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Students of modern printing will be aware that Rudolf 

Koch is an outstanding personality in the modern devel= 

opment of the graphic arts in Germany, and has achieved 

fame as a type=designer, calligrapher, artist and book= 

binder. : The present 
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see, they have, in their present form at least, visual as 
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t. *rnrral utgnu. 

tl}e 6ot fatl}e origin from wl}fd) 
au .sign.a .atatt, anb i.a tl}eir fn .. 
netmo.at es-.6'ence. Ot was- wit() 
tl)i6 ibea tl)at tl)e ma.aonk 
fobge6 of olb e~pre66eb tl)e 
~ecrecy of tl}eit guilb.6' by means 
of tl}e bot. 

c.!()e oertkal .atrolte represent.a 
H)e one·neas of @ob, or the 
<Do6l}eab in genera{; ft afoo 
oumbofi6e.6 power be.acenbing 
upon manhinb from abobe, or, 
In tl)e opposite bfredfon, tbe 
~1,10t:nf ng of manltinb towarb.a 
hto()ec tl}ing.a. 

On tl)e l}ori3ontal .atrohe, on tl)e 
otl)er l)anb, we .aee tl)e \tart(), 
in wl}id) life nows eben{y anb 
eberytl)ing mobes on tl)e .same 
plane. 

'Q;l)e angle, or tl)e meeting of 
tl)e celestial anb tl)e terres-tdal. 
~.fo tl)ey po.s.ae.a.a notl)ing in 
common, tl)ey toud), but bo not 
cro.a.a one anotl)er. ~is- .afgn 
represent.a tl)e redprocatfon 
between@ob anb tl)e tuodb.On 
ma.aonk lobge.a of tl}e ffiibble 
~ges- tl)e dgl}t angle was- tl)e 
S'ign of 3u.atke anb J'ntegrfty. 
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On tf)e .sign of tf)e (ro.s.s ©ob 
anb<Eartf) are combineb anb are 
in ~armony. &rom two simple 
lines a complete sign f)a.s been 
ebolbeb. 'l~e (ro.s.s i.s by far t~e 
earliest of an signs,anbi.6' founb 
eueryw~ere,quiteapartfromt~e 
conception of (~riatfanity. 

'l~e drde, being witl)out be· 
ginning or enb, i.6' also a sign of 
©ob or of <Eternity. moreouer, 
in contrast wit{) tf)e ne~t sign, 
it is a .symbol of tf)e .sleeping 
eye of ©ob: "'lf)e6pfrit of©ob 
mobeb upon tf)e face of tf)e 
water.s." 
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'l~e open eye of ©ob, tf)e pur .. 
po.se of 1\ebefotion: "~!nb ©ob 
.saib, £et t~ere be figl)t." 

'lf)e pa.saibe female element; 
wf)at f)a.s been tf)ere from tf)e 
beginning of au tf)ings. "~nb 
©ob bit>ibeb tf)e waters Wl)id) 
were unber tf)e ~rmament from 
tf)e water.swf)id) were abobe tf)e 
~rmament." 

'-!. l)ll octfbe male element; w~at 
rnmea from on ~fgf); tf)e effec .. 
I l tJ 1~ element in time." ~nb ©ob 
bluibeb tf)e Hgf)t from tf)e bath• 
11Cl.l6." 

')lo tl)I? male element peroabes 
f he female, oo creation tahes 
pfMe, .ofnce eoerytf)ing belong .. 
1110 to tf)e libfng wodb fo com· 
,,ounbeb of tf)e conffuence of 
moh? onb female. On remote 
'1Mo fn t()e <Ea.st, anb also fn 
rtll1f" nortf)ern mytf)ofogy, tf)i.6' 
olt1n of tl)e W[)eel-cro.ss was a 
111mbol of tl)e 6un. 

~f)e triangle fg an andent<Egyp· 
tian emblem of tl)e ©obf)eab, 
anb al.so a l)ytl)agorean sym .. 
bol for wiabom.On(f)rfotianity 
it i.6' fooheb upon aa tf)e sign of 
tf)e triple peraonatity of ©ob. 
~gain, in biatinction from t~e 
next .sign, it f.6 anotf)er sign for 
tl)e female element, wf)id) is 
~rmly ba6'eb upon terrestrial 
matters, anb yet yearn6' a~er 
l)igf)er t~ings. ~l)e female f.s 
alwayaeartf)lyinitsconceptfon. 

~e triangle atanbing upon its 
ape~ is, on tf)e otl)er l)anb, tf)e 
male element, wf)fd) is by na· 
ture cele.stfal, an6 .ettibe.s a~er 
trutf). 
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~ot~ figure.a now .start mo bing 
towarb.G one anot~er, anb a.a 
t~ey toud) ead) otger witg tgefr 
ape~e.stgey formanotgerfigure, 
entirely new in appearance, 
wtt~out, ~otveber, eft~er of t~e 
otigfnal figure.a being bamageb 
or fnterfereb witg in any way. 

W~en, goweber, tl)ey pa.s6' 
t~rougg one anot~er, t~e nature 
of botg i.sfunbamentally altereb 
anb, a.a ft appeara, fo praco 
tkaUy oblfterateb. ~ complk· 
ateb anb entirely .symmetrical 
pattern fe f ormeb, witl) new anb 
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.surprising .section.s anb corre· 
latfott6, in w~fd) .sf~ .small 
bistinct trianglea- are groupeb 
arounb a large central ~e~agon. 
~ beautiful .star ~as appeareb, 
tgougg,wgen we e~amine it,we 
.see tgat bot~ tge original trian· 
glea still retain tgetr fnbibfbua· 
lity. 'tgu.s it is wben a perfect 
marriage binb.s man anb WO• 
man togetger. 

We now carry tge mobement of 
tge triangle6' a .step furt~er, .so 
t~at tgey part again anb form 
a .square 6tanbing upon one of 
its corner.a. ~e ttfanglea babe 
a common base line, but tgey 
point away from ead) otger in· 
.steab of towarb.s ead) otger a.a 
before.t'bi.s figure is t~e .simple 
.sum of t~e two trianglea lyfng 
ne~t to, but quite dear of, ead) 
otger.~i.s .sign al6'o .stanba for 
t~e four <f bangef fota. 

~e .square is t~e l'mblP.m of t~e 
wotlb anb of nature.~ biatinct 
from tbe ttfangle it ia tbe ~brfo· 
tfan emblem of wotlblineas. 
On ft is aymboli3eb t~e number 
four; t~ia gas a goa-t of .signf,. 
fication.s, M: t~e four elements, 
tl)e four corners of tl)e.fjeaben.s, 
t~e four <f bangelfots, tge four 
dbers of l)arabi.se. 

~)tee triang(ea an toud)fng at 
a central point to form a new 
~gure. ~is is an olb .symbol 
fot tge Q;ob~eab. ~eyonb t~ia 
not~ing is hnown about it. 

'tbe furca, or f orh, a mebiaebal 
aymbol for tge t'rinity, is al.so 
a l)ytgagorean emblem of tge 
course of life, in tge form of a 
riafng pat~ wit~ forh roaba to 
0oob anb <f bil. ~bi.a .sign is 
bery andent in origin, anb ts 
probably connecteb wftb t~e 
ne~t sign: 

t'~is f.s an olb emblem for tbe 
sun, wftl) t~ree rays.t'be croas 
strohes at t~e enbs of t~e ray.a 
aymbo1t3e t~e uault of t~e .fjea· 
bett6. 
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tl)e pentagram, a fibe-pointeb 
e-tar brawn witl) one strohe of 
tl)e pen: tl)fs sign belongs, as 
bo many otl)ers bepkteb l)ere, 
to tl)e most primftibe of man .. 
hf nb,anb fs certainly mud) olber 
tl)an written d)aracters. e5fgns 
of tl)fs hfnb are quite tl)e most 
andent l)uman bo-cuments we 
possess. tl)e pentagram l)as 
{)ab seberal biff erent sfgnifica· 
tfons at biff erent times f n tl)e 
l)istory of man. ~l)e '.pytl)a· 
goreans caUeb it tl)e penta{pl)a, 
anb tl)e (ettk priest6'tl)e wftd)' s 
foot.Otis also €Solomon's seal, 
fmown in tl)e ffiibbfe ~gee as 
tl)e goblin's cross.Ot also repre· 
aents tl)e fibe .senses; tl)e male 
anb female principles are aleo 
conbeyeb by tl)e arrangement 
of tl)e fit>e points. ~mongst tl)e 
bruibs ft Was tl)e efgn of ©ob,. 
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l)eab ,anb to tl)e3 ews it efgnifieb 
tl)e fibeffiosak boohs.~is sign 
was also popularly beHebeb to 
be a protection against bemon~ 
anb, by analogy, a 6'gmbol of 
safety. Ot is beliebeb too to be 
tl)e emblem of l)appy l)ome­
coming, wl)ence its empfoy. 
ment as an amulet. On ancient 
time&- it was a magk d)arm 
amongst tl)e people ofl3abyfon. 

~l)e octogram,an efgl)t-pointeb 
star brawn wit{) one strohe of 
tl)e pen. no e_xpkmatfon of tl)is 
sign is hnown. 

~e forh.~is sign, wit() wl)fd) 

we l}abe alteaby bealt, l)as a 
furtl)er meaning, namely, tl)e 
expectant soul, man ga3ing 
alo~ witl) out&'tretd)eb arms. 

<tl)e Same Sign, tnberteb ff n COns 
tea.st witl) tl)e prebfous gfgn, 
c~pcegses salbation bescenbfng 
from abobe anb spreabfng ober 
tl)e worlb below. 

f l)e two .signs apptoad) one 
cmotl)er anb form a new figure. 
) (a tl)ey come into contact tl)ey 
~ndose a space between tl)em. 

tl)ey ptoceeb to inter&"ect, tl)e 
prongs of tl)e forh.s appearing 
once more in tl)e figure. 

tl)e intersection fscomplete,anb 
regu{ta in anotl)er six-pofnteb 
&'tar. t'l)e two original figure.s, 
wl)id) were ao befinite in tl)efr 
impulse towarbg union, are 
. completely absorbeb by tl)e new 
figure, wl)id) rabiate.s &'trengtl) 
on all sf bes from a central point, 
anb wl)id),tl)ougl) itself motion· 
less, generates motion all a· 
rounb it. 
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~e tl)e la.et fibe eigne e~pre.s.seb 
tl)e fate of tl)e .soul, .so tl)e ne~t 
fibe symboliae tl)e nature of tl)e 
l)uman inteHect: 

l)aa.sibe inteHed 

~dibe intellect 

tl)e intellect in action 
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lteatit>e inteHect 

i)i.sorbeteb intellect 

~l)e tl)ree Itne.s, wl)etl)et tl)ey run 
bertkaUy or 1)oti3ontaUy, or 
wl)etl)et 'tl)ey mo be togetl)er or 
inbepenbently, ad)iebe notl)ing, 
emerging from tl)e boib anb re· 
turning to tl)e boib wl)ence tl)ey 
came.(Qnfy tl)e creatibe intellect 
endo.ses a space anb form.s a 
befinite figure, tl)e tl)ree boby • 
Ie.ss line.s becomf ng a real ob· 
ject of wl)id} t()e triangle i.s tl)e 
symbol. tnl)en tl)e inteHect is 
.sl)attereb, tl)e figure bi.ssolbes 
once more anb tl)e linee- return 
to tl)e boib, cutting tl)rougl) ead} 
otl)er in general bfaruption. 

'Ql)e ne~t fa a.setie.s of .sign.s fUu.strating tl)e bkfa.sitube.s off amily life: 

man 

tnoman 

man anb woman uniteb for 
procreation. 

~)e woman become.e pregnant, 

0 
anb beara a d}Ub. 

~)e family; man witl) l)i.s wife 
anb d}ilbren. 
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~part from f am Uy life t~ere i.6 
frienba~ip between men. 

men quarrel anb ~g~t. 

~e man biea. 

10 

00 

'Q:~e wibow anb [)et d)ilbren. 

0 

t'~e forlorn mot~er wit~ ~er 
remaining chilb. 

0 
one surbibing d)ilb, beating 
mitl)in gimaelf t~e germ of a 
nctu family. 
l[()e true eaaence of t~e ae~ea 
onb t()efr relatfoM~ips, anb tge 
1nnin prfoate fndbents offamf· 
f u life, are s~own fn t~e moat 
inopfreb form in t~eae 6igns, 
nnb ft woufb be impo.Ge-ible to 
6fodose t~e 6fmple a'tory of t~e 
lif c of manhinb more Iucibly fn 
'lllU worbs. 

~[)I? ne~t aetfea of aigns iUu· 
l't rotes tl)e wa~ing anb waning 
of l)uman life. 

~e unborn d)flb. 

Srom t~e moment of birt~ t~e 
inner lffe begine- to beoelop; tge 
drde is tl)e boby enf of bing it. 

t'~~ trinity of boby, minb anb 
soul fg now fully manffeateb. 
~e immortal eaaence,t~e e-oul, 
is tge point in t~e centre. tl)e 

11 



inner drde represents t~e in= 
tellectual life, t~e mentality of 
man, w~ilst t~e outer drde re= 
presents corporeal man. 

~~e intellect become.e bisorbereb 
anb turns its .strengt~ against 
itself cmb t~e boby. 

vt breahs rigl)t t~roug~ t~e con;:: 
fine.s of its mortal frame anb t~e 
man Me.s, w~ereupon t~e soul 
becomes ~omelee-.s anb return.a 
to tl}e place from wl}ence it first 
came. 

12 

~e .sign of .simple acti1'ity.~l}e 
efforts of manhinb fill t~e space 
assigneb to tl)em, trabersing it 
t~roug~out. 

~emultiformactibities of man= 
htnb are al}own by repeating tl}e 
precebing figure eeberal time.a 
ob er, in biff erent compartment.a. 

D 

a-elf a sign of orber, anb fits' per ... 
fedly into a similar figure, anb 
t~at is al.so tl}e funbamental 
principle of ebery tl}ing wit~ 
wl}id) we surrounb oura-elbes. 

~i.G is be.Gtrudfon,or bie'orber, 
in wl}id) all concorb Msappears, 
anb confusion tahe.e tl)e place 
of ~armony. 

~l}e triceps, an olb norbk sign. 
~ .eymbol of ~eabenf y power. 
13y tradng its perimeter from 
tl}e ape~ badt to t~e ape~ we 
reali~e tl}e meaning of tl}e worba-: 
"~~e mm of <5ob, bescenbing 
upon t~e worlb, sways to anb 
fro ober tl}e ~artl) anb returns 
again on .f)ig~. " 
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tl)e !atin (roaa, (ru~ orbina· 
ria, in early timea calleb @ob' s 
marh. ~e mo6t e~alteb emblem 
of tl)e (l)riatian faitl), t~e etgn 
of all etgna. !3y fa~ tl)e greater 
number of afgna f n t~et.Destern 
worlb are baseb on t~e sl)ape, 
or part of tl)e sl)ape of tl)e(ross, 
w l)etl)er tl)ey be f mperfal mono· 
grams, masonic afgns, family 
aigns, d)emkal symbols, or 
trabemarh.6. 

et. l)eter' s (ros8. ~kcorbing 
14 

to legenb, e>t. l)eter bieb on an 
inberteb (ross. 

et. ~nbrew's (ross, upon 
wl)id) et. ~nbrew suffereb a 
martyr's beatl). ~lso caUeb tl)e 
(ru~ becuaaata. ~~e bounbary 
(rogs of tl)e nomans, berfbeb 
from tl)e (ross uaeb by tl)em 
ag a barrier. 

e>t. ~ntl)ony's, or ~gyptfan 
(roaa; (ru~ commfoaa. ~lso 
calleb tl)e ~au (ross, from tl)e 
@reeh letter" T", tau. e>t.$ran· 
ds useb tl)ia aa l)is signature. 

~e @reeh (roas, (ru~ im· 
missa quabrata. 8rom tl)fo anb 
t~e £atin (roga tl)e following 
formawere beribebin t~e mibbfe 
ages for l)eralbk purposes: 

(roaa patee 

martese (roas 

(rosa botonnee or tteflee 

(rosa pomee or pommeUy 
15 



~ common figure appeara in 

~e papal (roas, or tl}e triple 
(roa.G of tl}e Western people.G. 

tbia connection as tl}e forh or ~e brohen, or d)ebron (roaa 
furha (ro.Ga, also calleb tl}e 
tbiebe.s' ( roaa. 

'll)e patriard)al (roas, or(roas 
of Lorraine. ~e (roas potent 
16 

~lnotl)er form of tl)e (roaa po .. 
tent. ~Uieb to tl)fo is tl}e (rosa 
mofine, Wl)id) ia met wit() fn 
huo forma: 

~l)e eigl}t-enbeb (roeg of tl}c 
1\uaafan~rtl)obo~<tl}utd}.'ll)e 
lower croaa-bar repreaenfo a 
footrest. 

~e~uaafan(roaa WftlJ a olont• 
ing f ootreat. 

~l)e ~rose- croaalet, al.Go calleb 
17 



tl)e .f)ofy (rose or tl)e <!;erman 
(roes. ~monget tl)e <!;noetks, 
t~e sign of t~e fourfolb my .. 
steties. 

++ 
++ 

~e ~rusaber.a', or 3erus-a(em 
(ross. 

l 

t'l)eeii>aetiha, or 8ylfot(ros-s. 
t>erit>eb from tl)e e>un wl)eel: 

18 

by breahing tl)e drcumference 
of tl)e drde: 

~mongst <Early ~rietians, 
tl)ia, as well as many otl)er of 
tl)e symbols tl)at follow, was 
m~eb ag a bfoguiseb (ros.s 
6utfng tl)e persecution of tl)e 
(l)riotians. .fjence its name 
(ru~ M.s.ehnulata. Jt was also 
rnlleb (ru~ gammata, from tl)e 
fad of its being ma be up of four 
<!;reelt gammas. 

~n elaborateb form of tl)e 
eit>astiha. 

_IL 
~r 

~l)e( roes i>oibeb, or gammabia, 
GO calleb from being compo.seb 
off our gamma6'. (fo.6ely relateb 
to tl)fo is tl)e beautiful babge of 
tl)e <!;erman gymna6'tk dubs: 

..:II:.. 
-=tF 

composeb off our" F "g,atanbing 
for: "8d.6d), fromm, frol)Ud), 
ftei. " ( .fjarby, gobfeadng, d)eer· 
ful anb free.) 

rl}fs (ross, eitl)er l)ewn in tl)e 
.atone or painteb on tl)e walls 

of 1'oman (atl)olk ~urd)e.s, 
benotes t~at tl)ey l)at>e been 
coneecrateb. ~fa ta al.so met 
wit() sometime.6 in tl)e form of 
a betad)e6(ro.6.s Witl)in a drde: 

• • 

• • 

t'l)e~gyptian symbol of Hfe,tl)e 
an.sateb, or loopeb ~au (rose, 
~Igo caUeb tl)e l{ey of tl)e nue. 
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~ (()riatian an.aateb (r066, 
betibeb from t~e <tgyptian sign. 

~()e and)or (roa-6 was, lihe t~e 
last one, a bfgguieeb (ro.ss. On 
it we see t()e~au(ro.a.a concea{ .. 
eb beneat() t()e common .6'ymbol 
of t()e ~nd)or. 

~ ~ · 

~ ~ 
(optic( ro.a.a, wit() t()e four nails. 
20 

~()e rai.aeb (ross occup~b a 
large place in t()e early (()risti= 
an repte8entatfon6 of t()e(ros.a: 

• 
~()e<tart(),upon Wl)id)t()e(roas 
Wa6 erecteb, i.6' {)ere repre.6'enteb 
by a bot.e>ometime.6' t()ere were 
.ai~ bot.a, repre.6'enting graiM of 
sanb: 

±.. • •• ••• 
+ + 

&rom an olb coin. 

<!l)e( ro.6'aeredeb on t()ree .atepa. 

~wo rafoeb(roe.se.a Wl)id) were 
'-T()e <tcoe6 erecteb on a column also bea-fgneb aa- ~td)angelkal 

(ro£Jses. 

+ 
' I (f ro.aa 6tanbing upon four 

li111~0 . Wl)Y tl)ere sl)oul~ be four 
fo Mffkult to e~plain. Q:'()ey may ~ rafseb (ros.a wit() a ()anb 
''llmboli3e tl)e four<tbangelfst.a. be.afbe it; from an olb cof n. 
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3. ~bt lltlonogram of <!Cbrtgt 
or <!Cbrtsmon 

tl)e ©no.atic e>un monogram. 
~e cro.s.a-.atroltea at tl)e enbs 
of t~e ray.s represent tl)e uault 
of tl)e .fjeat>ene. 

(l)rfomon composeb of an" I" 
anb a ©reeh "X". 

22 

~I? boub{e (rose- fo awo a bery 
early (l)ti.stfan symbol.Ot con· 
.ai.at.s of tl)e @reelt "X "anb tl)e 
(t0.68 • . 

~ bery ancient pagan e>un 
w~eel, interpreteb by tl)e~tis· 
tian.e-aea (l)rf.amon." l '~3e.sus, 
"X ".c~rfot. 

~l)e bouble (ro.se in a drde. 
e>ee abot>e. 

~l)eforegofng.aignwitl)a.aeconb 
drde. t'()e outer may be inter· 
preteb a.a the 8inite, tl)e inner 
a.a a gfgn of ~ternity. 

~()I? monogram of 3e6U6. On· 
oteab of t~e ~rat tl)ree @reeh 
letter.a of the worb 3egue, I H C. 
l ater tl)e H was regarbeb as a 
!atin letter, anb tl)e meaning 
ntttibuteb to tl)e monogram 

became: "On l)oc .signo", i. e. 
"On tl)is sign." 
Ot afoo benoteg:"3eaug .fjomi· 
num 6alt>ator", i.e.: "3e.su.a 
~ebeemer of manhinb" .~ bery 
common interpretation in @er.c 
many tobay i.s: "3e.susfjeil unb 
e>eligmad)er".(3e.su.a,e>at>iour 
anb ~ebeemer.) 

tl)emost wibe6J)reab anb beet­
ltnown (l)ci.amon. Ot Wa6' pro· 
bably originally bebelopeb from 
an andent oriental repre.aenta• 
tion of tl)e rising sun, in wl)id), 
in a way Wl)id) seem.a obb to us, 
tl)e ball of tl)e sun is gl)own ober 
a (to.a.a representing it.s rays: 

0 
+ 
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jrom tijfo, at a later bate, came 
tl)e gfgn: 

(losely relateb to tl)is stanbg 
tl)e angateb (ross: 

t'l)e so-callebttlitror oft)enus, 
t~e gymbo( of tl)e planet t)enus: 

i6' also relateb to an olb orien .. 
24 

tal symbol for t~e e>un, formeb 
tl)us: 

~ccotbing to f egenb tl)e (l)rfs .. 
mon: 

appeareb in a bream to t~e 
<!mperor (onstantfne accom· 
panieb by a uoke saying: "Jn 
tl)is sign 6'l)alt tl)ou conquer." 
£je accorbingly {)ab tl)e sign 
embla~oneb on ~is war banner. 
t'l)is banner is caUeb tl)e la .. 
barum. 
~e sign i6' composeb of tl)e two 

©re eh initial letters of tl)e name 
(grist: "X "anb "P". Otis afoo 
calleb tl)e 6ignum Def, anb fg, 
poesibly, as a ({)tistian sym .. 
bol, olber tl)an tl)e (ro.sg ib~elf. 

~form of (l)riemon frequently 
cncountereb, in w[)id) t[)e" P "is 
ohnplifieb into a {)ooh. £)ere we 
l}nbe a (rosa-fn place of tl)e" X '~ 

~( oion wit{) Wl)id) we l)aue al· 
t·coby met ag t[)e octogram,w[)id) 
lo I,ere to be conafbereb as t()e 

fntereectfon of four" X "£S. Ot re· 
pre.sent£S a concealeb(l)rismon. 

t'wo S'igns wibely u.seb in tl)e 
(~ristian (l)urd) from bery 
early times, namef y,~lpl)a anb 
tJmega, after tl)e pas.sage in tl)e 
~pocalypee: "O am t[)e ~lp[)a 
anb t[)e 4'mega". ~)e letters 
o~enappearwft()t()e(ros-.spro= 
ceebfng from tl)em. On t()e ne_xt 
e~ample tl)e form of t[)e 4'mega 
l)ae altereb: 
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~l)e two lettera are useb in con .. 
ni~ction tnitl) tl)e(ross in many 
bifferent ways, of wl)id) tl)e 
aboue sign is a goob e~ample. 
Otis also frequently met wftl) in 
conjunction witl) tl)e(l)riamon. 

~combination of tl)e(l)rismon 
witl)" I'' anb" C", Jesus e>oter, 
Jesus ({)ti.st, e>abiout. 

£jere tl)e ©teeh'1 P"i6 tepfoceb 
by tl)e !attn " R fl . 

A ch 
~l)e ~au (ros.s wit{) tl)e ~lpl)a 
anb 4'mega. ~l)is, line all tbe 
otl)er monograms Ulu.atrateb 
l)ere,is befinitely connecteb wttl) 
(l)riat. 

On t1)i6 e~ample tl)e !.atin 11 H 11 

is abbeb, wl)id) may wen stanb 
for HOC. 

~ beautiful (l)rismon reminfs= 
cent of tl)e ~gyptian anaateb 
(ttosa. t'~I? bariety of t1)e.se mo· 
nograma fo bery great, anb tl)e 
f nuentfbene.ss .sl)own by tl)e 
~orly (l)ri.stians in tl)eit be= 
atgn is boun6les.s. 

'llonogram of 3 el"i ll:.'I, beneatl) 
,rn of 6 sign 6enoting 1\e6emp= 
lion, or tl)e £joly '1;1)ost. 

xps 
+ 

~l)e fine abobe tl)e monogram 
representl3 tl)e £joly '1;1)013t in 
tl)is example al13o. 

£)ere fl Y 11 tahe13 t()e place of" I ". 
~1)i13 waa not unusual in tl)e 
ffii66fo ~gee. 

~1,fa·, lfhe tl)e next sign, i.s a fut= 
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t~er bebefopment of tl)e (~tis= 
mon. 

++ 

'Jt is sometimes questioneb 
w ~et~er t~e rosette in tl)i6 ngure 
~as any particular signi~cance. 
©ne t~eory is t~at tl)e ©mega 
beneat~ t~e rose sl)oulb be reab 
as an "S" anb t~at t~e sign 
means 1'osa nosarum, one of 
t~e names by w~id) t~e Uirgin 
mary is hnown. 'Jn t~at case 
t~e meaning of tl)e rose itself 
also becomes dear. 
28 

. 
~~e ffo~ sign is a symbol useb 
from t~e bery earliest bays of 
(~tistenbom.m,e letters form· 
ing t~e worb " ~s~" in ©reeh, 
('Jd)t~ys), are t~e initial letters 
of nbe ©reeh worbs meaning: 
"Jesus (~rist, e>on of ©ob, 
e>abiour." 

tl)e (~rismon in conjunction 
wit~ t~e ©reeh worb for ~s~. 

lf~e following sign appears as an impression on ©reeh (ommu· 
nion wafers, anb means: "Jesus ~rist, conquer!" 

IC XC 
NI~ 

~~e .foUow!ng sign ~ tahen from a mosaic in t~e (atacombs. tl)e 
(~rtsmon m t~ree btffe~ent 6t~e6, e-uperimpo.seb upon one anot~er. 
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4. <!e)tber <!btitStian tSignu. 

0 

t'~ese are 6f~ symbo16 for t~e .fjoly t'tinfty. 

On some of t~em t~e ~tfamon combines wit~ t~e triangle, t~e sign 
of '5ob t~e jat~er. On t~e last sign, t~e t~ree drdea represent t~e 
t~ree itnitfe.e, ead) of w~id) fa aelf .. containeb anb complete fn itself. 
~ betaff eb analysis of ead) sign fa ~arbly possible. 
30 

<r'f)e ne~t sign fs a simple aym. 
bol of t~e t'rinfty, anb presents 
no bifficurty to t~e mobern mfnb. 

Jn t{)fo figure tl)e tl)ree 'Persona­
of tl)e t'rinfty are repre.eenteb fn 
tf)e .simple.et signs t{)at can be 
w~eb. 

~I cruciform monogram com· 
po.eeb of t~e '5reeh worbs for 
flol)t (Pl)os) anb fffe ('~oe). 

~mate! .!ooe! 

motl)er of <!;ob. 

On '5reeft: meter ~{)eou, {)ere 
s{)orteneb to mer ~{)u. 

t'{)e atrohes above t{)ia mono· 
gram benote {)olineaa, as in t{)e 
conbentionafoymbof of t{)e{)alo. 

~{)e monogram of mary. 
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~ d)arming e~planatfon of t~i.s 
(ros.s, sometimes ealleb t~e 
and)or (roa.s, i.6 a.s follow.s: 
~rfat,aymboli~eb by t~e(ro.s8', 
born of mary, symboli~eb by 
t~e crescent moon. 

~~e aeben=brand)eb canbleatklt, 
t~e symbol of t~e ©lb ~eata .. 
ment. 

~~i.6 i.s anot~er early sign for 
t~e ~dnity. 
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~ad) drde ~aa ft.s own centre 
anb is t~erefore complete in ft .. 
self; at t~e same time it ~as a 
large section in common wit~ 
ead) of t~e ot~er drdea, t~oug~ 
only t~e small central a~ielb f.s 
cobereb by all t~ree drde.s. an 
t~i.s s~ielb t~ey poase.s.s a new 
central point, t~e teal ~eatt of 
t~e w~ole figure. 

~~e symbol of Saft~, t~e patient 
e~pedation of aalbationcoming 
from abobe. 

~~e symbol of t~e itnfberse. 
~~e barh centre is t~e ©rb of 

~art~ an6 Water, t~e of 6 con= 
ception o Hl)eWotl6 ,surrounbeb 
by tl)e inner ring of tl)e aerial 
ocean, anb t()e outer ring of t~e 
empyrean. 

<rwo signs m;eb to e,xordae ebil 
opirfta.vn tl)e ca6'e of bot() tl)e.se 
llfgn.a, aa wttl) tl)e pentagram 
onb tl)e octogram, it is wortl)y 
of note tl)attl)eyeallforacertain 
be,xterfty, anb t~at a clumsy 
µere-on wouf 6 be unable to braw 
them. 

~l)f.s is a sfmplf~eb repreaenta= 
tion of tl)e ~rb of tl)e Wotlb. 
~()e olb conception of tl)e ~art() 
was t{)at it is bf bf beb tl)ua. ~e 
centre of tl)e Wodb wa5 3eru .. 
~alem, tl)e place wl)ere salba· 
hon came to manhinb. ~e 
upper l)alf of tl)e ~rb is ~afa. 
~l)e bertkal line represents tl)e 
ttlebiterraneane>ea,on tl)e rfgl)t 
anb fe~ of wl)id) He ~frka anb 
~urope reapectit>ely. Jn ~ady 
(l)rfotian ~rt tl)e £orb Wa£J 
af)ottm rnrryfng tl)fo ~rb in l)fs 
l)an6; in later times tl)is was 
altere6 to a ball witl) a (roas 
upon ft. 
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5. ~bt £!flonogram. 
<!()e ffionogram f.6' a aign compoae6 Of Wtftten d)atadete- f ntetf ace6 
wft() one anotl}er. ~()e !atfn undala, from wl}fd) our pre.Gent bay 
writing i.6' betibeb, are signs of t()e utmost bfgnity anb aimplkity. 

We are, generally speahtng, .13'0 accustome6 to conned tl)e i6ea of 
sounbs wit() tl)e .efgl}t of tl)ese forms, tl)at it f.e only wit() b{Jfkufty 
t()at we can 6fosodate tl}e letters from tl}i.6, anb t()inh of tl}em as 
symbol.6. 

~()e game fa- · true of ~tabk numeral.6, wl}id), in6eeb, owe tl}efr 
otfgtn to quite anotl}er part of tl}e Wotlb, but wttl} wl}ose d)aradet 
as .6ign.6 we are, ~oweber, not f e.66' familiar. 
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'tl}e monogram plays an important part in t()e Wotlb of .eigns. 
~~e $reelta- were tl}e original int>entoro of tf)e monogram, w~id) 
read)eb t()e ()eigf)t of ft6 glory in t~e !3y3anttne periob. Gt fa some., 
times biffkult to interpret monograms, a6 t~eir letters are o~en 
bery mud) bf6gUi6eb,oc turneb bach to front, or only partially brawn, 
.eo tf)at it frequently requires great .ehiU to biscot>er t~e names 
conceaf eb in t()em. 

$reeh monogram. 

!3mantf ne monogram of t()e 
name ~reobinbus. 
36 

!3y3antine monograms w~o.ee 
meaning f6' unhnown. 

• 
Gn many !3y3antine mono· 
gram~ we finb tl)e genitfoe form 
OV,. ~f)e bocuments of t(}at 
perrob condubeb wit() names in 
t()e genitive case, on~ tl)e mono .. 
gram tf)en con.etituteb tf)e en~ 
of tf)e bocument. 

~l monogram focmeb wftl) tl)e 
<tl)ri.atfan ~au <tcoa.a. 

~~otf)er monogram .el) owing a 
r~h~fou.e fnffuence; tf)fo i.e t>ery 
.atmllar to a <tl)riamon mu • 
6trateb furtf)ec badt. 

~l)fo monogram afoo .af)ow6 
tf)~ f!lfluence of tf)e <t()riatkm 
rehgron. 
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~~e monogram of a man wit~ 
t~e (~tiatian name 'Paul. 

tl)e monogram of t~e name 
3o~annea. 
38 

' 

niholaua 

1'ibaa in Deo. ©ob be wit~ you. 
~n e~preaaion of goob - wm 
founb in early (~riatian fetters. 

!3ene Oalete. <!Soob .fjealt~. ~ 
form of greeting often founb at 
tl)e condusion of olb papal bo .. 
cumenta. 

~~e monogram of 13is~op 
~ret~raa of (aesarea. 

0 
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monogram of iUp~ilaJJ,13is~op 
of t~e <aot~.e. 
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~~e name .aign of t~e <f mperor 
3u.etinian. 

manuel II. 

• • 
+ • 

'.pfpin tf)e 6f)ort 
~f)e ~ros.e wae brawn by a 
.scribe, anb tf)e bottt abbeb by 
tf)e ~ing. 

~f)atlemagne 

<r~e only part brawn by tf)e 
<Emperor f)im.eelf wa.a tf)e lo= 
~enge in tf)e mib~ l c, for f)e wa.a 
Ufiterate. ~ .scribe tf)en abbeb 
tbe remainber. 

* 

~wo .efgn.e of <Dtf>o tf)e $reat, 
of wf)id) tf)e firt;t {)a.a no con· 
nectfon wit{) f)i.e name. 
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6. ~tonemasons' signs. 

~l)ese were aigns by Wl)id) jour= 
neyman stonemaa-ona- in tl)e 
mibble~ges Mstingufol)eb t~eir 
fini.el)eb worn. 'Q;~ey are to be 
f ounb cart>eb on many ©erman 
catl)ebrals anb otl)er mebiaebal 
builbings. 
tl)e maa-onk lobgea- were pow .. 
erful guilbs of stonemae-one-, 
tl)e d)ief one being tl)e masonic 
fobge of e5trasaburg, wl)id) {)ab 
aut~ority ober all tl)e otl)er lob= 
oes of au tl)e @erman=speahfng 
countries.~l)emembers of tl)ee-e 
ouilbs were strongly bounb to" 
getl)er in tl}eit worn. ~tiginally 
tl)eSe ma.sonic fobges were en::r 
th:ely controHeb by tl)e <tl)urd), 
but tl)ey aoon a-l)ooh tl)em.eelbea­
free from tbe in"uence of reli· 
gion. S'or a long time, ()OWet>er, 
tl)ey still remaineb powerful 
oodetfee- of men remarhable for 
t()efr principles anb abf)erence 
to tl)e <t1)urd}. ~n tl)e comp le= 
tf on of {)Le apprentkesl)ip tl)e 
Journeyman recefbeb a sign, 

conferreb upon l)im by l)fs mas= 
ter. ~f.e a-ign was tahen from 
a a-o=caUebmo tl)er::rfigure,wl)td) 
biffereb in ead) masonic Iobge. 
~l}eae bifferentmotl)er=figurea­
were baseb upon triangulation 
anb aquaring, tl)e trefoil anb 
tl)e quattefoiL S'rom tl)ese signs 
we can tell e~actly wl)ence tl)e 
wanbedng journeymen came 
wl)o worheb on any particular 
builbing. 
1)fsgraceful conbuct mfgl)t leab 
to a mason being bepribeb of 
l)is sign, anb e~dubeb ftom l)is 
lobge. ~e first buty of a jour= 
neyman w()en l)e came unber 
a new master, in tl)e course of 
l)ia trabela, waa to construct 
t1)e sign of l)fo own motl)et 
lobge, before ~ia asaembfeb col= 
leagues in tl)e lobge room, anb 
tl)en to e~plain ft .symbolically. 
master masons were alfoweb 
to endo6e t()eir own sigm~ wit{)= 
in a sl)ielb. 
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.fjere foUow a few stonema.eona' signs of bifferent periobs: 

~~e abobe are four 13y3antine maeonk .signs, ~dua!f Y purely 
alp~abetkal monograms, closely relateb to t~e bestgns m t~e laat 
d)apter. 
44 

e1~ noman signs, remarhable for t~eir beautiful dearnees anb 
simplicity of form. ~o t~e mobern minb t~ese signs are typical of 
t~e bigoroue age w~id) probuceb t~em . 

13y fat t~e commonest maa-onk .aigns are t~ose on t~e @.ot~k 
45 



builbings t~at still sutbibe. ~~ey ate o~en to be founb in great 
profu.efon, anb .e{)OW consibetable ingenuity. ~~e two following 
pages s~ow examples of t~ese : 

46 

...L ,-
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~l)i8 d)apter condube8 wit{) a 6ign composeb of eigl)t 8Ubsibfary 
8ign6, tahen from a Srend) calenbar. Vt probably repre8ent.G tl)e 
eigl)t corner6 of tl)e fjeatnma, tl)e wl)ole forming a rl)umb-carb. 

48 

7. ~bt four @lrmtntg. 

Sire. 
.Ory warmtf) 
8iery, d)olerk 

Water. 
1'amp colb 

8luib, pf)legmatk 

~fr . 
1'amp warmtf) 
~fry, ~mngufne 

~artf). 
1'ry colb 

6olib, mefond)olk 

49 



Water 

~ltl)ougl) of tl)e .signs on tl)e preufous page only tl)e two fir.st are 
dear, namely, fire bfo~fng into tl)e l)eigl)t~ anb water sinltfng into 
tl)e eartl), t~e interpretation of tl)eae drde stgn.s seems more natural 
to tl)e mo6ern minb. 

50 

B. gstronomttal signs. 

~l)e aymbof of tl)e moon. 

~l)e symbofs of tl)e planets are amongst tl)ose moat frequentf y 
empfoyeb. 'Q:'{)ey play an important part in ~.strofogy, to wl)fd}, 
fn6ee6, tl)ey owe tl)efr origin. ~l)ey are, for tl)e most part, compos .. 
e6 of (rosse.s, tl)e symbols of tl)e elements, anb tl)e symbol.6 of 
tl)e 6un anb moon, wl)id) benote actioene.ss anb passfbene.ss 
re.apectf bely. 

51 



~~e nature of Jupiter fo lunar, 
anb-it bominatw t~e elemente-. 
~~is symbol al6o ~tanba for 
tin. 

mars. 
~~i6 sign odginateb in t~e ~o· 
biac sign for ~des, w~id) is 
s~own pointing in t~e opposite 
birection I towarbS t~e eun. 
~~is was later altereb to an 
arrow , apparently pointing 
away from t~e eun. ~{so t~e 
sign for iron. 
52 

mercury. 
~~e nature of t~is planet fo 
bot~ solar anb lunar, anb it 
bomtnates t~e elements-. ~~e 
sign is ~ermap~robitk . crt ta 
ale-o useb to represent qukh· 
sitber. 

eaturn. 
!.unat nature, bomf nateb by 
t~e elements. !.eab i6 repre• 
senteb by t~e e-ame sign. 

t)enue-
fs e-olar, bomfnating t~e ele· 
men ts. ~lso t~e sign for copper. 

~l)e ~art~ 

fo O'olar, anb is bominateb by 
tf)e elements. 

<tl)e remaining planet symbols 
are largely of later origin, anb 
opting from Mfferent assoda· 
tfons of fbeas: 

itranus 

neptune 
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3uno 
54 

t'~e sign for t)esta repreeenta 
an altar wit~ a aacri~dal ~te 
upon it. neptune i6 reprwenteb 
by a tribent. 

t'~e eign.s of t~e ~obiac are 
ibenti~eb wit~ tl)e constella· 
tion.s, anb bate, as bo t~e planet 
.signs, from bery remote timw. 
t'~ey are common to all na· 
tiona. 

~quariue, t~e water .. bearer. 
3anuary. ~aurus, t~e bull. ~pril. 

©emini, t~e twins. may. 

<tancer, t~e crab. 3une. 

leo, t~e lion. 3ufy. 

t}frgo, t~e birgfn. ~uguat. 
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t u 
!ibra, t~e .scales. eeptember. 

ecorpio f t~e .scorpion. 4.)dober. 
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eagittariu.s, t~e ard)er. 
not>ember. 

(aprkornu.s, t~e goat. 
December. 

~fo t~e 6un traces it.s pat~ 
t~roug~ t~e ~rmament of t~e 
~.xeb atara, it cro.s.se.s t~e.se con· 
atellation.s, anb ead) mont~ is 
nameb a~er t~e constellation 
in w~id) it occurs. ~e e~ad 
poaition of t~e conatellation.s 
i.6 grabually altering in relation 
to t~e ca(enbar year, .so t~at at 
t~e pre.sent time t~e beginning 
of t~e mont~ no longer coindbes 
wit~ t~e entry of t~e sun into 
a new constellation. ~bout t~e 
~r.st two=t~it:b.s of t~e mont~ 
belong to t~e pret>iou.s con.stet .. 
lation,anb only in t~e last t~irb 
boe.s t~e conception still ~olb 
true. 
~quariu.s i.s repre.senteb by wa· 
t>e.s, ~ties by ~orn.s, ~aurua 
by a bull's ~eab,<!;emini by two 

parallel strohes; tl)e aign ~for 
(ancer ~as, originally, two 
\tab~ f acmg to one anotl)er. Jn 
tl)e G"tgn.s for leo anb (aprkor .. 
nus, tl)e outlines are baguely 
remtntacent of tl)e animals 
!bem.selt>e.s; tl)e .sign for 1Jirgo 
ts a monogram of t~e Uirgin 
mary. !ibra is repreaenteb by 
tl)e beam of a pair of sca(ea 
e>corpio can be recogniheb by 
l)f.6 sting anb 6agittarfua by 
l}ia arrow. 

6pring 

eummer 

~utumn 

••• •• • 
Winter 

~l)e ay~b~Ifom of tl)eae aigna 
1a no,t btfftcuft to grasp, ilfu .. 
stcatmg, as t{)ey bo, tl)e wa_xing 
anb wani~g of Iffe anb, in t~e 
rnse of tl>mter, protection in a 
l)ou.G'e from colb anb .snow. 

morning i t{)e rt.sing <5un. 
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~~e l\omcma nameb t~e bays 
of tl)e we eh after t~e planets, M 

~benlng; t~e .eetting eun. 

Day anbUig~t,Lig~t anbDath" 
ness, 4.)penness anb (onceal" 
ment. 
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follows: 

eunbay, dies solis 

monbay, dies lunae 

~uesbay, dies martis 

Webne.ebay, dies mercurii S"ribay, dies veneris 

~~Ute"bay, dies jovis eaturbay, dies saturni 
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9. autrologtcal ~igns. 

~1,ese are u~eb for casting dearly befineb ~oroscopes, in w~fd} t~e 
planets anb t~e signs of t~e~obiac finb t~emselt>es in bired relation. 
~()e casting of tl)e l)otoscope bepenbs, amongst many ot~er con· 
siberations, upon tl)e way in w~fd} t~ey stanb in relation to ead} 
ot~er. ~~e planets stanb to one anot~er: 

On conjunction, t~at is at a e>emi-quabrate, or 45 begrees 
bistance of o begrees. 

~emi-se~tHe, or 20 begrees 
60 

ee,xtile, Ot 60 begree6 

~uabrate, or 90 begrees 

~rigon, or 120 begrees 

' 

<l)ne anb a ~alf quabratea or 
I 35 begrees ' 

~uincun,x, or 150 begrees 

4)ppositfon, or 180 6egrees 

<tonsteUatfon in a state of retro .. 
grabatfon 
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~~e moon in aecenbing nobe ~l)e !noon in beecenbing nobe 

Ot f6' impracticable, in t~e preeent conne~ion, to go any beeper into 
~fotrofogy anb t~e ca.sting of l)oroecope.a-. 4-)ur only concern is wit() 
t~e eigne t()em.eelbea-, w~id), as- in ot~er caeee we l)abe mentioneb, 
conttibuteb ao materiaUy to tl)e preeervation of t~e my.etery of tl)ia 
occult sdence. ~l)ey bib, ~oweuer, poe.6'eea a practical abbantage in 
prooibing a el}odeneb met~ob of e~pre.6.6'ing certain ibeae . .fjow t>ery 
important eud) 6l)ortening was can be .6'een in matl)ematk.6'. S'or 
tl)e most orbinary cakulation we employ efgne wl)id) we bo not 
illustrate ~ere simply because tl)ey are alreaby hnown to everyone, 
but w~id) must be mentioneb in tl)e eame d)apter as tl)e above 
signs, wit() wl)fd) tl}ey are do.6ely connedeb. 

10. J3otanttal ~tgns-. 

~ree 

Perennial plant 

~nnual 

l3iennial 

~not~er symbol for biennial 
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male bloom l}etnidous, susped 

Semale bloom 'Poisonous 

Otoedoua bloom t)ery poisonous, beably 
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11. <!Cbtmtcal ~tgns. 
t'~e following aigna are tahen 
from t~e ~lb d)emkal ayatem. 
~~ree P~tfosopgkal aigna for: 

6ulpgur 
'Q:~e combustible elements 

6alt 
t'~e metalloibs 

mercury 
~~e metals 

~efote6 to t~eae signs-are t~oae 
of t~e seben metalfoibs: 

t)ftriol 
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e>altpetre eat ~mmonia~ 

~lum eulp~ur 

e5alt ~ntimony 

66 

~mongat tr,e great tJatiety of 
aigna tf)at were uaeb in early 
d}emistry,t~ere are many w r,td} 
are remarkably beautiful. 
~tJen if tr,e meaning of many 
of tr,e afgna-fo almoat forgotten, 
netJertr,eleaa tr,ere ia a beptf) of 
feeling f n tr,efr be6'fgn, anb in 
tr,emweaeewitr, wr,at a wealt~ 
of emotional ibeaa our ancea· 
tors connecteb tr,eae tf)ings. 

~(um 

~notf)er sign for ~f um 

~ma lg am 

~ntimony 
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le ab ~ngleefte l3ora,x 

~not~er sign for arsenic W~ite leab 
.fjematite ~ko~ol, or spirits of wine 

~not~er sign for w~ite leab l3oiue Gron 
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(opiapite e>ubacetate of copper crystals ~lnot~er sign for metal lime 

i1rine lime 

t){negar e>ubacetate of copper metal lime (opper saffron 
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Oron t>itriol !ye 

Precipitate e>teel 

mini um 

~quafortia eublimate 

~Uhali 4.)rpiment 

72 l3rftn8tone 
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eublimation 'Precipitation 

roatet 
'tin 

~nnealing 

t)ittiol 
Woob 
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12. •ouse~ anb J)olbtngu~llftarks 
fjouee·marha were, at firet, 
prit>ate aigna of peasant pro· 
prfetora, anb t~efr uee waa 
originally confineb to t~efr ~olb" 
inga, all mot>eable property 
upon w~idJ waa bistinguia~eb 
by t~e ~olbinge-marh. 

't~e ~o(binga-marh waa bia· 
playeb: 
l3y bef ng pund)eb into noateb 
timber, w~fd) cou16 t~ue be 
aorteb out at t~e enb off ta run. 
l3y being anf ppeb into t~e ears 
of bomeetk animate anb t~e 
feet of web .. footeb animale. 
l3y being dfppeb out of t~e coats 
of ~oraea. 
l3y being painteb on eache, anb 
on t~e "eecea of a~eep. 
l3y being cut into t~e upper 
bille of ewane. 
l3y being ploug~eb into t~e eur .. 
face of t~e fielbe. 
l3y being carbeb on treee anb 
on atkhe uaeb for brawing Iota. 
l3y being embroibereb on ruge 
anb dot~e. 
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l3y being pund)eb or branbeb 
into t~e iron or wooben pa rte of 
agricultural implemente, re· 
apectit>ely,anb by being branbeb 
into t~e l)ibee of bomeatk ani· 
male anb t~e ~orna of cattle. 

~t a later bate t~ese ~ouee· 
marha came to be ueeb aa per• 
eonal signs, anb offen unbet• 
went mobifications at t~e ~anbe 
of bifferent membere of t~e fa· 
mUy. later still t~ey were ueeb 
aa trabe·marh.6 anb tl)e marhe 
of craftsmen anb artiat.s. 't~e 
euggeatton t~at t~ey owe tl)efr 
origin to t~e 2'unea fa only to 
be accepteb in rare rneee. 

't~e aimpleat form of ~ouae· 
math ie t~e one compoeeb of 
notd)ea, anb in moat of t~eee 
atraig~t linea prebominate. 
(urbee were broug~t into uae 
mud) later, anb preauppoee a 
bifferent met~ob from t~at of 
snipping anb carbing, more in 
t~e nature of pai ntf ng or writing. 

<r~e abobe fa a beeign on a atkh 
uaeb for brawing Iota. 
~l)e peasant communitiea of 
earlier times brew lots amongst 
tl)emeelbee,to bedbe w ~o a~oulb 
be tl)eir repreaentatibe to looh 
offer t~e interests of tl)eit ~olb· 
tnge; t~ia t~ey bib by means 
of lottery atkh.6 of t~e biff erent 
l)olbinga, w~id) were rnet into 
n ~at anb brawn. ~~eae atkh.6 
tuere mabe of woob, anb bore 
tl)e l)ouae=marha on t~em; t~ey 
tuere off en newly ma be for ead) 
occasion, being cut from willow 
hufgG 1 a(( Of t~e !.'Ome (engt~, 
from W~id) t~e b~uh wae cart>" 
1?b in sud) a way aa to e~ow 
tl)e Wl)ite woob beneat~ it. 

t'~e foUowing are a few simple 
forma of pribate aigna: 

xx 
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IDO<ll 
~ben to t~ig bay crafta'men 
mark t~eir own tools in t~ig 
manner. ~~e babges of ranh on 
uniforms c-ome into t~e same 
category. t'~ere are numerous 
forms wbid) are constantly re .. 
curring as tbe basis of ~ouse .. 
anb ~o(bings .. marh8; t~ese ~abe 
been giben a spedal nomen"' 
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dature.~~ig nomendature i8 of 
consiberably later origin t~an 
t~esigns t~emselt>es,anb arose 
from dose assodations o fibeas. 
vt is not quite certain w~et~ec 
a pattkular .sign, for instance, 
was meant to represent a fry· 
fngpan, or w ~et~er a drde wit~ 
a t>ertical line attad)eb to it was 
besctibeb as a frying.,pan w~en 
ft became nece.s-sary to refer to 
ft in worbs. 

~ese two forms were bee-cribeb 
ae- fodts. 

tl)e barrel fabber 

~~e strut 

~not~er strut t'~e straig~t ebge 
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~~e winbmill 

~not~et winbmtll 't~e goosenedt 
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'll)e ear of oats ~e manure ~eap ~e frying pan 



tl)e aworb t'~e bouble nan, or bouble ~ooh 

~not~er and)or ~~e <trow' ts foot, or witd) 'ts foot 

~~e carpenter' ts tsquare 

tl)e and)or 

82 
tl)e wolf ts toot~, or ~anger 
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~~e sign of .fjermes 

'(~16 sign is met wit~ quite as 
frequently reberaeb, as i6 t~e 
case wit~ a great man~ ot~er 
signs, but t~is boes not m any 
way alter t~eit meaning. 
'(~e way in w~id) t~ese ~gns 
were mobifieb can best be dlu= 
strateb by tl}fs partkulat sign, 
wbid) forms t~e basis of ma~y 
trabe-marhs anb cra~smen 5 

signs. 
~4 

~be following are t~ree baria· 
tions of t~i6 afgn: 

'lbe ne,xt series illustrates t~e way in w~id) t~e t>arious members 
of tbe same family abopteb t~e original marh of tbeir bouse anb 
mobf~eb it for tbeir own use: 

'lbe signs of a man, ~is brotber, anb bis son. 'lbe grounb upon 
wbtd) tbese signG are construdeb i6 a mus~room. 
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~~e following family signs are baseb on t~e .square: 

. 

~~at t~e members of t~e .same f am,ily e~o~lb ~esire, to btetingui.sl) 
t~e worft of t~at f amtly by a padtcular .atgn ts qut!e ~atural, ~s 
w al.so t~e ww~ of ead} member of t~e f amtly to btetmguw~ ~ta 
own fnbfuibual worh. On t~e ne~t series t~w ibea w .stiU fud~er 
Ulu.strateb anb e~pfoineb. 
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t'~emannerin wl)id) tl)e O'ameaign i8 employe6 bysucce.a.sibegenera~ 
tions of t~e same famtry fo .al)oWn in t~e following genealogical table: 

1 

3 

5 

1. -q:()e founber of t~e family. 2. ~~e elbest son. 
3,-q:~e el6eat granbson. 4.~~e seconb granbson . 
5. ~l)e aon of t~e elbestgranbson. 6, 7 anb s.n,e 
tl)tee .sone of tl)e seconb granbson, in seniority 
from le~ to tig~t. 

-q:()e ~rst .sign remaina und)angeb in t~e line of 
primogeniture. ~~e younger aons abb barious 
strokes to t~e original sign. ~~is aign is again 
mobi~eb by t~eir 6eacenbants, e_xcept in t~e case 
of t~e elbest son, w~o alwayG taltes ober ~is 
f at~er' s .sign unaltereb. 

We wiU now trace t~e .signs of t~e seconb fine. 

4 

6 7 8 
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On t~e seconb line a similar process of mobi~catton tahes p~ace, 
quite inbepenbently of any ot~er line. On t~e ot~er collateral hn,es, 
anb tn t~e f outt~ or «~~ generation, of course, tl)e accumulatton 
of abbeb marhs begins to become confu~ingi so t~at t~e process 
cannot be carrf eb out ouer many generattons. 

't~e seconb son, from w~om t~e seconb line bescenbs. 

~~e ~eab of 
the family is 

d)ilbless. 

{"~e granbsons in t~e seconb line. 

'(~e two sons of t~e 
seconb granbson of 
t~e seconb line. 

On t~e case of all t~ese signs, t9e ~dual oti~i?al ,base sign, ~as 
been altereb by abbttions. {"~e prtnctple of mob*cat1on by abbttton 
ts afoo applieb in ot~er conne~ions. l3y t~is means it is poaatble 
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to tnbkate biff erences tn a moat subtle way, wit~out bestroying 
uniformity. W~en t~ese little abbeb strohea were separateb from 
t~e original sign, t~ey were caUeb countermarhs. ~ uery d)armfng 
e~ample of t~is fsillustrateb ~ere; t~e signs are olb marhs benoting 
bifferent be~rees of e~ceUence anb fineneas of t~e same go obs, on 
t~e aameprtndple t~at at t~e present bay articles are beacribeb as 
being of t~e first, seconb or t~irb quality. 

<tountermarhs also playeb an important patt in olb trabe-marhs 
anb are of barious hinbs; crosses, bots, rings, anb ao on. ~~ey 
belong, for tbe most part, to a later perfob. 
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e>ome of t~e olb ~OU$e•math$ were famoU$ because of t~e pet$OU$ 
or f amUie$ t~at origfnateb t~em. 

£)ans l3urhmatr l)eter Uisd}er 

• 
Sugg er 
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~few furt~er ~ous~marhs, prindpruly remarkable for t~e ingenuity 
of t~etr besigns: 
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&rom t~ese marh.6, in later times, ~ere ber~beb t~e ~rst printers' 
bet>kes, most of w ~id) containeb tl)etr names m one form or anot~er. 
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13. ~tgns from \lartous sources 

~esign of~rinacda,or tl)e tris= 
he lion. ~bis fo probably betibeb 
from tl)ree triangles, from ead) 
of wl)id) one sibe l)as been re .. 
mobeb ,stanbing ontl)eir ape~es. 
~e "gure gibes one t~e fmpres= 
sion tl)at ft is mooing forwarb 
along an imaginary grounb line 
byrebolbing arounb its central 
point: wl)ence it bebelopeb, at 
a later bate, into tl)e repre6'en= 
tation of a creature consisting of 
notl)fng but tl)ree legs running 
rapibly arounb one anot~er. 

~be triquetrum frequently re· 

places tl)e prebious sign; ft con:: 
beys tl)e same ibea of mouement 
in tl)e form of a rolling wl)eel. 

~bis talisman l)aa- its origin 
in tl)e <bnostic conception of tl)e 
tuodb. Jt represents tl)e four 
elements. notl)ing furtl)er is 
hnown of ft. 

t'be wa~ing anb wanfngttloon, 
between w~f d) runs tl)e course 
of life. t'l)is sign is symbolic 
of tl)e bast anb beterminant in= 
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flutn(e of t~I? moon upon t~e 
life of man. 

' 

I 

~n oriental symbol of t~e soul's 
pUgrimage t~roug~ life: t~e soul 
(lf mbs up t~roug~ t~e four belts 
of t~e wodb, or elements,tofts 
putf ~cation, anb wins t~roug~ 
from barhn2ss into ltg~t. 

esaracen tattsman 
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W~en two triangles are jofneb 
in t~ia way, t~e upper ~alf of 
t~e sign become&- t~e water ttf= 
angle of hfnbness, gentlenl?&'a, 
anb nobUfty, w~ilst t~e lower 
~alf fs t~e triangle of fire, of t~e 
~ery rage of 0ob. 
t'~eaignat~atfoUow comebown 
to us from t~e early 0ermank 
people&-, anb not~fng fud~er ie­
hnown of t~em: 

t'~e eun-(rose- or (roaa of 
Wotan. 

t'~e bragon's eye 

~few signs are appenbe6 w ~id) 
a~e n~t.~ing_ more t~an ~fg~ly 
stmph~eb p1cturee-, anb <l$ sud) 
bo not require any furt~er e~· 
pfonation. 

1lunnf ng water 

~~e olb sign f ot t~e lily, as ft 
18 frequently f oun6 on armorial 
bearings 1 ftsupperpartfsform· 
eb from t~e fleur·be-f ys. 
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t'l)e lUy of ~(ebes, tl)e upper 
l)alf of tl)e neur. be .. (ys. t'l)fo 
figure is afoo founb on armorial 
bearings. 

t'l)e sl)epl)erb's anb l3fal)op's 
symbol, tl)e cro3ier. 

t'be symbol of royalty, tl)e 
crown. 
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Jt Wa8 not until later tl)at bia= 
tinctfona began to be brawn be= 
tween biff erent hinbs of crowns. 

,,,,, 
bLI ,,,,, 

Jn olb calenbara, t~ree crowns 
repre.aenteb tl)e tl)ree magi. 

'll)ree arrows bounb togetl)er; 
tl)e sign of unity. 

t'l)e dty 

t'l)e beatrudfon of tl)e dty 

~~ampfes l)abe alreaby been 
gf ben of beatrudion being in· 
bkateb by inberting tl)e ~gure. 

t'l)e simplfff eb outline of a jug. 

On its simplest form tl)e star 
1)'18 many al)apes. 

t'l)e tl)ree=pofnteb star fs sel .. 
bom encountereb, anb, inbeeb, 
l)arbly seems to us- to be a star 
at all. 

t'l)e f our-pofnteb star ta crud" 
form, anb fs a pl)enomenon 
carrying a grabe anb solemn 
warning. 

~l)e ff be·pofnteb star a&ounbs 
97 



in biff etent intetpntations. m,e 
impression tt leauee ie a d)eer"' 
fut anb ~appy one. 

t'be ai~·pointeb star beara tbe 
same urgent message as t~e 
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four .. pointeb star, t~oug~ it ie 
rid)et anb fuller in form. t'~is 
ts t~e true star, anb satiafiea 
moat nearly t~e general con-= 
ception of a star. 

On tbe seuen .. pointeb star are 
repeateb t~e attributes .of t~e 
~ue .. pointeb star, anb tn t~e 
eig~t .. potnteb atar t~oae of t~e 
four anb ai~·pointeb stars. 

14. ~unru 

~a early as t~e aeconb century 
tbe <!lot~a learnt to recogniae 
<!lreeh culture, anb beatgneb a 
.eedea of .efgn.e beriueb from 
<!lreek anb !a tin cursibe .ecript. 
t'bese .eigns we call Runea. 
S'ollowing t~e e~ample of t~e 
<!lreeh.6 t~ey gabe to ead} sign 
a .aonoroue name. t'be .sbape.e 
of t~e letters conformeb to t~eir 
mobe of writing anb t~e uaea 
to w~td) t~ey put it. moat of 
tbeir fnactfptfons were eitber 
acratd)eb or carbeb; Runes are 
t~erefore almost entirety redi= 
linear in form, bertka( linea 
prebominating. 
On tbe fourt~ century t~e know· 
lebge of Rune.e was apreab to 
<!lermany anb ot~er t'eutonk 
countrie.e.On e>canbinat>iaRu= 
nes were .etiU partly ~n uee in 
t~e set>enteentb anb efg~teent~ 
centuries. 
Rune magic was peculiar to 
nort~ <!lermany, anb we ~abe 
only t>ery ftagmentary infor= 

matfon about ft:tbere tbeRune 
repreaenteb tbe objed affer 
Wbid)it was nameb; tbe Runk 
d)aracter became t~e object ft .. 
self, anb witl) it goob anb et>il 
coulb be workeb. t'be magic pro= 
perties of ead) Rune were only 
lmown to bery few. 

t'bus 1' s~ouf b bring t>ktory, 
X protecteb one against tbe poi= 
S'Oneb cup, I> inbuceb mabnesa. 
Runea acratcheb on a brinlting 
bl?SS'elbrougbtoblit>fontowbom= 
eber brank from it. ~ cup ~Ueb 
witb poisoneb brinh upaet itaelf 
if tbe Runes scratd)eb upon ft 
were benign. ~ goob e~ample 
of Runk magidan was tbe 
ecanbinabian barb <Egilf . .f)e 
bibinebRunes beneat~ t~e coud} 
of a sick bamael as being t~e 
origin o f~er Ulneea; ~e bug t~em 
up anb cart>eb benifkent Runea 
in t~eir place. 
~s late as t~e fourteent~ cen= 
tury<Epiacopal orbfnances were 
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bfssemtnateb against "une 
magk. 
Sor purposes of soot~saytng, 
"unes were only ueeb inbired# 
ly: it was beltebeb t~at t~e beab 
coulb be awaheneb by means 
of ~une magic, anb t~at t~ey 
coulb f oreteU t~e future. 

Seu: (attle 

~t: l3foon 
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~~Uta : ©font 

~neut : ~a, ©ob 

£)agall : £jail 

©eofu: ©i~ nieb : necessity, t~ralbom 

Wynn : (omfort 
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Jara: ~ear 
8farhan : 8ird) !agu : Water, e>ea 

e5ygil: e>un Ong : tl}e gob Ong 

~r : ,Yew, Oeat~ ~ir : .f)onour, t~e gob t'yr man: manhfnb, man Oag : Oay 
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t'~e "une.e were frequently u.eeb turneb bach to front, anb t~eir 
angle.e were occMionaUy rounbeb into curbe.e. 
<.nreat enbeabour.e ~abe recently been mabe to .e~ow t~at ~une.e 
were mud) more extena-it>e(y ua-eb by t~e olb ~ermans, anb t~ey 
~aue been giben a more prominent place in t~e ~iatory of t~at 
nation t~an t~ey appear to be.eerbe. 

On many of t~e .eign.e Uluatrateb in t~fs booh t~e norbk in"uence 
can be dearly traceb; but t~e baak forms, wit~ t~efr wealt~ of 
.eigni~cance anb .eymboli.em, unboubtebly tahe ue- bach to t~e Mm, 
remote anb unf at~omeb age.e of manhinb in t~e Sar <f a.etern 
countriee- of t~f.e Worlb. 
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THE BOOK OF SIGNS 
RUDOLF KOCH 

This unusual collection of primitive and medieval symbols provides one o[ 
the most fertile single sources of decorative ideas available today. It L~ also 
a graphic history of the development of written communication and offers 
a singular insight into the psychology of the primitive mind. 

The Book of Signs contains 493 classified and documented illustrations. col· 
lectcd. drawn, and explained by the celebrated typographer Rudolf Koch. 
Divided into 14 dilfcrcnt categories. it inclucks General Signs. The Cross. 
Monogram of Chris1, Other Christian Signs. Monograms of Meclieval Chu rch 
and State Leaders. Sione Masons' Signs. The Four Ekmcnis, Astronomical 
Signs, i\st.rological Signs. Botanic-.;11 Signs. Chemical Signs, House and llol<ling 
Marks, Miscellany. and Runes. 

"Provides the contemporary artist with a rich design vocabulary on which 
to improvise," Art in FocUJ. "An inspiration 10 graphic artists everywhere." 
Graphis. "An artistic and typographical achievcmenl of considerable beauty 
and worlh," Psychiatric Quarterly. 

Translated from the German by Vyvyan Holland. Nole by A. J. A. Symons. 
Set in Professor Koch 's own "magcrc deutsch" type. 493 illustrations, from 
woodcuts by Fritz Krcdcl. lQ.lpp. 6\.11x9~. 20l62·7 Papcrbound 

A DOVER .EDITION DESIGNED FOR YEARS OF USE! 

We have made every cJTon to make this the best book possible. Our paper 
is opaque, with minimal show-through; ii will not discolor or become brittle 
with age. Pages arc sewn in sig11aturcs, in the method traditionally usetl for 
the bt'Sl books, and will not drop out. as often happens with paperbacks held 
together with glue. nooks open flat for easy rderentc. The binding will not 
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