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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION,

In the preface {o the fiest edition I tried fo expliing in as elear languaee as 1
could command, whal were the disqualilientions ander which | laboured in owder-
taking i work of this sort. My fgnorance of the learned Tangnages of India and my
nol- having made a special study of ancient and more especially of Buddhist myths
were sertous deawhacks,  Azuinst these, however, Leould place my practical knowledge
of Tudiz aet awnd arclatectaee, and long Gonilizrity with Leilinn mades ol expressing
their feelings in materiad representadions. I8 would no doubt, be desieable, hut it
must be eonfessed extremely dillicull, pevlaps impassible, to find any one combining
in Lix own person both these classes of qnalifieations; and, il this is so, it cortaindy
seems expedient that the architeet or avlist should come liest to nrenge (he nterials
and point. out. their affinitics, and so prepave them for the study ol any seholar or
student, of relizgious history who might come alfterwards,

Iowever this way bey T eaunot b any way regeet that T andertook the task, for
this reason, al least, if Lo o ofher, that 11 T bad not done so, no one else that | kuow
of, in ihis country at all events, would bave undertaken i, No prelessiona]l author
eauld have devoted the years requisite to its performance without, remuneration,—and
that the natuec of the work does not admit of -—and no amatewr that ¥ am acquainied
with, has, with the requistle leiswre, thaf devoted love of the subject which wonld
induce hitg to enter on so thankless an wndertaking, awd fo submit o all the
anuoyances which ils performanee is ouly too cerfain o eatail on hine, 1 consider the
attempt, however, well worthy the sacrifice of any amount ol iime and (eeling whicl
it may give rise {o, for the more I stwly them the more convineed [ am {hat the
plates of this work—I speak of the plates and the plates only, wholly irespeetive
of the text—are the most valuable contrilmtions that have leen made fo our
knowledge of Buddhist bistory and art sinee James Prinsep’s wonderful decipherment.
and translation of (he ASoka inscriptions.

These plates present us with an entively new bud mosi interesting picture of
religion, Jife, and manners in India in the ficst centuries of the Christian exa, and
carry bhack our kuowledze of Indian art to the time when it comes By confact with
that of the Greeks in Bactria, to whom il is now quite elear that the permanent
lithic art of the Indians owes ils first original impulse.  Points which were either

(R215) a2
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wholly unknown or only hazily suspeeted before these Plates were made available for

their investigation.

When the first cdition of this work was published 1 {ully expected that before
a sceond was called for 1 should Lave bhad considerable assistanee in unravelling
the mysteries of the Plates from the eritieism of the press. In this T lave been,
I am sorry to say, disappoinfed.  Certain inadvertencies and inclegancies have been
pointed out, and T hope all removed,' bul T am not aware of any suggestion for the
improvement of the work, or any addition to owy knowledese which has acerued
from that souree.

Trom one review T expected o great deal, bob unfortunately in vain,  The
lale  Professor Goldsticker was o struck wilh the  importance of the subjeet,
and the new light it threw on the origin amd carly history of Buddhism, that he
volumtereed to write a review of the work for the Quarterly Roeview, With that
aminble wenkness, however, which was the bane of Wds career, e underlook far more
work fo oblige friecnds and others than be eould possibly perform, amld this essay
thoueh, as T understand, far advanced, never was compleied. The Jast time [ saw
hint shortly before his lamented death, he told me that, as it was now too late for
the Review, he would write it out and let me use it or any part of it as an appendix
in any new edition of the work,  He died very shortly after this, and I am sorry to
say the essay has wol heen fotmd among his papers. I oregret this, not only heemuse
nothing that cume from the pen of so distinguished an orientalist could he without
inferest and instenetion, hut beeause his carnest notice of the work, whether in praise
or Dlume, might have induced others {o read it with more attention than has hitherto
Been dowe.

Considerable light has, however, been lately thrown on {he subjeet by the pub.
lieation in India of Grant’s Gazetteer of the central provinces, and by two papers on
Serpent Worskip which Tave appesred, one by Vishvanath Mandlik_ in the ninth
volume of the Journal of ihe Bombay Asiatic Society, and the oiher by Pratapachandrm
Ghosha, m the thirty-mintlh velume of the Bengal Soviely’s Jowrnal, which add yery
cousiderably to onr knowledge of the subject; and as my cotleetion of photographs
incrcases L am daily sequiring fresh proofs of the prevalence of this and other cognate
forms of worship in Lidia.

From these and other sources® 1 might no doubt by mysclf have improved this

eidition eomsiderably, hut for {he wreat advanee that has been made 1T an indebted

P s indvbteal to Professor M Midber for tlheee porreetions, whieh 1 wonld acknowledge with gralitude,
were it not (bt e Tas thowrhit proper to convey them in a mannet o stadlionsly offensive us quite to cancel auy
such feeling on wmy part, . '

2 1kl i hween iy power o do so, 1 waabd peotiiily Lave minde more use of Colonel Muinvy's MS, noles i
this wilition than 1 have done, it before veturndige fo Indin e borrowed Lis MS, {rom the Libracy at the Indie
Ofiier, and took it with him and ey it now i Dudia,
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to my friend the Rev. Samuel Beal.  From his intimate knowledge of Buddhist
literatuee and art acquired during his residence in China, he was enabled to identify
the Wassantara Jitaka, the eonversion of Kusyapa and other subjects porbrayed in {he
bas-reliefs.  These he eomnumicated to me by letter privately without any stipulation,
so that T might have appropriated his knowledge as my own. To prevent any mis-
apprehension, however, on tlis subject, I induced him to embody Lis discoveries i a
paper published in the Jowrnal of the Royal Asintic Society (Vol. V., N.8,, p. 161
et seqq.). T do not agree with him in all his identifications, and where | differ have
stated my reasons for my opinion.  Where we ageee I have always endeavowred to
acknowledge my obligations, whicl, as will he perceived, have modified to a very
considerable extent the views put forward in the fisst edition with regard {o the
ethnography of the people represented, and the interpretation of many of the
sculptures.

The drawings made by Licul. Cole, and the easts he brought home have also
embled me 1o render my deseription of the Sanehi Tope mueh more full and com-
plete; and the photograpiis of the Cuttack Caves and those from other parfs of India,
which 1 have aequired sinee 1868, have added very considerably to iy general
knowledge of the subject, and enable me now to speak with confidenee where hefore
[ could only express hesilating or doubtful opinions.'

From all these enuses T trust it will he found 1hat this sccond edition is a very
great improvement on the first, T have not thonght # necessary or expedient 1o
alter the carly part of the Introductfory essay o any exient. It makes no pretence
to an exhaustive treatment of the subject, and suffices as an introduction to the adian
put which lLas been greatly extended and I frust improved.  The deseription of the
two Topes themsclves and of their sculptures have been {o a great extent re-writien,
and a sufficicut number of the subjeets have been identificd to wake the bhistory

and purpose of the whole sufficiently intelligible.  The small Dalanee that remains ean
PToothe introduction oty seeond edivion ol i neelueatogioal peports, which his juiesl seneload his
country, Genernl Conninglann disputes the extend of Hoe fntersal of tine T have allowed eiween the Topes
at Buncli and Amravati, stating {page xadiny that e viderstands 1 have been Ted e adopt this diferepes off
age chiefly on the ditference of styles [ have olserved in the sealptutes off the two menments, especially in ihat
of the naked femande figures,  For reasons pgiven elsewhere (4. R.ALS, Vol, VI Pe 213 10 274) 1 would Lardly
care Lo notice Wis opinfon on this sabject, bt as others may lare bis indsconesption, T miny az well explain
that T never alildl or never wonld buse the age of boildings on so feall » foundoation,  The Tamsn forn is
not progeessive, and i depends very mueh o the Shill of the sealptor and loeal civemmstinees whether a ke
figure of the fiest or fourth centary differs Trom one i the eleventh o fuweteenth,. 1 have exanrples of hoth
ages so similue that it would pugels most people sy (0 whiclt age they belonged, wnd o ﬁ:LIf»l':u'Tot‘y conelusion
euny | eonecive, e drnwn from sucl datae Bui aveliteetnre is progressive inoall conutyies where trae styly-
prevail, aml when its sequences are onee grsped e conelosions desived from then s o nge are absolate and
indisputable, 1 thercfore hase my conclusions ws o the dates of the monnments in guestion = ~lirsl, on thei
arelifvetune secodly, on the progress of ritual or eostmne 3 Ahivdly, on history aml teadition ; fiurthly, on
sculptures, decorative as well us lignres nnd, lustly, on iuseriptions, which in thal c:u’ly auzi are painfully
uncortain and untrustworthy,  Tf the General will earetully peruse what is ~uid on these suljeets in this cdition
T think be will see venson to withdeaw his eljections,
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easily he explained by any one resident among Bwddhists, who will no dowht he able
to recomnise the fegends, hut this will hardly add mueh fo our presenl knowledge of
the age or purpese of these buildimgs ov of the art with wliclt they arc adorned.

Whatever its shoricomings, T trust 1 may at least claim for my book the
weril of diveeling attention to an Dmportant elass of myths which have Litherto
Been too wueh overlooked by those who have turned their attention to such subjects,
If, too, 1 am not very nwel mistaken, it throws very considerable new light on the
origin and early history of Buddhism, and on that of the superstitions out of which
that religion took its origin and carly forms.  Be this as it may, I fecl sure that it
carries our knowledge of architecture and senlpture of Tndia to a remote period where
all hefore was dark, and heyond which it now seems vain to expeet thut our researches
will he able to penetrate much further back into the wight of time. A good deal, no
doubt, yet remuing to he done to fill up atl the details, hut the ouflines are complete,
and the Plates of this work present us with a picture of religion, manners, and arls
of India at a remote and hitherto dark period of her history such as has not been
found elsewhere, and, as such, as 1 cannot but think ix well worthy of the atlention
of all those inicerested in the welfare or antiquities of that great and most poctic
region of the globe.

J. T,

Langham §Mace,
Murch 1874,



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

The story of this book is simple, but it scems neeessary it shonhl he told in order that mueh
which it contains may be appreciated ab its true value, aml pob taken for what it does not
pretend to be, .

When in the avtumn of 1866 arangements were belug made in this comntry for the sreat
Paris Bxhilition, o Te helil in the following year, My, Cole sugansted o me that it would afeed
an exeellent opportunity for rwarding my designs for a dissemination of knowledge of Lidian
art and architveture,  Having (hen Just eompletod my  History of Architectare,” sd laving
consequently the requisite Teisure, 1 fell readily into Tix views; and after due ¢onsideration it
was arrangrsl Uhat T should exhibit a large eollection of Photograplis of Indian Architeetire which
T possessel, together with others to wlich I had aceess. Tt was 166, however, that a mere
collection of Photographs, withent some wore prominent aliject to draw atbention o them, would
hardly answer the purpose, 1 therefore proposed, that, in akdition, some easts off Indian seoipture
or architectural fragments should be lled, not only to give a character o thé exhibition, Lut
also e enable stndents Lo judge of e merit of the olijeels from speciimens of the tme dlensions,

1 nexi examined, amuns allier ll!a.c(:.\', the eallegtton in the fndia Muscenny, then ab Fife Tluuse,
for the purpose of obtaining 1he requizite models for easting 5 and after carcfully going over the
whole, fixed on four vxmuplcs ol senlpture from the Aweavati Tope as those best snited for ny
purpose. 1 had Jong been fawiliar with these marbles, ax they had been sent Lo this country by
Cidonel Mackenzie hefore 18200 and wern the prineipal omaments of the old Moscum i Leadenhall
Strect. T had often admired them when there, and eonsidered then so corious and w0 inleresting
ihat, had an opportunity oceurred, I would have thought it well worth while to make a voyage
tv India specially for the porpose of exploring 4he Tope, and ol examining the numerons angic
guities 1 koew to exish I its neighbourhood. b owas therelore not o litlle astonished at Vaing
informed that a large colleetion of marbles from the same monument werve stored in the cogeh-
houses of the establisbiment,

On nvestigation [ fomd that Mr—uoew Sir Walter —Elliot, when Commissioner in Guatdr
in 1845, had cxcavated a eonsiderable portiom of the monument, and sent down to Madras the
resilis of Tis explorations.  They luy there, exposcd to the wind and rain, for ten or Lwelve yoars,
and then were sent home, and, after o short sujorrn in QL‘ Docks, were deposite] where 1 found
them, in conscquence of their heing no space in the Museuwn aelf for their exhibition.

This wost 1mexpeeted discovery made o eonsideralde alteration in the plan of wampayon. 1L
was now determined, inslead of ensting any, to send four or five speeimens of e anarbles them-
selves to Paris, ind Lo bring sut and plotograph the whoele fo the sune seala, w6 as te enalle Uiem Lo
be picced fogether, so that & restoration of the nonwment inight thus e offeeted. In this project T was
warnly secoisled by Dr. Forbies Watson, the Diveelor of (he Muscun, who Lt e every assistanee
which the wmeaus at his disposal afforded, aml nolwithstanding nmerous iflienltics,— it was mid-
winter, and the snow on the grownd the gractr part of the time-—the task was successiully
accomplished jv eonsequence of the intelligenee und untiving seal of Mr, Griggs, the photograph
attached to the establishinent.
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As soom ax a eomplete ~eb of the photographs was obtained, [ st to work to pi.vt‘u them
together, and by proceses explained in the text, oltained two elevations of the enter Rail, shown
o a redueed seale m Places XLVIIL and XLIX, and one of the fnner Rail, Plate LXXV., all which
werr exhibited in Paris with the marbles, and some 300 ollier Photographs of Indian architeetural
objeets. Duriny e threee ar fore rﬁ:nnllw, however, which [ had spent poring over these Photos
crnphs) ol nat onty heecine funilizr with thete foems, bt liad acquiced o consideralde amount of
inespeeted hnowledge of apeient Indian et and mythology,  The greater part of this was quite now
tu e, but seemed of suflicient. Toportanee to Justity me in making it publie; ond in pussanee of
thix uhjf.‘(_‘t. [ sxhititivd the |l|lntu;_{l‘:l|1}lr-i el I‘t'_il.'] 4 paper on the -‘“”I'_j'-"it' o the “-Uy!ﬂ Axintie
Society in June 1867, which afterwands was printed in their Jonrnal, vol, TIT, of new sevies, p. 132,
et smp This paper, boweser, was very Jae fron exhasrsting the subject, or from illustrating the
monment o thie extent which seemed destsable, and 1 in- cansequenee appealad o the Sveretary of
State for India in Conneil for assistanes to onable we o publish the whole of the Photographs,
with snch explinadions as might seen desimable, Siv Stafford Northeole entered  warmly inte
the projeet, and the Couneil juost Tilerally granted - the prrmission and famls neeessary Tor its
exeention, i the seeliom of (e Tdin Musewns devated to e veproduetion of works of wrbistic
valie,

1 wit- then fntonded that the wark Jwoubl consist of (hirty o thirty-two Photopraphic Plates
and eighiteen o bwenty Lithogiaphs, with the accatnpany g evplanations, Tat should Ler econfined
wholly ta the Amravati Tope. 1t was then also agreed that the priee shonlid D Timited to three
SIS, on thi |||‘il|f'i]:h‘ :]1|n|ntl'-[ i the D(-pnl'tllli'llt.. that the |rl|||]i(.‘ shonht ohtain this ami other
sinilar works at prices ealeulated only te cover the et ol |Il‘lll]lll'tilm, In the conrse, however, of
the investieations required T canying out this projeel, 1 lighted on g beantital series of drawings
of the Saneht Tope, wade i 183 F by LieutenantA wlonel Madsey, of the Bengal armiy, and which
were e dn the Libeary of the Tndin: Ofhiee s and at the sune taoe reecived from Lientenant,
Waterhonse, RAL o st of Photographis of the swne momment,  The sewdplares of - this Topwe
bove so ddiveetly on the sebjeel in hamd, thad, having now ample weans of illnskeating the Saneli
Tope also, [ detenoined o publish it asonosequel Go that al Awmravati, As the work preogressed,
bBowever, it hecawme apparent that this was inoveality patting the enrt Tefore the herse, That at
Banchi was the oldest of the two Topess and i would be reading the ook backwands to pule-
sl fiesl e more modern example, T in eonsequenee: again applisd to the hudia Commeil, and
iy proposal Teing el n e e liberal spirit, the work has assioned s present forme amil
1I|'i[.'|'-

When this stage was veachad i beeame a0 very sevions squestion what form the text of the
wark oughl to gesime, The wreal dangee o be avoided was apparenily  the assamplion that
the Tree and Serpent Woership portrayed in the illostrations of this work should D eonsidered
i mere loeal Indinn superstition,  Incender cither to enlist the sympathy of avopean seholar,
or to place Hoo s Arne Dasis, b oseemed indispensable to explain bow far 4hat e of worship
had prevailal i ather countries, and o what exont it nnderlaid or influenesd other forms of
faith, o o this (lly and completgy was quite neempatible with the seope of the present
work, even i T Tid heen gquadificd to attewnpl it AC the same thwe, however, T conld not Tut
foel that o bave nde the sl w oo deseription of the two Topes, anl to ammounce i ay
suchy was sinply to seal the book against general vewders, ol to relegale it to the small aml
T fear diminishing boaly of enthusiasts who are supposed Lo delight in griubbing in the despiset
toenl antiynities of Tmde, On il other Tand, (o treat it from o seientifie and more cosmopoltan
point of vdew veived s anthor who not only knew Sanskrit wnd Pali sufficiently well to read
the ordinary texts, bat who canld ala deeipher inseriptions and provsunee on palougm];hic
[lll?,;ﬂvﬂ. He o onght also to have Jevoled some yours sludy at least to the Wostern branell of
the subjeet, fram the envly trecian to - Jutest Finnis l]l_‘\-’l‘lﬂl‘nllf‘ﬂtﬂ,
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To none of these necomplizbments ean [ mahe e smallest, possible preteasions, My Knowledy»
of Tndian languages is eonfined to the vernacular dialeets, amd U bad never devoted any speeiat
attenticn to Tree or Sorpent Worship in the Wist before 1 nidertoule this work. 1 am the ey
wholly dependent on tianslations, which are seldom complete and nob always trastworthy, for ny
knowledge of the Eastern hranch of the subjeel, and to a moderate  comwrse of peading fine the
Wostern, A wore eantions or prudent man, aware of the numerous pitialls which such o gomn e
wnst lead him across, would bave declined the undertaking altogether s aud all T ean pload in
excuse for wy temerity s, that in all instances | have tried to write well within what 1 heljove
to he my real knowledge,  So much indead ix this the ense that my iapression s, that the
work v more exposed  to eriticsne for what it owits than for whal it eontains, and | i,
canseyience lay myself open to the ceproach of seeming ignorant of whal b wy be assmed
ought to be kunewn to everyone treating of such a subjeet. It would luwe fwenn Lo casior ¢y
write an introduction twice or three Lwes as long, and to have left 06 to the veuler to diseri-
minate between the wheat and  the clafl; but 1 have thoughi it better fo put forwand oniy
what 1 felt [ conld substantiste, amd to leave the fuller developnent of the subject o nnee
ccompetent schiolars,

AE the same time, thoush fully aware of wmy <hiorteomings in o liteery point of view,
[ folt that | probably was ns competent as any olher peesar [ oeoubd nuwme to troat of the ~ulyject
of the Topes and their sendpteres from an wrehiteetnral or archwologieal poind. ol view, Ly
prersenal funiliavity with Indian monoments, awl foving stwly ot tlie, extendding thepugh hald
a lifetime, had given me a readiness in alisertminating therr pecaliavitiese which 1 am sorry b
think very fow possess; aml U felt, therefore, some condidenee in andertahing this pvl of the
work.

Whether 1 owps justified in this o pot, olbiers mast Juilse s batae sl vventsy T el
feod to he nlll}' oo Leae, that i 1 did ot widertake it ihere wis no one vlse, =0 tar s | hnew,
who possessad the lelsure, combined with the bove of e snbjeet, meeesiey for Ahe task, Unless
I availed myself of the opportunity, 1 eould nol ot fear that the illustentions of the work wight
lic divnmnd for another half ecentury  ws those off the Mackenzie Collection have done -t
least for another ynarter ol o cenbinry, a. Dbas  bieen the fule of  those |hl‘u\l-1|l(-1| e the nation
at so much trenble and expense by Sir Walter Elliot,

There was still another course open, which was to delay the appearanee of U work tili
this bime next year.  Another twelve months' stwly and preparation micht e enabded e
to make wmy test mneh more complets than it now pretends do T ot even en it wonld
not have been perfect. Personally T shoald ne doubi have gained  considerable credis to o
ownl reputation by such & c¢onrse, but s convinesl da T feel that the illostrations of tla-
work are in themselves - wholly  ireespeetive of the test—the mest valuable coutribution tha
has Dbeen offered to the stdents of  Indian amtiguities for many yeaes past, et 1 oat onee
abandonal any sueh idea. The text has gone on peed presso with the Mates, and my  las
sheet was send to press lwfore the last lithograph wis ready for peoving, The work has not
consequently been ddelayed one lionr Jor anything [ lgve done, and 1 oam sure |l been
right i acting thus S0l 1 miglid bave been imdueed to delay tloe appewcanes of the work i
[ had heen able to enlish the eo-aperation of pevsons in Indin who Do e loead oppontunitio,
of sequiring knowledge reganding the suljeel. 1 have, however, found it so dithenle o eaplain
by correspondenee, with  strangers, what it is exactly that 1T owanted o know, and sGill wen
diffieddt te disaluse their minds from the dden that it was nota were anthpianian evotehet
my part, that 1 am ateaid that very little woull be guined in that pespeet by delay. The
real way to inberest strangervs ix to show them what has been done, and to let them soe whae
still remains undone, When this s once lrogght howe to them, I feel convinesd that there arn
hundreds of intelligent officers and others in Indin who hoth can anl will ab once suapply e
required information,

\8215.) b
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Tn the meanwhile, however, T must not be understood as complaining, General Cunningham,
Coloncl Meadows Taylor, Profossor Cowell, Dr. Balfour, and Dr. Best, have contributed most
important appendices to this work. Dr. Reinhold Rost has afforded me most veluablo assistance
in passing the sheets through the press, while Prince Frederick of Schleswig Holstein, and
many others, have given me most wseful information and aid. Still the subject, in its present
form at loast, is new, and it will require the co-operation of a considerable number of qualified
individuals hefore it can he placed on an intelligiblo and securo basis,

This last is the facl to which, in conclusion, I would wish espectally to direet attention, If
this werk is really of the fmportanes and interest which from its illustrations I believe it really is,
the very limited muuber of eopies to which this edition extendy will soon be exbausted, and
the work wmst appear again either in a similar or a more popular form. Whether in that
event it will also e more complete or perfect depends more on others than on myself, If
those who ar: rwre eompetent, or who have special opportunities of gaining knowledge, will aid
cither by eviticisms or comnunications to the publie press, or by imparting information to me
privately, a great deal way casily be dene. [ urge this the more carncstly, because it scems
to b only by suel eo-operabion, cither in such 2 hook as this, or under some more competent
leadership, that we shafl be able to follow the worship of the Tree or the Serpent throngh
all their ramifieations, or to trace then back to their source. My eonvietion, too, is that the
suhjeet. will well repay any trouble that may be bestowed upen it, for if T mistake not it
js the oldest —it was at one time the most prevalent, and it s now the most curious of all
those forms of worship through which man cver attempted to approach or to propitiate the

Divinity.
J. F

20, Langham Place, November, 18GH,



NOTE
TARE difficulty as to the correet rede of spelling Indian namey bas presented itself with mare
than usual prominence in the following pages. The rule which it has heen atteptd o fullow
is, in the first instanee, to leave all names which are alvendy faniliae to the English car in
the forws in which they have been adopted into our literature.  Thas, such names as Casloere,
Cmnbodia, Ellora, Amravati, &, have heen loft as they are usually written. Sueh familiar terans
Riji, Niga, Hindfy, &e., which occur at cvery page in the latter part of the work, and regarding
the pronunciation of which there can he no doubt, are gencreally written without any aceents. All
uther Indian proper names are accented according to the method of (ransliterudion maost nsunlly
adopted by [nulian scholars,  This is done net only to indicate to the English reader the coreel
wede of pronvuncing the word, but also to prevent  any uubignity as ta the word or person
intended,
Tt has heen a litlle difficuit to follow out these rules steietly on sl ogensions, hat s s at

least what liaa Leen attempled thronghout,
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NOTES

ON

TREE AND SERPENT WORSHIP.

INTRODUCTRON.

PART [.—WERTERN WORLD.

Trer® are few things which at first sight appear to us af the present day so strange,
or less easy to account for, than that worship whicl was onee so generally offered (o
the Scerpent God,  {f not the oldest, it vanks at least among the earliest forms 1hrough
which the human intelleet sought to propitinte the unknown powers. Traves of ifs
existoneg are found not only in every comntry of the old world; hut Lefore the new
was discovercd by us, the same strange idolafry had long prevailed there, and even
now the worship of the Serpent is fonnd furking in out-of-the-way corners of {he
globe, and startles us at times with - the unhallowed rites wlich seem generalty to have
heen associnted with ils prevalence,

Although the actual worship of Trees is nearly as far removed from our ordinary
forms of Taith as Serpent Worship, still it ean hardly be considered as more than an
exaggerated perversion of many of the ideas now curreni; and we can hardly wonder
that in an carly stuge of human eivilization, it may have assumed considerable importanec,
‘There 18 sneh wondrous beauty in the external form of trees, and so weleome a shelter
beneath their over-arching boughs, that we shonld notl feel surprise thal in carly ages
groves were eonsidered as the fittest temples for the gods.  There are also, it must bhe
remembered, fow things fn nature so pleasing to {he eyo as the form or the colonr
of the flowers which adorn at seasons the whole vegetable kingdom, and notling
so grateful to the palate of the rude man as the {lavour of the fruits which {rees
afford. In"addition to these were the multifarious uses to which their wood could
always be applied. For Dbuildings, for furnitnre, for implements of peace or war, or
for ornament, it was indispensable. In ancient times it was from wood alone that
man obtained that fire which emabled him to cook his food, to warm his dwelling,
or to sacrifice to his gods. With all their poetry, und all their usefulness, we ean
hardly feol astonished that the primitive races of mankind should have considered irees

as the choicest gift of the gods to men, and should have Lelieved that their spirity
(8215.) A



] INTRODUCTORY ESSAY.

still delighted to dwell among their hranches, or spoke oracles through the rustling
of their leaves. .

Whiere we miss the peint of contact with our own religious notion, is when we ask
how anyone could hope that a prayer addressed to a Tree was likely to be responded
to, or how an offering presented to such an object could be appreciated.  Originally
it may have heen that a divinity was supposed fo reside among the lranches, and it
was to this spirit that {he prayer was lirst addressed; Tul anyone who has watched
the progress of idolatry must have observed how rapidly minds, at a certain stage
of enlightenment, weary of the unscen, and how willingly they fransfer their worship
to any tangible or visible objecl.  An image, a temple, a stone orelrec may thug
heeome o object of adoration or of pilgrimage, and when sanetilicd by time the
indolenee of the human mind too gladly contents itsell with any idol which previous
generations have been content to venerate. It is so mueh easier than to strive
actively lo realise an invisible ideal which even the highest intelleels too often fail
lo reach, .

In the same munner, when it comes {o be more closely examined, the worship of
{he Serpent. does not seem so strange as it might at flest sight appear.  As was well
yemarked by an aneient author, *The serpent alone of all animals, without legs or
“ arms, or any of the usual applianees for Jocomotion, still moves with singular
s eelerity ;' and he might bave added—grace, for 1o one who has watehed o serpent
slowly progressing over the ground, with his head creet, aud his body following
apprently without  exettion, ean fail to be slewek with the peculiar heauty of the
molion.  There is ne jork, no reflex molion, as in all otler animals, even fishes, hut a
continuous progression in 1he most gracelul carves. Their geweral form, too, is Tull of
clegance, and their colours yavied and sometimes very beantiful, and their eyed hright
and picreing.  Then, 00, i serpent can exist. for an indefinite time without food or
apparent hamger. e periodically easts his skin, and, as the ancients fabled, by
{had process renewed his youlh.  Add to this lus longevity, whicly, though net so
ereat as was often supposed, is stilb suflicient {o make the supersiitions forget how
icmg an individual wiy have heen vevereneed inorder thal they may asceibe (o him
immortality.

Thougl these qualities, and others that will he noted in the sequel, may have sufliced
to excite curiosity nnd obtain respeet, it is probable that the scrpent never would have
heecome a god hut for his exceplional power. The destrnetive powers of tigers or
crocodiles e merely looked upon as ordinary exaggerations of a general law, hut the
poison fang of the serpent Is something so exeeptional, and so deadly in its action, as to
exeite drewd, and when we find to how few of the serpent tribe it Is given, its presence
ix only more mysterious.  Even more terrible, however, than the poison of the Colwa is
the flashi-like spring of the Boa—{le instantaneous embrace and the crushed-out dife—
ail acecomplished faster almast than the eye can {ollow. It is hardly to he wondered at
that such power should impress people in an carly stage of evilization with feclings of
awe; and with savages it is peebably teae that their religions generally sprang from a
desire to propitinte by worship those powers from whom they feared that injury might
be done to themselves or their property. Although, therefore, fear might scem to

U Ensediug, Prave, Evan, L9 (. 66, Gaisford),
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suffice to account for the prevalenee of this worship, on looking closcly at it we are
struck with phenomena of a totally different character. When we first meet Serpent
Worship, either in the Wilderncss of 8inai, the Groves of Epidaurus, in Sarmatian huts,
or Indian Temples, the Serpent is always the Agathodiemon, the bringer of health and
good fortune. He iy the teacher of wisdom, the oracle of future cvents. His worship
may have originated in fear, but long belore we become practieally acquainted swith
it, it had passed to the opposite extreme amony its votaries.  Any evil that ever was
spoken of the serpent, eame from those who were outside the pale, and were rying
to depreciate what they considered as an accuwrsed superstition,

If fear were the only or even the principal chasetenstic of Serpent Worship, it
might he sufficient, in order to acesunt for its prevalenee, to say, that. like causes produee
like effeets all the world aver; and that {he serpent. is =0 terrible and so wnlike the rest
of ercation that these charneteristies ave sullicient to explain everythine, When wore
narrowly examined, however, this scems havdly to bhe the ease.  Love and admiration,
more than fear or dread, seem to he the main features of fhis faith, sl there are so
many unexpecled features whieli are al the same time commuen Lo it all the workl oVLr,
that il seems more reasonahle 1o suspeet a common erigin.  In the present state of our
knowledge, however, wo are not in a position {o indieate the loealily where it fiest
ngly have appeared, o the time when it fiest heeame extablished among mankind,

I so far as sueh glinmweriugs ns we possess enable ns to guess the Jocality of it
origin, T would feelinclined to say that 3 arose among a people of Taeaninn origin, the
primaval inhabitants who list setfled on the hanks ol {he Lower Euphrates, and that
it spread thenee as from o eentre to every conntry or Taul of the Old Winld in which a
Turanian people settled. Apparently no Semitie, ar no people of Aryan e, ever adopied
it as a forne of faith, It is true we ind Gt in Juden, hat almost eertainly it was there an
onterop from the older underlying strata of the population.  We lhal it abso in Greeee,
amd s Seandinavia, among people whom we kuow prineipally as Avyan, but theee foo it
is like 1Tie taves of a previous crop springing un amony the stems of a badly-culivaied
fiekl of wheat.  The essencee of Sevpent. Worship is as dimmetrieally opposed to the spivit
of the Veda or of the Bilde as is possible to coneeive two faiths to e 5 and with varying
degrees of dilution the spirtb of {hese two works pervides oo greater or less extent
all the forms of the religions of the Avyan or Semitic ees,  On e other hand, any
form of animal woeship is perfeetly consisient with the Tower intellectual stadas of the
Turanian races, ard all Distory (olls ns that it is ameng them, and essentially among
them only, that Serpent Worship is eeally fonnd {o prevail,

{TUMAN SACRIFICES,

The almost universal association of Twman sacrifices with the practice of Serpent
Worship would vender it extvemely desivible to aseertain, il it were possibie, how tar the
coinexion hetween the {wo I8 real, or to what extent the juxtaposition may be only
aceidentul.  The subjeet is, however, very serionsly eomplieated by 1he cireamstance of
the very different form which the vifte ook in various ages, and fhe different. points of
view from which it must consequently he al thoes regurdid.

In its eliest and simplest form, human sacrifice scems merely to haye leen
regavded in the nature of a tithe., A eaunilial savage sharved with his cannibal god the

A2
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spoils of victory as he did the products of the chase, or he sought to sanctify his
revenge or his scusuality by making his deity a participator in his crimes.  Another
form arvse fron the idea that death was only a change, and that the Tuture state was
little more than a continuation of {his world. It became conscquently necessary for
his enjoyatent ol it, that a man should be accompanied by his eattle, and Lis slaves,
male and female, and in its most vefined form the wife voluntarily saerificed herself
to rejoin hier beloved husband. A thied form sprung from a higher and more religious
molive it arose from o conviction ol wmaw's own unworthy and sinful natnre as com-
pared with the greatness and goodness of Gaod, and the consequent desive to atone for
the onoe by the saerifice of whatever was wost dear, and to propitiate {he lavour of the
deity by olfering up whatever was most preciois and most beloved—even one's own, and
it mieht he only, elald, A fourtl form, equally compadible with the highest civilisation,
was The nadiona] saevifice of one to atone for the sins ol the many.  Serpent Worship is
assoeitted in nogreater or less degree with all these forms of the human rite, and so much
so fthal il is neavly correet to say ihal whereyer human sacrifices prevailed, {here
Sevpent Worship s Toansd also, tl;|_1||;;'|| the converse does hol appear so capable of
proof.  Seypent Worship did continue to exist when, al least, human sacrifices had
ceased] {o be perfornudd, though even then it s not guite elear whether it was not
only from the disuse of one of two things which had enee been associated. »

S Euvpt hoan seevilices never asswined the poxition of o veligious or domestic
institution,  The vietorious king dedicated the prisoners taken in war to tho gods, hat
heyond this it does not seem to bave been carried; and Serpent Worship in Egypt
seems likewise {0 buve been sporadic and of Tittle impuriance.

[n Judea, so Jong as any teees of Serpent Worship prevailed, the idea of Iman
sacrifices seems to have beens familiar, but alter Hezekiah’s time we simultancously Tose
all traces of eithe.

So long as Greeee was Pelasgic, Serpent Worship and lnonan sacritices went hand
in hand, hut with the refarn of the Heraclidae, the latter went out of fashion, though
the Tornwer sU ingeved tong, hut in o modified form.  In Bonw, on the other hand, as
wi shall presently see, the worship of the Berpend was a later iutroduction, bat as it
strengthened, so did the prevalence of hnman sacrifices 3 and till Christianity put a stop
to them they certainly were considered an important. means of appeasing the wrath
ar propitinting the favour of {he gods, 1t may, tn Rome, have been to some extent
derived from Etenrin, or enconraged by the example of Carthage, where human sacrifices
cerlainly prevailed 611 the destruetion of the eity, and wherever Moloch-— horrid
king™ was worshipped; and in all these instances the practice seems to have visen
and Fallen with Serpent Worship,

In Mexico ued Dahomey, where in modern titnes human sacrifices have been
practised to an extent nol known elsewhere, there {oo Serpent Worship was and is the
typieal and Joest important form of propitiation; while in Tndia, there ean he little
doubl bud that the two existed together fromn the earliost time. The sacvifice of men
could not, however, stand belore the inlellociual acimen of the Aryan, and was uiterly -
antagonistic to the mild doctrines of the Baddhist, It eonsequently was aholished
wherever it was possible to flo so 5 but the more innocent worship of the Serpent cropped
up again and again wherever negleeted, and remained in many placos long after the
sister form had practieally lost ifs wmeaning.  Both still exist in India at the present
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day, but not apparently practised together or by the same tribes. Tt is not, however,
by any means clear whether the dissociation is real, or whether we merely assume it
is so in eomsequence of our ignorance of the subject. IHwman suerifices, espeeially
among the Khonds, have atiracted the attention both of governments and of individuals;
while it is only now that attention is being turned to the modern forms of Serpent
Worship.

Notwithstanding all these coincidences —and they migld easily be extended—it must
not he overlooked that nowhere can we trace any diveet connexion between the (wo
forms of faith. No buman saevifice was anywhere made to propitiate the serpent, nor
was it ever pretended thatl any luman vietim was ever desowred by the snake god, 1o
all instauces, as just meotioned, the seepent s the Agathodienon, the hringer ol health
or good fortune, the protector ol men or of treaswre, wid nowliere was it sought to pro-
pitiate him by sacrifice of lile beyond what was necessary for food, nor o appease him
by blood offerings.

When {he subject bas been more thoroughly investigated than has hitherlo heen
the ease, it may be possible to {ree a more direet connexion hetween the tno forms
of faith than we wre now able to do. At all events we shall then be in o position o
say whether it was a real partnereship or only an accidental juxtaposition.  In the
meatwhile, afl that i pequired e this place is to draw attention fo he subject, and
to point out a coincidence which is so remarkable thad wheo fovestigated it may
liereafter lead to the most imporiant vesults.'

Beyir,

In an wtempt {o investizate any form of aneicnt mythelogy from an historieal
poinl of view, we natueally tuen fiest to Buypt; Lor not only was Eeypt the earliest
civilized of all the countrics of fhe ancient world, in so Lo at least as we at present
kuow, hut she was pre eminently the pavent of all idolatries.  With the Heyptians all
knowledge was considered as divine, il whatever they saw, they worshipped,  Their
gods had been Kings; theie kings were gods; and all the animal Kingdono was cons
sidered worthy of worship in a greater or less degree. From buils to heetles, o from
crocodiles to eals, it made Tittle difference; all eame alike fo a plople so essentinlly
religious as the Egyplians seem fo lave been  Ttois litle wonder, {herefore, thad
Serpents, and it may he Treex, should be ineladed i their mulfifarious Pantleon, and
it is easy to detect numerous instances of the lhonours hestowed on hoth,  Still i
would be glraining the argument heyond its legitimade issue to deseribe the Baypians
as in any seuse an essentially Tree or Serpent worshipping peaple, The serpent was
worshipped on the banks of the Nile ameng other animals, perbaps fn some instanees

L As bnman seerifices huetly form pare of the subjeet of the work, T have wet thought il Devessary b
encumber the texi of thiv scotion with noies or reliveneess Tl sabjeet hos been exfunstively dreated  hy
Katish, in his Comwentary on Levitieus XXHL po 351 1o 4160 T i ndso ganel dndebied 1o an anpulilishe!
essy by SheJohn now Lord Aeton, where 1he whole question is treabed with his usuad depth of harning,

AT noy anirnl was pre-ciainently worsippod in Fgapt, it probably was Ue Bl pis, susl as the Ball f «iill
worshipped in India simultaneously with the Serpent, we might, reasoning Luehwards, b e to Tndieve that e
Serpent in Eygypt mny have Tween, like the 13l as fmportaut as the Nign in Tudin, These inalasios ave, howeses,
1 am afrnid, not Lo b deponded upon; and after all, was the Ball i Egypt e esseutindly an objeet of worslip
than a Cat or an Ibis?  Or than uny other amimals we liod embalmed iu these tomibs ¥
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with o ecrtain degree of pre-eminence;! but on the whole the accounts are hardly
gufficient {o enahle us to say that the serpent was more honoured than his associated
animal gods. At the same time it must be admitied that the scrpent very frequently
appears in the scalptures of the Temple walls, and frequently in a place of honour, as
on the brow of (he king, or as a prominent ornament of his dress, but hardly ever
there with that pre-enygnenee hie atlained in other countrics.

The relative position of Tree Worship among the Egyptians scems to be almost the
same, It is teue that the important part which the Tamarisk (Fgixy) plays in the
logend of Isis and Osieis, as told by Plularch,’ might tend to a somewhat differcnt
conelusion, and the prominence given to the other trce (Mzfidy), which marked and
shaded (e tomb of Osivis in the sune legend, might lead to the belief that a form
of Tree Warship prevailed in Bgypl hefore the maltifarious Theban panthcon was
claborated.  The awthority, however, for these facts s not such as can be relied upon,
and the seuiptures again do not favour the belief that Trees were considered as divine
on the banks of the Nile, though they may justify the Delief that the Sycamore was
sacred to e goddess Netpe, and the Persea to Athor”

The gread test of such a suhjeet in Egypt are the sculptures which cover the walls
of the Temples, These are the Bible of the Egyptians, in so far at least as we know it.
Any one studying these with thal objeet might easily pick out fifty or a hundred
exniples which woukd tend fo show that {he Bgyptians were both T'ree and Serpent
worshippers; but, on a fair review of the whele subject, these would probably be found
to be only o fraetional part of the nature worship ol the Bgyptians, and neither the most
prominent nor the most tmportant.’ Tu spite, therefore, of the passages in classical
aathors which may be quoted zgainst this view, i would probably be incorreet to
tnelude the apelond, Beyplinns among the volaries cither of the Serpent or of Trees,

Junea,

The carliest distinet. allusion which we have to those mysterions propertios which
the aneients atirihuted to certain Trees, is {0 be found in the sccond and third chapters
of Genesiv. The planting of the Trees of Life and Knowledge in the Garden of Eden is
there deseribed in minade detail, and judging from subsequent forms of the stovy, their
custody seems to have beenintensted {o the serpent,  Taken by itself, this narrative has
atways appeared one o the Teast intelligible parts of the Pentateueh, and numberless
theories have been formed 1o acconnd Tor what scemed so compldtely oulside the
range of <_||'din:u?y human experience, With the knowlndge we now possess, 6 does not
seent »o dilficull o understand what was meant by the curse on the serpent, or the
prohibition to cal the leuit of the trees.  When the writers of the Pentatcuch set

U Fleeendotis, TR T4 JBlinn, de Xoiwal. XVIL G Clemens Alex, TTT, 2 py 93,

2 Plutareh e Tside ot Ohiris L Wilkineon®s Aneient Exyptians, vol, V. . 261, of seq.

2 Wilkinson, valo FVL 0 391, plates 36 and 54, &,

i aueh womonmneut, Tor dnstanwe, o= the Sareoplugas of My nephithal, in Sir John Sonfe’s Musenn, where
the Serpent ovenrs more ftegaczly Qe on o pesiaont of Owe ssme extent T am sequainted with, and in «
eore inportant charnetes, there i ot one instaoes in which it ean heosaiil e is Dboing worshipped,  Ie is the
r{.[.ruul"lll.‘lfi\l‘ ol hesven—is g wood or evil genins— proteetor or destroyer-—-s mere I]i(‘:‘ug‘lyphic-—unylhing, in
shorty but ugrver a gol—Nes “ullullli'? published acewimt. of thie Savcophagus : Longaun, 1861,
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themselves to introduce the purer and lofticr worship of thie Elohim, or of Jehovah,
it was first nccessary to get rid of that earlier form of faith which the primitive
inhabitants of the earth had fashioned for themsclves. The serpent, as the principal
deity of that carly religion, was cursed © above all eatile, and above every heast of the
field;”' and in future there was {o he for cver cnmily between the serpent and
“ man of woman born.” The confusion of ideas an this subjeet scems to have arisen
from tho assumption that the curse was directed at the replile as such, and not
rather at a form of worship which the writers of the Penfateuch must have regaeded
with horror, and which they thought it neeessary fo denounee in the strongest terms
and in the form they believed would be most intelligible hy these to whont it was
addressed. The tree it was not neeessary should be cursed; the fruit of the tree of
knowledge had been eaten, and no further resnll could be obtuined by aceess o if,
while the tree of lile was guarded by a cherub with a flaming sword, and all approach
prevented.  Its fruits conld not then he ebtained, nor have they to fhe presend day.

The two chapters which refer to this, however,—as indeed the whole of the first
cight of Genesis,—are now generally admitted by seholas to he made up of fragments
of carlicr books or carlier {raditions helonging, properly speaking, to Besopotamian
rather than fo Jewish history, the cxacl meaning of which {he writers of the
Pentatench scem hardly to have appreciated when they {ranseribed them in the form
in which they are now found. The listory of the Jews and of the Jewish religion
commences with the call of Abraham, and [rom 1hat {ime forward the worship of
Serpents and Trees tosk an infinitely less imporfint position, thoneh sl oceasionally
eropping up, often when least expeeted, bul appavently not as a relizion of the
Jows, bt as a backsliding fowards the Teelings of the pre-existing vaees amonge whom
they were loeated.

There is apparently no meniion of serpents, cither in the Bible or in any of
the traditions in connexion with Abraham or his immedinte descendants; hul that
Patriareh “planted a grove al the well of the covenint (Becrsheba), and ealled {herve
“ an the ngme of the Lord” *-—a circumstance the more worthy of note, as it is {he
carliest mention of a form of worship to which conlinual allusions are afterwards made
in Jewish history.  The qak, or rather the terebinth tree, under whicl Abrham is saild
to have entertained the angels at Munre, heeame an oljeet of exireme veneration to his
descendants, and, il we may trust Euscbhius, was worshipped down to the time of
Constantine.® The pions zeal of {hat emperor led him to descerate ifs altars, and
apparently to cut down the sacred tree {o make way lor a Clivistian e which he
crected on the spol, and which was then or afterwards dedieated to i, George!

With the time of Moses the indications beeame more distinet and palpahle. We
gather from the context in the Bible,) and still move fronn the nareative of Josephius,®
ihat the tree or hush on Hoveb, from which the Lord appenred fo Moses as o fame, had
been considered sacred before that evend. It was, indeed, apparendly in consequence of
its sanctity that it was chosen for the delivery of {he oracle, while the conversion on

-

L Gunesiy, 1ii, 14, T {ienesin, xad 33 4 Farsebind, Vita Constunting, 111 305
3 ‘T'ho ank now pointoed out at Hehron ns Abenhaucs fre is in gquite apother locality,
5 Exoduy, i, 5. . % Josephus, Antlq. Ju, 1112, 1,
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that occasion of Moses’ rod into a serpent brings these two names into the juxtaposition
in which they are so frequently found. This miracle on loreb would, however, be more
impressive and more to the point were it not that it was repeated by Aaron hefore
Plaraoh, and copied by the Egyptians;' but at the burning bush it stands alone, and
without any apparent motive for its exhibition therve, except the appropriateness of
the combination. 3

With the Brazen Serpent in the Wilderness* we tread on surer ground; it is the
firet reeord we have of actual worship being performed to the Serpent, and it is also
remarkable, as the eaunse of this adoration is said to have Deen its healing powers.
From the readiness with which this explanation was adopted by the Jews, it would
seom as if that chamneteristic had Deen aseribed to the Serpent helore that time.  We
now, however, learn it for the first time, thongh we afterwards hecome so familiar
with it in Greek mythology, where the Serpent himself represents Eseulapins, and s
he indispensable concomitant of Hyeeia.

Feow this time we lose the sight of the worship of the Serpent from the narrative ol
the Bible, G it somewhat unexpectedly reappears in the time of Hezekiah,  We then
leavu that the hrazen image that Moses had set up, had for more than five eenturies
Been preservad in the Temple, and that “unto those days the children of Tsrael did
"4 Tt was only then, alter six conluries of toleration, that it was
resolved to pnt an end to this idolatry, together with the Kindred worship of the

horn ineense 1o i,

Groves. I the intermedinde peviod fhere is havdly any expression fhat countenanees
the helief that the worship of Scepents generally peevailed among the Jews, unless i
Be one in the Wisdom of Solomon, where it is said, * Fhey worshipped seepents void

1 g

ol reason,” " i strange contrast with the New Testatnent expression, * Be ye wise as
serpenis.’

. Neither in the Bible, however, nor i the Talwl, 38 there anything that would
Justify the assertion that Serpent. Worship, even in the most modilied form, prevailed
among The Jews alter its abolition by Hezekiah, 1t cropped up agnin, as we shall
presently see, in the Christian seet of Ophites, bt probably in this instanee the
superstition was derived from Persia,

The ease s different with the worship of Trees or Groves.  The first form of this
appears to have arisen from the veneration paid to nahwal, groves, amd the worship
olferedd Ahevein to Baal? and other forcign gods, hut the Grove or Asherah is also
frequently an mage, no doubt like thal emblem xo often represented on the Assyrian
seudptnves.”  This is an avtificial tree, sueh as might have heen placedsalongside of the
Brazew Serpenf®within the Tempte at Jerusalem.”

LU hardly admits of doubt hut that this worship of the Asheralh or of Groves
wis @ trae and essentinl form of Tree Worship, but it seeins fo have heen loeal, and

VoEovilus vii, S, lookel throwgh the Talmd for me with reference to
 Nunhers, sxi, §), ~ the question, ¢

i 2 Kingesy xvil. 16,

* Lawd Aberdeen's hlack stone, History of Archi-
tecture, WG, 755 see alse British Museain Seulp-
furvs, aned Layarl’s and Bottw's plates, pressim,

S F make the assertion on the suiharity of Mr, ¥ 1 Kings, xo i 33 5 2 Kings, xxi. 3, xxiii. + & 6;
Deutsehy of the British Museum, who has hindly Leaiah, xvii, S, xxvid 8 Lo,

2 Kings, xviii, 4
b Wisdom, xi 15,

* Matthew, x. 16,
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entirely opposed to the spirit of the Jewish religion. As a rule it is veprobated by
their chroniclers and prophets, and cventnally disappears.  Had it ever heen really
adopted by the Jewish legislators, we might perhaps he able to aseertuin more corrcetly
its origin and affilintions. Possibly we may do so when the Assyrian antiquitics are
more completely investivated than they now are.  For the present we must rest
content with the knowledge that hoth Trees and Serpents wese worshipped in Judea,
and hope that some new light may some day be thrown on the subject.

iven, however, i in abeyancee, we ean hardly suppose that Serpent. Worship was
extinguished in Judea, inasmuch as immediately after the Christian era we foand it
bursting forth again with wonderful exuberance in tho seets of the Nicolaitans, the
Giasties, and more espeeially that ealled the Ophites (Ogirw).  Of the latier, Tertallian
tells us, “they even prefer the Serpent to Christ, hecawse the former Drought the
“ knowledge of good and evil into the world. They point also to his majesty and
“ power, inasmuch as when Moses mised the Brazen Serpent in the Wilderness,
“ whoever looked on it was healed ; and they even quote {the Gospels to prove {hat
¢« Christ was nn imitation of the serpent, Tecause i is said, ©As Moses lifted up the
“ cgerpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up®” (John, iii. 11).!
Epiplanius deserihes these ceremontes in the following terms: « They keep a living
“ serpent ina chest, ad at the time of the mysteries eatice him ont
“ Dy placing Dread before hine The door being opened he issues forth,
« and having ascended the fable folds himself above the bread* This
“ they vall a perfect saerifice. They not only break and distsihute
“ thix amongst the votavies, It whosoever wishes it may kiss {he
“ weppent. This the wretehed people eall the Bucharist.  They con-

“ elide (he ceremonies by singing a hiymn theough him to the Supreme Com, rwen v Rowas
Y 1" ('-'llﬁ' uk f\'lHlllI\Trll M.
Fathey,

-

There ave other pacagraphs to the same effeef, and the vepresentations of serpents
and Serpent Worship in the so-called Gnostie form are too nunerous and too familiar to
requirve further notice here, .

We have no means of knowing how long tlhis worship ol the Seepent eontinued 1o
prevail in Syria—-most probably down to the seventh century, when the Mahomedan
invasion swept away a large mass of the parasific superstitions which had  fastened
themselves on Christianity ; bai the literature of that nge is so mixed up with fables
and misrepresentations, that it ix very diflicoll to write confidently about anything it
describes. .

Except the instanee above alluded to, of the Terehinth al Mamre, I am not aware
ol any authentie instance of dircet Tree Worship in Syria after {he Christian cra, but
there may be, though, as they have not hitherio been looked for, they may still
remain unknown.?

Tertullian, e Preseript. Hereticorn, ¢, xlvil.
2 Pigrngue Inhetur eires donarin serpens.—Ovill, Amor. Eleg, 1ib, i
3 Tpipbanins, Mk, 1. Hwees: NXXVEL p 267, of seq,
Ou tho Boman imperinl eoin representing the Temple at Baadbee, @ eypress as sacred to the snn is the
aumen, shouwn in the cenire, throtgh the opening iu the grest Propylon, whess in alimest every other jnstanee the
statie of the Deity is vepresented, {Donald=on, Architcetam Numismatien, N, 34, Eckbel, TL 3535, &)

* Thoagh wol besring diveetly on 1he subject, the @ Legend of the True Ceoss™ b enrions example of
coguate «nperstition,  Like most Mediweval legends, it s so childish that it woubl Le hundly worth while to
(8215.) B

Fs
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Pumyicry.

In addiion to the Tyeian eoins and other monnments which in themselves would
suflice to prove the prevalence of Serpent Worship on the seaboard of Ryria, we have
adireed destimony ina quotation feom Sanchoniathon, an author who is supposed 1o
Bave lived hefore the Frojan war!  This passage is in itself’ so curions_ as throwing
light on the feelings of the ancients on 1his subject, that it may be worth while to
quote it nmearly entive.  “T'aautus attributed a certain divine nature to dragons and
« gerpents, an o opinton which was alterwards adopled both by the Phoenicians and
“ Liryptians.  1le teaches that this genus of animals ahounds in foree and spirit more
“ than any other reptiles; that there is something fiery in their nature; and though
“ possessing neither foet nor any external members for motion common to other
animals, they are yel more vapid in thelr mofion than any others.  Not ouly hns
it the power of renewing its youlh, but in doing so receives an nerease of size and
“ streneth, so that after having run throagh o certain ferm ol yemrs it s sgnin absorbed
“ within itself.  For these veasons this elass of animals were admitted into temples, and
“ qsed inosaeved mysteries, By the Phanicians they were culled the good dsemon,
s whieh was the teem also applicd by the Egypians to Cneph, whe added 1o him the
« hewd of & hawk to symbelize the vivaeity of thal hird.”

[1)

After this, Busehius ar Philo go on {o quote several other authors to the same effect,
muong ofhers the Magian Zovoaster, who deseribes the hawk-headed deity as ¢ the ehief,

allide toit, but it contains wn enelior avientd element, which may b considered ns throw iy some light on the
okl forn: ol worship,

The leeml relades thal when Mg was on Bis death-led, heosent Seth feo ey amd regmin laission te
Parndises Thisy of conrse, was impossible, Tt e was allowed by the anged who guareded §e e look in oat the
e, e sy, wmeng other things, e tree whicl bnd boene the faial teair, it oot then extemding to lell,
Ot st upper Leneliss renching tu hesven, Fhg angel gave Rime three seeds, yecommending him (o place then
in Adauts mouth, when e died, He il so, aod they preodueed theee trees, a0 eedar, o eyproe=s, and a pine,
These atterwareds united inta one, and their hranehes performed many miraeles, Solomon ent down ihe tree,
and teied in ovain 1o use Bs runk to o sapport the rool of his palaee, T disdained such wouse, and was
cotsequently thrown aevoss the Brook {elran to be frodden opan, Te was resencit (rom 1his igneminy by 1he
Uueen of Shetay, aml Dardet below the Paol of Bethesda, which owiead ite henling propectics to ita virtees, It
e to the suyrfaee wlhen wanted Tor the Cross, sand afterwarilds was boeied i Calvary, where it was reeognised
by the Empress Helenn fn consequense of its mivnealins heding powers. Bowas taken to Prvsing Ly Chosroes,
nd recoversl by ]ln_hu dins, sl afierwsls, as is well known, tlnml"‘lluut the middle ages o pi®o of 1the wool
of the True Cross Wi prized Ly emperors 2aed Kings beyomd all ather varthly posassions,  =o grent, indeeil,
was the demaned that 30 was endowed with the property of sell-nliplicadon, bt even this did not snffics
to bring it inmto contempl, unl gs lade w1248 Philip Augostus erected 1he Suinte Claplle to enshirine
w marsel of the wood of the tree of Paridise, The Sainde Chapelle may thos b considerel as tlie Tnst, s it
prolubily is among the wost beautiful, temples ever ereeted to Lreo Waorship,

AN this s so silly U the only eacnse for alluding 1o it is that thionghout the enrlier st dhere rns o
threwd of orieatal myth difiorent from the glulw-y inventions of uu]mnly wediavul mirsele mongers, wid ﬂ“.,_
il preperty investigznted, might perhaps throw ~ome light on the fodings with whiell saered treos wers lcgmdm
in ancient mes, and telt us something ol (e cneas whicls el to their hei ring <0 nnivirsally wor shipped.*

VoBozebins, Pre, Kvan, LAk (po 66, Goisdord),  See also Miiller s Frgonenta, 111 572,

* The fallowing authoritws for the legend we quoted iy S Bietng Gonlil, in bis Myths of the Middle Ages™ from which the
above i~ nbridged ; Vi Chrsti, Troyes, 1517 Legendu Aurca do Jaeqned de Voragine ; Gescliedenis vag Dot I[f}lrghc Cruya:
. . 1] . o *

Speculum Hlistorinke, by Gottfried von Vitetbe, &e. |
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the best, and wost Tearned of the gods ;™ but from the context it appears that there
is here some confusion between the Serpent god and the eagle-headed deity of the
Assyrians, wheo ix  generally supposed fo represent Nisroch,' and whose image so
frequently oceurs in the SBealptures. [t searcely, however, admits of a douht but that
this eagle-headed deity of the Assyrians beeame the Garuda of the Hindu mythology,
who, before the time when Fusebius wrote, had taken so important o position in tho
Serpent Worship of the HMindus, as we shall afterwards see, but still it is not elear
liow the confusion hetween the lwo objeets erept info the pussage as we now find it.
Euscbius certainly understood the quotation as applying to the seepent, hul the aseription
to the serpent of these qualities eannot, T fear, be relied upon, [t suflices to <how,
however, what importanee the Christian writevs of the forth contury were inclined to
attribute to the Serpent Worship of the Gentiles,

The coins of Tyre represent in some instances a {ree with o serpent coiled round
ifs {runk, and on either hand two rude stone pillars (Petee Ambrosie ) or an altae
with two serpents rising from the angles of its hase.  Others represent the serpent eoiled
around a rude stone obelisk, with the Tyrian everles contending with a serpent.?

Paken in conjunction with the above quotation, these, with others that might he
eoted, suffice to show that the serpent was honoured, perhaps worshipped, in Tyre
from an enrly period down 1o the fime of Alexander,  Muore, probably, miohi e found
if lnoked for, but they are not. neeessavy for our present paypose,

MESOPOTAMIA,

As hinted above, the Garden of Eden was supposed fo Tiave heen sifuated some-
where on the Lower Enphrates, and the story of the cavlier patriavebs down 1o Noal
(Xisuthrus) heing common to the nareatives of Berosus and Moses, we naturally turn
to Bahylonia in the lope of being able to point ont the wivthieal velations ol {hat
strange  faith which is fist mendioned as existing in that conntey. Unfortunately,
long before the Greeks o any foreign travellers visited Babylonin, the great wave
of the dominion of the Semitic Assyrion had passed over if, and nearly obliterated
all traces of the carlimr Chaldean forms, and as strangers ignorant. of the Janguagee,
it 1s hardly to Dbe expected that they would have dug up the fossil remiains of an
extinet religion,  The earliest native historian (Berosus) lived  after the time of
Alexander (s.c. 270 7}, so that he {oo was likely {o pass over what liad been so long
forgoiten. The one chance that now remains {o us for recovering it is (rom the cunei-
form inseriptions. Serpent Worship, so far as T know, has nol yel been looked for
among them, and till they are examined with special reference to the inguiry, it is
impossible to say where it may or may not be found. in the meanwhile, Siv Lenry
Rawlinson informs us, that Hea, or Iloa, the thivd person in the Babylenian trinity
of great gods, may be considered as the serpent deily, * sinee there are very strong
“ gvounds for connecting him with the serpent of Seripture, and (he paradisaicenl
“ Iraditions of the tree of knowledge and the tree of life,”’?

U Layard, Ninevely and it« Remains, abridged dition, p. 16.
2 Maurice, vol, VI pl. 5. p. 273.
3 Herodotus translated, &e., by Geo. Rawliason, vol. 1., p. 600.

R 2



1% INTRODUCTORY ESSAY.

The only direet testimony we have of Serpent Worship in Babylon is in that part
of the Book of Dawiel whicli is now printed separately in the Apoerypha,' and whieh
gives an aceouni of the destruction of Bel’s great Dragon whieh they of Babylon
worshipped.  The story fold there of the fraud of the priests and the indignation of
the people at the destruetion of their cod all hear xo strong an impress of probubility
that it is diffieult to doubt {heie truth,

The story as il stuuls, exeept in its catastrophe, is not unlike one related by
Alian,? as oceurring in Egypl, in the days of Ptolemy Euergetes.  The deseription
of the serpents of Metele s nearly identieal with this of Babylon, bul there the only
result was that the prying priest went mad, and for all we know the serpent continued
to reeeive his daily dole for long afterwards.

Heredotus, strange to say, deserts us in this dilliculty, and the only indication in
Diodorus iy in his description of the three statues that adorned the great Temple of
Behus; ihat of Rhea being accompanied by two very large silver images of serpents,
each weighing 30 talents; aml that of Juno, standing with her right hand resting
on 1 serpent’s hemd,”

No nention of Tree Worship has, so fae as known, heen hrought {o light in Baby-
Jonia, but in Assyria it is amonyg the most common forms of idolairous vencration.
The representations of this on Lord Aberleen’s black stone lias already Neen alluded
to, and it. ocews at least fwenty (Gmes as o prineipal objeet in Layard’s plates, and
very [requently sdso in Botfa,!

(L can badly be donbted hut that this is the Asherah or Grove so frequently
menfioned in the Bible, and isac true torne of Tree Worship; Imt no thorough investi-
zation has yel been made Ty any one competent to the fask, iw owler o ascertain
how and where il arose, or whal the exact ileas were which it represented.  Judging
a priori, | would feel Inelined 1o suggest, that the Serpent Worship was a peeuliarily
of the Turanian Babylonts of the old Chaldean Empive- Trece Worship that of the
Semitic Assyvians; bl oo great deal has yet 1o he done before this ean be cither
positively affimed o vejected, and the veasons Tor even suggesting it will be more
casily wnderstood when our present task is further advaneed.’

GrELck.
In atfempting to explain the phenomena presented by 1he architeetural history of
(ircece, it seems necessary, as a hasis for any reasonming on the subject, tp assume the
existenee in that country of {wo distinel and antagonistic races al one period of the

Uistory of Dol ainl the Dragong 1. 25, o o, ' Digdors, 11049, 0.
2 B, de Avinanl, XV, 5o, i f Monument de Niuive, Svolw, folio. Paris, 18 16-50,
* (e instaner may De s wall quetad Tieve, notas bearing diveetly on the Babytonian form of wi asliip, but

b trang its sinilneity e representations we find on coins® elsewhere in Indin,
7, ¥ P

ha T e ,a\_} The exlimder from which the representation s tuken isin the eolloction
=Y j_\‘_l_'l‘»ﬁf "\| of Mr. Stenart, and is engraved in Lajards Colte dde Mithra, Plate VI,
2 ':\‘.‘_‘1}_/\'_ fy

- Vo i b g without any indicstion by wihich its age coull bo delerminal,

] \/ == My impression i~ that sy of these eylinders, aml this mmong the number,

LN ﬂ—’:_-[ i1 oare more modern than i genernlly supposed, and  uny come down to
WL i .

— " Achavgninn timea.
Cruvprn, wirn Trrr ixp Senrssr, -

From Lujard, . L ALS B, vol YILL, Plate XXXTE
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story. The one race is represented hy the tombs, or so-called {rcasurics, of Mycenw
and OQrchomenos, and the megalithic polygonal masonry of the walls of the most
ancient cities. To the other helongs the chaste intellectual vefinement of the Dorie
order, while between the {wo intervenes 1he elogant and ormate Tonie as a compromise
combining the peculiarities of cach.

The first class of huildings have been ascribed to the Pelasgl; and though con-
siderable difference of opinton exists as to the exact ethnologieal position of those
people, and whence they came, there scems no valid objeetion o assuming that
they were a people of a race entirely different to the Llellenes, who afterwards super-
seded them, If not of purely Turanian race, they must have heen so elosely allied
to that family that, till the contrary is shown, they may be considered ax helonging
to it.

Tn like manner the Innte order as certainly veprosents an Asiatie. To some extent
it may be a Semitie clement in the popalation of Greeee, while the Dovie remains the
exponent of the intelleetual refinement {o which (he Aryan element attained diving
the short but dazzling outhurst of theiv greatness, ,

The same distinetion seems indispensable in treating of {he myiholosy ol ancient
Greece,  Assuming the Veda and the Zend Avesta o e exponents of the religious
feelings of the Aryans, it is impossihle to undérstand -if Loguage s any fest in such
a malter—how & people speaking a tongue so porely Arvan as {he Greek, coudd so
completely have relapsed into a Turanian ancestral worship ax we find that of Greeee
in its great age.  Unless n greal substeatum of (he inhabitants of CGyeeee helonged
{o the Turanian family, their religion, like their Linguage, oushi o Tave presented a
much closer affinity {o the earlier seriptures of the Aryan race than we find to De
the ense. The eurious anthropic mythology of the Greeian Pantheon seems ondy
explicable on the assumplion of a potential Turanian  clement in the population,
though the study of the language fails to reveal fo nx its existence.

Such an hypothesis s still more indispensable when we yeler to the Tree and
Serpent Worship that cerfainly prevailed to a greater or less extent durving the whols
period of Greelan hisfory, thongh of course more prominently during the earlier part,
Here again it is necessary to make a further distinetion, All the ewrlier myths yefor to
the destruction of serpents o of serpent races.  This continues down te the vetwrn of
tho Heraclidio; alter that time, when Hellenie supremacy was assured, we meel with
a kindlier feeling. The serpent then beeame the oracle—the gnavdian of the eity, or
the healing god,—the Agathodoomon in short.  In Greeee, as everywhere else, when a
new [ith once feels seeure in its position, it no longer objects to the forms which i
superseded, and these by degrees crop up agnin, and eventually hecome part ol least
of tho outward faith of people whose real sentiments may, nevertheless, he most
diametrically opposed to such superstition.

One of the oldest and most celebrated myths of Greeer relates the destruetion of
the dragon' Python by Apollo, and his taking possession of the oracle which the

U Chera seems Lo be no real or sclentifie diffrence in Greck hetween the word dzdser ninl "Ous, CGrenermdly,
however, Draco is applied do the uger, and serpeat to the smaller kind of soakes Deaco wonld Luedly e
applied o an asp or eobra; nor Ophis to one of the great sguardian serpents so lrequently allwded to. 1 can
hardly admit, however, the popular definition :—Anguis aquarum, Serpens teerarum, Draes temploram.,
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serpent guarded.  Cadmus fought and killed the dragon that devoured his men, and
sowing its teeth raised soldiers for his own purposes. In Indian langumage, he killed
the Niga Raja of Thelies, and made sepoys of his subjeets.  The tradition of the close
of the carcer of Cadnims and his wife is even more suggestive of Serpent Worship
than the events of their life. Their conversion into serpents as n cure for ills that
had hecome unbearable, and the respeel with which it is represented they were after-
wards regarded, point to a form of [aith that must have been st that time familiar
to the inhabitants of Greeee) :

The Argonnutic Txpedition was undertaken to reecover a flecee that hinng on a
saered tree, -j..','ll:ll‘tll‘(l by a dragon that Jason and his companions would have been
unable te eope with, unless they had been aided by the enchantments of Medea,  DBul
the ereat destroyer of scrpents in those days was Hereules,  Most appropriately was he
vepresented as strangling two serpeuts sent by Juno fo destroy bim while he was yot
in Lis epdle,  Jlis adventures in the Garden of the Hesperides 1s the pagan form of
the myth that most resembles the precious serpent-guarded fruit of the Garden of Eden,
though fhe moeal of the fable is so widely different.  ILix fight with the many-headed
Lernean Hydra, on the other hand, suggests the origin in the West of many-headed
serpents with which we are heecoming so familiae in the East, In the earlier repre-
sentations, apparently, he had only seven heads, but afterwards, as was also the case
i Tadiag they were indefinitely multiplied® A still ecavlier, perhaps tho carliest,
mention of this mythological animal is in Tomer, who speaks of a threc-headed snake
as adorning the haldviek of the huekler of Agamemnon®  As a Greeian peculiarity,
this many-headedness might he passed over, but it is interesting as Dbearing en the
stibjeet we have specially in hand.

Though generally represented ns the destroyer of Serpents, Hereules, on the other
hand, is said o have been the progenitor of {he whole race of Serpent-worshipping
Sevthians, throngh his iutereouwrse with the Serpent Lehidna®  There is uothing,
hiowever, inconsistent in this. The age in which he is said to have lived was one of
transition between two eivilizations,  An old Turanian Serpent-worshipping race were,
in Greeee, passing away with their religion, to make place for the Aryans and their
more intelleetnal  form of faith,  llereules was the popular embodiment of all the
favourite myths of the age; ad to him eensequently was aseribed the destruetion of
whatever was old wherever it was destroyod, as well as the perpetuation of whatever
remained wherever it was known to have heen preserved.

T ' thon terra tilius thues ingens,  Ilie ante Apollinem ex orneulo in Maonte 'arasso responsa dire solitus
erat,—Ilyginus, fub, L0, 10 we iy trast Lucian, de Asteologin, pv 344, a1 Delphi a virgln delivers the oraele,
(henee, the aymbol of the voustelldion Virgo) and aadmgon spenks fram umlee the tripml, becanse the
eotstellition Dreo appears among the stars,

2 Oyl Metamorph. JIT, 1, and 1V, 9,

3 I the vastern corvidor of e Ullizi, at Florenee, theee ix 8 marblo sarcophagus of u good nga (68}, on the
fient ol which are sewdplored il Tiboors of Hereules, The Hydme is here represented with tho hend wnd
shemhlers of o lwman being, the lower paet only from the waist downwards being serpentine.  From the shonlders
rise seven serpents.  The difference betweon them and the Todinn examples is, that each of the werpents st
Florenee luve aseparate neck and hewd, Tn Tudia they sre generally combind, 1 other respects the imngeﬂ
are identieal,

$ Ttiad, X1, 38,

5 [Terodotus, [V, 9, -



GREKCE. 15

After the return of thic IEeraclidw, serpents—as hinted above—seem to have been
kept at Delphi and in the caves of Trophonius;' in both instauces, apparenily, for
oracular purposes. But the great centro of Serpent Worship was Epidaurus, where
stood the famous temple of Asculapius and the grove affached to it, in which serpents
were kept and fidl down to the time of Pausanias. Some of these, aceording to him,
were of great size, measuring, he says, 30 cubits in length? It is not, however, clear
whenee thie myth of Aseulapius came, and when it was introdneed into Greeee.  There
was a temple dedieatled to this god in Alexandria, in whicl a huge serpent was kept;*
but this worship is as likely to have been taken there by the Greeks, ns brought thenee,
though the name and many features may he thought to betray an Egyptian origin.

Perhaps the most remarkable event epnneeted with the Epidiian serpent was
the embassy sent from Rome in the year 62 av.c. under Quintus Owzulinus,  The
deseription of the advent of the divine serpent is one of the most animated passages
in Ovid’s Metamorphoses,® and whicl, so far as the main faels 2o, is confirmed by
Livy? Valerius Maximus,® and Aurelins Vietor”  That sueh an embassy was send,
and brought back a serpend, seems undoubted, as alse that it was reccived with
diving honours by the populace of Rome, and it may also be admitled that the
plague was stayed after ils arvvival, hut whether in eonsequence of it or not is
another question.  The Romuns thought it was, and Serpeat. Worship was established
in Rome from that time forward. On the other hand, we learn from Pausanins’®
mention of it, that the .Esenlapian serpent eontimned to he venerated in Greeee till
after the Christian cra. *

Another, and almost as interesting an example for our present pueposes, ocenrred
in Athens.  When Mivnerva contended with Neptune for the eity, she eveated (he
olive, which beeame saered to her, and planted it on the Akropolis and huled over
the care of it 1o the Serpent God Erechthonios. e is sometimes represented like {he
giants, as ouly hall o serpent, the hody of wowan, the lower extremitics as serpentine.
Such, however, was not the usual or popular belief, inasmueh as we learn from
Herodotus,” that when the Persians were approaching Afliens the inhabitants, though
warned by the oracle, refused to leave their homes till they learned that {he great
serpent, the guardian of the citadel, had refused dix food, wul left the place, When
their Serpent God had deserted them, there was no longer any hope, and they Hed,

There ean be no doubt but that the ancient Tree and Sevpent. Temple stood wheee
the Lrechthewm now stands, and, being destroyed by the Persians, was vebuilt aftee-
wards in ils present form.  The tree, T believe, vecupied the Cavyatid Porfico, the
serpent the Jower cell adjoining, where also the well of Neptune seems to have heen
situated. The fane of the goddess oceupied the higher kevel, aud was approached hy
a different eutrance.”  DBe all this as it may, the veal point is that here we have in

I Tausanias, 11, p- 137, ! S Val Max. 1, &, 2,

2 T, eit, 170, i ¥ Auw Viclor, XX 1,
¥ Aling, de Animad, XV, 39, : ¥ Loe, suprn cit,

¢ Metamorph, XV, 5, i * lert, VIILL $1.

b Liv. X, 47, i

10 1 am sware {lnt in thix disteibution of the parts T differ fron Beulé, who excavaled this temple, and
puhlished the result of his reseurches, It would he ont of place to attempt to give iy reasous peve, but my
objections 1o his plan are not given without duy conxideraiion,
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Athens o temple dedicated fo Tree and Scrpent Worship, and perhaps the only one
speeially so devoted which is now standing in Greeee.!

Besides, however, the prominent instances in which the snake figures in Greck
mythology as {lie representative of the gods, or as delivering its oracles, or guarding
sacred places or things, its influenee oceasionally erops up in places where we should
least suspeet it,  Nothing, for exanple, can well e more curious than the story of
Alexander’s birth, as told by Plutareh®  That Olympias his mother should have kept
{aome snukes in the house ix searcely to be wondered at, as [llyria is a country where
they abound, el where also heir worship was prevalent. Tt is curious, however,
that it should he thought worthy of reeord that one was found in her bed, and
that Philip shouwld have believed in the possibility of the serpent being the real father
of Alexander the Great, The sume view is laken hy Lueian,® who scems to adopt
without hesilation the idea that Alexander was born of a serpent. Even Cicero* does
nol discountenance the story when he tells s that on the oceasion of the illness of
Piolemy, one of Alexander’s generls, from o poisoned wound, the serpent, of Olympias
appeaved to hiim inoa dren, having a oot in his month,  This Serpent, who, from the
context we are doed to infer, was the father of Alexander, then pointed out the plaece
where the herly grew, and the wound eaved by ifs application,

[ is possible that the story may have arisen fron some connexion with the Bacchie
mysteries, ndo which Olympias was initinted, and in whieh serpents always played a
promineat and impoctant pard, and we know thai. Alexander wished {o conneet lis
eastern conquest with that of the fadian Bacchus,® but egplain it as we will, the myth
i cwriots as avising i so advaneed a stage of Greelan enlighienment,

The traces of Tree Worship in Greeee are cven fuller and more defined than
these of the Sevpent Culius just alluded to.  In this iustanee we have fortunately
an elaborate feeatise on the subjeet by a thoroughly competent scholar,® fo which
the reader is relerred, and the slightest possible notice will consequently suffice for our
present prrpose.

As enel sueecading Buddhba in the Indian mythology had a separate and different
Bo Tree assigued to him, so each god of the elassical Pautheon scems to have had
some Leee appropriated as his emblem or vepresentative. Among the most. familiar are
the ik o heeel of Jupiter,” the lauvel of Apollo, the vine ot Bacchus.  The olive is
the well-kiown tree of Minerva.  The myrtle was saered {o Aphrodite.  The applo or
mange of the Hesperides helonged to Juno. . The populus was the tree of llercules,’
anel the pline lree was the < numen ” of the Adtridee. e

Of all these the oldest and most celebrated was the oak, or rather grove at
Dodona, oviginally founded by the Pelasgi,” it may be some sixteen centuries hefore
the Christian cra: it remaied an oracle {ill the time of- Constantine” It thus

VA the seulpinre of the Western Pedineni of the Parthenon bad not Deen g0 completely dastroyed, T
believe we should Iave fonnd the Olive Teee off Minerva, and the Serpent at its baso oecupying the ceniral
positim Lotween the sontending deities, 1 have seen it so restored, Tt T fear there is no veal authority for it,

T Platareh, ¥ita Alex. 11 ;. * Bitticher, Baumeultus der Hellenen, 8vo, 1856,

4 Eawian, dinl. Mort. XL L Preudn Kallisthenes, |, p. 554, pl 63,

I. 0, I 7 Puusaniny, ¥, p. 40, VII G43.
b Cierea de DPrivinar, 11, 66, ! 8 Pliny, 12. 2,
5 Arrinn, V.2 and 30 Quintus Cuetius, VI, ? Strabo, YVII, p. 327,

Lo, 12, 10 Aritides, L p 84, IT, p, 12, Max, Tyr. 14, L
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certainly swrvived, even if its foundation did not precede, that of its great rival, the
serpent oracle of the neighbouring Temple of Delphi. 1t was feom the brancles of
this time-honoured tree that the sacred pigeons, combining the vnstling of their wings
with that of the leaves, made up those sounds whiclh were interpeeted as oracles
throughout the whole period of Greeian history. IL was not, however, only as 2
shelter for the sacred pigeons, or that the wind might rustle through their leaves
and agitate the bells that hung among (heir branches, that the trees of the Dodonian
grove were held fo be sacred.  Tradition ascribed to them the power of speaking for
themselves, and even wlhen cut down, as in the case of the ship Arvgo, a picee of
the sacred oak inserted cither in prow or keel, had the power of communicaling to
these adventurous navigators the will of Jove!

Tt is not quite clear whether or not any structural temple, properly so ealled,
ever was creeted in the grove at Dodonn.  None ecertainly is deseribed by Pausanias
or anyone clse, and on the whole, the context seems {0 Dbear out the conclusion
that the -grove was the iemv, and that except altars and minor adjuncts it was not
profancd by any works of human hands.

The laarel al Delphi was as cclebrated as Dodona’s oak, It was under its shade
that Python the son of Earth songht refuge when wounded by the arrows of Apolto, and
where his oracle existed before the Sun god eonquered it The earliest temple here
was construeted of Larel wood, afierwards of bronze, und only in latev dayr of stone,
when apparently the oracle and with it lhe site of the tree were ineladed in {he

sanefnary.

The story of Dapline need hardly be alluded to.* Tt is so well known, and so is
the continnal use of the laurel throughout clissical antiquity as o sacred emblem of
Apollo, as a sign of vietory, the indispensable aceompaniment of every {ricmph, and
also as a healing power almost as imporiant as the serpent of Asculapius.?

In the opening cintos ol the Thiad there is a scene whieli may serve as well as any
olher to illustrate the feelings of the Grecks on s subject.” Wien {he host was
delained in Aulis, and Agamemnon was sacrificing under the shade of o sacved plane
{rce, a serpent creeps from wnder the altar, and, elimbing the tree, devours deliherately,
one after the other, the cight nestlings of a spurvow.  The ninth one was the mother
bivd herself, thus prophesying the nine years they were to {arey hefore they conquered
the wide-streeted Troy. To authenticate the “wonder, the serpent was {hen meta-
morphosed by Jupiter into stone, and we learn afterwards, that the tree was considered
as sacred, inasmuch as Pausanias saw the wood of il preserved in the Temple of
Diana in the sceond century.® Thal nothing may he wanting to complete this as an
illustration of their worship, it was while the Greeks were detained at Aulis that
Agutaemnon was—like Abraham-~constrined o sacvifice his child, hut as a goat was
aceepted for the ovne, so the Greeian hero was saved from a similar sorrow hy the
substitution of a deer by the goddess Diana. This looks like a period of transition,
when at least the most objeelionable features of the old faith were hecoming obsolete,
and might practically be set aside.

1 See Bowicher, Boumeulius, pp. 113, 164, b Nee Botticher, pp. 344-343,
¥ LEuripides, Iph, in Tnur, 1245, & Puwsunins, EX, 744,
4 At conjux quouisin men non potes esse, 4 lomer, liad 11, 304, ct seq.

Arbor eris certe, dixit, mea.—Ovid, Mcta, I, 658,
(831%.) C
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It would be casy to multiply these instances of Treo and Serpent Worship among
the Greeks to almost any extent; but enough has probably been adduced to show how
important a part it played in the mythology of Greece during the wholo period of her
independent Listory, When to this we add the knowledge of the purely anthropic and
ancestral character of her popular Pantheon, we cannot but feel how little title Greece
has to that purcly Aryan rank which her Janguage would seem to assign to her, There
must always have been a very large admixture of Turanian blood in the veins of the
inhabitants of that country, varying, of course, in extent in the different states, but
except, perhiaps, in Sparta, nowhere entirely cvanescent,

IraLy,

It docs not appear, from anything that has yet been brought to light, that the
Eiruscans were cither worshippers of Serpents or of Trees, It is true the evidence is
not conclusive, and is at best merely negative, 'We have none of the seripturcs of the
people. We cannol vead their inseriptions, and such temples and religious odifices
as remain are all of late date, contemporary with the advanced Roman eivilization,
and when eonsequently they may have been weaned from their carlicr superstitions.
Tt mity also he observed that Serpent and Tree Worship are exactly those forms which
are least likely to leave permanent. traces of their existence except through the traditions
of the people in some form of writing. When tho Tree or Grove is eut down all
iraces of it arc soon obliterated, amd natural decay alone is quile suflicient to cause
its complete disappearance, and when {he Scrpent dies there is no longer a god or an
image of one in the sancluary.

These considerntions must make us pause before giving any very decided opinion
on the subject; for, reasoning & priori, the Etruscans were just such a people as one
would suspeet of heing likely to indulge in such a form of faith.

Thehr guasé Turanian origin, their aneestral worship, the importanee they attached
to sepulehral rites, the very absence of temples of a permanent character, and many
other cireumstances, would lead us to expeet to find this worship among them, but
Ul it is found it is needless to insist on what al best are mere analogics,

One, however, of the first religions acts of tho Romans brings us back {o an old
line of memories. When Romulus, sp says the tradition, had slain Acron king of
Cenina in single comlat, he hung the “Spolia Opima™ on an ancient oak on the
Capitoline ill, which the sheplierds before that iime had considered, as sacred, and
there marked out the honudaries of the Temple of Jupiler, which was the first and
became afterwavds the most sacred of Roman temples.!

On the other hand, almost the only tradition that scems to give a local and
indigenous form to Serpent Worship is that connected with Lanuvium, a place sixfeen
miles south of Rome, Tlere we learn from Elian there existed a large and dark
grove, and near it o {emple of the Argive Juno, In this place was a vast and deep
cave, the abode of a great serpent, To this grove the virgins of Latium were faken
annually to ascertain their chastity, which was indicated by the dragon? If the
serpent accepted the offering, not only was their purity cunsidered as established, but o
good and fertile scason was surc to result from the success of the ordeal A similar

! Livy, L 10, 3 Aliun, Var, Hist. 1X. 16, 5 Propertiuy, Eleg, VIIL 4,
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oracle seems to have existed in Epirus, where a circular grove once stood surrounded
by a wall in which tho sacred serpents werc kept, descended it is said [rom the great
Python of Delphi, and here dedicated to Apollo. On the great festival of {he year o
virgin priestess entcred the grove naked, holding in her hand the saerod food. If
they took it readily, a fruitful harvest and a plentiful year were sure to follow, if
they refused, it was considered as the gloomiest of augurics.” The one differeree
between the two oracles being that in the Eastorn oracle the serpents were not called
upen to decide as to the clastity of the priestess, but mercly to prophesy as to the
prospeets of the year.

Except in the instance of Lanuvium the {races of {his primifive religion beeame
infinitely more scarce in Italy than they were fonnd to be in Greece, but whether
this arises from their non-exisience, or merely beeanse they were not recorded, is by no
menans elear. Ay mentioned on a previous page,® the actual worship of the serpent
was introduced from Lpidaurus to Rome 402 A.v.c., but the fact of such an embassy
being sent on this occasion indicates a degree of faith on the part of the people, which
could only lhave aisen from previous familiarity.

In the Augustan age, enlightenment was too far advaneed for such a primitivo form
of failh to have any real hold ou the public mind, Tndeed, when such a treatise as
that of Cicero “De Natura Deorum ™ beeame popular many much more advaneed heliefs
than that in serpents were frembling in the halance, but the poets still delighted in
referring to those forms which time and mystery had long rendered venerable, Ovid’s
Metamorphoses are [ull of passages referving to {he important pal which the Serpent
pevformed in all the {raditions of Classie Mythology.

Every one is Luniliar with the eircnmstances of {he two snakes sent hy Minerva
to destroy Laocoom,” for his attempl to andeevive {he fated Trojans.  Their task
accomplished, they songht vefuge hehind the shickl of Tallas in her temple in {he
towi,  Still more charncteristic was the appearance of a serpent from the tomb,
when Eneas was sacrilicing to the manes of his father Anchises,® and Tis hesitation
as to whether the nnexpeeted apparition 'should be cousidered as the geuins loci, or
an attefidant on his deceased parent.

In the other pocets there are numerous allusions to Serpents and Serpent Worship,
which in themselves, taken separately, would not be of mueh imporiance, and which
conscquently it would be tedious to quote, théugh taken altocether, with the other
information we possess, they do indicate a prevalenco of reverence for the serpent in
Rome greater than might he expected [rom so enlightened and so frecthinking o
community, There is one passage, however, in Perscus® which it is impossible to
pass over. It is that in which the satirist owrders “two serpents to he painted
“ on the wall to indicate that ihe place is sacred.” The form of this painting we
learn from several examples at Pompeii and Hereulancum,® where fwo of somewliat
conventional form, and in very conventional attitudes, approach an altar or some
object which their presence scems intended fo sanetify. There is every reason to
suppose that such vepresentations were mmeh more commen than the few remains

1 Alinn, do Animal, XT, 2. 5 Pingo (duos sangues:

¥ Vide unte, p, 13, Pueri, sacer cst locus,—Sat. 1 112,
3 Virgil, Aneid, 1. 200 and 227. % Antichita J'Ereolane, 1V, p. 65, pl xii, ;
* Tid, V. 84, et seq. i Muzois, IL. pl, 24, &e,
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we possess might al fiest sight lead us to suppose, and that the serpenis were also
frequently represented as the genii loci! and as mixed up with Mithraie or Treo
Worship The instances in which this occurs are so munerous that if collected
together they would appear at [first sight to make oub a strong case, but notwith.
standing all this the inhabitants of lmperial Home cannol fairly be said to have
been cither a Teea or Serpent worshipping race. It is curious to observe, liowever,
how some of the greal men ameng the Romans still ehevished the remnants of s
superstition,  Seipio Africanus® is reported to have believed that he had Deen nursed
By o serpent, und  Augustuy allowed il {o he understond that his mother Atia had
received bim Irom a serpent, remembering probably the story of Olympias, the mother
of Alexander the Greab The people of Rome, it is said, on one oceasion showed
more sympathy with the yoong Domitius (alterwards Nero) than with his half-hrother
Britannicus, beeause “scepents had onee walehed over his chilithood.”

The Emperor Tiberius® kept a tame serpent for his amusement, but when he
found it one morning cateu by ants he deew the avgury that he must heneeforward
gnard himself against an attack from the many-headed multitude. ITadrian, it js
said, procured a large serpent from India, which he placed in the Temple of Jupiter
Olympius al Athens, whieh he had just rebuiil.

It is a difficull question {o delermine how far the vepresentation of serpents on
coins may he faken as indieating the existence of Serpent Worship in (he eitics to
which they belong, or to what extent they shonld be considered as merely heraldie,
like other animals or plants which were emblematie of other cities.®  If they might
be enlisted, the enius of Tyre® would go far to confirm what we gather from olher
sources {anle, p. 10) of the prevalence of Serpent Worship there,  The most remarkable
series, however, of coins of thix class are those known as Cistophoroi, belonging to

No. 2. certain cities of Asia Minor.  Ou the olverse of these there is generally
in the centre a how case supported by two serpends standing ereet,
the one apparently male, the other fewmzle, and accompanicd by
¢mblems, the meaning of whieh is not casily determined. On the
reverso they generally have a cista mistica, bull open, and from it a
serpent s dssuing (Woodewt No. 1), Arvcund this there is o wreath
of vine leaves and grapes, indicating clearly a connexion with the

RoMan 'eocaNsrLAR . . .
Com e Teanes. Bacchic mysteries, where such a cist was employed, and in which

serpents always performed an important part.

All these serpent coins helong {o the Roman period, the carliest aPparcntly heing
struck during the pro-consulship of Q. Tullius Ciccro (brother of {he orator) B.c, 91,
and after being the coinage of Asta Minor for more than a century they fade into

L Antiechild d'Eveolimo, vol. L pl, xxxix, .

2 The Serpent ulways pleys an important part in oll represontutions eonneoted with tho worship o Mithra,
In the recently dliseovend Mitheaie Templs under the chureh of 8¢, Clements, at Rome, the whole of the face of
the sttar, behind that occupicd hy the principal divinity, i3 devoted to the apparently co-tqual Serpent God,

1 (ellive, Noet, Att, VI, 1. ! 9 Suetonius, Vil ‘Iih, T2,
+ RBuctonins in Aug. e, Y4, .7 Xiphilin, Rown. Hist. Script, 1, 358,

& Tueitus, XTI, 11,

8 The British Museum has reeently acquired an impurial copper ¢oin representing an imuge of Diang Artemis
on the sunmit of n tree, and two serpents marding it+ base, apparoutly agninst the attacks of two men, wlo soem
to b attempting to gel posseseion of tho jmage of the goddess, by cutting down the tree on whicl it iy placed.

$ Maurice, Indinn Ant. ¥E p. 273,
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the imperial coinage of the empire.! Those which have been found up {o the present
time belong to the following ten cities (Pinder says cleven, but Parium is doubtful),
Pergamos, Thyatira, Smyrna, Ephesus, Sardes, Laodicea, Adramyitium, Tralles,’
Apames, and Nysa. As will be observed, this list comprises all the Soven churches
of Asia, with the exception of Philadelphia, and it is by no mcans clear that it, too,
may not be cventually ineluded. Is this eoincidence accidental?  If not absolutely,
it cocrtainly is necarly corrcet to assert, that no people adopled Buddhism except
thoso among whom Serpent Waorship can certainly bo {raced as pre-existing, and it
appears probable that the worshippers of the serpent should in like mavner he nmore
open to the influence of Christianity than the refined and seeptical Greek or Roman.

This is not the place lo attempt the investigation of such a subject, even if
the materials existed for the purpose, hut I may state, that my impression is, that
these coins and other evidence® do prove the existenee of a form of Serpent Worship
in the citics of Asin Minor till after the Christian cra. And, if 1 am not mistaken,
the presenee of such a form of faith may Dave influenced the carly spread of
Christianity in these cities to an extent not hitherlo suspected.

GERMANY,

We look in vain through ihe classical authors for any trace of Serpent Worship
among the Germans, nor indeed ought we to expeet to find any among a people so
essentially Aryan as they are, and always were; while, on the other and, we have
not i Germany, as we find in Grecee, any fraees of {hat underlying race ol less
intellectual Turanians who scem everywhere fo have been ihe Serpent worshippees
all the world over.

By whatever name they may have Deen known, these Ophlite vaces scem, in
Europe at least, never to have penetrated fr infand from the shore of the sea. ‘The
.deeply-indented coasts of Greece thus presented a singulavly favoarable locality for
their settlement.  They swarmed up the rivers of Franee, and the shores of such an
Sinland sea as the Baltic was also well suited to their habits,  They were adepts ol
draining lakes or embanking the estuaries of the rivers on which they setttod.  Pish
seems to have been theiv principal food, and fishing consequently their clief occupation,
What domestic animals they possessed they pastured on the allavial plains which
were kept clear of forests and fertilized by the floods.  Such a people were, however,
utterly incompetent to deal with the forests that covered the soil of Germany, and
incapalle of that steady organization of Iabour without which success in agriculiure
is impossible ; espeeially under so rigorous @ climate, and conditions so unfavourable
a8 those which the swface of Germany must have preseuted to the carliest setilers
there,

If, however, we find no traces of Serpent Worship amonyg the purely Teutonic raees,
the evidences of Tree Worship are numerons and complele.  Tacitus, in his Germania

1 The twst account, 2o far ax | koow, of these coins is in n papee by M, Pinder, in the Transactions of the
Akal. der Wissenschafton. DBerlin, 1835, Ag what is sald in the text iv oainly based on this, it will not
be necensury to refer to it agnin.

2 Those of Tralles have alse the ludian humped Lull on the obverse (pl. 1, igs, 18 and 20), though what
thiy moy mean it is impossible to say. 33,5 30.

? Herodotus, 1. 78.
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alludes to it frequently. In one place he distinetly states that the Germans have no
images, and decline to enclose their gods within walls, but consecrate groves and woods,
within which they eall on the name of God.'! They called together the people of
their own race in woods sanctified by the auguries of their forefathers or pristine awo,’
and sacred groves and trees are meniioned hy name both by him and Coesar’ The
most frequent meudion, however, of the sacred groves and trees of the Germans is to
be found in the carlicr Cludstion writers, who, when narrating the events that
accompanied the conversion of the nation fo Christianity, relate how these were cut
down and destroyed, in order that the old superstitions might be eradicated. These
Lave heen collected and arranged by Grimm * with his usual industry and intelligence,
so that il is hardly necessary bere to go over the same ground again. The conclusion
he arrives al {p. 60) is that “individual gods might have dwelt on hill-tops, or in
“ caves, or rivers, bul {he festal wniversal religion of the people lad its abode in
“ geoody, and nowhere has another temple yet been found.”

The fivst eawe of the Christian missionaries, wherever they went, was to cut down
the groves of the Pagans, and to descerate thetr ancient places of worship, or to speak
more correetly, o conseerale them to their own religion by the erection of a chapel
or clirel within their sacred precinets.  They soon discovered that by the first course
they only excifed the wreath and enmity of the natives, by the latter they eonciliated
them, and drew them inseusibly towards the purer faith; but they fail to tell us how
long these quasi converts persisted in venerating in their hearts the god-like grove
rather {lan {he miserable stone and nortar house in which the priests told them
their new god alone consenled to dwell.

It would he well worth while, it anyone would fake ihe trouble, to trace how
long frees and groves continued to he objeets of vencration after the Germans were
convertdd Lo Clivistiantly.  Oue of the Inst and best known examples is that of the
“Stoek am Eisen™ in Vienna, the sacred iree info whicl every apprentiee, down to
very reeent {imes, helore sefting out on his “ Wanderjahre,” deove a nail for luck, It
now stinls in ihe centee of hat great eapital, the last remaining vestige of the sacred
grove ronml which the ¢ty as grown up, and in sight of the proud cathedral of the
Christian, which has superseded and replaced its more vencrable shade.’

SARMATIA.

I a line were drawn from the shores of the Caspian Sea north 8 the Cancasus
to the mouth of the Vistula or Dwina in the Baltie, it would be coincident with ono

1 Taeituy, Germ, Y. # 1'viven formidine, Loc. cit. 39,

A Loce. eit, AN 43, Coesar, Ann, 20125 4, 73,

#[le Thonds use neither temples nov images in theiv worship.  They cnnnet comprehond, and regard
ad uhsurd the iden of hailding s house in Lononr of the deity, or the expectntion that he will bo pecalinrly
preseut in auy plaee risembling o lwoan Lubitation,  Groves kept sacved from the axey hoar rocks and hill top,
fountiing anid tha Laoks of streums, are in their cyes the fittest pluces for worship.”—Major Charieris
MucPherson, Journal Royal Asiatic Sueiety, vol. XTIL p. 235.

+ Deutschie Mythologie, e TV, pp. 47 10 77,

8 The fostival of the Christmas tree ot the prosent duy, s0 common throughout tho whole of Germany, is
almost undoubtedly s remnant of the Tree Worship of their ancostors.
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of the oldest routes of communication between the cast and the west. If we are
correet in assuming that Tree and Serpent Worship had their origin in the Last, it
was most probably by this road that any traces of them that ave fonnd in the north
of Europe must have found their way thithev. Tt was on this voute that Hercules
met the serpent-maiden Echidna, and where she gave birth to the Lponymous hero
of the Seythian nation.! Iferc, too, resided the Amazons, the female warriors, whose
institutions secm so mysteriously conneeted with Serpent Worship, At the fur end
of this route Procopius tells us that “in his day the harbarians worshipped forests
“ and groves, and in their barbarous simplicity placed trees among their gods.” ®

In Sarmatia, according to Erasmus Stella, « for some {ime they had no saered rites;
gt length they arrived at such a pitch of wickedness that they worshipped serpents
“ and trees.,”” The Samogitw, wo are fold, worshipped ihe serpent 1 a god, and if
any adversity befel ihem, concluded that their domestie serpents had heen nesligently
served. In Lithuania the people “Delicved vipers and serpents to he gods, and
* worshipped them with great vencration.”  Jerome of Praguc, in the fifteenth contury,
according to Silvius, saw these wretehed idolaters offer sacrifices to serpents.  Every
householder had a snake in the corner of his house, 1o which he gave food and offered
sacrifice. Cromer?® charges the Prussians with the same idolatry, and Masius* men-
tions a royal town near Wilna where in lis day (adhue) serpents were worshipped
by many of the inhabitants, and in Livonia it is cbaraeteristically added {hat the
inhabitants were aceusiomed to sacrifice 1heir most heautiful eaplives to their serpent
gods,’

None of these indications are worth much in themsclves, and the authoritics on
which they rest are not such as will bear the test of eritical examination, but the
general impression they leave is, that Scrpent Worship must have provailed in BEastern
Euwrope to 2 great extent during the middle ages. 1t scems ineredible that the auwthors
named, and cspecially sueh a work as that of Olaus Magnus, shonld be so full of
ancedotes of serpents and Serpent Worship in o country where nothing larger 1han
a viper or adder naturally is found, il there were not some foundation for their
belief,

Olaus Magnus,® quoting from Crantzius and Mechavita, states that the Poles
worshipped their gods, Fire, Serpents, and Trees,” in woods.  This state of (hings, he
says, lasted in Poland down to the year 138G, when the prinee and his bretheen
wero converted to Christianity; but he adds, that though ncarly cxtinguished, these
superstitions still linger (1655) in remote parts of Norway and Wermelandia. Tn
addition fo this, however, we have cvidence which it scems impossible to dould, that

1 Meredotus, IV, 9, # De Tebus Polon. ITT, 13,

2 Do Bello Gotico, I1. 471, Bonn, 1831, * e it Goennan, e, 29,

5 This parngraph is abridged from Deancs Serpent Worship, p. 245, of aeq. I have nol been able w0
verify the references,

8 Lib. IIT. ch. L.

7 Rubenns, o Benedictine monk, being ordered to visit Dorpat in 1588, “on hix wiy prssed through the
“ shcred woods of the Ksthonians, e waw thero a pine tree of extraordinary bigness, the branches of which
# were full of picces of old cloth, and the roots covored with many Lundles of hay and straw.

* He nsked whut was the meaning of it, and was answered hat (he inhabilants adored that tree, nmd that
« women after o safo delivery bronght thess bundles, They had ulso a custom ab cortain times to offer £ tun
# of beer, &.”  DBayle's Dictionary, English translation, 1737, vol. 1V, p, 92y,
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hoth Trees and Serpents were worshipped by the peasantry in Esthonia and Finland
within the limits of the present century (sce Appendix A), and even then with all the
characteristics possessed hy the ol faith wlhen we first become acquainted with it.!

SCANDINAVIA,

Among the problems that perplex the investigator of northern antiquitics there
are few that present so many difficultics «as those which coneern the advent of
Woden, and the origin of the religion of which he was the ehief.  Ilitherto o solution
has frequently heen sought in a connexion supposed to exist between the northern
veligion and 1hat known in Indin under the iitle of Buddhism. By assuming Woden
{o il(l\'f‘ migrated from the casi, and Drought that religion with him, the difficulties
which perplex the subjeet have 1w a ceriain éxtent been assumed as explained.  The
more closely, however, the question is examined the less hope does there appear to be
that a solution ean he reached in this direction.

"There are nol, perhaps, in the whole world two religions so diametrically and so
essentially opposed to one anofher as Buddhism and Wodenisin, nor two persons so
different as the gentle Sdkya Muni, who left a kingdom, family, and friends to devote
fifly-lthree years of his Dlamcless life to the attempt to alleviate the sufferings of
mankind, and Odin, “the terrible and severe God, the Father of slaughter: he who
« eiveth vietory and reviveth courage in the confliet: who nameth those that arve
“ 1o he slain.’®

The leading doetrinal characteristic of Buddhism in its early form is its atheism;
the Seandinavian, on the olher hand, had Woden, Thor, Freya, and a host of
minor gods, rulers of men during their lifelime, and continuing the aetive personal
interlerence with ihe affaies of men after their clevation,  Among the practical
characteristies of Buddhism there was, ficst, the remarkible extension of the Jewish
Conumandment, “Thon shalt do no murder” into Thou shalt not Kill,” including
in the prohibition everything thad had life; while the greafest glory of the nerthern
hero wis (e nunber of his cnemics he had slain, and nothing escaped from his
Jovous bloodthivstiness,  Another peenliavity of Buddhism was the negation of all
worldly pleasures and enjoyments, It is hardly possible to conecive anything
more incongruous than would have been the presence among the roistering mead.
drinking warriors of the north, of a yellow-robed asectie, sworn to celibacy, living
on alms, and devoling his life to pious contemplation; his one hspe and highest
aspiration  Dbeing, {hat aller infinite transmigrations he might be so purified by
suffering that he might evenlually obtain abselute rest by aunihilation and absorp-
tien into the original essence of all things, Tow different this from tho northern
Walthalla.  “The heroes,” says the Edda, “who are received into the palace of
“ Odin have cvery day the pleasure of arming themselves, of passing in review,
“ of ranging themsclves in order of batile, and of cutting one another to picees;
“ but xo soon as the time of repast approaches they return on horschack all safe

' Der Elsten nberglinhisebe gelieniiche, &e,, von J. W. Boccler, belenchtet von ¥, R. Kreutewald, St.
Petershurg, 1854,
® Mauller, Northern Antiy, (Bohn's edition), p, 21,
4 Mallet, Nerthern Antiy, p. 104,
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“ and sound to the hall of Odin, and fall to cating and drinking, Though the
“ number of them eannot he counted, the {lesh of the hoar, Seehrinwir,! is suflicient
“ for them all; cvery day it is served up at table, and every day renewed enfire.
“ Their heverage is ale and mead, One single goal, whose milk is wmead, furnishes
“ cnough of that lquor to intoxicate all the heroes. Odin alone drinks wine;
“ wine is for him hoth meat and drink. A evowd of virgins wait on the heroes
“ at table, and fill their cups as fast as they empty them.”

This, certainly, is not Buddhism, at least as that religion is kvown fo us hy
anything that has hitheelo been published on the subjeet.  How far the vevelations
of the sculptures of the Sanchi Tope and Cuttack Caves may indnee ux to change
our opinions of the ewlier forms of {hat [ith remains to he seen. ’.[‘l.u-rv is,
certainly, a mucel greater sinilarily between the Buddbism of {he Topes and the
Seandinavian mythology than hefween it and the Buddhism of the hooks, or as
preached by Sikya Muni; bul sl the gulf Letween the fwo ix immense, and if
any traces of the doetrines of the genfle aseelie ever existed in the hosoms of Odin
or his followers, all that ean be said s, that they saffered femeful shipwreek wmong
the rocks of the savage saperstitions of the north, and xank, never again to appear
on the swface of Scandinavian mythology. Tf the two religions came anywhere
in contaet if Is at their base, and hefore the Indian forn was veformed in the sixth
century, 8.¢., for underlying both {heye seems to have existed o strange substeatum
of Tree and Nerpeut Worship on this the two strnetures seems (o lave heen raised,
though they afterwards diverged into forms so stinngely dissimilar,

As will be scen in a subsequent pael ol {his work, veeent diseoveries have
narrowed, 1o a ecrfain extent, the walf which sepaated them at the time ol thetr
areatest development, and it is by no wmeans impossible 1l if we are able (o go
furthier back they may be found to approximate still more closely,  We do nol how-
cver, at present, see mueh prospeet. of wachimg a point where the fwo may come in
contaet, exeept al the point where {hey both stael from their fundmmental Seepent.
Waorship; but the inquiry is too new, and the faets yet gathered are far from Leing
sufficient to cuable us to speak with anything like eerlainty, except regarding the
lator forms of either of these faiths.

The wyth of the Ygedrasil ash is told in  considerable detail in the Prose
Edda, though its meanivg will havdly be understood {ill we are more familiar with
the corresponding features in Indian mythology.

“0f was under the ash, the chicfest and holiest seat of the gorls, that (hey
“ agsembled every day in council,  The branehes spread over the whole world, and
“ eyen reach to heaven above, It has threee roots, one stood over Mimir's well, in
“ which wim‘om and wit lic hidden; and one over Niflheim, a place whee those
“ wicked people are sent wha die from natural causes, and this rool it s, that is
“ continually gnawed by the serpent Nidhogg, with whom in Hwergelmir there are
* w0 many snakes that no tongne can recount them.? The third voot of the ash s

T Mallet, Prose Fdda, 424
3 Pliny refers to the connexion of the scrpent with tho ash, but in o different sense (NVE L3 Tle says
sunkes will not vewt in its shudow, but shun it at o distance, and adds, from © personal expovienee,” that, *if a
“ serpent is 8o surtounded by a fonce of ash leaves thut he eannot senpe except by passing throogh fire, he will
« profer the fice vather than pass through the leaves.”
(8214.) D
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“ in heaven, under it is the holy Urdar fount; it is heve the gods sit in judgment.
“ Near thiy sit the three Norms or fates, who fix the lifetime of all men. In its
“ branches sits an cagle who knows many things, and a squirrel, Ratatosk, runs
*up and down, and secks to cause strife between the Fagle and Nidhogg. Four
“ harts run ncross the branches of the teee and bite the buds.” In addition to
this is the greal Midgard serpent Jormungand, “who being of parentage ol had
“ augury, was Unown by All-Father (Odin) into the occan, hut the mnonster grew
“ o sach an cnormous size, that Twolding his tail in his mouth, he encireles the

-

LN

“ whole carth,

Without continuing {hese quotations Murther at present, enough has perhaps heen
hrought lorward 1o show thal Ygudeasil is in the first place & reminiscence of the trees
of fate and knowledge of the Garden ol Lden, though wisdom lay in a well of water
at the oot of the northern tree, of which Odin deank and gained knowledge,? instead
of eating its fruit, which, with an ash, was not a probable form of the myth. Tt is
also probably enough o enable us to reeognize in the cagle, the Garuda, and in the
Nidhoge, the Nigas of casfern [able, though the squirrel does not there appear to
lave Twen necessiey o keep alive the enmity that always existed between them.
And in Thor fishing for the Midgard serpent, and the parl e is to play at the
end ol all things, we may without dilliculty recognize n veflex of the churning of
the ocenn and the renewal of all things hy Vishnu through 1he instromentality
of the great serpent.  As wight be expected from fhe natuee ol the country and
style of s histovians, we have Jewer accounts ol the actual form of the worship
than ol it doetrinal importance, Sl we ae fold® thal in frout of the great
Temple at Upsala “ dhere grew a huge tree of unknown kind, that spread with
“ large boughs, and was green Dboth summer “and winter,” and near the same
temple a sacred grove, every {ree and cevery leaf of which was considered the most
sacved thing i the world.t Tt was culled Odin’s Grove, and in it the most solemn
sacrifices were performed, cspecially every ninth year, when nine wnan vielims
were sacrificed from among the caplives i in ime of war, or nine slaves il 'in time
of peace,

The serpent is not mentioned as an actnal objeet of worship in any writlen
history ; though no doubt the superstition prevailed with the others down to the
time when the whole was abolished in {he ninth century on the iniroduction of
Christianity. Yet we are told that in the sixteenth century, *“There are houso
“ gserpents which are aecounted in {he northern parts of Sweden as™household gods ;
“ they are fed with sheep and cows’ milk and to hurt them is a deadly sin.” The
same author tells us that “serpents rest deep under the roots of hirch {rees, the
“ multitude of  ihem cause beat with their breath, and so keep the leaves green in
« winter.”*  All this is foolish cnough, but the thousand and one storics about
serpents which crowd the pages of the good Archbishop of Upsala suffice to show
that even in his day the superstition had not died out among the common people,
and though scrpents were no longer worshipped, the time when they were so was

L Translation of Prose Feidn, (10, ot . ' b Mallet, pa 113,
2 Tage 411, & (Olauy Magnus, XXL 47 and 48,
4 (laus Magnuy, 111, 5 - .
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not yet forgotten' At the same time it scoms tolerably clear that such a serpent
mythology as existed in Sweden could never have sprung up naturally in so northern
a climate, where all the snake tribe are so insignificant, I{ must have been ime-
ported from the East, thougl we have yet to learn by whom this was done, and at
what cxact time it was cffected,

Fraxce,

We scem to know less of the primitive worship of the early inhabifants of Gaul
than of {liat ol almost wny other country of Europe. This may arise partly because
the Gaws were so fur cvilized before the classical anthors hecame aequainted wilh
themn, ihat their old beliefs had lost mucl of their individuality and freshiness, while
they wore not so far advanced or eivilized al the time when Christianity blotted out.
the old religiong, as fo leel suflicient interest in them o care to record their forms,
A good deal also is no doubt due to the et thal the subjeet Tas nol been care-
fully investigated by wny competent authority sinee the new sehool of eviticism
was introduecd,  The French antiquarians do not yet seem to have discovered §he
sife ehannel between the whirlpools ol eredulity and the dey sand hanks of frigid
seeplicism,

Newdy all that we know of the religion of the anelent Gauls is galiwred {ront
the celebrated pissage in Ciesar’s Commentaries,” when he panses from the nareative
of his exploits to deseribe the eivil and veligious nstilutions of {he people e lind
conquered,  In this accomd there is absolufely no mention of cither Tree or Serpent
Worship; on the contrary, he tells us that {heir principal deity was Meveury, not
probably the god known by that nfine in the Reman Pantheon, hut it may be Woten
or some such synonym,  Alter hine eame Apollo, Mars, Jupiter, amd Minerva.
Rudher o strange seleetion, and stranger dassilication if we are to aceept them as the
Romag yods whoese names they bears hat most probably they were local detties who,
to his apprehension, more closely resembled these gods than any other his readers
might be acquainted with,

Casar's asserfion that {he Druids were {lie priests, and by inference the anly
priests of the Gauls, is cousiderably modified by the subsequent testimony of both
Strabo* and Diodorus ' who divide the priests info three elasses, the DBards, the
Druids, amd the Soothsayers.  All these authors agree in deseribing the principal rite
to comsisl in sacrifiees, performed apparently in the open air, and hy inferenec in
groves.  They also agree in stating {hat huaman vietims were lrequently immelated
in what appears {o have been considered the most solemn and aceeptable of their

. »
sacred rites,

1 Castren, in his Travels o Laplond, gives somo very curious defails sbont the foclings of the Lapps
willh regard 1o Serpent wnd Tree Worship wl the present duy,  Accordisg (o iheic teolitons, Sunkes,
like men, live in socictivs, cacle with a eantuin mul sohovdingte oflieers; onee o year onch community
meets In gevernl sesembly, aml not ouly has enclt serpent the right 1o Teimg his owu grievanees forwaed, bat e
Jurisdiction of the chiel extends to wen who have slain or oflinled any of his subjects, Heise Erinnerivagen
s den Jubren TR3H-44, pp. GG-T7, A good deal of nformation on this subjeet will he found in a Swedish
work by Hyllen-Cavalling, entitled Wirenl och Wirdnrne, Do 142, for the worship of Trees as at present
existing, ond pp. 329 to 332 for thut of Serpents,

2 De Bello Gail, VI, 13,720, ¥ Greographien, 1V, 275, * Hist, V3L

b2
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Nolwithstanding the silence of the principal authorities, we are nol without
evidence as o Tree Warship having  prevailed.  Maximus Tyrivs;' for instance,
distinetly asserts that the “ Celts worship Jupiter, hut uwnder the form of a tall oak
{ree;" snd Pling* deseribes in detail {he veneration of the Druids for the oak,
especially  (he mistletoe, whicl grew on the oak, the cercinony accompanying its
renovad Leing apparently in Pliny’s eyes the most important of those counccted with
he worship, L is, however, more [rom Christian writers that we aequire a convietion
that Tree Worship prevailed extensively among the Celts?

There is, for instanee, the famons pear free, that grew at Auxerre in the fourth
cenfury, which wis hung with trophies of the chase, and vencrated ax god hy the
people to xueh an extent that its destruetion by the 1loly Amator was considered a
teinmph, not only worthy to he related at length in the life of Genarins,' but sung
in indiflerent Latin verse souwre eentuwries afterwards by IMerviens”  From the Life of
St Amnndus © we learn thal geoves and trees (wrdores of Ligne pro dits eolererl) were
worshipped T the north of Franee, neay Beanvais (Belvacenee), and the destruetion
ol the tree, which was dedieated to the devil («rborem que cral demont dedicale),
is reeorded as itomost meritortous act.

" The second Cotneil of Arles” denouneed those who venerated trees, or fountains,
ar stones, and declared those gatlty of sacvilege who negtected to destroy them,  That
of Tours ™ issued o similare deeree, alinost in {he some words. These instanees might
no doubt by multiplied to almost any exdent i anyone would take the trouble to
look for them, bat, as belore mentioned, the Frenelh arvehwologists have hadly
{uened their aftention to the subjeet.”

The traces of Serpent. Woreship in Gaul are so lew and so cvanescent that, in
ordinary civenmstiniees, an anthor would be Justifigd in asserting that it did not exist
among the Celis any more than @ did ameng the Germans, and in passing by the
subjeet altogether. Suel o supersteuetare, however, has been raised on a passage in
Pliny * that it is impossible to treat 1L thus.  Aanang the many marvels and puerilities
of his Natural Ilistory, there is none more absard fhan that of the egy {(vughinum)
produced by the breath of a nwmber of serpenis, who meet fogether for the purpose
ol producing ity apparently on midsunumer eve. It s projected by them into the aiv,
and must he caught ina blanket belove it falls, and the fortunate possessor must he
on horsehaek, and gallop off with it [or if the snakes cateh him hefore he crosses
rmmning water, o worse fate than Tam o' Shanler's will hefall him! This fable is
reported o the authority of the Druids, and it s added that his enguicam is
considered a chara by {hem, It ix, I believe, the only passage in any classical

VDiaw S0 el Reishes L2 Rénrs oeSiin per Alz, ayaime &8 My Kenruiy Iy 6,50

2 1hist Nat. XYV, 05,

FMy conviction is, that the cicenlr eloeel at Lanlel! in Brittny was oviginadly dedicated to Tree Worship.
There i nothing ChrisGan alwmt s form or scutprures,  The centre wever was roolsl, or piteuded o he o,
thoogh the aisles werey sid theee seens soeel rea son for doubting that the Yew Tree wlich adorned ity centre,
G within the st few years, was realy the = Numea ™ for which thix femple waa Laitr, probably in the tenth
cenfury of aie e

Vet Smctor, Bollawd, 31 Julii, b 208, : T On Tree Worship i Goul, see 13 Monnter, ‘L'ra-
¥ Quotes by Grimm, Dewtsehe Myth, (2d o), P69, 0 ditions Pupulnives compardes, Tucts, 1854, p, 716. .
* Avta Beaedict. sve, 2, p. TH, ! Sce also Rude Stone Monuments by the Author,
T Avles Coneil. TLL ean 23 - . p. 24—26,

s Coneil, Tur, 11, enn. 16. ! 1 st Nat, XXIX. 3.
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suthor that coumnects the Draids with serpents, or by implieation would lead us to
suspeet that some superstition regarding serpents may have existed in Gaul.

If the rceovds of the early provineial Christinn councils in Prance were examined,
it is possible that some denuneiation of Serpent Worship may be fond,  Tf General
Penhouét® is to be trasted, there arve frequent tradifions of (he destruetion of serpents
by the carly Christian missionarvies, and these may [airly be construed as meaning
Serpent Worshippers, if sueh passages exist; but till they ave abstracled and published,
no argument can be based on them?

There is still one argument which has ocensionally been hinted al in the previeus
pages, which may be considered as tending o show that Serpent Worship may have
prevailed among the Celts. They cerfainly indulged in human sacrifices, and where
this custom prevails, we generally find Sevpent Worship aceompanying it The eon.
verse also is generally frue. The worshippers of the serpent were those whe, so far
as we know, were most ieldicted to the sacrifiee of men, I this proposition could De
established absolntely, it would be a suflicient proof of the prevalence of Serpent
Worship in Gaul, but the premises are as yet much too far from being established to
enable us Lo draw any such definite conclusion lrom them,  'They may eventualty be
brought to do so. At present it must suffice {o indicate the form of the argument
without attempting 1o base any theory on so slendey a foundation,

On the whole, therefore, we are prolably justified in assuming that Tree Worship
did exist among the Celts as among the Germins L their conversion to Christanitly ;
but, on the other hand, there seems to he no suflicient evidenee 1o show that they
were worshippers of the serpent, and it {he Draids were priests ol the Celts, whieh
there scems o reason for denying, {here is uothing to eomneet then with thad faith,
though no doult they may not only linve toleented bul indulecd in foenl superstitions,
as 1I1any Christinns do at the present day.

At the swme time vecont researches have hrought o light cleenmstiness which
wonld lead ws {o believe that (here existed in Franee wn earlier pre-Celtic ree

Pl Rewve Bathorest Deane, Weonskip ot the Seepent, po 2455 o e,

* The Aollowing enrdous partienlars weres Denishol me by my fricnd Sic Vieeent Fyee, ol cerenumies
wilnessed Ty Bing in coppansy with sevetal Englishe gentlomen at Luelion, o May ESGY, ad pablislied by bim o
the Athenienm iy duly of thet yewee They oot aindy are wot wn vadenec of Seepent Woeslidp, Tt ool viery like
w reminisevner of o triamph over Serpent Werslippers,

* Bame singular rites sid cercmonies, which appear (o Tuve Teens Basled down o eeanotes beathen tines,
are st G be found du vull foree at Luchong in the Pyrengs, where it s onstomnrey, oo e cve ol S0 Job, o
suerifier Living sevpents, by moims of o fery sl somewlat ernel ardead, i the fllowing mamw t—A Tinlow
cobinmn, vompoed of strong wivkerawork, 3= vaised to the height of ahont sixty feet in the ecentee of e prineipal
subgrh, and interlaced with groon liage ap to the very dap, while the most henntiful tlowees nd ~heuls
procerable ave netisticully werauged in gronps below, ~o ax o for a0 sart of Taekgrannd o tlee seene, The
columu ix then lled with eombustible aontesinbs, ready for fenition, At an appueinted hone—abont 8 pae,—a
spatd procession, compuseil of the cleeeey, Tollowed by youny owees wied mabdens dn bhobiday sitive, pour Toith
from the town vlunting liy e, aml talie up their position acomnl e eolunn. Meannwhile, Tootires we T, with
beautifu! eftvet in the snerounding hills,  As many Hiving serpents s conld be colfeetd nre o throwny into Uae
column, which i+ ~ct on fire at the buse, by means of torches, armed with which sbont ditty oy wd men danes
urownd with frentfe gostures, The serpents, to wvald the tames, weigele theis way G the top, whence they wo
reen bashing oot lterally widil finndly shlipeed todvop, thede straggles for lite pivime vise o enthnsinstie delichi
winong the surrounding spectators,

B Thix s a favowdte aonunl eeremony for the inhabitants of Luchon umd its neighlwurhood, aml ioeul
tralition uesipns to 3t a beathen origin”
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allied to the Esthonians and I¥nns. They may have been Serpent Worshippers, but
they scem to have beem obliterated by the Celts in very carly pre-Christian times,
and their fossil remains have not yet heen examined to a sufficient cxtent to cnable
any positive opinion to be formed on the subject. g3 530

GREAT BurITAIN.

If we have reason to complain that the French archivologists have not twrned
sufficient. attention to their pre-historie antiquitics, the same reproach cannot certainly
be applied {o these of this country. From the days of Aubrey and Stukeley to the
present day volume after volume hias issued from the press, and the transaclions of
learned soeicties are full of papers on the subjeet,  Lvery barrow has beenm explored,
every anfigquity mensured and deseribed, and it must be added every ctymology has
heen enlisted, and every serap of evidenee gathered together and amplified, till a
fabrie has heen raised of such marvellous magnitude that it is startling to find on
what slight foundation it vests, amd how soon it would topple over if the breath of
reason could only he brought to hear upon it. In the meanwhile, however, every
upright stoue Tus heeome a Druidieal remain, and every cirele or line of stones an
Ophite temple.  There was a lime, aceording to our anliquaries, when the Druids
ruledt alwolutely v this Tand, and when, under their auspiees, Serpent Worship was
as essentially the relizion of the people as Chrvistianity is now.  The helief that this
was sn has heeome from reitevdion so chgrained, that modern scienee will probably
lave o hweder task to extirpate it, than {he Romans had to abolish the real Druids,
or the emly Christian anissionaries had Lo induee the people to forsake the worship
of the serpent in countriexs wheve i prevailed in rweality.

Fortunately the controversy lies in o very narrow esmpass, Theve are, 1 believe,
only twa very short paragraphs in any classieal anthors which mention Druids in
conmexion, with DBritain, aud not one that mentions Neepent Worship, and no Bnglish
author prior, at all evenls, {o the 13th centivy alludes to either the one o the other.!

OF the two classical passages, that in Tacitus applies strietly to the Isle of Mona
(Anglesen), anld wilt he refeired o beveafter.  The other is thal in Cesar's Commen-
faries,” anel is so important thal it must he quoted at lenglh, and in ils own language.
After deseribing the astitation of the Draids in CGlaul, he goes on Lo say 7+ Disciplina
“ (Druidum) in Britanuia veperta, ob inde in Galliim translata esse existimatur, ct
« e i diligenting cam vem cognoseere volunt, plermmque illo diseendt causa
« proficiseuntur’  Had this slight allusion not” slipped from Cresar’s pen, there would
have heen absolntely no evidenee of the existenee of Druids in England; and after all
it hangs on the value o e assigned to the word # existimatur,” it is {hought or belicved!
Neither Casar or any ollier Roman ever sakd he saw & Druid in this eountry; they
never mention thee temples or saered places, and no one ever assisted at their rites.
still, with this paragraph before us, and with the knowledge that the majority of the

8T make this aleolute sttement with considerable eontidence, not only beenuse no paragraph of the sort
has beere quatesd Ly ny of the advoentes of this faith, but Yeesnse there is a very full and erreful index to the
o« Monmmenrdn istoriea Teitannien,”™ swd the word Dieuid does not geenr in it

+ Do Bello Gall, VI 13,
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inhabitants were Celts, it cannot be denied but that Druids may have existed in
England, but even then their connexion with Scrpent Worship rests wholly on that very
apoeryphbal passage in Pliny (vide anfe}, in which ho asserts that the Druids used the
anguinum a8 & charm.

The other paragraph is more 1o the point'  In the year 61 A.p., Paunlinus Suetoniux
was called away to suppress a revoll in the Tsland of Mona. e there met the ammy of
the natives on the shove, and saw that the women and Druidesses were rushing about
with dishevelled locks, and torches in their hands, urging the men to the contest.?
When the rebellion was suppressed, the sawred groves in which their human sacrifices
had been perfirmed were cut down, and we are led to infer Druidiswm suppressed.
Tacitus then goes on to narrate with infinitely move dedail the fae more important revolt
of Boadicen, but, stranze to say, in thal greal national uprising there is ahsolutely
no mention of Druidy, ecither in bis nareative or in ihat of Dion Cassius®  No groves
were cul down, no rites abolished, when it was suppressed; and if any legitimate
inference can ho drawn from such silence, no Druids existed in the more civilized parts
of England.

From whatever point of view the subject is looked at, it seems almost impossible
{o aveid {lic conclusion that there were bwo races in Bogland,—an older and less
civilized people, who,* in the time of the Romans, il alroady Deen deiven hy the
Celts into the fastnesses of the Welsh hills, and who may have been Serpent Wor-
shippers and sacrificers of Thuman vielims, and that the uneritical Romans confounded
the two. They scem rather to have dwell on the picturesqueness of the naked blues
painted savage as a contrast with those rvaces they were famitiar with, as a Catlin
revels in {he wanners and virtues of the Red Tndinn in contrast 1o the viees and
cfferninacy of his more civilized oppressor.

Be this as it may, il is principally from Welsh Triady, so-called, and the Welsh
bards, that we depend for our knowledge of the Druids and their doings, and Scrpent
Worship in this country. Il we knew when the works of the Welsh Dards were
reduced to the form in which we now [lind them, and if we could depend on the
translations we have, some light might no doubt be thrown on our subject” It is,
however, an unfortunate peculiarity of the Celfic mind that wlhen they attempt to
clucidate the history of their country from their annals, they adopt a species ol logic
totally distinet from that followed by the Saxon, so thal it hecones impossible to use
the informalion they offer.  Still it does not seem reasonable to doubt hut thad remnants
of the Druidical religion, and perhaps also of Serpent Worship, may have lingered
in the Welsh hills Jong after they had disappeared from the plains. Wlhere we do
find tradition attaching them to any of the monmwments of the plain, il is through

U Toecitus, Ann. XIV. 29, *

¥ I 1 wnated an illustration of this seene, Tdo not know where I could il & better (luuy on the wills of
the Coves at Ajants, The original copy of the pictara was unfortnantely burnt in the tire ot the Crystul Palnce
in 1B6G ; bud it is engraved in Mrs, Spiers Life in Tudia, p, 302,

¥ Dion Carsinn in Xiphilinus’ Abridgment, LXTL 1 & 4,

4 Norriv's {ornish Drama, IT. 401,

b Skenc's trauslation of the four most ancient Welsh poems, which Las jut Leew publishod, has grome
far to set this question at rest. It canmot be sail thot the word Druid docs not ovcar i (lvw, but if we

were 1ot looking for it, it is hardly in sach n wanner as would attract attention, aud 1he purt they play in ot
insignificunt, besides it is by no menas clear to what age ot authority such references rendly budonig.
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Welsh agency and almost within sight of the hills, as at Stanton Drew in Somerset-
shire,! where the sainted Koyna, (he daughter of a Welsh king changed the Scerpents
and Scerpent Worshippers who opposed her residence among them iuto the stones
of the well known cireles there.  The still mere celebrated example at Whitby where
w A thousamdl smkes each one
Were ehanged into a enil of sfone
When Ioly TTilidn prayed,”
T am afraid owes ils origin more to the presence of innumerable ammonites in the
elilfs than to the pre-éxistence of any Snake Worshippers on the spot.

Beyond this, though we do oceasionally find {raditions of {he serpent, they
are few and fae between, and of nncertain origing one, for instanee, is related by
Miuthew Paris, of 8t. Alhans®  Writing in 1260 (?) he relates that the Saxod Abbot
Aldred filled up a great hole which once was the abode of an immense dragon,
i i plaice whieh wis still ealled the Wurmenhert,  This appears to Lave been
swrrounded by a cireular vallum, which we infer still exisied in the 13th eentury,
though no trace of it now rvemains, The circular enclosure and the erypt may be
considered as cerfain, they so exactly vesemble the Trish Raths; but the deagon is, I
foar, too far oll to be depended npon, though it is one of the most authentie traditions
woe l]”HHl‘.‘ﬁ'.“.

It this is so, il way he asked, what is the evidence on which the Druidieal
arigin of snel monuments as Stenchenge and Avelwry have been assamed?  The
answer foetunately is simple-—absolntely none. It never was pretended that any divect
testimony existed, and the negative evidence is perfectly complete. No ancient anthor,
no one, in faet, anterior fo the invention of printing, ever réfers fo any stones or stono
temples, eiveular or in any otlier form, as connected with the worship of the Druids
or fhe Cells, On the other hand, every tradition that exists, whalever thebr value
may be, points to the Adharvian age as that to which they owe their origin,

Uit is further asked, what evidlenee there is to econneet these temples with
Serpent Worship, exactly the same answer must he given—not one tittle has yet been
addieed.  The one divection in which it seems probable some sueh connexion may
L establighed, is from their similavity to the Indian examples, which it is the oljeet
ot this volume to deseribe; but whether these will he sufficient for this purpose can
only be decided when the argument is fully claborated.  Meanwhile are we correet
in calling them temples at all?  The one peculiavity of Celtic worship that scems best
establisxhied, is the love of {rees—their fondness of groves for their satred rites, Is it
prohable that they would seleet the downs of Wiltshire, especially such a spot as that
where Stonehenge stands, for the site of their greatest temple—a spot where no trec
ever grew or could grow? That they might ereet a tomb or conotaph among the
eraves of their forefathers seems probable enough; and if Avebury was a Dattle
fickl, that would aceount for the locality where it is found, but it seems difficult to
stgeost a reason for their being where they are on any other hypothesis.

This, however, is not the place to examine the evidence on which the age or
purposes of these monuments is {o be determined, It is, lowever, impossible to pass
over the subjeet entively in silencee, as reference will oceasionally have to be made to

L Archaglopging XX V. p. 198, 4 Vite Abbatuw, p. 40
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them in the following pages; while unfortunately nine peaple out of ten in this country
at the present day believe that Stonehenge and Avebary were built by the Druids;
that they were, Dracontia or Scrpent Temples ; and every ane ean point oud the altap
stones on which the human vietims were sacrificed, and in faet knows all ahout their
religion and rites, and it way bhe added Delieves in their prinueval antiquity.  Tilt
these erroncons inpressions are dispelled, the subjeet we have in hand can haedly be
rendered intelligible.”

A far more promising field for the investization of Scrpent Worship in Britain
oceurs in Scotland, on the east coast, north of the Forth. In that country, once
known as Pictland, there exists even al the presenl day a great number of Megalithic
monuments, many of which are covered with scalptures of a clasy {olatly cdistinet
from tHose found anywhere clse, and whicli have hitherto balled the ingennity of
antiquarics.  Among them the serpent appears frequently and so prominently that
it is impossible to donbt that he was considered as an object of veneration by those
who erceted those monuments, while on the other hand Serpent Worship eould linedly
have originated in the north of Beotland, where the snakes are so few and contemplible,
Mr. Stuart? enwmnerates twenty-three vepresentafions of the serpent on these stones,
thirteen {imes accompanied by emblems, ten times withont them, T some instanees,
siteh as fhe Newlon stone, the serpent is cvidently the object for which the stone
was set ap, and lic is accompanied by the broken seeptre, which may either e a
hicroglyphie for God or King, or may only wmean “holy™ or “great,” or some such
adjective, bul it cerlainly implies distinetion, if not consecration.

The age of these seulptured stones is known with folerable  certainty, innsmuch
as the greater number of them have either the Cross dlsel or Cheistian emblems
engraved npon theny, and these must therefore be subsequent to the age of B, Columba,
who arrived in Scoiland apparently in 563, and died in 587, Many of those also
whichh have only Pagae emblems are so nearly identical with 1he Christinn stones that
they must he ahoul the same age. Some, however, are rwder and simpler, and {he
seriey fades hack into the plain mnsculptured Menhir, of which many exist in the
same district.  Thege seems, indeed, to he no essentiul break cither, so far as design
or purpose is concerned, bebween the vude unehiselled Dlocks of Carnae and Avebury
and such claborate Christian obelisks or Swenos slone at. Porres, or the group (hat
once sarmounied the mound at 8t. Vigeans.?

We shall probably not err far if we regard these traces of Serpent Worship
in the northecast of Seotland as indicating the exireme western limit to which an
vriental supersfilivn seems to have extended, and which may probably, as hinted above,
be traced throngh Seandinavia and the castern provinees of Burope o the shores of the
Black Sea, where it wus in almost immediate contact with those places where we
know it afterwards flourished.  The Kdda seems sufficient to prove that a forne of
Serpent. Worship did certainly prevail in Seandinavia in the early cenfuries of the
Clristinn era; and nothing scems more probable or more in accordance with DPictish

T The argunent with regard to the sge und use of these wenuments hag, sinee this was written, been mere
fully developed by the puthor in his work on Rudo Stone Mouwments,  Murray, 1871,

3 Seolptured Stones of Seotland, vol, 11, p. lxxiv,
4+ AN these will be found deseribel in Stuarts ' Sceulptured Stones,” above relerred to, and alse in

Colonel Forbes Leslie's « Early Races of Seotland,”  Edin, 1866,
(8215.) E
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traditions,! than thal il should have passed thenee into Scotlland, and should have lelt
its traces cverywhere between the Orkneys and the Firths® 'There is no cvidence,
however, of Serpent Worship, in this form at least, having passcd sout] of the Forth.
The traces of it (hal may cxist in England or Treland—if any—most probably
belong Lo an carlier pre-historie people, and may have heen introduced by another

and more southern route.

AFRICA.

We tread on surer ground, when leaving Serpent Worship in its most attenuated
form, and in the uncongenial climate of its farthest extension to the north and west,
and furn fo Africa, where it always was at liome, and where 1t now flourishes in all
its pristine vigour.  Serpents are, and always must have been, so numerous and
important in Afiica, dhat it is there, U not in Mesopolamia, that we shounld, & priori,
cxpeet their worship {o have been fiest. introduced, and it is by no means impossible
that it was so. Woe know so little, however, of what happened in Africa in ancient
times—ocxeept in Egypt—that it ix difficult {o speak with any confidence on the subjecet,
and the institutions of Egypl were so abnormal and so exclusively their own, that
we cannol reason from them to any general conclusions,  Perhaps, when the subject
is carcfully lonked into, more may he aseertained than is now knowu, hut our presont
prrpose is with fhe worship ns 16 exists at {he present day, or did in recent times,

“One of the hest known examples of modern Serpent Worship exists in Upper
Bgypt, at o place called Sheikh Havedi, from a tomb of a Mahomedan sainl of
that name, which rxists on the spol.  The aceount given of the place by Novden,?
who visited it in 1738, with a mere change of names, is an exaet counterpart of what
mizht have been found in Pausanias or any ancient author deseribing the grove of
Esculapius, af Epidaurus.  When anyone was so unwell as to require his services,
an ambassadeess was sent in the persen ol a spotless virgin—as at Tanuvium—and
it his godship pleased e eame out of his eave, hung himsell” aroand her neck, and
allowed himself 1o he carvied in procession to the sick man's hedside.  Here he stayed,
ax Norden irreverently suggests, n length of time propertionate to the gilts offercd
to his priests, and then returned alone to his dwelling.  Tr. Pococke’s episcopal dignity
scoms to have been so offended by the monstrosity of the superstition, that he abuses
the serpent and his allendants, but ke confirms in every partieular Norden’s account.
fle was told that i had been theve since the time of Mahomet; that they sacrificed
to it sheep and lambs. They added that when a2 number of women visit him, which
they do onee a year, he comes out and twines himsell about the ncck of the most
heautilul.! .

From Wilkinson® we learn that the worship still continues, huf has fallen
somewhat into diseepute of late.

V Skenes Chronicles of the Plets mind Seats, po xes, 11 seq,

2 There are sowe Lruditions in Northouberlund, suel ns that ol the Laidley Wuwrm of Spindlesion Iough,
and there was o Wi hill wt Lanbitou, gl st oother places in the acighbeurhiond (Walter White, Northumber-
Tnnd and the Torder, po 28, ot =) AN this would p(-rf;-.(-ﬂy neeond with 1he theory thet it wes the result of o
Seandinnvian course of immigration which reached These two pointa on the coast,

3 Teuvels in the Enst, ii, 4,

4 Pocorke in Plukerton's Yoyugues, xv. p. 269, ¢l =

8 Handbook of Egynt, 301,
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It does not secm to he a matter of mmch doubt Whut that the Scrpent was
extensively worshipped in Abyssinia before the introduction of Christianity in the
fourth century, All the lists of their kings which have heen hrought home by
Bruce, Rippell, and others, commenee with ““ihe Serpent” and his progeny, though
we are not told when he reigned nor where.  'We are Turther told that when Abreha
and Atzhoha fonnded Axum 3#) A.n., “that one portion of the people of Bihiopa
“ then worshipped the Scrpent, the rest followed the Law of Moses.  Abuna Abba
“ Balmd then introduced Christianity, and the inhabitants were Dbaptized,” &e!

It is by no means clear whether the great deagon who is siid to have lived
at Axum? was the image of a gad or merely a serpent, more probably the former,
as he was hurst asunder by the prayers of nine Chvistian saints, Be all this as it
may, we have the dircet testimony of Broee® that {lie Shangalla, in that neighbour-
hood, “worship various trees, serpents, the moeon, planets, and stars i certain
 positions;” and more instances might no doubt be lound if looked for. 1t is,
however, on the west coast {hat the worship {flowishes in all ils pristine vigour,

Although no one has resided long enough on the Guinea coast with learning
and leisure sufficient {o write anything like an cxhaostive treatise on the religions
of that country, we have what is necarly of equal value for our purposes in a series
of narratives of Portuguese, Duteh, French, and Baglish travellers, extending over
more than iwo hundred years.  Those anierior to 1716 have been digested by Astley *
into a contintous narrative and deseription; and in 1760 President de Brosses,” of
the Freneh Academy, wrote a lucul account of what wus then known on the suliject,
and from that time various travellers have added to our knowledge,  The best
apil fullest. of the maodern narratives are thoxe of M, Répin,® w surgeon in ihe
French navy; and ihat of Capt. Burton and Commndore 'Wilmot,” who went on an
official mission to Dahomey in 1863, The one point on which we desire move
information is as to the extent of this form of [ailh, and as to the etlmologieal
relations of the people who praclise it. We are told, for instance, that when the
Dahomans invaded  Whidah v 17206, (hey killed the sacred snakes, and of herwise
ontraged {he religious leelings of the Whidans.  Both countries, are now united
under one ruley and apparently with one religion.  Was it otherwise 110 years ago ¢
and can the distinetion now be teaeed? These and sueh like questions are well
worthy of more attention than they lbave hitherlo reecived, for if woe are.ever to
understand the ancient peculiaritios of this fuith, it must be by a thorough study
of the hest living examples.

Ilitherto we have beew only gathering tngether, as it weve, the fossil remains of
anextinet veligion, whereas in Africa not ouly does Sorpent Wowhip flourish at the
present day, but it exists in conjunction with all those peewdiaritios of which unly
traces can De found elsewhere.  Ancesteal worship, accompanicd by human sacvifices
on the most lavish seale, is the leading characteristic of the Dihoman yeligion, and

U Iiihaann 1 Zeitschrifi dee] Morgenlidisehen B De Brosses, du Culte s Dicus, Fetisclins, &e,
tesellsehinlt, vol, V1L p. 338, of aeq. F2mo,  aris, 1760,
2 Ludolf. Comment, iii, 284 ? ' ¥ Lo Four du Momie, 1863, 8y ey,
T Travely, ii, 854, :
* Astley’s Collection of Voyages, 4 vals, guurio, | Mureny, 1864,
London, 1846, 1| = Capts Snellgrove's Narrative in Astley, i, 489,
L}

7 Mission 1o the King of Dahowey, 2 yols, 5vao,
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with 1t we have the institution of a fomale warrior class, which we have hitherto
only known through the Dbeautiful Amazonian fictions of the Greeks or the legends
of the Iindoos, as to the Stri-vhjya, but in Daliomey the institution exists to this
l’].‘i'\" in all ity hideous savagery.

The three cods worshipped in Whidalh, or to speak more correctly, the three
elasses of gods, ave: Serpents, Teees, and the Ocean;' the same trinity represented by
Minerva, Neptune, and Ereehthonios as was established in the Ercehtheum, in the
Akropolis of Athens, more than three thonsand years ago. O these, the serpent called
Danh ehwe, or the carthiy serpent, is the fisst, < TIt is esteemed the supreme bliss and
“ aeneral gomd, 1t has 1,000 Danhsi; or suake wives, narvied and single votaries, and
“ Hy influenee eannot he meddled with by the two ofhers, whicke are snbjeet to it.”*

The aneestor of the present yace of serpent wods is said to have deserted from
the Aredral people nges ago, in consequencee of their wickedness, on the eve of a
hattle, and to have heen received by the Whidah people with the highest honours.®
[Te is yeported to he still alive, ax all these gods are immortal, though it need harvdly
he added, wo Buropean lias seen him, but his descendants soem (o he among the
most heamdiful, and eerfainly ave among the most harmless of their kind.

Des Marehais gives a fidl deseription of the worship addressed to this god, and
a pieture of a procession, in which the king, 1he King’s wives, and all the nobles
took part,” hearing presents sl offerings to the serpent g, Prayers are addreessed
o him on every oceasion, and answers are returned by the snakes in conversation
with the high priest. The one thing we seem to miss is the Tseulapian chavacter.
It may be that this is included in his chavacteristic of an omuiseient and all-powerlul
eod, Tt 1f does not xeem to be especially mentioned,

Women, when {ouched by the serpent, ave said to hecowme * possessed.”  They
are seized with hysterin, and often heveft of reason, When so affected they arve
seeluded v hospitals prepared for (heie reception, amd generally afterwards  arve
considered as priestesses,— Fetish women, -thongh returned to civil life.  The hulk of
fhe priestesses ave givls devofed either before their hirth or at a very carly age to the
service of {he god.  They ave brought up in the tewple, taught singing, dancing, and
various aceoniplishments exaetly as the nauteh givls e in the temples of Southemn
Indin, and when of age are martied {o the god. On this oceasion they are marked
with the image of the cod iy pricking the skin with needles and rubbing in indigo,
or some blue dye, which is indelible This scal s said to be set upon them by the
cod himself,” but, as in Greeee, no one dave to divulge his mysteries?

Besides thix carthly serpent, theve is auother, the heavenly one, eommonly called
Danh. Tt is the rainbow, md makes the Popo heads, and confers wealth on man,
Its emblem is a eniled and horned snake of elay, in a pot or calabash.’

N

1 [Losmnn in Astley,

= Barlon, vol. 14 p. 138,

+ Preg Marchais’ (1725) Voyuges, i p, 133, ot seq,

¢ A copy of thin phite I= griven v Astley, vol, 111 plate 7.

5 Frow Sueclonius we losrn (st wheo At the mother of Angusius, was tonehed by the serpent in the
temple of Apollo, she was kil with o stain (maculn) like o painted gerpent, so that she did not afterwirls
are to sppear iu the publie hntlls.—-—-ﬁgrton. in Aug. ¢, 94

¢ Burtow, i, 144, .

-
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The sccond god in {he Dahoman Pantheon is represented by lofty and heautiful
trees, They are prayed to and presented with offerings D times of sickness, and
especially of fever. The most revered of these is the cotton tree (Bombax), whose
wives equal those of the snake, and the Loco, the well-kuown poison tree of Yhe
Woest African coast. The lalter numbers few Loco-si or wives, hat, on the other
hand, has its own fetish pottery, which may be hought in cvery market,

The youngest brother of the triad is Huw, the ocean,  The Huno, or ocean priest,
is now considered the highest of all, a felish king at Whidal, where he Las 500
wives. The offerings to thisx god aze rice, corn, oil, beans, and alse eloth, cowries,
and otler valuables; hut at times the king sends as an ocean sacrifiee, from the
capital, a man carried in o hammock, with the dress, (he stool, ad wabrella of a
noble. A eanoe lakes him out 1o e sea, and e is toown 1o the shiarks,

The hunan saerifices or “custonns,” as they are usually called, of Dalomey, are
one of the most remarkable religious obscrvanees of the world,  They have heen
frequently descvibed, but Dy no cur so [ully or inlelligently as by Captain Burton,
in his volumes we have just been quoting frone® They are divided into greater and
lesser customs. AL the former ned less than 500 or GOO vielims are saerifieed ; at
the latter, at which Captain Burlen and his companions assisted, 30 or 10 seem {o
sufice.  The idea seems to be thal when the King leaves this world it is necessary
his wife, bis servanty, and his domestic animals shoudd aceompany hing and they arve
all slaughtered aceordingly.  The lesser eusfoms ave an annual acl of ancestrval
worship in honene of {he departed king, and also {o keep up his stoek, though i
the land of the immortal this seems unneeessavy,  Besides {had, whenever a0 hattle
is fought or any greal event happens, i messenser is despadehed {o propitiale the
late king by Keeping Btim “ed fuit” in the news of lis lade kingdom. s said the
present king would not he unwilling (0 do away with, or ad Teast {o modify, some
of the most revelling leatures of this areat slaughter, hut that his snhjeets wonld
regard sueh an oact as a onegleet of his most sacred duties, and be might lose his
throne as o punishment for such inpicty.”

None of ihe works ubove relerved 1o make it elear what the negro’s ideas ol
future state, and {hat they conxider this worll as mevely one of fransition, is evident.
All puss on to {he next and betfer world, bud with the swme wints, Teclings, and
desires that they possessed while sojouwrning bere, wd appireotly  with the same
distinetion of rank. The last king, however, is the ovne espeetally honowreed, and the
reigning monarch, wheu he dies, expeets the chief worship to be paid to hing and no
doubr Yic is the one who takes the geeatest interest in sublunae aftaivs.  They never
rise apparently to the raak of gods, but if they do not die they e ol least very soon
forovtten

When contemplating this, to ns, strange religious development, the question
nevitably arises, JTow far ave we to consider this Dahoman warship as a living

immortality ave, probably heeause wone suele exist,  That they have an iden of a

L Burton, i, p, 140, 1, 111,

3 Burton.  Aw almest the whole work i deveted to this subjeet, it s necdles to speeily puges,

% Iurton, ii, 176,

% Among the Zulus the suake i Leld in great respecty anl i3 not witlingly killel; ag Oulre dewd aneestors
are aupposed to reappenr in the form of snnkes,- ~Colense, on the Pentateuel, o V1L p. 142
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fragment of the oldest religion of the world, or how far it may have grown ap in
nmore motern Limes ?

The traditions of the country are, as might be expected, far too vague to be of
any avail in sueh an enguiry, and we are left to deaw our conclusions from such
information as we can gather clsewhere. We know from the Egyptian monuments
that neitliee {he physieal featuwres nor the social siatus of the negro have altered in
the slightest, degree during the last 4,000 yeard. Il tho type was then fixed which
has sinee remained unaltered, why not his religion also? There scems no & priori
difficulty, No other people in the whole world scem so unchanged and unchangeable,
Movements and wmixtaves of races have taken place cverywhere else.  Christianity
has swept Serpent Worship oub of what were the limits of {he Roman world, and
Mahomedanisam has done the same over ihe greater part of Northern Africn.  Neither
influenee lins yel peneteated 1o the Gokl Coast, and there apparently the negro holds
“ his old faith and old feclings fast” in spite of the progress of the rest of the
world. Tt may he very horrible, but so far as we now know it is the oldest of
lmman faiths, mud is practised with more completeness in Dahomey than anywhere
else, at least. at the present day.

AMERICA.

There are few hings in connexion with the aneient mythology of America more
certain than that there existed in that country before its discovery hy Columbus extreme
venerntion for the serpent. Whether or not this should he designated ¢ worship™ is
wot so elear. The fotal absenee of any native literature renders it extremely diflicult
to realise the exael interpretation 1o be put on any observed phenomena, and we
aather very little trustworthy information from the carly Christian missionarics or
historians.  'They were either too ignorant or too prejudiced in take a dispassionate
view of what fhey saw, aud weve oo mueh inelined {o see the serpent of Eve, or
the deluge of Noah, in the vague traditions of the natives; though, to account for
these, they were obliged to make 8t. Thomas missionary to Mexico—Dbefore that
kingdom or ¢ify was founded- -as well as firsl Bishop of Madras, The consequence
is, that we are dependent cither on a very imperfeet examination ol the Seulptures,
or on very vague oval traditions, for onr knowledge of the subject; and it need
hardly be added, that with ouly sueh dala it is extremely diffieult to arrive at any
satisfactory concelusion. Al the same tine, however, it must be admitted that if a
gystematic examination of sueh data ax exist were wndertaken, with speecial reference
to Tree and Serpent Worship, a great deal might yet be effected; but as no one
has yel attempted the investigation, the subject must for the present be left in its
original obscurity,

The principal deity of the Aztee Pantheon seems Tezeatlipoea, or Tonacatlecoatl,
literally the Sun Serpent.  According to Sahagun, in his character of God of 1losts,
he was addressed by the Mexican high priest: “ We entreat that those who die in
“ war may be reecived by thee, our father the sun, and our brother the earth, for
« thou alone reignest.”!

b Squicr's Serpent Symbol in America, p. 162,
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The name of the primitive woddess, the wile of Tezecatlipoca, was Cihuacohuat),
or Tonaeacihua, the female serpent or the female sun. She, according to the
Mexicans, gavo to the light at a single birth two chiklren, one male fhe other
female, to whom they vefer the origin of mankind.?

A still more remarkable myth is that of Quetzal-coatl, literally the feathered
scrpent, He is by some represented as Do of a pure virgin in the provinee of
Tollan; by others as a stranger coming from a “far connlrie,” somc time hetween
the sixth and ninth century of our era. Be this as it may, he was ihe great law.
giver and civilizer of the inhabitants of Anahwac. e taught them religion, gave
them laws, instructed {hem in agriculture and the use of metals, and the various
arts of life. IIe is generally represented as an old man, with a white flowing
beard and venerable aspeet.  He was, in faet, the Lyeorgus and the Bacelus of
,Central America, and having finished his mission e witludvew, Tike the former, it
is said, by sca, promising {o return. So implicitly was this belioved by bis subjeets,
that when the Bpaniards appeaved on {lie coast they were joyfully hailed as the
returning god and his companions.  Alas! they came only lo destroy them and their
institutions.

If all the evidences bearing on this legend were thoroughly sifted by some one
competent to the task, 1 feel confident they would result i an historical residuum;
and if so, it would throw wmeat licht on one of the most perplexing  prolilems
eomnected with the eivilization of the New World,

As we shall seo presently, Serpent Worship was the faith of o great and prosperous
kingdom in Cambodia at the fime just indieated as the age ol the Mexican prophet;
and il is wore than probable that the worship prevadled in China and the stands to
the castward at that time, s it possible that it may have crossed the Pacifie; ol
landed on the western coast ol America, and, linally, bloomed in Anahuae ¥ AF
sueh a solntion were possible, i would explain many similavities hetween the veligion
and arts of 1he Old World and the New, which are now extremely puzaling, for want
of some such evidence of infereomimunieation,

On the other Land, if we may trust the antiquaries of the United Siafes, there
arc great serpent mounds formed of earth, 1,000 feel long and wmore,® which would
geem to prove that before the preseul race of Red Indians inhabited the states Ohio
and Jowa, & race of Serpeat Worshippers occupied theiv places, and they may have
been the ancestors of the Toliees, When, liowever, we remember with what curious
credulity Stukeley manufactured o Dracontium out of Avebury, and Bathurst Deane
saw a serpent seven miles long in the groups of Menbirs ab Carnac, we must pause
before we feel sure that these American mounds do really represent serpents af all,
This point cannot e scttled withont much more iccurate surveys and more cautious
observers than have yet turned their affention to the subject.

If it should furn out that these arc really representations of the great serpent,
and that this worship is indigenous in the New World, we are thrown hack on ihe
doctrine that human nature is alike cverywhere, and that man in like cirenmstances
and with o like degree of civilization docs always lhe same things, and elaborates

! Gums, Deseripeion Historien y Cronologics de Jag prlrns de Mexiea, 1832, p, 39,
% Smithsonisn Coutributions to Knowledge, vol. 1. See also Squier’s Serpent Symbol, p. 137 1o 141,
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the samc beliefs. Tt may be so, but T confess it appears to me that at present the
evidence preponderates the other way. Tt should be mentioned, however, that in
America the snake that is worshipped is always the indigenous raitlesnake. Whether
as separate images or as adorning the walls of {he temples of Yueatan, this charac-
teristie scems invariable, and in so far would favonr the loeal origin of the faith.
The greatest difficulty of the invesligation avises from almost. absolute dostruction of
all the monmnents of the capifal by its harbarous conquerors, and the consequent
paateity of real velinble data on whieh to found owr eonclusions,

It scems, however, impossible to read the nubterous evidences which Miiller' has
eolleeted together with so mueh industry not {o feel convinced that Serpent Worship
did prevail all over the eontinent,  In Teru apparently with qualifics similar to those
of the Serpents in the Ol World®  But in Mexico, and among the North Americin
Iidians, aceasionally with attvibutes of tervor which were never aseribed to him on
thix side of the Atlantie, Quetzaleoat]l is always an exeeplion to this inference;
ani on {he whole it seems more reasonable {o suppose that these charactevisties are
to be aseribed more o the horror of the Christian narrators than to the feelings of
the worshippes. We have no native accounts, and depewd consequentlty wholly on
those who Tooked on the worslhip from an ontside and antagenistie point of view,

I, however, we may trust Bernal Diaz, be {ells ws that living rafilesnakes were
kept in the great temple at Mexien as sacred and petted objects. They were kept
in o cabin of diveesified form, in which a quantity of feathers had heen strewed,
and there they laid their eggs aud nursed their snakelings,  They were fed with the
Budies of the saerificed, and with dogs meat? The same author tells us {hat on
Cortes’ mareh fo Mexico they arrived at a place ealled Tervaguen, which the Spaniards
called (he Town of Serpents, on account of the enormous figures of these reptiles
which they {found jn the temples, and which the natives worshipped as gods*  But
though i is impossible to vead any of the narratives of {he conquerors withoul being
struek with the Trequeney witle which sacred  Serpents and Serpent Worship are
spoken of, il ix always as a thing aceursed, and to be avoided ; never as an object
worthy of attention, or to be mguirved into, and their naratives consequently throw
very little hight. on the subject, The seulptures wonld do more; but it will require
a lone and patient investigation by some one competent person on the spot before
their evidenee can be eonsidered as available; at present we know very little of what

they mnay confain.

It need havdly he vemarked that lwman sacrifices were found aecompanying
Serpent Worship in Americn almost {0 as greal an extent as in Dahomey. Even
here, however, it is probable we must make s distinetion which may be of some
importance.  Iu Afrien {he saerificial rites seem to he purely ancestral.  In America
they were made to propitiate gods, not. appareutly the ancestors of the reigning family,
nor nearer fo them in time than Quetzaleoatl.  The principal object seems always
t have been augury to obtain from the gods an indication of their will, which docs
not scem to have heen the case in Dahomey. 1t was also no doubt considered that
the sacrifice itself was agrecable to the deily, and il was expected that the oracle,

U Awnerikanivehe Urreligionen,  Buee), 1855, 3 Bernnl Ding, translited by Lockhast, i, 238,
¢ Muitler, p. 366, ) ' 4 p, 1250 See slso pp. 3, 7.
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which was the declavation of his will, would De [avourable in proportion to the
number of the victims.

It is by no means improbable that when lookad for, Tree Worship will also be
fonnd to have prevailed extensively in the New World,  Mi Tylor mentions two
instances thal eame ander his notice! The fiest was a venerable deciduons eypress,
with a stem sixty feet in eircumference near its root, and with o fountain gushing
up within the hollow of the trunk itself. Il wax lung all over with volive oflerings,
hesides hundeeds of locks of bair, teeth, and bits of ¢ibbon,  The other was {yeated
in the same manner. and had the valuable property for whoever fouehed i, that all
feeling of weariness left him.  Midler alse finds traces of Tree Worship all over the
continent of Amerien, and generally in juxtaposition, if not in actnal eonnexion, with
that of the Serpent.?  But here again we must panse for further information helore
attempting to gencralize. _

1 Annbune, 215, 2635, .

2 Aweriknnisehe Urreligionen, 4900 See alsg 107, 12E, 264, 02 seyy,

(K215.)
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PART TI.—EASTERN ANIA.

PrRETA,

Tux Tastern baneb of our subjeet has been even less investigated by European
scholars than these divisions noficed in the previous pages. This has arisen partly
rom a less deeree of familiarity with Eastern fradition, but more probably beeause
until the very veccui diseoveries in Cambodin and at Amravati no very tangible data
existed on which any satisfaetory conclusions could be basel,  The subject is now,
howeyer, assuming @ very different aspeet, and hefore long it may e hoped that great
lighi, will be thrown on the Tree and Serpent Worship of the western world, from a
stuely ol those [orms of that. inith which we now know existed at ene time in India,

With Persin the ense is slightly diffevent.  We know of no material rematns of
Snake Worship in that country, awd leam very little from native listory. The Zend-
Avesta ix {he work from which at fiest sight we niight expect most, not only from
its antiquity, but beeause of its doetrinal character. Tt i, however, of very little use
for our present purpoxes, inasmuch s it, Tike the Vedas, embodies the religions helief
only of the Aryan, or as they are called here, the Lranian Draneh of the Persian
people, and it need hardly be repeated here thad they are not, and never were,
Serpent. Worshippers anywhere, I, ideed, there is one point whieh comes out more
elearly than anofher in the comrse of his nvestigation, it is that Serpent Worship
is essentially that of a Turanian, or at deast of & non-Aryan people.  In {he present
state of the enquiry it would be too hold a generalization to asserl that all Turanian
rces were Scrpent Worshippers 3 and stll Jess ean it he allvmed that all who looked
on the Serpent as o God belonged to that family of mankind, It is safe, however, to
assume that the whole tendency of the faets hitherto brought to light, lies in {hat
direetion; and it scems probuble that eventnally the worship of the Serpent may
hecome a valuable ethinographic {fest. of the presence of Turanian blood in the veins
of any people among whom it is found to prevail.

At the time when the Greeks beeame aequainted with Persia, the whole country,
under the influence of the Achamenian kings, had heen brought™ to acknowledge
Zoroasterism with its clemental Vire Worship as their principal form of faith, This
religion in its purity,—il’ we know il in that state,-—was the faith which the Iranians
brought with them from their original scats when they separated from the Indian
Aryans, and was practically their common fuith both in India and in Persia. In the
latter country, however, in the lime, of the .Aclicmenidie, it was strangely mixed
up with Magism, a religion of much more Semitie, or even, it may he suspeeted,
Turanian form, and the fwo were al that time so blended in the Greeian accounts
at least that it is now impossible fo separate the one from the other,

When the Greeks fiest twmed their attention to the religion of Porsia we gather
from what they tell us that Tree and Serpent Worship had ccased to he regarded
as the religion of any important bedy in ihe slate, though the probability is that
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it may have been followed fo a considerable extent by large classes of people in
that vast empire. As, however, the Persians despised, and the Greeks did not observe
the Ophites, we are left almost entircly at the merey of the Mabomedan historians
and pocts of the cleventh and lollowing centaries for such faint glimmerings of truth
as can be picked up, and anyone who has cver opened one of their hooks will know
what blind guides they are in sueh an investigation. Tt is doubiful whether even
the critieal skill of Furopean scholars will cver «ift a substratnm of tangible history
out of the Tables of Firdausi or Mirkhond, Al present the faxk has harvdly been
attempted, and when it has, with only a small modicum of suceess.

By far {he most imporfant and most interesting person in ancient Dersian
history, for our present purposes at leasl, is Zolik. According to all accounts he
came feom Arabia, and lovk Lis title, Bivar-asp, from his Tody guard of 10,000
horsemen by whom he was always accompanicd.’  ilis genenlogy Tvom Tidzf or "T4j,
the eponymous of the Arabs, is given hoth in the Bundchesel and the Mojmil®
IIis father 3s ropresented as a simple possessor of flocks and herds, but he is said
to have conquered Cential Asia, and to have fixed his residence at Babel®  His reign,
or rather ihat of his dynasly, is sald to have lasted 1,000 years, when he was over-
thrown by Feridan, with the assistanee of Gavah the blacksmith, by whom the original
line of Jemshid was then restored.

Feriddn has heen identified almest without doubt with Thradtaona of the Zend-
Avesfa, eelebeated as the slayer of the three-headed Serpent Dabika, who was the
creation of the evil power Angra Mainyus,” or more popularty Alrviman,

Zodk s represented by all the Mabomedan historians ns having two snakes
growing at his back, one from eael shoulder, ind they add that it was necessary to
appease  these monsters by sacerificing  daily two  young men in ovder thal their
craviugs might be satisfied with their brains® AU this bas hitherto heen mysterious
enough, hut as we shall presently see, all women of the Ndga race had one sevpen,
between their shoulders, and all men—mn Indin—one with three, five, or seven heads;
the two of Zohik seem an earlier form, heing the exaet duplication of those of the
females, and it is also probable that the ¢hree heads of the Zend-Avesta® inelude the
imman licad between the two snakes,  We shall be in o belter position to judge of
this presently, hut whatever explanalion we adopt, it secms only {o he an carlier
form of a mylh with which we are now beeoming familiar in India. The buman
sacrifices are only what we find so universally accompanying Scvpent Worship all
the world over,

The most startling novelty with regard to Zohiik is the assertion that he came
from Arabia, where we have no reason to suppose that Serpent Worship then pre-

1 Justi Bondehesely, 186K, Glossary, s v. Béwarasp,  Flondbach der Zowdsprache, 1866, Glosary, s v.
Dabikn, .
? Windiselunann, Zovosstrische Studicen, py. 30, 37, ¢, 39.

3 14 it possible thai this ix the Arab dynasty which, seconling (o Berosus, valed in Babiylon in the Lhh
cenfury oL ¥ Hawlinson™s Ancient Mooarchies, vol, 1, p. 194,

* Windizchimunn, qooting frous the Yaewe, 130 8, po 200 See afso Wentergaand in Weber's [uilizche Stundicn,
vol. THL p. 416,

5 Majmil (156 ; Windisclinwnn, 373 Shili Niamidy, Atkinson’s onuslation, p. 14,

* Tribus oribus preslitum, tribus capitibos,  Musaudi, T pe 252, and the Mohowedans, on the coutrary,
alwaya speak of # Twwo Serpents horne on the sheulders of Dalidk.”
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vailed,  Perhaps it ouly means right bank of the lower Euplrates, which to a man
writing in Afghanistan, or the north-cast of Persia, might be so deseribed ; the original
seat of the empire being Babylon would hear that interpretation,  Moses of Chorenc!
would try to persnade us that Zolidk was identieal with Astyages the Mede, but as
his assertion seems {n rest more on a verbal coineidence than on historical evidener,
too much velianee must not he plaeed upon i, The SBerpent dynasly most probably
reigned in Medin wadher than in Persia proper, but they must have heen extinet
heloge the time of Cyrus, though whether all fhis is so or not. can only he determined
after more earelal examination than it has vet met with,

One remnant of the rmee ol Zohiak seems o have survived in Cabul, and il would
be especially interesting 1o us, il we knew more about i, as it scems the connecting
link hetween (he Persian and Tudian Serpent Worship,  Acecording 1o the Mojmil,
“ When Thj, the primogenitor of the Arabs, was settled in Babel, one of his sons
“ manried o daughter of Feriddn and sctiled in Cabul, and his son was Rustem's
“ maternal geandfather.”” We find facther pacticulars of the family i the Shih
Nitmeh,  When Zil the son of 8am went to Cabul he found Miheih, a deseendant
of Zohik, on the ihrone, and lhaving fallen m love with lis danghter, Rudabeh, he
wits [orhicdlen by 1he Mubids to muaery her, beenuse the chief of Calul was of the
fumily of Zohik, the Serpent King., The futher too from this cireumstance dreeaded
the resentment of Manuehehr i he allowed the aniow, and not without reason, for
the King ovdersd Nim to destroy Kidbul Dy fire and sword, und espeeially the house
of Mibrih, then roler of the serpent taee, and all his adherents were to he put to
death®  Fortunately for the lovers the difficully was gob over, and 1lie result was
the birthe ol Rustem, the most wonderful lere of Tastern romance. The point of
interest o us, however, is, thal it is probably to the preseevalion of this race of
Serpent Worshippers that we owe thal remarkable development of Buddhism, which
distinguished the valley of the Cabul river between {he declibe of the Greeo-Baetrian
kingdom and {he rise of the Mahomedan power in that quarter.

One of the last material traces of Serpent. Worship that s found in Persin oceurs
in & bas-relicl at Nakshi-Rustem, near Persepolis. 1t represents Ormuzd bestowing
the eirelet of royalty on Anlishir Babegin the first King of the Sassanian line
(L0 226). Beneath the feet of the horse on which the god (?) is seated, lies Ardevau,
the last of the Parthians, and round Lis head ave fwisted two writhing snakes,® not
such as prolably adorned the shoulders of Zohdk, but still suflicienily important to
mark  that the sculptor intended to vepresent the Parthian as of the hated race of
Zohik, fhe follower of the acenrsed Alwinum, whom Ormuzd tramples under fool
while bestowing the emblom of royally on the Zoroastrian, Pire-Worshipping Sassanian.

The more elosely it is looked at the more probable docs it appear that not only
in this mstance, but throughout the whole aneiend history of Poersin, the so-called
dualism s muel more an cthnographigal expression than the result of any theological

! History of Arwenin, Postseript to Book 1. ¢ Log disecinling d'Astyages Hablis en Armdnie portoient
cneore le nom de Vischabazound, o qui signific Bree de dragon,  Cotte dfnomiantion Jesr venait du nom du rol
des Modes, " —8i, Martin, 1. 2835,

¢ Windischmonn, 37,

! Atkinsun'y tronsltion of Shih Ndmel, p, 77 ot seq.

# Ker Porter, vol, L, plate xxiii. ; Flandie of Coste, Yoyage en Perae, plate clxxxii,
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claboration. It was the opposition of Taran {o Tran, of Zohdk {o Zorouster, of Criued
to Alriman—an Aryan race, with their pure elemental worship, infruding into a
country vecupicd by a Serpent.worshipping people of Turanian origin, hud instead of
totally abolishing and ignoring the religion of the conguered, forcing it inle au
unnataral combination with their own. AN {his, hewever, was carried out in such
a manner as to represent their own as the souwree of all that s good and elevated,
and that of the sabjeet race as the origin of all ihat is evil and aceuwrsed,

The answer to the quesiion whether Tree Worship did or did not prevail in
Ancient Persin will mainly depend on the signification scholars may evenfually agree
to assign fo the Ioma or Soma worship, which forms so important a0 cevemonial
observance both in the Vedas and the Zend-Avesta,  1f ihe Soma plant always was
the Asclepins acida or Sarcostema viminalis, which is now used by the Brahmans
for that purpose, it cannot he called Tree Worship in {he xense in which the term
is used throughout this essay. The Aselepins is n crecping shruly, almost withoeut
leaves, and only remuckable for a milky juice, to which the most important virtues
are aseribed, It is now used as fresldy expressed,! but in former Gimes was Termentid
so s o pruduce intoxiealion.

On the other hand, Windischmann, who had probably rendeved himsell more
familiar with the spirit of 1he Zend-Avesta than any otlier sclolar, thas expresses
himself on the subjeet. < Jloma is the first of the frees planted Dy Ahura-Mazda
“in the fountain of life. Ile who dvinks of its juice never dies.  According 1o the

[

Burdehesh, the Gogard or Gaokerena teee hears the Woma, which gives Tiealth and
“ generafive power, and imparts lile at the resuevection, The Hoema plant does nat.

[

deeay, bears no [ruit, vesembles the vine, is knolty, :oud las leaves ke jessoain,
“ yellow and white””

In another place le says, “ From this it appears thal fhe White Homa or the
“ Pree Gokard is the Tree of Lile which grew in Pavadise.”

In Persian mythology the Homa was also personified as o god, and converses
witlh Ahwra-Mazda with regard to the orvigin of all things, as if he were coeqgual
in kuowledge with the great god of the Persians himself. Whatever form, however,
it may have taken, our author adds, the Soma was wnguestionably {he  grealest
and holiest offeving of ancient fudian or Tranian worship.’?

It would vequire o much more intimate hnowledge of the subjeel {han can be
obtained from such fvanslations as have been made, or such bocks as have heen
published, to speak at all delinifely vegarding the Homa,  From sueh dadn as ave
avatlable it would appear that the Homa had ity orighs in the same myih as the
Trees of Life and Kuowledge which grew in Paradise, and that it passed through a
stare of Bacehic mystery, though whether the vine or some other plant was {hen
the IToma is by no means clear; and at last il sank into the present mnocent
Soma form, whicl, however, ean lardly he regarded as anything but a peminiseence
of ity [ormer greainess and importance.

1 Haug, Kssays, po 247 L. Wilson, Introduction * Windiselimnn,  Zormstrisclie Studien, pp. 88,
to the Rig-Vedn-Banlutii, vol. T p. xxxvi, of seq. : 147, 251, '
2 Ueber den Sonaeultug der Arier, p. 131,
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We shall have frequent oceasion to speak of the Bodhidruma or Tree of Knowledge
of the Buddhists, in the sequel. It is the principal object of worship at Sanchi,
and among the most. important at Amreavati, It will only be possible to ascertain
what comnexion may have existed between it and the Gaokerena of the Persians,
or the Tloma, when some competent Scholar, familiar with both Zend and Sanskrit,
looks through the original authorities with special referenee to this inquiry.

Though sufficiently absurd, (he following legend from the Shih Ndmeh is curious.
Sikander, after the couyuest of Indin, went to Mekka, and thence to a country where
there were two trees, one male, one female, The first spoke during the day, the latter
at night.  Whoever hald a wish went there {o have his desires accomaplished.
Sikandar longed for length of days. When he came under the tree a horrible sound
arose mnd rung in his cars; and on bis asking what it mecant, the attendant priest
replied that fourteen years ol his life still remained. Again he asked, * Shall T sce
“ Tlim and my mother and ehildeen hefore I die ?” The answer was, “Thon will
#lie at. Karshdn,” !

The oldest known authority for this legend is the Pscudo-Kallisthenes, who wrote
apparently about the year 200 4.0 Ax he relates it, there were two {rces, one of the
Sun, which spoke fu the Indian language, and one of the Moon which spoke Greek.”
I the Moldioval fables, the  leafless tree™ was Introduced Detwoen these iwo.
This tree is wendioned by Maveo Polo,® and under the name of the * Arbre See”
was one of the favourite myths of the Byzantine and of carly Christian travellers,
though il is even now by no means elear where it grew; my impression is that it
was in Secistan, though others place it i Khorassan, nor do we know what cxael
meamng the Mediavalists attached to the fable,

One thing only seems elear, from their constanl and reiferated referenee to it, that
atradition of an carlicr Tree Worship existed in Persia even at that late date, indislinet
of course, bul when we refleet that the worship must have been abolished, though
covtninly il wax nol oblilerated, as early as the rise of the Achamenian dynasty,
2,000 yeavs hefore Marco Polo’s time, the wonder is, not that it should be indistinet,
bat that the Luintest veminiseeneces of it should then remain.

Unforfunately ihe elassienl authors afford us little or no assistance in regard
to Tree Worship in {he countrics westward of India, except the identical remark
of Quintus Curlius, in speaking of the inhabilants on the banks of the Indus,
“ Arhores maxime colunt,”® there is no passage beuring, so far as [ know, dircetly
o the subject, b

The Chinese travellers ave havdly more communicative ; but Hiouen-Thsang docs
mention a gread Pipal free of Peshawae,® under whose shade the four preceding

Atkinson, Translation, p. 507,
Ziehery Preudo-Kadlisthenes,  Halle, 1867, p. 102
Loe, p, 161,
Marsden, p 109, For an exhnustive nole on the position of thia tree and on {he legends conneeted with i,
[ wust vefer my penders to the odition of Marco Pole’s truvels, edited by Cob. Yale, C.1., published by Murtay,
1871, At page 120 o1 sei volo 1, e will find 0l that is known or ean well be said on the subject.

5 Hlist, Alex. VI &

¢ Tlistoire de Ja Vie de Hiourn-Theang, 1. p. 83,
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Buddhas had reposed, and under it the last had predicted the appearance of the
great Kanishka, who in consequence had erceted alongside of it, ahout the Christian
era, the largest and {allest of all the Stupas of which we have any record. This tree
scems to have existed and been reverencod down to the time of Baber (in 1501),
who mentions it as {he great trec of Bekram.'! The Givh Katri he deseribes as
closc to it was probably the remains of the Monastery of Kanishka, Even ifs site
cannot now he ascerlained,

CASINWERE,

Although from ils position on the map, Cashmere might fairly he considered s
an integral part of Indis, still its eivelet of mounfaing hias been suffieient {0 keep i
distinet and separate, and we consequently find there vestiges of the old faith hetier
preserved than in most places on {he plains.. Another circumsfance which has tended
also in the same dircetion is that the Avyaus on entering Indin do noto seem o have
twrned aside to conguer or at least permanently to oceupy the valley.  IF they enfered
indin by erossing the indus at or near Attock,—and there seems no good veason for
doubting that this was so,——-this seeaws so strange {hat we Teel ahwost inelined fo believe
that Cashimere was really then in the state deseribed i the capliest lewends, & grent
lnke, or at least a valley so filled with water and so swampy ax o he wafil. for humaa
liabitation. Thonglh this may not he quite {rue we are uo doubt justilicd in asswming
{hat 4,000 or 5,000 years ago o much Targer portion of the valley was under water than
is the case now, and the real snakes may then have been relatively move importint. than
their NAga suceessors allerwards beeinme,

Be this as it may, Cashmere has always been considered, in historiead times, as
one of the prineipal eenfres of Serpent Worship in India, and hitherto it hag been
. prineipally from her legends that what Tittle was known of the Nigax has heon gathered,

Cashmere 3 also fortunate in possessing in the Rija Tivangin something more
like a connceted history than almost any otlier country of Indin, and from its pages,
with the incidental notices by elassical, Chinese, and Mahomedan authors, we are
enabled 1o form n tolerably distinet view of the subjeet.

Although from the context there is a strong presumplion that Snake Worship
prevailed in the valiey from a very eady period, still we have no diveet testimony
to the fact till the eentury hefore the Christian eva, when the King Dimeodara having,
it is said, offended some Bralman was eonverted into a snake? and still, it is said,
haunts the spot. e was suceeeded by {lwee Tartar princes, Hushika, Jushikn, and
Kanishka, known from history aud from their coins to have been Buddhist, au 1o
have reeigned about the Christian era. Tn the reign of their sneeessor Abhimanyu
we are told that “in consequence of fhe disnse of the preseribed institutes, and the
“ abolition of cvery form of sacrilice, and a departure fvom the lessons of 1he Nila
“ Purfina, the Nigas were partienlarly incensed, and visited the offences of ilie prznplcl
* with severe and unscasonable storms of rain and snow, and those especially perished

U Leyden’s translation uf Memairs of Baber, 157, 261,

T Wilson's Alsteact of the Rijs Treangind in Vol XV Asiutie Rescurches, pa 220 ALl tho fature refirences
to this work are devived from the =ame souree, which scems hetter miwl more trustworthy than the teanslation
by Troyer.  The volume and the page will, therefore, only be quoted.
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“ who had adopted the Bauddha heresy.” Gonerda TIL., who succceded this
king, prosceuted the reform which that prinee had commeneed.

The saneient vitual, according to the Nia preeepts,” was restored, and the worship
of the NAgas and the offering of saerifices ve-established.®  During the following
senfuries we have several legends of Nigag, but the faith of the kings is seldom
mentioned, and seems to have oseillated between Snake Worship, Buddhism, and
Tlinduisiv, hut as oure historian belonged to the latter faith his testimony is not
always quite to be depended npon. When Lliouen-Thsang entered the valley in 632,
in ihe reign of Balidityn the last king of the Gonerdiya race,! he found the Buddhist
religion still very prevalent in the valley, though he admits that the king only inferested
Dimself i e lieretios and in fhe temples of their gods, and despised the faith of
Buddha' e repeals ihe nseal story of 1he valley having been a lake, but adds,
“ B0 years after the Nievipa (e B337) a disciple of Anmanda converted the Naga
“ Riga, he quitted his tenk, built 300 monasteries, and invited sages and saints to
“ come and dwell i them,”*

It is noi, however, only in the valley thal our Chinese traveller repeats the
Mindn legends about sevpents and their power, but at cvery stage of his journey lrom
Cabul to Cashmere, he evervwhere linds some spot where a dragon king or Nign
Rijo vesided, and played an important pird in the Iegendary history of the Tawdl,
These lTeaends, as might e expeeted, were foid in the seventh eentury very mueh
:ﬂlvro#f'mm thely more primitive forms, hat they arve interesting, in the first plaee,
as showing how essentially the north-west comer of Tndin was o one time the seat
o Rerpent Worship, and also, in what manner it was eventually—exeept. perhaps
in Cashmeve—amaleamated with Buddhism,

Among these legends one of the most pertinent to our present prupose is that
of 0 member of the fmily of :;1"[[\'.\'{1—”1511 of  Buddha--~who when teavelling in
Udayae Ahe Kamboja of {he Hindos, Iving northward from Peshawar—fell in love
with a serpent king's davehter.  Ile was eventnally married 1o her, and by the advice
and with the assistanee of lis futher-in-law, killed the king of the. couniry and
obtained the sovervignty.  Thoueh his wife had obtained and was confirmed in the
possession o 1 hwman hody, @ nine-headed snake oceasionadly appeared at the hack
of her neek, which on a eertaine oceasion her husband cut off at o single blow while
shie was asleep,  Fhe resull was blindness, of which she wax afterwards cared by Sﬂkyav
muni himself, and her son Utlarasena was present al the distribution of his relies at
Kusinagara, where the greal asectie oained Nipvipa,” b

T A S XY, p 24,

TAHOXV, 25

8 Phe Nilo Pruefig Las not hitherlo hoen seen by any Enropoen, but an abstract of its contents will be fournd
dnoan Appenilix to this work. At wy request Mreo I Muir, the well-huown Swnserit selolar, wrote out to
Sir DL ALwlead, thie Chicl Commissioner in the Tanjaly, and i procurvd two copirs {rom { sxlunerc, wlich were
placssd i e Baands of Profissor Cowell, whe kirdiy uniderteok 1o make 1hie veaquirel omalysis, Tt s not vxu(‘!.ly
what it was expretd 1o e, jund probubly is only o modern Jorin of an oblor dituad which s perikhed, or at lepst
g ot 3ot been found,

VTonenal Royal Asiatic Soviety, [V, N5, p 98,
Vie ol Yoywges de 1liouen-Thang, traduiies pac Stanislas Jolien, 3 vols, Paris, 1853 and 1858, II. 180.
ITiourn-Thang, . 168,
Tliourn-Th=ang, 11. 141,
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An almost cqually curious legend is told of a Buddlist priest {Bhikshu) why
became a serpent, because he had kilted the tree Elipatra, and resided in a beauntiful
lake or spring near Takshadili (Taxila). In our traveller's day when the people
of the country wanted fine weather or rain, they went to the spring accompanied by
a priost (Sramana) “and seapping their fingers, invoke the dragon, and inunediately
“ obtain their wishes:”' In these legends the chiel charaeteristic of the Serpents
throughout the East in all ages seems to have been their power over the wind and
rain, which they exert for cither good or ovil as their disposition prompis.*

A curious confirmation of the prevalence of Nigas in the Novih-west of India
14 obtained from the Buddhist account of the procecdings consequent on the Third
Convocation held n.c. 263, Missionaries were then sent {o all the neighbouring
countrics.  Among others Majjhantiko was dispatehed to Kashmie aml Gandhlra?
A Niga king of that country, named Aravilo, endowed with supernalural povers,
by causing o lurious deluge to deseend was sabmerging all the ripened erops in
these countries.  The Nagas and iheir King tricd every means fo terrify the
missionary, but were subdued by his calmness and address; “whercupon the Théro
¢ propounded his doetrines, and ihe Niga king attained 1he salvation and state of
“ picty in that faith.”  In like wmanner “in the flimawanta {Hlimalaya) rogions, 84,000
“ NAgax were converted, and the Niga king placing the Théro on o gem-set throne
¢ respeetfully stood by Fanning him. On that day the inhabitants of Kashmira and
“ Gandhira, who had come with offerings to appease the wrath of the Niga king,
“ bowing down to ihe Théro (instead of the Niga king) stood reverentially by his
“ wide,” de. These extraets [rom the Mahawanso,' depiet faithtully the Buddldst
beliel on the subjeet {wo centuries before Yhouen-Thsang's tinwe, though not from

.

personal ebservalion.  The account is furiher interesting, hecause these in the north-
west were the only Nigas {0 whom missionarics were senl by Adoka.  Eitler it wag
that 1he others bad been eonverted belwe, or that Caslimere mul the mowntain couniries
cast and west ol it, were the most prominent seats of the laith.

These accounts by nalive authorities are fully confirmed by suclt scanty notieces
as we glean from elagsteal autherities ; Onesieritus tells us that {wo ambassadors sent
o the king of Caslunere by Alexander, hrought hack pews that the king of the
country cherished two large serpents of fabulous dimensions®  Maximinius of Tyre
tells ug, that when Alexander enterved Imdia, Taxilus (King of Taxila) showed him a
serpent of enormous size which he nourished with greal care and revercd as the

Vo Hiouen=Theng, T1 G320 Genvenl Canninglians VisHed s spreing s Lliesane Alndnl e 1563, sund tound it
still vovereneed,  Other legends see folid st pp. 19, 99, £33, Se.
T Thiz power over the weather, whiel is one o e lasding ehareteristies ol Nz, bas bal o their Dinge
confounded with the Vodic Abi. In their ovigin and purpose T helieve 1w Iwo o have Leew perfiely distine,
but in the process of Hime the one legend bovrowed frons this other 4ill 1he two have beeome so mixel up lomeor
that it will miw D extrenely ditficult to separde then againg My own impression = that il Vialie iyt s an
sulaptation of a loeal superstifion 3 horvewed in faet T the Serpeat-worshipping shovigines smong whan the
Aryntis were sotblisd,

B T this wide sense Goosdldie seemy to inelode all the conntvies westward of idwe Tndis ve e oon Cuandshar,
Relies of thid missionury, as we shall presently seey were sbeposited i Noc 3 Tope al Sanelii.

# Turnour, Trenuslution, pp, T2 anl 73,

% Strabo, XV, 698,

{K215.) G



50 INTRODUCTURY ESSAY.

image of the god whom the Greek writers, from {he similitude of his attributes,
called Dionysus or Baechus.!

The latest authority we have, is that of Abulfazl, who tells us that in the reign
of Akbar (1556--1603) there were in Cashinere 5 places dedicated to the worship
of Siva, 61 to Vishiug, 8 to Bralmd, and 22 o Duegd, but there were 700 places in the
valley where here were carved fmages of snakes which the inhabitants worshipped.

All ihis is [ully confirmed by the architecture of the valley; with very few
exceptions, all the ancient femples ol Cashmere seem (o have been  devoted to
Serpent. Worship,  They stand in xquare courls which were capable of heing flooded
and were crossed by light bridges of  stone, some of  which still remiain, Even at
the present day some of these femples are unapproachable without wading, in con-
sequence of the ‘water whieh swrrounds  thew, and all might be rendered so by a
slicht repair to their waterworks.  There being, of course, no images in the sanc-
tuaries lonyg prevented antiquarvies from perceiving the form of faith to which they
were dedicated.”  But where the deity is a living god and mortal, when he and his
worshippers pay the debt of nature, they leave no material teace to recall the memory

of thetr past existence.

Cavronia.

There ix ancther eountry on ihe othier side ol the Bay of Bengal the study of
whaose antiquitios s nearly as important to the elucidation of Serpent Worship in
Tudia, as those of Ciashmere, though in o totally different sense.  Tn the last-named
couniry we look for the © incwnbuli ™ of the faith, in Cambodia for ils fullest known
development. The yuined  eities of Cambodia have, however, been only so recently
discovered, and are yot so little known, that it is extremely difficult to feel sure on
many points conneeted with their history or purpeses”’  Whatever doubt may,

U Maxim, Tar Diss, NV ol Lip, 140,

2 Ayven Akbaree, Cliulwin's Tranalation, p. 137,

T The grent Temple at Mavtand iz generally sapposed to have been dodieated 1o the Sune T ddieve in eon-
serquence of some faneid nominal siudlacity, bat, like the others, 30 seons veally Ao belemg to the Naems,  Theee s
ue inugee o the suoetary, mul noinseription, and U stome ol which it is bailt s unfortunntely so finble that
there bs o difficulty lrom photagraphs (6 make out the sealptares. To ne they all seem providid with snakes
haotls, but whether this is sooar ol e only be determiond by some sme o e spot,

+ The temples were first discoversd by M, Monhet, o French natwralist, in 1838-60, hut he dil not protend
to any knowleilge of their histoey. They were allorwards visited by De. Bastinn, who Ly writien voluininously
vegarding them, bat cither it s that he Envws nothing abont 1hem, or far some reason he is afraid to cownmit
Limsell' (0 ny statemwends o the sabjevt, "The greatest amount of infermation has been obtnined from the
photographs of My J. Thomson, and Lis presopal ecommunications,  From these spurers a mlvrlﬂxly eonnectod
sccount is condensed inomy Histery ol Arehiteeture (1L po T13, ot seq.), 1o which the rewdor is veferred,
Siner (hat e Messess Tadmiston and Douglas, oft Kdinbargh, Jooe paldished s seleetion of Mr. Thomson’s
photographs, with explitery text inkes priveipally, with my consnt and eollaloration, from my work abhove
referved to, AL The present moment s work s in il press, in Pavis, by M. Garnier, Lt de Vaieseau, who on the
denth of Wis chief, suecendal the Capiaine Ln Grée i ihe s« Toxplomation: Seientifigue e 1 Rividre Mekon.”
‘The work will contain phms and views of the privcipnl ruins of Camboedio, and i3 accompaniced by a curefilly
compileid ned clalwrate eaty which hrows consideradsde Teht on the suljoct. M. Garnier has kindly communicuted
to e the proof sheets of hiz work, Tt 1o sorry ta say T eannol quiie agree with him, cither us to their age nor
the prrposes to whiclh the tewphes were aledieatsl. [ am sfeaid 0 is, that we have both o great aleal to leprn
regarding tiew, but meawwhile it wems expeilicut that both views shonld be submitted to the public for their

deeisinu,
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however, ¢xist on other points, it scems cevtain that the great suburban Temple of
Nakhon Vat was, at least oviginally, wholly dedieated to Serpent Worship,  Every
angla of cvery roof is aderned with a grim seven-lieaded serpent, with a magnificent
crest of what i apparently intended for feathers, and every eornice of every enlablature
is adorned with o continuous row of these seven-headed deities, hut without evests.
The former may be counted by hymdreds, the Tatler by thousands. Bat it is not only
these ; every balustrade, every riduee, almost every feature of the building beaws the
same impress.  The arrangements too of the temple are such as ave suitable for Serpent
Worship, and that only. There is no image in the sanctuary, and no worship re-
presented in the bas-relicfs.  No cross-legzed figures of Buddha ave seen anywhere,
though they crowd the faces of the nearly contemporary temples of Boro Boddor in
Java, and no Buddhist legends can be traced in any of the sculplures that cover
the walls of this most magnificent of temples,  Everything seems taken from  the
Rémiyana and Mahébhiiraia and other heroic poems of the Tindus, nothing from
the Jatakas of the Buddhists. All the eowrts ape tanks to eontain waler, and cvery-
thing reealls the temples of Cashmeee, hut with ten-fold magnificenee. | Neither in
Indin, nor so far as is known anywhere else, is there another femple displaying the
same amount of patient labour devoted to the claboration of appropriate ornament over
so oxtended o surfhee as in this vewly-discovered temple, 1 s 600 feet squarve ab
hase. and rises 1o @ height of 180 feet in the eentre, while eveey part i< covered with
carvings it stone, generally heautiful i desizn, and always admicably adapted fo
their situation, and to lell the story they were meant to convey,

It does not seem clear that the other temples in {he eity of Nakhon Thom are
dedicated to Serpent Worship in the same manner as the one just alluded to. They
are, however, so completely overarown with jungle that photography hardly helps ux
in this instance.  They were more extensive, and scem to have heen as clabovately
ornamented as the one temple of which we have some kuwowledae, Tl so far as ean
at. present he made oud, they seem rather 1o have been dedieated (o some hastard
form of Buddhism than to the worship of the Serpent in the form i whieh it is foud
at Nakhon Vat,

The questiom thal principally interests us at this stage, is to aseertain how s
marvellons development of Serpent Worship arose in Cambodia, and at what time,

The first impulse would *he to assume that it was indigenons, hut this ecMainly
does not seem {0 he the ease. The architecture of the temple is, i anything, elassieal
—Roman Dorie.  The ornaments-——hassi-relievi-—are all subjeets hovrowed [vom {he
Rimdyana or Mababhirata, and fade gradually into the myths of the Tindw religion,
The people are Indian. The natives, wherever they appear, are vepresented as mn
abject race, and are very cruelly {reated by ilie supevior raee who were the builders
of the temple, and the carvers of the bas-reliefs.

Another theory, which at first sight seemed plausible, was that the worship had
reiched Cambodin from the north, We know [rom lliouen.Thsang that Serpent
Worship was to e found in Koutelic in the north of Thibet,' we know that the 8t
Réjyn, or Amazon kingdom, was in Thibet,’ and we have so many traces of Serpent

I Mémoires, L 4 ¥ Asistic Reseurches, XV, 48,
a2
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Worship all along tho north of the Iimalaya, Ilindu Kush, and Cancasus, that it
looks like a Scythian or northern form of faith, and may have leaked through the
mountain ranges into boih Cashmere and Cambodia, radiating from & common
northern ecntre.

When more closcly looked into, this theory scems as untenable as the last. The
communication Detween Thibet and Cambodia is barred by ranges of mountains,
which have hitherto proved practically impassable cither as trade routes or for
military operations.  The sonthern conntry could only be reached through China, and
Serpent Worship, eould hardly have passed through that country without leaving
more {races of its passage, or bringing with it more cvidences of Chinese civilization
than appears to he the case. We know so little, however of the local superstitions of
China that we must again pause before expressing any deeided opinion on this subject.

The only remaining hypothesis that suggests itsoll is that they came from India
direet by sca. When we turn to their awn traditions for any confirmation of this,
the, answer s distinet, “Our ancestors came from Myang Bom, or Romavisci, not
far from Takeasila” (Taxila) Stariling as this may at first sight appear, there
arc many circumstances which not only lake away from its strangeness, but scem to
vender it prolable. In the first place Taxila, as just poinfed oul, was one of the
ereat contres of Serpent Worship. The country they claim to have migrated from
is, by the ancient Sanskrit authorities, ealled Kumboja? Theiv capital they call
Inthapattapuri (Indraprastha), and that of 8iam was Ayuthin (Ayodhyd), the two
capitals of the MabAbhirata and Rémdyana, and almost all the other principal lowns
throaghout the country bear Sanskrit names. I IHalifax, Boston, and New York,
are evidence of an Euglish people having seftled in Americn, the names of the
Cambodinn cities are equally conelusive in fhis respeet.

Another argument which seems as important as any other, is the similarity of
the style of nechiteeture in {he two countries. 'This is not only traccable in the
arrangement. ol their temples, bud in the details.  The Cashmere pillars are curiously
like {hose of the Grecinn Dorie order, those of Cambodia are cven more classical,
hut resemble Roman Dorvie, Nothing similar to cither as yet been discovered between
the two points, but theve is an amount of classical influenee apparent in the
sculpture al Amravati which scemns to supply a connceting link.

The improbability of sach n migration is considemably lessened by the know-
ledge that an lndian colony did reach Java, by sca of coursc; did introduee there
their own faith, and bailt those wonderful temples of Brambanan ahd Boro Budder,
which in many respeets resemble, though they do not rival, those of Cambodia. All
this has heen rendeved more probable within the last fow years by the discovery of
Serpent Worship exisling to the extent it docs at Amravati, near the mouth of the
Kistnah, the very counlry whenece navigators sct sail who were about to cross the bay
of Bengal going to the Gold Coast,' and there scems now to be no doubt but that this

U Bentinn, Volker des O:ihiedien Asden, 1, 1 393,

3 Wilteed, AL, VIS5, VI 3360 Muir, Orvigioal Sanserit Taxts, I1. 368, . &«

3 Eway on the Ak ander of Avehiveture os exhibited in the Tewples of Kasliniz, by Captain A,
Cunninghamn, J. AR Septembur 1848,

b Ptolemy, VIL |
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was Thatdn or Suverns Bhumi near the wmouth of the Sitang river to which Asoka
sent the missionaries SBono and Utlaro after the third Convocation 253 p.c! At that
time and down to the fifth or sixth century A.n. Thatin was the potnl by which
the trado of India reached the far east, and that consequently by which the Indians
almost inevitably reached and kept up their communication with Cambodia.®

Every day since attention was turned to the scolptures at Amravati, fresh
evidence of the prevalence of Serpent Worship in Central India has come to light,
and it scems now tolerably clear, cither that serpent races passed down the valley
of the Indus, across Central Tudia by the valley of the Godavery, and ihence hy sca
to Cambodia; or that they passed from Takshafild dircet by land to Amravati, and
thence to the Golden Chersonese. If a straight line is drawn on the map hetween
theso two first-named places it passes over Sanchi and other spots where Snake
Worship once prevailed, and on the whole this rvoute scems to be the one fhe
emigrants would most probably have taken; bul we ave only yel on the threshold
of the inquiry, and must wait for further information hefore deciding.

The time when this migeafion took place is even more difficult to fix, but it appears
to havo first commenced in the fourth century, (alter 318,) o have heen continued
in the fifth and sixtl, and probably reached its height in e era of the religious
disturbances and persecutions in India in the cighth and tenth centuries. Cambodia
was conquered by tho Siamese hetween the years 1351-T4, the capital desiroyed,
and depopulation sct in. Feom {hat time Serpent Worship scems fo have deelined
and to have been entively superseded hy Buddhism, whiel probably eoexisted with
it during a greater part of the fime in varying degrees of ascendoney, hul which is
now the {aith of all the civilized Indo-Chinese provinees.

The Cambodian legends which rvefer to the ecolonization of the couniry and
the huilding of the city of Inthapattapuri, are all extremely similar to those related
by Hionen-Thsang, when speaking of the Kamhoja whenee they are said to haye come,
as noticed above, In all the dragon king's daughter is the peincipal personage, and
from her the royal race claim to be descended.  Tu the Cambodian legend it i velated
that the banished prince, Phra Thong, was dviven, after o long sea voyage, on an island
where grew a wonderful Talok tree, “ Grewia ingequalis.””  ITe ascends its branches to
look ahout him, but the trec grows faster than {lie celebrated beanstalk of Jack, and
he fears he shall never see his mother carth again.  In deseending, however, he finds
himself in a wonderful grotto in the hollow of the iree, where he meets with the
dragon king’s daughter, and marries her. The father consents to their union, and

1 Mabawnaso, ch, XILL, p, 71,

35 The erndle of Buddbist in Buemaly™ by K. B 806 A 8L Johu in Phaix, vol T 180, o seqq.

4 The kingdom nod city seem to have been at the height of their presperity when they were visited by the
Chinrse truveller in 1283/97, whase necount of the country was transluled by Abel Rénweat, nud publishel in the
ftrst. volwine of the ¢ Nouvenax Méianzes Asintigues”

He mentiony the great serpent with wine heads that formsd the parapel of the Inidge, and whicl still exisls
in tuine, and the 54 stutues of divinities, sach holding n serpent in his hand {p, 107).  He also mentions the
golden tower of the palace where the king lept, snd where Jormerly dwelt o faivy in the form of u nine-headed
scrpent, who was cousidered as the protectross of the kingdom,  Fie s not, it is (rao, ennmermide Serpent Worship
by name ns one of the veligions of the country, nn? Buddbism sz only the seemul of the three, hat it thny T hid
under the nanwes of the other twe {p, 110), or it may he that he overlooked the suburban temple of Nuklon Vad,
to whick that form of worship nuy lnve been eoniined fn his day.
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builds the city of Nakhon Thom For iheir residence, where he comes frequently to
visit his heloved danghter; but the people complain of his presence, and his ungrateful
children frighten him away by placing an image of the four-faced Brahma over the
gate of the city.

Another form of the legend s, that king Tathumma Surivong, while reposing under
the wonderful tree, saw the deagon king’s danghier bathing with ler companions
in a neichbowing lake, fell in love and married her, and wenl to the underground
ahode of his father-in-law, where he spent a fortnieht,  According to this legend
he hohmved muelt hetter 1o the old Serpent than Prinee Phra Theny,

Acenrding fo a thied form, Tndra had come down from lheaven, but had
neeloeted to bring any [emale attendants with him; fecling the loncliness of his
sttuation, ook up with the drgon king’s daughter, who bore to him Ketumalea,
the father of Pathumma Surivoug, whe seems really {o have heen the foander of
the city.*

We have o date twice repeaded, 957-8 a.p., for the aceession of the last-named
King, and il the names ahove ¢uoted were veally or elosely connected with one
another, ax the lerends would lead us to suppose, the migration and all the
subsequent even(s down to the founding of the ity really teok place in the tenth
contuey.  T0 we were to deaw our conclusions from the legeuds alone, this view
must  probably  be adopted; Dut {he condest, and the indications from Indian
experience, ineline me fo extend the time between the first. migration and the
buitding of the ety to four or five eenturies; hut it is at presend little more
than guess work, I so far as the earlier dates are concerned. The eireumstanee that
interests us most s the important part played in these legends hy Nang Nakh,
the Sevpent king's daughier, and the description of her father and Ms kingdom,
TFoolish und legendary as all this may appear st first sight, it asswmes considerable
importance when we find it resulting in some of the most wonderful temples which
the world ever saw, mad in the most remarkable  devolopment of pure Serpent
Worship anywhere 1o be found.

CuiNa.

1t is extremedy difficult fo aseerfain anything that s at all satisfactory regarding
the worship of fhe serpent in China. No schelar, so far as T km‘n‘::; has investigated
the subjeet, nor has any fraveller devoted special altention {o sueh indications of it
as may exist in {he country.  We are consequently left to such stray passages as are
scatered here and theve in the various authors who treat of Chinese subjects, and
without knowing exactly whal reliance to place on the information so afforded. It is

VThe Serpent King was, it appoars, a0 Salbutarion, ot least b devoted every soventh duy to prayer,
Ba o, o397, Seealso Trans, BAS,, voll T e 84, whiere Col. Tow eeports, * Every seventh day the mighty
* Najn Nign dssues forth from his palnee, and having weended o high meamtain, pours forth his soel in nrdent
* gevalion.”

¢ AN these Tegends sre tahen from Bostion's Viither des Oatlichen Asien, pages 393 to 439, They are
sa tixed up together wul with exirancous matler thut it is itupossible to quote sepursie pngrs, cven if it were
worth while,
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nevertheless impossible to observe the very impertant part the Dragon plays in the
imagery and decoration of Clinese temples, on the dress and ornaments of the kings,
or on the standards of the army, without feeling thal some important symbholism is
concealed heneath its almost aniversal employment. 1t is true that in modern times
the dragon has been invesled with wings, and teeth, and elaws, and {rapsformed
into a mounster more horrible than any nighimare that ever disturbed the sleep of a
-mediseval herald ; still il s diflicult to avoid the couvietion that if we could trace
him far cnongh Dback, we should find that he was developed out of something
much more nearly resemlling “a beast ol the field,”

To take onc inslance mmong many, Kiempfer’ relates that two  leaven-sent
Serpents watehed over the fist washing of Coufucius, for which @ spring hurst
forth from the floor of the cave in which lic was born. 1t would he intevesting,
for many reasons, to know when this tradition arose, and whether it is really Chinese
or imported [rom India. Confucius was nearly contemporary with Buddha, and ot
a slightly subsequent time® was teaching doetvines so similar to those of the Indian
philosopher, that now {liat they have got mixed up together in China, it is
exteemely difficult to discriminate what belongs {o eael. The connexion hefween
Buddhism and Serpent Worship will be sufliciently appaent in the  following
pages. It would be curious if Chinese philosoply eould be {wced to the same or
any similar source,

The following s another example. “ TFather Mindin, one of the Jesuils who
“ obtained a settlement in China, says that the Clinese delight in mowntains wnd
“ high places, because there dives the dragon, upon whom their good fortane depends.
“ They call him the father of happiness. Lo this dragon they creet temples, shuled
“ with groves.”™ This is exactly what we would expeet, hut when we nuweel with
such a passage as fhis we ave foped to ask, If this he so, why has not everyhbody
seen it, and why have not others told vs the same story ¥

The most satisfactory cvidence | have obtained regarding Serpent Worship in
China is from a Chinese work, entitled © The Great Cloud Wheel Rain asking
“ Suta” It is an Imperial work, printed in its present form ander the maspices
of Keen Lung, Ao, 1783, and forms part of a greal eofleetion ol Buddhist standard
works. Tt is supposced 1o De spoken by Buddha in the * beautifully adorned Greal
“ Cloud Circle Hall of the Naga-Rija Nanda Upnnanda, and consists of a succession
“ of Dhdrayis imparted by Buddha to the dragons for the sake of these who in
“ their worship desired rain.”*

The most curious part of the book is the plates. These vepresent, tivst, o NAga
temple, whiell very mueh resembles-~though the likeness is, of course, aceidental
the tabernacle of the Jews. The shrine is a tewt, standing in o reetangular cuefosuse
swrrounded by cunyns sereens,  The furniture consists of an altar and Your lichted

L JJapan, 426, See also Life of Confueing, Chinese Classies, vol L p. 39,

2 Conluciuy was § years nhl when Bindidha ilied.

* The Tev, Bathurst Denne, quoting Cambray, Mémoires Ueltigues, p. £63,

4 The work in guestion wuaa lent me by the Bev.o 50 Beal, n thoronghly competent ¢Chingse seliolur, who
furnished the above particulurs,  Ilis opinien i, that the work even In ils present furm i3 older tham the 13th
century, though the weodeuls may e more modern, See plso ] B AL 8 XX, 170,
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candles. Seven ialles, or stands, are laden with cakes (shewbread), and as many
with fruit; and seven lamps take the plice of the seven-branched candlestick, There
are four woodeuts representing the deitics worshipped in the temple. One of these
Xo, 8, is reproduced in fac-simile in the annexed woodeut.

g 1t is a form of ihe 8erpent God which was

invented in Indin in the twelfth or thirtecnth
centyry, awd with which we shall presently becomo
familiar! A human hcad and body, cnding in
a serpentine form from the waist downwards, but
with the muelt more characteristic accompaniment
of a degenerade serpent hood.  In the first figure
in this Chinese work, the Niga has threo serpents
tisingy behind its head; in the second, five; in
the thivd—that in the woodeut—seven; and the
last, nine serpents, The lower extremitics of the

[ first. and sceond ave spolted like serpents.  This
If j-'-%.”f— ~ \T ._“\:; one and {he fourth have seales more like those
B R ) WA | of a fish, In India hetween the third century
i P e— = w.c. and the fwelfth A, we lind scrpent hoods
r ez -] 1 ranging from {heee to seven heads, hut never the
R =P hman body ferminating in @ serpent downward,

Xane, paat Ca N0 Sk 1ith after the last quoted date.

Although l ihis may have heen derived from India, and in its present form
probably was so, still it is interesting to find it practised in China so long after it
has Been foreotten there, At the same time, howoever, as hinted in speaking of
Cambodia (p. 52), it ix hy no means elear that both Indin and China may .not
have horrowed {hetr Serpent. Worship from some common centre in Thibet.  We
are not yel, however, in a position to say whether it penctrated to China by the
sonthiern route it afterwards ecrtainly took, or whether it may not have reached it
by the north, or from a common contre in Tartary.

OCEANIA,L

It has loug Deen known that Serpent Worship prevailed to a «onsiderable extent
in some at leaslt of the lands in the Pacifie, had the notices of it that I have met
witle sre singularly vague and unsatisfactory.  No one with the requisite loeal knowledge
has yet thought it worth while o collect and arrange the facts, so as to render them
available as historieal data; and till this i3 done, it is impossible to employ usefully
cven such information as we possess,

My own impression is thaf, wherever we find human sacrifices prevailing, or
what—if we dare pul sueh words together—we ought rather to designate as religious
cannibalism, there Serpent Worship will he found also. In the Fiji islands it
cortainly exists,  Degei, one of their principal gods, is supposed to be cnslirined or

V Vide infra, page 73
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to exist in the form of a scrpent, lying coiled up in a cave of Navata, o mountain
on the coast of Viti Levu. Some traditions represent Jim with the head and pact
of the body of a serpent, the rest of him being of stone, emblematic of his
cverlasting and unchangenble nature.?

The savages of Ausiralin, it is said, believe in the existenee of a gigantic
serpent, who created the world by a blow ol his tail, and who is the cause of
earthquakes. Nothing will induce them, Twwever, 1o reveal {o the white wman the
riteg with which they worship the serpent, but which are reported to include luunan
sacrifices and eannibalism.?

Traces of Serpent Worship ave found al Suku and Kedal, and other places in
Java, but theve appavently not eonnected with Buddhisin® but as a local superstitiosn
of the natives; and other instancees might be quoted, i it weve worth while, or they
conld be depended upon.  So little, however, is this the case, that the suhjeet would
hardly have been worth mentioning at all, weee 3t not that one of the most
inleresting problems conneeted with the subjeet 1s tho sapposed connexion between
the Scerpent Worship of the Old World and thal of Central Ameriea.  Ts it possible
it could Lave migrted vid the Fiji Islands and {he Marquesas?  There does not
seem to be any otlwr roule which presents greater probabilitios, il we are prepared
to concede the previous question that America did horvow her Serpent Worship from
the East; but as yet this is far frowr being settled.

CrvioN.

We must waib for further information before we ean speak with munything lke
ceetainty, either regarding the extent to which Serpent Woreship prevails in Ceylon,
or with reference 1o any material cvidences which may atiesi its existenee in former
days.  Except Mr. Upham’s,' no work that L am aware of treats of the subjeet, and
no drawings except bis have been pmblishied whiel afford any information regarding
it. Though far from heing exhaustive, M. Upham’s work is sufficient o show I
imperfeet the conversion of the natives to Buddhism fixs been, and (o what an extent
the woership of the Niga still prevails.  In Ceylon, however, it seews how to be
ixed up with Denon Worship and the worst. superstitions of the Hindu Pantheon
to such an extent as to be barely recognizable, and it will require considerable Tnhouwr
to resolve all these superstitions into their component parts,

In addition to this, T have seen native drawings of mythological subjects, which
show a grealer admixture of Serpent Worship than woald be  found in  shnilar
represeniations on the continent of Indin; and I have also had aceess to original
drawings by Luropeans in which the three or seven-headed Naga is found adorning
almost every sacred spot in {he country.® . The difliculty is to judge from such

b seewnnn, Mission to Vitd, p. 250,

2 Manuseript information,

$mir 8, Radllew, Java, sol i po 47, Conwburds Dictiotary of the Knstern Al'(’]lipt'l:lgu, sub vouilms,

! Histury awd Doctrine of Baddhism in Ceylon, by Ed. Upham.  London, 1529,

5 Mr, Nieholl, the artist who mude the drawmgs from which sll the architecturn subjectn in SirJ, Fanerson
Temnent's work wern engraved, reeently showed me his orighial sketehes, Exerywhers at Anurfidlapura,
Pollounrun, Dumbool, &e, the Nagn appears promisent,  The engraver, net kirowing wlat it was, hus ranverted
it into u hewd-dress, which it requites u very praetised ey to recogoize an a seven-hemled sinke,
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materials as exist what is réally old and what may have beon added; this, however,
any competent antiquary on the spot could very easily determine.

In the meanwhile, however, numerous photographs of the antiquities of Ceylon
have reached this country,’ and they show in the first place that the entranve of all
the larger temples are guarded Ty Wardens, who invariably have hoods of Scrponts
with seven lheads, Buddha is also sometimes apparently so adorned.  Once certainly
on the Great Cave at Dambool with g throe-headed Serpent hood ; but the most
striking itnage yet known fu exist in Ceylon is at Mchentele. Ilere, earved in high
relicf on the face of & rock, Is a greal five-headed snake rising suven or cight fecf
out of the deep walers of a tank, in which the lower parl of his body is hid. Iis
hood measures six feet aeross, and faken in conjunction with ifs accompaniments it
is one of the most imposing and awe striking images of a Niga known to exist in
that country.

Tu so far as they have heen translated the testimony of the Buddhist seripturgs
scems to b as distinet as such evidence ean be expected to be, that Ceylon was
inhabited by a Niga race of serpent worshippers when converted (o Buddhisi, the
legends say in the sixth, bot more probably in the third, century, s.c. Whether
Gorresio, the fruslator of the Rbmdlyana, is correct in asscrling that the Rikshasas
whowe Rama eneountered in that island were Ndgas o not, is o question that must
he left do Sanskril, scholars to decide,  I6 does not appear that tho passages avo so
understosd by the modera Hindus,  Saakes never appear as Rima’s opponends in
any of the thowand and one representalious ol thal famous war; but Gorresio may
be correel nevertheless, and ib would be intevesting to know®

The three Ceylonese historical works which have been {ranslabed-~the Mahi-
wanso, Ratndeart, and RajAvali—all commence with an acesind, more or less detailed,
of the conversion of the NAgas of Ceylon by Baddha himself.

The account in the Mahdwanso is to the following effeet®: “Tn the fifth year
“ ol his Buddhuhood, the vanquistwer of {he five deadly sins pereciving that a condlict
“ was in hand bebween (he Nigas Muhodaro and Childodare for possession of 1 gems
« set throne, ond of compassion to the Nigas visited Nigadwipo.” *

At that time (his Mahodare was o Niga king of a Niga kingdom, 500 yojanas
in extent, hounded by the eecan, s sister had been given in marringe to u Naga
king of the Kanawaddlamimo mountain, snd her son claimed the throne Ty
inheritance, &e. “To them the vanguisher preached a sermon of reconciliation.
“ Both partics rejoicing thereat, made an offering of the gem-sel throne to the divine
“ sage,  The divine teacher alighling on the carth, sealed himsell on the throne, and
“ was served Dy the Nigw kings with celestial food and beverage. The lord of the

! These photographs bave bheen prineipally taken at the expense of Government, and though they only
at present cepresent the two ol eapital cities, it is intended to extend tho serivs to other loealitios, and when this
is done mand they ace aceompanivd by the requissto Letterpress, Ceylon will possess o more complete ifhestrution of
s antigultivs than auy other possession of the British Crowi,

# When ke gool 4 Savsbait scholay us Muir donlis, it would he presumptiens in me to advance an opinion
See Sanskrit Teats, IL 1356,

3 Malmwinso translubind by the Hou. €2, Turnour, p. 4.

4 The trauxlation Jimits the genn Nioulwipo to the northern portion of Ceylon, but on what grouuds does
not appear.  Tho coutext s2ans {0 imply the whole island,
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“ universe procurcd for 80 kotis of NAgas, dwelling on land and in the water, the
“ gnlvation of the faith, and the state of picty " (p. 8).

The maternal uncle of Mahodaro, the Néga king of Kalylni, who was preparing
to join in the war is also converted, and at parting Buddha promises to return,
meanwhilo bestowing on the Niga king the gem-set throne, and having planted the
RijAyatana tree, at parting addressed them thus, ©Oh, Nga kings! worship this my
“ ganctified tree; unto you, iy beloved, it will bo a comfort and a consolation.”

The some story is told, with slight and unimportant vaviations, in ihe other
two historics, and from that {ime forward the Mahdwanso teems with Niga legends
they seem, however, all to reler to the continent of India rather than Ceylon, and will
be alluded to when necessary hereafter.  The conversion of the island seems to have
been completo in the time of Afoka, B.c. 250," and as the earliest of the seripiures
we have were not reduced to writing in their present form hefore the filth century
after Christ, we mnst, not expeet from Ruddhist aunthorities any admnission of a faith
adverse to Buddhism existing in the island at that dale,

This, however, is just one of {hose eases in whieh the wmonuments are so nseful
to supplement the “litern seriptn.”  If they were examined we should see how far
the conversion was radical, and to what exlent the people still adhered to their old
faith. My impression is, that alter more than 2,000 years, tlicir conversion is still
far from heing complete. Whenever any competent person will Took helow {he surface,
I am very much mistaken if the old Serpent Worship is not found still practised by
the aboriginad races i all remote parls of 1he islaud; hut it s useless speculafing
when veal informnation can be so easily obiained.

Whatever may be the result of the investigation into the Sevpent Worship of
Ceylon, there is no doubt whatevee ahoul the prevalence and importance of Trea
Worship in {hat island.  The legend of the planfing of 1he Rijiyatana Tree hy Baddhn
has already heen alluded to, bnt the history of the transference of a Tranel of the
Bo Tree from Buddli-gayit o Anuweddhapua is as anthenlic and as important as any
event recorded in the Ceylonese annals,  Send by Adoka (260 B.¢) it was recelved
with the utmost reverence by Devanampiyatisso, and planted in a most conspicuous
spot in the cenbree of his capital? There il has been revereneed as the ehiel and most
important *“numen ™ of Ceylon for more than 2,000 years, and if, or ifs lineal deseendant
sprung at least [rom ithe old root, is there worshipped af this hour. The eity is in
ruins; its great dagobas have fallen to deeay; its monasteries have disnppeared;
but the great Bo tree still flourishes according to the legend, © Bver green, never
* growing or decreasing, but living on for ever for the delight and worship of
“ mankind.” Annually thousands repair to the sacred precincts within which it
stands, to do it honour, and to offer up those prayers for health and prosperity which
they Dclieve are more likely to be answered if uttered in' ils presence, There is
probably no older idol in the world, cerfainly nonc more venerated.?

1 Throughout this work tho year 230, as a duto casily remenbeeed, is sssnmed as (it of Adokn, 1t is
probuble thet the true dato of his necession iy 270, amd g Te reigned 35 years, his dondli ook place in 235 wc;
250 n.e. iy therefore & fair memn, ard has the merit of invo'ving no hypothesiv us o the chranology of tho period.

3 Mahawanso, chup, xvii.

4 Sir Emerson Tennent, Col. Forhea Leslie, Chapman, and indeed everyonc who has writfen about Ceylon,
mention tho fuet.  “The drawinga of it slso are numeroun.
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Inprs,

In every esseniial respect the religious history of Indin is extremely similar to
that of Persia, but with one curious accidental diffevence, which influenced to a con-
siderable oxtent, their outward aspeel and ultinte fate. TFrom the accession of the
Achiemenidie till the oll religions were practically swept away by the Mahomedan
invasion, all the countries of Central Asia were united under one seeptre, and subject
to one code of laws, The eonsequenee is, that the Turanian, the Semitie, and the
Aryan wces, which  successively occupicd  those eountries known as Persia in ils
witlest sense, all beenme  more or less amalgamated info a homogencous people,
and their religions were also to the same extent fused into one great whole.  The
Ayran religion ol Ormuzd was united in bonds of most unholy matrimony with
the Turanian form of Alwiman, and the Magian religion acted as a {flux o unite
(ho two, at least to sueh an extent as probably to defy all the efforts of modern
analysis {o separate them again into their original clements.

The ease of India was widely different. No nalive {radition represents India
ax ever wifed wnder one rule. When the Greeks visited it they found it divided
into 122 difforent nations, and the number probably was never less, it may have
Leen nore, Gl towieds fhe cud of 1he seventeenth eenlury, when the Moguls under
Aarangzehe nearly sueceeded in rendering thelr sway paramount in India; but just
as tie house of cavds was abont to he completed, it fell to picces from the inherent
wiant ol eohesion in (he pards,

This cirewmstanee venders the history of the religions of Indin very much more
perplexed and wore diffieult: to Tollow ; bat onee the subjeel is mastered 1he Indian
fortn hecomes not only more -instruetive, but also very mueh more interesting o
{he stiwdent of comparative mythology.

- No important Semitie element apparently ever existed among the populations of
India, but from the carliest historical times we find {wo well defined and perfectly
distined races,  One, {the Avyan, or Sanskrit-speaking race, who cutered Indin, it is
gruerally snpposed, aeross the Upper Indas, and eventually spread themselves through-
out the whole of the valley of the Ganges, and the countries between the Vindhya
aud the llimalaya mountains.  The other, known as the Dravidians, of Turanian
affinities and speaking Tamul, or langnages closely allied to it, entered India prohably
carlier than the Aryans, bub across the Lower Indus, and now occupy the whole Uf
the southern part of the peninsula nearly up to the Vindhya mountains.?

There seems to he na differenee of  opinion among Indian  ethnologists with
regard  to these fwo great divisions of ihe people, but it is not quite so clear
whether theve waus not @ thind ocvupymﬂ' the countries north of the Vindliyas and
between them and the ITimalayas, in which they have been superseded by the Aryans.
The language of the superior race has so completely taken possession of every depart-
ment of literature at the carliest period to which our knowledge extends, that we

b Arvian, Tiliea, YU,

- Comparative Granunae of the Drdsidian or South Indinn family of {nngnages, by the Rev. I Crldwell,
B.A. London, 1836,
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have o~ written record of the cxistence of this aboriginal people; and the blood of
all has in modern times been so mixed by migration and colonization, that it scems
impossible to dig back to the roots through the jumble of languages and races that
now cxists in the valley.

The mode in which the question presents itself as bearing on the present inquiry
is this :—It may safely be asserted that no Aryan race, while existing in anything like
purity, was ever converted to Buddhbism, or could permancntly adopt iis doetrines. If
we take, for instance, the three leading features of that faith, atheism, metempsychosis,
and abscnce of caste, they are essentinlly Turanian, and lound everywhere among
people of that race, but arve dislinetly opposed to the leelings of the Aryans wherever
they are found. It is quite frue that the Aryans may, during their 2,000 yoars
residence in India belore Baddha's tinie have become so mixed with the native bribes,
and so impnre, that some of their families may have tewmporarily adopted the new faith.
Sp far as we now know this seems cspecially to have heen the ease in the carly ages
of Buildhism, bnt when that religion assumed the essentinlly Turanian form which it
obtained from the changes introdneed by Nigirjuna about the Christian era, the fwo
forms of faith hecamo absolutely antagonistie, which they had not been before,

On the other hand, it docs not appear that the Devidian races ever were essen-
lially, or to any great exteni, serpent worshippers, or ever were converted to
Buddhism. Tt may be too bold a generalization, in the present state of our know-
ledge, to assert that no rvace ever permanently adopted Buddhism who had net
previously been Serpent Worshippers—hut, il nol quite true, it is nearly so; and
though Serpent Worship is found soutls of the Kistnal, it is below the Ghidns and
among races who eannot be classed as pure Dravidians,  In like manner, though there
were Buddhists in Drivida-desa, there are hardly any {races of Buddhist huildings or
establishments now to he found south of Asnravati.

Tf this should ceventually prove to be the corveet view of the ease, it hecomes
neeessary to asswme the existence in the valley of the Ganges of o people dilfering
from Dravidians and more closely allicd to the Thibetans, the Burnese, aud other
Indo-Chinese races. Some kind of Buddhism prohably existed heyond the Himalayas
before Sﬁkya-nmni’s time. It slill flourishes there, and seems indelible in all these
lands. TIn India it did aitain great prevalenee and power during a thonwsand years, aud
no doubt somethiug like it existed also there before the time of S;‘lkya-muni; Bt su
little hold does it seem to have had on that people that it is now so completely
washed out, that there hardly exists a single {ruc Buddhist, certainly not a Buddhist
establishment, between {1he Tiimalayas and Cape Cormorin®

Assuming this view ol the maller {o he eovrect, it is cvident t}mt- any lraces of
Serpent Worship that may be found in the Vedas or cardicr writings of the Aryans
must cither he interpolations of a Iater date and conecessions to the superstitions of
the subject races. If we may trust a paper rceeutly published in Bombay, sueh
references do cxist, and the Sarpa rajni “the queen of the serpents or the queen of

Y If T woderstund him correetly, this is tho ogpinion off Brinn L Hodgson, Inte of doe Bengal Civil Serviee,
as exprossed i g series of pupers he is now publi-hing in the © Phienix Mouthly Magazine,”
4 In a rocent statistien! report on the population of Bwmbay, [ see “Doudists” enumerated among the

sects. Who are they ?
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¢ all that moves ™ is alluded to in the Rig Veda and certainly mentioned in the Aitarcya
Brihmana and other writings of that class, ¢ The Black Yajur Veda,” ouwr author
adds, *contains more prayers to Berpents and Scrpend Worship than the Rig Veda.
“ In the Sanhitd of this Veda are prayers {o the Sarpis who are addressed as inhabiting
“ the heavens, the skics, the rays of the sun, the water, the vegetables, &c.'* In all
these instances it will, however, be observed that it is tho Sarpis or Scrpenis properly
so called that are thus addressed, in subsequent times the Nilgas {fake their places, and
though in some instances it is dillicult o diseriminale hetween the two, the latter have
always more affinity to humanity and human form than the pure Sarpds.®

The teaditions from which the Rimfyana was compiled also represent a state of
Aryan society so comparatively pure, that, excepl in cases above alluded to (p. 58),
there is probably mo mention of NAgas therc. But the heroes of the Mahfibhirata
were inueh less pure aoaace  Their oviging their polyandry, and other peculiarities, all
point to ihe Himalayas; and from this work, consequently, we may expeet some
Hght on Scrpent Worship.  The poem, however, was compiled—in its present form
al least—Dby Brahmans long after the events it desevibes; and although many ancient
fragments are encrusted in its more modern form, little even of its parrative ean he
aceepted as true history.

One of the most remarkable coincidences conneeted with the subject of Serpent
Woaorship arises  from the fact that the Maldbhéata, which may practically be
considered as one of the books of the Ilindu Bible, opens, like the Pentateuch,
with a curse ou the Serpent. What 15 even more curious is that in hoth instances
the same “equivoque™ as fo the name exists: rvond carclessly or in a {ranslation,
the curse in ihe Iindu epic is on the wveplile, not on its worshippers, just as
happens in e Bible, where, however, the coneiseness of the narrative docs not
enable us to veelify the meaning rom the eontext. In the Tndian poem, however,
fhie story of the great sacvifiee for the destruction of the Serpents is so mixed up
with historical and hwnan action thatl it is evident at oncc that the ambiguity?
aboul the name, is only seized upon by e Hinde pocts as an execuse for intro.
ducing the supernatwral info an ordinary human transaction, and to emable them to
give reic fo thal exuberancee of faney which is the curse of their poctie effusions,

‘assing over the first canto, which is a general infroduction to the whole pocm,
the next three (Slokas 657 to 2197), ave wholly oceupied by the affairs of the Niga

: -

1 Serpeut Worship in Western {ndin by Rao Suahih Vishosth Narayan Mandlik. J. B. B. R. A. 8. 1X,
pp- 188-0.

2 AL Vivien de St Martin, in his © Glographic du Veda,” pp. 1034, states that the Aryans nscribed .
to the Daxyus the pawer of controlling the elements, and of granting or withhulding tin af their pleasure,
It thizs were so, il wig not to the peeplo themselves, hut to their Sirpegt God, that this power should have
been ascribed Ly the writers of (s byvms of tho Vedns, T confess, however, that my reading of the work
in Wilson’s transIntion does not hear out ihis attribuiion,

U Tn the Adi Iarva the word used for serpent is ulmost invariably « NAga” In the Vana Turva, whero
Bhiman grets into trouble with Nulusha, in the form of o real serpent or bon, it is as usually  Sirpa * ot as is
mentioned in g very Jowned paper i the JJ BT R AL S, vol, IX py 183, iy diffieult o distinguish at dhis
day between the Nagns aud the Sirpas. The two words, i their religious aeeeptation, are now practically
treatd as cqrivalent,  Sdrpa is the more compreliensive term, and means aoything that moves, Nigas are
tretecd as B speeies of superior Birpas, and Nigu now specially means tho most venomouy serpent—the Cobra di
Capello,
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race, commencing with the marringe of the two sisters Kadrd and VinatA with
the Rishi Kadyapa, and the strange desires of the two with regard to their progeny.
Theso led to Kadri, the eldest, being the mothier of 1,000 NAgns, who were the
progenitors of the whole serpent race. The names of lher principal deseendants
aro then given,' somo of which have alrcady been quoled, others will frequently he
referred to in the sequel; such, for instance, as Sesha, VAsuki, Airdvata, Takshaka,
Karkotaka, Kiliya, Ailz or Eldpatra, Nila and Anila, Nahusha, and others.  Her sister,
on the other hand, hecame the mother of Garuda, who, in consequence of the frick
played by Kadrd on her sister, became the all-powerful encmy of the NAga race, and
henco also the mother’s curse, from whieh such falal consequences flowed.

When divested, however, of its poetic garh, and all its mythological rubbish,
the story of tho MahAbhirata, in so far at least as Serpent Worship is concerned,
does not seem difficult to understand, and may Le suceinetly narrated.

The Lunar raco, to which the heros of ke great war belonged, were a sccond
great horde of the Aryan race, who scem to have entered TIndia across the 1ipper
Indus at least 1,000 years after the purer so-called Solar race. The first seat to
which we ean trace them Dback scems to bo Takht-i-Bahai, north of Peshawar”
Thenece, passing through the Punjib, we find them seitled at 1Listinapara, between
the Jumna and Ganges, aboul the thirtecenth century m.c., when the real action of
the pocm commences,

Thoe first transaction in which the Nigas appear, is the burning of the forest of
Khandava® Simply, it scems, that when the family at TTAstinapura Deeano too
numerons, it was determined to found a second eapital, and fir this purpose the spot
where Delhi now stands was cleaved by burning the forest which then ocenpied ifs
site, and dislodging the Nfigas who occupied the spot. The Nigas were profected
by the Buddhist deity Indea. But, attacked by the Vedie god Agni, the Brahman
poct represents them as all perishing exeept their king Takshaka.

Subsequent to this the relations belween the Pandus and the Nigas seem to have
been of the most friendly deseription.  Arjuna, m his first hanishment, marries fist
Ulapi,* the daughter of a Naga king at the foot of the Himalayas, near ITurdwar;
and shortly afterwards he formed a still more important connexion, hy marrying
Chitringadi, daughter of Chitravihana, the Niga king of Manipur, by whom ke had
9 son, Bhabra-vhana, who played so strange o part in a subscquent episode, when
his father, in the performance of the Aswamedha, or horse sacrifice, again visited
Manipur.® From these and other minor particulars it would scem that the anthor of
the MahAbhirata wished to represent the Arvyans of that day as cultivating friendly
relations with the aborigines. The real quarrel took place some time after ihe
great war was ended, and in this mamner;—Parikshit, the grandson of Arjuna, had
succecded to the throne; and one day, while hunting in the forest, incensed al the

1 Adi Parva 1551, et seq.

3 Bellow, Report on the Yusulenis, p. 136. Home very curious sculptures lave recently been discovered
at this place, but they are all long subsequent to the age of Bhirte, and betruy o Deeiris, or at loust o
Wostern, influnence, which gives them a charnctor very (ifferent from nnything found in India.  They are all
Buddhistic ; but with a strong infusion of Guweo-Buetrisn feeling,

¥ Adi Pacva, Fruche's teanslation, BOSO, b seq. ¥ Loc. TTHR.

b Wheeler's History of Tndin, vol. I, p. 404,
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contumacious silence of g hermit,! insulled him by hanging the dead body of a snake
round his neek. lis son and disciple cursed the king for this insult to his father, and
invoked the aid of Takshaka, the kiug of serpents, to avenge it. The consequence
was, that on the cighth day from that time Parfkshit was bitten® by Takshaka,
who is always represented as king of Takshadild* Tt was fo avenge this assassination
of his father, that Janamejayn undertook the greal sacrifice for the destruction of
the Niigas* Thousands —myrinds—had alveady perished, when the slaughter was
stiyedd at the infervention of Astika, a HBraliman, though at the same time the
nephew  of Visuki, the serpent king of the castern Nigus® It is probable the
remmnant cither, like Astika, become converts, or al least promised submission to the
dominion of the Aryans. We consequenily hear no more of them for three or four
cenfurics, till at last, aboul the year G691 B.c, wo find a Niga dynasty on the
throne of Magadhd;® and it was wnder Ajdtasairu, the sixth king of this race, in
the year 623, that Buddha was born, and the great regeneration of the subject
races was inangurated.

The sequel of the story of the MabAbbArata is told with great vividness in the
Nhghnanda,’ a Buddhist drama, aseribed to 8ri 1Tarsha Deva, of Canouge (A.D. 610 to
GEsy s there narrated that Vasuki, in order to save the remunant of the Niga raece
which was threatened with extermination by their terror for Garada, agreed to supply
their insatiate enemy with a Niga vietim daily.  This went on till the bones of the
Nigas whitened the plain, when Jimata Vabana, the hero of the drama, moved by the
agony of the mother of one of the vielims, offered himself in the true spirit of Buddhisin
as o willing substitute for the doomed Naga. This devolion and self-sacrifice so
astonishes Gurigla, that feeling ashamed of previous voracity, he abandons his claim
to his duily meal, restores life to those he had devoured, aud all ends happily.

If we knew more of fhe local ethmology of India, all {his nareative might probably
be authenticated to an extent which it is now impossible to attempt. Tt iy curious
to observe that in Manipur, the seene of Arjuna’s macringe with Chitringad?d, and his
slanghter by her son, that at the present day the peculiar god of the Royal family is
a xpeeies ol snake, ealled Pa-lamg-ba, from which the family claims descent. When
it appears, it is conxed on to a cushion hy the priestess in attendance, who then
performs certain ceremonies to please it.  This snake appears sometimes, they say, of
great size ; when he does so, it is indieative of his Leing displeased with something.
S0 long as he remains of a diminutive form, it is a sign hie is in good humour.?

In the immediate neighbourhood of Muanipur there are numerous {ribes-of
aboriginal people, still called Nigas.  Prom their name and loeality it might be
supposed  they muxt be Serpent Worshippers; but no one has yet observed that
form of faith among them.  The subject must, therefore, be remitted for further
inquiries,

£ X§ Parva, 1696, ot . T ok the Jay of the Suke World,” 1ranslated
¢ Lilem, 1501, by TL Bupd, BLAL with o introdaction by Profesor
3 Nileny, 674, A30, of srq. Cowell,  Laomdan, 18572,

¥ e, 2073, et sy, * Joueral AN, New Series, 1V, 87,

B hlem, 1023, et s, # Aveount of the Valley of Munipur, 1:3-' Mujor
& Wilson's Vishnu Purfina, po 467, Luswen®s Ll Macullveh = Reeords of Government of Indin, Neo.

Ale L (20 edy Appy po xxaviils el seyy, XXVIL 1838,
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The locality of Jannmejaya's sacrifice is said in the Mahdbhirata to have heen the
Kurukshetra, the famous battle-field of the Pandus and Kurus, north-west of Delhi,
hut another and morc prohable site is still pointed out at Agrahaut, in Orissa!
There, within the preeinets of a very old and remote, but now ruined, temple, may
be seen numerous small models of temples, said to have heen placed there by
Janamejaya, to represent those princes who could not he present on the oceasion.
They are probally not so old; hut it is strange to find the traditions of the
Mahfibhirata still clinging to these spots, and Serpent Worship still prevailing there.
At least, not far from this—at Sumbulpore—in 1766, Mr. Motte and another® went
to visit a grent snake that had been worshipped there since the world hegan!  They
saw him cmerge from his eave, which hie does every seventh day,” and aceept the
offering of a goat which his worshippers had provided. Aftev devowring it he took
a Dath in a canal that swrrounded his dwelling-place; and from the mark he left
in the mnd at the edge, Mr. Motio cstimated his diameter to have been about {wo
feet, He does not even guess his length, but it nust have been considerable.
When Major Kittee visited Sumbulpore in 1836 he was still alive,* and probably is
s0 still; andd, 1 have no doubt but that nuwmerous othee deities of the same sort
could casily be found if only looked for; bub attention has never hitherto heen direeted
to the subject.

If anywhero it certainly is abont Sumbulpore, or to the westward of it that the
ancient history of Tndia would lead us to look for traces of Niga Worship. The
names of the two Nigplr peovinees are certainly devived from the mythie snake,
“ and the significanee of their joint relation to the mysterious serpent gods o¢ serpent
““ yaces of Tudian mythology is enbanced when we find the Rajas of Chota Ndgpiv
“ ¢laim to be Nigabansis, or serpent deseended, and have, or till Iately had, the
“ Tunettes of {heir serpent ancestov engraved on {beir sigmels as proot of theiv
“ lineage.’s  Mr. Granl then goes on to enumerate the Rajas of Gurhit Mandla—
of Karond--and the chicf of Khairfghur, and ofhers, as cqually claiming Nign
descent, The Raja of Bastar, te adds, a Rajput, succeeded to e Niga line, which,
in an inscription, dated 1073, a.p, c¢laimed lo be deseended from Kasyapa, the
mythical progenitor of the sun, but who, through Kadei, one of hix wives, is «aid
to be the pragenitor of the Serpent race. ¢ But perhaps,” he adds, “the most curious
“ pelic of scrpent connexion left {n the provinees is at the Temple of Buran Deva,
« in Chattisgarh, which is evidently of very carly origin. Tt eontains no image bat
“ that of a Cobra, and Jying near are two inscriplions, one containing n Tist of
“ 92 kings, who irace theiv deseent to the union of a snake god with the daughter
“ of & holy man who lived south of the Narbadid.”
“ oonnexion with the snake imago® may, perhaps, imply that the Haihaya King at

“The inseriplion taken in

U Asiatie Resenrehes, XV, 257, . T Axintic Register, vol. L p. 82,

3 Vide nnte, uote, p. 51, s it passible that the period of ereation in Genesis being limited to seven duys i
u part of the prinveval Ophite fuith ?

 J. AL S B vl VIIL p. 478,

5 Grant, Introdustion to Gazetteer of Central Provinces, . Ixiv.

¢ Another serpent temple of even greater celebrity is found at Bhadeavati {Bhinduk), 16 miles NV, of
Cliondn. It is supposed, by the Cliands Braluning, says Major Lucie Smith, to Juve been creetal by Yuvnnambva
in hanour of the serpent who aided him ir 