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	17 - Anuradha (3 20' to 16 40' Scorpio)

	The seventeenth nakshatra, Anuradha contains three stars in the body of the Scorpion. In this constellation lies the star Alpha Centauri, which is the closest star to our solar system. The stars of Anuradha are depicted as a staff or a row of offerings to the Gods. Its primary symbol is a lotus flower, which reflects the ability and perseverance to blossom in the midst of life's trials and tribulations. The ruling planet is Saturn, which reveals the spiritual challenges to be faced in Anuradha. This lunar mansion resides entirely within the constellation of Scorpio which is ruled by Mars. The Mars impulse creates brave and courageous people who love to travel and move from place to place. They can reside in foreign lands and achieve success away from their homeland. Anuradha people usually possess good health and vitality. Called the "star of success," Anuradha natives can demonstrate organizational skills and call others to activity.
The residing deity is Mitra, the God of friendship and partnership who promotes cooperation among humanity. Mitra is a benevolent Sun God imparting compassion, devotion, and love. Anuradha gives the power of worship (radhana shakti).1 This nakshatra creates balance in relationships by honoring others as well as themselves. Another important deity is Radha, the consort of Krishna and the feminine manifestation of the energy of God who encourages all beings to serve the Lord. Anuradha is devic in nature with the animal symbol being a female deer or hare. Anuradha has the ability to create and maintain friendships while remaining quite fixed to its aspirations and goals. Its primary motivation is dharma or right activity. Fame and recognition can be attained through friendly cooperation with other people.
Anuradha people may have issues with jealousy and a desire to control others. Scorpio is a fixed sign that likes to manage people and life events. However, they are rarely satisfied with their place of residence and move quite frequently. There can be pitfalls and hardships in early life. Abuse of occult powers for selfish ends may result. Low frustration tolerance and issues with anger may be part of their personality makeup. Saddam Hussein's natal Moon is tightly conjunct Mars and Rahu in this asterism. The Moon in Scorpio is in its neecha or debilitated sign. A melancholy nature due to the lack of maternal nurturing may be experienced here. They need to watch their dietary habits due to an inability to bear hunger or thirst. They have a strong appetite for life in general.
1 Frawley, David. Shaktis of the Nakshatras. 1998.

	Anuradha at a Glance
	


	Range: 
Symbol: 
Ruling Planet: 
Nature: 
Primary Motivation: 
Animal Symbol: 
Direction: 
Sounds: 
Qualities:
Deities: 
	3 20' - 16 40' Scorpio
Lotus, Archway
Saturn
Deva (god-like)
Dharma (right activity)
Female Deer or Hare
South
Naa Nee Noo Nay
Tamas/Sattwa/Tamas
Mitra; Radha, devotee of Krishna

	Anuradha on the Ascendant
	Famous People

	Attractive, passionate, a wanderer 
	James Dean

	Psychic, devoted to spiritual pursuits
	Jean Dixon     Bruce Lee

	Secretive nature, moody
	Nietzsche    Kevin Kline

	Need to watch diet, promiscuous
	Marlon Brando

	Fond of family life, groups
	Shirley Temple Black

	Moon in Anuradha
	Famous People

	Wise, truthful, kind-hearted 
	Ram Dass Alex Haley

	Charismatic, hard working, brave
	Chakrapani Ullal

	Wealthy, handle difficult situations
	Kevin Costner

	Problems with maternal relationships
	Steve Allen


	Come what may, they march forward 
	Saddam Hussein   Gerard Depardieu

	Sun in Anuradha
	Famous People

	Leadership ability, interest in politics 
	Indira Gandhi  Sai Baba

	Important group affiliations, successfu
	Mickey Mouse

	Wealthy, respected, responsible
	Jodie Foster

	Athletic, physical strength,determined
	Joe Dimaggio  Boris Becker

	Gifts in the fine arts, creative
	Woody Allen  Calvin Klein  Jimi Hendrix  Tina Turner

	Anuradha Career Interests
	Health Issues

	Business management, organizational skills 
	Stomach, bowels

	Travel industry, conference planners
	Constipation, piles

	
	Irregular menses  womb

	Dentists, plumbers
	Sore throat, colds

	Criminal lawyers
	Breast problems

	Actors, musicians Mining engineers
	

	18 – Jyeshtha (16 40' to 30 00' Scorpio)

	The eighteenth lunar mansion is Jyeshtha which contains the brilliant red star, Antares, which is located near the heart of the Scorpion. Antares literally means the rival of Mars, because they are often confused with each other. It is located in the sign of Scorpio which is also ruled by Mars. A combination of power, independence and a sense of danger are experienced here. Jyeshtha translates as the "chief" star, "seniormost" or the "eldest." Jyeshtha symbolizes that which has seniority in many ways; the oldest, the most powerful, the most praiseworthy. According to Valerie Roebuck, Jyeshtha also means the "eldest queen" of the Moon God, Soma, who was superseded in her husband's romantic affections by his younger wives.1 Interestingly, Jyeshtha is directly opposed by the nakshatra Rohini, the favorite wife.
The chief deity is Indra, the King of the Gods and protector of heroes. He is the divine warrior and "dragon slayer." He rides the mighty elephant, carries the thunderbolt and demonstrates the power of truth. Indra is known for his daring nature, courage, power, and glory. He has the power to rise and conquer and gain courage in battle (arohana shakti).2 Interestingly, Indra defeats the dragon by courage and cunning, not by the strength of arms. 
Jyeshtha is symbolized by an earring or circular talisman which may represent Vishnu's disc. The ruling planet is Mercury, which is a reflection of Vishnu. Mental brilliance and analytical ability are experienced here. There is the capacity to achieve an elevated position in life and accomplish things skillfully. Creative genius can be experienced through Jyeshtha. Albert Einstein, Mozart and Beethoven all had their natal Moons placed here. In addition, Walt Disney had his natal Sun in Jyeshtha.
If afflicted, Jyeshtha can cause poverty and a fall from grace. The eccentric billionaire Howard Hughes had his natal Moon located in Jyeshtha. These people may have few friends and desire seclusion. A secretive or hypocritical nature may be observed. They can be involved in religious practices while simultaneously entrenched in materialistic pursuits. The primary motivation of Jyeshtha is artha or material prosperity. Its motto is that it is much easier to meditate on a balanced check book. Internal conflicts about one's self-image and self-esteem can result. Arrogance, pride, and egotism must be held in check. These natives may possess an irritable and combative nature. Jyeshtha allows us to reach the summit of personal power, but it requires great control and self-effort. 
1 Roebuck, Valerie. The Circle of Stars. Shaftesbury: Element Books, 1991.
2 Frawley, David. Shaktis of the Nakshatras. 1998.

	Jyeshtha at a Glance
	

	Range: 
Symbol: 
Ruling Planet: 
Nature: 
Primary Motivation: 
Animal Symbol: 
Direction:
Sounds:
Qualities:
Deity: 
	16 40' - 30 00' Scorpio
Earring, umbrella
Mercury
Rakshasa (demon)
Artha (material prosperity)
Male Deer or Hare
West
No Yaa Yee Yoo
Tamas/Sattwa/Sattwa
Indra, the King of the Gods

	Jyeshtha on the Ascendant
	Famous People

	Honored, intent on their dharma 
	Bob Dylan, Stan Grof

	Writing skill, smooth and respected 
	Herman Hesse

	Loose morals and much passion 
	Elvis Presley

	Many friends, well liked
	Jodie Foster

	Love of children, charitable 
	Princess Diana

	Moon in Jyeshtha
	Famous People

	Virtuous, but irritable at times
	Albert Einstein,  Nietzsche

	Musical gifts, obstinate nature 
	Mozart,   Beethoven

	Good stamina, many job changes 
	Al Pacino, Werner Erhard

	Trouble early in life, tormented 
	Vincent van Gogh, Ted Bundy

	Great wealth or poverty 
	Howard Hughes  Tiger Woods

	Sun in Jyeshtha
	Famous People

	Attains fame, but desires seclusion 
	Frank Sinatra

	Ambitious nature, hard-working 
	Walt Disney, Robert Hand

	High social status, good executive ability
	Winston Churchill

	Family obligations and responsibilities 
	Sinead O'Conner

	Imaginative and innovative mind 
	William Blake, Gianni Versace, Jim Morrison

	Jyeshtha Career Interests 
	Health Issues

	Self-employed, management 
Military leaders  
	Genital organs, ovaries  
Muscular problems

	Musicians, dancers, modeling 
	Neck pain, earaches, colds

	Police detectives, engineers 
	Stomach trouble

	Intellectuals, philosophers
	Breast cancer
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