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““When the standard of the Union is raised and waves over my
head —the standard which Washington planted on the ramparts
of the Constitution, God forbid that I should inguire whom the
people have commissioned to unfurl it, and bear it up; I only ask
in what manner, as an humble individual, I can best discharge my
duty in defending it.” - DaNigr WEBSTER.

“There are two things holy, — the flag which represents military
bonor, and the law which represents the national right.”
Vicror Hveo.
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“ Dot to the Living, dbut fo the Dead.”

THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED

TO THE

MEMORY OF THOSE GALLANT SPIRITS

WHO, BY LAND OR SEA, HAVE FOUGHT,
CONQUERED,

OR

Jallen tn Defence

or

THE BANNER WHICH IT COMMEMORATES.



“ This is & maxim which I have received by hereditary tradition, not only from my father, but
also from my grandfather and his ancestors, that, after what I owe to God, nothing should be more
dear or sacred than the love and respect I owe to my country.” — DETHOU.

¢ Land of my birth ! thy glorious stars

Float over shore and sea,

Made sacred by a thousand scars
They were not born to flee ;

Oh may that flag for ever wave

‘Where dwell the patriot and the brave,
Till all the earth be free:

Yet still the shrine be here, as now,

‘Where freeman, pilgrim-like, shall bow."”

“There is the national flag! He must be cold, indeed, who can look upon its folds rippling
in the breeze without pride of country. If he be in a foreign land, the flag is companionship, and
country itself, with all its endearments. Who, as he sees it, can think of a State merely? Whose
eye, once fastened upon its radiant trophies, can fail to recognize the image of the whole nation ?
It has been called ¢ a floating plece of poetry;’ and yet I know not if it have any intrinsic beauty
beyond other ensigns. Its highest beauty is in what it symbolizes. It is because it represents all,
that all gaze at it with delight and reverence. It is & plece of bunting lifted in the air ; but it
speaks sublimely, and every part has a voice. Its stripes of alternate red and white proclaim the
original union of thirteen States to maintain the Declaration of Independ Its stars, white on
a field of blue, proclaim that union of States constituting our national constellation which receives
8 new star with every new State. The two together signify union, past and present. The very
colors have a language which was officially recognized by our fathers. White is for purity ; red,
for valor ; blue, for justice; and all together — bunting, stripes, stars, and colors, blazing in the
sky — make the tlag of our country, to be cherished by all our hearts, to be upheld by all our
bands.” — CHARLES SUMNER.

¢ I bave seen the glories of art and architecture, and mountain and river; I have seen the sunset
on Jungfrau, and the full moon rise over Mont Blanc; but the fairest vision on which these eyes
ever looked was the flag of my ocountry in a foreign land. Beautiful as a flower to those who love
it, terrible as & meteor to those who hate, it is the symbol of the power and glory, and the honor of
fifty millions of Americans.” — GEORGE F. HoOAR 1878,

¢ Up many a fortress wall

They charged, those boys in blue;

*Mid surging smoke and volleyed ball,

The bravest were the first to fall,— .
To fall for me and you!

Our brothers mustered by our side,

They marched and fought and nobly died
For me and you!

Good friend, for me and you.*



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

IN preparing this book in its permanent form, the errors
of the press and of fact inseparable from the first issue of
so novel and comprehensive a work have been corrected,
much new matter has been added, and some of the original
text discarded, in order to keep the book within reason-
able limits, while the general plan and arrangement is the
same. The colored plates also have been rearranged and
changed, and the wood engravings largely increased, while
the maps and autographies of national songs and docu-
ments are a new and distinct feature.

The aim of the book is to perpetuate and intensify a love
for our Union, through the flag which symbolizes it. The
story of Our flag and of the Southern flags in the Civil War
show graphically the madness of the time, and will, it is
hoped, serve to render the crime of secession hideous, and
afford a moral aid towards preventing a recurrence of such
fratricide against the life of the nation.

To my sensitive Southern friends who have objected to
being called ¢ traitors’ and ‘rebels’ I would say, those words
are not intended in an offensive sense ; and I respectfully
refer them to General Jackson’s opinion of nullification,
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under his own hand, on page 354, and to the general
dictionary definition : — TRAITOR. “One who violates his
allegiance;” “one who takes arms and levies war against
his country,” &. REeBEL. “One who defies and seeks to
overthrow the authority to which he is rightfully subject.”
I think, under these definitions, they must plead guilty
to both counts. They were ¢bad boys,” who barred them-
selves out, but, having returned to their allegiance, all that
is forgiven ; and, having learned by experience, it is hoped
they will never again raise a hand to subvert the majesty
and authority of the Union.

Although we are comparatively a new nation, our Stars
and Stripes may to-day claim antiquity among national
flags. They are older than the present flag of Great Britain,
established in 1801 ; than the present flag of Spain, estab-
lished in 1785 ; than the French tricolor, decreed in 1794;
than the existing flag of Portugal, established in 1830 ; than
the flag of the Empire of Germany, which represents the
sovereignty of fourteen distinct flags and States, established
in 1870 ; than the Italian tricolor, established in 1848 ; the
Swedish Norwegian ensign; the recent flags of the old
empires of China and Japan ; or the flags of all the South
American States, which have very generally been modelled
from ¢ Our Flag’

I wish to return my acknowledgments to many old
friends for their continued interest in my work, who
have given me much valuable aid and information; and
I would also thank the Hon. A. R. Sporrorp, Librarian
of Congress, H. A. Homgs, LL.D., Librarian of the New
York State Library, Hon. WiLL1AM A. COURTENAY, Mayor of
Charleston, S. C., Hon. Joux F. H. CLAIBORNE, of Natchez,
ex-Governor of Mississippi, Colonel J. P. NicHoLSON, of
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Philadelphia, Miss D. L. Dix, of Washington, D. C., and
the authors of our songs who have furnished autograph
copies of them, with many others too numerous to name
here, but whose favors have been credited elsewhere in the
text.

Corrace Farm, BROOKLINE, Mass.

July 4, 1880. /%
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

ProUDHON, the French socialist, had a peculiar manner of
proceeding in the composition of a work.

“ When an idea struck him, he would write it out at
length, generally in the shape of a newspaper article ; then
he would put it in an envelope, and whenever a new idea
occurred to him, or he obtained additional information, he
would write it on a piece of paper, and add it to the enve-
lope. When a sufficient quantity of material was assembled,
he would write an article for some review or magazine.
This article he would place in a larger envelope, and add
thoughts and information until, at last, the article became
a book ; and the day after the publication of his book, he
would place it in a pasteboard box, and add thoughts
and additional information as he came into possession of
them.”

Very much in the same way have these memoirs grown
to the size of this volume. More than twenty years since,
their compiler became interested in tracing out the first
display of Our Flag on foreign seas, and the notes he then
gathered resulted in the preparation of an article enti-
tled “The First Appearance of the Flag of the Free,”
which was published in the “ Portland Daily Advertiser,” in
1853, and thence extensively copied into other journals.
Around that article from time to time became concreted
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numerous additional facts, which were embodied in another
and longer newspaper article on the same topic. His in-
terest in the subject grew with the increase of knowledge ;
new facts were accumulated and sought for, wherever to be
obtained. The War of the Rebellion added a fresh impulse
to his inquiries, and new and interesting incidents. The
result is the present volume, which, if not rendered inter-
esting by the graces of a practised authorship, can claim
to be a faithful record of facts.

Following the idea of Proudhon, the writer will be glad
to receive from his readers any facts, incidents, or correc-
tions, that will enable him to complete his memorial of our
grand old flag, and help perpetuate it as the chosen em-
blem of Liberty and Union.

Collected for his own amusement and instruction, in
committing these memoirs to the public the compiler hopes
they may interest and amuse others as much as the col-
lecting of them has himself. If they revive and preserve,
in the least degree, a patriotic sentiment for our starry
banner, his ambition will be accomplished, his end attained.

More than a thousand volumes have been examined in
their preparation, and an extensive correspondence has
been a necessity. I may say, therefore, to my readers, con-
sidering the score of years I have spent in the pursuit, as
Montesquieu remarked to a friend concerning a particular
part of his writings, ¢ You will read it in a few hours, but
I assure you it has cost me so much labor that it has
whitened my hair.”

I would express my obligations to Messrs. WiLLiau J.
CaxBy, WiLriaM D. GemmiLL, and CHARLES J. LUKENS
of Philadelphia, and Messrs. B. J. LossiNG and CHARLES
J. BusaNELL of New York, for valuable suggestions and
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facts, and particularly to Mr. Joan A. MCALLISTER, who has
been unwearied in searching for and completing evidences
of facts otherwise beyond my reach. Other friends, too
numerous to mention, who have given me their assistance,
will please accept my silent acknowledgmenta.

In 1864, the manuscript of this book, in its then incom-
plete state, was forwarded from Lisbon, Portugal, to the
managers of the National Sailors’ Fair at Boston, as a con-
tribution to that charity, which resulted in the establishment
of the National Sailors’ Home at Quincy, Mass. It arrived,
however, too late to be printed for its benefit.

Navair Rexpezvous, Navy Yarp,
CHARLESTOWN, Mass.

September 10, 1872,
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PART I

THE SYMBOLS, STANDARDS, FLAGS, AND BANNERS
OF ANCIENT AND MODERN NATIONS.



“Xt ig fn and through spmbols that man consciously ov unconsciousip
lifies, mobes, and has bis being. Those ages, moreober, are accounted
the noblest ohich can best recognise spmbolical fworth and prise it at the

bighest.” CARLYLE.

“ @ut of monuments, names, fwordes, proberbes, private recordes and chi-
bences, fragments of stovies, passages of books, anv the like, fue boc sabe
and recofier somefohat from the beluge of time.” Baco.

¢ fflany things contained in this book are no other than collections of
other authors, and myg labor {8 no more thevein than theivs tbho gather a

Barviety of flotuers out of seberal gardens to compose one sightlp garlany.”
Sir Wu. Moxsox.

¢ Great room there is for amendments, as fell as additions., Either of
these, in fobat bress soeber thep come, vough ov smooth, will be heartily toel-
come.”



A HISTORY

OF THE

FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

WITH A CHRONICLE OF THE SYMBOLS, STANDARDS, FLAGS,
AND BANNERS OF ANCIENT AND MODERN NATIONS.

SyMBoLS and colors enabling nations to distinguish themselves from
each other have from the most remote periods exercised a powerful
influence upon mankind. It is a fact well established both by sacred
and profane history that a standard or ensign was borne in the armies
of all nations from the most distant era. A colored banner was one
of the earliest, as it was the simplest, of military ensigns. As tribes
and nations multiplied, these banners naturally became particolored
by stripes and other linear divisions, and finally emblazoned with the
devices of the several chieftains. Thus these symbols, which during
peaceful times were but trivial ornaments, became in political or re-
ligious disturbances a lever like that of Archimedes, and convulsed
the world.

Before commencing the memoir of the flag which this volume com-
memorates, I propose to notice some of the symbols, standards, and
banners of other nations. History,in general, has failed to appreciate
the value of these symbols, which have given ascendancy to party,
and led armies to victory with more certainty and despatch than all
the combinationg of tactics and the most disinterested valor.

We talk of the eagles of the Romans, of the contest between the
crescent and the cross, and of the wars of the white and red roses; of
the meteor flag of England, and of the cross of St. George; of the
white plume and banner of Henry IV., and the lilies and tricolor of
France; and of our own starry banner, which, said Edward Everett
(May 27, 1861), “speaks for itself. Its mute eloquence needs no
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aid to interpret its significance. Fidelity to the Union blazes from
its stars, allegiance to the government beneath which we live is
wrapped in its folds.”

The tassels which are customarily pendent from the upper part of
military banners and standards, and the fringes which surround them,
have their origin in sacred emblems, which, passing from gentile,
mosaic, pagan, and Christian banners and sacerdotal garments, have
finally crept upon profane standards and dresses. The high-priests
of Brahma, Baal, Osiris, Mithras, Jehovah, the priestesses of Vesta,
Isis, Lucinia, Ceres, and Diana, were adorned with tassels, fringes,
ribbons, and colors consecrated to their respective worships. When
Moses had abjured the gods of Egypt, his native country, to follow
the Jehovah of Midian, he wrote a ritual, bidding pomegranates of
blue, of purple, and of scarlet, alternating with golden bells, to be
placed about the hem of the blue robe of Aaron, to minister in the
priest’s office (Exodus xxviii. 31-35). The pomegranates were some-
times figured by tassels. The Mosaic law bade the Israelites to border
their garments with fringes and blue ribands, as being, in their eyes, a
remembrance against lusting (Numbers xv. 38, 39). Thus early was
blue the emblem of purity and innocence. Thé Popes having wedded
the Jewish and Heathen rites with the Christian worship, the Christian
prelates adopted the pagan garments with tassels. Hence the warlike
priests of Christ, on their return from the crusades, having assumed ar-
morial bearings, the sacred tassels became the badge of prelacy in eccle-
siastical armories. The archbishops had their shields surmounted with
a green chapeaw, or hat, with tassels, interlaced by several rows of cordon
or strings, pendent on both sides. The green color was the symbol of a
See, which never dies, or always revives as foliage regenerates. The
chapeau, or cardinal’s hat, with the same tassels, is of scarlet, the
emblematic hue of the criminal court of the Holy Inquisition. The
tassels, having passed into profane customs, became ornaments for na-
tional standards, which were often blessed by the priests, and for royal
girdles or cordelieres. These were a silk or gold cord, terminating in
two heavy tassels of the form of pomegranates, and a fringe, with which
the royal robe of kings and queens is fastened around the waist.

Our English word, FLAG, — which in Danish is the same, in Swedish
JSlagg, in German flagge, in Teutonic and Old French flacke, Icelandic
JSlaka, Belgian flack, flak,— signifying that which hangs down loosely,
is said to be derived from the early use of rushes for streamers, and
also from an Anglo-Saxon word meaning “to fly,” because the light
material of which it is made is floated or lifted by every breeze.
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In modern parlance, under the generic name of flag is included
standards, ancients or ensigns, banners, bannerolls, pavons, colors,
streamers, pennons, pennoncelles, gonfanons, guidons, coronetts or cor-
onells ( hence the title of colonel), and the like.

A flag is defined by the ‘London Encyclopedia’ as “a small banner
of distinction used in the army, and stuck in a baggage-wagon, to
distinguish the baggage of one brigade from another, and of one bat-
talion from another.” It, however, properly denotes in our time the
colors worn at the mastheads of national vessels to mark the rank or
quality of the person commanding a squadron or fleet. The admiral
of a squadron or fleet is styled the flag-officer, from the square flag
hoisted at one of the mastheads of the vessel on which he is em-
barked, and which denotes to the rest of the fleet his presence there,
and causes his ship to be designated as “the flag-ship.”

The first flag of Great Britain, generally known as the Royal stand-
ard, is a square flag, blazoned with the arms of the United Kingdom.
When hoisted at the masthead it denotes that the sovereign, or some
member of the royal family, is embarked on board the vessel ; or, when
hoisted on the flag-staff over a residence, wherever they may be on
shore. The royal salute for this flag is twenty-one guns.

The sccond flag, that of the lord high admiral, or of “the commis-
sioners performing the duties of that high office,” is “a crimson ban-
ner,” with “ an anchor argent gorged in the arm with a coronet and a
cable through the ring fretted in a true lover’s knot with the ends
pendant.”

Thus it was carried by the Earl of Southampton in the reign of
Henry VIIL, and by the Earl of Lincoln in the time of Mary, except
that he bore the stem and flukes of the anchor argent, the ring and
stock or, and the cable azure. The Duke of Buckingham used the
anchor with cable entwined, all or, much as it is now. In the reign
of Charles II., the Duke of York placed his arms on an anchor sur-
mounted by his coronet. Among the first acts of Charles I, after his
restoration to the throne, was one declaring his brother the Duke of
York lord high admiral, on the 4th of June, 1660. The Duke, having
hoisted his flag on board the Royal Charles, put to sea on the 25th of
April, 1663, with a squadron of fourteen sail, besides five ships and
smaller vessels, and met and defeated the fleet of Holland under Op-
dam on the 3d of June. On the commencement of the second Dutch
war, the Duke again hoisted his flag on board the St. Michael, and en-
gaging the great De Ruyter’s ship, the St. Michael was reduced almost
to a wreck, when he shifted his flag to the Royal London, and was
successful
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The only account we have of the flag of the lord high admiral
being carried at sea by an individual not of the blood royal is in the
Memoirs of Sir John Leake, which say, “The Earl of Berkeley being
then (21st March, 1719) vice-admiral of Great Britain, and first lord
commissioner of the admiralty, endeavored to come as near the lord
high admiral as possible both in power and state; by a particular
warrant from the crown he hoisted the lord high admiral’s flag, and
had three captains appointed under him as lord high admiral, Little-
ton, then vice-admiral of the white, being his first captain.” The Earl
of Berkeley was one of fortune’s favorites. As Lord Dursley, at the
age of twenty he commanded the Lichfield, 50, it being his second
command. When twenty-three he commanded the Boyne, 80; at
twenty-seven he was vice-admiral of the blue, and a few months
afterward vice-admiral of the white; and the following year, being
then only twenty-eight, vice-admiral of the red. At the age of
thirty-eight he hoisted his flag on the Dorsetshire as lord high ad-
miral, being then actually vice-admiral of England and first lord of
the admiralty. He died near Rochelle, in France, Aug. 17, 1736, aged
fifty-five.

The lord high admiral’s flag is entitled to a salute of nineteen guns.

The third flag, that of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland,is the Union
Jack, having in the centre of the crosses a blue shield emblazoned
with a golden harp. This flag is worn at the main of any ship in
which his Excellency may embark within the Irish waters or in St.
George's Channel, and is entitled to the same salute as that of the
lord high admiral

The fourth flag, the Union, or Union Jack, in which are blended
the crosses of St. George, St. Andrew, and St. Patrick, emblematic
of the United Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland, is
appropriated to the admiral of the fleet of the United Kingdom, and
is worn at the main, and entitled to a salute of seventeen guns.

Somewhere before 1692, Sir Francis Wheeler, Knt., a rear-admiral,
sent to command in chief in the West Indies, was granted the privi-
lege of wearing “ the Union flag” at the maintop-masthead “ as soon as
he was clear of soundings.”?

Fifth in rank is the cross of St. George, a white flag with a red
cross, the sign of the old crusaders, now worn by the admirals of the
royal navy at the main, by vice-admirals at the fore, and by rear-
admirals at the mizzen mastheads of their respective ships. Until
1864, Great Britain had admirals, and vice and rear admirals of the

1 Schomberg's Naval Chronology, vol. v. p. 227.
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red, white, and blue. By an act of Parliament of that year, the red
ensign was given up to the use of the merchant marine, the blue
ensign assigned to merchant and packet ships commanded by the
officers of the newly organized naval reserve or naval militia, and the
white ensign alone reserved for the royal navy. The salute of an
admiral in the royal navy is fifteen, of a vice-admiral thirteen, and
of a rear-admiral eleven guns.

Merchant vessels frequently carry small flags at their mastheads,
bearing the arms, monograms, or devices of their owners or command-
ers, or designating the province or port to which the vessel belongs.

The flag of the President of the United States, hoisted at the main,
and denoting his presence on board a vessel of war, is appropriately
the National Ensign, the flag of the sovereign people of whom he is
the popular representative, and from whom he derives power and
authority.

The Vice-President and members of the Cabinet (the Secretary of
the Navy excepted) are also designated by the national flag worn at
the fore during their presence on board a vessel of war, and it always
floats at the Capitol over the Senate-Chamber and House of Repre-
sentatives whenever those bodies are in session,—a custom followed
in all or most of the States of the Union whenever their legislative
bodies are in session.

A special mark for the Secretary of the Navy, established in 1866,
was a square blue flag having a white foul anchor placed vertically
in the centre with four white stars surrounding it, one in each corner
of the flag. By an order dated 1869, this flag became obsolete, and
the Union Jack was ordered to be hoisted at the main whenever he
embarked on board a vessel of the navy; but the flag of 1866 was
restored by another order on the 4th of July, 1876.

The first rear-admiral’s flag in our navy was a plain blue flag, such
as had been used by the rank of flag-officer before the introduction of
admirals to the service. This flag was, by law, required to be worn
at the main by the three senior rear-admirals, at the fore by the next
three in seniority, and at the mizzen by the three junior rear-admirals,
and was first hoisted at the main on board the Hartford, in 1862,
by Rear-Admiral Farragut, who had previously, as flag-officer, carried
it at the fore! The absurdity of a rear-admiral's wearing his flag at

1 ] have in my possession this flag, which was worn by Flag-Officer Farragut at the
passage of the forts below New Orleans, and hoisted on the Hartford on his promotion to
rear-admiral. Later, the two stars were added to it. The admiral presented the flag to
Lieut. D. G. McRitchie, U.8.N., who gave it to me in 1875,
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the fore or main was so contrary to the custom of other nations, that,
by the suggestion of Hon. R. H. Dana, Jr., the next Congress repealed
the law, after which a square flag hoisted at the mizzen, blue, red,
or white, according to the seniority of the officer, was adopted. In
1866, after the introduction of the grades of admiral and vice-admiral,
the device adopted for the admiral was four five-pointed white stars
arranged as a diamond in a blue field, to be hoisted at the main. For
the vice-admiral, three white stars arranged as an equilateral triangle
on a blue field, to be hoisted at the fore. For rear-admirals, a square
flag, blue, red, or white, according to seniority, at the mizzen, with
two stars placed vertically in the centre of the flag. The color of
the stars to be white when the flag was blue or red, and blue when
the flag was white. The commodore’s broad pennants were swallow-
tailed flags, the same in color according to their seniority as the rear-
admiral’s flags. From the organization of our navy until the regu-
lation of 1866 they had been studded with a constellation of stars
equal in number to the States of the Union, by the regulations then
established only one star in the centre was to be emblazoned on their
field.

In 1869, a radical change was made in the flags of our admirals
and commodores; square flags, with thirteen alternate red and white
stripes, were then prescribed for all grades of admirals, their position
on the fore, main, or mizzen mast showing whether the officer was
an admiral, vice, or a rear admiral; and if two rear-admirals should
happen to meet in the same port in command, then the junior was
directed, while in the presence of his senior, to wear two red stars
perpendicular in a white canton on the upper luff of his flag. The
commodore’s pendant was swallow-tailed, but otherwise like the
admiral's flag, and worn at the main or fore, according to seniority,
when more than one were in port together. The order of Jan. 6,
1876, restored the flags of 1866 on our centennial birthday.

Each of the States of our Union and most of the Territories have
flags of their own, generally of one color, white, blue, or red, and
blazoned with the arms of the State. This flag is carried by the State
militia into battle or on parade side by side with the national stand-
ard. We shall treat of these under an appropriate heading.

An interesting relic of the American revolution is the banner of
Count Pulaski, presented to him by the Moravian Sisters of Beth-
lehem, Penn., in 1778. Count Pulaski was appointed a brigadier in
the Continental army on the 15th of September, 1777, just after the
battle of the Brandywine, and given the command of the cavalry.
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He resigned that command in a few months, and obtained permis-
sion to raise and command an independent corps, to consist of 68
horse and 200 foot, which was chiefly levied and fully organized in
Baltimore in 1778. Pulaski visited Lafayette while wounded, and
was a recipient of the care and hospitality of the Moravian Sisters at
Bethlehem, Penn. His presence and eventful history made a deep
impression upon that community, and, when informed that he was
organizing a corps of cavalry, they prepared a banner of crimson silk,
with designs beautifully wrought with the needle by their own hands,
and sent it to Pulaski, with their blessing. The memory of this event
has been embalmed in beautiful verse by Longfellow.

Pulaski received the banner with grateful acknowledgments, and
bore it gallantly through many a martial scene, until he fell at
Savannah, in the autumn of 1779. His banner was saved by his
first lieutenant, who received fourteen wounds, and delivered to
Captain Bentalon, who, on retiring from the army, took the banner
home with him to Baltimore. It was in the procession that wel-
comed Lafayette to that city in 1824, and was then deposited in
Peale’s Museum, where it was ceremoniously received by young ladies
of the city. Mr. Edmund Peale presented it to the Maryland Histor-
ical Society in 1844, where it is carefully preserved in a glass case.
Little’of its pristine beauty remains. It is composed of double silk,
now faded to a dull brownish red. The designs on each side are em-
broidered with yellow silk, the letters shaded with green, and a deep
bullion fringe ornaments the edge. The size of the banner is twenty
inches square. It was attached to a lance when borne in the field.

On one side of the banner are the letters U. S, and in a circle
around them the words UNITAS VIRTUS FORCIOR, — Union makes valor
stronger. The letter ¢ in the last
word is incorrect, it should be ¢
On the other side, in the centre, is
the all-seeing eye, with the words
No~ Arius REGIT, — “ No other gov-
erns.”

Another interesting Revolutionary
relic is the flag of Washington’s Life

Pulaski’s Banner. Guard, which is preserved in the
Museum of Alexandria, Va. It is of white silk, on which the device
is neatly painted. One of the guard is holding a horse, and in the
act of receiving a flag from the Genius of Liberty personified as a
woman leaning upon the Union shield, near which is an American
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eagle. The motto of the corps, CONQUER OR DIE, is on a ribbon over
the device. This Life Guard was a distinct corps of mounted men,
attached to the person of Washington,
but never spared in battle. It was or-
ganized in 1776, soon after the siege of
Boston, while the American army was
encamped near the city of New York. It
consisted of a major’s command ; viz., one
hundred and eighty men, and its chief
bore the title of Captain Commandant.
The uniform of the guard consisted of a
blue coat with white facings, white waist-
coat and breeches, blue half-gaiters, and

Flagof the Washington Life Guard. g cocked hat with & white plume. They
carried muskets, and occasionally side-arms. Care was taken to have
all the States from which the Continental army was supplied with
troops represented in this corps.

BANNERS, BANDEROLES, GUIDONS, PENNONS,
ENSIGNS, ETC.

Several varieties of flags were formerly employed, indicating by
their form and size the rank of the bearer. The use of many of these,
however, has become obsolete; but, as frequent allusion is made to
them in history and in ancient ballads, it is necessary that the modern
reader should be acquainted with the names and significations of these

flags of former times.
A passage in ‘Marmion’ alludes to several flags now fallen into
disuse.
¢ Nor marked they less, where in the air
A thousand streamers flaunted fair ;
Various in shape, device, and hue, —
Green, sanguine, purple, red, and blue,
Broad, narrow, swallow-tailed, and square,
Seroll, pennon, pensil, bandrol, there
O’er the pavilions flew.
Highest and midmost was descried
The Royal banner, floating wide ;
The staff, a pine-tree strong and straight,
Pitched deeply in a massive stone
Which still in inemory is shown.
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Yet beneath the standard’s weight,
‘Whene’er the western wind unrolled,
With toil, the huge and cumbrous fold,

It gave to view the dazzling field,

Where, in proud Scotland’s royal shield,
The ruddy lion ramped in gold.” !

BaxNER — in Dutch, baniere; French, banniére; German, banner;
Spanish, bandera; Italian, bandiéra; Swedish, baner — signifies in
these languages a flag, the emblem of a bond-roll or bond-sign, the
sign of union, the standard under which men were united or bound
for some common purpose.

Some derive the etymology of the name from the Latin bandum,
a band or flag; others, from the German dan, a rallying-point, a field,
a tenement, because only landed men were allowed a banner; others,
again, believe it a corruption of pannicre, from pannus, cloth, because
banners were originally made of cloth. The Germans are said to
have fastened a streamer to a lance, which the duke carried in front
of the army, and which was called band ; afterwards, a large cloth was
used, ornamented with emblems and inscriptions.

Knights wore a pointed flagor pennon. A squire’s mark was a long
pennant similar to the coach-whip pennant of modern ships of war.
Bannerets were of a rank above a simple knight, and yet below that
of a baron, and carried a knight's pennon slit at the end. Barons
were usually created on a battle-field, when the candidate presented
his pennon to the king or general, who cut off the train of it, and thus
making it square, returned it to him as the symbol of his increased
rank. Thenceforward the knight was entitled to emblazon his arms
upon a square shield, and was styled a Knight Banneret. Barnes, in
his * Wars of Edward III, writes that, before the battle of Nagera,
Lord John Chandos brought his pennon to Edward the Black Prince,
requesting to hoist it as a banner. The Prince took the flag, and,
having torn off the tail, returned it, saying, “ Sir John, behold, here
is your banner; God send you much joy and honor with it.” From
these customs may be traced the coach-whip and broad pennants worn
by commanding officers of ships, and of commodores, and the square
flags of the admirals of our own and foreign navies.

The banner has been made to assume almost every shape a paral-
lelogram so small could be converted into. As a rule, in banners of
cognizance or individual escutcheons, its size bore relation to the rank
of the owner; thus the banner of an earl was larger than that of
a baron, and the baron’s larger than that of a banneret. At first,

1 8ir Walter Scott's Marmion, Canto III., 28,
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banners were plain or of several colors, but they were early orna-
mented with devices of men and animals, and finally used as a flying
shield, to display the blazonry of the bearer, the symbols of a nation,
or the heraldry of a particular order, or of a department of the State.

The banner, says Burke,! is coeval with the introduction of her-
aldry, and dates from the twelfth century. The banner was of a
square form, and served as a rallying-point for the divisions of which
the army was composed. Judging from the siege of Carleverock? as
early as the fourteenth century there was a banmner to every twenty-
five or thirty men at arms, and thus the battle array was marshalled.
At that period the English forces comprised tenants in capite of
the crown, with their followers; and such tenants were entitled
to lead their contingent under a banner of their arms. When the
tenant in capite was unable to attend in person, from illness or other
cause, he sent his quota of soldiers and archers which the tenure of
his lands enjoined, and his banner was committed to the charge of a
deputy of rank equal to his own. Thus, at Carleverock, the Bishop
of Durham sent one hundred and sixty of his men at arms, with his
banner, intrusted to John de Hastings; and Edmund, Lord d’Eyn-
court, who could not attend himself, sent his two brave sons in his
stead with his banner of blue biletée of gold, with a dancettée over
all. The right to bear a banner was confined to bannerets and per-
sons of higher rank. According to the roll of Carleverock, the ban-
ners of the principal nobles were made of silk. The banner of the
Earl of Lincoln is described as ‘

¢ Of saffron silk his banner good,
Whereon a purple lion stood ; ”

and the banner of Hugh de Vere, the younger son of the Earl of
Oxford, “ As a banner both long and wide, of good silk, and not of

1 Burke’s Heraldic Register, 1849-50.

2 The *Siege of Carleverock’ is the title of & poem descriptive of the banners of the
peers and knights of the English army who were present at the siege of Carleverock Cas-
tle, in Scotland, in February, 1301. This roll or poem was first printed in 1779, in the
second edition of the ¢ Antiquarian Repertory,’ from the MS. in the Cottonian collection,
but with a text ‘““as corrupt,” says Sir Harris Nicolas, ‘“as unfortunate.” In 1828, the
work was edited by Sir H. Nicolas, and published in & handsome quarto of more than
400 pages, the larger portion of which is occupied by memoirs of the persons commem-
orated by the poet, forming in a great measure a baronage for the reign of Edward I. In
1864, a third edition was printed, under the following title : —

“The Roll of Arms of the Princes, Barons, and Knights who attended King Edward I.
to the Siege of Caerlaverock in 1300. Edited from the MS. in the British Museum,
with a translation and notes by Thos. Wright, Esqr., M.A., F.R.S,, &c., Corresponding
Member of the Institute of France. With Coat Armory emblazoued with gold and
colors, London: John Camden Hotten, Piccadilly. 1864. 4to. viii, 89.”
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cloth.” The latter was the material with which knights-banneret
were content. The banner of the constable, the good ‘ Earle of Here-
ford,” was “ of strong blue cendal,” a superior kind of silk.

In 1361, Edward III granted to Sir Guy de Bryan two hundred
marks a year for having discreetly borne the king’s banner at the
siege of Calais, in 1347 ; and Thomas Strickland, the esquire who so
gallantly sustained Henry’s banner at Agincourt, urged the service as
worthy of remuneration from Henry VI. In Scotland, the representa-
tive of the great house of Scrimgeour still enjoys the honor of being
“ hereditary banner-bearer of the queen,” an office to which by special
grant Alexander I, A.p. 1107, appointed a member of the Carron
family, giving him the title Scrimgeour, for his valor in a sharp fight.

Two manuscripts in the British Museum, not older than Henry
VIIL, afford us authentic information as to the size of banners,
standards, and pennons; extracts from them are printed in the ¢ Ret-
rospective Review,’ in 1827. That valuable work, ‘Excerpta Historica,’
also, has many interesting details on the subject.!

BANNERETS. — Everard, & correspondent of the ¢ Gentleman’s Maga-
zine,’ in 1792, states that bannerets “ were feudal lords who, possessing
several large fees, led their vassals to battle under their own flag or
banner, when summoned thereto by the king, whereas the backlarius
eques, or lhittle knights, in contradistinction to bannerets, who were
great knights, followed that of another.” To be qualified for a ban-
neret, one must have been a gentleman of family, and must have had
the power to raise a certain number of armed men, with an estate
enough to subsist twenty-eight or thirty men. This must have been
very considerable, as each man, beside his servants, had two horsemen
to wait on him, armed, the one with a cross-bow, the other with a bow
and hatchet. As no one was allowed to be a baron who had not
above thirteen knights’ fees, s0 no one was admitted to be a banneret
if he had less than ten.

Some assert ‘Bannerets’ were originally persons who had por-
tions of a barony assigned them, and enjoyeq it under the title daro
proxvmus. Others find the origin of bannexet,s in France; some,
again, in Brittany ; others, in England. The last attribute the 1nst1tu-
tion of bannerets to Conan, a lieutenant of Maximus, who commanded
the Roman legions in England under the empire of Gratian, A.D. 383.
This general, revolting, divided England into forty cantons, and in

! Retrospective Review, 2d series, vol. i. p. 113 ; Excerpta Historica, or Illustrations
of English History. One volume, 8vo. London, 1833, pp. 50, 66, 163, 170.
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the cantons distributed forty knights; to each he gave the power of
assembling under their several banners as many effective men as were
in their districts; whence they were called bannerets. *Froissart’
says that anciently such military men as were rich enough to raise
and subsist a company of armed men, and had a right to do so, were
called bannerets; not that these qualifications rendered them knights,
but only bannerets, —the appellation of knights being added because
they were knights before. Sir John Chandos was made a knight-ban-
neret by the Black Prince, and the King of Castile was made one at
Nagera, April 3, 1367.

Bannerets in England were only second to knights of the garter.
They were next in degree below nobility, and were allowed to bear
arms with supporters, which no one else could under a baron. In
France the dignity was hereditary, but in England it died with the
person who gained it. The order, after the institution of baronets or
hereditary knighthood by King James L, in 1611, dwindled and be-
came extinct in England.! The last person created a banneret was Sir
John Smith, who was created a banneret after the Edgehill fight,
Oct. 23, 1642, for his gallantry in rescuing the standard of Charles L
George IIIL, however, in 1764, made Sir William Erskine a banneret.

According to Froissart, the degrees of chivalry were three: knights-
bannerets, knights, and esquires. Before a man could become a knight-
banneret, he had to serve as a squire and a knight to attain renown
in arms, and to have a considerable military following. This was the
letter of the law, but it was not always strictly enforced. The knight
who aspired to the higher distinction could carry his pennon to the
leader of the army in which he served, and demand to raise his banner;
when his qualifications were proved, the leader cut off the end of the
pennon, which thus became a square banner. This simple ceremony
was completed with a short address on the banneret’s duties, pronounced
by the leader, or by a herald. The knight-banneret had no superior
except the king, and was the equal of the feudal baron.

The banners of the Knights of the Garter, blazoned with their arms,
hang over their stalls in Sir George’s Chapel at Windsor; those of the
Knights of the Bath over their stalls in Henry VIL’s Chapel, West-
minster Abbey. In Roman Catholic countries, banners form an
important feature in religious services, processions, &c. Before the
Reformation, all the monasteries in England had banners preserved in

1 The first baronet, Sir Nicolas Bacon, was created May 22, 1611 ; baronets of Ire-
land were created 1629 ; of Nova Scotia, 1625. All baronets created since the Irish
union, 1801, are of the United Kingdom.
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their wardrobes, from whence they were brought on anniversaries,
festivals, and important occasions, and were sometimes displayed in
battle. Edward I paid eight and a half pence per day to a priest of
Beverley for carrying in his army the banner of St. John, and one
penny per day while taking it back to his monastery.

The celebrated painting of the ‘ Madonna di San Sisto’ which is
now in the Dresden Gallery, was painted by Raphael as & banner to
be used in processions for the Benedictine Cloister of St. Sixtus, in
Piacenza. It was, however, soon placed upon the high altar of the
church, where it remained until purchased by Augustus III., Elector
of Saxony, and was removed to Dresden in 1753 or 1754. The price
paid, according to Wickelmann, was 60,000 gulden. In 1827, the
painting was restored, and a portion that had been concealed in the
framing was brought to light, — the top of the curtain with the rod
and rings supporting it. Engravings by Schulze and Miiller were
made before this discovery; and by Nordheim, Steinla, and Keller
after. Hence the difference in their details.

The union jack of Great Britain is a religious banner, composed
of the crosses of St. George, St. Andrew, and St. Patrick. The cor-
porations in former times had their banners, and several of the
livery companies of London still retain them for public occasions, as
do the St. Patrick, St. Andrew, and other societies of the United
States. No political, religious, or secular procession would be con-
sidered complete in the United States without a display of banners.
The study of this subject is of great importance to the historical painter,
and few sources of information are available.

Drayton, in his ‘ Battle of Agincourt,” says: —

¢ A silver tower Dorset’s red banner bears,
The Cornishmen two wrestlers had for theirs.”

All the great nobles of England and Scotland carried banners
blazoned with the family arms.

John of Dreux, Earl of Richmond, in the reign of
Edward I, bore a banner charged with the chequey
coat of Dreux, surrounded by a bordure of England, and
a canton of Bretagne. The bordure of England is de-
scribed as “a red orle with yellow leopards.” The ban-
ner of Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, is repre-
sented on a window of the cathedral at Chartres. On his
shield he carries a lion rampant. Banners and bannerols
simon e Mont. TS carried at funerals of the great in England, from
fort's Banner.  the eleventh to the sixteenth century. They usually
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consisted of banners blazoned with the arms of the individual, and the
families with which he was allied. On some occasions ecclesiastical
banners were displayed. In 1388, John Lord Montecute, a brother of
the Earl of Salisbury, ordered in his will that no painting should
be placed. about his hearse, excepting one banner of the arms of
England, two charged with that of Montecute, and two with the
arms' of Monthermer. In the fourteenth century, those who were
descended from or connected by marriage with the royal family used
the royal arms with their own. Isabel, Countess of Suffolk, 1416,
and the Earl of Huntington, 1380, forbade any banners to be borne
at their funerals; but Richard, Earl of Salisbury, 1458, ordered at his
interment “there be banners, standards, and other accoutrements,
according as was usual to a person of his degree.” At the exposing
of the body of Richard II. in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 1400, four banners
were affixed to the carriage or bier supporting it, — two of which con-
tained the arms of St. George, and the other two the arms of Edward
the Confessor. In 1542, Sir Gilbert Talbot, of Grafton, desired four
banners should be carried at his funeral, — one of the Trinity, one
of the Annunciation of Our Lady, one of St. John the Evangelist,
and one of St. Anthony. Sir David Owen, who died the same year,
ordered by his will, 1529, his body should be buried after the degree
of banneret; that is, with his helmet, sword, coat armor, banner,
standard, and pendant, and set over all a banner of the Holy Trinity,
one of Our Lady, and another of St. George, borne after the order of
a man of his degree; and the same should be placed over his tomb in
the priory of Essebourne.

The BANNER, blazoned with all the quarterings of him to whom
it belonged, was either attached to a staff or lance, or frequently
depended from a trumpet, —a custom which is still retained by the
trumpeters of the Household Brigade.

We read in Shakspeare, —

1 will a banner from a trumpet take, and use it for my haste; ”
and in Chaucer, —

¢ On every trump hanging a brode bannere
Of fine tartarium full richly bete,
Every trumpet his lordis armes bere.”

The flags carried by cavalry regiments, though usually called ‘stand-
ards,” might properly be styled ‘ banners’ The term ‘colors’ is applied
to the flags of foot regiments. Shakspeare uses colors to denote mil-
itary flags.
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During the reigns of Edward VI, Mary, and Elizabeth, and even
later, care was observed that the proper banners should be carried at
the funerals of persons of rank.

The BANDEROLE, BANNEROL, or BANDROLL was a small banner about

a yard square, generally but not always rounded at the fly, several of
which were carried at funerals. They dis-
played the arms and the matches of the de-
ceased’s ancestors, especially of those which
brought honor or estate into the family. These
arms filled the entire flag, which was gener-
ally fringed with the principal metal and
color of the arms of the deceased. The
bannerol which was placed at the head of
Cromwell, at his magnificent funeral, ex-
hibited his arms, viz., sable ; a lion rampant
Oliver Cromwell’s Bannerol argent ; impaling Stuart or; on a fess cheeky
argent and azure; an escutcheon argent debruised with a bend fretty.
Pt EnfionsfBvasblonggs 0 i low S Highfil Vi iy, AL 8 funeral there
IV.Standurds & Curvilon. were also displayed
B Seothend. four standards, eight

3 great banners, and
o twelve bannerols,

I Wten, it 07 with a guydon, of
3 which we give a re-
duced fac-similefrom
Prestwick’s ¢ Res Re-
publice’ These
standards exhibit the
VIC ammouwraliy \m‘.m.lvau- vmcromwel. | shape and design of

26026 C romwell ~

the standards of Eng-
land, Scotland, Ire-
land, and Wales at
s R°“" the period of the

o great Protector’s

. omeisSeevard, CAWarren:, Ck.h‘onnn C.kCrumwell. C

death, and also the
banners of the
¢Union or States,
«St. George, ¢St
Andrew,” ‘King Da-
vid,” and of the Com-
monwealth, the ban-
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ner of Cromwell and his guydon, and the bannerols of the families with
which he was allied.

It appears by the bill rendered for the funeral expenses that the
six great banners cost £6 each, and the five large standards, “ wrought
in rich taffety, in oyle, and guilt with fine gold and silver,” cost £10
each; the guydon, “as large as a great banner,” £6; and the twelve
bannerols, £30.

At the Restoration, Cromwell’s body and the bodies of his associ-
ates were dug up, suspended on Tyburn gallows for a day, and then
buried under it. The head of Cromwell was taken off, carried to West-
minster Hall, and fixed there, where it remained until the great tempest
at the commencement of the eighteenth century, which blew it down,
when it was picked up by the great-grandfather of its present posses-
sor, a citizen of London, — a significant commentary on earthly great-
ness. “The body of Cromwell, carried to his burial in royal state,
only a few years after his interment is rudely torn from its last rest-
ing-place, and the half-decayed carcass, dragged by the heels through
the mud and mire of London, is hanged upon Tyburn tree, the head
afterwards torn off and placed so that, in grinning horror, it ever
looked towards the spot where King Charles was executed.” !

The Guypox, or GuIDON, Fr. (derived from guide-homme), resem-
bled a banner in form and emblazonment, but was one-third less in
size, and had the end rounded off. It was the standard of a company
of soldiers, and borne by their cornet.

“ The guydhome must be two yards and a half or three yards
longe, and therein shall no armes be putt, but only the mans crest,
cognizance & devyce, and from that, from his standard and streamer,
a man may flee, but not from his banner or pennon bearinge his
armes.”

“Place under the guidhome fifty men, by the conduct of an
esquire or gentleman.” 3

Every guydon carried, in chief, a cross of St. George.

The PENNON (Fr.), sometimes spelled Pinione, was a small streamer
half the size of the guydon, of a swallow-tailed form, at-
tached to the handle of a spear or lance, such as the lan-
cers of the present day carry. Afterwards, by increase
in length and breadth, it became a military ensign, and

Pennon. was charged with the crest, badge, or war-cry of the

1 Anonymous ; Prestwick. 2 MS. British Museum.
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knight, — his arms being emblazoned on his banner, so arranged as
to appear correctly when the lance was held in a horizontal position.
The pennon charged with a cross is borne
by St. George, St. Michael, and St. Ursula ;
that of John the Baptist is inscribed with
his words announcing the coming of Christ:
“Ecce Agnus Dei” The illustration, a pen-
non of the earliest form, is copied from one

Danbernonn’s Pennon, 1277. held by the figure of Sir John Daubernoun,
1277, on his monumental brass in the church of Stoke D’Aubernoun,
Surrey.

A manuscript, giving the size of banners, &c., in the fifteenth cen-
tury, says: “ Every knight may have his pennon, if he be chiefe cap-
taine, and in it sett his armes; and if he be made a banneret by the
king or the lieutenant, shall make a slitte in the end of the pennon,
and the heraldes shall raze it oute : and when a knight is made a ban-
neret the heralds shall bringe him to his tente, and receive for their
fees, three pounds, eleven shillings and four pence for every bachelor
knight, and the trumpetter twenty shillings.”

In ‘ Canterbury Tales, Chaucer’s knight says:—

¢ And by hys bannere borne is his pennon
Of gold full riche.”

Sir Walter Scott thus alludes to the pennon in ¢ Marmion :* —

¢ The trustiest of the four,
On high his forky pennon bore :
Like swallow’s tail in shape and hue,
Fluttered the streamer, glossy blue,
Where blazoned sable, as before,
The towering falcon seemed to soar.”’

The PAvoN was a peculiar-shaped flag, somewhat like a

‘ gryon attached to a spear. The cut is from an illuminated

Psalter executed in 1340. The original is charged with the

arms of Sir Geoffrey Loutterell: azure; a bend between siz
martlets argent.

Pavon.

PENONCELS, or PENSILS, were small narrow pennons, usually borne
to ensign the helmet, or to form part of the caparisons of the knight’s
charger, though they were sometimes affixed to lances, as appears from
a line of the ‘ Lyfe of Alesaunder,” a metrical romauce of the fourteenth

century, —
' ¢ Many a fair pencel on spere.”
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EnsioN (Wal. tnsigna; Span. ensena; Lat. insigne; Fr. ensigne; also
in English, antient or ancient), applied first to the flag, is now applied
both to the flag and its bearer. In ‘Othello,” Cassio, in speaking of Tago,
says, “ The lieutenant is to be saved before the ancient.” Edward the
Black Prince commanded his ‘ancient’ bearer, Sir Walter Woodland,
to march forward! King Richard took with him on his crusade the
standard and ensigns of his kingdom. Of late years, the national
flags borne by vessels of war or merchant ships have been known as
ensigns, and a grade of junior officers has been introduced into the
United States navy, who are styled ¢ ensigns,’ though their duties nec-
essarily have no connection with the colors. The French also have
a class of officers in their navy styled ensigns de vaisseaux.}

Winthrop, in his ¢ History of New England,’ mentions, under date
Saturday, May 22, 1634, his meeting, on his passage across the Atlantic,
a small French vessel, and “ when we drew near her, we put forth our
‘ancient, and she luffed up the wind to us.”

That celebrated piece of royal embroidery, the Bayeux tapestry,
the handiwork of Matilda, the consort of William the Conqueror, and
her ladies, exhibits a display of the military ensigns in use at the
period of the conquest by the Norman invaders and the Saxon occu-
pants of England. The examples I have given from it afford an idea
of the shape and devices of the ensigns of the chieftains of the eleventh
century.?

The Bayeux tapestry, divided into compartments showing the events
from Harold’s visit to the Norman court to his death at Hastings, is
preserved in the public library at Bayeux, near Caen, Normandy.
Only within a few years has it been where it could be seen with
comfort or ability to appreciate its merits, having formerly been
kept on a huge cylinder, from which an official unrolled seventy-two
yards on to another cylinder. In this way it was carried through
France in 1803, by order of Bonaparte, to be displayed from the
stages of the theatres as an incentive to the public mind not to
revive this kind of work, but to awaken the people to a project then
on foot for the invasion of England. Now this grand work is shown
on the walls of the town library, it consisting of a strip of linen cloth
218 feet long, and 1 foot 8 inches wide, having worked upon its entire
length a series of fifty-eight scenes, representing the events in the
‘Norman Conquests,’ in which there are more than ten thousand
figures, many of them being men who are 10 to 12 inches high;
then there are horses, dogs, ships, and houses, and a running border

1 Boutell's Heraldry. 2 Stow.
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with innumerable figures, all worked in worsted, and with only eight
colors, dark and light blue, red, yellow, buff, and two shades of green;
the horses are either blue, red, green, or yellow, to suit the sur-
roundings.

LLUGERIL Bt

Ensigns from the Bayeux Tapestry.

Thus the queen has handed down to the present day a memorial
80 explicit in its details and graphic in its delineations as to form a
valuable standard of reference in an archaological point of view, and
at the same time a perfect mirror of the curious usages, economy,
manners, and even looks of the people of her time. Over each scene
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is written, also in needle-work, the subject, in Roman capitals, in the
Latin language.!

. The number of pennons carried by the Norman soldiers figured in
the entire tapestry amounts to thirty-seven, and of these no less than
twenty-eight have their ends cut into three points or flames.

Mr. French argues that the three-pointed ends on these pennons
symbolize the Holy Trinity, as did those of crusaders of the first cru-
sade subsequently. Whether the pennons with their triple termina-
tions were intended to symbolize the Trinity or not, there is no doubt
of their having been used extensively. When the crusader returned,
this symbol of his hostility to the Saracen was removed, as shown
on the tomb of Edward Crookback, Earl of Lancaster, the brother of
Edward I., who returned from the first crusade of 1270. The tomb
remains to this day, though defaced. In 1783, the colors were copied,
and each of the figures of the ten knights who accompanied him to
the East and returned with him to England are represented as hold-
ing a square banner.

GONFANONS were properly sacred banners carried in religious pro-
cessions, and as such Chaucer and Milton speak of them. The great
standard or banner of St. Mark was styled a gonfanon.
The gonfanon was bordered with fringe or twisted silk,
and usually supported as shown in the illustration. In

the ¢ Lyfe of Alesaunder’ we read, —

¢ Ther gonfannons and their penselles

Gonfanon. Wer well wrought off grene sendels.”

Dr. Myrick considers the small pennon attached to a lance in
the hand of William the Conqueror on his great seal as a gonfanon,
differing from a banner, being, instead of square and fastened to a
tronsure bar, of the same figure as the gonfanon, fixed in a frame, and
made to turn like a modern ship’s vane, with two or three streamers
or tails. The object of the gonfanon was principally to render the
leaders more conspicuous to their followers, and to terrify the horses

1 Mrs. Emma D. Southworth, Cor. Boston ¢ Traveller,’ Oct. 4, 1879. A copy drawn

by C. Stothard, and colored after the originals, was published by the Society of Anti-

" quaries in 1821-28. A fac-simile in chromo-lithograph, the full size of the original, has

been published. In 1856, the Rev. John Collingwood Bruce published a quarto volume,

entitled ‘The Bayeux Tapestry elucidated,’ which has reduced colored illustrations of

the entire roll. In 1857, the Journal of the Archmological Association of Great Britain

printed a paper by Gilbert J. French on the * Banners of the Bayeux Tapestry,’ which was
subsequently published in a thin 8vo volume, for presentation only.
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of their adversaries; hence the gonfanon was a mark of dignity. From

the Bayeux tapestry it would appear that a standard was borne near

the person of the commander-in-chief, which is described by the writer
of the period as a gonfanon. Wace says: — \

¢¢ The barons had gonfanons, '

The knights had pennons.”

The Conqueror’s gonfanon, depicted on the Bayeux tapestry,! has
three tails, and is white, within a blue border charged with a cross,
or. The same charge also occurs on the mast of his ship, though in
a square form. Wace says, Harold’s standard was a noble one, —a
dragon sparkling with gems and precious stones.

One of the banners of the Bayeux tapestry, of which an illustration
is given, represents a bird within a semicircle of rays, and has usually
been called a Danish war-flag, the bird supposed to be the raven
sacred to Odin; and Herr Worsac3 adopts the opinion that it is
the danbrog or war-flag of the Scandinavian vikings. He goes on to
state that the banners (or marks) of the ancient Danes were in times
of peace light-colored, but in war times of & blood color, with a black
raven on a red ground. This is entirely against the supposition that
the flag of the tapestry represents the raven of Denmark, since, after
the lapse of six hundred years, the bird remains of a pale blue color,
upon what appears to have been white, and it is represented with
closed wings, — a peaceful and dovelike attitude. There is, therefore,
reason for a belief that this singular and interesting banner bears a
dove, the symbol of the Holy Spirit, within a nimbus of rays?3
Speed informs us that the Duke of Normandy, “with three hun-
dred ships fraught full of his Normans, Flemings, Frenchmen, and
Britaignes, weighed anchor.” In this list there is no mention of
Danes or Norwegians, and there is good reason for supposing that no
soldiers of Scandinavian nations were present in the army of the
Conqueror. ’

The strength of these nations had invaded England in the north,
and been subdued in a sanguinary and decisive battle, only four days
before the Duke of Normandy landed at Hastings. The probability,

therefore, is that neither Dane nor Danish banner was in the Norman
army3

The STANDARD was a flag somewhat resembling an elongated pen-
non. It did not, like the banner, indicate a distinctive mark of honor,

1 Retrospective Review — Sir Harris Nicolas. 3 The Danes in England.
8 Gilbert J. French. Banners of the Bayeux Tapestry, 1857.
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but might be borne by any noble commander irrespective of his rank,
the only restriction being that of its length. A king's standard was
eight or nine yards lonc, a duke’s, seven; a marquis’s, six and a
half; an earl’s, six; a viscount's, five and a half; a baron’s, five; a
banneret’s, four and a half; and a knight’s, four.

The banner was always charged with the arms of its owner; but
on the standard only the crest or badge and motto were exhibited ; the
field being composed of the livery colors. When the livery of a family
consisted of more than one color,—as the Tudor sovereigns, for ex-
ample, who bore argent and vert,—the standard was always parted per
Jess of such colors. Next the staff was emblazoned the cross of St.
George; then followed the badge or badges, repeated an indefinite
number of times, surmounted by narrow bands, on which was inscribed
the motto, or eri-de-guerre; the whole being usually surrounded by
a roll of silk composed of the livery colors.

The charges were so depicted upon the standard as to appear correct
when it was developed by the wind in a horizontal position. On
account of its size, it was not generally carried in the hand, like a
banner, but the staff to which it was attached was fixed in the ground,
—hence its name. The Royal standards of the present time are
really square banners, blazoned with the royal arms over the entire
field.

THE EARLY USE OF ENSIGNS AND COLORS ON
BOARD SHIP.

According to Wilkinson and Bonomi, there are no flags depicted
upon Egyptum or Assyrian representations of vessels; but in lieu of
a flag certain devices are embroidered on the
sail, such as a phenix, flowers, &c., whence
the sail bearing the device was called nes, or
ensign.

The utility of vanes and pennons must
have been soon suggested as a means of
ascertaining the direction of the wind. The
blazoning them with the arms of the owner or the name of the vessel
naturally followed. Livy mentions that Scipio, B.C. 202, was met
by a ship of the Carthaginians, “garnished with infules, ribbands,
" and white flags of peace, and beset with branches of olives,” &c. A
medal of the time of Antiochus VIIL, king of Syria, B.c. 123, shows
a galley without mast or sail, having a swallow-tailed flag, not
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slung upon a spreader, but hoisted on an ensign-staff abaft. The
Prophet Ezekiel, whose prophecies date 600 years B.C., metaphori-
cally comparing the maritime city of Tyre to one of the ships by
which they carried on their commerce, speaks of her banner as made
of fine linen.

Pliny tells us that the sterns and prows of trading vessels and men-
of-war, without exception, were decorated with colors; and at Athens,
Corinth, and Sicyon the profession of ship-painters founded the famous
school of painters in those cities.

At first, merely to preserve the wood, the ship-builders covered
every part of the vessel exposed to the action of the air and water with
a coating of pitch ; but this sombre and uniform tint soon wearied the
eye. A more brilliant color, prepared with wax, was painted over the
pitch; the costlier class of ships glistened in all the splendor of white,
ultramarine, and vermilion ; while pirates and occasionally men-of-war
were covered with a coat of green paint, which, blending with the color
of the sea, prevented them from being seen at a distance. Gildings
glistened on the vessels of the rich, and the sculptor's chisel added
busts and figures to the decoration of their bows and sterns. Even in
this respect the Middle Ages still followed the traditions of antiquity.

The decorations of ships varied according to the caprice of owners
and the fashion of the times. The Saracen dromon boarded and
taken by Richard Ceeur de Lion had one side colored green, and the
other yellow. The Genoese at first painted their ships green ; but in
1242, when they were at war with the Pisans, they colored them
white, spotted with vermilion crosses; that is, “red crosses on a silver
ground, which resembled the arms of Monsieur Saint-Georges.” Red
was the color generally adopted for ships’ hulls in the sixteenth cen-
tury, though a pattern in black and white was sometimes added, and
sometimes the ground was painted black, and the pattern only ver-
milion. In 1525, when Francis I, made prisoner at the battle of
Pavia, was taken to Barcelona, the six galleys which carried the captive
sovereign and his suite were painted entirely black, from the top of the
masts to the water-line. The Knights of St. Stephen, in the fifteenth
century, hid the brilliant hues of the principal galley of their squad-
ron, and painted its sails, pennants, awnings, oars, and hull with black,
and swore never to alter the sombre hue till their order had recap-
tured from the Turks a galley lost by the Pisans. The Normans, or
men of the North, were as fond of these brilliant standards as the
nations of the Mediterranean: when they sailed on a warlike expe-
dition, or when they celebrated & victory over pirates, they covered

p—tp
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their vessels with flags. The poet Benoit de Sante-More tells us that
it was in this fashion, covered with seven hundred banners, that Rollo
‘brought his fleet back up the Seine to Meulan. The Middle Ages
made use of all kinds of fanciful decorations for their vessels. During
the Renaissance,
this taste was re-
newed, and was
an improvement
upon the cus-
toms of antiquity,
whence it drew
its  inspirations,
and on those of
the thirteenth

Z[Ifl m \\’} ‘i"’"‘ century.
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1»-- A galley, says
4!”/ " the learned M.

Jal, “ was in those
days a species of
jewel, and was
handed over for

French Man-of-war of the Sixteenth Century. embelhs}"nent to
From the Collection of Drawings in the National Library, Paris. the hands of gen-

ius, as a piece of metal was given to Benvenuto Cellini.”

Sculptors, painters, and poets combined their talents to adorn a
ship’s stern. A striking example of this artistic refinement in naval
ornamentation was the Spanish galley constructed in 1568 by order
of Philip 1II., for his brother, Don John of Austria, to whom he con-
fided the command of the fleet intended to fight the barbarous Moor-
ish States of Africa. The vessel's cut-water was painted white, and
emblazoned with the royal arms of Spain and with the personal arms
of Don John. The prince being a Knight of the Golden Fleece, the
history of Jason and of the good ship Argo was represented in col-
ored sculpture on the stern, above the rudder. This pictured poem
was accompanied with four symbolical statues, — Prudence, Temper-
ance, Power, and Justice, — above which floated angels carrying the
symbols of the theological virtues. On one side of the poop might
be seen Mars the avenger, Mercury the eloquent, and Ulysses stop-
ping his ears against the seductions of the Sirens; on the other, Pal-
las, Alexander the Great, Argus, and Diana. Between these were
inserted pictures, which conveyed either a moral lesson for the benefit
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of the young admiral, or a delicate eulogium on Charles V., his father,
or on Philip II, his brother. All these emblems were chefs-d'euvre
of drawing and sculpture, which the brilliancy of their gold, azure,
and vermilion settings tended to enhance.!

The illuminated copies of Froissart’s ‘ Chronicles,’ in the British
Museum, present many curious illustrations of the manner of carrying
flags at sea. Some of the vessels have a man at arms in the top holding
on a staff the banner of the nation to which it belongs. One of the illu-
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Ship of Henry VI.’s Time, 1480-61.

minations of the time of Henry VI. (1430-61) represents a ship with
shields slung along her topsides, —a very ancient practice, which was
continued by painting the arms and devices on the bulwarks, and
from whence come the figure-heads and stern carvings of modern
ships. Two trumpeters at the stern have standards blazoned with
fleurs-de-lis, attached to their trumpets, and a similar standard is dis-
played from her masthead. In some instances, the banners of ships
were consecrated. Baldwin, Earl of Flanders (1204), had one, and
Wilbam the Conqueror, when he invaded England (1066), hoisted at
the masthead of the Mora, the ship that conveyed him to its shores,

1 Le Croix’s Military and Religious Life in the Middle Ages.
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a square white banner. This banner was charged with a gold crose
within a blue border, surmounted by another cross of gold, conse-
crated by Pope Alexander II.
expressly for the occasion.
< Her name, the Mira, or Mora,
l o ) . is supposed to mean Man-
f X sion. She was presented to
i \\m‘%‘é the Conqueror by his duch-
R A ess as a parting gift. A pic-
g ture of her, from which our
illustration is drawn, is pre-
served on the Bayeux tapestry.
Her sail is painted in three stripes ; viz., red or brown, yellow, and red.
All the ships of William's fleet were painted in horizontal stripes, dif-
ferently colored. The Mora was painted alternately brown and blue.
A variety of colors were borne by English ships in the fourteenth
century. Besides the national banner of St. George, and the banner
of the king's army (which, after the year 1340, consisted of three lions
of Fngland quartered with the arms of France, — azure semée of gold
fleur-de-lis), every ship had pennoncels with the arms of St. George
and two streamers charged with the image of the saint after whom
she was called, if she had not a Christian name, the streamers con-
tained other charges. About 1346, one hundred and sixty pennoncels
with the arms of St. George were made for ships. The standards of
St. George had sometimes a leopard, i.e. the lion of England, in chief.
In 1337, the St. Botolph and the St. Nicholas carried streamers
with the images of those saints. These streamers were from fourteen
to thirty-two ells long, and from three to five in breadth. Before the
battle of Espagnols sur Mer, in 1350, two standards and two streamers
were issued to all the king's ships, those called after saints having
their effigies. Some of the other streamers were peculiar. That of
the Jerusalem was white and red, and contained white dragons, green
lozenges, and leopards’ heads. That of the Edward had the king's
arms with an E, and the streamer and banner of the ship appointed
for the king’s wardrobe was charged with his arms and a black key.
Two gonfanons are stated to have once been supplied to ships, prob-
ably to distinguish the vessels that bore them, carrying ecclesiastics,
from other vessels; also a streamer charged with a dragon.

The Mora, 1066.

STREAMERS were considered warlike ensigns. One of the requi-
sitions made to the Mayor of Lyons by the French ambassadors
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appointed to carry the treaty of Montreuil into effect, was, that the
masters of ships belonging to Lyons, who were going to those ambas-
sadors in Hainault, should be forbidden to bear unusual streamers, or
other signs of mortal war, until commanded to do so by the king, to
avoid incurring the dangers mentioned in the eighth article of a con-
vention agreed to before Pope Boniface the Eighth, for settling some
disputes between the French and the inhabitants of Lyons, and of
other maritime towns of England and of Gascony.

The banner of the admiral of a fleet was hoisted on board his ship ;
and when any eminent person was a passenger, his banner was also
displayed. In 1337, Sir John Roos, admiral of the northern fleet, was
sent to convey the Bishop of Lincoln and the Earls of Salisbury and
Huntingdon on their return to England from a foreign mission; and
the Christopher was furnished with banners of the arms of Sir John
Roos, of the Bishop of Lincoln, and of the Earl of Salisbury. These
banners were one ell and three-quarters long, and two cloths wide.
The Christopher also received a banner of the king’s arms, and two
worsted standards,which were nine ells long and three cloths wide.

Besides streamers bearing a representation of the saint for whom a
ship was named, his image was sent on board. When Edward III
embarked in his Cog, the Thomas, in 1350, before the battle with the
Spaniards, an image of St. Thomas was made for that vessel ; and an
image of Our Lady, captured in a ship at sea by John de Ryngeborne,
was carefully conveyed from Westminster to Eltham, and there de-
livered to the king, February, 1376. Targets and pavises or large
shields, great numbers of which were placed on every ship, were
sometimes painted with the arms of St. George, or with an escutcheon
of the king’s arms within the garter.

On a manuscript relating the prin-
cipal events in the life of Richard
Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, written
by John Rous, a chanting priest of
Guy’s Cliff, there is a representation
/ of a ship having a main and miz-
@ _—— zen mast with the sail braced up for

—\E = sailing on a wind, contrary to the ear-
= U lier practice of sailing always before
#ip o the: Earl of Warwick, 1457, the wind. The streamer does not fly

in accordance with the angle of the sail; but this anomaly by the
priestly artist may be supposed to have arisen from his desire to

1 Sir N. Harris Nicolas's History of the Royal Navy, vol. ii.
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make the best display of the armorial bearings on the streamer. From
the following bill, the original of which is preserved in Dugdale’s
¢ Warwickshire, it seems this streamer was made in 1437, viz. : —

4 These be the parcells that Will Seburg, citizen and peyntour of London,
hath delivered in the month of Juyn [July], the xv yeer of the reign of King
Harry Sext [1437), to John Ray, taillour of the same city, for the use and
stuff of my Lord Warwick.

¢ Item, for a grete Stremour for the ship of xI yerds lenght, and
vij. yerdes in brede, with a grete Bear and Gryfon holding a ragged
staff, poudrid full of ragged staves, and for a grete crosse of St.

George, for the lymming and portraying 1. 6. 8.

« Jtem, for a guiton for the shippe, of viij. yerdes long, poudrid
full of ragged staves, for the lymming and workmanship 0.2.0.

¢ Item, iij. Pennons of satyn entreteyned with ragged staves, for
the lymming full of ragged staves, price the piece, ijs, 3.6.0."

The gryfon mentioned in this account does not appear on the
streamer ; probably it was painted on the side not seen; with this
exception, the streamer of the ship is identified with that described
in the bill, and shows that the ship was equipped July, 1437. The
use of streamers was confined to ships, and is continued in the narrow
or coach-whip pennants of modern ships of war.

When Eustace, the monk, in 1217, put to sea from Calais with a
fleet of eighty ships, besides galleys and smaller craft, intending to
proceed up the Thames to London, and was descried off the coast of
England, some one exclaimed, “ Is there any one among you who is
this day ready to die for England ?” and was answered by another,
“Here am I;” when the first speaker observed, “ Take with thee an
axe, and when thou seest us engaging the tyrant’s ship, climb up the
mast and cut down the banner, that the other vessels may be dispersed
for the want of a leader.” We may infer from this that the French
commander of a fleet carried a distinguishing banner. Yet nothing
has been found showing that the English admiral in the reign of
Edward II bore any distinguishing ensign by day. As the admiral
and his vice-admiral certainly carried distinguishing lights by night,
it is extremely probable that his ship was indicated by his banner at
the masthead, which agrees with the fact that vessels were supplied
with the banner of the admiral who sailed in them. In 1346, on an
expedition against Normandy, Froissart says, Edward III. took the en-
sign from the Earl of Warwick, the admiral, and declared that he him-
self would be admiral on the voyage, and, running ahead, led the fleet.

On a rose noble of Edward III, the king is represented as standing



OF ANCIENT AND MODERN NATIONS. 31

on a ship which carries at its masthead a pennon of St. George.! On
a rose noble of Queen Elizabeth, her Majesty is seated in the ship,
which is charged with a Tudor rose, and carries at the bow a banner
bearing an initial letter, —a Gothic E.

Henry VIL ordered built a great ship, such as had never been seen
in England, which was finished in 1515, and called the Harry Grace de
Diev. A drawing
of her, preserved in
the Pepsian collec-
tion at Cambridge,
England,showsher
at anchor profuse-
ly decorated with
twenty-five flags
and standards.
The ship has four
masts and the high
poop and forecastle
of those times.
Each of the round
tops at her lower
and top masts’ heads, and the bowsprit end (nine in all), are furnished
with a streamer or standard bearing a cross of St. George at the luff,
with the ends divided longitudinally by a red and white stripe, the
red in chief. At three of the mastheads are St. George ensigns, and
on the principal mast a flag or standard blazoned with the royal arms,
and having a St. George cross in the fly. The poop, waist, and fore-
castle show a line of flags or banners, two of which are St. George flags
with a blue fly bearing a fleur-de-lis, and one bearing a rose, also two
plain blue flags charged with a fleur-de-lis and rose. Four are striped
horizontally red and white, and four striped horizontally yellow and
white.

A drawing of the same ship under sail, given by Allen, exhibits
a banner with the royal arms at the main masthead, a blue banner
bearing a rose on the mast next abaft it, and St. George flags, white
with a red cross, at both the fore and mizzen mastheads. A large
royal standard on the ensign staff at the poop, and seven streamers

1 For a description of this rose noble, see ‘ The American Journal of Numismatics’
for January, 1872, also Entick’s ‘Naval History,’ published 1757. It was coined to
assert King Edward’s title to France, his dominion of the sea, and to commemorate his
naval victory over the French fleet in 1340, — the greatest that had ever been obtained
at sea by the English, and the first wherein a king of England had commanded in person,
and wherein the French are said to have lost 30,000 men.
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or standards of various colors and devices are scattered about the
rigging!
In the ancient picture preserved at Windsor Castle of the embar-
kation of Henry VIIL at Dover, May 31, 1520, the ship he is in —
supposed to be the
' Harry Grace de
Dieu, or the Great
Harry — is repre-
sented as sailing
out of the harbor
of Dover having
her sails set. She
has four masts,
with two round
tops to each mast,
except the short-
est mizzen; her
sails and pennants
are of cloth of gold
damasked.  The
royal standard of
England is flying
on each of the
quarters of the forecastle, and the staff of each standard is surrounded
by a fleur-de-lis, or; pennants are flying from the mastheads, and at
each quarter of the deck is a standard of St. George’s cross. Her
quarters and sides, as also her tops, are fortified and decorated with
heater-shaped shields charged differently with the cross of St. George
azure, a fleur-de-lis or, party per pale argent, and vert a union rose, and
party per pale argent and vert a portcullis or, alternately and repeatedly.
On the main deck the king is standing, richly dressed in a garment
of cloth of gold edged with ermine, the sleeves crimson, and the jacket
and breeches the same. His round bonnet is covered with a white
feather laid on the upper side of the brim. On his right hand stands
a person in a dark violet coat slashed with black, with red stockings;
and on his right three others, all evidently persons of distinction;
behind them, the yeomen of the guard. Two trumpeters are seated
on the edge of the quarter-deck, and the same number on the forecastle,
sounding their trumpets. On the front of the forecastle and on the

8hip of War in which Henry VIIL. ewbarked at Dover in 1520.

1 A return of the Royal Shippes at Wolwidge in the 1st year of Edwd. VI. names
the *‘Harry Grace a Dien, 1000 tons; Souldiers, 349 ; Marryners, 801 ; Gonners, 50 ;
Brass Pieces, 19 ; Iron Pieces, 103.”
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stern are painted, within a circle of the garter, the arms of France and
England, supported by a lion and a dragon, being the supporters then
used by Henry VIII. The same arms are repeated on the stern. On
each side of the rudder is a port-hole, with a brass cannon; and on
the side of the main deck are two port-holes with cannon, and the
same number under the forecastle. The figure on the ship’s head
seems meant to represent a lion, but is extremely ill carved. Under
the ship’s stern is a boat, having at her bow two standards of St.
George's cross, and the same at her stern, with yeomen of the guard
and other persons in her.

On the right of the Great Harry is a three-masted ship, having her
sails furled, and broad pennants of St. George’s cross flying. She has
four royal standards on her forecastle. Between these two ships is
a boat filled with a number of persons, having two pennants with
armorial bearings at the bow, and two at the stern.

These two ships are followed Ly three others, each having pen-
nants of St. George’s cross flying, their sides and tops ornamented
with shields. On the forecastle of the nearest of these ships three
royal standards are visible, a fourth being hid by the foresail. All
these ships are crowded with passengers. Between these ships and
the shore are-two boats carrying passengers on board the ships.
In the stern of one of them is an officer dressed in green, slashed,
holding up an ensign or ancient of five stripes, — white, green, red,
white, and green, — the same as displayed from the nearest fort.!

Francis I. had a magnificent carack constructed in Normandy,
8o richly decorated, with such lofty decks and towers, that it was
called the ‘ Great Carack.’ It was anchored in the roadstead of Havre
de Grace, and was about to set sail at the head of a powerful fleet to
meet the English monarch, when he was coming to the Field of the Cloth
of Gold. On the eve of its departure, Francis I., desirous of inspecting
the ship, went on board, accompanied by a numerous and a brilliant
court. A collation had been prepared for him and his suite, the band
was playing, salutes were thundering out in his honor, and he was in
the midst of his inspection of the floating citadel, when an alarm was
given, — a fire had broken out between decks, and before help could
be efficiently rendered the whole of the rigging was in flames. Ina
few hours all that remained of the Great Carack was an immense
hull half consumed aground on the beach, upon which the sea was
casting up the corpses of those of its crew who were killed by the
discharges of its cannons during the progress of the conflagration.?

1 Charnock's Marine Architecture. ? La Croix’s Middle Ages,
8
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An engraving prefixed to Heywood’s description of the Sovereign of
the Seas, built in 1637 by order of Charles 1., and which “ was just as
many tons burthen as the year of our Lord in which she was built,”
shows that famous ship with four masts. A white ensign, cantoned
- with a St. George’s cross, flies from a staff on her bowsprit, and a St.
George flag at the fore. A banner, blazoned with the royal arms, is
at the main, and the union jack of 1606 at the mast next abaft.!

A picture of the same ship, painted by Vandevelde, exhibits her
with only three masts, and under sail, with & union jack at the bow-
sprit. A banner,
bearing the royal
arms and support-
ers, is on the en-
sign staff, and flags
at the fore and
mizzen mastheads
are blazoned with
the crown and roy-
al cypher sur-
rounded by the
= ganter and mottoes
&4 on ribbons.
®  Vessels in the
Middle Ages, as in
ancient times, frequently had golden-colored and purple sails. The
sails of seigniorial ships were generally brilliantly emblazoned with
the coat-of-arms of the seignior; the sails of merchant vessels and of
fishing-boats, with the image of a saint, the patron figure of the Virgin,
a pious legend, a sacramental word, or a sacred sign, intended to exor-
cise evil spirits, who played no inconsiderate part in the superstitions
of those who went down in ships upon the great waters,— a custom
which is still kept alive by the maritime people of China and Japan.
Different kinds of sails were.originally employed to make signals at
gea ; but flags soon began to be used for this purpose. A single flag,
having a different meaning, according to its position, ordinarily sufficed
to transmit all necessary orders in the daytime. At night, its place
was taken by lighted beacons. These flags, banners, standards, and
pennants, most of them embroidered with the arms of a town, a sov-

S

The Sovereign of the Seas, 1637, by Vandevelde.

1 ¢ A true description of His Majesty's royal ship, built this year, 1637, at Woolwich,
in Kent, to the Glory of the English Nation, and not to be paralleled in the whole
Christian world,” by Thomas Heywood ; to which is prefixed a Portrait of the Ship.
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ereign, or an admiral, were made of light stuffs, taffeta, or satin;
sometimes square, sometimes triangular, sometimes forked, each had
its own use and significance, either for the embellishment of the ves-
sel’'s appearance, or to assist in manceuvring. The galleys were pro-
vided with a smaller kind of pennant, which was put up at the prow,
or fastened to the handle of each oar. These were purely for orna-
mental purposes, and were often trimmed with golden or silk fringes.
Amongst the most celebrated flags and standards of the French
navy was the baucents, a name that recalls the banner of the Knights
Templar. These flags of red taffeta, sometimes sprinkled with gold,
were only employed in the most merciless wars ; for, says a document
of 1292, “they signified certain death and mortal strife to all sailors
everywhere.” It is related of Philip the Bold, of Burgundy, in his
preparation for the invasion of England, 1404, his ship was painted
outside in blue and gold, and there were three thousand standards with
his motto, assumed, no doubt, for the occasion, but which he after-
ward always retained: “ Moult me tarde” It was also embroidered on
the sails of his ships, encircled by a wreath of daisies, in compliment
to his wife. In 1570, Marco Antonio Colonna hoisted on his flag-gal-
ley a pennant of crimson damask, which bore on both sides a Christ
on the cross, between St. Peter and St Paul, with the Emperor Con-
stantine’s motto, “ In hoc signo vinces” The banner which Don Juan
of Austria received at Naples, on the 14th of April, 1571, with the
staff of supreme command over the Christian League, was made of
crimson damask, fringed with gold, on which were embroidered, be-
sides the arms of the prince a crucifix, with the arms of the Pope,
those of the Catholic king, and of the Republic of Venice, united by a
chain, symbolical of the union of the three powers “ against the Turk.”
A ship on the tapestry of the House of Lords, which has been de-
stroyed by fire, exhibited the royal standard at the main, swallow-
tailed banners at the fore and mizzen, and a St. George ensign.
In a very old representation of the fight with the Spanish Armada,
on the coast of England, all the ships wear ensigns, flags, and streamers.
The Venetian galleys of the fourteenth century carried blue banners
and ensigns, blazoned with the winged lion and book of St. Mark, or.
A manuscript in the British Museum, of the time of Henry VIIL,
assigning directions relative to the size of banners, standards, &e.,
says: “ A streamer shall stand in the toppe of a shippe, or in the fore
castle, and therein be putt no armes, but in mans conceit or device,
and may be of the lengthe of twenty, thirty, forty, or sixty yardes,
and it is slitte as well as a guyd homme or standarde, and that may
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a gentler man or any other have and beare.” This answers to the
description of the modern coach-whip pennant, used to denote the com-
mander of a single ship of war.

When William, Prince of Orange, sailed for England, on the 21st
of October, 1688, with five hundred sail, he carried the flag of Eng-
land and his own arms, with this motto: “ I will maintain the Prot-
estant Religion and the Liberties of England.”

SOVEREIGNTY OF THE SEA.—STRIKING FLAGS.

As early as the reign of King John, England claimed the sover-
eignty of the narrow seas surrounding her little island, and in the
second year of his reign, 1200, it was declared by the Ordinance of
Hastings, so called from the place where it bore date, “ That if any
lieutenant of the king’s fleet, in any naval expedition, do meet with
on the sea any ships or vessels, laden or unladen, that will not vail
and lower their sails at the command of the lieutenant of the king,
or the king’s admiral, or his lieutenant, but shall fight with them of
the fleet, such, if taken, shall be reputed as enemies, and their ships,
vessels, and goods be seized, and forfeited as the goods of enemies, not-
withstanding any thing that the masters or owners thereof may after-
wards come and alledge of such ships, vessels, and goods, being the
goods of those in amity with our lord the king; and that the common
sailors on board the same shall be punished for their rebellion with
imprisonment of their bodies at discretion.”?

In the reign of Mary, 1554, a Spanish fleet of one hundred and
sixty sail, having Philip, their king, on board, to espouse Queen Mary,
fell in with that of England, of twenty-eight sail, under the command
of Lord William Howard, lord high admiral, in the narrow seas.
Philip had the flag of Spain flying at the maintop-masthead, and
would have passed the English fleet without paying the customary
honors, had not the English admiral fired a shot at the Spanish ad-
miral, and forced the whole fleet to strike their colors and lower their
topsails as an homage to the English flag, before he would permit his
squadron to salute the Spanish prince.

In the reign of James I, in 1604, a dispute having arisen between
the English and Dutch with respect to the compliment of the flag, a
fleet was sent to sea under the command of Sir William Monson, who,
on his arrival in the Downs, discovered a squadron of Dutch men-of-
war, whose admiral, on Sir William Monson’s passing their squadron,

1 Kent's Biog. Nau., vol. i. ; Burchet's Naval History ; Macaulay.
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struck his flag three times. The English admiral, not satisfied with
the compliment, persisted in his keeping it struck during his cruise on
the English coast.

November, 1625, Sir Robert Mansell fell in with six French men-
of-war on the coast of Spain, and obliged their admiral to strike his
flag, and pay him the usual compliments.

In 1629, the various disputes constantly arising respecting the
honor of the flag, which the English claimed, induced Hugo Grotius to
write a treatise called ¢ Mare Liberum,’ on the futility of the English
title to the dominion of the sea, which he considered was a gift from
God common to all nations.

When Sir John Pennington carried the Duke of Hamilton into
Germany, in 1631, the Dutch ships which he met with in the Baltic
Sea made no difficulty in striking their flags to him; and the same
respect was paid by the Dutch admirals in the Mediterranean.

In 1634, Mr. Selden wrote a treatise in answer to Grotius, called
*Mare Clausum,’ in which he asserted that Britons “ have an hereditary
and uninterrupted right to the sovereignty of their seas, conveyed to
them from their ancestors, in trust for their latest posterity.” A copy
of this book was ordered by the king “to be kept in the Court of
Admiralty, there to remain as a just evidence of our dominion of
the sea.” ; A proclamation was published the same year, asserting the
sovereignty of the sea, and to regulate the manner of wearing the flag.

In 1635, at the blockade of Dunkirk, the admiral of Holland
always struck his flag to any English ship of war which came within
sight. The same year, the combined fleets of France and Holland
vauntingly gave out that they intended to assert their independence,
and dispute that prerogative which the English claimed in the
narrow seas; but as soon as they were informed an English fleet of
forty ships was at sea, and in search of them, they quitted the Eng-
lish coast and returned to their own.

On the 20th of August, 1636, the Dutch vice-admiral, Van Dorp,
saluted the English admiral, the Earl of Northumberland, by lowering
his topsails, striking his flag, and firing of guns; and the same year,
on the Earl’s return to the Downs, he discovered twenty-six sail of
Spaniards from Calais, bound to Dunkirk, who, on their own coast,
upon his approach, paid him like marks of respect.

In the same ship (The Happy Entrance), Sir George Cartaret, the
same year, carried the Earl of Arundel to Helvoet Sluice, where Van
Tromp, the Dutch admiral, was then riding at anchor, who took in his
flag, although Sir George wore none, and saluted him with seven
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guns; but “in regard he was in a harbor of the States General, he
hoisted it again.”

A French ship of war at Fayal, the same year (1636), struck her
flag, and kept it in while a British ship of war was in sight; and
another French ship of war, coming out of Lisbon, struck her topsails
to Sir Richard Plumbly.

The memorable war with Holland, in 1652, was occasioned by
Commodore Young’s having fired upon & Dutch man-of-war, on the
14th of May, 1652, which had refused the accustomed honor of the flag.
Young first sent a boat on board the Dutchman to persuade him to
strike. The Dutch captain very honestly replied, that * the States had
to take off his head if he struck.” Upon this the fight began, and
the enemy were soon compelled to submit. There were present two
other ships of war and about twelve merchantmen, none of which in-
terfered ; nor, after the Dutch ships had taken in their flags, did Com-
modore Young attempt to make any prizes:!

On the 4th of April, 1654, a peace was concluded between England
and Holland, by which the Dutch consented to acknowledge the sov-
ereignty of the sea to the English.

“That the ships of the Dutch, as well ships of war as others, meet-
ing any of the ships of war of the English Commonwealth in the
British seas, shall strike their flags and lower their topsail, in such
manner as hath ever been at any time heretofore practised under any
forms of government.”

This is the first instance of England’s establishing her right by a
formal treaty.3

In 1673, an order was issued to the commanders of his Majesty’s
ships of war, that in future they were not to require from the ships
of war of France the striking of the flag or topsail, or salute; neither
were they to give any salute to those of the Christian king.3

On the 9th of February, 1704, another treaty was made with Hol-
land, which stipulated that any Dutch ships of war or others meeting
those of the King of Great Britain, “in any of the seas from Cape
Finisterre to the middle point of the land Van Staten, in Norway,
shall strike their topsail and lower their flag, in the same manner and
with the like testimony of respect as has been usually paid at any
time or place heretofore by the Dutch ships to those of the king or
his ancestors.”

1 Burchet's Naval History ; Naval Biography. London, 1800.
2 Anderson’s Origin of Commerce, vol. ii.
8 Memoirs relating to the Navy.
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In 1704, a dispute arose at Lisbon respecting the ceremony of the
flag, in which the English admiral, Sir George Rooke, the King of
Spain, and the King of Portugal, were participators. The King of Por-
tugal required that on his coming on board the admiral’s ship in his
barge of state, and striking his standard, the English flag might be
struck at the same time; and that when his Catholic Majesty, with
himself, should go off from the ship, his standard might be hoisted,
and the admiral's flag continued struck until they were on shore.
This proposition was made from the King of Portugal to the King of
Spain. The admiral replied, “ That his Majesty, so long as he should
be on board, might command the flag to be struck when he pleased;
but that whenever he left the ship, he was himself admiral, and
obliged to execute his commission by immediately hoisting his flag.”
“ So the flag of England was no longer struck,than the standard of
Portugal.” 1

Only six years before our Revolutionary war, viz. in 1769, a French
frigate anchored in the Downs, without paying the customary sa-
lute, and Captain John Hollwell, of the Apollo frigate, sent an officer
on board to demand it. The French captain refused to comply ;
upon which Captain Hollwell ordered the Hawke sloop of war to
fire two shots over her, when the Frenchman thought proper to strike
his colors and salute. .

Falconer's ‘ Dictionary,’ published the same year, contains the reg-
ulations of the royal navy with regard to salutes, and says : « All foreign
ships of war are expected to take in their flag and strike their topsails
in acknowledgment of his Majesty’s sovereignty in his Majesty’s seas;
and, if they refuse, it is enjoined to all flag-officers and commanders
to use their utmost endeavors to compel them thereto, and not suffer
any dishonor to be done his Majesty.” “ And it is to be observed in
his Majesty’s seas his Majesty’s ships are in no wise to strike to any ;
and that in other parts no ship is to strike her flag or topsail to any
foreigner, unless such foreign ship shall have first struck, or at the
same time strike, her flag or topsail to his Majesty’s ship.”

Instances of British arrogance in claiming this sovereignty of the
narrow seas could be multiplied.

The present rule for ships of the United States meeting the flag-
ships of war of other nations at sea, or in foreign parts, is for the
United States vessel to salute the foreign ship first, if she be com-

1 Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, vol. iii.; James's Naval History; Lediard's
Naval History ; Entick’s Naval History ; Burchet's Naval History ; Harris’s Hist, Royal
Navy ; Schomberg’s Naval Chronology, &e.
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manded by an officer his superior in rank, and he receives assurance
that he will receive gun for gun in return. The national flag of the
vessel saluted is displayed at the fore and the jib, hoisted at the first
gun and hauled down at the last.

“ No vessel of the navy is to lower her sails or dip her colors to
another vessel of the navy; but should a foreign vessel, or merchant
vessel of the United States, dip her colors or lower her sails to any
vessel of the navy, the compliment shall be instantly returned.”

THE STANDARDS OF SYMBOLIC MASONRY.—STANDARD OF
THE INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS.—STAND-
ARDS OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR AND KNIGHTS OF ST.
JOHN.

STANDARDS OF SYMBOLIC MASONRY. — The standard designated as
the principal or general standard of symbolic masonry is described
as follows: —

The escutcheon or shield on the banner is divided into four com-
partments or quarters by a green cross, over which a narrower one
of the same length of limb, and of a yellow color, is placed, forming
what is called a cross vert, voided or; each of the compartments
formed by the limits of the cross is occupied by & different device.
In the first quarter is placed a golden lion in a field of blue, to repre-
sent the standard of the tribe of Judah; in the second, a black ox
on a field of gold, to represent Ephraim ; in the third, a man in a field
of gold, to represent Reuben; and in the fourth, a golden eagle on a
blue ground, to represent Dan. Over all is placed on a crest an ark
of the covenant, and the motto is, “ Holiness to the Lord.” Besides
this, there are six other standards proper to be borne in processions,
the material of which must be white bordered with a blue fringe or
ribbon, and on each of which is inscribed one of the following words:
Farrn, Hore, CHARITY, WISDOM, STRENGTH, BEAUTY.

In the royal arch degree, as recognized in the United States, there
are five standards - —

The royal arch standard, for commandery use, is of scarlet silk,
usually twelve by eighteen inches, with painted quarterings; viz,a
lion, a priest, a bull, and an eagle.

The royal arch captain carries a white standard, emblematic of
purity of heart and rectitude of conduct.

The standard of the master of the third vail is scarlet, emblematic
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of fervency and zeal, and is the appropriate color of the royal arch
degree.

The standard of the master of the second vail is purple, which is
emblematic of union, being a due mixture of blue and scarlet, the
appropriate colors of the symbolic and royal arch degrees; and this
teaches to cultivate the spirit of harmony and love between brethren
of the symbolic and companions of the sublime degrees, which should
ever distinguish the members of a society founded upon the principle
of everlasting truth and universal philanthropy.

The standard of the master of the first vail is blue, the peculiar
color of the ancient craft or symbolic degrees, which is emblematic of
universal friendship and benevolence.

In the royal arch degrees, as practised in the chapters of England,
twelve standards are used, illustrating the twelve tribes of Israel,
which are as follows :! —

1. Judah, scarlet, a lion couchant. 8. Manasseh, flesh color, a vine by
2. Issachar, blue, an ass, the side of a wall.

3. Zebulon, purple, a ship. 9. Benjamin, green, a wolf.

4. Reuben, red, a man. 10. Dan, green, an eagle.

5. Simeon, yellow, a sword. 11. Asher, purple, a cup.

6. Gad, white, a troop of horsemen. | 12. Naphtali, blue, a hind.

7. Ephraim, green, an ox.

The rabbins suppose that the standards of the Jewish tribes were
flags bearing figures, derived from the comparisons used by Jacob in
his prophetic blessing to his sons. Genesis xlix3

The following-described banners are used in the lodges of the
United States, viz.: —

The Persian banner, twelve by eighteen inches, with a sun and rays
on the upper half, and three crescents on the lower half. This banner
is usually blue,

1 Macoy's Cyclopedia of Masonry.

2 In removing Cleopatra’s Needle, at Alexandria, Egypt, from its base for transpor-
tation to the United States, in the latter part of 1879, Lieut.-Commander Gorringe,
U.8. N., made the interesting discovery of the following masonic emblems under its base ;
viz., a block of hewn syenite granite, 40 inches in the cube, representing a perfect masonic
altar, Under this a white marble slab, representing the apron, 102 inches long and 51
inches broad and 25} inches thick, the upper half hewn into a perfect square. At the
sawe level, and in the west angle of the foundation, another block of syenite granite,
markedly regular in form, the surface of which represented rough ashlar steps, and
the foundation of which was composed of white granite. Besides these four pieces
were other less noticeable but equally significant emblems, — Boston Journal, Jaun. 22,
1880.
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A white silk banner. Motto at top, “ The will of God ;” a Maltese
cross in the centre; a lamb and small pennant below. The cross on
staff composed of four passion crosses.

A white silk banner, as above, with cock, shield, spear, sword, and
trumpet, also an axe.

A white silk banner, with a nine-pointed star; in the centre of the
star a Maltese cross, surrounded by the motto, “ Rex Requim Dominus
Dominorum.” !

The regulation grand standard of masonic knighthood (Knights
Templar) is of white silk, six feet in height and five feet in width,
made tripartite at the bottom, fastened at the top to the crossbar by
nine rings. In the centre of the standard a blood-red passion cross,
edged with gold, over which is the motto, “In koc signo vinces,” and
under, “ Non nobis Dominz, non nobis sed nomini tuo da Gloriam !”
The cross is four feet long and seven inches wide. On the top of the
staff is a gilded ball or globe four inches in diameter, surmounted by
a patriarchal cross twelve inches in height.

The grand standard of the ancient and accepted Scottish rite is of
silk, three and & half feet long by two and & half wide, edged with gold,
gold fringe, and tassels. In the centre a double-headed eagle, under
which, on a blue scroll, the motto, “Deus Meumgque Jus” In the
upper part of a triangle irradiated over the crowned heads of the
eagle are the figures 33 in the centre.

The standard of the Red Cross Knights is a green silk banner,
suspended by nine rings on a stretcher. In the centre of the ban-
ner is a Geneva cross within a six-pointed star, with this motto
around it, “ Magna est veritas et prevalebit.” A trefoil cross heads
the staff.

Another standard is a green silk flag, with triple triangles, and a
passion cross in the centre of each triangle; a trophy below, com-
posed of a spear, two crossed swords, a trowel, trumpet, and sash
grouped. On the sash, “ Venici Imp. Trata.” A Geneva-shaped cross
on the top of the staff!

STANDARD OF THE INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS OF THE
UNITED STATES. — At a meeting of the Grand Lodge of the United
States, held in Baltimore, September, 1868, a committee, consisting
of William E. Ford, of Massachusetts, Joseph B. Escavaille, and Fred.
D. Stuart, submitted the following design for a flag, to be the flag of

1 Letter of Horstman Brothers & Co., Philadelphia, Jan. 8, 1880.
3 Macoy's Cyclopedia of Masoury.

>
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the order at the approaching celebration of the fiftieth anniversary
of the introduction of Odd Fellowship on this continent: —

¢ Resolved, That the R. W. Grand Lodge adopt for an Odd Fellows’ flag
the pattern or design presented by the special committee appointed for that
purpose ; to wit, ‘the flag to be manufactured of white material, either
bunting, satin, or cotton cloth, as may be selected by those desiring one.
The proportions to be 11-19 of the length to the width. The emblems to con-
sist of the three links, to be placed in the centre of the flag, with the letters
1. 0. 0. F,, to be painted or wrought in scarlet color, and trimmed with
material of the same color. Wherever the flag is to be used by the encamp-
ments there should be added two crooks.’

“ Resolved, That the R. W, Grand Corresponding and Recording Secretary
be and he is hereby instructed to procure a flag of suitable size and proportions
as above described for this Grand Lodge, to be used for the first time at the
celebration of our fiftieth anniversary, on the 26th of April, and in addition
to the emblems add the letters G. L. U. 8.”

Mr. Havenner, of the District of Columbia, proposed that after the
letters I. O. O. F. in the resolution there should be inserted, “and the
name of the State, District, or Territory using it;” and Mr. Ross
of New Jersey moved further to amend, by adding that the letters
“1. 0. 0. F. and F. L. T. may be inserted in the links.” These amend-
ments were agreed to, and the flag as thus amended adopted, Friday,
Sept. 25, 1868.

At the meeting of the Grand Lodge in Chicago, September, 1871,
it was voted that the crooks should be “ painted or wrought in purple.”

It was subsequently proposed that this flag should be only used
for grand lodges and encampments, and that
the subordinate lodges and encampments
should have a smaller flag, — of scarlet, if
only a lodge, and of purple, if an encamp-
ment; but it was considered by a select
committee of five, reported against, and voted
unnecessary.

THE HOSPITALLERS, OR KNIGHTS OF ST.
JOHN OF JERUSALEM, RHODES, AND OF MALTA.
— As early as the middle of the eleventh

e ~  century some merchants of Amalfi obtained
Knight of Malta.! from the Caliph of Egypt permission to

1 Fac-simile of a wood-cut in Jost Ammans, ¢ Cleri Toitus Romans Ecclesie Habitus,'
4to. Frankfort, 1585,
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build a hospital at Jerusalem, which they dedicated to St. John, and
in which they received and sheltered the poor pilgrims who visited
the Holy Land. Godfrey de Bouillon and his successors encouraged
this charitable institution, and bestowed upon it large donations.
Pierre Gérard, a native of Provence, proposed to the brothers who
managed the hospital to renounce the world, to don a regular dress,
and to form an uncloistered monastic order, under the name of the
Hospitallers. Pope Pascal II. appointed Gérard director of the new
institution, which he formally authorized, took the Hospitallers under
his protection, and granted them many privileges.

Driven out of Jerusalem by Saladin in 1191, they transferred their
hospital to Margat, until the capture of Acre, in which they took part
in 1192, when they established themselves there, and took the name
of ‘ Knights of St. John of Acre” Driven from their new residence by
the Infidels, by permission of the King of Cyprus they established the
central house of their order in the town of Limisso. Heavily taxed
by the King of Cyprus at Limisso, and having to defend themselves
from the Saracens, in 1306 the Hospitallers laid siege to Rhodes,
which, after an investment of four years, was taken by assault in 1310,
and thence became their home, and gave to them the title of ¢ Knights
of Rhodes’ for more than two centuries, or until 1522, when, Rhodes
being taken by Solyman, they retired into Candia, thence into Sicily,
and in 1530 removed to the Island of Malta, which was ceded to
them by Charles V., and became the definitive residence of the order;
thenceforward they assumed the title of ‘Knights of Malta’ The
Emperor Paul of Russia declared himself grand
master of the order, June, 1799 ; and the Czar
of Russia has continued to be the grand master
and patron of the order to the present time.
The banner of the Hospitallers of St. John of
Jerusalem was black, and charged with a white
or silver cross of eight points.

Every country in Europe furnished its quota
to the Order of Malta, which entirely replaced
that of St. John, and was divided into eight
tongues or nations, each under the direction of
a grand prior. The regular dress of the order
consisted in each nation of a black robe, with
a pointed cape of the same color; on the left sleeve of each robe was
a cross of white linen of eight points, typical of the eight beatitudes
they were always supposed to possess, and which, according to a man-

Hospitaller's Standard.
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uscript preserved in the library of the arsenal, were: 1. Spiritual
contentment; 2. A life free from malice; 3. Repentance for sins;
4. Meekness under suffering; 5. A love of justice; 6. A merciful dis-
position ; 7. Sincerity and frankness of heart; and, 8. A capability of
enduring persecution. At a later period, the regulations permitted the
knight to wear an octagonal golden cross inlaid with white enamel,
and suspended from the breast with black watered ribbon. This badge
was decorated so as to distinguish the country of the bearer; namely,
Germany, by an imperial crown and eagle; France, the crown and
fleur-de-lis, &c.

All the insignia of the order were symbols. The pointed black
mantle with its peaked cape, worn only on occasions of solemn cere-
mony, was typical of the robe of camel’s hair worn by St. John the
Baptist, the patron of the order; the cords which fastened the mantle
about the neck and fell over the shoulder were significant of the pas-
sion our Saviour suffered with such calmness and resignation; the
girdle around his waist signified he was bound for the future by the
vows of the order; the golden spurs on his heels were emblems that
he was bound to fly wherever honor called him, and to trample under
his feet the riches of this world. At his initiation, the knight bran-
dished his sword around his head in token of defiance of the unbe-
lievers, and returned it to its scabbard, first passing it under his arm
as if to wipe it, as a symbol that he intended to preserve it free from
stain.

In time of battle, the members wore a red doublet embroidered
with an eight-pointed cross, and over it a black mantle with a white
Cross.

The Kx~iGHTs TEMPLAR originated twenty years after the estab-
lishment of the Hospitallers, in the piety of nine French knights, who
in 1118 followed Godfrey de Bouillon to the Crusades. They were
suppressed March 22, 1312, Baldwin II. granted them a dwelling
within the temple walls, a circumstance which gave them the name of
‘Templars,” or ‘ Knights of the Temple’ At first they led a simple
and regular life, and, contenting themselves with the humble title of
“Poor Soldiers of Jesus Christ,” their charity and devotion obtained
for them the sympathy of the kings of Jerusalem and the Eastern
Christians, who made them frequent and considerable donations. In
the first nine years of their existence, from 1118 to 1127, the Templars
admitted no strangers to their ranks; but their number baving nev-
ertheless considerably increased, they soon preferred a request to the
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Holy See to ratify their order. At the Council of Troyes, in 1128,
Hugues de Payens, with five of his companions, presented the letters
that the brotherhood
had received from the
Pope and the Patriarch
of Jerusalem, together
with the certificate of
the founding of their
order. Cardinal Mat-
thew, who presided
over the council, grant-
ed them an authentic
confirmation of their
order; and a special
code was drawn up for
them under the guid-
ance of St. Bernard.

St. Bernard, describ-
ing the Knights Tem-
plar in their early
days, says: “They lived
without any thing they
could call their own;
not even their fair will.
They are generally
simply dressed, and
covered with dust,
their faces embrowned
with the burning sun,
and a fixed, severe ex-
pression. On the eve
of battle, they arm
themselves with faith within and steel without : these are their only
decoration; and they use them with valor, in the greatest perils
fearing neither the number nor the strength of the barbarians,
Their whole confidence is placed in the God of armies, and fighting
for his cause they seek death. Oh, happy way of life, in which
they can await death without fear, desire it with joy, and receive
it with assurance!” The oath they took on their entrance, found
in the archives of the Abbey of Accobaga, in Aragon, was as fol-
lows: —

A Knight Templar.
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“] swear to consecrate my words, my arms, my strength, and my
life to the defence of the mysteries of the faith and that of the unity
of God. I also promise to be submissive and obedient to the Grand
Master of the Order. Whenever it is needful,
I will cross seas to fight. I will give help
against all infidel kings and princes; and, in
the presence of three enemies, I will not fly,
but fight, if they are infidels.”

The Templars were bound to go to mass
three times a week, and to communicate thrice
a year. They wore a white robe, symbolical
of purity, to which Pope Eugenius III. added
a red cross, to remind them of their oaths to
be always ready to shed their blood in de-
fence of the Christian religion. Their rules
A Templar i Travelling Dress.!  ware of great austerity. They prescribed
perpetual exile, and war for the holy places to the death. The
Knights were to accept every combat, however outnumbered they
might be, to ask no quarter, and to give no ransom. The unbelievers
dreaded no enemy so much as these poor soldiers of Christ, of whom

it was said that they possessed the gentleness of
Q the lamb and the patience of the hermit, united
to the courage of the hero and the strength of the

: lion.
\/ The Knights Templar carried at their head
/ \ their celebrated standard, called the ¢ beauceant,’
or ‘seant, which bore the motto, “ Non nobis,
Domine, non nobis, sed nomini two da gloriam ;"3
and after this they marched to battle reciting
prayers, having first received the holy sacrament.
It was in 1237 that the knight who carried the
beauceant in an action when the Mussulmans
had the advantage, held it raised above his head
Axns‘mph' until his conquerors, with redoubled blows, had
pierced his whole body and cut off both his hands.
The beauceant was of woollen or silk stuff, six feet in height and
five feet in width, and tripartite at the bottom, fastened at the top to
the crossbar by nine rings. The upper half of the standard was

! Fac-simile from Jost Ammans, ‘Cleri Toitus Romane Ecclesie Habitus.’ Frank-
fort, 1585.
2 “ Not to us, Lord, not to us, but to thy name ascribe the glory.”
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black, and the lower half white. The illustration of this standard is
as it is represented in the Temple Church, at Lon-
don. They also displayed above their formidable
lance a second banner of their own colors, white,
charged with a red cross of the order, of eight
points.

In 1309, the Knights Templar were suppressed,
and by a papal bull, dated April 3, 1312, their order
was abolished. Numbers of the order were tried,
condemned, and burnt alive or hanged, 1308-10;
and it suffered great persecutions throughout Eu-
rope ; eighty-eight were burnt at Paris, 1310. The
grand master, De Molay, was burnt alive at Paris,
March, 1314

ANCIENT MILITARY STANDARDS. —THE EGYPTIAN, GRE-
CIAN, HEBREW, ASSYRIAN, PERSIAN, STANDARDS.

OF STANDARDS.

ANCIENT MILITARY STANDARDS consisted of a symbol carried on a
pole. In more modern times, they were the largest and most important
flags borne. Fixed on the tops of towers or elevated places, or on plat-
forms, and always the rallying-point in battle, they obtained the name
of ‘standards,’ from being stationary. Ducange derives the name from
standarum or stantarum, standardum, standate, used in corrupt Latin
to signify the principal flag in an army. Menage derives it from the
German stander, or English stand. The standard might or might not
have a banner attached to it. Although now the two words are used
by custom without distinction, it is nevertheless true there might be
a thousand banners in the field, but there could be but one standard
of the king.

EGYPTIAN STANDARDS. — The Egyptians consid-
ered Osiris, the eldest son of the Nile, as their
first king, and believed that his soul ascended
into the sun, and adored him in that planet. His
sister and wife, Isis, remained queen after his death,
and established female power in Egypt. At her
death she was reputed to have made her resurrec-
tion into the moon with her son Orus, the god of
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faturity, and thus was established the Egyptian trinity of Osiris, Isis,
and Orus, whose mysterious motto was, “ I am all that was, that s, and
that shall be,” represented in a solar triangle. The annual feast of Isis,
or Daughter of the Nile, was on the vernal equinox (March 21), which
was the annunci-
ation of the open-
ing of its navi-
gation after a
stormy winter.
On that day her
image — a statue
of solid gold
standing on a
crescent and
clouds of silver
— was carried in
solemn  proces-
sion. She had a
glory of twelve
s golden stars
f around her head,
D Y symbolic of the
b)) twelve lunar
¥ months; and her
own shining face
represented the
thirteenth, which
was the sacred
moon, or the equi-
noctial month of
spring.

w In subsequent
ages, when Egypt
was  conquered

by the Romans, the conquerors adopted the worship of Isis, and con-

secrated her equinoctial feast as “ Noster Domina Dies” (Our Lady

Day), and qualified her the “ Heaven's open gate;” Star of the Sea ;

Queen of the Heavenly Spheres; and introduced the feast and labarum

or banner of Isis and her legendary worship into all the conquered

provinces of the Roman Empire. Her attributes remind one of the

“Queen of Heaven” of the Chinese mythology of to-day, and Muril-

lo’s paintings of the Virgin Mary.

Egyptian Standards,
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The invention of standards is attributed, with great probability, to
the Egyptians, as they had the earliest organized military forces of
which we have any knowledge, and it is equally probable that the
Hebrews obtained the idea, or at least the use, of ensigns from the
Egyptians. The wandering tribes of shepherds who conquered Egypt
set one of their pastoral chiefs as king on the throne of Osiris. This
warlike shepherd introduced into Egypt the annual oblation of an
unblemished lamb or kid, sacred to their conductor, the Angel Gabriel,
and bore a lamb as his standard.

When the Egyptians recovered their in-
dependence, under chieftains styled Pharo,
or revenger, the lamb on their standards,
arms, and coins was superseded by the
face of Pharo, but the oblation of the lamb
was continued. The illustration represents
a group of Egyptian standards as they
were used in the army in the time of Pha-
raoh. ,

According to Diodorus, the Egyptians

Standards of Pharach, carried an animal at the end of a spear
as their standard. Sir G. Wilkinson, in his work on the ‘Ancient

TAT
T FIM

Egyptian Standards, from Wilkinson.
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Egyptians, speaking of their armies, says: “Each battalion, and
indeed each company, had its particular standard, which represented
a sacred subject, a king’s name, a sacred boat, an animal, or some
emblematical device” Among the Egyptian standards there also
appear standards which resemble at the top a round-headed table-
knife or an expanded semicircular fan. Another of their ancient
standards was an eagle stripped of its feathers,— the emblem of the
Nile.

Greek STANDARDS. — The Greeks set up a piece of armor at
the end of a spear as a rallying signal, and Homer makes Aga-
memnon use & purple vail with which to rally his men.

A white horse was the standard of Cecropia,
founded by Cecrops, the chieftain of an Egyptian
colony. This badge recalled that the finest white
horse had been brought by sea from Egypt into
Greece. The tradition of the white horse arriving
by sea was arranged into a sacred pedigree; viz.,

The Horse and the Grass. Sv€PtUNE created a white war-horse to endow

bopper. Athens. This swift animal was given to Mars, the
god of war, for the defence of the country and the standard of Attica.
The aborigines of Attica styled themselves the children of the earth,
and boasted to be sprung from the soil ; therefore they distinguished
themselves from aliens by wearing in their hair a grasshopper of gold
or silver, to signify that, like that insect, they were produced from the
ground. The golden grasshopper was granted to any Athenian who
had rendered the country eminent service, and was later assumed by
the nobles of Athens, and it became a badge of Greek nobility. The
Athenians also bore an owl, the emblem of Minerva, and the olive, on
their standards. Other nations of Greece carried effigies of their
tutelary gods and their particularly chosen symbols on the end of a
spear. The Thessalonians adored the immortal sorrel horse Xanthus,
who spoke to his master Achilles. The Corinthians bore a winged
horse, or Pegasus, on their standard; the Messenians, the letter M; the
Lacedemonians, the letter L, in Greek, 4. Alexander the Great, when
he began to claim for himself a divine origin, caused a standard to be
prepared, inscribed with the title of Son of Ammon, and planted it
near the image of Hercules, which, as that of his tutelary deity, was
the ensign of the Grecian host.

The standards and shields of the Thracians exhibited a death’s-
head, as a signal to revenge the death of Thrax, the son of the nom-
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inal father of the Thracians, a wandering people near the Black
Sea. This people settled north of Byzantium, the
modern Romania, and named their new country
A\ Thrace. They soon took the city of Byzantium,
§ which was dedicated to Diana, and united her
J symbol, ‘the crescent,’ to ‘the death’s-head’ of

7 Thrax, to whom they paid divine respect. The
Deathenont g death’s-head and crescent were afterward adopted

Cresceut. by the Romans, Turks, and other nations which
invaded Thracia and Byzantium.

The CHALDEANS adored the sunm, and represented it on their stand-
ard. Heber, a Chaldean, gave his name to his descendants, who were
called the children of Heber, or the Hebrews. The greater number of
the Hebrews were born in Ur, a city of Chaldea, in which a perpetual
fire and lamp were sacred to Baal, or the sun of Chaldea. The money
of Hebron bore the type of Heber adoring the sun!

HEBREW STANDARDS. — In the time of Moses, the Hebrews had
their emblems. We find in the book of Numbers, 1491 BcC, 1st
chapter, 52d verse, the children of Israel directed to “ pitch their tents
every man by his own camp, and’ every man by his own standard,
throughout their hosts ;” and 2d chapter, 2d verse, “ Every man of the
children of Israel shall pitch [camp] by his own standard, with the
ensign of their father's house : far off about the tabernacle of the con-
gregation.”

In the wilderness, says Adam Clarke, they were marshalled accord-
ing to their tribes, each tribe being subdivided into families. Every
head of a subdivision or thousand was furnished with an ensign or
standard, under which his followers arranged themselves according to
a preconcerted plan, both when in camp and when on the march; and
thus all confusion was prevented, how hastily soever the order might
be given to proceed, or halt and pitch their tents. The four leading
divisions — viz., Reuben, Ephraim, Judah, and Dan — were designated
by the component parts of the cherubim and seraphim, —a man, an
0x, a lion, and an eagle.

Solomon, of the tribe of Judah, hoisted the standard of the lion in
Jerusalem. According to the Talmudists, the standard of Judah had
on it a lion painted, with this inscription, “ Rise, Lord, let thine ene-
mies be dispersed, and let those that hate thee flee before thee.” They
gave to Issachar an ass; to Zebulun, a ship; to Reuben, a river, and

! Brunet's Regal Armorie.
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sometimes the figure of & man ; to Simeon, a sword ; to Gad, a lion; to
Manasseh, an ox ; to Benjamin, a wolf; to Dan, a serpent or an eagle.

Sundxmls and Devices of the Hebrews.

The ensign of Asher was a handful of corn, and that of Naphtali a stag.
The cities of Samaria and Shechem, being in the land of the tribe of
Joseph, the standard of Samaria bore the bough or palm of Joseph.

Allusions to standards, banners, and ensigns are frequent in the
Holy Scriptures. The post of standard-bearer was at all times of
the greatest importance, and none but officers of approved valor
were ever chosen for such service; hence Jehovah, describing the
ruin and discomfiture which he was about to bring on the haughty
king of Assyria, says, “ And they shall be as when a standard-bearer
fainteth.”

ASSYRIAN STANDARDS. — Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, had for
its device an arrow, which represented the swiftness of the Tigris,
whose waters washed its walls, — the Chaldean name, Tigris, express-
ing the swiftness of an arrow. Semiramis, the widow of Ninus the
son of Belus, its founder, having united Nineveh to Babylon, founded
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- the first great empire of the world. Her subjects symbolized her by

a turtle-dove, and that bird was stamped on the coins, with an arrow

A = on the reverse. Mossoul, built on
' the ruins of Nineveh, impressed
on its goods the sign of an arrow
and dove ; and that badge, printed
on a light stuff called muslin, has
been exported to all modern na-
tions!

Among the sculptures of Nine-
veh which Layard brought to light
are representations of the stand-

: ards of the Assyrians carried by
Assyrian Standards. charioteers.  These sculptures
have only two devices: one of a figure standing on a bull and draw-
ing a bow ; the other, two bulls running in opposite directions, sup-
posed to be the symbols of peace and war. These figures are enclosed
in a circle, and fixed to a long staff ornamented with streamers and
tassels. These standards seem to have been partly supported by a rest
in front of the chariot. A long rope connected them with the ex-
tremity of the pole. In the bass-relief at Khorsabad this rod is
attached to the bottom of the standard.

PERSIAN STANDARDS. — The standard of ancient Persia, adopted by
Cyrus, according to Herodotus, and Xenophon, and perpetuated, was a
golden eagle with outstretched wings painted on a white flag.

The standard of Koah, the sacred standard of the Persians, was
originally the leather apron of the blacksmith Kairah, or Koah, which -
he reared as a banner B.c. 800, when he aroused the people and de-
livered Persia from the tyranny of Sohek, or Bivar, surnamed Deh-ak
(ten vices). It was embroidered with gold, and enlarged from time
to time with costly silk, until it was twenty-two feet long and fifteen
broad ; and it was decorated with gems of inestimable value. With
this standard the fate of the kingdom was believed by superstitious
Persians to be connected.

This standard was victorious over the Moslems at the battle of
El Tiser, or the battle of the bridge, A.D. 634, and was captured by
them two years later at the battle of Kadesir, which the Persians call,
of Armath,and the Moslems, “ the day of succor from the timely arrival
of reinforcements.” To the soldier who captured it thirty thousand

! Brunet’s Regal Armorie,
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pieces of gold was paid by command of Saad, and the jewels with
which it was studded were put with the other booty. In this battle,
which is as famous among the Arabs as Arbela among the Greeks,
thirty thousand Persians are said to have fallen, and seven thousand
Moslems! Thus, after 1434 years’ service, this standard was de-
stroyed.

The Persians also employed a figure of the sun, especially on great
occasions, when the king was present with his forces. Quintus Curtius
mentions the figure of the sun enclosed in crystal, which made a most
splendid appearance above the royal tent. To the present day the
sun continues to divide with the lion the honor of appearing upon
the royal standard of Persia.

Among the ancient sculptures at Persepolis are found other 'speci-
mens of ancient Persian standards. One of these consists of a staff
terminating in a divided ring, and having below a transverse bar,
from which two enormous tassels are suspended. The other consists
of five globular forms on a crossbar. They were doubtless of metal,
and probably had some reference to the heavenly bodies, which were
the ancient objects of worship in Persia. At the present day, the
flag-staff of the Persians terminates in a silver hand.

THE ROMAN STANDARDS.

Romulus, in founding Rome, adopted the image of the she-wolf,
his reputed foster-mother, as well as of his brother Remus. The
Senate of Romulus assumed the eagle of Jupiter, which became the
Roma.n standa.rd with the wolf. In the following ages, the Romans

y s increased their standards to as many as ten differ-
ent badges. 1. The peacock of Junmo. 2. The
boat of Isis. 3. The cock of Mars. 4. The im-
perial elephant. 5. The dragon of Trajan. 6. The
minotaurus of Crete. 7. The horse of Greece.

' 8. The pecus or sheep of Italy. 9 and 10. The
Tbe Devies of Romulus.  ghe.wolf and eagle of Romulus.2

Each legion of the Roman army was divided into ten cohorts, each
cohort into three maniples, each maniple into two centurions; which
would give sixty centurions to a legion, the regular strength of which
was therefore six thousand ; sometimes the number of men in a legion
varied. In the time of Polybius, a legion had but four thousand two
hundred.

! Irving’s Successors of Mahomet. 2 Brunet's Regal Armorie.
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When the army came near a place of encampment, tribunes and
centurions, with proper persons appointed for that service, were sent
to mark out the ground, and assigned to each his proper quarters,
which they did by erecting flags (vexillas) of different colors. The
place for the general’s tent was marked with a white flag.

Each century, or at least each maniple, had its proper standard
and standard-bearer. The standard of a manipulus in the time of
Romulus was a bundle of hay tied to a pole. Afterwards, a spear
with a cross-piece of wood on the top, sometimes the figure of a hand
above, probably in allusion to the word manipulus; and below, a small

round or oval shield, on which were represented the images of war-
like deities, as Mars or Minerva, and in later times of the emperors
or of their favorites. Hence the standards were called numeria legi-
onum, and worshipped with religious adoration. There were also
standards of the cohorts. The standards of the different-divisions of
the army had certain letters inscribed on them, to distinguish the
one from the other. The standard of the cavalry was called vexillum
(a flag or banner), from being a square piece of cloth fixed on the end
of a spear; and C:wsar mentions it as used by the foot, particularly by
the veterans who had served out their time, but under the emperors

~
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were still retained in. the army, and fought in bodies distinct from
the legion, and under a particular standard of their own. Hence these
veterans were called verdlarsi.

In the year 20 B.c, Phraates, the Parthian king, apprehensive
that an attack was meditated upon his dominions, endeavored to avert
it by sending to Augustus the Roman standards and captives that
had been taken from Crassus and Anthony. This present was re-
ceived with the greatest joy, and was extolled as one of the most
glorious events of the emperor’s reign. It was commemorated by
sacrifices and by the erection of a temple in the capitol to Mars, “the
avenger,” in which the standards were deposited.!

To lose the standard was always disgraceful, particularly to the
standard-bearer, and was at times a capital crime. To animate the
soldiers, their standards were sometimes thrown
among the enemy. After a time, a horse, a
bear, and other animals were substituted for
the bundle of hay, open hand, &c. In the sec-
ond year of the consulate of Marius, 87 B.C, a
silver eagle with expanded wings, on the top
of a spear, with the thunderbolt in its claws, the
emblem of Jove, signifying might and power,
with the figure of a small chapel above it, was
assumed as the common standard of the legion;
hence aquila is often put for legion. The place
B oo e e of b for this standard was near the ordinary place of

Goodrich Court. the general, in the centre of the army. When
a general, after having consulted the auspices, determined to lead
forth his troops against the enemy, a red flag was displayed on a
spear from the top of the preetorium, as a signal to prepare for battle.?
The standard of Augustus was a globe, to indicate his conquest of
the globe. Roman standards were also ornamented with dragons and
silver bells, as a trophy, after Trajan’s conquest of the Dacians, A.D.
106, as shown on Trajan’s column. The Etruscans were the first
who adopted the eagle as the symbol of royal power, and bore its
image as a standard at the head of their armies. From the time of
Marius it was the principal emblem of the Roman Republic, and the
only standard of the legions. It was represented with outspread

1 Lynam’s History of the Roman Emperors, vol. i. p. 28. London, 1828.

% Flag-Officer Farragut, when he ordered to pass the forts below New Orleans, April
23, 1881, directed & red lantern should be hoisted as the signal for getting under way ; thus
repesting the old Roman signal for battle, perhaps without ever having heard of it,
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wings, and was usually of silver, till the time of Hadrian, who made
it of gold. The double-headed eagle was in use among the Byzantine
emperors, to indicate their claim to the empire both of the east and
west. From the Roman standard is derived the numerous brood of
white, black, and red eagles, with single or double heads, which are

Roman Imperial Standards.

borne on so many of the standards of modern Europe. The countries
they represent claim to be fragments or descendants of the great
Roman Empire. The changes of the Roman standard marked the
epoch of their conquests, first of the Greeks, then of the barbarians.
The double-headed eagle of Russia marks the marriage of Ivan L
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with a Grecian heiress, the princess of the Eastern empire; and that
of Austria, the investiture of the emperors of Germany with the title
of ‘ Roman Emperor.” The arms of Prussia are distinguished by the
black eagle, and those of Poland bear the white.

The LaBARUM, or imperial standard of Constantine the Great, which
he caused to be made in commemoration of his vision of a shining
. cross in the heavens two miles long, has been described
ZHS as a long pike, surmounted by a golden crown set with
ﬁ% jewels, and intersected by a transverse beam forming a

cross, from which depended a square purple banderole
wrought with the mysterious monogram, at once expres-
sive of the figure of the cross, and the two initial letters
(X and P) of the name of Christ. The purple silken
The Labarum o¢ banner, which hung down from the beam, was adorned

Constantine.  with precious stones, and at first was embroidered with
the images of Constantine, or of the reigning monarch and his children.
Afterwards, the figure or emblem of Christ woven in gold was substi-
tuted, and it bore the motto, “Jn hoc signo vinces,” — “In this sign
thou shalt conquer.” The labarum is engraved on some of the medals
of Constantine with the famous inscription, ENTOT{INIKA. This
banderole, which was about a foot square, judging from the height of
the men carrying the standard on ancient monuments, says Mont-
faucon, “ was adorned with fringes and with precious stones, and had
upon it the figure or emblem of Christ.” Prudentius describes its
glories with poetical fervor, and says, “ Christ woven in jewelled gold
marked the purple labarum ;” also, “that the monogram of Christ was
inscribed on the shields of the soldiers, and that the cross burned on
the crests of helmets.” The illustration given of the labarum is from
a medal of Valentinan?! (o.n. 364-375). It will be noticed there is
no crown on the staff.

A medal of the Emperor Constantine, which represents the banner
of the cross piercing the body of the serpent, and surmounted with the
monogram of Christ, with the motto, “ Spes. Publica,” expresses the
hope of the Christian world from the conversion of the emperor.
Upon the banner which hangs from the cross three circles are dis-
tinctly marked. As all the other objects upon this medallion have
a symbolical meaning, it may be assumed that these three circles
have one.

The labarum is believed to have been the first military standard

1 Appleton's Journal, Dec. 28, 1872.
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emblazoned with the cross. It was preserved for a considerable time,
and brought forward at the head of the armies of the emperor on
important occasions, as the palladium of the empire. With it Con-
stantine advanced to Rome, where he vanquished Maxentius, Oct. 27,
AD. 312

The safety of the labarum was intrusted to fifty guards of approved
valor and fidelity. Their station was marked by honors and emolu-
ments ; and some fortunate accidents soon introduced an opinion that
the guards of the labarum were secure and invulnerable among the
darts of the enemy. In the second civil war, Licinius felt and dreaded
the power of this consecrated banner, the sight of which in battle
animated the soldiers of Constantine with an invincible enthusiasm,
while it scattered terror and dismay through the adverse legions.
Eusebius introduces the labarum before the Italian expedition of
Constantine; but his narrative seems to indicate it was never shown
at the head of an army till Constantine, ten years afterward, declared
himself the enemy of Licinius and the deliverer of the Church. The
Christian emperors who respected the example of Constantine dis-
played in all their military expeditions the standard of the cross;
but when the degenerate successors of Theodosius ceased to appear
at the head of their armies, the labarum was deposited as a venerable
but useless relic in the palace of Constantinople.

The etymology of its name has given rise to many conflicting
opinions. Some derive it from laber; others from the Greek for

: reverence; others from the same, o take ; and others from the
Greek for spoils. A writer in the ¢ Classical Journal’ con-
siders the labarum like S. P. Q. R, a combination of initials
to represent an equal number of terms, and thus L. A. B.
A R. V. M. will stand for Legionum aquile Byzantium
antigud Romd, urbe mutavit. The form of the labarum
and its monogram is preserved as the medal of the Flavian
family.

The hand on the top of the Roman standard was an
ancient symbol of Oriental or Phenician origin. It is found
as & symbol in India and in ancient Mexico. A closed
hand grasping the Koran surmounts the sacred standard of
Mahomet. The present flag-staff of the Persians terminates
in a silver hand.

Ceesar has recorded that when he attempted to land his
Roman forces on the shores of Great Britain, meeting a
warmer reception than was anticipated, considerable hesitation arose

The Hand.

~
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among his troops; but the standard-bearer of the Tenth Legion, with
the Roman eagle in his hand, invoking the gods, plunged into the
waves, called on his comrades to follow him, and do their duty to their
general and to the republic; and so the whole army made good their
landing. )

The bronze or silver eagle of the Roman standards must have
been of small size, not larger than the eagles on the color-poles of
modern colors, since a standard-bearer under Julius Cesar, in cir-
cumstances of danger, wrenched the eagle from its staff, and concealed
it in the folds of his girdle; and the bronze horse preserved in the
collection at Goodrich Court is equally small, as will be seen by the
engraving on a previous page, which represents it as half the dimen-
sions of the original Another figure, used as a standard by the
Romans, was a ball or globe, emblematic of their dominion over the
world.

STANDARDS OF THE TURKS AND MOSLEMS.

TurkiSH AND MOSLEM STANDARDS. — The basarac or sandschaki
sheriff, or cheriff, is a green standard, which was borne by Mahomet,
and, being believed by his devout followers to have been brought
down from heaven by the Angel Gabriel, is preserved with the great-
est veneration. It is enveloped in four coverings of green taffeta en-
closed in a case of green cloth. It is only on occasions of extreme
danger that this sacred symbol is brought from its place of deposit. It
was formerly kept in the imperial treasury at Constantinople, but, lat-
terly, deposited in the mosque of Ayyub, where the sultans at their
investiture are guarded with the sword of the caliphate. In the
event of rebellion or war, it is obligatory upon the Sultan to order
the mullahs to display the banner before the people and to pro-
claim the Iihad, or holy war, exhorting them to be faithful to
their religion, and to defend the empire with their lives. The usual
address is as follows: “This is the prophet's banner; this is the
standard of the caliphate. It is planted before you and unfurled
over your heads, O true believers, to announce to you that your re-
ligion is threatened, your calipbate in peril, and your lives, your
women and children and property, in danger of becoming a prey to
cruel enemies! Any Moslem, therefore, who refuses to take up arms
and follow this holy Bairak is an infidel amenable to death.” Accord-
ing to another account, it is carefully preserved in the seraglio, in
a case built into the wall on the right-hand side as you enter the
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chamber in which is the grand seignior's summer-bed. The standard
is twelve feet high, and the golden ornament, a closed hand, which
surmounts it, holds
a copy of the Koran
written by the Ca-
liph Osman III °
In times of peace
this banner is
guarded in the hall
of the Noble Vesti-
ment, as the dress
which was worn by
the prophet is
styled. 1In the
same hall are pre-
served the sacred
teeth, the holy
beard, the sacred
stirrup, the sabre,
and the bow of
Mahomet.! Every
time this standard
is displayed, by a
custom which has
become law, all who
have attained the
age of seventeen
who profess the
Mahometan faith
are obliged to take
up arms, those who
refuse being re-
garded as infidels

The Doseh.?

1 An English author, Mr. Thornton, has published, in his work on Turkey, copious
details relating to this standard, which the Turks, who hold it in the highest veneration,
believe to be the original Mahomet's standard from the temple of Mecca, —a delusion
carefully nursed by their modern rulers, though history describes many standards of
various colors which have served in its place, the original of which was white, then black,
and lastly of green silk.

2 Suspecting the above cut was an exaggeration of this Turkish ceremony, I wrote the
the Rev. Cyrus Hamlin, D.D., President of the Bangor Theological Seminary, and long a
resident of Constantinople, who, under date Feb. 24, 1879, replied, ‘‘ The engraving is an
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unworthy the title of Mussulmans, or True Believers. The unfurling
of this standard is supposed to insure success to the Ottoman arms;
and despite the many tarnishes its honor has suffered, the Turks con-
tinue to rally around it with implicit belief in its sanctity. So jeal-
ously is it watched over, that none but emirs may touch it, emirs are
its guard, the chief of the emirs is alone privileged to carry it, and
Mussulmans are alone permitted to.see this holy trophy, which,
touched by other hands, would be defiled, and if seen in other hands,
profaned. The ceremony of presenting the banner is called alay,
a Turkish word signifying triumph. The ceremonies consist of an
open-air masquerade. All the trades, professions, and occupations
of the inhabitants, seated in gaudy carriages, are represented and
paraded in front of the assembled army, each trade performing in
dumb show the manual operations of its art: the carpenter pretends
to saw, the ploughman to drive his oxen, and the smith to wield his
hammer. After these have passed, the sandschaki cheriff is brought
out with great veneration from the seraglio, and solemnly carried
along and presented to the army.! The blessed banner, having thus
been presented to the adoring eyes of the true believers, is carried back
to its depository ; and the troops, inspired with confidence and victory,
set forth on their march to death and glory. The observance of this
ceremony in the war between Turkey and Russia in 1768 was the
occasion of frightful outrages upon the Christians. So long a period
had elapsed since its last presentation, that much of the sanctity
of the occasion had been forgotten, and the Christians, expressing a
wish to observe the ceremony, found the Turks ready and eager to
let windows and house-tops at high prices to the unbelievers, who
accordingly mustered strong on the line of the procession to gratify
their curiosity. A few minutes, howevér, before the starting of the
banner, an emir appeared in the streets, crying: “Let no infidel dare
to profane with his presence the holy standard of the prophet; and

exaggerated representation of the Doseh ceremony. When the sacred standard is brought
out, a scene is witnessed which no doubt resembles that represented in the wood-cut. The
believers crowd all the narrow streets where it passes. They fall down before it, but not
in this extended, stretched-out manner. It is the regular worship prostration; their
heads do not often come very near the horse's feet. Some of the excessively devout may
throw themselves before the horse, but the trained, intelligent Arabian would no more tread
upon them than a mother would tread upon her child. But of such a scene of universal
worship and prostration, it is a very moderate stretch of the Greek fancy and fidelity to
represent the horse and his attendants as travelling upon a compact pavement of living
believers. Were there no greater exaggerations than this about Oriental affairs, one-half
of our supposed knowledge of the East would be disposed of.”
1 Dictionary of Useful Knowledge.
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let every Mussulman, if he sees an unbeliever, instantly make it
‘known, on pain of punishment.” .At this a sudden madness seized
-upon the people, and those who had let their premises to the greatest
advantage became the most furious in their bigoted zeal, rushing
samong the amazed Christians, and with blows and furious violence
tearing them from their houses, and casting them into the streets
among the infuriated soldiery. No respect was paid to age, sex, or
condition. Women in the last stages of maternity were dragged about
by the hair, and treated with atrocious outrage. Every description
of insult, barbarity, and torture was inflicted upon the unoffending
Christians, the usual gravity of the Turk having on the instant given
way to a fanaticism more in accordance with fiends than men. The
whole city, as one man, was seized with the same furor; and if a victim
managed to escape from one band of miscreants, he was certain to fall
into the hands of others equally savage and remorseless.?

According to another account, this sacred standard of Mahomet
is not green, but black; and was instituted in contradistinction to
the great white banner of the Koraishites, as well as from the appella-
tion okab (black eagle), which the prophet bestowed upon it. Maho-
met's earliest standard was the white cloth forming the turban which
he captured from Boreide. He subsequently adopted for his distin-
guishing banner the sable curtain which hung before the chamber
of his wife Ayesha, and it is this standard which is said to be so
sacredly preserved and so jealously guarded from infidel sight. It
descended first to the followers of Omar, at Damascus, thence to
the Abassides, at Bagdad and- Cairo, from whom it fell to the share
of the bloodhound Selim I, and subsequently found its way into
Europe under Amurath III. The device upon it is “Nasrum min
Allah, — “ The help of God.”

Besides their sacred standard, the Turks have the sanjak, which is a
red banner; the alem, a broad standard ; and the Zugh, consisting of
one, two, or more horse-tails, the number varying with the rank of the
person who bears it.

The title of ‘ pacha’ is merely a personal one, denoting the official
aristocracy, civil and military, of the Ottoman Empire, and is de-
rived from two Persian words, signifying “ the foot of the king” In
former times, when the chief territorial divisions were called ‘sanjaks,’
ruled over by beys, the larger sanjaks, or two or more smaller ones,
were put under & pacha, and called ‘pachaliks’ The military governors
of provinces, who were only subordinate to the grand vizier, were

1 Baron Tolt's Memoirs of the Turks and Tartars. Two vols. 1785.
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styled ‘beylerbeys,’ or ‘bey of beys” European Turkey was divided
into two beylerbeyliks,— Roumelia and Bosnia ; the latter included
Servia, Croatia, and Herzegovina. Constantinople and Wallachia and
Moldavia were not included in any of these jurisdictions. The archi-
pelago was under the capitan pacha. The pachas consisted of three
classes, and were distinguished by the number of horse-tails borne
before them as standards, —a custom brought from Tartary, said to
have originated with some chief, who, having lost his standard, cut
off his horse’s tail and displayed it as a substitute. The governors
of the larger districts were viziers, by virtue of office. Their insignia
were the alem, a broad standard, the pole of which was surmounted
by a crescent ; the fugh, of three horse-tails, artificially plaited; one
sanjak, or green standard, similar to that of the prophet; and two
large ensigns, called bairak. Other pachas had but two tails, with the
other insignia. A bey had only one, together with one standard.
The sultan’s standard counts seven horse-tails, and the famous Ali
Pacha, of Janina, arrogated to himself no less than thirteen. At the
present day all this is much modified.

In the time of Omar, the General Mesiera Ibu Mesroud was given
a black flag, inscribed “ There i3 no God but God. Mahomet is the Mes-
senger of God.” 1

At the battle of Yermouk, Abu Obeidah, a Moslem general, erected
for his standard a yellow flag given him by Abu Beker, Mahomet's
immediate suecessor, being the same which Mahomet had displayed
in the battle of Khaibab. One of Mahomet’s standards was a black
eagle? When Monwyah rebelled against Ali, the bloody garment
of Othman was raised in the mosque at Damascus as the standard of
rebellion.

The crescent standard, which has been set against the cross in so
many battle-fields, representing the opposing force of Mahometan-
ism, had its origin in the simple circumstance that the ancient city of
Byzantium was saved from falling into the hands of Philip of Mace-
don, from the approach of his army being betrayed to the inhabitants
by the light of the moon. In consequence, they adopted the crescent,
which the Turks, when the place came into their possession, found
everywhere as an emblem, and retained, believing it to be of good
omen; probably in its meaning they saw a promise of increasing
power3 The origin of the crescent as a religious emblem is as old,
certainly, as Diana; in fact, the very beginning of history.

1 Burkhardt's Notes on the Bedouins. 2 Irving's Successors of Mahomet.

8 Appleton’s Journal,
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The standard with the star and crescent upon it was first hoisted
by Mahomet II., after the capture of Constantinople, A.D. 1453. Prior
to that event the sign was very common on the arms of English
knights and esquires, but fell into disuse when it became the device
of the Mahometans. The history of the device belongs to the Grecian,
if not the more extensive, sphere of the Aryan mythology.!

At the commencement of the recent Russo-Turkish war, the sultan,
in his dire need of help, resolved to call for volunteers, and arouse the
loyal of Stamboul to arms, and that the aid of the Christian inhabit-
ants should be asked. Thus for the first time in Moslem history a
crimson banner, emblazoned with the cross and crescent, the symbols
of two antagonistic religions, was paraded through the streets of Con-
stantinople. It was heralded by weird playing upon pipes and the
monotonous note of & drum. There came
first, pressing through the throng, a youth,
whose quietest movements were those of
a maniac. In his hands gleamed two
long scimitars, on his head was the green
turban which denoted his descent from
the prophet; and as the noise of the mu-
sicians rose, he kept time and rhythm
with head, hands, and feet; now turning
round, and now jumping; now writhing

The Cross and Crescent united, 1876. g3 though in direful agony; and then,
with a glance toward heaven, as though delivering an earnest peti-
tion, bending his head to the dust, and prostrating himself on the
ground. Behind him were the reeds and the drum; in the rear
marched a standard-bearer, and in his hands was borne aloft the flag
which bore the emblems of the crescent and the cross. At sight of
the lad the bystanders turned pale with excitement, and every minute
some one, enchanted by the rough melody and the dancer, fell silently
into the procession which followed the banner. A strange cortége,
truly : Softas, Armenians, Old and New Turks, Greeks, and Roman
Catholics, some with fez and others in turban, some with straw hats and
others with bare heads, — all following the lead of the frantic youth.
And when the air grew livelier, or his gyrations more rapid, when he
raised his own voice and gave a loud cry of anguish, knives, pistols,
sticks, swords, were lifted high in the air or flourished round by those
more moved than the rest. When was such a spectacle ever beheld
before in the city of the sultan, under the very shadow of the great

1 Notes and Queries, 4th series, vol. viii., 1870, p. 405.
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mosque of St. Sophia? The device was successful, and band after
band was forwarded to the seat of war.l

The great standard won by the King of Poland from the infidels
in 1683, at Kalemberg, was about eight feet in breadth, rounded at
the fly, and of a green and crimson stuff, of silk and gold tissue
mixed, bearing a device in arabesque characters signifying, “ There is
no God but God, and Mahomet is his Prophet.” The ball on the top
of the staff, about the size of & man’s joined fists, was of brass gilt.
This standard was presented by the King of Poland to the Pope, who
caused it to be suspended from the roof of St. Peter’s, by the side of
another standard taken from the infidels at the battle of Ohotzen.
Irving, in his ‘ Life of Mahomet,’ says that the general always carried
the standard into battle.

The pirates of Algiers and of the coast of Barbary are the only
people who ever bore an hexagonal flag or standard. Theirs was a
red flag with a Moorish head coifed with its turban, &e., designed as
. the portrait of Hali, the son-in-law of Mahomet, who ordered his
effigy expressed on the standards of his followers, believing that the
bare sight of his image would carry undoubted victory over the Chris-
tians. This device was remarkable, as the Koran forbids the making
of any image or representation of any man; for they who make it will
be obliged at the day of judgment to find souls for them, or be them-
selves damned. This superstition has been so modified, that Muley
Abbas, the brother of the Emperor of Morocco, in 1863, sat for his
photograph ; and the sultan has allowed his portrait to be painted, at
the request of the foreign ambassadors to his court.

The fashion of pointed or triangular flags came from the Mahom-
etan Arabs or Saracens, upon their seizure of Spain, A.D. 712, before
which time all the ensigns of war were square, and extended on
cross-pieces of wood or yards like church banners, on which account
they were called vexilla.

SLAVONIC STANDARDS AND ENSIGNS.—DRAGON
STANDARDS.

THE BANNERS AND NATIONAL CoLoRS oF PoranD, &c.— In our
research concerning religious and military ensigns, standards, and flags,
one family, the Slavonic, mighty in renown, has disappointed our ex-
ertions. Greek writers knew them by no name that can be brought
home, and the Romans felt them more than they have described them.

1 Cor. London Telegraph, July 18, 1876.
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It is a question whether they were in full or at all included in the
denomination of ‘Scythians’ The military achievements of the Ja-
zyges, Dacians, Sarmatians, and other of the Slavonic race of later
date, we find on Roman bass-reliefs of Roman triumphs over these bar-
barians. The civilized and sedentary nations have always shown the
most anxiety to commemorate victories over enemies they could not
subdue. The victories of Thosmes II. and IIL, and of Sesostris, over
nations probably of Slavonic stock, painted on the walls of Thebes,
are of this description. The columns of Trajan and Antonine show
the Slavonic cavalry, and representations of the ensigns which those
riding and migratory nations adopted for carrying on horseback, before
the stirrup was invented. In China, Japan, and Tartary, west of
Germany, dragon-shaped symbols, resolvable into some sort of flag,
were adopted as military ensigns from the earliest age. In ancient
times, the Southern and Western nations had effigy standards of
statues or sculptured objects without cloth beneath them, or, at most,
a knotted shawl or cloth. These dragon standards consisted of a
metal or wooden head, representing the figure of a dragon, with the
mouth open, and were perforated at the neck, to which a long bag,
in the shape of a serpent, was fastened; the lower jaw was bored
through, for the purpose of receiving the point of a spindle, whereon
it turned according to the wind, which, blowing in at the open mouth,
dilated the pendulous bag, giving it the appearance of a twisting snake.
There were instances when tow and burning materials were placed in
the mouth, to give the dragon an appearance of breathing fire. Indi-
cations of this practice occur in early Chinese works, and in the
Tartar armies that invaded Europe. In the Teutonic armies, a dragon
standard belonged to about every thousand men. In a letter, the
Emperor Marcus Aurelius states his camp is invested by a German
force of seventy-four dragons, forming an army of seventy-nine thou-
sand men. When this form of ensign, adopted over so vast a terri-
tory, was so long in use, and so multiplied, it is evident, in order that
friend and foe might discriminate each from other, that differences of
form, color, and ornament must have been resorted to. Black, golden,
and silver dragons were common in the far East. White, red, and
green were more general colors among the Celte; and the last was
held in high respect by the Scandinavians. Slavonic nations caused
their dragons to appear in that color, or introduced it in stripes, bands,
or additional ribbons. All these modifications can be traced on the
dragon ensigns of the Sarmatians and Daci of the Trajan column at
Rome.
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As the Slavonic nations numbered many pagan tribes among them,
to the middle of the thirteenth century, the solar worship typified by
Thor, or the Bull God, originated effigies of the bull, his head, skull,
or horns, as national ensigns ; others adopted the skull or figure of the
horse. The Moxian’s national ensign was a horse-skin. The skull of
a horse, with the tail hung behind it, was borne in the religious pro-
cessions of the Rugii, and was known in Sweden as an attribute of
Odin. There was-a tribe of Bielsk which had for a standard a white
bear-skin; another carried a pair of urus’ horns; the Ostii, the head
of a wild boar. The Jazyges carried horse-tails. All these ensigns
preceded Christianity in Poland. When Ringold, 1237, assembled
the Poles, Lithuanians, and Samogitians to oppose the Tahtan Bati,
each tribe received an ensign, made for the occasion, of red or black
cloth, secured like a vexillum. In Poland, a black flag was the par-
ticular distinction of the court, the palace, and the royal person: it
may be that this color was connected with the assertion of André
Barden, that several Sarmatian tribes “portaient dans leurs banniéres
Timage de la mort” The Cossacks, when they shook off the religious
oppression which King Vladislaus VII. wanted to fix upon them, had on
their ensigns no emblazonment, but only invocations and imprecations.

‘When serfship was introduced, about the tenth or eleventh century,
all tribal symbols disappeared, or were appropriated by the nobles,
who then began to imitate the fendal inventions of Western Europe.

Stephen the Saint, King of the Magyars, received a white patri-
archal cross from the Pope, which was carried on the top of a pole as
a standard, and had a guard instituted to surround it. From that time,
eagles’ or herons’ wings, the ancient ensigns of the Huns or of the
Onoguro, were left to adorn the lances of private warriors. Attila is
said to have carried a hawk for his standard.

In Constantinople there was a monkish order ! which wore a green
habit and a scarlet mantle, with a patriarchal yellow or blue cross
on the breast. This order spread westward, and constituted the
guard of St. Stephen’s cross in Hungary. When Hedwega united
Lithuania with Poland by her marriage with the Duke Jagillon in
the fourteenth century, his national standard, a mounted warrior, in
token of his conversion to Christianity, received in addition this cross
on the shield of the horseman. It remained, however, a distinct ban-
ner in the Polish armies, — a double white cross bordered with gold,
borne in a blue field. There is a legend that this cross was placed
on the shield to commemorate a victory over the Teutonic knights.

1 The Fratres Constantinopolitani.
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A white eagle on a red ground was the cognizance of the kingdom
of Poland in the eleventh century, and is coeval with the numerous
eagles of the German Empire, originally all single-headed. Lipsius
has & cut of one having two heads with wings displayed, as in modern
heraldry, which he copied from the Theodosian column.

The Polish silver eagle on a red ground is of the same age as the
golden eagle on a red field, the imperial ensign of the house of Saxony,
and long impaled with the gold and sable bars traversed with a bend
of green rue. Silesia, Moravia, and Prussia assumed eagles differenced
in their structures or by particular marks on their breast. We have
no knowledge when the two-headed eagle was assumed by Russia,
but the mounted horseman of the Muscovites may be the original
type of the Lithuanian ensign. In Western Europe at the time of
the first crusade, and among the Moslems at the same date, standards
and ensigns were generally without charge or symbolic figures, unless
it were the cross, which, whenever it occurs, was always an imitation
of the cross mark, standing for the sign-manual of the person whose
ensign it was. Thus, in England, the crosses on rough Saxon coins,
commonly called ‘sciatta,’ are the mark of the sign-manual of the sov-
ereign who caused them to be struck, and also the cross which he
placed upon his banner; for in several it is represented in a flag upon
the coins themselves.

The black ensign of Poland, derived or imitated from the Tahtar
standards, was older than the white eagle, or white cross on a blue
field of the Gonesa, as the latter banner was called. It may have been
plain, or marked with a skeleton l'image de la mort, and later with
the cross or sign-manual of the reigning prince, until, diminishing in
consideration, the St. Stephen’s patriarchal cross became the religious
ensign. The arrow, consecrated by the blood of the martyr St. Sebas-
tian, which formed part of the royal sceptre of Poland, may have had

its symbolical figures on a banner. The name of Gonesa, given to the
banner which united the devices of Lithuania and Poland, we find
nowhere explained.

When the white eagle and horseman became national, other sym-
bols were appropriated by the provinces. A list of the ensigns of
the western Slavonic nations in the British Museum shows that the
armorial ensigns of the provinces was borne on the breast of the white
eagle, recognizing the allegiance of the provinces to the national
standard.!

In a curious plan of the battle of Praga, near Warsaw, A.D. 1656,

1 United Service Magazine, October, 1844.
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there is in the foreground a representation by a Swedish artist of the
Polish standards surrendered to Charles X., of Sweden, nearly all of
which bear the symbols and distinctions of the great nobles.!

A custom among the Poles of bearing military signs attached
to the backs of warriors deserves attention, because it is of Mon-
golic origin, and can be traced even to Mexico? The western Sla-
vonians appear to have copied the custom from the Tahtars, who
often bore a slight staff with a flag or bundle of feathers secured by
straps in a scabbard between the shoulders. There exist copperplate
etchings of these horsemen. In Poland, as late as the reign of John
Sobieski, outspread wings of swans and eagles appear to have beed
secured to the backs of knights. A body of warriors thus equipped
figured in a magnificent charge, when that hero relieved Vienna, and
a similar device was attached to each side of the back of the saddles
of the nobles at the surrender of Praga. This was in part of metal,
and produced in galloping a crashing mnoise, designed to increase the
terror of horses opposed to them, who encountered at the same mo-
ment the bewildering flutter of the small flags on the lances, which
are still retained by modern uhlans, hussars, lancers, &c. In the mag-
nificent Hall of Armor in Vienna is preserved the famous horse-tail
standard of John Sobieski, who rolled back the tide of Moslem in-
vasion.!

A fac-simile of the standard of ancient Poland, under which Sobieski
defeated the Turks in 1673, was made in Philadelphia for the Polish
association in 1863, and in 1876 was deposited in the National Museum
at Independence Hall, Philadelphia.?

CHINESE, JAPANESE, JAVANESE, AND EAST INDIAN
STANDARDS.

CHINESE SYMBOLS AND STANDARDS. — At the departure of the chil-
dren of Israel from Egypt, China was seven hundred years old, and
when Isaiah prophesied of her, she had existed fifteen centuries. She
has seen the rise and decline of Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and
Rome, but remains a solitary and wonderful monument of patriarchal
time, with a population which, roughly estimated, establishes the fact
that every third person who lives upon this earth, or is buried in it, is
a Chinese.

1 United Service Journal, October, 1844.
2 See Prescott’s Conquest of Mexico, and Mexican Standards in this volume,
® American newspaper.
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According to Chinese cosmogony, Poankon, at the formation of the
world, was the first man born from Chinese soil or clay. In his age
the earth was inhabited by huge animals of greater size than the whale.
Among these bulky monsters was a dragon, sovereign of the air by
its wings, and, as a serpent, monarch of the earth by its swiftness. It
preyed upon human flesh, was worshipped as a malevolent spirit, and
human victims were immolated to appease its voracity.

Tien Hoang, a prince and legislator of China, abolished human sac-
rifices, together with the adoration of the dragon; but its idol was
preserved in the temples, and exhibited on the
standard of the Chinese princes. In the following
age, Tien Hoang was reported to have destroyed
the dragon, and was depicted as killing the mon-
ster,! just as St. George has been painted in modern
times.

iz Hoang dud the The type of the dragon is probably the sea-

Dragon. serpent or boa-constrictor, though the researches
of geology have brought to light such a counterpart of ‘the lung’ of
the Chinese in the ignanodon as to make it probable it may have been
its prototype.

According to the Chinese, there are three dragons; viz., the lung in
the sky, the /7 in the sea, and Odan in the marshes. But the first
is the only authentic one, and has the head of a camel, the horns
of the deer, eyes of a rabbit, ears of a cow, neck of a snake, belly of
a frog, scales of a carp, claws of & hawk, and the palms of a tiger.
On each side of the mouth are whiskers, and its head contains a bright
pear], its breath is sometimes changed into water and sometimes into
fire, and its voice is like the jingling of copper pans.!

The dragon is allowed to be worn by Chinese noblemen or man-
darins and vassals of the empire in various colors and postures, to
distinguish families, accompanied by emblematical flowers, silk knots,
and peacock’s feathers; but it is forbidden, under penalty of death,
to have more than four claws to each foot, in order to distinguish the
imperial dragon, which has five claws.?

The word ‘dragon,’ in Greek, signifies & looker-on, or a watcher who
guards an entrance. Most of the Oriental cities of old bore on their
fortified gates the effigy of a dragon.

The exalted conception the Chinese entertain of the dragon has
caused the name to symbolize the dignity and supremacy of the Chi-
nese emperor. He is spoken of as seated on the dragon throne; to see

1 Williams's Middle Kingdom. 2 Brunet's Regal Armorie.

b
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him is to see the dragon’s face ; his standard is the dragon; and the
coat of arms embroidered on the breasts and back of his followers is
a dragon. This monster is not regarded by the Chinese as a fabulous
animal, but as a real existence, or rather as a power of nature pervad-
ing the air and ocean and earth, seen, perhaps, in water-spouts and
clouds and bursting fountains.!

IMPERIAL STANDARD OF CHINA. — The standard of the Emperor of
China is of yellow satin with a red border, on which is worked a gold
embroidered dragon. The fly is four feet in length by fourteen inches
in breadth, and its edges are serrated or fringed. The Chinese char-
acters on it simply signify ‘emperor’ The standard pole is about
eight feet in length.

The standard of the empress is of the same size, shape, device, and
material as that of the emperor, but it is all yellow, having no colored
border. The inscription on this flag signifies ‘empress.”

The standard of the empress-dowager is the same as the pre-
ceding, but made of white satin on which is worked a golden
dragon. ’

The national flag, announced as such in 1872 to all foreign min-
isters, superintendents of trade, and foreign officials, is triangular in
shape, and of deep yellow bunting, with a blue dragon with a green
head snapping at a red pearl or ball in its centre. It is worn by
Chinese war vessels and custom-house cruisers. Another Chinese
flag is square, and red, blazoned with two blue fishes, for which of
late a white ball has been substituted.

Whenever the governor-general starts on a warlike expedition, he
must worship his flag. Whenever he sends any high military officer
to fight the enemy, and whenever any high military officer is about
to proceed to battle, the flag of his division or brigade must be
worshipped. The worship is often performed on the public parade-
ground in the suburbs, near the south gate of the city. The viceroy,
or governor-general, sometimes chooses to sacrifice to the flag on his
own parade-ground connected with his gamuns. The time usually
selected is daylight, or a little later. However, the day, hour, and
minute are fixed by a fortune-teller. Oftentimes high officials,
civil and military, connected with the government, are present. It

1 Letter, S. Wells Williams, LL.D., Dec. 3, 1879. For further account of the dragon,
see Chinese Repository, vol. vii. In Chinese books the ancient Chinese flags are often
figured. ¢Mémoires concernant les Chinois,’ printed last century in Paris, has a plate of
three or four styles of military flags.
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is necessary that all the officers who are to accompany the expe-
dition should witness the ceremony and take part in it. The same
is true of the soldiers who are to.be sent away, or are to engage
in the fight. In the centre of the arena is placed a table having
upon it two candles, one censer, and several cups of wine. The
candles are lighted. An officer, kneeling, holds the large flag by
its staff near the table. The officer who is to command the expedi-
tion, standing before the table and the flag, receives three sticks of
lighted incense from the master of the ceremony, which he rever-
ently places in the censer arranged between the candles. He then
kneels on the ground, and bows his head three times. Some wine
taken from the table is handed him while on his knees, which he
pours on the ground. Then a cup of wine is dashed upon the flag,
and the professor cries out, “ Unfurl the flag, victory is obtained ; the
cavalry advancing, soon it is perfected.” The whole company of
officers and soldiers who had knelt and bowed their heads now rise
up with a shout, and commence their march for the scene of action
or appointed rendezvous.!

In 1854, the writer, while in command of the United States chartered
steamer Queen, a little vessel of 137 tons, mounting four iron 4-pound-
ers and a 12-pounder brass boat-howitzer, the latter loaned from the
United States ship Macedonian, participated in an expedition — Eng-
lish, American, and Portuguese (guided by & Chinese admiral’s junk) —
against the piratical strongholds at Tyho and Kulan, which resulted
in the complete destruction of the piratical fleet and batteries. As
one of the fruits of this expedition, he forwarded to the Navy Depart-
ment at Washington twelve flags taken by his force from the pirate’s
junks and batteries. These are believed to be the first flags ever
captured from the Chinese by our arms. One of these trophies, a
large white cotton flag, was inscribed in bold Chinese characters,
“The flag of Lue-ming-suy-ming of the Hong-shing-tong company,
chief of the sea squadron,” and “that he takes from the rich and not
Jrom the poor, and that his flag can fly anywhere.” The inscriptions
on another large triangular flag were written with blood, and, trans-
lated, read, viz.: No. 1. “ The band of Triads” No.2. “ May the Man-
choos be overthrown and the Mings restored.” No. 3. “Shou,” the
name of one of the five originators of the Triad society. No. 4. « Let
the seas be like oil swept of our foes” or, “We the Triads spring up in
every quarter” No. 5. On the fly, or extreme end of the flag, is a
character which signifies “ Victory.” From these inscriptions it would

1 Doolittle's Social Life of the Chinese,
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seem that this pirate was a rebel from the Mandarin or Manchoo
authority, and a Triad!

Rear-Admiral John Rodgers, in 1871, forwarded to the Navy De-
partment at Washington twenty-one standards and pennants, together
with four staffs from which the colors have been torn, — all of which
were captured by the Naval Expedition to the Corea. The Secretary
of the Navy forwarded them to the Naval Academy at Annapolis, to
be deposited there with other trophies.

These banners present every variety of color and design, but still
indicate some method and arrangement. The flag of the commanding
general and those of the principal officers are of flowered silk, and
those of the subordinate officers of cottonm, the latter closely woven.
The staffs are alike, from six to eight feet long, and shod at the
foot with iron, that they may be driven into the ground. The head
of each staff is ornamented with carved wood, painted in brilliant
colors, and capped by a rim of brass. The middle of each staff is
painted with a series of white and black rings, which, according to
their number, seem to indicate some rank or station. The staves of
the flags representing superior officers are surmounted by a bunch of
pheasant’s feathers, those of a lesser rank by a flat piece of iron fanci-
fully cat, and others have no mounting. The flags generally are a
square of one color, surrounded by a border of another color. A few
smaller, and which appear to be inferior, flags have two equal stripes
of different colors. The interior squares of the superior flags bear
representations of flying dragons, flying serpents, turtles, &c., printed
in brilliant colors, and well drawn. The flag of the Corean com-
manding general is of fine yellow silk, with a figure representing a
tiger rampant, and is surrounded by a border of green silk. Flag
No. 2 is of plain blue silk bound with black, with a representation
of a flying turtle. It is badly torn by shell and bullets. No. 3 is
of yellow silk trimmed with brown ; to its centre are sewed two card-
boards with hieroglyphics covered with silk. No. 4 is similar to
No. 3, but of plain light blue silk. No. 5 is of yellow silk, bound
with pale red silk, and bears the representation of a flying serpent.
This flag is much torn by bullets. The remaining flags are of cotton
dyed in various colors. One has a Corean inscription, signifying it is
“The flag of the squad captain of the rear battalion of the regiment.”
Another has a representation of an officer on horseback ; another, of
a flying serpent; another has a turtle; several are blood-stained.
Accompanying the flags are four pennants of silk and cotton of vari-

1 These inscriptions were interpreted by 8. Wells Williams.
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ous colors, printed with curious devices. Specimens of Corean spears,
with little flags attached, resembling guydons, were also received at
the Navy Department.

At the United States Legation at Pekin there is a banner obtained
at Fort McKee, an oblong cotton flag, blazoned with a winged tiger
in red, having flames around it. Winged animals or men are almost
unknown in China and Japan, and Dr. S. Wells Williams informs me
he could learn nothing about the meaning of this flag. On the 11th
of September, 1878, a red-dragon flag was hoisted for the first time
at the Chinese consulate at Nagasaki, Japan, and the day was one of
festivity and rejoicing among the Chinese.

The Chinese had no national flag until their intercourse with
foreign nations, since the treaties of 1858 and the residence of foreign
ministers at Pekin, showed the government the necessity of adopt-
ing an ensign for their ships of war and merchantmen which would
be recognized by other nations on the high seas, and serve to distin-
guish honest traders along the coast from piratical craft. It was
made known to foreign ministers in a despatch of Oct. 22, 1862,
and hes gradually come to be used by all Chinese vessels and junks,
if their owners or masters care to go to the expense, but is mostly
hoisted on the foreign rigged and owned vessels. The government
vessels in China have also had their flags to distinguish them. But
a new regulation has been made, requiring a dragon flag triangular
in shape, ten feet broad at its base for largest, and seven or eight feet
for smaller vessels; length according to taste; the field yellow, with
a dragon painted on it with head erect. Previous to its date, the
imperial flag with a dragon was confined, under certain circumstances,
to the land forces and to the guard of the emperor. The war junks
usually hoisted yellow flags containing the full titles of the officer in
command, and the junks bore distinctive banners, to mark their place
or rank in the squadron. Every commander along the coast, from
Ninchwang to Hainan, had a different flag, and none had blazonry of
any kind. The ground was not always yellow, certain ranks having

“a white ground ; the scalloped border, if used, was also of different
colors.

The present army of China is divided into bannermen, which
have eight corps, recognized by different flags, and the green-banner
army, which constitutes the largest part of the paid forces. The flags
of the bannermen are triangular, — plain yellow, white, red, or blue
for the left wing, and the same with a colored border for the right
wing. The uniform of the soldier shows by its color and facings the
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banner which each man belongs to. The banners of both the army
and navy have the official titles of the general or commander painted
on them.

In the provinces, the Governor-general (Tsung-tuh) has command
of all the green-banner (Luh-ying) army in his jurisdiction, and their
disposal is in his hands. The Mantchoo force belonging to the eight
banners is under the orders of an especial commandant, responsible
directly to Pekin. A triangular plain green flag indicates the general
army ; the facings of the uniforms generally indicate the corps. It
is probable that the use of the national flag, adopted in 1862, will
gradually extend to the army raised in the provinces. The usage of
restricting the disposition of regiments and divisions to the province
in which they have been raised has tended to neutralize national
pride among the soldiers.

In ancient times, the form, blazonry, and material of flags used by
the sovereign, feudal princes, generals, and officials of every grade,
was directed by special regulations, and continues to influence their
use. ‘

The “dragon flag” is usually regarded by the Chinese as indicating
the person, the envoy, the property, or the special cognizance of the
monarch, distinguished from the ordinary department or officers of his
government ; the latter are known more by the yellow color of the
flag than the dragon.!

Private trading-junks adopt any flag they please, always except-
ing the prohibited ones, and consequently often adorn the masts with
many and variously shaped pennons, signals, and flags, including some
more religious than commercial, intended to secure the protection of
the gods on the voyage. The difficulty of recognizing honest from
piratical vessels along the coast has ofttimes led to the destruction of
the former by foreign vessels of war; for, as they usually go armed,
and their officers and men could speak no English or other foreign
language and ascertain the truth of matters, they were led to return
the fire of their assailants, In the despatch announcing the adoption
of the present flag, Prince Kung extends its use to foreign-built as
well as to all native-built vessels. '

The members of the imperial family are allowed to use the dragon
embroidered on their robes, and to carry flags or pennons on their car-
riages, tents, or elsewhere. The empress distinguishes hers by a plain
yellow flag, and the empress-dowager by a white flag, indicating her

1 Chinese Repository, vol. vii. p. 258.
% See American Diplomatic Correspondence for 1863, part iii. pp. 848-868.
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widowhood. The emperor’s is a yellow flag with a fringed red bor-
der, and is similar to the yellow banner of the Mantchoos. All these
are emblazoned with the dragon.!

JAPANESE STANDARDS. — The old imperial standard of the Japanese,
in their opinion, was something sublime and sacred, and only when
assured that it would be treated with respect would they allow a
drawing to be made of it.

Its threefold device symbolized several things. The triple lobes
represent Sin-to-ism, the religion of the Kamis, Buddhism, and Con-
fucism. They also symbolized the three annual
and three monthly festivals: 1st, The great New
Year, which lasts a month; 2d, the feast of
spring, held the third day of the third month,
or that of the flowers and young maidens; and,
3d, the feast of neighbors, in the “wont go
home until morning ” style. The three monthly
Old Imperial Standard and ~ Japanese festivals are: 1st, The day of the new

Aruas of Japan. moon; 2d, the day of the full moon; 3d, the
eve of the new moon. The colors of this standard were white and
purple.

Recently, the Emperor, or Tenio, has adopted the chrysanthemum
for his emblem, having for supporters a dragon and phenix, typify-
ing power and the reign of virtue, dis-
played on a round shield. The chrys-
anthemum, with sixteen petals, is used
for outside imperial government busi-
ness.

Another imperial device, the per-
sonal crest of the mikado, is the Aire
(Paulownia imperialis), used for pal-
ace matters personal to the emperor.

It is remarkable that in Japan a

' serpent is considered the vilest of
Tmperial Arms of Japan, 150. animals, but a dragon is thought to be

of high birth and of great importance, the symbol of power and the
badge of royalty.

The phenix is an omen of prosperity and felicity, and is thought to
have appeared at different times to signalize the coming of virtuous
rulers, and reascending to heaven after the performance of wonderful

1 Communicated by S. Wells Williams, LL.D.
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works. A representation of this bird was formerly carried before the
mikado whenever he made a journey.

All the nobles of Japan have a device or coat of arms, which
is blazoned on their banners and on their tents, and worn on their
shoulders and on the backs of their dresses. The naval flag recently -
adopted by the Japanese bears on the centre of a white field a red
ball or globe, supposed to represent the sun.

The imperial standard has a golden sun in the centre of a crim-
son field, with a network of golden diamonds woven over it. The ad-
miral's flag is the same as the naval flag, with a red, blue, or yellow
border, in the order of their rank.

The Japanese bark, ¢ Tu-Ju-Mara,” of six hundred tons, commanded
by Captain Samuel A. Lord, formerly of Salem, Mass., and manned ex-
clusively by Japanese sailors, arrived at San Francisco, Cal, Aug. 23,
1872, and for the first time in history displayed the Japanese flag at
the masthead of a merchantman in American waters.

JAVANESE STANDARDS. — Though the natives of Java have followed
the customs of Europeans in the use of standards, yet their prince’s
rallying-sign continues to be the payong, or par-a-sol, which is a pe-
caliar object of respect and veneration among the Javanese bands. The
tombak pussaka, or lances hallowed by age, which they bave inherited
from their ancient sovereigns, serve for the same purpose as the
payongs, and are distinguished by the horse-tails which dangle from
them.!

EasT INDIAN STANDARDS AND ENSIGNS. —The great banner of
Mewar (whose prince was the legitimate heir of the throne of Rama),
first of the thirty-six royal tribes, is blazoned with a golden sun on a
crimson field ; those of the chiefs bear a dagger. Amber displays the
hanchangra, a five-colored flag. The lion rampant on an argent field
is extinct with the States of Chanderi? The use of armorial bear-
ings among the Rajpoot tribes has been traced anterior to the war of
Troy. In the Mahabharet, or great war, B.C. 1200, the hero Bheesama
exults over his trophy, the banner of Arjoona, its field adorned with the
figure of the Indian Hanuman (monkey deity). The peacock was the
favorite emblem of the Rajpoot warriors; the bird is sacred to their
Mars (Kamara), as it was to Juno, his mother, in the West. The em-
blem of Vishnu is the eagle. Chrisna was the founder of the thirty-
six tribes who obtained the universal sovereignty of India, and lived

1 Colonel Pfiffer's Sketches of Java. 3 Colonel Tod’s Annals of Rajahstan.
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B.C. 1200. These thirty-six tribes had their respective emblems, as
the serpent, the horse, hare, &. One of these tribes, the Saceseni,
supposed to be the ancestors of the Saxon race, settled themselves on
the Araxes, in Armenia, adjoining Albania. These migrating tribes
of course carried with them their respective emblems, and hence the
identity of European and Asiatic devices. The blue eagle belongs to
the ensign of Vishnu, the red bull to that of Siva, and the falcon to
that of Rama. The ensign of Brahma bore a white lion. The sun
rising behind a recumbent lion blazed on the ancient ensigns of the
Tartars, and the eagle of the sun on that of the Persians. The humza,
or famous goose, one of the incarnations of Buddha, is yet the chief
emblem of the Burman banners.

The ensigns of the Bijala, reigning at Kalyan, were the lion, the
bull, and the goose. The Tadu and the Silahara adopted a golden
‘garuda’ or eagle on their ensigns. The Rattas tribe had the golden
hawk and crocodile. A hymn to Camdeva, the god of love, has this
line: “ Hail, warrior, with a fish on thy banner.”

Sir William Jones says Camdeo, the Hindoo god, is represented
attended by dancing girls or nymphs, the foremost of whom bears his
colors, which are a fish on a red ground.!

The standards of the Indian princes, displayed over their chairs
when Victoria was proclaimed Empress of India, at Delhi, were of
satin, and represented their ancestral arms; viz,, Odeyporis, a golden
sun on a red disk; the Guicowar’s, a blue elephant; the Nizam’s, a
full moon on a green standard ; and the historic fish of the Begum of

Bhopal?

FLAGS AND STANDARDS OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS
AND PACIFIC ISLANDS.

MEeX1co, SAN SALVADOR, SANDWICH ISLANDS, SOCIETY ISLANDS, NEwW
ZEALAND, PERU.

MEXICAN STANDARDS. — The ancient standard of Mexico, or rather
of the Aztecs, which has been compared to the Roman standard, was
an eagle pouncing on an ocelot, emblazoned on a rich mantle of
feather-work ; that of the Tlascalans, a white heron, the cognizance
of the house of Xicontencatl All the great chiefs of Mexico, in
the time of Cortez, had their devices and banners. The standards

1 Journal Royal Asiatic Society. 2 Newspaper report.
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of the Aztecs were carried in the centre of the army. A golden net
on a short staff, attached to the back between the shoulders, so
that it was impossible to be torn away, was the usual symbol
of authority for an Aztec commander.! The standards of the Tlas-
calans were carried in the rear. The Rio de Vanderas (river of
banners) was so named by Alvarado from the numerous ensigns
displayed by the natives on its borders. Prescott says, “ The Tlas-
calans, allies of Cortez, led by Xicontencatl, fifty thousand strong,
marched proudly under their great national banner, emblazoned with
a spread eagle, the arms of the republic.” According to Clavigero,
it was a golden eagle; but as Bernal Diaz speaks of it as white, it
may have been a white heron which belonged to the house of the
youthful leader. Elsewhere, Prescott speaks of the great stand-
ard of the Republic of Tlascala as a golden eagle with outspread
wings, in the fashion of a Roman signum, richly ornamented with
emeralds and silver work. Ellis, in his ¢ Antiquities of Heraldry,
says the natural emblem of the Mexicans was a swan. The Spanish
historian Sagahan relates that, about two centuries before their conquest
by the Spaniards, the Aztecs were compelled to surrender their emble-
matical bird, the swan, to a neighboring kingdom that oppressed them.

In the Mexican Tribute Tables (Talegas), small pouches or bags of
tasteful form, and ornamented with fringe and tassels, frequently
occur, having a cross of a Maltese or Latin form woven or painted on
each. It is a surprising circumstance that they were thus ornamented
before the arrival of the Spaniards, when the religion of Christ and
significance of the cross were unknown to them.?

The Mexicans counted by units, twenties, four hundred, and eight
thousand; and these were sufficient to express any number; their
hieroglyphics are in accordance with this numeration. The unit was
represented by a small circle ; twenty, by a standard, shaped as a par-
allelogram ; four hundred, by a feather; eight thousand, by a purse
supposed to contain as many grains of cocoa; one to nineteen was
represented by a number of small circles. The hieroglyphic of
twenty was four squares, which, as they were colored, represented
either five, ten, or fifteen. This mode of counting had a practical
influence. Bernal Diaz, when speaking of the Indian armies, counts
them as so many ziquipiliis, or bodies of eight thousand men. It is
not improbable they were divided into battalions of four hundred

1 Prescott’s Conquest of Mexico.
% Don T. A. Lorenzard’s History of New Spain, Mexico, 1770 ; also, Historical

Magazine, 1867. P
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men each ; these again subdivided into squads of twenty men; and
that the hieroglyphic for twenty originally represented the banner or
standard of each of such squads.!

Our North American Indians were found by the early voyagers
and discoverers to carry for their standard a pole full-fledged with the
wing-feathers of the eagle.

The principal standard of Cortez, at his conquest of Mexico, accord-
ing to Bernal Diaz, says Prescott, was of black velvet, embroidered
with gold and emblazoned with a red cross amidst flames of blue and
white, with this motto in Latin beneath: “ Friends, let us follow the
cross, and under this sign, if we have faith, we shall conquer,” —a
legend which was doubtless suggested by that on the labarum of
Constantine.

Another standard of Cortez, described by his follower, Bernal
Diaz, as borne in the procession when Cortez returned thanks to
God, at Cuyoacan, for the cap-
ture of the city of Mexico,
1519, is now preserved in the
National Museum of that cap-
ital. The authenticity of this,
probably the oldest flag in ex-
istence, is sustained by a se-
ries of accounts, beginning
with that of Bernal Diaz. I
am indebted to the Hon. John
W. Foster, our minister to
Mexico, for the illustration of
this banmer, engraved from
his pencil sketch, as framed,
and for the following descrip-
tion of it: “This standard is

‘ now deposited in the National
Banner of Corter. Museum in this capital. The
evidences of its authenticity are accredited by documents in the mu-
seum, and it is vouched for by Don Lorenzo Boturini, a learned
Spanish gentleman contemporaneous with its recovery from the
Tlascalan allies to whom Cortez gave it (see ‘ Jdea de una nueva his-
toria general de la America Septentrional’), and by Don Lucas Alaman,
the distinguished Mexican historian and statesman (‘Disertaciones
sobre la historia de México, vol. i., Appendice, p. 19).

1 Gallatin, cited by Sir John Bowring in his Decimal System,
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“The standard has been placed in a frame and under glass for
preservation, being much worn and faded. It is about one yard
square, and is thus described by the authors cited: ‘The standard is
of red damask. On the front side is painted a most beautiful figure
of the Most Holy Mary, with a crown of gold, and surrounded with
twelve stars of gold, her hands joined as if in praying to her Most
Holy Son to protect and strengthen the Spaniards in conquering the
idolatrous empire to the Catholic faith. The image has a blue mantle
and a flesh-colored tunic; the embroidery forming the border is green.
On the reverse side are painted the royal arms of Castile and Leon.
A more modern damask has been sewed on this side, in framing for
Ppreservation, so that the arms cannot be seen.’ !

During the colonial government, on the anniversary of the surren-
der of Guatemozin, the 13th of August, 1521, a solemn procession was
annually made around the walls of the city, headed by the viceroy,
and displaying the venerable standard of the conqueror?

SAN SALVADOR. — By a decree issued in 1865, the national flag
and arms of the Republic of San Salvador are as follows: —

Article 1. The national flag will consist of five blue and four white
stripes, running horizontally; each stripe shall be nine inches in width
and from three to four yards long. At the superior angle, adjoining
the staff, there shall be a square on a red ground of one yard each way,
in which shall be placed nine white five-pointed stars, to represent
the nine departments of the republic.

Article 2. The above-described shall be the merchant flag. The
battle-flag shall be of the same design and size, with the difference
that the square shall contain the coat of arms of the republic on the
converse [obverse], and the nine stars on the reverse.

Article 3. The national coat of arms will be the same as that of the
old confederation, with the following modifications, viz.: 1. In place of
five volcanoes there shall be but one in eruption. 2. In the space above
the volcano there shall appear nine stars, forming a semicircle. 3. At
the base, the new flag of the republic shall be represented, running
entirely across the shield. 4. The cap of liberty will be placed where
the cornucopias meet. 5. The inscription, “15th September, 1821,”
shall appear in the centre of the shield, and running across the cap of
liberty. 6. Within the circle above the centre of the arms shall be
placed the words, “ Republic of Salvador, in Central America.”

! Letters, Hon. John W. Foster, Aug. 81, 1878, and Jan. 23, 1879 ; also Letter,
A. Nufiez Ortega, Jan. 17, 1879. )
% Prescott’s Conquest of Mexico.
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SanxpwicH IsLANDS. — The flag of the Sandwich Islands has an
English jack for a union; and for a field, nine horizontal stripes, —
white, red, and blue alternately. This flag was given the islanders
by the British Government, with an assurance that it would be re-
spected wherever the British flag was acknowledged. The present
flag has only eight stripes, the lowest blue stripe being omitted.

The royal standard has no union, but in the centre of the flag a
white field, blazoned with the royal arms.

Formerly, the Sandwich Islanders hoisted a white flag on the end of
a spear, at each end of the enclosure of their ¢ puhonas,’ or cities of
refuge. Whoever entered one of these enclosures, — the gates of which
were always open, — whatever may have been his offence, it afforded
him inviolable sanctuary.

A wag has suggested as an appropriate standard for the Sandwich
Islands one having bread-and-butter stripes, with ham stars, on a
groundwork of mustard, as a design that would readily suggest its
nationality.

THE Soctery IsLANDS. — The flags of the gods, or the emblems
of the Society Islanders, were carried in battle to inspire the combat-
ants with confidence, and their martial banners were hoisted on board
the different fleets, or carried by the bravest warriors in the centre
of their armies. These flags were red, white, and black. They also
used a flag of truce. A sacred flag was used in their processions, and
regarded as an emblem of their duties.

March 17, 1829, Commander J. Laws, R.N., commanding H.B.M.
ship Satellite, proposed for the Georgian and Society Islands a flag
“red above, white in the middle, and red below,” which was adopted
as a national flag by the chiefs.!

The present flag of the islands has the French tricolor grafted on
this flag as a jack or union, emblematic of the French protectorate
established in 1844.

NEw ZeaLaAND. — The flag of these islanders was granted them
by British authorities as an emblem of sovereignty and independence.
It is a white flag, charged with a red St. George’s cross. In the upper
left-hand canton formed by this cross there is a blue union, divided
by a similar red cross bordered with white, and each of its blue quarters
has a five-pointed white star in its centre.

When this flag was given to the chiefs at the Bay of Islands, they

1 Ellis’s Polynesian Researches.
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were assembled, and told that as long as it was allowed to fly they
were free and independent, but as soon as the flag of any other power
was flown in its stead, they would be no longer free, but slaves. In
1844, fearing the French might take possession of the islands, the
English hoisted their own ensign at the Bay of Islands, and the act
led to a war between them and the natives, which lasted several years,

PERU. — Prescott, referring to Gomara, Sarmiente, and Velasco, as
his authority for the statement, says that in the Inca army each com-
pany had its particular banner, and that the imperial standard, high
above all, displayed the glittering device of the rainbow, the a.rmorm.l
ensign of the Incas, intimating their claims as children of the skies.!

The modern Peruvian flag and standard is composed of two red
and one perpendicular white stripe,— the centre of the white stripe
bearing the arms of the republic. The colors, red and white alternate,
are said to have been suggested by the red and white feathers which
were conspicuous ornaments of the head-dress or coronets of the
ancient Incas.

THE STANDARDS AND FLAGS OF EUROPEAN STATES.

§ 4 ¥4 ’ ’ ¢
ItaLy, DENMARK, Splm, AvusTRiA, GERMANY, Russia, BELGIUN,

Gnir.cr-:, HOL}.AND, PortUGAL, SWE,DEN AND NORWAY.
/
ITALIAN STANDARDS. — About A.D. 1040, the Italians, who bor-

rowed the idea from the Persians, who borrowed it from the Egyp-
tians, invented, at Milan, the carriocium, or car standard, which was
introduced into France about A.p. 1100. This pompous and cumbrous
standard of the Italians consisted of a ‘banner royal’ fastened to
the top of a mast or small tree, whieh was planted on a scaffold and
borne by a chariot drawn by oxen covered with velvet housings,
decorated with the devices or cipher of the prince. At the foot of
the mast stood a priest, who said mass early every morning. Ten
knights kept guard on the scaffold day and night, and as many
trumpeters at its foot never ceased flourishing, to animate the troops.
This cumbrous machine continued in use one hundred and thirty
years. Its post was the centre of the army; and the greatest feats
of daring were in attacks upon it, and in its defence. No victory
was considered complete, and no army reputed vanquished, until it
had lost its standard.
i Prescott’s Conquest of Peru.
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Alviano, the great champion of the Orsini family, when he took
the city of Vitebro, caused to be embroidered on his standard a
unicorn at a fountain surrounded by snakes, toads, and other rep-
tiles, and stirring the water with his horn before he drinks: motto,
“Venana pello,” — “1 expel poisons,” — alluding to the property of
detecting poison assigned to the horn of the unicorn. This standard
was lost on the fatal day of Vicenza. Marc Antonio Monte, who car-
ried it, being mortally wounded, kept the tattered remnant clasped in
his arms, and never loosed his grasp until he fell dead on the field.

The Marquis of Pescara’s standard at the battle of Ravenna had
for device a Spartan shield, with the injunction of the Spartan mother
to her son before the battle of Mantinea for a motto, “ Awé cum hoc,
aut in hoc,” — “ Either with this, or on it.” Pescara is buried in the
church of Domenico Maggiore at Naples. Above his tomb hangs
his torn banner, and a plain short sword, surrendered to him by
Francis I, at Pavia.

The ensign of the Roman family of Colonna is a silver column,
with base and capital of gold, surmounted by a golden crown, the
grant of the Emperor Louis of Bavaria, in acknowledgment of ser-
vices rendered by Stefano Colonna, who, when chief senator of Rome,
crowned Louis in the Capitol contrary to the wishes of the Pope.!

The royal standard of the present kingdom of Italy is a square
white flag bordered with blue, and has blazoned on the centre of its
field the arms of Savoy, a cross argent on a red (gules) shield, sur-
mounted by a regal crown, supported by an ermine mantle and by
trophies of national flags.

The man-of-war flag of the United Kingdom of Italy is composed
of equal green, red, and white vertical stripes, the green next the
staff, the centre or white stripe being charged with the royal arms
and crown. The merchant flag is the same, except that on it the
crown is omitted.

The origin of the Savoy arms is this: In 1309, Filles de Villaret,
grand master of the Knights Hospitallers of St. John, defended the
Island of Rhodes against the Soldan, with the assistance of the Duke
of Savoy, to whom, in gratitude for his timely help, they granted the
badge of their order, a white cross on a red shield?

THE MAGIC STANDARD OF DENMARK. — The banner of Denmark,
taken from the Danes by Alfred the Great, was a famous magical

1 Bury's Historic War Cries and Devices.
2 Hospinan de Orig. Monach, lib. v. p. 333.
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standard. According to Sir John Spelman, it had for a device the
image of a raven magically wrought by three sisters, Hungar and
Hubba, on purpose for the expedition, in revenge of their father Lode-
brock’s murder. It was made, said the sisters, in an instant, being
begun and finished in a noontide. The raven has been regarded from
very early ages as an emblem of God’s providence,— probably from the
record in Holy Writ of its being employed to feed Elijah in his seclu-
sion by the brook of Cherith. The Danes believed it carried great
fatality with it, and therefore it was highly esteemed by them. They
believed that when carried in battle towards good success, the raven
would clap his wings, or make as if it would. That the raven was
their standard is confirmed by the figure of that bird on the coins of
Aulef, the Danish King of Northumberland.

The embroidery of flags afforded occupation and amusement to the
ladies of the Middle Ages; thence their value became enhanced, and
it was highly shameful for a knight not to defend to the death what
his mistress’s hands had wrought.

‘When Waldemar II, of Denmark, was engaged in a great bat-
tle with the Livonians in the year A.D. 1219, it is said that a
sacred banner fell from heaven into the midst of the army, and
so revived the courage of his troops that they gained a complete
victory over the Livonians. In memory of the event, Waldemar
instituted an order of knighthood, called ¢St. Dannebrog,’ or ‘the
strength of the Danes,’ which is the principal order of knighthood
in Denmark. The truth appears to be, that King Waldemar, observ-
ing his men giving ground to the enemy, who had beaten down his
standard, which bore an eagle, raised up a consecrated banner or
silver cross, which had been sent him by the Pope, and under it
rallied his troops, and ultimately gained the victory. This achieve-
ment caused the people to believe that the banner had been sent from
heaven.!

The present royal standard of Denmark and man-of-war ensign
and edmirals flag are red swallow-tailed flags, with a white cross, the
colors of Savoy. On the standard, the cross is quadrate and charged
with the royal achievements, the shield being encircled with the col-
lars of the orders of the Elephant and Dannebrog. The quadrate of
the cross in the admiral's flag is blazoned with an oval shield, azure,
bearing three golden crowns, surrounded by a border of gold, the
whole encircled with a wreath of laurel. The flag for merchant ships
is a square red flag with a white cross. .

1 Newton's Display of Heraldry. London, 1846.
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SPANISH STANDARDS AND FrLAGS. — The standard of Fernan Gon-
sales, Count of Castile, in the eleventh century, was a massive silver
cross, two ells in length, with Our Saviour
sculptured upon it, and above his head, in
Gothic letters, 1. N. R. I.; " below was Adam
awaking from the grave, with the words of St.
Paul, “ Awake, thou who sleepest, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee life.”
This standard is said to be still preserved in
a Spanish convent. .

The standard of the Cid was green, —

A Spanish Standard
From the map of North Amer. ** L here were knights five hundred went armed before,
ica, by Diego Honem, 1558. And Bennudez ¢ the Cid's’ green standard bore.”

During the famous engagement between the forces of Aragon and
Castile, called, from the field where it took place, de la Espina, the brave
. Count of Candespina (Gomez Gonzalez) stood his ground to the last,and
died on the field of battle. His standard-bearer, a gentleman of the
house of Oles, after having his horse killed under him, and both hands
cut off by sabre strokes, fell beside his master, still clasping the stand-
ard in his arms, and repeating his war-cry of ‘Olea’! This incident
has been rendered in stirring verse by an American poet, — George H.
Boker.
¢ Down on the ranks of Aragon
The bold Gonzalez drove,
And Olea raised his battle-cry,
And waved the tlag above.

¢ Backward fought Gomez, step by step,
Till the cry was close at hand,
Till his dauntless standard shadowed him,
And there he made his stand.

¢ As, pierced with countless wounds, he fell,
The standard caught his eye,
And he smiled, like an infant hushed to sleep,
To hear the battle-cry.

¢ Yield up thy banner, gallant knight !
Thy lord lies on the plain;
Thy duty has been nobly done;
I would not see thee slain.’

1 Mr. George, Annals of the Queen of Spain.
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¢ ¢ Bpare pity, King of Aragon,
I would not hear thee lie;
My lord is looking down from heaven,
To see his standard fly.’

¢ ¢Yield, madman, yield! Thy horse is down;
Thou hast nor lance nor shield.
Fly! I will grant thee time.” — ¢ This flag
Can neither fly nor yield!’

¢ They girt the standard round about
A wall of flashing steel ;
But still they heard the battle-cry, —
¢Qlea for Castile!’

¢ And there, against all Aragon,
Full armed with lance and brand,
Olea fought, until the sword
Snapped in his sturdy hand.

¢ Among the foe, with that high scorn
Which laughs at earthly fears,
He hurled the broken hilt, and drew
His dagger on the spears.

¢ They hewed the hauberk from his breast,
The helmet from his head,
They hewed the hands from off his limbs, —
From every vein he bled.

¢¢ Clasping the standard to his heart,
He raised one dying peal,
That rang as if a trumpet blew, —
¢ Olea for Castile!’”

When Vasco Nunez de Balboa, Sept. 7, 1513, first touched the
shore of the Pacific, at a bay which he named St. Michael, after the
saint on whose day it was discovered, the tide was out, and so gradual
was the incline of the strand that the water was full half a league
distant. Nunez Balboa seated himself under a tree until it should
come in. At last it came dashing on to his very feet with great im-
petuosity. He then started up, seized a banner on which was painted
a virgin and child and under them the arms of Castile and Leon,
and, drawing his sword, advanced into the sea until the water was
up to his knees,— then waving the standard, he exclaimed with a
loud voice : “ Long live the high and mighty monarchs Don Fernand
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and Donna Juanna, sovereigns of Castile and Leon, and of Aragon,
in whose name I take real and corporal and actual possession
of these seas, islands, coasts,
&c.,, in all time, so long as
the world endures, and until the
final day of judgment to all
mankind !” His followers hav-
ing tasted the water, and found
it indeed salt, returned thanks
to God. When the ceremonies
were concluded, Vasco Nunez
drew his dagger and cut three
crosses on trees in the neigh-
borhood, in honor of the three
persons of the Holy Trinity, and
his example was followed by
many of his soldiers.

Ferdinand and Isabella, in
their Moorish wars, used a mas-
sive cross of silver, presented
them by Pope Sixtus IV, as a
standard, which Ferdinand al-
ways carried in his tent during
his campaigns.

The ceremonials observed on
the occupation of a new Spanish conquest, says Marineo, were for the
royal ‘alferez’ or ensign to raise the standard of the cross, the sign of
our salvation, on the summit of the principal fortress, when all who
beheld it prostrated themselves on their knees in silent worship of the
Almighty, while the priests chanted the Te Deum Laudamus. The
ensign or pennon of St. James, the patron of Spain, was then un-
folded, and all invoked his blessed name. Lastly, the standard of the
sovereigns emblazoned with the royal arms was displayed, at which
the army shouted as if with one voice, “Castile! Castile!” After
these solemnities, a bishop led the way to the principal mosque, which,
after rites of purification, he. consecrated to the service of the true
faith.

It was stated in ¢ All the Year Round,’ in 1866, that the flag of
Pizarro was then preserved in the Municipal Hall at Caracas, S. A.,
enshrined in a glass case, it having been sent from Peru in 1837.
“ All the silk and velvet are eaten off, but the gold wire with the

.
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device of a lion and the word Carlos remained. The flag is about five
feet long and three broad, and being folded double in the frame, but
one-half is seen. They will not allow it to be taken out.” Per con-
tra, General San Martin, when he voluntarily resigned the reins of
power at Lima, in his speech on that memorable occasion, said, “I keep
as a record the standard which Pizarro bore when he enslaved the
empire of the Incas.” In answer to inquiries which I instituted in
1879, concerning this flag, through the Hon. Richard Gibbs, U. S. Min-
ister to Peru, Sefior Camacho, a nephew of Bolivar, wrote Col. Manuel de
Odnozola, under date, “ Lima, April 22, 1879 :” “ When I was Secretary
of the Municipal Council of Caracas, in 1848, I saw in a glass case,
kept in the Hall of Sessions, a banner, richly embroidered, said
to be Pizarro’s. I can see it now, embroidered in gold,—the lion,
the red ground, the creases in the flag, and all the details of the
standard, — which I understood was brought from Peru by the regi-
ments ‘ Janin’ and ‘ Caracas’ on their return, this valuable present
having been made to the Liberator Bolivar, by the government of that
republic; but Doct. Lama, chief clerk in the Foreign Office, and my
immediate chief, has assured me that it could not be Pizarro’s flag, as
it never left Peru. Please clear up this point, as you have a great
memory, and such abundant archives to draw from.”

To this note, Colonel Odnozola, librarian and keeper of the ar-
chives, who was over eighty years of age, replied, “ April 23d:” «I
immediately answer your note of yesterday, stating that I and my
contemporaries never saw any other standard than that which was
brought out on the 1st and 6th of January, ‘Dia de los Reyes,’!in
the grand procession of the alcaldes.” This standard was said to be,
and all believed it to be, the one that Pizarro brought to the conquest
of Peru. It was preserved in the municipal chamber, and was pre-
sented by that body to General San Martin, who, when he left the
country, carried it with him, as he so stated in his valedictory address
when he delivered the presidential scarf to the Constitutional Con-
gress in 1822. By a clause in his will, he desired that the valu-
able relic should be returned to Peru; and the executor of the will in
France delivered it to Coronel Bolonese to bring it to Peru, who
complied with the order, depositing it.in the palace when General
Pezet had supreme command of the republic. On the 6th of No-
vember, 1865, when the palace was sacked, it was carried off, and up

1 Lima was founded Jan. 6, 1535-86, King's Day, by Pizarro (Dia de los Reyes),
and afterwards, on that anniversary, the flag was always carried in the procession up to
the time of the Independence of Peru, 1822,
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to the present time (1879) the thief remains unknown, or where it
went to.”

“ In the work published in Buenos Ayres on the inauguration of the
statue of General San Martin, there was printed or engraved a copy of
the standard, drawn by Sefior Balcacer, the son-in-law of General San
Martin, previous to his delivering the original to Col. Bolonese.”

Seiior Ricardo Palma also writes Sefior Camacho: “ Pizarro’s stand-
ard was presented by the Corporation of Lima, in 1822, to General
San Martin, who, when he died, willed that it should be returned
to Peru. Balcacer, son-in-law of San Martin, carried out the in-
structions of the will, and the flag was deposited in the palace.
According to some, Pezet presented this precious relic to the rear-
admiral or some chief of the reinstating or ‘revin cadera’ of the
Chincha Islands; by others, that it was stolen by the mob who sacked
the palace, Nov. 6, 1865, when Pezet fell. The presentation of the
standard to San Martin is recorded in the official gazette of the year of
its presentation, and it is mentioned by later historians. I have often
tried to follow up the track of the flag, with no better result than I have
mentioned. In the processions of the alcaldes, January 6, it was car-
ried by the ‘alfarez real,’ or royal ensign, to whose custody it was con-
fided. The rich flag you saw in Caracas could not have been that of the
¢ conquestador.” When he commenced his daring enterprise he was not
in a position to sport a valuable banner. Old men who saw the standard
in 1822 have told me that it was of poor material, and badly used.”

The standard of Cortez, described and illustrated heretofore, is
preserved in the city of Mexico.!

The present royal standard of Spain bears the arms of Catherine
of Aragon, with those of Anjou in pretence displayed over its whole
area. The man-of-war flag is yellow, interposed between two hori-
zontal bars (each half its own depth) of red, and is charged towards
its dexter with the arms of Castile and Leon impaled within a red
circular bordure, and ensigned with the Spanish crown. The mer-
chant flag is without the royal arms, and has a narrow yellow stripe
at the top and bottom of the flag outside the two red bars.

Spain becoming a great kingdom on the union of Castile and
Aragon, united as a national flag the arms of the two kingdoms. But
long before that, Barcelona ships had worn the red and yellow stripes
known as the ¢ bars of Aragon.” The tradition is, that in the year 873
Charles the Bald honored Geoffrey, Count of Barcelona, who had been
mortally wounded in the battle against the Normans, by dipping his

1 Pages 82, 83.



OF ANCIENT AND MODERN NATIONS. 93

four fingers in the blood flowing from the Count’s wounds, and draw-
ing them down the Count’s golden shield. The story is, however, a
pure fable, as the stripes on the Spanish flags are not so old by two
hundred years. They are simply a pun on the name of Barcelona, —
‘barras longas’ Afterwards, as Barcelona merged into the kingdom
of Aragon, its arms were adopted for those of the kingdom. From
the first greatness of Spain, her ships wore the Castilian flag, — quar-
tering Castile and Leon. It was this, as the national flag, that was
worn by the ships of Columbus, — noteworthy in the history of navi-
gation as the first to cross the Atlantic Ocean.

On the accession of Charles V. to the kingdom of Spain, he
introduced the Burgundian flag,— the red raguled saltire on a white
ground, — which was to some extent used for two hundred and fifty
years. The ships of the Armada, in 1588, bore the Burgundian cross.
In a series of maps of the actions, preserved in the British Museum, the
Spanish fleet is as distinctly marked by the red saltire as the English
by the red cross.

There seems to be no doubt whatever that, during the latter half
of the sixteenth and the first half of the seventeenth century, the
Spanish flag was white, with the red Burgundian cross; and a memo-
randum drawn up at Toulon, in 1662, says that, “ During the war with
Spain, our ships always wore in battle a red ensign at the stern, to
distinguish them from the Spaniards, who wore a white; but in the
last war with the English they (the French) wore white, as different
from the English red.” 1

To the Bourbon marriage must be attributed the introduction of a
white flag, bearing the royal arms, similar in effect to the French
standard. The old one, however, was not entirely abolished ; and an
order, dated Jan. 20, 1732, systematizes the complexity : —

“ The king, baving resolved that the ships of the fleet are to be
divided into three squadrons, and that each of these shall belong to
one of the ports already established in Spain, orders that every ship
is to carry at the stern a white ensign, with the royal arms, as now in
use. And to distinguish the different squadrons, those ships which
belong to Cadiz shall wear as masthead flags or penmons, or at the
bowsprit cap, white, with the royal arms. Ferrol ships shall wear
white, with the Burgundy cross, charged at each of its four corners
with an anchor; and Carthagena shall wear violet (morado), with the
shield of the castles and lions.” 2

1 Jal : Abraham Du Quesne, vol. i. p. 588.
2 Disquisaciones Nauticas, por el Capitan de Navis, C. F. Duro, p. 271.



94 THE SYMBOLS, STANDARDS, AND BANNERS

In the engraving in Anson’s ‘ Voyage Around the World’ of the
Spanish galleon, ¢ Nostra Seigniora de Cabadonga,’ captured by him near
the Philippine Islands, in May, 1843, she is shown with the Bur-
gundian ensign at the stern, and a blue or violet flag with the shield
of the castles and lions at the main.?

The ships that fought under Navarro, off Toulon, in 1744, belonged
to Cadiz ; those that formed the squadron off Havana, in 1748, were
from Ferrol. The Spanish contingent of the allied fleet that invaded
the channel in 1779 consisted of the Cadiz and Ferrol squadrons,
with possibly some ships from Carthagena. Throughout the war of
American Independence, no distinctive squadrons were fitted out
from that port, and the head-quarters of the grand fleet were through-
out at Cadiz.

During these wars of the eighteenth century, the white flag was
found to be inconvenient, from its closely resembling, at a little dis-
tance, the white flag of France, and the shield bearing white flags
of Naples and Tuscany. It was resolved, therefore, to alter it ; and,
after examining twelve patterns which were submitted, the existing
flag was ordered, by a decree dated May 28,1785. In this, the flag is
defined as being in three horizontal stripes: the top and bottom red,
each one fourth of the whole breadth; the middle yellow, and on it
the simple shield of Castile and Leon, quarterly, surmounted by the
royal crown. The merchant flag was at the same time defined as
having the yellow stripe in the middle without the shield, one-third
of the whole width, each of the remaining parts being divided into
two equal stripes colored red and yellow alternately? There is
no doubt the red and yellow then adopted was derived from the
Aragon bars, being also the colors of the arms of Castile; but the
Aragon arms are vertical. It is a coincidence that the arms of Ad-
miral Cordova, at that time commander-in-chief of the Spanish navy,
were barry of seven or, and gules.
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