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Introduction 



A few years ago, voters in Nepal went to the polls. They expressed their choice by stamping a swastika next to the name of the candidate of their preference. Farmers in Tibet frequently place a swastika on their home doors, so that no evil can enter the place. A similar custom is followed by Irish farmers, where the swastika placed in their doors is called a Brigit's cross. Cuna Indians in Panama design their blouses with colorful [image: image245.jpg]


swastikas. Navajo medicine men use colored sand to draw swastikas on the floor while performing their curative rites. As a form of benediction Indian boys paint a swastika on their shaved heads. The swastika is, without a doubt, an ever present symbol. A modern author called it the "Symbol of the Century."

[image: image44.png]


I have seen swastikas in museums all around the world, from Zürich to New York and from Moscow to London and Mexico City. My photo on the left, standing on a frieze of sinistroverse meandroid swastikas, was taken at the entrance of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. During a trip to Japan in 1975, my friend Shigehisa Yoshino invited me to visit the Senso-ji Buddhist temple in Tokyo's Asakusa district. Its huge lanterns, made famous to Westerners through the prints of Hiroshige, show several swastikas. But you don't need to go as far as Japan to see swastikas. Many pieces in the collections at the Metropolitan Museum in New York show them. A close look at the Capitol building in Washington D.C. will reveal several friezes formed out of swastikas. It is difficult, in fact, to find an old book on art, mythology, or archaeology, without seen swastikas profusely represented.

[image: image45.png]


Scholarly research on the swastika in modern times, however, seems to be limited to two peak periods: the first around the beginning of the twentieth century; the second during the period of the emergency of Nazism in Germany. Though Hitler himself gives his version of why the swastika was adopted as a symbol of the Nazi movement, there are several other explanations as well. The Swastika and the Nazis [1] is an attempt to show the different theories without taking sides on which of them may the correct one. As it happens with many historical events most likely there is not a single explanation, and the correct answer is a combination of some of these theories.

 

[image: image46.png]


The analysis of symbols is currently one of the noteworthy interests in anthropology. Yet, one of the most important symbols of mankind is largely ignored. One explanation for that may be that the Nazi connotations brought up by he swastika are so strong that most researchers and scholars feel this infamous symbol either does not deserve to be studied at all or that any effort in that direction will only serve to arouse suspicions of Nazi sympathy on the part of its author. As an example of this I can point to the fact that, even though the swastika is an important symbol in Japan, the Kodansha Encyclopedia of Japan (1983 edition) shows no entry under the subject of the swastika.

[image: image47.png]


It seems as, after the Nazis appropriated the swastika and put it to their evil use, they contaminated this symbol forever. They have had the swastika hostage for more than 50 years. The swastika, most people believe, symbolizes Nazism and evil.

[image: image48.png]


But the swastika had a long life before Hitler and the Nazis. It has been for centuries a symbol of peace, laughter, joy and good luck. It is one of the oldest symbols of mankind. Its Nazi links are only a minor speck in its very long existence. It is a symbol that deserves a better treatment from history.

[image: image49.png]


Also, leaving the swastika in Nazi hands is the worst disservice we can do to the Indians of North, Central and South America. Moreover, it is a disservice to the peoples of Tibet, India and China. It is a disservice to the Basque, to the French, to the Greek, to the Swiss, to the Japanese and to the Irish. It is a disservice to the Ashanti of Africa and to the Tlingit of Alaska; to the Cuna in Panama and to the Navajo and the Hopi in the United States.

[image: image50.png]


In his book about Jewish Symbols in the Greco-Roman Period, Erwin Goodenough tells a revealing anecdote. Rabbi Silverman told him of the horror of his congregation at the [image: image246.jpg]


Emmanuel Synagogue in Hartford when it was discovered, after Hitler came to power in Germany, that in 1927 the vestibule of the synagogue had been paved with a mosaic floor in which the swastika was frequently represented. The entire mosaic was at once ripped out.

[image: image51.png]


It is easy to understand and sympathize with Rabbi Silverman's sentiment. But ripping off swastikas from buildings, purging art and history books from swastikas, or simply ignoring them, is neither a scientific, nor a rational way to deal with this subject. As graphic designer Henry Dreyfuss put it, "the fact that an ignominious fanatic placed a Swastika on his battle flag is insufficient reason for ignoring this symbol's historic significance." The Nazis and neoNazis have no registered copyrights on the use of the swastika. They stole this symbol from mankind and use it for their evil purposes. Allowing the Nazis an exclusive privilege for using this symbol is equivalent to an act of moral cowardice.

[image: image52.png]


The time is ripe to redeem this beautiful and enigmatic symbol, taking it from under Nazi control. We must bring it back to the illustrious place it deserves among other similar symbols in the long history of mankind.

 

The Swastika and the Nazis
The most widely accepted explanation of how Adolf Hitler adopted the swastika as a symbol of the Nazi movement is found in his Mein Kampf. The connction, he claimed, came through Dr. Friedrich Krohn, a dentist, and member of the Nazi party. But, like many things related to Hitler and the Nazis, there are other explanations. This study is an attempt to bring some light to other not so well known connections. These connections are not presented in order or importance, nor are they exhaustive. I plan to keep adding new connections to the list.

 

Servando González.

Havana, Zürich, New York, San Francisco, New Orleans, Hot Springs, Oakland, 1973-1998.
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1. The Swastika and the Nazis is just a small part of a larger work, The Riddle of the Swastika. A Study in Symbolism. $34.95 (For the Macintosh).

The Riddle of the Swastika: A Study in Symbolism, is by far the most comprehensive study on this widely misunderstood subject.


Main Chapter Content:

-- Morphology of the Swastika
-- The Swastika in the Physical World
-- Symbolism of the Swastika
-- Origin and Distribution
-- Different Names of the Swastika
-- The Swastika and the Nazis
-- Semiotics and Communication Theory


More than 700 illustrations. Three different bibliographies with more than 450 items each. All information cross-referenced by sophisticated hypertext linking.

Macintosh SE or newer, with 4 MB RAM, hard drive with 5 MB of free space. System 6.0.8 or higher. Requires HyperCard Player.

If you want to obtain a copy, send cash, money order or check for $34.95 to:

 

Servando González

Box 9555
Oakland, CA 94613.

Price includes first class mail. Allow at least four weeks for delivery.
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The Krohn Connection
 

By the summer of 1920 the[image: image247.png]


 swastika was commonly used in Germany as the official symbol of the Nazi (short for Hitler's Nazional- socialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP) [National Socialist German Workers' Party]) party. Twenty five years later it became a symbol of shame and defeat for Germany. After its adoption by the Nazis, few other symbols in the history of mankind have become so widely associated with evil.

[image: image55.png]


Most authors agree that it was Hitler himself who chose the swastika as a symbol of his Nazi movement. There is no agreement, however, about who influenced him into making such decision.

[image: image56.png]


In Mein Kampf, Adolf Hitler claimed that the form in which the Nazis used the swastika [1] was based on a design by Dr. Friedrich Krohn, a dentist who had belonged to several Völkisch [2] groups, including the Germanen Order. [3]

[image: image57.png]


Krohn, a dentist from Starnberg, submitted his design of a flag which had been used at the founding meeting of his own party local: a swastika against a black-white-red background. The swastika, for long time a symbol of the Teutonic Knights, had been in use by Lanz von Liebenfels, [4] the Thule Society [5] and a number of Freikorps units.

[image: image58.png]


Hitler gives his own account: "Actually, a dentist from[image: image248.png]


 Starnberg did deliver a design that was not bad after all, and, incidentally, was quite close to my own, having only the one fault that a swastika with curved legs was composed into a white disk." [6]

[image: image59.png]


Krohn knew that the Buddhist destroverse or clockwise swastika symbolized good fortune and well being, and made his design accordingly, with the swastika's legs pointing to the left. [7]

[image: image60.png]


The majority of the Nazi leaders accepted Krohn's design, but Hitler insisted on a sinistroverse or anti-clockwise one and changed the design accordingly, similar to the one on the right. [8]

[image: image61.jpg]
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The Haushofer Connection
Notwithstanding Adolf Hitler's claims on the contrary, some authors believe that it was Karl Haushofer, whom they see as Hitler's guiding brain, the one who suggested the Führer the adoption of the swastika as the Nazi symbol. This is, i. e., the opinion of Pauwels and Bergier. [1]

[image: image63.png]


Karl Haushofer [image: image249.png]


was born in Bavaria in 1869. He chose a career as a professional soldier, and his intellectual gifts and meticulous attention to detail quickly allowed him to get an appointment to the Staff Corps.

[image: image64.png]


Haushofer is known to have had a reputation for precognition, manifested when he was a young field artillery officer in the Bavarian army. In 1908 the army sent him to Tokyo to study the Japanese army and to advise it as an artillery instructor. The assignment changed the course of his life and marked the beginning of his love affair with the Orient. During the next four years he traveled extensively in the Far East, adding Korean, Japanese, and Chinese to his repertoire of Russian, French, and English languages.

[image: image65.png]


During his multiple visits to Japan, Haushofer made the acquaintance of many influential Japanese politicians and developed a strong rapport for the Japanese culture which helped in some way to create the German-Japanese alliance during the war.

[image: image66.png]


Karl Haushofer had been a devout student of Schopenhauer, and during his stay in the Far East he was introduced to Oriental esoteric teachings. He became proficient enough to translate several Hindu and Buddhist texts, and became an authority in Oriental mysticism. Some authors even believe that he was the leader of a secret community of Initiates in a current of satanism through which he sought to raise Germany to world power, though these occult connections have been denied.

[image: image67.png]


It is also believed that he belonged to the esoteric circle of George Gurdjieff. [2] Others claim that he was a secret member of the Thule Society. Some authors have linked Haushofer's name with another esoteric group, the Vril Society, [3] or Luminous Lodge, a secret society of occultists in pre-Nazi Berlin.

[image: image68.png]


It was not until the age of forty-five that he obtained his doctorate with a brilliant thesis on Political Geography. He continued developing the ideas expressed on his dissertation, until developing a whole new doctrine he called geopolitics. [4]

[image: image69.png]


Among Haushofer's students at Munich university was [image: image250.png]


a young, bright army officer: Rudolf Hess. Soon Hess became Haushofer's favorite student. Later Hess also became one of the closest associates of Hitler. He was serving time with Hitler at Lansdberg. It is a well known fact that it was Rudolf Hess who introduced Haushofer to Adolf Hitler, and also that the professor frequently visited the Führer while he was writing Mein Kampf in Landsberg Fortress prison after his failed Munich putsch in 1923.

[image: image70.png]


After Hitler came to power in 1933, Professor Haushofer was instrumental in developing Germany's alliance with Japan. Most of the meetings between high rank Japanese officials and Nazi leaders took place at his home near Munich. He saw Japan as the brother nation to Germany, the Herrenwolk of the Orient.

[image: image71.png]


Before the war Professor Haushofer and his son Albrecht maintained close contacts with British members of the Golden Dawn. [5] When war between Germany and England broke out Haushofer tried to use his influence with Hess in trying to convince Hitler to make peace with the British.

[image: image72.png]


In the Spring of 1941, after having failed to convince Hitler, Haushofer urged Hess to make a direct contact with the Duke of Hamilton, a Scottish member of the Golden Dawn. On may 10, 1941, Hess took off for Scot-land. Whether Hitler knew his plans or not is still subject of debate among historians.

[image: image73.png]


The British government, however, didn' t even want to hear Hess' peace propositions and put him in jail incommunicado. After Hess' failure the Nazis denounced him as mentally disturbed.

[image: image74.png]


Karl and Albrecht Haushofer fell from grace. Albrecht became involved in a failed coup d'etat against Hitler on July 20, 1941. Karl Haushofer was sent to the infamous Dachau concentration camp, and Albrecht to the Moabite prison in Berlin, where was later executed.

[image: image75.png]


Some authors claim that, while in Japan, Haushofer was active in the ultra-secret Green Dragon Society, whose members were under oath to commit ritual suicide if faced with dishonor. After the war Haushofer was among the Nazi members to be put to trial before the Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunal. But Professor Haushofer never went to trial. After killing his wife, Karl Haushofer committed suicide in the traditional Japanese way, cutting his intestines with a sharp samurai short sword, in a personal, formal ceremony called seppuku (commonly known as hara-kiri).

  



NOTES:
1. The Morning of the Magicians . New York: Avon Books, 1971, 280.

 

2. George Ivanovitch Gurdjieff was born in 1872 in the Caucasus region of Russia, of Greek, Armenian, and Russian ancestry. He claimed to have met members of a Hidden Brotherhood while traveling in Asia, and they initiated him in the occult tradition. After returning to Moscow Gurdjieff started an esoteric school where disciples were supposed to be taught how to reach higher levels of conscience through meditation exercises. After the school's success he opened a similar one in Paris.

[image: image76.png]


Gurdjieff has always been an enigmatic figure. Some speculate that he may have been sent by the Russian authorities to Tibet as a spy. Others affirm that while in Tibet he was actually the man known as Dorjieff, the preceptor of the Dalai Lama.

[image: image77.png]


According to some sources, it was in Tibet where Haushofer met Gurdjieff and became one of his adepts. On the other hand, it is evident that Gurdjieff never held the Nazis in high esteem. While visiting Berlin during the height of Nazi power he and a small group of disciples were watching a street parade, which he begin to satirize loudly. Somebody called the police and he was about to be hauled to prison, but was eventually dismissed as a madman.

[image: image78.png]


On the other hand, it seems that Haushofer was somehow influenced by Gurdjieff's teachings, which held that men are sleep, just waiting for a strong leader to force them to awake and become supermen. Gurdjieff also believed in the legend of the Masters of Wisdom, superhuman intelligences who keep a careful watch over the destiny of mankind and intervene whenever human affairs get out of hand. Even more, he believed that he himself was in direct communication with a source of higher energy from which, through him, his disciples could draw.

 

3. The Vril Society, or Luminous Lodge, was a secret community of occultists in pre-Nazi Berlin. The Berlin Vril Society was in fact a sort of inner circle of the Thule Society, it was also in close contact with an English group known as the Golden Dawn.

[image: image79.png]


The Vril Society in Berlin apparently sought connection with supernatural beings in the entrails of the earth, and its members practiced the techniques which would eventually strengthen their mastery of the divine energy, the Vril, empowering them to master people and events.

[image: image80.png]


The term "Vril" came to the attention of the Western world through the writings of a not well known French author, Louis Jacolliot (1837-1890).

[image: image81.png]


Jacolliot was an avid reader of occult literature, and was familiar with the work of Swedenborg, of the theosophist Jacob Böhme and of Louis Claude de Saint Martin. In the course of his professional career Jacolliot had been president of the tribunal at Chandernagor, India, and afterwards French consul in Calcutta.

[image: image82.png]


The works of Jacolliot have inspired several writers and occultists, among them Rudyard Kipling and H. P. Blavatsky. Among Jacolliot's many books are: La Bible dans l'Inde ou la Vie de Iezeus Christna (1859); Les Fils de Dieu (1873); Christna et le Christ (1874); Les Traditions indo-européennes (1876); La Genèse de l'humanité (1879); and L'Olympe brahmanique (1881).

[image: image83.png]


The main theme in his books is that modern civilizations were originated from a single, primordial nucleus, which was the same for India, western Asia, and Europe. The Semitic and indo-European races were not different at the beginning, but the Semitic races degenerated in the process, while the Aryans remained pure. A code of law rules civilized people, the Code of Manu, name of the divine ruler in India, while in Egypt he was called Menes, Mosses among the Hebrews, and Minos in Crete.

[image: image84.png]


According to Jacolliot, Jesus Christ is but a recent reconstruction of an old indo-aryan tradition, that of Iezeus-Christna. Jesus of Nazareth is only a different characterization of the same personage.

[image: image85.png]


North of Europe a magic civilization has existed for millennia and its name is Thule. The superior beings of Thule live in huge caverns in the entrails of the earth. They possess an extraordinary source of magic energy: the Vril. The theme of the Vril is exalted in most of Jacolliot's writings. Vril is an energy latent in man, but he utilizes only a fraction of it. It is the source of divinity, the source of the coming superman. He who discovers it and masters its use acquires great powers. He can become a master of men.

[image: image86.png]


In many of his works, particularly in Les Fils de Dieu , and in Les Traditions indo-européenes , Jacolliot affirms that he discovered the existence of Vril among an Indian sect: the Jains, still active in the regions of Mysore and Gujerat, and counting millions of adepts.

[image: image87.png]


The discovery of Vril by Jacolliot created extraordinary interest among European intellectuals, avid of knowledge about traditional oriental wisdom. Inspired by his writings a group of Rosicrucians from Berlin founded, by the end of the 19th century, the Vril Society to divulge the writings of the French master. Jacolliot's ideas were introduced in England by S. L. Matthews at the Golden Dawn Society, of which he was the Great Master.

[image: image88.png]


With the passage of time, apparently the term Vril fell in disuse. Interest on Vril was renewed after it was used again in a novel with occult and prophetic overtones, The Coming Race , written by the Baron Edward Bulwer-Lytton.

[image: image89.png]


Bulwer-Lytton was an English writer and occultist better known as the author of the best seller The Last Days of Pompeii. In The Coming Race he describes the existence of a superhuman race of beings living in huge caves in the entrails of the earth. These beings had developed a strong energy source of psychic energy --the Vril-- which make them equal to gods. Their plans are, one day, to take control of the earth and, using his energy, bring about a mutation of the now dormant human elite, subjugating afterwards the rest of the low-grade human beings.

[image: image90.png]


Like Gurdjieff, Baron Bulwer-Lytton believed that he was a storer of Vril. He practiced ceremonial magic and Madame H. P. Blavatsky affirmed he was a Theosophist.

[image: image91.png]


According to Bulwer-Lytton, Vril was a sort of great fluid, resembling electricity, with which all of life was pervaded. His "Vril people" accumulated it through yoga-like mental and physical exercises. The adepts of the Vril Society and the Thule Society shared the belief that it was possible to get in touch with the Vril, a belief which they inculcated in Adolph Hitler. It was precisely to get in touch with the spiritual "power-plant" of Vril that the Führer created the Ahnenerbe.

[image: image92.png]


The Society for the Study of Ancestral Heritages, the Ahnenerbe, was an organization founded in 1935 privately by Frederick Hielscher, a mystic and friend of the Swedish explorer Sven Hedin, and Wolfram Siever's spiritual teacher.

[image: image93.png]



SS soldiers receiving a crash course on the meaning of the Germanic runes and other "Aryan symbols". The Ahnenerbe was the SS branch in charge of the research on ancient symbols and other esoteric subjects.

 

[image: image94.png]


Frederick Hielscher was never a member of the Nazi party, and was in friendly terms with Martin Buber, the Jewish philosopher. But his theories had some aspects in common with the esoteric doctrines of the Nazi leaders. Two years after Hielscher privately founded the Ahnenerbe, Himmler turned it into an official organization, attached to the SS.

[image: image95.png]


Finally, in January 1939, the Ahnenerbe was incorporated into the SS as one of its branches, and its leaders absorbed into Himmler's personal staff. At that time it had fifty branches under the direction of Professor Wurst, an expert on ancient sacred texts who had taught Sanskrit at Munich University. The mission assigned to the Ahnenerbe was to locate the origins of the "Nordic" race which, according to Nazi lore, was of Aryan stock.

[image: image96.png]


But the Ahnenerbe's multiple branches dealt with a more broad spectrum of activities. These activities ranged from strictly "scientific" research --like vivisection practiced on prisoners-- to espionage, as well as the study and practice of occultism.
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According to the scant information available about the Ahnenerbe --its huge archives mysteriously disappeared after the war-- it seems that Germany spent more money and devoted more resources on the Ahnenerbe than America did on the atomic bomb. More than fifty departments in this branch of the SS succeeded in spending over a million marks on such "scientific" research.
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Among the many researches tackled by the Ahnenerbe at enormous cost were:

Gathering information about the strength of the Rosicrucian organization.

Researching about the possible consequences of the suppression of the Irish harp in Ulster.

The occult significance of Gothic towers and of the Etonian top-hat.

Scientific examination of "Aryan" horses and "Aryan" bees, whose honey had special properties.

Study of the Germanic runes and other "Aryan" symbols, among them the swastika.

Thorough search for the Grail.

 

[image: image99.png]


The Ahnenerbe also had archaeologists digging up all of Europe for remains of Germanic cultures. When the German army invaded the Caucasus in the Spring of 1942, a strange ceremony took place. Three SS mountaineers climbed to the summit of Mount Elbruz, he sacred mountain of the Aryan race, and planted a swastika flag.
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The Ahnenerbe organized several expeditions to Tibet. Their purpose was to locate the origins of the "Nordic" race which was, according to the Nazi theoreticians, of Indo-Germanic stock. But the main goal of these expeditions was to get in touch with the spiritual "power-plant" producer of Vril.

 

4. The nucleus of Haushofer's doctrines was a term originated in his first lecture at Munich university: Lebensraum (vital space). Later on he was appointed professor of geopolitics at that University.
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Haushofer theories became extremely popular in Germany and all around the world. Even American scholars were influenced by his ideas. As Hans W. Weighert put it in an article published in Foreign Affairs in July, 1942: ". . . the highest eulogy a political writer could earn was to be called 'the American Haushofer' . . . colleges all over the country hurried to organize 'Institute of Geopolitics.' "
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Haushofer disguised racial mysticism in a veil of geography and science, providing Germans with a powerful reason to return to those areas in the hinterland of Asia where the Aryan race supposedly originated. His appeal for Lebensraum for the German people and his plans to achieve it were no more than a justification for international pillage on a grand scale, virtually a blueprint to world conquest.
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Haushofer became an important personage among the Nazi elite. He was made president of the German Academy and finally became director of the highly respected Institut für Geopolitik of the University of Munich. His eldest son, Albrecht, was also a geopolitician, and occupied the Chair of Political Geography at the University of Berlin.
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Haushofer advised Hitler to enlarge the living space of the Third Reich by moving out from a powerful territorial hub and by accomplishing this conquest progressively, step by step, following the accelerating movement of a growing spiraling sinistroverse swastika.



 

 

5. The Hermetic Society of the Golden Dawn was formed in England in 1887 by three members of the Rosicrucian Society. It was basically a society of occultists devoted to the study of magic.

[image: image105.png]


Among its early members were the poet W. B. Yeats, the actress Florence Farr, the writer Arthur Machen, and the notorious Aleister Crowley, who in 1905 broke away to found his own Order, the Argenteum Astrum.
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The Golden Dawn was also popular among members of the British aristocracy. Among its affiliates were the Duke of Bedford, the Duke of Hamilton, and Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick.

 



The Rosicrucians claim an ancient origin from Egypt and the Mystery religions. Their rise, however, can be traced only to the 17th century with the publication in 1614 of an anonymous document entitled, Fama Fraternitas Rosae-Crucis. This document claimed that Christian Rosenkreutz, a German born in 1378, was the founder of Rosicrucianism.
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The term Rosicrucian is supposed to be derived from the Latin 'rosa' (rose) and 'crux' (cross). These two symbols of the Order, however, are not to be confused with similar Christian symbols and meanings. Even more, it seems that, at least in some cases, the swastika, not the cross, has been actually linked to the rose.
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In the monastery of Loudum, founded n 1334, several Carmelite brothers left their names engraved in a staircase, which has for this reason been named the staircase of the graffiti. Among the names of these brethren is that of a Brother Guyot, who added to his signature a rose overlaid by a sinistroverse swastika.
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(See Louis Charbonnay-Lassay. L'Esoterisme de quelques symboles géométriques chrétiens. Paris: Editions traditionnelles, 1960).
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The Lambach Connection
 

Though the Krohn and Haushofer connections are the most widely accepted theories, other authors [1] believe that Hitler's first contact with the swastika began a long time before, while he was a young student with the Benedictins at the Abbey of Lambach-am-Traum, in upper Austria. [2] At Lambach Hitler saw the swastika engraved on the four corners of the monastery, where it had been sculpted several years before following orders of the abbot, Theodorich Hagen.
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A most erudite ecclesiastic, Father Hagen had a fair knowledge of astrology and of the occult sciences. He was also an specialist on the Apocalypse of Saint John.
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In 1856 Father Hagen [image: image251.png]


made a long trip to the Near East visiting, among other places, Persia, Arabia, Turkey, and the Caucasus. Upon his return to Lambach in 1868 he immediately hired workers and cabinet makers, whom he ordered to sculpt the swastika (on stone and wood) on the four corners of the building, and even on some religious objects. [3] One of the swastikas at Lambach is depicted on the illustration on the left.
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When young Adolf Hitler became a student at Lambach Father Hagen had already died, but the swastikas he ordered to carve were still there.
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While Hitler was a student at the abbey, an enigmatic Cistercian monk named Adolf Joseph Lanz [4] made a stay at Lambach. He stayed for several weeks, shut up in the monastery, thoroughly researching and studying Father Hagen's personal papers. The monks affirm that during his mysterious research he evidenced the signs of great agitation, like of a person who had made a great discovery.
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After his visit to Abbey, Lanz returned to Vienna, where the following year (1900) he founded the Order of the New Templars. [5]

  



 

NOTES:
1. See, for example, Jean Claude Frére, Nazisme et sociétés secrétes . Paris: Grasset, 1974, 142-143.

 

2. August Kubizek, Hitler's friend in Vienna, claims that there were only two books that Hitler studied carefully and used to talk about repeatedly: one of them was a volume on archaeology of German tribes exhibiting a sketch of a swastika which impressed him.
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A few years later, as a youth in Vienna, he promised himself that one day he would write a great political work, and even designed the cover for it. It showed his name adorned with a swastika. (See Robert G. L. Waite, The Psychopathic God. Adolf Hitler . New York: Signer Books, 1977, 15, 70.)

 

3. Some authors have suggested that Father Hagen's interest in the swastika was only motivated by the likeness between his name and the name of the swastika in German: Hakenkreuz. Given his expertise in the occult and the Orient, however, one must assume that he knew in depth about the swastika and its symbolism. 

 

4. Adolf Joseph Lanz von Liebenfels was an early user of the swastika as a symbol of racial, Völkish superiority. It is recorded that in 1907 he hoisted a flag with a swastika above the New Templars Order's temple at Burg Werfenstein in Lower Austria. At that time Adolph Hitler was only 18 years old.

5. Occult sect founded in 1907 by Dr. Jörg Lanz von Liebenfels, for which he wrote a series of "ritualistic readings."
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The New Templars Order's first temple was built in 1907 at Burg Werfernstein, a romantic ruin high above the River Danube. Other temples were subsequently founded at Marienkamp, near Ulm, and at Rügen on the Baltic coast.
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The Order of the New Templars was a manifestation of the lunatic fringe sector of the pre-Nazi Pan German movement. It was the culmination of Lanz's activities as a racial publicist and occultist.
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The Hess Connection
 

Rudolph Hess was born in Egypt in 1896, the son of a rich exporter and wholesaler from Bavaria who moved to Alexandria. When Rudolf was fourteen he was sent back to Germany to attend school.
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Like Adolf Hitler, Hess always felt strongly attracted by the occult. He volunteered for the army as soon as World War I began, and soon was placed as officer in an infantry regiment. During the war Hess was wounded twice. When the war ended he went to Munich and joined the Thule Society. He was only 22.
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Hess was one of the hundreds of war veterans recruited in Munich by Baron von Sebottendorf [1] to join the Freikorps. Hess joined the Freikorps and became an expert street fighter helping them in getting the leftist revolutionaries out of Munich.
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Later Hess joined the German Workers Party. It was[image: image252.png]


 in one of its meetings where he saw Adolf Hitler for the first time and was instantly captivated by Hitler's charismatic powers. When the would-be Führer ended his inflammatory speech Hess was already one of Hitler's followers.
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A few months later Hess became Hitler's personal secretary. With Hitler he participated in the frustrated Munich Beer Hall putsch of 1923. He escaped to Austria, but when Hitler was sent to prison he gave himself up to the authorities in order to join the Führer at Landsberg. Some people believe that Hess was instrumental in Hitler's decision of adopting the swastika as the Nazi symbol.
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Sharing the prison tied even more the homoerotic bond between the two men. Hess helped Hitler in writing Mein Kampf. It was there when he told Hitler about his professor, the geopolitician Karl Haushofer. He introduced Hitler to Haushofer and the professor became a frequent visitor to Hitler's cell at Landberg.
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When the Nazis took power over Germany and Hitler became the Führer of he Third Reich, Hess fortune seemed linked forever to Hitler's. The Führer himself named Hess his heir-apparent. On May 10, 1941, however, a strange incident occurred. Apparently following Haushofer's suggestion, Rudolf Hess astonished the world by flying alone from Germany to Scotland and parachuting near the state of the Duke of Hamilton to contact some British members of the Golden Dawn and deliver a peace proposition.

[image: image128.png]


But the British government paid no attention to Hess' message and put him in jail for the rest of his life.

  

NOTES:
1. The Thule Gesellschaft was founded in 1919 by Baron von Sebottendorf. Born in Saxony in 1875, he was the son of a Silesian locomotive conductor. His true name was Adam Rudolf Glauber. He adopted in 1911 the name Baron von Sebottendorf after the death of the later.
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Just before World War I he made several trips to the Near East. During the Balkan War of 1912-1913, he directed the Turkish Red Crescent and was named a Master of the Order of the RoseGarland (Rosenkranz). Expelled from Germany as an undesirable alien (he had been a Turkish citizen since 1911), he returned to Turkey in 1924. From 1929 to 1931 he roamed through Mexico and the United States.
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By 1919 he founded the Thule Society and elevated himself to the rank of Grand Master. He exerted considerable influence in high German circles.
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Inspired by Madame Blavatsky, he brought to life the age-old myth of Atlantis, calling it Thule. Occultists believe that that Thule, like Atlantis, was the center of a vanished civilization whose members had magic powers.
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It is believed that Sebottendorf has drowned in 1945.
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The Freikorps/
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Ehrhard Brigade Connection
 

Some other authors [1] believe that the adoption of the swastika by Hitler is linked to its use by the Freikorps and the Ehrhardt Brigade.
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The German Freikorps (Free Corps) was the quasi-military force that replaced the banned German Army after World War I. It was a sort of "murderers army;" much like the one which later the German army was to consist. It was an heterogeneous troop, composed by remnants of disbanded regiments, unemployed soldiers, and youngsters eager for adventure.
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The pretext for the forming of the Freikorps was the eruption of communistic revolts in several parts of Germany. It is believed that among the Freikorps fighters there was a small secret cell of members of the Thule Society.
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The first of this rebellions occurred in Berlin in 1919, where German Communists tried to follow the Russian example.
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The Freikorps arrives in Berlin in improvised troop transports, like this truck marked with a swastika. See that, contrary to the one adopted by Hitler as a Nazi symbol, the one depicted is a destroverse swastika standing flat on one of its sides. 
(See, Frederic V. Grunfeld. The Hitler File. New York: Random House, 1974, 32-33).
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The Freikorps fought the rebels in Berlin, and after that in Lithuania and Latvia against the Bolsheviks.
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Many decades before it was used by the Nazis, German nationalistic organizations in Austria bore the swastika as their symbol. The swastika had been an official emblem in Finland and Estonia. It is probable that the German Freikorps, who in 1918-19 fought the Bolsheviks in the Baltic countries, saw it and brought it back to Germany as a symbol of Aryan nationalism.
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A brigade of the Freikorps, called the Ehrhardt Brigade, was led by former captain Ehrhardt. It was him who in 1920 chased the Reich government out of Berlin, until a general strike put down the military putsch. When the Ehrhardt Brigade marched into Berlin, its soldiers sported on their steel helmets a symbol they had brought from the battles in the Baltic. As they swung along, the Ehrhardt soldiers sang their marching song:
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Swastika on helmets,
Colors red-white-black,
The Ehrhardt Brigade,
Is marching to attack!
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After their defeat in Berlin, however, the Brigade was broken up. Many of its officers fled to Munich, and enrolled in Hitler's S. A., of which they formed the central nucleus. Some author affirm that it was they who brought the swastika to the Nazis.
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The swastika used by the Ehrhardt Brigade was originally a spider-like design, with thin lines; but the printer who made up the Nazi leaflets and posters used heavy bars for better visibility. This new design, some authors claim, eventually became the official emblem of the Nazis. This version of how the swastika became a Nazi symbol, however, has been denied by Hitler himself in the account he gave in Mein Kampf.
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Even more, it is interesting to notice that he Ehrhardt Brigade sported the swastika both in its destroverse and sinistroverse forms, while the Nazi one, following Hitler's specific instructions, appeared only in the sinistroverse form.

  

NOTES:
1. This is, for example, the opinion of Konrad Heiden, Der Fuehrer . Boston: Beacon Press, 1969, who sees it as a historical accident that "gave Hitler one of his mightiest magic weapons. It was a lucky find." (p. 143) The available evidence, however, shows that the adoption of the swastika by Hitler was anything but accidental.
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The Chamberlain Connection
 

Another possible link between the swastika and the Nazis may be through Houston Stewart Chamberlain, one of the prophets of the coming race of Aryan [1] supermen which, as he admitted , might not exist, but which should exist in the future.
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Some authors claim that, early in his political career, Adolph Hitler came under the philosophical influence of Houston Stewart Chamberlain, whom the Führer met on several occasions in 1923. It is interesting to note that Chamberlain, like Hitler, was not a German by birth, and like the Führer was both an anti-Semitic and a chauvinist.
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Born in 1855, Chamberlain was the son of an English Admiral and the nephew of Field Marshal Sir Neville Chamberlain. He was brought up by some relatives in Paris, where we went to school under the private tuition of a Prussian tutor. Chamberlain's lively and eager mind quickly absorbed the glories of militarist Prussia and studied in detail the works of the great German poets and philosophers like Goethe, Fichte, Hegel, Nietsche, and Richard Wagner.
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Chamberlain first met Wagner in 1882, when the composer journeyed from Geneva to Bayreuth to attend a music festival. Wagner immediately became a main influence in Chamberlain's life, and he decided to move to Germany to study its history, literature, philosophy and music.
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When he was 27, Chamberlain moved to Germany and settled in Dresden. Very soon he was more German than he Germans themselves, literally adopting their nationality, language, and even their mind and soul. In 1899 he published his most important work, The Foundations of the Nineteenth Century , in which he synthesized the opposing ideas of Wagner and Nietsche. The book exploded like a bomb on German nationalist circles, and Chamberlain became an instant celebrity in Germany.
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The Foundations of the Nineteenth Century became Adolf Hitler's bedside book. Some time later Chamberlain become Wagner's son-in law.
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In his book Chamberlain challenged the idea that a noble race needed to decline and decay pushed by the inferior races, as in the tragedy portrayed in Wagner's Twilight of the Gods. Developing Wagner's thinking he incorporated Nietsche's belief that a race of supermen could be bred. Chamberlain's book soon became the new Bible for the Pan-Germanic movement in search for a "German Master Race."
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Houston Stewart Chamberlain was the main mentor of Alfred Rosenberg, whose Myth of the 20th Century was the sequel to Chamberlain's work.

  

NOTES:
1. Shortly before the downfall of the Indus valley cities of Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, India was invaded by seminomadic tribes who were destined to be the founders of a more enduring civilization. These tribes were the so-called Aryans.
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"Aryan" was in fact the name by which these invaders identified themselves. The theory, however, of a distinctive Aryan race, expounded from time to time by various propagandists, is no longer accepted as an accurate one. In current usage the term "Aryan" is properly applied only to a family of related languages (the Indo-European group).
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The Rosenberg Connection
 

Another among the many people who may have influenced Adolf Hitler's in the selection of the swastika as a Nazi symbol was Alfred Rosenberg, the "intellectual leader" of the Nazi movement.
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Born the[image: image255.png]


 son of a poor shoemaker, Alfred Rosenberg's key to his rise to fame among the Nazi leadership was the possession of a manuscript he smuggled from Moscow, The Protocols of the Wise Men of Zion . [1] Some claim that he presented the manuscript to Hitler, who saw in it a blueprint to total power.
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Rosenberg told a strange story about how the manuscript came to his hands. It is probably that he quickly discovered that it was a forged document. Nevertheless, he also knew that he had in his hands a valuable document, full of racial and political dynamite, which, if used to his advantage, may become the key to his personal success.
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Despite his Jewish origins, Rosenberg gained access to the Thule Society by showing the Protocols to Rudolf Hess and to Dietrich Eckart, who became wildly excited on reading it. Very soon the Protocols viewed its first German edition. German intellectuals were impressed. Edition followed edition. The book was given away at no cost and widely distributed. French, Polish, and British editions appeared. Then it was published also in America, in Italy, and in Hungary.
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After the creation of the Nazi Party, Eckart introduced Rosenberg to Adolf Hitler, and the young Jewish-German emigré from Russia became an active Party member. In 1930 Rosenberg reached a high point in his career as a Nazi ideologue with the publication of his most important work, The Myth of the 20th Century . According to a review of that time, it was, "with Hitler's Mein Kampf , the most important work on National Socialism. The book eventually became a best seller, and sold more than one million copies.
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During the World War II, Rosenberg led an art-looting staff which carried off to Germany more than 21,000 carloads of stolen paintings, rare books, sculptures, and jewelry. Much of this loot found its way into the private collections of Reichmarshall Herman Göering.
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Anxious to be in Hitler's good graces, some Nazi leaders, Rosenberg prominently among them, repudiated Christianity completely. Instead, they wanted to set up a pagan cult of "blood, race, and soil." They would go back to the dark ritual of dramatic rites of their ancestors.
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The New Pagans resurrected Odin, Thor, and the old gods of primitive Teutons before Christ's time. Instead of the Old Testament they adopted Nordic sagas and fairy tales. They set up a new trinity for worship---bravery , loyalty , and physical force .
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They even created a hymn for the new German Faith Movement:

The time of the Cross has gone now,
The Sun-wheel shall arise,
And so, with God, we shall be free at last
And give our people their honor back.
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	The swastika as a solar wheel is prominently displayed in Paris under the Nazi occupation, Summer of 1940.
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Though Hitler did not openly supported the new paganism, he was not opposed to its ideas. In 1937, he awarded the National Prize, Germany's version of the Nobel Prize, to Alfred Rosenberg, maximum foe of Christianity and leader of the Neo-Pagans. Rosenberg, the Jew turned into Nazi philosopher, wanted a return to the old Teutonic religion of fire, sword, and swastika.

NOTES:
1. The Protocols of the Wise Men of Zion purported to be a record of the proceedings of the Jewish World Congress held in Basel in 1897, at which, it was affirmed, plans were laid towards total world domination by an international Jewish conspiracy.

[image: image170.png]


The Protocols , however, proved to be a hoax. They were the appendix of a work called The Anti-Christ, written by Nilus, a degenerate Russian writer and the protegé of Soloviev, the Russian philosopher.
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The Protocols were largely copied from the book of Maurice Joly, Dialogues aux Enfers entre Machiavel et Montesquieu , published in 1864. The extraordinary resemblance of the two works could not be accidental, not only whole paragraphs are almost identical, but the various points in the programme follow each other in the same order.

[image: image172.png]


Maurice Joly was a French lawyer, a conservative and a monarchist. He had no intention of writing a secret document; on the contrary, he had in mind a satire against the French emperor, Napoleon III.
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The French police soon discovered the author of the anonymous pamphlet, and Joly was sent to prison for fifteen months. His book was published in a second edition and then forgotten. Today scarcely any copies of it can be found.

At the time when Joly published his Dialogues aux Enfers , the secret societies were particularly active and, as people feared that a number of Jews had penetrated their ranks, a whole crop of literary efforts directed against Jews and secret societies marked the decade.
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After thirty years of oblivion, however, Joly's great day came--in Russia. A copy of his book fell in the hands of some agents of the Ochrana, the tsar's secret police. They wanted to scare the tsar and drive him to bloodshed. Using Joly's book as evidence, they persuaded him that the Jews of the whole world had devised a secret conspiracy to achieve domination, first over Russia, then over the whole world.
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The superstitious Tsar became frightened. The religious community was concerned by Soloviev's warnings about the imminent coming of the Antichrist. Now Sergei Nilus, one of his disciples, had made the Antichrist a Jew.
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The Eckart Connection
 

"Follow Hitler! He will dance, but it is I who have called the tune!"
"Do not mourn for me: I have influenced history more than any other German."
 

 

Those were Dietrich Eckart 's last words as he lay dying in Munich in December of 1923. Dietrich Eckart was the main figure of the Thule Society. He considered himself the mentor of Adolf Hitler. Some people believe that it was Eckart who suggested Hitler the use of the swastika as the symbol of the Nazi movement.
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This racist[image: image256.png]


 poet and drug addict helped reinforce Hitler's political and racial ideas. Hitler had him in such a great esteem that he dedicated the second volume of Mein Kampf to Eckart. And it is said, though it it difficult to believe, that Hitler's eyes invariably moistened whenever he spoke of Eckart.
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Eckart was the editor of a racist periodical, Auf gut Deutsch (In Plain German), in which he published scathing attack on Jews and other non-Germans. His articles clearly evidenced he had Wagner, Chamberlain, Lanz von Liebenfels and Guido von List. Like the rest of them, he was fascinated with German mythology, runic mysteries, and the swastika.
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An occultist as well as a rabid nationalist, Eckart and a group of the Society's inner circle had been waiting for the appearance of a German messiah who would fuse politics and religion into an unholy crusade against the ideals of the Christian world.
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Eventually Eckart became Editor-in-Chief of the Völkischer Beobachter, the Nazi official newspaper, and for some time was a very influential individual in Nazi Germany.
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The Runes Connection
 

According to another theory, the Nazi swastika is just the result of two superimposed sigel runes, one standing vertically and the other horizontally, as depicted below.
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The sigel is a rune roughly equivalent to our letter "S".

 

	   The photograph on the right, taken in the late twenties, is from the annual commemoration of the Munich beer-hall putsch. The survivors of the 923 debacle, lead by Hitler himself, reenacted every year their march to the Feldherrnhalle. Wreaths were then laid at the tombs of the 16 martyrs of the Nazi movement.
The banners show the typical sinistroverse Nazi swastika standing on one of its angles. On the lower part of the banners are depicted some "Aryan" sigel runes.
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But the swastika, in different forms, has been commonly found associated with archeological artifacts depicting runes.
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	 Some scholars believe that a precursor of the swastika is the so-called Wolf Cross, an old rune in the form of a sinistroverse tiled swastika found on a Norse rune-stone.


	Another swastika-like design associated with the swastika is the Dragon Eye, an old Germanic rune in the form of an angular sinistroverse trisquelion.
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	Ginfaxi, an old Icelandic rune, shows the typical design of a multi-legged sinistroverse swastika.
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	A gold ring found together with a coin of Leo I, A.D. 457-74, shows a swastika and swastika-like carvings on the inside resembling birds, as well as a sinistroverse swastika which corresponds closely to the letter "G" of the earliest northern runic 'futhore'.
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	The picture on the left shows a large runic stone bearing an inscription concerning the dead man it commemorates, three interlocked drinking horns, and a sinistroverse meandroid swastika. It was found at Snoldelev, Denmark.


	Iron spearhead showing runic inscriptions and two closed meandroid swastikas, one of them destroverse, and the other one sinistroverse.
Found at Brest-Litovsk, Russia, probably of Gothic origin, and dated from approximately the third, the fourth, or perhaps even the fifth century B. C.
Swastikas, mostly in its sinistroverse form, but also in its destroverse form, are currently found in weapons.
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The Jahn Connection
 

May years before the Nazis adopted it, the swastika had appeared in the monogram of the Turneschaft, a German Gymnastics Society founded in 1811 by the agitator Friedrich Ludwig Jahn, one of the early organizers of he Freikorps.
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The swastika-like monogram of the Turneschaft was formed out of four "Fs" opposed and joined by its bases, initials of the Society's motto: "Frisch, Frei, Frölisch et Fromm."
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	 Coin showing four opposed F's meaning "Frisch, Frei, Frölisch and Fromm" in a swastika-like design reminiscent of a kruckenkreuz. Coined by Friedrich I., in Germany.
(Wilhelm Scheuerman, Woher kommt das Hakenkreuz . Berlin: Kowolt Verlag, 1933, fig 3).
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The Blavatski Connection
 

Helena Petrovna Blavatsky (1831-1891) was[image: image257.png]


 a Russian clairvoyant and medium, founder of the Theosophical Society [1] and writer of several books on occultism, among them Isis Unveiled and the Secret Doctrine. She was a woman of remarkable energy and character.
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She was the daughter of Colonel Peter Hahn and cousin of Count Sergei Yulievich Witte, a Tsarist prime minister. She received no formal education and attended no university. Just a few weeks before her 17th birthday she married Nikifor Blavatsky, Vice-Governor of the province of Erivan in Trans-Caucasia. Just after a few months of marriage, she ran away from her husband and began a life of adventure which took he from Constantinople to London, Paris, Cairo and Tiflis, and for a while she was the assistant to Daniel Douglas Home, a famous spiritualist and levitationist.
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While visiting New York she met Colonel Henry Steel Scott, a writer for the New York Daily Graphic. This was the beginning of a long and fructiferous association. In 1875 Colonel Scott and H. P. Blavatsky organized the Theosophical Society. The Society grew rapidly and soon after became international.
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Mme. Blavatsky's mystic brooch shows her initials in an hexagram topped by a short-legged sinistroverse swastika standing on one of its angles and enclosed in a circle formed by a snake biting its tail.
The snake biting its tail, also called the ouroborus, is an old symbol of the infinite.


NOTES:
 

The Theosophical Society was founded by Madame Blavastky in New York in 1875.
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By the end of the 18th century many alchemists and neo-Rosicrusians abounded in Austria and southern Germany. Towards the end of the century, however, interest in occultism decreased considerably. The German occultist revival began in 1884 with the foundation of the German section of the Theosophical Society under the presidency of Dr. Wilhelm Hübbe-Schleiden.
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In 1902 Dr. Rudolph Steiner became Secretary-General of the German section of the Theosophical Society, but in 1912 he and a group of his followers broke away from the T. S. and founded the Anthroposophical Society.
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The Karl May Connection
 

As a boy, Hitler liked to read about [image: image259.png]* YO
arl May dressed as0ld Shatterhand



American cowboys and Indians. He was particularly found of the adventure stories of Karl May, a German who wrote about the American frontier. May, who never visited the United States, concocted a strange "Western" language which the heroes in his novels spoke with a Teutonized Texan drawl. As a schoolboy, Hitler always kept one of May's books concealed under his desk and read it while the teacher was giving lengthy explanations.

Hitler was not alone in his admiration for May's stories and heroes. May's books sold by the thousands, and a Old Shatterhand, the main character in May's novels, became the hero of a whole generation of German boys. Few of them, however, could match Hitler in the intensity of his loyalty or the longevity of his infatuation.

When Hitler became a chancellor he had a special shelf built in his library to hold, in a place of honor, the whole collection of May's novels, specially bound in vellum. It is known that Hitler read and reread May's stories and highly commended them to his associates and friends.

Some authors believe that it was in Karl May's books where Hitler became infatuated with the Swastika. The swastika was used by many North American Indians, and it frequently appeared in illustrations of May's novels.
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The Hanussen Connection
 

The Weimar Republic--that ill-fated period of German democracy that occurred between the departure of the Kaiser and the arrival of Hitler--produced a large and colorful collection of profets. Prominent among them was Erik Jan Hanussen, the first of a chain of politically oriented oracles that appeared in Germany at the time.

Hanussen claimed to be a Danish baron, but his real name was Herman Steinschneider, the son of a petit bourgeois family from Prossnitz, Bohemia. In the depression-ridden 1930s, Hanussen reached a peak of influence that no man of his calling has achieved in modern times.

Though he began as an above-average [image: image260.png]


vaudeville entertainment, he soon gained national fame as a "psychic detective" by unmasking an embezzler for one of Berlin's largest banking corporations. There is suspicion that the way he found the information had nothing to do with psychic abilities, but the culprit broke down and confessed when Hanussen accused him to his face.

Late in 1930, Hanussen switched completely to prophecy. He became the lodestar for thousands of Germans. His following included an array of Nazi officials. Among them was Karl Ernst, the commander of the Berlin Storm Troopers, and Edmund Heines, an S. A. Gruppenführer. There was also Count von Helldorf, one of the leaders of the local Brownshirts with Ernst. These Nazis, and dozens of others like them, mingled with Hanussen's elite patrons as well as with the film and theater starlets who provided additional entertainment.

There is evidence that Hanussen obtained the data for most of his prophetic coups from his guests. For this he kept his ears open and a few palms greased to get advance tips of what was afoot in Germany. Gradually, his prophecies took a distinct Nazi coloring, subtly pushing the cause of the National Socialists. It is known that, at the peak of his Nazi influence, he recommended the adoption of the swastika as an "Indian luck symbol," and indicated that its wearers would be blessed by good fortune. When forecasting election results, he invariably discovered that the planetary conjunction favored Hitler, thereby persuading the masses to "vote with the stars."

Hanussen was originally introduced to Hitler by Heinrich Hoffman, the Führer's private photographer, who was also to become the sponsor of Eva Braun. Some authors claim that Hanussen gave Hitler lessons in public speaking, and that Hanussen's coaching was responsible for Hitler's demonic oratory style. It is also said that Hanussen persuaded Hitler of adopting the swastika as the Nazi symbol.
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The Ostara Connection
 

Lanz von Liebenfels (also known under other names and titles: Adolf Lanz, Dr. Jörg Lanz, Schurl Lanz, Georg Lancz von Liebenfels, Lancz de Liebenfels. The name on his birth certificate is given as Adolf Josef Lanz. He once told to a friend that he took various names to mislead astrologers, hence these "astrological pseudonyms."), was the son of middle class but well-to-do parents, was born in Vienna in 1874 as Adolf Lanz. He claimed, however, that ha was born at Messina, Italy, in 1872, and that his real father had been Baron Johannes Lancz de Liebenfels. (Allegedly, the incorrect date was created on purpose, to mislead astrologers, and his doctorate existed only in his imagination).
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In 1893, at the age of 19, Lanz became a novice at a monastery of the Cistercian order at Heiligenkreuz, on the present Austro-Hungarian border, but was expelled six years later accused of being a victim of "worldly and carnal desires." Shortly after being expelled he [image: image261.png]


founded his Order of the New Templars, which had a strong racial orientation. It was inspired, as the name suggests, by the Templar knights. Since 1905 Lanz became the editor and publisher of the anti Semite magazine Ostara .
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Named after the ancient Germanic goddess of Spring, Ostara was a grotesque, racially motivated magazine devoted to the diffusion of Lanz's ideas. It displayed the swastika as a rallying symbol. Most of the ideology of German racial superiority exposed by the Thule Society and later by the Nazis was but a development of the theses published in Ostara .
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In Ostara Lanz began using the kruckenkreuz (the symbol depicted on the chest of the knight, a design combining the two possible virtual movements of the swastika; destro- and sinistroverse, also called croix potent.) as well as the the swastika.

Lanz's notorious magazine attracted Hitler in his early days as an impoverish artists in Vienna. It is known that Hitler was so inflamed with the wild occult, racial, and anti-Semitic theories he found in Ostara , that he paid a visit to the editor's offices and came face-to-face with Lanz himself. Some authors claim that it was through the pages of Ostara that Hitler became inflated with the swastika as a symbol of the Arian people.
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In 1934, a year after Hitler came to power, Lanz wrote that the Order of the New Templars was the "first manifestation of the [Nazi] Movement, which now, in accordance with the law of God, is most powerful in history and unrestrainedly sweeping over the world."
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The Thule Society Connection
 

The Thule Society (Thule Gesselschaft), the real inspiration of Nazism, was founded in August, 1919, in Munich, as an off-shot itself of the Germanen Order, under the initiative of a strange[image: image262.png]ke i s =
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 character named Baron Rudolf von Sebottendorf. Among its most important members were also Max Amann, Anton Drexler, Dietrich Eckart, Hans Frank, Rudolf Hess, Alfred Rosenberg, Gottfried Feder, and others who later became Nazi leaders. Adolf Hitler belonged to the Society as an "associate" or "visiting brother."
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The emblem of the Thule Society depicts a German dagger over a sinistroverse swastika of curved legs inscribed in a circle.

[image: image218.png]


The Thule Gesellschaft was a front for a whole web of secret societies which had similar racist and anti-Semitic occultist roots. Among the members of these groups were influential people, like the political theorist Gottfried Feder, whose Hammer Union furnished cadres to the future Nazi Party. In this circle of initiates was also Hans Frank, a lawyer member of the Nazi party and future governor-general of Poland, who at that time was involved with a society for heraldic and genealogical research, headed by Dr. W. Daumenlang. Daumenlang was infatuated by his discovery of a swastika in the coat of arms of the Hohenzollern.
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The initiative for the creation of the Thule Gesselschaft came from Baron von Sebbotendorf, head of the Bavarian branch of the Germanen Order. In the name of the Thule Gessellschaft Sebottendorf bought the newspaper Völkischer Beobachter --which later became the official Nazi Party journal. Dietrich Eckart, for many years Hitler's mentor, provided the money for the purchase.
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Evolution of the Nazi Swastika
	 [image: image222.png]



	 The Ehrhardt Brigade arrives in Berlin in improvised troop transports, like this truck marked with a destroverse swastika. See, Frederic V. Grunfeld. The Hitler File . New York: Random House, 1974, 32-33.


	 When in 1920 Adolf Hitler was appointed chief of propaganda for the National Socialist Party, he realized that the party needed a powerful symbol to identify it and distinguish it from rival groups. In Nazi theory, the Aryans were the German's ancestors, and Hitler concluded that the swastika, which had been ''eternally anti-Semitic,'' would be the perfect symbol for ''the victory of the Aryan man.''
Actually, the swastika flag proved to be a dramatic one, and produced a hypnotic effect on the masses.
The Nazi flag was red, with a black sinistroverse swastika, most of the times appearing lying on an angle, to produce an even more dynamic illusion of circular movement.
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	 The photograph shows one of the first Nazi parades in which the swastika flag was carried as a party symbol.
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	  January, 1923. First Nazi rally in Munich. The most interesting thing in this photograph is that at that early date apparently there was no agreement about the type of swastika to use as a Nazi symbol. Even though all of them are sinistroverse ones, the flags show most swastikas laying flat on one side and also a short-legged swastika, but none of them resting on an angle, like the one chosen by Hitler.


	  The "official program" or "Festschrift" of the first meeting of "The National Socialist Freedom Movement of Greater Germany," held in Weimar in 1924. It shows a sinistroverse swastika lying flat on its side.
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	 "This hand guides the Reich: German youth, follow it in the ranks of the Hitler Youth." This late-20s poster shows the Nazi banner with sinistroverse swastikas standing on its angles, inscribed not in a circle but in a square. Still no agreement!


	  A poster published in the early thirties by the Communist KPD denounces Hitler: "Workers, how much longer will you allow this comedy to go on? Make an end of it, vote Communist."
It shows Hitler sporting a short-legged destroverse swastika on his lapel.
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	 "The March into the Grave," a caricature by A. Paul Weber illustrating Ernst Niekisch's 1932 pamphlet "Hitler-ein deutsches Verhängnis" (Hitler Germany's doom), which predicted that the Nazis would lead Germany to disaster. Apparently at this time there was still some confusion about the Nazi symbol. The drawing shows a short-legged swastika standing flat on one of its legs.
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	 Hitler attends a rally in Potsdam on 2 October, 1932. Behind him there is a large flag depicting the swastika inscribed in a square, no in a circle.


Epilogue
 

An Enigmatic Symbol.
 

Though some Paleolithic artifacts show swastika-like designs, it seems that the swastika appeared with the beginning of the Bronze Age, simultaneously in Asia Minor and central Europe. Since it appearance, it has been used as a symbol, as a decoration, as an amulet, and as a talisman.
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Examples of swastikas have been found in every continent, except in Australia. Theories about its appearance in America abound, but they are often contradictory, highly controversial, and most of the times the product of conjecture.
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In the natural world the swastika appears both in the micro world--DNA molecule, crystals, fractals-- and in the macro world--hurricanes, spiral galaxies. It appears under two main forms: with its legs pointing clockwise, that is, with its virtual sense of movement turning to the left, and with its legs pointing counterclockwise, that is, with its virtual sense of movement turning to the right.
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The fact that the legs of the swastika point to the opposite direction of its virtual movement has been the cause of most confusion about this symbol. As a matter of fact, most authors erroneously believe that the destroverse swastika is the one with its legs pointing to the right, and that the sinistroverse one has its legs pointing to the left.
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When the swastika appears in its sinistroverse form --that is, with its legs pointing to the right--, most of the time it carries a negative symbolism. As such, sinistroverse swastikas appear frequently on funerary urns and monuments, on ceramic with depictions of mourning scenes, and in weapons. A sinistroverse swastika was specifically chosen by Adolf Hitler as the symbol of his Nazi movement.
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When the swastika appears in its destroverse form --that is, with its legs pointing to the left--, it usually carries a positive symbolism. This is the way it mostly appears in Tibet, China and Japan. There is no total agreement, however, on its use with the above mentioned specific symbolism in mind. Some mourning scenes depicted on Greek ceramic show both destro- and sinistroverse swastikas. The sinistroverse swastika is used in India, China and Japan as a symbol of luck and good fortune.
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Claims that the swastika is an Aryan symbol are unsubstantiated. The swastika as a symbol has been found in pre-Aryan sites in the Indus Valley. For some time it was used by the primitive Christians, apparently as a cross in disguise, and, as shown in ancient synagogues in Cafarnaum, even the Jews placed it close to their most sacred symbols. The swastika also appears in large numbers in archeological artifacts in North, Central, and South America.
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After axial movement and the sun, life seems to be one of the most widespread and old symbolisms attached to the swastika. So, it is amazing to find out that graphic representations of the DNA molecule--the modern symbol for life par excellence --shows a swastika-like structure.
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It is difficult also to explain the presence of a perfect sinistroverse Basque swastika (also called Croix a Virgules ) on the lid of a birch bark box made by the Mimac Indians of Nova Scotia. Even more difficult to explain is the presence of an ogee (made out of two intertwined S's) destroverse swastika on a spindle whorl of the Salish Indians of Vancouver Island, so distant in time and space from the dozens of similar ones found by Schliemann at Troy.
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Because of the appearance of swastikas on spindle whorls some scholars have advanced the theory that the swastika symbolizes circular, or axial movement. Does this explains the use of the swastika as the design of choice for wheel covers on many American made cars?
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The infamous Thule Gesselschaft (Thule Society), [image: image263.png]


founded in Germany in 1919, sported a swastika as its symbol. The swastika is also the most important symbol of the Cuna Indians, of the Gulf of San Blas, in Panama. In 1925 the Cunas rose in revolt, killed the Panamanian guards who lived in their territory, and founded the independent republic of Tule, whose flag was a swastika on an orange background with a red border. The republic existed for several years.
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Several theories, ranging from the fantastic to the pedestrian, have been advanced to explain the facts mentioned above. I have intentionally refrained to mention them in this paper, because I consider these theories so unsubstantiated as to be irrelevant to this study. A fact remains, however, and it is that the swastika constitutes a veritable riddle, as well as a challenge for the researcher and the scholar.
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Following Thomas Wilson's steps, the main goal of this study has been to gather all the information I have found concerning the adoption of the swastika as a symbol for the Nazi movement, and put in a compact, easy to update form. Nevertheless, I am leaving to others the task of adjustment of these facts and their arrangement into a harmonious and coherent theory.

 

Servando Gonzalez

Hot Springs, Arkansas, 1997
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	 Dodge Intrepid sedan showing sinistroverse sigmoidean pentaskelion (a five-legged swastika) on wheel cover. Are they used as a symbol of speed?
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