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Introduction: 

Phenomenology 

of ~~confession" 

1. SPECULATION, M~. AND SYMBOL 

BOW SHALL WB KAXE fr.e transition from the possibility of evil in 
m&iitOitsreality, ~ fallib!!!!Y to fault?* 

We will try to ~the iran&ition in the act by ''re-enacting" 
.in ourselve!! the confession that the reiigipua consciousness makes 
of it. 

Of course, this !Epatheti!':..., ~aCbp'!l!t in ima~<m.. cannot 
.take the place ·of a philosophy of fault. It will still remain to be 
seen what the philosopher makes of it-that is to say, how he 
incorporates it in~ the dia'caune on man begun in the first volume 
of this work under the in:Buence of the dialectic of the finite and 
tbe infi!'ite. This final ttevelopment will occupy the third volume. 
We cannot yet anticipate the direction it will take, since we do not 
yet know the new situation from which philosophy will have to 
take its bearings.i . . . 
· ~ut if the "re-enactment" of the confession of the evil in man by 
tbe :religious consciousness doea IJQt take the place of philosophy, 

·* Tho pzesent volume ~ the IIICODd in the author'• Finftth tmd Guilt. 
The lim volume baa been traD'leted under the title: FallibZ. Mtm (H. 
Aegnery, 1966) .-Ta: . 

1 See the c:onc:1nding c:bapter, "The &,mbol Givel Rile to 'l'housJrt. .. 
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