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The Difficulties and Difcouragements
which attend the Study of the Scriptures
in the way of Private Fudgment ; &c.

In a Letter ts a Yeung Clergyman.

SIR,

Do not wonder at the furprize with which

I you received, when we were laft together,

the advice 1 ventured to give you in rela-

tion to the Study of the Scriptures. For one

who is a clergyman himfelf, to feem to diffuade

“ thofe of bis own order, from a ftudy that has fo
- many arguments to recommend it ; and which,
in the opinion of a// gawd men, ought to be

their chief bufinefs ; has, I confefs, the appear-

ance of a ftrange paradox, and that of the worﬁ

“fort. Tt looks like popery and priefl-craft ; and
“therefore young and tender minds may eafily
be forgiven, if they ftartle at the firft propofal

of it ; thofe efpecially, who have a jult fenfe of

the excellency and infpiration of the Scriptures,

and are eagerly bent on the purfuit of fuch

traths, a3 more immediately tend to the ad-

. vancement of virtue and religion. AS you are-
- *of that number, and weat into orders with so-

A4 other-
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s-erlfer- view, but that. you might the bettew
- #ady the Sériptares yourfelf, and advance the
“knowledge of them in the world ; it was not to
‘Be expefled you fhould prefently come into
ather fentiments. Which I ams fo- far from
mkmg amifs, that I think it to your commenda-
tion, that neither the affec?ion or efleem you fo-
“often exprefs for an old friend could prevai
with you to a& a part that ‘might have the
‘appearance of levity in a matter of fo much
confequence.” Nor is it lefs for your credit,
that you can retaia your opinion, withaut lo-
fing your temper, or thewing a backwardaefs to
‘hear what is to be faid againft it. Moft tem-
pers run into extremes: Tley are either too
volatile to be fixed ; or elfe fo fixed, that no
force of argument can move them. But ’tis
yzmr happiaefs, that you can adhere without
obftigacy, and change without levity, and
therefore 1 fhall think it no trouble to refume
the fubjec, and lay before you in the beft man-
ner I can, the reafons that feem to make againf
the fludy of the Scriptures in the way of private
judgement ; which 1 hope-will not upon cooler
thoughts appear fo firange to you. You will
confider they come from one, who is not more
a friend to you, than he is to the church. And,
if examples be of any weight, I can aflure you
this fide of the queftion js by no means defti~

uite



and OrTHODOXY Jfhaken. . g
tute of prafelytes; and that when you come
to know the world more, yon will find this
fYudy neglected to a degree you little imagined.
But ’tis reafons, not examples, will determine
you. To come therefore to- thenr; let me inv
the : :

L Firfl plate, obferve to you, that the fudy
of the Scriptures, fuch a thirough ftudy of thems
I mean, as you aim at, is extremely dJiffcult,
and not to be fuccefsfully purfued, without a
very great and conftant application, and a pre-
vious knowledge of many other parts of ufeful

Yearning. The New Teflament cannot be un-

derftood without the Old; the truths revealed
in one, are grounded on' the prophifie; contain-
ed in the other ; which makes the ftudy of the
whole Scriptures neceflary to him, that would
underftand thoroughly a part of them. Nor
ean the Apocrypbal bosks, how much' foever
they are generally flighted, be fafely negle@eds:
there being a great chalm-of five hundred years:
between the end of the Prophers, and’ the be—
gioning of the Gofpe/; which period is of the:
greatefl ule for the ynderftanding of the New
Teftament, and yet is the leafl kmowm Bur
now, if the O/d Teflament muft be well ffudied,
a good knowledge of the Orienial tongussis:
abfolutely neceflary. No man’can. be igno-

. As sant;,
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. ,tant, who kqows any thing of letters, that no
" verfions of old books can be thoroughly de-
Jy:pded on; the miftakes are fo many, and
fometimes of great moment; efpecially the
verfions of books writ in a language little under~
Slood, and many parts of itin a ftyle extrcmcly

. :figmrativr; and thofe figures fuch as thefe parts
hof the world are .almoft wholly firangers to.
. But put-the cafe tbefe difficulties were lefs than

, uhey are; is it an, eafy matter to add to Greek
sand Latin the knowledge of fo many other lan-
~guages? Do not they two alone find work
L. enough for mofk. fchojars 2, What pains then
--vmaft a man take, if-he will ftudy fo-many athers
.« befides ? And if the -knowledge. of the ,0Md
3. Téflamént could ‘be-difpenfed with, give me

- Jeave to tell you that the language even of the -
* New reflament is not to be undesftood with fo
- little pains asis’ commonly :imagined, , ,’Tis

: dearnt indeed in fchools, .and from bence
-~ . thought to be .the cafieft Greek that cap be
- . réad ; but they who baveread it in anpthes man-
- smer than fchool-boys, know it to .be, quite
. otherwife. - Not to mention the- dificulties
peculiar to St. Paul, whofe epiftles are a very
-great part of the New Teftament ; Platg and
Desmofibenes ar¢ in mapy rcfpeéls not fo. hard,

a5 cven the caffer books. . The ﬁyle mdeed of

. the biflorial books, i ia Plam and fimple; but
for
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ifor. all that, even thefe parts have their diffical-
ty And the whole is writ in 2 languagc pe-
culiar to the ews: The idiom ‘is Hebréw or

t Syriac, though the words be Greet; which
makes fome knowledge of tBofe languages, fill
. meceflary.

Again, though it were not neceffary to read
the Qld Tefiament in the original, yet the Greck
verfion of it muft be read; and that carefully 5

- it being oftentimes the beft, if not the only help,
- to cxplam the language of the New; befides
., that all citations in the New, are generally
‘made from it. But now, bow /aforious a thing
_maft it be, to ftudy an ill verfion of a very
hard book, which we cannot read in the ori-
ginal ? 1 call it an i/ verfion ; for though it _Be
indeed a very good one, confidering the time -
‘it was writ in ¢ yet as a verfiop, it.muft be al-
lowed by thofe who can judge of it, to be far
-~ from being exat or true. A man need only
" confult it on fome hard places in the Pensg-
* v Peneh, a9'well as’ in the Poetick -or Prophetick
“tifooks, to be convinced of this. *Twas certain-
: "}y far from perfe& @t fir/l; and is made :much
: *'worfe'by the - corruptions’ it -has faffered in
o handmg down td us : So that I may venture to
;“ " affirm,’ that hould any body now~a-days make
*a verﬁon fo mxgetfcﬁ, mﬂéad ofkdmmnon
) A6 © and

A
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and efteem, his work would be much dcfpre(!
by moﬁ of our modera criticks. .

"I might to thefe add many. otbav difficul:ics
that attend a ferious ftudy of the New Tefla-
ment. It requires a good knowledge of the
Fewifh ftate at the time of our Saviour’s coming,,

oz know!edgeof their government, fanedrim, fy-

* magogues, cuftoms, traditions, epmlons, fells ;.
the Kinds of learniog received among them ;:
what they borrewed'from the Greeks; when their

" myftical and allegorieal manner of expounding..
the Scriptures began, and’ on what grounds ;.
what their particular expetations were, in re-
lation to.the Meffiah ; amd” what tHey tauglit,.
aod on what grounds,. in relation to angels,,
dzmons, pofleflions; oracles, miracles, €fc..

But ’tis in vain, you fay;. to telliyou-of Jif~
ficulties : Y ou-are refolved not to be deterred:

" You have time before you, good.eyas, a firong:

- conftitution, a- mind prepared: for fatigne,,a.
reafonable degree of {kill ia the languages, and:
are farnifhed with a competent knowledge ia:
all the parts of ufeful learning that are prepa~
ratosy to this (tudy.; fo that diffjcuities animate:
rather than ditheacten. you. And I am aot
uawilling {o far to agree with you, that were .
there no objetion againft this ftudy, but the-.
diffi.ulty ; this alone fhould pot deter one who. -

: ) is
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& fo well prepared for it. Butifyou are able’ tor
go through fo laberious a fudy, 1 prefume you
are not fond of difficulties for difficultics fake.
¥You cannot think it reafonable to take for
much pains, unlefs it will tura. to. Lae good:
aa:ount. - I hall therefose in the:

-II. Second phace take leave to aﬂé,‘c:;-i ‘bons &
What gdod can come of fuch pains? For it
may feem, that a free, fer'ous, impurtial and la--
boricus fudy of the Seiptures, will be of no:
great fesvice 3 for the following reafons..

1/ Becanfe 's.plain: the orthodox faith is:
not founded on a mce and critical knowledjre:
of the Scriptures.  Many of the antient chrif-
tians, twill be allowed, .were not great critics;;
but argued very mucli in amyfhical way. Ori.
gen in particular, who-was the greateft {cholar
Chriftianity had bred to that time, perpetually
wens the letter of Scripture into: allegory,
From wheoce we may reafonably conclude,
that the knowledge of the bare Jiteral fenfe,
was, in the judgment of many even in thafe’
times, thought to be of little ufe..

But 24y, *Tis certain that the original lm-
guage of the Old Teftament was known to very
few, for the firft fix centiries, in which thofe
‘n,”'al councils werg held, wherein all the ar-

" ticles

4
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- tieles- of the orthudox Jaith wese feitled; . They
- governed - themfélves - and. deteymined alk-
+ - their controverted points by the Greek verfion ;:
and thofe who knew Hebrew beft, whether:
they took to the myftical or literal way, had the
misfortune to be %q/? orthedox. Soit was with
., Origen; who knew the Scriptures fo well, that
he had them all by heart. And Eufebius and
others, who ftudied and underftood the literal

fenfe of the Scriptures beff in the next-ages,
fucceeded little better. So tbat this ﬁndy
" feems to have been of little ufe, to the eﬁablx
ment of the orthodox faith, Now if an exatt
~and critical knowledge of the Scnpture;, was
, pot neceffary to the feitlng of the faith; it
" cannot be neceflary to the underflanding of it,
.. or to the underftanding thofz who bave writ befp
.in the explication and defence of it. On the
.contrary, fach a knowledge tends to /effin our
., €fteem for, the Sfathers of the church, by dif-
cqvermg thc:r miftakes ; and may weakcn our
.iregard to the decifions of councils by expof ing
.+ the falfentf; of 1be ground they feem to be built
on. A man well fkilled in the literal fenfe of
.rthe'Scriptures, will ofren.find in the f}ztbm and
wepumeslsy-texts of. Seriptave;urged very Jvn/uffi-
..... septly; and:great frefs laid upon.paffages,
~swiich when critically. expleined, prove sephings
E . ! or
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cr perths make agaim/t thend. © Which ' fug-

: geﬁs to mc a tﬁxrd reafon, why it nay" feem
_ that fucha ﬂudy can ‘do o good And that

‘1S,

315, Becaufe the orthedox fa:'rb dqeé.fn'ot de-

" pead upon the Scriptures confidered abfolutely

* in themfelves, but as explained by Catholic tradi-

, 8im. 'The faith was preferved in creeds, and

handed. down from one orthodox bithop to
. another, whofe bufinefs it ‘was to keep this

facred depoﬁtum pure and undéfiled, and to

. deliver it to his fucceffor entire as he received

it. It was by this tradition the main articles of

" faith were preferved in the church’; and not

+

s fludy of ‘the:Scriptures; ig 10t a fafe and profit~

from any particuldr fudy of the Scriptures,
The ground therefore of thefe articles muft
carefully be diftinguifhed, from the Scriptures

. that-have been brought in presf of them.

Thefe proofs may be weak and inconclufive 3
but the truth ftands independent of them.

" *Tiis the faith they had received; and if at any

time they argue weakly for it from the Séiip-
tures, ‘tis an argument indeed againft their
harning, but none agamﬁ their artbo&io.sy.

This therefore may feem another good ar-
“gument to prove, that an exa® and careful

able
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able findy. ’Tis a much fafer, as well as more
compendious way to make a man orihidex, tor
fudy the tradition of the chur.b.

But you will fay, that to fend you from:
Scripture to-tradition,.is to turn you out of pa~
radife, the garden of God, inta a vaft confufedt
bewildered wood ;. and that this is fo far from
mending the matter, that “tis ten times more /a-
borious than.the ftudy I would diffwade you
from. And fo, Iconfcfs it is ; if all the eccle-
fiaftical writers were to be carefully read, ia'
order to know the Cuthilic tradition. But
thdt is not my meaning. The fabflance of
Cathalic tradition, lies in much lefs compafs..
The effablifpzd churih, you will allow, is ortho-
dux in. all neceflary points.. If therefore yom
koow the fenfe of the. gffablifped church, your
have in epitome the church Catholic; and:
therefore you need only ftudy her opinions to-
make you orthodox. And this, the moft illite-
rate man may find in-the liturgy and articles;.
T his, [ truft you will allow, is as fort a’ way,.
as could be withed, of knowing all' that is
| neceffary to be known. A very little time will:
ferve a man to read, in bis mother-tongue,
things which all together will not fill a2 mode.
rate wolume ; and he will be ortbodox enough,
and.. have a. geeat deal of time to fpare for otHer:
' fudies,,
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fudies, that will turn to more-account.. Befides
that "tis of great advantage to go in a. way that .
1s fafe as well as fhort; and will lead you into
the knowledge of all ufeful truths, without the
hazard of falling into any dangerous opinion.

41bly, But if you will infift that’tis Scriptare,
and not #radition, that the faith is founded
on ; there is one thing farther I muft put yeu
in mind of, which may feem to prove, that a
profiund and kaborious fudy of the Scriptures will
not make you as alk more orthedox. ’Tisa
fundamental principle among proteftants, that
whatever is meceffary to be believed, is plainly and
¢learly revealed in the Scriptares; and confe-
quently what is not plainly and clearly reveal:d
in them, cannot be nectffary. Now if what is
* plain and clear in Scripture, is the only part
that is neceffary to be known ; then a laborions
fearch into the obfcurer parts, may feem wnne-
¢effary to the obtaining a true orthodox faith.
But you will fay perhaps, that, notwithftand-
ing this declaration of proteftants, it may and
has been urged againft them by their adverfa-
ties, that they 4 belicve and maintain as necef-
[ary, articles that canrot be proved by plain and
cl-ar paflages of Scripture. This, I confefs, has.
been urged, and may poffibly be true of all par-
tics of them, except the <fludl/bed chur.h. But
' it
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if it be, it proves only that they are not true to -
their principle ; not that the principle is not i

itfelf true and good. Aund he furely moft be

allowed to be the beft proteftant, who adheres

beft to the principle on which the reformatiom

was founded. .

§thly, Once more: Suppofiog the fludy of
the Scriptures as neceflary.as you .pleafe;. i
the /aft place I fay, and I am fure the wosld
'will fay it with me, that they have boen faff
ciently findied adready 5:and if any parts vemain:
ftill obfcure, whe can hope to clear up paflages
that have puzzled fo many great men . or wilF
.prefume in difputable points to fet up his pri-
' wate judgment, ageint them that were men of
more learning, of abler parts, of greater ap-
plication, and better acquainted with the zra-
ditions of the church, thao any one will now be
allowed to be ? And (which is the beft guide in-
knowledge of religion) they were morcover
men of moft exemplary picty, devotion, and
humility ; virtues, of which very little footfteps
are to be found in the learned men of our
times. Coe

Muft not now a man have a frong bent of
miod indeed, who, cannot by. all thefe reafons
be diffuaded from giving himfelf up to a fudy,
that may by many be thought as anprofitable as

*us
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"tis labotious ? but will go on, in defiance of all
that has been faid to convince him that he
waftes himfelf in vain, and that there will be
w0 fruits of all his labour, but to know he
knows nething ? 1 call that mothing, which wdl ,
turn to m0 account.

Butto fhew you I am difpofed to make all
peffible conceflions, I will grant that even this
bbjeftion might be got over, were this the
worft of it: But I have onc argument flill in -
referve, that I am perfuaded will be decifive.
My

I1I, Third argument then is this; Thata
painful, exall, impartial fudy of the Scriptures,
will by fome be thought riot only to do 70 goed,
bot alfo a great deal of burt, both to the public
and to ymr_[:y‘.

1/, It will do hurt ‘to the publie., Tt will
difturb the peace of the church, and that cannot
but have a malignant influence on the ftate.

>Tis certain that difputes in thechurch, dif-
turb the peace of it. And ’tis as certain thele
difputes have been generally raifed by men
pretending to a fuaperiour knowledge of the
Scriptures, and to difcoveries that have efcaped
“others, "The Scriptures have always been
made this ufe of by the heretics of old : And “tis
the
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the charaller of the great heretics of this and
the laft age; who have fet up fora free apd
impartial fearch into the [iteral fenfe of the Scrip=
tures, above the reft of the chriftian- world.
But with what fuccefls # They have purchafed
their pretended knowledge of the Scriptures at
the expence of their repatation, and their ftudy.
has deftroyed their orthodoxy. And were not
their books and opinions carefully fupprex},
and their perfons rendered odious to the peo-
ple;; who knows what diffurbances they might
have created to the church? Oa the other
hand, the prace the church has enjoyed for
many yeai §among its own members, feems to be
owing to no one thing more, than to a general
neglect of this ftudy ; and the dangers that at
prefent threatenits tranquillity, come wholly
from men, who have endeavoured to revive 2
ftudy, that has fo often proved pernicious to
its peace, .

Nor can it well be otherwife. - For what-
fecurity has a man that fets out in this way:;
that attempts to _fudy the Scriptures in a free
and impartial maaner, laying afide all prepof~
feflions and previous notions, refolving to {ee
- with his own eyes, and judge for h'mfelf, and
to believe nothing that he is not upon his own
fearch convinced is clearly contained in them ;

what fecurity has fuch a man, that he fhall :fx:t )
1
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fﬂl into fome opinions that have been almmy
emdemned as erroneous and hcrencal, or which
may interfere with thole that are commonly
received ! Which, if they do not immediately
firike at any fundamental point, yet will be
thought to do fo ; apd may have a tendency to
put fcruples into weak minds, and to difterb
the peace of the church, by railing doubts aboue
the meaning er ‘truth of fome articles, or by
aflerting that an explicit belief .of them is net
neceflary ! >Tis fonatural for curious and in-
quifitive minds to deviate from the common
road, and the examples are fo many, that "tis
edds but you do fo too, unlefs you had more
fead in your conflitution, or a more refigned
vnderftanding, than any curious man ever had
yet: Othierwife you cannot be fure, that you
fhall not ftudy yourfelf into doubts at leaft, if
ot into oppofite opinions concerring fome re«
erived-notions. You will doubt perhaps of the
authority or author of fome canonical book, and
think perhaps that fome paffages are interpo=
lated, or that fome celebrated texts are #:2 ge-
nuine, or fhould be otherwife read, or have not
been rightly underflocd, or do not prove the piint .
they are commonly brought for. You may fall
into notions that will be thought tending to
Arianifm or the like.  You may rejett argu-
miénts brought from the Old Teflaments to prove
the
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the Trinitys as trifling, and proving nothing bnt
the ignorance of thofe' that make-ufe of them.
“You may thiak a'prepbefie has a literal mean-
4ng, whete commonly the -qﬂx'cal is thought
theonly one.. You may think that many texts
in the New T¢flament; which are firong againfe
the Socinians, do not prove agaiaft the Arian
notion. ‘That the title of /o of God, has not
. slways ope uniform meaning in the gofpel ;
and that that fingle expreflion, of itfelf, is no
proof of any thing in God analagous to genera-
 2igninmen. ‘Thatthe idemtical confubffantiali~
ty of the fen, the eternal procsffian of the Jpirit,
and many other notions relating ta the frinity,
_tho’ they may be true in themfelves, are not fo
in virtue of the zexti alledged for them. Thefe
potions, karned men have fallen into ; and from
thence ’tis to be prefumed, yox will not eafily
keep clear of them. I chnfe to inftance chiefly
in matters relating to the Trinity, becanfe *tis
the controverfie now on foot * : ‘But the like
may be faid on many ather articles ; in edch of
which the truth is but one, but the errors infi-
nite: And there is hardly any notion with re-
fpe& fo any of them, which fome learned man,
" by following his own private judgment, inftead
of taking the.doc?rine of the church for his gmde,
has not fallen into,
# See a late book, intided, T trus dofirive .fm
ew - Teflament concerning J4fus Chrift: printed

§767. wherein the Trinity is demolifhed for ever.
Now
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.. Now if you fhould fludy yeurfelf into any
.aw opinions, or into #/d ones that have been -
comdemned, what will yon do ? Will you keep
them. to yourfelf; or publith them ? Or fhall I
rither fay, 'tis a0 queftivn? “The authots of
aew notions are apt-to be very fond of them ;
they think it batbarous and cryel, to flifle the
dufant in its birth. There is a fecret pleafure
in fingularity. To differ from the vulgar, is
© dn appedrance to be above them; and to be
diftinguifbed from the herd, is too great a temp-
4ation to be eafily refifted. But had you pru-
dence enough to govern your ambition, con~
Jeience may come in here, and make you do
what ambition cquld not. The truths you
think yoy have dlfcovcred either are, or will
be thought by you of too much impertance to
the honour of God and the good of religion,. to
beconcealed. You will look on them as the
bleffings of Ged on your ftudies ; and think it a
eapital crime to extinguith the light, and fop-
prefs the knowledge he has imparted to.you.
In fhort,- you will think yourfelf under the
bigheft abligation not to. diffemble in religions
spatters, and conceal from the charch of God,
opinions which you are convinced are npt only
troe but of great fervice to it. Let me then
conclude, that the maovel -or sevized opinions

' which
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which ) your Sludy leads you into, will -be pub-
lithed to "the world. What now will be the
confequcnce ? Certain mifchief, but no certain

-good at all. - No good, 1 fay; for poflibly your
notions may be wrong, or not of confequence;

_and, whether they are ar nat, the prefumption
‘againft you will be fo ftrong, that your notions
will not be received, and perhaps not examined :

. They will be mdemned as novel nonons, oras
exploded ones.” Aad, whatever you advance,
ntwill be thought a certain proof of its being of'
no confequence, that in fo many ages it has
nevet been received. There is no room there-
fare to.expeft, that what you advance, fhould
be received, -or do any geed. But the mifchicf
is fure and certain. It will raife feruples in
weak and unftable minds, fap the foundations
of the orthodox faith, and give a handle to
fceptical men ; whoe, becaufe fome things are
called in doubt, (though incidental matters
only and of little confequence) will think they

‘have a right from thence to queftion evety
thing. Thus the ‘church and ¢fablifhed fa'th
will fuffef by the feruples put into its friend:,
and the Zandlegiven to'its encmies.  And when
religious difputes are begun, defigning men
know how to intermix affairs of ftate with
them ; and then no body knows where they
wdl end, or what milchiefs they may do.

! Where-
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Whereas i you can be contcnt to go on in the
beaten road ; if you will xmplxa!{y fubmit to the

received notions; and humbly think the ]adg- )

ment of the church, where ’tis not the fame, bet-

ter than your ewn; you will be out of harm’s ~

way, aad necther hurt the church nor yourfelf.

2. 1 add, yourfelf; -as another motive, that
ought to have great weight with you in this
queftion. For you cannot difturb the peace of
#be church, without being greatly a fufferer your-
JAf.  If you really da not difturb its peace, "tis all
one, you will be interpreted to do it ; and that
will bring on you more evils, than Iwould with
to my greateft enemy. Ina word, you will be
thought a beretic ; a term, which thereisa fh‘ange
magic ia, though it has no determinate meaning
in the mouth of the people, nor any i/} mzaning
in itlelf "Tis fuppofed to include in it every
thing that is bad; it makes every thing appear
odious and deformed ; it diffolves all friendthips,
extinguifhes all former kind fentiments, however
juft and well deferved: And from the time a

man is deemed a beretic, "tis charity to a& a--

gainft all rules of charity; and the more they
violate the laws of God in dealing with him,
»is, in their opinion, doing God the greater
fervice. '

VOL. IV, B That
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That you may not thiak this is faid at ran.
dom, purely to frighten you into a compliance
with me ; let me defire you to confider feriounfly
the patural confequences of being under the
imputation of berefy. And the firft I would ob-
{erve, is, that from the moment your people
have this opinion of you, you are incapacitated
from working much good upon them ; and that,
P’m fure, fo good a man as you are, muft thiok.
to be a great evil. While they think you or-
thadox, your virtuous-and inoffenfive behaviour,
your fhii& fobriety and temperance, your affable
and familiar manner of converfing with them, '
your: generous and charitable regard to thofe
who are fick or in diftrefs ; thefe good qualities,
joined to your plain and eafy, but affeQionate
and moving manner of inflruting them, havea
mighty iafluence, and you may lead them as yom
pleafe: They admire and endeavour to imitate
your good example: Your virtuous conduét is
a conflaat, though tacit, reproof when they do
amifs: The very fight of you, is, 2_leQure of
virtue to them ; and the influence you have .al-
ready had in the little time you have been a.’
mong them, is too vifible to be denied. But
from the time you are called beretic, much of
the good you counld have done, is at an end.
Thofe who before had a fecret veneration of
you, think it their daty to defame and injure
you: your virtue, they call hypociify ; your

humility,
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humility, fpiritual pride. They look on you as
an abandoned wretch ; that God has withdrawn
his grace, and that the devil is at the bottom of
all you have been doing : That nothing can bet-
ter teflify their orthodoxy, than to throw off alt
regard both to your doftrine and example ; and
for fear they fhould feem to be infected with
your errors, they will return to the vices you
had perfuaded them to leave ; and for the fu-
ture, will take effe@ual care not to be the better
for you.

No body can da mnch good, whom the peo~
ple do not think a good man ; and that canaot
be expefted, when fo much reproach and iafamy
will, right or wrong, be heaped on you, if you
do not continue orthodox. And this you cannot
doubt, if you will but fefle® on what paflcs
wader your own eyes. And therefore ’tis in
vain to fancy your virtue will prote& you. Noj
the moft confpicuous wirtue will not be believeds
¥ you are guilty of no open vices, fecret ones
will be:imputed to you 3 your enquiries will be
called vain, curisus and forbidden fludies. Pride
and ambition will be faid to be the fecret {prings
of them. A fearch afie truth, will be called
a-buveof novelty. The doubting of a fingle text,
will be feepticifm; the denial of an argument, a
remouncing of the faith, Fo fay what the Scrip-
tures bhave faid, and in the very fame words too,

B 2 if
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if not explained in the common way, \fn]l_ be
blafpbcmy ; and the moft fincere concern for the

“honour of almighty God, you cannot be fure

will not be interpreted down-right atheifm.
Every thing you f{ay or do, will have a wrong
turn given it. A flip of memory, fhall be made
wilful prevarication ; a miftake in- a citation,
fhall be forgery and corruption; an error in aa
jocidental point of learning, fhall be a good
proof, that you Anow mothing. Every unaccurate
expreffion, fhall be prefled into ‘a crime; any
Jittle warmth of temper, fhall be aggravated
juto pride and pofitivenefs, into a contempt of
authority, and ill ‘manners. In fhort, all the
sodifcretions of a man’s former life fhall be ript
up; and nothing forgiven, that can be remem-
bered. or ftrained to his difadvantage, And
where is the man that can be fond of fuch ufage ?
For my part, [ am free to declare, I am afraid I
fhould: not have virtue or courage enough, to
\mdergo fuch a fiery trial.

. Now all this 2 man will draw upon h:mfclf
that brings himfelf under the imputation of
\berefy.  Whereas the ‘orthedex man lives quiet
and at eafe, nomoleflted and unenvied. His
fanlts (and who has not fome ?) fhall be exte-
nuated or excufed, if not quite buried in obli-
vion ; his want of temper, fhall be a commend-
able zeal; his indifcretion, good mature;- his

miftakes,
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miftakes, fhall be imputed to bafte or in-
advertency ; and, when. they cannot. be de: -
fended, it will be argued in his favour, that the
greatelt men fometimes err, and the writers of
the firlk rank are not always in the right; or
perbaps a miftake fhall turn-to his advantage s
it will be fhown to be an error on the right fide, -
and that a good caufe drew him into it. His
lcarmng on the other hand fhall be magpified
beyond meafure; every body will be. full of his
good qualities, and his virtues fhall be fet in
the beft light to fhow themfelves and cover his
faults. Ina word, orthedoxy atones for all vices,
and berefy extinguithes all virtues.  That thisis
‘nothing but the bare truthy I appeal to what
you every day hear and fee yourfclf.

There are, you koow, fwo clergymen * of the
town, who have ftudied themfelves .into derefy,
or at leaft into a fujpicion of it : Both of them,
men of fair unblemifbed charafters. One has
all his life been cultivating piety and. virtae
and good learning. Rigidly conftant bimfelf
in the public aad private duties of religion ; and
slways. promotiog in sthers, virtue and fucls
learniong as he thought would conduce moft to
the honour of God, by manifefting the great-
nefs and wifdom of his works. He has given
the world fufficient proofs that he has not mif- .
peat his time, by very ufeful works of pbdtyb;,by

¥ Mr. ley?on and Dr. Clarfe. - :

B3 and
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and matkematichs., He has applied ¢ne” to the
sxplication of the atber, and endeavoured by
doth to difplay the glory of the Great Creator.
And to his ftudy of nature, he early joined the
ftudy of the Scréptwres ; and his attempts, what-
ever the fuccefs be, were at lealt well meant:
and, confidering the difficulty of the fubjeéts he
“has engaged in, it muft be allowed that in the
main they are we/laimed. And if he has not
fucceeded, no more bave others who have med-
Jed with the fame fubjets. Nor is he more to
be blamed, than they. To be dlamed, did I
fay ? 1 fhould have faid, not lefs to be commend-
ed. For fure 'tis a commendable defign, to ex-
plain Scripture-difficulties, and to remove the
objections of profanc men, by thewing there is
sothing in the facred writings, but what is true
and rational. ©

But what daes a lifs thus fpent avail? To
what "purpofe fo many warchful nights, and
weary days ! So much piety and devotion? So
much mortification and felf-denial ? Such a
acal to do good, and to be ufeful to the world ?
$o many noble fpecimens of a great genius, and
of a fine imagination ? *T'is the poor man’s mif-
fortune {for poor he is, and like to be, not having
the leaft preferment) to have a warm head, and
to be very zealous in what he thinks the caule

of
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of God. He thinks prudence the worldly wif:
dom condemned by Chrift and his apoftles ; and
that ’tis grofs prevarication and hypocrify, to

conceal the difcoveries he conteives he has made.
“This heat of temper betrays him into fome in-
difcreet expreffions and hafty affertions. De-
figning to .hart no body, he fancies no body
defigns to hurt 4im; and js fimple ‘edough to
expe& the fame favourable altowances will be
made to bim, that he fees made to thofe who
wiite againft him. As to his !earmng, ’tis his
misfortune that he is not fkilled enough in the
learned languages, to be a grest critick in them; -
and yet feems notto be fenfible of his deficien-
¢y io this refpeét. And what advantage is taken
of this, that he has not %fs heat and more eriticifm!
His learning is treated in that manner, that you
would think he did not know the firft elements
of Greek; though even in that, he is'much
fuperiour to moft of thofe who make fo free with
him : And you every day hear his performances
run down as whimfies and chimeras, by men
who never read them, and, if they did, could
pot underfland them. Nor does his warmth of
temper come off better : ’tis all over obffinacy,
pride and beretical pravity ; a want of modefly and
due deference to jult authority. They that
fpeak moft favourably, look upon him as craz’d,

and little bettes than a madman, This is the
B4 poor
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poor man’s charafter; and, /ow as he is, they
‘eannot be content to leave him quiet in his po-
verty. Whereas, had lie not been early poffeft
with a paffionate love for_the Scripture and phi-
I-fophy 3 had he not thooght it his duty above
all things to promote the ghry of God, and been
perfuaded that could no way be fo well done as
by the ftady of his word and works; 'tis more
than probable he had at this time been orthodox.
And then, inftead of his prefent treatment, his
faults would have been everlooked ; ; the learn-
ing he excells in, would have been extolled, and
no defe@¢ would have been found in other parts
of it. " He would have been cried up as an or-
nament of the age, and no preferment would
have been denied or envied him.

~ ‘This you know'to be the cafe with one of the
sew beratics. The other ® is fo prudent in hig
condudt, that he comes under but a fufpicion of
favouring thc fame notions. How nqw is be
treated ? prudence in bim is as greata crime ag
the want of it in the other: 'The imprudent man
is treated as a madman, and a rank Arian: Tlhie
' pradent one, is lef; a beretic, but more dangercus :
Sobrius acceffit ad evertendam ecclefiam; and there-
fore the greater alarm muft be raifed againft bim.
And what has he done? Why, he has with:a
great deal of pains brought together in the belt

* Dr. Samuel Clarke.
~ manner
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manner he could, all the paffages in the New
'Tcﬁamcnt relating to the do&rine of the T7i-

nity. And fo far, his work is what' thofe whor
differ from him, fBould be pleafed with; fince
he has brought the materials together, to enabfc
men to form a rnght judgment of the queftion inr
difpute; and has put into their hands, if he be
n the wrong, the beft weapons agamﬁ himfelf.

But ke has mt:rpmed Jeme texts, in a manner
that is not fiked : ’tis true, he has fo; but not
once, that I remember, has he given an inter-
pretation that is purely of bis own bead. He
brings great viuchers, and, if he errs, itis always
in good company. 'This is -his offence: He has
maintained with many others, particularly wub
the Jate dean of St. Paul's, * in oppofition to Sa-
bellianifm, that the three perfonsin the ‘I'rm:t] are
three real difliné? Beings: and the belief of three
really diftin® Beings perfefily equal, he mains
tains with Dr. South to be Tritheifm : And, that
shere muff therefore be a fubordination. - Now
whether this notion be right, or not ; if be can+
not efcape ill treatment, give me leave to fay,,
that if yoar ftudy fhould lead you into any-opi~
nions contrary to what is generally received,
you can with no reafon expect bester quartere
He is'a man who has o/l the goad qualitées that
¢an meet together, to recommend him. Heis
pollet of all the pasts of learning that ase valu~

8 Dr,. Sherlock. .
B3 abls
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able inaclergyman, in a degree that few poffefs
any fingle one. He has joined to a good fkill in
the three lsarned languages, a gieat compafs of the
beft philofophy and mashematicks ; as appears by
his Latinworks: And his Englifb otes are fuch
a proof of his own piety, and of his knowledge in
divin‘ty, and have done fo much ﬁmia' to reli~
gimm, as would make any other man, that was
pot under the fufpicion of berefy, fecure of -
the friendthip and efteem of all good church-
men, efpecially of the clergy. Aand to all the
piety and learning, and the good ufe that has
been made of it; is added a zemper happy be-
yond expreflion: A fweft, eafy, modeft, inof-
fenfive, obliging behaviour, adorn all his ac-
tions ; and no paffion, vanity, infolence, or of-
tentation, appear either in what he writes or
ays: And yet thefe faults are often incident to

the belt men, in the freedoms of converfation,
and ia writing againft impertinent and unrea-
g'onable ad‘verfaries', efpecially fuch as ftrike at
the foundation of virtue and religion. This is
ihg learning, this the temper of the man, whofe
[ludy. of the Scriptures has betrayed him into a
Jufpicion. of fome heretical opinions ; and becaufe
it has, he muft be dlackened and defamed ; he muft
be wortied out of the great and clear reputa- -
tion he is poffeffed of : and he that has fo many
fhining qualities, muft be infulted by every wirsb-
‘ 4 - i
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lefs wretch, as if he had as little learning and
virtue as the loweft of thofe who are againft him,_
‘What proteétion now can yoz promife yourfelf
from your virtue, when a man of fucbh a charac-
ter cannot be fafe in his good name? Whatever
therefore you do, be orthodsx: Orthodoxy wilk
cover a multitude of fins, but a cloud of virtues can-
not cover the want of the minuteft particle of
oribodoxy.

*Tis expefled, no matter how unreafonably,
that a man fhould always adhere to the party he
has once taken. *Tis the opinion of the world,
that he is all his life bound by the fubfcriptions
he made in bis firflt years; as if aman were as
wife at twenty-four, and knew as much of the
Seripture and antiquity and could judge as well
of them, as he can at fifty. Andyet if a man
will be ﬁudying thefe things, he cannot be fure:
he fhall continue a year together in the famé
Jentiments : And, if he hould not, he muft either
fifle his perfuafion, againft the diQates of his
conféierice; or be expofed to the worft treat-
fnent, te-be called a rencgady, a. fulfe brother, &
beretic, or any thing that malice can fuggeft,

But I have not yet done. This is not the
worft of it, This perhaps you may pretend to
defpife, and not care what the world fays of you,
fo long as your ¢onfcienve cannot reproach you.

B- 6 Well 3
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Wcll let then all concern for reputation go.:
Can you be proof againft ene farther comfequence
of lying under the imputation of bérsfy 7 Can
you bear to fee yourfelf, your wife and children,
ruined and undone ? This, I fee, ftartles you.—
But -yon afk ; FWhat danger can there be of that &
An Englifbman, you fay, is out of the reach of
perfecution or an inguifition : ‘That fpirit, God
be thanked, is banifhed the land; and even
c:nuil? beretics are prote&ted from the fames.
Very trme; the fpirit of perfecution is either
gone, or is difarmed ; and that I look on as one
of the’invaluable bleﬂings of thc revolytion.:
But can you be fure it will not return? And
fuppofe it will not; are you therefore fecure,
that'an imputation of bere/y will not end in the-
ruin’ of yourfelf and family? You and your
children will not be burnt indeed ; but you may.
be as’ effeCtually ruined, as if you were. Yon
may be excommunicated; and in virtue of that be
thrown iato jail, to rot there, while your family
are ftarving. And (which cannot be teo well
confidered) when once yéu come into thofe
circumftances, what is there can deliver you? |
Your punithment will laft and be the fame, aslong
as you continue in the fame mind. A rule of
"punithment, peculiar to the ecclefiaflick fate. In
civil cafes, the offender, if his crime be not ca.
pital, fuffers a temporary punifhment, propor-
' ‘ tioned
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tioned to the fault he has committed ; and whcn
he s ﬁndcrgone that, nothing further ié re-
quired of him, except in fome cafes to find fecy-
rity for his good behaviour for the future. But
in cafes of berefy, there is no regard to the degres
of the offence, in the punifhment idflicted. Nos
is there any end of it. *Tis not enough to have
fuffered the fevere/? punithment, though for the’
Jmalleft-offence ; *tis not enough to give fecurity
of not offending for the fature: The innocent
offender maft declare (what ’tis often times im-

" poffitke he thould declare) that he has changed
his fentiments, and is become orthodox ; and thisy
though perhaps no methods of conviction have
been ufed, except that of punifbment be one.
THis is the miferable condition of & conwil? be-
retic: The punithment which fell on him for
expreffing thoughts beretical, he muft continue tos
endi»rq for barely thinking ; which is a thiog nos
in his power, but depends on the ewidenée the
appears to hjm : He muft for ever (cruel juftice 1)
for ever fuffer for bis private thoughts. (thongle
they go not beyond bis own heart,) the punifh-
ment which fome overt-a& has once -drawny
vpon him. To punilh toties guotics, as often as
thofe overt-alls are repeated, will not fatisfy
‘the boly effice: Nor can a forbearance of fuch

, ats avail any thing, or a promife of filence for
the futare ; which yet is all that iy %0 a man’s

power,
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power. - No; he muft recant, whether he cam
or not; and generally ’tis required to be done
in words drawn up for him. So that, if he do -
not fee reafon to change his opinion ; and will
not fay he has changed, when he has not ; he is
in for life, and his. punithment can only end

with it.

Indeed, on every fuppofition, a man excom-
municated for berefy has fad time of it. For if
he does not recant, he is (as I have faid) in pri-
fon for life, and his family muft ftarve ; and if
he does recant, what does he get by it: his
. liberty indeed, but what elfe? Will people be-
lieve he is fincere ? Will they not think his
recantation loofely drawn in favour of him, to
make it a recantation in ‘appearance only ¥ Or,
if it be in the ftrongeft words, will he n'ot, if
e fubmit to it, be fufpe&ted to equivocate # Will
~ they not expeét the reafons of his change ; will
they not afk, (if he fays no more for the orthodox
fide than he has faid before) why, if thefe reas+
fons are convincing now, he did not think them:
fo hefore? Will they not conclude, that to him:
they are inconclufive ftill ; vnlefs he can find.
better reafons than the beft that had been be-
fore offered him ? Which I take to be a con-
tradi®ion. And will it not be argusd from
thence, that he is not changed? that ’tis the

punifh-
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punifhment only, and not his opinions, he would
leave ? 'So that if he continues in his opinions, he
muft lie under all the infamyand punithment of
herefy 3 and if he does mot, yet it will be fop-

pofed he ‘does. He is punifhed for afting

according to bis confecience 5 and, if he would leave

the berefy imputed to him, he will be faid to a&t

againfl bis confcience ; and perhaps be reputed a

worfe man than he was before. This in all

events: once a heretic, and always miferable.

‘The reputation (change, or not) is never to be

retrieved ; no preferment or employment to be

hoped for. He will always be fufpeQed of

berefy, who. is once guilty ; and his wife and

children muft fee him the perpetoal fubje& of
reproach and obloquy ; and feel it too : Feel it

in their charaler, feel it in their maintenance :

as if the children of a herstic were a brood of

moanfters, nuifance to the common-wealth, and

infeéted the very air they breathe in.

Thefe misfortunes a man of the moft unl-
mifbed lifs may draw upon himfelf and family, if
he will be medling with fo dangerous a' ftudy,
and cannot in confeience diffemble thé refult of it,
Misfortunes, which the oilef, lewdef, moft im-
moral wretch upon earth, is in no danger of,
‘The greateft immeralities, nay, a long courfe of
them, (hall oftentimes. efcape unpunithed ; efpe- -
cially if 2 man be very ortbodox : But if they do

L . oot
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not, the punithment extends only to the per/on of
the offender. Itderives no infamy on bimfuif if he
seforms, nor on his_children if he do not. They
are rather pitied for having fuch a father, and
every, body is willing to be kind to them. Whe
now, after. this, can be fo fond of a ftudy, that
may brisg on him, let him be never o innocens,
fuch a load of mifery and infamy, a load with-
out meafure and without end ? And if this will
be the confequence of cxcommumication, tell me
how much better ’tis than perfecation.

". But you will fay, that’tis'peffible 2 man”s
fudies may nst lead him into any Seretical opi-
nion ; and if they fhould, yet *tis not very cafy
%0 convié? a heretiv, or to fay what is berefy. ToO
the fir/# I have already faid enough : Asto thie
ather, 1 confefs ’tis not very eafy to-convi? a man
of herefy. The law feems to Be deficient tn this
point ; but who knows how foon this defe& may
be fupplied by a #ncew laew? And in the mean
time, it may be difficul: indeed to conviét 2 man
of herefy ;5 but perhaps it may be found not to
be impoffible.  And, if it fhould, ’tis but chang-
ing the word, and the offender may be come
upon eafily enough. If, through a defe& in
the laws, he cannot be convicted of berefy, he
may however be convitted of writing or {peak-
iog again/l the eftablithed do&rine.of the church;

and
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m& that will draw on him all the fame confe-
querices, that berefy would do. For herefy1s the
oppofing the dofrine of the Catholick church;
but the do@rine of the sfablifhed church, wil
readily be fuppofed to be the do&trine of the Ca-
tholick church ; and therefore to oppofe the dé‘c’-
trine’of one, is in effe& to oppofe both. So that
a man fhall be deemed a beretic to all intents and
purpoqu, and fentenced to the fame punithments

though in the fentence itlelf, for his comfotr,
the word beré/y may be left out.

Bat you are willing to think the temper of the
Englip clergy more moderate, and the genéras
Iity of them averfe to every thing that looks like
the fpirit-of popery; ug the ruining of a good
man, merely. for mattérs of opinion, muft be al-
Jowed to do.. 1 with you may find it fo, if ever
there fheuld be occafion. I confefs there has
appeaved a goed fpirit, a very humaone and chrif-
tian temper in fore late writings, where perhaps
it was sot much expefted ; but for all thay; .1
muft beg leave to differ from you. If indeed no
one would judpe in a caufe he did not uander:
fland ; if no one were allowed to underftand 2
caufe of bergfy, but who was a good jndge of the
Jenfe of Seripture and of primitive antiquity ; if np
one were efteemed to know Scripture and antl-
quity, but thofe who kad Sludied them well, who
had read them ca.rcfully with their own eyes, ::g
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did not take the fenfe of them upon truf from
~ modern writers; if the arguments for his opinion
were to be examined, before his opinion were
condemned ; if a man, before he gave his vote,
were to lay his hand upon his heart, and declare_
him(elf thus qualified to judge; that he had
confidered the matter, and would fpeak nothing
but what he thought ; on thefefuppofitions, T am:
apt to think, a number of judges would not very
eafily be found ; and, when they were, it may
reafonably be prefumed that they would not
be very forward to condemn. They would be
‘fenfible there was room for honeft minds to be
‘mifled, from what they had read and obferved
‘themfelves ; they would know that there is more
to be faid on the other fide, than the generality
at all dream of ; they would be careful how
vhey difcouraged learning, by difcouraging the
enquiries of learned men. They would be very
vawilling a man fhould fuffer by their fentence,
whofe life they are fure is innocent and vir-
tuous, but whofe opinions they cannot be fo fure
are falfe or dangerous. They know difcou-
ragements in learning and virtue to be of fuch ill
confequence, that a man’s opinions muft be very
bad indeed, to make it neceffary to come to
‘fuch extremities. But give me leave to fay,
you have no reafon to expedt fuch judges, or

fuch a backwardnefs to judge. *Tis always
Suppofed
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Juppe/ed, that the dorine of the church you are
of, is right ; that it. is the doQrime of Scripture
apd aptiquity. . And this, every body.thinks he
underftands. . 8o that little learning or reading
is neceflary, ta make any clergymas s judge oV
‘the learnedeft man alive. .

Another thing I take leave to tell you, s that
moft men think they.can do confeientioufly, whate
ever they can do legally. Men of refined and exe
alted underflandings, who have a large compafs
of thought, and have -lookt into the principles
of things, know that written laws are but de-
dulions of the logy of mature, which is prior to
all human inflisutions : "That thefe fometimes de-

wiate from that wmewritten low ;3 and, when they
" do, are of no real intrinfic authority. They
know that 2 thiog is not ju# and reafinable bee
caufe it is emacted ; but, in good governments,
is enalled, becavfe tis juf? and reafonable. They
koow that laws are fometimes obtained by fur-
prize and correption, by party-management,
by craft or fuperflition. They know that penal
laws’ in matters of religion, are feldom advifes
able. They would not eafily contribute to the
making them ; and, when they are made, would
be glad to have them generally lie dormant,
They know that no aathority of man ean altet
the nature of thingsy or jultify a oruel or sajuft

featence -
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fentence in the fight of God. They are fore;
that if to punith nien for their opinions be not
wery right, there is no medium, it muft be very
wrang, *Tis public robbery or murder - to de-
prive a min of his life or goods for his religion;
if it be not jufl in itfelfto do fo, as well as legad,

Some perhaps may think in this manner ; but
thefe muft be men of refin’d and exalted under-
flandings; aond therefore muft be very few.
The gemerality think they may do jufly, what-
ever they can do /egally.. And it is; no doubt,
for them, a good rule. ‘They cannot judge of
the nature of things for themfelues ; and thete-
fore the law is the moft proper gnide and direcs
" tiop tbey can have. As long therefote as there
are laws to pusith the afférters of heretical opie
nions, or fuch as’ oppefe the cfiablifbed doftvinesy
you may depend on it, they will not be fof-
fered to lic. dormant. There will never be-
wanting great numbers, who" will cali aloud:te
have them put.in execution; and .they will
think their zeal in this matter, the be/ fervicé

they can do the church.

_This is humm sature > thus it has been in all
.times. And no cxpenencc of themifchief done
te chriftiapity by ‘a forwardaefs to pronounce
anathema’s m thofe who. differed from. the ré»

cetved
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enved oplmons, will make us wifer. It may, L
doubt not, be demoqﬂraud with the greateft
evidence, that all chriflian, churches have fuffered
more by their zeg! for orthodoxy, and by the vio-
lent methods taken to promote it; than from
the utmolt efforts of their greate/t enemies. But,
for all that, the world will ftill think the fame
methods neceffary. The fame zea! will prompt
to the fame perfecutions or prefecutions, (call them
which you will) without confidering that the
- fame means mult neceffarily produce, at long--
run, thc Jame fatal mJequenm.

Let me therefore entreat you, not to fancy the -
world is altered in this point. Do not think
Your opinions cannot ruin you, becaufe tis nit
reafensble they fhould. Do not flatter yourfelf,
that temper, pradence and moderation, can in reli-
gions controverfies get the better of indiferect
%eal, bigotry and fuperflition. In fhort; be not
kafty in efpoufing of opinions, which can have
no other effe&t; but to lay the bef? mei at the
mercy of the worf. Every mean perfon, who has
nothing to recommend him but his crthodexy,
and owes that perhaps wholly to his ignorance ;
will thiok he has a right to trample on you with
coptempt 5 to afperfe your charatter with viro~
lent refle&tions ; to run down your writings as
mean and pitiful performances, and give bard
names to opinions he des not sndesfland ; which
you
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you muft bear, without the leaft hopes of being.
heard a word in your defence.

Let me obferve one thing more ; that ’tis the
misfortune of a clergyman, that he is confined to
one profeffion.  Other men, if they cannot livein
ome way, arc at liberty to try another : But aman
who has once the indelible charater, muft live
by the one profeffion he has made choice of. -If
therefore that livelihood be taken from him ;

tis in vain he has learning, parts, induflry, and .
application, He will not be allowed to take qny
other courfe to repair the lofs he fuffers by his .

opinions as a clergyman. His time, and for-
tunes, and ftudies, have been {pent to make him
ufefal in that one profeffion; and, if he had
abilities to maintain himl(elf in any stber, ’tis too
late: He has made his choice, and muft abide
byit. This then is the unhappy dilemma a
reputed beretsc is reduced to; he will neither be
fuffered to keep the profeflion, nor to lave it 5
he fhall peither live i i, nor eut of i¢.  So that,
"notwithftanding his learming, parts, virtue, and
induftry ; though he could make a good lawyer,
phyfician, merchant, or mechanic; if he be not
erthodex, all poffibilities of living comfortably,
at leaft, and reputably, are taken from him. Go
now, and think, if you can, that the advice I
give you, is not the advice of a friend, *T'is the
- advice of ope who loves virtue and learning,
: who



and OrTHODOXY fhaken. 47

who is a friend to all good men, and is in parti-
colar greatly concerned for your fuccefs and
advancement in the world. -*T'is advice fecond-
¢d by the examples of the greateft men. For
pame me any one of the men moft famed for
_ learning in this or the laft age, who have feri-
oufly turned themfelves to the fudy of the Scrip-
tares. 1 might pame to you the moft eminent
men down from Scaliger and Cafaubon to the
'prefent time. Capellus indeed, and the excellent
Gratins, ave exceptions ; but they met with fuch
sfage, that one has little encouragement from
their examples. But not to go beyond our own
country; who are the men that have excelled
moft (excepting-always Sir Jiaac Newton) in
philofophy, aftronomy and mathematicks ? Have
they not been clergymen # And was nor their fkill
In thefe {ciences, the effet of their great and
conftant application to them ? Was not that
fime fpent in thefe fudies, that you think fhould
have beea applied to the fudy of the Scriptures ?
On the other hand, take out two or three from
fo great a body; and where is there a clergy-
man of a great gepius, and that has made a chief
figure in the learned werld, that has writ upon
the Scriptures? at leaft with any mafterly ﬁ(lll )
in crivick?

And what is it, that all this can be imputed
to? Did thcfe learned men decline this ftudy,
becaufe
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becaufe they wanted the alilities proper fox it }.
Surely that will not be faid of men of their con-
felt learning. Or was there want of inclination
and good-will toit? No, they were men of vir-
tue, and good protefiants, as well as fcholars and
men of letters. What then ? Did shey, who
bave taken fo much pains upon ether baoks, and
with fo much fuccefs, think the Scréptures the
only ones that needed st their help? Neither
can that be pretended. They faw the faczed
books, through the injury of time and the igne-
rance of foribes, had fuffered as well as others ;
and much more by falfe andabfurd interpretations.
To be plain : the ane thing that turned them
from fo noble and neceflary a ftudy, was the
want of liberty, which, in this fludy only, is de~ .
pied men. They found it was dangersus to
examine impartially, and {peak freely; that they
muft write without lLberty, or with ze fafesy ;
that it would be expeted of them, to” ftrain all
their wit and learning to patromize and paliiate
grofs errors, inftead of expofing or mending of
them ; and to fupport the reccived interpretations,
however abfurd, inftead of fuch as reafon and
L ning convinced them were the only true omes,
But this was a tafk, which men of imgenwous
minds, whofe integrity and love of truth was equal
to their penetration and great abilities, could
ot fubmit to, F or men to have eyes and ua-
dcrﬂandmgs
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derflandings of their own, and yet not fee -or
.underfand, but as they were bid, and that by
'men who could notfee or underftand themfelves
os dgyartor xpzyma! To make fuch a blind vfe
of their learning 2nd abilities, was, they thought,
“to pervert the very end of them, and really to
- difhonoar' God, ‘whofe fervice they were given

~‘for, Since therefore they could not bear the
- thoughts of ftudying the fcriptures on thefa terms,
* 1o part was left men who could not be idle, but
‘%0 tarn to fame other fludy, in which, without fear
of dasiger or offence, they might freely go whi-
" ther truth and reafinled. The confequence of
which, béfides the improvements made in arts
~and fciences, has been, that many of them have
_ “feparately made ‘fhore ‘good emendations; and
“bappily explained more difficulties, in the finalle/t
Pagan writer ; than they have done, take them
all together, in two hundred years upon the
whole body of the Scriptures,

What then I would advife you, is, to follow
“fuch éxanmiples, Tura youtfelf to the ftudy of -
the beathen hiflorians, pocts, orators, and philofo-
“pbers. Spend ren or twelve years upon Horace or
Ference. To illuftrate a billet-doux, or a drunken~
watehs to expliin an obfeens jeft ; to make a hap-

" py emindatien, on a paffage that a modeft man
“wotld $lu/fb-at 5 will do you more credit, and be
VOL. IV, c  of
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13Fgreater fcnnce to you, than the mof u{cﬁ;]
employment of your time upon the Scripures.;
unlefs you can refolve to conceal your fentiments,
and fpeak always with the vulgar. You.feea
prefent example in the great Restley : What.a
reputation he has acquired by the nable edition
.he has given us of Herace? How are his abili-
ties confefled and admired by all 2 But had the
fame genius, the fame fagacity and labpur, been
applied to the ftudy of the Scriptures; to fettle
the text ina doubtful places, to mend corrypted
ones, explain hard ones, fix the meaning of ob-
ficure ones, and to trace ont. the literal fenfe
where it can be done, frould he; 1 fay, have
attempted a work of this kind; inflead of
thanks and applaufe, ’tis more than probable he
would have been treated as a rath man, of no
judgment, of little learaiog, and lefs religion
" and, if his works had been fentenced to the
flames; a majority would have been for throwing
inm in af(cr them.

Conﬁder wel therefore, how you engage
where there is no retreat, no repentance, no
room for pardon, if you once offend. You have
two ways before you. One will enable you to be
ufeful in the world, without great trouble to
yourfelf ; it will crown your labours with fuc-
cefs; it will bring you reputation and efteem ;

7 . . _it
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it will put you into a way of making a deccnt
provifion for your family, and give a good edu-
cation tothofe two fine children God has bleffed
you with, and you may havé many more. The
vtber will itfelf fatigue you with many difficul-
'ties, and-expofe you to the moft fatal copfe-
quences: It will draw on you an infupportable
Yoad of infamy, as a difturber of the church, and
an’ enemy to the ortbmlox fk/tb ; and in ]l pro-
bability end in the extreme poverty and ruin of
yourfelf and family. Which God forbid thould
ever be the cafe of one who has no other view;
but to dedicate hislife to'God’s fcryxse}.» Ix 3&1‘,

oot ¢
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Your faitbf‘ul bumble fervant, '
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ﬂe CONCLUSION

FTER all that has been faid ia this loog
letter, T am perfuaded that many readers

‘will filt think what is here advanced, a {trange
-sparadox ; or perhaps be fcandalized at it-asa
very wicked one ; and will on no terms allow,
-that clergymen fhould lay afide what sught to be
their chief fludy. And, to be ingenuows, I will
confefs 1 am entirely of the fame mind. 1am.as
unwilling, as tbey can be, to admit the conclu-
fion, that the fludy of the Scriptures fhould be
diferted ; and yet cannot deny, but, humanely
fpeaking, this muft be the confequence from
thefe premifes. If therefore we will not allowe
the conclufion, we muft thow the premifes to bg
untrue, and that this ffudy will xoz be attenddd
with /o much danger. But this we in yaig aty
tempt, if we do not our parts at leaft, that-thefe
may not be the confeguences. For as long as they
are, the fludy of the Scriptures will certainly con~
tinue to be neglelied, as it now is ; and all mes
who contribute to thefe confequences in any degree,

do fo far difcourage the fludy of the Scrqeturl:g
whatever they pretend.

" In truth, there is nothing mere abfurd, th.nxg
to fay the glorious. things we do daily of the
-Scriptures ;
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Scriptures; and, at the fame. time, make the
fiidy of them, to men of fincere and homeft =
mainds, fo extremely hazardous and inconvenient,
1f then we would not be guilty of difeouraging -
ftady, which we acknowledge to be- the great -
duty of the clergy, as we are chriffians ; ¥ we:-
would be true to the fundamental principles of
the reformation, as proteflants; that the Scriptures
are the only rule of faith let us ufe our beft en-
deavours to remove the great obflacles that lie
againft the ftudy of ‘them § let us do what we
can; that learned men may have fu/l literty to
fudy the Scriptures fresly and impartially ; good
enconragement given them to go through the /a-
boar and di ifficulties of fuch a (tudy, not flightly
and foperficially, but with application anddili-.
gence as the nature of the thing requires; and
Yive leave to {peak their fenfe with all manner
of fafity: That their opinians may be examined

- fairky and wish femper.: That their names be not

unjuftly loaded with calumny and flander ; that
their words and a&tions may be interpreted with
the fame candour, as is fhown to thofe that differ
from thenmi : That, if what they advance be .
right, it may be received ; if wrong, their errors
may-be refuted, as the miffakes of learned men on
other fubjes; if doubtful, and the Scriptures fay
fo little, or fpeak fo oblcurely, that nothiag caq,
certainly Be decided either way ; that then no--
' C3 body
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body may be obliged to take either fide as nece/~
Jary: That, whether their motions be right or
wrong, their perfons may in all evenss be fafe,
and their maintenance not affeted by it: That
as long as they live virtuoufly, and write with all
due modefly and good manners, and advance no-
thing that breaks in upon mrality and govern-
ment, they may be treated in all refpels as thofe

are or ought to be, who employ themfelves in

any other partof ufeful learning.

1 muft add, let them be never fo much in the
wrong, 1 can apprehend no danger from it o the
chburch; or that the errors of a few men, can
have any confiderable influence in oppofition to
a great body of a vigilant and learned clergy,

who will be always able and ready to defend the

received notious, if they can be defended ; and if
they cannot, it muft be allowed they ought not,

But if fome in:onv:niencies would arife from the

fibeity I contend for, they are nathing in compa<
rifm of thofe that muft follow from the want
of it

Till thereis fuch a hberty allowed to dergy.
men;; till there is fuch a fecurity for their repu-

tations, " fortunes, and perfons; I fear T muft

add, till fo difficult a ftudy meets with propor-
tionable encouragement 3 *tis impoffible a fincere,
dmpartial and laborious appluamn to it, fhould

gcnerall ¥

’
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generally prevail : And tll*ie does, it 1s”as im-
poffible the Smptm ¢i thould be well una’er_/?oad ;
Rnd dll they dre; they are a rule of faith in rame
only. For ’tis not'the words of Scripture, but
the fenfr, which is the rule ; and fo far as ibar is
not uaderflood, {o far the Scristures are not our
ritle, whatever we pretend ; but the finfe that
mlen bave put on them 5 ten fallible as ourfelves,
and who'were by no means fo well furnifh:d, as
the Tearned at prefent are, with the proper helps
to find out the true meaning of Scripture. And
while we take the fenfe of the Scriptures in this
manner upen content, and fee not with our own
eyes; we mfcnﬁbly relaple into the principles of
popery, and give up theonly ground on which we
can juftify our feparation from the ghurch .of
Rome. Twas a right to fludy and judge of the
Scriptures for themfelves, that our firfh reformers
afferted with fo'good effect; and their jucrﬁr;
can defend their adhereace to them, on #o otb;r
principle. A

. If then we are concerned for the fiudy of the
Scriptures, further than in werds; if- we in
caroef} think them the only ruls of faith; let ug
¢ as if we thought fo : Let us heartily encous
nge q[r;; and. impartial fludy of them ; let us
lay alide that malignant, arbitrary, pe;:[uung,
fapx/b fpirit; let us put no fetters on mens un-
dcrﬂandmgs, nor any other bounds to their

Cs enquiries,
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enquiries, but what-Ged and truth have fet. I:.et
us, if we would not give up the proteflant prin-
ciple, that the Scriptures are plain and clear in the .
acceffary articles ; declare mathing to be meceffary,
but what is clearly revegled in them.

Then may we hope to fee the fudy of thefe .
divine books fo happily cultivated by the upitedy:
labours of the learned, when under no difcon-
ragements;; that all may in the main agree in
the true meaning of them. Places that can e
underflocd, they will agree in underftanding alike;
fuch at leaft as are of confequence to the faith,
And for fuch as are too obfeure to be cleared up .
with any ¢ertainty, thofe likewife they will agree..
about, and unanimoufly confefs they are fuch
as no article of faith can be grounded upouy, or .
proved fram. Next to the underftanding a text .
af Scripture, is to know it can’t be certainly.
uwnderftood. When the clear and dark places of.
Scripture are thus, diftinguithed, an unity may._
then reafonably be hoped for among proteffants
in neceffary peints; and a differemce of opinion in..
fuch as are wot meceffary, can have no manner of
ill confequence, nor any way-difturb.the peace of ..
the church ; fince. there will then be nothing.
left in its do&rines, to inflame mens paffions, or
Jeedtheir corrupt interefls, when we are all ggreed-
about what. is effentia/ to religion; and what is.-

net -

3
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nat effintial, is looked on as indifferent, fo that a A
man may take one fide, or the other, ar neither,

or may change, as he fccs realbn, without
offence. :

.Upon the whole, a free and impartial fudy of
the Scriptures, either ought to be encouraged, or
it-ought not. ‘There is no med;um ; and therefore
thwfe who are againft one fide, which ever it be,
are necefarily ¢fponfers of the other. "Thofe who
think it ought mt to be encouraged, will, I
hope, think it no injury to be thought to de-
fend their opinion upon fuch reafins as have
here been brought for it, till” they give detter,
On the other hand, thofe who think thefe rea-
fons inconclufive, and can’t find better; will
find themfelves obliged to confels, that fuch a
ftidy ought to be encouraged; and confequently
muft take care how they are acceflory to fuch .
practices, as in their natural confequence can’t
but tead to its difcouragément; left they come’
into the condemnation of thofe who love darknefs
rather than light, and, for their puoihment, be .
finally adjudged to it. ‘There is in this cafer no .
other medium betwcer' enciuraging and dif ou-
raging, but what there is between lizht and
darknefs. Every degree of darknefs, is a want
of-fo much light; and all want of light, is a
certain degree of darknefs. 'To refufe then a
geeater degree of light, where it can be had ; is

Cs in

1
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in truth to prefer darknefs: Which, in my
humble opinion, can never be reafonable orex-
cufable. Thofe who ate of anather mind,
plainly diffruf? themfelves or their caufe. Which
if it can dear the light, why fhould it not e
fhown in it? But if it cannot, ’tisnot the caufe
of God, or of the Son of God ; for Ged is light,
and in him is no darknefs ; and the Son'of Geod is
the true light, which lighteth tvery man that cometh
in'o the world,
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S THE
'C E N S U R E*'

Of the Lower Houfe of Convocation’ upon
this Boqxc. CG e

T treats of things facred, i a Todicrous
and prophane manner.

2. Tt cafts injurious refie@ions on the fathers
and councils of the antient church.

3. Itinfiouates that the do&rines and articles
of the eftablithed church, are not grounded on
Scripture, but are rather inconfiftent therewith.

4. It reprefents the body- of the clergy as
negle&ing, and the governors of the church as
difcouraging the ftudy of the Scriptures.

5. Itexpofes the difcipline of the church un-
der the notion of perfecution, and invidioufly re-
fle@ts on the laws provided for its fecurity.

[The particalar paffages upon which thefe
_ obfervations are founded, are not referred to.]

s Note, this cenfure of the Convocation upon this
excellent tra®t, was bafely omitted in many fucceed-
ing editions, but is here reflored to fhew the true
Spirit of that body of men. =

Cs
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. A -
LETTTER

Writien by ibe Reverend Mr. John Hales.

- of Eaton, & Archbifbop LAUND, up-
on Occafion - of bis Tra@ concerning.
SCHISM.

Moy it pleafe your Gracs,

HERE AS of late aa abortive dif-

\ ;s ; courfe, indited by me for the ufe of
a private friend, hath, without law-

ful pafs, wandred abroad; and miftaking its
way, is arrived at your Grace's hands; I have-
taken the boldnefs to prefent myfelf before you,
in behalf of it, with this either apology or excufe
indifferently,. being refolved in utramvis aleam,’
to beg either your approbation or. your parden.
For myfelf, I have marvelled, whenoe. a fcrib=
bled paper, dropt from fo worthlefs and incon-
fiderable 3 hand as mine, fhould recover. fo.
much ftrength, as to be able to give offemce..
But I confefs it to'be moft true, that Bellum in-
chaant inertes, fortes finiunt; and a weak hand-
often kindles that fire, which the concourfe of
the whole vicinity cannot quench. 1f therefore
6 any
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any fite can arife out of fo poor a fpark, (which..
F can hardly conceive) I am myfelf here at

hand to pour on*watet,, m - prevent a. farther.
mifchief.

Whatfoqver there is in thatchedule, which
may feem apt to give offence; confifts -either in.
phrafe and manner of expreffion; or in the con-
ceipts, and things themfelves, “there. prefled and
infifted upon. Fer the fir/f -~ - ‘Whofoever hath .
the misfortune to read it, fhall find in it, for
file, fome things over-fami'iar and:fub-yuflick ;.
fome things mare pleafant than needed 3 fome
things more four and fatirical. For thefe, my:
apology ie but this, that your Grace would be.
pleafed to take in confideration, firff, what the.

" liberty of aletter might entice me to.’ Smnd’y,

I1am, by genius, open. and wncautelons; and-
therefore fome: pardon might be afforded to-
karmlefs freedom, and gayety of fpirit, utterly de-.
void of all diftemper and malignity. Thirdly,
fome part of the theme 1 was to touch-upon, was.
(or e 12pR feemed to me) of fo fmakd and incon-
fiderable a moment; and-yet hath raifed that
poife and tumult in the church, that I confefs it
drew from me that ‘indignation which is there
expreffed.. When- Aagaffus the emperor was.

- afked, what was become of his Ajax; (for he

made a tragedy upon the life and fortunes of
that man;) he zn{wcred, incubuit in fpongiam.

For.



62 Tbe Pitlars of PRIESTCRAFT

Eor all thefe things which I have above téuched
upon, my anfwer is, incumbant in fpengiam. And
I could heartily with, (for, in the cafe I am, I
have nothing but geod wifbes to help me) that
they into whofe hands that paper has unluckily
fallen, would favour me fo much as to ﬁmxgz
them out.

" Now concerning the zhings difcuffed in the
pamphlet, I humbly beg leave, before I come tQ
particulars, to fpeak for myfelf thus much in
general. If they be errers which 1 have here
vented, (as perchamce they are;) yet my awill
bath no part in them, and they are but the
ifTues of unfortunate ingmiry. Galen, that great
p}iyﬁcian, fpeaks thus of himfelf, Byw & ix 5:d”
mws Vs, &e. 1 kmew not how {{ays that
worthy perfon) even from my youth up, in a won-
derful manner, whether by divine infpiration, or by
Sfury and poffeffiony or however you may pleaje. ta
Sleity I have much contemned the opinion of the
M4NY; but TRUTH and KNOWLEDGE
, Thave above meafure affelled ; verily pq[uadm‘g
myfel , that a fairer, more dwme fortune, could
never befal @ man.  Some title, fome' claim [
may juftly lay to the words of this excellent
perfon: Far the ‘purfuit of TRUTH hath been
my only care,” ever fince I firft undcrﬁood the
meaning of the word. For this, 1 have forfakea
wl hopes, all frieads, all defires, which mighe
; - biafs
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biafs me, and hinder me from driving right at
what Laimed. For #bis, I have {pent my. mo<
pies, my. means, my youth, my age, asd.all I
have; that I might remove from myfelf that
cenfure of Tertnllian, Sue vitio guis guid ig-
moret. If with all this coft and pains, my pus-
chafe is but error 3 1 may fafely fay, to err hath
coft me more, than it has many to find .the
truth: And truth itfelf fhall give me this. tefti-
rony at laft, that if I have miffed of her, it is
hot my jbult but my misfortune.

Havmg begged your Grace's pardon for this
Frgiavroroysa, (peradventure unfeafonable ;) L
will take liberty to confider of the things them~ -
Jelves difcufled in the pamphlet. And firfh, -
howfoever I have mifcaft fome parcels of my ac-
count, yet 1 am moft certain that the total fum
is right; for it amounts to no more than that
precept of the apoftle——As far as it is poffible,
Bave peace with all men.  For this purpofe, hav-
ing fummoned up fundry occafions of SCHIS M,
and valuing them with the beft judgment I- -
could; I ftill ended with advice to all poffible
accommodation and communion, owe only excepted,
Now certainly there could be no great harm in
the premifes, where. the mn’uf fan was nothmg
qlﬁ: but peacer -

P

Oue
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One of the ancient grammarians, delivering .
the laws of a comedy fomewhat fcrupuloufly,
thought Non poffe Ferrum nominare in Comedid,
ne-tranfeat in Tragediam ; that to name a fivord:
in'a comedy, was enough to fright it into a tra-
gedy.  The very theme 1 handled, caufed me to-
fall on words of diffention and moife and rumult,
and firr: Yet I hope it is but an unneceffary.
fear, that the laft fcene being peace, the dif-
courfe "will prove any. other than comical.

To touch upon every jaring firing in-it, were
too much to abufe jour Grace’s patience, of
which once already you have been fo extraor-
dinary liberal unto me.. All that may feem to lie
open to exception, I.will comprize under fwo
beads 3 within compafs of which, all other pet-
ty and inferior matters will" eafily fall. The
firfl; concerns my carriage~towards antiquity ;
the fecond, towards authority: Againft both
which, I may be fyppofed to trefpafs. For the-
firfi, Lam thought to have been too fbuip in -
cenfuring antiquity, beyond - that - good. refpec?
which is:due unto it. -In this point, my error, .
if any be, {prang from this; that taking a<ions
to be the fruit by which men are to be judged,
Tiudged of the pexfns by - their ac?ions, and not>
of attians by the perfons from whom they pro-
qedcd. For, to judge of actions, by perfins and-

Nm(.f)

~
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times, | have abways taken-it to beunoft-wmaras
ral. Hence it is, that having no good comesit -
(for I will fpeak the truth) of -eur rule by which:
we celebrate the faaft of Eafler.; (Firft, becaufe .
tis borrowed of AMofes, without -any.warrang: .
for ought I know: Seondly, becaufe it is of 7s
afe3 for, which .way is the fervice of ‘God or.
manany jot more. advanced by making that fealt :
wander betwixt day .and day, than by fixing it
ononc known day ? Thirdly, becaufe jt is.obfcure .
and intricate, few {cholars acquainting themfelyes. .
therewith, and there being nothing more ridi-
celous than Difficiles Nuge, ufclefs. .intricacies..
and obfcurities:) I could not with patience -
fpeak gently of thofe, who. ufed. fo fmall and
contemptible an occafion, to the great diftur-
bance and rending of the churches; and, in -
maintenance of a %y and fimple ceremsny which.-
itis no way beneficial to preferve, to.fall into .
that errory thag which themfelves every where:
telt us there can fearcely any ‘be maré. da.nge-,
rous.

Whercas in one .point, fpeaking of church-
authority, I bluatly added, [which is meme;] 1 -
moft acknowledge it was wncautionfly fpoken ;
and, being taken in o generality, is falle; tho’
as it .refers to the occofion which there I fall,.
upon, 'ts (as I think I may fafely fay) moft true.

Fer ..



.68  Tbhe Pillars of Pr1esTCRAFT
For church-autherily, that is; anthority refiding
iti ecclefiaftical perfons, i either of Yurifdithiw
itt church coufes, and matter of fail; or of deei-
S in point of cdarch quefliors, and - difpstable
opinion.  As for the firfl; in church.canfes or
amatter of fafl, ecclefiftical perfons in cafes of
their ‘cognizance have the fume autho ity as any™
others have, to whom power of jurifdiion is
committed. TFheir confifories, their courts, their
diterminations, frand upon as warrantable evi-
dence, as the decifions of other benches and courts
do. Tcountin point of decifion of churb-quef-
tions, if I fay of the authority of the church, that
it was mons 3 1'know no adverfary that E-have,
the church of Rome only excepted. -For this
cannot be true, excepy we make the. church jadge
of comtrovegfies ; the contrary ta which, we gene:
sally maintain again{t that church. Now- it
plaioly appears, that upon this occafion I fpake
it: For, beginning to {peak of fchifm arifieg by
reaforr of ambiguous opinion, . I brought ia
pakedly thofe words which gave occafion-.of
effence; which if I had {pokea with due quali.
fication, I had not erred atall.. Again, whéreas
I did o plainly deliver mylelf De Origine De-
mynis, and denied it to be founded either in ma-
tare or in réligion, I am very wel conitent ‘v
pet off the decifior of this point till Elias combes:
In the mein time, whether it be tru¢ or faife,
' - lex



..gnd QrTHODOXY fhaken. - €

ek it pafs for my miftake; for. ’tis. but a:poia¥
of mere fpeaulation, which we fall-upon whenr
-we ftudy driffetie’s politicks ; and in common:
life and ufe, hath no place at all.  For autherity
isnot woot to difpute ; and it goes but lazily om,
when it muft defend itlelf by argument in the
fchools. Whether dominion in Civilibus, or in
Sacris be xvigi5 &¢c. or comes in by divine right,.
it congerns them to look to, who have dominion
committed 10 them. To athers, whofe duty it is-
to obey, (and to myfelf above all, who am beft
conteiited to live and die a poor and private
ma,) it is a fpeculation meerly ufelefs. Our
Savipur queflions not Herod's or Augufius’s
tide ; and confefled that Pilate had his power
Jxom above ; which yet we- know came but by
delegation from Tiberius Cefar. Let titles of
Honoutr and dominion, go as the providence of
God will have; yet quiet: and peaceable men
will not fail of their obedience. No more will I,

" of ought: {o be that God and gosd confecience com-
‘mansd not the contrary. A higher degree of
duty, I do not fee how any man can demand at
my bands. For whereas the exception of geod
confcience, founds not well with many men ; be-
canfe oftentimes under that form, pertinacy and
wilfulnfs is fofpeled to couch itfelf : In this
cafg, it concerns every. man fincerely to know.
the sruth of his own heart, and fo accordingly
T o
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te determine of his own way, whatfocver the-

judgment of his fuperiors be, or whatfeever svent -
befal him. For fince in cafe of confcience, many:-
times there is a neceflity to fall either into the:

bends of men, or into the hands of Ged; of thefe.

two, whether is the beft, I lcave every partico~

lar man to judgé. Oanly I will add thus muchs .
It-is a fearful thing to trifle with confcience ;- For-

moft affuredly, according uato. it .a .man.thalk
fand or fall at the Jaft.

One thorn morc theres isy which: I would, if'f
might, pull out of the foot of him, who fhaik.»
tread upon that paper.  For, by reafon-of a paf-«-

fage there, wherein I fharply tatked gpifiopal.
ambition, 1 have been fulpeted by fome, iato -

whofe hands that fchedule fell : before ever it~
came to’your Grace’s view, that in myheart 1did =
fecretly lodge a malignity againdt-the epifcopal or--
der, and thiat, under pretence of taxing the ga---
tients, T fecretly lathed at the: prefent: times,-
What obedience I owe unto epifcopal jurifdiction, -
1 have already plainly and fincerely opened uato--
your Grace ; and my-truft is, you da belitve me :
So that in thatregard, I intend to fay no mere ;-
and the very confideration of the things them-
Jelves which there I fpeak of, frees me from ail
fufpicion of fecret gliding at the prefent.  For I
{pake. of fchifms. mﬁng cither out of plurality of -

bithops -
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‘bifhops 1a one diocefs, or fuperiority-of bithops
in fondry diocefles : Bith thefe are flrangers to
-ours, and proper to the antient times; the fir/t
arifing from the unrulinefs of the. people, in
whofe hands in thofe times the.nomination of
‘bithops was ; the other, from fomewhat (whe-
ther good or bad I know not) in' the princes then
hwing, who left the bifhops to themfelves, (a=
mong whom fome there were no better than
-other men,) and took mo keep of the antient
-canons of the church, ‘by which the limits, or-
ders, and preeminences of all dioceffes and pro-
vinces were fet. Butour times have feen a prof-
sperous change ::For the:nomination of bifhops.
(which was fometimes in the pegple) is now moft
happily devolved into-the prince’s hand, togetheg
with the care of the prefervation of the bounds
of bithops fees, and antient titles of precedency.
‘So that now, fince that happy change, for well
near one kundred years, we have had no experi-
-ence of any fuch miforders; neither are we
‘likely bereafter to fear any; {o long as fo geod, fo
-moderate, {o gracious a royal hand fhall hold the
ftern : which God grant may be citherin him,
or his,~till times be no more,






A
SERIOUS ENQUIRY

INTO THE

USE and IMPORTANCE
" OF

‘External Religion.

OCCASIONED BY

Some Paffages in the Right Reverend the
<Lord BISHOP of DURHAM?s

Charge to the Clergy of that Diocq/&,

At his Lordfhip’s Primary Vifitation in the
Year MDcCLIL

Humbly addreffed to bis Lordfbip..

I cannot but hold trath more ancient than error;
every thing to be firmeft upon it’s own bottom’; and
all novelues in the church to be beft confuted by
fhewing how far they caufe it to deviate from the
firft original. TwyspEN’s Hifd. Vindication of the
Charch of EncrLanp.

Firft printed in the Year 1752, -
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Part of a Letter written to the Auth.r, rela-
tive to the futje? of thefe papers.

fidered Mr. #Warburton’s * comment,

I Have, as you recommended to me, con--
on 1 Tim. iv. 8, and agree with him

‘that the bodlily exercife there fpoken -of has're-

ference to the ritual obfervances of the Fews ; but
whether to thofe aline, as that learned gentle-,
man’s argument feems to me to require, Iam,
ot {o clear. :

There are two conftruions of the words-
7pos ehiyov, cithet of which will indeed imply
that no other but Fewifp exzmﬁfs are there
intended.

. The word xgorou may be underltood,’
and then the fenfe will b, as in the margin of
our tranflation, for a lirtle time, that is to fay,
for o long, and no longer than the Mofuic in-
flirute continued in force. Or,

2. Heo; oAtyov may mean in fome degr”, that -
; fo far dsbadsly exertile has the promife of Mis

: * Dmnc Leg:mon, book v. fe&. 6. Fage 470, of
the fecond edition.

VOL. IV, b e,

t .
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Bfi} Thefotircrimfances;. put -of all:'dokbe;
-syinkiei this ‘bodily urmvyi pacnllnm-tlnff-#
~w stit

Bu; then, if tlie pnﬁéblmji of rm;al dﬁnu
.4nces Was to detetmine with that part of the
law vhnch enjoined fh:m, or if it was to«d'g,
Vhen the promxfe of this kife was fnper{ndqq by
the better promifes of the gofpel (as ”W]L
the cafe, if the apofticds to be vnderftood as’
above) I camnot fee the resfon why “<.there
& sinfl meeds be fome [ritual ebfsrounces] vnder
s the ‘gofpcl "wherever there is 4 Chriflan
« church,” as Mr. /. bolds ; unlefs fuch ob-; -
'fcmncu are enlm' dcmed, N T

e ) I‘rom fomc plain and pofitive mﬁmmon of
dmnc appointment ; fince, if fuch things arcme
W fnjixablc by any virtue naturally belong-
qg* to them, md have sone, fo ddcd by
dixips amhomy,, 1he Chuﬁun cbnrch an have
80, redfon for.enjoining, them ¢ in’ tht, a{q ﬂm
Chyiftian <hurch, tmbnq ﬁr ld?rmq I& ~oye.
maydments. of men, 3 ﬁll mto condcmpa-
ton. Or, : o

2) lfmm&b-gﬁdnm,h they mose
orfemr, in the Chriftisn church be’ dqul
from fome gmnl expedience In the 1hings them~
Iclvu(aslmmdmed to underftand the

apolie’s
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spoftiv’s 'words) shese: may then be left fome
soom'. for humas injonclicas of the- ritnal kisel;
limited by tbe afe of edifying : Buk thon we
muft take the bedily exercife here meatiosed in
a ‘lht‘ger fenfe, and not underftand it of the

y ordinances exclufive of others; ‘ud
J!:eﬂxer thac will foit the interpretaion Mr:.
F'gnvesof the lattet patt oftﬁe'erl'é, l'ac!
nol? quite fadsfied.

" ¥ expe& you will fay thatMr W by fitnl
oblervances in the Chriftian church, mu be'
wederflood of fach as are appointed in the
gofpely the divine wildom being the beft judge
of what is cither neceffary or expedient for the'
church in any period; and, I fuppofe, when
'wc meet, you will afk me for fome account of
this general expedience 1 talk of.——For Mr. W
Ipmend not to anfwer; and for myfelf’ thait
only ' offer, ‘¥hat poﬂibly there may ‘be fm
lffhmentality'in homan' sites towards edifis’
aitiohl; in&’tlm fuch inftrumentality ‘may be!
vﬂiﬁca by thicit effits and operations upon’

pitticotii ‘petons, though you and I may !m'e
no experience of the like.

*"‘B OWB, nonons Yof thh h’:
oxce are but ve obfcnre and” confufedy’
’gﬁ"s"{,“ ! "“'d(‘ C 1ghtcncﬂ by thé eﬁnfcop‘a‘l

v dloga " charge .
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charge you mentioned. te me fome time ago,
and which ‘wae put into my hands this morn.
iog, with  a' very high charadler, by my
ncighbour Mr., ® *®®,  Perhaps his lord-
fhip’s do&trine might have the /sfs weight with
me,: for having b much in the adverfaris
foale, . .0 SR

* Febroary 7th, 1752.

[P
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A Scnous Inquxry, é’@"c.

MY LORD"

“HEN I firft perufed your lordfhip’s

charge, 1 could not but think fome
paflages in’it, particularly in the 13th and the
three following pages, liable to many Juﬁ ob~
jeQions, '

My conjetture was, that the papifts, ever
watchful .to coudtenance their fuperftition, by,
poiating out the remnantsof it yet unpurged out -
of our church, and to make their advantage of
the conceflions of fome of our unwary divines,
would cerrainly lay their finger upon what your
lordfhip has advanced concerning the import-
ance of external veligion,

Still this was but my conjeCture, which alene’
would never have afforded me fufficient reafons
for troubling your lordfhip or the public on any
occafion: But having now the misfortune to find -
them verified by a {irenuous recommendation’ of
this very charge from a zealous and bigotted pa-
pift to a worthy proteftant gentleman (both in
my own neighbourhaod) your lordthip and the

* The lord bithop of Durban, to whom this letter

 was addrefled, was s, 7./epb Butler.

D 3 reafon-~
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reafoirible part of the public will, I troft, excufe
e fér-dropping all:other refpe@s but what are
due o’ my religion ind allegiance, tll I have
freely declared my fentiments of the dangerous
tendency of your lordthip’s doltrine contamed
in the paffages above referred to.

-Your Jordtip, haviag told your clergy, p. 1 3.

“-‘That their chief bufinefs is to endeavour to
“ beget a praftical fenfe of religion upon the
¢¢ hearts of the people, as what they acknowledge
“¢ their ‘belief of, and profefs they ought to con-
< form themfelves to,” proceeds to fay, < and
¢¢ this is to be done by keeping up, as we are
& able, the form and face of religion with de-
<« ¢ency and reverence, and iz fuch a degree as
¢ to bring the thomghts of religion ofien ta
% their minds ; and then endeavouring to make
¢¢ this form mere and more fubfervient to pro-
¢ wote the reality and power of it.”

Tho’ your lordfhip’s expreffion in this paflage
is not very clear, yet the fubfequent parts of the-
difcourfe lea® us to underfland your: lordthip
here of the clergy’s endcavours in their publie
miniftrations : and thereupon to remark, that the
clergy of the church of Englend have no way
of kecping up the form and face of religion any
ofimer, or in any otber degree, than is diretted by
the prefcribed osder of the church; nor can they,

I ap.-

-
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T apprebend, contsive 10. make, tbis fgrm more or
kfs fablervient to promete the, rnaelity- and pewer
sf religion, beyond the commex-gperation of the -
form itfelf: and what that may be we fhall have
occafion-to confider by and by. . .

There are indeed fome methods of keeping up:
the form and- facs of religion in. zfe with-fome
¢lergymen of: our church (tho’, I think, bytfew)
which are not prefcribed-in our eftablithed ricaals
fuch as, bowing to the Eaf, turning the face
1o thai quarter- in-repeating the creeds, dipping
Mie finger in water, and' therewith croffiag the
child’s forehead in baptifm ; and fome others of
the like fort : But, that your lordfhip means to
encourage any thing of this kind by the degrer;
in which yon would kave this form and face of
religion made more and more jubj:rvmxt, &c i

cannot be perfuaded.

A late eminent and pious prelate, well fkifled'
in"the ritual of the church of England, hath told-
us that - aitho’ our-church claims a power (in.
* common with other national churches) 12 or-;
** dain, change, and abslifb ceremontes or rites, or-
¢ dained only by man’s authirity, fo that all things:
“be deme 1o edifying [art. 34.] yet of this edic:
““fying the does not allow or make any 4ifbepy,
¢S garfon, ot cyrate to be the judge, but has tied
“ thew, down 40 certain rules e the.rwbrics of :

e ‘ D 4, ¢ the.
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¢ the common- prayer, which are alfo now qbn-
« firmed. by the laws of the land—Whofoever
¢¢ does /¢fs [than is prefcribed in thefle rwbries]
4¢ is an offender ; whoever does more, is an inne-
“ gatsr, and does it without authority, and is
< fitter to be punifhed than followed *,” &a.

‘But, as T have little inclination, and lefs au-
thority, to put a conltrution upon your lord-
fliip’s words inconfiltent with fo plain’a ftate of
thé cafe, for no better reafon than becanfe I
cannot underftand them myfelf in any other, I
am obliged to leave them under their prefent
ambiguity, and pafs on to fomething more in-
telligible, -

“The form of religion,” continues. your
Xior)d[hip, “ may indeed be where there is little
¢ of the thing itfelf ; but the thipg itlelf can-
*“ not ‘be pre{erved amongﬁ mankind withoat
¢ the form.”

" Which may be very true if your lordthip
mcans the Pagan, the Mahimetan, the Roman
‘Catholick thiog called religion: Take away the
form from the religion of any of thefe, and you
effeCtually deftroy the rfing itfelf : But, furely,
your lordthip, on fecond thoughts, will nat ex-

- wend this maxim to the Chriftian religion.
. ' )

® Bp. Fleetwood’s works, fol. 1797, p. 722. .

The



asd Oa'rnonaxv ﬁakm;. 81

The Chriftian religion was revealed- and dif<
petifed, as we are taught, to malke mankind happy
Doth here and heredfter ; we are farther taugiit
that the circumftances of " this religion, without
the fpirit or power of it, will have no efficacy to
procure this happinefs | Now one or more parti-
cular chriftians maybe fo fituated that they ran-
not have the berefit of the form [the public form,
of which your lerdfhip is now fpeaking.] Ap- -
ply your lordfhip’s premiffes to the cafe of fuch

people, and the confequence will be, that thcy
can have no religion amongft them. -

How different are the fentiments of the. grcat
and good archbithop Tilletfon. His opinion was,
that a man may be a very religious and good
chriftian, ¢ who quietly, and witheut any neife
¢¢ and buffle minds the fub/iantial parts of religion,
¢ and is truly devoted towards Gop, juft and
¢ peaceable, and charitable towards men ; meck
¢ and homble and patient, Kkind and friendly
¢¢ even to thofe that differ from him.” — Yet
fuch 2 one, he tells us, ¢ fhall hardly efcape
¢ being cenfur’d for a lukewarm, formal, moral
¢ man deftitute of the grace of Gop and of the
¢¢ power of godlinels * "> — Bat why cenfired ?

why

® Sermons, 8vo. elit. 1753, pag. 4645, vol. X,
H’et down this juft as | find it prinied, but cannct

~how the word [formael] got into che fenteace,
ldare fay the m:hbaﬂgp did not put it there, as for-

5 - meuy
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why forne reakon bmaginable nolefs if ig=-% Bon
“roanfe the: powoer of godliachs cannot be.prefer~
% yed-among8 mankind  without: thc fmm ;ndr
“.circomflancesof i6” -

But.l m afra:d your. lomd!lup will have a

grutcr authority ftill to encounter, even our blef~

fed Saviour himfelf, between whom and a certain
woman.of Samaria thére was once fome difcour(e
coneerning this very point, vix. Ther ive

¥iue.of the form and pewer of religion: Our’
T.ord's words are remarkable, Jgsus faith unta

ety WWoman, belive me, the bour cameth, when yo
. Jball neither in this moustain, nor yet at Jerufalem,
worfbip the Fgther. Yewer/bip ye bnow notwhas
[i. evaccording to your own iventions J, we £now

what we-wokfbip ; for falbation is of the Jews. But.

#be lour cometh, aird now is, when the true wer-
LoippersBail worbip ths Father [not at Férufalem,
or in this or that mountain, but} in SPIRIT ard
sn TRUTH; ﬁr the Fatber fecketh fuctt to worhip
bim. ‘Gopis aSPIriT, and thy that werfip
Him; moft worflip in SPrriT and in Trurs,
John iv. 21, &

€an your. lordﬂup pick yom'kpfopoﬁmn,‘wz.
« That the thing itfelf [REL1IGION] cannot be.

ma :1; helongs to-the chara@er oppofite to that-heis .

here defaibing ; and. indeed is itfelf oppofite- t@t\e
‘other cmol mgmach there mentioned.

oo - p;efcmd

P E—)
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“ preferved attiong mankind without the farm,””
oatiaF thefe words, or out of any-othdr words
ih shewowteftament # Do.thoy ndpravher moft*
evidently and exprefly.decliire that true religian
fhall be preferved, and true wor/bxpm [ought and -
accepted by Gop. without' any regau-d to forms
at a0 b

'Yonr ]ordﬁup probably may- ﬁggdlf(what
NBis’ oﬁenbccn faid and repeated upon:ocafion
of handling this fubjec¥) that * it is the utmolt
¢ extravagance and enthafiafm to fuppole- that -
& our Saviour intended to.exclude al forms from .

% religion, feeing that he.himfelf inftitated fuwe
“ forms at leaft.”” —~To.which I anfwer:

_x. That the formé infituted by our Samonr, '
are one thing, and the face and form of religion, .
fpoken of by your lordfhip, quite gmother ; if it -
is not fo, your lordthip thould have told us. If
your lordfhip only means, * that the svangekical *
s¢ thing called ‘religion, cannot be preferved :
¢t amopgft ‘mankind - without the evangelical
< forms,” furely it was very- needlefs to refer -
to the Heathens, the Turks, and -the fnpyfa it .
this bchalf I anfwer : : )

21 receive and comply with the forms -mﬂx~
hﬁed ‘by Chrif, with the atmoft reverence ; and -
far. th; xcﬁ 1 am of opinion with the excellent :
e D6 prelate.z



8; Tk Billars of PrissTeRArT
prefite afready’ cited, viz. ™ Wemultvaotbe
%" fude; nor do'any thing that is naturally inde-
* cent in the worthip of Gon; this asthority
s¢ fhould reflrain; but farther than this, 1-doubt
¢ not but the gofpel hath left us free®> Bat
what is it torbe kft fiee in this refpe&t,-but juft
to pay lefs or more regard to human forms, a%
we are inclired, without laying any ftrefs upan
them, or giving them any impsrtance, in the af-
fair of religion ? But to anfwer more pun&u-
ally:

T very much queftion whether your lord-
fhip’s pofition will be found true; even tho’ the
forirs inftituted by our Lord himfelf fhould be
taken into theaccount. -Wehave among us, as -
your lord(Lip knows, a feét of neminal chriftians
called Quakers, who make ufe of oeither of the
two forms above mentioned. Will your lord-
fhip fay that thefe mea ¢ have no religion pre-
s¢ {erved amongft them 2 It is more than I dare
affirm, becaufe they tell me very ferioufly that
*“ihey have a gpiritual baptilm, and a fpiritual
‘¢ commuaion, by which theyare firmoly perfuad.
¢t ed they fulfil the command of Chrift as effec~
¢ tually as we do, who pradife the formal rites
¢¢ according ta the verbal inflitution.” Is which,
tho’ I think they are miftaken, and that I could

s

® Jbid.-vol. VIII pag. 37185
- dif
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mf':.eve themy yet I dare ot condema thym, as
1 ceftainty:fhould do by faying that they have
no religion preferved amongft them. To their
own mafter they moft ftand or fall for me. Inthe
mean time I obferve among the members of this

fociety much ferionfnefs of deportment, bene-

wolence of heart, and a fobriety and circum-
fpeQtion in their manners and converfation, not
only extremely edifying in itfelf, but extremely
full of tacit reproach to certain chriftians with
more religious forms. All this they afcribe to the
influence and operation of the good fpirit of
God, agreeably to the Scripture-accounts: And
if among this people (who have too their religi-
ons worfhip in public affemblies) there is me
religion preferved, we muft, I verily think, abide
no longer by the gofpel-rule, but judge both
men and things hereafter not by their fruits, but
by their _forms.
Your lordfhip, having ftated this neceffaryand
efleatial connexion between the firm of religion
and the thing itfelf, goeson to fay: “ And this
¢ form frequmtly occurring, in fome inftance or
" other of it, will be a frequent admonition to bad

¢ men to repent ; and to good men to grow bet- .

“¢ter; and alfo be a means of their doing fo.”
pag. 14« -

Hardly,
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Hardly, my lord, if the good archbithop vox
derftood the gafe, who fyys thegofpel left us f;ec
[as above] ¢¢ 4 the end ghat the /i we are tied
¢ ta :kaa!oégwanm, the more intent we thould
«be upon the. Piritzal and. [ubfiantial parts of
¢ religion, the, conformiag ourfelves 1o the
¢ mind and will of Gon, endeavouring to belike
¢ unto Gop, and to have our few/s and fpiriis .
“ engaged in thofe duties we perform to him :*® -
Wehich certainly was no good policy in the gofe -
pel, if the form and face of religion has a tenden- "
cy to beget a. praftical fenfe of it upon mens .
hearts : and a greater-tendency in proportion to
the frequent occurrence of this face or form in
Jome inftance.or. other in it i..e. if.id every.
fuch occurrence it is an admonition to bad men:.
to repent, &c. Bad.men are fo greatly indifpof- .
ed to put themfelves in the way . of fuch.admoni- -
tians, or to apply them, whenever or however
they occur, that it feems quite neceffary they
fhould be tied.to them, whenever thcu' opgra- .
tions are Jo promifing. _

And therefore, if, as archbi(hop TIlcfﬁn hath‘:
ftated the cafe, men are lf? free as ta the. face
and ﬁrm of religion, the prefumption. feems to.
b, that the face and ﬁrm of religion is eitheg
whotly void of, or at leaft much lefs connected .
with-the fpirit and powver.of it; than you: lord:. .
fhip’s do&rine would make it, s

% lbid. E
5 b . Nar;‘x




For Indebd wilt ie'bé foliad, Wpéh etaryiha-.
Nod, that the ardbiftiop, Wit alf mitrepie:
ferted. the gofpel in vhis mateer, ' v
_From-out Eord we learn how apt thie religé-
ous firms, doéirines, and traditions, of men are to

‘make the commandments of GoD- of no offesr,

Motth. xv.- 1—21. Mark vit: 1, &c. From Se.
Paul; that obfervances of this kind had, inftead .
of forwarding, greerly obflructed his miniftry a-
mong the Galatians, chap. iv. 9; 105 11. and ia
his epiftle to the Colsffians, chap. iis 20, 21, 22.
"Phe fame apoftle fpeaks of ordinances afier the
commandments and dolleines of men, as means and
expediants. of men fiving in the.world : that isy
living a mere carnal and fecalar life.® -

*- I am not forgetfol that our divines, in their con-
troverfy with:-the diffenters about. ceremonies, have
alledged, that the forms and ceremonies abalithed ar
condemned by Chbrift and bis, apoftles, were either,
1, Such as were rudimentalor elementary, andpeculiar
to - the Mafaic fyftem : or 2. Such as were in them-
fclves idolatrous or at Jeaft fuperflitious: But if it is
confidered what a variety of forms are fpecified in the
feveral paflages commonly referred to; as wain 18pe-
titionr, long prayers, long garments, wabing of cupi,
confecrated gifts, obferwation of days, abfiinence from
mears, ec. it may not perhaps be fo eafy to avail ‘oar-
felves of this diftin&tion as is commonly imagined*:
For my own part, I have always confidered the, re.
proof in the gofpel'as extending to mere human doc.
trives and commandments refpe&ing religion.in ge

-meral: if I'am wrong (which 1s very pofijble) I will

be thankful to him who will fet me righe,
.. - To.
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"* To this agrees the experience of reafonabie men
‘mall agesand countries, both before and, finca
the promulgation of Chriftianity, who have ob-
ferved that the aumber, veriety, and frequent oc-
scurrence.of forms in religion have been coaﬁda,

ed by the generality w8 commutations or compaofi-
tions for their vices and inigyities ; as fomething
fulyimmd in lieu of repentance, and difpenfing,
from time to time, with the 1hing itfelf : Agd
accordingly, ever fince the gofpel hath confirm-
ed this obfervation by its- fuperior evidence,
‘wife, and good, and reafonable men have com-
plained of the mamber and frequency of forms in
religion, as loads and incumbrances upon. trug
Chriftian edification ; and not feldom intimated
_that they were too often fnares and traps to the
fecular and fecure finner, as well as fometimes
to better men ; teaching them to depend upon
a virtue, and expet an influence from forms,
which (as they have it not) they canaot impart.
How things may be altered fo, as to make this

a feafinable doltrine ooly at certain times, as

your lordflfip hath thought fit to fuggeft, pag.
16. we fhall have occafion to confider when that
paffage comes to be examined in its courfe,

Your lordfhip’s next obfervation is, thap
¢ That, which menhave accounted religion in
* the feveral countries in the world, generally

8 ‘ ¢ {peak~
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< fexkings has bad.a.greas aad conficucus purt
i all public appearances, and the face of it beon
¢¢-Kept up with great reverence throughout ail
‘¢ ranks fronr the higheft to the lowett ; not only
¢ upon occafional folemnities, but alfo in- the
 daily courfe of behaviour.”

" In giving inftances of this, it is remarkablé
that your lordfhip has only mentioned the an-
cient-Pagan, the Mabometan, and the Roman-ca-
raolick religions, wholly omitting the Fewifs,
which undoubtedly had as great and as wrfpuuou:
a part, as well in all public appearances as in'all
ordmary tranfallions, as any of them. Now;
had your. lordthip fpecified, or In the gentleft
terms referred, to the great and confpicuous parts
of the Mofaic inftitute, it muft have immediates
ly occured to the hearer or the reader, that thefe
great and confpicuous parts wére aGually and
exprefly abolithed by Cbrif?, and his difciples
enjoined from thenceforward to lay the great
firefs of religion upon worﬂnppmg Gopin [pm{
lnd in irmb.

" It is true, your Iordﬁnp, at a convenient di-
ftance, has made mentiorr of the F.ws, botia

t manner, and with what propriety, (hall be
ﬁonﬁdercd by and by

I K°-the mean time, my lord, permit me to

tﬂ!, whit fellowthip hath Chritt with Belial, the
, Turky
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Turk, or the Pope ? Hardly fo much ds-he.bad
with Adefes. What help then can your lord-
fhip’s argument receive from thefe inftances,
unlefs your lordfhip could prove that the forms
in thefe three fyftems had and have a greater
tendency to beget pratical religion in the Keart,,
or were more effeCtual admonitions to bad men
to repeat, or to good men to grow better, than
the forms in other rituals ? How the’cafe flands
in that refpeQ, let us now inquire.

«In the heathen world their faperftition was
‘¢ the chief fubject of ftatuary, fculpture, paint-
- o ing and poetry. It mix’d.itfelf with bufinefs,
¢ civil forms, domeftic entertainments, and
s¢ every part of common life.”

Good my lord, what s all this to us Chrifti-
ans 2. Will any man fay to us, Go ye and do like-
wile? Should* a mafguerade in the FHay-mariet
be advertifed in honour of the nativity, or a balt
at Rane'agh to commemorate the &fcenfion, what
would be thought of your lordthip’s bench:if
they did not to a man remonfirate loudly againft
it? A traveller would bhardly now a days be
deemed woid -of {uperftition, even by the mo-
derate papilts, who thould pack up among his
neceflaries a crucifix or 2 madona of exquifite
ulpiuse, with a defign to pay his devotions sa.

- it
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Ir:6mfuch folemnities a3: mighe fall out durisg
h‘isiomq * ? ’ . PR

All, therefore, that, I conceive, your lordfhip
can build upon this fa&, is, that < though the
* sites themfelves were fuperftitious, yet might
* they ftill have a good effet in bringing the
“ thoughts of religion to mens minds, .and in
* being fubfervient to promote the reality and
« power of it,” To which I would humbly
anfwer : )

_ 1. That the reality and power of heathenifm
was little worth promoting by a7y means: and
what the philofophy of thofe times and couatries
contributed towards the bettering of the human
heart, was founded upon principles (as I doubt
not but your lordthip wery well knaws) which.

®: Morent mibi babeo, quequs eam. fimubackrum ali~
enjus. Bei inter libellos condirum geflare 5 cique diekus
Eepis Thure &5 Mero & aliquands FiBimis fujp icare 5
fays Apuleius, [Apolog. pag, 296. Lugd. Bat. 1623]
at a time when paganifm had received its finifhin

touches from the refining Platonifts. 'Fhe-leame§
Mr. Warlurien has fuggeiled, on very competent evi-
dence, that Apx eius’s adverfary was a Chriftian ; this
evidenee is founded on the remarkable contraft be-
tween the two men in point of reverence for religious
Jarms ;3 the ufe and valpe of which a whole college
of ¥ fuits could pot fet forth with more elegance,
~ perunance, or colour of reafon, than is done in this

apelogy. - :
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derive litile honosr to the popular religion and
forms of worfhip.

2. That I am very credibly informed by the
teftimony of St. Pau/and St. Peter, that the
heathen fuperftition had no fuch good effect,
“The former of thefe apoftles, writing to the
_Efbeﬁam, {ays that the unconverted Gentiles sualéy
¢d in the vanity of their minds, baving the undems
Sanding darkened, being alienated from the LiFm
OF Gob, through the ignorance that was in.them,
becasfe of the blindnefs of their heart: and that
being pafi feeling, they gave themfelves over unto
lafeivios fnefs, to work all uncleannefs with gndm
- wefs, Chap. iv, 17, 18, 19+ oo

* And left it thould be thought that thefe Gen-
files might be no regular obfervers of forms, tha
fame apoftle fpeaking of other Gentiles who were
carried away anta dumb idols, even as they were
fed (thatis to fay, who were under all the in-
fluence of idolatry, and confequently parties in
all the forms and fuperftitions of it) fays of
them, that they were fornicators, adultcrers, cf-
Sfeminate, abufers of themfelves with mankind,
thieves, covelous, drunkards, revilers, extortioners,
1 Cor. xii. 2..and chap. vi. 9, 10, 11.

. The time pafi of our life, {ays St. Petef, auy
J fu us to bave wrought the will of tke Gentdr:s,L

N

PR when




-of wrwogivpers, it is wogrvoumus; and Cur
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wiben ®- we walked it lafeivioufuefs, lfls, exceft of
ine, revellings, banquetings, and abomtinable Inok
LATRIES : Wherein they think it firange that you
sun not wish-thom tv.be fame excefs vj‘rm. X Pet.
Chap. iv. 3, 4.

This teflimony of the apoftle Pe_ter is the

more confiderable, as it proves that thefe Gen-
tlles were not only under no reftraints m‘thefé
eriminal excefRs from the forms of their owd
religion, but even wondered there thould be atty
other religion, which prohibited the fame fort of
licentioufnefs : and. this was indeed a refle@ion
that would naturally occur to thofe, who laid g
much firefs on the form and face of what they
accounted religion, as to mix it with dufinefs, ci-
vil forms, diverfions, &c. So much of the facg
and form could have no other effe& but to ex-
tinguith the fpirit and _power of rehgmn, even,
where the principles of it were much better. ..
* Thereis np reafon for tranflating this

ae walked ; nﬁxe participle m'rogtg mpax&g:ntr
agrees with nus than' with iy am{' Pefer Wmie

never thus walked: and tho’ the apoftle might cenv

defcend to rank himfelf with thofe who had in fome
degree awrought the avill of the Gentiles heretofore,,

yet would lie hardly charge himfelf with thefe fpeci-

fical crimes. It would therefore, perhaps, be betset’
to render it indefinitely, who beve avslied : in the
Bafil edition of the Greek Teftament, 1 5413 » inftead,
celieus, (per-
Japs on better aathority) hath put this amiong his
various readings. If this latter is the trog reading,
ﬁxe -waltmg is limited to the Geatiles only. L
ct
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_.Let s saw feerwhether whnt the Afabeste-
taws scouns eckigion does, any :mase for thear,
«¢ They,” your lordip obferves, ¢ are obliged
“ w0 ﬂwtdcvnuons five times between: moming
« and cvening.”

To this obfervauon I will take the lnberty to
fubjoin larger ‘portrait of this peaple and their
religion, drawi by the hind of a moft elegant,,
candid and fenfible wmer, aod 2 g:k:gyman of.
the chnrch of E wgland.

. @ Thr fthe Mokometar] rehgnon is ﬁamcd
¢ 40 keep up great outward gravity and foldm:
supity, without begetting the leaft tib&ure bf’
- lwifdom of virtue ‘id "the” mind. “You malf’
ec ave ther attheir hours of prayer (which are‘
“ foir & ay always) addrefling thém{elves 't6’

. their devotions with the moft folemn'and a2’

w.ttal wathings, ‘slways in the ‘bl public’
«'places, where oft people are paﬂing} with
o piioft Towly a6d molt regular profirations; hn’é’
o 3 hoHow. tone ; which ‘are among'& thé‘m«’ﬁu
o great excellencies of prayer: I hiife Ren:
# them, in an affeCted cbamy, give money {o
o6 bird- eatchers (who make a trade of i it) to re.
« flore the poor. capuvcs to their mmraf l'b‘:}
& ¢y, and at the famie time hold their own Maves
«¢ id thic: heaviclt bondape. - Aa¥-ue otheréimes

o they will buy fieh to ieliéve fodtpéat dogsind.

“ cats:

. .d

|
i
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ot iand: iyer-curie:you with faine and. pef-
“gildnarjiand all the moft hidesos txecravions,
hin:whick way thefe' caflern mations have cer-
“ thialy the moft exquifite rhetoric of uny peo-
¢ plc -upon earth. They know hardly any
« pleafure but that of the fixth fenfe. And yet
« with all this, they are incredibly ¢onceited of
«t their.own religion, and contemptuous of that'
« of others: whith I taketo be the great ani-
« fice of the devil to keep them his own. They'
“ are a perfe& vifible comment upon our blef-
¢ fed Lord"s defcription of the JFewi/s phurifees,
¢¢ In a word, luft, arrogance, covetoalnefs, aad
¢ the moft exquifite hypocrify complete thgir
“ charafter. Thé only thing thas ever. I could-
¢ obferve to commend in them, is the outwaed:
¢¢ decency of their carriage, the profound re-
“ fpeft they pay to religion and to every ;thing:
“ gelating 10 it, and their great temperance spd
« frogality *.” For which two moral virtues.
l%e, ,pg(_lq'rian .may perhaps be thought to hays.
fufficiently aceounted without having . recopgfa-
(’&b inlnc.ce of their 'religiem flrl!. T
" Here, my lord, we feem to bave every thiyg.
uifite to the cficacy of forms; here $3 great
&q and [olemanity ‘of appearance, conftancy
»3.Me. Magndrals Get Jewer 10 Mr. Qlbeen of Es-
sy Sl o f o Jway o g,

and

-2
3
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sad réguindiy of performngnee, frequency of oc-

carrence, with a mixeore of ‘seligion in mef, if
not a/l parts of common life; and what is the
confequence ?. Not the leaft:tin€ture of wifdom
or virtue begot in the mind ; wa affeded chari-
ty, indeed, for birds and" beafts, ‘but the ex-
tsemett croelty to the human kind } a decent
refpect for- thgir own religion, but a petndant
contempt: for every religion it their-own ; and
borrid execrations denounced upon thofe who
profefs any other. The hearts of thefe men, o
lowly, fo folemg, fo pun&ual aad fo critical in
their devotions, are flill the receptacles of luft,
arrogance, avarice, and the moft qumﬁte hy-

pocnfy.

From the Turks then your lordthip’s argn-'
ment can receive,no aid ; perhaps we may fuc-
cecd better among the Komag Cathslicks.—<* In
< Roman Catholick countries, people cannot pafs
« 2 day without having RELIGION recalled to
s¢ their thoughts by fome or oth-r memorial of’
¢¢it; by fome ceremony or public RELIGIOUS
¢ ForM occurring in their way: befides their’
¢¢ frequent holidaysy the thort prayers they e
- ¢ daily called-to, .and the occafional devotions.
¢¢ enjoined by coafeflors.”

- 'Fhis; mylord, isthe pafftge, which (takeén
along with your lordfhip’s pofitions above laid
" down)
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.down) may well give occafion of triumaph-to the
«papils, and of grief and refentment to all-good
.chriftians and true proteftants : For if true re-
-ligion canmot be preferved among men witheuc
forms 3-andif dbe frequent occurrence of forms in
Jome inflance or other afford fo many admenitions
“d0.bad men 10 repent, and te good men 0 grow bei~
-¥ér, the conlequence muft be, that the Romip
~religion. having more of thefe infances and ‘mere
frequent occurrences. of forms, is better than
other religions, which have frwer of .thefe in-
ftances and occurrences.

Nor is any thing faved by the intervention of
the Pagans and Turks, as if your 1ordﬂnp in-
tended we fhould make no other ufe of the Ro-
man Catholicks than of the other two ; what your
lordthip had called fuperflition in the former,

“becomes in thi¢ period, RELIGION, and RELI-
G1oUs ForMs, which the papifts pretending,in
their {fyftem, to conne with Chriftianity, and
your lordfhip giving no hint that this is no more
than a pretence, a plain reader muft needs take
this as fpoken by your lordfhip of the msans and
memorials of TRUR RELIGION, and will accord-
ingly confider thefe as recommended to his

“pra&ice and imitation.

Here it is likely your lordthip may reman-
' Rirate, and fay, that you have exprefly diftin-
VOL.1v. & guithed
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guithed the fuperflition of the Reman Eatholicks
from their religion in the yery next words. The
words are thefe. ¢ BY THESE MEANS” [i. e.
by thefe memorials, ceremonies, public religious
forms, frequent holidays, thort prayers and de-
wotions enjoined by confeffors] “ their “fuper-
s¢ ftiion . finks decp- into the minds of the
.+ people, and [by thele means] their religion
.« alfo iato the minds of fuch among them g5

¢ are ferious and well difpofed.”

* But if your lordmip holds with,the church
of England, (asImuft needs believe you do) that
_ the memrials, ceremenies, 8ic. of popery are fu-
fug/ihipu; and fond things, the means and the’
fuper/lition; in that cafe, are one and the fame
thing, and to be confidered in this fentence no -
otherwife than as a common and convenient
" pebicle of religion, vecellary to fink it decp into
. the minds of the fericus and well-difpofed.

" And does your lord(hip think; if fuperfiition be
" once allowed to do this good fervice for trpe
. yeligion, that it would not quickly lofe tht in-
. vidious pame, and be called (as indeed it would

well deferve) by the more refpetable appellation

of neceffary and umportant externals? And then
who would fiot lament the fate and the folly of
unhappy England for throwing fo many of thefe

yalaakle memgrials o the moles and to the batts 2

- Who -

-
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¥Who would not deplore her blindnefs in beibg
guided by a rule of faith and edification which
gives her autharity to treat thefe memorials, aad
every thing like unto them, in the very manacr
fhe has done 2

1 am not, my lord, of the number of thofe
who deny to any people their joft commenda-
tions in the regular prattice and reverend pro-.
feflien of their religion, becaufe it differs-from

. mine. But, t0 {fpeak my heart’s thoughts, I

cannot afford to beftow any more or any other
preife on the papifis, than juft what the ingeni-
ous Mr. Maundre!l above-cited hath given to,
the Turks, viz. That, generally fpeaking, a pro-
found refpect is paid by them ta their own fort of
religion, and to every thing relating to it. But if
there is any tinéture of true wifdam, virtue, ox
picty in the individuals of that communion (as I
truft there may be a great deal) I will be free to
fay, they derive itnot either from the genius, or
the modes of PorEry, which I hold with the
great and good archbithop Tillstfin to be, ¢ in
s¢ the whole complex of it, a corruption of the:
¢ whole defign of Chriftianity *.” Whoever
among them afls according to the gofpel of
- Chrift, deferts, in that inftance at leaft, the ge-
avine principles of the church of Rome, which,

* Bifhop Burnes’s fermon at his funeral, p. 9. <ol
E2 . being
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“being adhered to and followed as far as fhe
would carry her votarics, will leave no maa ohe
moral or chriftian principle to a&t upon ; all
faith and duty, as is-moft notorious, being re-
folved, in that church, under the pretence of
infallibility, into an implicit belief of, and blind
obedience to the desrints and- commandments of
men.

As to particular papifts, whatever their pri-
vate fentiments or perfonal dilpofitions may be,
it is well known, they muft no longer continue
to conduét themfelves by 75, than holy church
forbears to call them to her fervice on fome
particular emergency ; when that bappens, ali
private obligations of juftice and mercy, muft a¢ -
once evaporate. Of this that unhappy prince
Fames 11. has been given as an example by more
than one of our hiftorians. And if to this
there is one exception in the whole range of
Jpopery, if there is-3 man, who, at the hazard
.of the cenfures of his church, will venture to do
juftice or fhew mercy to a proteftant, upon the
true Chriftian principle of difinterefted charity,
~-I.will open my arms to embrace him as a bro-
* . ther, and require no other proof that hc isno
’mre a papift than the mufti of dleppo

RH would be well indeed for Popcr; nf it could
‘ ﬁanda fair trial with Mabomet; ifm. The mufful-
man
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" mau is as clear of idolatry in his wor(hip, and is

fo far houneft in-his religious malice, as he has
the precept and example of his prophet for pro«
pagating his religion by fire and fword, and for

" treating all thofe with execration who do not

conform to it ; but what name is bad enough for,
thofe who would fix thefe infamous charaters
and principles on the meek and benevolent 7e-

" fws, the gracious Saviour of the world, who
‘came ioto it to fesk and to fave that which

was loft, and pot to deftroy men’s lives, but to

preferve them, whether they would receive him
Or'not,? :

The excellent prelate fo often quoted, and
who had ftudied popery to the very entrails,

~ was fo far from your lordfhip’s opinion.hat its

external forms funk riligion deep in mens minds,
that ““he thought (as his right reverend eulogift
¢¢ has informed vs) the idolatry and fuperftition
#¢ of the church of Rome'did enervate true piety
# and morality ; and that their cruelty was fuch:

" % 3 contradiction to the mecknefs of Chriff, and

% to that love and charity which he made the
¢ charalter and diftin&ion of his difciples and
& followers, that he refolved to facrifice every.
¢¢ thing, but a good confcience, in a caufe for
% which he was.refolved, if it fhould come to:
¢ extremities, to be a facrifice himfelf.”

.E‘3 /- . Bae
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But perhaps thefe opinions were only fa-
Pins of the times, feafonnble enough for the
days of thofe zealous prelates; poflibly we may
know better, and have fome reafon to believe
that popery is become a tame and peaceable *, as
well as an adifying fuperflition. Believe it who
will for me, I fhall ftill continue to make it a
petition in my daily prayers, that neither we
nor our pofterity may have eccafion to try.

Here it may befaid that the edification is not

placed to the account of fuper/ffition, by your
lordfhip, but fimply to the mumter and frequency

® So Mr. Worthington, Eflay on the fcheme and
conduld, &c. of man’s redemption, p. 156. To the
fa&k a fatisfallory anfiver has n given, in a
fmall p'ece intitled, “ The true’ Spirit of Popery
difplayed,” printed 1746; and anotber more at
length, in a pamphlet printed in the fame year,
@iz, * Popery always the fame.” —— But here it
may be proper tc ceQify a fmall miftake in the firft
page of the former of thefe pieces. The excellent
author of the Confiderarions on the flate of the aworld,
&e, there cited, has indeed expreffed his hopes, that

the croel fpirit borh of Popery and Mabowmetifm ma
" be abated ; and for the ground of thofe hopes wi&i
refpedt to the Pagifts be cites Mr. Worthington, as,
above, and, with refpe@ to the Mabometins, Suls’s
notes on the Koren ; and confequently.is no farther’
anfwerable for the falts than’ thefe authorities will
fupport them. For the reft, this honeft and worthy
writer, not attending to Dr. Law’s context and re-
ference, bas put Mr, #ertbingtow’s words into the
mouth of Mr. Sa/e, who is only an.evidence for the
Makomerans, and a better, I doibt; than the papifts
ave to produce. i ) ‘
0
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of thefe memorials, If this is your lordthip’s
meaniag, I humbly appreliend it fhould have
been differently expreffed ; and fome inftance
given of a religious fyftem with an equal num~
ber and variety of rites which are void of fu-
perftition ; but fuch an inftance, I believe,
would be hard to find ; and after all I am afraid
that when we' want to illuftrate any thing of
this kind, we muft flill bring our examples from
Roman-catholick countries *,

And therefore, to do as much juftice to this
plea as may be, let us-afk, how comes it that
thefe memorials are {0 #umerous and frequent i
Roman-catholick countries? The plain reafon
of which appears to be the freguent and nume-
yous fwarms of ecclefiafticks in thefe countries,
who would have nothing to do if they were not
thus employed, and (what would be worfe to
them than that) who would have no pretence to
amafs and appropriate to themfelves thofe funp-
tuous palaces and large poffeflions they enjoy,

* One inftance of this we have indeed in oor own’
country exhibited in Deacsa’s catechifms; but this

formance having in it ** rather more foppery and
s« fuperftition, than is to be found in the zep/5 ritual,’”
will not help in the prefent exigency. ‘They who
defire 1o fee an abridgement of this work, may find a
very ufefol oae in Dr. Miid'eton’s preface to his Re-
marks oa two Pamphlets, &c. ..

- E 4 T
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if they could not perfuade the people that their
fun&ion was peceffary to keep vp the fesfe of
religion in their minds by this variety in the
Jora and face of it

I lay no firefs here, my lord, upon the f{uper-
ftitious nature of the rites which thefe men per-
form. Some of their ufages may be as innocent
and as edifying as fome of ours; and whether
they are or no, they have that reputation, and
muft have it among thofe who would edify by
them,

What Linfitt upon is, that thefe memorial.
could not be fo frequently occurring in fime. in.
fiance or other, without a fuitable number of men
who have nothing elfe to do but to ply the peo--
ple with them ; and who are accordingly fet
free for this purpofe not only from family-
cares, but from all public charges befides.

Now the account we have of thefe men, evea-
from ferious, well difpofed and fenfible petfons’
in thefe very countries, is, that a large majority*
of them are idle and ufelefs drones, and too often
worfe ; that they are many of them intolerable
incumbrances on the liberty and induftry of -
much better mén than themfelves; that they”
occaf on great inconveniencies and diforders in '
private families, even by the influence of thefe

- . memorials 3
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.memrials 3 and that, upon the whole, the edifi--
cation of their miniftry is-in no reafonable pro—
portion to the fcandal of their lives,

Perhaps, my lord, it might be poflible to de--
vife a ritual as full of memorials and circumftan--
tials as the Roman, and which might have no~
thmg of what your lordfhip may call fuperftition
in it: Butif ftill we muft have 3 proportionable:
‘number of men to difcharge the offices pre-.
fcribed in it, how fhall we avoid thefe griev-
ances, occafioned, as it thould feem, by amul.
titade of fuch men? The ecclefiafticks of the-
popifh church are certainly. boupd o good be-
haviour by as. ftri®t and folemn daths, profe(--
fions, fubfcriptions, vows, and' rules of thejrr
foveral orders, as it is poffible to lay upon-humans
agents. And yet) allit-{feems, withouti the de-
fired effect.

Upon the while, my lord, the more I confii-
der thefe inftances, the lefs am I able to conceive:
for what purpofe your lordfhip referred tothem, -
or whas praiical ufe (confiftent with our: chsif-
* dian profeflion) we can-make of them. -

The externals: of paganifim bave mo better
mame given them in the New Teftamem than:
abeminable idolatries 3 and from thefe what your-
lordthip calls thie mwmorials of popery, have, the-

E s vesyy
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very moft of them, been derived by very coms

petent judges, and in a very legitimate pedi

gree. ‘Thefe then are equally ufelefs to s~
Were they ever fo full of edification, the very
caft and temper of chriftianity prohibits the
adoption of them ; 3 they are the traditions and
commandments of men; and what can we con-
trive that will be equivalent to them in number
and frequency, which will not be liable to ‘the
fame obje®tion?

. - -The Turkyh wafthings and other circumftan-

tlals partake more of the Fewi/b formality :- Bue
this, your lordthip knows, is gone, never to be
recalled by chriffians. ‘Theit prayers in public
places, and where moft peopleare pafling, have
a tenfure from our blefled Locd, which will
for cver difcredit the like pra&we among bis,
difciples. . i

."If your lordfhip' only meant in general-to
foggeft that our religion fhould have a great
and con/picasus part as well as theirs, we muft
call for your lordthip’s suthority for this, nos
from the third o fourth cegturies, but from
the Scriptures.  If this was required of chrif.
tians, it is-firange that our Locd fhould promife
his efpecial prefence where enly - Two or
THREE were gathered together in his name,
If this - was to be ordered by councils, fathers,

and
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und bithops in ages pofterior to the
why fhould our Lord lay all the ftref!
fhipping God in jpirit and in truth, i,
ding to the word of God ? John xvii.
why fhould he diret his hearers to go
the meaning of thofe words of Gc
prophet, 1 will have diercy and not
Mat. ix. 13.

Again, if a great add confpicuous pay
gion was neceffary, why did not the
take the appointment of it upon them(
rather why did they fay fo many thing
courage fuch appointment { To what

" was Stepben’s obfervation that the #,
dwellsth not in. temples made with hands
fhould St. Paul add to this obfervat
God is not worfbipped or miniflered to 1
bandsy as though he needed any thing+

* fhould be obferve that the Aingdom of (
meat and drink 1, 1. e.is of a differen
from that kingdom which_fosd only in 1
drinks, and divers wasbings and CARNA.
NANCES TMPOSED until the time of RE;
r1oN § 7 Why fhould thefe men fay al
after this time of reformation, other ma
templey, other confpicuons ordinance

* AQs vii. 48. 4 Chap. xvii, 2.
xive 37. & Heb. ix. 10,
Eé6 .
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fumptuous miniftrations and fervices of meus
bands were to be impofed as neceflary to pmfenrp
religion among maakind ?

The {pirit and tenor of what Chrift and bis
apoftles taught in this matter, is not only fo
uniform and confiftent throughout with the reft
of the chriftian difpenfation, but is fo fully juf-
tified in poiat of wi(dom by the produét of a

"contrary fpirit in the chriftian church, as for
ever to difcredit the idle pretence, that the
fimplicity of the chriftian worfhip, enjoined and
implied in the gofpel, was only accommodated
to the begianings of it ; to the times of poverty
and difbrefs. Was it not as eafy for the apo-
fles to have provided for better times, if other
provifions were neceffary for other times * Did
they not forefee what the exigencies of future
times would be? Hawe not the apoftles faid
every thing that may poiat out the fpirit, the
erdinances, the corruptions, the craclty of the
church of Rome, and even the very impeflor ar
the head of it 7 And can any one doubt but
they would: have precluded all this, and regu-
lated the plan of the chriftiaa church by a pre-
cife and authentic ritual, i more of this kind
bad been cither .neceflary or exyedlent than
what they have left behind them in theie

epiftles 2
Alas,y
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Alas, my lord, they found by too forrowful’
experience the fad effeéts of the pride and
hypocrify in which an attachment to and reve-
rence for comfpicuens externals ended; they had
fufficient warning from their heavenly mafter,
and were pot without a meafure of fagacity
themfelves to difcover, that the like caufes would
always have the like effelts; amd were not
likely to fet religion once more upon a bottom
which had fo miferably failed. It is too evi~
dent, I doubt, for the juftification of thefe latter
ages, that they never thought of this great and
confpicacns fuperftruQure,.as im the leaft expe-~
dient for, or even void of mifchief to the ghrif~
tian charch; and if their facceflors had coh~
rented themfelves to have enjoyed aad lefvitin
its original fimplicity, there would, I ams per-
foaded, by this time have been both more
chriftians in the world, and better forts.of themy,
than our laser ccclefiafiical peiities have pro~
duced.

- And now, m-y Tord, after o mnch foggelled
by your lordfhip in favour of the Roman Catho-
LUck rchgxon. it was patural to expe& your lord-
fhip, ia fpeaking of our reformation, fhould
throw the balance pretty fivongly in favour of -
that, by a full and concife reprefentation of the
exrors and corruptions which'gave occafion toit:

What
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What your lordthip has thought fit to fay o
that head is, that ¢ our reformers confidering

¢ that fome of thefe obfervances wére in them-'
“ felves wrong and fuperfiitious, and others of
¢« them made fubfervient to the purpofes of fu-
¢ perflition, abolithed them.”

Why truly, my Yord, this is no good report that
w: hear of thefe things, but neither is it a very
bad one. There may be {ome room to doubt,
witether it be quite bad enouglr to bear our re~
formers out in this @be/iticn, elpecially of thofe
things which ooly might be made fubfervient 1o
the purpofes of {uperftition ; for thefe very ob-
fervances themfelves being in their turn fubfer
wvieni to the purpofes of true religion, ic might be
afked, who made ‘our reformers judges in fo
caitical a cafe? If the obfervances of popery
- were really: means.of finking religion deep sn - the
minds of feri:ns and wel-difpofed perfoms, was it
a fufficient caufe to feparate a whole natioa
from the church in pofleffion, that fome of thefs
obfervances were ¢fleemed by our reformers to
be fnpeﬂhmus? Is the church of England bec-
felf contented with this meafare from-the dif-
fenters, who have over and over objeted to
fome of eur obfervances i words full as firong
as thefc of your lordthip ? And how have they
Been anfwered ? Wby, we fay, that admit this
te be the cafe, viz. ¢ that fome of our cere-

¢ monics
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% monies or obfervances are wrong and fuper-
“ flitious ; yet is not this a fufficient caufe of
fegarnnon fuch a capfe. as will - -acquit them of
the guils of fchxfm, unlefls they can alfo prove
thefe obfervances to be. Sirfuls which, I trow, it
will be bard to provc .of any: thiog which isa
means of. promoting true religion.

An ingenious gemlcman, and one, who, if I
miftake not, has full as much refped for external
Jorms as they delerve, feems to me to have put
this affair upon a very different footing, in fomc
confiderations of a later date than your lordfhip’s
charge.

“ Ibdeed > fays he, *if 1dolatry was to: be
¢ now rooted ot as it was in the rengn of £d-
“ ward VI. and an mnumerabJe mulutude of
‘¢ other, corruptions, and thofe of the moft hei-
¢ nous patare, to be removcd, or mfornud s thc
& fecular powers, in cafe the clergy could nar
““be perfuaded to examine their own flate,
¢ would be, excufablc, apd fqmcthmg more than
i ex;ufable, in doing; it for them, and in refcun
“ ing religion from fuch aqumauoos, even‘ia
“ oppoﬁuon, fiot only to' the mn_lomy, bat to
& the whole body of the clergy *.”

' ® Free and unpmxal Conﬁdtratlons enthe ﬁ»ee aﬂd
qandid Difyuifiions, pag. 4. .

Lg Tbia
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This is henourable to, and a full jultificatiom
of our reformers. Inftead of fome wronz and
fuperfiitious obfervances, and others fubfervient -
#o the purpofes of fuperftition, there were, it
feems, idolatry and an innumerable multitude of
other corruptioms and abominations of the moft
beinous nature to be rooted out ; which;, furely,
was enough in all confcience to juflify a refor~
mation by the interpofition.of any clafs of men..

But now, my lord, on the fuppofition that
your lordfbip has told us the whole truth, how
will this gentlemen ecome at his conclufion ? 1f -
the obfervances of popery were barely wrong,.
JuperfRitious, or tinding that way, 1 greatly fuf-
pe& this confidcrer would have thought the fe-
cular powers a little premature in their interpo-
fition, fince he feems to be pretty clear that oug
Jecular reformers are only to be juftified on the
fuppofition that things were in the diforder he
hath reprefented.

" On the other hand, my lord; . this gcntlc-
man’s premiffes will cqually dnﬁrefs your lords
fhip in theie turny for if the memorials and'
obfervances of poperyare R0 better than idelas
tries, corruptions, and abominations of the moft!
heinous maturé, by what kind of operation willi
they become the mrans of making religion, as:

3 . diftie-
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diftinguifhed from: faperRition, fnk deep into
the mimds of. the ferious and well-difpofed ?
Your lordthip goes on: ‘ -

* Qur reformers (having abolithed the obfer-

“ vanices before mentioned) reduced the form
“ of religion to great fimplicity, and enjoined
‘“’no more particular rules, nor left any thing.
“ more .of what was external in religion, than.
‘.was, in a manner, neceffary to preferve a fenfe
“ of .religion itfelf upon the minds of the
“ people.” - ' '

Not quite /2 many rules or externals, T fhould
think, if what goes before and what follows be
true: But to let that pafs as none of my bufi-.
nefs; your lordfhip by this account of our rales
and externals feems to bear extremely hard on

_great numbers of ferions and, to all appeara_nce,.'
well-difpofed perfons. '

Your lordfhip has been reminded sbove of a
people, profefling chriftianity, called quakers *:
o ' : Befides

* Itisfo far out of all orthodex rule to allow the
qaakers to be chriftians, that T'am right glad, on this
oceafion, te borrow a little authority from a late fen-
fib'e writer, whofe judgment no man will call in
queflion who has any tendernefs for his own. The
writer, I ean, is the reverend Mr. Adams, the
suthorof a late effay inanfwer to Mr. Hume’s eflay
on Miracles. This' Mr, Hume, it feeme, lays claim

w0
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Befides thefe, are many thoufands of proteftant
diffenters in this kingdom : There is too the
" body of the Scorti/b nation, and great numbers
in proteflant countries and communions abroad,
among whom the form of religion is reduced to
much greater fimplicity, who have not /o many
particular rules, and have much %fi of what is
external in religion, than what was left us by
our reformers, nor have they any thiog equiva-
lent to many of our rules and externals.

Shall we fay of thefe that they have not 2
fenfe of religion itfelf preferved upon their
minds? How is this to be proved ? and who-
among us will undertake it ? Thatis to fay,
who will ugdertake to thew in what mamner our
rules and externals are neceffary to preferve a fenfe
of religion upon the buman mind, which, I foppofe,
in refpet of impreffions from external religion,

to the guakers as fellow-profeffors with him in the
myftery of Deifm. To which Mr, ddams anfwers,
«+ It is certain that the quakers profe(s the belief of
s¢ chriftianity as univerfally as any fe& whatever.
& And what right has the author [Mr. Hume] to
¢¢ charge a whole body of men with fuch flagrant
¢ infincerity.” Effy, pag. 130. luo retarn for this
little aid, and to make fome amends for mentioning
his name in a pamphlet _whofe fubje& is not of the
vefpeciable fort, I do hereby give that gentleman, my
poor, but moft hearty and fincere thanks for. thisand
every other paflage in his accurate and wnan{werable
efay. - .

¢ .

is,
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is, in moft of the common people of all deno-

minations, framed and capacitated pretty much
alike ? '

I will not be pofitive what fome of our high
chorchmen may have afferted and maintain’d in
this matter of rulesand externals, becaufe | have
not all the books of our very warm apologilts at
hand : And I know too that fome of the warmeft
of them have been difclaimed and given up by
others who are warm enough themfelves #, Of
our externals thefe defenders have faid, that they
are inmocenty fignificant, and expedient 5 eonducive,
and (perhaps fome of them may have added)
neceffary to the bene ¢ffe of the vifible church:
But to make them imany manner neceffary to pre-
Jerve a fenfe of religion upon the minds of the people,
ia ftrain of merit, which, I fancy, very few of
our higheft churchmen have ventured to afcribe
to them.

- Is thould feeny, however, that our earlier re-
formers themfelves had no fuch ootion of this
y/e and virtue of our forms and externgls : The
remaining hiftories.of thofe times afford us fuf-
§cicat proofs that fome of the beft and wifelt
of them would not, if they could have help'd it,
have left 'us /o much.” And even fuch of them’

e 8o Mcontgiue, Heylin, Thorndike und Pack r ave
given up by Dr. Nichol.. Defence,.pag, 168, 169,
.- s
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as laboured the other way, have left reafons of |

a very different fort from this fuggefted by your
lordfhip.

Tn the convocation of 1562, it was debated,

as we are told by bithop Burnet, whether the
greateft part of our feftivals, the erofs in baptifm,
Kneeling at the communion, the furplice and
organs, were to be retained or dropt. And the
queftion, it feems, was carried for thefe exter-
nals but by one vote of a proxy, whefe pria-
cipal, it is probable, knew little of the debate 3
and of thofe who were prefent the majonty were
againft the rites +.

We likewife learn from the fame ngh: reve-
rend hiftorian, that the fingle reafon for.retain<
ing thefe forms, entered in the record of, thels
proceedings, is, that ¢ the laying them afide,
¢ would be contrary to the authorized book of
«¢ Common-prayer.” W hence it appears thas
even they who oppofed the abrogation of thefe
things, did not fo immediately think of their
neceffity to préferve a finfe of religion upon the
minds-of the people, as of the danger of a pre-
" munire, of which this convocation flood in
" great awe, as appears by the poftfcript fube
joined to their fublcription of the XXXIX.
articles ®, .

i Hifl. Reformat. vol.Ill. pag. 302, 303.

® Beznet’s eflay, pag. 198, -,
Con~
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Concerning one of thefe forms there is a re-
warkable peflage in one of bithop Tuylr's
books, which mayhelp. usto conceive the valye
put upoa thiags of this fort by the church of
England: heclelf. < There is reafon .to cele-
“ brate and honour,” fays he, ¢ the wifdomm -
‘“and prudence of the church of Lnglard,
“¢ which hath in all her offices retained but one
* ritwal, or ceremony, that is not of divine or-

“¢ dinance, or apeflelical praQlice, and that is the
“ ¢crofs in baptifm *.” ‘

Now the fign of the crofs, fimply and of itfelf,
that is to fay, without fome explanation, can, [
dhould think, convey or preferve no fenfe of any
thing upon the mind; apd accordingly the
church informs us that this fgn of sbe. crofs is
made ¢ in token that the perfon baptized fhall
“‘ not be athamed to confefs the faith of Chrift
“ crucified,” &c. and indeed it muft be owned,
thatif it is an effe@ual token of this, the fenfe
of religion to be preferved by it is very im--
portant. '

And yet, ftrange to hear, the church herfelf
declares that ¢« without doubt a child baptifed
without it is lawfully and fufficiently baptized.”

So that thereis no neceffityy we fee, for this form
to preferve the fenfe of any thiog.

& Du&or Dubitantium, pag. 668.
: Ido
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- Ido not pretend tounderftand bithop Tayler’s
{uggeftion that all the reft of our ritnals or cere-
menies ace cither of divine ordinance or apofioli-
«al praétice : But however that may be, thereis
. eneeven of thefe, that, it thould feem, the church
has lefs value for fiill, or lays; at lealt, lefs ftrefs

upon it.

For tho’ the furplice is often mentioned in
our ritual, on fome occafion or other, yet are we
on none of thefe occafions told of what the
furphce is typicalor fignificative ; and Dr. Nichols
is extremely angry with the puritans for pre-
tending that this garment is ufed by the church
in token of pusity of life, ¢ becaufe, fays he, it
s¢ ig a thing"which (he never once mentions*;”
and {o leaves the people to gather any or no
fenfe of rellgion from thxs form, as they think
fit.

But is then the fenfe of religion preferved
_upon the minds of the people by thefe rules and
externals ? Nothing like it. ¢ A great part of
_ ¢ this is neglecled by the generality among us *
* s For inftance, the fervice of the church got
¢¢ only upon common days, but alfo upon Saints
s days; and feveral other thiogs might bc
¢ mentioned.” pag. 1.

* Defence, pag. 293.
- 'Was
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‘Was I not in the right, my lord, to conje&ture
that our reformers might leave us ner Jo many
rules or externals as are meceffary ? How (hould
our people have fallea into this deplorable ne-
gle&, if thele means, memorials or adinenition;:
had been fufficiently freguent 7 .

Permit me however to obferve that your lord-
fhip and the ingenious author of the Confiderg.
tizns above-cited, are not at all better agread.
about this fa&, than the other concerning the
popifh errors dilcarded by our reformers,

This gentleman having noted that a party in
the nation [meaning the diffenters] have all along
- had{ome exceptions to our public fervice; goes
on tp fay, ¢ But then there is another parsy [the
¢ members of the chprch] far more confider-
« able than they, who, in general, are not only
“ fatisfied with, but even FOND OF our prefent
“ litnrgy and conftitution *.” How is this to
be reconciled ? can it be faid that our people
in general are fond of what the generality of themy
meglel?. ' ‘

Here again too, my lord, your_lordfhip and
this geatleman, by adopting each other’s pre-
miffes, muft lofe your feveral conclufions : Your

®* Frecand ixhpartial Confiderations, pag. 6.
lordfhip |
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fordfhip thirks it < higbly feafonableacriisflfad

-+« the pcoﬁe in the mpamnee of externatse-
 ligien.” .

I &

© More foafonable ! bew, upon-accosnt of this
-negled 1. But why fo, f.thls genticmmss -fater
intclligence be true, viz, that the Me are

: rea!ly fomd of our cxternals already ? . e

. On the ather hand, -the femce of the )
‘ chu:cb is negleed by the generality among
. BS, it certainly cannet be fo very dengerous 10
. sake alterations in it as this gendem would
havc us belicve. .

.

Howcver, my lord I am ready to clofe thh

yqur Jordfhip in this reprefentation, rather than

+ the Comfiderer ; and upon occafion of your lord-

5 Mp’s mentioning the peoples negle? of the

- ofervite of the church upon Saints days, I will

+ trouble your lordthip with an obfervation of my

at awn,. tendwg to xlluﬁrate the value of xternal
mui;on :

" Our common peoplc, it fs trué, pay Titde rabi-
gious regard to the feaflts of AUl Angels or All
Saints, buc yet I have obferved them to cele-

. brate fome of our proteflant feftivals, as well as

fome others of popith. extra&ion, particularly
' ébrwmd:, with the feveral folemnities of bor/fe-
racmg, bull-baiting, cock- ﬁgbtmg, &c. and'with |

o all

i



and Ov.THODOKY faker. ~  121.
all4he ceremonies of drinking, gaming, fuweoring, .

and /esudnefs incident te, and infeparable from, ., -

-eotertainments of that kind.

Amosg our politer parties, indeed, pleafure is
the employment of everyday; and they arefres.
enough from fuperflition in this aricle te ¢feem
every daylike : Whereas the vulgar always take
the advantage of the church’s appointment for .
their times -of idlencfs and revelling ; and I.
know, at this hour, feveral very worthy and

very zealous members of the church of England, . .

who fcruple not toaffirm, that the riotous and -
licentious paftimes of Chrifimas, Eafter and -
Whitfuntide Contribute more to corrupt the
minds and debaach the mosals of .our COMMOR .
peaple, than agy other aflignable caufe whatever.
If this be true, it were certainly more for the cre-
dit of our common chriftianity that the feflivals
fhould ‘be expunged from our books and calen-
dars, than that thefe brutal, paganith, profane,

-and therefore wicked paflimes and diforders

fhould claim any alliance, or have any connexion
with the folemn commemorations of the birth’
and refurre&ion of the fpotlefs and uadefiled
Saviour of the world. ,

Upon what grounds the apofiolick suthority
for fuch forms is alledged, may be judged in-
part from the tenor of the Scriptures above-’

VOL. IV, F quotei.
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quoted, as well as from othcrs, tcﬂzfymg the
difpofition of St. Paul t’owards occ:x'ﬁonal fo-
lemumes of that kind., ‘

And there is the fironger prefumption- that_
they have no fuch authority, in that we feldom
.or never find them enjoined, bat we find them
alfo in company with large indulgences to the
carnal man; as if the more confpicuous externals
in religion could not fubfift thhont the and of
the fenfaal appetite.

Thus, as your lordthip has -obferwed, thc
<< externals of paganifm mixed +hemfclves with
‘ethe diverfions’of thbfe days.”  ‘Tn popith
-countries, the people are poﬁnci’ﬁi cnbﬁxgh
prepared for and reconciled to the formalities
of Lent, by the licentioufnefs of a precc&mg
Cuarnival. 'Nor have we of the + reformed
church of England been entirely frée from 'this
wretched policy. ‘It was once the humour of
“our great churchmén to magoify m‘emah, and
10 render them as conjficacus as they could on all.
‘otcafions : The nation at that time was not
uhiverfally' difpofed to come into this; ‘and
fome men of reputation -enough fet themf€lves

*§ % The chriftian world is now divided into the -
¢ Reformed and Unpeformed : OR RATHER into thofe’
.5 whe aAxE noT and thofe wha ase membnl of ‘the
o d;urch of Ro7e.” Mr 7orm C

3 ST T e
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‘rooppole it : fn the exigency of her affairs the
" church bethonght herfelf of purchafing the f3-
vour of the people by a 8o of fports : And how
far that may “bave ‘contribated in its "day, to
perpétuate the feflivities of thefe folemn times,
#0d- Yo sweay out the religiozs ufe of them, may
-laie worth the inquiry of thole whom it coacerns.

" Your lordlhip proceeds : ¢ Thus they [the
“ le] have no cuftomary admogitionsy-no
¢ public call to recolle&t the thoughts of God
« and religion from one Suaday to another.”

" And why-have they not, my lord ! There is
2 moft exprefs law for it. * All priefts and
¢ deggous are to fay daily the morning and
‘¢ evenjpg prayery either privately or opealy, not
< beipg Jet by sicknEss or {ome other. ur~
¢ GENT caule.. And the curate. that minifkreth
¢ in eyery parith church -or chapel, being at
¢ home,. and pot being otherwife reafonsbly
¢ hiadered, fhall fay: the fame in the pasith
 choych (or chapel where he minifkreth, and
«¢.fasll caufe 2 bell to be'tolled thereuntowesn-
*¢ wenieat time before he begin, that the: people
¢« may come to.hear God's word, and to pray
;% with Jibgn.” :

< Tt isnot then the fault of thie people; If they
have not a ouflemary admenitien ot publick call
S Fa2 from
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from ohe Sunday to another : The curatein yn;
pdrith ¢annot be reafonatly hindered every ong
of the fix intermediate days, and cvery week i
the year. 'And yet we aretold by a gentleman.
who feems to have taken fome pains to be in-.
formed, ¢ that in ten thoufand churches there
¢¢ are pot five hundred where a bell euer tolls,
¢ or where morning and evening prayer are faid
¢ ppon a weed-day throughout the year ®.” .

" This genfleman’s account of this negle&
fecms tobe fo reafonable and probable, and at
the fame timeTo different from what your lord-
fhip has fuggefted, that [ will take the ﬁbeny
vo' give it at length :

" ¢ To what end, fays he, was foch an ap-~
“ pointment fer down in the book of common-
¢ prayer 2. Did our mother the church vaialy
¢ boaft of her. owa picty, or pretend to a firm
“ of gedlinfs, withnet the power theresf # Nay
“ truly, ‘the mother meant well ; but her fons"
“ dind daughters arcto blame. Like people,
& Jike priclt.  But indeed, -were the- clergy
., never fo willing to difcharge theirduty in thie
¢ refpeét, not many arc the places where they
“can have any fort of congregation to jein
“ wnh them. Buti is not the length of the-fer-

. V’xxm Revived, or B’nm'u’a Edtpmmaad, &q’.
l:y s plaralid, Printed for Q/wd,rygr prgi g

A(. ﬁcc
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% vice_the uphappy orcafion of: thiz negle@ A
% Wpuld not the people’s attendance upon the
. public. worfhip take up fo0.much of their time,

. “.and too greatly interfere with their fecviar

s affairs 7 Does it not caufe a weorinefi, and
'“ become tedious to delicate ears 2 Is mot the
¢ ¢old - fometimes. fo piercing, as to make it
% painful to tender conflitutions, to be fu Jong
¢ detained from the fire, efpetially to hear
' pfalms and chapters they can almoft fay by
& rote ® 3™ - oo

_. Your lordthip fees that.this geatleman is. of
opinion that there is 00 much of our exiernale,
and that great inconveniencies arife from the -

length of our fervice, to thofe who fhould edify

by it3 and to'thls alfo agrees the author of the
“Corififerations befdre-mentioned +. What then
ihoff wé think would be'the cdfe if thole memo-
‘Yals were: 4s frequeat a8 in ‘Ro'méniCa_tbgfi{l:’
eottniiiés #2-Ouar authorgoes on r~ 7,
cre - . B MRS T Ny S ALY SRS
® To thefe reafons for this common negle&® may
Be added another, viz. the aukward times of faying
"shorning and evening prayer in moft places s’ T enor
sdoven: o'cloek in the forencon, and 'two or thyee ili
gﬁﬂwr.w » the time. when tradefinen 1and - mow
hanics are in the very throng of their honeft labous,
¢ “Youy are not indeed fingalar in your opinion of
“ghe rve gréat‘Jenped of our Yervice.” And'to tell
"¢ you the truth, my own fentiments upon this head
“ prapreuy concordant with yours.” Kr: and Imp
&-jla"lim, Pag. 4L N
' F3 ¢ Then:
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. ’I?hm aeaio the clergy, have jsurneps-and
« y;{ns tq make, ase idle, are not devont, .hm
< their diverfiong,. do not. relide.. upon,. thefy,
“t Cures, ave bindyregy fometimey reafnedis.ofc
“ tener without reafan. Sa that, by gougral
“ ccnfentqf both pueﬂ apd penple,. as.to. pny
“ outward,or public acknowledgment of a Deig
“ for fix days out of feven, a foreigner; that
¢ fhould make an abode with us- oaly. for: fix
* days, might have.reafon to daubt, in the
‘e greatelt part of “England,” whether. the inhay
«¢ bitants of that happy ifland did, in truth, be-
M lieve- the exifiente of that gm:ioas snd al-

“ mighty Beiog.”

. NQ\V. my lord, whch way fapurwc mﬁp
der this compounded.canfe of negled?;, we cannag
aveid the quellion, By whom is.it %a be redref-

fed ? If the favlt be in the body of she clergy,
bywhomare they to be reformed ? If in the
aature and frame of our prefent forms, b)‘ wbu
are thefe to be amended ?

. Sa far indeed as the clergy are acceffaries to
Ahis, negledl, it,js.extremely sight in. your lord»
fhip to lay it before them, But what would
your lordfhip have the clesgy to dd or fiy in
Jhis cafe 2. Let them infift s lopg and as londly
2s ever they will-an the smpprtance of extornal
rcligion; | atm perfuaded, dmr rhe;onc and tgﬂ'

feeee s c i
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argumettd will’ be' ifivain, whitt. the" peopl:
Bl thettilelves incomodtd’ by thé Prefent ftate
of their ottm externals : They will appeil to the
reafinable and merciful defign of the gofpel, and

" plead their chriftian liberty C‘gamﬂ: all hnman

drdinances which not only edify not, but are,
even burdcnfomc And they will havc reafon.

Wz are pow. arrived at ‘your- lordﬁh»ps aée
eonnt of the importance. of externa/ rclxgcbn, as
gtonnded on-the Scriptures, :

. Befare I could procure a’ fight of your Jord-
ﬂnp s prmtcd charge, a friend who had feen: i ity
or heard it read (I forget v/blch) had given me
ajgencral but pretty jult-account of this part of
Is, concerning the imdortance of external religions
which fev me wpon amufing myfelf with conjecs
tures by what kind of gofpel anthority your
Jordhip would revive the credit of a doétrine,
which of late years, had not had many abettou
among proteftants. :

" 1 had often thought with myflf that the
church of England had been more prefled upon
this matter of externals in her controverfy with:
the diflenters, than upon any other article : ‘and’
T-caninot fay, shit ‘thre anfwers given by our dpot
ksgms have convinced mé that our adherence to-
ﬁnﬁé fpecificat’ rites in our church, in:a fort of

E 4» con.

RN
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-midtdaiprof : the; good ofelts’ WHitNnighe B
hoped forfram dioppivg them; s aciy-ctifyidh

of very laudable. . - oy wfF

Our church chims a power of decreeing rites
‘et ceremionies in her twentieth article, wixh}
but exhibiing her fcriptural warfant,_ for it ig,
ariy cepies of thefe articles publithed by authg-

5, thar T know of ;- oalefs the vice:chancellor
o Oxford’s imprimatur may be allowed to.give
a public fanion to Mr. Walchman's edition. of
them.' Mr. ‘Rogers’s book indeed carries in its
front 'a prefence 1o the lowful author 1y of thy
Bawch of England; but as there is no ‘evidence
sthaetfiat authority was, or how' 6btain§d?,
there is room to doubt ; befides, Rogers, in ex-

‘plaining the anthority of the charch with:;re-
foelt to controverfies of fa'th, fays that this
anthority is given to the cherch, andto EVERY
MEMBER OF 8OUND JUDGMENT in the fame *;
which, 1 donbt, will extend . the freedom «_f
#véry mémler to the ufige of ceremanigs, 4. for
#itri’; contrary to Mr. Welchman’s account, whe
reftrains the ‘atithority, in both branches, to
thofe quos penes off cclefafiica axileriras. . .

* Usdwr.this claafe, concerning rites and ceré:

monies, M. Wslchman has referred to Efber i

" ® Gathe XXth article, pcg xo;.ad(t.‘lgz‘; .
) oap
£ : :
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n-#uad 1. Fobu K. 2av:2 34 teowhichiiler
Nk bos added 1 Mowech. 1 P 1 -

The paflage of Efibir ioforms us. that the-
Jews, ia commemoration of. their deliversnce-
from' the ﬂaughncr projeQed. by. Haman, infli«
tutcd the fealt' Purim [of lots] .a0d opdaiped
‘that it fhankd be kept and remembesed. by the-
whole pcopre of the Fews at an appointed tima-

thie year.——The dedication of the altar by -
?uda: and his brethren, and.the: ordiaance.fop
celebrating that incidént from year to year, isa
Fa& of the fame {ort, and theinference commons -
Y drawn from hiftories is, that the Fewid hed, -
ind confequendy the Chriftian chun‘.h has, the-

nthomy fpokcn of in the article,

NEFRN

-~ But I very much’ queﬁ:on the fohd‘nty of thn’
reafontsg ;  for whén' it is confidered that ghg'
forsier of thefe feats was appointed by Efber
b ‘Mordecai ! only; it thould” fecm tbas thg E
Perdif cburch had ‘about ag much to Qo in, thig
wihir-ef our church’ has'in ‘the appointment.of
'one Rhte-holidays of Nw. “sthy May 2gth, &G,
and how much that is, may be feen in the : feveral !
alts of farfiment relating to thofe days, and
his majefty’s ‘orders - fet ‘before.- tho foun‘oﬁ i
Q!ayer -appointed for them. . o

4+ XXXIX. Articali Ecclef. Anghc. P 2¢e
© ®-Defence; pagy 307.

ot Fgs * ) P



Az TheRiflayof Bxtramagarr

. hb‘fl&“m Gﬂ&um ‘atdrhis: bodtiswm
-with the: uikeb comgripaiin .of dfradartlaiacds
&z, v. 59. but haw far aur divines,.agd -
.qularly Mx. Wilchman, would admit either of
thefe to be the fenfé¢ in which the word church
& to be taken in-the 20th agticle,. I cannot take
.wpon. me to fay:+ <* By the power of the church:
[faysthe learned M. Wi, ane of the Iatelt
-advocates] ¢ to.decree rites and ceremonics, is-
“meant a: right ip. the paltors and.goveraots:
® thereof to ordain and appoint fuch things, (&
@ ys to-make Ttordinarily the duty of the gcoplc
¢“to. conform to. thein *.” Which Mr, &
moft mean exclufively, of the right and?;uthoq-
¥ity df the civif powers, or he will not get cieag
of his adverfaries obje&ions.+ And if v Wbite
wil not admit the eivil powers iazp bis definitfon:
&f the chnrch which. decrcn rites and ceremo~
Bics, much lefs. will he take-into it tho, wbek-
eongregation, becaufe thiav would- be golng jso-
“the énemhies quartersfor goedsand alt 4. .
Thefe precedents, thercfore, are neither ‘of
hem.for oux purpele, except they-. -uy nce?vt

" @ Defence of three letten m.,
-7 4 Dr. Nichols of his tranﬂato{’:é:
o teanflae Biitbook fo-farhimfel. vid, Preress virdt.
dication,  preface] exprefios himitlf with-mpse: rqong,
~—“They wha- have been at-the neLm of ecoleﬁa-
*“ttical affairs have inftitat-d. -—Have not Wr a
s mchppwu." Def. pag, 30b.. - .&
ai

.

or he did not Tve« .
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adifroth the fodfidiary paffage in-Fobur, which, .
Sswehave It'in our tranfation, informs usthic.

Fefus was walking in Solemen’s porch at-the time-

of t!\c fealt of the dedication and when it was.

winter ; and from that circomftance our com--

“mentators determine this to have been. the fealt

fofticated by the Maccabees : for otherwife the-
“Faws bad‘divers Encamia, ind the word Kepeaw.
may- poflibly denote only. a- /i‘orm, as in AZs.

xxviiy 20,

Weil: but what ef this » < Why,” fays Dr.
Nichols,. ¢ this feaft was honoured- with own
¢ Lord’s own prefence ¥ How honoured ?_Did:
“our Lord j join in the Cclcbranon of it, or in any.
part of it ? "The context fays not a word of that.
Our Lord bonoured the pharifees with his pre-.
‘fence fo far as to eat with fome of them: It is.
great odds but at fuch 2 time there nnght be

~ fome wapbing of cups and platters, &c. But will:

it follow: that he did any. honour to thefe tradi~

tions t by his Prefence > e

: "Fhe pldin truth is, onrbk&d Lord’toét o
oxcepnons to times, places, or pérfons, whes,
where, and among whom he had a p;ofpe& of

 doing good 3 and I fhould think that caufe not:

ores-focked’ ‘with merits, which wﬂnlzs to draw-
H§ apficatdncd athong the Feris, ata time whea.
great numbers. were aﬂ'cmbhd toytbgr,n ingo a-

@ EG prece--
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,rﬁcsdcn& for, chrmm wﬁtm&n&"nm

" st - tug e

- And this coaﬁdmm vm, I apgsnaei«r
sate the force of what the pions and léarned:
bithop Buwrnet has offéced ih behalf of this clq:ifc
in the XXth article, with refpe@’to our Sa#i-
our’s converfatian.among the Fews, whera
hi#s certainly, ftrained one poiat to_favour tg
church, ind that is by applying our. Sav:guu
obfervation Matth. xxiii. 23.—And not to &m
Itf the other wndeney to rites and leffer matters n

general®. A

. Our blefled Loxd uthaefpakmgofﬁwfe
o " tytking only, and:minute. and .infignificatic ad"
thofe articles ‘may feem to. be, abont which the:
pharifees and fcribes were fo exad, yet had they-
an.exprefs and pofitive law for tything them.oZ)’
namely, Levit. xx¥ii. 3Q. And ALL the. tythe.of
the hind, whether of the feed of the land, or of the
fruitof the tree, is the Lorn'ss it is baly unto-the
D#d. A cafe widely different from “that of:

. siteicand bBr masters, of which: tht law. :ukeu
»0 mention.

. “Fer the refh, thot this excellent prelate has,,,
with a'vein of piety and good fenfe peculiar’ ‘?,
bimfHif,. ﬁud gvery thing, thai can be faxd wnh

={¢ i
- & Bpol.falio, pog. 7 oy
B.ow By
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485 8o ofteeifon, fot extebals eftabilied by*
. ‘Duman authority, yet hath he, upon the whole,
"made s calg.of it not the maft-favourabie te the
prefent circamftances of our church, and muehv

Jefs fuch a afe as wﬁlfan' in with ym lerdm
ﬂnpspoﬁnons. SR
Hmng, asl faid, my lord; oftm rcﬂcaed'my
thefodefonces-of our exterpals, withont receiie,
ing that fatisfaftion I very fincerely fonght fory I,
was in hopes to meet with fome new light fram,
your lordfhip’s difcourfe on this interefting | fub-,
je&s and was not a littls difappointed when I
faund ast.ens text quoted by your lordthip from
_the Newn Teflament, and Aat_sns from. the OVd,*
Jxelative to-the impertense of. external religion i -
.ang what that paﬂ'age wdkuxl,youlotdﬁﬂp,ls
am, now to cxamine. ..

Your lordﬂnp, having obferved that m
m\e < have no cuflomary :\dmoqmon. DRANR:
.sts.call to racolleét the thoughts of Gop m@,
« rejigion- from: o0 Snndaz toamha,”

ued‘sthns. NN

“ lt was far. otlferwift under the law. Thefs
“words, fays Mifus to the children of, TsRARR,.

“waub { cmmnd thee,” [your lo;dﬂup omigs!
" Al DAY, viz. the day when the ten com-

‘mapdments were given, .in Horeby which see'ds
TS m&



’
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were.jult recited in the foregoing chapter, s
ace the words here: referred to 4] < fall be
“*.thina beart. And tha fhalt teach them dili--

<< gently unto thy children, and foalt talk of them
¢ when thou fittefh in thine biufe, and when thou
< walkeft by the way, and when theu e o dovm,
& gnd when theu rifef up.” Deut. vi. 6, 7. To
which your lord(hip fobjoins: “ And as they
‘.‘ were commanded 2ks, fo ‘tis obvions how

‘¢ much the condtitution of that lerw wias adape-
“ed m eﬁ'e& 1T, andhoep uligio- evetin
* visw.”

It was then very ilt, or at leaft very unwifely
done, 'to abrogate that Jaw whofe conftitution.
was adapted to fo excellent a purpofe : But the
trath is, my lord, the conflitution of the Fewifp:
law was juft as much adapted to ¢ffes? the per-

" fermance of, or tokeep in view the religion here

.meant by Mafes, as the mufick and- vefiments in

" 9 Compare’ Ferem. vii. 22, 23. with Bxod. xix.

& - Theright reverénd and werthy bifkop Sfuy,
by schpisable weatife an the Prieffbed, obfeaves that:
« sfter Mofes had been the firft forty days with God
¢ in the mount, he brought nothing down but the
« .two tahles of themaral law,.asif No oTHRR, law:
. had Been THEN intended ; but when he found the.
people—workhipping the golden calf, God feests:
s gth thin to have refolved—to load thcn‘:mh ai
** nymber of religious rites and ceremonies, in dired
o oppoﬁuon to the cufloms of the Ey)!tdu, ? &t

pag . - ) ",.\ - ey -
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Ponr Lo g’ e.cathedenl st Dytbamard adapeod
AR DYOBAIR family. rojigiom and : the: weightier
makters of judgwent, merey, sndfuseh, im thoved
“'Mujes'ia the two next verfes &oes on thus
Hird thoi balt bind them Jor a fign upan thixe baud,
and they fball be as ﬁom‘/m betwean thine ayes ; apd
Yook fBalt write them upon the pofis of thine boufe
~and upon thy gates. Now both the frequency and
proximity of thefe domeflic figns, make it very
plaln that the grear and confpicaous parts of thei
seliglom; the public calls which they had by the
sonflitation of their law, were zor adapted to.
RE, what Mifes in thjs paffage . wanted to
have cffed, viz. obedience to the. moral law

Faritis: to. be ‘obferved of thafe figns, thab
they weya not (lilte ceremhonies propetly fo cal-
led) [ymbokic reprefeusnsions, bue the precepts
themfeives exemplifie] in: writdom, whick it s
truc, i proeefs of time, were abwied to- the:
przpoles of fuperflition + ; and when that time
¢ame,. and thefe natural and fimple figns and,
TS RETEN R o ’ '.
< FRerabbim # afteritimes had made thefe o
15 $f#efi to. fome Yews in fefpect of their ‘arizinl.
purpoR,that they enjoined them to be written only;
inone fortof charalter, “ 4/ Phylazeria £ Schedes
& Shibates baxd aliss guam Affyriacos charafieres ad-.
Biderd: ks, in Kbyis ero facris deferibendis, literis
SN am Gracis uti concedityr, Jed bis falis)” &g.. Maiy
momidesapud Wagenfeil SoTa, pag. 970.. R
Coene MCe-
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memorials had degenerated into sraed \Rbyleflosy
ey &c; they then recnived their comtemuation
with other things which had a more. naturst
tendency to fuch abufe. A fufficient intimation;
one.weald think, to ali future times, of the fa-
aroachibg natare of ‘fuperitition, which” cobld-

ommvert foch expediedts of plain and bieful ia-
kt&h into implements of mere db:nxnp.:
aad hypocrify. .

Y flould" have - thought, mdeec!, that thcte
were fome expreffions io- this paflage cxted bg
your lordfhip, that might have kept any m
out of this miftake, and prevented his coae,
founding the werds there fpoken of, with’ tﬁ,
words of the ceremonial liw; which lattcr it
furely was.never intended -that fathers 3pd.
mafters of families fhould teach their houft.
holds : . This kind of.teaching.was. the fole pri-
vilege angd. duty of ths priefls, who had-jndecd
;ocmmﬁc to.teach.aay- zhng eu'oah‘::::

¢ ¢nmmmﬁndn[wmmmmmm’&uﬁ;' |

¢ was not the whole law of Mefes, but the arumd )

., hw only, the laws about exteraal refgism,; o yebl>
» gious werthip. For .as the. g['minl pas of . M
“ qffice was Confioed 10 pofiyive and infivired Was
‘\u is-natural to believe that their teacking. was of-
greater extent.” Bifhop Stery on - the: P
E‘g.,ﬁ Ivis humbly recommended 1o the-Jeadead
slogymas of thc chureh of Engigad) nevas
© contead:




fo“e'n-i'ﬁo:mxv“}w%‘ g
m‘%ax%amn thade thls Smofal teachingd"
W adeie m&ﬁnﬂxax ﬁgnsfo ma: memc-

Y-

-Bo ﬁmI very mnch queftion whether your
Joédthip could have fallen upon any paflage in
the. Qid Teftament, which relates at:all ta your.
fabje®, that would have beenie{sfaou-hiau
your lordthip’s argumcnt ..

But to procced 3 your Iord.(hxp adds : ¢ And
“ wlthout Jomewhat of this nature, picty will
ﬁgow languid even among the better fort of

men ; and the warft will go on. qmctly inag
‘?}nndoncd courfe, with fewer intetruptions

rom within than they would have, were rg-
"'l‘g:ons refle&ions forced oftner upon ‘theix
e 'Winds, and confcquem]y with lefs probabxht’
¢ of their amendment.”  pag, 16.

tm what operation of externolt on the hu-
#aa milnd yout Jordthip collec¥s this' theory, t
cilritiot prefume to fay; I, for my part, believe
that the gkty .of good men may be maiamud

mw ththofedmched paffiges, boe B
ribnfly 1o read over this valuable perforthance, where
m have the, {mﬁﬂmn fe: how Knte theinl:.
& qia.cbnﬁan have to do- withs ¢ires

epternadiysnd ﬁm thence 1 4
\lﬂn‘é:dwuh what propriety he ﬁm’::g:‘bﬁ .
w:anuhng quh: impertanet of Gem. °
2g3rs , h
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in‘fts vigour with dery Jittle of this nature ; i gq& |
-this T am pretty fure of, that if religious re

tions muft be forced upon the mind by «xterals,

it is not afmall fomewhat of tlu: nature, that wdl
do ihe work, ~

-

But to fpeak freely: this method of fvmarg
seligious refleions by ceremonies and external
forms, I doubt, is ftark naught: according te
your lordfhip’s dotrine, it fhould be not ealy
gaod policy, but wholgfome difecipline.to force mep
ia England to come to church, and in France tg
go to z1afs ; in both places for the fame reafon;
namely becaufe the diffenters {whofe objectiong

o ceremonies and outward forms are the {ame
in both kingdoms) bave not /o muck of .exteraalg

as is neceffary to preferve a fonfe of rd:gxon qﬁlj
wfon the minds of the people.

Aud yet,.my lord, the very beft of this Sorcc
bas feldom produced any thing better than hXC'
poerify 1. Probability of amepdment thcre £30

N hn

~

+ “En Poitou & en Xaintonge, &c. les qznaclc
“¢1's plus fieres, les coups. de«béwn. la terrenr i {
“ inf.lence’ du Soldat fujvent de prés les premisigs
“ fommaticn:. Par ce moyen an oe mangue, pag.

ot gagner beaucoup de gens, dans un_fiecle o fawe.

‘ritable devotion ¢ft rare par.towt, & la Hranceifos
 miferable. Ces Mcﬂi«u les convcmﬂ'eu“m;m
“ dfprt pour nétre pas convaincus QUSIQURFRP
* changemens font fifars, Iis voyent que ces nou-
. ‘¢ veasx



4nd QuTRoROXY frater. - 139

«

be little or nome where men attepd pefjgious fo-.
Ketpitiés merely to avoid punifhmeat or cenfure,
- duhere is-then no faneing religions réfle@ions
this way. Bur perbaps ‘your lordfhip ‘might
mean, that “ forms aod externals have in themt
« felves an inherent and patural virtue to force
*’religions - refle@ions upon the mind, and to
_&work prety and repentauce upon the Leart.”
Andithis, ‘irdeed, 1 fhould have thought the
more obvlous. fenfe of your lordfhip’s words,
Kad-it-tot been that I thooght it alfo the lefs
SefeaBble of the two, becaufe it will be impof-
fMet® prove this to be true of oue fort of forors
Gid. not'of anotber 3 and what a door this wil¥
to' all manner of foperftiion and even

Mblc; may Pe' eafily conceived™®: It Being

“ veaux convestis ne vont 3 la Mcfle pour plfipart que
‘¢ le. moins qu’ils peuvent, qu'il fiot les épier & les
A% smenacer, fi on veut qu'il y affiftent.—Ne voild-t-il
4 pasun deflsin fort Apofiolique i* &c. &c. Bavie
Critique gemerale de I ij#u‘u. du Cedwinifme 4y Mr.
Maimbuorg, #m. L ke, VIIL pag. 134, 135.—Hese
#éhave ocular teftimony of the good effels of forcing
tefigions refletions upon the mind by the means of
«xternal religion ; and as-thele (and thefame will hold
§ood of othier fyfiems) are to be thus frconded ere thiy
can have even thefe effetts, may we net juftly con~
‘¢hile that forms have mararally no force or efficacy of
thelr own to difpofe the mind to religian? -
?&.7THe prolific nature of externals is repiefented to
' Ffeinthe exeellent bithep Eleeswood’s letter.20 aw
B68a87Y24 "of the parifs of St, Andrew’s Holbowm
'M;;ﬁ*-!fts.'-ﬂ»‘v Lot Poofone
L TPl B PAR- N '
Sxugby -

-

.
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“indeed the very principle on which the papifts
Jumfy the adoration- of images. - But neichen
even thus do we get clear of .the ther. kind::off
foree; for if externals have this victue todnteren
religious reflelions, &c. it muft be right to-.come
pel thofe who are indifpofed to fach refleQions,,
to attend thefe memorials; and if, as your lord-
fhip has obferved, the people are now in ‘genedad
negligent in their aendance, I do not fed hiow?
compplfion of fome kind cap beamded« ot
But mﬁead of conje&nnpg hew. yonr lud-n
fip would explain this matter confiftenly switi:
prot:ﬁant principles, I wil] beg leavs: tavexbibiev
the very different accounts .we have ofrahe:bges
gioniog and progrefs of rdlglon M i&s
apoftles.

e 1y

He that cometh to G'od mufl belicve lﬁai ke u,.
.and that be is a rewarder of them that diligently.

Juek biw, for wiibout faith it f: xmpajw’ble to Dl tgi
Gan Heb. xi. 6. TR

. If it be demended how we may obmn faithy
the spoftle Pau/ anfwers, fuith cometh by 5

[or report] and baarmg by tbc WJ s éﬁ"
Rom. Xo 370 - Bosaad®
¢ . . o eysy
L Trthen falth the who!e i rengsgn {}1&’.,‘&..
ﬁ‘ath maft be added. wrm, bm'nta, m\

. . iy

PR umc,.



" -and ORTHODEXY jlnbit; o 1%'1
gahce, Mmm, godlinefs, “brotherly l'mdngf iy, apd
cbaxity; For if thefa things, fays the apottle Peter,
Boin gou and obound, tbey make y.u neitber barren
wor snfruitful in the knouledge of our Lord Jnsvs,
CrrisT ; that is, they perfet ’and complete.

ydnr rdxgnon 2 Pet.i. 5, &e. -

&tmmt Jorms and externals neceffary’ to°
samind.the prople of thefe things? T 'thould’
think not ;" any fatther than héaring the word’
of God may be fo called. I more was necefla~
155 eratures precifely- the place Where Péter.
Mﬂd have inferted 'Ms ritoal ®; for in this

vasy place be 8 andeguouring: rhat his readers:

:ngﬁt :bave thefe things akways m«rmmn&raru,\

Aﬁ‘t bis diceafs; v. 15. and yet nothing appears
.«of thefe endeavonrs befides his rehglous éxhor-
.mum and mﬂru&ions in thefc two epxﬁlcs.

I C et

‘ T hat- external ebjed¥sare’in fome cafes ulfeful,

,andiﬂothcrs deceflary, ‘to remind us”'of our.
| chritian duty .and devonon, is true cnough

Aeie

pily” forgot 10 leaxe it-behind him: For,
ifts thefhfelves counld never recover morepf Jm

ys PLAT wvA, fpeaking of the ceremonies of the'
&' ,omnia fwclicuer trafobastar, Prtoys
wBi-box} at, oratione Pates nofier, » é:f.
c ajsvrrnra Jocobds, &c, i Sixri 1.7A
which proccflants fhould have taken Jong ago.

The

st gy

b Pmm only oxmtted bis-stual hen, Butuns

ifal than the Lord’s prayer, Nuda p.imo bec erant*

.

‘
T PAS]
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Tbe heavens declare the ghry of Gony. and the
frmament theweth bis bundy-work. Pf.xix. Td
excite us to particular a&ts of charity, it is fome-
times neceffary we fhould see that oxr brotker
bath me:d.  But where a man is blind and deaf
to thefe natural and familiar admonitions, thegé
is, I doubt, but little hopes of his.becoming «lt
ofa fudden pious and charitable.on ths fgbr of
a church, even. of. a. cathedraly \a umple made.
with hands, and where, if the.

‘us net, we koow the Maft High dwslleth aot,
in any higher, feafe than ‘he dwelleth ia othet
places where two or dwee are gnheud tqe-
“ther in his name. e -

- It was, we may well fuppofc, fonq Ccéﬁde
rations fuggefted by thele and the like paﬂigu ‘
of Seriptufe, which gave occafion, * ia moft
‘s6.ages of the church, to the care of reaﬁmbllzg
¢ men to dmw the people off from laymi'top
¢ great weight upon extersa) things ; npon ﬁr- ‘
%< smal alts of piety;” and for this care,

. lordfhip allows, there has been, for the
ocesfion. Bat, your lordfhip goes on, %
¢ flate of matters is quite changed now “with
¢ us, Thefe [ emrual] things are agglefivt 10
LY degrce, which is, and cannot: bus be -
b tended vmh 'l decay of all that s good ”

r

Strange




and Oafraoooxv ﬁum 't43’

Strange and miferable reverfe of thi ‘ngs -
M hat was- a reafonable care in msf ages of the
chriftian church, and for which there has been-
for the mef? part occafion ; aad a care too, 28 it.
plainly appears, excited by the very genins and
fpirit of the gofpel of Chrift, is at length foper-
feded by a change of which- we have had no-
watning, nor had any reafon to expeét; and it
"is now become bighly feafonable to lay the weight
o0, where reafraable men had<all along” sakex it
offv—1¢ highly feafonable Now to iaftruét the
. people in. thempormce ofutemnl :chgma

45 then the gpfpcl of Chiilt fo fickle and
changeable, that it’s provifions and expedients
of cternal life may be accommodated, like hu-
man pohucks, to, the humours and interefts of
¢very_faithlels and perverfe generation 2. No,
lgy ard, the means of falvation thro’ Chrif
7€, Tike their ever-blefled author, the fame yof-
%”pbl, ) day, and for ever *.. Other foundation
@n no man lay, than is. Ia:df. Ifin any ftate
wﬂxc :brg(lmx church it was reafonsble to de-

¢ the e beggarly elements of external religion,
iths jft a¢ reafonable at this very hour.

jl 24

ol WM& ' 'bé from fixiag upon your lord-

'ﬁﬁ Mwn inﬁnuat!on, that the care of
o Tuhueg g o
L4 ch xiii, 8. t1 Cor.m 1.

1,99

red-
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reafinable men above mentioned hath in any de-
gree contributed tohe decay of all'that is geod.
Yet furely your lordthip fhould have apprized
us here, how this decay and this negled -came
in compaay together ; and what dependance they
have upen each other : your “fordfhip’s filence
on this head you will give me deave to-fupply,

. from fome memoirs of a very good judge of
fach matters.

"¢ | have ever efteemed our reformation from’

“ popery a gréat work, and blefs God for it

¢ daily; and yét I am fometimes -apt to calf’

¢ fome of thofe, who had the title of reformers
«¢ (efpecially of the latter fets in.queen Ejiza-
« both’s time) very little men; and think tbq
¢ rather deferve the charafter of rcforws,
<« who labpoured, at the expence of theit eale
< and fubfiftence, and fometimes of théir lives,
* to convince the natign that, as chriftians and

“ proteftants, we had common priaciples and

«« precedents enough in the New Teftament,
¢ ypon which to unite and to edify each other,.
% without having recourfe to idle and unnecef-.
* fary human ioventions. Thefe men could
¢¢ hardly ever obtain an eqmtable or even & pa-
*¢ tient hearing from the people in power ; who
¢ never, that I can learn, gave any betterreafon,.
¢ for pot taking the eour{e recommended to
] ﬁltﬂ,

!

|
|
|

|
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< them, than that ¢ thefe outward circumftan-
e ces wege indifferent things, and.that they had
¢ gutherity 1o do.as they pka_/ed about them.”

"« Later ages have had the advantage of ad-
¢ ding to this weighty argameat, that of long
“ poffeffion; and what is there that human
b authority and_antiquity togcther, have not .
% coined into rehgnon ? Anrd thus it is, thatour
¢ externals have been blown up fo far beyond
¢¢ their natural fize and fignificance ; and have
« o long taken place of better things, that we
«* feem to have forgot where we began; and
¢ moft of usare as much at a lofsin #his age for
* true religion as ever. But tho’ thefe pieces
ss.of antiquity will do Zittle for oer common
*s people, who feem, indeed, of late to care as
« little for them as wifer men; yet they wild
¢¢ flill do for one fort amang us: They will (ave
¢ them a great deal of trouble, and perhaps
* fomethiag elle, which they might otherwife
* {uftain by being put into a: laborious courfe
¢¢ of reforming and edufymg the people com-
<< mitted to their care, by the toilfome methods
< of the gofpel. Let you and I be filent, and
< make as good a {H¥t with them as we can ;
“ for, aflure yourfelf, we fhall have nothmg
< better in this age *.”

% Fum a private Letter written 17 3‘2 :
. ¥WOL. IV, G Whether
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'Whether bis account of the decay of all that
is good, or your lordthip’s has more of truth
and teafon in it, muft be left to the judgment
of the public; in the mean time, permit me
humbly to reprefent to your lordhip, that, in
our prefent circumftances, 1. It is not feafon-
able to inflruct the people in the importance of
external religion 5 and, were it feafonable, that
2. It is not praflicable to revive any greater
reverence for our own external religion, than it
has at prefent, by any fort of inftru&tion what-
ever. :

1. Inftruion in the importance of external
religion is not feafonable. That papery is gain-
ing ground upon us daily, is a matter of fa&
attefted by very confiderable witnefles. Befides
others of no obfcure eftimation in the world,
an emijnent and leading prelate * hath on two
public eccafions, one in 1745, and the other
1750, given the nation warning of it : What the
confequence of this may, and if itgoes on, muft
be, is eafily apprehended. < Every heart alie-
¢¢ pated from the proteffant, religion [to ufe the
¢t words of the fame judicious bifhop with a
« Jitle variation] carries®ff with it a pair of

% Bp. Skerlock in his fermen on the late redellion,

and in his lettes to the clergy and people of Londos
and #'efu.infler,upon occafion of the late earthquakes. _

‘2 . ¢¢ hapds
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« hands from the defence of our gracious kmg
¢ and his government }.”

I will not fay but there may bc different ways
of accounting for this increafe of popery; but
of this I am certain, that there is not an argu-
ment for it, which can be fuppofed to influence
our common people, that does not derive it’s
weight from the value and impirtance of external
religion,

And this deferves to be confidered by us of
the church of England fo much the rather, as
the diffenters affirm ¢ that the converts to po-
s pery are gathered from our church by thow-
‘¢ fands, whereas it is hardly ever known that
“ one is gained from them *.”

When 1 firft met with this interefting fact,
I bethought me of confulting Mr. White’s de-
fence to fee what confolati n might be had from
t'at : and his anfwer, which is remarkable, I
fhall now fet down, as greaily to my prefent

purpofe.

- This gentleman having intimated, ¢ that the
“ foggeftion may be groundlefs, or, if true, may

+ Thankggiving fermon before the commons,
Fane 7, 171
* Difienting gentleman's 1ft apfuer to Mr. #kite's
lcltex< pag. 1z. .
G2 ‘¢ be
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¢« be well accounted for by the difproportion ja
¢¢ the numbers belonging to each party ;> goes
onthus: * And'if more, in proportion to the
« number of each, have been gained from
¢¢ amongft us, the reafon why is not that which
¢ he has fuggefted [viz. the conceffions in xxth

1

“¢ article of our church] but another, even the

¢ multitude of fe&ts that are among us. We,
$¢ for the moft part, are educated and infiruéied
¢¢ in juft notions of the nature, unity and commu-
¢ gion of the catholick church, maintained in
¢ the church of England, and of the great Im-
‘“ PORTANCE and NECESSITY thereof ; while
¢¢ their people a;c, generally, fo inftrulted, 3s
¢ to have no kind of notion of thefe matters, or,
“ if-any, it is only of the no-neceflity, ar rather,
* the infignificancy thereof. And hence itis
« natural for our people to be more eafily fcan-
¢ dalized at thofe fchifms and divifions which
¢¢ they fee among us, and more fufceptible of
¢ impreflions from the artful infinuations of
¢ Romi/b emiflaries concerning them. This is
< far more like than that he affigns to be the
*¢ true reafon that more converts *,” &c. -

Sec here, my lord, the diffenter’s charge nqt
only confefled, but clearly made out by thjs
acute advocatefor the charch of England | ——

® 1ft Defence, pag..|6.‘
<« Far
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o Far more like 2 Why, is it notthe very fame,.
enly puthed more home, 3nd excmplified in
plainer and ftronger terms 2——The charch Jf
England claims a power to decree rites or cere-
monies, and authority in controverfies of faith,
and therenpon founds the NEcEssITY and 1m-
PORTANCE of unity and communion with her.--
‘Here the Romanift firikes in and -fays, < Aye,
¢ but the church-of England does not pretend
s¢ to be the cathelick church, and confequently
4¢ caa mainmin no fauch claim. The catholick
« church is withss, and «s only, and it is there
¢ that you muft look for-the neceffity and tmpor-
$¢ tance of unity and communion.”

_ Tt % therefora for the honour of the church
of England, to obferve that fhe gives none of her

members any {uch #atiois of unity and commu-
nion as Mr. /V%ite pretends. She acknowledges
and prays for all as members of the catholick
church, who “ca]l themfelves chnfhans, and,
¢ hold the faith in unity of sp1rIT in the bond
< of peace and in rightcoufnefs of life.” * The
vifible church of Chrift, fhe defines [art. xix.]}
to be ¢ a congregation of faithful men, ia the
¢ which-the pure word of God is pteached, and
¢¢ the facraments be duly miniftered according
¢¢ 10 Chrift’s.ordinance, in all thofe things that”
¢ of neceffity are requilite to the fame;” and:
what is not ¢¢ of neceflity requifite to the fame™
G 3 the
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fhe teils ug, art. xxxiv. viz. the rites or cere=

" monles of every particular or national charch

¢ ordained only by MAN’s AUTHORITY.”

What juff netions now can the church of Eng~
land give, confiftently with thefe her capital
do&rines, of the importance, and more efpecial-
ly of the receffity of communion with ber, or
with any other particular or national church,
where the peculiar diftin&tions are buman rites
and ceremonies, or, in your lordfhip’s language,
Siorms and externals ? And how fhould her
members who are jufly educated and inflructed,
be fcandalized at divifions, at which the church

herfelf is not fcandalized ? For my own part, if
there is any man who teaches oF propagates any

fuch notions, as tend to create the fcandal and
{ulceptibility of Romifh infinuations that Mr.
14 b'1e {peaks of, I am for having him feverelp
cenfured as an unfound member of the church
of England.

In agreement with thefe dofrines and defi-
nitons, it is abfolutely neceflary to uaderftand
the word church in the xxth article. So Mr.
Rogers underflood it, namely for every member of
Jfaund judgment in the fame ; and Rogers, writing
under the wing, and probably by the dire&ion
of Bancreft [as high a churchman as ever pre-
fided init, Landexcepted] was not likely to go

belrwe
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&Jw the fenfe of the church in his-expofition ;.

whatcver fenfe may have been put upon the
words fince thofe days, concerning which I think
the church of England (much, I am afraid, to:
her lofs and detriment) has been- too filent and
paflive. ' - '

And here I canmot but flop a while to con-
template the dexterity of our champions in fhift-

ing their ground, and changing .their batteries:

againft the diffenters. Heretofore it was pre~
tended that our fe&s were thie fpawn of the Fe-
Justs, that Fefuits had been known to mix among
them, and that many of their tenets were the
fame with thofe of that order of meg*, . But
furely the Fefuits were viler politicians than or-
dinary in this mifapplication of their craft; the
fetaries, in virtue'of their educatién and in-
firuétion it feems, have ftood their ground, and
bid defiance to all theirartifice ; while the miem~
bers of the church of England—But forbid it

heaven that this fhould be the trath of the

® There feems to be an inclination iwa late learny
&t and fpirited writer, to fix-a charge of wis nature
upon the methodifts [enrbufia/m of the papifls and me-
thodifts compared, part ii. pag. 179. o the tnd] Whet
ther popery will thrive better in this nenw fett than it
hasdoneinthofe of longer fanding, time muft fhows
However, what this ingenious author fays, about the
middle of -pag. 178. is well worth remarking, and
not foreign to the cafe in hand. '

G & cafe;. .
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cafe ; 'and as Mr. White himfelf, and more tham
he are dilpofed to queftion the fact, may I with
all deference to your lordfhip’s: bench humbly
fuggeft, that this matter may be eXamined to
the bottam, and fatisfallion given to all hjs
majefty’s faithful -and affetionate fubjeds,;
which may eafily be done by their lordfhipsre-
quiring punétaal asfwers to two fhort queries,
fent to the minifter and churchwardens of every
parith. vriz. 1. How many perfons in your pa-
rifh have been perverted to popery within thefe
laft ---years? aod 2. How many of thofe fo
perverted had been of the church of England,
and how many of them proteftant diflenters,
and of what depomination ? But

2. I am afraid, my. lord, inftruction in.the
importance of external religion would, at this
time, be unfeafonable on another account; the
people who would moft want thefe inftrutions,
are; itis doubtful, vninftsu@ed not only in the
smportance, but in the wery principles of any re-
lngxon. The ignorance of our common people
even in thofe religious matters which are eafieft
to underftand, as well as ta. remember, I mean
the hiftorical paffages of the New Teftament, is
hardly to be conceived by thofe who have not
had fome particular occafion of converfing with
thcm on thefe fubjets ; much lefs do they know

the faving trmhs of the gofpel, and the terms of\
O eternal




and OrTHODOXY foaken. 153
eternal life grounded on that hiftory ; would
"your lordfhip have the inftru@ion of this fort
begin at the importance of externalsin religion?
Thefe at the beft are but ufeful or c?&i’mg as
modes of expreffing the faith and piety thay is
already in the beart: but what protkﬁan{ or
chriftian ufé can tbey make of them, to whom-
externals have nothing to convey worth their
having, and who have nothing to- exprefs by
_their means? Bat, .

2. It is not pradticable, I imagine, to revive
any greater reverence for our ewn externals, than
they have at prefent, by any fort of inftruction.
For, A

" 1:) If the ftrefs of this inftrulijen is*to be’
laid on the edifying nature of the things them-
felves, they have had their weight for a courfs-
of no lefs-than two hundred years, and can 7z~
turally make no fironger impreffions: than they:
have done. . Every argument has been offered’
in their behalf which the moft ingenious and"
learned men in the kingdom: could think of.
And if it might be fuppofed that new arguments -
and topics in their favour could be found out}
yet, if, as the honelt - gentleman above quoted
has remarked, thefe externals are inconvenient
and difgufting in the praclical part, thefe new
argumeants will be fo far obftruQled in their ope-

ration, and fail in their eflect. .
gs . 2.}
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2.) It will be rcwcmbered that there have'
been men in our communion of cquaI judgment,
and, perhaps for the moft part, in equal nuto-
bers, who have been differently perfuaded con-~
cerning theedification to be had from our forms:
Neither will it be forget, that thefe very forms,
comprized in the word, church, have given coun~

tenance and occafion to- much diforder and ilt

temper,and to much faftion and fury in the
kingdom : and tho’ this circumftance of itfelf
thould beno argument sgainft the things them-
felves, yet it wil] be made one, and I doubt more:
pains muft be taken to- teach people to diffin-
guyh in {uch cafes, than the clergy well cany
or will be willing to fpare from other bufinefs.
The intrigues of Charles the fecond’s time, and-
the inconfiftency of the aét of uniformity with
his two declarations, nothing can glofs over. A
late fenfible and fufficiently cautious writer,
whom I have quoted above, has indeed ventured:
to hint that the goverament at #hat time in mak-
ing this law had fome fenfz of incomveniences, and
were direCted by confiderations of propriery
in the alterations they made in our fervice. His
words are thefe : ¢ At the time of the reftora-
¢¢ sion of the church and monarchy——our li-
¢¢ turgy had been out of ufe, as well in private
‘¢ as in public affemblies, almoft twenty years.

¢ Yert it is obfenrable, that even then, the go-

- ¢ vernment
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< vernment was /o fenfible of the incomvenientes
¢ of any great alteration in forms which the
¢¢ people had yet fome remembrance of, as to
‘¢ think it proper to dirett the commiﬁbnei's,
¢¢ appointed to confider of thofe things, to avoid,
¢ as much as may be, even all abbrevidticas thar
¢‘ fhould be found neceffary *.”

" Here we fee the eltablithment of /o much more-
than fome péeople hoped for, or, confidering the:
declarations abovementioned, had good reafon:
to hope for, is afcribed to fenfibility and tender-
nefi for the people; perhaps this viriter may

- believe fo, and perfuade fome others to bé of

that mind.

But however that be, the fheets of this pam-
phlet were fcarce dry from the prefs when anoe
ther made its appearance, in-which the author
gives us lcave to think very differently of this-
matter. What bz fays of the aé? of uniformity
is as follows : ¢ How thefe words; fo.the uf¢ of,.
¢¢ came to be omitted out of the exprefs form of
¢¢ words that are ordered to be read in church
s¢-for a legal qualification, I cannot: fay, nor.
‘¢ whether they were omisted out of negle¢t or:
¢ by defign : but I own, it {eems to me, when.
¢ I confider the humour of the txm:s when that

" *® Fr.and Imp, Confid. pag. 5, 64 )
- G 6 y Toseadt
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¢ at was made, that it was done with defign g
< as a SNARE to oblige poor confcientious men
< who did mot read the a& of parliament at
¢¢ length, to give up their livings, rather.thay
¢¢ declare their unfeigned affent and confeat to-
¢ all and every thing containcd in the book of
¢ common- prayer.*”

. Your lordfhip here fees two very different
opinions of the men and times when the af3
of .uniformity, which eftablifhes our prefent ex-
ternals, was made. If the opinion of the latter
is to be rdgarded, all may not be right with the
externals themfelves in favour of which fuch a
bafe and cruel artifice was projetted. Itis true;
the other gentleman would give us a different °
idea of the difpofition and councils of thofe
times ; but why fhould we believe the one, rather
than the other ? If, as ecommon fame reports;
and the geatleman himfelf intimates, the Confi-
derer publifhed his work under the wing of
authority ; the other declares himfelf to be a
elergyman of the eftablifbed church. And the ¢ffay
fpeaks fufficiently for his good fenfe and integri-
ty. And, if he alfo may have the aid of com-

* 'The author fubjoins this note : « And accord-
“ ingly there were 1800 perfons, that were aQually
« deprived of their livings rather than fubmit to the
«¢ terms prefcribed—"" and it is worth our notice, de-
prived by an gpbreviation, )

mon




and OrTHODOXY fhakens x5

mon fame, his ftation. in the church is in the
Mgheft rank.

Thefe are difficulties, my lord, which, whea
they fall in a.clergyman’s. way, will greatly ob~
firu& his inftruétions in the importance of our
externals. Nor,, : -

3.) Do I apprehend he will have much better
fuccefs in urging the authority. of the church.
The time was indeed when the language of mef?
of our clergy was, Stir not a flep out of the.dires?
paths of the church+ ; and thenconfiderablenums»
bers of the people were inclinable enough to
liften to them, But ths flate of matters-is quite
changed withus nowin this refpe@ alfo ;. and ma«
ny accidents have intervened, which will.pre-
went our retreating into this fronghold, or, how=
ever, our fortifying it into a tenable poft.

The incomparable bithop Burnet in the ded:-
cation of the third volume of his hiftory of the
reformation,.printed- 1715, has-thefe remarkable
words. ¢ Your majefty, we truft, is defigned
¢ by Gob to ¢ompleat the reformation itfelf ; to
 rectify what may.be yet amifs ; and to- fupply
44 what is ‘defective among us; to oblige us to
4¢ live and to labour more fuitably. to our profe(-

4 Memorial of the church of England, in Coke's
dc!eéhon, vol, iii. pag. 247.

. % fion;
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¢t fion; and #mite Us more firmly among our-
& felves, to bury, and for ever to extinguith the
< fears of our relapfing again into popery ; and
. to eftablith a confidence and correfpondence
* with the proteftant and reformed churches:
¢ abroad.™

‘We have Here the teltimony of one bithop howe
Httle expedient it was to adhere, without devi-
ation, to the paths of the church: About the
fame time more of them gave their united opi--
nion of the confequences of this dotrifie of the,
‘memorial 1o this effcét:.

. % We are the more concerned,. &c,~becaunfe
¢ fome who have valued themfelves, and have
¢¢ been too much valued by others, for a pre-
¢¢tended zeal for the church, have joined with:
¢¢ papifis in thefe wicked attempts +.”” &c.

Since this time it hath been obferved that our
great churchmen in general have, greatly to
their honour,. laid afide much of this ignorant
and impatient zeal of contending to the utter~
'moft for every appendage to the church of
England; they are known to be friends to tole-
ration, and to have more moderate and equitablé
fentiments concerning fome particulars in our

+ The bifhops declaration tefliiying their abhor-

) rence of n.bcllxoo, 1715.
prefent
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pecfent ecclefiaftical ofiablithment, than their
forefathers exprefled:

. In thefe circumf{tances it would be in vain for-
the inferior clergy to attempt to build any great
matters in favour of external religion upon a 2eal
Jor the church ; accordingly that {pirit hath alfo.
greatly fubfided among them, and one perhaps.
might go back fome years without finding any.
thing of that furious kind in print, which ufed:
to- pefter the public in the days of Sackevere) *.

One thing, indeed, my lord, there is in all.
this, which I find amufes thinking people a good:
deal : Since a departure from the paths of the-
¢ehurch is, of late days, neither fo offenfive to-
church or flate, as heretofore; but on the con-

trary, may very well be borne with ; it is won~

* So.1 thought, when [ wrote this,. But faunterin
into a bookieller’s fhop, not long after, the firft thing
Ilaid my hands on was a pamphlet, written, as the
title-page imports, by fomething of pr/Byrer, which,,
on the firft opening, exhibited a chara@er of the
petition- to parliament from the city of Briftol,.in fa-
vour of a bill for the naturalization of foreign prote-
flants, in the decent terms of an attempt 10 fill she
wation with beggars and febifmaticks. 1am told the
fuppofed author is an elderly man. What a miferable
time muft he have had with this teizing, hungerftary-
ed, folitary dzmon of Scbifm at his elbow for the Jaft
fwenty or thirty years ?---But, Quaere---What is the
proper religious appellation of an Englith proteftant
of our national church at Gereva #

_ dered
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dered what fhould hinder a free and impartaf
inquiry whether the paths of the church are
really fo direc? as to admit of no juft amend-
ment, and efpecially as-fome faggeftions to the
contrary have been offeredto the public, which
appear to many pious and judicious menbers of
the eftablified church to have great weight,
and will, I apprehend, be another means of
rendering ineffectual our inftructions;in the im-
portance of external religion, as it is circum=
ftanced in"our church at this time,

For my own part, my ford, I am firmly per-
fuaded thatif every® thing be abfolutely right
in the church of:England, our forefathers a&ed
not only more wifely, but more righteoufly tham
we, in compelling people to come into “her, and
in diftrefling thofe who would not : On this fup=
pofition, all who deviate from the church, devi-
ate from the word: of God (for that is the.
church’s rule) and ' ought on no account to be
tolerated. But if there is.any confiderable room»
for amendment and alteration for the better, we
are, upon our own principles of preving all thirgs
&y the word of God, evidently. condemned ; ftir-
ring, in fat and in pracdice, not a flep out of the
paths of the church, even whilft the mof of us
perhaps are confcious that fome of thefe paths
are far from being fo direc?as the application of
eur great rule would'make them.

. Ia.
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Prtheyear 1718, when the bill repealing the
sccafional and fehifm aéls was in debate, bithop
Kennet defined the church of England to be, £
Jeriptural inflstution upon a legal efiablifbment ® =
with which definition I bave always been ex-
tremely pleafed, and at the fame time extremely
defirous to have it verified.

Concerping the Jegality of the eftablithment,
there is not, nor can_be, any difpute; It will
admit of no controverfy ameng thofe who hold®
all their civil rights and privileges under..the
fame authority which eftablifhes the church+ the
queftion upon whish we are chiefly divided, has.
been concerning the firiptuial inflitutin.. A
‘point, which, in reverence to an higher legjfla~
ture, fhould- certainly - among proteflants be
equally clear : If this matter is not yet fufficient.
ly decided in our favour+, it is by no means:’
expedient to-take it for granted, or to confider it
in the light of a point of hemour, fince by fuck
indolence, or fuch arrogange, we are lofing the 4
moft valuable advantages and benefits of our
eftablithment ; the true original end of which:
undoubtedly is, the edification of the people of.

* Tindal’s Continuation, 8vo. vol. xxvii. pag. 230:.
+ Whether it is or not, we may form fome judg-
ment, perhaps, by the controverfy between Dr, Ni-
&'els and Mr. Pigrce, and more lately between Mr.
White and the difanting gentleman, &c. &c.
. Gad,
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God, worfhipping him with one heart and with
one mouth : nor can we ever be juftly vindicar-
ed, by barely conniving at, and permitting the
fe parationr of fo many of our chriftian brethren,
wpon fcruples fo important to them, and, as we:
are oftentimes driven to confefs, fo Lttle impor-
tant to us. !

¢¢ Where unity and peace are dilregarded,
¢« devotion muft be fo tce, as it were by naturak
¢¢ confequence +:"* and difregarded out of all’
doubt they are, whilft we fuffer it to remain
queftion (which has fome undeniable probabi-
Yities againft us) whence and By whom the offence:
cometh,  If that may nov be clearly determined’
By the word of God, it will ot Be very eafy
to afcertain the grounds upon which fo fevere
a WO is denounced’ againft the offeader.

So that; my lord, In whatever light we con-
Kder this fubjed, it is neither feafonable nor
expedient, nor at all conducive to revive prac-
tical religion in- the hearts of our people, to-

+ I have borrowed thefe words from the 17th page
ef a fermon preached at Halifax in. Yorkfbire, July
1751, by Fobn Wat/on A. M. fellow of Brafen Nofe
college in Ouxford and curate of Halifax: which if
apy man, who has fixpence to fpare, will purchafe,.

rufe, and lay to heart,.he will lay out. his time and

is money very well..

-

preachs
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preach up the importance of exterralsin gencral
or of our own in particular. ‘

The importance of external religionis the grand
engine of the papifts, which they play with the
greateft effe® upon our cammon people, who
ar¢ always fooneft taken and infoared by firm
and fbew ; and, fo far as we concur with them
in the principle, we are doing their work, fince:
if externals, as fuch, are important, the phin -
natural confequence is, the more of them the
better. ‘

_ On another hand, our .advocates for the
church obferve and declare, ¢ that our contro~
¢¢ verfy with the proteftant diflenters is not
* about matters of faith, for they fublcribe the
¢« fame articles of faith that we do;” confe.
guently the dilpute is about externals and forms s
snd to iaftrut the people in the impirtance of
our own pecaliar modes, as diftin& from, and ex»
clufive of any other, is to widen this breach, and
weaken the proteftant intereft #is way too ; and
Bot to revive praétical religion, but to foment
and igflame contention, and every evil work, ‘

In the mext place, the exctlient author of
the ¢ffay on jpirit fays, that ¢ a man who fub-
« feribes only for peace fake, and the preferva-
“ tion of the outward forms of fociety, may, for-

¢¢ pru-
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¢ prudential reafons,. honeftly fubfcribe and®
¢ fubmit to the ufe of one eftablithed form,
‘ though he, in his own private opinion, may
‘& think ancther to be better.” There is, my
lord, great reafon to believe, that the honeft
and thinking {ubfcribers-among the clergy of
the church’ of England are, many of them, ia
thefe circumftances. With what heart and
confcience can thefe men fet about” inftructing
the people in the importanee of any thing which
‘they believe to be not-fo edifying as fomethmg
clfe in the room of it would be ?

Upon the whole, thar a- pra&ical {cofe of
religion is at 2 very low ebb' among all ranks
of our people, I very readfly agree with your
Jordfhip'; that this matter ought to be very
ferioufly confidered by chriftian minifters of
all orders and degrees, none will deny ; whe=
ther the method pointed out By your lordfhip:

in this part of your chiarge, #s fo likely to re- -

vive either the credit or the influénce of reli-
gion, as fbme other metkiods defcribed and ‘en-
joined in St. Pauls charges to Timothy and
Titus, or whether indeed your lordthip’s me<
thod is at all proper for the purpofe in our
prefent fituation,——+and laftly, whether our
externals in religion, and’ the circumftances,
appendages, and conditions relating, to them,,

do-
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Ao not rather obftru@®, than forward true
Lchriftian edification, is freely fubmitted to the
judgment of the ferious, difinterefted, and
impartial part of the public, and moft humb-
ly recommended to your lordfhip’s fecand
thoughts, by,

M Lor 4:
Your Lordphip’s

moff refpedful Servant, &c.
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POSTSCRIPT.

N the 12th page of this charge your lordthip
fpeaks of the law of virtue written upon our
bearts, as a topic proper to be infifted on by
the clergy from the pulpits by which, I fup-
pole, your lordfhip may mean what is common-
. ly called the law, or the religion of nature. Now,
my lord, if there is really fuch a Jew written in
every man’s heart, will it not clearly follow, that
religion may, and indeed muft be preferved
- among mankind, whether there is any outward
Jurmofit, or not? - ’

I thould think too, that, whatever becomes
of external forms in religion, it greatly concerns
your lordfhip, that this doétrine of a natura! law
fhould be, not only true in a philofophical
theory, but fairly exemplified in a practical
{yftem, vifible and intelligible to the whole
world ; your lordthip having exprelly afferted
elfewhere, that ¢¢ if in revelution _¢ere be found .
¢ any paffages, the feeming meaning of which is
€< contrary to natural religion, we may moft cer-
¢¢ tainly conclude, that fuch ferming meaning is
¢ not the realone+.” But who can poffibly
conclude thus, till he has a mgf? certain (yltem

+ Bp. Butkt’s Analogy, pag. 160. c
o
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. »f natural religion to jaterpret thefe jémmg
meapings by ?

The firlt time T took particular notice of this
s was'in a controverfial pamphlet epon
the cafe of fubfcription to the xxxix articles of
osr chyrch, where it was cited, as I remember,
to difcredit fubfeription, even to the Scriptures,
explained. any otherwile than- by the fubferiber’s
own fenfe of them, without admitting any man, or
any body of men, to judge of the orthodoxy, the
truth, or the propricty of:that fenfe; and I
thought this authority from your lordthip very
full to the writer’s purpofe.

Bat how will this agree with the impertance
of external religion, the great {fupport of which,
among us, is fubfcription to human forms and.
compofitions ? Are thele extermals written in
our hearts too, and a part of the code natural ?

However, it is but juftice to your lordfhip,
to obferve, that this incautious doélrine of the
anclogy is moft effeGually confuted by an obfer-
vation of your lordfhip’s in this very charge,
pag. 11, viz. ¢ The infinite greatnefs of Gop’s
- {cheme of government, both in extent and
¢¢ daration, togerher with the wife connexion
¢ of its parts, and the impoffitility of acccunt/ng
¢ fur the feveral parts, without fesing the whole

({3 P"a”
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<< plan of providence. to whichy théy: relate ; which
« is beyond the: nimeff firetch ofour Bﬂd‘f-

“ﬁaﬂdmg. . . . -

Tam wer’y fure your-fordfhip will not make
the leaft difficulty in admitting the feveral dif-

" penfations and circumitances of revealed religion
“'to be parts of this feheme of government, this
tlan of providence :* As, therefore, to fee’ the

‘wifdom, propricty, or connexion of ‘all thefe parts,
‘or'to fee the whole plan of providemce, is beyond

" the utmoft ftretth of human underftanding, to
’ which this great intefpreter, matural religion,
. pretcnds on]y to be commmfura!e, what' fhould
" hinder us from concluding, that many feeming
meanings in ‘our bibles 'may be ‘real ones, any

. thing to the contrary in natuml ‘religion not-
wnhﬂandmg.

"'To fpeak my own featiments freely, I have
no better opigion of the clearnefs, certainty, uni-
N farnzty, umwrfal.t,-, &c of this lew of virtue
written in the human beart, than I have of the
importance of external religion : There is a cir-
cumftance .attending this do&rine which ren-
ders the. truth as well as the.merits of it
cxtremely doubtful, and that is, that in its
. application to pra&u:e, is not only not ufefal
for want of proper explanation, but, fo far as it
. is underftood, exceedjngly pernicious to the

prin-
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priaciples and morals of our common people, -
aad, to fay the truth, to the great as well as the
{mall volgar.

The certain confequence of referring man=-
kind to 2 low of natnre or virtne written upon
their bearts, is, their having recoarfe to their oum
lenfe of things oa all occafions, which beiog, in
a great majority, no better than family faperfti-
tion, party prejudice, or felf-interefted artifice
(perhaps a compouad of all) will be too apt to
over-rule the plain, generous, felf-denying and
humble precepts of the gofpel, after all that can’
be faid to difgrace them ; and much more when
they pals for the diflates of mataral religien, and

. people are told iato. the bargain (which, I am

afraid, is too often the cafe) that thefe diCtates
differ no otherwife frém thole of the -gofpel,
shaan as the latter are enforced by more explicit
promifes, and pofitive authority.

If therefore natural religion (be it what you

~ will as to its intrinfic merit) is liable to be thus

miftaken, it is high time to have done with itin
the pulpit ; very few of our common people are
philofophers, or can fee far enough iato the na-
ture of things to analyfe virtue into its compo-
nent parts ; and if they are once led into a mif-
take fo favourable to their own conceits and
prepofleflions, no fubfequent explanations will -
ferve to fet them right : For, having feat them
VOL. 1V, H , - to
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to their own heads and hearts for a rule of Iife,
you will be greatly difappointed if you expe&
they will allow you to manage it for them.

.- Upon this account, my lord, I would have
seligion proved, defended, and taught by the
chriftian minifer from the BIBLE only ; and
1 would have every fuch minifter plainly and
honeftly tell his.people that he has xo other
. proof of its original, its truth, its obligations,
iss prefent beaefits, or its future rewards, to lay
before them, than what is. contained in the
Scriptures ; which I would alfo have him w0
exhort them to fearch and ftudy for themfelves
with the utmoft diligence and application ; and
thep he may fafely let the reit be at their owa
peril.

+ And here I cannot bu? take notice, before I
ehake an end, of my fingular misfortune in dif-
fering from one of your lordfhip’s diftinguithed
merit,and eminent Qation,in two fo confiderable
articlesy 28, .4 . daw of virtue written upon our
begnts, and The .importance of external religion,
svhich, indeed, it is not common to find among
* the fawurm ofifnmx of one and the fame man.

Pcrhaps it may be as uncommon to find them
: in.difgra.e with one and the fame man: But fo

irhappeas: I bave had a long, and, as I am-

vcnly perfuaded, a reafonable quarrel to'them
3 ‘ boh,

e ——d
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&oth, as well on account of the unfriendly con-
traft between the theories on which' they are
feverally fupported, and the genuine grounds of
the chriftian difpenfation, as for the incredible
mifchief they have done to pra&ical religion g
being adopted as principles by infinite numbers
of our people who neither know the meaning of -
the one, nor the ufes of the other, and to whom .
they have been, in different ways, inltruments
to miflead them from the wholfome and living
waters of the golpel, to the broken and muddy
cifterns of buman fufficiency and buman authority.
To the firft we owe the flourifhing ftate of in-
fidelity and its ‘legitimate progeny, a profligate
vorruption of mapners, among all ranks and de-
grees of our people; to the latter we are behol- -
dea for the progrels and advancement of popery .
{the bafeft and moft thamelefs of all fuperftitions)
to the manifeft hazard of our cisil and religious
fiberty, which will be no longer fafe than our
gracious and righteous fovereign, and his pro-
teftant defcendants, are fecure from the inceffant
and diabolical machinations of Remifh emiffa-
ries ; from which may Gop’s good providence
continue to protett them; in which prayer,
potwithftanding my opinion of the tendency of
your lordthip’s dotrine, Iam perfe&ly aflured,
your lordfhip will join with,
My Lerd, (once more)
Your Lordfbip’s, &¢:
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M~ #redll, sutho? of (h ingetious traf; and
of the Awimadverfions on acertain Prelate’s Remarks,

&c, inferted in the 3d val. of this work, was a man for

fingular and extraordinary that a fhort account of him

wilj be acceptible to thereader. & T ° .

- He w‘as‘cﬁsz fo 4n’attofnéy, when being recom-
mended to Sir Robert Walpoke as a man of moft ready
wit and invéntién in writing, ke tock him into his

- feryice, and emplayed him, forra comfe of yearsin

- writing the Free Briton, sid othtt papers in defence

© of his admipifretion, for which he-affigned him a
thoufand pounds yearly out of the treafury : and be-
fides thofe public papers, he wrote feveral occafional
tra&s in defence of his Patron, who laid the treafury ‘
open to his demands. But when Sir Robers refigned,

all his fapplies being foppéd; and Baving fpent his
,» DBCY asf}a”?ﬁm llﬂ;m‘ceindiit)and&ing inp;d'dbt a
thoufand pounds, hg died of 2 brokep 'heats ip the
-26th yeir of-his age.” - .
His invention was fo quitk, that Sir Robert ofed to
s-fay, nqman in England copld. wiive a pemphlet ifffo
litle time as drrall. His.expences were boundlefs,
having at one ¥me ready furdithed lodgings in three
ﬁ‘ the-eity; amt-keepimg—= cogthrard
Xe . - [ RS T
- ;Ii‘ftwarmh'ur‘vf"tht'iﬂﬂrn‘?hﬂ’ &zx on bis
medeff ipfiriRivn ty tby cryws) sin cthe ¢3fg ofiDr,
Run?i;t,”:ppbin&cd l;iaiq ng ndouds, 9l: “alfo
wrote O;foficicn 1o pﬂqu of Pd¥idrifn;’ Clodius and
. ond L. iy

neRndRhents &

genious and plaufible apologies for the adminiftration
of that time. It is faid, that he affe@ted to be a
_geulmax,.bnf behaved in all companics awan ar/e--
wey'scoks " I ’
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THE K
COMPLAINT
’ OF THE

CHILDRENof ISRAEL,
- &P -

Reverend Str, § N : M
‘LTHOUGH I am a Jew, a.circamiifed
; © Few, it will be allowed me to.addrefs
.myfelf to a chrifiian high prieff 3 nos
.will the rabbins of out religion candemn me far
«this applicationy fince I come to-you ia behalf
of a nomerous innocent people, groaning voder
. dpprcﬂipp, obliged to contribute to every: puli—
lic charge, yet excluded from every publis. ey~
ploymeat ; and this, on no other acceunt than
that of religion, though you know,. aad , I douht
not, are ready to avow, that: the cHRISTIAN
religion was never intended, mor qught, to lave

4+ Ds. Gikfon, bithop of Londox.. i .
’ B 4 the
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the RIGHTS OF MARKIND in a weorfe condition
 than it found them.

-+ The truth is, that we, the Jews of this king-
dom, who hive always been peaceable well-
meaning men, fubmitted with patience to this
hardfhip, becaufe we never yetfaw our chriffian

‘coutitrymen agreed in opinion, whether chrif~
tians in general are qualified by cbriffianity itfelf
for public employments; and we were led to

. believe, thatif the faith of Chrift admitted of fo
much diftin&ion, if chriffians might be feparated
from ciriflians, and only thofe of a favourite
complexion entitled to offices, the Fews in this

cafe could not hope for much indulgence from

a people who have /¢ little for one anather.

" -But fince this fumbling block of offence is likely
to be taken away, fince it is propoled that no
man’s RELIGIOUS OPINIONs fhall be any
looger his ¢ivil qualification or difqualification,

we hope, that preteflant diffinters will not be the

- "amly men received within this righteous compre-
‘henfion, bat that yew, Sir, whole equity we
reverence, though we differ from your faith,
-will be sur patron on the principle of sniverfal
charity; that as the great apefile of your reve.
lation gloried to be ftiled the apoffle of the Gen-
tiles, you will think it no dithonour to be the
~ BISHOP OF THE JEws, and that as your Sa-
viour

SNBSS S— ]
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viour himfelfaid Of od¢ i his times, ‘we :m;‘y
fay of you with equal wruth, Bebold an I,

raclite in whom ghere is no gynle.  Fory, . 5

‘We huve an wnqpcflionable .right to youir .

)rmﬂta, if yon -are unqueftionable-in your
" Buceritys (as who dare even fufpelt it 2) we ase
told by fome criftiame who fometimes attend ot
ehurch, that in your pwipit where you .never
deceive, and i your prayers where you never
diffemble, you befeech God for- Jrws, Tarks,
and Infid:ls, giving us the preference of thofe
who believe the rabian prephet, as you. prefes
Moabometans before thofe who believe noneat all,
Now, it would be nnreafonable to throw n;
wholly on'the care of heeven, without ihewnps
fome regard to us on your own part : It would
be impofing a burtben on the providence of
God, and expecting bim to work miracles, whilft
you négle& the natural means of doing us good.
If therefore you refufe our veafonable requefis;
and fivour us with axprofitable prayers, you a@
the part of conrtiers, who profefs a' world of
refpedt for theie friends; whilft they avoid cvery
oppoituaity of ferving themi, -and gev rid of
them at It by recoimending them 0 privices
or great perfons, who have cither no leifure to
mind them, or no obligation to prefer them., !

We hope for greater candour from. you,. Sif,
apd are therefore thus free to trouble you with
Hs our
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ohr moft reafonablc apprd\enﬁon,‘ tbat thoﬂgk
¥rom'‘the Hgid faMtutions of cur Feligion
eercty-one of vs mdft (uthet” ce¥tain midilations s
 the fifb, et we ought frot from ‘g Cohliderae
4ion, cither Bumbiy oridispry o G fuch «
wivil cixcumicifion; 883 et whit Jf alt¢mplof
- ynente, Eveh i bur matiye:ComItY; dndér eg&
yerament-whofouithorty we Juve shtyed, ahd
" whofe cftablithwvent: wk havé $appéfred - with
fuch: irroproadhalie "ARING, sl Yeehr Bfinte-
vofted 2éul;.. that erérs t)ﬁﬁt’:&ﬁiﬁffi‘ “pain‘%?:
Chiot forgetting hx‘Hmﬂ"M‘ﬁu%ﬁku‘fat)’ Wﬁo
¥n C&taln Occafions have ‘b‘cen“f vbﬁréd %v;zh
the trafts and loaded with the ountics of this
yoyal family, would bé" flattére bc;onﬁ wha:
theit modefty can bedr, wéte it faid 'in ther
;rdﬂ'e, "that'théy have’not Sehavtd 1o the gawm‘

ment WORSE THANK"® vtmr jsws’. R
R O

1o fadt, our prefcnt uﬁge is.mot-z gncvotll
than what we endured, even: iu the laxd of
Fgspt. We wene fo far from being onddr 'ins
capadities " thete, ithat [Joseew,;.-a lanwndifd
Yrw, was king Pharavk's Priwe Miniérik}
vader whoft gentle adminittration we: Houithéd
exceedingly ; which'is more thad we Rave Sacd
done by the faveur of ‘miniflers, though fdany
have béea #n former times, who withted- 92/j #iv<
~eumeifion to make them PERFECT J EWS. ..

A Mr. Pa/la)s ._ i

LA Y la
Py | 2
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This exclufion from the trufts of that focicty
w‘lnch we belong to, is the more intol¢rabl®
grievance, becaufe, hould you look into all thc
offices of bufinefs, Whether civilor ecclefs a/iu'al we:
magy {afely appeal to your candid opinion, whe-
ther you know many perfons employed therein’
who bebave themfelves BETTER THAN. Jaws.

Weare not to be anfwered, as the difenters-
Tave been, that repealing the 1¢fls would be of
fmall advantage to us; for, Ged, and yous
while order know, we ever had more fcrupulous
confciences, than to be occafional conformifls,
Aund though bread-and wine are extremely pro~
Jper to be eat and drank with the pafchal lamb,.
‘yet we ftriétly adhere to ourown paffover, and
mever in-our lives made frce with your facrament:

Nor are we to be anfwered, as the papifis very
juftly are, that we favour the prmnder or, that’
we feek to eftablith a foreign jurifdiction withips
hix majefly’s realms : for ysu, Sir, can bear ys-
. witnefs, that we feek for no king but our lorig

" expected Meffich ;- and that we folicit no kmg;
dom within lefs diftance than the holy, city, where:
we might fafely be ‘trufted, could we refcye it
- out of the hands of the infidels: 'So that as the-
Pope and Turk would undoubtedly be the chief:
encmics to our empire, we have all the mem
H 6. , of
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of preteflants in oppofition both to Popery and

oAdabom:tanifin. And perhaps it may be faid
with the ftriteft truth, we have not coatribut-
ed, like too many Protcflants, to make ofwr
countrymen groffer 316oTs than Papiffs, and
greater sLAVES than Turks. But this is fo zender
a point, that we may not, without incivility,
enlarge upon it in an addrefs to you.

However, without giving offence to goed pro-
teflants by unfeemly refle@ions, we infift that
Yhe Jews are in all refpe&s of equal merit with
the Fremch HucoNoTs, who thew themfelves
' “confcious of our fuperiority, by their continual
. ‘attempts to outvy us in the frowszinefs of their

erfonsy and the fallownefs of their complexions, in
maguifying the lofles they have fuffered tbrongh

perfecution abroad, and hoarding up the gains -
they have acquired. By ufary at bome: nay, we
are ready to acknowledge, that, as far as dirt,
‘avarice, and extortion can make them JEws,
‘they might be convifted upon any ftatute againft
Fudaifm ; and even circwmcifien is not wanting
" to moft of them, though we will not fay as
- ‘PROSELYTES. But then you will do us the
joftice to own, that we were led by wife men
‘and great’ captains; by Mofes and Aaron, and
Fopua, with other extraordinary perfonages,
_which will at any time fet the children of Ifrael
;bove a rabble of ndnculous cnthnﬁaﬁs, who
were
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were lod:By duchipiveling: vesmin 552 BYopbip
Lay, atidthie prister® of the Ok Wabig, 6 the
Covffimns: Proigflimti -+~ - * .0 - ;
. Not xhat -the Faws oppofe any ind -
whish the legifleture may be difpefed.to ‘grame
tothe foveral fiBaries in religion : :but we hope
whatever tolcration is gramved, that:we' thil}
bave our fhare of it ; that it will not be partial
md unjoft ; or limited to a few, who complaig
of every church which will not receive thetp

. within the peke of its immunifies ; and who,

when they are taken in, shut the door upon al
who differ from them. - Sach confine all charity
to thofe who diffent from the thirty-nine artices,
# # people were ot asmuch to' be pitied, that'
camnot Believe the creed itfelf; and, as if more
indulgence were allowable to win men gver to'
the church, than to bring them over to the
-+ If therights of nature ave alledged in maintet
mance of this claim ‘to public offices, whereln
have the diffenters a better title to employments
than the.Faws? Are we not MEN, becaufe we
are circumcifed ? . Are.we not under the protece
tion of the law of natars, becatife we are under
® One W W, a Fresch prophes, who fet
up fuch a aeekly journal, to have the #ef; repealed
for the benefit of his propbe/ying brethren, the

4
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the difpenfation of the law of Mofes? If it is
of jullice due to them Can it with juftice
be denied to us? And if an a&t of parliament
fs to pafs, which fhall give this capacity of exe-
cuting publicoffices to all who live in.obedience:
:ta public anthority: Can fuch an.a& be
confiftent with itfelf, without comprehending:
the Ycu: ? .

If the naxural right of the _'}'ew: to fuch am:
‘indulgencc mnght peed fuppon from othier con-
ﬁderauons, could wnte a volume, ifftead of
* pamphfct, to (hew the ban{/bxp: which we la-
‘bour under.. You have laid hold of the pro- .
mise which was ‘made to our father Abrabam;.
and have taken the & ‘ngdim of heaven as your
hhentancc, in right of the children gf Ifrael ;
‘whilft’ you "have excluded the wbolc twelve tribes
from every privilege of the fociety in which any
“of themTive. You have converted our MOIET ¥
of the Bible to your own ufe, and have utterly
_prohibited us from making: any advantage of
ghe New Teflament, which might fatisfy us for
our lofsof the Old. You have violenty feized
upon MosEs and AARON, and the TEN com-
MANDMENTS, which were our matural pro-
Py ‘and have placed them over your commu-
nion tabln, yet make this pretence of chriffiam:
xommunion a reafon for excluding us from all
advantages as members of the commonwealth :
: !, . .. oL . - - &

{-
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fo ﬂnt our law and osr prophets can afford us no
firote&tion, though.you have, exalted them to
X"‘" Jir/fE-places of. vwrlhjp You have robbed
us of.oux pryg/thacd, efour. l[r;m and Thummipy
and', what Sl an4 }lao) ts-{carcely able to beary
you haye taken. from us Oyt TYTHES ;, yet: yor'
have given us nothiog in exchange but reprobas
tiom and dammation, if after we have loft our
goods and gear, Sarun ‘can b&fueb a dmeﬁng
Mutdud:tnl. IR FARIPI BT 1

Far Gpd’s fzke }hergfotc, fook n pon us j’:w;
as 2 peOplc whom you, bave injured, and- tq
{whom _you are mdcbtcd. We are not in the
cafc of ;/ﬁraer:, who are faxd to have mjurcd
you: We never ;prned you Qutof your:bunbe:s
v.c ncyer ‘fe; up ;ngm ]o(d{ to fale ; nor -pulled

iow; burarcby, but, on the contrary, it ia
#o us that yon- oW yout mitres and your- reve-
fiues, your pnvdegcs and pre-eminences. If any
ona afks, whence you derive your priefhoqd #
You know in your confciences that Chriff bim-, -
fcff wasa }ayman ; you fetch your pedigree from,
the bufe of Aare, and make more profit to ypur,
order of the five books of , My fa, anqf all\;ba\_
four wangdﬂ:. L ol

" "As you are beholden to us fo; the mﬂ valn-
able of your emoluments, you owe the maft wlefpl
q}‘ you: po&'ul-: tq our xnl}atutwns. Yon hage,

¢ . lcamc
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learned from us, that the rt(bfmu are enfi tled

10 the whole earth ; you have fearned from us to
bew your enemies to pieces before the Lord; you

Bave learned from ns 1o flay man and woman, in-

fawt and fuckling, to make all your enemiies' God’s
emimies, and to defirvy them with ﬁn and ﬁvard,
from pure zeal for his fervice.

- ¥ beg you, by the mntnal civility which fob-
fifts between us, not to imagiae that I lay this
debt to the charge of the orghedox only: I

. ought to acknowledge, that the diffenters have
their due fhare of all thefe gifts and graces;
and'I make the fame ufe of the fa&, in reafon~
ing with cither fide, thiat fince you have pur-
loin’d your moft profitable practical docFrimes
from the children of Ifrael, you are ungratefal
beyond example, in debarring’ the Yews from
the enjoyment of their nataral nghts. :

" This injuftice is the more unprecedented, be-
caufe all other fects in religion have’ perfecuted
only thofe who ¢ither ‘worthipped other gods, or
. made innovations in the ancient ahd effablifbed
formiof worfip. In the firft cafe it hath been
ufual to abufe their DrviNiTy himfelf, before
it hath been held decent to punifh people for
adoring him. In the latter cafe, fchifmaticks
Bave had the odium upon them of breaking in
spm tbc pnpm;of an’ eftablithed religion, and

of
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of invading privileges which the national fe& had
been long poflefled of. But we, the Fews, are
not within the defeription of ecither of thefe
cafes. You own our Gob to be a tree one,
and you know that we were in pofieflion of him
twe thoufand years before the pame of your
opinion was mentioned in the world. In this
cafe, we are neither infidels, idilaters, nor fehif-
maticks ; we neither difown the trus God, nor
adore a falfe one; nor have we been guilty of

"innovations, but are punithed for adhering to
our old forms, and for not receiving sew,

“We might neverthelefs abfolve you, in a great
meafure, of this crying injuftice, could we find,
that yosr religion had impofed it upon you ;
whereas we are fully fatisfied, that yos beve im-
pofed it upon your religion, and have taken
meafares againft the Fews which are not to be
juftified by the gofpel of Fefus. If the merj-
terioas chara@ler of a Sovienr might be plead-
«d with thofe who believe, or pretend that be
disd to fave them; iS it not manifeft, that ag
who redesmed you was a Few ; that Hz whom
you preach as a Zight to all nations was a Few 3
that HE whofe caufe hath cloathed you in pur-
ple, hath advanced you to honour, and loaded
you with riches, even CHRIST HIMSELF, WAS
A Jew? Aod can you forget, that your religion

had
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"had wanted the evidence of a principal miracle
to confirm it, had it not been from Ais {pecial

regard and tender afféftion to us _‘)'ew:? For
be raifed up the drad, as we are told in your New
- Feftament 3 and, reftored a childlefs father to
.his daughter, only becaufe it was told him, that
thesENTURION hved our nation, and bad built

- A fynagogues

If then the faundcr of cbrgﬂmwt} honoun&
‘an idglater, .an uncenverted bagther; v 1o loved
us,’and built vs.a fypagogue ; how nﬁ?? greater
mdulgence would be have expeded in our be-
-half from chriftians obliging themfélves to obey
Jhis precepts, and imitate kis example 2 Would
.hatred, . rcproach, or cternal war upon his
p;oplc the Fews; would turpipg them out of
(their _/jnagogua, or laying them under penallaws
“for reforting to them, have been more accept-
able to Jesus the Few, or more endearing to
him in the condudt of chriftians, than the con-

Atrary ufage was in the inftance of the hofpitable
pagan genturion 7 .

; How oppoﬁtc fuch proceedings are to the
whole tenor of his go/}w[ the writers of his life,
‘the aéls of bis apofiler, and above all, the epiffles
of your great apoftle PauL, may-abundantly
fhew. It was your Savisur himfelf who faid,
Salvation'is of the Fews : And are we to have no
ot re-
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vetribution but obloquy, hardthips, and penal

daws ? WE, whom ‘the  plalmift and'all the pro-
phets have boaﬁcd to -be the dominiony the pa-

culiar, the m’)en'am'e of God ; fp wbem, as PavL-
h:mﬁ:lf hath. te{hﬁed, tertaingth the adopuon,
“anid'ibe glory, and the covenants,.and the giving
“of thie law, and the fervice of God, and the pro-
mifes : Whofe are the fathers, and of whom, as
cén:erning the ﬁr/b‘,(;unxs'r am;, whaisomer all.

BT

LIisid qf'j ﬁu, in th: gofpcl accordmg to :

Ma:tb:w, that he, .gave it in his charge to his
twelve apoﬂlcs, Go nat into the. .way of the Gen-
tiles, but g rqﬂqr to the Ioﬂ Iheep of the beufe
of I 4:1 Ty .mot}m- plaac ‘he . apfwers to:the
'bwmbr){, bana ns 1 .amnot fw but xnte tbe.o[f
Thicep's be 50::[: of )frad Anil when fhe camge
md‘-v&s Hifippéd 1 him, crying, Lord, lulp me, he
’ﬁh& Pis m Beet to tal'e the children’s b‘md and
caft it I:;fore #ogs. “PeTER, the.prince. of his
ipoﬁlcs, fpca‘kmg to our. nau’bu, fays, Ye men of

Aracl; Y ar'the cbn]dren gf the ’orapbet: a»d o

1be‘coy)eﬂdnt vbtéh 'Gad jmgde uytb our. fallm':,
Jaybig wnta-Abrahim, [ 1by /;mr Joall all ‘the kind.
reds of thé earth bé bl ]zd Pavy proclaims his
miflion to be 20 the Jew rms’r, and -alfo to the
Gcnu]c “To honour the 7:w:, he declares to
the’ RoMANS, Tafoam ay Uraclitg of the fecd of
Abrqham, qf the tr:be j Bcn,lamm‘ Toviewith

e thtm_,

oty

e
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them, he boafts to the CORINTHIANS, Arr
_ they Hebrews? fo am I: Are they the feed of
Abraham ? fo am I. And in the epiftle to the
Hibrews, he tells thein of the COvENANT
which God almighty had made with the houfe
of Ifrael, that HE would ke to them a. God, and
'rnxvjbouldlwabmapeople. o

- Having all thefe teftimonies in your own re-
welation to entitle us to full prote&ion and in-
dulgence from you, whence is it that we fuffer
fuch multiplied oppreflions ; and, inftead of
Gods pesple, ate treated as the ewtcaff of all
the-carth? Do you pretend that the priefls in
the days of our fathers deftroyed Chriff, and
perfecuted the firf? chriffians? In truth, they
behaved themfelves as prizsTs generally be-

"bave, wickedly, ambitioufly, cruelly and impionfly.
_ Baut, are the whole people to bear the fins and
impicties oftbm- priefis on their heads, through
all generations ? Secing that it was prieficrafl,
which cither deftroyed the innocent, or fednced
the vulgar, and that the common pesple had vo
hands in the iniquity, but through the inftiga-
tion of their villainous guides, whe charged it
~ on their confciences, and exaéted it of them in
the name of the moft bigh God, that they fhould
commit barbarities thocking to buman mature.
I, therefore, any zealous cbriffian is affended at
- the
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the jnhumanities of the Fevib pricfbosd, and -

wdling to revenge them on us Fews, let him
make it his own cafe ; let him think how hard
and unjuft it would be, to punifh him or his fa- -
|m|y for the wickednefs of any chriffian prieft,
cither living or dead, efpecially of fuch as a&ted
their injuftice two thoufand years before he was
bocn. Did Caluin burn Servetus ? Might not
then all the followers of Servetus’s opinions as
jultly burn all Calvin’s difciples, as cbriflians pu-
pith Fews, ‘becanfe the Fewifh priefts crucified-
Chrifi ? Say then, are we mose accountable for
what was done in our church before we: came
into the world, than other chufches will owa
themfelves to be ? And are we not entitled to
the indulgence and toleration of ¢brifians, by all
thofe principles of equity and charity which
they can offer to thew, that aur fathers ought to
Bave granted this indylgeace and toleration to-
theirs ' :

. It is brought as-a reproach upon our whol
natisn, that fome of our anceftors put Chrif? to
death. It is aggravated by the circumftance
that he was the Meffich of falvation ; but if our
anceftors knew him not 4 ¢ fuch, they had not
the guilt on their confciences of patting /o divine
@ perfon to death. It is not pretended that tbey
Jusw any foch circumftance, but rather, that

' their
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their hiearts were hardened, and that their eyes_
were blinded, with dther mattcrs, which rather
entitle them to pity than reprogch.  1f then ihis’
a& of cruelty and’ tyranny f)e vmwed in Rts'full’
horror, it was no othet than’an a&7 qf:h]u dee 18°
ah inhocent or righteond * pérfbn And lf,all
pofterity aré involved in guilt and pumfhmcnt
by the cafdal*deftru@ion of innocence and vir-_
tue, all nations in the tworld muﬁ be accurfcd
to the end ol" the world; ﬁnr.e no age.or counqy '
hath been without fallances where the g{e@teﬂ:,
and worthieft perfons have beén. fit ngled out for
deftruction by the violence of prevailing parties,
frequently attcnded wnth popular ac¢lamations,,

4 Yon, S:r, who are an high-priefl yourftlf,
muﬁ own that Coaiaphaswas a man of more ‘de-
cency and temper !han'foméof&di:r owr order;’
for he.ufed no defs weighty an argument for the
deftrultion of Fefus, than that it was better that
one man Jfbould perifh than an whole peopls.
Which of you, Siry would:have fctupled a mo-
ment to concpe in. a fentence which was urged
hy. this plea of: nedéfiey ? Or; which of you would

not have put an: bondred- mep to death; pathéd
- thaa thit your own bmanly{hould'be brought'
'mtodangerﬁ ey et

. You muft hence a]low, 3bat tlw barbarpug
aé of putting Chri i/# to death, and the deccitful
argu-

LY
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argument that made it popular and plaufible,
was a very ordinary effe® of pricfily impofture,
ambition and cruclty, which' are prone* to fhed
blood, and to make havock: of mankind, for the ’
" gratification of revenge, or the advancement of
* tgranny : And this being o common a blemifh
on the profeffors and leaders of all religions,
ours, | hope, are no more to be branded with
reproach, than the reft of.our neigbbours who
. havenot lefs dcfmcd it . .

TItisindeed vcry extraordmary, that the app--
v Ples fuceeffirs, as you gall yourielves, thould take
more liberty of abufing s Fews, than the apefiles
were allowed to do themlelves. A great part
of the EPISTLE To the RomaNs is writ expref-
ly to reprove the ungrateful Gentiles for defpif-,
'~ ing and reviling our nation. Your apoftle Paul.
- loads us with no fuch unreafonable charge, as
the guilt of bload -which was (hed before we were
born, nor imputes it to the Fews even of that,

A}

time who had no hand in fhedding it. Qngthe -

| contrary he declares, Bretb'en, my heart’s defires:
| and prayer to God for. Ifrael, 15y that they may ke
' Javed. For, I bear tbem r/urd tbat they \havie. &l
z¢al of God, though not amrdmg 2o knowledge:
And in the next chapter he affirms prophctncal-
ly, Ail Ifracl sHALL be faved. .
Even to thofe who urged their unbel’ ef as an,
argumcnt of their reprobation, he faith, Hath
God
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Ged ool away.bis people ? God forbids fory I
alfe am ax Ifraclite Have they ftumbled
that they fbould vaLL? Ged forbid, bat rather -
through their fall falvation is coms to the Gentiles
w1 fpeak 1o you Gentiles ; in as much s I
am an apofile of the Gentiles, I magnify mine,
offcemmmeIf the firfl frait be boly, the lamp'is; "
alfi bely; and if the restis boly, fo are the branches :
And if fonse of the branches be broken-off, and thou
being a wild olive-tree, wer? grdicd in amongft |
themy and with them™ partakeft of the fatnefs of
THE OLIVE-TREE; baa/fet againft the braiches;
dut if theu beaft, theu beareft mot the rovt, but the
root thee—Thow wilt fay thew, the branches were
broken off that 1 might be grafiedin. Welk; be-
caufe of unbelicf they were broken off, and thou .
Jlandefl by faith———BE NOT HIGH MINDED,

but FEAR.:

1 cannot omit the paraphrafe which a great
chriftian philofopher, the late A%r. Locxe, hath
given us, becaufe he hath opened the fenfe very
folly ; and the Engli/b reader will find it more
intelligible than this paffage can be, ftrictly ad- !
hering to the Hebrew idiem, in which the New
Teflament is written. '

i 16 Abrabam, aac, and Facob, from whom
¢ the Fewi/b nation had their originals, were
% holy, the branches alfo that fprang from this

¢ root
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<t yoot are holy. If then fome of the natural
% branches were broken off, if fome of the na-
¢ taral Fews of the flock of David were broken
¢ off and rejeQed, and thou an heathen of the
« wildGentile race sert taken in- and ingrafted
¢ into the church of God in their room, and
-« ¢¢ there parfakeft of the bleflings promifed to
« Abrabam and his feed, be not {o conceited of
¢ thyfelf as to fhew any DISRESPECT TO THE~
s Jews. If any fuch vanity poflefs thee, re-
“¢ member that the privilege which thou haft
¢ in being a chriffian is derived to thee from
¢ the promife which was made to Abrabam and
. % his feed, but_nothing accrues to Abraham or
¢¢ his feed from thee.”

. From thele full and irrefragable proofs it ap-
pears, that not only the law of nature, but the
LAw oF CHRIST entitles us to the proteftion
of fociety ; and it is a monftrous oppreffion of
us Fews, that we fuffer any ufage from chriffians
which is repugnant to chrifiianity itfelf. If all
the evtinge.sfts and ape/tles ptove the perfecutions
and penal laws which we labour under to be
oppofite to the intentions of Fefus Chrifl = 1f all
the different fefts in the chriffian religion main-
tain, that "perfecution for religious opinions is
contrary to the Jaw of God, and to the order of .
nature : What argument can be offered to ex-

 VOL. IV, 1 * empt
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empt us from any indulgence which can be
allowed to ‘aur brethren of the diffenting per-
fuafions ?

And yet it hath happened, as much to our,
amazement as to our indignation, fince the de.
bates concerning the ﬁcmmmtal t¢ff have been
revived in this kingdom, that, having apphl:d
ourfelves to certain reverend paflors of di ]nmng
cmgregations offering our friendly affiftance to’

. them ia the profecution of their deﬁgn, affuring’
them of the defire which we fincerely profefsto’
remove thefe unjuft reftraintson the namralnglm
of mankind, and propofing to join with themi in
their petition to the &ing’s mof? excellent maj ﬁ,,
and to both hou'es of parliament, they have uyt-
terly refufed to countenance or to -concur with
us ; they have found out diftinctions to prove
that they have rights by nature, which we. bave.

lof} by unbelief; that they have a privilege by .

gracey which we canoot lay hold of éut by com~

ing over to their faith : And in fhort, have flatly.
told us, that none but chriffians ought to be:
capable of employments in a.chriffian coumsry. s
So littledoes it avail any body of men #o belicve-
i#.Gop, that they are neverthelefs to be perfe-

cuted, as though they believed in none at al, wa-.
lels they {ublcribe to all the ref of the creed.

. . : We
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We told theat that we were the children of’
frarl ; thar Moses wiis at leaft as divinely in-
fpired as CaLVIN; chiat we Had as mueh refpedt’
for the'TEN COMMANDMEN T8, as presbyteriars,
_ndeperidents, anabaptifts, or Frenth prophits ; thak
we thotghr the' obfervarice of our law wouldf -
make us good fubjells, tiough we were dor haps’
PY €naugh to be fatisfied ‘in our confciesces' of
‘the truth of the chriftian religion ; that no fociety
had any right to exa& mote of its members tham, .
we’ had always yielded ; and, that as we ha&'
never been wanting in dutiful fubmiffion to'our
foperiouss, we hoped it was no immodeft de-
mand to be admitted on the fame footiag thl;
sther fects of diffenters; that it is true, we are
charged with too violent a paffion for the-main--
mon of unrighteoufnefs, but that we find the moft”
Jondtificd chriftians, it refpe€t of worldly ducte,
as lietle fcrupulons of taking the profit to them=
felves, as thoy are of throwing the fcandal upon,
us: That we GET whet we can, and KEEP
what we GET, not by any principleof religion,-
but of coovenience; and: that this -principle-
reigos io asifell perfeQtion amongtt the! fnints. ai
Hackney, as among. the children of Ifrad in-Bury,
\ JSireat, or Duke’s place.

We cannot but admire at fuch uncivil ufage’
from our brethren the diffanters, who have laid’
L2 , them-

-
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‘themfelves under fo many obligations to us
Fews, have turned us out of the poffeffion of
all our ancient privileges, and allow us as little
right in the o/d Ferufalem, as we pretend to
have in the new. In fhort, they make as free

“with Siom, as if they were lords of the manor ; and’
appropriate the fongs of Sion to themfelves, as if
thiey were bymns of -their own compofing. They
bave made prize of all the' pfalms of David, as
ifhe had not been king of Jfrael; and all the

- bleffings of the LAW, ‘and all the curfes in the
PROPHETS are convertéd to their owan ule, as
if the' [fraelites hiad no property in them. After
this, it-is marveloufly ftrange, that they will
fhare with us none of théir emcluments, and thae
they would debar us of @/ indulgences which they
lay claim to themfclves.

You, Sir, who are an @ orthodos high prieft, will
judge between us Fews, and the diffenters, whe-
ther we have not the fame right as the beft of
them to employments # Or, what pretence there
can be, that againft the conftitution of the-
country-in which we live, we; of all other peos.
ple, fhould have no fhare in cnafting or exes
cuting the Jaws which we are bound to. obey .
Why might not the LAND or CANAAN.be as
profitably reprefented in parliament as the
KINGDGM OF SCOTLAND, -and with as little
prejudice to the cburch of England, from ouw’

SYNA-
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"SYNAGOGUE, 2s from THEIR KIRK? Why
may we pot adorn .one fide of St. Stephen’s cha-
p¢l with our flaxen wigs and Jalliw faces; in as
_ 'becoming & manner as our northern brethren
appear on the other fide in their black ones ?

"~ With regard to publick employments, are
“there not abundance of them in this bappy
“ifland, which are fitter for Fews, than for
‘¢chriflians, and which have infenfibly transformed
“good chriftians into real Fews, by the prevaleng
iforce of example ! What may you -think, Siry
:of us Fews, in the capacity of excife officers?
{Ory what think you of excife officers, as different
‘in any thing from us Fews; but that-the cIr-
"cunNCISED are in all refpeéts fit to'be excifemen,
and'thit the EXCISEMEN are moft of thcin ficto
l?e :trcumq/id ?

' could, S:r, give you many: reafons to con~
‘wince you, that natural chriffian: plicy fhould ins
dnce you to favour us.fews;- that you hase
sany obligations to us as a clergyman, thongh
you.forget all relation.to us ds a chriffian ; that
@8 sur religion Wwas the parent of yours, our sy
NAGOGUE is the.buttrefs of .the chriflian
CHURCH, an cvidence of its extra&tion, an au-
therity to prove its antiquity, a living record to
teftify whence you bad your revelation 3 and that
’ xhctefore you cannot.be toa indulgent to a peos

kY I3 i ple,
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ple, whofe clablithment cemnet “be defiroyed
iwithont removing the foundation: of your exsss.

Bat that fingle article which X bave alreadg
‘mentionad, that dipine right of TYTIRSs which
is the fource of all your plenty, might make the
Dld Teflament and the Fews of favaurite confide~
xation with you; efpecially when you refle@,thee
ALL the fel7s in your own religiongeny your title
29 Lyphes 3 that the QUAKERS heldit fnful to pay
them, apd fuffer all extremisies rather thea 3&
_ agninft their confciences ia fo tender a cancern 3

¢has the people of all qher perfuafions. hald
* ghem to be of buman invention, and belopging

to the cognizance of remperal pawer ; :and, thas-

woft who allow them to be lewsw), do st ax
,ﬂlb:hm shemxobe reqfonakie O expudionss .

,Yonr brethren of the clergy, in return for thh
great gbligation in she arvidds of tyhes, mighe
wery gratefolly and profitably appoint o5 Feus
20 :bepaur ipthe gatherers; and ihis too, withe
sge alarming the people whe pay them, fisce
they can fcarcely balicvs, shat thé Fewps theme
{dwes wauld be mare rigid celleftosg, sia. tb
Mty -of church sfffoers. . :

: w jafeagd of cxpnﬁag your gmw- n
9‘, by foch reafqnable retwrns of kindnels and.
, mﬁdtm # We_might maeél. 700 maf vnher~

turally -

PN
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turally call upon us to ferve pari/b offices, which
you will ot fuffer us to difcharge; yet punith
us with fires and penalties, becaufe we do not
@ifcharge them, Are you not more cruel in
this felpedt than the tafk-maflers of Egypt, who
compelled our fore-fathers tomake Jrick without
Jiraw? For, if they had afted by policies like
Yyours, they would not have fuffcred us 2y any
thedns Yo inak® the bricks which they had com-
nanded, yer would have pundfbed us for not mak-
Yapy what they would vot foffer us 10 make.

. You have jeflifted this uwmercifal ufsge of us,

3y slledging, that in the fame maoner you vfe
o amether; s0d -] owned in the beginning, that
we could not expedt better of you under this
circotflatce, Bt then yoi have it prefers ah
opportunity to do s jultice. For, fince we are
wnder the fanre hardfhips atd ineapacitiés With
ather diffemters; you ought to declare, that yoh
look apon the Ferws with the fame tenderacfs as
you look upon other diffenters; that whean the
o1spUTE fhall be adjuffed about what time is
proper, you will fhew the fame induigence to
the children of Ifracl, as to the difeiples of Catving
that efther fe& ftand in the fame predicament
with you; and that after the example of the
apoflle PauL, you will give toleration to the
Jew eft, and alfo ta the Gentile.

Y. 14 I
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. It might be exp:&cd, conﬁdcrmg hqw
Iong we have fuffered ill ufage, that you might
thiak it time to give us better. From a paﬂkgc

- which I find inferted in your learned country-
-mao CAMBDEN’S BRITANNIA, by the prefent

~Lord BisHor ¢f Loypon [vdl. 1.2. 535.] it
appears, that * the Jews floyrifhed m;ghuly ia
¢ London a little after the conguefl  being cncou-
¢ raged pamcnlarly by William Rufus. But

* ¢ cheir wealth, fays bis lordfbip, in fucceeding

-6 tines did them great injury, when they were
# miferably tortured by 4ing Fabn to difcover
»¢ and deliver up their hiden treafyres. . Ip the
.¢ uith of Edward, the firft, theig fyvagogués

..$ were al] pluck’d dowa ; and jp the. 16th year

¢ cf that king they were all ba:uﬂ)cd to the

. ¢ pumber of fifteen tboufand *; but theu' nchcs

. ¢ were all to be left bebind, apd they were not
¢ allowed to take any money or goods along

. * with them, fave only for the neceffary charges

¢ of their tranfportation.’

1 was‘éxccédingly glad of this impartial tefti-
mony from a cbriffian bifbop of fo great credit’

. and authority ; becaufe a learned Eng/ifh Lawycr,

* ‘Lord Chief Joftice Ceke, who fpeaks of their ex-
puifion from the view of records, numbers the Fews
who went away at fifteen thoufand and thiecfcore
a Cok, Infl. Statat. de Judaifmo.

N the
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the Lord Chief Fuftice Coxe, hath adhered to
“the letter of the law againft us; ‘as ‘the truth of
‘our cafe’; he hath affigned our expalfion 1o do
‘other caufe thao our afury, and rélatesit to have
- beeneffefted by no other means thian putting/a -

YRop to eur ufury; wheteas the faid:lerd difwp
imputes it truly and candidly to- the appreffion
‘and gudrice of the times, rather than \o t’hcwik-

: hbad:wrof our people.

- ‘Fhe laborious entiguary STowz, xq h;s &:r-
vey of London, relates, [B. 3. p..54.] * That hiog

* Joun, in the 11th year of his reign, .com-
¢ manded all fews, both men and Women, to be

. ¢ imprifoned and grievoully’ pnm(hcd, «acasife
"¢ be would have all their money. Séme of them,
¢ ﬁz;} be, gate ‘all they had, and promifed more,
¢ to efcape fo many kinds of torment s for evety .
¢ one of them had at the leaft their ejei pluckd
$out. 'Amongft whom there was one, Whobe-

' ¢ ing tormented many ways, would not ranifom
¢ himfelf till the king had caufed (every’ day) one
¢ of hisgreat tee:b to be pluck’d out by the {pace .
¢ of feven days; and then-he gave to the king .

.S ten tbwjaml marks of filver, to the end. .they
¢ fhould puli out no more. The faid king it
¢ that time fpoiled the. Y:w: of fixty- ﬁx tbonfand' 4
s mrl: o, ﬂvcr.

. . Is 'The



!oé T3¢ Pillars of Pnu.srcun-
i

The. fam APthar meationsy that i m the pras
sading roign of Rishard the fifl, ¢the Jewsat
& Newswich, Burs, St Edwundsy Linln, Stamforde.
+ S and Lywe, wera rebbsd. and fpailed ; and a¢
% Jork 1o the pumber.of Sue hmadred,. bafides
4 sypmen 204 children, snbeved & towsr. of the
tcafMe, proffering maney v be .in fursty of
¢ their lives, but the chej@ions would ROt take
¢ it 3 wherenpon they cut the throats of their
s owa wives-and children, snd caft them aver
41be wills op the ¢hpyaps heads, sad then e
¢ sering the king's ludgiog, . they, bmw\ hatls.
¢ the honfn wmd hembclney

K In the 26th of Hmr); the third, tke j'cw:
« were conftrained to pay. ta the king tweoly
¢ thoufapd xparks at_two terms in the year, ox
¢ ;lfq te remaia u;l pqrggtual Pn{on

*In his 35th year he exafbed mn,t’hmbh

_fams of all rich men, pamely, of AArqN a
"vJew barn ay Tirk, fourwesn thoyfand marks’
#for bimfelf, snd tem thoufand marks for the
“‘queen. Asd before that time behad wken
% of the fame Few 33 moch agamonntedin all to
¢ thirty thanfend marks.of filper, and twahmd :
s xcd marks of &old for-the- qusen.”

s In the 16th of Edward the fird all the 74!1.
%i Ha Lngland were (in oge day) apprehended by .

¢ preceps
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¢ precept from the king, but they redeemed
& them{elvés for twelve thoufand pounds of fil-
* ¥ér: Notwithftandirig which, ia the 19th of
® his reign hé banithed them-all, as is afore-
¢ mentioned, giving them only to bear thei
¢ charge till they were out of the rédlm. -Hé
¢ faade a mhighty mafi of moncy of their houfes,,
$iied e fbld, yet the commotis had paid hi
&2 fifeeaith of all their goods to compenfate his
¢ Jofs in banifhing them.” For Lord Chief Fuf=
tice Cokg takes notice, ¢ That from the 17th
¢ of Decomber, 1o the soth year of Hinry the
4 third, until Sbrove-Tusfday in the fecond of
¢ Edward the firft, (being about -the fpace™ of
% f-ven years) the crown bad received fiur bund-
¢ red and twenty thoufand pounds, fifieen foillings, ‘

Vond four pence, de exitibus Fudaifmi 5 at which
ticic the ounce of jiv:r was but twenty fma?,
. and now it is more than rebls fo much’

!'rcm this period, amm 1291, \%e had o
re-adwiffion into England til 1655, being kepe
ia baoithment three hupdred and fixty fous
years. It was then the wxfdom of Ouvx;\.
CromwELL that broughe us-jato thls country
again, by a treaty with Monaffeh Ben Ifrach.
whereia the Fewi/b nation were reftored to the:
eﬁemfe of their mu{e and w&orﬂﬁg in England,.

re p
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", Asit is but fourfeore years fince our re-admifs
ion, our fathers, for the moft part, were aliens
by birth, and could not claim a natural right to
the prmleges of the community, They could
only be received as foreigners, with proper en-
cpuragement to tru[\ their families and effets
under the public. prote&wn. But ia thisconrfe
of time the Yews of Cromwel’s days are dead,
and we their children are natural-born fubjedts of
Britain; fo that what incapacity or difability
may remaia upon us, is cnurcly to be laid o
the charge of religion, and is 'an hardfhip.
upon us for diffénting from the national ¢ffabl /b-
mest.  ‘This is our grievance, and this we hope’
will at length have redrefs; that the war which
hath been carried on againft us ‘almoft ever
fince the Norman conqueft, may now be brought
ta a conclufion, and that We may not be op-
prcﬂéd any longer for no other reafon, than:
that aofper the way which men call heiely we wir-

. Jip the God of our fathers.

We ought not to impute any cruel difpofi- -
hon to the good people of England, but to the
prejudices againft us, which were fomented by,

 the arts of bigotry and prieficrafy, or encouraged
by the private views of princes: Infomuch thag
it was our misfortupe to be banifthed from- Rome
by Tiberius, for the frand of a few of our reli~

, gion,
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gion, in.feducing a Romaen-lady ¢ We werefor
no better. reafon banithed ont of France im 125§3%
and the catholick king Febn the. fecond forced
THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND JEWs in.one
day out of the domiaions of Spasn. 0y

I bave already faid, and I cannot but mﬁﬂ:
with humble fobmiffion, that it s time wc
fhould be differently treated by the cbri ﬂian
world ; and that a8 you have taken the mwxant
y'gnm entirely from us, you ought in common
jultice to leave us in quiet poffeffion of the rzglm

of nature. p

In what manner, or to wlm degree the begi
jlmm ought to indulge us, muft be fobmitted
to their confideration, and maft be détermitieldl
from a variety of circumftances : but whatever
they grant to ether diffenters will by undeniablé
" parity of reafon be due to us, unlefs jt could ap-
pear that we are not dg[mirr:, Becanfe we are
Fews ; whereas there is' not a more cominan’.
cafe in this great city, than to fee the Few and
the diffinter blended together in one and tbc

Jame perfon.

It were needlefs te name a grczt number of
perfons in this predicament, when thcre are fwe .
of fuclr notoriety as ‘the venerable P r.,
WV—t2y, Efq; and the wor{hnpful Sir G——t_
G——-—-I Knnght. The former is fo extremely

fenfible
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of Ifracl in this emergeat affir, we will pro-
mife you, ‘whenever you comre amongtt us, the
 firfR cut of the pafchal lamb, and the chief feat in

:b:  fynagegue.
I am, with all refpe& to your perfon and
tlura&cr,
Your mof? devoted,
Hu;nbl) Jervant,
meﬁé lace of my fojourn-
ment in Synagogue lane, Bury ,

fireet, the xcth day of the
22th month called 4dar. -

. " Solomon, Abrabanel:
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AN
ENQUIRY

INTO THTE - .
BEHAVIOUR
er OUR .. .

Great Churchmen
‘lﬂﬁi Tﬂ.

REFORMATION,@;.

ENITY M.-y;oda&gc have mors
effe€tnally weakened the Grength and
numbers of proteflant diffenters, than

hasth sndfewars menfures: On the contxary; the
papiyis have encr abufed paticoss and forbeas-
sace, by corrupting great numbers, both ia
their seligion aad logalty. What account then
can be given of one generation of bj/beps, bem;
Jorward and zeakous, in cpalling snd executing
lﬂhard and opprefive laws agam& d‘ﬂmhr:,
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and of the prefent .race refufing to appear in
any manner againft the papifls : Or, is there
truth in this prevailing opinion ? Let us attend
to falls.

" In part of queen ELIZABETH’s reign, many
of them owed .their promotions to fuch as
were favourers of pepery.  In the four follow=
ing ones, the popih intereft, generally. ph:vanld
@t court, When our princes and minifiers have
been Jad, they have conftantly and eafily had
their refemblance in their prefates: but the
conne®ion has not been {o fure andtvueé, when
we have bad fuch ralers, as have been tolerably
goed. 'This may eafily.be accounted for ; there
is a full uniformity in iniquity, not fo in good-
tiels. Befides, fpesions-appearancesand deciaw
rations impofe on the beft, and the moft wary

_are often miftaken in fele&ting what is good ;
. but evil agents every where : abound, and"ﬁe'

ﬂeldy in their ways.

. H' mmbrcal powers md pmognttm hm
given our prelates connetions with popery.’ Thé
principles of all other diffenters are regarded 2.
unfriendly, and oppofite to their high claims
Ufage and conftruion of laws have béen in
favour of papifls ; efpecially with regard to the
ai? gf snifirmity, there hath: been notcriods
- partiality-

N,
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partiality. According to this a& ms form of
givingorders, excepting what iscontained id the
book of common-prayer, is legal and wvalid ; there~
fore our bithops are obliged to re-srdain papifts,
as well as presbyterians. However, the law has
Been difpenfed with, in favour of popifb orders. -
Is ot this an high coatempt of law in the rul-’
ing clergy 3 and.mean and low fubmiffion in the
laity and laaym ¢ Butto procecd. e
. . .
-In the: 35& ofr queen EuzAn'rx, alaw,
was enalted of -the utmoft harfhoefs and -
_feverity,, purely,. add mesely for feparating from:
the fervice of the church. . On refufing to fign’
an acknowledgment of their forrow for fzpara-:
tion, and to promife conformity for the future,:
they were obliged within three months to b+’
iure the realm, and fuffered as frlons, if they-
ventured to return: but there was a claufe to*
except popifb recufants. Receiving and retaining'
into any family, a fervant or vifitor for more’
than one month, who did not go to church, in-
carred a forfeiture of 12/. By another a& im-
mediately following, papi/?s had the much gen- -
tler ufage of being only confined not to travel
above five miles from their ufual places of
abode without licence. Such were the proceed-
iligs, when the caule of the church was princie
pal, and the archhxﬁwps and bifhops direéted-
v . the
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the queen’s refeatments.. To -them the abowy
laws are foldy to be afcribed: From umas
fwesable reafonings in the howfe of comatonsic:
is notorious, how great the averGon fhers was-
to this bill. But they duslt net vesture qa o

. refufal, baving fo ofteo felt the fevarennd fipcedyr
cffe@ts. of the fovereign's difpleafime; wiwy-
when. this. was incuered;,. fhewed 8o regurd: 1o
their perfons, propertics, ook privileges.. The:
high offences and provocations, which pro-
duoed:{uch tavible effe&ts, asofe frony the behas

“ vious of fome puritawsand fepuramyls, whe wae
naturally mad, and-of others, who' were wods iy

by O'Pr ﬁ” )

Rude and indecent behaviour and language ta
fuperiours, ever fince the revokution, has been a-.
prevailing fafhion with thofe, who have affumed .
to themfclves the diftinétion of being. the anly
true chuschmen, ‘This manaer grew in the late.
reign ; has been greatly. improved in the. pre«
fent ; and is. now advanced to a height far be-
yond what was then practifed by thefe people.
In our time, governmeat has been reviled and
defpifed, becaufe mild and merciful. How
great then would be the clamour ; how infuf-
ferable the outrage did thefe men endure a
tenth part of what had been inflited on the
puritans, previous to this oppreffive law. Their
loyalty and affetion to the queen, were real

4 and
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aad undoubted. Inthe at there are no colours
sor fuggeftions to the contrary. The puaith~
ments which were the confequence of this.adt,
and all the hardfhips with which they were at-,
tended, do not appear to have given the queen.
much concern, thongh by this means.deprived -

+of many ufefol fubjects. All the imputatians.
to their prejudice confifted in rude complaints
of hardfhips and fufferings, and in difowning
thio quocn’s fiprmacy. i matters purely eeclefia-
Sflical.  This they thought inconfiftent- with'’
" Cunasy’sbeing bead over all things ts bis charch,.
But if this was a falle and enthuiraftic conceit,
with regard to the flate, it was harmlefs, com~
pared with the opinior of the pape’s fupremacy:
and infallibility, And was the danger of their
bister words in any degree equal to the tregfou-
able and mifchicvaus prallices of the papifts, who
were teftlefs in their endeavours agaiott the go-
vernment, attended with the utmoft bigotry to
the Spaniard, the queen’s moft malignaat ene--
mies, and the moft cruel oppreflors of the prate--
_fants, and had been guilty of plots, confpira~
cies, and open rebellions. And yet, fuch was
the policy of the great churchmen, as to contrive:
the keeping the one at home, and fending the
ather abroad.

When the folemn dying fpeeches of Penry and
©thers, were reported, the queen is {aid to have
re-
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regretted the death of fuch good fubjes. The
archbifbops and bifbops were chiefs in all thfe
- profecutions, and penaltics.  Sometimes they
were convited, as obflinate and incorrigible,
and, after the manner of the inguiftion, deliver-
¢d to the civil magiftrate: but at other times
purfued to death; for the archbifbop was the
fitht who figned the warrant for Penry’s exe-
-+ cution. N

They feem to have reafon and truth on their
fide, who afcribe the gusen’s renounciag of go-
 pery, not to averfiom, but neceffity : For her Ie-
gitimacy and right to the crown, fhe muft have
_ been wholly indebted to Rome. Many previous

conditions burthenfome and inconvenient to re-
gal power, would have been flipulated; and
in thefe circumftances, the fu};:&ng herfelf and
kingdom to Spain, by accepting for a huiband, the
fevere and unrelenting Philp, would have been
unavoidable. ‘The title of head of the church, is
fuppofed to have been the great endearing and
engaging particular in her proteflant profeflion.
Uader foch a ruler, how naturally and readily
were they prometed and encouraged, who en-
tered into all the pride and oppreflion of pogery?
The courts ecclefiaftical with great rigour pa-
nithed diffenters, but favoured and avoided as
much as poffible. the notice of papifs.

King
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R King JAuis I feared only the power and

_ policy of Rome ; but he liked many. patticulars
- §0.ther religion, and bad .made great” profef-
fions of regard to that court. He hated puri-

tanifm, on the account of the rigour and rude-

. nefsof their kirk, ~-In our charcbmen he found
- & full compliance and countenance, in all his

pretenfions to abfolute power. He readily placed
fuch at the bead of the church, who were harfber
in their feverities - than their predeceffors. ‘Duc-
trinal errors, and fome grofs and rude contra-

. di%tions of eflablifbed orthodoxy, were crimes

punithed with fire and faget. In the feveral

. inftances of burning hereticks, which happened
. in this, and the former reign, in Teveral-parts of

the kingdom, ke church hegun and denounced
the crime, and #he flate concluded with execu-
tion. The dominion and power.of mean and
worthlefs favourites in this reign, who were the
authors of nothing great or good, cither- at
home or abroad, and who procured large grants

- of the royal revenue, naturally diminithed the

reverence and influenge of the crown.

The temper, principles, and opinions of K.
Charles the Ift, difpofed him to exercife the
prerogative in 2 more ungracions manner than
any of his predeceffors. In order to promote

T VOL. IV, K his
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‘his déﬁgns,. he fupported and encouraged the
amoft fevere and oppreflive-meafares of ckarch-
. They were the chiefs in thofe courts,
where pawer and .presogative, in oppofition to
law aod equity, prevailed. The vigour of
church-difcipline, avas not applied to encourage
fobriety and decency, but to-inforce diffolute~
nels and diforder. Difpenfations and"depriva-
fions were the fure confequences of refufing to
publith the ook of Sports. Reyal and ecclfia-
Sical ordinances, defeated -the obligations of
revealed and natural religion. ‘Was not all this
in compliance with the manners of papery, which
was.in every refpet favoured and encouraged ?
How much this was the cafe at couzt is evident,
from the concurrent teftimony of all forts of
biftorians, Sidnay? Letters afford feveral im~
portant additional informations ; many other
letters and informations have been deftroyed
by the bigotry and partiality of the fucceffors in
-other great families 5 but if what yet remaips in
private hands becometh public, many more af-
fecting particulars, will be expofed. Serupulous
proteflants, were diftreflfed and perfecuted with
all poffible heat, while immunities and favours
were every where beftowed on papiffs. The
language, in which the church of Rome had been
treated, received then a great aheration. Jdo-
latry and the pope, being antichriff, were the
: : com-
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céthmon imputations of our frA reformers.
THe deformities, the deteftable ways and quali-
tiey of 1his falfe church, are without any rcfeer‘
fet forth in our hemilies. But the reviving and
repeating thefe appellatives ‘then became matter’
of great offence; foft and honourable colours
were only in fathion. The books of zealous
proteflants were prohibited, while thofe of zea-
lous papifis were cither licenfed or indulged.

The fon, who was his immediate fucceflor,
did not give the proofs of his adhering to the’
Romijh religion, for which his brother was di-
flinguifhed ; but we haveé no reafon to doubt
of hisinclinations. No religious confiderations °
could much affeét the mind of fo profligate and
carelefs a‘creatare while in health, but when
the approaches of death forced him into fobrie-
ty, then he wholly fubmitted to the rule and

difcipline of bis church. In his reign, laws of
the hardeft and moft uoreafonable kind, with
regdrd to the liberty and property of prot:fiant
diffenters, were cnalled and executed with the -
utmoft ftritnels and rigour. While the church
was thus avenging itfelf on its enemies, the pa-
pifts purfued their meafures without much dil-
turbance in a private and public way, Far
from being difturbed, the principal pofls in the
govcmmcm were poflcfled by fuch as were well
K 2 konown
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‘Known or juftly fufpeted. The principal were
the duke of Yor#, lord treafurer Clifford, Arling-
ton, and others ; yet, no inftances otcur of the
rulers of the church exprefling, in thofe days, any
concern for the power and grouth of popery
but they earneftly contended for the inforcing of
‘inflaming 2nd enfbaring oaths : This was done
by Ward, Morley, and others, in feveral feffions
of parliament, and they treated non-compliers with
all imaginable pafioral feverity. The bifhops
.and pepi/h party readily concurred in thefe cruel
and oppreflive laws. ‘Revenge and the prof-
pect of fubjeting every thing to their power,
was a motive with the one, and the profpe& of
- producing lafting hatred and averfion among
proteflants; dire@ed the otber. '

“Though this was evidently the cafe, it had
-no effet in abating the progrefs of cur church-
men's furious zgal.  Deftructionof diffenters was
the favourite point; therefore, during the in-
fuence of Fremch or popifb councils, by large
.grants of fupplies they purchafed new laws of
greater feverity, and vigorous revival of profe-
cutions ; and towards the conclufion of this
rcign, when arbitrary and popifh meafures re-
4urned with full power, the difbops and 1heir
adherents were cagerly employed in compleating
the ruin of non-conformifts, Lamplugh, of Exe~
7, in 1684, commanded bis clergy to publifh in

’ their
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their ¢ hurcheson Sunday an order of the juftices:
promifiog the reward of furty fbillings for the
apprehendiog of a diffenting minifler *. ‘

During the dominion of the #ories, in the
reign of his brother, it was highly criminal to
call the duke of Yor#, a papi/?; though this was
noterious, and it became his public prififfion
immediately after his acceffion to the throge.
But this gave no apparent concern to the lLaders
of bigh-church, They begun with gratifying

“the king in the affair of his revenne ; and, im-
mediately after this-grant, defired him to ifue
forth his royal proclamation to canfe the penal.
laws, to be put in execution againf diffinters
from the church of Erngland. All the celebra~
ted names of the party were every where buly in-
caufing the proclamation to have its full effeét.
Had the king gone on in humouring heir info-
lent and oppreflive temper, and been contented
with the fure and {lower methods of promoting
his own religion, he would have met with no in-
terruption and have been attended with full
fuccefs. But the court {chemes were for liberty
and tolkration; they requiréd the compliance
and afliltance of the clergy, attempted to punifp
them for. their non-compliance, and difurbed
them in their rights aad properties. Then

® Neal’s Hilt. of Puritans, p. 526, vol. 4o
: K 3 their
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their pradtice fully confuted all .their folemn
_prefeffians of ablolute and unlimited pafiue ghe-
dience and mm-refiflance.  They, .who _had
treated, as perverfenefs and unreafonable obfti-
.nacy in others, the pleas of confcience, and pleas
Jor liberty, rights and privileges, felt for theg-
felves what they would nat fce before .in the
cafe of their neighbéurs. How fully theg wexe
their eyes opened ; how flrong were their de-
clarations of forrow and concern for what wass
palt; and how obliging and many were their
vows ! When our wonderful deliverance was ac-
complithed, the toleration ac? could not be re-
" fufed, after the many folemn promifes in the
days of peril and terror. But feveral reafon-
able attempts to end our religious differences
were difappointed by thofe, whofe pre-eminence
and principles give them an averfion to all com-
pliance and moderation. When the convocation
_met, all abatement in point of ceremony and ri-
tual, all propofals for the fmallef? reformation
and alteration were abfolately rejeted. Noly-
mus leges Anglie mutare, was the popular, but a
very unfair plea. Might not this with equal
truth have been urged againft the reformation,
and for the continuance of the fanguinary laws
of popery # For the fame reafon the penal lawys
of the church, which, with fo much mifchief,
aad in{o axti-chriftian & manner, had been exe-
cuted
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_euted above 20°years, fhould not have been
repealed 'by the toleratiin act. ‘The contrivets
sud abettors of perfeemting meafures have con-
fiaotly had the diftin&tion of being. for the
church ; and the friends of civil'and religious:
Tiber'ty, of being:its enemies. All opportanitics
fince the revolution have been improved to revive
diftrefles and' perfecutiom ‘The bifhops, who-
have been a&ive on thefe oecdfions, have been-
venerated as true fathers; while they who have:
been inflaenced by due regard to the obligations-
of natural and'revealed religion, which inforce
mercy and charity, have been- treated: vmh aft
forts of reproaches;

In the haft 60 years the immunities: of con=:
feienee, and the full rights of all quiet and good;
fubjecls, have been flated and explained, in'the
moft fatisfaltory manner. A general 1ole-ation,.
which in the days of our forefathers was treated-
as impious and abominable, has been fince fully
juftified. They, whofe praices, when they
have had the fullnefs of power, Have conftantly
contradi&ted every principle of this kind ; have
lately affumed the charater of being the molt
zealous advocates for an unbounded liberty.
How great is their truth and” modefty ! For,
have not they, who glory in being the enly true’
Jfons of the church, when they have had full power-
to pnrfue their own devices, proceeded from -

) K 4 {malles:
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fma?lcr to the h:gheﬁ oppreffions ? Such was
the fihifm a&, the laft Jegacy of their ‘glorious
queen ANN. Archbifhop DAWEs took the chair
in order to model and finifh that iniguitous bill.

Bromley, the trufty agent for Oxford, at the
fame time publithed the church’s defiga of ex-
¢lading, io another feflions, ALL forts of diffen-
t.rs, from their rights of voting in eleétions for’
members of parliament, and of being magiftrates
of corporations.  All thefe great things were’
done for the church in order to have its zealons’
and a&live affiltance in undomg the fate.

On good affurances of being thus rewarded,
the pulpit and prefs recommended the giving
* up the fruits of all our vitories, of all our
blood and treafures, They applauded the
fcheme for leaving the boufe of Bourbon in pof-
fcflion of wealth and power, terrible and dan-
‘gerous to the liberties of Eurgpe. The deli-
vering us to the dominion of a papifh pretender,
was the notorious purpofe of the principal ma-
pagers. Far from conceiving any fenfe of dan-
ger from fuch a profpe, this was the general
hope and expeQtation of the greateft churchmen.
Peace became chiefly defirable; as preparing the
way for the fuccels of bercditary right. Doing
fer the chur b doth not import doing any thing
for the promotion of picty and virtue, and for

the
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the reftraint of profanenefs and immorality.
Doxng fomething by -way of grxcvance -and dif+
trefs to proteflant diffenters, is: the meaning of
the word, when ufed by thofe, who call (hem:
{elves the oNL ¥ g20d churchmen. o

But has doing fir the chiirch had as nfual ap- /
plication to the affuir of popery # This is repre-
fented as wholly appertaining to the {tate. But
is not the gaining profelytes to an idolatrous
‘fuperftitious religion, and whofe do&iines in-
culcate perfidy and cruclty, a matter of religious
concern ? Have not the number of diffenters, for .
many years paft, decreafed, both ia the capital,’
and throughout the kingdom ? When the fa-
.thers have acquired cenfiderable fortunes, do
.pot the fons think it below gentlemen to go te
® meeting? When people of - any condition of .
either fex marry iato the eftablifbment, they gar
perally foon céafz to be diffenters, But the cale -
is -quite different with regard to pep ifiss the
prat¢flant is toa commonly loft in alliances of .
thisskind..

Popery for many years has decayed very in=.

confiderably in great families. If it has been «

defected by fome, others have returned to that .
comnupion: Strong and very undeferved: {up-.
ports have been procured- to this wicked caufe, -

. by its interefts and. alliances 4t home.. It has .
Pl K 5 allor -
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so¥{o had the #id and countenance ‘of  all the-
thighty powers abroad.  Far from diminithing,
the number of pap /is is jafltly foppofed to have
greatly increafed in this century. They are
_ wife in their arts and fchemes of government. It~
is known in fad, that additions are continnally
‘making Yo their religions funds. Thefe muft be-
-very confiderable by virtue of their faith and
" policy. Nothjng €an be more properly adapted
10 make impreflions on perfons of all ranks and
charafters. How great is the fecurity promifed
-"by infallibility | "How comfortable and pleafing:
" are the do&rines of abfolution, of difpenfations and.
'mdulgemm ! both to faints and finners ¥

.From thefe and many other conﬁdcranons,
xhc damger of the prevelancy of popery-is too evi-
~deant ; but this cannot be pretended of any of
* snr fel?s; no, not on the impoflible fuppofition
" of their entire union. Nothiag is more common
- jn thre mouths of many zealoas churcbmen, than
“-declaring théy would much rather be papifis
- than presbyterians, But he muft be a blind and
¢ perverfe Zealot indeed, who can pretend to dif-

- -pute from which quarter we have moft to fear.
: Can any thing be -more clear and convineing
from jalt experimeats at homie, and from what

is pratifed among papifts and Caluvinifis abroad

* As they would bé good men and good fabjells,

a it becomes churchmen equally with fate ofrieh 2
ST <ot~
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contribute the utmoft to our deliverance from :
this adhering plague and mifchicf. Popery, -
wherever it has a full influence, is the autbor of
confufion, and every evil work, and dilcourageth
the moft amiable and valuable virtues in foe
ciety. Itisan impoffible: and wvain ‘pretence,
that a real papift fiould really be a good fubje:
If there is eny neceflity for producing preofs -
of this, we-have much reafon to complaia of a1
carelels and unrefletting race of preteflants.

The papers of Sheldon, -{uipericur. of the Je--
{uits, feized in' November 1745, afford many ja+ -
ftances of the abfolute fubjetion of the popip --
clergy and.Jaity, and the uncoatroulable authe- -

rity of their:direCtors~ For the fuperiors of '
" other orders -may: jufly be prefumed to be-
. equally arbitrasy in-their ‘influence, We have
in thefe papers preofs of commrands beéing obey- -
.ed, whén gentlemen of the fiit rank -and. their -
chaplains have been both averfe to a feparation.
_None are allowed "to chafe- their own priefls, -
£or to rerain themagy longer thea is agrecableto
_ithe pleafure of the fuperior: How dangerous-:
mad fuch bigotry -and inlaved difpofition de to-
the government; for there can:beé no doubt of :
sheir ready ohedience in all other inftanges ? -

‘When thére are-any of - théir miflioparies;; .
.. who by’ reading, converfation; dnd probity of -
' ‘K6 mind,
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mind, sre difpefed to become converts to oty
church, how unhappy and difthal are their it
cumftances ; they are fure of feeling all poflible
_effefts of the malice and revenge of the party:
they defert, and have the difcouraging profpect-
.Of neglect, coldncfs, and fufpicssn with which we
.have thought fit to treat fueh comverts. "With
.a very few exceptions this has generally been
the cafe, ever fince the revolution. Some of
. our gentlemen, to their great dithonour, have
countenanced mean and profligate charaters,
-and worthy perfons have been impofed upon,
- which are fufficient motives for the utmoft care -
“and caution : but do not jultify the prudence
-and piety of a total neglest, andan abfolute di fcm-
. ragemend.
Nothing incenfiflent with bamanity and chrif-
L tianityis required from-the keaders of our chureh >
- Fheir predeceffors, in the cafe of proteftant dif-
Jriters, have been proved to be concerned in
. putfuing them to death, in figning warrants
. for theit execution. They were the abfolote
- direflors of arbitrary and unequitable courts.
They were the chief promoters of laws, which
fubjeted every thing valuable to vile informers
and viler juftices, armed with abfolute power.
And, fince the full light and eftablifiment of
liberty, they have beftirred themlfelves in dxf -
“trefling thofe, who, as proteflants, fhould
regarded asimbrm. Is it not very inexcufab c,

- that
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that their -zeal: for- the proteflans fucceffion his®
"been the great offence and’ provocation ! ‘This
“will appear from a carefal review of the known
temper and defigns of the gcneraluy of thexr
difturbers,

Precautions,againﬁ the papifts are needful, as
they are, and mult ever remain, encmies to- the
governmenty Their impudent pretences to in-
falllbxlzty ; the abfurd and impious powers an<
nexed to their confecrations 5 the difhonour done
to chriftianity by many idolatrous and fuperflitious
praétices, are what they are accountable for only
to the. governor of the univerfe. But as their
cafuifiry and defirines corrupt all true goodnefs-
and morality, the governors cf our church for this
realon feepn to bave as proper and neceflary a
concern as the governers. of the ﬁale.

The cergy have complamed and. too often
with great reafon, of the total negleét of the civil
magifirate; for, without proceeding to c’xtneni_iv
ties, many things might have been done ta
difcourage the impudence of thefe eemies of re-
. ligion and government, and their unfair methods
of making profelytes. But the truth is, the maxny.
laws, now exifting, cannot be put in executiop.
‘Befides,{uch pecaniary and fanguinary penalties as
they enad, are quite difagreeable to our mild:
government, and inconfiftent. wuh the mafirers

6 of‘
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of the age. Attempts to cxecute- them have-
been rare and uncommon, and onlyin times of -
great danger, and upon great provocations.
They were chiefly made in terrorem. Moft of -
them were extorted from thofe princes under
whom they not only enjoyed many immunities,
but places and power. The repealing all thefs
and fubflituting in their room ONE rafy and prac-
ticable law, of the defenfive and prefervative
kind, is what our times-and circumftances ai- -
Jolutely -require.  Thef¢: laws have afforded -
matter for clamour and fcandal; comparifons
from henoce have been made: betwixe popifh and *
proteflant feverities.  But in this the clamorous -
have been equally impudent and ‘ungrateful. .
Have they not generally-been-a dead letter, and
a mere name without effect? Can any thing.
then more become- the' homour of: our religion, .
and nation, than ¢ffefually to remove this re-
- proach-? Laws hard and fevere; and which
" dannot, OF are notyto be. executed, procure hatred' ¢
und’ contempt ; than which, nothiag worfe can~
‘happen to any government. .The: fufpicions:
entertained of owr difhops. muft be groundlefs, .
They were promoted- on affarances given of:
their tempers and defigns,. being-quite. oppofite-
‘80 their predeceffors under Charles the 1ld; who-
bave the laftiog reproach of being unanimons
in their voting agaioft the :cpcﬁ of the ftatate
Dr
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Dy Heretico Comburends (1677.) We cannot -
imagine the majority of #bis ben b are for the-
eontinuance of fuch feverities, and averfe to~
provide for our fecurity, by ONE fiber and rea=
ﬁnablc LAW.

In order-to the framing fuch a-/aw, the ut<-
moft fagicity and Pprudence, and all affiftances-
-are requifite. . And nothing can better deferve -
the utmoff care and confideration. What we -
have feen and felt; thould make us fenfible of -
“the true fpirit of pepery.. But as there are too -
many fymptoms of the prevaleacy of infenfibility
and inatiention, let us recolle® what an enemy
we really have. ‘There are fome confiderations:
ef a general natare, and fome in which we' are
more peculiarly ¢oncersed. The policy and -
defigns of Rome ere ftill the fame. None of
their antient claists and- pradices- have been re-
xounced. Nor can they be given up, though
sircumilances oblige them to fufpenfion and
forbearance : No intervention of time and acci~
dents can weaken, much' lefs deftroy what &
founded on divine and infullible right. 'Thofe
-powers, who have been fo mean and fenfelefs,
-as to continue in their devotion to the in/uliidhe
‘head, have seceived gréat benefit from the wa-
Jormation, The boundlels power of diffe/ile
‘of crowns and dominions, and #ifw bing . (farés
" by excommunications and interdicls, are 'mow
' forbora
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forborn -on the account of their. hazard and
danger.

As the power and pratices of the fucceffors
of St. Peter are little regarded and remember-
ed, it will be proper to produce a few inftances
in the very words of the pArAL bull. The
Bullarivm Magpum, . pristed at- Luxemburgh
1727. vol. L. at pag. 27. Anne 1073. Greg. Pap,
affords an account of- the excommunication of
Henry, fon of the emperor of the fame name; .
of his being depofed from royal digoity; and of
his fubjeéts being ab,olved from their oaths of akr
legiance, pag. 28. The prayers, tears, the miv
ferable aid humble fubmiffions of this prince
procured him abfolution. But for fubfequent
‘offences, the excommunication was repeatedy
and his depofition we have in the following
terms, pag. 29. Omnem poteflatem ot dignitatem
1lli regiam TOLLO, et ut mflus Chriflianorum es,
fieut REG1, obediat INTERDICO ; omnefgue, g
-ei juraverunt vel jurabunt de.regni dominatione-d
juramenti promiffione ABsoLvo.

The excommunication of ouc Henry VIII.
‘wasin 1535. We havethe particulars, p. 710,
Among many whichmight be mentioned; I only
-recite—Ip/afque confederationes et obligationes,
tam fallas quam in pofierum faciendas— Nulliug
robaris vel momenti nullafque, irritas, caffas—ac
bo 8l a - . P ro
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pro infeldis babendas fers DESGERNIMUS .6 DR~
¢LARAMUS. As his holinefs thus - declared,
o/l agreements, promifes, and alliances, utterly
voIp ; fo in what followeth, aLL the psffaffions
of his fiuljeéts and favourers by feaand laad, ase
declared the lawful prizes.of pirates and robbers,
bona mercantia,,pccunias, navigia, res.et ani-
malia, au&toritate, fcientia et poteftatis plenitu~
dine——captoribus concedimus,

In vol. IL 1570, pag. 324-5. In the cx-
commuaication of quesn ELIZABETH, he pru-
nounceth Quin etiam ipfam -pretenfo yegni
priediéli jure mecnon omni ¢t quocungue dominio,
dignitate, privilegiogus privatam. It afterwards
difchargeth all from their oaths——e Proceres,
fubd:'m et populos difle regine, $S cateros omnes
gui slli quomodocunque juraverunt bxgu/mod:, &c.
~————ABSOLVIMUS,

" But the feafon of zealous and general obedi-
ence to all the dictates of Rome, was now over,
and the effe@ was not anfwerable to what was
deﬁgned. Such fulminations againft particaw
lar princes have fince ceafed.. The Roman pon~
tiff contenteth himfelf with annual denunciations
againft bereticks in the Cena Dimini bull,
“This isindeed very full and fignificant, and has
from time to time received additions and ims
provemcnts» All, who have jeparaud from-the

cburcb
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¢bareh of Rome, of whatever dcnommon, are:
Jhm {olomnly mnmunmmr'.

From whenee it plainly followeth, t‘hat bl-r
coming good and obedient fubjets to prarefiont
.princes is inconfiftent with the faith and reli-
gious duty of a papiff. Neceflity and fear aweth~
‘them into a gniet behaviour; but whenever
they have any profpe® of fuccefs every evil ef—
fect of bigotry and wicked.zeal is- to. be. ex-—
peéted..

The common pléa; of men’s being little
mfluenced by. religious principles.in- temperal af--
fairs, muft not be kere aiowed. To our great
fhame how few are there among us, who have-
ony principles: and’ therefore no- ¢feé? can be-
oxpefted, where there is ne-cegfe.  Buat papids,.
who live among: proteflants, are well feafoned-
With the fundamentals of their perfuafion. ©Of
what great- and.good things are they hereby
affured, in thls and'the world to come? They
are confident of having on -their fide infallibility,
and fafety of being fecured from all forts of-
-evils ¢ fuch a rivetted opinion muft produce
whatever can be defired. The decrees of the
dafallible bead, or what their priefts aflure them:
are {uch, are heard with the fame veneration by:
the generality of pap jk, as an immediate voice.

fiom .
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Sromheavea. . Theplainelt proofs of the falf-
bood and vanity ef their Bigh and wicked pre«
senfions are infignificant. Groundlefs and cens
fideat. congeits. are . more firmly retaineds and’
.operate with greater ftr¢ngth-than any. reafon-
able perfuafion. DPelufion is infigite; and will
not. fuffer us to give any attention to the moft
-mifchievous - confequences.  How clfe could
man, who is ¥ fociable being, reeeive, without
abhoryence, difpenfations for taking of oathd,
and abfolutions from their obfesvance, after
they are takea:? '

Thefe are the dnown do&tines and prattices of
Japery ; though they: have been eften difowned
with theic ufual modefty and veracity.’ Ac-

“eardiog to their. fyflam the whole affair of fvrar—

-ing on any occafion before Aeretisal magiftrates:
.muft be ‘a nullity. They are, as bereiicks, in--
competent judges, and are 21l by virtue of the:
Cazna Demini bull, in a ftate of excommunica-
tion 3 and as fuch can have no privileges and

" powers ; all their doings 'muft be illicit and of

no effe®. They can have no fenfe of any obli--
gations ; and therefore muft ever be ready to-
take any oaths of allegiance and fidelity. But
our oaths, as now formed, cannot be fwallowed;
becaufe, by fo doing, they would reponnce fome
of the priucipal points of their religion. ¥et
) ) . fora:
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for great and weighty purpofes even fuch' fore
of fwearing is.allowed ; but fach permiffions.
are only granted to particular and' fele® perw’
fons,” This. can never be'general, becaufe ft
would be a public and repéated dlfowmng thm
profeﬂion.

"The pope’s power to grant any fort ~of~lcm
is readily believed. Far from being confined
to things lawful and honeft, he can beftow what -
chara@ers and colours he pleafeth, on perfons
and things, in contradiftion to nature and
truth. Difpenfations for taking unlawfal oaths,
were they generally known and. owned, would
be an intolerable dithonour and difcredit to this
‘commumnion.  This is what no governmeat
fhould endure. However, there is no doubt of
this having been a common pratice whenever
judged expedient and neceffary. A proof of
this appeared fo late as 1678. Printed journal
8vo. 1680, in page 152, is an account of a fa-
culty under the feal of cardinal Barberini. fof

difpenfing with the taking the oatb:, and other
things.

This faculty was entered into the Fournal of
the Houfe of Common;, and probably into that of -
the Lords. ‘If this entry was not deftroyed in
the following years wherein pspi/b councils and
power - prevailed, a prefent publication would
. be



. and OrTHODOXY fbakén, 37

be very feafonable. Thele permits are for thofe
whofe religion has nat yet made them infenfible
.of honour and hoaefty in the moft folemn trans -
faftions with prefeflants, Hereby what they -
_ fcrnple, as unlawful, is-not only fatisfied, but it
becomes a laudable performance, - The great
end and purpofe of ferving the catholick caufe.

confecrateth every means, efpccxally when di-
rc&ed by fuch authonty

thn oatb: ‘have been taken vnth or ‘with-
out a difpenfation, in compliance with beretical
laws, all their concern muft be how to evade or
break them with fafety. ‘Thus they pay a du-
viful regard to their fupreme direftors. They
have frequently renewed conftitutions and de-
crees againt thofe who fwear or oblige others
to fwear (what they call) unlawful, impoffible
and damnabde oaths, and which contradit the
rights and liberties of the church, and the de-
-crees of the council of Tremt (fee Bullarium
Magnum, vol. 1L 1584. pag. 513.) Invocatis
canflitutionis Nic. 3i. et aliorum fanétionum, con-
tra jurantes et jurare facientes, illicita, impoffibiliay
damnofa et ecclefiaflice libertati, ac decretis concilii

“Tridentini adverfantia.

‘This has been the conftart and continued
Janguage of their fovereign pontiffs; all oaths
and contra&s made in the moft (olcmn and

bind-
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bmding manner, are declared Nulfitics by Clam,
the XIth, when they contradi® what ‘e’
efteems prior and fuperior obligatiohs: This'
is properly applied by the bithop of ‘Oxford, in’
his fermon on the rebellion, -preached October
1745, to vain dependences on the words and'

affurances of the pretender ®,

What has been produced, fofficiently proves
the points we have under cenfideration. Mul-
tiplying, authoritics ‘would be needlefs. How-

_ ever it would be a ufeful performance to make
an entire colle&tion of whatever is to be found

-on this fubje&. The decrees of councils, what-

ever has been publithed by papes in all forms ;,

the occafion and confequences of all thefe de-

terminations and ordinances, thould be explam-
ed by thort hiftorical narratives. This would

expole in full colours and proportions the man.

of fin, the fon of perdition ; who has long appear-

ed in our world, ot for the quict and welfare, -

but the difturbance and mifery of human {oc1e-’

ties, and whofe true devotees can never ceafe to

do ewil.  As they arenot their owa mafters, but

muft obey their direQors, they cantiot be treated

with any fort of confidence and trufi.

‘From what has been faid, it plainly follow-

eth, there can be no entire ‘dependande on the

* Pag. 16.: ¢ The moft formal declaration he can
make,’ &c. See archbithop Secker’s firft volume of
S.rmons,

evidence

2

=~
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.mdgnoe they give upon oath, efthet in “civil” or.
«criminal ¢afes. Tthe penaltiés “of perjury, and’
the inconveniéncies which artend the infamty of’
‘being- a -faHe witnefs, “aré their only reftraints.
The fenfe and importance of anodth, becaufe
taken before' an anathematized, and confe-
quently incomypetent jodge, cannot be duly re-
garded. When the controverfy is betwixt one
of their own commumon, and a btr;li:, what

arts of falthood and prevancauon may not be
expetted:?

The revival of learning in the two laft centq-
ries, and the freedom of emguiry, introduced by
the reformation, fhould naturally have produced
the difgrace and diminution of pspery. For no
canfe can be incumbred with groffer abfurdities
and more offenflivefooleries. Butart and policy,
great and growing wealth and power, have
given it effeual fupports, and heve caufed it
to grow and increafe both at home and abroad:
To the Fefuits belotg the chief praife: of this
wonderful management. They have deprefled
and almoft totally extinguithed the long bodfted
rights. of the Galkcan church. All the brave
and repeated efforts of parliaments and lawyers
have been ineffettual, and have only difcovered
the power of their adverfaries to be great be-
yond imagination. Nor have they only got the
better of law and argument, but have fubdued

a fpirit
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a fpirit of enthufiafm, which was raifed to their -
prejudice.  Thus the court of France, sféer fo
many high contefts, has been, for fome pesss,
entirely devoted to Rame. ‘The. head of :¢he
beaft, which feemed wounded to death, has
been healed, and all that part of the wofid
wondereth after the bcaﬁ and worﬂnppeth lns
" image *.

Bome plauﬁble ‘and fuperficial obfcq;rg
among protefiants, have propagated a ground-
lefs conceit, of the abatement of popi/b cruelty,
Becaufe the punithments by’ fire-and faggot

- have ceafed; therefore mildnefs prevaileth.
But do not the burnings in Spain and. Poitagal,
and the difmal apparitions produced to light

" from the dungeons of the inguifition, afford .the
moft joyous {pedtacle to a multitude of all ranks,
which is conftantly affembled on thefe.oc¢ca-

. fions? In.laly they have great.advantages from

travellers, and from nene fo confiderable as the
expenfive Englifh. Thefe refined politicians
wifely avoid offending their vifitors with. fuch

" fhews. Amongft them, all is performed suithin

the impenetrable - precin@s of -their- horrid
tribunal. .

- % Since this tra&t was written, there has been
a change in France for the better, by the expulfion
* of the Fefuits ; which we hope will be produ&we of

) grcater good in time. - . .

~Ama-
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Amazag is thc fuppoﬁuon of an " abatement
nf the. worft kind ‘of perfecution, while the in-
.- quifition {ubfiteth in its full force, and with
all its arbitrary, fecret, and moft inhuman -
pm&noee A proteflantifm has in 3 great mea-
fure been totally extirpated where it prevails 3
the fubjets of its vengeance are greatly dimi-
nithed ; but thereis no dm;muuon of its vngour
" and dnhgence. '

-

In France, whcm miniflers are dlfcovcred the
painful deathof breaking on the wheelis common-
ly infli®ed ; as for others, they are become fen-
fible of the evil policy of lofing ufeful hands;
and therefore they are confined to the perpetual
Jflavery of the gallies, which, all things confider-
ed, of the two evils, is lefs eligible than the
thort, the’ more fhocking punithment of perith-
ing in the flames. How gladly would the other
fex change their difmal confinements for mar-
tyrdom ? As thefe things are certainly fo, how
“affefted mufk the ignorance be, how great the
infenfibility of the real frexgth and true fpirit of
popery, which for many years hath been fo
common,

They, of this communion, who live among(t
_ s, have had the impudence to difewn this a3
shuch as poffible ; and for the reft, they have

¥OL. IV. L many,
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many difguifes. This is ene of the. many” m—
flances of their affurance and falthood.

their whole foundation. is falfe, fo.every part of
the fuperfiru€ture has been.carried on by ing,
and by all deceivablenefs of unnghteonfnefs.
Their ecclefiaflical fhemes and erders in Grmt )
Britain and Ireland are known ; fo are the
Jarge {ums which are cxpepded on this accoun;
both at home.and abroad. The many aﬁ“c&mg
and dangerous proofs we had 6f their esmity to
avery thiag .valuable in.our conflitution, have
. been (o often, and fo-lately repcated, as to xen-
ger all remarks of thiskind ufelefs. .

- Juft intipations have been given, how .a reli-
gion, unfupported by all true reafon, and” void
of every good quality, has been maintained 'md
inereafed.  As'it is not abfolutely neceffary, we
will not attempt to open and explain fome of
them, for fear. of giving high affence to the ~
great people of both fexes.. One thing only
fhould not be omitted. Since the marriage of
Charles the 1ft, the devout and hely wem.n of this
ccmmunion have been its moft vfeful advocates
and fupports. They have been, and arc emi-
nently foin our days. When the hufband hag
been well difpofed, the teizing and importunity
of the wife has ¢bliged him to defift from his
good defigns.” And when they have had the

zefolution to carry them into’ executlon s domzyizc
1ife
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life has genevally promd difagreeable: Fupers
fonsaf ‘rank and circumftanecs; there are fewl
inltanees; if any,: of regdrd being paid to the .
betwee judgment of the man, The endearing
benefit of abfolution} and a perfe€¥ deliverance’
from frights and fears of the moft affe@ing’

_ kindy. mult be verp engaging arguments with

the weaker fox. Strong and confident. affertions,’
high and" mighty promifes, with which the

agents of Rome ‘abound, are to them far more

affeing and convincing, than the utmoft clear-

- nefs and ftrength of argument. I will not pro-

ceed to many oplier confiderations, but conclude .
with a very inferefling particular, which feems

not to have been commonly koown. It mult

have been of great and comfortable importance,
in fixing the adherence of the /adics to fuch fa-

-culties and privileges,

Tn the colle&ion of letters and other writings
relating to the pspi/b plot, in the hands of G.
Treby, Efq; and publithed by order of the Houfe
of Commons, 1680. at pag. 122 and 123. we
have the Latin (riginal, attended with a tranf-
Jation, fa.ulties and privileges granted to the right
r.v. father in Ged, John Laker, an Englith
prieft; to bz by bim extended unto and executed, in
the kingdoms of England and Scotland, and all
othér the dominions of the king of Great Britain,

' La except=
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excepting Ireland.  The 4th, which is' to our
_prefent purpale, is as followeth, Of granting 2
1iberty and allowing a right to all from whom
due benevalence hath. been with-held, or to
whom upon any pretence it hath been refufed,
of demanding and claiming the duties of the mar-
siage bed.———The Latin is much -fhorter.—
Rfiituendi jus pesends debitusm amiffurs.
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MACHIAVELS
"VINDLCATLION.
oOF .
HinseLr and his WriTives,

&’c..

4is) and the preffing importonity of

Guilio Salviatiy that I would ufe fome-
mieans to wipe off the many afperfions caft upon
my writings, gives: you the prefent trouble of
n:admg this letter, and me the. pleafure of
\vmmg ite—

rIw HE difcourfe.we had Tately (Jear Zeno.-

" I have yielded, you fee, to the entreaty of”
Guilio, and the reftof that company, for that I~
elteem it a duty to clear that excellent fociety
ftom the fcandal of having fo ddngerous and per-
picions a perfon to be a member of their-con-
verfation : For by reafon of my age, ‘and fince
the lofs of my liberty, and my fufferiogs under-
that monﬁer of luft and cruchy, Alexander de
L 4. Mediciy -
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M:dici, fet over us by the divine vengeance for
our fins, | cdn be capable of no other defign or
enjoyment, than to delight and be delighted in
the company of fo many choice and virtuous per-
fons, who now affemble themfelves with all fe-
curity, under the happy and hopeful reignof our
new prince Cofimo; and we may fay that tho’ our
commonwealth be not reftored, our flavery is at
_an end, and that be coming in ly our-own choice,
may prove, if 1 have as good fkill in prophefying
as I have had formerly, anceftor to many re-
_nowned princes, who will govern this ftate in
great quietnefs, and with great clemency; fo
that-our pofterity is like ta enjoy eafe and fecu-
sity, tho’ not that greatnels, wealth and glory by
which our city hath for fome years paft, even in
“the moft fadtious and tumultuous times of our
democracy, givea law to [taly, and bridled the
ambition of foreign princes. Bat that I may
avoid the loqua<ity igcident to old men, I will
come to the bufinefs. If I remember well, the
excepiions that are taken to thofe poor things I
bave publithed, arg reducible to three.

FicR, That in all my writings 1 infinuate my
great affections to the democraiical government,
even fo much as to undeyvalue that of monarchy in

refpe? of ity which laft I do mot obfcurely in

m:ny paffuges teach, and as it were, perfuade the

peaple to throw off.
Next,
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+ :Next, That.in. fume plcm J vent very great img=-
picties, [ghting, and wili fy;ng the church gs.axthor
of dll the mifgavernment in the world, and by ju:b
contempt mah way for atheifm and profanenefs

. And laftly, That in my book of the pnm:e, I

teach movnarchs all the execrable wllaum that can

be invented, and inflruc? them bow 1o break fmtb, N
and to opprefs and to enflave their [ubjects.

1 fhall anfwer fomething toev'ery one of thefe;
and that I may obfcrve a nght method, will be«-
gin with the firft;

" Ifhall fpeak to that which is indeed fit to be-
wiped off, and which, if it were true, would nos*
only jultly expofe me to the hatred add venges
ance of God and all good men, but even deftroy-
the defign and purpofe of all my writiogss'
which is to treat in fome fort, ds well as one of -
my fmall parts can hope to do, of the politicks
Aad how can any ‘man pretend to write cor-
cerning policy, who deftroys the moft effential
part of it, which is obedience to all governments
It will be very eafy then for Guilio Salviati, .
or any other member of our {ociety, to believe
the proteftation I make, That the animating o
private men, either dire&ly or indiredlly, to dif
obey, much lefs to fhake off any goverpment, how
Ls - . s
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defpatical fosver, was- never inmy thoughts or writ=-
sngs. Thoefe who:are unwilling to believe this,.
may take the paias to affign in any of my bookss
the pallages they imagine to tead that way, (for
1 can think of none myfelf) that fo I may give
fuch perfoa more particular fatisfadtion.

I'muft confels T have a difcourfe in one of my.
books to encourage the /talian natjon, to aflume.
their antient valour, and to expel the Barba-
sians, meaning, as the antient Romans ufe the
word, all ftrangers from among us: but that
" was before the kings of Spain had quiet poflef-

fion of the kingdom of Naples, or the emperor
of the dutchy of Milan; fo that I could not be
$nicrpreted to mean that the people of thofe two
dominions fhould be flirred up to fhake offtheir
princes becaufe they were foreigners, fince at
that time Ludovic Sforza was in pofleflion of the
one, and king Frederick reftored to the other,
both natives of Iraly. But my defign was to
exhort our countrymen not to fuffer this pro-
vince to be the {cene of the arms and ambition
of Charles VI, or K. Lewis his fucceffor, who
* when they had a mind to renew the old title of
the houfe of Anjou to the kingdom of Naples,
came with fuch force into /zaly, that not only
our goods were plundered, and our lands wafted,
but even the liberty of our cities and government

en-
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endangered ;. but to. unite and oppofe them, -
and to.keep this pxovmce in the hands of
princes of our own patiop, this my intention is
fo vifible in the chapter itfelf, that [ nced but
refer you to it. . Yet, that I may not anfiver:
this imputation. barely by denying, 7 fball affert
in this place what my principles are in that which
_the world calis REBELLION 5 which I believe to -

bc oot only a rifing in arms againft any govern-
ment we live under, bat acknowledge that-

% word to extend to all clandy tfline confpiracies too,

by which the peace and quiet of any country "
may be interrupted, and by confequence the lives
and eftates of innocent perfons endangered.
REBELLION then fo defcribed, 7 held 1o be-
the greutefl ¢ ime that can be committed among men, .
both againlt policy, moralit; and in fcra cnfeien--
fix ; bat notwithftanding.all this, it is an offince
which will be commitied whilfl. the world lafis, as
é{itn as princes tyrammize; and by enflaving and
depreffing their fubjedis; make magiftracy,which
was intended-for the benefit of mankind, provea .
plague and deftru&ion to it: for lew the tefror

_and the guilt be pever fo great, it is xmpo[ﬁble

that human nauwre, ‘which cenfifis in paﬂ' on as
well 2 virtue, can. fupport with patnence ‘and
fubmiffion the greateft chuelty and m;uﬂ:cc,
whenever either the weaknefs of their princes,
the unanimity of the. people, or aby other fa-

L .6. vourable

~
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vourable accident, fhall give ‘them reafonable
hopes to ‘mend their condition, and - provide
better for their own iaterelt by inferreétion,
So that princes and ftates obght-in the condack:
of their affairs not only to confider what
their people are bound to fubmit to, if they
were infpired from heiven, or were all mo-
ral philofophers ; but to weigh likewif what #.
probable de facto to fall out in this-corrupt age-
of.the world, and to reftet upon thofe dange- -.
rous tomults which have happened frequently,.
not only upon oppreflion, but cven by reafon of
malverfation, and how fome monarchies have
been wholly fubverted and changed into demo--

. cracies by the tyrann; of their princes ; as we fee,
tofay notking of Rome, the powerful cantons of
Sw.tzerland brought by that means, a little be-
fore the laft age, to a confiderable common-
wealth, courted and fought to by all the poten-
tates in Chriftendom, If princes will ferioufly.
confider "this matter, 1 make no queltion but
they will rule with clemency and moderation, .
and return to that excellent maxim of the an-
tients, almolt exploded in this age, That she
interefl of kings and of their pcople is the fame :
Which truth has been the whole defiga of my
mnmgs to convince them of.

- Now having gone thus far in the defcription
of REBELLlON 1 think my/eif obiiged to tcll ysu

what
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bt comeeive net -to be rebellion.  Whoforver

thin sakes urms to maintain: the pokitic. conflitution -
or goviérnment of Bis country in the condition it then
i5, I mean, to defend it from being-changed or
invaded by the eraft or force of any man (ol

_though it be the PRINCE or chief magifirate

himfelf) provided, that fuch taking up of arms
be commanded or authorized by thofe, who are
by the order of that government legally entruft-
£d with the cuftody of the liberty of the people
and founddtion of the govérnment: this I.hold
to be {o far from rebellion, that I believe it laud- .
able ; nay, the duty of every member of fuch
commonwealth ; for that he wha-fights 1o fip-
port gnd difend the government be gwas born and
lives undiry cannot deferve the odiqus name of RE-
BEL, but hewho endeavoursto d.flroy it.  If this
be not granted, it will be in vain to frame any
mired government in the world : Yet fuch is ag
this day the happy form under which almoftall
Europe lives, as the people of France, Spain,
Germary, Poland, Swedeland, Denmark, &,
'wherein the prince hath his fhare, and the peo-
ple theirs: Which laft, if they have no means
of recovering their right, if taken away from
them, or dcfcndmg them if invaded, ‘would-be
in the fame eftate, as if they had po mlc p
them, but fived under the empire of Tur,éy or
Mufccvy: and fince they have nd other remedy

, - PR ,'fb'ut
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Bzt by anms, and that it would be of ill confe- -
quence to make every private man judge when:
the rights of the people are invaded (to which *
they bave as-lawfula claim as a -prince to his ;)
which would be apt to produce frequent; and
fometimes caufelefs tumults, therefore it hath:
been the-great wifdom of the fonaders of fuch :
Wenarchics, to appoint gusrdians to thair bbery;
which if it benot’ otherwile exprefl,.is and:
sught to be underftood, to refide in the efiates -
of the country; which for that reafon (as alfo -
to exercife their fhsres in the fovereignty, as: ‘
making laws, levying money) are to be fre--
quently -affembled in-all the regions of Eurepe
before.mentioned ... Thefe are to affert and:
maintain .the-orders of the government and the-
laws eftablithed, and (if it cannot be done other-
wile) to arm the people to defend-and - repel the - |
force that is upon:them : Nay, the governmeant - i
of Arragon goes further, and becaufe in the in~
tervals of the efiates or courts, many accidents -
may intervene: to the prejudice of:theie rights,
or Furcs, as they.call them, they have during
the-intesmifiion appointed a magiltrate called
El Juflicia, which is by the law and conflitu-
tion of that kingdom, to affemble the whole:
people to his banner, whenerer fuch rights are-
eacroached upon ; who are not only juftified by . -
the laws, for fuch: coming together; but are fes

i verely
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vorely punilhable in cafe of refufals fo that
there is no queltion, but that if the kings of Ar--
ragon, at this day very powerful by the addition-
of the kingdom of Naples; and of Sicily, and the -
wnion - with a)fefe,. fhould in time to come in-
vade their kingdom-of Arrages, with the forces-
of their new dominions; and endeavour to take -
from them the rights and privileges they enjoy -
lawfully by their cenftitution ; there is no quef- -
tion, [ fay, bat they way:(rho’ their king be there -
s perfon againfl them ). aflemble under Fufficia,.
aad defend their liberties with as much jpflice -
as if they were invaded by the French or by
the Turks -~ For it were abfurdto tiink, fince the
pevplemay be kegally affembled to apprebend robbiurs; .
nay, te deliver poffeffionforcibly detained-againft the-
Jentence of fome inferior: court, that they wmay andit
ought nct to beflir themfelves, to-keep in being; and
preferve that gevernment which maintains them i
poffeffion of their liberties and” properties, and de+
Jends their lives too from being arbitrarily tak.n -
away. But I know this clear truth receives-
oppofition in this unreafonable and corrupt age,
when men are more prone to flatter the luft of
princes than formerly, and the favourites are
more impatient to bear the impartiality of laws
" than the fons of Brutus were, who complained
Jeges effe furdas; that is, tho’ tbey were fine
gentlemen, in favour with the ladies and mini-

2, ‘ fters
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fters of kings pleafure, yet they could not op-
prefs, drink, whore, nor kill the officers of jufe
tice-in the fireets, returnmg from their night-
revels ; but the execution of the laws would ’
reach them as well as others, who in the time:
of Targuin it feems found the prince more exor-
able. Nay, the divines themfelves belp with their
Sallacies to oppugn this dscirine by making us bes
heve, as 1 faid before, that it's God’s - will al}
-princes fbould be abfolute ; gnd are. fo far in con- -
Jpira y againf} all mankind, that they affert, that
in the text, this bull be the manner of your kings
Glod was giving that people the Jus Divinumh of go--
vernment, when in-truth he was threatning them
with the plagues of #yranmts. But I fpare the
divines here, fince I thall have oceafion in dif-
courfing of my next accufation, to fhew how
that forc of people have dealt with God’s truth, -
and with the intereft of men ; and to be as good
asmy word, I fhall prefently fall upon that point,
having been tedious already in the former. ‘

1 am charged then in the fec:nd place with im-
plety, in vilifying the church, and [i to mak: way
Jor atheifm. 1 do not deny but I have very fre-
queatly in my writings laid the blame upon the
church of Rome, not only for all the mifgovern-
ment of Chriftendom, but even for the depra-
vation, aod almoft total deftruion of chriftian
rehgxon itelf io this provmce 5 but that this

diflcourfe
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" difcourfe of mide doth or-can tend to teach men
impiety, or to make way for atheifm, I peremp-
torily deny : And although for proof of my in-
nocence herein, I need but refer you and all o-
. thers to my papers themfelves as they are now
publithedy where you will find all my reafons

drawn from experience, and frequent examples

cited, which is ever my way of arguing; yet

fince Tam put upon it, I fhallin a few lines make

that matter poffibly a little clearer, and fhall
firlt make proteftation, that as I do undoubtedly
by e by the merits of Chrilt, and by faith in bim,
20 attain eternal falvation, Jo I do firmly belicve

the chriftian profeffion to be the only true religion: -

now in the world. Next I am fully perfuadid that
ull divine virtues, which God then defigned to teack
the world, are contained in the bocks of the holy Serip~
sures, as they are now extant and received among us.

From them I underfland, that God created man in.

purity and innocence, andthat the firfi of that fpecies
by their fraily lofl at once their integrity and their
.paradife, and entailed fin and mifery upen their py-

Serity: That almighty God, to repair this lofs, did. -

7

out of his infinite mercy, and with unparalleled -

grace and grodnefs, fend his only begotten fon inte
the world to teach us new truths, to be a perfel? ax<
ample of virtue, goodnefs and obedience, to reflore
true religion, degenerated among the Fews into fu~
perflition, formality and hypocrify, to die for ths fal~

“wation -
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warion of mankind, end in fine, 12 give Po us the

boly {pirit ty regenerate our haarts; fkppvm o
fottb, nd lead.us inte all trath,,

- Now if it fhall nppear, that'as the Iuft of our
fitft parents did at that time difappoint the-
good intention of God in making a pure world;.
and brought in by their difobedience the cor--
ruptions that are now in it ; {o that fince likewile-
the bithops of Rime by their unfatiable ambi-
tion and avarice, have defignedly, as much as:
ia them lies, frultrated: the merciful purpofe he
bad in the happy reltauration He intended the-
world by his Son, and ia therenewing and re--
forming of human patere;, and bave wholly de-
faced and fpoiled chriltian. religion, 204 made
it a worldly and’ heathenith thing, and altoge--
ther uncapable, as it is. praltifed among them,.
cither of dire@ling the waye of its profeffors to:
virtue and‘a good- life, or of faving their fouls
bereafter; if I fay this do appear; I know no
reafon-why I, for deteCting thus much and for:
giving- warning to the world to take heed of
their ways, fhould be accufed of impiery, .or-
atheifm ; or-why his HOLINESS Jhould be fo in-
raged againft tke poor inhabitanis of the vallies in -
Savoy, and againft the Albigeales for calling him
antichrift. But to find that this is an undoubted:
truth, I.mean. that the popes have corrupted:
chiiftiane
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ehriftian religion, we need but read the New-
Teftament, acknowledged by themfelves to be
of infallible truth, and there we fhall fee that
the-faith and religion preached by Chrift, and-
fettled afterwards byhis apottles, and cultivated
by their facred epiftles, is fo different .a thing
from the chriflianity that is now profeffed and:
taught at Rome, that we fhould be convinced:
that if thofe holy men fhould be fent by God
again ioto the world, they would take.more
pains to confute this Gallimayf y, than ever:they
did 10 preach down the tradition of the Pbari-
Jees, or the fables and idolatry of the Gentiles,.
and would in all probability fuffer a new martyr-
dom ia that city uader the vicar of Chrift, for
“the fame doftrine which once animated the-
Yeatben tynants aghinft them. Nay we baor fome-
thing mere 1o fay againft thefe SACRILEGIOUS:
PRETENDERS to God’s power ; for whereas-
all other falfe worfhips have been fet up by-
" fome palitic legifators, for the fupport and pre-
fervation -of government, this falfe, this {purious:
religion brought in upon the ruins of chriftia-
ity by the popes, hath deformed the face of-
government in Earope, deftroyed all the good”
principles and morality left us by the heathéns-
them‘zjres, and introduced inftead thereof for-
diéiwardly, impolitic notions, whareby they-
have {ubjeéted mankind, and even great princes-
. and
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sad ftates to their own empire, ‘and never fuffer
d ény orders or.maxims 1o take place Where they
bave bad power, that might make a nation wife,
benefi, great or wealthy, This I have fet dowa fo
plainly in thofe paffages of my book which are
complained of, that 1 fhall fay nothing at all for
the proof of it in this place, but refer you
thither; and come to fpeak a little more parti-
eularly of my firft affertion, That the pope and
his clergy have depraved chriftian: religion :
Upon this fubjedt, I could infinitely wifh, now-
Jetters begin to revive again, that fome learned
pen would employ itfelf, and that fome perfon
verfed in the chronology of the church; as they
call it, would deduce out of the-ecclefiaftical
writers, the time and- manacr how thefe abufes
crept in; and by what arts.and" {teps this Babe!
that reaches at Reaven, was. built by thefe fons
of the cartlt. - But this matter, as unfuitable to
the brevity of a letter, and indeed more ta my
fmall parts and leammg, I fhall not pretend to,
‘being one who never hitherto fludied or writ
of theology, further thaw it did paturally con-
.cern the politicks ; therefore I fhall not deal
by. the New: Teftament, as I have doae former-
Jy by Tisus Livias, that is, make obfervations
- or refle@ions-upon it, and leave you and Me.
;lwdxa and’ the reft of ovr fociety to:meke thir
~ judgment, nat citing, like preachers, the chapter

-
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or yerfe, becaufe the reading the holy Smpum

is INttle. ufed, and m@eed hardly peﬂmued a
mongus. L

To begia at tiae toy I would have any tear :
{onable man to tellme whence this unmeafurabl¢
‘power, long claim’d, and now poﬂ'effcd by the
bimop of Reme is derived; Ficft, of being

CHrif’s vicar, and by that, as I may fo fay,
pretendmg to a monopoly qf the holy fpirit,. which
- \was promifed and given to the whole chyrch,

that is, to the ele or faints, as is plain by a
claufe in St. Peter’s fermon, made in the very

fame time that the miraculous gifts of the {pirit
“of God were firft given to the apottles, who fays
to the Fews and Gentiles, Repent and be buptized
“everyone of you, in the name of Je fu: Chrifd, for the
vemiffin of fins, and you fball receive the gift of the

Holy Gbef? ; for this premife is to you and your
children, and to allthat are afar off, even as many
as the Lord our Gid fball call, ’

. Next, to judge infallibly of divine truth, and
to forgive fins as Chrift did, then to’ be the
head of all ecclefiaftical perfons and caufes in
_ the world, to be fo far above kings and princes,

as to judge, depofe and deprive them, and 10
have an abfolate jurifdi@ion over all the affairs
in Chriftendom, in ordine ad fpiritualia; yet all
this the canonifts allow him, and he mikes no

.

fcruple
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feruple (o alliunes whillh it is plain, tiat in the
whale New Teffament there ‘is no dekription:

made of fuch an officer to be at any-time:in the.

church, except it be in the prophecy of the
Apocalypfe, or in one of St. Puuls epiftles,
-where he fays, Whoit is that fball / it in the temple

of € Gody frewing Himpfif that he is God. Chrift

tells us, his kingdom is not of this world; and’
if any will be the greateft among his difciples,
that he muft be fervant to the reft; which fhews,
that lis followers muft be great in. fan&ity and
humility, and notin worldly power.

The apofile Paulwriting te the chriftians of

thefe times, almoft in every epifile commands .

.them to be obedient to the higher powers or
‘magilirates fet over them: Aad St. Peter him-
felf (from whom this extravagant empire is pre-
-teaded to be derived) in his firft epiftle bids

s fubmit ourfalves to (very ordnance of man fir

the Lord’s fake, whether it be to tle king, or, &c.

And this is enjoined, althovgh it is plain that.

they who governed the world in thole days,.

were Both heathens, tyrants and ufurpers : and

in this fubmiffion, there is no exception or pro-
vilo for ecclefiaflical immunity.. The prafice as
well as precepts of thefe holy men, thews plain-
ly,that they had no intention to leave fuccel-
fors, who thould deprive bereditary princes from ™

their

o
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heir righe oftreigningy'for- ﬂm'ehﬁg ia réligion,
whowithiout allrdaubeiare by the appointment
.0f the apyl-anl:By thie principles 'of' chriftin-
oity, ta_be. obeyett dnd fabmitted to in things
wherein the fundamental laws-of the govern-
Amens give'them power, thoogh they were Jews

_ onGentiles. . . If I thopld tell- you by what texts
in Scriptuse, the popes chim the powers before
meationed, it would fiir up yoor Jatighter, and
Pprovcitoolight for fo (erfous a.matter; yet, bes
.canfe poffiily you may never-have heard fo much
of this fubjedt before, I thall ‘inltance in a few:
they toll you. therefore, that the jurifdicion
they pretend over the church, and the power-of
pardoning {ins comes from Chrilt, to St. Peter,
and from him to them: Thou art Peter, and up:n
this rock I will build my barch; I will give the
keyi of the kingdom.of heaven, whatfoever thou fhalt.
bind on earth fball be tound in beaven, and what-
Joever thou fbult loofe on earth, &c. From thefe
two fexts, ridiculoufly applied;, comes this great
eree, which hath with its branches overfpread
the whole earth, and killed all the good and
wholefome plants growing upon it: The firft
text will never by any man of fenfe be under-
frood to fay more thaa that the preachings, fuf~

ferings and miniflry of Peter was like tote a great

feoundation and pillar of the dofirints of Chrift:

the o'her text, as alfo dnother fpoken by our
. "Sas
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Saviour to his apefles, Whefe fins ye remit tbey
are remitted, and whofe fins ye retain they ave re-
tained, gre by all primitive fathers interpreted
ia this manner, Wherefocver ye fhall cffecinally
preach the gofpel, you fball carry with yom grace
ond remiffion of fins to them which fhall falwy
your inflructions : But the people who /ball xet bave
thefe joyful tidings communicated by yam 1o them,
Shall remain in darknefs and in their fins. Butif
" any will conteft, that by fome of thefe laft sexrss,
. tha?eva»geliml excommunication, which was af-
terwards brought into the church by the apofiles,
was here prefignified by or great mafler ; How
unlike were thofe cenfures, to thofe now thun-
dered out, as he calls it, by the pope ? thefe
were for edification and not deftrulion, toafi&t
the flefh for the falvation of the foul ; that ape-
folical ordinance was pronounced for fome no-
torious fcandal or apoflacy from the faith, and
firlt decreed by the church, that is, the whols
congregation prefent, and then denounced by the
paftory and reached only to debar fuch perfon
from partaking of the communion of fellowtip
of that church tll repentance thould re-admit

him, but was followed by no other profecution

or chaftifement, as is now pra&tifed. But {up-
pofe all thefe tcxts had been as they would have
. them ; how does this make for the fucceffors of
St. Peter, or the reft 2 Or how can this prove

‘ ‘ the
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e difops of;Reme t0 have right to fuch fuc-
“wefign.2 ;But I make halte from thig fubject, and
béhell urge but one text-mare, which is, 7he fpi-

- xitoal map judgeth all men, but is bimfelf judged of

- gane ; from: whence it is inferred by the canoe
M Abat firlk, the pope is:the fpiritual.man; and

e that. be ss to be judge of all the werld 3 and
daft, shat be.is aever 10.be liable to any judgmene

-himfelf : whereas it is obvious to the meaneft

. anderftanding, that St, Paw/ in this text means

to diftinguith between a perfon infpired with
the fpirit of God, and ene-remaining in the ftate
of nature ; which latter, he fays, cannot Judge
of thofe hcavenly gifts and graces, as he cx-
..plains himfelf, when he fays, The natural man
. eannat difcern the things of the [pirity becauje they
-are foilifbnefs unito bim,

s To take my leave of this matter, who]ly out
of the way of my ftudies, I beg of you, Zenabio,
aod of Guilis, and the refk of our fociety, to
read over carefully the New Tzflament, and then

. to fee what ground there is for purgatory,

. which all the wealth and-greatnefs hath accru’d
to thefe men 3 what colour for their fdolatrosu
wor/bip.of. faints and their-images, and particusd
farly for fpeaking in their- bymns and progers to
a piece of wood, the crofs I mean, Salve Liguam,
&c. And then fac nos dignosbeneficiorum Cbn_/h.

. VOL, 1Iv, M s
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as you may read in that office ; what colour, er .
.sather what excufe for that horrid unchriffian

and barbarous eogine, called the inguifition,

.brought in by command and asthority of the

zpope; the inventor of which Peter, a Domini-

can friar, having been ‘flain among the Ali-

genfes, as he well deferved, is now ¢anonized for

.afaint, and ftiled San Pirtro Martine.

In the dreadful ptifons of this inquifition,
.many faithful and pious chriftians, to fay no-
~ .thing of honeft moral Moors or Mahometans,
are tormented and famithed, or if they out-live
-their: fufferings, burnt publickly to death, and
.that only for differing in religion from the pope,
swithout having any crime or the leaft mifde-
.meanor -proved or alledged againft them ; and "~
this is inflited upon "thefe poor creatures, by
‘thofe who ptofefs to believe the Seripture,
-which'tells us, that faith is the gift of God, with-
~out whofe fpetial'illumhindtion no‘man can ob-
-fain it, and therefore is'ndt in reafon’or huma-
nity to be punithed for. wanting it. And
Chrift himfelf hath fo clearly decided that point
in-bidding us fet the tares and the wheat grow
together till the barvefi, that I Pall never make any
difficulty vo call bim ANTICHRIST, whe foall
ufe the leaft perfecutivn whatfbever againt any dife
Jering in matvers-of faith from bimfelf, whether
) : vibe

Ve
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_ the perfon fo diffenting, be heretic, Jew, Gentile
ar Mahometan.
Next I befeech you to obferve in reading that
_ hboly book, though chriftian fafls are doubtlefs of
divine right, what ground theve is for enjoining
Ji/b t0%e eatenyat leaft flefb 1o be abfiained from for
one third part of the year, by which they put the
poor to great hardfhip, who not having purfes
to buy wholfome fith, are fubjefled to all the
miferies and difeafes inctdent to a bad and un-
‘healthful diet: whillt the richy and chiefly
‘themfelves and their cardinals, exceed Lucullus
in their luxury of oyflersy turbats, tender crabs
-and carpioni, brought fome hundreds of miles
10 feed their gluttony vpon thefe penitential
«days of abftinence from beef and peré. It may
e it will lie in the way of thofe who .obferve
*this, to enquire what St. Pau/ means, when he
fays, that in the latter days fome fball depart Srom
#he faith, forbidding to marry, and commanding to
abflain from meats, which God hath created to-be
received with thankfgiving : but all thefe things,
and many other abufes brought in by thefe per-.
werters of chrifiianity, will 1 hope ere long be
enquired inte by fome of the difciples of that
bold friar*, who the very fame year which I pro-
phefied, that the feourge of the church was not
far off, began to thunder againft their indul-
* Martin Luther. ) .
M2 gences,
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gences, and fince hath queftioned many tenets
Jong received and impofed upon the world. ¥
fhall. cenclude this difcourfe, after I bave faitl a
avord of the mof hellifb of allthe inmovations brought
in by the popes, ubich is, the CLERGY ; thefe
are a fort of men, under pretence of miniftringta
she people in holy things, fet apart and feparated
Srom the reft of mankind, from whom they bave a
wery diftinct and a very oppofite intereft by a bu-
man ceremony, called by a divine name, viz. OR-
DINATION ; thefe, wherever they are found
with the.whole body of the monks and friars,
awho are called the regular clergy, make a band
which may be called the FANIZ ARIES of .the
papacy 3 thefe bave been the caufes of all the folos-
<ifms and immeralities in government, and of all the
dmpieties and abominations in religion, and by.con-
fequence of all the diferdar, villany and corruptisn
e fuffer. under inthis deseftable.age ; thefe men, by
.the bithop of Rome’s help,:bave crept into all he
-governments of Chriflendom, where there is any
.mixture of monarchy, and made themfelves a third
¢flate, that is, have by their temporalities which are
almoft a third part of all the lands-in Eurape,
.given them by the blind zeal, or rather folly of
the morthern peaple, who over-ran this part of
the-world, flept into the throney and what theg
cannot perform by thefe fecular helps, and by
she dependency their vaffals have upon them,

- they
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they fail not to claim-and to ufurp by the power
they pretend to have from God and his vicege=
- rent at Rome. 'They exempt themlelves, thetr
lands, and goods, from all fecular jurifdiction,
that is, from all courts of juftice and magiftracy,
and will be judges in their own caufes, as in
matters of tythe, &¢. and not content with this,
will appoint courts of their own to decide fove~
raignty in teftamentary matters and many other
caules, and take uponthem to be the fole punifh-
ers of many great crimes, as witchcraft, forcery, !
adultery, and a'l uncleannefs. To fay nothing of
the afore-mentioned judicatory of the inggifi-
.tlon, in thefe lalt cafes, they turn ‘the offenders -
over 1o be punifhed (when they have given fentence )
By the fecular arm, {o they call the magiftrate,
who is blindly to execute their decrees under-pain
of bell-fire, as if chriflian princes and governors
were appointed by God only 1o be their bravo’s or
‘hangmen: they give protetion and fanCtuary to :
~all execrable offtnders, even t6 murderers theme
felves, whom God commanded to be indifpenf=
ably punithed with death, if they come withim.-
their churches, cloyfters, or any other place
which they will pleafe to call holy ground ; and if"
the ordinary jultice, nay, the fovereign power
do proceed 4gainft' fuch offenders, they thun-
der out their excommunication, that is, cat off
from the body of Chrift not the prince oniy,

M3 but
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but the whole nation and people, fhutting the
church-doors, and commanding divine offices
to ceafe, and fometimes even authorizing the
people to rife up in arms, and conftrain their
governors to fubmiffion, as happened to this
poor city in the time of our anceftors, when,
for but forbidding the fervant of a poor Car-
melite friar whohad vowed poverty, and fhonld:
have kept none, to go armed, and punithing his
difobedience with imprifoament, our whole.
fenate with their Gonfalonier were conftrained:
to go to Auignon for abfolution, and in cafe of.
‘refufal had been maffacred by the people,
1t would almeft aftonifh a wife man to imagine baw
- thefe folks fhould acquire an empire fo deflructive ts.
cbriftian religion, and fo pernicious to the interef}:
of men: but it will not feem fo miraculous.to.
them who fhall ferioufly confider, that the ckr-
8 bath been for moxe than this theufand ypars.
upsn the catch, and a formed united corperatios -
‘egainfl the purity of religim and the intereft if-
‘tnankind, and have not oaly wrefted the holy
Scriptures to their own advantage, which they
.have kept from the lLity in unknown langua-
ges, and by prohibiting the reading thereof;,
but made ufe likewife, firft, of the blind devo-
- tion and ignoranee of the Gotbs, Vandals, Huns,
&c..and fince of the ambition and avasice of

chriftian
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chriftian priaces, ftirring them up one againft
another, and fending them upon foolith er-
wands to the holy land, to lofe their lives, and to -
leave their dominions in the mean time expofed-
to themfelves: and their accomplices. They:
have befides, kept learning and' knowledge:-
among-themfelves; ftifling.the light of the gof
pel, crying dowa moral’ virtues as fplendid
fins; defacing human policy, deftroying the
purity of the chriflian. faith and profeflion, and -
all that was virtuaws, prudent, regular.and’
arderly upon earth: fo that whoever would do-
God and good men fervice, get himfelf immortal -
binaur in this life, and eternal ghry in the next,
would reflore the good policy (1 had almef? fasd *
with my author Livy, the fanctity tao) of the
beathensy, with all their valour and other glorious
endowments'; 1 fay, whoever would do this, muy¥
make bimfelf powerful enough' te extirpate this
carfed and apsflate race out of the world: And?
that.you.may fee this is lawful as well as necef- -
fary, I thall fay but-ose word of their calling-
and original, and' then leave the fubjedt. Fhe -
word CLERGY is @ term wholly unknown, to -
the Scriptures, otherwife tham in this fenfe, g «
peculiar people, or- God’s bty ufed often for the
whele Fewifh nation, who are likewife cal-
led a kingdom of priefts in fome places. -
in. the New Teftament,.the word. Cleros is
M 4 taken::
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taken for the true believers, who are alfo cal-

led the ele©, and often the church, which is

the affembly of the faithful met together, as is

cafily. feen by reading the beginning of molt

of St. Pauls epiftles, where writing to _the

church or churches, he ufually explains him-

felf, To all the faints in Chrift, fometimes, To
all who have obtained kke faith with us, fome-

times, To all who in all places call upon the name

of the Lord Jefus, &c. by which it appears,

that neither the word CHURCH mor CLER-

GY, was in thofe days ever appropriated to the

paftors or elders, of the flock, but did fignify

indifercmtly all the people qffembled  togetber ;

which is likewife the literal conftrution of the

word Ecclefia, which is an affembly or meeting.
Ip thofe congregations or churches was perfarmed

their ordination, which properly fignifies no
more than a decree of fuch aflembly, but is

particularly ufed for an election of any into the

miniftry ; the manner was this: fometimes the

apofties themfelves in their peregrinations, and
Jometimes any other eminent member of the church
did propefe to the fociety, (upon vacancy or other -

.peceflity of a paftor, clder or deacon)- fome
290d holy man 10 be elelled, which perfon if be bad
parts ar gifts, fuch as the church could ¢dify by,

was
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‘was~chofen by the lifting up of band:, that is, by
Juffrage; and oftentimes haads were laid upon

him, and prayer made for him: thefe men fo-

fet apart’ did mot pretend 1o any confécration or

facrednefs more than they bad before, much Lfs to-

beconie a diftin€? thing from the reft of mankind as- -
if-they had been metamorphofed, ‘but did- attend :
to perform the feveral fun@ions of their cal- -
ling, as prophefying, that is, preaching tife

gofpel, vifiting the fick, &'c. and never intermis=
ted the ordinary lufin:fs of their trade or pro--
fe@Mion, unlefs. .their church or congregation was-

very numerous, in which cafe they eere maintain- -
ed by alms or ¢en'ributions, which was laid ‘afide
by every member, and colle&ted the firft day -
of the week by the. deacon; this-was faid to -
be given to the church, and was employed by~ -
fuffrage of the whole colle®ive body tothe :
poor and to other incidencies: fo far was It :

from facrilege in thofe ddys to employ church-

goods to lay-ufes. From thefz wirds;, Chureh,. .

Clergy, Ordination, Paffor, (whith' lafi- hath.

been tranflated of late years Bithop) you fee what -

comcinfions thefc e bave. dadeced, amd bews imwronfe

a firucture they bave raifed upon fo little a foun—

dation 5 and bow eafily it will fall #o the ground,.’

when God fhall infpire chiiftian princes ond’

Mg fiates. .
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Bates te redeem bis truths and his poor enflaved
members. out of their clutches, and to.bring back
again inte the world the true original chrifiiam
Faith with the apoftolical churches, paftors
and ordipation, fo confiftent with moral virtue
-and integrity, fo helpful and conducing.to the
beft and moft prudent palicy, fo. fitted for obe-
dience to magifiracy and government ; all which
-the-world bath for many years beea deprived
-of by the execrable and innate ill quality swhich is
infeparable from prielt-craft, and the conjuration
or Jpell of their new invented ordinasion; by which
-they cry with the poet,

Fam furor bumanum nofiro de pedtore fenfum
Expulit, & tetum [pirant pracordia Pbabum.

Which makes them /o facred and boly, that they
bave nothing of integrity, ar indeed of  bumanity
Jftin them, 1 hope 1 fhall not be thought
"jmpious any longer upon this point, I mean for
vindicating chriftian religion from the affaults
of thefe men ; who having the confidence to
- believe, or at. leaft profefs themfelves the only
infiraments which God hath chofen, or can
choofe to teach and reform the world, though
they have: neither ‘moral virtues mor patural

. parts

6
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parts equal to other mes, for the moft:
part, have by this pretence prevailed fo far -
wpon the common fort of people, and upon
fome too of a better quality, that they are per-
fuaded their falvation or .eternal damnation °
depends. upon - belicving or not believing of -
what they fay. 1 would not be underftood to -
difwade any from honouring the trae apoflolick -
teackers whean they fhall be re-cftablithed among - |
us, or frem allewing them (evenm of right, and
not of alms or courtely) fuch emoluments as may -
enable them cheerfully to perform-the duties of -
their chargey to provide fur their children, and *
even 1o ufe hofpitalityy as they are commanded ?
* by St. Paul. Butthis I will praphefy before § }

conclude, that if princes fball perform this bufie -
a¢fi by halves and kave any rows, of this clargy ox -
pricfi~roft as it now is in the gresnd; ox if that *
FAMQUS REFORMER®, fied [mm years ™
Fwce o of Piccardy 1o Genavs, who is of fo >
- guest yeaown for leasning and parts, sad why -
pramifes us Jo parfe& o veformations okl mat in
Mis model whally estirpats this fort of men; then I *
P9, 3 mupt foresdd shat as well the magifirate, as ..
#%is workman, will find themfelves deceived in tinir. -

.‘ Cﬂl‘vlbh L . . ’
Mea .
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expetiation, ondthat the leafl fibra of this plant svill
quer-run again the whole vineyard of the Lordy
and turn to a diffufive papacy in every diocefe,
perhaps in every parith: So that God in bis
mercy infpire them to cut out the core of the ulur,
and the bag of this  impofibume, “that it may
never rankle or fe, ﬁer any morfe, nor break out
béreafter to diffuft new corruption and putrefac-
.tion through the body of Chrift, which is bis holy
chazch, 10 vitiate and infeit the good erder and
irne policy of government.

I come now to the laft branch of my charge ;
which is, That I teach princes villany, and how
to enflave and opprefs their fubjects. 1f any man
will read over my book of the Prince with im-
partiality: and ordinary charity, he will eafdly
perceive that it is not my intention therein to
recommend that government, or thofe men
there defcribed to the world ;" much lefs to
teach men to trample upon good men, and all
that is facred and venerable upor earth, laws,
religion, honefty, and what not. 1f I have”
been a little too punctual in defcribing thefe
monfters, and drawn them to the life in.all
their lineaments and colours, I hope mankind
will know them the better, to avoid them, my

 treatife being both a fatire againft them and a

true charaéier of th” @y
' Whecver
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Whaever in bis empire is tied to no other rules
than thofe of bis own will and luft, muft either b
a faint or elfe a very devil incarnate; or if be be
seither of thafe, both his life and bis reign are like
20 be very fhart: for whofoever takes upon bim fo
execrable an employment as to rule men againft the
laws of nature and reafon, mufl turn all topfie
turvy, and never flick at any thing ; for if once
he halt he will fall and never rife again, &e.
And fo I bid you farewell.

(x April 1537)s







R E A 8§ O_N S

AéAINS'; |

RESTRAINING
THRE

P R E S S

L ]

The Author Dr. TyNDAL,

Firlt Printed in the Yeur 31704,






o281 ]

R E A S O N §

AGAINST
RESTRAINING.
T H E '

P R E S S%¥%
. ’ ) to. s
IF any reftraint is to be put-upon the prefs,.

- it muft be either on-a RELIGIOUS- or
CIVIL account, :

- All that can be pleaded.for it on "th,e fcare of
religion, is, that ’tis neceffary to prevent mens
heing led into error; and as a confequence. of
that, nothing is to be printed that may tempt
them to queftion the truth of any part or point
of the eftablifhed religion.

. % [ have a co y. of this tra&t, which belonged to
ntbory Collins, Efq, wherein it is afcribed to Dr.
Yynda/, and therefore there can be no doubt that

be was the real autbor,
I
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In order to anfwer this, I muft beg leave to.

. obferve, that nothing is more certain than that-

God does not require of men impoffibilities, ae-
. a.means to obtain their future happinefs ; and
confequently all that.he defires of them, is to
ufe their rational faculties after " the. beft man-
ner they can, for the difcovery of his will; He
therefore that docs. this, tho* never. fo much.
miftaken, is as acceptable to God, who is no
- refpécter of perfons, as he that’s not miftakeny.
fince he has done all that God.requires of him,,
and the other could do nomore.. . '
To affifm Kis miftakes are ﬁf\ful, is to make-
- God the anthor of fin, in fo-framing his un-
derftanding, that after he had done all hecould
to-avoid error; he neceffarily fell into its  And-
if it be ghe height of impiety to condemn one
. of fin for obeying God’s commands in'impar-
_ tielly examining, it can be no lefs -impious to -
affirm. the opinion unaveidably.caufed by fo-do~
ing tobe a fin, )

How -happy weuld men thea bey if, not-
withftanding their différence of -opinion, they-
weuld allow on all fides, that impartiality and*
ﬁn)eerity were {ufficient to recommend them to-
God,-and by confequence to one another ? Go-

L N ln;'
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ing a ftep farther than this, juftifies the fevere(t
method of the inquifition : for if men can be
guilty of impiety, blafphemy, and other dama-
able opinions, tho’ on the ftri¢teft examination
they judge them agreeable to the will of God 3
and if it be the duty of thofe that are in power
in every nation to prevent this, they are
bound to reftrain not only the liberty of print~
ing, but of preaching; and to ufe the fevereft-
methods they can, to hinder the fpreading of:

whatever they apprehend to.be fuch opinions.
But,

If God will;judge men-as. they. are account»
able, that is, rational’ creatures-; their reweard;.
whether they hit or mif$ of truth, will be in an
exalt proportion to the ufe they make of their
reafon : and- confequently no opition can be.an
fin, but. for want of an inpartial examination;’
" and. according as. that has been more or lesn
omitted, fo one is more or lefs. accountable..

If this, how paradoxical foever at fisft' fighe-
" it may appear. to fome, is upon: examination -
demonftratively true; Whatcan- be more un-.
reafonable, than.on pretence of preventing the-
growth of dangerous errors, to reftrain the -

prefs, and: thereby: hindor men from fecing, and+
canfor-
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confequently from examining the reafons tKat- |
make againft the eftablithed religion? when -
“without an impartial examination, let our
religion be never fo true, we hold it guiltily,
and with it, though never fo falfe, innocently.
But, - '

. . What canbemoreinconfiltent with this graad
duty of examination, than a reftraint-on the
prefs, fince there can be no other caufe affiga-
ed why ’tis unlawful to publith arguments
againft the ftate religion, but becaufe ’tis un--
Iawful to-read them, that being the fole reafon.

- of forbidding the publithing of them? And
if it be once fuppofed unlawful to read, it moft
be as unlawful. to hear or think any thing,
that inclines one to queftion the truth of any
part or point of the national religion: and

; confequently it makes it.every one's duty, in.all ‘
conntvies. whatever, to profefs that withont: the:
leaft examination. But,.

If one has no reafon to expeét a heaven,.who
_will not be at .the pains to examine what 'tis
God requires of him, in order to his_coming
there; what a condition muft he be in, who
not only neglefts this himfelf, but labouss

) : toe

-
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o 6btain a ‘law to make all others do the
famc’ : o

""The examining the reafons on all fides (for
prevention of which the prefs is to be re-
ftrained) not only makes the miftaken accept-
able to*God, but is the only method that can
be taken to prevent mlﬁakes, for which end
God has commanded every one to judge of
bimfelf, to try the fpirits, to prove all things,
&c. ‘And therefore thofe divines that are for
mens trying nothing, or knowing nothing, but
swhat pleafes. the'licenfed guides in every coun-
try, give God himfelf the lie, after the worlt
manner that can be. And -

The more people are fubjelt to miftake,
the lefs reafon there is to rely on any onc fide,
but with care and diligence to examine the
reafons of all, and confequently the preéfs
ought to be open to all. And when a dif-
.courfe ‘is printed, men by viewing and review-
ing it, may form a better judgment, than when
®tis only {poken.

In anfwer to this, *tis faid, and alike faid
«every where, that mea may have an impartial
: in-
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‘ipformation from the ¢lergy of thc eftablithed
church. But

Are not they under 'a greater reftraint than
‘others, being obliged to profefs thofe opinions
to which their preferments are annexed, or
‘elfe to ftarve ? fo that in this cafe, ’tis .not the

. man, but the bithoprick, the deanery, the pre-

“bend, the reftory that preaches and prigts
neming contradicente, popery in one place, Lu-
theranifm in another, Calvinifm in a third:
and they poflibly may think it ‘but fair to
‘maintdin fuch opinions as maintain them;
‘though "to ‘fpeak the truth, the opinions gene-
rally maidvain the'priefts, better than the priefis
“maintain the opinions. Are men, fo bound
‘and fhackled, likely to give a fair reprefenta-
tion of what c4n be faid 2gain{t them, when
the only caufe they can alledge for reftraining
the prefs, is to hinder’people -from knowing

"1t 2 Do not the blind lead the biind, when the

guides on which others are wholly to depend,
are not trufted to guide themfelves ?

Tn a word, ill -other ‘methods but this of
wxamining, will.equally'fetve to ‘promote ‘arnty

religion, ‘though ‘néver fo ‘falfe, dnd confes

‘quently

\
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squently cannot be the ‘way to diftinguith the
-true from the many falfe -ones; but are the
: pious frauds and holy cheats, of not very pious
-ahd very holy men, to-kecp the people in 4
-blind obedience.

_As this method is the only way to.difcover -

sgruth, fo ’tis this-that makes it-moft-effeQuala
'where men ‘without examination eatertain »
geligion, it will -have but-}itde .infuence on
their practice. What does ‘mot convince tha
maderftanding, can have but a fmall ‘effe&t on

the will : And as far as the reafonablenefs of an

-opinion is feen, fo far oaly can it operate on a
rational creature; and the more examination
renders it fo, the more force it will have on
the alfettions, which are ‘not moved “without

fomg fenfible connexiop between the caufe and

‘the effe®. For this reafon thinking men,
truth being-endeared to them as the difcovery
of their own induftry, are for the moft part
“wery confcientious ; while thofe that owe their
zeligien to the chance of education, have gene-
rally no more regard ito .it, than if they owed
it 1o the chance of a die, I then the freedom
of the prefs comtributes ‘not only :to endear

SN truth
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- xroth when difcoveretl, but to- thé “difcovery
_ofit;and if that fails, to' make-even error itfelf
ionoceat,all the arguments on the account-of
religion do moft refigioufly comtend for " its
entire liberty. 'To which let me add, that

- *Fhe néble ‘art of ‘printing, that by divine
. providence was difcovered to free men from
the tyranny of the clergy' they then groaned
under, and without: which the proteflant reli-
gion muft have proved abortive, ought not to
be made a-means to redyce us,again under fa-
cerdotal favery, And . . -,

" I our anceftors could not fecure themfelves
%rom more than Egyptian bondage, which the
pulpits bronght on thém, withont the. afift-
ance of the prefe: What hopes haye we to
defend ourfelves againft poth, when by the
.- mmeans of the latter, the dlergy have- mmch
“- greatér opportuities, us well as abilities, ta
accomplith their defigas -

* The feftraint of - the--prefs is confiftene
enough with popayy but for proteftents to
attempt it, is ftriking at the foundation of their
xeligion, *which is “built on the waedral sight
. ' every

S G
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every one has of judgiog for himfelf in matters
of religion. But what .can favour more of a
blind popith comipliance, than fo entirely to
give up the condu& of religion to a few Jicen-
fing priefts, as that nothing fhall be publithed
but what they think fit? The learned Dr,
Clagget faith, (and after the fame manner do
41l our clergy write when they have to do with
the papifts) <« * They that have a good caufe,
¢¢ will not fright men from confidering what
¢ their adverfaries fay by their books, but °
¢ rather eacourage them fo to do, that
¢ they may fee the difference between truth
<¢ and error, reafon and falthood, with their
“ own c¢yes. ‘This is the cffe@ of a wel-
s« grounded confidence in truth, and there is
¢ the fign of a good caufe apparently difcern-
s¢ able, in the application of the clergy of the
¢¢ church of England, both to their friends
¢¢ and enemies. ‘They defire the one and
¢ tother, to confider impartially what is faid
© ¢ for us, as well asagaint us ; and whenfoever
¢ guides of a party do otherwife, they give
s¢ juft caufe to examine their do&rines more
s¢ carefully, by how much they are unwilling

~ @ Perfuafive to an ingenuous trial, p, 28.
VOL. IV, N to
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* to Have them examihed. "Tis 4 bad ‘Hgn,
#¢ when ‘men are Ioth to have their “6pitons
-« feen 1a the day, bat Jove darknefls more mm
N fight.” '

Emy one thinks he has a matural right fh
2l matters of learning and knowledge, except
‘what relates to religion and government, to fee
‘what can be faid on all fides, in order to form
his jodgment aright; and chere can be od
yerfon ‘why thefe thonld be excepted, fince
%o have a right undetfanding in them, is whie
% thoft worthy ‘a rational being. - '

. The mbore ufefol any feience 7 to mankind,

‘the greater will its abufes be: Divinity, law,
phyfick are fad inftances of this. But how
can thefe abufes be difcovered, ¥ the prefs be
in their hands that gain by them? What cah
be more ufeful than hiftory, efpecially of one's
own country ? sbd can we expe& a trwe -
formation, when only one fide {6 to print?
And there are few perfons, efpecially av'a dif-
vaace from Zondon, but would think it a hard-
fhip to be deprived even of Toch uifies as the
common news-papers, which would sot be
' allowcd under 2 reﬂraim of the prefs Nay,

¥ 8 e
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we §ow]d: oot thea hope fo: .an impartial ac«
sguat even in natural thmgs, fince an evideny,
tryth in ,phxlofophy, has been thought 2 mon-
ftrous error in divinity ; and a ratienal difcourfe
on any fubje® may be hiadred from being'
prin;e&, left, as the late bifhop of Worcefler’
fid of the ‘moft rational that ever was writ +,
it might be applied to other ufes thaa what the
author defigued.

" Nothing can mose difcourage men of abills
ties from writing, than to fubje& their dif-
wisfe to the mercy of an ignoraat, or at lealf
sa unleifured Jicenfer + fach a hardfhip oo the
commonwealth of learning, will bé ape to-
make sa imprimetur fignfy po mere, than
that the boot is foolif enough tq be printed. -

_ Asthe people retain a right to offer their
advxce to their reprefentatives, fo there can-
sot but happen feveral thmgs, wherein they
may receive fatisfaltion from what is publ‘fhed
by thofe without doors (as happened in the
cafe of the flanding army, and feveral other
matters) which may in a great meafure be hin~’
dered, by the licenfers of the prefs being in-

"+ Tbe Effay on Human Underfacding, by Mr..
Licte,. . e
e N a2 fluenced:
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fluenced by thofe, wha bkave an mtqtﬁ to
ftifle truth, s

Ina 'word as many things as are worth
underﬁandnng aright, fo many arguments are
there for the liberty of the prefs ; ; though the
only redfon that is pleaded for its reflyaint
upon a civil account, is to prevcnt falfe repre~
fentations of peoples defigos and adtions, cfpe-
cially of fuch as are dlgmﬁed with a pubhck
charalter. But

. Though this may be done by fpeaking, who
ever thought it reafonable, that all but one
party of men fhould have a padlock on their
lips? And yet this is all that’s meant by a re-
fraint on the prefs, fince what is to be printed,
is left to the arbitrary will of men of this
or that party., And there can be no manaer
of reafon, why writing and talkmg fhould not
be on thc fame foot, fince what’s contrary to

law is in both cafes equal)y punithable; and 2

seftraint of the prels cannot hinder books from
coming out by ftealth,

“What can be more unconfcxonablc, confider-
ipg how the nation is divided, than to have all
but one party reftrained from ‘writing in their

B . - . OWQ
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olwn: defeiice; whilft that is at liberty to ufe
them as barbaroufly as they pleafe? With
what unchriftian temper and inhumane in-
folence will partymen treat thofe they are
employed to write againft? and what mifre-
prefentations, lies and calumuies will they not
then-be guilty of 2 *Tis the danger of being
deté@ed and expofed, that makes men write
with more temper, as well as more regard to-
teuth..

If the honourable houfe of commons have,,
tipon a folemn debate, thought fit to publity
their proceedmgs to prevent being mifrepre~
fented why fhould they deny thofe they re-
prefent the fam_c liberty ?. And when both
boufes have thought it neceffary to print, (and
one inay venture to add, that ncither houfe,
without this liberty, would have shought
their reputations fafe) it cannot be prefumed:
that either houfe will be putung fuch a hard-
fhip on the nation.

As honaur and reputation fecure their vo-.
taries from committing ill and bafe aious, fo
‘they incite them to all good ones; but If the
prefibe in the hands of defigning people, it

: N3 may:

-

—
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may have a quite different effedt, and *Be
wholly employed to traduce, as it was’is
former reigns, the beft men both in church
and ftate. And

Tt will be a great encouragement for mem

above the ordinary reach of the law, to crnfh
. thofe beneath them, when the prefs fhall fpeak
only in their favour, and the iojured are des
prived of the laft fatisfallion that oppreft vir-
tue has, of appealing to the pcopli:, and
juflifying their ingocence to the world. And
. therefore I cannot fee how one, that has any
value for his reputation, will be content t&°
run the hazard of having it put out of his.
power, to Ju(hfy himfelf as publickly as he § u
injured. Whether what is' faid of truth,’

that none .is againft truth but where that is i
firlk againft them, may be applied to the préfs,”
T will pot determine ; but thofe whofe a&ions-
capnot bear examination, will, no doubt, be
glad of its refiraint, and poffibly may add ini--
quity to iniquity, by pretending they defire it
out of affeCtion to the government, or ml to
the chtm;h . } -

v . h .The
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The reﬁraxnmg the prcfs may not be fo
mnch for the intereft of any party, as fome
fondly i magme ; becaufe their being for it, will
be apt to make men believe the very worft
thmgs thexr enemies fay to be true; and that
’tis the fear of having their pernicious defigos
dilcovered, ‘which makes them take a method,
that tll now they themfelves oppofed, and
which in former reigns was made ufe of to ad-
vance flavery and popery. But ’

- If this be of no weight, let it be confidered;
that the prefs, jackanapes like (as a Scats: gentle-
man faid of their king) may be made .to. bite;
whomfoever they, in whofe cuftody it chances
to be, think fit; and a reftraining law no
fooner made, but the fcene of affairs may fo
ﬂt&, that the party which promoted it, may-
be fcourged with rods of their own providing,
and be themfelves debarred .of that liberty
they defigned to exclude others from. And.
poflibly fome may be glad of fuch a bill, the
better to deprive them of thofe advantages,
which without it they would not think pru--
dent to attempt. But though this might not.
be the confecuence at prefeat, who can be

: v fore
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fure in what hands the prefs hcteafter mayﬁc
placed ?

As the chief happinefs: as well as dignity.of
rational creaturesy confifts in having the ki~

berty. of thinking on what fubjet they pleats;
apd of as freely communicating their thoughts
{oall good gowernments that have allowed this
freedom, were fo far from fuffering by it, that

it wonderfully endeared them to their people...

And no miniftry can be hurt by the liberty.of
the prefs, fince they have a number of depen~

dents, rfeady wpon all oecafions to wifte i
juftification of their conduét ; nay, to gild oves-

the worft. of their allions, and give a fair co.
lour to their moft pernicious defigns; and at
the fame time {o to mifreprefent the true pa-
triots of their country, that the people, theip

teal friends, being deprived of the liberty of

publickly jutifying themfelves, may miftake-
them for their enemies, and carefsthofe that are
truly fo.

The liberty of tlie preft muft keep a miniftry
within fome tolerable bounds, by expofiog

shir ill defigns to the people, with whom if

_ : they
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they once lofe their crcdxt, they will be very
unfit tools for a court to work wnh But

The arts of ftate in moft places bcmg to en-
flave, or keep the people in {lavery, it became
a crime to talk, much more to write about
fate-matters. Ahd the prefs in moft countries -
of Eurspefpeaking nothing but court-language;
the. people, who. till the invention of pnntmg

* had tolerably well preferved their liberty, were
by degrees gulled and cheated eut of thofe’
ineftimable bleflings. And there’s nothing,
either with refpe to religion or politicks, fo-
deftruftive to mankind, but mey be made,
where the pulpit and prefs confpire together, to
pafs for divine truths.

The flavith condition the moft part of man-._
kind in all ages have bcen in, fhews how much .
they have been wanting to themfelves in not
taking alarm foon enough at the chains that
were preparipg for them. "And as there are
few, very few inftances of - people’s having
perceived the intended flavcry, foon enough
to prevent it; {o there are fewer inftantes of

their having taken arms, but upon very juft
occafion,

, | f
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‘In 3 word,, as there.is na freedom either. civit

. or.ecclefiaftical, but where the liberty of the
prefs is maintained ; fo where that is fecured,
alt others are fafe. ‘That, like a faithful
centinel, prevents all farprize, and gives timely
warning of any approaching danger. And
therefore ’tis to be hoped, that the truftees
of the people’s liberties will preferve its free-.
dom entire ; far if its facred liberty is but
once affeted, though by never fo gentle &
law, ’tis to be feared: that this will be ufed,
agan argument to reftrain it as much as evers,
for thea twill be cafy to engraft a new law,
on pretence that the old did nat anfwer the
end, as we fee ’twas urged in the cafe of the
conformity bill. ‘

- &s to the obliging authors to {et their names.
tq their works, that can only ferve to hinder-
the publibing the moft ufeful books, viz.
thofe defigned to re@ify abufes. Befides, this
prejudices people for or againft a book, and
ferves as a handle for fullfome flatteries, or
grofs abufes; and we have too frequent in--
flances. of mens thinking to attone, for notw.-
- anfwer—
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anfwering the arguments, by railing at the
authors. Ahd ‘therefore thofe writets, fuch -
As the anthor of she #Dole Duty of Man, &t.
that defign the utmoft good, have induftrioufly
concealed their names.

-
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BOOKS lately publified by Ricaarp

Baron, .viz.

: A CORDIAL for Low Spirits, in three
g Volumes. The third Edition, with
. great Improvements.

2." Milton’s' Anfwer to Charles I. The fe-
cond Edition, with mapy Paflages unknown te
a}l former Editors,
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