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Preface,

4
F the oft-quoted sentiment of Te-
rence—

“ Homo sum ; humani nihil a me alienum puto,”

which drew down thunders of applause
from the auditories of antient times, be
o equally deserving of respect in our own ;
¥y and if the assertion of Puteanus be true,
that, ““Sine Nomine, Homo non est,”*
—that the name 1s essential to the man,—
@ few apologies will be necessary for the
%O publication of the following Prolusions,
= whose des1gn is to illustrate the personal
. and generic nomenclature of an impor-
tant and influential section of the human
race. The utilitarian, it is true, may regard my
labours as of little value, and put in a ¢ Cui bono ?’
but my reply to him shall be a brief one.—‘“Whatever

(

* Diatr. De Erycio.
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serves to gratify a laudable, or even a merely harm-
less, curiosity, is useful, and therefore not to be
~ despised.”

That a curiosity as to the origin of proper names,
and particularly of surnames, has prevailed to some
extent is certain, from the number of literary men
in England who have written (however slightly and
unsatisfactorily) upon the subject, within the last
three centuries; and that it s/ prevails is shown
by the fact that since I undertook, a few years ago,
more fully to illustrate the history and signification
of our Family Names, scarcely a single week has
passed without my receiving communications on the
subject, both from literary friends, and from total
strangers, unconnected with literature. Hundreds
of letters from all parts of this country, from Scot-
land, Wales, Ireland, France, Belgium, and America,
convince me, at least, that the inquiry is not devoid
of interest, while at the same time they afford a
flattering testimony that my investigations have
been well received and appreciated.

The history of proper names not only affords a
very curious chapter for the etymologist, but also
illustrates the progress of society, and throws much
light upon the customs and pursuits of departed ages.

With regard to English Surnames, there are two
circumstances which demand remark in this Preface:
namely, their great variety, and their extraordinary
number.
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That they should exhibit the former feature is not
surprising, since, in the words of an eminent anti.
quary,* ¢ we have borrowed names from everything
both good and bad.” As this variety will fully
develope itself in the respective chapters of the pre-
sent Essay, I shall merely insert here, by way of
proof, two or three lists of the surnames occurring
among many others, in some of our public bodies.
The first is from the humorous ¢ Heraldic Anomalies’
of Dr. Nares:

*1 have seen what was called an ‘ Inventory of the Stock Exchange
Articles,” to be seen there every day (Sundays and holidays excepted)
from ten till four o’clock.

* A Raven, a Nightingale, two Daws and a Swift.

A Flight and a Fall!

Two Foxes, a Wolf and two Shepherds.

A Taylor, a Collier, a Mason, and a Tanner.

Three Turners, four Smiths, three Wheelers.

Two Barbers, a Paynter, a Cook, a Potter, and five Coopers.

Two Greens, four Browns, and two Greys.

A Pilgrim, a King, a Chapel, a Chaplain, a Parson, three Clerks,
and a Pope.

Three Baileys, two Dunns, a , and a Hussey!

A Hill, a Dale, and two Fields.

A Rose, two Budds, a Cherry, a Flower, two Vines, a Birch, a
Fearn, and two Peppercorns.

A Steel, two Bells, a Pulley, and two Bannisters.

«“Of towns: Sheffield, Dover, Lancaster, Wakefield, and Ross.
Of things : Barnes, Wood, Coles, Staples, Mills, Pickles, and, in fine,
a Medley!

* Camden,
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¢ Our House of Commons has at different and no very distant times
numbered amongst its members—

A Fox,

Two Drakes,
Three Cocks,
Two Lambs,
Two Bakers,
A Plummer,

A Cooper,

A Hare,

A Finch,

A Hart,

A Leach,

Two Taylors,
A Miller,

An Abbot,
Nine Smiths!!!

A Rooke,
Two Martins,
Two Herons,
A Swan,

A Turner,

A Farmer,

A TFalconer,

A Porter, Three Pitts, Two Hills,
Two Woods, An Orchard, and a Barne,

Two Lemons with One Peel !

Two Roses, One Ford, Two Brookes,
One Flood and yet but one Fish!
A Forester, an Ambler, a Hunter,

and only One Ryder.

 But what is the most surprising and melancholy thing of all, it
has never had more than one Ckristian belonging to it, and at present

195

is without any

From many other pieces of humour of the same
kind I select the two following. The first is an
impromptu occasioned by the proposed elevation of
Alderman Wood to the office of Lord Mayor, some

years since :

“In choice of Mayors *twill be confest,

Our citizens are prone to jest :

Of late a gentle Flower they tried,
November came, and check’d its pride.

A Hunter next on palfrey grey
Proudly pranced Ais year away.

They next, good order’s foes to scare,
Placed Birck upon the civic chair.

Alas! this year, ’tis understood,

They mean to make a Mayor of #ood
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The next is from a Methodist Almanack pub-
lished three or four years since, and is entitled
¢ Wesleyan Worthies, or Ministerial Misnomers.’

“If “union is strength,’ or if aught’s in a name,
The Wesleyan Connexion importance may claim ;
For where is another—or Church, or communion—
That equals the following pastoral union:

A Dean and a Deakin, a Noble, a Squire,
An Officer, Constable, Sargeant, and Cryer,
A Collier, a Carter, a Turner, a Tayler,
A Barber, a Baker, a Miller, a Naylor,
A Walker, a Wheeler, a Waller, a Ridler,
A Tisher, a Slater, a Harpur, a Fidler,
A Pinder, a Palmer, a Shepherd, and Crook,
A Smith, and a Mason, a Carver, and Cook ;
An Abbott, an Usher, a Batcheler Gay,
A Marshall, a Steward, a Knight, and a Day,
A Meyer, an Alde-mann, Burgess, and Ward,
A Wiseman, a Trueman, a Freeman, a Guard,
A Bowman, a Cheeseman, a Colman, with Slack,
A Britten, a Savage, a White, and a Black,
French, English, and Scots—North, Southerne, and West,
Meek, Moody, and Meysey, Wilde, Giddy, and Best,
Brown, Hardy, and Ironsides, Manly, and Strong,
Lowe, Little, and Talboys, Frank, Pretty, and Young,
With Garretts, and Chambers, Halls, Temple, and Flowers,
Groves,Brooks, Banks, and Levells, Parkes, Orchards, and Bowers,
‘Woods, Warrens, and Burrows, Cloughs, Marshes, and Moss,
A Vine, and a Garner, a Crozier, and Cross;
Furze, Hedges, and Hollis, a Broomfield, and Moor,
Drake, Partridge, and Woodcock—a Beach, and a Shoar,
Ash, Crabtree, and Hawthorn, Peach, Lemmon, and Box,
A Lyon, a Badger, a Wolfe, and a Fox,
Fish, Hare, Kidd, and Roebuck, a Steer, and a Ray,
Cox, Ca'ts, and a Talbot, Strawe, Cattle, and Hay,
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Dawes, Nightingales, Buntings, and Martins, a Rowe,
‘With Bustard, and Robin, Dove, Swallow, and Crowe,
Ham, Bacon, and Butters, Salt, Pickles, and Rice,

A Draper, and Chapman, Booths, Byers, and Price,
Sharp, Sheers, Cutting, Smallwood, a Cubitt, and Rule,
Stones, Gravel, and Cannell, Clay, Potts, and a Poole,
A Page, and a Beard, with Coates and a Button,

A Webb, and a Cap—Lindsay, Woolsey, and Cotton,
A Clozke, and a Satchell, a Snowball, and Raine,

A Leech, and a Bolus, a Smart, and a Payne,

A Stamp, and a Jewel, a Hill, and a Hole,

A Peck, and a Possnet, a Slug, and a Mole,

A Horn, and a Hunt, with a Bond, and a Barr,

A Hussey, and Wedlock, a Driver, and Carr,

A Cooper, and Adshead, a Bird, and a Fowler,

A Key, and a Castle, a Bell, and a Towler,

A Tarr, and a Shipman, with Quickfoot, and Toase,

A Leek, and a Lilly, a Green, Budd, and Bowes,

A Creed, and a Sunday, a Cousen, a Lord,

A Dunn, and a Bailey, a Squarebridge, and Ford,

A No-all, and Doolittle—Hopewell, and Sleep,

And Kirks, Clarkes, and Parsons, a Grose, and a Heap,
‘With many such worthies, and others sublimer,
Including a Homer, a Pope, and A RHYMER.”

If English Surnames are remarkable for their
variety, they are no less so for their number. How
great the latter may be, it would be a hopeless task
to attempt to ascertain: it is sufficient to say with
the Rev. Mark Noble, that “it is almost beyond
belief.”” A friend of that gentleman * amused him-
self with collecting all such as began with the
letter A : they amounted to more than one thousand
five hundred. It is well known that some letters
of the alphabet are initials to more surnames than A :
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allowing for others which have not so many, the
whole number will be bdefween thirty and forty
thousand I’ *

The Rev. E. Duke, in his valuable and extremely
curious ‘ Palle of John Palle,’ starts the ques-
tion, “whether the English nomenclature is or is
not on the increase?”’ and he decides that, not-
withstanding many of the older surnames become
extinct every century,t it is still on the increase,

* Hist. Coll. Arms, Prelim. Dissertation. My late learned and highly
esteemed correspondent E. J. Vernon, Esq. B.A., in some strictures on
the second edition of this work, published in the Literary Gazette, ex-
presses a doubt as to this estimate. He says the surnames derived * from
Christian and Anglo-Saxon names and thejr modifications, amount to
about 700 ; names from trades and offices, &c. to between 300 and 400 ;
and 500 may be allowed for the other smaller classes; making in all 1500
or 1600. If now we keep to the random, but we think most ample, guess,
of as many thousand local surnames, the total, which may be called
between 15,000 and 20,000, will, we think, be much nearer the mark
than Mr. Noble’s estimate of ¢between 30,000 and 40,000."”

I must beg, however, to state my conviction of the correctness of this esti-
mate, or rather assert its falling short of the truth. There are thousands
of names borrowed from places which are almost limited to the localities
which gave them birth, and which would consequently elude the notice of
the name-hunter, unless he penetrated into every nook and corner of the
kingdom. There are more than 10,000 parishes in England; and topo-
graphical antiquaries will bear me out in the assertion, that a single parish
often comprises six, ten, or even more manors, hamlets, and other sub-
divisions, each of which has surnamed its family. Besides, Mr. Noble’s
calculation is formed upon a basis which would rather fall short of, than
exceed, the truth. 4

1 I am disposed to doubt the utter extinction of any name, when it has
once become widely spread. Families, it is true, may fail in the elder or
wealthier line, and female heirs convey property into other names; but
in an overwhelming majority of cases there are descendants of other lines
of the family left, and these often ramify and spread extensively in a more

a
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and he accounts for this singular fact, by the fol-
lowing arguments: ‘ Some [names] originated from
the influx of foreigners caused by royal marriages—
by refuge from persecutions—by expatriations arising
from revolutions—by the settlement of alien manu-
facturers ; and the names of many of these have
often been altered and anglicised, and their pos-
terity have in the bearing thereof become as genuine
Englishmen. At other times fictitionus names have
started up and been perpetuated within our own
country, from their adoption, in the removal from
one part of the kingdom to another, by the criminal
and by the insolvent. Another increment of names
arises perhaps from the occasional settlement here
of Americans and West Indians; for it is a certain
and curious fact that although America was origi-
nally peopled from this country, yet it varies very
essentially in its nomenclature from that of Eng.
land.”*

Our great antiquary, the illustrious CAMDEN, was
among the first who paid any considerable attention

plebeian grade. Hundreds of our old patrician names have survived the
wreck of that greatness with which they were once invested. Why, the
illustrious names inscribed on the famous Battel-Abbey Roll nearly all
exist at this day, after a lapse of eight centuries, if not in the peerage, at
least in the cottages of the poor, and often disguised in an orthography
which almost defies identification. The reader will find this subject more
fully discussed hereafter.

* Vol. I, Notes, p. 404. One reason, among others, that might be
assigned for this dissimilarity, is the large intermixture of Dutch, German
and French families with those of English extraction.
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to the subject of English Surnames. He has an
amusing and learned chapter on the subject in his
‘ Remaines,” occupying, in an early edition, about
forty-eight pages of that work. This forms the
basis of all that can be said on English family
names. After Camden comes Verstegan, who,
though less accurate in his knowledge of the sub-
ject, gives many useful hints which serve greatly
for the purpose of amplification. Among more
recent writers, four clergymen, the Rev. Dr. Pegge,
the Rev. Mark Noble, the Rev. E. Duke, and the
Rev. G. Oliver, bave each added something new in
illustration of the subject. It seems that various
other antiquaries, whose productions have never
seen the light, have been labourers in the same
field. In Collet’s ¢ Relics of Literature,” 1823,
1t is stated that,

“Mr. Cole, the antiquary, was very industrious in collecting names,
and in one of his volumes of MSS. he says, he had the intention,
some time or other, of making a list of such as were more particularly
striking and odd, in order to form the foundation of an Essay upon
the subject. A friend of the present writer has gone much farther,
and has collected several thousand rare names, which he has partly
classified.”

The late Mr. Haslewood also appears to have
done something of the same kind. He had a most
extensive collection, which was disposed of at the
sale of his library, but which I have not been able
to trace to its final destination.
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There are two manuscripts on Surnames in the
Harleian collection. The first, No. 4056, Origin
of Surnames,’” is loosely written upon seven pages.
It is a mere abstract from Camden, with scarcely
anything additional, except a paragraph in which
the writer differs from that author (as it will be
seen that I also do), with respect to the precise
date of the introduction of Surnames into England.
The second MS. No. 4630, ‘ The original or begin-
ning of Surnames,’ is likewise from Camden, and
has only a single original paragraph: of this I have
availed myself at the proper place. Both MSS.
form only portions of the volumes in which they
occur.

Some years since, the Rev. George Oliver, of
Grimsby, announced that he was preparing for the
press a work on Surnames. This intention has not,
I believe, been carried into effect. Judging from
his able communication on the subject to the
+ “ Gentleman’s Magazine,* we cannot but regret the
abandonment of his design. From that communi-
cation I shall take the liberty of making an extract,
which, while it expresses precisely my own views,
will also serve as an apology for any incorrect con-
clusions I may have arrived at in the course of
these volumes.

“To account for, and accurately to class, the
whole circle of Surnames which at present abound

* For 1830, i, 298.
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in the world, would probably exceed the capacity of
the most talented individual, unless his whole and
undivided attention were devoted to its study and
developement ; and it is to be feared that the effect
might appear greatly disproportionate to the means
employed. In this respect the theory of surnames
bears an affinity to the doctrine of fluxions, without
the advantage of equal utility ; for as a knowledge
of algebra, geometry, logarithms, and infinite series,
is equally and indispensably necessary to a right
understanding of fluxions ; so, to enter fully into
the theory of surnames, an intimate acquaintance
with history and antiquities,—dead and living lan-
guages,—the state of society and manners in all
ages and nations,—localities and peculiarities,—
national and family connexions,—the passions and
prejudices of human nature,—the cant words and
technical phrases of every description of men,—is
absolutely essential ; else the anxious theorist will
be at a loss to comprehend the origin of many un-
couth names, or the relation they bear to each other,
diversified as they are by a succession of shades and
tints which are almost imperceptible; and he will
find it difficult to determine with undeviating
accuracy whether many of the names he investi-
gates be primitive, derivative, or contingent; or to
trace them through all the devious and uncertain
etymologies in which they are imbedded and en-
twined.”
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Having thus mentioned what my predecessors have
done, it may be expected that I should give some
account of my own humble labours. But as they are
before the reader, I shall content myself with bor-
rowing the words of Verstegan: * Because men are
naturally desirous to know as much as they may, and
are much pleased to understand of their own offspring
[descent] which by their Surnames may well be dis-
cerned, if they be Surnames of continuance, 1 Zave,
herein, as near as I can, endeavoured myself fo give
the courteous reader satisfaction.”

And, as I have been actuated by this desire, I
deem it but justice to myself to state, that if I have
assigned to any name a meaning that is little compli-
mentary to the persons who happen to bear it, it has
been the farthest from my intention to insult their
feelings. So little has this been my wish or my endea-
vour, that I have, on the contrary, made it one of my
chief objects to investigate the etymology of many
names which have generally been considered to imply
something low or disgraceful, and have proved, satis-
factorily I trust, that they mean nothing that their
possessors have the slightest reason to be ashamed of.
Thus, while I have “filched” no one of his “good
name,” I have, I hope, been so happy as to make
many a person upon better terms with his own appel-
lative—which he may hitherto have considered
(etymologically) anything but a good one—than he
has ever been before.
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After all, “What’s in a NAMEP” ““for neither the
good names do grace the bad, neither doe evill names
disgrace the good. If names are to be accounted
good or bad, in all countries both good and bad haue
bin of the same Surnames which as they participate
one with the other in glory, so sometimes in shame.
Therefore for ancestors, parentage, and names, as
Seneca said, let every man say, Viz ea nostra voco.
Time hath intermingled and confused all, and wee
are come all to this present by successive variable
descents from high and low; or as hee saith more
plainely, the low are descended from the high, and,
contrariwise, the high from the low.”*

The present Edition of this work contains nearly
three times as much matter as the first, and about
double that of the second. The general arrangement
is nearly that of the former editions, but every chapter
has been materially enlarged, and several new chap-
ters have been added. These additions, coupled with
the rejection of whatever hypotheses formerly ad-
vanced I have found untenable, almost constitute the
present edition a new work. Proceeding upon the
principle—facile est inventis addere,” my ¢lyttel
boke’ has become a somewhat large one—the largest,

* Camden.
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I think I may say, that has yet appeared upon the
subject of proper names. It is also the only one of
any considerable extent exclusively devoted to family
nomenclature.

This extension will explain itself to those readers
who have honoured my former editions with a
perusal. I have not forgotten the venerable adage,
that ‘a great book is a great evil ;’ but the continual
occurrence of names heretofore unknown or unno-
ticed, and the extensive correspondence before alluded
to, have almost inevitably conduced to this result.
That my additional lucubrations may meet with the
same indulgent reception as the former ones have
done, is all that I can reasonably expect or desire.

I cannot but anticipate disappointment, on the
part of numerous readers, at the non-appearance of
their names in these volumes. The immense scope
- of the subject must be my only apology. A vast
multitude of names must necessarily have escaped
my notice, and a large number have baffled all
attempts on my: part to give a reasonable account of
their origin.  Although it is quite true that *“he
teaches well who teaches a,” yet is the sentiment
of the Greek philosopher* no less so: “ As it is the
commendation of a good huntsman to find game ina
wide wood, so ¢ is no imputation if he hath not
caught all.”

* Plato.
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In conclusion ; I should be guilty of great ingra-
titude, were I to omit to offer my sincerest thanks to
those gentlemen who have rendered me valuable
assistance in the production of these volumes. And
first, my special acknowledgments are due to my
intelligent and worthy publisher, Mr. John Russell
Smith, who has spared no pains in placing within
my reach many valuable works, to which I could not
otherwise have had convenient access. To Charles
Clark, Esq., of Great-Totham Hall, I am indebted
for a list of upwards of 1500 of the most singular
surnames in existence, which were collected by that
gentleman, and with many of which this publication
is enriched. The reference to the two manuscripts
in the British Museum I owe to the Rev. George C.
Tomlinson, rector of Staughton in Huntingdonshire,
whose polite and unsolicited kindness entitles him to
my warmest acknowledgments.

Thus much as regards the original edition, which,
on its publication in 1842, immediately attracted the
attention of those directors of the public taste, the
Reviewers, whose notices of my humble performance
were, upon the whole, most flattering. My thanks
are especially due to the conductors of the  Literary
Gazette’ for the handsome manner in which they
threw open the columns of their valuable Journal, in
ten or twelve of its numbers, to the discussion of the
subject of this volume. The letters bearing the
signature of B. A. Oxon. were of a peculiarly in-
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teresting character, and I was fortunately enabled to
open a correspondence with the author, E. J.
VERNON, Esq., a gentleman of extensive erudition
and etymological skill. To him, as a trifling ex-
pression of my sense of the value of his communi-
cations, I had the pleasure of dedicating the second
edition. With him I took much °sweet counsel’
upon the subject of our mutual researches, but alas!
that remorseless Tyrant, who regards neither youth,
nor virtue, nor talents, proved both the falsity and
the truth of his own ambiguous motto—¢VEr-non
semper viret'—and laid him low ere yet he had
reached the summer of his days. He died in July,
1847, after a brief illness; and in him society has
lost a member of unspeakable worth, and the world
of letters a most promising labourer.*

To the Reverend StepmEN Isaacson, M.A., 1
am greatly indebted, both for numerous anecdotes
and suggestions, and for copious lists of surnames of
remarkable character.

I have likewise received considerable aid from the
Reverend F. O. Mogris, M. A., vicar of Nafferton,
who has furnished me with several lists of names.

Georee MonkraND, Esq., of Bath, forwarded
me a highly curious classified list of surnames made,

* His only published work is ‘A Guide to the Anglo-Saxon Tongue’
(London, 1846), one of the best treatises of the kind extant; but I can state
that he was engaged for the last two or three years of his life in collecting
materials for one or more volumes of a philological character.
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like the others, with the most scrupulous attention
to their authenticity. Of all these I have largely
availed myself.

Further names and illustrations have also been
obligingly contributed by J. O. Halliwell, Esq.,
F.R.S.,, F.8.A.; R. Almack, Esq., F.S.A., of
Melford; E. Pretty, Esq., of Northampton; W. H.
Blaauw, Esq., M.A., &c.; Jabez Allies, Esq., F.S.A.;
Clement Ferguson, Esq., of Dublin; North Ludlow
Beamish, Esq., F.R.S., &c. of Cork ; Miss Twynam;
John' Sykes, Esq., of Doncaster; J. H. Fennell,
Esq., &c. &c. &. The Hon. and Rev. C. W.
Bradley, M. A., of Connecticut, U. S., most politely
transmitted me a copy of his privately-printed bro-
chure mentioned below.

The following works have been consulted :

Camden’s “REMAINES concerning Britaine, but especially England,
and the Inhabitants thereof. The third Impression.” Printed
in 1623.

Verstegan’s “ RESTITUTION of decayed Intelligence in Antiquities con-
cerning Our Nation.” 1605.

The ArcuzEoLOGIA of the Society of Antiguaries, vol. xviii, pp. 105-
111, “Remarks on the Antiquity and Introduction of Surnames
into England. By James H. Markland, Esq. F.5.A.” 1813.

‘“ProrusioNEs Historicz, or the Halle of Jokn Halle; by the Rev.
Edward Duke, M.A., F.S.A,, &c.” Vol. I, Essay I.

“A History oF THE COLLEGE OF ARMs; with a Preliminary Dis-
sertation relative to the different Orders in England since the

Norman Conquest. By the Rev. Mark Noble, F.A.S. of L. and E.,
Rector of Barming in Kent, &c.” 1804,
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“The GENTLEMAN’S MAGAZINE,” 1772. Several Essays, by Dr. Pegge,
under the signature of T. Row (The Rector of Whittington) ;
and many subsequent volumes of the same periodical.

“A DIsSERTATION ON THE Names oF Persons. ByJ.H. Brady.”
12mo. London, 1822. With numerous manuscript additions by
au unknown hand.

“CuriaLia MIscELLANEA, or Anecdotes of Old Times. By Samuel
Pegge, Esq., F.S.A” 1818,

“The STRaNGER IN AMERICA. By F. H. Lieber.”

“An ExcrLisH DICTIONARY....... By N. Bailey ¢hohoyoc.” 9th
Edit. 1740.

““ JaMIESON’S ScoTTISH DICTIONARY.”

“BucHANAN ON ANWTIENT ScorTisE SUBNAMES [or Crans.”’]—
Reprint. 1820.

“Brov~t's Law DicrioNary.”

“TarBor’s ExcLisE EryMoLoGIES.” 1847. 8vo.

“PATRONOMATOLOGY, an Essay on the Philosophy of Surnames. By
C. W. Bradley, M. A., Rector of Christchurch, Connecticut.”
Baltimore, 1842. Pp. 16, 8vo.

“The IrisH PeNNY JoumNAL” Dublin, 1841. A series of six
articles on the ‘Origin and Meanings of Irish Family Names.’
By Mr. John O’Donovan. P. 326 et seq.

“ BosworTH’S ANGLO-Sax0N DictioNary.” New edition.

“ Essa1 HisTorIQUE ET PHILOSOPHIQUE SUR LES Nous D’HoMMES,
DE PruprEs, ET DE Lieux, &c. Par Eustbe Salverte.” Two
vols. 8vo. Paris, 1824.

“TraiTé DE L’OBIGINE DES NoMs ET DES Sumnoms. Par G. A.
de la Roque.” Paris, 1681.

“ON THE NamEes, SurRNAMES, AND NICKNAMES OF THE ANGLO-
Saxons. By J. M. Kemble, Esq.” 8vo, pp. 22. 1846.

“A DIcTIONARY OF ARCHAIC AND ProvinciaL Worps, &c. By
J. O. Halliwell, Esq., F.R.S.” Two vols. 8vo. 1847.

“THREE LETTERS ON NoRMAN ProPER Names. By M.de Gerville.”
In ¢ Mémoires de la Soc. des Antiquaires de Normandie,’ vol. xiii,
P- 265 et seq.

Lewes, March, 1849.



AN ESSAY

ON

ENGLISH SURNAMES.

CHAPTER 1.

OF PROPER NAMES OF PERSONS IN GENERAL.

“ Notre nom propre c’est nous-mémes.”

UR proper name (observes the learned
and elegant Salverte) is ourself—in
our thoughts, and in the thoughts of
those who know us; and nothing can

S separate it from our existence.

A name, however apparently insignificant, instantly
recalls to our remembrance the man, his personal ap-
pearance, his moral attributes, or some remarkable
event with which he is identified. The few syllables
constituting it suffice to reopen the fountain of a be-
reaved mother’s tears—to cover with blushes the fore-
head of the maiden who believes her secret about to be
revealed—to agitate the heart of the lover—to light

up in the eyes of an enemy the fire of rage—and to
1. 1
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awaken in the breast of one separated by distance from
his friend the liveliest emotions of hope or of regret.*
“This energetic power,” remarks the same writer,
“ distinguishes the Proper Noun from the common
substantive.”” It suggests no vague idea, but enforces
one that is positive and distinct.

“ Our proper name is ourself ;”—without it we have
not meore than half an existence. Hence in the earliest
and the rudest states of social life every human being
received a name. I am aware that Herodotus and
Pliny, and one or two modern writers, mention some
barbarous races who bear no distinctive appellations ;
but a little reflection before making the statement
would have convinced them of the impossibility of the
existence of language without proper names; for in the
most degraded condition of human existence, the occa-
sional necessity of speaking of absent persons would
involve the use of some epithet, and that epithet
would be to all intents and purposes a Proper Name.
The father of a family would impose a peculiar appel-
lation upon each of his children, and they in return
would give him a name by which to distinguish him
from other men. In like manner, a name would be
affixed to the superior power which was the object
of their adoration or their superstitious dread; and
all names so imposed must of necessity have been sig-
nificant.

As a principle so immediately connected with the
design of this Essay,.I repeat—that ALL NAMES WERE
ORIGINALLY SIGNIFICANT; although in the course of
ages the meaning of most of them may have lapsed
from the memory of mankind.- It is most unphiloso-
phical to arrive at the opposite conclusion. Invention

* Salverte.
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without motives and without principles is as difficult in
relation to this subject as to any other.¥

If the names of common objects were not dictated
by mere caprice, how .can we imagine that those of
persons and of places had so vague a beginning. Let
any one call to remembrance the names of his nearest
friends and neighbours, and he will immediately recog-
nise in them an identity with the names of the most
familiar objects, as Wood, Church, Hall, Tree; while
others are epithets, as Wise, Good, Long, Little; and
a third class represent localities, as York, Chichester,
Forest, Heath. He will then scarcely bring his mind
to doubt that these, in their primitive application to
persons, had some connexion with those objects, epi-
thets, and localities respectively; and if he thinks
wisely, he will hardly reject as destitute of semse or
meaning the still larger number of personal appella-
tives which convey no distinct idea to his mind.

It is matter to me of no little surprise, that among
civilized nations the generality even of educated persons
should be so incurious as they are on this subject.
They seem indeed in this respect behind many of the
barbarous tribes of both continents, who evince a desire
with respect to a stranger coming amongst them, either
to ascertain the meaning of his name in his own lan-
guage, and to translate it, or to apply to him a signifi-
cant appellation borrowed from their own dialect.
From numerous anecdotes which might be adduced to
prove this remark I will select one or two.

‘ The Sultan of Muscat taking for his physician an
Italian gentleman, demanded by what name he was
called. “ Vincenzo,” was the reply. 1 don’t under-
stand you,” said the monarch; “tell me the meaning

* Salverte.
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of the word in Arabic.” The Italian translated it by *
¢ Mansour,” victorious; and the prince, charmed with
the happy presage attached to this designation, uni-
formly styled him Ckeik Mansour.

A chief of the Delaware tribe once asked the mean-
ing of the name of Colonel Sprout, a gentleman of
extraordinary stature. He was told that it signified a
bud or sprig. “No,” replied the Indian, “he cannot -
be a sprig—he is the tree itself )%

If any further arguments are necessary to prove that
Proper Names were originally significant, let us refer to
the uniform practice of nautical discoverers with respect
to names of places. Do they ever give to a rock, an
island, a promontory, or a river an appellation without
a meaning ?- It requires but a moderate share of ety-
mological knowledge to ascertain the origin of the
greater part of the names of localities in any given
country with whose ancient and modern dialects the
inquirer 1is acquainted. - A learned German, M.
Frederick . Schlegel, has thus found in nearly all the
proper names of the Hindoos significant epithets; and
any one tolerably skilled in Anglo-Saxon, old French,
and the English of the Middle Ages, might in like
manner explain probably two thirds of our own proper
appellatives both of places and persons. All the names
of the Hebrews, as Salverte remarks, had a sense so
marked that their influence is strongly felt in the lite-
rature of that people. The same observation will apply
with considerable force to the Arabs, the Greeks, and
the Teutonic nations. Among uncivilized tribes the
same significant force attaches to their personal nomen-
clature ; and the American Indians, the Koriacs, the
Marquesans, and the Kamtschatdales may be referred

* Salverte.
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to as never imposing a name with the meaning of
which they are unacquainted.’

It is an inquiry not devoid of some interest, “ What
would the annals of mankind and the records of bio-
graphy be if people had never borne proper names?”
A mere chaos of undefined incidents, an unintelligible
mass of facts, without symmetry or beauty, and without
any interest for after ages: “sine nomine homo non
est.” Indeed, without names, mankind would have
wanted what is perhaps the greatest stimulus of which
the mind is susceptible, namely, the love of fame; and,
consequently, many of the mightiest achievements in’
every department of human endeavour would have
been lost to the world.

In the fisst ages of the world a single name was
sufficient for each individual—‘“nomen olim apud omnes
fere gentes simplex;” and that name was generally
invented for the person, in allusion to the circumstances
attending his birth, or to some personal quality he
possessed, or which his parents fondly hoped he might
in future possess. The writings of Moses and some
other books of the Old Testament furnish many proofs
of this remark. This rule seems to have uniformly
prevailed in all the nations of antiquity concerning
which we have any records, in the earliest periods of
their history. In Egypt we find persons of distinction
using only one name, as Pharaoh, Potiphar ; in Canaan,
Abraham, Isaac; in Greece, Diomedes, Ulysses; in
Rome, Romulus, Remus ; in Britain, Bran, Caradoc, &c.

Among most nations the imposition of names has
heen connected with religious rites. Among the Jews
circumcision was the rite, as baptism is in the Christian
church. The Greeks commonly named their infants
on the tenth day after birth, on which occasion a hos-
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pitable entertainment was given by the parents to their
friends, and sacrifices were offered to the gods. Thus
in the ¢ Birds’ of Aristophanes we read :

Otw T}y Sexdrny Tavryg dyw,

Kai révvop” domep wardip viv 0t Siuny.

“ On the tenth day I offered sacrifice,
And as a child’s, her name imposed.”

The Romans gave names to their male children on
the ninth day, and to girls on the eighth. The ninth
day was called dies lustricus, or the day of purification,
when religious ceremonies were practised. When the
Persians name a child a religious service is performed,
and five names are written by the father upon as many
slips of paper, and laid upon a copy of the Koran. The
first chapter of that sacred book is then read, and the
slip bearing the future name of the child is drawn at a
venture.

The sources of Proper Names are exceedingly nu-
merous as well as various. In very remote times per-
sonal appellations marked some wish or prediction on
the part of parents. To select forfunate names—the
‘bona nomina’ of Cicero, and the ¢ fausta nomina’ of
Tacitus—was ever a matter of solicitude, since it be-
came a popular maxim, ¢ Bonum nomen, bonum omen.’
“ Plautus thought it quite enough to damn a man that
he bore the name of Lyco, which is said to signify a
greedy wolf, and Livy calls the name Atrius Umber
¢ abominandi ominis nomen,’—a name of horrible
portent.”*

““ Ex bono nomine oritur bona presumptio” — from
a good name arises a good anticipation, says Panormitan;

* Nares, Heraldic Anomalies,
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and Plato in the same spirit advises all people to select
happy names,—a recommendation which our novelists
and dramatists are ever ready to follow with respect to
their heroes. Victor, Probus, Faustus, Felix, and all
similar appellatives, must in the first instances have
been employed to mark the wishes of affectionate pa-
rents, though the subsequent lives of the objects of
those wishes often gave the lie to their names. We
can hardly suppose that had the parents of Alexander
been gifted with prescience they would have honoured
that ‘“murderer of millions” with a name signifying
¢ the helper of mankind.’

Many of the earlier Hebrew names were composed
of the first words uttered by the mother, the father, or
some other person present at the instant of the birth.
The dying Rachel called her infant ¢ Benoni,” the Son
of my Sorrow, but Jacob gave him the name of
‘ Benjamin,” the Son of my Strength. Incidents con-
nected with the birth or early infancy of children also
furnished many names, as the earlier books of the Old
Testament sufficiently prove.

Complexion and other personal qualities often gave
rise to names, as Pyrrhus, ruddy ; Macros, tall ; Niger,
black ; Paulus, little. The order of birth originated
others, as Quintus, the fifth, Septimus, the seventh ;
while some had reference to the fime of nativity, as
Martius, Maius.

All the foregoing classes of names might have been
appropriately bestowed by parents upon their offspring;
but there is a very numerous class with the imposition
of which they can have had nothing to do, and which
we may suppose parental partiality would fain have
prevented. I allude to those names which reflect upon
personal blemishes or moral obliquities, and which we
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should now call nick-names or sobriquets, such as
Tpvmoc, eagle-nose ; Gvokwy, gorge-belly; Calvus, bald ;
Cocles, one-eyed; Flaccus, flap-eared ; Fronto, heavy-
browed. These, from their very nature, must have
been applied to adults, and by others than their parents
or friends. Neither were the complimentary names,
Ka)Aivicog, ‘renowned for victory,” ®kadedgoc, ‘a
lover of his brethren,” Evepyérnc, “a benefactor,” &c.
&c., conferred in very early life.

Thus much for single names: in process of time the
love of imitation led persons to adopt names which
had been, and were, borne by others; and in order to
obviate the inconvenience resulting from the difficulty
of distinguishing contemporaries designated by a com-
mon appellative, some second name was necessary. The
most obvious mode of distinction would be by the use
of the father’s name or pafronymic, and this is the
earliest approach to the modern system of nomencla-
ture. Caleb the son of Jephunneh, Joshua the son of
Nun, are early examples; so also Ixapoc rov Aatdadov,
Aadalog rov Evradpov—Icarus the son of Deedalus,
Dadalus the son of Eupalmus; and it is worthy of
observation that this primitive practice has descended
to modern times in such designations as William Fitz-
Hugh, Stephen Isaacson.

Sometimes the adjunct expressed the country or
profession, sometimes some excellence or blemish of
the bearer, as Herodotus of ¢ Halicarnassus,” Polycletes
‘the Sculptor,” Diogenes ‘the Cynic,” Dionysius the
Tyrant.’

The Romans had a very complete system of nomen-
clature. The whole commonwealth was divided into
various clans called ¢ Gentes,” each of which was sub-
divided into several families (‘ Famili@’). Thus in the
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Gens Cornelia were included the families of the Scipi-
ones, Lentuli, Cethegi, Dolabelle, Cinne, Sylle, &e.
It is doubtful, however, whether these familize were
descended from a common ancestor, though they had
religious rites in common. To mark the different
gentes and familie, and to distinguish the individuals
of the same race, they had usually three names, viz. the
¢ Preenomen,’ the ‘ Nomen,” and the ¢ Cognomen.’*

The Praznomen denoted the individual, the Nomen
marked the Gens, and the Cognomen distinguished the
Familia. Thus in Publius Cornelius Scipio, Publius
correspouded to our John, Thomas, William ; Cornelius
pointed out the ¢clan’ or ‘gens;’ and Scipio conveyed
the information that the individual in question belonged
to that particular family of the Cornelii which descended
from the pious Scipio, who, from his practice of leading
about his aged and blind father, thus figuratively be-
came his scipio or staff,

Persons of the highest eminence, particularly military
commanders, sometimes received a fourth name, or
¢ Agnomen,” often commemorative of conquests, and
borrowed from the proper name of the hostile country,
as Coriolanus, Africanus, Asiaticus, Germanicus, &c.
In general, only two of the names were used—fre-
quently but one. In addressing a person, the preno-
men was generally employed, since it was peculiar to
citizens, for slaves had no preenomen.t Hence Horace
says, ¢ delicate ears love the preenomen”—

gaudent preenomine molles

Auricule. }
Sat. ii. 5, 32.

* Adam’s Rom. Antiq. + Adam.
t In Germany at the present day the lower ranks of society are re-
minded of their inferiority, by having the definite article prefixed to their
1
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Two brothers sometimes bore the same preenomen.
So in England, some centuries since, two brothers oc-
casionally had the same Christian name ; and Salverte
mentions an enthusiastic Scot, a partizan of the fallen
house of Stuart, who gave four of his sons the name of
Charles-Edward !

The Romans borrowed the form of their names from
the older natives of Italy, and particularly from the
Etruscans. In all those parts of Italy which the
Greeks had not penetrated, the personages quoted in
history anteriorly to the conquest of their country by
the Romans bore family names, preceded or followed by
an individual denomination ; and, among the Etruscans,
it is clear from Passeri,* that there existed the nomen,
prenomen, and cognomen, as among the Romans, who
adopted not only their mode of nomenclature, but also
a great number of their names themselves. Passeri
found the names of Horatius, Livius, Aulus, Marcus, .
Publius, Severus, and many of a similar kind in Etrus-
can inscriptions. Hence the difficulty of finding a
satisfactory etymology for many of the Roman appella-
tives—words of venerable antiquity, of which those
who bore them knew as little the meaning as ourselves.

It has been customary in nearly all ages to apply to
monarchs some distinguishing epithet, usually termed
a Surname, although that word may be fairly objected
to as tending to confusion, by leading the uninformed to
suppose it an actual ‘nomen’ or hereditary designation.
Tarquinius Superbus, at Rome, Ptolemy Philadelphos,

Christian names: e. g. ““ Wo ist mein bedienter der Georg?”’ Where is
my valet the George >—Salverte. In Scotland, on the other hand, the

same prefix betokens respect, and is applied to the heads of claus, as ¢ the
Chisholm.”

* Salv. i. 189.
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in Egypt, Henry the Fowler, in Germany, William the
Lion, in Scotland, Charles the Bald, in France, and our
own Richard Cceur de Lion, may all have merited the
appellations bestowed upon them; but they partake
more of the character of sobriguets than of surnames, in
the modern meaning of the term. In most cases, too,
they were posthumously applied. Speaking of this
subject, Archdeacon Nares, the humorous author of
¢ Heraldic Anomalies,” remarks :

“ There are some significant titles, names, and attri-
butes, to which I have no objection, as for instance,
Alfred the Great, for great he was; but as to Canute
the Great T doubt: his speech to his courtiers on the
sea-shore had certainly something sublime in it, and
seems to bespeak the union of royalty and wisdom, but
Voltaire will not allow that he was great in any other
respect than that he performed great acts of cruelty.
Edmund Iron-side, I suppose, was correct enough, if
we did but understand the figure properly (for as to his
really having an iron side, I conclude no one fancies it
to have been so, though there is no answering for
vulgar credulity). Harold Harefoot betokened, no
doubt, a personal blemish or some extraordinary swift-
ness of foot. Among the kings of Norway there was
a Bare-foot ! William Rufus was probably quite cor-
rect, as indicative of his red head of hair, or rather
head of red hair. Henry the First was, I dare say, for
those times, a Beaw Clerc, or able scholar. Richard
the First might very properly be called, by a figure of
speech, Ceur de Lion, and his brother John quite as
properly, though to his shame literally, rather than
figuratively, Lack-land. Edward Long-shanks cannot
be disputed, since a sight was obtained of his body not
very long ago, but at the least 467 years after his
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death, and which, from a letter in my possession,
written by the President of the Antiquarian Society,
who measured the body, appeared to be at that remote
period six feet two inches long.”*

The same writer, speaking of the adjunct used by
the Norman William, assigns to it the definition of
Spelman, which differs from that in general accepta-
tion: “ Conquestor dicitur quia Anglia congquisivit, i. e.
acquisivit (purchased) non quod subegit; . . . here
agreeing,” he humorously adds, “with the good old
women who attended William’s birth, and who having
quite a struggle with the new-born brat to get out of
his clenched fist a parcel of straws he happened to
catch hold of (his mother, perhaps, being literally in
the straw), made them say in the way of prophecy, that
he would be a great acquirer.”

* Heraldic Anom. vol. i, p. 107.
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CHAPTER II.

OF SURNAMES.

‘ Nous affirmerons que I’étude des noms propres n’est point sans intérét -
pour la morale, I'organisation politique, la législation, et I'histoire méme
de la civilisation.,” —SALVERTE.

)¢ N the present brief chapter it is my
|| intention to refer to the usages of
several modern nations in relation to
second or family names, usually desig-
#| nated SurnaMEes. A remark or two
on the deﬁmtlon and etymology of that term may be
premised.
Our great lexicographer, Dr. Johnson, gives the
definition as follows :
“ SurNAME : The name of a family; the name which
one has over and above the Christian name.”
Until about the middle of the last century it was
sometimes written ¢ Stkname.” Whether this variation
originated in the lax orthography of other times, or
whether it was adopted to express a slight difference
of meaning, I will not undertake to decide. Some
writers have held the latter opinion, and defined ¢ Sir-
name’ as ‘“nomen patris additum proprio,” and ¢ Swr-
name’ as “ nomen supra nomen additum.” Mac-Allan,
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Fitzherbert, Ap Evan, and Stephenson would accordingly
be sir or ¢sire’-names, equivalent to the son of Allan,
of Herbert, of Evan, and of Stephen.

Of ¢ Sur’-names, Du Cange says, they were at first
written ““ not in a direct line after the Christian name,
but above it, between the lines,” and hence they were
called in Latin SupraNoMiNa, in Italian SurrANOME,
and in French Surnoms,—¢ over-names.”

Those who contend for the non-identity of the two
words, assert that although every Sir-name is a Sur-
name, every Sur-name is not a Sir-name-——a question
which I shall not tarry to discuss.*

The causes which led to the adoption of family
names in the different countries of Europe are ably
stated by Salverte, and I may have occasion to refer
to them hereafter. For our present purpose, it will be
sufficient to observe that their adoption has generally
marked the arrival of a people at a certain point in
civilization. We have seen that all names were origi-
nally single, and that second names were imposed for
the sake of distinguishing from each other the persons
who bore a common appellative. After the gradual
conversion of the European states to the Christian faith,
the old Pagan names were generally laid aside. New
names, horrowed from Scripture or from early church
history, were imposed at the baptism of the converts.
In particular localities, of which some saint was sup-
posed to have the peculiar guardianship, great numbers
of persons received his or her name ; and great incon-
venience must have been the result. When, in 1387,
Ladislaus Jagellon, duke of Lithuania, became a Chris-

* See on this subject the Literary Gazette for Nov. 1842, the corre-
spondence of B. A. Oxon, and G., arising out of a notice of the first edition
of this work.
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tian, and king of Poland, he persuaded his ancient
subjects to abjure, after his own example, their national
faith. The nobles and the warriors were baptized
separately ; but the plebeian candidates for the sacred
rite were divided into many companies, and the priests
conferred it at one time upon a whole company, and
gave the same name to all the individuals composing
that company. In the first baptism, all the men were
designated Peter, and all the women Catherine ; in the
second, all became Pauls and Margarets !*

In the countries into which Christianity had been
introduced many centuries earlier than the event just
referred to, that civilization which is ever the conco-
mitant or the consequence of it had rendered second
names to a great extent necessary. In very early times,
accordingly, sobriquets and other marks of distinction
were frequently used; and towards the close of the
tenth century and the commencement of the eleventh,
when the number of persons bore a great disproportion
to the number of personal names, it was found neces-
sary to add in all public acts a distinctive appellation
for the sake of identifying individuals. Such names
figure in great numbers in the records of all the king-
doms of Christendom up to the fourteenth century.t
By degrees, this means of remedying the confusion be-
came insufficient. Those sobriquets which described
physical and moral qualities, habits, professions, the place
of birth, &c., might be imposed upon many who bore
the same name of haptism, and thus the inconvenience
was rather augmented than diminished : a total change
in the system of names became indispensable—and
hereditary Surnames in most countries became general.

* Salv. i. 223. 1 Salverte.
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‘We have seen that the Hebrews, Greeks, and Romans
in very early periods used the pafronymic or Father-
Name as a second designation, either with an appro-
priate termination or with some prefix expressive of the
filial relation. This has also been the practice of many
modern nations. Thusin SraiIn, in the twelfth century,
the son of Gongale, who is regarded as the founder of
the principality of Castile, was called Fernand Gongalez,
and his son, in turn, received the name of Garcia
Fernandez.

- The HicerLanDERs of Scotland employed the sire-
name with Mac, and hence our Macdonalds and
Macartys, meaning respectively the son of Donald and
of Arthur, The Irisa had the practice (probably de-
rived from the patriarchal ages) of prefixing Oy or O’,
signifying grandson,* as O’Hara, O’Neale ;' a form still
retained in many Hibernian surnames. Many of the
Irish also use Mac. According to the following distich,
the titles Mac and O’ are not merely what the logicians
call accidents, but altogether essential to the very being
and substance of an Irishman :—

“Per Mac atque O, tu veros cognoscis Hibernos,
His duobus demptis, nullus Hibernus adest.”

which has been translated—

. “By Mac and O,
You'll always know
True Irishmen they say;
For if they lack
Both O and Mac,
No Irishmen are they.”t

* It is related in the Encyclopzdia Perthensis that an antiquated Scot-
tish dame used to make it a matter of boasting that she had trod the
world’s stage long enough to possess one hundred Oyes!

1 Notes of & Bookworm.
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Among the archives of the corporation of Galway is
an order dated 1518, prohibiting any of the Burkes,
McWilliams, Kellys, or any other sept, from coming
into the town, which at that time was occupied by a
race who prided themselves in not being Irishmen, and
further declaring that ¢ neither O ne Mac shoulde
strutte ne swagger through the streetes of Galway.”*

- The old Normans prefixed to their names the word
¢ Fitz) a corruption of Firs, and that derived from the
Latin Fivius; as Fitz-Hamon, Fitz-Gilbert. The pea-
santry of Russia, who are some centuries behind the
same class in other countries, affix the termination
‘wrrz’ (which seems to have some affinity to the
Norman Fitz) to their names; thus, Peter Paulowilz,
for Peter the son of Paul. The PorLes employ sky in
the same sense, as James Pefrowsky, James the son of
Peter ; and the Biscavans adopt a similar method.t"

Until a comparatively recent period no surnominal
adjunct was used in WaLgs, beyond ap, or son, as
David ap Howell, Evan ap Rhys, Griffith ap Roger,
John ap Rickard, now very naturally corrupted into
Powell, Price, Prodger, and Pritchard. - To a like origin
may be referred a considerable number of the surnames
beginning with P and B now in use in England,
amongst which may be mentioned Price, Pumphrey,
Parry, Probert, Probyn, Pugh, Penry; Bevan, Bithell,
Barry, Benyon, and Bowers. A more antient form
than ar is HaAB. This or var constantly occurs in
charters of the time of Henry the Sixth. It was not

* Hardiman’s Galway, quoted in the Journal of the Brit. Arch. Assoc.
vol. i, p. 98.

+ The most singular deviation from the general rule is found among the
Arabians, who use their father’s name without a fore-name, as Aven Pace,
Aven Rois, the son of Pace, the son of Rois.



18 ENGLISH SURNAMES.

unusual even but a century back, to hear of such com- -
binations as Evan-ap-Griffith-ap-David-ap-Jenkin, and -
80 on to the seventh or eighth generation, so that an -
individual carried his pedigree in his name.- The fol-
lowing curious description of a Welshman occurs 15
Hen. VII: “Morgano Philip alias dicto Morgano vap
David vap Philip.”” The church of Llangollen in Wales
is said to be dedicated to St. Collen-ap-Gwynnawg-ap-
Clyndawg-ap-Cowrda-ap-Caradoc-Freichfras-ap - Llynn-
Merim-ap-Einion-Yrth-ap-Cunedda-Wledig,* a name
that casts that of the Dutchman, Inkvervankodsdor-
spanckinkadrachdern, into the shade.

To burlesque this ridiculous species of nomenclature,
some seventeenth-century wag described ckeese as being

“ Adam’s own cousin-german by its birth,
Ap-Curds-ap-Milk-ap-Cow-ap-Grass-ap-Earth 1”

-The following anecdote was related to me by a na-
tive of Wales: “An Englishman, riding one dark
night among the mountains, heard a cry of distress,
proceeding apparently from a man who had fallen into
a ravine near the highway, and, on listening more at-
tentively, heard the words, ¢ Help, master, help ! in a
voice truly Cambrian. ¢Help! what, who are you?
inquired the traveller. Jenkin-ap-Griffith-ap-Robin-
ap-William-ap-Rees-ap-Evan,” was the response. ¢ Lazy
Jellows that ye be,’ rejoined the Englishman, setting
spurs to his horse, ‘to lie rolling in that hole, kalf «
dozen of ye; why, in the name of common sense, don’t
ye help one another out ¥

This story may have been suggested by a passage
occurring in ‘Sir John Oldcastle, a play, printed in .
1600, and falsely attributed to Shakspeare :

* Recreative Review, vol. ii. p. 189.
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Judge. What bail? What sureties ?

Davy. Her cozen ap Rice, ap Evan, ap Morice, ap Morgan, ap Lluellyn,
ap Madoc, ap Meredith, ap Griffin, ap Davis, ap Owen, ap Shinkin Jones.

Judge. Two of the most sufficient are enow,

Sheriff. And’t please your Lordship, these are all suT ong!”

In England, when the patronymic was used, the
word son was usually affixed, as John Adamson; in
Wales, on the contrary, although the staple of the
national nomenclature was of this kind, no affix was
used, but the paternal name was put in the genitive,
as Grifith William’s, David John’s or Jones, Rees
Harry’s or Harris. As the personal names were few in
number, when they became hereditary surnames they
were common to so many families, that they were
almost useless for the purposes of generic distinction,
and this still remains to a great extent the case. A
friend, who remembers the Monmouth and Brecon
militia about half a century since, informs me that it
had at that time no less than thirty-six Jokn Joneses®
upon its muster-roll ; and it was at a somewhat later
period a matter of notoriety that a large Welsh village
was, with the exception of some two or three indivi-
duals, entirely populated with Williamses.

Even the gentry of Wales bore no hereditary sur-
names until the time of Henry the Eighth. That
monarch, who paid great attention to heraldric matters,
strongly recommended the heads of Welsh families to
conform to the usage long before adopted by the
English, as more consistent with their rank and dignity.
Some families accordingly made their existing sirenames
stationary, while a few adopted the surnames of English
families with whom they were allied, as the ancestors
of Oliver Cromwell, who thus exchanged Williams
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for Cromwell, which thenceforward they uniformly
used. ¥

Having thus glanced at the usages of various nations
with respect to second names, let us next trace the
history of family names in England.

* Vide Noble’s House of Cromwell. Other authentic instances of the
adoption of stationary surnames by great families may be found by refer-
ring to the following works :

(Williams of Abercamlais.) Jones’s Brecon, iii. 696.

(Herbert, Lord of Blealevenny.) Mon. Ang. 17, 134.

(Herbert of Llanowell.) Coxe’s Monmouth, 421.
It may be observed that several Norman families who settled in Wales,
left their original surnames, and conformed to the mode of the country;
thus the Boleyns took the name of Williams.



CHAPTER III.

HISTORY OF ENGLISH SURNAMES*—ANGLO-SAXON PERIOD.

=3 LTHOUGH our ancestors the Anglo-
Saxons had no regular system of family
nomenclature resembling that of the
Romans, or that which we now possess,
there was occasionally among them
something like an attempt to show derivation and family
relationships by the use of similar personal names.
“In one family,” observes Mr. Kemble, (to whose able
paper I am much indebted,)t “we shall find in suc-
cession or simultaneously, Wigmund, Wighelm, Wigl4f,
Wihstin ; or Beornric, Beornmdd, Beornheih, Beorn-
helm.”

Among several other instances of this practice cited
by Mr. Kemble are the following : “ Of the seven sons
of thelfrith, king of Northumberland, five bore names
compounded with Os (semideus), thus Oslaf, Osléc,
Oswald, Oswin, and Oswidu. In the succession of the
same royal family we find the male names, Osfrith,
Oswine, Osric, Osraed, Oswulf, Osbald, and Osbeorht,
and the female name, Osthryth ; and some of these are
repeated several times.

* The word surname is here employed in a somewhat loose sense, im-
plying in general nothing more than the name borne by an individual, to
distinguish him from other persons of the same forename or name of
baptism.

1+ On the Names, Surnames, and Nicknames of the Anglo-Saxons. By
J. M. Kemble, Esq. 8vo. pp. 22, 1846.
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The subjoined genealogical table shows how strongly
this practice was adhered to by the illustrious progeny
of Alfred the Great.

ZELFRED.

I

|
Eédweard the Elder=Edadgyfu.

| | | |
Eadwine. Eédmund I Eédred (king.) Eédburh.
Lo Lo
Eadwig (king.) Eadgér (king.)
s | | |
Eadweard. Eadgyth. Eadmund. Althelred.
. | | R
Eédmund. Eadwig. Eédgyth. Eéddweard.
] i
Eidmund. Eéddweard =

l
Eadgér- Atheling (the Unfortunate.)

The second names treated of by Mr. Kemble may he
reduced to five general heads.

1. Those borrowed from the father’s name. * In the
year 804, we find, among several Eadberhts in the
same court, that one is pointed out as Eédgéring, or
the son of Eddgéir; among several Athelhedhs, one is
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Esning, or the son of Esne.” In a certain grant we
read this description of one—

“qui Leofwine nomine et Boudan sunu appellatur cognomine.”

¢ whose name is Leofwine, and his surname Boudanson.’

In a genealogy of the West-Saxon kings, among
the Cotton MSS., we find—* Eadgar Eadmunding,
Eadmund Eadwarding, Eadweard Alfreding, Alfred
Awolfing,” &c. upwards, through Woden to ‘ Bedwig
Sceafing,” ¢ which Scef was Noah’s son,” and thence to
Adam *

Ing, inge, or inger, we may remark, is found in the
sense of ¢ progeny’ or ‘offspring,’ in most of the Teu-
tonic languages. Ing, in modern German, is a young
man, but in a more extended sense signifies a de-
scendant. Wachter derives it from the British engi,
to produce, bring forth.+ Such names as Dering,
Browning, Whiting, may owe their origin to this ex-
pression, and so mean respectively dear, fawny, and
Jair offspring.

II. Those indicative of title or office, as Princeps,
Dux, Minister, or Pedissequus, in Latin records, and
Pren (priest), Biscop (bishop) in the vernacular.

I11. Those from personal and other characteristics.
Bede, speaking of the two missionary apostles of the
old Saxons, says—

“ And as they were both of one devotion, so they both had one name,
for each of them was called Hewald, yet with this distinction, taken from

the colour of their hair, that one was styled Black Hewald, and the other
White Hewald.”

White, Black, Red, Bald, &c. were common as
second or descriptive names, as were also Good, Cun-
ning, Proud, &c.

* Reliquize Antique, ii. 172. + Vide Bosworth, A.-S. Dict.
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- In the Life of Hereward the Saxon, one of the last .
of his race who withstood the Norman despots, we find
several such names as—

MarmiNn wirHE THE LicHET Foor, from his agility.*

Srwarp THE RED, from his complexion.

Lrorric THE MoweRr, from his having overcome
twenty men with a scythe.

Leorric Prar, or the cunning.

‘WuLric THE BracK, so named hecause on one oc-
casion he had blackened his face with charcoal, and in
that disguise penetrated unobserved among his enemies,
ten of whom he killed with a spear before making his
retreat.t .

Some of the names of this class were somewhat
poetical, as Harald Haranfét (Harefoot), Eadgyfu
Swanhals (Edith the Swan-Necked), Eddmund Iren-
sida (Iromside). -

IV. Nicknames ““not used wiTH, but IN PLACE OF,
baptismal names.” Several of these denote endear-
ment and affection, and are equivalent to the modern
English expressions ¢ Darling,” * Duck,” &c. The mean-
ing of others is so very obscure, as even to conquer the
acumen of Mr. Kemble. Simeon of Durham, under
the year 799, says—

“Eodem anno Brorda Merciorum princeps, qui et Hildegils vocatur,
defunctus est.”

Now Hildegils, it appears, was the baptismal name
of the magnate, and BrorDpA only an alias or nickname,
which had usurped its place, in consequence of the
military prowess of the bearer, Brorda meaning ¢ One
that hath the Sword’—a name belonging to the same

* Lightfoot still exists as & surname.
1 Wright’s Essays on the Literature, &c. of the Middle Ages, i, 101, &c.
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category as the Longespée and Strongbew of more
recent times. Another eminent Anglo-Saxon, distin-
guished alike for greatness of stature and elevated
qualities of mind, bore the sobriquet of Mucel or
¢ Great,” which he employed in a legal way, as “Ego
Mucel, dux, consensi, &c.”” His baptismal name was
Athelred, and had he lived some ages later, he would
probably have been known as Ethelred Michel, in the
same way that the Norman Gilbert de Aquila, after the
Congquest of 1066, was designated by this very epithet
in conjunction with his baptismal name.

V. Those taken from the place of residence, with the
particle @t or a1, as ‘ Eadmeer aet Burhham.’

‘The precise period at which such second names as
those above enumerated first became sfationary, or, in
other words, began to descend hereditarily, it would at
this distance of time be impossible to show.: It is
probable, however, that some of them passed through
several generations, according to the practice of our
own times, at a date considerably earlier than our
antiquaries are disposed to admit. This remark would
peculiarly apply to those of the fifth or local class,
since the son, then as now, often became proprietor of
the same estate as that from which his father borrowed
his second name; and it would, I think, be unreason-
able to decide that surnames of the first or patrony-
mical kind, such as Herdingson, Swainson* Cerdicson,
did not pass occasionally from father to son, as well as

® This name is probably Danish. In the Confessor’s time it was written
Sweynsen, but under the Normans it became Fifz-Swain, and, ultimately,
in more English times, Swainson. ‘Swain Fitz Swain’ occurs in Norman
times as the grantor, to Sallay abbey in Ribblesdale, of lands at ‘ Swain-
side.
1. 2
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our more recent Thompson and Williamson. Camden
and others concur in the opinion that hereditary sur-
names were not known in England before the Norman
Congquest ;' yet I hope I shall not be deemed guilty of
presumption if, by and by, I offer a few suggestions
in support of the opinion that they were not altogether
unknown before that epoch.

- Camden says,  about the year of our Lord 1000,
(that we may not minute out the time), surnames be-
came to be taken up in France ; and in England about
the time of the Conquest, or else a very little before,
vonder King Edward the Confessor, who was all Frenchi-
fied”...... This will seem strange to some English-
men and Scottishmen, whiche, like the Arcadians,
thinke their surnames as antient as the moone, or at
the least to reach many an age beyond the Conquest.*
But they which thinke it most strange, (I speake vnder
correction,) -I doubt they will hardly finde any surname
which descended to posterity before that time : neither
haue they seene (I feare) any deede or donation BEFORE
THE CoNQuEst, buf subsigned with crosses and SINGLE
names WITHOUT surnames, in this manner: ¢ Ego
Eadredus confirmaui.’ »Ego Edmundus corroboraui.
"« Ego Sigarius conclusi. *JEgo Olfstanus consoli-
daui, &c.

- Our great antiquary declares that both he and divers
of his friends had “pored and pusled vpon many an
old record and evidence” for the purpose of finding
hereditary surnames before the Conquest, without suc-

* Buchanan asserts that the family of Douglas have borne that name
from the reign of Solvathius, king of Scotland, the year 770 ; and that one
Sir William Douglas of Scotland entered into the service of Charlemagne.
He settled in Tuscany, and was the great ancestor of the Douglasii of that
country.

.
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cess; what then would he have said to a document
like the following, containing the substance of a grant
from Thorold of Buckenhale, sheriff of Lincolnshire, of
the manor of,Spalding, to Wulgate, abbot of Croyland,
dated 1051, the 10th year of Edward the Confessor,
and fifteen years before the Conquest ?

+ “1 have given to God and St. Guthlac of Croyland,
&c. all my manor situate near the parochial church of
the same town, with all the lands and tenements, rents
and services, &c. which I hold in the same manor, &c.
-with all the appendants ; viz. Colgrin, my reeve,” (pree-
positum meum,) and his whole sequell, with all the
goods and chattels which he hath in the same town,
fields and marshes. Also Harding, the smith, (fabrum,)
and his whole sequell. Also Lefstan, the carpenter,
(carpentarium,) and his whole sequell, &c. Also
Ryngulf tkhe first, (primum,) and his whole sequell,
&c. Also Elstan the fisherman,” (piscatorem,) and his
whole sequell, &c. Also Gunter Linier, and his
whole sequell, &c. Also OnTy GRIMEKELSON, &c.
Also TumstaN Dussr, &c. Also Algar, the black,
(nigrum,) &c. Also Edric, the son of Siward,(filium
Siwardi,) &c. Also Osmund, the miller,  (molendina-
rium,) &c. Also Besi Tuxk, &c. Also EiMER DE
PinceEBECK, &c. Also Gouse Gamerson, &c.”—with
the same clauses to each as before.*

Now while the terms reeve, smith, carpenter, the
first, fisher, the black, miller, &c. applied respectively
to Colgrin, Harding, Lefstan, &c. are merely personal
descriptions; Liniet, Dussg, Tuk, and pE PINCEBECK,
have the appearance of settled surnames. The same dis-
tinction is observable between ¢ Edric, the son of Siward,’
and GrimeeLson and Gameison. Indeed some of

* See the entire deed in Gough’s History of Croyland Abbey. (App. p. 29.)
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these surnames are yet remaining amongst us, as
Dubbe, Tuk, Liniet, and Pincebeck —now spelt Dubb,
Tuck, Linney, and Pinchbeck, a fact which I think
goes far to prove that they were hereditary at the
time when the deed of gift above recited was made.

This document is also opposed to another opinion
prevalent among antiquaries, namely, that surnames
were assumed by the nobles long before the commonalty
took them. Here we see that the bondmen or churls
of the Lincolnshire sheriff used them at a period when
‘many of the landed proprietors had no other designa-
tion than a Christian name.'

- A great many surnames occur in Domesday book ;
(Camden says, they first occur there.) Some of these
are LocAL, as De Grey, de Vernon, d’Oily ; some Ppa-
TRONYMICAL, as Richardus filius Gisleberti; and others
OFFICIAL Or PROFESSIONAL, as Gulielmus Camerarius,
(the chamberlain,) Radulphus Venator, (the hunter,)
Gislebertus Cocus, (the cook,) &c. &c. ““But very
many,” as Camden remarks, ¢ (occur) with their
Christian names only, as Olaff, Nigellus, Eustachius,
Baldricus”” 1t is to be observed, that those with
single names are “ noted last in every shire, as men of
least account,” and as sub-tenants.. Here a query
arises. Are we to conclude that because many names
are given in the single form, that the individuals to
whom they belonged had only one? I think not; and
notwithstanding all that Camden and others assert on
the subject, I am strongly of opinion that hereditary
surnames were sometimes used before the Conquest.

Camden’s remark, that these single-named persons
come “last in every shire,” strengthens my supposition.
It is probable that their inferiority of rank was the
cause of the non-insertion of the second, or sur-name.
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We must not forget that many of these “men of least
account,” were of the conquered Saxon race, who
would be treated with as little ceremony in their
names as in anything else. Do not modern usages with
respect to the nomenclature of inferiors support this
idea? ,We rarely speak of our superiors without the
double or triple designation : Lord So-and-So, Sir Jokn
Such-a-one, or Mr. This-or-That, while the single
names Smith, Brown, Jones, and Robinson, suffice for
persons of lower grade. I will venture to say that one
half of the masters and mistresses of houses in large
towns do not even know more than one of the two
names borne by their servants, some accustoming them-
selves to command them exclusively by their Christian
names, others as exclusively using their Surnames.” I
know that many of my readers will regard all this as
inconclusive gossip, but having hazarded an opinion, I
am unwilling to leave anything unsaid that could be
said in support of it.

The manors of Ripe and Newtimber, in Sussex, are
mentioned in Domesday as having been, before the
Conquest, the estates, respectively, of Cane and Zlfech.
Now these names are still found in the county as sur-
names ; the former under its antient orthography, and
the latter under that of Elphick; but were these ever
used as Christian names ? /Elfech. may be the same
with Alphage, a Saxon fore-name; but Cane was cer-
tainly never so used. By the way, it is an extraordi-
nary fact that the name of Cane is still borne by two
respectable farmers at Ripe, in which neighbourhood, I
have scarcely a doubt, their ancestors, all bearing the
same monosyllabic designation, have dwelt from the days
of the Confessor: an honour which few of the mighty
and noble of this land can boast !
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Mr. Grimaldi, in his ¢ Origines Genealogice,” speak-
ing of the WintoN Domespay, a survey of the lands
belonging to Edward the Confessor, made on the oath
of eighty-six burgesses of Winchester, in the Teign of
Henry I, says: “The most remarkable circumstance
in this book is the quantity of Surnames among the
tenants of Edward, as Alwinus Idessone, Edwinus
Godeswale, Brumanus de la Forda, Leuret de Essewem,
which occur in the first page.

It would however be preposterous to assert that sur-
names universally prevailed so early as the eleventh
century : we have overwhelming evidence that they did
not ; and must admit that although the Norman Con-
quest did much to introduce the practice of using them,
it was long before they became very common. All I
am anxious to establish is, that the occasional use of
family names in England dates beyond the ingress of the
Normans.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

HISTORY OF ENGLISH SURNAMES, SINCE THE NORMAN
CONQUEST.

w.mp HATEVER may be advanced in favour of

| an earlier adoption of family designa-
tions or Surnames in particular cases, it
is certain that the practice of making
. | the second name of an individual sta-
tionary, and transmitting it to descendants, came gra-
dually into common use during the eleventh and three
following centuries. By the middle of the twelfth it
began, in the estimation of some, to be essential that
persons of rank should bear some designation in addition
to the baptismal name. We have an instance of this in
the wealthy heiress of the powerful Baron Fitz-Hamon’s
making the want of a surname in Robert, natural’ son
of King Henry the First, an objection to his marriage

- with her. The lady is represented as saying :

¥t foeve to me great shame,
@o Have a lor¥ bithouten his toa name!*

when the monarch, to remedy the defect, gave him the
surname of Fitz-Roy; a designation which has been
given at several subsequent periods to the illegitimate
progeny of our kings.

* Robert of Gloucester. This will remind the reader of Juvenal—
% —— tanquam habeas {ria noming.” v. 127.
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- The unsettled state of surnames in those early times
renders it a difficult matter to trace the pedigree of any
family beyond the thirteenth century.- In Cheshire, a
county remarkable for the number of its resident fami-
lies of great antiquity, it was very usual for younger
branches of a family, laying aside the name of their
father, to take their name from the place of their re-
sidence, and thus in three descents as many surnames
are found in the same family. This remark may be
forcibly illustrated by reference to the early pedigree of
the family of Fitz-Hugh, which name did not settle
down as a fixed appellative until the time of Edward III.
Thus we read in succession—

Bardolph,

Akaris Fitz-Bardolph,

Hervey Fitz-Akaris,

Henry Fitz-Hervey,

Randolph Fitz-Henry,

Henry Fitz-Randolph,

Randolph Fitz-Henry,

Hugh Fitz-Randolph,

Henry Fitz-Hugh,
which last was created a baron, assuming that name as
his title, and giving it permanence as a family appella-
tive.®* When there were several sons in one family,
instances are found where each brother assumed a dif-
ferent surname. Hence the great difficulty in tracing
the pedigrees of families in those early times.

It has been asserted that an act of parliament was
passed in the reign of Edward the Second for enforcing
the practice of using family names; but it seems more
probable that necessity led the common people to adopt
them. Before the Conquest there was much greater

* Halle of John Halle, i, 10.
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variety in the baptismal names than at present, though,
as we have seen, the Anglo-Saxons were frequently
driven to the adoption of second names for the identi-
fication of individuals. The ingress of the Normans
introduced the use of Scripture names, and the Saxon
names for the most part became obsolete after a cen-
tury or two, while the Johns, Jameses, Thomases, and
Peters became so numerous, that Surnames were indis-
pensable. In the thirteenth century it is probable that
most persons of ignoble rank bore a sobriquet instead
of the Christian name. For example, in the Household
Expenses of Eleanor, Countess of Montfort, 1265, all
the menials in her service bear designations such as
were never conferred at the font: e. g. Hand was her
baker, Hicque her tailor, and Dobbe her shepherd.
Her carriers or messengers were Diguon, Gobithesty,
Treubodi, and Slingawai !*

-Two or three generations later, the commonalty were
generally distinguished by names like the following,
taken principally from the Inquisitiones Nonarum,
1340,,(13 Edw. IIL)

. Johes over the Water
William at Byshope Gate
Johes o’ the Shephouse -
Johes g’dam s’viens Rog. Leneydeyman
Johes vicarii eccl. Ste Nich.
‘Agnes, the Pr’sts sistert
Johes at the Castle Gate
Johes in the Lane
Thom in Thelane
Johes at See
Rog’ atte Wodegatehouse
Thom’ le Fytheler -

* Blaauw’s Barons’ War. + Gent. Mag. June 1821.
2
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“Joh’ ate Mouse
Johes le Taillour
Johes up the Pende
Petr’ atte the Bell
Johes of the Gutter
Thomas in the Willows
Steph’ de Portico
William of London-bridge. .

About this time (to speak generally) the surnames
of the middle and lower ranks began to descend from
father to son; but‘even at the commencement of the
fifteenth century there was much confusion in family
names. Sometimes, indeed, the same person bore dif-
ferent surnames at different periods. Thus, a person
who in 1406 describes himself as William, the son of
Adam Emmotson, calls himself, in 1416, William
Emmotson. Another person who is designated John,
the son of William, the son of John de Hunshkelf, ap-
pears soon after as John Wilson. Other names, such as
‘Willielmus- Johnson-Wilkinson, Willielmus-Adamson,
Magotson, and Thomas-Henson-Magot, prevail about
this period.* In the Battel Abbey Deeds the names
John Hervy, John Fitz-Hervie de Sudwerk, and John
de London are given to one and the same person.

The following names from the same source occur in
this and the preceding centuries, and it may be ob-
served, en passant, that they were borne not by the
lowest of the vulgar, but by persons who either gave
possessions to the Abhey, or witnessed the deeds by
which such gifts were made. -

* Penny Cyclopedia.
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-Henry le Assedrumere (Ass-drummer !)

Edelina Husewyf, late wife of Thomas Pet.

Walter le Beeuf (the bullock).

Peter le Cuckou.

John God-me-fetch !

Reginald de Ja Chambre.or De Camera.

William at Bachuse.

Richard Havedman (qu. headsman ?).

Bartholomew le Swan.

Coke Crul. Crul is an archaism for ¢curled’ or
‘ crooked,” and, presuming that the personal name and
the sur-name have been transposed, may mean ‘the
deformed cook I’

Vitellius Curtius. This may be a latinization of
Vital Curteis.

Ralph Yvegod.

Giles Smith, son of Luke de Swineham.

Thomas Gadregod (Gathergood).

Roger le Bunch.

Margery Domesday.

-Richard Grym, called Frend.

John Couper, son of William atte Water. -

The following address to the populace, at the begin-
ning of one of the Coventry Mysteries, serves to illus-
trate the state in which the familysnomenclature of the
humbler classes stood in the fifteenth century :

“q A voyd sers! And lete me lord the bischop come
And syt in the court, the laws for to doo;
And T schal gon in this place, them for to somowne ;
The that ben in my book, the court ye must come to.

§ I warne you her’, all abowte,
That I somown you, all the rowte,
Loke ye fayl, for no dowte,

At the court to “ per” (appear).
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Both John Jurpon’ and Geffrey GyLE

Malkyn MYLkEDOKE and FAYRE Mabyle,

Stevyn STurpY, and Jack-AT-THE STYLE,
And Sawdyr SADELER.

9 Thom Ty~xkEeR’ and Betrys BELLE
Peyrs Porrer, and Whatt-Ar-rae-WELLE,
Symme Smar-reYTH, and Kate KELLE,

And Bertylmew the Bocuer (butcher).

Kytt CAxELER, and Colett CRANE,
Gylle FETYsE and FAYR Jane
Powle PowTER’, and P[ar]uel PrRANE,
And Phelypp the good FLECCHER.

q Cok CraNnE, and Davy Dry-pusT
Luce LyEer, and Letyce LyryL-TrusT,
Miles the MiLLER, and Colle CRAKE-CRUST
Both Bette the BAkER, and Robyn Repx.

And LOKE YE RYNGE WELE IN YOWR PURS
For ellys yowr cawse may spede the wurs,
Thow that ye slynge goddys curs,

Evy[n] at my hede.

9 Both BonTYNG the BRowsTER, and Sybyly SLynGE,

Megge MERY-WEDYR, and Sabyn SPRYNGE

Tyffany Twy~NkEeLER ffayle for no thynge,
Ffast co’ a way

The courte shall be this day.”

In Corke Lorelle’s Bote, a satirical poem im-
printed by Wynkyn de Worde, there is a similar
marole of names :

“The pardoner sayd I will rede my roll,
And ye shall here the names poll by poll.
* * * *

Pers Porrer of brydge water,

SaunpER SELY the mustard maker,

With JELYAN JANGELER.

Here is JENKYNE BERWARDE of Barwycke,
And Tom TomBLER of warwyke,

With PayLypp FLercuERr of ffernam,

Here is WyLL WyLy the myl pecker,

l'lg-
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And PaTrycke Prvyssae heerbeter,
With lusty Hary HANGE mAN.
Also Mataewe TorHE prAwEeRr of London,
And SysBy Sore mylke wyfe of Islyngton
With Davy DRAWELACHE of rockyngame.

* * * *
Also Hycke CrokENEC the rope maker,
And STEVEN MEsyLL-MouTHE muskyll taker
With Jacke Basker-seLER of alwelay,
Here is GEorGE of Podyng lane CARPENTER,
And PaTryckE PEVYSSHE a conynge dyrte-dauber,
Worshypfull wardayn of Sloven’s In;
There is MArTYN PEKE small fremason,
And Pers PruTERER that knocketh a basyn,
With GoGLE-EYED Tousox;,sh;pster of lyn,”

c.

&e.

‘That many persons in the fifteenth century carried
on the trades from which either themselves or their
ancestors had borrowed their family names, is proved
by reference to various contemporary documents. - The
following entries were found by Mr. Thomas Wright
among the municipal records of Southampton :

“Item, payd to Davy Berebrewere for a pyp of bere that was dronke at
the Barrgate, when the ffurst affray was of the ffrenshemen, vi. viij.”

¢ Item, payd to Sawndere Lokyere for the makyng of a band and ij
boltes and cheyns, and viij fforlokkes to the gone [gun] that standeth in

Godeshows yeate, xijd.”
[1432.]

Hereditary surnames can scarcely be said to have
been permanently settled among the lower and middle
classes before the era of the Reformation. The intro-
duction of parish registers was probably more instru-
mental than anything else in settling them; for if a
person were entered under one surname at baptism, it
is not likely that he would be married under another,
and buried under a third. Exceptions to a generally
established rule, however, occurred in some places. The
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Rev. Mark Noble affirms that it was late in the seven-
teenth century that many families in Yorkshire, even of
the more opulent sort, took stationary names, Still later,
about Halifax, surnames became in their dialect genea-
logical, as William a Bills, a Toms, a Luke*

In the south of England the same irregularity pre-
vailed to some extent. - In the will of one Rafe Willard,
of Ifield, Sussex, dated 1617, I find several persons in
the household of the great family of Covert of Slaugham
thus loosely described: ¢Item, I give unto Mr.
Ffettyplace * * * unto John white, unto Harry [the]
post, unto James Jorden, unto Leonard the Huntsman,
unto Christopher the Footman, and to olde Rycharde
Davye the porter, to each and every of them ten shil-
lings a peece.”’t

In Scotland, designations were equally loose, down
to the times of James V. and Mary. Buchanan men-
tions, that he has seen deeds of that date “most confused
and unexact in designations of persons inserted therein,”
parties being described as “John, son of black William,”
“ Thomas, son of long or tall Donald,” &c. ‘Even so
late as 1723, there were two gentlemen of Sir, Donald
Mac Donald’s family, who bore no other name than
Donald Gorm, or Blue Donald.}

* Hist. Coll. Arms, Introd. p. 29. -I am informed that this sort of
nomenclature still prevails among the humbler classes in some parts of
‘Westmoreland and Cumberland.

+ Regist. of Wills at Lewes.

1 Scottish Surnames, p. 18. Such epithets were sometimes called
To-Names. -“They call my kinsman ¢ Ludovic with the Scar,’” said
Quentin. Our family names are so common in a Scottish house, that,
where there is no land in the house we always give a fo-name.””. “ A nom
de guerre, I suppose you mean,” answered his companion, ¢ and the man
you speak of, we, I think, call Le Balafré, from that scar on his face, a
proper man, and a good soldier.” (Quentin Durward, vol. i, 53.)
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+ On the remark of Tyrwhitt, in his edition of Chaucer,
that it is “ probable that the use of surnames was not
in Chaucer’s time fully established among the lower
class of people,” a more recent editor of the same poet
says, “ Why, the truth is, that they are not now, even
in the nineteenth century, fully established in some
parts of England. There are very few, for instance, of
the miners of Staffordshire who bear the names of their
fathers. The Editor knows a pig-dealer, whose father’s
name was Johnson, but the people call him Pigman, and
Pigman he calls himself.* This name may be now seen
%ver the door of a public-house which this man keeps in
Staffordshire.”-

But this is nothing to the practice of bearing a
double set. of names, which, we are assured, prevails
among these colliers. Thus a man may at the same
time bear the names of John Smith and Thomas Jones,
without any sinister intention; but it must not be
.imagined that such regular names are in common use.
These are a kind of dest names, which, like their Sunday
clothes, they only use on high-days and holidays, as at
christenings and marriages. For every-day purposes
they use no appellative, except a nickname, as Nosey,
Soiden-mouth* Soaker, or some such elegant desig-
nation ; and this is employed, not by their neighbours
alone, but by their wives and children, and even by
themselves ! + A correspondent of Knight’s Quarterly
Magazine,+ who is my authority for these statements,
says, “I knew an apothecary in the collieries, who, as
a matter of decorum, always entered the real names of
his patients in his books ; that is, when he could ascer-
tain them. But they stood there only for ornament;
for use he found it necessary to append the sobriquet,

* With the mouth awry. + Vol. i. p. 297 et seq.
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which he did with true medical formality, as, for in-
stance, ¢ Thomas Williams, vulgo dict.,, OLp Purr.’.
« + . Clergymen have been known to send home a
wedding party in despair, after a vain essay to gain from
the bride and bridegroom a sound by way of name,
which any known alphabet had the power of committing
to paper !” ¢ A story is told of an attorney’s clerk who
was professionally employed to serve a process on one
of these oddly-named persons, whose real name was en-
tered in the instrument with legal accuracy. The clerk,
after a great deal of inquiry as to the whereabouts of
the party, was about to abandon the search as hopeless,
when a young woman, who had witnessed his labours,
kindly volunteered to assist him.

“ Qy say, Bullyed,” cried she, to the first person they
met, * does thee know a mon neamed Adam Green?”

The bull-head was shaken in token of ignorance.

« Loy-a-bed, dost thee ?”’

Lie-a-bed’s opportunities of making acquaintance
had been rather limited, and she could not resolve the
difficulty.

Stumpy (a man with a wooden leg), Cowskin, Spin-
dleshanks, Cockeye, and Pigtail were severally invoked,
but in vain ; and the querist fell into a brown study, in
which she remained for some time. At length, however,
her eyes suddenly brightened, and slapping one of her
companions on the shoulder, she exclaimed trium-
phantly, “Dash my wig! whoy he means moy feyther!”
and then turning to the gentleman, added, “Yo
should’n ax’d for Ode Blackbird!”.

I could adduce similar instances, where persons
among the peasantry of my native county are much
better known by sobriquets than by their proper sur-
names; and many only know them by the former.
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This is particularly -the case where several families in
one locality bear the same name. ' There were lately
living in the small town of Folkestone, co. Kent, fifteen
persons, whose hereditary name was Hair; but who,
gratid distinctionis, bore the elegant designations of

Dogev-Hary, PunsLe-Foor,
FeATHERTOE, Corp-Fiip,
BuwmPER, SiLvER-EYE,
BuBBLES, Lumey,
Pierce-EvE, Surty,
Faceors, Taice-Lies,
CuLa, and
JIGGERY, OLp Hage. .

It is not probable that advancing civilization will
ever materially interfere with our present system of
nomenclature, which admirably answers, in most cases,
the purposes for which it is designed.



CHAPTER V.

LOCAL SURNAMES.

“ Nomina locorum et preediorum, que ii incolerent, aut quorum domini
erant.”—DucANGE.
“ Souvent empruntes d’idiomes veillis, leur sens est aujourd’hui perdu ;

souvent tirés des noms des lieux, leur signification est uniquement relative
a des localités,”—SALVERTE.

| HE practice of assuming second names
i| from the place of the person’s birth or
residence is of very high antiquity : we
have examples in ‘Herodotus of Hali-
N carnassus’ and ‘Diodorus Siculus.” ‘The
surname, Iscanot borne by the betrayer of our Lord,
is supposed to have been derived from his patrimonial
estate.

Mr. Kemble has shown, that this practice prevailed
to some extent among our Anglo-Saxon ancestors, who
placed the preposition @f before the surname, as

Godwine =t Fechim.
Eadric @t HO.
Alfghr 2t Mefpahfm.

-Under the general head of local surnames are com-
prised three classes: 1, Those which express the country
of the original assumer; 2, Those which point to his
estate or place of abode; and, 3, Those that describe
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the nature or situation of his residence. Such names
as Scorr and France belong to the first; MippETON
and WincHESTER to the second; and Hirr and ForesT
to the third."

It is generally supposed that the practice of bor-
rowing family names from patrimonial estates became
usual about the close of the tenth century, or the com-
mencement of the eleventh, particularly in Normandy
and the contiguous parts of France. Chiefly of this
kind are the names in that far-famed, though apocry-
phal document, the @reat Roll of Battel Abbep,
8 list of the principal commanders and companions in
arms of William the Congqueror, to which hereafter the
reader’s attention will be directed. Under the feudal
system the great barons assumed as surnames the proper
names of their seignories, the knights who held under
them did the like, and these in turn were imitated by
all who possessed a landed estate, however small.
Camden remarks, that there is not a single village in
Normandy that has not surnamed some family in
England.* The French names introduced at the Con-
quest may generally be known by the prefixes b, by,
DES, DE LA, ST. OT SAINCT, and by the suffixes ronT, ERs,
FANT, BEAU, AGE, MONT, ARD, AUX, BOIS, LY, EUX, ET,
VAL, COURT, VAUX, LAY, FORT, 0T, CHAMP and VILLE;
most of which are component parts of proper names of
places, as every one may convince himself by the slight-
est glance at a map of northern France."

I shall here set down, from Camden, some of the
principal surnames imported into England from the
opposite side of the channel in the eleventh century,

* A thorough examination of the sources of those of our local surnames

which have been borrowed from towns and seignories in Normandy would
furnish materials for a very interesting essay.

B S
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which he classifies into those of Normandy, Bretagne,
France, and the Netherlands.

From Normandy. Mortimer, Warren, Albigny, Percy,
Gournay, Devereux, Tankerville, St.-Lo, Argenton,
Marmion, St.-Maure (corruptly Seymour), Bracy,
Maigny, Nevill, Ferrers, Harcourt, Baskerville, Mor-
tagne, Tracy, Beaufoy, Valoins (now Valance?), Cayly,
Lucy, Montfort, Bonville, Bouil, Avranche, &c.

From Bretagne. St. Aubin, Morley, Dinant (cor-
rupted to Dinham), Dole, Balun, Conquest, Valletort,
Lascelles, Bluet, &c.

From other parts of France. Courtenaye, Corby,
Boleyn, Crevequer, St. Leger, Bohun, St. Andrew,
Chaworth, St. Quintin, Gorges, Villiers, Cromar, Paris,

" Rheims, Cressy (now Creasy), Fynes, Beaumont,
Coignac, Lyons, Chalons, Chaloner, Estampes or Stamps,
and many more.

From the Netherlands. Louvaine, Gaunt (Ghent),
Ipres, Bruges (now Brydges), Malines, Odingsels,
Tournay, Douay, Buers (now Byers), Beke; and, in latter
ages, Daubridgcourt, Rosbert, Many, Grandison, &c.

Many persons who bear names of French origin
jump, without any evidence of the fact from historical
records, to the conclusion, that they must needs be de-
scended from some stalwart Norman, who hacked his
way to eminence and fortune through the serried ranks
of the Saxons at Hastings. Such ambitious individuals
ought to be reminded that, in the eight centuries that
have elapsed since the Conquest, there have been nu-
merous settlements of the French in this country ; for
instance, Queen Isabella of France, the consort of
Edward II. introduced in her train many personages
bearing surnames previously unknown in England, as
Longchamp, Conyers, Devereux, D’Arcy, Henage,
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Savage, Molineux, and Danvers;* to say nothing of the
various settlements of merchants, mechanics, artists, and
refugees of all kinds, who have sought and found an
“island home” in Britain.

Although the practice of adopting hereditary sur-
names from manors and localities originated in Nor-
mandy, we are not therefore to conclude that all those
names that have pEe, &c. prefixed were of Norman
origin ; for’many families of Saxon lineage copied the
example of their conquerors in this particular. If the
Normans had their De Warrens, De Mortimers, and
D’Evereuxes, the English likewise had their De
Ashburnhams, De Fords, De Newtons, &c: ad infinitum.
In some cases the Normans preferred the surname
derived from their antient patrimonies in Normandy ;
in others they substituted one taken from the estate
given them by the Conqueror and his successors. - In a
few instances the particle de or d’ is still retained; hut,
generally speaking, it was dropped from surnames about
the time of Henry the Sixth, when the title armiger
or ¢Squiier among the heads of families, and generosus
or g‘tntglman 2mong younger sons, hegan pretty
generally to be substituted. Thus, instead of John de
Alchorne, William de Catesby, &c. the landed gentry
wrote themselves, John Alchorne of Alchorne, Esq.,
William Catesby of Catesby, Gent. &c.'’ Our quaint
old friend Verstegan thinks this change began to take
place ““ when English men and English manners began
to prevail unto the recovery of decayed credit ;”’* or, in
other words, when the native English began to breathe
from the tyranny of their Norman conquerors. This
may be true of the former, but it cannot apply to the

* Anglorum Speculum, 1684, p. 26. + Restitution, p. 311.
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latter. Brevity appears to have been the real motive
for the omission of the pE, and other particles pre-
viously used with surnames. Had euphony been
regarded, it would never have occurred with the French
particles; for, however much better Hall and Towers
may sound than Atte Halle and Atte Tower, it cannot
be denied that De la Chambre and Le Despenser are
shorn of all their beauty when curtailed to Chambers
and Spencer. But to return; :to bear the denomi-
nation of one’s own estate—to write himself ¢of that
Ilk’—was antiently, as it is still, considered a peculiar
honour and a genuine mark of gentility: but sic transit
gloria mundi, that I could name instances of persons
having become absolutely pauperised on the very spot
from which their ancestors had been surnamed.*
From these observations, however, it must not be in-
ferred that all families bearing local surnames were
originally possessors of the localities from which those
names were borrowed. In all probability a great num-
ber of such names were never used with the e at all.
In Germany and Poland they discriminate in this re-
spect by using the word in, when possessors of the
place, and or, when only born or dwelling there. The
like, Camden tells us, was formerly done in Scotland,
“where you shall have Trotter of Folsham, and Trotter
in Fogo; Haitley of Haitley, and Haitley in Haitley.
The foregoing remark is satisfactorily borne out by such
names as these, occurring at an early period in the
neighbourhood of Hull: Ralph le Taverner de Notting-

* A correspondent remarking upon this passage says,-“ At Allsop, co.
Derby, there are numerous Allsops of every grade in society, and at
Tissington the same remark applies.” T may add, that at Heathfield and
Lindfield, co. Sussex, there have been peasants of those names re-
spectively. -
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ham de Kyngeston super Hull; Robert de Dripol de
Kyngeston, &c.*

« Salverte justly remarks, that ¢ the peasant who re-
moved from his native place was often sufficiently
distinguished by the name of that place as a surname
among the inhabitants of the town or village in which
he took up his abode, and the designation passing to his
children became hereditary. Hence, without having.
aspired to such an honour, the poor plebeian found him-
self assimilated to the lord of his native hamlet.”

Generally speaking, the practice of adopting surnames
from territorial possessions ceased at the period when
that of making family appellatives sfationary was intro-
duced. Jobn de Wilton might acquire an estate at
Barham and fix his residence there, but he would not
write himself John de Barham, but John de Wilton of
Barham. In the county of Cornwall, however, and
perhaps in other districts, even so lately as the sixteenth
century, gentlemen often left their antient surnames on
the purchase or inheritance of a new estate. Thus a
member of the family of Lothon, buying the lands of
Busvargus, near the Land’s End, about the year 1560,
relinquished his ancestral denomination, and wrote him-
self Busvargus. In Scotland the practice is but recently
extinct.

There are several antient baronial surnames to which
our old genealogists assigned a false origin. Some of
these may be called Cruseding names, from the suppo-
sition that they were derived from places visited by the
founders of the families during the holy wars. Morfimer
was, according to these etymologists, de Mortuo Mari,
“from the Dead Sea,” and Dacre, D’Acre, a town on
the coast of Palestine; but it is well known that the

* Frost’s History of Hull.
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places from which these two are derived are situated,
the one in Normandy, the other in Cumberland.
Jordan is reputed to have been borrowed from the famous
river of that name in Palestine; and Mountjoy is said
to have been adopted from a place near Jerusalem,
which, according to that worthy old traveller, Sir John
Maundevile, “men clepen Mount-Joye, for it zevethe
joy to pilgrymes hertes, be cause that there men seen
first Jerusalem . ...a full fair place and a delicyous.”*

There is a vulgar error, that places borrowed their
designations from families instead of the contrary. On
this subject Camden says,— Whereas therefore these
locall denominations of families are of no great anti-
quitie, I cannot yet see why men should thinke that
their ancestors gave names to places, when the places
bare those very names before any men did their sur-
names. Yea, the very terminations of the names are
such as are only proper and applicable to places, and
not to persons in their significations, if any will marke
the locall terminations which I lately specified. Who
would suppose Hill, Wood, Field, Ford, Ditch, Poole,
Pond, Town or Tun, and such like terminations, to be
convenient for men to beare their names, vnlesse they
could also dreame Hills, Woods, Fields, Ponds, &c. to
have been metamorphosed into men by some super-
naturall transformation ?

“And I doubt not but they will confesse that townes
stand longer than families.

* Some religious houses in England had their mountjoys, a name given
to eminences where the first view of the sacred edifice was to be obtained.
This name is still retained in a division of the hundred of Battel, not far
from the remains of the majestic pile reared by William the Congqueror.
Boyer defines ‘Mont-joie’ as ¢ a heap of stones made by a French army as
a monument of victory.”
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‘It may also be prooued that many places which now
haue Lords denominated of them had . . .. owners of
other surnames and families not many hundred yeeres
since.

“T know neverthelesse, that albeit most townes haue
borrowed their names from their situation and other
respects, yet some with apt terminations, have their
names from men, as Edwardston, Alfredstone, Ubsford,
Malmesbury (corruptly for Maidulphsbury). But these
were from forenames or Christian names, and not from
surnames. For Ingulphus plainly sheweth that
Wiburton and Leffrington were so named, because two
knights, Wiburt and Leofric, there sometime inha-
bited. But if any one should affirme that the gentle-
men named Leffrington, Wiburton, Lancaster, Leicester,
Bossevill, or Shorditch, gave the names to the places so
named, I would humbly, without prejudice, craue respite
for a further day before I beleeued them. . . . . %

This error possibly originated either in the flattering
tales of the genealogists,t or from the fact of surnames
having been occasionally appended to the proper names
of towns and manors, for the sake of distinction ; or, as
Camden says, “to notifie the owner,” as Hurst-Per-
point, and Hurst-Monceux; Tarring-Neville, and
Tarring-Peverell ; Rotherfield-Greys, and Rotherfield-
Pypard. It is true that a vulgar ostentation has often
induced the proprietors of mansions to give their own
names to them, as Hammond’s-Place, Latimer’s, Camois-

* Camd. Rem. p. 108.

+ Among other instances of this kind, I recollect that, in the pedigree
of Roberts, antiently called Rookhurst, (Hayley’s Sussex MSS. Brit. Mus.)
compiled in the reign of Elizabeth, it is asserted that a gentleman of Scot-
land, named Rookhurst, settling in Kent, in the eleventh century, gave that
name to the manor so designated !

1. 3
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Court, Mark’s-Hall, Theobald’s, &c. &c. “ when as now
they have possessors of other names ; and the old verse
is, and alwayes will be, verified of them, which a right
worshipfull friend of mine not long since writ upon
his new house:

Pune mea, mox Hujus, se¥ postea negeio cujus.”

While on this subject I would remind the reader,
that the practice of borrowing the designations of
places from personal names has prevailed in various ages
and countries : history, both sacred and profane, fur-
nishes us with innumerable instances. Canaan, Nineveh,
Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, and Constantinople, are
familiar ones.

“ Romulus excipiet gentem, et Mavortia condet
Meenia, Romanosque suo de nomine dicet.”
Zn. i, 276-7.
¢ Aneadasque meo nomen de nomine fingo.” Ib. iii, 18.

Among the Anglo-Saxons it was pretty usual up to
the period of the Norman Conquest to denominate places
from their proprietors’ personal names, and it is by no
means improbable that in some instances the locality
gave back to the posterity of an individual, as a sur-
name, the very designation which it had originally
assumed from his baptismal appellation. Iam not pre-
pared to support this remark by any better instance than
the following, the doubtfulness of which I am willing to
admit, The Featherstonhaughs of Northumberland are
said to be descended from a Saxon chieftain named
Frithestan, who denominated his estate Frithestanhaugh
or the hill of Frithestan; and his descendants, continuing
in possession until the Norman period, are alleged to
have adopted from it the hereditary surname of De
Featherstonhaugh.
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The following interesting extract from Mr. Wright’s
History of Ludlow needs no apology :

“ Many of the names of places, of which the mean-
ing seems most diffioult to explain, are compounded of
those of Anglo-Saxon possessors or cultivators ; and the
original forms of such words are readily discovered by
a reference to Domesday book. Thus, on the Here-
fordshire side of Ludlow we have Elmodes-treow or the
tree of Elmod (now Aymestry); Widferdestune, or the
enclosure of Widferd (Woofferton); Willaves-lage, or
the lee (saltus) of Willaf (probably Willey); Edwardes-
tune, or the enclosure of Edward (Adferton); Elnodes-
tune, or the enclosure of Elnod (Elton); Bernoldune, or
the hill of Bernold. In Shropshire there are Chinbaldes-
cote, or the cot of Chinbald, a place mentioned as de-
pendent upon Bromfield; /Elmundes-tune, or the
enclosure of Elmund; Elmund-wie, or the dwelling of
Elmund; Alnodes-treow, or the tree of Elnod, &ec.
Names of places having ing in the middle are generally
formed from patronymics, which in Anglo-Saxon had
this termination. Thus a son of Alfred was an
Alfreding; his descendants in general were ZElfredingas
or Alfredings. These patronymics are generally com-
pounded with ham, tun, &c., and whenever we can find
the name of a place in pure Saxon documents, we have
the patronymic in the genitive case plural. Thus
Birmingham was Beorm-inga-ham, the home or residence
of the sons or descendants of Beorm. There are not
many names of this form in the neighbourhood of
Ludlow; Berrington (Beoringatun) was perhaps the
enclosure of the sons or family of Beor, and Culmington
that of the family of Culm.”

But enough of these preliminary observations. Itis
_ now time to classify the local surnames into their
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various kinds. Following the order just now laid down,

-let us first speak of patrial names—those derived from
the country of the original bearers.* They are more
numerous than might be expected; and they usually
occur in antient records with the prefix Le.

Arman, from Almany (Germany.)

ANGEVIN, from Anjou.: Camden.

Beamise (Bohmisch) from Bohemia. This is the’
traditional origin of the name, but there is a township
so called in the county of Durham.

- BraBaN, from Brabant. Vide Henway, infra.
-BrET, BRETON, BRITTON, from Bretagne.

Bureoyng, from Burgundy.

CornisH, CorNwaLLis, from Cornwall.

CHAMPAGNE

CHAMPNEYS

D’Armaine (D’Allemagne), from Germany; also
Dalman.

- Dane, DEnis, Dency, from Denmark.-

Esrarrine, awkwardly corrupted to Stradling, from
‘the East,” probably Greece.

Encriss, Encranp. It is difficult to account for
these. IngLts is the Scottish orthography.

French, France. (Le) Francevs (unde Francis.)

Gora and Gaur occur among the freeholders of
Yorkshire. These, if not corruptions of other words,
were probably sobriquets.

“Franpers, FLEming, from Flanders.

GaEL or GaLg, a Scot.

GERMAINE, from Germany.

GascoyNE, from Gascony ; also Gaskoin, and Gaskin. -

from Champagne.,

* These are not of the same kind as the agnomina, Africanus, Ger-
manicus, &c., of the antients, which were conferred upon generals for great
exploits against hostile nations. Vide p. 9.
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Hanway, Hainault was so denominated in the time
of Henry the Eighth. In Andrew Borde’s ‘Boke of
the Introduction of Knowledge,” we are informed that
the “money, maners and fashyons” of the inhabitants of
Holland «is lyke Flaunders, Hanway, and Braban, which
be commodious and plentyful contreys.”

* Houranp, DoucHE ; the latter is the antient form
of ¢Dutch.’

JaNEWAY, a Genoese.-

“There was one amonge the Janwayes that the
Frenche kyng hyred to make warre agaynst the Eng-
lysshe men, whiche bare an oxe heed peynted in his
shelde : the which shelde a noble man of France chal-
lenged : and so longe they stroue, that they must nedes
fyght for it. So at a day and place appointed, the
frenche gallaunt came into the felde, rychely armed at
all peces. The Janwaye, all vnarmed, came also in to
the felde, and said to the frenche man, wherefore shall
we this day fight? Mary, said the frenche man, I wyll
make good with my body, that these armes were myne
auncetours before thyne. What were your auncetours
armes? quod the Janwaye. An oxe heed, sayd the
frenche man. Than sayde the Janwaye, here nedeth no
batayle: For this that I beareis a cowes heed ”” (From
‘ Tales, and quicke Answeres, very mery, and pleasant
to rede,’ written about temp. Henry VIII.)

IreLanD, IrIsH,

Jew. There is a bookseller at Gloucester bearing
this name.

LomBaRD, LAMBARDE, from Lombardy.
~=)MayYNE, from the French province.

Man, from the Island.

MoorEg, Morris. The former may be, and probably
is derived from the topographical expression, as it occurs
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in the form of Aimoor, Amoore, &e. q. d. at the Moor.
With respect to the latter name I may observe that it
is variously spelt Morys, Moris, Morris, Morice, Morrice,
Mawrice, &c., and compounded with various initial
expressions, De, Mont, Fitz, Clan, &c. Some of the
families bearing this name are of Welsh extraction,
Mawrrwyce, being the Welsh form of Mavors (Mars),
the god of war, antiently given to valorous chieftains of
that country. One of the Welsh family mottoes has
reference to this etymology, “MARTE et mari faventi-
bus.” The other Morrices are supposed to be of Moorish
blood ; their progenitors having come over from Africa,
by way of Spain, into various countries of western
Europe at an early period. It isa well-known fact that
the particular species of saltation, called the morrice-
dance, and several branches of magic lore, were intro-
duced into these regions many centuries since by natives
of Morocco. The professors of those arts, enriching
themselves by their trade, seem in some instances to
have embraced Christianity,and to have become founders
of eminent families; certain it is that several magnates
bearing the names of Morice, Fitz-Morice and Mont-
morice, attended William the Conqueror in his descent
upon England, and, acquiring lands, settled in this
country. The name Montmorris is said to signify “from
the Moorish mountains.”*

NorMaN, from Normandy. Also a christian name.

Picarp, from Picardy, a province of France.

Porrevin, from Poitou. Camd. 1 have not seen
this name elsewhere ; Poitlevin however occurs.

Poranp

Porack }

RoMAYNE, from Rome.

* Vide Burke’s Commoners, vol. iv.
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* REODES, from the island in the Mediterranean.
Scorr, from Scotland.*
Saxon.
Sreain,
«WaLes, Warsn, WaLLts, from Wales.-
WesteraLING, from Westphalia, in Germany ; also
WESTPHAL. :
WieHT, from the island of that name.
sTo these may be added PaynE,t (latinized Paganus,)
probably given to some Paynim or Mussulman, who em-
braced the Christian faith* during the Crusades; and
GrpsEY, bestowed on some person who had left the
mysterious nomadic tribe, so well known, and become
naturalized as an Englishman. Be this as it may, it is
now horne by a very respectable family, who take rank
as gentry, and reside, if my recollection serves me,
somewhere in Kent.
‘From names of Counties in the British dominions
we derive, the following family names:” Cheshire, Kent,
Essex,t Surrey, Cornwall, Devonshire, Devon, Darbishire,

* «Le célebre Walter Scott porte le nom de la tribu Scott, dont le duc
de Buccleugh est le chef; et ce qu'il y a de curieux, c’est que ce duc cherche
son nom en Normandie et prétend que le nom primitif était 2’Escot /”—
De Gerville.

+ Persons who wilfully remained unbaptized were antiently called
Pagani. (Vide Fosbroke’s Encyc. of Antiq.) Paganus is also a personal
name.

1 There is now living in the weald of Kent a person called Essex, from
the circumstance of his father having migrated from that county. The
cause of this change of the family appellation was the oddity of the original
name, which the honest ‘ Wealdishers’ found some difficulty in pronouncing.
The surname Wildish (cognate with Cornish, Londonish, &ec.) was probably
given to its first bearer, not from any particular wildness of demeanour, but
because he came from the wild or weald of Sussex. The peasants who go
to the South-Down farms to assist in the labours of harvest, are still called
by their hill-country brethren, ¢ Wildish men.’
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Hampshire, Durham, Norfolk, Rutland, Wiltshire,
Dorset, Somerset, Cumberland, Renfrew, Westmoreland,
Denby, Montgomery (?), Clare (?), Down (?), Ross (?), &c.
Also Kentish, Devenish, and Cornish, with which last I
may add Londonish and Londonoys. The singular name
Bishoprick was probably given to a native of the county
of Durham. ’

-The second class of local surnames consists of those
derived from cities and towns; as London, Yorke,
Winchester, Chichester, Rochester,- Ozford, Bristowe
(Bristol), Warwick, Buckingham, Bedford, Carlisle, Lan-
caster, Hertford, Lincoln, Lester, Coventry, Portsmouth,
"Lewes, Hastings, Arundel, Rye, Blackburn, Hampton,
Huntingdon,- Grantham, Rughy, Halifax, Grimsby, Bath,
Wells, Poole, Dartmouth, Hull, Kingston, Winchelsea,*
and others far too numerous to mention. The town of
Devizes is often called “The Vise:’ hence, in all proba-
bility, we have the name of Vyse.

-Thousands of English surnames are derived from
villages and obscure towns.- The following are selected
from the county of Sussex alone, and the number might
be greatly increased. Most of them are-still borne by
families in various conditions in life residing in the
county. -

Alfriston, Arlington, Ashburnham.

Brede, Battle, Bexle,t Balcombe, Barwicke, Barnham,
Bolney, Beckley, Buxted, Burwash.

Compton, Coombs, Chail®k, Crowhurst, Clayton.

Denton, Deane, Dicker, ‘&hling, Dallington.

* The names of Brighton, Devonport, and other very modern towns,
which occasionally occur, (in police reports, &c.) must be of recent
assumption, and are probably adopted by delinquents for the purpose of
concealment.

4+ Hodie Bexhill.
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Eckington, Ernley, Echingham.

Firle, Folkington.

Glynde, Goring, Grinstead, Guestling.

Hailsham, Heathfield, Hartfield, Hurst, Hel-
lingly, Hoo.

Iden, Icklesham, Ifield, Itchingfield, Jevington.

Kingston.

Lindfield, Lulham.

Mayfield, Madehurst, Malling, Meeching.

Nutley, Nytimber.

Ore, Oxenbridge.

Preston, Patching, Penhurst, Poynings, Pevensey,
Patcham, Preston.

Radmell.

Stanmer, Sedlescombe, Sutton, Stedham, Shoreham,
Seaford.

Ticehurst, Trotton.

Vinehall.

Waldron, Wistonneston, Washington, Watlington,
Wadhurst, Willingdon.

-Numerous as are the surnames derived from villages,
those borrowed from manors, farms, and single houses,
are very much more so. Old records prove that five,
eight, or ten, local surnames, have originated in a single
parish of considerable extent, and a county of average
dimensions yields hundreds of such names. It follows
therefore that the local surnames of English origin must
be many thousands in number. "

To collect a complete list of local names would
require the labour and research of years. Well may
M. de Gerville remark on this subject, ‘‘ ce chapitre est
immense I’ The best sources for such a collection would
be the indexes of places usually inserted in our larger
county histories and other topographical works. A

8%
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careful examination of the ordnance surveys, and other
similar documents, would convince the inquirer that
thousands of family names of uncouth sound and ortho-
graphy, and whose origin seemed to baffle his ingenuity,
are in reality derived from obscure hamlets and insig-
nificant landed properties ; but more on this subject in
a future chapter.

* As we retain most of the names of places imposed
by our Anglo-Saxon ancestors, with their significant
terminations, it is no wonder that—

¥ Jford, in Bam, in Lep any Ton
The most of English Surnames vun.”

I am not quite sure, however, whether the proverb
is sufficiently comprehensive, and I would therefore
take the liberty of adding:

Ing, HursT and Woob, Wick, Step and FieLp,
Full many English surnames yield.

These ten may perhaps be regarded as the principal
terminations, but there are several others only second
to them in frequency :

With Taorpe and BourNE, CoTE, CASTER, OKE,
CoMBE, Bury, Don and StowE, and STOkE;

With Ey and PorT, SHEAW, WoRTH, and WADE,
Hirr, GATE, WELL, STONE are many made;

Cr1FF, MaRsH, and MovuTH, and DowN, and Sanp,
And Beck and Sea with numbers stand.

Most of these also occur as distinct surnames.

Identity of surname is not always proof of the
consanguinity of the persous bearing it; for in some
instances two families have derived their surname from
one place, in other cases from two different places
bearing the same designation. As nearly every county
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has its Norton, its Newton,* its Stoke, or its Sutlon,
there may be nearly as many distinct families of those
names as there are counties. Much less are such
names as Atltwood, Waters, Wells, Banks, &c. peculiar
to one family, "

“Rivers,” says Camden, “have imposed names to
some men, as the old Baron Sur-Teys (hodie Surtees),
that is, upon the Tees . . . Derwentwater, Eden,
Troutbeck, Hartgill, Esgill, Wampull, Swale, Stour,
Temes (and Tamys), Trent, Tamar, Grant, Tyne, Croc,
Lone, Lund, Calder.” To these I add Severn, Parret,
Dee, Kennett,t Loddon, Yarrow, Mole, Lea, Cam, Dart,
Dore, Welland, Sour, Don, Shannon, Ure, Wear, Yare.
I think Pickersgill belongs to this class, as it signifies
“ a stream inhabited by pike or pickerell.”

Hitherto.I have treated of surnames derived from
- the proper names of places: let us now turn to those-
of the third class, namely those ,which describe fke
nature or situation of the original bearer’s residence,
such as Hill, Dale, Wood. *

* After the practice of adopting the name of one’s
own estate had become pretty genmeral amongst the
landed families, men of the middle and lower classes,
(‘ ungentplmen,” as the Boke of St. Alban’s has it,)
" imitating their superiors, borrowed their family names

* Tt is remarkable that many of the most antigue places in the kingdom
bear this name, which signifies New-fown. This definition reminds me of
an epitaph in a churchyard in the north of England:

¢ Here lies (alas'!) and more’s the pity,
All that remains of Jorn NEw-crry.”
To which the following somewhat important nofa bene is attached :
« g== The man’s name was New-Tow~, which would not rhyme.”

4 If not from the Scottish personal name Keneth.
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from the situation of their residences; thus, if one
dwelt upon a HiLL, he would style himself Atte Hull;:
if on a MooR, Attmore, or Amore; if UNDER a hill,
Underdown ; if near some TOWER or GATE, Atte Tower
or Agate; if by some LAKE or sHeRE, Bywater or
Bythesea ;* if near the public road, Bytheway, &c.

The prefix principally made use of was arrtE, which
was varied to ATTEN when the name began with a
vowel. “An instance of this kind occurs in the sur-
name of that celebrated personage in legal matters, Mr.
John a-Noke, whose original appellation was John Aften
Oak, as that of his constant antagonist was Jokn Atte
Style. That the letter ~ is apt to pass from the end
of one word to the beginning of another, is shown in
newt, which has certainly been formed by a corruption
from an ewt or eft.”’¥ Noke is now seldom met with,
but its corruption Noakes is one of the most common
of surnames. The phrase, “ Jack Noakes and Tom
Styles,” is familiarly employed to designate the rabble,
and it is not, as to the former name at least, a thing
of yesterday, for Skelton, who wrote in the early part
of the sixteenth century, in his ¢ Colin Clout,’ a satire
on the bishops of his time, says:

‘ Their mules gold do eat,
Their neighbours die for meat ;

What care they though Gill sweat
Or Jack of the Noke ?”

* One family of Bythesea, who have been gentry for upwards of three
centuries, have a tradition that the founder of their house was a foundling,
and that the name was given him (in reference to the situation where he
was discovered) by a gentleman who bequeathed to him the whole of his
estate. Names and dates, those useful verifiers of tradition, are wanting,
I fear, in this case. The Dutch have their De Meer, and the Spaniards
their Delmar, both signifying ¢ Of the sea.”

t Glossary to Chaucer’s Poems, edit, 1825.
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The singularly inelegant name of Boaks appears to
be a contraction of ¢ By the Oaks,’ and Haynoke is
doubtless ¢a’ Noke.”’ Nasz is, in like manner, a
corruption of Aften-Ash* and Ny of Atten-Eye, at
the island.

-In the course of a few generations the prefixes ATTE,
* &c., were softened to A, and with the latter some few
names have descended to our own times, as Agate,
Amoore, Acourt, &c. Generally speaking, however,
the Ao was dropped towards the end of the sixteenth'or
the beginning of the seventeenth,century. Camden
supposes the A to be a softening of or, as Adam
a’Kerby for Adam of Kirby.* I think it may be deduced
from four different sources : .

1. From At, as above—John a’Gate.

2. From Of, as in the case of Adam a’Kerby.

3. From the Latin preposition @, signifying from,
as ‘Thomas a’ Dover,’ equivalent to ‘ Thomas who
came from Dover.’

4. From the same preposition in a genealogical
sense, as ¢ Peter a’ James,” for Peter the son of, or
one descended from, James.

"As a proof of the great frequency of names with
the prefix a¢ and its variations, the following are cited
from the records of the county of Northampton alone,
and the number might be greatly increased :

Athill. Atmere. Atmore,
Atbrigge. Attechurch. Attediche.
Atte Holle. Atte Hawe. Atte Hall.
Atte-Kirk. Atte Mylle. Atte Mylne.
Atte-wall. Attewelle. Attewind.
Attegate. Attercliffe. Atwyk.t

® Ade. atte Nasche, 1296.
1 From Bridges’ Northamptonshire.
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‘By’ and ‘ uNDER’ were sometimes used as prefixes,
e g.:

Bygrove. Bythesea. Bywater.
Byfield. Byford. Bygate.
Underhill. Underdown. Underwood.
Undercliff. .

Since this kind of designations forms no inconsider-
able portion of the family nomenclature of Englishmen,
I must beg my indulgent reader to don his hat and
gloves, and accompany me to inspect the places and
objects from which our simple ancestors delighted to
denominate themselves, and which, for the purpose of
getting a better view, I shall digest into an alphabetical
list, after the example, and with the aid of, my great
predecessor in these matters, Master William Camden;*
making, in the course of the perambulation, such ex-
planatory observations as may be deemed necessary ;
and relating such anecdotes as may seem meet to en-
liven a part of my subject which all but antiquaries
and philologists will perchance consider excessively
dull.

A

Abbey. This name was probably conferred upon some
menial attached to a monastery.

Alehouse.

Applegarth. An orchard. Applegate, Appleyard.

Armitage. A hermitage.

Ash. See Tree.

* Camden’s list contains 253 names. Verstegan has likewise a similar
list. I have derived much assistance from Halliwell’s ¢ Archaic and Pro-
vincial Dictionary,’ and most of the illustrations from MS. sources are bor-
rowed from that work.
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B.

Back. In some places a ferry; at Bristol, a wharf;
in Cheshire it is synonymous with ¢ Beck,’ q. v.

Baine (Fr.) A bath.* Hence Baynes.

Barrack.

Bank, Banks.

Barn, Barnes.

Barrow (A.-S.Bearw.) A barrow; a high or hilly place;
a wood or grove; a hill covered with wood.

Barton. A curtilage, In Devonshire it is applied to
any freehold estate not possessed of manorial privileges.

Beacon, Becon. A beacon is
any contrivance by which in-
formation may be conveyed
either by sea or land, generally
by means of fire. At the pe-
riod when family names were
first generally adopted, it was
a kind of fire-cage attached to
a high pole, and was employed
either for the purposes of the
modern lighthouse orforalarm-
ing the country in case of in-
vasion by the enemy. Inwoody
districts the beacon consisted of a huge pile of brush-
wood or furze which was set fire to in such an emergency.
Nearly every spot of unusual height in the county of
Sussex is called a beacon, and was until a comparatively
recent date crowned with its stack of fuel.

* There is a remarkable coincidence as to the name of Banwell in
Somersetshire, where a great deposit of fossil bones has heen discovered,
and from which the place might be supposed to be denominated—ban
being the A.-S. for bone; but Collinson mentions a much esteemed sul-
phureous spring there, which doubtless, as a former dain or bath, originated
the name.
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Beck (A.-S. Becc.) A brook; and

Beckett. A little brook.*

Bellchambers. Probably a church tower.

Bent. A plain; a common; a field; a moor; so
called from those places being frequently covered with
the bent-grass. Willan says bents are  high pastures
or shelving commons.” ¢ The term,” says Halliwell,
“is very common in early Lnglish poetry:

¢ Appone a bent without the borghe

With scharpe arowes 3e schote hym thurge.’
MS. Lincoln, A. i. 17.”

Bearne. A wood.
Biggin. A building ; hence Newbiggin is ‘a new
building.’
Borde. A cottage. In Domesday, ¢ bordarii’ are
cottagers.
Boys (A.-N.) A wood ; bois.
“ And bad them go betyme
To the doys Seynt Martyne.” MS. Cantab., {.ii. 38.

Borstall. Much discussion has been wasted on this
word. In Sussex (where alone I have met with it as
a surname), it signifies a winding road up a hill, and
only occurs on the northern escarpment of the South
Downs. ¢ Robert atte Borstall.” Sussex Subsidy Roll,
1296,

Bourne. 1. A boundary or limit (Fr. Borne). “ The
undiscovered country—from whose bourne no traveller
returns.”” 2. A stream (A.-S. Burne). Such names
as Seaborn, Winterborn, and Newborn seem rather to
have been derived from this local source than from the
original bearers having been born at sea, in winter, &c.

* Parker, in his ¢ Glossary of Heraldry,’ mentions a bird of this name,

and states, without however naming his authority, that Thomas a’ Becket
bore three of them in his arms.
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Boroughs, Burg, Burke, Borrow, Burrows, are sy-
nonymous,

° Bottle (A.-S. Botl.) A seat or chief mansion-house ;
more usually a village. The German buifel, in Wolf-
enbiittel and many other names has the same significa-
tion. It also occurs simply, and in composition, in
many names of places in England, as Bootle, Newbottle,
Harbottle, &c. © A sailor who had served on board of
a man-of-war called the Unity, and bore this surname,
gave one of his sons the name of ¢ Unity Bottle.’
The baptismal rite was performed at a village church
in Sussex, and the minister hesitated some time before
he would confer so truly ridiculous a name. Booth,
in Cheshire, has the same meaning.

*Bottom (A.-S. Botm.) {In Sussex the words dale,
vale, and valley are rarely used ; Bottom is the substi-
tute. In some cases hills, or rather their summits, are
called ‘Tops; e. g. Norton Top; Houndene Bottom.
The term under consideration signifies any low ground
or valley ; hence Longbottom, Sidebottom, Winterbottom,
Rowbottom, Rosebottom, Shoebotham, Tarbottam, and
that elegant surname Shufflebotfom, which, when under-
stood to signify ¢shaw-field-bottom,” has nothing ridi-
culous in it.’

“RamssorroM,” observes an intelligent correspondent,
“is the name of a township in the parish of Bury,
Lancashire.© In the same locality is a place called
‘Ramsden.” These places are vulgarly pronounced
Romshottom and Romsden : their signification is, the
Valley of Roms. Roms or Rhoms are the wild onions
which abound in these two places, and nowhere else in
the neighbourhood. In many parts of the North,”
he continues, “ this word is compounded with names of
trees,as Oakenbottom, Ashenbottom, Owler (that is Alder-)
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bottom. In Lancashire hickin is the mountain ash,
whence perhaps Higginbotfom.”* In another chapter,
however, I have assigned a German etymology for this
name.

Bower.

Bridge (Briggs, Bridges, Attibridge).

Brunne, v. Bourne. In some instances perhaps from
‘brun,” Fr. and O. E. for brown.

Brough, Burgh, v. Borough.

Bree (Celtic Bre or Brae), a declivity.

Brook, Abrook ; Addenbrookc =— Atten-brooke.

Bury, a hill, a barrow; a court, a house or castle. In
Herefordshire and some other counties the chief house
of a manor is still called a bury.

Burne, a brook ; a northern pronunciation of Bourne,
whence Burns, Aburne, &c.

By (Danish), a habitation ; hence the strange-look-
ing surnames terminating in BEE, as Ashbee, Holmbee,
Battersbee.

Burtenshaw was antiently written Byrchenshaw,’
that is, the little wood or thicket of birch-trees.

Bush. Although it may seem exceedingly trivial
that so insignificant an object should name one of the
lords of the creation, there is little doubt of the fact.
There was lately living in Scotland a peasant who, with
his children, was called Funns, because his cot was
surrounded by furze, called, in some parts of the country,
by that name. This sobriquet had so completely

* ¢ Whitford and Mitford ply your pumps;
You Clutterbuck, come, stir your stumps ;
Why are you in such doleful dumps ?
A fireman—and afraid of bumps!
What are they feared on? fools—od rot ’em !’
‘Were the last words of Higginbottom.
Rejected Addresses.
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usurped the place of his hereditary surname that his
neighbours called him by no other name.*
Butts, marks for archery. In the days when

« « « .. England vas but a fing
Sabe fov the ‘Crooked Stick’ an¥ the < Grep-Goose Wing,’

most parishes had a place set apart for this necessary
sport, and the place is still indicated in many parishes
by the name of “the Butts.” A person resident near
such a spot would very naturally assume the name of
“ John at the Butts.”

C.

Camp. Camps, an earthwork.

Carr (Caer, Brit.), frequently applied to elevations
where castles have stood. “A wood or grove on a
moist soil, generally of alders. A remarkable floating
island nearly covered with willows, and called the Car,
is mentioned in the Diversions of Purley, p. 443.
Any hollow place or marsh is also termed a car”
(Halliwell.) A pool (Bailey.) In Lincolnshire it means
a gutter; in Yorkshire, moist, boggy land. The word
in Anglo-Saxon, on the contrary, signifies a rock.

Carne (cairn), a Druidical heap of stones. A plough-
land. (Halliwell.)

Cave. A good name for a person residing in, or
near the mouth of a cavern. This name probably
originated in Derbyshire or some other mountain region.

Castell, Castle. Chatto seems to be a corruption of
the French chéteau.

Chantrey. In many instances the lands formerly

* Vide an early Number of the Saturday Magazine. I may remark, how-
ever, that Bush was formerly the common denotement, and sometimes the
sign, of an inn, Vide Chapter XI.
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given by persons to support a chantry for their souls’
health in parish or other churches still bear such de-
signations, as Chantry Land, Chantry Farm, &c.

Chapel. Chapple.

Church.

Churchyard.

Channel. The Italians have a noble family of CanaLi,
a name of the same import. A feud once happened
between this family and that of Da Ponte (Bridge) on
the subject of precedence. ¢ The bridges,” said the
latter, ““ are higher than the canals!” ¢ The canals,”
retorted the former, “are more antient than the bridges!”
The quarrel grew to so great a height, and was of such
long continuance, that the Venetian senate was com-
pelled to interpose its authority; and hence it was
said, that that august body had ¢broken down the
Bridges and filled up the Canals I’*

Chase, a forest or hunting-ground. The distinction
between a chase and a forest seems to be this: the
former generally belongs to a subject—the latter to
the crown.

Clive, (A.-8.), a cliff. Cleave, Cleve, are other or-
thographies of the same word.

Clough, a ravine, or narrow glen, a deep descent
between hills ; sometimes a cliff. ‘Clym of the Clough,’
a Cumberland ballad.

Clow (whence Clowes). In A.-S. a rock.

“Sende him to seche in clif and clow.” (Halliwell.)

In the North it means a floodgate.

Close, an enclosure.

Cobb, a harbour, as the Cobb of Lyme Regis, co.
Dorset.

* Salverte.
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Copp or Cap, a mound or bank, the summit of a hill.

Combe, a valley (A.-S.)

Corner.

Cot (Cote, Cotes), a cottage (A.-S. Cote); a den; a
salt-pit.

Court, the principal house of a village, (Halliwell ;)
more properly a manor-house.

Cove, a cavern ; a harbour for boats.

Covert. ““The coverts of a forest technically signify
thickets full of trees touching each other, those places
wherein they are scattered and stand apart being only
termed woods.”—Thomson’s Magna Charta, 310.

Cowdray (Fr. Coudraie), a grove of hazel trees.

Cotterel, in Domesday, is a cottage; but in the
Promptorium Parvulorum the inhabitant of one—a
cottager.

Cragg, Craig, a rock or precipice (Celtic); perhaps
also a creek from the A.-S. Crecca.

Croft, a small enclosed field (A.-S.) Craftis a
Northern pronunciation.

Cross, given to one who dwelt by a market-cross or
near cross-roads.

Crouch, a cross (from the Latin cruz).® That all
cross-roads formerly had a cross of wood or stone
erected near the intersection, is pretty clear from the
names still retained, as John’s Cross, Mark-Cross,
Stone-Cross, High-Cross, Hand-Cross, New-Cross,
Wych-Cross* (perhaps so named in honour of St.
Richard de la Wych, bishop of Chichester). All these,
and many others, occur in Sussex.* At Seaford such

* These crosses served also for direction-posts. Probably this was their
primary use, the religious idea being an after-thought. The annexed cut
is borrowed from one in Barclay’s “ Ship of Fooles.” (Vide Fosbrokes
Encye.)
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a spot bears the name of ‘the Crouch.” We find also
High Crouch, Katty’s* Crouch, Fair Crouch, Crow
Crouch, &c. &c. Crouched or Crutched Friars were
an order of religious who wore a cross upon their
robes. The name crutck applied to the supports used
by cripples is evidently from the same root. A person
dwelling near some wayside cross would feel proud of
such an appellative as John atte Crouch, a form in
which the name frequently occurs.

[A CROUCH]

* Saint Katherine’s.
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D.

Dale, Dean, Dell. Nearly synonymous. “ Some-
times,” as a friend observes, “dean means a bushy
dingle or vale; but, occasionally, something much
greater, as Dean Forest, and Arden, co. Warwick.”
The Sussex family of Atte Denne inverted the syllables
of their name, and made it Dennat or Dennett.*

Derne, = solitary place (A.-S. Dierna).

Ditch.

Dyke. In the South and East this word signifies a
ditch ; elsewhere an elevated ridge of earth serving as
a barrier against water.

Donne, Don, Dun (A.-8.), a down.

E.

Ey, Eye, a watery place; an island (A.-S. Ig).

Eruth, Rith, a ford, “ John i’ the Eruth,” Nona ;—
John Ford.

East, West,' North, South.

F.

Farme.

Fell, Fells, barren, stony hills. Mr. Halliwell says,
a hill, moor, valley, or pasture; any unenclosed space
without many trees (v. ¢ Frith’).

Moyses wente up on that fell
Fourty dayes there gon dwelle. Cursor Mundi.

Fenn. The old family of Atte Fenne of Sussex
dropped the prefix, added an ®, and became Fenner or
Fenour.

Fernes (A.-S.), a desert, wilderness: hence Farnes.

Field, Byfield, Attfield.

* Cartwright’s Rape of Bramber.
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Fleet, a tide creek ; formerly any stream.

Fold. 1In some places the enclosure for impounded
cattle is so called.

Forest. In Holland, Van Voorst; in France, La-
forét.

Forth, a ford.

Font, a spting.

Fountain.

Fossey (fosse-way).

Foss, a ditch.

Foot, Foote, the bottom of a hill.

Frith. In Scotland, an arm of the sea; elsewhere,
a plain among woods; elsewhere, a hedge or coppice.

““ Also there is difference between the frytk and the
fell; the fels are understood the mountains, vallyes,
and pastures, with corne and such like; the frythes
betoken the springs and coppyses.” Noble Art of
Venerie. (Halliwell.)

“ Whersoever ye fall by fryth or by fell, )
My deer chylde take heed how Tristom dooth you tell,
How many maner beestys of venery ther were,” &ec.
Boke of St. Albans.

Furlong, a division in an unenclosed or tenantry field.
Many fields after enclosure are thus called.
Furnace.

G.

Garden.

““The name of the grandson of Bocchoris, Tilgamus
or Tilganus, signifies  garden child.” The fable is, that
the infant having been cast from the top of a tower,
by the order of his unnatural grandfather, was caught
in mid-air by an eagle, which safely deposited him in
a garden.” Salverte.
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Garth, a yard, a little close behind a house, a warren,
a churchyard; in fact, almost any small enclosure. Also
a garden, as in the following quotation :

“Tak a peny-weghte of garthe-cresse sede, and gyff
hym, at ete, and gare hym after a draghte of gude rede
wyne.” —MS8. Linc. Med. f. 292.

Garnett, a granary.

Garrison.

Gate, whence Agate, Gates, Bygate. Gate in Scot-
land means a way or road.

¢ He folowed thame thorowe the wod,
Alle the gatis that they gode.”
MS. Lincoln, A. i, 17, f. 136.

Gill, a small pebbly rivulet, a ravine or dell.

Glyn (Celtic), a glen.

Goole, a canal,

Gore, a word used in old records to describe a narrow
slip of ground.

Grave, Graves, a grove; a cave.

Grange, a large farm, kept in hand by a religious
fraternity, with buildings and often a chapel attached.

Grove, Groves. A foundling, now living at Tun-
bridge, bears this name, from his having been exposed
in the Grove at Tunbridge Wells,

Green, Greene.

Gravett, a little grove.

Gurnall, a granary. (Scot.)

H.

Hall, a great house.

Halliwell, a holy well.

Haycock. Probably given to a foundling exposed in
a hay-field.

I. : 4
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Ham (A.-8.), a dwelling, whence %kome. In the
West, a rich level pasture; in Sussex, a plot of land
near water ; sometimes a small triangular field or croft.

Harbour, Havens.

Hatch, a floodgate ; in Cornwall, a dam or mound;
in forest districts, the gateways on the verge of a forest
across a public road, as Cooper’s Hatch, Mersham Hatch.

Haugh (whence Hawes), How, a green plot in a
valley ; a hillock ; flat ground by a river.

Hay, a hedge, an enclosure ; in medieval Latin, a
winor park or enclosure in the forests for taking deer,
&c., is called a ¢ Haia.’

Haystack.

Head, a foreland or promontory, as Beachy Head,
St. Alban’s Head. Several names derived from locali-
ties are identical in sound and orthography with parts
of the person, as Head, Back, Foot.

Hedge, Hedges. There is a great disposition among
the illiterate to pluralize their names, as Woods for
‘Wood, Holms for Holme, Reeves for Reeve.

Heath.

Herne, a house (Bede).

Hithe (A.-S. Hyd), a haven, a wharf.

Hide, an old law term for as much land as can be
cultivated with one plough. Sometimes a field ; occa-
sionally a common or unenclosed pasture, as Arlington
Hide, in Sussex.

Hill, Hull. From hill came ¢ At the hill,” whence
Thill. So also € Nill) from Atten-hill, which, lest they
should appear to be nonentities, some who bear it have
changed to Knill! From the corresponding French
term ‘ Dumont’ came our Dymond.

Holme, Holmes, flat land, a meadow surrounded with
water ; other islands, like those in the Bristol Channel.
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Holt, a grove, or small forest (Halliw.) ; in Sussex,
invariably a small hanging wood, as Jevington Holt,
Wilmington Holt, Box Holt; a grove of trees about a
house (Howell); a peaked hill covered with wood
(Brockett). Nolt =— Atten-Holt.

“ Ye that frequent the hilles,
And highest novTes of all,
Assist me with your skilful quilles,
And listen when I call.”
Tuberville's Songs and Sonnets (Percy Ant. Rel.)

Hold, a fortress, a tenement. Holden is probably a
corruption of ‘ holding,” in the latter sense.

Hope, a valley; a small field; a mountain dingle;
Camden says, “ the side of an hill.”

Hoo, How, Hoe (A.-S.  How’), a high place, as the
Hoe at Plymouth; a hill.

House. This seems a strange word to adopt as a
name, since residence in a house was never so unusual a
circumstance as to stamp any peculiarity upon a person
or a family. John at. Tower and Roger at Church
might well distinguish individuals from their neigh-
bours, but William at House could scarcely be deemed
a description at all. The same name occurs in other
languages, as Las Casas in Spanish, Dellacasa in Italian.

" It may here be remarked that the termination us or
hus is a corruption of house, as—

Stonnus from Stonehouse,

Woodus »?  Woodhouse,

Duyffus > Dovehouse,

Malthus » Malthouse,*

Hoppus »  Hophouse,

jzl:; and} »?  Ald- (i. e.) old-house.

* Mme. D’Arblay’s Mem.
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Windus from Windhouse (?),
Loftus »”  Lofthouse, and
Bacchus > Bakehouse or Backhouse. -

This last corruption took place in the sixteenth cen-
tury. In 1551, the benefice of Addington-Magna was
presented to Christopher Backhouse, and only seventeen
years subsequently, George Bacchus and others present
the same living to another Christopher Bacchus, evi-
dently a family connection of the former.* To this
class may probably be referred such names as Tyas,
Nyas, Dallas.

Hole. 1In the south of England this word is fre-
quently applied to a house occupying a low site, as
¢ Hill’ with some prefix is to one in an elevated situ-
ation: sometimes both terms occur in immediate
proximity to each other, as Burghill and Burghole,
Thunder’s Hill and Thunder’s Hole, in Sussex.

Hooke and Howke. This word occurs in various
places as the name of a trivial locality, but I cannot
ascertain its meaning. Atte Hooke, which is found in
the Nonz return, probably became ¢ Tooke.’

Holloway (the ‘hollow-way’), a deep road between
high banks.

Holyoak, some oak which a superstitious legend had
rendered famous.

Hospital. I have not found this word used as a
surname, but Spital and Spittle, its contractions, are not -
uncommon. Ashpital is probably a provincial form of
it ; while Spiftlehouse is a somewhat pleonastic word of
the same import.

Hunt, a chase, as Foxhunt in Sussex.

* Vide Bridges’ Northamptonshire, ii, 204.
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Hurne, Horne, a corner. Johes in le Hurne, that
18, John in the Corner, occurs in the Nonz, 1341.
Chaucer spells it kerne :

“ Lurking in Aernes and in lanes blinde,
‘Wherof these robbours and these theves by kinde
Holden hir privee fereful residence.”
Chanones- Yemannes Prol.

Hurst (A.-S.), a wood.

I

Ing, a meadow near a river.

Inch, Ince, an island.

Isle, an eminent family called De PIsle, and after-
wards Lisle, borrowed that name from the Isle of
Wight ; another family borrowed the same surname
from the Isle of Ely.

K.

Kay, a quay ; sometimes Key, and thence Afkey.

Kirk, a church.

Knapp (‘Cnaep,” A.-8.), the top of a hill. “A hillocke
or knap of a hill.” Cotgrave.

Knoll, whence Knowles, the top of a hill (‘ Cnoll,’
A.-8.), a little round hill.

L.

Law, a hill or eminence (‘ Hlewe,” A.-8.)
Lade (A.-S.), a passage for water, a drain.
Land (v. Launde).

Lane.

Lath, a barn.
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Launde (whence belike Lowndes), a plain place in a
wood, a lawn.
“ Now is Gy to a launde y-go
‘Where the dragon duelled tho.” Guy of Warwicke, p. 262.

“ For to hunt at the hartes in thas hye loundes.”
Morte Arthure.

Lee, Legh, Lea, Leigh, Lye, various spellings of one
and the same word, meaning a pasture. In names of
British origin, Lle, a place.

Lodge.

Locke, a place where rivers meet with a partial ob-
struction from a wooden dam; or, Loch, a lake.

Loppe, an uneven place.

Lough, a lake.

Lowe, a small round hill (A.-S. ¢ Lowe’), a tumulus or

barrow.
“ With oure sheep upon the lowe.” Cursor Mundi.

Sometimes it signifies a farm, otherwhile a grove.

Lynn (Celtic), a pool. Some families so surnamed
may derive from the town in Norfolk.

Lynch, a small hanging wood or thicket, on the
South Downs called a ‘ link ;” a strip of sward between
the ploughed lands in common fields. In Gloucester-
shire, a hamlet.

M

March, a boundary, as the Marches of Wales; a
landmark. To march is to extend: so Sir John
Maundevile :

“ Arabye durethe fro the endes of the reme of
Caldee unto the last ende of Affryk, and marchethe to
the lond of Ydumee.”

Market.

Marsh.



LOCAL. 79

Mead, Meadow, Meadows, Mees. Syn. The French
have Paquier, Pasquier, and Pasquet (which we have
naturalized in Packet), meaning pasturage.

Meer, Meeres, a lake, a shallow water (A.-S. ¢ Mere’);
a boundary.

Mill. Milne, and Mulne are antient orthographies.
From the Fr. Des Moulins comes our Mullins.

Minster (A.-S.) a monastery.

More, Moore, Attemoore, Amoor, Amor.*

Moss, a moor or boggy plain.

Mote, Moate.

Mouth, a haven.

Mount.

Mountain. This name once gave occasion to a pun,
which would have been excellent had the allusion been
made to any other book than the Holy Scriptures. Dr.
Mountain, chaplain to Charles II, was asked one day
by that monarch to whom he should present a certain
bishopric, just then vacant. “If you had but faith,
Sire,” replied he, “I could tell you who.” “ How so,”
said Charles, “if I had but faith?” ¢ Why yes,” said
the witty cleric, ““ your majesty might then say fo this
MounTaiN ¢ Be thou removed into that See.’”

N.
Narraway (narrow-way).
0.

Orchard. - A correspondent of the Gentleman’s
Magazine, Oct. 1820, suggests that such names as

* A facetious correspondent of the Literary Gazette (B. A. Oxon, Sept.
1842) says, he cannot pass 135, New Bond Street, without being reminded
of the 10th Eclogue, * Omnia vincit amor ;”” and he suggests a free trans-
lation of the passage, viz.: * #mor is the best wine-merchant in London !”
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Townsend, Street, Churchyard, Stair, Barn, Lane, and
Orchard, “ originated with foundlings, and that they
possibly pointed out the places where they were ex-
posed,”—a plausible suggestion, had we not abundant
evidence of their having been first given to persons
from their residing, when masters of families, in or
near to such places. °

P.

Park, Parkes (Celt. ¢ Parc’).

Penn (Celt.), the top of a hill.

Pende, an arch, generally one under which there is a
roadway or passage.

Peak.

Pitt, Pitts. Referring to the remark above, I may
mention that'surnames of this kind have, occasionally,
been given to foundlings, and that even in recent times.
I perfectly recollect the grim visage of a surly septua-
genarian named Moses Piff, who had been exposed in
infancy in a marl-pit.- “Nobody likes you,” said this
crabbed piece of humanity, in a quarrel with a neigh-
bour. “Nor you,” replied the latter, “not even your
mother.” Moses was silent.

Pinnock or Pennock, in Sussex, is the little frame-
work above an archway over a stream, like that repre-
sented in the engraving.
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Pine, a pit (Bailey).
Pinfold or Penfold, a pound for cattle or sheep.
Thus, in the  Two Gentlemen of Verona,’—

“ Proteus. Nay, in that you stray; 'twere best pound you.
Speed. Nay, sir! less than a pound shall serve me for carrying your letter.
Pro. You mistake ; I mean the pound—a pinfold.
Speed. From a pound to a pin, fold it over and over,
'Tis threefold too little for carrying a letter to your lover.”

Plaine.

Plott, Platt, a little piece of ground; a field of even
surface.

Place, a mansion.

Peel (Celtic ¢ Pil’), primarily, perhaps, a pool; now,
on the Scottish border, a moated fort. ¢ Within my
recollection,” says the Rev. A. Hedley, “almost every
old house in the dales of Rede and Tyne was what is
called a peel-house, built for securing the inhabitants
and their cattle in moss-trooping times.”’*

Pell, a deep standing water.

Pollard, a cropped tree.

Poole, Pole. Shakspeare plays with the name of De
la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, in Henry VI, Part II, where
he makes the captain who seizes him at sea tell him
that he is the pool or puddle—

“ whose filth and dirt
Troubles the silver spring where England drinks.”

Pont, a bridge. The kindred names Pontius, Ponto,
Dupont, Da Ponte, &c., occur in most of the antient
and modern languages of Europe.

Playsted, Playstow, a place for sports; still found in
many places.

Port, a haven.

Pond.

* Archwmologia Aliana, i, p. 243.

48
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Pound.
Prindle, a croft.

Q.
Quarry.
Quarel, Quarll, a quarry.

R.

Rayne, Raynes, a bound or limit.

Rick (whence Riz), a stack of hay or corn.

Ridge, Attridge.

Rigg, aridge. By dropping A from At Rigg we get
Trigg and thence Triggs.

Rill, a small stream. . John at the Rill would first
become John Atterill, and afterwards John 77rill. - How
subtle are the clues that guide us in etymological in-
vestigations ! '

River, Rivers.

Rock. In French, roche, whence our Roackh.

Ring, a circular enclosure for bull-baiting, &c.

Roades,

Rodes,

Rodd, Rode, Royd, an obsolete participle of ‘rid,’
meaning a ‘ridding,’ or forest grant. It sometimes
occurs in the last form as an addition to the name of
an early proprietor, or to the names of the trees cleared,
as Ack-royd, Hol-royd, &c. .

Rowe, a street ; in Scotland, a rew, whence Rawes.

Ross, a heath (Brit. ‘ Rhos’), peat land, a morass;
also a promontory,

‘Rye, a bank or shore. Atte Rye became T'ry.
Perhaps from the town of this name in Sussex.

} corruptions of road.

S.
Sanctuary. This name may have been borne, pri-
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marily, by a criminal who had ¢taken sanctuary’ in
some privileged place.
Sale, Sales, a hall,
“Sone they sembled in sale
Bothe kynges and cardenale.” MS. Lincoln, A. i.
Sand, whence Sands and Sandys.
Sea, originally At Sea.
Shaw, a small wood or copse.
¢ In somer when the shawes be sheyne,
And leves be large and long,

Hit is fulle mery in feyre foreste
To here the foulys song.” MS. Cantab. Ff. v. 48.

Shallow, a ford.

Shank, the projecting point of a hill connecting it
with the plain.

Shiel, originally a temporary hut for shepherds,
(q. d. “shield,’ i. e. against wind and rain) ; afterwards
applied to fixed habitations.

Shore, the sea-side.—In London, and in the West
of England, this is the vulgar pronunciation of sewer.

Sike (whence Sykes), a small rill, a spring, a wa-
terfall.

Skell, ““a well in the old Northern English.”” (Camd.)

Slade. Many significations are attached to this word,
viz., a valley, a ravine, a plain, a breadth of green land
in plantations or ploughed fields, a small open hanging

wood.
1t had been better of William a Trent
To have been abed with sorrowe,
Than to be that day in the greenwood slade,

To meet with Little John's arrowe.” Robin Hood.
 And how he climbeth up the bankis,
And falleth into sladis depe.” Gower.

Slack, low ground, a gap or pass between two moun-
tains or hills.—

’



84 ENGLISH SURNAMES.

“ They took the gallows from the slack,
They set it in the glen,
They hang'd the proud sheriff on that,
Releas'd their own three men.” Robin Hood.

Slonk, a hollow place (A.-S. ‘Slog’). Applied on the
South Downs to the little branch valleys communicating
with a combe.

Slough.

Spence, a yard or enclosure; a buttery.

Spring, a well.

Spire, Spires, a steeple.

Steele, locus, a place.

Strand, the sea-shore, or the bank of a river.

Street. The French have De-la-Rue, the Italians
Strada. Stonestreet, Stanistreet.

~ Strood, Stroud, ‘‘the bank of a river, as some doe
think.” (Camd.) Baxter makes it ‘Strawd;’ that is,
“Ys-trawd,” the lower traject.

Stable.

Stead (A.-S.), a farm-house and offices; a standing-
place.

Steeple.

Stile, Styles, “W. atte Stighele’ Sussex, 1296.

Stock—of a tree, I suppose, though its adoption as
a name is not easily accounted for. There are similar -
names elsewhere. Zouch and Curzon (Fr.), mean, re-
spectively, the trunk of a tree and the stem of a vine.

Stowe, Stoke, Stokes, a place.

Stone, Steane. Given first to some onewhose residence
was near a Druidical, or other remarkable stone.*

* Since the above was written, I find the following in M. de Gerville’s
Essay on Norman Names. ¢ Les pierres méme n’échappent pas & nos
nomenclatures. Le nom de LA PierrE, chez nous, remonte parfois aux
pierres druidiques.”
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T.

Temple. The preceptories of the knights-templars
were often called ‘temples.” Hence this name, as well
as Templeman.

Tern or Dern, a standing pool.

Thorn, the tree, or perhaps ¢ Thurn,” a tower.

Thorpe (A.-8.), a village.

Thwaite, land reclaimed from a wood or forest; a
rough marshy ground; a pasture.

Toft, “a piece of ground where there hath been a
house.” (Camd.) Halliwell says, “open ground; a
plain; a hill.”

Tree, whence Attree, &c.

- The following names of trees occur as surnames:

Alder, Boz, Hawthorne, | Plumtree,
Appletree, | Cherry, Laurel, Sickelmore,
Ashe, Chesnut, Maple, Thorn,
Aspen, Crabtree, Oatkes, Vine,
Beech, Elmes, Peartree, Willows,
Birch, Hazel, Pine, Wych;

to which may be added 4pps, a provincial name for the
aspen, Lind, a lime-tree, and Holm, a holly or evergreen
oak. The French have several names of the same
kind, some of which have been introduced into England,
as Coigners, a quince-tree, Cheyney, an oak. -

Toll, a small grove of lofty trees.

Torr, a tower, or rather a castle-like, though uncas-
tellated, hill or crag.

Tourelle (Fr.), a diminutive of tower ; a turret. This
appears to be the origin of our names, Torell, Tourle, &c.,
though most families of these names bear canting arms
of bulls’ heads, allusive to ‘taureau,” a bull.
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Tower, Towers,

Town.

Townsend, Townshend. At the end of the town,
¢ Atte Tunishend.’

Tune (A.-S.), an enclosure.

Trench.

Twitten is a Sussex provincialism for a narrow alley
or entry. ¢Ascelota atte Twytene’ occurs in that county
in 1296. :

V.

Vale. The French have Duval, Dellavalle, &ec.

Vennell, a gutter, a sink (Halliw.) Venella, accord-
ing to Du Cange, is viculus, angiportus, via strictior,
more properly speaking, a passage or alley that had a
gate annexed.* .

Venables. This name appears to be a slight modi-
fication of the Fr. vignobles, vineyards.

w.

Wade, a meadow; a ford.

Wall, Walls.

Wake or Werk, some work or building.

Warren, a colony of rabbits. This is also a Norman
local name.

Water, Waters; also Attwater and Bywater.

Way.

Weir. 1In Scotland there is a family called Dur-
hamweir.

Weller (A.-S. “Wellere'), a hollow or gulf (sinus.)

Wells. <At Well’ became Twell.

Wick (whence Wicks and Wixz), a hold or place of

* Gent. Mag., March, 1830.
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defence ; Halliwell says, ¢a bay, small port, or village
on the side of a river.

Wold, a hill destitute of wood.

Wood (Woods, Attwood, Bywood, Underwood, Ne-
therwood.)

‘Worth.. Who shall decide when etymologists dis-
agree? No less than six origins have been found for
this little word, which has been made to stand for a pos-
session, a court, a farm, a place, a fort, and an island!
A very worth-y subject for the etymologist.*

Whitaker. To this word Bailey assigns this some-
what unintelligible definition: “The north-east part of
a flat or shore; the middle ground.” Qu. white-acre?

Wyche, a salt work, a salt spring.

Y.
Yarde.
Yate, Yates, old word for gate.

Before leaving this subject I must observe —what the
reader will probably have noted—that many of these
names of locality bear very different acceptations in
different districts. In proof of this remark I will cite
a short passage from the late Dr. Hamilton’s (miscalled)
“ Nuge Literari.””t  After expatiating upon the
copiousness of the English language, the author says:

“The Saxon, which is the foundation of our language,
often presented a great discrimination, and this is proved
in the names which it gave to places. Combe, is a valley,
or rather gorge, between two hills, and where there is

* The family of names ending in -witk, as Beckwith, Skipwith, Sand-
with, &c., probably corrupt that syllable from worth.
+ On Correlates and Synonyms, p. 390.
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a wood. Clough, is a wooded valley, or rather hollow,
by the road-side. Sluck, is a valley stretching beneath
a precipitous range. Firth, is a very retired, Shaw, is
a well-wooded, glen. Den, is a valley that is very deep.
Here, with the appearances of synonyms, are real dis-
tinctions. Once more: Hope, is a small stream;
Thwaite, a rivulet; Fleet, an wstuary; Gool, a canal;
Wath, a ford; Burn, a runnel; Hithe, a landing-place;
Sike, a waterfall; Holm, contiguity to water. Much
circumlocution would be required to express these shades
of meaning in any other tongue. A third series may
be arranged: Holt, a hill; Fell, a wild upland; Wold, an
undulating country; Knoll, a small but sudden rise;
Ness, a head-land overhanging the sea, or a mountain
near it.”

Dr. Hamilton’s field of observation is Yorkshire,—
but tl}e topographical terms there extant apply in other
districts to places of a materially different character.
For example, in Sussex, many of the Combes, with
which the county abounds, have no wood near them.
Out of Yorkshire, a Firtk is often a water rather than
a ‘retired glen;’ and in the south of England a ‘glen’
is not a necessary feature in the Shaw. In many places
a Hope is anything but a ‘stream,” and a Thwaite any-
thing but a ‘rivulet.’” The same remark applies, in a
more limited sense, to several other expressions in the
passage.

From these trivial topographical words, and many
others of a similar kind which must have escaped our
notice, did numbers of our ancestors borrow their family
names; short, and generally monosyllabic, they were
well suited to the plain, hardy, Anglo-Saxon race who
assumed them; and well adapted to distinguish that race
from their Norman oppressors: a distinction now happily
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merged, so that we cannot say with an antient poet
of ours—

“ @f the Normans beth these High menne, that be of thys lony,
Anv the lofve menne of Saxons.”

Some names of this class had the termination ER or
MAN attached to them: thus

- From Beck  was formed Beckman.

BournE ” Bourner. ,

Bripce " Bridger and Bridgman.

Broox » Brooker.

CAsTLE . Castleman.

CrovucH " Croucher and Crouchman.

Cuurch " Churcher and Churchman.

DEean »s Denman.

FeENNE ' Fenner.

Frerp » Fielder.

FurLone . Furlonger.

GROVE . Grover.

Hearn . Heather and Hother.
"Hovr . Holter and Holtman.

Howrp " Holder.

Hore " Hoper.

Kirk " Kirkman.

Knar s Knapper.

LAkE » Laker and Lakeman.

Lowe 5 Lower (?)

MarsH » Marshman.

Moor " Moorman.

Prain " Plainer.

Parx . Parkman.

Pir " Pittman.

Poxp ’ Ponder



90

From RAYNE
RipcE
Ross
Rye
SLADE
STREET
STILE
Stock
STONE
ToLL
Town
WrycH
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was formed Rayner.

3

2

2

3

2

»

3

2

3

3

»

Ridger and Ridgman.
Rosser.

Ryman.

Slader.

Streeter.

Styleman.

Stocker.

Stoner.

Toller.

Towner. .
Wicker or Witcher. .

Of the very picturesque name Crosweller I do not
know the origin, unless it has been derived from the
residence of the first bearer, near such a spot as that

described in Marmion—

« A little fountain-cell,

Where water, clear as diamond spark,
In a stone bason fell.

Above, some half-worn letters say—

‘Brink . wearp . pilgeim ; Veink . & . prap .
Jfor. the. kin¥ . soul. of . Spbil . Grep .
Wtho . built . this . CROSS . anV . TWELL.” 7

Wells of reputed sanctity were often ornamented with
an image of the patron saint, and with a cross. The
primitive Crosweller may have been the custodian of
such a sacred fountain.
Several other names similarly formed are referable
to occupations, and will therefore be enumerated in a
future chapter ; such are Miller, Parker, Forester, &c.
Before leaving Local Surnames, I must mention such
as are derived from apartments in houses, and which
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were, most likely, first given to menial servants who
served in the respective rooms. Like the foregoing,
they generally occur in old records in the form of Jokn
Pthe Kitchen, William aite Chamber, &c. Jorden de
la Sekestrie (sextry), and Ricard. dict’ atte Parlowr,
occur in the fourteenth century among the records of
Lewes Priory: J. atte Lote (loft,)) in a subsidy roll of
1296. Besides these we have Garret,* Buttery, and
Stair, and Camden says Sellar, which 1 have never seen.
Chalmers is the Scottish form of Chambers; and Hall is
otherwise accounted for. (p. 73.) Drawbridge was
probably given to the porter of some old moated man-
sion, and Cullis may be an abbreviation of Port-cullis,
To these may be added Chimney.

Thus, gentle reader, I have, in humble sort, set forth
the origin, antiquity, and varieties of that branch of our
family nomenclature borrowed from the names of places,
and if thou hast found aught of gratification in my lucu-
brations I am satisfied: if not, close the book; thy taste
and mine concur not. I quarrel not with thee, and I
trust that thou wilt exercise like forbearance with me,
recollecting that—De gustibus non disputandum est,”
—=<and soe I bid thee right heartilie farewel.”

* A facetious correspondent suggests that ¢ Garret’ may be a translation
of Atticus!
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NOTE TO CHAPTER V.

In the illustration of Local Surnames in the fore-
going chapter, I have confined myself to a few examples,
unwilling to encumber my pages, as I might have done,
with many thousands of names taken from the towns,
villages, and hamlets of England. No reader would
thank me for presenting him with a transcript of the
Villare Anglicanum, which must have been the case had
I achieved the laborious task of collecting a list of all
the local surnames extant.

-When the name of a family coincides with that of a
place, it will be safe, as a general rule, to conclude that
the surname was borrowed from the locality, and a
reference to a topographical dictionary of England will
solve many a problem in regard to family nomenclature. -
It may not be amiss, however, to furnish a few ob-
servations to enahle the general reader to trace the
origin of many names of this class.

It will be necessary to premise, that as Britain has
been successively occupied by various races of people, so
each race has stamped upon its localities proper names
borrowed from its own language. Hence the existing
local nomenclature, though derived for the most part
from the Anglo-Saxon or primitive English tribes, com-
prises a few words from other sources, Celtic, Roman,
Danish, and French. I speak, of course, of England,
for Wales and the Highlands of Scotland borrow most
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of their names from the Celtic tongue, and with these
we have very little to. do.

The earliest and most obvious mode of naming places,
is the conferring upon them of appellations answering
to their nature and situation in the language of the
respective occupants. In the Cerric dialects, for in-
stance, Glynde means a vale, Comb (cwm) a deep valley,
and Caburn (caer-bryn) a fortified hill. All these occur
in Sussex. Inthe Latin, Castrum is a fortified station:
this word, corrupted by the Saxons to ‘ceaster’ or
‘chester,” is common as a termination to many English
towns. In the Ancro-SaxoN, Ley and Tun mean a
field and an enclosure. In FrENcH, Malfosse stands
for a dangerous ravine, and Beauliex for a pleasant
situation.

Sometimes the name of a place describes its situation,
or some peculiarity, in a word or phrase taken from the
existing language, as Hull (hill) Poole,* Newhaven,
Newcastle, Bishop’s Stoke.

Another, but a very limited, number of places, bear
names derived from some transaction which has occurred
in them. Battel in Sussex is an eminent example of
this species. Lichfield, ‘the field of corses,” is another.

* Some places bear the names of antient possessors, as-
ZAlfriches-tune, now Alfriston, Clappa-ham, now Clap-
ham, Cissan-ceaster, now Chichester; literally, Elfrick’s
enclosure, Clappa’s home, and Cissa’s fortress.” So like-

* M. de Gerville observes, that most of the original names of places in
Normandy are simply words of description, ¢ often signifying merely rivers,
mountains, or rocks, without addition ; for example, Vire, the name of a
town, and Ver, that of two communes, in Lower Normandy, mean ‘river,’
or the ¢ water side; Abrant, the antient name of Avranches, means nothing
else but the embouchure of a river, from ‘Aber,’ mouth, and ‘ant,’
river.”
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wise in Normandy, Foucarville, Barneville, the town or
residence of Fulcard, of Bernard, &ec.

‘Many take their designations from the rivers on
which they stand, as Exeter, on the Exe, Plymouth, on
the Plym, Yarmouth, on the Yare, Cambridge, on the
Cam, Axminster, on the Axe. One very unimportant
little river in Dorsetshire called the Piddle gives names
to the following parishes in its course, viz., Piddle-
trenthide, Piddlehinton, Piddletown, Tolpiddle, Alf-
piddle, and Turner’s Piddle. -

The names affixed to places by the Anglo-Saxons are
in general very descriptive, a circumstance which enables
a person tolerably acquainted with their noble language
to arrive at an accurate idea of their situation, or of
some principal feature.

The noun which denotes a locality is often combined
with an epithet descriptive of some circumstance, quality,
or natural production of the place. For instance,jnnu-
merable places, on their first colonization by the Anglo-
Saxons, received the generic name of fun, signifying an.
enclosure, or what the Americans would call a ‘location.’
If such a place had a clayey soil it would become
Clayton ; if it had been previously unoccupied it would
be Newton; if it lay in a level, meadow country, it
would be Leighton ; if it occupied an eminence it would
be Hilton. In like manner a thorp, or village, would
be styled Aldthorpe, Newthorpe, or Highthorpe; accord-
ing to the attribute of antiquity, recency, or loftiness of
situation, proper to it. Again, Stanley would describe
a stony field; Horsley, a field or district noted for
horses; Ashley, a field favourable for the growth of
ash-trees.

- The animal kingdom frequently furnishes the de-
scription, thus:—



. The Ox.
Horse.
Cow.
Sheep.
Ram.
Hare.
Goat.
Lamb.
Foz.
Boar.
Hart,
Deer.
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Oxley, Oxenden, Oxenham.
Horsley, Horsfield, Horsebridge.*
Cowley, Cowfold, Cowden.
Shipley, Shepscombe, Shepton.
Ramsey, Ramslie, Ramscombe.
Haredean, Hareford, Harewood.
Goatley, Gotham.

Lambton, Lamporte, Lambley.
Foxhunt, Foxley, Foxcote.
Boreham, Boresley, Boarswood.
Hartford, Harthill, Hartfield.
Dereham, Deerhurst.

Brock (a badger.) Brockesley, Broxbourne.

_ Bird.
Swan.
Eagle.
Ern
Crow.
Rook.

Raven.

Finch.
Hawk.

BIRDS.

Birdbrook, Birdham, Birdsall.
Swanscombe,t Swanhourne.
Eaglesfield, Eglesham, Eaglescliffe.
(A.-S. for eagle.) Ernley, Earnsford.
Crowham, Crawley, Crowhurst.
Rokewood, Rookwith, Rookhurst,
Ravensdale, Ravenscroft, Ravensden.
Finchley, Fincham, Finchdean.
Hawkhurst; Hawkesborough.

Goose (A.-S.°gos.’) Gosfield, Gosden, Gosford. .

* While satisfied with the accuracy of the principle of these derivations,
I am probably in error in particular instances ; for example, the first sylla-
ble of this name, Horsebridge, may be the A.-S. ‘hurst,” a wood, rather

than the quadruped.

+ This however may be Suane’s combe, from Suane or Sweyn, an early

proprietor.
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<Many names of places are compounded of one or
other of the generic terms alluded to, with a specific
word derived from the vegetable kingdom, as:—

Oak. Oakley, Ockham, Ockwood.

Aec  (A.-S. for oak.) Acton, Acland, Ackworth.
Beech. Beechland, Coldbeche, Holbeche.
Buch  (A.-S. for beech.) Buckingham, Buxted.
Box. Boxhill, Boxley, Boxgrove.

Ash.  Ashley, Ashcombe, Ashburnham.

Elm. Elmingley, Elmgrove.

Thorn. Thornhill, Thornton, Thornham.

Willow. Willoughby, Willowshed.

Alder. Aldershaw, Alderton.

Pine. Pinehurst, Pinewell.

Birch. Bircham, Birchensty.

Hazel. Haselgrove, Haslewood, Hazelden.

" Holm. Holmwood, Holmbush, Holmstye.
Maple. Maplested, Maplesden, Mapledurham.
Heath. Heathfield, Heathcote, Hetherington.
Broom. Bromley, Bromfield, Bromsgrove.

"To enumerate the principal elements of names of
places would be little more than to repeat the topo-
graphical terms defined in the latter portion of the
foregoing chapter, the majority of which not only stand
as names of places (and, consequently, as we have seen,
as surnames), but are likewise used in composition with
other words. -To show in what a variety of connections
a single word of this class is found in the formation of
place-names, I subjoin a list of those in which sTonE is
a component syllable.

*StoNE, Stondon, Stonebeck, Stonegrave, Stoneham,
Stonehouse, Stoneleigh, Stonesby, Stonesfield, Stonham,
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Stonton. The Anglo-Saxon orthography is Sraw,
whence Stanage, Stanborough, Stancil, Stanbridge,
Standewick, Stanford, Stanground, Standish, Stanlake,
Stanfield, Stanhoe, Stanhope, Stanion, Stanley, Stanlow,
Stanmer, Stanmore, Stanney, Stanningfield, Stanning-
ton, Stansfield, Stansted, Stanthorne, Stanton, Stanway,
Stanwell, Stanwich, Stanwix. The old English pro-
nunciation was StaANE, whence Staines, Steyning,
Stainborough, Stainburn, Stainly, Staincliff, Staincross,
_ Staindross, Stainfield, Stainforth, Stainland, Stainley,
Stainmore, Stainton.*

Here are upwards of fifty parishes, or larger districts
(as hundreds, &c.), having stone in some one of its forms,
for their initial syllable; and the number might easily
be increased twentyfold, were all those places adduced
which have it in the middle or as a termination.



CHAPTER VI.

OF SURNAMES DERIVED FROM OCCUPATIONS AND PURSUITS.

“It is not to be doubted but their ancestors have first gotten them by
using trades, and the children of such parents being contented to take
them upon them, after-coming posterity could hardly avoid them.”—
VERSTEGAN.

3| FTER these locall names,” saith Master
\| Camden, “the most in number have
been derived from Occupations or Pro-
fessions ;”” for which reason I purpose
O/ W 2 Y| to make these the subject of my Sixth
Chapter. And as some perplexity might arise in mar-
shalling the various Surnames according to right rules
of precedence, I shall consider it no small advantage to
follow so skilful a herald as Mr. Clarencieux through-
out these pages.*
The practice of borrowing names from the various
avocations of life is of high antiquity. Thus the
Romans had among them many persons, and those too

* Since the above paragraph was written, I have been partly induced to
believe that the surnames derived from individual, fore, or, as they are
improperly called, Christian names, are more numerous than those which
form the topic of the present chapter. Be this as it may, I have not
thought it worth while to disarrange the method adopted in my previous
editions. M. de Gerville asserts that ‘Le Christianisme a introduit la
moiti¢ de nos noms de famille,’ but, ?
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of the highest rank, who bore such names as Figulus,
Pictor, Fabricius, Scribonius, Salinator, Agricola, &c.,
answering to the Potters, Paynters, &c. of our own
times. These names became hereditary, next in order
after the local names, about the eleventh and twelfth
centuries. Cocus, Dapifer, &c., we have already seen
were borne by men of high rank soon after the Con-
quest. There was, as Camden observes, no employ-
ment that did not give its designation to one, or to
many families. Aslocal names generally had the prefix
DE or AT, so these frequently had LE, as Stephen le
Spicer, Walter le Boucher, Jokn le Bakere, &c., in the
records of the twelfth and two subsequent centuries.*

Pre-eminent in this family of Surnames, and afford-
ing wellnigh matter enough for a separate dissertation,
stands Smith, unquestionably the commonest Surname
in use. Verstegan asks—

“From whence comes Sy, all be he Knight or Squire,
But from the Smith that forgeth at the fire 2’ «

—Dbut the antiquary should have been aware that the
radix of this term is the Anglo-Saxon ¢smitan,’ to
smite, and that it was therefore originally applied not

* [n the ¢Chronicon Monasterii de Bello’ is a list, drawn up about the
year 1080, of the inhabitants of the then recently-built town of Battel.
-Here the tradesmen are entered only with their baptismal names, and the
designations of their respective employments, as . . . ¢ Goduini coci’ . .
¢ Advardi purgatoris’ . . ¢ Rotberti molendinarii,’ . . ¢ Lamberti sutoris.’
These are mere descriptions—not surnames. In the course, however, of
100 or 150 years from that date, in the records of the same establishment,
we meet with Surnames borrowed from trades written with capital initial
letters, and either with the prefix ¢ Le,’ or without it, as in modern times,
as Le Plomer, Le Corduainer, Le Vanner (basket-maker); Sanator (phy-
sician), Pessoner (fishmonger), Teyntner (dyer), Botfoner (button-maker?),
and Panetier (a server of bread).
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merely to the Cyclopean fraternity, but also to wheel-
wrights, carpenters, masons, and smiters* in general.
It was in fact precisely among our ancestors what
‘faber’ was among the Romans—any smith, forger,
hammerer, maker, or mechanical workman. Otherwise
it would be difficult to account for the great frequency
of the name. "

The prevalency of this Surname, common alike to
country and to town, to the North, the South, the
East, the West, to peer and to plebeian, to the Old
World and the New, has given rise to a host of jokes
and witticisms, good, bad, and indifferent. Some of
these Smithiana, rescued from the ephemeral columns
of the newspaper, may not be undeserving of a place in
our more permanent page.

John Smith is, par excellence, the binominal designa-
tion most obnoxious to these sallies. Can any reader’s
knowledge of his species be so limited as that he can-
not immediately call to mind at least half a dozen
individuals bearing it? “We remember,” says the
editor of the Literary Gazette, “a bet laid and won,
that a John Smith had been condemned cither to death
or transportation at every Old Bailey session during
(we forget) two or three years I’ Smith, without some
rather unusual forename, is scarcely sufficient to identify
a person; and John being perhaps the commonest of
Christian names, John Smith may safely be pronounced
no name at all. What then shall we say of the coun-

* The word occurs in the Saxon Chronicle in a warlike sense:
¢ Angles and Saxons
came to land,
o’er the broad seas,
Britain sought ;
Mighty WAR-SMITHS
the Welsh o’ercame !”
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tryman who directed a letter, “ For Mr. John Smith
at London,—with spead!” A missive addressed to
Prester-John or the Man in the Moon would have been
almost as likely to arrive at its destination. “Might
your name be John Smith ¥’ asked an inquisitive New
Englander of a stranger. “Well, yes, it might,”” was the
reply, “but it aint by a long chalk !” ¢ Robson’s Com-
mercial Directory,” for 1839, comprises a catalogue of
no less than nine hundred and sixty-seven traders, in
London only, bearing this ubiquitous surname, consi-
derably more than one hundred of whom are Jokns !
It is clear therefore that the wag who got too late to a
crowded theatre, could not have adopted a better stra-
tagem for obtaining a seat than that of shouting at the
top of his voice, “ Mr. Smith’s house is on fire!” He
well knew that the audience would at once undergo a
discount of some three or four per cent. A late
number of the Bosforn Post states that ““in March last
there was to have been a great meeting of Smiths on
Boston Common, to ascertain what branch of the
family fell heir to a certain property in England—but
the meeting was adjourned, as the common was found
inadequate to the accommodation of the large number
of the name anxious to attend!” Perhaps the best
piece of humour relating to this name is that which
appeared some years since in the newspapers, under
the title of

““ THE SMITHS.

“ Some very learned disquisitions are just now going
on among the American journals touching the origin
and extraordinary extension of the family of the
Smiths.” Industrious explorers after derivatives and
nominal roots, they say, would find in the name of
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John Smith a world of mystery; and a philologist in
the Providence Journal, after having written some
thirty columns for the enlightenment of the public
thereanent, has thrown down his pen and declared the
subject exhaustless. From what has hitherto been
discovered, it appears that the great and formidable
family of the Smiths are the veritable descendants in a
direct line from Shem, the son of Noah, the father of
the Shemitish tribe, or the tribe of Shem: and it is
thus derived—Shem, Shemit, Shmit, Smith. Another
learned pundit, in the Philadelphia Gazette, contends
for the universality of the name John Smith—not only
in Great Britain and America, but among all kindreds
and nations on the face of the earth. Beginning with
the Hebrew, he says the Hebrews had no Christian
names, consequently they had no Johns, and in Hebrew
the name stood simply Shem or Shemit; but in the
other nations the John Smith is found at full, one and
indivisible. Thus: Latin, Johannes Smithius ; Italian,
Giovanni Smithi ; Spanish, Juan Smithas ; Dutch, Hans
Schmidt ; French, Jean Smeets; Greek, Ion Skmiton;
Russian, Jonloff Skmittowski; Polish, Ivan Schmitti-
weiski ; Chinese, Jahon Shimmit; Icelandic, Jahne
Smithson ; Welsh, Iihon Schmidd ; Tuscarora, Ton Qa
Smittia; Mexican, Jontli F’Smitli. And then, to
prove the antiquity of the name, the same savant ob-
serves that ‘among the cartouches, deciphered by
Rosselini, on the temple of Osiris, in Egypt, was found
the name of Pharaoh Smithosis, being the 9th in the
18th dynasty of the Theban kings. He was the founder
of the celebrated temple of Smithopolis Magna.” We
heartily congratulate the respectable multitude of the
Smiths on these profound researches : researches which
bid fair to explode the generally received opinion that
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the great family of the Smiths were the descendants of
mere horse-shoers and hammer-men !”

The following piece of banter, in the same style, is
from a newspaper paragraph of July, 1842: “ By a
chain of reasoning not less logical and conclusive than
that which enabled Horne Tooke to establish the ety-
mological deduction of the word gerkin from King
Jeremiah, Sir Edward Bulwer proves, in his beautiful
prose-poem of Zanoni,’ that the common surname of
Smith which I had hitherto supposed to have been pro-
fessionally derived from Tubal-Cain, or from the family
of the Fabricii, so celebrated in Roman history, owes
its origin, in point of fact, to the term ‘ Smintheus,’ a
title bestowed upon the Phrygian Apollo! Sir Edward,
following the scholiast upon Homer, assigns the name
to one of the god’s high priests: but Strabo assures us
that it was bestowed upon the deity himself, in conse-
quence of his having destroyed an immense number of
Spwla, or rats, with which the country was infested.”

SmiTH is probably of more frequent use as an alias
than any other name whatever. A couple of historical
instances may be cited. At the beginning of the
reign of Henry IV, the head of the great family of
Carrington, a partisan of Richard II, forsook his pa-
ternal estate, and became a Jokn Smith; and when the
quondam King of the French, Louis Philippe, abdicated
his throne and fled for his life, he assumed the alias of
Myr. William Smith !

Some of the most unusual, as well as others of the
most ordinary, Surnames, are compounds of Smith.
It is rather curious, that although the appellations of
the blacksmith and the whitesmith, both very common
avocations, do not occur as Surnames, that of Brown-
smith, an obsolete calling, does. The brownsmith of
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five centuries since must have been a person of some
consideration, when the far-famed &rown-bills of our
warlike ancestors struck terror into the hearts of their
enemies. Nasmyth is probably a corruption of ¢ nail-
smith.” The Spearsmiths and Shoesmiths were respec-
tively makers of spears and of horseshoes. Knyfesmyth,
a name occurring in some records of the county of
Derby, explains itself. Goldsmiths are numerous every-
where. . drrowsmith is not uncommon, but it must
not be confounded with Arsmith, meaning in Anglo-
Saxon, a brazier, from ‘ar,’ brass. Bucksmith is
doubtless a corruption of ¢bucklesmith.’

¢ Brydel bytters, blacke-smythes, and ferrars,
Bokell-smythes, horse leches and gold beters.”
Cocke Lorelle’s Bote.

In the north of England a sock means a plough-
share; hence °socksmith,” ludicrously corrupted to
Sucksmith and Siwsmiths! 1 may further remark that
Smith in Gaelic is Gow : hence M‘Gowan is Smithson.
The Gows were once as numerous in Scotland as the
Smiths in England, and would be so at this time had
not many of them, at a very recent date, translated
the name to Smith.

- But leaving the Smiths and their relatives, let us.
notice the long list of English Surnames derived from
other trades and professions. We have then the
Masons and Carpenters, the Bakers and Butchers, the
Braziers and Ironmongers, the Bu*lers and Taverners,
the Carters and Wagners* the Sadlers and Girdlers,
the Tylers and Slaters, the Cartwrights and Plow-
rights, the Wainwrights and Sievewrights, the Colemans
and Woodyers, the Bozers and Siveyers, the Taylors

* Thisis from the German : it is equivalent, however, to our ¢ waggoner.’
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and Drapers, the Plowmans and Thatchers* the Far-
mers and Shepherds, the Cappers and Shoewrights, the
Chapmanst and Grocers, the Cowpers or Coopers, the
Browkers or Brokers, the Cutlers and Irommongers,
the Wheelers and Millers, the Tanners and Glovers,
the Ozlads and Steermans, the Wrights and Joiners,
the Salters and Spicers, the Grinders and Boulters,
the Poets and Prophets, the Hedgers and Ditchers, the
Stayners and Gilders, the Moulders and Callenders,
the Miners and Mariners, the Spaders and Harrowers,
the Thrashers and Mowers, the Pursers and Banckers,
the Posts and Messengers, the Ensigns and Sargents,
the Beemans and Honeymans, the Pilots and Caulkers,
the Copperwrights and Staplers, the Drivers and
Drovers, the Milliners and Collarmakers, the Bellmans
and Paviours, the Trappers and Ginmans, the Lawyers
and Barristers, the Scholars and Preachers, the
Jugglers and Pralers, the Stonecutters and Day-
laborers, the Stalkers and Challengers, the Talkers
and Laughers, the Ashburners and Mustardmakers, the
Bards and Rhymers, the Gardeners and Tollers, the
Cardmakers and Bookers, the Armorers and Furbishers,
the Shipwrights and Goodwrights, the Marchants and
Brewers, the Pipers and Vidlers, the Horners and
Drummers, the Bellringers and Hornblowers, the Mar-
ketmans and Fairmans, the Cooks and Porters, the
Hosiers and Weavers, the Caterers and Cheesemans,
the Colliers and Sawyers, the Turners and Naylors,
(nail-makers,) the Potters and Potmans, the Hoopers

* Thacker, and the German Decker, and Dutch Dekker, have the same
meaning.

+ “Chapman was formerly a seller, a cheap-man, from ‘chepe,’ a
market, and it is still used in this sense legally, as when we say ‘ dealer
and chapman.’ "—Knight's Shakspere. §

5
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and Hookers, the Portmans and Ferrimans, the Poti-
carys and Farriers, the Sellers and Salemans, the Fire-
mans and Watermans, the Plummers and Glaisyers,
the Alemans and Barleymans, the Skinners and Woolers,
the Paynters and Dyers, the Mercers and Bucklers, the
Workmans and Pedlars, the Boardmans and Inmans,
the Chandlers and Pressmans, the Fiddlers and Players,
the Rhymers and Readers, the Oastlers and Tappers,
the Whiters and Blackers, the Grooms and Stellmans,
the Ropers and Corders, the Twiners and Stringers,
the Leadbeaters and Stonehewers, to which may be
added from the Nona Rolls—whether extinct or not I
cannot say, the Quarreours, the Swepers, the Water-
leders, the Lymberners and the Candlemakers. -

A very great number of words obsolete in our lan-
guage, or borrowed from other languages, and there-
fore unintelligible to all but philologists and antiqua-
ries, are retained in surnames, which thus furnish the
etymologist with many an agreeable reminiscence of
the pursuits and manners of our ancestors. Thus
- Sutor,* is the Latin, Old English, and Saxon (sutere)
for shoemaker; Latimer is a writer of Latin, or as
Camden has it ““an interpretour.”  Chaucer, like
Sutor, signifies a member of the gentle craft.- Leeck,
the Anglo-Saxon (lzce) for physician, is still partially
retained in some parts of the country in ““ cow-leech,”
a business usually connected with that of the farrier.
Henry the First, according to Robert of Gloucester,

€6

TAUilTev of a Tamprepe to ete,
But his Leches Him berbede, bor pt wag a feble mete.”

* The native of Lancashire and the lover of Scottish song will under-
stand the meaning of this term without my aid. " Soutar, Sowter, Shuter,
and Sufer are only variations of the same name. *
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Thwaytes, according to Verstegan, means a feller of
- wood, an etymology supported by the A.-S. verb
¢ thweotan,” to cut, exscindere. Barker is synonymous
with Tanner. In the dialogue between King Edward
the Fourth and the Tanner of Tamworth, in Percy’s
Reliques, we have the f