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l)rtfatt. 

F the oft-quoted sentiment of Tc
rence-

"Homo sum; humani nihil a me alienum puto," 

which drew down thunders of applause 
from the auditories of antient times, be 
equally deserving of respect in our own ; 
and if the assertion of Puteanus be true, 
that, "Sine Nomine, Homo non est,"· 
-that the name is e88ent£al to the man,
few apologies will be necessary for the 
publication of the following Prolusions, 
whose design is to illustrate the personal 
and generic nomenclature of an impor
tant and influential section of the human 

race. 'l'he utilitarian, it is true, may regard my 
labours as of little value, and put in a 'Cui bono P' 
but my reply to him shall be a brief one.-"Whatever 

* Diatr. De Erycio. 
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Vlll PRErACE. 

serves to gratify a laudable, or even a merely harm.
less, curiosity, is useful, and therefore not to be 

. despised." 
rfilat a curiosity as to the origin of proper names, 

and particularly of surnames, has prevailed to some 
extent is certain, from the number of literary men 
in England who have written (however slightly and 
unsatisfactorily) upon the subject, within the last 
three centuries; and that it still prevails is shown 
by the fact that since I undertook, a few years ago, 
more fully to illustrate the history and signification 
of our Family Names, scarcely a single week has 
passed without my receiving communications on the 
subject, both from literary friends, and from total 
strangers, unconnected with literature. Hundreds 
of letters from all parts of this country, from Scot· 
land, Wales, Ireland, France, Belgium, and America, 
convince me, at least, that the inquiry is not devoid 
of interest, while at the same time they afford a 
flattering testimony that my investigations have 
been well received and appreciated. 

The history of proper names not only affords a 
very curious chapter for the etymologist, but also 
illustrates the progress of society, and throws much 
light upon the customs and pursuits of departed ages. 

With regard to English Surnames, there are two 
circumstances which demand remark in this Preface: 
namely, their great variety, and their extraordinary 
number. 
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PREFACE. IX 

That they should exhibit the former feature is not 
surprising, since, in the words of an eminent 8JIti· 
quary, * "we have borrowed names from everything 
both good 8JId bad." As this variety will fully 
develope itself in the respective chapters of the pre
sent Essay, I shall merely insert here, by way of 
proof, two or three lists of the surnames occurring 
among many others, in some of our public bodies. 
The first is from the humorous • Heraldic Anomalies' 
of Dr. Nares: 

" I have seen what was called an C Inventory of the Stock Exchange 
Articles,' to be seen there every day (Sundays and holidays excepted) 
from ten till four o'clock. 

" A Raven, a Nightingale, two Daws and a Swift. 
A Flight and a Fall ! 
Two Foxes, a Wolf and two Shepherds. 
A Taylor, a Collier, a Mason, and a Tanner. 
Three Turners, four Smiths, three Wheelers. 
Two Barbers, a Paynter, a Cook, a Potter, and five Coopers. 
Two Greens, four Browns, and two Greys. 
A Pilgrim, a King, a Chapel, a Chaplain, a Parson, three Clerks, 

and a Pope. 
Three Baileys, two Dunns, a --, and a Hussey! 
A Hill, a Dale, and two Fields. 
A &Se, two Budds, a Cherry, a Flower, two Vines, a Birch, a 

Fearn, and two Peppercorns. 
A Steel, two Bells, a Pulley, and two Bannisters. 

cc or towns: Sheffield, Dover, Lancaster, Wakefield, and Ross. 
or things: Barnes, Wood, Coles, Staples, Mills, Pickles, and, in fine, 
a Medley! 

* Camden. 
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x PREFACE. 

" Our House of Commons has at dift'erent and no very distant times 
numbered amongst its members-

A Fox, A Hare, 
Two Drakes, 
Three Cocks, 
1.'wo Lambs, 
Two Bakers, 
A Plummer, 
A Cooper, 

A Finch, 
AHart, 
A Leach, 
Two Taylors, 
A Miller, 
An Abbot, 
Nine Smiths! ! ! 

A Rooke, 
Two Martins, 
Two Herons, 
A Swan, 
A Turner, 
A Farmer, 
A Falconer, 

A Porter, Three Pitts, Two Hills, 
Two Woods, An Orchard, and a Barne, 
Two Lemons with One Peel! 
Two Roses, One Ford, Two Brookes, 
One Flood and yet but one Fish! 
A Forester, an Ambler, a Hunter, 

and only One Ryder. 

"But what is the most surprising and melancholy thing of all, it 
has never had more than one Cltriatian belonging to it, and at present 
is without any!" 

From many other pieces of humour of the same 
kind I select the two following. The first is an 
impromptu occasioned by the proposed elevation of 
Aldennan Wood to the office of Lord Mayor, some 
years smce: 

" In choice of Mayors 'twill be confest, 
Our citizens are prone to jest: 
Of late a gentle FlOUJe1' they tried, 
November came, and check'd its pride. 
A Hunter next on palfrey grey 
Proudly pranced Itis year away. 
They next, good order's foes to scare, 
Placed Birclt upon the civic chair. 
Alas! litis !lear, 'tis understood, 
They mean to make a Mayor of Wood /" 
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PREFACE. XI 

The next is from a Methodist Almanack pub
lished three or four years since, and is entitled 
, Wesleyan Worthies, or Ministerial Misnomers.' 

"H • union is strength,' or if aught's in a name, 
The Wesleyan Connexion importance may claim; 
For where is another-or Church, or communion
That equals the following pastoral union; 

A Dean and a Deakin, a Noble, a Squire, 
An Officer, Constable, Sargeant, and Cryel', 
A Collier, a Carter, a Turner, a Tayler, 
A Barber, a Baker, a Miller, a Naylor, 
A Walker, a Wheeler, a Waller, a Ridler, 
A Fisher, a Slater, a Harpur, a Fidler, 
A Pinder, a Palmer, a Shepherd, and Crook, 
A Smith, and a Mason, a Carver, and Cook; 
An Abbott, an Usher, a Batcheler Gay, 
A Marshall, a Steward, a Knight, and a Day, 
A Meyer, an Aide-mann, Burgess, and Ward, 
A Wiseman, a Trueman, a Freeman, a Guard, 
A Bowman, a Cheeseman, a Colman, with Slack, 
A Britten, a Savage, a White, and a Black, 
French, English, and Scots-North, Southeme, and West, 
Meek, Moody, and Meysey, Wilde, Giddy, and Best, 
Brown, Hardy, and Ironsides, Manly, and Strong, 
Lowe, Little, '!lld Talboys, Frank, Pretty, and Young, 
With Garretts, and Chambers, Halls, Temple, and Flowers, 
Groves,Brooks, Banks, and Levells, Parkes, Orchards, and Bowers, 
Woods, Warrens, and Burrows, Cloughs, Marshes, and Moss, 
A Vine, and a Garner, a Crozier, and Cross; 
Furze, Hedges, and Hollis, a Broomfield, and Moor, 
Drake, Partridge, and Woodcock-a Beach, and a Shoar, 
Ash, Crabtree, and Hawthorn, Peach, Lemmon, and Box, 
A Lyon, a Badger, a Wolfe, and a Fox, 
Fish, Hare, Kidd, and Roebuck, a Steer, and a Ray, 
Cox, Ca'ts, and a Talbot, Strawe, Cattle, and Hay, 
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xu PREFACE. 

Dawes, Nightingales, Buntings, and Martins, a Rowe, 
With Bustard, and &bin, Dove, Swallow, and Crowe, 
Ham, Bacon. and Butters, Salt, Pickles, and Rice, 
A Draper, and Chapman, Booths, Byers, and Price, 
Sharp, Sheers, Cutting, Smallwood, a Cubitt, and Rule, 
Stones, Gravel, and Cannell, Clay, Potts, and a Poole, 
A Page, and a Beard, with Coates and a Button, 
A Webb, and a Cap-Lindsay, Woolsey, and Cotton. 
A Cloake, and a Satchell, a Snowball, and Raine, 
A Leech, and a Bolus, a Smart, and a Payne, 
A Stamp, and a Jewel, a Hill, and a Hole, 
A Peck, and a Possnet, a Slug, and a Mole, 
A Hom, and a Hunt, with a Bond, and a Barr, 
A Hussey, and Wedlock, a Driver, and Carr, 
A Cooper, and Adshead, a Bird, and a Fowler, 
A Key, and a Castle, a Bell, and a Towler, 
A Tarr, and a Shipman, with Quickfoot, and Toase, 
A Leek, and a Lilly, a Green. Budd, and Bowes, 
A Creed, and a Sunday, a Cousen, a Lord, 
A Dunn, and a Bailey, a Squarebridge, and Ford, 
A No-all, and Doolittle-Hopewell, and Sleep, 
And Kirks, Clarkes, and Parsons, a Grose, and a Heap, 
With many such worthies, and others sublimer, 
Including a Homer, a Pope, and A RHYMER." 

If English Surnames are remarkable for their 
variety, they are no less so for their number. How 
great the latter may be, it would be a hopeless task 
to attempt to ascertain: it is sufficient to say with 
the Rev. Mark Noble, that U it is almost beyond 
belief." A friend of that gentleman u amused him
self with collecting all such as began with the 
letter A: they amounted to more than one thousand 
five hundred. It is well known that some letters 
of the alphabet are initials to more surnames than A: 
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PREFACE. xiii 

allowing for others which have not so many, the 
whole number will be. between thirty and jorty 
tnouaand'''· 

The Rev. E. Duke, in his valuable and extremely 
curious • ltalIt of !iobn Jtallt,' starts the ques
tion. "whether the English nomenclature is or is 
not on the increase P" and he decides that, not
withstanding many of the older surnames become 
extinct every century, t it is still on the increase, 

* Hist. Coil. Arms, Prelim. Dissertation. My late learned and highly 
esteemed correspondent E. J. Vernon, Esq. B.A., in some strictures on 
the second edition of this work, published in the Literary Gazette, ex
presses a doubt as to this estimate. He says the surnames derived II from 
Christian and Anglo-Saxon names and their modifications, amount to 
about 700; names from trades and offices, &c. to between 300 and 400 ; 
and 500 may be allowed for the other smaller classes; making in all 1600 
or 1600. If now we keep to the random, but we think most ample, guess, 
of as many thousand local sumames, the total, which may be called 
between 15,000 and 20,000, will, we think, be much nearer the mark 
than Mr. Noble's estimate of • between 30,000 and 40,000.''' 

I must beg, however, to state my conviction of the correctness of this esti
mate, or rather assert its falling short of the truth. There are thousands 
of names borrowed from places which are almost limited to the localities 
which gave them birth, and which would consequently elude the notice of 
the name-hunter, unless he penetrated into every nook and comer of the 
kingdom. There are more than 10,000 parishes in'England; and topo
graphical antiquaries will bear me out in the &B8ertion, that a aingle parish 
often comprises six, ten, or even more manors, hamlets, and other sub
divisions, each of which has surnamed its family, Besides, Mr. Noble's 
calculation is formed upon a basis which would rather fall short of, than 
exceed, the truth, 

t I am disposed to doubt the utter extinction of any name, when it has 
once become widely spread. Families, it is true, may fail in the elder or 
wealthier line, and female heirs convey property into other names; but 
in an overwhelming majority of cases there are descendants of other lines 
of the family left, and these often ramify and spread extensively in a more 

a§ 

Digitized by Google 



XIV PREPACE. 

and he accounts for this singular fact, by the fol
lowing arguments: U Some [names] originated from 
the influx of foreigners caused by royal marriages
by refuge from persecutions--by expatriations arising 
from revolutions-by the settlement of alien manu
facturers j and the names of many of these have 
often been altered and anglicised, "and their pos
terity have in the bearing thereof become as genuine 
Englishmen. At other times fictitious names have 
started up and been perpetuated within our own 
country, from their adoption, in the removal from 
one part of the kingdom to another, by the criminal 
and by the insolvent. Another increment of names 
arises perhaps from the occasional settlement here 
of Americans and West Indians j for it is a certain 
and curious fact that although America was origi
nally peopled from this country, yet it varies very 
essentially in its nomenclature from that of Eng_ 
land."· 

Our great antiquary, the illustrious CAMDEN, was 
among the first who paid any considerable attention 

plebeian grade. Hundreds of our old patrician names have survived the 
wreck of that greatness with which they were once invested. Why, the 
illustrious names inscribed on the famous Battel.Abbey Roll nearly all 
exist at this day, after a lapse of eight centuries, if not in the peerage, at 
least in the cottages of the poor, and often disguised in an orthography 
which almost defies identification. The reader will find this snbject more 
flllly discuaaed hereafter. 

• Vol. I, Notes, p. 404. One reason, among others, that might be 
assigned for this dissimilarity, is the large intermixture of Dutch, German 
and French families with those of English extraction. 
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PREFACE. xv 

to the subject of English Surnames. He has an 
amusing and learned chapter on the subject in his 
'Remaines,» occupying, in an early edition, about 
forty.eight pages of that work. This forms the 
basis of all that can be said on English family 
names. Mter Camden comes Verstegan, who, 
though less accurate in his knowledge of the sub
ject, gives many useful hints which serve greatly 
for the purpose of amplification. Among more 
recent writers, four clergymen, the Rev. Dr. Pegge, 
the Rev. Mark Noble, the Rev. E. Duke, and the 
Rev. G. Oliver, have each added something new in 
illustration of the subject. It seems that various 
other antiquaries, whose productions have never 
seen the light, have been labourers in the same 
field. In Collet's 'Relics of Literature,» 1823, 
it is stated that, 

"Mr. Cole, the antiquary, was very industrious in collecting names, 
and in one of his volumes of MSS. he says, he had the intention, 
some time or other, of making a list of such as were more particularly 
striking and odd, in order to form the foundation of an Essay upon 
the subject. A friend of the present writer has gone much farther, 
and has collected several thousand rare names, which he has partly 
classified." 

The late Mr. Haslewood also appears to have 
done something of the same kind. He had a most 
extensive collection, which was disposed of at the 
sale of his library, but which I have not been able 
to trace to its final destination. 
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There are two manuscripts on Surnames in the 
Harleian collection. 'fhe first, No. 4056, 'Origin 
of Surnames,' is loosely written upon seven pages. 
It is a mere abstract from Camden, with scarcely 
anything additional, except a paragraph in which 
the writer differs from that author (as it will be 
seen that I also do), with respect to the precise 
date of the introduction of Surnames into England. 
The second MS. No. 4680, 'The original or begin
ning of Surnames,' is likewise from Camden, and 
has only a single original paragraph: of this I have 
availed myself at the proper place. Both MSS. 
form only portions of the volumes in which they 
occur. 

Some years since, the Rev. George Oliver, of 
Grimsby, announced that he was preparing for the 
press a work on Surnames. This intention has not, 
I believe, been carried into effect. Judging from 
his able communication on the subject to the 

. 'Gentleman's Magazine,'· we cannot but regret the 
abandonment of his design. From that communi
cation I shall take the liberty of making an extract, 
which, while it expresses precisely my own views, 
will also serve as an apology for any incorrect con
clusions I may have arrived at in the course of 
these volumes. 

"To account for, and accurately to class, the 
whole circle of Surnames which at present abound 

* For 1830, i, 298. 
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PREFACE. XVll 

in the world, would probably exceed the capacity of 
the most talented individual, unless his whole and 
undivided attention were devoted to its study and 
developement; and it is to be feared that the effect 
might appear greatly disproportionate to the means 
employed. In this respect the theory of surnames 
bears an affinity to the doctrine of fluxions, without 
the advantage of equal utility; for as a knowledge 
of algebra, geometry, logarithms, and infinite series, 
is equally and indispensably necessary to a right 
understanding of fluxions; so, to enter fully into 
the theory of surnames, an intimate acquaintance 
with history and antiquities,-dead and living lan
guages,-the state of society and manners in all 
ages and nations,-localities and peculiarities,
national and family connexions,-the passions and 
prejudices of human nature,-the cant words and 
technical phrases of every description of men,-is 
absolutely essential; else the anxious theorist will 
be at a loss to comprehend the origin of many un
couth names, or the relation they bear to each other, 
diversified as they are by a succession of shades and 
tints which are almost imperceptible; and he will 
find it difficult to determine with undeviating 
accuracy whether many of the names he investi
gates be primitive, derivative, or contingent; or to 
trace them through all the devious and uncertain 
etymologies in which they are imbedded and en
twined." 
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XVlll PREFACE. 

Having thus mentioned what my predecessors have 
done, it may be expected that I should give some 
account of my own humble labours. But as they are 
before the reader, I shall content myself with bor
rowing the words of Verstegan: "Because men are 
naturally desirous to know as much as they may, and 
are much pleased to lmderstand of their own offspring 
[descent] which by their Surnames may well be dis
cerned, if they be Surnames of continuance, I have, 
herein, as near as I can, endeavoured myself to fJive 
the courteous reader satisfaction." 

And, as I have been actuated by this desire, I 
deem it but justice to myself to state, that if I have 
assigned to any name a meaning that is little compli
mentary to the persons who happen to bear it, it has 
been the farthest from my intention to insult their 
feelings. So little has this been my wish or my endea
vour, that I have, on the contrary, made it one of my 
chief objects to investigate the etymology of many 
names which have generally been considered to imply 
something low or disgraceful, and have proved, satis
factorily I trust, that they mean nothing that their 
possessors have the slightest reason to be ashamed of. 
Thus, while I have "filched" no one of his "good 
name," I have, I hope, been so happy as to make 
many a person upon better terms with his own appel
lative--which he may hitherto have considered 
(etymologically) anything but a fJood one--than he 
has ever been before. 
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PREFACE. XIX 

After all, "What's in a NAME?" "for neither the 
good names do grace the bad, neither doe evill names 
disgrace the good. If names are to be accounted 
good or bad, in all countries both good and bad haue 
bin of the same Surnames which as they participate 
one with the other in glory, so sometimes in shame. 
Therefore for ancestors, parentage, and namea, as 
Seneca said, let every man say, Vim ea 1lostra voco. 
Time hath intermingled and confused all, and wee 
are come all to this present by successive variable 
descents from high and low; or as hee saith more 
plain ely, the low are descended from the high, and, 
contrariwise, the high from the low."· 

The present Edition of this work contains nearly 
three times as much matter as the first, and about 
double that of the second. 'fhe general arrangement 
is nearly that of the former editions, but every chapter 
has been materially enlarged, and several new chap
ters have been added. These additions, coupled with 
the rejection of whatever hypotheses formerly ad
vanced I have found untenable, almost constitute the 
present edition a new work. Proceeding upon the 
principle--"facile est inventis addere," my 'lyttel 
boke' has become a somewhat large one-the largest, 

* Camden. 
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I think I may say, that has yet appeared upon the 
subject of proper names. It is also the only one of 
any considerable extent exclusively devoted to family 
nomenclature. 

This extension will explain itself to those readers 
who have honoured my former editions with a 
perusal. I have not forgotten the venerable adage, 
that 'a great book is a great evil;' but the continual 
occurrence of names heretofore unknown or unno
ticed, and the extensive correspondence before alluded 
t.o, have almost inevitably conduced to this result. 
That my additional lucubrations may meet with the 
same indulgent reception as the former ones have 
done, is all that I can reasonably expect or desire. 

I cannot but anticipate disappointment, on the 
part of numerous readers, at the non-appearance of 
their names in these volumes. The immense scope 

.. of the subject must be my only apology. A vast 
multitude of names must necessarily have escaped 
my notice, and a large number have baffled all 
attempts on my. part to give a reasonable account of 
their origin. Although it is quite true that "he 
teaches well who teaches all," yet is the sentiment 
of the Greek philosopher· no less so: "As it is the 
commendation of a good huntsman to find game in a 
wide wood, so it is no imputation if he hath not 
caUf/M all." 

* Plato • 

• 
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PREPACE. xxi 

In conclusion; I should be guilty of great ingra
titude, were I to omit to offer my sincerest thanks to 
those gentlemen who have rendered me valuable 
assistance in the production of these volumes. And 
first, my special acknowledgments are due to my 
intelligent and worthy publisher, Mr. John Russell 
Smith, who has spared no pains in placing within 
my reach many valuable works, to which I could not 
otherwise have had convenient access. To Charles 
Clark, Esq., of Great-Totham Hall, I am indebted 
for a list of upwards of 1500 of the most singular 
surnames in existence, which were collected by that 
gentleman, and with many of which this publication 
is enriched. The reference to the two manuscripts 
in the British Museum lowe to the Rev. George C. 
Tomlinson, rector of Staughton in Huntingdonshire, 
whose polite and unsolicited kindness entitles him to 
my warmest acknowledgments. 

Thus much as regards the original edition, which, 
on its pUblication in 1842, immediately attracted the 
attention of those directors of the public taste, the 
Reviewers, whose notices of my humble performance 
were, upon the whole, most flattering. My thanks 
are especially due to the conductors of the 'Literary 
Gazette' for the handsome manner in which they 
threw open the columns of their valuable Journal, in 
ten or twelve of its numbers, to the discussion of the 
subject of this volume. The letters bearing the 
signature of B. A. Oxon. were of a peculiarly in-
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xxii PREFACE. 

teresting character, and I was fortunately enabled to 
open a correspondence with the author, E. J. 
VERNON, Esq., a gentleman of extensive erudition 
and etymological skill. To him, as a trifling ex
pression of my sense of the value of his communi
cations, I had the pleasure of dedicating the second 
edition. With him I took much 'sweet counsel' 
upon the subject of our mutual researches, but alas! 
that remorseless Tyrant, who regards neither youth, 
nor virtue, nor talents, proved both the falsity and 
the truth of his own ambiguous motto--'VER-non 
semper viret'-and laid him low ere yet he had 
reached the summer of his days. He died in July, 
1847, after a brief illness; and in him society has 

--- lost a member of unspeakable worth, and the world 
of letters a most promising labourer.* 

To the Reverend STEPHEN ISAACSON, M.A., I 
am greatly indebted, both for 'numerous anecdotes 
and suggestions, and for copiolls lists of surnames of 
remarkable character. 

I have likewise received considerable aid from the 
Reverend F. O. MORRIS, M. A., vicar of Nafferton, 
who has furnished me with several lists of names. 

GEORGE MONKLAND, Esq., of Bath, forwarded 
me a highly curious classified list of surnames made, 

* His only published work is 'A Guide to the Anglo-Saxon Tongue' 
(London, 1846), one of the best treatises of the kind extant; but I can state 
that he was engaged for the last two or three years of his life in collecting 
materials for one or more volumes of a philological character. 
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like the others, with the most scrupulous attention 
to their authenticity. Of all these I have largely 
availed myself. 

Further names and illustrations have also been 
obligingly contributed by J. O. Halliwell, Esq., 
F.R.S., F.S.A. j R. Almack. Esq .• F.S.A., of 
Melford; E. Pretty, Esq .• of Northampton; W. H. 
Blaauw. Esq .• M.A., &c. j Jabez Allies, Esq., F.S.A.; 
Clement Ferguson. Esq., of Dublin; North Ludlow 
Beamish, Esq .• F.R.S .• &c. of Cork; Miss Twynam; 
John' Sykes. Esq., of Doncaster; J. H. Fennell. 
Esq .• &c. &c. &c. The Hon. and Rev. C. W. 
Bradley, M.A .• of Connecticut. U. S., most politely 
transmitted me a copy of his privately-printed bro
chure mentioned below. 

The following works have been consulted: 

Camden's "REMAINES concerning Bntaine, but especially England, 
and the Inhabitants thereof. The third Impression." Printed 
in 1623. 

Verstegan's "RESTITUTION of decayed Intelligence in Antiquities con
cerning Our Nation." 1605. 

The ARCHAlOLOGIA of the Society of Antiquaries, vol. xviii, pp. 105-
111, "Remarks on the Antiquity and Introduction of Surnames 
into England. By James H. Markland, Esq. F.S.A." 1813. 
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AN ESSAY 

ON 

ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

CHAPTER I. 

OF PROPER NAMES OF PERSONS IN GENERAL • 

• , Notre nom propre c'eat nOlls.memes." 

UR proper name (observes the learned 
and elegant Salverte) is ourself-in 
our thoughts, and in the thoughts of 
those who know us; and nothing can 
separate it from our existence. 

A name, however apparently insignificant, instantly 
recalls to our remembrance the man, · his personal ap
pearance, his moral attributes, or some remarkable 
event with which he is identified. The few syllables 
constituting it snffice to reopen the fountain of a be
reaved mother's tears-to cover with blushes the fore
head of the maiden who believes her secret about to be 
revealed-to agitate the heart of the lover-to light 
up in the eyes of an enemy the fire of rage-and to 

I. 1 

Digitized by Goog [e 



2 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

awaken in the breast of one separated by distance from 
his friend the liveliest emotions of hope or of regret.* . 
"This energetic power," remarks the same writer, 
"distinguishes the Proper Noun from the common 
substantive." It suggests no vague idea, but enforces 
one that is positive and distinct. 

" Our proper name is ourself j"-without it we have 
not more than half an existence. Hence in the earliest 
and the rudest states of social life every human being 
received a name. I am aware that Herodotus and 
Pliny, and one or two modem writers, mention some 
barbarous races who bear no distinctive appellations j 
but a little reflection before making the statement 
would have convinced them of the impossibility of the 
existence of language without proper names j for in the 
most degraded condition of human existence, the occa
sional necessity of speaking of absent persons would 
involve the use of some epithet, and that epithet 
would be to all intents and purposes a Proper Name. 
The father of a family would impose a peculiar appel
lation upon each of his children, and they in return 
would give him a name by which to distinguish him 
from other men. In like manner, a name would be 
affixed to the superior power which was the object 
of their adoration or their superstitious dread j and 
all names so imposed must of necessity have been sig
nificant. 

As a principle so immediately connected with the 
design of this Essay,II repeat-that ALL NAMES WERE 

ORIGINALLY SIGNIFICANT j although in the course of 
ages the meaning of most of them may have lapsed 
from the memory of mankind.· It is most unphiloso
phical to arrive at the opposite conclusion. Invention 

* Salverte. 
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PROPER. NAMES. 3 

without motives and without principles is as difficult in 
relation to this subject as to any other.* 

If the names of common objects were not dictated 
by mere caprice, how . can we imagine that those of 
persons and of places had so vague a beginning. Let 
anyone call to remembrance the names of his nearest 
friends and neighbours, and he will immediately recog
nise in them an identity with the names of the most 
familiar objects, as Wood, Church, Hall, 'free; while 
others are epithets, as Wise, Good, Long, Little; and 
a third class represent localities, as York, Chichester, 
Forest, Heath. He ~ill then scarcely bring his uiind 
to doubt that these, in their primitive application to 
persons, had some connexion with those objects, epi
thets, and localities respectively; and if he thinks 
wisely, he will hardly reject as destitute of sense or 
meaning the still larger number of personal appella
tives which convey no distinct idea to his mind. 

It is matter to me of no little surprise, that among 
civilized nations the generality even of educated persons 
should be 80 incurious as they are on this subject. 
They seem indeed in this respect behind many of the 
barbarous tribes of both continents, who evince a desire 
with respect to a stranger coming amongst them, either 
to ascertain the meaning of his name in his own lan
guage, and to translate it, or to apply to him a signifi
cant appellation borrowed from their own dialect. 
From numerous anecdotes which might be adduced to 
prove this remark I will select one or two . 

. The Sultan of Muscat taking for his physician an 
Italian gentleman, demanded by what name he was 
called. "Vincenzo," was the reply. "I don't under
stand you," said the monarch; "tell me the meaning 

* Salverie. 
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4 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

of the word in Arabic." The Italian translated it by 
'Mansour,' victorious; and the prince, charmed with 
the happy presage attached to this designation, uni
formly styled him Cheik Mansowr. 

A chief of the Delaware tribe once asked the mean
ing of the name of Colonel Sprout, a gentleman of 
extraordinary stature. He was told that it signified a 
bud or sprig. " No," replied the Indian, "he cannot . 
be a sprig-he is the tree itself !~'* 

If any further arguments are necessary to prove that 
Proper Names were originally significant" let us refer to 
the uniform practice of nautical discoverers with respect 
to names of places. Do they ever give to a rock, an 
island, a promontory, or a river an appellation without 
a meaning? It requires but a moderate share of ety
mological knowledge to ascertaiu the origin of the 
greater part of the names of localities in any given 
country with whose ancient and modern dialects the 
inquirer is acquainted. . A learned German,' M. 
Frederick. Schlegel, has thus .found in nearly all the 
proper names of the Hindoos significant epithets; and 
anyone tolerably skilled in Anglo-Saxon, old French, 
and the English of the Middle Ages, might in like 
manner explain probably two thirds of our own proper 
appellatives both of places and persons. All the names 
of the Hebrews, as Salverte remarks, had a sense so 
marked that their influence is strongly felt in the lite
rature of that people. The same observation will apply 
with considerable force to the Arabs, the Greeks, and 
the Tentonic nations. Among uncivilized tribes the 
same significant force attaches to their personal nomen
clature; and the American Indians, the Koriacs, the 
Marqnesans, and the Kamtschatdales may be referred 

* Salverte. 
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PROPER NAMES. 5 

to as never imposing a name with the meaning of 
which they are unacquainted; 

It is an inquiry not devoid of some interest, U What 
would the annals of mankind and the records of bio
graphy be if people had never bome proper names?" 
A mere chaos of undefined incidents, an unintelligible 
mass of facts, without symmetry or beauty, and without 
any interest for after ages: U sine nomine homo non 
est." Indeed, without names, mankind would have 
wanted what is perhaps the greatest stimulus of which 
the mind is susceptible, namely, the love of fame; and, 
consequently, many of the mightiest achievements in· 
every department of human endeavour would have 
been lost to the world. 

In the first ages of the world a single name was 
sufficient for each individual-unomen olim apud omnes 
fere gentes simplex;" and that name was generally 
invented for the person, in allusion to the circumstances 
attending his birth, or to some personal quality he 
possessed, or which his parents fondly hoped he might 
in future possess. The writings of Moses and some 
other books of the Old Testament furnish many proofs 
of this remark. This rule seems to have uniformly 
prevailed in all the nations of antiquity concerning 
which we have any records, in the earliest periods of 
their history. In Egypt we find persons of distinction 
using only one name, as Pharaoh, Potiphar; in Canaan, 
Abraham, Isaac; in Greece, Diomedes, Ulysses; in 
Rome, Romulus, Remus; in Britain, Bran, Caradoc, &c. 

Among most nations the imposition of names has 
been connected with religious rites. Among the Jews 
circumcision was the rite, as baptism is in the Christian 
church. The Greeks commonly named their infants 
on the tenth day after birth, on which occasion a hos-
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6 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

pitable entertainment was given by the parents to their 
friends, and sacrifices were offered to the gods. Thus 
in the 'Birds' of Aristophanes we read: 

-- eli", TJ1V 6uarqv T4liTq, Iy';', 
K4& TOVJlO,.,.' i.l117rfP '11'4'0£". viiJl 6t :3-t,.,.qv. 

U On the tenth day I offered sacrifice, 
And 118 a child'., her name impoaed." 

The Romans gave names to their male children on 
the ninth day, and to girls on the eighth. The ninth 
day was called dies lustricus, or the day of plolrification, 
when religions ceremonies were practised. When the 
Persians name a child a religious service is performed, 
and five names are written by the father uyon as many 
slips of paper, and laid upon a copy of the Koran. The 
first chapter of that sacred book is then read, and the 
slip bearing the future name of the child is drawn at a 
venture. 

The SOURCES of Proper Names are exceedingly nu
merous as well as various. In very remote times per
sonal appellations marked some wish or prediction on 
the part of parents. To selectfortunate names-the 
'bona nomina' of Cicero, and the 'fausta nomina' of 
Tacitus--was ever a matter of solicitude, since it be
came a popular maxim, 'Bonum nomen, bonum omen.' 
"Plautus thought it quite enough to damn a man that 
he bore the name of Lyco, which is said to signify a 
greedy wolf, and Livy calls the name Atrius Umber 
'abominandi ominis nomen,'-a name of horrible 
portent."* 

"Ex bono nomine oritur bona prmsumptio" - from 
a good name arises a good anticipation, says Panormitanj 

* Nares, Heraldic Anomalies. 
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PROPER NAMES. 7 

and Plato in the same spirit advises all people to select 
happy names,-a recommendation which our novelists 
and dramatists are ever ready to follow with respect to 
their heroes. Victor, Probus, Faustus, Felix, and all 
similar appellatives, must in the first instances have 
been employed to mark the wishes of affectionate pa
rents, though the subsequent lives of the objects of 
those wishes often gave the lie to their names. We 
can hardly suppose that had the parents of Alexander 
been gifted with prescience they would have honoured 
that "murderer of millions" with a name signifying 
'the helper of mankind.' 

Many of the earlier Hebrew names were composed 
of the first words uttered by the. mother, the father, or 
some other person present at the instant of the birth. 
The dying Rachel called her infant 'Benoni,' the Son 
of my Sorrow, but Jacob gave him the name of 
'Benjamin,' the Son of my Strength. Incidents con
nected with the birth or early infancy of children also 
furnished many names, as the earlier books of the Old 
Testament sufficiently prove. 

Complexion and other personal qualities often gave 
rise to names, as Pyrrhus, ruddy j Macros, tall; Niger, 
black; Paulus, little. The order of birth originated 
others, as Quintus, the fifth, Septimus, the seventh; 
while some had reference to the time of nativity, as 
Martius, Maius. 

All the foregoing classes of names might have been 
appropriately bestowed by parents upon their offspring; 
but there is a very numerous class with the imposition 
of which they can have had nothing to do, and which 
we may suppose parental partiality would fain have 
prevented. I allude to those names which reflect upon 
personal blemishes or moral obliquities, and which we 
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8 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

should now call nick-names or sobriquets, such as 
rpV7r6c, eagle-nose; WvalCwv, gorge-belly; CalVUll, bald; 
Cocles, one-eyed; Flaccus, flap-eared; Fronto, heavy
browed. These, from their very nature, must have 
been applied to adults, and by others than their parents 
or friends. Neither were the complimentary names, 
Ka~~lv,lCoc, 'renowned for victory,' <I>,~';8E~"IOC, 'a 
lover of his brethren,' EUEP'Y~T"C' 'a benefactor,' &c. 
&c., conferred in very early life. 

Thus much for single names: in process of time the 
love of imitation led persons to adopt names which 
had been, and were, borne by others; and in order to 
obviate the inconvenience resulting from the difficulty 
of distinguishing contemporaries designated by a com
mon appellative, some second name was necessary. The 
most obvious mode of distinction would be by the use 
of the father's name or patronymic, and this is the 
earliest approach to the modern system of nomencla
ture. Caleb the son of Jephunneh, Joshua the son of 
Nun, are early examples; so also IlCapoc TOV D.a,8a~ov, 
D.a,8a~o~ TOV EV7ra~pov-Icarns the son of Dredalus. 
Dredalus the son of Eupalmus; and it is worthy of 
observation that this primitive practice has descended 
to modern times in such designations as William Fitz
Hugh, Stephen Isaacson. 

Sometimes the adjunct expressed the country or 
profession, sometimes some excellence or blemish of 
the bearer, as Herodotus of 'Halicarnassus,' Polycletes 
'the Sculptor,' Diogenes 'the Cynic,' Dionysius 'the 
Tyrant! 

The Romans had a very complete system of nomen
clature. The whole commonwealth was divided into 
various clans called t Gentes,' each of which was sub
divided into several families (' Familire'). Thus in the 
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Gens Cornelia were included the families of the Scipi
ones, Lentuli, Cethegi, Dolabe1lre, Cinnle, Syllle, &C. 
It is doubtful, however, whether these familile were 
descended from a common ancestor, though they had 
religious rites in common. To mark the different 
gentes and familile, and to distinguish the individuals 
of the same race, they had usually three names, viz. the 
t Prlenomen,' the t Nomen,' and the ' Cognomen.'* 

The PJ'lenomen denoted the individual, the Nomen 
marked the Gens, and the Cognomen distinguished the 
Familia. Thus in Publius Cornelius Scipio, Puhlius 
correspouded to our John, Thomas, William j Cornelius 
pointed out the t clan' or t gens j' and Scipio conveyed 
the information that the individual in question belonged 
to that particular family of the Cornelii which descended 
from the pious Scipio, who, from his practice of leading 
about his aged and blind father, thus figuratively be
came his scipio or staff. 

Persons of the highest eminence, particularly military 
commanders, sometimes received a fourth name, or 
t Agnomen,' often commemorative of conquests, and 
borrowed from the proper name of the hostile country, 
as Coriolanus, Africanus, Asiaticus, Germanicus, &c. 
In general, only two of the names were used-fre
quently but one. In addressing a person, the prleno
men was generally employed, since it was peculiar to 
citizens, for slaves had no prlenomen. t Hence Horace 
says, It delicate ears love the prrenomen"-

------ gaudent pnenomine moUes 
Auriculle.; 

Sat. ii. 5, 32. 

* Adam's Rom. Antiq. t Adam. 
t In Germany at the present day the lower ranks of society are reo 

minded of their inferiority, by having the definite article prefixed to their 
1 § 
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10 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

Two brothers sometimes bore the same prrenomen. 
So in England, some centuries since, two brothers oc
casionally had the same Christian name; and Salverte 
mentions an enthusiastic Scot, a partizan of the fallen 
house of Stuart, who gave four of his sons the name of 
Charles-Edward t 

The Romans borrowed the form of their names from 
the older natives of Italy, and particularly from the 
Etruscans. In all those parts of Italy which the 
Greeks had not penetrated, the personages quoted in 
history anteriorly to the conquest of their country by 
the Romans bore family names, preceded or followed by 
an individual denomination; and, among the Etruscans, 
it is clear from Passeri,* that there existed the nomen, 
prrenomen, and cognomen, as among the Romans, who 
adopted not only their mode of nomenclature, but also 
a great number of their names themselves. Passeri 
found the names of Horatius, Livius, Aulus, Marcus, . 
Publius, Severns, and many of a similar kind in Etrus
can inscriptions. Hence the difficulty of finding a 
satisfactory etymology for many of the Roman appeUa
tives-wOl'ds of venerable antiquity, of which those 
who bore them knew as little the meaning as ourselves. 

It has been customary in nearly all ages to apply to 
monarchs some distinguishing epithet, usually termed 
a Surname, although that word may be fairly objected 
to as tending to confusion, by leading the uninformed to 
suppose it an actual' nomen' or hereditary designation. 
Tarquinius Superbus, at Rome, ptolemy Philadelphos, 

Christian names: e. g, "Wo ist mein bedienter tIer Georg?" Where is 
my valet the George ?-Salverte. In Scotland, on the other hand, the 
lame prefix betokens respect, and is applied to the heads of clans, as • the 
Chisholm.' 

* Salvo i. 189. 
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in Egypt, Henry the Fowler, in Germany, William the 
Lion, in Scotland, Charles the Bald, in France, and our 
own Richard Creur de Lion, may all have merited the 
appellations bestowed upon them,; but they partake 
more of the character of sobriquets than of snrnames, in 
the modem meaning of the term. In most cases, too, 
they w~re posthumously applied. Speaking of this 
subject, Archdeacon Nares, the humorous author of 
I Heraldic Anomalies,' remarks: 

"There are some significant titles, names} and attri
butes, to which I have no objection, as for instance, 
Alfred the Great, for great he was,; but as to Canute 
the Great I doubt: his speech to his courtiers on the 
sea-shore had certainly something sublime in it, and 
seems to bespeak the union of royalty and wisdom, but 
Voltaire will not allow that he was great in any other· 
respect than that he performed great acts of cruelty. 
Edmund Iron-side, I suppose, was correct enough, if 
we did but understand the figure properly (for as to his 
really having an iron side, I conclude no one fancies it 
to have been so, though there is no answering for 
vulgar credulity). Harold Harejoot betokened, no 
doubt, a personlll blemish or some extraordinary swift
ness of foot. Among the kings of Norway there was 
a Bare-foot! William Rufua was probably quite cor
rect, as indicative of his red head of hair, or rather 
head of red hair. Henry the First was, I dare say, for 
those times, a Beau Clerc, or able scholar. Richard 
the First might very properly be called, by a figure of 
speech, Cmur de Lion, and his brother John quite as 
properly, though to his shame literally, rather than 
figuratively, Lack-land. Edward Long-8hanks cannot 
be disputed, since a sight was obtained of his body not 
very long ago, but at the least 467 ycars after his 
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12 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

death, and which, from a letter in my possession, 
written by the President of the Antiquarian Society, 
who measured the body, appeared to be at that remote 
period six feet two inches.long."* 

The same writer, speaking of the adjunct used by 
the Norman William, .assigns to it the definition of 
Spelman, which differs from that in general accepta
tion: <t Conquestor dicitur quia Anglia conquiaivit, i. e. 
acquiaivit (purchased) non quod subegit; . . . here 
agreeing," he humorously adds, "with the good old 
women who attended William's birth, and who having 
quite a struggle with the new-born brat to get out of 
his clenched fist a parcel of straws he happened to 
catch hold of (his mother, perhaps, being literally in 
the straw), made them say in the way of prophecy, that 
he would be a great acquirer." 

* Heraldic Anom. voL i, p. 107. 
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CHAPTER II. 

OF SURNAMES. 

"Nous affirmerons que l'etude des noms propres n'est point saDS interllt . 
pour Ia morale, l'orgaoisation politique, Ia JegiaIatioD, et l'histoire mllme 
de Ia civilisatioo."-SALvERTE. 

the present brief chapter it is my 
intention to refer to the usages of 
several modem nations in relation to 
second or family names, usually desig
nated SURNAMES. A remark or two 

on the definition and etymology of that term may be 
premised. 

Our great lexicographer, Dr. Johnson, gives the 
definition as follows: 

"SURNAME: The name of a family; the name which 
one has over and above the Christian name." 

Until about the middle of the last century it was 
sometimes written t SIRname.' Whether this variation 
originated in the lax orthography of other times, or 
whether it was adopted to express a slight difference 
of meaning, I will not undertake to decide. Some 
writers have held the latter opinion, and defined ' Sir
name' as it nomen patris additum proprio," and t Sur
name' as it nomen supra nomen additum." Mac-Allan, 
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14 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

Fitzherhert, Ap Evan, and Stephenson would accordingly 
be sir or 'sire' -names, eqnivalent to the son of Allan, 
of Herbert, of Evan, and of Stephen. 

Of 'Sur' -names, Du Cange says, they were at first 
written "not in a direct line after the Christian name, 
but ahove it, hetu'een the lines," and hence they were 
called in Latin SUPRANOMINA, in Italian SUPRANOME, 
and in French SURNOMS,-" over-names." 

Those who contend for the non-identity of the two 
words, assert that although every Sir-name is a Sur
name, every Sur-name is not a Sir-name-a question 
which I shall not tarry to discuss.* 

The causes which led to the adoption of family 
names in the different countries of Europe are ably 
stated by Salverte, and I may have occasion to refer 
to them hereafter. For our present purpose, it will be 
sufficient to observe that their adoption has generally 
marked the arrival of a people at a certain point in 
civilization. We have seen that all names were origi
nally single, and that second names were imposed for 
the sake of distinguishing from each other the persons 
who bore a common appellative. After the gradual 
conversion of the European states to the Christian faith, 
the old Pagan names were generally laid aside. New 
names, borrowed from Scripture or from early church 
history, were imposed at the baptism of the converts. 
In particnlar localities, of which some saint was snp
posed to have the peculiar guardianship, great numbers 
of persons received his or her name; and great incon
venience mnst have been the result. When, in 1887, 
Ladislans Jagellon, duke of Lithnania, became a Chris-

* See on this subject the Literary Gazette for Nov. 1842, the corre
spoudence of B. A. Oxon, and G., arising out of a notice of the first edition 
of this work. 
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tian, and king of Poland, he persuaded his ancient 
subjects to abjure, after his own example, their national 
faith. The nobles and the warriors were baptized 
separately; but the plebeian candidates for the sacred 
rite were divided into many companies, and the priests 
conferred it at one time upon a whole company, and 
gave the same name to all the individuals composing 
that company. In the first baptism, all the men were 
designated Peter, and all the women Catherine; in the 
second, all became Pauls and Margarets !* 

In the countries into which Christianity had been 
introduced many centuries earlier than the event just 
referred to, that civilization which is ever the conco
mitant or the consequence of it had rendered second 
names to a great extent necessary. In very early times, 
accordingly, sobriquets and other marks of distinction 
were frequently used; and towards the close of the 
tenth century and the commencement of the eleventh, 
when the number of persons bore a great disproportion 
to the number of personal names, it was found neces
sary to add in all public acts a distinctive appellation 
for the sake of identifying individuals. Such names 
figure in great numbers in the records of all the king
doms of Christendom up to the fourteenth century.t 
By degrees, this means of remedying the confusion be • 
. came insufficient. Those sobriquets which described 
physical and moral qualities, habits, professions, the place 
of birth, &c., might be imposed upon many who bore 
the same name of baptism, aud thus the inconvenience 
was rather augmented than diminished: a total change 
in the system of names became indispensable-and 
hereditary Surnames in most countries became general. 

* Salv. i. 223. t Salverte. 
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We have seen that the Hebrews, Greeks, and Romans 
in very early periods used the patronymic or Father
Name as II. second designation, either with an appro
priate termination or with some prefix expressive of the 
filial relation. This has also been the practice of many 
modern nations. Thus in SPAIN, in the twelfth century, 
the son of Gonc;ale, who is regarded as the founder of 
the principality of Castile, was called Fernand Gonc;alez, 
and his son, in turn, received the name of Garcia 
Fernandez . 
. The HIGHLANDERS of Scotland employed the sire

name with MAC, and hence our Macdonalds and 
Macartys, meaning respectively the sou of Donald and 
of Arthur. The IRISH had the practice (probably de
rived from the patriarchal ages) of prefixing Oy or 0', 
signifying grandson, * as O'Hara, O'N eale ;' a form still 
retained in many Hibernian surnames. Many of the 
Irish also use Mac. According to the following distich, 
the titles Mac and 0' are not merely what the logicians 
call accidents, but altogether essential to the very being 
and substance of an Irishman :-

.. Per MAC atque 0, tu veros cognoscis Hibernos, 
His duobua demptis, nullua Hibernua adest." 

which has been translated-

. "By Mae and 0, 
You'll always know 

True Irishmen they say; 
For if they lack 
Both ° and MAC, 

No Irishmen are they.:'t 

* It is related in the Eneyclopa:dia Perthensis that an antiquated Scot. 
tish dame used to make it a matter of boasting that she had trod the 
world's stage long enough to possess one hundred Ogelll 

t Notes of a Bookworm. 

Digitized by Google 



SURNAMES. 17 

Among the archives of the corporation of Galway is 
an order dated 1518, prohibiting any of the Burkes, 
McWilliams, Kellys, or any other sept, from coming 
into the town, which at that time was occupied by a 
race who prided themselves in not being Irishmen, and 
further declaring that "neither 0 ne MAC shoulde 
strutte ne swagger through the streetes of Galway."* 
. The old NORMANS prefixed to their names the word 

t Fitz,' a corruption of FILS, and that derived from the 
Latin FILIUS; as Fitz-Hamon, Fitz~Gilbert. The pea
santry of RUSSIA, who are some centuries behind the 
same class in other countries, affix the termination 
'WITZ' (which seems to have some affinity to the 
Norman Fitz) to their names; thus, Peter Paulowitz, 
for Peter the son of Paul. The POLES employ sky in 
the same sense, as James Petrowsky, James the son of 
Peter; and the BISCAYANS adopt a similar method.t· 

Until a comparatively recent period no sumominal 
adjunct was used in WALES, beyond AP, or son, as 
David ap Howell, Evan ap Rhys, Griffith ap Roger, 
John ap Richard, now very naturally corrupted into 
Powell, Price, Prodger, and Pritchard.· To a like origin 
may be referred a considerable number of the surnames 
beginning with P and B now in use in England, 
amongst which may be mentioned Price, Pumphrey, 
Parry, Probert, Probyn, Pugh, Penry; Bevan, Bithell, 
Barry, Benyon, and Bowers. A more antient Corm 
than AP is HAB. This or YAP constantly occurs in 
charters of the time of Henry the Sixth. .It was not 

• Hardiman's Galway, quoted in the Journal of the Brit. Arch. Assoc. 
vol. i, p. 98. 

t The most singular deviation from the general rule is found among the 
Arabians, who use their father's name without a fore.name, as Aven Pace, 
AvenRois, the son of Pace, the son of Rois. 

Digitized by Google 



18 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

unusual even but a century back, to hear of such com
binations as Evan-ap-Griffith-ap-David-ap-J enkin, and 
80 on to the seventh or eighth generation, so that an . 
individual carried his pedigree in his name. - The fol
lowing curious description of a Welshman occurs 15 
Hen. VII: "Morgano Philip alias dicto Morgano vap 
David vap Philip." The church of Llangollen in Wales 
is said to be dedicated to St. Collen-ap-Gwynnawg-ap
Clyndawg-ap-Cowrda-ap-Cal'adoc-Freichfras-ap-Llynn
Merim-ap-Einion-Y rth-ap-Cunedda-Wledig, * a name 
that casts that of the Dutchman, Inkvervankodsdor
spanckinkadrachdern, into the shade. 

To burlesque this ridiculous species of nomenclature, 
some seventeenth-century wag described cheese as being 

" Adam's own cousin-german by its birth, 
Ap-Curds-ap-Milk-ap-Cow-ap-Grass-ap-Earth I"~ 

·The following anecdote was related to me by a na
tive of Wales: "An Englishman, riding one dark· 
night among the mountains, heard a cry of distress, 

. proceeding apparently from a man who had fallen into 
a ravine near the highway, and, on listening more at
tentively, heard the words, 'Help, master, help I' in a 
voice truly Cambrian. ' Help I what, who are you?' 
inquired the traveller. Jenkin-ap-Griffith-ap-Robin
ap-William-ap-Rees-ap-Evan," was the response. 'Lazy 
fellows that ye be,' rejoined the Englishman, setting 
spurs to his horse, 'to lie rolling in that hole, half a 
dozen of ye; why, in the name of common sense, don't 
ye help one another out?"~ 

This story may have been suggested by a passage 
occurring in 'Sir John Oldcastle,' a play, printed in 
1600, and falsely attributed to Shakspeare: 

* Recreative Review, vol. ii. p. 189. 
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Judge. What bail? What sureties? 
DarJ1/. Her. cozen ap Rice, ap Evan, ap Morice, ap Morgan, ap Lluellyn, 

ap Madoc, ap Meredith, ap Griffin, ap Davia, ap Owen, ap Shinkin Jones. 
Judge. Two of the most sufficient are enow, 
~. And't please your Lordship, these are all BUT ONB !" 

In England, when the patronymic was used, the 
word. son was usually affixed, as John Adamson j in 
Wales, on the contrary, although the staple of the 
national nomenclature was of this kind, no affix was 
used, but the paternal name was put in the genitive, 
as Griffith William's, David John's or Jones, Rees 
Harris or Harris. As the personal names were few in 
number, when they became hereditary surnames they 
were common to so many families, that they were 
almost useless for the purposes of generic distinction, 
and this still remains to a great extent the case. A 
friend, who remembers the Monmouth and Brecon 
militia about half a century since, informs me that it 
had at that time no less than thirty-six John Joneses' 
upon its muster-roll j aud it was at a somewhat later 
period a matter of notoriety that a large Welsh village 
was, with the exception of some two or three indivi
duals, entirely populated with Williamses. 

Even the gentry of Wales bore no hereditary sur
names until the time of Henry the Eighth. That 
monarch, who paid great attention to. heraldric matters, 
strongly recommended the heads of Welsh families to 
conform to the usage long before adopted by the 
English, as more consistent with their rank and dignity. 
Some families accordingly made their existing sirenames 
stationary, while a few adopted the surnames of English 
families with whom they were allied, as the ancestors 
of Oliver Cromwell, who thus exchanged Williams 

Digitized by Google 



20 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

for Cromwell, which thenceforward they uniformly 
used.* 

Having thus glanced at the usages of various nations 
with respect to second names, let us next trace the 
history of family names in England. 

* Vide Noble's House of Crolllwell. Other authentic instances of the 
adoption of stationary snrnames by great families may be found by refer. 
ring to the following works: 

(Willi""., of AbereamJais.) Jones's Breeon, iii. 696. 
(Herbert, Lord of Blealevenny.) Mon. Ang. 17, 134. 
(HerlJert of Llanowell.) Coxe's Monmouth, 421. 

It may be observed that several Norman families who settled in Wales, 
left their original surnames, and eonfornled to the mode of the country; 
thus the Boleyns took the name of Williams. 
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CHAPTER III. 

• . HISTORY OF ENGLISH SURNAMES*-ANGLO-SAXON PERIOD. 

~~~~~LTHOUGH our ancestors the Anglo
Saxons had no regular system of family 
nomenclature resembling that of the 
Romans, or that which we now possess, 
thel'e was occasionally among them 

somethmg like an attempt to show derivation and family 
relationships by the use of similar personal names. 
"In one family," observes Mr. Kemble, (to whose able 
paper I am much indebted,)t "we shall find in suc
cession or simultaneously, Wigmund, Wighelm, Wiglllf, 
Wihstiln; or Beornric, Beornmod, Beornheilh, Beorn
helm." 

Among several other instances of this practice cited 
by Mr. Kemble are the following: "Of the seven sons 
of .iEthelfrith, king of Northumberland, five bore names 
compounded with Os (semideus), thus Oslaf, Oslac, 
Oswald, Oswin, and Oswidu. In the succession of the 
same royal family we find the male names, Osfrith, 

IN Oswine, Osric, Osraed, Oswulf, Osbald, and Osbeorht, 
and the female name, Osthryth; and some of these are 
repeated several times. 

-

• The word surname is here employed in a somewhat loose sense, im
plying in general nothing more than the name borne by an individual, to 
distinguish him from other persons of the same forename or name of 
baptism. 

t On the Names, Surnames. and Nicknames of the Anglo-Saxons. By 
J . M. Kemble, Esq. 8vo. pp. 22, 1846. 
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22 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

The subjoined genealogical table shows how strongly 
this practice was adhered to by the illustrious progeny 
of Alfred the Great. 

A:LFRED. 
= 

1 
Eldweard the Elder=Eldgyfu. 

I 1-----1------,1------, 
Eidwine. Eldmund I. Eldred (king.) Eldburh. 

= 
1_1 ___ -------. 

Eldwig (king.) ElJglr (king.) 
= 

" ----,..,----01-'----;1 
Eldweard. Eidgyth. Eldmund. .lElthe[r~d. 

Eld~und. 
== 

1 
Eldwig. 

1 
Eldgyth. 

1 I 
Eldmund. Eldweard:: 

I 1---. ------
Eldglr-A:thehng (the Unfortunate.) 

= 

Eadweard. 

The second names treated of by Mr. Kemble may be 
reduced to five general heads. 

I. Those horrowed from the father's name. tf In the 
year 804, we find, among several Eadberhts in the 
same court, that one is pointed out as EAdgAring, or 
the son of EMgAr; among several ~thelheAhs, one is 

Digitized by Google 



HISTORY. 23 

Esning, or the son of Esne." In a certain grant we 
read this description of one--

.. qui Leofwine nomine et Boudan sunu appel1atur cognomiu." 

f whose name is Leofwine, and his surname Boudanaon.' 
In a genealogy of the West-Saxon kings, among 

the Cotton MSS., we find- ff Eadgar Eadmunding, 
Eadmund Eadwarding, Eadweard lElfreding, lElfred 
Awolfing," &c. upwards, through Woden to ff Bedwig 
Sceafing," f which Scef was Noah's son,' and thence to 
Adam.* 

lng, inge, or inger, we may remark, is found in the 
sense of f progeny' or f offspring,' in most of the Teu
tonic languages. lng, in modern German, is a young 
man, but in a more extended sense signifies a de
scendant. Wachter derives it from the British engi, 
to produce, bring forth. t Such names as Dering, 
Browning, Whiting, may owe their origin to this ex
pression, and so mean respectively dear, tawny, and 
fair offspring. 

II. Th08e indicative of title or office, as Princeps, 
Dux, Minister, or Pedissequus, in Latin records, and 
Pren (priest), Biscop (bishop) in the vernacular. 

III. Those Ironl per80nal and other characteristic8. 
Bede, speaking of the two missionary apostles of the 
old Saxons, says-

.. And as they were both of one devotion, so they both had one name, 
for each of them was called Hewald, yet with this distinction, taken from 
the colour of their hair, that one was styled Black Hewald, and the other 
White Hewald." 

White, Black, Red, Bald, &c. were common as 
second or descriptive names, as were also Good, Cun
ning, Proud, &c. 

* ReUquial Antiqure, ii. 172. t Vide B08worth, A.-S. Dict. 
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24 ENOUSH SURNAMES . 

. In the Life of Hereward the Saxon, one of the last 
of his race who withstood the Norman despots, we find 
several such names as-

MARTIN WITH THE LIGHT FOOT, from his agility.* 
SIWARD THE RED, from his complexion. 
LEOPRIC THE MOWER, from his having overcome 

twenty men with a scythe. 
LEOPRIC PRAT, or the cunning. 
WULRIC THE BLACK, so named because on one oc

casion he had blackened his face with charcoal, and in 
that disguise penetrated unobserved among his enemies, 
ten of whom he killed with a spear before making his 
retreat·t 

Some of the names of this class were somewhat 
poetical, as Harald Haranf6t (Harefoot), EAdgyfu 
Swanhals (Edith the Swan-Necked), Elidmund Iren
sMa (Ironside). . 

IV. Nicknames" not used WITH, but IN PLACE OP, 
baptismal names." Several of these denote endear
ment and affection, and are equivalent to the modem 
English expressions' Darling,' t Duck,' &c. The mean
ing of others is so very obscure, as even to conquer the 
acumen of Mr. Kemble. Simeon of Durham, under 
the year 799, says-

.. Eodem anno Brord. Merciorum princeps, qui et Hildegill vocatur, 
defunctus est." 

Now Hildegils, it appears, was the baptismal name 
of the magnate, and BRORDA only an alias or nickname, 
which had usurped its place, in consequence of the 
military prowess of the bearer, Brorda meaning tOne 
that hath the Sword'-a name belonging to the same 

* Lightfoot still exists as a surname. 
t Wright's Essays on the Literature, &c. of the Middle Ages, ii, 101, &c. 
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category as the Longespee and Strongbow of more 
recent times. Another eminent Anglo-Saxon, distin
guished alike for greatness of stature and elevated 
qualities of mind, bore the sobriquet of Mucel or 
C Great,' which he employed in a legal way, as "Ego 
Mucel, dux, consensi, &c." His baptismal name was 
..Ethelred, and had he lived some ages later, he would 
probably have been known as Etkelred Mickel, in the 
same way that the Norman Gilbert de Aquila, after the 
Conquest of 1066, was designated by this very epithet 
in conjunction with his baptismal name. 

V. Those takenfrom tke place of residence, with the 
particle fBt or AT, as 'Eadmrer aet Burhham.' 

. The precise period at which such second names as 
those above enumerated first became stationary, or, in 
other words, began to descend hereditarily, it would at 
this distance of time be impossible to show.' It is 
probable, however, that some of them passed through 
several generations, according to the practice of our 
own times, at a date considerably earlier than our 
antiquaries are disposed to admit. This remark would 
peculiarly apply to those of the fifth or local class, 
since the son, then as now, often became proprietor of 
the same estate as that from which his Cather borrowed 
his second name; and ·it would, I think, be unreason
able to decide that surnames of the first or patrony
mical kind, such as Herdingson, Swainson,* Cerdicson, 
did not pass occasionally from father to son, as well as 

• This name is probably Danish. In the Confessor's time it was written 
Sweymen, but under the Nonnans it became Fitz.Swaifa, and, ultimately, 
in more English times, SwaiflBOfl. ' Swain Fitz Swain' occurs in Nonnan 
times as the grantor, to Sallay abbey in Ribblesdale, of lands at ' Swain. 
Bide.' 

I. 2 
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our more recent Thompson and Williamson. Camden 
and others concur in the opinion that hereditary sur
names were not known in England before the Norman 
Conquest;' yet I hope I shall not be deemed guilty of 
presumption if, by and by, I offer a few suggestions 
in support of the opinion that they were not altogether 
unknown before that epoch . 

. Camden says, fr about the year of our Lord 1000; 
(that we may not minute out the time)l surnames be
came to be taken np in France; and in England ahout 
the time of the Conquest, or else a 'Very little before, 
vnder King Edward the Confessor, who was all Frenchi
fied: . . . . . . This will seem strange to some English
men and Scottishmen, whiche, like the Arcadians, 
thinke their surnames as antient as the moone, or at 
the least to reach many an age beyond the Conquest.* 
But they which thinke it most strange, (I speake vnder 
correction,) -I doubt they will hardly finde any surname 
which descended to posterity before that time: neither 
haue they seene (I feare) any deede or donation BEl'ORE 
THE CONQUEST, hut suhsigned 'Ilfith crosses and SINGLE 
names WITHOUT surnames, in this manner: + Ego 
Eadredus confirmaui. J + Ego Edmundus corroboraui. 
+ Ego Sigarius conclusi. + Ego Olfstanus consoli
daui, &c. 

. Our great antiquary declares that both he and divers 
of his friends had fr pored and pusled vpon many an 
old record Rnd evidence" for the purpose of finding 
hereditary surnames before the Conquest, without snc-

* Buchanan asserts that the family of Douglas have bome that name 
from the reign of Solvathius, king of Scotland, the year 770; and that one 
Sir William Douglas of Scotland entered into the service of Charlemagne. 
He settled in Tuscany, and was the great ancestor of the Douglasii of that 
country. 
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cess; what then would he have said to a document 
like the following, containing the substance of /a grant 
from ~)lorold of Buckenhale, sheriff of Lincolnshire, .pf 
the manor of/Spalding, to Wulgate, abbot of Croyland, 
,d.ated 1051; the 10th year of Edward the Confessor, 
and fifteen years before the Conquest? 

. "I have given to God and St. Guthlac of Cl'oyland, 
&C. all my manor ,situate near the parochial church of 
the same town, with all the lands and tenements, rents 
and services, &c. which I hold in the SfUDe manor, &c . 
. with all the appendants j viz. Colgrin, my reeve,' (prre
positum meum,) and his whole aequell, with all the 
goods and chattels which he hath in the same town, 
fields and marshes. Also~Harding, the smith, (fabrum,) 
and his whole sequell. Also Lefstan, the carpenter, 
(carpentarium,) and his whole sequeU, &c. Also 
Ryngulf the first, (priJllum,) and his whole sequeU, 
&c. Also Elstan the jiaherman,' (piscatorem,) and his 
whole sequell, &c. Also GUNTER LINIET, and his 
whole sequell, &c. Also ONTY GRIM KELSON, ·&c. 
Also TURSTAN DUBBE, &c. Also Algar, the black, 
(nigrum,) &c. Also ,Edric, the son of Siward.l{filium 
Siwardi,) &C. Also Osmund, tke miller,' (molendina
rium,) &C. Also BESI TUK, &c. Also ELMER DE 
PINCEBECK, &C. Also GOUSE GAMBLSON, &c."-with 
the same clauses to each as before. * 

Now while the terms reeve, smith, carpenter, the 
first, fisher, the black, miller, &C. applied respectively 
to Colgrin, Harding, Lefstan, &c. are merely personal 
descriptions; LINIET, DUBBE, TUK, and DE PINCEBECK, 
have the appearance of settled surnames. The same dis
tinction is observable between' Edric, the 80n of Siward,' 
and GRTHKELSON and GAMELSON. Indeed some of 
* See the entire deed in Gough's HiatoryoC Croyland Abbey. (App. p. 29.) 
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these surnames are yet remaining amongst us, as 
Dubbe, Tuk, Liniet, and Pincebeck -now spelt Dubb, 
Tuck, Linney, and Pinchbeck, a tact which I think 
goes far to prove that they were hereditary at the 
time when the deed of gift above recited was made. 

This document is also opposed to another opinion 
prevalent among antiquaries, namely, that surnames 
were assumed by the nobles long before the commonalty 
took them. Here we see that the bondmen or churls 
of the Lincolnshire sheriff used them at a period when 
'many of the landed proprietors had no other designa
tion than a Christian name.' 

. A great many surnames occur in Domesday book; 
(Camden says, they first occur there.) Some of these 
are LOCAL, as De Grey, de Vernon, d'Oily; some PA

TRONYMICAL, as Richardus filius Gialeherti; and others 
OPPICIAL or PROPESSIONAL, as Gulielmus Camerarius, 
(the chamberlain,) Radulphus Venator, (the hunter,) 
Gislebertus Cocua, (the cook,) &c. &c. "But very 
many," as Camden remarks, "(occur) with their 
Christian names only, as Olajf, Nigellus, Euatachiua, 
Baldricua." It is to be observed, that those with 
single names are "noted last in every shire, as men ot 
least account," and as sub-tenants.' Here a query 
arises. Are we to conclude that because many names 
are given in the single form, that the individuals to 
whom they belonged had only one? I think not; and 
notwithstanding all that Camden and others assert on 
the subject, I am strongly of opinion that hereditary 
surnames were sometimes used bet ore the Conquest. 

Camden's remark, that these single-named persons 
come" last in every shire," strengthens my supposition. 
It is probable that their inferiority ot rank was the 
cause ot the non-insertion of the second, or sur-name. 
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We must not forget that many of these "men of least 
account," were of the conquered Saxon race, who 
would be treated with as little ceremony in their 
names as in anything else. Do not modem usages with 
respect to the nomenclature of inferiors support this 
idea? ,We rarely speak of our superiors without the 
double or triple designation: Lord So-anti-So, Sir John 
Such-a-one, or Mr. Thi8-or-Tkat, while the single 
names Smith, Brown, Jones, and Robinson, suffice for 
persons of lower grade. I will venture to say that one 
half of the masters and mistresses of houses in large 
towns do not even know more than one of the two 
names bome by their servants, some accustoming them
selves to command them exclusively by their Christian 
names, others as exclusively using their Surnames.' I 
know that many of my readers will regard all this as 
inconclusive gossip, but having hazarded an opinion, I 
am unwilling to leave anything unsaid that could be 
said in support of it. 

The manors of Ripe and N ewtimber, in Sussex, are 
mentioned in Domesday as having been, before the 
Conquest, the estates, respectively, of Cane and LET/ech. 
Now these names are still found in the county as sur
names; the former under its antient orthography, and 
the latter under that of Elpkick; but were these ever 
used as Christian names? 1Elfech, may be the same 
with Alphage, a Saxon fore-name; but Cane was cer
tainly never so used. By the way, it is an extraordi
nary fact that the name of Cane is still borne by two 
respectable fanners at Ripe, in which neighbourhood, I 
have scarcely a doubt, their ancestors, all bearing the 
same monosyllabic designation, have dwelt from the days 
of the Confessor: an honour which few of the mighty 
and noble of this land can boast! 
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Mr. Grimaldi, in his 'Origines Genealogicre,' speak
ing of the WINTON DOMESDAY, a survey of the lands 
belonging to Edward the Confessor, made on the oath 
of eighty-six burgesses. of Winchester, in the 'reign of 
Henry I, says: "The most remarkable circumstance 
in this book is the quantity of SU'l'fUImeII among the 
tenants of Edward, as Alwinus Idessone, Edwinus 
Godeswale, Brumanus de la Forda, Leuret de Essewem, 
which occur in the first page. 

It would however be preposterous to assert that sur
names universally prevailed so early as the eleventh 
century: we have overwhelming evidence that they did 
not; and must admit that although the Norman Con
quest did much to introduce the practice of using them, 
it was long before they became very common. All I 
am anxious to establish is, that the occasional use of 
family names in England dates beyond the ingress of the 
Normans, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

HISTORY OF ENGLISH SURNAMES, SINCE THE NORMAN 
CONQUEST. 

~~ IIiHATEVER may b. advanced in favour of an earlier adoption of family designa-
tions or Surnames in particular cases, it 
is certain that Jf;he practice of making 

~ the second name of an individual sta-
tionary, and transmitting it to descendants, came gra
dually into common use during the eleventh and three 
following centuries. By the middle of the twelfth it 
began, in the estimation of some, to be essential that 
persons of rank should bear some designation in addition 
to the baptismal name. We have an instance of this in 
the wealthy heiress of the powerful Baron Fitz-Hamon's 
making the want of a surname in Robert, natural' son 
of King Henry the First, an objection to his marriage 
with her. The lady is represented as saying: 

It men to me nreat _~ame, 
Co I,)abe a toll. mftboutm ~f_ tiDa name!* 

when the monarch, to remedy the defect, gave him the 
surname of Fitz-Roy; a designation which has been 
given at several subsequent periods to the illegitimate 
progeny of our kings. ' 

* RobeR of Gloucester. This will remind the reader of Juvenal
"- tanquam habeas tria nomina." v.127. 
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. The unsettled state of surnames in those early times 
renders it a difficult matter to trace the pedigree of any 
family beyond the thirteenth century.' In Cheshire, a 
county remarkable for the number of its resident fami
lies of great antiquity, it was very usual for younger 
branches of a family, laying aside the name of their 
father, to take their name from the place of their re
sidence, and thus in three descents as many surnames 
are found in the same family. This remark may be 
forcibly illustrated by reference to the early pedigree of 
the family of Fitz-Hugh, which name did not settle 
down as a fixed appellative until the time of Ed ward III. 
Thus we read in succession-

Bardolph, 
Akaris Fitz-Bardolph, 
Hervey Fitz-Akaris, 
Henry Fitz-Hervey, 
Randolph Fitz-Henry, 
Henry Fitz-Randolph, 
Randolph Fitz-Henry, 
Hugh Fitz-Randolph, 
Henry Fitz-Hugh, 

which last was created a baron, assuming that name as 
his title, and giving it permanence as a family appella
tive.- When there were several sons in one family, 
instances are found where each brother assumed a dif
ferent surname. Hence the great difficulty in tracing 
the pedigrees of families in those early times. 

It has been asserted that an act of parliament was 
passed in the reign of Edward the Second for enforcing 
the practice of using family names j but it seems more 
probable that necessity led the common people to adopt 
them. Before the Conquest there was much greater 

* Halle of John Halle, i, 10. 
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variety in the baptismal names than at present, though, 
as we have seen, the Anglo-Saxons were frequently 
driven to the adoption of second names for the identi
fication of individuals. The ingress of the Normans 
introduced the use of Scripture names, and the Saxon 
names for the most part became obsolete after a cen
tury or two, while the Johns, Jameses, Thomases, and 
Peters became so numerous, that Surnames were indis
pensable. In the thirteenth century it is probable that 
most persons of ignoble rank bore a sobriquet instead 
of the Christian name. For example, in the Household 
Expenses of Eleanor, Countess of Montfort, 1265, all 
the menials in her service bear designations such as 
were never conferred at the font: e. g. Hand was her 
baker, Hicque her tailor, and DoMe her shepherd. 
Her carriers or messengers were Diquon, Gohitheaty, 
Treuhodi, and Slingawai!* 

·Two or three generations later, the commonalty were 
generally distinguished by names like the following, 
taken principally from the Inquisitiones N onarum. 
1310,,(13 Edw. III.) 

. J ohes over the Water 
William at Byshope Gate 
J ohes 0' the Shephouse . 
Johes q'dam s'viens Rog. Leneydeyman 
Johes vicarii eccl. Ste Nich • 

. Agnes, the Pr'sts sistert 
J ohes at the Castle Gate 
Johes in the Lane 
Thom in Thelane 
Johes at See 
Rog' atte W odegatehonse 
Thom' Ie Fytheler . 

* Blaauw's Barons' War. t Gent. Mag. June 1821. 
2§ 
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-J oh' ate Mouse 
J ohes Ie Taillour 
Johes up the Pende 
Petr' atte the Bell 
J ohes of the Gutter 
Thomas in the Willows 
Steph' de Portico 
William of London-bridge •. 

About this time (to speak generally) the surnames 
of the middle and lower ranks began to descend from 
father to son; but' even at the commencement of the 
fifteenth century there was much confusion in family 
names. Sometimes, indeed, the same person bore dif
ferent surnames at different periods. Thus, a person 
who in 1406 describes himself as William, the son of 
Adam Emmotson, calls himself, in 1416, William 
Emmotson. Another person who is designated John, 
the son of William, the son of John de Hunske1/, ap
pears soon after as John Wilson. Other names, such as 
Willielmus- J ohnson-Wilkinson, Willielmus-Adamson, 
Magotson, and Thomas-Henson-Magot, prevail about 
this period. * In. the Battel Abbey Deeds the names 
John Hervy, John Fitz-Hervie de Sudwerk, and John 
de London are given to one and the same person. 

The following names from the same source occur in 
this and the preceding centuries, and it may be ob
served, en pa88ant, that they were bome not by the 
lowest of the vulgar, but by persons who either gave 
possessions to the Abbey, or witnessed the deeds by 
which such gifts were made .. 

* Penny Cyclopedia. 
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. Henry Ie A.asedrurmere (Ass-dnnnmer!) 
Edelina H usewyf, late wife of Thomas Pet. 
Walter Ie Breuf (the bullock). 
Peter Ie Cuckou. 
John God-me-fetch I 
Reginald de ]0. Chambre-or De Camera. 
William at Bachuse. 
Richard Havedman (qu. headsman ?). 
Bartholomew Ie Swan. 

35 

Coke Crul. Crnl is an archaism for f curled' or 
f crooked,' and, presuming that the personal name and 
the sur-name have been transposed, may mean f the 
deformed cook I' 

Vitellius Curtius. This may be a latinization of 
Vital Curteis. 

Ralph Yvegod. 
Giles Smith, son of Luke de Swineham. 
Thomas Gadregod (Gathergood). 
Roger Ie Bunch. 
Margery Domesday . 

. Richard Grym, called Frend. 
John Couper, son of William atte Water.' 
The following address to the populace, at the begin

ning of one of the Coventry Mysteries, serves to il1us
trate the state in which the famil,.-nomenclature of the 
humbler classes stood in the fifteenth century : 

'" A voyd sera ! And lete me lord tbe bischop come 
And syt in tbe court, the law8 for to doo; 

And I Icbal gon in this place, them for to somowne ; 
The that ben in my book, the court ye must come to. 

, I warne you her', all abowte, 
That I 8Omown you, all the rowte, 
Loke ye fayl, for no dome, 

At ~he court to " per" ( appear). 
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Both John JURDON' and Geffrey GYLB 
Malkyn MYLItBDOKE and FAYRE Mabyle, 
Stevyn STURDY, and Jack-AT-THE STYLK, 

And Sawdyr SADEL&R. 

,. Thom TYNKER' and Betrys BELLE 
Peyrs POTTER, and Whatt-AT-THE-WEJ.LE, 
Symme SMAL-FEYTH, and Kate KELLE, 

And Bertylmew the BOCHER (butcher). 

Kyit,CAKELER, and Colett CRANE, 
G'ylle FETYSE and FAYR Jane 
Powle POWTER', and P[ar]nel PRANB, 

And Phelypp the good FLECCHER. 

,. Cok CRANE, and Davy DRY-DUST 
Luce LYER, and Letyce LYTYL-TRUST, 
Miles the MILLBR, and Colle CRAltIIi-CRUST 

Both Bette the BAKER, and Robyn RKDB. 

And LOKE YE RYNGE WELE IN YOWR PURS 
For ellys yowr came may spede the wurs, 
Thow ihat ye slynge goddys curs, 

Evy[n] at my hede. 

,. Both BONTYNG the BROWSTER, and Sybyly SLYNGE, 
Megge MERY-WEDYR, and Sabyn SPBYNGE 
Ty1fany TWYNKELER ft"ayle for DO thynge, 

Ffast co' a way 
The courte shall be this day." 

In €odtt ~OrtUt'!S ))ott, a satirical poem im· 
printed by Wynky~ de Worde, there is a similar rig
marole of names: 

" The pardoner sayd I will rede my roll, 
And ye ahall here the names poll by poll. 

* * * * 
PERS POTTBR of brydge water, 
SAUNDEB SELY the mustard maker, 
With JELYAN JANGBL,ER. 
Here is JENKYNB BERWARDB of Barwycke, 
And TOM TOMBLBR of warwyke, 
With PHYLYPP FLBTcHBR of ft"emam, 
Here is WYLL WYLY the my I peeker, 
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And PATRYCKB PRVYSSBB heerbeter, 
With lusty HARY HANGE IIAN. 
Also MATBBWE TOTBE DRAWBR oC London, 
And SYBBY SOLB mylke wyfe of Islyngton 
With DAVY DBAWBLACBB ofroekyngame. 

* * * * Also HYCKE CROKBNEC the rope maker, 
And STEVBN MBSYLL-KOUTBB muskylI taker 
With JACKE BASKBT-SBLBR of alwelay, 
Here is GEORGB of Podyng lsne CARPBNTBR, 
And PATBYCKB PBVYSSBB a conynge dyrte-dauber, 
Worshypfnll wardayn of Sloven's In; 
There is MARTYN PBKE small iremason, 
ADd PBRS PEUTBRBR that knocketh a buyn, 
With GOGLB-BYED TOKso~.shep8ter of lyn," 

&C. &c. &c. 
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·That many persons in the fifteenth century carried 
on the trades from which either themselves or their 
ancestors had borrowed their family names, is proved 
by reference to various contemporary documents.' The 
following entries were found by Mr. Thomas Wright 
among the municipal records of Southampton: 

"Item, payd to Dati!! BereiJrelDllre for a pyp oC bere that was dronke at 
the Barrgate, when the Irurst alrray was of the frrenshemen, vi. viij." 

II Item, payd to Savmdere Lokyere for the makyng of a bsnd snd ij 
boltes snd cheYD8, snd viij Irorlokkes to the gODe [gun] that standeth in 
Godeshows yeate, xijd." 

[1432.] 

Hereditary surnames can scarcely be said to have 
been permanently settled among the lower and middle 
classes before the era of the Reformation. The intro
duction of parish registers was probably more instru
mental than anything else in settling them j for if a 
person were entered under one surname at baptism, it 
is not likely that he would be married under another, 
and buried under a third. Exceptions to a generally 
established rule, however, occurred in some places. The 
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Rev. Mark Noble affirms that "it was late in the seven
teenth century that many families in Yorkshire, even of 
the more opulent sort, took stationary names. Still later, 
about Halifax, surnames became in their dialect genea· 
logical, as William a Bills, a Toms, a Luke.* 

In the south of England the same irregularity pre
vailed to some extent. . In the will of one Rafe Willard, 
of Ifield, Sussex, dated 1617, I find several persons in 
the household of the great family of Covert of Slaugham 
thus loosely described: " Item, I give unto Mr. 
Ffettyplace * * * unto John white, unto Harry [the] 
post, unto James Jorden, unto Leonard the Huntsman, 
unto Christopher the Footman, and to olde Rycharde 
Davye the porter, to each and every of them ten shil
lings a peece/~t 

In Scotland, designations were equally loose, down 
to the times of James V. and Mary. Buchanan men
tions, that he has seen deeds of that date "most confused 
and un exact in designations of persons inserted therein," 
parties being described as "John, son of black William," 
"Thomas, son of long or tall Donald," &c. . Even so 
late as 1723, there were two gentlemen of Sir, Donald 
Mac Donal<Y1iI family, who bore no other name than 
Donald Gorm, or Blue Donald:t 

* Hist. ColI. Arms, Introd. p. 29. . I am informed that tbis sort of 
nomenclature still prevails among tbe bumbler cluses in some parts of 
Westmoreland and Cumberland. 

t Regist. of Wills at Lewes. 
:t Scottisb Surnames, p. 18. Sucb epitbets were sometimE'S called 

To-NAIIB8. ." Tbey call my kinsman • Ludovic witb tbe Scar,''' said 
Quentin. Our family names are 80 common in a Scottisb bouse, tbat, 
wbere tbere is no landin the bouse we always give. a to.fUlme.". "A fUIm 

de perre, I suppose you mean," answered bis companion, "and tbe man 
you speak of, we, I think, call Le Balafre, from tbat scar on bis face, a 
proper man, and a good soldier." (Quentita Durward, vol. i. 53.) 
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• On the remark of Tyrwhitt, in his edition of Chaucer, 
that it is U probable that the use of surnames was not 
in Chaucer's time fully established among the lower 
class of people," a more recent editor of the same poet 
_ys, Cf Why, the truth is, that they are not now, even 
in the nineteenth century, fully established in some 
parts of England. There are very few, for instance, of 
the miners of Staffordshire who bear the names of their 
fathers. The Editor knows a pig-dealer, whose father's 
name was Johnson, but the people call him Pigman, and 
Pigman he calls himself.' This name may be now seen 
tbver the door of a public.house which this man keeps in 
Staffordshire." . 

But this is nothing to the practice of bearing a 
double set. of names, which, we are assured, prevails 
among these colliers. Thus a man may at the same 
time bear the names of John Smith and Thomas Jones, 
without any sinister intention; but it must not be 
,imagined that such regular names are in common use. 
These are a kind of best names, which, like their Sunday 
clothes, they only use on high-days and holidays, as at 
christenings and marriages. For every-day purposes 
they use no appellative, except a nickname, as Nosey, 
Soiden-mouth,* Soaker, or some such elegant desig
nation; and this is employed, not by their neighbours 
alone, but by their wives and children, and even by 
themselves I I A correspondent of Knight's Quarterly 
Magazine, t who is my authority for these statements, 
says, "1 knew an apothecary in the collieries, who, as 
a matter of decorum, always entered the real names of 
his patients in his books; that is, when he could ascer
tain them. But they stood there only for ornament; 
for use he found it necessary to append the sobriquet, 

• With the mouth awry. t Vol. i. p. 297 et seq • 
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which he did with true medical formality, as, for in
stance, I Thomas Williams, vulgo dict., OLD PuPP.'. 
. . • Clergymen have been known to send home a 
wedding party in despair, after a vain essay to gain from 
the bride and bridegroom a sound by way of name, 
which any known alphabet had the power of committing 
to paper!" ,A I!Itory is told of an attorney's clerk who 
was professionally employed to serve a process on one 
of these oddly-named persons, whose real name was en
tered in the instrument with legal accuracy. The clerk, 
after a great deal of inquiry as to the whereabouts of 
the party, was about to abandon the search as hopeless, 
when a young woman, who had witnessed his labours, 
kindly volunteered to assist him. 

"Oy say, Bullyed," cried she, to the first person they 
met, "does thee know a mon neamed Adam Green?" 

The bull-head was shaken in token of ignorance. 
"Loy-a-bed, dost thee ?" 
Lie-a-bed's opportunities of making acquaintance 

had been rather limited, and she could not resolve the 
difficulty. 

Stumpy (a man with a wooden leg), Cowskin, Spin
dleshanks, Cockeye, and Pigtail were severally invoked, 
but in vain; and the querist fell into a brown study, in 
which she remained for some time. At length, however, 
her eyes suddenly brightened, and slapping one of her 
companions on the shoulder, she exclaimed trium
phantly, "Dash my wig! whoy he means moy feyther!" 
and then turning to the gentleman, added, "Yo 
should'n ax'd for Ode Blackbird!". 

I could adduce similar instances, where persons 
among the peasantry of my native county. are much 
better known by sobriquets than by their proper sur
names; and many only know them by the former. 
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This is particularly ·the case where several families in 
one locality bear the same name. 'There were lately 
living in the small town of Folkestone, co. Kent, fifteen 
persons, whose hereditary name was HALL; but who,' 
gratiA distinctionis, ,bore the .elegant ~esignations of 

DOGGy-HALL, PUMBLE-FoOT, 
FEATHERTOE, COLD-FLIP, 
BUMPER, SILVER-EYE, 
BUBBLES, LUMPY, 
PIERCE-EYE, SUTTY, 
FAGGOTS, THICK-LIPS, 
CULA, and 
JIGGERY, OLD HARE.· 

It is not probable that advancing civilization will 
ever materially interfere with our present system of 
nomenclature, which admirably answers, in most cases, 
the purposes for which it is designed. 
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CHAPTER V. 

LOCAL SURNAMES . 

.. Nomina locorum et praldiorum, qual ii incolerent, aut quorum domini 
erant."-DUCANGB • 

.. Souvent empruntes d'idiomes veillis, leur sens est aujourd'hui perdu; 
souvent tires des noms des lieux, leur signification est uniquement relative 
a des localites."-S.u.vERTE. [lIRE practice of as,wning second nam .. . 

from the place of the person's birth or 
residence is of very high antiquity: we 
have examples in 'Herodotus of Hall
carnassus' and 'Diodorus Siculus.' .The 

surname, Iscariot, borne by the bet~ayer of our Lord, 
is supposed to have been derived from his patrimonial 
estate. 

Mr. Kemble has shown, that this practice prevailed 
to some extent among our Anglo-Saxon ancestors, who 
placed the preposition fJ!t before the surname, as: 

Godwine ret Fechllm. 
Eadric ret Ho. 
lElfgllr ret MeApahAm . 

. Under the general head of local surnames are com
prised three classes: 1, Those which express the country 
of the origiual assumer j 2, Those which point to his 
estate or place of abode j and, 3, Those that describe 
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the nature or situation of his residence. Such names 
as SCOTT and FRANCE belong to the first; MIDDETON 
and W INCRESTER to the second; and HILL and FOREST 
to the third .. 

It is generally supposed that the practice of bor
rowing family names from patrimonial estates became 
usual about the close of the tenth century, 01' the com
mencement of the eleventh, particularly in Normandy 
and the contiguous parts of France. Chiefly of this 
kind are the names in that far-famed, though apocry
phal document, the 8rtat ltJlU of JSatttl gbbt!', 
a list of the principal commanders and companions in 
arms of William the Conqueror, to which hereafter the 
reader's attention will be directed. ·U nder the feudal 
system the great barons assumed as surnames the proper 
names of their seignories, the knights who held under 
them did the like, and these in tum were imitated by 
all who possessed a landed estate, however small. 
Camden remarks, that there is not a single village in 
Normandy that has not surnamed some family in 
England. * The French names introduced at the Con
quest may generally be known by the prefixes DB, DU, 
DBS, DE LA, ST. or SAINCT, and by the suffixes PONT, ERS, 
PANT, BEAU, AGE, MONT, ARD, AUX, BOIS, LY, EUX, ET, 
VAL, COURT, VAUX, LAY, PORT, OT, CRAMP and VILLE i 
most of which are component parts of proper names of 
places, as every one may convince himself by the slight
est glance at a map of northern France .. 

I shall here set down, from Camden, some of the 
principal surnames imported into England from the 
opposite side of the channel in the eleventh century, 

* A thorough examination of the sources of thOle of our loca18urnames 
which have been borrowed from towns and seignories in Normand)' would 
furnish materials for a very interesting essay. 
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which he classifies into those of Normandy, Bretagne, 
France, and the Netherlands. 

From Normandy. Mortimer, Warren,Albigny, Percy, 
Gournay, Devereux, Tankerville, St.-Lo, Argenton, 
Marmion, St.-Maure (corruptly Seymour), Bracy, 
Maigny, Nevill, Ferrers, Harcourt, Baskerville, Mor
tagne, Tracy, Beaufoy, Valoins (now Valance?), Cayly, 
Lucy, Montfort, Bonville, Bouil, Avranche, &c. 

From Bretagne. St. Aubin, Morley, Dinant (cor
rupted to Dinham), Dole, Balun, Conquest, Valletort, 
Lascelles, Bluet, &c. 

From other parts of France. Courtenaye, Corby, 
Boleyn, Crevequer, St. Leger, Bohun, St. Andrew, 
Chaworth, St. Quintin, Gorges, Villiers, Cromar, Paris, 

. Rheims, Cressy (now Creasy), Fynes, Beaumont, 
Coignac,Lyons, Chalons, Chaloner, Estampes or Stamps, 
and many more. 

From the Netherlands. Louvaine, Gaunt (Ghent), 
Ipres, Bruges (now Brydges), Malines, Odingsels, 
Tournay, Douay, Buers (now Byers), Beke; and, in latter 
ages, Daubridgcourt, Rosbert, Many, Grandison, &c. 

Many persons who bear names of French origin 
jump, without any evidence of the fact from historical 
records, to the conclusion, that they must needs be de
scended from some stalwart Norman, who hacked his 
way to eminence and fortune through the serried ranks 
of the Saxons at Hastings. Such ambitious individuals 
ought to be reminded that, in the eight centuries that 
have elapsed since the Conquest, there have been nu
merous settlements of the French in this country; for 
instance, Queen Isabella of France, the consort of 
Edward II. introduced in her train many personages 
bearing surnames previously unknown in England, as 
Longchamp, Conyers, Devereux, D' Arcy, Henage, 
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Savage, Molineux, and Danvers;· to say nothing of the 
various settlements of merchants, mechanics, artists, and 
refugees of all kinds, who have sought and found an 
"island home" in Britain. 

Although the practice of adopting hereditary sur
names from manors and localities originated in N or
mandy, we are not therefore to conclude that all those 
names that have DE, &c. prefixed were of Norman 
origin; for'many families of Saxon lineage copied the 
example of their conquerors in this particular. If the 
Normans had their De Warrens, De Mortimers, and 
D'Evereuxes, the English likewise had their De 
Ashburnhams, De Fords, De Newtons, &c: ad infinitum. 
In some cases the Normans preferred the surname 
derived from their antient patrimonies in Normandy; 
in others they substituted one taken from the estate 
given them by the Conqueror and his successors. ' In a 
few instances the particle de or d' is still retained; but, 
generally speaking, it was dropped from surnames about 
the time of Henry the Sixth, when the title armiger 
or tlSqttftr among the heads of families, andgenero8U8 
or gtntJ]lman among younger sons, began pretty 
generally to be substituted. Thus, instead of John de 
Alchorne, William de Catesby, &c. the landed gentry 
wrote themselves, John Alchorne of Alchorne, Esq., 
William Catesby of Catesby, Gent. &c: Our quaint 
old friend Verstegan thinks this change began to take 
place "wheu English men and English manners began 
to prevail unto the recovery of decayed credit j"* or, in 
other words, when the native English begau to breathe 
from the tyranny of their Norman conquerors. This 
may be true of the former, but it cannot apply to the 

• Anglorum Speculum, 1684, p. 26. t Restitution, p. 311. 
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latter. Brevity appears to have been the real motive 
for the omission of the DEi and other particles pre
viously llsed with surnames. Had euphony heeli 
regarded, it would never have oceU1'red with the Fremjh 
particles; for, however roueh better Hall end Towers 
may sound than AUe Halle aiid Atle Toweii~, it eaenet 
be denied that Dc la Chambre lmd Le Dj:spr"'n.~er are 
sh<krn rf all their w h<:m eurtEsiled to C1U$1l.hers 
alid SpetA,~er. But tjk returli; ,tG bjar the dGnGmi
nGti<m 'rf one'r o,rn e:jtate-tG write himsdf '<bf thGt 
Ilk'-n8.S antiently, ae it is: still, cemidere<i peculiar 
henGur and genuine ffi::rk of gentility: but sic transit 

·mu·ndi, that.l cuuld name instances of persons 
hliving bueome absolutely pauperised on the very spot 
frum which their ancestors had been surnamed.'* 

From these observations, however, it must not be in
ferred that all families bearing local surnames were 
originally possessors of the localities from which tho£!e 
names were borrowed. In all probability gy·eat kmm
ber of such names were nerea ui:ed with the D:, at all. 
In (j·ermany and PahiKid they di8ciiminata in thii 
spect by uiAng the worrl IN, when POiso"s(:rs of the 
place, Emd OF, when only born Oi .:1wiUing thire. The 
like, Camde,j tells: :.,s, was done in Seotland, 
"where you shaH hHvH Tmtter of FohhHm, av:d Tretter 
in FogG; IhiUey of Haitky, and Haitley in IIaitley. 
The fm-egGing Gemark borne out by such 
nHtneS ai theIe, oecnrring at an elU'ly period in the 
neighbGurhnod of Hull: Ralph Ie '!'averner de Nottin,Q-

* cmTf:"pondnjjt :jj:rn:jfki"g "po" this pas,jjge s"ys,· II A" Allsop, co. 
Dnrbi, the"" ,jj,e "Umerjjl:,S All,op' of e""ry gl1ld", in sodety. "nu at 
Tissington the ,,,Wf: r:·:"a"n "iplies." I ":i'Y "d.l, tlmt "t lieathti"ld "nci. 
Lindfield, co. Sussex, there h:jj"e been :7les:,.ant, iff Lllo,n "ames :Fe· 
spectively .. 

• I 
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ham de Kyngeston super Hull; Robert de Dripol de 
Kyngeston, &c.· 

. Salverte justly remarks, that "the peasant who re
moved from his native place was often sufficiently 
distinguished by the name of that place as a surname 
among the inhabitants of the town or village in which 
he took up his abode, and the designation passing to his 
children became hereditary. Hence, without having 
aspired to such an honour, the poor plebeian found him
self assimilated to the lord of his native hamlet.'" 

Generally speaking, the practice of adopting surnames 
from territorial possessions ceased at the period when 
that of making family appellatives stationary was intro
duced. John de Wilton might acquire an estate at 
Barham and fix his residence there, but he would not 
write himself John de Barbam, but John de Wilton of 
Barham. In the county of Cornwall, however, and 
perhaps in other districts, even 80 lately as the sixteenth 
century, gentlemen often left their antient surnames on 
the purchase or inheritance of a new estate. Thus a 
member of the family of Lothon, buying the lands of 
Busvargus, near the Land's End, about the year 1560, 
relinquished his ancestral denomination, and wrote him
self Busvargus. In Scotland the practice is but recently 
extinct. 

There are several antient baronial surnames to which 
our old genealogists assigned a false origin. Some of 
these may be called Crusading names, from the suppo
sition that they were derived from places visited by the 
founders of the families during the holy wars. Mortimer 
was, according to these etymologists, de Mortuo Mari, 
"from the Dead Sea," and Dacre, D' Acre, a town on 
the coast of Palestine; but it is well known that the 

* Frost's History of Hull. 
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places from which these two are derived are situated, 
the one in Normandy, the other in Cumberland. 
Jordan is reputed to have been borrowed from the famous 
river of that name in Palestine; and Mountjoy is said 
to have been adopted from a place near Jerusalem, 
which, according to that worthy old traveller, Sir John 
Maundevile, "men clepen Mount-J oye, for it zevethe 
joy to pilgrymes hertes, be cause that there men seen 
first Jerusalem .... a full fair place and a delicyous."· 

There is a vulgar error, that places borrowed their 
designations from families instead of the contrary. On 
this subject Camden says,_CC Whereas therefore these 
locall denominations of families are of no great anti
quitie, I cannot yet see why men should thinke that 
their ancestors gave names to places, when the places 
bare those very names before any men did their sur
names. Yea, the very terminations of the names are 
such as are only proper and applicable to places, and 
not to persons in their significations, if any will marke 
the locall terminations which I lately specified. Who 
would suppose Hill, Wood, Field, Ford, Ditch, Poole; 
Pond, Town or Tun, and such like terminations, to be 
convenient for men to beare their names, vnlesse they 
could also dreame Hills, Woods, Fields, Ponds, &c. to 
have been metamorphosed into men by some super
naturall transformation? 

"And I doubt not but they will confesse that townes 
stand longer than families . 

... Some religious houses iu England had their mountjO!l8, a name given 
to eminences where the first view of the sacred edifice was to be obtained. 
This name is still retained in a division of the hundred of Battel, not far 
from the remains of the majestic pile reared by William the Conqueror. 
Boyer defines • Mont-joie' as "a heap of stones made by a French army as 
a monument of victory." 

.=. 

Digitized by Google 



LOCAL. 49 

It It may also be prooued that many places which now 
haue Lords denominated of them had . . . . owners of 
o~her surnames and families not many hundred yeeres 
smce. 

"I know neverthelesse, that albeit most townes haue 
borrowed their names from their situation and other 
respects, yet some with apt terminations, have their 
names from men, as Edwardston, Alfredstone, Ubsford, 
Malmesbury (corruptly for Maidulphsbury). But these 
were from forenames or Christian names, and not from 
surnames. For Ingulphus plainly sheweth that 
Wihurton and Lejfrington were so named, because two 
knights, Wiburt and Leofric, there sometime inha
bited. But if anyone should affirme that the gentle
men named Lejfrington, Wihurton, Lancaster, Leicester, 
Bossevill, 01' Shorditch, gave the names to the places so 
named, J would humbly, without prejudice, craue respite 
for a further day before I beleeued them ..... "* 

This error possibly originated either in the flattering 
tales of the genealogists, t or from the fact of surnames 
having been occasionally appended to the proper names 
of towns and manors, for the sake of distinction; or, as 
Camden says, "to notifie the owner," as Hurst-Per~ 
point, and H urst-Monceux ; Tarring-Neville, and 
Tarring-Peverell; Rotherfield-Greys, and Rotherfield
Pypard. It is true that a vulgar ostentation has often 
induced the proprietors of mansions to give their own 
names to them, as Hammond's-Place, Latimer's, Camois-

* Camd. Rem. p. 108. 
t Among other instances of this kind, I recollect that, in the pedigree 

of Roberts, antientlycalled Rookhurst, (Hayley's Sussex MSS. Brit. Mus.) 
compiled in the reign of Elizabeth, it is asserted that a gentleman of Scot. 
land, named Rookhurst, settling in Kent, ill the elef1mth century, gave that 
name to the manor 10 designated! 

I. 3 
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Court, Mark's-Hall, Theohald's, &c. &c. "when as now 
they have possessors of other names; and the old verse 
is, and alwayes will be, verified of them, which a right 
worshipfull friend of mine not long since writ upon 
his new house: 

:l!unc mta, mox lJujUil. ftlf poftta ntfclo cujUII." 

While on this subject I would remind the reader, 
that the practice of borrowing the designations of 
places from personal names has prevailed in various ages 
and countries: history, both sacred and profane, fur
nishes us with innumerable instances. Canaan, Nineveh, 
Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, and Constantinople, are 
familiar ones. 

" Romulus exeipiet gentem, et Mavortia eondet 
Mrenia, Romanosque "'0 de nomine dieet." 

lEn. i, 276-7. 

"lEneadasque mea nomen de nomine fingo." lb. iii, 18. 

Among the Anglo-Saxons it was pretty usual up to 
the period of the Norman Conquest to denominate places 
from their proprietors' personal names, and it is by no 
means improbable that in some instances the locality 
gave back to the posterity of an individual, as a sur
name, the very designation which it had originally 
assumed from his baptismal appellation. I am not pre
pared to support this remark by any better instance than 
the following, the doubtfulness of which I am willing to 
admit. The Featherstonhaugks of Northumberland are 
said to be descended from a Saxon chieftain named 
Frithestan, who denominated his estate Frithestanhaugh 
or the hill of Frithestan; and his descendants, continuing 
in possession until the Norman period, are alleged to 
have adopted from it the hereditary surname of De 
Featherstonhaugh. 
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The following interesting extract from Mr. Wright's 
History of Ludlow needs no apology: 

"Many of the names of places, of which the mean
ing seems most diffiotIlt to explain, are compounded of 
those of Anglo-Saxon possessors or cultivators; and the 
original forms of such words are readily discovered by 
a reference to Domesday hook. Thus, on the Here
fordshire side of Ludlow we have Elmodes-treow or the 
tree of Elmod (now Aymestry); Widferdestune, or the 
enclosure of Widferd (W oofferton); Willaves-Iage, or 
the lee (saltus) of Willaf (probably Willey); Edwardes
tune, or the enclosure of Edward (Adferton); Elnodes
tune, or the enclosure of Elnod (Elton); Beruoldune, or 
the hill of Bernold. In Shropshire there are Chinbaldes
cote, or the cot of Chinbald, a place mentioned as de
pendent upon Bromfield; .LElmundes-tune, or the 
enclosure of Elmund; Elmund-wic, or the dwelling of 
Elmund; Alnodes-treow, or the tree of Elnod, &c. 
Names of places having ing in the middle are generally 
formed from patronymics, which in Anglo-Saxon had 
this termination. Thus a son of Alfred was an 
..Elfreding; his descendants in general were ..Elfredingas 
or Alfredings. These patronymics are generally com
pounded with ham, tun, &c., and whenever we can find 
the name of a place in pure Saxon documents, we have 
the patronymic in the genitive case plural. Thus 
Birmingham was Beorm-inga-ham, the home or residence 
of the sons or descendants of Beorm. There are not 
many names of this form in the neighbourhood of 
Ludlow; Berrington (Beoringatun) was perhaps the 
enclosure of the sons or family of Beor, and Culmington 
that of the family of Culm." 

But enough of these preliminary observations. It is 
now time to classify the local surnames into their 
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various kinds. Following the order just now laid down, 
.let us first speak of patrial names-those derived from 
the country of the original bearers. * They are more 
numerous than might be expected; and they usually 
occur in antient records with the prefix LE. 

ALMAN, from Almany (Germany.) 
ANGEVIN, from Anjou.· Camden. 
BEAMlSH (Bohmisch) from Bohemia. This is the' 

traditional origin of the name, but there is a township 
so called in the county of Durham . 

. BRABAN, from Brabant.' Vide Hanway, infra . 
. BRET, BRETON, BRITTON, from Bretagne. 
BURGOYNE, from Burgundy. 
CORNISH, CORNWALLIS, from Cornwall. 
CHAMPAGNE} 
C from Champagne .. 

HAMPNEYS 
D' ALMAINE (D' Allemagne), from Germany; also 

Dalman • 
. DANE, DENIS, DENCH, from Denmark.' 

ESTARLlNG, awkwardly corrupted to Stradling, from 
'the East,' probably Greece. 

ENGLISH, ENGLAND. It is difficult to account for 
these. INGLts is the Scottish orthography. 

FRENCH, FRANCE. (Le)FRANCEYS (unde Francis.) 
GOTH and GAUL occur among the freeholders of 

Yorkshire. These, if not corruptions of other words, 
were probably sobriquets . 

. FLANDERS, FLEMING, from Flanders. 
GAEL or GALE, a Scot. 
GERMAINE, from Germany. 
GASCOYNE, from Gascony; also Gaskoin, and Gaskin.· 

* These are not of the same kind as the agnomina, Africanus, Ger
manicns, &c., of the antients, which were conferred upon generals for great 
exploits against hostile nations. Vide p. 9. 
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HANWAY, Hainault was so denominated in the time 
of Henry the Eighth. In Andrew Borde's 'Boke of 
the Introduction of Knowledge,' we are informed that 
the" money, maners and fashyons" of the inhabitants of 
Holland "islyke Flaunders, Hanway, andBraban, which 
be commodious and plentyful contreys." 

. HOLLAND, DOUCHE; the latter is the antient form 
of 'Dutch.' 

JANEWAY, a Genoese.· 
"There was one amonge the Janwayea that the 

Frenche kyng hyred to make warre agaynst the Eng
lysshe men, whiche bare an oxe heed peynted in his 
shelde: the which shelde a noble man of France chal
lenged: and so longe they stroue, that they must nedas 
fyght for it. So at a day and place appointed, the 
frenche gallaunt came into the felde, rychely armed at 
all peces. The Janwaye, all vnarmed, came also in to 
the felde, and said to the frenche man, wherefore shall 
we this day fight? Mary, said the frenche man, I wyll 
make good with my body, that these armes were myne 
auncetours before thyne. What were your auncetours 
armes? quod the Janwaye. An o:ce heed, sayd the 
frenche man. Than sayde the Janwaye, here nedeth no 
batayle: For this that I beare is a cowea heed!" (Prom 
'Talea, and quicke Anawerea, very mery, and pleasant 
to rede,' written about temp. Henry VII!.) 

IRELAND, IRISH. 
JEW. There is a bookseller at Gloucester bearing 

this name. 
LOMBARD, LAMBARDE, from Lombardy . 

....;MA YNE, from the French province. 
MAN, from the Island. 
MOORE, MORRIS. The former may be, and probably 

is derived from the topographical expression, as it occurs 
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in the form of Atmoor, Amoore, &c. q. d. at the Moor. 
With respect to the latter name I may observe that it 
is variously spelt Morys,Moris, Morris, Morice, Morrice, 
Mawrice, &c., and compounded with various initial 
expressions, De, Mont, Fitz, Clan, &c. Some of the 
families bearing this name are of Welsh extraction, 
Mawrrwyce, being the Welsh form of Mavors (Mars), 
the god of war, antiently given to valorous chieftains of 
that country. One of the Welsh family mottoes has 
reference to this etymology, "MARTE et mari faventi
bus." The other Morrices are supposed to be of Mooriah 
blood; their progenitors having come over from Africa, 
by way of Spain, into varions countries of western 
Europe at an early period. It is a well-known fact that 
the particular species of saltation, called the morrice
dance, and several branches of magic lore, were intro
duced into these regions many centuries since by natives 
of Morocco. The professors of those arts, enriching 
themselves by their trade, seem in some instances to 
have embraced Christianity, and to have become founders 
of eminent families; certain it is that several magnates 
bearing the names of Morice, Fitz-Morice and Mont
morice, attended William the Conqueror in his descent 
upon England, and, acquiring lands, settled in this 
country. The name Montmorris is said to signify "from 
the Moorish mountains!'· 

NORMAN, from Normandy. Also a christian name. 
PICARD, from Picardy, a province of France. 
POITEVIN, from Poitou. Camd. I have not seen 

this name elsewhere; Poitlevin however occurs. 
POLAND} 
POLACK 
ROMA YNE, from Rome. 

* Vide Burke's Commoners, vol. iv. 
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. RHODES, from the island in the Mediterranean. 
SCOTT, from Scotland: * 
SAXON. 
SPAIN • 

• W ALES, WALSH, WALLIS, from Wales.· 
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W ESTPHALING, from Westphalia, in Germany; also 
WESTPHAL. 

WIGHT, from the island of that name . 
• To these may be added PAYNE,t (latinized Paganus,) 

probably given to some Paynim or Mussulman, who em
braced the Christian faith' during the Crusades; and 
GIPSEY, bestowed on some person who had left the 
mysterious nomadic tribe, so well known, and become 
naturalized as an Englishman. Be this as it may, it is 
now home by a very respectable family, who take rank 
as gentry, and reside, if my recollection serves me, 
somewhere in Kent. 

'From names of COUNTIES in the British dominions 
we derive/the following family names =- Cheshire, Kent, 
Esse.zo,tSurrey,Cornwall, Devonshire, Devon, Darhiahire, 

* "Le celebre Walter Scott porte Ie nom de la tribu Scott, dont Ie duc 
de Buccleugh est Ie chef; et ce qu'il y a de curieux, c'est que ce duc cherche 
Bon nom en Normaudie et pretend que Ie nom primitif etait "Bleat 1"
De Gert7ille. 

t Persons who wilfully remained unbaptized were autiently called 
Pagani. (Vide Fosbroke's Encyc. of Antiq.) Pagauus is also a personal 
name. 

t There is now living in the weald of Kent a person called EBBetr, from 
the circumstauce of his father having migrated from that county. The 
cause of this chauge of the family appellation was the oddity of the original 
name, which the honest' Wealdishers' found some difficulty in pronouncing. 
The surname WildiBh (cognate with Cornish, Londonish, &c.) was probably 
given to its first bearer, not from auy particular wildness of demeanour, but 
because he came from the wild or weald of Sussex. The peasants who go 
to the South-Down farms to assist in the labours of harvest, are still called 
by their hill-country brethren, , WildiBh men.' 
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Hampshire, DurJ,am, Norfolk, Rutland, 'Wiltshire, 
Dorset, Somerset, Cumberland, Renfrew, Westmoreland, 
Denby, Montgomery (?), Clare (?), Down (?), Ross (?), &c. 
Also Kentish, Devenish, and Cornish, with which last I 
may add Londonish and Londonoys.The singular name 
Biskoprick was probably given to a native of the county 
of Durham. • 

. The second class of local surnames consists of those 
derived from citi~s and towns j as London, Yorke, 
'Winchester, Chichester, Rochester,· Oteford, Bristowe 
(Bristol), Warwick, Buckingham, Bedford, Carlisle, Lan
caster, Hertford, Lincoln, Lester, Coventry, Portsmouth, 
'Lewes, Hastings, Arundel, Rye, -Blackburn, Hampton, 
Huntingdon,. Grantham, Rugby, Halifate, Grimsby, Bath, 
Wells, Poole, Dartmouth, Hull, Kingston, Wincltelsea, * 
and others far too numerous to mention. The town of 
Devizes is often called C The Vise:' hence, in aU proba
bility, we have the name of Vyse, 

. Thousands of English surnames are derived from 
villages and obscure towns.' The foUmving are selected 
from the county of Sussex alone, and the number might 
be greatly increased. Most of them are 'still borne by 
families in various conditions in life residing in the 
county .. 

Alfriston, Arlington, Ashburnham. 
Brede, Battle, Bexle, t Balcombe, Barwicke, Barnham, 

Bolney, Beckley, Buxted, Burwash. 
Compton, Coombs, Chailf&,. Crowhurst, Clayton. 
Denton, Deane, Dicker, '~ling, Dallington. 

'.-:: 

* The names of BriglitO'll, D(!f)O'IIport, and other ,"ery modern towns, 
which occasionally occur, (in police reports, &c.) must be of recent 
assumption, and are probably adopted by delinquents for the purpose of 
concealment. 

t Hodie Bexhill. 

Digitized by Google 

.." 



J.QCAJ •• 

Eckington, Emley, Echingham. 
Firle, Folkington. 
Glynde, Goring, Grinstead, Guestling. 
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Hailsham, Heathfield, Hartfield, Hurst, Hel. 
lingly, Hoo. 

Iden, Icklesham, lfield, Itchingfield, Jevington. 
Kingston. 
Lindfield, Lulham. 
Mayfield, Madehurst, Malling, Meeching. 
Nutley, Ny timber. 
Ore, Oxenbridge. 
Preston, Patching, Penhurst, Poynings, Pevensey, 

Patcham, Preston. 
Radmell. 
Stanmer, Sedlescombe, Sutton, Stedham, Shoreham, 

Seaford. 
Ticehurst, Trotton. 
Vinehall. 
Waldron, Wistonneston, Washington, Watlington, 

Wadhurst, Willingdon . 
. Numerous as are the surnames derived from villages, 

those borrowed from manors, farms, and single houses, 
are very much more 80. Old records prove that five, 
eight, or ten, local surnames, have originated in a single 
parish of considerable extent, and a county of average 
dimensions yields hundreds of such names. It follows 
therefore that the local surnames of English origin must 
be many thousands in number .. 

To collect a complete list of local names would 
require the labour and research of years. Well may 
M. de Gerville remark on this subject, "ce chapitre est 
immense !" The best sources for such a collection would 
be the indexes of places usually inserted in our larger 
county histories and other topographical works. A 

8§ 
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careful examination of the ordnance surveys, and other 
similar documents, would convince the inquirer that 
thousands of family names of uncouth sound and ortho
graphy, and whose origin seemed to batB.e his ingenuity, 
are in reality derived from obscure hamlets and insig
nificant landed properties; but more on this subject in 
a future chapter . 

. As we retain most" of the names of places imposed 
by our Anglo-Saxon ancestors, with their significant 
terminations, it is no wonder that-. 

'u In .:forb, in .am, in "'I? anll tr:on 
tr~e mollt of 1Snglill~ li'urnamell run!' 

I am not quite sure, however, whether the proverb 
is sufficiently comprehensive, and I would therefore 
take the liberty of adding: 

lNG, HURST and WOOD, WICK, STII:D and FIELD, 
Full many English surnames yield. 

These ten may perhaps be regarded as the principal 
terminations, but there are several others only second 
to them in frequency: 

With THORPE and BOURNE, COTE, CASTER, OKE, 
COMBE, BURY, DON and STOWll, and STOKE; 
With Ey and PORT, SHAW, WORTH, and WADE, 
HILL, GATE, WELL, STONE are many made; 
CLUJ', MARSH, and MOUTH, and DOWN, and SAND, 
And BECK and SEA with numbers stand. 

Most of these also occur as distinct surnames. 
Identity of surname is not always proof of the 

consanguinity of the persons bearing it; for in some 
instances two families have derived their surname from 
one place, in other cases from two different places 
bearing the same designation. As nearly every county 
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has its Norton, its Newton,'" its Stoke, or its Sutton, 
there may be nearly as many distinct families of those 
names as there are counties. Much less are such 
names as Attwood, Water., Well8, Banks, &c. peculiar 
to one family.' 

"RIVERS," says Camden, "have imposed names to 
some men, as the old Baron Sur-Tey. (hodie Surtees), 
that is, upon the Tees . . . Derwentwater, Eden, 
Troutheck, Hartgill, Esgill, Wampull, Swale, StOUT, 
Temes (and Tamys). Trent, Tamar, Grant, Tyne, Croc, 
Lone, Lund, Calder." To these I add Severn, Parret, 
Dee, Kennett,t Loddon, Yarrow, Mole, Lea, Cam, Dart, 
Dare, Weiland, Sour, Don, Shannon, Ure, Wear, Yare. 
I think Pickers gill belongs to this class, as it signifies 
" a stream inhabited by pike or pickerell!' 

Hitherto. I have treated of surnames derived from 
. the proper names of places: let us now turn to those' 

of the third class, namely those .. which describe tlte 
nature or situation of the original hearer's residence, 
such as Hill, Dale, Wood. ' 
. After the practice of adopting the name of one's 

own estate had become pretty general amongst the 
landed families, men of the middle and lower classes, 
(' ungmtJ]lmtn,' as the Bake of St. Alban's has it,) 
imitating their superiors, borrowed their family names 

* It is remarkable that many of the most tmtirp&e placea in the kingdom 
bear this name, which signifies New.toum. This definition reminds me of 
an epitaph ill a churchyard in the north of England: 

"Here lies (alas!) and more's the pity, 
All that remains of JOHN NEW.CITY." 

To which the following somewhat important nota bene is attached: 
"{/;j' The man's name was New.ToWN, which would not rhyme." 

t If not from the Scottish personal name KenetA. 
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from the situation of their residences; thus, if one 
dwelt upon a HILL, he would style himgelf Atte Hull i' 
if on a MOOR, Attmore, or Amore; if UNDER a hill, 
Underdown i if near some TOWER or GATE, Atte Tower 
or Agate; if by some LAKE or SHORE, Bywater or 
Bythesea;* if near the public road, Bytheway, &c. I 

The prefix principally made use of was ATTE, which 
was varied to ATTEN when the name began with a 
vowel. " An instance of this kind occurs in the sur
name of that celebrated personage in legal matters, Mr. 
John a-Noke, whose original appellation was John Atten 
Oak, as that of his constant antagonist was John Atte 
Style. That the letter N is apt to pass from the end 
of one word to the beginning of another, is shown in 
newt, which has certainly been formed by a corruption 
from an ewt or ift."t Noke is now seldom met with, 
but its corruption Noakes is one of the most common 
of surnames. The phrase, "Jack Noakes and Tom 
Styles," is familiarly employed to designate the rabble, 
and it is not, as to the former name at least, a thing 
of yesterday, for Skelton, who wrote in the early part 
of the sixteenth century, in his 'Colin Clout; a satire 
on the bishops of his time, says: 

" Their lIIules gold do eat, 
Their neighbours die for meat; 
What care they though Gill sweat 
Or Jack qf the Noke 1" 

• One family of BlItheaea, who have been gentry for upwards of three 
centuries, have a tradition that the founder of their house was a foundling, 
and that the name was given him (in reference to the situation where he 
was discovered) by a gentleman who bequeathed to him the whole of his 
estate. Names and dates, those useful verifiers of tradition, are wanting, 
I fear, in this case. The Dutch have their De Meer, and the SpaniarcLs 
their Delmar, both signifying' Of the sea! 

t Glossary to Chaucer's Poems, edit, 1825. 
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The singularly inelegant name of Boaks appears to 
be a contraction of' By the Oaks,' and Haynoke is 
doubtless 'a! Nokeo' NASH is, in like manner, a 
corruption of Atten-Ash,'" and N YE of Atten-Eye, at 
the island . 

. In the course of a few generations the prefixes ATTE, 

. &c., were softened to A, and with the latter some few 
names have descended to our own times, as Agate, 
Amoore, Acourt, &c. Generally speaking, however, 
the A was dropped towards the end of the sixteenth' or 
the beginning of the seventeenth t,pentury. Camden 
supposes the A to be a softening of OF, as Adam 
a' Kerby for Adam of Kirby.' I think it may be deduced 
from four different sources : 

1. From At, as above-John a' Gate. 
2. From OJ, as in the case of Adam a'Kerby. 
3. From the Latin preposition a, signifying from, 

as 'Thomas a! Dover,' equivalent to 'Thomas who 
came from Dover.' 

4. From the same preposition in a genealogical 
sense, as 'Peter a' James,' for Peter the son of, or 
one descended from, James . 

. As a proof of the great frequency of names with 
the prefix at and its variations, the following are cited 
from the records of the county of Northampton alone, 
and the number might be greatly increased: 

Athill. Atmere. Atmore. 
Atbrigge. Attechurch. Attediche. 
Atte Holle. Atte Hawe. Atte Hall. 
Atte-Kirk. Atte Mylle. Atte Mylne. 
Atte-wall. Attewelle. Attewind. 
Attegate. Attercliffe. Atwyk:t 

• Ade. atte Naselle, 1296. 
t From Bridges' Northamptonshire. 
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'By' and 'UNDER' were sometimes used as prefixes, 
e. g.: 

Bygrove. 
Byfield. 

Underhill. 
U ndercliff. . 

Bythesea. 
Byford. 

Underdown. 

Bywater. 
Bygate. 

Underwood. 

Since this kind of designations forms no inconsider
able portion of the family nomenclature of Englishmen, 
I must beg my indulgent reader to don his hat and 
gloves, and accompany me to inspect the places and 
objects from which our simple ancestors delighted to 
denominate themselves, and which, for the purpose of 
getting a better view, I shall digest into an alphabetical 
list, after the example, and with the aid of, my great 
predecessor in these matters, Master William Camden;'" 
making, in the course of the perambulation, such ex
planatory observations as may be deemed necessary; 
and relating such anecdotes as may seem meet to en
liven a part of my subject which all but antiquaries 
and philologists will perchance consider excessively 
dull. 

A. 

Abbey. This name was probably conferred upon some 
menial attached to a monastery. 

Alehouse. 
Applegarth. An orchard. Applegate, Appleyard. 
Armitage. A hermitage. 
A8k. See Tree. 

* Camden's list contains 253 names. Verstegan has likewise a similar 
list. I have derived much assistance from Halliwell's • Archaic and Pro. 
vincial Dictionary,' and most of the illustrations from MS. sources are bor. 
rowed from that work. 
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B. 
Back. In some places a ferry j at Bristol, a wharf; 

in Cheshire it is synonymous with' Beck,' q. v. 
Baine (Fr.) A bath.... Hence Baynes. 
Barrack. 
Banlc, Banks. 
Barn, Barnes. 
Barrow (A.-S.Bearw.) A barrow; a high or hilly place; 

a wood or grove; a hill covered with wood. 
Barton. A curtilage. In Devonshire it is applied to 

any freehold estate not possessed of manorial privileges. 
Beacon, Becon. A beacon is 

any contrivance by which in
formation may be conveyed 
either by sea or land, generally 
by means of fire. At the pe· 
riod when family names were 
first generally adopted, it was 
a kind of fire-cage attached to 
a high pole, and was employed 
either for the purposes of the 
modem lighthouse or for alarm
ing the country in case of in
vasion by the enemy. In woody 
districts the beacon consisted of a huge pile of brush
wood or furze which was set fire to in such an emergency. 
Nearly every spot of unusual height in the county of 
Sussex is called a beacon, and was until a comparatively 
recent date crowned with its stack of fuel. 

* There is a remarkable coincidence as to the name of BanweU in 
Somersetshire, where a great deposit of fossil bones has been discovered, 
and from which the place might be supposed to be denominated-ban 
being the A .• S. for bone; but Collinson mentions a much esteemed 8u1. 
phureous spring there, which doubtless, as a former liain or bath, originated 
the name. 
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Beck (A.-S. Becc.) A brook; and 
Beckett. A little brook." 
Bellckamhers. Probably a church tower. 
Bent. A plain; a common; a field; a moor; so 

called from those places being frequently covered with 
the bent-grass. Willan says bents are "high pastures 
or shelving commons." "The term," says Halliwell, 
tr is very common in early English poetry: 

• Appone a befit without the borghe 
With scharpe arowes ;e schote hym thurge.' 

MS. Lincoln, A. i. 17." 

Bearne. A wood. 
Biggin. A building; hence Newhiggin is t a new 

building.' 
Borde. A cottage. In Domesday, t bordarii' are 

cottagers. 
Boys (A.-N.) A wood; hois • 

.. And bad them go betyme 
To the boy, Seynt Martyne." MS. Cantab., f. ii. 38. 

Borstall. Much discussion has been wasted on this 
word. In Sussex (where alone I have met with it as 
a surname), it signifies a winding road up a hill, and 
only occurs on the northern escarpment of the South 
Downs. 'Robert atte Borstall.' Sussex Subsidy Roll, 
1296. 

Bourne. 1. A boundary or limit (Fr. Borne). "The 
undiscovered country-from whose hourne no traveller 
returns." 2. A stream (A.-S. Burne). Such names 
as Seahorn, JVinterhorn, and Newhorn seem rather to 
have been derived from this local source than from the 
original bearers having been horn at sea, in winter, &c. 

* Parker, in his • Glossary of Heraldry,' mentions a bird of this name, 
and states, without however naming his authority, that Thomas a' Becket 
bore three of them in his arms. 
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Boroughs, Burg, Burke, Borrow, Burrows, are sy
nonymous . 

• Bottle (A.-S. Botl.) A seat or chief mansion-house; 
more usually a village. The German b'Ilttel. in W olf
enbiittel and many other names has the same significa
tion. It also occurs simply, and in composition, in 
many names of places in England, as Bootle, N ewbottle. 
Harbottle, &c .. A sailor who had served on board of 
a man-of-war called the Unity, and bore this surname. 
gave one of his sons the name of 'Unity Bottle.' 
The baptismal rite was performed at a village church 
in Sussex, and the minister hesitated some time before 
he would confer so truly ridiculous a name. Booth, 
in Cheshire, has the same meaning . 

. Bottom (A.-S. Botm.) i. In Sussex the words dale, 
vale, and valley are rarely used; Bottom is the substi
tute. f In some cases hills, or rather their summits, are 
called 'Tops;' e. g. Norton Top; Houndene Bottom. 
The term under consideration signifies any low ground 
or valley ; 'hence Longbottom, Sidebottom, Winterbottom, 
Rowbottom, Rosebottom, Shoebotham, Tarbottam, and 
that elegant surname ShujJlebottom, which, when under
stood to signify' shaw-field-bottom,' has nothing ridi
culous in it. ' 

"RAMsBoTToM," observes an intelligent correspondent, 
"is the name of a township in the parish of Bury. 
Lancashire.' In the same locality is a place called 
, Ramsden.' These places are vulgarly pronounced 
ROMsbottom and ROMsden: their signification is, the 
Valley of Roms. Roms or Rhoms are the wild onions 
which abound in these two places, and nowhere else in 
the neighbourhood. In many parts of the North," 
he continues. "this word is compounded with names of 
trees. as Oakenbottom, Ashenbottom, Owler (that is Alder-) 
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bottom. In Lancashire hiclcin is the mountain ash, 
whence perhaps Higginbottom."* In another chapter, 
however, I have assigned a German etymology for this 
name. 

Bower. 
Bridge (Briggs, Bridges, Attihridge). 
Brunne, v. Bourne. In some instances perhaps from 

t brun,' Fr. and O. E. for brown. 
Brough, Burgh, v. Borough. 
Bree (Celtic Bre or Brae), a declivity. 
Brook, Ahrook; Addenhrookc = Atten-brooke. 
Bury, a hill, a barrow j a court, a house or castle. In 

Herefordshire and some other counties the chief house 
of a manor is still called a bury. 

Burne, a brook j a nortqern pronunciation of Bourne, 
whence Burns, Aburne, &c. 

By (Danish), a habitation j hence the strange-look
ing surnames terminating in BEE, as Ashhee, Holmhee, 
Battershee. 

Burtenshaw was antiently written t Byrchenshaw,' 
that is, the little wood or thicket of birch-trees. 

Bush. Although it may seem exceedingly trivial 
that so insignificant an object should name one of the 
lords of the creation, there is little doubt of the fact. 
There was lately living in Scotland a peasant who, with 
his children, was called Funns, because his cot was 
surrounded by furze, called, in some parts of the country, 
by that name. This sobriquet had so completely 

* , Whitford and Mitford ply your pumps; 
You Clutterbuck, come, stir your stumps; 
Why are you in luch doleful dumps? 
A fireman-and afraid of bumps! 
What are they feared on? fools-od rot 'em !' 
Were the last words of HigginiJottom. 

R~tcted Addre"e,. 

Digitized by Google 



LOCAL. 67 

usurped the place of his hereditary surname that his 
neighbours called him by no other name.-

Butta, marks for archery. In the days when 

. . . . . linglanll lua_ fJut a fling 
"abe fot tlJt '€toolttll illicit' anll tlJt '8",.000* .ing,' 

most parishes had a place set apart for this necessary 
sport, and the place is still indicated in many parishes 
by the name of "the Butts." A person resident near 
such a spot would very naturally assume the name of 
" John at the Butts." 

C. 

Camp. Oamps, an earthwork. 
Carr (Caer, Brit.), frequently applied to elevations 

where castles have stood. "A wood or grove on a 
moist soil, generally of alders. A remarkable floating 
island nearly covered with willows, and called the Car, 
is mentioned in the Diversions of Purley, p. 443. 
Any hollow place or marsh is also termed a car" 
(Halliwell.) A pool (Bailey.) In Lincolnshire it means 
a gutter; in Yorkshire, moist, boggy land. The word 
in Anglo-Saxon, on the contrary, signifies a rock. 

Carne (cairn), a Druidical heap ofstones. A plough
land. (Halliwell.) 

Cave. A good name for a person residing in, or 
near the mouth of a cavern. This name probably 
originated in Derbyshire or some other mountain region. 

Caatell, Caatle. Chatto seems to be a corruption of 
the French chAteau. 

Chantrey. In many instances the lands formerly 

* Vide an early Number of the Saturday Magazine. I may remark, how· 
ever, that Bush was formerly the common denotement, and sometimes the 
sign, of an inn. Vide Chapter XI. 
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given by persons to support a chantry for their souls' 
health in parish or other churches still bear such de
signations, as Chantry Land, Chantry Farm, &c. 

Chapel. Chapple. 
Church. 
Churchyard. 
Channel. The Italians have a noble family of CANALI, 

a name of the same import. A feud once happened 
between this family and that of DA PONTE (Bridge) on 
the subject of precedence. "The bridges," said the 
latter, "are higher than the canals I" "The canals," 
retorted the former, "are more antient than the bridges I" 
The quarrel grew to so great a height, and was of such 
long continuance, that the Venetian senate was com
pelled to interpose its authority; and hence it was 
said, that that august body had 'broken down the 
Bridges and filled up the Canals I'· 

Clta8e, a forest or hunting-ground. The distinction 
between a chase and a forest seems to be this: the 
former generally belongs to a subject-the latter to 
the crown. 

Clive, (A.-S.), a cliff. Cleave, Cleve, are other or
thographies of the same word. 

Clough, a ravine, or narrow glen, a deep descent 
between hills; sometimes a cliff. 'Clym of the Clough,' 
a Cumberland ballad. 

Clow (whence Clowes). In A.-S. a rock . 

.. Sende him to Beehe in elif and eluw." (Halliwell.) 

In the North it means a floodgate. 
Close, an enclosure. 
Cobb, a harbour, as the Cobb of Lyme Regis, co. 

Dorset. 

* Salverte. 
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Copp or Cap, a mound or bank, the summit of a hill. 
Combe, a valley (A.-S.) 
Corner. 
Cot (Cote, Cotes), a cottage (A.-S. Cote); a den; a 

salt-pit. 
Court, the principal house of a village, (Halliwell;) 

more properly a manor-house. 
Cove, a cavern; a harbour for boats. 
Covert. "The coverts of a forest technically signify 

thickets full of trees touching each other, those places 
wherein they are scattered and stand apart being on]y 
termed woods."-Thomson's Magna Charta, 340. 

Cowdray (Fr. Coudraie), a grove of hazel trees. 
Cotterel, in Domesday, is a cottage; but in the 

Promptorium Parvulorum the inhabitant of one-a 
cottager. 

Cragg, Craig, a rock or precipice (Celtic); perhaps 
also a creek from the A.-S. Crecca. 

Croft, a small enclosed field (A.-S.) Craft is a 
Northern pronunciation. 

Cross, given to one who dwelt by a market-cross or 
near cross-roads. 

Crouch, a cross (from the Latin crux). I That all 
cross-roads formerly had a cross of wood or stone 
erected near the intersection, is pretty clear from the 
names still retained, as John's Cross, Mark-Cross, 
Stone-Cross, High-Cross, Hand-Cross, New-Cross, 
Wych-Cross' (perhaps so named in honour of St. 
Richard de la Wych, bishop of Chichester). All these. 
and many others, occur in Sussex.* At Seaford such . 

• These crosses served also for direction-posts. Probably this was their 
primary me, the religious idea being an after-thought. The annexed cut 
is borrowed from one in Barclay's" Ship of Fooles." (Vide Foshroke's 
Encye.) 
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a spot bears the name of 'the Crouch.' We find also 
High Crouch, Kattrs* Crouch, Fair Crouch, Crow 
Crouch, &c. &c. Crouched or Crutched Friars were 
an order of religious who wore a cross upon their 
robes. The name crutch applied to the supports used 
by cripples is evidently from the same root. A person 
dwelling near some wayside cross would feel proud of 
such an appellative as John atte Crouch, a form in 
which the name frequently occurs. 

[A CROUCH.] 

II< Saint Katherine's. 
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D. 

Dale, Dean, Dell. Nearly synonymous. " Some
times," as a friend observes, "dean means a bushy 
dingle or vale j but, occasionally, something much 
greater, as Dean Forest, and Axden, co. Warwick." 
The Sussex family of Atte Denne inverted the syllables 
of their name, and made it Dennat or Dennett. * 

Deme, a solitary place (A.-S. Dierna). 
Ditel •• 
Dyke. In the South and East this word signifies a 

ditch j elsewhere an elevated ridge of earth serving as 
a barrier against water. 

Donne, Don, Dun (A.-S.), a down. 

E. 

Ey, Eye, a watery place j an island (A.-S. Ig). 
Eruth, Rith, a ford, "John i' the Eruth," Nona j= 

John Ford. 
East, West,' North, South. 

F. 

Farme. 
Fell, Fells, barren, stony hills. Mr. Halliwell says, 

a hill, moor, valley, or pasture j any unenclosed space 
without many trees (v. t Frith'). 

Moyses wente up on that fell 
Fourty dayes there gon dwelle. Cursor Mundi. 

Fenn. The old family of Atte Fenne of Sussex 
dropped the prefix, added an R, and became Fenner or 
Fenour. 

Fernes (A.-S.), a desert, wilderness: hence Farnes. 
Field, Byfield, Attfield. 

* Cartwright's Rape ot Bramber. 
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Fleet, a tide creek; formerly any stream. 
Fold. In some places the enclosure for impounded 

cattle is so called. 
Forest. In Holland, Van V oorst; in France, La-

for~t. 
Forth, a ford. 
Font, a spring. 
Fountain. 
Fossey (fosse-way). 
Foss, a ditch. 
Foot, Foote, the bottom of a hill. 
Frith. In Scotland, an arm of the sea; elsewllere, 

a plain among woods; elsewhere, a hedge or coppice. 
" Also there is difference between the !ryth and the 

fell; the fels are understood the mountains, vallyes, 
and pastures, with corne and such like; the frythes 
betoken the springs and coppyses." Noble Art of 
Venerie. (Halliwell.) 

" Whersoever ye fall by fry", or by fell, 
My deer chylde take heed how Tristom dooth you tell, 
How many maner beestys of venery ther were," &c. 

Boke of SI. AllJam. 

Furlong, a division in an unenclosed or tenantry field. 
Many· fields after enclosure are thus called. 

Furnace. 

G. 

Garden. 
"The name of the grandson of Bocchoris, Tilgamus 

or Tilganus, signifies' garden child! The fable is, that 
the infant having been cast from the top of a tower, 
by the order of his unnatural grandfather, was caught 
in mid-air by an eagle, which safely deposited him in 
a garden." Salverte. 
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Garth, a yard, a little close behind a house, a warren, 
a churchyard; in fact, almost any small enclosure. Also 
a garden, as in the following quotation: 

"Tak a peny-weghte of garthe-cresse sede, and gyff 
hym, at ete, and gare hym after a draghte of gude rede 
wyne." -MS. Line. Med. f. 292. 

Garnett, a granary. 
Garrison. 
Gate, whence Agate, Gates, Bygate. Gate in Scot

land means a way or road . 

.. He folowed thame thorowe the woe!, 
AIle the gatia that they gode." 

MS. Lincoln, A. i, 17, f. 136. 

Gill, a small pebbly rivulet, a ravine or dell. 
Glyn (Celtic), a glen. 
Goole, a canal. 
Gore, a word used in old records to describe a narrow 

slip of ground. 
Grave, Graves, a grove; a cave. 
Grange, a large farm, kept in hand by a religious 

fraternity, with buildings and often a chapel attached. 
Grove, Groves. A foundling, now living at Tun

hridge, bears this name, from his having been exposed 
in the Grove at Tunbridge Wells. 

Green, Greene. 
Gravett, a little grove. 
Gurnall, a granary. (Scot.) 

Hall, a great house. 
Halliwell, a holy well. 

H. 

Haycock. Probably given to a foundling exposed in 
a hay-field. 

I. 4 
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Ham (A.-S.), a dwelling, whence home. In the 
West, a rich level pasture j in Sussex, a plot of land 
near water j sometimes a small triangular field or croft. 

Harhour, Havena. 
Hatch, a fioodgate j in Cornwall, a dam or mound j 

in forest districts, the gateways on the verge of a forest 
across a public road, as Cooper's Hatch, Mersham Hatch. 

Haugh (whence Hawes), How, a green plot in a 
valley j a hillock j fiat ground by a river. 

Hay, a hedge, an enclosure j in medieval Latin, a 
minor park or enclosure in the forests for taking deer, 
&c., is called a' Haia.' 

Haystack. 
Head, a foreland or promontory, as Beachy Head, 

St. Alban's Head. Several names derived from locali
ties are identical in sound and orthography with parts 
of the person, as Head, Back, Foot. 

Hedge, Hedges. There is a great disposition among 
the illiterate to pluralize their names, as Woods for 
Wood, Holms for Holme, Reeves for Reeve. 

Heath. 
Herne, a house (Bede). 
Hithe (A.-S. Hyd), a haven, a wharf. 
Hule, an old law term for as much land as can be 

cultivated with one plough. Sometimes a field j occa
sionally a common or unenclosed pasture, as Arlington 
Hide, in Sussex. 

Hill, Hull. From hill came' At the hill,' whence 
Thill. So also' NUl,' from Atten-hill, which, lest they 
should appear to be nonentities, some who bear it have 
changed to Knill! From the corresponding French 
term • Dumont' came our Dymond. 

Holme, Holmes, fiat land, a meadow surrounded with 
water j other islands, like those in the Bristol Channel. 
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Holt, a grove, or small forest (Halliw.); in" Sussex, 
invariably a small hanging wood, as Jevington Holt, 
Wilmington Holt, Box Holt; a grove of trees about a 
house (Howell); a peaked hill covered with wood 
(Brockett). Nolt = Atten-Holt . 

.. Ye that frequent the hilles, 
And highest BOLTES of all, 
Assist me with your skilful quilles, 
And listen when I call." 

7'ulJerf1ille'. Song. and Sonnet. (Percy Ant. Rei.) 

Hold, a fortress, a tenement. Holden is probably a 
corruption of' holding,' in the latter sense. 

Hope, a valley; a small field; a mountain dingle; 
Camden says, "the side of an hill." 

Hoo, How, Hoe (A.-S. 'How'), a high place, as the 
Hoe at Plymouth; a hill. 

HOUIIe. This seems a strange word to adopt as a 
name, since residence in a house was never so unusual a 
circumstance as to stamp any peculiarity upon a person 
or a family. John at" Tower and Roger at Church 
might well distinguish individuals from their neigh
bours, but William at House could scarcely be deemed 
a description at all. The same name occurs in other 
languages, as Las Casas in Spanish, Dellacasa in Italian . 

. It may here be remarked that the termination us or 
hus is a corruption of house, as-

Stonnus from Stonehouse, 
Woodus "W oodhouse, 
Dujfus "Dovehouse, 
Malthus "Malthouse, * 
Hoppus "Hophouse, 
Aldus and} " Alldia Ald- (i. e.) old-house. 

* Mme. D' Arblay's Mem. 
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Windus 
Loftus 
Bacchus 

ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

from 

" 
" 

Windhouse (7), 
Lofthouse, and 
Bakehouse or Backhouse. . 

This last corruption took place in the sixteenth cen
tury. In] 551, the benefice of Addington-Magna was 
presented to Christopher Backhouse, and only seventeen 
years subsequently, George Bacchus and others present 
the same living to another Christopher Bacchus, evi
dently a family connection of the former.* To this 
class may probably be referred such names as Tgas, 
Nyas, Dallas. 

Hole. In the south of England this word is fre
quently applied to a house occupying a low site, as 
• Hill' with some prefix is to one in an elevated situ
ation: sometimes both terms occur in immediate 
proximity to each other, as Burghill and Burghole, 
Thunder's Hill and Thunder's Hole, in Sussex. 

Hooke and Howke. This word occurs in various 
places as the name of a trivial locality, but I cannot 
ascertain its meaning. Atte Hooke, which is found in 
the Nome return, probably became' Tooke.' 

Holloway (the 'hollow-way'), a deep road between 
high banks. 

Holyoak, some oak which a superstitious legend had 
rendered famous. 

Hospital. I have not found -this word used as a 
surname, but Spital and Spittle, its contractions, are not 
uncommon. Ashpital is probably a provincial form of 
it; while Spittlehouse is a somewhat pleonastic word of 
the same import. 

Hunt, a chase, as Foxhunt in Sussex. 

* Vide Bridges' Northamptonshire, ii, 204. 
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Hurne, Horne, a corner. Johes in Ie Hnrne, that 
is, John in the Corner, occurs in the Nome, 1341. 
Chancer spells it heme : 

.. Lurking in heme. and in lanes blinie, 
Wherof these robboura and these theves by kinde 
Holden hir privee fereful residence." 

Hurst (A.-S.), a wood. 

lng, a meadow near a river. 
Inch, Ince, an island. 

Cha1llYMl,.Yemanne, Prot. 

Isle, an eminent family called De l'Isle, and after
wards Lisle, borrowed that name from the Isle of 
Wight; another family borrowed the same snrname 
from the Isle of Ely. 

K. 

Kay, a qnay; sometimes Key, and thence Atkey. 
Kirk, a church. 
Knapp ('Cnrep,' A.-S.), the top of a hill. "A hillocke 

or knap of a hill." Cotgrave. 
Knoll, whence Knowles, the top of a hill (' Cnoll,' 

A.-S.), a little round hill. 

L. 

Law, a hill or eminence (' Hlewe,' A .• S.) 
Lade (A.-S.), a passage for water, a drain. 
Land (v. Launde). 
Lane. 
Lath, a barn. 

Digitized by Google 



78 ENGUSH SURNAMES. 

Launde (whence belike Lowndes), a plain place in a 
wood, a lawn . 

.. Now is Gy to a launtle yogo 
Where the dragon duelled tho." Guy of Wartllicie, p. 262 . 

.. For to hunt at the hartes in thas hye lormde,." 
Morte Arillure. 

Lee, ugh, Lea, Leigh, Lye, various spellings of one 
and the same word, meaning a pasture. In names of 
British origin, Lie, a place. 

Lodge. 
Locke, a place where rivers meet with a partial ob-

struction from a wooden dam i or, Loch, a lake. 
Loppe, an uneven place. 
Lough, a lake. 
Lowe, a small round hill (A .• S. ' Lowe'), a tumulus or 

barrow. 
.. With oure sheep upon the lowe." Curlor Mundi. 

Sometimes it signifies a farm, otherwhile a grove. 
Lynn (Celtic), a pool. Some families so surnamed 

may derive from the town in Norfolk. 
Lynch, a small hanging wood or thicket, on the 

South Downs called a ' link i' a strip of sward between 
the ploughed lands in common fields. In Gloucester. 
shire, a hamlet. 

M. 

March, a boundary, as the Marches of Wales i a 
landmark. To march is to extend: so Sir John 
Maundevile : 

"Arabye durethe fro the endes of the reme of 
Caldee unto the last ende of Affryk, and marchethe to 
the lond of Y dumee!' 

Market. 
Marsh. 
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Mead, Meadow, Meadows, Mees. Syn. The French 
have Paquier, Pasquier, and Pasquet (which we have 
naturalized in Packet), meaning pasturage. 

Meer, Meeres, a lake, a shallow water (A.-S. ' Mere'); 
a boundary. 

Mill. Milne, and Mulne are antient orthographies. 
From the Fr. Des Moulins comes our Mullins. 

Minster (A.-S.) a monastery. 
More, Moore, Attemoore, Amoor, Amor.* 
Moss, a moor or boggy plain. 
Mote, Moate. 
Mouth, a haven. 
Mount. 
Mountain. This name once gave occasion to a pun, 

which would have been excellent had the allusion been 
made to any other book than the Holy Scriptures. Dr. 
Mountain, chaplain to Charles II, was asked one day 
by that monarch to whom he should present a certain 
bishopric, just then vacant. "If you had but faith, 
Sire," replied he, " I could tell you who." " How so," 
said Charles, "if I had but faith ?" " Why yes," said 
the witty cleric, "your majesty might then say to this 
MOUNTAIN' Be thou removed into that See.''' 

N. 

Narraway (narrow-way). 

o. 
Orchard. . A correspondent of the Gentleman's 

Magazine, Oct. 1820, suggests that such names as 

* A facetious correspondent of the Literary Gazette (B. A. Oxon, Sept. 
1842) says, he cannot pass 135, New Bond Street, without being reminded 
of the lOth Eclogue, " Omnia vincit amor;" • and he suggests a free trans
lation of the passage, viz.: "AfMf' is the best wine-merchant in London 1" 
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Townsend, Street, Churchyard, Stair, Barn, Lane, and 
Orchard, "originated with foundlings, and that they 
possibly pointed out the places where they were ex
posed,"-a plausible suggestion, had we not abundant 
evidence of their having been first given to persons 
from their residing, when masters of families, in or 
near to such places. . 

P. 

Park, Parkes (Celt. ' Pare'). 
Penn (Celt.), the top of a hill. 
Pende, an arch, generally one under which there is a 

roadway or passage. 
Peak. 
Pitt, Pitts. Referring to the remark above, I may 

mention that' surnames of this kind have, occasionally, 
been given to f~undlings, and that even in recent times. 
I perfectly recollect the grim visage of a surly septua
genarian named MOSES Pitt, who had been exposed in 
infancy in a marl-pit. ' "Nobody likea you," said thia 
crabbed piece of humanity, in a quarrel with a neigh
bour. "Nor you," replied the latter, "not even your 
mother." Moses was silent. 

Pinnock or Pennock, in Sussex, is the little frame
work above an archway over a stream, like that repre
sented in the engraving. 
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Pine, a pit (Bailey). 
Pin/old or Penfold, a pound for cattle or sheep. 

Thus, in the 'Two Gentlemen of Verona/-

"Proteus. Nay, in that you stray; 'twere best pound you. 
Speed. Nay, sir! less than a pound shall serve me for carrying your letter. 
Pro. You mistake; I mean the pound-a pinfold. 
Speed. From a pound to a pin,fold it over and over, 

'Tis threefold too little for CIlI'I')'ing a letter to your lover." 

Plaine. 
Plott, Platt, a little piece of ground; a field of even 

surface. 
Place, a mansion. 
Peel (Celtic' Pil'), primarily, perhaps, a pool; now, 

on the Scottish border, a moated fort. "Within my 
recollection," says the Rev. A. Hedley, "almost every 
old house in the dales of Rede and Tyne was what is 
called a peel-house, built for securing the inhabitants 
and their cattle in moss-trooping times."* 

Pell, a deep standing water. 
Pollard, a cropped tree. 
Poole, Pole. Shakspeare plays with the name of De 

la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, in Henry VI, Part II, where 
he makes the captain who seizes him at sea tell him 
that he is the pool or puddle-

" whose filth and dirt 
Troubles the silver spring where England drinks." 

Pont, a bridge. The kindred names Pontius, Ponto, 
Dupont, Da Ponte, &c., occur in most of the antient 
and modern languages of Europe. 

Playsted, Playstow, a place for sports; still found in 
many places. 

Port, a haven. 
Pond. 

* ArchleOlogia A:liana, i, p. 243. 
4§ 
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Pound. 
Prindle, a croft. 

Q. 
Quarry. 
Quarel, Quarll, a quarry. 

R. 

Rayne, Raynes, a bound or limit. 
Rick (whence Rix), a stack of hay or com. 
Ridge, Attridge. 
Rigg, a ridge. By dropping A from At Rigg we get 

Trigg and thence Triggs. 
Rill, a small stream. . John at the Rill would first 

become John Atterill, and afterwards John Trill • . How 
subtle are the clues that guide us in etymological in-
vestigations I . 

River, Rivers. 
Rock. In French, roche, whence our Roach. 
Ring, a circular enclosure for bull-baiting, &c. 
Roades} . 
R J ' corruptIons of road. 

oues, 
Rodd, Rode, Royd, an obsolete participle of I rid,' 

meaning a I ridding,' or forest grant. It sometimes 
occurs in the last form as an addition to the name of 
an early proprietor, or to the names of the trees cleared, 
as Ack-royd, Hol-royd, &c. 

Rowe, a street; in Scotland, a raw, whence Rawes. 
R088, a heath (Brit. I Rhos'), peat land, a morass; 

also a promontory. 
Rye, a bank or shore. Atte Rye became Try. 

Perhaps from the town of this name in Sussex. 

s. 
Sanctuary. This name may have been borne, pri. 
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marily, by a criminal who had t taken sanctuary' in 
some privileged place. 

Sale, Salea, a hall. 
II Sone they sembled in ,ale 

Bothe kynges and cardenale." 

Sand, whence Sanda and Sandya. 
Sea, originally At Sea. 
Shaw, a small wood or copse . 

.. In somer when the ,"awe. be aheyne, 
And leves be large and long, 

Hit is fulle mery in feyre foreste 

MS. LifIcolfa, A. i. 

To here the foulys song." MS. Cantall. Pl. v.4B. 

Shallow, a ford. 
Shank, the projecting point of a hill connecting it 

with the plain. 
Shiel, originally a temporary hut for shepherds, 

(q. d. t shield,' i. e. against wind and rain) ; afterwards 
applied to fixed habitations. 

Shore, the .sea-side.-In London, and in the West 
of England, this is the vulgar pronunciation of aewer. 

Sike (whence Sykea), a small rill, a spring, a wa
terfall. 

Skell, Ita well in the old Northern English." (Camd.) 
Slade. Mauy significations are attached to this word, 

viz., a valley, a ravine, a plain, a breadth of green land 
in plantations or ploughed fields, a small open hanging 
wood. 

II It had been better of William a Trent 
To have been abed with sorrowe, 

Than to be that day in the greenwood .lade, 
To meet with Little John's arrowe." Rollin Hood. 

II And how he climbeth up the bankis, 
And falleth into "adia depe." Gower. 

Slack, low ground, a gap or pass between two moun
tains or hills.-
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.. They took the gallows from the Black, 

They set it in the glen, 
They hang'd the proud shemr on that, 

Releasd their own three men." Ro6ita Hood. 

Slonk, a hollow place (A.-S. 'Slog'). Applied on the 
South Downs to the little branch valleys communicating 
with a combe. 

Slough. 
Spence, a yard or enclosure; a buttery. 
Spring, a well. 
Spire, Spires, a steeple. 
Steele, locus, a place. 
Strand, the sea-shore, or the bank of a river. 
Street. The French have De-la-Rue, the Italians 

Strada. Stonestreet, Stanistreet. 
Strood, Stroud, "the bank of a river, as some doe 

think." (Camd.) Baxter makes it 'Strawd;' that is, 
'Ys-trawd,' the lower traject. 

Stable. 
Stead (A.-S.), a farm-house and offices; a standing-

place. 
Steeple. 
Stile, Styles, 'W. atte Stighele! Sussex, 1296. 
Stock-of a tree, I suppose, though its adoption as 

a name is not easily accounted for. There are similar 
names elsewhere. Zouch and Curzon (Fr.), mean, re
spectively, the trunk of a tree and the stem of a vine. 

Stowe, Stoke, Slokes, a place. 
Stone, Steane. Given first to some one whose residence 

was near a Druidical, or other remarkable stone.* 

* Since the above was written, I find the following in M. de Gerville's 
Essay on Norman Names. .. Les pierres meme n'echappent pas It nos 
nomenclatures. Le nom de LA PIERRE, chez nous, remrmte parjoi8 IJ1I.Z' 

pierreB druidiqufB." 
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T. 

Temple. The preceptories of the knights-templars 
were often caUed 'temples.' Hence this name, as well 
as Templeman. 

Tern or Dern, a standing pool. 
Thorn, the tree, or perhaps 'Thurn,' a tower. 
Thorpe (A.-S.), a village. 
Thwaite, land reclaimed from a wood or forest; a 

rough marshy ground; a pasture. 
Toft, "a piece of ground where there hath been II. 

house." (Camd.) Halliwell says, "open ground; a 
piaiu; a hill." 

Tree, whence Attree, &c . 
. The following names of trees occur as surnames: 

Alder, Botc, I Hawthorne, Plumtree, 
Appletree, Cherry, Laurel, Sickelmore, 
Ashe, Chesnut, Maple, Thorn, 
Aspen, Crahtree, Oakes, Vine, 
Beech, Elmes, Peartree, Willows, 
Birch, Hazel, Pine, Wych; 

to which may be added Apps, a provincial name for the 
aspen, Lind, a lime-tree, and Holm, a holly or evergreen 
oak. The French have several names of the same 
kind, some of which have been introduced into England, 
as Coigners, a quince-tree, Cheyney, an oak .. 

Toll, a small grove of lofty trees. 
Torr, a tower, or rather a castle-like, though un cas

tellated, hill or crag. 
Tourelle (Fr.), a diminutive of tower; a turret. This 

appears to be the origin of our names,. Torell, Tourle, &c., 
though most families of these names bear canting arms 
of bulls' heads, allusive to 'taureau,' a bull. 
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Tower, To'Wer8. 
Town. 
Townsend, Townshend. At the end of the town, 

, Atte Tunishend.' 
Tune (A.-S.), an enclosure. 
Trench. 
Twitten is a Sussex provincialism for a narrow alley 

or entry. ' Ascelota atte Twytene' occurs in that county 
in 1296. 

v. 
Vale. The French have Duval, Dellavalle, &c. 
Vennell, a gutter~ a sink (Halliw.) Venella, accord

ing to Du Cange, is viculus, angiportus, via strictior, 
more properly speaking, a passage or alley that had a 
gate annexed. * 

Venable8. This name appears to be a slight modi
fication of the Fr. vignoble8, vineyards. 

w. 

Wade, a meadow; a ford. 
Wall, Walls. 
Wake or Werk, some work or building. 
Warren, a colony of rabbits. This is also a Nonnan 

local name. 
Water, Water8; also Attwater and Bywater. 
Way. 
Weir. In Scotland there is a family called Dur-

hamweir. 
Weller (A.-S. 'Wellere'), a hollow or gulf (sinus.) 
Wells. 'At Well' became Twell. 
Wick (whence Wick8 and W~), a hold or place of 

* Gent. Mag., March, 1830. 
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defence; Halliwell says, t a bay, small port, or village 
on the side of a river. 

Wold, a hill destitute of wood. 
Wood (Woods, Attwood, Bywood, Underwood, Ne. 

therwood.) 
. Worth.' Who shall decide when etymologists dis

agree? No less than six origins have been found for 
this little word, which has been made to stand for a pos
session, a court, a farm, a place, a fort, and an islandl 
A very worthey subject for the etymologist.· 

Whitaker. To this word Bailey assigns this some
what unintelligible definition: tiThe north-east part of 
a fiat or shore; the middle ground." Qu. white-acre? 

Wyche, a salt work, a salt spring. 

Y. 

Yarde. 
Yale, Yates, old word for gate. 

Before leaving this subject I must observe-what the 
reader will probably have noted-that many of these 
names of locality bear very different acceptations in 
different districts. In proof of this remark I will cite 
a short passage from the late Dr. Hamilton's (miscalled) 
ct NUll(/! Literarire."t After expatiating upon the 
copiousness of the English language, the author says: 

tiThe Saxon, which is the foundation of our language, 
often presented a great discrimination, and this is proved 
in the names which it gave to places. Combe, is a valley, 
or rather gorge, between two hills, ana where there is 

* The family of 'names ending in .witll, as Beckwitll, Skipwitll, Stmd· 
witll, &c., probably corrupt that syllable from wortll •. 

t On Correlates and Synonyms, p. 390. 
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a wood. Clough, is a wooded valley, or rather hollow, 
by the road-side. Slack, is a valley stretching beneath 
a precipitous range. Firth, is a very retired, Shaw, is 
a well-wooded, glen.. Den, is a valley that is very deep. 
Here, with the appearances of synonyms, are real dis
tinctions. Once more: Hope, is a small stream; 
Thwaite, a rivulet; Fleet, an restuary; Goal, a canal; 
Wath, a ford; Burn, a ruune]; Hithe, a lauding-place; 
Sike, a waterfall; Holm, contiguity to water. Much 
circumlocution would be required to express these shades 
of meaning in any other tongue. A third series may 
be arranged: Holt, a hill; Fell, a wild upland; Wold, an 
undulating country; Knoll, a small but sudden rise; 
Ness, a head-land overhanging the sea, or a mountain 
near it." 

Dr. Hamilton's field of observation is Yorkshire,
but t\e topographical terms there extant apply in other 
districts to places of a materially different character. • 
For example, in Sussex, many of the Combes, with 
which the county abounds, have no wood near them. 
Out of Yorkshire, a Firth is ofteu a water rather than 
a 'retired glen;' and in the south of England a 'glen' 
is not a necessary feature in the Shaw. In many places 
a Hope is anything but a 'stream,' and a Thwaite any
thing but a 'rivulet! The same remark applies, in a 
more limited sense, to several other expressions in the 
passage. 

From these trivial topographical words, and many 
others of a similar kind which must have escaped our 
notice, did numbers of our ancestors borrow their family 
names; short, 1Uld generally monosyllabic, they were 
well suited to the plaiu, hardy, Anglo-Saxon race who 
assumed them; and well adapted to distinguish that race 
from their Norman oppressors: a distinction now happily 
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merged, so that we cannot say with an antient poet 
of ours-

" ®f ~t j!ormans bt~ ~tSt I)igl) mtnnt, ~at be of ~ps 10 Ilb , 
!!nb ~t lowt mennt of liaxolls."--

Some names of this class had the termination ER or 
MAN attached to them:, thus 

. From BECK \Vas formed Beckman. 
BOURNE 

" 
Bourner. 

BRIDGE 
" 

Bridger and Bridgman. 
BROOK 

" 
Brooker. 

CASTLE 
" 

Castleman. 
CROUCH 

" 
Croucher and Crouchman. 

CHURCH 
" 

Churcker and Churchman. 
DEAN 

" 
Denman. 

FENNE 
" 

Fenner. 
FIELD 

" 
Fielder. 

FURLONG 
" 

Furlonger. 
GROVE 

" 
Grover. 

HEATH 
" 

Heather and Hother. 
HOLT 

" 
Holter and Holtman. 

HOLD 
" 

Holder. 
HOPE 

" 
Hoper. 

KIRK 
" 

Kirkman. 
KNAP 

" 
Knapper. 

LAKE 
" 

Laker and Lakeman. 
LOWE 

" 
Lower (?) 

MARSH 
" 

Marshman. 
MOOR 

" 
Moorman. 

PLAIN 
" 

Plainer. 
PARK 

" 
Parkman. 

PIT 
" 

Pittman. 
POND 

" 
Ponder 
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}'rom RAYNE was formed Rayner. 
RIDGE 

" 
Ridger and Ridgman. 

Ross 
" 

Rosser. 
RYE 

" 
Ryman. 

SLADE 
" 

Slader. 
STREET 

" 
Streeter. 

STILE 
" 

Styleman. 
STOCK 

" 
Slacker. 

STONE 
" 

Stoner. 
TOLL 

" 
Toller. 

TOWN 
" 

Towner. 
WYCH 

" 
Wicker or Witcher .. 

Of the very picturesque name Crosweller I do not 
know the origin, unless it has been derived from the 
residence of the first bearer, near such a spot as that 
described in Marmion-

" A little fountain-cell, 
Where water, clear as diamond spark, 

In a stone bason fell. 
Above, some half-worn letters say-

• J)rink • blearp . pilgrim; lJrink • &- • pra)? . 
.:tror. tf)e • kinlJ .lSoul . of • jlpbil . 6up • 
'Ella. built. tlJilS. €ll.®&jI. anlJ. _1£1.1..'" 

Wells of reputed sanctity were often ornamented with 
an image of the patron saint, and with a cross. The 
primitive Crosweller may have been the custodian of 
such a sacred fountain. 

Several other names similarly formed are referable 
to occupations, and will therefore be enumerated in a 
future chapter; such are Miller, Parker, Forester, &c. 

Before leaving Local Surnames, I must mention such 
as are derived from apartments in houses, and which 
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were, most likely, first given to menial servants who 
served in the respective rooms. Like the foregoing, 
they generally occur in old records in the form of John 
i'the Kitchen, William atte Cltamber, &c. Jorden de 
la Seke.strie (sextry), and Ricard. diet' atte Parlour, 
occur in the fourteenth century among the records of 
Lewes Priory: J. atte Lote (loft,) in a subsidy roll of 
1296. Besides these we have Garret, * Butten}, and 
Stai'r, and Camden says Sellar, which I have never seen. 
Chalmers is the Scottish form of Chambers; and Hall is 
otherwise accounted for. (p. 73.) Drawbridge was 
probably given to the porter of some old mosted man
sion, and Cullis may be an abbreviation of Port-cullis. 
To these may be added Chimney. 

Thus, gentle reader, I have, in humble sort, set forth 
the origin, antiquity, and varieties of that branch of our 
family nomenclature borrowed from the names of places, 
and if thou hast found aught of gratification in my lucu
brations I am satisfied: if not, close the book; thy taste 
and mine concur not. I quarrel not with thee, and I 
trust that thou wilt exercise like forbearance with me, 
recollecting that-CCDe gustibus non disputandum est," 
-CCand soe I bid thee right heartilie farewel." 

* A facetious correspondent suggests that ' Garret' may be a translation 
of Atticus! 
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NOTE TO CHAPTER V. 

In the illustration of Local Surnames in the fore
going chapter, I have confined myself to a few examples, 
unwilling to encumber my pages, as I might have done, 
with many thousands of names taken from the towns, 
villages, and hamlets of England. No reader would 
thank me for presenting him with a transcript of the 
Villare Anglicanum, which must have been the case had 
1. achieved the laborious task of collecting a list of all 
the local surnames extant . 

. When the name of a family coincides with that of a 
place, it will be safe, as a general rule, to conclude that 
the surname was borrowed from the locality, and a 
reference to a topographical dictionary of England will 
solve many a problem in regard to family nomenclature .. 
It may not be amiss, however, to furnish a few ob
servations to enable the general reader to trace the 
origin of many names of this class. 

It will be necessary to premise, that as Britain has 
been successively occupied by various races of people, so 
each race has stamped upon its localities proper names 
borrowed from its own language. Hence the existing 
local nomenclature, though derived for the most part 
from the Anglo-Saxon or primitive English tribes, com
prises a few words from other sources, Celtic, Roman, 
Danish, and French. I speak, of course, of England, 
for Wales and the Highlands of Scotland borrow most 
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of their names from the Celtic tongue, and with these 
we have very little to. do. 

The earliest and most obvious mode of naming places, 
is the conferring upon them of appellations answering 
to their nature and situation in the language of the 
respective occupants. J n the CELTIC dialects, for in
stance, Glynde means a vale, Comb (cwm) a deep valley, 
and Cahurn (caer-bryn) a fortified hill. All these occur 
in Sussex. In the LATIN, CaBtrum is a fortified station: 
this word, corrupted by the Saxons to ' ceaster' or 
C chester,' is common as a termination to many English 
towns. In the ANGLO-SAXON, Ley and Tun mean a 
field and an enclosure. In FRENCH, MalfoBBe stands 
for a dangerous ravine, and Beaulieu for a pleasant 
situation. 

Sometimes the name of a place describes its situation, 
or some peculiarity, in a word or phrase taken from the 
existing language, as Hull (hill) Poole, * Newhaven, 
Newcastle, Bishop's Stoke. 

Another, but a very limited, number of places, bear 
llames derived from some transaction which has occurred 
in them. Battel in Sussex is an eminent example of 
this species. Lichfield, 'the field of corses,' is another, 

• Some places bear the names of antient possessors, as· 
A:lfriches-tune, now Alfriston, (Clappa-ham, now Clap
ham, Cissan-ceaster, now Chichester; literally,'A:lfrick's 
enclosure, ... Clappa's home, and Cissa's fortress.· So like-

* M. de Gerville obse"es, tbat most of the original names of places in 
Normandy are simply words of description, II often signifying merely rivers, 
mountains, or rocks, without addition; for example, Vire, the name of a 
town, and Ver, that of two communes, in Lower Normandy, mean' river,' 
or the' water side;' Abrant, the antient name of Avranches, means nothing 
else but the embouchure of a river, from' Aber,' mouth, and 'ant,' 
river." 
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wise in Normandy, Foucarville, Barneville, the town or 
residence of Fulcard, of Bernard, &c. 

'Many take their designations from the rivers on 
which they stand, as Exeter, on the Exe, Plymouth, on 
the Plym, Yarmouth, on the Yare, Cambridge, on the 
Cam, Axminster, on the Axe. One very unimportant 
little river in Dorsetshire called the Piddle gives names 
to the following parishes in its course, viz., Piddle
trenthide, Piddlehinton, Piddletown, Tolpiddle, Alf
piddle, and Turner's Piddle .. 

The names affixed to places by the Anglo-Saxons are 
in general very descriptive, a circumstance which enables 
a person tolerably acquainted with their noble language 
to arrive at an accurate idea of their situation, or of 
some principal feature. 

'fhe noun which denotes a locality is often combined 
with an epithet descriptive of some circumstance, quality, 
or natural production of the place. For instance,~nnu
merable places, on their first colonization by the Anglo
Saxons, received the generic name of tun, signifying an· 
enclosure, or what the Americans would call a 'location.' 
If such a place had a clayey soil it would become 
Clayton; if it had been previously unoccupied it would 
be Newton; if it lay in a level, meadow country, it 
would be Leighton; if it occupied an eminence it would 
be Hilton. In like manner a thorp, or village, would 
be styled Aldthorpe, Newthorpe, or Highthorpe; accord
ing to the attribute of antiquity, recency, or loftiness of 
situation, proper to it. Again, Stanley would describe 
a stony field; Horsley, a field or district noted for 
horses; Ashley, a field favourable for the growth of 
ash-trees. 
. The animal kingdom frequently furnishes the de

scription, thus;-
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QUADRUPEDS. -

. The Ox. Oxley, Oxenden, Oxenham. 
Horse. Horsley, Horsfield, Horsebridge. * 
Cow. Cowley, Cowfold, Cowden. 
Sheep. Shipley, Shepscombe, Shepton. 
Ram. Ramsey, Ramslie, Ramscombe. 
Hare. Haredean, Hareford, Harewood. 
Goat. Goatley, Gotham. 
Lamb. Lambton, Lamporte, Lambley. 
Forr:. Foxhunt, Foxley, Foxcote. 
Boar. Boreham, Boresley, Boarswood. 
Hart. Hartford, Harthill, Hartfield. 
Deer. Dereham, Deerhurst. 

95 

Brock (a badger.) Brockesley, Broxbourne. 

BIRDS. 

Bird. Birdbrook, Birdham, Birdsall. 
Swan. Swanscombe, t Swanbourne. 
Eagle. Eaglesfield, Eglesham, Eaglescliffe. 
Ern (A.-S. for eagle.) Ernley, Earnsford. 
Crow. Crowham, Crawley, Crowhurst. 
Rook. Rokewood, Rookwith, Rookhurst. 
Raven. Ravensdale, Ravenscroft, Ravensden. 
Finch. Finchley, ]'incham, Finchllean. 
Hawk. Hawkhurst; Hawkesborough. 
Goose (A.-S.' gos.') Gosfield, Gosden, Gosford. 

... While satisfied with the accuracy of the principle of these derivations, 
I am probably in error in particular instances; for example, the first sylla. 
ble of this name, Horsebridge, may be the A •• S. 'hurst,' a wood, rather 
than the quadruped. 

t This however may be Suane's combe, from Suane or Sweyn, an early 
proprietor. 
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. Many names of places are compounded of one or 
other of the generic terms alluded to, with a specific 
word derived from the vegetable kingdom, as:-

Oak. Oakley, Ockham,Ockwood. 
Ac (A.-S. for oak.) Acton, Acland, Ackworth. 
Beech. Beechland, Coldbeche, Holbeche. . 
Buch (A.-S. for b~ech.) Buckingham, Buxted. 
Botc. Boxhill, BoXley, Boxgrove. 
Ash. Ashley, Ashcombe, Ashburnham. 
Elm. Elmingley, Elmgrove. 
Thorn. Thornhill, Thornton, Thornham. 
Willow. Willoughby, Willowshed. 
Alder. Aldershaw, Alderton. 
Pine. Pinehurst, Pinewell. 
Birch. Bircham, Birchensty. 
Hazel. Haselgrove, Haslewood, Hazelden. 
Holm. Holmwood, Holmbush, Holmstye. 
Maple. Maplested, Maplesden, Mapledurham. 
Heath. Heathfield, Heathcote, Hetherington. 
Broom. Bromley, Bromfield, Bromsgrove . 

. To enumerate the principal elements of names of 
places would be little more than to repeat the topo
graphical terms defined in the latter portion of the 
foregoing chapter, the majority of which not only stand 
as names of places (and, consequently, as we haye seen, 
as surnames), but are likewise used in composition with 
otber words. . To show in what a variety of connections 
a single word of this class is found in the formation of 
place.names, I subjoin a list of those in which STONE is 
a component syllable . 

. STONE, Stondon, Stonebeck, Stonegrave, Stoneham, 
Stonehouse, Stoneleigh, Stonesby, Stonesfield, Stonllam, 
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Stonton. The Anglo-Saxon orthography is STAN, 
whence Stanage, Stanborough, Stancil, Stanbridge, 
Standewick, Stanford, Stanground, Standish, Stanlake, 
Stanfield, Stanhoe, Stanhope, Stanion,Stanley, Stanlow, 
Stanmer, Stanmore, Stanney, Stanningfield, Stanning
ton, Stansfield, Stansted, Stanthorne, Stanton, Stanway, 
Stanwell, Stanwich, Stanwix. The old English pro
nunciation was STANE, whence Staines, Steyning, 
Stainborough, Stainburn, Stainly, Staincliff, Staincross, 
Staindross, Stainfield, Stainforth, Stainland, Stainley, 
Stainmore, Stainton.· 

Here are upwards of fifty parishes, or larger districts 
(as hundreds, &c.), having stone in some one of its forms, 
for their initial syllable; and the number might easily 
be increased twentyfold, were all those places adduced 
which have it in the middle or as a termination. 

I. 5 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OF SURNAMES DERIVED FROM OCCUPATIONS AND PURSUITS. 

" It is not to be doubted but their ancestoR have lint gotten them by 
using trades, and the children of such parents being contented to take 
them upon them, after-coming posterity could hardly avoid ihem."
VBBSTEGAN. 

w;;!!i!!~;;;~FTE R these locall names," saith Master 
Camden, "the most in number have 
been derived from Occupations or Pro
fessions;" for which reason I purpose 
to make these the subject of my Sixth 

Chapter. And as some perplexity might arise in mar
shalling the various Surnames according to right rules 
of precedence, I shall consider it no small advantage to 
fol1ow so skilful a herald as Mr. Clarencieux ~hrough
out these pages. * 

The practice of borrowing names from the various 
avocations of life is of high antiquity. . Thus the 
Romans had among them many persons, and those too 

* Since the above pangraph was written, I have been partly induced to 
believe that the surnames 'derived from individual, fore, or, as they are 
improperly called, Chri8tian names, are more numerous than those which 
form the topic of the present chapter. Be this as it may, I have not 
thought it worth while to disarrange the method adopted in my previous 
editions. M. de Gerville asserts that • Le Christianisme a introduit la 
moiti€ de nos noms de famille,' but, ? 
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of the highest rank, wbo bore such names as Figulus, 
Pictor, Fabricius, Scribonius, Salinator, Agricola, &c., 
answering to the Potter8, Paynter8, &c. of our own 
times. These names became hereditary, next in order 
after the local names, about the eleventh and 'twelfth 
centuries. Cocus, Dapifer, &c., we have already seen 
were borne by men of high rank soon after the Con
quest. There was, as Camden observes, no employ
ment that did not give its designation to one, or to 
many families. As local names generally had the prefix 
DE or AT, so these frequently had LE, as Stephen Ie 
Spicer, Walter Ie Boucher, John Ie Bakere, &c., in the 
records of the twelfth and two subsequent centuries.* 

Pre-eminent in this family of Surnames, and afford
ing wellnigh matter enough for a separate dissertation, 
stands Smith, unquestionably the commonest Surname 
in use. Verstegan asks-

~'From whence comes SMITH, all be he Knight or Squire, 
But from the Smith that forget" at the fire?" • 

-but the antiquary should have been aware that the 
radix of this term is the Anglo-Saxon t smitan,' to 
smite, and that it was therefore originally applied not 

* In the 'Chronicon Monasterii de Bello' is a list, drawn up about the 
year 1080, of the inhabitants of the then recently-built town of Battel. 
-Here the tradesmen are entered only with their baptismal names, and the 
designations of their respective employments, as . • • 'Goduini coci' • • 
• A:dvardi purgatoris' •• 'Rotberti molendinarii,' •• 'Lamberti sutons.' 
These are mere descriptions-not surnames. In the course, however, of 
100 or 150 years from that date, in the records of the same establishment, 
we meet with Surnames borrowed from trades written with capital initial 
letters, and either with the prefix' Le,' or without it, as in modern times, 
as Le Plomer, Le Corduainer, Le Vanner (basket-maker); Sanator (phy
sician), Pessoner (fishmonger), 7'eyntner (dyer), Bottoner (hutron-maker?), 
and Panetier (a server of bread). 
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merely to the Cyclopean fraternity, but also to wheel
wrights, carpenters, masons, and smiters* in general. 
It was in fact precisely among our ancestors what 
• faber' was among the Romans-any smith, forger, 
hammerer, maker, or mechanical workman. Otherwise 
it would be difficult to account for the great frequency 
of the name.' 

The prevalency of this Surname, common alike to 
country and to town, to the North, the South, the 
East, the West, to peer and to plebeian, to the Old 
World and the New, has given rise to a host of jokes 
and witticisms, good, bad, and indifferent, Some of 
these Smithiana, rescued from the ephemeral columns 
of the newspaper, may not be undeserving of a place in 
our more permanent page. 

John SMITH is, par excellence, the binominal designa
tion most obnoxious to these sallies. Can any reader's 
knowledge of his species be so limited as that he can
not immediately call to mind at least half a dozen 
individuals bearing it? " We remember," says the 
editor of the Literary Gazette, "a bet laid and won, 
that a John Smith had been condemned either to death 
or transportation at every Old Bailey session during 
(we forget) two or three years I" Smith, without some 
rather unusual forename, is scarcely sufficient to identify 
a person j and John being perhaps the commonest of 
Christian names, John Smith may safely be pronounced 
no name at all. What then shall we say of the coun-

• The word occurs in the Saxon Chronicle in a warlike sense: 
.. Angles and Saxons 

came to land, 
o'er the broad seaa, 
Britain sought j 
Mighty WAR·SMITHS 
the Welsh o'ercame!" 
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tryman who directed a letter, "For Mr. John Smith 
at London,-with spead!" A missive addressed to 
Prester-J ohn or the Man in the Moon would have been 
almost as likely to arrive at its destination. " Might 
your name be John Smith 7" asked an inquisitive New 
Englander of a stranger. "Well, yes, it might," was the 
reply, "but it aint by a long chalk !" , Robson's Com
mercial Directory,' for 1839, comprises a catalogue of 
no less than nine hundred and sixty-seven traders, in 
London only, bearing this ubiquitous surname, consi
derably more than one hundred of whom are Johns! 
It is clear therefore that the wag who got too late to a 
crowded theatre, could not have adopted a better stra
tagem for obtaining a seat than .that of shouting at the 
top of his voice, "Mr. Smith's house is on fire I" He 
well knew that the audience would at once undergo a 
discount of some three or four per cent. A late 
number of the Boston Post states that "in March last 
there was to have been a great meeting of Smiths on 
BostOIl Common, to ascertain what branch of the 
family fell heir to a certain property in England-but 
the meeting was acljourned, as the common was found 
inadequate to the accommodation of the large number 
of the name anxious to attend!" Perhaps the best 
piece of humour relating to this name is that which 
appeared some years since in the newspapers, under 
the title of 

"THE SMITHS. 

" Some very learned disquisitions are just now going 
on among the American journals touching the origin 
and extraordinary extension of the family of 'the 
Smiths.' Industrious explorers after derivatives and 
nominal roots, they say, would find in the name of 
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John Smith a world of mystery; and a philologist in 
the Providence Journal, after having written some 
thirty columns for the enlightenment of the public 
thereanent, has thrown down his pen and declared the 
subject exhaustless. From what h88 hitherto been 
discovered, it appeB.l'8 that the great and formidable 
family of the Smiths are the veritable descendants in a 
direct line from Shem, the son of Noah, the father of 
the Shemitish tribe. or the tribe of Shem: and it is 
thus derived-Shem, Shemit, Shmit, Smith. Another 
learned pundit, in the Philadelphia Gazette, contends 
for the universality of the name John Smith-not only 
in Great Britain a.nd America, but among all kindreds 
and nations on the face of the earth. Beginning with 
the Hebrew, he says the Hebrews had no Christian 
names, consequently they had no Johns, and in Hebrew 
the name stood simply Shem or Shemit; but in the 
other nations the John Smith is found at full, one and 
indivisible. Thus: Latin, Johannes Smithius; Italian, 
Giovanni Smithi; Spanish, Juan Smithas j Dutch, Hans 
Schmidt; French, Jean Smeets j Greek, Ion Skmiton; 
Russian, J onloft' Skmittowski; Polish, Ivan Schmitti
wciski; Chinese, Jahon Shimmit; Icelandic, Jahne 
Smithson ; Welsh, Iihon Schmidd; Tuscarora, Ton Qa 
Smittia; Mexican, J ontli PSmitli. And then, to 
prove the antiquity of the name, the same savant ob
serves that 'among the cartouches, deciphered by 
Rosselini, on the temple of Osiris, in Egypt, was found 
the name of Pharaoh Smithosis. being the 9th in the 
18th dynasty of the Theban kings. He was the founder 
of the celebrated temple of Smithopolis Magna! We 
heartily congratulate the respectable multitude of the 
Smiths on these profound researches: researches which 
bid fair to explode the generally received opinion that 
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the great family of the Smitka were the descendants of 
mere horse-shoers and hammer-men I" 

The following piece of banter, in the same style, is 
from a newspaper paragraph of July, 1842: ct By a 
chain of reasoning not less logical and conclusive than 
that which enabled Horne Tooke to establish the ety
mological deduction of the word gerkin from King 
Jeremiah, Sir Edward Bulwer proves, in his beautiful 
prose-poem of 'Zanoni,' that the common surname of 
Smith which I had hitherto supposed to have been pro
fessionally derived from Tubal-Cain, or from the family 
of the Fabricii, so celebrated in Roman history, owes 
its origin, in point of fact, to the term 'Smintheus,' a 
title beste-wed upon the Phrygian Apollo 1 Sir Edward, 
following the scholiast upon Homer, assigns the name 
to one of the god's high priests: but Strabo assures us 
that it was bestowed upon the deity himself, in conse
quence of his having destroyed an immense number of 
~,."v6n', 01' rats, with which the country was infested!' 

SMITH is probably of more frequent use as an alias 
than any other name whatever. A couple of historical 
instances may be cited. At the beginning of the 
reign of Henry IV, the head of the great family of 
Carrington, a partisan of Richard II, forsook his pa
ternal estate, and became a John Smith j and when the 
quondam King of the French, Louis Philippe, abdicated 
his throne and fled for his life, he assumed the alias of 
Mr. William Smith I 

Some of the most unusual, as well as others of the 
most ordinary, Surnames, are compounds of Smith. 
It is rather curious, that although the appellations of 
the blacksmith and the whitesmith, both very common 
avocations, do not occur as Surnames, that of Broum
smith, an obsolete calling, does. The brownsmith of 
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five centuries since must have been a person of some 
consideration, when the far-famed brown-bills of our 
warlike ancestors struck terror into the hearts of their 
enemies. Nasmyth is probably a corruption of 'nail
smith.' The Spearsmiths and Shoesmiills were respec
tively makers of spears and of horseshoes. Knyfesmyth, 
a name occurring in some records of the county of 
Derby, explains itself. Goldsmiths are numerous every
where. Arrowsmith is not uncommon, but it must 
not be confounded with Arsmith, meaning in Anglo
Saxon, a brazier, from 'ar,' brass. Bucksmith is 
doubtless a corruption of < bucklesmith! 

" Brydel bytters, blacke.smythes, and ferrars, 
Bokell-smythes, borse leches and gold beters." 

Cocke LoreUe'. Bole. 

In the north of England a sock means a plough
share; hence 'socksmith,' ludicrously corrupted to 
Sucksmith and Si:csmitlts! I may further remark that 
Smith in Gaelic is Gow: hence M'Gowan is Smithson. 
The Gows were once as numerous in Scotland as the 
Smiths in England, and would be so at this time had 
not many of them, at a very recent date, translated 
the name to Smith. 
. But leaving the Smiths and their relatives, let us. 

notice the long list of English Surnames derived from 
other trades and professions. We have then the 
Masons and Carpenters, the Bakers and Butchers, the 
Braziers and Ironmongers, the Bu'iers and Taverners, 
the Carters and Wagners,* the Sadlers and Girdlers, 
the Tylers and Slaters, the Cartwrigkts and Plow
rights, the Wainwrights and Sievewrights, the Colemans 
and Woodyers, the Boxers and Siveyers, the Taylors 

* This is from the German: it is equivalent, however, to our' waggoner.' 
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and Drapers, the Plowmans and Thatchers,* the Far
mers and Shepherds, the Cappers and Shoewrights, the 
Chapmanat and Grocers, the Cowpers or Coopers, the 
Browkers or Brokers, the Cutlers and Ironmongers, 
the Wheelers and Millers, the Tanners and Glovers, 
the Oxlad8 and Steermana, the Wrights and Joiners, 
the Salters and Spicers, the Grinders and Boulters, 
the Poets and Prophets. the Hedgers and Ditchers, the 
Stayners and Gilders, the Moulders and Callenders, 
the Miners and Mariners, the Spaders and Harrowers. 
the Thrashers and Mowers, the Pursers and Banckers, 
the Posts and Messengers. the Ensigna and Sargents. 
the Beemana and HOnet/mana, the Pilots and Caulkers, 
the Copperwrights and Staplers, the Drivers and 
Drovers. the Milliners and Collarmakers. the Bellmana 
and Paviours, the Trappers and Ginmana, the Lawyers 
and Barristers. the Scholars and Preachers, the 
Jugglers and Praters, the Stonecutters and Day
lahorers. the Stalkers and Challengers, the Talkers 
and Laughers, the AshbuTners and Muatardmakers. the 
Bards and Rhymers, the Gardeners and Toilers, the 
Cardmakers and Bookers, the Armorers and Furhishers, 
the Shipwrights and Goodwrights, the Marchants and 
Brewers. the Pipers and Vidlers, the Horners and 
Drummers, the Bellringers and Hornblowers. the Mar
ketmana and Fairmana, the Cooks and Porters, the 
Hosiers and Weavers, the Caterers and Cheesemana, 
the Colliers and Sawyers. the Turners and Naylors, 
(nail-makers,) the Potters and Potmana, the Hoopers 

* Thacker, and the German Decker, and Dutch Dekker, have the same 
meaning. 

t II Chapman was formerly a seller, a cheap-man, from • chepe,' a 
market, and it is still used in this sense legally, as when we say' dealer 
and chapman: "-Knight', Shakapere. 
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and Hookers, the Portmans and Ferrimans, the Poti
carys and Farriers, the Sellers and Salemans, the Fire
mans and Watermans, the Plummers and Glaisyers, 
the Alemans and Barleymans, the Skinners and Woolers, 
the Paynters and Dyers, the Mercers and Bucklers, the 
Workmans and Pedlars, the Boardmans and Inmam, 
the Chandlers and Pressmans, the Fiddlers and Players, 
the Rhymers and Readers, the Oastlers and Tappers, 
the Whiters and Blackers, the Grooms and Stallmans, 
the Ropers and Corders, the Twiners and Stringers, 
the Leadbeaters and Stonehewers, to which may be 
added from the Nona Rolls-whether extinct or not I 
cannot say, the Quarreours, the Swepers, the Water
leders, the Lymberners and the Candlemakers .. 

A very great number of words obsolete in our lan
guage, or borrowed from other languages, and there
fore unintelligible to all but philologists and antiqua
ries, are retained in surnames, which thus furnish the 
etymologist with many an agreeable reminiscence of 
the pursuits and manners of our ancestors. Thus 

. Sutor,* is the L,!tin, Old English, and Saxon (sutere) 
for shoemaker; Latimer is a writer of Latin, or as 
Camden has it "an interpretour." Chaucer, like 
Sutor, signifies a member of the gentle craft.· Leech, 
the Anglo-Saxon (lrece) for physician, is still partially 
retained in some parts of the country in " cow-leech," 
a business usually connected with that of the farrier. 
Henry the First, according to Robert of Gloucester, 

" ---'Eme'lJ of a Iamprtpe UI tlt, 
JSut ~i~ J..tc~t~ ~im btrbtllt, bar vt lua~ a febIt mtte." 

* The native of Lancashire and the lover of Scottish song will under. 
stand the meaning of this term without my aid. . Soutar, Sowter, Shuler, 
and Suter are only variations of the same name .. 
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Thwaytes, according to Verstegan, means a feller of 
wood, an etymology supported by the A.-S. verb 
t thweotan,' to cut, exscindere. Barker is synonymous 
with Tanner. In the dialogue between King Edward 
the Fourth and the Tanner of Tamworth, in Percy's 
Reliques, we have the following lines: 

" What craftsman art thou, aaid the King, 
I pray thee telle me trowe ? 
I am a Barker, Sir, by my trade, 
Now tell me, what art thou?" 

·Jenner is an old form. of joiner, Bowcher of butcher, 
and Milner of miller. A Lorimer is a maker of bits 
for bridles, spurs, &c; There is or was a "Lorimers' 
Company" in London. . An Arkwright was in old 
times a maker of meal-chests, an article found in every 
house when families dressed their own flour,' Furner 
is an anglicised form of Fournier (French), a man 
who keeps an oven or four, a baker, (a baker is still 
called a fourner in some. parts of Kent) ; . Lavender of 
Lavandier, a washerman; (Launder and Lander are 
further contractions of the same word)'; and Pullinger 
of Boulanger a baker. A Pargiter is a plasterer: the 
terms t pargetting' and t parge-work' are of common 
use in medieval documents in the sense of ornamental 
plastering: 

tc Some men wyll have their wallys plastered, some 
pergetted aud whytlymed, some roughecaste." 

Hormani ru/garia fJUlJted in GloB,. of Architect,.,e. 

A Dawher is also a pIll.Sterer, but probably for a 
plainer part of the trade. A' wimple' was a kind of 
tippet or kerchief for the neck and shoulders of four
teenth-century ladies; hence Wympler. Wehhe, Webber, 
(and Weber from the German,) are equivalent to 
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weaver; a Sayer is an assayer of metals; Tucker, a 
fuller j and Shearman one who shears worsteds, fustians, 
&c.-an employment formerly known at Norwich by 
the designation of "shermancraft ;"* Banister is the 
keeper of a bath j a Pointer was a maker of tc points," 
an obsolete article of dress; and a Pilcher a maker of 
pilches, a warm kind of upper garment, the great-coat 
of the fourteenth century; hence Chaucer: 

II After gret hete cometh cold, 
No man cast his pylch away."t 

Kidder and Kidman are obsolete words for huxter, 
(Goth, "kyta," to deal, hawk), Hellier for tyler, slater, 
or thatcher, (A.-S. helan,) and Crowther (and qrowder) 
for one who plays upon the crowd, an antient stringed 
instrument, the prototype of the modern violin, called 
in Welsh crwth, and in Irish cruit. Spenser, in his 
Epithalamion, has 

II The pipe, the tabor, and the trembling croud." 

A Conder was a person stationed on the sea-shore to 
watch the approach of the immense shoals of pilchards 
and herrings, and give notice thereof to the fishermen 
by certain understood signals, it being, singularly, a 
fact, that those migrations cannot be perceived at sea, 
although from the shore they appear literally to darken 
the deep. In Cornwall these men are called Hewers 

* II As for the cloth of my ladies, Hen. Cloughe putt it to a shereman 
to dight, and he sold the cloth and ran away."-Plumplon Cor., Camd. 
Soc. p. 30. 

t The A .• S. pylche, whence Pilcher, is equivalent to our (or rather to 
the French) peliB8e, which is derived immediately from the Latin pet/is, 
pellicum, skin or fur. A pilcher was also a scabbard, as being made of 
hide or leather. Mercutio says to Tybalt, II Will you pluck your sword 
out of the pilcher by the ears?" 
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(a name probably derived from the A.-S. eawian, to 
show), and hence the surnames Hewer, Huer, and Ewer. 
A Ridler was a maker of sieves; a Wait is a minstrel; 
a Fricker (A.-S. 'fricca'), a crier or preacher; a Tranter, 
a carrier; and a Footman, a messenger. 

In the north of England a "hack" means a mattock 
or axe; hence Hackman is possibly either the maker or 
the user of such an implement. . Crocker (and perhaps 
Croker) means a maker of coarse pottery .. The word 
, crock,' in the provincial dialects of the south, signifies 
a large barrel-shaped jar. It was in general use in 
Chaucer's days: 

" Spurn not as doth a cracke against a wal." 

Maunder (from the Old Eng. verb 'maund,' to beg,) 
is beggar, and Card, a word still in use in Scotland, 
means a travelling tinker! ' Napery' is household 
linen; hence Napper probably stands for a manufacturer 
or seller of that article. Seamer is the A.-S. for tailor, 
and Lomer for a maker of 'lomes' or tubs. Fortner is 
believed to mean a combatant in a tilting match, from 
the old Enghsh 'fortuny,' a tournament-the issue of 
such conflicts being very much dependent upon fortune 
or chance. Sanger is singer. Monger (A.-S. mancgere 
and monger) is merchant. The monger of Saxon times 
was a much more important personage than those who, 
in our days, bear the name. He was the prototype of 
the merchant· princes of the nineteenth century; he was 
a dealer in many things (unde nomen) which his ship
men brought from many lands; but our modern mon
gers, be they Ironmongers, Cheesemongers, Fellmongers, 
Woodmongers, or Icemongers (?), traffic chiefly in a 
single article. All these compounds stand, I helieve, 
as surnames, but Horsemonger, Newsmonger, Match-
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monger, and Costardmonger, (i. e. a dealer in apples,) 
have never been used as such. 

TYerman and Tireman probably mean a maker of 
ornaments for the head; tire being, as Johnson sup
poses, a corruption either of 'tiara' or of ' attire! 

"On her head she wore a tire of gold, 
Adorned with gems and ouches." S)euer. 

" Round tire, like the moon." /.aiali, c. iii, v. 18. 

, Tirewoman,' an obsolescent word, meaning one 
whose business it is to make dresses for the head, is re
tained by Johnson. Perhaps, however, the TyerMAN 
of olden times was no man-milliner, but followed the 
more masculine occupation of making ready the furni
ture of the battle-field: 

"Immediate sieges and the lire of war, 
Rowl in thy eager mind." Philip,. 

Lunhunter has cost me conjectures not a few. An 
ingenious correspondent suggests the two following 
etymons: 1. Lone, solitary, having no companion-one 
who hunted by himself. 2. Loon, Icelandic 'lunde,' 
a sea-fowl of the genus Colymbus-a hunter of that 
species of bird. I confess that it would have been more 
satisfactory had my correspondent identified lun or lund 
with some quadruped bearing such trivial or provincial 
appel1ation. 

Shipster is the Anglo-Saxon 'scip~styra,' ship-steerer 
or pilot. 

" Gogle-eyed Tomson, s!iep,ter of Lyn." Cocke Lorelle', Bote. 

Comher, Camher, and the feminine form Kempster, 
are from 'came,' and 'kembe,' old forms of comb, and 
are synonymous with Coomher, a wool-comber. Carder, 
Towzer, and Tozer, point to another branch of the 
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same craft: 'toze' and 'towse' are synonymous with 
tease: 

.. -- Upon the Btone 
His wife Bat near him teasing matted wool, 
While from the twin cardl tooth'd with glittering wire 
He fed the Bpindle of his youngest child." 

To 'toom' is to take wool oft' the cards-hence 
Toomer; a 'slay' is an instrument belonging to a loom, 
whence Slaym4ker. A Blower, sometimes corrupted to 
Blore, was the man who superintended the blast at a 
furnace. A Raper is a ropemaker; a Tupman a breeder 
of rams, called in some places 'tups;' and a Tilman a 
farm-labourer: 'Note' iu the North signifies oxen or 
neat cattle: hence Notman, which might appear to 
belong to a coward, really deuotes a cowherd! Vacher 
is certainly a cow-keeper. Akerman is the A.-S. 'leCer
mon,' a field man or husbandman; Flatman, 'flot-mon,' 
a sailor; Firman, 'ferd-mon,' a soldier; and Score is 
probably the 'sceawere,' beholder, spectator, or spy, of 
the same language. In the fourteenth century the 
jurats of Pevensey, co. Sussex, were called' skawers,' 
in the sense of overseers or superintendents of the 
marshes. A Tasker is a thrasher, and occurs in that 
sense in the fifteenth century,-' Triturator, a tasker.' 
(Halliw.) 

Tubman, Tupper, and DuMer are probably synony
mous with the Germ. 'Taubmann,' a maker of tubs. 
'Da.ube' in that language is a stave used in making 
tubs, and to 'dub,' a piece of wood, in the language of 
our shipwrights and coopers, means to fashion it with 
an adze. 

Pulter, Polter, and Poulter are the original and true 
forms of poulterer (to which, as in the cases of fruiterer, 
upholsterer, &c. an extra -ER has been added). In the 
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directions to the Lord Mayor of London for the re
ception of the suite of Charles V when he visited 
Henry VIII, appears this, 

"Item, to appoynt iiij pulterll to serve for the said persons of all maner 
pulfry," 

and the same king incorporated a "Poultera' Company." 
Cramer is German (kramer), and signifies a retail 

dealer. 
A 'cade' is a cask; hence Cadman "is a tnaker of cades 

or kegs. Cade, in this sense, was used in Shakspeare's 
days: 

"Cade. We John Cade, 80 termed of our supposed father." 
" Dicit. Or rather of stealing a cade qf herring. /" 

Hen. VI. Aet iv, Sc. 2. 

In the same play we have an illustration of the 
name Sitearman, before mentioned (page 108). George 
Bevis loquitur : 

.. I tell thee, Jack Cade the clothier means to dress the commonwealth 
and tum it, and set a new nap upon it." Act iv, Sc. 2. 

Stafford (to Cade.) 
"Villain, thy father was a plasterer, and thou thyself a llhearman, art 

thou not?" 

, Aledraper,' a cant term applied to the keeper of an 
alehouse, is probably of too modern date to have become 
a family name, yet we have the equally ridiculous de
signation, Alefounder. A Satcher is ~ maker of sacks 
or satchells, and a Kilner is a man who attends a fur
nace or kiln. A' slop' is a kind of cloak or mantle, 
also a buskin or boot much used in the fifteenth cen
tury-hence Sloper.* 

* The modem lllop-seller, or dealer in ready-made clothes, probably 
owes his designation to this source. 
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. As a general rule, all names terminating with ER 

indicate some employment or profession. ER is un
questionably derived from the Anglo-Saxon 'wer' or 
'were' a man; hence Salter is Salt-man, and Miller, 
Mill-man. 1.'hese terminations er and man are often 
used interchangeably; thus we have Potter and Pottman, 
Tiler and Tileman, Carter and Cartman, W ooler and 
Woolman; cum multis aliis. .;Besides these, we have 
Horseman, Palfriman, Cottman, Padman (a 'pad' was 
an easy-paced nag). Wainman (corrupted to Wenman), 
Carman, Coachman, Boatman, Clothman, Seaman, Tuh
man; and Spelman, which, Camden says, means 'learned 
man,' but which, I should rather say, signifies a man 
who worked by 'spell!!' or turns with another, if indeed 
it be not intended for a necromancer, charmer, or 
worker of spells. 

Tha ongunnon lease men wyrcan ' spell.' 
Then began false men to work spells. Boet. 38, i. 

I may add, however, that 'spelman' is the Swedish, 
and 'speilmann' the German, for a wandering musi
cian, while' spielman' in the Scottish dialect means a 
climbing man. 

A 'spill' is a spindle or a lath; hence Spiller, Speller, 
and Spillman may be makers of spindles or makers of 
laths. The latter business, it may be observed, still 
maintains its existence as a separate branch of employ
ment in some districts . 

. One of the most singular features in this department 
of our family nomenclature is the existence of several 
surnames terminating in -STER, which is the regular 
Anglo-Saxon form of feminine nouns of action, as ER is 
of masculine ones." The word 'Spinster' is the regular 
feminine of 'spinner' and not of hachelor, as Lindley 
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Murray would have us suppose. Btecestre, sangstre, 
and seamestre, are the regular feminines of btecere, 
baker, sangere, singer, and seamere, tailor; hence it is 
evident that-

. Tapster is the feminine of Tapper. 
Ba:cter and Bagster Baker. 
Whitster " Whiter (a fuller.) 
Webster " Webber (weaver.) 
Kempster " Kember (comber.)* 
Sangster " Sanger (singer.) 
Fewster " Fewer (A.-S. feoh-fee) a feofee. 
Brewster " Brewer.' 

That the business of brewing was antiently carried 
on by women is evident from the following authorities: 
In Sir John Skene's Borough Laws, 'Browsters' are 
described as' Wemen quha brewes aill to be sauld.' 
" Gil she makes gude ail," says an old Scottish statute, 
"that is sufficient. Bot gif she makes evill ail she 
shall pay aucht shillinges or saIl be put upon the cock
stule, and the aill sall be distributed to the pure 
folke." . In the Custumal of the town of Rye we read, 
" if a brUBter, free, hath made ale, and sell it in the 
foreign, in fairs or in markets, and the lord of the soil 
will distress her against her will for the sale of the 
said ale, &c."t 

Mr. Poulson, in his 'History of Beverley,' observes 
that" Artificers were by statute of27, Edw. III, c. 5,6. 
tied down to one occupation with an exception of 
female brewers, bakers, weavers, spinners and other 
women employed upon works in wool, linen, or silk 

* PeetN, a 'kempster.' Nominale MS. 
t Holloway's Rye, p. 155. 
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embroidery, &c. If this act had been in the language 
of the country, the same terms would have been used 
as will frequently occur in these pages, namely 
Brewster, Baxter, Wehster, &c., the termination ster 
signifying a woman (not a man) who brews, bakes, 
weaves, &c." The same learned writer thus shows 
how these names of feminine employments could be
come hereditary surnames: "When men began to in
vade those departments of industry by which women 
used to earn an honest livelihood, they retained the 
feminine appellations for some time, as men-midwives 
and men-milliners do now; but afterwards masculine 
words drove the feminine ones out of the language, as 
men had driven the women out of the employments. 
'Spinster' still retains its genuine termination j and 
the language of the law seems to presume that every 
unmarried woman is employed in spinning."* 

Dexter appears to be a feminine form-but of what? 
Although no such word as' daegestre' occurs in the 
Saxon dictionary, may it not be a compound of' daeg,' 
'dag,' day, and the feminine termination alluded to, 
and so signify a woman that works by the . day-a 
charwoman? 

Pewtresslooks like the feminine of pewterer, but I am 
not aware that this calling was ever carried on by women. 

There is a string of names derived from occupations 
which sound right oddly when placed in juxta-position, 

* Beverlac, p. 128. This curious subject deserves further illustration; 
but it belongs rather to general etymology than to my special department 
I cannot, however, pass unnoticed a singular fact in relation to the words 
younker and young8ter, the former of which is the proper masculine, and 
the latter the correct feminine. In the mutation which nearly the whole 
of this class of words has undergone, younker has been discarded from 
the vocabulary of pDlite persons, and degraded to a nautical vulgarism, 
while young8ter has been transferred from the girl to the boy! 
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and which, primd facie, would appear to be fully as 
applicable to the equine as to the human species; 
.namely, Traveller, Walker, Ryder, Ambler, Trotter, 
Hopper, Skipper, Jumper, and Hohler! Of these, TRA
VELLER was probably given to some one who, like 
Maundevile, had visited 'straunge contries and ilands.' 
A'TROTTER (synonymous with Trotman) was the run
ning-footman of the middle ages.' So early a.s the 
thirteenth century we find the word latinized 'Trotta
rius j' and in some monkish statutes of the date of 1218, 
mentioned by Fosbroke, it is enjoined that" everyone 
be content with a horse and a trotter." In the MS. 
romance of Aubrey the hero's valet is called his trotting 
servitor-son serjant trotier, and it is from this expres
sion that Taylor, the water-poet, speaks of a trotting 
footman.* 

WALKER signifies either (A.-S. wealcere) a fuller, t 
or an officer, whose duty consisted in 'walking' or in
specting a certain space of forest-ground. RIDER 
means another forest officer, a superintendent (as I 
take it) of the' walkers/-a ranger, who derived his 
name from the circumstance of his being mounted, as 
having a larger district to supervise. In the ballad of 
'William of Cloudesley,' &c. the king, rewarding the 
dexterity of the archer who shot the apple from his 
child's head, says;-

" I give thee eightene-pence a day, 
And my bowe thou shalt bere, 

And over all the north countre, 
I make thee chyle rydere I"::: Percg'lI Religuell. 

* Encyclopllldia of Antiq., voc. Running-footman. 
t In the North of England a fulling-mill is still called a' walk-mill,' 

and at Alfrich, co. Worcester, there are some thin strata of unctuous clay 
ofa whitish hue, still called "walker's clay." Ex info Jabez Allies, Esq. P.S.A. 

::: It is worthy of remark, however, that Ryder, Lord Harrowby claims 
from Ryther in Yorkshire. 
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AMBLER, antiently Ie Amhlour, is from the French, 
'ambleur,' an officer of the king's stable. HOPPER 

probably signified an officer who had the care of swans. 
By swan-' hopping,' or 'upping,' was meant the search
ing for and marking of the swans belonging to parti
cular proprietors. It must not be forgotten, however, 
that the A.-S. hoppere means a dancer. SKIPPER 

(A.-S. scipere, a sailor) is a very ancient term for the 
captain or master of a vessel; Jumper possibly meant 
a maker of 'jumps,' that is, a kind of short coats or 
boddices for women;* while Hohler is most unques
tionably a contraction of 'hobbelar' or 'hobiler,' a 
person who by the tenure of his lands was obliged to 
keep a IlObby or light horse, to maintain a watch by the 
side of a beacon, and to alarm the countl'yt in case of 
the enemy's approach in the day-time, when the fire of 
the beacons would not be discerdble from a distance. 
I t would seem also that the term was sometimes used 
to signify persons of an equestrian order, lower in 
dignity thau knights, and probably mounted on meaner 
and smaller animals. In an antient romance we read 
of 

" Ten thousand knights stout and fers (fierce) 
Withouten ho6elers and squyers." 

The etymology of Dancer is sufficiently obvious; 
the first of tllat name doubtless possessed peculiar skill 
in the art saltatory. Perhaps, after all, the names 
Hopper and Jumper were acquired by proficiency in 
the gymnastic exercises to which at first sight they 
seem to refer . 

. Massenger is an evident corruption of the French 
'messager,' a messengel', a beal'er of despatches, &c. 

• Bailey's Dictionary. t Fenn's P8!lton Letters. 
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Pottinger is the Scottish for apothecary,· and Lardner 
is an obsolete word for swine-herd,' or rather a person 
who snperintended the pannage of hogs in a forest. 

· Names of the foregoing description, however mean 
in their origin, are now frequently found among the 
highest classes of society. The names Collier and 
Salter are, or have been, in the British peerage, 
although those occupations' were once considered so 
menial and vile that none but bondmen would follow 
them. Some names of this sort have been changed in 
orthography to hide their original meanness; H molli
fied ridiculously," as Master Camden hath it, tc lest 
their bearers should seem vilified by them/' Carteer, 
Smeeth, Tayleure, t Cuttlar, &c., are frequently met 
with as the substitutes of Carter, Smith, Tailor, and 
Cutler.' "Wise was the man that told my Lord Bishop 
that his name was not Gardener as the English pro
nounce it, but Gardiner, with the French accent, and 
therefore a gentleman."t 

· Some names have reference to military pursuits, as 
Arblaster,§ Hookman, Billman, Spearman, Bowman, 
Bannerman .. 

· The number and variety of surnames connected with 
the pleasures of the chase furnish evidence of the pre
dilection of our progenitors for field-sports. Thus we 
have in great abundance our Hunters, Fowlers, Fishers, 
Falconers, (Faulkners, and Fawkeners,) Hawker-s,Anglers, 
Warreners, Bowyers, and Bowmakers, Stringers, that is 

* Jamieson's Scottish Dictionary. 
t A Mr. Taylor who had by" ridiculous mollification" become Mr. 

Tayleure, once haughtily demanding of a farmer the name of his dog, the 
honest son of the soil replied, II Why, sir, his proper name is Jowler, but 
since he's a consequential kind of puppy, we calls him Jouleure ," 

::: Camden. § Vide infra . 
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bow-string makers, Arrow-smitka; Fletcher, (from the 
Fr. 'fleche'), that is, either an arrow-maker, or more 
generally, a superintendent of archery. But some of 
these may be official names, and, therefore, more pro
perly belong to my next chapter. ~ Buckmaster, Buck
man, Hindman, Stagman, and Hartman were probably 
servants to the ' Parker,' and had the care of herds of 
venison. Brockman is a hunter of 'brocks' or badgers.· 
A t tod' in Scotland and the North of England, is a 
fox; hence Todhunter is a foxhunter, though not in 
the red-coated sense of that term. A northern cor
respondent informs me that he knows an old man, a 
destroyer of foxes, who calls himself, and is called, the 
"Old Tod-hunter of Grapington," in Craven. The 
expression "wily tod" occurs in the writings of 
Wycliff e.· Burtler signifies a bird-catcher or fowler, 
as the following jest, written upwards of three centuries 
since, will prove:-

"There was a doctour on a tyme, whiche desired a 
fouler, that went to catche byrdes with an owle, that 
he might go with hym. The hyrder was content, and 
dressed him with bows, and set hym by his ouIe, and 
bade him say nothynge. When he saw the byrdes a 
lyght a pace, he sayde: There be many byrdes alyghted, 
drawe thy nettes, where-with the byrdes flewe awaye. 
The hyrtler was very angry, and blamed him greatly 
for his speakyng. Than he promysed to hold his peace. 
When the hyrder was in again and many byrdes were 
alyghted, mayster Doctour said in Latyn, AVES PER

MULT1 ADSUNT : wherwith the byrdes flewe away. The 
hyrder came out ryghte angrye and sore displeased, and 
sayde, that by his bablynge he had twyse loste his pray. 

* Todman also occurs as a surname. 

AE/ 
/ 
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'Why, thynkest thou, foole,' quoth the doctour, 'that 
the byrdes do vnderstand Latin ?' ,,* 

'Low' is the Scottish for fire, and 'low-bellers' are, 
according to Blount, t men "who go with a light and 
a bell, by the sight whereof birds, sitting on the ground, 
become somewhat stupified, and so are covered with a 
net and taken." Hence LOWER is perhaps a hird
catcher. The Teutonic 'loer' is one who lays snares, 
and Lowrie in the Scottish dialect signifies a crafty 
person, in allusion probably to the same occupation. 

In the records of the Middle Ages the surnames of 
individuals are generally latinized, and the Latin ex
pressions seem occasionally to have superseded the ori
ginal English ones. Hence Mercator, Tonsor, Faber, 
in this class, are still found as family names. 

Although the opinion of Verstegan, cited in the 
motto of the present chapter, is supported by the 
strongest possible evidence as to the vast majority of 
instances, it is equally certain that in a few cases 
names of trades have been given as cognomens to per
sons above the plebeian rank. For example, Wiilelmus 
Faber, a Norman monk who enjoyed the favour of 
William the Conqueror, and assisted him in the foun
dation of Battel Abbey on the site of the conflict which 
had given him the crown, acquired his surname from 
the following circumstance. As he was engaged one 
day with his brethren in the not very ascetic pursuit of 
hunting, the party had exhausted their arrows, and 
were fain to apply to a neighbouring blacksmith for a 
new stock of these missiles; but the mechanic being 
unskilled in this kind of work, William seized his tools 
and presently produced an arrow of excellent work-

* Tales and Quicke Answers, very mery, &c. 
t Law Dictionary. 
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manship. Hence his companions jocularly called him 
Faber, or the smith, a name which he was unable 
afterwards to lay aside. * 

The following somewhat analogous instance may well 
excite the reader's astonishment: tM surname Butcher 
was given as a title of honour. "LE BOUCHER," says 
Saintfoix, "was antiently a noble 8urname given to a 
general after a victory, in commemoration of his 
having slaughtered some thirty or forty thousand menl"t 
Horribile dictu I-henceforward let all lovers of peace 
exclaim, 

.. One murder makes a villain; miUionB a BUTCHER I" 

NOTE TO CHAPTER VI. 

With respect to the application of the surnames 
treated of in the foregoing Chapter, we may observe that 
there was much greater propriety in making the names 
of occupations stationary family names than appears 
at first sight; for the same trade was often pursued for 
many generations by the descendants of the individual 
who in the first instance used it. Sometimes a parti
cular trade is retained by most of the male branches 
of a family even for centuries. Thus the family of 

* Quod cum sodalibus venatum aliquando profectuI, aagittis forte de
ficientibus, cum queBdam fabrum hujuscemodi operis ignarum adissent, 
ipse malleis arreptis mox sagittam artificio ingenio compegit. Hinc Fabri 
nomen obtinuit.-Clirtmicon Montuterii de Bello. 

t Le Boucher IStoit anciennement un ",mom glorieu.7:, qu'on donnoit a 
un glSneral, aprea une victoil"e-en reconnoiBance du carnage qu'il avoit fait 
de trente ou quarante mille homme8.-Saillifoi.z', Hiltorical li8Balll. 

I. 6 
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Oxley, SUElElex, weee D{",Ellyall smiths or iron~founders 
during the long period of years. MOElt of 
Adees of the Elrone have been farmers for a still 
longer period. The trade of weavi"g hY':¥': beeii 
en by ennther Sussex {.muly named Webb (weaver) as 
far back as traditionEl of tI,e f*,"ytrkily and 
is not improbable that this business has been exercised 
by the,n ever rincEl the first the trrm 
a surname, by some fabricator of cloth in the thirteenth 
o*," fourteentb tIut thektrlost 
stance of the long retention of a particular avocation 
bb one ,,'an'f3 bosterity in faY':¥':ily Pnrbess, 
the New Forest in Hampshire. The constant tradition 
of the neighbourhood stores, tbat when btIilliIlktrl RufuEl 
met his untimely end in that forest, there lived near 
thf3 {atxl oak POOf3" " Or ytrkakrr of ekllU'C411ktrl, 
who lent his cart for the purpose of conveying the 
rehal cuupse WitrH'he"~f'r, aZlzl W£Elf3 rewHsded Hith 
acre or two of land round his hut. His immediate 

tho Elamf3namf3 live there" "till, nnd 
carryon the same trade, without one being richer than 
akluthey' for it, ThiEl iEl deeY':¥':'lld thn mO'lt lmtinnt 
in the county. (Gough's Camden.) According to a 
rellzlnt I£eWSVl5¥ler tile he'At repvosent¥ltive vf 
this antient plebeian line is lately deceased. 



CHAPTER VII. 

OF SURNAMES DERIVED PROM CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL 
DIGNITIES, AND FROM OFFICES. 

ItIILOSELY allied to the Burnam .. di.
cussed in the preceding chapter are 
those which were originally borrowed 
from dignities and offices. 

The following lists of names of this 
class are arranged according to the 

rules of precedence. 

CIVIL DIGNITIES. 

EMPBROR, 

KING, 

PRINCE, 

DUKE, 

MARQUIS, 

EARLE, 

BARRON (sic), 

LORD, 

KNIGHT, 

CHEVALIER, 

SQUIRE, 

GENTLEMAN, 

YEOMAN; 

to which may be added the corrupt latinizations, 
Prinsep (princeps), and Arminger (armiger.) 
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ECCLESIASTICAL DIGNITIES. 

POPE, 
CARDINAL, 
BISHOP, BYSSHOPP, &C. 
ABBOTT, 
PRIOR, PRYOR, 
DEAN (qu. local ?), 
ARCHDEACON, 
RECTOR, 
PARSONS, 
VICAR (VICKERS), 

PRIEST, 
DEACON, DEAKIN, &C. 
CLERK, CLARKE, &C. * 
CHAPLIN (CAPLIN ?), 
FRIAR, FRYER, FREERE, 

FRERE (Chaucer, passim), 
MONK, 
NUNN (I), 
SAXTON; 

aud the latinized form, Ponti/ex; to which may be 
added, Benet (now Bennett), one of the orders of the 
Catholic church, the 'exorcista,' conjuror, 01' caster out 
of evil spirits, and Colet, an acolyte, the fourth of the 
minor orders of priests. "Boniface V," says Becon, 
" decreed that such as were but benet and colet should 
not touch the reliques of saints, but they only which 
are subdeacons, deacons, and priests."t Novias (novice) 
is likewise a surname, and Lister is in all probability 
the Anglo-Saxon 'listre,' a person who read some part 
of the church service . 

• The following offices have lent their designations as 
surnames: Alderman, Bailey, Beadle, Botiler or Butler, 
Burgess, Chancellor, Chamberlayne, Constable, Castellan, 
Champion (and Campion), Councilman, Catchpole, 
Forester, Falconer (often written Falconar, and still 
oftener Fawkner and Faulkner), Groome, Henchman, 

* Adam the clerk, son of Philip the scribe, occurs as the designation of 
a person mentioned in an antient record at Newcastle. . 

t Way's Prompt. Parv. in voc. • Benett.' 
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Legatt (i. e. legate), Mayor (with its French form 
Lemaire, and theO.Eng.Meyer),Marskall,Provost (with 
its corruption Provis), Page, Proctor, Porter, Portman, 
Ranger, Reeve' (pluralized to Reeves),' Steward (and 
Stewart or Stuart, by crasis Sturt ?), Sizar, Sheriff 
(with Shirejf), Serjeant (corruptly Sargent), Tipstaff, 
Ussker, Warden, and ·Woodreeve, with its various forms 
of Woodriff, Woodroofe, Woodruff, WooMough, and 
(probably) Woodrow. 

The names of many offices, obsolete either as to 
themselves or as to their antient designations, are re
tained as family names; asl-

. Chalmerlt (Scot.) = Camerarius, "chamberlain.· 
Le Despenser, corruptly Spencer, a steward. Horden 

has the same import. The ancestor of the family of 
Spencer, Duke of Marlborough, was C dispensator' or 
steward to the household of William the Conqueror. 
Grosvenor, antiently held the office of Ie Gros Veneur, 
or great huntsman to the Dukes of Normandy. 

Bannerman, in Scotland, was a name of office, borne 
by the king's standard-bearer .. It was an hereditary 
post, and existed temp. Malcolm IV, and William the 
Lion.-

C Seneschal,' a steward, is now vilely corrupted to 
Snashall! 

Staller, according to Camden, is a standard-bearer . 
. Foster, a nourisher-one who had the care of the 

children of great men: We have also Nurse, as a sur
name. Foster, however, is sometimes a corruption of 
C forester.' 

Kempe, a soldier, especially one who engaged in single 
combat. In this sense it has been revived in the works 

* Nisbet. Syst. of Heraldry, vol. i, p. 40S. 
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of Sir Walter Scott. Kempe, and lcemperge-men for 
warriors or fighting-men occur in the ballad of King 
Estmere in Percy's Reliques: 

" They had not ridden IIC&lIt a myle, 
A myle forthe of the 'towne, 

But in did come the kynge of Spayne, 
With lrmtpa many a one. 

Up then roBe the lr~ 
And loud they gan to crye 

Ah 1 trayton, you have Blayne our kynge, 
And therefore you shall dye." 

A Icemper is still used in Norfolk in the sense of a 
stout,. hearty, old man-a veteran. The A.-S. cempa 
has also supplied us with the surnames Camp, Champ, 
and Camper. Campion and Champion have come to us 
through the French, from the same root. The Swedish 
Kempen/elt and the Spanish Campeador belong to this 
family. Kimber is also synonymous; n kimber, enim, 
homo bellicosus, pugil robustus, miles, &c. significat.". 

I Bate' is conflict, contention j and hence Bateman is 
a member of the same belligerent tribe. 

Segar and Sea gar, (A.-S. slgere), a vanquisher. So 
says Verstegan; but a N orthem correspondent informs 
me that this is a provincialism for I sawyer.' 

Wardroper, a keeper of the royal wardrobe: the 
officer bore this designation temp. Hen. VIII. 

Latimer. This name was first given to Wrenoc ap 
Merrick, a learned Welshman, who held certain lands 
by the service of being latimer or interpreter between 
the Welsh and the English; and the name of his office 
descended to his posterity, who were afterwards ennobled 
as English peers.t The older and more correct form is 

• Sheringham. t Vide Burke's Ext. Peerage. 
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latiner, one who understands Latin. Maundevile directs 
travellers to take with them "Latynerea to go with hem 
into tyme (until) they conne the langage." 

Valvasour (now more generally written Vavasour) , 
an office or dignity taking rank below a baron, and 
above a knight. Bracton says, "there are for the civil 
government of mankind, emperors, kings, and princes, 
magnates, or valvasours, and knights." In the Norman 
reigns there was a king's valvasour, whose duty pro
bably consisted in keeping ward ad valvas Regni, at 
the entrances and borders of the realm; whence the 
name. 

Arblaster, a corruption of Balistarius, one who 
directed the great engines of war used before the in
vention of cannon, a crossbow-man. 

U In the kernils (battlements) here and there, 
Of ArfJlIlIllir. grete plentie were; 
None armour might ther stroke withstonde, 
It were foly to prese to honde." Rom. qf 1M Rou. 

From another form of the word-' Alblastere,' comes 
the apparently absurd name Alabaster. 

Spigurnell, a sealer of writs. 
Avery. Camden places this among Christian names, 

but query, is it not the name of an office-Aviariua, a 
keeper of the birds? The Charter of Forests (section 
14) enacts that "every freeman may have in his woods 
avyries of sparhawks, falcons, eagles, and herons." But 
there is anQther distinct derivation of this name, for 
avery, according to Bailey, signifies "a place where 
the oats (avente) or provender are kept for the king's 
horses." 

. Franklin, a dignity next to the esquires and gentle
men of olden times, \ the antient representative of the 
class of superior freeholders, known in later times as 
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country 'squires. Fortescue (De Legibus Angllie, c. 29) 
describes afranlclein as "pater-familias-magnis ditatus 
p088essionibus." "Moreover, the same country (namely 
England) is 80 filled and replenished with landed menne, 
that therein so small a thorpe cannot be found wherein 
dwelleth not a knight or an esquire, or such a house
holder as is there commonly called a franklein, enriched 
with great possessions, and also other freeholders and 
many yeomen, able for their livelyhood to make a jury 
in form aforementioned."* Chaucer's description of a 
Franklin is everything that could be wished: 

.. A FRANKBLBIN wu in thia compagnie; 
White wu his berd, u ia the dayesie. 
Of hia complexion he wu languin. 
Wei loved he by the morwe a sop in win[e] 
To liven in delit wu ever hia wone, 
For he wu Epicure's owen sone, 
That held opinion that plein delit 
Wu veraily felicite partite. 
An housholder, and that a grete wu he; 
Seint Julian,t he wu in his contree; 
Hia brede, his ale, wu alway after on ; 
A better en~ man wu no wher non, 
Withouten bake-mete never wu his hous, 
Of fish and ftesh, and that so plenteous, 
It snewed in hia hous of mete and drinke, 
Of alle daintees that men coud of thinke, 
After the sondry sestlns tIf the yere, 
So changed he his mete and hia B01!lpere. 

luI many a fat paririch hadde he in mewe, 
And many a breme, and many a Iuce in stewe. 
Wo wu hia coke, but if his SBUCe were 
Poinant and sharpe, and ready all bia gere. 

* Old Translation of Fortescue de L. L. Ang. 
t St. Julian wu the patron of hospitality. 
t Bnf11P!ed, that iI, stored with wine. 

Digitized by Google 



OFFICIAL. , 

His table dormant in hili halle alway 
Stode redy covered aile the longe day. 

At sessions ther was he lord and sire, 
Ful often time he was knight of the shire ; 
An anelace, and a gipciere all of silk 
Heng at his girdel, white as morwe milk. 
A shereve hadde he ben, and a countonr. 
Was no wher swiche a worthy vavasonr."* 

129 

Heriot, a provider of furniture for an army. Versteg. 
Coken, a common name amongst the Jews, signifies 

priest. 
'Somner, one whose duty consisted in citing delin

quents to the ecclesiastical courts;' an apparitor. The 
office existed in Chaucer's time under the orthography 
of 8ompnoure, literally summoner-8ompne being then 
the mode of spelling the verb. In the Coventry Mys
teries we have the following: 

.. Sim SOMNoa, in hut wend thou thi way, 
Byd Joseph, and his wytf, be name, 
At the coorte to apper this day, 
Hem to ponrge of her defame." 

Chaucer's portrait of the Sompnour is one of the best 
in his inimitable gallery. He 

". • . • hadde a fire..red cherubinnes face 
• • • • • 

With seaned browes blake and pilled berd. 
OC his visage children were sore aCerd. 

• 

[He loved] to drinke strong win as rede as blood. 
Then wolde he &peke, and erie as he WE'.re wood •. 
And whan that he weI dronken had the win, 
Than wolde he speken no word but LatinL 
Aft!ID€ terme, coudet ke, two or three. 
That he had lerued out of som decree; 

• Canterbury Tales. Prologue. Vol.i, p. 44. Edit. 1825. 
t He knew. 

6 § 
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No fIIOIIIltr w, Ie lItrtl it all tie .,; 
And eke ye knowen wel, how that aj(l, 
Can clepen watte, as weI as can the pope. 
But who 10 wolde in other thing him grope,. 
Than hadde he lpent all hiB philOlOphie, 
Ay, Quntio pill.iurN, walde he erie," &c. &c. t 

To this list of official names I may add Judge; but 
how the word Jury becaine the name of a single person 
I do not pretend to guess. (On reconsideration. 'Jury' 
appears to be a corrupt spelling of Jewry. and is there
fore a local name. That part of a city or town inha
bited by Jews was formerly styled 'the Jewrie,' as the 
Old Jewry in London. Chaucer. in his Prioress's Tale 
(14899). says: 

.. There was in Acy (Alia) in a great cltee, 
Amonges Cristen folk a Jt!fIJerye, 
Susteyned by a lord of that contre, 
For foul usure, and lucre of felonye, 
Hateful to Crist and to his compaigne: 
And thurgh the .trete men might ride and wende, 
For it was fre, aud open at everich ende." 

Foreman was probably adopted by some one who had 
served on a jury in that capacity. Association of ideas 
reminds me of another important functionary. Dempster. 
the common hangman. unless indeed it sigliify a judge 
of the Isle of Man, as the judges of that little kingdom 
formerly bore this designation. Lockman is a Scottish 
word for the public executioner • 

. Several names end in grave. meaning a steward or 
disposer; as Waldegrave. a steward of the forest; Mar
grave. a steward or war~en of the marches or frontiers; 
Hargrave. the provider of an army. I think, however, 
that these names were not indigenous to England, but 

• Examine. t Cant. Tales, Prologne. 
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brought from Germany, where 8raf is synonymous 
with count, and I Pfalzgraf,' whence our Palgrave, is a 
count-palatine.· Grave, in Lancashire, especially in the 
disafforested districts, means a constable, and constables' 
rates are called I grave-Ieys" A I dikereeve' or I dike
grave,' in Lincolnshire, means one who has the care of 
dikes and drains. Dykeman and Dickman probably 
signify the same official. 

Pilgrim and Palmer are neither offices nor dignities, 
yet they may find a place here. The Palmer differed 
from a common pilgrim in making a profession of wan
dering. The pilgrim laid aside his weed and cockle 
when his pilgrimage was done, and returned to the 
world; but the palmer wandered about incessantly; his 
pilgrimage was only laid aside at death. He derived 
his name from the palm-branch he constantly carried as 
a pledge of his having been in the Holy Land. In 
the church of Snodland, in the diocese of Rochester, 
was formerly an inscription to the memory of. • . . . . 
PALMER, of Otford, Esq. containing several puns or 
allusions to this name and profession. 

" tlalnut'~ all obJr §alJn~ bJert, 
I a tlalmn liu!lJ ~m. 
!(nlJ h-aU!l'lJ ~h1l, till bJomt bJ!tI) alt. 
I mlJplJ tI)£~ bJorllJ'~ p!lJramaltt. 
®n tl)t bl!~t !(~~tnt£onslJa!. 
In tl)t c~nful montl) of :ft!la!, 
!( tl)obJ~alllJ bJptl) fobJn ~UlllJrplJ, ~tUtn. 
!(nlJ took m! £Om,! ~tn~t to .tmn." 

Sir Walter Scott has given us a sketch of a palmer 
in "Marmion:" . 

II Here is a holy Palmer come 
Prom Salem first, and last from Rome, 
One that hath kissed the blessed tomb, 
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And visited each holy shrine 
k Aruhh anelli Palcedinel, 
On hills of Annenie hath been, 
Where Noah~s arN may yet Neseen, 

thaL Red dea helch hce, trod 
W~bich parted at the Prophet's rod ; 
Icc Sincel's w1LeRerceeess 8ae~i 

The Mount where Israel heard the law, 
h"d t1Lemdece ~dint ind hashice1L lecelce,· 
And shadowy mists and darkness given: 

He i[eowc dt. d;unei~i codde shill ; 
Of fair Montseiiat texe cecee tell ; 

And of that Grot where olives nod, 
Whieie, ili~ilind of eCih hem edi~ 

From all the youth of Sicily 
ddnt1Licsalk ret'ii,d tei God~ 

* * * * * 
Nis seh[e cuwl o'cihuid hicc face; 

In his black mantle was he clad; 
Wi h Peter's deys in cloth of red 

hic ±Crocf shoceldercc ~wrtm1Lht 
The scallop-shell his cap did deck; 
'M'he ccccecifiu around hicc nectc 

Was from Loretto brought; 
His se,eedalee iiere, with travd tore, 
Staff, budget, bottle, scrip he wore; 
h'['e feeded pcclm-be~anc±C in his haneR 
Shewccd pilbccim fe~om the :&E,,1y "end." 

• Levin, lightning. I have a cordial hatred of the hypercritical spirit 
ii,hich delights icc prefeee'C'inp the cchargcc of plecgiariim sgoinst mey liieelt iiCho 
happens to express a sentiment in words resembling those of some pre
okcus rcothoc it not therefore met of ccny ccccch fheling that beg to 
the attention of the reader to the striking resemblancce betmeen ScoWs 

"Mid thunder-dint and llashinh levi " 

and Chaucer's (v. 5858 Wright,) 

Wi Ie wifd~e thunder dynt and fuyry levene~'

m ~cich prcc eabId purccly ae e~~tdentc2. 
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The origin of the name of Gear is curious. In the 
"olden tyme" great men employed an officer to super
intend the provision of their entertainments and the 
equipment of their armed retainers; and, as all sorts of 
wearing apparel, arms, * utensils, and chattels in general, 
were called gere or gear, this person would very natu
rally acquire the name of John-of-tke-Gear, John-o-Gear, 
and, at length, John Gear. 

I The termination ward indicates some office, and is 
equiValent to keeper or custos-thus Milward is the 
keeper of a mill (probably some manorial or monastic 
mill) ; Kenward, the dog-keeper, or more properly, Kine
ward, cow-keeper j Aylward, the ale-keeper j Durward, 
the porter or door-keeper; Hayward, the keeper of a 
common herd of cattle belonging to some town; and 
Woodward, a forest-keeper, "an officer that walks with 
a forest-bill, and takes cognizance of all offences com
mitted; at the next swain-mote or court of attach
ments."t Howard certainly belongs to this family of 
names, but antiquaries are not agreed as to the meaning 
of the first syllable. Camden makes it the high-warden; 
Spelman, the hall-keeper; Verstegan, the keeper of a 
strrmg-hold; and Skinner, a lceeper of hospitality. 
What such great names cannot agree upon, I shall 
not attempt to decide. Ward also stands as a sur
name, as do Warden and Guard, which have the same 
meaning. 

Costomer, a collector of customs. 

* Thus in the old poem of Plodden Field: 
.. Then did he send Sir William Bulmer, 

And bad hym on the borders lye, 
With ordinance and other gear, 

Each fenced house to fortify." 
t Bailey's Diet. 
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. Granger, the superintendent of a grange-a great 
farm pertaining to some abbey or priory.· 

Portman, an officer, now called a portreeve, with 
duties similar to those of a mayor. The sessions of 
some of the older corporations were formerly called 
portmannimotu, or portman's courts. 

Landaeer, probably a land-steward or bailiff. 
Palliaer, a person who had the care of the palings of 

a park or forest. 
Poyntier, a bailiff, one who distrains. 
The singular name of Twentyman appears to be a 

translation of Vintenarius, a military officer who had 
the charge of twenty soldiers, as the Centenarius, his 
superior, had of a hundred. Both these terms occur 
in a muster-roll of temp. Edw. III, before me. 

Having given this long list of names derived from 
titles and offices, I shall next attempt to account for 
their having been adopted as the designations of families. 

That the first of the name of King, Prince, or Duke, 
held either of those dignities is too preposterous for 
belief. Nor is it more likely that the inferior titles of 
Knight and Squire were so derived, for that would 
have been a mean kind of nomenclature. If a person 
were really a knight or an esquire, he would prefer 
styling himself Sir Roger de Such-a-place, or John So
and-So, Esquire, to taking the simple designation of 
his rank as a surname. Again, in ecclesiastical digni
ties, such natnes if adopted could not have been perpe
tuated, seeing that all churchmen, from his holiness of 
Rome down to the meanest mass-priest, led a life of 
celibacy, and consequently had no recognised posterity. 

It has been conjectured, however, that these names 
indicate bastardy, and that the persons bearing them 
are thus bona fide of royal, papal, knightly, squirely, or 
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priestly descent-a plausible surmise, but the proofs 
are wanting. 

Most of these names, particularly of the secular de
scription, were probably borrowed from the first users 
of them having acted or personated such characters in 
mysteries or dramatic representations j or from their 
having been chosen, as Camden supposes, leaders of the 
popular sports of the times, as Kings of the Bean, 
Christmas Lords, &c. The same high authority re
minds us that the classical antients had such names as 
"Basilius, Archias, Archelaus, Flaminius, Calsmus, 
Augustulus, &c., who, notwithstanding, were neither 
Kings, Priests, Dukes, nor ClIlSars j" though Sigonius 
thinks the Flaminii and the' Pontificii descendants of 
persons who held the sacerdotal office. 

There are those who think the clerical names ori
ginated from widowers, who had gone into the church 
and gained particular offices in it, having given the 
designations of such offices as surnames to their chil
dren. The Rev. Mark Noble thinks that such as took 
these names held lands under those who really bore 
them. This may be true of some of them, both lay 
and clerical, but it does not account for the higher 
dignities, as Pope and Emperor, which have never 
existed in this country. Of all these conjectures, 
Camden'S, although the most humiliating, seems the 
most probable. 

The French name of Archevesque {Archbishop} is 
thus accounted for. Hugh de Lusignan, an archbishop, 
becoming unexpectedly entitled to the seignories of 
Parthenay, Soubize, &c., obtained the pope's dispensa
tion to marry, on the condition that his posterity should 
take the name of Archbillhop, and bear, for ever, a mitre 
over their arms. 
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Mr. Kemble mentions an instance of an Anglo
Saxon, A.. D. 653, who, according to Florence of Wor
cester, bore the name of Benedictus Biscop (bishop), 

. but who certainly never enjoyed episcopal honours. 
And Eadberht, the last true born king of Kent, was 
surnamed f Pren,' or the priest: this personage, how
ever, had received ordination to the clerical office 
prior to his advancement to the regal dignity. 

None of the objections just adduced apply to sur
names borrowed from offices of the inferior kind, as 
Steward, Reeve, Parker, &c. ; and we have evidence 
that family names were borrowed from the offices held 
by the founders of houses. According to Carew, the 
Purters of Cornwall derived their name from the office 
of porter of Trematon Castle, antiently hereditary in 
the family under the Dukes of Cornwall. We have 
already seen that the name of Spencer originated in a 
similar manner; but there is a more illustrious instance. 
The name of STUA.RT, borne for centuries by the regal 
family of Scotland and England, descended to them 
from Walter, grandson of Banquo, who in the eleventh 
century was steward of Scotlaud. 

In conclusion, I may remark that these high-sound
ing surnames are a very numerous class. Almost every 
village has its King or Prince, or at least its Knight or 
Squire. Bishops are, I think, rather more numerous 
than parish churches; and as for Popes, it is no unusual 
circumstance to find. eight or ten dwelling together iu 
perfect amity, a thing never heard of at Rome, where 
only two have been known to set Christendom in a 
blaze I The following humorous morceau will form an 
appropriate tail-piece to my present Chapter. 
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'''Q[;m «tOppofajurytaken before Judge Doddridge, 
at the assizes holden at Huntingdon, A. D. 1619." [It 
is necessary to remark that "the judge had, in the 
preceding circuit, censured the sherifi' for empanneling 
men not qualified by rank for serving on the grand jury, 
and the sherift', being a humourist, resolved to fit the 
judge with sounds at least. On calling over the fol
lowing names, and pausing emphatically at the end of 
the Christian, instead of the surname, his lordship 
began to think he had indeed a jury of quality] : 

"Maximilian KING of Toseland, 
Henry PRINCE of Godmanchester, 
George DUKE of Somersham, 
William MARQUIS of Stukeley, 
Edmund EARL of Hartford, 
Richard BARON of Bythorn, 
Stephen POPE of Newton, 
Stephen CARDINAL of Kimbolton, 
Humphrey BISHOP of Buckden, 
Robert LORD of Waresley, 
Robert KNIGHT of Winwick, 
William ABBOTT of Stukeley, 
Robert BARON of St. N eots. 
William DEAN of Old Weston, 
John ARCHDEACON of Paxton, 
Peter ESQUIRE of Easton, 
Edward FRYER of Ellington, 
Henry MONK of Stukeley, 
George GENTLEMAN of Spaldwick, 
George PRIEST of Graft'ham, 
Richard DEACON of Catworth. 

" The judge, it is said, was highly pleased with this 
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practical joke, and commended the sheriff for his inge
nuity. The descendants of some of these illnstrious 
jurors still reside in the county, and bear the same 
names j \ in particular, a Maximilian King, we are in
formed, still presides over Toseland."* 

* ,History of Huntingdon, 12mo, 1824 •. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OF SURNAMES DEDUCED FROM PERSONAL AND MORAL 
QUALITIES ATTRIBUTED TO THEIR ORIGINAL BEARERS. 

all the modes of distinguishing an in. 
dividual (observes Salverte) "the most 
natural, and the one which best unites 
the identity and the name of the per
son, is that of giving a designation 
which relates to his most conspicuous 

qualities,"-and a truly prolific source of nomenclature 
it has been . 

. In almost all countries, and in nearly every stage of 
civilization, individuals have been denominated from 
some physical quality or external peculiarity. The 
Greeks had their Pyrrhus, ChIorus, Strabo, Chryses; 
the Romans their Candidus, Rutilus, Longus, Paulus j 
the French their Blond, Petit, Front-de-Breuf j and the 
Anglo-Saxons their Micel, Swanhals, Irensida. 

So also of moral and mental peculiarities: the 
Greeks imposed such names as Agathias, Andragathius, 
Sophocles; the Romans, such as Pius, Prudentius, 
Constans; the Anglo-Saxons, such as Frat, Alfred, 
Godard; and the French, such as Le Sage, Le Bon, 
Genereux, Prudent. 

These were all in their primary application strictly 
perIanal, though in the course of time they became, 
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like the other classes already discusRed, generic and 
hereditary designations among modem nations. 

COLOUR AND COMPLEXION have given rise to such 
surnames as Black, Blackman, Blaunkfrount (i. e. white 
face), Browne, Dark, Darkman, Fair, Fairbairn (Scot.)~ 
Fairchild, Fagg (A.-S. faeg), discoloured, pale, Lilywhite, 
Motley, Pink, Rufua, Rous, Russell (and the French 
Rousseau-these four mean t red'), Redman, Ruddiman, 
Silversides, Scarlett, White, Whiteman, and Whitesides.' 
Purple, which occurs in America, may have been ori
ginally applied to a devotee of Bacchus I As no per
son ever had a green face (however green in other 
respects) we must refer the very common surname 
representing that colour to a local origin-' John atte 
Greene,' t Roger a' Green,' &c. being among the most 

-- ---familiar designations of that class • 
. THE COLOUR OP THE HAIR led to a numerous 

train of these hereditary sobriquets, for such they cer
tainly must be considered j hence Blackhead, Blacklock, 
Fairhaire, Grey, Gray, Griasel, Hoare and Hare, Red
head, Silverlock, Whitelock, Whithair, Whitehead, and 
Yalowhaire. 

THE FORM OP THE HEAD has added a few j to wit, 
Longhead, Broadhead, Greathead, Halfhead.-Grosteste 
(great-head), a famous name in English ecclesiastical 
history, also belongs to this category. Even the beard 
originated some, as Langbeard, Fairbeard, Hevyberd, 
(1296,) Blackbeard. 

But it was not from the head alone that names of 
this description were taken, for we have in respect of 
other personal qualities our Longs and our Shorts; our 
Langmana, Longmana, and Longfellows; our Tallmana 
and our Prettymana; our Biggs and onr Broads; our 
Greata and our Smalls; our Strongs and our Weakleya; 
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our Petit8 and Smallma'fUI; our Strongman8, Strongi'th'
arm8, and Armstrong8; our Plaine8 and our Ha'fUIoms ; 
our Grose8, our Little8, our Thynne8, our Thick8, and 
our Lowe8.· These names are of a pretty positive cha
racter, but we have a few comparatives j our Littler8 
and Shorter8, to wit, our Plainer8, our Stronger8, and 
our Lower8! 

To avoid criticism on one hand, and misapprehen
sion on the other, it is right to state that some of 
the names in the last paragraph are derived with greater 
probability from other sources. Two or three at least 
are of the local kind, such as Plain, and probably also 
Plainer j Littler is known to be a corruption of Little
over, co. Derby,-a manor whose lords originally wrote 
themselves De Littleover, but who afterwards became 
Litteler and Littler, until eventually they were quite 
extinct I Neither must we take the Thynnes as living 
witnesses of the meagreness of their original ancestor, 
who was no other than one John de Botteville. This 
gentleman, who flourished so recently as the reign of 
Edward IV, resided at one of the Inns of Court, and 
was thence named John of the Inn, John o'th'ynne, or 
John Thynne . 

. We have, moreover, our PrettY8 and our LovelY8," 
our Large8 and our PettY8, our Fatt8 and our StoUt8, 
together with our Swift8, our Quick8, our Speeds, and 
Lightfoot8, and QuicklY8, well balanced by our less 
mercurial Slows and Slowma'fUI, and our more deliberate 
HeatJiside8. 

There are other surnames no less characteristic j 
though less intelligible to ordinary observers. Among 
these may be noted Starkie, strong-bodied j Fie8t, 

* 'Editha laLovelich.' MS. HarI. 1708,iol. 217. 
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broad-footed; Crumpe, crooked; Mewet, one who 
speaks inwardly; lAzar, a leprous person; Morphew, a. 
scrofulous one; Michel (A.-S.), great, whence also 
Michell and Mitchell; Hale, healthful; Holder, thin 
(Camd.); and Fleet, swift. Bel, withLE prefixed, is 
from the French, fair; and Pi got, with its varieties 
Piggott and Pickett (picote), in the same language 
means pitted with the smallpox. Oar and Ker are 
synonymous, signifying stout.' Wychals (A.-S.), now 
Wiggin, means 'bad neck!' Lit and Lite are old 
English forms of 'little.' 

Snell is from the Anglo-Saxon, and signifies agile or 
hardy. "6abmunb clDb Ipen-pb prer beclyPob FOP hlr 
Snell-rClpe: King Eadmund was called Iron-side for his 
hardihood, agility," says the Saxon Chronicle. Before 
the Conquest this epithet had become a proper name, 
as had also its compound, Sne18on. BlUlet (Fr.) signifies 
low of stature. 

To dade, in some dialects, signifies to walk with short 
steps, whence the diminutive 'daddle,' applied to the 
pace of infants .. _...Dadd or Dade was probably given 
in the first instance to some person who had shorter 
legs than his neighbours . 

. The very common surname Read, Reid, or Reed 
(sometimes pluralized to Reeda), is an old spelling of 
RED, and was primarily applied in reference to com

. plexion.· Chaucer speaks of 

co FIoures both white and rede ;" 

and Sir John Maundevile, describing the Red Sea, says: 
"That see is not more reed than another see; but in 
some places thereof is the gravelle reede; and therefore 
men clepen it the Rede Sea." 

. Fair/u, from the Anglo-Saxon, and Blound, from the 
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French, denote a light hair and complexion. The 
latter name has declined into Blount and Blunt •. 

Camoys is an Old English word signifying turned 
upwards j and is generally applied to the nose in a 
sense identical with the French expression 'nez re
trousse.' Chaucer employs it in his quaint description 
of the daughter of the Miller of Trompington: 

" This wenche tbikke and well i-growen was, 
With camoy' nose and eyghen gray as glas." 

Wright', Chaucer, 3971. 

It is sometimes written 'camuse,' and our surname 
Kerny" may mean the same thing • 

. Among the names indicative of mental or moral 
qualities, we have our Hardys ~d our Cowards; our 
Meeks and our Moodys; our Bolds and our Slyes; our 
Livelys and our Sullens; our Eagers and our Dulmans; 
our Gi.lfords or liberal ones, and our Curteises. \ CUR
TEIS appears to be an antient spelling of the adjective 
courteous. Chaucer says of his" yong squier"-

" CarleiB he was, genti! and aft'able." 

So in Percy's Reliques: 

.. And as the Iyoune, which is of beatia kinge, 
Unto thy aubjectis be lmrteiB and benygne." 

. Nor must we overlook our Wilds and our Sangwines; 
our Merrys and our Sohers; our Nohles and our 
Willeys, or favorable ones j our Blythes and our Cleeres; 
our Sternes and our Bonnys i our Godmans and our 
Godlimans; our J'fTakes or watchfuls j our Terrys or 
tearful ones j* our Forwards and our W'ues; our 

* Verstegan; a more probable derivation is from the Fr. Thierry, 
Theodoric. 
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Wooralla or worth-alls, "" our Aylwim, or beloved of all; 
our Proude8 and our Humble8; our Sharpe8 and our 
Blunt8 j our Sweets and our Sweetmam, not forgetting 
our Bitter8 i our fllmam and our Freemam it our 
Wisemam and our Bookle88e8 i our Stables and our 
Hastie8 i our Gentles and our Lawlesses i our GiddYII 
and our Carele88es i our Pert8, our Reckle88es, and our 
Peaceables; our Stiffs and our Stilla i our Roughs and 
our Toughs i our Sadds and our Merrymans; oUr In
nocents and our Peerles8e8 i our Luckie8 and our Faith
fula; our '!idys and our '!idymalls; our Gaudys and 
our Decent8 ; our Gallants and our Trustys; our Dear
loves and our Trueloves i our Truemam and our 
Tltankfula; our Brisk8 and our Doolittles i our Dears 
and our Darling8 i our Clo8e8 and our Allfree8; our 
Brightmam and our Flatmam i and, to close this long 
catalogue, our Goods,t Goodmam, Goodchilds,§ Good
fellow8, our Tltoroughgoods. Allgoods, Be8t8, Perfects, 
and Goodenoughs, our Conquer goods, and what is very 
extraordinary indeed, our Toogood8! . 

Idle, for the honour of the family bearing it, I would 
rather deduce from the river so designated, than in
sinuate that the founder of that name and lineage was 
deficient in industry. 

Some names of this class, also, convey no meaning 
to the uninitiated observer, and others may even give 
rise to an erroneous impression j for instance Gaylord 

* So Verstegan, Restit.; but more probably from Wirral in Cheshire. 
t The name Fry is a modernized spelling of Frie, free. 
::: GOtJd, a corrupt spelling of the O. E. gode, good. 
§ The French likewise have Good_" and Goodaon-Bonhomme and 

Bonllls. The surname of Pope Gregory XIII was Buoncompagno, good 
companion, and that of his secretary of the treasury Buonfigluolo, good 
I0Il. 
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(gaillard, Fr. gaylard, O. E.) has no reference to aris
tocratical gaieties, but means simply jovial or jolly: 

U A prentys dwelled whilom in oure citee. 
And of a craft of vitaillen was be: 
Gaylard he was as goldfynch in the 8chawe, 
Brown as a bery, and a proper felawe." 

Wright'. Chaucer, 4364. 

Ramage (A.-Norman,) is wild, haggard, or homely. 
Mr. Halliwell says it was very often applied to an 
untaught hawk. "So ramage as she would be re
claimed with no leave." (Gwydonius, 1593.) 

Lelhome is probably true or leal man; and Folkt, 
which is also French, signifies foolish. 

Leeny, according to Grose, is active, alert; hence 
Leaney and Leney. 

Stunt (A.-S.) means stupid, foolish; taken substan
tively it means a fool, by no means an enviable desig
nation, but far from applicable to all who bear it. In 
a Saxon translation of the book of Job, that patriarch 
calls his wife "stunt wif," i. e. a foolish woman. 
Widmer ('wyd' wide, and 'mear' fame, A.-S.) widely 
renowned; ,Huhhard (' hughbert,' A.-S.) disposed to 
joy and gladness; Joyce (Fr.), the same; Hogarth 
(Dutch,) high-natured, generous; Shire (A.-S.) clear; 
Baud, pleasant; Rush, subtle; Barrat, cunning; 
Bourne, ready; Bonner (Fr. bonaire, O. E. boner,) 
kind, gracious.' Eldridge is defined by Percy as wild, 
hideous, ghostly. See a description of an "Eldridge 
knight," in the ballad of Sir. Cauline. Jolflfe is the 
O. E. 'jolif,' jolly. 

" Up ryst this jol!l! lover Ablolon." ClIaucer, 3688 • 

. To this list of names from personal and mental 
qualities, I may appropriately adjoin such as had their 

I. 7 
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origin in some feat of personal strength or courage, as 
Armst1'ollg (already mentioned), All-jraye, Langstaff, 
Wagstaff, Hackstaff, Hurlbat, * Winspear, Shakeshafi, 
Shakestaff, and Shakapeare,· or, as Mr. C. Knight will 
have it, Shakspere. Also :Botc-all, Tirebuck, Turnbull, 
and Breakapear, which last was the original name of our 
countryman, Pope Hadrian the Fourth. 

"Harman," observes V erst egan, " should rightly be 
Heartman, to wit, a man of heart or courage." It 
also signifies a soldier or constable, in both which 
vocations "heart, or courage" is necessary. Holman 
may be f Wholeman,' a man of undeniable valour
a man, every inch of him. Analogous to this etymology 
is that of the patrial noun Alman or German, which, 
according to Verstegan, ff is as much to say as A.LL or 
WHOLLY MAN," attributed to that nation "in regard 
to their great manliness and valour." 

In some of our provincial dialects a Dummerelor 
Dumbrell is a silent person, and Dunch means deaf or 
dull. The not very dissimilar name of Dench means, 
in the north of England, squeamish or dainty. Smelt, 
though the name of a fish, is more probably the A.-S. 
adjective signifying gentle, placid, mild. t To colI/ 
in the North, is to saunter, to idle j hence a Coller is 
an idler. 

:Surnames of the descriptive class assume a very 
ludicrous appearance when ranged in a list and fol
lowed by the baptismal name; for example: 

Black Barnabas, Careless Eliza, 
Brown Benjamin, Godly Obadiah, 
Blunt Timothy, Long Sarah, 
Bonny Simon, Perfect Lucy, 

* Bal is an O. E. word still used in Sussex and elsewhere for any thick 
stick or blndgeon, unde cricket-bal. 
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Proud Fanny, 
Pretty Jane, 
Peerless Peter, 
Savage Solomon, 

Sterne Nicholas, 
Smart Isabella, 
Sharp Walter, 
Wild Caleb. 

147 

Nor is the effect much less odd with such names as 
the following: 

Bachelor Mary, 
Champion Anna, 
Duke Dorotby, 
Friend Jonathan, 
Fisher Anne, 

}'armer Laura, 
King Caroline, 
Pope Susannah, 
Squire Marmaduke, 
Wheeler Emma. 

But to return: Wight is strong, and Doughty for
midable, (A.-S. dohtig.) 

" Lordynges, lysten, and you sbal here, 
You shall well beare of a knight, 
That was in warre full wygAl, 
And dOllflAtye of his dede." DOfDlfJlJeU • 

. Many names of Welsh or Gaelic origin, common in 
England, have similar meanings: thus, More, great; 
Begg, little; Roy, red; Duff, Dove, Dow, Dee, black; 
Bane (whence belike Baynes), white or fair; Vaughan, 
little; Moel, or Mole, bald; Gam, crooked; Fane, 
slender; Grimm, strong; Goug!', red; Gwynne, white; 
Greig and Gregg, hoarse; Gleg, quick; Balloch, spotted 
in the face.' 

There are certain surnames which I have the greatest 
difficulty in assigning to any particular class. Gladman 
may have been the appropriate name originally applied 
to some jocund individual; though an esteemed cor
respondent suggests two other origins for it; namely, 
I, that it is a corruption of (clad-man) clothman; and 
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2, that as 'gley'd' or 'gleed,' in Scotland, means 
squinting as applied personally, or crooked as applied 
to things inanimate, a gledeman might be either a 
squinting man or a crooked' man. What shall be said 
of Deadman, which must be acknowledged to be the 
most absurd name ever bestowed upon living creature ? 
The somewhat similar name of Dudman occurs in that 
celebrated burlesque poem, "The Tournament of 
Tottenham," and Bailey defines it as "a malkin or 
scare-crow, a hobgoblin or spright I" 
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CHAPTER IX. 

OF SURNAMES DERIVED FROM BAPTISMAL NAMES. 

" Maia de cea denominations individuelles et fugitives, comment Ie sont 
formes des noms de famille permanents ?"-SALVBRTB. 

YONE must have remarked the 
great number of names of this kind. 
Who is there among my readers who 
does not immediately call to mind some 
score or two of Edwardses, Johnsons, 
Stevenses, and Harrisons, in the circle 

of his acquaintance? Yet such names are far more 
common than at first sight they appear to be, as I shall 
prove before I arrive at the end of this Chapter; for 
in addition to all or nearly all the personal, Christian, 
or baptismal names antiently in use, a number truly 
surprising of modifications of such appellations has be
come part aud parcel of our hereditary nomenclature. 
This feature is by no means peculiar to us. It obtains 
among the French, Germans, aud other continental 
nations, and is nowhere more observable than in the 
nomenclature of ancient Rome. Salverte has remarked 
that there was scarcely one family name (nomen) which 
did not arise from either a prrenomen or a cognomen, 
by simply changing the termination into ius, as Marcus, 
Marcius, Quintus, Quintius. He even goes so far as 
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to say that all Roman names (nomina) terminated in 
ius originally: such names as Peducaeus, Annaeu8, 
having been in their primitive form Peducaius, An
naius, &c. That this ius signifies C son' must be ad
mitted by all, but whether it is derived from the Greek 
VlO(:, as maintained by one or two writers, I leave to 
abler etymologists to determine. 

Among the English surnames which have been de
rived from baptismal names are the following: 

Ahel, Bryan, 
Abraham, Cecil, 
Ahsolom, Charles, 
Adam, Christopher, 
Adelard, Clement, 
Adolphus, Cuthbert, 
Adrian, Daniel, 
Aldred, David, 
Ale{lJanaer, Dennis, 
Allen, Derick, 
Ambrose, Donald, 
Amos, Dunstan, 
Andrew, Edgar, 
Anthony, Ellis, 
Arnold, Evan, 
Arthur, Everard, 
Aubrey, Eustace, 
Bardolf, Fabian, 
Baldwin, Francis, 
Barnard, Frederick, 
Bartholomew, George, 
Basil, Gerard, 
Benjamin, Gervaise, 
Boni/ace, Gideon, 

Giles, 
Gilhert, 
Goddard, 
Godfrey, 
Godwin, 
Gregory, 
Griffith, 
Guy, 
Henry, 
Herhert, 
Hilary, 
Howell~ 
Huhert, 
Humphry, 
Isaac, 
James, 
Jeffrey, 
Lamhert, 
Lawrence, 
Launcelot, 
Leonard, 
Lewis , 
Madoc, 
Malachy, 

Martin, 
Matthew, 
Maurice, 
Meredith, 
Meyrick, 
Miles, 
Morgan, 
Moses, 
Nathan, 
Neale, 
Nicholas, 
Noel, 
Oliver, 
Oshern, 
Osmond, 
Owen, 
Paul, 
Percival, 
Philip, 
Ralph, 
Randal, 
Raymond, 
Reynard, 
Reynold, 
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Rice, 
Richard, 
Roger,
Roland, 
Sampson, 
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Saull, 
Silvanus, 
Simeon, 
Simon, 
Solomon, 

Swithin, 
Sylvester, 
Theobald, 
Thomas, 
Titus, 

Valentine, 
Vincent, 
Vyvian, 
Walter, 

&C. 

Great numbers of these have been assumed in the 
genitive Clise, as John Reynolds, for John the son of 
Reynold, James Phillips, for James the son of Philip; 
others have been corrupted in various ways; thus, 
Bennet from Benedict, Cutbeard from Cuthbert, Bryant 
from Brian, Emary (whence Emmerson) from Almeric, 
Errey from Eric, &c. Others seem to be French cor
ruptions of Latin names, as Stace from Statius, Aurel 
from Aurelius, Gell from Gellius. 

Those who are conversant with documents belonging 
to the middle ages, are well aware of the disposition 
that then existed to make the father's christian name 
the surname of the child. Even at a much more recent 
date, the sire-name was frequently preferred to the sta
tionary surname of the family. In Dr. Fiddes's 'Life 
of Cardinal Wolsey,' Edmund Bonner, bishop of London, 
is called Dr. Edmunds, and Stephen Gardiner, bishop 
of Winchester, Dr. Stephens. These prelates, indeed, 
had no children; but such instances may serve to show, 
nevertheless, with what facility christian names would 
pass into surnames in cases where there were children.* 

Camden has a list of surnames, formed of such fore
names as are now obsolete, and only occur in Doomsday 
Book and other records of antient date. From this list, 
and from another by Dr. Pegge in the Gentleman's 
Magazine for 1772, p. 818, I select such as I have 
myself met with, omitting from the Doctor's catalogue 

* Notes of a Bookworm. 
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those names which are still common as christian names, 
and adding others. * 

ANSTIS (Anastasius). 
AVSCOUGH, ASKEW (Asculphus). Huskisson = 

Askew's son? 
AUCHER. 
ANSELL (Anselm). 
AUSTIN (Augustine). 

BAYNARD. 
BRAND (Su. ekron.) 
BENNET (St. Benedict). 
BRANDON. 
BALDRIC. 
BARDOLPH. 
BARC'HARD (Belchard). 
BARRINGER· (Berengerius). 
BERN!lRS. 
BRYANT (Brient). 

COLEMAN (Bede). 
CADMAN (Credman). 
CHRISTIAN. 
CALFE. 

DEGORY. 
DURRANT (Durandus). 
DREW (Drogo). 
DODD. Whence Dodson, 

* Prom this enumeration I also omit many of the names called by 
Camden" Christian names in use about the time of the Conquest," such as 
Huting, Howard, Talbot, Pipard, Poyntz. What, I ask, are these but 
IUrnames 1 Does not the fact of such names occurring singly in Doo7Mday 
Book, add weight to the opinion I expressed at page 29 ? 
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EDOLPH (Eadulph, Sa:IJ. Ckron.) 
ELLIS (Elias).· 
ELMER (.~lmer). 
EVEREST, EVERY, EVERETT and VERRY (Everard). 
EACBARD (Achard, Doomaday). 
ETTY (Eddy). 
EDLIN (Atheling). 
EADE, EADES (Eudo). 

FULKE (Fulco). 
F ARAND, FARRANT (Ferdinand). 
FOLKARD, FOLKER (Fulcher}.t 
FREEMAN (Fremund). 

GIRTH. 
GODWIN, GOODWIN. 
GOODRICH. 
GoODLUCK (Doomaday). 
GRIMES (Grime). 
GUNTER (Ingulpkus). 
GAMBLE (Gamel, Sa:IJ.) 
GRIM BELL (Grimbald). 

HASSELL (Asceline). 
HESKETH (Hascuith). 
HARMAN (Sa:IJ. Ckron.}-See page 146. 
HODE, HOAD, HOOD (Odo). 
HAKE (Haco). 
HAMLIN (Hammeline). 
HARDING (lngulpk.) 
HAMM.OND (H8Jllon). 

• The Ellises of Yorkshire consider themselves to be snrnamed &om 
Elileuz in Normandy. 

t FULCBJUl is evidently the origin of Fullaga,.. 

7§ 
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HARVEY (Herve). 
HEWARD. 
HERWARD. 
HUBERT. 

INGRAM (Ingelram). 
!vE. 

JARVIS (Gervaise). 
JERNEGAN. 
JOLLANDE. 

KETTLE (Chetell, Doomaday). 
KILLICK (Calixtus). 

Lucy (Lucius). 

MALLET (Sate. ekron.) 
MAYNARD. 
MASSEY (Macey, Doomsday). 
MERVYN (Mertin). 

ORSO (Urso)~ whence Fitz-Urse. 
ODY (Odo). 
ORME. 
OTHER. 

Run (Ralph). 
REYNER (Reinardus). 
RAYMOND. 
ROTHERY (Rodericus). 
ROLLE (Raoul). 

STIGGINS (Stigandus or Stigand), whence Stiggson. 
SAER, now SAYERS. 
SEARLE (Serlo). 
SEllAR. 
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SEWELL (Sewallus). 
SEAWARD (Siwardus).* 
SWAIN (Sweyn). 
SEABRIGHT (Sigebert). 
SELWYN. 
SAVERY (Savaricus). 
SANKEY (Sancho). 
SEM.PLE, SAM POL (St. Paul).. 
SAMPIERE (St. Peter). 
STYDOLPH (St. Edolph). 
SAMAND (St. Amado). 
SIMBERD (St. Barbe). 

TANKARD (Tancred). 
TIPPLE (Theobald). 
TIPPET (the same). 
ToLY (St. Olave). 
TERRY (Theodoric). 
Tovy. 
TURROLD, 01' TURREL (Thorold). 
TUDOR, Welsh (Theodore). 

ULMER. 

VIVIA.N. 

WISHART (Wiscard). 
WADE. 
WARNER. 
WIM.BLE, WIMBOLL (Winebald, Doomsday.)t 

* This was also a name of office: the ADglo-Suon Saeweard was a high 
admiral, who !rept the UtI against pirates. The surname is likewise fouud 
in the forms of Saward and Seward. 

t Wimbledon, in Surrey, is probably the I." or enclosure of one 
Winebald, a Suon. 
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In the remarkable discovery of Anglo-Saxon coins 
of the eleventh century lately made near Alfriston, 
co. Sussex, among the names of the moneyers occurring 
on the reverses, are several which are still extant as 
family names in this part of the country; e.g.-

BRIDD (of Hastings). A family of Breeds is still 
resident in that town. 'Brid' is the A.-S. form of 
Bird. 

WULGAR, now written Woolgar and Woollg~r. 
BOGE, hodie Bogue. 
WULMER, now Woolmer. 
SWETMAN, now Sweatman and Sweetman. 
ELARD, hodie Ellard. 
DUNNING has preserved its original orthography for 

upwards of eight centuries. * 
We have a few surnames from Welsh names, as 

Cradock (from Caradoc), Chowne (from Chun), Merricks 
and Meyrick (from Meirric), Meredith, and Mad03J, 
corrupted to Maddicks, 'whereby hangs a tale.' " Are 
you acquainted with mathematics?" asked a young 
pedant of a country acquaintance. "No," was the 
reply; "I know Tom Maddicks and Wall Maddicks, but 
as to Matthy, I never heard tell on him before." 

Next in order come the names terminating with SON, 
as Adamson, Johnson, HenrysDn, Clementson, Richardson, 
Philipson, &c. whose derivation is clear, together with 
Heardson, Crowson, Quilson, Wagson, &c. from cor
rupted names, or from names no longer in use. Many 
of these were doubtless assumed before the Conquest, 
as we find Grimkelson, Gamelson, &c. in the time of 
Edward the Confessor, if not earlier. The Norman 
PITZ, a corruption of PILS, was used in the same way, 

* II; should be observed, however, that several of these names occur on 
coins not struck in this part of England. 
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and among the conquered Saxons was sometimes adopted 
instead j thus Sweynsonne and Hardingsonne became 
Fitz-Swain and Fitz-Harding;* generally however the 
PITZ denotes a Norman extraction. Sometimes, but 
rarely, SON was appended to a profession, trade, title, 
or condition, as Dukeson, Clarkson, Cookson, Wrightson, 
Smithson, Masterson, Stewardson, Hindson, and Widowson. 

In Scotland there are several names analogous to 
these, as McMaster, McKnight, McPriest, McQueen. 
McBride seems to perpetuate a scandal; but what 
shall be said of McCamhridge and McQualfer! It 
may well be supposed that some of these are cor
ruptions. 

The / PITZ or SON conjoined to a female name is 
thought to denote illegitimacy, as Fitz-Parnell, Fitz
Emma; Anson, Eveson, Emson, and Nelson, from Ann, 
Eve, Emma, and N el' or Eleanor. t So also Susans, 
Maudlins (Magdalene), Anne, Avis (Hawisa), Grace, 
Hannah, Pegge, that is Margery, Betty, Sail, Nance, 
Mary, Rachel, Jane, and the like. But it should be 
remembered, that the Romans occasionally used their 
mother's name, when bom in wedlock, and that our 
Henry the Second called himself Fitz-Empress. 

Other names are formed of, and upon, the cant or 
abbreviated Christian names j (tt pardon me," saith 
Master Camden, "if I offend any, for it is but my 
coniecture,") as Nat for Nathaniel, Bill for William, 
Wat for Walter, and many such like, which you may 
learn of nurses! Whether these odd monosyllables were 

* .. The use of the prefix PITZ has, with propriety, been revived in mo
dern times. The eldest son of Harris, Earl of Malmesbury, is, by title of 
courtesy, Viscount Fitzharris." 

t Some of these apparently female names are possibly corruptions of 
masculine ones; thus Anson may be Hanson-Nelson, Neilson, &c. 
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originally applied to children* as terms of endearment, 
and thus acquired the appellation of nurse-names, I 
cannot say. Camden favours this opinion. They 
"seem," says he, "to proceede from nurses to their 
nurslings; or from fathers and maisters to their boyes 
and &eruants: for as according to the old proverbe 
Omnia herua BertUJ monoaylla/nu, in respect to their 
short commands; 80 Omnia BeTUUS hero monoaylla/nu, in 
respect to the curtoIling their names." 

The Anglo-Saxons sometimes shortened proper names 
ill this planner: e. g. Saba for Saeborht; Totta for 
Torhthelm, Sicgga for Sigefrith or for Sigibed, Eda for 
EMwine, lElIe for lElfwine, &c. " Weare led to be
lieve," observes Mr. Kemble, "in the gradual reception 
by bodies of men of such misnomers as delight us in 
our nurseries, and to accept the ways of society in very 
early periods, not indeed as child-like but as childish." 

In the fifteenth century these misnomers were so 
commonly applied that they were even introduced into 

* How came such names as the following to be appropriated to birds, 
quadrupeds, and fishes ? 
Jack-Daw. 
Mag-Pie (Margaret). 
Cllick-a-Biddy (Bridget). 
Hedge-Mike (Michael), the hedge-

sparrow. 
Jack-A". 
Poll-Parrot. 
Dicky-Bird. 
Neddy-ABB. 
Till, a cat (Theobald). 
Thm-Cat. 
Gill, a cat (Shakspeare, Henry IV 

-Gilbert). 

BolJ ; RolJin, theredbreast. 
Jaclf-Hem, the heron, 
Will, the sea-gull. 
Reynard, the fox. 
Jenny-Wren. 
Thm-TU, the titmouse. 
Jaclf, the pike. 
Do6lJin, a horse (Robert). 
Billy- and Nanny-Goat. 
Pili» (Philip), a sparrow. (Skelton.) 
Jack-A"il, a species 01 crab. 
ThlJ1Jy-Cat (Tabitha). 

Even inanimate things, as machines, bear similar appellations; witness 
Roruting-Jaclf and Spinning-Jenny' 
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legal documents. Personages of some distinction are 
called indifferently Roger and Hodgkyn, Walter and 
Watkyn, in the course of the same deed. Monarchs 
themselves deemed it no slight to be thus miscalled; 
thus our later Henries were frequently designated 
Harry. The poet Gower has the following verses on 
the occasion of Wat Tyler's insurrection, which are 
curious as containing several of these abbreviated names 
in a Latin dress: 

.. W ATTB vocat, cui THOI(A venit, neque SYI(IIE retardat, 
BATque, GIBBE simul, HYKKB venire subent: 

COLLB furit, quem BOBBE juvat, nocumenta parantes 
Cum quibus ad damnum WILLB caire volat, 

GBIGGB rapit, dum DAVIB strepit, comes est quibus HOBBE, 
LARKIN et in media non minor esse putat; 

HUDDS ferit, quem JUDDB terit, dum TIBBB juvatur, 
JACKB domosque viros vellit, en ense necat," &0. 

Andrews has rendered these lines in the following 
humorous manner: 

.. WAT cries, TOI( flies, nor SYI(KIN stays aside; 
Aud BATT and GIBB and HYKB, they summon loud; 

COLLIN and BOB combustibles provide, 
While WILL the mischief forwards in the crowd; 

GBBG hawls, HOB bawls, and DAVY joins the cry, 
With LABKIN not the least among the throng; 

HODD drubs, JUDD scrubs, while TIB stands grinning by, 
And JACK with sword and fire-brand madly strides along I" 

The names of the class of which I am now treating 
are exceedingly numerous, as EIGHT, TEN, or even PIP

TEEN surnames are sometimes formed upon a single 
Christian name. The name of William, indeed, is the 
basis of no less than TWENTY-NINE such names, as will 
be seen by referring to the list I am about to place 
before the reader. Besides the syllable SON, annexed 
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to the cant names SIM, WILL, HODGE, &c. "we have 
three principal terminations j KIN, OT, and COCK, as 
Simkin, Wilmot, Hedgecock. Of the first two it is only 
necessary to state that they are diminutives j -kin being 
derived from the Flemish,* and -ot from the French. 
Thus Timpkin stands for " little Tim" or Timothy, and 
Adcot for "little Ade," or Adam. 'But the termination 
COCK is not 80 easily disposed of. Camden appears to 
derive it from the male of birds: hence among his 
names deduced from the "winged nation," he places 
Alcocke, Wilcocke, and Handcocke; but, so far as I am 
acquainted with our provincial dialects, those are not 
names locally assigned to any particular species of birds, 
as some others (sbrillcock, stormcock, &c.) are well 
Known to be. We must therefore look elsewhere for 
the origin of the termination . 

. Considerable discussion on this subject took place in 
the pages of the Gentleman's Magazine some years since, . 
the substance of which is given below. 'A correspondent, \ 
J. A. C. K., in an article published in that periodical 
in the number for May 1837, (speaking of the great 
number of surnames of which COCK is a component 
syllable, observes, that "many of them are evidently 
borrowed from the animal creation, as PEACOCK, em
ployed to designate a vain, showy fellow j WOODCOCK, 
applied to a silly coxcomb j and SUILCOCK, that is 
shrillcock, a Derbyshire provincialism for the throstle. 
BOCOCK or BA WCOCK, is, of course, nothing more nor 

* Ii may be remarked that names with this or a similar termination are 
still very numerous in Holland. There is a great similarity between the 
family nomenclature of that country and our own, especially in those 
names which have Christian names as their basis. Thus Symonds is 
Simmonds; Huygens, Higgins; Pieters, Peters, &c. The termination -lOll 

is found in most of the languages of Gothic origin. 
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less than the French Beaucoq, fine fellow." ALCOCK. 
BADCOCK. DRA WCOCK. GROCOCK. SLOCOCK. this sapient 
scribbler casts aside as "indelicate;" "LUCCOCK or 
LUCKCOCK," he continues. It probably denotes some 
lucky individual (I) With respect to HITCHCOCK. it 
appears to have been synonymous with woodcock. and 
employed to signify a silly fellow • • . . . GLASSCOCK. 
ADCOCK, M ULCOCK. bid defiance to all etymology, unless 
the termination be a corruption of eot.· Thus Glasscock 
becomes GJas-cote, Adcock. At-cote, &c. .• . . . • . It 
seems highly probable that ATCOCK and ALCOCK, 
H ICCOCK and WILCOCK, are but varieties of Atcot and 
Alket, Hickot and Wilkot, the familiar terms At and 
Hal, Hick and Will, for Arthur, Henry, Isaac, and 
William. As far as relates to the latter name, Wilcock, 
I am decidedly of opinion that such has been its ori
ginal form, corroborated as it is by the surnames of 
Wilcockes and "Wilco:con, still existing amongst us." 

This communication led to a second, (Gent. Mag. 
Sept. 1837,) in which the writer observes, thatJonly 
six out of the ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY names contain
ing this mysterious syllable can be assigned to the 
animal creation; while he is inclined to think many of 
the names local, being derived from cock, a hil1ock: 
Cockburn. the burn by the hillock; Cockham, the ham
let by the hillock: so also Cockfield, Cocksedge. Cock
wood, &c.· The reader will remark that in this article 
the examples are chosen from such names as have COCK 
for their initial, and not for their final, syllable. and 
therefore do not aid our inquiry; although the deriva
tion of Cockburn, &c. is probably correct. 

J. G. N. in a third article on the same topic, (Gent. 
Mag. May, 1838.) remarks that;oj;he word "often occurs 
in the records of this country under the various forms 
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of Coo, Koc, Ie Cok, Ie Coq, &c., answering in fact, to 
the Latin COqUU8, more usually, during the middle 
ages, written Cocus, and while the greater number of 
those antient professors of the culinary art have modi
fied their orthography to Coke, or Cooke, or Cook, 
others have evidently retained the final c, and thus 
assimilated their names to the victims instead of the 
lords of the kitchen. Hence we proceed to COCK, 
COCKS, and Cox.'" He then quotes the Great Rolls of 
the Exchequer for 25 Hen. III, 1241, in which one 
Adam Coc or Cok is commissioned by the king to 
superintend certain repairs at Clarendon palace, U and 
to instruct the workmen, so that the kitchen and stables 
might be enclosed within the outer wall." Having hit 
upon this clue, he thinks it leads to an "explanation 
of some of the names ending in COCK, as Meacock, the 
MEAT-cook (I) Salcock, the SALT-MEAT-cook (I I) Srocock, 
the SLow-cook (! II) and Badcock, the IMPERFECT-cook 
(! I ! !) ..••• Grococke is the GROSS or wholesale cook 
• . . or, perhaps, le gros coc, or fat cook (! I) and those 
compounded with Christian names are thus readily 
accounted for. Wilc031 will be William the Cook; 
HANCOCK, Johan the Cook; SANDERCOCK, Alexander 
the Cook; J EPFCOCK, JeWry the Cook, &c. * The 
ALLCOCKS may be descended from Hal the Cook, unless 
their great ancestor was Aule COCU8, the Hall-Cook." 
Some others, he thinks, have originated from names of 
places, as LAYCOCK from Lacock, in Wiltshire, &c. &c.; 
others from the bird, from their being persons of noisy 
or pugnacious dispositions, or perhaps from their prac
tice of early rising (I) COCKERELL (he justly says) is 

• If Christian names were ever so compounded with vocations, how is 
it that we have no such names 88 Han·SIUTH 88 well 88 Hancock i Will
MILLBB as well as Wilcock i &mder.TAILoB 88 well 88 Sandercock? 

Digitized by Google 
, i' 



FROM: BAPTISMAL NAMES. 163 

derived "from cockerel, a young or dwarf bird of that 
species." 

II Ariel. Which of he, or Adrian, for a good wager, first begins to crow? 
8eIJ. The old cock. 
Ant. The cockrel. 
Sell. Done: the wager ?" TempeBi, Act ii, Scene i. 

That Peacock, Woodcock, and a few others, are 
derived from birds, is unquestionable, seeing that we 
have the congenerous names Raven, Finch, Sparrow, &c. 
from that source; and that others are corruptions of 
cot, cannot, I think, be denied; but that COCK, as a 
termination, has aught to do with cocus, col)., or cook, 
is a supposition perfectly ridiculous. As to J. G. No's 
record in the Exchequer Rolls, it is a most amusing 
piece of nonsense to imagine that the said Adam Coc 
was the royal cook. Who indeed ever heard of a cook's 
possessing any architectural skill beyond what is re
quired in the construction of the walls of a gooseberry 
tart or a venison pasty? Besides, what had a cook to 
do with walling in the royal stables? We have just 
as much right to assume that he was the king's farrier. 
But even admitting this same Adam's surname to have 
been originally derived from that neoessary office of the 
kitchen, does it at all explain Meacock, Salcock, &c. ? 
I do not consider the question deserving of a serious 
reply.* 

What then is the meaning of COCK? Why, it is 
simply a diminutive, the same as OT or KIN. This 
opinion I had formed long before I saw the correspond
ence just noticed, and it is supported by numerous 

* Let me not be understood as entertaining the slightest disrespect for 
1. G. N., who occupies a deservedly exalted station in English archlleOlogi
cal literature. Homer himself sometimes sleeps. 
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proofs. I do not profess to assign a satisfactory mean
ing to all the names with this termination; yet I think 
I have been successful in affixing that of five sixths of 
all such names as I have ever met with. And I doubt 
not that the remainder might be explained with equal 
facility were not the Christian names of which they are 
the diminutives extinct. Badcock and Salcock in 
J. G. N.'s list are evidently "Little Bat," that is, 
Bartholomew; and " Little Saul," which, however 
unenviable a name, was sometimes used by our ances
tors. In like manner we may account for Wilcocke or 
Wilcox, "Little William," Allcock, "little Hal or 
Harry," Luckock, H little Luke," and the rest. * My 
old friend, N. Bailey, <I>,~o~0'Y0~' whom I have found 
very useful in these matters, has not the word cock in 
this sense, but he has the low Latin terms Coca, a little 
boat, and Cocula, a small drinking cup, which I think 
help me a "little." The term, in its simple form, was 
probably never used except in a familiar colloquial 
manner, and in this way the lower orders. in the south 
of England are still accustomed to address "little" 
boys with It Well, my little Cock," a piece of tautology 
of which they are not at all aware. 

In Lincolnshire a little fussy person is called a 
Cockmarall, and in other districts any diminutive per
son is designated Cock-o-my-Thumb. The true meaning 
of the much debated expression Cockney seems to be a 
spoilt or effeminate boy. "Puer in deliciis matris 
nutritus-Anglice a koktna)]."t 

* 'A correspondent reminds me that" OCB: is still a common diminutive 
in Scotland, as Willock, Lassock, Nannock.". This suggestion enables us 
to account for Pollock, Mattock, and Baldock, which are evident modifi. 
cations of Paul, Matthew, and Baldwin. 

t MS. in BibL Reg. quoted by Halliwell. 
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In Scotland, a cock-laird is a landowner who culti
vates the whole of his estate; a little or minor laird. 
Nor must we forget the use of this mysterious syllable 
in the antient nursery-rhyme of--

Ride a eock-horae 
To Banbury Cross, &c. 

where little horse is evidently intended. I was long 
puzzled with the surname Co:r:e, which I have now no 
hesitation in calling a synonyme of Little. Mr.CoxDEAD 
is probably Mr. LITTLE-HEAD, (in contradistinction, I 
presume, to Mr. GREATHEAD. What a pity it is the 
syllables of that gentleman's name were not trans
posed, for he might then stand a fair chance of ob
taining the preferment of HEAD-COOK in J. G. N.'s 
kitchen !-

* I thought I had settled the true etymology of tbis termination-cocK; 
but from the correspondence of several literary friends I find tliat it atill 
remains a moot point. It would be no difficult matter to gossip over an 
additional half-dozen of pages in a similar style to the preceding; but as 
the tendency of such discussions is rather to darken than to elucidate the 
subject in hand, I deem it most prudent to leave the matter to the decision 
of the reader. I cannot however resist the temptation to quote a few ob. 
senations with which I have been favoured by the secretary of the Gaelic 
Society of London •• " CocA, the Welsh for red," says that gentleman, 
U makes in English, CO$ and COCkB." •••• U They"-namely, the surnames 
in COCK-u are merely Gaelic, Cornish, and Welsh terms (! I), expressive 
of personal qualities slightly modified into English, as-

" 8mlit. 
Algoch, great, Alcock, 
Stangoch, pettish, Siancock, 
Magoch, clumsy ur large-fisted, 

Maeock and Meaeock, 
Bacoch, lame, Baeock. 
Leacoch, high-cheeked. Ltzyeock, 
Lucoch, bow-legged, Lveock, 
Peacoch, gay, handsome, Peaeock. 

".tlll~. 
Bochog. blob-cheeked, Poeock, 
Bachog, crooked, Bacock, &C. &c." 
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But lest I should be accused of making "much ado 
about nothillg," I proceed to set down my list of 8On
names, nurse-names, and diminutives, which I hope 
will furnish some amusement to the reader :-

From ADAM are derived ADAMS, Adamson, Ade,* Adye, 
Adey, Addis, Addy, Addison, Adcock, Addiscot, 
Addiscock, Adkins, and Addecott. 

ABRAHAM, Abrahams, Abramson, Mabb, Mabbs, 
and Mabbot. 

ARTHUR, Atts, Atty, Atkins, Atkinson, and 
Atcock; perhaps also Aitkin and Aikin. 

ANDREW, Andrews, Anderson, Henderson. 
ALDRED, Alderson. 
ALEXANDER, Sanders, Sanderson, Sandercock, 

AIlix, AIken, Alley. 
AINULPH, Haynes, Hainson. 
ALLAN, Allanson, Hallet, Elkins, Elkinson. 
ANTHONY, Tony, Tonson, Tonkin. 
BEN.JAMtN, Benn, Benson, Bancock, and Ben

hacock. 
BALDWIN, Ball, Bawcock, Baldey, Baldock, 

Balderson, Bawson. 
BARTHOLOMEW, Batts, Bates, Batson, Bartlett, 

Batcock, Badcock, Batty, Batkin. 
BERNARD, BernRJ'ds, Bernardson, Barnard, 

Barnett, t Berners. 
CHRISTOPHER, Christopherson, Kister, K;.itts, 

Kitson. 
CUTHBERT, Cuthbertson, Cutts. 

* Adam is usually abbreviated to Ade in the Nonarnm Rolls, and other 
antient records. 

t Often 80 corrupted. 
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CLAPPA, an obs. Saxon name, Clapp, Clapps, 
Clapson.* 

CRISPIN, Crispe, Cripps. 
CLEMENT, Clements, Climpson. 
CHARLES, Kell, Kelson, Kelley. 
DIGORY, Digg, Digges, Diggins, Digginson, 

Tegg? 
DROGo, Drew, Dray, Drayson, Drocock. 
DODA, an obsolete Saxon name, Dodd, Dodson. 
DONALD, Donaldson, Donkin. 
DENNIS, Denison, Tennison. 
DANIEL, Dann, t Daniels, Tancock. 
DUNSTAN, Dunn (if not from the colour). 
DAVID, Davey, Daffy, Davison, Davis, Dawes,t 

Dawkins, Dawkinson, Dawson, Davidge, (i. e. 
David's,) &c. 

EDWARD, Edwards, Ethards, Edes, Edkins, 
Edwardson, Tedd. 

ELIAS, Ellis, Ellison, Elliot, Elliotson, Elson, 
Elley, Ellet, Lelliot. 

ED),ruND, Edmunds, Edmundson, Munn, Monson. 
EUSTACE, Stace, Stacekyn. 
FRANCIS, Frank, Frankes. 

* Clapbam, in Surrey, is the lu.zm or house of 'Clappa,' a Saxon, who 
held tbe manor temp. Con/ellllOrU. 

t Unless it be from Dan, an antient title of respect from the Lat. 
Dominus. 

:t A correspondent protests against the derivation of Dawes from David, 
and quotes the' Glossaire' of Roquefort: "Awe; eau, riviere, fontaine, 
etang, AQUA ;" adding that the name was spelt with an apostrophe, 
D'Awes, so lately as 1724, by Sir William D'Awes, archbishop of 
Canterbury. I still think, however, that in many instances Dawes is a 
simple' nurse-name:' without it I do not see how we can get our Dawson, 
Dawkins, Dawkinson, &c., any more than we can get Hawkins and 
Hawkinson from Henry \\ithout the intermediate Hawes. 
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From FERGUS, Ferguson. 
GIDEON, Gyde, Giddy, Giddings, Giddies,Geddes. 
GILBERT, Gill, Gillot, Gilpin, Gibb, Gibbs, 

Gibbon, Gibbons, Gibson, Gubbins, Gibbings, 
Gipp, Gipps. 

GlLES, Gillies, Gilkes, * Gilkin, Gilkinson. 
GREGORY, Gregg, Gregson, Grocock, Gregorson, 

Griggs. 
GODARD or Godfrey, Godkin, Goddin, Goad. 
GEOPFRY, Jeffenon, Jeffson, Jepson, Je.Jfcock, 

Jeffries, Jifkins. 
HENRY, Henrison, Harry, Harris, Herries, 

Harrison, Hal, Halket, Hawes, Halse, Hawkins, 
Hawkinson, Halkins, Allkins, Haskins, A.lcock, 
Hall (sometimes). 

HUGH, Hewson, Hugget, Huggins, Hugginson, 
Hewet. 

JOSEPH, J oskyn, J uggins. 
JOHN, Johnes, Jones, Johnson, Johncock, Janson, 

Jennings, Jenks, Jenkins, Jenkinson, Jack, 
Jackson, Jux:on, Hanson, Hancock, Hanks, 
Hankinson, J ockins. 

JUDE, Judd, Judkin, Judson. 
JOB, Jubb, Jobson. 
JACOB, Jacobs, Jacobson, J eakes. 
JAMES, Jamieson. 
JEREMY, Jerrison, Gerison, Jerkin. 
ISAAC, Isaacs, Isaacson, Hyke, Hicks, Hixon, 

Higson, Hickot, H'Ulcock (q. d. Isaac-ocK), 
Hickox. 

LAWRENCE, Larry, Larkins, Lawes, Lawson, 
Lawrie. 

* When the initial G is soft, thOle namel above asigned to Gilbert 
probably belong to Giles. 
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From LUKE, Luckins, Luckock, Lucock, Locock, Lukin, 
Luckin, Luckings, Luckett. 

MATTHJn'f", Mathews, Matheson, Matson, Madison, 
Mathey, Matty, Maddy. 

MAURICE, Morrison, Mockett, Moxon. 
MARK, Markcock, Marks. 
NICHOLAS, Nichol, Nicholls, Nicholson, Niekson, 

Nixon, Cole, Colet, Colson, Collins, * CollIson, 
Glascock, Glasson. 

NEAL or NIGELL, Neale, Neilson, Nelkins. 
NATHANIEL, Natkins. 
OLIVER, Olliver, Oliverson, Olley, Nolls, Nolley, 

Nollekins. 
PETER, Peterson,Pierce, Pierson, Perkin,Perkins, 

Purkiss, Perk, Parkins, Parkinson, Peters, Parr, 
Porson, Parson (sometimes). 

PHILlP, Phillips, Philps, Phelp, Phipson, Phipp, 
Phipps, Phippen, Philpot, Phillot, Philco:r:,t 
Philippo, Phillopson, Philipson. 

PAUL, Paulett, Pallett, Pawson, Porson, Pocock, 
Palcock, Palk, Pollock, Polk.t 

PATRICK, Patrickson, Paterson, Patson, Pattison. 

* • Colline,' Fr., a hill, may be the origin of this name. 

t .. PiUycoclr, PU1!lcoclr, sate OR a hill, 
If he's not gone, he sits there still." 

From the • Nursery Rhymes of England,' by Mr. Halliwell, who observes 
thatthis word also occurs in (MS. Harl. 913) a manuscript of the fourteenth 
century. It is probably an older form of Philcox. 

t Mr. Polk, late President of the United States, is the third in descent 
from a Mr. Pollock. POWELL, generally regarded as a contraction of the 
Welsh Ap-Howell, may with equal probability be deduced from Paul. 
Indeed Puwel is a common orthography of the latter name: 

.. After the text of Crist, and Puwel and Ion." 
Wright', ClIaueer, 7229. 

I. 8 
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From RALPH, Rawes, Rawson, Rawlins, Rawlinson, 
Rason, Roaf.-

RANDOLPH, Randalls, Rankin, Ranecock. 
RHYS (Welsh), Ap Rhys, Price, Apreece, Preece, 

Brice. 
RICHARD, Richards, Richardson, Ritchie, Rickards, 

Hitchins, Hitchinson,Hitchcock, Dick, Dickson, 
Dixon, Dickens, Dickinson, Dickerson. 

ROBERT, Robins, Robinson, Roberts, Robertson, 
Robison, Robson, Roby,Dobbs,Dobbie,Dobson, 
Dobbin, Dobinson, Hoby, Hobbs, Hobson, 
Hobkins, Hopkins. 

ROGER, Rogers, Rogerson, Hodges, Hodgson, 
Hodgkin, Hodgkinson, Hoskin (?), Hodd, 
Hodson (if not from Odo), Hudson. 

REYNOLD, Renolds, Reynoldson, Raincock. 
SAMUEL, Samson, Samkin. 
SWEYNE, Swaine, Swainson, Swinson. 
SIMON, Simmonds, Simpson, Simmes, Symes, 

Simcock, Simpkin, Simpkinson. 
STEPHEN, Stephens, Stephenson, Stercock (?), 

Steen, Steenson, Stimson, Stinson, Stiff (?), 
Stebbing, Stubbs, Tiffany. 

SILAS or SILVESTER, Silcock. 
TIMOTHY, Tim, Timms, Timmings, Timpson, 

Timpkins. 
THOMAS, Thom, Tom, Thoms, Thompson, Thomlin, 

Thomlinson, Tompkins, Tampkins (a northern 
pronunciation), Thompkisson, Thompsett, 
Tampsett (northern). 

TOBIT, Toby, Towes, Towson, Tobfn, Tubbe, 
Tubbes. 

TURCHETIL, Turke. 

* See Paston Letters. 
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From THEOBALD, Tibbald, Tipple (a murderous corrup
tion),* Tipkins, Tibbs, Tippet! Tibbats. 

WALTER, Walters, Watt, Watts, Watson, Watkins, 
Watkinson, Watcoc1c. 

WILLIAM, Williams, Williamson, Wills, Wilks, 
Wilkins, Wilkinson, Wickens, Wickeson, Bill, 
Bilson, Wilson, Woolcoc1c, W oolcot, Wilcoc1ce 
and Wilcox, Wilcoc1cson, Wilcoxon, Willet, 
Willmot, Willy, Willis, Wylie, Willott, Till, 
Tillot, Tilson, Tillotson, Tilly, Guilliam. t 

APPARENTLY DERIVED FROM FEMALE NAMES: 

From AGATHA, Agg. 
ALICE, Alee and Alison. 
AGNES, Annis. 
BARBARA, Babb. 
KATHERINE, Kates. 
MARGARET, Marjory, Margerison, Margetts, 

Margetson, Margison, Maggs, Magson. 
MARY, Moll, Malkin, Makius, Makinson, Molson, 

Maycoc1c (?). 
NIB and IB are French nurse-names for Isabel, 

whence Nibbs, Niblett, Ibson, Ibbotson. 

Such names as these are supposed to denote the 
illegitimacy of the original bearers. Natural children 
among the Romans took their mothers' names, and 
Ol1r own laws sanction the same practice. In the 

* At Heathfield, in Sussex, is a place called Tipple's Green: in old 
writings it is called Theobald's. 

t The baptismal name is so spelt by Leland. " By the wich churche 
enhabited of old tyme a gentilman, Johannes de St. Winnoco. After, the 
lordes Hastinges wer owners of it, and they sold to GuiUiam Lowre's 
gret grandfather now lyving."-Itin. Cornwau. 
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Swiss canton of Appenzel a law prevails compelling 
illegitimates to bear the name and bourgeoisie of their 
mother, and they accordingly use such designations as 
"Pagan, fils de Marie," or, more simply, "Pierre, fils 
de sa mere,"-a name implying, according to Ducange, 
that the father's name was unknown. 

On the other hand, and for the bencfit of such as 
bear these names, but who object to this insinuation 
of the bend sinister into their pedigree, I would observe 
that the rule above alluded to does not always hold 
good. The Romans often gave their sons and daughters 
names representing those of their mothers: "In many 
Roman inscriptions," as Salverte remarks, "it is seen 
that a son with equal respect and tenderness towards 
both the authors of his being, employed after his own 
name the maternal designation as well as the paternal."· 
In the town of Montdoubleau in France (dep. de Loire
et-Cher) immemorial usage has given to a younger, or 
to the youngest, child, the surname of the mother; and 
other instances might easily be adduced. The ana
logous practice of bearing the armorial ensigns of the 
mother when she was an heiress or belonged to a higher 
rank than the father, is familiar to the student of our 
medieval heraldry. 

We have already seen that the Romans frequently 
formed one name from another by elongation, as 
Constans, Constantius, Constantinus, a series of names 
exactly parallel to our Wilks, Wilkins, Wilkinson; 

* Since the tria nomina are becoming nearly as indispensable among 
us as they were in old Rome, I would suggest to parents the desirableness 
of making the mother's maiden surname the lecond appellative, as • John 
RlUllell Smith.' Were such a practice general, how much assistance would 
be rendered to future genealogists! And as I wish to promote by humble 
example what I recommend in words, I have given all my own children 
the maternal surname in this manner. 
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and a still farther analogy is observable in the Mmes 
which end in POR, which is said to be a contraction of 
Imer: hence Publipor, Marcipor, Lucipor, and our own 
Johnson, Wilson, and Richardson, originated in the 
same principle. 

There is no reason to suppose that the abbreviated 
or nurse-names implied any disrespect to the persons 
to whom they were given, or that the Dicks and 
Dicksons were less respectable than the Richards 
or Richardsons of olden times. The Lincolnshire 
innkeeper mentioned by Camden laboured, therefore, 
under a mistake ;-but let Mr. Clarencieux tell his 
OWD story: 

" Daintie was the deuice of my host of Grantham, 
which would wisely ma.ke a difference of degrees in 
persons, by the termination of names in this word 
Son, as between Robertson, Robinson, Robson, Hobson; 
Richardson, Dickson, and Dickinson; Wilson, Wil
liamson, and Wilkinson; Jackson, Johnson, Jenkinson, 
as though the one were more worshipfull than the 
other by his degrees of comparison." 

Some christian names have been oddly compounded 
with other words to form surnames, as Goodhugh, 
Matthewman, Marklave, Fulljames (perhaps Foljambe), 
Harryman, Cohhledick, (on J. G. No's theory t Dick 
the Cobbler I') Jackaman, and Dulhumphrey! 

The name of John has at least seven of these 
strange appendages, viz.: LittleJOHN, MickleJoBN, 
UpJOBN, PretteJoBN, AppleJoBN, ProperJoHN, and 
BrOWDJOHN I! I I cannot consider these last corrup
tions of other names, as the prefixes seem to be all 
significant and descriptive. Indeed so common is the 
forename JOHN, that before the invention of regular 
surnames, these sobriquets might have been given with 
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great propriety, for the sake of distinction, to as many 
inhabitants of any little village. Thus the least John 
of the seven would be the Little John of the locality; 
while Mickle (that is great) John would be a ,!ery ap
propriate designation for the most bulky of the number; 
John at the upper end of the street might be called 
U p-J ohn i Pretty John was, I suppose, the beau of the 
village i while the goodman who had the best orchard 
was styled Apple-John; * Proper-John, no doubt, 
answered to his name, and was R model of propriety to 
all the youth of the parish it while, to complete the list, 
Brown-John possessed a complexion which would not 
have disgraced a mulatto. All this may be rejected 
by profound etymologists and grave and solemn anti
quaries as inconsidera\C trifling, though to the good
natured 'gentle reader' it may appear quite as slJ.tisfactory 
as some of their more recondite speculations. 

The foregoing paragraph had been twice in print 
before the etymology of a very curious name, which I 
had often seen, occurred to me, as being similar- I 
mean Grosjean, which literally signifies 'Big or Fat 
John,' and is still applied in France by way of sobriquet 
to any self-important person. The occurrence of this 
name in another language seems a strong proof of my 
hypothesis. It is by no means uncommon in England. 

* I may remark, in support of this etymology, that I once knew a penon 
who was famous for growing an excellent kind of potatoes, on which 
account he was often spoken of by his rustic neighboun as Tater-John! 
;ipplejohn, in Shakspeare's time, was the name of a species of apple • 
.. Do I not bate? Do I not dwindle?" says Falstaff; .. why my skin 
hangs about me like an old lady's loose gown; I am withered like an old 
Apple.John."-Hen. IV, act iii. 

t Sometimes • proper' signified handsome; as" Moses was a proper 
chi1d."~H"b, xi, 23. "Aproper youth and tall."-Old Ballad. 
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CHAPTER X. 

OF SURNAMES DERIVED FROM NATURAL OBJECTS.' 

[t]NE would suppose that when almost I every description of locality, whether 
. town, village, manor, park, hill, dale, 

bridge, river, pond, wood or green j 
every dignity, office, profession and 
trade; every peculiarity of body and 

of mind, and every imaginable modification of every . 
christian name, had contributed their full quota to the 
nomenclature of Englishmen, the few millions of 
families inhabiting our island would· have all been 
supplied with surnames; but no: the thirst for variety 
(that charming word!) was not yet satisfied; and con
sequently. recourse was had to 

.. objects celestial and things terrene, 
The wondrous glories of the firmament, 
And all the creatures of this nether Bcene, 
Beasts, fishes, birds, and trees, in beauteous green 
Y clad, and even stones-- ." 

Accordingly # we find the names of the heavenly 
bodies, beasts, birds, fishes, insects, plants, fruits, 
flowers, metals, &c. &c. very frequently borne as sur
names. \ I shall first attempt a classification of these 
nam~s under their various genera, and then offer some 
remarks on their probable origin. 
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I. From the HEA.VENLY BODIES, Sun, Moon, Star. 

II.' From QUA.DRUPEDS; 

Ass, * r}3eur, Buck, Badger, Bull, Bullock, Boar, 
Beaver, Catt, Colt, Coney, Cattle (I), Cow, CalJe, Deer, 
Doe, Fox, Fawn, Goat, Goodsheep, Hart, Hogg, Hare, 
Hound, Heifer, Kine (I), Kitten, Kydd, Lyon, Leppard, 
Lambe,t Leveret, Mare, Mule, Mole, Oxen (I), Otter, 
Oldbuck, Panther, Puss, Poodle (I), Palfrey, Pigg, Roe
buck, Ram, Rabbit, Roe, Setter, Steed, Stallion, Steere, 
Squirrel, Seal, Stagg, Tiger, Wildbore and Wetherhogg., 

Some names of animals now obsolete, or only used in 
our provincial dialects, are retained in surnames, as-

Brock, a badger, in various dialects.' In others it 
means an inferior horse, and ,. hence," says Kennett, 
,. the name of 'brockman' in Kent, i. e. horseman." 
The surname Brockman is still in use, but I think 
analogy (see p. 119,) is in favour of the 'brockman' 
of old having been a hunter of badgers. The Wicliffite 
version of the N. Test. renders Hebr. xi, 37, ,. Thei 
wenten about in hrok skynnes, and in skynnes of 
geet.>' + 

* This Is mentioned 88 a surname by one or two authorities: I must 
confess I have never met with it. 

t Charles Lamb, in reply to the question, "Who first imposed thee, 
gentle name?" comes to the conclusion that his ancestors were shepherds! 

t See more in Halliwell's Diet. and Way's Parv. Prompt. in voc. Brock. 
Both this word and 'stot' are employed by Chaucer to designate beasts 
of draught. 

"Thay seigh a cart, that ehargid was with hay, 
Which that a carter drof forth in his way. 
Deep was the way, (or which the cart stood; 
The carter smoot, and cryde 88 he wer wood; 
'Hayl, lJrok; hayt, ,tot; what spare ye for the stones? 
The fend,' quoth he, 'now fech body and bones!' " 

Wright" Chauc. 7121, &c. 
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'Todd, a for (see p. 119). 
Talbot, a mastiff;' a familiar heraldric term. 
Gray, another provincialism for the badger. 
(Clutterbuck, which I have heretofore assigned to 

this class, is supposed by Mr. Talbot* to be a local 
name from the A.-S. and German 'cluttr,' 'kluttr,' 
clear, pure, transparent, and' beck,' a little stream.) 

. Fitchett, a stoat or polecat. 
Stott, a young ox. 
Veal (in Anglo-Norman records, Le Veal), a calf. 
Moyle is the O. E. for any labouring beast, and Capel 

is an old word, signifying a strong horse j' hence Chaucer, 

.. And gave him caple, to his carte." 

In an antient It ballade of Robyn Hood" we have, 

"Yonder I heare Syr Guy's home blow, 
It blows 80 weI in tyde; 

And yonder he comes, that wight yeoman, 
Clad in hys CAPUL-BIDB." 

I have not found the name of Mouse in modern 
times, but "Ie Mouse" occurs in the N on arum Rolls . 

. One of the most singular designations I ever met with 
is that of a gentleman of fortune in Kent. His family 
name was Bear, and as he had maternal relatives of the 
name of Savage, his parents gave him the christian 
(or rather un-christian) name of Savage! Hence he 
enjoyed the pleasing and amiable name of Savage 
Bear, Esquire 7 ! 

. Not content with having appropriated the names of 
the living animals, our ancestors sometimes, oddly 
enough, adopted the terms applied to their flesh, 
&c. when dead, as Mutton, Tripe, Pig/at, Gammon, 

* English Etymol. 
8§ 
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Brawn, Giblets, Hogajlesh, * and Bacon. These two last 
were once borne by two innkeepers at Worthing, then 
a very small town i whereupon a rustic poetaster penned 
the ensuing most elegant stanza: 

II Worthing ia a pretty place, 
And if I'm not mistaken, 
If you can't get any butcher's meat, 
There's HOfHfteI" and Bacrm /". 

III. "Surnames derived from BIRDS are fully as 
numerous as those from quadrupeds: 

Bird, Blackbird, Bunting, Buljinch, Buzzard, Bar
nacle, Bustard, Coote, Crane, Cock, Cuckoo, Crake, 
Chick, Chicken, Chaffinch, Crowe, Capon, Drake, Duck, 
Dove, Daw, Egles, Fo'wle, Finch, Falcon, Goshawk, 
Grouse, Gander, Goose, Gosling, Gull, Goldfinch, 
Hawke, Howlett, Heron, Herne, Jay, Kite, Linnet, 
La1'ke, Mallard, Nightingale, Peacock, Partridge, Phea
sant, Pigeon, Parrot, Raven, Rooke, Ruff, Swan, Sparrow, 
Swallow, Sparrowhawk, Starling, Stork, Swift, Turtle, 
Teale, Thrush, Throssel, Wildrake, Wildgoose, Wood
cock,t Woodpecker, Wren! . 

Obsolete or Provincial Names of Birds used as sur· 
names:-

Culver (A.-S.), a pigeon, whence the local names 
Culverhouse (dove-cot), Culverwell, &c. 

Bisset (Fr.), a wild pigeon. 
Hensltaw (0. E. 'hernshaw i' in blazon, 'heronsewe'), 

• 'The mistress of a ladies' seminary in a fashionable watering-place, 
who used to advertiae her establishment under thia name, now spells it 
Ho',ftcsh' • 

t Woodcock was an unfortunate name. It was often given by way of 
sobriquet to vain and silly people, from the vulgar notion that the bird 
designated by it was 6rllinlcl/8' 
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a young heron. One family of this name bear the 
allusive coat of three herons.* 

Popjay (0. E. 'popinjay'), a parrot. Shooting at 
the popinjay was a favourite amusement among our 
antient toxophilites. 

Carnell, a bird, but of what species I am not quite 
certain. Hone mentions a Christmas carol com
mencing, 

.. As I passed by a river side, 
And as I there did rein (ramhle), 

In argument I chanced to hear 
A caf'flal and a crane." 

"A cardnell volant" occurs in Bossewell's t W orkes 
of Armorie,' 1572. "€bl!~ Il!ttIt bl!rbt i~ btrt 
ftgurtb, g~antt a ~abt of tbt tbi~t(t, for 
tbat ~bt ll!bttb bl! tbt ~tabt~ of tbtm, unde 
illi inditum nO'lJlen. .j)bt batl) a rtbbt btabt, 
ptaloWt wingt!S, lli~tfnctt Witb wbttt anb 
blamt." In the margin is placed the word Carduelis 
(a linnet), but the description evidently refers to the 
goldfinch. It is not so likely that cardnell or carnell 
is derived from t carduus/ a thistle, as the old herald
rist imagines, as that it comes from cardinal, in allusion 
to the hood of red with which nature has invested this 
sprightly and beautiful little bird. 

* .. HB DON'T KNOW A HAWK FROM A HANDSAW" is a proverb often 
applied to an ignoramus. For lIand8aw read lIernBlIaw. The saying ori
ginally and primarily referred to ignorance of a favonrite sport-that of 
falconry-when the said ignoramus could not discriminate between the 
hawk and itB prey. I cannot help just remarking here that several of our 
most vulgar proverbs had a worthier origin than would appear at first 
sight. For example, .. To lie called O11er tile coalB," in the sense of being 
questioned upon some alleged fault-apparently a meaningless expression 
-loses all its coarseness when we associate with it tile ordeal lIy fire, so 
much in use among our medieval ancestors. 
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Spink is a provincialism for chaffinch. probably bor
rowed from the peculiar note of the bird. 

Goldapink, a goldfinch. 
Guilliam, a provincial name for the sea-gull j it is 

also an O. E. orthography for William. (See p. 171.) 
Pocock is peacock. Chaucer's t Yeman' was 

" clad in coote and hood of grene 
A abef of pocolr arwea bright and kene, 
Under his belte be bar full thriftily." 

Hannah (A.-S. thana'), a cock. 
Goss (A.-S. t gos'), a goose. 
Laverock, a lark. 
Balchin in the midland and western counties means 

an unfledged bird. 
Pye, which might be supposed to be derived from 

the bird so called, is a corruption from the Welsh Ap
Hugh-u in that language having sometimes the sound 
of y. This name is exceedingly common in some dis
tricts of England and Wales, a fact that can excite no 
surprise in anyone who tt marks the conclusion" of the 
following epitaph from Dewchurch near Kevenol: 

" 11)50. 
Here lyeth tbe 

Body of Jolm Pye 
of Minde, 

a travayler in far countryes, 
bia life ended; he left be. 
hind bim Walter, his son, 

beire of Minde; a bundred and 
six yeares he was truly, and had 

'0fI8 and daughter. two andforty I" 

. Corhet, the name of more than one eminent family 
in the North of England, is raven.' In Scotland, the 
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name. both of the bird and the family. is varied to 
Corby.· The reader who is versed in the old Scottish 
ballads will call to mind that of the Twa Corbies. which 
for tragic effect and wildness of diction is unequalled. 
and which, for the benefit of those to whom it may be 
new. I shall here take the liberty to introduce. 

"I:bt €bla ~orbttl1. 
As I gaed doun by yon house-een', 
Twa Corbie, there were sitting their lane; 
The ane unto the tother did say :-
'0 where shall we gae dine to-day?' 

o doun beside yon new-faun birk, 
There, there lies a new-slain knicht; 
N ae livin' kens that he lies there, 
But his horse, his hounds, and his ladye fair. 

His horse is to the hunting gane, 
His hounds to bring the wild deer hame ; 
His lady's taen another mate; 
Sae we may mak. our dinner sweet I 

o we'll sit on his bonny breist-bane, 
And we'll pyke out his bonny grey een j 

Wi' ae lock 0' his gowden hair 
We'll theek our nest when it blaws bare I 

Many a ane for him maks mane, 
But none sail ken where he is gane; 
Ower hi' bane, when they are bare, 
The wind aallblaw for l!f1ermair /" 

. So numerous are the names derived from this source 
that in a small congregation of dissenters at Feversham.· 
co. ,-Kent. there were lately no less than twenty-three 
names taken from the cc feathered nation." their pastor •. 
a very worthy man. ,bearing the singularly appropriate 
name of Rooke! . 
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"_I)o'a bt t!)t iJar~oune!" 
"I," quot!) pC Itooftt, 
"Ept!) mp littel lIoob, 

tlnlJ I'a lit pt ~ar~onnt." 
Nurle'lU Rom/llllll qf Cocke &WytI! 

Many names of this sort have been the subjects of 
excellent puns, among which may be noticed the fol
lowing," "When worthy master HERN, famous for his 
living, preaching and writing, lay on his death-bed, 
(rich only in goodness and children,) his wife made 
womanish lamentations what would become of her little 
ones? 'Peace, sweetheart,' said he, C that God who 
feedeth the ravens will not starve the herns ;'-a speech 
(says Fuller) censured as light by some, observed by 
others as prophetical; as indeed it came to pass they 
were all well disposed of!' Akin to this were the 
words of John Huss at his burning j who, fixing his 
eyes steadfastly upon the spectators, said with a solemn 
voice-" They burn a goose, but in a hundred years a 
swan will arise out of the ashes:" words which many 
have regarded as a prediction of the reformer of 
Eisleben j the name of Huss signifying a GOOSE, and 
that of Luther a SWAN. 

The following is of a more humorous cast. As 
Mr. Jay, the eminent nonconformist divine of Bath, and 
his friend Mr. Fuller were taking an evening walk, an 
owl crossed their path, on which Mr. Fuller said to his 
companion, "Pray, sir, is that bird a jay?" "No, 
sir," was the prompt reply; "it's not like a jay,-it's 
fuller in the eyes, and fuller in the head, and fuller all 
over 1"* 

... Since the above was written, a correspondent informs me that the 
same story is told "by that excellent old English classic, Miller, hight 
Joseph, reading however Woodcock for Jay." 
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It is related in Collins's Peerage that a certain un
married lady once dreamed of finding a nest containing 
seven youngftnches, which in course of time was realized 
by her becoming the wife of a Mr. Finch, and mother 
of seven children. From one of these nestlings is de
scended the present earl of Winchelsea, who still retains 
the surname of Finch. 

IV. 'From FISHES. 
Bream, Burt, Base, Cod, Crabbe, Cockle, Chubb, Dol

phin, Eel, Flounders, Gudgeon, Grayling, Gurnard, 
Haddock, Herring, Jack, Ling, Lamprey, Mullett, 
Minnow, Pilchard, Plaice, Piper, Pike, Perch, Pikerell, 
Ray, Roach, Sharke, Sturgeon, Salmon, Sole, Scate, 
Smelt, Sprat, Seal, Trout, Tench, Whiting, Whale; to 
which may be added FUlh and Fisk, the latter being 
the true A.-S. form of the same word .. 

V .. From INSECTS and REPTILES. 
Bugg, Bee, Beetle, Cricket, Emmett, Flea, Fly, Grubb, 

Moth, Spider, Wasp, Worms, and Blackadder.· 
Some of these again are probably corruption8, but 

the first, at least, is of antient use as a second name, 
for Mr. Kemble mentions an Anglo-Saxon lady named 
Hrl>thwaru, who bore the sobriquet of' Buege' (cimex, 
bug,) "perhaps (as Mr. K. jocularly observes) upon the 
principle of that insect being 'a familiar beast and a 
friend to man.''' 

VI .. From VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS (omitting the 
names of trees, already mentioned.) 

Ashplant, Almond, Bays, Barberry, Balsam, Bramble, 
Brier, Beet, Budd, Bean, Broome, Codlin, Clover, Cran
berry, Cabbage, Clove, Cherry, Cockle, Darnell, Damson, 
Daisy, Ferne, Fennel, Flower, Flowers, Flax, Furze, 
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Grain, Garlick, Gourd, Grapes, Holyoak, Hip, Herbage, 
Hempe, Ivy,* Ivyleaf, Lily, Laurel, Leaf, Leeves, Leek, 
Millet, Medlar, Melon, Nutt, Nuts, Nettle, Oates, Onion, 
Orange, Olive, Pepper, Peppercorn,t Peascod, Pease 
(lately among the M. P.'s), Primrose, Peach, Pippin, 
Plum, Plant, Poppy, Parsley, Quince, Quickset, Raisin, 
Rue, Row(a)ntree, Rose, Seed, Stock, Straw, Sorrell, 
Sage, SpinageJ Spice, Savory, Sweetapple, Tares, Thlip, 
Thistle, Violets, Vetch, Weed and Woodbine •. 

* Holly and Ivy were penonated in the antient holiday games. III 
Hone's Mysteries is the following quotation from a MS. carol, called "A 
Song on the Holly and the Ivy." (p. 94.) 

II Nay, Ivy, nay, hyt shal not be I wys, 
Let HOLY hafe the maystry; as themanerys: 
HOLY stand in the halle, Cayre to behold 
IVY stond without the dore she is ful sore acold. 

Nay, Ivy, ""y, <te. 

HOLY and IIYII mery men, they dawnsyn and they syng, 
IVY and liar maydYIIII, they wepyn and they wryng. 

Nay, Ivy, ""y, <te." 

In the Gentleman's Magazine for 1779, a correspondent, under the name 
of Kitty Curious, describes an odd kind of sport which she witnessed in an 
obscure village in Kent on the festival of St. Valentine. The girls and 
young women were assembled in a crowd, burning an uncouth effigy which 
they called a Holly Boy, and which they had stolen from the boys; while the 
boys reTenged themselves in another part of the village by burning a similar 
figure taken from the girls, and called an [flY Girl. The sport was carried 
on with great noise and much glee. Kitty inquired the meaning of the 
observance from the most aged people of the place, but could only learn 
from them that it was a "very old antient custom." That surnames 
were occasionally assumed from such and similar mummeries, is confirmed 
by the following short extract from Fabyan's Chronicle (edit. 1559), sub 
anno 1502: "About Mydsomer was taken a felow wych had renued (re. 
newed) many of Robyn Hodes pagentes, which namedhymselfe Grene~" 
This name is not extinct. 

t There were formerly living in two adjacent houses in Deptford Broad. 
way, Mr. Plaekrolie, a perfumer, and Mr. Peppercorn, a grocer. 
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Roser is an obsolete word for ROSE-BUSH or tree, (Fr. 
'rosier,') as the following true tale from our unsophisti
cated friend Sir John Maundevile, will show: 

"And betwene the cytee [of Bethlehem] and the 
chirche is the felde floridus; that is to seyne, the feld 
florisched : for als moche as a fayre mayden was blamed 
with wrong and sclaundred, . . . . . . for whiche cause 
sche was demed to the dethe, and to be brent in that 
place, to the whiche sche was ladd (led). And as the 
fyre began to brenne aboute hire, sche made hire 
preyeres to our Lord, that als wissely as sche was not 
gy lty of that synne, that he wold help hire, and make 
it to be knowen to aIle men of his mercyfulle grace. 
And wban sche hadde thus seyd, sche entred in to the 
fuyer; and anon was the fuyr quenched and oute; and 
the brondes that weren brennynge becomen REDE 

ROSERES j and the brondes that weren not kyndied, 
becomen WHITE ROSERES fulle of roses. And theise 
weren the first RoSERES and roses, both white and rede, 
that evere ony man saugh." 

There are several other surnames which at first sight 
appear to belong to this class, but which really belong to 
others. Of these some are local, as Barley, a parish in 
Hertfordshire, Smallwood, in Cheshire, &c. Lemon 
and Peel would look well enough in juxta-position 
among vegetahle surnames, but the truth is that neither 
of them belongs to the category. Of Peel I have 
already spoken among local names, and Leman is a cor
rupt spelling of the o. E. 'lemman,' a paramour or 
mistress, a word of frequent occurrence in Chaucer. 
Filhert and Pear, again, are corruptions of the French 
proper names Philibert and Pierre. 

Lis and Blanchflower (Fr.), 'lily' and 'white-flower,' 
might be added to the foregoing list. 
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VII. 'From MINERALS. 

Alum,* Amber, Bru8, Corall, Chry8tal, Coale, Copper, 
Diamond and Dymond, Free8tone, Gold, Garnett, Gravel, 
Irona, Jewell, Pewter, Silver and Steele. 

Clay, Chalk, Flint, Stone, Sanda and Whet8tone,' are 
local names, and therefore do not belong to this 
class. 

Hone is an old spelling of 'hand.' 
Coke has nothing to do with charred coal: it is the 

old orthography of COOK:-

" A COI[E they badden with hem for the nones 
To boile the chickelles and the marie-hones, 
He coud-e roste and sethe and boile and frie, 
Maken mortrew-es and wei bake a pie." 

Chaucer, Prologue. 

Having thus classified the surnames which are iden
tical with names of natural objects, it is our next duty to 
inquire in what manner they have got into our nomen
clature. After much research I have arrived at the 
conviction that their assumption is traceable to at least 
four different causes. 

I. Some were given to, or assumed by, the original 
bearers, as emblematical of their characters, as Lyon, 
FotlJ, Lambe. 

II. Others were sobriquets in allusion to some inci
dent in their personal history. 

III. Some were borrowed from the blazonry of the 
warrior's shield. . 

IV. The majority were adopted from inn and traders' 
Signa. 

In this chapter I shall discuss the two former 

* Perhaps local. Alum Bay, Isle of Wight. .tlilam is a nursename of 
Absolom. 
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branches only. The third and fourth are connected 
with artificial objects, and to prevent confusion must be 
treated separately. . 

• The Greeks and Romans frequently applied the names 
of animals to persons who were supposed to bear some 
resemblance to them in the main features of their cha
racter. Among the latter people such names as Leo, 
Ursinicua, Catullus, Leporius, Aper, Gallus, Picus, Falco, 
are sufficiently abundant. The Persian name Cyrus 
means a dog, and may. possibly .be related to our 
English word CUR) And it is a singular and humorous 
coincidence that the nurse of Cyrus bore a name sig-

. nifying bitch I . Among less civilized races the same 
practice prevailed. The antient Germans, and the 
American Indians of the present day may be mentioned 
as instances. Verstegan says, "The pagan Germans, 
ESPECIALLY THE NOBLEMEN, did sometimes take the 
names of beasts, as one would be called a Lion, another 
a Bear, another a Wolf, &c." 

'One of the most widely-spread names of this kind is 
. Wof/e, which occurs in the classical, as well as in many 
modern, languages, as Av/Co~ (Gr.), Lupus and LuPA. 
(Lat.), LOUPE (Fr.), WULP (Sax.), and GUELPH (Germ.) 
-the surname of the existing royal family of Great 
Britain. * The old baronial name of LOVEL is from the 

* Siste Viator I and read the SUbjoined most veritable history! " Iii. 
lold in the chronicle., tllat fIIIfar lJack fIIIlhe day. qf Charlemagne, one Covnt 
I.erWrand, wlio reBided near the lAIte qf Comtanee, mel an old woman wlio 
had gillen lJirth 10 three children at once, a circtAmBtaJ&CII which appeared 10 
him BO porlentOtlB and unnatural, that he fIII.ailed her with a torrent qf 
alivBe. Stung to fury lJy hiB inBUlt., .lie curBed the Covnt, and wiBlied Ihal 
h" wife, tlien enceinte, might llring at a lJirth fill many children fill there are 
mont'" in tlie year. Tlie imprecation wa.fulfilled, and tlie CovnteB' lIecame 
the mother qf a dozen babe. at once. Dreading the vengeanee of her .tllleNI 

lord,.lie lJadeher alJigail go drown elevenoJ the twelve. But whom 8hould the 
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same source. The original name of that family was 
Perceval, from a place in Normandy; until Asceline, its 
chief, who flourislied in the early part of the twelfth 
century, acquired, from his violent temper, the sobriquet 
of Lupus. His son William, earl of Yvery, was nick
named LUPELLUS, the little wolf, which designation was 
softened into LUPEL, and thence to Luvel, and became 
the surname of most of his descendants. * Fosbroke 
mentions the name of Archembaldus Pejor-Lupo, 
Archibald Worse-than-a- Wolf! but does not. give his 
authority. t A seal lately found at Colchester bears the 
figure of a wolf carrying oft' a ram, with the not very 
complimentary legend, s' ROBERTI DIeTl LVPI, 'the 
seal of Robert called the Wolf.' 

. The female name' Ursula' signifies little-she-bear
not a very good denomination for a saint I Ursula 
Shebeare, a name I have somewhere met with, is, in 
sound, rather agreeable than otherwise, but, etymologi
cally, how dreadful r The expression 'a bear,' some
times applied to an unamiable specimen of the genus 
homo, is repulsive enough; a 'she-bear' is still more 
odious; but when two sIte-bears unite in one of nature's 
gentlest works, what word is sufficiently strong to ex
press our abhorrence? 

girl meet, while on this horrihle errand, but the Count himself, who, sus
pecting that all was not right, demanded to know the contents of the 
basket. "Welfen," was the intrepid reply, (i. e. the old Germau term for 
puppies, and now traceable in our word whelps.) Dissatisfied with this 
explanation, the Count lifted up the cloth, and found under it eleven bonny 
infants nestled together. Their unblemished forms reconciled the scrupu
lous knight, and he resolved to recognise them as his lawful progeny. 
Thenceforward their children and their descendants went by the name of 
Guelph or Welf; and from these identical little innocents does our liege 
lady Victoria inherit her cognomen."-Newapaper Paragraph. 

• Burke's Extinct Peerage. t Encyc. of Antiq. p. 429. 
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Lftpa was the naDie given as a sobriquet to the wife 
of Faustulus and the nurse of Romulus and Remus, on 
account of the rudeness of ~er temper. Hence the 
well-known fable of those illustrious twins having been 
suckled by a she-wolf. Many of the classical tales of 
antiquity doubtless originated in similar misapprehen
sions; so also, let us charitably hope, did some of the 
most incredible miracles of medieval times. The case 
of the virgin-martyr Undece,nilla having given rise to 
the story of the eleven thousand virgins is generally 
known. 

" We should think Ass and Sow not very elegant 
names," observes the witty author of Heraldic Anoma
lies, "and yet there were persons of respectability at 
Rome who bore them-no less indeed than the Corne
lian and Tremellian families. The former got the name 
of Asinia by one of the family having agreed to buy a 
farm, who, being asked to give pledges for the fulfilment 
of his engagement, caused an ass, loaded with money, 
to be led to the Forum as the only pledge that could 
be wanted. The Tremellian family got the name of 
Scropha or Sow, in a manner by no means reputable; 
but by what we should call, in these days, a hoax, and 
a very unfair one into the bargain. A sow having 
strayed from a neighbour's yard into that of one of the 
Tremellii, the servants of the latter killed her. The 
master caused the carcase to be placed under some bed
clothes, where his lady was accustomed to lie, and, when 
his neighbour came to search for the pig, undertook to 
swear that there was no old sow in his premises, except 
the one that was lying among those bed-clothes, which 
his neighbour very naturally concluded to be the lady 
herself. How the latter liked the compliment the his
tory does not relate, but from that time the Tremellii 
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acquired the cognomen of Scropha or Sow, which 
became afterwards so fixed a family name as to make 
sows of all their progeny, both male and female." 

One of the Fabian fanrily received the name of 
BUZZARD (Buteo), because a bird of this species (always 
regarded as a good omen) happened to fall upon the 
vessel in which he was making a voyage. Comnus is 
an example, more generally known, to which I shall 
have occasion to refer in my next chapter. 

These instances illustrate the first and second causes 
of the use of such names in my classification, as far as 
relates to animals; and the following remark is equally 
relevant of those belonging to the vegetable kingdom. 

In the early periods of the Roman republic, when 
the plough was regarded as only second to the sword, 
and 'Bonus Agricola' was equivalent to 'Vir Bonus,' 
some of the noblest families adopted their family names 
from their having cultivated particular kinds of vege
tables, as the Fabii, Pisones, Lentuli, and Cicerones, 
who were respectively famous for the excellence of their 
beans, peas, lentils and vetches. * 

Our Anglo-Saxon ancestors sometimes gave as 
sobriquets to individuals the names of birds. Mr. 
Kemble mentions two ladies of those times who bore 
the appellations of Crow and Duck (Crawe and Enede.) 
With respect to the latter, Mr. K. most gallantly ob· 
serves, "I would rather believe that modem slang had 
an antient foundation, than suggest that the lady's walk 
or gait had anything to do with the appellation." 

. With respect to the more modem and regular sur· 
names of this sort, I would remark, that they generally 
occur in medieval records with the Norman-French 

* Vide Adams's Roman Hist. 
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prefix 'LE,' as Roger Ie Buck, Nicholas Ie Hart, 
Richard Ie Stere, Adam Ie Fox, Peter Ie Hogge. In 
their primary application they were sobriquets, allusive, 
as in the cases above citea, either to the characteristic 
qualities of the persons, or to some incident of their 

. lives: Of the latter class various instances will be found 
in the course of these volumes. 

A few have been latinized, as Leo, Avis, M'U8 and 
Aries, and still retain that form. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

OF SURNAMES DERIVED FROM HERALD RIC CHARGES 
AND FROM TRADERS' SIGNS. 

may appear somewhat incongruous to 
combine in one chapter Surnames de
ri ved from such opposite sources as 
those indicated above, and thus to 
associate the armorial shield of the 
patrician warrior with the sign-post 

of the plebeian innholder or shopkeeper. However 
infra dignitatem such a procedure may appear, it is 
quite necessary for the developement of my subject, 
though I cannot here give my reasons for it, without 
unduly auticipating certain matters and conclusions 
which will occur before this chapter is brought to a 
close. 

I have already in another place partially discussed 
this subject, and must therefore be guilty of a little 
self-plagiarism bere.'" I would also premise that this 
chapter, although in the main supplementary to the 
preceding one, will necessarily embrace some surnames 
not borrowed from the kingdoms of Nature. 

Armorial ensigns and family nomenclature possess 

* Curiosities of Heraldry, p. 130. 
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several features in common. They originated about 
the same period, and in part from the same' causes j 
and they serve alike to distinguish one race from 
another. 

The most incurious observer must have noticed that 
. very 'many heraldric bearings coincide with the surnames 

. of the families to which they appertain. Thus the 
. Hero7UI bear herons, the Beevors a beaver, the Corbets 
- a raven, and the Hogges a boar. In all cases either the 
. coat of arms or the surname must have originated first.' 

When the surname was first adopted the arms are a 
mere play or pun upon it j and in a great majority of 
instances this is the case. A series of illustrations of 
these allusive or canting arms will be given in the Ap
pendix. At present we have only to inquire into the 
fact of certain families having borrowed their names 
from the insignia of heraldry. 

Salverte is of opinion that many of the chiefs who 
engaged in the Crusades assumed and handed down to 
their posterity names allusive to the devices which de
corated their banners of war. He also notices the fact 
that there were in Poland, in the twelfth century, two 
families called respectively Rose and Grilftn, because 
those objects formed their ensigns or armorial devices. 
Hereditary surnames were not established in Poland 
for some ages subsequently, and those two names do 
not now exist there, though the descendants of those 
who adopted them probably do. In Sweden, also, there 
is proof that the nobles followed such a practice: 
" One who bore in his arms the head of an ox assumed 
the name of OXENSTIERN (front-de-breuf), and another 
adopted that of SPARR from the cheveron which formed 
the principal feature of his coat."* 

* Salverte, i, 24 O. 
I. 9 
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" A particular instance of the armorial ensign being 
metonyniically put for the bearer of it, occurs in the 
history of the Troubadours, the first of whom was 
called the Dauphin, or knight of the Dolphin, because 
he bore this figure on his shield. In the person of 
one of his successors the name Dauphin became a title 
of sovereign dignity. Many other surnames were in 
this manner taken from arms, as may be inferred from 
the ordinary phraseology of romance, where many of 
the -warriors are styled knights of the Lion, of the 
Eagle, of the Rose, &c., according to the armorial 
figures they bore on their shields."· To this we may 
add that at tournaments the combatants usually bore 
the title of knights of the Swan, Dragon, Star, or 
whatever charge was most conspicuous in their arms.t 

" In the tournament and in the battle-field," observes 
Salverte, "a knight presented himself with the vizor 
of his helmet down, and he was only known by the 
symbol he affected to bear. The designation of this 
symbol, associated as it was with every one of his glo
rious exploits, became a veritable surname." 

. Before proceeding to more special instances in this 
country, I would refer to the classical story of the 
origin of the cognomen Corvinus, assumed by M. 
Valerius the Roman tribune, which is not wholly irre
levant of our subject. According to Eutropius, " Qui
dam ex Gallis unum e Romanis, qui esset optimus, 
provocavit. Tum se Marcus Valerius, tribunus militum, 
obtulit, et cum processit armatlls, COrvu8 ei supra dex
trum brachium sedit mox, commissa adversus Gallum 
pugntl, idem corvus alis et unguibus Galli oculos ver
beravit, ne rectum posset aspicere, ita ut a Tribuno 

* Brydson's Summary View of Heraldry, pp. 98-9. 
t Menestrier. 
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Valerio interfectus, non solum victoriam ei, sed etiam 
nomen dederit. N am postea idem Corvinus est dictus, 
ac propter hoc meritum, annorum trium et viginti 
consul est factus."* 

Eutropius is by no means an imaginative writer, and 
he doubtless delivers the story as he received it; but 
Salverte rejects it as fabulous, and observes that the 
name may be traced with much greater probability to 
a figure of the bird which Valerius placed upon his 
helmet as a crest. The distinction of a crest was pecu
liar to commanders,t and some occult virtue may have 
been ascribed to this of the tribune, as was often done 
to the swords of the heroes of romance, and thus the 
tale became current that he had achieved his victory 
by the help of a raven. 

The illustrious line of PLANTAGENET derived their 
surname from the broom-plant, the badge of their 
founder . 

. The great English family of Septvans or 'Seven-
. fans' are said to have borrowed their name from their 
singular armorials, which were wicker baskets used for 
winnowing com.' It may be objected that the num
ber of these objects borne by Sir Robert Septvans, as 
represented upon his tomb in Chartham church, co. 
Kent (1306) is but three. This does not prove, how
ever, that the number may not originally have been 

* Rom. Rist., lib. ii, cap. 6. .. A certain Gaul challenged one of the 
Romans to a single combat, which Marcus Valerius, a military tribune, 
accepted. And as he went forth armed, a raven presently settled upon 
his right arm, and, after the combat commenced, so beat about the eyes 
of the Gaul with its wings and claws, that he could not see before him; 
in consequence of which he lost his life, and the tribune Valerius gained 
the victory and a name. For thenceforth he was called C0rt7inUII; and on 
account of this service he was made consul for three and twenty years." 

t The crests of antient heroes were personal, not hereditary. 
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seven, as there are several instances 
of the diminution of a greater num
ber of charges to three in those 
times; witness the royal arms of 
France, which were originally semee

de-lis, but reduced in this century to three. • The arms 
of Trusbut are three water-bowgets, 'tres boutz,'· and 
Mr. Montagu thinks the name was taken from the 
bearings.-

. The six swallows (in French hirondelles) in the arms 
of the eminent Cornish family of A.rundel, furnish one 
of the most familiar instances of the agreement between 
the surname and the heraldric insignia of a family.' 
In a poem by William de Brito, written in the twelfth 
century (an early age, be it remembered, in the history 
both of h~raldry and of hereditary surnames), the 
Arundel of that period (about the year 1170) is asserted 
to have derived his name from the charge of his shield. 
He is represented as attacking William de Barr, a 
French knight. 

" Vidit hirundela velocior a1ite qnlll dat 
Hoc agnomen ei, fert cuju. in ~de lignum, 
Se rapit agminibus mediis clypeoque nitenti, 
Quem sibi Guillelmus IlIln prretenderat ulna, 
Immergit validam prreacutre cuspidis hastam." 

Camden', Remaiful,. 

" Swift as the swallow, whence his arms' device 
And his own name are took, enraged he flies 
Through gazing troops, the wonder of the field, 
And sticks his lance in William's glittering shield." 

C. S. Gilbert', ComwaU, voL i, p. 470. 

To this the genealogist will object that there is histo
rical evidence that the Arundels took their surname 

* Study of Heralclry, p. 70. 
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from the town of that name in Sussex; and this is 
really the case. Still our extract is not the less valu
able, as proving from contemporary evidence that the 
practice of assuming a surname from the devices of the 
warrior's shield was not unknown. 

Of the name Griffinkoof, Mr. Talbot observes, that 
it is "a literal translation of the German family name 
Greifen-klau, or the Griffin's-claw, which I conceive 
must have taken its origin from some armorial bearings 
or device assumed by that family!' Mr. Talbot then 
quotes an old Latin poem of the tenth or eleventh 
century, in which the hero is represented as sallying 
forth in quest of adventures accompanied by a single 
esquire, and bearing suspended from his neck a griffin' 8 

claw adorned with polished brass by way of a hunting
horn.* It was probably made of some "foreign material 
of unknown origin, and. upon the principle omne ig
notum pro mirijico, ascribed to the fabulous creature 
half lion, half eagle, so familiar in heraldry. Mr. Way, 
in his edition of the ' Promptorium Parvulorum,' men
tions several griffins' claws which were formerly pre
served in various public collections. The one in the 
museum of the Royal Society, Dr. Grew pronounced 
to be the horn of a roebuck or of the Ihe:c mas. 

We may fairly conclude, I think, that 8ometime8 
such surnames as Lyon, Buck, Tiger, Leppard, Hawke, 
Raven, Heron, and some others which indicate courage 
or agility, have been borrowed from the shields and 
banners of war j but let no man glorify himself with 
the notion that he is sprung from some stalwart 
Crusader who fought under his own banner at Acon; 
or descended from some doughty champion of the 

* Vide English Etymologies, p. 302. 
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tournament, until he can show proof that the founder 
of his race was not 11 craftsman or an innholder who 
borrowed his name from his own sign! 

I have only to add on this part of the subject, that 
there are a few surnames which can have no other than 
an heraldric source, such as Cheveron and Barr, in 
whose arms the' cheveron' and' bar' are the principal 
features. The naInes of Saltire, Canton, Pile, Paly, 
Billet, Maacle, are found among us, although the arms 
attached to them do not consist of the charges from 
which they seem to have been originally borrowed; 
while in some other cases, where the su~ame and arms 
agree, as in Cross, Gore, and Delves, the former may, 
with greater probability, be derived from other sources . 

. To turn to the more plebeian part of our subject
I will quote from Camden" a passage which will at 
once enable the reader to understand the origin of a 
vast multitude of our family names: 

.cr Many names that seem vnfitting for. men, as of 
brutish beasts, &c. come FROM THE VERY SIGNES of the 
houses where they inhabited; for I have heard of them 
which sayd they spake of knowledge, that some in late 
time dwelling at the sigue of the Dolphin, Bull, White
horse, Racket, Peacocke, &c. were commonly called 
Tkomaa at the Dolpltin, Will at the Bull, George at the 
Whitehorse, Robin at the Racket, which names, as many 
other of like sort, with omitting AT, became afterward 
hereditary to their children." 

To this may be added the testimony of Salverte, 
whose aid is always valuable: "Some traders," says he, 
"derived their names from the emblems they had adopted 

... Remaines, p. 102. 
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as the signs of their establishments, in the same man
ner as the nobles had taken theirs from armorial 
bearings!' 

Such signs, though now almost exclusively confined 
. to inns, were formerly exhibited over the shop-doors 

of tradesmen. \ They formed one of the most curious 
features of our towns and cities in the 'olden tyme.' 
Every quadruped from the lyon and hee-cow (I) down 
to the kedgekogge,--every bird from the eagle to the 
aparrowe,--every fY88ke of the sea, almost every object, 
in fact, artificial, natural, prreternatural, and super .. 
natural, good, bad, and indifferent, from the angel to 
the devil, lent its aid in those days to excite the atten
tion of passers-by to the various articles of commerce 
exhibited for sale. This practice has long since given 
way to the more convenient one of numbering the 
houses of every street. It is still retained in many 
towns on the Continent. 

'. The city of Malines is said to abound with signs, 
and they add much to the picturesque effect of the 
streets of that remarkable place.* Even in England 
'sOJpe faint traces of the practice remain, particularly 
in the more antique portions of old cities and country 
towns, where we occasionally find the Golden Fleece 
at the Drapers', the Pestle and Mortar at the Apo
thecaries', the Sugar-loaf at the Grocers', &C. The 
Red Hat, the Golden Boot, the Silver Canister, and 
others of that kind,' which are everywhere pretty nu
merous, are modern imitations of the antient fashion, 
and are certainly preferable to such names as 'Commerce 
House,' 'Waterloo Establishment,' and 'Albion House,' 
by which enterprising traders dignify their shops. A 

* Vide Gent. Mag. March, 1842. 
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collection of antient signs still retained in use would be 
a curious and not uninteresting document. A great 
number of them might be collected from the imprints 
of old books. 

A famous bridge built at Paris in 1609 was called 
Ie Pont aua: Oi8eaua:: it was covered with houses uni
formly built, painted with oil-colours, and distinguished 
by signs representing different birds.· 

We may fairly conclude that the names adopted 
from signs generally originated in towns, as such names 
as Field, Wood, and Grove did in the country j a con
sideration not devoid of some interest, as from it a 
conclusion may be arrived at as to whether one's an
cestors were citizens or 'rusticall men.' 

. In Pasquin's ' Night-Cap,' printed in 1612, we have 
the following lines, which show that at that compa
ratively recent date, individuals were recognizable by 
the signs of their shops; 

" Pint there is maister Peter at the Bell, 
A linen-draper and a wealthy man ; 

• Salverte. 

Then maister Thomas that doth stockings sell; 
And George the grocer at the Frying-pan; 

And maister Timothie the woollen-draper; 
And maister Salamon the leather-scraper; 
And maister Frank ye goldsmith at the RrMe; 

And maister Philip with the fiery nose. 

And mais.ter Miles the mercert at the Harrow; 
And maister Nicke the silkman at the PlotD; 
And maister Giles the salter at the Sparrow; 
And maister Dicke tlie vintner at the Cow; 

t The word Mercer is now exclusively applied to dealers in silk; hut 
its original and true meaning is a general dealer. &lspatric MercetUlriu 
occurs in this sense among the burgesses of Clithero, co. Lancaster, in the 
twelfth century. 
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And Harry haberdasher at the Home; 
And Oliver the dyer at the Thome I 

And Bernard, barber-surgeon at the Fiddle: 
And Moses, merchant-tailor at the Needle."'! 

201 

The following names are probably derived from this 
source: 

Arrow, he, Barrell, Bullhead, Bell, Block, Board, 
Banner, Bowles, Baskett, Cann, Coulter, Chisel, Clogg, 
Crosskeys, Crosier, Funnell, Forge, Fyrehrand, Grapes, 
Griffin, Horne, Hammer, Hamper, Hodd, Harrow, 
Image (the sign originally in honour of some saint, per
haps), Jugg, Kettle, Knife, Lance, Mallet, Maul, Mattock (?), 
Needle, Pail, Pott, Potts, Ptowe, Plane, Pipes, Pottle, 
Patten, Posnet (a purse or money-bag), Pitcher, Rule, 
Rainhow, Sack, Saw, Shovel, Shears, Scales, Silverspoon, 

. Swords, Tankard, Tahor (a drum), Trowel, TuM, and 
Wedge. . I would have wound up this catalogue with a 
WINCH I but that name is more probably derived from 
a place so called in the county of Norfolk. 

Most of these were inn signs, particularly those 
which are denominations of vessels for containing 
liquors, as Barrell, Pott8, Tankard, &c. In villages, in 
our own times, the trade of the innkeeper is often 
united to that of some handicraft. Hence come the 
names of tools, &c. Particular houses were formerly, 
as now, the resort of a partiCUlar class of artizans j thus 
the bricklayers would resort to the Trowel or the Hodd, 
the master of which would himself be a bricklayer; 
the carpenters to the Chisel or the Mallet; the black
smiths to the Hammer or the Forge, the tailors to the 
Needle, &c. t 

* Vide Gent. Mag. Jan. 184Z. 
t Nowadays the more pretending inn-keeping artificeR give the armo

rials of their respective crafts as signa, e. g. the Blacksmiths' Arms, tbe 
9§ 
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Phenix and Spink8 (sphinx) might probably be added 
in this connexion. 

As in the other classes of surnames, certain words 
which have become obsolete as to general use are re
tained; I would in particular notice Cow18tick (often 
refined to C08tie), Cade,* Cottrell, and Cre88et. A 
cowl is a vessel with two ears, generally made of wood, 

Carpenters' Arms, &c.; those of a less ambitious grade give the Jolly 
Tanner, the Jolly Butcher, the Jolly Blacksmith, &c. 'Armtt' are occa
sionally 'found' for callings hitherto unwarranted to bear them, as the 
Sawyers' Arms, the Navigators' Arms! There is some very queer 
heraldry recently sprnng up, especially in the vicinity of railways, as the 
Railway Armtt and the TUNNEL ARMS! ! Both these occur at Lewes, as 
does also the Mount-PIea8ant Armtt! ! ! 

• As I intend" to put into my book as much as my book will hold," I 
take an opportunity here, on mentioning the name of Code, to correct an 
error into which most of our historisns have fallen relative to that arch
traitor Jack Cade, temp. Hen. VI. They uniformly state that he was an 
Irishman by birth, but there is strong presumptive evidence that to Sussex 
belongs the unenviable claim of his nativity. Speed states that" he had 
bin sernant to Sir Thomas Dagre." Now this Sir Thomas Dagre or Dacre 
was a Sussex knight of great eminence, who had seats at Hurstmonceux 
and Heathfield, in this county. Cade has for several centuries been a 
common name about Mayfield and Heathfield, as is proved both by nume
rous entries in the parish registers and by lands and localities designated 
from the family. Mter the defeat and dispersion of his rabble-rout of 
retainers, Cade is stated to have fied into the woods of Sussex, where, a 
price being set upon his head, he was slain by Sir Alexander Iden, sheriff 
of Kent. Nothing seems more probable than that he should have sought 
shelter from the vindictive fury of his enemies among the woods of his 
native county, with whose secret retreats he was doubtless well acquainted, 
and where he would have been likely to meet with friends. The daring 
recklessness of this villain's character is illustrated by the tradition of the 
district, that he was eugaged in the rnstic game of bowls in the garden of 
a little alehouse at Heathfield, when the well-aimed arrow of the Kentish 
sheriff infiicted the fatal wound. The place is still called Cade Street; 
and the present writer once occupied for a short time the identical garden 
in which the rebel fell. 
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. and for the sake of convenience carried between two, 
on a staft', thence called a cowl-staff or cowl-stick. 
CADE is an old word for a barrel or cask, and hence a 
very appropriate sign for an alehouse or tavern. 
COTTRELL, according to Grose, is a provincial word for 
a trammel for hanging an iron pot over the fire; but 
this name, as I have elsewhere shown, is as probably 
derived from a very different source. A CRESSET was 
an article used during the middle ages by soldiers; it 
was a kind of portable beacon made of wires in the 
shape of an inverted cone, and filled with match or 
rope steeped in pitch, tallow, resin, and other infiam-
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mabIe matters. One man carried it upon a pole, an
other attending with a bag to supply materials and a 
light. Shakspeare and Milton both allude to the 
Cre8set as a familiar object: 

.. The front of heaven wu full of fiery shapes 
Of burning ere_I,." Henry IV, 1 • 

.. Pendent by subtle magic many a row 
Of starry lamps and blazing ere,"I • ." ParfJd. Loal. 

I have made the annexed sketch of a cresset from a 
description in Fosbroke's Encyclopredia: I cannot an
swer for its being very correct. A tc cresset with 
burning fire" was formerly a badge of the Admiralty. 
In the Coventry Mysteries, p. 270, we read-

.. €rtlllltt!?II, lanttm!?lI, anlJ tor4Jtll l!?tb .'. 

This name, Cresset, is the designation of at least 
one family of gentry j and should my humble lucubra
tions meet the eyes of any who happen to bear it, I 
trust they will pardon my insinuation that they are 
descended from tradesmen-vulgar persons who had 
great flaring signs over their doors-when they call to 
remembrance that all families of gentle blood must 
have been amongst the plebeian ranks of society, till 
some adventitious circumstance raised them to eminence 
and wealth. A large number of our peerage families 
are proud to record their descent from Lord Mayors of 
London, who must necessarily have been tradesmen; 
and it is probable that many of our great houses of 
Norman origin, on tracing their pedigrees beyond the 
Conquest (were such a thing possible), would find them
selves sprung from the poor and servile peasantry of 
Normandy. For pride of ancestry there is perhaps no 
antidote more salutary or more humiliating than a 

Digitized by Google 



TRADERS' SIGNS. 205 

calm consideration of the question proposed by the 
jester to the Emperor Maximilian, when engaged, one 
day, in making out his pedigree: 

-bm ~am btlheb anb iShe span, 
'Ebne luas tbm tf)e Imtlmtan? 

Bickerstaff (with its corruption Bickerstetk) was pro
bably the sign of an inn. It seems to mean a staff 
for tilting or skirmishing. (Vide Bailey's Dict. voce 
t Bicker.') In the old ballad of Chevy Chase we 
read-

"Bowmen lJicker'd upon the bent 
With their broad arrows clear." 

A Brandretk was an iron tripod fixed over the fire, 
on which the pot or kettle is placed (Halliw.) j but the 
very similar word Brandritk means a fence placed for 
safety round a well. A Hassell was an instrument 
formerly used for breaking flax and hemp. Elsewhere 
I have deduced Juhh from the personal name, Job j but 
it may be from t jubbe,' a medieval term for a vessel to 
hold wine or ale. 

"With him brought he ajulJlJe of Malvesie 
And eek another ful of wyn vemage." 

Wrighf. Clumcer, 14481. 

The singular name of Burden is probably a corruption 
of t bourdon,' a pilgrim's staff.-a very appropriate sign 
for a wayside hostelrie • 

• Several names are borrowed from habiliments of the 
person, as Cope, Mantell, Coates, Cloake, Meddlicote, 
(that is, a coat of many or mixed colours, a favourite 
fashion of our ancestors,) Bootes, Sandall, Slipper, 
Frocke, Hose, Hat, Bodicoate, Capp, Peticote, Freemantie, 
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Gaicote, and Mapes';t- I have no doubt that all these 
have been used as signs of houses, perhaps of inns; 
certain it is that there was a tavern in Southwark 
called the Tabard (a herald's coat), and a very famous 
tavern it was too, which will never be forgotten so long 
as the name of Chaucer survives . 

.. Befelle, that in that season on a day 
In Southwerk at the TABARD as I lay, 
Redy to wenden on my pilgrimage 
To Canterbury with devout corage, 
At night was come into that hostelrie, 
WeI nine and twenty in a compagnie, 
Of sondry folk, by aventure yfalle 
In felawship, and pilgrimes were they alle, 
That toward Canterbury wolden ride."t 

Startup is an obsolete name for rough country boots 
with high tops . 

.. A payre of Btartuppe, had he on his feete, 
That lased were up to the small of the legge ; 

Homelie they were, and easier than meete, 
And in their soles full many a wooden pegge." 

Thynn.e', Debate (Halliwell) • 

. Barrette (Fr.) is a cap or bonnet, and a CapeZin (Fr. 
e capeline') is another species of female head-dress .. 

Some of the names borrowed from habiliments,. 
however, were given as sobriquets to those who first set 
the fashion of wearing them. Of this we have an 
instance in Curtmantle, the surname of our Henry the 
Second, given him from his having introduced the 
fashion of wearing shorter mantles than had been pre
viously used. This rule was reversed iu later days by 
one Spencer, who gave his surname to the article bear-

* Vide Archlleologist, vol. i, p. 102. 
t Chanco Cant. Tales, Prologue. 
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ing that name ; which is said to have originated in the 
following manner: Spencer was a celebrated exquisite, 
who stood so high in these matters that he had only to 
don any particular fashion of garment, to be imitated 
by all the dandies of the day; and so confident was he 
of his influence in this respect, that he once declared 
that he verily believed that if he wore a coat without 
tails, others would do the same. He assumed this 
ridiculous vestment-so did they! 

The surname Tahherer was in all probability first 
applied to some wearer of the garment so called. Ac
cording to Nares, the name of 'tabarder' is still given 
at Queen's College, Oxon, to the scholars, whose ori
ginal dress, the tabard, was not peculiar to heralds . 

. Hugh Capet, the founder of the royal line of France 
in the tenth century, is said to have acquired that sur-

. name from a freak. of which, in his boyhood, he was 
very fond; that of snatching off the caps of his play
f~llows. . De la Roque, however, gives a different origin 
for this name, deriving it from 'Ie bon sens et esprit 
qui residoit a sa teste !' 

. The names derived from parts of ARMOUR, as Helme, 
Shield, Greaves, Swords, Buckler, Gauntlett, Gunn, 
Muskett, Brownbill, Brownsword, ShotlJolt, and Broad
spear, were also, in all probability, signs of inns kept 
by those who first bore them. Some similar names, 
however, originated from fashions in warlike imple
ments, and were given to the persons who first used 
them. StronglJow, the cognomen of the famous Earl of 
Pembroke, and Fortescue, that is, strong. shield, are of 
this kind. Longespee, the cognomen of William first 
Earl of Salisbury, and son of Fair Rosamond, was given 
him from his using a LONGER SWORD than usual; and 
William, son of Robert de Belesme, Earl of Shrewsbury, 
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gained the name of TalvlU from the kind of SHIELD 80 

called. . The French name Beauhamois is literally t fine- . 
harness,' and was originally applied to a person who.' 
took pride in splendid armour.' 

. To return to Signs, there is another class of surnames . 
referable to this origin, such as Angel, Virgin, Saint, 
Apostles, Martyr,-names quite inapplicable to any 
living man, unless through the medium referred to. 

The ANGEL is still a common sign for inns, as SAINTS 
doubtless were before the Reformation. St. George 
and the Dragon still retain their post at the doors of . 
some country alehouses.' MARTYRS, too, I dare say, 
were plentiful enough in those days; but the only 
vestige of them remaining, so far as I am aware, is St. 
Catherine on her Wheel, now usually termed the Catton 
Wheel. Indeed, I am not quite sure whether it has 
not been corrupted still further to the Cat and Wheel! 
There are some other names of a religious cast, as 
Crucift8:, Challis, Paten, Hallowhread, Pix, a little chest 
for the reception of the consecrated host; PlUcall, an
other article used in the service of the church; and 
Porteua, a breviary or priest's office-book;* to which I 
am disposed to assigu the same origin • 

. Several family names represent articles of DIET, &c., 
as Butter, Dryhutter, Figg (an excellent name for a 
grocert), Honey,:\: Milk,§ Mustard, Pickles, Pepper, Salt; 

* "Item, I bequeath to the chappel of Richborough one PortU,gB printed, 
with a Mass-book which was Sir Thomas, the old Priest's." Will of Sir 
Jno. Saunder, parson of Dimchurch, &c. 1509. Somner's Ports of Kent. 
" By God and by this portU,B wil I swere." Wright's Chaucer, 14546. 

t "Johuny Figg Will a green and white grocer." Old Song • 
. ::: .The number of Surnames of which Honey forms a component part is 

remarkable: Honegmr.m, HoneyBett, Honegckurck, Honywood, HoneglJaU, . 
HoneywiU, HoneglJone, and Hu,nng6u,m! • 

§ There is a dairyman bearing this appropriate name near Dorset Square. 
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Sugar, Suet. Others correspond with beverages, as 
Ale, Beer, Claret, Ginn, Portwine, Perry, Negua, Rum, 

. Sider,* Sherry. Some of these may have been given 
to persons who traded in the respective commodities;,but 
the majority might probably have a more satisfactory 
origin. For instance, the name Earle is pronounced 
Ale in some districts, and Beer is the name of two small 
towns in the county of Devon, while Rum is the de
signation of one of the Hebrides. 

I must not close this Chapter without adverting to 
one further batch of names connected with the fore
going; namely, those corresponding with the designa
tions of the divinities and celebrated persons of classical 
antiquity, such as Venus, Mars, Bacchus, t Homer, Tulley, 
Horace, Vergil, Ctesar. These are doubtless derived 
from traders' signs. The former three would be appro
priate for inns, the remainder for the shops of medieval 
dealers in books or their materials. So recently as the 
last generation a celebrated publisher gave his establish
ment the name of the t Cicero's Head! 

It is sometimes amusing to find these immortal 
names in the oddest possible associations: It Many years 
have not elapsed," says Mr. Brady, in his humorous 
dissertation, It since HORACE drew beer at Wapping; 
HOMER was particularly famous for curing sore legs; 
and C&8AR was unambitious of any other post than 
that of shopman to a mercer I"t 

... SiMr or Sydl!f' may be synonymous with Sidesman, the name of a 
petty civil office. 

t See, however, p. 76. The name of Steph. de Venll8~, miles, OCCltrs 
31 Edw. I, a qUO,PI!f'MpB, Venus. 

: Since the above paragraph wu written, G Julius Cesar wu foundjigAl
ingin theforum or market-place of a town in Surreywith one' Cop' and 
others. ClIl8ar, on tbis occuion, sustained a defeat, for a body of " CIIlrulci 
Britanni" (in the shape of policemen) made him their prisoner, and 
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" PaR," I am assured by a correspondent, "keeps a 
village inn!'* 

Hector was the champion of Petersfield and an M.P. 
Cato is a wire-worker on Holborn Hill. 
Such surnames do not belong exclusively to England, 

for Victor Hugot assures us that 
M. Janm is a baker at Namur I 
M. Marim a hairdresser at ArIes II and 
M. Nero a confectioner at Paris! ! ! 
Of Mr. Sylvim, one of the courtiers of Charles II, 

we are told, that he was " a man who had nothing of a 
Roman in him except the name."t 

The failure of a person named Homer once gave rise 
to the following admirable (or execrable?) puns: 

" That HOMER should a bankrupt be, 
Is not so very ODD-D'YE-SEE, 
If it be true, as I'm instructed, 
SO ILL-HE-HAD his books conducted I"§ 

Mr. Potiphar would probably experience some diffi
culty in tracing up to his Egyptian namesake. 

brought him before the local bench, in petty sessions assembled. A de
tailed Commentary of this' Civil War' was given in the SUII,ex &prell in 
December last; and future editors of the warrior classic can do as they 
please about consulting it. 

* Several Roman families bore names which as they fondly believed 
furnished proof of their descent from Gods and Heroes. Haleaus passed 
as the descendant of Neptune, and the Antonia family derived themselves 
from Anton, the companion of Hercules. Virgil makes Cluentius a de
scendant of the hero Cloanthes-

"Cloanthus 
••••• genus unde tibi Romane Cluenti." lEn. v, 123. 

And Julius CEsar is deduced from liilus (Ascanius): 
"Julius, a magno dimissum nomen lillo." lEn. i, 288. 

t The Rhine, vol. i, p. 76. 
:t: Grammunt's Memoirs. 
§ Herald. Anom. 
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Had we not evidence that such names as Colbrand, 
Guy, and Bevi8 were antiently used as Christian names, 
I should not hesitate to add them to this catalogue of 
celebrated persons as being derived respectively from 
the Danish Giant, from the famous Earl of Warwick, 
and from the no less doughty, if less illustrious, Bevis 
of Southampton: 

" Which geaunt was myghtie and strong, 
And full fourty feet was long; 
A foote he had betwene each brow, 
His head was bristled like a 80we !" 

ROfII4fICe of Syr Bm.. 

It is remarkable that there is still living at South
ampton, the scene of his giantship's adventures, a 
family oj Bevi8, who from time immemorial have been 
located there; but whether they are lineally or collate
rally descended from this giant (whose effigies still 
adorn the Bar-gate of the town), I leave to the proper 
authorities at the Heralds' College to determine. 

The name of IMtlejohn may be imagined to have 
been borrowed from the far-famed compeer of that most 
redoubtable deer-killing, bishop-robbing, and sheriff
tormenting wight, Master Robyn Hood of N ottingham
shire. That the Dame of a person so popular, so 
courageous, and so worthy as in some respects this 
antient forester was, should be adopted as a surname 
by some lover of "hunting craft and the green-wood 
glade," in the next generation, would have been a cir
cumstance by no means extraordinary. Lord Abinger's 
family may be descended from a representative of the 
no less renowned Will Scarlett, another of the worthies 
of 'merrie Sherwood.' 
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CHAPTER XII. 

OF SURNAMES BORROWED FROM THE SOCIAL RELATIONS; 
PERIODS OF TIME, AGE, &c. &c • 

• 

HERE are several English Surnames 
derived from consanguinity, alliance, 
and other social relations, which, 
Camden thinks, have originated from 

• th, .""""ityof a second appellative, 
when two persons bearing the same 

baptismal name resided in close proximity to each other. 
This is a feasible derivation for several of them, but for 
others it is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to 
account. . The following are more or less usual in 
many parts of England: 

Father, Brothers, Brotherson and Cousins j Oldson and 
Youngsonj Batchelor, Lover, Paramour, Bridegroom and 
Bride; Neighbour, Gossip and Guest; Husband, Young
husband* and Goodhusband; Master and Servant j 
Masterman, Prentice and Nur.~e; Friend and Foe; 
Kinsman, Quaintance and Stranger. 

From obsolete words or forms: 
Fader, father. 
Waller, from the A.-S. t waller-wente,' foreign men, 

strangers. 
H Elles or Ellis, in British," says Hals, tt is a son-in-

* W. Ie Youngehusbande. Subsidy Roll, Sussex, 1296. 

__ .w 
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SOCIAL RELATIONS. 213 

law by the wife, and Ela or Ella, a son-in-law by the 
husband." * 

Beldam (beldame) formerly meant grandmother, and 
. was a respectful term: In course of time it has become 

synonymous with hag or witch. Kennett applies it to 
"an old woman that lives to see a sixth generation 
descended from her." Spenser uses it in its original 
French signification, C fair lady.' (Halliwell.) How it 
became an hereditary surname, is not very obvious. 
The same observation applies to another female name, 
which, however, does not exactly belong to this class -
I mean Rigmaiden. r A Rig' is deduced by Bailey 
from the Latin ridendo, and defined as C a wanton, 
romping girl,' and this appellation was probably first 
affixed to some fourteenth-century hoyden. There were 
at least two families of our gentry who bore this name, 
with dissimilar coats of arms. t 

Bellamy. Dr. Giles, in his notes on the Saxon 
Chronicle, considers this a corruption of the Norman 
name C Belesme/ but Halliwell produces a host of 
authorities for the O. English, or rather French, C Bel
Amy,' fair friend: 

.. Belamy, he seyde, how longe 
Shal they folye y.laste?" MS. Cou. Trin. 0.1'00, 57. 

Robert of Gloucester and Chaucer employ this wOl'd. 
Farehrother, father-brother, a Scottish term for 

uncle; and a much more rational appellative than 
Bairns/ather, also a Scottish surname. 

Leifchild. C Lefe' is an archaism for love; and 
C love-child' a provincialism for an illegitimate; still 
this namc may mean no more than r dear,' or r beloved 

* D. Gilbert's Cornwall, vol. iii, p. 429. 
t Vide Gent. Mag. 1830, i. 305. 
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child,' an opinion which is snpported by the use of the 
phrase in the following lines, quoted by Halliwell, from 
a poem of the fifteenth century : 

~ 

.. Thenor my leffe chyld, I schalle teche the, 
Herken me welle the maner and the gyse, 
How thi sowle inward scholle aqueyntyd be 
With thewis* good, and vertw in alle wysse." 

Filiol, a Norman name of high degree, is probably 
the French' filleul,' equivalent to our own Godson . 

. From periods of age, or the phases of human exist
ence, we have Infant, Bahy, t and Suckling; Littlechild; 
Child, Children (!); Boys and Littlehoys; Goodhoys 
and Tallhoys; Stripling and Youngman,-

"The diapason closing full in Mllftll ,". 

To these may be added Maiden, and its latinization, 
Virgo. Gasson looks like a corruption of the French 
'gatyon,' a boy. Littlepage speaks for itself. 

That some of these are corruptions, or words having 
a double meaning, is, I think, unquestionable. Mann, 
for iustance, as I have already surmised, may be from 
the islaud in the Irish Sea; Batchelor is applicable 
otherwise as well as to an unmarried man; and Boys, 
with its compounds, is, in all likelihood, a mis-spelling 
and false pronunciation of the French BOIS, a wood. 
The French surname Du Bois, naturalized amongst us, 
is equivalent to our Attwood, &c. Child is frequently 
used by our old writers as a title. It seems to be 
equivalent to Knight. In the 'Faerie Queen' it is 
applied to the son of a king. Child Waters, the Child 
qf Elle and Gil or Child-Morice, are personages well 

* Manners, deportment. 
t I have three or four authorities for this name. 
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known to the readers of Percy's Reliques. The word 
sometimes occurs in its plural form as children. Thus 
in the ballad of Sir Cauline : 

co The Eldridge knight he pricked his steed; 
Syr Cauline bold abode: 

Then either shooke his trustye speare, 
And the timber these two cliildren bare 

Soe soone in sunder slode! (split.)" 
Perc. Rei. Ed. 1839, p. 12. 

" In former times the cognomen Chi/de was prefixed 
to the family name by the eldest son j and the appel
lation was continued until he succeeded to the title of 
his ancestors, or gained new honours by his prowess.". 

I To such names/of distinction I!\lso belong Rich and 
. Poore, Va8sall, Bond, Freeman, Freeborn, and Burrell. 
BOREL is used in Chaucer in the sense of LAY, as 
Borel-clerks, lay clerks j Borel-folk, laymen.' 

The surname of Wardedu or Wardeu:c, formerly 
borne by the feudal lords of Bodiham, co. Sussex, is of 
very singular origin. Henry, a younger son of the 
house of Monceux, was aWARD OF the Earl of Qu in 
the thirteenth century, from which circumstance he 
left his antient patronymic, and assumed that of 
WARD DE Qu. This Henry Wardeou or Wardedu 
was knight of the shire for Sussex in 1302.t 

. Harmer, a name of rather dangerous sound, is really 
. very harmless if its origin be traced, as I rather suspect 
it may, to the German armtr, poor.' 

Closely connected with some of the foregoing, are 
the names derived from periods of AGE, as Young, 
Younger, Eld, and Senior. Rathbone, from the Saxon, 
signifies 'an early gift.' . 

* London Encyc. 1836. t Gleanings of Battel Abbey, p. 63. 
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This class of surnames presents some very strange 
anomalies; for instance,' though Eld or Senior might 
serve very well to designate a man in the decline of 
life, how could it apply to his children? ~' Y ong," 
says Verstegan, "was derived from one's fewness of 
yeares;" if so, every day of his life must have made 
the absurdity of the name increasingly apparent. How 
oddly do such announcements as the following sound: 
"Died, on Tuesday week, Mr. Young, of Newton, 
aged 97." "The late Mr. Cousins, the opulent banker, 
of Kingston, is said to have left the whole of his pro
perty to public charities, as he could not ascertain that 
he had a single relative in the world I" "Died, on 
the 10th inst., Miss Bridget Younghushand, spinster, 
aged 84." "Birth: Mrs. A. Batchelor, of a son, 
being her thirteenth," &c. &c . 

. From periods of TIME we have several names, as 
Spring, Summer, Winter.. The writer of the article 
" NAMES," in the 'Penny Cyclopredia,' thinks these 
three corruptions of other words, because the remaining 
season, Autumn, does not stand as a surname. Thus, 
he says, Spring signifies a hill; Summer, 8omner;* 
and Winter, vintner. This is far-fetched; besides, I 
would not undertake to say that we have no Autumns 
in onr family nomenclature. It is a word easily cor
rupted to the more natural spelling of Otham or 
Hotham, although I am quite aware that some families 
bearing that designation take it from places where they 
were originally settled.t Moreover, it is no greater 

... See p. 129. 
t "The non..existence of Autumn as a surname may be accounted for 

by the recent introduction of that word into English: 'fall' was the old 
name Cor the season, and is still retained in America. FaU occurs at a 
surname, though not so frequently as Spring, probably because not of 
such good augury."-From II Correllptmdent. 
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matter of surprise that names should be borrowed from 
the seasons than from the months, the days of the 
week, and festivals of the church, like the following: 

"Day, with .its compounds Goodday, Singleday, and 
Doubleday j Evening, Matlin, Vesper, Dawn, Noon, Eve, 
Morrow, Weekes; March, May, August; Sunday, 
Monday, Thursday, Friday j Christmas (and Noel, Fr.), 
Easter, Paschall, Pentecost, Harvest, Middlemiss, that is, 

. if I mistake not, Michaelmas; Holiday, Midwinter, &c: 
Domesday seems to be a corruption of "domus Dei," 
a name given to some religious houses. . Weare not 

. singular in the possession of such names: the Romans 
had their J anuarii, Martii, Maii, Festi, and Virgilii

. the last so named from having been "borne at the 
'rising of the Virgilire or seven stars,· as Pontanus 

learnedly writeth against them which write the name 
Virgilius." * 
. Varro says that when two or more persons among 
the Romans bore the same appellative, Terentius, for 
instance, they were distinguished from each other by 
an additional name; thus, if one was born early in the 
morning, he would be called Manius j if in the day
time, Lucius; if after the death of his father, Post
humus·t 

. In Cambodia, at the present time, a child is fre
quently named from the day on which he was born; 
and in some parts of Abyssinia, according to Salt, the 
father often gives his infants names allusive to the cir
cumstances under which they came into the world, as 
'Night-born,' 'Bom-on-the-Dust,' &c.· 

On the name of Day it may be remarked that it 
may signify one of the humblest class of husbandry 

1. 

* Remaines, p.111. 
t De Latina lingua, lib. viii. 

10 
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servants, or, as we now call them, day-labourers. In 
a statute of Ricb. II. regulating wages, we have 
"a swineherd, a female labourer, and a deye," put 
down at six shillings per annum. * Deye is also an 
Old English term for a dairy-maid, and as such is used 
by Shakspeare. 

It is probable that most of these names originated 
from the period of the birth of the persons to whom 
they were first assigned, or from some notable event 
which occurred to those persons on the particular day 
or month. The name Friday, which De Foe makes 
Robinson Crusoe give to his savage, is extremely 
natural. Perhaps they were occasionally applied to 
foundlings, after the fashion mentioned in Crabbe's 
, Parish Register:' 

.. Some hardened knaves that roved the conntry round, 
Had left a babe within the parish bound. 

* * * * * But by what name th' unwelcome guest to call 
Was long a question, and it 'posed' them all; 
For he who lent it to a babe unknown, 
Censorious men might take it for his own. 
They look'd about; they gravely spoke to all, 
And not one Rickard answered to the calL 
Next they enquired THB DAY when, passing by, 
Th' unlucky peasant heard the stranger's cry. 
This known, how food and raiment they might give 
Was next debated, for the rogue wovid me! 
At last, with all their words and work content, 
Back to their homes the prudent vesiry went, 
And RICHARD MONDAY to the workhouse sent." 

. I shall close this short Chapter with a few names, . 
without offering a single conjecture as to their origin, 
viz. Quickly, Soone, Quarterly, Sudden, Later, Latter, 

* Kuight's Pictorial shakspere. 
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. and Last . . Well may Master Camden remark of such
"To FIND OUT THE TRUE ORIGINALL OF SURNAMES 

IS FULL OF DIFFICULTY," an observation which also 
with equal force to many 

whif:h will occur in 4:hapters. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

OF SURNAMES' INDICATIVE OF CONTEMPT AND RIDICULE . 

.. J'ai ete tousjours fort etonne, que les FamilIes qui portent un N OK 
ODIEUX OU RIDICULB, ne Ie quittent pas."-BAYLZ. 

HE Leatherheads and ShuJllebottoms, the 
Higginses and Huggenses, the Scroggses 
and Scraggses, the 'Sheepshanks and 
R amsbottoms, * the Woodheads and 
Addleheads, the Hytches and the 

Huddles,' seem for the most part to have 
entertained no such dislike to their surnames, because, 
perhaps, having examined them etymologically, they 
have found nothing in them which ought to be taken 
in maId parte. But,it is indeed remarkable, that many 
surnames really expressive of bodily deformity or of 
moral obliquity, should have descended to the posterity 
of those who perhaps well deserved, and so could not 
escape them; particularly when we reflect how easily 
such names might have been avoided in almost every 
state of society by the adoption of others; for although 
in our days it is considered an act of villany, or at least 
a 'suspicious affair,' to change one's name unless in 
compliance with the will of a deceased friend, when an 

* The Doctor. 
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act of the senate or the royal sign-manual is required, 
the case was widely different four or five centuries ago, 
and we know from antient records that names were fre
quently changed at the caprice of their owners. The 
law seems originally to have regarded such changes, 
even in the most solemn acts, with great indifference. 
Lord Coke observes: "It is requisite that a purchaser 
be named by the name of baptism and his surname, and 
that special heed be taken to the name of baptism, for 
that a man cannot have two names of baptism as he 
may have divers surnames." And again, "It is 
holden in our antient books that a man may have 
divers names at divers times, but not divers Christian 
names.'" 

te The question how far it is lawful for an individual 
to assume a surname at pleasure came before Sir Joseph 
Jekyll, when Master of the Rolls in 1730, who, in 
giving judgment upon the case (Barlow 'V. Bateman), 
remarked, 'I am satisfied the usage of passing Acts of 
Parliament for the taking upon one a surname is but 
modem, and that anyone may take upon him what 
surname, and as many surnames, as he pleases, without 
an Act of Parliament! It is right, however, to add, 
that the above decision was reversed by the House of 
Lords."· 

'Names of this unenviable description are not very 
numerous j still we have Bad, Trollope, that is, slattern, 
Stunt, that is, fool, Wanton, Outlaw, Lawless, Parnell, 
that is, a woman of stained character, Puttock, the 
same, Bastard, Silly, Silliman, Harlott, Hussey, Trask, 
Gubbins, the refuse parts of a fish, and Gallows, which 
strongly implies that the founder of that family attained 

* Archalologia, vol. xviii, p. 110. 
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a station more e:JJalted than enviable before he left the 
world I 

&me or Bema is an expression of contempt,' the 
meaning of which is obscure.* Sometimes, however, 
it means good, and sometimes, obedient. . Coe is a 
Norfolk provincialism, employed to designate 'an odd 
old fellow.' Cokin (whence Codin) is the Anglo
Norman for 'raseal.' . 

.. Quoth Arthour, thou hethen coma, 
Wende to thi devel Apolin." (Apollyon.) 

Artlt_ IIttd Merlita • 

. Pennyfather is a penurious person: . 

.. Rich myaen and JWIIB1II'atAer,." 
TopHll', Bealt" 1607. 

II Rancke pm1ifatAer, scud, with their half hammes 
Shadowing their calves, to save their silver dammes." 

Morgan', PAtmirc Britan. (Halliwell.) 

. Kennard, antiently Kaynard, from C caignard' (Fr.). 
literally means "you dog.". It also signifies a sordid 
fellow, a rascal • 

.. A /taynard and an old foIte, 
That thryfte hath loste, and boghte a bolte." 

MS. Harl. 1701. (H.) 

Ckeale, in the southern dialect, is probably the same 
with chield in the northern, where it is applied to per
sons in a slighting, contemptuous manner. The A.-B. 
e ceorl,' whence our modern English r churl,' is probably 
the root. Goff means fool. t 

. Craven, the surname of a noble family, might be 

... Percy's Rei. Ant. Poet. 
t • To gitJe a goff,' is a phrase used among the vulgar in Sussex, to 

express a peculiar contortion of the face indicative of extreme stupidity. 
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thought to belong to the same class, * but this is~ local 
name derived from ~ district in Yorkshire. 

The . surname Devil is found in many countries. 
'Wilielmus cognomento Diabolus' was an English monk. 
In France we meet with Rogerius Diabolus, lord of 
Montresor, and Hughes Ie Diable, lord of Lusignan, 
not to mention Robert the Devil, duke of Normandy, 
who had this delicate cognomen as a 'nom de nique/ 
In Norway and Sweden there were two families of the 
name of Trolle (devil), and every branch of these fami
lies had a figure of the Evil One for their coat of arms. 
Diable occurs in Brittany, and Teufela (or devils) in 

. Holland:t 
In the rage fot' applying opprobrious epithets in

dulged by our ancestors, even the infernal regions 
supplied a surname. . A priory of Dominicans was 
founded at King's Langley,·co. Herts, Jly Roger Helle, 
an English baron; presumed to be of the Lucy family, 
who lived at the beginning of the thirteenth century, 
and we.s so called because he had 'played the devil' 
with the Welsh: "a VallenBibua ita cognominat'U8, eo 
quod eosdem Wallicos, regi AngliIB rebelles, tanquam 
i1iferni (sic) undique tievastavit."t 

'Many of the names mentioned in former.chapters 
might be placed among these surnames of contempt. 
Such also are many of those indicative of ill-formed 
limbs or features, as Oruickskank, or Crookshanks, 
Longshanks, Legles" Hunchback, Greathead, Longnesse, 
&c. The antient Romans, like ourselves, had many 

* CILAVBN, antiently a term of disgrace, when the party that was over
come in a single combat yielded and cried CrtnJIMt, &c.- Bailey'. 

DictiOfUl'7l' 
t Hone's Table Book, voL i, p. 699. 
:I: Weever's Fan. Mon. edit. 1631, p. 583. Gough, i, 3'9. 
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family names implying something defective or disgrace
ful. Their Plauti, Pandi, Vari, Scauri, and Tuditani 
would have been with us the Splay-foots, the Bandy
legs, the In-knees, the Club-foots, and the Hammer
heads I The meanness of the origin of some of the 
Patrician families is hinted at in their names. The 
Suilli were descended and denominated from a swine
herd, the Bubulci from a cow-herd, and the Porn from 
a hog-butcher I Strabo would have been with us a 
Mr. Squintum, Naso (Ovid) a Mr. Bignoae,'and Publius, 
the proprretor, a Mr. Snubnoae.· Cincinnatus, and the 
curly poll of the Dainty Davie of Scottish song, are, 
strange to say, identical i.deas.* 

. There is no doubt, I think, that such names as 
Servos (slave) and Spurius (illegitimate) originally in
dicated the real condition of their primitive owners,' 
though Salverte very ingeniously attempts to disprove 
it. t . The modern Italians are not more courteons than 
their ancestors of tt old Rome" in the names they give 
to some families; as, for instance, Malatesta, chu,ckle
headed; Boccanigras, black-muzzled; Porcina, a hog; 
and Gozzi, chubby-chops!' 

To this place may also be referred the by-names of 
kings, as Unready, Shorthose, Sans-terre, Crookback . 
. William the Conqueror was so little ashamed of the 
illegitimacy of his birth, that he sometimes commenced 
his charters with WILLIAM THE BASTARD, &c.1 

Among other names not yet mentioned may be 
noticed Wkalebelly (for which, with all the rest that 
follow, I have good authority), the designation, pro
bably, of some corpulent person; Rotten, Bubblejaw, and 
Rottenheryng, a name which occurs in some antient 

* Chambers'. Edinburgb Journal. t Eaaai, i, 162. 
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records of the town of Hull, and was most likely given, 
in the first instance, to a dishonest dealer in fish. In
deed, I have little doubt that these odd appellations all 
applied with great propriety to those who primarily bore 
them. How well might Save-all designate a miserly 
fellow! and Scrape-skin would answer the same purpose 
admirably. Douhleman would be odious if it related to 
duplicity of character, but humorous if it originated in 
some person's being double the size of ordinary people. 
Stahhack and Killmaster, though really horrible in 
sound, are not so in sense, as they are corruptions of 
local names.-

Ugly and Badman are not desirable appellatives, 
though of very honourable extraction: the former is 
the name of a village in Essex, and the latter a slight 
contraction of 'beadman,' one who prays for another, 
-certainly no bad man would do that I Blackmonster 
again does not bespeak our admiration, though it is- a 
natural and not very distant departure from Blanch
minster (' the white monastery') a local name. 

o Opprobrious surnames have certainly diminished in 
number within the last four centuries. Our old records, 
both civil and' ecclesiastical, abound with them. Dr. 
Whitaker says, "if any antiquary should think fit to 
write a dissertation on the antiquity of nicknames in 
England, he may meet with ample materials in the 
Compotus of Bolton Abbey; for here are found Adam 

. Blunder, Simon Paunche, Richard Drunken, Tom Noght, 
and Whirle the carter~the last, I suppose, by an anti
phrasis, from the slowness of his rotatory motions." 

o The records of Lewes Priory afford' many names of 
o this kind. Oculus Ferreus (' iron eye') was a donor of 
tythes; Moper was an excellent name for a recluse, and 
Willia.m Cakepen was literally a baker (pistor) ; Mange-

10 § 

Digitized by Google 



226 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

fer (' eat-iron') might have given an ostrich for his 
crest; Ylbod (ill-bode) and Malfeythe, if there be any 
truth in names, were men to be avoided; while William 
de Toto Mundo must have travelled very extensively. 
Pympe, Scoldecok, Greybaater, Takepaine, Burdenbars, 
and Sikelfot,(sickle-foot?-a friend suggests 'siker,' that 
is sure, foot, as 8 better etymon), ~o occur in these 
documents .. 

It is perhaps scarcely fair to take many of the above 
names au pied de la lettre, as they may not be really 
what they appear at the first sight or sound; "and a 
more diligent search into our own antient dialects, as 
well as into those foreign ones from whence we receive 
so many recruits, would doubtless rescue some of them 
from unmerited opprobrium." Nor should it be for
gotten that in the mutations to which a living language 
is ever exposed many expressions which now bear a bad. 
sense had originally a very different meaning: the words 
knave, villain, and rascal, for instance, would not have 
been regarded as opprobrious in the thirteenth cen
tury. The name Coward may be adduced in support 
of these remarks. "The Argillarius or Hayward of a 
town or village was one whose duty it was to supervise 
the greater cattle, or common herd of beasts, and keep 
them within due bounds. He was otherwise called 
Bubulcus, q. d. Cow-ward, whence the reproachful term 
Coward!' * With respect to the term nickname, I 
may observe that it comes to us from the French (nom 
de nique), in which language nique is a movement of 
the head to mark a contempt for any person or thing. 

The following anecdote will serve to show how easily, 
even in modem times, a nickname may usurp the place 

* Rees's Enclyclopmdia. 
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of a true family name. . "The parish clerk of Lang
ford near Wellington, was called Red Cock for many 
years before his death; for having one Sunday slept 
in church, and dreaming that he was at a cock-fighting, 
he bawled out: t a shilling upon the red cock!' And 

. behold," says Lackington, It the family Ql'e called Red
cock to this day.'~* 

* Lackington's Life. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OF SURNAMES DERIVED FROM THE VIRTUES, AND OTHER 
ABSTRACT IDEAS; 

WITH 80ME OTHERS RELATED TO THESE. 

business, here, is first to name-and 
then to endeavour to account for-such 
names as Hope, Peace,* Joy, Love; An
guish, Bliss, Conscience, Comfort, Death, 
Grace, Justice, Liberty, Luck, Laugh
ter, Mercy, Pardon, Piety, Power, 

Pride, Patience, Prudence, Reason, Ransom, Verity, 
Virtue, War, Want, and Wudom. To these may be 
added Bale, sorrow or misery, and a few other obsolete 
terms of similar character. 

It can hardly be supposed that these names were 
assumed by persons who fancied themselves pre-eminent 
for the possession of such attributes.· Such arrogance 
would certainly have failed of its object, and have ex
posed the assumers to the contempt they deserved. 
To this remark it may be objected that the Puritans of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries adopted a no
menclature precisely similar in the~rsonal or Christian 
names, which they are asserted to have taken up in. 

* The name Peace.of.Heart, Paiz.du·CQ!Ur, occurs among the merchants 
of Rauen. 
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lieu of the more ordinary and long-established appella
tives of general society. 

"It was usual," says Hume, (quoting Brome's 
Travels,) "for the pretended saints of that time [A.n. 
1653] to change their names from Henry, Edward, 
Anthony, William, which they regarded as heathenish 
and ungodly, into others more sanctified and godly. 
Sometimes a whole godly sentence· was adopted as a 
name. Here are the names of a jury inclosed in 
Sussex about this time: 

" Accepted Trevor of N orsham. 
Redeemed Compton of Battle.* 
Faint-not Hewett of Heathfield. 
Make-peace Heaton of Hare. 
God-reward Smart of Fivehurst. 
Stand fast-on-high Stringer of Crowhurst. 
Earth Adams of Warbleton. 
Called Lower of the same. 
Kill-sin Pimple of Witham. 
Return Spelman of Watling. 
Be-faithful Joiner of Britling. 
Fly-debate Roberts of the same. 
Fight-the-good-fight-of-faith White of Emer. 
More-fruite Fowler of East-Hadley. 
Hope-for Bending of the same. 
Graceful Harding of Lewes. 
Weep-not Billing of the same. 
Meek Brewer of Okeham." 

Had Hume taken a little pains to investigate this 
subject he might have saved himself the reiteration of 

* Miuister of Heathfield (1608.) 
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BlOme's meer about the rt pretended saints," for we 
have indubitable evidence that such names were not 
tJ88Umed by the parties who bore them, but imposed tJ8 
haptismal names. Take, in corroboration of this re
mark, a few instances from the parochial register of 
Warbleton: 

1617, Bestedfast Elyarde. 
-- Goodgift Gynninges. 
1622, Lament Willard. 
1624, Depend Outered. 
1625, Faint-not Dighurst. 
- Fere-not Rhodes. 
1677, Replenish French. 

Hence it will be seen that fully as much of blame 
(if any exist) rests with the. clergy who performed the 
rite of baptism in these cases as with the rt sanctified 
and godly" parents who proposed such names of pre
tended saintship. I do not for a moment wish to ex
tenuate the folly of the persons who gave such absurd 
names to their children, but I deem it an act of justice 
to the much-maligned, though, in many respects, mis
guided and even fanatical Puritans of that period, to 
show that the sarcasm of the illiberal historian falls 
pointless to the ground, because, generally speaking at 
least, the bearers of such names had nothing at all to do 
with their imposition, and could no more get rid of them 
than any persons now living can dispense with the 
Christian names they have borne from their infancy. 
Indeed it seems to have become fashionable towards 
the close· of the sixteenth century for parents to choose 
such forenames for their offspring, and scarcely any of 
the parish registers of the period, that I have examined, 
are free from them. It seems that Sussex was pam-
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cularly remarkable for the number of such names, long 
before the unhappy dissensions which disgraced the 
middle portion of the seventeenth century. There is 
another jury-list of the same kind for the county in 
the Burrell Manuscripts, Brit. Mus. without date, but 
which I have good reason for assigning to about the 
year 1610, many years, be it remarked, prior to the 
era of Barebones and his "pretended saints j" and 
Camden, who wrote about the same time, alludes to 
these tc new names, Free-gift, Reformation, Earth, Dust, 
Ashes, Delivery, More-fruit, Tribulation, The Lord is 
neare, More-tryall, Discipline, J oy-againe, From-above, 
which have lately [that is probably about the close of 
Elizabeth's reign] been given by lome to their children 
with no evil meaning, but upon some singular and 
precise conceit." The names t Remedium amoris,' 
'Imago sleculi,' are mentioned by this author, among 
the oddities of personal nomenclature of the same date. 

While upon this subject, I am sure I shall be par
doned for the introduction of the other Sussex jury
list just referred to, particularly as it will probably be 
new to most readers. 

tt Approved Frewen of Northiam.* 
Bethankful Maynard of Brightling. 
Be-courteous Cole of Pevensey. 
Safety-on-High Snat of Uckfield. 

* He was a near relative of Archbishop Frewen; and, since the authen
ticity of these lists has been questioned, I would add, that my somewhat 
intimate acquaintance with the parish registers of Eastern SU8sex enables 
me to state that many of the names they contain, besides hundreds of 
others, are to be found in those documents. The following extract from 
the register of Waldron may serve as a specimen of many entries I have 
met with: 

.. Flie:fomication, tlle iace IOIIIIe qf Catren .tlruiretDel, 6apt. 11' 17t1l. 
De_i. 1609." 
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Search-the-Scriptures Moreton of Salehurst. 
More-fruit Fowler of East-Hothly. 
Free-gift Mabbs of Chiddingly [1616]. 
Increase Weeks of Cuckfield. 
Restore Weeks of the same. 
Kill-sin Pemble of Westham. 
Elected Mitchell of Heathfield. 
Faint-not Hurst of the same. 
Renewed Wisberry of Hailsham. 
Return Milward of Hellingly. 
Fly-debate Smart of Waldron. 
Fly-fornication Richardson of the same. 
Seek-wisdom Wood of the same. 
Much-mercy Cryer of the same. 
Fight-the-good-fight-of-Faith White of Ewhurst. 
Small-hope Biggs of Rye. 
Earth Adams of Warbleton. 
Repentance Avis of Shoreham. 
The-peace-of-God Knight of Burwash. 

This species of nomenclature, then, appears to have 
been extensively fashionable at the periods above re
ferred to; and although I entirely concur with those 
who object to it on the ground of taste, we should do 
well to recollect that many well-accepted baptismal 
names are equally objectionable for the same reason. 
Rejoice Newton is not more puritanical than Letitia 
Smith; nor Lovegod Jones than Theophilus Brown; 
nor Pure Robinson than Catharine Styles; nor Good 
Noakes than Agatha Sutton.· In Beverston church, 

*. One Deodatus was Archbishop of Canterbury; and in the list of 
African primates we find • Deo-datus,' • Deo-gratias,' • Quid-vult-Deus,' 
• Habet-Deum ;' while • Pius' and • Innocent' have frequently been assumed 
by tenants of the holy see. Of Puritan bishops we have read; of Puritan 
pope., never! 
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TH HIl'tTUES, 

followin2 eurious 

223 

.. ltttt Iittb tbe flobp of 1t~€ltEJl\Ij!E ~ml\~E, tbe 
wiu !)Ur2~? Ilizdlltn of Iletb in tbt±I 
wbo 1 bal' i2Efemfl: in 2Ellre of t\Jff: 
1604, anb of btl' life tbt 67tb. 

CJ.ure defund:? saxo tumuh?C" illo 
Bia Cathy?:??,? flcto nom1m,? dJ"ta fuit. 

Nomen utmmdue "mat mundem, p,,,·,,m, piamq. 
Et vere nomen quod referebat, erato 

Nam puram puro degebat pectore vitam, 
Pura fuit mundo, nunc mage pura Deo. 

" lIaVT?? "",ff:"pa roil: ",,,,i,m,,,,· 
pura puri". 

Tit. i, ver. 15. 

" She whom this stone doth quietly immure 
In no feign'd wa±I had twice the name of Pure; 

pious, cle"", name did 
truly was 

pure path?, yet she lived, trod; 
Pure was she in this world, and now more pure with God.". 

Tu thou2h perhap" . 
vant Humes whid, "Z,,,nd at thu huud 
of thi" : .. I mdined to they 
in the allegorical characters who performed in the 
antient mysteries or moralities; a species of dramatic 
pieceh? ,,,hich before rise of geuuinu 
servea "muse, ~he pretu,,'t instructi?:la? the 

• Relton's Sketches of Churches, B. 2. 
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play-goors of the " olden tyme." The favourite cha- . 
racters in these performances were Charity, Faith, Pru
dence, Discretion, Good-doctrine, Death, Vice, Folly, 
and Iniquity,* who strutted upon the stage in gro
tesque costume, and did far more to injure than 
promote good morals.· The humour of these performers 
was of the broadest kind, and their acting irresistibly 
droll, but indecencies both in gesture and language 
neutralized their attempts to improve the moral feelings 
of their audiences, and eventually brought them into 
disrepute. . It is probable that the actors in these per- . 
formances acquired the names of the characters they 
personated, which thus became surnames, and descended 
to their posterity. . We have already seen that .... the 
names King, Lord, Knight, &c. originated in a manner 
very similar .. 

The not very uncommon name Vice is doubtless 
borrowed from a character in the mysteries and pa
geants of the middle ages. "He appears," says 
Gifford, "to have been a perfect couuterpart of the 
Harlequin of the modern stage, and had a twofold 
office j to instigate the hero of the piece to wickedness, 
and, at the same time, to protect him from the Devil, 
whom he was permitted to buffet and baflle with his 
wooden sword, till the process of the story required 
that both the protector and the protected should be 
carried off by the fiend; or the latter driven roaring 
from the. stage by some miraculous interposition in 
favour of the repentant offender." The name seems 
also to have been applied generally to any impersona
tion of wickedness. In Ben Jonson's' The Devil is 
an Ass,' we read :-

* Strutt's sports and Pastimes. 
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" &1. Wbat Vice? 
What kind wouldst tbou bave it of? 

Pug. Wby,any: Fraud, 
Or Covetousness, or Lady Vanity, 
Or old Iniquity."· 

The name of Woodh0u8e may be either a local one, 
or the designation of a favourite character in the mum
mings and Christmas festivities of our ancestors-if the 
latter, it may find a place here. The Wodehouse, or 
Wild Man of the Woods, was usually represented as 
a hairy monster wreathed about the temples and loins 
with holly and ivy, and much resembling the "wild 
man," so familiar in heraldric bearings. I am inclined 
to think he was originally derived from the Woden of the 
Saxon mythology. The etymon of Woden appears to 
be pobe, mad, wild, furious, which agrees well enough 
with the assumed character of the "W odehouse 
straunge" of the olden days of merrie England. As the 
W odehouse was distinct from the religious cast of the 
characters who performed in the Mysteries just referred 
to, he survived the Reformation, and continued to be 
a favourite .till a comparatively recent period. " When 
Queen Elizabeth was entertained at Kenilworth Castle, 
various spectacles were contrived for her amusement, 
and some of them produced, without any previous no
tice, to take her, as it were, by surprise. It happened 
about nine o'clock one evening, as her majesty returned 
from hunting, and was riding by torcl'-light, there 
came suddenly out of the wood by the road-side, a man 
habited like a savage, covered with ivy, holding in one 
of his hands an oaken plant tom up by the roots, who 

• Knigbt'. Pict. Sbakspere. 
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placed himself before her, and after holding some dis
course with a counterfeit echo, repeated a poetical 
oration in her praise, which was well received. This 
man was Thomas Gascoyne the poet; and the verses 
he spoke on the occasion were of his own composition."* 

As an accompaniment to this Chapter I here present 
the tt live1y effigies" of a W odehouse, "set down," as 
old V erstegan would say, "in picture." 

* Nicholl's Progresses, vol. i, quoted in Hone's Strutt's Sports and Pas. 
times, p. 253. 
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CHAPTER XV . 

• OF SURNAMES DERIVED FROM OATHS AND EXCLAMATIONS. 

is highly probable that not a few of 
the family names which baffle the 
etymologist, and seem to have no 
manner of propriety in them, were 
originally applied to persons who ha
bitually employed some oath or other 

exclamation, and so interlarded their conversation with 
it, that it was associated with all their neighbours' 
reeollections of them: In a rude state of society these 
expressions would become the sobriquets by which such 
persons would be known; and upon the establishment 
of an hereditary nomenclature they would descend as 
veritabl~ surnames. 

How readily any habitual expression of a person 
may be turned against him by his neighbours, and be
come a nickname, must be familiar to all who have. 
had some experience of village life. . We have known 
a ·stammerer acquire a sobriquet from the broken syl
lables of his rapid speech. Say-Say was the .established 
appellation of an old gentleman whose address in con
versation was uniformly, ct I say-say, old boy;" while 
another was constantly called By Geurge, from his use 
of that expression on all occasions. In the same 
manner the whole nation of the Teutonic Normans, 
after their settlement in N eustria, acquired from the 
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French the sobriquet of Bigod, because (as Camden says) 
" at every other word they would swear "By God." * 
Thus 'Norman' and r Bigod' became synonymous ex
pressions. Hence our old English baronial surname 
Bigod, and hence, as philologists assure us, the English 
word t bigot,' which was antiently equiValent to super
stitious. And it is not a little curious that the equi
valent French oath, 'Par-Dieu,' has become naturalized 
among us under the various modifications of Pardew, 
Pardoe, Pardow, and Pardee. 

The singular name of Parcel, sometimes written 
Parsall, is probably corrupted from 'Par-Ciel,'. and 
corresponds with the indigenous one of Heaven. 

Profane swearing was one of the commonest vices of 
early times. To make asseverations by the soul or 
the body of the Creator was thought little of. Edward 
the Third had the motto-

".ap, ~ap, t~t lul?ttle "luan; 

};J? 6011t'~ ~oull am ttlP man," 

wrought upon his shield and surcoat. . I think the 
family names of Godsall and Godbody are from this 
source. 

Body and Soul, with their corruptions Sowle and 
Boddy, may have the same origin.' 

* The occasion when the sobriquet wu given wu u follows :-" When 
Rollo had Normandy made over to him by Carolus Stultus, with his 
daughter Gisla, he would not submit to kiss Charles's foot. And when 
his friends urged him by all means to kiss the king's foot, in gratitude for 
so great a favour, he made answe.r in the English tongue !it M Ill? 80b', 
that is, Not so by God. Upon which the king and his courtiers deriding 
him, and corruptly repeating his answer, called him Bigod; from whence 
the Normans are to this day termed BlOOD I." (Camd. Britannia, edit. 1722. 
vol. i, p. ccix.) Rollo's answer, however, wu not EngU,A, but the old 
Teutonic of his ancestors. 
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. Godhelpe, Godbehere, Godmefetch were probably 
. habitual expressions of the persons who first acquired 

those names. These are all names of great antiquity ; 
80 also are Olyfader (Holy Father) and Help'UIIgod, 
occurring in the Sussex Subsidy Rolls for 1296. 

Many of the names of Saints may have become sur
names in this manner; and hence we may account for 
the various names of which 'Lady' forms a part. In 
Catholic times, 'By our Lady' was a common oath . 

. Among the names referred to are Ladyman, Shakelady, 
T'iplady, Taplady, and Toplady; and that most odd and 
most polysyllabic of English Surnames-God-love-mi. 
lady! 

'Godkin, Blood, and Saere (Fr.) may be regarded as 
, clipped oaths,'. while Bodkin is, perhaps, a contraction 
of the medieval oath, 'Ods bodikills.' 

. I flhall close this short Chapter with a list of names . 
of very doubtful origin, but ~hich may have been de
rived in each case from some expression much used in 
conversation by the person to whom it was originally 
given: 

Truly, Fudge, Hayday, So (?), Heigho, Hum, Well
done, Goodlad, Farewell, Goodsir, Godsalve, Goodluck. 

Goodday, Godden (good-even), still used in the North. 
Belcher is, perhaps, the O. French bel chere, good 

company: . 

" For cosynage and eek Cor liele deer." Chaucer, 14820. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

OF OTHER SURNAMES ORIGINALLY SOBRIQUETS. 

11 GREAT proportion of nearly all the 
preceding classes of Surnames were in 
their primary application merely nick-

11,· ~ names or sobriquets; but there are 
~ many others which do not admit of 

classification with any of the kinds 
already reviewed. I shall proceed to give a few of 
these, with their probable derivations . 

. Some seem to have been imposed on account of 
peculiarities of gait, as Steptoe, Stanijast, Golightly, 
Rushout, Treadaway, Dance, Dancey, Stantieven, Skyp. 

Others on account of a gossiping propensity, as 
Earwhisper, Chataway, Hearsay, Cant, and Lip-trot .' 

Some indicate industry in various useful callings, as 
Clapshoe, Gathercoal, Gathergood, Tugwell, Clinkscales (!). 

Others on the contrary denote indolence, as Doo
little, Timeslow. * 

Some seem to refer to poverty; as Houseless, Hunger, 
Drought, Need, Dearth .. 

* This is a name of no modern origin. Katherine Swinford, third wife 
of John of Gaunt, had a waiting chambermaid so called. Her tomb, for
merly in St. Andrew's church, Hertford, was thus inscribed: U Hie jscet 
Alice Tyme-sWw, quondam dominella DucisSle Lancastrim, qui obiii 
XVI Sept. MCCCXCVl." 
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Others to some habit, as Whistler, Eatwell, Cram (I), 
Rideout, Chew, Drawwater, Twiceaday, Gotobed, Daily, 
Go-cum. 

Some seem appropriate to braggarts, as Challenge, 
BOaBt, Brag, Lustyblood; and some to mischievous 
persons, as Scattergood. 

Swindles and Bilke would be unfbrtunate names for 
a couple of honest tradesmen'; but I cannot guess at 
their origin . 

. Some appear to refer to character and disposition, as 
. Dudgeon, Wagg, Raw, Smoothman. 

A few may refer to accidents which befel the original 
bearers, as FallOtJer, Quiclifall,* Orufheye. 

Others may indicate cowardice, 8.8 Chick, Faint. 
Drinkwater, Drinkmilk, Drinksop, and Drinkdregs 

form a queer quartette of names, and seem to refer 
to fondness of the respective beverages: though Camden 
places the first among local names. 

, Brownsword, Dagger, Pistol, Trigger, Warbolt, 
. Shotbolt, if not nicknames, may have been inn-signs. 

Paybody was perhaps a very honest trader; Ruegain 
was certainly a very foolish one, if honest t 

Such names 8.8 "Window, Doors, Pillar, Porcll, 
Tomb, Coffin, CaBement, Treasure, Ring, Rope, Bridle, 
Latch, Lintell, Sheath, Goldring, doubtless refer to some 

. forgotten incident in the life of the first bearer: 
In the wardrobe accounts of Edward I, the follow

ing sobriquets, become surnames, appear. t Thomas 
Tk0U8andpound j Robert Snowball (Snouball), by anti
phrasis perhaps for a dark complexion; Nicholas 
Malemeyns (bad hands). Dulcia ifynamour ('Sweet 

• .. Died on the 7th inst. at Came, co. Dorset, Mrs. Ann Quicl:-fall, 
aged 901"-Lady'. New.papn-, June 17, 1848. 

t Ex. inf. W. H. Blaauw, Esq. 
I. 11 
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Fine-love'} was a dealer in beer, and supplied the king 
at Westminster with 450 gallons of that refreshing 
fluid, which, if it possessed the same excellent qualities 
as the name of its vendor, must have been the 
'superior XXX' of the thirteenth century: • 

. Some appear to have been given on account of pe-
euliarity of costume, as H1fIh-hat, Slipshoe, Gaieote. .J.. 

In a Sussex subsidy roll for 1296 occur the follow", ~ 
ing names: J. Klenewater, Roger Se:capple, Walter \), 
Pudding, R. Pluc/crose, J. Pullerose, R. Slythody (!), t 
w. Bronwere (' brown-ware'), T. Spen~love, - Molce- ~ 
trot, W. Storm, Nie. Trusselooe, aud W. Wolfheryng 1* , .... 
Symon Knave, in the same list, was not opprobrious in . r::.. 
those early times, but still retained its primitive mean- ~ 
ing of servant. . ~ 

An accidental mispronunciation of a word, or an \" 
inane and silly remark, has often been cast back, as a 
sobriquet, upon the person using it j from this con- '~ 
temptible source IfJ!JJJ.- spring such names as Sayee, ~ 
Guppy,t Maingy, Twigger, Wools, Agg, Digmeed, Bub6 ~ 
and GruM (all on the books of Pemb. ColI. Oxford 
in 1832), Twitky, Nuteky, Jowsy, S Vitt 
Throttles, Jagger, Wo:c, Fligg, JiM, Ragg, Lu, d 
BraMs. (It is but right to add that these last names 
have been selected from a list compiled from such 
authorities as Police Reports and the Newgate Calendar. 
Hence probably many of them are modern sobriquets 
and aliases.) Diggle, Bultitude, Stuhmn, BiMy, Duddy, 
Kehhy, Pilley, Cupples, Hoppy, Twiddy, Humpage, 
Guydiekens, Puddy, Quelly, Repuke (sic !), Quomman, 

* The same. William Ie Hog, and Roger Ie WapI, occur in this roll. 
WapI is still a Sussex provincialism for wasp. 

t This may however be a corruption of Goupil, an obsolete French word 
for fotIG, which is still retained as a surname in Normandy. 

Digitized by Google 



SOBRIQUETS. 

Killikillll and Bospidnick! Doo, Datt, Dudge, Prigg, 
Shikes, Bole, Jeve, 7Winks, Pupp, Titt, Hut, Fake, 
Wodge, Fooks, Baa, Coggs, Snigg, Snagg, Smouck, 
Shick, Skum, hum, Lusk, Gagg, Smll, Voak, and Chout, 
seem to set all etymology at defiance. Several of 
them might probably be found in a 'slang' dictionary, 
and others would in all likelihood prove, on investiga
tion, to have originated within the last century. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

SURNOMINAL PUNS.-A HALF-CENTURY OF FACETI.£. 

ElECTOR BENEVOLEI Lov ... thou. 
PUN? Or art thou of like opinion 
with that most grave and profound 
Doctor, that severe moralist, Johnson, 
hight Samuel; to wit, that he who 
would make a pun would pick a pocket?* 

If 80, turn, I pray thee, to another chapter, and be thou 
no partaker of the evil deeds of those who idly play with 
words, and waste their breath to tickle their ears; 
for be it known that this chapter is to be devoted 
to puns. 

It is not my intentiou to dissertate upon puns and 
punning, but only to set down at random such of 
these "conceits, quirks, quibbles, jests, and repartees"t 
as relate to family names. I would, however, premise 
a word or two in defence of the practice. 

The Great Author of man's redemption, addressing 
one of his disciples, says: "Thou art Peter, and upon 
this Rock will I build my church." Thus the sublimest 
Teacher of the sublimest morality saw no impropriety in 
an allusion in the nature of a pun. 

* And yet this very Samuel, once at least in his lifetime, perpetrated a 
pun. When Mn. Barbauld was introduced to him, he growled ("'0 more), 
.. Bare.bald! why that's the very pleono"" qf baldneu I" 

t Dr. Watts. 
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Sophocles, whom no one will suspect of false taste, 
making allusion to the name of Pyrrhus, calls him, 
c 0 Pur' -0 fire I Philoctet. act iv, 8C. 2. 

When the defender of a certain extortioner, whom 
Lutatius OatulUII accused, thought he could by a sar· 
casm disconcert his too vehement adversary: "Why," 
said he, "do you bark, little dog?" (Quid latras 
Catule?) "Because I saw a thief I" replied Catulus. 

~schylus and Horace occasionally pun. 
Thus punning has the sanction of antiquity. 
Much of the piquancy of modem dramatists results 

tl-om their employment of this species of wit. Shak. 
speare abounds in puns on names, 

Punning was much affected in Germany in: the six
teenth century, not only in literature, but in affairs of 
the most serious nature. Many of our old divines of a 
later period frequently indulge in a pun. 

Of Hudibras we are informed that-

" he scarce could ope 
His mouth, but out there flew a trope ;" 

and I have known some, equally fecund in .puns, who, 
nevertheless, would not " pick a pocket" for the world. 

I. SIR THOMAS MORE enjoyed a pun and a repartee. 
On one occasion his fondness for this species of humour 
got the better of his persecuting zeal. A man named 
SILVER being brought before him, he said, "Silver, you 
must be tried by fire!' "Yes," replied the prisoner, 
" but you know, my Lord, that Quick Silver cannot abide. 
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the fire!" Pleased with this answer, Sir Thomas suf
fered the man to depart. 

II. IN the seventeenth century, Attorney-general 
Noy was succeeded by Sir Johu Bankes, and Chief
justice Heath being found guilty of bribery, Sir John 
Finch obtained the office: hence it was said : 

" Noy's flood is gone, 
The BaM. appear; 

Heath is shorn down, 
And Finch sings there I" 

III. CAMDEN closes his curious collection of Epitaphs 
with the following, on "Thomas Churchyard, the poore 
Court-Poet." 

"Come, Alecto,a)ld lend me thy torch, 
To finde a. Chwrch-lI.ard in the Church-porch, 
Ponerty and Poetry this Tombe doth inclose, 
Therefore, Gentlemen, be merry in Prose."· 

IV. DR. LETTSOM, a famous physician of the last 
century, used to sign his prescriptions "I. LETTSOM," 
which gave rise to the following: 

" When any patients calls in haste, 
I physics, bleeds, and sweats 'em; 

If after that they choose to die, 
Why, what cares I?-

I LETS'EM." 

V. A l'ERSON whose name was Gunn complained to 

* There is a little mistake here, for Churchyard was buried in the eAoir 
of St. Margaret'., Westminster.-Weeoer·. IV ... MOIl. p.271. 
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a friend that his attorney in his bill had not let him off 
easily. "That is no wonder," said his friend, "as he 
charged you too high /" But this is not so good as an 
entry in the custom-house books of Edinburgh~ where 
jt appears that, A, meaning Alexander-" A. Gun'll. was 
di6charged for making a false report /" 

VI. THE late Mr. I. Came, the wealthy shoemaker 
of Liverpool, who left his immense property to public 
charities, opened his tirst shop on the opposite side of 
the street to that in which he had been a servant, and 
inscribed its front with-" I CAME PROM: OVBR THE 
WAY." 

VII. A PRIEND of mine on being introduced to a 
Rev. Canon of St. Paul's, named Wodsworth, remarked 
(aside) that the latter was non verbo dignus-not 
Wordsworth / 

VIII. ON the failure of two bankers in Ireland, 
named Gonne and Going, some one wrote: 

"GOING and GONNE are now both one, 
For GONNE is GOING, and GOING'S GONE I" 

IX. ·A PARAGRAPH to the following effect went the 
. round of the papers not many years since: Two 

attorneys in partnership in a town in the United States 
had the name of the firm, which was "Catcham and 
Chetum," inscribed in the usual manner upon theit office 
door; but as the singularity and ominous juxta-position 
of the words led to many a coarse joke from passers-by, 
the men of law attempted to destroy, in part, the effect 
of the odd association by the insertion of the initials of 
their Christian names, which happened to be Isaiah and 
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Uriahj but this made the dair ten times worse, for the 
inscription then ran 

ttl. CATCHAM AND U. CHETUM.".III* 

X. MOST persons object to having their names made 
the subjects of a pun. It I was once," says F. Leiber, 
"in company with a Mr. Short. in whose presence a 
Mr. Shorter was mentioned. 'Your son?' said a by
stander quite gravely to Mr. Short, who, like most 
people, disrelished the joke on his name very much."t 
Shenstone is said to have comforted himself with the 
consciousness that his name was not obnoxious to 
a pun. 

XI. THE follow~ng epitaph on Constance Lucy (one 
of the Shak.spearean Lucys), who died in 1596, aged 10, 
is in the church of the Holy Trinity, Minories. 

- tt Et quondam lucida, luce caret, 
Ante annos Contltantl, humilis, mansueta, modesta." 

XII. IN 1818, a person named Da'II(Jer kept a pub
lic-house near Cambridge, on the Huntingdon road. 
On being compelled to quit his house, he built an inn 
on the opposite side of the road, and placed beneath 
his sign, "Da'II(Jer from over the way," wpereupon his 
successor in the old hostel inscribed over his door, 
"There is no Danger here now,"-a fair mea8Ure of 
vintner's wit. . 

* CAetum is probably a corruption of Chetham, the name of an antient 
family in Lancashire, of which ihe munificent founder of Manchester Col
lege was a member. 

t Stranger in America, voL ii; a work which contain. a very curious 
letter on American names. 

Digitized by Google 



PUNS. 249 

XIII. 'FoGG AND MIST were china-men in Warwick 
street. The firm afterwards became Fogg and Son, on 
which it was remarked that ft the Sun had. driven away 
the Mist I"· 

XIV. AT THUNDRIDGE, co. Herts, is an inscription 
to the memory of Roger Gardiner, son of Edward 
Gardiner, Esq., who died in 1558, aged 21. 

"1\01" lWJ btrt btfore bi' bQut. 
ttb~ 'bo~ ~, Oar'biner 10" bi' Iobler." 

xv .. THE senior churchwarden of Hackney some 
time since was Mr. Dunn, and his junior, Mr. Welldone, 
which involved a paradox, for by this arrangement Mr. 
Welldone was under-Dunn.' . 

XVI. WITHIN the precincts of one of our cathedrals, 
a ball being about to take place at the house of one of 
the canons, a gentleman of the name of Nays was asked 
in company whether he was to be present at it. " To 
be sure," said a gentleman who heard it; ft how should 
a canon-ball go off without Noys?" 

·XVII. IN ALL-SAINTS, HERTFORD, is the following 
somewhat contradictory epitaph: 

"Here sleeps Mr. Wake,' 
Who gave four small bells." 

XVIII.· Skin and Bone were the names of tw,o 
millers at Manchester, on whom Dr. Byrom wrote :~ 

" Bone and Skin, two millers thin, 
Would starve us all or near it ; 

But be it known to Skin and Bone, 
That flesh. and blood can't bear it/'· 

ll§ 
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XIX. ONB of Curran's wittiest repartees was made 
at the expense of Egan, an Irish barrister. Entering 
court one day, Egan saw a certain nameless intruder on 
his friend's wigl and tapping him on the shoulder, ex
claimed, with a knowing shrug-

tI Cujum pecus? an Melibrei ?'I 

to which, with admirable promptitude, C!ll'ran replied

" Non, verum Egonis: nuper mihi tradidit Egan !'I 

XX. A COUNTRYMAN reading upon a waggon the 
names of John Fell and Richard Fell, exclaimed with 
a horse-laugh, "HoI ho! Then I s'pose they both 
toombled together I" 

XXI. LORD NORBURY was asking the reason of the 
delay that happened in a cause, and was answered it 
was because Mr. Serjeant Joy, who was to lead, was 
absent, but Mr. Hope, the solicitor, had said he would 
return immediately; upon which his lordship humo
rously repeated the well-known lines, 

" Hope told a flattering tale 
That Joy would soon return." 

XXII. AN IRISHMAN saw the sign of the Rising 
Sun near Seven Dials, beneath which the name of the 
landlord, Aaron Moon, was written with only the initial 
letter of the Christian name, whereupon he -exclaimed 
to a friend, "Och! Phelim, dear, see here. They talk 
of Irish bulls: why here's a fellow now, who puts up 
the Ruing Sun and calls it A. Moon!" 

XXIII. NICHOLSON, whose portrait by Reinagle 
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adorns the University Library at Cambridge, originally 
hawked prints and maps round the colleges for sale; 
and it was his custom to bawl at the foot of the stair. 
cases, "Maps." This at length became his sobriquet, 
and elicited from a learned Cantab the following witty 
hexameter: 

"Ma~ ;;VTOV lCa).~ova, e:oq ;;v8fEI; 8~ N1X0).aoll." 

" Snobs call him Nicholson, plebeian name, 
Which ne'er could hand a snobite down to fame; 
But to posterity he'll go-perhaps, 
Since Granta's classic sons have dubbed him Mapa." 

XXIV. AN epitaph on Mr. JOHN BERRY. 

" How I how! who's buried here? 
JOHN BERRY: Is't the younger? 
No, it is the Elder-BERRY. 
An ELDER-BERRY buried surely must 
Rather spring up and live than turn to dust: 
So may our BERRY, whom stern Death has slain, 
Be only huried to rise up again." 

Heraldic .4.rwmalie8. 

XXV. ON the worthy Dr. Fuller: 

" Here lies FULLER'S EARTH I" 

XXVI. ON Dr. Walker, who wrote a book on the 
English particles: 

Ct Here lie WALKER'S PARTICLES." 

XXVII. WHO has not read, in the Prolusiones Phi. 
losophicre of the venerable Josephus Millerius, the sex
ton's bill for making Mr. Button's grave?-

"To making a Button-hole, 48. 6d." 
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Here is a variorum edition of· the same pun: 
"Which is the deepest, the longest, the broadest, and 
the smallest grave in Esher churchyard? Ana. That 
in which Miles Button lies buried; for it contains Miles 
below the sod, Miles in length, and Miles in breadth
and yet is only a Button-hole !" 

XXVIII. Gnu,LDus CAMBRENSIS tells a curious 
anecdote of three persons travelling together, of whom 
the first was an archdeacon named Peche (lammed Pec
catum), the second a rural dean called Deville, and the 
third, a Jew. When they arrived at R18treet, on the 
borders of Wales, the archdeacon remarked to his subor
dinate that their jurisdiction began there and extended 
to MalpQ8. ,I Ah!" said their companion, II is it even 
so? a great marvel be it if I escape with a whole skin 
out of this jurisdiction, where the archdeacon is Sin, 
the dean a Devil, and the boundaries Ill-atreet and 
Mal-pQ88e /',* 

XXIX. THE name of the celebrated Alexander 
Nequam (Anglice I Bad') furnished the wits of his age 
with food for merriment. Wishing to devote himself 
to a monastic life in the abbey of St. Albans' (his na
tive town) he applied to the rUler of that establishment 
for admission. The abbot's reply was thus laconically 
expressed: 

"Iii fJonu~ 1Ji~, bmia~ ~i f!equam, nequaquam!' 

If you be good you may come; if WICKED, by no means! 

He changed his name to Neckham, and was received 
into the fraternity. 

, * Camd. Rem. p. 141. 
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Philip, bishop of Lincoln, once sent Nequam this 
challenge: 

"Et niger et nequam, cum sis cognomine Nequam, 
~igrior ~sse potes, nequior esse nequis." 

'Both black and bad, whilst Bad the name to thee, 
Blacker thou mayst, but worse thou canst not be.' 

To this nominal compliment Alexander retorted-

" Phi, nota fretoris, lippus malus omnibus horis; 
Phi malus et lippus, totus malus ergo Philippus." 

, Stinks are branded with a Phi, 
Lippus Latin for blear eye; 
Phi and lippus, bad though either, 
What must they be both together 1'· 

Neckham died in 1227. 

XXX. CURRAN'S hon-mot on a brother barrister 
named Going is quite worthy of him. This gentleman 
fully verified the time-honoured adage, that 'a story 
never loses in the telling,' and took care to add to every 
anecdote all the graces that could be derived from his 
own embellishment. An instance of this was once re
marked to Curran, who scarcely knew one of his own 
stories, it had so grown by the carriage. "I see," 
said he, "the proverb is quite applicable, 'Vires 
acquirit eundo'-It gathers by Going I" 

XXXI. CURRAN'S ready wit never failed him. A 
gentleman named .!Eneas Macdonnell had been con
ducted to the watchhouse in a state of great 'incapa
bility,' as he was returning from the enjoyment of the 

• Puller's Worthies, p. 25. 
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hospitality of Archbishop Troy, and was charged with 
the offence the following morning; when Curran re
marked, that the patrol had been guilty of a great 
blunder as well as a gross libel, since the gentleman was 
no less a person than "PiUs .£neu escaping from 
Troy's sacle /" 

XXXII. "SIB," said a guest to his host one day at 
dinner, "this is a most excellent sirloin-pray what is 
the name of your purveyor?" "Addison," was the 
reply. "Any relation to the Spectator?" added the 
guest. II Most probably," was the prompt rejoinder, 
<C for I often see steel by his side I" 

XXXIII. ON Mr. AIRE, in St. Giles's Cripplegate: 

II Methinks this was a wondrous death, 
That AIRE should die for want of breath !" 

XXXIV. DR. HAWES was a physician in full prac
tice. His name, one Christmas, called forth the 
following epigram: 

II Perpetual freezings, and perpetual thaws, 
Though bad for hips, are special good for Hawes /" 

XXXV. "INSCRIPTION on my bed-maker at Cam
bridge) by J. M., Nov. 1789. 

"Homini 
qui hic jacet 

Nomen erat 
Mus; 

Licet igitur viatori 
exclamare 
ERAS-MUS." 
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"Poor Mus when here a Gyp of lowly house, 
Might wantonly be called a man or mouse; 
But dead, he seems by virtue of his name, 
To be a man of an immortal fame!" 

255 

XXXVI. THREE celebrated physicians of Cambridge 
bore the names of Short, Long, and Askew. In Dyer's 
History of Cambridge is the following punning conun-
drum on this trio: ~ 

. ~ 
"What's Doctor, and Dr., and ~r:.s writ so ?-" 

"Doctor Long, Doctor Short, and Doctor Askew! I" 

XXXVII. MR. FLOWER, formerly rector of St. Mar
garet's, Lothbury, for nearly half a century, had the 
following quaint inscription, probably written by him
self, inscribed on his tomb: 

"I came up like a Flower, anno 1622, and was cut 
down anno 1698, but shall flourish again." 

" Nunc nihil suave superest, prreter nomen." 

XXXVIII. A SHORT time since a tradesman named 
James Fell migrated from Ludgate Hill to Fleet 
Street, and announced the event in the following 
manner: 

"I FELL 

from Ludgate Hill j" 

under which a wag wrote-

n Oh! what a fall was there, my countryman !" 

XXXIX. AN OLD LADY, who was very anxious re
specting a fav9urite nephew, a student at Catherine 
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Hall, enquired of his tutor how he conducted himself. 
"Oh," replied the latter, "very well indeed, madam; he 
sticks to Catherine Hall." ~'Sticks to Catherine Hall, 
does he? the young reprobate-but his father was just 
like him, always fond of the girls !" 

XL. SIB J ORN MANNEBS, who was created Earl of 
Rutland, told Sir Thomas More that he was too much 
elated by his preferment, and really verified the old 
proverb, 'Honores mutant Mores.' " Nay, my lord," 
retorted Sir Thomas, "the proverb does much better in 
English: Honours change Manners!" 

XLI. A GENTLEMAN, named Page, picked up a lady's 
glove, and presented it to her with the following im. 
promptu: 

" If that from Glove you take the letter G, 
Then glove is love, and that I give to thee." 

To which she wittily responded: 

"If that from Page you take the letter P, 
Then Page is age, and that won't do for me!" 

This small anecdote may probably be not very new 
to the readers of Josephus (Millerius, I mean); the fol. 
lowing better one is an acknowledged extract from that 
classical writer: "It being proved in a trial at Guild. 
hall that a man's name was really Inch, who pretended 
it was Linch: 'I see,' said the judge, 'the proverb is 
verified in this man, who, being allowed an inch, has 
taken an L!'" "Out of this," adds a learned editor of 
our venerable author, "comes the jeu d'espritfathered 
upon Liston and his fascinating and petite spoUlle. 
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Bome one having addressed the lovely little lady as 
" Mrs. L," "Mrs. L /" repeated the comedian, "I call 
her Mrs. Inch." 

XLII. EPITAPH: 

" Here lieth Jack Meadow, 
Whose dayes passed away like a shadow. 

N.B. His proper name was Field, but it is changeCl 
here for the sake of the rhyme! I" 

XLIII. THE following jeu d'esprit appeared in the 
newspapers in 1841. 

THE 'LOGUE' FAMILY. 

"The crier of a neighbouring county-court was upon 
a certain occasion required to go to the court-house 
door, and, as is usual in the absence of a witness, call 
out for Philip Logue, one of the sons of Erin, who had 
been summoned in a certain case then pending. The 
man of the baton accordingly stepping to the door, sang 
out at the top of his voice, Philip Logue I Philip Logue! 
A wag of a lawyer, happening to pass the door at the 
time, whispered in his ear, 'Epilogue' also. Eppy 
Logue I bawled the crier. ' Decalogue" too, prompted 
the lawyer, sotto voce. Dicky Logue I vociferated the 
crier. 'Apologue,' suggested the man of law. Apo 
Logue! reiterated the official, at the same time expos ... 
tulating with the lawyer,-' Surely you want the whole 
family of 'em, Sir I' 'Prologue" said the persevering 
lawyer, with assumed indifference. Pro Logue! rang 
through the hall, attracting the attention of everybody 
in court, and shocking the tympana of the dignitaries 
on the bench themselves, who not understanding the 
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cauae of all thi. vociferation, dispatched. a tipstaff with 
all haste to order the crier to desist from any further 
invocation of the numerous family of the Loguu !" 

So much, at preaent, for direct puns. Let us now 
turn for awhile to the odd and curious associations in 
the nature of puns to "be met with in every-day life. 
Marriage, commercial partnerships, and similar relatiollS 
frequently exhibit very humorous combinations, and 
sometimes the name of a person suits admirably to, or 
differs toto ctBlo from, his office or vocation. 

XLIV. 'Hymen plays sad vagaries with the nomencla; 
ture of his votaries. We, have seen Mr. Good married 
to Miss Evil; Mr. Bean to Miss Pease; Mr. Brass to 
Miss Mould; and Mr. Gladd"h to Miss Cleverlll.* "Two 
Messn. Lamb of Salisbury Square, London," writes a 
facetious correspondent, " married. the two Misses Wolfe 
of Ewell,' thus fulfilliug an 'antient prophecy, si ita 
dicam!" . In Edinburgh lately the following ornitho
logical match took place, which set the whole neigh
bourhood in a flutter. Miss Henrietta Peacock was 
espoused to Mr. Robin SparrOtO, by the Rev. Mr. Dow, 
the bridesman being Mr. Philip Hawk, and the bridei
woman Miss Larkins. The marriage lines were ex
tracted by Mr. John CrOtO, session clerk. It is worthy 
of further remark that the sexton's name is Raven, one 
of the pew-openers is a Gull, and the assistant-sextoI1, 
not of course in holy orders, is a Henry LAy-cock!t 

Mr. Goose, according to a provincial paper, lately 
married a Miss Flock. Hence a troop of goslings may 
result; while from the union of Mr. Dunbar, iron-

* Collet's Relics of Literature, p. 39;;. 
t Newspaper parsgraph. 
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• founder, to Miss Link a .long chain of posterity may be 
expected •. 

XLV. IN partnerships we often discover a singular 
junction of names, as 'Bowyer and Fletcher;' 'Carpenter 
and Wood;' 'Spinage and Lamb;' 'Sage and Gosling ;' 
'Rumfit and Cutwell, tailors ;' 'Pipe and Tabor;' 
'Greengoose and Measure,' another firm of tailors; 
'Single and Double j' 'Evans and Liberty' (Piccadilly 
-a political cry); 'Foot and Stocking, hosiers j' and 
'Wright, .late Read and Wright.' 'Adam and Eve' 
were surgeons in partnership in Paradise Row I In 

. Holborn, ' Byers' and ' Sellers' live in fortunate proxi
mity on opposite sides of the street •. 

XL VI. SOMETIMES (as I have said) the occupation of 
persons harmonizes admirably with t~eir surnames. I 
have noticed this fact particularly in relation to inn
keepers. 

Gin and Ginman are publicans; so is Alehouae. 
Seaman is landlord of the 'Ship' Hotel, and .A. King 
holds the' Crown and Sceptre' in City Road! Portwine 
and (his poor relative?) Negua are very properly licensed 
victuallers, one in Westminster, the other in Bishopsgate 
Street. Corker is a pot-boy, whose nameaft'ords a 
happy omen of his one day rising to the rank of a· 
butler. MiI1:well keeps a country inn. 

Again, Tugwell is a shoemaker; so are Fitall and 
Treadaway; so is Pinch (bad. in to-to). Another Tugwell 
is a dentist; Bird an egg-merchant; Hemp a sheriff's 
officer j Isaac Paddle commands a steam-boat; and 
Mr. Punt is a member of the Surrey when'Y-ciub! 
Laid-man was a pugilist j and Smooker (qu. 'smoker?') 
a lime-burner! 
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Brand-ram is the name of an excellent episcopalian 
putfYI' ; Nigk-font is a clergyman, and Order-a01l. a 
Catholic priest. 

II Major Divu," says a correspondent, "lives next 
door to me, and Lazarus picks up his crumbs as a 
hawker, round the comer." 

A Sackeverel, according to Mr. Halliwell, means 
'the iron door or blower at the mouth of a stove.' 
What an appropriate designation for the only historical 
person bearing it, who was a most successful blower of 
the fires of discord I 

Pop-ham is a general in the army j Dun-man is the 
toll-taker upon Waterloo Bridge j Light-foot was a 
dancing-master; Ride-out a stable-keeper j and Pye a 
pastry-cook. 

XLVII. SOMETIMES, however, the name assorts very 
badly with the occupation. For instance, Little/ear, 
Butcher, Death, and Coffin were the names of so many 
apothecaries and surgeons; and Mrs. Despair was a 
monthly nurse I Grind-all was an archbishop-should 
have been a miller . 

• U In the neighbourhood of a fashionable square in 
London," deponeth a late newspaper paragraph, " are 
now living surgeons whose names are Churchyard, 
Death, Blood, and Slaughter." . 

A correspondent sends me the following list of gen
tlemen of the medical profession known to him : 

DOCTORS. Phyaick, Galen, Butcher, Slaullhter, Coffin, 
and Tomb. 

SURGEONS. Blood, Bone, Braine, Cutler, Cutting, 
Cannon (in the Artillery), Rawbone, SiaM, Burna, Hurt, 
and Smart!. 

Three butchers in Sussex bear the singularly ro. 
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mantic; but wholly ina.ppropriate, surnames of Venus .. 
. Love, and Myrtle! . 

A 'long beard' does not seem an appropriate ap
pendage to the chin of a pastry-cook. It is, however, 
no less strange than true, that some few years since 
there were on the eastern side of Regent Street only 
three confectioners, whose surnames were-

, VERRY' 
LONG 

BEARD! 

. With such names before him, Horace Smith asserts 
that " Surnames ever go by contraries." 

"Mr. Old_tie dwella in a modem-bnilt hut, 
Miss Sage is of mad-caps the archeat, 

Of all the queer bachelors Cupid e'er cut, 
Old Mr. YoungAur6ad's the starchest. 

* * * * * 
Mr. Swift hobbles onward, uo mortal kDows how, 

He moves as though cords had entwiued him; 
Mr. Metcalfe ran oW upon meeting a cow, 

With pale Mr. Turnlndl behind him! 

* * * * * 
Mr. Barker's as mute as a fish in the sea, 

. Mr. Mile. never moves on a journey 
Mr. GotolJed sits up till half-after three, 

Mr. MaitptlllCtl was bred an attorney. 
Mr. Gardener can't tell a lower from a root, 

Mr. Wild with timidity draws back; 
Mr. Rider performs all his travels on foot, 

Mr. Foote all his journeys on horseback !". 

XLVIII. CI WHAT a name," the Doctor would say 
"is Lamb for a soldier; Joy for an undertaker; Rich for 
a pauper, or Noble for a tailor; Big for a lean or little 
person; and Small for one who is broad in the rear and 
abdominous in the van; Short for a fellow six feet 
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without his shoes; or Long for him whose high heels 
hardly· elevate him to the height of five; Sweet for one 
who has either a vinegar face or a foxy complexion; 
YoungkUllhand for an old bachelor; Merryweather for 
anyone in November, or February, a black spring, a 
cold summer, or a wet autumn; Goodenough for a per
son no better than he should be; Toogood for any 
human creature; and Best for a subject who is perhaps 
too bad to be endured."* 

XLIX. OUR painters of sign-boards are seldom very 
learned in punctuation. They generally either pre
sent us with a redundancy of stops, or totally omit 
them. In the latter case we sometimes meet with 
such inscriptions as-' A Wood Smith,' 'Lion Butcher,' 
'Clay Baker,' 'Winch Turner,' , Peacock Builder,' 
, Gay Painter,' 'Church Saddler,' 'Moon Gilder I' 

L. THE godfathers of one Jeremiah Ekins were 
James N ott and John Butt, after whom he was baptized 
with both their Christian and surnames. The effect of 
his name, when heightened with a comma or two, is 
very singular: 

James, Nott John, Butt Jeremiah, Ekins! 

LI. A HUXTER or market-gardener in Middlesex 
was brought before a magistrate for not having com
plied with the Act of Parliament which required that 
every owner of a cart should have his name, and that 
of his place of residence, with the words 'a taxed cart,' 
legibly painted thereon. In reply to the charge, the 
man asserted that he had done what the law demanded, 

* Southey's Doctor, vol. vii. 

--=--::----.-
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as the magistrate might easily convince himself j where
upon, a 'view' of the cart being taken, the following 
words were read: 

A MOST ODD ACT ON A TAXED CART. 

This looked strange, not to say contumacious, until it 
was explained to mean- . 

AMOS TODD, ACTON, A TAXED CART. I 

LII. A MAN of the name of Nobis having 
opened a public 'accommodation' on the high road 
leading from Pappenburgh, his neighbours caused him 
no little vexation by their opposition, &c.; but this, 
and other difficulties, he overcame by industry and 
perseverance, and after he had established himself, he 
made the following addition to his sign-board: "Si 
Deus pro Nobis, quis contra nos ?" If God be for us, 
who can be against us? 

LIII. SOUTHEY tells a story of a lady who ordered 
a book entitled 'An Essay on Burns,' thinking it was 
a dissertation on the genius of her favourite Scottish 
bard, but found to her disappointment that its 'subject
matter' was burns and scalds, and that the author was 
a surgeon. * I might add what would be a new 'fact 
for the faculty,' and contend that Burns and Scalds 
were synonymous, for the latter, among the old Scandi
navians, were poets. 

LIV. WILLIAM III, and his followers, landed at Tor-

* The Doctor. I once happened to be in a bookseller's shop when a 
rustic messenger who had been desired to order a copy of a well-known 
poem for his master, asked-" Please, Sir, have you got one of them books 
about Young Knight's ThoughtB?" 
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bay, on Nov. 5, 1688. A Mr. John" Duke.(of Otterton) .. 
a man of wealth and influence in Sidmouth, joined the 
hero on his arrival: being presented to the king, who 
asked him for his name, he replied, with a timid hasi· 
tation, "John Duke of Otterton." The prince ex· 
pressed his surprise, and taking from his pocket a list 
of the nobility, which he had been led to suppose was 
correct, looked over it, and then declared that no snch 
duke was to be found there I The gentleman, how. 
ever, soon rectified the mistake, by repeating his name 
with an accelerated pronunciation,-J ohn Duke, of 
Otterton. The mistake being thus corrected, William 
smiled at it, and embraced John Duke with joy. 

20/ 

END OF VOL. 1. 
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AN ESSAY 

ON 

ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

CHAPTER I. 

OF HISTORICAL SURNAMES. 

" Mien que tout autre monument a.t·on dit, les noms htlreditairea 
conservent Ie souvenir des ancetrea,"-SALVBRTB. 

" II y a peu de grandea maisons du Royaume qui n'ait IIQ/alJk parti. 
culi~re ",r I0Il origine," -DictiOflflllire de Ia NolJleI.e, 1783. 111Y an historical .urnam., I mean a 

name which has allusion to some cir-
cumstance in the history of the person 
who primarily bore it. In some cases 
the expression "accidental" would, 
perhaps, be more appropriate. Most 

nations, antient and modern, have had surnames of 
this kind. Those of Scropha and Asinia, bome by the 
families of the Tremellii and the Comelii, have already 
been alluded to. To this class also belongs the sur
name of Nutingum, bome by a Saxon earl, in con
sequence of his having been rescued in infancy from 
the nest of an eagle. The Italian family of Santa-

( , 11. 1 
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2 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

Croce (Holy-cross) were so denominated from one of 
their ancestors having brought the wood of the true 
cross into Italy. In many instances the name has 
survived all remembrance of the circumstance in which 
it originated. Beaufoy, for example, was perhaps given 
primarily to a vassal who had shown some particular in
stance of fidelity to his feudal superior; while Mal/eyth 
may have been attached to one who had been guilty 
of an act of treachery. Makepeace, again, was pro
bably assigned to a person who had officiated as a 
mediator between two hostile parties. In many cases, 
however, the memory of the event has been transmitted 
to our own times by tradition or actual record, and 
guaranteed by the heraldric ensigns of the family. In 
general the event redounds to the prowess and valour 
of the original bearer, either at the Norman Conquest, 
in the Crusades, or some other military expedition; 
though occasionally it rather reflects disgrace. Many 
of the names which have been given to foundlings be
long to this chapter. A few have relation to feudal 
tenures. 

Among the surnames said to have originated at the 
battle of Hastings, and shortly afterwards, are those of 
Fortescue, Eyre, and Osh(Yf'rte. 

The name of FORTESCUE is said to have been be
stowed on Sir Richard Ie Forte ("the strong "), one 
of the leaders in the Conquerors army, who had the 
good fortune to protect his chief at the battle of 
Hastings, by bearing before him a massive escu or 
shield. The noble family descended from this person
age use, in allusion to this circumstance and to their 
name, the punning motto,-jfOttt#~tutlUU salus 
mUtUlU-" A strong shield is the safety of com
manders." 
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The following traditionary anecdote belongs to the 
same date, and accounts for the name of EYRE: 

tt The first of this family was named Truelove, but at 
the battle of Hastings, Oct. 14, 1066, William was 
flung from his horse, and his helmet beaten into his 
face, which Truelove observiug, pulled off, and horsed 
him again. The duke told him, 'Thou shalt hereafter 
from Truelove be called Eyre (or Air), because thou 
hast given me the air I breathe.' After the battle, 
the duke, on inquiry respecting him, found him severely 
wounded (his leg and thigh having been struck off), 
ordered him the utmost care, and, on his recovery, 
gave him lands in Derby in reward for h~s services, 
and the leg and thigh in armour, cut off, for his crest, 
an honorary badge yet worn by all the Eyres in 
England."* 

There is more of romance than truth in this story, 
for it must strike the reader as very remarkable, that 
the personage of whom it is related-a Norman born 
and bred-should bear a cognomen so very English as 
True-love. The singular crest borne by his descend
ants must have originated from some more recent 
occurrence, as armorial bearings were not used for 
many years after the battle of Hastings. Still there 
may be some foundation for the tradition. The fol
lowing has more appearance of credibility; while it is 
unfortunate that the name to which it refers was borne 
as a Christian name much earlier than the date of the 
occurrence. 

"Walter, a Norman knight, and a great favourite of 
the king (William the First), playing at chess with that 
king on a summer evening, on the banks of the 

* Thorpe's Catalogue of the Deeds of Battel Abbey, p. 106, note. 
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Ouse, won all he played for. The king threw down 
the board, saying he had nothing more to play for. 
e Sir,' said Sir Walter, e here is land.' e There is so/ 
said the king, e and if thou beatest me this game also, 
thine be all the land on this side the bourne or river, 
which thou canst see as .thou sittest.' He had the 
good fortune to win; and the king, clapping him on 
the shoulder, said, e Henceforth thou shalt be called 
Ousehourne.' Hence it is supposed came the name of 
Osborne."* 

As I give my authorities for these anecdotes, the 
burden of proof does not rest with me. And even 
if the reader should deem some of them destitute of 
any foundation in truth, he will perhaps agree with 
me that they are worthy of preservation as curious· 
legends. 

Among the Anglo.Saxon families who resisted the 
dominion of William, that of Bulstrode is said to have 
been conspicuous. 

The head of that family was despoiled of his estate 
by the victorious Norman, who presented it to one of 
his own followers, and furnished him with a body of 
men to seize it by force. The Saxon called in the aid 
of some of his neighbours to defend his ancestral acres, 
and intrenched himself with an earthwork, which still 
exists to attest the truth of the'story. It happened 
that the besieged possessed no horses, so that they were 
fain to bestride certain bulls which they had brought 
together within the inclosure; and thus mounted they 
made a sally, and, completely routed their assailants. 
The king hearing of this gallant exploit, desired to see 
the heroes who had achieved it. The Saxon and his 

* Life of Corinna. Pegge's Curialia Miscellanea, p. 319. 
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HISTORICAL. 5 

seven sons, therefore, once more bf'.8trode their bulla 
and proceeded to court, when William was so much 
delighted with the interview, that he permitted them 
to remain in undisturbed possession of the estate. 
Hence they acquired the name of Bull-strode! tt Cock 
and Bull ," will probably escape the lips of the reader 
at the perusal of this story, since Bulstrode is a local 
surname borrowed from the parish in Buckinghamshire 
where this marvellous victory is alleged to have taken 
place. 

The following is said to be the origin of the surname 
of TYNTE: In the year 1192, at the battle of Ascalon, 
a young knight of the noble house of Arundel, clad all 
in white, with his horse's howsings of the same colour, 
so gallantly distinguished himself on that memorable 
field, that Richard Creur de Lion remarked publicly, 
after the victory, "that the maiden knight had borne 
himself as a lion, and done deeds equal to those of six 
ero1.ses [crusaders], whereupon he conferred on him for 
arms, tt a lion gules on a field argent, hetween six er088-
lets of the first," and for motto, Tynctua cruore Saraceno; 
" Stained, or dyed, with Saracen blood." His descend
ants thence assumed the surname of Tynte, and settled 
in Somersetshire. * 

The name of Lockhart was originally given to a fol
lower of Sir James, Lord Douglas, who accompanied 
him to the Holy Land with the heart of King Robert 
Bruce. In consequence of this event, some branches 
of the family bear a padlock enclosing a heart in their 
arms. 

The thrice illustrious surname of PLANTAGENET, 

* Burke'. Commoners, voL iv. 

Digitized by Google 



6 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

borne by eight successive kings of England, * originated 
with Foulques or Fulke, Count of Aujou, who flourished 
in the twelfth century. This personage, to expiate 
some enormous crimes of which he had been guilty, 
went on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and wore in his cap 
as a mark of his humility, a planta geniata or broom
plant (which was sometimes used by his descendants as 
a crest), and on that account was surnamed Plantagenet. 
The ancient English family of Broome are said to be 
lineal descendants of this nobleman. 

The surname of STRONGIMANUS, or Strong-hand, 
applied to William de Albini, Earl of Arundel, which 
did not, like the preceding, become hereditary, origi
nated, according to Dugdale, in the following manner: 

"It happened that the Queen of France being then 
a widow, and a very beautiful woman, became much in 
love with a knight of that country, who was a comely 
person, and in the flower of his youth; and because 
she thought that no man excelled him in valour, she 
caused a tournament to be proclaimed throughout her 
dominions, promising to reward those who should exer
cise themselves therein according to their respective 
demerits; and concluding, that if the person whom she 
so well affected, should act his part better than others 
in those military exercises, she might marry him with
out any dishonour to herself. Hereupon divers gallant 
men. from forrain parts hasting to Paris, amongst others 

... Some authorities deny this, and allege that these sovereigns never 
tiled it. True; but this does not prove that Plantagenet was not their 
real family name. Her Majesty Queen Victoria has no occasion what. 
ever for a surname (the design of which is to distinguish one family from 
another), and therefore it might with equal force be argued that her family 
name is not Guelph. Non-use does not imply non-possession. 
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came this our William de Albini, bravely accoutred, 
and in the tournament excelled all others, overcoming 
many, and wounding one mortally with his lance, which 
being observed by the queen, shee became exceedingly 
enamoured of him, and forthwith invited him to a 
costly banquet, and afterwards bestowing certain jewels 
upon him, offered him marri8.@e; but having plighted 
his troth to the Queen of England, then a widow, he 
refused her, whereat she grew so much discontented, 
that she consulted with her maids how she might take 
away his life, and in pursuance of that design enticed 
him into a garden, where there was a secret cave, and 
in it a lion, unto which she descended by divers steps, 
under colour of showing him the beast; and when she 
told him of his fierceness, he answered, that it was a 
womanish and not a manly quality to be afraid thereof. 
But having him there, by the advantage of a folding 
door, she thrust him in to the lion; being therefore in 
this danger, he rolled his mantle about his arm, and 
putting his hand into the mouth of the" beast, pulled 
out his tongue by the root; which done, he followed 
the queen to her palace, and gave it to one of her 
maids to present unto her. Returning thereupon to 
England, with the fame of this glorious exploit, he was 
forthwith advanced to the earl dome of Arundel, and 
for his arms the LION given him." He subsequently 
obtained the hand of Queen Adeliza, relict of King 
Henry I, and daughter of Godfrey Duke of Lorraine, 
which Adeliza had the castle of Arundel in dowry from 
the deceased monarch, and thus her new lord became 
its feudal earl. 

It is probable that such names as Breakspeare, 
Shakespeare, Hurlbat, Winspear, Wagstaffe, &c., origi
nated in some forgotten feat of courage. 
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The Scottish name Turnbull is thus accounted for: 
It The first of the name with us is said to have been a 
strong man of the name of Ruel, who turned a wild 
hull by the head which violently ran against King 
Robert Bruce in Stirling Park, for which he got from 
that king the lands of Bedrule, and the name of Turn
bull. Edward Howes, in his History of England, men
tions this man in the minority of King David Bruce 
at the battle of Halidonhill. His words are, 'A cer
tain stout champion of great stature, who, for a fact by 
him done, was called Turnbull, advanced before the 
Scots army, and a great mastiff dog with him, and 
challenged any of the English army to fight with him 
a combat; one Sir Robert Venal, a Norfolk man, by 
the king of England's leave, took him np, fonght, and 
killed him, and his dog too."'* His descendants bore 
a bnll's head as their arms (in more modern times 
altered to three bulls' heads), in allusion to the feat 
from which the name originated. 

The Scottish family of DALZELL or DALZIEL bear 
for arms a denuded human figure. In old seals and 
paintings the man is represented as hanging from a 
gibbet, but this 'ensign of honour' (?) has been laid 
aside, and the figure alone is retained. "These (arms) 
of Dalziel," says Nisbet, "are said to perpetuate the 
memory of a brave and dangerous exploit performed 
by one of their progenitors, in taking down from a 
gibbet the boay of a favourite and neal' kinsman of 
King Kenneth II j whether true or false it is all one, 
since it gave occasion to such a bearing. For, as the 
story goes, the king being exceedingly grieved that the 
body of his friend should be 80 disgracefully treated 

* Nisbet's System of Heraldl')', voL i, p. 332. 
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by his enemies, proffered a great reward to any of his 
snbjects who would adventure to rescue it j but when 
none would undertake that hazardous enterprise, a va
lorous gentleman came and said to the king, Dalziel, 
which signifies, as I am informed by those who pretend 
to know the old Scots language, I dare; which attempt 
he effectually performed to the king's satisfaction. And 
his posterity took this remarkable bearing, and the 
word Dalziel for their surname, when surnames came 
to be used, with the signification thereof, I dare, for 
their motto: the crest being a sword in pale, proper j 
supporters, two men in armour, cap-a-pie, with round 
targets, now used by this ancient family."· 

Scotland affords these historical surnames in a greater 
number than England, and as they have all become 
naturalized among the Southrons, no apology for their 
introduction here is necessary. 

The great and widely-spread Scottish family of 
ARMSTRONG derive their surname from the following 
circumstance: II An ancient king of Scotland having 
his horse killed under him in battle was immediately 
remounted by Fairbairn, his armour-bearer. For this 
timely assistance the king amply rewarded him with 
lands on the borders, and to perpetuate the memory 
of 80 important a service, as well as the manner in 
which it was performed (for Fairbairn took the king 
by the thigh and set him on his saddle), his royal 
master gave him the appellation of A.rmstrong, and 
assigned him for crest-I an armed hand and arm; in 
the left hand a leg and foot in armour, couped at the 
thigh all proper.' "t 

The next anecdote has often appeared under various 

* Nisbet, vol. i, pp. 259-60. t Burke's Commoners, vol. iv. 

l§ 
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forms: I give it on the authority of a famous genea
logist. "One of the antient Earls of Lennox, in 
Scotland, had issue three sons; the eldest succeeded 
him in the earldom; the second, whose name was 
Donald; and the third named Sillcrist. The then 
king of Scots, having wars, did convocate his lieges to 
the battle. Amongst them that were commanded was 
the Earl of Lennox, who keeping his eldest son at 
home, sent his second son to serve for him with the 
forces under his command. The battle went hard 
with the Scots, for the enemy pressing furiously upon 
them, forced them to lose ground, until at last they 
fell to flat running away, which being perceived by 
Donald, he pulled his father's standard from the bearer 
thereof, and valiantly encountering the foe (being 
well followed up by the Earl of Lennox his men), he 
repulsed the enemy and changed the fortune of. the 
day, whereby a great victory was got. After the 
battle, as the manner is, every one advancing and 
setting forth his own acts, the king said unto them, 
t Ye have all done valiantly, but there is one amongst 
you who hath NA P1ER I' (no equal,) and calling 
Donald into his presence, commanded him in regard 
of his worth, service, and augmentation of his honour, 
to change his name from Lennox to Napier, and gave 
him lands in Fife, and the lands of Goffurd, and made 
him his own servant." * 

The family traditions of Scotland abound in anecdotes 
of this kind. "The SKENES of that kingdom obtained 
this name," says Buchanan, "for killing a very big 
and fierce wolf at a hunting in company with the king 

* Prom a MS. temp. Charles I, written by Sir W. Segar, Garter king of 
arms, quoted in Burke's Commoners. 
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in Stocket forest in Athole; having killed the wolf with 
a dagger or akene." His original name was Strowan. 
The COLLIERS, according to the same authority, borrow 
that appellative from an ancestor, having, when hotly 
pursued by his enemies, concealed himself in a coal-pit. 

Some of their surnames originated in the sloggans, 
slug-horns, or war-cries used by the clans; as in the 
case of the HALLlDAYS, an old family of the genuine 
Celtic blood, who settled in Annandale, and made 
frequent raids or marauding excursions on the English 
border. On these occasions they employed the war
cry of "A. Holy Day;" every day in their estimation 
being holy that was spent in ravaging the enemy's 
country: hence the surname. 

The name of HAY (Earl of Errol) is said to have 
been borrowed from the word of onslaught-' Hay! 
Hay!' used by the brave founder of that family when, 
assisted by only his two sons, he succeeded in beating 
back a whole army of· Danes in the pass of Lancort, 
A.D. 942. 

The name MAULEVERER was antiently written MaIWl
LeporariWl or MaietJorer, the "bad hare hunter," and 
tradition states that a Yorkshire gentleman being about 
to let slip a brace of greyhounds to run for a stake of 
considerable value, held them with so unskilful a 
hand as rather to endanger their necks than to expedite 
the capture of the hare. This deficiency of skill 
brought down upon him the nickname above men
tioned, which thenceforward descended to his posterity, 
an everlasting memorial of his ignorance of hunting
craft. But that learned student in matters genea
logical, Peter Ie Neve, Norroy king of arms, more 
rationally supposes it to be MalWl-operariWl, (in French 
Mal-ouvrier) , because that in Doomsday Book (Essex, 
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p. 94) occurs the following entry: "Terra Adami!, 
filii Durandi de Malis Operibus," which I translate, 
the land of Adam the son of Durand of-the Evil Deeds! 
no enviable surname, in truth, if it corresponded to 
the character of the original bearer. The al'DlS of the 
family, however, seem to support the tradition: they 
are'Sahle, three greyhounds, courant in pale, argent.' 

Several of the names in the various copies of the 
Roll of Battel Abbey have Mal or Mau as their first 
syllable, and some of them probably belong to the class 
under elucidation. Maucouvenant was probably im
posed upon some one for having on some special occa
sion violated his word; and Mautenant may refer to 
some forgotten act of infidelity on the part of its pri
mitive owner. Upon Malemis, Maumasin, and some 
others, it would be hazardous to speculate; while 
Mo.uclerc (' bad scholar),' Maurewarde (' bad-look'), and 
Maulovel (' bad little wolf') belong to another category, 
and might have been included in my sixteenth chapter. 
MALVOISIN or MAUVESYN is, strictly speaking, a local 
surname, but its origin is so singular that it deserves 
a place among these anecdotes. . Our old historians 
inform us that when a besieging army erected a tower 
or castle near the place besieged, such castle was called, 
in French, a Malvoisin or 'dangerous neighbour' to 
the enemy, because it threatened to cut him off from 
all possibility of relief. In the northern district of 
the. Isle of France, not far from the banks of the 
Seine, some time stood one of those awful bulwarks, 
from which the great ancestor of the English family, 
who was lord of the neigbouring domain of Rosny, 
received his surname.-

• Burke's Commoners; whence also the two following anecdotes. 
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This name has its antithesis-Beauveayn, I good 
neighbour,' referring probably to the kindly disposition 
of the first bearer of it. 

Tradition is at best but II an uncertain voice," and 
many of the foregoing stories are probably mere 
II figments of fanciful brains." Such, doubtless, is that 
which follows, as TYRWBITT is a local name. A knight 
of Northumberland, who lived in the time of Henry I, 
bejng severely wounded in defending a bridge single
handed against a host of assailants, fell exhausted 
the moment he had forced them to retire, amongst the 
flags and rushes of an adjacent swamp, where he would 
probably have perished had not the attention of his 
party, who in the mean time had rallied, been directed 
to the spot where he lay by the vociferations of a flock 
of tyrwhitts or lapwings, which had been disturbed by 
his fall. Hence, says the story, the wounded Sir 
Hercules received his surname. This tradition possibly 
originated in the canting arms borne by the family, 
which are, Gules, three tyrwhitts or lapwings or, and 
the crest, which represents an athletic human figure 
defending himself with a club. 

The next anecdote is about as true as the foregoing, 
with less point in it. At a remote period (that is to 
say, II once upon a time") the head of a certain faInily 
having quarrelled with another gentleman, they agreed, 
as was the fashion, to settle the dispute by single 
combat in the pound-fold at Alnwick j and such was 
the deadly hate that influenced them both, that having 
procured the key of the inclosure they locked them
selves in, determined not to quit the spot until one 
should have slain the other. The gentleman first 
referred to having come off victorious, to escape the 
vengeance of his enemy's partisans, leaped over the 
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14 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

wall of the fold, and escaped to Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
From the affair of the key he was afterwards called 
Key or Cay, the name still borne by his descendants. 
A lame story truly! 

Some few surnames have originated from absurd 
and servile tenures under the Norman kings. Thierry 
says, "Those among the Saxons who after much 
servile crouching succeeded in preserving some slender 
portion of their patrimony, were obliged to pay for 
this favour by degrading and fantastic services. . . . 
One woman is left in the enjoyment of the estate of 
her husband on condition of feeding the king's dogs. 
And a mother and son receive their antient inheritance 
as a gift, on condition of their offering up daily 
prayers for the king's son Richard. "Hoc manerium 
tenuit Aldene teignus R. E. et vendere potuit, sed W. 
rex dedit hoc m. huic Aldene et matri ejus pro animA 
Ricardi filii sui."· From a similar tenure originated 
the name of PATERNOSTER. In the time of Edward 
the First, Alyce Paternoster held lands at Pusey, in 
Berkshire, by the service of saying the paternoster, or 
Lord's prayer, five times a day, for the souls of the 
king's ancestors; and Richard Paternoster, on suc
ceeding to the same estate, did not present the fee 
usual on such occasions-a red rose, a gilt spur, a 
pound of pepper, or a silver arrow-but went upon his 
knees before the baronial court and devoutly repeated 
the 'Pater noster qui es in Callis,' &c. for the manes 
of the illustrious dead before mentioned; and the like, 
we are told, had previously been done by his brother, 
John Paternoster of Pusey. t-Among the surnames 

• Thierry, Norm. Conq., Edit. Whitaker, p. 123. Doomsday, Col. 1, 
ver.141. 

t Vide Blount's Tenures. 
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of this kind we have that of AMEN, which, I sup
pose, originated in some equally absurd and irre
ligious custom. Delicacy almost forbids the mention 
of another name, PETTOUR, which was given to Baldwin 
Ie Pettour, who held his lands in Suffolk "per sal
tum, sufHum, et pettum, sive bumbulum/' that is, as 
Camden translates it, "for dancing, pout-puffing, and 
doing that before the king of England in Christmasse 
holidayes which the word * * * signifieth in French." 

In a royal wardrobe account, made towards the ter
mination of the thirteenth century, and preserved in 
the British Museum, * is the following curious entry: 
"1297, Dec. ~6. To MAUD MAKEJOY for dancing 
before Edward, prince of Wales, in the King's Hall, at 
Ipswich, 2s." Here the surname evidently took its 
rise from the pleasure which the saltations of this an
tient figurante afforded the royal personage. As this 
name does not occur in modem times it is probable 
that the lady lost it in marriage. 

Camden relates that a certain Frenchman who had 
craftily smuggled one T. Crioll, a great feudal lord of 
Kent about the time of Edward II, out of France into 
his own country, received from the grateful nobleman 
a good estate called Swinfield, and (in commemoration 
of the finesse he had displayed on the occasion) the 
name of FINEUX; which became the surname of his 
descenclants--a family who attained considerable emi
nence in England. t 

In the late Mr. Davies Gilbert'st t History of Corn-
'" Addit. MSS. 7965. t Remaines, p. 117. 
: This venerable, learned, and much-lamented gentleman paid consider

able attention to Surnames. Among other conversations which the humble 
writer of these pages had the honour of enjoying with bim, within a week 
of his somewhat unexpected demise, these formed the topic of a very 
agreeable colloquy. 

Digitized by Google 



- .-->.~""--';o..=-~--,,"---_-,, ______ • ________ _ 

16 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

wall,' is an anecdote of a pretty Cornish maiden, the 
daughter of a shepherd, who by a concateuation of for
tuuate circumstances, almost without parallel, became 
(by three several marriages) the richest woman in 
England, and a connexion of several of its most dignified 
families. On this acc01mt she received the appropriate 
surname of BONA. VENTURA. or Goodluck. She was born 
about the year 1450 . 

. A./fray (or Fright-all) was the surname of a Sussex 
worthy, who died in the reign of Elizabeth. As he 
was in point of rank a gentleman, and as no mention 
occurs in his pedigree of any progenitor bearing the 
same name, it has been conjectured that the surname 
was adopted by him in reference to some extraordinary 
strength of limb he possessed. Though there is 
great improbability in the supposition of so recent an 
assumption of a surname, it receives partial support 
from his epitaph on a brass plate in the choir of Battel 
church. The quaintness of this memorial may render 
the full inscription acceptable to those who admire the 
curiosities of tombstone literature . 

.. Thomu Al!raye, good courteous frend, 
Interred lyeth heere, 

Who so in actitlll 'trengtA did JHI88f 
.A, "one VJtJllfoutid Au peer, ! 

And Elizabeth did take to wyfe, 
One Ambrose Comfort's child, 

Who with him thyrtie one yeares lyvid 
A virtuous spouse and mUd; 

By whom a sonne and daughter eke, 
Behind alyue he left, 

And eare he fiftie yeares had mne 
Death hym of lyle bereft. 

On Neweyeares day of Christe his birth 
Which wu just eighty-nine, 

One thousand and fiue hnndreth eke, 
Loe here of 8esh the fine. 
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But then his wooful wyf'e, of God 
With piteous praiera gann crave, 

That her own corps with husbande hera 
Might ioine in darksome graue, 

And that her soule his soule might seek 
Amongst the saints aboue, 

And there in endleas blysse enjoye 
Her long desired loue ; 

Th_biche ber gratious God did graunt, 
To her of Marche the last, 

When after that deuorcement sower 
One yere and more was past." 

17 

There is a tradition that f a certain gentleman' was 
compelled, during some popular commotion, to quit 
his residence in the north of England and to seek 
safety in flight; but so sudden was his departure that 
he was unable to provide himself with money, for want 
of which, in his journey southward, he might have 
perished, had he not fortunately found on the highway 
a glove containing a purse well stored with gold. How 
the purse came there, or how the finder satisfied his 
conscience in appropriating its contents, the tradition 
does not state. It merely adds, that deeming an alias 
to his name necessary, he, in allusion to the circum
stance, adopted the surname of PURSEGLOVE, which is 
not yet extinct. What credit can be attached to this 
story 1 know not: certain it is that many years before 
the event is supposed to have occurred, there was a 
Thomas Pursglove (01' Purslow, as his name was some
times spelt), bishop of Hull. 

There are certain compound surnames which may 
with great probability be referred to this class, although 
the circumstances from which they originated have, in 
the lapse of ages, been lost sight of. Of this order is 
POINDEXTER, which, however, does not signify 'right 
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18 ENGLISH SURNAMES. 

hand' as has been stated, but is, according to Mr. 
Talbot,* "an old Norman name meaning' Spur the 
Steed,' and analogous to Hotspur." It comes, he 
adds, from two old words which W ace often uses in 
the Roman de Rou j the first meaning 'to spur,' from 
the Latin 'pungo j' and the second 'a steed or courser,' 
in French 'destrier,' and in Italian 'destriere.' 

The French name VA-LA-VOIR (' Go and see') proved 
fatal to one of its bearers. The story is related in 
Smollett's ' Adventures of an Atom.' One Count Vala
voir under the command of the celebrated Turenne, 
walking round the camp after nightfall, passed the post 
of a sentinel, who, as in duty bound, challenged him 
with the usual" Who goes there?" to which the officer 
promptly replied Valavoir. The soldier deeming the 
answer a piece of insolence, twice repeated the chal
lenge, and twice again received the same response, 
until, enraged beyond endurance, he levelled his mus
ket, and, korribile dictu, shot the bearer of this most 
unfortunate cognomen dead upon the spot. 

Many of the names given to foundlings might be 
classed with historical surnames. A poor child picked 
up at the town of Newark-upon-Trent, received from 
the inhabitants the whimsical name of Tom Among us. 
Becoming a man of eminence, he changed his name 
for the more euphonious one of DR. THOMAS MAGNUS. 
He was employed in several embassies, and, in gra
titude to the good people of Newark, he erected a 
grammar-school there, which still exists.t 

At Doncaster there is a person named Found, whose 
grandfather's grandfather was a foundling. Inventus 
occurs in the register of that parish as a surname. 

* English Etymol. p. 301. t Camd. Rem. p. 128. 

Digitized by Google 



HISTORICAL. 19 

The following was related to me by a gentleman, 
one of whose friends witnessed the occurrence. A 
poor child who had been found in the high-road, and 
conveyed to the village workhouse, being brought before 
the parish vestry to receive a name, much sage dis
cussion took place, and many brains were racked for an 
appropriate cognomen. As the circumstance happened 
in the "month of flowers and song," a good-natured 
farmer suggested that the poor child should be christened 
John May; a proposition in which several of the vestry
men concurred. One of the clique, however, more 
aristocratic than his neighbours, was of opinion that 
that was far too good a name for the ill-starred brat, 
and proposed in lieu of it that of JACK PARISH-the 
designation that was eventually adopted I 

In the month of October, 1760, a male child which 
had been exposed, was picked up near Shepherd's Bush, 
Hammersmith, and was baptized on the 19th of that 
month, by the name of Thomas Shepherd's Bush. * 

I shall conclude these anecdotes with another on the 
name of a foundling. There now resides at no great 
distance from Lewes, a farmer whose family name is 
Brooker, to which the odd dissyllable of Napkin is prefixed 
as a Christian name. Both these names he inherits from 
his grandfather, a foundling, who was exposed at some 
place in Surrey, tied up in a napkin and laid on the 
margin of a brook; and who-as no traces of his un
natural parents could be found-received the very 
appropriate, though somewhat cacophonous name of 
NAPKIN BROOKER I 

* Faulkner's Hammersmith. 
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NOTE ON NAMES GIVEN TO FOUNDLINGS. 

The following extract from Brownlow's 'Chronicles 
of Foundling Hospital,' while it mll.y amuse the lovers 
of nominal curiosities, will also serve to show how 
certain illustrious surnames have become the property 
of persons occupying very humble stations in society. 

"It has been the practice of the governors from the 
earliest period to the present time to name the children 
at their own will and pleasure whether their parents 
should have been known or not. At the baptism of the 
children first taken into the Hospital, which was on the 
29th of March, 1741, it is recorded that' there was at 
the ceremony a fine appearance of persons of quality 
and distinction; his grace the Duke of Bedford, our 
president, their graces the Duke and Duchess of Rich
mond, the Countess of Pembroke, and several others, 
honouring the children- with their names and being 
their sponsors.' Thus the register of this period pre
sent.s the courtly names of Abercom, Bedford, Bentinck, 
Montague, Marlborough, Newcastle, Norfolk, Pomfret, 
Pembroke, Richmond, Vernon, &c. &c., 88 well as those 
of numerous other living individuals great and small, 
who at that time took an interest in the establishment. 
When these names were exhausted, the authorities 
stole those of eminent deceased personages, their first 
attack being upon the church. Hen~e we have a 
Wickliffe, Hws, Ridley, Latimer, Laud, Sancroft, 
Tillotson, Tennison, Sherlock, &c. Then come the 
mighty dead of the poetical race, viz. Geoffrey Chaucer, 
William Shakspeare, John Milton, &c. Of the philo
sophers, Francis Bacon stands pre-eminently conspi-
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cuous. As they proceeded, the governors who were 
warlike in their notions, brought from their graves 
Philip Sidney, Francis Drake, Oliver Cromwell, John 
Hampden, Admiral Benbow, and Cloudesley Shovel. 
A more peaceful list followed this, viz. Peter Paul 
Rubens, Anthony Vandyke, Michael Angelo, and Gdtlfrey 
Kneller, William Hogarth and Jane his wife, of course, 
not being forgotten. Another class was borrowed [l'om 
popular novels of the day, which accounts for Charles 
Allworthy, Tom JoneB, Sophia WeBtern, and Clalissa 
Harlowe. The gentle Izaak. Walton stands alone. So 
long as the admission of children was confined within 
reasonable bounds it was an easy matter to find names 
for them; but during the t parliamentary era' of the 
Hospital, when its gates were thrown open to all 
comers, and each day brought its regiment of infantry 
to the establishment, the governors were sometimes in 
difficulties; and when this was the case they took a 
zoological view of the subject, and named them after 
the creeping things and beasts of the earth, or created 
a nomenclature from valious handicrafts or trades. In 
1801, the hero of the Nile, and some of his friends, 
honoured the establishment with a visit, and stood 
sponsors to several of the children. The names given 
on this occasion were, Baltic Nelson, William and Emma 
Hamilton, Hyde Parker, &c. Up to a very late period 
the governors were sometimes in the habit of naming 
the children after themselves or their friends; but it 
was found to be an inconvenient and objectionable 
course, inasmuch as when they grew to man or woman
hood they were apt to lay claim to some affinity of 
blood with their nomenclators. The present practice, 
therefore, is for the treasurer to prepare a list of ordi
nary names, by which the children are baptized." 



CHAPTER II. 

OF SURNAMES WHICH CANNOT BE REFERRED TO ANY OF 
THE PRECEDING CLASSES. 

" Sunt bona-sunt qllaldam mediocria-sunt mala plura."-MAlLTIAL. 

UGH we have discussed our 
family nomenclature somewhat multi
fariously, and have said little or much, 
as each subject demanded, upon sur
names, geographical, topographical, 
professional, official, characteristic, 

prtenominical, heraldrical, emblematical or signal, 
social or relational, chronal, opprobrious, dramatic, 
8obriquetical, adjurational, and historical, there yet re
main many names which scarcely any amount of 
ingenuity would enable one to interweave into those 
classes. I shall therefore merely indicate them, without 
attempting to explain their origin, or theorize upon 
their application. This part of the subject doubtless 
has its rationale as well as the foregoing, but it lies 
beyond my reach. 

One family of names which thus batHes even con
jecture is that which represents COINS and denomina
tions of MONEY, as Farthing, Halfpenny, Penny, Two
penny, Thickpenny, Moneypenny, Manypenny, Penny-
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more, Money, Grote, Telter, Ducat, and Pound; aho 
Pringle and Bodle, two obsolete Scottish coins. The 
last, however, may be a corruption of Bothwell, as the 
name of the coin was adopted from that of the person. 
Angel, Noble, and Mark, although names of coins, are 
referable to other classes of names already discussed. 

There are two other compounds of PENNY, viz. 
Hankpenny, of whose etymology I know nothing, and 
Godspenny, a northern provincialism for the usual 
deposit made to bind a bargain. 

Upon a person named Penny some one wrote, by 
way of epitaph, the following distich : 

" Reader, if cash thou art in want of any, 
Dig four feet deep, and thou shalt find a PSNNY." 

Another group of family names, equally difficult to 
account for, is that which corresponds with terms ex
pressive of the various STATES OF THE AIR, viz. Rainy, 
Thunder, Storm, FrOlt, SttOW, Hail (with Hailstone), 
Fog, Tempes', Showers, Breeze, Gale, Mut, Dew, Sun
,kine, Fairday, Fmeweather, Fairweather, and Merry
weather ! 

Other names express certain NUMBERS, as Sire, Ten, 
Eighteen, Forty; with Once and Twice, Second and 
Third, Douhle and Treble I 

These names appear so absurd that they might readily 
be pronounced corruptions of other words, had we not 
examples of similar appellations in other countries. 
There were lately at Rome two cardinals called Set
tantadue and Quarantotto, the Italian for 'seventy-two' 
and 'forty-eight! The nanie of the eminent sculptor, 
Trentanove, signifies 'thirty-nine j' and in Belgium there 
is a family called Vilain Quatorze, or 'fourteenth
rascal I' 

Some represent MEASURES, both of length and 
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capacity. as MeatlUres, Furlong, Cubitt, Yard, Hal/yard, 
and Inches; also Gill, Gallon, Peck, Bag, and Bushell. 

A few seem to refer to SPORTS and AMUSEMENTS, as 
Ball, Bowles, Cricket, Dodd, Carda, WhiBt, Fairplay, 
and Play/air. Dodd, however, may be from 'Doda,' an 
Anglo-Saxon name, and Card, I have elsewhere shown, 
means a tinker. Dyce does not belong to this list, for 
De Dice or Diss is a local surname of high antiquity, 
borrowed from the town of Diss, co. Norfolk. * 

A trio represent paces: Trot, Gallop, Canter! 
Ship, Cutter, Barge, Boat, Galley, and Wherry, with 

Anchor, are probably from Inn Signs (Chapter XI), 
but we can scarcely assume as much of Deck, Keel, 
Forecastle, Locker, Tackle, Rope, Cable, Cuddy, Mast, 
Helm, and Rudder. 

From PREDILECTIONS: Loveday, Lovegrove, Loveland, 
Lovethorpe. 

From DISEASES: Cramp, Collick, Toothacher, (I) 
Headache, and Ague. Fever is the old French, Lefevre 
(smith), and Akinhead, Akinaide (perhaps also Head
ache), are more probably local, as the A.-S. 'Ac,' an 
oak, enters into the composition of many names of 
places. 

Last but not least among these curiosities of nomen
clature, are those surnames which correspond with PARTS 
of the HUMAN FIGURE. These are somewhat numerous. 
There were lately living in a very small village in 
Sussex, three cottagers bearing the singular names of 
Head, Body, and Shoulders, while their near neighbour 
(a thousand pardons !) was Gutsall, a licensed victualler! 
It may not be unamusing to classify this description of 
names according to their proper position in the human 
frame, thus: 

* Vide ehron. Josceline de Brake1onde, printed by the Camden 
Society. pref. viii. 
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HEAD, with its numerous compounds (already 
accounted for), with Pate and Skull, Face and Fm'ehead! 

Hair (also Haire), and that of various colours. 
Cheeke. 
Mouth, Lipp, Tongue, Teeth, Tooth, and-Gumboil.' 
Chin, and Beard, of various hues. 
It must not be imagined that'I have overlooked the 

nOse :-that is too prominent a feature to be forgotten. 
I am not aware, however, of any person's having borne 
this name since the days of Publius Ovidius Naso, unless 
indeed Ness, a modem surname, may be considered 
equivalent to 'nesse' or' nese,' the old English form of 
the word. It sometimes occurs· in composition with 
other words, as Thickne,se, 'thick-nose,' Longness, 'long
nose;' and Filtne88e, "hich, if I may be allowed a jocular 
etymology, is no other than "fcedus nasus;" or, in plain 
English, foul-nose! Having . thus disposed of the head, 
let us descend to the 

Neck and Shoulders, and thence to the 
Body, (whose compounds, such as Goodbody, Preebody, 

and . Handsomebody, belong to the category of moral 
and personal characteristics or qualities-see Chap
ter VIII.) 

Side, Back, Bones, and Skin. 
Joint, Marrow, and Blood. 
Heart, (with Greatheart, Goodheart, &c.) 
Belly, Bowell, and Kidney, with its Fat. 
Arms, Hands, Fist, Nailes! 

Next, in respect of the 'nether man,' 
Shanks, and Legge,:II< with its Kneebone. In our 

downward progress we pass the Shin, and the 
* This may have been a rign. In an old ballad called 'London's 

Ordinary,' we read:-
" The hosiers will dine at the Leg, 

The drapers at the sign of the Brosh, &c." 
II. 2 
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Foote, with its 
Toe, Heele, and Sole, where haYing reached 'terra 

firma,' we remain ItS much in the dark as ever as to the 
motives which led our whimsical ancestors to the adop
tion or imposition of such very absurd and extraordinary 
lIurnames. 

A few names ~ve been borrowed from a &till more 
triYial source, nmnely, the parts of the inferior animals, 
such as Hrnne, WMg, Pinyon, Quill, Feather, Scutt, 
Beak, Shell, and Oruwfoot! Maw, which might have 
been placed in this list, does not belong to it, for 
'The Doctor' tells us that "the name of Mc Coghlan 
is in Ireland beautitiecl and abbreviated into Maw; 
the Me Coghlan, or head of the family, was called the 
Maw; and a district of King's County ",as· known 
within the memory of persons now living by the appel
lation of the Maw's county." 

There are certain other names of common objects 
which have become aurnames--in what manner I shall 
not attempt to conjecture. I eelect a few :-

Chaff, SeeM, Sheath, Candy, Bratt, (I) Craclmell, 
Dram, Lintell, Pummell, &eM'll, Ware. . 

Pettigrew is an antique spelling of 'pedigree.' 
Palsgrave has tc Petygrewe, genealogy." 

Some proceed from other NOlTNI of the intangible 
class, as, Profit, Lo'II, Gain, Zeal, &fuge, Service, Para
diae, Sleep, Slumber, Wink, Shade, Wedlock, Kia" 
(a lawyer), BUB' (a doctor), Cant, (I) Delight, and Good. 
Binging! 

Here are a couple of PRONOlTNS: Thee and Self. 
A few VERBS: Swear, Revere, Chew, Droop, Strain, 

Trundle, 'I'ripp, Can, Ve.7J, Strag, Speak, Twilt, Pluck, 
Touch. 

ADVERBIAL: [nwarda, Upwarth. 
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A CONJUNCTION t Arul.' (This family bear for coat
armour an Be,) 

Some PARTICIPLES: Smitten, Ble,t, Blaled; Paint
ing, noining, Going, Pointing, Healing, Weeding, Hear
ing, Chopping, Cutting, LitJing, Dimng, and WitAering. 
(Some of these are probably local.) DutWihlm. should 
join the Temperance Society. 

The following names, which look like compoundl of 
two or more common words, may be 'set down' among 
our nominal curiosities, although I have no doubt that 
more etymological skill, and a more extensive know
ledge of our topographical nomenclature than I pos
sess, might place many of them in another chapter: 

Bread-cutt, Dry-cult, and Not-cutt. 
Wat-one and Anyone. Somany. 
Cow-van, Buck.tooth, Peg-ram, Good-ram, Buclc-mill, 

Bull-pit,. 
Cut-love, Chil-man and Ghil-maid. Poplcil,.* 
Middle-miBt, Middle-ditch, and Middle-,titch. 
Widd-up, Mete-yard, Two-pott" and Tack-a-lJerry. 
Horniman, Hornihlow, HornalJrook, and HornlJuckle. 
Hathaway and Hadaway. 
Whole-work, Contp.ter-good, Hang-itt ! 
Bow-,kiU, Win-cup, Bag-well, and Stil-fote. 
Cut-huh, Willo-,Aed, ["!I-leaf, Bean-Bkin, Hard-hean, 

and Twelve-tree,! 
Cook-worthy, Wed-all, Mother-all. 
Way-good, Go-fir,t, Send-fir,t, How.ge-go? 
[-fill and U-drink I 
U-lier! 

* As HotcAiiB, is, in all probability, a corruption of Hodgkina, Pop_ 
may be derived from lome" nurse name" in the same way. Corruptions 
do not uanally proceed upon any principles of analogy; otherwise we might 
expect to find Makina converted into May-Ida, and Wilkin, into Will-Ida I 
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Far.wig,· Shiwe.all, and Wig.sell: rather barbErolls. 
Groundwater, Maid.man, Bind-loose, No-yes,Boy-man, 

Fair-foul: rather paradoxical. 
Some-dry, Dry-wood, Burn-up, and Douht-fire ! 
Lin-skill, Has-luck, Roll-fuss. 
Hay-lord, Man-maker, Hay-digger. 
Cope-stake, Nettle-ship, Row.clippen, Bout-flower. 
Kog-nose, So-thin! Pull-her! 
Flask-man, Boh-king, London-such! 
Red-year, Sam-ways, Half-hide, Hare-bread. 
Pea-hody, Bean-hulk, Cheese-wright, and Honey-loom. 
Full-away, Thick-broom, Leather-harrow. 
Dip-stale, Dip-rose, and Dip-lock. 
Bird-whistle, Spar-skot and Buck-thought. 
Tram-pleasure: a railway traveller? 
Small-piece, PickJat, Make-rich, Weed-all, Met-calf, 

Good-year, Look-up, Quick-fall, Lilly-low, and Cut
mutton! 

* This is local, perhaps; Farwig, near Bromley, co. Kent. 
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CHAPTER III. 

OF PROVINCIALISMS IN SURNAMES. 

= OME connties and di,trict. have peculiar 
surnames, which are rarely found be-
yond their limits. These are ofteu of 
the local class, and the tenacity with 
which they cleave to the soil which 
gave them birth is truly remarkable. 

The Rev. G. Oliver remarks· that Ellerker, Legard, and 
Wilberforce, are peculiar to the county of York; Carru
thers and Burnside to the northern counties; Poynder 
and Thwaite to Lancashire; Tryce to W orcestershire ; 
and Poyzer to Derbyshire. 

Cornwall from its peninsular form has, more than 
any other county, retained this peculiarity. Who does 
not remember the ancient proverb-

.. JhJ €rt, ~ol, anb ~tn, 
§; f~an bolD ~t €ontif~$tntn." 

Camden (or, more probably, hhl friend <f R. Carew of 
Anthony, Esquire") has amplified the proverb to 

"J5~ €rt, 1l0f, ))ol,l:an, €acr, anb ~tn, 
ltou ma~ ItnolD ~t moft €onti.~#lntn." 

In no other county of England are there so many 
local surnames as in Cornwall; and as the names of 

* Gent. Mag., April 1830. 
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places are almost exclusively derived from Briti8h roots, 
the family nomenclature differs materially from that of 
the rest of England. I may remark that tre signifies 
a town; Ros, a heath j Pol, a pool; Lan,.a church j 
Caer, a castle; and Pen, a head. 

In Kent and Susse:c, H V RST, signifying "wood," 
is a component syllable in many hundreds of names of 
places, from many of which surnames have been bor-

. rowed, 8.8 Ticehwrst, Orowhurst, Bathurst, Hawkhur,t, 
Akeliur,t, Penlckur,J, Wilmahur,t, Aahhurst, &C. FIELD 

and DEN are likewise very numerous in those counties, 
8.8 Chatfield, Burfield, Hartfield, Lindfield, Streatjeild i 
ClJwden, Piddlesfien, Horamonden, Hajfenden, O:.renden. 

In 1JetJonshire, COMBE appears to be a favourite ter
mination, 8.8 Luscombe, Widicombe. 

The frequency of two family names in a northern 
county led to this proverbial saying: 

II h €be~in tbm an ~, ail plent!? ail tIeaSl, 
!In'tl ail man~ Baflmportil a' 'tI0I" taU, \" 

A Cheshire correspondent informs me that the Leighs 
are the persons intended; the Lee8, a distinct family, 
having never been numerous in the county. He adds, 
that the more modem version of the proverb is-

.. B, ma~ ~JtIJ, ail tIeail, .aiI,fg ail aila', an'tl 
Ballenport' aillJo!,' taU,." 

As some surnames seem to 1l0urish only in their 
native soil, and refuse to thrive when transplanted to 
another province, so, to pursue the vegetable analogy, 
other names, when they have taken root in a new field, 
undergo some modification of their character. In other 
words, their orthography and pronunciation are altered, 
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in compliance with the rules which govern. the dialect of 
the district whither they are carried. For example, the 
family of the Long8 settled in Scotland have become 
Langs and Laings, and the Lrmllmana, Langmana. If Mr. 
Fidler migrated. to Somersetshire, his desqendants would 
become Vidlers; while Mr. Cro/fll settlement in York
shire would convert him and his into Craft,. I speak, 
of course, of early times, before orthography assumed 
a settled shape. So 8lso the TompBetts and Tompkinaes 
of the south would be Tampllet, and Tampkinae8 in 
Yorkshire and the north. The rather elegant name of 
Beck, a native of the north, would, on the other hand, 
find itself in the broad dialect of Sussex, Back; and 
this would at length pluralize into Backs, and finally 
almost lose its identity in Baz. By the same process, 
the name of the author of Tristram Shandy would, in 
the same county, first broaden into Btame, and finally 
pluralize into Btamel. 

The changes which many names undergo in their 
vowel sounds may be chiefly attributed to the broaden
ing or narrowing tendencies of our provincial dialects. 
Who can doubt the original identity of Burt and Birt, 
Gilbert and Gilburd, Gillett and Gillott, Trescott and 
Truscott, Hor,ecraft and Horsecrojt, Puttick and Put
tock, Diplock and Duplock, Murrell and Morel? Some 
seem to have run almost the entire gamut of the vowels, 
as Has,ell, He88ell, Iru,ell, HUBsell, besides other changes 
as E88ell, Hersell, HUT,ell, &c. 

Kemble, which might appear to be a narrowed Cockney 
pronunciation of Campbell,' is, however, a local name 
adopted from a parish in Wiltshire. 

The clumsy termination -'11m, so common in the 
United States, is a corruption of our genuine Anglo
Saxon 'Ham,' and Barnum, Putnam, and Cketum are 

Digitized by Google 
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merely modifications of Barnham, Puttenham, and 
Chetham. 

" We have often remarked," says an intelligent 
writer," that every different district of country, or 
large town, possesses names which you scarcely ever 
see anywhere else, some of these names being evidently 
derived from circumstances connected with the special 
locality. For example, the surname Boatbuilder may 
be seen on signboards on the banks of the Thames, 
but we venture to say it is unheard of in any rural 
district. N ames would thus seem to grow out of the 
very soil, and to possess an exact geographical distribu
tion like the different species of plants and vegetables."* 
The present railway age, however, is doing much in 
the way of amalgamation, in this as well as in many 
other and higher respects. 

* II ~ Word on Surnames," in Chambers' Edinburgh Journal. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF FOREIGN SURNAMES NATURALIZED IN ENGLAND, WITH 
THEIR CORRUPTIONS. 

ARIOUS causes might be assigned for 
the great variety that exists in the 
nomenclature of Englishmen. Pro
bably the principal cause is to be found 
in the peculiar facilities which our 
island has for many ages presented to 

the settlement of foreigners. War, royal matches with 
foreign princesses, the introduction of manufactures 
from the Continent, and the patronage which our 
country has always extended to every kind of foreign 
talent-have all tended to the introduction of new 
names. It would be a vain and hopeless task to at
tempt anything like a classification of these names by 
the various countries whence we have received them. 
I shall therefore confine myself to the mention of a 
few, my principal object in the present Chapter being 
to · show that many very usual names, generally sup
posed to be English, are merely corruptions of foreign 
words, and therefore unintelligible even to the families 
who are designated by them. 

Of French names I have already incidentally said 
much. The proximity of Normandy, and the fact of 
our country having been politically subjected to that 
duchy at a period when surnames were of recentintro-
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duction, sufficiently account for the vast number of 
French names which have become naturalized in Eng
land. The names already mentioned, and those included 
in the Roll of Battel Abbey, given in the Appendix, 
must suffice for French surnames. I shall therefore 
only allude to names cO'IT'Upted from the French, which 
are sufficiently numerous. I may quote, by way of 
example, Molineux, La-Ville, De-Ath, and De-Ville, 
which have been scandalously transformed to MulinickI 
and Mullena:c, Larwill, Death, and Devil! St. Leger, 
has become Sellenger! Mombray, Mummery; and 
Butvillaine, ButtDilliam. The last-named family ilou
rished in early times in N orthamptonshire under the 
designation of Boutevilein, which was contracted first 
into Butvelin, and then to ButZin. Between a nosegay 
and a pail there exists no great analogy, but this has 
not prevented Bnquet from becoming Buckett! Scar
deville has fared still worse i for while on one hand it 
has been anglicised to 8karfield, on the other it has 
been demonized (shall I say?) to 8earedetJil!! The 
Americans are, if posaible, worse than ourselves in 
respect of this torturing of names, for F. Lieber tells 
us that "in Salem, Massachusets, there is now living 
a family of the [vile] name of Blumpay, a corruption 
of Blancpied (Whitefoot), their original name i" but 
more of the Americans presently. 

The readiest corruption from the French is that 
which turns mile into field, 88 BloDdield for Blonde
ville, Summerfield for Somerrille, Baskerfield for Bas
kerville. II The late Lord Orford used to relate that a 
dispute once arose in his presence, in the way of 
raillery, between the late Earl Temple and the first 
Lord Lyttleton, on the comparative antiquity of their 
families. Lord Lyttleton concluded that the name of 

Digitized by Google 



FROM FOREIGN SOURCES. 85 

Grenville was originally green-jield; Earl Temple in
sisted that it was derived from Grande-tille. tc Well 
then," said Lord Lyttleton, tc if you will have it so, 
my family may boast of the higher antiquity, for Little 
TOtImB were certainly antecedent to Great Cities; but 
if you will be content with the more humble deriva
tion, I will give up the point, for Green Fields were 
certainly more antient than either."· It may be re
marked that the place in Normandy which gave name 
to Lord Temple's family is now a ville anything but 
grande, if we may trust a certain proverb which affirms 
that it contains only a church and a mill : 

.. Gra,nville, grand vilain, 
Une eglise et un moulin, 
On voit Gra,nville tout a plein!" t 

In some cases VILLE has been changed to WELL, as 
Rosseville to Roswell, Bosseville to Boswell, Freshville 
to Fretwell! Among othe,r .corruptions may be given 
Darcy from Adrecy, Mungey from Mountjoy, Knevett 
from Duvenet, Davers from Danvers, Troublefield from 
Tuberville, Botfield fh>m .De Botville, Manwaring and 
Mannering from Mesnilwarin, Dabridgecourt and 
Dabscot from Damprecourt, Barringer from Beranger, 
Tall-boys (!) from Taille-bois. 

The greatest importation of French names and 
families since the Conquest, was at the revocation of 
the edict of Nantes: hence date the Ducarels, Ber
nonvilles, Chamiel's, Palairets, Guardot" Laprimaudayes, 
TesM', Barrats, Romaynes, and many others. 

Many of our family names are of German birth, a 
fact easily accounted for when we remember that our 

* Brady's Dissertation. 
t Wright's EssaY' on the Middle Ages, vol. i, p. 134. 
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present royal family springs from Germany. - Others, 
again, are from Holland, between which country and 
our own, relations of the most friendly character, 
religious and commercial, have for a long period sub
sisted. Hence the familiar names of Bentinck, Dunk, 
Goldsmid, Boorman, Riclcinan, Shurman, Hickman, 
and many other t mans', Vanneck, VaMttart, Van;. 
-derlJerg, Vandergucht, Vandersteen, Vandervelt, and 
many other t vans.' The ludicrous names of Higgin
hottom and Bomgarson are corruptions, it is said, of 
Ickenbaum, an oak-tree, and Baumgarten, a tree-garden 
or orchard;* but I suspect that the latter would be 
more naturally derived from t B01I-garfon,' a French 
compound as natural as our own Good-lad; to which 
it might stand in the same relation as does Monsieur 
t Bonhomme' to Mr. Goodman. 

Many Jewish names are German, as Rothschild, 
Hart (herz, heart). Those in -ER, with the name of a 
German town or district, denote the same extraction, 
as Friedlander, Dantziger, HamlJurgher. Having no 
settled family nomenclature of their own, the German 
Jews often assume surnames from their places of abode 
with this suffix. Rushridger and (perhaps) RuslJridge, 
seem to be derived from the town of Rousbmgge in 
Belgium. 

I may observe, en passant, that the Germans, like 
ourselves and the French, borrow many of their sur
names from localities. Their prevailing family names 
of this class have the following terminations: 

BERG, mountain. Stolberg, Altenberg. The town 
in Belgium now called Mons is really Berg St. 
Winox. 

STEIN, stone. Walstein, Hermanstein. It was 
* Gent. Mag., Oct. 1820. 
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said at Vienna, that the Emperor Ferdinand II had, 
among his courtiers, three very lofty mountains and 
three very precious stones, viz. Questenberg, Ver
denberg, and Eggenberg; and Diectrichstein, Lich. 
stenstein, and V allenstein. * 

FELD, field. Mansfeld, Benfeld. 
BACH, (beck,) river. Steinbach, Lauterbach. 
DORFF, (thorp,) village. Puffendorf, Altendorff. 
HAUSEN, house. Schaffhausen. 
HOLTZ, (holt,) wood. Berholtz. 
THAL, (dale,) valley. Kaldenthal. 
STAT, town. Bernstat. 

It will be seen from this list, that several of the 
topographical terms entering into the composition of 
German surnames are cognate with those which form 
parts of many of our own, and spring from the same 
Teutonic stock (e. g. 'feld' with field; 'bach' with 
beck): hence a difficulty sometimes arises as to whether. 
a surname is indigenous to England, or is of German 
or Dutch original. 

Other European nations have furnished us with a 
few names; thus from Italy we have Bojfey, CfBsar, 
Castilian, Fussell, Bassano, and Montefiore ; from Spain, 
Ximines, Mendoza; from Portugal, Lousada, Lindo; 
from Denmark, Scrase, [sted and Denis, &c. 

The AN final denotes an Irish extraction, as Egan, 
Beogan, Flanagan, and Doran. 

If foreign names have been liable to corruption, 
it must not be imagined that names originally English 
have escaped deterioration. Such corruptions were 
excusable in times when few besides learned clerks 
could write their own names; and when the spelling 
of words was governed by the sound, whether truly 

• Salverte. 
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pronounced or not; but that they should be perpetrated 
now, in the nineteenth century, when the schoolmaster 
professes to be everywhere abroad, .is a IIISd disgrace to 
that personage. I know a family of farmers who are 
descended from a younger braneh of the antient gentry 
family of Alchorne of Alchorne, and who always spelt 
their name properly until about twenty years since, 
when a new schoolmaster settling in the village, informed 
them that their proper designation was .All-corn, which 
name they are now contented to bear I Another 
family who antiently bore the name of De Hoghstepe, 
a local appellative, signifying I of. the high steep,' have 
laid aside that fine old Teutonic designation, and 
adopted in its stead the thrice-barbarous cognomen of 
Huckslepp! A third family, who in the days of their 
antient gentry wrote themselves II in any bill, warrant, 
quittance, or obligation," Birchensty of Birchensty, 
afterwards abbreviated their name to Birst,l, and their 
descendants, now in plebeian condition, rejoice in the 
swelling appellation of Burster. A fourth family, 
called in the middle ages Gtdter,kole, from the name 
of their landed estate, are now content to bear that 
of Gut,-all! A fifth, wrote themselves; in the four
teenth century, De Boxhulle, and were gentry: in the 
nineteenth they are plebeians, and rejoice, one branch 
in the pugnacious designation of B()3J.all, the other in 
the more peaceable one of Bo:4-Bell. These are all in 
Sussex. 

What can be more barbarous than Dealclulmber for 
De la Chambre; Brewkouse for Braose; CowlJrain for 
Colbran; Tednamburg for St. Edmunds Bury;* .All
work for Aldwal'k; W'UlJraham for Wilburgham; 
Wilherforce for Wilburgbfoss; Sapaford for Sa bridge-

* Cbauncey's Hertfordlhire. p. 353. 
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worthj Hoad for Howard j or Grwr for Gower? Alas, 
for such it contracting, syncopating, curtelling, and 
mollifying" as this I 

Corruptions every whit as vile as the foregoing, aa 
far as pr'otaUf'I.ciation goes, are tolerated by several of 
our patrician families, though the original and correct 
orthography is retained: thus, Chobnondeley is called 
Chulmley; Majoribanks, Marchhan1ca; St. John, Singen* 
(whence probably Sinden)j and Fitz-John, Fidgen. 

Carew is given in its true pronunciation by some 
families who bear it: othe1'll sound it like Care'f/. To 
account for this discrepancy, Mr. John Yorke, whose 
daughter married Mr. Pole C8l'eW, used jocularly to 
say, that there were at one time two Messrs. Walter 
Carew in the House of Commons, and that to prevent 
the frequent embarrassments arising from this identity 
of names, it was agreed to call one Carew and the 
other Carey, and thus to put an end to the confusion 
between What care-I and What care-you! 

Who would think of looking for the origin of 
Lewlmor in Levechenora, the denomination of one of 
the hundreds of Lincolnshire?t Who but a patient 
antiquary could find Duppa in D'U phaugh ? t The 
Italian name Hugezun has been corrupted to Hugk
'0'11. ! This reminds me of an anecdote in Lieber's 
l Stranger in America,' whieh forms so good an illus
trationof the manner in which names are often cor
rupted, that I give it as it stands: 

it The plain English Christian name and surname 
of Benjamin Eaton, bome by a Spanish bpy, was 

• Pope opens his Essay on Man with-
ee Awake my St. John, leave all meaner things 

To low ambition and the ,ride at kings." 

t Pegge'. Curial. Miacel. p. 208. : Ibid. p. 209. 
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derived from his single Spanish Christian name of 
Benito or Benedict; and this by a very natural process, 
though one which would have defied the acuteness of 
Tooke and the wit of Swift. When the boy was 
taken on board ship, the sailors, who are not apt to be 
fastidious in their attention to the niceties of language, 
hearing him called Benito (pronounced Beneeto), made 
the nearest approximation to the' Spanish sound which 
the case required, and which wonld give an intelligible 
sailor's name, by saluting their new shipmate as t Ben 
Eaton,' which the boy probably supposed was the 
corresponding English name, and accordingly con
formed to it himself when asked for his name. The 
next process in the etymological transformation was, 
that when he was sent to one of our schools, the 
master of course inquired his name, and being an
swered that it was Ben Eaton, and presuming that to 
be his true name, abbreviated as usual in the familiar 
style, directed him, as grammatical propriety required, 
to write it at full length, Benjamin Eaton !" 

In some instances an antique spelling is retained 
by families of distinction, while plebeian branches have 
modified theirs according to the fluctuations of ortho
graphy which have taken place in more recent times. 
Brydges, Ohrippes, Streatfeild, and Whitfeld, may be 
mentioned in proof. Henry Fielding, being in com
pany with the Earl of Denbigh, with whose family his 
own was closely connected, his lordship asked why 
they spelt their names differently, the earl's family 
doing it with the e first (Feilding), and Mr. Henry 
with the i first (Fielding). tt I cannot tell, my lord," 
answered the great novelist, tt except it be that my 
branch of the family were the first that knew how to 
spell." 
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Sometimes the spelling of names is so changed that 
the various branches of one family lose sight of their 
consanguinity. I think there is little doubt that the 
Gorings, Gorrings, and Garringes, of Sussex, proceed 
from a common ancestor, and that he borrowed his 
designation from the village of Goring. Similar in
stances might be adduced from many other districts 
in the kingdom. 

From these corruptions and variations arises one of 
the greatest difficulties which the genealogist has to 
encounter. Mr. Markland mentions having seen a 
document of ·the sixteenth century, in which four 
brothers, named Rugely, spell their names in as many 
different ways. Dr. Chandler notices the name of 
Waynflete in seventeen modes of orthography, and 
Dugdale, in his MS. Collections respecting the family 
of Mainwaring, of Peover, co. Chester, has the extra
ordinary number of one hundred and thirty-one variations 
of that single name, all drawn from authorized docu
ments. "It might be conjectured," adds Mr. Markland, 
"that these variations were intentional, could any pro
bable motive be assigned for such a practice."* 

I imagine that our ancestors deemed this. diversity 
a species of elegant license, for the purpose of avoiding 
the monotony of a more regular and consistent mode; 
a species of taste "somewhat akin to the fastidiousness 
in modem composition, which as studiously rejects the 
repetition of words and phrases." 

The process of corruption is often strikingly exem
plified in parish registers. In the course of a century 
or two a name occasionally almost loses its identity. 
In the register of Cheam, co. Surrey, the noble name 
of Dudley has thus become Deadly! The Rev. George 

* ArcblllOlogia, vol. :niii, p. 108. 
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Oliver mentions the following singular mutatioD8 which 
have come under his observation: HauJorth has been 
corrupted to Aljrwd i Keymish to Cammia'i V mIItell to 
FuI,eg! 

A village in westem Sussex bean the name of 
Itchenor. In the same district resides a family sur. 
named 7itchen.or, which is probably a corruption of De 
Itchenor-D'Itchenor. In like manner the family of 
Tichboume, in Hampshire, seem to have corrupted their 
name from D'Itchin-boume, i. e. the river Itchin. 

In the will of Philip Isaacson, made so J.a.tely as the 
seventeenth oeentury, the testator signs Ph. IzatlO'fl., 
while his son, who witnesses the document, writes him
self Stephen I8lUJCMJn. In the preceding century, a 
nun of Denny Abbey, co. Cambridge, W'riting to her 
father, addresses the letter to Thomas Stuteville, Esq., 
of Dalham, and signs it Margaret Stutfield. * 

There are many surnames which have the appear
ance of nicknames or sobriquets, but are really derived 
from names of places more or le88 corrupted, as Worme
wood, Ink-pen, Allchin, 7iptow, Moone, Maner" May
powder, Cuckold, Go-dolphin, Hur1r-ltone, SmaZl-IJaclt, 
Bellow" Filpot, Waddle, &c. j from Ormond,· Ingepen, 
Alchorne, Tiptoft, Mohun, Manors, Mappowder, Coks
wold, Godolchan, Hudlestone, Smalbach, Phillipot, 
Wahul, &c. Also Talh, Toke, Tahbeg, from At Ash, 
At Oke, At Abbey j and Tal'll, Tabby, Tow" from St. 
Olye, St. Ebbe, St. Osyth. The following are taken 
from places without change: Spittle-lwtuJe, Wkitegift, 
AlshOJl, Antrobul, Hartshorn, Wood-head, All-wood, 
Gardening, and Killingback! 

• Ex info Rev. S. Isaacson, M.A., a descendant both of the Izatson and 
the Stuteville mentioned in the text. 
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We are not to suppose that all families bearing Eng
lish names are of English extraction. " Sometimes," 
says the author of the C Stranger in America,' and the 
remark applies equally well to England, "sometimes 
they are positively translated; thus I know of a Mr. 
Bridgebuilder, whose ancestors came from Germany 
under the name of Bruckenbauer. I have met with 
many instances of this kind. There is a family now in 
Pennsylvania whose original name was Klein j at pre
sent they have branched out into three chief ramifica. 
tions, called Klein, Small, and Little j and if they 
continue to have many 'little ones,' they may, for 
aught I know, branch out into Short, Less, and Lesser, 
down to the most Lilliputian names. • • • • A German 
called Feuerstein (fire-stone-the German for flint) 
settled in the west when French population prevailed 
in that quarter. His name, therefore, was changed 
into Pierre a Furil; but in the colll'lle of time the 
Anglo-American race became the prevalent ODe, and 
Pierre 8. Fusil was again changed into Peter Gun I " 

I ,hall wind 'up this chapter with a curious anec
dote,* which gives an antient and well-known Grecian 
philosopher a regolar English Chriatian and surname, 
in a manner precisely similar to that by which the poor 
Spanish sailor, Benito, became Benjamin Eaton. 

In the Bodleian Library at Oxford there is a MS. 
by Leland, the topographer, written temp. Henry VIII, 
by whose permi8!lion he was enabled to visit the dis
solved monasteries, to collect such manuscripts as he 
deemed worthy of conservation. It is entitled II Cer
tayne Questions, and Answeres to the same, concernynge 

* Obligingly communicated by the Rev. S. ISa&e8on, M.A., from the 
Christian Remembrancer, vol. xx, p. 301 (edited by that gentleman). 
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the mystery of Mafonrye, writtene by the hande of 
Kynge Henrye the sixthe of the name, and faithfully 
copied by me Johan Leylande, Antiquarius, by the 
commande of his Highnesse." 

"Quest. (4) How comede ytt yn Englonde? 
"Answ. Peter Gower, a Grecian journeyedde Wor 

kunnynge yn Egypte and in Syria, and in everyche 
Ion de whereat the Venetians hadd plauntedde mac;onryj 
wynnynge entrance yn all lodges of mac;onnes, he 
lernede muche, and retournedde and woned yn Grecia 
Magna, wacksynge and becommynge a mighty wyse
acre, and gratelyche renowned, and here he framed a 
grate lodge at Groton, and maked many ma~onne8, 
some whereof dyd journey yn Fraunce, and maked many 
mac;onnes, whereoWe comme yn process of time the arte 
passid in Englonde." 

" The meaning of all this is, that one Peter Gower, 
a Grecian, travelled in the east, where the Venetians 
had introduced the art of masonry, and obtaining en
trance into the masonic lodges learned many of their 
mysteries j that on his return to the west he settled 
in Italy, at Groton, some of whose members introduced 
the art into France, from whence in process of time 
it passed into England.. It is well that poor Henry 
the Sixth tells us that Peter Gower was a Grecian, for 
otherwise, the name being so thoroughly English, great 
might have been the bewilderment and battling of our 
antiquaries therein. How a Greek should come by it 
was puzzle enough in Leland's time, for concerning it 
'he died and made no sign.' The royal . cacography 
is so evident in giving Venetians for Phrenicians, and 
Groton, which is the name of a town in England, for 
Croton a, a place in Italy, that we may safely presume 
Peter Gower to be only an approximation to the real 
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name of the great founder of European masonry, who 
was doubtless PYTHAGORAS I For the French, who, it 
appears, introduced masonry into England, spelt his 
name Pytha-gore, and pronounced it Peta-gore, which 
is as good English for Peter Gower, from a Frenchman, 
as could reasonably be desired." 

II. 3 
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CHAPTER V. 

OF CHANGED SURNAMES. 

~~~~~LLUSION has already been made to 
the changes which frequently took 
place in our family nomenclature from 
the substitution of one name for ano
ther; but I consider those changes 

sufficiently interesting to form the subject of a short 
separate chapter. 

The practice of altering one's name upon the occur
rence of any remarkable event in his personal history, 
seems to have been known in time.s of very remote 
antiquity. The substitution of Abraham for Abram, 
Sarah for Sarai, Israel for Jacob, Paul for Saul, &c., 
are matters of sacred history; but the custom prevailed 
in otber nations as well as among the Jews. Codo
marns, on coming to the kingdom of Persia, took the 
princely name of Darius. Romulus, after his deifica
tion, was called Quirinus. Some persons adopted into 
noble families substituted the name of the latter for 
their own original appellations. The practice of changing 
names in compliance with testamentary injunctions is 
also of antient date; thus Augustus, who was at first 
called Thureon, took the name of Octavius. Others 
received a new name when they were made free of 
certain cities, as Demetrius Mega, who on becoming a 
free citizen of Rome was designated Publius Cornelius. 
Slaves, who prior to manumission had only one name" 
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received, on becoming free, the addition of their mas
ter's. Among the primitive Christians it was customary 
to change the names of persons who left Paganism to 
embrace the true faith. The popes, as all know, change 
their names on coming to "the holy apostolical see" 
of Rome; a practice said to have originated with 
Sergius the Second, because his previous name was 
Hogamouth! One pope, Marcellus, refused to change his 
name, saying, "Marcellus I was, and Marcellus I will 
be; I will neither change name nor manners."* To 
him the conclave might have quoted Virgil, in a sooth
ing tone like that employed towards a wilful spoiled 
child: 

.. Tu Marcellus eriB I" t 
In France it was formerly customary for eldest sons 

to take their fathers' sumames, while the younger 
branches assumed the names of the estates allotted 
them. This plan also prevailed in England some time 
after the Norman Conquest. Camden gives several 
instances. It If Hugh of Saddington gaue to his second 
sonne his mannour of Fridon, to his third sonne his 
mannour of Pantley, to his fourth his wood of Albdy, 
the sonnes called themselves De Frydon, De Pantley, 
De Albdy, and their posterity remooued De. So 
Hugh Montforte's second sonne, called Richard, 
being Lord of Hatton in Warwickeshire, tooke the 
name of Hatton. So the yongest sonne of Simon Cle 
Montfort, Earle of Leicester, staying in England when 
his father was slaine and brethren fled, tooke the name 
of Welshorne, as some of that name haue reported. So 
the name of Euer came from the mannour of Euer, 
neare Uxbridge, to yonger sonnes of L. John Fitz
Robert de Clauering, from whom the Lord Euers, and 
Sir Peter Euers ofAxholme are descended. So Sir 

• Camden. t .d':n. vi, v. 883. 
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John Cradocke, knight, great grandfather of Sir Henry 
Newton of Somersetshire, tooke first the name of 
Newton, which was the name of his habitation i as the 
issue of H uddard in Cheshire tooke the name of Dutton 
their chief mansion."· 

Sir Grey Skipwith is the lineal descendant of 
Patrick, the youngest son of Robert Stuteville, whose 
father came over with the Conqueror, and who took 
the name of Slcipwith from his possessions at a place so 
called. Another branch of the same family took the 
name of Latton on the same account, and still flourishes 
in Berkshire. In like manner the family of Major-Gen. 
Ireton who married a daughter of Oliver Cromwell, 
branched out at an early period from that of Shirley 
(Lord Ferrers) and adopted their surname in the 12th 
centurY from the manor of Little Ireton co. Derby.t 
The families of Bever and Toneford are of the same 
blood as that of Cobham, in Kent i while from the cele· 
brated stock of Dering in that county, the following sur· 
names have ramified: De.la.Bell, Wrotham, Ouckeston, 
Perinton, Pire.field, Oheriton, and .Ash. These were all 
adopted from the names of places where younger sons 
of the family had effected a settlement.t In these and 
hundreds of other instances It a local habitation and a 
name" were simultaneously acquired. 

The annexed little pedigree of a family in Cheshire 
soon after the Conquest affords a most striking illus. 
tration of the changes which occurred in family names 
before hereditary surnames were fully established, and of 
the consequent difficulty which must be experienced in 
tracing pedigrees in those early times. It was taken 
by Camden cc out of an antient Roule belonging to Sir 
William Brereton of Brereton, knight." 

* Camden. t Shirley's Stemmata Shirleiana. 
: Vide Curiosities of Heraldry. p. 305. 
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"WILLIAM BEL WARD, Lord of Malpaa in Cheshire, had two Sons, 

I 
1. Dan DAVID of Malpaa, called on 

account of his scholarship" I.e Clerl:e." 

T 
I I I 

1. WILLIAM, 
called 

DE MALPAS 
from his estate. 

2. PHILIP, 
called "Gogh," 
that is red. His 
descendants took 

3. DAVID, 
took the name 
of GOLBORNE 
from his estate. 

the name of 
E GE RTO N. 

I 
A SON, took tbe name of GOODman, 

or, ratber, received it of others, from the 
excellence of his character. 

= 
I 

I 

I 
1. THOMAS, 

called DE COT
GRAVE, from 
his estate. 

I 

2. RICH1.RD. 

T 
2. WI~LJAM, 

called DE 
OVERTON, 
from his estate. 

J 
3. RICHARD, 

surnamed LIT
TLE, from hi. 
diminutive sta
ture. 

T 
I 

1. A SON, called 2. JOHN RICHARD-
KENCLARKE, that is 
"knowing scholar." 

SON, from his father's 
Christian name. * 

* An eminent antiquary, well acquainted with the genealogy of Cheshire families, informs me that .. Other of the baronial 
race. of the palatinate ramified u much u the barons of Malpaa did, particularly the Vernon., the Stokeporta, and the Venq,.. 
ble .. " In the barony of Kendal (Westmoreland and Lancuhire) the male descendants of Ivo liB TAILBolS will be found in 
the same manner to divide into (1) De LanClJ8ter, (2) CUrtDetI, and (3) lrby; and, according to strong probabilities, into 
(4) Kelleth, (5) Coupland, (6) Fitz-Orme,and (7) Fitz-GilOert. To these West (Hist. Purness) adds (8) Bardaea, (9) Broughton, 
(10) LotDicl:, (11) Kirby, (12) Prelton; and Wotton (Baronetage) subjoins (13) Lea of Lea, and (14) Houghton." 

~ 

== 
~ 

~ 

t 
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From this table it will be seen that in four descents, 
and among about fifteen persons descended from one and 
the same individual, there were no less than thirteen 
surnames. Well may our antiquary say, "Verily the 
gentlemen of those so different names in Cheshire would 
not easily be induced to believe they were descended 
from one house, if it were not warranted by so ancient 
a proof e." It is also worthy of remark that we have 
here in one family, within the compass probably of a 
single century, jive descriptions of surnames, namely, 
FORETGN, as Be1ward; LOCAL, as De Malpas, De Cot
grave; from PERSONAL QUALITIES, as Gogh or red, and 
Little j from MENTAL QUALITIES AND ATTAINMENTS, as 
Goodman and Ken-Clarke j and from the PATERNAL 
NAME, as Richardson. 

Another of Camden's instances :-A young gentle
man of the family of Freux, an attendant on Lord 
Hungerford, Lord Treasurer of England, being of re
markably tall stature, acquired among his companions 
the sobriquet of Long Henry. Marrying afterwards a 
lady of quality he transposed his name to Henry Long, 
and became the founder of an eminent family, who bore 
Long as a surname. The original name of the most 
renowned of the compeers of Robin Hood was John 
LITTLE, (a sobriquet acquired from his being a foot 
taller than ordinary men), but on joining Robin's 
party he was re-baptized, and his names were reversed. 
Will Stukeley loquitur : 

.. This infant was called .T obn Little, (quoth he,) 
Which name shall be cbanged anon; 

The words we '11 transpose; so wberever he goes, 
His name shall be called Little John." 

RitlDrl. 

There are many cases on record of the sons of great 
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heiresses having left their paternal surnames for those 
of their mothers: this was done by the Stanleys, N evilles, 
Percies, Carews, Cavendishes, Braybrookes, &c. &c. 
Johanna Stuteville (great-great-grandmother of Joan, 
"the fair maid of Kent," mother of Richard II,) in 
consequence of her immense possessions retained her 
maiden-name in widowhood.* Others took the names 
of attainted lords whose property fell into their pos
session: this was the case with the Mowbrays. 

Some changed their names by the Royal command, 
as we have seen in the case of the Cromwells. "I love 
you," said Edward the Fourth to some of the family of 
Picard, "but not your name;" whereupon they adopted 
others: one took that of Ruddle, from the place of his 
birtht-no improvement, certainly, so far as euphony 
goes. 

During the civil wars in the time of Henry the 
Fourth, several of our antient families changed their 
names for the purpose of concewment, as the Blunts of 
Buckinghamshire, who assumed that of Croke; and the 
Carringtons of Warwickshire, who took that of Smith.t 

Ralph Brooke, York Herald in 1594, says, "If a 
man had three sonns, the one dwelling at the Towns
end, the other at y" Woode, and the thyrde at the Parke, 
they all took theyr surnames of theire dwellings, and 
left their aunciente surnames; which errour hath over
throwen and brought into oblyvion manye aunciente 
houses in this realme of England."§ 

There is much justice in this remark, however in
consistently it may come from Brooke, who had him
self changed his name from Brokumouth. 

With respect to ecclesiastics, or as they are styled 

* Dugdale. t Camden. ~ Fuller's Worthies, p. 51. 
§ From a MS. quoted in Blore's Monumental Remains. 
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by Holinshed, "spiritual men," it was, according to 
that historian, an almost invariable "fashion to take 
awaie the father's surname (were it never so worship
ful or antient), and give him for it the name of the 
towne he was born in;" and another writer informs 
us that "It was the use in old time upon entrye into 
religion to alter the name and take it from the place, 
for that by their taking religious habits they were dead 
persons in law, as to the world, and the next heire 
should inherite and enter upon their lande as if they 
were ded indeed j and professing themselves of an 
order, they were revived to a spiritual life, and so 
assumed a new name."* 

Of this practice amongst the clergy, especially upon 
their entering into holy orders, innumerable instances 
occur, but it may be sufficient to quote the two cele
brated prelates, William of Wykeham, whose father's 
name was Longe, and William Waynflete, who, as an 
unbeneficed acolyte, is found in the episcopal register 
of Lincoln (as Dr. Chandler conjectures) under the 
name of Barbor, and which he dropped on becoming a 
sub-deacon. Waynflete's father was called indifferently 
Richard Patten or Barbour. t 

In our own times family nalIles are often changed, 
in accordance with testamentary injunctions accom
panying bequests of property. Sometimes a le88 weighty, 
though not less powerful, motive has produced the 
change, namely, a desire to be f somebody,' and to avoid 
the imputation of low birth and connexions. Of 
Smythe, Cutlar, Tayieure, Yonge, Broun, Fy88he, Foard, 
Willyama, Martyn, ~c., we may observe, " Stant nomi. 
nis umbra." These, however, are trifling departures 

* Harl. MS., 4630. t Archleologia, vol. xviii, p. 109. 
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from the common orthography, simple "devices to turn 
the vulgar to the genteel by the change of a letter ;". 
and modesty itself when compared with such changes 
as Gomery to Moni-gomery, Skidmore to Scudamore, 
Morgan to De Morgan, Wigram to Fztz-wigram, Wyatt 
to Wyatt-ville-tt by which good common English is 
transmogrified into bad French, to be mis-pronounced 
by the ignorant and laughed at by the wise, the 
deserved and inevitable fate of pretension, ridiculous in 
everything, and most of all in strange names." Hay
ward, as if ashamed of his plebeian appellation of 
" cattle-keeper," has metamorphosed himself into 
Howard, whereby, no doubt, he thinks to pass as a 
connexion of the greatest of ducal houses. U pjohn has 
become Ap John, Bullcock, Belcombe, Pedlar, Shield! 

The name of Huddlestone is undoubtedly local, yet 
some of its bearers are foolish enough to think that 
they are descended from King Athelstan I Huddleston 
is a small parish in the West Riding of Yorkshire. 

Swift, in the t Examiner' (No. 40, 1711), says, tt I 
know a citizen who adds or alters a letter in his name 
with every plum he acquires; he now wants only the 
change of a vowel to be allied to a sovereign prince in 
Italy, and that, perhaps, he may contrive to be done by 
a mistake of the graver upon his tombstone." This 
was Sir Henry Furnese, whose surname underwent the 
following transformations: Furnace, Furnice, Furnise, 
FU'1"Ile88e, Furness, Fumese.t Whether he actually 
became a FARNESE, posthumously, I never heard. 

Almack is supposed by the family bearing it to be an 
inversion of the Scottish Mac-All. 

Many JEWISH FAMILIES have assimilated their sur-

• Miss Mitf'ord'8 • Our Village.' t Boys' Sandwich, p. 48S. 
3 § 
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names to others of English origin, as Abraham to 
Braham, Moses to Moss and Moseley, Soloman to 
Salmon and Sloman, Jonas to Jones, Levi to Lewis, 
Barugh to Barrow, Elias to Ellis, Eliason to Elliotson, 
Emanuel to Manuel. How several of the Barnetts, and 
a few of the Barnards and Brandons, came by their 
Christian surnames it is difficult to conjecture. Lyon 
and Myers (" meier," farmer) are German.J ewish names 
naturalized among us. 

THE GIPSEYS, who, in several of the main features 
of their character and history, exhibit a striking 
resemblance to the Jews, came into England in the 
fifteenth century. What kind of nomenclature they 
possessed previously to their advent it is now impossible 
to ascertain. It is probable that they had no surnames, 
since at the present day they uniformly borrow those of 
English families. Their principal clans are those of 
Baker, Barnett, Bomlle, Buckland, Broadway, Buckley, 
Blewitt, Carew, Carter, Cooper, Corrie, Draper, Eyres, 
Fletcher, Glover, Jones, Lee, Light, Loversedge, Lovell, 
Mansfield, Martin, Plunkett, Smith, Smalls, Scamp (!), 
Stanley, Taylor, Williams.* 

There is one other circumstance under which, ac· 
cording to Camden, names were changed, namely 
when servants took the Surnames of their masters. 
In the absence of all evidence, I very much question 
if this was ever at all usual. If it was, the knowledge 
of the fact inflicts a "heavy blow and great discou. 
ragement" on our plebeian Seymours, and Lovells, and 
Pierpoints, and Sinclairs, and Spencers, t and Tyrrells, 

* Crabb's Gipsies' Advocate, London, 1832. 
t In any case the SeymourB and the ~encerB may entertain a doubt 

of the nobility of their origin, since the former name is far more likely to 
proceed, in the majority of cases, from the old English Beamer, a tailor, 

Digitized by Google 



CHANGED. 55 

who fancy themselves descended from noble blood; 
for they may, after all, be nothing bnt genuine Smiths, 
and Browns, and J oneses, and Robinsons, with changed 
names. Alack-a-day for such pretensions I 

My reason for rejecting the hypothesis, however, is 
founded on the pride which characterises great and 
antient houses. This would have prohibited the 
adoption of the cherished family appellative-which 
had been for ages regarded as a distinctive mark of 
the high-born and noble-by humble dependeuts and 
neighbours. An excellent illustration of this feeling 
occurs in a recent publication on Esthonia, where it 
is mentioned that on the enfranchisement of the serfs 
on a certain estate, which took place a few years since, 
the nobleman, their former proprietor, advised them to 
assume surnames; but would not, on any account, 
allow them to bear that of his own family, notwith. 
standing their earnest and oft-reiterated eutreaties. 
The system of clanship in Scotland may he urged in 
defence of Camden's assertion, as the members of the 
clans generally assumed the surnames of their lords 
and protectors; but the circumstances under which 
clans were originally formed had no parallel in feudal 
England. We have not space to enter minutely into 
the question how the most illustrious and aristocratic 
of names have come to be diffused among all classes 
of the community; but it may suffice generally to 
remark, that the fact may be accounted for by the 

than from the St. Maures of Norman times; and albeit the first of the 
noble Spensers was .. dispensator" to royalty, I strongly suspect that 
many of our second and third class families might trace with much 
stronger probabilities to certain ignoble dispensators whose functious 
were limited to certain "old buttery hatches" of certain" old English 
gentlemen" of later times. "SPBN8, a buttraye, delpencier." (Palsgrave.) 
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mutations to which families as well as individuals are 
subject in the common course of events. Families 
seldom remain at a stationary point in worldly pros. 
perity for many successive generations; and instances 
of the rapid advancement of some families to fortune, 
and of the equally speedy decay of others, must be 
familiar to all. Hence it is that the near kindred of 
the most exalted individuals are often found in stations 
exceedingly humble. The story of Lord Audley and 
shoemaker Touchet is well known: and the claim 
of a trunk-maker to the earldom of Northumberland, 
and the honours of the illustrious house of Percy, is a 
matter of history. There is now living in a southern 
county a rat-catcher whose near consanguinity to a 
noble earl representing one of the most antient houses 
in England would not be questioned, on investigation, 
by the most fastidious member of the Heralds' College. 
With such instances before us, it ceases to be a matter 
of surprise that the proudest names of English history 
have, in the lapse of ages, descended to the very 
"basement story" of society. 

Suetonius mentions "that it was thought a capital 
crime in Pomposianus for calling his base bond-slaves 
by the names of grand captaines."· 

Finally, women, at marriage, change their surnames. 
How many wish in this manner to change them: how 
many regret they have ever done so It 

* Camden. 
t In Spain, the wife does not change her name at marriage. The BOD 

uaea the paternal or maternal name, as he thinks proper. The choice 
generally falls upon that of the beat family, in accordance with the 
proverb: 

.. EI hijo de ruyn Padre 
Toma el appelido de la Madre." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OP SCOTTISH PAMILY NAMES. 

lir.~p~iiilNCIDENTALLY, the family nomen. 
clature of Scotland has frequently 
been mentioned in these pages, and 
many Scottish names have been ac
counted for. Substantially, the sur. 
names of that kingdom are English, 

with some few dialectic peculiarities, the only exceptions 
being those which come from the Gaelic language 
which formerly pervaded, and is even now extant in, 
the northern and western districts of the country. 
Possessing no knowledge of that antient tongue, I am 
unable to illustrate this branch of British nomenclature; 
and as the Lowland names present no features of 
remarkable difference from those of England, I have 
no lucubrations on the subject to present to the reader. 

A humorous arrangement of the surnames of the 
families resident in Edinburgh, authenticated with the 
addresses and occupations of the persons introduced, 
was published in that city in the form of a brochure, 
in 1825. These names are here reproduced as a fair 
sample of Scottish nomenclature. 

Criticism is scarcely applicable to such a collection, 
intended as it is to amuse and not to teach; otherwise 
it might be necessary to remark that many of the 
juxta-positions are false ones, and many of the implied 
etymologies, erroneous. I have added a few foot
notes by way of illustration. 
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SURNAMES IN EDINBURGH, 1825. 

WE shall begin with the Bald Head father Adam; 
from whom we have Still got Adamsons, Mansons, 
Bairnafathers, that have Young80ns, Boys, and Childs; 
Nourses, with Fosters, that are Fairhairna, with White
heads and Roughheads; but we have Comhs to comb 
their Pows. 

For Playfairs, they have Dalla and Bella; although 
Young, we have Younger, who have grown up to Man, 
and, with Manners, to be W'ase, with Virtue and Love; 
but Meek, and Humhle, without Pride, with Hearts, 
Keen, Smart, Blyth, Merry, Gay, always with Smiles; 
but when Hastie, and in high Dudgeon, they Craick,! 
and are Huffy; but when we Cox them, then they begin 
to speak Lofty, and Crouch, and Ogle, and Pratt. 

And when we give Partys, they are seldom Moody; 
and, although Sorlie troubled with the Boa~ and B1'ash,' 
they are Goodall, and have Fortunes to be given Heartly 
to Auld Friends, and Cousins; and Cairds to send on a 
Sudden, and Instant. 

With Boons to our Darling Sparks, and Bonnymen, 
Dons, Lairds, aud Gentlemen, and Tennents, Batchelors, 
and Younghushands. 

For they have Ducats and Groats, Pennys and Mony
pennys; 

With Bowers, Hermitages, and Woodhouses, that have 
Stories, and Thatchers to roof them; but although 
Airie, they are Reekie and Suttie; and there are Boogies' 
that Hunt 6 them. 

I Craick, to storm. I Bod, belching. I Bf'GBA, a rash or eruption. 
• Bogle" goblins. I Hat, haunt. 
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We have Sky, and a Moon: two points of the com
pass, North and We8t, but only one Pole: two months 
of the Year, March and May; yet, after all, we have 
Summer and Winter, with Snell l Storms of Hailstonell, 
Snow, and Watt,S Rainy DaY8. 

With Haliday, Valentine, and Yule. 
Also Airth, Clay, and Sands, which produce Goold 

and Silver Orr; Ivory, Steel, Imrie, Salt, Bristow 
Stons,s Slate, Flint, Chry8tal, Heaslewood, Blackwood, 
and Hathorn; Oat8, Galls, Murphy8, Cotton, Downs, 
M088, Hope8,' Snodgras8,o Hay, and Straw; with a Fair 
to sell them at. 

Of Water8, we have the Shannon, Boyne, Do'l&, and 
Leven; and the Come Linn; Brook8, Burns, Black
burns, Burnside8, Linns, Fountains, Pools, Falls, Ponds, 
Pitcaithly Wells, and Coldwells. 

Of 18[es, we have Sicily, Bute, Cramond, and Inch 
Keith. 

Gardeners and Gardens, with Leefs, Bud8, Roses, 
Primrose8, Myrtle8, Lilly8, Gowans,s and Spink8;1 with 
Pecks of Alder-Berrys, Gr08ert8,8 Pears, Lemons, Plumb8, 
with a Grafter to graft them. 

Of Animals, we have Lions, Griffins, Bullock8, and 
Stottsl Colts, and Palfrey8, with Long Mains, that 
make good Steeds; for they are Nohle Walker8, and 
'I'rotters, and can Race; with Steedmen to keep them 
that are good Ryders. 

We have CollieaI° that are Barkers; Foa:es that are 
Wylie; Lamh8 that are Wooley; Hog8, Kids, Tods,ll 
Hares, Kittins, Rats, Moles, Blackadder8, Boog8, Leeches, 

I SneU, smart, keen. 

• Hope" hops. 
6 GolDlln" daisies. 

• S'o", a young ox. 

• Willi, wet. a BrV/OfD-ItORll, Bristol atones. 
• SnodgrtuB, trimmed or smooth grus. 
7 Spink" primroses. 8 Gro,ert" gooseberries. 
" Collie" sheep-dogs. II ToM, foxe •• 
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and Gruhs; with Hyndman, Rnd Hunters, with Traps 
to catch them. 

Of Birds and Fowles, we have the Eagle, Peacock, 
Nightingale, Swan, Roole, Crow, Martin, Cay,l Ged; 
also Batts, Robins, Doves, and Croppers, with Fair. 
fowles of different kinds, and Falconers and Fowlers to 
catch them. 

O-man! we have Salmon, Turhet, Ling, Flounders, 
Wkittings, Haddows, Mennous, and Game-Herons,'" all 
with Phins and Scales; and Crahs, Cheap, with Fuhers, 
and Hooles of the Kirhy bend, to catch them. 

Then we have Kitchens, with Ovens, and Jacks; as 
also Sticks, Peats, and Coals, Potts, Kettles, and 
Brandersl Butter, and Cream, with Butlers, that are 
Cooks, and Dishers. 

Then they have only to Fry, and Macreadie, and go 
to the Hall, with their Custards for Dinning; and for 
Beveridge, we have Gills of Shirrg, with Glasses of· 
Burton Goodale, and Calvert's Porter for Goodsires, 
and Goodlellows. 

We have Kings, with Massy, Goulding Crowns!! 
Grando ! both Princes and Nohles, Earls and Marquises, 
Knights, Barrons, ShirreJfs, Baillies, and Mayors, with 
a Dean of Guild, Constahles, Burgesses, and Commoners; 
Marshalls, Haralds, Ushers, and Pages; Colleges, Courts 
of Law, Skill, and Justice; Officers, with Duns, Dun. 
nings, and Warrands, with one to Stampa' ! 

But we have Banks, Stocks, Charters, Wills, and 
Grants; Treasurers, that have Chamhers, and Clerks, 
that are Penmen, with Pens to write with in B1·oad. 
hooks. 

Also Parishes, and Kirklands, that are Biglands, 

I Cay, a jackdaw. • Gar.ne-IIertmI, sprats. • Brander., gridirons. 
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with Kirlcwoods, that are Braidwoods; Abbay., Temple., 
and Kirk., with Spier" and Pew.; with Bishop Sharp, 
Frier., Chaplairut, Profit., with Lang Bairds, that are 
Wasemen and Elder. ; yet, besides, we have Bad, Wild, 
Rough, Bookle88, Savage., and Pagarut, that cannot 
Read; with Irorutide., that feel no Pain, that have 
A.rmstrong, Broadfoot., and Oruickshank.; but they are 
Fell, Cunning, Meikle,! Stout, Strong, Swift, Jollie,' 
Tough, Little, Slight, Short, Thin, and Mein; with 
Greatheads, Lightbody., and Small, Bendy Shanks, Little-
johrut, and Meiklejohrut, Gentle and Semple, Whigams, 
and Torry,! 

We have Shepherds with Crooks, Herds, Herdsmen, 
and Faulds, Ewebanks, Greenhills, Pentland Hills, 
Green Shields, Craigs, Car.e., Muir., and Longmoors, 
Glerut, Grove., Woods, Heatkerhills, Newlands, Forrest., 
and Forresters to keep them. 

We have Farms, Farmer., and Fields, Greenfields, 
Butterfields, Broomfields, with some Sanilylands; also 
Parks, Riggs,'" Plow" Ploughmen, Coulters, Harrie., 
Hammen, Harrowers, Shearer., Gatherer., and Stalkers, 
Nutter, with Millers, and Mills. 

For Clothes, we have Breeks, Coat., Hoods, Boots, 
and PatOrut. 

Of Colours, there are Scarlet, Blue,3 Brown, Howden. 
Gray, Reid, Black, and White, with Webb. of Linen, to 
make More, and Wardrobe, to keep them. 

Of Old Worthies, we have Moses, Joseph, Samuel, 
Sampson, Daniel, Solomon, Jacob and Sarah, Ezekiel, 

I Meikle, big. I Rigg., Ridges. 
I Blue. This is not the only instance I have met with of this colour as 

a surname. At Little Brickhill, co. Northampton, is this inscription: 
II Here lieth the bod)' of Trw Blue, who departed this life Jan.),e 17, 
1724, aged 57." 
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Amos, Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, James, Peter, 
Alexander, Hector, Macbeath, Bruce, Wallace, Rymer. 

Of Authors, Poets, &0. we have Buchanan, Knox, 
Hume, Guthrie, Buchan, Samuel Johnson, Blair, Burns, 
Fer!Jft80n, Smollet, with his Peine Green Pickle, Fielding, 
and Tom Jones, Harvie, Dryden, Robertsoo, Milton, 
Arnot, Richardson, Addison, Drummond, Newton, 
Thomson, Franklin; Home with his Douglas and Norvell; 
Allan Ramsay, with Peattie and Roger; Scott, with his 
Baillie Nicol Jarvies, Rob Roy, Merrylees, Davie Deans, 
Mushetts, Cairns, Quinten-Durward, &0. 

Painters; Hogarth, Skirving, Nasmyth, and Raelnwn. 
Musicians; Neil Gow, with his Band of Songsters and 

Singers, Pipers, and Harpers, that make a Din; their 
Sangs are 'Lewes Gordon/ 'Duncan Davidson,' 'Auld 
Rob Morris,' 'Tom Glen,' I Jollie Dick,' 'Logan Water,' 
I Blyth and Merry,' 'the Miller of Dron,' 'Robin 
Adair,' the 'Lee Riggs,' I Galli Waters,' , Nancy 
Dawson,' I Maggie Lauder,' 'O'er Bogie,' 'Georges 
King,' also the I Waits at night.' 

Founders of hospitals; Heriot, Watson, Gillespie. 
Of Workmen, we have Masters and Prentices, with 

Edge-Tooles, Grindstones, and Planes. 
Of Trades, Masons, that are Cowans;1 Wrights, Web

sters, Tailors, Smiths, Ferriers, Saddlers, Cordiners, 
Drovers, Turners, Coopers, Glovers, Barbers, Brewsters, 
Baxters, Butchers, Slaters, Souters,'I. Plumbers, Skinners, 
Sawers, Potters, Salters, Colliers, Horners, with Horn to 
work with. 

Merchants, Hosiers, Milners; Chapmen, with Wares, 
Borrowmen and Creelmen/ but they are sometimes Slack, 

I C'otDau, smiths. I Souter., shoemakers. 
• Borrowmm and Creelmen, carriers of barrows and baskets, called creelli. 
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and to keep . them all right, we have Formen and 
Grieves,! with Rules and Squairs, Foot and Inches j but 
the Drons that Budge, or turn their Back, or let a 
Spittal, or tell Riddles, or Hadaway, and Gamble, or 
Wager, and do not play Fairly (when Proven), we Trail B 

to the Blackhall, and make Mount the Blackstocks, and 
Burn or Brand them, and have Wands and Tawsl! to 
whip them. Then they may Begg, but they have a 
Brougham to plead for them. 

Of Kingdoms, Towns, &c. we have France, Sardinia, 
Ireland, life, Pavis, Glasgow, Stirling, Lithgow, 
Kirkaldy, Sutherland, Angus, Kinghorn, Clydesdale, 
Leven, Linton, Annan, Durham, Lauder Dalmahey, 
Corstorphirt, Alloway, Abernethy, Galloway, Middleton, 
Dingwall, Bathgate, Biggar, Scoon, Calder, Berwick, 
Selkirk, Carlyle, Monteith, Swinton) Boston, Callander, 
Broughton, Coupar, Coldstream, Elgin, Gifford, Dunbar, 
Mo.ffat, Balbirnie, Newhigging, Darby, Paisley, Peebles, 
Beath, Melrose, Stobo, Straiton, Leslie, Anatruther, 
Traquair, Coventry, Cornwall, Nairn, Lancaster, Rox
burgh, Kent, Preston, Lugton, Inderwick, Wakefield, 
Richmond, Hamilton, Ormiston, Boswell, Hopeton, 
Currie. 

Aud for means of conveyance, we have Ferries, and 
Sandy-Fords, like Glassfords, that we can Wade; and 
for Holloways, we have Bridges, and Broad Streets. 
Their names are George, Frederick, Nicolson, Drum
mond, Richmond, Arthur, Carnegie, Gilmour,' Blair, 
Dundas, and Maitland j with both Lanes, and Corners, 
all with Good Cassie,6 and a Cross to meet at, and 
Crosswell to drink at. * 

I Grietle, the superintendent of a coal-pit, corruption o( FafJe. 
I Trail, drag. a Tawu, straps (or castigation • 
• Gilmour, a chief's attendant, or henchman. 5 CuBie.? 
* See Cro88Weller,among Local Surnames, Chapter V, Vol. I. 
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For means of defence against the French, Ramanes, 
Normands or Welsh, or to give a Rolland for an Oliver, 
or another Faiifa31, Charles Stewart, or Paul Jones, 
we have a Wall with Dykes, Doons,l Yetts,S and Barrs, 
with a Portman to Lock them: also Mars the god of 
war, with his Trenches and Trains, Forts, Wards, and 
Wardens; and when we Levy our Troops of Hardy, 
Weatherly, Lothian, Yeaman, Trumen, with their Ba~ 
MrS and Bannermen-then 'the Campbells are Cum. 
ming ;' and the clans with their Andrew Ferraras j then 
they Mountcastle with the Bold Frasers, Sutherlands, 
Camerons, and M'Donalds, M'Dougalls, M'Glashans, 
M'Alpins, M'Bains, M'Alisters, M'Gregors, M'Pher. 
IOns, M'Leods, M'Nabs, M'Intoshes, M'Leans, M'K~ 
zies, M'Kays, with Donaldson, Jameson, Robson, Thom
Bon, Johnson j and to command them we have Aber· 
crombie and Graham. 

By sea, Bing, Howe, Duncan, Mitchell, Nelson, and 
Cochrane; and for Armour, we have Guns, Swords, 
Spears, Baigenets, Daggers, Shields, Forts with Can
Rans, Bows, Bowmen, and Archers, who 80 nobly 
guarded our most gracious Sovereign, when he conde
scended to visit his ancient Metropolis of Scotland. 

So I have brought you to the Townsend, and bid you 
all Godby! 

I DOOM, downs. I Yeti" gates. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

OF IRISH SURNAMES. 

lis if to maintain the characteristic of an 
aptitude for blundering said to belong 

. to the sister island, what has been 
It' ~ written upon the family nomenclature 
~ of Ireland has generally been ill. 

founded and erroneous. So, at least, 
Mr. O'Donovan asserts, in his able and interesting 
articles communicated to a most meritorious, but now, 
unfortunately, extinct periodical, illustrative of the 
antiquities and traditions of Ireland. * This blundering 
is mainly attributable to an ignorance of the primeval 
language of the country on the part of the writers who 
have undertaken to illustrate the subject. Mr. 
O'Donovan's essays, on the contrary, exhibit a pro. 
found knowledge, not only of the language, but of the 
history and genealogy of his countrymen; and hence I 
am induced to give a brief general view of his labours 
in connexion with the family nomenclature of these 
realms. 

The great majority of Irish surnames are derived 
from the proper names of distinguished ancestors. Local 
surnames rarely or never occur. Even the names of 
clans or septs formerly in use were taken from the 

* Irish Penny Journ8I, 1841, pp. 326, 330, 365, 38],396,405,413. 
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names of distinguished chieftains, and not from the 
districts they inhabited. In the early records of the 
country, certain terms expressive of DESCENT are con
stantly employed to distinguish the various tribes. The 
tribe-names were formed from those of the progenitors 
by prefixing the following words: 

1. Core, Corea, race, progeny, as Corc-Modhruadh, 
now Corcomroe in Clare j Corca-Duibhne, now Corea
guinny, in Kerry .• 

2. Cineal, race, descendants, genus. Cineal Eoghain, 
the race of Eoghan. 

3. Clann, children, descendants, as Clann Colmain. 
4. Dal, tribe, descendants, as Dal-Riada, Dal-g-cais. 

This word "properly signifies posterity, or descent by 
blood; but, in an enlarged and figurative sense, it 
signifies a district, that is, the division, or part allotted 
to such posterity."t 

5. Muintir, family, people, as Muintir Murchadha, 
the tribe-name of the O'Flahertys before the establish
ment of surnames. 

6. Siol, seed, progeny, as Siol Aodha, the seed of 
Hugh. 

7. Tealaek, family, as Tealach Eathach, the family of 
Eochy. 

8. Slioekt, posterity, as Sliocht Aodha Slaine, the 
progeny of King Hugh Slany, in Meath. 

9. Ua, grandson, descendant j nominative plural, ui; 
dative or ablative, uihh. This prefix, which is far more 

* In England and other European countries the general family nomen
clature is derived from places; in Ire1and, on the other hand, the names 
of persons and families were imposed on localities in the patriarchal or 
Asiatic mode. 

t So trilnu and PflfJUB apply hath to a particular subdivision of a nation 
or gena, and to the district they inhabit. 
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usual than the others, is the "0" so common in the 
existing surnames of the Irish. "Ui," or "I," the 
plural form of it, was formerly prevalent. 

It appears that, up to the period of King Brian Born, 
in the tenth century, the Irish people were distinguished 
by these tribe-names only. That monarch issued" an 
edict that the descendants of the heads of tribes and 
families then in power should take name from them, 
either from the fathers or grandfathers, and that these 
names should become hereditary and fixed for ever." 
In compliance with this mandate, the 0' Briens of 
Thomond took their name from the monarch Brian 
Born himself, who was slain at the battle of Clontarf, 
in the year 1014. Other" family names were formed 
either from the names of the chieftains who fought in 
that battle, or from those of their sons or fathers : 
thus the 0' Mahonys of Desmond are named from 
Mahon, the son of Kian, king of Desmond, who fought 
in this battle; the 0' Donohoes from Donogh, whose 
father, Donnell, was the second in command over the 
Eugenian forces in the same battle; the 0' Donovans 
from Donovan, whose son, Cathal, commanded the 
Hy-Cairhre in the same battle; the O'Dugans of 
Fermoy from Dugan, whose son, Gevenag~, commanded 
the race of the Druid Mogh Roth in the sime battle; 
the 0' Faelans, or Phelans, of the Desies, from Faolan, 
whose son, Mothla, commanded the Desii of Munster in 
the same memorable battle; as were the Mac Murroughs 
of Leinster from Murrogh, whose son, Maelmordha, 
king of Leinster, assisted the Danes against the Irish 
monarch. The Mac Carthys of Desmond are named 
from Carrlhach, who is mentioned in the Irish annals 
as having fought the battle of Maelkenny,. in 1043 j 
the O'C01UY1'S, of Connaught, from ConorJ or Concovar, 
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'Who died in 971; the O'MelaghUns of Meath, the 
chiefs of the southern Hy-Niall race, from Maelseach
lainn, or Malachy II, monarch of Ireland, who died in· 
the year 1022; the Magillapatricks, or Fitzpatricks, of 
Ossory, from Gillapatrick, chief of Ossory, who was 
killed in the year 995," &c. 

Hence it will be seen that the practice of taking up 
stationary surnames dates somewhat earlier in Ireland 
than in this country. But, as in all early family 
nomenclature, the Irish names fluctuated considerably 
for some ages subsequently to their first introduction, 
and names which had been borne for a generation or 
two were exchanged for others, thus the 0' Malroni, of 
Moyburg, became Mac Dermot, aud 0' Laughlin, head 
of the northern Hy-Niall, Mac Laughlin. In some 
instances the minor branches of families changed the 
original prefix "0" to Mac and Mac 0, or Mac I, on 
acquiring new territories. 

" 0," as we have already seen, literally means 
grandson; but, in a more enlarged sense, any male 
descendant, like the Latin nepos. ., MAC" signifies 
son, or male descendant. " The former word is trans
lated 'nepos' by all the writers of Irish history in the 
Latin language . . . • and the latter 'filius.'" The 
only difference, therefore, between the surnames with 
o and those with Mac is, that those who assumed the 
latter adopted the father's name or PATRONYMIC, while 
those who took the former, chose the designation of the 
grandfather, the PAPPONYMIC. The prefix Ni, meaning 
daughter, was formerly used with female names, as 
Ni Brien, Ni Connor. 

Mr. O'Donovan thinks it not unlikely that at the 
first assumption of surnames some families "went back 
several generations to select an illustrious ancestor on 
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whom to build themselves a' name." He mentions an 
instance of this retrospection in our own times when 
John Mageoghegan, Esq. of Galway, applied to king 
George IV for license to reject the surname which his 
family had borne for eight centuries, from an illustrious 
chief EOCHAGAN, in order that he might adopt a new 
name from a more antient and still more illustrious 
ancestor, "N IA.LL of the Nine Hostages," monarch of 
Ireland in the fourth century I If Mr. Mageoghegan 
could prove an authentic pedigree to that famous worthy, 
his family must have been more antient than that of 
any crowned head in Europe. But whether his gene. 
alogy was successfully made out or not, his claim was 
allowed, and his son and successor now rejoices in the 
name of John Augustus O'Neill. 

A false impression prevails in Ireland that the '0' 
is more respectable than the 'Mac,' whereas no such 
distinction really exists, inasmuch as every family of 
Firbolgic, Milesian, or Danish original is entitled to 
bear either prefix. Mr. O'Donovan proves this by the 
instance of a beggar having heen an '0,' while several 
, Macs' have been sovereign princes. In Connaught 
the gentry of Milesian descent are called O'Conor, 
O'Flaherty, O'Malley, &c., while the peasantry, their 
collateral relatives, have disused the '0' and style 
themselves simply Connor, Flaherty, and Malley. 
The 'O's' are far more numerous than the 'Macs'; 
for in a genealogical MS. referred to by Mr. O'Donovan, 
two thousand of the former are found, while the latter 
amount to no more than two hundred. 

The ground of the misapprehension appears to be this, 
that, with the exception of the solitary name O'Gowan, 
the '0' was never prefixed to any surname derived 
from art, science, or trade. The cause of this rule yet 
remains to be discovered. 

u. 4 
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Besides these hereditary surnames, most of the 
chieftains of old had certain personal cognomens, as 
Niall Roe, Niall the Red; Niall More, Niall the Great; 
Con Bachach, Con the Lame; Henry Avrey, Henry the 
Contentious; Shane au Dimais, John the Proud. 
Sometimes the sobriquet was taken from the families by 
whom the personages were fostered, as Shane Donnellach, 
so called from his having been reared by O'Donnelly; 
and Felim Devlinach, from his foster-father O'Devlin. 
All these were O'Neills by family and surname. Some
times the cognomen was applied posthumously, and 
referred to the place where the individual lost his life, 
as Brian Chatha au Duin, "Brian of the Battle of 
Down." 

The following observations on nicknames, written 
by Sir Henry Piers in 1682, in reference to Ireland, 
apply with equal propriety to England and several 
other countries, and contain an illustration of the 
manner in which great numbers of hereditary surnames 
have been acquired: 

"They take much liberty, and seem to do it with 
delight, in giving of nicknames; and if a man have 
any imperfection or evil habit, he shall be sure to 
hear of it in the nickname. Thus, if he be blind, 
lame, squint-eyed, grey-eyed, be a stammerer in speech, 
be left-handed, to be sure he shall have one of these 
added to his name; so also from the colour of his 
hair, as black, red, yellow, brown, &c.; and from his 
age, as young, old; or from what he addicts himself to, 
as in draining, building, fencing, or the like; so that 
no man whatever can escape a nickname who lives 
among them, or converseth with them; and sometimes 
so libidinous are they in this kind of raillery, that they 
will give nicknames per antipkrasin, or contrariety of 
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speech. Thus a man of excellent parts, and beloved 
of all men, shall be called Grana; that is, naughty or 
fit to be complained of j if a man have a beautiful 
countenance or lovely .eyes, they will call him Cueegh, 
that is, squint-eyed j if a great housekeeper, he shall 
be called Ackerisagh, that is, greedy."* 

In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, when the 
Irish families increased, and their territories under.:. 
went subdivision by the rival chieftains of the ~ame 
family, each chief assumed for distinction's sake 'lome 
addition to the family surname j thus there were 'the' 
Mac-Dermot, the head of his race, and his tributaries, 
Mac Dermot Roe or c the Red,' and Mac Dermot Gall 
or 'the Anglicised j' again Mac Carthy More or 'the 
Great,' Mac Carthy Reagh, or c the Swarthy,' and Mac 
Carthy Muscryagh, i. e. 'of Muskerry,' the place of 
his residence; and again, O'Connor Roe, 'the Red. 
haired,' and O'Connor Don, 'the Brown-haired! All 
these additional names were perpetuated by the repre· 
sentatives of each branch for a long period, and even 
now are not extinct. An 0' Connor Don not long 
since had a seat in the imperial parliament. It is a 
popular error in Ireland, that the 'Don' is a title of . 
honour borrowed from the Spanish, and signifying 
Lord, because the O'Connor Don happens to be the 
chieftain of his family; whereas, as we have just seen, 
it is merely an hereditary epithet borrowed from a 
physical peculiarity of the original bearer of it. 

The family nomenclature of Ireland, it will be ob. 
served, had assumed a definite shape previously to its 
conquest by the English. The natural result of so 
important an event would be some modification of it. 

* Vallancey" s CoUectanea, vol. i, p. 113. 
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But history shows us that it is not always the party 
which is politically the stronger that exercises a 
modifying power upon the weaker. The laws, the 
manners, and even the language of the conquered often 
become, in the lapse of ages, those of the conqueror: 
in general, however, there is a reciprocating and an 
amalgamating influence at work, and both nations lose 
something of their antient peculiarities; and this to a 
certain extent was the case in the instance before us. 
Would that the blending of the races had been as 
complete as that of the Normans and the Saxons be. 
came on our side the water, and that the distinction 
between Irish and English were for ever merged, so 
that in names only all traces of an original diversity 
were discoverable I But let us return to Mr. O'Donovan's 
useful and interesting researches. 

"After the murder, in 1333, of William de Burgo, 
third Earl of Ulster of that name, and the lessening 
of the English power which resulted from it, many if 
not all the Anglo-Norman families located in Connaught 
became hibernicized-Hihernia ipaia Hiherniores-spoke 
the Irish language, and assumed surnames in imitation 
of the Irish, by prefixing , Mac' to the Christian names 
of their ancestors. Thus the De Burgos took the 
name of Mac William from their ancestor William de 
Burgo," from whom "sprang many offshoots, who 
took other names from their respective ancestors." 
Hence the Mac Davids, Mac Shoneens (from John
and now changed to Jennings), Mac Gibbons, Mac 
Andrews, and among many others, "the very plebeian 
name of Mac Phaudeen, * from an ancestor called 
Paudeen, or Little Patrick I" "The De Exeters as· 
sumed the name of Mac Jordan from Jordan de Exeter, 

* Qu. if this be not the origin of Faden? 
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the founder of that family, and the N angles that of 
Mac Costello; ••• a branch of the Butlers took the 
name of Mac Pierce, and the Powers or Poers that 
of Mac Shere." The Stapletons and a branch of the 
Burkes assumed the strange name of Gaul, which 
then signified t Englishman,' though at an earlier date 
it had been a term applied by the Irish to foreigners 
of every country. 

"On the other hand, the Irish families who lived 
within the English pale and in its vicinity, gradually 
conformed to the English customs and assumed English 
surnames, and their doing so was deemed to be of 
such political importance that it was thought worthy of 
the consideration of parliament." In 1465 (5 Edw. IV) 
au act passed intituled, "an Act, that the Irish men 
dwelling in the counties of Dublin, Myeth, U riell and 
Kildare, shall goe apparelled like English men, and 
weare their beards after the English maner, sweare 
allegeance, and take English Surname." * This act 
directs every Irishman whom it concerns to "take to 
him an English Surname of one towne, as Sutton, 
Chester, 'I'rym, Skryne, Corke, Kinsale; or colour, as 
White, Blacke, Browne; or arte or science, as Smith or 
Carpenter; or office, as Cooke, Butler; and that he and 
his issue shall use this name under payne of forfeyting 
of his goods yearely till the premises be done." Thus 
compelled, the Mac and O'Gowans became Smiths; 
the Shanachs, Fo:ces; and the Geals, t Whites; the 
Mac Intires, Carpenters; the Mac Cogrys, L' Estrange8 ; 
and Mac Killy, Cock. Other families resisted this 
persecuting mandate and clung as resolutely to their 

* Rot. ParI., Co 16. 
t Mr. O'Donovan denies that Geal (white) was ever used as an Irish 

surname. It is, however, not unusual in England. 
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O's and Maca as they did to everything else that 
could express their feeling of nationality. 

The process of anglicising Irish surnames has gra
dually continued down to our own times. After the 
battles of Aughrim and the Boyne, when the pride of 
the Irish was more thoroughly humbled than it had 
ever been before, numbers of families of all ranks 
assimilated their names to the English by the rejection 
of their two old characteristic prefixes and by an 
accommodated orthography. One Felim O'Neill, a 
gentleman, changed his name to Felix Neele, which 
drew down upon him a caustic Latin epigram, written 
by a patriotic poet and scholar, named Mac Conwy. 
Mr. O'Donovan gives us the following translation 
of it:-

" All things hu Felix changed, hu changed his name; 
Yea, in himself he is no more the same. 
Scorning to spend his days where he wu reared, 
To drag out life among the vulgar herd, 
Or trudge his way through bogs in bracks and brogues, 
He changed his creed, and joined the Saxon rogues 
By whom his sires were robbed; he laid uide 
The arms they bore for centuries with pride, 
The Ship, the' Salmon, and the famed Red Hand, 
And blushed when called O'Neill in his own land! 
Poor paltry skulkcr from thy noble race, 
In/eiUt Felilt. weep for thy disgrace I" 

Among plebeian families, the old Irish names have 
been so far anglicised that Mr. O'Donovan thinks that 
in the course of half a century it will be difficult, if 
not impossible, to distinguish to which race many 
families belong, except indeed by the aid of history 
and physiognomical characteristics. The change is 
made either by 'paring down' a name, or by trans
lating it. The antient name of O'Mulmoghery is now 
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always rendered Early, because moch-eirghe signifies 
'early rising.' O'Marcachain is translated by some to 
Ryder-anglicised by others to Markham; O'Hiomair 
is anglicised Howard among the peasantry, and"Ivers 
among the gentry; O'Beirne has become, in some of its • 
branches, Byron, and in others, Bruin. Mr. O'Donovan 
instances many other families who have thus changed 
their names, but those above given are sufficient for 
our purpose here. 

Other families have gallicised their names, as 
O'Dorcy to D' Arcy; O'Malley to De Maillet; 
O'Mulaville to Lavelle; O'Dulaine to Delany, as if 
from De Lani; O'Dowlillg to Du Laing; there are 
even a few instances of hispanicism, as O'Malrony to 
O'Muruana I A desire to assimilate with their fellow
subjects, the English-call it cool prudence, imbecility, 
absence of patriotism, or what you will-offers some 
excuse for the adoption of our patronymics by the 
Irish; but this assumption of French and Spanish 
names looks like sheer vanity, and strongly reminds 
one of the story of Jack Anvil in the Spectator, who, 
to please an aspiring wife, styled himself Mr. John 
D'Enville I 

All these changes are of course very unpalatable to 
Mr. O'Donovan, and he is by no means sparing of his 
censure thereupon. He looks however with a more 
lenient eye upon some contractions, such as M'Keogh. 
and Keogh from Mac Eochy; Ennis and Guinness 
from Mac-Gennis; Conry from O'Mulconry; Kilkenny 
from Mac Gillakenny; "especially when the changes 
are made for the purpose of rendering such names 
easy of pronunciation in the mouths of magistrates 
and lawyers, who could not, in many cases, bring their 
organs of speech to pronounce them in their original 
Irish form!' 
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The practice of assimilation has likewise been ex
tended to Christian names. Thus Cathell (the same 
with the Welsh Cadell-now, by the way, become an 
EngliSh surname) signifying' warlike,' was changed to 

• Charles in compliment to king Charles I. So Conor 
has been supplanted by Cornelius, Dermod by Jeremiah, 
Donogh by Denis, Moriertagh by Mortimer, Finghin 
by Florence, Donnell by Daniel, Ardgal by Arnold, 
Ferdoragh by Ferdinand, and Mogue by Moses. I 
cannot follow Mr. O'Donovan through his etymological 
objections to these alterations j but it may be as well 
to remark that the similarity of sound-often slight 
enough it must be confessed-is the only ground upon 
which they can be based, since the adopted name is 
generally quite at variance, as to meaning, with the 
original appellative.* 

This cursory review of Mr. O'Donovan's essays, I 
venture to think, will prove very acceptable to English 
readers. For those who would desire to see the subject 
more fuIJy treated, I cannot do better than advise them 
to procure his lucubrations at length in the interesting 
periodical before referred to, which is altogether highly 
valuable for its illustrations of Irish life, manners, feel
ings, and antiquities. 

* In the Annals of the Four Masters, vol. i, pp. 41 and 42, is given a 
list of Irish personal names, with the English names which have usurped 
their places. Some of the former are highly expressive and poetical in 
their original signification; as--

MALB. 

Ardgal, exalted valour. 
Cormac, IOn of a chariot. 
Toirdhealbhach, a man of tower-like stature. 

FBMALE. 

Dervorgil, purely fair daughter. 
Fionnghuala, fair-shouldered woman. 
Feithfailge, honey-suckle of ringlets. 

Digitized by Google 



CHAPTER XXV. 

OF NORMAN SURNAMES. 

HOPE I shall not be charged with wan. 
dering from my subject by travelling 
out of England for the purpose of 
illustrating our Family Nomenclature. 
Havingdevoted two chapters to Scottish 
and Irish Surnames, it was my inten-

tion to have written a brief essay on those of France 
(and particularly of Normandy), when I met with the 
able and interesting Letters of Monsieur de Gerville, the 
veteran archreologist, on this topic, in the 'Memoirs 
of the Society of Antiquaries of Normandy,' On a 
careful perusal of these documents, I perceived that 
I had ready to my hand a far better view of the 
surnominal characteristics of that province than any 
original dissertation of my own could furnish. I have 
therefore undertaken a translation of M. de Gerville's 
third Letter, which relates wholly to Surnames' (as the 
first and second do to names of localities), in the hope 
that my readers may derive the same pleasure from 
the perusal of it as it. has afforded myself j and with 
a view to the fuller illustration of Our main topic-the 
history .and meaning of English Surnames. 

* 4§ 
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TRANSLATION of M. DE GERVILLE'S THIRD LETTER 

on the PROPER NAMES used in NORMANDY, printed 
in vol. xiii of' Mbnoirea de la Sociite rlea An
tiquairea rle Normandie' (1844), pp. 283-296. 

After having, in the two preceding letters, sketched 
the names of habitations, I will now fulfil my promise 
of doing as much for their inhahitants. Notwith
standing my desire for brevity, this subject demands so 
many details that I shall approach it without preface. 
I shall commence with the names which can be proved 
to have existed amongst us in the times of the 
Merovingians. In the number of these, some are of 
Latin original; but the majority will be found to be 
Teutonic. I might begin with the names of the 
bishops of our cities, and those of the superiors of our 
great monasteries, but they are to be found in the 
eleveuth volume of' Gallia Christiana,' which is now 
well known in Normandy; I pass, therefore, to the 
names of functionaries of another class--those who 
coined the royal money in Normandy under the Mero
vingians. IIi citing these I shall have the twofold 
advantage of exhibiting the names of those officers of 
whom few have heard, and those of many of the places 
of our province where money was coined at this epoch, 
with the proportion which the Latin bear to the 
German. This proportion is much less subject to dis
pute among the civil functionaries than among the 
higher ecclesiastics, many of whose Teutonic names are 
latinized in the acts of councils. I give the places in 
alphabetical order. In each place I shall mark the 
names of the mint-masters; those which appear to me 
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to be Teutonic I shall underline, while those which 
resemble Latin I shall pass by without observation. 

Ahrincae or Ahrinektae (Avranches), Berulf, Leudulf, 
Sepagiena. 

Alna, Laune (canton de Lessay), Arigi8. 
Baioeae, Bayeux, Anderanus, Antidiotus, Ckidolen. 
Bria:ia, Bri.7:is vieo, Brix, between Valognes and 

Cherbourg, Dlauno, Waldon. 
Costanea, Coutances, Leudomar, Rionicius. 
Doroeeae, Dreux, GoMofrid. 
Ehroieae, Evreux, Ansoald, Eridegisel, Eligius, 01' 

Elegi'li.s, or Elicius. (?) 
Gemeliaeo, Jumieges, St. Filbert (probably St. Filbert, 

abbot of Jumieges; the name of Gemedieo also occurs), 
Neetarius. 

LiaJiovius civitas, Lisieux • . . . . 
Loco saneto or santco (Lieuxaint, near Valognes), 

Aseariaeo, Daeoald. 
Rodomo, Rotomo, Rotomago (Rouen), Anoald, Audo

mUM, Baudaekarius, Bertckramnus, Cltagnoald, Gni/oae, 
Desiderio, Ernehert, Melgito. 

Saius, ii, (Seez), Murnus. 
Sanetae eeelesiae (Ste. Mere-Eglise), Austomerit.· 
After these names, which will appear very barbarous 

(and which are perhaps wholly Teutonic), I hasten to 
others which will be better understood; and first to 
those which indicate the countries from which the 
ancestors of those who bear them sprang. The name 
of Maneel, or de Mansel, designates a person originally 
from Maine. 

L' Angevin, Ie. Poitevin, Ie Normand, Ie Bret or 
Ie Breton, l' Anglais. In all these names, which are 

* The italic, are as I have here given them; the distinction promised 
by M. de Gerville having been overlooked by the printer.-TRANS. 
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very common in Normandy, you perceive the country 
of those who were at one and the same time under the 
government of the dukes of Normandy and the kings 
of England,-particularly of the Plantagenets. At 
this epoch the people of these countries were brethren. 

Another cla.~s of names of countries marks the 
soldiers, who, under the reigns of Henry II, Richard 
Creur de Liou, and John Sans-Terre, often supplied 
the places of those who were permitted to redeem them
selves from military service. These are the Picards, 
Flamands (Flemings), and Brahanfons (Brabantines). 
The last often took the name of Barhanchons, which is 
still very common in the Cotentin. * 

The Gallois and the Escots are subdivisions of the 
English (Welsh and Scots). In the word Escot you 
observe the initial 'E/ which always occurs when a 
name commences with an'S' followed by a consonant. 

After these names of provinces, we have those of 
their subdivisions, as the Haguais, inhabitants of the 
Hague, and the Briseis, the people of Brix. 

The provinces furnish the first great family names; 
then follow the arrondissements, the cantons, and the 
communes, during the whole period of ecclesiastical 
domination. 

Christianity has introduced one half of our family 
names; and baptismal names abound with the corrup
tions which time has produced. 

FromJJ!lAN (John), which is one of the most widely
spread, have been formed Jeanet, Jeanin, Jennet, Jeanot, 
Jehan, Johan, Jouhan, Jouan, and also Hannes, which is 
the termination of Johannes. This final is much more 
common in Germany than in France. I know many 
families of Hannes in Normandy. 

• COTBNTIN: the district around Coutances.-TBANB. 
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From JACQUES or JAME (James), which was Norman 
before it was English, are derived the surnames of 
Jacquot, Jacquin, Jacquet, Jacquart, Jacquemin, 
Jacqueminot, Jamin, Jamart, Jametel, Jamot. 

From PIERRE (Peter) we have insensibly formed 
those of Perrin, Pierret, Pierrot, Pierrolin or Perrolin, 
Pierrelin. 

MATTHEW has undergone great alterations, and has 
furnished a string of family names, as Mace, Mane, 
Mathey, Mahieu, Massieu:r:, Massy. 

From ST. BRICE we have formed the names of 
BrissOO8 or BrifJon, and its diminutive Brissonet, 
Bricard, Brizard, Brizon. 

Among our names of families derived from those of 
Saints, I would have you remark the termination in ire, 
to which I should have paid no attention if it were 
not common and like the consequence of a fixed prin
ciple: the names of Barire, Cecire, Sebire, and Mabire 
are sufficiently common in Normandy. They certainly 
come from Basile, Cecile, Sebille or Sybille, and Mabile. 
This substitution, which has acquired force by custom, 
is not according to the usual mode of our alterations 
of names. 

The Old Testament names, so common among the 
1 ews, are much less so with us. We have however 
many Adams, particularly in the great communes of 
Brix and Sottevast, near Valognes. This is accounted 
for by the fact that many of the lords of those places 
bore the name of Adam, which was also adopted by 
their vassals (a practice which still exists in Scotland), 
as the name of a tribe. The celebrated Walter Scott 
bore the name of the clan Scott. of which the Duke of 
Buccleugh is the chief, and what is curious, the duke 
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Beeks his surname in N onnandy, and pretends that it 
was originally I' Escot. (I) 

The name of Abraham is rare in Normandy, as is 
also that of Isaac. Jacob is confounded with Jacques 
(James). David, Davy, and Daviel are very common; 
so also is Salomon, and particularly Salmon. 

Elie (Elias), Eliot, Liot, and Liard furnish us with 
many names in Normandy. 

If we could ascend to the source of these names we 
should often find that many of them telong to families 
of the Jewish race who have become Christians, either 
through persuasion, or, more frequently, in consequence 
of the incessant persecutions to which the Jews were 
exposed during the middle ages, when they were some
times very numerous in all parts of our province. In 
the north of the Cotentin we have few large villages, 
however rural, which have not their 'Jews' Street' 
(rue des Jui/s). which proves at the same time the state 
of isolation to which they were subjected. • 

Among our more modern saints, many of our 
primitive missionaries have given their names to 
families. Among these names may be reckoned Aubin. 
Martin, Sanson, Brice, Malo, Ravend. 

It may be said, perhaps, that I have made the 
district of the Cotentin most conspicuous in this sub
division. This should not surprise any; for every one 
takes by preference the objects which are at hand. I 
throw down in haste my superficial observations; and 
every one is at liberty to make the application to the 
names which are most familiar to him. 

I have not as yet said anything of feminine sur
names, which have likewise borne a great part in the 
denomination of our families. Marie would of course 
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stand at the head of these. A great number of families 
bear this name. It has also many derivatives, such as 
Mariette, Mariotte, Mariolle, Marion. 

Anne and Jeanne are but little less common in our 
Norman families. 

Catherine, Marguerite, Marguerin, and Marguerie 
have given their names to many families. 

I could not finish, if I should undertake, an enume
ration of this kind; but I must not forget that I am 
merely making general observations. I will only notice, 
in passing, that the female names in our families often 
give rise to suspicions of illegitimacy. 

After these feminine names I would point out those 
which seem to belong to saints of a German origin. 
Among these are many which terminate in Mond, as 
Osmond, Vimond, Evremond, and Vermond. Instead 
of the 'D' final a 'T' is often used, because it is more 
readily understood; but this substitution gives a false 
meaning; for mond signifies the mouth or outlet of a 
river, whereas mont means a mountain or height. 
Osmond, Evremond, Vimond, and Vermond have all 
the same signification. 

Bernard, Barnard, Berners, Barnette, and Brenet 
are common throughout Normandy. Our name of 
Barneville, which belongs to three departments of the 
province, comes from this source. Bern in German 
means a bear; but by the substitution of 'V' for 'B/ 
which is exceedingly frequent, we get an etymology 
which is far more natural: that of a river, which re
quires no change. 

The names of Godefroy, Godefray, Jefrey, Geoffroy, 
again, is German, and signifies 'peace of God'
Godfrid. This is the name which was borne by the 
chief of the royal house of Plantagenet, and the founder 
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of the cathedral of Coutances, who was at once a great 
warrior tuld a great bishop. 

Before leaving baptismal names, I think I ought to 
give some examples of the kind of transformation which 
the termination 'E' undergoes in some of these names. 

In speaking of the name of Matthieu and its varia
tions, I have said that it sometimes changes itself into 
Mathe, Mace, and even Mahe. The names ending in 
e, such as Andre and Herve, often become Andrieu 
and Hervieu. From Andrieu we often make Drieu. 
Hervieu in Brittany retains its primitive termination 
Herve. Sometimes in Normandy we call it Hervot. In 
composition we often make Herw and Andru-l' An
drurie and la Hervurie signify the habitation of Andre 
and of Herve. 

One eastern saint, St. Nicholas, whose Greek name 
was perhaps unknown in Normandy prior to the Cru
sades, has given his designation to a great number of 
French and Italian families. But although it is of 
such recent introduction into France, it has neverthe
less taken very numerous developements in our family 
nomenclature. We have everywhere the names of 
Nicol, Nzeolet, ColaB, Colart, Colardin, Colardeau, Collet, 
and Collette. 

Of GUILLEAUME or VILLBAUME (William) we have 
formed the names of Guillot, Guillotte, Guillard, Vi/lot, 
Villard, GuUlemin, Villemain, Guillemette, Guilmard, 
Guilmot, Guilmoto, and Guillemino. 

I shall close my remarks upon this Teutonic nomen
clature with a doubtful name, whose origin vacillates 
between the Latin and the German: it is that of Giales 
(Giles), which in Latin has been made .LEgidius, but 
which is probably derived from the German word 
Gisel, or Gesel. This word signifies 'a companion.' 
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It has furnished us with the following modifications: 
GUlart, Girot, GUlain, Giret, Girard, Gillette, Gillart, 
and Gillon or Villon. . 

I cannot pass in silence the name of Charlemagne, 
some of whose contemporaries have made him a saint. 
What is more certain is, that from his time to that of 
St. Charles Borromee, seven or eight kings of France 
have borne his name, to say nothing of other princes 
and of thousands of nobles and private persons. In 
the great chronicles of St. Denis, the original name of 
Karl is translated Charles. Charles the Bald there 
styles himself Charles Ie Cauf. From Cauf we have 
formed the names of Cauvin, Ohauvin, Cauve, and 
Chauve, which have introduced themselves into families 
in plenty. 

We pass now to the names of functionaries civil, 
military, and ecclesiastical .. The kings, the princes, 
the dukes, the marquises, the counts, the viscounts, 
the barons, the lords, the bailiffs, and the provosts, are 
well represented in all the families of the province. 
Everybody understands these names. * 

The bishops, the canons, the abbots, the priors, and 
the clerkst are not more rare and they present no dif
iiculty j but we had formerly, in our forests, officers 
whose titles show a Germanic origin. The names of 
Walter,. Vaultier, Gualtier, and Vatier are derived from 
the German word Wald, which signifies' forest,' so that 
Vaultier and Forestier are synonymes. The names of 

* Viz.: Le Roi, Le Prince, Le Due, Le MfIf'gvu, Le Coml, (whence 
our own Ltcount), Le Vicoml" Le Baron, Le Seignftlf', Le BaiUi, and Le 
Prof1ot, or Prlflol. These, it is almost unnecessary to add, are frequently 
used without the prefixed article as Roi; sometimes combined with it, as 
Lwoi, or Leroy.-TBANS. 

t L'Brligve, Le Clianoine, L'.dlJlJi, Le Prieur, Le Clerc. 
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Verdier, Verderie, Boscker and Buscher designate the 
same functionaries, but perhaps in an inferior rank.. 
The names of Lavarde and La Verderie mark the 
space assigned to each guard. Sometimes, however, 
Verderie is employed in the sense of jurisdiction. The 
Verdier was a judge of petty offences against the forest 
laws. 

We find also many surnames given on account of 
the stature, the tournure, the complexion, or the hair, 
and often on account of the bodily infirmities and 
deformities of the ancestor of each family. 

How many persons have we known by the names of 
Le Grand, Ie Petit, le Gros, le Gras, le Grele, le Blanc, 
Ie Brun, Ie Blond, Ie Rous, Ie Rouge, Ie Noir, Blondin, 
Blontleau, Blondel, Travers, Caignon (mean, pitiful), 
Gars or Galus (squinting). Others are known by bad 
qualities, as Mauduit, Mauvoisin, Mauclerc. 

Others bear the names of animals, domestic or wild, 
as Le Cat, Ie Kien (it must be observed that ch before 
a vowel is sometimes pronounced as k), Poulet, Pou
chain, Cog, Capon, Ie Bam/, Ie Renard, le Loup, le Tais
son (badger), l'Oison, Ie Goupil (fox), l'Oisel or l'Oiseau, 
Ie Daim, le Lion, Louvel, Loveau or Loup. 

The love of property is very apparent in the history 
of our denominations. This chapter is immense; I 
can only point it out to those who may desire to exa
mine the subject more thoroughly. 

The Chdteaux, the Manoirs, the Mesnils (a diminu
tive of manor), the Mazures* and the Maizieres:* these 
last names are of a subordinate rank. I will add the 
Borderies, the Londes, the Essarts, the Esserts, and 
even Desert, the Coutures, the Croutes, the Berqueries 

* In his s8IOnd letter M. de Gerville derives these words from the 
Latin mtmrio, which is also the origin of" mesnil."-TBANB. 
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(bergeries), the Bergers, the Bouveries, the Vacqueries, 
the Etahleries; I do not find the ecuries, which proves 
the'novelty of the word. 

In former times horses were lodged in sheds (eta
hIes) j*' the English have retained this name, even for 
the places where the royal horses are kept (stahles). 

The Longchamps, the Courtchamps, the Champs, the 
Haies, the Fosses, the Banques (a word peculiar to 
some districts of Normandy, and signifying the same 
as the Latin agger), the Marais or Maresq, the Pres, 
the Prairies, the Vergers, the Monts, the YaW', and 
the Costils, furnish names common throughout Nor
mandy.t 

The name of Grange is not very common; that of 
Moutier, or Moustier, or Monstier, or Moitier, to signify 
a place antiently occupied by monks [Anglice, 'min
ster/ from' monasterium'], is more frequent. Bouvier, 
Vacher, Bouverie and Vacquerie, Pasquier and Pasquet, 
(pasturage) are not rare. 

The Rochers, Roques, Roches, and Roquiers afford 
us many surnames. Frequently Ie Roque indicates an 
antient fortified manor-house, whence Roquefort and 
Rochifort. When these' roches' bear the name of a 
proprietor, as Roche-Bernard, Roche-Mont, they are 
often fortresses. 

Woods and groves [Bois and Boscq] are inexbaust
ible sources of names. To this origin belong Boissiere, 
Bocage, Bosquet or Bauquet, Buquet, and Bucaille-all 
common names. 

* The O. F. ' estable' meant a .lIed; not a comCortable building with 
windows and doors like a modern stable or tcurie.-TRANS. 

t Every one oC these names has its counterpart in English 8IIr.nomen. 
clature: Langfield, Shortfield, Field, Hedge, Ditch, Banks, Marsh, Green. 
field. Meadow, Orchard, Mountain, Vale, and Shore.-TRANs. 
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The Rivieres, Ruisseau:c, Etangs, and Mares. like
wise enter into our proper names. We find the TaiUis 
and the Fordts [U nderwoods and Forests] represented, 
but never the jutaies [woods of lofty trees]. The 
BuissonB [Bushes] have also their share, and 80 have 
the Bissons and the Byssoneries. 

The Landes and the Landais [H eaths] naturally 
find themselves side-by-side with the Buissons. A very 
antient name for a coppice, Ie Breuil, is very common, 
as is also that of Breuilly. The name of Broglie, which 
has been naturalized in Normandy, has come to us 
from Italy, and it has the same meaning as Breuil. 
That of Champagne is not unusual, although the greater 
part of the champaign country has been divided and 
enclosed for centuries. It is not necessary to conclude 
that those who bear this name have come from the 
province of Champagne, since all our cultivated plains 
in old times bore this designation. In this sense it is 
still retained in England, where many Norman names 
which we have lost might be found, if wanted. 

The stones themselves have not bcen overlooked in 
our nomenclature. The name of La Pitrrre, among us, 
goes back perhaps to Druidical stones j but these ordi
narily have an epithet, asPitrrrejitte,Pitrrre-Ue, or Pierre
levee. The name of Ptrrrelle indicates the possession 
of a stony ground j that of Perruque, in the same 
sense, is not very unusual in the Cotentin. 

Although our ways and our roads usually escape 
our family nomenclature, we cannot say the same of 
our Rues and our Chemins. The names of Perriere, 
Ferriere, and Quenere, which signify antient roads, 
are not uncommon. The name of Queriere, which is 

... English equivalents: Rifler, Brook (or Beck), Pond, and Poole.-TILANB. 
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not French, has nevertheless come into use: it signifies 
a course or way; but a distinction must be made be. 
tween carriere, a way, and carriere, a stone-quarry. 

The business of the gardener is very antient; this 
may be the reason why 80 many families bear the name 
Jardinier. Formerly we had our' Gardin' and I Gar
dinier'; now we have our Jardins and Jardiniers, but 
the change took place long ago, since the latter names 
nearly equal the former. 

In our country-places we have a name still more 
antient--that of Courtil or Courtel; the latter is gene
rally used in the singular, the former in the plural. 
These names, which belong to the middle ages, have 
not been overlooked in the Glossary of Ducange. 

Many of our family names refer to the antient land 
measures of Normandy, the Acres, the Arpents,* and 
the Vergee8, which must not be confounded with tbe 
Vergers, the synonyme of 'plants.' This last name is 
probably not very antient, for I am not acquainted with 
a single family bearing it. 

I have no need to speak of the Monts, the Vau.r, 
the Vallons, and the Vaucelles.t 

Among the trees which have furnished us with sur
names, fruit trees form but a small number. We 
have some Pommiers, a few more Poiriers (or Pmers), 
and very few Pruniers; no 'pechers' or 'abricotiers' 
which are of modern introduction j plenty of Epines. 

The name of neflier [medlar J is not antient; it has 
replaced that of ' meslier.' 

The names of forest trees are oftener used as 
family names. The Quesnes (cMnes) are found every-

• Hence our Larpent.-TPoANS. 
t Eng. equivalents: HiU, Vale, Dale, and Littledale.-TBANS. 
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where, also the Chesnees, the Quesnayes, the Quesnois.* 
Rouvre, the more antient name of the oak, is not com
mon among the family names of Normandy. Rouvraie 
is more frequent. Frene and Booleau have .been adopted 
generally enough, as well as their modifications, 
Fresnaie, Fresnay, Boolaye, and Boulay. The elm 
[Orme J was probably little known to our ancestors, 
as it scarcely finds a place among our surnames. It 
is still sufficiently rare in the vicinity of Brittany, 
where the chesnut is substituted for it, as among us, 
on the contrary, in times more remote, it assumed 
the place of the chesnut, which is often seen in the 
timber-work of our old houses. 

The beech [hetre] is not comprised in this exclu
sion j its use in Normandy is of long standing, though 
its present name is modern. It formerly bore one 
derived from the Latin 'fagus,' and was called Fau, 
Fay, Fayel, Fou. The' hanging-beech' on the banks 
of the Orne is well known in the antient histories of 
William the Conqueror. Plantations of beech were 
called Faye, Fayel, Fautlaie. 

In our country places the' noyer' [ walnut-tree] is often 
called ' gauguier j' but as a family name, Noger only is 
employed. The name of the 'noisetier' does not occur 
in this way, and those of Noisette, Coodre, Coudraie, 
or Coodray but rarely.t 

The name of the ' aulne' [Alder] does not figure 
much among family names, but that of Aunagt is 
common enough . 

• Que.nel is also frequent in Normandy.-TRANs. 
t They correspond exactly with our Nut, Htueltree, and Hazelu:ood 

or Htu/ewood: we have also adopted Cowdray. from the French' coudraie,' 
which is likewise precisely our HazelgrofJe.-TRANS. 

l D'auMY among old English surnames is well known. We have 
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The names of HoUt/:* and Houssaie, with those of 
Houssin, Housset, and Houssart, are not very uncommon. 

If we may judge by the names of Bussiere, Bouisset, 
(and perhaps Boisset and Boissaye), the box tree was 
formerly more cultivated than at present. I am not 
sure that Boissiere comes from 'bouis' rather than 
from 'bois.' 

Were I to enter more thoroughly into this subject, 
I should not be able to exhaust it, but I ought to repeat 
that I merely point out the subject in a superficial 
manner. My object is simply to call attention to a 
topic which has scarcely been noticed .. 

The chapter of names borrowed by families from 
agriculture, from the arts, from handicrafts, and from 
industry and commerce, ought not to be passed over 
in silence. This very extensive subject demands some 
elucidations. 

The Cha1·tiers, Cartiers, and the Quertiers, names of 
the conductors of carts and carriages, must not be 
overlooked. The Bergers, the Pdtours or Pl1tourels, 
the Pastoureau:c, the Pasquiers, and the Porchers or 
Porquers, have no need of explanation. 

The name of Harivel is very common. It is syno. 
nymous with that of Handelle, which is still found in 
the modern dictionaries. 'Harivels' or' harivelliers' 
are very common at our fairs: they are persons who 
trade only in 'harins' or 'haridelles,' small and inferior 
horses, leaving the traffic in coursers and animals of a 
superior quality to the jockeys. 

also translated it to dlder.Aaw. From' aulnette,' an old diminutive of 
, aulne,' or alder, probably comes our dUnutt; but whence do we get 
NuttaU 1-TRANS. 

'" I never kuew an Englishman with this prickly name (holly); we 
horrow, however, Hussey from the Normans, and have, besides, our indi
genous HoUygrot1es.-TRANS. 
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If we pass from the trade in horses to that in bul
locks, we perceive from our family names that it is no 
less antient. The name of Le Bam! is very frequent 
in Normandy, those of Bouvier and Bouverie are lesa 
so, because they belong more particularly to the pas
toral districts. The names which designate the bull 
[taureau] have scarcely a place among our surnames; 
when they occur, they are written Thoreau and Thorel. 
The trade in cows, bulls, and sheep formerly belonged 
to the t Bouvier.' 

In speaking of IIheep, I have forgotten to mention 
that the names of Belier and Berrier, which are syno
nymous, are often found as family names. 

The arts make no great show in our family nomen
clature. This may arise from the fact, that in former 
times artists contented themselves with names more 
modest than those which they now assume. The ar
chitects who built our splendid churches were satisfied 
with the title of t machons' or t ma~ons.' The name 
of Machon, which is often found in medieval docu
ments, has taken the more polished form, as a family 
name, of Mar;on or Masson. 

The painters have, in part, retained the name of 
Painteur; the alteration of this word commenced how
ever at an early date, when some families of the name 
of Lepeintre, with the modern orthography, occur. 

I have not found any families of the name of 
I tailleur j' this business formerly bore that of Couturier. 
This alone is preserved in our family nomenclature j 
while our neighbours over the water have often intro
duced that of ' Taylor.' 

No family has, as far as I am aware, adopted the 
name of t cordonnier,' t bottier,' or 'savetier,' which 
last is common in the south of France under the ortho-
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graphy of Sabatier. All my researches to find the 
antient name in Normandy have been fmitless, unless 
it be that of Sueur, which is common enougb, and 
which may be derived from t sutor.' 

We have in our country-places a surname which is 
sufficiently common, and which may bear this signifi
cation-that of Cauchard. These two conjectures I 
hazard, but I am far from presenting them as esta
blished. However that may be, the name of Cauchon, 
so well known in the history of Joan of Are, is most 
certainly identical with our modern 'chausson:' now 
the t chausson' serves as a covering for the foot, and it 
is not far from that to Cauchard. 

The Carpentiera, Querpentiera, or Charpentierabelong 
to all ages j they evidently go back to the t carpentarii' 
and to the 'carpentum' of the Romans. This name 
is very common. The English, who borrowed it from 
our ancestors, retain it as well as ourselves. The name 
of Charron or Carron [Anglice, Cartwright], which 
belongs to a particular sort of carpenters, is not nearly 
80 common as the preceding, and what appears to me 
singular, is the fact, that the name of Houelleur, which 
means' charron' in English, is as common, at least in 
the Cotentin, as that of Carron or Charron. I imagine 
that it was introduced into Normandy during the thirty
two years' occupation of this country by the English 
in the fifteenth century. The English orthography is 
very different from ours, namely, Wheeler: it literally 
signifies a maker of wheels. 

The joiners and cabinet-makers are not included in 
this nomenclature: this is probably to be accounted 
for by the comparative recency of these trades. It is 
not impossible, however, that our name of Menicier 

n. 5 
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may have some analogy with the calling of the joiner 
(menuisier). 

The Drapiera have but a small share in our family 
names j it is probable that the name is more common 
in Flanders, where this branch of industry is very 
antient. 

We have, however, a sufficient number of Foulona, 
but very few Filaaaiera, * although flax is common in 
many parts of Normandy. 

The Pelletiera (skinners) are common everywhere. 
This trade is as well represented in the families of Eng
land and Germany as in our own. 

But the trade which is most widely extended through
out all parts of the province is that of the weaver 
[Tiaaerand] , of which the clothiers [Toiliera] are a 
branch. The names of Tellier, Teasier, Temer, and Tixier 
are as common as possible. I have met with them 
everywhere, which is not surprising; since without such 
workmen we should be obliged, like the savages, to 
clothe ourselves in the skins of animals. 

Agriculture has supplied us with two names, whose 
use is very circumscribed-the Battewe or Batteura 
[thrashers] of com, and the Fauckewe, 'Fauquewe, or 
Fauckeura [mowers]. The Batteux are more common 
than the Batteurs. 

But the artizans in metals are those who have fur. 
nished us with the most surnames. These are not 
restricted to any place-the manufacture of metals 
belongs to every country. This branch of industry 
originally bore a generic name among all the nations of 
Europe. Among us, and in the· south of France, this 
name is derived from the Latin faber. Hence have 

* Puller, and Fiu:mfl'flll. 
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the Italians their word' fabbro/ the Proven'1als 'fabre' 
and 'faure/ and ourselves Lefevre. The Saxons and 
their descendants, as the Dutch and the English, 
derive it from 'schmiden,' which signifies to forge or 
smite. This has become Schmidt, which the English 
have refined to Smith, from which they have taken the 
names of Gold- and Silver-smith: with us there are 
only , Or-mvres.' In short, the name of Fevre among 
us, that of Fabre in the South, and that of Schmidt in 
Germany, are most common. In its primitive state, 
the name of Fevre, with us, still took the h of Faber, 
and was written Febure, or Faibure. 

Among those who forge iron we have had, from 
time immemorial, two widely-spread divisions-the 
Serruriers and the MareckaU3J-Ferriers [locksmiths and 
farriers] . The former are not, by a great deal, so 
numerous as the latter. This arises from their trade 
being more refined, and from their being subdivided 
into Arhaldtriers, whom we call 'arquebusiers' [gun
smiths], and Lorimiers, who were engaged in the manu
facture of defensive arms.* All these subdivisions have 
left us some names, though in no great number. 

It is not so with the 'marechaux j' they are to be 
found allover the country. From the higher func
tionaries of the military order to the humblest smiths, 
we meet with their names everywhere. The names of 
Ferrier, Ferey, Feron, Ferrant, and La Forge belong to 
this pursuit. t 

* I am not acquainted with the history of this word; it may originally 
have meant one who made mail and tbe whole of tbe defensive accoutre
ments of a warrior, and have bad some relation to the Latin loriCfl. At 
present it means one who makes spurs and bits, and in this sense, even, 
it is obsolescent, if not obsolete.-TBANs. [Vide infra.] 

t To tbese we should probably add Ferrar., Ferrer., FerriB, Fear., 
FerrI!!!, Fea,.on, and Farrant, all now naturalized in England.-TBANs. 
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Another class of workers in iron, the Cloutiera, 
[nailers,] has also furnished some names; but this 
occupation and the name of Cloutier is most frequent 
in the forest districts. 

The manufacture of instruments in copper, or rather 
in brass, is less antient among us. It is said that the 
first braziers came to us from Auvergne, under the 
later Dukes of Normandy, through the marriage of 
Henry II with Eleanor, daughter of one of the Counts 
of Aquitaine. The first braziers established themselves 
at the extremity of the arrondissements of Avranches 
and St. Lo. It is still at Villedieu that they carry 
on their principal trade. Under the reign of Richard 
Creur-de-Lion and his successor there was a military 
commandery which had constant communications with 
Auvergne. Their hawkers have always gone about 
uuder the name of Magnanta, Magnens or Magnans
which is widely spread in Normandy. 

The designations of the 'arquebusier' and the 
, armurier' have not become surnames. This will 
cause no surprise, for the use of fire-arms is not of 
sufficiently early date. The ArbaUtriera themselves 
are rare, because the use of the crossbow is far less 
antient than that of the simple [long] bow. This 
latter has furnished us with many surnames. Bows, as 
offensive weapons, ascend among all nations to the pri
mitive period of their history. 

The name of Digard, so common here, refers to the 
trade of the spur-maker, and to the period when the 
verb'diguer' was in use instead of' piquer.' I think 
the name of Diguet has the same origin. The antient 
spurs, instead of rowels, had simply 'diguets' or 
'digarts' [Anglice 'pryckespurs']. 

I have mentioned the old word Lorimier, which has 
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left us some surnames. It reaches back to the times 
when war-horses were barbed with iron. The saddlers 
[Selliera] have displaced the Lorimiers: their occu
pation is less military as it is less metallic. 

While speaking of the masons who constructed our 
houses of stone, I ought not to have forgotten those 
who covered their roofs. They are of three kinds-
the thatchers, the tilers, and the slaters. The second 
have left us more names than both the others together. 
We have plenty of Thuiliera and Thuileriea. It is 
probable that the thatchers had a widely-spread name, 
but it has escaped me. The names of Couvrer and 
Choiamier will hardly do.· As to the trade of those 
who cover buildings with slate, I have not found it 
represented in our family nomenclature, although the 
English have long since introduced the name of Slater. 
This, no doubt, arises from the fact of their great 
quarries of slate being near the sea, or adjacent to 
navigable rivers, and that of England being an island, 
and hence from an early period they have been able to 
bring in the slate by water conveyance, as we now do 
into some of the ports of Normandy. 

I shall here close my slight view of the proper 
names of Normandy. I make no pretensions to having 
gone thoroughly into this important subject; but I 
believe I have succeeded in pointing out the means by 
which an inquirer may employ himself in a manner at 
once rational, simple, and easy. 

I might well be reproached with omissions; but I 
repeat that I have not undertaken to treat profoundly 
the subject of proper names. I present only the canvas 
upon which I have sketched the fint outline; and I 

• Qu.: will not the somewhat common name CIIII"mier '-TB.urs. 
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beg that those who may desire to embroider the de
sign, will not act like those of whom the great reformer 
of natural history makes complaint: "They have perched 
themselves upon my shoulders," said he, "and have 
treated me in a manner rather disdainful; insidentea 
humeria non aine supercilio." 
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A CHAPTER OF REBUSES. 

" This Cor Rebus may suffice, and yet if there were more I think Bome 
lippes would like such kind of Lettuce.'·-CAMDBN. 

[lHE word REBUS (from the ablative I plural of the Latin RES) is accurately 
defined by Dr. Johnson as "a word 
represented by a picture." Camden 
says that this whimsical mode of 
representing proper names by objects 

whose designations separately or conjointly bear the 
required sound (and which he calls" painted poesies"), 
was introduced into England from Picardy, after the 
wars between Edward the Third and the French. 

Whatever may be thought of the puerility of 
hunting out a fanciful picture or device to answer a 
purpose which the letters of one's name would answer 
much better, the practice has the sanction of some 
eminent names in antient as well as in modern days. 
Even the great-minded Cicero was not too proud to 
represent his name by the paltry species of pulse 
called by us vetches or chick-pease, and by the Romans 
CICER ; and that, too, in a dedication to the gods. 
Many of the coins of Julius Cresar bear the impress of 
an ELEPHANT, as the word cesar signifies that animal 
in the antient language of Mauritania.* In like 

* Camden. 
5§ 
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manner the sculptors Saurus and Batrachus carved 
upon their works, the one the figure of a LIZARD, and 
the other a FROG, as their names implied j* and two 
Roman mint-masters distinguished themselves upon 
the coins struck by them-Florus by a FLOWER, and 
Vitulus by a CALF. 

In that remarkable depository of the remains of the 
early Christians, the Catacombs at Rome, rebuses were 
very frequently carved upon the sepulchres. Thus the 
tomb of Dracontius exhibits a dragon, that of Onager, 
a wild ass, that of Leo, a liou j that of Doliens, a cask 
(dolium), and that of Porcella, a little pig. On that 
of a lady named N avira, is insculped the rude figure of 
a ship (navis), with an epitaph to the following purport 
-"NA..VIRA.. IN PEACE-a sweet soul, who lived 
sixteen years and five months-a soul sweet as honey: 
this epitaph was made by her parents - the sign, 
a ship."t 

Having thus seen that there exists antient and 
classical authority for the use of rebuses, I shall proceed 
to set before my reader a dish of "lettuce" culled 
from the fruitful garden of Master Camden and else
where, and which I hope he will find salted and sugared 
to his palate. 

"SIR THOMAS CAVALL, whereas caval signifieth a 
horse, engraved a galloping horse in his seale, with 
this limping verse: 

u ~omcu mlliu cum cemiti~ tju~ Equum." 
Trtut Thoma when you Bee hia Borae. 

* Vide Donaldson's Connmon between Heraldry and Gothic Architec· 
ture, a work to which I am indebted for some other hints concerning 
rebuses. 

t Dr. Maitland's Church in the Catacombs, pp. 225-6. 

Digitized by Google 



REBUSES. 

GILBERT DE AQUILA, alias 
Gislebertus Magnus, alias Gilbert 
Michel, founder of the priory of 
Michelham, temp. Henry III, 
was sometimes styled Dominus 
Aquilre, Lord of the Eagle, and 
his rebus occurs in the shape of 
an eagle on the corporate seal of 
the town of Seaford, where he 
had possessions and influence. 

103 

JOHN EAGLESHEAD used as his rebus an eagle's head, 
surrounded with 

" JlO( aquaae caput e~t, ~iunumqtte fiuura io~anni~." 
Til;' ;. the head of an eagle, the 8eal and badge of Jolin. 

The ABBOT OF RAMSAY bore on his seal a ram in 
the sea, with this verse: 

II €uj u~ ~iuna uno lJUlt UrtS(i~ ut euo !" 
He wll08e ftgm I bear;' LEADER OP THB PLOCK, (18 I am. 

Abbots, priors, and churchmen generally, were 
famous fellows for these name-devices, which, like oral 
puus, may be either apt and good, like those already 
mentioned, or forced and bad, like the following: 

"William CHAUNDLER, warden of New College, 
Oxford, playing with his owne name, so filled the hall
windowes with candles and these words, jftat ~.ll1:, 
[Let there be light,] that he darkened the hall; where
upon Vidam of Chartres, when he was there, said it 
should have been FUNT TENEBRM, [Let there be dark
ness I"] Here the rebus, to be correct, should have 
been a candle-maker "drawing his dips," like that of 
old BARKER, a printer of the sixteenth century, which 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



104 REBUSES. 

represents a man with an axe stripping bark from the 
trunk of a tree. 

Some rebuses 
were defective, 
representing 

only part of the name j as 
that of Abbot RUIRIDGE 

on his tomb in St. Alban's 
Abbey Church, which gives only a ram, 
as in the annexed engraving. Still 
more defective is that of Abbot WHEAT-

HAMPSTED, who presided over 
the same monastery, and spent 
six thousand pounds (an im
mense sum in those days) in 
adorning the church, in which 

his device many times occurs: it is 
three wheat-ears fastened together 

with a wreath. The rebus of 
PETER RAMSAM, abbot of 
Sherborne, was a text or old 
English , inclosing a ram 
and an abbot's crosier. This 
still remains in Sherborne 
Church, as also another, 
viz., a ram holding a scroll 
inscribed ,tter ~am9am. 

I have given Abbot RAM

RIDGE'S imperfect rebus, on 
the authority of Mr. Donald. 
son, but an esteemed corre
spondent, Mr. F. W. Fair
holt, F.S.A., has sent me 
another device of that dig-
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nitary nom the same church of St. Alban's, in which 
the Ram stands upon a rocky ridge, and holds in his 
fore feet an abbatial crosier, to shadow forth the official 
dignity of that church-decorating worthy, thus making 
the very best rebus I have yet met with. 

The device of John Alcock, founder of Jesus College, 
Cambridge (and bishop of Ely), is conspicuous in every 
part of that college, and is a pun upon his name. It 
is a cock perched upon a globe, by which latter symbol it 
is to be presumed the all is adumbrated. On one window 
was a cock with a label from his mouth, with the in
scription, "E-yw ~'fU &~EIC'I"WP; to which another, on the 
opposite side, bravely crows in reply, "OV'l"W~ lCa2 ~-yw • 

.. I am a cock I" the one doth err, 
And t'other answers, .. So am I." 

TON being a common termination for names of places, 
and consequently for those of persons, has rendered a 
tun a favourite ingredient in rebuses, as the following 
list will show: 

ARCHBISHOP THURSTON. A thru8h upon a tun. This 
device still remains upon the ruins of Fountains Abbey, 
which that prelate founded. 

ARCHBISHOP MORTON. The letters M.OR upon a 
tun, and sometimes a mulberry tree (in Latin morua) 
issuing out of a tun. 

LUTON. A lute upon a tun. 
THORNTON. A thorn upon a tun. 
ASHTON. An a8h-tree issuing out of a tun. 
BOLTON, prior of St. Bartholomew's, in Smithfield. 

A bird-bolt through a tun. 
HUNTINGTON (John), rector of Assheton-under

Lyme. "An huntsman with dogges whereby hee 
thought to expresse the two former syllables of his 
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name, Hunting; on the other eyde a vessell called a 
Tonne, which being ioined together makes Hunting
ton." * 

Rebuses are occasionally of great use in determining 
the dates and founders of 
buildings. Thus the par
sonage-house at Great Snor
ing, in Norfolk, is only 
known to have been built 
by one of the family of 
SHELTON by the device upon 
it representing a shell upon 
a tun. 

The REBUS is generally found upon churches and 
other ecclesiastical buildings. I am inclined to believe 
that the ecclesiastics had a motive in employing these 
devices, which lay deeper than a mere playing upon 
words. It must be recollected that the majority of 
the persons who frequented the splendid edifices their 
piety or their vanity had adorned, were unable to read 
any inscription that might have recorded the benefac
tion; but these pictorial representations were intelligible 
to the most illiterate, and served to commemorate to the 
populace the names of the reverend fathers to whom they 
stood indebted for the sculptured glories of their houses 
of worship. Perhaps the general ignorance of the com
mon people accounts for the absence of inscriptions on 
the sepulchral monuments of early date. Whatever 
may have been the motive, this omission is very much 
to be regretted, as all the acumen of learned antiquaries 
very often fails to assign them to their proper tenants. 
Very probable conclusions are sometimes arrived at 

* Hollingworth, his Chronicle of Manchester. 
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from the heraldric achievements, the costume of the 
statues with which tombs are adorned, and the posture 
of those figures; but the persons commemorated are 
seldom satisfactorily ascertained. 

Sometimes the whole range of visible objects could 
not furnish a full rebus. In such cases 
single letters, or even whole words, 
were adjoined to complete the device. 
Thus a capital A in a roundlet or 
rundle was made to do duty for the 
name of Thomas, Earl of ARUNDEL. 

Sir Anthony WINGFELD devised a wing with the 
letters P. E. L. D. quarterly about it, "and over the 
wing a crosse to shew he was a Christian, and on the 
crosse a red rose to shew that he followed the house of 
Lancaster." 

In like manner the old Surrey family 
of NEWDIGATE used for their seal an 
antient portcullised gate with nu at the 
top, and a capital D in the centre, thus: 
Nu-D-gate. 

Camden tells us of an amorous youth who, in order 
to express his love for . a certain fair damsel named 
ROSE HILL, painted on the border of his garment lively 
representations of a rose, a hill, an eye, a loaf, and a 
well, "that is, if you will spell it, 

ROSE HILL I LOVE WELL !" 

Many of the seals of antient corporations exhibit 
rebuses on the names of the towns, as 

Camelford, a camel passing through a ford. 
Kingston-upon-Hull, a king between three lions. 
Hertford, a hart statant in a ford. 
Maidenhead, a maiden's head. 
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Lancaster (antiently Lun-ceastre), a lion couchant 
before a castle. 

Arundel, a wallow volant (Fr. hirondelle). 
Beverley, a beaver, &c. 
Lichfield (i. e. the field of corses), the bodies and 

, disjecta membra' of dead men, &c. 
Oxford, an orc in a ford. 
But the oddest local rebus with which I am ac

quainted is that of Saffron-Walden j three saffron sprigs 
surronnded by a fortified wall-Saffron walled-in I 

Rebuses sometimes occur as signs of inns, as at the 
antique little village of Warbleton, co. Sussex, where 
the device is a battle-axe or war-bill thrust into the 
bunghole of a tun of foaming ale. In the neighbouring 
hamlet of Runtington, there was a similar rebus, namely, 
a runt, or young cow, and a tun. At Crowborough 
Gate, in. the same county, a crow upon a gate does duty 
for a sign. 

Quaint was the conceit of Robert LANGTON, who 
gave new windows to Queen's College, Oxford (where 
he received his education), and placed in each of them 
the letters TON drawn out to a most extraordinary length, 
or rather breadth, for Lang- (that is Long-) tun; thus: 

"You may imagine," says Master Camden, "that 
Francis Cornfield did scratch his elbow when he had 
sweetly inuented to signifie his name, Saint Francia, 
with his Frierly kowle in a corne-field /"* 

* Remaines, p. 145. 
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A hare upon a hottle, for HAREBOTTLE, forms one 
of the best of these speechless puns. A mag-pie upon 
a goat, for PJGOT, is very tolerable. As for a hare in 
a sheaf of rye, standing in the sun, for HARRISON, it is 
barely passable j but a chest surmounted with a star, for 
CHESTER, is the ne plus ultra of wretched punning. 

Lionel Ducket gave as his rebus a Lion with an L 

upon his head, "whereas," says Camden, "it should 
have been in his taile."-" If the Lyon had beene eating 
a ducke it had beene a rare deuice worth a duckat or a 
ducke-egge I" 

The rebus of Ralph HOGE or HOGGE (who in con
junction with Peter Baude, a Frenchman, was the first 
person who cast iron ordnance in England-at the 
village of Buxted, in Sussex) was a hog. On the front 
of his residence at that place this device remains carved 
on stone, with the date 1581 j from which circumstance 
the dwelling is called the" Hog-house." The rebus of 
one MEDCALPWas a calfinscribed with the letters M. E. D. 
Robert de Eglesfield, the munificent founder of Queen's 
CoIl. Oxon. thought fit to perpetuate his name with what 
may be called a practical rebus. On Christmas-day, 
the great annual solemnity of the College, when the 
boar's head is placed on the hall table with various 
ceremonies, each of the senior fellows receives from the 
provost certain needlesful of purple and scarlet silk, with 
the admonition, 'Be thrifty:' the French aiguilles et 
fil (needles and thread) being a play on Eglesfield. 
The donor's punning was as poor as his liberality was 
large. 

Our old printers were as fond of name-devices in 
the sixteenth century, as the abbots and priors of the 
fifteenth had been. 'rhus William NORTON gave, on the 
title-pages of the books printed by him, a sweet-William 
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growing out of the bunghole of a tun, labelled with 'the 
syllable NOR; John OXENBRIDGE gave an ox with the 
letter N on his back, going over a bridge; Hewe GOES, 
the first printerin the city of York, a great Jt and agoole! 
William MIDDLETON gave a capital M in the middle of 
a tun; Richard GRAPTON, the graft of an apple tree, 
issuing from a tun; and GARRET DEWS, two fellows in 
a garret playing at dice and casting deux! John DAY 
used the figure of a sleeping boy, whom another boy 
was awakening, as he pointed to the sun, exclaiming, 
"Arise, for it is day:"* a clumsy invention, scarcely 
deserving the name of a rebus. Perhaps the most far
fetched device ever used was that of another printer, 
one Master JUGGE, who "took to express his name a 
nightingale sitting in a bush with a scrole in her mouth, 
wherein was written jugge, jugge, jugge t"t 

Some ,rinters in recent times have imitated their 
typographical ancestors by the introduction of their 
rebus on title-pages. The late Mr. TALBOYS, of Oxford, 
ensigned all his publications with an axe struck into 
the stem of a tree, and the motto TA.lLLE BOIS! Some 
of Mr. Pickering's books have an antique device repre
senting a pike and a ring. 

I have reserved for the last, as being one of the 
best I have seen, the celebrated 
rebus of ISLIP, Abbot of West
minster, which occurs in several 
forms in that chapel of the abbey 
which bears his name. Two 
copies of this rebus are now 
before the reader: a descrip-

* Vide a plate in Ames's Typogr. Antiq., and in Fosbroke's Eneye. of 
Antiq. 

Peaeham ("CompleatGentleman,")eited in Johnson's Diet. voe. REBVS. 
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tion of the one forming our tail-piece will suffice for 
both. It may be read three ways : first, a human EYB 

and a SLIP of a tree; second, a man sliding from the 
branches of a tree, and of course exclaiming, "I SLIP !" 
and third, a hand rending oft' one of the boughs of the 
same tree, and again re-echoing, "I Blip /" Camden, 
who mentions this quaint device, gives a fourth reading 
of it, namely, the letter 1 placed beside the slip, thus 
again producing the name-IsLIP. Reader, our Lettuce 
is exhausted I 
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;;;;;;;a;~;;;;;;;;;:~HEN Rebuses are borne by families as 
coats of arms, they are called, in the 
language of heraldry, ARM A CANTAN
TIA, ARMES P ARLANTES, or CANTING 
ARMS. They seem to be in use in 
most countries where heraldry is 

known j thus among the French, Du POIRIER bears 
'Or, a pear tree, argent j' among the Italians, COLONNA 
bears' Gules, a column, argent j' among the Germans, 
SCHILSTED bears 'Argent, a 8ledge, sable.'* The arms 
of the united houses of CASTILE and LEON are quar
terly, a ca8tle and a lion, and those of the province of 
DAUPHINY, a dolphin. Louis VII of France (or, as 
his name was then spelt, LoY8) used for his signet a 
fleur-de-Iy8, evidently a play upon his name. This 
was, according to some authorities, the origin of the 
royal arms of that kingdom. 

English Heraldry delights in these punning devices. 
The arms of ARUNDEL are six swallows, in allusion to 
the French word hirondelle; and those of CORBET, a 
raven, referring to the French corbeau, from which the 
surname is derived. The arms of TOWERS are 'Azure, 
a tower, Or j' those of DE LA CHAMBRE, 'Argent, a 

* Porny's Heraldry, p. 12, note. 
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chevron, &c. between three chamber-pieces, proper ;'* 
those of BRAND, Lord Dacre, (two brands (or swords) 
in s~ltire argent;' those of COOTE, r Argent, a chevron 
between three coots, sable;' those of HERON, (Azure, 
three herons, proper;' those of OXENDEN, r Argent, a 
chevron between three o:cen, sable; those of BURDETT, 
six birds (martlets) j those of HAZELRIGG, three hazel
leaves j those of HARTWELL, a hart j those of BROKE, a 
brock, or badger j those of MILNE, three windmill sails; 
those of COLT, r Argent, a fesse 
between three colts, current~--------
sable j' those of CONINGSBY, ~~ 
r Gules, three conies, sejant ~ 
argent;' those of STARKEY, a 
8tork; those of URSON, a bear 
(in Latin ursa) j those of 
LAROCHE, r Or, a rook, sable;' 
those of SHELLEY, 'Sable, a 
fesse engrailed between three 
whelk shells, Or j' those of WOOD, 'A rgent, a tree, 
proper;' those of DOL PIN, (Azure, three dolphins naiant, 
Or j' those of WHALLEY, 'Argent, three whales' heads 

* CluzmlJer-piecell, a species of small cannons. The various kinds of 
artillery in use amongst our ancestors bore the most singular names. 
There were cannons and demy-cannons, curtaIl-cannons and robinets, cul
verins and demy-culverins, calivers and fowlers, fawcons and fawconets, 
dragons and basilisks, sakers and petronels, chamber, and jakers, harque
busses, dags, and pistols! .. This," says a writer of the age of Elizabeth, 
.. is the artillerie which is now in mOlt eBtimation." How many more 
kinds there might be I am unable to say, but the above catalogue seems 
sufficiently numerous. Most of the above terms are calculated to inspire 
a degree of terror, being derived from the names of monsters, serpents, and 
birds of prey. Culverin is from the Fr. couieutlriRe, a snake-and faucons, 
fauconnets, sakers, &C. were various species of birds used in hawking. 
])ragons, basilisks, &c., need no explanation. 
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erased, sable;' those of MA. UNSELL, t Argent, a chevron 
between three maunche8 (antient sleeves), sable i' those 
of DOBELL, 'Sable, a doe passant between three hells, 
argent i' and those of TREBAREPOOT, ('of that Ilk' in 
the county of Cornwall,) 'Sable, a chevron, Or, between 
three heara' feet i' those of HARRISON, a hedgehog, in 

French heri88on; those of 
~-I----,---~BLACKMORE' 'Argent, a fesse 

between three hlackmoor.' 
. . heads erased, sable; those of 

CROSS contain a cross-cross
let; those of KNIGHTLEY, a 
lance i those of SHAKSPEAR1!l 
and BREAKSPEA.RE, a spear i 
those of FEATHERSTONE
HA UGH, three feathers; those 

of FLETCHER, four arrow-heads; those of HUNTER, 
three hunting horns; those of RAMSDEN, three rams' 
heads i and those of MERRYWEATHER, a sun and three 
martlets, indicative of merry weather! The family of 
GRANDORGE (grain d'orge-barley grain) bear three 
ears of barley. 

It has been a fashion among modem heraldrists to 
decry this species of bearings as beneath the dignity of 
heraldry; and some have even placed them in the list 
of what are called Assumptive Arms, that is, such as 
have been assumed at the caprice of individuals, to 
gratify personal vanity, without the sanction of the 
heralds. It is worthy of a parenthetical remark, here, 
that as heraldry is far more antient than the collegiate 
body now possessed of the government of matters 
armorial, and even than the existence of royally-autho
rized heralds, all the arms borne by our older and more 
eminent families are a88Umptive. Every chieftain in 
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bart}nifLI l},nk such emblem} him best, 
TIuthing to preve'ZIf; of such 

as allusion to hi} Indeed, our 
oldest heraldric documents, the celebrated Rolls of 
Arms of the thirteenth and following centuries, abound 
with Arma Cantantia;* and all our later heraldry, as 
well as that of foreign nations, is more or less of this 
punning character.t Among the arms granted by the 
illustlinTI} whose taste be called 

many which surnames 
grantees.t At time it is 

tI,>it at some IllOre parti-
nt;,ny absur

dities in this respect were perpetrated; and it might 
be wished that even recent heraldry were exempt from 
this charge of bad taste. No longer since than 
1830, the College of Arms granted to Mr. NEHEMIAH 
W IMBLE, of Lewes, the following , achievement :' 
" un a pile gules,Kngland in 

w2rnble in base; ovnn chequy, 
or and yh±'reon two Crest, a 
demi~liGil chequy, or and }npporting an 
antinTIt charged wtIh ehemical cha-
racter for Mars, or." The circumstances under which 
the grant was made were these. Their majesties, 
King William the Fourth and Queen Adelaide, on pay
ing a visit to their antient borough of Lewes, were 
loyally received by the townsmen, and entertained at 
Mr. mansion called On this 

proprietor with an 
tPe royal pair, of arms 

* Vit» 21m,,,»»», 

t V£d" in proof. 124. 

oyGoogle 



116 CANTING ARMS. 

followed. This" modern instance" is full of the 
allusivenes8 so much objected to by the lovers of simple 
and non-emblematical heraldry, albeit a knowledge of 
several local and personal circumstances is necessary 
to a due perception of some of the allusions. In the 
first place, the grantee's name was Wimble, which is 
represented by the cooper's tool so designated; secondly, 
he lived at Lewes, a fact indicated by the chequered 
fesse, part of the borough arms; thirdly, as we have 
seen, the reception of the king and queen took place 
at his residence; hence the ROYAL LION in chief; 
fo~rthly, he was an eminent ironmonger, a circum
stance shadowed forth by the "chemical character for 
Mars,"-or Iron, on the "antient shield;" fifthly, 
Mr. Wimble's house was ordinarily occupied by the 
judges during the assizes, and hence the ermine! 
There yet remains one feature of the arms unappro
priated, namely, the escallop shells. The escallop is a 
religious emblem, and probably refers to the name of 
the house, the Friars, so called from its having 
antiently been a monastery of Grey Friars, if, indeed, 
as a badge of pilgrimage, it does not refer to the eight 
miles' pilgrimage of their majesties from the Pavilion 
at Brighton to their antient and loyal town of Lewes! 
Risum teneatis, amici? 

But to give some other instances of herald ric rebuses: 
the family of OAKES bear acoma, (very natural that 
they should I); the BUTLERS, of Ireland, bear three 

covered cups, (very proper again !); the 
LAMBS, three lambs; the ROACHES, 
three roaches; the BACONS, a boar; 
the PINES, a fir tree or pine; the 
PARKERS, a sta!!'8 head; the CALLS, 
three trumpets. Sometimes the crest 
cants when the arms do not; this is 

Digitized by Google 



CANTING ARMS. 117 

the case in tIle family of BEEVOR, a beaver; ASH
BURNHAM, an ash tree; BECKFORD, a heron's head 
holding in his strong beak (Bec fort) a fish; FISHER, a 
kingfisher, &c. 

Canting arms are common in Scotland as well as 
in England. The arms of MATTHIAS are three dice 
(sixes, as the highest throw), having, no doubt, R 

reference to the election of St. Matthias to the 
apostleship; "and the lot fell upon Matthias." " The 
arms of LOCKHART are ' A man's heart, proper, within 
a padlock, sable,' in perpetuation, as they tell you, 
that one of the name accompanied the good Sir James 
Douglas to Jerusalem, with the heart of King Robert 
the Bruce."* The following are also from Scottish 
heraldry: CRAW, three crows; FRASER, three frases or 
cinquefoils ; FALCONER, afalcon; FORESTER, three hugle
horns; HEART, three human hearts; HOGG, three boars' 
heads; JUSTICE, a sword in pale, supporting a balance; 
PEACOCK, a peacock; SKENE, three daggers, called in 
Scotland skenes; and BANNERMAN, 'a banner displayed 
argent; on a canton azure, St. Andrew's cross.' 

The Lucys of War
wickshire bore luces or 
pike; three, however
not twelve, as might be 
inferred from Shakspeare, 
whose Justice Shallow is 
supposed to be a carica
ture of a knight of that 
family. "Merry Wives of 
Windsor," act i, Beene 1: 

* Pegge's Curial. Miscel. p. 229. 
11. 6 
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Shallow. Sir Hugh, penuade me not; I will make a Star.chamber 
matter of it: if he were twenty Sir John Falataffil, he ahall not abuse 
Robert Shallow, esquire. 

Sknder. In the county of Gloster, justice of peace and coram. 
SAaI. Ay, cousin Slender, and Crutalorum. 
Slen. Ar, and ratolorum too; and a gentleman bom, master parson; 

who writes himself armigero ; in any bill, warrant, quittance, or obligation, 
armigero. 

SlIaI. Ay that we do; and bave done any time tbese three hundred 
years. 

Slen. All his successors, gone before him, have done't; and all hi' 
ancestors, that come after him, may: they may give the dozera white /vee, 
in their coat. 

Shal. It is an old coat. 
EfJafII. The dozen white lotun do become an old coat well; it agrees 

well, passant: it is a familiar beast to man and signifies-love. 
SAaI. The /vee is the fresh fish; the salt fish is an old coat. 

The arms of Sir WILLIAM SEVENOKE or SENNOCKE 
were seven acorns, 3, 3, and 
1. This remarkable person 
was deserted by his parents 
in infancy, and found either 
in the hollow of a tree, or in 
the street, at Sevenoaks, co. 
Kent, towards the end of 
the reign of Edw. III. By 
the charitable assistance of 
Sir William Rumpstead (the 
person who found him) and 

others, he was brought up, and apprenticed in London, 
where being admitted to the freedom of the Grocers' 
Company, he gradually rose in eminence, until at 
length he became Lord Mayor, which office he served 
with great honour in the 6th year of Henry V, and 
received from that monarch the honour of knighthood. 
Three years afterwards he served in parliament for the 
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city of London. He was a benefactor to the parish 
of St. Dunstan in the East, and also to the place 
whence he received his name, for <t calling to minde 
the goodness of Almightie God, and the favour of the 
Townesmen extended towards him, he determined to 
make an everlasting monument of his thankfull minde 
for the same. And therefore of his owne charge builded 
both an Hospitall for reliefe of the poor, and a free 
Schoole for the education of youthe within this towne, 
&c."· He made his will in 1432, and was buried in 
the Church of St. Martin, Ludgate. 

NOTE TO PAGE 114. 

ARMS OP ASSUMPTION. It is rather surprising that 
some heraldrists, official and otherwise, should question 
the validity of all those armorial bearings which are 
not authenticated by a grant of the College. As I 
have already asserted, comparatively few families of 
antient gentry have any record of the exact date· of 
their arms, or of their having been conferred in a legal 
manner. The College of Arms is of no older date than 
the reign of Richard the Third. Prior to that time 
coat-armour was sometimes the immediate gift of royalty, 
but oftener conferred by commanders on such as had 
earned it by valour on the battle-field j or given by 
noblemen to those who held estates under them and 
followed their banners. Camden says, <t Whereas the 

* Lambarde's Perambulation of Kent, p. 520. Quibbling old Fuller 
aays, "he gave Seven Acorns for his annes, which, if they grow as fast in 
the Field qf Heraldry as in the commonfleld, may be presumed to be oal. 
at this dAy."-WorthieB, vol. i, p. 509. 
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earles of Chester bare garbes or wheat-sheafes, many 
gentlemen of that countrey tooke wheat-sheafes. 
Whereas the old earles of Warwicke bare chequy, or 
and azure, a cheueron ermin, many thereabout tooke 
ermine and chequie. In Leicestershire and the countrey 
confining, diuers bare cinquefoyles, for that the antient 
earles of Leicester bare geules, a cinquefoyle, ermine. 
In Cumberland and thereabouts, where the old barons of 
Kendall bare argent two barres geules, and a lyon passant 
or in a canton of the second, many gentlemen there
about tooke the same in different colours and charges 
in the canton." A variety of other instances of this 
practice may be found in the I Curiosities of Heraldry,' 
and in many historical, topographical, and genealogical 
publications. A more copious collection or such bor
rowed arms than has yet been made, would form 
materials for a curious and interesting chapter in the 
history of armory. * 
* It would seem that the practice of borrowing the arms of other fami

lies is not yet extinct, for a certain plebeian high-sherift' of SU88ex, not 
many yean since, on being asked by his coach-maker what arms he would 
have painted on his new carrisge, replied, "Oh, I don't care-suppose we 
have Lord Chickelter'_I think they're as pretty as any! I" Nor is it 
altogether confined to our eastern hemisphere, if the following anecdote 
may be relied on. An English gentleman at New York sent his carriage 
to a certain coach-maker for repair., with an intimation that he would call 
in a few days to view the progre88 of the work. Judge of his surprise, on 
entePing the coach-maker's workshop, to find some half dozen other car
riages besides his own bedizened with his family arms. When he de
manded of the coach-maker an explanation of this "heraldic anomaly," 
that worthy replied with genuine simplicity: "Why you see, Mister, several 
of my customers who have been in to look at their carriages have ordered 
me to copy the arms from yours; for let me tell you," he added, in a 
patronizing manner, "it's a pattern that's very much liked !" 
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OME families, not content with painting 
their surnames upon their escutcheons, 
in the shape of l canting' arms, have, 
moreover, re-echoed them in their 
mottoes. 

The motto of the family of Piereponte 
(Duke of Kingston) is PIE REPONE TE, a capital hit, as 
the three words make the name almost exactly. FORTE
Scutum Salus Ducum, the motto of the Fortescues, has 
already been mentioned. The family of ONSLOW use 
Festina lente, "On slow!" or "Hasten slowly." The 
windows at Chiddingly Place, co. Sussex, the seat of 
the J efferays, formerly contained their arms and motto, 

" !ft"fI'ra~ tt qqt bira~." 
I shall do what I say! 

Sir John Jeft'eray, lord chief baron (temp. Eliz.) who 
was of this family, used the shorter motto, 

" ~ut fra 'jt fra.' " 
The CA VENDISRES use Cavendo tutus, II Safety in 

caution;" the ~'ANES, Ne vile jana, ' "Bring nothing 
base to the fane, or temple;" the MAYNARDS, MA-nus 
justa NARDUS, "A just hand is a precious ointment;" 
the COURTROPES, Court hope; the FAIRFAXES, Fare,jac, 
"Speak, do;" the VERNONS, Vel' nan semper viret, 
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"The spring does not always flourish," or "Vernon 
always flourishes i" the FITTONS, "Fight on quoth 
Fitton i" the SMITHS, "Smite quoth Smith j" and 
the MANNS, Homo sum, "I am a man!" the NEVILLES, 
NE VILE veliB, "Incline to nothing basej" the AGARDES, 
Dieu me GARDE, " God defend me j" and the LOCKHARTS, 
CORDA SERATA pando, "I lay open the locked hearts." 
The antient family of Morrice, of Betshanger, co. Kent, 
who trace their genealogy to Brut, the first king of 
Britain, (I) have for their motto "Antiqui MORES." 
Many of the Scottish mottoes originated in the slug
hom, slogan, or war-cry of the clan of which the bearer 
was chief. Thus the motto of SETON, Earl of Wintoun, 
is Set-on! being at once, an exhortation to the retainers 
to set upon the enemy, and a play upon the name. 

The motto of John WELLS, last abbot of Croyland, 
engraved upon his chair, which is still extant, is, 

" ~tntbfcitt .tejl.Ql::e .. JBomfnt." * 
Ble" the WELLS 0 Lord! 

From a more copious list of punning mottoes which 
I have elsewhere given,t I select a few. 

Addere Le-gi Justitiam Decus. 'Tis a support to 
the Law to add Justice to it. ADDERLEY. 

Bonne et helle aB,ez. Good and handsome enough. 
BELLASIZE. 

CAVE. Cave! Beware! 
Quod dia:i, dia:i. What I've said I have said. 

DIXIE. 
Eat hie. Here he is ! ESTWICK. 
Graves disce mores. Learn serious manners. 

GRAVES. 

* There is an engraving of this cbair in Gougb'. Croyland. 
t Curios. of Herald., p. 156. 
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Pure foy m.a joye. Sincerity is my delight. 
PUREPOY. 

M08 Ie-gem Regis. Agreeable to the King's Law. 
MOSLEY. 

Vincenti dabitur. It shall be given to the conqueror. 
VINCENT. 

Do all good. ALGOOD. 

Pagit Deo. He covenants with God. P A.GET. 

Vigila et ora. Watch and pray. W A.XE. 

Colena Dewn et Regem. Reverencing God and the 
King. COLLINS. 

--~ .. - :;. 
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OF ANAGRAMS. 

"I believe now, there is some secret power and virtue in names." 
BURTON' S 4fU1tomll qf MelancAolll' 

W;~~;;;;~, S my motto is, tc What's in a Name 7" a 
few words on ANAGRAMS cannot be 
out of place here. Few people are 
aware of what their names really in
clude; for they unquestionably contain 
a deal of mysterious wisdom did we 

but know how to extract it. As for myself, I am one 
of those tc dull wyttes" who might as well hunt for a 
statue of Apollo in a block of marble, as try to extract 
what Camden calls the 'quintessence' of names. I 
must therefore rest content to be a compiler, that is to 
say, literally, a rohhei~f. the produce of more fertile 
geniuses. 

tc Anagrammatisme or metagrammatisme," (forgive 
me 'shade of the venerable Camden,' if I, for the 
hundredth time, again roh you,) tc is a dissolution of a 
name truely written into his Letters, as his Elements, 
and a new connexion of it by artificiall transposition, 
without addition, substraction, or change of any letter 

* Compile, v. a. to rob, pillage, plunder, filch, steal! How truly honour
able, therefore, is the office of a compiler. 
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into different words, making some perfect sense apply
able to the person named."* 

"Some of the sowre sort will say it (namely the 
searching out of anagrams) is nothing but a troublous 
ioy, and because they cannot attaine to it will con
demne it, least by commending it, they should discom
mend themselues. Others more milde, will grant it to 
bee a dainty deuis and disport of wit not without plea
sure, if it be not wrested out of the name to the 
reproach of the person. And such will not deny but 
that as good names may bee ominous, so also good 
Anagrammes, with a delightfull comfort and pleasant 
motion in honest minds, in no point yeelding to any 
vaine pleasures of the body. They will also afford it 
some commendations in respect of the difficulty; 
(Difficilia fJ'I.UE pulchra;) as also that it is the whetstone 
of patience to them that shall practise it. For some 
haue beene seene to bite their pen, scratch their head, 
bend their browes, bite their lips, beate the boord, teare 
their paper, when they were faire for somewhat, and 
caught nothing therein." 

The invention of anagrams is ascribed to a Greek 
poet called Lycopbron, who flourished about B.C. 380, 
in the time of Ptolemy Philadelphus, king of Egypt, 
whose name he proved to be full of sweetness, 

nTOAEMAIO~. 
'A'/I"d pl"'Tor;-Made of honey! 

Nor was he less successful upon that of Arsinoe, 
Ptolemy's wife, which he thus read: 

AP~INOH. 
'Hpa~ Iov-Juno's violet! 

* Remaines, p. 147. 
6§ 
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The practice of making anagrams was first used in 
modem times in France, upon the revival of learning 
in that country under Francis the First. Not long after, 
the following transpositions were made of the name of 
the unfortunate Mary Stuart, Queen of Scotland. 

MARIA. STUARTA. 

Utrtta!S !armata • 
.Armed Truth. 

This, however, does not come up to Camden's rule 
of "making a perfect sense applyable to the person 
named." The next is much better: 

_aria .j)ttluarlJa, .j)totorum !ttJJina. 
TRUSA VI REGNIS, MORTE AMARA CADO. 

1'hru8t by forcefrom my kingdoms, [fall by a hitter death! 

It is to the French also that we are indebted for the 
beautiful anagram on the name of Christ which has an 
allusion to the passage in Isaiah LVIII, "He is brought 
as a sheep to the slaughter." 

IH~OY~. 
~v ~ oi~Tkou art that sheep. 

Anagrams, on their introduction into this country, 
were often employed for the purposes of flattery. Camden 
cites several, made in his own times, on the names of 
James the First and his family, which do not, according 
to my view of that race, conform to his own rule. I 
shall pass by these and many others my author has 
given, and come at once to notice a few of the best 
I have met with upon English names. Among these 
is that upon 
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"DOROTHY, VICOUNTBSSB LISLE. 
Chmt joina true loot's knot. 

Where hands and hearts in sacred linke of love 
Are joyn'd in Christ, that match doth happy prove." 

Of the name of SIR FRANCIS BACON, LORD KEEPER, 
one Mr. Tash, an' especial man in this faculty,' made-

Is hom and elect for a Mc[h] speaker. 

Of that of JOHANNES W ILLUMS, the Welsh divine 
and statesman, well known as the strenuous opponent 
of Laud, Mr. Hugh Holland made a quadruple anagram, 
which, however, is far from exact : 

1. 10 SIS LUMEN IN AULA. 
0, mayst thou he a light in the palace! 

2. My wall is on high. 
8. My wall high Sion. 

And (in reference to his love for the country that 
gave him birth) 

4. WALLIS ES IN ANIMO. 
o Wales how I love thee! 

Honest JOHN BUNYAN found out the following for 
his anagram, which, albeit somewhat defective and 
rough, is highly characteristic of the man : 

John Bunyan. 
NU HONY IN A B I 

The anagram on Monk, afterwards Duke of Albemarle, 
on the restoration of Charles II, included an important 
date in our history : 
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GEOBGIUS MONltE, Dux DE ALBEJU.BLE. 
Ego Regem redu:ri, AnD. Sa. MDCL VV. * 
I brought back the King in the year 1660. 

Anagram.making seems to have been the favourite 
amusement of wits and scholars in the seventeenth 
century, and every name of note was found to contain 
what would least be expected from it. Those indeed 
were the days for seeking' what's in a name.' Bya 
slight transposition a Wit was found in WIAT, Renoun 
in VERNON, and La'Wl'el in WALLER. RANDLE HOLMES, 
the heraldric writer, was complimented with 

LO, MEN'S HERALD ! 

Mytspeciall good friend,' 'Henry Peacham, W. of 
Arts,' the Chesterfield of that period, in his 'Compleat 
Gentleman,' gives the following advice: "In your dis. 
course be free and affable, giving entertainment in a 
sweet and liberall manner, and with a cheerful courtesy, 
seasoning your talk at the table, among grave and se· 
rious discourses, with conceits of wit and pleasant 
invention, as ingenious epigrams, emblems, Anagrams, 
merry tales, and witty questions and answers." He 
then proceeds to give' a tast of some of his (own) 
Anagrams, such as they are,' one or two of which I 
shall copy. 

"Being requested by a noble and religious lady, 
who was sister to the old lord De la Ware, to try what 
her name would afford, it gave me this: 

JANE WEST. 
En tua, JelJU." 

* D'Iaraeli, Curiosities of Literature, vol. iii, p. 209. 
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" Upon a sweet and modest young gentlewoman, 
Mistris 

MARIA. MEUTAS. 

Th a me amaris." 

" Of a virtuous and fair gentlewoman, at the request 
of my friend who bare her good will: 

And this-

FRANCIS (sic) BARNEY. 

Bars in fancy. 

Theodosia Dixon. 
ADEO DIXIT HONOS; or 

o Dea, di3:it hanos." 

"Of my good friend Master Doctor Dowland, in 
regard he had slipt many opportunities of advancing 
his fortunes j and a rare lutenist as any of our nation
beside one of our greatest masters of musick for com~ 
posing: I gave him an emblem with this: 

JOHANNES DOULANDUS • 

.Annos ludendi hausi." 

Thus much from H. Peacham, who must be con
fessed to be a 'yr.' of this art quite unimpeachable. 

Few anagrams have been more happy than that on 
Lord Nelson, made by the Rev. William Holden, 
rector of Chatteris :-

HORATIO NELSON. 

Honor est a Nilo. 
My honour is from the Nile. 

It would be an easy matter to extend this gossip 
over many pages, but I must refer the reader who 
wishes for more of it to the teeming chapters of Camden 
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and D'Israeli. There is, however, an anecdote connected 
with anagrammatizing which although' decie8 repetita, 
placebit.' 

"LADY ELEANOR DAVIES, the wife of the celebrated 
Sir John Davies, the poet, was a very extraordinary 
character. She was the Cassandra of her age, and 
several of her predictions warranted her to conceive 
she was a prophetess. As her prophecies in the troubled 
times of Charles I were usually against the govern
ment, she was at length brought by them into the 
Court of High Commission. The prophetess was not 
a little mad, and fancied the spirit of Daniel was in 
her, from an anagram she had formed of her name, 

ELEANOR DA VlES. 
Reveal 0 Daniel! 

The anagram had too much by an L and too little by 
an S; yet Daniel and reveal were in it, and this was 
sufficient to satisfy her inspirations. The court at· 
tempted to dispossess the spirit from the lady, while 
the bishops were in vain reasoning the point with her 
out of the Scriptures, to no purpose, she poising text 
against text: one of the Deans of Arches, says Heylin, 
'shot her thorough and thorough with an arrow bor
rowed from her own quiver:' he took a pen, and at 
last hit upon this excellent anagram : 

DAME ELEANOR DAVIES. 
Never 80 mad a Ladie I 

"The happy fancy put the solemn court into 
laughter, and Cassandra into the utmost dejection of 
spirit. Foiled by her own weapons, her spirit suddenly 
forsook her; and either she never afterwards ventured 
on prophesying, or the anagram perpetually reminded 
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her hearers of her state-and we hear no more of this 
prophetess." * 

Drummond of Hawthornden passed a severe sen-
on this ,vhen he said, 

""""T"""· ..... the most idlv 

:frni""rrimae patientiz"z"j 
magno conatu 

the same name make both good and evil." Happy 
therefore, in the poet's estimation was that countryman 
of his, whose mistress's name being Anna Grame, 
contained a ready-made and most unexceptionable 
Anagram I 

few more ct 

fiLT. vnured me with hm vpz;vnklV1kV of his own ,,,,.,,,5,,"",,,,5 ", .. j" 

nmtism in them, 
introduction of 

55pirit of true 
vnve I shall be 

After the battle of Navarino, Admiral Sir Edward 
Codrington having made some reflections discreditable 
to the reputation of Capt. R. Dickenson in that affair, 
Capt. Dickenson demanded a court-martial, the result 
of which was, not only his honourable acquittal, but the 
most complimentary testimonp of the court to his hiyh 
lZi"of'essional merit. A1"Onnkstance gave rioo 
it.m'pvam below, on 

SIR 

Rd. 
COEiRINGTON. 

reward. 

When Mr. George Thompson, the eloquent anti
slavery advocate, was solicited, some years since, to go 
into Parliament, with a view to his more efficiently 

• Curiosities of Literature, vol. iii, pp. 212.13. 
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serving the cause of negro emancipation, the question 
being submitted to the consideration of his friends, 
one of them found the following answer in the letters 
of his name: 

GEORGE THOMPSON. 

o go-the Nepo" M.P.! 

Perhaps the oddest mode of expressing a name ever 
seen was that made use of by one of the family of 
Noel: 

" ABCDEPGHIJKMNOPQRSTUVWXyz."-No.'L.' 
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REMARKS ON INN SIGNS. 

--- vestigia preasit, 
Observans qUill Signa ferant I" 

'£N. vi, ]97. 

~f;iii~~ii1ltO:M the eleventh chapter of my Essay 
it will he seen how fertile a source of 
English Surnames the Signs of inn
keepers and other traders have been. 
Some years since I began to prepare 

press a separate treatise on this subject j but 
having been hitherto prevented from carrying my de
sign into execution, it has occurred to me that a short 
dissertation, showing its connexion with Heraldry and 
Surnames, might not be unacceptable to the readers 
of these volumes. 

I have already said* that in former times signs 
were not exclusively limited to inns. Every shop
keeper, or nearly so, had his sign, emblematical, in 
most instances, of the wares to be disposed of. In 
this place, however, it is my intention to confine my 
remarks to those of taverns and inns. A history of 
inns, antient and modem, would be a curious contri
bution to our literature j though it would be foreign to 
my present purpose. Without further preface, I shall 

• See VoL I, p. 199. 
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proceed to classify the medieval and modem signs· of 
• these useful establishments. 

There are seven principal classes of signs, each of 
which is susceptible of subdivisions, viz : 

I. Those of a. Religious Origin. 
II. Those derived from Heraldry. 

III. Tbose referring to Distinguished Personages. 
IV. Those which are emblematical of Inns. 
V. Those referring to particular Trades. 

VI. Those allusive to Sports and Pastimes. 
VII. Miscellaneous. 
In the middle ages, inns were comparatively rare. 

The benevolence and hospitality of the monasteries 
rendered them to a great extent unnecessary. Tra. 
vellers of all grades repaired to the abbeys and priories 
for rest and refreshment, and the largesses of the 
wealthier sort enabled the monks to furnish gratuitous 
entertainment and lodging to wayfarers of a humbler 
degree. The practice of going on pilgrimage to dis. 
tant celebrated shrines led to the erection of wayside
inns fol' the use of the devotees. Hence obviously 
arose our first class - namely, no'IUI of a Religimu 
charactf!1'. 

Chief among these is the symbol of our faith-the 
Cr088, formerly a much more common sign than at 
present. When described as the Golden, the Red, or 
the White, Cross, it probably belongs to those borrowed 
from armorial insignia. The Cr088.in-Hand may be 
as antient as the Crusades. The Holy Rood, a repre.· 
sentation of Christ upon the cross, with Mary and 
John standing by, is now almost obsolete as a sign. 
Before the Reformation, every church had its rood 
occupying a kind of gallery, called the rood-loft, over 
the chancel arch. Rood and Roods, 1 may observe, 
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are used as surnames. The Lamh is a common sign. 
It was formerly the Holy Lamb, bearing the cross. In 
the earlier and purer days of Christianity, the sacred 
passion was represented by a simple cross, or by a 
cross ensigned by XP (the first two letters of Xp'C1TO~). 
To this symbol was added, about the year 400, a white 
lamb at the foot of the cross. In 706, the lamb was 
superseded by a figure of the Saviour, standing with 
extended arms as if in prayer, b1lt it was not until the 
tenth century that this figure was represented dead 
and nailed to the transverse beam, as in the modem 
crucifix.. The Holy Lamb, however, was still occa
sionally represented in illuminations and sculpture, and 
it is yet retained in the armorial bearings of several 
families. 

The Maiden.', Head may sometimes refer to the 
Virgin Mary, though it is otherwhile regarded as a 
representation of one of the eleven thousand virgins of 
Catholic fable. This sign has also become a surname 
as Maidenhead. The Salutation, was originally a paint
ing or sculpture of the Annunciation - the appear
ance of the angel to Mary with the memorable words, 
gbt ~arta, J9om~ tuum, &c. An inn in 
London bearing this sign corrupted it in a most ludi
crous manner. The original meaning of the expression 
being forgotten, the sign-board exhibited two gentle
men in tailed coats in the act of salutation by ,haking 
hands! 

The Saints frequently occur as signs. The St. 
George and Dragon is familiar to all. The St. Andrew, 
the BaptiBI', Head, the ChriBtopker, the St. Dumtan, 
the St. Helena, are far less frequent. The Catherine 

* Vide Maitland's Church in the Catacombs, p. 204. 
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Wheel, and the Gridiron refer to the martyrdoms 
of SS. Catherine and Lawrence. The Blossoms, a 
considerable inn in London, was so called from its 
antient sign, which represented St. Lawrence within 
a border of blossoms or :flowers. The legend of this 
Saint states that :flowers sprang up upon the spot of 
his martyrdom. 

The Mitre, the Cross Keys, the Cardinal's Cap (at 
Canterbury), the Friars, and the Monk's Head, indicate 
the in:fluence of the priestly order in their respective 
localities. 

The Bishop Blaize is a popular ale-house sign in the 
clothing counties. St. Blaize was bishop of Sebaske 
in Cappadocia, and is said to have visited England. 
and to have settled at a place in Cornwall, designated 
after him, St. Blazey. He suffered martyrdom in 289, 
by beheading, after his :flesh had been cruelly lace
rated with iron combs; and from this latter incident 
he was selected as the tutelary saint of the wool
combers.* 

The signs representing scriptural subjects are less 
common than formerly; among those still retained are 
.Adam and Eve, The 7\00 Spies, t Bel and the Dragon, 
often corrupted to the Bell and Dragon, and Simon the 
Tanner. Mr. Roby considers the Adam and Eve a 
vestige of 

II Those shows which once profaned the sacred page, 
The barbarous' mysteries' of our infant stage"-

in which the first parents of mankind were dramatis 

* Roby. 
t The original sign probably represented not the two spies sent to 

Jericho by Joshua, but the two faithful spies, Josbua and Caleb, bearing 
the cluster of grapes-to indicate that good wine might be bad within. 

Digitized by Google 



INN SIGNS. 137 

Pf!1'sonte. Stowe tells us that the ' Creation of the 
World' was acted at Clerkenwell, in 1409, by the Com
pany of Parish-clerks, and the representation lasted 
eight days. So lately as the year 1600, in one of the 
Chester Whitsun plays or moralities <I) Adam and Eve 
appear on the stage without the slightest apology for 
vestments of any kind. 

The Devil and St. Dunstan was a favourite subject 
among medieval painters and sculptors. The' foul 
fttnlJ .6atbanas' was pourtrayed, however, in all the 
deformity of claw, tail, and horn, and utterly divested 
of the assumed form of a C faire ladie,' under which he 
presented himself to the Saint upon the memorable 
occasion of the legend: 

" Saynct Dunstane, as y. storie goes, 
Once seized yo Deville by yo nose, 
Hee tugged soe harde and made hym rore 
That he was heerd thre myles and more." 

The tongs with which this feat was performed, toge
ther with the hammer and 
anvil which the Christian 
Vulcan was using at the time 
of the temptation, are care
fully preserved at Mayfield 
Palace, co. Sussex, where the 
scene is alleged to have oc
curred. St. Dunstan's Bridge. 
in the same vicinity, is 
pointed out as the spot where the fiend succeeded in 
making his escape from the saintly grasp. 

Pf!1' antitkesin, we may next mention the sign of the 
Angel. J n ecclesiastical architecture, angels supporting 
shields are of very common occurrence, as corbels and 
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trusses. Vide the annexed cut of 
one from the ruins of Roberts
bridge Abbey, co. Sussex. After 
the Reformation, religious edifices 
were sometimes converted into 
houses of entertainment; and a 
carved ornament of this kind, upon 
such an inn, may have suggested 
the sign. The well-known combat 
of St. Michael the Archangel and 
the Dragon, must not be overlooked 

as an extremely probable origin of it. * 
CLASS lI.-The signs borrowed from Heraldry are, 

perhaps, more numerous than those derived from all 
other sources collectively. 

The full armorials of a family form one of the 
most usual classes of inn signs, as the Neville Arms, 
Dorset Arms, Sergisson Arms, Shelley Arms, Pelham 

• Many of these religious signs are still to be found at Paris and in 
other continental cities. The following are from a list kindly collected for 
me by John Sikes, Esq. :-

A l'annonciation. 
A l'enfant Jesus. This is over a 

wine-shop, together with the 
monogram I H S. 

Au Nre Etemel. 
A la tentation. 
A la gri.ce de Dieu. 
Au St. Esprit; with a golden dove. 

Nothing can justify the use of such sacred names for so profane a pur
pose. Diabolical signs are extremely abundant; e. g. 

Au diable a Paris. Au pauvre diable. 
Maison des pauvres diables. Au fils de diable. 

Others are in honour of the saints:-

Au petit St. Thomu. 
A Ste. Marie. 
A l'image St. Louis. 

&c. &c. &c. 

An grand St. Michel. 
Ala Vierge. 
A l'image Notre Dame, 
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Arms. These are abundant in every locality, and point 
out the local or political influence of the family so 
honoured. The King's Arms designates a host of inns. 
The arms of places are also common, as the County 
Arms, City Arms, Town Arms, Cinque-Port Arms; 
Kent Arms, Sussex Arms, Lewes Arms, &c.· &c. The 
armorials of the trading companies of London are 
often employed, as the Bricklayers' Arms, Carpenters' 
Arms, Blacksmiths' Arms; and arms are often 'found' 
for callings not recognised in this kind of heraldry, as 
the Fisherman's Arms, Founders' Arms, Marine Arms, 
Miners' Royal Arms, Odd Fellows' Arms, with some 
others still more absurd, to which I have previously 
alluded. * I do not imagine that this class of signs is 
of any great antiquity, and as it cannot, from its very 
nature, have given rise to any sumames, I shall pass 
on to another; namely, signs derived from heraldric 
CHARGES and FIGURES, which have greatly enlarged 
our family nomenclature. 

These were originally derived from the most conspi
cuous feature of the arms of noble families, and from 
royal and other badges, supporters and crests; and may 
be classified into-

1. Parts of the human figure. 
2. Quadrupeds. 
8. Birds. 
4. Fishes, &c. 
5. Vegetable productions. 
6. Inanimate objects. 

1. Parts of tke Human Figure.-The Saracen's 
Head, the Turk's Head, and the Blackmoor's Head 

* Vide Vol. I, p. 202. See also some further remarks upon heraldric 
Inn Signa in Curios. of Heraid., p. 186. 
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point to the period of the Crusades, when such charges 
were first introduced into the arms of eminent Chris
tian heroes. The first is still retained in the achieve
ments of the families of Bourchier, Darrell, Shirley, 
and others; and the third is allusively employed in 
those of the families of Blackmore, Moore, &c. The 
Three Lega occurs at Uxbridge. This is prohably the 

singular ensign of the Isle of Man, 
antiently quartered by the Stanleys, 
Earls of Derby, and sovereigns of the 
island; and may have been adopted 
as a sign in compliment to some mem
ber of that family. In one instance 
the entire human figure is given as a 
sign-the Black Boy, which was pro

bably borrowed from the supporters of some noble 
family. The King's Head, Duke's Head, &c., belong 
to another class. 

2. Quadrupeds. 
LION. Black Lion, Blue Lion, Red Lion, White 

Lion, Golden Lion, Silver Lion. 
HORSE. White Horse, Black Horse, Running Horse 

(' horse courant'). The White Horse rampant is the 
arms of Kent, the old Saxon ensign. 

BEAR. White Bear, Brown Bear, Black Bear. 
These colours are all 'proper' to the bear, according 
to the species. The bear is a common heraldric charge, 
and on signs he is usually represented muzzled and 
chained. Why the bear should have become a favourite 
badge of the warrior's shield, it is somewhat difficult 
to conjecture, though it must be allowed to be a better 
emblem of his prowess than some other animals, such 
as the monkey, the ass, and the toad, which found 
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their way into the quaint heraldry of early times. The 
Bear and Ragged Staff, which occurs as an inn sign, 
is the badge of the Earls of Warwick. 

" Old Neville's crest 
The Rampant Bear chained to the Ragged StalI'." 

BOAR. The wild boar seems to have been an an
tient sign: hence the surname Wildhore. The White 
Boar was the badge of King Richard III. The Blue 
Boar was another Y orkist badge, and thus, as it became 
associated with royalty, the Blue Boar and Crown was a 
rather common sigu. This serves to explain what might 
otherwise appear a very absurd combination of objects. 
On a road-side inn, near Tunbridge Wells, this sign is 
oddly corrupted to the Blue Boy and Crown! The Hog 
in Armour was probably derived from the rhinoceros. 

DOG. Talbot, Black Dog, Greyhound, common in 
heraldry. 

BULL. Black Bull, Pied Bull, Bull's Head. An 
eminent example of this heraldric bearing occurs in the 
family of Neville. 

ANTELOPE. This was antiently a royal supporter. 
BUCK. Stag, Doe, Roebuck, Hart (Surnames), 

Buck's Head, White Hart. The last was a badge of 
the Lancastrian branch of the house of Plantagenet; 
and it is a curious fact that the sign is still most com
mon in those districts where the ct time-honoured" 
duke and his descendants had the greatest influence. 

Fox. The (Fox and Grapes' re
fers to the classical fable. The (Cross 
Foxes' I take to be merely the singular 
armorial bearings of the family of 
Williams (Wynne), which are blazoned 
thus: ct Argent, two foxes, counter
salient in saltier, gules." 

n. 7 
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GOAT. Goat's Head. Among the ludicrous associa
tions frequently found in inn signs are the Goat in 
Boots and the Goat and Compasses. The latter is said 
to be a corruption of the words " God encompasseth us," 
which a puritanical innkeeper inscribed upon his house. 

Rut:. Usually heraldric, with golden horns and 
hoofs. 

UNICORN. The sinister supporter of the royal arms. 
ELEPHANT. Elephant and Castle.· 

3. Birda. 
EAGLE. Black Eagle, Golden Eagle, Spread Eagle 

(eagle displayed). The Eagle and Child is the crest 
of the Stanleys, Earls of Derby, and originated in a 
fabulous legend respecting the preservation of an 
ancestor of the family, in infancy, by an eagle.t The 
sable eagle with two heads, the imperial ensign of 
Russia, is corrupted to the Split Crow 1/ 

SWAN. White Swan, Black Swan (rara avis in 
,ignia /) 'The Swan with two Necks': for neck' read 
nick,. A nick is the mark cut in the mandible of a 
swan to distinguish its ownership on rivers and other 
common waters, where large numbers belonging to dif
ferent persons congregate. In these instances certain 
'swan-marks' have been immemorially in use; and, 
from one of these, the sign, thus curiously corrupted, 
takes its origin. 

COCK. Cock and Pye (magpie), Cock and Bottle. 
FALCON. Castle and Falcon: evidently a family crest. 
OWL. 

• Similar BignB from beraldry occur at Paris, as .. Au lion d'argent;" 
"au reDard bleu;" .. aux trois agneaux d·or;" .. au bras d'or;" "au chien 
rouge," &c. 

t Curio •. of Heraldry, p. 188. 
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PEACOCK. At St. Albans are the Old Peacock and 
the Pea-Hen. 

PIGEONS. t Three Jolly Pigeons:' evidently the 
arms of some family. Three doves are found in those 
of Duffeld, Ayer, Thevenge, and Marmaduke. 

PHEASANT. 
CROW. The t Royston Crow' in Hel'tfordshire. 
MOOR-HEN. Three Moor Hens, at Hoddesdon, 

Herts: the arms of Bome family. The same may be 
said of the Three Stags. The Three Daws (at Graves
end) should probably be Cornish choughs, a very com
mon bearing. 

MAGPIE. The falcon of inn signs has been cor. 
rupted to a magpie in the following instances. The 
falcon and fetterlock, the badge of Edward IV, and 
hence united to a crown, has become the Magpie and 
Crown. The device of Anne Boleyn was II a white 
falcon, crowned, upon the root of a tree, environed 
with white and red roses :". its modem representative 
is the Magpie and Stump I 

The BIRD-IN-HAND may have originated either 
from the crest of some family-t a hand holding a 
falcon'--or from the well-known old proverb: 

" A lIird ill AImd is better far 
Than two that in the bushes are I" 

In this latter case the moral intended by it may be 
that the wayfarer should avail himself of the rest and 
refreshment close at hand rather than run any risk 
of not meeting with accommodation elsewhere. 

CRANE, an heraldric charge. 

4. Fi.ke •• 
DOLPHIN, a common heraldric bearing . 

• Gent. Mag., luly 1831, p. 21. 
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WHALE. What can be the meaning of the Old 
Whalehone at Colchester and elsewhere? 

MAC KAREL. 'Three Mackarel' at Dover. 
To this list of heraldric animals must be added the. 

DRAGON, once a royal supporter, the MERMAID, the 
FLYING HORSE, the GRIFFIN, and other fabuloUs 
monsters, chiefly from the supporters of noble families, 
and generally of modern date. 

6. Vegetahle Pruducli01Ul. 
Apple-tree, Pear-tree, Iron Pear-tree, Cherry-tree, 

Yew-tree, Three Trees, Five Ashes. Sometimes 
heraldric, but more frequently derived from trees of 
the particular species now or formerly growing near 
the inns which bear these signs. The Ash-tree, a 
little public-house at Ashburnham, co. Sussex, takes 
its sign from the canting crest of the noble family re
sident in the vicinity. 

ROSE. Rose aitd Crown, the Tudor badge. 
FLEUR DE LIS. 
WHEATSHEAF, the 'garh' of heraldry. 

6. Among the inanimate ohjects borrowed from 
heraldry and employed as signs, are the following :

CROWN. Crown and Anchor, Crown and Sceptre, 
Crown and Thistle, Crown and Dolphin, &C • 

. STAR. Star and Garter. 
Au. The warrior's-not the carpenter's. 
CROSS-KEYS, common in church-heraldry. A sur-

name. 
FEATHERS, the Prince of Wales's badge. A surname. 
HORSE-SHOES. Three Horse-shoes, Four Horse

shoes, &c. (Coats of Arms.) 
SUN, SEVEN STARS, MOON, HALF-MOON (the cres

cent of heraldry), STAR (the mullet). 
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TABA.RD, a herald's coat. 
Three being the favourite number of repetitions in 

coats of arms, such signs as the Three Crowns, Three 
Cups, Three Tuns, &c. may be regarded as having 
originated in the arms of families formerly resident in 
the vicinity. The Three Kings are evidently those of 
Cologne, and should therefore have been reckoned 
among religious signs. The Three Compasses are from 
the arms 'of the Carpenters' Company. 

. Cuss III. Signs referring to Distinguished Per
sonages are generally of a very uninteresting character, 
and I shall therefore dismiss them in a few words. 

Some relate to sovereignty, as the King's Head, 
Queen's Head, Pope's Head. These were all compli
mentary and loyal. There are in London, inns desig
nated in honour of George the Fourth, William the 
Fourth, Victoria, &c. and even of foreign princes, as 
the King of Prussia, King of Denmark, Queen of 
Hungary . 

. Such signs as the Duke of Wellington, the Lord 
Nelson, the Lord Holland, and particularly the Marquis 
of 'Granby, abound usque ad nauseam. Innkeepers fre
quently express their admiration of favourite statesmen 
by hanging them--to their sign-posts; as the George 
Canning~ the Earl Grey, the Lord John Russell I This, 
me judice, is all in very paltry taste; there is, however, 
another group of this division which is more to be 
commended, namely, that which does honour to the 
illustrious names of literature and olden history, as the 
King Alfred, Alfred's Head (at Wantage, his birthplace), 
the Friar Bacon, the Shakspeare Inn, the Butler's 
Head, with the more apocryphal, Robin Hood, Sir 
John Falstaff, Guy of Warwick, &C. and the more 
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general, Druid's Head, Crusader, &c. At Paris we 
find H ~ Jeanne d' Arc," and ,,~ la Pucelle d'Orleans." 

CLASS IV. Many signs are emhlematical of Inns, 
and allusive to drinking. Of the more obvious class 
it will be sufficient to name the Grapes, the Vine, the 
Three Tuns, the Puncheon, the Barleymow, the 
Leather Bottle, the Fountain, and the Punch-bowl, 
with the more modem Canteen, Free Butt, Malt and 
Hops, and others even less classical than these. Some 
others need explanation, particularly the following :-

, The Devil and tke Bag 0' Nai18.' This singularly un
classical sign had a very classical origin. At Pimlico, 
a century since, existed a device appropriate enough 
for a tavern, namely, 'Pan and the Bacchanals j' but 
the painting having become almost obliterated by the 
weather, only faint traces of the Arcadian deity re
mained, and these were not unnaturally mistaken for 
the lineaments of Satan j while the votaries of Bacchus 
became, by a different process (which has certainly 
something demoniacal about it), a bag of nai181 

A writer in the Gentleman's Magazine,* in spite of 
the above fact, suggests, "that the Bag 0' Nails, instead 
of being a corruption, was a figure of rhetoric; the bag 
of nails originally represented on a sign being intended, 
by the erudite landlord, to be read Bacckana18; though, 
as has been the case with more important hiero,. 
glyphics, the signification was doomed to perish, while 
the figure remained. 'Sic,' he wittily adds, 'Sic 
transit gloria pundil' II Some years ago an iron
monger in Goswell street, in a matter-of-fact spirit, 
adopted the Bag of Nails as the sign of his establish
ment. 

* Vol. lxxxviii, i, p. 296. 

Digitized by Google 



INN SIGNS. 147 

, The Devil and Punchbowl' was probably a Baccha
. nalian figure with his wine-cup. 

, The OhefJ'lUJ'l'8.' There are some inns known by 
this sign; but the chequered square painted upon the 
doorpost is common to many inns bearing a more spe
cific one. The chequer occurs on an inn in the ruins 
of Pompeii, indicating, as Brand * thinks, that some 
game analogous to draughts or chess might be played 
within. In medieval times Le Ohequer occurs as a 
sign. t Fosbroke adds, that it was "the external de
notement of au ale-house, even so lately as 1700,"
he might have said till our own times. 

A foolish notion regarding this sign has found its 
way into some respectable publications; namely, that 
the chequers represent the arms of the antient Earls' 
of Warenne, who it is asserted possessed, in or soon 
after the time of William Rufus, the exclusive right of 
granting licences for the sale of beer. It .would be 
very difficult, I think, to produce the charter by which 
this important right was acquired; besides which, the 
de Warenne arms were ' chequy, or and azure,' while in 
the ale-house chequers the prevailing tincture is red. 

The ' Red Lattice' seems to be identical with the 
chequers. It is repeatedly referred to by our old 
dramatists. In the 'Miseries of Inforced Marriage,' 
1607, we read-

" 'Tis treason to the red liJltiel, enemy to the lign.poet ;" 

and in ' Arden of Faversham,' 1592-
" Hi. sign pulled down, his liJltice home away;" 

and again in ' Antonio and Melida,' 1683-
" As well known by my wit, as an ale·house by a red liJltice." 

• Popular Antiq., ii, 215; edit. Sir H. lUlls. t ADgUa Sacra, i, 1.3 • 
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In the 'Christmass Ordinary/ 1682-

"Where Red Lettice doth shine, 
'Tis an outward sign 

Good ale is a traffic within." 
Pop. 4fllig., ii, 217-18. 

In the further progress of corruption, lattice and 
lettice became lettuce, and the Red and even the Green 
Lettuce still figure as inn signs. 

-t The Buak.' 

" Good wine needs no lJuA."-Old Prot1ef'fI. 

"I rather will take down my lJuA and rigr&, 
Than live by means of riotous expense." 

Good Newe. tJRd Bad, &c., 1622. 

The 'bush,' like the chequers and the lattice, was 
rather a. general denotation of the trader in liquors 
than a specific sign, which, however, in many instances, 
it became. In former times, a bush or a besom affixed 
to any article denoted its vendibility. The top-mast 
of a ship or boat for sale is so decorated to this day, 
and in some country fairs, horse-dealers and others put 
a bough upon the heads of the animals they wish to 
dispose of. With regard to inns, the bush may have 
a classical allusion to the ivy-lJuak, sacred to Bacchus. 
Old Braithwaite dedicates his 'Strappado for the 
Divell' to Bacchus, whom he styles" sole soveraigne 
of the ivy-lJuak, prime founder of red letticea !". 

In some remote villages we occasionally meet with 
a birch broom affixed to the top of the May-pole in 
front of a way-side hostelry, reminding us of a passage 
in Dekker's 'Wonderful Yeare'-" Spied a bush at 
the end of a pole, the auncient badge of a co~try 

• Pop. Antiq., ii, 216. 

_._ ____ _ ___ Digitized~ Googk . . L ) 



-INN SIGNS. 149 

ale-house." But this relic of antiquity is fast dis
appearing. 

Sometimes the innkeeper indicated his calling by 
Several of the above emblems in combination. In the 
'Compleat Vintner,' 1720, we read-

.. Wi~hout there hangs a noble sign, 
Where golden Grapes in image shine
To crown the BUlh a little punch. 
gut Bacchus, dangling of a bunch, 
Sits loftily enthroned upon 
What'8 call'd (in miniature) a tun." 

Pop. Antig., ii, 218. 

"The owner of the Mourning Bush in Aldersgate 
was 80 affected at the decollation of Charles I," sa.ys 
Fosbroke, tI that he painted his bush black." 

I have in a.nother place alluded to the occasional 
use of rebuaea as inn signs. I may here add to those 
before enumerated, the Bolt (or arrow) and Ton, the 
device of prior Bolton, and the Hat and Ton, that of 
the Hattons. 

A word may be said here on the absurd combina
tiona sometimes met with in inn signs • 

.. I'm amazed a~ ~he sign8 
As I pus through the town : 

To 8ee the odd mixture 
A Magpye and Crown, (vide p. 147, ante) 

The Whale and the Crow, 
The Razor and Hen, 

The Leg and Sev'n Stars, 
The Bible and Swan, 

The Iu. and the Bottle, 
The Ton and ~he Lute, (rebu8 of Luton 1) 

The Eagle and Child, (crest of Stanley,) 
The Shovel and Boot." 

Britilh Apollo. 171 O. 

7§ 
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Most if not all of these are referable to heraldry, 
but some others have a different source. The Go08e 
and Gridiron, for instance, is the Swan and Harp, in 
allusion to the fabulous musical powers of that bird; 
the Pig and Pepperho3J is a similar trave8tie of the 
Elephant and Castle; the Cat and Fiddle seems to 
have no more recondite an origin than the well
known nursery-rhyme; and the Cat and Bagpipe. 
appears to be another reading of the hare and bagpipe 
of the old illuminators. 

Of such combiuations as the Three Nuns and a 
Hare, the Cow and Hare, the Hand and Star, the Leg 
and Star, the Ship and Last, some are probably 
heraldric, and others originated, according to the Spec
tator, in the apprentice uniting, when he set up in 
trade, the sign of his master to the one of his own 
adoption.-

CLASS V. Signs, allusive to particular Trades, have 
often been transferred to inns, particularly when the 
proprietors have previously been shopkeepers. E. g !

The .Alphahet marked a stationer. 
The .Artichoke, a gardener. 
The Bee-hive was a general symbol of industry. 
The Bihle and Crown denoted a loyal bookseller. 
The Blue Last, a shoemaker. 
The Cannon, Gun, &c. a gun-founder. 

* .. It is usual for a young tradesman at hiB first Betting np, to add to 
his own sign that of the master whom he Bel'Ved; as the husband after 
marriage gives a place to his mistress's arms in his own coat. This I take 
to have given rise to many of those absurdities which are committed over 
our heads. • • • • I would establish certain rnles for the determining 
how far one tradesman may gifJe the sign of another, and in what CaBell 

he may be allowed to guarter it with his own I"-Spectator, vol. i, No. 28. 
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The COtD-leech (a provincial name), a farrier; and 
The Golden Fleece, a draper. 
The Green Man. M. Paris says, CI foresters were 

noted for setting up ale-houses; hence the Green 
Man,"* the dress of a forester being or that colour. 
At Ringmer, co. Sussex, is an inn with this sign; the 
original landlord had been the keeper of Broyle Park, 
in the vicinity. What is the meaning of Still in the 
, Green :Man and Still?' This latter sign gave rise to 
the following witticism: Mr. Jekyll meeting his friend 
Lord Erskine, said, CI May I congratulate you, my lord, 
on having the green ribbon?" "Yes," replied his 
lordship, CI yet I am the same man still." " Then," 
rejoined the humorous barrister, "it will be a most 
evident Bign of your deserts, and therefore you must be 
the Green Man and Still I " 

The HarrOtD, Plough, &C. marked a husbandman. 
The Hand and Shear" a tailor. . 
The Old Ship, Old Sheer Hulk, Ship and Shovel, 

Schooner, Cutter; a sailor. In these and some other 
cases the signs seem to have been devised with a view 
to attract a particular class of customers. t 

The Sugar Loaf, a grocer. 
The Woolpack, a wool-stapler. 
The Windmill, a miller. 
It is unnecessary to multiply instances. 

CLASS VI. Inn Signs referring to Sports and Pas
times are of frequent occurrence. 

The Anglers, for the accommodation of the disciple. 
'of Izaac Walton. 

Bugle HfYI'n, in hunting districts. 

* FOib. Encyc., p. 502. t Vide Vol. I, p. 201. 
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Bat and Bal', for cricketers. The landlord origi
nally a distinguished' batter' or 'bowler.' 

Bella. Three, Five, Six, Eight, Bells, &c. The 
peculiarly English pastime of ringing has originated 
this class of signs. . The number generally corresponds 
with that of the peal of some neighbouring churcn. 
The Blue Bell is probably heraldric. 

Dog and Duck-in fen countries where the pastime 
of duck-shooting prevails. 

Dog and Bear. This sign refers to a cruel but 
now obsolete sport which was much practised in the 
middle ages. 

Huntsman, in hunting districtsloften kept by the 
Hare and Hounds, 5 local huntsman. 
Kentish Cricketers. Kent has long been famous for 

this amusement. 
Wrestlers, in Cornwall and elsewhere. 

CLASS VII. Miscellaneous. 
Sometimes houses of entertainment bear the names 

of neighbouring objects, as the Castle, the Bridge, the 
Pier, the Gate, the Yew Tree, Kit's Coty House (near 
Rochester), close to the singular cromlech so called. 
Chalk Farm, at the place so called, near London, &C. 

Sometimes local and historical events are referred 
to, as the Conqueror and South Saxon at Hastings, 
the Royal Oak, &c. 

Some signs are national, as the Albion, the 'Bri
tannia, the Old England, the Union; others senti
mental, as the Fortune of War, the Hope, the 
Perseverance, the Providence, the Good· Intent. These 
are all modern. Many such signs occur at Paris, 
as "a Ia Fidtilite," "a l' Activite," "a la Verite," 
" a l'Esp6rance," &C. 
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Low humour has given rise to many, as the Good 
Woman, i. e. a headless woman i the Labour in Vain, 
a man attempting to wash a Blackmoor white-the 
Paris version of it is, " au temps perdu i" and the Three 
Loggerheads, two only being painted on the sign, while 
the spectator completes the trio I 

I have incidentally mentioned several singular and 
ludicrous corruptions in inn signs; two others of fami
liar name deserve especial notice, viz. the Bull and 
Mouth, and the Bell Savage. The former is exhibited 
as a bull standing by the side of a monstrous human 
mouth, whereas the object primarily intended was the 
mouth or harbour of Boulogne, a compliment, as Mr. 
Roby supposes, to Henry VIII, who took that port 
in 1544.* 

The Bell Savage was represented as a large church 
bell and a savage man. According to the Spectator, 
'la belle sauvage' was the heroine of an antient 
French romance, which told the story of a beautiful 
lady found in a forest in a wild or savage state t; but 
Mr. Roby asserts that the inn and its court-yard were 
denominated from one t Isabella Savage,' a lady who 
once possessed these premises and conveyed them to 
the Cutlers' Company. This statement is as far from 
the truth as the other, without the merit of being so 
picturesque, since the real donor of the property was a 
Mrs. Craitborne, whose portrait is still preserved at 
Cutlers' Hall, in Cloak lane.t 

* Gent. Mag., April 1818. 
t Vol. i, No. 28. 
:t Tavern Anecdotes, p. 70. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON CHRISTIAN NAMES. 

jotting down a few notes on personal 
or inditJidual names, it is not my in
tention to wander far into the mazes 
of etymology. A host of writers have 
already employed their pens upon this 
subject, and perhaps few topics could 

be named upon which an equal amount of false reason
ing has been employed. It is a field in which inge
nuity may revel ad lilJitum, but one which yields little 
solid or satisfactory fruit. The origin of Surnames, 
belonging as it does to comparatively recent periods 
of the world's history, is of easy ascertainment as con
trasted with that of our personal nomenclature which 
belongs in general to remote ages, to rude states of 
social existence, and to a great variety of languages, 
whose beginnings are themselves shrouded in mystery. 
To support a favourite theory, the most absurd and 
far-fetched etymons have often been sought out, and, 
according to the bias of each several investigator, the 
Oriental, the Classical, or the Northern languages 
have respectively been made the chief sources of all 
existing appellations of this class. One writer insists 
upon a particular name being from the Hebrew; 
another asserts that it is archaic Greek; while a third 
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is quite confident that it is Celtic or Teutonic; and it 
has even been attempted to prove, from the names of 
the earliest patriarchs of mankind, that the primeval 
language of our race was Hebrew, or German, or 
Welsh I It will therefore be obvious to the most un
initiated in these matters, that anything like a general 
view of Christian names, like that which I have at
tempted in these volumes to give of family names, 
would abound with tJetl/atm qtUBBtioneB foreign both to 
the scope of my abilities and to the design and purport 
of my undertaking. 

Christian names are so called from their having 
originally been given to converts at baptism as sub
stitut~s for their former Pagan appellatives, many of 
which were borrowed from the names of their gods, 
and therefore rejected as profane. After the general 
introduction of Christianity, the epithet was still re
tained, because the imposition of names was ever con
nected with the earliest of its sacred rites. It is, 
nevertheless, most incorrect; since the majority of the 
personal names of modern times are borrowed from 
sources unconnected with Christianity. With what 
propriety can we call Hercules and Diana, AugustUs 
and Julia, or even Henry and Caroline, Christian 
names? 

U nti! about the commencement of the seventeenth 
century, no material change in the designations of 
Englishmen had occurred since the days of the earlier 
Edwards, when surnames were generally adopted. John 
de la Barre, it is true, had become plain John Barr, 
and Roger atte Hylle had softened to Roger Hill, but 
still the principle of a single Christian name and 
a single surname had been maintained throughout. 
About the period alluded to, the innovation of a second 
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penona! name occurs, though but very rarely. The prac
tice was imported from the Continent, where it seems 
to have originated among the literati in imitation of 
the tria nomina of antiquity. The accession of the 
many-named house of Brunswick may be said to have 
rendered it somewhat fashionable; and during the last 
century it has become every year more common. Should 
the fashion continue, it is probable that at the close of 
the nineteenth century it will be as difficult to find a 
binominated person in this country, as it is in France 
at the present day. 

Another innovation belongs to the seventeenth cen
tury; I mean the use of some family name as ~ bap
tismal appellation, as Gouldsmith Hodgson, Boscawen 
Lower, Cloudesley Shovel. This practice as well as the 
other is, I think, highly to be commended, as serving 
to identify the individual with the designation. The 
genealogist will at once see its utility; and I would 
again suggest to parents the desirableness of inserting 
the maternal family name between the '[YI'oper name of 
baptism and the surname, as James Morton Wilson, 
Henry Smith Bradley. I would indeed go further, 
and add the maiden family name of the wife to the 
surname of the husband; thus, if a Charles Harrison 
married a Mary Bradshawe, they should thereupon 
write themselves respectively Charles Bradshawe-Har
rison and Mary Bradshawe-Harrison. It Vanity uniteS 
in the same escutcheon the arms of the wife with those 
of her lord, ought not Affection in like manner to blend 
their names? This usage is voluntarily followed at 
Geneva and in many provinces of France; and it 
serves to distinguish the bachelor from the married 
man. 

In some districts, where a family name was originally 
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applied at the font instead of the usual James, Peter, 
or John, that family name has come to be regarded as 
a regular Christian name. For example: about Lewes, 
Tray ton is fully as common as Samuel, Nicholas, 
Alfred, or any name occupying the second rank in 
point of frequency, and only less usual than Henry, 
William, and John. In the sixteenth century a family 
of this name, from Cheshire, settled at Lewes, and 
continued to reside there for several successive genera.
tions, during the latter part of which period they be
came so popular that a host of children received the 
baptismal name of Trayton in compliment to them. 
The spirit of imitation succeeded; and there are at the 
present day scores of Tray tons, who have neither any 
idea of the origin of their name, nor any doubt of its 
being as orthodo/IJ as the very common appellatives 
above alluded to. 

There are some singular superstitions regarding the 
imposition of baptismal names. The peasantry of Sussex 
believe that if a child receive a name previously given 
to a deceased brother or sister, it will also die at an 
early age. It is deemed lucky to bear a Christian name 
with the same initial as that of the surname, as Reuben 
Russell, Samuel Smith, Peter Pierpoint. In some parts 
of Ireland it is a commonly received notion, that by 
giving a child the name of one of its parents, the life 
of that parent is abridged I In Esthonia many parents 
give their children the names of Adam and Eve, think
ing thereby to ensure for them a long life. In Ca
tholic countries the imposition of a saint's name is 
supposed to bespeak. his or her patronage for the name
sake. 

We have seen, in Chapter XIII, that the ChristiaIi. 
name, once imposed, cannot be altered at the option of 
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the bearer, as the surname may j at least not without 
the sanction of episcopal authority. Towards the close 
of the last century, Sir William Bridges, of Goodneston, 
Bart., exchanged the name of William for that of 
Brooke, by license from the Archbishop of Canterbury ;* 
but this is almost a solitary instance in modern times, 
as the occasion for it rarely arises. Before the Reforma
tion, the unauthorized change of a Christian name was 
a grave offence. It is recorded in the consistorial acts 
of the Bishop of Rochester, that on Oct. 15, 1515, one 
Agnes Sharpe appeared and confessed that she had " of 
her own motion and consent, voluntarily changed, at 
confirmation, the name of her infant son to Edward, 
who was when baptized named Henry, for which she 
submitted to penance." The penance enjoined was 
to make a pilgrimage to the famous Rood of Grace, at 
the neighbouring abbey of Boxley, and to carry in 
procession, on five Lord's days, a lighted taper which 
she was to offer to the image of the Blessed Virgin. t 

Christian names, as well as Surnames, are often 
exposed to most ludicrous corruptions. A good story, 
in point, is told by 'the Doctor.' "A gentleman, 
called Anketil Gray, had occasion for the certificate of 
his baptism: it was known at what church he had 
been baptized, but on searching the register there, no 
such name could be found j some mistake was pre
sumed, therefore, not in the entry, but in the recol
lection of the parties, and many other registers were 
examined without success. At length the first register 
was again referred to, and then upon a closer inves-

* This is contradicted in Courthope's Debrett, 1836, where the arch
bishop'. power to change a name is denied. 

t Betbam's Baronetage, vol iii, p. 196. 
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tigation, they found him entered as MUB Ann Kettle 
Grey !* 

The imposition of baptismal names has freque;ntly 
been influenced by some whim of the parents. At 
Charlton, co. Kent, three female children, produced at 
one birth, received the names of Faith, Hope, and 
Charity. A peasant, residing in a village on the South 
DOWDS, in Sussex, once presented an infant at the 
font, and desired the officiating minister to give him 
the name of "Acts." The clergyman, puzzled at the 
suggestion of so strange a name, inquired how it was 
spelt, and whence it had been selected. The honest 
man replied that it was a Scripture name, and as his 
four former children bore the names of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, he should like to have this 
one christened "Acts I" The intention was, however, 
overruled, and a more regular appellation conferred. 
Unfortunately for the poor child, the circumstance was 
not forgotten in his after li.fe; and as he had two 
younger brothers, named respectively Richard and 
Thomas, the roguish urchins of the village used to 
annoy the whole family by the following rigmarole: 

"Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
Acta o'POItles, Dick, and Tom I" 

While we possess 80 great a variety of excellent 
Christian names, it is astonishing that so few should 
be in ordinary use. The common English dictionaries 
contain lists of about 250 male and 130 female names; 
but out of these not more than about twenty or thirty 
for each sex can be called at all usual. Nearly a 

* Report on Parochial Registration. 
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ftrHiles may be 
Jameses, or 

ltieltards. If, in adilitiUH 
·rate the Fredericks, the Edwards, the Josephs, the 
Charleses, the Matthews, the Nicholases, the Peters, 
the Philips, the Stephens, the Roberts, the Alfreds, 
and the Walters, nine-tenths of our" mankind" will 
be found upon the muster-roll, and only a tithe will 

£inswer to the Ieee often much 
and euphoniullfii, 

Ufiifi%:nine our female E~rrive at a very 
Mary, Anne, Eliza, Sarah, 

universal, whik fii{,z,Ykktd rank Cathe-
rine, Emma, Frances (or Fanny), H~ah, Harriet, 
Ellen, Lucy, Maria, Martha, Sophia, and two or three 
others, bear sway. 

The dread of singularity seems to be the principal 
motive for thus restricting our personal nomenclature. 

we shrink from fiiuch noble ap-
Alexander, Albsin, Arthur, Bel'-

Clement, Ethelbert, 
Godfrey, Leonard, 

ltlE,rmaduke, Olivz:,{ Reginald, 
Roger, Roland, Sylvester, Theobald, Urban, Valentine, 
and Vincent, which have one or all of the attributes of 
euphony, of a good etymology, and of interesting his
torical associations? And why, again, should we deny 
to the gentler sex the graceful designations of Agnes, 

Ambella, Beatrix, Bbnche, Cecilia, 
Gertrude, (Ju:l1drada, Isabel, 
Maud, Ursula, and 

of our nomul1eli3Jul'u UlfPHld be greatly 
the judicious the Christian 
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name to the Surname. When the latter is a mono
syllable, the former should be long. Nothing can 
reconcile the tasteful ear to such curt names as Job 
Guy, Luke Pont, Mark Sharpe, Ann Foote, Jane Fox; 
while Cecilia Guy, Arabella Pont, and Christopher 
Sharpe, are far from despicable. For the most part 
Old Testament names should be avoided as defective 
in euphony, and inharmonious with English family 
names. Isaac Newton and Samuel Johnson, divested 
of their associations with the men, would sound as 
harshly as Ezekiel Briggs or Daniel Perkins. The 
female names are still less musical j nothing could 
reconcile us to Ruth Brett, or Rebecca Dickenson, or 
Dinah Winterbotham. To prove that the unpleasant 
effect produced by such combinations does not result 
from the surnames selected, let us substitute appel
lations which are unexceptionable, and the result will 
be even worse-for example: Ruth Pelham I Rebecca 
Howard! I Dinah Neville!!! Care should also be. 
taken to avoid the combination of a classical Christian 
name with a surname of decidedly Teutonic origin, 
Agatha Newton, does not sound 80 well as Agatha 
Cecil, nor Augustus Hartley so well as Augustus 
Romayne. Here again the cacophony does not resu1t 
from the surname, for, to my ear at least, Bertha 
Newton and Roger Hartley are better names than the 
othEtr two. 

Some parents exercise their ingenuity in selecting 
for their children a Christian name un susceptible of 
the nicking or abbreviating process, thinking with Doctor 
Dove that rr it is not a good thing to be Tom'd or 
Bob'd, Jack'd or Jim'd, Sam'd or Ben'd, Natty'd or 
Batty'd, Neddy'd or Teddy'd, Will'd or Bill'd, Dick'd 
or Nick'd, Joe'd or Jerry'd, as you go through the 
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world." By the way, that eminent worthy entertained 
no such repugnance to the feminine alitu; for "he 
always used either the baptismal name 01" its substitute 
as it happened to suit his fancy, careless of what others 
might do. Thus he never called any woman Muy, 
though Mare, he said, being the sea, was in many 
respects too emblematic of the sex. It was better to 
use a synonyme of better omen, and Molly was there
fore preferred as being soft. If he accosted a vixen 
of that name in her wont temper, he MollyJied her ! 
On the contrary, he never could be induced to sub
stitute Sally for Sarah. Sally, he said, had a salacious 
sound, and moreover it reminded him of rovers, which 
women ought not to be. Martha he called Patty, 
because it came pat to the tongue. Dorothy remained 
Dorothy, because it was neither fitting that women 
should be made Dolls nor I-dols I Susan with him 
was always Sue, because women were to be Sue-ed, 
and Winifred, Winny, because they were to be won.". 

• The Doctor, voL w. 
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A LIST 
O~ 

SIXTY OF THE MOST COMMON SURNAMES 
Ilf 

ENGLAND AND WALES, 

SHOWING AGAINST EACH SU:aNAJlE TilE NUIIBE:a OJ' BI:aTHS, DEATHS, 

AND IIA:aBIAGEB OJ' PE:&80NS BEA:aING IT, BEGIBTE:aED IN ONB 

YEA:a; VIZ. BETWEBN JULY 1, 1837, AND JUNE SO, 1838, BOTH nr. 
CLUSIVB.* 

r.===~~I3HIS document, which has been kindly 
forwarded to me byW. H. W. Tithe
ridge, Esq., is a curious piece of sta
tistics, and may afford gratification to 
those who have done me the honour 
to peruse these volumes. An analysis 

of it might not be unworthy of attention, but as it 
only reached me on the eve of publication, I must 
content myself with a few general observations. 

First, it will be seen that our old friends the &nit"" 
maintain their character for numerousness, no less than 
5588 having been added by birth in a single year, 
while only 4044 have died, leaving a clear gain of 
1544 I The Jone6ea present us with 5353 new speci
mens of their race, the Browns with 2366, and the 
Robinaona with 1455. The two latter, it may be 
remarked, have lost somewhat of their popularity, 

* Extracted from the Index. in the General Register Ollice. 
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being totally eclipsed by the Taylors (2647) and the 
Williamses (3490). The Davieses (2252) and the 
Thomases (2236) nearly equal the Browns, while they 
clearly exceed the Robinsons. This, however, is mainly 
owing to the Welsh, whose paucity of surnames gives 
the preponderance in all the cases alluded to except 
the Taylors, who are now fairly entitled to stand third, 
if not second, in the list of strictly English family 
names. 

2. Of the 60 names shown in this document to be 
the most numerous, 59 are of indigenous growth. The 
only foreign one is that of Marshall, and it is highly 
curious that it occupies the lowest place on the list, 
having yielded but 598 new individuals within the 
year. 

3. Not one local surname of the first class occurs 
among the sixty j of the second, Green, Halt, Hill, and 
Wood, with Lee, Moore, and Shaw, fully sustain their 
numerosity. 

4. The surnames derived from Christian or personal 
names, are, of course, in an overwhelming majority. 
The limited number of surnames in Wales, above 
alluded to, contributes largely to this result. 

5. Of names derived from employments (whether 
official or manual), Baker, Clark, Cooper, TUrner, 
Walker, Ward, and Wright, occupy (next to Smith and 
Taylor) the highest place. Of Kings, 883 arrived in 
these realms, while 789 were deposed by the grim 
monarch, before whom 

.. Sceptre and crown must tumble down, 
And in the dust be equal made 
With the poor crooked scythe and spade." 

Lastly, although the surnames derived from personal 
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and moral qualities are exceedingly numerous, only three 
-Browne, Mitchell, and White-claim a place among 
the mighty sixty. 

II. 

Adams 
Allen 
Bailey 
Baker 
Bennett 
Brown • 
Carter 
Chapman 
Clark. 
Clarke 
Cook. 
Cooper 
Davies 
Davis 
Edwards 
Evans 
Green 
Gri1Iiths 
Hall • 
Hani, • 
Harrison 
Hill 
Hnghes 
Hunt 
Jackson 
James • 
Johnson 
Jones 
King. 
Lee 
Lewis 
Marshall 
Martin 
Mitchell 
Moore 

Births. 

598 
886 
711 

1,033 
673 

2,366 
753 
624 

1,096 
785 
910 

1,103 
2,252 
1,049 
1,110 
1,983 
1,333 

686 
1,347 
1,127 
1,072 
1,182 
1,280 

634 
1,300 

967 
1,476 
5,353 

883 
750 

1,278 
598 
942 
620 
837 

Death •• Marriagee. 

510 368 
771 459 
555 378 
839 513 
620 408 

1,972 1,247 
668 461 
512 370 
952 635 
792 468 
742 483 
950 640 

1,900 1,437 
1,038 574 
1,065 822 
J,762 1,185 
1,117 662 

667 448 
1,131 749 
1,005 639 

856 574 
989 685 

1,131 769 
509 332 

1,058 682 
739 503 

1,386 881 
4,610 3,466 

789 484 
626 439 

1,066 790 
430 379 
806 524 
509 351 
677 471 

8 
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Mii,?:::~~ 

Morri~ 

Parker 
Phillips 
Price 
Richg:::~ 

Richiifiziifiii 
Robe'?ii 
Robinson 
Rogers 
Scott 
Shaw 
Smith 
Tayliit 
Thomas . 
Thompson 
Turner 
Walk~ii 

Ward 
\Vatiiii 
White 
Williams 
Wilson 
Wood 
Wrigdt 

COMMON SURNAliES. 

d25 
i%41 
824 
769 
789 
£J24 
742 

1,730 
1,455 1,223 

618 541 

684 606 

i38 
£i,;i88 4,<547 

:::,£547 2,:::7::: 

2,236 l,i:£2 

1,192 1,000 

1,217 1,011 

[ii:::24 1,070 

:::85 
792 

:2,249 1,:2H, 

3,490 3,002 

1,406 1,161 

1,328 1,101 

Totals 

543 
553 
471 
482 
497 
436 
437 

1,040 
877 
396 
383 
431 

3,00l) 
1,518 
1,300 

682 
680 
754 
522 
424 
722 

2,251 
832 
748 
729 

44,989 



INTRODUCTION. 

HAVE already mentioned this cele
brated document, and I cannot better 
introduce it to the reader than by 
a quotation from Noble's curious and 
valuable It Dissertation on the various 
Changes in the Families of England 

since the Conquest," prefixed to his C History of the 
College of Arms :' 

cc Those who had fought under the ducal banners 
[at Hastings] took every possible means to have their 
names well known and remembered hy future ages, not 
only because they and their descendants would by it 
be enabled to plead for favours from the reigning 
family, and an assuring to themselves the estates they 
had gained, but also from the pride inherent in human 
nature as founders of families in a country they had 
won by their prowess. For these reasons the name of 
every person of any consideration was written upon a 
Roll, and hung up in the Abbey of Battel.· 

* William ordered the erection of a monaatery on the very spot where 
he had gained that decisive victory which gave him the crown of England, 
from which circumstance it wu called Baltel ..tllilev. 
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]68 ROLL OF BATTEL ABBEY: 

" As the persons there mentioned were the patriarchs 
of most of the English gentry for many ages, and of 
many of our chief nobility of the present day, it will 
not be improper to examine into the authenticity of 
this roll of names; for different authors have given, 
some a greater, and some a less, number. As to the 
orthography, it is of little consequence j the spelling 
of names was not at that time, nor for many ages after
wards, fixed; everyone writing them as he pleased. 

" Grafton, in his 'Chronicle,' has given very many 
names, which he received from Clarenceux, king at 
arms, and out of John Harding's 'Chronicle,' with 
others. Holinshed mentions upwards of six hundred; 
Stowe, in his 'Chronicle,' only four hundred and seven; 
Thomas Scriven, Esquire, still fewer. Fuller, in his 
'Church History,' has copied them, but he does not 
mention who Mr. Scriven was, nor from whence that 
gentleman took them. Foxe, in his 'Acts and Monu
ments,' has also given in a list of the names of Wil
liam's officers and great men; but these, Fuller thinks, 
were not collected by Foxe. This catalogue of names 
is valuable, however, because the initials of the Chris
tian names are given. The great difference made in 
these collections, naturally leads us to suspect that 
many omissions are made in some, and that numbers of 
names have been put into others to please individuals. 
Sir William Dugdale openly accuses the monks of 
Battel of flattery, from having inserted the names of 
persons whose ancestors were never at the Conquest. 
Guilliam Tayleur, a Norman historian, who could not 
have had any communication with the monks of Battel, 
has also published the muster-roll, which was called 
over after the battle of Hastings."· 

... .. The day after the battel, very early in the morning, Odo, Bishop 
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INTRODUCTION. 169 

In the foregoing enumeration of the copies of this 
famous Roll, the writer does not mention Leland's 
copy, nor that of Dugdale. It is remarkable that al
though many, perhaps the majority, of the names oCcur 
in all the copies, others occur in one or two only; and 
the difference between the copies is such as to J."ender 
all attempts at collation useless. As my object is to 
give names said to have been introduced into this 
country by the Norman Conquest, rather than a critical 
inquiry into the authenticity of the several lists, I shall 
lay before the reader three of the latter, namely, those 
of Leland, Holinshed, and Foxe, adding, en passant, 
such notes and observations as may seem useful in illus
tration of the subject. 

The original RoLL, compiled by the monks of Batte 1, 
was hung up in their monastery, beneath the following 
Latin verses: 

.. Didtur a bello, .ellum lOCUli ~fc, quia bello 
.Iligmae flicti, lIunt ~ic in mom relicti : 
flIlartprill in ~rillti ullto cecilJne €alixti: 
IIexalmUll nat lIextull millellimull annuli 
€um pneunt !lnlli lIulla monlltranu cometa." 

Id est, 
"This place is called Battel, because the English, 

slain in war, were here left dead. They fell on the 

of Baieux, Bung maBie for those that were departed. The duke after that, 
desirous to know the estate of hiB battell, and what people he had therein 
lost and were Blaine, he caused to eome unto him a clerk, that bad written 
their nameB when they were embarked at S. Valeries, and eommanded 
him to call them all by their names, who called them that had bin at the 
batten, and puBed the BeU with Duke WiUiBm."-JoAn ForJ:t, Act. and 
MOIl. 
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170 ROLL OP BATTEL ABBEY: 

day of the feast of Christ's martyr, Calixtus. It was 
the year one thousand and sixty-six when the English 
perished, a great comet being visible at the time." (?) 

A metrical English version of these verses was for
merly inscribed on a tablet in the parish church of 
Battel. 

.. ttl)fll plaer of luar ill .atut taUell, betaufle in baittt ~m, 
auiu tonquerell anb obntbrolun ~e I!nJrl~ nation _e; 
t:f)ill IIlaugbm bappmell to tf)em upon lit. €elitt'lIl1ll!t 
€be pear lubereof (1066) ~ill nwnber lI4tf) anap." 

Of the history of the Roll subsequently to the disso
lution of the monastery nothing certain is known. 
Three months after the surrender of the abbey, the 
site and lands were given by Henry VIII to Sir 
Anthony Browne, ancestor of the Viscounts Montague. 
This family sold the mansion, with its appurtenances, 
to Sir Thomas Webster, Bart. (whose descendants still 
possess it), and resided afterwards at their other seat, 
Cowdray House near Midhurst, and thither this famous 
document was probably camed.* Cowdray was de
stroyed by fire in 1793, when the Roll is presumed to 
have perished, with everything else of value which that 
lordly edifice contained. 

* Gleanings respecting Battel Abbey. 
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I.tlanb'~ ~OpJ]. 

THB p:refe:rence ought unquestionably to be con
ceded to this copy. John Leland saw and transcribed 
the original; and in the notes to his transcript he 
notices some particular points marked upon the Roll, 
which he also transfe:rs to his copy. The:re seems to 
be ap. attempt to arrange the names in such a manne:r 
as to make the last syllable of the second pai:r :rhyme 
with that of the first, and also to produce alliteration 
in the pairs, e. g. 

"Perera et Poleville, 
BriauDIOn et Baskeville." 

Aumarill et Deyncourt. 
Bertrem et Buttencourt, 
Baird et BiCord. 
Bardolf et Basset, 
Deyville et Darcy. 
Pygot et Percy. 
Gurney et Greilly. 
Tregos et Trylly, 
Camoys et Cameville. 
Bautein et Banville. 
Warenne et Wauncy. 
Chauunt et Chauncy. 

Loveyne et Lucy. 
Graunson et Tracy. 
Mohaud et Mooun. * 
Bigot et Brown. t 
Marney et Maundeville. 
Vipont et Umfreville. 
Mauley et Meneville. 
Burnel et Buttevillain. 
Malebuche et Malemayn. 
Morteyn et Mortimer. 
Comeyn et Columber. 
St. Cloyis et St. Clere.: 

* This may have been the origin of Moor&. 
t This name occurs in most copies of the Roll, but it would seem to be 

u. interpolation, un1eu, indeed, it be an English spelling of the French 
BrIm. 

t Some of the N01'lIllDJ "I&ft'ecting religion took the name of some 
Saint."-Noble, pp. 6, 7. 
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172 ROLL OP BATTEL ABBEY: 

Otinel et St. Thomer, 
.. * 

Gorgeise et Gower, 
Bruys et Dispenser, 
Lymesey et Latymer, 
Boys et Boteler, 
Fenes et Filebert, 
Fitz-Roger et Fitz-Robert, 
Martine et Muse, 
St. Ligiere et Quyncy. 
Crieketot et Creveeuer, 
Morley et Moundeville, 
Baillol et Boundeville, 
Estraunge et Estoteville, 
Mowbray et Morville, 
Viez et Vinoun, 
Audele et Aungeloun, 
Vausteneys et Wauille, 
Soueheville Coudrey et Colle-

ville, 
Ferera et Foleville, 
Briaunson et Baskeville, 
Nenera et Nereville, 
Chaumberlayne et Chaumbe-

roun, 
Fitz-Walter et Werdoun, 
Argenteyn et Avenele, 
Ros et Ridel, 
Hastingt et HaulIey, 
Merkenfell et Mourreis, 

* Sic cum duobns punctis. 

Fitz-Phillip et Filiot • 
Takel et Talbot 
Lenias et Leveeot, 
Fourbeville et Tipitot, 
Saunzauer et Saundford, 
Montague et Mountford. 
Fomeux'et Furnivaus. 
Valence et Vaux, 
Clerevals et Clarel, 
Dodingle et Darel, 
Mantelent et Maudiet. 
Chapes et Chaudut, 
Cauntelow et Coubray. 
Sainet Tese et Saunay. 
Braund et Baybof, 
Fitz-Alayne et Gilebof, 
Maunys et Maulos, 
Power et Panel, alias Paignel, 
Tuehet et Trusselle, 
Peehe et Peverelle, 
Daubenay et Deverelle, 
Sainet Amande et Adryelle, 
Ryvera et Ryvel, 
Loveday et Lovel, 
Denyas et Dinel, 
Mountburgh et Mounsorel, 
Maleville et Malet, 
Newmareh et Newbet, 
Corby et Corbet, 
Mounfey et Mountfiehet, 

t This name would seem to be of the local kind, and was probably 
borrowed from Hastings in Sussex. This, however, is no argument against 
the Norman origin of thil celebrated family, as lome Norman grandees 
took the names of the aeiguories given them by the Conqueror. 
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Gaunt et Garre. 
Maleberge et Marre. 
Geneville et Guard. 
Someray et Howarde. 
Perot et Pykard. 
Chaundoys et Chaward. 
De la Hay et Haunsard. 
Mussegros et Musard. 
Maingun et Mountravers. 
Fovecourt et Feniers. 
Vesay et Verders. 
Brabason et Bevers. 
Challouns et Chaleys. 
Maihermer et Muschet. 

* 

Neville et Newburgh. 
Fitz-William et Wateville. § 
De la Launde et Del Isle. 
Sorel et Somery. 
St. John et St. lory. 
Wavile et Warley. 
De la Pole et Pinkeney. 
Mortivaus et Mounthensey. 
Crescy et Courteny. 
St. Leo et Lascey. 
Bavent et Bassey. 
Lascels et Lovein. 
Thays et Tony. 
Hurel et Husee. 
Longville et Longespe. 
De Wake et de la War. 

173 

Baus et Bluet. 
Beke et Biroune. 
Saunz Peur et Fitz Simoun. 
Gaugyt et Gobaude. 
Rugetius et Fitz-Bohant, 
Peverel-et Fitz-Payne. 

De la Marche et de Ia Marc. 
Constable et Tally. 

-ger. 
Fitz-Robert et Fitz-Aleyne. 

... t 
Souley et Soules. 
Bruys et Burgh. 

• II 
Poynce et Paveley. 
Tuk et Tany. 
Mallop et Marny. 
Paifrer et Plukenet, 
Bretoun et Blundet, 
Myriet et Morley. 
Tyriet et Turley. 

* Sic cum puneto sub poateriore parte litene m. 
t Gage? 
:t Sic cum tribus punctia. 
§ The termination ville (equivalent to our own tOfJ) was the prevalent 

one among the Normans. Noble gives the following general rule for 
ascertaining the district to which any particular name in the Roll should 
be assigned: " The Norman names end chiefly in -ville; those of Anjou 
in -lere; those of Guienne and the banks of the Garonne in -tiC; and those 
of Picardy in -cour." 

II Sic cum puneto sub posteriore l. 
8§ 
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Fryville et Fresell, 
De la River et Rive1l, 
Destranges et Delatooo, 
Perrers et Pavilloun, 
Vallonis et Vemoun, 
Grymward et Gemooo, 
Herey et Herooo, 
Verdour et Verooo, 
Dalseny et Dautre, 
Mengle et MauCe, 
Maucovenaoot et Mounpin. 

son, 
Pikard et Pinkadoun, 
Gray et Graunson, 
Diseny et Dabemoun, 
Maoun et Mainard, 
Banestre et Bekard, 
Bealum et Beaucbamp, 

. * 
Loverak et Longecbamp, 
Baudin et Bray, 
Saluayn et Say, 
Ry et Rokel, 
Fitz-Rafe et Rosel, 
Fitz-Bryan et Bracey, 
Place et Placey, 
Damary et Deveroys, 
Vavasor et Warroys, 
Perpounte et Fitz-Peria, 
Sesce et Solen, 
Navimere et Fitz-Nele, 

Waloys el Levele, 
Caumpeneys et Chaunceull, 
Malebys et Monceul, 
Thomey et Thomille, 
Wace et Wyville, 
Velroys et Wacely, 
Pugoys et Paiteny, 
GaloCer et Gubioun, 
Burdet et Baroun, 
Davarenge et DuyUy, 
Soverenge et SnyUy, 
Kymarays et Kyrie1, 
Lisours et Longvale, 
Glauncourt et Chaumont, 
Bawdewyn et Beaumont, 
Graundyn et Gerdoun, 
Blundel et Burdoun, 
Fitz-Rauft et Filiol, 
Fitz-Thomas et Tybot, 
Onatule et Cheyni, 
Maulicerer et Mooocey, 
Querru et Coigners, 
Mauclerk et Maners, 
Warde et Werlay, 
Nusetys et Merlay, 
Baray et BreteviUe, 
Tolimer et Treville, 
Blounte et Boseville, 
Liffard et Oseville, 
Benny et Boyville, 
Courson et Courtville, 

* Sic cum puncto sub posteriore parte literal III. 
t Verstegan is of opinion that the prefix I'ITZ originated in Flanders. 

It is remarkable that it is now unknown in France, and that it does not 
occur in the antient chronicles of that country. (Noble.) 
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Fitz-Maurice et St. More, 
Broth et Barbedor, 
Fitz-Hugh et Fitz-Henry, 
Fitz-Aviz et Esturmy, 
Walangay et Fitz-Warin, 
Fitz-Raynald et Rose1in, 
Baret et Boun, 
Heryce et Harecourt, 
Venables et Venour, 
Hayward* et Henour, 
Dulce et De la Laund, 
De la Valet et Veylaund, 
De la Plaunche et Puterel, 
Loring et Loterel, 
Fitz-Marmaduk et Mount-

rive!, 
Tinel et Travile, 
Byngard et Bernevale, 
La-Muile et Lownay, 
Damot et Damay, 

.. t 
Bonet et Barry, 
Avonel et St. Amary, 
Jardyn et Jay, 
Fourys et Tay, 
Aimeria et Avereris, 
Vilain et Valeria, 
Fitz-Eustace et Eustacy, 
Mauches et Massey, 
Brian et Bidin, 
Movet et St. Martine, 
Surdevale et Sengryn, 

Buscel et Bevery, 
Durant et Doreny, 
Disart et Dorynell, 
Male-Kake et Mauncel, 
Burneville et Bretville, 
Hameline et Hareville, 
De la Huse et Howel, 
Fingez et Coruyele, 
Chartres et Chenil, 
Belew et Bertine, 
Mangysir et Mauveysin, 
Angers et Angewyne. 
Tolet et Tisoun, 
}'ermbaud et Frisoun, 

.. t 
St. Barbe et Sageville, 
Vernoun et Waterville, 
Wermelay et Wamerville, 

u 
Broy et Bromeville, 

•• § 
Bleyn et Briecourt, 
Tarteray et Chercourt, 
O,sel et Olifard. 
Maulovel et Maureward. 
Kanres et Keveters. 
Lou et Lymers. 
Rysers et Reynevile, 
Busard et Belevile, 
Rivers et Ripers, 
Perechay et Perers, 
Fichent et Trivent. 

* This is evidently an English name. 
:t Sir cum duobus punctis. 

t Sic cum duobus punctis. 
§ Sic cum duobus punctis. 
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• oIt~btbJ, ~OPJ! • 

Aumarle, Bardolfe, Baloun, 
Aincourt, Basset and Beauchampe, 
Audeley, Bigot, Bray and 
Angilliam, Bohun, Bandy, 
Argentoune, Bailif, Bracy, 
Arundel, Bondevile, Boundes, 
Auenant, Brabason, Bascoun, 
Abell, Baskervile, Broilem, 
Arwerne, Bures, Broleuy, 
Aunwers, Bounilaine, Burnell, 
Angers, Bois, Bellet, 
Angenoun, Botelere, Baudewin, 
Archere, Bourcher, Burdon, 
Anuay, Brabaion, Berteuilay, 
Asperuile, Berners, Busseuille. 
Abbevile, Braibuf, Blunt, 
Andevile. Brand and Baupere. 
Amouerduile. Brouce, Bevill, 
Arcy and Burgb, Barduedor, 
Akeny. Bushy, Brette. 
Albeny, Banet, Barrett, 
Aybeuare, Blondell, Bonrett. 
Amay, Breton, Bainard, 
Aspermo1ilJld, Bluat and Barnivale, 
Amerengea. Baious, Bonett, 
Bertram, Browne, Bary, 
Buttecourt. Beke, Bryan, 
Brebus and Bikard, Bodin. 
Bysey, Banastre. Beteruile, 
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Bertin, 
Bereneulle. 
Bellew. 
Beuery. 
Bushell. 
Boranuile. 
Browe. 
Beleuers. 
Buffard. 
Bonueier. 
Botevile. 
Bellire, 
Bastard. 
Brazard, 
Beelhelme. 
Braine. 
Brent, . 
Braunch. 
Belesur. 
Blundell, 
Burdett, 
Bagott. 
Beauuise. 
Belemis. 
Beisin. 
Bemon. 
Boels. 
Belefroun. 

*' 

ROLINSRED'S COpy, 

Brutz, 
Barchampe, 
Beaumont, 
Barre. 
Camois. 
Camvile. 
Chawent, 
Cauney, 
Conderay, 
Colvile •. 
Chamberlaine, 
Chambemoun, 
Comin, 
Columber, 
Cribett, 
Creuquere, 
Corbine, 
Corbett, 
Chaundos, 
Chaworth, 
Cleremaus, 
Clarell, 
Chopis, 
Chaunduit, 
Chantelow, * 
Chamberay, t 
Cressy, 
Curtenay, 

Conestable, 
Cholmeley, 
Champney, 
Chawnos, 
Coinivile, 
Champaine, 
Careuile, 
Carbonelle, 
Charles, 
Chereberge, 
Chawnes, 
Chaumont, 
Caperoun,t 
Cheine, 
Curson, 
Couille, 
Chaiters, 
Cheines, 
Cateray. 
Cherecourt, 
Cammile, 
Clerenay, 
Curly, 
Cully. 
Clinels. 
Clifford. 
Denaville. 
Derey, 

177 

* Cantelupe? t De.la.Chambre? 
i Caperouu. The antient family of Quaife, of Kent and Sussex, have a 

tradition that their ancestor came int.o England with the Conqueror, and' 
that he was called Coife, because he wore a hood in battle instead of a 
helmet. Now CGperotm is the old French for chaperon, a hood, which 
renders it exceedingly probable that the individual named in the Roll and 
the person referred to by the tradition are identical. 
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Fleschampe. Giffard, Kaunt, 
Gurnay, Gouerges, Kane, 
Gressy, Gamagea. Karrowe, 
GraUDson, Hauteny, Keine, 
Gracy, Haunsard, Kimaronne, 
Georges, Hastings, Kiriell, 
Gower, Hanlay, Kancey, 
Gaugy, Haurel!, Kenelre. 
Goband, Husee, Loueney, 
Gray, Hercy, Lacy, 
Gaunaon, HerioUD, Linnebey, 
Golofre, Heme, Latomer, 
Gobion, Harecourt, Loveday, 
Grenay, Henoure, Lovell, 
Graunt, Houell, Lemare, 
Greile. Hamelin, Leuetot, 
Gl'enet, Harewell,* Lucy, 
Gurry, Hardell, Luny, 
Gurley, Haket, Logeuile, 
Grammori, Hamound, Longespes, 
Gemoun, Harcord. Louerace, 
Grendon, Jarden, Longecbampe. 
Gurdon. Jay, wcaleB. 
Guines, Jeniela, Louan, 
Griuel, Jerconuise, Leded, 
Greneuile, Januile, Luse. 
Glateuile, Jasperuile. Loterell, 

* From the frequent occurrence of names with such very Engliah Ol

thographies, one of two things is pretty certain. Either the monks of 
Battel introduced names of Engliah families surreptitiously to gratify the 
vanity of benefactors, or the Roll cannot have been compiled until many 
years after the foundation of the abbey, and by persons who did Dot 
undentand the French language. This remark may seem to club with a 
former note, (vide the name of Hasting in Leland's copy;) but the names 
borrowed from seignories in England, immediately after the Conquest, were 
very few in number. 
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Loruge, Montrauers, Manuile, 
Longueuale, Merke, Mangisere, 
Loy, Murres, Maumasin, 
Lorancourt, Mortiuale, Mountlouel, 
LoioU8, Monchenesey, Maurewarde, 
Limers, Mallony, Monhaut, 
Longepay, Marny, Meller, 
Laumale, Mountagu, Mountgomerie, 
LanE', Mountford, Manlay, 
Lovetot. Maule. Maularde, 
Mohant. Monthermon. Menere, 
Mowne. Musett, Martinaste, 
Maundevile. Menevile, Mainwaring. 
Marmilon. Manteuenant, Matelay. 
Moribray, Manse. Malemis, 
Morvile, Menpincoy, Maleheire. 
MineI, Maine, Moren. 
Maulay, Maniard, Melun. 
Malebrauch, Morell, Marceaus, 
MalE'maine, Mainell, Maiell, 
Mortimere. Maleluse, Morton. 
Mortimaine, Memorous, Noers, 
Muse, Morreis, Nevile. 
Marteine, Morleian, Newmarch •. 
Mountbother. Maine, Norbet, 
Mountsoler. Malevere, Norice, 
Maleuile. Mandut, Newborough, 
Malet, Mountmarten, Neiremet, 
Mourteney. Mantolet. Neile. 
Montfichet, Miners, Normavile. 
Maleherbe, Mauclerke. Nefmarche, 
Mare, Maunchenell, Nermitz. 
Musegros. Mouett, Nembrutz. 
Musarde. Meintenore, Otevell, 
Moine, Meletak. Olibef. 
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Olifant, 
Olenel, 
Oisell, 

OTITIall, 
OrioIl. 
Pigot, 
Pery, 
Pel'eponmd, 
Pershale, 
Power, 
PaneIl, 
Peche and 
PTIlley, 
Pevrell, 
Pel'ot, 
Picard, 

Pomeray, 
PTITIncTI, 
PTIeely, 
Paifrere, 

Phuars, 

Pinchard, 

Pugoy, 
Patefine, 

Pampilivun, 

Perere and 

HOLINSHED'S COPY. 

Pekeny, 
Pot'}rell, 
Peukeny, 
PecceIl,t 
Pinell, 
Putrill, 
PTItiuoll, 
Preaus, 
PTIkitolf" 
Peito, 
POkieCotd, 
Preuelirh:gast, 
Percivale. 
Quinci, 
Quintini. 

RideIl, 
Riutrs, 
Riuell, 
ROTIs, 
RusheH, 
Raband, 
Ruude, 
Rie, 
Rugen, 
Risers, 

Roselin, 
Rastoke, 
Rieuill, 
Rougere, 
Fmzt, 
Ripere, 

Rigny, 
Ritdmotmd, 
Roohford, 
Raimond. 
Souoh, 
Sheuile, 
Suelleue, 
Senclere, 
SenT, Q::ir:tin, 
Sent Omere, 
Sellt Amtmd, 
Seet Legore, 
Somervile, 
Sioward, 
Sauusouerre, 
Sakkgordy 

Sanctes, 
Seu7iY, 
Saulay, 
Soles, 
Souull, 
Somerey, 
S'Cllt 
Sent George, 
S,,:::t 
Seffe, 
S::hdn, 

Solera, 
Sf;:::t Alhin, 
Sent Martin, 
Sug rdenlale, 
Seguin, 
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Sent Barbe. Trenchevile. Veniels. 
Sent Vile. Trenchilion. Verrere. 
Suremounte, Tankervile. Vschere. 
Soreglise. Tirell. VesB8Y. 
Sandvile. Trivet. Vanay. 
Sauncey. Tolet. Viano 
Sirewast, Travers. Vernoys. 
Sent Cheveroll. Tardevile. Vrnall. 
Sent More. Tinevile. Vnket, 
Sent Scudemore. Torell. Vrnaful. 
Toget, Tortechappell, Vasderoll. 
Tercy. Treverell, Vaberon. 
Tuchet, Tenwis. Valingford. 
Tracy. Totelles. Venecorde. 
Trousbut. Vere. Valiue. 
Trainell. Vernoun. Viuille. 
Taket, Vesey. Vancorde. and 
Trussell. Verdoune. Valenges. 
Trison. Valence. Wardebois. 
Talbot. Verdeire. Ward. 
Touny. Vavasour. Wafre. 
Traies. Vendore. Wake. 
Tollemach, Verley. Wareine. 
Tolous. Valenger.* Wate. 
Tanny. Venables. Watelin. 
Touke. Venoure. Watevil. 
Tibtote. Vilan. Wely. 
Turbevile. Verland, Werdonell. 
Turvile. Valers. Wespaile. 
Tomyand Veirny. Wivell. 
Tavernea. Vauuruile. 

* Now Wallingfr. 
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IT is, strictly speaking, a misnomer to call this a 
copy of the Battel Roll. Foxe does not mention it 
as such, but says, he took it "out of the Annals of 
Normandy, in French, whereof one very ancient 
written booke in parchment remaineth in the custody 
of the writer hereof!' 

" The names of those that were at the Conquest of 
England. 

Odo. Bishop of Baieux. 
Robert, Conte de Mortaign. 

(theBe two were brethren 
unto Duke William by 
their mother,) 

Baudwin de BuiUon, 
Roger Conte de Beaumont, 

surnamed With the Beard. 
of whom descended the 
line of Meullent, 

Guillaume Malet. 
Le Sire de Monfort, sur 

Rille. 
Guill. de Viexpont, 
Neel de S. Saveur Ie Vi conte, 
Le Sire de Hougiers, 

Henry Seigneur de Ferrieres. 
Le Sire Daubemare, 
Guillaume Sire de Rommare, * 
Le Sire de Lithehare. 
Le Sire de Touque. 
Le Sire de la Mare. 
Le Sire de Neauhou, 
Le Sire de Pirou, 
Rob. Sire de Beaulou. 
Le Sire Davou. 
Le Sire de Sotoville, 
Le Sire de Margneville, 
Le Sire de Tancarville. 
Eustace Dambleville. 
Le Sire de Mangneville, 
Le Sire de Gratmesnil, 

* It is pretty evident that thi8 personage and numerous others in this 
list had not as yet assumed 8urnames, although they soon after took the 
names of their estates as family appellative8. 
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Guillaume Crespin, 
Le Sire de S. Martin, 
Guill. de Moulins, 
Le Sire de Puis, 
Geoffrey Sire de Maienne, 
Auffroy de Bohon, 
Auffroy and Maugier de Car-

trait, 
Guill. de Garrennes. 
Hue de Goumay, 
Sire de Bray, 
Le Conte Hue de Gournay, 
Euguemont de l' Aigle, * 
Liviconte de Touars, 
Rich. Danvermechin, 
Le Sire de Dian, 
Le Sire de Solligny, 
Le Bouteiller Daubigny, 
Le Sire de Maire, 
Le Sire de Vitry, 
Le Sire de Lacy, 
Le Sire du Val Dary, 
Le Sire de Tracy, 
Hue Sire de Montfort, 
Le Sire de Piquegny, 
Hamon de Kaieu, 
Le Sire Despinay, 
Le Sire de Port, 

Le Sire de Torey, 
Le Sire de lort, 
Le Sire de Riviers, 
Guillaume Moyonne, 
Raoul Tesson de Tingueleiz, 
Roger Marmion, 
Raoul de Guel, 
Avenel des Biars, 
Paennel du Monstier-Hubert, 
Rob. Bertram Ie Tort, 
Le Sire de Seulle, 
Le Sire de Dorival, 
IJe Sire de Breval, 
Le Sire de S. lehan, 
Le Sire de Bris. 
Le Sire du Homme, 
Le Sire de Sauchhoy, 
Le Sire de Cailly, 
Le Sire de Semilly. 
Le Sire de Tilly, 
Le Sire de Romelly. 
Mar. de Basqueville. 
Le Sire de Preauh, 
Le Sire de Gonia, 
Le Sire de Sainceaulx, 
Le Sire de Moulloy, 
Le Sire de Monceaulx. 

* Elsewhere called Engenulph d' Aquila or Aguillon. 
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, The Archers du Val du Real, and of Bretheul, and of 
many other places. 

Le Sire de S. Saen, i. de S. 
Sydonio, 

Le Sire de la Kiviere, 
Le Sire de Salnaruille, 
Le Sire de Rony, 
Eude de Beaugieu, 
Le Sire de Oblie, 
Le Sire de Sacie, 
Le Sire de Nassie, 
Le Visquaius de Chymes, 
Le Sire du Sap, 
Le Sire de Glos, 
Le Sire de Mine, 
Le Sire de Glanuille, 
Le Sire de Breencon, 
Le Vidam de Partay, 
Raoul de Morimont, 
Pierre de Bailleul Sire de 

Fiscamp, 
Le Sire de Beaufault, 
Le Sire de Tiilieres, 
Le Sire de Pacy, 
],e Seeschal de Torey, 
Le Sire de Gaey, 
Le Sire de Doully, 
I.e Sire de Sacy, 
Le Sire de Vacy, 
Le Sire de Toumeeur, 
Le Sire de Praeres, 
Guillaume de Coulombieres, 
Hue Sire de Bollebec, 
Rich. Sire Dorbeck, 

Le Sire de Bonneboz, 
Le Sire de Tresgoz, 
Le Sire de Montfiquet, 
Hue Ie Bigor de Maletot, 
Le Sire de la Hay, 
Le Sire de Mombray, 
Le Sire de Say, 
Le Sire de lay Ferte, 
Bouteuillian, 
Troussebout, 
Guillaume Patric de la Laund, 
Hue de Mortemer, 
Le Sire Danuillers, 
Le Sire Donnebaut, 
Le Sire de S. Cler, 
Rob. Ie filz Hemeys duc 

de Orleans, 
Le Sire de Harecourt, 
Le Sire de Crevecreur, 
Le Sire de Deincourt, 
Le Sire de Bremetot, 
Le Sire Combray, 
Le Sire Daunay, 
Le Sire de Fontenay, 
Le Conte Deureux, 
Le Sire de Rebelchil, 
Alain Fergant Conte de 

Britaigne, 
Le Sire de S. Vallery, 
Le Conte Deu, 
Gualtier Gifford Conte de 

Longeville, 
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Le Sire Destouteville. Le Sire de Pauilly. 
Le Conte Thomas Daubmalle. Le Sire de Clere. 
Guill. Conte de Hoymes and Toustan du Bec. 

d' Arques. Le Sire Maugny. 
Le Sire de Bereville. Roger de Montgomery. 
Le Sire de Breante. Amauri de Touars. 
Le Sire de Freanvible 

Cl Out of the ancient Chronicles of England, touch. 
ing the names of other Normans which seemed to 
remaine alive after the battell, and to be advanced in 
the signiories of this land :" 

John de Maudevile, 
Adam Vndevile, 
Bernard de Frevile, 
Rich. de Rochuile, 
Gilbert de Frankuile. 
Hugo de Dovile. 
Symond de Rotevile, 
R. de Evile. 
B. de Knevile, 
Hugo de Morvile, 
R. de Colevile. 
A. de Warvile. 
C. de Karvile, 
R. de Rotevile. 
S. de Stotevile, 
H. Bonum, 
I. Monum, 
W. de Vignoum. 
K. de Visponnt. 
W. Bailbeof. 
S. de Baleyn, 
H. de Marreys, 

I. Aguleyne, 
G. Agilon. 
R. Chamburlayne. 
N. de Vendres. 
H. de Verdon, 
H. de Verto, 
C. de Vernon. 
H. Hardul, 
C. Cappan. 
W. de Camvile, 
I. de Cameyes, 
R. de Rotes. 
R. de Boys. 
W. de Waren. 
T. de Wardboys, 
R. de Boys, 
W. de Audeley, 
K. Dynham, 
R. de Vaures, 
G. Vargenteyn, 
I. de Hastings. 
G. de Haatank. 
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L. de W.de 
R. de S. de 
H. de I. de 
S. de Malemain, H. Gyifard, 
G. de Hautevile, I. de Say, 
H. Hauteyn, T. Gilbard, 
R. de Morteyn, R. de Chalons, 
R. de Mortimer, S. de Chauward, 
G. de H. 
E. de 
W. 
C. 
H. I. de 
I. de Rivers, P. de 
T. Revile, G. de Ferron, 
W. de Beauchamp, R. de Ferrers, 
R. de Beaupale, I. de Desty, 
E. de Ou, W. de Werders, 
F. Lovel, H. de Borneuile, 
S. de I. de 
I. de S. de 

R. de 
E. de 

W. Trussel, S. de Filberd, 
H. Byset, H. de Turbervile, 
R. Basset, R. Trobleneur, 
R. Molet, R. de Angon, 
H. Malovile, T. de Morer, 
G. Bonet, T. de Rotelet, 
P. de H. de 
S. de E. de 
N. de I. de S",bt 
I. de G. de 
P. de Saint 
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Saint Leger and Saint Med, 
M. de Cronu and de S. Vigier, 
S. de Crayel, 
R. de Crenker, 
N. Meyuel, 
I. de Bemers, 
S. de Chumly, 
E. de Chares, 
J. de Gray, 
W. de Grangers, 
S. de Grangers, 
S. Baubenyn, 
H. Vamgers, 
E. Bertram, 
R. Bygot, 
S. Treoly, 
I. Trigos, 
G. de Feues, 
H. Filiot, 
R. Taperyn, 
S. Talbot, 
H. Santsaver, 
T. de Samford, 
G. de Vandien, 
C. de Vautort, 
G. de Mountagne, 
Tho. de Chambemon, 
S. de Montfort, 
R. de Ferneuanlx, 
W. de Valence, 
T. Clarel, 
S. de Cleruaus, 
P. de Aubemarle, 
H. de Saint Arvant, 
E. de Auganuteys, 

S. de Gmt, 
G. de Malearbe, 
H. Mandut, 
W. de Chesun, 
L. de Chandut, 
B. Fitz Urs, 
B. Vicont de Low, 
G. de Cantemere, 
T. de Cantlow, 
R. Breaunce, 
T. de Broxeboof, 
S. de Bolebeck, 
B. Mol. de Boef, 
I. de Muelis, 
R. de Brus, 
S. de Brewes, 
J. de Lille, 
T. de Bellile, 
J. de Watervile, 
G. de Nevile, 
R. de Neuburgh, 
H. de Burgoyne, 
G. de Bourgh, 
S. de Lymoges, 
L. de Lyben, 
W. de Helyoun, 
H. de Hildrebron, 
R. de Loges, 
S. de Saintlow, 
I. de Maubank, 
P. de Saint Malow, 
R. de Leofeme, 
I. de Lovotot, 
G. de Dabbevile, 
H. de Appetot, 
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W. de Percy, 
H. de Lacy, 
C. de Quincy, 
E. Tracy, 
R. de la Souche, 
V. de Somery. 
I. de Saint John, 
T. de Saint Gory, 
P. de Boyly, 
R. de Saint Valery, 
P. de Pinkeny, 
S. de Pavely, 
G. de Monthaut, 
T. de Mountchesy, 
R. de Lymozy~ 
G. de Lucy, 
I. de Artois, 
N. de Artey, 
P. de Grenvile, 
I. de Greys, 

11. 

V. de Cresty, 
F. de Courcy, 
T. de Lamar, 
H. de Lymastz, 
I. de Moubray, 
C. de Morley, 
S. de Gorney, 
R. de Courtenay, 
P. de Goumey, 
R. de Cony, 
I. de la Ruse, 
R. de la Ruse, 
V. de Longevile, 
P. Longespy, 
I. Pouchardon, 
R. de la Pomercy, 
I. de Pountz, 
R. de Pontlarge, 
R. Estraunge, 
Tho. Savage. 

9 
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As Latin was the language employed by the clerks 
of early times, proper names were almost uniformly 
latinized. This practice was in full vogue from the 
eleventh century to the sixteenth, in most legal and 
other documents written in that language. Thus Hall 
was made D' AULA; Rivers, De RIPARllS; and Haultry, 
D' ALTA RIPA. Gilbert de Aquila, surnamed the Great, 
who flourished in the eleventh century, was called 
Gislebertus Magnus. This name was again trans
formed into the Saxon as Gilbert Michel; and it is 
remarkable that although the family of which he was 
the head is extinct in the legitimate line, there are 
two English families illegitimately descended from him 
still in existence-one bearing for their patronymic 
Egles, from Aquila, and the other Michel, from Magnus 
-the one his family, the other his personal surname. 
By means of this latinization some very commonplace 
names were transformed into high-sounding appella
tions-Goldsmith and Saltmarsh, for instance, became 
Aurifaber and Salsomamco. Sometimes the English 
form was retained with a Latin termination, as LoweTUS 
Boscowinus, Lower Boscawen, Thomas Chouneus, Thomas 
Chowne. Even scholars and divines affected this 
pedantry, and that after the revival of learning, not in 
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England alone, but in Holland, Germany, and several 
other countries.· Some of these attempts to put 
modern names into a Latin dress were extremely 
ridiculous. Andrew BORDE, the "original merry 
Andrew," in his 'Boke of the Introduction of Know
ledge,' written in the reign of Henry VIII, styles 
himself Andreas Perforatus (bored I). But this is 
nothing to the name of Sir John Hawkwood being 
turned into Johannes Acutus! Let Verst egan tell 
the story: 

"Some gentlemen of our nation travelling into 
Italy and passing thorow Florence, there, in the great 
church, beholding the monument and epitaph of the 
renowned English knight, and most famous warrior of 
his time, there named Johannes Acutus, long wondered 
what John Sharp this might he, seeing in England they 
had never heard of any such, his name rightly written 
being indeed Sir John Hawlcwood; but by omitting the 
H in Latine as frivolous, and the K and W as un
usual, he is here from Hawlcwood turned into Acutus, 
and from Acutus returned in English again unto 
SharpJ" 

Camden gives a list of latinized surnames in his 
Remaines.t In Wright's" Court Hand Restored,"t 
is a more copious catalogue, which I here copy, in the 
hope that it will prove useful to the antiquary, and 
afford some amusement to the general reader. It is 
certainly interesting in an etymological point of view, 
although not much to be depended upon m that 

• Does not our veneration Cor Erasmus and Grotius and old Puteanus 
receive a slight shock, when we find that they were, de jure, only simple 
Gerard and Groot and Vandeput? 

t Pages 130.3. t London, 1776. 
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respect. I have made a few literal and verbal alter
ations, but they are not of sufficient importance to 
need particularizing. 

De Adurni portu, 
De Albeneio, 
De Alba Marla, 
Albericus, Albrea, AUbrmus} 

vel Aubericus, 
De Alba Monl1l!teriQ, 
Ala Campi, 
Henricus de Alditheleia. 
De Alneto, 
De Arcubus, 
De Alta ripa, 
De Aqua frisea, 
Aqua pontana, 
De Arida villa, 
Arundelius, } 
Arundelius, De Hirundine, 
Johannes Avonius, 
De Augo, 

Aurifaber, 

De Aula, 
De Aurea vado, 

Bardulphus, 
De Beda, vel De Bajocis, 
De Bella aqua, 
De Bella fide, 
De Bello loco, 
De Bello foco, 

A. 

Ethrington. 
D' Aubeney, Albiney. 
Albemarle. 

Awbrey. 

Whitchurch. 
Wingfield. 
Was the first Lord Audley. 
Dauney. 
BoweR. 
Dautry. 
Freshwater. 
Bridgewater. 
Dry ton, or Drydon. 

Arundel. 

John of Northampton. 
Owe, or Eu. 

{ Orfeur, an antient name in 
Cumberland. 

Hall. 
Goldford, or Guldeforde. 

B 

Bardolf, or Bardolph. 
Bacon. 
Bellew. 
Beaufoy. 
Beaulieu. 
Beaufe\). 
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De Bello marillco, 
De Bello faco, 
De Bello rampo, 
De Bello monte, 
De Bello prato, 
De Beverlaco, 
De Bello lIito, 
De Benefactis, 
Benevolus, <!) 
De Bona villa, 
De Bono fossato, 
De Blostevilla, 
Blaunpain, alias Blancpain, * 
Bononius, 
Borlasius, 
De Bortana, sive Burtana, 
De Bovis Villa, 
De Bosco, 
De Braiosa, 
De Bosco Roardi, 
De Bruera, 
De Buliaco, 
De Burgo, 
De Burgo charo, 

De Calvo monte, 
De Camera, 
De Campania, 
De Campo Florido, 
De Campo Arnulphi, 
De Capricuria, and 
De Capreolocuria, 

Beaumarsh. 
Beaufo. 
Beauchamp. 
Beaumont. 
Beaupre. 
Beverley. 
Ballasise. 
Benfield. 
Benlows. 
Bonevil. 
Goodrick. 
Blovile, Blofield. 
Whitebread. 
Bollen. 
Borlace. 
Burton. 
Bovil. 
Bois. 
Braose. 
Borhard. 

, De Bryer, or Bryer. 
Busli, or Bussey. 
Burgh, Burke, or Bourk. 
Bourchier. 

c. 
Chaumond. 
Chambers. 
Champnies. 
Chamfleur. 
Champernoun. 

}Chevercourt. 

• Some few of thesll names are Frenchlfied, not Latinized. 
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De Cantilupo, Cantlow. 
De Cam villa, Camvil. 
De Capella, Capel. 

Caradocus, 
{CaradOCk, or Cradock, 

called Newton. 
now 

De Cearo loco, Carelieu. 

• De Casa Dei, Godshall • 
De Casineto and Chaisneto, Cheyney, Cheney. 
De Castello, Castle, or Castel. 
De Castello magno, Castlemain. 
De Ceraso, Cherry. 
De Cestria, Chester. 
Cinomannicus, Maine. 
De Chauria, and Cadurcis, Chaworth. 
Cheligrevus, Killigrew. 
Cherchcbeius, Kirby. 
De Claro monte, Clermont. 
De Claris vallibus, Claranas, Clarival, or Clare. 
De Clarifagio, Clerfay. 
De Clintona, Clinton. 
De Clivo forti, Clifford. 
De Columb8riis, Columbers. 
De Conductu, Chenduit. 
De Cornubia, Cornwayle. 
De Corvo Spinre, Crow thorne. 
De Curva Spina, Creithorne. 
De Crepito Corde, Crevecreur. 
De Curceo, De Curci, Decourcy. 
Cunetius, Kenet. 

D. 

De Dalenrigius, Dalegrig. Dalyngruge. 
De David villa, D'Aiville. D'Eyville. 
D' Aynecuria vel Daincuriensis, Daincourt. 
De Dovera, Dover. 
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De Ia Mara, 
De Doito (Fr. Doet), 
Dispensator, 
De Diva, 
Drogo, 
Dunestanvilla, 
Dutchtius, 

De Ebroicis and de Ebrois, 
Easterlingus, 
De Erolitto, 
De Ericeto, 
Estlega and de Est]ega, 
Extranaeus, 

De Fago, 
De Ferrariis, 
De Filiceto, 
Filius Alani, 
Filius Alvredi, 
Filius Arnandi, 
Filius Andrere, 
Filius Bernardi, 
Filius Briani, 
Filius Comitis, 
Filius Eustachii, 
Filius Fu]conis, 
Filius Galfredi, 
Filius Gerrardi, 
Filius Gilberti, 
Filius Guidonis, 
Filius Hardingi, 
Filius Haimonis. 

De la Mare. 
Brooke. 
Le Dispenser, Spencer. 
Dive, Dives. 
Drew. 
Dunstavile. 
Doughty. 

E. 

D'Evreux. 
Stradling. 
Erliche. 
Briewer. 
Astley, or Estley. 
L'Estrange. 

F. 

Beech and Beecher. 
Ferrerill. 
Fernham. 
Fitz Alan. 
Fitz Alard. 
Fitz Arnand. 
Fitz Andrew. 
Fitz Barnard. 
Fitz Brian. 
Fitz Count. 
Fitz Eustace. 
Fitz Fulk. 
Fitz Geoffry. 
Fitz Gerrard. 
Fitz Gilbert. 
Fitzwith. 
Fitz Harding. 
Fitz HairnoD. 
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Filius 
Filius 
Filius u.u.tLUj"j~. 
Filius Humphredi, 
Filius Jacobi, 
Filius J ohannis, 
Filius 
Filius 
Filius Michaelis, 
Filius Nicholai, 
Filius Oliveri, 
Yilius 
Filius U,n·nmldT j 
Filius 
Filius Pagani, 
Filius Patricii, 
Filius 
Filius 
Filius "o"n,jjjjjJ.j', 
Filius Ricardi, 
Filius Roberti, 
Filius Rogerij 
Filius ""jjj"" jjjjjjj 

Filius 

Filius Thomasi, 
Filius Walteri, 
Filius 
Filius 
De Follin, 
De Fonte Australi, 
De Fonte Limpido, 
De Fontibjjjjj 
De Fontn 
De Forti 

- aa -

Fitz Hemd 
Fitz HerdnrL 
Fitz 
Fitz Humphrey. 
Fitz James. 
Fitz John. 
Fitz LUkr.B Luca~. 

Fitz Mautinn. 
Fitz Michael. 
Fitz Nichols. 
Fitz Oliver. 
Fitz Osbutn. 
Fitz Osmej",L 
Fitz Otej" 
Fitz Paine. 
Fitz Patrick. 
Fitz Pete" 
Fitz Ralph. 
Fitz 
Fitz Richard. 
Fitz Robert. 
Fitz Roger. 
Fitz SimOTj. 

{Fi~alled Stephe:::;O%lld 

Fitz Thomas. 
Fi tz Walter. 
pitz WattBtrL 
pitz Wilbt!L 
Poulis. 
Southwel. 
Sherbourne. 
Wells. 
Pontevern,d. 
Portescujj. 
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De Fossa nova, 
Fb¥Ytibu&, 

Frescoburnus, 
Frirca """nflrli, 

Bhmd, ]Ummt. 
Newdyke. 
Flrod. 
Freshburne. 
F,esbmersl," 

De Frevilllr de Frisca villa, 
De Fraxino. 

Frevil, or Fretcheville. 
Frene, Ash". 

Fmnte De Geuudb&ef. 

G. 

De Gandavo, et Gandavensis, Gaunt. 
Gl"rvil 

De Gorniaco, Gorney, or Gurney. 
G&euav'ille vd Greenvillil, Gr&eneH, or ArereHe. 

Dil Gl"ilUdavilla, GranviIe. 
De Geneva, Genevile. 

B&omfidd. 
De Grendona, Greendon. 

Yoong" 

D~~rosso ven~::~t;:andis }G&osveuor. 

De Grosso Monte, Grismond. 
Ae Guntheri sylva, Gunter. 

H,mtonu, 
De Harela, 

g,,,'I>UHAL UowarHus, 
De Hosata, Hosatus vel 

Usus M§lrr, 

De Insula, 
Inllllla Hilna, 

H. 

HlllAtOU" 
Harkley. 
AZlwar,t 

}Hole HUi3i5i5Y. 

1. 

JZJice. 
Lisle. 
Lielebone. 

9§ 

D7 
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De Insula Contis, Lilburne. 
De Ipra, De Ipres. 

De Kaineto, alias Caineto, 

De Laga, 
Lambardus, 
De Langdona, vel Landa, 
De Lato Campo, 
De Lato Vado, 
De Lato pede, 
De Lreto loco, 
De Leicestria, 
De Leica, and Lecha. 
Leuchenovus, 
De Lexintuna, 
Laurentii filius, 
De Limeai, 
De Linna, 
De Lisoriis, 
De Logiis, 
De Longo campo, 
De Longo prato, 
De Longa spat&, 
De Longa villa, 
Lupus, 
Lupellus, 

K. 

Keynes. 

L. 

Lee, Lea, and Leigh. 
Lambard, or IJambert. 
Langdon. 
Bradfield. 
Bradford. 
Braidfoot. 
Lettley. 
Lester. 
Leke. 
Lewkin. 
Lexington. 
Lawson. 
Limsie. 
Linne. 
Lisura, Lison. 
Lodge. 
Longchamp. 
Longmede. 
Longespee. 
Longville. 
Woolf, Love, 100. 
Lovel, or Lovet. 

M. 

Macer, Le Meyre. 
De Mala platea, and de Malo }Mal 88. 

passu, p 
Magnus Venator, Grosvenor. 
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De Magna Villa, and de } 
Mandavilla, Mandeville. 

De Magromonte, Grosmonnt, or Gro01ount. 
De Mala terra, Mauland. 
De Malis manibus, Malmains. 
Malus catulus, Malchin, (qua8i 'bad puppy' !) 
De Malo lacu, Mauley. 
Male conductus, vel de MalO}·Malduit. 

conductu, 
De Malo leone, Malleon (qua8i 'bad lion'). 
De Malo visn, Malvisin. 

{ Maleverer, Mallieure, com-
Malus leporarius, monly Mallyvery. 

Malus lupellus, Maulove!, Mallovel. 
De Maneriis, Manners. 
De Marchia, March. 
Maresca1lus, Mareschal, or Marchal. 
De Marci vallibus, MartivaI. 
De Meduana, Maine. 
De Media villa, Middleton. 
De M",lsa, Mews. 
Medicus, Leech. 
De Micenis, Meschines. 
De Mineriis, Miners, or Minours. 
De Molendinis, Molendinarius, Molines. 
De Moelis, Moelles. 
De Monasteriis, Musters, or Masters. 
Monachus, Moigne, Monk. 
De Monte canisto, Montchensey. 
De Monte Hermerii, Monthermer. 
De Monte fixo, Montfitchet. 
De Monte pesono, De Monte}M . 

. . ontpesson vulgo Mom pessulano, Monte P1S80DlS, ' -
vel De Monte pissoris, pes8on. 

DeG:::e Jovia, De Monte}Montjoy. 
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De Monte acuto, 
De Monte alto, 
De Monte Gomericre, 
De Monte Hegonis, 
De Monte forti, 
De Monte aquilre, 
De Mortuo Marl, 
Ad Murum, 
De Musco campo, 
De Mowbraia, 

Montacute; 
Montalt, or Moald: 
Montgomery. 
Monthegon. 
Montfort. 
Mounteagle. 
Mortimer. 
Walton. 
Muschamp. 
Mowbray. 

N. 

De Nevilla and de Nova villa, Nevil. 
Nigellus, 
De Novo burgo, 
De Novo loco, 
De Novo castello, 
De Nodariis vel Nodoriis, 
Norriscus, 
De Norwico, 
De Nova terra, 
De Nova mercatu, 

Niele, or Neal. 
Newburgh. 
Newark. 
Newcastle. 
Nowres. 
Norris. 
Norwich. 
Newland. 
Newmarch (qua8iNew-market) . 

o. 

De Oileio, and Oili, and}D'Oily. 
Oilius, 

Pagenelli, 
De PavilIiano, Pietonus. 
De Parva villa, 
Parmentarius, 
De Palude, 
De Pascua lapidosd, 
De Pavilidro, and Pauliaco, 
De Pedeplanco, 

P. 

Pagnells, or Painels. 
Peiton. 
Littleton . . 
Taylor.(?) 
Puddle, Marsh. 
Stanley. 
Paveley. 
Pauncefot. 
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De Peccato, 
Pelliparius, 

LATINI ZED SURNAMES. 

Peche vel Pecke. 
Skinner. 
Perrera. 

201 

De Perrariis, 
De Petraponte, 
De Pictavia, 

Pierepont, vulgarly Perpoint. 
Peyto. 

De Plantageneta, 
Ad Pontem, 
D~ Porcellis vel Purcellis, 
Le Poure, 
De Praeriis, 

Plantagenet. 
Paunton. 
Purcell. 
Power. 
Praers. 
Fairfax. De Pulchro capellisio, 

De Puteaco, Pusae, commonly Pudsey. 

De Querceto, 
De Quinciato, 

Q. 

Cheney. 
Quincy. 

R. 

De Ralega vel Regeneia, Raleigh. 
De Radeona, Rodney. 
De Redveriis, De Ripariis, ~ Ri 

Rigidii, De Riperia, S vera. 
Reginaldus, Reynolds. 
De Rico monte, Richmond. 
Rotarius, Wheeler. 

De Rubra spatha, 

De Rupe forti, 

{ Rouxcarrier, Roussir,Rooper, 
Roper. * 

De Rupe, Rupibus, Rupinus, 
De Rubro clivo, 
De Rubra Manu, 
Rufus, 
De Rupe seissa, 

Rochfort. 
Roche, Rock. 
Radcliff. 
Redmain. 
Rouse. 
Cutcliffe. 

* "There is a very antient family of the Ropers in Cumberland, who 
have lived immemorially near a quarry of red spate there, Crom whence 
they first took the sumame of Rubra-SpathG.."-Wright. 
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De Sabandia. 
De Sacra quercu. 
De Sacra fagot 
De Sacro bOlco. 
De Sacro fonte. 
De Saio. 
SagittariUI. 
De Salceto. 
De Salicosa mara, 
De Salchavilla, 
De Salicosa vena. 
De Sal80 marisco. 
De Saltu capellm. 
Salvagius. 
De Sancto Mauro. 
De Saneto Laudo. 
De Sancta Terra. 
De Sancta Clara. -
De Saneto Medardo, 
De Sancto Amando. 
De Sancto Albano. 
De Sancto Audemaro. 
De Saneto Lizio. and 

Sylvaneclensis. 
De Saneta Ermina. 
De Saneta Fide. 
De Saneto Mauricio. 
De Sancto Wallerico, 
De Sancto Leodegario. 
De Saneta Barbara, 
De Sancto Petro. 
De Sancto Paulo, 
De Sancto Lupo. 

I. 

Savoy. 
Holyoak. 
Hollebeach. 
lIolywood. 
Holybrook. 
Say. 
Archer. 
Saneey. 
Wilmore. 
Salkeld. 
Salvein. 
Saltma1'8h. 
Sacheverel. 
Savage. 
St. Maul'. 01' Seymour. 
Sentlo. or Senlo. 
Holyland. 
St. Clare. Sencleer. Sinclair. 
Sernark. 
St. Amond. 
St. Alban. 
St. Orner. 

I Senlez. Seyton. 

Armine. 
St. Faith. 
St. Morris. 
St. Wallere. 
St. Leger. vulgo Sallenger. 
Senbarb. vulgo Simberb. 
Sampier. 
Sampol. or Sample. 
Sentlow. 
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De Sancto Audreno, 
De Sancto Gelasio, 
De Sancto Martino, 
De Saiidwico, 
De Sancto Quintinio, 
De Sancto Alemondo, 
De Sancto Vedas to, 
De Suo Cerrato, 
De Scalariis, 
De Sicca villa, 
Sitsiltus, alias Cecilius, 
De Solariis, 
De Spineto, 
De Stagno, 
De Stipite sicco, 
De Stratone, 
Super Tysam, 
De Sudburia, 
De Suthleia, and Sutleia, 
})e Sylva, 

De Tanaia, 
De Tankardivilla, 
Teutonicus, 
DeTulka, 
De Turbidavilla, 
Turchetissus, 
De Turri, 
De Parva Turri, 
De Turpi vado, 

St. Owen. 
Singlis. 
Semarton. 
Sandwich. 
St. Quintin. 
Salmon. 
Foster. 
honston, vulgo Ironzon. 
Scales. 
Drytown, or Sack ville. 
Sitsilt, or Cecil. 
Solers. 
Spine. 
Poole. 
De la Zouch. * 
Stretton. 
Surleys, Surtees. 
Sudbury. 
Suthley, or Sudley. 
Weld. 

T. 

Taney. 
Tankervilll'. 
Teys. 
Toke, Tub. 
Turberville. 
Turchill. 
Towers. 
Torel, Tirel. 
Fulford. 

* For William de la Zouch, archbishop of Yorke, is 80 called in this 
vene, for his valour in an encounter against the Scottish men at Bearparke, 
1342: 

.. Est pater inuictus liceo de Btipite dictus." 
Camden, Rem., p. 133. 
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De Vado Sui, 
De Vado bown, 
De VaIle torta, 
De Valle. 
De Valentia, 
De Vallibus, 
De Vescio 
De Veteri aula, 
De Veteri ponte. 
De Vicws, 
De Villa torta, 
De VillariiB, 
De Villa magna, 
De Vino salvo, 
De Umbrosa quercu, 
De Urtica, 

v. 
Stanford. 
Oxford. 
Vautort. 
Wal~. 

Valence. 
Vaux. 
Vesey. 
Oldball, Oldham. 
Vipont, or Vipount. 
Viccan. 
Croketon. 
Villers. 
Mandevile. 
Vinesalf. 

, Dimoak, now Dymock. 
Lorti, Lort. 

w. 
De Warrenna, Warren. 
De Warnevilla vel Willough- }Will 

b oughby. mus, 
De Watelega, Wateley, Wheatley. 

I have mentioned several Latin surnames in the 
various chapters of this work; the following may be 
added as still in use: 

Ager, Minor, Pater, 
.tl.rClU, Sutor, Frater, 
Noz, Honor, Feliz, 
Rez, Yigor, Sylve,ter, 
Radiz, LatUl, Prollu,. 
Majo!', Lignum, 



rollYtnba tt ~Orrtltnba. 

VOL. I. 

P. 11: The Norwegian king, BarPfoot, spent much of his 
time in Scotland, where he adopted the Celtic costume pre
valent in that country. The absence of the nether garment 
excited so much surprise, on his return to Norway, that he 
acquired the sobriquet of C Barefoot.' 

P. 46. The IN and OF in lines 22 and 23 should be trans
posed. Of, implies possession; in, residence only. 

P. 52. Eltarling, was a name given to the inhabitants of 
any country eastward of England, particularly to those of the 
Hanse Towns. The pure coinage introduced by them, temp. 
Rich. I, gave rise to the expression C easterling' or c sterling' 
money. In the course of ages, this epithet, at first meta
phorically applied, has come to designate anything excellent 
or genuine. Camden is my authority for the statement that 
Stradling is a corruption of Estarling. (See also p. 195 of 
this volume.) 

P. 125, &c. Gilmour, anglicised to Gilmore, was the de
signation of the henchman or follower of a chief in Scotland. 
It is believed to be derived from the Celtic cc gillie-mohr," 
great servant. 

P. 157. In addition to the Scottish names with the prefix 
MAC, may be mentioned Mclnt08A, the son of the leader; 
McNabb, the son of the abbot; and McPAertlOn, the son of 
the parson. 
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VOL. II. 

P. 8. Dalzell. I am informed that no word approaching 
this, either in sound or orthography, is to be found in the 
Celtic tongue. This part of the legend is consequently 
unworthy of the leaat credit. The name is probably local. 
Perhaps one half of the names in my chapter on • Historical 
Surnames' would, on strict investigation, be found to belong 
to the same class. I cannot, however, regret having given 
insertion to them, connected as they are with curious legends, 
some circumstances of which mal be founded on actual oc
currences. 

P. 10. Napier. The legend re3pecting the origin of this 
name, though sanctioned by several respectable writers, must 
be rejected aa a mere fiction. In the medil.'vru records of 
Scotland, the name is written Le Naper, and it waa doubtless 
derived from an office antiently bl.'longing to the royal court, 
ranging with Le Botiler, Le Gros Veneur, &c. In England, 
William de Hastings, temp. Hen. I, held the manor of Ashele, 
co. Norfolk, by the service of taking charge of the napery 
(table-cloths and linen), at the coronation of the English 
kings.* 

* Blount's Tenures, p. 13. 

Digitized by Google 



INDEX OF SURNAMES.* 

ASBAY, ii, 61. 
Abbey, i, 6~. 
Abbott, i, 124, 137. 
Abel, i, laO. 
Abercom, ii, 20. 
Abercrombie, ii, 64. 
Abernethy, ii, 63. 
A' Bills, i, 38. 
Abraham, i, a, 150, 

1f6. 
Abrahams, i. 166. 
Abramson, i, 166. 
Abrook, i, 66. 
Absolom, i, laO. 
Aburne, i, 66. 
Ackroyd, i, 82. 
Acourt, i, 61. 
Adair, ii, 62. 
Adam, i, 150,166,259 

-ii, 58. 
Adams, i, 166, 229, 

232-ii, 81, 165. 
Adamson, i, 19, 156, 

166-ii,58. 
Addecott, i, 166. 
Addenbrooke, i, 66. 
Adderley, ii, 122. 
Addis, i, 166. 
Addiscock, i, 166. 
Addiscot, i, 166. 
Addison, i,166, 254-

ii, 62. 
Addlebead, i, 220. 
Addy, i, 166. 
Adcock, i, 161, 166. 
Adcot, i, 160. 

Ade, i, 166. 
Adelard, i, 150. 
Adey, i, 166. 
Adkins, i, 166. 
Adolpbus, i, 1IiO. 
Adrecy, ii, 35. 
Adrian, i, 150. 
Adye, i, 166. 
Agarde, ii, 122. 
Agate, i, 60,61, 73. 
Agg, i, 171, 242. 
Ague, ii, 24. 
Aikin, i, 166. 
Ainulpb, i, 166. 
Aire, i, 254. 
Airie, ii, 58. 
Airtb, ii, 59. 
Aitkin, i, 166. 
Akeburst, ii, 30. 
Akerman, i, 111. 
Akinhead, ii, 24. 
Akinside, ii, 24. 
Albdy, ii, 47. 
Albigny, i, 44. 
Alee, i, 171. 
Alcborne, i, 4S-ii, 

38. 
Alcock, i, 161, 165, 

168-ii, 105. 
Alcocke, i, 160. 
Alder, i, 8S-ii, 59. 
Alderman, i. 124. 
Alderson, i, 166. 
Aldersbaw, ii, 90. 
Aldis, i, 75. 
Aldred, i, 150, 166. 

Aldus, i, 75. 
Aldwark, ii, 38. 
Ale, i, 209. 
Alefounder, i, 112.' 
Alehouse, i, 62, 259. 
Aleman, i, 106. 
Alexander, i, 7, 150, 

166-ii,62. 
Alford, ii, 42. 
Alfray, ii, 16. 
Alfred, i, 51. 
Alfredstone, i, 49. 
Alfriston, i, 56. 
Algar, i, 27. 
Algood, ii, 123. 
Alison, i, 171. 
Aiken, i, 166. 
Alket, i, 161. 
Allan, i, 16S-ii, 62. 
Allanson, i, 166. 
Allcbin, ii, 42. 
Allcock, i, 164. 
Allcocks, i, 162. 
Allcorn, ii, 38. 
Allen, i, 150-ii, 165. 
Alley, i, 166. 
Allfraye, i, 146. 
Allfree, i, 144. 
Allgood, i, 144. 
AlIix, i, 166. 
Allkins, i, 168. 
Allnutt, ii, 91. 
Allom, i, 186. 
Alloway, ii, 63. 
Allsop, i, 46. 
Allwood, ii, 42. 

* The names included m the Roll of Battel Abbey, and the list of 
Latinized Surnames, are not given in this index. 
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Allwork, ii, 38. 
Allworthy, ii, 21. 
Almack, ii, 53. 
Alman, i, 52. 
Almond, i, 183. 
Alshop, ii, 42. 
A'Luke, i, 38. 
Alum, i, 186. 
Amber, i, IB6. 
Ambler, i, 116,117. 
Ambrose, i, 150. 
Amoor, i, 79. 
Amoore, i, 54, 61. 
Amor, i, 79. 
Amore, i, 60. 
Amos, i, IS0-ii, 62. 
Anchor, ii, 24. 
And, ii, 27. 
Anderson, i, 166. 
Andrew, i, 150, 166-

ii,64. 
Andrews, i, 166. 
Angel, i, 20B-ii, 23. 
Angelo, ii, 21. 
Angevin, i, 52. 
Angler, i, 118. 
Anguish, i, 228. 
Angus, ii, 63. 
Annan, ii, 63. 
Anne, i, 157. 
Annis, i, 171. 
A'Noke, i, 60, 61. 
Ansell, i, 152. 
Anson, i, 157. 
Anstis, i, 152. 
Anstruther, ii, 63. 
Anthony, i, 150, 166. 
Antrobus, ii, 42. 
Anvil, ii, 75. 
Anyone, ii, 27. 
Ap Evan, i, 14. 
Ap Howell, i, 17,169. 
Apostles, i, 208. 
Applegarth, i, 62. 
Applegate, i, 62. 
Applejohn, i, 173. 
Appleyard, i, 62. 
Appletree, i, 85. 
Apps, i, 85. 
Apreece, i, 170. 
Ap Rhys, i, 17, 170. 

Ap Roger, i, 17. 
Ap Richard, i, 17. 
Apjohn, ii, 53. 
Aquila, i, 2S-ii, 184, 

190. 
Arblaster, i. 118, 127. 
Archer, ii, 64. 
Archbishop, i, 135. 
Archdeacon,i,124,137. 
Argenton, i, 44. 
Aries, i, 191. 
Arkwright, i, 107. 
Arlington, i, 56. 
Arminger, i, 123. 
Armitage, i, 62. 
Armorer, i, 105. 
Armour, ii, 64. 
Arms, ii, 25. 
Armstrong,i, 141, 146 

-ii, 9, 61. 
Arnold, i, 150. 
Arnot, ii, 62. 
Arrow, i, 201. 
Arrowsmith, i, 104, 

119. 
Arsmith, i, 104. 
Arthur, i, 150, 166-

ii,63. 
Arundel, i, 56, 196-

ii, 107,108. 
Ash, i, 62-ii, 48. 
Ashbee, i, 66. 
Ashburner, i, 105. 
Ashburnham, i, 56. 
Ashe, i, 85. 
Ashenbottom, i, 65. 
Ashburst, ii, 30. 
Ashplant. i, 183. 
Ashpital, i, 76. 
Ashton, ii, 105. 
Askew, i, 152, 255. 
Aspen, i, 85. 
Ass, i, 176. 
Assdrummer, i, 35. 
Atcock, i, 161, 166. 
Athill, i, 61. 
Atkey, i, 77. 
Atkins, i, 166. 
Atkinson, i. 166. 
Atmere, i. 61. 

I Atmoor, i, 54. 

Atmore, i, 61. 
A'Toms, i; 38. 
Atsea, i, 83. 
Attbrigge, i, 61. 
A ttechurch. i, 61. 
Atte Crouch, i, 70. 
Atte Denne, i, 71. 
Attediche, i, 61. 
Atte Fenne, i, 71. 
Attegate, i, 61. 
Attfield, i, 71. 
Atte Halle, i, 46. 
Atte Hall, i, 61. 
Atte Hawe, i, 61. 
Atte Holle, i, 61. 
Atte Hull, i, 60. 
Atte Kirk, i, 61. 
Attemore, i, 79. 
Atte Mylle, i, 61. 
Atte Mylne, i, 61. 
Atte Nasche, i, 61. 
Atten.Ash, i, 61. 
Atten.Eye, i, 61. 
Attercliffe, i, 61. 
Atterill, i, 82. 
Atte Style, i, 60. 
Atte Tower, i, 60. 
Atte Towers, i, 46. 
Atte.Wsill, i, 61. 
Attewelle, i, 61. 
Attewind, i, 61. 
At.the.Style, i, 36. 
At.the.Welle, i, 36. 
Attibridge, i, 66. 
Attmore, i, 60. 
Attree, i, 85. 
Attridge, i, 82. 
Atts, i, 166. 
Attwater, i, 86. 
Attwood, i, 59, 87. 
Atty, i, 166. 
Atwyk, i, 61. 
Aubrey, i, 150. 
Aucher, i, 152. 
August, i, 217. 
Auld, ii, 58. 
Aurel, i, 151. 
Austin, i, 152. 
Avery, i, 127. 
Avis, i, 157,191,232. 
Avranche, i, 44. 
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Axe, i, 201. 
Ayer, ii, 143. 
Aylward, i, 133. 
Aylwin, i, 144. 
Ayscough, i, 1:'12. 

Baa, i, ]43. 
Babb,i,I71. 
Baby, i, 214. 
Bacchus, i, 76, 209. 
Bachelor, i, 147. 
Bachuse, i, 35. 
Back, i, 63, 74-ii, 25, 

3],63. 
Backhouse, i, 76. 
Bacock, i, 165. 
Bacon, i, liB-ii, 20, 

116,127. 
Bad, i. 221-ii, 61. 
Badcock, i, 161, 162, 

164,166. 
Badger, i, 176. 
Badman, i, 225. 
Bag, ii, 24. 
Bagster, i, 114. 
Bagwell, ii, 27. 
Baigenet, ii, 64. 
Bailey, i, 124. 
Baillie, ii, 60, 62 
Baine, i,63. 
Baird, ii, 61, 171. 
Bairnsfather, i, 213-

ii, 58. 
Baker, i, 36, 104-ii, 

54, 165. 
Bakere, i. 99. 
Balbirnie, ii, 63. 
Balchin, i, 180. 
Balcock, i, 166. 
Balcombe, i, 56. 
Bald, i, 23. 
Baldhead, ii, 58. 
Bale, i, 228. 
Balderson, i, 166. 
Baldey, i, 166. 
Baldock, i, 164, 166. 
Baldric, i, 152. 
Baldwin, i, 150, 166-

ii, lli. 
Ball, i, 166-ii, 24. 
Balloch, i, 147. 

Balsam, i, 183. 
Balun, i, 44. 
Bancker, i, lQ5. 
Band, ii, 62. 
Bane, i, 147. 
Banister, i, 108. 
Bank, i, 63-ii, 60. 
Banks, i. 59, 63, 246 

-ii,87. 
Banner, i, 201-ii, 64. 
Bannerman, i,118,125 

-ii, 64, 117. 
Barber, ii, 62. 
Barberry, i, 183. 
Barbour, ii, 52. 
Barchard, i, 152. 
Bardolf,i,150-ii,171. 
Bardolph, i, 32, 152. 
Bards, i, 105. 
Bardsea, ii,49. 
Barefoot, i.l1-ii,205. 
Barge, ii, 24. 
Barham, i, 47. 
Barker, i, 107, 261-

ii, 59,103. 
Barley, i, 185. 
Barleyman, i, 106 
Barn, i, 63, 80. 
Barnacle, i, 178. 
Barnard,i,16G-ii,M, 

83. 
Barnes, i, 63. 
Barnett, i, 16G-ii, M. 
Barney, ii, 129. 
Barnham, i, 56. 
Barnum, ii,31. 
Baron, i, 137. 
Barr, i, 198-ii, 64, 

155. 
Barrack, i, 63. 
Barrat, i, 145-ii. 35. 
Barrell, i, 201. 
Barrette, i, 206. 
Barringer, i, 152-ii, 

35. 
Barrister, i, 105. 
Barron, i, 123-ii, 60. 
Barrow, i, 63-ii,54. 
Barry, i, 17-ii, 173. 
Bartholomew, i, 150, 

166. 

Bartlett, i, 16/!. 
Barton, i, 63. 
Barwicke, i, 56. 
Baseri, 183. 
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Basil, i, 150. 
Baskerfield, ii, 34. 
Baskerville, i, 44-ii, 

34. 
Basketseler, i, 37. 
Baskett, i, 201. 
Bassano, ii, 37. 
Basset,i,142-ii,.171. 
Bastard, i, 221. 
Batchelor. i. 212-ii, 

58. 
Bateman, i, 126. 
Bates, i, 166. 
Bath, i,56. 
Bathgate, ii, 63. 
Bathhunt, ii, 30. 
Batkin, i, 166. 
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Vigor, ii, 204. 
Villiers, i, 44. 
Vincent, i, 151-ii, 

123. 
Vine, i, 85. 
Vinehall, i, 57. 
Vincenzo, i, 3. 
Violets, i, 184. 
Virgin, i, 208. 
Virgo, i, 214. 
Virtue, i, 228-ii, 58. 
Vitty, i, 242. 
Voak, i, 243. 
Vyse, i, 56. 
Vyvian, i, 151. 

Waddle, ii, 42. 
Wade,i,58,86,155--

ii,63. 
Wadhurst, i, 57. 
Wager, ii, 63. 
Wagg, i, 241. 
Wagner, i, 104. 
Wagstaft', i, 1"6. 
Wagstaft'e, ii, 7. 
Wainman, i, 113. 
Wainwright, i, 104. 
Wait, i, 109. 
Waits, ii, 62. 
Wake, i, 86, 143, 249 

-ii, 123. 
Wakefield, ii, 63. 
Waldegrave, i, 130. 
Waldron, i, 57. 
Wales, i, 55. 
Walker, i, 116, 251-

ii, 59, 164, 166. 
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Wall, i, 86-ii, 64. 
Wallis, i, 55. 
Walle, i, 86. 
Wallaee, ii, 62. 
Waller, i,212-ii, 128. 
Walsh, i, 55. 
Walter, i, 151, 171. 
Walters, i, 171. 
Walton, ii, 21. 
Waupull, i, 59. 
Wand, ii, 63. 
Want, i, 228. 
Wanton, i, 221. 
Waps, i, 242. 
War, i, 228. 
Warbolt, i, 241. 
Ward, i, 133-ii, 64, 

164, 166. 
Wardedu, i, 215. 
Wardeux, i, 215. 
Warden, i, 125, 133-

ii,64. 
Wardroper, i, 126. 
Wardrobe, ii, 61. 
Ware, ii. 62. 
Warnt'.r, i, 155. 
Warrand, ii, 60. 
Warren, i, 44, 86. 
Warrener, i, H8. 
Warwick, i, 56. 
Washington, i, 57. 
Wasp, i, 183. 
Wat, i, 157. 
Watcock, i, 171. 
Water, i, 33, 35, 86-

ii,62. 
Waterleder, i, 106. 
Waterman, i, 106. 
Waten, i, 59, 86, 214 

-ii, 59, 62. 
Watkins, i, 171. 
Watkinson, i, 171. 
Watlington, i, 57. 
Watone, ii, 27. 
Watson, i, In-ii, 62, 

166. 
Watt, i, 17I-ii, 59. 
Watts, i, 171. 
Way,i,86. 
Waygood, ii, 27. 
Waynllete, ii, 41, 52. 

INDEX OF SURNAMES. 

Weakley, i, 140. 
Wear, i, 59. 
Weatherly, ii, 64. 
Weaver, i, 105. 
Webb, i, 122-ii, 61. 
Webbe, i, 107. 
Webber, i, 107. 
Weber, i, 107. 
Webster, i, 114, 115-

ii, 62. 
Wedall, ii, 27. 
Wedge, i, 201. 
Wedlock, ii, 26. 
Weed, i, 184. 
Weedall, ii, 28. 
Weeding, ii, 27. 
Weekes, i, 217. 
Weeks, i, 232. 
Weir, i, 86. 
Well, i, 58. 
WeIland, i, 59. 
Welldone, i, 239,249. 
Weller, i, 86. 
Wells, i, 56,59, 86, 171 

-ii, 59, 122. 
Welebome, ii, 47. 
Weleh, ii, 64. 
Wenman, i, U3. 
Werk, i,86. 
West,i,71-ii,59,128. 
Western, ii, 21. 
Westmoreland, i, 56. 
Westphal, i, 55. 
Westphaling, i, 55. 
Wetherhogg, i, 176. 
Whale, i, 183. 
Whalebelly, i, 224. 
Whalley, ii, 113. 
Wheatsheaf, ii, 104. 
Wheeler,i, 105, 147-

ii, 93. 
Wherry, ii, 24. 
Whetstone, i, 186. 
Whigam, ii, 61. 
Whirle, i, 225. 
Whist, ii, 24. 
Whistler, i, 241. 
Whitaker, i. 87. 
White, i, 23, 38, 140, 

229, 232-ii,61, 73, 
166. 

Whitegift, ii, 42. 
Whitehead, i, 140-ii, 

58. 
Whitehorse, i, 198. 
Whitelock, i, 140. 
Whiteman, i, 140. 
Whiter, i, 106. 
Whitesides, i, 140. 
Whitfeld, ii, 40. 
Whitford, i, 66. 
Whitbair, i, ao. 
Whiting, i, 23, 183. 
Whitster, i, 114. 
Whitting, ii, 60. 
Whole-work, ii, 27. 
Wiat, ii, 128. 
Wiburt, i, 49. 
Wiburton, i, 49. 
Wieber, i, 90. 
Wick, i, 58, 86. 
Wickens, i, 171. 
Wickeson, i, 171. 
Wickliffe, ii, 20. 
Widdup, ii, 27. 
Willford, i, 51. 
Widicombe, ii, 30. 
Widmer, i, 145. 
Widowson, i, 157. 
Wiggles, i, 142. 
Wight, i, 147. 
Wigmund, i, 21. 
Wigram, ii, 53. 
WigseU, ii, 28. 
Wigson, i, 156. 
Wilberforce, ii, 29,38. 
Wilbraham, ii, 38. 
Wilburgb{oss, ii, 38. 
Wilburgham, ii, 38. 
Wilcock, i, 161. 
Wilcocke, i, 160,164, 

171. 
Wilcockes, i, 161. 
Wilcockson, i, 171. 
Wilcox,i,162,164,171. 
Wilcoxon, i, 161, 171. 
Wild, i, 143, 147, 261 

-ii, 61. 
Wildbore, i, U6-ii, 

145. 
Wildgoose,i,178. 
Wildish, i, 55. 
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Wildrake, i, 178. 
Wilkins, i, 171, 172. 
Wilkinlon, i, 34, 171, 

172,173. 
Wilkot, i, 161. 
Wilks, i, 171, 172. 
Will, ii, 60. 
Willaf, i, 51. 
Willard, i, 38, 239. 
Willet, i, 171. 
Willey, i, 143. 
William, i, 171. 
Williams, i, 19, 20, 

40, 171-ii, 54, 
127, 164, 166. 

Williamson, i, 171, 
173. 

WilJingdon, i, 57. 
Willis, i, 171. 
Willmot, i, 171. 
Willock, i, 164. 
Willoshed, ii, 27. 
Willott, i, 171. 
Willow8, i, 34, 85. 

. Willy, i, 171. 
Willyaml, ii, 52. 
Wilmot, i, 160. 
Wilmlhurst, ii, 30. 
WillOn,i.34,171,173 

-ii,166. 
Wilton, i, 47. 
Wiltshire, i, 56. 
Wimble, i, 155-ii, 

115. 
Wimboll, i, 155. 
Winch, i, 201, 262. 
Winchelsea, i, 56. 
Winchester, i, 43J 56. 
Wincup, ii, 27. 
Window, i, 241. 
Windus, i, 76. 
Wing, ii. 26. 
Wingfield, ii, 107. 
Wink, ii, 26. 
Winspear, i,146-ii, 7. 
Winter, i, 216-ii, 59. 
Winterbom, i, 64. 
Winterbottom, i, 65. 
Wight, i, 55. 
Wire, ii, 26. 
Wisberry, i, 232. 

Wisdom, i, 228. 
Wise, i, 3. 143-ii, 58. 
Wiseman, i, 144-ii, 

61. 
Wishart, i, 155. 
Wistonneston, i, 57. 
Witcher, i, 90. 
Withering, ii, 27. 
Wix, i, 86. 
Wodegatehouse, i, 33. 
Wodge, i.243. 
Wodsworth, i, 247. 
Wold, i, 87. 
Wolfe, i, 187,258. 
Wolfheryng, i, 242. 
Wood, i, 3,48,58, 59, 

87,232,259,262-
ii, 61, 113, 164, 
166. 

Woodbine, i, 184. 
Woodcock, i,160, 163, 

178,182. 
Woode, ii, 51. 
Woodhead,i,220-ii, 

42. 
Woodhouse, i, 234-

ii,58. 
Woodmonger, i, 109. 
Woodpecker, i, 178. 
Woodreeve, i, 125. 
Woodriff, i, 125. 
Woodroafe, i, 125. 
Woodrow, i, 125. 
Woodruff, i, 125. 
Woods, i, 74, 87. 
Woodward, i, 133. 
Woodus, i, 75. 
Woodyer, i, 104. 
Woolcock, i. 171. 
Wooicot, i, 171. 
Wooler, i, 106, 113. 
Wooley, ii, 59. 
Woolgar, i, 156. 
Woolman, i, 113. 
Woolmer, i, 156. 
Wools, i, 242. 
Woorall, i, 144. 
Workman, i, 176-ii, 

62. 
Wormewood. ii, 42. 
Worms, i, 183. 

:rous. 

243 

Worth, i, 58, 87. 
Wox. i, 242. 
Wren. i, 178. 
Wright. i, 105, 259-

ii, 62, 164, 166. 
Wrightson, i, 157. 
Wrotham, ii, 48. 
Wulgar, i, 156. 
Wulmer, i, 156. 
Wyatt, ii, 53. 
Wyattville, ii, 53. 
Wych, i, 85. 
Wychals, i, 142. 
Wyche, i, 87. 
Wykeham, ii, 52. 
Wylie, i, 171-ii, 59. 
Wyiy, i, 36. 
Wympier, i, 107. 

Ximines, ii, 37. 

Yaiowhaire, i, 140. 
Yard, ii, 24. 
Yarde, i, 117 • 
Yare, i, 59. 
Yarrow, i, 59. 
Yate, i, 87. 
Yates, i, 87. 
Yeaman, ii, 64. 
Year, ii, 59. 
Yeoman, i, 123. 
Yett, ii, 64. 
Ylbod, i, 226. 
York, i, 3. 
Yorke, i, 56. 
Yonge, ii, 52. 
Young, i, 215, 216-

ii,58. 
Younger, i, 215--ii, 

58. 
Younghusband, i,212, 

216, 261, 262--ii, 
58. 

Youngman, i, 214. 
Youngson, i, 212-ii, 

58. 
Yule, ii, 59. 
Yvegod, i, 35. 

Zeal, ii. 26. 
Zonch, i, 84-ii, 203. 
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