Tndion Antrquary,

e

Wiirigs Pheto Luth. SNAKE WORSHIP.



Januvany, 1875.]

TREE AND SERPENT WORSHIP.

TREE AND SERPENT WORSHIP.

BY CAPT. J. 8 F. MACKEXNZIE, MAISUR COMMISSION.

Round about Bangalor, more especially to-
wards the Liil Bigh and Pefd,—as the-native
town is called,—three or more stones are to be
found together, having representations of ser-
pents carved upon them, and of which the ac-
companying sketch will give some idea. These
stones are erected always under the sacred fig-
tree by some pious peorson, whose means and
piety determine the care and finish with which
they are executed.

Judging from the number of these stones,
the worship of the serpent appears to be more
prevalent in the DBangalor district than in
other parts of the province. I have seen
stones like No. 14 in other parts of Maisur, but
their appearance would lead one to think that
in the present day they are not worshipped,
while those in the immediate vicinity of Ban-
galor are often adorned with saffron, &e. I have
been able to learn but little about these stones.
No priest is ever in charge of them. There is
no objection to men doing so, bat, from custom
or for some r2ason—periaps breaunse the ser-
pent is supposed to confer fertility on barren
women —the worshipping of these stones, which
takes place during the Gauri feast, is confined
to women of all Hindu classes and ereeds.

In fig. 1, a represents a seven-headed cobra®
and is called Subramanya. b, a female,
the lower portion of whose body is that of
a snake, She is callel Mudama, and is
the principal and most important figure in the
gronp. b represents two serpeuts entwined,
the children of ¢. These three representations
are necessary to a complete and orthodox group.

These stones, when properly erected, ought to
be on a buailt-up stone platform facing the
rising sun; anl unler the shade of two pipdl
(ficus wreliyiost) tress—a male and female
growing toz:ther, and welled by ceremonies
in every resp::t ths same as in the ease of
human bzinzs ~close by and growing in the
same platform a ninb (margosa) and bilpoedrd +
(s kind of woud-apple), which are supposed to
be living witnesses of the marringe. The expense
of performing th: marriage ceremony is too
beavy for ordinary persons, and so we generally
find only one pipnl and a niib on the platform.

By the common people these two are supposed
to represent man and wife.

The reason given to ma for the nimb and bil-
patrd trees being selected as witnesses proves
that the Saivite religion is in some manner—
and this is further borne out by the liigam
being engraved on @ and b —connected with
this form of tree and serpent worship.

Tha fruit of the nonb and bilpatrd is the
ouly one which in any way resembles a lli:ga.l.n,
and by placing the trait of either of these trees
on the leal’ of the pipal, which represents the
yoni, you have a fair represeutation of an
entire liiigam.

The castom among Brilimans, still acted np
to, that under certain circumsiances men must
marry plants, is curious. If a Brihman is
desirous of taking to himself a third wife, he goes
through themarriazacare.nony correetly, bat ab-
breviatad in details, withu yelle gida (dristolo-
chiv {nlica). This is lookel upon as the third
marriage; after the ceremony has bzen com-
pleted the yelle gide 1s cut dowa and burnt,
The man is now frez, withoat fear of evil con-
sequances, to wed the woman who is nominally
his fourth wife.

This eastom owes its origin nol to tree-
worship, but to the balief that the number three
is an unlucky one. By burning the third wife
allbad luck is averted.

It sometima2s happzns that the elder brother,
not having eome across a suitable wife, is still
unmarried when the younger brother wishes to
get married. Before the younger can do so,
however, the elder goes through the ceremony of
marriage witha plantain tree, which is afterwards
cut down, and the younger is then free to wed.

The privileges of chewing betel-nut, wear-
ing flowers in the hair, using sandalwood paste
on the body, and tyinz up the cloth behind in a
particular manner, are confined to married men
ouly. By going through the ceremony of mar-
ringe with a plantain tree, the unfortnnate
bachelor who cannot get a wife is entitled to
exercise all the coveted privileges.

Nore 5Y THE EDITOR.

All over Western and Southern India we find

the serpent more or less venerated, and a collec-

® This stone wis about 4§ feet high,
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tionof the sculptured representationsof the many

forms employed could not fuil to Lo interesting.
Sketches of a few varieties of serpent imures
are given in the Report ou the Areheilogicd
Sureey of Wostern Inliv for last scason; and
from these fizs. 3,5, an1 6 are taken. IFig. 2 is
from a village in the Belgim district; Figs. 3
and 5 are from a photozraph of six sealptured
stones in the prineipal temple at Sinde-Manaali,
on the Miaprabhi, of which two are carved
with nine igures each of Hindu deves or gods,
seated in a line, and another bears a fizure of
a single hooded snake, a fourth of a pair—the
male with three hoods and the female with
one; the fifth (fig, 3) had a single snake with
seven heads (one of themn broken off) very
neatly carved in a compact porphyritic slab,—
each head has a crost, and over the whole is
the clatire emblematic of so-
vercignty ; the sixth (fiz. 3) has a pair of
only with 1ts honad
No. +is from a stone at Aiholli or
Aiwalli,* further down the same river, in the

or umbrella,

crested snakes, the male
expanded.

Dhirwid zilli; and No. 6 is from the door-jamh
ofadeserted temple at Huli,not far from Mauauli,

At Than, in Kithilwid, is a temple of
‘ Bishanji,” as Nesha Niriyana is loeully called.
The principal image is a three-headed cobra
with two smaller monocephalous ones —one on
To the
spectator’s right of them is a tizure of Vishnu

each side—earved on the same slab.

in the human form, with four avms : while on. and
in front of the altar on which the images ave
placed are srliyediens and fonlih shells. A com-
mon votive offering at this shrine seems to he a
representation of the three snakes in alto-riliceo
on a flat carthenware tile.  Near the same town
is ashrine of Bandia Niga,+ where there
is an image bnt no temple.  As snake-worship
prevails amone the Kathis, similar shreines
are doubtless to be met with in many plaees

vhroughout the peninsula: and an account of the
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traditions, beliefs, and rites connected with

them would be specially interesting.

The following notice of the worship of the
living serpent is given by Dr. Cornish, in the
Report of the Census of the Madras Presidency,
i871 (vol, I. pp. 103-6) =—*In many places,”
he says, “the living serpent is to this day
sought out and propitiated. About two years
ago, at Rujamandri, I came upon an old ant-
hill by the side of & public road, on which was
placed a modern stone representation of a cobra,
and the ground all around was stuck over with
pieces of wood carved very rudely in the shape
of a snake. These were the offerings left by
devotees, at the abode taken up by an old
snake, who occasionally would come out of his
hole, and feast on the milk, eggs, and ghee left
for him by his adorers.

* Around this place I saw many women who
had come to make their prayers at the shrine.
If they chanced to see the cobra, T was assured
that the omen was to be interpreted favourably.
and that their prayers for progeny would be
granted. There is a place also near Vaisarpadi.
close to Madras, in which the worship of the
living snake draws crowds of votaries, who make
holiday excursions to the temple (generally
on Sundays) in the hepe of seeing the snakes
whiclt are preserved in the temple grounds:
and probably so long as the desire of offspring
is a leading characteristic of the Tndian people,
so long will the worship of the serpent, or of
snake-stones, be a popular cult. TIn all pro-
bability the snake-stones were originally set up
in commemoration of a living snake, formerly
tenauting the spot.  In most places the stones
are to be counted by the dozen, or seore; and.
Julging  from the modern practice, as I saw
it myself ut Rijamandri, they were probably set
up in fultilment of vows, and in remembrance
of blessings flowing to the donors throaugh snake-
worship.”



