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EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK 

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK is �ne of the major areas 
administered by your National Park Service. The Park 
Service has the responsibi l ity of preserving this unique area 
for future generations, and of fadlitating your present en­
joyment and understanding af it. 
LOCATION The Park is located about 30 mi les south of 
Miami, and 9 mi les south and west of Homestead, on state 
Route 27. Route 1 from Miami or Route 27 from the Tamiami 
Trail brings you to Homestead. A new 40-mlle paWd road 
from the entrance to Flamingo goes through the Park touch­
ing all spots interesting to visitors. Boats and boat tours 
enter the Park from Everglades, to the west. 
SEASON The Park with Its exhibits, trails, boats, and tours, 
is open a l l  year. Park rangers are on duty ta assist you. 
During the winter season (Dec.-April) there a re dally walks, 
tal ks, and other activities. During the sum-r -n (May­
Nov.) this p rogram is more l imited. See notices posted in the 
Park, or inquire of a Park ranger. 
ACTIVITIES Everg lades National Park Is not a Park having 
spectacular scenery, though a flight -of Ibis agalmt a sunset 
or the play of sunlight over the Everg lades Is bteath-taklng. 
The Park is a r ich biologic wonderland, where visitors who 

. take t ime to stop are rewarded by sights of a lngotors, odd 
and beautiful birds, rare p lants, and unusual ul-ls. Visit 
the trai l s, and wayside exh ibits. Go an the tours. Fishing is 
exce l lent. Miles of in land waterways can be explored by 
boat. There are faci l i ties for picnics and camping. and the 
Park Is a photographer's h-n.  For tours, accommodations IJ 
and faci l i ties, see Inside back cover. . 
PRECAUTIONS There is l ittle danger In the Park except that 
which people create for themselves. Stay on trails and roads. 
Dress appropriately. Be prepared for mosquitoes i n  summer. 
Check cha rts before boating and fishing. Much of the Park is  
wi ld country. Do not underestimate it .  Get a gu ide if you 
pion to explore. When in doubt ask a Park ranger. 
RULES AND REGULATIONS protect you and your Pork. 
Obey them. Do not pick flowers. Fishing is permitted, but not 
hunting.  Keep the Park clean; you ' l l  enjoy it al l the more. 
MORE INFORMATION Write, phone or visit temporary 
Park Headquarters, 205 N. Krome Avenue, Homestead, F lor­
ida. Mail address: Box 275, Homestead, Florida. 
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FOREWORD 

Everg lades National  Park is one of 29 National  Parks 
belonging to the American people and admin istered for 
their benefit and enjoyment by the National Park Service. 
As this is your Park, our greatest desire is that you enjoy 
it to the utmost. To this end you should know what you 
are seeing in  this vast wi lderness, which on first s ight ap­
pears to be composed of only _plants, water, and sky. 
This book, prepared in col laboration with the Everg lades 
Natura l  H istory Association, wi l l  be of great va lue to you 
when making a trip into the Everg lades. It  w i l l  a lso remain 
as a reminder of the many unusual and interest ing fea­
tures in the southernmost area of the Un ited States main-
land. Warren F. Hami lton 

Superintendent, Everglades National Park 

This fi rst guide to a loca l but unique and fascinating 
region has become a rea l ity because of the fine coopera­
tion of the Everg lades Natural History Assn., and the staff 
of the Everg lades Nationol Park, especia l ly Warren F. 
Hamilton, Jack B. Dodd, Wil l iam B. Robertson, Tom Gil­
bert and Ernest J .  Christensen. Expert assistance came 
from R. Tucker Abbott, Robert P. Al len, George Stevenson, 
Alexander Sprunt Ill, Don Hoffmeister, Hobart Smith, and 
Don Poppenhager. Thanks are  due to  the  a rtist and to  the  
photographers credited below. H.S.Z. 

@ Copyright 1960 by Golden Press, Inc. All rights reserved, including the 
right of �uctlon In whole or In port In a:;:r farm. Designed ond pro· 
duced by Artlsta and Wrlten Pr••· Inc. Print In the U.S.A. by W•tern 
Printing and Lithographing Company. Published by Golden Press, Inc., 
Rockefeller Center, New York 20, N. Y. Published elmultaneouely In Canada 
by The Musean Book Compony, Ltd., Toronto. 

PHOTO CREDITS: William Craighead, p. 16; Everglades National Park, 
pp. 13. 15, 17, 18 (bottom), 661 12, 75; Florida State News Bureau, pp. 8, 
1-4, 19, 20, 25, 73; National Audubon Society by George Porter, p. 71; 
Herbert S. Zim, pp. 12, 18 (top), 69, 70, 74. 
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WHAT MAKES THIS REGION 

This region, l ike a good stew, is a subtle blend of severa l 
ingredients. To understand this un ique and del ightful area, 
which actual ly extends from lake Okeechobee south, keep 
in mind the fol lowing factors: 
NEARNESS TO THE TROPICS Key West l ies just about 
one degree from the Tropic of Cancer (23lt2 ° N .  lat.) 
which marks the beginning of the tropics. The Everg lades 
extend north to about 27°. Miami is south of Cairo, Bag­
dad, and Delh i-farther south than any other large U.S. 
c ity on the North American continent. 
CLIMATE reflects the region's nearness to the tropics. This 
area does not have the four typical seasons of the tem­
perate zone, but has a two-season c l imate. The warm, wet 
season lasts from May to November. This is a time of short, 
heavy showers which produce most of the 50 to 60 inches 
of annua l  rainfa l l  in the Everg lades. This is a lso the hur­
ricane season. The cool, dry season lasts from December 
through Apri l ,  and while the average temperature is about 
70° for January, northern cold fronts occasional ly push 
south. These may bring disastrous frosts . Plant and an ima l 
l ife respond to the cold and dryness. The Everg lades are 
less green and the an imals are harder to find.  The Ever­
g lades c l imate in genera l is influenced more by tropica l 
factors than by temperate ones. 

CLIMAnC DATA FOR SOMI lOUTH FLORIDA P LACU 

Place 
Miami 
Homestead 
Everg lades 
Long Key 
Key West 

Avg. Jan.  Avg. July Highest Lowftt Avg. 
Temp. Temp. T-p. Temp. Rainfa l l  

68° 82° 98° 71° 59 ln. 
67 8 1 98 26 62 
67 82 100 28 55 
70 84 99 . 37 "" 
70 83 100 4 1  38 



Trade winds moderate local  climate. 

TRADE WINDS blowing from the southeast a re a factor 
in  g iving the region a near-tropica l c l imate. They (and 
hurricanes) bring seeds of plants and even some smal l  
an imals  from the West Ind ies. Many plants and animals  
in  the Everg lades and Keys are of West I nd ies origin. 
HURRICANES are "big winds," 75 mi les an hour or more, 
c irc l ing a low pressure area. They swing up from the 
tropics during the wet season, growing on the energy of 
the warm, moist, ocean ic air. One was estimated to ex­
pend energy at the rate of 27 b i l l ion horsepower. Hurri­
canes, though dangerous, a lso have a positive effect on 
this region. Torrentia l rains  flood the Everg lades and re­
plenish the water supply. The ocean sweeping in land 
opens new channels, and often brings insects and other 
an imals  from the Caribbean enriching the area. 
FIRE, usua l ly  considered only in terms of its destruction, 
has a positive side, too, in this area. I n  the pinelands 
(p. 1 6) periodic fires c lear the area of some plants and 
encourage the growth of  others, thus  he lp ing to establ ish 
and ma intain certain  natural communities . 
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DRAINAGE in a reg ion less than ten feet above sea level 
wou ld  hardly seem important, but it is. Tremendous 
amounts of water move s lowly through the Everg lades, 
funneled down from the lake Okeechobee area. Both the 
east and west coasts of south F lorida are s l ightly e levated 
and the great trough of the Everg lades acts as a broad, 
sha l low, grass-clogged river to the sea. The natura l drain­
age of the Everg lades has been a ltered by cana ls, mostly 
dug from 1 905-20. less water from lake Okeechobee 
now enters Everg lades National  Park. I t  may be a prob­
lem to keep the Everg lades lush and green . 

TERRAIN The actual  form of the land a lso determines 
the character of this reg ion . limestone is the on ly rock. I n  
some p laces, s l ight ly higher ridges make the  environment 
a bit different. Sinkholes form ponds which later become 
fi l led with muck and soi l .  The honeycombed l imestone is 
saturated with water and acts as a great reservoir, not 
only for the Everglades but also for Miami  and  nearby 
towns. This water is carried down the Keys to Key West 
in a large pipe. 

Natural channels and artificial cana ls cut the Everg lades. 



F lorida is part of a large submerged p lateau. 

HOW SOUTH FLORIDA WAS FORMED 

Deep below the Everg lades and Keys are the ancient 
rocks which make up the Appa lachian Mounta ins. Ages 
ago, these were worn leve l ,  and the sea has flowed over 
them many times. At each flooding, new layers of l ime and 
sand have formed. These now l ie over the o ld  basement 
rocks l ike a geolog ic layer cake. The top is a layer of 
l imestone formed not long ago during a g lacia l  period. 

This recent rock, the Mia mi Oo lite, l ies under the Ever­
g lades. It is a l imestone rock composed of tiny round con­
cretions. Ra ins and underground waters have dissolved 
and cut into the ool ite, pitt ing the surface. I n  the north­
west part of the Park a s l ightly older rock, the Tamiami 
sandy- l imestone, comes to the surface to form piny ridges. 
Much of the Keys are the remains of an old cora l reef, the 
Key largo limestone. This formed at about the same time 
as the Miami Ool ite, during a long period of retreating ice 
in the north and rising seas in the south. 

9 
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The rocks of southern F lor­
ida were farmed within 
the past 50,000 years. 

THE FLORIDA PLATEAU, now two-thirds beneath the 
sea, developed as layers of rock, half a mi le  to a mi le 
th ick, were formed over the o ld rock core. S l ight changes 
in the sea level now would mean great changes in the 
land area . A rise of a few feet cou ld wipe out the Ever­
g lades; an equivalent fa l l  cou ld double their size. These 
movements of the sea are slow, taking thousands of years. 
Whi le there is evidence that the sea is rising, it is not rising 
fast enough to worry even the rea l estate agents. 

OLD SHORELINES in south F lorida show how the sea has 
advanced and retreated in the past. A fine example now 
stands 25 feet above sea level .  These earth movements, 
which he lped form south F lorida during the past mi l l ion 
years, sti l l  continue. The Miami Ool ite was formed as a 
l imy ooze behind the protecting cora l reef which is now 
the F lorida Keys. Today a new reef has formed. Behind it, 
in shal low water and in F lorida Bay, the same kind of l ime 
ooze is being deposited. 

Besides the rising sea, no other major natura l changes 
in south F lorida have marked the past centu ries. The man­
made changes of the past 50 years have affected the 
drainage and the shorel ine. These, together with land 
c learing and bui ld ing, are altering the pattern of native 
p lant and animal  l ife, but not the region itse lf. 



FOSSILS of shel lfish, coral, and other sma l l  marine an i­
mals  help tel l  the story of the formation of this land.  I n  
t h e  older rocks, the fossi ls are less l ike the animals  of 
today. In the Miami  Oo l ite and Key largo limestone, the 
fossi ls  of cora l and shel lfish are very simi lar  to an imals  now 
l iving in F lorida waters. Foss i l s  tel l about the c l imate as 
wel l  as the age of rocks. Fossi ls of tropica l plants and 
animals  found in cold regions show that these a reas once 
had a warmer c l imate. Fossi ls  of mastodons and mammoths 
in F lorida prove that these northern an imals  moved south 
as the great ice sheet advanced. 

Deposits of peat, formed from fa irly recent plants, are 
now found submerged in severa l places. This is evidence 
that the sea is slowly rising and covering what was drier 
land five or ten thousand years ago. 

Fossil shells from Miami Oolite 



THE EVERGLADES is new land, recently formed. It com­
prises over seven mi l l ion acres. Much of the northern part 
is muck soil, wh ich, when dra ined and ferti l ized, produces 
va luab le  crops. Southward the soi l  is rockier, but even 
here, with special  treatment, high crop yields can be ob­
ta ined. F inal ly, great stretches cannot be used for agri­
cu lture because of too l itt le soil and too much water. I n  
this land-the "natural Everg lades" is  the Everg lades Na­
tional  Park. 

Approach ing the Park, land converted to agricu ltura l 
use may be seen. I n  season, note the fields of winter to­
matoes and beans. To the north, near lake Okeechobee, 
the crops are more diversified. Corn, beans, squash, egg­
plant, celery and melons are harvested for northern mar­
kets. Huge areas of sugar cane can be seen from Route 27 

south and east of Clewiston.  
To convert 'Glades muckland into farmland, over 500 

mi les of major canals and many more smal ler ditches have 
been dug. Programs of irrigation, insect control, and plant 
breeding have paid off. Here is intensive, high-production 
agriculture. To this, the "natura l Everg lades" of the Park 
with its native commun ities of plant and animal  l ife, stands 
in strong contrast. 



Cypress head near Tamiami Trai l  

NATURAL COMMUNITIES 

The Everg lades and Keys display, to the discerning 
eye, a variety of natura l commun ities, each showing dis­
tinctions in its plant and animal l ife. These a re produced 
by differences in the soil and rock structure and smal l  
d ifferences in elevation-perhaps only a foot or less. The 
ocean determines the type of shore or beach and, as i t  
penetrates in land, the sa ltiness of the water avai lable to 
p lants and anima ls. Grass and forest fi res e l iminate cer­
ta in plants and the newly burnt-over land favors others. 
All these factors bring variety to the region. 
BALD CYPRESS COMMUNITIES l ie a long the north 
edge of the park, towards and past lake Okeechobee. 
Amid these towering timber trees are nesting  grounds for 
birds such as anhinga and wood stork. Corkscrew Swam p  
(an Audubon Refuge) i s  a fine  example. Few o f  the g reat 
cypress swamps sti l l  remain in F lorida. In the Park, pond 
cypress (p. 52) is more common amid sawgrass and 
around hammocks. 

NA JURAL AREAS 1 3  



Egrets feeding in an Everg lades sloug h 

THE EVERGLADES is ca l led "a river of grass"-sawgrass 
(p. 58) dotted by hammocks and tree is lands that extend 
mi le after m i le. The deeper ponds, s loughs and drainage 
courses hold water al l  year, and shelter gar, a l l igators, 
otters, and many wading birds. The Anhinga Trail pene­
trates such a slough. The wil lows and pond a pples a long 
its border are typica l .  

The water level of the Everglades changes seasonal ly. 
During the dry winter and spring, water is low and an imal  
l ife moves into the s loughs. F i re danger is greater then, 
and near the sea the sa lt water penetrates farther in land.  
With the summer and fa l l  rains, the Everglades floods. 
Tiny p lants and invertebrates teem in the warm sha l lows. 
Fish spawn, and there is an abundance of food for b i rds 
and larger anima ls. The fluctuation of the seasons and the 
direct effects of storms and hurricanes are reflected in  the 
l ife of the Everglades. Drainage canals dug to protect 
farm land have affected the sea of grass, a lso. Along the 
Tamiami  Tra i l  the Everglades can be visited in a irboats 
which skim over the grass and water. 

1 4  NATURAL AREAS 



Mahogany Hammock in Everglades National  Park 

HAMMOCKS are isolated stands of hardwood trees and 
associated plants in the Everglades and Keys. They form 
on s l ightly elevated ground, on old ridges or beaches, or 
even on I ndian mounds. The trees often bear air plants 
and orchids (pp. 60-6 1 )  when the hammocks are moist. 
Drier hammocks are more open and may inc lude yucca 
and severa l kinds of cacti (p. 55). Many more sma ller tree 
is lands dot the sawgrass. These have a more l imited range 
of p lant and animal  l ife. 

It is in the hammocks that the greatest variety of tropica l 
plant and animal  l ife may be found.  Moist hammocks 
support rare ferns as we l l  as orchids and rare tropica l 
plants. During spring migrations, warblers and other song­
birds stop here to rest and feed; some remain to nest. 
Zebra butterfl ies and other insects abound, and here one 
fi nds tree snai ls (Liguus) and other species. Hammocks are 
found on the Keys, a lso .  Those on North Key largo are 
best known. But on the Keys many of the hammocks a re 
being ruth lessly cleared, and the great stands of tropica l 
hardwoods a re becoming rare. 

NATURAL AREAS 1 5  



PINELAND$ mark much of the South, but pine forests on 
limestone are a rarity. Such pineland communities a re 
found in the Everg lades National Park and on Big Pine 
Key. Caribbean pine (p. 52) is associated with zamia, 
palmetto, sumach, smi lax, and many sma l ler plants. Here 
one may see Virg inia deer (Key d eer on Big Pine Key), 
p i leated woodpeckers, and other smal ler mammals  and 
songbirds. The rich Redlands farming area and much of 
Miami were once pinelands. F ires, a lways a danger in  our 
parks, have he lped to develop and maintain this type of 
open pine forest by destroying seedl ings of other plants. 
Without fi re, hardwoods take over. 

Sunset in  Everg lades pinelands 



Mangroves near Paurotis Palm Pond 

MANGROVES flourish on ocean shores and so mark 
much of the coast in the Park and Keys. They form dense, 
a lmost impenetrable thickets with high prop roots and 
interlaced branches. These offer shelter to  pel icans, cor­
morants, herons, ibis, and other wading birds. Most of the 
great bird rookeries are located in mangroves. With the 
mangroves (p. 50) grow buttonwood and a few other salt­
resistant plants. Many of the sma l ler is lands in  the Keys 
a re mangrove islands. The land itself, perhaps only a few 
inches above sea level, looks l ike a tropica l paradise 
because of the mangrove cover. C loser, it is much less 
attractive, except to b irds. 

Mangroves do not cover a l l  the shores. Some are rocky 
or sandy beaches (p. 1 8).  These shores may merge into a 
coasta l prairie of sa lt-tolerant grasses and flowering 
plants. Sometimes iso lated b lack mangroves and button­
woods are present. Yucca, agave and native cacti may 
form thickets. The prairie is  more l ikely to be on mar l  
soi l, and here k i l ldeer, plovers, stilts, terns, and other 
shore birds may nest. 

NA JURAL AREAS 17 



Rocky beach on Plantation Key 

ROCKY SHORES, cut and eroded into jagged patterns, 
are formed by wave and chemica l action on exposed cora l 
l imestone. Sea urchins, ch itons and other shel lfish l ive in 
crevices, and smaller shore b irds a re constantly feed ing. 
Use care; you can easi ly turn an ankle whi le exploring 
these rough beaches. 

SANDY BEACHES occur at Cape Sable, where most of 
the sand is crushed shel l ,  and a long the Keys from Is la­
morada south. They harbor more and different plants and 
less animal l ife than the rocky beaches. Coconuts, sea­
grape, buttonwood and seven-year apple may be present, 
and many smal ler, salt-tolerant p lants. 

Shell beach at Cape Sable 



CORAL REEFS are not found within the Park but they 
border the Keys and provide, close at hand, a community 
of p lant and  animal  l ife wh ich is l itera l ly  "out of this 
world." Glass-bottom buckets, boats and skin-diving 
equipment open the way to this undersea land.  Those who 
make the effort to see it never forget the experience or 
regret the effort. Eighty square mi les of the reef are now a 

Nationa l  Preserve. The reefs abound with invertebrates, in  
addition to  l iving coral, and are the  home of  many kinds 
of tropica l fishes-parrotfish, angelfish, morays, trigger­
fish and the l ike. 

With in the Park and the Keys are extensive areas of 
submerged land, main ly in F lorida Bay. Mile after m i le 
l ies under on ly a few feet of water. I n  this submerged 
land l ive many kinds of crustaceans and she l lfish.  Smal ler  
fishes spawn here, too, making th is  a feeding ground for 
shore and water birds. Herons and egrets snap up sma l l  
fishes. Terns, ospreys, pel icans and gu l ls dive after fishes, 
a lso. Spoonbi l l s  may feed in tida l  sloughs. 

Coral reef fishes, Florida Keys 



THE KEYS stretch in a long, 200-mi le arc from Miam i  
south and  west to  the Dry Tortugas. Scores o f  is lands, t he  
largest (Key largo) about 3 5  mi les long, dot F lorida Bay 
or extend as a long chain separating the Gu lf of Mexico 
from the Atlantic. The Keys are not a natura l plant and 
animal  commun ity l ike those on the previous pages. All 
the community types, except the Everg lades itself, are 
found here, with mangroves, hammocks and beaches pre­
dominating.  On the Keys the oceanic, tropical c l imate is 
accentuated, making this a vaca.tion area without equal 
in the Un ited States. Here the fishing is famous-in the 
bays and in lets, on the sha l low bottoms, a long the reefs 
and in the deep b lue of the Gulf Stream.  The varied plant 
and animal l ife, plus the unusual scenery, emphasize the 
Keys as an extension of the Park-and down to Long Key, 
the Park boundary does follow the In land Waterway. 
Audubon tours into the bay and Park leave from Tav­
ern ier. See a lso the National Key Deer Refuge, the aquari­
um and historic spots in Key West and, if possible, Ft. 
Jefferson on the Ory Tortugas. Detai ls  on p. 77. 

The Florida Keys are a chain of is lands. 



KEY DEER, a dwarf race of the 
white-tailed deer, is  usually 25 to 
30 in. high and weighs about 50 
l bs. These rare deer (once a lmost 
extinct) are found on or near Big 
Pine Key. A refuge has been es­
tablished for their protection. 

ANIMAL LIFE 

Animal l ife (and plant l ife, too) balance the seascapes 
and vistas to make the Everg lades and Keys so attractive. 
Everg lades National  Park was created primari ly to pre­
serve a biologic environment. Here are rookeries of wad­
ing birds along with scores of others-some, West I ndian 
in origin . Here a lso are mammals, from l ithe panthers to 
finger-sized shrews. Al l igators and crocodi les are found, 
and many other unusual reptiles, frogs, and toads. The 
waters abound with fish, so sports-fishing and skin-diving 
(in deeper water) are famous. I n  the sea, on land, and 
even In  the  trees are  shel ls  (mol lusks). look for  them and,  
wh i le  looking, don't miss the  g reat array of  sma l l  an ima l  
l ife-butterfl ies and other insects and sma l l  marine anima ls 
of fresh and sa lt water. The beauty in color and form of 
the sma l lest p lants and animals makes it wel l  worth the 
time to seek them out. 
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COUGAR or PANTHER is the 
largest of the wildcats. In the 
Everg lades it is qu ite gray, with 
b lack ears; 6·7 ft. long. Now rare 
and hard to see, cougars feed on 
deer and smal ler  animals. 

BOBCAT, less than half the size 
of the cougar, is  much more com­
mon. In the 'Glades it is darker 
and larger than to the north. 
Hunts at night but may be seen at 
dusk near F lamingo by visitors. 

RACCOON, with its b lack mask 
and ringed tai l ,  is a night prowl­
er of mangroves and pinelands. 
Seen along roads and near camps. 
Loca l ly the raccoon is pale, quite 
yel low, ond not strongly marked. 

WHITE-TAILED DEER i s  the com­
mon Virginia deer of the East. It 
is hunted north of the Park and is 
an important game animal .  Only 
males have antlers. Feeds on 
leaves, twigs, and wi ld  fruits. 



MANGROVE SQUIRREL, the 
loca l form of the fox squirrel, is 
larger than the groy squi rrel, a lso 
found here. Note the white feet, 
dork back, variable color. Nests 
in hollow trees. 

MARSH RABBIT i s  a smal l  al l ­
brown rabbit seen along the 
Tamiami Trail and in  the Ever­
glades. It is smal ler  than the cot­
tontai l  and lacks the white mark­
ings. Feeds on marsh grasses. 

ROUND-TAILED MUSKRAT is 
not the southern fur-bearer but 
is a smaller mammal nesting in 
mangrove roots and in marsh 
grasses. This fine swimmer is also 
called the Florida water rat. 

OPOSSUM is a pouched mam­
mal, distantly related to the kan­
garoo, and the only one of its kind 
in  this country. Common in drier 
woodlands and hammocks. Has 8-
12 very smal l  young in  one l itter. 
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OTTER is a water-loving carni­. vore related Ia weasel s  and skunks. 
Lives along s loughs, feeding on  
fi sh  and other sma l l  animals.  The 
otter is an  inte l l igent, p layfu l 
beast with fine, heavy fur. Males 
grow up to 5 ft. long and weigh 
up to 30 l bs. Females smal ler. 

COTTON RAT is a southern ro­
dent, common, but not often seen 
in  the Park. Lives in meadows, 
along ditches and in farmland, 
feeding on a l l  k inds of plant ma­
terial .  They damage sugar cane 
and other crops. May have 6 l it­
ters a year. 

MANATEE or  sea-cow is a la rge, 
(1 0-12 ft.), timid, ungainly aquat­
ic mammal found i n  Florida bays 
and in lets where it feeds on water 
plants. Forelegs are flippers. Man­
atees are helpless on  land and 
cannot stand prolonged cold. 

BOTTLENOSED DOLPHINS l ive 
in Florida waters. Most often seen 
as the stars at aquarium shows. 
Here they leap high for food 
and have learned to perform re­
markable tricks. Length to 10 
ft.; wt. 200 lbs. ar mare. 



Common Egret feeding in water l i l ies 

BIRDS are the star attractions of the Everg lades and 
Keys, a region famous for  its rookeries. Besides the con­
spicuous wading birds, land birds, water b i rds and birds 
of prey a lso abound. Some kinds found  here are not 
seen e lsewhere in this country. Identify those i l lustrated on 
the next pages. A lso look for the rarer mangrove cuckoo 
and smooth-bi l led ani .  The Everg lades National  Park 
records some 300 species; a check l ist is avai lab le  at the 
Visitors' Center. All b i rds are protected in the Park, and 
nearly a l l  outside. Disturbing b irds by approaching rook­
eries in boats may do more harm than hunting.  To see 
birds better, try Park or Audubon Society tours. Watch 
patiently at roadside stations in  the Park and at vantage 
points along the Keys. Binocu lars are a help. 

PAINTED BUNTING is a bri l· 
l iant, gay, sparrow-l ike bird seen 
in  winter. Male pictured below. 
Female yellow and g reenish. 
' 

! 
COOTS 9re black, d uck-li ke, with 
small heads, white b i l l s  and lobed 
feet. They a re closely related to 
the gal l inu le (p. 26). Commonly 
seen swimming and feeding in  
shal low waters in  winter. 
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BROWN PELICAN is common. 
I t  is large, si lvery-brown, with a 
long, flat, pouched bi l l .  It d ives 
for fish in  coasta l waters. 

WHITE PELICAN is a larger win· 
ter visitor with black on its wings; 
often seen inland. Scoops up  fish 
i n  shal low water. 

CORMORANT is a la rge, duck­
like b i rd, shiny black with an 
orange throat pouch. Often seen 
perched upright aver the water. 

PURPLE GALLINULE, a delight 
to watch, is a yel low-legged, pur· 
pie and green marsh bird with a 
striking ye l low-tipped red bi l l .  

ANHINGA or water turkey, is a 
large, slender bird with a long 
tail and a longer neck, seen a long 
canals and sloughs. I t  is an ex· 
cellent swimmer. Male i s  i l lus. 
trated; female is browner. 



LITTLE BLUE HERON is a lmost 
black with dark b i l l  and legs. 
Seen mainly a round fresh water. 
Young are white. 

GREEN HERON is smal ler, g reen 
and blue, with reddish neck. 
Raises its crest when frightened. 
legs are yellow or orange. 

NIGHT HERONS The b lack­
crowned, most common, has a 
black back, white below. Yel low­
crowned is rarer; b lue-gray body. 

LIMPKIN i s  an  odd, spotted 
marsh bird with a s l ightly tu rned­
down bill. Feeds mainly on snails. 
Now becoming more common. 

AMERICAN BITTERN i s  a shy, 
nondescript marsh bird, stocky, 
mottled brown with black wing 
t ips.  When frightened it "freezes" 
with b i l l  e rect. Found mainly 
marsh g rasses in  winter. 



Snowy Egret 

Common 
Egret 

SNOWY EGRET, one of the smal l­
er egrets (to 28 in .), with yel low 
feet, is a very active feeder. Bill 
and legs a re black. The Cattle 
Egret with yel low bill and legs 
and buff back is becoming in­
creasingly common. I t  is about 
the same size as the Snowy Egret. 

COMMON EGRET is the medium­
sized egret (to 43 in.) of this 
area. Note the black legs and 
yellow beak. Once on the verge 
of extinction, these birds and the 
Snowy Egrets have come back 
and are now common. 

GREAT WHITE HERON, as big 
as the Great Blue Heron (to 54 
in.) l ives mainly i n  F lorida Bay. 
Note the yellow beak and yel­
lowish legs. Once rare, it has 
recovered under p rotection . 

REDDISH EGRET (30 in .) is most 
common on the Keys. It appears 
as a white phase or g ray with 
rusty head and neck. Both have a 
b lack-tjpped, p ink  bi l l .  Feathers 
often t) uffed and fuzzy. 



WHITE IBIS is a handsome a l l­
white bird (25 in .) with a red face 
and turned-down bi l l  which marks 
a l l  other ibises as wel l .  Wing tips 
are black. Often seen in flight at 
Duck Rock. Nests in  large rook­
eries with the white herons or 
near their nests. 

WOOD STORK, Io rge ond ma­
jestic (to 47 in.), was formerly 
cal led Wood Ibis. Note its heav­
ier bi l l ,  ha lf-black wings ond 
naked head.  F lies wi th  neck  out­
stretched like ibises. Local ly cal led 
F l intheods. 

FLAMI NGOS are seldom seen 
except in  captivity. Occur in  West 
Ind ies and Bahamas, but rare i n  
Florida. Large (45 in .) with long 
neck, long legs, and a heavy 
"Roman" beak.  

ROSEATE SPOONBILL, seen in  
the Everg lades and Keys, is the 
only large (32 in .) p ink bird with 
a flattened b i l l .  Eats by swinging 
bi l l  f rom side to s ide.  Young 
birds are paler. 



GREAT BLUE HERON (54 in . )  is 
l ike the Great White Heron (p. 28) 
except for its dark color. I t  occurs 
much more widely. 

LAUGHING GULL, named for 
its raucous cal l ,  has a black head 
(in summer) and black wing tips. 
Very common. Size, 1 6  in .  

LOU ISIANA HERON (26 in . )  is 
blue-gray with a white belly. Sev­
eral other b luish, brownish, and 
greenish herons l ive i n  the region. 

ROYAL TERN i s  a gu l l - l ike bird 
with a deeply-forked tail and 
orange bil l . Several other terns 
are roughly s imi lar. Length, 20 i n. 

FRIGATE BIRD or man-o' -war 
(bird 40 in .)  sai l s  with scarcely a 

wing movement, then dives ta 
snatch food from gul ls .  Male is 
black; female is wh ite below; tails 
are deeply-forked. 



SWALLOW-TAILED KITE (24 
in.) is seen on the wing over the 
'Glades i n  summer. Black and 
white, with deeply-forked taiL 

STILT (15 in.) is one of many 
thin-legged shore birds. White 
below, black above, bill slightly 
upturned. Found in  marshes. 

BALD EAGLE, once common 
along shores, has a white head 
and tail when mature. Young 
lack white. Larger than the osprey 
(32-36 in . )  and with a dcl,k un­
derside. Feeds main ly on 'fishes-

OSPREY or fishhawk (24 in .) hov­
ers in  the wind and dives for fish. 
Compare with bald eagle (be­
low). Osprey has a white belly. 

RED-SHOULDERED HAWK, seen 
along a l l  marsh lands, has wh ite 
bands on its dark taiL Length to 
23 in ., reddish shou lders. 



BLACK-WHISKERED VIREO is 
s imilar to red-eyed except for l ine 
of black on its throat. Breeds in  
mangroves and hammocks. 

BOAT-TAILED GRACKLE ( 1 6  in .) 
is common along the water. Note 
its long tail and glossy p lumage. 
Female is smaller and brown. 

GRAY KINGBIRD of the shores 
and Keys has a larger bi l l  than 
other eastern kingbirds, a nd a 
notched taiL W. L species. 9 in .  

P ILEATED WOODPECKER (17 
in .), large, black and crested, i s  
seen mainly in cypress and pine, 
and on hardwood hammocks. 

WHITE-CROWNED PIGEON (14 
in . ), a large dark bird with a 
white crown, is found mainly on 
the Keys in summer. Feeds on wi ld 
fruits. Lays 2 white eggs i n  crude 
nests i n  mangrove and other trees. 



SNAKES and other reptiles, inc luding severa l unique 
kinds of l izards, are found in the Everg lades and the Keys. 
Most snake stories are exaggerated. These unusua l an i­
mals are no more common or dangerous here than in other 
southern areas. Snakes are p rotected in the Park. Most 
kinds are harm less. leave a l l  of them a lone. Dangerous 
species are i l lustrated on p. 35. Snakes feed on rodents, 
insects, frogs, l izards, and sma l l  fish. 

GREEN SNAKE of this area is 
the rough species, marked by a 
ridge on each of its scales. Avg. 
length about 30 in. This is a doci le, 
insecl·eating snake of grasslands 
and open woods. 

EVERGLADES RACER, or black 
snake, is common in  drier a reas of 
the 'Glades and Keys. I t  feeds 
mainly on l izards, other snakes, in­
sects, rodents and birds. Note the 
white ch in .  Average length, 4 ft. 

INDIGO SNAKE, the largest 
snake found in  the Park, g rows to 
8 ft. However, it is harmless, feed­
ing mainly on rodents. A heavier 
snake than the black racer. Often 
used by snake charmers. 
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EVERGLADES RAT SNAKE found 
i n  the Pork,  is very s imi lar to the 
yel low rat snake, common all 
through the South. But it i s  more 
orange in  color, with dark stripes 
vague or lacking.  Found in 
'Glades or salt marshes, sometimes 
in  trees. Feeds mainly on rodents. 

COACHWHIP is a long (to 7 ft.) 
slender snake of southern fields 
and prairies. Color is  variable, 
but darker at the head ond lighter 
towards the tail. Feeds on rodents, 
lizards and birds. Female lays 
about a dozen eggs in summer 
Young are spotted. 

BANDED WATER SNAKE is com· 
mon in  south F lorida. On young 
snakes the dark blotches on the 
back often have l ight oval spots. 
Older snakes are duller and the 
markings darker. Compare with 
water moccasin (p. 35) which has 
facial pits on  its wider head. 

FLAT-TAILED WATER SNAKE, 
like above, has a flattened tai l  
and a row of  l ight  be l ly  spots. 
May be found near salt water. 
Water snakes feed on  frogs, loads 
and small fishes. In turn, they 
are food of wading birds, turtles, 
larger snakes, and mammals. 

EVERGLADES SWAMP SNAKE 
is one example of the many small· 
er snakes of the region. It is 16 to 
20 i n., striped, with a yel lowish 
belly marked by a central row of 
black spots. This is  a snake of 
lakes and waterways, often seen 
in  beds of water hyacinths. 



PIGMY RAnLER, also called 
ground rattler, is a small species 
rarely over 2 ft. long. It is 
g ray-brown, marked with darker 
blotches. Despite its small size 
it bites, and its bite is  serious. 
These rattlers prefer d rier ground, 
but a re often near water. 

WATER MOCCASIN (Cotton­
mouth) should not be confused 
with harmless water snakes (p. 
34). I t  is thick bodied and has no 
rattle. The head is pitted, wide 
at the base. These water·loving 
snakes feed on frogs, snakes, fish 
and small mammals. 

CORAL SNAKE small (avg. 2 ft.) 
and attractive, is timid, and does 
not bite readily. Its bite, however, 
is very poisonous. Note its black 
nose and rings of yellow, black 
and red which completely enci rcle 
the body. Several harmless snakes 
look similar. 

EASTERN DIAMONDBACK is  
our largest rattler and hence quite 
dangerous. Average length, 5 ft. 
Note diamond pattern on back, 
triangular head, with no plates on 
top, and the tell-tale rattle. Found 
i n  hammocks and open country. 
Feeds mainly. on rodents. 

SNAKE BITE is  more easily prevented than treated. Wear heavy shoes 
and use care when walking. All snakes bite. The bite of non-poisonous 
species may show a U-shaped pattern of tooth marks. Treat with an 
antiseptic. Bites of poisonous snakes often show two large fang punc­
tures, and perhaps other teeth marks as well. Learn first aid before 
you go. Carry a snake bite kit. Keep the patient q uiet; apply a tourni­
quet; cut and suck the wound. Notify a Park ranger or  get the victim 
to a doctor immediately. 
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TURTLES-over a dozen 
kinds-live in this region. 
I l lustrated below are two 
land species, two fresh­
water species, and, fina l ly, 
two marine species. Fresh­
water species are the most 
common. Most turt les are 
harm less; a few snap vi­
ciously. Depend ing on the 
species, turtles feed on in­
sects, fish, fruits and ber­
ries, and on marine plants. 
Turtle steaks and turtle 
chowder from marine tur­
tles are featured in Key 
restaurants. 

(fresh-water) 



LIZARDS in this area are 
common, swift, and attrac­
tive. None are poisonous. 
Practica l ly a l l  feed on in­
sects and other sma l l  ani­
mals. A few rare species of 
West Indian origin  are 
found on the Keys. Here, 
five ofthe more common 
species are i l lustrated. The 
anole, or American chame­
leon, is sometimes sold at 
circuses. It does change its 
color s lowly, but may not 
eat wel l  in captivity and 
hence does not make a 
good pet. 

Loggerhead Turtle 
(marine) 

(land) 
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ALLIGATORS AND CROCODILES are found wild in 
the Everg lades Nationa l Park, the only place in the U.S. 
where they occur together. Al l igators prefer the fresh­
water sloughs, feeding on fishes, turtles, birds and other 
sma l l  an imals.  Note their darker color, broader head, and 
teeth which are mostly covered when the mouth is c losed. 
large a l l igators are now rare, and a l l  are protected. 

Crocod i les are much rarer than a l l igators in this re­
gion. They l ive in the salt marshes and mangroves of the 
Park and Keys, sometimes going out into Florida Bay. 
They are thinner, with a narrower, pointed snout. Some 
teeth are exposed when their mouth is c losed . Crocodi les 
are more dangerous than a l l igators, but are too rare in 
this country to be the problem they a re in Asia and Africa. 
Both crocodi les and a l l igators lay several dozen eggs 
which are hatched mainly by the heat of the sun.  

Crocodile -



GREEN TREE FROG is a bright­
green member of the tree frog 
family. It has a light stripe along 
the side, ond relatively long legs. 
Undersides are white. Some may 
have yellow spots on  the back. 
Found i n  swamps and near ponds, 
perched on debris or leaves of 
aquatic p lants. 

GIANT TREE FROG is the largest 
of the tree frogs, 3 to 5 in. long, 
with large discs at the ends of 
fingers and toes. This unusual 
frog is common on the Keys gath­
ering near l ights at night to catch 
insects. It may occur in the Park. 

NARROW-MOUTH TOAD is an 
unusual, small, smooth-skinned 
frog with a narrow, pointed head 
and a fold of skin across the 
back of its neck. It often has a 
l ight line down the sides. Female 
l ighter and larger than  male. 

SOUTHERN BULLFROG is the 
main Florida sou rce of frog legs. 
I t  is large (to 6 i n.), o l ive green 
and tan, yel lowish below. Hunted 
at night by froggers in ai r-boats 
in  lakes, ponds, and wet prairies 
outside the Park. 

SIREN, an odd salamander of 
ponds, ditches and canals, has 
small front legs only and con­
spicuous external gi l ls. J!ody dark 
gray, greenish or black, some­
times mottled, with yellow spots 
on sides. Length, 2-3 ft. 



LARGEMOUTH BASS (a sun­
fish) is the region's  gamest 
fresh-water fish. Weighing Ia 
15 lbs. and more, i t  i s  hooked 
in  lakes, canals and slow 
streams. Its large mouth ex­
tends beyond the eyes. 

FISHES, to thousands of sportsmen, are the only animals  
worthy of attention in  the Everg lades and Keys. And, in  
a l l  fairness, th is  is  an international ly famous fishing area. 
Most of over 1 ,000 species of F lorida fishes are found in 
F lorida Bay and the nearby Gulf  and ocean.  The fishes of 
the cora l reefs a re magnificent, and the undersea life in  
the  Keys is so  exciting and breath-taking that it i s  truly 
another world. 

GAMBUSIA ar mosquito-fish, 
named for its food, is an example 
of dozens of sma l l  fishes which 
are important links in  the Ever­
g lades chain af l ife. This 2-in .  
fish lives main ly in  fresh water. 
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LONGNOSE GAR is an ancient 
fish, common in  sloughs. I t  is long, 
cyl indrical ,  with a long, narrow 
jaw and large, heavy scales. Gars 
have a lung-l ike swim bladder 
aiding their gi lls. 



\ 

KING MACKEREL, or kingfish, is 
a large, unspotted mackerel and 
a strong fighter. It averages 6 lbs. 

''and may weigh ten times that. 
Found in  deeper water, often in 
large schools. Excel lent eating. 

SAILFISH is another prized game 
fish weighing 1 00 lbs. or more. I t  
prefers the inner edge of  the  Gulf 
Stream where, s ingly or in schools, 
it feeds on smal ler fishes. Abun­
dant in  the summer. 

BLUE MARLIN l ives main ly i n  
t he  Gu l f  Stream where it  grows 
to 1 ,200 lbs., but averages much 
less. It is a speedy fish with a 
deeply forked tai l  and a heavy 
"bi l l ." Feeds on su rface fishes. 

JACK, or creva l le,  is a warm­
water game fish. This compressed 
fish with o l ive back, yel low bel ly, 
and a forked tail on a thin sta l k  

'-....._plefers in lets and cuts. I t  feeds  
on other fishes. 

4 1  



BONEFISH move in and out of 
Keys shallows where they are top ... 

game fish. Wt., to S lbs. or mare. 
Bony, so rarely eaten. 

.. 
MULLET, fine eating; is caught 
commercially. A plant eater, it 
does not take bait but is a fine 
bait for large game fish. 

TARPON, averaging about 30 
lbs., are hooked in  the Keys and 
Bay in  spri ng . This fine sports 
fish is rarely used as food. The 

� scales, unusual ly large, clearly 
show growth 



BUTTERFL YFISH feeds on plants 
and sma l l  animals in  the reefs. 
Length, to 8 in. Note black bar 
through eye a nd spot near tail. 

TRIGGERFISH i s  so coi led be· 
cause of the odd locking action of 
its back fin .  A tough, leathery fish 
of coral bottoms. Wt., to 5 lbs. 

FRENCH ANGELFISH is common 
� i n  the Keys. Note flecks of ye l low 

on sides and at base of tai l .  Black 
angelfish lacks this yel low. Several 
other smal l - and medium·sized 
angelfish are found. 

SERGEANT-MAJOR and other 
fishes on this page live in coral 
reefs. This one (6 in . )  is  common ..... in smal l  schools  along the Keys. 

PARROTFISH The rainbow parrot 
and several others l ive in  Key 
reefs. Attractive, but tough and 
poor eating. Wt., to 20 lbs. 



ZEBRA, a un ique butterfly, 
l ives in hammocks and  woods. 
No other native species has 
this shape. 

ANIMALS WITHOUT BACKB ONES 

The world over, the smal ler, s impler an imals  without 
backbones are the most common-and perhaps the most 
important. This is especia l ly true in the Everg lades, for 
warm c l imate favors such animals. Some, l ike the mos­
qu itoes, wi l l p lague visitors. Most have no d irect effect on 
man one way or another. They fe·ed on sma l ler l ife and 
are, in  turn,  the food of larger. The interested visitor to the 
Park and the Keys can find many rare kinds of butterflies 
and other insects. Here also are scorpions, m i l l i pedes, tree 
snai ls, and land crabs. In F lorida Bay and the Keys, 
marine invertebrate l ife is especial ly rich .  Best known are 
the mol l usks or shel led animals, the starfishes, sea urchins 
and cora ls.  Many can be co l lected on the Keys. look for 
sea fans, sea worms, and jel lyfishes. A few kinds are dan­
gerous because they can sting; more are beautifu l and 
exciting; a l l  a re interesting. 
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LUBBER GRASSHOPPER, largest 
native species; found  in  open 
areas, often in  g reat numbers. 



FIGHTING CONCH is much 
smal ler than the Queen Conch 
(3-4 in . ) ,  usual ly orange-brown 
with spines on the last whorl. A 
south F lorida species. 

QUEEN CONCH is not only beau­
t ifu l  but the an imal  is excel lent 
eating.  Try conch chowder, a typi­
cal dish of the Florida Keys. 
Length, 6- 1 2  in .  

TURKEY WING is a biva lve-a 
clam-like animal  2-3 in. long with 
irregular bands of brown. Shells 
are found on most beaches. 

ANGEL WING is a large, fragi le 
shel l  of a bivalve which lives deep 
in  the mud.  Good shel l  specimens 
are rare, though the animals 
themselves are common in wormer 
waters. Length, 4-8 i n .  

WEST INDIES CHITON is one  
of several found on rocky shores. 
These animals  have 8 valves i n  
tough, leathery s k i n .  2-3 in .  

West Indies Chiton 

Queen Conch 
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TULIP SHELL is a sea snai l  which 
feeds on other shel lfish. Common 
i n  shal low waters; 4-6 in .  Color, 
brownish-olive, markings variable. 
A close relative of the horse conch, 
a very large shel l .  

FLORIDA CERITH is a small shell, 
1- J l/2 in. long, and pointed. I t  
i s  found, sometimes by the  hun ­
dreds, on most beaches. The a ni­
mal feeds an smal l  p lants. 

ALPHABET CONE is named for 
its script- l ike markings. This and 
the Florida cone (smaller and yel­
low), are found in  shallow water 
on the Keys. 

BLEEDING TOOTH may be picked 
up on any rocky beach. I t  i s  often 
at the high-tide  level .  Note the 
zigzag pattern on the back, and 
the red spot at the opening. 

PEN SHELL is a fai rly thin, nar­
row shell with rows of short 
spines. Washed onto beaches or 
found living in sond bars and  
cora l mud flats. 



Portuguese Man 0' War 

PORTUGUESE MAN 0' WAR is 
an unusual calanial jel lyfish. Un­
der i t s  large calarful flaat are 
long tentacles which cause pain­
ful and dangerous stings. Interest­
ing to watch-at a distance. 

SEA FANS are colonies of flat­
tened, fan- l ike relatives of coral, 
found in warm-water reefs. Colors: 
purples, p inks, and browns. Some­
times dried and sold as curios. 

SPINY LOBSTER is not in the 
same family as the Northern lob­
ster. It lacks large claws and has 
more spines. I t  i s  excel lent eating. 
A shal low-water species. 

STONE CRAB is a large, heavy, 
slow, purpl ish crab of sandy bot­
torr.s. Prized as faod, it is caught 
i n  traps and served as a local 
delicacy. 

SEA URCHINS, relatives of the 
starfish, l ive on the rocky shores 
of the Keys. Common just below 
the low-tide level. A long-spined 
species l ives i n  deeper waters. 
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BLUE CRAB is the edible swim­
ming crab of the Atlantic coast. 
Found on sandy bottoms in inlets 
and channels. 

TREE SNAILS are found in the 
Everglades and Keys, but it takes 
a trained eye to see them. Many 
varieties, all delicately colored. 

HERMIT CRAB has no shell of 
its own, but u ses mollusk shells 
for a home. Some, in  the Keys, 
live on land and even in trees. 

POMACEA SNAIL, common in 
marshes and sloughs of So. Fla., 
is the sole food of the Everglade 
kite, a rare bird of the reg ion. 

CORALS are animals related to 
jellyfish. They build up lime de­
posits to form reefs and islands. 
Large reefs extend along the Keys 
(also an old reef) . Staghorn coral 
is illustrated above. 



PLANT LIFE 

Plant l ife is the  great 
middleman in southern 
F lorida. I t  uses the land, the 
water and the c l imate to 
make an environment suit­
ab le for a rich variety of 
wi ld l ife - and for visitors, 
too. In th is role, plants re­
act to subtle differences 
which might easily escape 

SPIDER LILIES with na rrow, 
leaves and thin, white-peta led 
flowers dot wet ground.  

notice. Very sl ight increases in e levation, less than a foot, 
wi l l  make the land suitable to plants which wi l l  not grow 
a hundred yards away. Sl ight d ifferences in the amount 
of sa lt in  the water and soi l  affects plant l ife a lso. These 
physica l variations have created a series of environ ments 
(pp. 1 3-20) in which certa in types of p lants and anima ls  
tend to co-exist. 

As for the plants themselves, the number of species 
is very high . In this area there are about 1 25 species of 
woody plants and many more kinds of herbs. There are 
undoubtedly more kinds of p lants than vertebrate ani­
mals whose U.S. range is l im ited to this near-tropic region. 
These p lants range from gumbo-l imbo, mahogany and 
tamarind down through shrubs and flowering plants to 
ferns and mosses. 

Of a l l  the p lants, visitors should note the fami l iar  poison 
ivy (common in  hammocks) and the less common but equal­
ly potent poisonwood (p. 55) .  F inal ly, there is the very rare 
manch ineel, reputedly one of the most poisonous trees in 
the world.  Picking of any p lants is prohibited in  the Park. 
Outside, native orchids and roadside plants are protected 
by state law. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS of this area are d iverse. They 
include red maple, sweet gum and a few other species 
which extend down from northern states. They inc lude 
species widely distributed in the South, such as cypress 
and magnol ias. They a lso include West I ndian species 
and others not found north of lake Okeechobee. Most 
cypress and mahogany have been cut down. There are 
no large commercia l forests left. Some of the remaining 
rare trees on the Keys are threatened by land clearing. 
A few species are a l ready extinct. 
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MANGROVE i s  a name applied 
to three different trees. 

RED MANGROVE, a tree of bay 
shores, has spreading branches 
and high arched prop roots. The 
simple leathery leaves are dotted 
with black below. F lowers mature 
into long woody seedl ings before 
they fo i l .  This is the commonest 
mangrove. 

BLACK MANGROVE is a more 
massive tree. Simple leaves are 
downy below, 2-4 in .  long. Bark 
is dark brown and scaly. F lowers 
are white, very fragrant, and a 
source of honey. The aeria l  roots 
are simple and grow vertica l ly. 

WHITE MANGROVE is a button­
wood (p. 53 ), with leaves opposite 
and rounded. Th in  flower spikes. 
A ta l l  tree with brown flaky bark. 
Has no aerial roots. 



GUMBO-LIMBO, a quick-growing 
tropical tree, i s  easy to spot "'�:��,����-����l�� 
its massive trunk  and smooth, 

·�a-
pery, reddish-brown bark. Leaves 
have 3 -7 leaflets, uneven at the 
base and pointed at the apex. 
Small red fru its in  summer. 

JAMAICA DOGWOOD, or fish­
poison tree, was so used. Note 
compound leaves, pale lavender 
flowers and winged fruits. 

REDBAY has a rough, pu rplish­
brown bark. Leaves a re simple, 
leathery and alternate. Fruit i s  
oval, black, lf.z in. long. 

POND APPLE, a swamp tree with 
fragrant, leathery leaves and a 
large, yellow, pulpy fruit. Flow­
ers creamy with red markings. 

COCO-PLUM, a tropical plum, 
has rounded leaves indented at 
the tip. Fruit  is a pale purple; 
matures in  early fall. 
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CARIBBEAN PINE, a form of 
slash pine, g rows down into the 
Keys. Long needles, 2 or 3 to a clus­
ter. Cones with spines on scales. 

LIVE OAK grows in hammocks 
but is very rare on the Keys. 
Acorns small ,  black. Leaves oval,  
dark green, and downy beneath. 
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STRANGLER FIG grows on ather 
trees, strangling them while it 
takes root. Note thick, ova l, al­
te rnate leaves and red fruits. 

POND CYPRESS is smaller than 
bald, with minute, scaly leaves 
and thin gray bark. Usua l ly lacks 
"knees" at base of the trunk. 

WEST INDIES MAHOGANY i s  
common in the Park  and Keys. 
Leaves compound, fruits large, 
and woody, split open from base. 



SEA-GRAPE is a stout coastal 
tree forming huge thickets. Grape­
like fruits give it  its name. Leaves 
rounded. thick. red-veined. 

BUTTONWOOD is common on all 
d rier shares. Nate cone-like fruits, 
simple rough leaves, and flaky, 
brown bark. 

WILD TAMARIND of Keys and 
mainland hammocks has twice-com­
pounded leaves, greenish, candy­
tuft flowers, and broad fruit pods. 

GEIGER TREE i s  small with wide, 
downy leaves and attractive, or­
ange flowers. Most abundant an 
the Keys and near shores. 

TETRAZYGIA is a sma l l  tree with 
narrow, opposite leaves, small 
white flowers and round, dark 
fruits. Not on Keys. 
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SAPODILLA, from Central Amer­
ica, yields ch icle for chewing gum, 
and a brown edible fruit. Oval, 
evergreen leaves grow in rosettes. 

AUSTRALIAN PINE is no pine at 
a ll. I ts needles are young twigs; 
fruit a small cone. Bark is dark, 
furrowed and sca ly. 

ROYAL POINCIANA, a broad­
topped tree with smooth gray 
b a r k  a n d  twice-com p o u n d ed 
leaves, has great clusters of red 
flowers in late spring. 

KEY LIME, a small, spiny natural­
ized citrus, i s  common on the Keys. 
Fruits, smal l  and yellow, are the 
basis of famed Key Lime pie. 

WOMAN'S TONGUE, named for 
its broad, ratt l ing seed pods, has 
twice-compounded leaves, and 
tufted flower heads. A weed-tree. 



YUCCA, or Spanish bayonet, 
grows along dry shores and in  the 
Keys. Leaves a re long and needle­
pointed. Creamy, l i ly-like flowers 
form dense spi ke. 

AGAVE is a large stemless yucca­
l ike plant. Some have bluish or 
striped leaves bordered with 
spines. F lowers on tal l  stalks. 

POISONWOOD is an attractive 
but dangerous tree with shiny 
compound leaves; orange fruits; 
smooth, flaky gray bark. Avoid it. 

DILDO, a native cactus, has lop­
ing, three-angled, thorny stems. 
Cephalocerus, rarer, has rounded, 
branched stems. 

LIGNUM VITAE, a small, hand­
some, b lue-flowered tree of the 
Keys with very heavy wood, is now 
rare. Compound opposite leaves. 
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PALMS may grow 100 feet ta l l ,  but are more c losely 
related to grasses and l i l ies than they are to pines, oaks, 
or other trees. Palms are tropica l .  There are more native 
species in the Everg lades and Keys than in any other part 
of the United States. About ten species grow here, includ­
ing a few that are nearly extinct. The coconut pa l m  is not 
actua l ly  native, but it is completely natura l ized, and is 
abundant a long beaches. 

Dozens of other exotic pa lms are planted as orna­
menta l and shade trees. One of the best co l lections of 
growing pa lms is in the Fairchi ld Tropica l  Garden on 
the south edge of Miami, easily visited on the way to 
Everg lades Nationa l Park. Severa l of the local native 
palms are sma l l , with low or prostrate stems. Those i l l us­
trated are the larger and the more striking southeast 
species of the Park and the Keys. 

PAUROTIS, 12  to 30 ft. high, 
grows in  clumps. Seen in Park and 
along Tamiami Trail. Leaves fan­
shaped with many curved spines 
on leaf stems. Trunk is slender, 
brown, and rough because of 
persistent sta lks. 
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CABBAGE PALMETTO is the most 
common native palm, found in the 
Everglades but more abundant to 
the north. Fan-shaped leaves, 
bearing many fine threads; mid­
rib prominent. Round black fruits 
in clusters. 



COCONUT is widespread through 
all the tropics and in some areas 
is the most important plant, pro­
viding food, shelter and drink. 
Fruits are distributed by sea and 
sprout on beach sands. Trees bear 
in five to seven years. Coconut 
plantations once flourished at 
Key Biscayne, Cape Sable and on 
the Keys. New varieties of coconut 
fruit  earl ier and bear more heav­
ily. Unfortunately a coconut d is­
ease discovered at Key West is 
spreading and is causing concern 
for south Florida trees. 

ROYAL PALM i s  the largest and 
most beautiful native species. 
Now widely p lanted. Note the 
smooth, gray, bulging trunk, ta­
pering into a green sheath below 
the large, feathery leaves. 

THATCH PALMS (two species) 
found on the Keys have narrow 
trunks with fan-shaped leaves. 
Leaf stacks lack spines. Flowers 
in long, drooping clusters become 
small, round, whitish fruits. 
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WILD POTATO, with storage 
roots like sweei potatoes, is a 
large morning glory with scarlet, 
tubular nowers and thick, ellip­
tical leaves. 

COREOPSIS, or tickseed, is the 
native ancestor of attractive culti­
vated varieties. Note the notched, 
yel low petals and narrow leaves. 

ARROWHEAD thrives in  the 
'Glades and on the Keys. Note 
the whorls of three white flowers 
and the lance-shaped leaves. 

SAWGRASS is the widespread 
Everglades plant. Tall, with th in 
spiny-edged leaves and short flow­
er stalk. Stem is three-angled. 

WILD POINSETTIA is a small, 
native relative of the famous 
Christmas plant, found on dry 
ground. Note red flower brads. 



ZAMIA, or coontie, is a cycad, 
found in d ry, pineland soi l .  F low­
ers are cone-l ike; leaves fern-like. 
I ndians made flour from the un­
derground stems. 

MOON VINE, a morning glory, 
is common an burnt-over or bul l ­
dozed land. Leaves heart-shaped; 
flowers flattened. 

RUBBER VINE or wild a l lo­
manda is found on the Keys and 
on dry 'Glade hammocks. A vine 
with thick, oval ,  opposite leaves. 

RUElLIA is another d ry-land 
plant with blue, tubular, 5-lobed 
flowers i n  the axil of the leaf. 
Leaves are opposite, hairy. 

BALLOON VINE is named for its 
thin, swol len, seed capsules. 
Leaves a lternating; three leaflets. 
F lowers smal l  and whitish. 

Rubber Vine 
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AIR PLANTS, or epiphytes, are 
plants growing free from contact 
with the ground. They are not 
parasites. Members of the orchid 
and pineapple fami l ies offer many 

SPANISH MOSS is a member of 
the pineapple fami ly. Found on 
oaks and other trees, it bears mi­
nute, yellowish flowers which be­
come sma l l ,  tufted seeds. 

Slender-Leaved 
Til landsia 

examples. In south Florida the 
term is used for wild pineapple 
and its relatives. Seen on trees 
along the Tomiomi Trai l  and in 
the Park. Over a dozen species. 

BALL or BUNCH MOSS is an·  
other epiphyte s imi lar to Spanish 
moss, but forming irregular bal ls 
on twigs and even on telephone 
wires. Quite common on the Keys. 



ORCHIDS inc lude hundreds of 
g round-dwel l ing species, but here 
epiphytic orchids o re common on 
rough-barked trees. These num­
ber about a dozen species, in-

CIGAR ORCHI D  is a large epi· 
phytic orchid with l eaves 1 ft. 
long and flower sto l k  up to 5 ft. 
long. Flowers g reenish-yel low, 
spotted with brown. Rare. 

e luding the vani l la  orchid which 
produces van i l la. Most common 
are several epidendrums, i l lus­
trated above. The butterfly orchid 
is delightfu l; so are the others. 

MULE EAR ORCHID is a large, 
coarse Oncidium with thick dark 
leaves and a flower sta l k  5 ft .  
long. Flowers a re yel low, spotted 
with brown. Now quite rare. 
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STRAP FERN grows on dead 
trees and humus i n  hammocks. 
Four species of this tropica l group 
are found in and near the Pork. 

GRASS or SHOESTRING FERN 
often g rows on trunks of palmetto 
as an epiphyte (p. 60). leaves 1 6-
20 in .  long are grass-like. 

LEATHER FERN is the largest 
fern in the U.S.-growing to 1 2  ft. 
high in  the Everglades and Keys. 
leaves thick; sta lks hairy .  There 
are over a hundred species of 
ferns in  Florida. Over half a re 
found in Everglades. 

lADDER BRAKE, common in  d ri­
er parts of the Park and Keys, is 
a close relative of the more north­
ern species of bracken.  

RESURRECTION FERN, a poly­
pody, grows on trees. Dries up  in 
unfavorable weather; unrol ls and 
grows after rains. 



Early Indian w-d carving of 

deer head found in •· Fla. 

PEOPLE AND THIS LAND 

The Everg lades and the Keys may have been inhab­
ited for many thousands of years, but proof of habitation  
goes back on ly  three thousand years at the  most. The  
record, though c lear, i s  scanty and  we know very l iN ie 
about the fi rst Indians of th is  region, though Europeans 
were in contact with them for over two centuries. 

The Ca lusa Ind ians inha bited this area at the time the 
fi rst Span iards arrived. This powerful  tribe control led 
the region south of Tampa, including the Everglades and 
Keys. Their  influence extended north along the Atlantic 
coast to Cape Canavera l .  

The Calusa l ived in sma l l  bands of twenty to thirty, 
hunting, fishing, gathering wild plants, and doing a bit 
of agricu lture. They were expert seamen, often travel ing 
as far as Cuba in their  sma l l, open canoes. For war, or for 
rel igious occasions, the sma l l  bands joined together. They 
probably joined, also, in bui lding the canals and large 
mounds, remains of which can sti l l  be seen in the Ever­
g lades National  Park. 
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Cal usa Indian watching wreck of Spanish ship 

From the time the first Spanish vesse ls  ran aground in 
the Keys about 1 500, the Colusa were on hand to k i l l  the 
crews and make off with plunder. A fleet of 80 Colusa 
canoes attacked Ponce de Leon in 1 5 1 3. Later he was 
wounded by them and died in Cuba. I n  1 567 the Span ish 
establ ished missions in Colusa territory, and under the 
Span ish influence the Indians confined their p lundering 
to French and British vessels. 

I n  the long run, this choice of a l l ies worked against the 
Colusa. The British and their Creek Indian a l l ies ( later 
known as Seminoles) pushed south and forced the Colusa 
from their land. At their height the Colusa numbered 
about 3,000 people in  over 60 vi l lages. But, as  they were 
pushed into the Everglades, the Colusa gave up these 
settlements in  favor of sma l l  camps. When Spain ceded 
F lorida to Great Britain in 1 763, a group of "Ca lusas," 
but mainly other coasta l I ndians, moved to Havana. 

The few Colusa left l ived in the Everg lades and on the 
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Keys. Not much is known of them. They may have formed 
the group later known as the Spanish or  Muspa I ndians. 
Perhaps this group was mainly Seminole. At any rate, 
these Span ish I ndians attacked American troops in 1 839, 
and in 1 840 ki l led Dr. Henry Perrine, the g reat agricul­
turist, on Indian Key. At this time the band numbered 
about a hundred, and soon they disappeared completely. 
TEKESTA were a sma l ler tribe l iving around Miami  and 
southward into the upper Keys. This sma l l  tribe was c losely 
re lated to the Calusa, and like them, kept an  unquiet 
peace with the Spanish. A Tekesta mission was establ ished, 
destroyed, and rebui lt  again. During the period from 
1 650 to 1 750 the Indians gradual ly lost ground and 
died off. The group of "Calusa" which went to Cuba in  
1 763 were largely Tekesta I ndians and members of  the 
Ais  tribe, who l ived a long Indian River to the north.  No 
Calusa or Tekesta are a l ive today, but the Seminoles, who 
replaced them in the Everg lades, a re sti l l  holding out. 

shell digging tool 

beads 

Colusa relics found i n  southwest Florida 
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Seminole chickee north of Tamiami Trail  

SEMINOLES are newcomers to the Everg lades and even 
to F lorida. They were origina l ly Creek Indians from 
Georgia, who began to move southward about 1 7 1 5, 
entering what is now F lorida about 1 750. By 1 767 there 
was a settlement near Tampa Bay, and during the next 
decade the migration increased . It reached its peak after 
the Creek War of 1 8 1 3. The I ndians who later were ca l led 
Seminoles came from severa l Creek tribes speaking dif­
ferent dia lects. They never were as tightly knit a group as 
the Colusa. 

The Seminoles soon establ ished about a hundred vi l­
lages in  north and centra l F lorida. Their popu lation rose 
until it was close to 5,000. Each vi l lage supported itself 
with s imple agricu lture. Corn, squash, sweet potatoes, 
melons and cowpeas were grown. Wild fruits a nd vege­
tables such as coco-plums, sea-grapes, cabbage palms 
and coontie rounded out their d iet. Hunting supplied deer, 
turkey and much smal l  game. Game a lso furn ished skins 
for moccasins and robes. Tools, implements and orna­
ments were made of bone, she l l, and wood. The Seminoles 
made good baskets and some pottery. 

66 PEOPLE 



The Seminoles did not enjoy F lorida for long . Pressure 
from settlers and political  entang lements got them in­
volved in border fights and raids. Their  acceptance of 
runaway slaves added to their troubles. Andrew Jackson 
led American forces against the Seminoles in 1 8 1 7, and a 
longer, more bitter war was fought from 1 835 to 1 842. I n  
this war about 1 ,500 Americans were ki l l  led.  Osceola a n d  
other ch iefs were captured b y  treachery; v i l lages were 
burned, and most of the Seminoles were moved to I ndian 
territory (Oklahoma). Those that remained fled south into 
the cypress swamps and the Everglades, and for a time 
carried on g ueri l la  warfare against their enemies. 

I n  a l l , about 300 Seminoles remained in F lorida. These 
learned how to l ive in the wet wi lderness. They developed 
the chickee as a shelter, and modified their s impte agri­
cu lture. F ishing became more important and canoe bui ld­
ing arose as a fine craft. Cotton cloth ing was obtained 
by barter, and with the advent of the sewing machine, 
about 1 890, the bright, mu lti-colored Seminole costume 
was developed. It  is sti l l  worn, mainly by the women. 

doll 

Semoinole 

Handicrafts 



The Seminole popu lation increased slowly at first, but 
more rapidly during the past twenty years. Now there are 
over a thousand Seminoles in south F lorida. Most of them 
l ive on the large reservations at Brig hton, Big Cypress 
and Dania.  Quite a few l ive in "vi l lages" a long the Tami­
ami Trai l , and some fami l ies sti l l  l ive in camps deep in 
the Everg lades. Catt le raising is a major activity on the 
larger reservations, and the triba l herds have grown. 

Young Semino les get some education in local or in 
Indian schools. Job possibi l ities are l im ited, and most men 
work in  rura l occupations. The women make craftwork to 
sel l .  A few make baskets, but they are best noted for their 
intricate sewing . Sma l l  pieces of brightly colored c loth 
a re sewed into str ips of geometric designs. These are com­
bined in making skirts, blouses and smal ler articles. Sem­
inole dolls of c�conut fiber are a lso made and sold. 

Visit the Seminoles a long the Tamiami Trai l  and on the 
reservations. Remember you are their guests. They were 
never conquered. 
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SPANIARDS probably touched south F lorida in the early 
1 500's. When Ponce de Leon arrived in 1 5 1 3, the Colusa 
a l ready hod gold and silver from Spanish shipwrecks. De 
Leon, Miruelo, Cordova, De Soto, and other explorers did 
not fore wel l  with the Ind ians. When Ponce de Leon re­
turned in 1 52 1  he was fata l ly wounded by the Co lusa. 
Soon F lorida become a bose for forts to protect the Span­
ish ga l leons en route from Mexico to Spain .  With the sol­
diers come priests who a lso mode l ittle headway with the 
Indians.  The early h istory of F lorida is one of murder, 
treachery and reprisa l ,  with short periods of unstab le  
peace. 

I n  northern F lorida the Spanish missions were more suc­
cessful ,  but these were destroyed by the British ( 1 702-
1 704). F lorida proved of such l itt le  va lue to Spain  that, 
when the Engl ish conquered Havana, Spain traded a l l  of 
F lorida for its return.  And, in 1 783, England in turn 
swa pped it bock to Spain for the Bahamas. 

During a l l  this time the Keys, cal led Los Mortires (the 
martyrs) by the Span ish, kept taking their to l l  of ships 

Coins from shipwrecks on Florida Keys 
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and men as winds threw the heavy cargo vessel s  against 
the shoals  and reefs. First the Indians and then the set­
tlers took to p lundering and later to sa lvaging wrecks. For 
fifty years before the United States acquired F lorida, and 
for some years after, piracy was a hazard of the region. 
Sai l ing ships of al l  nations were captured by marauders 
with bases in the Keys, the Bahamas, and Caribbean is­
lands. The most famous F lorida pirate was Jose"Gaspar, 
who sai led from Charlotte Harbor near Fort Myers until 
1 820, when the United States, Brita in and Spain un ited 
against the pirates and captured about 1 00 sh ips and 
1 ,700 men.  

With a new naval  base at  Key West, the Keys began to 
grow. They became the center for  wreckers and  sa lvage 
crews who came when the area was c leared of pirates, 
and who stayed unti l  l ighthouses were bui lt 30 years later. 

Shrimp boats at Key West 
�------------------- -------------� 
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Pineapple and coconut 
p lantations were set out 
and attempts were made 
to introduce tropica l plants. 
Dr. Henry Perrine brought 
agave and other plants 
from Mexico and set out 
nurseries in  the Keys. He 
worked unceasingly through 
the early 1 800's, only to be 
k i l led during a n  Indian raid 
in i 840. 

About this same time, in  
1 832, John James  Audubon 
came to the Keys. He set u p  
headquarters a t  Key West, 
explored, sketched, paint­

Audubon painted the White­
crowned P igeon on the Keys. 

ed, and col lected bird skins. He kept detailed notes, not 
only about birds but about the land and events-even 
to the account of a hurricane. Audubon moved up to 
Indian Key, from which he explored Florida Bay and 
Cape Sable before continuing his journeys. 

As the growth of this region continued, Fort Jefferson 
was begun on the Dry Tortugas in  1 846, and two other. 
forts at Key West. These soon became obsolete, and one 
was never fi n ished . Fort Jefferson housed prisoners during 
the Civi l War, inc luding Dr. Samuel  Mudd, who set Booth's 
broken leg after the actor assassinated linco ln .  

I n  the  early 1 900's, with rai l roads establ ished, com­
mercia l fishing and raising of winter vegetables were 
started in south F lorida. Everg lades land was c leared, 
drainage canals were dug, and fishing camps sprang up  
in the Keys and a long F lorida Bay. But this industry was 
marginal  at best, and earning a l iving was hard. 
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One industry which began in the 1 870's, and g rew 
rapidly, was p lume-hunting. Egrets and herons had long 
been ki l led for food by Indians and settlers. Now fashion 
demanded the fine egret plumes, which the birds devel­
oped only during the nesting season.  Hunters turned pro­
fessiona l  in the Everg lades and on the Keys. The huge 
rookeries of nesting birds were easy targets, and thou­
sands upon thousands of skins and feathers were exported 
for the m i l l inery trade. 

By 1 900 the flocks were so bad ly depleted that the 
Audubon Society, in  cooperation with the State of F lorida, 
provided wardens to protect the nesting sites. Scarcity of 
plumes and higher prices only spurred poaching, and in 
protecting the birds, two wardens were ki l led . The death 
of one, Guy Bradley, was widely publ icized, and eventu­
a l ly legis lation, fi rst in  New York and then nationa l ly, 
brought  a l l  plume-hunting to an end.  The depleted flocks 
have gradua l ly come back, but not in the g reat numbers 
of the past. There are sti l l  prob lems of food, water and 
control of the environment to be so lved for  these b irds. 

Plume h unters once kil led thousands of breeding egrets. 



U.S. 1 connects the F lorida Keys. 

Improved transportation opened up the isolated Ever­
g lades and the Keys. Unti l  the ra i l road reached Miam i  
in 1 896, this was frontier country. Soon after, plans to 
push the rai l road south to Key West were under way, and 
the  actua l work began in 1 905. Seven years and twenty 
m i l l ion dol lars later the job was done. 

The ra i l road bucked hurricanes during construction and 
after. F ina l ly, after 23 years, the great hurricane of  1 935 
fin ished it off. Meanwhi le, the trip across south F lorida was 
a ten-day adventure. The much-heralded Tamiami Tra i l  
(Tampa to  Miami) was begun in 1 9 1 6  as a county project. 
I n  1 924 the state took over and by 1 928 the road was 
done. I t  has been constantly improved, and wil l eventua l ly  
be four- laned. Tr ip t ime now-four  hours  . 

• A road down the Keys had been started in 1 923. It  
eventua l ly made Key West with the aid of 40 m i les of 
ferry. After the 1 935 hurricane, three years were spent in 
converting the wrecked ra i l road bed into a modern high­
way. When completed, it l inked 29 is lands by bridges and 
fi l ls that  covered 37 mi les of  water. The longest bridge is 
7 mi les in  length; the highest is 65 feet above the sea. So 
engineering ski l l  and hard work opened this tropica l 
area for residents and visitors. 
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Marina at Flamingo in the Park 

THE PARK STORY has many roots. Famous visitors, im­
pressed by the great rookeries and the l ush plant l ife of 
the Everg lades hammocks, spread the story. Steps taken 
to save the rookeries paved the way for wider conserva­
tion efforts. In 1 9 1 5  the F lorida Federation of Women's 
C lubs obtained 960 acres to preserve a fine hammock of 
roya l pa lms. The state added 4,000 acres in 1 92 1 ,  making 
the area Royal Palm State Park. 

About this time the idea of creating a national  park in 
the Everg lades began to take hold. Individua ls  and organ­
izations pushed the idea unti l  the F lorida legis lature 
started the project in 1 929. The next year hearings were 
held, and Congress designated the area as a proposed 
park in 1 934. Acq uisition of land moved slowly during 
World War I I ,  but men l ike Ernest Coe, John Baker, and 
John Pennekam.p, with a Park Commission of ·25 men, 
kept the project moving .  F inal ly enough marginal ,  private, 
and state land was obta ined to meet the min imum park 
requ irements. In 1 947 President Truman dedicated the 
new Everg lades Nationa l  Park. 
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The Everg lades National  Park encompasses about one 
and a half m i l l ion acres-nearly twice the size of the state 
of Rhode Is land.  See pp. 4-5 for a detai led map. On ly 
two other national  parks are larger-Mt. McKin ley in 
Alaska and Ye l lowstone in  Wyoming.  Nearly every p lant 
and an ima l described in this Guide can be found with in 
the Park l im its, and many more as wel l .  Records show the 
presence of approximately 300 kinds of birds, 30 kinds of 
mammals, 65 kinds of reptiles and amphibians, and a l ­
most a thousand species of flowering plants. 

Daniel B. Beard, the Park's fi rst Superintendent, worked 
for ten years to preserve this rich area and to develop the 
park facil ities. The task continues. F inal  boundaries have 
recently been estab l ished . The restoration of depleted 
species is slow and painstaking. New fac i l ities, inc luding 
a new Visitors Center have been bui lt. The Park is now 
in fu l l  operation .  More and more people come each year, 
and soon the anticipated goal of a mi l l ion annual  visitors 
wi l l  be reached. 

Lectures are g iven by rangers. 
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W H AT T O  S E E  A N D  D O  I N  T H E  PA R K  

STOP AND LOOK The Park i s  not a place where you can hurry 
through from one qu ick sight to another. Neither can you see it as  
you go along the road, though the broad vistas of sea, grass and  sky 
are impressive. To see the Park, stop frequently. Take time to look. 
Wait qu ietly at the edge of a slough or at one of the wayside stations. 
Soon you will be seeing the many creatures from a l l igators to zebra 
butterflies that make the Park the gem that it is. 

ROYAL PALM STATION AND EXHI BITS is reached on a branch from 
the F lamingo road. Watch for the sign. Visit the exhibits on  the Keys, 
cl imate, birds, and I ndians.  Watch gar, a l l igators and many birds in  a 
nearby s lough.  Restrooms. 
ANHI NGA TRAIL, a short distance from the Royal Pa lm station, is  an  
elevated wal k  over a slough, taking you  right into t he  wet Everglades. 
Bring your field glasses and camera. Stay awhi le  to look for anhingas 
and gal l inu les, a l l igators, water snakes and gars. 
GUM BO-LIMBO TRAIL is a lso near the Royal Palm station .  This 
marked and labeled nature tra i l  takes you through a rich hammock. 
DRIVE TO FLAMINGO along 35 miles of fine paved road, giving you 
views of the Everglades, hammocks and mangroves. Stop a long the way 
at roadside stations. Read the signs; watch for wi ld l ife. 
MAHOGANY HAMMOCK is one of seve ral turnoffs. See the largest 
ma!>Ogany trees in the U.S. 
FLAMINGO was once an old fishing settlement. Visit the exhibits and 
publ ic bu i ld ings. Watch the birds along the shore. Here are restaurants, 
overnight accommodations, camping and picnicking. 
BOAT TRI PS from F lamingo take you to Coot Bay, through cana ls, and 
on visits to rookeries. These a re educational, safe, gu ided tours. A lso 
try the Audubon boat tours which leave Everglades and Tavernier. 
Make reservations at 1 43 N.E. 3rd Ave., Miami 32. 
EXPLORE the Everg lades on foot near F lamingo, and on  the trai ls. 
Get proper equipment and advice before venturing back-country. 
Explore by rented boat at F lamingo, but stay on  marked routes. Use a 
chart. Get a guide to go fa rther afield. for advice, ask a Park ranger. 
FISH in  the many cana ls, rivers and lakes of the Everg lades. Florida 
Bay is exce l lent too. Loca l fish inc lude tarpon, snook, ladyfish, jewfish 
and snapper. Boats, motors and tackle a re avai lable at F lamingo. No 
license is needed for sa lt-water fishing. 
PHOTOGRAPH the great sweep of the Everglades or the majestic 
flight of birds. Catch a sleeping a l l igator or a gal l in u le picking its way 
across the water l i l ies. A telephoto lens pays off here. You ' l l  need time 
and patience-but the su bjects are well worth it. 
WALKS AND TALKS with Pa rk rangers are a feature d uri'ng most of 
the year at flamingo, Royal Palm and Everglades. Check bu l letin 
boards i n  the Park for details, or ask at Park Headquarters. 



W H AT TO S E E  A N D  D O  I N  T H E  K EY S  

REDLANDS i s  the famed agricultural region around Homestead. I t  
can b e  easily seen when visiting either the Park o r  Keys. Drive east o r  
west from Homestead through fields of tomatoes, beans, squash, and 
other winter  vegetables; avocado, mango, papaya and bananas. 
HOMESTEAD BAYFRONT PARK is a county park about 7 mi les east 
of Homestead on Biscayne Bay. No admission charge. Swimming, boat­
ing, fishing and picnick ing.  
DRIVE DOWN THE KEYS You enter the Keys on Route 1 when cross· 
ing Jewfish Creek (boats and fishing).  Two mi les farther you can turn 
north and work up North Key largo, the least-developed part of the 
is lands where there are the largest hammocks. Drive to the Angler 's 
Club (17 mi les) and retu rn the same way. Going south from the Key 
largo junction, head 1 1 0 miles to Key West over fi l l  and bridges. You 
can stop at Tavernier, Islamorada, Marathon, or at many p laces i n  
between. Amp le  accommodations, restau rants, fishing, and swimming.  
MC KEE'S SUNKEN TREASURE, 6 mi les south of Tavernier, exhibits 
bu l l ion, cannon, silver bars. Admission charge. 
THEATER OF THE SEA is a commercia l  attraction 3 miles north of Isla­
morada. Pools of reef and other fishes. Shows by trained porpoises. 
MARATHON is the largest settlement between Homestead and Key 
West. It is a center for sport and commercial fishing. 
SOUTHEAST MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN I NDIAN i n  Marathon 
has excel lent exhibits. Admission charge. 
KEY WEST i s  the southernmost city in  conti nental U.S. See o ld houses, 
shrimp docks and turtle crawls. Visit Marte l lo Towers. Good bathing 
and fishing. Charter a boat to the Dry Tortugas. 
KEY WEST AQUARIUM exhibits most of the common reef and ocean 
fishes and some other sea anima ls. Admission charge. 
SWIM AND SUN at any of several public beaches a long the Keys. 
Many motels have their own beaches and pools. For safety, swim in 
designated areas. Skin-diving is a new and exciting sport for ex­
perienced swimmers. Novices can have fun with a mask or even with 
a glass-bottomed bucket. Marine l ife is rich, especia l ly on the cora l 
shores and along the reefs. Spear-fishing is not permitted anywhere 
i n  the waters of the Park or above long Key. 
SHELLING is possible a lmost anywhere. Wade on the sand bars and 
flats at low t ide o r  col lect she l l s  on the cora l shores. She l l s  a re 
plentiful but may not be easy to find.  Get advice from experienced 
col lectors. Good shel ls are offered for sale at many roadside stands. 
FISH to your hearr's content in  the fabu lous fishing waters. Catwalks 
are provided on most bridges for safe fishing. Rental boats and motors 
are avai lable and so are party boats or boats for charter. 
EXPLORE along the shores and i n  the hammocks. Use caution and re­
spect private property. learn to know poisonwood before you start. 
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M O R E  I N F O R MAT I O N 

ASK A PARK RANGER. They know the answers or where you can 
get them. Park rangers are civi l servants on duty to help you. They 
welcome your questions and comments. Outside the Park use Chambers 
of Commerce and other unbiased agencies. Check loca l ly on fishing. 
STOP at the Visitors Center where there is a natural h i story refer­
ence l ibrary. Miami Publ ic Library in  Bayfront Park is  one of the best 
in the South. Guide books are avai lable in  many stores. 
JOIN organizations interested in  the natural history and conservation 
of this region. Learn from them and support them. 
Everg lach!s Natura l History Assn., Box 275 Homestead, Florida, 

furthers an interest in and understanding of historic and scientific 
va l ues of the Everglades National Park. 

F lorida Audubon Society, P.O. Box 821 , Maitland, Florida, promotes 
an understanding of wi ldl ife, its environment and conservation 
within the state. 

READ. A wealth of material on the natural and human history of this 
region is avai lable. Some widely used books are: 
Land of the Everg lades-Southern Tropical F lorida, Wm. R. 

Shelton, Dept. of Agric., Tal lahassee, 1 957. A free pamphlet. 
The F lorida Keys, Wm. Ackerman, Dept. of Agric., Tal lahassee, 1 957. 

A free pamph let describing the resources and features of the Keys. 
The Southeast, A Golden Regional Guide, Zim, Golden Press, New 

York, 1 959_ Covers a wider region than this guide, in same style. 
They All  Cal led I t  Tropical, Brookfield & Griswold, Data Press, 

Miami, 1 949. Stories of the Everglades and Keys. 
The Everg lades: River of Grass, Douglas, Rinehart, New York, 

1 947. A classic, giving the feel as wel l  as the facts of the region. 
F lorida Bird Life, Sprunt, Coward-McCann, New York, 1 954. An ex­

cel lent guide to the state's rich and varied bird popu lation. 
Roseate Spoonbi ll, R. Al len, Nationa l Audubon Soc., New York, 

1 942. A detai led study of this unique and fascinating bird. 
Guide to the Repti les, Amphibians and Fresh Water Fishes of 

Florida, Carr & Goin, U .  of Fla. Press, Gainesvi l le, 1 955. 
F lorida Marine Shells, Vilas & Vilas, Bobbs-Merri l l ,  I ndianapolis, 

1 952. A compact guide to common shells of the Gulf  and Atlantic. 
Everg lades-The Park Story, Wm. B. Robertson, U .  of Miami Press, 

Coral Gobles, 1 959. A readable account. 
The N ative Trees of F lorida, West & Arnold, U. of F la .  Press, 

Gainesvil le, 1 948. A fine reference on a l l  our trees. 
The Indians of fhe Southeastern States, Swenton, Bur.  Amer. 

Ethnology, Bull. 1 37, Washington, D.C., 1 946. A basic reference. 
Florida's Seminole Indians, W. Nei l l ,  Ross Allen Repti le l nst., Silver 

Springs, Florida, 1 956. A concise, non-technical pamph let. 
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*31 Pigeon, white-crowned, g lass, *37 
*32, *71 green, *33 

Land forms, *9- * 11 Pine, i n d igo, * 33 
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L i zard, whip-ta i l , *36 air, *60- *61 Spa n i ards, *64, 69-70 
Lizards, * 36- * 37 P l ateau, _F lorida, *9, 10 Spoonb i l l ,  roseate, *29 
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Poinciana, roya l ,  * 54 Sti l t , * 3 1  
Mackere l ,  k i ng, *41 Poi nsettia,  w i l d ,  *58 Stork , wood, *29 
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hammock , *15, 76 Pond a p p l e, *.51 Tamarind, wi ld,  *53 

West I nd i e s, *.52 Potato, w i l d, * 58 Tamiami Tra i l ,  4-5, 14, 
Mamma ls,  * 21- * 24 68, 73 
Manatee, * 24 Rabbi t, marsh, *23 Tarpon, *42 
Mang roves, *17 Raccoon ,  *22 Tekesta, 65 Ill 

b lack,  * 50 Racer, Everg l ades, *33 Tern, roya l , *30 
red , *50 R a i l roads, 73 Tetra zygia , *53 ' 
wh ite, * 50 Rat, Tick seed, * 58 
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modern, *4-*5 Repti les,  * 33- *38 Turkey wing,  *45 

trade winds, *7 Rookeries, 1 7, 72 Turtles,  *36- *37 

Miami o o l i te, 9, *10 box , *37 

Mosquito fish, *40 Sa i l fi sh,  *41 gopher, *37 
Mosses, *60 Sapod i l la,  *54 green, * 36 
M u l let, *42 Sawgrass, * 1 4, *58 loggerhead , *37 

Muskrat, round-tai led, Sea-cow, *24 soft-shel led, *36 
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Oak, l ive, * 52 Sea urch i n, *47 
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Orch ids, *61  Sergea n t� major, *43 V i reo, b l a ck-wh iskered, • 
Osprey, *31 Sh e l l s, 44, *4.5-*46, * 32 

Otter, * 24 *48, 77 V i s i tors C enter, *75, 

Shore, rocky, * 1 8  76, endsheets 

P a l m s, * 56-*57 Shrubs, *50- *.55 
Water mocca s i n ,  *35 pa lmetto, cabbage, Siren, *39 

*56 Skink, * 36 Winds,  7 

pauroti s,  *56 Snakes, *33- * 35 Wo man's  tongue, * 54 

roya l ,  *57, 74, 76 banded water, * 34 Woodpecker, pi leated, 

thatch , *.57 black, *33 *32 

Panther, *22 coach whip, *34 Wood stork, * 29 

Parrotfi sh , *43 co ra l , *35 Yucca .. * 55 
Peat, 11 Everg lades rat, *34 
P e l i cans,  *26 Ever g l ades swamp, *34 Zamia, * 59 
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PA R K  FAC I L IT I ES A N D  S E RV I C E S  

The Everglades Park Co. i s  the concessionnaire responsible 
far accommodations and services in  the Everglades National 
Park. Al l  rates and prices a re approved by the Nationa l  Park 
Service. Hea lth and safety standards a re n\ajntained under 
federal supervision. ). 
ACCOMMODATIONS at the new Flculfi ngo Lodge Inc lude 
60 air-conditioned and heated rooms, s ingly or i n  suites. 
The lodge is on the edge of Florida Bay, adjoin ing  the 
Visitors Center  and other  Park fadlities. For reservations 
write Everg lades Park Ca., 3660 Coral Woy, Miami, F lorida. 
Phone H igh land 5-1 53 1 .  
FOOD SERYICI a t  the Visitors Center a t  Flamingo I s  the 
marine dining room, -ting 200 pnd overlooking the water. 
Its cuisine a l ready has an excel lent reputation. At the Visitors 
Center and at the Marina are snack bars for q uick lunches 
and far hot or  cold refreshments. 
TRIPS AND TOUU ( in -son) operate dally on  tWo or 
-re different rout.s, encompassing the rookeries, Cape 
Sable, the canals and rivers. nck• are for sale at the 
Marina and Vlaltars Center. n-, ftom one to three hours 
-dep;ending on the trip. 
ftlliiMe AND IOATINO Modern lberglau boats are 
awllable for ren• ot the Marina, with or without motors 
which run  frat11 6 ta 35 horsepower. Fhhlng tackle, ice, charts 
CHid suppl"aea can be purchased . ttaer. II a boat holst, free 
lavnching ramps for amal l boots, and plenty of parking 
apaa�. The Marina Ia an  otliclal weighing station far 1-1 
fish tou rnaments, or for a n  angler who -nts a big one 
certified. I t  a l so has moorings (6 ft. depth) with dockside 
electrldty, and _.., far over fifty boots. Gasol ine and  
d i-1 fue l  a re avai lable. Chartered fishing boots with In ·  
board or outboard motors, with  a guide, can be h i red by 
day or  week. . 
SERVICE STATION carries complete supplies of regu lar  
and high-test gasol ines, oi l ,  tires and accessories. Greasing, 
other services, and l ight repairs. 
FILM, camera accessories, renta l cameras, postcards, and 
souven i rs, Inc luding Seminole I ndian handcrafts, are to be 
found at the Visitors Center, upper level .  
CAMPIRS wi l l  find groceries, notions, and suppl ies at the 
Marina .  
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