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t98f 

When I was growing up, Saturday mornings were paradise. As soon as I 
got my 25~ allowance, I'd jump on my bike and head for the local drugstore. 
I had just two things on my mind: a Big Hunk candy bar and a Tarzan 
comic book. 

If Tarzan wasn't available, I only had one backup choice: Ti~rok, Son of 
Stone. Turok was about a couple of Indian braves trapped in this prehistoric 
valley, and rhey were constantly fighting off dinosaurs with their poison 
arrows. (Worked for me.) 

That was it: Tarzan or Turok. (Candy bar-wise, I was more flexible.) 
Everything else was just taking up valuable shelf space. I mean, what was 
the deal with Archie? Give me a break! I never could figure our who could 
get their heart racing when they read about Archie and Jughead getting into 
"hot water" at Riverdale High School and-Oh, my God!-being sent to 
Mr. Weatherbee's office. (Although, I admit, Berry was sort of cure.) 

There was this one issue of Tarzan that had a great impact on me-even 
more than the one where he battled the crocodile men. (That was pretty 
exciting, though; Archie, for the record, would have gotten his ass kicked 
by the crocodile men.) The Tarzan issue that I covered was this one that had 
a dictionary in the back containing the entire vocabulary of the great apes! 

This was a gold mine. Edgar Rice Burroughs, for those of you who 
haven't read the books, had created an actual language for the great apes. 
If you really wanted to be "inside" this world when you read about Tarzan's 
various adventures, you had to know Ape. Oddly enough, the apes them
selves always mixed a little English in with their own language, but I never 
thought about that a whole lot. 

I memorized that entire dictionary. (Well , it was only one or two pages 
long; they were apes, you know.) Bur today there are just a few words I 
still recall , especially kreegah and bundolo. English translation: "beware" 
and "kill ," respectively. Krugah and bundolo seemed to come up a lor in 
the jungle. 

Note: Tarzan, for the record, never uttered "cowabunga" or "oongowa." 
They're Hollywood inventions, as far as I know. And the same goes for 
"Cheetah. " Tarzan never had a sidekick chimpanzee named Cheetah. Shutah, 
on the other hand , was the Ape word for leopard. So, theoretically, if a 
leopard ever got inside his treehouse, Tarzan might say something like, 
"Jane! Kreegah! ... Sheerah! ... Tarzan bundolo!" Now you're talking Ape. 

However, if there was ever a reason to cry "foul" on the subject of Tarzan, 
it was what the movie makers did to his famous Tarzan yell. What in the hell 
was that? Were we all supposed to recoi l in fear at the sound of someone 
yodeling in a tree? Even as a little kid , I never could believe that someone 



had done that to Tarzan's "victory cry," a sound that Burroughs described 
as "shrill and horrible ... an awful cry ... a roaring shriek ... fearsome ... 
blood-curdling ... inhuman." He did not say "a sort of yodeling sound .. 
like someone being goosed while singing .... " 

But my growing interest in Nature began ro conflict with my zeal for 
Tarzan. I remember being especially troubled by the countless varieties of 
tropical insects and parasites he would have been exposed ro. Raised by apes, 
maybe, bur still basically a half-naked Brit. And Tarzan, equipped with 
two standard-issue opposable thumbs, was described as being able to "fly" 
through the forest canopy like a monkey. This was getting rough ro take, but 
I was still hanging in there. (As Judy Tenuta might say, " It could happen. ") 

And then there was this: Where did Tarzan get his hair cut? And his 
shave? Did you ever see any image of him with a beard? It seems to me, if 
you were (I) raised by apes, and (2) lived in the jungle, you'd sort of look 

like this: 

My final problem, which perhaps made me have to 
part ways with The Lord of the Jungle, was this: What 
kind of apes did Tarzan get raised by? Mr. Burroughs 
never comes right out and says "chimpanzees"-he just 

says "apes." Their physical description is something more 
akin to a gorilla, but they weren't gorillas, because the author 

distinguishes them from Tarzan's apes. In Africa, ape-wise, there 's nothing left. 
(Yes, I know about bonobos; he wasn't Tarzan of the bonobos.) So he was 
Tarzan of what apes? This has driven me crazy all my life. (I had to share.) 

I have no clear idea why I've written this essay on the subject of Tarzan. 
(You may be wondering the same thing.) I guess this ape-man has been such 
a frequent subject of mine, and such an enduring, pop-cultural icon, that I 
just had to go back. In particular, I recognize today, the artistic style of 
those comic books had an influence on the way I drew vines, ferns, trees, 
lions , buffaloes, spears, huts, and a lot of other jungle "sruff"-especially 
gorillas. The eyes of gorillas were almost never revealed in those early comics; 
they were only implied by the dark shadow created from an overhanging 
browridge. I loved that. I stole that. 

Still, Tarzan was a great yarn for a kid like me, who could spend hours in 
his room and yet be somewhere far, far away. I suppose if I had built more 
model airplanes and cars, I would be a little more mechanically inclined than 
I am today. Edgar Rice Burroughs, however, stoked my imagination. His 
ape-man creation fed my interests in wild animals, Africa, and Nature as a 
whole-even ifTarzan eventually posed a few problems in logic for me. 

Now Mowgli: There's a jungle character that makes perfect sense. 



January f981'" 

Helen paused. With an audible "wumph," Muffy's 
familiar yipping had ended, and only the sounds 

of Ed's football game now emanated from 
the living room . 

Astral traveling in water buffaloes 

" I' ll tell you what it looks like-it looks like it 
was done by a chimpanzee." 



J~n.UAI'Y 1981' 

Snake weight rooms 

"Uh-oh, Donny. Sounds like the monster in the 
basement has heard you crying again .... Let's 

be reeeeal quiet and hope he goes away." 

"Listen-just take one of our brochures and see 
what we're all about .... In the meantime, you 
may wish to ask yourself, 'Am I a happy cow?"' 

" It's this new boyfriend, dear .... I'm just afraid one 
day your father's going to up and blow him away." 



January 1987 

"Yeah. My boss don 't appreciate me either. To him, 
I'm JUSt a gofer. 'Igor! Go for brains! ... Igor! 

Go for dead bodies! ... Igor! Go for sandwiches!' .. 
I dun no-give me another beer." 

"Why'd you do it, Biff? I mean , I always 
knew car chasing was in your blood

but the president's limo? " 



Jan.uaty 1981" 

A young Genghis Khan and his Mongol hordette 

Onward they pushed, through the thick, steamy 
jungle, separately ruing the witch doctor's 

parting words: "Before you leave this valley, 
each of you will be wearing a duck." "For heaven's sake, Henry, tell the kids a 

pleasant story for once-they don 't always 
have to hear the one about your head." 



When potato salad goes bad 

J~nu~ry 1981' 

Chicken nudist colonies 

Simultaneously all three went for the ball , 
and the coconut-like sound of their heads 

colliding secretly delighted the bird . 



"Chief say, 'Someone ... here ... walk .. 
through ... buffalo ... field."' 

Januar-y 1981 

"Emma .. the dog ain't go in' for the new cat." 

-Gary Larson 



" He's got one shot left, Murray-and then 
he's ours!" 

Unbeknownst to most historians, Einstein 
started down the road of professional 

basketball before an ankle injury 
diverted him into science. 

Januaty f981' 

"Two questions, Mitch: How much do you 
weigh, and what's the most sensitive 

part of any elephant's anatomy?" 

"Somethin's up, Jed .... That's Ben Potter's 
horse, all right, but ain't that Henry Morgan's 

chicken ridin' him?" 



J~n.u~r-y 1981 

"Maybe it's not me, y' know? ... Maybe it 's the 
rest of the herd that's gone insane." 

Non-singing canaries have to take wood shop. 

Snake inventors 



January 198'1 

Night of the Living Dead Chipmunks 

The embarrassment of riding off into a 
fake sunset 



l'~bru~ry 1981 

"You know, Russell, you're a great torturer. 
I mean, you can make a man scream for mercy 

in nothing flat ... but boy, you sure can 't 
make a good cup of coffee." 

" I've warned you kids about this-now I' m 
gonna straighten you out once and for all." 

The HerQ/d Statesman, Yonkers, N.Y., 2/ 19/ 87 

Beyond the bounds of 
decency? or simply 

humor out of this world? 
NANCY Q , KEEFE 

RerelaiD)'repl)',whldll 
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DurMr. V.U: 
Oneortbeftutldea•thatmy 

rt.lhert.qlllmeuaehlldwu 
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t.~~dnoreallJWT1)nJ\.IItet.He 
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~=~~~~~!r~~= 
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Suddenly, everyone turned and looked
there, standing in the doorway, was one 

wretched , mean -looking ingrown. 



F~&ruary f981' 

"Ooo! Now here's a nice one we built last fall." 



l'~bruary 198f 

"Oh! Four steps to the left and then three to the 
right! ... What kind of a dance was I doing?" 

Buffalo dares 



l'~bruary 198'1 

uso, until next week-adios, amoebas." 

"You idiot! Don't write that down-his name 
ain't Puddin' Tame!" 



l'~bruau-y f981 

" Forget these guys." 

"There it is again .. . a feeling that in a 
past life I was someone named 

Shirley Maclaine." 

Thomas Sullivan, a blacksmith who attended the original Thanksgiving dinner, 
is generally credited as being the first person to stick olives on all his fingers . 



"Seems like Gramp's been there forever
foss ilized right there on his favorite rock .. 

Scares the hell out of the dog." 

"See Dick run . See Jane run . Run run run . 
See the wolves chase Dick and Jane . 

Chase chase chase . ... " 

"Thanks for coming. Something's wrong
everything just seems a little too quiet 

and normal today." 



"Well, that about does it for the nose- I'm 
starting to hit cartilage. " 

" Have you noticed that? ... You get stuck 
swinging behind some guy who 's just 

lollygagging along, and sure enough he'll be 
wearin ' a hat on the back of his head ." 

"Oh , Thak! You've done it! .. . If only we had 
a camera- but, of course, I'm getting 

ahead of myself." 

"Zelda! Cool it! . . The Rothenbergs hear 
the can opener! " 



Deer grandmothers 

" Horse! ... Is there a man called ' Horse ' 
in here?" 

Early wheeler-dealers 



l'cbruary f98f 

Wendall Zurkowirz: slave to the waffle light 

When a body meets a body com in ' 
through the rye 



Marth t98f 

Where "minuten steaks come from 

Where giraffes go to comb their hair 



"Mom said no sitting on the edge, Wayne." 

Just when you thought it was safe to go 
back into the topsoil .. 

"'You have a small capacity for reason, some 
basic tool-making skills, and the use of a 
few simple words.' ... Yep. That's you." 

Animal scratch 'n' sniffs 



.Mar(h 1981' 

((She's lookin ' good, Vern! " 

Breakfast on other planets 



Poodles of the Serengeti 

Nov. 12, 1957: Kevin Wakefield , during snack 
t ime, makes kindergarten history by selecting 

the soda cracker over the graham. 



Marth f981' 

The fake McCoys 

"Now listen-will you please try to control 
yourself tonight? ... I don't want to see 

you goading some guy into crashing 
heads with you ." 



Dizzy Gillespie 's seventh birthday party 

"Whoa! Smells like a French primate house 
in here. " 

" For heaven ' s sake, Roger-stop dragging 
that one leg." 

The spitting cobras at home 



"Tell it again , Gramps! The one about being 
caught in the shark frenzy off the 

Great Barrier Reef! " 

The Hendersons of the Jungle 

Ka.tth 1981' 

"You ever do this? .. . Just sit in a place like 
this and antwatch?" 

Accountant street gangs 



Chameleon faux pas: Arriving at a party in 
the same color as the host. 

Mar(h 1981' 

Unlucky fishing holes 



"Hey, everyone! Simmons here just uttered a 
discouraging word!" 



Ma.rc:h f981' 

" I had them all removed last week and boy, 
do I feel great! " 

Horror films of the Wild 



Early pinatas 

"Well , Frank's hoping for a male and I'd like 
a little female .... But, really, we'll both be 
happy if it just has six eyes and eight legs ." 

Apr-il f981" 

The Greystokes at marriage counseling 

"For crying out loud, Patrick- sit down .... 
And enough with the 'give me the potatoes or 

give me death' nonsense ." 



Mr. Ed spills his guts. 

In the Old West, vegetarians were often 
shot with little provocation. 

Apr-il f98f 

"And we' re eating soon , so stay out of the 
kitty jar." 

In the early days, living in their squalid apartment, 
all three shared dreams of success. In the end , 

however, Bob the Spoon and Ernie the Fork 
wound up in an old silverware drawer, and 

only Mack went on to fame and fortune. 



"Again? You just had a glass of water 
twelve days ago." 

April1981' 

"Well, this is getting nowhere fast." 



I 
Thor's hammer, screwdriver, and 

crescent wrench 

April 1981 

"Won't talk, huh? ... Frankie! Hand me 
that scaler." 



April t981" 

"Yes! Yes! That's it! Just a little higher .. 
Ahhhhhhhhh ... " 

How cow documentaries are made 

"Well , this isn ' t very promising." 



April 1981' 

Early department stores 

Randy Schueler's wingless butterfly collection 



/11an, Bern.e, you're Q mess!. .. 
YO<J a.n·t :tch,n' an1wher~. are yw ? 

/l!t1n I had a c~t on rny lt:y Y('tirJ 
' ago and ~ d;d ;f ;lch! ... Df'ove 

me crazy! Y'know wh<rt 1'm say;n? .. 
'CQ"H' yov a m·t scrt~fch ;t y•know ... 
!Jon ·t tn;n}( abovf ;fch:n'J anywnerc-, 
J?~n• f', 'cau5<' ;1•(/ dr.vc 1011 'Efs! 

Apr-il 1981 

"More worms? ... Saaaaaaaaay- why are you 
being so nice to me all of a sudden?" 

"Well , if I' m lucky, I should be able to get off 
this thing in about six more weeks. " 



Apl"il1981 

Final page of the medical boards 

The African dawn 



"Hey! Now her whole head is out! . 
This is getting better every minute!" 

Apr-il 1981" 

Ornithology 101 field trips 

-----, 

"You're not fooling anyone, Mitchell. .. . You're not 
eating, you're just spreading it around." 



The toaster divers of Pago Pago 

.Ma.y 1981' 

s/6.8_7 __ 

"Louis ... phonecaw." 

Killer bees are generally described as starting 
out as larvae delinquents. 



.May 1987 

Bobo remained free the rest of his life, although he did find it necessary to seek counseling. 

Mutants on the Bounty 

Inexplicably, Bob 's porcupine goes flat. 



M~y 1981 

Stephen King's childhood ant farm 

Products that prey on shark wimps 

Suddenly, Dr. Frankenstein realized he had left his brain in San Francisco. 



May 198"1 

. Hunch your shoulders!" 

Early archaeologists 

"Oh 'wonderful! Look at this E 
mouth to feed.:' tta-another 



s t •3/ 87 

"You know, I don ' t feel so good, Dale .... I 
think some of those red ants were still 

on the pink side." 

Crow kids 

" Hey, Norton! ... Ain ' t that your dog 
attackin ' the president?" 



Mayt981' 

Kangaroo nerds 

"Vince! Just trample him! ... He's drawing 
you into his kind offight!" 



And for the rest of his life, the young reptile 
suffered deep emotional scars. 

MAy 1981 

And there , deep in the forest, both of them 
decided they would settle this the 

old-fashioned way. 



May 198'1 

"This is it, Jenkins-indisputable proofthat the Ice Age 
caught these people completely off guard. " 

When jellyfish travel at unsafe speeds 

At the Children 's Zoo 



" Not bad, but you guys wanna see a really 
small horse?" 

The armadillo ring of Belize 

"Actually, Johnny knows this stuff better than me .. .. 
Hey, Johnny! This lady wants to know the 

difference in all these fertilizers!" 



Ma.y f98f 

"Wait a minute here .... Did I floss?" 



Jun• f98f 

"Hey, bucko ... I'm through begging." 

" Do I like it? Do I like it? ... Dang it, Thelma, 
you know my feelings on barbed wire! " 

" For crying out loud, I was hibernating! .. 
Don 't you guys ever take a pulse?" 



"Mrs. Xxgzhr, may I be excused? I have to go 
Number .f {17 .003)(n-2) ." 

}Unlf f98f 

"Oh , yeah? ... How'd you like your 
nose unflattened?" 



JUn41981 

0 

At the worm beach 

"INDIANS!" 

"You recognize this , Mr. Grok? ... We found 
it in the bushes near the victim 's cave. 

Isn ' t this your atlatl , Mr. Grok?" 

"So, Raymond ... Linda tells us you work in 
the security division of an automobile 

wreckage site. " 



For a very brief period, medieval scientists were known 
to have dabbled in the merits of cardboard armor. 

"Wendell ... it's a quest for fire. " 

Roger crams for his microbiology midterm . 



"He told you that? Well h ' . 
flagellum, N'an~; ,fulhng your 

Early attempts at the milkshake 

"AAAAAA! ... I CAN S I AAAAAAAAA!!A~!SAN SEE! 



When chickens dream 

"That does it, Sid! ... You yell ' tarantula' 
one more time and you 're gonna be 

wearin ' this thing! " 

"Hey! What's this, Higgins? Physics equations? ... 
Do you enjoy your job here as a cartoonist, Higgins?" 



"And when the big moment comes, here's 
the nursery Robert and I have fixed up ." 

Where all the young farm animals go 
to smoke 

Sled chickens of the North 



Jun~ f98f 

"For crying out loud, Warren ... can't you just beat 
your chest like everyone else?" 

And by a lucky coincidence, Carl had just 
reached the urn's. n 

"Now this is ... this is ... well, I guess it's 
another snake." 



" No, no , no! What are you doing? .. 
Fifth leg! Fifth leg! " 

Jun.~ f981' 

"And you, Johnson! You stick with your man 
and keep that hand in his face! " 



The conversation had been brisk and pleasant 
when, suddenly and simultaneously, 

everyone just got dog tired. 

July 1981 

715/87 

"A few cattle are going to stray off in the 
morning, and tomorrow night a stampede 
is planned around midnight. Look, I gotta 

get back .... Remember, when we reach 
Santa Fe, I ain't slaughtered." 



July ~981 

"You sure you ' re supposed to be 
doin ' that, Mitch?" 



"Well , the sloth nailed him .... Y'know, 
ol ' Hank never was exactly a 'quick draw. "' 

"Oh, boy! The ' Nerd ' ! ... Now my 
collection 's complete! " 

July f98f 

"Oh my God! Murray's attacking the 
bathroom mirror! " 

" It's the same dream night after night ... I 
walk out on my web, and suddenly a foot 
sticks- and then another foot sticks , and 
another, and another, and another .. . " 



Viking campfires 

July 1981 

"Arnold , you fool! Don 't look up! " 

" For crying out loud, Jonah! Three days late , 
covered with slime, and smelling like fish! . 

And what story have I got to swallow this time?" 



July 1981' 

Although impolite, the other bears could never help 
staring at Larry's enormous deer gut. 

0 

"You eat your dirt, Billy. You want to grow up 
as big and slimy as your dad, don't you?" 

"What the hey? ... Someone's short-sheeted 
my bed again!" 



Anthro horror films 

" Drive, George, drive! This one's got a 
coat hanger! " 

July 1981 

" Blow, Howie, blow! ... Yeah, yeah, yeah! 
You're cookin' now, Howie! ... All right! . 

Charlie Parker, move over! ... Yeah!" 

"And so you just threw everything together? 
Matthews, a posse is something 

you have to organize." 



July 1981' 

When piranha dine out 

Animal ho roscopes 

"You're sick, Jessy! ... Sick, sick, sick!" 



Another unsubstantiated photograph 
of the Loch Ness monster (taken by 
Reuben Hicks, 5/ 24/ 84, Chicago) . 

July f98f 

Single-cell bars 

" Man , Ben, I'm gettin ' tired of this .. 
How many days now we've been eatin ' 

this trail dust?" 



"Think about it, Murray .... If we could get 
this baby runnin', we could run over hikers, 

pick up females, chase down mule deer
man, we'd be the grizzlies from hell." 

"What'd I tell you, Blanche? Her place 
always smells like a house." 

July t987 

Superman in his later years 

"Make your move, Bart-if you're 
feel in' lucky, that is." 



" It 's a letter from Julio in America .... His 
banana bunch arrived safely and he's living in 

the back room of some grocery store." 

"Bummer, Rusty . .. . Seven years bad luck-of co.~rse, 
in your case, that works out to be 49 years. 



Ineffective tools of persuasion 

AUtaU$f 1981 

Universal Press Syndicate 

)(.ansasCity,Kissouri 64112 

Re' ourReferenceMo.llBS/General 

We represent Tbe W1fUeSall, Inc. intradeJM.rkmatters. It 
has comu toourattentionttw.tthatradetU.rkWIFFLEw•sreferredtoin 
tbe ccnic strip ftTha Far Side"byG&ryLarson. Acopyoftilece&J.c 
strip is enclosed. 

~1~::~: .~:~:;~~ii;ff:!gi:~;~:~:~;~~it]~~;]~~ 
In t.he future,whenyouusethebrandnameWIFFLE,t.heentire 

brand shouldbec•piUllaed, and it shouldon.lybeused in reference to 
aproducteurrentlymanutacturedbyTheWifflaBall,Inc. 

Pleaseforwardacopyofthislettertortt.GaryLarson. 

Tha.nkyoutoryourlttentiontothisrnatter. 



Just as Dale entered the clearing and discovered , 
standing together, the Loch Ness monster, 

Bigfoot, and jackie Onassis, his camera jammed. 

Parakeet furniture 



How bears relax 

"Oh, don ' t be silly! No thanks needed. 
Just take the brain- but tell that doctor you 

work for not to be such a stranger." 

And then, just as he predicted, Thag became 
the spiritual channeler for a two-million

year-old gibbon named Gus. 

Canine comedians 



Night of the Potato Bugs 

"Well, the defendant and I had made this deal 
in which we both prospered .... You know, one 
of those 'you-scratch-me-behind-my-ears-1'11-

scratch-you-behind-yours' arrangements." 



As the cactus stood watch over the sun-drenched land, a red-tailed hawk 
hung motionless in the desert sky. Little stirred, except an occasional lizard 

scurrying for shade or a tumblenerd drifting by. 

Eddie Nordquist and his "Death Kite" 

Baryshnikov's ultimate nightmare 



Gus Ferguson: recipient of the first brain 
bypass operation. 

When crows dream 



Hell's library 

Trick clubbing exhibitions 

Crossing paths on their respective journeys of 
destiny, Johnny Appleseed and Irving Ragweed 

nod " hello ." 

(I Hey, you wanna see a real scar? 
Check this baby out! " 



Some historians theorize that the Sphinx's 
nose was actually severed by Egyptian 
mobsters and , in an act of defiance, 

"delivered " to an unpopular pharaoh . 

Tough spiders 

"Man, this is havin ' no effect . ... But if the 
boss wants this varmint dragged through 

the desert, I ain ' t gonna argue." 



ArizonaDailyStar,Tucson, Ariz.,9/ 1f 87 

Offensive 'Far Side' 
To the editor: 

lwuappelledwbenlsawGary 
I.At11011'a"llleFatSide"cartoonlDUie 
StarAua.2S.Tbbwasoftwoi.anoo 
anlmall-preswnablyehlmpauees 
-lnatree.One,wbleh11'UevldenUy 
wppoledtobetbefemale.,wasplctlog 
aloolbaltfromtbeother'ssboulder. 
TheeepUonread:"Wetl,weU
anotberbtoodbalr ... Cooductlnga 
llttlemore'reseerctl'wttbthatJene 
Goodell tramp?" 

TorefertoDr. Goodellesatramp 
islnexcusable-eveobya 
self.descrlbed"loony"esi.enoJ'I. The 
cartooowulncredlblyoffell!lveand 
losuehpoortastethstree.denmlght 
wellquesUontheedltortaljudgmentof 
runnlngsuctlaaatrocltylna 
newspepertbatreputeslobesuppJylng 
lhenewstopenonswltllabetterthan 
iVetqelnteiUgence. Tbecertoon'Bnd 
ttsmeaegewereab!olutelystupld. 

Dr. Goodelllsaworld·renowned 
sclent15twbob8:!1devoted28yearsof 
berllfetostudylnschlmparueeslnlhe 
wUd.Her8ndlDR!IbBvecausedthe 
tclenUflcworldtoredennethe 

~eere:~~~~~!:.~,;~:~~· with 

erroneoususumpUoothatmaowu 
tbeontyprl.matetomakeandue 
tool!,adlsllncUoothathad-unUlher 
flndinpdlsprovedlt-beena 
measureofsuperl.orltyofbuman 
belnp:overotberprtmates. 

Wtthnoallg.nmenttoanyanlmal 
welfaregroup,Dr.Goodalllsworkltlg 
veryhardtolnstlptebettertreatment 

f::::~~~~~~vowedto 
speakoutfortbeBeanlmalstbat 
cannotspeelforttaemse.Jves. 

"Tramp?" Hardly. 
Tbelrresponslb\lltyoftheStarln 

choosln&torunncbanobscelllty!S 
dlsgUstlng.Infact,anywomenlllould 
beinlultedbytberefere~tbattbe 
temale-ltltb11C8SI!.atyplcall.arlon 

~~~S::~:~~~-a::uldbe 
researchrea1Jy1S,Itsserloumesaand 
theassumpUontbatafemaleonly 
wouldbavetbementalltytolookfor 
sexuallmpllcaUoDS. 

TMJ•n:x::::~r~~=: 

Punk flamingoes 

"Well , well-another blonde hair .... 
Conducting a little more 'research ' 

with that Jane Goodall tramp?" 



hptcmbu f98f 

Python dinners 

"Oh , wait! Wait, Cory! ... Add the cereal first 
and then the milk! " 

" Let go, Morty! Let go, Morty! You ' re pulling me 
in! ... Let go , Morty! You ' re pulling me in! " 



Pirate manicures 

As a child , little Henry jekyll would often 
change himself into a big, red-haired 

delinquent that parents in the neighborhood 
simply dubbed "that Hyde kid. " 

Broca's brain , appendix, and baseball glove 

Horse styles of the ' 50s 



September f98f 

That evening, with her blinds pulled, Mary had three helpings of corn, 
two baked potatoes, extra bread, and a little lamb. 

"Yes .. will you accept a collect cattle 
call from Lester?" 



At the Old Spiders' Home 



The Potatoheads in Paris 

"Well , it's cold again. " 



" Letter from Lonso ... and he sounds 
pretty lonely." 

"Okay, you 've got me over a barrel ... but 
how do I know these are all the negatives?" 

Flamingo toughs 

Songwriters of the Old West 



"Listen. I've tried to communicate with him, 
but he 's like a broken record: ' None of 
your beeswax, none of your beeswax."' 

If the Cleavers had been Eskimos 

"Consider yourself fortunate, Belsky .... As curses 
go, that sure beats having your descendants 
strangled in the night by a walking corpse." 



Young Victor Frankenstein stays after school. 

Early microbio logists 

With their parents away, the young dragons would 
stay up late lighting their sneezes. 



The committee to decide whether spawning 
should be taught in school. 

"Here are the blueprints. Now look: This is going 
to be the Liberty Bell, so we obviously expect that 

it be forged with great diligence and skill." 

Darren's heart quickened: Once inside the home, and 
once the demonstration was in full swing, 

a sale was inevitable. 



"Yes, yes, I know that, Sidney-everybody knows that! ... 
But look: Four wrongs squared, minus two wrongs to the 
fourth power, divided by this formula, do make a right." 

The first fly on a beached whale 



October f981" 

Animal camouflage 

Nerds in hell 



Odobqr198f 

Scene from a corporate fairy tale 

Although of some scientific debate, 
Neanderthal mobsters are frequently linked with 
the anthropological treasures of Olduvai Gorge. 

"And always-a/ways-remember this: 
A swimmer in the water is worth two on 

the beach." 



"Okay. The bank's open .... Now, I know 
you're scared , Ramone .... Obviously, 

we ' re all a little yellow." 

Animal joke gifts 

"Julian ... you ' re cheating." 

" Now! ... That should clear up a few things 
around here! " 



Slowly he would cruise the neighborhood, 
waiting for that occasional careless child 
who confused him with another vendor. 

O~tob4U' t981' 

Cat showers 



"No doubt about it, boys .... See these markings on 
the bottom? Th is is an Apache pie pan! " 

"Well, he's done it again! . . Curse that 
paper chimp! " 

Giraffe beach parties 



Odolu~r f981' 

Rusty makes his move. 

"And when I got home, Harold's coat and hat were 
gone, his worries were on the doorstep, and Gladys 

Mitchell, my neighbor, says she saw him heading 
west, on the sunny side of the street." 



Odober-f98f 

Wildlife preserves 

Suburban headhunters 



Feb. 22, 1946: Botanists create the first 
artificial flower. 

"Well , here we go, another exciting evening at 
the neighbors', with all of us sitting around 

going, ' Hello, my name is so-and-so .. 
What's your name? ... I wanna cracker .. 

Hello, my name is so-and-so."' 

Blimp near-misses 

All day long, a tough gang of astrophysicists 
would monopolize the telescope and 

intimidate the other researchers. 



Odoh4fl"1981' 

Piglet practical jokes 

The elephant man meets a buffalo gal. 

The birth of acid howl 



Odofuu· 1981" 

"Crimony! ... I must 've been tangled in some 
bimbo 's hair for more than two hours! " 

"Well , down I go." 

10/26/87 

The bribe of Frankenstein 

"So close, and yet so far." 



Edgar Allan Poe in a moment of writer's block 

"Speak of the devil. " 

0 

A full moon and an empty head 

A camel named Igor 



Mov~mb•u· 1981' 

O"'c cha• l!u been lc><>~inq .. t your CO>Ide atrip tile !'ar Side. lfe would 
Hk~ to know llow you qot the .... ~ .... r 121 IMjOr apoli•ncas in til• No_.,_r 1,1981 

..,. W'Ould apprlldllt• it if you eould let us in on tllll pu~&le. Th11nk "'"' 

forynur ti-. 

-uNv•l"'iiAL 
~ 
WVNDICA.~ 

O.IICI'ti::II.K\IrltandClalll 

::..:~\t: ~:~~:~ ~!/~~d!;~"~!v~~~~~et to Gllry Lanon atkinq 

g;!~~:~:~~~!::~:!t ~~ri .. ;;~:;:~~:;~~~~~!~~~:::.:~!~~;7 ) • 

The big-lipped dogs of the equatorial 
rain forest 



Nov4fmb4fr 1981' 

"Well, Mr. Rosenburg, your lab results look 
pretty good-although I might suggest 
your testosterone level is a tad high ." 



-A 
~r:tifJ.,. ' ... · .. · ......... ·~... ._, ~ ;t Iii 
~ cy 

Through some unfortunate celestial error, 
Ernie is sent to Hog Heaven. 

"Fellow octopi, or octopuses ... octopi? .. 
Dang, it's hard to start a speech with 

this crowd." 

At first, the crew could hear only the creaking 
of oars. And then, out of the fog, the 

terrifying ghost dinghy appeared. 



Bernie' s sense of humor was seldom 
appreciated among the other bears. 

Michelangelo' s father 

On the weboline 

"Okay. I' ll go back and tell my people that 
you're staying in the boat, but I warn you, 

they're not going to like it. " 



Suddenly, Jake started barking and, as a result, both he and Billy ended up 
sharing a small but interesting diorama in the Venutian Natural History Museum . 

\{)~ 

%)~ 
ao 

Fruitcases 

"Good heavens, Mr. Farley, is that the end 
of someone 's nose I see down there?" 



Houdini escapes from a black hole. 

The Etch A Sketch division at work 

In the Fly House of Horrors 



Jfov4mb4r- 1981 

"Uh-oh, Vern! The Schumachers are in the 
tree again. We'll have to spray." 

"Andy! Look what you're doing to your fork! . 
Tuna salad doesn't require seven tons of 

pressure per square inch!" 

How fishermen blow their minds 

"Oh, yeah? Well you don't stink! You never did 
and you never will, you mama's little rose!" 



"Whoa! Is that a needle, Doc~,'Cause Zack 
don't like needles. 



To Ernie's horror, and the ultimate disaster of 
all , one more elephant tried to squeeze on. 

Scene from Never Cry Cow 

Saloon scenes on other planets 



Where beef jerky comes from 

"Oh my God! It's from C . 
me a 'John dee~'nl:~~~~~e's written 

R~cking the anthr . 
Lucy" is discov~fe~lf;~c:l whorld, a second ut ern Uganda. 

"That's a lie, Mor I 
have got the b;'~i~·~ ~~;;' ~aysyou might 

I got the looks~" amdy, but 



Through a gross navigational error, the Love Boat steams into the Strait of Hormuz. 

"Well, look who's excited to see you back from 
being declawed." 



Jazz at the Wool Club 



As a young colt, Mr. Ed was often sent to 
the hall for speaking out ofturn. 

Primitive mood music 

Runaway trains 



" Now relax . ... Just like last week, I' m going to 
hold the red cape up for the count of 10 .... 

When you start getting angry, I' ll put it down ." 

" I don 't know what to tell you , Mr. Miller, 
but something has definitely gone awry 

with your workout program." 

"Oh my God! It 's Leonard! .. 
He stuffed himselfl " 



"What the? ... This is lemonade! Where's my 
culture of amoebic dysentery?" 

uwe're in trouble." 

Newsdoy, long Island, N.Y., 1/ 15/ 88 

Larsen Gves Too Far 



" Egad! It's Professor DeArmo d . 
of evil amongst butterfly :oik~~~~~:~ome 

Darwin reaches the Galapagos 

Scientific meat markets 

Eskimo restaurants 



Temple of the Cods 

An instant later, both Professor Waxman and his time 
machine are obliterated , leaving the cold -blooded/ warm

blooded dinosaur debate still unresolved . 



"You want me to stop the car, Larry, or do you want to take your brother 
off the rack this instant?" 







1988 

lhe Good l-ue+ch 

Gladys Wetch was a neighbor of ours when I was a kid. (Does 
everyone have a neighbor named Gladys?) She was an older 
woman, short and stout, with a foreign accent whose origin eludes 
me now. She and her husband lived in a small gray house, kitty
corner to our own. If they had kids, the kids must have been 
older or something because I don't remember them. In fact , I was 
never once in the Werches' house. The place just always seemed 
"apart" from everything else. Bur Gladys Werch, herself, made a 
big impression on me when I was very young. 

Mrs. Wetch was a frequent baby-sitter for my brother and me. 
(My parents both worked.) We had other baby-sitters over the 
years, but over time my brother, Dan, drove most of them away. 
(He was quite professional in that area.) The other sitters were all 
rather normal women, sort of like variations on Opie's Aunt Bee. 
They'd make us lunch, sometimes bake cookies, maybe clean the 
house, and essentially try to keep both themselves and the Larson 
boys alive for the few hours until my parents got home. 

But Gladys Wetch was different. Gladys Werch had a handle 
on Dan and me. She didn't bake cookies or clean the house. What 
she did was tell us stories. And I'm not talking about Mother 
Goose-type stories. Mrs. Wetch's specialty was the horror story. 
More specifically, her stories were the detailed retellings of the 
movies she had seen on Nightmare Theater, the local scare-the-hell
out-of-you show that aired on channel 13 every Friday night
exactly at midnight, of course. 

So here's how it played our for some time: On weekends, I 
learned about Brer Rabbit, the Little Engine Who Could, and Mr. 
Toad from my mom. On weekdays, from Gladys Werch, I learned 
all about Dracula, Frankenstein, werewolves, the Mummy, and the 
Creature from the Black Lagoon. I think it was a pretty balanced 
childhood. I especially remember Mrs. Wetch telling us about 
Rodan, this giant flying lizard creature. (A pterodactyl, I surmised 
years later.) 

I used to think about Rodan a lot. Maybe it's because nothing 
could be more scary in my mind than a giant lizard-creature 
whose name sort of sounded like my brother's . And the story of 
Rodan is being told to me by a woman whose name, as you may 
have noticed, is one letter removed from "witch." Lots of buttons 
being pushed here. 



1988 

Bur I also remember her vivid description of Dracula, and how 
he could change into a fog, flow under a bedroom door, and then 
re-form into his usual , undead body. I stuffed clothes under my 
door for a while after that, oblivious to the flaw that my door had 
no lock; Dracula could 've just walked in, sucked my blood, and 
left. Bur if he had decided to go fog on me, my clothes barricade 
was in place, and I had Mrs. Werch ro thank for that. 

The thing is, Gladys Werch was our favorite baby-sitter. 
And then one day something happened. I think my mom some

how found our about Mrs. Werch and the things she was telling us , 
and I believe she and my mom must have had a "conversation." 
Anyway, I don't remember Mrs. Werch coming around anymore. 
More recently, in writing this little essay, I asked my mom what she 
remembered about rhe woman. My mom suddenly seemed a little 
anxious. "Oh , she told you boys very strange stories! And once she 
even threatened ro throw you both in the fireplace!" There was a 
p.ause, a~? then she quickly added, "Bur she meant it in a nice way, 
Imsure. 

I honestly don't remember the fireplace episode. Bur boy, do I 
remember those stories. 

Yeah, Gladys Werch was cool. She's passed on, no doubt, but 
believe me, she still haunts these pages. In a nice way, I'm sure. 

"Now let me get ~his strai~ht . ... We hired you 
tobabysitthektds,andtnsteadyoucooked 

andatethemboth?" 



Daddy long-leg jerks 

"All right! Hand me the tongs, Frank .. 
We got us a big den of rattlers here. " 



January f988 

"Clean it up? Clean it up? Crimony, it's supposed to be a rathole!" 

"Mind? Hey, buddy, these flat feet 
kept me out of the Army!" 

"Anytime, Slim.~~ 



January 1988 

Although Edgar discreetly tried to hide his 
ailment, his friends still noticed his humantiasis. 

"Well, I'm not sure .... I guess it's been washed." 

The Squid family on vacation 

Dial-a-Cat 



J~nu~ry f988 

"Okay, you 've passed the fire test, the riding test, 
and the combat test ... but now, paleface, now 
you must say 'toy boat' three times real fast! " 

The Des Moines Register, Des Moines, Iowa, 2/ 9/ 88 

" Mom! The kids at school say we' re a family 
of Nerdenthals! ... Is that true?" 



J~nu~ry f988 

Early wheel gangs 

Suddenly, in the middl 
the cook is go~;:dthe flock , 



J~nu~ry f988 

The Bluebird of Happiness long absent from his 
lofe, Ned IS VISited by the Chicken of Depression . 

" Now remember, Cory, show us that you can 
take good care of these little fellows and maybe 

next year we ' ll get you that puppy." 

"Nope, I can 't do it either . .. . Dusty! Can you 
make an '0 ' with your lips?" 

Humpty Dumpty' s final days 



Monster jobs 

January 1988 

"Well, this may not be wise on a first date, 
but I just gotta try your garlic wharf rats ." 

June 2, 1952: Naturalists discover the Secret Chipmunk Burial Grounds . 



JAnUAry 1988 

"The wench . ' you idiot! Bring me the wench!" 

Embarrassing moments at gene parties 



Januar-y t988 

When car chasers dream 

"Oh, my gosh! Linda! Linda! ... I think your 
Barbie 's contemplating suicide!" 

The 
Pantagraph 

"So! Planning on roaming the neighborhood 
with some of your buddies today?" 



January f988 

Hibernating Eskimos 

Circa 300 B.C.: The first barbarian invader reaches the Great Wall of China. 



.h&ruar-y 1988 

"Saaaaaaay ... this doesn't look spoiled." 

Early kazoo bands 

"Again? Why is it that the revolution always gets this 
far and then everyone just chickens out?" 



The matador's nightmare 

J'~bruary 1988 

Out there, ominously moving toward its destiny, 
was a truck with Reuben 's name on it. 

"For crying out loud, Igor! First there's that screw-up 
with the wrong brain business, and now you've let his 

head go through the wash in your pants pocket!" 



l'4bl'Ual'Y 1988 

When ornithologists are mutually attracted 

"Ah , yes , Mr. Frischberg, I thought you 'd 
come ... but which of us is the real duck, 
Mr. Frisch berg, and not just an illusion?" 



February t988 

The Florida Times-Union, Jacksonville, Aa. , 2/ 21 / 88 

Gary Larson's Far Side goes too far this time 

" Beats me how they did it ... I got the whole 
thing at a garage sale for five bucks-and 

that included the stand." 

Metamorphosis nightclubs 

Herafd·Dispat~h,Huncington,W.V. 

2/22/88 

Insensitive comic 



.hbl'UAI'Y 1988 

Dinosaur nerds 

" Hey! You wanna kick me? Go ahead! C'mon , 
tough guy! Cat got your tongue? Maybe he 

took your whole brain! ... C'mon! KICK ME! " 

In the Hall of Fossil Appliances 



February 1988 

Gargoyle socks 

Testing whether or not rhinos land on their feet . 

"Well , let 's see- so far, I've got rhythm and 
I've got music. ... Actually, who could ask 

for anything more?" 



F~bl"Ual"Y f988 

ooo e o<Doooo 

One day, Irwin knew, he was just going to 
have to push that big button . 

2/ 22/ 88 

" Dollar to a doughnut it's them 
Cyclops brothers again ." 

" Look, I know you folks are lookin ' for 
revenge- but there ' ll be no ' pie-for-a -pie ' 

justice in my town! " 

"Just look at this room- body 
segments everywhere! " 



In the quiet of the early dawn , before the vi ll age had awakened , Frank and Vern removed the 
fire god ' s emerald eye and fled the island- not calculating how soon the inhabitants would 

notice their defiled temple . 

"Wow! Now Ed and Carl are gone . ... Seems 
like lately we've been dropping like ourselves." 

" I'm serious this time, Norton ... . Get the 
theme from Mr. Ed out of your system or I' ll 

kill you as you sleep! " 



l'duuary 1988 

Romeo andJuliant 

"Green blood? I hate green blood. " 

Hominid reconstructions 



() 

M~r(h f988 

Although troubled as a child , Zorro, as is well 
known, ultimately found his niche in history. 

" No, wait! That's not Uncle Floyd! Who is that? .. 
Crimony, I think it' s just an air bubble! " 

Elephant peer pressure 



((Sure, I'm a creature-and I can accept that .. 
but lately it seems I've been turning into 

a miserable creature ." 

Mar(h 1988 

At the popular dog film Man Throwing Sticks 



March f988 

"Listen, Mom ... I just wanted you to know I'm okay. 
The stampede seems about over-although everyone's 
still a little spooked. Yeah, I know ... I miss the corral." 

Like moths to a light, the neighborhood dogs 
were all drawn by Emile's uncontrollable fear. 

"Hold it right there, Henry! ... You ain't 
plannin' on takin' that wrinkled horse 

into town, are you?" 



Mar-~h 1988 

3/ 11/88 

Secret tools of the common crow 

" Bob and Ruth! Come on in .. .. Have you 
met Russell and Bill , our 1.5 children ?" 

J/iz/ 88 

Whale dust baths 



Mar(h f988 

At the hospital for mothers whose children stepped on sidewalk cracks 

Deer vandals 

Bird cellars 



Mar(h 1988 

"Oh, look, this get better .. .' F' in history! 
You even flunk something not happen yet?" 

" Ernie ! Look what you ' re doing- take those 
shoes off this instant! " 



March 1988 



" Man, Larry, I don ' t know if we 're up to this .. 
I mean , this guy's got kneecaps from hell. " 

Mar<h 1988 

Dog heaven 

"Johnson , back off! It's an Armandia lidderdalii, 
all right- but it 's rabid! " 



M.ar(h f988 

"So then, when Old MacDonald turned his back, 
I took that ax and with a whack whack here and 

a whack whack there, I finished him off. " 

"Oh, my! Aren't these fancy drinks!" 



Cartoon readings 

Amidst congratulatory applause , 
Cindy leaves the group . 

"Okay, here it is- l' m sick of your face , Ned ." 

Were still one player 
short .. Sorneotle's gonnQ 
have to cuf fi>emselv~s 

;~ half. 

Planaria sports 



"W II she 's at it agai~ ... ~hat 
~o:good nestwrec er. 

dred yards b~,;k 
"You moron! Fro"'!~e~l~:le! Hellhole! I was screammg, 

April f988 

. tin bit oftrivia- l, guess "Well , that 's an lnt~ei~ b~ck and white. I do o nly drea 

I' back in time, Professor Feldman ,bt;~~\'~! early stages 
graduallyosfu~~~:lture shock. 



"For God's sake, hurry, driver! ... She's 
dropping babies all over the place!" 

April ~988 

Nightmare on Oak Street 



April 1988 

"Well , there goes my appetite." 



Mankind arrives on Earth 

Aptil1988 

Humpty's final resting place 

"Look-1 never would have married him in the 
first place, but the jerk used a cattle prod ." 



. but the )"',.lq'J' of State d'Ciin.d 
10 comment o, the lat-estroundoffalkL . 

.. l)nd today fhe A -1 L,fel(aftCo.issued 
a stat~mer.t recal/;".9 >qooo of ;Is Shlal/ 
'"bber boats due to deft'Ct.ve 9/ue usrq' 
in fheir manufacfu,.e, causing fhe boats fa 
lose air and gradually Sink' aver a matl~r 

ofa.A~~.,.n~"!~~j.~ qo to Lou J<tckson 
fo, ~nat'.s happen;'!J in sports. 

April f988 

Seconds before his ax fell , Farmer Dale suddenly 
noticed the chicken 's tattoo- the tattoo that 
marked them both as brothers of an ancient 

Tibetan order sworn to loyalty and mutual a id . 



April1988 

The townsfolk all stopped and stared; they didn't know 
the tall stranger who rode calmly through their midst, 

but they did know the reign of terror had ended. 

Moses as a kid 



The famous "Mr. Ed vs. Francis the 
Talking Mule" debates 

April f988 

Her answer off by miles, Sheila's "cow sense" 
was always a target of ridicule. 

School for the mechanically declined 



The tragic proliferation of nose guns 

Animal joke gifts 

April 1988 

Scene from Bring 'Em Back Preserved 

"You know, it was just supposed to be a way to 
trick this little girl ... but off and on, I've been 

dressing up as a grandmother ever since." 



Times and places never to insert 
your contact lens 

April 1988 

" Frankly, you 've got a lot of anger toward 
the world to work out, Mr. Pembrose." 



"Say, Will - why don't you pull that thing out 
and play us a tune?" 

April f988 

Suddenly, throwing the festivities into utter 
confusion, Ujang begins to play "Stardust." 

At the Vincent van Gogh School of Art 



M~y 1988 

Fly travelogues 

The Lone Ranger, long since retired , 
makes an unpleasant discovery. 



The untold ending of D. B. Cooper 

"Our people are positioned on every street 
corner, commander .... Shall we commence 

with our plan to gradually eliminate 
these creatures?" 

Kay 1988 

Aladdin 's lamp, end table, and sofa 



May f988 

The rural professional and his cowphone 

Primitive think tanks 

" Now go to sleep, Kevin - or once again I' ll 
have to knock three times and summon the 

Floating Head of Death." 

"And one final warning before we begin 
the exam-any stray eyeballs will be 

immediately thumped." 



May 1988 

Primitive fraternities 

Amoeba aerobics 



.May 1988 

When Irish setters go to work 



.Kay 1988 

. Arnold, until yo~'ve eaten 
" No mor::~:\f your fertilizer. 



)by f988 

" Mom! Randy sneezed poison all over my rat!" 

L 
:~ 
Shid~)' 

Fruitcakes of the World 

"Look, Sid! Another snowball! ... I tell you, 
~=======~<f,;;;.,.._,dl this place is slipping." 



May t988 

"Oh, for heaven 's sake , Miss Carlisle! . 
They' re only cartoon animals!" 

Although skilled with their pillow arsenal, the Wimpodites were favorite targets of Viking attacks. 



" Now open even wider, Mr. Stevens . ... Just 
out of curiosity, we're going to see if we can 

also cram in this tennis ball. " 

May 1988 

Cowmen Miranda 



Suddenly, through forces not yet fully 
understood, Darren Belsky's apartment 
became the center of a new black hole. 

The last cilium on a smoker's lung 

"Man, from way up here, we really 
look like ants." 

Babette's Botulism: The Sequel 



June f988 

When the monster came, Lola, like the peppered moth and the arctic hare, 
remained motionless and undetected . Harold , of course, 

was immed iately devoured . 



Becoming a rogue in his later years, 
Dumbo terrorized the world's flyways. 

Jun41988 

Hummingbirds on vacation 



June f988 

Butterfly yearbooks 

"Yeah, yeah, buddy, I've heard it all before: 
You've just metamorphosed and you've got 
24 hours to find a mare and breed before 

you die .... Well, buzz off!" 



"Crimony! ... Seems like I just cleaned out 
that fixture last week." 

6/ls/ SS 

"So ... they tell me you ' re pretty handy 
with a gun ." 

Jun~ 1988 

Mountain families 

"Dang! ... That cowhawk's back." 



Jun~ f988 

" I'm coming! I'm coming! ... Keep your skin on! " 

" First of all , this is going straight back- and 
I' ll just have a little chat with whoever 

placed the order. " 

" Hey, I'm not crazy . ... Sure, I let him drive 
once in a while , but he 's never, never off this 

leash for even a second." 



JUD.4 1988 

Hell's Chipmunks 

"Bobby, please jiggle Grandpa's rat so it looks alive." 



"You know, Vern ... the thought of what this 
place is gonna look like in about a week just 

creeps me out." 

JUil4f 1988 

" I don 't know if this is such a 
wise thing to do , George." 

Historical note: According to some researchers, the final signer of the Declaration of Independence 
would have been lggy Fenton if the pen hadn't suddenly gone dry. 



JUD4 f988 

Life in the . pnmordial soup 

"Somethin ' d a cat? Too d:~d ~7 the road up ahead 
Sure d;loJk~o~ a cat .... Calf · ··· I~ that 

' e a cat, though""},ay e .... 



What really happened to Elvis 

Folks came from miles around to see the 
Herringtons' ink smudge. 

"Wait, you idiot! Let me first get rid of 
these exoskeletons! " 



July 1988 

"Sure it's true! ... Cross my heart and hope to die , 
stick a sharp chunk of obsidian in my eye." 

Scenes from the entomology underworld 



July 1988 

Tethercat 

Infamous moments in jazz 



July 1988 

7/ J/ 88 

When dogs go to work 

Embedded in Styrofoam "shoes," Carl is sent 
to "s leep with the humans. " 

"No, they're not real exciting pets-mostly they 
just lie around and wait to be fed-although a 
couple years ago Charles tried teach in ' him to 

take a cookie from his mouth ." 



July f988 

Street physicians 



"Pretty cool, Dewey .... Hey! Shake the jar 
and see if they'll fight!" 

"Listen! Just follow our distress beacon and send 
some help! ... We're in quadrant 57 of the Milky 

Way-on a planet called 'Bob's Shoeworld."' 

July 1988 

"Hey! Jack and Paula! You made it! ... Now, 
quickly: Keep one hand across your throat 

and put the other one confidently down on 
Bruno's head-stupid dog's going to get 

Agnes and me into a giant lawsuit one day." 



July 1988 

rms around him just y~st::~;;; "I built the fo h fell asleep, and y " 
aft:~:~~nng ~::s a~le to mix and pour. 



" I wasn ' t just whistling ' Dixie' ! ... Sam , were 
you just whistling ' Dixie'?" 

July 1988 

" I can ' t believe ir! This is impossible! Nothing 
here bur-wait! Wait! I see something! . 

Yes! There rhey are- granola bars! " 



July f988 

"Oh, no! I have several others-Oggy here is just a tad 
aggressive, so he has to stay in a cage. " 



"I didn't say we were setting ducks! I said 
sitting ducks! ... I know the differenc~ .. 

between sitting and settmg, you idiot . 

In Amoebae Park 

July 1988 

Alien talk shows 

" Mr. Cummings? This is Frank Dunham in 
Production .... We've got some problems, 

Mr. Cummings. Machine No. 5 has jammed, 
several of the larger spools have gone off track, 

the generator's blown , and, well , everything 
seems to be you-know-what." 



July 1988 

Karl Malden in h1s basement 

What sloths do when no one 's around 

Scientists, after releasing her deep in the Antarctic, attempt 
to unravel the migratory secrets of the homing cow. 



"Just heft that baby in your arms a little .... I 
guarantee you, whether they're drawn in ink 

or pencil , that sucker will wipe out any 
characters that come around. " 

Convinced by his buddies that in actual fact 
they were only grave "borrowing, " a young 

Igor starts on his road to crime. 

Au~un 1988 

The Fullertons demonstrate Sidney's trick knee. 

~ 
:1r t ~ 
~---------~~ 

"Why, thank you .. .. Thank you very much!" 



0 0 

0 

The plankton lobby 

"Aaaaaaaaaaaaa! Ear~! ·,·;, We've 
got a poultryge1st . 

0 

Hell ' s cafeteria 



"Well, we've done everything we can; now we 
can only wait and see if she pulls through .. 

If she doesn't, however, I got dibs on this 
porterhouse right here." 

Auqurt f988 

Why people named Buddy hate to drive 



Auqutt t988 

Suddenly, Dr. Morrissey's own creation, a 
hideous creature nine feet tall and bearing the 
heads of the Brady Bunch, turns against him . 

Animal waste management 



The 25th annual "Part of the Problem" convention 

"Roy, you get up on the hotel roof there. And 
for god sakes, if you are plugged, don't just 

slump over and die-put some drama into it 
and throw yourself screaming from the edge." 

"What? You're just going to throw the tail 
away? ... Why, in my day, we used every 

go I dang part of a mammoth!" 

"So! Mr. Carlisle was right! ... I put you on a 
short leash so you can't harass him anymore, 

and look what you resort to!" 



"Yo! Everyone down there! This is the jackal! 
I'm tired of slinking around the perimeter! . 

I' m coming down to the kill! ... Is that gonna be 
cool with everyone? ... I don ' t want trouble! " 

"Careful , Lyle! . . Cattle dancers! " 



Auquft 1988 

Door ding gnomes at work 

"Oh , great- it's some of your relatives, 
David .... You know, it 's ironic that even 

we lice have parasites. " 

"Okay, when I say 'draw,' we draw . . 
Ready? ... One, two, three-STRAW! ... Okay, 
just checkin ' your ears . ... One, two, three

CLAW! ... Okay, DRAWbridge! .. . " 



Scene from Return of the Nose of Dr. Vertucci 

Dwayne paused. As usual, the forest was full of happy little animals-but this time, 
they just seemed too happy. 



"Wait a minute! ... McCallister, you fool! 
This isn't what I said to bring! " 

"Did you detect something a little ominous 
in the way they said, 'See you later' ?" 



MORE FACTS OF NATURE: As part of nature's way to 
help spread the species throughout its ecological 

niche, bison often utilize a behavior naturalists have 
described as "ballooning." 

Splattered with juice and hooting excitedly, Neanderthals carve up 
their favorite kill, the woolly watermelon. 



"Hey! What have I told · 
screwing around in front ~~~h:~d~i~~~':?" 

"~~ooooweeeeee! This thing's been here 
ooooooooong time! ... Well, thank 

God for ketchup." 

Coral reef graffiti 

Headhunter hutwarming 



"I tell you I've had it! ... I'm not climbing into 
that getup one more time until you tell me 

why I'm always the back end!" 

"It's Vinnie, all right. It 's his nose, his mouth , 
his fur .. . but his eyes-there' s something not 

quite right about his eyes ." 



m · rofessional Western War~~v~a~~~~~r~!r,d street crosser 



hpf~mfuu· f988 

"Hold it right there, young lady! Before you go 
out, you take off some of that makeup and wash 

off that gallon of pheromones!" 

Ancient exterminators 



"This must be it, Jenkins-the legendary 
Ugliest Place on Earth." 

"Oh, good heavens, no, Gladys-not for me .. 
I ate my young just an hour ago." 

"Drive, Ted! We've stumbled into some cowtown." 



"Zorak, you idiot! You 've mixed incompatible species 
in the earth terrarium! " 

The Potatoheads in Brazil 

"Good heavens , Bernie! We've got company! . 
And you ' re never going to catch that 

stupid squirrel anyway! " 



Sucker fish at home 

Burying itself deep in the mud , the hominideatodon , an evolutionary wonder, would 
slowly raise and lower its unique appendage in the hope of attracting its favorite prey. 



Awkward moments in the ant world 

"You and Fred have such a lovely web, Edna- and 
I love what you 've done with those fly wings. " 

Pygmies on vacation 

On a clear day, Eugene rose and looked around 
him and , regrettably, saw who he was . 



October t988 

"Aha! The murderer's footprints! ... 'Course, 
we all leave tracks like this ." 



Odob~rt988 

Ditchdiggers School 

Frog pioneers 



Odob~r 1988 

"Hey! Ernie Wagner! I haven't seen you in, 
what's it been-twenty years? And hey

you've still got that thing growin ' outta your 
head that looks like a Buick! " 

Construction birds at lunch 

Anatidaephobia: the fear that somewhere, 
somehow, a duck is watching you . 

Early settlers of Beverly Hills 



Odob~r f988 

"We understand your concern, ma'am-but 
this just isn ' t enough for us to go on . Now, 

you find the other half of your husband, 
and then we've got a case." 

J+xKa~fo,>"";> / \; .,~~-~ 
~ ~ 

~~:~~~~ 

Need tocl'lec~~; · 

:1 jJ \ 
How the human egg is often deceived 

Scene from the film Giraffes IV: This time, 
they' re not just looking for acacia leaves. 

" Hey .... Since the kids are in bed , what 
say we run out and kill ourselves a 

couple of planteaters." 



Octotu~r t988 

Pinocchio in his later years 

In the Hall of Beets 



Odob~r 1988 

"Well, thank God we all made it out in time. 
'Course, now we're equally screwed ." 

Dogscapes 



Odob4r 1988 

. he always describe "I'm one ofth?sekwsp:~~~~ 1Ind ."' 
as aw 

Non-union wagon masters 



Odolu~r 1988 

" Hey, Bob ... did I scare you or what? " 

"So then I says to Borg, 'You know, as long as we're under 
siege, one of us oughta moon these Saxon dogs."' 



Odo"hr 1988 

In the hallway of the Old Cartoonists' Home 

Mobile hobbyists 

10/lO,:SS 

"Man, this is ugly-sheep and cattle 
never do mix well." 

Bombardier beetles at home 



The crepes of wrath 

The Far Side cast 

The End (Act One) 

Editor'snote:Garyleaves 
fora one-year sabbatical. 

He returns in 1990. 







1990 

lhe C:,econd-Mo~-+ -A.~ked C?V1e~-\- ion 

Before I get into this, I first must divulge what I, personally, con
sider to be the single-most penetrating and important question to ask 
any cartoonist. And no one has ever once asked me this. Get ready: 
So, [name of cartoonist}, tell me-what kind of pen do you use? 

Thrilling, isn't ir' You can use it, if you wish, the next rime you 
cross paths with someone who draws for a living. Bur I'm serious-it's 
the one thing I wondered about when I starred out as a cartoonist. I 
may even ask it now. (Obviously, I never have very long conversations 
with other cartoonists.) 

For me, everything else relates to the creative process, and I have 
never been able to deconstruct that invisible beast without ultimately 
being devoured by it. 

So, please, let's move on from any exploration of that most-asked 
question regarding my cartoons, Where do you get your ideas> Nor 
that I have ever begrudged anyone for asking it. {Hell, I guess no 
one's going to ask what kind of pen I use.) It's just that it's beyond 
my own understanding. 

The second-place contender is an entirely diffirent question, and 
one that has always fascinated me because I'm intrigued with why so 
many people have asked it: How long does it take you to draw a cartoon? 

My initial response: Well, which cartoon are we talking about 
here? Does it involve amoebas or an anthill' A family of stick people 
or an army of Vikings? A lone vulture soaring overhead or a traffic 
jam in midtown? Just point the cartoon our to me and I'll scratch 
my head and come up with some lie. 

I've suspected an ulterior motive from some people who ask me 
this question. I think they want to check to see if I'm really working. 
In other words, is cartooning a real job? If that's the hidden question, 
the answer is easy. No-it's nor a real job. The guy laying asphalt in 
mid-July on a Louisiana highway has a real job. And I've had real jobs 
in my past. This was not one of them. What I did for a living was rry 
to make that guy laying asphalt crack up once in a while so he didn't 
look around and notice I wasn't our there alongside him. 

But I'm working on an additional theory: that this kind of question 
is an outgrowth of American culture. We just seem to want to quantify 
everything. How much horsepower does that baby have> ... How much 
did they soak you for that> ... How much does that sucker weigh> ... How 
much time elapses before the female eats the male> (Actually, it may not 
be just an American thing; I once read that some forest dwellers in 
Brazil distinguish between several kinds of venomous snakes based on 
the number of steps a bitten person can rake before dropping dead. A 



1990 

hundred-stepper, therefore, is clearly preferred over a ten-stepper, and a 
one-stepper is apparently just enough rime ro say, "Ow! ... Hey, was 
that a one-stepperrrrrrrrrrrrrr ? ... ") 

So (I'm back), how long did it rake for me ro draw an average car
toon? Honestly, I can't compute that with any real certainty. (See why I 
like that pen question so much') First of all, I enjoyed what I did. And 
when you enjoy doing something, rime is a disconnect. Nor rhar you can 
afford to ignore the clock entirely; if you're a syndicated cartoonist 
under contract, you have deadlines. Mine were weekly, and the lag rime 
between rhe time I submitted something and when ir showed up in a 
newspaper was about three weeks. Bur I'll never complain about dead
lines to that guy laying asphalt. I would lose that whining contest. 

There's also a critical pan of rhe equation that has nothing to do 
with rhe physical execution of the cartoon, and that's rhe rime invested 
in just sitting, staring, and thinking. And it's difficult ro know if you're 
not, in truth, just doing the first two. (Sometimes I think it wouldn't 
have been a bad thing if a Lou Grant-type person burst into my office 
once in a while and said, "Larson! Draw!") 

Finally, on to the "Looks Are Deceiving" category, and for that I've 
included an example, "Houdini 's final 
undoing." I remember all roo well my long 
day in hell with this cartoon. 

A simple concept, really: Houdini has 
apparently mer his march in a pair of 
Chinese handcuffs, with tragic results for 
rhe famous escape artist. Now, if you will, 
please pretend rhar you are rhe Cartoon 
Coroner and rake a closer look at the 
"deceased." What we have here is a decom
posed body, with the main focus on the 
head. If ir's roo gruesome, ir doesn't work. 
If ir's roo corny, it doesn't work. The expression on that face has to 
simultaneously capture silliness and scariness, horror and hilarity, sadness 
and stupidity. For me, rhis meant draw, erase, draw, erase, draw, erase . 
for hours. I couldn't get it, although I think in the end I got son of 
close. (I now see that the head should have been tilted forward just a 
little, dam mit.) If it hadn't been for my deadline, I might be sitting 
there ro rhis very day, doomed to draw Houdini's skull for the rest of 
my life until ], roo, am discovered one day looking much like this very 
drawing, only perhaps funnier. 

How long does it rake for me to draw a cartoon? Let it go. Ask 
me what kind of pen I use. 



"You 're so morbid , jonathan-the paper 
co mes, and that's the first section you 

always head for. " 

Januar-y 1990 

"Well, here we go again .... Did anyone here not 
eat his or her homework on the way to school?" 

Geraldo Rivera of the wild 



Ja.nua.ry 1990 

Carmen Miranda' s fa .I . ml y reunion 

Encroachment of th f h e IS developers 

"Jimzfxxy! Do you have 
organisms on every pi~~~~: :~~~?~'he 



Januuy 1990 

Trouble brewing 

The heart of the jungle now well behind them, 
the three intrepid explorers entered the spleen. 

Suddenly, on a national talk show in front of 
millions of viewers, Dick Clark ages 200 years 

in 30 seconds. 

Mammoth pointers 



"Oh my God, Bernie! You ' re wearing 
one of my nylons?" 

Scientific meat markets 

J~nU~l'Y 1990 

Ralph Harrison , king of salespersons 



Sunset in the vampire army 

JAilUAI'Y 1990 

" First of all , Mr. Hawkins , let 's put the gun 
down .... I would guess it 's an itchy trigger 
finger, but I want to take a closer look." 

At the public execution of the 
" Ring around the collar" copywriter 



Janua:ry 1990 

IalloneofJourllorefa•ousunknownadllirers.Fat:tis,Jou 
lllldeaef!IIIOuo~~-oneofthe•ost(in)fallouseopywritersofall 

~~!;~ ~ y:~~u ~~e t~:e~:~ 1~: n "::p::~~ ~=~: ::d c: ~~! ~~!~ ~:e e: !! 11 ~he 

have =~b;:~!!: ::d r!~ 1 ::: 8 de!:::i::P:!~~:f:!t~!~~~u~!~~~ ~:~e~~~tr, 
actuallJlhi!Jj!.18t8aidlsl\ouldgetintoucbw1thyou.Soherel 
=~~h u:!~rtunatel y without 117 co•puter, and no epellcbeck, so bear 

lstarted•yadwertistngcareeraaanagencJcopyvriterbefore 
goingtoLever.KyUrstrealjobaftercollegewasasabooafide 
copyvriterwithwhatvesbecktheothelerge.stadBJti!DCJiothe 
vorld,lnterpublic.Itbroke··upbecauseoftheaoti-trustsenti•ellt 
thatstillbadalii&JiDtbosedaJs.ltbeea•eMcCano-Ericksonalld 
abunchofothertopnotcbagencies. 

Iwas(atleastto•yownDowhu:yperceptiooofthosedaJs) 
ahotshotatLever,colliiiii&Sldidfrolltheftbii!OOen.TI\ellwere 
thedays.Jwa8iii11JI!&rlytweot1es,andjustbyyouthfulhubri s 
andeihuberaoce,ifDothingelse,lloreproductive,oodeasilyas 
creative,astheotherthreePro•otiooSpecialistsco•bined, 
seasooedweteraniiBStheJII&Jhawebeeo. 

Not too surprisinglJ, with certain individuals at ~ever •J 
brasb,call-a-spade-a- apadeattitudedidn'taitwell-1_wn:hJtwo 

::::~~: .. ~·::~:::t~n particular, one on Vtsk and the other on tbe 

AscoiDcidencehadit,aboutfiwe•oathsbe(orelresigned 
fro•Le•er,tbea{ore•entioned•anagerspulledo((afirsttille 
coupatLeverbybecODinaCo-presidentsoftbeco•panJ. 

&;; 
~ 

ftCo•eupwlthao•etbingtosayonthiscollar.ft 

m;=fE1;!I~;j~:11:1I~I,~~., :;:g::g;:~;:,f;:g::ir :;:g:;;g:::: · 
pocketfullofpoaey.allfalldown. 

~:1 fa ~~!::;;s ;~!:~ :v!~; t :~::!~:~~:: ~o~~=~ t ~!a :a P~~:;c! r!:::r ~~; 

=:~:~:: ~:==~:!;~, ~:!: 
11

~!:-:: ~!~1: b:~::;::~~ e i !o!; ~== :;:: ~c ~ d 1 do ' t 

"Whatdoyouthillkofth1sforaPOPpro•o7" 

1m~1:=~~~~1r.;~~~:~!~!J;:;;;;;!iir~i::m·m:::;:;:~:r:. 
CBIIpB;~:. c~u~1k!a~~- ~his littl" idea, and run it into a 11 ational 



Jan.uary f990 

Deer Halloweens 

When referees go home at night 

Jimmy meets Mr. Ed . 



January 1990 

To his horror, Irving suddenly realized he had failed 
to check his own boots before putting them on just 

minutes ago. 

Water buffaloes at home 

"I'm going off half-cocked? I'm going off 
half-cocked? ... Well, Mother was right

you can't argue with a shotgun." 



.fdn·uar-y 1990 

Suddenly, second-chair granite rock's jealousy of 
first-chair granite rock becomes uncontainable. 

Bullknitters 

Morning in the crypt 

The parenting advantages of dentists 



Wildlife day shifts 

The untold ending to the fable, 
"The Grasshopper and the Ant." 

The deadly couch cobra- coiled and alert 
in its natural habitat. 



F~brUAI'Y 1990 

"This is no use, Wanda. It's like they say
we just don 't have lips. " 

Our protagonist is about to check on the 
progress of her remodelers in this scene from 

Leona Helmsley Meets the Three Stooges. 

And down they went: Bob and Francine- two 
more victims of the La Brea Carpets. 



February f990 

It was very late , and Raymond, fighting insomnia, 
went for a midnight snack. Unfortunately, 

he never saw the duck blind . 

"Well , there he is, Billy-Big Red. Sure he's 
rough , but if you can ride him , he' s yours ." 

Life among the clover 

Tales of the Known 



"Okay, Frank, that's enough .... 
I' m sure theJeffersons are quite amazed 

at your car headlight device. " 

Competition in Nature 

1'4bl'U&.l'Y 1990 

"Oooweeee! You nailed him good, Vera- to 
think that little ol ' ant was hoping to just up 

and walk off with your rubber tree plant." 

Civil Service History: On Oct. 12 , 1979 
(Columbus Day) , government employee 

George Sullivan goes in to work for a couple 
of hours to , in his own words, " take care of 

some unfinished business ." 



The night before the hunt, Neanderthals 
would carefully prepare their weaponry

often employing the help of the 
deadly poison-club frog. 

God creates the animals . 

Ma.I"(h 1990 

"Coast, Dad, coast! " 



Dog restaurants 

The rooster stared back at me, his power and 
confidence almost overwhelming. Down below, 
a female paused warily at the coop 's entrance. 
I kept the camera running. They were beautiful , 

these Chickens in the Mist. 

Although it lasted only 2 million years, the 
Awkward Age was considered a hazardous 

time for most species. 



M.a.r(h f990 

" It's a fax from your dog, Mr. Dansworth . 
It looks like your cat." 

" Henry! Our party's total chaos! No one 
knows when to eat, where to stand, what to ... 
Oh, thank God! Here comes a Border collie! " 

The bozone layer: shielding the rest of the solar 
system from the Earth 's harmful effects. 



"Dang! Every day, more and more swatters 
are movin' in." 

March t990 

"I say we do it ... and trichinosis be damned!" 

In the Chicken Museum 



Midlife crises in moths 

" Listen, you want to come over to my place? 
I get great FM." 

MAr-(h 1990 

"Oh, I don't know. Billy's been having trouble 
in school, and Sally's always having some sort 

of crisis. I tell you, Edith , it's not easy 
raising the dead ." 

Tapeworms visiting a stomach park 



Mar-(h f990 

Hours later, when they finally came to, Hal and 
Ruby groggily returned to their yard work
unknowingly wearing the radio collars and 

ear tags of alien biologists. "Okay, Zukutu-that does it! Remember, those 
who live in grass houses shouldn't throw spears." 

The party had been going splendidly-and then 
Tantor saw the ivory keyboard. 



Special Agent Gum by falls into the frustrated 
hands of the enemy. 

April f990 



"Oh, yeah? Lewis, you're fired! You apparently 
forgot this is a cartoon, and I can read every 

word you think! " 

Aprilf990 



April 1990 

" My God! Vikings! And they mean business! " 

" Don 't worry ... your little boy' s somewhere 
in our service department-but let 's move on 

and check out the TDSOO." 



April f990 

Sudden ly, a heated exchange took p lace between t he 
king and the moat contractor. 

" Uh-oh . Carol 's inviting us over for cake, and 
I'm sure it's just loaded with palm oil." 

0 0 

0 

"And as amoebas, you'l l have no problems 
recruiting other sales reps .. . just keep 

d1v1dmg and se lling, dividing and selling." 



April f990 

Inconvenience stores 

00 0 

0 0 

" Now Betty Sue, we know you ' re upset .. 
breaking up with a boyfriend is always hard . 

But, as they say, there are more protozoa 
in the lower intestine." 

"Throw him in the swamp? You idiot! 
That's the first place they'll look." 



April1990 

EditorS note: This is a speciaL cartoon Gary drew for Earth Day 
1990, as part of a project in which many cartoonists participated 

robringmoreawrlrenesstothestateoftheenvironment 

"Well, there he goes again ... 'Course, I guess I 
did the same thing at his age- checking every day 

to see if I was becoming a silverback." 



April 1990 

Nerds of the Old West 

Semi-desperadoes 

Bowler's hell 



Mayt990 

"On three, Vince. Ready?" 

"So once they started talking, I just remained 
motionless, taking in every word .... Of course, 

it was pure luck I just happened to be a 
fly on the wall." 

Sheep health classes 

Scenes from classic nature films 



"Well , here 's your problem, Marge- if you 
and Bob really want kids, next time try 

sittin ' on these little guys ." 

Wharf cows 

.May 1990 

Tragedy struck when Conroy, his mind preoccupied 
with work, stepped into the elevator-directly 

between a female grizzly and her cub . 

"Sometimes, just sometimes, I wish I didn ' t have 
to hop out of bed first thing every morning . . 

'Course, that' s the only way I know how." 



"All this time you've been able to go home 
whenever you desired-just click your heels 

together and repeat after me ... " 

Cow poetry 

May1990 

" No way am I going to that party tonight! 
I won't know anyone there, which means 

I' ll be constantly introduced-and you know 
I never learned how to shake!" 

Slug vacation disasters 



" Listen, before we try and take this guy, let 
me ask you this: You ever kill a flea before, 

Dawkins? ... It ain 't easy." 

Punk accountants 

May 1990 

"Wow, this place is really packed- or maybe 
it's just my compound eyes ." 

Thag Anderson becomes the first fatality as a 
result of falling asleep at the wheel. 



5iis79o 

As the flock of monarchs, in a silent burst of 
black and gold, rose from the puddle's edge, a 

sudden "crack" knifed through the still morning 
air. A spider's shotgun had found its mark. 

M•y 1990 

Helpful hints for the jungle traveler: Never 
drag your hand in piranha-infested waters. 

"Okay, Mr. Dittman, remember: That brain 
is only a temporary, so don't think 

too hard with it." 



May f990 

Scene from Dinner on Elm Street 

Until finally being replaced by its more popular 
and deadly cousin, the Bowie spoon was often 

used to settle disputes in the Old West. 

"Well , here we go again! I always get the 
gurney with one bad wheel! " 



Jun.~ 1990 

Common desert animal tracks 

"You need to see medicine man-me just handyman ." 



Jun~ f990 

"Rex! Don't take it! Everyone knows their mouths are 
dirtier than our own! " 

"Well , like I said, a mammoth shouldn 't be 
allowed in the cave to begin with - bur installing 

a swinging door was just plain crazy! " 

"And one more thing about tomorrow's company 
picnic: Do I have to mention what happened 
last year when some moron sabotaged the 
games with a case of acid-filled LD-SOs?" 



JUil4 1990 

"Farmer Bob .. . your barn door's open ." 

"And the really great thing about this jungle 
of ours is that any one of you could grow up 

to be King of the Apes. " 

"Okay, Johnson- we've got a deal. We' ll let your 
people and my people work out the details ." 



June f990 

After flicking on the light, Professor Zurkowitz is 
caught off guard by the overnight success of his efforts 

to crossbreed flying fish and piranhas . 

March 16, 1942: The night before he leaves the 
Philippines, General MacArthur works on h1s 

farewell address. 
"Excuse me ... I know the game's almost 

over, but just for the record, I don't think my 
buzzer was working properly." 



Jun4 f990 

0 

Elephan Gogh 

"Well, Donald-forgot your sunblock, I see." 

Tapeworms in a cow's stomach 



Jun• f990 

"Again? Crimony! ... How many times did 
I have a tentacle over the lens?" 

The evolution of Medusa's hair 

Early shell games 



"Okay, Jane , this guy you want me to go out 
with - you say he lives alone, he doesn ' t have 

any friends , and he has a slight frothing 
problem . ... He 's not a rogue , is he?" 

Jun~ 1990 

Studying the African bagel beetle 

Suddenly, the door was kicked open, and with nostrils 
flaring and manes flying, wild horses dragged Sam away. 



Gus saw them when he crested the hill. 
Snakes. Three of them, basking on the road . 

Probably diamondbacks. 

July f990 

"Well , we could go back to my place, but 
you have to understand-l 'm serious when I 

say it's just a hole in the wall. " 



July 1990 

Suddenly, two bystanders stuck their heads inside the 
frame and ruined one of the funniest cartoons ever. 

" My sonar's got it at 12 feet away and closing .. 
11 feet ... 10 feet ... God, it's enormous! 

Nine feet ... " 

s~,~~~/~~~: ~~~~~a:r:~~tl~~~~:~ :~~'s 
body weight . .. . 'Course, we'll want to start 

you out on dried ladybugs. " 



July f990 

How to draw cartoons 

" Now what? .. . Oh God, Ernie! Navy ants! " 



"Crimony! Talk about overstaying your 
welcome! ... John , open the door and turn the 
porch light on- see if that gets rid of them. " 

July 1990 

Math phobic's nightmare 

"Uh-oh, Bob, the dog's on fire ... . I think it's your 
turn to put him out." 



July f990 

"There! I felt it again, Donna! . 
Raindrops! Raindrops! " 

Medieval pickup battles 



July 1990 

How rhinos are incited to charge 

Failed lounge acts 

"Frances, I've got a feeling we're not on Toto anymore ." 



Suddenly, and to Rodney's horror, the police 
arrived with nerd-sniffing dogs . 

"Wowowo! ... Man , Lola, your feet are 
always so dang warm! " 

July t990 

Irresponsible mountain goats 

" Dave! Ain't that your horse that kid 
is messin' with?" 



"Oh, Helen! You're pregnant? That's wonderful! . 
At first, I was taking you quite literally when you 

said you had one in the oven!" 

"I said his head, you idiots! 
Bring me the cur's head!" 

"Hey! I'm trying to pass the potatoes! . 
Remember, my forearms are just as 

useless as yours!" 

"Well, scratch number 24. He did pretty good , 
though-nght up to the jet engine test." 



Lizard thugs 

Fool school 

"There you go, Mrs . Eagen- you can clearly 
see both twins on the monitor." 

"Well , just look at her and then tell me she 
didn ' t have her jowls lifted." 



Au~un 1990 

"Introducing automatic weapons to a couple 
of dumb animals was irresponsible to begin 

with, Frank-but, my God! To think you 
almost left the bullets in!" 

"Oh God, George! Stop! Stop the car! . 
I've got another migration headache!" 

In the Old West, cowboy show-offs often fell 
victim to the old whoopee saddle gag. 

On what was to be his last day on the job, 
Gus IS caught asleep at the switch. 



Leon Red bone 's workout video 

Innocent and carefree, Stuart' s left hand 
didn't know what the right was doing . 

"And, during my term, I'm looking forward 
to a kinder, gentler cave, with a thousand 
points of darkness showing us the way." 

"That was fast! ... Gunther! 
The Diver Delivery guy is here ." 



" Hey! What's the matter? ... There' s only 
three of us here! C'mon! ... It 's gonna 

be darrrrrrk soon! " 

Animal fast-food joints 



"Oh, wait, Doreen- don' . 
That chair's just no~ :~f:h.~re. 

"Ooo! That one got 'em . 
Zangorn! Let's blo~~~~~ed up, 

Hornet goody two-shoes 



Charlie Parker's private hell 



A day in the Invisible Man 's household 

Centipede parking lots 



Odolu~r- 1990 

"Step back, Loretta! ... It 's a red-hot poker! " 

Danook shows off his Swiss Army Rock. 

The four basic personality types 

Each time the click beetle righted itself, Kyle 
would flop It over again- until something 

went dreadfully wrong. 



Llamas at home 

"Zak! Don't eat parsley! ... Just for looks! " 

Odo&~r 1990 

"Listen-! bought these here yesterday, and 
the dang things won 't stop squeaking! " 



Odob4U· 1990 

Fish funerals 

Hopeful parents 

It was foolish for Russell to approach the 
hornets' nest in the first place, but his 

timing was particularly bad . 



Odobnt990 

" Barbara, you just have to come over and see 
all my eggs! The address is : Doris Griswold , 
5 feet 4 inches , 160 pounds, brown eyes-

11m in her hair. " "Who are we kidding, Luke? We know this is 
go ing to be just another standoff. " 

"C'mon! Keep those stomachs over the handles! Let the 
fat do the work! Let the fat do the work! ... That's it! " 



Odotuu· 1990 

Young ants entertaining themselves 
with a grape 



Odob4tr f990 

"My God! It is Professor Dickie! ... Weinberg, see if 
you can make out what the devil he was working on, 

and the rest of you get back to your stations ." 

"Joe! You went and ate the pig I was going to 
serve this evening to the Maclntyres? ... Well , 
you just disgorge it- it should still be okay." 

Aarddogs 



The fate of Don King's great-great-grandfather 

"Well , if there 's a bone stuck in your throat, 
you deserve it! ... Do you see anyone else 

around here stupid enough to order fish? " 

Faraway, on a hillside, a very specialized breed of dog 
heard the cry of distress. 



lfovcmber f990 

"It's just a miracle you pulled through, 
George . .. . Why, it was only a few hours ago 
the whole family was deliberating on whether 

or not to wring your neck." The class was quietly doing its lesson when 
Russell , suffering from problems at home, 

prepared to employ an attention-getting device. 



"We must be careful , Cisco! ... Thees could be 
the eenfamous Queeksand Beds of Chihuahua. " 

And so it went, night after night, year after 
year. In fact , the Hansens had been in a living 
hell ever since that fateful day the neighbor's 
" For Sale" sign had come down and a family 

of howler monkeys had moved in. 

As the small band of hunter-gatherers sat 
around cleaning their weapons , one made the 

mistake of looking at his club straight on . 

Fleaboys 



!he Names We Give Dogs 

In a recurring nightmare, Arsenio Hall sees 
himself walk onstage wearing golf clothes. 

"LENWY GOES 
TO TOWN" 
~ 

Tf\E II-YEAR CICAM 
C PA~' 1) 

Nature films that Disney test-marketed 
but never released . 

"That story again? ... Well, one stormy night, 
when the whole family was asleep , your 

grandfather quietly rose from his bed, took 
an ax, and made all you little grand kids ." 



Mov~mb~l' 1990 

Feb. 22, 1952: Veterinarians attempt the 
first skunk de-scenting operation. 

Luckily, Eddie had stumbled upon a rare 
variety of deadly nightshade, the amicable 
Atropa belladonna congenialocus. (Later that 

same day, however, he blundered into some 
poison oak-a flat-out intolerant species.) 

Buffalo, N.Y., Nov. 2-5: The annual convention 
of the Big Galoot Society of America 

How fo st-op a Rt.~nawy Stage 
Jn..z/&m~H1 

From the book Guide to Western Stuff 



November f990 

Like most veterinary students, Doreen 
breezes through chapter 9. 

In the corner, Vance was putting the move 
on two females-unaware that his fake 

hood had begun to slip . 

Misunderstanding his employees ' screams of 
"Simmons has lost his marbles! " Mr. Wagner 

bursts from his office for the last time. 



Perspectives in nature we rarely enjoy 

"Good heavens, John! Call someone! . 
The entire basement looks dry! " 



Professor Haro ld Rosenbloom 's diagram 
of the middle ear, proposing his newly 

discovered fourth bone. 
The prenatal development of Curly 



"They're Neanderthals, Loona ... 
Every one of them." 

"Would you look at that? ... By thunder, you 
couldn't do that in our day-yessiree, the 
rocks were just a lot heavier back then." 

" Idiot! ... You're standing on my foot! " 

"Okay, we're ready for the donor heart ... . 
Oh, very good. I see we once again have 

a big selection." 



Buzzard beakniks 

"Say, Anthony, this looks like a 
pleasant little place." 

"Short-sheeted my bed , didn ' t you, Jenkins? .. 
You know, I could make your life miserable , too! " 



Baby toys and gifts to avoid this Christmas 

Far Side Lite: Not funny, but better for you. 

"Ben-what d'ya say we turn the power off for 
a while and let the little guy roam around?" 



And with Johnny's revelation , Mr. Goodman 's 
popularity in the neighborhood 

suddenly plummeted . 

Another photograph from the Hubble Space Telescope 







1991 

For many years I had a desire ro begin one of my small collections with this 
short preface: 

If one of my cartoons has brought joy and laughter to just 
one person, if I have been able to make just QJ1f. person 

simply smile and forget their troubles for only a moment, 
then that one cartoon, clearly, was not worth drawing. 

It was a joke, of course. Just a little bit of silliness. There was only one 
problem: I couldn't embrace this sentiment, even as a joke. It was at odds with 
the plain truth. I certainly never knew ahead of rime that virtually no one would 
"get" a particular cartoon of mine, bur if I had known, would it have killed my 
desire to draw it? Hard to say. One person getting ir' That's rough. Two persons? 
I'm in. 

On the other hand, I never got bogged down thinking roo much about 
what was going on "our there." Really, a cartoonist is largely blind to reader 
reaction. This is the big wall that separates us from our distant and hairier 
cousin, the stand-up comedian. (I actually don't know if the "hairier" part is 
true; I'm guessing.) 

Compare and contrast these two branches of the humoroid tree. For starters, 
we cartoonists are in ignorant bliss when we "bomb." We don't see the frozen 
faces or hear the collective groans or the universal "HUH?" that our little opus 
generated. For a comedian, however, bombing is a very public, very humiliating 
experience. I prefer ignorant bliss. 

But the enviable side of this same coin is that comedians, perhaps at the price 
of such humiliating moments, are always learning from experience, throwing out 
jokes that didn't work, fine-tuning the ones that do. Small audiences become 
resting grounds for bigger audiences, and rhe comedians in turn are undoubredly 
being shaped by the experience. 

Cartoonists learn nothing from experience. There is no experience, really. Ar 
least none gained from "audience interacrion." There is no audience. There's just 
an editor. And you, of course. There you are, probably sitting by yourself much 
like you are ar this moment, reading your local newspaper or some other cartoon
accessorized publication. Maybe you're at home, sitting ar rhe kitchen table, or 
on a bus, or in a diner, or on a park bench, or in a waiting room, or a prison cell. 
(I'm nor joking; over my career, I've gotten more than a few fan letters from 
inmates, which won't surprise my detractors.) 

In essence, I like to imagine you're as alone reading one of my cartoons as I 
was when I drew it. It's the only way I could bear it, I think. No "audience"-just 
you. Alone. Like me. (Now we're all depressed.) 

If cartoonists do improve as the months and years go by, it's only because 
we're evolving from within, exploring ourselves, our characters. (There's editorial 
feedback, of course, bur mostly at the beginning; after you've moved from your 
learner's permit to your license, editors make friendly, calm suggestions as you 
head down the road. It's only once in a while that they will actually scream and 
lunge for the wheel.) And there's one other evolution: We simply draw better 



with rime. My first cow would have made a bad cave painting; my last cow was 
up there with the best Neanderthal artist you could throw at me. 

Actually, I think cartoonists have more in common with writers than we do 
with comedians. The following writer-cartoonist parallels come to mind: loners, 
quiet room, favorite chair, hand puppet (just me?), and our rrusry writing/drawing 
tools. Bur there is also one huge difference: If we blow it, we lose a day. If a writer 
blows it, he or she loses, what-a year? Two years? Personally, I prefer a job where 
I might screw up my day, not my year. (I envision most writers finally finishing a 
body of work, shipping it off to their publisher, and then going our that evening 
to a five-star restaurant and having a great meal and a borde of vintage wine; 
cartoonists finish a body of work, ship ir off to their publisher, and fix themselves 
a really big bowl of their favorite cereal. It all equates.) 

So how does a confusing cartoon even come into being' It's easy. Since I'm 
"audience free, " I just go where my mind rakes me. Then my editor sees it, says 
to himself, "Oh, well-l've seen him do stranger things," and off it goes ro your 
local newspaper, where you finally see it and go, "Huh'" Meanwhile, I'm back 
home having cereal. 

For show ' n' tell, I've found a cartoon (oh, the choices) of what, in hindsight, 
I concede was just a little roo cumbersome and obtuse. (Of course, the King of 

My Cartoons That Confused Everybody was 
one entitled "Cow tools" [Vol. I, p. 251], bur 
I've discussed that in a previous book and 
prefer not to once again relive my day in hell 
when rhar little gem was published.) 

Let me be the first to acknowledge rhar 
even if you were to understand this thing, it's 
not exactly going to send you into gales of 
laughter. (Let's just call it "quiet humor," 
okay') Here's rhe cartoon decoded: If you've 
managed to escape some disastrous event at 
sea, and then found safety on a small rock 
island , you would be well-advised to note 
where rhe various crustaceans and mollusks are 

"Well, we'll neve. want fo, food, Dom... making their little homes. Because "home" to 
This rock is absolutely encrusted with oysters those creatures is anywhere that is comfortably 

and mumls-all the way to the top!" below high ride. (I knew I was in trouble when 

a marine biologist friend called me and asked me to explain this one.) 
Even now, years after my retirement, I'm reminded of my reputation as 

The Grear Confuser. One afternoon nor long ago, a repair guy was at our house, 
trying to fix a problem with our electrical system. He tracked me down in the 
kitchen and starred to explain to me in technical jargon what was wrong. I didn't 
have a clue what he was talking about, and at the end of his discourse I just 
looked at him and said, "Sorry, I'm confused." I didn't think he knew anything 
about me, bur he suddenly narrowed his eyes and replied in an even tone, "Just 

consider it payback." 
Fair enough. 



J~n.U~f'Y f99f 

It was over. But before the police could arrive, the 
rioting employees had already turned on one another, 

using the closest weapons at hand. 

Forbidden fruit 

_" Mayday! Mayday! This is Flight 97! I'm 
1n trouble! ... My second engine 's on fire , 

my landing gear's jammed, and my 
worthless copilot' s frozen!" 



"You know, I used to like this hobby .... 
But shoot! Seems like everybody's got 

a rock collection ." 

January 1991 

"Yeah, Clem, I hurt. But y'know, it's a 
good kind of hurt." 

"Oh, for the love of- there goes Henry! ... Rita, you're closest 
to him-give that c-clamp 'bout a quarter turn, will ya?" 



Fish dungeons 

January 1991 

"Well, we'll never want for food, Doris .. 
This rock is absolutely encrusted with oysters 

and mussels-all the way to the top!" 

God makes the snake. 



Primitive UFOs 

January t99t 

Innovative concepts in exposing city kids to nature 

"The carnage out here is terrible, Sandy
feathers everywhere you ... Oh, here we go! 
The Animal Control Officer is leading the 

so-called Chicken Coop Three away 
at this very moment." 



January 1991 

In sudden disgust, the three lionesses realized 
they had killed a tofudebeest-one of the 
Serengeti's obnoxious health antelopes. 

" Oh, gross!" 

New York, 1626: Chief of the Manhattan Indians 
addresses his tribe for the last time. 



January f99f 

"I'm afraid it's bad news, Mr. Griswold .... The lab 
results indicate your body cavity is stuffed with a tasty, 

breadlike substance." 

Lemmings on vacation 



Hooting excitedly, primitive scientists Thak 
and Gork try out their new "Time Log." 

Jan.uary 1991 

The growing field of animal liposuction 

Although history has long forgotten them, Lam bini & Sons 
are generally credited with the Sistine Chapel floor. 



You never see it coming. 

.February f99f 

Cattle drive quartets 

"Look at those two macho idiots .... They 
haven't taken a drink in dayS-JUSt to see 

which one ends up under the table." 



"Oh, my! Cindy! This looks exquisite! . 
And look, Frank-it even has a cheeseball 

stuffed in its mouth!" 

"hbruar-y 199f 

0 

0 

0 



"Whoa! Whoa! Whoa! ... You're in my 
favorite chair again, Carl. " 

In the days before feathers 

.hbruary f99f 

The birth of head-hunting 

Andy looked up in horror. Right in front of Sally, 
a worm was emerging from his forehead-and he 

felt himself turning even redder. 



"Aaaaaaa! There goes another batch of eggs , 
Frank! ... No wonder this nest was such a deal. " 

The Secret Elephant Aerial Grounds 

The crew of the Starship Enterprise encounters the 
floating head of ZsaZsa Gabor. 



February f99f 

"Wait, wait, wait-l'm confused . ... Bob, you're 
the one who's claiming your Siamese twin , Frank, 

changes into a werewolf every full moon?" 
The dam bursts. 

"Make a note of this, Muldoon . ... The wounds seem 
to be caused by bird shot ... big bird shot." 



1'4bl'Uill'Y 1991 

"Okay, ma'am-it's dead . In the future, however, it's 
always a good idea to check your shoe each time you 

and the kids return home." 

Famous patrons of Chez Rotting Carcass 

Giraffe thugs 



JllaU'Ch f99f 

"Oh, man! You must be looking for 
Apartment 3-G, Mary Worth, or one of 

those serious-type cartoons." 

"Don't worry, Jimmy-they're just ~~tors .. 
and that's not real ketchup. 



Houdini 's final undoing 

"You just take your prey, slip 'em into the 
flex-o-tube, flip the switch, and the 

Mr. Coils o ' Death takes over." 

Much f99f 

"Ticks , fleas ... ticks, fleas ... " 

"Uh-oh , Lenny ... it's the slimelord ." 



" Hey, look ... you knew when you married 
me that I was a nonworking breed ." 

"Well, what d 'ya know! ... I 'm a follower, too!" 

March f99f 

"Listen, Morrison! ... Oh, wait. It's okay
those are jungle triangles!" 



" Oh, professor ... did I tell you I had another 
out-of-head experience last night?" 

Marth 1991 

"Well , it's a delicate situation, sir .... Sophisticated 
firing system, hair-trigger mechanisms, and Bob 's 

wife just left him last night, so you know 
his head ' s not into this ." 



March f99f 

Ghost newspapers 

"Look at this shirt, Remus! You can zip-a-dee
doo-dah all day long for all I care, bur you keep 

that dang Mr. Bluebird off your shoulder! " 

Saving on transportation costs, some pioneers 
were known to head west on covered skates. 



" No, no , no! ... That regular rock! 
Me need Phillips! " 

"We're in luck, Zorko! " 

3/ 25/ 91 

w- 0 

EJ- 0 

!.js- 0 

Amoebas at war 

"Oh, the whole flower bed is still in shock. 
He was such a quiet butterfly

kept to himself mostly. " 



Every hour on the hour, a huge truck, made 
entirely of pressed ham, lumbers its way across 
dog heaven-and all the car chasers can decide 
for themselves whether or not to participate. 

"It's Mrs. Griffin across the hall. ... Seems a 
giant tentacle smashed her door in toda~, 
grabbed her little shih tzu, and dragged It 
away .... She called the Harrisons, but their 

squid was over at the park!" 

April1991 

"There he is, Stan! ... On that birch tree, second 
branch from the top, and chattering away like 

crazy! ... I tell you-first come the squirrels and 
then come the squirrel guns." 

"Remember this guy, Zelda? Stumbled into 
the den one day and just freaked out! . 

Count those fang marks, everyone!" 



1 

Apr-i11991 

His rifle poised, Gus burst through the door, 
stopped, and listened. Nothing but the gentle sound 
of running water and the rustling of magazines could 

be heard. The trail, apparently, had been false. 

"Curse you, Ahmad! I specifically said, 
'The picnic basket! Make sure you 

grab the picnic basket!"' 

"C'mon, c'mon! You two quit circling the 
table and just sit down! " 



"Just ignore him . That's our rebellious young 
calf Matthew- he 's into wearing leather 

clothes just for the shock value." 

April1991 

In a barbarian faux pas that quickly cost him 
his life , Garth is caught drinking his gruel 

with pinky fingers extended. 

"Well, this is just going from bad to worse." 



April t99t 

Masher films 

Early but unsuccessful practical jokes 

"Got him, Byron! It's something in the Vespula genus, 
all right-and ooooweeeee does he look mad! " 



April f99f 

" Don ' t make any erratic movements, Miss Halloway . ... 
Not only is the truculent nature of this species amply 
documented , but, as you can discern for yourself, the 

little suckers can really jump." 

The curse of "artist's block" 

Front porch forecasters 



Apr-il 1991 

Suddenly, one of the Dorkonians began to flagellate 
hysterically. Something, apparently, had gone down 

the wrong pipe. 

In some remote areas of the world , the 
popular sport is to watch a courageous 

young man avoid being hugged by a 
Leo Buscaglia impersonator. 



Shrew People: quick, carnivorous, usually 
nocturnal; smaller but more vicious than the 

better-known Mole People; eat five times 
their own body weight every day; cannibals. 

April f99f 

" I'm starting to feel dependent." 



May 1991 

Bedbug dinner theater 

*Young urban scientist 

"Wait a minute, friends ... Frank Stevens in marketing-you 
all know Frank-has just handed me a note ... " 





Ma.y1991 

Professor Lundquist, in a seminar on compulsive 
thinkers, illustrates his brain-stapling technique. 

The Ty-D-Bol family at home 

Although nervous, the Dickersons were 
well-received by this tribe of unique headhunters. 

It was Pooki, regrettably, that was to bear 
the brunt of their aggression. 

"Look at us, Hank .... I tell you, there was a time 
when we did more than just watch the henhouse." 



Horse hospitals 

"AI's All- in-One Talent Agency and 
Construction Company, may I help you ?" 

May 1991 

"You 're cheating, Ned. " 

Dung beetle neighborhoods 



May 1991 

George Washington: general, president, visionary, 
ballroom break dancer. 

Kids' shows that bombed 

The urban catsnake and its prey 



.May f99f 

What really happened to Tinkerbell 

" Hey! What's that clown think he's doing?" 

"What? You've met someone else? What are you saying? . 
Oh , my God! It's not what's-his-name, is it?" 



Leona Helmsley of the Paleozoic 

May f99f 

"We can't go this way either, Simmons .. .. See 
those lines? That's the international cartoon symbol 

for glass! .. . He's got us good, the dirty bugger." 

The hazards of teaching young Neanderthals 



Jun~ f99f 

"Well, we're lost. I knew from the start that it was just 
plain idiotic to choose a leader based simply on the size 
of his or her respective pith helmet. Sorry, Cromwell." 

The squirrels of Central Park 



Wiener dog distribution centers 

However, there was no question that, on the 
south side of the river, the land was ruled by 

the awesome Tyrannosaurus Mex . 

Saturday mornings in cockroach households 





"The guy creeps me out, Zeena. Sure, he looks 
like he's just minding his own business-but he 

always keeps that one eye on my house." 

Insect game shows 

"Take a good, long look at this .... We don't 
know what it is, but it's the only part of the 

buffalo we don't use." 

Please do not feed the cartoon bears. 



Jun~ f99f 

Mr. and Mrs . Bojangles' rebellious son 

"Sorry, kids- they've got cable, but no pond ." 

·-=.-- -~ 
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Freudian slide 

The rarely seen victory dance of the 
poison-arrow frog 



Inside a nuclear power plant 

Jun~ f99f 

While his parents beamed , little Tommy Lundquist, 
future developer, surveyed the view from his 

newly constructed treehouse. 

"It's roughage, and that's about it. " 



"And so please welcome one of this cartoon's 
most esteemed scientist-like characters, 

Professor Boris Needleman, here to present his 
paper, ' Beyond the Border: Analysis, Statistical 
Probability and Speculation of the Existence of 
Other Cartoons on The Known Comics Page."' 

"Hey! Not this new stuff . ... Me want 
Jurassic Coke. " 

July t99t 

The Blob family at home 

"You ' re a long way from Big Poodle , 
stranger .... This here is Dead Skunk, and if 

I were you I'd just keep on movin' ." 



July 1991 

" ... And please let Mom , Dad , Rex, Ginger, Tucker, me, 
and all the rest of the family see color." 

Editor'snote:Garylem,es 
fora one-month vacatio11 



While their owners sleep, nervous little dogs 
prepare for their day. 

In 12th-century Pisa, Italy, the construction firm 
of Morrelli and Sons, whose members were all 
afflicted with a generic disorder in which the 

left leg was considerably shorter than the right, 
begin work on a new rower. 

"I'm worried about Frank these days .. 
It seems he just can ' t unwind." 

"According to these figures, Simmons, your 
department has lost another No. 2 Double N

and I want you to find it!" 



"Bob! There 's a fly on your lip! ... There he 
goes . ... He' s back! He's back!" 

" Looks like another hot one, Pa." 

Aueun t99t 
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ElephanL~-<Oyrs 

Awkward ages 

The life and times of Lulu 
Mrs. O'Leary's ill-fated co~ 



"Crimony! Every night you ask me what's for 
dinner and every night I say the same thing: 

'Moths, moths, moths!w 

The herd moved in around him , but Zach 
had known better than to approach these 
animals without his trusty buffalo gum . 

"And here he is, the author of the exciting 
autobiography, Shoe! " 

Unwittingly, Raymond wanders into 
the hive 's company picnic. 



Henry never knew what hit him . 

"Oh, great! Now there goes my hat! " 

A 
v·,K·nq 

A\ 
Got~ 

Boid watching 
\uri<. 

Know your barbarians. 



How poodles first came to North America 

"Oh, there goes Lenny again-draining off the 
goldfish bowl. .. . He wants to one day work 
for the Army Corps of Engineers , you know." 

Fortunately for Sparky, Zeke knew 
the famous uRex maneuver., 

Mrs. Maclntyer smelled trouble . On one side of 
the fence was her fruit-laden apple tree; on the 

other was the neighborhood brat pack of 
Dennis the Menace, Eddie Haskell , and Damien II. 



"Oh my God , Rogers! ... Is that? ... Is that? ... It is! 
It 's the MUMMY'S PURSE! " 

"Well , there he goes again .... I suppose I 
shouldn't worry, but I just get a bad 

feeling about jimmy hanging out with 
those tuna punks." 

"Well , we're ready for the males' 1 00-meter 
freestyle, and I think we can rest assured that 

most of these athletes will select 
the dog paddle." 



Special commuter lanes 

$eptem&er 1991 

Roommates Elvis and Salman Rushdie sneak 
a quick look at the outside world . 

God at His computer 



At Mount Stoogemore 

On the air with Snake Talk 

~~:~~ ;'pical defensi~e behavior, the arctic 
emaoned motoonless and concealed 

betrayed only by its nose. ' 



The farmers ' Mafia sends Henry a message. 

Flawed cultural treasures 

The art of conversation 

" Boy, that's good . But it's interesting, Bob .. 
Do you think everybody's mother makes a 

different kind of potato bug salad?" 



Punk worms 

August 11, 1959: In the heart of the Bolivian 
jungle, archaeologists stumble upon an ancient 

and heretofore unknown sacrificial altar. 

"Whoa! Mr. Lewis! We don 't know what 
that thing is or where it came from, but after 

what haf'pened to the dog last week, we 
adv1se people not to touch it." 



Carl "Javahead " jones and his chopped espresso maker 

Hell 's video store 

-(;arylarscm 

In what was destined to be a short-lived 
spectacle, a chicken , suspended by a balloon , 
floated through the samurai bar's doorway. 



Where the deer and the antelope work 

Omens and their meanings 



Durango, Mexico, circa 1880: Juan Sanchez 
cruises through town on the first low-rider. 

Odotuu· f99f 

"You should hear him! ... First he growls and 
snarls at me and then he thinks he can 
make everything okay by scratching me 

behind the ears." 

At the monthly meeting of Squid heads Anonymous 



Oc.tobtfr-1991 

"You gotta help me, Mom .... This assignment 
is due tomorrow, and Gramps doesn ' t 

understand the new tricks ." 

At The Far Side's spy center 

0 

"Okay, crybaby! You want the last soda? Well 
let me GET IT READY FOR YOU! '; ' 



Octob4tr f99f 

" My marriage is in trouble, Barbara. Yo u ever 
tried communicating with a hammerhead? " 

Dog previews 



Odober f99f 

Professor Glickman , the lab practical joker, 
deftly places a single drop of hydrochloric acid 

on the back of Professor Bingham 's neck. 
Where we get calamari blanc 

Three more careers are claimed by the 
Bermuda Triangle of jazz. 



October f99f 

Vera looked around the room. Not another chicken 
anywhere. And then it struck her- this was a hay bar. 

Dog ventriloquists 

Social morays 



Odob~r f99f 

The nightly crisis ofT odd's stomach vs. Todd's imagination 

Stumpy didn 't know how he got in this 
situation , but with the whole town watching, 

he knew he'd have to play it out. 
How Mr. Ed was made to talk 



Suddenly, Fish and Wildlife agents burst in on 
Mark Trail ' s poac hing operation. 

The spider Mafia at work 

For many weeks, the two species had lived in 
mutual tolerance of one another. And then , 

without provocation , the hornets began 
throwing rocks at Ned 's house . 



"Hey! I got news for you, sweetheart! . 
I am the lowest form of life on earth!" 

Mov~mb~r- 1991 

By blending in with the ostrich's eggs , 
Hare Krishnas are subsequently raised 

by the adult birds . 

"Why don't you play some blues, Andrew?" 



" I lift, you grab ... . Was that concept just a 
little too complex, Carl?" 

Unbeknownst to most ornithologists, the dodo was 
actually a very advanced species, living alone quite 

peacefully until, in the 17th century, it was annihilated 
by men, rats, and dogs. As usual. 



"Sure. The place you ' re lookin ' for is straight 
over them hills . 'Course, that's as the crow 

flies , not as the chicken walks . 
Ha ha ha ha!" 

Everything was starting to come into focus for 
Farmer MacDougal-his missing sheep, his missing 

beer, and his collie , Shep, who was getting just 
a little too sociable for his own good . 

"Oh my God! ... '60s skins are back! " 

Why we see news anchorpersons only from 
the waist up. 



Practical jokes of the Paleolithic 

November f99f 

Guy~ p.u- &1- to • ,..,.. .. louu UU"''I-t a 
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tMtwo•n!Ntthootl\11"41ntotMo,...ke,an4tiMnt1otd.tM 
oMto to tlloo __,u,·o tdl n..y tboul -n b.owa ango.-.d tM 
--.do by nlck1"9 a •u u iu blclol. wtr.1c~ ca ... oed tlloo 
__.,tit. to Uka tM .,..._ 001 a ,..ry ~ rl.S. 

~ .. ·!·;:~~;-.,.;.: = ;:!!~ ::-:-."';~~· = .. ~~~~!~k 
CilnOOO&tU.oplac.tloo•••-ol)"'&n.,.. 

Giorgio Armani at home 



His wish to be a real person granted, the 
Visible Man takes his first steps into the real 

world- not suspecting that most people, upon 
seeing him , would either faint or throw up . 

"Well , according to the dictionary, I' m just a 
large, flightless bird from East Africa .... But 
believe me, Doris- once you get to know me, 
you ' ll see I'm much , much more than that." 



Early checkers 

Mov~m&~r 1991 

"Whoa! Whoa! C'mon, you guys! This is just 
a friendly game of cards- ease up on those 

acid-filled beakers." 

"Oh, yeah? Well, I'd rather be a living corpse made 
from dismembered body parts than a hunchbacked 

little grave robber like you!" 



December f99f 

"You ' re a cold fish , Raymond ." 

John Denver on the comeback trail 

The class abruptly stopped practicing. Here was a 
chance to not only employ their skills, but also to 

save the entire town . 



Acts of God 

Of course, prehistoric neighborhoods always 
had that one family whose front yard was 

strewn with old mammoth remains. 

~~~~UMr.:1'~!~::t:: =~dl::;t,~r:: ::U!n:' !o ~.':"'~ 
:Ziy"'S::'~~!Mdwlthedep!Of"'lbbe~tlonwhleti)'OUcen,II}"'OJwtll,v.y 

ldanatbeltor..Wtyoueretllell0f10111'11nwl'lo-..Himodi;God,«W'tto,.li!IM 
enfoy•fin;ottwnholdrt-.. 4lmlght)l-.torldlcul~tthe-vwslde"_._.,.. 
wtKnappeandaltyllll!le81AMNGHAMIEWS._fU'tltlle.one~ta.b. 

;L~~o£E=::.::F.ri:~z..:~ 

=~ ~:~~ ~:::~~:~~1~;~:-~ =~1!~t~~--:s·· 
Surety,Mr.Han.on,youdoi'IOtwo&htomllk•IIIPfNartNotmodlln;GodlsM 
Ofdinary,rupecteble. ecuptabtethl!\fiOdo,doyou7 ThenwlllyounotpleaM 
ua.Mtopubll.ll'llhe'FerSide'cenooi\SinltleHEWS? 

Vouratruly -

"Yeah, Vern! You heard what I said! And what 
are you gonna do about it? Huh? C'mon! 
What are ya gonna do? Huh? C'MON!" 



Slave-ship entertainers 

Until his medical license was suspended, 
cosmetic surgeon Dr. Irwin Blumenfeld left 

many of his patients with the tragic side 
effect known as " buffalo nose. " 

"I tell ya , Ben- no matter who wins this thing, 
Boot Hill ain ' t ever gonna seem the same." 

If pets wore hats: a study in animal 
personalities and styles 



"And now the weather-well, doggone it, but 
I'm afraid that cold front I told you about 

yesterday is just baaarrrely going to miss us ." 

Cornered and sensing danger, Sidney flares 
his "eye spots. " 

And then AI realized his problems were much 
bigger than just a smashed truck. 

"Oooooo! Check it out, Edith! 
It's a quadraceratops! " 



ucome with us, ma'am-and if I were you, I'd 
get a good lawyer. No one's gonna buy that 

my-husband-was-only-hibernating story." 

"My gun, Desmond! I sense this striped 
man-eater is somewhere dead ahead, 
waiting to ambush us! ... Ohhhhhh, 

he thinks he's so clever." 

"Latte,jed?" 

"Waiter! What's that soup doin' on my fly?" 



Charlie Brown in Indian country 

"I'm starting to worry about you, Earl. ... 
Stalking sheep in that outfit is one thing, 
but wearing it around the house IS JUSt a 

little bit kinky." 

D~c~mb~r f99f 

Carl had never had so much fun in his whole 
life, and he knew, from this moment on, that 

he would never again be a lone pine tree. 







199'1 

Having started this essay several times, I realize this subject could easily have 
required a third volume for this collection, which is already approaching critical 
mass. Bur maybe I can touch on just a few examples of how, in my experience, 
the simple formula: 

drawing (d) + words (w) = cartoon (c) 
can turn into: 

d + w = n in my face. 

First, there is the offensive variable: Inadvertently offending people (speaking 
for myself, I swear it was always inadvertent, although I admit to sometimes 
holding my breath when certain cartoons went "out the door") and reading their 
angry letters is a rough experience when you're first starting out young and 
enthusiastic, with visions of sugar cows in your head. Sometime after you receive 
your second or third "How DARE you!" letter, it begins to dawn on you that 
your own mother may not be the best gauge of how the rest of the world will 
always respond to you. 

But eventually you learn the Big Truth: There's no avoiding this variable. You 
learn pretty fast in the humor business that offending some people is simply 
inevitable. (Unless I'm mistaken, even Dean Martin sang, "Everybody offends 
somebody sometime.") I suppose you could step around this particular land 
mine by drawing a strip like Nancy, although I'd be willing to bet that in his 
lifetime even Ernie Bushmiller got a letter or two suggesting that Sluggo was 
fostering some "social cancer.n 

How easy is it to offend someone? Try this: I once knew someone who 
expressed indignation over the cartoonist's universal symbol for cursing. You 
know, the"&*#@*$#!" you sometimes see when, say, a character hits his thumb 
with a hammer' Maybe just a simple"#@!" would have been okay with this 
person, but a full, in-your-face "&*#@*$#!" was apparently roo much to hand le. 
For the record, I don't believe I ever said "&*#@*$#!" in any of my cartoons, 
except once when I made fun of the device. 

Some land mines you unwittingly plant yo urself, without a clue in the world 
of what you're doing. For example, the word "boink. " 

Warning to other cartoonists: Do not use "boink" as a sound effect for some
thing smacking into something else. I didn't know this. I used it more than once. 
"Boink," as it turns out, can be considered a verb. (Especially by the Brits, who 
first brought the boink issue to my attention.) And as a verb, "bo ink" is a bad 
thing to say. Unless, of course, you meant to say "boink." Then I suppose "boink" 
is a beautiful thing, if perhaps not the most romantic way of expressing the thing 
that "boink" means, as a verb, you see. Whatever. Let 's drop it. 

Then there are the small, factual details that I sometimes overlooked. I sup
pose these are more equivalent to stumbling in a cartoon rather than actually 
falling, but frankly it used to bug the hell out of me when I did it. Case in point: 
Cassius Marcellus Coolidge. 

It was a dark and stormy night. I was working on a cartoon based on that 
famous-for-being-kitschy painting, Dogs Playing Poker (Vol. 2, p. 423). I had ro 
come up with a name for the artist. No use in checking the painting's history, 
I decided-Dogs Playing Poker is just one of those artifacts of American pop 



culture that's always been around, right? It's just Dogs Playing Poker by the 
standard "artist unknown." 

So I came up with the name "Gus Nickerson" for the long-forgotten artist. 
The cartoon gets published, years go by, and one morning I'm having breakfast 
and reading the New York Times, and wham!-rhere it is, front page: a human 
interest story about the life and times of Cassius Marcellus Coolidge, creator of 
A Friend in Need, the painting's real ririe, based on the fact that one dog is 
helping another cheat. Artist known. 

Why did (and does) this bug me so much? Because these are the sort of small, 
arcane insights I enjoy capturing, like getting the right genus name on some 
insect. It wouldn't matter if only a handful of people would have discovered the 
cartoon's small "bonus." For me, that's what makes it fun. And in truth, it bugged 
me for another reason. If you think about it, A Friend in Need is arguably as 
famous (in this country, at least) as the Mona Lisa by what's-his-name, and I just 
didn't give Mr. Coolidge his proper due. 

Then there's "Jimmy" Frankenstein (Vol. I, p. 228). It jumped into my head 
that the mad scientist's name was "James Frankenstein." I have no explanation 
for this error. ("Jim Frankenstein" sounds more plausible as Victor's brother, who 
perhaps became a mad insurance salesman.) 

Now allow me a brief excursion into the world of foreign translations. Here, 
the wheels can come off a cartoon completely and the whole shebang will plummet 
off a cliff in an entertaining ball of fire. 

The translators usually are fairly successful at raking my sometimes very 
American cliches and expressions and finding their own native language equiva
lent. Of course, sometimes there's an impasse. And when a cultural gap opens up, 
well, that's when the fireball-over-the-cliff rhing can happen. From Boor Hill ro 
Eddie Haskell, some subjects just won't cur it in the Le journal Ojficiel de La 
Republique Franrais. 

Consider a cartoon I did on the subject of Babe the Blue Ox. (Vol. I, p. 175). 
My German editors, naturally, had never heard of Paul Bunyan and his colorful 
sidekick. They rook "blue" to mean "depressed." So in the German interpretation, 
hunters have mistaken the fabled animal for a big, "depressed" mule deer. 

I'll simply show two other suggested translations below. These also are German, 
bur I hasten to add that this problem wasn't unique to the Germans; I just liked 
these examples. 

Original Caption 

"Nik!Thefirefliesacross 
thestreet-lthinkthey're 

mooning us!" 

"Okay, folks! 
It's a wrap!" 

Proposed Translation 

"Okay, folks! 
Thegiftisready!" 

I need ro call this a "wrap" myself. And I haven't even touched on the cartoons 
I drew that were simply misinterpreted. (Now we're moving into a theoretical 
volume four.) Bur, in rhe end, looking back at all the glitches, the near-misses, 
the gaffes, the should've/could'ves, I'm content. You know, ink happens. 



January f99:! 
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"Whoa! Listen w that, Marge! ... I said that 
kid was playing a mean sax! " 

"Those snakes? Oh , they're just signing, honey." 

"I hate 'em. They mess on the stools, they attack the 
mirror and-of course-they drink like birds." 



January 1991 

Darren was unaware that, under the table , his wife 
and Raymond were playing " tentaclies ." 

" New guy, huh? Well, up here , you walk the edge! 
And the edge is a fickle hellcat . ... Love her, but 

never trust her, for her heart is full of lye!" 
"Well , time for our weekly 

brainstem-storming session." 



' 

In the corridors of Clowngress 

January 199:! 

That night, their revenge was meted out on both 
Farmer MacDougal and his wife . The next day, 

police investigators found a scene that they could 
describe only as "grisly, yet strangely hilarious. " 



January f99'l 

Colonel Sanders at the Pearly Gates 

"And here 's the jewel of my collection, purchased for 
a king's ransom from a one-eyed man in Istanbul. ... 

I give you - Zuzu's petals." 



January 199:1 

"Ooo! Look, Leon! An entire family 
ofmeatchucks!" 

"Okay, let's start the exam . Stinking caps on, 
everyone- stinking caps on ." 

Some of our more common rescue animals 

" Bad guy comin ' in , Arnie! ... Minor key! " 



Januar-y 1991 

" I don ' t have :'ny hard evidence , Connie , but 
my mtultlon tells me that Ed 's been 

cross-pollinating." 

Mike Wallace interviews the devil. 

" He~! Hey! Hey! ··· Who' s the wise guy that 
JUSt turned down the thermostat?" 



January 1991 

Tomorrow, they would be mortal enemies. But on the 
eve of the great hunt, feelings were put aside for the 

traditional Mammoth Dance. 

Hospitals to avoid 

Inside tours of Acme Fake Vomit, Inc. 



F~bruary •99:t 

"We don't know exactly who he is , Captain
a disgruntled worker, we figure. " 

The Samson family at home 



.h&rua.ry 199~ 

"Hey ... this could be the chief." 

"Same as the others, O'Neill. The flippers, the 
fishbowl, the frog, the lights, the armor .... 

Just one question remains: Is this the work of 
our guy, or a copycat?" 

"Man, there's an old-timer with one foot 
in the wastebasket." 

"Those, sire, are the uncommon folk." 



Primitive resumes 

Theater of the gods 

" Hey! So I made the wrong decision! .. . But you 
know, I really wasn ' t sure I wanted to swing on 

a star, carry moonbeams home in a jar! " 

Sheep t hat pass in the night 





Centaur rodeos 

"Good heavens! Pablo got an 'F' in art! ... 
Well, I'm just going to go down to that school 

myself and meet this teacher face to face! " 

"Eat my apple, will you? LEAVE MY GARDEN! 
BEGONE! ... And take all the mole traps with you!" 



Environmental disasters in a flea's world 

Scorpion school 



"Oh my God! It's Yvonne!" 

"Oh, Misty always hates me showing this slide .... 
It's halftime at the '88 Detroit-Chicago 

game when we first met." 
God designs the great white shark. 



"Waiter, is that a hair in my salad? , 

In an ancient custom of retribution , the ranger 
Mafia sends Ted to "sleep with the bears." 

In Saddam Hussein 's war room 

"Oh , yeah? Well , maybe I'll just come over 
there and rattle your cage! " 
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Some of our common crabs 

Crossing the village, Mowaka is overpowered 
by army ants. (Later, bystanders were all 

quoted as saying they we~e hornfi~d, 
but "didn't want to get tnvolved. ) 

Albums to avoid 

When Seeing Eye dogs dream 



Sumo temporaries 

"Well , I'll be darned . ... Says here 70 percent 
of all accidents happen in the hole ." 

Lacking a horse, Jed was compelled to just 
drift along with the tumbling tumbleweed. 

"Well , I'm not sure we can afford stomach 
insurance- right now we're trying to put the 

kids through the small intestine. " 



" Lord , we thank thee. " 

Basic lives 

Clown therapy sessions 

Donning his new canine decoder, Professor 
Schwartzman becomes the first human being 

on Earth to hear what barking dogs 
are actually saying. 



March 199:1 

Custer' s recurrent nightmare 

"Well , here we are, my little chickadee." 

Rh ino recitals 



While vacationing in Africa, Pinocchio had his 
longtime wish to be a real boy suddenly and 

unexpectedly granted. 

Aprilf99l 

Medieval chicken coops 

"Oh, this is wonderful, Mr. Gruenfeld-l've only seen 
it a couple of times. You have corneal corruption .. 

Evil eye, Mr. Gruenfeld, evil eye." 



Date rejection lines 

Dance of the beekeepers 

Aptil1991. 

As Nyles left the safari club, his stomach 
suddenly knotted up. Foolishly, he had ignored 

the warnings not to park his Land Rover in 
this part ofTanzania. 



Up until that moment, Raymond had been a 
rather shy employee with a nervous twitch. 

Up until that moment. 

Concepts of hell 

April f99~ 

"Holy cow! What's gotten into our La-Z-Boy?" 

"Hey! It's Frank and Cindy! ... Haven't 
seen you folks for a while!" 



Alert, but far from panicked, the herbivores 
studied the sudden arrival of two 

cheetah speedwalkers. 

In the rodent family, the beaver is the king 
of the busy signal. 

April f991. 

"Oh, my word , Helen! You play, too? ... And here 
I always thought you were just a songbird ." 

" For crying out loud! Look at this place! ... 
Well , this is one little satanic ritual that's 

coming to an end! " 



April f991 

Scene from Cape Buffalo Fear 

" Dang! That dog's been up on the sofa again, 
Hank- I just know it! " 

High drama at the Arthropod Trade Center 

" Look. We know how you did it-how is no 
longer the question . What we now want to 

know is why . . .. Why now, brown cow?" 



April f991. 

"Keep the door shut, Ernie! I just know that dang cat 
is going to try dragging that thing into the house." 

"That's why I never walk in front ." 



May f991 

"Okay, McFadden .... So that's the way you wanna play." 

"Mom! We were all singing 'She'll Be Comin' 
'Round the Mountain,' but Randy won't stop 

with the 'whack, whack' part!" 



" lASSIE! ... COME HOME! .. 
lASSIE COME HOME! " 

May f99~ 

Fly dates 

"So please welcome our keynote speaker, 
Professor Melvin Fenwick-the man who, back 
in 1952, first coined the now common phrase: 

' Fools! I' ll destroy them all !" ' 



J. W. Miller with his staff and rod 

The life and times of baby Jessica 

"Margaret! You? ... I ... should ·,;· have ... 
knowwwwwnnnnnn ... 



Junior high gorillas 

In a tunnel under the Chicago River, a 
descendant of Mrs . O'Leary's cow 

follows her calling. 

The action suddenly stopped while both sides 
waited patiently for the hornet to calm down . 

Good and evil shoes 



May f991 

"Now we'll find the varmint for sure .. 
Red Cloud can read even the smallest trail signs." 

The first Dirt Capades 

"Curse you, Flannegan! Curse you to hell! .. 
There, I've said it." 

Beeswax lunches 



May 199:1 

"Give me a hand here, boys! It's young Will Hawkins! ... 
Dang fool tried to ride into the sunset! " 



Kay199:t 

"I wouldn't do that, bartender . ... Unless, of course, 
you think you ' re fast enough ." 

It wasn't until he got home that Sahib 
realized the thing had no front end. 

Modern art critic 



Jun~ 1991-

Abraham Lincoln's first car 

"Well, there they go again. The Stenbergs are 
always acting like life is one big musical." 

"Okay, everyone just stand back! ... Anyone see 
what happened here?" 



Jun~ 1991. 

High above the hushed crowd, Rex tried to remain 
focused. Still, he couldn't shake one nagging thought: 

He was an old dog and this was a new trick. 

Some wolves, their habitat destroyed and 
overwhelmed by human pressures, turn 

to snorting quack. 



"Look here, McGinnis- hundreds of bright copper kettles, 
warm woolen mittens, brown paper packages tied up 

with string ... . Someone was after a few of this 
guy's favorite things. " 

"Look at the hordes down there, Phil. . 
Have I ever told you what they look like? 

Huh? ... Have I?" 
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Lips of the animal kingdom 



"There you are, my darling .. . Rawlings! Don't move!" 

Eventually, Billy came to dread his father's 
lectures over all other forms of punishment. 

"Well , first the bad news-you ' re 
definitely hooked. " 



depress~ 

How to recognize the moods of an Irish setter 

JUn.41991. 

"Man, the Kellermans have a lot of nerve! .. 
If it wasn't for our screens, they'd probably 

walk right in! " 



Jun~ f99'l 

Before their admission to any canine university, 
dogs must first do well on the CATs. 

The last thing you see of an annoyed elephant 

As suddenly as it started, joe's gagging is 
alleviated when a small ninja sword is 

dislodged from his throat. 



Zorg dupes the entire tribe in an incident 
later known as "firegate." 

Every afternoon a sugar cube dealer would 
slowly cruise the corral looking for "customers." 

"Dogs that drink from the toilet bowl-right 
after this message." 



July 199:1 

Insect witching rods 

man! You walk 
"Whoa whoa wkhloka, ~~:;~ne else! " 

the plan ' e 

d is suddenly unsettled by 
A Louvr:h!ua~~ival of Linda Blaor. 



July 1991. 

Common rum per stickers of the Old West 

Although never achieving the fame ofTarzan, 
his African counterpart, Larry of the Lemurs 

was a common sight to natives of Madagascar. 



Tarantula coffeehouses 

July f992. 

Drawn by the pulsating sound of a rock thumping 
on a dead armadillo, two australopithecines 

stood at the forest edge. Instantly, Thag's agent 
knew they had a crossover hit. 

" Oo! I'd get up on that big fuzzy one!" 



"We can't go on like this, Ramone .... One 
day, George is bound to take his blinders off." 

July 199~ 

"Okay, Mr. Hook. Seems you're trying to decide 
between a career in pirating or massage therapy. 
Well, maybe we can help you narrow it down." 

Every year, hundreds of tourists travel great distances to 
get a glimpse of the few remaining mountain Chihuahuas. 



July 1991 

"Go ahead and jump, Sid! Hell, I know you're thinkin' it!" 

He was king of the sheep. 

Wellington held out some beads and other 
trinkets, but the islanders had sent their fiercest 

lawyers-some of whom were chanting, 
usue him! Sue him!, 



July f991. 

Chicken sexual fantasies 

Early spokesmodels 

Trouble brewing 



July f99l 

Zoombies: the driving dead 

"Yesterday? I was told the meeting was today!" 



The living hell of Maurice, Jacques Cousteau's cat 

The Zeonions came with the answers to many 
secrets of the universe. Vern, regrettably, came 

with thick glasses and his deer rifle. 

"Well, there goes Binky with the boss again .. 
What a red-noser!" 

And then the bovine watchers were given a real treat. 
On a small knoll, in full splendor, there suddenly 

appeared a Guatemalan cow of paradise. 



Long before his rise to fame, artist Gus Nickerson 
experimented with many variations on a single 

theme-until that fateful day when a friend said, 
"Gus ... have you tried dogs playing poker?" 

Where the respective worlds of boating and 
herpetology converge. 

At Humpty's funeral 



Revealing some of the mathematical 
computations every cartoonist must know. 

Popeye on the dating scene 

That night, Captain Macintyre was killed by a following sea. 



Again the doorbell chimed . With his wife out 
of town , and not expecting any visitors, 

Mohammed began to grow uneasy. 
The writers for Bewitched sit down for their 

weekly brainstorming session . 

" I've never seen this before, Roy! .. They've 
all stopped running! " 



Every August, the fleas would test their 
endurance in the grueling Tour de Frank. 

"Now now now . . .. You won't be a 
lonely road forever, you know." 

" Hey, boy! How ya doin'? ... Look at him, Dan. 
Poor guy's been floating out here for days, but 

he's still just as fat and happy as ever." 

/I._._ 
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Things from lpanema 



Andre Lafleur: cactus tamer 
(later killed in central Arizona) 

"This is it Maurice! I've warned you to keep 
' yourhensoffme!" 



The Viking longcar was once the scourge 
of European roadways. 

Indispensable workers on any porcupine 
ranch , these amazing dogs will sometimes 

run across the backs of their charges. 

"I'm afraid we're going to have to head back, 
folks .... We 've got a warning light on up here, 

and darn if it isn't the big one." 

Near misses of the Old West 



To the horror of the lifeboat's other members , 
Madonna loses her balance and falls on her face. 

Boomer and Doug's relationship was never fully 
accepted by the other bears, who regarded all 

grubs in a much more traditional way. 

Fumbling for his recline button , Ted 
unwittingly instigates a disaster. 

Laura runs to greet her pa in this scene from 
Big Nose on the Prairie. 



Red Cloud 's ultimate nightmare 

Abducted by an alien circus company, 
Professor Doyle is forced to write calculus 

equations in center ring. 

At Slow Cheetahs Anonymous 



Calf delinquents 

" Remember, Calloway, this is their biggest and 
best warrior- so stay alert! When you knock 

him down, he's gonna come right back at ya! " 
" It 's not good , ma'am .... He 's got field mice ." 



Giraffe limos 

Tensions mount on the 
Lewis and Clark expedition . 

"Okay, ma'am, you said you warned your 
husband to put the newspaper down or 

you 'd blow him away ... Did he respond?" 



ed into the clearin~, 
Suddenly, the c~~:r~t~~~w they were buste . and the spams 



O~tob41" 199:! 

It was always a bizarre spectacle, but no one ever, 
ever, ridiculed the Teapot Kid . 

"Oh, it 's just Hank's little cross to bear
he' s allergic to down and that' s that." 



A big day for Jimmy 

Octob~r f99l 

Years later, Harold Zimmerman, the original 
" Hookhand" of campfire ghost stories, 
tells his grandchildren the "Tale of the 

Two Evil Teenagers." 

"Nerd! .. . Dang!" 



ars until they . te: For many ye ' Iunder, loot, 
Historocal no ty Vikings would f I villagers . became truly nashe' houses of coas a and then egg t 

r cartoon are captured Explorers fromda~oyt;hee savage Farsldlans. and torture 



"Cornelius! I've been watching him! . 
Beware of the jawbone!" 

The woods were dark and foreboding, and 
Alice sensed that sinister eyes were watching 

her every step. Worst of all, she knew that 
Nature abhorred a vacuum . 

Odolu~r 199:1 

"Little Bear! A watched head never 
gets eaten by ants." 



Odob~r-f99:l 

Early corsages 

Suddenly, there he was, running along the far 
shore right in front of Bob and Vera, who 
would always remember they once saw the 

legendary "Character of the Lake." "Well, I'll be! It's still there! The henhouse 
I used to watch as a kid!" 



"Confession time, Mona-l've lead you astray." 

"One good thing about living in thos age
all the caves are brand-new." 

Alien corner cafes, where sometimes 
dreams do come true. 



"What the? ... Waiter! This looks like a 
little slice of heaven! " 

For several hours, confusion reigned . 

Later, Edna was forced to sell her Brussels sprout house. 



"Hey, Lola .... Did you see this thing in the paper?" 

_.,-( n~! IWDA7iPO 
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Suddenly, the whole world blows up. 



"Sheriff! Ben Wiggins is ridin' into town, and he 's 
wearin' that same little chiffon number that he wore 

when he shot jake Sutton!" 

Early plumbers 

" Be patient, Leona, be patient .... Zebras won 't 
take a drink until they know it's absolutely safe." 



Pickpockets of the Rue Morgue 

" In this dramatic turn of events, testimony 
against Mr. Pumpkineater is about to be given 

by his sister, jeannie Jeannie Eatszucchini ." 



Testifyin g before a Senate subcommittee, the 
Hard y boys crack the Iran-contra scandal. 

"Abdul , my old friend! Come in , come in! . 
Have you traveled far? " 

Origin of the expression " Puttin ' on the dog" 

"You didn 't give me a chance to 
elaborate, friend .... Mitsy doesn ' t bite , 

but man , can she kick! " 



Careening through the neighborhood with 
reckless abandon , none of them suspected 

that Tuffy was still tied up. 

The ever-popular Donner Party snow dome 

Question: If a tree falls in the forest and no one's 
lb===========if.=~="' around, and it hits a mime, does anyone care? 

In her past, and unbeknownst to most people, 
Leona Helmsley was an avid bun gee jumper. 



The Philadelphia Air Quartet 

Cossack accountants 



"And so there I 
VOICes around was-beached' I 

or back. And m~, b~t I could~' could hear 
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f99l 

I ~e.,..,e.,..,ber . .. 

... the magic cow that granted me three wishes . 

. . . the phone call from Alice Smith, a magazine editor who bought my first 
cartoons and kick-started my interest in cartooning . 

. . . the first check I ever received for drawing the above-mentioned cartoons. 
When a friend saw it, he advised me to frame it, not cash it. (I held off on 
the latter for about an hour.) 

... my first "office," a phone booth at Fisherman's Wharf in San Francisco, 
where I hung out and made calls to Chronicle Features, my future syndicate 
and where my portfolio had been temporarily impounded . 

. . . realizing I had tru ly "arrived" when I got my electric pencil sharpener. 
(Listen, it was a big moment for me. It had suction cup feet, a see-through 
shavings container, and a light that told you when your lead was sharp! Yes, 
I had gone pro.) 

. the time a woman, dressed in a rabbit suit, showed up at a book signing 
and hit me with a cream pie. (I think it was actually intended to be a "friendly" 
pie-in-the-face, bur the episode was a little, well, awkward .) And since I had 
to leave directly for the airport and the pie had actually missed my face bur 
nor my shirt, on the flight home I'm sure everyone around me thought I 
was wearing banana cologne . 

. . . some of the things that fans brought with them for me to sign, perhaps the 
most memorable being a large, stuffed shark. I suppose the runner-up might 
be the guy who brought in his bowl ing ball, along with an electric engraver. 

... my first complaint letter, from a mother who demanded I tell her how 
she was supposed to explain to her five-year-old the meaning of my cartoon 
showing Santa Claus writing a cookbook called Nine Ways to Serve Venison . 

. the rime a foreign publisher rook my first book cover, which looked like this: 

and made it 
look like this: 



1991 

... the time I drew what l believe may have been the first naked butt (Vol. 2, 
p. 217) to appear on the comic pages of mainstream newspapers. (Not that this 
was ever one of my goals, but you have to grab these awards on your own 
because no one hands them out.) 

... the absolute worst cartoon I ever drew and which still makes me cringe. 
(I thought about revealing it, but I fear I'd start hearing, "Oh, you're wrong
that$ not your worst cartoon.") 

... the time a TV reporter began an interview with: "Tell me, Mr. Larson, 
where is The Far Side, and is it difficult to travel there and back?" (Twilight 
Zone theme music, please.) 

... the time a stranger, a woman, learned where I lived, knocked on my door, 
and asked for an autograph. I went to a room in the back of the house to get 
a pen, turned around, and there she was, standing right next to me, holding 
a butcher knife. (I made up the butcher knife part-this one seemed to need 
a little "something.") 

... my first book signing, and a young man showed up with a photo album 
containing every cartoon I had ever drawn, cut out and neatly glued down and 
arranged in chronological order. Ask any cartoonist: Anyone who cuts out one 
of your cartoons has just paid you the greatest compliment. (I liked this guy.) 

... the letter from another cartoonist's attorney threatening me with a lawsuit 
on behalf of his client, who claimed I had stolen his idea that had been pub
lished previously in a campus newspaper some 3,000 miles away from where 
I lived, BUT, of course, his client was willing to let the entire matter drop 
for $50,000. (I passed, but thought about sending the guy an electric pencil 
sharpener as a small consolation prize.) 

... the cartoon called "Cow tools" (Vol. I, p. 251) that took me to hell and 
back because everyone tried to decipher something in the cartoon that was 
undecipherable, which was supposed to be the joke, which then became a joke 
on me, which wasn't funny anymore, which forced me to write a press release, 
which gave me a good lesson about drawing confusing cartoons, which lasted 
about a week. 

... the night in Washington, D.C., after a crazy book signing when I couldn't 
find my publisher's rep and, searching for her, wandered out onto the sidewalk 
where I encountered a bunch of people who immediately crowded around me 
trying to get their Far Side books signed, and a car pulled up to the curb, a guy 



f99J 

yelled, "Gary! Quick! Get in!" so I did, we rook off, and I found myself in 
a car full of more fans who were delighted I had joined them . 

. . . the time I sat across a dinner table from Charles Addams, and neither of 
us said a word ro the other. (I was intimidated; he suffered from narcolepsy.) 

. the rime I unwittingly wore aT-shirt that had one of my own cartoons 
on it inro a grocery srore. At the checkout stand, my shirt sparked a conver
sation between the clerk and the box boy, with the clerk saying ro the box 
boy, "Did you know Gary Larson comes into the srore every once in a 
while? ... yeah ... big bear of a guy ... very friendly ... not weird at all . 
blah blah blah .... " Sri!! talking ro the box boy, he handed me my change, 
and as I walked away he said something ro the kid about pointing me our 
next rime I'm in the srore. (Officially, I would describe myself as more 
deer-size than bear-size.) 

... the rime I incurred the wrath of some Eskimos. (I'm still nor exacdy 
sure why.) 

... the rime I incurred the wrath of some car lovers. (I know why.) 

. the time I incurred the wrath of mental health organizations. (Shouldn't 
they have been reaching our ro me?) 

. the many rimes I incurred the wrath of Amnesty International. (They 
don't like cartoons about dungeons and people being tortured in them.) 

... the rime I incurred the wrath of some Christian fundamentalists. (I 
know why, bur I was at more risk from the car lovers.) 

... the rime I realized I needed ro get an unlisted phone number. (Now 
you know why.) 



January f99l 

" God , Collings, I hate to start a Monday with 
a case like this ." 

The Angel of Migraines 

"Okay, boys- that' ll be enough . . 
We don 't allow any gunplay in this town. " 



January 1991 

A~d for the rest of hi I" nends that he h d s lfe, Ernie told h. a talked with God . IS 

"Uu:~o~. ·:· Looks like the 
a~rplane food. " 

"Well, I' ll be .... I mu ' 
dang work o:~:el~keen holding th r I e this!" e 



January 1991 

Regrettably, Professor DeWitt's boasting fell on 
too many jealous ears, and that night, as he 

stumbled from the bar, he was etherized by an 
unknown assailant and " relieved" of his trophy. 

Scenes that make a crow smile 



J~nu~ry f991 

Moses parting his hair 

Snake department stores 

A tragedy occurs off the coast of 
a land called Honah-Lee. 

Bivalve lore 



"You're damn lucky, Saunders .... If that 
rhino had reall y respected you as an enemy, 
he'd have done a helluva lot more than just 

walk up and slap your face ." 

January f99J 

Scene from Insurance Salesman of the Opera 

"We're screwed , Marge. Big AI is gone ... . Our star 
attraction . .. . And God only knows where he is." 



Ja.nua.r-y 1991 

Carlton falls for the old rubber-scalpel gag. 

"You ' re not fooling me, Ned .... Taking a 
long walk on the beach sounds romantic , but 
I know you ' re just looking for crustaceans. " 

With no one looking, Koona would secretly 
sprinkle on a few sprouts. 

0 

"Our camels are dead , we have no water, 
and yet we must cross this desert if we are 

to s~;:;:~ ·~~:ro;r~~e;~~~ ~;~~~~:;'r~~ar, 



Monday night in the woods 

February f99J 

"Quit school? Quit school? You wanna end up 
like your father-a career lab rat?" 



" Don 't touch it, honey ... it 's just 
a face in the crowd ." 

" No, really, Mom-who do you like best?" 

Be a virus , see the world . 



The Angry Young Pachyderms 

Henry VIII on the dating scene 

.hbruary 199J 

"Well, Douglas! I noticed during the exam your 
eyes weren ' t exactly rotating in their sockets. " 

"Well , kid, ya bear me-and now every punk 
packin ' a paddle and tryin' to make a name for 

himself will come lookin' for you! .. 
Welcome to hell , kid." 



"Hey, Ruby! The circus is back in town! 
Remember when we went last year and that 
clown asked you to smell his boutonniere?" 

"Oh, man . .. . Is that another one of 
those hiss-and-tell books?" 

She was known as Madame D'Gizarde, and, 
in the early '40s, she used deceit, drugs , and 
her beguiling charms to become the bane of 

chicken farmers everywhere. 

"Can ' t use ya, son ... says here your 
feet aren't flat. " 



February t99J 

"Excuse me, sir, but could your entire family 
please step out of the car? ... Your faces 

are not in order. " 

How attack-wiener dogs are trained 

"Look, if it was electric, could I do this?" 

Hummingbirds, of course, have to watch nature 
films with the action greatly speeded up. 



"Oh, the box of dead flies? Ramone gave them to 
me Saturday night during his courtship display .. 

Of course, they were already sucked dry. " 
" Norm? This is Mitch . ... You were right-

1 found my drill. " 

"Hey! You! ... Yeah, you! I ain ' t gonna tell you 
again - quit spittin' on me!" 



March f99J 

Only Claire , with her oversized brain, 
wore an expression of concern . 

On this particular day, Rory the raccoon was 
hunting frogs at his favorite stream, and the 

pleasant background music told him that 
Mr. Mountain Lion was nowhere around . "Several more deaths have been reported in 

the neck area, and although the authorities 
won 't comment, some residents are 

blaming the new collar. " 



Mar<h 199J 

"It wasn't me, Dad! It was Randy's musk glands!" 

Several times more dangerous than his 
African cousin, the junkyard rhino offers 

the ultimate in property protection. 

"The problem, as I see it, is that you both 
are extremely adept at pushing each 

other's buttons. " 

Jurassic calendars 



"And then, WHAM! This thing just came 
right out of left field." 

Jllanh f99l 

"It's time we face reality, my friends .. 
We're not exactly rocket scientists." 



Marc.h ~991 

Unbeknownst to most students of psychology, 
Pavlov's first experiment was to ring a bell and cause 

his dog to attack Freud's cat. 

"Look, Dad! ... Snidgets! " 

Through mostly grunts and exaggerated 
gestures, two fishermen-gatherers attempt 

to communicate. 



March ~99J 

Santa arrives in the New World . 

" Boy, everyone' s really out wandering the 
streets tonight .... I tell you, Charles, we ' re 

getting to be real home zombies ." 



Mar(h 1991 

"Dang! ... Stiff neck!" 

Drive-by erasings 



" Hey, who ' s that? .. . Oh-M itch , the janitor. 
Well, our first test run has just gotten a 

little more interesting." 

April 199l 

Scene from Dr. jekyll and Mr. Ed 

Tapeworms on vacation 



Hot off the press, the very first edition of 
the Desert Island Times caused the 

newspaper to quickly fold . 

Chicken serial killers 

April f99l 



"One more time: You were at the park, 
enjoying the afternoon, when you distinctly 

heard the defendant turn to his dog and say, 
' Look, boy! A stickman! "' 

"Am I glad you boys came along! ... , 
My horse seems to have come up lame. 

April f991 

" Hey! You ' re not lookin ' to buy anything, 
are you? ... I think you best just 

keep movin ', buddy." 

He had seen Tanzania, and most of Mozambique 
was already behind him . There was no mistake. 
Chippy had done what most chimps only dream 

about: He had caught the Perfect Vine. 



As witnesses later recalled , two small dogs 
just waltzed into the place, grabbed the cat, 

and waltzed out. 

"He kids me ... he kids me not .. 
He kids me .. . he kids me not ... . " 

April f99J 

"Oh, God! Here comes Finchley! .. . He 's out 
of the closet, you know-says he kills only 

for food , not for sport." 

"Okay, okay! Calm down, everyone! ... This 
monster-would you say he was bigger or smaller 

than your building? ... You can talk it over." 



April f99J 

Only Bernard, in the front row, had the nerve 
to laugh at Death. 

"His story? Well, I dunno .... I always assumed 
he was just a bad dog." 

It was no place for yellow squash. 



uMan , these u 
!ealls and wh!n~~- tod0' with all their fane 

had to play with ~-hal~y, back in our da; -rotted eat's head.', 

Back in his college days I 
as the HBO~~r was known 

April t99J 

uwe've done itl ' . 
Man , Feldman ;,:~?b~e linked up! ... 

he even hates spi~:~;·,~g out-



.MAy f99J 

"Whoa! Look at z 
He dressed to th/~~~ 1 ·,;· 

On hot days , dogs are often . 
phenomenon of cat m~~:i=~~ to the 

What the stranger didn't k 
Sam always kept a ~~:· ~f ch~urse, was that 

le m IS boot. 



May t99l 

" Okay, time for lunch . ... And Dwayne here will be dismissing 
you by row number, since he's the alpha wolf today." 

" Professor LaVonne had many enemies in the 
entomological world, detective, but if you 

examine that data label , you'll find exactly when 
and where he was-shall we say-' collected."' The magnificent Lipizzaner cows 



May f99J 

"There he is! ... Bruno! Bad dog!" 

"I love the desert." 

"Amazing! The mummified remains of a prehistoric 
cave-painter, still clutching his brush! ... Seems he 

made an enemy, though." 



May t99J 

. als to this very day, . All forest antm d hat they were 
More facts of na~ur:.here they w~.re an th;r had been shot. remember exact y d that Bambt s mo doing when they hear 



May f99l 

Failed marketing ploys 

Octopus obedience school 



May t99l 

"Mmmmmm ... interesting ... interesting .... Well, 
I'd say we taste a little like chicken." 

It was a tough frontier town; but later, 
after the arrival of the Earp brothers, things 

calmed down , and the town 's name was 
shortened to simply Dodge City. 

"Oh , my God! Dung beetles! ... And in their 
filthy dungarees, of course!" 



0 

0 

" Okay! When I say 'action,' all you bacteria 
charge the camera! ... Remember, this is 
the biggest scene in the whole movie

relatively speaking! " 

.May f99l 

As his eyes grew accustomed to the dark, 
Death suddenly noticed his girlfriend sitting 

with Dr. Jack Kevorkian . 

"Well , Iemme think .... You've stumped me, son . 
Most folks only wanna know how to go the other way." 



"Wow .... That's ironic. I think something 
bit me. " 

"Thanks for being my friend , Wayne." 

"Oh , boy, was that an ugly day .. .. Roy 
instantly took the bird in to be debeaked , all 

the way yelling, 'Tit for tat! Tit for tat! "' 

Th e curse of songwriter' s block 



"Of course, one of the more popular myths 
is that our 16th president was born in a 

little log cabin." 

Long before his show business career, he was 
known as Mr. Liberace, the wood-shop teacher. 

Jun.• f99J 

"You know, boys, sometimes I stare up at the 
stars like this and I wonder ... I wonder wonder 

who ... who wrote The Book of Love?" 



"You must be new here! ... That' s 
Miss Crutchfield , and she's there to make 

sure nobody runs with scissors." 

Jun.~ 1991 

" Edgar! Leave him be! ... Always best to let 
sleeping dogs lie. " 

Boxer nightmares 



June f99J 

"Tell me, Margaret .... Am I a butthead?" 

At the I've Fallen and I Can ' t Get Up Building 

Now at your local feed store 



"Twarn't the alien's fault, sheriff .... 
01' Jeb Halloway kept stickin' his head in 

one of the critter's orifices and yellin', 
'Jimmie crack-corn! Jimmie crack-corn!"' 

Structures, organs, and accessories (shown 
actual size) pertaining to Mellisuga helenae, 

the world's smallest hummingbird. 

Jun~ 1991 

"As you can see, most of these things are 
jackrabbits, but keep your eyes peeled for 

armadillo as well. ... We're about five miles 
now from the dead steer." 

"Oh, this is so exciting! ... You know, 
no one's played that thing for years!" 



he needs is some "He ' you'll love it! Al~~d maybe one,of 
grfvel , a few ~~~:t~~man skeletons. those mmla u 

they'd often 
Once the men hg~~:qi~~~e~~i~'own hands. take the leas 

July 199J 



"Okay, kids, here we go .... And I believe 
Danny's right, Randy-it's his turn to 

eat the queen." 

Incredibly, Morey had forgotten to 
bring a pocketbook. 

The first day at fly summer camp 



"There he goes again .... Satan 's pet. " 

Tales of the Early Bird 

"And down here we keep Fluffy . .. 
We're afraid he may have gone mad ." 



Dr. Frankenstein vacations in Hawaii . 

Before starting their day, squirrels must first 
pump themselves up. 

" Ha! That finishes it! ... I always knew he 'd 
be back one day to get the other one! " 



"Whoa! ... Think I found the problem, buddy." 

With one glance, Luanne sized up the two 
males in their goldfinch necklaces. 



"Talk about rubbing it in! Not only did we 
arrive late , but they deliberately left his 

organ-donor card ." 

" My dad can act deader than your dad. " 

" Pardon me, boys- is that the 
Chattanooga Iron Horse?" 

"You ' re a right-brained sort of person , 
Mr. Sommersby- very creative, artistic, etc .... 

Unfortunately, I think I also see why you ' re 
havtng trouble figuring out your gas mileage." 



8'25/93 

" How could you think that? ... I've always 
been attracted by your personality." 

"Excuse me, but may I assume you're 
not Dr. Livingstone?" 

Ironically, Barnum's and Bailey's respective 
kids-Sid and Marty-both ran away one 

night to join corporate America. 



Back home in his native India, Toomba tells and retells 
the story of his daring escape from the Cleveland Zoo. 

"Time out, please! ... Eyelash! " 

Prairie dog developers 



" I dunno, Andy .... Mom said we were never 
to go near the old Sutter place." 

At the Insurance Agents Wax Museum 



Vegetarian towns of the Old West 

Once again, Vernon has a good shirt ruined 
by a cheap pocket octopus. 

"Sorry, ma'am, but your neighbors have reported not seeing 
your husband in weeks. We just have a few questions, and 

then you can get back to your canning." 



Misunderstanding his dying father's advice, Arnie 
spent several years protecting the family mules. 

After being frozen in ice for 10,000 years, 
Thag promotes his autobiography. 

"I wouldn't laugh, Jack .... I know things 
about you." 



"You were hit last night by some kind of 
cult, Mr. Gilbert .... Not the sickest cult I've 

ever seen, but a cult nonetheless." 

Scene from The Crying Game II: The Rural Version 

At the Vatican's movie theater 



"Now, you can't really hurt each other with 
those things, so next time you bicker, just go 

ahead and vent your anger-you ' ll 
both feel better. " Vacationing from their jobs of terrorizing 

young teenagers, zombies will often relax 
at a Western dead ranch. 

Primitive theme parks 



"Hey. Quit complaining .... We a// live 
out in the sticks." 

Entomological rodeos 

"Okay, Bill. Tuesday night, 8 o'clock, over 
at the sheriff's office where they're holdin' 

your brother's killer .... You want that 
with extra hollerin'?" 

Tension mounts in the final heat of the 
paper-rock-scissors event. 



Octobn f99J 

"Okay, Professor Big Mouth , we've all ch1pped 
in-here 's the hundred bucks! ... But remember, 

you gotta kiss her on the lips! " 

Classic conversation stoppers 

ul1sten 1 Noreen- you wannabe the 
photographer next time , be my guest. " 

" It's jim Wilkins, Dave. Same as the others. 
Trussed up like a Christmas present with his 

hunting license stuffed in his mouth . ... 
I want this bear, Dave. I want him bad ." 



Odob~r- 1991 

--- ----- ---------, 

Later, when one of the monsters cranked up the 
volume, the party really got going. 

The better-equipped slave ships, of course, 
always carried a spare. 

A few days following the King Kong 
"incident," New Yorkers return to 

business as usual. 



"Most interesting, ma'am-you 've identified 
the defendant as the one you saw running 
from the scene. I take it, then , that you 're 
unaware that my client is a walking stick?" 

Eskimo rescue units 

Odofu~r 199l 

Daffy's resume 

"Oh, God! It's that creepy Ted Sheldon 
and Louise Dickerson . ... They' re 

skinkheads, you know." 



The whole family always enjoyed the way Uncle Numanga 
could reach over and "find " a skull in little Jerog's ear. 



Odob~r f99J 

"Smash your left hand down about right here 
three times, then twice up in this area, then three 
times right about here .... That's ' Louie Louie ." ' 

Some anthropologists believe that the 
discoveries of fire , shelter, and language 

were almost simultaneous. 



"Well , I've got good gnus and 
I've got bad gnus." 

Octofu~r f99l 

"Could you come back later? He ' s catching a 
few Y's right now." 

Scotty in hell 



The entire parliament fell dead silent. For 
the first time since anyone could remember, 

one of the members voted "aye ." 

"Well , sir, my client says he wasn ' t having 
any fun , and that you just kept chasing h1m 

and chasing him around this mulberry bush , 
and that 's when- out of self-defense- he 

decided to pop you one. " 

Fortunately, even the Boy Scouts who 
fail knot-tying get to go camping. 

It had started off as a pleasant evening, but, as 
the Caldwells were soon to discover, it was a 

mistake to try and trump the old gypsy woman . 



"This is it, son-my old chomping grounds .. 
Gosh, the memories." 

"And then one of the little kids shined his 
flashlight into the corner of the basement, and 
there they saw these strange jars .... Some said 

'creamy,' some said 'crunchy.' ... " 

Summoned by the gonging, Professor Crutchfeld 
stepped into the clearing. The little caterpillars had 

done well this time in their offering. 



At Electric Chair Operators Night School 

At the Federal Mole Penitentiary 

"Oh, man! The coffee's cold! They thought of everything!" 



"Ooo! You're right, Sir Dwayne! If I knock right here, 
I can make him start buzzing .... Ooo, and he's angry!" 

Douglas is ejected from the spoon band . 

Backing out of the driveway, Mr. Peabody 
suddenly brought his car to a stop. He had 
already heard a peculiar " thump," and now 
these crushed but familiar-looking glasses 

further intrigued him. 



New Age construction workers 

It had been a wonderfully successful day, 
and the dugout was filled with the sound of 
laughter and the fruits of their hunting skills. 

Only Kimbu wore a scowl, returning home 
with just a single knucklehead . 

"Look. If you're so self-conscious about it, 
get yourself a gorilla mask." 



lfoyem&er f99J 

"Listen up , my Cossack brethren! We ' ll ride into 
the valley like the wind, the thunder of our horses 
and the lightning of our steel striking fear in the 
hea rts of our enemies ! ... And remember-stay 

out of Mrs. Caldwell 's garden! " 

"Care to dance, Ms. Hollings?" 



"A wo rd of advice , Durk: It 's the Mesolithic. We've 
domesticated the dog, we ' re using stone tools, and 

no one 's naked anymore ." 

" Frankie! When didja get out? .. . Gee, I bet yo u 
been sittin ' in da cage wonderin ' where me and 

da loot wuz! ... Oh , Frankie, Frankie ... 
heh heh heh .. . Want some coffee, Frankie?" 

Q 

Fortunately, both Ali and his camel knew to 
take refuge during a desert Spam storm. 



" It' s okay! Dart not poisonous ... . Just 
showin ' my kid the ropes! " 

Jurassic parking 

Raymond's last day as the band 's 
sound technician. 

It was a special moment, as father and son 
watched their weekend project attract 

its first tenant. 



"Dang it, Morty! ... You're always showing 
this picture of me you took at 7 o'clock in 

the morning!" 

"Just keep starin', buddy, and I'll show 
ya my bad eye!" 

lggy knew he was extremely lucky to get a 
room with a view. 

Clark's mother 



Suddenly, the car struck a pothole, the glove 
box flew open, and Sparky knew the date 

was basically over. 

" No, no .... Not this one. Too many 
bells and whistles ." 
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In their sibling's shadow 



The questions were getting harder, and Ted 
could feel Lucky's watchful glare from across the 
room. He had been warned, he recalled, that this 

was a breed that would sometimes test him . 
uExcuse me, Captain , but while we're waiting, 

would you like to join the crew and myself 
for a little snorkeling?" 

His few friends had told him he could never 
buy it, but Mr. Crawley surmised that they 

just didn't know where the store was. 



"Okay, everyone, we'll be departing for 
Antarctica in about 1 5 minutes .... If anyone 

thinks he may be in the wrong migration, 
let us know now." 

"Okay, I got one-do you say 'darn it' 
or 'dern it'?" 

"I've been told you don't like my dirt! " 

0 



It was an innocent mistake, but nevertheless, a 
moment later Maurice found himself receiving 

the full brunt of the mummy's wrath . 

Zeke froze. For the longest time , all he could 
do was stare at the chocolate mint that 
"someone" had placed on his bedroll. 

The Ice Crusades 







There's a little cartoon-a doodle, really-that I came across in one of 
my old sketchbooks while working on this two-volume, 18-pound hernia 
giver. And despite the fact that I believe there's a rule somewhere that you're 
not supposed to laugh at your own work, this one caught me off guard. 
I confess: I laughed. 

What I was looking at was a tavern scene where the customers and staff 
are all praying mantises. One mantis dressed in a rumpled coat and tie is 
sitting by himself at the bar, clutching a stiff drink. He has no head. And, 
with a voice that emanates from somewhere down below his empty collar, 
he angrily blurts out just one word to the mantis bartender: "Women!" 

It's a cartoon that never got further than my sketchbook, and I'm not 
sure why. I admit, you would have to know something about the sex lives 
of mantises to recognize the thin slice of natural history buried in among 
all the other anthropomorphic silliness, but I doubt that would have stayed 
my hand. I do see a note to myself on the same page questioning whether 
this male mantis would most likely blurt out "Women!" or "Females!" and 
I bet that was my undoing. These sorts of decisions usually started off as 
minor details , grew in significance, and finally sent me into the Don't
Draw-This Abyss. (Actually, I could have just referred to Cartoon Rule 
#359, which clearly states that" ... anything walking around with a missing 
head shall be deemed funny, with the exception of a puppy or the Pope.") 

On another page, I found my half-doodled, half-described idea of a 
nightclub filled with assorted invertebrates. The dance floor is packed with 
creatures, all having a good time (I like the imagery already, complete with 
disco ball), but at a table in the foreground sirs a slug couple, dressed to the 
nines, looking hip, bur-as always-compelled to wait for a slow song. 

And then I stumbled upon my crude little sketch of the astrophysicists' 
convention. The scene is an auditorium, and everyone is seated as one of 
the guest speakers begins his presentation. Only there's apparently been a 
mistake. The speaker is a farmer, in overalls and brim hat, and he is giving 
a talk on String Bean Theory. 

I'll stop there, but this is just a way of divulging the one thing that 
haunts me now. Not every day, and sometimes not for weeks, but sooner 
or later it creeps into my brain , stays a while, and leaves a lingering sadness 
after it's gone. It is this: What else didn't I draw? What other ideas and 
characters are doomed to remain everlastingly in my inkwell, never to 
have The Far Side marquee hoisted over their heads, left to wander forever 
in the Land of the Undrawn' 

C'est fa vie, I suppose. If you were to ask me today if I miss cartooning 
(and I do hear it a lot), my answer is no, not really. As they say, been there 
done that. Plus, for me, there was always the unforeseen nature of this 



1994 

thing, which no doubt made it easier to eventually let it go. (When Career 
Day comes to your high school, you don't walk around looking for the 
Cartoon Guy.) 

Do I think I might return to the drafting table one day? Well, they say 
never say never, so I'll take that advice. If that haunting problem I men
tioned becomes more frequent, who knows-maybe I'll need to exorcise 
some ghosts. (At least I should work up that praying mantis cartoon; damn, 
I'm sorry I missed that one.) 

Serendipity has handed me a way to wrap this up. I'm sitting here 
writing my final essay for this book, and every few minutes I lift my eyes 
from the computer monitor and stare out the window overlooking the 
garden . But I'm not looking at the garden. I'm watching the small spiders 
that have spun webs between the leaded panes and the brick frame. There 
are four of them, and they're catching gnats like they know it's rhe gnat 
warden's day off. 

This is really a show. They're extremely small, these spiders, bur the 
gnats-and they're as thick as, well, gnats-are considerably smaller. There 
are so many, the spiders aren't even bothering to throw a few holding 
threads around their prey. They're just grabbing and sucking down gnats, 
one after the other. I can't help bur imagine that somewhere within the 
primitive, ganglionic mass that serves as a spider's brain, these little guys are 
experiencing a sensation that equates to what my dad, an avid fisherman, 
feels when a salmon strikes his line: Hot damn! Another one! 

The parallels are interesting, now that I think about it: My dad's 
invisible fishing line/the spider's invisible web; my dad's nerlrhe spider's 
holding threads; my dad sitting alone in his boar, patiently waiting for a 
strike/the spiders sitting alone in their webs, patiently waiting for the same 
signal. There's only one conclusion: My dad's really just like a big spider 
and all these little spiders are really just like my dad. (All we need now is 
for one of these little gnats to start screaming "Help me!" and this will get 
really weird.) 

I'm telling you this because I'm guessing-or hoping-you may know 
me a little by now. My mind seems to wander. I started off wistfully 
describing a few cartoons I wish I had drawn, wondering about the ones 
yet ro be imagined, and what happens?-! get cur off by some little spiders. 

Here's where I think I must simply admit the truth: I want to stop 
writing about cartoons and thinking about cartoons. I just want to watch 
these little spiders. This is how I started as a cartoonist-drawn to the little 
story-and this is how I'll end. 

And if you run into my dad, please don't squish him. 
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Crucial decisions along life's highway 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 
0 0 
"Well, I just feel like I'm living 

under a microscope." 

}AilUAI'Y t994 

Specialized obituaries 

"Oh, not you, mister! .. . I was referring to 
something here from my dog, Nimka." 



January t994 

"Hey! You don't tell me what makes 'er tick! 
I know what makes 'er tick, sonny boy!" 



Professor Wainwright's painstaking field 
research to decode the language of bears 

comes to a sudden and horrific end. 

January 1994 

"Hey! ... You!" 

"Vera! Come quick! Some nature show has a 
hidden camera in the Ericksons' burrow! ... We're 

going to see their entire courtship behavior! " 



January 1994 

"Today, our guest lecturer is Dr. Clarence Tibbs, 
whose 20-year career has culminated in his 

recent autobiography, Zoo Vet- / Quit!" 

Expatriates, they migrated in the 1920s to 
Paris's Left Bank, gathering in their favorite 

haunts and discussing the meaning of cream 
pies and big shoes. They were, in fact, 

the original Boclownians. 

Professor Ferrington and his controversial theory that 
dinosaurs were actually the discarded "chicken" bones 

of giant, alien picnickers. 



"This just makes me sick! ... Sick! ... Why, 
in my day, we collected wild heads from 

the jungle! ... These things are all sissies!" 

J~nu~ry f994 

"Oh my God, Alice! ... Heading right for us! 
A chewed-up No.2 pencil! " 

"Oh, and that makes me feel even worse! ... I laughed at 
Dinkins when he said his new lenses were indestructible." 



January ~994 

"Uh , let' s see ... I' ll try the mammoth, please. " 

" I' m sorry, sir, but the reservation book 
simply says 'Jason .' ... There's nothing here 

about Jason and the Argonauts." 
Midget Westerns 



Jan.uary 1994 

"That's him, officer. Second from the end
the 12-footer!" 

"Crack the whip!" 

"Well, I'd recommend either the chicken-fried 
steak or maybe the seafood platter. But look-

1 gotta be honest with ya-nothin' we serve is 
exactly what I'd call food for the gods." 

After many years of marital bliss, 
tens1on enters the Kent household. 



"Frank ... don't do that." 

Leonard felt his skin suddenly crawl. Coming 
through the door were a couple of real 

sketchy characters . 

In medieval times , a suit of armor often 
served as a family's message center. 

"You little softies! When I was your age, I had 
to crawl 14 inches to the surface and back ! 
Every day! ... Through hardpan, by thunder!" 



"Come on , Johnny- don 't be chicken 
After it's over, we' ll all be strawbroth~r~."" 

"Well , as usual , there goes Princess Luwana
always the center of attention . ... You know 

underneath that outer wrap, she 's held ' 
together with duct tape." 

Attn:"r.Garyur.raon 
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"Well , here he comes .. Mr. Never-Makes-a-Dud ." 



---~ 

Beverly Hills of the North Pole 

"Convertible! Convertible!" 

"Sorry, Kevin, but my friends have all advised 
me not to run with you anymore ." 



0 

"Sorry, Bobby, but you know the rule-no 
swimming for a week after eating." 

For the most part, the meeting was quite 
successful. Only a slight tension filled the air, 

stemming from the unforeseen faux pas of 
everyone showing up in the same dress . 

Thirty years had passed , and although he had 
no real regrets about marrying Wendy, buying 
a home, and having two kids , Peter found his 

thoughts often going back to his life in 
Never-Never-Land. 



Fdn·uary f994 

"What? MacDougal is being promoted over 
me? ... Well, that does it! I won't take no 

orders from no stinkin' sodbuster!" 

"What a find, Ms. Dinkins! ... It's Mailman , all 
right-but remarkably, this specimen is fully 
intact, with a Canis nipponicus still attached! " 

More tension on the Lewis and Clark expedition 



"The dentist just buzzed me, Mrs. Lewellyn-he's 
ready to see Bobby now." 

This t ime his practical jokes had gone too far, 
and Wally was finally booted off the hill. 

"Well , yes, that is the downside, Fluffy .... 
Once we kill her, the pampering will end ." 



llar(h 1994 

It's a known fact that the sheep that give 
us steel wool have no natural enemies. 

He stood there-unflinching, tall, and silent as 
always. But as Gus soon found out, this outward 

calm belied the "Widowmaker's" reputation. 
Winning the lottery had changed his life, but 
at times Chico still felt strangely unfulfilled. 



"Oh, Professor DeWitt! Have you seen 
Professor Weinberg's time machine? .. 

It's digital!" 

March 1994 

"No, I never said that .... Well, I actually did 
say it, but after he said it. He said it, then I 

said it. I'm a mimic-that's what I do." 

Primitive mail fraud 



'( Aaaaaaaaaa! ... Oh , sorry- it's jus t th e dog." 

The sandwich Mafia sends Luigi to 
"sleep with the fourth-g rad ers. " 

Basic field t rips 
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Monster game shows 

Graffiti in hell 

April 1994 

At the Dog Museum 

"Well, Red Cloud, it just so happens I did go ask 
the chief! ... A bear claw necklace is a symbol of 

honor, a Grizzly Adams fingernail necklace is not! " 



"So let 's go over it again : You're about a mile 
up , you see something dying below you, you 

circle until it 's dead, and down you go. 
Lenny, you stick close to your brothers 

and do what they do." 

April 1994 

"Oh , and a word of warning about Mueller 
over there .. .. He 's got a good head on his 
shoulders , but it 's best not to mention it ." 

"So, Professor Sadowsky, you're saying that your fellow 
researcher, Professor Lazzell , knowing full well that baboons 

consider eye contact to be threatening, handed you this hat on 
that fateful day you emerged from your Serengeti campsite." 



April f994 

"Well, this guidebook is worthless! It just says these 
people worshipped two gods: one who was all-knowing 

and one who was all-seeing-but they don't tell you 
which is which, for crying out loud!" 

"Whoa! Another bad one! ... I see your 
severed head lying quietly in the red-stained 

dirt, a surprised expression still frozen in 
your lifeless eyes .... Next!" 



The Wildlife Management finals 

Ma.y f994 

"Now, if you all would examine the chart, you 
will notice that-well, well ... seems Mr. Sparky 

has found something more engrossing than 
this meeting." 

"Sorry, son, but for you to understand what 
happened , you have to first understand that back 

in the '60s we were all taking a lot of drugs ." 



"Now watch your step, Osborne .. 
The Squiggly Line people have an inherent 

distrust for all smoothliners. " 

Hunting techniques of the modern anteater 

May f994 

" It's the only way to go , Frank. Why, my 
life' s changed , ever since I discovered 

Stackable Livestock"' ." 

''The truth is, Stan, I'd like a place of my own ." 



May 1994 

More trouble brewing 

In the stadiums of ancient Rome, the most 
feared trial was the rub-your-stomach-and

pat-your-head-at-the-same-time event. 

·-~-... .. ~ - - ~-

"My God, Carlson! After years of searching, this 
is an emotional moment for me! .. . Voila! I give 

you the Secret Elephant Breeding Grounds! " 



May~994 

For the time being, the monster wasn't 
in Ricky's closet. For the time being. 

Moments before he was ripped to shreds, Edgar 
vaguely recalled having seen that same obnoxious tie 

earlier in the day. 



"I would have gotten away scot-free if I had 
just gotten rid of the evidence .... But, 

shoot-l'm a pack rat." 

Like frozen sentries of the Serengeti, the 
century-old termite mounds had withstood 
all tests of time and foe-all tests, that is, 

except the one involving drunken aardvarks 
and a stolen wrecking ball. 

"Oh, man, Clem! To add insult to injury, 
I see a great campsite right over yonder." 

"Boy, Henry ... he real ly can do you!" 



Kay 1994 

The goo>e furl lo.;d 
the golden <'3 ~ 

!he cow-that gave 
tnechoco\atemilk 

lhe sheepth>t 
gaiJ~+he Si\v.f'fWool 

" Hey, we' ll be lucky if we ever sell this place! ... Well , 
it's like everyone says- location, location, location ." 

The party was going along splendidly-and then 
Marty opened the door to the wolverine d isplay. 

"So George says , cl'm goin ' over there and 
tell in ' that guy to shut that equipment offl ' ... 
So I said: 'George, that guy's a mad scientist . 
Call the cops. Don 't go over there a lone.' ... 

Well , you know George. " 



June 1994 

History shmistory 

"First that cretin Foster and now that jerk 
Cummings has instantly evaporated! ... I tell you , 
Ms. Goodman, without a doubt, I'm looking at 

an authentic, full -fledged wishing star! " 

Mexico City, Christmas morning, 1837: 
Santa Anna's son , Juan , receives the original 

Davy Crockett hat. 

"Say .... It 's only a paper moon ." 



"Struck from behind, all right ... and from my 
first examination of the wound, I'd say this was 

done by some kind of heavy, blunt object. " 

"So, they tell me you fancy yourself 
a tuba player." 

Hum boys 

"You know, you and I could make 
primitive music together." 



"Well , actually, Doreen , I rather resent being 
called a ' swamp thing .' ... I prefer the term 

'wetlands-challenged-mutant. '" 

For a long time, Farmer Hansen and his tall chickens 
enjoyed immense popularity-until Farmer Sutton got 

himself a longcow. 



Jun~ 1994 

In an effort to show off, the monster would 
sometimes stand on his head . 



When things got slow in the midday heat, 
Arnie would often break out his trunk puppet. 

" It's a buzzard picnic, son-and you best 
remember to never take a look-see inside 

one of them baskets." 

Suddenly the Mensa partygoers froze when 
Clarence shockingly uttered the " D" word . 

"Yeah . I remember Jerry. Good friend of mine .... 
You know, I never understood a single word he 

saod , but he always had some mighty fine wine ." 



"Face it, Fred-you're lost." 

Primitive waiting rooms 

"Hey, Jim-go out for a short one!" 



July t994 

" ... And so the bartender says, ' Hey! That's not a 
soup spoon! ' ... But seriously, forks ... " 

The ultimate gopher insult 



"Okay, here's one, Marv: What's got 12 legs, 
six eyes, a hairy thorax, was found dead in its 
display case this morning, and goes ' crunch' 

inside a submarine sandwich?" 

"Yeah, I just got back! And the wizard I 
mentioned? He gave me a new brain! ... 

It's on the coffee table as we speak! " 

July 1994 

" I'm sorry, Delores- 1 didn ' t think you'd truly 
ever leave! ... But where will you go?" 

0 

"Sorry, Virgil - that 's all you get ... . I don ' t 
know how you got hold of a dribble glass in 
the first place, but it's just your bad luck. " 



e? .. . This here 's a sch~~c~~s 
"Anybody els . nd anyone who so nstern 

buffalo hun~::d'~ison ' can jl~'in Morge 
utters the in the corner. 

July 1994 

Executioner understudies 



"Everyone just keep your nets real still. . 
They'll just wanna look over our jars, and 

we best not try to stop 'em." 

uThat's just not impressive, Doris . . 
The brain! Hold up the big brain!" 

"Well , first you say you saw the defendant at the 
scene and now you say you think you saw him! . 

Let's cut to the chase, Ms. Sunbeam- is it 
possible your entire testimony is nothing more 

than a mere fairy tale?" 

"Hey, Leon! Your bass sure is walking now!" 



"You know, sometimes I sort of enjoy 
this herd mentality." 

July 1994 

"It's worse than I first suspected, Mr. Binkley
you don't even have a funny bone." 



7/ 25/ 94 

July f994 

Understanding only German, Fritz was unaware 
that the clouds were becoming threatening. 

After years of harboring his secret desires, 
Ned finally hits on the senior librarian. 



Hellbillies 

" I' m leaving you , Mitchell. You 've never 
had runnel vision and you never will. " 

"And you! What's your story? . .. If you ain ' t a 
mutineer, rhen whar rhe hell are you? " 

Ar rhe Grizzly Ball , only Alice , wirh her kind 
heart, would nor refuse ro dance wirh Adams. 



" I'm afraid you misunderstood .... I said 
I'd like a mango." 

Abdul flunks 

Auqu# f994 

"Well , Griselda's back from the plastic sur~';,on 's . . 
Whoa! Look at the SIZe of that wart . 

"No way was it me, Mom-you must've 
heard a peep out of Eddie ." 



Once again , a meeting between management 
and the Plutonium Truckers' Union grows tense . 

Stand-semi-erect comedy 

In its more horrific method of retribution , 
the mob will sometimes dress victims as mimes, 

place them in glass boxes, and let them 
perish slowly in full view of the public . 

In ancient Rome, it was tough for the guys 
who worked 1n the vomitoriums to get da tes. 



"Oh, they'll find something for you real soon .. 
Me? I'm forever blowing bubbles. " 

At the Cowboy Wax Museum 

Every Saturday morning, while his playmates 
patiently waited, little Normy Bates would 

always take a few extra minutes to yell 
at his ((dog." 



" I make no claims about all my success, Bernard . 
I never went to school , I never worked hard , 

and I'm not particularly bright . . 
I'm just a lucky skunk, Bernard. " 

In their final year, all research science students are 
required to take one semester of Maniacal Laughter. 



Bunker Hill, June 17, 1775: An unfortunate 
twist of fate for one young redcoat, 

Charles "Bugeyed" Bingham, was not knowing 
that the opposing American general had just 

uttered the historic command, "Don't fire 
until you see the whites of their eyes." 

"And the note says: ' Dear classmates and 
Ms. Kilgore: Now that my family has moved 

away, I feel bad that I whined so much about 
being mistreated. Hope the contents of this 
box will set things right. Love, Pandora.' ... 

How sweet." 

In the longest hour of his life, Morty takes 
the dare of his sloth buddies and crosses 

the Autobahn . 

When the dust had settled, a lone figure was 
revealed standing on the small knoll. Yes, he, too, 
was a herd animal-but he was through running. 



The often romanticized image of 
cowboys and aliens 

CongraiUiaiiOO$onyourlmmlnentretiremenlWewillmluyou 

Allyouwillsoonl'lavealotoftlmeonyourhands, pemapsyoueouldftndamomentto 

~=~t!:~~:'"JenU:. :~':sed car1oon, Yhlldl I have discussed with my 

WEOON'TGETln 
WEJUSTDON'TGETITIII 

Etlitor'snotc:Tirealicushcrchm·ctlrcir(IWIIrcligi(luSsymbol,andtlrcr'r·catJm:hedrtro 
tlrcrcnro{thcirjl)'IIIB,StWccr. 

"We're not going to the mountains, so shut up 
and let's go! ... Most kids would count their 

lucky stars that every vacation their folks took 
' em to the beach!" 



"And so, as you enter the adult phase of your life, 
you will thank God that these past 17 years of 

being stuck in the ground and unable to move are 
finally over . ... Congratulations, cicadas of '94!" 

Throughout their songwriting careers, the 
Gershwins rarely discussed their younger 
brother, Nathan, who played gutbucket. 

"Don't eat the flippers , Zeke, or they'll 
know we're tourists." 

"It's no good, Dawson! We're being sucked 
in by the sun's gravitational field and there's 
nothing we can do! ... And, let me add, those 

are my sunglasses you're wearing!" 



"Whoa whoa whoa! ... You'll have to go back 
and walk through again." 

"The problem, Mr. Fudd, is that you 've been 
having a subliminal effect on everyone in the 

factory. We' re proud of our product, Mr. Fudd, 
and there's no company in the world that 

builds a finer skwoo dwivuh . ... Dang! 
Now you got me doing it! " 

"Bootsy! ... Booooooootsy! ... We are calling you 
from the world of the living! .. . Meowwww! . 

Are you there, Bootsy? ... Give us a sign! " 

Big dogs having fun with helium 



"Boy, you wiped out, Kumba .. 
Nothing left but rebar." 

Marie Antoinette 's last-ditch effort 
to save her head. 

"Well, lad , you caught me fair and square .. 
But truthfully, as far as leprechauns go, I've 

never been considered all that lucky. " 

Fish thrill rides 



At the Crabbiness Research Institute 



9/ 29/ 94 

Sheep authors 

On monster refrigerators 

"One day, Wilson , I'll be sitting at that desk." 

"Oh my gosh! You know what that is, Mooky? .. 
My dad had one when I was a kid! " 



" I wouldn 't do that, Spunky- 1 have 
friends in pie places." 

Cartoonw's nou: Abotle rs my own nommte for the worst 

cartoon I l'l'er drew. (I still cringe.) -Gary' Lttrson 

" But before we begin, this announcement: 
Mr. Johnson! Mr. Frank Johnson! ... If you ' re out 
there , the conference organizers would like you 
to know that you were never actually invited ." 

Marv remained calm . No matter how thoroughly 
they searched , the agents never discovered 

his "secret" pocket. 

"Well , it came from your division , Sanders, 
and as you can see, it ' s covered with honey 

and molasses ! ... You know what that makes 
this, Sanders?" 



Odober 1994 

" Hey hey hey! ... Before you go, pack up this 
depressing garbage of yours and get it 

out of here! " 

"Oh, yeah! They work real hard, all day long, 
seven days a week! ... And here's the best 

part-for chicken feed! " 

Despite his repeated efforts to explain things to 
her, Satan could never dissuade his mother from 

offering cookies and milk to the accursed . 



Odob~l'1994 

" I know you miss the Wainwrights , Bobby, but they 
were weak and stupid people-and that's why we have 

wolves and other large predators." 

The Army's last-ditch effort to destroy Mothra 

Scene from Fiddle Attraction 



Odober 1994 

"And yes, Norman was beheaded, cleaned, and 
plucked ... But we all know Norman's wacky 

sense of humor, and we can take comfort 
knowing he would've gotten a kick out of this. " " But on the other hand, Feldman, having the 

b1ggest bram among us means that it is mere 
child's play to subdue you with an 

ordinary headlock! " 



O~to&~r 1994 

Slave-ship daily schedules 

"Excuse me? Excuse me? ... I believe the biggest 
set of fang marks belongs to me, my friend!" 

Life in the Old Weth 



Odob4fr1994 

"And I say we go outside and we 
play with this ball! " 

It was over. But the way the townsfolk called it, 
neither man was a clear winner. 

The gods play with Ted and Jerry 

- j ~ ·
~, . 

" Uh , uh , uh - 1 wouldn ' t do that, Thorg . 
I know how to use this thing." 



Nov~mb~r 1994 

"Now what theorem applies to this ... 
Douglas! Is that a fly you're sucking on? Well , 

I hope you brought enough for everyone! " 

0 

"Whoa! Here we go again! .. .' Pony Express 
Rider Walks into Workplace, Starts Shooting 

Every Horse in Sight."' 



lfov~mb~r 1994 

0 

By secretly working out for many months, 
Irwin became the envy of all the 

98-pound weaklings. 

uYou're up, Red." 

The curse of mad scientist's block 

"Look. You had five bones, right? Your friend 
Zooky comes over, stays awhile, then leaves. 
Now you have four bones, right? ... You don't 
have to be a 'Lassie' to figure this one out." 



The life and times of Captain Hazelwood 

" Look, marriage is okay-but I also want 
my own identity . ... I mean, how would you 

like it if everyone referred to you as 
'Chocolate Bar and Chocolate Bar'?" 

An unnatural silence hung in the kitchen , and 
Spunky sensed that his arrival was unexpected . 



Nov~mb~r 1994 

" Remo! Lift with your knees , not your back! " 

"There' re some, folks! These rare and lovely 
creations have no natural enemies, but 
balloon animals never last too long in 

this harsh land ." 

"Okay, that 's pretty good! ... Now! I want 
everyone on this side of the aisle to come in 
rubbing their legs together when I signal! . 

And let's show the other side how it's done! " 



"Leonard painted that and hung it up just this 
afternoon . ... He calls it, It's My Couch! 

My Couch! Don 't They Understand?" 

Dogs and alcohol : the tragic untold story. 



By simply attaching the new ACME Wingbaby, 
airlines can significantly improve their 

passengers ' overall comfort. 
"Okay, you two! Problem solved!" 

"Hell, Ben, you catch a few bullets through your 
hat during every holdup, and I'm finally gonna 

say I ain't ever been much impressed ." 



"I might have missed , Lou, but I take some satisfaction 
in knowing I busted up their little party." 

"You ever get that urge , Frank? It begins with 
looking down from SO stories up, thinking about 

the meaninglessness of life , listening to dark voices 
deep inside you , and you think, 'Should I? ... 
Should I? ... Should I push someone off? '" 



"JOHNSON! BACK IN FORMATION! . 
Dang, I hate sidewinders ." 



"Well , it was a private table." 

"You folks like flies? Well , wait till 
you see the parlor! " 

"Everyone can just put down their loot and plunder, 
and Sven here-yes, old Sven, who was in charge of 

reading the tide chart-has something to say to us all." 



Artist: G. Larson 
Medium: Ink on paper 

Title: It Was Late and I Was Tired 



Hunting lodge readings 

' tell Harriet! ... First ' 
"Well , ~ell:~~~~:~ ~e is wh~~' was I do on 

thing shes ;heckin' out a decoy . 

h motive and opportunity, e~::i~; : "Your dog had bot d he 's had traonong on~o~ as 
He hated the cat an Your husband , we ~e ' ~ 

heavy machonery .... lace at the wrong tome. just on the wrong P 



" CHICKEN UP!" 

Decemfu~r f994 

"The first thing I'm gonna do is wipe that 
smile off your face!" 

"Situation's changed, Jules .... Take my 
buffalo gun and hand me my mime rifle." 



" He 's making his nest now .. .. There! See it!? 
That son-of-a- ... he' s got himself a futon!" 

Until God warned him to knock it off, Noah 
would often try to get a little poker game 

going with some of the dumb animals . 

A<nt Zelda of/the W!YYien looked /;ke 
You and Uncle &bal/-fhe cows looked f,ke you 

an d trn•e -there were cavemen H,,r looked /;ke you 
cmd -there were Clf! these nerdy /;Hie K•ds f;ke you 
]?,J/ and ft>ere weve monsh:rs and sTup;d-/ooK·~9 
tl/nq~ ""d cul;mals could -talk; and some of ,f' 
\N~S ('onfus,ng ond-- and. and Of!, wow:' 

lhece·s no p/a(e liffe home 1 





lhe. follovvl'j .J..hi..-.J..e.e.r> ci';..-.J..oor= vve...-e. c..-e.I';.J..e.o fo..- LA~ c.hA-p.J..e...- "'ir>O \l....>o..-~e. ; 

'f'VIk:>li~he.o lr> l'i'i ~1 "ir>O vve...-e. r->0-\- ~'t'olci';.J..e.o lr> r>e.vv~'f'"i'f'e...-~ . 

"You know, Ned, yo u're my best fri end , and I just 
gotta te ll someone. It's ti me I come o ut of the 

closet and stop living t hi s li e .... I ha te ani ma ls." 

" I've been looki ng at your t ime sheets, 
Webste r .. . leavmg early, coming in late, etc., 

etc. ... Workmg for the railroad, Webste r, 
means worki ng all t he live lo ng day." 



App~nclb 

When dumb animals attempt murder 

"Well , I seen all the commotion, with that there 
monster destroyin ' half the city and whatnot, 

and I says to myself, ' Hell! Why don ' t 
someone just shoot the varmint?"' 

" It 's just a simple Rorschach inkblot test, 
Mr. Bromwell, so just calm down and tell me 

what each one suggests to you ." 

"Well, I suppose it' ll be a few thousand more 
years before we get an 'Arts and Leisure' section ." 



"Yeah , he comes in here a lot- never buys anything, cl imbs 
all over the store, has to try out every guitar ... and if you try 
taking it away from him , he starts screaming his head off." 



App~ndi~ 

"You're new here, ain'tcha, kid? Well, on some days the 
sandwiches contain a dead scorpion .... Not every day, 

but some days-that's why it's hell, kid." 

Despite being well-financed by 
the tobacco industry, the newly formed 

Smokers' Mountaineering Club met its doom 
just a few moments after leaving base camp. "Hey, Frank ... nice and cool here in the 

shade ... yesiree ... niiiiiiice and cool." 



lhe. .follo~i'j ~IX c;:;r-1-oo~ ~e..-e. cre.;:;-1-e.d ;:;~ ;:; ~'Pe.ci;:;l .fe.;:;-1-VIre. o.f -the. ':>cie.nce. 

lime.~ ~e.c-1-ion o.f lhe. t\J e.~ 't'o.-k '1ime.~ c;:;lle.d "lhe. ~ .. ':>ide. o.f ':>cie.nce.l' 

Science meets tabloid TV 

Scient ist hell 



"So, in the general relativistic sense, we find that the 
dynamic friction of the tensor light cone is actually 

negative, creating a local convergence of photons, which 
causes the stars at night to be big and bright .. 

especially here, deep in the heart ofTexas." 

"Don't threaten me, Thagerson! My cousin is an 
anthropologist, and she can make your life hell!" 

"Yes, we'll all miss him, but we must not forget: 
Louis was shot while slaughtering chickens, 

so we can take solace in knowing that he died 
doing what he loved." 
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