carriage containing th~ party of spectators 
was turned towards Washington, it was d.-iven very slowly, with an 
armed escort on either side, while the ladies sang I John Brown's 
Body,' in brave defiance of their late alarm. The grand ringing tune 
deserved noble words, and Mrs. Howe had often wished that she 
might write them. This night the wish musj; have followed her in 
her dreams. She awoke in the gray dawn of the morning, and, to use 
her own expression, the verses began spinning themselves in her mind. 
Fearing to lose them should she fall asleep again, she rose, and in 
the uncertain morning twilight scribbled them off, not looking at the 
paper under her hand, - a habit she had formed to spare her eyes 
when writing in a dimly lighted room where her children were sleep­
ing. . She went back to bed and fell asleep, unconscious that the 
almost illegible scrawl Was the one great poem of the war.1 

The author of this stirring lyric, Julia Ward, daughter of Samuel 
Ward, Eoq., was bom in New York, May 27, 1819. In 1843, she 
married Dr. S. G. Howe, accompanying him upon an extended tour in 
Europe. which she has since several times revisited. She is at pres­
ent actively engaged in forwarding measures sustaining the rights of 
women. 
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·THE·BVRROWS ·BHOTHERS·COHP.A."",Y. 
'638 TO .... Sllt HUCI.'ID ..AV.IIIKUlD 

CLBVBLAlUJ 

I send you something about an historical item which 
I think will interest you. In a viOrk on "THE AMERIC.AN FLAG" 
edited by Mr. Harlan H. Horner which the Department of Edu­
cation of New York State is publishing in a very large edi­
tion, ooours, on page 87, the point under discussi~n, where the 
statement is made that the original public3.tion in a r:~.!~E~~ 
of "The Star Spangled Banner" was on September 21st, 1814,in 
the Baltimore American. In this he has excellent company as 
he follows Admiral George H. Preble, Mr. P. D. Harrison, the 
government's recent book on The Star Spangled Banner by Osoar 
G. Sonneok and many others. 

However you will see from the reproduotion of photo-
, th ed in The Baltimore 

graph sent herewith that tie poemTUaePsPd!yarevening Se~tember 20th, 
~ D ning Adver ser, ~ ~. "ft+~~I't+ J'I.1"In Dve .__ . _____ 04 ... Un'. B of AverY. 
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This paper was discovered for us by Mr. ~. C. Fitzpatrick of 
the Library of Congress, and we are pleased to send you a copy 
of this to place, if you desire. in your copy of Preble (page 725. 
octavo ed.), or Harrison (page 385). 

I think you will agree that this is another discovery 
of value and a point in favor of our Avery'S "HISTORY OF THE 
UNITED STATES". 

With regards, I remain, as ever 

Yours very sincerely, 

~ r?k,(jJ]v.~ 
President The Burrows Brothers Company. 
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States of America, flag of, 
007. 

flag, 1776, 286. 
Confederatel bury a United Statel flag, 

610-611. 
dance over United States 

ftags, 477. 
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and St. Patrick, ori· 
gin of, 147. 

St. George, 160. 
floats over New York, 

184. 
origin of, 82-38, 175-

li6. 
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flags, U. S. army, ~82. 

navy, 659-679. 
shipe, 1800,662. 
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Itandard in the middle agel, 141. 
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Brahma, SO • 
Burman, SO. 
Camdeva. SO • 
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" 3d .. 631. 
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English, 1;07, 188. 
Horsa,I20. 
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Kent County, 120. 
national. 7. 
New England, 1707. 188. 
on the Bl1yeux tape.try, 20-21. 
Pereianl. SO. 
Portugal. 100. 
Rama.SO. 
Rattal,80. 
Rolla. fint Duke of' Normand,. 

124. 
royal famil, of Colonna, 86. 

navy in 1864, 162. 
Rusllan. 00. 
Scotch, 1707, 188. 
Silahara and Tadu, 80. 
Siva, 80. 
Slavonic, 67. 
Tartan, SO. 
the. honor derived, 20. 
Vishnu. SO. 

U E Pluribus Unum," origin of, 262, 340, 
69~96. 

European States, standards and flags of, 
171. 

Rutaw standard. 207-209. 
E\'acuation of Fort Sumter, 446. 
Expedition of Sir H. Gilbert. 1678. 173. 

W. Raleigh, 173-li4. 

Field of the Cloth of Gold. 136. 
Fifteen ltan and fifteen Itripel. 1796, 1818, 

806. 
First American pilot· boat to Ireland. 367. 

propellor packet to Eng. 
lalld,366. 

.hip in the Thamel from 
Nantucket, 2111. 
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lIh8t American steam schooner back to 
Briti.h India, 366. 

steam echooner to China, 
366. 

Fint gan at Sumter, fired by Edward 
RutBn, 438. 

gun for Sumter, fired by Captain 
Doubleday, 4:38. 

man to raise the stars and Itripes in 
California, 869. 

treaty with a foreign power, 278. 
Brilieh ftag captured in 1812, S:J5. 
flag of Great Britain, 6. Second,6. 

Third, fourth, and fifth, 6. 
United States ve6sel through the 

Straits of Magellan, 862, 366. 
yacht club in America, i04. 

Flag, ftags. 
act for the preeervation of, 834. 

. admiral United States Navy, 7, 8. 
admiral United States Navy, ordered, 

670, 673, 677. 
admiral of the fleet, 11)2. 
admirals, Japanese, 79. 
admirals in the royal navy, 6, 7, 162. 
admirals in the royal navy, when dis· 

played,29. 
admirall of the Commonwealth, 189. 
America, ~9. 

raised by Paul JonCfl, 229, 
2i3-274. 

raisinjt of, on the Nancy, 
1776,267-268. 

American, the, 734-736. 
American, fint made by Mrs. ROIa, 

266. 
in Military HOIpital, Chel· 

lea, England, 1M, 821), 
raised on the Alfred, 17i6, 

21i, :.!'.,!IJ, 274. 
at White Plains, 1776, 246. 
first planted upon a fort· 

ress of tbe Old World, 
3~. 

Fort MadilOn, 819, 820. 
Austria, 96. 
bear, railed at Sonoma, 870. 
Belgium, 97. 
Berdan sharpshoot en' , 682. 
Birdgee, 187. 
Bon Homme Richard, 282-283. 
Bonnie Blue, li20. 
B08ton, Iii!:!, 190. 
British Union, origin of, 161. 
British. ble~sed and hoisted at Cyprus 

in 18i8, 106. 
Bunker Hill, 199. 
Burgundian, 93. 
Burtzher's Corps, New Am.terdam, 

183-184. 
captured from Chineae pirates, 74-i5. 

Coreans, 76. 
Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia, 

699. 
Challamette Regiment, 4i2. 
Chinese, national, 78. iG. 

of Itl62, 77. 

Flag, flags. 
Cbinele trading junka, 77. 

dragon, 77. 
wonhip of,73-74-

church, 67ti. 
Colonel Gadsden'a, 216. 
Colonial and Provincial, 1i6-

VI.' el, 1741, I t16. 
Columbu • 169. 
Colonel William Vaughn'a, 191. 
Commodore Barney, i :J8. 
commodore's, 673, 6i . 

ommonwealth, 164 , 58, 138. 
compass, 6i5. 
Confederate StatH, 1776,236. 

baUle, 449, 611-613-
States of America. 007, 

628,681. 
States, fint, 627 . 

aecond,628. 
third,631. 

Connecticut, 61~14. 
motto on, li76, 197. 

Continental, 2".23. 
convoy,6io. 
comt't,6i6. 
Covenanten', in PhilAdelphia, 140-
Cowpen and Eutaw, 207. 
Danish admiral'a, 87. 

mt'rchant, 87. 
war, 28. 

derivation of, 4, 6. 
pointe() or triangnlar, 67. 

deatroyed at Cbeapaide, 1M4, m. 
dispatch,6i6. 
dispute at Lillbon relatiye to cere-

mony of,39. 
di8tinctive, 1866,6i&-676. 
division commanders', 674. 
Dutcb East India Company,22&. 

Welt India Com "any ,223-22l 
East India Company, Englieb, ~. 
Elba, 112-113. 

possessor of, 112. 
embroidery of, 87. 
Empire of Germany, 101. 
Expedition, ecbooner United Statel, 

1tl6I, 387. 
flnt American, made by Mrs. Roa, 

265. 
first American, hoillted on the United 

States HoUle of Uepresentative., 
UH8,348-

fint American, railed by Captain J. 
Manly, 17i5, 239. 

fint American salute obtained from a 
foreign power by the Andrea Doria, 
244-

fint Amt'rican, ahown to the Euro­
pean world, 248. 

Fint Brigade. Westmoreland County, 
Penn., 1775, ~206. 

Florida, 632. 
Fort Fisher, 686. 

Meigs, in 1812.690. 
Moultrie, in liili, 209-210. 
McHenry, 732. 
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Flag, Bags. 
French, 103. 

regulatioas for the, In 1669, 110. 
garrison, 680. 
general recall, 676. 
General Putnam, 199. 
Georgia, 680-632. 
Grand Union, of Cambridge, 271. 
Grand Union, 1776,22.'1. 

Brllt unfurled, 218. 
United Coloaies, 223. 

Greece, 97. 
Grinnell, of the Antarctic, 886. 
guard,676. 
guide or pivot, 675-
hexagonal,67. 
1I0lland, 98. 
Italian, 86. 

man·of·war, 86. 
merchant, 86. 

Kentucky, 638, 600. 
Light Hone, of Philadelphia, 253-208. 
Long Parliament, 177. 
Lord Admiral of the Fleet of the 

United Kingdom, 6. 
Lord High Admiral, 6. 

salute, 6. 
Lord Lieuteuant of Ireland, 6. 

salute, 6. 
Louisiana, 899, 400, 684. 
loyal, raising after the &.ll of Fort 

Sumter, 462. 
Maine, 606. 
Maryland, 622. 
manner of carrying the, 27. 
Massachusetts, 609-611. 
merchant senice, 1701, 186-186. 

1709, II!/). 
vessels, 7. 

Michigan, 642. 
military, of Great Britaia, 163. 
Missouri, 646. 
Museum at Washington, 031. 
aational, Chinese, 7:J, 76. 

of 1862, 77. 
national, San Salvador, 83. 
national, United States. au. 
naval Commander-in-Chief, 600. 
Netherlands, 97, 223. 
Newburyport, :lOt. 
New England, 1686, 183, 189. 

earliest symbol of the 
colonies, 190 

provinces, 1680, 184. 
New lIampehire, 606-608. 
New Jersey, 617-618. 
New York, 1766, 194. 

device, 17i5, 1~194, 196. 
1881, arm.,aodcolon, 614-

617. 
New Zealand, 84. 
Norfolk war, 468_ 
North Carolina, 627. 
oftlcen', ordera concerning, 668-669, 

677-679. 
of our Union, the, 703-754. 
original United States, 8&0. 

Flag, Bags. 
our, at Sumter, 416. 

how it was restored to South 
Carolina, at Port Royal, 481. 

in 8ecessia, 468. 
not to be used for adverti8ing 

purpoaes, 603-
raleing on Sumter, 441)...452-

Palmetto, 445-
Peacock,385. 
Pelican, 489. 
Pennsllvania, 618-621. 
Perry s batt Ie, 663. 
Peruvian, 85. 
pilot, 675. 
Pine tree, 201-204, 212, 227-228, 288, 

236-237, ~9. 
Pizarro, 91. 
planted by Dr. Hayes, 7f1', 390. 
Portugal, 99, 100. . 
powder, 676. 
pre-revolutionary and revolutionary 

periode, 19'.l. 
President of the Uoited States, 7, 

671-67l!, 677. 
Print.'e Henry the navigator'., 100. 
protectorate, 177. 
quarantine, 676. 
raiaing in New York, 1766, 193-194. 

at Savannah, Ga., 1776, 201. 
Rear-Admiral, 7, 8. 

estabUehed by law, 
673,677 •. 

red, signal for battle, 57. 
revenue. of the United States, created 

1700, 820-321. 
revolutionary period, 192-
Rhode Island, 611 
Royal Savagt', 219. 
Ruslia, 96-97. 
Sandwich Islande, 84. 
Scotch Union, 1707, 188. 
Scott Legion, 409. 
Secretary of the United States Navy, 

7,672, 677. 
Seventh New York Regiment, 456. 
Sir William Pepperrell, 1746, 190-

191. 
Society Islands, 84. 
Sons of Liberty, 1766,194. 
South Carolina, 628-629. 
Southern, in the great Rebellion, 494-

531. 
Southern Confederacy, 502. 

Cros8,5l!2.627-52fl 
Spanish, 88, 0'.l-9~. 
State,606. 
Stonington, 827. 
striped, origin unknown, 245. 

ri8ing of, Cambridge, 218. 
Boston, 218-219. 

Sweden and Norway, 100. 
Texss, 635_ 
Three County Troop, 182-183. 
three historic, 327. 
thirteen United States of North Amer­

ica,244. 
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Flag, flaga. 
thirteen United Statea of North Arne .... 

ica, in 1777,259-200. 
tricolored, in 1829, 116. 

in 18-10, reco~ized .. the 
national ensign of France, 
116. 

union,8. 
li75,l97. 

mottoes, 197. 
union or king'a colora. 1606. 228. 

Jan. 15, 1707. 
22.1. 

raiaed at Taunton, Man., 1774. 
196. 

United Colonies, New England. 181. 
United Statea. 280, 283. 

brigEnterpriae, 327. 
eatablished 1818, 845. 

United State., established 1818, first 
hoisted on the United State8 House 
of Representatives. 848. 

United States, raised on board the 
Ranger by Paul Jones, 274-276. 

United State8. rai8E'<1 on board the 
America by Paul Jones, 275. 

United StateR, hoi8ted at San Fran· 
cisco, 8i0-.1il. 

United States, hoisted in Mexico, 
where preserved, S77. 

Vaughn, Colonel William, 191. 
Vasco de Gama, 100. 
Vermont, 608-600. 
Vice-Admiral, ordered, 678, 677. 
Vice-President of the United States, 

671,677. 
Washington's. at Trenton, 272. 

Life Guard, 9. 
Wl.'st Virginia, 6'lfHl26. 
white man's, 0'Zl. 
William, }'rince of Orange, 36. 
worn by the Dutch fleet at Camper­

down, 00. 
Wisconsin, 646. 

Flag-officer, 668. 
Fleet, American, Bailing of the firat, 17i6, 

217,238. 
Jignals for, 232, 233. 

Fleur-de-li., or fleu .... de·ly., 107-108. 
derivation, 108. 
old English name 

of,I08. 
"Floreat ReB. Publica," 1 i7. 
Florida, flag, armB, and seal of, 632-633. 

aecedes, 898. 
Flying Fish, schooner, carries our flag to 

70" S. 809. 
" For me and you," vi. 
Fort Johnson, 228. 

St. George, 221. 
Sumter, our flag at, 416-461. 

France, imperial .tandard, 110. 
national flag of the eighteenth 

century, 100. 
tri-color of, 3, 111-114. 
ahips of war of, not to .trike colora 

to the English. 88. 

France, ltandard of Incient kiop of, lot. 
Franks, ataodarda of, 103. 
Freedom of the United States of America 

declared,2n. 
French colora presented to the United 

States, 312-814. 
flags, regulating the, in 1669. 110. 
frigate compelled to salute tile 

English, 39. 
ship of war at Fayal, 38. 
squadron strike their colors to the 

English, 87. 
Fringe on bannera, 4. 
Funerals ofperaona of rank, 17. 
Furderatrandr (Cape Cod), 160. 

Galilee, our flag on the Lake of, lr.2. 
Garriaon flag of Great Britain, liS. 

United State. Army, 680. 
Garter, Order of the, 180. 
Gaul8, standard8 of, 103. 
General order, on representing Maaaachu· 

sett8 flaga, 646-646. 
General order, relative to the repo_ion 

of Sumter, 449-451. 
General recall flag, 6i6. 
Georgia, colora of the Volunteer Company 

of Rangera, 289. 
flag, arms, and seal of, 630-632. 
Bet.'edea, 397-8118. 
State flalEB, 601. 

Germany, flag of the Empire of, 101-102. 
man-of·war and merchant flags 
of, 10"l. 

Glastonbury, ltandard of the city of, 120 • 
.. God save our President," 74-'J....i46. 
Golden eagle of Napaleon, 112, 116,117. 
Gonfanon of William the Conqueror, :.!2. 
Gonfanons, 22. 28. 
Great Britain, first and aecond flag of, 5-

third, fourth, and fifth of, 6. 
union jack of, 149. 
and Ireland, standard of, 

143-],". 
Great Carack, the, 33. 

dragon, Sweyne's ahip, the 164. 
lInrrv, the, :J2, 143. 
seal of the United States described, 

691. 
Greece, flags of, 97. 
Greeks, standards of, 51. 
Greydon, guidon, or guydon, how derind, 

18. 
by whom used,19. 
its dimension., 18. 

Greyhound, man-of·war, the, 187. 
Guard flag, 675. 
Gueux, adopted the colora of the House 

of Orange, 98. 
Guide or pivot flag, 676. 

.. Hail Columbia," 716-718. 

.. Happy Entrance," the, 37. 
Harp and trefoil of Ireland, the, 146. 
Hastings, Ordinance of, 86. 
HebrewI, ltandard of, 41, 52-63. 
Hector, ahip, 180. 
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Heraldry of the American flag, 838, 691. 
Hereditary banner bearer of Scotland, 

13-
Hero, privateer, colors of, 17;6,204,227, 

228. 
Hessian account of the battle of Long 

Island, 246. 
Hexagonal flag, 67. 
Hibernian harp, adopted by Constance 

Chlorus, 120. 
Holland, standard and flag of, 98. 

flags, Ruppressed by the French, 
1810, 00. 

fleet of, defeated in 1665, 6. 
war with, 1662, 38. 

Holy Spirit, 23. 
Trinity, ~. 

.. Roni soit qui mal y Jl!!nse," 130. 
" Honneur et patrole,' 117. 
Horla, ensign of, 120, 68 ... 
Hospitallers, banner of, 43, «. 
HOIIBe of Brunswick, device of, 146. 

Orange, device of, 140. 
How our flag was first restored to the soil 

·of South Carolina, 481. 
Hugo, Victor, ii. 
Hungary, national colors of, 96. 
Huna, ensign of the, 69. 

.. Icden," 130. 
Icbang, China, American flag at, 600. 
Idaho Territory, seal of, 6M. 
Illinois, arms and seal, 644. 

flags returned. 678, 679. 
Illustrations, list of, XIV. 
Imperial arms of Japan, 1880, 78, 79. 

atandard of China, 73. 
Jo'rance, 115. 

Inauguration of Preaidp.ut Lincoln, 413-
415. 

Incidents at Fort Pillow, 479. 
Independence Hall, flag raised on, by the 

sailors of the Hartford, 410. 
Independence Hall, Philadelphia, Mr. 

Lincoln raises our flag on. 411. 
Indiana, arms and seal of, 643, 644. 
Imliana, North America, standard of, 82. 
Indian Territory or Cherokee nation, seal 

of,600 . 
.. In hoc signo vinces," 35. 
Insignia of the Order of Malta, 46. 
Iowa, arms ami seal of, 646. 
Ireland, banner carried by the rebels of 

• 1789, in, 156. 
Ireland, harp and trefoil of, 146. 

viceroys of, 126. 
Irish ensilln, 1707, 188. 
Italian ltandard, 85. 

tri·color, 378. 
Italy, standards of,85. 
Ivry, battle of, 110. 

Jack, union. of Great Britain, 6, 93. 
Japan. naval flags of, 7!1. 
Japanese flag in American waters, first, 79. 

slandards, 71, 78. 
Javanese standards, 71, 79. 

Jerusalem, 28. 
John Brown song, the, 781-766. 
Kansas, arllls aud leal of, 660. 
Kent, ensign of the (.'Ounty of, 120. 
Kentucky, flag, arms, and seal, 638, 639, 

656. 
Khaibab, battle of, 65. 
Kiarlarness (Cape Cod), 165. 
KinJts colors on the Jo'ort at New York, 

1679,184. 
Kiri, the personal crest of the Mikado, 78. 
Knight banneret. 11. 
Knights Hospital1ers of St. Jobn, 86. 

of Malta, 44. 
Rhodes,44. 
St. John of Aree, «. 
the Bath, 14. 132 • 

Garter, H. 
Thistle, 147. 
Unchained Lion, 366. 

Templar, 35. 45. 
beauceant, 47, 48. 
dress of, 46, 47. 
oath of, 47. 
origin of, 45. 
standard of, 47. 
suppression of, 46, 48. 

Labarum, the de8cription of, 59. 
derivatilln of, 60 . 

Lady of the Thiatle, 147. 
Lancaster, red rose of, 181. 
Land of my birth, vi. 
Lapses in act establishing Great Seal of 

the United States, 691, 
Latin Cross, 612-
League, banner of the, 109. 

wars of the, 110. 
Leon, emblem of, 128-
Letters of Andenon, Robert, 427,428. 

Andrew, J. A., 048. 
Barton, 'tV., 693. 
Becket, Thomas A., 765, 766. 
Beauregard, G. T., 612, 613, 

016,616. 
Cameron, Simeon, 433. 
Hancock, E. C .. 616. 
McGowan, J , 42a, 426. 
Millel, 'tV. P., 614, 516. 617. 
Pickens, F. W., 427, 428. 
P8yster. J. L. de, 637, 
Smith, Rev. S. F., 742. 
Snowden, A. Loudon, 696, 691. 
Thomaon. Charles, 693. 
Wahon, J. B., 515. 
Weitzel. G., baS. 
Wells, Gideon, 434. 
Wendover, P. II., 342-3J5. 
Whittier, John G., 490. 

Liberty cap, 204. 
pole in New York cut down, 1770, 

17i6,l118. 
property and no stamps, 102. 
reltimental flug, battle of Long 

Island, 1776, 2J6. 
tree, Boston, lIass., cut down, 

1776, 1116. 
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Liberty tree, Charleston, S. C., cut down, 
1780, 194. 

License for a yacht, form for, 707. 
Livery colon, 24. . 
London, arms of, 119. 

Company, 175, 176. 
tower of, 211. 

Long Island, incidents of the battle of, 246. 
parliament flag, IH. 

Lord High Admiral's flag, fint carried at 
sea,5. 

Lord High Admiral's flag, salute of, 6. 
Lord High Admiral, Duke of York, 5,177. 

Lieutenant's flag, 6. 
Louisbourg. capture of, 1745, 190, 191. 
Louisiana, flag, arms, and seal of, 634,635. 

secedes, 400. 
State flag of, 4118, 499. 

Louisville Legion, 665. 
Loyal flag raisings, following the fall of 

Sumter, 452-467. 

Macedonlan, capture of, 825. 
Magic standard of Denmark, 86. 
Magnetic Pole, Commodore Ross takes 

poasellion of, 3\11. 
Magyan, king of, standard of, 69. 
Mahabbaret, or great war, B. C. 1200, 

79. . 
Maine, flags, arms, and seal of, 606. 

returned, 54\1, 550 
Malta, Order of, 44. 

dress of, 4a. 
Manipulus, standard of, 56. 
Mare Clausum, treatise by Mr. Selden, 87. 

Liberum, treatise by Hugh Grotill8, 
87. 

Maria, the, 1859, 296. 
incidents of ship, 29a, 296. 

Marmion, flags in disuse, 10. 
Marines, battalion of, raised 1775,211,212. 

good behavior of, in action, ~ 
Marriage, Queen of England, 36. 
Martin, St., standard of, 1M. 
Maryland, flag, arms, and seal of, 622, 628. 

flags returned, 577. 
Masonic standards, 40. 41. 
Massachusetts, flags, arms and seal, ~ 

611. 
flags returned to the State, 

544-649. 
Historical Society present­

ed with rebel flags by G. 
V. Fox. 586, 587. 

Matthew, Cabot's ship, 170. 
Mayflower, flag on the, 179. 
Merchant service. flRg of, 1709, 187. 
Mexican standards. 81. 
1tIexico, our citizens protected by our 

flag, 851. 3/j2. 
Michigan, flags, arms, and seal of,642, 643. 

flags returned, 679-581. 
Middle ages, vessels in the, 84. 
Midway Islands, taken possession of,594. 
Minnesota, arms and seal of, 648. 
Minute guna for the death of J. Q. Adams 

fired on the Dead Sea, 3i2. 

Mira or Mora. the, ahipa of William. the 
Conquerer, 28. 

Mississippi, arms and seal of, 684. 
secedes, 898. 

Missouri, flag, arms, and seal of, 64.5. 
Montana Territory, seal of, SM. 
Monterey, the Oriflamme at, 100. 
Mosaic law, 4. 
Moslem standards, 61. 
Motto on Connecticut flags, 1775, 197, 199, 

201. 
Union flag, 1775, 196. 

Mottoes on captured Rebel flags, liM. 
.. Moult me tarde," 36. 
Moultrie, Fort, flag of. 17j5, 210. 

Sergeant Jasper, at, 210. 
Moultrie's regiment. (:olon of, ~, 210. 
.. Muy currioso," 383. 
" My Country 'Tis of Thee," 742. 

Names of American Yaeht Cluba. 18j2, 
718. 

Nancy, raising of the stan and stripes on 
the, 1776, 267, 268. 

blowing up of the, 1';76,268.269. 
National Assembly, 1700, Ill. 

ConTention of France, colon. 
1793,312. 

ensign, 7, 116. 
songs, 7la.-iOS. 

Naval force of Uniled States, 1812, 325. 
signals, 1800, 6tiO-OO:L 
trophy flags presented to Massachu­

setts Hislorical Society. 586, 687. 
Navy, Continental, colon of, 1 jiG, 233, 2U. 

cost of, 1770, :l12. 
raising of, 1775, 211. 

212. 
uniform of, 1776, 2M, 

23/j. 
distinguishing flags of. 659-679. 
flags, diDiensions of. 678. 
rules and re!{ulations respecting 

diatinctlve flags, 1803, 659-662; 
1818, 66i i 1833, 6tH; IM:l, 66ii; 
1867, 666; 1865, 672; 1870, 6ji. 

Teasela of tbe United Stales, Ijj6, 
245. 

Nebraska, arma and seal of, 651, 652. 
Nevada, arms and seal of, 651. 
New Amsterdam, changed to New York, 

1M. 223-
flag of Burgher', corps. 

183. 
Newburyport flag, 2M. 
New England, ensign of, Ij07, 188. 

extent of, ItI8O, 1St, 185. 
united colonies formed, 181. 

Hampshire, flag. arms, and seal of, 
606-608. 

flags refumed to the 
State, 5.'iO. 651. 

Jersey, flag, anns, and seal of, 617, 
618. 

Mexico, territory of, K'al of, 1)53. 
Orleans. our flag at. 468-4H. 
Provideuce taken, 17i8. 2i7. 
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New Yort, CI'OIIJ 01 St. George float. over, 
184. 

flag, anns, and seal of, 614-617. 
flags retumed, 667-678. 

Zealand, flag of, 84. 
Ninevah,M. 
"Non nobis, Domine," 182. 
North Amerit:an Indians, standard of, 82. 

Carolina, Arms and Seal of. 627, 6~. 
State ftag, 501, 627. 

Nortballerton 01' Caton Moor, battle of, 140. 
Northman, venel, a, 169. 
Norway, standard and flags of, 100. 
Norwegian Lion, 124. 
Notre Dame, France, trophies at, 116, 329. 
Nulli8cation autograph, 8M. 
.. Nunc sidera ducit,' 268. 

Ohio, arms and seal of, 689-6ti. 
Old mill at Newport, 167. 
Opdam, defeat of, in 1666, 6. 
Qpen Polar Sea described, 888, 389, 890. 
Orange, HOWIe of, 140. 
Oregon, arms and seal of, 649. 
Order of Elephant and Dannebrog, 87. 

Malta,44. 
the Garter, 130. 

Ordera by John A. Dahlgren, 450, 461. 
Brigadier-General Hawley, 461. 
Edwin M. Stanton, 44l1, 450. 

Ordinance of Hastings, 36. 
Oriflamme, 106-107, 182. 
Origin of Britisb union ftag, 6. 

pine-tree currency, 189. 
St. Andrew's CI'088, 147-148. 
St. George's CI'OBS, 32, 88, 176. 
St. Patrick's Croll, 147, 148. 
the coach-whip pendant, 669. 
the motto E Plu/·ib". U/lum, 600. 
t.he Southern battle-flag, 611. 
the stripes, 22-&. 
the Trellure flory of Scotland, 

146. 
theories 01 tbe stan and stripes, 

261. 
Orleans, House of, devit. .. of, 121, 140. 

arms of, 114, 116. 
Orizaba, stars and stripes on, 376-377. 
Otterbume ftag, the, 142. 

battle of, 260_ 
Our flag carried to 76° S., 869. 

to 80° N., 800. 
in secesaia, 468. 
in Switzerland, 1867 and 

1872,689. 
II Our Star-gemmed Banner, 466. 
"Our Union," 044. 

Paeha, title of, 64. 
Paciftc Mail Steamer to ChIna, the lIrst, 

689. 
Painting of ahips, 26. 
Palmetto flag, hoisted at. Charlelton, 877, 

878,897. 
flags, 897. 

Panama ftag, struck by lightning, 887. 
Old, coins found at, 168. 

Papal or Papal', Christian lrishmea, 160. 
Pari.ian militia, their colors, 118. 
Parliament, Long, flag, 177. 
Passage of Stamp Act,· 198. 
Pavilion de Nouvelle Angleterre en Ame ... 

Ique, 189. 
Payong or Par-a-eol, of the Javanese, 79. 
Peace Convention at Wasbington, 406. 

flags, 408. 
"Pedro Reinel a fez," 172. 
Pendant of tbe thirteen United Statea of 

North America, 2-&4. 
Pendanta, enaigns, etc, revenue lel'Tice, 

320,821. 
to be worn only by men-of.war, 

245 . 
Pennant for a commanding oIBcer of a sin­

gle venel when of lower rank than a 
commodore, 674. 

PenDOns, bow formed, and by whom DIed, 
11,18. 

of Sir John Daubemoun, 19. 
of St. George, St. Michael, SL 

Ursula, and of John the Bap­
tist, 10. 

PeDDBylvania, flag, arml, and seal of, 
618-621. 

ftags retUl'Ded, 678-677. 
Penoncela or Penaila, Ill. 
Persians, standard of, M. 
Peru, flag of, 86. 
Phenix, the, 78. 
Philadelphia Light Horae, ltandard of, 

202-2M, 264. 
Phamicians in America, 167. 
Phrygian cap, 2M. 
Piets, 1~. 
Pilot flag, 676. 
Pine tree currency, origin of, 189. 

ftag, the, 201-~, 212, 227,228, 
2ga,236,237,239,~,270. 

Pirates of Algiers, 67. 
Plymouth Company, 174-176. 
Poland, banners anti national colors of,67. 

black ensign of tbe crown of, 70. 
arma of, 69. 
eagle of, 70. 
king of, 67. 

Polar Sea, open, 888. 
Polt', liberty, cut down in New York, 1770 

and 177t1, 103. 
Popocatepetl, atars and 8tripeson, 374,876-
Portugal, king of, 39. 

man-of-war and merchant. flap 
of,l00. 

old East India ftag of, 99. 
atandard and ensign of, 00. 

Praga, battIe of, 70. 
Preface to ftrst edition, xi. 

second edition, vii. 
Prefero, 125. 
Pre-revolutionary periods, flags of, 192. 
Preservation, act for, of ftaga, 1814, 884. 
President'a 8ag, 7, 671,672,677. 
Privateer Franklin, colors of, 177f1. 204. 

Yankee Hero, colors of, 1n6,2M, 
227,228. 
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PriYateen, colors of, 1776, 208. 
uniform of officers, 1776, 2Of. 

Processions, banners in, lIi. 
Prophecy of America. Dwight's, 168. 
Proposed standard, 1818, 339-346. 
Protector, flags displayed at the funeral of 

the, 188, 139. 
Protectorate flag, 177. 
Provinces. flag of. 184, 185. 
Provincial flags, 176. 
Prussia, arms of, 69. 
Purple ribbon worn by maJor generals, 

1776,272. 

Queen', cup, 709. 

Raising 011'1' flag over the Capitol at Rich· 
mond, Va., 6:~. 

Rajpoot, emblem of the, 79. 
Ranger, United States flag raised on board 

of, by Paul Jones, 274, 276. 
Rattas, emblem of the. SO. 
Rattlesnake device, origin of, 213, 214. 

flag, 206, 206. 
in heraldry, 215, 216. 

Rear admiral's flags, 7, 8. 
law establiahing, 671, 672, 

677. 
Rebel flags at Annapolis, 686. 

BOlton,Ii86,687. 
Washington. 682. 

Rebellion, 1861-1866, our flag in, 893-581. 
Reichltag at Mayence in 1184, 101. 
Relief of Sumter, Mr. Fox attempts, 434. 
Rensselaerswick, colonie of, 184. 
Report of a committee on Confederate 

flag,1i05. 
Report of a committee of Congress on 

the flag, 1818, 341-344. 
Rejlort of a device for the great seal of the 

United States, July 4, 1776, 683. 
Report of a device for the great seal of the 

United States. July 4, 1779,686. 
Report of the firing on the Star of the 

West, 426, 426, 4119. 
Reprisal, first American vessel of war to 

show the flag to Europeans, 248. 
Resolve, concerning standards and colors 

taken from the enemy, 1778, 329. 
Restoration of our flag at New Orleans, 

470. 
Return of the volunteer regiments, 040-

581. 
Revenue service, ensigns and pendents of, 

820,321. 
Revolutionary period, flags of, 9, 19'.l. 
Rhode Island, Sag, arms, and seal of, 611. 

flags returned, 651. 
State flags, 1784, 286-288. 

Richmond occupied by United States 
troops, 636. 

RomanI, Itandard of, 65, 68. 
Rosbecq, the oriSamme at, 106. 
Role, noble, of Edward III., description 

of,30. 

Royal arms of England, 118. 
Charles, the, 6. 
Cork yacht club, 702. 
London, the, 6. 
ordinaDl.'e establiahing the Union 

Jack,160. 
Savage, Sag of, 219. 
standard of Great Britain, 5, 143. 
standard of Great Britain, when 

displayed, 144. 
Ruaaia, dOllble headed eagle of, 68, 96. 

Sag of, 00. 
royal standard of, 96. 

Saceseni, anCl'8tors of the Saxon, 80. 
Sacred banners, 22. 
Sailing of the first American fleet, 1 776,241. 
Salem, all ensigns laid by, 1631, ISO. 

enaigns defaced at, 1634, 180. 
Salutes,39. 

manner of, by the United States, 
89,40. 

of the Prelident of the Unitf'd 
States, and others, 7, 8, 672, 
673,677,6i8. 

to the royal standard, Lord High 
Admiral's Sag, and others be­
longi nil' to the British, 6, 6, 7. 

Sandwich Islands, flag of, 84. 
San Salvador, Sag of, SS. 
Savoy arms, origin of, 86. 
Scandinavian navigators, 160, 167. 
School girl court martialed for insulting 

the stars and stripes, 4SO, 481. 
Scotland, the thistle of 147. 
Scotch union flag, 1707, 188. 

en$ign, 188. 
Sea, sovereignty of, asserted by England, 

36. 
claimed by England, 

36,39. 
conceded to England 

by the Diltch. 311. 
disputed by France 

and Holland, 37. 
Seal and arma of the United States, 683-

700. 
Department., 697-700. 

Interior, 699. 
Justice, 700. 
Navy, 697, 

698. 
Post Office, 

697. 
State, 699. 
Treasury, 

699. 
War, 698. 

President's, 697. 
Secessia, our flalEs in, 468-403. 
Secession lings, 494. 
Secretary of the Navy's liag, 7, 672, 677. 
Seige of Carleverock, banners at, 12-

Charleston, S. C., 248. 
Semee-de-lis, on the banner of Philip Au· 

gustus, 108. of York and Lancaster, 136. 
Iwli'age of the, 1:13. , Senior officer presents pendant, 674. 
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Shakespeare'. pictue of Bollngbroke, 409, 
410. 

Shamrock or trefoil, the, 146. 
Ship of William the Conqueror, 27,28. 
Shipe of United Stata, rule, for, 39, 40. 

painting of, 26. 
embellishment of, 26. 

Sigoal at Trafalgar, 166. 
flag. used before Tripoli, 1803, 1804, 

661. 
Signalt for American fleet, 1776, 232, 233. 
Signers of the Declaration of Independ­

ence, 2'J6, 2l7. 
Slab placed over birthplace of W uhing-

ton, 336. 
Soldier', Trinity, a. 606. 
Song, yachting, 701. 
Songa, national and patriotic. 716. 
South Carolina, banner of, 496. 

flag, arms, and eeal of, 
62~30. 

our flag re8tored to, 481. 
eecedes, 397. 

Southern flap in the great Rebellion, 494-
631. 

Sovereignty of the eea, 36. 
Spain, royal slandard of, 92. 

,tandard of, 14112, 168, 189. 
Spani8h Armada, 30. 

fleet compelled to ,trike their 
colors to the English, 36, 37. 

flags and 8tandard., 88. 
Squadron, first achievement of American, 

242. 
St. Michael. wreck of the, 6. 
8t. Paul', Chapel, United State, arm, in, 

694. 
Stamp Act, pa8sage of, 193 • 
.. Stand by the flag," 658. 
Standard or 8tandards of the, 23, 24-

A. and A., Scottish rite, 42-
Alviano,88. 
ancient Briton" 119. 

kings of France, 104. 
military, 48. 

and guidons, mounted regiment. Uni-
ted State, army, 681. 

A.syrian" 63. 
Austrian8, ~. 
Aztec commander, 81. 
battle of the, 140. 
bearer of the, 61. 
bearer of the 10th legion (Roman), 

gallantry of, 60. 
Belgium. 97. 
blue blanket, 140. 
Bourbon royal, 107. 
Bretwalda, 122. 
Charles I .• 142, 143. 

III., Duke de, Burgundy, 108. 
Chineee, 71, 73. 

Imperial, 73. 
Cid,88 .. 
city of Glastonbury, 120. 
commonwealth, 138. 
Cortez, 82. 
Cowpen and Eutaw, 207. 

Standard or standardl of the, 
creacent,66. 
Cromwell, 138. 
Danes, under Sweyn, 12'­
defence o(the, 163. 
Denmark, 87. 
derivation of, 48. 
design for a national, 1817, 843. 
Douglas, 141, 142-
dragon, 68. 
East Indian. 79. 
Edilfrid, 122. 
Edward III, 128, 136. 

IV., 13:J, 134,187. 
Egyptians, 48, 49, 60. 
English, in the middle ages, 141. 

sovereigns, 119. 
Eeaex, origin of, 121. 
European Statel, 86. 
Ferdinand and bahena, 90. 
fir8t military, emblazoned with the 

crol.,OO. 
Firat Rifle Regiment of Pennsylvania, 

206. 
Franks and Gaull, lOS. 
French, 103, 117. 

in8urgents of, 1792, 112. 
Germany, 101. 

imperial ot, 102. 
Grand, of Masonic Knighthood, 42. 
Greeks,61. 
hand on top of, 61. 
Harold, 121, 125. 
Hebrew8. 41. 62, 63. 
Henry III., 127. 

IV., of England, 181. 
V., of England, 131, 187. 
VII., of England, 135, 137. 
VIII., ot England, 136. 

Holland, 98. 
IDllian Princes of Delhi, SO. 
Imperial of Constantine, 59. 

China,73. 
France, 116. 

Guard of France, 113. 
Napoleon I., 116. 

Italian, 85. 
L O. O. F. of the United States. 42, 

43. 
Jamel I., 137,138. 
Japaneee, i8. 

oltl imperial, 78. 
Javanese. 79. 
Knights Templar, 40. 
League, 109. 
10118 of, di.graceful, 57. 
Manipulul. 56. 
Marquil of l'eacara, 86. 
Mary Stuart, 137. 
ma80nic, 40, 42. 
Master \at Veil, 41. 
Master 2d Veil, 41. 
Master 3d Veil, 40, 41. 
Mexican. SO. 
Moslem. 61. 
National, of Scotland, 147. 
Netherland., 97, 98. 

60 
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786 SUBJECT INDEX. 

Standard or .taDdarda of the 
North American Indialll, 82. 
PercY,IU. 
Penianl, 41, M. 
Philadelpbia Light Horae, 1776-

251-268. 
Philip the Bold, of Burgundy, 86. 
preeeuted ~ Coagre88, 1776, 216. 

the National ConveDtiOD 
of France, 310. 

propelled United State .. M3. 
Bichard II., 136. 

I1L,I34. 
Roman Imperial, 68. 
Romane, 66-66. 
1'01" arch, 40-41. 

of Great Britain and Ireland, 143. 
of Great Britain and Ireland 

deecribed, in 1801, 146-
01 Great Britain and Ireland, 

when displayed, 144. 
of Great Britain, taken.t York, 

Canada, 829. 
Italy, 86. 
Portupl, 99, 100. 
RUlli., 96. 

ucred, of Mahomet, 61. 
Sandwich Islands, 84. 
Saxon, 121-122. 
8caDdina'rian, 1M. 
Sieur de Aubipy, 108. 
Size or, regulated by rauk, HI. 
Slavonic, 67-69, 70, 71. 
Spani8h, 88,92. 
St. Cuthbert, 141, 1U. 
St. Martin, 10(. 
Star and Crescent, 66. 
Stephen the Saint, 89. 
Sweden and Norway, 100. 
symbolic muonry, 40. 
taken at Trenton, 328. 
Three County Troop, 182, 188. 
T1ascalans, 81. 
Turkish, 61. 
unicol'D, 188. 
United Kingdom, Great Britain and 

Ireland, 144. 
United Provinces of the Netherlands, 

224. 
William the Conqueror, 121, J.26. 
William Ill, 140. 
Winchester, 122-

Star of the West. fired at, 404. 
.. Star Spangled Banner," 7:.lO. 
Stan and ban, recommended and adopted, 

607. 
Stare and Stripes, flnt American, ever 

seen in a foreign port, 
268-

fint appearance of, in 
China, 298. 

ftnt displayed in a 
Japane8e port, 321. 

fint dillplayed in Sm)'l'Da, 
321. 

ftnt displayed OD the 
Fortreu of DerDe, 826. 

Stan ... Stdpel, fln& floated OYer • ,.. 
eip fortreu, 277, !i8. 

ftnt floated OV'6 the 
~lIIetta Sta_ 
Boue, 1824, 863. 

1lnt raiaed in California. 
369. 

from the Peace of 1783 
~ 1796, 2110. 

in 1777-1878,248. 
in 1777-1788, 269. 
in 1783-1796, 290. 
reluctantly abandoDed. 

li06. 
the fifteen, 1796-1818, 

806. 
the If teen, 1818-1861, 

837. 
&he fifteen, 1861-1872. 

393. 
1861-1865,396. 
theories of the origin, 251. 

Stan in our flar, arrangement of, 347-349. 
State flar, Virginia, in 1883, 8M. 

flags, 006-666. 
States admitted duri .. the war of 1881-

. 1865, lIIiO-396. 
of &he Union, the datel of their 

admi .. ion, 850. 
18Cede, 897, 398, 4()(). 

Steam bark, Edith, carries oar flar to 
British .India, 366. 

launch, Alpba, 882, 883. 
echooner Midas carries oar flag 
~ China, 366. 

abip. Ma88achuaeU8, carries 0111' 
!lag to England, 366. 

Story of Barbara Frietchie, 482-491. 
Streamen considered warl.i.ke eDligna, 28, 

80. 
D of, in time of Henry VllL, 

3'.L 
Street laptalf, South Carolina, 496-
Striking flare, 86, 37. 
Striped lag, Grand UnioD, flnt unfurled, 

218. 
origin of, unknown, 246-
raising of, at BOIItoo, 218. 
rai,ingof, at Cambridae, 1 i71S, 

218. 
Stripes, origin of the, 224. 

the, ordered for admiral'. flags 
&Del commodore', Pf'IIc1aDtI, 677. 

Sumter, our lag at, 41&. 411, 4~, 4:l1, 
446,446-

Surrender of Lee's anny, MO. 
Swede'll Church in Philadelphia, 273. 
Symbol of the colonies. lag of New Eng. 

land, the earliest, 190. 
S7JD.boJa, 8. 

Table gi'ring dimenaicma of navT lags, 
678. • 

Taillebourg, taking of, 109, 671. 
Tapeatry, Bayeux, 20, 22. 
Targetl, 29 • 
.. Tarleton', Terror," 208. 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



,SUBJECT lNDEK. '187 

Tale" on bUlD8l'l, oriarln of, •• 
Taunton, M .... , Union flag raised at, 1774, 

196. ' 
. Tenio, or emperor, the new emblem, 78. 
Tennessee, arms and leal of, 687, 688. 
Territor)' of ArillOna, seal of, 664. 

Dakota, aeaI of, 663. 
Idaho, seal of. 668, 8M. 
Montana, seal of, 664. 
New Mexico, seal of, 668. 
Utah, _I of, 1162, 663. 
Washington, seal of, 663. 
Wyoming, seal of,664. 

Teutonic dragon standard, 68. 
Texaa, IlIg, arms, and seal of, 636, 686. 

flags of, 681, 686. 
eecedes, 400. 

"The Battle Hymn of the Republic," 767, 
768. 

4f The Blue and the Gray," 758-760. 
"The Flag of our 11nion,"763, 704. 
II The John Brown Song," 761-766. 
The lut banneret created, 14. 
. The thirteen atripel and a Itar for every 

State, 1818-1860, 887, 860. 
Thirteen number ridiculed, 264. 
Thirteen stripel and stars, during the 

Revolution, 269. 
Thirteen stripes and stllrs, unfurled at the 

bllttle of Brandywine, ~7. 
Thistle of Scotland, the origin, 147. 
Thracians, atandard of, 146. 
Three historic flags, 827. 
Three saxe. or awords of Euex, 121. 
Tombak pus88ka or lance., Javanese, 79. 
Tondee's tavern, 201. 
TrafalJ.ar, signal at, 166. 
Tree,liberty, Boston, cut down, 1776-1776, 

196. 
Charleston, S. C., cut down, 

1778,194. 
"Tremblez, tyranal voiel lea sans-cul· 

otte.," 112. 
Trenton, flag of Washington, at, 272-
Treasure flory of Scotland. origin of, 146. 
Tri-color of France, 111-116. 

origin of, 113-116. 
Italian, 878. 

Trinity, banner of, 124-
Holy, the, 22. 

Troop, three county, flag of, 182, 188. 
Troops furnished by Connecticut, 667. 
Trophy flags of the war of 1812-1864, re-

port of committee recommending their 
preservation, 828-384. 

Tro~~y llags of the war of 1861-1866,682, 

Troyes, council of, 46. 
Turkish standards, 64, 65. 
II Tu.Ju.Mara," the Japanese bark, 79. 
Twelfth Brigade, at Arcole, colors of, 

116. 
Tyre, banner of a .hip of, 25. 
Tyrian inscriptions in South America, 168. 

Uniform of omcers of the navy in 1776, 
234,236. • 

Uaiform of omears of privateera I. 1776, 
204. 

the Philadelphia Light Horse 
Troop, 262 • 

Wuhington'l Life Guard, 10. 
Union d81'ice, 1776, ~4. 

d1a80lved, 898. 
ensign or king" colora, JuUU')' 16, 

1707,176. 
flag, British, origin of, 149. 

motto on, in 1776, 196. 
nised at TaWltoa, MaN., In 

1774,196. 
grand, 1776, 176. 
Jack, of Great Britain, 6, 149. 
Jack, of Great Britain, a religioUl 

banner, 16. 
.Tack. of Great Britain, penalty for 

using,I62. 
Jack, of Great Britain, royal ordi· 

nance establilhing the, 160, 161. 
01 CI'OIIIeI, 178. 
or King'. colors, 1606, 176-

United colonies of New England, 181 . 
United States, arma aDd seal of, 688-700. 

army, Ill", colors, 'tend· 
ard., and guidons, 680-
682. 

army ,ignal., 667. 
flag hoisted at Monterey, 

1846, 369, 870. 
flag hoisled at Orizaba, 

1848,376-377. 
1lag hoisted at San Diego, 

1829,869. 
ftag hoisled at San Fran· 

cisco, 1846, 871. 
flag hoisted in Japan, 1863, 

880. 
flag hoisted on land nearelt 

the pole, 884. 
flag hoiated on Popocata· 

petl, 1848,374,876. 
flag hoisted on the Dead 

Sea, 1848, 371, 872. 
ftalt presented to Ihe French 

Convention, 810. 
flag atruck by lightning, 

July 4, 1861, 887. 
legation at }'ekin, 76. 
mounted regiments, atand. 

ards and Ituidons of, 681. 
navy, day signala. 660. 
M\'y, distinguishing flags, 

669-679. 
navy, niltht aignals, 661. 
navy, rules and regulations, 

1818, 1848, (16.&; 1867, 
666; 11!62, 669 1866, 
671. 

navy lilfl1all, 1812-1814, 
668; 1818.664; 1868, 666, 
666; 1800, 676, 676. 

rules for .hipa of, 39, 40. 
schooner Flying Fiah, car­

ries our flag to 700 S., 
366-860, 862. 
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United States acbooner Shark eames our 
flag through Strait of Magellan, 362. 

Univenal yacht list, 704. 
Uri. banner of, 103. 
Ushant, battle off, 111. 
Utah Territory, seal of, 652, 668. 

Valois, arms of. 114. 
Venetian galleys, 86. 
Vermont, flag, arms, and seal of, 608. 

State flag of, 661. 
Veaaela, colonial, flap of, 188, 2t6. 

in the middle ages, 84. 
maaten of, refusing to .trike to 

the English flag, 86. 
VIce-President's flag, 7. 671. 
Vicerola of Ireland, 126. 
VirgiDla, flag. arma. and seal of, 623-626. 
Vizien, their insignia, 66. 

War against the flag, beginning of, 896. 
Dutch ships of. to strike colon to 

the English, 36-39. 
French ahips of. not l't'CJuired to strike 

colon to the English, 88. 
Washington Territory, arma and seal. of, 

668. 
W ublngton'. flag at Trenton, 272. 

Life Guard, flag of. 9. 
uniform of, 10. 

Welt India Company, flag of Dutch, 224. 

West VirgiDia, tag, arml, and seal 01, 62&, 
626. 

White man's flag, 627. 
Plains, American flair at, 1776, 248. 

Winchester, standard of, 122. 
Wisconain, flag, arma, and seU of, 6t6, 

647. 
Withdrawal of memben &om the United 

Statel CongreR, .oli. 
Wonderful appearance. and omeDl, 279. 
Wonhip of the flag by the Chinese. a. 
Wyoming Territory, seal of, 6M, 6M. 

Yacht, America, 703. 709. 
clubs, lis' of American. 718. 

American. 701-718. 
act, authorizing the lice ... 

ing, ;06, 706. 
ensign deacribed, 706. 

form of application for commi-ioa 
of, 707. 

form of commiuion for, 708. 
form oflicenll!l, 707. 
fint American in BOUth latitude. 

882. 
Yachting long. 701. 
.. Yankee Doodle," 746-753. 
II Ye Sonl of Columbia," 786-789. 

Zealand, New, flag of. 84. 
lIquadroo flag, 99. 
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Aaron, 51B. 
Abu, Beker, 65. 

Obiedeh, 
~hchaius, Ki"g dcotland, 
,hdam of Brem"", 360. 
Adam., ClH,'f¥5r drancis, 51X), 

G. S., 491. 
Hon. F. G., 660. 
Hon. John, 211, 217, 235, 236, 289, 

240,241,263, 394, 683,69a 719. 
Joh" f' 'ircy, 263, 377, e,C, 
Sa"mei, hI:l, 229. 

Adc1~rman", M., 611. 
,eddISOIl, 7;g, 
Adet, MOilS., 314, 315, 
Adrian, Mr., 424. 
Agincourt, 105, 106, 129, 131. 
Ain G'huivier, an. 
ddabama, 

d,laman, dr""s, 82. 
Alaska, fonnal transfer of, to the United 

States, 691. 
Albion, flrst patronal god of the isle, 120. 
Albert, Prince, 381. 
,dlcaza, banie lU9 . 
. ,hldabrand, 
prlden, ConH';e;1u,u James, 677. 
.,hlesaunde', 
Alexander,an artist, 496, 497. 

S. J., 651. 
I., of Scotland, 13, 127, 
II., pope, 28, 121. 

G'zrat,61. 
,,% lexandria 
Alfonzo 
Alfred, ship 

the' Great, 
AIi,65. 
Alice, Princess, 381. 

Bishop 

Ali Pacha of Janina, 65. 
,Ullard, CaYi, 
,Y,lIen, Benj" ;,;" .,632. 

Alleyne, 129. 

Amory, 663. 
647. 

Alliance, colors of, 1779, 238. 
Almy, Captain, 327. 
Alofsen, S., 347. 
.jjlverado, '%L 
niTiano, st2mI;,c'% nf, 86, 

AITord, Mr., 572. 
America, the, :li5. 

Yllcht, 703, 
A "H"""'''' V espuciuy, 
Amh2,g!, Lord, 192, 
Amih22, Lhilip, 173. 
Amurath III., 64. 
Anderson, Colonel, A. L., 649. 

Colonel E. C., 611. 
Dr. Alexander, 285. 
Major Rd)hyt, h16, 

420-42h, ;1;17m§29, 
437, 43'%, ;1hZ' ,~4R, 
447, 4;1;%, 462, 
636. 

Anderson, Mrs. Robert, 440, 457. 
Rev. E. A., 462. 

Andrea Dorea, first to obtain a ~8lnte to 
from a fornriun ;1nwer, 244, UGU. 

A;;1'n", Governor ;166, 466, 
1h;" 666, 679. 

A;;;!?"", fioYl'rnor Ypeech on 
ceiving flags of Massachusetts regi­
ments, 647, 648. 

Andrews, A. 0., 602, 603. 
Colonel, S711, 374. 

;170vernor i'iil"ard, 181, 

Anjoo, dount of, lOt, 
An;1,. Luxemhursw 

.... w, Qu;en, 116, 143, 
Annebault, Admiral of France, 100. 
Anson, 94. 
Antrochus VII., of Syria, 24. 

ppi'.'miHi, Lieutenan2·G{il{mel, 561. 
7:33. 

Mrs. GliSort, 733. 
Nathan, 
William. 
William Stuart. 

Aquetain, Lion of, 131. 
Archbishop of York, 140. 
Arhi;i];;;{iY., Admiral, 284. 
A'2e . 160. . 
A'2;'2m;'2 TiSrritory, smI <,54. 
Ari imiiS, hanner of, 
Arkansas, arms and seat o§~ h36, 637. 
Ark Royal, of Raleigh, 143. 
Armstead, Georgiana, 733. 
Armistead, Lieutenant-Colonel, 728, 738. 

t:~~~~~~~£s~G~'n~~t 460 . 
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Annltrong, John, 828. 
Arne, Dr., 740, 748. 
Arnold, Benedict, 219, 220. 

General, 202-
Mn. Jamel, 489. 

Arteveldt, Philip Van, 100. 
Arthgal, flnt Earl of Warwick, 121. 
Arthur, aboriginal Prince of Britain, 

136. 
Arthur, Captain James P., 369. 

King, badlle asligned to, 121. 
Artoil, Count of, 114. 
Andale, or Ondell, John Vau, 286. 

David. 286. 
Ashbury, Mr. 712. 
Asher, Dr., a Gemlan writer, 171. 
Alsyrians, standard of, 00. 
Athelstane, Saxon King of England,lM. 
Athol, Duchesl of,381. 
Attica, standard of, 61. 
Attila, ltandard of, 69. 
Aubigny, Sieur de, 108. 
Audubon, 499. 
Augereau, flag carried by, 116. 
AuguatUl, standard of. 67. 

Ill., Elector of Saxony, 16. 
Aulef, Danish King of Northumberland, 

87. 
AUitin, Mi_1eI Mary and Sarah, 278. 
AUitria, Don John, of, 26, 86. 
Ayesha. wife of Mahomet, 64. 
Ayres, Captain John, 203. 

BacdUI, Samuel H., 649. 
Bacon, 198. 

Sir Nicholas, 14. 
Baggely, Mr., 876. 
Bailey, E. S., 696. 

Rear Admiral Theodoral, 472, 686, 
686. 

Bainbridge, Captain William, 824-826. 
Baker, Min, 737. 

Mr. 368. 
Senator E. D., 414, 467, 41K. 

Balboa, Vasco Nunez de, 89. 
flag of, 90. 

Baldwin, Earl of Flanden, 27. 
II., of Jerusalem, 46. 

Ball and Baldwin, MeIIsn., 879. 
Baltimore, Lord, 622. 
Bancroft, Hon. Gt!orge, 201, 210, 219, 220, 

225. 
Bandera, Colchls, 870. 
Bankhead, Lieutenant, 601. 
Banks, Dr., 376. 

General N. P., 646. 
Bannatyne, CHpt. R. W., 448. 
Barbara Freitchie, story of, 482-91. 
Barbarossa, North German fiag, descended 

from, 101. 
Barbeoc, Captain, 247. 
Barber, Hon. Mr., 603. 
Barker, R. S .• 701. 

Sir CharlPl, 128. 
Barlow, Arthur, 173. 

General F. S., 608, 609. 
Barnard, Captain, 873, 874. 

Barnard, Captain, hoilted our liar OD Cha· 
pultepee, 878-

J. F., 682. 
M., 291,292. 

Bamel, Lieutenant, 282. 
Barney, Captain, 310, 811. 

Commodore Josbua, 288, 810-812, 
783 

CommCMlore Joshua, flag of; 238. 
Bamam, P. T., :iSO. 286. 
Barrett, ThoDlas, 698. 
Barry, Captain John, 281, 239, 240,289, 

273,147. 
Bartlett, Hon. J. R., 2.14.287, 611. 

Lieutenant Wasbington A., 871. 
Mr.,212. • 

Barton, D.D., J. Rhea,693. 
Dr. (United Statel Navy), W. P. 

C., 698, 700. 
Francis, 693. 
Hon. Mr., of Georgia, 5CK. 
W., 687-690, 693, 700. 

propoaee a device for the 
United Statea Arm,,687. 

Bavaria, Emperor Louis of, 86. 
Bayle, Mona., 800. 
Baylor, C. C., 494. 

Colonel, 386. 
Beau, Lieutenant, 448. 
Beanl, Dr., 722, 728. 
Beauchamp, Richard, 29. 
Beaumont, Jr., John, 188,221. 
Beauregard, General, G. T., 437, 442, 448, 

446,447,400, 607, 611-616, 625, 630. 
Beaver, Colonel, 676. 
Becket, Thom .. A., 764-767. 
Bedford, Duke of, 187. 
Beecber, Henry Ward, 260, 450, 462-

Beker, Abu, 65. 
Belknap, 191. 

on the flag. 250. 

Bell. Captain, 602. 618. 
Captain H. H., 472-
Isaac, of Mobile, 468. 

Bellow •• Dr., 467. 
Benham, General, 668. 
Benkert, George Felix, 743. 
Bennett, Jamel Gordon, 696, 710, '112-

Lieutenant-Colonel A. G .. «8. 
Bentalon. Captain, 9. 
Benteen, Mr., 766. 
Bentley, Samuel, 816,317. 
Berdan, Colonel, 682. 
Berkeley, Earl of. 6. 
Bernard, Governor, 105. 

of Sainte, 310. 
Berry. Mr. (Master Mate), 237. 
Bertling, Widow, 727. 
Bertrand, General, 113. 
Bees, Queen, 136. 
nelsie, Captain, 883. 
Betbune, Dr., 467, 458. 
Bey, A., 66. 
Bheelama obtains the baDner or Arjoona, 

79. 
Diame'. expedition to New En,laDd, etc." 

161. 
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Biddle, Captain Nicholas, 244, 279, 282. 
Owen, to provide a seal, 2M. 

Bid well, Sergeant William E., 564. 
Bigelow, Lieutenant-Commander A., 862, 

365. 
Bigelow, Major, 202. 
Bingham, General, 578. 
Bird, Lieute nant, 276. 
Birgee, General, 658. 
Bishop of Alexandria in Egypt, 148. 
Bissell, Dr. E. L., 598. 
Black Prince, 11, 14,20, 129, 180. 

crest of, 180. 
device of, 129, 180. 

Blackburn, Governor Luke P., 655. 
Blackwood, Captain, 155. 
Blagden, Rev. Dr., 460,461. 
Blake, Admiral, 189, 152. 

Dr. J. B., 744. 
Major EdwRrd F., 560. 

Blewer, Joseph, 270 
Blodgett, Captain Samuel, 606. 
Blois, Stephen of, 125. 
Blunt, George W., 428. 
Boewulf, 120. 
Boggs, Commander, 472. 

Miss Margaret, 266. 
Rev. Mr., 464. 

Bohemia, King of, 129. 
Bok~r, George H., 88, 686. 
Bonaparte, :10, 115. 

Joseph,94. 
Boniface VIII., Pope, 29. 
Bonner, Sherwood, 767. 
Bonnie blue fiag, the, 520. 
Boomer, Corporal George C., 663. 
Boothe, John Wilkes, 588. 

widow of Major, 479, 480. 
Bordeaux, Archbishop of, 110, 126. 

arms of, 126. 
Borromi and Wilkinson, 24. 
Bosman, 623. 
Boswell, 732. 
Boturini, Don Lorenzo, 82. 
Boudinot, Elias, 687, 690, 693. 

Mr., 307. 
Bouille, de , 101). 
Bourbon, Duke de, Charles III., standard 

of, lOS. 
Boutell, Charles, 20, 112, 126. 130, 163. 
Boutwell , Hon. George S., 708. 
Bouvines in 1214,106. 
Boyce, W. W., 503. 
B oynton, Rev. S. C., 428. 
Bradbury, William B., 451. 
Braddock, Gelleral, 506. 
Bradford, Captain J ., 231, 461. 

William, 270, 287. 
Bradley. Miss Helen, 568. 
Bragg, Captain Henry M., 448. 

Genernl,1O council with Jeft'Davis, 
477. 

Brahma, 80. 
Braley, 149. 
Brand, Sergeant, 566. 
Brandt, C. D., 583, 688. 
Brant, Lieutenant, 276. 

Brasher, Mr., a goldsmith, 696. 
Brassey, Thomas, 704. 
Brattalid, HiO. 
Brayman, Gov. William, 664. 
Breckenridge, General John C., 624. 

Mrs. J. C., makes a flag of 
her wedding dress, 624. 

Vice-President J. C., 413. 
Brent, Mr., 363. 
Breshwood, Captain, 398-899. 
Bretwalda, standard of, 122. 
Brewer, Mr., 426. 

Thomas M., 488. 
Briggs, David, 200. 
Bringhurst, Corl)Oral C., 441. 
Brinon, Madame de, 740. 
Brooke and Nicoll, Messrs., 185. 

Mr., of Mississippi, 603. 
Brooks, 765. 

Lieutenant William S.,477. 
Broughton, Captain Nicholas, 202-203. 
Brown, Capt. 'lin John, 281. 

Colonel John Mason, 6~39. 
David Paul, 206. 
G. S.,7U5. 
Hon. John, 689. 
John, 235, 278,761-766. 

Browne, Mrs., 730. 
Richard, complaint of, 179. 

Browning, Mrs., 378. 
Brownlow, Mis, 478. 

Parson, 478. 
Brunet, 122, 127, 132, 148. 
Bryan, Sir Guy de, 18. 
Bryant and Sturgis, 369. 
Bryges, 21». 
Buchanan, Admiral, 687. 

James, 400-401, 415, 424, 430. 
James, apologizes to Tyler, 405. 

Buckingham, Duke of, 6, 188. 
Buck, Lieutenant, death of, 210. 
Bucks of AmerIca, 205. 
Buddington, Cnptnin, 380, 885. 
Buchler, William , 328. 
Buell, General, 478, 683. 
Bulfinch, Mr., 300, 303. 
Bull, Dr. John, 740. 
Bullitt. Cuthbert, 469. 
Bunker, Caplain George, 303. 
Burchett, J ., 186. 
Burgess's Will, map of Boston, 190. 
Burgh, 753. 
Burgoyne, General, 262, 277, 279, 880. 
Burgundian fiags, 93,98. 
Burgundy, Dukes, device of,121. 

Duchy of, ~8 . 
Philip the Bold of, 35. 

Burke, Captni n W., 202-203. 
(heraldist), 12. 

Burkhardt, 65. 
Burney, nr., 740. 
Burnham, Lieutenant-Colonel, 664. 
Burns, Houert, 147. 

Sergeanl,471. 
Burnside, General, M6, 654, 668, 662. 
Burr, Captain, 204. 
Burr's floLilla, 325. 
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Burrow" Car.taln, 827. 
Burton and rrumbull, 296. 
Bush. Dr. L. P., 621. 
Buslmell, C. J., 234. 236, 285, xiL 

David. 760. 
H. L.. 660. 

Butler, Colonel Pierce. 877. 
General. of Kentucky, 378. 
Han. Benjamin F., 848, 400, 470, 

4;2-474, 046, 709, 713. 
Byzantium, 66. 

(" .. bot, Mr. George. 247. 
(!aboIS. the. 166, 169, 170, In, 174. 
Cacibelan, king of Colchester, 119. 
Cadwallader. lao. 
Cesar. 1»-00. 119. 2M. 

Augustus. 67. 
JUlius. 61. 
landing in Great Britain. 60. 

Cahill. Sergpant J. M .• 660. 
Caldwell. Colonel Geol'Jf8 Alfred, 373-374. 

Commodore. 270. 
Isaac, 873. 
Lieutenant. 399. 

Calhoun. John C .• 496-497. 
Camac. Wi1liam. 266. 
Camacho, Seiior. nephew of Bolivar. 91. 
Cambridge, Richard. nuke of. 180. 
Cameron. Simon. 433. 6~. 
Camp colora of the United States army. 681. 

William S. 606. 
Campbell. Captain. 231. 

• the poet, 166. 
Mr5 .• ~. 

Canby. William J .• xii. 265-267. 
Cantey. General. 377. 
Canute, 124-126. 
Cantwell. Colonel Edward, 600-001, 
Cappadocill. St. George of, 148 
Capellan. Baron Vander. 2:10. 
Caradoc, aboriginal prince of Britain, 135. 
Cardinal Newman. 148-149. 
Carey, Henry, 740. 

John. 600. 
Matthew. 241. 

Carpenter, Mr. J. E .• 756. 
Carrier. Sergeant A. J., 665. 
Carrington. General, 668. 
Carron family, 13. 
Cartaret, Sir George, 37. 
Carter. John M .• 6t2. 

Nathan H .• U9. 
Caslin. Commodore. 660. 
Castile, King of, 14. 
Caswell. Gov Charles M., 643. 
Cathcart. Lady. 881, 
Cattermole, 143. 
Cavendish. 366. 
Cercopoly. Captain, 630. 
Chadwick. John, 29"2 
Chamberlain. Captain. 460. 
Champion and Dickason, 292-
Chandos, John. 14. 
Chariemagne, lOO-lM, 107. 146. 

banner presented to, by the 
pope,I03-1Oi. 

Charl. L of England. 14, 18, 84, 180. 142. 
177. 

II. of England, 6, 128. 177, 190, 
199. 2"ll. 70'4 U6-747. 

III. (Duke of Bourbon). ata.udanl 
of. lOS. 

V., 103. 114. 
V. of Spain, 98. 
VI .• lOS. 
VII. and VIIL. 103. 108, 147. 
IX. of France. 103. 
X. of ... ·rance. 112-
X. of Sweden. 71. 
XI. of Sweden. 101. 
XIV. 109. 671. 
the Bald. 92-
the Fllir. 103, 143. 

Chase, Hon. S. P., 415. 
Mr .• 212. 

Chatelit'r. at tbe taking of Taillebourg, 
109.571. 

Chatfield, Colonel. 560. 
Chau(.'Cr. 16, 19. 
ChauDCt'y, Commodore Isaac. 144-145, 660. 
Chesnut. Colonel, 437. 442. 
Chilton, Mr., 604. 
Christian VIII .• King of Denmark, 253. 
Christopher. the, 29. 
Churchill, Sir Winston. 12L 
Cid. standard of the, 88. 
Cilley, Colonel, 606. 
Cincinnatus. 114. 
Ciat, Lollis J .• 729. 
Claggett's brewery, 733. 
Claghorne, Gt'orjre, 316. 
Claiborne, Hon. Juhn F. H., Tiii. 492-493. 

634. 
Hon. William I. H., 323. 
Gov. William C. C.,;w. 

Clarence, Duke, 7()''l. 
Clark, Thomas, 241. 
Clarke, Adam. 52. 

Brevet.colone1 F. N., 54S. 
Clavigero, Bl. 
Clay. Henry. 846, 894.438,653. 

against diluuion, 39L 
Claypole, John. 265. 
Claypoole, James. 257. 
Clayton. Captain, 695. 

Major William L., 587. 
Mrs.. 606. 

Clemenl, llon. Mr., 401. 
Cleveland, Ex·Gov., liM. 
Clinton. Hon. George, 187. 

Gov. 616-617. 
Sir Henry, 194. 2M, 

Clonston, John. 2:!9. 
Clothaire, 107. 
Clovi •• sacred banner of. 107. 
Clymer, Mr .• 226, 620. 
Cobb. Hon. Ho"ell, 396. 406. 
Cochrane. J. H., 606. 

Sir Thomas. 723. 
Vk-e·Admiral Sir Alexancler, 

72'l-7:!3. 
Cockburn, Admiral, 722. 
Coaur de Lion, 126. 
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Comn, Isaac, 806. 
Cohen, M. J., 727. 
Coleman, 344. 

Edmund T., 692. 
Mr., 734. 

Coles. Surgeon, 448. 
Collier, Lieutenant, 460. 

Thomas S .• 684. 
Colliers, Captain, 406. 
Collins, T. K., 267. 
ColonDa, Marco Antonio, 35. 

Stefano, 86. 
Columbus, !l3, 166-169, 171, 174. 

Don Fernando, 169. 
flag of, 169. 

Commodore Barney, flag of, 238. 
Hopkins, 217, 2~. 227, 229, 

232-286, 238, 240-242, 245, 
659. 

Conan, Lieutenant. of MaximUl, 18. 
Conant, Corporal, 571. 
Cone, William H., 561. 
Conga, H. N., 617. 
Constance Chloroa, adopts the Hibernian 

harp, 120. 
ConstantiDe, coin of,168. 

labarum of, 82. 
motto of, 35. 
the Great, 59, 60, 100. 

Conaton, John, 270. 
Cook, Captain James, 359. 
Coombe, General I.eslie, 500. 
Cooper, James Fennimore, 229, 236, 289, 

240, 242, 245, 280, 861. 
Copley, John Singleton, 296-297. 
Corcoran, Colonel, 468. 
Cordes, Aclmiral Simon de, 366-366. 
Cordova. anns of Admiral. 94. 
Carlin, Captain George W., 560. 
Cornwallis, Lord, 2i6. 330-381. 
Corterals and Cabral, 17<1. 
Cortez. 82-83, 92-
Corwin (United States Conaul), 387. 
Cona, Juan de la, 171. 
Coste, Captain Napoleon, 428. 
Coston, B. F .• 666. 
Cotline.ux, Captain DeDDis Nicholu, 280. 
Cotton, Mr. 181. 

W. A., 595. 
CouDt of Portugal, Alfonso Henriques, 99. 
Courtenay, Captain, l!OS. 

HnD. William A., vm., 528. 
Cox, l.emuel, 294, 803-306. 

Paul,270. 
Coyle, Patsey, 492. 
Craig, General, l!Oi>-206. 

Mrs. Margaret C., 205-206. 
Crane, Mr. 212. 
Crapo, Governor, 580. 
Craven, Lieutenant, R. P .• 576. 
Crawford, Assistant Surgeon, S. W., 418, 

489, 442, 4~6. 
CritteDden, Mr., 476. 
Croix, La, 111. 
Croizer, Commander, 361. 
Cromwell, Oliver, 17-18,138-139, 178,261, 

265, 747. 

Cromwell, Oliver, bannera, 11. 
body desecrated, 18. 

Crookback, Edward, 22-
Crooke, General, 578. 
Crump, CaptaiD M H., 655. 
Cullick, Captain, 612-
CumberlaDd, Duke of, 145. 

George, Earl of, 220. 
Cummings, Rev. Dr. Joseph, 566. 
CunDingham, Mr., 285. 

of DollartowD, 304. 
Curtenlua, Mr., 226. 
CurtiD, Governor, 573-675, 6~. 
Curtins, Quintus, 55. 
Curtis, G. W .. 103. 

Sir Roger, 661. 
Cushing, Han. Caleb,459. 

Nathan, 610 •. 
CUltis, John Park, 335. 

Washington Park,385. 
Cutter, Abram E., 761. 
Cypru, King of, 44. 
Cyru, M. 

Dahlgren, Rear Admiral J. A., 450-451. 
Dana, Richard H., Jr., 8, 670, 720-726. 
Danbernon, Sir John, 19. 
Dankers, Jasper, 184. 
Dante, 502. 
Dannand, Gel1eral, 116. 
Dart, 127. 
Dartmouth, Earl or, 231. 
DauphiD, Charles, 103. 

of France, 275. 
Davenport, E. L., 756. 

Richard, 169. 
David, King of Scotland, 140. 
Davis, General Jefferson C., 418, 692. 

Jefferson, 400, 405-406, 410, 430, 
445,4-17, 476, 502, 586-637, 570-
5i6. 

Jefferson, inaug11ratl·d President 
Southern Confederacy, 400. 

LieutenaDt, 442. 
Mrs., 6\12. 
Sergeant C. L., 559. 
Thomas Frederick, D.D , 444-

Da" Mr., 285. 
Dayton, Colonel, 276. 

Han. William L, 408. 
D'AYezac, M., 171. 
DeaD, Captain Stewart, 299. 

Mr., 211-212. 
of Ilurham, WhittiDgham, 141. 

De Benvouloir, 212-
De Bohuns, 131. 
De Bouille, 109. 
De BrinoD, Madame, 740. 
De Bryan, Sir GUy,13. 
Decatur, Commodore Stephen, 320-326. 
De COlta, 160, 169, 172. 
U'Estaing, Admiral, 279. 
D'Eyncourt, Lord Edmund, 12. 
De Graff, Dutch Governor, 275. 
De HaveD, Lieutenant·Commander Edwin, 

879,390. 
Deming, 11m. ColoDel, 557. 
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De Molay, 48. 
De Montford, Simon, 16. 
De Monts, settlement of, atAllnapolis,174. 
Denstow, William J., 614. 
De Peyster, General, MI. 

Lieutenant J. L., 686-588. 
De Plancy, Colin, 104. 
De Ruyter, Admiral, 99, 832. 
De S"bla, Theodore, 886-387. 
Desjardins, M., Ill. 
Desmond. Master John, 203. 
Desmoulins, Camille, 114. 
DeChon, vi. 
D'Urville, Captain, 861. 
Devereaux, Captain James, 298. 
De Witt, Admiral, 882-
Diana, 65. 
Diaz, Bernal, 81-82. 
Dickenson, Mr., 226. 
Dickinson. Captain L. A., 662. 
Dickson, Lieutenant·Colonel, 877. 
Digby, Admiral, 292. 
Dioclesian, 168. 
Diodorus, 50. 
Dit.80n and Co., 761. 
Dix, Dorothea, 482, 490. 

General John A., 898-400. 
John A., 456, 462. 
Mi •• D. L., viii. 
Rev. Morgan, 400,684. 

Dixon, Chaplain, 491. 
Dr., 602. 

Dobbin, Secretary, 886. 
Dom Manoel, King, 100. 

Miguel, 358. 
Pedro, 853. 

II., 168. 
Don Fernando, 169. 

Juan of Austria, 26, 86. 
SeMltian, KiDg of Portugal, 671. 

Dorr, Mrs., 421. 
Donat, 15. 
Dostie, Dr. A. P., 469. 
Dote, Lieutenant Thomas, 208. 
Doubleday, Captain A., 418. 
Douglass, Earl. 141-142. 

Fred,667. 
Lieutenant Governor, 569. 
of Carver, 142. 
Stephen A., 894, 416. 

againlt diaunion, 
894-

Downes, Commodore, 660. 
Drake, 251. 

Francis S., 306. 
Joseph Rodman, 734. 
Samuel Adams, 306. 

G., 100, 296, 868. 
Sir Francis, 174. 

Draper, J. W., 477, 497, 640. 
Drayton, 15. 216. 

William Henry, 680. 
Dreer, F. J., 286. 
Dreux, John of, 16. 
Duane, Rev. D., 418. 

William, 262, 431. 
Dubois, Captain, 3M. 

Dubois, William E., 696. 
Ducange. 48. 
Duc de Penthievre, Admiral, 111. 
Dudley, Mr., 181. 
Dugdale, ao. 
Duke of Norfolk, Mowbray, 132. 

Normandy, 28. 
Richmond, 297. 
Sa1'oy,86. 
York, Edmund Langley, 133. 

DumlUl, Mr., 288. 
Dunbar, E. E., 869. 
Dunkin, Chancellor, 495. 
Dunnovant, General, 443. 
Dupont, Rear Admiral S. F., 411, 481, 686. 
Du Quesne, 110. 
Durang, Charles. 728. 

Fred,7'J.7- 729. 
Mr. and Mrs., 128. 

Durham, Bishop of, 12. 
Duro, C. F., 93-94. 
Durseley, Lord, 6. 
Du Simitiere, 683-684, 686. 
Duaolle, John S., 766. 
Du Tillet, 106. 
Dutton, Lieutenant H. M., 660. 
Duyckinks, 747. 
Dwight, Timothy, 158. 
Dyar, Captain Charle., 208. 

Eads, Captain, 480. 
Earl of Berkeley, the first to boUt die 

flag of Lord High Admiral, 6. 
of Richmond, 16. 

Early, General Jubal A., 612-
Eaton, President, 469. 
Edes, Captain B., 724, 727-728. 
Edgerton, Rev. E. C., 209. 
Ed iI f rid , standard of, 122-
Edinburgh, Duke of, 701. . 
Edmund. Earl of Cambridge, 184. 

Ironsides, 126. 
of Lancaster, 183. 
the martyr, 122-

Edward, I., 16, 126, 127-128, 130, 183. 
II,80. 
III, 11, 18,29,30,108,125,128-

129, lao, 148. 
III., dnice of, 80, 108, 186. 
IV., 138-184, 137. 
VI., 17. 
Duke of York. lao. 
the Black Prince, 11, 20,129-
the Confessor, 122-

Edwards, Sergeant, 662-
Edwin, King of NorthumberiaDd, 122. 
Edric Streone, 16:J, 
Egbert, Kingof Wessex, 122. 
Eleanor, of Guyenne, 126. 

Provence, 188. 
Elisabeth of York, 126. 

Queen, 17, 81,146-147,173-175, 
220. 

Ellet, Mrs., 288-289. 
Ellicott. Andrew, 322. 
Elliot, Major Bernard, 211. 

Mrs., 210. 
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Ems, 81, 84. 
Governor, 424. 

Elwell, Captain David, SU. 
Emenon, Mr., 148. 
Emmet, Robert, 704. 
Emmon., Commodore George P., •• 
Emperor Conalanline, medal of, 59. 

Paul of Ruasia, 44. 
Endicott, Governor, 179. 
Engelbrecht, Jacob, 487. 
EnOl, Miaa Ellen E.;l 660. 

Emma K., 660. 
Enack. John, 31, 702. 
Eric, King of Denmark, 168. 

the Red, 160. 
Ericalon, 866. 
Erik. Biahop of Greenland, ",oyage of, 168. 
Enkine, Sir William, 14. 
Essex, origin of the standard of, 121. 
Estabrook, General, 596. 
Ealevan, Colonel. 475. 
Ethelbald. King of Mercia, 122-
Etheldred,I63. 
Elting, Frank M., 722. 
Eugenie, .;mprea. of the French, 890. 
Eugenia. III, Pope, 47. 
Eusebius, 60. 
Eastace, the Monk. 80. 
Eve in the Garden of Eden, 128. 
Everard, 13. 
Everett, Alexander H., 788. 

Hon. Edward. 3, 164, 469. 
Hon. Ed ward, on the stars and 

Itripel, 3, 1M. 
Hon. Edward, on Thorwaldaen, 

164. 
EYertzen, 99. 
Ezekiel, the Prophet, 26, 701. 

Fairchild. Richard, 469. 
Fairholt, 106, 108. 
Falconer, William, 89, 702. 
Fane, Sir Harry, 163-154. 
Faneuil, Peter, 195. 
Fanning. Captain Edmund, 818. 
Farley, Lieutenant H. S.,438. 
Farr, C. N., 619. 
Farragut, Admiral D. G., 7, 262, 400, 410, 
469,470-471,473,499,51~686-687,670, 
672-673. 

Farrar, Mn., 296. 
Farrington, D. W. C., M8. 
Faunce, Captain. 4M-485. 
Felkrig, Sir Simon de, 124. 
Fenwick, Mr., 612. 
Ferdinand and Ilabella,90. 
Ferguson, Dr. Joseph, 491. 

Rebecca C., 504. 
Fernand, Don, 90. 
Festroholf, Captain, 691. 
Field, Mr., 475. 
Figuerado, Pereira de, 100. 
Finch, Francis Miles, 71i8-760. 
Fish, Hon. Hamilton, 466. 
Fiske, Stephen, 710. 
Fitz Gerald, armB of, 152. 
Fitzode, Edward, 127. 

Fletcher, AndreW', '1.5. 
Captain, 4M. 
Governor. 186. 
W. I., 637. 

Fogg, John S. H., M. D., 497. 
Folger, Captain Timothy,292. 

Mr., 343. 
Senator, of New Yort, 669. 

Foot, Solomon, 744. 
Foote, Rear-Admiral A. H., 686. 

Senator. 413. 
Forbee, Corporal Ira E., 664. 

Robert B .• 866-387,882. 
Ford, John '1'., 728. 

Mator Collin, 480. 
Forney, Colonel G. W., 411. 
Forrest, French, 668. 
Fonter, Mr., 848. 
Forsyth. John. 471. 
FOIS, Jacob, bequeaths money to purchue 

United Stalea flaga,688. 
FOlter, Captain J. G., 41B. 

Color-Sel'J(eant Jefferson, 491 
Hon. J: W., 82-83. 

Foulke, Count of Anjou, 1M, 126. 
William Parker, 888. 

Fournier, in 1114.1, 98. 
Fowle, George W., 649. 
Fox, GUltavus V., 348, 428, ~, 688. 

Mr. Gilbert, 716. 
Frailey, Major, 7'n. 
France, Dauphin of, 'n5. 
Francia I., of France, 33, 103, 1'12-

Fuller, 161. 
. J08l'ph, i04. 

Franklin, Benjamin, 218-214, 217, 248, 
8a., 683, 686. 

General, 668. 
Lady, 384, 890. 
Bir John, 878-3'19, 880, 384. 

Fraser, General, 204. 
Frazier, Captain, 461. 
Frederick lhe Great, IWOrd of, 116. 

11., Emperor of Germany. 12'1. 
VII., of Denmark, 891. 
Wilhelm II., 102-

Freilgrath, 10'.l. 
Fremont, John C., 8'10, 648. 

hoiats a flag with on. 
ltar, at Sutter'. Fort, 
California, 370. 

Frencb, Major B. B., 414. 
Freneau, 281. 
Frietcbie, John C., 483. 

Mn. Barbara, 482-491. 
Froiaaart, 27, 80, 106. 
Frontin, Mn., 692. 
Frontenac, Count, 328. 
Frothingham, 201. 
Fyffe, Commander Joseph, 600. 
Fyler, O. R., 669. 

Gadsden, Chriltopher, 194, 211-212. 
Colonel, flag of. lata, 2M,287. 
Rev. G. P., 495. 

Gage, General, 196, 198. 
Gallagher, George W., 7118. 
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Gallagher, Private William, 685. 
Gallway, Edwa,.I, 446. 
Gama, Vuco de, 100. 
Gansevoort, Colon~1 Peter, 276, 614. 
Garda, Pietro, Ales18ndro, 113. 
Gardar, the Dane, 160. 
Gardner, Dr. A. K .• 190. 
Garltes, Father, 368. 
Garibaldi. 113. 
Gates, Major·General Horatio, 2M, 277, 

749. 
Gayols, Governor, 82"2-
Gemmill, William D., xii. 
Geoffrey, Count of Anjoo, 126. 

Ban:elona, 92. 
George I .• 144-146. 

n. 6:m-6:n. 740. 
III., 145. 193. 297. 

the first to n>linquilh the title 
of" King of France," 140, 193. 

Mr.,SS. 
Gerard, Pierre. 44. 279. 
Gennany, Crown Prince of, 696. 
Gerolt, Von. 3a. 
Gerry, Elbridge. 202, 239. 
Gerty, Simon, 213. 
G'huivier, Ain. 373. 
Gibbs, Hon. Richard. 91. 
Gibbes, Lieutenant Wade Hampton, 488. 
Gierlow, Rev. Mr., 1)116. 
Gilbert, Sir Humphrey, 173-
Gild!'a, James, 156. 
Gilel, Mr., 308, 3]4. 
Gill, Lieutenant John. 203. 
Gillil, Commander, 4::l4. 446. 
Gilmore, Major·G!'neral, 448. 460 

P . T., 460, i61. 766. 
Gist. Govl'rnor, 496. 
Glennie. 374. 
Gloucelter, Humphry, Duke of, 130. 

ThomAI of. 130. 
Glover, Colonel. 203, 227. 
Goldsmith. A. }'., 6~. 
Gomez, Gonzalez, Count of CandelpiDa, 

88. 
Gon8al('ll, Feran, Count of Cutile, 88. 
Goodhue, Mr .• 307. 
Gosnold, Bartholomew, 174. 
Gove. N. W., 608. 
Graham, Major. 602. 
Grant, Gelll'ral Ulynes S., 476, 635, 689, 

Mo..-&tl. 6ll3. 744. 
Graves. Major E. E ., 637. 
Gray, Captain Robert, 30()..41()3. 

James, 397. 
Li~utenant; 210. 

Greeley, Horace, 7l!9. 
Green, Benjamin. 369. 

Captain John. 298. 
Dr. Ezra, 276. 
John A., 636. 
Thomas, 267. 

Greene, Colonel JAcob L ., 664. 
General Nathaniel, 2'l6-226. 
George W., M9. 
Governor WilliAm. 287. 

Greenleaf, Captain James E., 761-762, 765. 

Greenup, Mr., 807. 
Greenwood, I. J .• 2M. 
Grenville. Sir Ricbard, 174. 
Grimn, Mr., 619. 

P. Midshipman. S. P .• 379. 
GrinneU, Henry, 378-379. 384-386. 

Mosel H., 466, 706. 
Grlawold, 734. 

Captain John D ., 662. 
Rev. RufoaW., 716-il6, 72fr726. 

GI'08I, BAron, 374. 
Grotiua, Hugo, write. treatiae Mare Libe­

rum, 37. 
Grymes, Mr., 336. 

William, 3.15. 
Gudreda, widow of Thontein, 166-166. 
Guiart Guilaume, 106. 
Guillien. 6 9. 
Guion, ISlIac, 322-323. 
Gui e, Cardinal of. 109. 

Duke of, 109. 
Gunhilda. 10:t 
Gunnbjorn, 160. 

Hackett, Lieutenant John, 449. 
Haines. Adjutant·General John M., 661. 
Hakluyt. 169, 171. 
lIale, Colonel, 606. 

Hon. John P., 896. 
Halford. John. 631. 
Halifax, Earl of, 681. 
Hall, David, 214. 

Captain C. T., 885, 891. 
C. S., 701-762. 
F . A., 466. 
John A .• 617. 
Lieutenant, 440. 
Senator, 464. 
William, &. Son, 764. 

Halleck, Fitz Greene, 784. 
Hall green, 766. 
Hallock, Captain, 243. 
Hllmbll'ton, Purser Samuel, 668. 
Hamilton, Governor, 364. 

Lieutenant, 326. 
Paul,3l!6. 
Schuyler, 269, 268-264. 

Hllmlet, 618. 
Hamlin, Hon. Hannibal, 418. 

Mrs. 410. 
Hammet, Mr. 291. 
Hampden, 600. 
Hampton, Lieutenant·Colonel Wade. ~7. 
Hamtramack, ColoDl'l Johu F., 323, 493. 
Hanaford, Mrs. P . A., 296. 
Hancock, Edward C., 612, 614-616, 617. 

John, a sailor, :.!68. 
Major·General, 678. 
Mr. John, 199, ~, 298. 

Hand, Lieutenant-Colonel, 206. 
Handel, 740. 
Hanford, Levi, 286 
Hanover, Duke of, 145. 
Hanlon, 344. 
Hardee, General. 618. 
Hardhitch, Mr., 296. 
Hardman, Colonel Thomal, 602. 
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Hardway, Adjutant, 876. 
Harford, Mi .. , 766. 

Mr. R., 766. 
Harland, Adjutant-Genera!, Edward, 658, 

668. 
Harlow, Sir Robert, 220. 
Harold,28, 121, 126. 
Harper Brothers, 286-287, 276, 888, 418, 

423,464,640,684. 
Harriman, Governor, 660-661. 
Hania, F. L. 887. 

Hon. Mr., of Miaaisllippi, 604. 
Mr.,816. 
Rev. Matthew, 461. 

Harrison, General Thomas, 631. 
Lieutenant-Commander Napo­

leon B., 472. 
Mr., 217. 

Harry, Grace de Dien, 31-82. 
Hart, Lane S., 267. 

Sergeant Peter, 440-441, 462. 
Thomas, 284, 286. 

Hartranft, General, 676. 
Hartridge, Hon. Julian, 624. 
Hamtene, Captain Heury J., 881, 886, 

432,448,446. 
Hartt. Mr •• 316. 
Harvey, Captain A. C., 461. 

James A., 497, 588. 
Hastings, John de, 12-
Hatfleld, R. G., 167. 
Havemeyer, William T., 466. 
Haven, C. C., 262, 276, 281. 
Haversham, 186. 
Hawkins, Sir John, 172-
Hawley, Brigadier-General J. R., 461, 

663-665, 668. 
Mrs., 667. 

Haye, La, 1737, 189, 221. 
Hayel, Captain Patrick, 847. 

Dr. L I., 884-886, 887-891. 
hoiets our flag at Upper· 

navick, 887. 
hoists our flag in lat 81° 

26' N., 388, 8110. 
Midshipman Thom .. , 847. 
Mrs. Patrick, 278. 

Hayley, Mrs. George, 2112, 294. 
Hazewell, E. H., 606. 
Head, General Nan., 660. 

Mr. John, 281. 
Headly, Mr., 88.~. 
lIealy, Colonel. 661. 
Ileard, Sir Isaac, 261. 
Heath, Major·General, 828. 
Hedwega, 69. 
Heemskirk, 98. 
lIeller, Captain I. S., 587. 
Hemmock. Mr., 468. 
Henault, 106. 
Hengist, 120, 684. 
lIenneslY, Major J. A., 448-449. 
Henriques, Allunso, Count of Portugal, 00. 

changed his anus, 100. 
Henry n of England, 126, 143. 

device of, 126. 
ill. of England, 120-127. 

Henry nr. of England, device of, 127. 
IV. of England, un. 

device of, 180. 
V. of England, 124, 131-132, 148. 

banner of, 131-182, 
137. 

VI. of England, 13, 124, 182. 
banner of, 180. 

VII. of England, 31, 126, 13.), 137, 
169, 170-171, 173. 

VIII. of Enilland. 32, 86, 126, 136-
186, 146-147, 178. 

VIII. of Jo:ngland, standard of, 186, 
II. of France. 108. 
III. of France, 108, 109. 
IV. of France, 9I!, lOa. 109. 

Henry, Mayor (of Philadelphia), 409, 464. 
of Metz, 106. 
of Navarre, 110. 
Prince. the navigator, 110. 

Herculano, 100. 
Heriulf, 160. 
Herman, Augustin, 188. 
Herodotus, M. 
Hersey, Major William, 828. 
Hewes, Mr., 211-212. 
I1ewison, Sergeant James, 660. 
Heywood,84. 
Higgins, Captain, 876. 
Hildebrand, C. D., 719. 
Hill, General, 490. 
Hilliard, H., 644. 
Hinks, MaJor-General, 646. 
Hinman, E., 236. 

Mr., 219, 613. 
Hoadley, Charlee J., 661, 612-313. 
Hoar, George F., vi. 
Hobart, Jolln 810se. 616. 
HodgkinlOn. Miss 10'., 600. 
Hoffman, Ogden, 704. 
Hofman, Olof, 101. 
Hollingsworth, LeVI, 264. 
Hollwell, Captain John, 89. 
Holmel, Captain, 327. 

Colonel Samuel, 667, 666. 
lion. John, 204. 
Lieutenant·Colonel, 646. 
Lieutenant N., 471. 
Oliver Wendell. 088,688,780,789. 

Holt, Mr. (Secretary of War), 430. 
Homer, George, 460. 
Homes, H. A., viii, 614, 616, 694. 
Hone, Robert S .• 706. 
Hooper, Mr., 600. 
Hopkins, Mr., 211-212. 

Commodore Esek, 217,222.227, 
232-286,238,~40-242,246,669. 

Commodore, engraving prellCrved 
at Annapolis, 234. 

HopkintOD, Francis. 617, 716.700. 

Hoppo, 298. 
Hon. Joseph, 716-716, 719. 

Hopwood. Mi •• Mary, 490. 
Horsa, 120, 684. 
IIospinan de Orig. 86. 
Hough, David, 446. 

Prof. F. B., 606. 
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Hough, L. B .• 192. 
Houaton, Colonel. 602. 

of Georgia. 685. 
Howard, Chauncey, 668. 

John. 728. 
Lord William. 36. 
Mn. Charlea, 729. 

Howe. Captain Tyringham, 242-
Dr. S. G .• 767. 
Lord. 112, 2116. 
MAjor·General, 198. 
Mrs. Julia Ward,766-768. 

Howgate, Captain, 886. 
Hubbard, Ex·Governor. 6M. 

Samuel C .• 666. 
Sergeant Thom .. J., 661. 

Bubert. Father, fW. 
Hue, M .• 2\18. 
Huddy, William, 256. 
Hudson, 2'l8. 

Captain (of the nuy), 284-
Lieutenant. f36. 

Huguemie, Major. "9 
Hull, Captain leue, 326. 

General. 6f2-
Humboldt. 602. 

Qaron, 170. 876. 
Hume. Lieutenant, 210. 
Humphries. Joshua, 816. 

Major· General. 689-
Hungar and Hubba. 87. 
Hungu •• King of the Piela.U8. 
Hunter, General. 6tH. 

Gov. Uobert. 186-187. 
Huntington. FArlof, 16. 
Hutehil\lOn. 292-
Hutton, 130. 

Ide. Commandant, 870. 
Indian Hanuman. 79. 
Infreville, M. d', 110. 
Ingolf, 100. 
Ingraham, Captain. 8~. 
Irving, Washington. 66. ]69. 
laabella of France, 181, 143. 

Jacbon, Colonel. 480. 
General Andrew, 854-866, 611. 

688, 664. vii. 
General Stonewall, fa2, 486-489, 

665. 
Gem'ral Henry, 800. 

Jal'Obs, )fr., tl:.!O. 
Jagillon, Duke, 69. 
Jal, M .• 26, 93. 
James I. of Enllland. 14.36.185,187.140, 

]43. 149. 174-1i6, 178, 188, 18i, 
220. 

II. of England. 147, 740. 
I\. of Scotland, 147. 
III. of Scotland, 140. 
IV. of Scotland, 108. 
CRptain George, 438. 
Duke of York, 117. 
Mr., 166. 

JRnin. Ali, Paclla of, 65. 
Janvier, Francie de Haes, 748-7", 746. 

Janie. Mr .• 842. 
Jasper, Sergeant, 210, 4U 

at Fort Moultrie, 1775, 
210. 

death of, 211. 
Jay, Hon. John, 212, 46f, 616. 

Our &g, 6()j. 
Jeanne d'Arc, 108. 
Jeffel'lOn (an actor, 1820), 728. 

Thomaa. 2:26, 261, 688-684. 
Jelllie., Dr. B. Joy, 284. 

John. 284. 
Jenkins. Commodore Thornton A.., 672. 
Jeruaalem. 28. 
Jewell. Ex·Governor, 664. 
Joan of Arc. 109. 
Joan, the fair maid of Kent. 181. 
John, King of England, 36, 126, 127. 

of France. 108. 
of Gaunt, ]29, 138. 

Johnson, Brevet Major·General, 480. 
Captain. 242. 
Captain Nicbolas, 298. 
Dr .• 732. 
HOD. Reverdy. 462. 
Mr., of Georgia, 896. 
Sir William. 7f9. 
William, 293. 

Johnston, General J06eph E., 873-374. 511-
6]2, 641, 665. 

Johnstone, Colonel, 602. 
Jones. Commodore, 869. 

General Charles n .. 600. 
John Paul, 229. 230-231. 23S-239, 

240-241, 248. 2i8-270, 280-281. 
Major D. n., 443. 
Sergeant E. B., 660. 
Sir William, 80. 
Thomas K., 292. 
William Hemphill, 898-39Q. 

Jonge, J . C. de, 98. 
Jonson, Den, 129. 
Josiah, Captain, 293. 
Jo ephua. 3i2. 
Juanna, Donna, 90. 
Julius C&l8llr, British .tandarde sent to 

Rome by, 119. 
Junkin, Rev. Mr., 488. 
Juatice. Alexander, 188. 

Kamara (Mars) , 79. 
Kane, Colonel Thomas L, 575. 

Dr. Eli ha l\ent, 8M-387. 890. 
Dr. Elisha Kent, carriet our flag 

nearest the North Pole. SSt. 
Katherine. daughter of Cbuiea VL of 

France, 132. 
Kauffman, Dr., 449. 
Kean, Edmund, 740. 
l{eefe, Corporal, 665. 
Keirn. General George, 726. 729, 130. 

George M .• 719. 
Keith, Lawrence M., 396. 
I{el\ogg. Sergeant. lnjor Robert H., 664. 
Kempton, Thomas. 293. 
KendRlI, Amos. 364. 
l{endrick, Captain John, 300. 
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Kendrick, Captain John, death dI, 801. 
KeDDedy, Captain John, 676. 

J. P., 884. 
~or E. D., 683. 

Keppel, Captain, 380. 
Key, Francia Scott, 600, 720-728,780,732, 

786. 
Kidder, A. B., 762. 
Kieffer, Antoine, S75. 
Kimball, George, 7~766. 
King, General Adam, 678-

David,141. 
Dr. Rodney, 289. 
of Cyprus, 44-
of Poland, 67. 
Philip, 183. 

][iramgori,697. 
Kirk, GoTerDor, 407. 
Kiuick, Lieutenant William, 208. 
Knorr, G. F., 890. 
Knox, General Henry, 285. 
Koah, the blacksmith, M. 
Kohl, J. G., 167. 
Kohn, Abra, 406. 
Kohter, MODI., 689. 
Koran, 67. 
KOIIuth,768. 
Kroesanen, 164. 
Kmeenstern,AdmQ,d,~ 
Kulan,74. 
Kung, Prince, 77. 
Kuskol, Captain, 692. 

r..cedemonlane, MI. 
.La Croix, Ul. 
Ladd, Mn. C., 608. 
Lafayette, 9, 114, SOl, SM, 466, 788. 

against llavery,~. 
La Haye, 189, 221. 
Lally, Major F. T.,OOO. 
Lamar, Lieatenant, 639. 
Lambert, Major W. H., (64-465. 
Lancaster, Earl of, 22. 

red rose of, lSI. 
Landais, Captain Pierre, 280. 
Landis, Captain, 236, 
Lane, General Joseph, 600. 
Langdon, Captain, 037-638. 

Mr. John, 211-212, 239, 240. 
Lanling, Mn. Abraham, tl14. 
Lapoint, Colonel, 681. 
Larochefoucault, Count, 104. 
Latimer, A. R., 480-481. 

Misl Emma, 480. 
Sergeant Francis, 564. 

Langhtou, J. K., 96, 99, 112. 
Lieutenant Jamel C., 765. 

Laurenl, Henry, 272-278. 
Laveller, 740. 
Lawrence, Colonel, 463. 
Laws, Commander J. (Royal Navy), 84. 
Layard,64. 
Leake, Sir John, 6. 
Leamed, Colonel Ebenezer, 219. 
Leasure, Colonel Daniel, 676. 
Leathers, Captain John H., 665. 
Leavitt, S. D., 606. 

L'Egallte, 115. 
Lee, Arthur, 272. 

and Walker, 765. 
Biaho!?, 678. 
CaptalD, 442. 
Geaeral Robert E., 482,487, 489,686, 

688-689, 640-
041. 

lurrender of, MO. 
Hon. Arthur, 693. 
Major-General Charles, 2M, 287,261-

262-
Mr. John, 321. 

R. H., 211-212, 624,697. 
LeFevre, Seigneur de St. Henry, 124-
Leicester, Earl of, 16. 
Leif, IOn of Eric the Red, voyage 01, 161, 

1M. 
Leifsbudir, 162, 164. 
Lempriere, Clement, 228-
Leo 111., Pope, 103-104. 
Leonard, Rev. Mr., an. 
Letcher, Govemor,446, 474. 
LeuUe, 198, 277. 
Lewis, Captain, 335. 

George W.,868. 
Mr., 212, 335. 
Mrs., ot Virginia, 281. 
Samuel,336. 

Lieber, Dr., 694. 
Lincoln, Abraham, 387, 896, 897-398,400, 

406-416, 481, 438, 
437, 460, 463, 477, 
492, 607, 627, 688, 
677, 688-689, 686, 
6~, 644, 740. 

elected Presldentofthe 
United States, 396. 

joumey from lllinola 
to Washington, ~ 
408. 

ralaes our ftall on In­
dependence Hall, 411. 

Bishop of, 29. 
Earlof,5. 

banner of, 12. 
Thad,684. 

Lindsay, D. W., 638. 
Lindsley, J. Berrien, 637. 
Linn, John Blair, 206. 
Lipsiua, 70. 
Lispenard, 2-52. 
Littleton, Vice-Admiral, 6. 
Livingston, Charles L., 704. 

Dr. David, 696-698. 
Livy, 2'. 
Lloyd, Color-bearer,671. 
Locke, Captain, 869. 

Private, 679. 
Lodebrock,87. 
Lomax, Captain. 376. 
Long, Colonel, 724, 727. 
Longfellow, Henry W., 169,167,290, M3. 
Longstreet, General, 489. 
Lord, Captain Samuel A , 79. 

High Admiral, Duke of York, 5, 
177. 

Digitized by Goog Ie .......... 



800 INDEX OF NAMES. 

Lord, Miu Abbie A., 648. 
Lorenzard. Don T. A ., 81. 
Lorenzo, Puqualigo, 170-171. 
Lorillard, George, 710. 
Lorraine, colors of, 109. 
Lot~ing, B. J ., xii, 168, 175, 179, 189, 194, 

11l9, ~2, 211, 219, 2'lO, 261, <'ill, 3-.47. 
335, 404, 422, 440, 467, 460, 4~, 
4\18, 636, 663, 684, 693, 729. 

Lothaire, 107. 
Lothrop. Rev. Samuel K., 646. 
Louis VII .• fleur·de-lis on the eal of, 108. 

VIlI., 103. 
XII., 103.108. 
XIV., 103,109,740. 
XVI .. Ill. 
X V III , 112. 
Le Gros, 106. 
of Bavaria, Emperor, 86. 
Philippe, 112-113. 
St., 103. 

Loutherbourg, painting by, 112, 
Lovelace, Lord, 186. 
Lovell, of Virginia, 685. 
Low, Mr., 243. 
Lowden, James, 293. 
I.uce. MeJor·General Charles, 199. 
Luh·ying. green·banner army, 77. 
Lukens, Charlet J., xii, 203-204, 256, 338, 

691. 
heraldry of the 

Lulli,740. 
Lund, Rodney, 608. 
Lunt, Ezra, 201. 

American Aag, 
838, 6111. 

Hon. George, 166. 
Lieu~nant Paul, 201. 
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Mr .• 217. 
Lynd, Bishop, 444. 
Lyndhunt, Lord. 296. 
Lyon, General. 650. 
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II .. ltandard of, 66. 
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, 7[o(t 

lignal at Trafalgar, 1M-
1[['" 

o($eweutle, Duke nf, It7. 
Newcomb, Han. 0., 467. 
f,Jewman, Cnrdbnl, 14,J-149. 
Z'.ffew,zJn, 87, 108, 148. 

Major, 766-766. 
r.£ichzjRJ, Cn[tain. 242. 

Fnincis, 187. 
Nich,jlaon, Comnmdon:, Samn,¥I, 811'. 

ColonnR J. ., viiL 
Judge, 724,727. 
~1., It~t 

Nicolas, Sir Harris, Itt, 149, 166, 164. 
Nicol1s, Colonel Richard, 184. 
t.£ieLuhr, 
Niles, Mr., 226, 231, 307. 
Norcross, DJniel, 648. 
r'£orfo;k, tbwb'''h, Dnre or, 182. 
Normandy, Duke of, 23. 
r'£ort};, Lo,·,;. 2HE, 229, 5.06. 
r'£ort};n:en, H10-R45L 
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Phraatel, the Parthian king, 67. 
Phyla, Prof_or, 719. 
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Lieutenant, 376. 
Sir Joshua, 732. 

Rhett, Robert Barnwell, 396. 
Richard I., 20, 125-126, 186. 

II., 16, 124, 130-131, ]36. 
III., 134-135. 
Duke of Cambridge, 130. 
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Snyder, Lieutenant G. W., 41&, ..0, 441-
443,445. 

Sobieski, John, 71. 
Somerset, Earl of, 188. 
Sonntag, Dr., 374, 800. 
Soule, Sergeant D. E., 669. 
Southampton, Earl of, 5. 
Southey, 163. 
Southworth, Mrs., 482, 400. 
Spain, King of, 311, 98. 
Sparks, Jared, 252, 265. 
Sparrow, Mr., of Louisiana, 504. 
Speed, Captain George K. 
Spelman, Sir John, 1!7. 
Spofford, Hon. A. R., viii. 
Spowers, George, 731. 
Sprague, Adjutant-General, 567, 569, 670. 

Governor, 463. 
Spring, Gardner, D.D., 457. 
Sprint, S. " G., 188. '. 
Spruance, William C., 678. 
Squires, B., 758. 
St. Andre. 812. 

Andrew, 6, 95, 188-189, 140,147-152, 
176, ~ 219. 2'lO, 223, 233, 247,512, 
513, 516, 6:M, 702. 

Bernard, 46. 
Botolph, 28. 
Columb, 120. 
Cuthbert, 141. 
Danneborg, 87. 
Denis, 106-107. 
Edmund, 123-124. 
Edward, banner of, 124. 
Edwin, 122. 
George, 6, 19,28.29,81-82,35,96,122, 

124-125, 130-131, t:i6-137, 139, 143, 
149, 160-162, 175-179, 182-189, 205, 
219-224,232-234,247.876,526. 

George, cross of, float. over New York, 
184. 

origin of, 32-33, 175. 
used in Masaachuaett., 

179. 
of CappRdocia. 148. 

England and Ruaaia. 148. 
Gratian, 104. 
Jamel,OO. 
John, 45. 

of Beverly, 140. 
Louis, 106. 
Margaret, 108. 
Mark. 22, 85, 170-171. 
Martin, 104-106. 
Michael, 19. 
Nicholas, 28. 
Oswald, 120. 
I'atrick. 6, 146-149, 151-162, 178. 
Paul, 88, 694. 
Peter, 104. 

of York, 140. 
Philippe, 110. 
SebRstian, 70. 
Sixtus, Iii. 
Stephen, 69, 70. 
Thomas, 29. 
Ursula, 19. 
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St. Vincent., 832. 
Wilfred, 140. 

of Ripon, 140. 
Stafford, Captain Pbilip, 282. 

James Bayard, 281-282. 
Mia Sarah S., 237, 278, 281-282. 

Stanley meets Dr. Livingstone in Afriea, 
696-098. 

Stanton, Hon. E. M., 460. 
Steel, Captain, 369. 
Steele, J. B., 468. 

of East Fairhnen, 404. 
Steera, George L., 709, 

Henry, 710. 
Steiner, Dr., 488. 
Steinmetz, Andrew, 118. 
Stephen, of Blois, 126. 

the Saint, King of the Magyars, 
69. 

Stephens, Alexander H., 602, 6(», 611. 
Stnens, Commander TIIODIU H., 687. 

Edward A., 705. 
Jobn, 704. 

C., 709. 
Major Atherton Hough, 687. 
Robert L., 704. 

StnenlOn, 122-
Stewart, Captain Charles, 826-326, 411, 

668. 
Entign, 164, 

Stibben, Elizabeth, 187. 
Stiles, President Ezra, 289. 

Lieutenant Richard, 208. 
Stirling, Lord, 2~, 264. 
Stockton, Commodore Robert F., 871. 
Stodert, Benjamin, 608. 
Stone, Captain John, 294. 

Lieutenant, 376. 
Stonnont, Lord, 276. 
Storrs, Dr. R. S., 462. 
Story, Judge, 394. 
Stow, 20. 
Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 466. 
Strain. Lieutenant Isaac N., 888. 
Stratton, Thomaa, 692-693. 
Street, Alfred B., 262, 644, 669, 678. 
Streone, Edric, 16.1. 
Strickland, Henry F., 661. 

Thomas, 13. 
Striker, General, 733. 
Stuart, Gilbert, 466. 

Queen Mary, 187. 
Sturges, RUlsell, 429. 
Stuyvesant, Governor, 183-184. 
Suaine, Captain, 884. 
Suffolk, Countess of, Isabel, 16. 
Sullivan, General, 225. 

George, 467. 
William, 466. 

Summer, Mayor, 663. 
!:iumner, Hon. Charles. vi, 287, 604. 

Major.General, 446. 
Sussex, Lord Lieutenant of, 297. 
Swan, John Otto, 671. 
Swartwout, Caplllin Abraham, 276. 
Sweyne, or Swnen, 163-164-
Syuney, Algernon, 610. 

Talbot, Govemor, 610. 
Lieutenant T., 418. 428-429. 
Sir GillJert, 16. 

Talegaa, Mexiean, 81. 
Taney, Chief Justice, 414--416. 721-722. 
Taylor, Colonel Stuart M., 710. 

Corporal Sherman D., 660. 
General Zach..-y, 370. 
Mr., 226, 344. 
Rev. Father, 467. 

Temple, Robert, 608. 
Sir Charles, 190. 

Tennant, Mr., 6\12. 
Tenneuee, Governor of, in 1866,687. 
Terry, Major-General A. H., 687. 

Misl,876. 
Test, Aaaistant Engineer Henry M., 448. 
Tew, Sergeant H. S., 208. 
Thatcher, Dr. Jamel, 260. 

Mr.,30i. 
Thomas, Ichabod, 292. 

of Gloucester, 180. 
General, 466. 

Thompson, A. B., 607. 
Captain, 869. 

William, 235. 
Charlet, 199. 
Jacob, 800. 
Private Isaac, 686. 
William T., 601, 608, 612, 624.. 

Thomson, Charles, 259, 687, 693, 700. 
Thomtinson, 234. 
Thorflnn, 16~166. 
Thorhall, 166. 
Thorncroft, Sergeant David, 665. 
Thornton, of New Hampahire, 226-
Thorstein, voyaRe of, 166. 
Thorwald, 162, 164. 

voyage and death of, IM-I65. 
HelRason, 166. 

Thorwaldsen, 164. 
Tho.mes 11.,68. 

m.,68. 
Tien Hoang and the Dragon, 72. 
Tiftany, C. L., 601. 

Messrs., &; Co., 492, 666. 
Tilden, W. P., 269, 839. 
Tiley, Lieutenant John, 203. 
Tilghman, Mr., 240. 
Tillet, 106. 
Tillinghast, Colonel, 2aO. 
Tobey, Lieutenant Timothy, 229. 
Too, Colonel, 72-
Todd, Captain, 4111. 
Tolt, Baron de, M. 
Tombs, 6(». 
Tomliuson, Ralph, 732. 
Tooke, William, 710. 
Torry, Sergeant George F., 665. 
Toucy, Hon. Isaac, 666, 668-669. 
Townsend, General E. D., 460, 462, 576. 
Tracy, Captain, 204. 

Lieutenant Charles W., 448. 
Trajan, Emperor, 1~. 
Trapier, William H., 623. 
Travers, Sergeant C. 1'., 009. 
Treasurer, Mr., 621. 
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Trumbull, Colonel, 198, 268, 272. 
Governor, 276, 828. 
Truman, 768. 

TrUli:ton, Captain Thomu, 299. 
Tryon,262. 
Tsung-tuh, Governor-General, 77. 
Tucker, 765. 

Captain Sa1nuel, 208-204, 228. 
Tuckerman, Henry T., 668. 
Tudor, Henry, 136. 

Owen, 135. 
Tufts, William, Jr., 191. 
Turner, Major. 679. 

Mrs., 730. 
Tuualld, Madame, 112-118. 

polsellor of the flag of 
Elba, 112. 

Tyler, A. 0., 406. 
John, 405. 
Lieutenant Robert 0.,486. 
Profelsor Samuel, 487. 
Wat.131. 

Tyng. Rev. Dr., 478. 
Tyrker, 162. 

Underwood. Judge. 486. 
Up,bur. Hon. A. P .• 665. 
Urban II., Pope. It Dieu Ie "Veut," 125. 

Sylvanus, 695. 
Uther, aboriginal prince of Britain, 185. 

VaIai, and Uri. Swi .. Cantona, 103. 
Valentine, 190. 194. 223. 
Valentinian III .• Emperor, 120. 
Van Buren, Martin. 
Van Cleve, H. P .• 648. 
Vancouver. Captain, ~1. 
Vanderveldt. 8i, 160. 
Van Dorn, Colonel. 426. 
Van Dorp, V;ce-Admiral, 37. 
Vane. Governor. 180-181. 
Van Ruyvin, Secretary. 184. 
Van Schaack, Peter, 29'.4. 
Van Tromp, Admiral, 87, 99, 152, 332, 

600. 
Varage. Captain Joseph, 280. 
Vuco de Gama, 100. 

Nunez de Balboa,89, 90. 
Vaughn, at capture of Loulaburg, 1745, 

190-191. 
Mr .• 230. 

Venaion, Mrs. W. G., 685. 
Verplanck. Samnel, 704. 
Verrazano.171-172.. 
Vekpucci, 169. 
Vestynden. Ralph, 184. 
Vexin. Counta of. 106. 
Vickery, Captain. 279. 
Victoria, Queen. 146, 361, 881, 701, 740. 
Villaret, Fillee de, 86. 
Vincent, 279, 280. 
Vinland. 162-163. 
Virgil, 2Ji2. 
Virginia, Governor of, in 1888, 355, 628. 
Virgin Marr. 107. 
Vishnoo or Vilhnu, 79, SO. 
Vladialaus Vll., 69. 

Von Merbach, General, 246. 

W., Mrs., 47~79. 
Wace, 28. 
Wagden, Private William. 477. 
Waldemar II. of Denmark, 87. 
Wales, B. Read, 468. 

Prince of, 129-30, 144. 701. 
device of. 1~180. 

Walker, Lieutenant William M., 3M-86O. 
L P .• 437. 446. 
Mr. Hartwell. 636. 
Sergeant. 661. 
William, 635. 

Wallace, General,476. 
William Ross. 668. 
William Vincent, 758. 

Walton. Colonel J. B., 612, 614-517. 
Wanchese. 174. 
Ward, General. 219. 

M. E., 696. 
Mr .• 179. 
Samuel, i67. 

Warner and Wood, i28. 
Colonel John L. 722,727. 
H. A., 660. 
Oliver, 609. 

Warren, Dr., 199. 
General,I98. 

of Connel.'ticut, 568. 
Hon. George Washington, 465. 

Warwick, Earl of, 29. 30, 130, 133. 
his great Itreamer, 29. 
hia great streamer, COlt 

of. 80. 
Waahington, George, 10, 199,201-203.206, 

218. 2'.26-227. 237, 
240-241. 261-262, 
267. 260-262, 264-
266. 269-272. 276-
279.297,808.812-
313.331.335, 462, 
606, 624, 684, 602, 
620. 694. 716, 719, 
733.737, 760. 756, 

hil flag at Trenton, 
272. 

atone placed over his 
birth· place. 335. 

Life Guard. 9. 
uniform, 10. 

Lady.252,264. 
Mrs. Jane. 207-209. 
William. 207. 

Waters, Captain Daniel. ~. 
Watson, Elkanab, 200-297. 

John F., 237-238, 241. 
Wayne. General. 642. 

Polly, 264. 
Webb, Charles R.. 867. 

Colonel D. B., 206. 
General, MO. 
Joseph. 270. 
Wilham, 2iO. 

Webber, Rev. Mr .• 469. 
Webster, Col. Fletcher. 466-467, 762, 761. 

Hon. Daniel, ii, 894. 
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Webster, Noah, 862. 
Weddell, Captain, 366, 869. 
Weitzel, General. 637-638. 
Welles, Hon. Gideon, 434, 686,67L 

William V., 376-
Wellington, Duke of, 116, 149. 
Wendover, Hon. Peter, 839, 841-a43. 

Hon. P . H., letten about the 
flag. 348-346. 

Wensler, Sergeant Charles, 676. 
Wessells, Leverett W., 663. 
Weet, Benjamin, 269. 

Mn. Julia Houston, 000. 
Weatbrook, Mr., 468. 
Weatcott. Thompson, 279, 328, 880. 
Weaton, Dr., 468. 
Weymouth, Captain George. 174. 

eettlement of, 174. 
Wheeler, Mr., 6~. 

Sergeant, H. 5., 660. 
Sir J..'rancie. 6. 

Whipple, Abraham. 283, 286. 
White, Captain, 376. 

A. II., 866. 
man', ftag, 627. 

Whiting, Captain Gllrtlner C., 476-
Whittier, Col. A. C., 6:J8-639. 

J. G., 482-485. 490. 
Whittingham, Dean of Durham, 141. 
Wickes. Captain Lambert, 2'.», 248, 269. 
Wickham, William C., 608. 
Wigfall, General, 441-443. 
Wignall, Mr., 716. 
Wigglesworth, Lieutenant John. 203. 
Wilcox, Major.General O. B., 680. 
Wilhelm II .• Frederick, 102. 
Wilke" Captain, 390. 

Commodore, 860, 862, 386, 800. 
John, 292, 294. 

Wilkinson, General James, 823, 826-
Sir G., 24, 60. 

Willett, Colonel Marinus, 276. 
William II., 228. 

III., of England, 128, 143. 
IV. of England, 116,146,891,708, 

740. 
Emperor, in 1878, 102. 
Lord Douglas, 260. 
Prince of Orange, flag of, 86. 
Rufus, 126, 148. 
the Conqueror, 22, 27,28,121,126. 

Williams, Job, 196. 
John Foster, 229. 

Williama, Lleut.eDaDt-Commaoder, 410. 

Roger. 179. 
T.,766. 

IL,461. 

Williamson, Joseph, 161. 
WiUig, George, 716, 764-766. 
Willson, John, 875. 
WilIon, Hon. Henry, 412. 

Mn. Clari, .. , 206. 
Sergeant Joseph. 665. 

Winthrop, Governor. 21rl. 
Hlln. n. C., on the f1q, aM. 
Mr., 610. 

Wile, Henry A., 896. 
Withers, Mr., 607. 
Witherspoon, John, 697. 
Wolfe. General. 606. 
Wolseiey, Sir Gamet. 166. 
Wood, Captain Duid. 867. 

Major Charlea 0., 691. 
Mn. Major, 692. 

Woodbridge. William C, 742. 
Woodbury, Hon. Levi, 664. 
Woodfolk, Mr., 4i6. 
W 0011 ford. Colonel Stewart L., ~1. 
Woodhouse, Col., 669. 
Woodland. Sir Walter, 20. 
Woods, Dr., 171. 
Wooster, Mlldame, 288. 
Wrangle, Admiral, 891. 
Wraxall, Captain, 749. 
Wright, Captain, 661. 

Colonel Dexter R., 552. 
Governor, ~2. 
Judge, 696. 

Wynkoop, Colonel, 219. 
Wythe, Mr. George, 624, 

Xenophon, M. 

Yatee, Governor, 644. 
Yeates, Jasper, 206. 
Yerlon, 610. 
Yonge, Charlotte M., 100. 
York, Archbishop of, 140. 

Duke of, 6. 183, 184. 
yacht of, 160. 

Edward, !Juke of: 130. 
Young, Admiral, 280. 
Young, Brigham. 662. 

Commodore, 88. 
Rebecca, 733. 

Yturrigaray, Madame, 861-352. 
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L. P. D'ORLEANS, Comte de Paris •••• Paris, France. 
RT. HON. SIR STAFFORD H. NORTHCOTB • • London, England. 
VICE-ADM'L SIR WK. HOUSTON STEWART, R. N. "Admiralty," " 
HON. JOHN H. BINGHAM, U. S. MiDister Pleni-

potentiary. &c. (2 copies) Tokio, Japan. 
KELLY & Co. . • • • • (8 copies)" " 
CAPT. ANDREWS • • • • • • Yokohama,,, 
T. B. CUNNI;liGHAH, ESQ. • • Canton, China. 
ISAAC F. SnEPARD, Esq., U. S. Consul 
JAMES ll. DONNAN, Esq .• U. S Consul 
D. B. WARNER, Esq., U. S. Consul •••• 
EDWARD CONROY, Esq., U. S. Consul. 

Hankow, " 
Belfast, Ireland. 
St. John, N. B. 
Porto Rico, W. I. 
Guadaloupe, " 
Curacao, " 

CHAS. BARTLETT, Esq., U. S. Consul • • 
WILLIAM H. FAXOS-, Esq., U. S. Con8ll1 
WOODBURY H. POLI.KYS. Esq., U. S. Con8lll 
ALBERT D. SHA ,V, Esq., U. S. Consul 

• Barbadoes, " 

C. O. SHEPARD, E~q., U. S. Cousul •••• 
LIEUT.-COL. GEO. ROUTLEDGE, 46th Middlesex 

R. V. C. • • • • • • • • • • 
JA31ES THORINGTON, Esq., U. S. Consul 
TRACY ROBINSON, Esq. • 

Manchester, Eng. 
Bradford, " 

London, " 
Aspinwall, U. S. C. 

" " PETER REDPATH • • • • • • • • • Montreal, Canada. 
Tno)lA.S GIBBONS, Esq.. • • • •• • llanchester, England. 
LIBRARY OF THE" SIGNAL OFFICE," War Dept. Washington, D. C. 
LIBRARY OF THE EXECUTIVB MANSION • 
LIBRARY OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
LIBRARY OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT • • 
LIURARY OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT 

" " 
" " 
" " 
" " Sacramento, Cal. 

• Hartford, Conn. 
• Des Moiues, IOWL 

STATE LIBRARY 
STATE LIBRARY 
STATE LIBRARY 
STATE LIBRARY 
STATE LIBRARY 
STATE LIBRARY 
STATE LIBRARY 
STATE LIBRARY 
STATE LIBRARY 
STATE LIBRARY 

• • Topeka, Kansas. 
• • • • • Augusta, l\laiue. 

Bo8ton, Mass. 
o • • St. Paul, Minu. 

Concord, N.H. 
Trenton, N. J. 

• Albany, New York. 
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STATE LIBRARY 
STATE LIBRARY 
STATE LIBRARY 

• • • • • Harrisburg, Penn. 
Providence, R. I. 

• Annapolis, lId. 
• • • • • Columbus, Ohio. STATE LIBRARY 

STATE LIBRARY • • • • • • • • :&1 on tpelier, V L 
STATE LIBRARY Lincoln, Neb. 
HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY • • • • • • Cambridge, Mass. 
YALE COLLEGE LIBRARY • • • 
ST. JOHNS CoLLEGE LIBRARY 
DRURY COLLEGE LIBRARY 

New Haven, Conn. 
• Annapolis, Md. 

(2 copies) Springfit'Jd, Mo. 
NAVAL HOSPITAL LIBRARY • • Mare Island, Cal. 
LIBRARY U. S. COAST SURVEY OFFICB • • • Washington, D.C. 
MILITARY ACADEMY LIBRARY • • • • • Oakland, " 
NAVAL ACADEMY LIBRARY • 
NAVAL ASYLUM LIBRARY. 

(2 Copies) Annapolis, Md. 
(2 copies) Philadelphia, Pa. 

MERCANTILB LIBRARY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY • 
PUBLIC LIBRARY. • 
FREE LIBRARY 

. . . . " " 
Portland, llaine. 

• • Milton, Mass. 
. . • . • Newton,,, 

FREE LIBRARY. • • 
FRRE LIBRARY 

• • • • • Worcester, " 
• • AIadison, Wi&. 

WILMINGTON LIBRARY • 
YOUNG MEN'S LIBRARY 

Wilmington, N. C. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

LENOX LIBRARY • • • • • 
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE. • • • • • 
CAPT. WILLIAM P. MCCANN, U. S. N. 
CAPT. J. R. CAMPBELL, 4th Artillery • 

• New York, " 
California. 

LIEUT. COL. J. C •. KELTON, U. S. A., A. A. G. 
UNION CLUB • • • • • • • • • • • • 
COJUlANDER F. M. BUNCE, U. S. N. • • • • 
REAR ADMIRAL CHU. S. BOGGS, U. S. N. (2 copies) 
COMMODORE EDWARD SIMPSON, U. S. N. 
LIEUT.-CoL. J. W. BARLOW, U. S. A. 
GEN. WM. A. AIKEN • • • • 
MRS. HARRIET P. WILLIAMS. • 

Mare Island, Cal. 
Point San Jose, " 

San Francisco, " 

" " ,. 
Hartford, Conn. 

New London, " 

" " 
" " Norwich, 

" 
" " 

REV. WILLIAM HUTCHISON • • • • • "" " 
DELAWARE HISTORICAL SOCIETY • Wilmington, DeJ. 
BRIG. GEN. S. Y. BENET, U.S.A., Chf. of Ordnance Washington, D. C. 
BRIG. GEN. MARCUS J. WRIGHT, U. S. A. • •• " " 
llEDICAL DIRECTOR A. L. GIRON, U. S. N. " " 
BUREAU OF ORDNANCB, Navy Department •• " " 
BUREAU OF NAVIGATION, Navy Dept. (4 copies) " " 
CO.tMODORE J. C. FEBIGER, U. S. N. • • •• " " 
COMMANDER GBORGE DEWEY, U. S. N. (6 copies) " " 
PAYHUTEIl GEN. GEORGE F. CUTTER, U. S. N. " " 
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PAYMASTER GEN. BENJ. ALVORD, U. S. A.. • Washington, D. C. 
CAPT. H. W. HOWGATB • (2 copies) 
J. J. CHAPMAN • • • • • • • • (2 copies) 
MISS D. L. Dlx • • • • • • • 

" 
" 
" Atlanta, Gao 

" 
" 
" FIRST LIEUT. FRANK THORP, U. S. A- • • 

BOWEN, ~TEWART, & CO. • • • •• Indianapolis, Ind. 
GEN. ALEx. C. MCCLURG. • • • Chicago, Illinois. 
ASSIST. ADJT.-GEN. WK. D. WHIPPLE, U. S. A­
EMORY A. STORRS • • • • • • • 
HON. MARK SKINNER 
OFFICE OF THE ASSIST. ADJ. GEN., U. S. A. 
CoL. JOHN MASON LOOMIS, U. S. A- • 
GEN. GEO. A. FORSAITH, U. S. A-
L. B. LEITER • • • • • • • • 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" F. L. CSASB. • • • • • • • • . . ..,. " 

ASSIST. ADJT.-GEN. E. R. PLATT, U. S. A. Ft. Leavenw'h, Kan. 
JOHN WALCUTT • • • • • • • •• Frankfort, Ky. 
BRIG. GEN. C. C. AUGER, U. S. A. Newport Barrack, Ky. 
NATIONAL HOME FOR DISABLED VOL. SOLDIERS Augusta, Me. 
THEODORE PAINE. • • • Bangor, " 
MAINB HISTORICAL SOCIETY • • Brunswick, " 
GEN. SAMUEL J. ANDERSON Portland, " 
RON. JOHN MUSSEY • • • • "" 
RON. JOHN F. ANDERSON. 
RON. NEAL Dow. • • 
RON. WILLlA)[ SENTER. • 
HON. ISRAEL WASHBCRN • 
BREV. MAJ. Will. L. HASKINS, U.S.A., FORT PREBLE 
POST LIBRARY, FORT PREBLE 
THOIlIAS FILLEBROWN, M.D. • 
MISS ELIZABETH L. Fox 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" " RON. EDWIN NOYES. • • • • 
COL. A. W. WILDES. • • • 
RON. NATHL. G. MARSHALL. 

• • • • Waterville, " 
• • • • Skowhegan,,, 

• • • . . . York, " 
G. W. GAIL •••• Baltimore, MeL 
P. H. MACGILL 

" " RICUARD D. FISHER. • • • • •• " " 
LIEUT. THOS. PERRY, U. S. N. • Port Deposit, " 
CAPT. JAS. M. DOLLIVER • • • • • • Auburndale, Mass. 
HON. ROBERT C. WINTHROP, LL.D. • • • • Boston, " 
HON. ALEXANDER H. RICE. ••••• 
RON. AMOS A- LA WRENOE • • • 
HON. HENRY L. PIERCE • 
HON. JAS. W. ACSTIN • 
HON. JODN M. FORBES 

. . . . . . 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
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REV. EDWARD EVERETT HALE, D.D. 

REV. GEORGE E. ELLIS, D.D. • • 

A. B. CUTTER. • • 

• Boston, 

A. B. UNDERWOOD • • 

ALEXANDBR WILLIAMS. 

Au H. JOSSELYlf 

COL. EDWARD A. FLDfT 

CHARLES U. COTTING 

CHARLES W. LORD 

DA VJD CLAPP • • 

D. W. SALISBURY 

FRANCIS B. ACSTIN • 

FRANCIS S. FISKE 

F. S. WHITWELL. • • 

GEORGE BLACKBURlf & Co. 
JOHN CUTTER • • • 

G. C. HOVENBERG 

GEO. D. OXNARD 

GEORGE H. FOLGER 

HENRY R. REED • • • 

JAKES F. HUNNEWELL 

JAlIES H. STARK • • 

J. MONTGOllERY SEARS • 

JOHN C. GILBERT 

JOHN WARD DEAN •• 

llBs. THEODORE CHASE 

NATHAN ApPLETON 

. . . . 
· . . . . 

• (2 copies) 

OTIS EVERETT. • •• ••••••• 

R. D. CHILDE. • • • (2 copies) 
'NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC-GEN. SOCIETY 

OFFICE OF THE ASSIST. ADJ. GEN., U. S. A. • 
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