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FOREWORD 

With a climate uniquely favored, the Southeast supports a 
multitude of native and exotic plants and a richness of 
wildlife. These features, along with its subtropical scenery, 
bring it thousands of visitors. Here is a Golden Regional 
Guide that introduces the natural and human history of 
this fabulous region. It attempts to aid the reader to see, 
understand, and more thoroughly enjoy the Southland. 

Scores of individuals have helped with this book. My 
gratitude to all, and especially to Arnold B. Grobman, 
Director of the Florida State Museum, and to Walter Auf
fenberg, Ripley P. Bullen, J. C. Dickinson, Jr., R. M. DeWitt, 
John D. Kilby, James N. Layne, A. M. Laessle and William 
J. Reimer. Thanks also to R. W. Patrick, U. of Florida, to 
Daniel B. Beard, formerly Superintendent of the Everglades 
Nat. Park, and to William B. Robertson and Ernest Christ
enson. Also to Robert P. Allen, Research Director of the Nat. 
Audubon Soc., Donald F. Hoffmeister, Hobart M. Smith and 
Hurst H. Shoemaker of the University of Illinois, and to 
Alexander C. Martin. 

The following organizations have supplied photographs 
and information: Fla. News Bureau (credited as FNB), Fla. 
Attractions Assn., Fla. Dept. of Agriculture, Chambers of 
Commerce in New Orleans (NOCC), Biloxi, Mobile, 
Charleston and Miami; U. S. Nat. Park Service, U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Ser., U. S. Geol. Survey, Miami Public Library 
and Fairchild Gardens. -H.S.Z. 

©Copy right 1959 by Golden Press, I n c. Al l rights reserved, including 
the right of reproductio n in w h o l e  or i n  p a rt i n  any for m. Designed 
and produced by Artists a n d  Writers Press, I nc .  Pr inted in the  U . S.A. 
by Western Pr int ing and Lithograph i n g  C o m p a n y .  P u b l i shed by 
Go lden Press, I nc., Rockefe l ler  Center, New York 20, N. Y.  P u b l i shed 
s i m u ltan eo u s l y  i n  C a nada by The Musson Book Company,  Ltd . ,  Toronto. 
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GULF OF MEXIC O 

MEET TH E S O U T H E A ST 

This is an  a rea hard to bound or define . It is part of the 
great coasta l p la i n  which begin s at Cape Cod a n d  stretches 
a long the Atla ntic, expand ing  to inc lude a l l  of F l or ida and  
t he  lower Mississ i ppi Va l ley as i t  cu rves to t he  west. Our  
area i s  further set off  by  two c limatic cond itions .  F i rst i s  its 
wa rmth . Over the past severa l decades, the co ldest day 
in winter has averaged 20 degrees F .  or  h igher-and in  
much of the reg ion,  frosts a re ra re . Second,  most of  th i s  
area rece ives 50 i n ches or more of  ra in  a n n ua l ly. Thus, 
there is  amp l e  warmth a nd moistu re for the g rowth of 
p lants-some of which a re not foun d  e l sewhere in t he  
Un ited Stt'ltes. 

Our  a rea of 120,000 to 150,000 sq ua re mi les i nc l udes 
a l l  of F lor ida and pa rts of at l east five other states. I t ex
tends from eastern Texas to North Ca rol ina . Whatever its 
exact boundaries, thi� a rea has a bout 24,000 miles of de
tai led shore line inc l ud i ng  bays, sounds, and in l ets .  I t  is  a di
versified region of forests, farms,  g rass l and s  a n d  wet lands .  
Famed for its ag ricu l ture, it is  now deve loping n ew indus
tries . As an a l l -yea r vacation land it has few competitors . 
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O.ver 50 inches of rainfall ann ually 

Less than 50 i nches of rainfall ann ually 

Average of lowest annual 

tem peratures i s  20°F or  h igher  

THE COUNTRY which makes up the south
eastern coastal plain has a common origin 
in the sand, mud and lime deposited in 
shallow water as the East and Gulf coasts 
slowly rose during the past 50 million years. Soils formed 
from these sediments are mainly sand, marl and silt, with 
areas of peat and muck. The sandy soils are low in organic 
matter and lose water rapidly. The peat and muck are just 
the opposite. Fertilizing, draining and irrigating, can make 
even poorer soils yield abundantly. 

Long growing seasons and adequate rainfall are com
pensations for poor soil. Nearly all of this region has a 
growing season of more than 250 days, and the annual 
rainfall is usually between 50 and 60 inches. The area 
receives from 50 to 70 per cent of all possible sunshine
this varies, of course, with location and season. 

THE LAND forming the low coastal plain is cut by 
rivers and broken by low ridges that parallel the ocean. 
Along the Atlantic, the plain is about 100 miles wide. 
Its southward sweep includes all of Florida. To the west 
it widens to about 200 miles along the Gulf, loops up the 
Mississippi Valley, narrows in Texas. 



Cross-sectio n  and view of Atlantic Coastal Plain 

Along the Atlantic, the coastal plain slopes 20 to 30 
feet per mile toward the sea. Along the Gulf, the slope is 
greater-30 to 40 feet per mile. In some places these slop
ing sediments are 20,000 feet thick, lying on a floor of 
ancient, altered rocks. The coastal plains sediments have 
not been disturbed or altered. Younger layers lie closer 
to the shore, where new sediments form. Older layers 
reach the surface farther inland, as shown above. The 
ancient rocks break through at the fall line. 

Florida's highest point is only 345 feet above sea level, 
and this is high for the coastal plain as a whole. The land 
is low and flat over large areas. If the sea level shifted 25 
feet one way or another, there would be great changes in 
the size and shape of Florida. 

present shorel ine of Florida 

shorel ine if  sea level 
san k 25 feet 

shoreline i f  sea level 

rose 25 feet 

·am i  
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TH E SEA is intimately con
nected wi th  the land. Be low 
the t idemark, the bottom-usu
a l ly smooth and sandy-slopes 
gradually to the cont inental 
she lf. Spits, bars and shoals 
a re common , and  cora l reefs 
r ing southern F lor ida. Good 
ha rbors a re at the mouths of 
r ivers. Exposed shores occa
sion a l ly suffer storm damage. 
Sport and commercia l fish ing 
a re exce l lent, as a re sai l i ng  
and  boating. The I n l a nd  Wa-

FNB terway provides a protected 
Lighthou se-Amelia Island .  

route for  sma l l  craft. 
CLIMATE determ ines this reg ion (p. 4) a n d  is one of its 
great natu ra l resources. M i ldness is the keynote. The d if
ference between average January and  J u ly temperatures 
ranges from 1 3 ° for Key West to 33 ° a t  Jackson, Miss. 
Averages te l l  on ly part of the story. The h ighest recorded 
temperature for th is reg ion was about 1 05 °  and  the low
est, just be low zero. Tem peratures are more extreme inland 
and  to the north. A long the coasts, the sea has a moder
ating effect. 

About ha l f  the reg ion's ra infa l l  comes i n  summer. Fogs 
a re loca l and br ief. Completely c lea r  a nd comp letely over
cast days are ra re. More typica l is a happy m ed ium of 
part ly c louded skies with amp le  sunsh ine. Re lative h umid ity 
runs from 70 to 85 per cent, varying with season and  t ime 
of  day.  Majestic thunderstorms are common i n  summer. 
Tampa tops the country, having over 80 days with thunder
storms annua l ly. The rest of the a rea has 60 days or  more, 
but ha i l  is rare. 



Though th i s  is a h u rricane area, l ess than 1 00 hu rr icanes 
have been recorded s ince weather records have been kept. 
They average less than two a year, b ut seem to be grad
ua l ly i ncreas ing . E ig hty per cent occur  d u r ing August, 
September  a n d  October.  With adva n ced warn ings  and  
better bu i l d i ng  construct ion, loss o f  l ife has been  sharp ly  
reduced in  recent  years. The most  v io lent hu rr ican e  known 
h it the F lor ida Keys on  September  2 ,  1 935, when the 
barometer gave the lowest read ing  ever recorded in  the 
U n ited States-26.35 in .  The U .  S. Weather  Bu reau ma in -
ta in s  a h urr icane  warn ing center i n  Mia m i .  

SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST CLIMATE 

City Average Averag e  Avg . a n n u a l  G rowi n g  
J a n .  temp .  J u ly temp.  rai nfa l l  season 

Baton Rouge, La.  53°F.  82°F.  58  in .  269 days 
Bi loxi, Miss. 54 82 59 276 
Char leston , S .C . 50  8 1  40 285 
Ft .  Myers, F la .  65 8 1  52  365 
Gainesvi l le, F la .  58 8 1  49 285 
Jacksonvi l le, F la .  57 8 1  48 299 
Jackson ,  Miss. 49 8 2  5 1  234 
Key West, F la .  70 83 38 365 
Mia mi, F la .  68 82  59  365  
Mobile, A la .  53 8 2  6 1  298 
New Or leans, La.  54 80 60 292 
St. Augustine, F la.  58 8 1  48 3 1 2  
St. Petersburg, F l a .  64 83  5 1  365 
Savannah ,  Ga. 53 8 1  45 273 
Ta l lahassee, F la .  55 8 1  55 282 

Typical extremes of temperature 

C ity H ighest reco rded lowest recorded 

Cha r leston,  S.C. 1 04°F. ?oF .  
Jacksonvi l le ,  F l a . 1 04 1 0  
Key West, F la .  1 00 4 1  
Miami, F la .  98 27 
Mob i l e, A la .  1 03 - 1  
New Or leans, La .  1 02 7 
St. Petersbu rg, F la .  98  28 
Sava n nah ,  Ga.  1 05 8 
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An Everglade Kite flies over  Lake Okeechob ee. 

ANIMAL L I F E, so varied and  abundant, is one of the 
prime attractions  of th is reg ion .  Of a l l  the conspicuous 
an ima ls, the b irds a re most attractive and  most n umerous 
-over 500 k inds have been seen, i nc lud ing severa l rare 
species l ike the Everg lade Kite (above), found on ly near 
lake Okeechobee in F l orida . About 1 000 k inds of fishes 
l ive in fresh and  sa lt water. 
PLANT L I F E  i n  the Southeast is as r ich as a n ima l l ife, if 
not r icher. In add it ion to a wea lth of native p lants
flowers, sh rubs and  trees-there a re hund reds of exotic 
p lants g rown in gardens and  as ornamenta ls .  One sees 
trees and  shrubs from Africa, Asia, Austra l ia  and  South 
America growing a long the streets. Subtropica l F l or ida 
has flowers a l l  year round,  and scores of u n iq ue p lants. 
PEOPLE make this a rea a new kind of me lt ing pot. The 
rising popu lat ion is so swe l led from a l l  pa rts of the North 
that here, fa rthest south, m uch of the reg ion is not typica l l y  
Southern .  Yet, there is sti l l  a la rge Negro populat ion try
ing to find  its proper p lace in the new South . A l so, rura l 
a reas a re sti l l  dominated by loca l fo lk  of o ld  stock, who 
l ive c lose to the so i l . Some are "crackers"-whose ances
tors were known for their uncanny ski l l  at cracking the bul l 
wh ip .  O n  the  Keys, t he  o ld-timers a re "Conchs." O lder 
sti l l a re the Sem ino le, who inc l ude remnants of other 
I ndian tr ibes. 

Florida b ullwhip 



TRAVE L  I N  TH E SOUTH EAST is easy-by a ir, tra in ,  bus 
or  i n  the fami ly car .  D rive over modern,  paved roads-nary 
a mounta i n !  Grave led and  a l l -weather u npaved roads a re 
safe, but make i nqu i r ies before going back-country on  d i rt. 
Check your car, of course, before a long trip. Make your 
p lans  we l l  i n  a dvance. Get pamph lets from Chambers of 
Commerce a nd from state and  federa l i n formation agen 
c ies (p.  1 23) .  I f  you want to cam p, there are fi n e  camp  
sites i n  State Parks, Nationa l  Pa rks a n d  Forests. You wi l l  
fi n d  a m ple  mote ls a n d  tra i l er cou rts . I n  reso rt a reas, rates 
a re h ig her from December to Apri l ,  but  e l sewhere costs 
for food a n d  lodg ing are d istinct ly less. 

You a re com ing to a warm reg ion .  L ight, inform a l  c loth
ing i s  des i ra b le .  Br ing eq u ipment for swimm ing, fish ing 
and photogra phy. Watch out  for  sunburn .  When h ik ing ,  
wear stout s hoes and be ca refu l on  tra i l s .  As  a v is itor and 
guest, respect peop le  and property. L i tter ing the h ighway 
is not o n ly bad manners, but  it may a lso bring a st iff fi ne .  
En joy the pa rks and wi ld a reas, and  keep them c lean .  
Leave w i ld  an ima ls a lone and remember  that w i l dfl owers 
a re never as beautifu l  as in  their  natura l surround ings .  

A walk in Myakka River State Park, Flo rida. 
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T O U R I N G  T H E  SOUTHEAST has i nfin ite poss ib i l it ies. 
Here are t h ree sam p les for shorter vacat ions. The d irec
t ions can be reversed and the tours extended-a fu l l  month  
is needed to exp lore th is  reg ion adeq uately.  Pages  1 5  to 
2 1  and  1 23 to 1 56 g ive deta i l s  on what to see. 

One-week tour is jampa cked-250 m i l es da i l y, p l us 
many th ings  to see. Add a day or  two if you can .  
F i rst Day: C ha r l eston, S .C . ( h isto ric s ites, gardens )  v ia Sava n n a h  a n d  
J acksonv i l l e  t o  S t .  Aug usti ne .  Al low late a fternoon a n d  even i ng  fa r 
Cast i l l o  de S a n  Ma rcos N at. Mo n u m ent  a n d  St. A u g usti ne .  
Secon d  Day: Fo l low Rte  A 1 A, the shore road to Mar ine land a n d  
Daytona  Beach;  then via US 92 t o  De land , Orlan d o  a n d  Lake Wa les. 
T h i rd Day: O n  to Sebr i ng  ( H igh land  H a mmock) .  Then  east o n  Rte 70 
to Br ighton  a n d  south th ro u g h  the Semino le  I n d i a n  Reservat io n .  O n  to 
Lake Okeechobee ( U S  27), C l ewiston-th rough  Everg lades  to Miami .  
fourth Day: A ro u n d  Mia m i .  Try the Fa i r ch i l d  Garden , Matheson 
H a m mock, U n iversity of Miami ca mpus, Par rot J u n g le,  Sea q u a ri u m .  
Then  h e a d  west on t h e  Ta miami  Tra i l  ( US 4 1 ) t o  Fort Myers. 
F ifth Day: F rom Fort  Myers conti n u e  north th ro u g h  Sarasota a n d  
Bradenton,  over t h e  ma jest ic Su nsh i n e  Skyway bridge  t o  St. Peters
bu rg .  Now, a l o n g  the shore  (US 1 9-Ait . )  to Tarpon Spr ings; hence  via 
B roo ksvi l l e  ( Rtes 4 1 ,  200) to Oca la (S i lver  Spri n gs, etc . ) .  
Sixth  Day: N o rth to  Ga inesvi l l e ( U n iversity of F l a . on d F la .  State 
Museum);  then on  to Perry (US 27) a n d  Ta l l ahassee (capi ta l  a n d  
State U n ive rs ity Museums) .  Con t i n u e  west i n t o  the  F l o r i d a  p a n h a n d l e  
t o  spend the  n igh t  a t  P a n a m a  C i ty. 
Seventh Day: H u rry on th rough  Pensaco la  ( US 98), Mob i l e  (h istor ic  
s i tes,  Azalea ga rdens) ,  B i loxi ,  and i n to New Or lea ns . Seven days
about  1 750 m i l es-a nd many  p l easant memories. 

One-week tour in southern Florida, easier (700 
to 800 m i les) and less hu rr ied, g ives you the fee l  of the 
reg ion .  Best from December to J une .  
Fi rst Day: M i a m i  a nd v ic in ity. Choose two or  m o re: Fa i rch i l d  Garden,  
Matheson H a m mock,  Seaq uar i um,  U n iversity of Miami  ca mpus, Parrot 
J u ng le,  Serpenta r i u m, Mon key J u ngle.  
Second Day: Spen d  the  day (or  most of it) a t  Everg lades Nat io n a l  
Pa rk; o n  the  A n h i n g a  a n d  Gu mbo L i m b o  t ra i l s .  Dr ive d o w n  t o  F la 
m ingo . End  the day there, o r  d r ive on  to Homestead o r  the  U pper  Keys. 
T h ird Day: Down the Keys through Tavern ie r  a n d  Marathon,  over 
the 7-m i l e  br idge, to B ig Pine Key ( Key Deer) and o n  to Key West. 
fourth Day: Back  up th rough the Keys to Ho mestead .  Ta ke Rte 27 
to the Ta m iam i  Tra i l  a n d  head west to Everg l a des or Marco I s l a n d .  



F ifth Day: O n  th rough  Naples  (Car ibbean Ga rdens)  to fort Myers 
( Ed i son ' s  winter  home) ,  with a side trip to Sa n i be l  I s l and ,  if you l i ke. 
Sixth Day: Turn east (Rte 80) through La Bel le; then on north through 
Sem ino le  I n d i a n  Rese rvation ( Rte S72 1  ) .  At Bri g hton, Rte  70 wi l l  take 
yo u d i rect ly to ft. P ierce on  the  east coast. 
Seventh Day: H ea d  south aga i n  through  Stuart (Me n n i n ger N u rsery);  
go to Pa l m  Beach,  fo rt Lauderda le,  and o n  to Miami .  

Two-week tour g ives a more re laxed look at  the 
Southeast with about 1 800 m i les of d rivi ng .  
O n e  day: C h a r l eston ,  S .C . ,  v i a  Sava n nah,  t a  Waycross, G a .  a n d  the 
famed Okefenokee Swamp. 
One day: J acksonvi l le, St .  Aug usti ne,  Winter Park and Orlando .  
Two days: Wi n ter Haven ,  lake  Wales, Brig hton Ind .  Reservation, 
C lewiston and Miam i .  
Two days: Mia m i :  museu ms, parks a n d  commerc ia l  a ttractions. 
Two days: To Eve rg lades  N at. Pa rk, the F lo r ida  Keys a n d  Key West. 
One day: Back via Homestead; Ta miami  Tra i l  to fo rt Myers. 
Two days: To Sa rasota, St. Petersbu rg, Tarpon  Spri ngs, a n d  Oca l a .  
One day: T o  Ga inesvi l l e, Perry a n d  (via US  98)  t o  Ta l l a hassee. 
One day: On to Pa nama C i ty v ia Apa lach ico la ,  a n d  Pensacola;  fi n ish 
the day at  Mobi le .  
One day: Via B i loxi ,  to New Orlea ns a n d  the Bayou country. 

__ one week tour 
--- two week tour 
inset shows one week 
tour of southern Florid a 

GEO RGIA 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

(Verify these dates local ly) 

January-Ja n .  1, New Yea r's footba l l  c lassics-Orange  Bowl, Miami, 
and Sugar  Bowl, New Orlea ns; N ew Yea r's Regatta, Ft .  Myers; Jan. 6, 
Greek Ep iphany Ceremo ny, Tarpon Spr ings; late J a n u a ry, F lor ida 
O range  Festiva l ,  Winter H aven; l ate January o r  ea rly Feb r u a ry, F l or ida 
State Fa i r  a n d  Gaspari l l a  P i rate Festiva l , Tampa . 

February-th rough  Ma rch, Aza lea Trai l  Festiva l ,  Mobi le ;  February 
Came l l ia Show, Sava n n a h ;  week p reced ing S h rove Tues. , Mardi  Gras 
at  Mobi le,  B i lox i ,  New Or leans; Feb. 1 0, Festiva l of l ight, Ft. Myers; 
mid·February, Central F l a .  Exposit ion, Or la ndo; Feb . 24, C u ban  I nd e
pendence Day, Key West, Ta mpa.  No fixed date, Aza lea F estiva l ,  
Pa latka, F la . ;  the  Pagean t  of Sa ra de Soto and Cou nt ry Fa i r  a t  Sa ra
sota; I n ternation a l  Orchid Show, Miami .  

March-Mar.  1 to  5,  Strawberry Festiva l ,  P lant  C i ty, F la . ;  Ma r. 2 to 
9, L .S .U. Livestock Show and  Rodeo, Baton Rouge; watch loca lly th is  
month a lso fo r Pensacola's Came l l ia  Show, Mobi le and the Gulf Coast's 
Azal ea Tra i l  a n d  Spr i ng  Festiva l ;  the  Natchez P i lg r image to o ld  estates; 
a n d  ei ther i n  Ma rch or Apr i l  for the Audubon P i lg r image i n  E .  Fe l ic iano 
Parish,  La .  

April-Ear ly  Apr i l ,  Mia m i  F lower Show, Dinner  Key; fi rst two weeks, 
Spri ng  F iesta Events, New Or lea ns; near  end  of month, Spr ing  Festiva l ,  
Ora nge  Bowl ,  Miami .  

May-At Sa rasota, watch  fo r the th ree-day F la .  State  Un iv. c ircus;  
at  La Fitte P .O.,  o n  the De l ta i n  Lou is iana,  for the Pi rog ue  Race. 

J une-Ear ly J u ne,  Pa n-American Regatta, New Or leans;  sta rt of 
Ta rpon Rou n d u p s  at  Tampa, St. Petersbu rg and m ost sport-fish ing 
centers, conti n u i n g  through August . 

July-No fixed date, at Mobi le, Dauph in  I s la nd, A labama Deep Sea 
Fish ing  Rodeo. 

Aug ust-Watch fo r festiva l s  of B lessi ng the Shr imp F leet at bayo us, 
Hou ma, La. to B i loxi,  Miss. 

September-Sept.  1 to 3 ,  Shr imp Festiva l a n d  Blessi n g  of the F leet at 
Morgan C i ty, La.; Sept. 28 to 3 0, C otton Festiva l ,  Vi l l e  P latte, La . 

October-Month of Fa i rs :  Greater G u lf State Fa i r, Mob i l e; N .  F la .  
Fa i r, Ta lla hassee; R i ce  Carn ival,  C rowley, La . ;  S ugar  Festiva l ,  N ew 
I ber ia,  La. ;  Ga inesvi l le, F la .  Homecom ing  Festivit ies. 

November-Pea nu t  Festiva l ,  Dothan,  A la .  

December-Dec. 1 5  to Feb. 1 5, F reshwater Bass  Tournament, C l ea r
water, F la . ;  Dec.  3 1 ,  K i ng  Orange  Jambo ree Parade, Miami .  



Miami-best-known Southeast city. 

T H E  MO D E R N  S O U T H EA ST 

The Southeast impresses the visitor both with its ric h past 
and its tremendous present. I ndustry and  commerce have 
expanded; c it ies show phenomena l  g rowth.  Here a re the 
la rger c it ies . Some a re centers of h istor ic or scenic in terest. 
For deta i led i nformation on  what to see and  do, see 
pages 1 23-1 56. 

ATLANTI C COAST CITI ES 

Char leston, S.C. (pop.  70,200) 
is  a la rge, protected port, r ich in 
h isto r ic s ites (p .  1 52) .  An impor
ta nt sh ipp ing  cente r for cotton, 
tobacco and l u mber .  I n d u stry i n 
c l udes c lay products, l u m ber  a nd 
pu lp ,  texti les  a n d  fishi ng .  
Savannah, Ga. {pop .  1 1 9,600) 
on the Savannah  R iver, sh ips  l um
ber, cotton ,  paper,  a n d  tobacco. 
Fou n ded by J ames Og lethorpe i n  
1 733;  captured b y  the British d u r
i ng  the Revo l u ti onary War; Sher
man 's march to the sea ended 
here i n  1 864. Vis i t  Forsyth Park .  
North on US  17 is  Sava n n a h  Nat. 
Wi l d l ife Refuge; south is U .S. 
Exp. Farm (bamboo fa rm) .  

Jacksonvi l le, F la., sett led i n  
1 8 1 6; named fo r A n d rew J ackson 
i n  1 8 22. I n d ustria l  and commer
cia l  center; F lo rida's secon d  city 
{pop. 204,500) and  la rgest port, 
on St. J o h n s  river, with paper, 
l u m ber, ferti l i zer  and  g l ass in. 
d u stri es. See m u n ic ipa l zoo a n d  
beaches. U .S .  "moth b a l l  fleet" i s  
anchored at  Green Cove S p ri ngs. 
St. Augustine,  F la. (pop. 1 3 ,-
600)-see p .  1 28 .  
Dayton a  Beach, F la. {pop. 30,-
200) has  a b road, sandy beach 
over 500 ft .  wide and 20  m i les 
long .  World speed records have 
been broken he re.  D rivi ng on the 
beach i s  perm�ted . 
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THE GOLD COAST 

West Palm Beach, F la. (pop .  
5 1 ,000), and  ad jo i n i ng  Pa lm 
Beach a re o n  Lake Worth, a l a rge, 
p rotected waterway p rovid i n g  ex
ce l lent  boati ng .  These renowned 
tour ist centers a re p la nted with 
roya l  pa lms  and m a ny other or
na mentals .  To the north at Stuart 
is the Men n i nger  co l l ection of 
tropical  and floweri ng  trees (visit 
on weeken ds) .  To the west, 
arou nd  Bel l e  G lade, a re m i l es of 
wi nter vegetab les; a l so the Ever
g lades Exper imenta l  Stati on .  Lake 
Okeechobee is the p rotected nest
ing g rounds  fo r many b i rds. Fa r
ther west a n d  n o rth i s  the Br ig ht
on  Semino le  I n d ian  Reservatio n .  
F o r t  L a u d e r d a l e ,  F l a .  (pop.  
62,900) was fou nded d u ri n g  the  
Semino le  wars by Major Wi l l i am 
la u derda le . Nea rby, at Da n ia ,  i s  
a Semi no le  I nd i a n  reservatio n .  
A c a n a l  goes t o  L a k e  Okeecho
bee, past h u g e  p la nt ings  of sugar  
ca ne and  winter  vegeta b les. Fort 
Lauderda le  is a center fo r Gu l f  
Strea m fish i ng .  Anderson Memo
rial  Gardens has  fine h ibiscu s .  

M i a m i  (pop.  260,000) merges 
i n to Miami  Beach a n d  two dozen 
more ne ighbor ing com m u n it ies .  A 
century ago on ly  a few houses 
stood here on Miami  River. Deve l 
opment  was s low unt i l  the ra i l 
road cam e i n  1 896.  Steady g rowth 
sp i ra led i n to a boom ( 1 92 1 - 1 925) 
and  bust ( 1 926) .  S ince  the dep res
s ion,  Miami  has b lossomed i nto 
the la rg est and  fastest-g rowing 
metropo l i tan a rea i n  the South .  

Miami  a n d  Miami  Beach  a re 
famed as vacation  centers.  Miami  
a l so has expa n d i n g  manufactur
ing and l i gh t  i n d ustry. I t  i s  a 
ma jor  port fo r Lat in -Amer ica n a i r  
t rave l ,  a n d  a cen ter  for commer
c ia l  a n d  sport fish i ng .  To the south 
and west i s  the Red lands  f ru it 
a n d  fa rm ing  a rea.  Vis i t  the S u b
tropica l  Experi ment Station near  
Homestead .  Miam i  has  many free 
(p .  1 39) and co mmerc ia l  attrac
tions (p .  1 55 ) . It is the gateway 
to the Everg lades Nat.  Pa rk (pp. 
1 24-1 25),  the Bahamas a n d  C u ba 

·(pp . 20-2 1 )  a n d  the F l or ida Keys 
(pp.  1 40- 1 4 1 ) .  

Pool  and gardens-Miami Beach h otel .  



I N LAND C ITIES 

Albany, G a .  (pop.  3 1  ,200) is  the 
largest pecan m a r ket, with near ly 
a m i l l ion trees g rowi n g  nea rby. 
Rad i u m  Spr i ngs  (US 1 9, south) is 
the l a rgest spr ing in Georgia.  
Waycross, Ga. (pop.  1 8 ,900) a 
tobacco a u ct ion town a n d  shipp ing  
center fo r fa rm and  l ivestock, i s  
i n  the ce nter  o f  a r i ch l u mber  re
g ion .  Okefeno kee Swa mp, to the 
south, is a 700-sq .-m i l e  w i l d l ife 
refuge.  Exhi bits at  Okefenokee 
Swa mp Park on Rte 1 77.  
Ta l lahassee, F la ., cap ita l of the 
state, has  a popu lat ion of 38, 1 00.  
I t  i s  a n  ag r icu ltu ra l  t rad i ng  cen
ter .  For  th ings  to  see a n d  d o
see p. 1 36.  
Gai nesvi l le,  F l a ., i s  the seat of 
the U n iversity of F lor ida and of 
the F lor ida State Muse u m .  I t  is  
a l so a center of tung oi l  p rod u c
t ion . These trees, from Ch i n a  (p .  
58 ) ,  y i e l d  o i l  for  pa i nts a n d  va r
n i shes. Pop.  26,900. 
Ocala,  F l a .  (pop.  1 1  ,700) l i es i n  
t h e  F lo rida l a kes reg ion . I t  i s  a 
resort center, 6 mi les from S i lver 
Spri ngs  (p . 1 56) and near other  

com me rcia l  attractions. Oca la 
Nat.  Forest to the east i n c l ud es a 
wi ld life a rea with the state's la rg
est deer  herd ;  a l so the J upiter 
Spr ing  Rec.  Area with camping ,  
boati ng a n d  swi m m i n g .  The spr ing 
flows 6 m i l l ion  g a l lon s  da i ly .  
Orlando; Fla. ,  i s  the la rgest city 
of the F lo r ida lakes region (pop.  
52,400) and is fa r enough  south 
to have rich g rowths of p a l ms and 
semitropica l  p lan ts. As a resort 
city it boasts a fi n e  m u n ic ipa l  
park  and  recreation center, swim
ming ,  fish ing and other sports. 
Drive through the cou ntryside .  
Vis i t  Lake Eo la Park .  Winter Pa rk, 
home of Ro l l i n s  Co l lege a n d  Seal  
Shel l  Museum,  i s  to the north .  
Winter Haven,  F l a ., is a nother 
resort center, forty m i les  i n la n d  
from Ta mpa a n d  with in  easy reach 
of scores of la kes.  I t  i s  in the 
hea rt of the ci trus  a rea (pp.  54 
and  55). The F lo r ida  C i trus Expo
sit ion i s  held i n  J a n uary .  Cyp ress 
Gardens a n d  Bok Tower (car i l lons  
a n d  b i rd sa n ctu a ry) a re nea rby. 
Pop. 8 ,600. 

1 7  
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G U L F  COAST CITIES 

Bea umont, Tex., a n d  Por t  Ar
thur mark the western l imits of 
th is  g u ide .  Bea umon t  is on  the 
Neches River;  Port Arth u r  on the 
protected mouth of the Sab ine. 
Lake Char les, La., is a port 
connected by ca n a l  with the Gulf .  
Sh ips  ri ce, lumber and petro leum 
prod ucts. Pop .  4 1 ,000. 
Baton Rouge,  La. (pop.  1 25,-
000), at the head of deep-water 
navigat ion i n  the Mississ ippi , is a 
sh ipp ing  cen ter  for cotton ,  sugar  
and  petro leum .  A lso has l a rge  re
fi neries. For  what  to see a n d  do 
i n  th is  state capi ta l ,  see p. 1 42. 
New Orlea ns, La. i s  the largest 
c ity in the south (pop .  570,000) 
and  the most importa nt port. Sa lt, 
su l fu r, o i l ,  cotton ,  s ugar  and l um
ber a re marketed a n d  sh ipped to 
many lat in-America n ports a n d  to 
the North .  It i s  a m a n ufactu r i ng  

center a l so. Pages 1 42 - 1 44 tel l  
w h a t  t o  see a nd do i n  a n d  a ro u nd 
th is  h isto rica l city. 
Bi loxi,  M i ss., (Pop . 37,000) a 
l a rge sh r imp  a n d  fish ing  center, 
is better known as a resort town 
a n d  the o ldest settlemen t  in the 
state (p . 1 46) . Gu l fport to the 
west and Pascagou la  to the east 
a re fish i n g  a n d  sh ipp i ng  ports. 
Mobi le, A la ., (pop.  1 29,000) is 
the state 's  o n ly ma jor  port. lo
cated on Mob i le  Bay, i t  is a sh ip 
p i ng  center  fo r cotton and l um
ber .  Paper, meta l  a n d  petroleum 
a re p rocessed .  Fo r  scen ic and  h is
to r ic  s ights, see p. 148. 
Pensaco la,  Fla., i s  860 mi les 
from Key West by road-a bit 
farther than New Yor k  is  from 
C h icago.  Th i s  resort, fish i n g  and  
sh ipp i n g  cen te r  i s  on  a p rotected 
ha rbor beh i n d  Sa nta Rosa I s l and .  



Founded by the Span ish,  Pensa
cola became the capital  of F lor ida 
when the Br i t i sh  took over i n  
1 763. I t  chan ged hands  17  times 
before it became a perma nent 
part of the U .S. See the forts on 
Santa Rosa I s land  and the fi ne 
beaches nea r them. Vis i t  the fish
ing wha rves (famo us  for red snap
per) and  the p l a za. Pop. 43 ,500. 
P a n a m a  City, Fla., (pop.  25,-
900) is a sport a n d  commerc ia l  
fish i n g  town .  Lumber, paper and 
chemica l s  a re p rod uced.  Settled 
by the Eng l ish about  1 765. 
Tampa a n d  St. Petersburg,  
F la. ,  a re tw in  cities on  O'd  Tam
pa Bay w h ich have spread to the 
Gulf and i n l a n d .  Both a re resort 
ci ties with much to see a n d  do (p. 
1 37 )  but they a re a l so major  i n
d ustr ia l  a n d  commerc ia l  c i ties. 
Tampa i s  a c ig a r  center .  Phos
phates, c i t rus  fru its a n d  cement  
are expo rted . St .  Petersburg has  
a popu lat ion of 96,800; Tampa, 
2 1 6,800. 
Sara sota, Fla., south of St . Pe
tersbu rg, is  a resort center  famed 
as the winter hea d q u a rters of the 

ci rcus. A long stri ng of beaches 
runs north a n d  south .  F i sh i n g  from 
piers a n d  boats i s  popu la r .  
Among the  commercia l  att ractions  
(p .  1 56) a re :  the R ing l i ng  muse
ums, Cars of  Yesterday, S u nsh ine  
Sp ri n gs a n d  others.  Brade nton,  to  
the north, has  DeSoto Nat .  Me
mor ia l  (p. 1 26) and the S .  F lor ida 
Museum (adm.  fee); Myakka Riv
er  State Park  is  east o n  Rte. 72 .  
Fort Myers, Fla. ,  (pop.  1 3, 1 95),  
wide ly p l a n ted with pa lms, is  a 
west-coast resort town n oted fo r 
its cl imate, fish ing  a n d  shel l i ng .  
I t  i s  a l so a packi n g  cente r for 
citrus f ru its, vegetab les a n d  win 
te r  flowe rs. T homas Ediso n's win 
ter home and laboratory a re open 
to the p u b l ic (p.  1 55) .  By ferry 
visit San ibel  I s l and-famed for its 
shel l  beach . Swim at  Fo rt Myers 
Beach where there a re fine pub l ic 
recreat iona l  faci l it ies. 
Key West, Fla., l ies due south 
of Fort Myers and o n ly 90 miles 
from Havana ,  C uba.  This impor
tan t  naval  base has  se rved as a 
winter White House.  Pages 1 40 
a n d  1 4 1  l i st th ings  to see a n d  do .  

Bandstand -Mu n icipal Park, S t .  Petersb u rg, Florida. 
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N EARBY ISLANDS-the 
Bahamas and  Cuba-fa l l  
with in  t h e  Southeast orbit. 
Both are eas i l y  reached 
by a ir or boat for q u ick 
visits or longer tours. 
T H E  BAHAMAS extend 
to with i n  50 mi les of 
Miami. Over 700 i s lands  
or  cays and some 2000 
reefs and  rocks cover an  
area o f  over 4000 sq . m i .  
About 50 i s lands, of which 
Andros i s  the largest, are 
inhab ited. Nassau, on 
New Providence I s land,  is 

Bahama market. the cap ita l and  resort 
center (pop.  46,200) .  Co lumbus landed in the Bahamas 
(Wattling I s . )  i n  1 492. Many loya lists fl ed here after the 
American Revo l ution .  These British is lands are noted for 
boat bu i lding, fishing,  a nd for winter vegetab les .  As a 
vacation - land ,  they offer a c l imate simi lar to southern 
F lorida, p lu s  exce l lent swimming, fi sh ing and  d iv ing at 
tropica l  beaches or a long  the reefs. H istoric s ites and a 
fore ign fl avor make Nassau and  the rest of the Bahamas 
a de light. Many p lants and  birds seen in southern F lorida 
are found  here, i n  addit ion to other Car ibbean species. 

Bim ini and  Cat Cay-c losest to F lo rida-are noted for 
their fish ing . Andros, la rgest of the is lands, has rich bird 
life, especia l ly around the fresh water ponds. E leuthera 
was sett led by co lon ists who came in  1648 in search of 
re ligious freedom. I t  is the best known of the outer is lands .  
To the south are Cat I s land,  Long I s land and the Exumas.  
Al l  can be reached by air. 



CUBA, near ly  800 mi les long, is the l a rgest of the West 
I nd ies. I ts tropica l c l imate is  p leasant ly  moderated by 
trade winds. Ra ins are ma i n ly i n  the summer and  fa l l .  
Havana,  the cap ita l ,  i s  on ly  9 0  mi l es from Key West a n d  
i s  eas i ly  access ib le  b y  p lane  o r  boat from Miami .  A "car 
ferry" operates from Key West. I n  Havana  see the Cap ito l ,  
Presidentia l Palace, the Un iversity and other  government 
bu i ld ings; Morro Cast le, the Co lumbus Cathedra l and 
other  churches and forts. H istoric re l ics a re preserved i n  
the Nationa l Museum. Wa lk  t he  broad streets, the  bou l e
vard a l ong the sea wa l l ,  the o ld  Span ish section with its 
na rrow streets. See the new civic and res ident ia l  a reas. 

Beyond  Havana is a r ich countrys ide of farms, sugar 
and  tobacco p la ntations, sma l l  v i l l ages and o ld  c it ies. 
The 2500 mi l e  coast l i ne  supports fine  commerc ia l  a n d  
sports fish ing. C u b a  has i ron,  copper, chrome a n d  man
ganese deposits; a lso fi ne  marble .  There a re tropica l for
ests of p ines and  ha rdwoods, and interest ing wi l d l ife. I n  
the mounta in  a reas, which  a re re lat ive ly i naccess ib le, 
peaks r ise over 6000 feet. About 2000 mi les of roads a re 
paved.  Use extra care i n  d riv ing and reserve accommo
dations in advance.  Cuba is  n ow out o.f bounds for Un ited 
States citizens. 

Cuba-valley near Metan gas. FNB 



T H E  I N DUSTRIAL SOUTH is leap ing a head, especia l ly 
the southeast area. Unfortunately, the story of industry is 
difficu l t  to te l l ,  for our southeast reg ion i n c l udes on ly one 
state i n  f u l l ,  and  on ly parts of  t he  rema in i ng  s ix .  Hence 
the comp i lat ion of statistics is a l m ost impossib le .  The i n
dustria l  story of Flor ida ho lds genera l ly true for nearby 
parts of the coasta l p la in , thoug h it may not apply to neig h
boring states in  their  ent i rety. Here is  the story of F lor
ida 's economic g rowth and  deta i l s on  southeast i ndutsry. 

FLORIDA'S i n d ustr ia l  g rowth has paced 
her risi ng  popu lat ion ,  i ncreas i ng  72 per 
cent f rom 1 950 to 1 959.  I n  1 958, resi
dents had a tota l person a l  i ncome of  
mo re than $8 b i l l ion .  I n  1 959, more 
than 1 1  m i l l i on  tou rists spent more than 
$1  V2  b i l l ion  there and tota l ag ricu l tu ra l  
p rod uctio n  amo u n ted to $800 mi l l ion . 
Va lue  ad ded by man ufactu re i n  1 958 
was $1 V2 bi l l ion ,  w h i le minera l  p rod uc
t ion was near ly  $ 1 40 mi l l i o n .  Export 
commerce, sa les, se rvices, e lectric power, 
comme rcia l  fish ing ,  l umberi ng  and naval  
sto res, and mi l ita ry i nsta l lat ions com
plete an imp ressive picture. 

Shippin g-Jacksonvil le, Florida. FNB 



MAJOR SOUTH EAST 
I N DUSTRI ES 

TOU RISM i s  the reg ion 's  ma jor  i nd ustry. 
Attracted by the c l imate, scenery, sports a n d  
wi ld l ife, a b o u t  ten m i l l i on  visitors fi n d  their 
way here every year .  

AGR I C U LTURE,  lon g  the backbone of this 
region, n ow has  a new look in  the form of 
h u g e  corporate farms, g iant  citrus  cooper
atives and modern machines a n d  methods. 
C itrus  leads  in F lor ida,  with over 200 m i l
l ion bushels h a rvested yearly .  To the n orth, 
cotton i s  sti l l  ki ng, though  soy beans, pea
n uts, tobacco and corn he lp  d iversify farm
ing. Coasta l Louis ia na is  our main rice a rea.  
Peca ns  and tu n g  trees p rovide n uts for food 
a nd chemica l use. F i na l ly, the g rowi n g  of 
winte r  vegetab les and flowers for northern 
ma rkets i s  stead i ly i ncreasi n g . 

LIVESTOCK is g rowin g  in i mportance too, 
and  F lor ida now r a n ks 1 3th in cattle p ro
duction .  Bra h m a n  catt le  and other p u rebred 
stock h ave imp roved southern he rds. New 
pasture g rasses and better feeds mean in
creased meat. The m i ld cli mate favors pou l
try (Georgia fryers a re famous) and  egg 
production .  

LUMBER is  bei n g  cu t  i ncreasi ng ly, but  plant
ing a n d  seed ing  a re conserv ing southern 
forests. Some cyp ress a n d  much p i ne  a re cut  
for l umber .  More p ine  goes  i nto t ies  a n d  
po les, p u lp for pa per, cardboard and  for 
chem ica l use. 

MINE RALS mined i n  this  reg ion  inc lude o i l , 
sa l t  a n d  su lfu r  a lo n g  the western Gu lf  a n d  
clay i n  F lor ida a n d  Georgia .  F lorida h a s  
rich deposits of phosphate rock, used for 
ferti l izer a n d  in chemical  prod ucts. 

COMMERCIAL FISHING is wel l  established 
a l l  a long the lon g  coastl ine-for m u llet, 
menhaden  a n d  snapper. S h rimping  i s  con 
centrated i n  th is  a rea,  too, a n d  sport fish ing  
i s  a major  i nd ustry i n  itself. 
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S H A D OWS O F  EA R LY D AYS 

Europeans may have seen this reg ion a s  ear ly as  1500 
but exp loration d id  not beg in  unt i l  Juan Ponce de Leon 
landed in  Apr i l ,  1 5 1 3, and  named th is land  F lorida . I n  
the century that fo l l owed, Spain ,  F rance and  Eng land 
founded sett lements a long the coast and  pushed i n land  
(deta i ls on  pp.  26-27) . They fought with the I nd ians  and  
with each  other  to  estab l ish a fi rm ho ld  on tne  New World.  
Miss ions were erected,  forts were bui l t, and trad ing posts 
grew into sett lements and cities. By the time the American 
co lon ists had won their i ndependence, Georgia and South 
Caro l i na  were ready to become part of the th i rteen origi
nal states .  I t  took the Louis iana Pu rchase, a wa r with 
England a n d  a near-war with Spa in to br ing the rest of 
this a rea with in the Un ited States orb it. 

The map shows the pr inc ipa l early settlements and forts, 
the routes of exp lorers, the I n dia n tr ibes a t  the time of 
their fi rst contact with Europeans  and other h istor ica l  data . 
F lo r ida, in  a 1 7 1 4  Dutch at las, was shown to extend  west 
to the Rockies and  north to Ca pe Hatteras .  The present  
boundaries were set  before F lor ida became a state. 

J I 
I , 
I 



..... ••• Indian Trails 
Scale of miles 

r T i 3l Y •o ·r ISO 
I 

25 



26 

Spanish 
1513-1763 
1783-1821 

French 
1562; 1564-65 
1699-1763 

F L A G S  OVE R T H E  SO U T H E AST 

H I STORICAL TIMET ABLE 

Great Brita in 
1763-1783 

1 5 1 3  Ponce de Le6n lands in F lorida and  names it 
1 52 1 -28 Severa l attempts at co lon ization unsuccessful 
1 539-4 1 De Soto exp lores most of Southeast 
1 562 Jean Ribaut exp lores coast; Ft. Caro l ine bu i l t  

. 1 565 Spa n ish  take Ft. Caro l i ne  and  massac re F rench; 
St. August ine  founded by Menendez 

1 568 Francis  Drake burns and  loots St. Augustine 
1 573- 1 679 F ranciscans bu i ld  cha in  of  Catho l ic m iss ions 
1 670 Char leston, S.C. ,  sett led under  Eng l i sh grant 
1 672 Casti l l o  de San Marcos built at St. Augustine  
1 682 La Sa l l e  sa i l s  down the Mississ ipp i  to its mouth 
1 699 French sett le  at Mobi le and B i l oxi 
1 7 1 8  New Or leans begun by French under de Bienvi l le 
1 733 Og lethorpe and Brit ish Co lon ists land at Savannah  
1 762 France cedes Louisia na to Spain  
1 763 Spain  g ives F lorida to Brit ish for Havana 
1 776-78 Revol ut ionary War in South-Savannah  taken 
1 783 Brita i n  trades F lor ida to Spa in for Ba hamas 
1 785- 1 82 1  Border disputes between Spain and  U .S. 
1 788 Georgia and South Carolina  ratify constitution 
1 800 Spain cedes Louis iana back to F rance 
1 803 Louis iana Purchase: U .S. gets Miss iss ipp i  bas in  



Confederate 
1861-1865 

18 1 2  louis iana  adm itted to the Un ion 
1 8 1 7  Mississ ipp i  becomes the 20th state 
1 8 1 9  A labama admitted to the Un ion 

u.s. 
1865-1959 

1 82 1  U.S.  gets East and  West F l or ida from Spa i n  
1 835-42 Second Sem ino le  War i n  F lor ida 
1 845 F l or ida adm itted to the Un ion-the 27th state 
1 860-65 Secess ion . Civi l War carr ied i nto South 
1 867-77 Era of m i l ita ry ru le  and  "carpetbagging"  
1 868 Ku  K l ux K lan founded in  South Caro l i na 
1 886 F lag le r  ra i l road and  deve lopment program begins 

at St .  Augustine  
1 888 Phosphate rock deposits d iscovered in F l orida 
1 898 Southern ports g row, because of Spa n .  Amer. War 
1 9 1 4  F i rst commercia l a i r l ine, Tam pa to St. Petersburg 
1 925-26 Boom and Bust i n  Florida rea l estate 
1 927 large-sca le  suga r p lant ing begun;  great F lor ida 

h urr icanes, 1 926-28 
1 940 Southern paper and  pu lp  industry gets under way 
1 94 1 -45 Wor ld  War I I  br ings new i ndustry a n d  many 

m i l ita ry estab l ishments to  the  South 
1 950 C itrus i ndustry boosted by frozen concentrates. 

Savanna h River Atom ic Project begun  
1 955 Supreme Court desegregation rulings  announced 
1 957 Worst winter h its F l or ida. 

F lor ida turnpike in  operation 
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to tem pole 

pipe 

shel l  scoop 

P r e h i storic tools and objects 

I NDIANS were living in the Southeast for perhaps 10,000 
years before the Europeans came. Of the first Indians very 
little is known. They undoubtedly hunted and killed large 
bison, camels, mastodons, and other now extinct animals. 
later Indians left tremendous piles of fresh- and salt-water 
shells (middens). These and early village sites yield scant 
remains of bone, shell and stone tools. Still later the Indians 
buried their dead in specially built mounds and, after 
agriculture became well established, built large platform 
mounds for religious ceremonies. Some ceremonial mounds 
had the shape of animals. Others had buildings on top. A 
number of mounds have been excavated scientifically, 
yielding pottery, tools, and burials-usually simple and 
with the bodies in a flexed position. 

Early explorers found several different Indian groups 
in South Florida (see map, pp. 24-25). These people 
hunted, fished and gathered shellfish. The largest group, 
the Calusa, were a warlike tribe of 3000 or more (in 1 650). 
They were excellent boatmen, who made trips as far as 



Excavation by Florida State Museum . 

Cuba.  By the 1800s on ly a few hundred were left in 
F lorida .  Some jo ined the Semino les and went to Ok lahoma 
with them. Others probab ly  went to Cuba.  One sma l l  
group, the Tekesta, were the orig ina l  inhabitants o f  Miam i. 

I n  northern F lor ida, the agricu ltura l tr ibes were better 
off. They had la rger  v i l lages, g reater wea lth, and Spanish 
aid. The Tim ucua and the Apa lachee were the most pow
erfu l groups .  The former tota led about 1 3,000 in 1 650. 
But in less than a century, d isease and warfare wiped out 
near ly a l l  the North F lorida I nd ians .  A few survivors may 
have jo ined the Semino les about 1 7  40. Others dr ifted 
southward and  m ig rated to Cuba in 1 763. 

Farther west a long the Gu lf, the Choctaw were the 
largest and most important tr ibe. The C hoctaw were a l 
ways at peace with the Un ited States and  deve loped their 
own model government. These agr icu ltura l I ndians num
bered about  20,000 a century ago. Many moved west 
a long the Gu lf .  Others went to Oklahoma. There a re sti l l  
severa l hundred Choctaw i n  Louis iana and  Mississ ippi.  

29 
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THE S EMI N O L ES, best
known Southeast I ndians, 
a re actu a l ly newcomers to 
F lor ida . Or igin a l ly i n hab i
tants of Georgia, they were 
part of the C reek Confeder
acy. Attracted by the good 
agricu l tura l l and  i n  North 
F lor ida, these I ndians  be
gan to turn southward in 
the 1 700s, after the  agricu l -

. tura l  I nd ians  of northern 
F lor ida had been decimat
ed by disease a n d  war and  
by t he  destruction of the 
Spanish m1ss1ons  where 

FNB many l ived and  worked . 
Osceola -from a n  old p rint. 

About 1 750, one  Creek 
g roup, the Oconee, m ig rated south and sett led  in northern 
F lor ida .  Later, the Muskogee and other Creeks joined 
them, and together  these peop le  became the Semino les. 
They grew corn, hun ted, raised catt le ,  p igs and chickens, 
got a long we l l  with the Spanish and the English .  

For  fifty yea rs t he  Sem ino les prospered and  g rew pow
erfu l .  But  after the U n ited States took  over F lor ida in 1 82 1 , 
trouble began .  The  Semino les harbored runaway s laves, 
and  the sett lers invaded I nd ian  la nds. By 1 835 there was 
open warfa re, and  dur ing the next seven years the Semi
no les were pushed south into the wi ld  Everg lades. Their  
v i l l ages were burned and their leader, Osceo la, was taken 
by treachery. The Sem ino les responded with gueri l l a  war
fa re and  a mbush .  Eventua l ly most were ca ptured or  sur· 
rendered.  These were sent west to I n d ia n  Terr itory (Ok la
homa), where they have s ince done we l l .  



dol ls 

woman man 

leg 

rattle 

On ly a few hundred Sem ino les rema ined deep in  the 
Everg lades. These scattered bands never surrendered. 
Now, about 900 of them live on or nea r their reservations 
(p .  1 29) .  Men a re farmers, catt lemen,  l umbermen and 
construction workers. Women sew co lorfu l garments and  
make a rtic les fo r  tour ists . O lde r  Sem ino les c ling to  their 
o ld ways. Younger  men try to fit into newer ways of life, 
thoug h th is is not  easy. Each year, towa rd the end of J une, 
Semino le  fami l ies gather for their most im porta nt  cer
emony-the Green Corn Dance. This i s  a lso the occasion 
when tr iba l matters a re discussed, prob lems a re ironed 
out, officers a re e lected and justice is adm inistered in  the 
o ld triba l way-a function that is recognized by F lorida 
law-enforcement officials. 

m o d e l  canoe 

ballstick 
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Castillo de San Ma rcos -St. Augu stine, Florida .  
FNB 

THE SPA N I SH, F R ENCH A N D  ENGLISH exp lored and  
sett led F lo rida-an a rea m uch larger than  t he  present 
state . Spain came fi rst, i n  1 5 1 3, with Ponce de Le6n search
ing for go ld  and a founta i n  of youth i n  fabu lous  B im i n i .  
Na rvaez, de  Soto, and  de  Luna fo l lowed.  I n  1 565, after 
French H ug uenots under  Jea n  Ribaut had exp lored the 
area and sett led at Ft. Caro l i ne  on  the St .  Joh ns, Spa in  
estab lished a permanent  base at  St .  Augustine .  That year  
they s laug htered the F rench  i n  co ld blood, and ended 
F rench sett lements i n  F lorida . 

Spa n ish fr iars sta rted a cha in  of m iss ions across North  
F lor ida, and  the fort at St. August ine  g rew i nto a sett le
ment. By 1 6 1 5  there were twenty m issions .  P lants and  
an ima ls were in troduced. The  m issions and  the I nd ians  
prospered. Meanwhi le, Eng land  watched the Southeast. 
From sett lements in Virg in ia and the Caro l i nas, troops and  
I n d i an  a l l ies pushed south. T he  next 50  years were a per iod 
of border raids a nd wa r. 



About th is  t ime, the French  worked down the Missi -:sipp i .  
La  Sa l le attem pted a Gu l f  sett lement i n  1 685.  Spa i n  cou n
tered with a fort at  Pensacola . France bu i l t  at B i l ox i ,  and  
i n  1 7 1 8  at New Or leans .  I n  1 7 1 9, Pensaco la fe l l  t o  F ra nce. 

The Eng l i s h  and  the i r  C reek I nd i an  a l l i es destroyed the 
Span ish m issio ns between 1 702 and  1 704. Trouble con
t in ued a long the Ca ro l ina border, and George I I  i nv ited 
more by perm itt i ng James Og lethorpe to sett l e Georg ia i n  
1 733.  War w i th  Spa i n  began  i n  1 739. Og lethorpe invaded 
F lo rida,  and  the Spa n ish fleet a tta cked Georg ia .  After an 
uncerta i n  peace ( 1 7  48- 1 76 1  ) ,  Eng land  conq uered Ha
va na , and  two yea rs la ter  traded it back  for  a l l  of  F lor ida . 

With the Amer ican Revo l utiona ry War,  loya l i sts moved 
south .  There were ra ids  and  counter-ra id s  between "Rang
ers" and  "Patr iots . " I n the treaty of  Par i s  ( 1 783)  Eng land  
gave F lo r ida  back to  Spa in  i n  return  fo r  t he  Ba ha mas.  
With i n  a decade the Un ited States was again expand ing .  
By  1 82 1 , a l l  of F lor ida was  under the Sta rs and  Str ipes. 

W EST FLQ R I DA 

British Crown colonies of East a n d  West Florida i n  

1 764. East Florida remained u ncon q uered d u rin g 
the Revolutionary wa r. 
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Acqu i red by Treaty of 1795 

II Occu pied by U .S. in  1 8 1 0  

Occu pied by U .S .  in  1 8 1 3 

Acq uired by Treaty of 1 82 1  

THE AMER I CAN SOUTHEAST dates 
back to the end of the Revo lutionary War, 
with Georgia and  South Caro l ina both rati-

/ 
! 

fying the new constitution in 1 788 .  After unsuccessfu l  at
tem pts at pu rchase i n  1 803 and 1 805, we acq u i red F lor ida 
by stages; these are shown at  the top of the page. The 
formation of the "Repub l i c  of West F lor ida," with i ts lone 
Star flag, and the encouragement of rebe l l ion  aga inst 
Spain he l ped. The louis iana Purchase of 1 803 brought the 
western Gulf  a rea and  m uch more land under  our contro l .  
For most of the South, the first ha l f  of the n i neteenth cem
tury was a period of sett lement, growth and  heated pol it
ica l comprom ise. South Caro l ina seceded in 1 860 and 
with in months civi l war had begun .  Wa r brought b lockade, 
privation and  d isrup>tion .  And the end of the war did not 
br ing re l ief. There fo l lowed a long period of m i l itary occu
pation ,  spo l iat ion and economic co l l apse. I t  was not unt i l  
1 875- 1 900 that  recovery was wel l under way. 

Vis itors who want to understand th is  region shou ld  take 
the time to deve lop a h istorica l perspective of the past, 
from which present prob lems have come. 



MORE I N FORMAT I O N  

The  Southeast i s  so b ig  and  varied that t he  reader may 
wa nt a more com p lete introduct ion to the region, its h i story 
and  its people .  If so, try some of the fo l lowing .  Books on 
natura l h i s tory are l isted i n  the sections  on geo logy, p lants 
and  an ima ls .  

A m e r i c a n  G u i d e  Seri e s  g ives a r i c h  backg rou nd ,  state by state, 
p l u s  specific (th o u g h  dated) i n format ion on  travel a n d  s ights .  A l l  were 
written by the Federal  Writers Project. 

LO U I S I A N A, Hasti ngs H ouse, N .Y., 1 94 1  
ALABA M A, H a st ings  House, N .Y., 1 94 1  
M I S S I S S I P P I ,  H asti ngs  House, N .Y., 1 949 
F L O R I DA, Oxford U n iv .  P ress, N .Y., 1 939 
G E O RG I A, Tupper and Love, At la nta, 1 954 
SoUTH C A R O L I N A, Oxford U n iv. P ress, N .Y.,  1 949 

T H E  F LO R I D A H A N D BO O K, Morr is .  Pen insu lar  Pub .  Co . ,  Tal la hassee, F la . ,  
1 957. A factua l  and statistical refe rence, packed with information .  

F L O R I DA, A. Hepbu rn .  Houghton Mifflin ,  Boston,  1 956. Th i s  well
orga n i zed to u rist gu ide  to s ig hts, p laces, food, lodg i n g  and th ings  
to do covers the state, sect ion by sect ion .  

T H E  C U RV I N G  S H O R E ,  L .  Ormerod.  H a rper, N .Y. , 1 957. A n  i n te resti n g  a n d  
readab le  descript ion of  t h e  G u l f  coast from Brownsv i l le to Key West. 

F L O R I DA, LAN D OF C H A N G E, K.  H a n n a .  U n iv. of N. C a ro l i n a  Press, C h a pel  
H i l l , 1 949. A scho la rly, h istor ica l  accoun t  of the g rowth of the  state. 

F L O R I D A ' s  S E M I N O L E I N D I A N S ,  W. Ne i l l. Ross A l l en ' s  Repti le  l nst., S i lver 
Spr ings, F la . ,  1 956. A short, readab le  acco u n t  of the Semino les. 

T H E  I N D I A N S  OF T H E  S O U T H EAST E R N  U N I T E D  STAT ES,  J. R .  Swa nton.  B u r . 
Amer.  Eth .  Bu l l .  1 37; G .P .O.,  Wash ington, D . C ., 1 946. The best and  
most complete acco u nt of I nd i a n  l ife of the reg ion .  

T H E  S E M I N O L E I N D I A N S, S .  B leeker . Morrow, N.Y., 1 954. A profi le of the  
Seminole way of l i fe  for  younger  readers. 

T H E  E V E R G L A D E S ,  R I V ER OF G RASS,  M. S. Doug las. R i neha rt, N .Y., 1 947. 
The h i sto ry a n d  l ife of the far South .  R ivers o f  Amer. Ser ies. 

F LO R I DA U N D E R  F I V E  F LAGS,  R.  W. Patr ick.  U n iv. of F l o r ida Press, Gai nes
v i l l e, Fla., 1 946. A popu la r  h i story of old and new Flor ida by a top 
loca l authority. 

F i ct ion g ives an added d i mension in u ndersta nd i ng  a region . Some 
famous  wri te rs have w ritten of this country in a reveali n g  way. Try 
these books a n d  others :  
BAREFOOT MA I L M A N ,  Theodore Pratt; THE YEA R L I N G  and SO U T H MooN 

U N D ER, Marjor ie  Rawl i ngs; B R I G H T  F EAT H E R  and F LA M I N G O  RoAD,  Robert  
Wilder; C R U N C H  AND D e s ,  Ph i l ip  Wyl ie .  

SUN PRAIRIE ELEMENTARY SCHOOl 35 



• 
\ 

ami 

The p resent  Sou theast and the s u b merged Florida P lateau.  

L A N D  F R O M  T H E S E A  

FLORI DA and the nearby Southeast a re pa rt of a great 
p lateau (as shown above), two-th i rds of which is  now be
low the sea. The core of th is p lateau is  o l d, hard, a l tered 
rock, l i ke that of the Piedmont and  B l ue Ridge Mounta ins. 
None of it comes t6 the surface i n  th is reg ion .  I t  is buried 
over half a m i le i n  northern F l or ida and m uch deeper to 
the south.  For  the past hundred m i l l ion  yea rs, sed iments, 
main ly  c lay, sand  and  l ime, have been coveri ng  this o l d  
core. A t  t imes t he  F l or ida p lateau has been above water. 
More often the area has been who l ly or part ly submerged . 
Then the sha l low border seas were s l owly fi l led with sand 
washed down from the north or  with l ime  deposited by 
mar ine p lants and a n ima ls .  

A cross section th rou g h  cen tra l Flo rida ( below) shows the d�min g 
from east to west. To the west the you n ge r  depo sits have been 

Ceda r  Keys \ P liocene ? 
36 P leistocene 

E O C E N E 



Some 35 m i l l ion  years ago, 
when th is a rea was above water, 
a s low steady pressure domed 
up  the rocks of centra l F lor ida 
severa l hund red feet, a s  shown 
below. S ince then th is a rea has 
been submerged severa l t imes.  
Each submergence is  marked by 
the formation of new deposits 
with character ist ic types of foss i l s .  
One format ion, formed about 1 0 
m i l l ion yea rs ago-probably at 
the mouth of an a ncient r iver
conta i n s  a va l uab le concentrat ion 
of phosphates. Dur i ng  the past 20 
m i l l ion  years F lor ida has  been 
ma i n ly e levated .  The rock at the 
su rface has  a ltered to red loam 
and sandy soi l .  Dra inage pat
terns  have deve loped, a nd many 
lakes have formed . 

Present  shorelin e and shoreline 

1 00 to 200 thousand years ago. 

., 
During the ice ages of the past m i l l ion  yea rs, the level 

of the sea has r i sen and fa l len .  Beca use F lor ida and the 
coasta l p la i n  is  flat, th is has  meant  a g reat change in  the 
tota l land a rea . Above is a diag ram of the F lor ida shore 
l i ne  at  a t ime between  I ce Ages, when the sea level  was 
h igh .  S i nce southern F lor ida i s  espec ia l ly low and  flat it 
is i n terest ing to specu late on  poss ib le changes in the shore 
l i ne  wh ich may come about if the wor ld c l imate becomes 
s l ig ht ly wa rmer  or co lder dur ing the next century or so. 

worn away more,  and the older  Eocene rocks  a re ex posed on the 
su rface. The  ve rtica l sca le of this cross section is exa g g erated.  

L I M E S T O N E S 
P liocene P l eistocene 

Mioce n e  
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T H E  AG E OF T H E  ROCKS of the coasta l p l a i n  var ies 
from about one  to s ixty m i l l ions  years . A l l  the  rock is sedi
mentary, fo rmed ma in ly  under water from materia l s  
washed down from nea rby land  or  from l ime  taken from 
the sea by p l ants a nd  a n ima ls .  Sed iments s i nk  s lowly to the 
bottom, form ing layers. The layers deposited at the mouths 
of r ivers d iffer from those fo rmed i n  q u iet l agoons .  Layers 
fo rmed c lose to s hore d iffer from those fo rmed in  deeper 
water. Older l ayers may be com p lete ly bu r ied by younger 
rock, or come to the surface fa rther i n l and .  The s low fi l l i ng 
of the Gu l f  bas in  is  t i lt ing F lo r ida, ra i s ing and  eroding the 
west coast more than the east .  Hence, more o lder  rocks a re 
exposed a long the west coast. 

Geol . t ime 
d ivis ions 

Recent 
P le istocene 

C E NOZO IC 
P l iocene  

Miocene 

Ol igocene 

Eocene  

Paleocene  
MESOZO I C  

PALEOZO I C  

The Story o f  the E a rth i n  the Southeast 

Mi l l ions  of 
years ago 

. 0 1  
1 

1 1  

30 

40 

58 

60 
60-200 

200-500 

Life of the tim es 

Muck, coral; modern p lants a n d  a nima ls  . 
Glaciers a dvance a n d  retreat. Great lakes 
and present rivers form.  Modern m a n  d e
velops. South F lo rida rocks form.  
F ina l  u p l i ft of western mts .  Animal  l i fe 
practica l ly modern .  F lor ida phosphate 
beds form a n d  other a l l uvi a l  deposits. 
E levation  of  the Alps, H ima layas a nd 
othe r  mountains .  Grasses a n d  modern 
p la nts d evelop.  R ise of th ree-toed horses 
and other  grazi n g  a n i ma l s. 
Bad lands  form i n  West; w ide  southern 
submergence and l ime  deposits. Develop
ment of pr imi tive g razers; fi rst monkeys. 
Extensive i n te rio r seas. O i l  s ha les fo rm. 
Five-toed horses and other  pr i mitive g ra z
ers. Widespread Oca la l imestone formed. 
A b rief transit ion period from Mesozoic. 
Age of repti les; fi rst bi rds; many sha l low 
seas. Rocks of th is  age u n d er l ie  Southeast. 
Widespread seas with s imple  mar ine  l i fe.  
F i rst vertebrates. Some rocks h igh ly a l 
tered. None exposed i n  Southeast. 



sta ghorn 
coral 

L I M ESTO N E  A N D  C O RAL a re re lated,  thoug h o n ly a 
very sma l l  part of the  l imestone, wh i ch  u n der l ies a l l  of 
F l or ida a n d  much  of the a d jo in i ng  p l a i n ,  i s  of cora l o rig i n .  
Extens ive depos its o f  l ime  have formed i n  these s ha l low 
seas s ince Eocene  t ime (58 m i l l ion  yea rs ago) . Much of i t  
i s  from the she l l s of foram i n ifera-microscopic a n ima l s  
wh ich  l ived by  the  bi l l ion s  i n  the  wa rm waters .  Many 
k inds of m o l l usks added the i r  rema in s  to t he  l imestone . 
L ime-secret ing a lgae formed deposits, too .  

Cora l a n ima l s  produce l imestone  a lso, and cora l co l 
on ies ca n be found  a long  a l l  F l or ida coasts, but especia l l y  
i n  t he  F l or ida Keys.  T he  u pper keys a re a n  an cient  reef, 
on wh ich  new cora l rock i s  consta nt ly form ing .  Cora l ske l 
etons  a re attractive, but  l i v ing cora l i s  even more so .  

Where beds of l imestone  are now c lose to the s u rface, 
ra i n  water perco la t i ng  through d isso lves the rock a long  
cra cks and  fi ssu res. Caves may form .  The i r  roofs may  co l 
l apse, mak ing  s i nkho les . These often become  l a kes . Unde r
g round water i s  abundant  i n  hum id l imestone  reg ions .  

F o r  m ore a bout  Southeastern g e o l og y, rea d: 
PHYS IOGRAPHY O F  EASTERN  U .S . ,  N .  M. Fennem a n .  McGraw-H i l l ,  1 938 . . 
G EOLOGY O F  F LOR I DA, C .  W. C ooke .  F la .  Geo l .  Su r. , Ta l l a hassee,  1 945. 
NATU RAL  FEATU RES  OF S .  F L O R I DA, J.  H .  Davis. F la .  Geol .  S u r. ,  1 943. 
Dow N TO EARTH, C. G. C roneis  and W. Krumbe i n .  U n iv. of C h icag o  

Press, C h icago, 1 936. 
ROC KS AND M I N ERALS, H.  S .  Z im and P.  R.  Shaffer .  Go lden  P ress, N.Y. , 

1957. 
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FOSSI LS a re the remains  or imprin ts of l iv ing th i ngs 
preserved in  the rocks. Most of the Southeastern l ime
stones a re r ich i n  fossi l s-main ly of mar i ne  a n ima l s .  They 
are eas i ly  co l l ected in  roa dcuts and  qua rries a nd a long 
cana l  ban ks-see Geology o f  Florida (p .  39) for  deta i l s  
of  format ions and locat ions. The  o ldest rocks conta i n  foss i l s  
most d ifferent  f rom the an ima l s  of today.  In  the more re
cent rocks ( P l iocene and  P l e istocene) a re foss i l s  identica l 
or very s im i l a r  to l iv ing species. I n  recent rocks, the she l l s  
o f  mar ine  an ima l s  a re preserved in tact; i n  o l der  rocks, they 
may have d isso lved, and on ly a mo ld  or cast ( impress ion)  
rema ins .  

Some Southeastern loca l it ies y ie ld  bones of land a ni
ma ls .  The o ldest (Miocene) is the Thomas Farm format ion .  
Next is  the Bone Va l ley formation of m ixed mar ine  and 
land  foss i l s  (Miocene to P l iocene) .  The Me lbourne beds 
conta i n  P le istocene an ima l fossi l s-inc l ud i ng  mastodons, 
mam moths, g ian t  cats and ,  possibly, pr im itive man .  

Pota mides 

Fossil shel ls several mi l l ion years old-from Florida. 

Sea ph el la 



MI N E RAL R ESO U RC ES of the Southeast a re rich, though 
meta l s  a re in meager supp ly. A long the coast of  Texas 
and Lou isia na, sa lt domes have concentrated g reat de
posits of s u lfu r  (a n n ua l  production ove r 5 mi l lion tons) 
and a lmost u n l imited reserves of salt .  Some sa l t  domes 
a l so y ie ld o i l , a n d  we l ls have been s u n k  in the tida l  
marshes and  offshore .  Centra l F lor ida produces near ly  1 0  
mil l io n  tons  of phosphate rock annua l ly, with h ig h-c lass 
reserves of 2 bi l lion tons  more. Limestone  is availab le for 
road bu i l ding, construction and cement.  C lays in the coast
a l  be l t  yie ld  brick a n d  t i le .  Some of the d a rk sands  of past 
and p resent F l or ida beaches have concentrations  of meta l 
l ic o res from which thor ium, titanium and  zircon ca n be 
obtained. 

The two most important minera l resources of the South
east a re soi l  and water. The g round -water s upp ly has  
been suffic ient  for  industry, domestic use and agricu ltu re, 
but n ow la rge we l l s near the sea show sa lt water infi ltra 
tion .  So i l ,  wh i l e  genera l ly poor, can be maintained and 
even im proved by good farming pract ices. 

4 1  
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GEN ERAL SO IL  TYPES 
IN TH E SOUTH EAST 

SOIL in the Southeast varies consider
ab ly. Much southern p ine land is on 
l ig ht, sandy soi l ,  lying on a dark hard
pan (ye l low on  the map) .  I t  has l itt le  or
gan ic matter a n d  is good on ly for pas
ture. Occasiona l ly this so i l  is loamy, and 
then  i t  i s  exce l lent  for potatoes. An
other sandy soi l  (brown on map) a lso 
covers wide areas. This  is l ig ht-ye l l ow-
ish, b rown or g ray. When proper ly ferti l ized, it g rows 
near ly a l l  F lor ida c itrus and,  to the north, produces cotton, 
tobacco a n d  pean uts. Bog soi l s  (green) a re ma i n ly a long 
the coasts. These peats and mucks are of l itt le va lue ex
cept when d ra ined.  Then they a re fine  for suga r cane and  
winter vegetab les. South F lorida is rock land  ( red) which, 
when scar ified and  ferti l ized, g rows subtrop ic  fruits and  
winter vegetab les .  The  a l l uvia l so i l  ( lavender) ·  o f  the  Mis
s iss ippi  and  other river va l l eys is i n herent ly fert i l e  and  
va luab le  when we l l  d ra ined. A band  o f  da rk  soi l (p ink) 
over a l ime  c lay in  Louis iana and  Texas grows rice-other 
crops when drained.  F ina l ly, a fi ne, s i lty, easi ly eroded 
loam (not i l l ustrated ) para l l e l  to the Mississ ipp i  a l l uv i um, 
is exce l lent for many crops. The yie ld  of most Southern 
so i l s  can be improved by fert i l izers. 



RIVERS, LAKES A N D  SPRI N GS mark the Southeast. 
Ma jor rivers (see pp. 24 and  25) were im portant  in ear l ier 
days when sha l low-d raft steamers brought cotton a nd to
bacco down to the head of sa lt-water navigation . Now 
rivers provide water and  power for i ndustry. Lakes are 
numerous i n  Centra l F l or ida, wh ich reputed l.y has 30,000. 
La rgest is Lake Okeechobee-700 square m i l es, the sec
ond- largest freshwater lake with in  the U .S .  

F lor ida's porous l imeston e, wh ich perm its free move
ment of underground water, creates many spr ings. Their  
tota l flow of water is over four b i l l ion ga l lons  a day, two 
and  a ha l f  b i l l ions  coming from 1 7  "fi rst mag n itude" 
springs. Some a re l i sted be low: 

Springs 
Si lver Spr ings  
Ra i n bow Spr ings  
lchatuckee Spr ings  
Homosassa Spr ings  
Wa ku l l a  Spr ing  
River S ink  
Ma natee Spr ings 
B l ue  Spr ings  

Weeki Wachee Spr i ng  
Natura l  Br idge 
Alexa nder  Spr ing  

Location 
5m N E  Oca la 
4m NE D u n ne l l o n  
5 m  N E  H i l d reth 
1 m  W H omosassa 
1 4m S Ta l lahassee 
1 2m SW Ta l l ahassee 
7m W C h iefl a n d  
5 m  N E  Marian n a  
1 2m SW B rooksvi l l e  
6m E Woodvi l l e  
6m SW Astor 

F l ow 
(cu. ft. per sec.} 

808 
699 
335  
1 85 
1 83 
1 78 
1 68 
1 63 
1 60 
1 24 
1 1 7 
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� P L A NT L I FE 

WH ITE SPI D E R  L I L I E S  a re na
tive. Several species have stamens 
con nected by a membrane. Leaves 
l ike ama ryl l is, a related p lant.  

RED SPI D E R  L I LY, from the 
Orient, is widely p lanted. F lowers 
with long stamens  appear in  fa l l .  
Sometimes 6 ft. h igh .  

PLANT LIFE is richest and most outsta nding in  the south
east coasta l p la in .  Over 9000 species of flowering p lants 
a re native here. F lor ida has over 300 species of native 
trees, dozens  of wh ich g row nowhere e l se .  In add ition ,  
many hundreds of  fore ign species have been p lanted. 
Nowhere e lse ca n one see so many d ifferent p lants from 
Asia, Africa, Austra l ia  and the American tropics g rowing 
in  the open . Th i s  reg ion a lso boasts many k inds of  u n usua l  
ferns, mosses and  other non-flowering plants. The books 
l isted be low wi l l  g ive you more he lp  in identifying plants. 
You can he lp  others e n joy our p lant  l ife by obeying a l l  
state conservation laws. 

For more about Southeastern pla nts, read: 

FLOWERS, H .  S .  Zi m and A. C .  Marti n .  Golden Press, N .Y., 1 950. 
TREES, H .  S. Zim and A. C. Marti n .  Golden P ress, N.Y. ,  1 956. 
FLOWERS OF  T H E  SouTH ,  W. F .  Greene and H .  L. B lomqu i st; U n iv.  of N. 

C a ro l i na Press, C hapel  H i l l , 1 953. 
F LO R I DA WILD FLOWERS, M. E .  F .  Ba ke r. Macmi l l an ,  New York, 1 938 . 
THE  NAT IVE  TREES  OF F LO R I DA, West and  Arno ld .  U n iv .  of F l or ida Press, 

Gainesvi l l e ,  1 956. 
FLORA OF T H E  SouTH EASTERN U N I T ED  STATES, J. K .  Sma l l .  The Author, New 

York, 1 933.  
FERNS O F  THE SOUTH EASTERN U N ITED  STATES, J .  K. Sma l l , Sc ience Press, 

Lancaster, Pa. , 1 938 .  
LAN DSCAPE PLANTS  FOR FLOR IDA H O M ES, Watkins .  F l o rida Dept. of Ag ri 

cu ltu re, Ta l lahassee, 1 955. 
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BALD CYPRESS, though a con ifer, sheds its th in ,  flat
tened l eaves in winter. Recognize this tree by the hem lock
l ike leaves, by the rounded, one- inch cones which form in 
late summer, and by the stra ight trunk, often swo l l en  and  
buttressed at t he  base. Bark gray to b rown ,  th in  and  
shaggy. Con i ca l  or flattened "knees" g row u p  from the 
roots. Ba ld  Cypress is an  exce l lent t imber tree, g rowing  
over a hund red feet h igh . The  wood i s  durab le  and resists 
rott ing.  It is found a long lake marg ins  and  i n  swam ps, 
where it has been extensive ly cut for l umber. Pond Cypress, 
a sma l ler var iety, has th in  twigs and  m i nute, sca ly leaves. 

Pond cypress 



LONGLEAF P I N E  has  long nee
d les ( 1 2  i n . )  i n  c lusters of  th ree, 
and l ong  (6 to 1 0  i n . )  spiked cones. 
Bark g ray, twigs heavy. Attractive 
you n g  t rees a re cut for C h ristmas 
decoration .  Wood h a rd, heavy. 

SHORTLEAF PI N E  o r  Yel low P ine, 
p rized southern t imber tree, has 
needles in c lusters of two or  th ree; 
sma l l  c l u stered cones; bark in 
scaly p lates-g ray to reddish.  P re
fers d ry, u p l a n d  soi l .  

P O N D  P I N E  i s  a sma l l e r  tree of 
swa mps a n d  sa ndy soi l .  Need les 
i n  th rees, 6 to 8 in. long .  Cones 
rou n d  when open,  2 to 3 i n . long .  
Bark  fu r rowed, reddish brown .  
Wood heavy, coarse. ..... 
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� SLASH PINE a lso p refers wet 
soils. With long leaf Pine it  p ro
d u ces g u m  a n d  tu rpent ine .  leaves 
8 to 1 2  in., in c lusters of two o r  
three. Cones 4 i n .  l ong, ova l ,  with 

... sma l l  spines.  Bark, d a rk g ray. 



RED CEDAR is a smal l ,  we l l 
shaped tree with risi ng branches 
and two distinct types of fo l iage 
-sharp and spreading on you ng 
trees; rounded, over lapping sca les 
on older. Fru i t, sma l l ,  pu rple.  

WHITE CEDAR is a l a rge tree 
of coasta l swamps with pointed, 
overlapping,  sca le-l i ke leaves and  
sma l l ,  rou nded, d ry fru its. Bark 
fibrous, reddish b rown; wood soft, 
even, close-g rai ned .  

LOBLOLLY P I N E  h a s  l o n g  needles 
i n  th rees, l i ke other ye l l ow pines . 
Cones a re narrow, 4 i n .  long,  per
sistent, with sma l l  spikes o n  sca les. 
Bark g ray, deeply furrowed . A 

..... fast-g rowin g  tree of sandy soi l . 

/ 
SAND P I N E  o r  Scrub Pine g roV:s 
ma in ly  i n  F lo rida sand dunes. 
Need les in twos, s lender, 3 i n .  
long.  Cones open chiefly after 
fi res; remain on tree for severa l 
yea rs. Used for paper pu lp .  
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LIVE OAK, a rounded,  spread i ng ma jest ic  tree, is a sym 
b o l  o f  t h e  Deep South.  Th i s  member o f  t h e  White Oak 
g roup has sweet, ed ib le, near ly-b lack acorns and ova l 
da rk-g reen leaves. These are often downy be low, and  
pers ist on  the tree through t he  winter. The  bark i s  gray, 
heavy and furrowed. Once va l ued for sh ip t imbers, live 
Oak is now used in  street and  ornamenta l  p lanting .  

LAUREL OAK, o f  t h e  B lack O a k  
g roup, h a s  bitter acorns that ma
tu re in  two years .  Leaves have 
wavy ma rgins  and  persist on the 
tree t i l l  spring .  Ta l l  (to 75 ft.) , 
with smooth dark  gray bark 
cracked into vertical furrows. 
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MYRTLE OAK is a shrubby tree 
{ ra rely over 30 ft. )  with short 
twisted branches. Forms deep 
thickets on dunes and d ry i nterior  
scrub la nds. Bark  th in ,  g ray to 
b rown .  T h ick, sh iny l eaves more 
rounded than La urel  o r  Live Oa ks. 



SOUTHERN RED OAK (Spanish 
Oak) has stout, smooth, dark 
twigs bear ing sh iny l eaves cov
ered with yel low h a i r  below. Vari 
ab le  leaves have 3 to 7 sharp 
lobes and  a wedge-shaped base. 
The sma l l  acorns mature in two 
yea rs. Bark r idged, nearly black.  

TU RKEY OAK g rows to 30 ft. 
Bark gray with deep furrows and 
ridges. Leaves l i ke oak above but  
wider and  with hairs on ly  at forks 
of veins.  They turn  crimson in 
fa l l  and hang on the tree al l  win
ter .  Turkey Oak prefers d ry, 
sandy soils. 

WATER OAK is a tree of swamps 
and moist meadows. I t  grows to 
75 ft. with la rge, risi ng branches. 
Bark smooth when young,  spl it
ti ng into flat p lates. Leaves round
ed, th ick, smooth o n  both sides. 
A short-l ived member  of the 
Black Oak group . Acorns  smal l .  

P O S T  O A K  is  a Midwestern oak 
occu rri ng ha l fway d own F lorida. 
Note the wide, heavy l eaves, 
ha i ry beneath.  Acorns matu re i n  
one season.  B a r k  gray-brown, 
sca ly.  Tree g rows to 75 ft . ,  but is  
smal ler i n  the South.  
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R I V E R  B I RCH is the most com
mon southern b i rch,  with reddish, 
papery bark.  F lowers a re catkins,  
fru i t  cone-l i ke .  P refe rs swa mps 
and rive r banks, north of the 
Suwan nee. He ight :  60 to 80 ft .  

RED MAPLE with g ray bark  
(brownish  when o ld er),  and  red 
twigs and  fru its, is colorful in fa ll. 
G rows 90 ft. h igh  with short, 
risin g  branches. Opposite leaves, 
with 3 to 5 lobes a n d  smal l  teeth. 

TULIPTREE,  a magno l ia ,  has u n
usua l  leaves a n d  large tu l ip- l i ke 
flowers. Grows to 1 00 ft. tal l  from 
Centra l  F lo r ida  north .  Note flat
tened buds  a n d  cone- l i ke fru its. 
Wood yellow, soft, easi ly worked. 

P E RSIMMON i s  fou n d  along roads 
i n  Southeast, often in th ickets. 
Leaves a l ternate, dark  g reen, 
smooth edges. Bark:  dark,  fu r
rowed . F ru i t :  orange-brown , ed ib le. 



FRINGETREE is sma l l ,  sometimes 
shru bby (ht. to 25 ft . )  with l a rge, 
th in ,  opposite leaves. F lowers (m 
spr ing)  are th in ,  white and 
drooping;  fru i t  smooth and b lack. 
From central F lor ida northward. 

SWE E T  GUM has star-shaped 
leaves somewhat l i ke maple, but 
a lternate, o n  corky twigs .  Fru it  i s  
a large horned ba l l .  Not re lated 
to Black Gum; prefers dr ier  soi l .  

P E CAN i s  a native hickory fou nd 
from the Gu lf  northward, and 
now cult ivated widely i n  the 
South.  Wood i nferior but  the n uts 
of pa pershe l l  va rieties a re exce l
lent. H t. to 1 20 ft. 

BLACK GUM common  except in  
S .  F lorida i s  a swam p  tree with 
short, i rreg u l a r  branches. Leaves 
a re a lternate, edges smooth . Bark 
i s  gray, with th ick r idges. Fru i t  
i n  pairs, dark b lue  and ova l .  



SOUTHERN MAGN OLIA is the 
best  known of the magno l ias  for 
wh ich  the South is  fa mous .  A tree 
60 to 80 ft. h igh ,  i t  has a heavy 
g ray tru n k, th ick twigs and  large, 
deep g reen leaves, rusty below. 
C reamy flowers of ear ly  summer 
mature i n to con ica l  fru i ts. 

BIG-LEAF MAG NOLIA occurs in  
isolated g roups  from western 
F lor ida northwa rd.  Leaves to 2 ft .  
long;  F lowers 8 to 1 2  i n . across. 
Tree to 30 ft. h igh ,  with g ray 
bark; g rows i n  open woods. F ru i t  
a lmost round ,  wi th  sma l l  open
i ngs; becomes red as i t  matures. 
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SWEET BAY i s  a sma l le r  magno
l ia ,  found  f rom F lo rida north .  I t  
p refers swamps a n d  river ban ks, 
where it reaches 60 ft. As with a l l  
magno l ias, leaves a re a lternate, 
and  s imp le .  Bay is s i lvery u n der
neath. F lower sma l l, wh i te, a n d  
fragrant. Bark  smooth and  g ray. 

C H I NESE MAGNOLIA i s  a sma l l  
or ienta l  magno l ia p la nted i n  the 
southern states. Large p ink flow
ers open before the leaves. Other 
cu l tivated magnolias of  the South 
i n c lude the wh ite-flowered Star 
Magno l ia  and the fra g ran t  Dwarf 
Magnolia . 



detail of banana flower 

ripe fruit 

C U L T I VAT E D  T R E E S  

Cu lt ivated a nd Exot ic Trees outnumber  nat ive species and 
a re a n  outstand ing feature of th i s  area.  They come from 
a l l  trop ica l reg ions  of the world and i n c l ude  kinds wh ich 
a re not seen e l sewhere i n  th i s  country. Even their  names
Banyan, C her imoya, Me la leuca, Ju j ube-are exot ic .  Most 
numerous a re species from the West I nd ies and  nearby 
Centra l An1'- c . ca .  Many trees have attractive flowers and 
fru its wh ich you shou ld  not samp le  u n l ess you a re sure 
they a re ed ib le .  

Ba nanas  a re ·not woody and so are not trees to the bot
an ist. They a re to the vis ito r, who notes that severa l var i 
et ies grow and bea r fru it i n  F lorida .  The Dwarf or Caven
d ish  Banana is common . A native of C h ina ,  it g rows to 7 ft. 
ta l l , with 4-ft. leaves, a nd  up to 200 fru its to a c l uster. 
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O RANGES came west soon after Columbus. Now the 
annual harvest is over 200 million bushels. Originally from 
China, the Sweet Orange has yielded over 25 varieties: 
the Valencia, Pineapple and Jaffa are best known. Trees 
grow about 25 ft. high, rounded, with few or no thorns. 
Leaves: oval, glossy, winged, about 4 in. long. 

LIMES g row far  south on sma ller 
( 1 5  ft.) spiny trees. leaves 2 to 4 
i n . ,  ova l ,  g lossy. F l owers wh ite, 
i n  c l u sters. Key l imes have sma l l , 
round  fru i t  (yel low when r ipe) .  
Pers ian  L imes, l a rger  and  hard ier, 
a re g rown commercia l ly . 
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GRAPE F RUIT i s  probably a cit
rus sport fi rst found  in J a maica .  
Grape l i ke  f ru i t  c l usters suggested 
name.  Tree g rows 30 ft. h igh .  
Twigs  w i th  few o r  no  spines; 
leaves 6 i n .  long w ith wings  at 
base. 

Grapefruit 



C I T R U S  

CALAM O N D I N ,  from the Ph i l ip 
p i nes-a hybrid citrus-is a sma l l  
ornamenta l t ree wi th  t i ny  thorns  
and  sma l l  e l l iptica l leaves. F ru its 
when r ipe a re l i ke min iature, t h i n 
sk i n ned ora n ges, attractive but  
sour .  Used for  j u ice a n d  i n  ma r
ma lades. 

TAN G E R I N ES,  or ig i n a l ly from 
south C h i na,  a re a fo rm of Ma n
dar in  Ora nge bea r ing  a pumpk in 
sha ped fru i t  a n d  with a t h i n ,  
eas i ly peeled sk i n .  Trees a re 
sma l l ;  leaves sma ll ,  too, a n d  with
out  w ings.  The Dacy Ta nger ine 
has a red dish sk in . 

K UMQUATS a re a l l  sma ll  trees . 
P la nts sh ru bby, some with  sma l l  
spi nes. Leaves n a rrow, sta l k  not 
w inged. Of  th ree species, the Ova l 
(shown above) is most common;  
others have rou n ded fru i ts. E n
t i re fru i t  is eaten .  R i nd  is sweet 
a n d  p u n gent; p u l p  more sou r. 

K I N G  ORANGES, c losely related 
to ta n geri nes, h a ve simi l a r  fruits, 
bu t  la rger a n d  rou n der. Leaves 
may h ave n arrow w i ngs .  Another 
easy-peel i n g  citrus f ru i t  is  the 
Pummelo, large a n d  pear-shaped, 
l ike a th ick, ro u g h  g rapefruit. 
leaves winged a n d  h a i ry be low. 
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PAPAYA is not a true tree, 
having a somewhat herbace
ous stem, though it g rows 20 
ft. h igh  or more. Th is u n usua l  
p lant  with  deeply cut leaves 
on long sta lks g rows from cen
tral F lor ida south a n d  p ro
duces l a rge melon- l ike fruits
excel lent  eati ng  when ripe. 
Ma le and fema le  flowers on 
sepa rate trees, flowers yel
lowish, fragra nt. Many varie
ties-from southern Mexico. 

LOQUAT, a small tree with 
th ick, ova l, wool ly l eaves, is 
p lanted from the Caro l inas 
south. Yel l owish flowers devel
op into orange p lum l i ke fruits 
with la rge seeds; good eating  
with a ta rt flavor. Loquat  is a 
member of the rose fami ly 
from the warmer parts of the 
Far  East, widely p lanted as a n  
ornamenta l a n d  for its fruit. 
I t  is tolera nt of poor soi ls and  
resista nt to frost. 

AVOCADO came to us via 
the Aztecs and the Spanish .  
Now imp roved hybrids g row 
a l l  th rough F lo rida and in 
other Mediterra nean c l imates. 
Trees a re sma l l ;  twigs g reen; 
leaves s imple, ova l i n  shape 
and c l ustered at  the ends of 
branches. Sma l l  flowers devel 
op  into ro und  or  pear-shaped 
fruits ( 1  to 3 l bs . ) ,  tasty, d is
t inctively flavored . 



MANGO is a ta l l ,  we l l -formed 
tree from I nd ia, brought to Brazi l 
and hence to the Southeast. Tru n k  
straight, bark g ray and  furrowed. 
Leaves simple, long, narrow, 
sl ightly cu rved, and  often c lus
tered at the ends  of twigs. Fru its 
on long sta l ks, r ipen d u ring the 
summer. New improved hybrid 
mangoes (Haden and  others) bea r 
the choicest of tropica l fru its. The 
sap is i r ritating  to the skin of 
some people. 

GUAVA, from tropica l America, 
is  a loose, i r regu lar  tree with 
spreading branches and sca ly 
brown and yel low bark. Leaves 
ha i ry, opposite, ova l, with strong 
veins. White frag rant flowers give 
way to rounded fru its 1 to 2 i n . 
in d iameter, yel low and strongly 
flavored. Guavas are eaten raw 
or  in preserves. Strawberry or 
Cattley Guava is a sma l ler  shrub 
with sma l ler  red o r  yel low fruit. 

SAPODILLA p roduces the chicle 
of which chewing gum is made. I n  
F lorida i t  i s  g rown as a fruit and  
ornamenta l tree with attractive 
evergreen fol iage.  F lowers yel 
l owish and sma l l .  F ru its mature 
slowly ti l l  2 to 4 in .  i n  d iameter, 
brown-skinned and pearl ike i n  
consistency, with a disti nct fl avor. 
I mproved varieties of sapod i l la  
have been developed, but  not on  
a commercia l  sca le .  

types of 
fruit 



AUSTRALIAN P I N E ,  though  ever
g reen,  has on ly  min ute sca le- l i ke  
leaves. The g reen " n eed les" are  
you ng twigs .  The  t ree  i s  not a 
p i ne-its nea rest relat ive is the  
h ickories. P la nted wide ly  from 
central  F lor ida south as a w ind 
brea k a n d  o rnamenta l .  

TUNG o i l  ha s  been used i n  Asia 
fo r centur ies. Now Tung  trees 
a re widely p l anted in the South
east, except  i n  S .  F lo r ida .  Leaves 
simple, l a rge; fl owers in c l u sters 
at  ends of twigs. " N uts" conta i n  
a b o u t  1 5 %  o i l ;  used i n  pa in ts. 
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CHI NABE RRY, of the  mahogany 
fami ly, is fou n d  f rom the C a ro
l i nas  south as  a street a n d  yard  
ornamenta l .  The  fla t  umbre l la
shaped variety with l i lac flowers 
a n d  cl usters of smal l  yel low fru i t  
is the one  u su a l ly seen .  Leaves 
are l a rge a n d  d o u bly compound . 



coconut 
cross section 

PALMS ( 1 200 k inds) grow in the trop ics .  A 
d ozen or  so species a re native to the South
east. H owever, scores of int roduced pa lms  
g row as exotic ornamenta ls .  See  the  wor ld
renowned co l lect ion at  the Fa i rc h i l d  Gardens 
near Miam i . Al l  pa lms, though  woody p lants, 
a re re lated to g rasses, sedges and  ba n anas .  
They lack  a ba rk and  the i r  "wood" is very d if
ferent  from oak or p ine .  Pa lms  rare ly branch .  
The la rge leaves with para l l e l  ve ins  form on ly 
at the c rown . Best known of a l l  pa lms  i s  the co
conut. In southern F lor ida it g rows over 60 ft. 
h igh, with a swo l len base, long leaves and  
c l usters o f  fru it at d ifferent stages o f  ripeness. 

COCONUT 

6 mos. 
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OUR NATIVE PALMS are concentrated in  Florida and 
adjoin ing states. The  Wash ington Pa lm  (p .  62), from the  
Southwest, and  many other exotic pa l ms and  cycads, 
g row widely in  the Southeast a lso. Some pa lms  requ i re 
r ich, moist soi l ;  others th rive in a rid  so i l s  o r  on  beach sand .  
The  two pa lms  on p.  6 1  i l l ustrate two types of pa lm  leaves 
-pa lmate o r  hand-shaped on Cabbage Pa l m etto, and  
pinnate o r  feather-shaped on t he  Roya l Pa l m . 

SAW PALMETTO is sometimes a 
tree, but  more often a low shrub 
forming large thickets. I ts pa lmate 
leaves have smal l  spines a long 
the  sta l ks. F lowers a re yel lowish; 
fruit round and black i n  loose 
c lusters. Saw Pa lmetto is common 
throughout  F lorida.  Two other 
shrubby pa lmettos a re s imi lar, but 
neither is thorny. The Scrub Pal
metto has  large p a l mate l eaves 
that end in  stri ngy fi laments. The 
leaves of Bush Palmetto lack these 
th reads. I ts seed sta l ks a re erect. 
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THATCH PALMS g row on ly in  
the southern t ip  of F lorida and on  
the Keys . There a re two species, 
both trees up to 30 ft. h igh with 
pa lmate leaves. The leaf sta lks a re 
smooth; l eaves a bout 3 ft. across. 
Fru its are dark  with white flesh; 
those of the Brittle Thatch Pa lm 
a re about  1/4 i n .  thick-half the  
d iameter of  the J a maica Pa lm .  ( For  
more  about  palms, read NAT IVE  
AND EXOTIC  PALM S  O f  F L O R I DA by 
Haro ld  Mowry, Bu l l .  1 52, F la .  
Agr ic .  Ext. Ser . ,  Gainesvi l le.)  



trunk of 

young tree 

CABBAGE PALMETTO may grow 
80 ft. h igh-but usua l ly  to on ly 
ha lf that. I t  has a stout  stem and  
a compact crown.  The  fa n l ike 
leaves with prominent midribs a re 
6 ft. long,  the tips of the b lades 
ending in long th reads. The l eaf
sta lk  is smooth. White fl owers ap
pear i n  spr ing, i n  l a rge  d roop ing  
clusters. These r ipen  by fa l l  i nto 
round,  quarter-i nch black fru its. 
Semino le  I nd ians  used to eat the 
heart or  "cabbage" at the center 
of the crown .  

ROYAL PALM, most beautifu l 
native species, is l imited i n  its 
natural  range to S. F lor ida a n d  is 
preserved in  the Everglades Nat. 
Park. It is a lso widely p la nted i n  
rich moist soi l .  Long p innate leaves 
a re up to 1 2  ft. long,  with 2- to 
3-ft. leaflets. Royal  Pa l m  g rows 
over 1 00 ft. h igh, with a smooth 
tru n k  that bu lges at the base and  
aga in  towafd the top. Be low the 
crown of leaves the t runk  is 
bright green.  F lowers white, form
ing open c lusters of b lu ish fruits. 

TREES 6 1  



GOLDEN FEAT H E R-Areca or  
Cone  Pa lm-grows i n  c l umps  of a 
d ozen o r  m ore, 20 ft. h i g h .  T r u n ks 
th in ,  smooth,  with yel low r ings .  
Leaves long,  feathery, d rooping,  
yel l owish i n  co lor . P refers moist 
soi l .  Th i s  h a ndsome tree comes 
from Madagasca r. 

F ISHTA I L  PALM has doubly com
pound l eaves with roug h ly  trian 
gu la r  l eaflets that  g ive  the pa lm 
its name.  Grows to 40 f t .  h igh ,  
w i t h  smooth tru n k  a n d  sprea d i n g  
crown .  Grows we l l  i n  sandy so i l s .  
F lowers on  long d roopin g  spi kes 

leaf 

WASH I NGTON PALM, native 
of our Southwest a n d  resista nt  to 
co l d ,  is p la nted a long  Southeast 
streets. Sp ined p a l mate leaves 
cover the tru n k  of  old trees, u n less 
removed. Two species-Ca l iforn i 
a n  and Mexica n-the latter p la n t
ed more i n  F lor ida . 

MA N I LA PALM, native to the 
Ph i l ippi nes, looks l ike a sma l l  
vers ion o f  Roya l Pa lm, b u t  with 
sto uter leaves and b r i l l i a n t  c l us
ters of i nch- l ong  red f ru i t s  i n  
fa l l . P la nted as a n  orna menta l,  it 
g rows we l l  i n  l i m e  soi ls .  



fruit 

BOTTLE PALM, a short, stocky 
tree, has a smooth tru n k  that 
bu lges at  the base in  a bottl e-l i ke 
effect_ Large, th ick p i n n ate leaves 
g row with a deci ded twist. Sp in
d l e  Pa l m  is  a ta l l e r  relat ive. Both 
have large b l ack  fruit set below 
the crown .  N ative to Mau r i t ius . 

Q U E E N  o r  C ocos Palm is widely 
p la nted as it g rows rap id ly where 
Roya l Pa lms  w i l l  not th rive. Tru n k  
smooth with bases o f  leaves re
ma i n i n g  unde r  the crown .  Leaves 
feathery a n d  d roop i n g .  O range  
fru i ts a re la rge.  F ro m  Brazi l .  

DATE PALMS n u m ber  over a 
dozen.  The Common  Date Pa lm 
(from Ara b ia )  with long,  stiff 
g rayish-green p i n n ate leaves a n d  
th ick tru n k  d oes n ot p rod uce good 
fru i t  in F lo r ida .  I t  and othe r  date 
pa lms a re q u ite ha rdy . Grown 
commerc ia l l y  i n  C a l iforn ia . 

FAN or HAIR PALM is best 
known beca use it  comes from 
southern E u rope-the o n ly pa lm  
f rom  tha t  reg ion .  I t  i s  a dwa rf, 
bushy p lant  w ith st iff, sp iny  pa l 
mate  leaves about  2 f t .  w ide .  
Tru n k  short  a n d  t h ick.  



za mia 

sago palm 
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CYCADS a re a sma l l  g roup of 
unusua l p lants more c losely re
lated to pines than to the pa lms  
with wh ich  they a re confused . 
They are widespread in  the 
tropics, though n ever common.  
I n  the d istant past they were 
much more common and impor
tant than they are now. 

ZAMIA, or Coontie, is a native cycad 
found in  the d ry, sandy up lands  of this 
region .  The stem is underg round;  the 
l eaves ris ing two feet or so, in a loose 
c lump.  The brown fruit ing cones seem 
a lmost too large for the p lant. Used by 
I ndians and sett lers as a stap le food .  
"Coontie" is from a n  o ld  Seminole term 
mean ing  "white-bread p lant." 

SAGO PALM i s  a cycad from Java 
widely p lanted as  a southern ornamen
tal .  leaves a re stiff, dark  green, u p  to 
6 ft. long, with the edges of the leaflets 
turned under. P lants g row up to 1 0  ft. 
high,  with a rough  tru n k  a nd a spread
ing crown of leaves. Seeds large and  
br ight  red. 

FERN PALM i s  sometimes cal led True 
Sago Pa l m, wh i le  the species above is 
ca l l ed Fa lse Sago. This  one g rows larg
er (to 1 5 ft. h igh) ,  i s  topped by a crown 
of stiff leaves which may each grow to 
8 ft. long.  Leaflets a re stiff, broader 
than i n  above species. Male fruiti ng  
cones grow u p  to 2 ft. long .  Female 
cones bear orange seeds. More com
mon ly  p lanted in southern Florida. Na
tive of East I ndies. 



BLACK HOLLY, common in the 
coasta l p la in,  g rows 20 ft .  h igh  
with wedge-shaped, leathery 
leaves and g lossy black fruits. 

OLEANDER, with s imple, narrow 
everg reen leaves a n d  p i nk  or 
white flowers, is widely p lanted . 
Its m i l ky j uice is poisonous.  

S H R U B S A N D  V I N E S 

Shrubs and  vines a re somewhat neg lected woody plants 
which come into their own in  the Southeast. Here, in ad
di t ion to the many native species of wood lands, meadow 
borders and  shores, there are hundreds of exotic kinds 
p lanted as ornamenta ls o r  for fruit. S hrubs a re erect 
woody p lants, rarely g rowing as h ig h  or  large as  trees, 
with severa l trunks instead of one. V ines a re not se lf
supporting,  but c l imb  on trees or  bu i ld ings.  Some vines 
can be tra i ned to shrub l ike g rowth, as Bouga invi l lea.  Since 
shrubs and v ines inc l ude some of the most attractive flow
er ing p lants, wi ld  species need protection .  Laws can he lp, 
but you an d  your friends can he lp  more. For further i n 
formation on  shrubs and v ines you wi l l  need to  look widely, 
as there a re few specific books on  these p lants. Flowers 
of the South (p .  7 1 ) is one of the best for beg inners. 
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MYRTLE DAHOON is a hol ly 
with thi n, leathery everg reen 
leaves end ing  in a s ing le  sp ine .  
Fou n d  i n  swamps a n d  a long 
ponds .  Rou n d  fruits, yel low to 
red,  remain o n  the twigs. Dahoon 
i s  s im i l a r, but  is often a tree, with 
wider leaves, downy beneath. 

WAXMYRTLE or Bayberry i s  a 
we l l -known sh rub  of up land  mea
dows, ham mocks a n d  shores. Rec
ogn ize i t  by the  thick c l uste rs of 
waxy, g ray berries which cover 
the twigs  a l l  winter .  Leaves a ro
matic a n d  evergreen;  a l ternate, 
s imp le, with a few coarse teeth .  
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WHITE TITI is a common  swamp 
sh rub  w i th  s imp le, a l ternate leaves 
2 to 4 i n .  l ong  a n d  short sp i kes of 
tiny white flowers in spr ing .  
Smal l  ye l low rou n d  fru i ts persist 
into winter. Alo n g  the G u l f  coast, 
White Titi  fo rms dense th ickets 6 
to 1 0  ft. h i g h . 

SPARKLE BERRY, or Tree H uckle
berry, sometimes g rows to tree 
s ize. More often i t  i s  an attrac
tive s h rub  with  g lossy, a lternate, 
s imp le, somewhat ro u n ded leaves. 
The d roopi ng ,  be l l - shaped white 
flowers r ipen i n to b lack, seedy 
fruits eaten by sm a l l  a n ima l s .  



GRAPES A score or more of wi ld  
and  cu l tivated species g row i n  the 
south.  The best-known wi ld grape 
is the Muscad ine  with  leaves 
ro unded and sca rcely lobed. The  
Scuppernong is i t s  cu l tivated form.  
The Summer  G rape has soft 
leaves, rusty below. 

CORAL BEAN is  a southern p lant  
which is somet imes a shrub  or 
tree.  Leaves compound, with three 
leafl ets. Tubu lar, d rooping sca r let 
flowers grow in a n a rrow spike.  
They r ipen i nto long pods which 
sp l i t  to revea l  br ight  red, poison
ous seeds. 

G R E E N B R I E R, or  Bamboo vine,  
and  oth er members of the thorny 
smi lax group a re common a l l  
a long t h e  south coasta l  p la i n .  
Th i s  species i s  a la rge v ine  with 
ob long,  evergreen leaves which 
taper to a wedge-shaped base. 
F l owers sma l l  and g reenish; fru its 
round a n d  black. 

SUPPLE JACK, or  Ratta n Vine, 
is a strong  c l imber  of southern 
woods and swamps with s imp le, 
a l ternate leaves, marked by con
spicuous p a ra l le l  veins .  The smal l ,  
g reenish-wh ite flowers a re five
peta led, in sh ort spi kes. Fru its a re 
ova l a n d  b l u ish-b lack . 
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BOUGAI NVILLEA from Brazi l 
is seen i n  most of F lorida as a 
v ine or trimmed shrub.  The smal l  
yel lowish flowers a re set  off by 
pu rp le  bracts. Twigs thorny, 
leaves, s imple, narrow, hea 
shaped . Hybrids a re yel low, 
orange and deep red in color.  

POINSETTIA, i ntroduced 
Mexico, has become a C hristmas 
symbol .  F lowers sma l l ,  surrou nd
ed by conspicuous l eafy bracts. 
People who have on ly seen poin
settia potted a re taken aback by 
the l a rge shrubs of centra l  and 
southern F lor ida . 

CRAPE MYRTLE is a n  o ld-t ime 
plant of gardens and borders with 
attractive p ink, red or  purp le  
flowers i n  e rect c lusters. Leaves 
smal l ,  s imple and  a l ternate. I t  
is  easi ly g rown. Orig i na l ly from 
I ndia but p lanted widely where 
mi ld  cl imate perm its. 

H I BI SCUS is p robe most 
common ornamental  shrub of the 
South, with over 700 varieties
som.e native, most from Asia and  
Africa. Leaves a lternate, toothed 
but variable.  F lowers large five
peta led, often double.  Colors 
white, p ink, ye l low, orange, red. 



CONFEDERATE JASMINE, or 
Star Jasmine, is a n  o ld-fashioned 
vine from S. C h ina,  widely p la nt
ed in  southern gardens.  Leaves 
opposite, g lossy a n d  thick. F low
ers white (some yel lowish), a bout 
1 in .  across and very fragrant. 

JASMINES a re a variab le  g roup 
of shrubs and  v ines, some very 
hardy. Leaves evergreen, s imple 
or i n  th ree or  more leaflets, de
pending on  variety. White- and  
yel low-flowered species, w i th  a 
fragrant  flattened flower d evelop
ing from a tube. 

GARDENIAS i nc lude two African 
and one C h inese species. A l l  have 
opposite, g lossy l eaves with 
smooth edges.  The flowers a re 
white, u nfo ld ing  from a tubu lar  
base. The Ch inese species, a lso 
cal led Cape Jasmine, is most com
monly p lanted. 

CAMELLIAS, from C hina, a re a l so 
evergreen shrubs with stiff, waxy 
flowers. These a re white, p ink  or 
red-often double .  The l eaves a re 
a lternate, s imple and  toothed. 
Camel l ias a re somewhat hardier 
than Gardenias and thr ive in rich, 
shady acid soi l .  
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SWAMP AZALEA ( l eft) is w ide
sp read on the coasta l p la in ,  not  
o n ly i n  swamps .  F loV(ers, wh ite to  
p i n k, open  with the  leaves. 

F LAME AZALEA ( r ight )  is a b r i l 
l i an t  species fou n d  to  the  north . 
However, F l o ri da  has one  with 
ye l low to orange  flowers. 

AZALEAS a re so c lose ly related to Rhododendrons, those 
extravagant ly fl owered everg reen shrubs  of southern 
mounta i n s, that they a re now c lass ified together .  Native 
aza leas have five-peta led funne l-sha ped fl owers and  drop  
the i r  sma l l  leaves i n  fa l l . They g row i n  swam ps and  open 
wood lands, fl ower ing i n  spri ng .  Most states protect these 
beautifu l  p lants .  Foreig n aza leas, widely p lanted in acid 
soi l s  a l l  th rough  the south, fa l l  i nto th ree g roups, of which 
the I nd ia and the Ku rume Aza leas a re best known . Potted 
aza leas usua l ly be long to the former group .  The famous 
azalea ga rdens of the South a re best seen i n  ea r ly spr ing . 

I N DI A  AZALEA flowers ( left), to 
3 in. across, a re wh ite, red, p u r
p le  a n d  variegated . 

IJ�a1� KURUME AZALEAS ( r ight) , from 
-_,;:"iil Japan ,  have smal ler  flowers. Co l 

ors  r u n  f rom white to p ink,  rose 



S O U T H E A S T  F L O W E R S  

This i s  the l and  of flowers; wit
ness the name Florida itself .  
F lowers, or more fu l ly, flower
ing herbaceous p lan ts, a re as 
numerous a n d  pro l ific  i n  the 
Southeast a s  the woody trees, 
shrubs and  vines. With more 
than 9000 species of flowering 
p lants, the Southeast prob
ab ly  exceeds any  other com
parable a rea in the U n ited 

CHEROKEE  ROSE,  white to 
p i nk, from C h i n a, c l imbs 
over Southern wa l l s . 

States. The native spec ies a re aug mented by hundreds ot 
exotic and  cu l t ivated k inds  g rown in pots, beds and  gar
dens.  Ma ny of these have esca ped to become part of the 
loca l p lant com m u n ity and competitors of native species. 
Because of the c l imate, some species which d ie  off farther 
north, here g row a l l  yea r. Other herbaceous  species be
come woody and  s h rub- l ike. I n  southern F lorida many 
p lants s low down or lose the i r  leaves during the d ry 
season .  O n ly common  species a re i l l u strated.  See books 
be low for others. 

For m ore a bout  So utheastern flowers, read:  

FLOWERS, H .  S.  Z im and  A. C .  Ma rtin ;  Go lden  Press, 1 950. A beg in ner's  
guide .a rra nged by co lor;  i nc ludes range maps. 

FLOWERS O F  T H E  SoUTH ,  W. F. Greene and H. L. B lomq u ist; Un iv. of N . 
Caro l ina  Press, 1 953.  An exce l lent g u ide to flowers, flowe r ing  trees 
and shrubs. Native and  exotic p la nts sepa rated; many i l l ustrations. 

Su BTRO P ICAL  GARD E N I N G  IN F LOR I DA, N .  Smi ley; U n iv. of Miami  Press, 
1 95 1 .  C overs many aspects of southern gardening and  garden flow· 
e rs, sh rubs and  trees. 

FLO R I DA WI LD  FLOWERS, M. E .  F. Baker; Macmi l lan ,  New York, 1 938. 
An old but  standard gu ide to h erbaceous  floweri ng p lants. 

Yo U R  FLOR I DA GARD EN ,  Watkins and Wolfe; U .  of F la .  P ress, 1 956. A. 
gu ide to tropica l ga rden ing  and exotic p lants. 
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A I R  PLANTS, or ep iphytes, grow attached to or perched 
on trees, po les or  even wi res where they may be able to 
get more sunsh ine  and ra in .  They ho ld  water by the use of 
specia l ized roots or stems. Some store moisture in "tanks" 
at the leaf bases; some have bu lb l ike rese rvoirs; others 
use sca le ha irs. Many fam i l ies of p lants i nc l ude ep iphytes, 
rang ing  in size from m icroscopic  a lgae to la rge ferns and  
orchids .  Re lative ly few a i r  p lants are flowering . Among 
these the best-known are  mem bers of  the  p i neapp le  a n d  
orch id fam i l ies. 

SPANISH MOSS (pineapple 
fam i ly) is neither a moss nor  a 
parasite, though a heavy g rowth 
can smother trees. Tiny yel low
g reen flowers a ppear dur ing May 
a n d  J une .  It a bsorbs water 
throug h sca le  ha irs. Sti l l  used for 
upholstering .  



WILD P I NEAPPLE, most co lor
fu l native a i r  p la nt, g rows in large 
c l umps. Its g ray-green l eaves be
come tinged with purp le  i n  spri ng  
when the p lan t  b looms.  F lower 
sta l k  is  a br ight red; the v io let 
flowers themselves a re sma l l .  

BALL MOSS or Bunch Moss looks 
l ike a ba l l  of coa rse Span ish Moss 
-to which it  is related-but l eaves 
are longer and more curved . 
Common on  trees, fences, and on  
te lephone wires. Th in  flower sta l k  
bears sma l l  v io let flowers. 

CORKSC R EW A I R  PLANT i s  
named from the sp i ra l  rosette 
formed by the sma l l ,  l ight ly 
banded, twisted leaves. Long, 
branched flower sta l k  has c l usters 
of sma l l  white to purp l ish flowers .  
A South F lorida species. 

SLENDER-LEAVED TILLAND
SIA is a small epiphyte with del
icate leaves often tipped with red 
at the time of blooming. Flower 
stalk red with small purple flow
ers. All these are in the pineap
ple family-not orchid. 



ORC H I DS, ma in ly tropica l ,  inc lude over 1 5,000 species; 
about 200 in North America, 1 1 0 in the Southeast. They 
may take 4 to 8 years to b loom . The flower, specia l ized 
for i n sect po l inat ion,  usua l ly has an en la rged, co lorfu l  
" l ip"  wi th  a nectar spur at the base. Orch ids grow in  fi e lds, 
swam ps and wood lands. Tree-dwel l i ng (ep iphytic) orchids 
a re found  nowhere e lse in  the U.S. 
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BUTTERFLY ORCHID is  the most 
common of those growing on 
trees. G reen b u l bs p roduce nar
row leaves and  a long, th in flower 
sta l k, bea ring a loose c l uster of 
yel lowish, p u rp le-spotted flowers, 
t inged with brown. Native orch ids 
are p rotected by law. 

GREE N-FLY ORCH I D  is a hard
ier relative of the Butterfly Or
chid, found  to the Caro l i nas and 
west to  Louisiana .  Leaves have no 
bu lb at  the base.  The de l icate, 
fragrant  flowers on a 1 2- to 20-in .  
sta l k  are green ish with  a ti n t  of 
purp le. B looms in summer. 

GRASS PI N KS, found  in  damp 
pine woods and  meadows, are a 
group of p ink  to p u rple spring
blooming orchids.  These de l icate 
p lants usua l ly  h ave a s ing le  leaf 
or c luster of smal l  l eaves at the 
base of a sta l k  which bears from 
3 to 20 flowers. Not an  epiphyte. 

YELLOW FRI NGED ORCHID is 
a showy member of a large g roup 
found  widely in  the East, but more 
common in  southern moist woods 
and meadows. A spike of orange 
flowers, each with a long,  fr inged 
l ip, appears i n  summer. Narrow 
basa l leaves are 8 to 1 0  in .  long.  



serious pest throug hout 
the Southeast, i nc l ude at least s ix species .  The common 
form, probab ly f rom South  America, has b ladder- l i ke 
swe l l i ngs be low each leaf. I t  spreads rap id ly  from run
ners ( l ike strawberries) and soon covers ponds, chokes 
rivers and clogs dra inage ditches. Expens ive prog rams of 
raking, mowing and  spraying he lp  ho ld  it i n  check.  Vis
itors are attracted by the de l icate b l ue a n d  purp le  flowers 
borne on th ick sta l ks, seen in a l l  seasons, but wither ing 
qu ick ly when picked . Water hya
c inths are of l itt l e  use to wi l d l ife or 
to man.  By crowd ing out more de
s i rab le species, they are to native 
water p lan ts what Eng l is h  Spar· 
rows a re to native birds . 

Range of water 
hyacinth i n  the 
Southeast 
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PITC H ER PLANTS are unusual, 
with hollow, trumpet-shaped 
leaves, erect in some species. In
sects trapped in the leaves decay, 
providing nitrogen for the plant. 
Flowers attractive, with a bright 
central canopy. Protected by law. 

MOSS VERBENA with hairy, 
deeply-cut leaves, grows close to 
the ground along roads from cen
tral Florida northward. It blooms 
spring and summer, with flat
topped clusters of small, purple 
flowers. 

MEADOW-BEAU T I ES are a 
group of about a dozen species 
of purple-flowered perennial 
meadow plants. The attractive, 
four-petaled flowers open in sum
mer. The simple, straplike leaves 
grow opposite. 

RAI LROAD VI N E  or Goats-foot 
is a morning glory found from 
Georgia south and west into Tex
as, on beaches and roadsides. 
Recognize it by the long, rope
like stems; thick, half-folded 
leaves; and large purple flowers. 



P I PEWORTS a re common sum
mer-b looming p lants of the south
ern coasta l regions. The th in  flow
er sta lks with a tig ht crown of 
white flowers rise from a sma l l  
rosette o f  basa l leaves. Severa l 
species grow in  moist, acid soi l . 

ROSE G ENTIANS (some two 
dozen species) a re c lose ly re lated 
to the b lue-flowered gentians. 
They grow 1 to 3 ft.  ta I I  with s len
der, b ranched sta l ks and s imple, 
opposite l eaves. The flowers-usu
a l ly p ink, sometimes white
b loom in summer. 

MILKWORTS are a large, 
varied group with flowers ranging 
from wh ite to yel low, orange and 
purple, in  compact heads or  open, 
flat-topped c lusters. The sma l l ,  
s imple leaves often g row at  the 
base of the flower sta l k. 

PICKERELWEED, found a long 
shores of ponds, rivers and ditch
es, flowers from June  to October. 
Dark b lue, thick flower spikes are 
somewhat s im i la r  to Water Hya
cinth (p. 75), but large l eaves with 
indented base are characteristic. 
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LIFE  PLANT is the name 
g iven to species of Ka lan
choe (Bryophyl l um) . Also 
known as l ive-forever, F lop
pers or Air p lant. Th is  tropi
ca l group forms new plants 
at notches or at ends of 
leaves. 

SNAKE PLANT or Bow
str ing Hemp is so often 
seen potted that i t  is a sur
prise to find c l umps and 
borders of th i s  th ick- leaved, 
African p lant. Most species 
a re "stem less," leaves g row
ing from a stout rootstock. 

B I RD O F  PARADISE plant  
has a series of  co lo rfu l  flow
ers ar is ing from a sha l low 
purple bract. Th is u n usual 
member of the banana 
fami ly g rows 3 ft. h igh in  
r i ch  moist soi l .  Another 
species has wh ite flowers. 

CORAL V I N E  i s  abundant 
i n  the South, c l imbing over 
sides of bu i ld ings. It has 
l ight  g reen, wrink led, ar
row-shaped leaves and 
p ink flowers. A wh ite varie
ty is less common.  



T R O P I C A L  F L O R I D A  

The area shown on the map 
reaches c loser to  the tropi
cal  zone than any other 
part of the Un ited States. 
The c l imate, a lso, is trop
ica l ;  winter tem peratures 
average above 65 ° F . ;  frosts 
a re rare or absent. As a 
resu l t, many nat ive p lants Key West 

• '�o . .. .. 
are comp lete ly d ifferent :•" � 

from those of northern F lor ida.  A n u m ber a re related to 
spec ies of the Bahamas, West Ind ies or Mexico. The reg ion 
a lso abounds with p lants from Africa, S .  Asia , Austra l ia, 
S. America, and the Pacific I s lands, rang ing from t iny per
enn ia l s  to large trees with unusua l flowers. 

For more about p lants of tropical Florida, read: 
400 PLANTS OF SouTH  F LO R I DA, J. F. Morton and  R. B. Ledin . Text House, 

Coral  Gables, F la . ,  1 952.  
C o M M O N  EXOT I C TREES  OF SouTH F LOR I DA, M. F .  Ba rrett. U n iv. of F la . 

Press, Gainesvi l l e, 1 956. 
NAT I V E  TREES  A N D  PAL M S  O F  SOUTH  F LO R I DA, W. M. Busl\we l f .  U n iv. of 

Miami Bu l let in,  Vol .  1 9, No.  6, 1 945, Coral Gables, F la .  
SHADE  A N D  ORNAM ENTAL T REES FOR  S. F LOR I DA A N D  CU BA, D.  Sturrock 

and E. A. Menn inger.  Stuart Da i ly N ews, Stua rt, F la.,  1 946. 

ALLAMANDA, from Brazi l ,  is a 
v ine with whorled leaves and  fun
nel -shaped yel low (or pu rple) 
flowers. Propagated by cutti ngs. 

CERIMAN is an eye-catching 
c l imber with l a rge, d eep ly-cut and 
"ho led" leaves. The white flower 
spathe forms a large, edible fruit .  
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GUMBO L I M BO, seen from Tam
pa south,  i s  fou n d  a l so in  C entra l 
America a n d  the  West I nd ies .  
Noted for the  way i ts  bra nches 
root q u ickly when  stuck i n  the 
so i l .  I ts papery, redd i sh-b rown 
bark  has a b i rch- l ike textu re. 
Leaves compound  (3 to 7 leaflets) ,  
a l ternate.  F ru its p u rp l e, Y2 i n .  
long, i n  c lusters.  

POISONWOOD, the South F lo r
ida supp lement  to Poison I vy, i s  
a h a ndsome but  dangerous  tree 
40 ft. h igh with a g ray-brown 
flaky bark over a n  i n n e r  orange 
layer.  Leaves a re  compound ;  leaf
lets th ick, d a r k  g reen,  g lossy, with 
flattened bases-compare with 
G u m bo Li m bo and Mahogany .  
Ova l,  orange  fru it, i n  loose  c l u sters. 

COCO PLUM i s  a low (to 30 ft.) 
rou nded tree of southern  F lo r ida, 
the  West I n d ies  and Cen tral 
America . Tiny white flowers, i n  
spi kes, deve lop  i n to la rge, ed ib le, 
sweet, wh i t ish-to-p u rp l e  f ru i ts. 
Leaves are rou nded,  to u g h  and  
g lossy, da rk  g reen,  i nde nted a b i t  
at the  t ip .  C oco P l u m  is  a coasta l 
tree, found  a l o n g  ca na l s  a n d  wa
terways. Ba rk :  red d i sh-brown .  

FLORIDA ST RANG L E R  F I G  be
longs  i n  a la rge  fam i ly, a l l  hav
i n g  a m i l ky sap .  S m a l l  seeds from 
the red, pa i red fru i ts lodge i n  a 
pa l metto o r  other  h ost. He re they 
g row, send ing  roots downward 
a long  the tru n k; branches a n d  
leaves cut  o ff  su n l igh t  a n d  even
tua l ly stra n g l e  the  host .  Leaves: 
thick, ova l,  4 in. l ong .  Bark : 
smooth, dark  g ray .  



RED MANGROVE, 1 5  to 70 ft. 
h igh ,  with sprea d i n g  st i l t  roots, is 
seen a long  most sou thern  F lor ida 
sho res. Seeds  germ i nate on  the 
tree and  develop i n to seed l i n g  
"penc i l s" w h i c h  f a l l  a n d  float 
away. Leaves leathery, opposite.  
B lack Ma n g rove lacks sti l t  roots, 
is m o re t ree l i ke-with sma l l  
leaves, fra g ran t  flowers.  

W I L D  TAMAR I N D  i s  fo u n d  south 
of Miami as  a ta l l  tree (to 60 ft. ) 
with b rown, sca ly bark .  The  leaves 
are feathery a n d  twice compound 
ed .  I n  sp r ing ,  the  m i n u te fl owers 
fo rm t ight, f uzzy, d roop ing  
g lobes.  By  fa l l ,  t he  flat, b rown 
fruit pods have fo rmed,  and may 
hang o n  the twigs fo r some t ime .  
Also occurs i n  the  West  I n dies .  

WEST IN D I E S  MAHOGANY i s  
found wi ld on  the m a i n land  a n d  
the Keys, a n d  is  a l so p lan ted for 
shade .  I t  i s  a ha ndsome tree (to 
50 ft. ) ;  bark  g ray-brown, scaly o n  
o lder  trees. Leaves a l te rnate ,  with 
4 to 8 leaf l ets with sharp t ips a n d  
u n e q u a l  bases.  F ru its a re erect 
b rown pods, which spl it open, re
leasing wi nged seeds. 

SEA G RAPE is an eye-fi l l i n g  tree 
fo rm ing  dense th i ckets on  coasta l 
beaches.  Also p l a n ted widely .  
Sprea d ing  bra nches  d roop to the 
g round . The ro u n d  leathery leaves 
with red vei ns  ca nno t  be m istak
en; young  l eaves a re a de l icate 
bronze .  The t iny flowers fo rm a 
th ick spike .  P u r p l e  fru its, fi n e  for 
je l ly, a re eaten by w i l d l ife.  
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ROYAL POINCIANA, from Mad
agascar, is  widespread in the  
West I n d ies a n d  southern F lorida.  
Handsome at  any time, i t  is su
perb i n  late spr ing when i t  is a 
mass of orange-red fl owers. Seed 
pods a re heavy, brown; often 2 
ft. long .  The tree has a wide, 
spread ing  crown and fe_ather l ike, 
twice-compounded l eaves. G rows 
to 40 ft. h igh .  

ORCH I D  TREE i s  a widely pla nt
ed shrub or smal l  tree (to 35 ft.) 
native to I nd ia . Severa l species 
are all ma rked by simp le  two
winged leaves of an u n usual  but
terfly shape. The orchid-l i ke flow
ers which appear  in winter va ry 
from white to p ink, l i l ac, a n d  
purp le, depend ing on  t h e  species. 
Seeds a re long, brownish pods. 

WOMAN'S TONGUE gets its 
name from the th in ,  brownish seed 
pods, which rattle in the s l ightest 
breeze. This weed l i ke, q u ick
growi ng Asiatic shade tree is nat
u ra l ized in  southern F lor ida.  Its 

=- -.... ...._.. ... ,. ·..,�W�s. spread ing  branches bear pom
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poms of green ish-yel low flowers, 
and twice compound leaves with 
rou nded leaflets. Mimosa fam i ly. 

TRAVE LER'S TREE-from Mada
gascar-a member of the banana 
fami ly, g rows wel l  i n  tropical F lor
ida . I t  is not  a true tree, though 
it may grow 3 0  f t .  h igh ,  wi th  its 
9-ft. leaves for.ming a h uge fa n .  
Travelers, fa r from t h e i r  hotel , 
ca n fi nd water trapped i n  the 
base of the leaves. There are also 
br ight b lue  seeds and  a clea r, 
sugary sap, both edib le .  



CENTURY P LANTS from Mexico 
and Centra l America join one na
tive species to form a stri k ing,  
easi ly identified g roup.  The ro
sette of thick, sp iked leaves g rows 
slowly, a n d  afte r 20 yea rs or so 
(not a century) sends up a ta l l  
sta l k  o f  creamy flowers, a n d  d ies. 
These p la nts p roduce sisal fiber  
and the Mexican dr inks p ulq ue 
and feq uilla. 

ACALYPHA or  Copper leaf, com
mon ly  used as a hedge or orna
mental  p lant, is a branch ing shrub 
(to 1 5  ft . )  with red, va ricolored, 
curled, heart-shaped leaves. F low
ers a re smal l  a n d  red, i n  short, 
d roop ing  spikes. A native of S .  
Pacific is la nds. A close re lative, 
the Chen i l le  P la nt, has more 
showy flower c l usters. 

TROP I CAL ALM O N D  belongs to 
a large fam i ly of tropical  trees 
from southern Asia .  Fast-growing,  
it reaches 75 ft .  h igh with th ick,  
horizontal branches. long,  leath
ery leaves, c lustered at ends of 
twigs, turn  red with d rought  or 
co ld .  F lowers sma l l ,  in d rooping 
spi kes. Fru its (not true a l monds) ,  
i n  a green h usk, a re edib le .  

BANYAN of I n d ia is a famous 
tree which spreads aer ia l  roots to 
form new tru n ks. This and other 
members of the fi g  fa mi ly  a re 
widely p l a nted as shade trees. 
The Fa lse Banyan,  the Benjam in  
F ig a n d  the  Ru bber Tree a re gen
era l l y  s im i la r, with s imp le, thick, 
g lossy leaves. The leaves of the 
edible fig a re lobed l i ke m ap le.  



C ROTONS become more and  more com
mon as one goes south i n  Florida, where 
they a re a u n iversa l front-yard p lant. 
Dozens of varieties a l l  have m u l tico lored 
thick leaves-twisted, cut, lobed or e lon
gated . Leaf color va ries from g reen through 
yel lows, reds  and  p u rp les. F lowers sma l l, 
ye l lowish, in a th in  sp ike.  

FLAME VINE from Brazi l  is  a 
spectacu la r  c l imber which g rows 
rap id ly and bears ha ndsome tu
bu la r  five-peta led orange flow
ers. In F lo rida these do not de
velop i nto fruit. Leaves with 2 to 
3 leaflets, and a three-branched 
ten dr i l  by which the p lant c l imbs . 

ALOES, or ig i na l ly from Africa 
and the Mediterra nean reg ion, 
have st iff, succulent, u pcu rved 
leaves form ing a fleshy rosette. 
F lower sta l k  bea rs yel low or red 
spi kes. Barbados Aloe is  the com
mon South F lor ida species. At 
least a score more a re cu ltivated. 

COMMON SCREW P I N E, or 
Pandanus, g rows tree high (20 
ft.) with strong prop roots. 
Long, stra p l ike leaves with 
need le-toothed margi ns, g row 
close i n  ascending spirals .  
From Madagasca r. Other spe
cies, some with varico lored 
leaves, from South Pacific 
I s lands. 



A N I MA L  L I F E 

Anima l l ife i n  the Southeast vies 
in  abundance and  d iversity with 
the p lants. Of the an ima ls, fish
es and  b i rds  a re perhaps best 
known, but anyone interested 
in any phase of an ima l  l ife wi l l  
find  the Southeast h a s  some
thing exciting  to contr ibute. As 
the face of the Southeast 
changes, the increase in popu
lation, in  i ndustry and in  agri
cu lture l im its the wi ld l ife popu
lation .  The number of b i rds in 
the great F lor ida rookeries is 
on ly a sma l l  fraction of what 

ROSEATE SPOONBILL of S .  
F lorida and  the Keys, has a 
u n ique  bi l l  for feed ing o n  
sma l l  fi s h  and  sha l l ow-water 
l i fe. Length : 30 i n .  

it was a generation ago. En joy and study wi ld l ife, but  
don 't take it for g ranted, even in  refuges and parks be low. 

W I LDLIFE  REFUGES ( red dots)  u n der the su

pervision of the U . S .  Fish & Wild life Service 
provide restin g and feedin g grounds for 
waterfowl and other migrating birds. Vis

itors  are welcome. Check also for State 
refuges and those estab lished by the Na

tional Audubon Soc. 

White Heron �al 

Key West • �.MDeer 



S H O R E  L I F E  

ANGEL W I NGS l ive b uried i n  
m u d  and sand  a long the  Gu l f  
coast. She l l s  a re fragi le; 6 to  8 i n .  
long .  The an ima l  i s  edible.  

Shore l ife abounds a long the southeast shore l ine which 
inc ludes some 24,000 m i les of bays, i n l ets and shores. 
This reg ion is the Mecca of she l l  co l lectors. Beaches such 
as those on Captiva, Sanibel and Marco i s lands are 
famous. She l ls from a l l  over the wor ld a re so ld at road
side stands, but  it is more fun to col lect your own . Even 
better, observe a n d  study mo l l usks, sta rfish and  crabs as 
l iving an ima ls .  Exp lore mudflats, rocks, t ide poo l s, p i l ing 
and wrecks for various k inds of sea l ife. 

For more a bout southern shel lfi sh, read: 
AM ER ICAN S EA S H ELLS, R. T. Abbott. D. Van Nostrand,  N.Y. , 1 954. 
AN I MALS WITHOUT  BACKBON ES, R. M. Buchsba u m .  Un iv. of Ch icago Press, 

Ch icago, 1 948. 
F I ELD  G U I D E  TO T H E  SH ELLS of our Atla ntic a nd Gulf Coasts, P. A. Morris. 

Houghton  Mifflin,  Boston, 1 95 1 . 
F LOR I DA  SEA S H E LLS, B. Ald rich and E. Snyder. Houghton Mifflin,  1 936. 
SEASHORES, H .  S. Z im and L. I ng le .  Golden Press, N .Y., 1 955. 
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CONCHS are a fami ly of large tropica l sea snai. l s  found 
a long shores and  cora l reefs. They move active ly, us ing a 
powerfu l  "foot" which ends i n  a claw- l ike hook, sea rch ing 
for  dead fi sh  o r  mo l l usks on which they feed . Common i n  
the F lor ida Keys and  nearby Gu lf waters. 

QUEEN CONCH is common, large 
and attractive. Few shel ls  can vie 
with its rose-p ink  i n terior. A scav
enger of coral roofs; to 1 2  in . ,  
weight  to 5 lb .  The pr ime 
dient of conch chowder. 

HAWK WING is one of the smal ler  
conchs-4 to 6 i n .  long with  a mottled 
o r  streaked she l l .  Sma l l  knobs mark  
the edge of the whorls .  A F lor ida Keys 
and  West I nd ies species. 

FLORIDA FIGHTING CONCH (3 
to 5 in . )  is sim i lar  to the West 
I ndies F ight ing Conch but is usu
a l ly browner, with fewer knobs or  
spines.  A scavenger of sha l low 
F lorida waters. 
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TU RKEY W I N G S  on both t h e  At
lant ic  a n d  Gu l f  coasts l ive at
tached to rocks, g row 2 to 5 in .  
long,  with a stra ight toothed 

,,., .... ,., __ hinge. She l l  heavy, strea ked, yel-
� low or brown.  

PONDERO U S  ARK is found  i n  
deeper waters of a l l  shores but is  
most common i n  the Gu l f. She l l  of 
l ivi ng an ima l  is covered with a 
th in  b lack sk in  which peels off. 

J I NGLE SHELLS  a re fou nd  a long  
both coasts. Co lor  varies f rom yel
l ow to p i n k, g ray and wh ite. Low
er  valve sma l l e r, usua l ly  remains  
attached to  rocks. 

S U N R I SE TELLIN or R is ing S u n  
l ives i n  t h e  s a n d  j ust be low the 
low t ide ma rk. Note the smooth 
shel l  with broaden ing colored 
rays. G rows 2 to 4 i n .  l ong .  

SU N RAY VENUS is larger  (5  to  
6 i n . )  than  the S u n rise Te l l in  but  
l i ke it has broaden ing  rays. Co lor  
gray, p ink  or l i lac.  Fou nd u nder 
sand in sha l low water.  Edible.  



CHITONS a re a group of mol
lusks which have a she l l  of 8 
overlapp ing p lates. Found on  
rocks in  t ide  pools. Common here, 
but more so a long  the Pacific. 

CAL I CO SCALLOP is the most 
common southern sca l lop  (1 to 2 
i n . ); it is fou nd i n  a r ich variety 
of co lors. About 20 rad iat ing ribs 
join at the winged h inge  l i ne. 

STI F F  PEN SHELL g rows attached 
to rocks in  deep water.  These large 
(8 to 1 2  in.)  shel ls a re washed 
ashore after storms. More 
common i n  the G u lf. 
Note tr iangu la r  shape. 

ATLANTIC COCKLE i s  found i n  
t h e  G u l f  a lso, washed ashore af
ter sto rms. She l l  3 to 6 i n .  in d ia .  
w i t h  a b o u t  35 stout ri bs. Very 
common.  Used i n  shel l souveni rs. 

COQ U I NAS a re common,  a n d  
though sma l l  ( 112 to 3/4 i n . )  a re 
desi rable as food .  The i r  color and  
pattern inc lude nea rly every 
shade a n d  form. Also ca l led But
terfly She l l .  
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BLE E D I N G  TOOTH i s  fo u nd o n  
rocks a n d  cora l .  S h � l l  m a rked 
with dark z igzag ba rs. Edge of 
she l l  wh i te with br igh t  orange  
spot. Feeds o n  seaweeds. 

T U L I P  SHELL is common a l o n g  
Atla n tic  a n d  G u l f  shores . C o l o r  a 
g reen-g ray with d a rker  mark ings. 
Length  5 to 8 i n .  A s low-movin g  
scavenger  of s ha l low water. 

FLORIDA CERITH (or  Hornshe l l )  
i s  one of a g ro u p  of sp i ra l -she l led  
sna i l s  of warm waters. Co lor  w hite 
or g ray, l ength a bout  1 i n .  A 
com mon a n i m a l  o n  seaweeds. 

ALPHABET CONE rep resents the 
l a rge  fa m i ly of cone  she l ls fou n d  
i n  a l l  tropica l waters .  S h e l l s  fou n d  
washed o n  beaches. I rreg u l a r  
mark ings  name  t h i s  species. 

PEAR W H E L K  i s  a southern mem
ber  of a la rge  n orth ern fa mi ly .  
She l l  is  m ore de l i cate and  l ess 
knobbed t h a n  northern  k i nds. 
Found  a long  both F l o r ida coasts. 



S P I N Y  LOBST E R  (8 to 1 6  i n . )  
lacks c laws of n o rthern  lobster 
and  has sp iny  she l l .  L ives u n d e r  
rocks a n d  m a r i n e  g rowths i n  sha l 
low water .  Exce l len t  eati n g . 

BLUE  CRAB is fou n d  i n  oyste r 
reefs, bays a n d  cha n ne ls. Famous  
i n  Lou is iana bayous  a n d  Chesa
peake Bay. Mature  in 2 yea rs; 
ca l led "soft-sh e l l s" when molt i ng .  

STO N E  CRAB,  offered as a de l i 
cacy i n  resta u ra n ts, i s  fou n d  o n  
sandy bottoms a n d  oyster reefs i n  
t h e  At lant ic  and  G u l f. Stout, h a rd 
she l l  6 i n .  wide.  Massive c laws. 

HERMIT  CRABS (1 to 6 in. long)  
use she l ls of any  sea sna i l s  as  
po rtab le  homes. Prefe r ,  rocky 
beaches. Some southern  species 
l ive on land-even in trees ! 

HORSESHOE CRAB, u nchanged 
fo r 400 m i l l ion  yea rs, is not a t rue  
c rab .  Fo u n d  on  sha l l ow sandy 
bottoms, i t  i s  of g reat scient ific  
i n terest bu t  l i tt l e  economic  va l ue .  



PORTUGUESE MAN-OF-WAR 
is a je l lyfish-one of the few dan
gerous to swimmers. The sti ng ing  
cel l s  i n  the  tentacles can cause 
severe and pa infu l  reactions.  
Watch for these je l lyfish, easi ly 
recogn ized by their p u rp le  float, 
and remember that tentacles may 
extend over 20 ft. 

fou n d  on southern rocky shores, 
i s  related to sta rfishes a n d  other 
five-rayed an ima l s . The l iv ing Sea 
U rchin  i s  covered with p u rp le  
sp ines. These fa l l  off after death 
and on ly the warty shel l i s  washed 
u p  o n  beaches. 

NS are related to cora l s  
but grow more erect and flattened.  
They are horny, rather than l imy 
l i ke  cora l .  Thei r color va ries from 
yel low to red a n d  vio let. Sea Fans 
are co lon ia l ;  the h u ndreds of l iv
i ng  animals  or po lyps are each 
l i ke a ti ny tentacled je l lyfish.  

CORALS i n c l ude some 2500 k inds, 
but  only a score a re found on ou r  
southern shores. B ra i n  Cora l fo rms 
rou n ded, fu rrowed masses. Stag
horn Cora l  branches as its name 
i nd icates. Cora l s  are colon ia l  an i 
mals  that secrete l ime  to  bu i ld  
reefs and  isl a nds. 



F I S H E S 

BLU E G I L L  is a common su nfish of 
ponds a n d  lakes; wt. to 1 lb . ;  
food,  i n sects and  the i r  k i n .  One of 
the best known pan fish, fou nd  
with bass. 

POMPANO i s  common on  the 
East coast but more so o n  the Gu l f  
a round  i n l ets, channe l s  a n d  river 
mouths .  Wt. 2 to 3 l b . N ote yel
lowish ta i l  marg in .  

F ishes and fi s h i ng  a re, to some, more i mportant than even 
the southern sunsh ine .  This a rea is uneq ua led for its var iety 
of fishes a n d  for the exce l l ence of fi sh ing .  Over 1 1 00 species 
of fresh - and sa lt-water fi shes a re foun d  here, i nc l ud i ng  
many tha t  ra n k  h igh  as food a n d  sports fi shes. I n  South 
F lor ida waters a re Ba haman ,  West I nd ia n  a n d  other south
ern species never seen fa rther north .  Mar ine fi sh ing beg ins  
w i th  the  su rf, jetties and  p iers .  I t  moves i n to boats for  bot
tom fi sh ing , reef fi sh ing (in southern F lo rida)  a n d  out to 
the Gu l f  Stream for the b ig ones. F i shermen a re j ust as 
enth usiast ic a bout bass and  other fresh -water spec ies i n  
the lakes, streams  a n d  spr ings. 

For  more i nformation a bout  fishes, read: 

F I S H ES, H .  S. Z im and  H .  H .  Shoemaker.  Golden Press, New Yo rk, 1 956. 

F I S H I N G  G U I D E. The Miami Hera ld , Miami,  Fla. (a n n u a l  editions ) .  
NoRTH  A M ER ICAN  GAME F I S H ES, F .  R .  La  Monte. Doubleday, New York, 

1 946. 
HAN DBOOK  OF F I S H ES OF T H E  ATLANT IC  SEABOARD,  W. Acke rma n .  Amer.  

Pub.  Co. ,  Wash i ngton,  D.C.,  1 95 1 .  
L I F E  STO RY O F  T H E  F I SH ,  B .  C u rt is .  Appleton-Century, New York, 1 938 .  

F I E L D  BOOK O F  T H E  SHORE  f i S H ES O F  B ER M U DA, W. Beebe and J .  Tee-Va n .  
Putnam, New York, 1 929. 

F LO R I DA F i SH I N G, G .  Lewis. C rown Pub., New York, 1 957. 
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N U RSE SHARK (harmless) is seen 
in sha l l ow water from the Keys to 
Caro l inas, feed ing  on shrimp, 
crabs. Length : 5 to 1 2  ft. Sand 
Shark, smal ler  ( to 9 ft.), and  with
out barbels, is  a scavenger. 

RED GROUPER i s  the most com
mon of a desi rable g roup of 
southern food fishes. A bottom fish 
p referri ng  rocks and channels. 
Color variable; avg. wt. 5 lb. Jew
fish is the largest of the groupers. 

RED SNAPPER i s  the best known 
of the snappers-a l l  a re fine food 
and game fish.  Found  mainly in  
the Gu lf, th i s  o n e  averages about  
5 lb .  Mangrove Snapper is smal l 
er and  g reenish.  

YELLOWTAIL is  a streaml i ned 
snapper with a deeply forked ta i l  
and  a yel low streak on  the sides. 
Like other snappers, has sharp 
teeth, feeds on  shrimp and other 
crustaceans. Wt. about 2 lb . 

BARRACUDA (cuda for short) 
l ives both offshore a nd in sha l 
lows. Avg. wt. a bout  8 l b .-often 
25 lb .  or more. This swift, savage 
fish feeds on sma l le r  species. It 
may attack swimmers. 
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STINGRAY is a flattened relative 
of sha rks. Name refers to a 
toothed bony sti nger near  the 
base of the ta i l  which can p roduce 
a bad wound.  Width of wings :  2 

to 3 ft. Young  are born a l ive. 

CREVALLE JACK, l i ke others of 
its fami ly, has a strong keel a long 
the s ides that supports the ta i l .  
Th i s  flattened game fish  is found  
from Georgia southward, in cuts, 
channels  and i n lets. Avg . wt. 3 lb .  

CHAN NEL  BASS ra nges from the 
Keys to Delaware, moving north 
i n  sp ri ng .  Use the black spot near 
the base of the ta i l  for identifica
tion . A commercia l  food fish, a n d  
a fine  sports fi s h  a lso. 

DOLP H I N  or dorado is c laimed to 
be swiftest a n d  most bea utifu l of 
game fishes. Ma l e  has a vertical  
forehead. Feeds o n  fish, offshore 
i n  the Atlantic and Gulf. Avg. wt. 
5 lb . ;  rarely to 30 or more. 

TARPON, one of the best-known 
game fish, i s  rarely used for food.  
Moves from open water i nto bays 
a n d  rivers in late spr ing.  More 
common in southern F lorida. Avg. 
wt. 30 to 50 l b .-but up to 300. 
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MAR I N E  FISHES 

SAILFISH, named beca use of its 
la rge dorsal fin, i s  a famed south
ern gamefish,  averaging 35 to 45 

l b ., about 6 ft. in length. Found 
mostly in the Gulf  Stream, i t  
feeds o n  smal ler  fishes. 

SNOOK a re found  on the F lorida 
East  coast a nd a long the Gu l f, in  
sha l l ows, near  sp its and  i n  cana ls. 
Feed on  smal l  fish and crusta
ceans. Snook, a top game fish, are 
exce l lent  eating .  Avg.  wt .  5 lb .  

mullet 

ma rlin 

MULLET is common a long shores 
from Hatteras to the Gu lf. It is 
a good food fish, a l so used for 
bait .  I t  feeds o n  smal l  bottom 
p lants a n d  a n i m a ls. Caught  main
ly in  nets. Avg.  wt .  1 lb .  

BLUE MARLIN is  the granddad 
of game fish; some reported as 
l a rge as 1 500 l bs. A Gu lf Stream 
fish, it  moves north in summer, but 
i s  a lways found  off F lorida . Avg. 
wt. 300 l bs. Length : 6 to 1 5  feet. 

SOUTHERN FLOUNDER is m uch 
l i ke i ts northern relative-with col
or as va r iable as the bottom. This 
flatfish lies near ly  bu ried i n  sand, 
awaiti ng crustacea ns  and sma l l  
fish.  F i n e  eati ng.  Avg. wt. 2 lb .  



FRESHWATER FI SHES 

BUFFALOFISH-severa l  species
l ive i n  rivers, bayous a n d  southern 
ponds .  The  coa rse food fishes a re 
n etted commercia l l y . Sma l lmo uth 
Buffalofish from the Gulf  west  of 
F l or ida weigh u p  to 25 l bs.  

LONGNOSE GAR, most common 
of  severa l species, l ives i n  ponds, 
ca n a l s  a n d  rivers. G a rs a re a n 
c ient  fishes, w i t h  a rmored sk i n .  
They a re pests to fishermen  a n d  
d ifficu lt t o  catch .  Two to 4 ft. l ong . 

BLACK CRAP P I E  (Ca l ico Bass) is  
common  i n  lakes and ponds.  I ts 
banded relative, the  Wh ite C rap
p ie, i s  more common  i n  the Mis
siss ippi  basi n .  Both are wel l 
known pan  fish .  Wt .  a bout  1 l b .  

EASTERN P I CKEREL i s  a c lose 
re lative of  the  P ike and Muskel
l u nge .  I t  l i ves  a l o n g  the weedy 
shores of ponds  and slow rivers, 
feeding  o n  a l l  sma l l  aquatic an i
m a ls .  Avg. wt. 1 to 2 l b .  

LARGEMOUTH BASS i s  the 
fresh-water game fish of the  
South .  I t  prefers sha l lows, rocks, 
a n d  overgrown bottoms, fee d i n g  
on aq uatic i nsects. Avg .  wt. 
a bout  1 l b .-record about 25. 



QUEEN TRIGGERFISH of south
e rn  F lor ida waters  has a br i l l iant
ly colored, tou g h  sk in  with sma l l  
sca l es.  A reef dwel l e r  a b o u t  a foot 
long,  i t  feeds 

'
ma in ly  on  she l lfish .  

The  Common Tr iggerfish,  b rown
ish and  s l ig htly sma l le r, is more 
widely d istr ibuted.  

RAINBOW PARROTFISH is the 
largest of a g ro u p  of West  I ndies 
and F lo rida reef fishes. I t  feeds o n  
m o l l usks a n d  ca n bite fishhooks i n  
two with its h eavy, fused teeth .  
You nger  Par rotfishes are  g reener  
i n  co lor .  Length  about  a foot; 
ra rely up to 3 feet. 
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COMMON BUTTERFLY FISH has  
va r iab le  mark ings, but  the b lack 
l i ne  t h ro u g h  the  eye and b lack 
spot  o n  the  upper  fin a re typ ica l .  
T h e  Fou r-eyed Butterfly Fish,  a lso 
common,  has b lack fl ecks on sides 
and an orange  band on  rea r fi ns 
a n d  ta i l .  Both 8 to 1 2  i n .  long .  

COMMO N  ANGELFISH about  
18  i n .  long a n d  b right ly co l o red, 
l ives i n  co ra l  reefs and wel l  up the 
F lo r ida  coast. I ts food is mo l l usks 
and sma l l  c rustacea ns . The Q ueen 
Angelfish i s  s im i l a r  i n  s ize and 
co l o r  bu t  br ighter, a n d  with a 
d a r k  ' 'eye spot" o n  i ts forehead.  



R E P T I L E S  A N D  A M P H I B I A N S  

Repti les and  am ph ib ians receive more attent ion than  their  
importance warrants . Yet the i r  unusua l forms make every
one curious. The Southeast is rich in species of frogs, toads, 
sa lamanders, tu rt les, l izards and snakes. C lose observation 
wi l l  show how i nterest ing these an ima l s  a re .  Few snakes 
a re poisonous and  reasonab le  safeguards can make their 
danger neg l ig ib le .  F i nd  out  about proper c loth i ng  and  
fi rst a id  before go ing  into woods o r  open  country. 

For more about reptiles a n d  amphibia ns, read:  

REPT I L E S  A N D  A M P H I B I A N S ,  H .  S .  Zim and  H .  M. Smi th .  Go lden  P ress, 
New York, 1 953.  

G U I D E  TO THE  R E PT I L E S, A M P H I B I A N S  A N D  f R E S H -WATER  f i S H ES O F  f L O R I D A 

A. F. C a r r  and  C .  J .  Goi n .  U n iv.  of F la .  Press, Ga in esvi l le, 1 955 .  
' 

H A N D B O O K  S E R I E S (va r ious a uthors) .  C omstock Pub .  Assoc. I thaca, 1 947-
57. A series of five h a n d books on Sa lamand ers, F rogs a n d Toads, 
Tu rtles, l izards a n d  Snakes. Sta n d a rd reference .vo l u mes.  

LOGGERH EAD 
fou n d  in bays and the open sea. 
I t  feeds on  she l lfish a n d  othe r  ma
rine l i fe .  Length : over 3 ft .  
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GREEN TREE F ROG is typical of 
a large southern g ro u p  of Hylas .  
I t  is 2 in .  long,  br ight  g reen, with 
a white str ipe down each side; 
toes end i n  suct ion d isks.  Like 
other tree frogs, · i t  is fou n d  on 
p lants nea r water. N ot easi ly 
seen but  often heard at n ight. 

GOPH E R  FROG l ives in p ine 
lands  and scru b lands; often in  
bu rrows of Gopher  Tu rtl es. I t  i s  3 

to 4 i n .  long,  pa le  i n  colo r, with 
dark brown spots. The Gopher 
Frog is bui l t  l i ke the Bu l lfrog, but  
does not l ive by the water. 
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FLORIDA CHORUS FROG and 
i t s  close re latives a re a l l  sma l l ,  
rough -sk in ned f rogs  wi th  s lender  
bodies a nd pointed snouts. Th is 
species has three rows of d ark, 
uneven spots down its back; others 
have dark  stripes. C horus  F rogs 
a re about  an inch long . 

EASTERN NARROW-MOUTHED 
FROG is an u n usua l  f rog with 
smooth skin and a nar row, poi nted 
head, with a fold  o n  skin just 
beh ind  the eyes. I t  i s  a d a rk red
dish-brown a n d  may have l ight  
strips on  each s ide .  1 i n .  long .  



ANOLE, or American Chameleon, 
is a common southern l izard, 
found on  trees and a round bu i ld
ings. I t  c l imbs easi ly with suction 
toe pads. Skin  has  sma l l  scales. 
Color changes from bright g reen 
to brown and gray. Ma le can ex
pand red fold of skin on its throat. 

SOUTHERN FENCE L IZARD, 
seen throughout the Southeast, 
ca n be recognized by its rough 
sca les. Males have b lue  patches 
on their sides and on their th roats. 
Fence Lizards prefer open woods, 
but a re often seen in  woodpiles .  

FIVE-L INED SKINKS (several 
species of them) are  abundant  in 
woods and scrublands, a long 
fences, under  rocks, and even in  
bu i ld i ngs. Adu lts usual ly  have five 
light stripes. The bri l l iant b lue  tail 
fades in adu lts. Feed on  insects 
and other  smal l  invertebrates. 

SIX-LINED WHIPTAIL L IZARD, 
o r  Racerunner, is a common, 
fast and  interesti ng  species, with 
several western relatives. I t  is 
s lender, with a tai l twice its body 
length.  Sca les a re fine and  smooth, 
with six narrow stripes. 



SOFT -SHELLED T U RTLES, com
mon in the South, a re fou nd  
throughout  the Mississipp i  va l ley. 
The she l l  lacks the ho rny sca les of 
other tu rtles, and the edge is  soft. 
These vicious  tu rt les snap a n d  bite. 
The sp iny  southern species is often 
seen c lose to the water. 

GOPHER TU RTLE is a c l u msy 
c l u bfooted vegeta r ian which l ives 
i n  the long  b u r rows it d igs  in the 
sandy so i l .  I t  is  a true tortoise 
with a h igh -backed she l l , related 
to those of the Southwest desert 
and to the  g ian t  to rtoise of the 
Galapagos I s l ands. Grows 1 0  ta 
1 2  i n .  l o n g .  

SNAP P I N G  T URTLES, m ost com
mon i n  the South, a re aquatic .  The 
rea r of the i r  rough shel l  has  a 
toothed edge.  The  u ndersh e l l  i s  
sma l l . The A l l i g ator  S n apper, a 
larger  species, may weigh over 
1 00 lb. I t  is fou n d  o n ly i n  south
ern  r ivers and pands. 

SL I DERS a re the tu rtl es fou nd  i n  
pet shops.  They a re flat-sh e l led 
a q u atic species of the  south  and 
centra l  states, often seen s u n n i n g  
o n  logs. Males may be m uch d a r k 
er  t h a n  fema les  a n d  often have 
extra- long toena i l s  on the i r  front 
feet. Length : 8 to 1 2  i n .  



ALLIGATORS A N D  CROCODI LES are typica l of th is  
southern a rea.  A l l igators, once common, a re widespread, 
though somewhat rare, and it is a l m ost i mpossib le  to fi nd 
one over 1 0  ft. l ong .  Note the b road snout. A l l igators 
become dormant  when weather is co ld  and when it i s  
hot and d ry. The fema le  lays 30 to 40 eggs i n  a n est of 
twigs  and  decaying p la nts a nd guards  it t i l l  the young  a re 
hatched.  A l l igator h unt ing is now restr icted by law, and  
young  may  no t  be  so ld .  The c rocod i le  i s  much  rarer, be ing 
found  on ly in  a few p laces i n  southern F lor ida and the 
Keys; it has a n arrower snout, needs a warmer c l imate, 
and  prefers sa lt  o r  b rackish water. It is m uch  more vicious. 
A l l igators can be seen i n  Everg lades Nat.  Park (p .  1 24) , 
but the chances of seeing a wi ld  crocod i le  a re s l im .  
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H A R M L E S S  S N A K E S 

P I N E  SNAKE, a southeastern bu l l  
snake, p refers open  p ine  woods; 
feeds o n  gophers and  other sma l l  
rodents. I t  i s  b lotched g ray and 
brown, d a rker toward the  tai l .  
Length about  5 ft. H isses loudly. 

SOUTHERN BLACK RACER, thin, 
g racefu l, active, is  b lue-black, 
with white u nder the chin;  length 
3 to 4 ft. Scales smooth, tai l  long.  
Everglades Racer is  s imi lar but  
l ighter, especia l ly on the bel ly. 

EASTERN COACHWHI P  SNAKE 
is a long, thin (5 to 6 ft. ) racer. 
Dark-colored at  head, g rading to 
tan or  b rown at tai l .  Prefers open 
cou ntry; feeds o n  m ice, gophers 
and smal l  snakes. 

YELLOW RAT SNAKE represents 
a group of eastern snakes that k i l l  
the i r  p rey by constriction.  I t  is 4 
to 5 ft. long,  yel low-tan with dark 
stripes. Everglades Rat Snake 
is s im i lar, but  bright orange. 

CORN SNAKE belongs to the rat 
snake group, but  is br ightly 
co lored, with b lack-edged red 
blotches. Length 3 to 4 ft. This a n d  
other r a t  snakes a re sometimes 
seen a round barns  and  other 
bu i ld ings  h unti ng  rats. 



INDIGO SNAKE is the la rgest i n  
t h e  South-up t o  8 ft. long; heavy, 
thick-bod ied, m idn ight  b lue.  Pre
fers open land  a n d  hammocks; 
feeds on �odents. Tames easi ly 
and can be kept as a pet. 

RAI N BOW SNAKE and  the Mud 
Snake are two attractive (but sel
dom seen) aquatic species. The 
Rainbow Snake is dark above, __ _..-: 
striped with red; be l ly  red, with 
rows of b lack spots. Often bur
rows. length 3 to 4 ft. 

MUD SNAKE-or Horn  Snake-is 
dark above, with red mark ing on 
the sides, merg ing  i n to the red of 
the bel ly. length a bout  4 ft.;  tai l  
short, end ing  in a sharp spike or  
"sti nger" which  is not poisonous .  

S O U T H E R N  R I N G - N E C K E D  
SNAKE i s  a sma l l  ( 1 2  to 1 8  i n . ) ,  
brownish or  black snake with a 
yellow or orange bel ly, and  
marked by a ye l low neck r ing.  
Widely d istributed. Feeds o n  in
sects and  their  k in .  

ROUGH GREEN SNAKE is  �as;;;;� .... --._ 
sma l l  (2 ft. ), attractive, i nsect-eat
i ng  species fou n d  throughout the 
South. Sca les strong ly  kee led; col
or i s  bright g reen above, bel ly 
whitish. The only southern snake 
so co lored. 
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P O I S O N O U S  S N A K E S  

EASTERN DIAMONDBACK, big 
ratt ler  of the South, g rows to 
over 7 ft. Sca les, keeled even on 
head; d iamonds on  back. Prefers 
d ry open land,, pa l metto thickets. 

CANE BRAKE RATTLER i s  a 
smal ler  (4 to 6 ft. ) ,  ye l lowish, 
b lotched rattler of southern flat
la nds. Ta i l  g rades into b lack. The 
Timber Rattl e r, seen n o rthward, is  
s imi lar, but  sti l l  smal ler .  

P IGMY RATTLER, a l so ca l led the 
G round  R.att ler, is a sma l l ,  
b lotched snake (2 ft. ) ,  w i th  a 
sharp snout. Has p lates on head in  
contrast to D iamondback's sca les. 
Vicious-in  spit� of its size. 

COTTONMOUTH, o r  Water Moc
casi n , is  a th ick-bodied, flat-heed
ed poisonous  snake of swa mps 
and rive r ban ks. P i ts between 
n ostri l s  and  eyes-l i ke ratt lers' . 
Marking ind i sti nct when' mature . 

. CORAL SNAKE is dangerous. 
Red with b lack r ings  bordered by 
ye l l ow, and  with a black nose. A 
secretive, bu rrowing species. Do 
not confuse with harmless Scarlet 
Snake or Sca rlet King Snake. 



MOCKINGBI RD-slender, g ray, 
with white wing and ta i l  patches 
-is the sweet s inger of the South. 
Seen around homes. 1 0  i n .  

CARDINAL i s  t h e  crested, a l l -red 
bird of fencerows a n d  open 
woods. Female brownish, but with 
same thick red b i l l  as  ma le .  8 i n .  

B I R D S  

In the south bright Carolina Parakeets were once seen 
along streams, and Ivory-billed Woodpeckers guarded the 
virgin forests. There are still many species to see-in this 
region over 500 species have been identified. During 
winter, look for northern birds which have migrated south
ward. Other attractive species never leave the South. The 
climate favors all-year bird-watching. Several bird clubs 
hold regular meetings, to which visitors are welcome. The 
National Audubon . Society conducts guided . tours from 
Miami into the Everglades and other places noted for their 
bird life. 

For more about Southern b irds, read:  
B I RDS, H .  S. Z im and I .  N .  Gabrielson .  Golden Press, 1 955. 
A F I E l D  G U I D E  TO T H E  B I RDS ,  R .  T.  Peterson .  Houghton Mifflin, 1 947. 
A GU I D E TO B I R D  F I N D I N G  EAST O F  T H E  M I S S I S S I PP I ,  0. 5.  Petti ng i l l .  Oxford 

Un iv. Press, Toronto, 1 95 1 . 
FlOR I DA B I R D  L I FE ,  A. Spru nt.  Cowa rd-McCann ,  New York, 1 954. 
GEORGIA B I R D S, T. D.  Bur le igh .  U n iv. of Okla. Press, 1 958.  

LO U I S IANA B I RDS ,  G .  H .  Lowe ry. La .  State Un iv. Press, Baton Rouge,  1 955. 
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LARG E R  H ERONS - white species and  others - are 
among the most dramatic southern birds. · 

Great White Heron (54 i n .), largest and rarest, is 
a l l  wh ite, with g reenish-ye l low legs and  a ye l low bi l l .  A 
form of the B lue  Heron, it is sometimes seen a long the 
south coast, more often i n  the F lo rida Keys. 

American Egret (38 in . )  is sma l ler, a lso pure wh ite 
and with a ye l low bi l l , but with b lack  legs a n d  feet. 
Found common ly  in swam ps and roads ide d itches. 

Snowy Egret (24 in .), sti l l  sma l ler a n d  sti l l  a l l  wh ite; 
a l so with b lack b i l l  and b lack legs. However, the feet are 
yel l ow. About the same s ize, and  becoming i ncreasing ly  
common, i s  the  Catt le Egret from Afr ica, with ye l l ow legs 
and bi l l ;  buff on  head and back when breed ing .  
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Great Blue Heron (48 in . )  is b l ue-gray i n  co lor  and  
larger than a ny other da rk wading bird except t he  Sand
h i l l  Crane  (p ;  1 1 1  ). Widely d istr ibuted north to Canada, 
but  nests i n  F lo rida and  a long Gu lf coast. 

Louisiana Heron (26 in . )  i s  fou n d  a long the coast 
from Texas to the Caro l i nas .  Co lor  s late-g ray, b rowner 
on  head, with wh ite on  be l ly  and rump and under wings .  

Little Blue Heron (22 in .) is easi ly confused with s imi
lar species. Youn g  b i rds wh itei g reen i sh  l egs, dark b i l l . 
P l umage darkens with agei purp l i sh  head and  neck.  S imi 
lar  but l a rger  i s  the Redd is h  Eg ret, i n  two co lor phases
white and  norma l .  Legs b l u ishi b i l l  l ight  at base, da rk at  
t ip .  The  Green Heron ( 1 8 in . )  has  a reddish-brown neck, 
green feathers a n d  orange legs. 
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OTH ER LARGE MARSH LA N D  BI RDS i n c l ude  a great 
many of the most unusua l  and  most attractive of a l l  
southern species. 

Anh i n ga, or Wat�r Turkey has a long ta i l  and  longer 
neck.  Note the s i lvery patches which appear on forewings .  
Both fema les and  young have brown ish neck and breast. 
Length, 34 inches. 

Wh ite Ibis  (25 in . ) has wh ite body, b lack  wingtips, 
red face and  l egs. The Glossy I b is (22 i n . ) ,  is meta l l ic 
bronze. The Roseate Spoonb i l l  (p .  85) is a re lat ive. 

Wood I b is (40 in.) is a stork, not an  ibis .  Note b lack 
on wings.  Head g ray, naked; p ink feet; b i l l  cu rved down.  
F l ies wi th neck and legs outstretched.  
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Sandh i l l Crane (44 in . ) ,  fl ies l i ke a n  ib is, with head  
and  neck outstretched, bu t  is  a gray b i rd with a naked 
red patch on its head .  Throat wh ite, legs b lack; rear 
feathers tufted .  Seen in  open mead_ows; now uncommon .  

L i m p k i n  is a b rown ish wader, ma rked with white spots 
and  b lotches . legs da rk, b i l l  curved s l ight ly downward 
l ike an  ib is 's .  Seen loca l ly i n  F lor ida.  length, 26  i n .  

F l a m i n gos, which have become a n  avia n trademark 
for F lor ida,  a re b i rds  which have wandered from the 
Ba hamas a n d  West I n d ies .  They have never nested here .  
The large b i rds (46 in . )  a re a l l  p ink, with b lack  on wings, 
neck long,  b i l l  heavy a n d  bent down sharp ly  m idway. 
Severa l co lon ies of captive b i rds  may be seen .  

B I R D S  1 1 1  



BALD EAGLE is fa i rly common 
a long rivers, lakes and  the ocean,  
nest ing in  ta l l  o r  dead trees. N ote 
the eag le's white head and  toi l .  
Length, 30 i n ., 7 f t .  wi ngs and 
powerfu l ,  hooked beak. Feeds 
main ly o n  fish.  Young  have wh ite 
on wings and  breast on ly. 

KITE (24 
in .), has a deeply fo rked ta i l ;  
head i s  white; main ly white be
low. Feeds on insects a n d  other 
smal l  an ima ls. Everg lade Kite, now 
very rare (p. 1 0), feeds on ly on 
snai ls, a round  Lake Okeechobee. 
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FRI GATE BIRD (40 i n .), a lso 
known as Man of War Bi rd, i s  
among the  most g racefu l  of a l l  
flying  birds. This la rge black bird 
with long, th in  wings and forked 
ta i l  circles h igh  over water, watch
i ng  to rob a g u l l  o r  a pelica n .  
T h e  y o u n g  have a white head. 

OSPREY, or  Fish Hawk (22 in.), 
can be recognized i n  flight by its 
wh ite u nderpqrts a n d  the block 
patches at the bends of the wing.  
Head ma in ly white, with a broad 
stripe behind the eye. Hovers, 
then p l u nges feet fi rst to g rasp 
trash fish, its pr inc ipal  food. 



NIGHTHAWK, or Bu l lbat (9 in .), 
is most often seen at d usk, feed
ing on flying insects. I ts piercing 
cal l  and erratic fl ight  ma ke it easy 
to identify. Note its long wings 
and s l ightly forked tai l .  Especia l ly 
common in  the South d u ring sum
mer, even a bout cities. 

BLACK VULTURE (24 in .) is seen 
soaring with wings t ipped sl ightly 
upward. Head b lock and bare, 
ta i l  short; l ighter patches u nder 
wings near tips.  The T urkey Vu l
tu re is larger (30 in . )  and  has a 
naked, red-skinned head. Both 
are scavengers, feed on  carrion .  

CARACARA, common i n  Mexico, 
is a lso found  in  centra l F lorida. 
This 22-in . relative of hawks and  
vu ltures has long legs a n d  a dark, 
crested head with red skin at the 
base of its b i l l .  Some white on 
throat, breast and  tai l .  Nests in 
late winter or early spring. 

RED-SHOULDERED HAWK (20 
in . ) ,  seen al l  through the South 
on poles o r  fence posts, has b road 
wings and a dark-banded ta i l .  A 
mottled reddish-brown, with red
dish shou lders. Paler i n  southern 
F lorida and on the Keys . 
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BOAT-TAILED GRACKLE is a 
da rk, i r idescent, long-ta i led b i rd  
fou nd  a long wate rways and 
sho res. Length,  1 6  i n . ;  fema le  
sma l l er ( 1 3  i n . )  m uch b rowner and  
w i th  a pa ler  th roat. I t  feeds o n  
i n sects a n d  water a n ima l s  a n d  
n ests i n  m a rshes d u ri n g  sp r i ng .  

RED-W I N G E D  BLACKBIRD is  a 
widespread, attractive swa mp 
b i rd, especi a l ly common i n  south
e rn  marshes, where i t  nests o n  cat
ta i l s  a n d  shrubs . Note sca r let 
shou lder  patches of the  b lack 
ma le .  Female  sma l l e r  (7 .5  i n . ) ,  
strea ked gray-brown .  
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PALM WARBLER is  the most 
common of the  many  warb lers 
fou n d  i n  w i nter i n  the South .  I t  is 
l i gh t  brown,  pale be low, with a 
chestn u t  crown a n d  a ye l low l i n e  
over the  eye . Wags i ts ta i l  con 
sta nt ly.  Severa l  dozen othe r  wa r
b le rs, some br i l l i a nt ly  co l ored, ca n 
be seen d u r i ng  m i g rat ions .  

BOBWHITE, o r  Q u a i l, i s  the  
southern  gameb i rd .  I t  i s  a g round  
b i rd ;  sma l l ,  p l u m p  a n d  red dish
b rown,  l i ke a ch icken with short 
w ings .  The  m a l e  has a wh ite 
th roat and eye stripe .  F lor ida 
Bobwh i tes a re da rker in  co lor  a n d  
a b i t  sma l l e r  ( 9  i n . ) .  They feed on  
seeds a n d  i nsects. 



RED-BE L L I E D  WOODPECKER is 
ma rked by a b la ck-a n d-whi te 
stri ped back a n d  by its red ca p .  
The fema le  has red o n ly on the  
neck ,  and  young bi rds have b rown 
instead of red.  This woodpecker, 
abundant  in  the South, feeds on 
acorns, oth e r  fru its, and i n sects. 

PAINTED BUNTING, or  Nonpa
rei l ,  is conside red the most beauti
fu l  Ame rica n bird. The br ig h t  male 
(5.5 in.)  needs no description;  the 
female is g reenish a bove, ye l low
ish be low. A summer  resident  which 
nests in  the S . E . coasta l p lain .  I n· 
d igo Bu nti n g  (5 i n . ) is a n  a l l ·  
b lue  re lative. 

GRO U N D  DOVE is a sma l l  dove 
common in open a reas a n d  a long  
southern roads.  I t  i s  short (7  i n . )  
p l u m p  w i t h  b r i g h t  red-brown 
wings. Breeds from February to 
October.  Feeds on seeds. Mo urn 
i n g  Dove is l a rger, w i th  o l ive
brown back  a n d  poi n ted ta i l .  

the  centra l F l or ida pra i ri es, w here 
it digs a nesti n g  hole 4 to 8 ft .  
long ,  a t  the end of wh i ch  eggs a re 
l a id i n  t he  spri n g .  Th i s  sma l l  owl 
(9 i n . )  has l ong  legs, la rge, w h ite 
spots on its back, w h ite below. 
Someti m es fou n d  on  the  Keys. 
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BROWN PELICAN is a large (50 
i n .), l umbering, dark brown bird 
with white on the head and a long 
bill .  Flies close to water with head 
pul led bock. Plunges head first af
ter fish-its on ly food. 

LEAST TERN (9 in.) is the smal l 
est and most del icate of its kind. 
White with black cap (spring); 
feet and bi l l  yellow, b lack tip 
(dul ler in fal l) . Frequently seen 
near shore, plunging after fish. 

ROYAL TERN (20 in.), is seen all 
year on a l l  southern coasts. Note 
in summer its ora nge-red bill and 
block cop. The toil  is deeply 
forked. Caspian Tern is similar, 
tail  less forked and bill redder. 

LAUGH ING GULL ( 16 in.), an 
abundant perm anent resident, is 
mediu m-sized; m arked by a dark 
mantle and darker wi ng tips. 
Head block in spring. Ring-billed 
Gul l  is abundant in winter. 

DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMOR
ANT (33 in.) is seen alone or in 
Iorge flocks all along the Gulf and 
Atlantic coasts, It is black, with a 
blue-green i ridescent sheen, a 
hooked-bi l l  and a long neck. 



RUDDY TURNSTON E  (9 i n .) is a 
common red-legged shore bird 
with a redd ish-brown back and  
b lack  breast m a rkings i n  spr ing.  
In winter, colors a re d u l ler. Win
ters commonly along S .E .  coast. 

WILLET is a l a rger shore bi rd ( 1 6  

i n . ), g ray and  wh ite with dark 
legs and  a stout, straight bi l l .  
Wings  darker with wide  white 
stripes; breast g ray. Seen a long 
a l l  southern coasts. 

COOTS are seen in l akes and 
ponds  a l l  through the South .  They 
are slate gray, p l ump, low and 
duck l ike, wi th  whi te  b i l l s .  Expert 
d ivers and swimmers, Coots nest 
in northern marshes. 

LESSER SCAUP is, according to 
experts, the commonest duck of 
F lor ,da.  It is  seen ma in ly over salt 
water.  Note its b lack hea d .  and 
tai l ,  g lossed with p u rp le, and the 
short white wing stripe. 

BLACK-BELLIED P LOVER can be 
seen a l l  winter  and d u ring the 
migrations. Note its stout form 
and the short, heavy b i l l .  Mottled 
g ray above, l ighter below i n  win
ter. In spring note the black belly. 



WHITE-TAI LED D E E R, the on ly 
species of th i s  reg ion ,  is ma rked 
by a long tai l ,  wh ite u nderneath, 
and  long w hite-l i n ed ears. On ly 

bucks have ant lers·. A sma l le r  
fo rm, the Key Deer ,  is · found  o n ly 
on and  near  B ig  P i ne  Key. About 
3 ft .  h igh;  weight,  50 to 80 l bs. 

M A M M A L S  

Mamma ls of the Southeast are not seen as often as other 
wi ld l ife, but bear, deer, wi ldcat, opossum a n d  raccoon 
abound and  there a re scores of sma l l e r  species. Most mam
ma l s  a re shy  and  noctu rna l .  Pat ience is needed to  study 
or  even spot them.  They are more eas i ly seen i n  zoos than 
in the wi ld, but there is  noth ing com pared to the thr i l l  of 
seeing a bea r  o r  deer i n  woods or ham mocks.  This  reg ion 
a lso offers mc;:my marine mamma l s-from the manatee to 
do lph ins, porpo ises -an d  even wha les . 

For more about  m a m m a l s  and their l ife h i stories read:  
MA M MALS, H .  S.  Z im and D. F. Hoffmeister. Go lden  Press, New York, 

1 955.  
A F I ELD GU I D E TO THE MA M MALS, W. H .  Bu rt and Grossenheider.  H ough

ton Mifflin,  Boston ,  1 952. 
MA M MALS O F  NoRTH AM ER ICA, V. H.  Caha lane, Macmi l l a n ,  New Yo rk, 

1 947. 
L IVES  OF GA M E  AN I MALS, E.  T. Seton .  Chas.  T. Bra nford,  Boston,  1 953 

(6 vo l umes). 
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BLACK BEARS a re sti l l  fou n d  i n  
t h i s  region,  bu t  h a v e  d ied out  i n  
some a reas to the no rth,  east and  
west. They l ive i n  wood la nds, 
feed ing o n  sma l l  a n i m a l s  a n d  wi ld  
f ru i t .  I n  F lor ida the B lack  Bear is  
l a rger  than elsewhere i n  the 
South, weigh i ng  u p  to 600 l bs. 

GRAY FOX (but  not the Red) is 
common  in open wood la n ds. I t  
h u nts sma l l  m a m m a l s  a n d  may 
take pou ltry . It a l so eats some 
fru its and berries . I n  F lor ida i t  i s  
somewh at  sma l l er, with shorte r 
ears a n d  ta i l .  length,  36 i n .  You n g  
( 4  t o  6)  a re b o r n  i n  sp r i ng .  

BO BCATS, o n ce fou n d  over the  
ent i re U. S. ,  a re sti l l  com m o n  i n  
the Sou theast.  I n  F lor ida  they a re 
darker, with more b lack  on the i r  
backs. The  C o u g a r, o r  Moun ta in  
l ion-largest of the cats-is ra re, 
but does occ u r  i n  southern a n d  
centra l F lor ida.  

RACCOONS l ive i n  fie lds  a n d  
open woods, feed ing  on  s m a l l  a n i
ma ls, corn a n d  fru i t .  I n  spr i ng  3 

to 6 b l i nd  yo u n g  are born i n  a 
bu rrow o r  ho l low tree. T here i s  
much  variatio n  i n  co lor and size. 
Southern raccoons  a re ye l lowish . 
length,  35 i n .  
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MUSKRAT, a n  importa nt south
ern fur  mammal ,  i s  a bsent from 
F lorida,  but  is common westwa rd 
a long the Gu lf. Feed s on  catta i l  
and other  aq uatic  p lants. Note 
the long, compressed tai l .  

NUTRIA, from South America, 
a re now common in  the Missis! ippi  
delta and  a re spreading fast. Nu 
tria com pete for  food wi th  Musk
rats, but  have poorer fur . They 
a re large, with a rounded taiL 
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OPOSSUMS a re our only mam
mals  with a pouch for p rotecti ng  
the u n deve loped young .  These 
slow, rather lazy an imals feed at 
n ight  on eggs,  sma l l  an ima ls and 
fru it. They seem more vicious than 
they rea l ly  are. 

ARMAD I L LOS, from Mexico, a re 
now estab l ished in the Southeast. 
These a rmored mammals feed 
o n  i nsects. In spring, fou r  identi
cal  young  are  born.  Their  sk i n 
remains  soft u nt i l  they matu re. 



FOX SQU I RRELS are handsome 
tree dwel lers with sma l l  ea rs and  
long ,  bushy tai ls .  Severa l forms
gray, buff and b lack. All attrac
tive, especia l ly the Mang rove Fox 
Squi rrel of the Everg lades. 

SPOTTED SKUNKS are sma l le r  
than the Striped S k u n k, wh ich  i s  
a l so found i n  the Southeast. The 
F lor ida Spotted Skunk is the sma l l 
est k i nd ,  w i th  la rge, white �tripes 
and a shorter ta i l .  Length, t � i n .  

MARSH RABBIT  is  a sma l le r  
southern rabb i t  which  m ight  be 
confused with the C ottontai l .  The 
Marsh Rabbit, fo und  i n  wet  areas, 
i s  d a rker brown; the tail i s  smal l 
er, as  are i t s  feet and  ea rs. 

OTTERS a re aquatic  mem bers of 
the weasel fami ly, l iv ing in 
swamps and  a long  streams, feed
ing on fish.  The F lo rida Otter i s  
l a rger and  somewhat redder, with 
a longer tai l .  Length, about  50 i n .  



MANAT E ES a re found  in  
southern F lor ida bays  a n d  
rivers, feed ing  o n  aq uat ic 
p lants. These unga in ly  mam
ma l s  weig h u p  to  a ton .  I t  i s  
hard to see how they gave 
rise to fa b les about  mer
ma id s-but they d id .  Per
haps mothers n ursing the i r  
si ng l e  young suggested such 
stories. The young  a re ab le  
to  sw im at b i rth .  Ma natees 
(or Sea Cows) , adapted for 
water, have a stout body 
end ing i n  a flattened hori
zonta l ta i l ;  fore l imbs are 
mod ified in to fl i ppers. They 
can stay under  water sev
era l m i n utes, but must come ������-�"IJZ����� up for a i r .  

BOTTLE-NOSED DOLP H I N, with a beak l i ke  snout, is 
the common  do lph in  of southern shores-the sta r of marine 
exh ib its. Farther out a t  sea,  Harbor Porpoises may be seen 
leap ing  after fish  or p laying near  boats. Both a n ima l s  a re 
rap id swim mers, a nd  can leap we l l  o ut of the water. 



Fa mi ly  pi c nic on the bea ch at Hollywood,  Flor i d a .  

W H AT T O  S E E  A N D  D O  

I n  th is  r i ch ly  endowed reg ion  there is  m uch to see and  do .  
Here i s  a s ummary for the benefi t  of the vis i tor o r  new
comer. Such common and  en joyab le  activit ies as  s unn ing ,  
swimming ,  p icn ick ing,  h ik ing, bo_at ing,  camp ing  and fi sh
ing a re poss ib le  in so many p laces that deta i led l i st i ngs  
for  such  activit ies a re im possib le .  They wi l l  be noted u nder 
Nationa l  Pa rks and  Forests, State Parks and  other recre
at iona l  a reas.  For c;r deta i led l isti ng of cam psites, see 
VACAT I O N  CAM PG Ro U N DS, Southeastern  ed it ion, H u ltqu ist, 
Box 265, Maryv i l le, Ten n . ,  1 956 (75c) .  

Before your  tr i p, get road informat ion from the tou r 
d iv is ions of the la rge o i l  compan ies, a i r l i nes, ra i l roads  or 
bus l i nes .  Fu rther  i nformat ion can be had from state a n d  
loca l Chambers o f  Commerce and  from :  
A LABA M A :  l n f. & Educ. Sec., Dept .  

of Conservation ,  Montgomery 
F LO R I DA :  F la . Deve l .  C o m m . , Ca ld 

we l l  B ldg . ,  Ta l l a hassee 
G e o R G I A :  Fish & Game Comm. , 

4 1 2 State C api to l ,  At lan ta 

Lo U S I A N A :  Dept.  of Comm.  & I nd . , 
State C apito l ,  Baton Rouge 

M I S S I S S I P P I : Agr .  & I n d .  Board, 
State Office B ldg . ,  Jackson 

S o u T H  C A R O L I N A :  S .C .  C hamber  
of Commerce, C o l u mb ia  
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Everglades National Park-ranger patrollin g in airboat. 

F L O R I D A  

EVERGLADES NAT I O NAL PARK, cover ing over a 
m i l l ion  and  a ha lf acres, is the on ly  Nationa l  Park i n  th i s  
reg ion .  The g reat wi lderness a rea is dedicated to pre
serve the natura l everg lades environment-a sea of grass 
and water with hammocks of tropica l hardwood trees, 
ra re p lants and  a wea lth of wi ld l ife.  I n  th is, our  on ly  
tropica l pa rk, a re some of the great  rookeries of egrets, 
ib is, herons and  other wading b irds .  There a re a l l igators, 
c rocodi les and  other repti les. F ish are p lent ifu l , too, in  
F lor ida Bay and i n  the " lakes" and "r ivers. " F ish i ng  i s  
perm itted;  it is exce l lent .  

Enter the park by US 27 from Homestead.  An exce l lent 
road leads to the Roya l Pa lm  Station and on to F lamingo 
(museum,  boats, restau ra nts) . Stop at  the Anh inga trai l  
and at  other m . � � areas.  Rangers conduct wa lks, g ive 
ta lks. Audubon tou , loca l boat trips, cam ping and  other  
faci l it ies a re ava i lab le .  
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Everg lades Nationa l  
Park i s  a sa nctuary. Do 
not  pick p lants o r  d isturb 
an ima ls .  There a re won 
derfu l  opportun ities for 
nature photog raphy if 
you a re patient and  have 
the equ ipment. The park 
can a lso be entered by 
boat from the town of Ev
erg lades and  from the 
F lor ida Keys. Use a gu ide 
or have a chart before try
ing unfam i l ia r  waterways. 
Have a nother look at the 
everg lades a long  the Tamiami  Tra i l  (US 4 1 )  where tr ips 
by a i rboat o r  in swampbuggies can be a rranged .  These 
ca n take you deep into the everg lades but a re banned 
from the park itse lf .  Also a long the Tam iam i  Tra i l  a re a 
number of I nd ian  vi l lages, where loca l Sem ino les offer 
hand icrafts and  cond uct a i rboat trips. 

Audubon wildlife tou r  in Everglades.  



H ISTO R I C  SIT ES, a score and  more of them, are pre
served in  F lor ida under the ausp ices of State and  Federa l 
agenc ies. The fi rst five of these a re under the care of the 
Nationa l  Park Service. Visit them if possib le .  

Castillo de San Marcos, b u i l t  from 1 672 t o  1 696 b y  t h e  Span ia rds 
(p . 26) in St. Aug usti ne  (p. 1 28 )  he l ped protect the treasu re fleet 
homeward bound  from New Spa in .  The massive fort fig u red in wars 
with the  French, Br i t i sh and  I nd ia ns .  I t  was later  used a s  a m i l i ta ry 
pr ison .  Muse u m  a n d  gu ide  service. 

Fort Matanzas, 1 4  m i l es southward, on  route A 1 A, p rotected the 
"back door" to St. August ine .  Nea rby, a t  the Anastasia i n l et, the cap
tu red F rench were s laug htered by the Span i sh .  H istor i ca l  Museum and  
p i cn i c  g rou nds . 

Fort Caroli ne,  o n  the St. Johns  river east of Jacksonv i l le,  was the 
fi rst French settlement  ( 1 564).  The i l l -fated co lony was wea kened by 
fa m i n e  a n d  m u tiny  when  re inforcements under  Jean  Riba ut  were 
wrecked by a h u rr ica ne and k i l led by the Span i sh, who took the fo rt 
in 1 565. The memor ia l  a rea offers a muse u m  a nd p icn i c  g rou nds .  

De Soto Nat.  Memorial  commemorates the land ing of Hernando 
De Soto a n d  the begi n n i n g  of i n land exp lo rat ion .  Fou r  m i les west of 
Bradenton; mon ument  and picnic grou nds.  

Fort Jefferson, on the D ry Tortugas 70 m i les west of Key West i s  
access ib le  o n ly by boat. The g reat fo rt, beg u n  i n  1 846, beca me the  
p rison for  the " L inco ln  consp irators . " Rare b i rds a n d  wonderfu l fish ing .  

Fort Cli nch State P ark, 30 mi les N . E. of J acksonvi l l e  at  the t ip  of 
Amelia I s l and ,  su r rounds  a b ri ck  fort beg u n  in 1 850 a n d  n ever fi ni shed .  

Fort  Jefferson National Mon u m ent-Dry Tortu gas, Florida. 
FNB 



Fort Cl inch State Pa rk-Amelia I sland,  Florida .  

Th i s  and  o ther  forts of  t h i s  period were made  o bsolete by the i nvention 
of the  rifled ca n n o n  which cou l d  p ierce the wal ls with h i gh·explosive 
she l ls .  Museum, ca mping,  boati n g  and swi mming .  

Fort Pickens State Park occupies the western  t ip  of Sa nta Rosa 
I s land, opposite Pensaco la .  F i sh ing,  swimming ,  camp ing  a n d  boati ng .  
Fort  P i ckens  once p rotected Pensaco la  and  was he ld by U n ion  forces 
a l l  d u r ing  the C iv i l  War. N ow a museum.  

Battle of Natural Bridge Mon u ment. _m a r ks the s i te  where loca l 
defenders he ld  off a Federa l a ttack a n d  kept Ta l l a hassee from fa l l i ng  
i nto U n ion h a nds-the on ly  Southern capita l  wh i ch  d i d  no t  do so .  East 
of Woodvi l le  on U S  98 and southeast of Ta l l a h a ssee. 

D a de Memori al P ark, o n  US 301 south of  Bushne l l ,  m arks the 
p lace where Maj. Franc is  Dade a n d  h i s  command were ambushed by the 
Seminoles i n  1 835.  Only th ree men escaped, and for the n ext seven 
yea rs the second Semino le  war was fiercely waged.  Museum.  

State Constitution Convention Memorial  (wi th  museum) is  j u st 
south of Port St.  Joe .  H ere the fi rst F l or ida state const i tu t ion  was 
adopted i n  1 839. Two years l ater, Port  St. Joe was wiped out  by ye l low 
fever .  In 1 844, Dr. J o h n  Gerr ie, attempt ing to cool fever v ict ims, i n· 
vented the fi rst mecha n ica l  ice·making mach i n e. I n  the sq uare i n  
Apa lach ico l a  ( a b o u t  20 m i l es east on  US 98)  is  a memor ia l  to D r. 
Gerrie, and a state m useu m.  

Olustee Battlefield H i storical Mem ., east  of Lake C ity o n  US  90, 
marks  the site of the  la rgest C iv i l  War batt le in F lor ida at wh ich  Un ion  
forces were defeated. V i s i t  t he  m u seum.  

Other h i storical s ites i nc lude Marian n a  Memoria l in  that town;  
Gamble  Mansion a t  E l l en ton;  Add iston B lockhouse a n d  several  p la nta· 
t ion r u i ns-a l l  north  of Daytona  Beach. 
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Oldest hou se-St. A u g u stine, Florida. 

SAI NT A U G U ST I N E  i s  a gem.  Th i s  o l dest c i ty in the 
Un ited States overflows with th ings  to see. Founded in  
1 5651 the town may be the p lace where Juan Ponce de 
le6n la nded in  1 5 1 3 . The monumenta l  Casti l l o  de  San 
Marcos (p .  1 26) dom inates the old town .  Across from the 
p laza is the cathedra l and a round it a re na rrow streets and  
o ld bu i l d ings .  Wa l k/ or tou r  t he  town by horse and  buggy. 
See the o l d  Span i sh  treasury; Spa n ish  cemetery; zero 
m i l estone; Patio house; O ldest House and  the State Ar
sena l .  There a re a lso a number of com mercia l attractions.  
Nea rby are Anastasia State Park and severa l beaches . 



I N DIANS do not ob ject to tou rists, but  if you visit them 
at  their  reservat ions or a long the Tamiami  Tra i l ,  remem
ber you a re their  guests. There a re three Semino le  reser
vations in  F lor ida:  ( 1 ) a sma l l  one at Dan ia  on US 44 1 
north of Miam i .  Here at the Sem ino le  Arts and  Crafts Gui ld 
a re exce l lent examp les of sewing and other c rafts; (2)  
Brig hton reservation on the northwest s ide of lake Okee
chobee; (3) the Big Cypress reservation , off Rte 29  south of 
Immoka lee, is l east access ib le  and  most interest ing .  There 
a re severa l vi l la ges a long the Tamiami  Tra i l  a lso .  For more 
about the Sem ino les, see pp. 30 to 31 . The Sem ino les are 
the only I nd ians  l iv ing in F lor ida today. Mounds made by 
ear l ier I nd ians (p. 28) a re preserved in state pa rks. These 
are :  Bickel Mound  at Terra Ceia; Turt le  Mound  on Rte A 1 A, 
south of New Smyrna Beach;  Green Mound, 7 m i .  south 
of Daytona Beach on A 1 A. There is a ceremonia l mound 
at Ft. Walton, and  others near lake  Okeechobee and  in  
Everg lades Nat .  Park . 

Seminoles carving model canoe-Dania, Florida. 
FNB 



FLORI DA STAT E PARKS tota l about two dozen,  p l us 
an  eq ua l  n umber  of h istor ica l s ites (pp .  1 26 and  1 27) .  
Some are undeve loped o r  on ly partia l ly deve loped, but in 
tota l they form one of the best State Pa rk systems i n  the 
South, preserv ing scen ic and natura l areas a n d  prov id i ng  
recreationa l  fac i l it ies. These vary from park  to  park, but 
inc lude picn ick ing, cam ping,  boat ing,  fish ing  and swim
m ing . Because State Park camping is so popu lar, the 
reservation of a campsite may be necessary. Get further 
information from the F lor ida Boa rd of Parks a n d  Memo
ria ls, Ta l la hassee. Parks a re l isted from north to south . 

F lorida Caverns  is the o n ly developed cave i n  F lor ida.  (Guided 
tou r, 75c . )  Nearby a re i n teresti n g  geolog ica l  fo rmatio ns, w i ld l i fe a n d  
p lan ts. Museum, g o l f  cou rse and  camp ing .  Th ree m i les north o f  Mari
anna ;  west from Ta l lahassee o n  US 90. 

Santa Rosa Park,  j ust east of Pensacola, has  fi n e  g roves of l ive 
oak, and  beaches on the Gu l f  and Sound .  Main ly  u n d eveloped. 

Torreya State Park, o n  the Apalachico la River,  no rtheast of Br isto l  
(west of Ta l l ahassee on  Rte 20) p reserves two rare trees i n  thei r natural  
envi ron ment-Torreya and F lor ida Yew. Nature t ra i l s  and campi ng . 
The old Gregory ma nsion a n d  Confederate g u n s  sta nd o n  the b luff . 

K i l learn Gardens are bea utifu l ly  p la nted fo rma l  a n d  i nfo rma l  g a r
dens, once a l a rge estate. N o rth of Ta l l a hassee o n  US 3 1 9. 

Little Ta l bot I s l a nd, northeast of Jacksonvi l le o n  route A 1 A, has  a 
fine  ocea n beach,  a p icn ic  a rea a n d  p layg rou nd.  

Suwa n nee River State Park, o n  the h igh b l uffs between Mad ison 
a n d  Live Oak o n  US  90. Ma ny  spr in gs; rema ins  of Confederate earth
wo rks; fish i n g  a n d  picn ick i ng .  

Gold  Head Branch,  off R te  2 1  S .W.  of  Jackso nvi l l e, p rovides fish
i n g, swi mming  and boat ing o n  streams and l akes. Gold H ead Bra nch 
forms a wi ld ravi ne  i n  which  a natu re tra i l  has been bu i lt .  

St. Andrews Park near Pa nama Ci ty wi l l  serve as  both a wi ld life 
a rea a n d  as  a bath ing  and waterfro nt  beach .  S t i l l  u ndeveloped. ' 

O'Leno State Park, i n  wh ich the Santa Fe River goes u nderground,  
is north of High Spr i ngs o n  U S  4 1 .  located on  the O ld  Spanish Trai l ,  i t  
now offers swimming ,  boati n g  and camp ing .  

M a natee Spri n g s, flowin g  66,000 g a l lons  a m i n ute, empties i nto 
the nea rby Suwa n n ee River. The park  offers swi mming ,  boat ing  and  
fish ing .  Located off  US 1 9, 7 m i les west o f  Ch iefl a n d .  

Anastasia State Park, o n  Rte A 1 A south of S t .  Aug ustine, h as 
a bea utifu l stretch of coast l ine. Here were the o l d  Span ish coq u ina  
quarries. 
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Pellicer Creek, South of St. Augustine on U S  1 ,  is part of a fine 
ha rdwood hammock-a n u n d isturbed wi ld l ife a rea.  

Tomoka State Park offers picn icking ,  boati ng  and fish ing . I t  in
c ludes the B u l ow Sugar Mi l l  and P lantat ion Museum. J ust n o rth  of 
Daytona Beach o n  US  1 .  

Lake Griffin,  n o rth  of Leesburg,  is a n  u ndeveloped wi ld l i fe a rea of 
sa ndy ridges a n d  m a rsh la nd .  

Hillsboro u g h  River Park sits astrid e  the  r iver rap id s  i n  w i ld  
country w i t h  many species o f  birds a n d  p l a nts. Natu re t ra i l , swimming, 
fish ing,  boating a n d  ca mp ing .  O n  Rte 20 1 ,  N . E. of Tampa.  

H i g hlan d  Hammock i s  one  of the  best  exa mp les of  h a m mock 
g rowth and a fa mous  park. Here a re old h ardwoods, cyp ress swamps 
and su btropica l p la nts. Mi les  of  t ra i l s, ca mping and picnicki ng .  6 m i l es 
west of Sebr ing,  off US 27. 

Myakka River Park, S.E. of Sarasota on  Rte 72, i s  a wi ld l ife 
refuge  famous for its b i rds. Camp ing  a n d  fish ing .  Muse u m  a n d  trai l s  .. 
La rgest of F lor ida 's  parks. 

Col l ier-Se m i nole  P ark, off US 4 1  east of Nap les, i nc l udes ever- . 
g l ades l a n d  a n d  tropical  vegetation a long  the coast. Exce l l en t  fish ing 
waters. Deve lopment  is  u nder  way. 
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NATIONAL A N D  STATE FOR ESTS i n  F lor ida tota l over 
a m i l l ion and  a q ua rter acres, but the tota l forested land  
i s  many t imes th is .  These forests demonstrate forest man
agement and  conserve forest resou rces. They a re natura l  
a reas, offer ing m a n y  opportun it ies to see p lan t  and  an ima l  
l ife. Hunt ing and  fi sh ing a re  perm itted and  there a re 
good possib i l it ies for pr im itive ca m ping . Some have exce l 
lent recreat ion a reas. The nationa l  and state forests (main
ly i n  northern F lor ida)  a re:  

Ocala National Forest, west of Daytona Beach ,  has  two exce l lent  
recreation a reas (J u n iper  a n d  Alexander Spr i ngs) fo r camp ing ,  swim· 
ming and boati ng ;  l a kes, springs and a large u n i q u e  "scrub"  a rea of 
sa nd p ine . This is the most southe rly nationa l  forest of  the a rea.  

Apalachicola Nat.  Forest, S.W. of Ta l l ahassee, has  l a rge  a reas 
of S lash and Lon g leaf Pine with cyp ress swa mps. Bottom lands  along the 
Apalach icola R iver  a re fi l led with Appalach i a n  ha rdwoods. 

Osceola Nat. Forest, N . E. of  Lake C ity, i s  a l so an a rea of p ine 
h igh lands  a nd swampy lowlands, with l a rge  stands  of the cypress. 
Swimming  a n d  fish ing  in Ocean Pond,  bu t  no p u b l i c  fac i l i t ies .  

State Forests i nc l ude  P ine Log, near Panama C i ty,  and C a ry, near  
Baldwin-both sma l l ;  a l so B lackwater River, north of  Mi l ton  on  US 90. 
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B I RDS A N D  W I L D L I F E  are a great natura l attract ion 
of F lor ida with i ts  shores, lakes and swam ps .  Nat iona l  
and  state parks and  forests a re wi l d l ife a reas. Vis itors are 
we lcome at  the nationa l  w i ld l ife refuges l isted be low. Ex
p lore the sma l l e r  parks, cana ls, banks a n d  shores of lakes 
and ponds. Dress a ppropr iate ly and use ca re in  the woods. 
Try the Nationa l  Audubon Society tou rs to Corkscrew 
Swa mp, Duck Rock and  the Everg lades-deta i l s  at Miam i  
office. See the p lace l i st ing i n  G U I D E  T O  B I RD  F I N D I N G  EAsT 
O F  T H E M I SS. by 0. S .  Pett i ng i l l  (p .  1 07) . 

Nation a l  W i l d l ife Refuges  

St .  Ma rks N .W.R .  
Ceda r Keys N .W.R .  
Pe l i can  I s l and  N .W.R .  
Anc lote N .W.R .  
Nat .  Key Deer Refug e  

On Apalachee Bay, S .  o f  Ta l lahassee 
Off Cedar  Key, end of  Rte 24 

North of Vera Beach 
Northeast of Ta rpon Spr ings  
B ig  P i ne  Key 

Some Other Good P laces for Bird Watch i n g  

S t .  J oh ns R iver :  m a rshes a t  h e a d  a n d  i s lands  near  m o u t h ;  L a k e  Okee
chobee, esp . N .  a n d  W. s ides; Tam iami  Tra i l ;  T i tusv i l l e  Beach;  Kissi mmee 
pra i rie; I n l a n d  Waterway, N .  of Daytona  Beach and elsewhere; a l l  
F lor ida Keys; B i g  Cyp ress Swamp, o n  a n d  n e a r  Rte 29. 

Roseate spoonbills-near Tavernier, Flo rida. 
FNB 
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Shell in g-Sanibel  Is land. 

SHELLS AND S HELL
I NG a re popu lar  a l l  
a long the F lo rida coasts 
- especia l ly a long the 
Gu lf, where the wind 
and cu rrents wash a
shore many specimens 
on the open beaches. 
Co l l ecting on  the she l l 
beaches (some l isted be
low) is a favorite pas
t ime. After high tides 
and  storms there is a 
better opportun ity for 
rare she l l s .  More serious 
students of shore l ife col-

lect l iv ing an ima ls .  These l ive in sand or  m ud. Some can 
be co l l ected by d igg ing, others by d redg ing .  See books 
l isted on p. 86 for more deta i l s  on identifi cat ion and for 
more he lp  in the a rt of co l lecting .  

S o m e  S h e l l  Beaches a n d  C o l lecting Areas i n  F lorida 

Sa nibel  I s l a n d, west of Ft. Myers by ferry from Pu nta Rassa. Most 
famous of the west-coast she l l  beaches. Also in th is  immediate 
v ic in ity : C aptiva I s land,  j ust north; i n l a n d  to Char lotte Ha rbor a n d  
Pu nta Gord a .  A l s o  Ft. Myers Beach and  Estero I s l a n d  t o  t h e  south . 

Cape Sable beaches north of East Cape, access ib le  on ly  by boat. 
Marco Isla nd at e n d  of Rte 92 ,  off Tamiami  Tra i l ;  a lso Cape  Romano 

to the south ,  access ib le  by boat. 
Naples and ad jacent beaches, north and south .  
Bonita Spri n g s  Beaches west of Bon i ta  Spri ngs. 
Sarasota a n d  v ic in ity: beaches to the west, i n c l ud i ng  Anna Maria 

Is land and long Key. 
St. Peters b u rg a nd v ic i n ity : Pass-a-Gr i l le  Beach, C learwater, Tar-

pon Spr ings  and i n termed iate points. 
Cedar Key a n d  v ic in ity: end of Rte 24, west from US 1 9. 
Florida Keys to Key West-many cora l a n d  some sa n d  beaches. 
Also m a ny com mercia l  she l l  exhibits and sa l esrooms a long  US 4 1 . 
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SPECIAL PLACES TO 
SEE  PLANTS m ig ht not 
seem worth point ing out 
in  F lor ida-with such an 
abunda nce of native 
and exotic species 
about. But the p lant  l ife 
in northern F l or ida is 
very d ifferent  from that 
in  the south .  F ie ld iden
tification of trees, shrubs 
and  sma l ler  p lants is  not 
easy, a n d  so botanic 
gardens a n d  other 
p laces where labe led 
l iv ing spec imens  can be 
seen a re a g reat  he lp. You can study p la n ts i n  a l l  nat iona l  
and  state parks .  Some of  the  gardens l i sted on  pages 
1 53- 1 56 have u n usua l  co l lections .  Be low a re p laces i n  
southern F lor ida where exotic p lants are best seen .  

Cities with i nteresting street and  p a r k  p lanti n g -St. Petersb u rg, 
B radenton, Sarasota, Fort Myers, Key West, Cocon ut  G rove, Cora l  
Gables, Fort Lauderd a l e, Vero Beach,  West Pa l m  Beach,  Pa l m  Beach, 
Avon Park, Lake Worth; a l so  Mobi le, A la . (azaleas) .  

N u rseries with rare and u n usua l  p la nts:  A rvida, Miami;  C utler, 
Miami;  Dade Co.  Park,  S. Mia mi ;  Diete l ' s, Fort Lauderda le; Everg l ades, 
Ft. Myers; Fantastic Ga rdens, S. Miami ;  Men n i nger, Stua rt; Newco m b, 
Homestead; Pa l m  Lodge Grove, Homestead; Reasoner  Tropica l ,  Braden
ton and Oneco; Roya l  Pa lm,  Oneco; Sm ith 's ,  Fo rt La uderda le; Stu r
rock Tropica l ,  W. Pa lm Beach. 

Bota n i c a l  Gardens and Expe riment Stations :  U .S . D.A.  Plant l ntro. 
Station,  O ld C ut ler  Rd. ,  Miami;  Gifford Arboretum, U n iv. of Miami, 
Coral  Gables; Su btropic Exp .  Station ,  U n iv. of F la . ,  Wa ld in  Dr . ,  Home
stead; Fa i rch i l d  Tropical  Garden,  O ld  C ut ler  Road ,  Miami; Mead Bot. 
Garden, Or lando; Wi lmott Mem . G a rden,  Gainesvi l l e .  

Others: Woodlawn Park a n d  Miam i  city cemetery both  have fine 
p lant ings of  trees; p lans  ava i lab le  i n  super i ntendent's office .  M ia m i  
city pa rks ( Bayfron t, S impson and  C ra n don) .  Ta mpa,  Lowry Park .  
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State capitol buildin g-Tallahassee, Florida. 
FNB 

TALLAHASSE E  l ies in a n  area of ro l l ing  h i l ls-some 
forested, more i n  tung a nd pecan orchard s. Midwesterners 
wi l l  fi n d  it on the most d i rect route south.  As cap i·ta l  of 
F lorida, it offers vis itors a d ign ifi ed capitol center; a l l  
bu i ld ings open to the pub l ic . The ca pito l itse lf was begun  
i n  1 845 and  en la rged s ince.  A t  t he  State Un iversity are 
an  a rt ga l lery and two m useums-one featu res I nd ian  
exhib its, t he  other i s  t he  geolog ica l m useum,  with a fine  
co l lection of  F lor ida foss i l s .  To  the  north of  Ta l l ahassee is 
K i l learn Gardens  State Park and  Lake Jackson .  This  and  
severa l other la rge lakes a re with in  easy reach .  To  the 
south is the Natura l Br idge H istor ic S ite and farther  south 
is Waku l l a  Springs and the St. Marks Nat.  Wi ld l ife Refuge, 
famous for its b i rds and  wi ld l ife. Apa lach ico la Nat.  Forest 
to the west offers camping, hunt ing and  swimming .  
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TAMPA and ST. PETERS
B U RG are the twin capita ls  
of the west coast. Tam pa, 
the o lder city, itse lf inc ludes 
Ybor City, the Cuban and  
latin center and  hub of 
c i g a r- m a k i n g ;  f a c t o r i es 
open to vis itors. Try Cuban 
cooking .  Also see Tam pa 
Mun icipa l Museum and  
lowry Park with its fine 
p lants. S t .  Petersburg 's Mir
ror lake Park has mam
moth recreationa l fac i l ities. Gaspa ri l la Festival-Ta mpa, Florida .  

lead ing south from the city 
is the famed Sunsh ine Skyway across Tam pa Bay. F ish ing 
and  swimming a long the route . Fa rther south,  is the Bra 
denton-Sarasota a rea, with fine  beaches, m useums  and  
attractions (pp .  1 54 and  1 56).  To  the  west l ie C learwater, 
Boca Ciega, Pass-a-Gri l l e  and  other  famed beaches. Ex
ce l lent fi sh ing in  Tam pa Bay and  in the Gu lf .  To the north 
is Tarpon Spr ings, with its sponge fleet a n d  Greek d ivers. 

Sponge fleet-Ta rpon Springs, Florida . FNB ( bo t h  p h o to.orap h s )  



GAI N ESVI LLE at the north and  Sebr ing at the south 
mark the centra l F lorida lakes a rea-a reg ion some 200 
m i les long and 60 m i les wide. Here, thousan ds of lakes 
and  ponds offer a l l  k inds of recreat ion and  natura l h i story 
poss ib i l it ies. The ent ire lakes a rea is made more attractive 
by low, ro l l ing h i l l s and  extensive c itrus orcha rds. Pack
ing and  cann ing  p lants a re open to visitors (don 't p ick 
fruit a long the road ! ) .  Exce l lent bass and other fresh-water 
fish i ng  in the lakes and streams.  

Gainesvi l le has the Un iversity of F lor ida, where au
thorit ies on  agricu ltu re, geology and wi ld l ife can be 
consu lted .  The F lor ida State Museum is one of the best 
in the south.  Oca la is the center of many commercia l 
a ttract ions (p .  1 56) and  gateway to the Oca la Nat iona l  
Forest, w i th  i t s  fine  recreation a reas (p .  1 32 ) .  At  Winter 
Haven, center of the citrus i ndustry, is a citrus m useum .  
A n  annua l  citrus exposit ion i s  he ld i n  February. Nearby 
a re Cypress Gardens and other commercia l attract ions, 
south, near  Sebr ing, is H igh land Ham mock State Pk. 

Orange grove-central Florida. FNB 



Matheson H a m mock Pa rk-Mia mi,  Flo rid a .  
FNB 

MIAMI is more than a p layground .  It is a g rowing 
metropol is, w i th  homes and  ind ustr ies and  many sub
stantia I attractions  for  visitors. There  a re handsome c ity 
parks-Bayfront (fi ne  trees, band  concerts, Mia m i  L i 
bra ry) , L ummus (o ld Ft. Da l las) and Cra n don on  Key 
Biscayne (beaches, recreation areas a n d  a good zoo). 
Fa rther  south i s  Matheson Hammock (a  county pa rk), 
which tapers from an outstand ing  hardwood hammock 
with tra i l s  and picn ic grounds  to an ideal sandy beach . 
Near ly 200 species of b i rds  have been seen here . Nearby 
is Fa i rch i l d  Garden and  the U .S .  P lant  l ntro. Station .  At 
H ia leah Park racetrack are superb p lant ings a n d  the 
l a rgest flock of flam ingos. The Un iversity of Mia m i  cam pus 
is  an  attraction itse lf .  See the exh ib its at  Lowe Ga l l er ies .  
No less interest ing are the Vizcaya Museum a n d  the resi
dentia l a reas of Cora l Gabl es, Miam i  and  Mia m i  Beach .  
F ish i ng  f rom the many br idges and i n  Biscayne Bay; 
sa i l i ng  and boat ing a l so. Swimming  i n  m u n ic ipa l  pools 
and at severa l pub l ic beaches. A score of tr ips, tours and  
commerc ia l attractions (p .  1 55) a re  offered .  
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Ba hia Honda Park-Florida Keys. 

T H E  FLORI DA K EYS are a chain of is lands, main ly  parts 
of an o ld  cora l reef, extending from Biscayne Bay south 
and west to the Dry Tortugas, a distance of over 200 
m i l es. They come c lose to the tropics and their  c l imate is 
essent ia l ly trop ica l-a dry and a ra iny (Ju ly to Nov.) 
season, with frosts very rare in the northern keys and 
complete ly absent in the southern.  The Overseas H ighway 
goes to Key West over cora l and rock is lands connected 
by long bridges-the longest: 7 m i l es .  Vegetation is trop
ica l (p. 79) and  some plant and an ima l  l ife can be seen 
nowhere e l se. Most of the keys in sha l l ow F lorida Bay 
are part of Everg lades Nat. Park (pp. 1 24 and 1 25). 
Excel l ent b i rd watch ing and fish ing-notab ly for snap
per, snook and ta rpon .  The ocean s ide of the keys is 
protected by a reef, beyond which is the Gu lf Stream. 
F ish ing is exce l l ent for sa i lfish, mar l in ,  k ingfish and sundry 
bottom species. Unexce l led marine l ife can be stud ied 
on or off shore. 

Key Largo sti l l  has fi ne hardwood hammocks. Loca l 
efforts a re being made to protect them. Audubon tou rs . 
(p .  1 33) l eave from Tavernier. Amp le  accommodations 
and severa l roadside parks a re found on the keys. 
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I n  Key West, most southern city in  U .S . , see the m u
n ic ipa l aq uari um,  the Marte l l o  Towers ( rema in s  of two 
forts) a n d  the l ig hthouse. A long the streets a re many 
trop ica l trees-often labe led .  See some of the o lder  
houses with their attractive gardens .  T ry  loca l "Conch" 
d i shes  o r  Cuban cooking .  Exce l lent  fi sh i ng  from piers and 
charter boats; fine  pub l ic beach.  Visit the shr imp docks 
and the turt le crawls (ad m ission charge) .  An auto ferry 
and air l ine connect with Cuba .  

Lighthouse-Key West, Flo rida. F N B  



L O U I S I A N A  

The coasta l p l a i n  i nc l udes a l l  of lou i s iana,  though th is  
book touches on ly the southern th i rd .  But i n  th i s  th i rd ,  the 
natura l and h istor ic featu res of the state a re at the i r  best. 
At the hub  of this a rea is famed New Or lea ns (p. 1 44).  
Other p laces to see and th ings to do are l isted be low: 

CITIES AND TOWNS 

Baton Rouge,  state capi ta l  and  center of s ugar, chemica l a n d  petro
l e um  i n d ustries. Sugar  refi neries a n d  other i n d ustr ies have p u b l ic tou rs. 
See the o ld  a n d  new state cap itols, the latter a marb le  s kyscraper .  At 
lo u isia n a  State Un iversity are m useu m s  of zoology a n d  of I nd i a n  l i fe. 

Lake Charles, on US 90, is a deep-water port a n d  center fo r su lfu r 
a n d  petro l e u m .  To the south a n d  east are extensive r ice p lan t i ngs. 

New I ber ia,  1 50 m i les W. of New Orleans on  US  90, is in the center 
of the "Aca d i a n  cou n try" and of sugar p lan tat ions .  J efferso n I s . a n d  
Avery I s. both have h u g e  salt  m ines. T h e  latte r a lso has  a tabasco 
p lan tat ion,  b i rd sa n ctua ry and commerc ia l  gardens  (p. 1 53 ) .  

St .  Martinville, near  New I ber ia,  borders the  longfe l low-Eva n ge-
· 

l i n e  Mem.  Park  (see below) .  See the m u se u m  a n d  sites associated with 
the Acad ian  (C a j u n ) F re nch sett lers, d r iven from Nova Scotia i n  1 755. 

T h i bodaux ( Rte 1 ,  west of New Or leans ) ,  with many o ld  p l anta
t ions is i n  the  heart of the sugar cou ntry.  

STATE AND NAT I O NAL PARKS 

Chalmette Nat.  H i st.  Park, j u st south of N .  0 .  o n  Rte 39, marks 
the site of the Batt le  of New Or leans .  Andrew J ackson ,  i n  1 8 1 5 , defeat
ed a la rge Br i t ish force two weeks after a peace treaty had been 
s igned at Ghen t. H isto r ical  markers show the Amer ica n batt le l i nes . 

Audubon M e m .  Pa rk, off US 6 1  nea r St. F r a n cisvi l l e, i n c l udes the 
p la ntation where Au d u bon  worked a n d  pai n ted .  The house is now a 
museu m.  There is a p i cn i c  a rea . 

Chicot State P a rk, with boati ng,  ca mp ing ,  fi s h i ng  a n d  p icn i ck ing ,  is 
north of V i l l e  P latte o n  US 1 67.  

Fonta i n e blea u  State Park, near  the north end of the lake Pont
chartra i n  causeway, is part of a n  o l d  p l a ntat ion . Sw imm ing  and  other 
wate r sports o n  the  la ke; a l so camping .  

Longfe llow-Evange l i n e  Mem. P ark, nea r St.  Ma rti nv i l l e ,  i n 
c l u des a n  o ld  Acad ian  house, n ow a m useu m . G u ided tou rs. 

S a m  H o u ston State Park offers fish ing ,  boat ing a n d  p icn i ck ing  i n  
wood lands  no rth o f  la ke Cha rles, off US 90 . 

Other State P a rks are fou n d  i n  the northern part of the  state; a lso 
a n u m ber  of sma l l e r  parks and recreationa l  a reas in the  south .  
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W I L D L I F E  REFUGES 

Sabine N .W.R., off Rte  27 ,  has  1 43,000 ac res fo r wate rfowl ,  wad
i ng  b i rds  and a l l igato rs. Accessi b le  by road .  

Lacass ine  N .W .R., sou th  of R te  14  a nd east of R te  27 ;  a l so a 
refu ge  fo r wate rfow l a n d  waders. 

De lta N .W.R.,  n e a r  Venice at  end of Rte 23, so u th of N ew Or lea ns; 
a refu ge fo r d u cks, geese a n d  shorebi rds. B i rd watch i n g  exce l l e nt .  

Several  other N at. Wi l d l ife Refuges a re less a ccessi b l e .  lo u i sia na 
has a n u m be r  of state w i ld l ife refuges a n d  game  p rese rves . The  Nat. 
A u d u bon  Soc. a lso operates a refuge near Abbevi l l e . 

OTHER T H I NGS TO SEE 

Kisatc h i e  Nat .  For. : pine seed l i n g  n u rsery; W. of A l exa n d r ia .  
L ivestock Experi me nta l Farm of the U .  S . Dept .  of Agri cu l t u re, 

east of New I ber ia .  
Shri m p  and oyster fleets  at Morg a n  C ity. 
O l d  p l a ntatio n s  around  St. F ra ncisvi l l e  (a d mission  fee) . 
Caj u n  v i l lages  of fi she rmen  a n d  fa rmers, S. a n d  E. of New Or leans .  

T E X A S  

The Southeast a rea g ra d u a l ly merges with the  west i n  the Texas 
coasta l p l a i n .  O n ly the  a rea a round  Bea umont  is  p roper ly in this 
g u ide .  Bea u mont  is a petro leum a n d  chemica l  cen ter .  I ts refi n e r ies are 
among the l a rgest. A lso a sh ipp ing center for l u mber  and r i ce, which  
i s  g rown to the so uth .  Port Arth u r, o n  Sabine lake,  i s  a s i m i l a r  i n d us
t r ia l  city. J ust north,  o n  Rte 87, is the h ighest h i g hway br idge  i n  the 
south. Across the l a ke is  the Sab ine  Nat iona l  Wi ld l ife Refuge . 
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N EW ORLEA N S, founded 
in  1 7 1 8, h as had  an  excit
ing h istory. It st i l l  reta ins 
i ts  h istoric charm am id its 
new industria l and  com
mercia l g rowth .  The c ity, 
with its 2 5  m i les of water
front docks, i s  about  1 00 
m i les from the mouth of the 
Mississipp i .  The old c ity, 
which began on the river, 
has spread to Lake Pont
chartra in ,  across which a 
fine  ca useway has  recently 
been bu i l t .  Probab ly  the 
most Eu ropean of a l l  Amer
ican c it ies, New Or leans 

has a dist inct flavor and  boasts scores of h istor i c  sites. 
The famed Mardi Gras, just before Lent, invo lves two 
weeks of festiva l s  and a spectacu la r  pa rade.  Make reser
vations ear ly if you want to go .  Other th ings for  the 
visitor to see inc l ude:  

The Vieux Carre, the F rench  Qua rter, is marked by n a rrow streets, 
parks, old houses with de l icate i ron gr i l lwork, a n d  h idden patios. Th is  
a rea, extend i ng  about ten b locks back from the r iver and from C a n a l  
street, i s  the  o ldest part of town .  Try t h e  fa mous resta u ran ts, noted for 
thei r C reole and French cooki ng .  See the Cab i l d o, now the state 
m useu m, once used by the Span ish  and French govern ments. Adjoi n i ng  
i s  S t .  Lou i s  Cathedra l  a n d  t he  Presbytere, now a Muse u m  a l so. 

City Park, hous ing  the De lgado Art Museum with its famous  co l lec
t ions,  has  an u n usua l ly l a rge flora l  clock. 

Audubon Park, on the Mississippi  River, has a n  exce l l en t  zoo (with 
the on ly p a i r  of breed ing  whooping cra nes i n  captivity), an aquar i um ,  
sw imming  poo l ,  go l f  cou rse a n d  p laygrou nds. 

Lake Pontchartrai n has beaches and  a m usement  pa rks, boat ing 
and  fishing.  Drive across the 24-mi le  ca useway, longest ever b u i l t. 

Drive down Rte 1 to Grand I s le, headq uarters of p i rate Jean  Laffite, 
or  down Rte 23 to Ven ice, near  the Mississipp i ' s  mouth .  
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S h r i m p boats n e a r  Pa sca g o u l a ,  M i s si ss i p pi .  HSZ 

M I S S I SS I P P I ,  l i ke lou i sia na ,  is com p lete ly with i n  the 
coasta l p lain . And here a lso, it is the southern qua rter 
of the state that  i s  the o ldest and has the most attract ions  
for  v is i tors .  F i rst exp lored by De Soto i n  1 542, this a rea 
has been under  Span ish,  French and Br i t i sh contro l .  Agr i 
cu l tu re was former ly  centered on  cotton . Recent ly, re
forestat ion and so i l  con servat ion have sta rted a comeback, 
and agricu l ture has  been d iversified.  I n  the south, more 
catt le  is ra ised, and there a re new p lant i ngs  of tung trees 
for o i l ,  and  such crops as peanuts, soybeans, suga r ca ne 
and strawberr ies .  I n  a n  attempt to  ba lance agricu l ture and 
industry, texti le m i l l s ,  l umber m i l l s and  s h i pyards have 
been bui lt . 

The coasta l section itse l f  is an a rea of sa ndy soi l s, 
where the sea a n d  the c l imate make fish i ng  and  services 
to visitors the pr inc ipa l occupat ions .  Moving i n l and, the 
coasta l a rea merges with the "p iney woods"-once r ich 
forests, now cutover lands, some reg rown with pi ne, some 
i n  sma l l  farms.  Th ings  to see and  do in Miss iss ip pi a re 
l i sted on the next page. 
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CIT IES  AND TOWNS 

P i cayune,  o n  US 1 1  at  the center of a n  a rea of t u n g  oi l  p la ntations 
(p .  58 ) ,  has the wor ld ' s  largest tung m i l l .  

B a y  St. lou is  i s  t h e  fi rst o f  a ser ies of reso rt towns  beaded a l o n g  
US 9 0 .  S a l t  water fi sh i n g  i n  t h e  G u l f  a n d  Bay. Here a nava l sk i rm ish 
was fought  (Dec. 1 8 1 4)-the beg i n n i n g  of the battle of N ew Or leans. 

Bi loxi,  best known reso rt on the Mississ ippi  gu l f, c l a i ms to be the fi rst 
permanent  wh ite sett lement  in the Mississi ppi  v a l l ey ( 1 699) .  It is on  a 
pen in su la  between the G u l f  a n d  the Bay, where a la rge shr imp a n d  
oyster fleet ma kes i t s  hea d q u a rters. Swi m m i n g  a l o n g  m i l es of exce l lent  
beach ;  boati n g  and fish i n g .  See the old l i gh thou se, shr imp d ocks and 
packi n g  p lan ts, o ld  houses, and Ft.  Massachusetts. T h e  latter i s  on  
Sh ip  I s l and ,  a p u b l i c  recreation a rea, reached by boat .  Beauvo i r, the  
home of J efferson Davis, i s  5 mi l es west on  US  90 .  

Oce a n  Spri n g s, across the Bay  f.rom B i lox i ,  was the actua l  s i te  of  
the fi rst sett lement .  I t  has o ld  estates and  the Gu l f  Coast Research La b. 

Pascag o u la,  fi na l  coasta l tow n as one moves east a long  US 90, was 
once a n  impo rta nt  l u mber  po rt. Now its i n d u str ies i n c l ude  sh ipbu i ld 
i ng ,  sh ipp ing  of  peca ns, fi sh i n g  a n d  shrimp i ng .  Good sport fish ing . An 
o ld  Spanish fort ( 1 7 1 8 ) ca n be seen.  

H attiesburg is the l a rgest city i n  southern  Mississi pp i .  I t  bega n  i ts  
ca reer as a l u m be r  town and managed to ma in ta i n  itself after the 
t im ber was gone. I t  is  a c i ty of d iversified i n d ustry i n c l ud i ng  texti le  
m i l ls, an o i l  refi ne ry and two smal l  co l leges. 

NATURAL AREAS WORTH VIS IT ING 

Mississi p p i  has a n u mber  of nationa l  and  state a reas se t  a s ide  fo r 
recreationa l  a n d  conservationa l  use.  I n  the  southern part of the state, 
the vis itor may fi n d  the fo l lowing worth see i ng .  

De Soto Nat. Forest, north of B i lox i , i nc l u d es th ree recr9ationa l  
areas : Ashe  La ke, 2 m i .  S.  of Brook lyn  off US  49 ;  swimming ,  bloati ng,  
camping .  B ig  B i lox i  a rea, 1 2  m i .  N .  of G u l fport on  US 49,  a 1 s imi lar  
a rea.  Thom pson C reek, 24 m i .  S .  of La u rel  o n  Rte 1 5 . 

Homochitto Nat.  Forest i n  southwest Miss iss ipp i  i nc ludes  C lear  
Spr ing  Lake Rec .  Area off US  84.  Sw imm ing, boati ng  a nd  ca mp ing .  

Percy Qu i n n  State Park, near  McComb on  R te  24, has a l a ke with 
swim m i n g, boati ng ,  fi sh i n g .  C a m ping ,  ca b ins  and p i cn i c  a reas. 

She l by State Park, 1 2  m i .  S. of H attiesburg  off US 49; boati ng, 
fish i n g  and  swi m m i n g .  

P e t i t  Boi s  Nat.  W i l d l ife Refuge fo r pe l i ca ns  a n d  shorebi rds; o n  
a n  is la n d  a t  the  Miss.-A iabama border.  Accessi b l e  b y  b o a t  on ly, as  i s  
nea rby H o rn  I s l a n d, a new Wi ld l i fe Refuge just o ff  B i l ox i .  

Severa l gardens and o ld  homes nea r the coast  c i t ies  are operated 
as com mercia l  a ttractions. Make loca l i n q u ir ies for  hou rs and fees. 
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Azalea s - B e l l i n g rath Gardens, nea r Mob i le, Alaba m a .  

ALABAMA d iffers f rom the two states to the west in  
that on ly  a sma l l  pa rt of it l ies i n  the coasta l p l a i n ,  a n d  
that part m ust com pete i n  productiv ity and  in te rest with 
other  attra ctive a reas .  A long the Gu lf, Ala bama is on l y  
60  m i les w ide ;  t h i s  tongue is  dom inated by Mob i l e  a t  
the de ltas o f  the i ntermixed Mob i l e  a n d  Tensaw rivers, 
wh ich become the  A labama and  the Tom b igbee r ivers to 
the no rth .  The l a rge n avigab le  strea ms have recreat iona l 
as  we l l  as  i ndustr ia l potent ia l s .  The southern extens ion 
of Alabama is  s im i l a r  to western F lo r ida . The rema inder  
of the state i n  the  coasta l p l a i n  i s  predom i n a nt ly  farm
ing  and forested p ine  country, flat  or gent ly  ro l l i ng with  
low r idges .  Here the so i l s  a re poor and sa n dy i n  contrast 
to the r ich, fert i le  " b lack be lt" to the north .  Cotton ,  to
bacco, pean uts, waterme lon ,  sugar cane a n d  w i nter veg
etables a re m a jo r  crops.  Hogs, catt le  and pou ltry a re 
importan t, too. A labama 's i ndustry is ma i n l y  to the no rth 
of this reg ion, though Mob i l e  is a g reat port a nd  sh i pp ing 
center.  For  deta i l s on what to  see and  do i n  th i s  a rea, 
see the next page .  
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C I T I E S  AND TOWNS 

Mobi le, fou n ded in  1 7 1 1 ,  is a n  o lder c ity than N ew Or leans, but  
with less of a cont i nenta l  flavor. Some traces of F re nch,  Span ish and 
Br i t i sh  occu pat ion remain ,  bu t, on the who le, Mobi le  i s  a modern 
i nd ustr ia l  and commerc ia l  c i ty, taki ng  fu l l  adva ntage of bei ng A la 
bama's on ly  seaport. I t  has  l a rge sh ipya rds, docks a n d  a sco re of  
d ive rsified i ndu str ies .  D u ri n g  the C iv i l  Wa r, A d m i r a l  Far ragut ' s  fleet 
fo ught  the batt le of Mobi l e  Bay nea r  the  city in 1 864. The  Confeder
ate sh ips  were s u n k  a n d , soon after, the two forts g uard ing  the bay 
(see below) fe l l  to the U n ion forces, thus sea l i n g  off a nothe r  Southern 
port. Vis i to rs i n  ear ly  spr ing shou ld  fo l low the "Aza lea  Tra i l "  through 
the best  p la nted resident ia l  streets and roads.  A Mardi  Gras ta kes over 
the city before Le nt .  See such p la ces as B ienvi l l e  S q u a re, the Federal  
Muse u m  i n  the l ibra ry b u i l d i ng ,  the state and oyste r dock, and many 
o ld  bu i l d i ngs and monuments .  

Fa irhope o n  US 98 i s  i n ternatio n a l ly known as  a town bui l t  o n  ad
va nced soc ia l  a n d  educati ona l  idea l s .  I t  began  as  a s ing le-tax co lony 
i n  1 893 . See i t s  attractive pub l i c  waterfro nt .  

Dotha n ,  i n  S . E .  A labama was a rough l u mber ing  town which g rew 
up in to a r ich a g r icu l tu ra l  center .  Pea n u ts a re the ma jo r  loca l  crop.  

E nterprise,  east of Dothan on US 84, gave u p  when the bol l  weevi l 
took over the cotton .  The a rea turned to pea n u ts a n d  p rospe red . I n  
g rat i tude,  a monu ment t o  the bo l l  weevi l g races t h e  squa re.  

NAT U RAL AREAS WORTH SEE I N G  

Conecuh N a t .  Forest, east o f  B rewton,  i n c l udes a n  experi menta l  
forest a n d  a recreat io n a l  a rea (ca mp ing ,  swi m m i n g  and boati ng )  at  
Open Pond,  a bout  17  m i les south  of  Anda l us ia .  

Little River State Forest off US 1 1  north of Atm ore, offers camp
i ng ,  swim m i n g  and fi sh i n g .  There a re seve ra l I n d i a n  v i l lage sites. 

G u lf State P a rk, off Rte 3,  S . E .  of Mobi le , is a recreatio na l  a rea on 
the Gulf wh ich  a l so has three fresh-water l a kes. Cab in s, d i n i n g  room, 
beach;  boati ng a nd fi sh i n g .  

Other state l a n d s  i nc l ude  Mec her  State Pk . , C hattahoochee State 
Pk. in the very S . E .  t ip of the state, a n d  Geneva State Forest. 

H I STORIC SITES 

Ft. Morg a n  State Park, on the east  si d e  of the entra nce to Mobi l e  
Bay, su r ro u n d s  a br ick fort b u i l t  i n  1 833 a n d  t a k e n  b y  Un ion  fo rces 
(with Ft .  Ga i nes) d u ri n g  the Civ i l  War.  Cotta ges a n d  resta u ran t . 

Ft.  G a i n e s  on D a u p h i n  l s ldnd ,  at the end  of Rte 1 63, g u a rded the 
west s ide of the  en tra nce to Mob i le  Bay. The  fo rt was e n l a rged d u ri ng  
the Span ish-Ame rica n War.  Now open  to  vi sitors. 

Fort M i m m s  no longer exists . At the si te, 4 mi les W.  of Tensaw on Rte 
59, is a monu ment  to 500 sett lers ki l l ed there i n  1 8 1 3  by C reek I n d ia ns. 
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G E O R G I A'S coasta l p l a i n  i s sandy, with swa m ps and  
low r idges.  I n  t he  southeast is t he  fa med Okefenokee 
Swa m p, cover ing near ly  700 sq . m i l es . Other swam ps 
fo l l ow the i n l ets a n d  l i e  a long the r ivers .  The Georgia 
shore is bounded by a g roup  of famous  sea is l a nds. The 
coasta l p l a i n  of Georg ia  is  agr icu l tura l .  Cotton was the 
pr ime crop for a centu ry. Now the h igher  i n l a n d  area 
is famous  for its peaches. Pecans, pea n uts, tobacco and  
g ra ins supp lement  cotton ,  and pou ltry rais i ng has  be
come im porta nt .  Forests a re sti l l  produc ing  l u m ber, p u l p  
and  chem ica l s .  

C I T I E S  AND TOWNS 

Sava n n a h  (p . 1 5 ) is a typ i ca l  southern city;  l a rge  and modern,  a nd  
at the same  t ime, o l d  a n d  bea ut ifu l .  I t  was the scene  of  batt ies d u ri n g  
both t h e  Revo lut io n a ry a n d  C i v i l  wa rs. I n te resti n g  o ld  streets, the  city 
parks  ( Fo rsyth, C o l o n i a l , Daffi n )  and  the o l d  homes a n d  churches .  Te l 
fa i r  Aca demy is a h i sto r i ca l  m useu m .  A la rge  paper  m i l l  ( U n i on Bag  
a n d  Paper ) ,  n o rth of  the c ity, has  da i ly to u rs . Vis i tors a re a l so welcome 
at  the U .S. D .A . Ex per imenta l  Fa rm (Bamboo fa rm )  1 2  m i . S .  of the 
c ity on  US  1 7. 

Albany ( Rtes 1 9, 8 2  a n d  50) on the F l i n t  Rive r is the la rgest peca n 
sh ipp ing  center .  To the S. is Ra d i u m  Spr i ng ,  l a rgest spr i n g  i n  the  state. 

Sand d u n e  and pine s-Jekyl l  I s land State P a r k, Georgia . HSZ 



CIT IES  AND TOWNS (cont i n u e d )  

Brunswick, the second Georgia sea port, i s  a l u m be r  a n d  sh r imp ing  
por t .  From here a causeway {to l l )  l eads  out  to severa l  sea  i s lands .  
"Ma rshes of G lynn"  a re to  the no rth of the city. 

Thoma svi l le ( Rtes 3, 35 a n d  US 84) is a residenti a l  town with at
tractive homes a n d  a venera b l e  oak, 22  ft. i n  c i rcu mference . 

Waycross (on  Rtes 1 ,  50 a n d  US 84) is a tobacco a n d  cotton town;  
it  is better  know n  as  the gateway to the Okefen �kee Swa mp ( see below) . 

NATURAL AREAS WORTH V I S I T I N G  

Kolomoki  Mounds  State P a r k  has ca mp ing  a n d  recreationa l  
faci l i t ies i n  add it ion to  I nd ian  mounds  a n d  a n  exh i bit  of the i r  content .  
North of B la key on Rte 27. 

Chehaw State Park, near A lbany off US  1 9, commemo rates a 
g roup  of C reek I nd i a ns .  The wooded a rea is u sed mai n ly for  p icn ics . 

Georg i a  Vet. Mem.  State Park, on Lake B lackshear ( F l i n t  Rive r)  
N.E .  of A lba ny, has camp ing  and  recreationa l  faci l i t ies  on  a l a ke .  

Little O c m u lgee State Park, j u st outside of McRae ( Rtes 27 and 
280), has a lake;  fish i ng, ca mp ing  a n d  a picn ic  a rea . 

Magnol ia  Spring State Park, N .  of Statesboro on US 25, has  a 
spri ng flowi n g  six m i l l ion  ga l l ons  a day. Ma in ly a picn i c  a rea, with two 
sma l l  lakes fo r fish i n g  and swi m m i n g . 

Jeky l l  I s .  State Park, near  Bru nswick, offers rare swimming  a nd 
recreation faci l it ies .  Large estates a re now guest houses a n d  a muse u m .  

Crooked River State Park, S. of Brunswick off Rte 40, offers sa l t
water fish i ng ,  swi m m i n g  and b i rd i ng .  

Laura S. Wa lker State Park, S . E. of Waycross, i s  m a i n ly for 
group camp ing .  I t  has  a lake for fish ing , boati n g  and  swi m m i n g .  

Nati o n a l  W i l d l ife Refuges- fou r  of t h e  fi v e  i n  Georgia a re i n  th is  
coasta l reg ion .  Three (B iackbea rd I s . ,  Sava n nah ,  Tybee and Wolf I s . )  
a re on is la nds  between Sava n n a h  a n d  Bru nswick .  Okefenokee Nat. 
Wi ld .  Ref. covers the main part of Okefe nokee Swam p .  Gu ides are 
needed.  

Other natural areas inc lude the state fo rests and the sea i s lands .  
Of the l atter, Jeky l l  I s . a n d  St .  S imons  a re accessi b le  from Brunswick. 

H I STOR I C  SITES 

Ft. P u laski  Nat.  Mon.  at  the mouth of the Sava n n a h  R iver  on Cock
spu r  I s . ,  is a g reat fo rt, 20 yea rs a -b u i l d i n g .  I t  p rotected Sava n nah 
ear ly  i n  the C iv i l  Wa r, but  was taken i n  1 862, thus  cutti n g  off the city. 

Ft.  Frederica Nat. Mon. on St. S imons  I s .  p reserves an Eng l ish fo rt 
a n d  town beg u n  by Gen .  Og lethorpe i n  1 736 . In 1 742 the E n g l i sh de
feated the Span ish here i n  the  ' 'Wa r of Jen k ins '  Ea r . "  

Jefferson Davis  Mem.  State Park, N . E . of T ifto n ,  m a rks t he  spot 
where the Confederate president  was captured .  A m useu m .  
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C h a rleston M u se u m-old est in the  U.S .  
HSZ 

SO UTH CARO L I N A  rounds  out the a rea covered by th is 
book, thoug h the coasta l p la in  extends northeast t i l l  it 
peters out at  Cape Cod.  Near ly ha l f  of South Caro l i na  is  
in  the p la i n ,  wh ich is low and swa m py a long the coast, 
a n d  wh ich rises in to rol l i ng  sand h i l l s  i n l a nd .  The soi l is 
poor. Pine forests predominate, with a good yield of t im
ber, and ag ricu l ture i s  im porta nt . Cotton is st i l l  k i ng ,  b ut 
corn a n d  other g ra in s  a re grown-a lso tobacco, sweet 
potatoes, pea n uts, peaches, peca ns  a n d  ear ly vegetab les. 
The va l ue  of l ivestock and  pou ltry is i ncreas ing .  The sa lt
water fi she ries center on  oysters, but  a l so i n c l ude sh ri m p  
a n d  severa l k i n d s  o f  fl s h .  I n dustry i nc l udes texti l e  m i l l s, 
dams  fo r e lectr ic power, tobacco a n d  wood p rod ucts. 

The "up  country" in South Caro l ina  is reso rt a rea,  not 
the " low cou ntry" of the coasta l p la in s .  However, there is 
an abun dance of trees (p ine  and ha rdwoods) a n d  of wi ld 
l ife here. The s hore a rea is especia l ly attractive beca use 
it is not as  we l l  deve loped as a reas to the south .  I t  has 
an  entic ing "back country" aspect, a n d  a fu l l  share of h is
tor ic a n d  natura l s ites worth see ing .  
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CIT IES  A N D  TOWNS 

Bea ufort, o n  US  2 1 ,  i s  a n  o ld  port o n  one of the S .  Ca ro l i na  sea 
i s l ands . B u i l d i n g s  go  back to 1 690.  Nea rby i s  the Mar i nes '  t ra i n i n g  base 
at Par r i s  I s l and .  Boat i ng ,  fi sh i ng  and swi m m i n g  i n  the  she l tered h a rbor .  

Char leston i s  of ten cons idered the southern  c ity-o l d  (fo u nded 
1 670), h i sto r i c  a n d  bea u t ifu l .  Wa l k  the downtown streets ( f rom K i ng  St. 
east)  to fl avor the c i ty a n d  see its bu i l d i ngs .  Do  not m iss the m useu m 
ol dest i n  t h i s  cou ntry a n d  t h e  Gi bbes Art Ga l l e ry .  C h u rches a n d  p u b l ic 
bu i l d i ngs  a re a d miss ion ·free. Other attracti on s  have a charge  of one  
d o l l a r  o r  l ess .  Near  C h a r leston a re severa l  o l d  g a rden  estates which 
have been d eve l oped a s  co m merc ia l  at t ract ions .  

Summerv i l le ,  1 4  m i .  N .W. of  C h a r leston,  has  m u n i c ipa l  aza lea  g a r
dens  b loom ing  i n  ear ly  sp r i ng .  Nea rby is For t  Dorchester,  b u i l t  i n  1 750. 

Orangeburg,  st i l l  fa r ther  west o n  US 1 78,  s upports the Ed i sto Gar
dens  wi th  ca m e l l ia s, aza leas  a n d  a fi n e  rose co l l ect i on .  F ree.  

Georgetown,  no rth of  C h a r leston ,  has  a fi ne h a rbor  and excel lent  
fi s h i ng .  The  town h o u ses one  of the l a rgest paper  m i l l s . 

Myrt l e  Beach is a s u m m e r  reso rt wi th  a w ide, sandy beach .  Th ree 
m i l e s  south  is a state p a r k  (see be low) a n d  abou t  1 5  m i les farther  is 
Brookg reen Gardens ,  wi th  exhi b i ts of native p la nts  a n d  a n ima ls .  F ree. 

H I STORIC  S ITES  

C h a r leston i s  the mos t  h i sto r i c  s i te i n  the a rea,  a l ong  w i th  Fort 
Su mter N at.  M o n u me nt, mark i ng  the fort at wh i ch  the  C i v i l  Wa r 
offic i a l l y  bega n .  F o rt Su mter  can be reached by boat  from downtown 
C h a r leston .  There a re other  fortificat ions  on  S u l l i va ns and J a mes I s .  

Rivers B r i d g e  Conf.  Mem.  Park, S. of E h r h a rdt  o n  the  B ig  Sa l ke
hatch ie  R iver,  has  a m u se u m -a l so p icn ick i ng  a n d  swi m m i n g .  

NATU RAL AREAS WORTH SE E I N G  

Three Nati o n a l  W i l d l ife Refuges  i n  th is  a rea ma i n ly p rotect 
d ucks, geese a n d  other wate rfowl .  Sava n na h  N .W.R .  is j u st across the 
r iver  from Sava n nah ,  Ga.  

·ft. Marion N at. Forest, N .  of C h a r leston,  has  ma in ly  l a rg e  sta nds  
of ye l low pine,  some cyp ress a n d  hardwoods. No recreation a l  faci l it ies. 

Barnwe l l  State Park, S.  of B lackvi l le, fo rest l and  with lake, swim-
ming ,  boati n g  and camping .  

Edisto Beach State Pk. ,  o n  Rte  17  4, o n  beaut i fu l  Ed i sto I s land .  
Givhan's  Ferry St .  Pk. ,  on Edi sto river off Rte  6 1 ; cabi n s, swi mm ing .  
H unting Is .  State P k . ,  end o f  US 2 1 ;  a w i ld  fo rest a rea o n  t he  

coast; we l l  worth vis it i ng .  Cab ins, campi ng ,  p icn ick i ng .  
Myrtle Beach  State Pk. ,  S. of Myrtle Beach; swimming ,  fish ing  a nd 

camping .  Wood e d  d u nes a n d  beach. 
Santee State Pk., o n  Lake Marion; one of the  l a rge  twi n a rtificia l  

lakes N .  of Cha r l eston .  A l l  water sports; cab in s. 
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C O M M E R C I A L  
AT T R A C T I O N S  

With i n  th is a rea a re over 
a hun dred m useums, exh ib 
its, ga rdens,  p la ntat ions  
and  other attra ctions  that  
charge adm iss ion .  Th is  does 
not i nc l ude  state pa rks or 
pub l ic i n st itut ions  charg ing 
a nom ina l fee .  A few 
commerc ia l  attract ions a re 
owned by the state or  a 
mun ic ipa l ity . Most a re run  
pr ivate ly .  Some operators 

Feeding porpoise ( Dolph i n )  
Marine Studios, Florida. 

have gone to g reat lengths  to make the i r  exh ib its educa
tiona l  and to promote resea rch .  Many-perha ps most-of 
these commerc ia l attract ions a re worth see i ng .  On the 
fo l lowing pages a re some of the better known ones .  Cost 
l i sted is for  a n  adu lt .  Ch i l d ren a re usu a l ly less, a n d  fees 
may va ry with the sea son .  Make loca l i nqu i r ies, a n d  check 
p laces making exaggerated and im p roba b l e  c l a ims .  

L O U I S I A N A  

Avery I s l a n d  J u n g l e  G a r d e n s  i n c l u d e  a fi n e, p rivate w i l d l i fe sanctu 
a ry.  large a reas of na t ive and exot i c  p la nts .  A d m iss ion  $ 1 .  

St. Franc isv i l le Nearby a re seve ra l  p la ntati o n  ma ns ions  w h e re the  
home a n d  g ro u n d s  a re open .  look u p  Afto n V i l l a  a n d  C otta ge  P l a n
tatio n ;  a d m iss ion $ 1 .  a n d  .85 . 

M I SS I SSI P P I  

B a y  S t .  L o u i s  H o l l y  B l uff  a n d  De rwood,  two g a rden s  l ocated o n  the 
J o rd a n  r iver ,  west and north of he re. Both have p l a nt i ng s  of a za lea,  
came l l i a s, and a n t iq u e  co l lect i ons .  Both  $ 1 .  

Bi loxi  F ive m i le s  west o n  US 90 is  Beauvoir ,  the  home of J efferson 
Davis ,  kept a s  a m useu m  and s h r i ne .  Ad miss ion , $ 1 . 
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M I SSISSI PPI  (conti nued)  

Natchez:, j u st pas t  the edge of  o u r  reg ion ,  is the cen te r  of  a n te 
be l l u m  ga rdens, houses, a n d  p la ntations.  Most a re open a l l  the  year,  at  
a d m iss ion  of 60 cents  a n d  u p .  I n  March the  garden c l u bs sponor  a "p i l 
g rimage" to ou tsta n d i n g  h ouses and  g a rdens, some of wh ich cannot  be  
visited at  other  t imes.  

P ascagou l a  Not fa r off US 90 is a n  o ld Span ish fort bui l t  i n  1 7 1 8 , 
now a h isto rica l m useum.  Admiss ion,  50 cents.  

ALABAMA 

Mobi le  To the west a nd so uth off Rte 90 is Be l l i n g rath Ga rdens, bu i l t  
in  1 936.  The  house contains a co l l ect ion  of Eu ropea n a n t iq ues. The  
gardens  inc l ude  large p lant ings  of a za leas, ca me l l ias  a n d  d ogwoods. 
At the i r  best i n  ea rly spr i ng .  Adm issio n ,  $2 a n d  $4.50. 

GEORGIA 

Waycross Okefenokee Swa mp Park  i s  i n  th is  g reat swa mp and  wi l 
derness a rea.  An ima l  exh i bits, t ra i l s  a n d  g u ided tou r. Ad missio n ,  $ 1 .25 .  

SOUTH CAROL I NA 

Char leston N o rthwest of the city is a g roup  of g a rdens  a n d  p lan 
tations  featu r i ng  aza l eas a n d  ca mel l ias, and  h ouses of  h istoric i n terest. 
Admission , $ 1 .25;  $2 d u r ing  spri n g  seaso n .  

Cyp ress Gardens, off Rte 5 2 ,  a b o u t  25 m i les north .  
Mag n o l ia Ga rdens,  off Rte  6 1 ,  about  1 0  m i l es n o rthwest. 
M idd l eton Ga rdens, off Rte 6 1 ,  about  1 2  mi les northwest. 
P ie rates C ruze Ga rdens, off US  1 7, 6 m i les no rtheast. 
McCle l lanvi l le Hampto n P la ntation ,  with a fi ne Georg ian  house 

and  wel l -p l an ted  ga rdens is 7 m i . n o rth , off US 1 7 . A d m . , $ 1 .50. 

FLORIDA 

Boca Raton Africa, U .S .A. , has many species of Africa n an ima l s  on 
a la rge, open t ract v is i ted by moto r tra i n .  A l so  p la nt i n gs of tropical  
p la nts and a boat c ru ise. Admiss ion,  $ 1 .75 . 

Bonita Spri n g s  Everg lades Wo nder  Gardens is a fi n e  zoo, specia l 
i z i ng  in  loca l a n i m a ls, w i th  a la rge co l l ectio n  of a l l igators a n d  c roco
d i les .  Labe led exotic trees, and  g u ide service. A d m iss ion ,  $ 1 .  

Bradenton South  F l o rida Museu m,  sma l l  a n d  compact, is fi l led with 
a wide  ra nge  of exhi bits, i n c l ud i ng  a l ivi ng manatee . Ad m . , .50. 

Daytona Beach C ru ises on  the Ha l ifax River leave the m u n ic ipa l  
docks morn i ng  and  afternoon .  $ 1 .65.  South  o n  U.S .  1 is the Sea Zoo 
with a variety of fishes and  oth e r  an ima l s. Ad miss ion ,  $ 1 .50. 

D u n n e l lon Rain bow Spr in gs, about 5 m i les north off Rte 4 1 , is  one 
of the larger F l o r ida spr ings .  "Submarine" boats .  Tr ip,  $2.  
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Everg lades F ro m  here boat trips into the wi lder  parts of the Ever
g lades Nationa l  Park (p.  1 24) are avai lab le .  Cost, $3.30.  

Fort Lauderdale Two " j u n g le cru ises" cover the Bahia-Mar  beach 
a rea, the I n land Waterway, a nd the New River .  C ost, $2 and  $2.50. 

Fort Myers Ed ison Winter Home a n d  Laboratory inc l udes work
shops and a bota nical  garden (Adm.  $1 ) .  Also several  cru ises in the river 
and bay from Yacht Basi n Park ($ 1 .75 and $2) .  

Fort Wa lton Beach The F lor ida Gu lfar i um, east on  US 98, has  a 
la rge col lectio n  of fishes. Tra ined porpoises, too. Admiss ion,  $ 1 .50. 

Homestead To the north, o n  Newton Rd.,  i s  the O rchid J u ng le, 
with g reenhouses a n d  natural ized p lanti n gs. Admiss ion,  $ 1 . 

Homosassa Spri n g s  Natu re ' s  Giant Fish Bowl, a g ro u p  of spr ings  
con nected to the G u lf, i s  r i ch  i n  m a rine  l ife. Adm.,  $ 1 .24. 

Hypol uxo, o n  US 1 near Lake Worth; the J ames Melton A utorama, 
a co l l ection  of • antique  ca rs, toys and a cyclorama .  Admission,  $ 1 .50. 

Is la morada J ust north, Theate r of the Sea with n umerous pools  of 
ocea n fishes; g u ided tou r  and tra ined  porpoise show. Adm., $ 1 .50. 

Key West East Martel l o  Tower i s  the remains  of a br ick Civ i l  War 
fort n ow housing art and h i storica l exh i bits. Worth see ing .  Ad m. ,  .50. 

Marathon S.E .  Mus. of N. Amer. I nd ian .  Exce l lent co l lection  of 
implements, ornaments, and many aspects of I nd ian  l i fe .  Adm. ,  $ 1 . 

Marineland, 1 7  m i les south of St. Augustine o n  route A l A, has  the 
famed Marine Studios, fi rst and best known of the large aquari u m  
exhibits .  One o f  t h e  best of its k i n d .  Ad mission, $ 1 . 1  0 .  

M i a m i  has  a score of commercia l  attractions.  G e t  a loca l map for 
l ocations .  Some of u n usua l  educationa l  va lue a re :  

Mon key J u n g le-largest col lection of monkeys a n d  apes. Ad m. , $ 1 .40. 
Parrot J u n g le-many pa rrots, flamingos and other b i rds .  Adm. ,  $2.20. 
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FLORIDA (conti n u e d )  

Seaquar i um-a n ew, l a rge, att ractive aqua r i um  exhi bit .  Adm . , $2.20. 
Serpentar i u m - u n u sua l  exh ib its of rare sna kes.  Adm.,  $ 1 .30.  
Vizcaya-a p reten t iou s  estate,  now a n  u n i q u e  museum .  Adm. , $ 1 .75 .  
N a p l e s  Ca r ibbean  Gardens  featu re exotic b i rds  a n d  tropica l  

p la nts i n  a n  attractive natura l  setti n g .  Admission ,  $ 1 . 1 5 . 
Oca l a  To the  south , B i rds  of Prey, a n  ou tsta n d i n g  ed ucationa l  ex

h ib i t  of tethe red bi rds, with demonstrat ions of fa lcon ry. Adm . ,  $ 1 . 1 3 . 
St. Aug ust ine  abounds  in commerc ia l  att ractions .  Outs ide of town 

a re the St . A u g u st i ne  A l l igator  Farm (Ad m. ,  .90) a n d  C asper ' s  A l l i gator 
J u ng le  ( $ 1 .25) .  C l ose r in ,  vis i tors may take their  cho ice of: O ld  Spa n ish 
Treasury ( .50), School  House ( .50), O ldest House  ( .50) ,  Fou ntai n -of
Youth Park  ( .80) ,  L igh tner  Muse u m  of H obbies ( $ 1  ), Be l ieve- I t-or -Not 
Museum ( $ 1 ) ,  Potte r ' s  Wax Museum ( $ 1 .25 ) .  

St .  P etersb u rg has  co mmerc ia l  attract ions ,  a l l  o n  o r  near  N .  4th St. 
F lo r ida  Wild An ima l  Ranch-exhi bits a n d  an a n ima l  show, $ 1 . 
S u n ke n  Gardens-pla nt ings  a n d  bota n ica l  d i sp lays,  Adm. ,  $ 1 . 
Wed d i n g ' s  Gardens-plant i ngs  of t ropica l  species,  Adm. ,  $ 1 . 
Sarasota has  th ree state-owned Ri n g l i n g  m u seu ms, i n c l ud i ng  the 

fa mous  R i ng l i ng  Museum of Art  ( $ 1  ), the R i ng l i ng  Mans ion  with its fine  
ga rdens  ( $ 1  ) ,  a n d  the  Muse u m  of the C i rcus  ( . 50 ) .  A l so note :  

C i rcus  Hal l  of Fame-exhi bits and c i rcus  acts .  Adm. ,  $ 1 .25.  
C i rcus  Winte r  Q u a rters-a n i m a l  exh ib i t s  and t ra i n i n g  acts .  Adm.,  $ 1 .  
Ho rn ' s  C a rs o f  Yeste rday-a nt ique  cars  a n d  m us ic  boxes. Adm. ,  $ 1 .  
Sa rasota Repti l e  Fa rm a n d  Zoo-la rge a n i m a l  exh i bits .  Ad m. ,  $ 1 .  
Sun sh i ne  Gardens-p l a nt ings  a n d  water-sk i i n g  exh i bits .  Adm. ,  $ 1 . 
Si lver Spri n g s  i n c l u des the  fa mous spr ings  themse lves (to u r, $2 .20) 

and a l so the Ross A l l e n  Repti l e  I n st itute with exh i bits  and demonstra
t ions  of " m i l k i n g "  ratt lers .  (Ad m. ,  $ 1 . 1 5 ) .  The  Ca rr iage Cavalcade ex
h i bits  a ntiq ue cars  ($ 1 . 1 3 ) ,  a n d  deer  of many  k i nds  a re seen at Ba rt
lett 's  Deer  Ranch  (Ad m. ,  71 cents) .  

Tarpon Spr i n g s  Sponge-d iv ing exhi bits and demo nstrations.  ($ 1 )  
Tavernier  McKee's  S u n ken Treasu re Fo rtress ex h ibi ts  re l i cs from 

a n cient  wrecks fo u n d  a l o n g  the F lo r ida  Keys ($ 1 . 1 5 ) .  
Vero Beach  McKee J u ng le  Gardens  has  u n u s u a l  p la nt ings  of na

tive and exotic species, a l so exhib i ts of b i rds  a n d  mamma l s  ($ 1 . 85 ) .  
Wak u l l a  Wa k u l la Spr ings  to the west is one  of the  la rgest sp r i ngs 

i n  the state (p .  43) . G la ss-bottomed boat tou rs; a l so s ig htseei n g  c ru i ses 
for p lan ts a n d  b i rds  ($ 1 .65) .  

Weeki Wachee Spri ngs  featu res u nderwate r shows, s ightsee ing  
t r ips, a n d  a v iew of  a nother  la rge  sp r i ng .  Admi Ss ion ,  $ 1 .7 5 .  

Wi nter Haven Cyp ress Gardens  offers  co lo r fu l  p lan t i ngs  q n d  l a n d 
scap i ng  i n  add i t ion t o  i ts famous  shows . Seve ra l  r i d e s  a n d  tou rs a r e  
ava i la b le .  Admi ss ion ,  $ 1 .50.  

Wi nter Park The c i ty-owned Mead Bota n ica l  Gardens, with orchid 
g reenhouse  and open p la nt ings .  Ma ny tropica l spec ies. Adm.,  50 cents . 

1 56 ACTIVIT IES  



INDEX 
Asterisks ( * )  d e n ote pages on w h i ch the sub jects are i l l ustrated. 

Aca lypha, *83 
Agricu lture, *23, 42, 54 
Air P l a nts, *72-74 
Alabama , 1 47- 1 48 ,  1 54 
Albany,  1 7, 1 49 
Al lamanda, *79 
A l l i gator, * 1 03 , 1 24 
Almond,  Tropica l ,  *83 
Aloes, *84 
Ame l ia  I s land,  *8 ,  * 1 27 
Amph ibians, 99- 1 00, 

* 1 0 1 - 1 02 
Anastasia State P k . , 

1 28,  1 30 
Andote Refuge, 1 33 
Ange lfish,  *98 
Angel Wings, *86 
A n h i n g a ,  * 1 1 0 
Anima l life, 1 0, *85- 1 22 
Ano l e, * 1 0 1 
Apa lachicola N . F . ,  1 32 ,  

1 36 
Armad i l lo ,  * 1 20 
Audubon Mem. Pk. ,  1 42 
Audubon Tours,  1 07, 

* 1 25, 1 33 
Austra l i a n  Pine,  * 58 
Avery I s land,  1 53 
Avocado, * 56 
Aza leas,  *70, * 1 47 

Bahamas,  *20 
Bahia Honda Park, * 1 40 
Ba l l  Moss, *73 
Bamboo Vine,  *67 
Bananas,  *53 
Banya n,  *B3 
Barnwe l l  State Pk., 1 52 
·Barracuda, 94- *95 
Bass, *94, *97 
Baton Rouge, 1 8, 1 42 
Batt le  of Nat.  Br idge 

Mon . ,  1 27 
Bayberry, * 66 
Bay St. L o u i s, 1 46, 1 53  
Bay,  Sweet, *52 
Bea r ,  B lack, * 1 1 9  
B ea ufort, 1 52 
Beaumont,  1 8  
Bea uvoir,  1 46 

B e l l i ngrath Gardens, 
1 54 

B i g  Cypress Resn . ,  1 29 
B i l ox i ,  1 8 , 1 46, 1 53 
Bi rch, River, * 50 
B i rd of Paradise,  *78 
B i rds, * 1 07- 1 1 7, 1 33 
B i rd watch ing, 1 33 
B l a ckbird ,  * 1 1 4  
B l eed ing Tooth , *90 
B l uegi l l ,  *93 
Bobcat, * 1 1 9 
Bobwh ite, * 1 1 4  
Boca Rato n ,  1 54 
Bonita Springs,  1 34, 1 54 
Bouga i nv i l lea, *68 
Bradenton, 1 .54  
Brig hton Res n . ,  1 29 
B r u n swick,  1 50  
Buffalofish,  *97 
Bunch Moss, *73 
Bunting, Painted, * 1 1 5  
Butterfly F ish,  *98 

C a l a mond i n ,  * 55 
C o l usa , 28 
C a m e l l i a ,  *69 
C a pe Sab le, 1 34 
C a racora, * 1 1 3  
Cardina l ,  * 1 07 
C a ribbean Gardens, 

1 56  
C a sti l lo d e  San Marco s ,  

* 3 2 ,  1 26, 1 28 
Cedar Keys, 1 33,  1 34 
C e d a rs, *47 
Century P l a n t, *83 
Ceriman,  *79 
C erith,  F l o rida,  *90 
C h a l mette N . H .  P k . , 1 42 
C h a r leston , 1 5, 1 52 
C h a r leston Mus. ,  * 1 51 ,  

1 52 
C h ehaw State Pk. ,  1 50 
C h erokee Rose, *71  
C h i cot State Pk . ,  1 42 
C h i naberry, * 58 
C h itons, * 89 
C h octaw, 29 

Citrus Fruits, * 54-55, 
* 1 38 

C l i mate, 4, 8 -9 
Cockle,  *89 
Coconut, * 59 
Co l l ier-Semi n o l e  P k . ,  

1 3 1  
Conchs, *87 
Cone, A l phabet, *90 
Conecuh N . F . ,  1 48 
Coot, * 1 1 7  
Coq u i n a ,  * 89 
C o ra l ,  *39, *92 
C o ra l B e a n ,  *67 
C o ra l Snake, * 1 06 
Cora l Vine, *78 
Co rkscrew Swa m p, 

* 1 32,  1 33 
Cormora nt, * 1 1 6  
C otto n mouth, * 1 06 
Cougar, 1 1 9 
C rabs,  * 9 1  
C ra ne, Sa n d h i l l ,  * 1 1 1  
Crape Myrtle, *68 
Crappie, B l a ck, *97 
Creeks, 30, 33 
C reva l le J a ck,  94- *95 
C rocod i l e, * 1 03 
C rooked R i ve r  St. P k . ,  

1 50 
C roton, *84 
Cuba,  * 2 1  
Cycads, *64 
Cy press, *45 
C y p ress Gardens, 1 56 

Dad e  Mem. P k . ,  1 27 
Dan i a ,  * 1 29 
Daytona Beach, 1 5, 1 54 
Deer, * 1 1 8  
De lta Refuge, 1 43 
De Soto, 24, 2 5  
De Soto N . F . ,  1 46 
De Soto N .  Mem .,  1 26 
Diamond back, * 1 06 
Dolph i n ,  94-*95 
Dol p h i n ,  Bott l e-nosed, 

* 1 22 ,  * 1 53 
Doth a n ,  1 48 
Dove, Ground,  * 1 1 5  
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Drake, Francis , 26 
Dry Tortugas, * 1 26 
D u n n e l l o n ,  1 54 
Eagle,  Bald , * 1 1 2  
Eg rets, * 1 08 ,  * 1 25 
Ed i sto Beach State P k . ,  

1 52 
E n terprise, 1 48 
Events, C a l en d a r  of, 1 4  
Everg lades Nat.  P k . , 

* 1 24- 1 25, map, *79 
Everg lades Wonder 

Gardens, 1 54 

F a i rch i ld Garden, * 1 35 
Fai rhope, 1 48 
F ig , F l a .  Stra ng ler,  *80 
Fishes, *93-98 
F ish ing,  commercia l ,  

*23 
F i s h i n g ,  Sport, 93, 

1 39 - 1 40, 1 4 1 
F l ags,  *26- *27 
F l a m e  V i n e ,  *84 
F l amingo,  * 1 1 1  
F l orida, 22,  1 24- 1 4 1 , 

1 54- 1 56 
F lor ida Caverns State 

Pk., 1 30, * 1 3 1  
F lor ida State Museum, 

*29, 1 38 
F lounder,  Southern, *96 
F l o wers, * 7 1 -78 
Fonta i nebleau State 

Pk. , 1 42 
Forests, Nat .  and State, 

1 32,  1 46, 1 48 , 1 52 
Ft .  Carol ine,  1 26 
Ft.  C l i n ch State P k . ,  

1 26 - * 1 27 
Ft.  Frederica N . M ., 1 50 
Ft .  Ga i n es,  1 48  
Ft. J efferson N .M . ,  * 1 26 
Ft .  Lauderd a l e, 1 6, 1 55 
Ft. Marion N . F . ,  1 52 
Ft. Matanzas,  1 26 
Ft. Mimms, 1 48 
Ft. Morgan State P k . ,  

1 48 
Ft .  Myers, 1 9, 1 55 
Ft.  Pickens State Pk. ,  

1 27 
Ft P u l a sk i  N . M . , 1 50 
Ft. Sumter N .M. , 1 52 
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F t .  Walton Beach, 1 55 
Fossi ls ,  *40 
Fox, Gray, * 1 1 9  
Fr igate B i rd , * 1 1 2  
F r i ngtree, *51  
Frogs,  * 1 00 

Gainesv i l le,  1 7, 1 38 
Gar,  Longnose, *96 
Gardenia,  *69 
Genti a n ,  Rose, *77 
Geology , 6 -7, *36-39 
Georg ia,  1 49 - 1 50, 1 54 
Georg ia Vetera n s  Mem . 

State Pk . ,  1 50 
Givh a n ' s  Ferry State 

Pk., 1 52 
Gold Head Bral'\ch, 1 30 
G rack le, Boat-ta i led,  

* 1 1 4  
Grapefru it,  *54 
Grapes, *67 
Green brier ,  *67 
Grouper, Red, 94- *95 
Guava, *57 
G u l f  State P k . , 1 48 
G u l l ,  Laug h i n g ,  * 1 1 6  
Gumbo Li mbo, *80 
Gum, B lack, * 5 1  
Gum, Sweet, * 5 1  

Hattiesburg, 1 46 
Havana , 2 1  
H a wk , Red -sho u ldered, 

* 1 1 3  
Hawk W i n g ,  *87 
H erons, * 1 08 - 1 09 
H i b i s cus ,  * 68 
H i g h land H a m m ock, 

1 3 1  
H i l l sborough River  P k . ,  

1 3 1  
H i sto ry,  24-34 
H o l l y , B lack,  *65 
H omestead, 1 55 
Homochitto N . F . , 1 46 
H omosassa S p r i n g s , 1 55 
H u nt ing I s . State P k . ,  

1 52 
H ya c i n ths, Water, *75 
H y po l uxo, 1 55 

I b i ses, * 1 1 0  

I ndians,  24-25, 28-3 1 , 
* 1 29 

I nd ustry, *22-23 
I nformation Agencies, 

1 23 
I s lamorada,  1 55 
J acksonvi l l e, 1 5, *22 
J asmine,  * 69 
J efferson Davis  Mem . 

State P k . , 1 50 
J eky l l  I s .  State Pk. , 1 .50  
J i n g l e  Sh e l l s , * 88 

Key Largo,  1 40 
Keys, F lor ida,  39, 1 25, 

1 34, * 1 40 - 1 41  
Key West, 1 9, 1 40-* 1 41 ,  

1 55 
K i l learn  Gardens, 1 30 
K isatchi e  N . F . ,  1 43 
Kite, E verg lade,  * 1 0 
Kite, Swa l low-Ta i l ed ,  

* 1 1 2  
Kolomoki  Mounds State 

Pk. , 1 .50  
K u m q uats, *55 

L a cass i n e  Refuge, 1 43 
Lake C h a r l es,  1 8, 1 42 
Lake G r i ffi n ,  1 3 1  
Lake Pontc h a rtrain,  1 44 
La Sa l l e, 33 
Laura S. Wa lker  State 

P k . ,  1 sO 
Life P l a n t, *78 
L i l ies,  Spider, *44 
L i mes, *54 
L i mestone, 39, 41 , 43 
L i m p k i n ,  * 1 1 1  
L i tt le Ocmu lgee State 

P k . , 1 50 
L i tt le  River State Forest, 

1 48 
L itt le  Talbot I s . , 1 30 
L ivestock , *23 
L i zards,  * 1 0 1 
Lobster, Spiny, *91  
Longfe l low- Evang e l i n e  

Mem . P k . , 1 42 
Loquat,  * 56 
Louis iana,  1 42 - 1 43 , 1 44, 

1 53 
Louisiana Purchase, 24, 

34 



L u m ber, *23 Oca l a  N . F . ,  1 32 P l u m, Coco, *80 
Ocean Springs,  1 46 Poinc iana,  Royo l ,  *82 

Mag n o l ias,  * 52 Okeechobee, La ke,  * 1 0, Poin sett ia ,  *68 
Magno l ia  Springs State 43 Poi sonwood, *80 

Pk. ,  1 50 Okefenokee Swamp, Pompano,  *93 
Mahogany, W. l . ,  * 8 1  1 7, 1 49, 1 54 Ponce de leon , 24-25 
Mammals, * 1 1 8- 1 22 Oleander,  *65 Ponderous Ark, *88 
Manatee, * 1 22 O' leno State Pk. , 1 30 Porpoise,  1 22 
Manatee Springs, 1 30 O l u stee Batt lefield His! .  Port Arth u r, 1 43 
Mango, * 57 Mo n . ,  1 27 Portu guese 
Mangrove, Red, *81  Opossum, * 1 20 Man-of-war, *92 
M a p l e, Red , * 50 Orangeburg,  1 52 Prehi stor ic  o b j ects , *28 
Maps : 4-5, 6, 7, 24-25, Oranges,  * 54-55 P u m m e l o, *55 

33, 34, 36-37, 42, Orch ids, *74 
75, 79, 8 5  O r c h i d  Tree, * 8 2  Q u a i l ,  * 1 1 4  

Marco I s land,  1 34 Orlando,  1 7  
Mar i n e l a n d , 1 55 Osceo l a, *30 

Rabbit,  Marsh,  * 1 2 1  
Mar l i n , B l ue,  *96 Osceo l a  N . F . , 1 32 
Matheson Ha mmock Osprey, * 1 1 2  Raccoon, * 1 1 9 

P k ., * 1 39 Otter, * 1 2 1 Racer, B l ack,  * 1 04 

McC l e l lanv i l le,  1 54 Overseas H i g h wa y ,  1 40 Raceru n n er, * 1 0 1 

Mead ow-bea u ty ,  *76 Owl , B u rrowing,  * 1 1 5  R a i l road V i n e ,  *76 

Miami, * 1 5, * 1 6, * 1 39,  
R a i n fa l l ,  8 , 9 ;  map,  6 

1 55 Pa l m ettos,  *60-61 Rattlers, * 1 06 

M i l kwort,  * 77 P a l m s, *59-63 Repti les,  *99, * 1 0 1 - 1 06 

Mimosa, * 58 Panama C ity, 1 9  Rivers Br idge C onf. 

M inera ls ,  *23, *41 Pandanus,  *84 ·Mem .  P k . , 1 52 

Mississ ippi, 1 45- 1 46, Papaya, * 56 Rose, C h erokee, *71  

1 54 Parks, 1 30 - 1 3 1 ,  1 42,  
Mob i l e, 1 8, * 1 47, 1 48 ,  1 46, 1 48,  1 50, 1 52 Sago P a l m ,  *64 

1 54 Parrotfi s h ,  *98 S a i l fi s h ,  *96 

Mocking bird, * 1 07 Pascago u la ,  1 46, 1 54 St.  Andrews P k . ,  1 30 

Mounds, I nd i a n ,  28, 1 29 Pecan, * 5 1  St.  A u g u s t i n e ,  * 3 2 ,  

Mu l let, *96 Pe l ican,  B rown,  * 1 1 6  * 1 28,  1 56 

Muskrat, * 1 20 Pe l ican I s .  Refug e, 1 33 St.  Francisv i l l e ,  1 53 

Myakka River State P k . ,  P e l l icer C reek, 1 3 1  St .  Marks Refuge, 1 33 

* 1 1 '  1 3 1  Pen She l l , Stiff, *89 St.  Mart invi l l e ,  1 42 

Myrt l e  Beach, 1 52 Pensaco l a ,  1 8 - 1 9  St. Petersburg,  * 1 9, 

Myrt l e  Dahoon, *66 Percy Q u i n n  State P k . ,  1 34, 1 37 

1 46  S a m  H o u ston State Pk. , 

N a p les,  1 34, 1 56 Persimmon , *50 1 42 

N a rvaez, Panfi l o  d e ,  Petit Bois  Refug e, 1 46 Sa n i b e l  I s . ,  * 1 34 

24-25 P i ca y u n e, 1 46 Santa Rosa P k . ,  1 30 

Natchez, 1 54 P i ckerel ,  E astern , *97 Santee Sta te P k . , 1 52 

Nat.  Key Deer Refuge, Pi ckerelweed, *77 Sapod i l la , * 57 

1 33 P ineapple,  W i l d ,  *73 Sara sota , 1 9, 1 34, * 1 55, 

New I beria,  1 42 P in es, *46-47 1 56 

New Orleans, * 1 8, P ink,  Grass, *74 Sava nnah ,  1 5, 1 49 

* 1 43,  * 1 44 Pi pewort, *77 Sca l lop, C a l i co, *89 

N i ghthawk, * 1 1 3  Pitcher P l a n t, *76 Sca u p ,  lesser,  * 1 1 7 

N utria,  * 1 20 P l a n t  life,  1 0, *44-84, Screw P i n e, *84 

1 35 Sea Fan,  *92 

Oaks, *48-49 P lover, B l a c k - Be l l i ed, Sea Grape, * 8 1  

Oca ia,  1 7, 1 38, 1 56 * 1 1 7  Sea U rch i n ,  *92 
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Sem i no les, 29, �30-3 1 ,  Ta l lah assee, * 1 7, * 1 36 U n i v .  of F l o rida,  1 38 
* 1 29 Tamarind,  W i l d ,  * 8 1  U n i v .  of M i a m i, 1 39 

Shark , Nurse, 94- *95 Ta m i a m i  Tra i l , 1 25 
Shelby State P k . ,  1 46 Tampa, 1 9, * 1 37 V e rbena , Moss, *76 
Sh e l l i n g, *86-90, * 1 34 Tangerines, * 55 Vero Beach , 1 56 
Sh ore L ife, *86-92 Tarpon, 94-*95 V i zcaya Mus. , 1 39, 1 56 
Sh rubs, *65-69 Tarpon Springs,  * 1 37, V u lture, B l a ck,  * 1 1 3  

"' Si lver Springs,  *43, 1 56 1 56 
Siren,  *99 Tavernier, 1 40, 1 56 Wak u l la Spr ings, 1 56 
Sk ink,  F ive - l i ned, * 1 0 1 Tekesta, 29 Wa r b l er, P a l m ,  * 1 1 4  
Skunk,  SpoHed, * 1 2 1  Te l l i n ,  Sun rise, *88 Water Moccas in,  *1  06 
S l iders,  * 1 02 Terns, * 1 1 6  Waxmyrt le, *66 
Snake P lant, *78 Texas, 1 43  Waycross, 1 7, 1 50, 1 54 
Snakes, * 1 04- 1 06 Thibodaux , 1 42 Weather, 8 -9 
Snapper, Red, 94-*95 Thomasv i l l e, 1 50  Week i Wachee Springs, 

.. Snook, *96 Ti l landsia , *73 1 56 
So i l ,  6, *42 T it i ,  Wh ite, *66 West P a l m  Beach , 1 6  
South C a ro l in a, Tomoka State P k . , 1 3 1  W h e l k , Pear, *90 

1 51 - 1 52,  1 54 Torreya State Pk. ,  1 30 W i ld l ife Refuges, *85, 
Spanish Moss, *72 Tourism, 23 1 33 , 1 43, 1 46, 1 50, 
Spark leberry, *66 Tours, 1 2- * 1 3  1 52 

z Spoon b i l l ,  *85, * 1 33 Trave ler 's  Tree, *82 Wi l let, * 1 1 7  
u Squirrel ,  Fox,  * 1 2 1  Trees, *45-64 W i n te r  Haven, 1 7, 1 56 ! 

,., � State Constitution C o n- Triggerfish,  *98 Winte r  Park,  1 56 

0 vention Mem.,  1 27 Tropica l P lants,  *79-84 Woma n ' s  Tongue, *82 

.. Sti n g ray,  *94 . Tu l i p  She l l ,  *90 Woodpecker, 
� Summerv i l le, 1 52 Tu l i ptree, *50 Red - be l l ied, * 1 1 5  2 S u n ray Venus,  *88 Tung,  *58 ! 

S u p p l e  J a ck , *67 Turkey Wings, *88 Yel l owta i l ,  84-*85 .. 
Suwa nnee River State Turnstone, Ruddy, * 1 1 7  � l;l Pk. ,  1 30 Turt les, *99, * 1 02 Zamia,  * 64 

.. " 
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Golden Guides 

These comprehensive and authoritative Golden Guides have 
been written by Dr. Herbert S. Zim, authority on science 
education, in collaboration with experts in each field. Copi
ously illustrated in full color, each book contains a fact-filled 
1 60 pages. This encyclopedic series makes an invaluable li
brary collection for people of all ages. 

THE GOLDEN NATURE GUI DES 
are an introduction to the world of nature, a guide to the most 

common, most easily seen, and most interesting aspects of the world 

around us. In this series : 

B I RDS • F LOWERS • I NSECTS • TREES • SEASHORES • STARS • FOSS ILS 

REPT I LES A N D  AMPH I B IANS • MAMMALS • F ISHES 

ROCKS AND M I N E RALS • GAMEBI RDS • SEA S H ELLS O F  THE WORLD 

THE GOLDEN REGIONAl GUI DES 
describe regions of the United States, encompassing points of geo

graphic, historic and cultural interest, as well as essential information 

about the people, animals and plants of each region. Available: 

THE SOUTHWEST • THE SOUTH EAST 
THE NORTHWEST • EVERGLADES 

THE GOLDEN SC I ENCE GUIDES 
A new series concerned with exploring major ideas or areas of 

knowledge . Available: 

WEAT H E R  • ZOOLOGY 

THE GOlDEN HANDBOOKS 
A series of informative guides to the fascinating world of leisure

time hobbies and outdoor activities, written by authorites in the 

various fields. Each 1 60-page book is illustrated in full color : 

PHOTOGRAPHY • SAI L I NG • GUNS • POWERBOATS 
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