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PREFACE

The first purpose of any student’s dictionary is
to provide the basic information necessary to be
able to understand a meaning, decipher a pro-
nunciation, make a correct syllable break, and
employ vocabulary appropriate to a particular
situation. The Facts On File Student’s Dictionary
of American English is designed to provide such
information as accurately, concisely, and clearly
as possible. Its modest entry list of about 90,000
words includes the vocabulary most of us use
every day in ordinary writing and encounter in
reading a newspaper, novel, magazine, or online
article. It also includes a selection of widely used
new terms in English from science and technol-
ogy and contemporary American culture.

Each entry of the standard vocabulary has
been evaluated and revised according to cur-
rent usage. The English language often adds
new meanings to “old words,” which have been
pressed into service to describe changing times,
perceptions, and attitudes. In order to call atten-
tion to extended and new meanings for older
words, the editor of this dictionary has made free
use of the label Fig. (Figurative) to mark usages
that have strayed from the bounds of a term’s
core meaning. Such adaptability is surely what
makes English a lively and inventive language.

Along with abundant use of the figurative
label, this Student’s Dictionary of American Eng-
lish radically differs from more expansive dic-
tionaries, and even collegiate dictionaries, in
its concise treatment of function words—come,
have, go, for, open, etc. These are the words so
essential to the basic formulations of English
that traditional dictionaries often identify scores
of meanings for them. Except for the language
specialist, most of these meanings are separated

iv

by so little difference that the ordinary student
or general user is hard pressed to understand
the distinction. In this dictionary, such entries
have been trimmed to core meanings; shades of
meaning are illustrated by phrases or sentences
that follow a definition, not by different defini-
tions entirely.

The editor has eschewed overreliance on usage
labels (Slang, Informal) as well, using them only
where the user should be alerted to the level of
use, so that an informed decision can be made as
to whether a particular word is appropriate to a
particular context. Likewise, archaic vocabulary
has been systematically reduced to those poetic
archaisms and other vestiges of ancient vocabu-
lary that students are most likely to encounter.
The argument that a student might encounter
a particular archaic term does not outweigh the
necessity of using available space in the diction-
ary to cover more completely current usage
of words whose definitions have expanded in
recent years. While a glossary in a literary text
will most likely define an archaism, it will not do
the same for the expanded meanings of terms
such as marriage or partner, which today have
new and different meanings in addition to their
core meanings.

Any dictionary is a reflection of the work of
many people who have contributed their ideas
and knowledge of language to the long line
of dictionaries compiled over the years, and
any new dictionary draws heavily on works
that have preceded it. The editor has drawn on
the experience, expertise, and traditions of the
people and tools of the dictionary trade. One
such tool, without which the dictionary would
descend into a personal account of today’s Eng-
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lish, is a citation file, the editor’s primary source.
It is a collection of examples of vocabulary and
usage taken from contemporary newspapers,
magazines, journals, novels—and including,
transcripts of television and radio broadcasts,
newsletters, and other casual written materials.
This editor had unrestricted access to one of the
word’s largest citation files of American English.

This editor has benefited greatly from the
advice and assistance of many people, includ-

ing Robert K. Barnhart, an especially gifted and
experienced dictionary maker whose insights
and balanced views have been of great value.
And without the help of Albert Crocco and
Vivien Gentile, individuals willing to number,
check, copy, and keep pages in order, the project
would surely have foundered.

Cynthia A. Barnhart
Garrison, New York, 2007



ExPrANATORY NOTES

The Facts On File Student’s Dictionary of Ameri-
can English is a dictionary for the general user
who has questions about contemporary English
vocabulary. The following notes explain how the
dictionary is organized to make it easier for the
user to find information.

ORGANIZATION

The entries in the dictionary are arranged in
one alphabetical list.

Guide words at the top of the page indicate
the alphabetic span of each two-page spread.

Entry words that have the same spelling
(homographs) but are different words alto-
gether are listed separately and marked by a
superscript homograph number. For example,

bit' ... part of a bridle...
bit* ... small piece ...
bit®. .. unit of information ...

PARTS OF AN ENTRY

The sample entries below show the order of
information in this dictionary.

ac-tion (ak’shon), n. 1 process of acting: a
machine in action. 2 thing done; act. 3 way of
moving or working; movement. 4 a minor battle
or combat between military forces. 5 a lawsuit.
actions, conduct; behavior.
take action, a become active. b start working.
¢ Also, bring action, start a lawsuit. [< F < L
actio. See ACT.] —ac’tion-less, adj.

ar-rest (arest’), v. 1 seize by legal authority;
apprehend. 2 catch and hold; capture. 3 stop;
check; halt. —n. 1 a seizing by legal authority. 2
a stopping; checking. 3 any device for arresting
motion in a mechanism.

vi

under arrest, held by the authorities; in cus-
tody. [< OF < VL, < L ad- + re- back + stare
stand] —ar-rest’er, n. —ar-rest'ment, 7.

The entry word, in boldface, is broken into
syllables.

The pronunciation is a phonetic respelling
of the entry word, including accents indicating
stress in pronunciation. Variant pronunciations,
including those for foreign words, are also pro-
vided. A pronunciation key is provided on page
viii.

ar-tic-u-late (adj. ar tik'yo lit; v. ar tik’yo lat) . ..
bi-va:-lent (bi va'lont; biv’a-) ...

Inflected forms follow the pronunciation.
They are given for all entry words where the
spelling for different parts of speech differs from
the form of the entry word, as in the following
example: blab (blab), v., blabbed, blab-bing . . .

Inflected forms are also individually pro-
nounced where there might be a question about
their pronunciation: for-mu-la . . . n., pl. -las,
-lae (-le) ...

The part of speech indicates the grammati-
cal function of a word. In the case of words
that have more than one part of speech, each is
labeled and defined separately within an entry.

Labels provide various kinds of information,
and most of them are self-explanatory, such
as part of speech or a language (French, Latin,
etc.). For example,

ex li-bris ... Latin . ..
ari-ve-der-ci, ar-ri-ve-der-ci . . . Italian . ..

or, sometimes, a regionalism,

ar-roy-o...SW US.
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A label also shows the level of usage, for
example, Informal or Slang. (See also Special
Features, below.) The label Archaic indicates that
a term is not considered part of the modern
vocabulary; writers will sometimes deliberately
use an archaism for effect.

Numbered definitions distinguish between dif-
ferent meanings for an entry word. In general, the
most common meaning is given first. Figurative
meanings are often given after the core or concrete
meaning to highlight semantic development.

Idioms associated with an entry word are
listed separately and defined after the last defi-
nition. The full idiom (and any variant forms) is
printed in boldface type followed by the defini-
tion or definitions for it.

The etymology, a brief language history of a
word, comes at the end of all definitions, includ-
ing the idioms. A complete list of abbreviations
and symbols used in the etymologies is provided
below.

The last part of the entry contains derived
forms for the entry word. They are printed in
boldface type and broken into syllables, followed
by a part of speech, as at the entry ex-haust ...
—ex-haust’i-ble, adj. —ex-haust "i-bil'i-ty, n.

SPECIAL FEATURES

The equal sign (=) is used in the dictionary for
exactly equivalent terms and cross-refer to the
preferred or more widely used term that has
the same meaning (for example, ben-zol . . . 1
=Dbenzene . ..).

Words added to a definition following a semi-
colon can be used as substitutes for the entry
word (for example, bit-ing . .. adj. . . . 2 sarcastic;
sneering). They are not, however, exact equiva-
lents of the entry word.

The figurative label (Fig.) generally indicates
that a particular meaning for a word has been
broadened to encompass more than a word’s
core or literal meaning. For example,

Ar-ca.di-a ... 1 a mountain district in the S
part of ancient Greece, famous for the simple,
contented life of its people. 2 Fig. a place of
contentment.

Many usages marked Informal are widely
used in conversation and can be freely used in
writing except when a more formal tone may
be required, as, for example, in applying for a
job, writing a term paper, etc. We have used
the label Informal very liberally because of the
widespread use among writers of many words
and usages that entered English as slang but
have become integral parts of the common
vocabulary. By contrast, the Slang label has
been used very sparingly. The writer should
be aware that slang is generally not used in
formal writing but is usually acceptable to use
in emails and other writing among friends and
contemporaries.

The dictionary also distinguishes between
combining for ms, which are abstracted from
whole words and which combine with other
words to make new ones (bio-, as in biodegrad-
able), and prefxes (arch-, as in archduke, arch-
liberal, archencephalon).

COMPLETE
PRONUNCIATION KEY

The pronunciation of each word is shown
just after the word, in this way: ab-bre-vi-ate
(s bré’vi at). The letters and signs used are
pronounced as in the words on page viii. The
mark ' is placed after a syllable with primary,
or strong, accent, as in the example above.
The mark “ after a syllable shows a second-
ary, or lighter, accent, as in ab-bre-vi-a-tion
(o brévi a’shan).

Some words, taken from foreign languages,
are spoken with sounds that otherwise do not
occur in English. Symbols for these sounds are
given as “Foreign Sounds.”
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Explanatory Notes

pet, cup

run, try

say, yes

she, rush

tell, it

thin, both
then, smooth

cup, son
put, book

rule, move
use, music

very, save
will, woman
you, yet

zero, breeze
measure, seizure

as in French bon. The N is not pro-
nounced, but shows that the vowel

as in German ach, Scottish loch. Pro-
nounce k without closing the breath

origin, original, originally

a hat, cap i it, pin, antimatter; p
a age, face final syllable as in r
a care, air city S
i father, far i ice, five sh
t
b  bad, rob j jam, enjoy th
ch  child, much k  kind, seek th
d did, red | land, coal
m  me,am u
e let, best n no, in u
é equal, see ng long, bring il
ér  term,learn i
0 hot, rock
f fat, if o) open, go v
g  go,bag 0  orderall w
h he, how oi  oil, toy y
ou out, now Z
zh
d occurs only in unaccented syllables and represents the sound of a in about, e in taken, i
in pencil, o in lemon, and u in circus.
FOREIGN SOUNDS
Y as in French lune, German siiss. Pro- N
nouce & as in equal with the lips
rounded for i as in rule. before it is nasalized.
x as in French peu, German konig. Pro- H
nounce a as in age with the lips
rounded for 6 as in open. passage.
ETYMOLOGY KEY
abl. ablative lit. literally
accus.  accusative masc.  masculine
alter. alteration neut. neuter
appar.  apparently orig.
assoc.  associated, association pp. past participle
compar. comparative ppr. present participle
dial. dialect, dialectal (prob.)  probably
dim. diminutive ref. reference
fem. feminine superl.  superlative
gen. genitive trans.  translation
imit. imitative ult. ultimately
inf. infinitive uncert. uncertain
infl. influenced var. variant
irreg.  irregular, irregularly ? possibly
lang. language <

from, derived from, taken from
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LANGUAGE ABBREVIATIONS

AF Anglo-French Med.Gk. Medieval Greek (700-1500)
Am. Ind. American Indian Med.L. Medieval Latin (700-1500)

Ar. Arabic Mex.  Mexican indigenous languages
Aram. Aramaic MFr Middle French (1400-1600)
Dan. Danish MHG  Middle High German (1100-1450)
Du. Dutch MLG Middle Low German (1100-1450)
E English NL New Latin (after 1500)

Egypt. Egyptian Norw.  Norwegian

F French (@) Old

Flem.  Flemish OE Old English (before 1100)

Fris. Frisian OF Old French (before 1400)

G German OHG  Old High German (before 1100)
Gk. Greek (ON Old Saxon

Gmc. Germanic Pers. Persian

Heb. Hebrew Pg. Portuguese

HG High German Pol. Polish

Hind. Hindustani Pr. Provengal

Hung. Hungarian Rom.  Romanic

Ital. Italian Rum. Romanian

Jap. Japanese Russ. Russian

L Latin Scand. Scandinavian

LG Low German Scot. Scottish

LGk. Late Greek (300-700) Skt. Sanskrit

LL Late Latin (300-700) Sp. Spanish

M Middle Sw. Swedish

ME Middle English (1100-1500) Turk.  Turkish

Med.  Medieval VL Vulgar Latin

ABBREVIATIONS FREQUENTLY USED IN THIS BOOK

(Notg: Certain abbreviations used chiefly in ~ Bacteriol. = Bacteriology
the etymologies will be found in the complete  B.cC. before Christ; before the birth
etymology key on the previous page.) of Christ
Biochem. Biochemistry
ab. about Biol. Biology
abbrev. abbreviation Bot. Botany
A.D. anno Domini; in the year of the Brit. British
Lord; since the birth of Christ C central
adj. adjective Chem. Chemistry
adv. adverb Class. Myth. Classical Mythology (Greek
Am. Americanism (applied to words and Roman Mythology)
or meanings that originated in Collog. Colloquial
the United States) Com. Commerce
Anat.  Anatomy compar. comparative
Ant. Antonym conj. conjunction
Archit.  Architecture def. definition

Astron. Astronomy Deut. Deuteronomy
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Dial.

E

Econ.
Educ.
Elect.
Embryol.
esp.

etc.

fem.
Fig.
Fr.

ft.
Gen.
gen.
Geol.
Geom.
Ger.

Gk. Myth.

Gram.
Hist.
in.
interj.
Mach.
masc.
Math.
Matt.
Med.
Mil.
Myth.
N

n.
Naut.
NE

Dialect

east; eastern
Economics
Education
Electricity
Embryology
especially

et cetera; and others; and the rest;

and so forth; and so on; and

the like
feminine
figurative
French
foot; feet
Genesis
genitive
Geology
Geometry
German
Greek Mythology
Grammar
History
inch; inches
interjection
Machinery
masculine
Mathematics
Matthew
Medicine
Military
Mythology
north; northern
noun
Nautical
northeast; northeastern

nom.
NW
Obs.

Pathol.
pers.
Philos.
Phonet.
Photog.
Physiol.
pl.
poss.
pp

ppr.
prep.
pres.
pron.
Psychol.

pt.

Rom. Cath.

S

Scot.
SE
sing.
N4
Theol.
Trigon.
UsS.

nominative

northwest; northwestern

Obsolete (applied to words and
meanings not used now)

Pathology

person

Philosophy

Phonetics

Photography

Physiology

plural

possessive

past participle

present participle

preposition

present

pronoun

Psychology

past tense

Roman Catholic

south; southern

Scotch; Scottish

southeast; southeastern

singular

southwest; southwestern

Theology

Trigonometry

United States (applied to words
or meanings that are used
chiefly in the United States
but originated elsewhere)

verb

west; western

Zoology

synonym of



A, a (a), n., plL, As; as.

A 1 the first letter of the

alphabet. 2 first in a series:

questions A through L. 3

best; first: grade A; all As

in history. 4 one of four

main blood groups 5 the sixth note in
the scale of C major.

a (o; stressed a), adj. or indefinite article.
1 any: a tree. 2 one: a pound of butter.
3 to or for each: ten dollars a day. [var.
of an']

a-', prefix. not; without, as in atonal.
[< Gk.; a- becomes an- before a vowel
or h]

a-?, prefix. 1 in; on; to, as in abed. 2 in
the act of ___ing, as in a-fishing. [OE
an, on)

A, 1 Physics. angstrom unit. 2 Chem.
argon.

a., 1 about. 2 acre; acres. 3 adjective.

A 1 Collog. A one.

AA, 1 Alcoholics Anonymous. 2 anti-
aircraft.

A.A., Associate in Arts.

AAA, American Automobile Association.

AAAS American Association for the
Advancement of Science.

Aa-chen (d'Hon), n. city in W Germany,
French, Aix-la-Chapelle.

aard-vark (drd'virk’), n. a burrowing
African mammal that eats ants and ter-
mites. [< Afrikaans < Dutch aarde earth
+ vark pig]

Aar-on (ar’an), n. the brother of Moses
and first high priest of the Jews.

AARP, American Association of Retired
Persons.

ab-, prefix. from; away from; off, as in
abnormal, abduct, abjure. [< L ab, prep.;
ab- appears as a- before m and v, and
abs- before ¢ and t. Akin to Greek
apo- from, and English of and off’]

AB, one of the four main blood groups.

A.B., Bachelor of Arts. Also, B.A.

a-ba (d’ba), n. 1 loose, sleeveless outer
garment worn by Arabs. 2 woolen fabric,
usually striped, woven in Arab coun-
tries.

a-ba.cd (d'bokéd’), n. 1 hemp made
from the fibers of a Philippine banana
plant; Manila hemp. 2 the plant itself.
[< Malay]

a-back (o bak’), adv. taken aback, sud-
denly surprised.

ab-a-cus (ab’s kas), n., pl. -cu-ses, —ci
(-si). frame with rows of counters or
beads that slide back and forth, used for
calculating. [< L < Gk. abax]

a-baft (o baft’; o bift’), prep. back of a
boat or ship; behind. —adv. toward or
at the stern.

ab-a-lo-ne (ab’516'né), n. an edible mol-
lusk, with a large, rather flat shell lined
with mother-of-pearl. [< Am. Sp. abulén
< Am. Ind. aulun)

a-ban-don (s ban’den), v. 1 give up
entirely; renounce; relinquish: abandon
a career. 2 leave without intending to
return to; desert; forsake: abandon one’s

home. 3 yield (oneself) completely (to
a feeling, impulse, etc.); succumb; sur-
render: abandon oneself to grief. —n.
freedom from conventional restraint.
[< OF a bandon at liberty] —a-ban’don-
er, n. —a-ban’don-ment, 7.

a-ban-doned (5 ban’dond), adj. 1 deserted;
forsaken. 2 wicked; immoral. 3 unre-
strained. —a-ban’donedly, adv.

a-base (o bas’), v, a-based, a-bas-ing.
make lower in rank, condition, or char-
acter; degrade: a traitor abases him-
self. [< OF < LL, ad- + L bassus low]
—a-base’ment, n.

a-bash (o bash’), v. embarrass and con-
fuse; disconcert. [<OF esbair be aston-
ished] —a-bashed’, adj. —a-bash’ment,
n.

a-bate (2 bat’), v, a-bat-ed, a-bat-ing. 1
make less; decrease: the medicine abated
his pain. 2 become less; diminish: the
storm has abated. [< OF abatre beat
down] —a-bat’a-ble, adj. —a-bate’ment,
n. —a-bat’er, n.

ab-at-toir (ab’s twir; —twor), n. slaughter-
house. [< F]

ab-ba-cy (ab’s si), n., pl. —cies. 1 position,
term of office, or district of an abbot. 2
an abbey. [< LL abbatia. See ABBOT.]

ab-bé (ab’a; a ba’), n. in France: 1 an abbot.
2 any clergyman, esp. a priest. [< F]

ab-bess (ab’is), n. woman at the head
of a community of nuns. [< OF < LL
abbatissa]

ab-bey (ab'i), n,, pl. -beys. 1 building or
buildings where monks or nuns live
a religious life ruled by an abbot or
abbess; a monastery or convent. 2 the
monks or nuns living there. 3 building
that was once an abbey or a part of an
abbey. [< OF < LL abbatta)

ab-bot (ab’st), n. man at the head of an
abbey of monks. [OE < LL < LGk. < Ara-
maic abba father] —ab’bot-ship, n.

abbrev., abbr., abbreviation.

ab-bre-vi-ate (o bré'vi at), v., —at-ed, -at-
ing. 1 make (a word or phrase) shorter
so that a part stands for the whole:
abbreviate “hour” to “hr” 2 make
briefer; condense. [< L, < ad- + bre-
vis short. Doublet of ABRIDGE.]
—ab-bre’vi-ator, n.

ab-bre-vi-a-tion (o bré’'via’shan), n. 1
shortened form of a word or phrase
standing for the whole: “in.” is an abbre-
viation of “inch” 2 act of shortening;
abridgment.

ABC (a’bé’se’), n., pl. ABC’s. 1 elemen-
tary principles. 2 ABC’s, the alphabet.

ab-di-cate (ab’ds kat), v., —cat-ed, —cat-
ing. 1 give up or renounce formally;
relinquish: the king abdicated his throne.
2 renounce office or power: why did the
king abdicate? 3 ignore an obligation
or duty: abdicated her responsibility for
the children’s welfare. [< L, < ab- away
+ dicare proclaim] —ab’di-ca’tion, n.
—ab’di-ca"tor, n.

ab.do-men (ab’do mon; ab do’moen), n.
1 the part of the body containing the

ability 1

stomach and other digestive organs;
belly. 2 the last of the three parts of the
body of an insect or crustacean. [< L]

ab-dom-i-nal (ab dom’s nal), adj. of, in,
or for the abdomen. —ab-dom'i-nal-
ly, adbv.

ab-duce (ab diis’; -das’), v., -duced,
-ducing. lead away; abduct.

ab-duct (ab dukt’), v. 1 carry away (a
person) unlawfully and by force; kidnap.
2 pull (a part of the body) away from its
usual position. [< L, < ab- away + ducere
lead] —ab-duc’tion, n. —ab-duc’tor, n.

a-beam (o bém’), adv. directly opposite to
the middle part of a ship’s side.

a-bed (s bed’), adj., adv. in bed.

A-bel (a’bal), n. in the Bible, second son
of Adam and Eve, killed by his older
brother Cain.

Ab-er-deen (ab’ar dén’), n. city in E Scot-
land.

ab-er-rant (ab er’ant), adj. deviating from
what is regular, normal, or right. [< L,
< ab- away + errare wander] —ab-er’-
rance, ab-er’ran-cy, n.

ab-er-ra-tion (ab’ar @’shan), n. 1 devia-
tion from the right path or usual course
of action. 2 deviation from a standard
or type. 3 temporary mental disorder. 4
failure of rays of light coming from one
point to converge to one focus. 5 appar-
ent change in the position of a celestial
body when viewed from earth. —ab “er-
ra’tion-al, adj.

a-bet (o bet’), v., a-bet-ted, a-bet-ting.
encourage or help, esp. in something
wrong; support; assist. [< OF abeter
arouse < L ad- + Frankish bétan cause
to bite] —a-bet’'ment, n. —a-bet’tor, a-
bet’ter, n.

a-bey-ance (o ba’ans), n. temporary inac-
tivity: hold the question in abeyance.
[< AF < OF abeance expectation < L ad-
at + VL batare gape] —a-bey’ant, adj.

ab-hor (ab hor’), v., -horred, -hor-ring.
feel disgust or hate for; detest; loathe.
[< L, < ab- from + horrere shrink] —ab-
hor'rer, n.

ab-hor-rence (ab hor’ans; —-hor’-), n. 1
feeling of very great dislike. 2 something
detested.

ab-hor-rent (ab hor’ant; -hor’-), adj. 1
causing horror; disgusting; repugnant
(to). 2 feeling disgust or hate (of). 3 hav-
ing dislike of. —ab-hor’rent-ly, adv.

a-bide (o bid’), v., a-bode or a-bid-ed, a-
bid-ing. 1 continue to stay. 2 dwell. 3 put
up with; stand: she cannot abide dirt. 4
endure bravely, defiantly.
abide by, a accept and follow out. b
remain faithful to. [OE abidan stay on,
and onbidan wait for] —a-bid’er, n.

a-bid-ing (2 bid’ing), adj. continuing;
lasting. —a-bid’ing-ly, adv.

Ab-i-djan (ab’ijan’), n. capital of Ivory
Coast (Cole d’Ivoire).

a-bil-i-ty (o bil’s ti), n.,, pl. -ties. 1 power
to do or act in any relation; cleverness:
give according to your ability. 2 skill;
capacity: mechanical ability. 3 power to



2 abject

do some special thing; talent: musical
ability, natural abilities. [< F < L. See
ABLE.]

ab-ject (ab’jekt; ab jekt’), adj. 1 wretched;
miserable. 2 deserving contempt; con-
temptible; despicable. [<L, < ab- down
+ jacere throw] —ab-jec’tion, n.
—abject’ly, adv. —ab-ject'ness, n.

ab-jure (abjur’), v, -jured, —jur-ing. 1
renounce on oath; repudiate; forswear.
2 refrain from. [< L, < ab- away +
jurare swear] —ab ‘ju-ra’tion, n. —ab-
jur'a-to’ry (abjur’s t6'ri;-t6'-), adj.
—ab-jur’er, n.

abl., ablative.

ab-late (ab lat’), v, -lat-ed, -lat-ing. 1
remove or be removed by burning. 2
melt away or vaporize.

ab-la-tion (ab la’shon), n. 1 melting or
burning away of the nosecone of a
spacecraft or missile on reentry into
the atmosphere. 2 removal or wearing
away.

ab-la-tive (ab’ls tiv), . 1 the case in Latin
expressing removal or separation. 2 a
word or construction in this case. [< L
ablativus < ab- away + ferre carry]

a-blaze (o blaz’), adv.,, adj. 1 burning;
blazing. 2 brilliantly lit. 3 showing great
excitement or anger.

a-ble (a’'bal), adj. a-bler, a-blest. 1 hav-
ing ordinary capacity, power, or means
to do; capable: a man able to work. 2
having more power or skill than most
others have; talented; clever; expert: a
supreme court justice should be an able
lawyer. 3 competently done; effective: an
able speech. 4 qualified, especially legally.
[< OF < L habilis easily held or handled
< habere hold]

-able, suffix. 1 that can be ___ed; able
to be ___ed: obtainable = that can be
obtained. 2 likely to or suitable for:
comfortable = suitable for comfort. 3
inclined to: peaceable = inclined to peace.
4 deserving to be —ed: lovable = deserv-
ing to be loved. 5 likely to be —ed:
chargeable = likely to be charged. See
—ible. [< OF < L -abilis]

a-ble-bod-ied (a’bal bod'id), adj. phys-
ically fit and competent; strong and
healthy.

a-bloom (2 bliim’), adv., adj. in bloom.

ab-lu-tion (ab li'shan), n. 1 washing of
one’s person. 2 washing or cleansing as
a religious ceremony of purification.
3 the liquid used. [< L, < ab- away +
luere wash]

a-bly (a'bli), adv. with skill or ability.

ab-ne-gate (ab'nogat), v, -gat-ed,
-gat-ing. deny (anything) to oneself;
renounce; give up. [<L, ab- off, away
+ negare deny] —ab ne-ga’tion, n.
—ab’ne-ga "tor, n.

ab-nor-mal (ab nér'mal), adj. deviating
from the normal, the standard, or a type;
markedly irregular; unusual; exceptional.
[< AB- from + NORMAL] —ab-nor’mal-
ly, adv. —ab-nor'mal-ness, .

ab-nor-mal-ity (ab'nor mal’s ti), n., pl
—ties. 1 abnormal thing. 2 abnormal
condition.

abnormal psychology, the study of
abnormal behavior in people, includ-
ing the causes and treatment of mental
disorders.

a-board (o bord’; o bord’), adv. 1 in or on
a ship. 2 in or on a train, bus, airplane,
etc. 3 alongside. —prep. on board of.

a-bode (2 bod’), n. place to live in; dwell-
ing. —v. pt. and pp. of abide. [OE abad)]

a-bol-ish (o bol’ish), v. do away with (a
law, institution, or custom) completely;
suppress: abolish slavery. [<F abolir <L
abolere destroy] —a-bol’ish-a-ble, adj.
—a-bol’ish-er, n. —a-bol’ish-ment, n.

ab-o-li-tion (ab s lish’on), n. 1 act or fact
of abolishing. 2 suppression of black
slavery. —ab’o-li'tion-ism, n. —ab o-
li’tion-ist, 7.

ab-o-ma-sum (ab’s ma’som), ab-o-ma-
sus (-sas), n. the fourth stomach of
cows, sheep, and other cud-chewing
animals. [< L]

A-bomb (a’bom’), n. the atomic bomb.
—v. bomb with an atomic bomb.

a-bom-i-na-ble (5 bom’nos bal; o bom’-
ano-), adj. 1 causing disgust; loath-
some; detestable; odious. 2 unpleasant.
—a-bom’i-na-ble-ness, n. —a-bom’i-na-
bly, adv.

a-bom-i-nate (s bom’s nat), v., -nat-ed,
-nat-ing. 1 feel disgust for; abhor; detest;
loathe. 2 dislike. [< L, deplore as an ill
omen, < ab- off + ominari prophesy
< omen omen]| —a-bom’i-na "tor, n.

a-bom:-i-na-tion (o bom s na’shan),n. 1 a
disgusting thing. 2 a shamefully wicked
action or custom. 3 a feeling of disgust.

ab-o-rig-i-nal (ab’s rij’s nal), adj. 1 exist-
ing from the beginning; first; origi-
nal; native: aboriginal inhabitants. 2 of
the earliest known inhabitants. —n.
=aborigine. —ab’o-rig'i-nal-ly, adv.

ab-o-rig-i-ne (ab’s rij’s néz), n. 1 the ear-
liest known inhabitant of a country.
2 aborigines, the native animals and
plants of a region. [< L, < ab origine from
the beginning]

a-bort (o bort’), v. 1 miscarry. 2 fail to
develop. 3 check the development of.
[< L, < ab- amiss + oriri be born]

a-bor-tion (o bor’shon), n. 1 birth that
occurs before the embryo has developed
enough to live; miscarriage. 2 failure to
develop properly. 3 something that has
failed to develop properly. —a-bor’tion-
al, adj.

a-bor-tion-ist (2 bor’shan ist), n. person
who produces abortions, especially ille-
gal abortions.

a-bor-tive (o bor'tiv), adj. 1 coming to
nothing; unsuccessful. 2 born or begun
before the right time. —a-bor’tive-ly,
adv. —a-bor’tive-ness, 7.

a-bound (s bound’), v. 1 be plentiful:
fish abound in the ocean. 2 be rich
(in): America abounds in many natural
resources. 3 be well supplied (with): the

ocean abounds with fish. [< OF < L,
< ab- off + undare rise in waves < unda
awave] —a-bound’ing, adj. —a-bound’-
ing:ly, adv.

a-bout (s bout’), prep. 1 of; concerned
with: a book about bridges. 2 near: he was
about five miles from home. 3 around: a
fence about the garden; scatter papers
about the room. 4 ready: a plane about
to take off. —adv. 1 nearly; almost: about
full. 2 somewhere near: loiter about. 3
all around: the boy looked about. [OE
onbiitan on the outside of |

a-bout-face (n. 2 bout’fas’; v. o bout 'fas’),
n., v., —faced, -fac-ing. —n. 1 a turning
or going in the opposite direction. 2 a
turning to the opposite opinion or point
of view. —v. turn or go in the opposite
direction.

a-bove (o buv’), adv. 1 in or at a higher
place: the sky is above. 2 higher in rank
or power: the courts above. 3 earlier,
in a book or article. —prep. 1 in or to
a higher place than: birds fly above the
earth. 2 higher than; over: a captain is
above a sergeant. 3 more than: the weight
is above a ton. —adj. written above.
—n. the above, something that is writ-
ten above. [OE abufan]

a-bove-board (5 buv’bord’; -bord "), adv.,
adj. without tricks or concealment.

ab-ra-ca-dab-ra (ab’ro ko dab’ra), n. 1
word supposed to have magical powers,
used in incantations, or as a charm to
ward off diseases. 2 gibberish. [< L]

a-brade (o brad’), v.,, a-brad-ed, a-brad-
ing. wear away by rubbing; scrape off.
[< L, < ab- off + radere scrape] —a-
brad’er, n.

A-bra-ham (2a’bro ham; ~hom), n. in the
Bible, the ancestor of the Hebrews. Gen.
12-25.

a-bra-sion (2 bra’zhan), n. 1 place scraped
or worn by rubbing. 2 act of abrading.

a-bra-sive (o bra’siv; -ziv), n. substance
used for grinding, smoothing, or pol-
ishing, as sandpaper. —adj. tending to
abrade.

a-breast (o brest’), adv., adj. side by side.
abreast of or with, up with; alongside of:
keep abreast of what is going on.

a-bridge (5 brij’), v., a-bridged, a-bridg-
ing. 1 make shorter by using fewer
words. 2 make less: abridge the rights of
citizens. 3 deprive (of): abridge citizens of
their rights. [< OF abregier < L, < ad- +
brevis short. Doublet of ABBREVIATE.]
—a-bridg'a-ble, a-bridge’a-ble, adj. —a-
bridged’, adj. —a-bridg’er, n.

a-bridg-ment, a-bridge-ment (o brij’-
mont), n. 1 condensed form of a book,
long article, etc. 2 an abridging. 3 a cut-
ting back or reduction: abridgment of
the right to privacy.

a-broad (2 br6d’), adv. 1 in or to a foreign
land or lands: go abroad. 2 out in the
open air. 3 going around; current: a
rumor is abroad. 4 far and wide.

ab-ro-gate (ab’ro gat), v, —gat-ed, -gat-
ing. 1 abolish or annul (a law or custom)



by an authoritative act; repeal. 2 do away
with. [< L, < ab- away + rogare demand]
—ab 'ro-ga’tion, n. —ab'ro-gator, n.

a-brupt (o brupt’), adj. 1 sudden; unex-
pected: an abrupt turn. 2 very steep. 3
(of speech or manners) short or sudden;
blunt; brusque. 4 (of style) disconnected.
[< L abruptus < ab- off + rumpere break]
—a-brupt’ly, adv. —a-brupt’ness, n.

Ab-salom (ab’salom), n. in the Bible,
David’s favorite son, who rebelled
against him.

ab-scess (ab’ses; —sis), n. a collection of
pus in the tissues of some part of the
body. [< L abscessus < ab- away + cedere
go| —ab’scessed, adj.

ab-scis-sa (ab sis’?), 1., pl. -scis-sas, —scis-
sae (—sis’€). Math. line running from left
to right on a graph that defines a point
in a system of coordinates. [< L (linea)
abscissa (line) cut off]

ab-scond (ab skond’), v. go away sud-
denly and secretly; go off and hide; flee.
[< L, < ab- away + condere store] —ab-
scond’er, 7.

ab-sence (ab’sens), n. 1 a being away:
absence from work. 2 time of being
away: an absence of two weeks. 3 a being
without; lack: absence of light. 4 absent-
mindedness.

absence of mind, inattentiveness.

ab-sent (adj. ab’sont; v. absent’), adj.
1 not present (at a place); away: John
is absent today. 2 not existing; lack-
ing: snow is absent in some countries. 3
absent-minded. —v. take or keep (one-
self) away: absent oneself from class.
[< L absens < ab- away + esse to be]
—ab-sent’er, n. —ab’sent-ness, 1.

ab-sen-tee (ab’son té’), n. person who is
absent or remains absent. —adj. of or
for a voter or voters permitted to vote by
mail. —ab 'sen-tee’ism, n.

ab-sent:-ly (ab’sont li), adv. absent-mind-
edly.

ab-sent-mind-ed  (ab’sant min’did),
adj. inattentive; forgetful. —ab’sent-
mind’ed-ly, adv. —ab’sent-mind’ed-
ness. 1.

ab-sinthe, ab-sinth (ab’sinth), n. a bit-
ter, green liqueur flavored with herbs,
wormwood, and anise. [< F < L < Gk.
apsinthion wormwood]

ab-so-lute (ab’sa liit), adj. 1 complete;
entire: absolute ignorance. 2 free from
imperfection; perfect: absolute purity.
3 free from control or restrictions:
absolute liberty. 4 not compared with
anything else: absolute velocity, absolute
zero. 5 certain; infallible: absolute proof.
6 forming a part of a sentence, but
not connected with it grammatically.
In “The train being late, we missed the
boat,” the train being late is an absolute
construction. —n. the absolute, that
which is absolute. [< L absolutus, pp. See
ABSOLVE.] —ab’so-lute 'ness, 7.

ab-so-lute-ly (ab’ss lit'li), adv. 1 com-
pletely. 2 positively. 3 yes.

absolute majority, more than one-half
the total votes cast.

absolute monarchy, monarchy which has
no limits to its power.

absolute pitch, pitch of a tone according
to the frequency of its vibrations per
second.

absolute value, value of a real number
regardless of any signs attached to it.

absolute zero, temperature at which sub-
stances would have no heat whatever;
-273.13° centigrade or -459.72° Fahr-
enheit.

ab-so-lu-tion (ab'sa lii’shan), 7. 1 remis-
sion of guilt and punishment for sin by
a priest after the sinner confesses and
does penance. 2 act of declaring such
remission. 3 formula declaring remis-
sion of sin. 4 release from consequences
or penalties.

ab-so-lut-ism (ab’ss liit iz’am), n. gov-
ernment whose rule has unrestricted
power; despotism. —ab’so-lut-ist, n.,
adj. —ab "so-lut-is'tic, adj.

ab-solve (ab solv’; -zolv’), v., -solved,
-solv-ing. 1 declare free from sin, guilt,
or blame; exonerate; acquit; forgive. 2 set
free (from a promise or duty); release;
exempt. [< L, < ab- from + solvere
loosen] —ab-solv’a-ble, adj. —ab-sol’-
vent, adj., n. —ab-solv’er, n.

ab-sorb (ab sorb’; —zorb’), v. 1 take in or
suck up (liquids): a towel absorbs water.
2 swallow up and make a part of itself;
assimilate. 3 take in and hold: absorb
noise. 4 interest very much: the circus
absorbed the boys. 5 take up by chemical
or molecular action: charcoal absorbs
gases. 6 take (digested food, oxygen, etc.)
into the bloodstream by osmosis. [< L,
< ab- from + sorbere suck in] —ab-
sorb’a-ble, adj. —ab-sorb "a-abil’i-ty, n.
—ab-sorb’er, n.

ab-sorbed (ab sorbd’; -zorbd’), adj. very
much interested. —ab-sorb’ed-ly, adv.
—ab-sorb’ed-ness, n.

ab-sorb-ent (ab sor’bont; -zor’-), adj.
absorbing or capable of absorbing. —n.
any thing or substance that absorbs.

ab-sorb-ing (ab sor’bing; -zor’-), adj.
extremely interesting. —ab-sorb’ing:ly,
adv.

ab-sorp-tion (ab sorp’shon; —z6rp’-), n. 1
an absorbing. 2 great interest (in some-
thing). 3 process of taking digested food,
oxygen, etc., into the bloodstream by
osmosis. 4 in plants, process of taking in
nutrients through the roots. —ab-sorp’-
tive, adj. —ab-sorp’tive-ness, n

ab-stain (ab stan’), v. do without some-
thing voluntarily; refrain (from); for-
bear; cease: abstain from smoking.
[< F < L, < ab- off tenere hold] —ab-
stain’er, 7.

ab-ste-mi-ous (ab sté’mi as), adj. moder-
ate in eating and drinking; temperate.
[< L, < ab- off + unrecorded temum
intoxicating drink] —ab-ste’mi-ous-ly,
adv. —ab-ste’mi-ous-ness, 7.

abuse 3

ab-sten-tion (ab sten’shon), n. act of
abstaining; abstinence. —ab-sten’tious,
adj.

ab-sti-nence (ab’sto nons), n. 1 partly
or entirely giving up certain pleasures,
food, drink, etc.; abstention. 2 act or
practice of refraining (from); absten-
tion: abstinence from smoking, sexual
abstinence.
total abstinence, a refraining from the
use of any alcoholic liquor. —ab/sti-
nent, adj. —ab'sti-nent-ly, adv.

ab-stract (adj. ab’strakt, ab strakt’; v.
ab strakt’ for 1, 3, 4, ab’strakt for 2; n.
ab’strakt), adj. 1 thought of apart from
any particular object or real thing; not
concrete: an abstract number. 2 express-
ing a quality that is thought of apart
from any particular object or real thing:
“goodness” is an abstract noun. 3 ideal;
theoretical. 4 hard to understand; dif-
ficult. 5 not representing anything mate-
rial or concrete: abstract paintings. —v. 1
think of (a quality) apart from a particu-
lar object or real thing having that qual-
ity. 2 make an abstract of; summarize.
3 remove, esp. dishonestly. 4 withdraw
attention; preoccupy; disengage. —n. a
short statement giving the main ideas of
an article, book, etc.; summary.
in the abstract, in theory rather than
in practice. [< L abstractus < ab- away
+ trahere draw] —ab-stract’er, n.
—ab/’stract-ly, adv. —ab’stract-ness, n

ab-stract-ed (ab strak’tid), adj. absent-
minded; preoccupied; inattentive. —ab-
stract’ed-ly, adv. —ab-stract’ed-ness, 1.

abstract expressionism, style of painting
that expresses emotions rather than the
concrete. —abstract expressionist, 7.

ab-strac-tion (ab strak’shon), n. 1 idea of
a quality thought of apart from any par-
ticular object or real thing having that
quality. 2 formation of such an idea. 3
removal. 4 absent-mindedness. 5 a work
of abstract art.

ab-struse (ab striis’), adj. hard to under-
stand; profound; recondite. [< L abstrusus
< ab- away + trudere thrust] —ab-
struse’ly, adv. —ab-struse’ness, 7.

ab-surd (ab sérd’; -zérd’), adj. plainly
not true or sensible; foolish; ridiculous.
[< L absurdus out of tune, senseless]
—ab-surd'ly, adv. —ab-surd'ness, n.

ab-surd-i-ty (ab sér’des ti; -zér'-), n., pl
~ties. 1 something absurd. 2 an absurd
quality or condition; folly.

a-bun-dance (2 bun’dans), n. great plenty;
full supply; profusion. [< OF < L. See
ABOUND.]|

a-bun-dant (o bun’dent), adj. more than
enough; very plentiful. —a-bun’dant-
ly, adv.

a-buse (v. 2 buz’; n. abus’), v., a-bused, a-
bus-ing, n. —v. 1 put to a wrong or bad
use; misuse: abuse a privilege. 2 treat
badly; mistreat; maltreat: abuse a child.
3 use harsh and insulting language to;
revile. —n. 1 a wrong or improper use.
2 harsh or severe treatment of a person.



4 abusive

3 harsh and insulting language. 4 a
corrupt practice or custom. [< F
< L abusus < ab- away + uti use]
—a-bus’er, n.

a-bu-sive (o ba'siv; -ziv), adj. 1 using
harsh or insulting language. 2 contain-
ing abuse. —a-bu’sive:ly, adv. —a-bu’-
sive-ness, 7.

a-but (o but’), v, a-but-ted, a-but-ting.
1 touch at one end or edge; end (on or
against): our house abuts on the street. 2
join at a boundary; border (on or upon):
his land abuts upon mine. [< OF]

a-but-ment (o but'mont), n. 1 a support
for an arch or bridge. 2 the point or
place where the support joins the thing
supported.

a-but-ting (s but’ing), adj. adjacent.

a-buzz (s buz’), adj., adv. 1 filled with
sounds of buzzing. 2 active; busy.

a-bysm (o biz’om), n. an abyss. [< OF
abisme)

a-bys-mal (s biz’'mal), adj. 1 too deep to
be measured; bottomless. 2 of very bad
quality. 3 of or pertaining to the deepest
parts of the ocean. —a-bys’mal-ly, adv.

a-byss (o bis’), n. 1 abottomless or immea-
surably deep space; chasm. 2 the lowest
depths of anything, esp. the ocean. 3 fig.
anything too great to be measured. [< L
< Gk, < a- without + byssos bottom]

Ab-ys-sin-i-a (ab’s sin’i2), n. Ethiopia.
—Ab ys-sin’i-an, adj., n.

ac- prefix. form of ad-.

Ac, actinium.

A.C,, a.c., alternating current.

a-ca-cia (o ka’shs), n. 1 any of a genus
of trees native to warm regions, several
species of which yield gum arabic. 2 the
locust tree of North America. [< L <Gk.
akakia a thorny Egyptian tree]

ac-a-dem-ic (ak’s dem'ik), adj. 1 of or
having to do with schools, colleges, and
their studies. 2 concerned with general
rather than commercial, technical, or
professional education. 3 scholarly. 4
theoretical. 5 following rules and tradi-
tions; formal. —n. student or teacher;
scholar. —ac’a-dem’i-cal, adj. —ac’a-
dem’i-cal-ly, adv.

academic freedom, 1 freedom of a
teacher to teach and explore contro-
versial subjects without fear of interfer-
ence or loss of position or standing. 2
freedom of an educational institution
to set academic standards and curricu-
lum without interference, esp. from a
government.

a-cad-e-mi-cian (o kad's mish’on; ak’-
ade-), n. 1 member of a society for
encouraging literature, science, or art. 2
student or teacher.

a-cad-e-my (o kad’sa mi), n., pl. -mies. 1
high school, esp. a private high school. 2
school for instruction in a particular art
or science: a military academy. 3 society
of authors, scholars, scientists, artists,
etc., for encouraging literature, science,
or art. [< L < Gk. Akademeia the grove
where Plato taught]

A-ca-di-a (9 ka’di o), n. a former French
territory in SE Canada. —A-ca’di-an,
n., adj.

a-can-thus (o kan’thas), n., pl. -thus-es,
~thi (-thi). 1 a prickly plant with large,
toothed leaves that grows in Mediter-
ranean regions. 2 an architectural orna-
ment imitating these leaves. [< L < Gk,
< ake thorn]

a cap-pel-la (4" ko pel’s), without instru-
mental accompaniment. [< Ital., in the
manner of chapel (music)]

acc., 1 account. 2 accusative.

ac-cede (ak seéd’), v., —ced-ed, —ced-ing. 1
give consent (to); agree: please accede to
my request. 2 become a party (to): our
government acceded to the treaty. 3 attain
(to an office or dignity); come (to): the
king’s oldest son acceded to the throne.
[< L, < ad- to + cedere come] —ac-ced’-
ence, n. —ac-ced’er, n

ac-cel-er-an-do (ak sel ‘or an’do), adv., adj.
Music. gradually increasing in speed.
[< Ital.]

ac-cel-er-ate (ak sel’sr at), v., —at-ed, -at-
ing. 1 go or cause to go faster. 2 cause
to happen sooner; hasten. 3 change the
speed or velocity of (a moving object).
[< L, < ad- + celer swift] —ac-cel’er-
a’tive, adj.

ac-cel-er-a-tion (ak sel’or a’shon), n. 1
an accelerating or being accelerated.
2 change in velocity, either a gradual
increase (positive acceleration) or de-
crease (negative acceleration). 3 rate of
change in the velocity of a moving body.

ac-cel-er-a-tor (ak sel’ar a’tar), n. 1 thing
that accelerates. 2 device or pedal that
controls the speed of the engine in a
vehicle. 3 cyclotron.

ac-cent (n. ak’sent; v. ak’sent, ak sent’),
n. 1 special force or emphasis given
to a syllable or a word in pronounc-
ing it. 2 mark to indicate special force
or emphasis of pronunciation. 3 char-
acteristic manner of pronunciation: a
foreign accent. 4 accents, tone of voice:
in soothing accents. 5 distinctive char-
acter or quality: accent on grammar. 6
emphasis on or approval of: an accent
on good taste. 7 mark to indicate vowel
quality in foreign languages, as acute (),
grave ("), or circumflex (*). 8 emphasis
on certain words or syllables in a line of
poetry to give them rhythm. 9 emphasis
on certain notes or chords. 10 mark
used with numbers showing: a minutes
or seconds of a degree. b feet, inches,
or lines. ¢ prime, double prime, etc. 11
light or color used to emphasize some-
thing in a picture, photograph, etc. —v.
1 pronounce or mark with an accent.
2 emphasize; accentuate. [< L accentus
< ad- to + canere sing]

ac-cen-tu-al (ak sen’chual), adj. 1 of or
formed by accent. 2 (of poetry) using
stress instead of quantity. —ac-cen’tu-
al-ly, adv.

ac-cen-tu-ate (ak sen’chu at), v, -at-
ed, -at-ing. 1 emphasize. 2 pronounce

or mark with an accent. —ac-cen’tu-
a’tion, n.

ac-cept (aksept’), v. 1 take or receive
(something offered): accept a gift. 2
agree to; consent to; accede: accept a
proposal. 3 take as true or satisfactory;
believe; acknowledge: accept an excuse.
4 receive with favor; approve: Einstein’s
theory was widely accepted. 5 undertake
as a responsibility; assume: accept a
position as cashier. 6 sign and promise
to pay: accept a note. [< L acceptare
< ad- to + capere take] —ac-cept’er, esp.
in Com., ac-cep’tor, n.

ac-cept-a-ble (ak sep’to bal), adj. worth
accepting; satisfactory; agreeable; wel-
come. —ac-cept a-bil'i-ty, ac-cept’a-ble-
ness, n. —ac-cept’a-bly, adv.

ac-cept-ance (ak sep’tons), n. 1 act of
accepting. 2 state of being accepted;
favorable reception; approval. 3 a agree-
ment as to terms, esp. to pay a draft or
bill of exchange when it is due. b the
draft or bill itself.

ac-cep-ta-tion (ak'sep ta’shon), n. 1 usual
meaning; generally accepted meaning. 2
acceptance.

ac-cess (ak’ses), n. 1 right to approach,
enter, or use; admission: access to the
library. 2 condition of being easy or
hard to reach: access to the mountain
town was difficult. 3 way or means of
approach: access to powerful men. 4 an
attack (of disease). 5 outburst (of anger).
6 increase. —v. reach or gain access to:
easy to access your data files. [< L acces-
sus < ad- to + cedere come]

ac-ces-sa-ry (ak ses’s ri), n., pl. -ries, adj.
Esp. Law. accessory. —ac-ces’sa-ri-ly,
adv. —ac-ces’sa-ri-ness, n

ac-ces-si-ble (ak ses’s bal), adj. 1 that can
be entered or reached; approachable. 2
easy to get at; easy to reach. 3 that can
be obtained; available.
accessible to, capable of being influ-
enced by; susceptible.; susceptible. —ac-
ces 'si-bil’i-ty, n. —ac-ces’si-bly, adv.

ac-ces-sion (ak sesh’an), . 1 act of attain-
ing to a right, office, etc.; attainment. 2
a yielding or agreeing (to a plan, opin-
ion, demand, etc.); consent; assent. 3 an
increase; addition. 4 thing added. —ac-
ces’sion-al, adj.

ac-ces-so-ry (ak ses’s ri), n., pl. -ries, adj.
—n. 1 an extra thing added to help some-
thing of more importance; subordinate
part or detail. 2 person who encourages
or helps someone commit an offense
against the law, without being present
at the time of the offense; accomplice.
—adj. 1 helping something more impor-
tant; subsidiary. 2 Law. giving aid as an
accessory. Also, esp. Law, accessary.
accessory after the fact, person who
shields the offender after the commis-
sion of an offense.
accessory before the fact, person
who encourages someone to commit
an offense. —ac-ces’so-ri-ly, adv. —ac-
ces’so-ri-ness, 7.



ac-ci-dence (ak’sa dons), n. part of gram-
mar dealing with word order and those
changes in words that show case, num-
ber, tense, etc.

ac-ci-dent (ak’so dont), n. 1 an undesir-
able or unfortunate chance happening:
an automobile accident. 2 an unexpected
or unintentional happening: their meet-
ing was an accident. 3 a nonessential.
by accident, by chance; without being
planned or anticipated. [< L accidens <
ad- to + cadere fall]

ac-ci-den-tal (ak’so den’tal), adj. 1 hap-
pening by chance; unexpected; fortu-
itous; unintentional. 2 nonessential;
incidental. 3 Music. of or having to do
with an accidental. —n. Music. a sign
used to show a change of pitch after
the key signature and before the note
to be changed. —ac’ci-den’tal-ly, adv.
—ac ci-den’tal-ness, n.

ac-ci-dent-prone (ak’ss dont pron’), adj.
tending to have accidents.

ac-claim (o klam’), v. 1 show satisfaction
and approval of by words or sounds;
applaud. 2 announce with signs of
approval; hail. —n. shout or show of
approval; applause [ < L, < ad- to + cla-
mare cry out] —ac-claim’er, n

ac-cla-ma-tion (ak’lo ma’shon), n. 1
shout of approval by a crowd; applause.
2 oral vote.

ac-cli-mate (o kli’mit; ak’lo mat), v,
-mated, -mat-ing. accustom or become
accustomed to a new climate or to new
conditions. [< F acclimater. See cLI-
MATE.] —ac-cli'ma-ta-ble adj. —ac’cli-
ma’tion .

ac-cli-ma-tize (s kli'mo tiz), v., -tized,
-tizing. acclimate. —ac-cli'ma-tiz’a-ble,
adj. —ac-cli’'ma-ti-za'tion, n

ac-cliv-i-ty (o kliv'a ti), n., pl. -ties. an
upward slope, as of ground. [< L, < ad-
toward + clivus rising ground]

ac-co-lade (ak’slad’; -1ad’), n. 1 honor;
praise. 2 a ceremony used in making
a man a knight. [< F < Pg. acolada an
embrace about the neck < L ad- to +
collum neck]

ac-com-mo-date (o kom’s dat), v.,, —-dat-
ed, -dat-ing. 1 have room for; hold
comfortably. 2 do a kindness or favor
to; oblige. 3 furnish with lodging and
sometimes with food as well. 4 supply;
furnish; equip. 5 provide (a person)
with (a loan of) money. 6 make fit; make
suitable. 7 reconcile; adjust. [< L, < ad- +
com- with + modus measure] —ac-
com’mo-da "tor, n

ac-com-mo-dat-ing (o kom’s dat"ing), adj.
obliging. —ac-com’mo-dat "ingly, adv.

ac-com-mo-da-tion (o kom ‘s da’shon),
n. 1 anything that helps; favor; conve-
nience. 2 accomodations, pl. lodging
and sometimes food as well: the hotel
has accommodations for one hundred. 3
loan. 4 willingness to help out. 5 adjust-
ment; adaptation. 6 settlement of differ-
ences; reconciliation.

ac-com-mo-da-tive (o kom's da’tiv), adj.
obliging. —ac-com’mo-dative-ness, .

ac-com-pa-ni-ment (5 kum’ps ni mont),
n. 1 something incidental that goes
along with something else. 2 supple-
mentary instrumental or vocal music
that supports or enriches a vocal or
instrumental solo.

ac-com-pa-nist (o kum’ps nist), n. per-
son who plays an instrumental
accompaniment.

ac-com-pa-ny (o kum’pe ni), v., -nied,
-ny-ing. 1 go along with; escort: accom-
pany a friend on a walk. 2 be or happen
in connection with: fire is accompanied
by heat. 3 cause to be attended by;
supplement (with) : accompany a speech
with gestures. 4 play or sing a musi-
cal accompaniment. [< F accompagner
< a to + compagne COMPANION]| —ac-
com’pa-ni-er, 1.

ac-com-plice (o kom'plis), n. person who
aids another in committing an unlawful
act. [earlier a complice a confederate
< F complice < L, < com~- together with
+ plicare fold]

ac-com-plish (s kom’plish), v. 1 succeed
in completing; carry out; fulfill: accom-
plish a purpose. 2 finish; actually do;
achieve: accomplish nothing. [< OF < LL,
< ad- + complere fill up] —ac-com’plish-
a-ble, adj. —ac-com’plish-er, n.

ac-com-plished (o kom’plisht), adj. 1
done; carried out; completed. 2 expert;
skilled. 3 skilled in social arts and
graces.

ac-com-plish-ment (s kom’plish mant),
n. 1 an accomplishing or being accom-
plished; completion. 2 thing accom-
plished; achievement; attainment. 3 skill
in some social art or grace: good man-
ners are a desirable accomplishment.

ac-cord (o kord’), v. 1 be in harmony;
agree; correspond: his report accords
with yours. 2 grant; award: accord the
boy praise for good work. —n. 1 agree-
ment; harmony: opinions in accord. 2 an
informal agreement between nations. 3
harmony of color, pitch, or tone.
of one’s own accord, without being
asked.
with one accord, all together. [< OF <
VL acchordare bring into harmony < L
ad- to + chorda string] —ac-cord’a-ble,
adj. —ac-cord’er, n.

ac-cord-ance (2 kor'dens), n. agreement;
harmony: in accordance with the plan.

ac-cord-ant (o kor’dent), adj. agreeing; in
harmony. —ac-cord’ant-ly, adv.

ac-cord-ing (o kor’ding), adv. accord-
ingly.
according as, in proportion as; accord-
ingly. —adj. in harmony.
according to, a in agreement with:
according to his promise. b in proportion
to: spend according to your income. ¢ on
the authority of: according to this book.

ac-cord-ing-ly (o kor'dingli), adv. 1 in
agreement with something that has
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been stated; suitably. 2 for this reason;
therefore.

ac-cor-di-on (o kor’dien), n. a portable
musical wind instrument with a bellows,
metallic reeds, and keys. —adj. having
folds like the bellows of an accordion.
[< G < Ital. accordare harmonize] —ac-
cor'di-on-ist, n.

ac-cost (o kost'; o kost’), v. approach and
speak to first; address; greet. [< F < Ital.
< LL, < L ad- to + costa side, rib]

ac-couche-ment (o kiish'mont;  Fr.
4 kiish miN’), n. confinement for child-
birth; lying-in. [< F]

ac-count (s kount’), n. 1 detailed or
explanatory statement; report; descrip-
tion: please give an account of your
trip; I need an account of your actions.
2 worth; significance: a report of little
account. 3 statement of money received
and paid out. 4 a record of business
dealings between a bank and a deposi-
tor. 5 a periodic record of purchases for
which a customer is billed. —v. 1 give
a statement of money received or paid
out. 2 hold to be; consider: Solomon was
accounted wise.
account for, a give a reason for; explain.
b answer for.
call to account, a demand an explana-
tion. b scold; reprimand.
for one’s account, for ones sake; on
one’s account.
of no account, of no importance or
value.
on account, as part payment.
on account of, a because of. b for the
sake of.
on any account, for any reason.
on one’s account, for one’s sake.
on one’s own account, for one’s own
purpose; at one’s own risk.
take account of, a make allowance for;
consider. b make a note of note.
turn to account, get profit or advantage
from. [< OF aconter count up < LL, <L
ad- + computare compute]

ac-count-a-ble (o koun’ts bal), adj. 1
responsible. 2 explainable. —ac-count "a-
bil'i-ty, ac-count’a-ble-ness, n. —ac-
count’a-bly, adv.

ac-count-an-cy (o koun’tensi), n. the
examining or keeping of business
accounts.

ac-count-ant (o koun’tent), n. person
who examines or manages business
accounts.

ac-count-ing (2 koun’ting), n. theory or
system of keeping, analyzing, and inter-
preting business accounts.

ac-cou-ter, esp. Brit. ac-cou-tre (o kii'tor),
v., —tered, —ter-ing; —tred, —tring. outfit
or equip; array. [< F accoutrer]

ac-cou-ter-ments (o kit"tor monts), #. pl. 1
personal equipment; outfit. 2 a soldier’s
equipment with the exception of his
weapons and clothing.

Ac-cra (s krd’), n. seaport in W Africa,
capital of Ghana.
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ac-cred-it (s kred'it), v. 1 give (a person)
credit (for something); credit; attribute:
accredit her with kindness. 2 send or
provide with credentials: accredited to
be our ambassador to the UN. 3 rec-
ognize as meeting an official standard:
an accredited high school. 4 consider (a
thing) as belonging or due (to a person):
we accredit the invention of the telephone
to Bell. 5 accept as worth believing; trust:
accredited as an authority in mathemat-
ics. 6 give authority to; authorize. [< F
accréditer]

ac-cre-tion (9 kré’shon), n. 1 growth in
size. 2 a growing together of separate
things. 3 an increase in size by natural
growth or gradual external addition. 4
thing added; addition. 5 a whole that
results from such growths or additions.
—ac-cre'tive, adj.

ac-cru-al (o krit’al), n. 1 an accruing. 2
amount accrued or accruing.

ac-crue (o krit’), v, —crued, —cru-ing. 1
grow or come about as a result of invest-
ment. 2 come as a natural product or
result. [< F < L, < ad- to + crescere grow]
—ac-crue’'ment, n.

acct., 1 account. 2 accountant.

ac-cu-mu-late (o ka'myo lat), v, -lat-ed,
-lat-ing. 1 collect or heap up little by
little; amass: accumulate a fortune. 2
grow into a heap or mass; accrue. [< L,
< ad- up + cumulus heap] —ac-cu’'mu-
la tor, n.

ac-cu-mu-la-tion (s ki’'mys la’s hon), n.
1 gradual collection. 2 material col-
lected; mass.

ac-cu-mu-la-tive (o ki'mys lativ; -lo tiv),
adj. tending to accumulate; collective.
—ac-cu’'mu-la tive-ly, adv. —ac-cu’'mu-
la’tive-ness, n.

ac-cu-ra-cy (ak’yorssi), n. condition of
being without errors or mistakes; cor-
rectness.

ac-cu-rate (ak’yorit), adj. 1 making
few or no errors; precise: an accurate
observer. 2 without errors or mistakes;
exact: accurate measure. [< L, < ad- to +
cura care] —ac’cu-rate-ly, adv. —ac’cu-
rate-ness, 1.

ac-curs-ed (o kér’sid; o kerst’), ac-curst
(s kérst’), adj. 1 annoying and detest-
able; abominable. 2 under a curse. —ac-
curs’ed-ly adv.

accus., accusative.

ac-cu-sa-tion (ak’'yuza’shon), n. 1 a
charge of wrongdoing. 2 the offense
charged. 3 act of accusing.

ac-cu-sa-tive (o ki'za tiv), n. 1 the objec-
tive case. 2 word used as an object of
a verb or preposition. —adj. showing
the direct object; objective. —ac-cu’sa-
tive-ly, adv.

ac-cu-sa-to-ry (o ki'zo to'ri; -to6'-), adj.
containing an accusation; accusing.

ac-cuse (o kaz’), v, -cused, —cus-ing. 1
charge with some crime, offense, etc;
arraign. 2 find fault with; blame. [< OF
< L accusare < ad- to + causa cause]
—ac-cus’er, n. —ac-cus’ing:ly, adv.

ac-cus-tom (o kus’tom), v. make familiar
by use or habit; get used; habituate.
[< OF acostumer]

ac-cus-tomed (o kus'tomd), adj. usual;
customary. —ac-cus’tomed-ness, 7

ace (as), n. 1 a playing card, domino, or
side of a die having a single spot. 2 a
single spot. 3 a point won by a single
stroke in tennis and certain other games.
4 an expert. 5 a combat pilot who has
shot down five or more enemy planes.
—adj. of great skill; expert. —v. aced,
acing. 1 serve an ace to an opponent,
esp. in tennis. 2 do extremely well on a
test, in a class, etc. [< OF as < L, smallest
unit (of coinage, measure, etc.)]

a-cer-bi-ty (o sér’bati), n., pl. -ties. 1
sharpness of taste; sourness. 2 harshness
of manner; severity. [<F <L, < acerbus
bitter]

ac-e-tab-u-lum (as’a tab’ys lom), n.,
pl. -la (-15). 1 the hip socket. 2 any
cup-shaped structure. [<L, cup-shaped
holder for vinegar, < acetum vinegar]
—ac e-tab’u-lar, adj.

ac-et-an-i-lide, ac-et-an-i-lid, (as’otan’-
9 lid; -2 1id), n. a white, crystalline drug,
C,HNO, used in medicines to relieve
pain and lessen fever.

ac-e-tate (as’s tat), n. 1 any salt or ester
of acetic acid. 2 any synthetic resins
or fibers made from cellulose acetate.
—ac’e-tat"ed, adj.

a-ce-tic (o sé’tik; o set’ik), adj. of or
derived from vinegar or acetic acid.
[< L acetum vinegar]

acetic acid, a very sour, colorless acid,
CH,COOH, present in vinegar.

a-cet-i-fy (o set’s fi), v, -fied, -fy-ing.
turn into vinegar. —a-cet ‘i-fi-ca’tion, n

ac-e-tone (as’s ton), . a colorless, volatile,
inflammable liquid, CH,-CO-, used as a
solvent and in making varnishes, etc.

ac-e-tyl-cho-line (as’o til ko'lén; -lin),
n. chemical compound that transmits
nerve impulses.

a-cet-y-lene (o set’s lén; -lin), n. a color-
less gas, C,H,, that burns with a bright
light and very hot flame, used for light-
ing and, combined with oxygen, for
welding metals.

ac-e-tyl-sal-i-cyl-ic acid
a sil'ik; o sé’tal-), aspirin.

A-chae-a (o ké’s), n. country in ancient
Greece, in the S part. —A-chae’an,
adj., n.

ache (ak), v.,, ached, ach-ing, n. —v. 1 be in
continued pain; hurt. 2 Collog. wish very
much; long; yearn. —n. a dull, steady
pain. [OE acan] —ach’ing:ly, adv.

a-chene (akén’), n. any small, dry, hard
fruit consisting of one seed with a thin
outer covering that does not burst when
ripe. Also, akene. [< NL < Gk, < a- not
+ chainein gape; because it ripens with-
out bursting]

Ach-er-on (ak’ar on), n. 1 river in Hades.
2 the lower world; Hades.

a-chieve (o chév’), v, a-chieved, a-chiev-
ing. 1 bring to a successful end; accom-

(as’o til sal’-

plish; finish; complete: achieve one’s
purpose. 2 get by effort; gain; attain:
achieve distinction. [< OF, < (venir) a
chief (come) to a head] —a-chiev’a-ble,
adj. —a-chiev’er, n.

a-chieve-ment (o chév'mont), n. 1 thing
achieved; accomplishment. 2 act of
achieving.

A-chil-les (s kil’éz), n. legendary hero
of the Greeks at the siege of Troy. No
weapon could injure Achilles anywhere,
except in the heel. —Ach'il-le’an, adj.

Achilles heel, weak or vulnerable point.

Achilles tendon, tendon at the back of
the leg.

ach-ro-mat-ic (ak 'ro mat’ik), adj. 1 trans-
mitting white light without breaking it
up into the colors of the spectrum. 2
colorless. [< Gk., < a- without + chroma
color] —ach "ro-mat’i-cal-ly, adv.

ac-id (as’id), n. 1 compound that yields
hydrogen ions when dissolved in water,
usually reacts with a base to form salt
and water, and turns blue litmus paper
red. 2 substance having a sour taste. 3 =
LSD. —adj. 1 of or having the properties
of an acid. 2 sour; sharp; biting in taste
or manner. [< L acidus sour] —ac'id-ly,
adv. —ac'id-ness. n.

a-cid-ic (o sid’ik), adj. forming acid.

a-cid-i-fy (osid’s fi), v, -fied, -fy-ing.
1 make or become sour. 2 change into
an acid. —a-cidi-fi-ca’tion, n. —a-cid'i-
fi'er, n.

a-cid-i-ty (osid’ati), n., pl -ties. acid
quality or condition; sourness.

ac-i-do-sis (as s do’sis), n. a harmful con-
dition in which the blood and tissues are
less alkaline than is normal.

acid rain, rain that contains acidic pol-
lutants.

acid rock, rock music with a beat and
words that suggest drug-induced expe-
riences.

acid test, a thorough test.

a-cid-u-late (osij’s lat), v, -lat-ed, -lat-
ing. make slightly acid or sour. —a-
cid "u-la’tion, n.

a-cid-u-lous (5 sij’s los), adj. slightly acid
or sour. —a-cid’'u-lous-ly, adv. —a-
cid’u-lous-ness, 7.

ack-ack (ak’ak’), n. anti-aircraft fire.
[British radio operator’s code word for
AA (anti-aircraft)]

ac-knowl-edge (ak nol'ij), v. -edged,
-edg-ing. 1 admit to be true; concede.
2 recognize the authority or claims of;
accept. 3 express appreciation of (a gift,
favor, etc.). 4 make known the receipt
of: acknowledge a letter. 5 recognize
or certify in legal form: acknowledge
a deed. [blend of obs. acknow admit +
knowledge, v., admit] —ac-knowl’edge-
a-ble, adj. —ac-knowl’edged-ly, adv.
—ac-knowl’edg-er, 1.

ac-knowl-edg-ment, ac-knowl-edge-
ment (ak nol’ij mont), n. 1 thing given
or done to show that one has received a
gift, favor, message, etc. 2 act of admit-
ting the existence or truth of anything;



admission. 3 recognition of author-
ity or claims; acceptance. 4 expression
of thanks. 5 official certificate in legal
form.

ac-me (ak’'mé), n. the highest point; apex.
[< Gk. akme point]

ac-ne (ak’'né), n. a skin disease in which
the oil glands in the skin become clogged
and inflamed, often causing pimples.
[?< Gk. akme point]

ac-o-lyte (ak’s Iit), n. 1 altar boy. 2 person
ordained to a minor order in the Roman
Catholic Church. 3 attendant; assistant;
follower. [< Med.L < Gk. akolouthos
follower]

ac-o-nite (ak’s nit), n. 1 any of a genus
of poisonous plants, with blue, purple,
or yellow flowers shaped like hoods,
including wolf’s-bane and monkshood.
2 drug used to relieve inflammation and
pain, obtained from one of these plants.
[< F < L < Gk. akoniton]

a-corn (a’korn; a’korn), n. the nut, or
fruit, of an oak tree. [OE cecern]

a-cous-tic (o kiis"tik), a-cous-ti-cal
(-to kal), adj. 1 having to do with the
sense or the organs of hearing. 2 hav-
ing to do with the science of sound. 3
acted on or directed by sound waves: an
acoustic mine. 4 produced on a musical
instrument without amplification. [< F
< Gk. akoustikos having to do with
hearing < akouein hear] —a-cous’ti-
cal-ly, adv.

a-cous-tics (akiis'tiks), n. 1 (pl. in use) the
qualities of a room, hall, auditorium,
etc., that determine how well sounds can
be heard in it; acoustic qualities. 2 (sing.
in use) science of sound.

ac-quaint (o kwant’), v. 1 inform; tell:
acquaint him with your intention. 2
make more or less familiar; familiarize:
acquaint oneself with the facts.

be acquainted with, have personal
knowledge of: he is acquainted with my
father. [< OF acointer < LL, < L ad- to +
cognitus known < com with + gnoscere
come to know]

ac-quaint-ance (o kwan’tons), n. 1 person
known to one, but not a close friend. 2
knowledge of persons or things gained
from experience with them. —ac-
quaint’ance-ship, 7.

ac-qui-esce (ak'wies’), v., —esced, —esc-
ing. give consent by keeping silent; sub-
mit quietly: we acquiesced in their plan.
[< F <L, < ad- to + quiescere to rest]
—ac’qui-esc’ing:ly, adv.

ac-qui-es-cence (ak'wi es’ans), n. consent
without making objections; submitting
quietly.

ac-qui-es-cent (ak ‘wi es’ant), adj. submit-
ting with apparent consent. —ac’qui-
es’cent:ly, adv.

ac-quire (5 kwir’), v,, —~quired, —quir-ing.
1 receive or get as one’s own; obtain:
acquire land. 2 get by one’s own efforts
or actions; gain: acquire an education.
[< L, < ad- to + quaerere seek] —ac-
quir’a-ble, adj. —ac-quir’er, n.

ac-quire-ment (o kwir'ment), n. 1 act
of acquiring. 2 something acquired;
attainment.

ac-qui-si-tion (ak'we zish’an), n. 1 act of
acquiring. 2 thing acquired.

ac-quis-i-tive (2 kwiz's tiv), adj. fond of
acquiring; likely to get and keep. —ac-
quis’i-tive-ly, adv. —ac-quis’i-tive-
ness, 1.

ac-quit (o kwit’), v, —quit-ted, —quit-ting.
1 declare (a person) not guilty (of an
offense); exonerate. 2 set free (from a
duty, an obligation, etc.); release. 3 pay
off or settle (a debt, claim, etc.).
acquit oneself, conduct oneself; behave:
the soldiers acquitted themselves well in
battle. [< OF, < a- + quitte free < L qui-
etus quiet] —ac-quit’ter, n

ac-quit-tal (o kwit’al), n. 1 a setting free
by declaring not guilty; discharge;
release. 2 performance (of a duty, obli-
gation, etc.).

ac-quit-tance (o kwit’ans), n. 1 release
from a debt or obligation. 2 payment of
a debt. 3 a written acknowledgment.

a-cre (a'kar), n. 1 a measure of land, 160
square rods or 43,560 square feet. 2
acres, lands; property. [OE cecer field]

A-cre (d'’ker; a'ker), n. seaport in NW
Israel, important during the Crusades.

a-cre-age (a’ker ij), n. 1 number of acres. 2
piece of land sold by the acre.

ac-rid (ak'rid), adj. 1 sharp or stinging
to the nose, mouth, or skin. 2 sharp or
irritating in manner. [< L acer sharp]
—a-crid’i-ty, ac’rid-ness, n. —ac'rid-
ly, adv.

ac-ri-mo-ni-ous (ak’ro mo’nies), adj.
caustic and stinging; bitter. —ac’ri-
mo'ni-ous-ly, adv. —ac’ri-mo’ni-ous-
ness, 1.

ac-ri-mo-ny (ak’ro mo'ni), n., pl. -nies.
sharpness or bitterness in temper, lan-
guage, or manner. [< L acrimonia < acer
sharp]

ac-ro-bat (ak’rs bat), . 1 person who can
perform on a trapeze, a tightrope, etc. 2
skillful, daring, nimble performer. [< F
< Gk, < akros tip (of the toes) + —batos
going| —ac ‘ro-bat’ic, adj. —ac’ro-bat’i-
cally, adv.

ac-ro-bat-ics (ak ‘ra bat’iks), n. pl. 1 gym-
nastic feats. 2 feats like those of an
acrobat.

ac-ro-gen (ak'rs jon), n. Bot. plant grow-
ing only at the apex, such as the ferns
and mosses. [< Gk. akros tip + —genes
born] —ac’ro-gen’ic, a-crog’e-nous,
adj. —a-crog’e-nous-ly, adv.

acro-meg-a-ly (ak’'ro meg’s li), n. a dis-
ease in which the head, hands, and feet
become permanently enlarged. [ <E
< Gk. akros tip + megas big] —ac ro-
me-gal'ic, adj.

ac-ro-nym (ak’re nim), n. word formed
from the first letters or syllables of other
words, as NAFTA. [< Gk. akros tip +
onyma name]

a-crop-o-lis (o krop’s lis), n. the high, for-
tified part of an ancient Greek city, esp.
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the Acropolis of Athens. [< Gk, < akros
highest part of + polis city]

a-cross (9 kros’; o kros’), prep. 1 from side
to side of; over: across a river. 2 beyond:
across the sea. 3 into contact with: come
across a new word. —adv. from one side
to the other: the distance across?
across the board, without any excep-
tions.
come across, a pay up; hand over. b own
up; admit.

a-cros-tic (o kros'tik; o kros’-), n. 1 com-
position in verse or an arrangement of
words in which the first, last, or certain
other letters of each line, taken in order,
spell a word or phrase. 2 puzzle having
acrostic clues to its solution. —adj. of or
forming an acrostic. [< L < Gk, < akros
tip + stichos row] —a-cros’ti-cal-ly, adv.

a-cryl-ic (o kril’ik), n. 1 acrylic resin.
2 acrylic paint. 3 painting done with
acrylic paint. —adj. of acrylic.

ac-ry-lo-ni-trile (ak 'ro 16 ni'tral), n. a col-
orless inflammable, poisonous liquid,
C,H,N, used in synthetic rubber, fab-
rics, plastics, etc.

act (akt), n. 1 thing done; deed: an act of
kindness. 2 process of doing: in the act
of stealing. 3 a main division of a play or
opera. 4 one of several performances on
a program. 5 a law: an act of Congress.
—v. 1 put forth effort: act at once. 2 per-
form specific duties. 3 behave: act tired.
4 have an effect: yeast acts on dough.
5 play a part; perform in a theater.
act as or for, take the place of.
act up, a behave badly. b make mis-
chief.
get one’s act together, get oneself orga-
nized. [< L actus a doing and actum
(thing) done < agere do] —act’a-ble, adj.

ACT, American College Testing
Program.

ACTH, n. a hormone of the pituitary
gland, used in treating arthritis, rheu-
matic fever, etc.

ac-tin (ak’ton), n. hormone involved in
muscle contraction.

act-ing (ak’ting), adj. 1 temporarily tak-
ing another’s place; substitute. 2 that
acts or functions. 3 arranged for the use
of actors.

ac-tin-ic (ak tin’ik), adj. 1 of actinism. 2
producing chemical changes by radia-
tion. [< Gk. aktis ray]

ac-tin-ism (ak’ton iz am), n. property in
light that causes chemical changes.

ac-tin-i-um (ak tin’i om), n. a radioactive
chemical element, Ac, somewhat like
radium, found in pitchblende.

ac-ti-no-zo-an (ak’tonazo’on), n. =
anthozoan.

ac-tion (ak’shan), n. 1 process of acting:
a machine in action. 2 thing done; act. 3
way of moving or working; movement.
4 a minor battle or combat between
military forces. 5 a lawsuit.
actions, conduct; behavior.
take action, a become active. b start
working. ¢ Also, bring action, start
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a lawsuit. [< F < L actio. See AcCT.]
—ac'tion-less, adj.

ac-tion-a-ble (ak’shan o bal), adj. justify-
ing a lawsuit. —ac’tion-a-bly, adv.

ac-ti-vate (ak’to vat), v, -vat-ed, -vat-
ing. 1 make active. 2 make radioactive. 3
make capable of reacting or of speeding
up a chemical reaction. 4 purify (sew-
age) by treating it with air and bacteria.
—acti-va’tion, n. —ac’ti-va "tor, n.

ac-tive (ak'tiv), adj. 1 acting; working: an
active volcano. 2 moving rather quickly;
lively; nimble. 3 showing much or con-
stant action; vigorous: an active market.
4 real; effective: take an active part. 5
causing action or change. 6 showing the
subject of a verb as acting. In “He broke
the window;” broke is in the active voice.
—n. the active voice. [< F < L activus.
See AcT.] —ac'tively, adv. —ac’tive-
ness, 1.

active duty or service, 1 military service
with full pay and regular duties. 2 ser-
vice in the armed forces in time of war.

ac-tiviism (ak to viz’am), n. policy or
practice of personal involvement in
activities that advance one’s own politi-
cal or philosophical beliefs. —ac'tiv-
ist, n., adj.

ac-tiv-i-ty (ak tiv's ti), n., pl. —ties. 1 state
of being active: mental activity. 2 action;
doing: the activities of enemy spies. 3
vigorous action; liveliness: no activity
in the market. 4 thing to do; sphere
of action: outside activities. 5 anything
active; active force.

act of God, a sudden, unforeseeable, and
uncontrollable action of natural forces,
such as flood, storm, or earthquake.

ac-tor (ak’tor), n. 1 person who acts on
the stage, in moving pictures, or in a
broadcast. 2 person who acts; doer.

ac-tress (ak’tris), n. a female actor.

Acts (akts), or Acts of the Apostles, .
the fifth book of the New Testament.

ac-tu-al (ak’chual), adj. 1 existing as a
fact; real; true; genuine: the actual as
opposed to the imaginary. 2 now exist-
ing; present; current: the actual state of
affairs. [< F < LL < L actus a doing. See
ACT.] —ac'tu-al-ness, n.

ac-tu-al-i-ty (ak’chu al’s ti), n., pl. -ties. 1
actual existence. 2 actual thing; fact.

ac-tu-aliize (ak’chualiz), v, -ized, -iz-
ing. make actual. —ac"tu-al-i-za’tion, n.

ac-tu-al-ly (ak’chuali), adv. really; in
fact.

ac-tu-ar-y (ak’chuer’i), n, pl -ar-ies.
person whose work is figuring risks,
rates, etc., for insurance companies.
[< L actuarius account keeper. See ACT.]
—ac tu-ar’i-al, adj. —ac’tu-ar’i-ally,
adv.

ac-tu-ate (ak’chu at), v.,, -at-ed, -at-ing.
1 put into action. 2 influence to act.
[< LL, < L actus action] —ac "tu-a’tion,
n. —ac'tu-ator, n.

a-cu-i-ty (o ka's ti), n. sharpness; acute-
ness. [< Med.L < OF agiieté < agu sharp
< L acutus)

a-cu-men (o ki'mon), n. sharpness and
quickness in seeing and understanding;
keen insight. [< L, < acuere sharpen]

a-cute (2 kat’), adj. 1 having a sharp point.
2 sharp and severe: an acute fuel short-
age. 3 brief and severe: an acute attack
of appendicitis. 4 keen: an acute sense
of smell. 5 intense; poignant: acute jeal-
ousy. 6 (of sounds) high in pitch; shrill.
7 having the mark (") over it. —n. acute
accent. [< L, < acuere sharpen] —a-
cute’ly, adv. —a-cute’ness, 1.

acute accent, mark (") used to show the
quality of a vowel, as in French abbé, or
to show stress, as in Spanish adids.

acute angle, angle less than a right angle.

ad (ad), n. advertisement.

ad-, prefix. to; toward, as in admit, admin-
ister, adverb, advert. [< L ad, prep.;
appears also, by assimilation to the fol-
lowing consonant, as ac-, af-, ag-, al-,
an-, ap-, ar-, as-, at-, and, by reduction
before sc, sp, st, as a-]

A.D., in the year of the Lord; since Christ
was born. [for LL anno domini)

ad-age (ad'ij), n. a brief, familiar proverb;
an old saying. [< F < L adagium)]

a-da-gio (o dd'jo; -zhi 6), adv., adj., n., pl.
-gios. Music. —adv. slowly. —adj. slow.
—n. a slow part in a piece of music.
[ < Ital. ad agio at ease]

Ad-am (ad’am), n. in the Bible, the first
man.

ad-a-mant (ad’s mant), adj.,, 1 unyield-
ing; firm; immovable. 2 too hard to be
cut or broken. —n. substance too hard
to be cut or broken. [< OF adamaunt the
hardest stone (= diamond) < L < Gk,
< a- not + damaein subdue]

ad-a-man-tine (ad ‘s> man'’tin; —tén; —tin),
adj. adamant; impenetrable; unyielding.

Ad-ams (ad’amz), #. 1 John, 1735-1826,
second president of the United States,
1797-1801. 2 John Quincy, 1767-1848,
sixth president of the United States,
1825-29, son of John Adams.

Adam’s apple, the lump in the front of the
throat formed by the thyroid cartilage.
a-dapt (o dapt’), v. 1 make fit or suitable;
adjust; accommodate: adapt oneself to a

new job. 2 modify or alter for a different
use: adapt a novel for the stage. [< L,
< ad- to + aptare fit] —a-dapt’er, n.

a-dapt-a-ble (s dap’to bal), adj. 1 easily
changed to fit different conditions. 2
changing easily to fit different condi-
tions. —a-dapt’a-bil'i-ty, a-dapt’a-ble-
ness, 1.

ad-ap-ta-tion (ad ap ta’shon), n. 1 adjust-
ment to new or different circumstances.
2 result of altering for a different use. 3
change in structure, form, or habits to
fit different conditions. —ad "ap-ta’tion-
al, adj.

a-dap-tive (o dap’tiv), adj. 1 that can
adapt. 2 showing adaptation. —a-dap’-
tive-ly, adv. —a-dap’tive-ness, n.

add (ad), v. 1 join (one thing to another):
add another stone to the pile. 2 find the
sum of. 3 increase: add to our pleasure.

4 say further. [<L, < ad- to + dare put]
—add’a-ble, add’i-ble, adj. —add’er, n.
ad-dax (ad’aks), n. a large antelope of
Arabia and N Africa. [< L < an African

word]

ad-dend (ad’end), n. number or quantity
to be added.

ad-den-dum (s den’dom), n., pl. -da
(-dd). 1 thing to be added. 2 things
added; appendix.

ad-der (ad’sr), n. 1 a small, poisonous
snake of Europe. 2 a small, harmless
snake of North America. 3 =puff adder.
[OE needre; in ME a nadder was taken
as an adder)

ad-der’s-tongue (ad’orztung’), n. 1 a
variety of small fern with a fruiting
spike. 2 the dogtooth violet.

ad-dict (n. ad’ikt; v. 5 dikt’), n. a person
who is a slave or devotee to a habit. —v.
give (oneself) over, as to a habit. [< L,
< ad- to + dicere say] —ad-dic’tion, n.

ad-dict-ed (o dik’tid), adj. slavishly fol-
lowing (a habit, practice); strongly
inclined.

Ad-dis Ab-a-ba (ad’is ab’s bo), the capital
of Ethiopia.

ad-di-tion (o dish’an), n. 1 act or process
of adding. 2 result of adding; thing
added. 3 part added to a building. 4 a
land added that is next to existing hold-
ings. b in a city, an area that extends
existing development.
in addition to, besides; also. [< F < L.
See ADD.]

ad-di-tion-al (o dish’on al), adj. added;
supplementary. —ad-di’tion-al-ly, adv.

ad-di-tive (ad’stiv), adj. to be added;
involving addition. —n. something
added to improve flavor, effectiveness,
etc.: food additives; ethylene is now a
common additive in gasoline.

ad-dle (ad’sl), v., -dled, -dling, adj. —v.
1 make or become confused. 2 make or
become rotten. —adj. 1 muddled; con-
fused: addlebrained. 2 rotten: addle eggs.
[OE adela liquid filth]

ad-dress (o dres’; esp. for n. def. 2, ad'res),
n., v, -dressed or -drest, —dress-ing.
—n. 1 a speech: the President’s inau-
gural address. 2 place at which a per-
son, business, etc., receives mail. 3 skill;
adroitness. 4 symbol that shows loca-
tion of a data file in a computer. —v. 1
direct speech or writing to: the President
addressed the nation on TV. 2 write on
(a letter, package, etc.) where it is to be
sent. 3 apply or devote (oneself); direct
one’s energies.
addresses, attention paid in courtship.
[< F addresser direct to < OF < L, < ad-
to + directus straight] —ad-dress’er, ad-
dres’sor, n.

address book, location in a computer
where email addreses are stored.

ad-dress-ee (5 dres €’;ad 'res &), n. person
to whom a letter, etc., is addressed.

ad-duce (o diis’; o dus’), v., ~duced, -duc-
ing. offer as a reason; give as proof or
evidence. [< L, < ad- to + ducere lead]



ad-duct (o dukt’), v. pull (a part of the
body) inward toward the main axis.
[< L adductus, pp. See ADDUCE.] —ad-
duc'tive, adj. —ad-duc’tor, n.

ad-duc-tion (5 duk’shon), n. 1 an adduc-
ing. 2 an adducting.

ad-e-noid (ad’s noid), ad-e-noi-dal (ad’-
2 noi'dal), adj. 1 of the lymphatic glands.
2 glandular.

ad-e-noids (ad’s noidz), n. pl. growths of
glandular tissue in the part of the throat
behind the nose, that often interfere
with natural breathing and speaking.
[< Gk., < aden gland]

a-den-o-sine (o den’s sén”), n. compound
of adenine and ribose and formed in
living cells.

ad-ept (n. ad’ept, o dept’; adj. o dept’),
n. a thoroughly skilled person; expert.
—adj. thoroughly skilled. [< L adeptus
< ad- to + apisci get] —a-dept’ly, adv.
—a-dept'ness, n.

ad-e-qua-cy (ad’s kws si), n. as much as
is needed for a particular purpose; suf-
ficiency.

ad-e-quate (ad’s kwit), adj. 1 as much as
is needed; fully sufficient; enough: means
adequate to the object. 2 suitable; com-
petent: an adequate person for the job.
[< L, < ad- to + aequus equal] —ad’e-
quate-ly, adv. —ad’e-quate-ness, .

ad-here (ad hir’), v., -hered, -her-ing. 1
stick fast (to): mud adheres to your shoes.
2 hold closely or firmly (to): adhere to
a plan. 3 be devoted (to): most people
adhere to the church of their parents.
[< L, < ad- to + haerere stick]

ad-her-ence (ad hir’ons), n. 1 steady
attachment or loyalty (to a person,
group, belief, etc.). 2 a holding to and
following closely.

ad-her-ent (ad hir'ant), n. faithful sup-
porter. —adj. adhering. —ad-her’ent-
ly, adv.

ad-he-sion (ad hé’zhan), n. 1 act or state
of adhering; a sticking fast. 2 follow-
ing and supporting; faithfulness. 3
agreement; assent. 4 the attraction that
holds molecules together. 5 the grow-
ing together of tissues that should be
separate.

ad-he-sive (ad hé’siv; -ziv), adj. 1 holding
fast; adhering easily; sticky. 2 smeared
with a sticky substance for holding
(something) fast: adhesive tape. —n.
gummed tape used to hold bandages in
place. —ad-he’sive-ly, adv. —ad-he’sive-
ness, 1.

ad hoc (ad hok’), for a certain purpose;
special. [< L, for this]

ad-i-a-bat-ic (ad’ia bat’ik; a’di-), adj.
Physics. without transmission as a gain
or loss of heat. —ad "i-a-bat’i-cal-ly, adv.

a-dieu (o du’; odu’), interj, a-dieux
(s diiz’; 5 duz’). good-by; farewell. —n.,
pl. a-dieus, a farewell. [< F a4 dieu to
God]

ad in-fi-ni-tum (ad in’fo ni’tom), Latin.
without limit; forever.

ad in-te-rim (ad in’to rim), Latin. 1 in the
meantime. 2 temporary.

a-di-os (d'dios’; ad’i-), interj. good-by.
—n. a farewell. [< Sp. a dios to God]

ad-i-pose (ad’s pos), adj. fatty. —n. ani-
mal fat. [< NL < L adeps fat] —ad'i-pose-
ness, ad ‘i-pos’i-ty, n.

Ad-i-ron-dacks (ad’s ron’daks), n. pl. a
mountain range in NE New York.

adj., 1 adjective. 2 adjunct. 3 adjustment.

ad-ja-cen-cy (9 ja'sonsi), n., pl. —cies. 1
nearness. 2 that which is adjacent.

ad-ja-cent (o ja’sont), adj. lying near or
close; adjoining; bordering: the garage is
adjacent to our house. [< L, < ad- near +
Jjacere to lie] —ad-ja’cent:ly, adv.

adjacent angles, two angles that have the
same vertex and the same line as one of
their sides.

ad-jec-ti-val (aj ik ti'val; aj'ik ti vel), adj.
of or used as an adjective. —n. word or
words used as an adjective. —ad 'jec-
ti'val-ly, adv.

ad-jec-tive (aj’ik tiv), n. a word used to
qualify or limit a noun or pronoun.
—adj. 1 of an adjective. 2 used as an
adjective. [< L adjectivus that is added
to < ad- to + jacere throw] —ad’jec-
tive-ly, adv.

ad-join (ajoin’), v. 1 be next to; be in
contact with: Canada adjoins the United
States. 2 be next or close to each other;
be in contact. [< OF ajoindre < L, < ad-
to + jungere join] —ad-join’ing, adj.

ad-journ (s jérn’), v. 1 put off until a later
time: the club adjourned consideration
of the question. 2 suspend a meeting to
a future time or to another place: the
judge adjourned the court for two hours.
3 stop business or proceedings for a
time: the court adjourned from Friday
until Monday. 4 go to another place,
esp. for privacy. [< OF ajorner < a- for
(< L ad-) + jorn day < LL diurnum, ult.
< L dies day]

ad-journ-ment (3 jérn'moant), n. 1 act of
adjourning. 2 time during which a court,
lawmaking body, etc., is adjourned.

Adjt., Adjutant.

ad-judge (2 jyj’), v., -judged, -judg-ing.
1 decree or declare by law: the accused
man was adjudged guilty. 2 condemn or
sentence by law: the thief was adjudged
to prison for two years. 3 decide or settle
by law; judge. 4 award or assign by law.
[< OF ajugier < L, < ad- to + judicare
judge. Doublet of ApjUDICATE.] —ad-
judge’a-ble, adj.

ad-ju-di-cate (ojiu'do kat), v., -cat-ed,
—cat-ing. 1 decide or settle by law. 2 act
as judge. [< L adjudicatus, pp. Doublet of
ADJUDGE.] —ad-+ju’di-ca’tion, n. —ad-
ju'di-ca’tive, adj. —ad-ju’di-cator, n.

ad-junct (aj’ungkt), n. 1 something added
that is less important or not necessary,
but helpful. 2 a subordinate colleague. 3
word or phrase qualifying or modifying
another word or phrase. [< L adjunctus,
pp. of adjungere join to. See ADJOIN.]
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—ad-junc’tive, adj. —ad-junc’tive-ly,
ad’junct-ly, adv.

ad-jure (ojur’), v, -jured, —jur-ing. 1
command or charge (a person) on oath
or under some penalty (to do some-
thing). 2 ask earnestly or solemnly.
[< L, < ad- to + jurare swear] —ad-ju-
ra’tion, n. —ad-jur’a-to’ry, adj. —ad-
jur’er, ad-ju’ror, n.

ad-just (3 just’), v. 1 fit or adapt (one thing
to another): adjust a seat to the height
of a child. 2 regulate for use: adjust a
radio dial. 3 arrange satisfactorily; settle:
adjust a difference of opinion. 4 accom-
modate oneself; get used: adjust well to
army life. [< F ajuster < a- (< L ad-) +
juste right < L justus] —ad-just’a-ble,
adj. —ad-just’a-bly, adv. —ad-just’ed,
adj. —ad-just’er, ad-jus’tor, n.

ad-just-ment (o just’'mont), n. 1 act or
process of adjusting. 2 orderly arrange-
ment of parts or elements. 3 means of
adjusting. 4 settlement of a dispute, a
claim, etc.

ad-ju-tan-cy (aj’s ton si), n., pl. —cies. rank
or position of an adjutant in the army.

ad-ju-tant (aj’s tont), n. 1 army officer
who assists a commanding officer by
sending out orders, writing letters, giv-
ing messages, etc. 2 helper; assistant. 3
a very large species of stork of India and
Africa. —adj. helping. [< L adjutans, ult.
< ad- to + juvare help]

adjutant general, pl. adjutants general.
adjutant of a division or a larger mili-
tary unit.

ad lib. or ad libit, Music. ad libitum.

ad-lib (adlib’), v., -libbed, -lib-bing.
make up as one speaks, performs, or
acts; extemporize freely. —adj. extem-
porized. —adv. at the moment. [< L ad
libitum at pleasure]

ad lib:i-tum (adlib’s tom), Music. a
direction to change, omit, or expand a
passage as much as the player wishes.
[< NL, at pleasure]

Adm., Admiral; Admiralty.

ad-min-is-ter (ad min’ss tor), v. 1 man-
age the affairs of (a business, city, etc.);
control on behalf of others: administer
a government department. 2 give out;
dispense: administer relief. 3 deliver or
apply: administer punishment to a per-
son. 4 offer formally (an oath). 5 take
charge of (an estate) as administrator. 6
be helpful; add something; contribute.
[< L, ad- + ministrare serve < minis-
ter servant] —ad-min’is-tra-ble, —adj.
—ad-min’is-trant, n.

ad-min-is-trate (ad min’ss trat), v., —trat-
ed, -trat-ing. administer.

ad-min-is-tra-tion (ad min’as tra’shan),
n. 1 management (of a business, town,
etc.). 2 the management of public affairs
by executive government officials. 3 a
public officials as a group. b the Presi-
dent of the United States, the Cabinet,
and officials appointed by the President.
4 a the period of office of these officials.
b the term or terms during which a
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government holds office, esp. the U.S.
President. 5 a giving out, applying, or
dispensing (medicine, justice, etc.).
ad-min-is-tra-tive (ad min’ss tra tiv),
adj. 1 executive. 2 of the administration.
—ad-min’is-trative-ly, adv.
ad-min-is-tra-tor (ad min’os trd ‘tor), n.
1 person who administers; manager;
director. 2 Law. person appointed by
a court to take charge of or settle an
estate or manage the affairs of person
judged incompetent. —ad-min’is-tra’-
tor-ship, .
ad-min-is-tra-trix (ad min’as tra’triks),
n. Law. female administrator.
ad-mi-ra-ble (ad’'mo rs bal), adj. 1 worth
admiring. 2 excellent; very good.
—ad'mi-ra-ble-ness, n. —ad’mi-ra-bly,
adv.
ad-mi-ral (ad’'mo ral), n. 1 admiral, vice-
admiral, or rear admiral. 2 in the U.S.
Navy, a commander of a navy or fleet.
3 naval officer having the highest rank
next below a fleet admiral. 4 flagship. 5
any of several species of colorful but-
terflies. [earlier amiral < OF < Ar. amir
al chief of the; akin to AMIR]
ad-mi-ral-ty (ad’moral ti), n., pl. -ties.
1 law or court dealing with affairs of
the sea and ships. 2 the Admiralty, in
England (until 1963), the government
department in charge of naval affairs.
ad-mi-ra-tion (ad 'mora’shan), n. 1 a
feeling of wonder, pleasure, and approval.
2 the act of regarding with delight some-
thing fine or beautiful. 3 someone or
something so admired. 4 Archaic. wonder.
ad-mire (ad mir’), v., -mired, -mir-ing.
1 regard with wonder, approval, and
pleasure. 2 feel or express admiration
for. 3 wonder at. [< L, < ad- at + mirari
wonder] —ad-mir’er n.
ad-mir-ing (ad mir'ing), adj. full of admi-
ration. —ad-mir’ing:ly, adv.
ad-mis-si-ble (ad mis’a bal), adj. 1 capable
or worthy of being admitted. 2 permit-
ted according to an authority or rules;
permissible. 3 allowable as evidence or
proof. —ad-mis  si-bil’i-ty, ad-mis’si-
ble-ness, n. —ad-mis’si-bly, adv.
ad-mis-sion (ad mish’an), n. 1 act of
allowing (a person, animal, etc.) to enter:
admission of aliens. 2 power or right to
enter. 3 price paid for the right to enter.
4 acceptance into an office or position.
5 confession of an error or a crime. 6
an acknowledging; accepting as true
or valid. 7 fact or point acknowledged;
something accepted as true or valid.
ad-mis-sive (ad mis’iv), adj. tending to
admit.
ad-mit (ad mit’), v., -mit-ted, -mit-ting. 1
acknowledge: admit a mistake. 2 accept
as true or valid; recognize. 3 allow to
enter or use; let in. 4 give the right to
enter to. 5 allow; permit. 6 allow or have
space for: the harbor admits three ships.
admit of, have room for; be capable
of: his answer admits of no reply. [<L, <
ad- to + mittere let go] —ad-mit’ter, n.

ad-mit-tance (ad mit’ans), n. 1 right to go
in. 2 act of admitting. 3 actual entrance.

ad-mit-ted-ly (ad mit'id li), adv. without
denial; by general consent.

ad-mix (ad miks’), v. add in mixing; mix
in.

ad-mix-ture (ad miks’char), n. 1 act of
mixing. 2 mixture. 3 anything added in
mixing. [< L admixtus < ad- in addition
+ miscere mix|

ad-mon-ish (ad mon’ish), v. 1 advise
against something; warn: the police offi-
cer admonished him not to drive too fast.
2 reprove gently: admonish a student for
careless work. 3 urge strongly; advise. 4
recall to a duty overlooked or forgotten;
remind. [< admonition] —ad-mon’ish-
er, n. —ad-mon’ish-ing-ly, adv. —ad-
mon’ish-ment, n.

ad-mo-ni-tion (ad 'mo nish’on), n. an
admonishing; warning. [< L, < ad- to +
monere warn|

ad-mon-i-to-ry (ad mon’s td'ri; -t6'-),
adj. admonishing; warning.

ad nau-se-am (ad nd’shé am, —sé—; —om),
Latin. to a disgusting extent.

a-do (o dii’), n. 1 stir; bustle. 2 trouble;
difficulty. [ME at do to do]

a-do-be (5 do'bé), —n. 1 a brick of sun-
dried clay or mud. 2 a brick or bricklike
piece of such bricks or sun-dried clay.
—adj. built or made of sun-dried bricks:
an adobe house. [< Sp., < adobar to daub
< Gme.]

a-do-bo (2 do’bo), n. a spicy sauce for
chicken and pork made of chilis, vine-
gar, and cloves. [< Spanish adobo (pickle
sauce)]

ad-o-lesce (ad’sles’), v., -lesced, -lesc-
ing. 1 be or become an adolescent. 2 act
like an adolescent. [< adolescent]

ad-o-les-cence (ad’s les’ans), n. 1 growth
from childhood to adulthood. 2 period
or time of this growth; youth.

ad-o-les-cent (ad’sles’ant), n. person
from about 12 to about 20 years of age.
—adj. 1 growing up from childhood to
maturity. 2 of or characteristic of adoles-
cents. 3 Fig. immature. [< L adolescens
< ad- to + alescere grow]

A-.don-is (5 don'is; o do'nis), n. 1 Class.
Myth. a handsome young man loved by
Aphrodite (Venus).2 any handsome young
man. 3 any vain young man; dandy.

a-dopt (o dopt’), v. 1 take or use as one’s
own; embrace. 2 accept formally: the
committee adopted the report. 3 take
(a child of other parents) and bring
up as ones own. 4 take (a person) into
close relationship. 5 take a word from
another language without changing its
form: English adopted ‘déja vu” from
French. [< L, < ad- to + optare choose]
—a-dopt’a-ble, adj. —a-dopt’a-bil'i-ty,
n. —a-dopt’er, n. —a-dop’tion, n.

a-dop-tive (o dop’tiv), adj. 1 related by
adoption; adopted. 2 tending to adopt.
—a-dop'tive-ly, adv.

a-dor-a-ble (o dor’sa bal; o dor’-), adj. 1

lovely; delightful. 2 worthy of being

adored; revered; worshipful. —a-dor’a-
ble-ness, a-dor’a-bil'i-ty, n. —a-dor’a-
bly, adv.

ad-o-ra-tion (ad s ra’shan), n. 1 worship;
reverence. 2 highest respect; devoted
love.

a-dore (o dor’; o dor’), v. a-dored, a-dor-
ing. 1 respect very highly; love very
greatly; revere; idolize. 2 admire very
much. 3 worship; venerate. [< OF < L,
< ad- to + orare pray] —a-dor’er, n. —a-
dor'ing, adj. —a-dor’ing-ly, adv.

a-dorn (o dorn’), v. 1 add beauty to; beau-
tify. 2 put ornaments on; decorate; grace.
3 make greater the splendor or honor of.
[< OF < L, < ad- + ornare fit out] —a-
dorn’er, n. —a-dorn’ing:ly, adv.

a-dorn-ment (5 dorn’'mont), n. 1 some-
thing that adds beauty; decoration. 2 act
of adorning; ornamentation.

ADP, 1 automatic data processing. 2
adenosinediphosphate,  compound
formed in the muscles.

ad-re-nal (2 dré’'nal), adj. 1 near or on the
kidney. 2 of or from the adrenal glands.
—n. an adrenal gland. [< L ad- near +
renes kidneys]

adrenal gland, one of the two endocrine
glands above the kidneys; suprarenal
gland.

ad-ren-al-in (5 dren’sl in), ad-ren-al-ine
(-in; —én), n. 1 hormone secreted by
the adrenal glands, which stimulates the
heartbeat, increasing available energy. 2
Adrenalin, Trademark. artificial adren-
alin; epinephrine.

A-dri-at-ic Sea (a’dri at’ik), arm of the
Mediterranean between Italy and the
Balkan Peninsula.

a-drift (o drift’), adv., adj. 1 drifting. 2 fig.
without direction; at a loss.

a-droit (o droit’), adj. 1 intellectu-
ally resourceful; clever; ingenious: an
adroit diplomat. 2 skilled in the use of
the hands or body; skillful: an adroit
climber. [< F a droit rightly < L ad- to +
directus straight] —a-droit’ly, adv. —a-
droit'ness, 7.

ad-sorb (ad sorb’; —zorb’), v. gather (a gas,
liquid, or dissolved substance) in a thin
layer on a solid substance. [< L ad- to +
sorbere suck in] —ad-sorb’ent, adj., n.

ad-sorp-tion (ad sorp’shon; -zorp’-), n.
1 process of adsorbing; condensation
of a gas, liquid, or dissolved substance
on the surface of solids. 2 condition of
being adsorbed. —ad-sorp’tive, adj.

ad-u-late (aj’slat), v, -lat-ed, -lat-ing.
praise excessively; slavishly flatter.
[< L adulatus] —ad "u-la’tion, n. —ad’u-
la’tor, n. —ad’u-la-to 'ry, adj.

a-dult (s dult’; ad’ult), adj. 1 having full
size and strength; grown-up. 2 of or for
adults. 3 for adults only: adult videos.
—n. 1 grown-up person. 2 a full-grown
plant or animal. [< L adultus < ad- to +
alescere grow up] —a-dult’hood, n. —a-
dult’ly, adv. —a-dult'ness, n.

a-dul-ter-ant (5 dul’tor ant), n. substance
used to adulterate. —adj. adulterating.



a-dul-ter-ate (5 dul’tor at), v., —at-ed, -at-
ing. make lower in quality or purity by
adding inferior improper, or impure
materials; debase: adulterate milk with
water. [< L adulteratus, ult. < ad- + alter
other, different] —a-dul ter-a’tion, n.
—a-dul’ter-a tor, n.

a-dul-ter-er (5 dul’tor ar), n. person, esp. a
man, who commits adultery.

a-dul-ter-ess (o dul'tor is; —tris), n. female
who commits adultery.

a-dul-tery (o dulteri), n., pl. -ter-ies.
voluntary sexual relations of a married
person with any person other than the
lawful mate. —a-dul’ter-ous, adj. —a-
dul’ter-ous-ly, adv.

ad-um-brate (ad um’brat; ad’am brat), v.,
-brat-ed, -brat-ing. 1 indicate faintly;
sketch. 2 indicate beforehand; fore-
shadow. 3 partially conceal; overshadow.
[<L, < ad- + umbra shade] —ad um-
bra’tion, .

adv., 1 adverb. 2 adverbial. 3 advertise-
ment.

ad valdorem (advold’'rom; -16'-),
assessed in proportion to the value esp.
of a tax on merchandise. [< Med.L]

ad-vance (ad vans’; -vins’), v. —vanced,
-vanc-ing, n., adj. —v. 1 move for-
ward; progress: the troops advanced.
2 bring forward: advance a theory. 3
make progress; improve: we advance in
understanding. 4 help forward; further:
advance a cause. 5 raise to a higher rank;
promote: advance him from lieutenant
to captain. 6 rise in rank; be promoted:
advance the profession. 7 raise (prices):
advance gas prices. 8 rise in price: the
stock advanced three points. 9 make ear-
lier; hasten: advance the time to meet. 10
move a timepiece ahead: advance clocks
one hour. 11 supply beforehand: advance
funds for expenses. 12 lend (money),
esp. on security: advance a loan. 13
put forward; suggest; offer: advance an
opinion. —n. 1 movement forward. 2 a
step forward; progress. 3 a rise in price;
increase. 4 the furnishing of money or
goods before they are due or as a loan.
5 the money or goods furnished. 6 a
forward position.

advances, approach or offer to another
or others to settle a difference, to make
an acquaintance, etc.

in advance, a in front; ahead. b ahead of
time. —adj. 1 going before. 2 ahead of
time. [< OF avancier < LL, < L ab- from
+ ante before] —ad-vanc’er, n

ad-vanced (ad vanst’; -vénst’), adj. 1 in
front of others; forward. 2 beyond most
others. 3 far along in life; old.

ad-vance-ment (ad vans’'mont; —vins’-),
n. 1 movement forward; advance. 2
progress; improvement. 3 promotion.

ad-van-tage (ad van'tij; -vin’-), n., v,
-taged, -tag-ing. —n. 1 any favorable
condition, circumstance, or opportu-
nity; means helpful in getting something
desired. 2 better or superior position;
superiority. 3 the result of a better posi-

tion; benefit; gain. 4 the first point scored
in a tennis game after deuce. —v. give an
advantage to; help; benefit.
take advantage of, a use to help or ben-
efit oneself. b impose upon.
to advantage, to a good effect; with a
useful effect.
to one’s advantage, to benefit one-
self. [<OF, < avant before < LL. See
ADVANCE.]

ad-van-ta-geous (ad'von ta’jos), adj. giv-
ing advantage; profitable. —ad van-
ta’geous-ly, adv. —ad’van-ta’geous-
ness, 1.

ad-vent (ad’vent), n. 1 coming; arrival. 2
Advent, a the season of devotion includ-
ing the four Sundays before Christmas.
b the birth of Christ. 3 Second Advent,
the coming of Christ at the Last Judg-
ment. [< L, < ad- to + venire come]

Ad-vent-ism (ad’ven tiz om; ad ven’-), n.
belief that the second coming of Christ
is near at hand. —Ad’vent-ist, n.

ad-ven-ti-tious (ad'ven tish’ss), adj.
1 coming from outside. 2 Bot., Zool.
appearing in an unusual position
or place. —ad’ven-ti'tious-ly, adv.
—ad 'ven-ti’tious-ness, 7.

ad-ven-tive (ad ven'tiv), adj. Bot., Zool.
introduced into a new environment; not
native, though growing with cultivation.
—n. a nonnative plant or animal.

ad-ven-ture (ad ven’char), n., v., -tured,
—tur-ing. —n. 1 an exciting or unusual
experience. 2 a bold undertaking, usu-
ally exciting and somewhat dangerous.
3 seeking excitement or danger: spirit
of adventure. 4 business undertaking;
commercial speculation. —v. venture;
dare. [< OF < L. See ADVENT.]

ad-ven-tur-er (ad ven’choror), n. 1 per-
son who seeks or has adventures. 2
soldier who is available for hire to any
army. 3 person who schemes to get
money, social position, etc. 4 specula-
tor.

ad-ven-ture-some (ad ven’char sam), adj.
bold and daring; adventurous.

ad-ven-tur-ess (ad ven’choris), n. 1
female who schemes to get money, social
position, etc. 2 female adventurer.

ad-ven-tur-ous (ad ven’chor 2s), adj. 1
fond of adventures; ready to take risks;
daring. 2 full of risk; dangerous. —ad-
ven'tur-ous-ly, adv. —ad-ven’tur-ous-
ness, 1.

ad-verb (ad’verb), n. word that extends or
limits the meaning of verbs and quali-
fies adjectives or other adverbs, clauses,
and phrases esp. as to how, when, or
where. Soon, here, very, gladly, and not
are adverbs. Adverbs are freely formed
by the addition of -ly to adjectives and
participles. [< L, < ad- to + verbum
verb] —ad-ver’bi-al, adj. —ad-ver’bi-
al-ly, adv.

ad-ver-sar-y (ad'verser’i), n., pl. -sar-
ies. 1 unfriendly opponent; enemy; foe.
2 person or group on the other side in a
contest; opponent; antagonist.
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ad-ver-sa-tive (ad vér’sotiv), adj. (of
words, etc.) expressing contrast or
opposition. But and yet are adversative
conjunctions.

ad-verse (ad vérs’; ad'vérs), adj. 1
unfriendly in purpose; inimical; hostile:
adverse criticism. 2 unfavorable; harm-
ful. 3 acting in a contrary direction;
opposing: adverse winds. 4 opposite in
position. [< L adversus. See ADVERT.]
—ad-verse'ly, adv. —ad-verse'ness, .

ad-ver-sity (ad vér'ss ti), n., pl. -ties. 1
condition of unhappiness, misfortune,
or distress, esp. financial. 2 instance of
misfortune.

ad-vert (ad vert’), v. direct attention; refer
(to); allude: advert to the need for more
parks. [< L, ad- to + vertere turn]

ad-vert-ent (ad vér'tont), adj. atten-
tive; heedful. —ad-vert’ence, ad-vert’en-
cy, n.

ad-ver-tise, (ad’vor tiz; ad’vortiz’), v.,
~tised, -tis-ing. 1 give public notice of;
publicize: advertise a house for sale. 2
ask by public notice (for): advertise for a
job. 3 make generally known. 4 inform.
5 publicly praise the good qualities of (a
product, etc.) in order to promote sales.
6 issue advertising: it pays to advertise.
7 call attention to (oneself); announce.
[< obs. F advertir < L. See ADVERT.]
—ad'ver-tis ‘er, n.

ad-ver-tise-ment, n. a public notice or
announcement in the media.

ad-ver-tis-ing, (ad’ver tiz'ing), n. 1 busi-
ness of preparing, publishing, or circu-
lating advertisements. 2 advertisements.
3 bringing to public notice through
advertisements.

ad-vice (ad vis’) n. opinion about what
should be done; suggestion; counsel.
advices, information; news: financial
advices. [< obs. F advis. var. of avis < L
ad- + visum thing seen]

ad-vis-a-ble (ad viz's bal), adj. to be rec-
ommended; wise; sensible. —ad-vis a-
bil’i-ty, ad-vis’a-ble-ness, n. —ad-vis'a-
bly, adv.

ad-vise (ad viz’), v., -vise, -vis-ing. 1 give
advice to; counsel; caution: advise care.
2 give advice; recommend: I shall act as
you advise. 3 give notice; inform; notify;
acquaint: we were advised of the dangers.
4 talk over plans; consult; confer: he
advised with friends. [< OF aviser < avis
opinion. See ADVICE.]

ad-vised (ad vizd’), adj. 1 planned, con-
sidered. 2 informed: kept me advised.
—ad-vis’ed-ness, n.

ad-vis-ed-ly (ad viz'id li), adv. after care-
ful consideration; deliberately.

ad-vise-ment (ad viz’'mont), n. careful
consideration: fake a case under advise-
ment.

ad-vis-er, ad-vi-sor (ad viz'ar), n. 1 per-
son who gives advice. 2 teacher who is
appointed to advise students.

ad-vi-so-ry (advi'zari), adj. 1 having
power to advise. 2 containing advice.
—n. bulletin or report to advise of
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developments, as of the movement and
direction of a hurricane.

ad-vo-ca-cy (ad’ve ko si), n. 1 speaking in
favor; public recommendation; support.
2 profession of pleading a case in court.
3 the pleading of a case.

ad-vo-cate (v. ad’va kat; n. ad’va kit, —kat),
v, -cat-ed, —cat-ing, n. —v. speak in
favor of; recommend publicly: he advo-
cates building more schools. —n. 1 person
who pleads or argues for: an advocate of
peace. 2 lawyer who pleads in a law
court. [< L, < ad- to + vocare call] —ad’-
vo-ca’tion, n. —ad’vo-cator, n

advt., advertisement.

adz, adze (adz), n. tool somewhat like
an ax but with a blade set across the
end of the handle and curving inward.
[OE adesa]

A.E.F, Allied Expeditionary Forces
(World War II). 2 American Expedi-
tionary Forces.

Ae-ge-an (ijé’on), n. arm of the Medi-
terranean between Greece and Turkey.
—adj. of or in the Aegean.

ae-gis (&'jis), n. 1 Gk. Myth. the shield
of Zeus, used also by Athena. 2 pro-
tection. 3 patronage. Also, egis. [< L.
< GKk. aigis]

Ae-ne-as (i né’ss), n. Class. Legend. Trojan
hero who escaped from Troy and settled
in Italy.

ae-o-li-an harp or lyre (¢ 6'li an), a box-
like stringed instrument that produces
musical sounds when currents of air
blow across it.

Ae-o-lus (&'5 Iss), n. Gk. Myth. god of the
winds. —Ae-o-li-an (& 6’li an), adj.

ae-on (&’on; é'on), n. =eon.

aer-ate (ar'at; a’or at), v, —at-ed, -at-ing.
1 expose to air. 2 expose to and mix with
air. 3 fill with a gas, esp. carbon dioxide.
4 expose to chemical action with oxy-
gen. [< L aer < Gk, air] —aer-a’tion, n.
—aer’a-tor, n.

aer-i-al (adj. ar'ial, air'iol; n. ar'i al), adj.
1 in the air. 2 of or pertaining to the air.
3 like air; thin and light as air. 4 ideal;
imaginary. 5 growing in the air. 6 relat-
ing to aircraft. —n. wire or wires used
in radio, television, or radar for sending
out or receiving electromagnetic waves.
[< L aerius < Gk., aer air] —aer’i-al-
ly, adv.

aer-i-al-ist (ar'ialist), n. performer on a
trapeze or high wire; aerial acrobat.

aer-ie, aer-y (ar'ijir’i), n., pl. aer-ies. 1
the lofty nest of an eagle or other bird
of prey. 2 young eagles or other birds of
prey. 3 house, castle, etc., built in a high
place. Also, eyrie, eyry. [< Med.L. aeria
< OF < L area AREA or atrium ATRIUM]

aer-i-fy (ar’s fi; air’-), v, -fied, -fy-ing.
1 convert into vapor. 2 =aerate. —aer "i-
fi-ca’tion, n.

aer-o (ar'o), adj. of or for aircraft.

aero-, combining form. 1 air; of the air.
2 atmosphere; atmospheric. 3 gas; of
gas or gases. 4 of or for aircraft. [< Gk.
aer air|

aer-obe (ar’ob; a’sr 6b), n. any microor-
ganism that requires oxygen to live or
grow. [< NL < Gk. aer air + bios life]
—aer-0'bic, adj. —aer-o’bi-cally, adv.

aer-o-brak-ing (ar’o bra’king) n. use of
friction to slow or stop a spacecraft.

aer-o-dy-nam-ics (ar’'6 di nam'’iks; -di-),
n. the branch of physics that deals with
the forces exerted by air or other gases
in motion. —aer ‘o-dy-nam'ic, adj.

aer-o-me-chan-ics (dr’o mo kan’iks), n.
science of the motion and equilibrium
of air and other gases; aerodynamics
and aerostatics. —aer o-me-chan’ic,
aer’o-me-chan’i-cal, adj.

aer-o-naut (ar’a nodt), n. 1 pilot of an
aircraft or balloon; balloonist. 2 person
who travels in an airship or balloon.
[< E < Gk. aer air + nautes sailor]

aer-o-nau-tics (ar’o nd’tiks), n. science
or art having to do with the design,
manufacture, and operation of aircraft.
—aero-nau’tic, aer’o-nau'ti-cal, adj.
—aer "o-nau’ti-cal-ly, adv.

aer-o-plane (ar’s plan), n. Esp. Brit. air-
plane.

aer-o-sol (ar's sol), n. fine particles of a
liquid or solid suspended in a gas: Fog is
an aerolsol; an aerosol spray.

aer-o-space (ar's spas), 7. 1 science, tech-
nology, and industry dealing with the
flight of rockets, missiles, vehicles, etc.,
through the atmosphere or through
space: studies in aerospace. 2 earth’s
envelope of air and the space enclos-
ing it.

aer-o-stat (ar’s stat), n. any lighter-than-
air aircraft, as a balloon or dirigible.
[< AERO- + Gk. statos standing]

aer-o-stat-ics (ar’o stat’iks), n. branch of
physics that deals with the equilibrium
of air and other gases, and with the equi-
librium of solid objects floating in air
and other gases. —aer o-stat’ic, aero-
stat’i-cal, adj.

Aes-chy-lus (es'ks los), n. 525-456 B.C.,
Greek tragic poet and dramatist.

Ae-sop (&'sap; &'sop), n. 620?-650? B.C.,
Greek writer of fables. —Ae-so’pi-an,
adj.

aes-thete (es’thét), n. 1 person who pre-
tends to care a great deal about beauty.
2 person who is sensitive to or loves
beauty. Also, esthete. [< Gk. aisthetes
one who perceives]

aes-thet-ic (es thet'ik), adj. 1 Also, aes-
thet’i-cal. having to do with the beauti-
ful, as distinguished from the useful,
scientific, etc. 2 (of persons) sensitive
to beauty. 3 (of things) pleasing; artis-
tic. —n. aesthetic philosophy or point
of view. Also, esthetic. —aes-thet’i-cal-
ly, adv.

aes-thet-ics (es thet’iks), n. study of
beauty in art and nature; philosophy
of beauty; theory of the fine arts. Also,
esthetics. —aes-thet’i-cism, n.

aet., aetat., at the age of.

ae-ther (&’thar), n. =ether.

ae-the-re-al (i thir'i al), adj. =ethereal.

ae-ti-ol-o-gy (é'tiol’aji), n. =etiology.
—ae’ti-o-log'i-cal, adj.

Aet-na (et'na), n. Mount. See Etna,
Mount.

AF, 1 Air Force. 2 Anglo-French.

A.F, af., Physics, Electronics. audio fre-
quency.

a-far (5 fir’), adv. 1 from a distance: see
from afar. 2 far away: stand afar off.

a-feard, a-feared (o fird’), adj. Archaic
frightened; afraid.

af-fa-ble (af’a bal), adj. 1 easy to speak
to or approach; courteous, friendly, and
pleasant. 2 gracious; mild; benign. [< F
< L affabilis easy to speak to < ad-
to + fari speak] —af fa-bil'i-ty, af'fa-
ble-ness, n. —af'fa-bly, adv.

af-fair (s far’), n. 1 anything done or to
be done; activity. 2 affairs, matters of
interest, esp. business matters. 3 par-
ticular action or event (referred to in
vague terms); happening: a jolly affair. 4
private concern: that’s my affair. 5 thing:
this machine is a complicated affair. 6
romance; love affair. [< OF a faire to do
< L ad- to + facere do]

af.fect! (o fekt’), v. 1 have an effect on;
influence, esp. injuriously: disease affects
the body. 2 stir the emotions of; touch.
[< L affectus < ad- to + facere do] affect,
effect. Affect is nearly always a verb,
meaning “to influence”; this will affect
the lives of thousands. Effect is most
commonly a noun, meaning “result’:
long-lasting effects of the storm. Effect is
also a verb in formal English, meaning
to “bring about”: the change was effected
peaceably.

af-fect? (o fekt’), v. 1 pretend to have or
feel; feign; simulate: affect ignorance.
2 assume, use, or frequent by prefer-
ence: he affects carelessness in dress. 3
seem to be fond of; like: she affects any-
thing antique. 4 (of animals and plants)
inhabit naturally. [ < F < L affectare
strive for < ad- to + facere do] —af-
fect’er, n.

af.fec-ta-tion (af’ek ta’shon; -ik-), n. 1
behavior that is not natural; peculiarity.
2 outward appearance; pretense.

af-fect-ed' (o fek’tid), adj. 1 influenced.
2 influenced injuriously. 3 moved emo-
tionally.

af-fect-ed” (o fek’tid), adj. 1 put on for
effect; not natural; artificial. 2 behaving,
speaking, writing, etc., unnaturally for
effect. —af-fect’ed-ly, adv. —af-fect’ed-
ness, .

af-fecting (o fek’ting), adj. stirring the
emotions —af-fect’ing:ly, adv.

af-fec-tion ( fek’shan), n. 1 friendly feel-
ing; fondness; tenderness; love. 2. feel-
ing; inclination. 3 disease; unhealthy
condition.

af-fec-tion-ate (o fek’shon it), adj. 1 hav-
ing affection; devoted; tender. 2 showing
affection. —af-fec’'tion-ate-ly, adv. —af-
fec’tion-ate-ness, 7.

af-fec-tive (o fek'tiv), adj. of the feelings;
emotional.



af-fer-ent (af’ar ant), adj. (of nerves or
blood vessels) carrying inward to a cen-
tral organ or point. [ < L, < ad- to +
ferre bring]

af.fi-ance (s fi'ons), v., —anced, -anc-
ing. pledge solemnly, esp. in marriage;
engage; betroth. [< OF afiancer ult.
<L ad- to + fidus faithful] —af-fi'anced,
adj.

af.fi-da-vit (af’s da’vit), n. statement
written down and sworn to be true. An
affidavit is usually made before a judge
or notary public. [ < Med.L, he has
stated on oath]

affil-i-ate (v. o fil'iat; n. ofil'iit, -at),
v. —at-ed, —at-ing, v., n. —v. 1 connect
in close association: affiliated clubs. 2
associate oneself (with): affiliate with a
political party. 3 bring into relationship;
adopt. —n. organization or group asso-
ciated with other similar bodies. [< LL, <
L ad- + filius son]

affil-i-a-tion (o fili a’shon), n. associa-
tion; relation.

af-fin-i-ty (5 fin's ti), n., pl. -ties. 1 natu-
ral attraction to a person or liking for a
thing: an affinity for dancing. 2 relation;
connection. 3 relationship by marriage.
4 person to whom one is especially
attracted. 5 resemblance; likeness. 6 force
that attracts certain chemical elements
to others and keeps them combined.
[< F <L, < ad- on + finis boundary]

af-firm (5 férm’), v. 1 declare to be true;
assert. 2 confirm; ratify: the higher court
affirmed the lower court’s decision. 3
declare solemnly, but without taking an
oath. [< OF < L, < ad- + firmus strong]
—af-firm’a-ble, adj. —af-firm’a-bly,
adv. —af-firm’er, n.

af-fir-ma-tion (af 'or ma’shan), n. 1 a pos-
itive statement; assertion. 2 solemn dec-
laration, equivalent to taking an oath,
made by a person whose conscience
forbids his taking an oath. 3 act of
confirming.

af-firm-a-tive (o fér'mo tiv), adj. asserting
that a statement is a fact. —n. 1 word
or statement that gives assent or agrees.
2 the affirmative, the side arguing in
favor of a question being debated. —af-
firm’a-tive-ly, adv.

affirmative action, plan or program
designed to improve employment or
educational opportunities for women
or minorities.

af-fix (v. o fiks’; n. af’iks), v. 1 make firm
or fix (one thing to or on another); fas-
ten. 2 add at the end. 3 make an impres-
sion of (a seal, etc.). 4 connect with;
attach: affix blame. —n. 1 thing affixed.
2 a prefix, suffix, or infix. Un- and
-ly are affixes. [< Med.L affixare, ult.
< L ad- to + figere fix] —af-fix'er, n.

af-fla-tus (o fla’tss), n. inspiration, esp.
divinely imparted. [< L, < ad- on +
flare blow]

af-flict (s flikt’), v. cause pain to; trouble
greatly; distress; torment. [< L afflictus
< ad- upon + fligere dash] —af-flict’er, n.

afflic-tion (o flik’shon), n. 1 state of
pain or distress; misery; wretchedness.
2 cause of pain, trouble, or distress;
misfortune.

af-flu-ence (af'luons), n. 1 wealth. 2
abundant supply; profusion. [ < F < L,
< ad- to + fluere flow]

af-flu-ent (af'lu ant), adj. 1 very wealthy. 2
abundant; plentiful. —n. stream flowing
into a larger stream, river, etc. —af'flu-
ent-ly, adv.

af-ford (o ford’; o ford’), v. 1 spare the
money for: we can’t afford a new car. 2
spare: can you afford the time? 3 manage;
bear: I cant afford to take the chance.
4 yield or give as an effect or a result;
provide: reading affords pleasure. 5 fur-
nish from natural resources; yield: some
trees afford resin. [OE geforthian further,
accomplish] —af-ford’a-ble, adj.

af-fray (o fra’), n. a noisy quarrel; fight
in public; brawl. [< OF affrei, ult. < L
ex- out of + unrecorded Frankish frithu
peace]

af-front (o frunt’), n. 1 a word or act
expressing openly intentional disrespect;
insult. 2 a slight or injury to one’s dignity.
—v. 1 insult openly; offend purposely. 2
confront. [< OF < VL < L ad frontem on
the forehead] —af-front’er, n.

Af.ghan (af’gon; -gan), n. 1 native or
person living in Afghanistan. 2 afghan,
blanket or shawl often made of knitted
or crocheted wool. —adj. of Afghanistan
or its people.

Af-ghan-i-stan (af gan’s stan), n. country
in SW Asia.

a-fi-cio-na-do (o fé’sya nd’do), n., pl
—dos. 1 person who is very enthusiastic
about anything; enthusiast; devotee. 2
person who takes a very great interest in
bullfighting, but who is not a bullfighter.
[< Sp., lit., fond of < aficién affection < L
affectio < affectus, pp. See AFFECT?.]

a-field (o feld’), adv. 1 on or in the field; to
the field. 2 away from home; away. 3 out
of the way; astray.

a-fire (o fir’), adv., adj. on fire; burning.

a-flame (o flam’), adv, adj. 1 on fire. 2
excited; eager; enthusiastic.

AFL-CIO or A.EL.-C.I.O. union formed
by the merger of the American Fed-
eration of Labor and the Congress of
Industrial Organizations.
a-float (5 flot’), adv., adj. 1 floating. 2 on
shipboard; at sea. 3 adrift. 4 flooded.
5 going around: rumors of an outbreak
were afloat. 6 in operation, esp. business,
financially secure.

a-flut-ter (o flut’ar), adv., adj. fluttering.

a-foot (a fut’), adv,, adj. 1 on foot; walk-
ing. 2 going on; in progress: mischief
afoot.

a-fore (o for’; ofor’), adv., prep., conj.
before.

a-fore-men-tioned (5 for'men "shond;
2 for’-), adj. spoken of before; men-
tioned above.

a-fore-said (o for'sed’; o for’-), adj. spo-
ken of before; mentioned above.
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a-fore-thought (o for'thot’; o for'-), adj.
thought of beforehand; deliberately
planned.

afor-ti-o-ri (a for 'shi 6'ri; ~6'—; -ri), Latin.
for a still stronger reason; all the more.

a-foul (o foul’), adv.,, adj. in a tangle, in
collision; entangled.
run afoul of, get into difficulties with.

Afr., 1 Africa. 2 African.

a-fraid (s frad’), adj. feeling fear; fright-
ened. [orig. pp. of archaic v. affray
frighten]

af-reet, af-rit (af’rét; o frét’), n. in Arabian
myths, a powerful evil demon or giant.
[< Ar. ‘ifrit]

a-fresh (o fresh’), adv. once more; again.

Af.ri-ca (af’ro ko), n. continent south of
Europe; the second largest continent.

Af-riccan (af'ra ken), adj. 1 of or from
Africa. 2 of or belonging to the people
of Africa. —n. 1 a native of Africa. 2
a black.

African-American (af’ro kon o mer’-
sken) n., adj. —n. American black;
Afro-American. —adj. of or pertaining
to American blacks.

Af-ri-kaans (af 'ro kins’; —kdnz'), n. vari-
ety of Dutch spoken in South Africa;
South African Dutch.

Af-rickan-er (af'ro kan’ar), n. person
born in South Africa, usually of Dutch
or Huguenot descent.

Afro-American (af 'rd o mar’s kon), n.,
adj. =African-American.

aft (aft; dft), adv. at, near, or toward the
stern of a boat, aircraft, etc.; abaft. [OE
ceftan from behind]

af-ter (af'tor; 4f’-), prep. 1 behind in
place: in line one after another. 2 in
search of: run after him. 3 later in time
than: after supper. 4 because of: after the
selfish way she acted, who could like her?
5 lower in rank or importance: a captain
comes after a general. —adv. 1 behind:
follow after. 2 later: three hours after.
—adj. 1 later; subsequent: in after years
he regretted the mistakes of his boyhood.
2 nearer or toward the stern of a boat,
aircraft, etc.: after sails. —conj. later than
the time that: after he goes, we shall eat.
[OE cefter more to the rear, later]

af-ter-birth (af’tor béerth’; af'-), n. 1 pla-
centa and membranes expelled from the
uterus after birth.

af-ter-burn-er (af’tor bér 'nar; af’-), n. (in
the engine of a jet plane) a device which
supplies additional fuel to the exhaust
and reignites it to increase the thrust of
the plane.

af.ter-deck (af’tor dek’; af'-), n. deck
toward or at the stern of a ship.

af-ter-ef-fect (af’tor i fekt’; 4f'-), n. result
or effect that follows later.

af-ter-glow (af'tor glo’; 4f'-), n. 1 glow after
something bright has gone. 2 glow in the
sky after sunset. 3 intense feeling of plea-
sure that remains after an experience.

af-ter-im-age (af’tor imij; af'-), n. visual
sensation that persists or recurs after the
stimulus that caused it is gone.
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af-ter-math (af’tor math; df’-), n. result;
consequence. [< after + dial. math a
mowing]

af-ter-most (af’tor most; &f'-), adj. 1
nearest the stern of a boat, aircraft, etc.
2 hindmost; last.

af-ter-noon (n. af’tor niin’, 4t'—; adj. af’-
tor niin’, 4f'-), n. the part of the day
between noon and evening. —adj. of, in,
or suitable for the afternoon.

af-ter-thought (af’tor thot’; 4f’-), n. 1
thought that comes after the time when
it could have been used. 2 later thought
or explanation.

af-.ter-ward (af’tor word; af’-), af-ter-
wards (-wardz), adv. later.

Ag, silver.

A.G., 1 Adjutant General. 2 Attorney
General.

a-gain (o gen’; esp. Brit., 2 gan’), adv. 1
once more; another time: try again. 2
moreover; besides: again, I must say.
again and again, often; frequently.
as much again, twice as much. [OE
ongegn < on— on + gegn direct]

a-gainst (o genst’; esp. Brit. 5 ganst’), prep.
1 in opposition to: against reason. 2
in preparation for: against a rainy day.
[See AGAIN]

Ag-a-mem-non (ag’s mem’non; -nan),
n. Gk. Legend. king of Mycenae and
leader of the Greeks in the Trojan War.

A-ga-na (4 gin'ya), n. capital of Guam.

a-gape (o gap’; o gap’), adv., adj. with
the mouth wide open in wonder or
surprise.

a-gar (d'gor; ag’or), . a gelatinlike extract
obtained from certain seaweeds, used in
making cultures for bacteria, fungi, etc.
[< Malay]

a-gar-a-gar (d'gor d’gor; ag'orag’or), n.
agar.

ag-a-ric (ag's rik; o gar’ik), n. any of sev-
eral fungi, including mushrooms and
toadstools. [< L < Gk., < Agaria, place
name]

ag-ate (ag'it), n. a variety of quartz with
variously colored stripes or clouded col-
ors. [< F < L < Gk. achates] —ag'ate-
like’, adj.

a-ga-ve (o ga'vé), n. any of several North
American desert plants, including the
century plant, sisal, etc. Soap, alcoholic
drinks, and rope are made from some
kinds of agave. [< NL < Gk. Agaue, fem.
proper name, noble]

age (3j), n., v, aged, ag-ing or age-ing.
—n. 1 length of life: he died at the age
of eighty. 2 a period in life: middle age.
3 a period of history: the golden age. 4 a
long time: I haven't seen you for an age.
—v. 1 grow old: he aged rapidly. 2 make
old: age with makeup. 3 make mature:
age wine.
of age, 18 or 21 years old, and having
full legal rights.
come of age, reach legal adulthood. [< OF
aage < VL aetaticum < L aetas age]

—age, suffix. 1 act of, as in breakage. 2
collection of; group of, as in baggage.

3 condition of; rank of, as in peerage. 4
cost of, as in postage. 5 home of, as in
orphanage. [< OF < L -aticum < Gk.]

a-ged (3'jid for 1 and 3; ajd for 2), adj. 1
having lived a long time; old. 2 of the age
of. 3 characteristic of old age. —a’ged-
ly, adv.

agedism (@'jizom) n. discrimination
against older people. —age'ist, n.

age-less (3j’lis), adj. never growing old,
out of date, or coming to an end.

age-long (3j'long’; -long’), adj. lasting a
long time.

a-gen-cy (a’jon si), n., pl. —cies. 1 person
or company that has the authority to act
for another. 2 office of such a person or
company. 3 department of government.
4 organization or bureau that provides
a public service: adoption agencies. 5
means of producing an effect; action.

a-gen-da (o jen’ds), n. pl, sing. ~dum
(-dom). 1 things to be done. 2 list of
items of business to be considered, as at
a meeting. [< L, things to be done]

a-gent (a’jont), n. 1 person or com-
pany that has the authority to act for
another; representative; intermediary.
2 law enforcement officer or member
of the secret service. 3 active power or
cause that produces an effect. 4 means;
instrument: a drying agent. 5 traveling
salesman. 6 substance that is capable
of causing a chemical reaction. [< L,
< agere do] —a-gen'tial, adj.

age-old (3j'0ld"), adj. very old; ancient.

ag-er-a-tum (aj or a'tom; 2 jer’s-), n. any
of several plants of the aster family with
small, dense flower heads, usually blue.
[< NL < Gk, < a- without + geras old age]

ag-glom-er-ate (v. o glom’sr at; n., adj.
2 glom’ar it, —at), v,, —at-ed, -at-ing, n.,
adj. —v. gather together in a mass. —n.
mass; collection; cluster. —adj. 1 packed
together in a mass. 2 volcanic rock
formed by heat. [< L, < ad- + glomus
ball] —ag-glom’er-ative, adj.

ag-glom-er-a-tion (o glom ar a’shen), n.
1 mass of things gathered together. 2
agglomerated condition. 3 an agglom-
erating.

ag-glu-ti-nate (v. o glii'to nat; adj. o gli'-
to nit, —nat), v, -nat-ed, -nat-ing, adj.
—v. 1 stick or join together, as with glue.
2 form (words) by joining words, or
words and affixes. —adj. stuck together
or joined: “never-to-be-forgotten” is an
agglutinate word. [< L, < ad- to + glu-
ten glue] —ag-glu’ti-na’tion, n. —ag-
glu’ti-native, adj.

ag-glu-ti-nin (5 gliit'in on), n. antibody
that causes bacteria or blood cells to
agglutinate.

ag-gran-dize (o gran’diz; ag'ron diz), v,
-dized, -diz-ing. increase, as in power,
wealth, rank, etc; make greater. [< F
agrandir, ult, < L ad- + grandis great]
—ag-gran’dize-ment, n. —ag-gran’diz-
er, 7.

ag-gra-vate (ag'ro vat), v.,, —vat-ed, -vat-
ing, 1 make worse or more severe;

intensify; increase. 2 annoy; irritate;
provoke. [< L. < ad- on, to + gravis
heavy. Doublet of AGGRIEVE.] —ag'gra-
vat’ing, adj. —ag'gra-vat’ing-ly, adv.
—ag’gra-va’'tion, n. —ag’gra-va’tive-
ly, adv. —ag’gra-vator, n.

ag-gre-gate (v. ag'ro gat; n., adj. ag'ra git,
-gat), v,, —gat-ed, -gat-ing, n., adj. —v.
1 gather into a mass or group; collect;
unite. 2 amount to. —n. 1 mass of sepa-
rate things joined together; collection. 2
whole amount; total. —adj. 1 gathered
together in one mass or group. 2 total.
[< L aggregatus < ad- + grex flock]

in the aggregate, together; as a whole.
—ag'gre-gative, adj.

aggregate fruit, fruit made up of clusters
of ripened ovaries, as the blackberry or
raspberry.

ag-gre-ga-tion (ag'rs ga'shon), n. collec-
tion of separate things into one mass
or whole.

ag-gres-sion (o gresh’an), n. 1 first step
in an attack or quarrel; an unprovoked
attack. 2 practice of making assaults or
attacks. 3 hostility toward others. [< L
aggressio < ad- to + gradi to step]

ag-gres-sive (o gres'iv), adj. 1 beginning
an attack or quarrel. 2 having the quality
of aggression. 3 active; energetic. 4 too
confident or assertive; pushy. —ag-gres’-
sive-ly, adv. —ag-gres’sive-ness, n.

ag-gres-sor (2 gres’ar), n. one that begins
an attack or quarrel, esp. a country.

ag-grieved (o grévd’), adj. 1 injured;
wronged. 2 troubled; shocked. [< OF
agrever < L. Doublet of AGGRAVATE.]

a-ghast (o gast’; o gist’), adj. filled with
horror; terrified. [pp. of obs. agast ter-
rify; akin to GHOST]

ag-ile (aj’al), adj. 1 moving quickly and
easily; active; lively; nimble. 2 mentally
quick or inventive. [< L agilis < agere
move] —ag'ile-ly, adv. —ag'ile-ness, n.

a-gil-i-ty (ajil’a ti), n. 1 ability to move
quickly and easily; nimbleness. 2 ability
to think nimbly.

ag-i-tate (aj’s tat), v, —tat-ed, —tat-ing. 1
move or shake violently. 2 disturb; excite
feelings or thoughts. 3 argue about; dis-
cuss vigorously. 4 keep arguing and dis-
cussing to arouse public interest: agitate
for a shorter working day. [< L agitatus
< agere drive, move] —ag'i-tat’ed-
ly, adv.

ag-i-ta-tion (aj s ta’shon), n. 1 a violent
moving or shaking. 2 disturbed, upset,
or troubled state. 3 argument or discus-
sion to arouse public interest; debate.

ag-i-ta-tor (aj’s ta’tor), n. 1 person who
stirs discontent among others, esp. for a
cause. 2 device for shaking or stirring.

a-glow (o glo’), adv., adj. glowing.

ag-nos-tic (ag nos’tik), n. person who
believes that nothing is known or can
be known about the existence of God or
about things outside of human experi-
ence. —adj. of agnostics or their beliefs.
[< Gk, < a- not + gnostos (to be)
known] —ag-nos'ti-cal-ly, adv.



ag-nos-ti-cism (ag nos’to sizom), n.
the belief or intellectual attitude of
agnostics.

a-go (2 g0’), adj. gone by; past (always
after the noun): a year ago. —adv. in
the past: he went long ago. [OE agan
gone by]

a-gog (2 gog), adj. eager, curious; excited.
—adv. with eagerness, curiosity, or
excitement. [? < F en gogues in happy
mood]

a-gon-ic (a gon'ik; agon’-), adj. not
forming an angle. [< Gk., < a- without
+ gonia angle]

ag-o-nize (ag’s niz), v,, -nized, —niz-ing.
1 feel very great pain. 2 pain very much;
torture. 3 strive painfully; struggle.
—ag’o-niz’ing, adj. —ag’o-niz ing:ly,
adv.

ag-o-ny (ag’s ni), n., pl. -nies. 1 great pain
or suffering; anguish; torment. 2 intense
mental suffering. 3 the struggle often
preceding death. [< LL < Gk. agonia
struggle]

ag-o-ra (ag’o ra), n., pl. -rae (-ré). market
place in an ancient Greek city. [< Gk.]

ag-o-ra-pho-bi-a (ag’s ra fo’bi 2), n. irra-
tional fear of open spaces.

a-gou-ti (ogii'ti), n., pl -tis, -ties. a
rodent of tropical America related to
the guinea pig, but having longer legs.
[< F < Sp. < native Indian name]

A.gra (d'grs), n. city in N India; site of
the Taj Mahal.

a-grar-i-an (o grar’i on), adj. 1 having to
do with land, its use, or its ownership.
2 for the support and advancement of
the interests of farmers. 3 agricultural.
—n. person who favors a redistribution
of land. [< L agrarius < ager field] —a-
grar'i-an-ism, n.

a-gree (o gré’), v. a-greed, a-gree-ing. 1
have the same opinion or opinions: I
agree with you. 2 be in harmony; cor-
respond (with); match; coincide (with):
your story agrees with mine. 3 get along
well together. 4 consent (to): he agreed to
accompany us. 5 come to an understand-
ing, esp. in settling a dispute. 6 have a
good effect on; suit (with): this food does
not agree with me. 7 Gram. have the
same number, case, gender, person, etc.
(with): that verb agrees with its subject.
[< OF < a gre to (one€’s) liking < L ad- to
+ gratus pleasing]

a-gree-a-ble (o gré’s bal), adj. 1 to one’s
liking; pleasing: agreeable manners. 2
ready to agree; willing to agree: agree-
able to a suggestion. 3 in agreement; suit-
able (to): music agreeable to the occasion.
—a-gree "a-bil'i-ty, a-gree’a-ble-ness, n.
—a-gree’a-bly, adv.

a-greed (o gréd’), adj. 1 fixed by common
consent. 2 of like mind; agreeing.

a-gree-ment (o gré’'moant), n. 1 consent. 2
sameness of opinion. 3 harmony: corre-
sponence. 4 an agreeing; an understand-
ing reached by two or more nations,
persons, or groups of persons among
themselves. 5 document that sets forth

an understanding. 6 Gram. correspon-
dence of words with respect to number,
case, gender, person, etc.

ag-ri-busi-ness (ag'ro biz'ness), n. busi-
ness of producing agricultural products.
[blend of agriculture + business]

ag-ri-cul-tur-al (ag’'ra kul’char al), adj. 1
having to do with farming; of agricul-
ture. 2 promoting the interests or the
study of agriculture. —ag'ri-cul’tur-al-
ly, adv.

ag-ri-cul-tur-al-ist (ag’ra kul’char ol ist),
n. =agriculturist.

ag-ri-cul-ture (ag'ro kul’chor), n. farm-
ing; the raising of crops and livestock;
science or art of cultivating the ground.
[< L, < ager field + cultura cultivation]

ag-ri-cul-tur-ist (ag’ro kul’chor ist), n. 1
farmer. 2 an expert in farming.

ag-ri-mo-ny (ag'ro mo ni), n., pl. -nies.
plant with slender stalks of feathery
leaves and yellow flowers, whose roots
are used as an astringent. [< L < Gk.
argemone]

ag-ro-, combining form. 1 field; soil: agro-
chemical. 2 agriculture: agroclimatology.
3 agricultural plus ___: agro-industrial.

ag-ro-bi-ol-ogy (ag'ro biol'sjé), n. study
of plant nutrition and soil composition.

—ag’ro-bi’o-log’i-cal, adj. —ag'ro-
bi’o-log’i-cal-ly, adv. —ag ro-bi-ol’o-
gist, n.

a-gron-o-my (o gron’s mi), n. study of
crop production and farm manage-
ment; husbandry. [< Gk., < agros land
+ mnemein manage] —ag ro-nom’ic,
—ag'ro-nom’i-cal, adj. —a-gron’o-
mist, 7.

a-ground (2 ground’), adv., adj. on the
ground; on the bottom in shallow water.

agt., agent.

a-gue (a’gn), n. 1 malarial fever character-
ized by intermittent incidents of sweat-
ing and shivering. 2 fit of shivering; chill.
[< OF < L acuta (febris) severe (fever)]
—a’gu-ish, adj.

ah (4), interj. exclamation of pain, sur-
prise, pity, joy, etc.

a-ha (4 hd’), interj. exclamation of tri-
umph, satisfaction, surprise, etc.

A-hab (a’hab), n. in the Bible, king of
Israel who was led into idolatry by his
wife Jezebel.

a-head (s hed’), adv. 1 in front; before:
walk ahead of me. 2 forward; onward: go
ahead with this work. 3 in an advanced
or successful position or state. 4 in
advance: ahead of his times.
be ahead, be to the good.
get ahead, succeed.
get ahead of, surpass.

ahem (o hem’). interj. sound made to
attract attention, express doubt, gain
time, etc.

a-hold (o hold’), n. get ahold of, obtain.

-aholic, combining form. compulsively
addicted to: workaholic; chocaholic.
[taken from alcoholic]

a-hoy (o hoi’), interj. a call used by sailors
to hail persons at a distance.
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ai (1), n., pl, ais (iz). a three-toed sloth of
South America.

Al artificial intelligence.

aid (ad), v. 1 give support to; help; assist:
aid flood victims. 2 help to accomplish or
achieve something: exercise aids recov-
ery. —n. 1 help; support. 2 helper; assis-
tant. 3 U.S. aide-de-camp. [< OF aidier
<L, < ad- to + juvare help] —aid’er, n
—aid'less, adj.

aid-de-camp (ad’de kamp’), n., pl. aids-
de-camp. U.S. an aide-de-camp.

aide (ad), n. 1 assistant, especially to a
person of high rank. 2 aide-de-camp.

aide-de-camp (ad’ds kamp’), n., pl.
aides-de-camp. army or navy officer
who acts as an assistant to a superior
officer. [< F]

AIDS (adz), n. acquired immunodefi-
cency syndrome, a disease that attacks
and suppresses the body’s immune sys-
tem and leaves it vulnerable to other
infections or disease.

ai-grette (a’gret; a gret’), n. 1 tuft of feath-
ers worn as an ornament on the head.
2 anything shaped or used like this. 3
egret. [< F See EGRET.]

ai-ki-do (i ké’do), n. Japanese method of
self-defense without weapons.

ail (al), v. 1 be the matter with; trouble:
what ails the man? 2 be ill; feel sick: he is
ailing. [OE eglan]

ai-lan-thus (a lan’thas), . an Asiatic tree
with many leaflets and clusters of small,
bad-smelling, greenish flowers. [< NL
< Amboinan (language of Amboina in
the Dutch East Indies) aylanto tree of
heaven; form infl. by Gk. anthos flower]

ai-ler-on (a'lor on), n. a movable part of
an airplane wing, usually part of the
trailing edge, used primarily to maintain
lateral balance while flying. [< E, dim. of
aile < L ala wing]

ail-ment (al’'mant), 7. a slight sickness.

AIM, American Indian Movement.

aim (am), v. 1 point or direct (a gun,
blow, etc.) in order to hit a target: aim a
gun. 2 direct on€’s efforts: man aims at
happiness. 3 intend: I aim to go. 4 try: he
aims to be helpful. —n. 1 act of aiming.
2 direction aimed in; line of sighting. 3
mark aimed at; target. 4 purpose; inten-
tion; intent; object. [< OF esmer < L
aestimare appraise, and OF aesmer < VL
adaestimare] —aim’er, n.

aim-less (am’lis), adj. without purpose.
—aim’less-ly, adv. —aim’less-ness, 7.

ain’t (ant), Dial. contraction of the
phrases: a am not. b are not; is not. ¢
have not; has not. = Ain’t is not accept-
able in formal English.

Ai-nu (i'ni), n. 1 member of an aborigi-
nal, light-skinned race in N Japan, now
becoming extinct. 2 the language of
these people.

air (ar), n. 1 the mixture of gases that
surrounds the earth; atmosphere. 2 a
light wind; breeze. 3 melody; tune. 4
public mention: he gave air to his feel-
ings. 5 general character or appearance
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of anything: an air of mystery; an air of
importance.
—v. 1 put out in the air: air clothes. 2
make known; mention publicly: do not
air your troubles. —adj. 1 conducting
or supplying air: air duct. 2 using or
worked by compressed air: air drill. 3
done by means of aircraft: air photogra-
phy.
airs, unnatural or affected manners: put
on airs to impress us.
by air, on an airplane or airline.
clear the air, express views, emotions,
etc. to reduce tension or misunderstand-
ing.
in the air, a going around: wild rumors
were in the air. b uncertain.
on the air, broadcasting.
up in the air, a uncertain. b very angry
or excited. [< OF < L < Gk. aer]

air bag, bag that fills with air automati-
cally to protect passengers in an automo-
bile from serious injury in a collision.

air base, headquarters and airport for
military aircraft.

air bladder, sac in most fishes and vari-
ous animals and plants, filled with air.

air boat, small boat with a flat bottom
and driven by a large propeller fastened
above the back of the boat, esp. for use
in shallow water.

air-borne (ar'born’; -born’), adj. 1 car-
ried in aircraft or gliders. 2 carried by
air.

air brake, brake operated by a piston or
pistons worked by compressed air.

air-brush, n. device operated by com-
pressed air that is used to spray paint on
a surface. —v. to use an airbrush.

air-burst (ar'bérst’), n. exploding of a
bomb in the air.

air castle, daydream.

air chamber, any compartment filled with
air, esp. one in a hydraulic engine.

air coach, 1 low-cost class of air travel. 2
aircraft with low passenger rates.

air-con-di-tion (ar’ken dish “an), v. 1 sup-
ply with the equipment for air condi-
tioning. 2 treat (air) by means of air
conditioning.

air-con-di-tioned (ar’kan dish ‘and), adj.
having air conditioning.

air conditioner, a machine for air-condi-
tioning buildings, rooms, trains, etc.

air conditioning, a means of treating
air in buildings to regulate its humid-
ity and temperature and to free it from
dust, etc.

air-cool (ar’kiil’), v. 1 remove heat pro-
duced in a motor by blowing air on it.
2 remove heat in a room by blowing
cool air in. —air’-cooled’, adj. —air’-
cooler, n.

air-craft (ar’kraft’; -krift’), n., pl. —craft.
1 machine for air navigation that is sup-
ported in air by buoyancy (such as a bal-
loon) or by dynamic action (such as an
airplane). 2 such machines collectively
or as a class.

aircraft carrier, warship designed as a
base for aircraft.

air-crew (ar’ krit"), n. group that flies an
aircraft.

air-drome (ar’drom’), n. =airport. Also,
Brit. aerodrome. [< AIR- + Gk. dromos
race course]

air drop, delivery of food, supplies, etc.,
from aircraft, esp. as relief to victims
of a disaster or to supply troops, etc.
—air’drop’, v.

Aire-dale (ar'dal), n. large terrier having a
wiry brown or tan coat with dark mark-
ings. [< Airedale in Yorkshire, England]

air-express (ar'ik spres’), v. ship pack-
ages, etc. by air.

air express, shipment of letters, packages,
and goods by air.

air field, landing field of an airport.

air-foil (ar'foil "), n. any surface, such as a
wing, rudder, etc., designed to help lift or
control an aircraft.

air force, 1 branch of the military or
naval forces that uses aircraft. 2 Air
Force, a separate branch of the armed
forces of the U.S. that includes aviation
personnel, equipment, etc. 3 group of
fliers for military aircraft.

air-frame (ar'fram’), n. the structural
part of an airplane, ballistic missile, etc.,
apart from propulsion and guidance
components.

air-head (ar’hed’), n. a frivolous, empty-
headed person; ditz.

air hole, 1 opening through which air can
pass, esp. a space in the ice on a river,
pond, etc. 2 air pocket.

air-i-ly (ar's li), adv. in an airy manner.

air-i-ness (ar'i nis), n. airy quality.

air-ing (ar'ing), n. 1 exposure to air for
drying, etc. 2 a walk, ride, etc. in the
open air. 3 exposure to public discus-
sion, criticism, etc.: the proposed ordi-
nance is due for an airing.

air Kkiss, v. embrace and kiss, but to the
side so that the kiss does not touch the
cheek. —air kisser.

air lane, a regular route used by aircraft.
air-less (ar'lis), adj. 1 without fresh air;
stuffy. 2 without a breeze.

air letter, 1 thin sheet of paper for writ-
ing a short letter and folding to form an
envelope. 2 letter sent by air.

airlift (ar’lift"), n. 1 system of using air-
craft for transporting people and freight
to a place when land approaches are
closed. 2 aircraft used in such an opera-
tion. 3 goods and people transported.
—v. transport by airlift.

air-line (ar'lin), n. 1 system of transpor-
tation of people and things by aircraft.
2 company operating such a system. 3
route for aircraft. —air’line’, adj.

air-liner (ar'linor), n. large aircraft for
carrying many passengers.

air lock, an airtight compartment
between places where there is a differ-
ence in air pressure.

air-mail, 1 system of sending mail by
aircraft. 2 mail so sent. —v. send mail by
air. —adj. sent or to be sent by air.

air-man (ar'men), ., pl. -men. 1 enlisted
man in the air force. 2 pilot of an air-
craft. 3 one of the crew of an aircraft.

air mass, large body of air that moves
through the atmosphere over long dis-
tances without great change in tempera-
ture, etc.

air mattress, inflatable bag used as a
mattress.

air mile, measure of distance of aircraft;
nautical mile.

air-mind-ed (ar'min’did), adj. 1 inter-
ested in aviation. 2 fond of traveling by
air. —air’-mind ed-ness, 7.

air piracy, hijacking of an aircraft.

air-plane (ar’plan’), n. a mechanically
driven heavier-than-air aircraft sup-
ported in flight by the action of the air
flowing past or thrusting upward on its
fixed wings. Also, esp. Brit. aeroplane.

air pocket, a vertical current in the air
that causes a sudden drop of an air-
plane.

air pollution, contamination of the air,
esp. by exhaust from burning fossil fuels
and from waste products produced by
industrial processes.

air-port (ar’port’; -port’), n. tract of
land or water where aircraft can land
or take off, with facilities for catering
to passengers, refueling, and servicing
aircraft.

air pressure, pressure of the atmosphere.

air pump, apparatus for forcing air in or
drawing air out of something.

air raid, attack by aircraft, esp. with
bombs.

air rifle, gun worked by compressed air.

air sac, 1 small sac in the lung; alveolus.
2 air-filled space in the body of a bird,
connected with the lungs.

air service, 1 transportation of people or
things by aircraft. 2 air force (def. 1).

air-ship (ar’ship”), n. dirigible.

air-sick (ar’sik’), adj. sick as a result of
traveling by air. —air’sick 'ness, n.

air-space (ar’spas’), n. the atmosphere
as used by aircraft, esp. that part of it
regarded as under the control of a par-
ticular country, etc.

air-speed, speed of an aircraft measured
by its greater movement than that of
the air.

air-stream (ar’stréem’), n. flow of air
around a flying object, related to its
speed.

air strike, attack from aircraft on a par-
ticular target.

air-strip (ar’strip ), n. a paved or cleared
strip on which aircraft land and take
off.

air-tight (ar'tit’), adj. 1 so tight that no
air or gas can get in or out. 2 having
no weak points open to an opponent’s
attack.

air time, 1 start of a radio or television
broadcast. 2 length of time a show is



broadcast, esp. as a measure for pricing
advertisements.

air-to-air (ar'tu ar’), adj. 1 launched from
one flying aircraft, to another: air-to-air
rockets. 2 between two flying aircraft:
air-to-air refueling.

air waves, =broadcasting.

air-way (ar'wa’), n. 1 route for aircraft. 2
passage for air.

air-wor-thy (ar'weér 'thi), adj. fit or safe for
service in the air. —air’wor "thi-ness, 7.

air-y (ar'i), adj. air-i-er, air-i-est. 1 like
air; not solid or substantial. 2 light as
air; graceful; delicate. 3 light in man-
ner; light-hearted. 4 open to the air;
breezy. 5 reaching high into the air;
lofty. 6 of air; in the air. 7 unnatural;
affected.

aisle (il), n. 1 passage between rows of
seats in a hall, theater, school, etc. 2 any
long or narrow passageway, as in a store.
3 part of a church along the side of the
nave, separated from it by columns or
piers. [< OF < L ala wing; infl. in form
by isle and in meaning by alley] —aisled
(ild), adj.

Aix-la-Cha-pelle (aks’ld shd pel’), n.
French name of Aachen.

ajar' (sjar’), adj., adv. partly opened.
[ME on char on the turn; OE cerr turn]

a-jar® (9 jir’), adv, adj. not in harmony.
[< a-in + jar discord]

A-jax (a'jaks), n. Gk. Legend. Greek hero
at the siege of Troy.

AK, (zip code) Alaska.

aka or a.k.a., also known as.

AKC, American Kennel Club.

a-kene (a kén’), n. achene.

A-kihi-to (d'ké hé’td), n. emperor of
Japan (1989- ).

a-kim-bo (5 kim’bo), adj., adv. with the
hand on the hip and the elbow bent out-
ward. [ME in kene bowe, appar., in keen
bow, at a sharp angle]

a-kin (5 kin’), adj. 1 related by blood; your
cousins are akin to you. 2 alike: similar.
[for of kin]

al- prefix. to or toward, form of ad-
before -I-.

—al', suffix. of; like; having the nature
of, as in ornamental. [< L -alis, -ale
pertaining to]

-al?, suffix. act of ___ing, as in refusal.
[< L -ale, neut. of -alis]

AL, (zip code) Alabama.

Al, aluminum.

ala (d'ls), French ala (4 14), after; accord-
ing to: a la Roman.

Ala., Alabama.

Al-a-bam-a (al s bam’s), n. southern state
of the United States. —Al’a-bam’an,
Al’a-bam’i-an adj., n.

al-a-bam-ine (al o bam’én; -in), n. =asta-
tine.

al-a-bas-ter (al’s bas’tor; -bids’-), n. 1
a smooth white, translucent variety of
gypsum. 2 a variety of calcite, often
banded like marble. —adj. Also, al-a-
bas-trine, of or like alabaster. [< L < Gk.
alabast(r)os an alabaster box|

a la carte (d" lo kdrt’), with a state price
for each dish. [< F]

a-lack (s lak’), interj. Archaic. exclamation
of sorrow or regret; alas.

aJac-ri-ty (o lakra ti), n. 1 brisk and eager
action; liveliness. 2 cheerful willingness.
[< L, < alacer brisk] —a-lac'ri-tous, adj.

A-lad-din (slad’on), n. a youth in The
Arabian Nights, who found a magic
lamp and a magic ring.

a la king (4" lo king’), creamed with
pimiento or green pepper: chicken a
la king.

al-a-me-da (al’o ma’ds), n. SW U.S.
promenade with trees, esp. poplars, on
each side. [< Sp., < dlamo poplar]

Al-a-mo (al’a m6), n. a mission in San
Antonio, Texas. After a siege, Mexicans
captured it from Americans on March
6,1836.

a la mode, a la mode, or a-la-mode
(3" lomod’; al’s-), adv. 1 according
to the prevailing fashion; in style. 2
Cookery. a (of desserts) served with ice
cream. b (of meat) cooked with veg-
etables. [< F]

Al-a-ric (al’a rik), n. 3702-410 A.p., king
of the Visigoths who captured Rome
in 410 A.D.

aslarm (5 lirm’), n. 1 sudden fear or
fright. 2 a warning of approaching dan-
ger. 3 thing that gives such a warning.
4 call to arms or action. 5 a device that
makes noise to warn or awaken people.
—v. 1 fill with sudden fear. 2 warn (any-
one) of approaching danger. [< OF <
Ital., < allarme! to arms!]

alarm clock, clock that can be set to make
a noise at any desired time.

a-larm-ing (s lir'ming), adj. that alarms;
frightening. —a-larm’ing-ly, adv.

alarm-ist (s lar'mist), n. person who is
easily alarmed or alarms others need-
lessly or on very slight grounds. —a-
larm’ism, n.

alar-um (s lar'am; o lir’-), n. Archaic.
alarm.

aas (o las’; o lds’), interj. exclamation of
sorrow, grief, regret, pity, or dread. [< OF
a ah + las miserable < L lassus weary]

Alas., Alaska.

A-as-ka (o las’ks), n. the largest state
of the United States, in NW North
America. —A-las'kan, adj., n.

Alaska Highway, a highway that extends
from Dawson Creek, British Columbia,
Canada, to Fairbanks, Alaska.

alate (a’lat), a-lat-ed (-id), adj. having
wings or winglike parts. [< L, < ala
wing]

alb (alb), n. a white linen robe worn by
Roman Catholic and some Anglican
priests at the Eucharist. [< L (vestis) alba
white (robe)]

al-ba-core (al’bs kor; —kor), n., pl. —cores
or (esp. collectively) -core. a long-finned,
edible fish related to the tuna, found in
the Atlantic. [< Pg. < Ar. al-bakiira]

Al-ba-ni-a (al ba'ni 9; -ban’ys), n. coun-
try in Europe, between the former
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Yugoslavia and Greece. —Al-ba’ni-an,
adj., n.

Al-ba-ny (0l'ba ni), n. capital of New
York State.

al-ba-tross (al’ba tros; —tros), n. 1 any
of various web-footed sea birds related
to the petrel. 2 Fig. burden, hindrance.
[var. of obs. alcatras frigate bird < Sp.
< Pg. < Ar. al-qadus the bucket < Gk.
kados < Phoenician]

Al-bee (0l'bé), n. Edward, 1928- ,
American playwright.

al-be-it (61 bé’it), conj. although; even
though. [ME al be it although it be]

Al-ber-ta (al bér'ts), n. province in W
Canada.

al-bi-no (al bi'nd), n., pl. -nos. 1 person
lacking pigmentation. Albinos have pale
skin, light hair, and pink eyes. 2 any
animal or plant that has pale, defective
coloring. [< Pg., < albo < L albus white]
—al-bin"ic, adj. —al bi-nism, n.

Al-bi-on (al’bi an), n. Poetic. England.

al-bum (al’bom), n. 1 book with blank
pages for pictures, stamps, etc. 2 col-
lection of recordings, as on a CD. [< L,
tablet, neut. of albus white]

al-bu-men (al ba'moan, n. 1 white of an
egg, consisting mostly of albumin dis-
solved in water. 2 Chem. albumin. 3
Bot. endosperm. [ < L albumen < albus
white]

al-bu-min (al ba’'mon), n. Chem. any
of a class of proteins soluble in water
and found in the white of egg and in
many other animal and plant tissues
and juices, esp. C_H, \N O, S. [< L. See
ALBUMEN. ]

Al-bu-quer-que (al’bs kér'ké), n. city in
central New Mexico.

Al-ca-traz (al’ks traz), n. 1 island in San
Francisco Bay. 2 former U.S. peniten-
tiary there.

al-ca-zar (al'ke zdr; al kaz'or), n. palace
of the Spanish Moors. [< Ar. al-qasr the
castle < L castrum fort]

al-che-mist (al’ks mist), n. person who
studied alchemy. —al’che-mis’tic, al’-
che-mis’ti-cal, adj.

al-che-my (al’ks mi), n. 1 medieval chem-
istry, esp. the search for a process by
which baser metals could be turned
into gold. 2 Fig. magic power or process
for changing one thing into another.
[< OF < Med.L < Ar. al-kimiya’, < LGk.
chymeia < Gk. chyma molten metal]
—al-chem “ic, —al-chem’i-cal, adj. —al-
chem'i-cal ly, adv.

al-co-hol (al’ks hol; —hol), n. 1 colorless
liquid, C,H,OH, in wine, beer, whiskey,
gin, etc., that makes them intoxicating;
grain alcohol; ethyl alcohol. Alcohol is
used in medicine, in manufacturing,
and as a fuel. 2 any intoxicating liquor
containing this liquid. 3 any of a group
of similar organic compounds. Alcohols
contain a hydroxyl group and react with
organic acids to form esters. [< Med.
L (orig., “fine powder,” then “essence”)
< Ar. al-kuhl powdered antimony]
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al-co-hol-ic (al ks hol’ik; -hol’-), adj. 1
of alcohol. 2 containing alcohol. 3 suf-
fering from the excessive use of alco-
holic liquors. —n. person suffering from
alcoholism.

al-co-hol-ism (al’ks hol iz"am; -hol-), n.
1 a disease having as its chief symptom
the inability to drink alcoholic liquors
in moderation. 2 a diseased condition
caused by drinking too much alcoholic
liquor.

Al-co-ran (al’ko rdn’; -ran’), n. the
Koran.

al-cove (al’kov), n. 1 small room opening
out of a larger room. 2 part in a wall
set back from the rest. 3 summerhouse.
[< F < Sp. < Ar. al-qubba the vaulted
chamber]

Ald., Aldm., Alderman.

al-de-hyde (al’do hid), n. 1 a transparent,
colorless liquid, CH,CHO, with a suffo-
cating smell, produced by the partial oxi-
dation of ordinary alcohol. 2 any similar
organic compound. —al"de-hy’dic, adj.

Al-den (61'dan), n. John, 1599?-1687, one
of the Pilgrims who settled at Plymouth,
Massachusetts.

al-der (6l'dar), n. any of several trees and
shrubs that usually grow in wet land and
have clusters of catkins. [OE alor]

al-der-man (61'dor man), n., pl. -men. 1
U.S. member of a council that governs
a city. 2 in English and Irish cities, a
member of a city or county council
next in rank to the mayor. [see ELDER']
—al’der-man-cy, al’der-man-ship’, n.
—al-der-man “ic, adj.

Al-der-ney (il'der ni), n., pl. -neys. 1
one of a group of British islands in the
English Channel. 2 one of a breed of
dairy cattle.

ale (al), n. a heavy, bitter beer, fermented
from hops and malt. [OE alu]

alee (51¢"), adv., adj. on or toward the
side of a ship that is away from the wind.
[< Scand., < a on + hlé shelter, lee]

ale-house (al’hous’), n. place where ale or
beer is sold; pub.

a-lem-bic (o lem'bik), #. 1 a glass or metal
container formerly used in distilling.
2 Fig. something that transforms or
refines. [< Med.L < Ar. al anbiq the still
< Gk. ambix cup]

A-lengon (4 14N-sON’ for I; o len’sen,
-son for 2), n. 1 city in NW France. 2
lace made there.

A-lep-po (s lep’d), n. city in NW Syria.

alert (alért’), adj. 1 watchful; wide-
awake. 2 brisk; active; nimble. —n. 1 a
signal warning of an air attack. 2 a signal
to troops, etc., to be ready for action.
—v. 1 warn against and prepare for an
approaching air attack. 2 notify; arouse.
on the alert, on the lookout; watchful;
wide-awake. [ < F < Ital. all’ erta on the
watch, ult. < L erigere raise up] —a-
lert'ly, adv. —a-lert'ness, n.

Al-e-ut (al'i iit), n. 1 native of the Aleutian
Islands. 2 language of these people. —A-
leu'tian, adj.

A-leu-tians (o lii’shonz), or Aleutian
Islands, n.pl. chain of many small
islands SW of Alaska, belonging to the
United States.

ale-wife (al'wif"), n., pl. ~-wives. Am. a sea
fish related to the herring and the shad.

Al-ex-an-der the Great (al’igzan’doar;
-zdn’-), n. 356-323 B.C., king of Mace-
donia from 336 to 323 B.c.

Al-ex-an-dri-a (al’igzan’drie; -zén’-),
n. seaport in N Egypt, on the Mediter-
ranean.

Al-ex-an-dri-an (al 'ig zan'dri an; -zdn’-),
adj. 1 of Alexandria. 2 of Alexander the
Great. 3 of Alexandrine verse.

Al-ex-an-drine (al’igzan’drin; -drén;
-zdn’-), n. line of poetry having six
iambic feet, with a caesura (pause) after
the third foot.

al-fal-fa (al fal'fe), n. a plant of the pea
family, grown for pasture and forage;
lucerne. [< Sp. < Ar. al-fas fasah the best
kind of fodder]

Alfred (al’frid), n. (“Alfred the Great”)
849-899 A.p., king of the West Saxons,
871-899 A.D.

al-fres-co, al fres-co (al fres'ko), adv., adj.
in the open air; outdoors. [< Ital.]

alg., algebra.

al-ga (al’ga), n., pl. —-gae (-jé). one of the
algae. —al"gal, adj.

al-gae (al’jé), n.pl. group of plants that
have chlorophyll but do not have true
stems, roots, or leaves. Some algae are
single-celled and form scum on rocks;
others, such as the seaweeds, are very
large. [< L, seaweed]

al-ge-bra (al’jo bra), n. branch of math-
ematics in which quantities are denoted
by letters, negative numbers as well as
ordinary numbers are used, and prob-
lems are solved in the form of equations.
[<Med.L < Ar. al-jebr the bone setting;
hence, reduction] —al-ge-bra’ic, al’ge-
bra'i-cal, adj. —al’ge-bra’i-cal-ly, adv.

al-ge-bra-ist (al’jo bra’ist), n. expert in
algebra.

Al-ge-ri-a (al jir'i ), n. country in N Africa.
—Al’geari-an, Al ge-rine, adj., n.

Al-giers (al jirz’), n. 1 capital of Algeria.
2 Algeria.

AL-GOL (al’gol), n. computer language.

Al-gon-ki-an (al gong’kéan), n. 1 the
most widespread linguistic stock of
American Indians. 2 an Indian belong-
ing to an Algonkian tribe. —adj. of or
belonging to this linguistic stock.

Al-gon-quin (al gong’kin; -kwin), n. 1
member of a family of North American
Indian tribes living in eastern Canada.
2 the language of any of these tribes. 3
any Algonkian.

al-go-rithm (al go rith’am), n. procedure
for solving a mathematical problem.
—al’go-rith'mic, adj.

Al-ham-bra (al ham’brs), n. palace of the
Moorish kings at Granada, Spain.

al-ien-ate (al’yon at; a'lion-), v, -at-ed,
—at-ing. 1 turn away in feeling or affec-
tion; make unfriendly. 2 transfer the

ownership of (property) to another.
—al’ien-a’tion, n.

al-ien-ist (al’yon ist; a'li an-), n. psychia-
trist, esp. one who testifies in court. [< F
< L alienus insane]

alight' (31it’), v, a-light-ed or a-it, a-
light-ing. 1 get down; get off, as from
horseback; dismount. 2 come down
from the air and settle: a bird alights on
a tree. 3 come upon by chance; happen
to find. [OE alihtan]

alight? (s lit'), adv., adj. 1 lighted up: her
face was alight with joy. 2 on fire. [OE
aliht illuminated]

align (2 lin’), v. 1 bring into line; adjust to
a line: align the sights of a gun. 2 form in
line: the troops aligned. 3 join with oth-
ers in or against a cause: Britain aligned
with the U.S. in the Iraq War. Also, aline.
[< E < a- to + ligner < L, < linea line]
—a-lign’er, n. —a-lign'ment, .

alike (olik’), adv. 1 in the same way.
2 similarly; equally. —adj. like one
another; similar. [OE gelic, onlic]

al-i-ment (al’s mont), n. nourishment;
food. [< L alimentum < alere nour-
ish] —al’i-men’tal adj. —al’i-men’tal-
ly, adv.

al-i-men-ta-ry (al’s men'ts ri; —men’tri),
adj. 1 having to do with food and nutri-
tion. 2 nourishing; nutritious. 3 provid-
ing support.

alimentary canal, the digestive tract of
any animal, extending from the mouth
to the anus.

al-i-men-ta-tion (al’s men ta’shon), n.
1 nutrition. 2 support. —al’i-men "ta-
tive, adj.

al-i-mo-ny (al’s mé'ni), n. regular pay-
ment of money that a person must
make to a spouse after a legal separa-
tion or divorce. [ < L alimonia < alere
nourish]

aline (o lin’), v, a-lined, a-lin-ing. =align.
—a-line’'ment, n. —a-lin’er, n.

al-i-quant (al’s kwant), adj. not dividing
a number without a remainder: 5 is an
aliquant part of 14. [< L, < alius other +
quantus how much]

al-i-quot (al’s kwat), adj. dividing a num-
ber without a remainder: 3 is an aliquot
part of 12. [< L, < alius some + quot
how many]

a-it (2 1it’), v. pt. and pp. of alight'.

alive (o liv’), adj. 1 living; not dead: the
man is alive. 2 in continued activity or
operation: keep the principles of liberty
alive. 3 of all living: happiest man alive.
4 active; sprightly; lively. 5 connected to
an electric source; live. 6 connected for
broadcast or recording.

alive to, awake to; sensitive to.

alive with, full of; swarming with.

look alive, hurry up! [OE on life in life]
—a-live’ness, n.

al-ka-li (al'ke Ii), n., pl. -lis, -lies. 1 any
base or hydroxide that is soluble in
water, neutralizes acids and forms salts
with them, and turns red litmus blue. 2
any salt or mixture of salts that neutral-



izes acids. [< MF < Ar. al-qali the ashes
of saltwort (a genus of plants)]

al-ka-line (al’ke lin; -lin), adj. 1 of or
like an alkali. 2 impregnated with alkali.
—alka-lin’i-ty, n.

alkaline-earth metals, group of elements
including calcium, strontium, barium,
magnesium, and radium.

alkaline earths, oxides of the alkaline-
earth metals.

al-ka-lize (al’ke liz), v., -lized, -liz-ing.
make alkaline. —al 'ka-li-za’tion, n.

al-ka-loid (al’ks loid), n. any organic base
containing nitrogen. Many alkaloids
from plants are drugs, such as strych-
nine, morphine, and quinine.

al-ka-loi-dal (al ke loi’dal), adj. of or hav-
ing to do with an alkaloid or alkaloids.

all (3l), adj. 1 the whole of: all Europe. 2
every one of: all men. 3 the greatest pos-
sible: with all speed. —pron. 1 (pl. in use)
the whole number: all of us are going. 2
(sing. in use) everything: all that glitters
is not gold. —adv. 1 entirely: the cake is
all gone. 2 each: the score was one all.
above all, before everything else.
after all, nevertheless.
all but, nearly.
all in, weary.
all in all, a everything. b completely.
at all, a under any conditions. b in any
way.
in all, altogether. [OE eall]

Allah (al’s; 4'l5), n. the Muslim name of
the Supreme Being.

all-A-mer-i-can (6l’s mer’s kan), adj. 1
representing the whole United States. 2
made up entirely of Americans or Ameri-
can elements. 3 selected as the best in the
United States. 4 characteristic of America
or Americans. —#. an all-American per-
son, esp. a player on a team.

all-a-round (61's round’), adj. 1 able to
do many things; useful in many ways.
2 including all. —all’-a-round’er, n.
—all’-a-round’ness, 7.

al-lay (o 12’), v,, -layed, -lay-ing. 1 put at
rest; quiet; calm: his fears were allayed. 2
relieve; check: fever allayed by medicine.
3 make less. [OE alecgan] —al-lay’er, n.
—al-lay’'ment, n.

all clear, signal indicating the end of dan-
ger. —all’-clear’, adj.

al-le-ga-tion (al’s ga’shon), n. 1 assertion
without proof. 2 act of alleging; asser-
tion: the lawyer’s allegation was proved. 3
assertion made as a plea or excuse.

allege (alej’), v., -leged, -leg-ing. 1
assert without proof; the alleged theft
never happened. 2 state positively;
affirm: this man alleges that his watch
has been stolen. 3 give or bring forward
as a reason, etc; produce; cite. [< AF
alegier < L ex- + litigare strive, sue; with
sense of L allegare charge] —al-lege’a-
ble, adj. —al-leg’er, n.

al-leg-ed-ly (o lej'id li), adv. according to
what is or has been alleged.

Al-le-ghe-nies (al "5 ga'niz; al’s ga 'niz), or
Allegheny Mountains, n.pl. a moun-

tain range in Pennsylvania, Maryland,
Virginia, and West Virginia. —Al’le-
ghe'ni-an, n., adj.

al-le-giance (21&’jons), n. 1 the loyalty
owed by a citizen to his country or by
a subject to his ruler. 2 loyalty; faithful-
ness; devotion. [ME ligeaunce < OF,
< lige liege]

al-le-gor-i-cal (al’s gor’s kal; -gor’-),
al-le-gor-ic (-ik), adj. using allegory.
—al’le-gor’i-cally, adv. —al’le-gor’i-
cal-ness, n.

al-le-go-rist (al’s go rist; —~go "—; al’s go rist),
n. one who uses allegories.

al-le-go-rize (al’s go riz), v., -rized, -riz-
ing. 1 make into allegory. 2 treat or
interpret as an allegory. 3 use allegory.
—al’le-gor’i-za’tion, n. —al’le-go-
riz’er, n.

al-le-go-ry (al’s g6 ri; -go "), n., pl. -ries.
story which is told to explain or teach
something: Many nursery rhymes are
allegories. [< L < Gk., < allos other +
agoreuein speak]

al-le-gret-to (al’ gret’o), adj., adv., n., pl.
—tos. —adj. moderately fast. —adv., in
a moderately fast tempo. —#n. a moder-
ately fast musical passage or piece.

al-le-gro (s 1a’gro; 2 leg'ro), adj., adv., n.,
pl. —gros. —adj. quick; lively. —adv. in
a quick, lively tempo. —n. a quick, lively
musical passage or piece. [< Ital. < L
alacer brisk]

al-le-lu-ia (al’sli'ys), liturgical form
of hallelujah, meaning “praise ye the
Lord” —n. hymn of praise to the Lord.
[< L < Gk. < Heb. hallelijah praise ye
Jehovah]

al-ler-gen (al’ar jon), n. thing that causes
or reveals an allergy in a person or ani-
mal. —al-ler-gen’ic, adj.

al-ler-gic (o ler’jik), adj. 1 of allergy. 2
having an allergy. —al-ler’gi-cal-ly, adv.

aller-gy (al’ar ji), n., pl. -gies. unusual
sensitiveness to a particular substance,
as certain pollens and dusts. [< NL < Gk.
allos different, strange + ergon action]

al-le-vi-ate (o lé'vi at), v., —at-ed, —at-ing.
1 make easier to endure (suffering of the
body or mind); allay; mitigate. 2 lessen;
diminish. [< LL, < L ad- up + levis light]
—alle’vi-a'tion, n. —al-le’vi-a tive,
adj., n. —al-le’vi-a "tor, n.

al-ley (al'i), n., pl. -leys. 1 a narrow back
street, especially one that is behind a
row of buildings in a city or town. 2
Brit. a narrow street. 3 path in a park
or garden, bordered by trees. 4 a long,
narrow enclosed place for bowling.
[< OF alee a going]

al-ley-way (al'iwa’), n. 1 a narrow lane
in a city or town, especially one that
is behind buildings. 2 a narrow pas-
sageway.

All Fools’ Day, April 1, April Fools’ Day.

all fours, 1 all four legs of an animal. 2
arms and legs of a person; hands and
knees.

All-hal-lows (6]l'hal’6z), n. Nov. 1, All
Saints’ Day.
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al-li-ance (5 li'ons), n. 1 union formed by
agreement; joining of interests. An alli-
ance may be a joining of family interests
by marriage, a joining of national inter-
ests by treaty, etc. 2 nations, persons,
etc., who belong to such a union. 3
association; connection. 4 similarity in
structure or descent. [< OF, < alier unite
<L, < ad- to + ligare bind]

allied (s1id’; al'id), adj. 1 united by
agreement or treaty: allied nations. 2
associated: allied banks. 3 connected by
nature; akin: allied animals. 4 Allied, of
the Allies of World War I and 1II.

Allies (al'iz; aliz’), n.pl. 1 nations that
fought against Germany and Austria
in World War 1. 2 nations that fought
against Germany, Italy, and Japan in
World War II.

al-li-ga-tor (al "> ga tor), ., v. 1 American
reptile, similar to the crocodile but hav-
ing a shorter and flatter head. 2 leather
prepared from its skin. —v. become
cracked or blistered on the surface.
[< Sp. el lagarto the lizard < L lacertus
lizard]

alligator pear, =avocado.

al-lit-er-ate (o lit'ar at), v., —at-ed, —at-ing.
1 begin with the same letter or sound. 2
use alliteration. [< L ad- to + litera let-
ter] —al-lit’er-a"tor, n.

al-lit-er-a-tion (o lit"or a’shon), n. repeti-
tion of the same first letter or sound in a
group of words or line of poetry; initial
rhyme. Example: the sun sank slowly.
—al-lit'er-a"tive, adj. —al-lit’er-ative-
ly, adv. —al-lit’er-a"tive-ness, n.

al-lo-cate (al’s kat), v., —cat-ed, —cat-ing.
1 assign or allot, as a share, portion, etc.;
distribute. 2 locate. [< Med.L, < L ad- to,
at + Jocare to place] —al’lo-ca’tion. n.

al-lo-path (al’s path),al-lop-a-thist(a lop’-
3 thist), n. 1 doctor who uses allopathy.
2 person who favors allopathy.

al-lop-a-thy (2 lop’s thi), n. method of
treating a disease by using remedies
to produce effects different from those
caused by the disease treated (opposite
of homeopathy). [< G < Gk. allos other
+ —pATHY| —al lo-path’ic, adj. —al'lo-
path’i-cal-ly, adv.

al-lo-phone (al’s fon), n. one of the sev-
eral individual sounds belonging to a
single phoneme. The t in take and the ¢
in try are allophones of the phoneme t.
[< Gk. allos other + phone sound]

aldlot (alot’), v, -lot-ted, -lot-ting. 1
divide and distribute in parts or shares:
profits allotted to the partners. 2 appro-
priate to a special purpose. [< OF aloter.
See LoT.] —al-lot’ta-ble, adj. —al-lot’-
ter, n.

al-lot-ment (s lot’'mant), n. 1 division and
distribution in parts or shares. 2 share.

al-lo-trope (al’s trop), n. an allotropic
form.

al-lo-trop-ic (al’s trop’ik), adj. occurring
in two or more forms that differ in
physical and chemical properties but
not in the kind of atoms of which they
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are composed, as oxygen and ozone.
—al’lo-trop’i-cal, adj. —al’lo-trop’i-
cally, adv.

al-lot-ro-py (s lot’ra pi), al-lot-ro-pism
(-pizom), n. the property or fact of
being allotropic. [< Gk., < allos other +
tropos way]

all-out (6l'out’), adj. greatest possible.
—adbv. to the greatest possible extent.

al-low (2 lou’), v. 1 permit: smoking is not
allowed. 2 let have; give; grant: allow $10
a week for lunch. 3 admit; acknowledge;
recognize: allow a claim. 4 add or sub-
tract to make up for something: allow
an extra hour for traveling time. 5 say
or think.
allow for, take into consideration; pro-
vide for. [< OF alouer < L allaudare (<
ad- + laudare praise) and allocare ALLO-
cATE] —al-low’er, n.

al-low-a-ble (o lou’s bal), adj. 1 allowed
by law or by a person in authority. 2
permitted by the rules of the game; not
forbidden. —al-low’a-ble-ness, n. —al-
low’a-bly, adv.

al-low-ance (alou’ans), n., v., -anced,
-anc-ing. —n. 1 definite portion or
amount given out: a weekly allowance.
2 subtraction or addition to make up for
something: an allowance on a used car. 3
an allowing: allowance of a claim. 4 tol-
erance: no allowance of smoking. —v. put
upon an allowance; to limit (supplies,
food, etc.) to a fixed, regular amount.
make allowance for or make allow-
ances, take into consideration: make
allowance for their inexperience.

al-low-ed-ly (o lou’id li), adv. admittedly.

al-loy (n. al’oi, s loi’; v. 2 loi’), n. 1 an infe-
rior metal mixed with a more valuable
one. 2 metal made by the fusion of two
or more metals, or a metal and a non-
metal. 3 any injurious addition: no hap-
piness is without alloy. —v. 1 make into
an alloy. 2 lower in value by mixing with
an inferior metal: alloy gold with copper.
3 make worse; debase: happiness alloyed
by misfortune. [< OF alei < L, < ad- to +
ligare bind. Doublet of ALLY.]

all-pur-pose (0l'pér’pas), adj. that can be
used for any end: all-purpose thread.

all right, 1 without error; correct. 2 yes.
3 certainly. 4 in good health. 5 satisfac-
tory.

all-round (61'round’), adj. 1 =all-around.
2 extending everywhere around.

All Saints’ Day, Nov. 1, a church festival
honoring all the saints; Allhallows.

all-spice (6l’spis’), n. 1 a spice having
a flavor like a mixture of cinnamon,
nutmeg, and cloves. 2 the berry of the
West Indian pimento tree that it is made
from.

all-star (6l'stdr’), adj. composed of the
best players or performers. —n. member
of an all-star team or group.

al-lude (olad’), v, -lud-ed, -lud-ing.
refer indirectly; mention slightly (to): do
not mention or even allude to his defor-
mity. [< L, < ad- with + ludere play]

al-lure (slar’), v, -lured, -lur-ing, .
—v. 1 fascinate; charm. 2 tempt by some
advantage. —n. attractiveness. [< OF
alurer LURE] —al-lure’ment, n. —al-
lur’er, n.

al-lur-ing (o lur'ing), adj. 1 tempting. 2
attractive. —al-lur’ing-ly, adv. —al-lur’-
ing-ness, 7.

al-lu-sion (5 lii’zhan), n. 1 an indirect or
casual reference; slight mention. 2 refer-
ence to a well-known quotation or fact
to give emphasis.

al-lu-sive (2 lii’siv), adj. containing allu-
sions. —al-lu’sive-ly, adv. —al-lu’sive-
ness, 7.

al-lu-vi-al (5 lii'vi al), adj. consisting of or
forming alluvium. —n. alluvial soil.

al-lu-vi-um (o li'viom), n., pl. -vi-ums,
-vi-a (-vioa). sand, mud, etc., left by
flowing water. [< L, < ad- up + luere
wash]

ally (v. o It’; m. al'i, 0 It'), v, -lied, -ly-ing,
n., pl. -lies. —v. 1 unite by formal agree-
ment, as by marriage, treaty, or league
(to or with): France allied itself with
England. 2 connect by some relation,
as of likeness, kinship, or friendship. 3
enter into an alliance. —n. 1 person or
nation united with another for some
special purpose. 2 a related animal,
plant, or thing. 3 helper; supporter. See
also Allies. [< OF alier < L, < ad- to +
ligare bind. Doublet of ALLOY.]

—ally, suffix, forming adverbs. in a man-
ner: frantically = in a frantic manner.

al-ma ma-ter, Al-ma Ma-ter (al’'mo mi’-
tar; dl-; al’'me ma'ter), person’s school,
college, or university. [< L, nourishing
mother]

al-ma-nac (6I'mo nak), n. 1 table or
book of tables containing a calendar,
astronomical data, etc. 2 book pub-
lished yearly that gives summaries of
world events and other information.
[< Med.L < Sp. < Ar. almanakh, appar.
< LGKk. almenichiakon calendar]

al-might.y (0l mit'i), adj. 1 having
supreme power; all-powerful; omnipo-
tent. 2 great; very. —adv. exceedingly.
—n. the Almighty, God. —al-might’i-
ly, adv. —al-might’i-ness, n.

al-mond (i’'mand); am’ond), . 1 the nut,
or seed, of a peachlike fruit growing in
warm regions. 2 tree that it grows on.
[< OF almande < L < Gk. amygdale]
—al’'mond:-like’, adj.

al-mon-er (al’'mon ar; 4'mon-), n. person
who distributes alms for a king, monas-
tery, etc. [< OF almosnier < VL alemos-
ynarius of ALMS]

al-mon-ry (al'menri; d'men-), n., pl.
-ries. place where alms are distributed.

al-most (01'most; 6l most’), adv. nearly.
[OE eal mast nearly]

alms (dmz), n.pl. (sometimes sing. in use)
money or gifts to help the poor. [< VL
< L < Gk. eleemosyne compassion
< eleos mercy]

alms-giv-ing (4mz’'giv’ing), n., adj. giving
help to the poor. —alms’giv’er, n.

alms-house (dmz'hous’), n. Brit. house
endowed by private charity for the poor
to live in.

al-oe (al’0), n., pl. —oes. 1 plant having a
long spike of flowers and thick, narrow
leaves, that grows in South Africa and
other warm, dry climates. 2 aloes (sing.
in use), a bitter drug made from the
leaves of this plant. 3 the century plant.
See agave. [< L < Gk]

a-loft (2 16t"; 2 loft’), adv., adj. 1 far above
the earth; high up. 2 high above the deck
of a ship in the rigging. [< Scand. a lopti
in the air]

a-lo-ha (216's; 416’hd), n., interj. 1 hello;
welcome. 2 good-by. [< Hawaiian]

a-lone (alon’), adj. 1 apart from other
persons or things: he was alone. 2 only:
he alone remained. 3 without anything
more. 4 unique.

leave alone, not bother.

let alone, a not bother. b not to men-
tion. —adv. only; merely. [ME al one all
(completely) one] —a-lone’ness, .

a-long (a16ng’; 2long’), prep. on or by
the length of; lengthwise of: walk along
a river. —adv. 1 lengthwise: cars parked
along by the stadium. 2 onward: let us
walk along. 3 together (with): I'll go
along with you.

all along, all the time. [OE andlang]

a-long-shore (a16ng’shor’; o long’-;
—shor’), adv. near or along the shore.

a-long-side (216ng'sid’; s long’-), adv.
side by side: anchor alongside. —prep.
beside: alongside the wharf.

a-loof (5 laf’), adv. withdrawn; apart: aloof
from the others. —adj. unsympathetic;
indifferent. [< a- on + loof windward,
prob. < Du. loef] —a-loofly, adv. —a-
loof'ness, n.

a-loud (o loud’), adv. 1 loud enough to
be heard: read aloud. 2 in a loud voice;
loudly.

al-pac-a (al pak’s), n. 1 a variety of llama
with long, soft, silky hair or wool. 2 its
wool. 3 cloth made from this wool. [< Sp.
< Ar. al the + Peruvian paco alpaca]

al-pen-horn (al’pon horn’), alp-horn
(alp’hérn’), n. long, powerful horn used
in Switzerland for calling sheep, signals,
etc. [< G]

al-pen-stock (al’ponstok’), n. a strong
staff with an iron point, used in climb-
ing mountains. [< G]

al-pha (al'fs), n. 1 the first letter of the
Greek alphabet (A, a). 2 the first; begin-
ning. 3 first; best; strongest: alpha female;
Rufus is the alpha of the pack.

al-pha-bet (al’fo bet), n. 1 series of char-
acters or signs representing sounds,
used in writing a language. 2 letters of
a language arranged in the customary
order. 3 elementary principles. [< LL
< Gk., < alpha A + beta B]

al-pha-bet-i-cal (al’fo bet’s kal), al-pha-
bet-ic (-bet’ik), adj. 1 arranged in the
order of the alphabet. 2 of the alphabet.
3 using an alphabet. —al "pha-bet’i-cal-
ly, adv.



al-pha-bet-ize (al’fo ba tiz), v., -ized, -iz-
ing. 1 arrange in alphabetical order. 2
express by an alphabet. —al pha-bet-i-
za'tion, n. —al’pha-bet-iz er, n.

alpha decay, disintegration of a radio-
active substance by emission of alpha
particles.

alpha particle, positively charged particle
consisting of two protons and two neu-
trons, released in the disintegration of
radioactive substances, as radium.

alpha ray, stream of alpha particles.

Al-pine (al’pin; —pin), adj. 1 of the Alps.
2 alpine, a of high mountains. b very
high.

Alps (alps), n.pl. mountain system in S
Europe, famous for its beautiful scenery.

al Qaida (al ki'ds, -ka’-), loosely con-
nected Muslim organization that follows
Islamist principles. [< Ar. the base, a
name bestowed by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency]

al-read-y (6l red’i), adv. before this time;
by this time; even now: the house is
already full.

al-right (6l rit’), adv. =all right.

Al-sace (al’sas; -sas; al sas’), n. region in
NE France. —Al-sa’tian, adj., n.

Al-sace-Lor-raine (al’sas Io ran’; al’sas-),
n. Alsace and Lorraine, region in NE
France.

al-so (01's0), adv. in addition; too. [< OE
ealswa all so, quite so]

also ran (0l's6ran’), person who is
roundly defeated in a contest, as an
election.

alt., 1 alternate. 2 altitude.

al-tar (0l'tor), n. 1 table or stand in the
most sacred part of a church, syna-
gogue, or temple. 2 an elevated struc-
ture on which sacrifices are offered to
a deity. 3 Fig. focus of something, as
an ideal: the altar of ambition. [< LL,
<L altus high]

altar boy, person who helps a priest dur-
ing certain religious services, esp. Mass;
acolyte.

al-tar-piece (0l'tor pés’), n. a decorated
panel or wall behind or above an altar.

al-ter (0l'tor), v. 1 make different in some
respect without changing into some-
thing else: alter a dress. 2 become dif-
ferent: her whole outlook has altered.
3 castrate or spay (an animal); neuter.
[< OF < LL, < L alter other]

alter., alteration.

al-ter-a-ble (61'tor o bal), adj. that can be
altered. —al ter-a-bil’i-ty, al’ter-a-ble-
ness, n. —al’ter-a-bly, adv.

al-ter-a-tion (0l tor a’shan), n. 1 result of
altering; change. 2 act of altering.

al-ter-a-tive (0l'tor a’tiv), adj. causing
change.

al-ter-cate (Ol’tor kat; al’-), v., —cat-ed,
—cat-ing. dispute angrily; quarrel. [<L,
< alter other]

al-ter-ca-tion (6l tor ka’shan; al’-), n.
angry dispute; quarrel.

al-ter e-go (0l'tor &'go; al’ter; eg’o), 1
another aspect of one’s nature. 2 a very

intimate or close friend. [< L, trans. of
Gk. heteros ego]

al-ter-nate (v. 6l'tor nat, al’-; adj., n. 6l'-
tor nit, al’-), v., -nat-ed, -nat-ing, adj.,
n. —v. 1 happen or be arranged by turns.
2 arrange by turns: alternate work and
pleasure. 3 take turns: the sisters will
alternate setting the table. 4 interchange
regularly. 5 reverse direction of electric
current at regular intervals. —adj. 1
by turns; first one and then the other.
2 every other. 3 placed singly at dif-
ferent heights along a stem, as leaves.
—n. person appointed to take the place
of another if necessary; substitute.
[< L, < alternus every second < alter
other] —al’ter-nate-ly, adv. —al’ter-
nate-ness, 7.

alternating current, electric current
that reverses its direction at regular
intervals.

al-ter-na-tion (6l tor na’shan; al’-), n. act
of alternating; occurring by turns.

al-ter-na-tive (6l tér'ns tiv; al-), adj. giv-
ing or requiring a choice between two
or more things; choice; selection: alter-
native results of two different actions;
several alternative suggestions. —n. 1
choice between two or more things:
he had the alternative of going home or
staying all night. 2 one of the things to
be chosen: we have no alternative but
to leave. —al-ter'ma-tively, adv. —al-
ter’'na-tive-ness, 7.

alternative medicine, use of nontradi-
tional treatments, as acupuncture and
herbal remedies.

al-ter-na-tor (6l’tor na’'tor; al’-), n.
dynamo or generator for producing an
alternating electric current.

al-the-a, al-thae-a (al thé’s), n. rose of
Sharon, a shrub like the mallow. [< L
< Gk. althaia wild mallow, ? < althainein
heal]

alt-horn (alt’hérn’), n. a brass musical
instrument similar to the French horn.
Also, alto horn.

al-though (61 tho’), conj. though; despite;
albeit. [ME al thogh even though]

al-tim-e-ter (al tim’s tor; al’to mé tor), n.
any instrument for measuring altitudes,
as a quadrant, sextant, or device for air-
craft navigation (an aneroid barometer,
radar, etc.).

al-tim-e-try (al tim’s tré), n. practice or
art of measuring altitudes.

al-ti-tude (al’to tiid; —tad), n. 1 the verti-
cal height above sea level, the earth’s
surface, or some other reference plane.
2 elevation or high place: mountain
altitude. 3 high position, power, etc. 4
the vertical distance from the base of a
geometrical figure to its highest point. 5
the angular distance of a star, etc., above
the horizon. 6 distance of a spacecraft
from the surface of some reference body,
as the moon. [< L, < altus high] —al"ti-
tu’di-nal, adj.

al-to (al'to), n., pl. -tos, adj. —n. 1 a the
lowest female voice; contralto. b the
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highest male voice. 2 singer with such
a voice. 3 an alto part. 4 instrument
playing such a part. —adj. of, sung by,
or composed for an alto. [< Ital. < L
altus high]

al-to-geth-er (6l "to geth’ar), adv. 1 wholly;
entirely; completely: altogether wicked. 2
on the whole: altogether, I'm sorry it
happened. 3 all included: altogether there
were 14 books. —n. a whole; general
effect. [ME altogeder]

alto horn, =althorn.

al-tru-ism (al’truizom), n. unselfish
devotion to the interests and welfare
of others, esp. as a principle of action.
[< F altruisme < Ital. altrui of or for others
< L alter other] —al’tru-ist, n.

al-tru-is-tic (al’truis’tik), adj. having
regard for the well-being and best inter-
ests of others; unselfish. —al tru-is’ti-
cal-ly, adv.

al-um (al’am), n. 1 astringent crystalline
substance, KAI(SO,),-12H,0, a double
sulfate of aluminum and potassium,
used in dyeing, medicine, etc. 2 one of
a class of double sulfates analogous to
the potassium alum. 3 aluminum sulfate,
AL(80,), 18H,0. [< OF < L alumen]

a-lu-mi-na (5 lii'ms nd), n. aluminum
oxide, ALO,, occurring in clay. [< NL
< L alumen alum]

a-lu-mi-nous (5 li'mo nas), adj. 1 of or
containing alum. 2. of or containing
aluminum.

aJu-mi-num (5 li'mos nom), n., adj. —n
a silver-white, very light, ductile metal
that resists tarnish and is used for mak-
ing utensils, instruments, etc. It is a
metallic element that occurs in nature
only in combination. —adj. of or con-
taining aluminum [< ALUMINA]

aJum-na (5lum’ns), n., pl -nae (-né).
a woman graduate or former student
of a school, college, or university. See
alumnus.

a-lum-nus (5 lum’nss), n., pL. -ni (-ni). 1
graduate or former student of a school,
college, or university. 2 a former mem-
ber, as of a baseball team. [< L, foster
child, < alere nourish]

al-ve-o-lar (al vé’s lor), adj. 1 a of or per-
taining to a socket, as of a tooth. b of or
pertaining to the air cells of the lungs. 2
formed by touching the tip of the tongue
to or bringing it near the alveoli. English
t and d are alveolar sounds.

al-ve-o-late (al vé's lit; -lat), adj. deeply
pitted. —al-ve o-la’tion, n.

al-ve-o-li (al vé’a ), n.pl. 1 Phonet. ridge
behind and above the upper front teeth.
2 pl. of alveolus.

al-ve-o-lus (al vé'a Ias), n., pL -li (-1i). 1 a
little cell or cavity, as the air cells of the
lungs, etc. 2 socket of a tooth. [< L, dim.
of alveus cavity]

al-ways (01'wiz; -waz), adv. 1 all the time;
continually: she is always cheerful. 2 at
all times: he always comes home on Sat-
urday. [all + way]
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alys-sum (s lis'am), n. 1 a plant of the
mustard family, having small white or
yellow flowers. 2 =sweet alyssum. [< NL
< Gk. alysson, name of a plant thought
to cure rabies]

am (am; unstressed om), v. the first per-
son singular, present indicative of be.
[OE eom]

Am, americium.

AM, A.M., amplitude modulation.

Am., 1 America; American. 2
Americanism.

a.m., A.M., 1 before noon. 2 time from
midnight to noon. [for L ante meri-
diem]

A.M.A., AMA, American Medical Asso-
ciation.

a-mal-gam (o mal’gom), n. 1 an alloy
of mercury with some other metal or
metals, formerly used for filling teeth,
silvering mirrors, etc. 2 mixture; blend.
[< Med.L, appar. < L < Gk. malagma
emollient < malassein soften]

a-mal-gam-ate (o mal’go mat), v., -at-
ed, -at-ing. 1 unite together; combine.
2 alloy (one or more metals) with
mercury. —a-mal’gam-a-ble, adj.
—a-mal’gam-a’tive. adj. —a-mal’gam-
a’'tor, n

a-mal-gam-a-tion (o mal’go ma’shen), n.
mixture; combination; blend; union.

a-man-u-en-sis (o man’yu en’sis), n., pl.
-ses (-séz). person who writes what
another says, or copies what another
has written. [< L, < (servus) a manu
secretary]

am-a-ranth (am’s ranth), n. 1 any of a
large genus of plants, esp. some with
colorful red or purple flowers. 2 purple
or purplish red. 3 imaginary flower that
never fades. [< L < Gk. amarantos ever-
lasting < a- not + marainein wither; infl.
by Gk. anthos flower]

am-a-ran-thine (am’s ran’thin; -thin),
adj. 1 of the amaranth. 2 never-fading;
undying. 3 purplish-red.

am-a-ryllis (am’sril’is), n. a bulbous
plant related to the lily, with large red,
white, or purple flowers. [< L < Gk,
typical name of a country girl]

a-mass (o mas’), v. 1 collect or accumu-
late for oneself: amass a fortune. 2 col-
lect into a mass or heap. [< OF < a- to
+ masse MAss| —a-mass’a-ble, adj. —a-
mass’er, 1. —a-mass’ment, 7.

am-a-teur (am’s chur; —char; —tyur; am’'-
atér’), n. 1 person who does something
for pleasure, not for money or as a
profession. 2 person who does some-
thing rather poorly. 3 superficial student
or worker; dilettante; dabbler. 4 athlete
who is not a professional. —adj. 1 of
amateurs; made or done by amateurs.
2 being an amateur; amateur pianist.
[< F < L amator < amare love] —ama-
teur’ish, adj. —am’a-teur’ish-ly, adv.
—am "a-teur’ish-ness, n. —am’a-teur-
ship’, n.

am-a-teur-ism (am’s chur iz am; —char-;
—tyur—; am’o tér'izom), n. 1 amateur-

ish way of doing things. 2 position of
an amateur.

am-a-to-ry (am’s to 'ri; -t6'-), adj. of love;
causing love; having to do with mak-
ing love or with lovers. [< L amatorius
< amare love]

a-maze (o maz’), v., a-mazed, a-maz-
ing, n. —v. surprise greatly; strike with
sudden wonder; astonish; astound. [OE
amasian)

a-mazed (o mazd’), adj. greatly surprised.
—a-maz’ed-ly, adv. —a-maz’ed-ness, n.

a-maze-ment (o maz'mont), n. great sur-
prise; sudden wonder; astonishment.

a-maz-ing (o maz'ing), adj. very surpris-
ing; wonderful; astonishing. —adv. won-
derfully. —a-maz'ing:ly, adv.

Am-a-zon (am’s zon; -zan), n. 1 largest
river in the world, flowing from the
Andes Mountains in NW South Amer-
ica across Brazil to the Atlantic. 2 Gk.
Legend. one of a race of women warriors
living near the Black Sea. 3 amazon, a
warlike or masculine woman. —Am a-
zo'ni-an adj.

am-bas-sa-dor (am bas’s dor; -dor), n. 1
highest representative sent by one gov-
ernment or ruler to another who speaks
and acts in behalf of his government.
2 person thought to represent special
characteristics or qualities: the violinist
was America’s ambassador of music. 3
official messenger with a special errand.
Also, embassador. [< F < Ital. ambascia-
tore] —am-bas’sa-do’ri-al, adj. —am-
bas’sa-dor-ship’, n.

am-ber (am’bar), n. 1 a hard, translu-
cent, yellow or yellowish-brown fossil
resin of pine trees, used for jewelry, etc.
2 color of amber. —adj. 1 made
of amber. 2 yellow; yellowish-brown.
[< OF < Ar. anbar ambergris]

am-ber-gris (am’bor grés; -gris), n. a
waxy intestinal concretion of the sperm
whale, used esp. in perfumes. [< F ambre
gris gray amber]

ambi-, prefix. around; round about; on
both sides, as in ambidexterity. [< L; also
(before vowels) amb-; (before p) am-]

am-bi-dex-ter-i-ty (am’bs deks ter’s ti),
n. 1 ability to use both hands equally
well. 2 unusual skillfulness.

am-bi-dex-trous (am’ba dek’stras), adj.
1 able to use both hands equally well.
2 very skillful. [< LL < L ambi- both +
dexter right] —am "bi-dex’trous-ly, adv.
—am 'bi-dex’trous-ness , n.

am-bi-ent (am’bi ant), adj. surrounding.
[< L ambiens < ambi- around + ire go]

am-bi-gu-i-ty (am‘ba ga's ti), n., pl. —ties.
1 possibility of two or more meanings. 2
an ambiguous word or expression.

am-big-u-ous (am big'yu as), adj. 1 hav-
ing more than one possible meaning;
equivocal. 2 of uncertain meaning or
nature; puzzling. 3 obscure; vague. [< L
ambiguus < ambi- in two ways + agere
drive] —am-big'u-ous-ly, adv. —am-
big'u-ous-ness, 7.

am-bi-tion (am bish’an), n. 1 strong
desire for fame or honor; seeking after
a high position or great power; aspira-
tion. 2 thing strongly desired or sought
after. [< L ambitio a canvassing for votes
< ambi- around + ire go] —am-bi'tion-
less, adj.

am-bi-tious (am bish’ss), adj. 1 having
or guided by ambition. 2 arising from
or showing ambition. 3 strongly desir-
ous; eager (of): ambitious of power. 4
showy; pretentious. —am-bi’tious-ly,
adv. —am-bi’tious-ness, 1

am-biv-a-lence (am biv’s lans), n. coexis-
tence of contrary tendencies or feelings,
as in the mind. —am-biv’a-lent, adj.

am-ble (am’bal), n., v., -bled, -bling. —n.
1 gait of a horse in which both legs on
one side are moved at the same time. 2
easy, slow pace in walking. —v. 1 walk
at a slow, easy pace. 2 (of a horse) move
at an amble. [< OF < L ambulare walk]
—am’bler, n. —am’bling:-ly, adv.

am-bro-sia (am bro’zhs), n. 1 Class. Myth.
food of the ancient Greek and Roman
gods. 2 something especially pleasing to
taste or smell. 3 dessert of orange and
banana slices with shredded coconut.
[< L < Gk, < a- not + brotos mortal]
—am-bro’sial, am-bro’sian, adj. —am-
bro’sial-ly, adv.

am-bu-lance (am’bys lons), n. a vehicle,
boat, or aircraft equipped to carry sick
or wounded persons. [< E < (hdpital)
ambulant walking (hospital)]

am-bu-lant (am’bys lont), adj. walking.

am-bu-late (am’byo lat), v., -lat-ed, -lat-
ing. walk; move about. —am bu-la’-
tion, n

am-bu-la-to-ry (am’byslst6'ri; -t6'-),
adj., n., pl. -ries. —adj. 1 of or fitted for
walking. 2 moving from place to place. 3
able to walk; not confined to bed. 4 not
permanent; changeable. —n. covered
place for walking; cloister.

am-bus.cade (am’'boaskad’), n., v,
-cad-ed, -cad-ing. ambush. [< F
< Ital. imboscata < imboscare AMBUSH]
—am ‘bus-cad’er, n. Am.

am-bush (am’bush), n. 1 soldiers or
other enemies hidden to make a sur-
prise attack. 2 place where they are hid-
den. 3 act or condition of lying in wait.
—v. 1 attack from an ambush. 2 wait in
hiding to make a surprise attack. 3 put
(soldiers or other persons) in hiding for
a surprise attack. [< OF embusche, ult.
< en- in + busche bush'] —am’bush-
er, n. —am’bush-like’, adj. —am’bush-
ment, n.

a-me-ba (9 mé’ba), n., pl. -bas, -bae
(-bé). any of a group of microorganisms
found in fresh and salt water that moves
by forming temporary projections that
are constantly changing. Also, amoeba.
[< Gk. amoibe change] —a-me’ba-like’,
adj. —a-me’ban, a-me’bic, adj.

a-me-boid (o mé’boid), adj. of or like an
ameba. Also, amoeboid.

a-meer (2 mir’), n. =amir.



a-mel-io-ra-ble (o mél’yoro bal; o mé’-
li 9-), adj. that can be improved.

a-mel-io-rate (o mél’yo rat; o mé’lis-), v,
-rat-ed, -rat-ing. make or become bet-
ter; improve: new housing ameliorated
living conditions in the slums. [ < F
améliorer, ult. < LL, < L melior better]|
—a-melio-ra’tion, n. —a-mel’io-ra’-
tive, adj. —a-mel’io-rator, n.

a-men (a’men’; 'men’), interj. 1 be it so;
said after a prayer or wish and used as
an expression of assent. 2 an expression
of approval. —n. the word amen. [< L
< Gk. < Heb,, truth, certainly < aman
strengthen]

a-me-na-ble (o mé’no bsl; o men’s-),
adj. 1 open to suggestion or advice:
amenable to persuasion. 2 accountable;
answerable: amenable to the law. [< AF,
< a- to + mener lead < L minare drive]
—a-me na-bil'i-ty, a-me’na-ble-ness, n
—a-me’na-bly, adv.

a-mend (o mend’), v. 1 change the form
of (a law, bill, or motion, etc.) by addi-
tion, omission, etc. 2 change for the bet-
ter; improve: amend one’s conduct. 3 free
from faults; correct: amend the spelling
of a word. 4 become better, as by reform
or by regaining health. [< OF < L,
< ex- out of + mendum fault] —a-
mend’a-ble, adj. —a-mend’er, n.

a-mend-a-to-ry (o men'do tor'¢), adj. that
amends or corrects.

a-mend-ment (> mend’moant), n. 1 change
made in a law, bill, motion, etc.: a con-
stitutional amendment. 2 change for the
better; improvement. 3 change made to
remove an error; correction.

a-mends (2 mendz’), n.pl. (sometimes
sing. in use) compensation for a loss or
injury.

a-men-i-ty (o men’s ti; 9 mé'na-), n., pl
—ties. 1 amenities, pleasing manners
or courteous acts that lead to agree-
able social relations. 2 pleasant feature.
3 pleasantness; agreeableness. [< L,
< amoenus pleasant]

am-ent (am’ant; a'mont), n. a long, slen-
der spike covered with rows of bracts
having flowers of one sex and no petals;
catkin. [< L amentum thong]

Amer., 1 America. 2 American.

a-merce (o mérs’), v., a-merced, a-merc-
ing. 1 punish by an arbitrary or discre-
tionary fine. 2 punish by any penalty.
[< AE < a merci at the mercy (of)]
—a-merce’a-ble, adj. —a-merce’'ment,
n. —a-merc’er, n

A-mer-i-ca (9 mer’s ko), n. 1 the United
States of America. 2 North America. 3
North America and South America; the
Western Hemisphere. 4 South America.

A-mer-i-can (5 mer’s kon), adj. 1 of, hav-
ing to do with, or in the United States:
an American citizen. 2 of or in the
Western Hemisphere: the Amazon and
other American rivers. 3 native only or
specific to the United States: American
eagle, American aloe. —n. 1 citizen of
the United States. 2 native or inhabitant

of the Western Hemisphere. 3 =Ameri-
can English.

A-mer-i-ca-na (o mer’s kid'no; -kan's;
-ka'ns), n.pl. collection of objects
or documents about America, esp. its
history.

American Dream, idea of success and
achievement as being available or pos-
sible in the United States.

American English, English as written
and spoken in the United States.

American Indian, one of the people who
were already living in America long
before Europeans arrived.

A-mer-i-can-ism (o mer’s kon iz’am), n.
1 devotion or loyalty to the United
States, its customs, traditions, etc. 2 a
word, phrase, or idiom originating in
the United States, as raccoon. 3 custom
or trait peculiar to the United States. 4
thing considered typically American.

A-mer-i-can-ize (o mer’s koniz), v,
-ized, -iz-ing. make or become Ameri-
can in habits, customs, or character. —A-
mer ‘i-can-i-za’tion, A-mer’i-can-iz’-
ing, n. —A-mer’i-can-ized, adj.

American language, =American English.

American Revolution, 1 war fought by
the American colonies from 1775 to
1783 to win their independence from
England. 2 series of protests and acts
of the American colonists from 1763
to 1783 against England’s attempts to
increase its power over them.

am-er-i-ci-um (am’or ish’i om), n. artifi-
cial, radioactive metallic element, Am.

Ame-er-ind (am’srind), n. the Ameri-
can Indian. —Am er-in’di-an, adj., n.
—Am’er-in'dic, adj.

am-e-thyst (am’s thist), n. 1 a purple or
violet variety of quartz, used as a pre-
cious stone. 2 violet-colored corundum,
used for jewelry. [< OF < L < Gk. ame-
thystos < a- not + methy wine; thought
to prevent intoxication] —am’e-thyst-
like’, adj.

a-mi-a-ble (a'mi o bal), adj. good-natured
and friendly; pleasant and agreeable:
an amiable disposition. [< OF < LL
amicabilis < L amicus friend. Doublet
of AMICABLE.] —a mi-a-bil'i-ty, a’mi-a-
ble-ness, n. —a’mi-a-bly, adv.

am-i-ca-ble (am’s ko bal), adj. peaceable;
friendly. [< LL amicabilis < L amicus
friend. Doublet of AMIABLE.] —am 'i-
ca-bil'i-ty, am’i-ca-ble-ness, n. —am'i-
ca-bly, adv.

am-ice (am'is), n. an oblong piece of linen
covering the shoulders, worn by priests
at Mass. [< OF < L amictus cloak]

a-mi-cus  cu-ri-ae (o mi'kss kyur’-
i omé’kss kyur'ii), person with no
interest in a legal case who is called in
to advise the judge. [< NL, friend of
the court]

a-mid (5 mid’), a-midst (o midst’), prep.
in the midst or middle of; among.

am-ide (am’id; -id) amid (-id), n. a
compound produced by replacing
one or more of the hydrogen atoms of
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ammonia by univalent acid radicals.
—a-mid'ic, adj.

a-mid-ships (o mid’ships), a-mid-ship
(~ship), adv. in or toward the middle
of a ship; halfway between the bow and
stern.

a-mi-go (9 mé’go), n. friend. [< Sp. < L
amicus, |

a-mine (9 mén’; am’in), am-in (am’in),
n. a compound produced by replacing
one or more of the hydrogen atoms
of ammonia by univalent hydrocarbon
radicals.

a-mi-no acids (s mé'no; am’s no), com-
plex organic compounds of nitrogen
that combine in various ways to form
proteins.

a-mir (9 mir’), #n. in Muslim countries,
a commander, ruler, or prince. Also,
ameer. [< Ar., commander. See ADMI-
RAL.]

Am-ish (am’ish; d'mish), n., pl. Am-ish,
adj. —n. member of a strict Mennonite
sect, founded in the 17th century. —adj.
of this sect or its members. —Am'ish-
man’, n. Am.

a-miss (o mis’), adv. in a faulty manner;
wrongly. —adj. improper; wrong: it is
not amiss to ask advice.
take amiss, be offended at. [< ME a mis
by (way of) fault. See miss’.]

am-i-to-sis (am’a t6’sis), n. simple cell
division without exact division of chro-
mosomes. —ami-tot’ic, adj. —am’i-
tot’i-cal-ly, adv.

am-i-ty (am’s ti), n., pl. —ties. peace and
friendship; friendly relations: treaty of
amity. [< MF amitié, ult. < L amicus
friend]

am-me-ter (am’'mé’tor; am’é’tor), n.
instrument for measuring in amperes
the strength of an electric current.
[< am(pere) + —~METER]

am-mo (am’d) 7., pl. -mos. =ammunition.

am-mo-nia (o mo’nys; s mo’nia), n. 1
a colorless, pungent gas, NH,, consist-
ing of nitrogen and hydrogen. 2 this
gas dissolved in water, NH,OH. [< NL;
so named because obtained from sal
ammoniac)

am-mo-ni-ac (5 mo’ni ak), adj. Also, am-
mo-ni-a-cal (am’s ni’s kal). of or like
ammonia. —n. gum ammoniac. [< L
< Gk. ammoniakon; applied to a salt
obtained near the shrine of Ammon
in Libya]

am-mo-nite (am’s nit), #. one of the spi-
raled fossil shells of an extinct mollusk.
[< NL ammonites < Med.L cornu Ammo-
nis horn of Ammon (Egyptian god)]

am-mo-ni-um (3 moé’ni am), #. the radi-
cal NH,, which never appears in a free
state by itself, but acts as a unit in chemi-
cal reactions.

ammonium chloride, NH CI, colorless
crystals or white powder used in medi-
cine, in printing cloth, etc.; sal ammo-
niac.

ammonium hydroxide,
(def. 2).

=ammonia
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am-mu-ni-tion (am "y nish’an), n. 1 bul-
lets, shells, gunpowder, etc., for guns or
other weapons. 2 thing or things that
can be shot or thrown. 3 means of attack
or defense, as information that can be
used against someone. [< obs. F amuni-
tion, used for munition]

am-ne-sia (am né’zhs), n. loss of memory
caused by injury to the brain, by disease,
or by shock. [< NL < Gk, < a- not +
mnasthai remember] —am-ne’sic, am-
nes'tic, adj.

am-nes-ty (am’nosti), n., pl -ties, v,
-tied, -ty-ing. —n. a general pardon
for past offenses against a government.
—v. give amnesty to; pardon. [< L < Gk.
amnestia < a- not + mnasthai remem-
ber]

am-ni-on (am’ni an), n., pl. -ni-ons, -ni-a
(-ni 3). membrane lining the sac which
encloses a fetus. [< Gk., dim. of amnos
lamb] —am 'ni-ot’ic, adj.

a-moe-ba (5 mé&'bé), n., pl. -bas, -bae
(-bé). =ameba. —a-moe’ba-like’, adj.
—a-moe’ban, a-moe’bio, adj.

a-moe-boid (5 mé’boid), adj. =ameboid.

a-mok (o muk’; o mok’), adv., n. —adv.
=amuck. —n. nervous disturbance of
the Malays, characterized by a period
of depression followed by a murderous
frenzy. [See AMUCK.]

a-mong (2 mung’), prep. 1 in the num-
ber or class of: the best among modern
novels. 2 by, with, or through the whole
of: political unrest among the people. 3
surrounded by: a house among the trees.
4 to each of: divide the money among
them. 5 by the combined action of: settle
it among yourselves. [OE amang < on
(ge)mang in a crowd]

a-mongst (o mungst’), prep. =among.

a-mor-al (2 mor'sl; a mor’—; a-), adj. 1
not involving any question of morality;
nonmoral. 2 unable to distinguish right
from wrong. [< a- not + moral] —a’mo-
ral’i-ty n. —a-mor’al-ly, adv.

am-o-rous (am’aras), adj. 1 inclined
to love: an amorous disposition. 2 in
love; enamored. 3 showing love; loving;
fond; devoted. 4 having to do with love
or courtship: amorous poems. [< OF
< amour love < L amor] —am’o-rous-ly,
adv. —am’o-rous-ness, 71.

a-mor-phism (o mor’fizom), n. amor-
phous condition.

a-mor-phous (o mor'fos), adj. 1 of no
particular kind or type. 2 having no defi-
nite form; shapeless. 3 not crystallized.
Glass is amorphous; sugar is crystalline.
[< Gk., < a- without + morphe shape]
—a-mor’phous:-ly, adv. —a-mor’phous-
ness, 1.

am-.or-tize, (am’or tiz; o mor'tiz), v,
-tized, -tiz-ing. set aside money regu-
larly for future payment of (a debt,
etc.). [< OF amortir deaden < a- to +
mort death < L mors] —am’or-tiz a-
ble, adj. —amor-ti-za’tion, a-mor’tize-
ment, 7.

A-mos (a'mes), n. 1 a Hebrew prophet
who lived about 760 B.c. 2 book of the
Old Testament.

a-mount (o mount’), n. 1 sum; total:
amount of the day’s sales. 2 the full effect,
value, or extent: the amount of evidence
against him is this. 3 quantity viewed as
a whole: a great amount of intelligence. 4
principal plus interest. —v. 1 be equal;
reach (to): the debt amounted to $50. 2
be equivalent in quantity, value, force,
effect, etc. (to): his answer amounted to
a threat. [< OF, < a mont up; lit. to the
mountain. See MOUNT?.]

a-mour (o mur’), n. 1 a love affair. 2 an
illicit love affair. [< OF, prob. < Pr. < L
amor love]

amp (amp), n. =amplifier.

amp or amp., 1 amperage. 2 ampere.

am-per-age (am’porij; am pir’-), n.
strength of a current measured in
amperes.

am-pere (am’pir; am pir’), n. unit for
measuring the strength of an electric
current. It is the current one volt can
send through a resistance of one ohm.
[for A. M. Ampeére, French physicist]

am-per-sand (am’por sand), n. the char-
acter &, meaning “and.” [alter. of and per
se = and, & by itself = and]

am-phet-a-mine (am fet’s mén; -min), n.
1 drug that relieves congestion. 2 stimu-
lant drug; methamphetamine

amphi-, combining form. 1 around; on
both sides, as in amphitheater. 2 in two
ways; of two kinds, as in amphibious.
[< Gk.]

Am-phib-i-a (am fib’is), n.pl. class of
cold-blooded vertebrates with moist,
scaleless skin, including frogs, toads,
newts, salamanders, etc. Their young
usually develop as tadpoles that have
gills and live in water.

am-phib-i-an (am fib’i an), n. 1 animal
that lives on land and in water. 2 one
of the Amphibia. 3 plant that grows on
land or in water. 4 aircraft that can take
off from and alight on land or water. 5
tank or other vehicle for use both on
land and in water. —adj. 1 able to live
both on land and in water. 2 able to take
off and alight on either land or water.

am-phib-i-ous (am fib'i 3s), adj. 1 able to
live both on land and in water. 2 suited
for use on land or water: an amphibi-
ous tank. 3 having two qualities, kinds,
natures, or parts. 4 by the combined
action of land, water, and air forces:
amphibious attack. [< L < Gk., < amphi-
both + bios life] —am-phib'i-ous-ly, adv.
—am-phib’i-ous-ness, 7.

am-phi-the-a-ter, am-phi-the-a-tre (am’-
fo thé s tor), n. 1 a circular or oval build-
ing with rows of seats rising around a
central open space. 2 something resem-
bling an amphitheater in shape. [< L
< Gk., < amphi- on all sides + theatron
theater] —am "phi-the-at’ric, amphi-
the-at’ri-cal, adj. —am phi-the-at'ri-
cally, adv.

am-pho-ra (am'fors), n, pl -rae
(-ré). tall two-handled jar, used by the
ancient Greeks and Romans. [< L < Gk,
< amphi- on both sides + phoreus
bearer; with ref. to handles]

am-ple (am’pal), adj., -pler, -plest. 1
fully sufficient for any purpose; abun-
dant; plentiful: ample food for the table,
ample praise. 2 large; big; roomy: an
ample room. [< F <L amplus] —am’ple-
ness, .

am-plex-i-caul (am plek’sa kol), adj.
clasping the stem, as some leaves do
at their bases. [< NL, < L amplexus an
embrace + caulis stem]

am-pli-fi-ca-tion (am’plo fo ka’shon), n.
1 act of amplifying; expansion. 2 detail,
example, etc., that amplifies a statement,
narrative, etc. 3 an expanded statement,
etc. 4 increase in the strength of an
electric current. —am’pli-fi-ca "tive, am-
plif'i-ca-to'ry, adj.

am-pli-fi-er (am’plo fi'ar), n. 1 person
or thing that amplifies. 2 device for
strengthening electrical impulses, as a
transistor, vacuum tube, etc.

am-pli-fy (am’plo fi), v., -fied, —fy-ing. 1
make fuller and more extensive; expand;
enlarge. 2 expand by giving details,
examples, comparisons, etc.; develop
fully: amplify a theory. 3 increase the
strength of (a sound or an electrical
impulse). [< F < L, < amplus ample +
facere make]

am-pli-tude (am’pls tud; -tad), n. 1
width; breadth; size. 2 abundance; full-
ness, as of intelligence, understanding,
etc. 3 one half the range of symmetric
vibrations. 4 the peak strength of an
alternating current in a given cycle. [< L
amplitudo. See AMPLE.]

amplitude modulation, purposeful
alteration of the amplitude of radio
waves. Much ordinary broadcasting uses
amplitude modulation. Compare fre-
quency modulation.

am-ply (am’pli), adv. in an ample man-
ner; to an ample degree; liberally; suf-
ficiently.

am-poule (am’piil; —pal), am-pule (am’-
pal), n. small glass tube or bulb filled
with a drug and hermetically sealed.
[< F < L ampulla jar, dim. of amphora.
See AMPHORA.]

am-pu-tate (am’pyo tat), v, -tat-ed,
—tat-ing. 1 cut off part of a leg, hand,
etc., usually by surgery. 2 Fig. lop off
something; prune. [< L, < ambi- about
+ putare prune] —am’pu-ta’tion, n.
—am'pu-ta’tor, n.

am-pu-tee (ampys t&’), n. 1 person who
has undergone an amputation by sur-
gery, as of an arm or leg. 2 a lopping off.

Am-ster-dam (am’stor dam), n. impor-
tant seaport and capital of the Neth-
erlands.

amt., amount.

a-muck (5 muk’), adv. run amuck, run
about in a murderous frenzy. Also,
amok. [< Malay amogq]



am-u-let (am'ys lit), n. some object worn
as a magic charm against evil or harm.
[< L amuletum]

A-mur (4 mur’), n. river in NE Asia.

a-muse (9 maz’), v, a-mused, a-mus-ing.
1 cause to laugh or smile: amuse an
audience. 2 keep pleasantly interested;
entertain: new toys amuse children.
[< OF amuser divert, < a- + muser stare]
—a-mus’a-ble, adj. —a-mus’er, n.

a-mused (o mazd’), adj. pleasantly enter-
tained. —a-mus’ed-ly, adv.

a-muse-ment (3 miz’'mant), n. 1 con-
dition of being amused. 2 thing that
amuses.

amusement park, place outdoors offer-
ing games, rides, on rollercoasters, etc.

a-mus-ing (o maz'ing), adj. 1 entertain-
ing. 2 causing laughter, smiles, etc. —a-
mus'ing:ly, adv. —a-mus’ing-ness, n.

am-yl (am'il), n. group of carbon and
hydrogen atoms, —C_H ,, that acts as a
unit in forming compounds. [< L < Gk.
amylon starch, orig., unground < a- not
+ myle mill] —a-myl'ic, adj.

am-yl-ase (am’s las), n. enzyme in saliva,
pancreatic juice, etc., or in parts of
plants, that helps to change starch into
sugar. [< amyl]

an' (an; unstressed on), adj. or indefi-
nite article. 1 one; any: an apple. 2
each; every: twice an hour. See a. [OE
(unstressed) an (before vowels)]

an? an’ (an; unstressed an), conj. 1 Dial.
and. 2 Dial. if. [var. of and]

an-, prefix. not; without, as in anhydrous.
[var. of a-! before vowels and k]

—an, suffix. 1 of or having to do with, as
in republican. 2 native or inhabitant of,
as in American. [< L -anus]

An-a-bap-tist (an’s bap’tist), #n. member
of a Protestant sect opposing infant
baptism. —An "a-bap’tism, n.

a-nab-o-lism (o nab’slizom), n. con-
structive metabolism in which matter
is changed into the tissues of a living
animal or plant (opposite of catabolism).
[coined from metabolism by substitution
of Gk. ana- up] —an’a-bol’ic adj.

a-nach-ro-nism (s nak’ra nizoam), n. 1
placement of a person, thing, or event
in a period of time where it does not
belong. It would be an anachronism to
speak of Julius Caesar using a telephone.
2 something placed or occurring out
of its proper time or era. [< F < Gk,
< ana- backwards + chronos time]

a-nach-ro-nis-tic (o nak’'ro nis’tik), adj.
having or involving an anachronism.

a-nach-ro-nous (s nak’rs nas), adj. placed
or occurring out of the proper time. —a-
nach’ro-nous-ly, adv.

an-a-con-da (an’skon’ds), n. 1 a very
large tropical snake that crushes its prey
in its coils; water boa. 2 any large snake
that crushes its prey in its folds, such as
the python.

a-nad-ro-mous (5 nad’ro mos), adj. going
up rivers from the sea to spawn. [<LGk.,
< ana- up + dromos a running]

a-nae-mi-a (9 né’mia), n. =anemia. —a-
nae’mic, adj.

an-aer-obe (an ar’ob; ana’or 6b), n. 1
organism that cannot live in the pres-
ence of free oxygen. 2 organism that can
live without free oxygen. —an "aer-o'bic,
adj. —an "aer-o'bi-cal-ly, adv.

an-aes-the-sia (an’as thé’zha), n. =anes-
thesia.

an-aes-thet-ic (an’ss thet’ik), adj., n.
=anesthetic.

an-aes-the-tist (o nes’tho tist), n. =anes-
thetist.

an-aes-the-tize (o nes’tho tiz), v., -tized,
—tiz-ing. =anesthetize. —an-aes the-
ti-za’tion, n

an-a-gram (an’s gram), n. 1 word or
phrase formed from another by trans-
posing the letters. Example: lived—devil.
2 anagrams (sing. in use), game in which
players make words by changing and
adding letters. [< NL < Gk. anagram-
matizein transpose letters < ana- up or
back + gramma letter]

a-nal (a'nal), adj. 1 of or near the anus. 2
having personality traits such as obses-
sive neatness, control, etc.

anal. 1 analogous. 2 analogy. 3 analysis.
4 analytic.

an-al-ge-si-a (an’aljé’zio; -sio; -zha;
-sha), n. insensibility to pain without
losing consciousness. [< NL < Gk., <
an- not + algeein feel pain]

an-al-ge-sic (an’al jé’zik; —sik), adj. of or
causing analgesia. —n. drug or other
agent causes analgesia.

an-a-log (an’s 16g), n., adj. =analogue.

analog computer, calculating machine or
automatic control which deals directly
with physical quantities (weights,
lengths, etc.) rather than a numerical
code.

an-a-log-i-cal (an’sloj’a kal), an-a-log-
ic (-loj'ik), adj. using analogy; having
to do with analogy. —an’a-log’i-cal-
ly, adv.

a-nal-o-gize (o nal’s jiz), v. -gized, -giz-
ing. 1 explain by analogy. 2 use analogy.
—a-nal’o-gist

a-nal-o-gous (o nal’s gas), adj. 1 corre-
sponding in some way; similar; compa-
rable. 2 corresponding in function, but
not in structure and origin, as the wing
of an insect and a bird. —a-nal’o-gous-
ly, adv. —a-nal’o-gous-ness, 7.

an-a-logue (an’s l6g; -log), n. 1 some-
thing analogous; parallel. 2 organ or
body part that is analogous to another
organ or part. —adj. of or having to do
with analog computers.

a-nal-o-gy (2 nal’s ji), n., pl. -gies. 1 like-
ness in some ways between things that
are otherwise unlike; similarity. 2 com-
parison of such things: it is risky to argue
by analogy. 3 of organs, etc., correspon-
dence in function but not in structure
and origin. [< L < Gk. analogia]

a-nal-y-sis (o nal’s sis), n., pl. —ses (-séz).
1 separation of a thing into parts; exami-
nation of a thing’s parts to find out their
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essential features: analysis of a book.
2 a intentional separation of a sub-
stance into its ingredients or elements
to determine their amount and nature.
b determination of the kind or amount
of one or more of the constituents of a
substance, whether actually obtained in
separate form or not. 3 statement of the
results of an analysis. [< Med.L < Gk., a
breaking up, < ana- up + lyein loose]

an-a-lyst (an’s list), n. 1 one who analyzes.
2 one who practices psychoanalysis.

an-a-lytsic (an’slit'ik), an-a-lyt-i-cal
(-2 kal), adj. of or using analysis. —an "a-
lyt'i-cal-ly, adv.

an-a-lyt-ics (an’s lit'iks), n. mathematical
or algebraic analysis.

an-a-lyze (an’s liz), v, -lyzed, -lyz-ing.
1 separate into its parts. 2 examine
the parts or elements of critically: ana-
lyze an argument. 3 subject to chemical
analysis. —an’a-lyz a-ble, adj. —an’a-
ly-za'tion, n. —an’a-lyz’er, n.

An-a-ni-as (an s ni’as), n. 1 liar who was
struck dead for this fault. Acts 5:1-10.
2 any liar.

an-a-pest, an-a-paest (an’s pest), n. mea-
sure or foot in poetry consisting of
two unaccented syllables followed by an
accented syllable. [< L < Gk. anapaistos
< ana-back + paiein strike] —an "a-pes’-
tic, an "a-paes'tic, adj., n.

a-naph-o-ra (s naf'ar 9), n. repetition of
a word or phrase at the beginning of a
series of clauses or sentences, used for
rhetorical effect.

an-a-phy-lax-is  (an’s fo lak’sis), n.
increased sensitivity to a usually non-
toxic substance, sometimes causing
severe or fatal shock. —an’a-phy-lac’-
tic, adj.

an-ar-chism (an’or kizom), n. 1 politi-
cal theory that all systems of govern-
ment and law are harmful and prevent
individuals from reaching their greatest
development. 2 practice or support of
this doctrine. 3 terrorism; lawlessness.

an-ar-chist (an’sr kist), n. person who
wants to overthrow established govern-
ments and have a world without rulers
and laws. —an "ar-chis’tic, adj.

an-ar-chy (an’erki), n. 1 absence of a
system of government and law. 2 confu-
sion; lawlessness. [< Gk., < an- without
+ archos ruler] —an-ar’chic, an-ar’chi-
cal, adj. —an-ar’chi-cal-ly, adv.

anat., 1 anatomical. 2 anatomy.

a-nath-e-ma (o nath’s ms), n., pl. -mas.
1 person or thing that is detested and
condemned. 2 person or thing accursed.
3 solemn curse by church authorities
excommunicating some person from
the church. 4 denouncing and con-
demning some person or thing as evil;
curse. [< L < Gk, thing devoted, esp. to
evil, < ana- up + tithenai set]

a-nath-e-ma-tize (o nath’o motiz), v,
—tized, -tiz-ing. denounce; curse. —a-
nath’e-ma-ti-za’tion, n. —a-nath’e-ma-
tiz’er, n.
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An-a-to-li-a (an’s to’li 9), n. =Asia Minor.
—An’a-to'li-an, adj., n.

an-a-tom-i-cal (an’s tom’s kal), an-a-
tom-ic (-tom'ik), adj. of or having to do
with anatomy. —an "a-tom’i-cal-ly, adv.

a-nat-o-mist (9 nat’s mist), n. 1 an expert
in anatomy. 2 person who dissects or
analyzes.

a-nat-o-mize (o nat’s miz), v., -mized,
-miz-ing. 1 divide into parts to study the
structure; dissect. 2 examine the parts of;
analyze. —a-nat’o-mi-za’tion, n.

a-nat-o-my (o nat’s mi), n., pl. -mies. 1
structure of an animal or plant. 2 sci-
ence of the structure of animals and
plants. 3 dissecting of animals or plants
to study their structure. [< LL < Gk, <
ana- up + tomos cutting]

anc., ancient.

—ance, suffix. 1 act or fact of ___ing, as
in avoidance. 2 quality or state of being
___ed, as in annoyance. 3 quality or

state of being ____ant, as in importance.
4 thing that s, as in conveyance. 5
what is ____ed, as in contrivance. [< F

< L -antia, -entia]

an-ces-tor (an’ses tor), n. 1 person from
whom one is descended; forefather. 2
early form from which the species or
group in question has descended. 3
the precursor of a later type. [< OF
ancestre < L antecessor < ante before +
cedere go]

an-ces-tral (an ses’tral), adj. 1 of or per-
taining to ancestors: the ancestral home
of the Pilgrims was England. 2 inherited
from ancestors. —an-ces’tral-ly, adv.

an-ces-try (an’ses tri), n., pl. -tries. 1 line
of descent from ancestors; lineage. 2
honorable descent. 3 parents, grandpar-
ents, and other ancestors.

an-chor (ang’kar), n. 1 shaped piece of
iron attached to a chain or rope and
used to hold a boat or ship in place.
2 thing for holding something else in
place. 3 something that makes a person
feel safe and secure. 4 =anchorman. —v.
1 hold in place by an anchor: anchor a
ship. 2 hold in place; fix firmly.
at anchor, held by an anchor.
cast or drop anchor, let down the
anchor to hold in place.
ride at anchor, stay
in a place.
weigh anchor, raise the anchor to sail
on. [< L < Gk. ankyra] —an’chor-less,
adj. —an’chor-like’, adj.

an-chor-age (ang’kerij), n. 1 place to
anchor. 2 money paid for the right to
anchor. 3 an anchoring or being anchored.
4 something to hold on to or depend on.

an-cho-rite (ang’ke rit), an-cho-ret (ang’-
ko rit; -ret), n. 1 person who lives alone
in a solitary place for religious medita-
tion. 2 hermit. [< Med.L < LL < Gk.
anachoretes, < ana- back + choreein
withdraw] —an’cho-rit’ic, an’cho-
ret'ic, adj.

an-chor-man (ang’ker man’), n. 1 last
person to compete on a relay team. 2

anchored

last person on line in a tug of war. 3
last team member to bowl a frame in
a bowling match. 4 person who intro-
duces various reports on a television or
radio newscast.

an-cho-vy (an’ché vi; —cha vi; an cho'vi),
n., pl. —vies. very small fish that looks
somewhat like a herring. Anchovies are
pickled or made into a paste. [< Sp. and
Pg. anchova < VL apiuva < Gk. aphye]

an-cien ré-gime (4N syaN’razhém’),
French. 1 social and political structure
of France before the Revolution of 1789.
2 Fig. way things used to be done; old
order of things.

an-cient (an’shant), adj. 1 of great age;
very old: an ancient city. 2 existing
or occuring in time long past: ancient
records. 3 pertaining to the period of
history before the fall of the Western
Roman Empire (476 A.D.). 4 having
to do with the ancients. —n. 1 a very
old person. 2 the ancients, a Greeks
and Romans and other civilized people
of antiquity. b the classical authors of
ancient times. [< OF ancien < LL, < L
ante before] —an’cient-ness, 7.

an-cient-ly (an’shentli), adv. in ancient
times.

an-cil-lar-y (an’saler’i), adj. 1 subordi-
nate. 2 assisting. [< L, < ancilla hand-
maid]

an-con (ang’kon), n., pl. an-co-nes
(ang ko'néz). 1 elbow. 2 projection like
a bracket, used to support a cornice.
[< L < Gk. ankon bend] —an’co-nal,
an-co’ne-al adj.

-ancy, suffix. variant of -ance, as in
infancy.

and (and; unstressed and, an), conj. 1 as
well as: nice and cold. 2 added to; with:
ham and eggs. 3 as a result: the sun came
out and the grass dried. 4 to: try and
come. [OE]

An-da-lu-sia (an’ds lii’zha; -sha), n.
region in S Spain. —An’da-lu’sian,
adj., n.

an-dan-te (an dan’té; dn ddn’ta), —adj. of
musical tempo, moderately slow. —adpv.
in andante time. —n. musical piece in
andante time. [< Ital., < andare walk]

An-der-sen (an’dar san), n. Hans Chris-
tian, 1805-1875, Danish writer of fairy
tales.

An-des (an’déz), n.pl. mountain system in
W South America. —An-de’an, adj., n.
and-i-ron (and’i’arn), n. one of a pair of
metal supports for wood burned in a
fireplace. [< OF andier; —iron by associa-

tion with iron]

and/or, both or either.

An-dor-ra (an dor's; —dor’s), n. 1 a small
country between France and Spain. 2
its capital.

An-drew (an’drii), n. one of Jesus’ apostles.

an-dro-gen (an’dra jon), n. any substance
that induces or strengthens masculine
characteristics, as a male sex hormone.
[< Gk. aner (andr-) male + -genes born,
produced] —an’dro-gen’ic, adj.

an-drog-y-nous (an droj’s nas), adj. 1
having male and female flowers in the
same cluster. 2 =hermaphroditic. [< L
< Gk, < aner (andr-) man + gyne
woman| —an-drog'y-ny, n.

an-droid (an’droid), n. robot that resem-
bles a person.

An.drom-a-che (an drom’s ké), n. Gk.
Legend. 1 the loyal wife of Hector. 2
northern constellation.

an-ec-dot-age (an’ik dot’ij), n. 1 anec-
dotes. 2 talkative old age.

an-ec-do-tal (an’ik do tal; an’ik do’tal),
adj. of anecdotes; containing anecdotes.
—anec-do'tal-ist, n.

an-ec-dote (an’ik dot), n. short account
of some interesting incident or event.
[< MedL < Gk. anekdota (things)
unpublished < an- not + ek- out + dido-
nai give] —an’ec-dot’ic, an’ec-dot'i-
cal, adj.

a-ne-mi-a (9né’mia), n. 1 deficiency
of the blood; insufficiency of red cor-
puscles or hemoglobin in the blood. 2
general weakness. Also, anaemia. [< NL
< Gk. anaimia lack of blood < an- not +
haima blood] —a-ne’mic, adj.

an-e-mome-e-ter (an’s mom’s tar), n.
instrument for measuring the velocity
or pressure of the wind. [< Gk. anemos
wind + -METER —an’ e-mo-met'ric,
an’e-mo-met’ri-cal, adj.

a-nem-o-ne (2 nem’s né), n. 1 plant with
small white flowers that blossoms early
in the spring. 2 plant of the same genus
with much larger, bright-red, blue, or
white flowers. 3 sea anemone. [< L < Gk,
wind flower, anemos wind]

a-nent (2 nent’), prep. 1 concerning. 2
beside. [OE on emn, on efn on even
(ground with)]

an-er-oid (an’or oid), adj. using no fluid.
—n. an aneroid barometer. [< F anéroide
< Gk. a- without + LGk. neros water]

aneroid barometer, barometer that works
by the pressure of air on the elastic lid of
a box containing no air.

an-es-the-sia (an’as thé’zha), n. loss of
sensation produced by ether, chloro-
form, hypnotism, etc., or as the result
of hysteria, paralysis, or disease. [< NL
< Gk., < an- without + aisthesis sensa-
tion]

an-es-thetic (an’os thet'ik), n. sub-
stance that causes anesthesia, as ether.
—adj. 1 causing anesthesia. 2 of or with
anesthesia: anesthetic effects. —an’es-
thet’i-cal-ly, adv.

an-es-the-tist (o nes’ths tist), n. person
who administers anesthetics during
operations, etc.

an-es-the-tize (o nes’tho tiz), v., -tized,
—-tiz-ing. make unable to feel pain, touch,
cold, etc.; make insensible. —an-es"the-
ti-za'tion, n. —an-es’the-tiz er, n.

an-eu-rysm, an-eu-rism (an’ys riz om),
n. permanent swelling of an artery,
due to pressure of the blood on a part
weakened by disease or injury. [< Gk.
aneurysma dilatation, < ana- up + eurys



wide] —an’eu-rys’mal, an’eu-ris'mal,
adj.

a-new (o nii’; o nd’), adv. 1 once more;
again: try anew. 2 in a new form or way.
[OE ofniowe. See NEW.]

an-gel (an’jol), n. 1 one of an order of
spiritual beings that are attendants and
messengers of God. 2 conventional rep-
resentation of such a being, usually with
a halo and wings. 3 Fig. person as good
or lovely as an angel. 4 Fig. any guardian
or guiding spirit. 5 person who pays
for producing a play. [< L < Gk. angelos
messenger]

angel cake, or angel food cake, delicate,
white, spongy cake made of the whites
of eggs, sugar, and a little flour.

angel dust, hallucenogenic drug, PCP.

An-ge-le-no (an’js 1&’'no), n. person who
lives in Los Angeles.

an-gelfish (an’jal fish’), n., pl. ~fish-es or
(esp. collectively) —fish. 1 any of several
showy tropical fish. 2 small silver fish with
wing-like fins and black bars on its body.

an-gel-ic (an jel'ik), adj. 1 of angels; heav-
enly. 2 like an angel; pure; innocent;
good and lovely. —an-gel’i-cal, adj.
—an-gel'i-cal-ly, adv.

an-gel-i-ca (an jel’s k), n. perennial plant
of the same family as the carrot, used
in cooking, in medicine, etc. [< Med.L;
named from its use as an antidote]

An-ge:li-co (anjel’a ko), n. Fra, 1387-
1455, Italian painter.

An-ge-lus (an’jo Iss), n. 1 prayer said by
Roman Catholics in memory of Christ’s
assuming human form. 2 bell rung at
morning, noon, and night as a signal
for Roman Catholics to say this prayer.
[from first word in service]

an-ger (ang’gor), n. the feeling one has
toward something that hurts, opposes,
offends, or annoys; wrath; fury; rage. —v.
1 make angry. 2 become angry: he angers
easily. [< Scand. angr grief]

an-gi-na (an ji'na; in Med. often an’jo na),
n. 1 any inflammatory disease of the
throat, such as croup or mumps. 2 any
sudden and sharp pain. 3 =angina pec-
toris. [< L, quinsy, < angere choke]

angina pec-to-ris (pek’to ris), serious dis-
ease of the heart that causes sharp chest
pains and a feeling of being suffocated.

an-gi-o-gen-e-sis (an’ji o jen's sis), n. for-
mation of blood vessels.

an-gi-o-sperm (an’ji 6 spérm’), n. plant
having its seeds enclosed in an ovary;
flowering plant. [< NL, < Gk. angeion
vessel + sperma seed] —an’gi-o-sper’-
mous, adj.

an-gle' (ang'gal), n., v, -gled, -gling.
—n. 1 a space between two lines or
surfaces that meet. b figure formed by
two such lines or surfaces. ¢ difference
in direction between two such lines or
surfaces. 2 corner. 3 point of view. 4 one
aspect of something; phase. —v. 1 move
at an angle. 2 turn or bend at an angle. 3
present with bias or prejudice. [< F < L
angulus] —an’gled, adj.

an-gle? (ang’gal), v, -gled, -gling. 1 fish
with a hook and line. 2 scheme to get:
she angled for an invitation to his party
by flattering him. [OE angel fishhook]
—an’gler, n.

angle iron, strip of iron or steel bent at
an angle.

angle of incidence. See incidence, def. 3.

angle of reflection. See reflection, def. 8.

An-gles (ang’goalz), n.pl. a Germanic tribe
that settled in England in the fifth cen-
tury A.p. —An’gli-an, adj., n.

an-gle-worm ang’gol-wérm’), n. earth-
worm.

An-gli-can (ang’glo kan), adj. 1 of or hav-
ing to do with the Church of England
or other churches of the same faith else-
where. 2 Esp. U.S. English. —n. member
of an Anglican church. —An’gli-can-
ism, n.

An-gli-cism (ang’glo sizom), n. 1 U.S. a
Briticism. 2 custom or trait peculiar to
the English.

An-gli-cize, an-gli-cize (ang’glo siz),
v, —cized, -ciz-ing. make or become
English in form, pronunciation, habits,
customs, or character. Chauffeur and
garage are French words that have been
Anglicized. —An’gli-ci-za’tion, an’gli-
ci-za'tion, n.

an-gling (ang’gling), n. act or art of fish-
ing with a rod and line.

An-glo (ang’glo), n., pl. —glos. white Amer-
ican not of Spanish or Mexican descent.
Anglo-, word element. 1 English, as in
Anglo-Catholic church. 2 English and, as

in the Anglo-American alliance.

An-glo-A-mer-i-can  (ang’glo @ mer’-
2 kan), Am. —adj. 1 English and Ameri-
can. 2 of Anglo-Americans. —n. an
American, esp. a U.S. citizen of English
descent.

An-glo-French (ang’glo french’), adj.
of or having to do with England and
France together. —n. the dialect of
French spoken by the Normans in Eng-
land (esp. 1066-c1154); Anglo-Norman;
Norman-French.

An-glo-Nor-man (ang’glo nér'men), n.
1 one of the Normans who lived in
England after its conquest in 1066. 2
descendant of an English Norman. 3
Anglo-French. —adj. English and Nor-
man.

An-glo-phile (ang’gls fil), An-glo-phil
(-fil), n. person who greatly likes or
admires England or the English.

An-glo-Sax-on (ang’glo sak’sen), n. 1
Englishman of the fifth to twelfth centu-
ries. 2 his speech. 3 member of the Eng-
lish-speaking world. 4 person of English
descent. 5 plain English. —adj. 1 of the
Anglo-Saxons. 2 of Anglo-Saxon.

An-go-ra (ang go'ro, —-go’-), n. 1 variety
of long-haired cat. 2 variety of goat with
long, silky hair. 3 variety of rabbit with
long, silky hair.

an-go-ra (ang go'ra), n. 1 =mohair. 2
yarn made from the hair of Angora
goats or rabbits.
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an-gry (ang’gri), adj. -gri-er, —gri-est.
1 feeling or showing anger; furious;
infuriated: an angry reply. 2 raging or
stormy: angry sky. 3 inflamed and sore:
an infected cut looks angry. —an’gri-ly,
adv. —an’gri-ness, n.

angst (angst), n. anxiety. [< G]

ang-strom (ang’strom), or angstrom
unit, n. one ten-millionth of a millime-
ter, a unit of measurement of the wave
lengths of various radiations, as of light.

an-guish (ang’gwish), n. very great pain
or grief; torment. [< OF < L angustia
tightness < angustus narrow]

an-guished (ang’gwisht), adj. 1 suffer-
ing anguish. 2 full of anguish; showing
anguish.

an-gu-lar (ang’gyslor), adj. 1 having
angles; sharp-cornered. 2 measured by
an angle. 3 not plump; thin and bony;
gaunt. 4 stiff and awkward. —an’gu-lar-
ly, adv. —an’gu-lar-ness, n.

an-gu-lar-i-ty (ang’gys lar’ati), n., pl.
-ties. 1 angular quality or form. 2 an
angular part; an angle.

an-hy-dride (an hi'drid; -drid), an-hy-
drid (-drid), n. 1 any oxide that unites
with water to form an acid or base. 2 any
compound formed by removing water.

an-hy-drous (an hi’dras), adj. 1 without
water. 2 containing no water of crystal-
lization. [< Gk., < an- without + hydor
water]

an-i-line (an’s lin; -lin), an-i-lin (-lin),
n. a colorless liquid, C_ H,NH,, obtained
from coal tar and esp. from nitroben-
zene, used in making dyes, plastics, etc.
—adj. made from aniline.

an-i-mal (an’s moal), n. 1 any living thing
that is not a plant. Most animals can
move about, while most plants can-
not; most animals cannot make their
own food from carbon dioxide, water,
nitrogen, etc., while most plants can.
2 an inferior living being, as distin-
guished from human; brute; beast. 3
person like a brute or beast. —adj. 1 of
animals. 2 like an animal. 3 of a person,
sensual. [< L, < anima life, breath]

an-i-mal-cule (an’s mal’kal), n. a minute
or microscopic animal. [< NL animalcu-
lum, dim. of L animal] —an’i-mal’cu-
lar, adj.

an-i-mal-ism (an’s mal iz’am), n. 1 doc-
trine that human beings are mere ani-
mals without souls. 2 animal existence,
nature, or enjoyment. —an’i-mal-ist, n.
—an "i-mal-is'tic, adj.

an-i-mal-i-ty (an’s mal’s ti), #n. 1 animal
nature or character in humans. 2 ani-
mal life.

animal spirits, natural liveliness.

an-i-mate (v. an’s mat; adj. an’s mit), v,
-mat-ed, -mat-ing, adj. —v. 1 make
lively, gay, or vigorous. 2 inspire; encour-
age. 3 put into action; cause to act or
work. 4 give life to; make alive. —adj.
1. living; alive: all plants and animals
are animate. 2 lively; vigorous. [< L,
< anima life, breath] —an’i-mate-ly, adv.
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—an’i-mat’er, an’i-ma’tor, n. —an’i-
ma’tion, 7.

an-i-mat-ed (an’s mat’id), adj. 1 lively. 2
living. —an’i-mated-ly, adv.

animated cartoon, series of drawings
arranged to be photographed and shown
like a motion picture. Each drawing
shows a slight change from the one
before it creating the illusion of move-
ment.

an-i-mat-ing (an’e mat’ing), adj. giving
life to; making lively; inspiring; encour-
aging. —an’i-mating-ly, adv.

an-i-ma-tron-ic (an’s mo trén’ik), adj.
animated electronically: the versatile
animatronic process. [< animated-elec-
tronic robotic]

an-i-mism (an’s miz am), n. the belief
that animals, trees, rocks, and other
natural objects have souls. [< L anima
life] —an’i-mist, n. —an’i-mis'tic, adj.

an-i-mos-i-ty (an’s mos’s ti), n., pl. —ties.
violent hatred; active enmity.

an-i-mus (an’s mas), n. 1 violent hatred;
ill will; active dislike or enmity. 2 mov-
ing spirit; intention. [< L, spirit]

an-i-on (an'i’sn),n. 1 a negatively charged
ion that moves toward the positive pole
in electrolysis. 2 atom or group of atoms
having a negative charge. [< Gk, (thing)
going up, < ana- up + ienai go]

an-ise (an’is), n. 1 plant of the carrot
family grown for its fragrant seeds. 2 the
seed. [< OF < L < Gk, anison]

an-i-seed (an’s séd; an’is séd), n. seed of
anise, used as a flavoring or in medicine.

An-jou (an’jii), n. a former duchy in W
France.

An-ka-ra (ang’ka ro; dng’-), n. capital of
Turkey.

ankh (dngk), n. cross with a loop at the
top, rather than a straight upper part,
symbol of life in ancient Egypt.

an-kle (ang’kal), n. 1 joint that connects
the foot and the leg. 2 part of the leg
between this joint and the calf. [< Scand.
Cf. Dan. ankel.]

an-kle-bone (ang'kal bon ), n. talus.

an-klet (ang’klit), n. 1 a short sock. 2
band, often ornamental, worn around
the ankle.

an-ky-lo-sis (ang'ka16’sis), n. 1 Anat. a
growing together of bones as a result
of disease or injury. 2 Pathol. stiffness
of a joint caused by this. [< NL < Gk,
< ankyloein stiffen < ankylos crooked]
—an ky-lot'ic, adj.

ann., 1 annals. 2 annuals. 3 annuity. 4
years.

an-na (an’s), n. in India and Pakistan: a
one-sixteenth of a rupee. b a coin hav-
ing this value.

an-nal-ist (an’sl ist), n. writer of annals.
—an "nal-is"tic, adj.

an-nals (an’alz), n.pl. 1 a written account
of events year by year. 2 historical
records; history. [< L, < annus year]

An-nap-o-lis (2 nap’s lis), n. seaport and
capital of Maryland, site of the U.S.
Naval Academy.

Anne (an), n. 1665-1714, queen of Great
Britain and Ireland, 1702-14.

an-neal (5 nél’), v. toughen (glass, metals,
etc.) by heating and then cooling; tem-
per. [OE ancelan < an- on +clan burn]
—an-neal’er, n.

an-ne-lid (an’s lid), —n. any one of the
segmented worms, as the earthworms
and leeches. —adj. of or having to do
with annelids. [< F < OF annel ring < L
anellus, double dim. of anus ring] —an-
nel’i-dan, adj., n.

an-nex (v. 2 neks’; n. an’eks), v., n. —v. 1
join or add to a larger thing: the United
States annexed Texas in 1845. 2 attach
as a limitation or consequence. 3 add to
a book, document, etc. 4 take as one’s
own; appropriate. —n. 1 something
annexed; an added part. 2 a supplemen-
tary building. [< Med.L, < L annexus
< ad- to + nectere bind] —an-nex’a-ble,
adj. —an-nex'ment, n.

an-nex-a-tion (an’ik sa’shon; —ek-), n. 1
an annexing or being annexed. 2 some-
thing annexed. —an "nex-a’tion-ist, n.

an-ni-hi-la-ble (o ni’s lo bal), n. that can
be annihilated. —an-ni "hi-la-bil'i-ty, n.

an-ni-hi-late (o ni’s lat), v. -lat-ed, -lat-
ing. 1 destroy completely; wipe out of
existence. 2 bring to ruin or confusion.
[< LL, < L ad- + nihil nothing] —an-
ni’hi-la’tion, n. —an-ni'hi-la’tive, adj.
—an-ni’hi-la tor, n.

an-ni-ver-sa-ry (an’sver'sori), n., pl
-ries, adj. —n. 1 the yearly return of
a date: a birthday is an anniversary. 2
celebration of the yearly return of a date.
—adj. 1 celebrated each year at the same
date. 2 having to do with an anniver-
sary: an anniversary gift. [< L, returning
annually, < annus year + vertere turn]

an-no Dom-i-ni (an’6 dom’s ni), in the
year of our Lord; any year of the Chris-
tian Era. Abbrev.: A.D.

annointing of the sick, =extreme unc-
tion.

an-no-tate (an’o tat), v., -tat-ed, -tat-
ing. 1 provide with explanatory notes
or comments. 2 make explanatory notes
or comments. [< L, < ad- + nota note]
—an’no-ta’tor, n

an-no-ta-tion (an’o ta’shon), n. 1 act of
annotating. 2 note of explanation.

an-nounce (o nouns’), v.,, -nounced,
-nounc-ing. 1 give formal or public
notice of: announce a wedding in the
papers. 2 make known; make evident.
3 be an announcer; introduce broad-
casts; read news, etc. 4 make known the
presence or arrival of: a flurry of ac-
tivity announced their arrival. [< OF <L,
< ad- + nuntius messenger] —an-
nounce’ment, 7.

an-nounc-er (3 noun’sar), #n. 1 someone
or some thing that announces. 2 person
who announces, esp. on a radio or televi-
sion broadcast.

an-noy (5 noi’), v. 1 make angry; disturb;
trouble; irritate; bother: annoy by teas-
ing. 2 hurt; harm; molest: annoy the

enemy by raids. [< OF anuier <LL,< L in
odio in hatred] —an-noy’er, n.

an-noy-ance (5 noi’ans), n. 1 an annoying.
2 a being annoyed. 3 thing that annoys;
bother; pest.

an-noy-ing (2 noi’ing), adj. disturbing.
—an-noy’ing-ly, adv. —an-noy’ing-
ness, 1.

an-nu-al (an’yual), adj. 1 coming once
a year: annual celebration. 2 of or for a
year; yearly: an annual salary of $30,000.
3 accomplished during a year: the earth’s
annual course around the sun. 4 living
but one year or season: annual plants.
n. 1 an annual publication. 2 plant that
lives one year or season. [< OF < LL,< L
annus year] —an’nu-al-ly, adv.

an-nu-i-tant (5 nit’s tent; —na’-), n. per-
son who receives an annuity.

an-nu-i-ty (5 nit’s ti; -nd’-), n., pl. —ties.
1 sum of money paid every year. 2 right
to receive or duty to pay such a yearly
sum. 3 investment that provides a fixed
yearly income. [< F < Med. L, < L annus
year]

an-nul (o nul’), v, -nulled, -nul-ling.
destroy the force of; make void: annul
a marriage. [< LL, < L ad- + nullus
none] —an-nul’la-ble, adj. —an-nul'ler,
n. —an-nul’ment, n.

an-nu-lar (an’ys lor), adj. ringlike; ring-
shaped, ringed. [< L, < annulus ring]
—an nu-lar’i-ty, n. —an’'nu-lar-ly adv.

an-nu-lus (an’ys las), n., pl. -li (-i), -lus-
es. a ringlike part, band, or space. [< L
annulus, dim. of anus ring]

an-nun-ci-ate (o nun’shi at; -si-), v., —at-
ed, -at-ing. make known; announce.
[< Med.L < L, ad- to + nuntius mes-
senger]

an-nun-ci-a-tion (3 nun’si a’shon; —shi-),
n. 1 announcement. 2 the Annuncia-
tion, a the angel Gabriel's announce-
ment to the Virgin Mary that she was to
be the mother of Christ. Luke 1:26-33.b
Annunciation Day; Lady Day.

A No. 1, A one.

an-ode (an’0d), n. 1 positive electrode. 2
negative terminal on a battery. [< Gk., <
ana- up + hodos way] —an-od’ic, adj.

an-o-dyne (an’s din), n. anything that
relieves pain or soothes. —adj. sooth-
ing. [< L < Gk, < an- without + odyne
pain]

a-noint (o noint’), v. 1 put oil on; rub
with ointment; smear. 2 consecrate by
applying oil. [< OF enoint < L, < in- on
+ unguere smear] —a-noint’er, n. —a-
noint'ment, .

a-nom-a-lous (o nom’s las), adj. depart-
ing from the common rule; irregu-
lar; abnormal. [< LL < Gk., an- not +
homalos even] —a-nom’a-lous-ly, adv.
—a-nom’a-lous-ness, n

a-nom-a-ly (o nom’sli), n., pl. -lies. 1
departure from a common rule; irreg-
ularity. 2 something abnormal. —a-
nom’a-lism .

a-non (s non’), adv. 1 in a little while;
soon. 2 at another time; again. 3 ever



and anon, now and then. [OE on dn into
one, on ane in one, at once]

anon., anonymous.

an-o-nym-i-ty (an’s nim’s ti), n. state of
being anonymous.

a-non-y-mous (o non’s mes), adj. 1 of
unknown or unacknowledged author-
ship: an anonymous letter, pamphlet, etc.
2 having no name; nameless. [< Gk,
< an- without + dial. onyma name] —a-
non’y-mous-ly, adv.

a-noph-e-les (o nof's 1éz), n., pl. ~les. mos-
quito that can transmit malaria.

an-o-rec-tic (an’s rek’tik), adj. 1 having
little appetite. 2 =anorexic.

an-o-rex-i-a (an’orek’sés), n. 1 aver-
sion to or avoidance of food. 2 also
anorexia nervosa, condition marked
by avoidance of food so extreme that it
sometimes leads to death by starvation.
—an’o-rex'ic, adj.

an-oth-er (o nuti'sr), adj. 1 one more:
another glass of milk. 2 different: another
matter. —pron. 1 one more: have another.
2 a different one. 3 one of the same kind.
[for an other]

ans., answer; answered.

an-ser-ine (an’sor in; -in), an-ser-ous
(-as), adj. 1 of, like, or pertaining to a
goose or geese. 2 stupid; foolish. [< L, <
anser goose]

an-swer (an’sar; dn’-), n. 1 words spo-
ken or written in reply to a question: a
quick answer. 2 solution to a problem.
—v. 1 reply to: he answered my ques-
tion. 2 reply: he would not answer. 3
serve: a poor excuse will not answer. 4
be responsible: answer for your mistakes.
5 correspond (to): this house answers to
his description. [OE andswaru < and-
against + swerian swear] —an’swer-
er, 7.

an-swer-a-ble (an’sor o bal; 4n’-), adj. 1
responsible. 2 that can be answered.
—an’swer-a-ble-ness, n. —an’swer-a-
bly, adv.

answering machine, device that records
messages from telephone callers in the
absence of a person to respond to a call.

answering service, an agency that cuts in
on the telephone circuits of its clients to
answer calls, etc. in their absence.

ant (ant), n. any member of a family of
small hymenopterus insects that live
with others in colonies. [OE @mete]

—ant'like’, adj.
ant- prefix. form of anti- before vowels.
—ant, suffix. 1 ___ing, as in buoyant,

compliant, triumphant. 2 one that s,
as in assistant. See also —ent. [< F < L
-ans, —ens)

ant., 1 antonym. 2 antiquary.

ant-ac-id (ant as’id), adj. neutralizing
acids; counteracting acidity. —n. sub-
stance that neutralizes acids, such as
baking soda.

an-tag-o-nism (an tag’s niz am), n. active
opposition; hostility.

an-tag-o-nist (an tag’s nist), n. 1 person
who fights, struggles or contends with

another; opponent; adversary. 2 muscle
that contracts when another muscle
relaxes. 3 drug that counteracts another
drug.

an-tag-o-nis-tic (an tag’s nis'tik), adj.
acting against each other; opposing;
conflicting. —an-tag’o-nis'ti-cal-ly, adv.

an-tag-o-nize (an tag’ niz), v., -nized,
-niz-ing. 1 make an enemy of; arouse
dislike in. 2 oppose. 3 counteract. [< Gk.,
< anti- against + agon contest] —an-
tag’o-nizer, n.

ant-arc-tic (ant drk’tik; -ar'tik), adj. of or
near the South Pole or the south polar
region. —n. the south polar region.

Ant-arc-ti-ca (ant drk’to ka; -ir'to-),
or Antarctic Continent, n. continent
around or near the South Pole.

Antarctic Circle or antarctic circle,
imaginary boundary of the south polar
region, running parallel to the equator
at 23°30" north of the South Pole.

Antarctic Ocean, ocean of the south
polar region.

Antarctic Zone, region between the Ant-
arctic Circle and the South Pole.

ant bear, 1 a large, shaggy, gray anteater
of South America. 2 =aardvark.

an-te (an'té), n., v., —ted or -teed, -te-
ing. n. 1 stake in the game of poker
that every player must put up before
receiving a hand or drawing new cards.
2 amount required; cost. —v. Collog.
1 put (one’s stake) into the pool. 2 pay
(one€’s share).
ante up, a put (one’s stake) into the pool.
b pay (one’s shares). [See ANTE-]

ante-, prefix. before, as in antenatal, ante-
room. [< L]

ant-eat-er (ant’ét’sr), n. mammal with a
long, slender, sticky tongue, such as the
pangolin or ant bear, that feeds on ants.

an-te-bel-lum (an’ti bel’am), adj. 1 before
the war. 2 before the Civil War. [< L,
before the war]

an-te-ced-ence (an’toséd’ans), n. 1 a
going before; precedence; priority. 2
apparent motion of a planet from east
to west.

an-te-ced-ent (an 'to séd’ant), adj. coming
or happening before; preceding; previ-
ous; prior: an event antecedent to this
one. —n. 1 a previous thing or event. 2
antecedents, a the past life or history. b
ancestors. 3 word, phrase, or clause that
is referred to by a pronoun. 4 the first
term in any ratio; the first or third term
in a proportion. [< L, ante- before +
cedere go] —an "te-ced’ent:ly, adv.

an-te-cham-ber (an’ti cham ‘bor), n.
=anteroom.

an-te-date (an’ti dat; anti dat’), v. -dat-
ed, -dat-ing, n. —v. 1 be or happen
before. 2 give too early a date to, esp. to
a document. —n. 1 a prior date. 2 date
earlier than the true date.

an-te-di-lu-vi-an (an’ti dili'vian), adj.
1 very old; old-fashioned. 2 before the
Flood. —n. 1 old-fashioned person. 2
very old person. 3 person who lived
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before the Flood. [< ANTE- + L diluvium
deluge]

an-te-lope (an’ta16p), n., pl. -lope,
-lopes. 1 a cud-chewing, deerlike ani-
mal related to cattle, sheep, and goats.
2 pronghorn. 3 leather from the hide
of any of these animals. [< OF < Med.L
< LGk. antholops]

an-te me-rid-i-em (an’té mo rid’i om),
before noon. Abbrev.: am., A.m. [< L,
before midday]

an-te-na-tal (an’ti na’tsl), adj. before
birth; prenatal.

an-ten-na (anten’s), n., pl. -ten-nae
(~ten’e) for I; -ten-nas for 2. 1 one of
two feelers on the head of an insect,
lobster, etc. 2 aerial. 3 Fig. insight; per-
ceptiveness. [< L, orig., sail yard]

an-te-pe-nult (an’ti pé’nult; —pi nult’), n.
the third syllable, counting back from
the end of a word. In an te ri or, te is the
antepenult.

an-te-pe-nul-ti-mate (an’ti pi nul’ts mit),
adj. third from the end. —n. =antepe-
nult.

an-te-ri-or (an tir'i or), adj. 1 toward the
front; fore. 2 going before; earlier; previ-
ous. [< L, comparative of ante before]
—an-te ‘ri-or’i-ty, an-te’ri-or-ness, n.

an-te-room (an’tiriim’; -ram’), n. a
small room leading to a larger one; a
waiting room.

an-them (an’thom), n. 1 song of praise,
devotion, or patriotism: the national
anthem. 2 piece of sacred music, usually
with words from some passage in the
Bible. 3 hymn sung in two alternating
parts. [< VL < LL < Gk. antiphona anti-
phon. Doublet of ANTIPHON.]

an-ther (an’thar), n. part of the stamen
of a flower that bears the pollen. [< NL
< Gk., < anthos flower]

an-ther-id-i-um (an’thor id’iom), n., pl
-id-i-a (-id’i9). part of a fern, moss,
etc., that produces male reproductive
cells. —an "ther-id’i-al, adj.

an-thol-o-gy (an thol’s ji), n., pl. -gies. 1
collection of poems or prose selections
from various authors. 2 collection of
paintings, films, etc. [< L < Gk, < anthos
flower + legein gather] —an'tho-log'i-
cal, adj. —an-thol’o-gist, n.

an-tho-zo-an (an’ths z6’sn), n. any sea
anemone, coral, or other polyp with
radial segments. —adj. of such polyps.

an-thra-.cene (an’thrs sén), n. a colorless,
crystalline compount, C H , used in
making alizarin dyes.

an-thra-cite (an’thro sit), n. coal that
burns with very little smoke or flame;
hard coal. [< L < Gk, name of a gem,
< anthrax charcoal] —an "thra-cit'ic, adj.

an-thrax (an’thraks), n., pl. -thra-ces
(-thra séz). an infectious, often fatal,
disease of cattle, sheep, etc., that may
be transmitted to human beings. [< LL
< Gk., carbuncle, live coal]

anthrop- or anthropo-, combining
form. man; human being; human, as

10’
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in anthropology, anthropometry. [< Gk.
anthropos)

an-thro-po-gen-ic (an’thrs po jen’ik),
adj. caused by humans. [< anthropo- +
-genic producing]

an-thro-poid (an’thre poid), adj. 1
humanlike; resembling man. 2 of peo-
ple, resembling an ape. —n. a man-
like ape. Chimpanzees and gorillas are
anthropoids. —an "thro-poi’dal, adj.

an-thro-pol-o-gy (an 'thra pol’s ji), n. sci-
ence that deals with the origin, develop-
ment, groups, customs, and beliefs of
humankind.—an "thro-po-log'i-cal, an’-
thro-po-log’ic, adj. —an"thro-po-log'i-
cal-ly, adv. —an "thro-pol’o-gist, n.

an-thro-pom-e-try (an’thrs pom’s tri),
n. branch of anthropology that deals
with the measurement of the human
body. —an’thro-po-met’ric, an’thro-
po-met’ri-cal, adj. —an’thro-pom’e-
trist, n.

an-thro-po-mor-phic (an’thro po mor’-
fik), adj. attributing human form or
qualities to gods or things. —an"thro-
po-mor’phi-cal-ly, adv.

an-thro-po-mor-phism (an"thrs ps moér’-
fiz om), n. an attributing of human form
or qualities to animals, gods, or things.
—an "thro-po-mor’phist, .

an-ti (an'ti; -ti), n., pl. —tis. person opposed
to some plan, idea, party, etc.

anti-, prefix. 1 against; opposed to, as in
anti-British. 2 not; the opposite of, as in
antisocial. 3 rival, as in antipope. 4 pre-
venting or counteracting, as in antitrust.
5 preventing, curing, or alleviating, as
in antituberculosis. 6 placed in opposi-
tion or moving in opposition to, as in
anticyclonic. [< Gk also (before vowels
and h), ant-|

an-ti-air-craft (an’ti ar'kraft’; -kraft’),
adj. used in defense against enemy air-
craft.

an-ti-bi-ot-ic (an’ti bi ot’ik), n. product
of an organism, as penicillin, that works
against harmful microorganisms.

an-ti-bod-y (an’ti bod i), n., pl. -bod-ies.
protein produced in the blood or tissues
that destroys or weakens bacteria or
neutralizes toxins.

an-tic (an’tik), n., adj., v., -ticked, -tick-
ing. —n. antics. silly gesture or action;
playful trick; caper. —adj. silly; gro-
tesque. —v. perform antics; caper.
[< Ital. antico old (with sense of grottesco
grotesque) < L antiquus ancient]

an-ti-christ (an’ti krist "), n. 1 person who
opposes or denies Christ. 2 Antichrist.
great enemy and last opponent of Christ,
as told in the Bible.

an-tic-i-pate (an tis’s pat), v, -pat-ed,
-pat-ing. 1 look forward to; expect:
anticipate a good vacation. 2 use or real-
ize in advance: anticipate the disaster.
3 take care of ahead of time: anticipate
a person’s wishes. 4 be before (another)
in thinking, acting, etc. [< L anticipatus
< ante before + capere take] —an-tic'i-
pa’tor, n.

an-tic-i-pa-tion (an tis’o pa’shon), n. 1
act of anticipating. 2 expectation.

an-tic-i-pa-tive (an tis’s pa‘tiv), adj. tend-
ing to anticipate; having anticipation
(of).

an-tic-i-pa-to-ry (an tis’s pa to 'ri; —to'-),
adj. anticipating. —an-tic-i-pa-to ri-ly,
adv.

an-ti-cler-i-cal (an’tikler’s kal), adj.
opposed to the influence of the church
and clergy, esp. in public affairs. —an "ti-
cler’i-cal-ism, n

an-ti-cli-max (an’ti kli’'maks), n. 1 an
abrupt descent from the important to
the trivial. 2 descent (in importance,
interest, etc.) contrasting with a previous
rise or peak. —an "ti-cli-mac’tic, adj.

an-ti-co-ag-u-lant (an’'ti ko ag’ys lont),
n. substance that slows the process of
blood clotting.

an-ti-co-lo-ni-al (an’tikslo'nial), adj.
opposed to colonialism. —an ti-co-
lo’ni-al-ism, n

an-ti-co-lo-ni-al-ist (an’ti ko 16'ni o list),
n. an opponent of colonialism. —adj.
anticolonial.

an-ti-cy-clone (an’tisi’klon), n. winds
moving around and away from a center
of high pressure, which also moves.
—an"ti-cy-clon’ic adj.

an-ti-de-pres-sant  (an’ti dé pres’ant),
drug used to reduce mental depression.

an-ti-dote (an’ti dot), n. 1 medicine or
remedy that counteracts a poison. 2
remedy for any evil. [< L < Gk. antidoton
(thing) given against < anti- against
+ didonai give] —an’ti-dot’al, adj.
—an'ti-dot "al-ly, adv.

An-tie-tam (an té’tom), n. small creek in
Maryland near which a major battle of
the Civil War was fought in 1862.

an-ti-freeze (an’tifréz’), n. substance
added to a liquid to prevent it from
freezing.

an-ti-fric-tion (an’ti frik’shon), n. pre-
vention or reduction of friction.

an-ti-gen (an’to jon), n. any substance
that stimulates the production of anti-
bodies. —an "ti-gen'ic, adj.

An-ti-gua (an té’'gs; -gwa), n. island SE of
Puerto Rico, in the West Indies.

an-ti-her-o (an’ti hir’o), n. central char-
acter in a novel, play, etc., who has none
of the usual qualities of a hero.

an-ti-his-ta-mine  (an’ti his’to mén;
-min), n. chemical compound used esp.
against allergies.

An-til-les (an til’éz), n.pl. chain of islands
in the West Indies.

antilock brakes or antilock disk brakes,
computer-regulated brakes on a vehicle
that prevent skids on icy or very wet
pavement.

an-ti-log-a-rithm  (an’tilog’s ritlrom;
-log’-), n. number corresponding to a
given logarithm.

an-ti-ma-cas-sar (an’ti mo kas’ar), n. a
small covering to protect the back or
arms of a chair, sofa, etc. [< anti- against
+ macassar a hair oil from Macassar]

an-ti-mat-ter or an-ti-mat-ter (an’-
ti mat’ar), n. physical matter identi-
cal to normal matter except for having
reversed electric charges of its particles.
an-ti-mis-sile (an"ti mis’sl), adj. used in
defense against ballistic missiles, rock-
ets, etc.

an-ti-mo-ny (an’to mo ni), n. a metal-
lic, crystalline element, Sb, with a blu-
ish-white luster, used chiefly in alloys
and medicinal compounds. [< Med.L
antimonium]

an-ti-pas-to (dn’té pas’to), n., pl. -tos.
Italian. an appetizer consisting of fish,
meats, etc.

an-tip-a-thet-ic (an tip ‘s thet'ik; an 'ti pa-),
an-tip-a-thet-i-cal (-5 kal), adj. contrary
or opposed in nature or disposition.
—an-tip "a-thet’i-cal-ly, adv.

an-tip-a-thy (an tip’s thi), n., pL. —thies. 1
intense or fixed dislike; a feeling against.
2 object of intense dislike. [< L < Gk,
< anti- against + pathos feeling]

an-ti-phon (an’ts fon), n. verses sung or
chanted by two groups alternately in a
church service. [< LL < Gk. antiphona
sounding in response < anti- opposed
to + phone sound. Doublet of ANTHEM.]
—an-tiph’o-nal, adj. —an-tiph’o-nal-
ly, adv.

an-tip-o-dal (an tip’s dal), adj. 1 on the
opposite side of the earth. 2 directly
opposite; exactly contrary: antipodal
ideas.

an-ti-pode (an’to pod), n.
opposite.

an-tip-o-des (an tip’s déz), n.pl. 1 two
places on directly opposite sides of the
earth. 2 (sometimes sing. in use) a place
on the opposite side of the earth. 3
(sometimes sing. in use) the direct oppo-
site. [< L < Gk., < anti- opposite to +
pous foot] —an-tip o-de’an, adj., n.

an-ti-pro-ton (anti pro‘ton), n. a particle
of the same mass as a proton, but nega-
tively charged, created when a proton
hits a neutron.

an-ti-py-ret-ic  (an’ti piret’'ik), Med.
—adj. checking or preventing fever. —n.
any medicine or remedy for checking or
preventing fever.

an-ti-quar-i-an (an’to kwar'i an), adj.
having to do with antiques or antiquar-
ies. —n. antiquary. —an'ti-quar’i-an-
ism, 7.

an-ti-quark (an’ti kwark’), n. hypotheti-
cal elementary particle of antimatter
analogous to the quark.

an-ti-quar-y (an’to kwer i), n., pl. —quar-
ies. student or collector of antiques.

an-ti-quate (an’to kwat), v, -quat-ed,
-quat-ing. make old-fashioned or out-
of-date.

an-ti-quat-ed (an’to kwat’id), adj. 1 old-
fashioned; out-of-date. 2 old. —an’ti-
quat‘ed-ness, n

an-tique (an ték’), adj. 1 old-fashioned;
out-of-date. 2 in the style of times long
ago. 3 of or from times long ago; ancient.
4 of or belonging to ancient Greece

the direct



or Rome. —n. 1 something made long
ago. 2 antique style, usually of Greek or
Roman art. [< L antiquus < ante before]
—an-tique’ly, adv. —an-tique’ness, .

an-tiq-ui-ty (an tik'wa ti), n., pl. —ties. 1
great age. 2 times long ago; early ages
of history; the period from 5000 B.c. to
A.D. 476. 3 people of long ago. 4 antiq-
uities, a things from ancient times. b
customs and life of ancient times.

an-ti-scor-bu-tic (an’ti skor ba'tik), adj.
preventing or curing scurvy. —n. rem-
edy for scurvy.

an-ti-Sem-i-tism (an’ti sem’s tiz am),
n. dislike or hatred for Jews; preju-
dice against Jews. —an’ti-Sem'ite, n.
—an "ti-Se-mit’ic, adj.

an-ti-sep-sis (an'to sep’sis), n. 1 preven-
tion of infection. 2 method or medicine
that prevents infection.

an-ti-sep-tic (an’to sep’tik), adj. prevent-
ing infection. —n. substance, as iodine,
that prevents infection. —anti-sep’ti-
cally, adv.

an-ti-slav-er-y  (an’tislav’ori), adj.
opposed to slavery; against slavery.

an-ti-so-cial (an’ti s6’shal), adj. 1 harm-
ful to the public welfare; against the
common good. 2 averse to social rela-
tions; unsociable.

an-tis-tro-phe (an tis'trs fé), n. 1 part of
an ancient Greek ode sung by the chorus
when moving from left to right. 2 stanza
following a strophe and usually in the
same meter. [< LL < Gk, < anti- against
+ strephein turn] —an "ti-stroph’ic, adj.

an-ti-tank (an’ti tangk’), adj. designed
for use against armored vehicles, esp.
tanks.

an-tith-e-sis (an tith’s sis), n., pl -ses
(-séz). 1 the direct opposite: hate is the
antithesis of love. 2 contrast of ideas. 3
opposition; contrast (of or between):
antithesis of theory and fact. [< L < Gk,
< anti- against + tithenai set]

an-ti-thet-ic (an’to thet’ik), an-ti-thet-i-
cal (-a kal), adj. 1 of or using antithesis.
2 contrasted; opposite. —an "ti-thet’i-
cally, adv.

an-ti-tox-ic (an’ti tok’sik), adj. 1 coun-
teracting diseases or poisonings caused
by toxins. 2 having to do with or like
an antitoxin.

an-ti-tox-in (an’ti tok’san), an-ti-tox-ine
(-son; —sén) n. 1 substance formed in
the body to counteract a disease or poi-
son. 2 a serum containing antitoxin.

an-ti-trades (an'ti tradz’), n.pl. winds
that blow in a direction opposite to
the trade winds on a level above them
and descend beyond the trade-wind
belt.

an-ti-trust (an’ti trust’), adj. opposed to
large corporations that control the trade
practices of certain kinds of business.

ant-ler (ant’ler), n. 1 a branched horn of a
deer or similar animal. 2 branch of such
a horn. [< OF antoillier < L ante before
+ oculus eye]

ant lion, 1 insect whose larva digs a pit,
where it lies in wait to catch ants, etc.
2 its larva.

An-to-ni-us (an to'nias), n. Marcus
(Mark Antony), 83?-30 B.c., Roman
general, friend of Julius Caesar, and
rival of Augustus.

an-to-nym (an’ts nim), n. word that
means the opposite of another word
(contrasted with synonym) : “hot” is the
antonym of ‘cold” [< Gk., < anti- oppo-
site to + dial. onyma word]

ants-y (an’tsi), adj. ants-i-er, ants-i-est.
jumpy; nervous.

a-nus (a'nss), n. opening at the lower end
of the alimentary canal where waste is
eliminated from the body. [< L, orig.,
ring]

an-wil (an'vel), n.,, v, -viled, -vil-ing.
—n. 1 an iron or steel block on which
metals are hammered and shaped. 2
incus. —v. form or shape on or as on an
anvil. [OE anfilt]

anx-i-e-ty (ang zi's ti), n., pl. —ties. 1 anx-
ious state or feeling; troubled, worried,
or uneasy feeling; apprehension; dread.
2 eager desire: anxiety to succeed.

anx-ious (angk’shas; ang’-), adj. 1 uneasy
because of thoughts or fears of what may
happen; troubled; worried; concerned;
apprehensive. 2 eagerly desiring; wish-
ing very much. 3 attended by uneasiness
or anxiety. [< L anxius troubled < angere
choke, cause distress] —anxious-ly, adv.
—anx’ious-ness, 7.

an-y (en'i), adj. 1 one out of many: any
book. 2 some: any fresh fruit? 3 every:
any child knows. —pron. 1 any person
or thing: I don’t want any. 2 some: have
you any? —adv. at all: has the sick child
improved any? [OE cnig]

an-y-bod-y (en’ibod’i), pron., n., pl.
-bod-ies. 1 any person; anyone: has
anybody been here? 2 important person:
is he anybody?

an-y-how (en’ihou), adv. 1 in any way
whatever. 2 in any case. 3 at least. 4
carelessly.

an-y-one (en’i wun; -wan), pron. any per-
son; anybody.

an-y-place (en'i plas), adv. anywhere.

an-y-thing (en’i thing), pron. any thing.
—n. a thing of any kind whatever. —adv.
at all.

an-y-way (en’i wa), adv. 1 in any way
whatever. 2 in any case. 3 carelessly.

an-y-where (en'i hwar), adv. in, at, or to
any place.

an-y-wise (en’i wiz), adv. in any way;
at all.

A-OK or A-O.K. (a’'0ka’), adj., adv.,
interj. OK.

A one (2a’wun’), first-rate; first-class;
excellent. Also, A 1.

a-or-ta (a Or'td), n., pl. —tas, —tae (-té).
the main artery that conveys blood from
the left side of the heart to all parts of
the body except the lungs. [< NL or
Med.L < Gk. aorte] —a-or'tic, adj.
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a-ou-dad (4"t dad), n. a wild sheep of N
Africa; barbary sheep. [< F < Berber
audad]

A.P., AP, Associated Press.

a-pace (2 pas’), adv. swiftly; quickly; fast.

A-pach-e (o pach’e), n., pl. A-pach-es, A-
pach-e. 1 member of a tribe of nomadic
Indians living in the SW United States. 2
their language.

ap-a-nage (ap’s nij), n. =appanage.

a-part (2 part’), adv. 1 to pieces; in pieces;
in separate parts: take the watch apart.
2 away from each other: keep the dogs
apart. 3 to one side; aside: he stood apart
from the others. [< F a part to the side.
See PART.] —a-part’ness, 7.

a-part-heid (4 part’hat), n. racial seg-
regation, esp. as formerly enforced in
the Republic of South Africa. [Afri-
kaans, separateness < apart separate < F
a part]

a-part-ment (o part'mont), n. 1 a set of
rooms in a building for a single house-
hold. 2 a single room.

ap-a-thet-ic (ap’a thet’ik), adj. 1 with
little interest or desire for action; indif-
ferent. 2 lacking in feeling. —ap "a-thet’i-
cal-ly, adv.

ap-a-thy (ap’s thi), n., pl. —thies. 1 lack
of interest or desire for activity; indif-
ference. 2 lack of feeling. [< L < Gk,
< a- without + pathos feeling]

ape (ap), n., v., aped, ap-ing. —n. 1 any of
various large, tailless monkeys that can
stand almost erect and walk on two feet.
Chimpanzees, gorillas, orangutans, and
gibbons are apes. 2 any monkey. 3 per-
son who imitates or mimics. —v. imi-
tate; mimic. [OE apa] —ape’like’, adj.

Ap-en-nines (ap’s ninz), #.pl. mountain
system extending north and south in
Italy.

a-pe-ricent (3 pir'i ont), Med. —adj. laxa-
tive. —n. a mild laxative. [< L, < aperire
open]

a-pe-ri-tif, a-pé-ri-tif (o per’ateéf’; Fr.
4 pa ré téf’), n. French. 1 alcoholic drink
taken as an appetizer. 2 appetizer.

ap-er-ture (ap’or chur; —cher), n. 1 open-
ing; gap; hole. 2 in a telescope, camera,
etc., the diameter of the exposed part
of a lens. [< L apertura < aperire open.
Doublet of OVERTURE.] —ap’er-tured,
adj.

a-pet-al-ous (a pet’sl ss), adj. having no
petals.

a-pex (a'peks), n., pl. a-pex-es, ap-i-ces. 1
the highest point; tip. 2 climax. [< L]

a-pha-sia (o fa’zha), n. loss of the ability to
use or understand words. [< NL < Gk.,
< a- not + phanai speak] —a-pha’si-ac,
adj., n. —a-pha’sic, adj., n.

a-phelicon (s fé'lion; a-), n., pl -li-a
(-li 9). point most distant from the sun,
in the orbit of a planet or comet. [< NL
< Gk. apo- away from + helios sun]

a-pher-e-sis (3 fer’s sis), n. omission, espe-
cially of a vowel, from the beginning of a
word. Also aphaeresis.
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a-phid (a'fid; af’id), a-phis (a'fis; af’is),
n., pl. a-phids; aph-i-des (af’s déz). very
small insect that lives by sucking juices
from plants; plant louse. [< NL aphis]
—a-phid’i-an, adj., n.

aph-o-rism (af’s rizom), n. a short sen-
tence stating a general truth; maxim;
proverb. [< Med.L < Gk. aphorismos
definition < apo- oft + horizein to limit
< horos boundary] —aph’o-rist, n.
—aph’o-ris'tic, adj. —aph’o-ris’ti-cal-
ly, adv.

aph-ro-dis-i-ac  (af'ro diz'i ak), adj.
exciting sexual desire; erotic. —n. an
aphrodisiac drug or food.

Aph-ro-di-te (af'ro di'té), n. Greek god-
dess of love and beauty, identified by the
Romans with Venus.

a-pi-ar-y (a'pier’i), n., pl. —ar-ies. place
where bees are kept. [< L, < apis bee]
—a'pi-a-rist, n.

ap-i-cal (ap’skal; a’pe-), adj. of or at
the apex; forming the apex. —ap'i-cal-
ly, adv.

ap-i-ces (ap’s séz; a'pa-), n. pl. of apex.

a-pi-cul-ture (a’ps kul chor), n. the rais-
ing and caring for bees; beekeeping.
[< L apis bee + E culture] —a’pi-cul’tur-
al, adj. —a’pi-cul'tur-ist, n.

a-piece (2 pés’), adv. for each one; each.

ap-ish (ap’ish), adj. 1 like an ape. 2 sense-
lessly imitative. 3 foolish; silly. —ap’ish-
ly, adv. —ap'ish-ness, n.

a-plen-ty (2 plen’ti), adv. in plenty.

a-plomb (s plom’), n. self-possession;
poise. [< E < a plomb according to the
plummet. See PLUMB.|

a-poc-a-lypse (o pok’s lips), n. 1 revela-
tion, esp. of great turmoil and upheaval.
2 the Apocalypse, last book of the New
Testament. [< L < Gk., < apo- off, un- +
kalyptein cover]

a-poc-a-lyp-tic (5 pok’s lip’tik), a-poc-a-
lyp-ti-cal (-ta kal), adj. 1 of the Apoc-
alypse. 2 like a revelation; giving a
revelation. —a-poca-lyp'ti-cal-ly, adv.

a-poc-o-pe (o pok’s pé), n. the dropping
out of the last sound, syllable, or let-
ter in a word. Th’ for the is an example
of apocope. [< L < Gk, < apo- off +
koptein cut]

A-poc-ry-pha (s pok'rs f3), n.pl. 1 four-
teen books included in the Roman
Catholic Bible, but not accepted as genu-
ine by Jews and Protestants. 2 apocry-
pha, writings or statements of doubtful
authorship or authority.

a-poc-ry-phal (s pok’ra fal), adj. 1 of
doubtful authorship or authority. 2 false;
counterfeit; sham. 3 Apocryphal, of the
Apocrypha. —a-poc’ry-phal-ly, adv. —a-
poc'ry-phal-ness, n.

ap-o-gee (ap’? jé), n. 1 furthermost point;
highest point. 2 point most distant from
the earth in the orbit of a planet, comet,
etc. [< F < Gk, < apo- away from +
ge or gaia earth] —ap o-ge’al, ap o-
ge'an, adj.

A-polo (s pol’d), n., pl. -los. 1 Greek and
Roman god of the sun, poetry, music,

prophecy, and healing. 2 an extremely
handsome young man.

A-poldlyon (s pol'yen), n. in the Bible,
the Devil.

a-pol-o-get-ic (o pol’s jet’ik), a-pol-o-get-
iccal (-akal), adj. 1 making an apol-
ogy; expressing regret; acknowledging
a fault; excusing failure. 2 defending
by speech or writing. —a-pol’o-get’i-
cally, adv.

a-pol-o-get-ics (5 pol'a jet'iks), n. branch
of theology that deals with the defense
of Christianity on the basis of reason.

ap-o-lo-gi-a (ap’'210'ji9), n. statement in
defense or justification; apology.

a-pol-o-gist (o pol’s jist), n. person who
defends an idea, belief, religion, etc., in
speech or writing; a defender.

a-pol-o-gize (2 pol's jiz), v. -gized, -giz-
ing. 1 make an apology; express regret.
2 make a defense in speech or writing.
—a-pol’o-giz'er, n.

ap-o-logue (ap’s 10g; —log), n. fable with a
moral: Aesop’s fables are apologues.

a-pol-o-gy (s pol'aiji), n., pl -gies. 1
words of regret for an offense or acci-
dent. 2 defense in speech or writing;
justification: an apology for the Christian
religion. 3 a poor substitute; makeshift.
[< LL < Gk. apologia a speech in defense,
ult. < apo- off + legein speak]

ap-o-phthegm (ap’s them), n. apothegm.
—ap ‘o-phtheg’mat-ic, ap’o-phtheg-
mat'i-cal, adj.

ap-o-plec-tic (ap ‘o plek’tik), adj. Also,
apo-plec’ti-cal. 1 of or causing apo-
plexy. 2 suffering from apoplexy. 3 show-
ing symptoms of a tendency to apoplexy.
4 Fig. extremely excited or angry. —n.
person who has or is likely to have apo-
plexy. —ap “o-plec’ti-cal-ly, adv.

ap-o-plex-y (ap’s plek’si), n. 1 =stroke.
2 Fig. sudden loss or impairment of
the power to feel or think rationally,
caused by shock or surprise. [< LL < Gk.
apoplexia, < apo- oft, from + plessein
strike]

a-port (5 port’; o port’), adv. to the port
side of a ship or boat; to the left.

a-pos-ta-sy (2 pos’ta si), n., pl. —sies. com-
plete forsaking of one’s religion, faith,
principles, or political party. [< LL < Gk,
< apo- away from + stenai stand]

a-pos-tate (o pos’tat; -tit), n. person
guilty of apostasy. —adj. guilty of apos-
tasy; unfaithful.

a-pos-ta-tize (spos’ts tiz), v., -tized, -tiz-
ing. forsake completely one’s religion,
faith, principles, or political party.

a pos-te-ri-o-ri (a pos tir i 0'r3; -ri; -0'-),
1 from particular cases to a general rule.
2 based on actual observation or experi-
ence. [< Med.L, from what comes after]

a-pos-tle (o pos’sl), n. 1 Apostle, one of
the twelve disciples chosen by Christ to
go forth and preach the gospel to all the
world. 2 any early Christian leader or
missionary. 3 the first Christian mission-
ary to any country or region. 4 leader of
any reform movement or belief. 5 one

of the council of twelve officials of the
Mormon Church who help administer
the affairs of the church. [< L < Gk.
apostolos messenger < apo- off + stellein
send] —a-pos’tle-ship, n.

Apostles’ Creed, statement of belief that
contains the fundamental doctrines of
Christianity.

ap-os-tol-ic (ap ‘s tol'ik), ap-os-tol-i-cal
(-2 kal), adj. 1 of or having to do with
apostles, esp. the twelve Apostles. 2
according to the beliefs and teachings
of the Apostles. 3 of the Pope; papal.
—ap ‘os-tol’i-cal-ly, adv. —ap ostol’i-
cism, n. —a-pos "to-lic’i-ty, n.

Apostolic See, bishopric of the Pope.

a-pos-tro-phe’ (2 pos'tra fé), n. sign ()
used to show: a omission of one or
more letters, as in oer for over, thro’ for
through. b the possessive forms of nouns,
as in John’s book, the lions’ den. c certain
plurals, as in two 05, four 9% in 9,999.
[< F < LL < Gk. apostrophos (prosodia)
omission (mark) < apostrephein avert,
get rid of. See APOSTROPHE?]

a-pos-tro-phe* (a-pos’tra fé), n. words
addressed to an absent person as if he
or she were present or to a thing or idea
as if it could appreciate them. [< LL
< Gk, < apo- away from + strephein
turn] —ap os-troph’ic, adj.

a-pos-tro-phize (5 pos'trs fiz),v., —phized,
-phiz-ing. 1 stop in a speech, poem, etc.,
and address some person or thing, usu-
ally with emotion. 2 address an apostro-
phe to. 3 mark with an apostrophe.

apothecaries’ measure, system of units
used in the U.S. in compounding and
dispensing liquid drugs.

apothecaries’ weight, system of weights
used in mixing drugs and filling pre-
scriptions.

a-poth-e-car-y (s poth’s ker i), n., pl. —car-
ies. pharmacist; druggist. [< LL apothe-
carius warehouseman, < L apotheca store-
house < Gk, < apo- away + tithenai put]

ap-o-thegm (ap’s them), n. a short, force-
ful saying; maxim. Also, apophthegm.
[< Gk. apophthegma < apo- forth +
phthengesthai utter] —ap “o-theg-mat'ic,
ap ‘o-theg-mat’i-cal, adj. —ap o-theg-
mat’i-cal-ly, adv.

a-poth-e-o-sis (o poth’i 6’sis; ap’s thé’-
asis), n., pl. -ses (-séz). 1 a glorified
ideal. 2 raising of a human being to the
rank of a god; deification. 3 glorifica-
tion; exaltation. [< L < Gk., ult. < apo- +
theos god]

a-poth-e-o-size (s poth’i o siz; ap’o thé’-
3 siz), v., -sized, -siz-ing. 1 glorify; exalt.
2 make a god of; deify.

app., 1 apparent; apparently. 2 appendix.

Ap-pa-la-chia (ap’sla’chs), n. rural
region of the southeastern U.S., marked
by great poverty and the survival of folk
culture.

Ap-pa-la-chi-ans (ap s 1a’chi anz, -lach’-
ianz; -la’chonz, -lach’snz), n.pl. chief
mountain system of E North America,
extending from Quebec to Alabama.



ap-pall, ap-pal (s pol’), v. -palled, -pall-
ing. fill with horror; dismay; terrify.
[< OF apallir become or make pale
< a- (<L ad-) + pale PALE']

ap-pall-ing (o p6l'ing), adj. dismaying;
terrifying; horrifying. —ap-pall’ing:ly,
adv.

ap-pa-nage (ap’s nij), n. 1 land, prop-
erty, or money set aside to support
the younger children of kings, princes,
etc. 2 person’s assigned portion; rightful
property. 3 something that is a natu-
ral accompaniment; adjunct. 4 territory
under the control of another country.
Also, apanage. [< E, < apaner give bread
to, ult. < L ad- to + panis bread]

ap-pa-rat-chik (4'pd rat’chik), n. official
of a political party or a bureaucrat,
originally of the former Soviet Union.
[< Russian]

ap-pa-ra-tus (ap’ora’tes; -rat’ss), n.,
pl. —tus, —tus-es. 1 things necessary to
carry out a purpose or for a particular
use: chemical apparatus. 2 any complex
appliance or piece of machinery for a
particular purpose. 3 an administra-
tive organization, as a political party.
[< L, preparation, < ad- + parare make
ready]

ap-par-el (o par’al), n., v.,, —eled, —el-ing.
—n. 1 clothing; dress; attire. 2 Fig. some-
thing that clothes or hides: the apparel
of deception. —v. clothe; dress up.
[< OF < apareiller clothe, ult. < L ad- +
par equal]

ap-par-ent (o par’ont; o par’-), adj. 1
plain to see; so plain that one cannot
help seeing it; easily understood; obvi-
ous; unmistakable; evident. 2 according
to appearances; seeming: the apparent
truth was really a lie. 3 entitled to inherit
a throne, title, etc.: heir apparent. [< OF
< L, < ad- to + parere come in sight]
—ap-par’ent-ness, .

ap-par-ent-ly (o par’ant li; o par’-), adv. 1
seemingly. 2 clearly; plainly; obviously.

ap-pa-ri-tion (ap’orish’on), n. 1 ghost;
phantom. 2 appearance of something
strange, remarkable, or unexpected. 3
act of appearing; appearance. —ap ‘pa-
ri'tion-al, adj.

ap-peal (2 pél’), n. 1 attraction; interest.
2 earnest request; call for help, favor,
mercy, etc. 3 a request to have a case
heard again before a higher court or
judge. —v. 1 be attractive, interesting,
or enjoyable. 2 make an earnest request;
apply for help, sympathy, etc.; plea; peti-
tion. 3 ask that a case be taken to
a higher court or judge to be heard
again. [< OF < L, ad- up + pellare
call] —ap-peal’a-ble, adj. —ap-peal’er,
n. —ap-peal’ing, adj. —ap-peal’ing-ly,
adv. —ap-peal’ing-ness, .

ap-pear (opir’), v. 1 be seen; come in
sight: the sun appeared on the horizon.
2 seem; look: he appears very old. 3 be
published. 4 present oneself publicly or
formally: appear on stage; appear in court.
5 become known to the mind: it appears

that we must go. [< OF < L, < ad- +
parere come in sight] —ap-pear’er, n.

ap-pear-ance (o pir'ans), n. 1 act of
appearing. 2 the coming into court of
a party to a law suit. 3 outward look;
aspect; air; mien. 4 outward show or
seeming; semblance; guise. 5 apparition.

ap-pease (o péz’), v., -peased, —peas-ing.
1 satisfy, as an appetite or desire: appease
one’s hunger. 2 make calm; quiet. 3 give
in to the demands of (esp. a potential
enemy): No one could appease Hitler
and prevent war. [< OF, < a to (< L ad-)
+ pais peace < L pax] —ap-peas’-a-ble,
adj. —ap-pease’'ment, n. —ap-peas’er,
n. —ap-peas-ing-ly, adv.

ap-pel-lant (s pel’ant), n. person who
appeals. —adj. appellate.

ap-pel-late (2 pel'it), adj. 1 appealed to. 2
having the power to examine again and
reverse the decisions of a lower court.
[< appellatus, pp. See APPEAL.]

ap-pel-la-tion (ap’sla’shen), n. 1 name;
title. 2 act or mode of naming.

ap-pel-la-tive (o pel’s tiv), n. name; title.
—adj. that names. —ap-pel'la-tive-ly,
ady.

ap-pend (2 pend’), v. add; attach. [< L,
< ad- on + pendere hang]

ap-pend-age (o pen’dij), n. 1 thing
attached; addition. 2 any of various
external or subordinate parts, such as a
leg, fin, tail, etc. —ap-pend’aged, adj.

ap-pend-ant, ap-pend-ent (o pen’dont),
adj. added; attached. —n. appendage;
addition.

ap-pen-dec-to-my (ap ‘on dek’ts mi), n.,
pl. -mies. removal of the vermiform
appendix by surgical operation.

ap-pen-di-ci-tis (o pen’dos si'tis),n.inflam-
mation of the vermiform appendix.

ap-pen-dix (o pen’diks), n., pl. -dix-es,
—di-ces (-do séz). 1 addition at the end
of a book or document. 2 outgrowth of
some part of the body, esp. the vermi-
form appendix. [< L. See APPEND.]

ap-per-cep-tion (ap or sep’shon), n. 1
clear perception; full understanding. 2
assimilation of a new perception by
means of a mass of ideas already in the
mind. [< F < NL. See PERCEPTION.]
—ap 'per-cep’tive, adj. —ap per-cep’-
tive-ly, adv.

ap-per-tain (apor tan’), v. belong as a
part; pertain; relate. [< OF < LL, < L ad-
to + pertinere PERTAIN]

ap-pe-tite (ap’s tit), n. 1 desire for food;
hunger. 2 desire to satisfy a need; crav-
ing; longing. [< OF < L appetitus < ad- +
petere seek]

ap-pe-tiz-er (ap’s tiz'ar), n. something
that arouses the appetite or gives relish
to food.

ap-pe-tiz-ing (ap’e tiz'ing), adj. exciting
the appetite. —ap’pe-tiz ‘ing-ly, adv.

ap-plaud (o plod’), v. 1 express approval
by clapping hands, shouting, etc. 2
express approval of in this way; acclaim.
3 approve; praise. [< L, < ad- + plaudere
clap] —ap-plaud’er, n.
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ap-plause (s ploz’),n. 1 approval expressed
by clapping the hands, shouting, etc. 2
approval; praise; commendation.

ap-ple (ap’al), n. 1 the firm, fleshy fruit of
a tree of the rose family widely grown
in temperate regions. 2 the tree. 3 any of
various other fruits or fruitlike products,
as the oak apple. [OE ceppel]

ap-ple-jack (ap’al jak ), n. alcoholic liquor
distilled from apple cider.

ap-ple-sauce (ap’al sds’), n. 1 apples cut
in pieces and cooked with sugar and
water until soft. 2 nonsense.

ap-pli-ance (5 pli'ons), n. 1 thing like a
tool, small machine, etc., used in doing
something; device. 2 an applying.

ap-pli-ca-ble (ap’lo ka bal; a2 plik’a-), adj.
capable of being applied; suitable; fit-
ting. —ap 'pli-ca-bil'i-ty, ap’pli-ca-ble-
ness, n. —ap’pli-ca-bly, adv.

ap-pli-cant (ap’lo kent), n. person who
applies (for loan, job, etc.).

ap-pli-ca-tion (aplo ka’shon), n. 1 act of
putting to use; use. 2 applying or put-
ting on. 3 thing applied. 4 a request. 5
close attention. —ap’pli-cative, ap 'pli-
ca-tory, adj.

ap-pli-ca-tor (ap’ls ka "tor), n. brush, pad,
or other device for applying a substance,
as paint, makeup, medicine, etc.

ap-plied (2 plid’), adj. put to practical use.

ap-pli-qué (ap 'lo ka’), n., v., -quéd, -qué-
ing, adj. —n. ornaments made of one
material sewed or otherwise fastened
on another. —v. trim or ornament with
appliqué. —adj. trimmed in this way.
[< E < appliquer APPLY]

ap-ply (s pli’), v., -plied, -ply-ing. 1 put:
apply paint. 2 put to practical use. 3 be
useful or suitable; fit: when does this rule
apply? 4 make a request; petition; solicit:
apply for a job. 5 use (a word or words)
appropriately: apply a nickname. 6 set to
work and stick to it: he applied himself to
learning French. [< OF aplier < L, < ad-
on + plicare fold, lay] —ap-pli’er, n.

ap-pog-gia-tu-ra (o poj’a tur's; —tyur’s),
n. grace note. [< Ital., < appoggiare lean,
ult. < L ad- on + < podium pop1rum]

ap-point (5 point’), v. 1 name for an office
or position; choose; designate: appointed
postmaster. 2 decide on; set: appoint a
time. 3 fix; prescribe: appointed death
as punishment for murder. 4 furnish;
equip; supply: a well-appointed office.
[< OF apointer, ult. < L ad- to + punc-
tum a POINT] —ap-point’a-ble, adj.
—ap-point’er, n.

ap-point-ee (3 poin té’; ap ‘oin té’; o poin’
té), n. person appointed.

ap-poin-tive (2 poin'tiv), adj. filled by
appointment. —ap-poin'tive-ly, adv.

ap-point-ment (5 point’'moant), n. 1 act
of naming for an office or position;
choosing. 2 office or position; post. 3 act
of ordaining. 4 engagement to be some-
where or to meet someone. 5 appoint-
ments, furniture; equipment.

Ap-po-mat-tox (ap’s mat’sks), n. village
in C Virginia where the Civil War ended



34 apportion

with Lee’s surrender to Grant, April 9,
1865.

ap-por-tion (o por'shen; oapor’-), v
divide and give out in fair shares; dis-
tribute according to some rule. [< obs.
E ult. < L ad- to + portio portion] —ap-
por’tion-er, n.

ap-por-tion-ment (s por'shon mont), n.
1 a dividing and distribution in fair
shares. 2 a determining of representa-
tion in a legislature, as in the House of
Representatives.

ap-pose (2 poz’), v., -posed, —pos-ing. 1
put next; place side by side. 2 put (one
thing to another). [< F, < a- to + poser
put, POSE] —ap-pos’a-ble, adj.

ap-po-site (ap’s zit), adj. appropriate; suit-
able; apt. [< L appositus < ad- + ponere
place] —ap’po-site-ly, adv. —ap’po-site-
ness, 1.

ap-po-si-tion (ap’szish’an), n. 1 act
of putting side by side. 2 a a placing
together in the same grammatical rela-
tion. b relation of two words or phrases
when the second is added to the first
as an explanation. In “Mr. Brown, our
neighbor, has a new car;” Mr. Brown
and neighbor are in apposition. 3 posi-
tion side by side. —ap "po-si'tion-al, adj.
—ap 'po-si'tion-al-ly, adj.

ap-pos-i-tive (o poz’s tiv), n. noun added
to another noun as an explanation;
phrase or clause in apposition. —adj.
placed in apposition. —ap-pos’i-tive-
ly, adv.

ap-prais-al (o praz’sl), n. 1 an appraising.
2 estimate of the value.

ap-praise (o praz’), v., -praised, —prais-
ing. 1 estimate the value, amount, qual-
ity, etc., of. 2 set a price on; fix the value
of. [< praise, ? after prize’, apprize®]
—ap-prais’a-ble, adj. —ap-praise’-
ment, n. —ap-prais’er, n. —ap-prais’-
ing-ly, adv.

ap-pre-ci-a-ble (5 pré’shi s bal; —sha bal),
adj. enough to be felt or estimated. —ap-
pre’ci-a-bly, adv.

ap-pre-ci-ate (o pré’shiat), v, -at-ed,
—at-ing. 1 think highly of; esteem; prize:
appreciate good food. 2 be thankful for.
3 be sensitive to: a blind man cannot
appreciate color. 4 estimate the value or
worth of; appraise: appreciate knowledge.
5 estimate correctly. 6 raise (property,
etc.) in value. 7 rise in value. [< L apre-
tiatus appraised < ad- + pretium price.
Doublet of AppRrIZE®.] —ap-pre’ci-a’tor,
n. —ap-pre’ci-a-to ‘ry adj.

ap-pre-ci-a-tion (o pré’shi a’shon), n.
1 a valuing. 2 sympathetic understand-
ing. 3 favorable criticism. 4 a rise in
value.

ap-pre-ci-a-tive (o pré’shi a’tiv; —sho tiv),
adj. having or showing appreciation.
—ap-pre’'ci-a’tive-ly, adv. —ap-pre’ci-
a’tive-ness, 7.

ap-pre-hend (ap 'ri hend’), v. 1 anticipate
with fear; dread. 2 arrest. 3 become
aware of; notice. 4 understand. [< L,
< ad- upon + prehendere seize]

ap-pre-hen-si-ble (ap 'ri hen’so bal), adj.
capable of being apprehended. —ap "pre-
hen 'si-bil'i-ty, n.

ap-pre-hen-sion (ap 'ri hen’shon), n. 1
fear; dread. 2 arrest. 3 understanding.
4 awareness.

ap-pre-hen-sive (ap ri hen’siv), adj.
1 afraid; anxious; worried. 2 quick to
understand; able tolearn.—ap "pre-hen’-
sive-ly, adv. —ap "pre-hen’sive-ness, 7.

ap-pren-tice (o pren’tis), n., v, -ticed,
~tic-ing. —n. 1 person learning a trade
or art. 2 beginner; learner. —v. bind or
take as an apprentice. [< OF aprentis
< aprendre learn. See APPREHEND.]
—ap-pren’tice-ment, n. —ap-pren’tice-
ship, n.

ap-prise', ap-prize' (opriz’), v., —prised,
—pris-ing; -prized, -priz-ing. inform;
notify; advise. [< F appris, pp. of appren-
dre learn. See APPREHEND. |

ap-prize?, ap-prise’ (s priz’), v., —prized,
—priz-ing; —prised, -pris-ing. appraise.
[< OF < L appretiare. Doublet of APPRE-
CIATE.] —ap-prize’ment, ap-prise’-
ment, n. —ap-priz’er, ap-pris’er, n.

ap-proach (o proch’), v. 1 come near or
nearer to: approach the gate. 2 come
near: winter approaches; approach man-
hood. 3 make advances or overtures
to. 4 begin to work on something, esp.
a new or difficult task. 5 bring near to
something. —#. 1 act of coming near. 2
way by which a place or a person can be
reached; access. 3 approximation. [< OF
aprochier < LL, < L ad- to + prope near]
—ap-proach’a-ble, adj. —ap-proach’a-
bil’i-ty, ap-proach’a-ble-ness, n.

ap-pro-ba-tion (ap’'ra ba’shan), n. 1
approval. 2 sanction. [< L, < approbare
APPROVE]

ap-pro-pri-ate (adj. 5 pro’priit; v. 9 pro’-
priat), adj., v, -at-ed, -at-ing. —adj.
suitable; proper fitting: clothes appropri-
ate for school. —v. 1 set apart for some
special use; allot: appropriate money for
roads. 2 take for oneself. [ LL, < ad- to +
proprius one’s own| —ap-pro’pri-ate-ly,
adv. —ap-pro’pri-ate-ness, n. —ap-pro’-
pri-ative, adj. —ap-pro’pri-a‘tor, n.

ap-pro-pri-a-tion (s pro pria’shon), n. 1
sum of money or other thing appro-
priated. 2 an appropriating. 3 a being
appropriated.

ap-prov-al (o priiv’al), n. 1 approving;
favorable opinion; commendation. 2
consent; sanction. 3 on approval, with
permission to return (an article pur-
chased).

ap-prove (o priv’), v., —-proved, —prov-
ing. 1 think or speak well of; be pleased
with; praise; laud. 2 speak or think
favorably (of); commend. 3 sanction;
consent to; authorize; endorse: Congress
approved the bill. [< OF < L, < ad- to +
probus good] —ap-prov’a-ble, adj. —ap-
prov'er, n. —ap-prov’ing-ly, adv.

approx., approximately.

ap-prox-i-mate (adj. o prok’so mit; v.
5 prok’ss mat), adj., v., -mat-ed, -mat-

ing. —adj. 1 nearly correct. 2 very like.
—v. 1 come near to; approach: the crowd
approximated a thousand people. 2 come
near; be almost equal: approximate the
truth. [< L, < ad- to + proximus nearest
< prope near] —ap-prox’i-mate-ly, adv.
ap-prox-i-ma-tion (o prok’ss ma’shon),
n. 1 an approximating; approach. 2
nearly correct amount; close estimate.

ap-pur-te-nance (o pér’'tonans), n.
1 added thing; accessory. 2 minor
right or privilege.
appurtenances, a accessories. b special
equipment. [< AF. See APPERTAIN.]

ap-pur-te-nant (2 pér'to nant), adj. per-
taining; belonging (to).

Apr., April.

a-pri-cot (a’pra kot; ap'ro-), n. 1 a round-
ish, orange-colored fruit somewhat like
both a peach and a plum. 2 tree that it
grows on. 3 pale orange-yellow color.
—adj. orange-yellow. [earlier apricock
(< Pg., albricoque), later infl. by F abricot
< Pg. < Sp. < Ar. < Gk. < L, < prae before
+ coquere cook, ripen]

A-pril (a’pral), n. the fourth month of the
year; containing 30 days. [< L aprilis]

April fool, person who gets fooled on
April 1.

April Fools’ Day, April 1, a day observed
by fooling people with tricks and jokes;
All Fools’ Day.

a prico-ri (4 pri6’ri; aprid't; -6'-),
1 from a general rule to a particular
case. 2 based on opinion or theory
rather than on actual observation or
experience. [< Med.L, from (something)
previous]

a-pron a-pron (a'pron), n. 1 garment
worn over the front part of the body to
cover or protect clothes. 2 a an area in
front of an opening in a wall, as at the
front of a stage or a garage. b an area
at an airport in front of a hangar or
terminal. [< OF naperon, dim. of nape
< L nappa napkin; ME a napron taken
as an apron]

ap-ro-pos (ap’'ro pd’), adv. 1 fittingly;
opportunely. 2 apropos of, concerning;
with regard to. —adj. fitting; suitable.
[< F a propos to the purpose]

apse (aps), n. a semicircular or many-
sided arched or vaulted recess in a
church, usually at the east end. [< L
< Gk. hapsis loop, arch < haptein fasten]

apt (apt), adj. 1 fitted by nature; likely;
prone; inclined: apt to make mistakes.
2 suitable; fitting; appropriate: an apt
reply. 3 quick to learn; clever; bright:
an apt pupil. [< L aptus joined, fitted]
—apt’ly, adv. —apt'ness, n.

apt., pl. apts. apartment.

ap-ter-ous (ap’tor as), adj. wingless.

ap-ter-yx (ap’ter iks), n., pl. -ter-yx-es
(~tor ik siz). kiwi. [< NL, < a- without +
Gk. pteryx wing]

ap-ti-tude (ap’to tiid; —tad), n. 1 natural
tendency; ability; capacity. 2 readiness
in learning; quickness to understand. 3
special fitness. [< LL aptitudo. See APT.]



aq-ua (ak'wa), n. 1 =water. 2 light bluish-
green color. —adj. light bluish-green.
[< Latin]

aq-ua-cul-ture (ak’wo kul’char), n. rais-
ing of fish or cultivation of plants in
water; mariculture.

aq-ua for-tis (ak’wo for'tis; a’kws), nitric
acid. [< L, strong water]

aq-ua-lung (ak’'wa lung’), n. 1 a diving
device consisting of cylinders of com-
pressed air strapped to the diver’s back
and a clear mask placed over the eyes
and nose. The supply of air to the diver
is regulated automatically by a valve. 2
Aqua-Lung, trademark for the device.

aq-ua-ma-rine (ak’'womoarén’), n. 1 a
transparent, bluish-green precious stone,
avariety of beryl. 2 bluish green. [<F <L
aqua marina sea water]

aq-ua-plane (ak’wo plan’), n., v., -planed,
-plan-ing. —n. wide board on which
a person rides for sport as he is towed
by a speeding motorboat. —v. ride on
such a board for sport. [< L aqua water
+ E plane']

aq-ua re-gi-a (ak'wa ré’ji o; a’kwo), mix-
ture of nitric acid and hydrochloric
acid. [< NL, royal water; because it dis-
solves gold]

a-quar-i-um (2 kwar'i em), n., pl. a-quar-
i-ums, a-quar-i-a (o kwar'is). 1 pond,
tank, or glass bowl in which living fish,
water animals, and water plants are
kept. 2 place where collections of living
fish, etc., are exhibited. [< L, of water,
< aqua water]

A-quar-i-us (o kwiaar’i as), n. 1 a northern
constellation supposed to represent a
man pouring water out of a vase. 2 the
11th sign of the zodiac.

a-quat-ic (o kwat'ik; o kwot’-), adj. 1
growing or living in water. 2 taking
place in or on water: aquatic sports. —n.
1 plant or animal that lives in water. 2
aquatics, sports that take place in or on
water. —a-quat’i-cal-ly, adv.

aq-ua-tint (ak’wo tint"), n. 1 process in
which spaces, not lines, are etched by
acid. 2 etching made by this process. —v.
etch by the aquatint process.

aq-ua vi-tae (ak'wa vi'té; a’kwa), 1 =alco-
hol. 2 brandy; whiskey, etc. [< NL, water
of life]

aq-ue-duct (ak’wo dukt), n. 1 an artificial
channel or large pipe for bringing water
from a distance. 2 structure that sup-
ports such a channel or pipe. 3 canal or
passage in the body. [< L, < aqua water
+ ducere lead, convey]

a-que-ous (a'kwi as; ak ‘wi-),adj. 1 of water;
like water; watery. 2 containing water.

aqueous humor, watery liquid that fills
the space in the eye between the cornea
and the lens.

aq-uicline (ak’ws lin; -lin), adj. 1 of or
like an eagle. 2 curved like an eagle’s
beak; hooked. [< L, < aquila eagle]

A-qui-nas (5 kwi'nas), n. Saint Thomas,
12252-74, Roman Catholic theologian
and philosopher.

Aq-ui-taine (ak’wo tan; ak’wo tan’), n.
region in SW France.

Ar, argon.

Ar., 1 Arabic. 2 Arabian. 3 Aramaic. 4
argentum.

AR, (zip code) Arkansas.

ar. or ar, 1 arrival. 2 arrive.

Ar-ab (ar’ab), n. 1 native or inhabitant of
Arabia; member of a Semitic race now
widely scattered over SW and S Asia
and N, E, and C Africa. 2 one of a breed
of swift, graceful horses. —adj. of the
Arabs or Arabia.

Arab. or Arab, 1 Arabia. 2 Arabian. 3
Arabic.

ar-a-besque (ar’s besk’), n. an elaborate
and fanciful design of flowers, leaves,
geometrical figures, etc. —adj. 1 carved
or painted in arabesque. 2 elaborate;
fanciful. 3 position in ballet. [< F < Ital.
arabesco < Arabo Arab]

A-ra-bi-a (o ra’bia), n. a large peninsula
in SW Asia. —A-ra’bi-an, adj., n.

Arabian Sea, part of the Indian Ocean
between Arabia and India.

Ar-a-bic (ar’s bik), adj. of or coming from
the Arabs; belonging to Arabia. —n. the
Semitic language of the Arabs.

Arabic numerals figures 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
7,8,9,0.

ar-a-ble (ar’a bal), adj. fit for plowing
and producing crops: arable land. [< L,
< arare plow]

Arab League, a loose confederation, since
1945, of Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi
Arabia, Syria, Jordan, Yemen, and other
Arab states.

a-rach-nid (5 rak’nid), n. any of a large
group of small arthropods including
spiders, scorpions, mites, etc. [< Gk.
arachne spider, web] —a-rach’ni-dan,
adj., n.

Ar-a-.gon (ar’s gon), n. region in NE
Spain, formerly a kingdom.

Ar-al Sea (ar’al), inland sea between the
republics of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyz-
stan.

Aram., Aramaic.

Ar-a-ma-ic (ar’s ma’ik), n. a Semitic lan-
guage or group of dialects, including
Syriac and the language spoken in Pal-
estine at the time of Christ. —adj. of or
in Aramaic.

A-rap-a-ho (s rap’sho), n., pl. -ho or
-hos. member of an Algonkian tribe.

Ar-a-rat (ar’orat), n. mountain in
E Turkey.

ar-ba-lest, ar-ba-list (dr'bs list), n. pow-
erful crossbow with a steel bow. [< OF
arbaleste < LL, < L arcus bow + ballista
military engine, ult. < Gk. ballein throw]
—ar'ba-lest-er, ar’ba-list-er, n.

ar-bi-ter (dr'bs tor), n. 1 person chosen
to decide a dispute; arbitrator; judge;
umpire. 2 person with full power to
decide. [< L, orig., one who approaches
(two disputants) < ad- up to + baetere
go]

ar-bi-tra-ble (ir'ba tra bal), adj. capable
of being decided by arbitration.

Arcadia 35

ar-bit-ra-ment (dar bit’ro moant), n. deci-
sion by an arbitrator or arbiter.

ar-bi-trar-y (4r'ba trer i), adj. 1 based on
one’s own wishes, notions, or will; not
going by rule or law. 2 capricious; will-
ful; unreasonable. 3 tyrannical; despotic.
4 set or determined by chance: an arbi-
trary date to begin the process. —ar'bi-
trar ‘i-ly, adv. —ar’bi-trar i-ness, n.

ar-bi-trate (dr’bo trat), v. -trat-ed, —trat-
ing. 1 give a decision in a dispute; act as
arbiter. 2 settle by arbitration. 3 submit
to arbitration. [< L, < arbiter ARBITER]
—ar'bi-trative, adj.

ar-bi-tra-tion (dr’'ba tra’shon), n. settle-
ment of a dispute by the decision of
somebody chosen to be a judge, umpire,
or arbiter. —ar ‘bi-tra’tion-al, adj.

ar-bi-tra-tor (dr'bs trator), n. person cho-
sen to decide a dispute; judge; umpire.
—ar’bi-tra"tor-ship, n.

ar-bor' (ar’bar), n. a shady place formed
by trees or shrubs or by vines growing
on latticework. [< AF erber < L, < herba
plant]

ar-bor? (dr'bar), n. the main shaft or axle
of a machine. [< F arbre]

Arbor Day, day observed in many states
of the United States by planting trees.

ar-bo-re-al (4r bo'ri al; -bo’-), adj. 1 of or
like trees. 2 living in or among trees: an
arboreal animal.

ar-bo-res-cent (dr’bos res’ant), adj. like a
tree in structure or growth; branching.

ar-bo-re-tum (dr 'bo ré’tom), ., pl. ~tums,
—ta (-ta). botanical garden of trees and
shrubs. [< L]

ar-bor vi-tae (dr'bor vi'té), an evergreen
tree of the pine family often planted for
hedges. [< L, tree of life]

ar-bo-vi-rus (ir'ba vi'res), n. virus trans-
mitted chiefly by ticks and fleas the
cause of some hemorrhagic fevers.

ar-bu-tus (dr bu'tes), n. 1 plant that has
clusters of fragrant pink or white flow-
ers and grows in patches on the ground;
Mayflower; trailing arbutus. 2 shrub or
tree of the heath family, that has clusters
of large white flowers and scarlet ber-
ries. [< L]

arc (ark), n., v.,, arced (drkt), arc-ing (dr’-
king), or arcked, arck-ing. —n. 1 any
part of a circle or other curved line.
2 a curved stream of brilliant light or
sparks formed as a current jumps from
one conductor to another. —v. form an
electric arc. [< L arcus bow]

ARC! or A.R.C., American Red Cross.

ARC?, AIDS-related complex.

Arc (4rk), n. Jeanne d’. See Joan of Arc.

ar-cade (ar kad’), n. 1 passageway with an
arched roof. 2 any covered passageway.
3 row of arches supported by columns.
[< F < Pr. arcado < OPr. arca ARCH!]
—ar-cad’ed, adj.

Ar-ca-di-a (drka’dis), n. 1 a mountain
district in the S part of ancient Greece,
famous for the simple, contented life of
its people. 2 Fig. a place of contentment.
—Ar-ca’di-an, adj., n.
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Ar-ca-dy (dr'ks di), n. Poetic. Arcadia.

ar-cane (dr kan’), adj. secret; mysterious.

ar-ca-num (dr ka’'nom), n., pl. -nums,
-na (-no). a secret; mystery. [< L, (thing)
hidden, < arca chest]

arch! (drch), n. 1 a curved structure that
bears the weight of the material above it.
2 monument forming an arch or arches.
3 archway. 4 instep. 5 something like an
arch. —v. 1 bend into an arch; curve.
2 furnish with an arch. 3 form an arch
over; span. [< OF, < VL arca, irreg. var.
of L arcus bow] —arched, adj.

arch? (drch), adj. 1 chief. 2 playfully
mischievous. [< arch-] —arch'ly, adv.
—arch’ness, n.

arch-, prefix. 1 chief; principal, as in arch-
bishop, archduke, archfiend. 2 extreme,
as in archliberal. 3 primitive, as in arch-
encephalon. [< L < Gk. arch(e)-, archi-
< archein be first, lead]

arch.,, 1 archaic; archaism. 2 Arch., Arch-
bishop. 3 Also, archit. architecture.

ar-chae-ol-o-gy (4r’ki ol’s ji), n. study of
the people, customs, and life of the
remote past by excavating and clas-
sifying the remains of ancient cities,
tools, monuments, etc. Also, archeology.
[< Gk, < archaios ancient + logos dis-
course] —ar’chae-o-log’i-cal, ar’chae-
o-log’ic, adj. —ar’chae-o-log’i-cally,
ady. —ar’chae-ol’o-gist, n.

ar-chae-op-ter-yx (ar’ké op’tor iks), n.
oldest fossil bird.

ar-cha-ic (drka'ik), adj. 1 no longer in
general use. 2 old-fashioned; out-of-
date. 3 ancient. [< Gk. archaikos, ult.
< arche beginning] —ar-cha’i-cal-ly, adv.

ar-cha-ism (dr’ki iz om; -ka-), n. 1 word
or expression no longer in general use.
In sooth is an archaism meaning in
truth. 2 use of something out of date
in language or art. —ar’cha-is’ti-cal-ly,
adv. —ar’cha-is'tic, adj.

arch-an-gel (drk’an’jsl), n. angel of highest
rank. [< L < Gk. See ARCH-, ANGEL.]

Arch-an-gel (drk’an‘jol), n. seaport in N
Russia, on the White Sea.

arch-bish-op (arch’bish’sp), n. bishop of
the highest rank.

arch-bish-op-ric (drchbish’op rik), n. 1
=archdiocese. 2 position, rank, or dig-
nity of an archbishop.

arch-con-serv-a-tive (irch 'kon sér'va tiv),
n. person who is a reactionary. —adj.
reactionary, esp. of politics.

arch-dea-con (drch’dé’kon), n. assistant
to a bishop in the Church of England.
—arch dea’con-ate, n. —arch 'dea’con-
ship, n.

arch-dea-con-ry (drch’dé’ken ri), n., pl.
-ries. position, rank, or residence of an
archdeacon.

arch-di-o-cese (drch 'di’s sis; —sés), n. church
district governed by an archbishop.

arch-du-cal (drch’di’ksl; -da’-), adj. of
an archduke or an archduchy.

arch-duch-ess (drch’duch’is), n. 1 wife or
widow of an archduke. 2 princess of the
former ruling house of Austria.

arch-duch-y (drch’duch’i), n., pl. ~duch-
ies. territory under the rule of an arch-
duke or archduchess.

arch-duke (drch’dik’; -duk’), n. prince of
the former ruling house of Austria.

ar-che-go-ni-um (4r ks go'ni am), n., pl.
-ni-a (-ni?). the female reproductive
organ in ferns, mosses, etc. [< NL, ult.
< Gk. arche beginning + gonos race]
—arche-go’ni-al, adj. —ar’che-go'ni-
ate, adj.

arch-en-ceph-a-lon (irk’en sef’s lon), n.
primitive part of the brain.

ar-che-ol-o-gy (dr’kiol’sji), n. archae-
ology. —ar’che-o-log"i-cal, ar’che-o-
log'ic, adj. —ar’che-o-log'i-cally, adv.
—arche-ol’o-gist, n.

Ar-che-o-zo-ic (dr'ke o z0'ik), n. 1 old-
est geological period. 2 rocks from this
period.

arch-er (dr’chor), n. 1 person who shoots
with a bow and arrows. 2 Archer, Sagit-
tarius. [< AF < L, < arcus bow]

arch-er-y (ar'chor i), n. 1 practice or art
of shooting with bows and arrows. 2
archers. 3 weapons of an archer.

ar-che-type (dr'ke tip), n. an original
model or pattern from which copies
are made, or out of which later forms
develop. [< L < Gk.] —ar’che-typ-al,
ar’che-typ’i-cal, adj.

arch-fiend (irch’fend’), n. 1 chief fiend.
2 Satan.

ar-chi-e-pis-co-pal (dr ki i pis'ks pal), adj.
of an archbishop or archbishopric.

ar-chi-e-pis-co-pate (dr’kii pis’ke pit;
—pat), n. archbishopric.

Ar-chi-me-des  (ir’ko meé’déz), n.
2872-212 B.C., Greek mathematician,
physicist, and inventor. —Ar’chi-
me’de-an, adj.

ar-chi-pel-a-go (dr ko pel’s go), n., pl.
-gos, —goes. 1 sea having many islands
in it. 2 group of many islands. [< Ital.,
< arci- chief (ult. < Gk. archi-) + pel-
ago sea (ult. < Gk. pelagos); orig., the
Aegean] —archi-pel’a-gic, adj.

archit., architecture.

ar-chi-tect (4r'ks tekt), n. 1 person whose
profession is to design buildings and
superintend their construction. 2 per-
son skilled in architecture. 3 maker;
creator. [< L < Gk., < archi- chief +
tekton builder]

ar-chi-tec-ton-ic (dr ko tek ton’ik), adj.
1 having to do with architecture, con-
struction, or design. 2 showing skill in
construction or design. 3 directive. —ar-
chi-tec-ton’i-cal-ly, adv.

ar-chi-tec-ture (ir'ks tek choar), n. 1 sci-
ence or art of building, including design,
construction, and decorative treatment.
2 style or special manner of building:
Greek architecture made much use of
columns. 3 construction. 4 a building;
structure; edifice. —ar’chi-tec’tur-al,
adj. —ar’ chi-tec’tur-al-ly, adv.

ar-chi-trave (ir'ks trav), n. 1 the main
beam resting on the top of a column. 2
the molding around a door, window, etc.

[< Ttal., < archi- chief (ult. < Gk.) + trave
beam (< L trabs)]

ar-chives (dr'kivz), n.pl. 1 place where
public records or historical documents
are kept. 2 public records or histori-
cal documents. [< F < L < Gk. archeia
< arche government] —ar-chi'val, adj.
—ar’chi-vist, n.

ar-chon (dr'kon), n. chief magistrate in
ancient Athens. —ar’chon-ship, 7.

arch-priest (drch’prést’), n. 1 chief priest.
2 chief assistant to a bishop and dean of a
cathedral chapter. —arch "priest’hood, .

arch-way (