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. INTRODUCTION

THE SUBJECT, METHOD AND SCOPE OF THIS
INQUIRY

I

HE coastal populations of the South Sea Islands, with very

few exceptions, are, or were before their extinction, expert
navigators and traders. Several of them had evolved excellent
types of large sea-going canoces, and used to embark in them
on distant trade expeditions or raids of war and conquest.
The Papuo-Melanesians, who inhabit the coast and the out-
lying islands of New Guinea, are no exception to this rule. In
general they are daring sailors, industrious manufacturers,
and keen traders. The manufacturing centres of important
articles, such as pottery, stone implements, canoes, fine baskets,
valued ornaments, are localised in several places, according to
the skill of the inhabitants, their inherited tribal tradition,
and special facilities offered by the district ; thence they are
traded over wide areas, sometimes travelling more than
hundreds of miles.

Definite forms of exchange along definite trade routes are
to be found established between the various tribes, A most
remarkable form of intertribal trade is that obtaining between
the Motu of Port Moresby and the tribes of the Papuan Gulf,
The Motu sail for hundreds of miles in heavy, unwieldy cances,
called lakaioi, which are provided with the characteristic
crab-claw sails. They bring pottery and shell crnaments, in
olden days, stone blades, to Gulf Papuans, from whom they
obtain in exchange sago and the heavy dug-outs, which are
used afterwards by the Motu for the construction of their
lakatoi canoes.®

* The hiri, as these expeditions are called in Motuan, have been described
with a great wealth of detajl and clearness of outline by Captain F. Barton,
‘in C, G. Seligman's * The Melanesians of British New Guinea,” Cambridge,

1910, Chapter viii,
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Further East, on the South coast, there lives the industrious,
sea-faring population of the Mailu, who link the East End of
New Guinea with the central coast tribes by means of annual
trading expeditions.* Finally, the natives of the islands
and archipelagoes, scattered around the East End, are in
Constant trading relations with one another. We possess in
Professor Seligman’s book an excellent description of the
subject, especially of the nearer trades routes between the
various islands inhabited by the Southern Massim.t There
exists, however, another, a very extensive and highly complex
trading system, embracing with its ramifications, not only the
islands near the East End, but also the Louisiades, Woodlark
Island, the Trobriand Archipelago, and the d'Entrecasteaux
gToup ; it penetrates into the mainland of New Guinea, and
exerts an indirect influence over several outlying districts,
such as Rossel Island, and some parts of the Northern and
Southern coast of New Guinea. This trading system, the Kula,
is the subject I am setting out to describe in this volume, and
it will be seen that it is an economic phenomenon of considera-

able theoretical importance. It looms Paramount in the tribal
life of those natives who live within its circuit, and its impor-
tance is fully realised by the tribesmen themselves, whose ideas,

ambitions, desires and vanities are very much bound up with
the Kula

11
Before proceeding to the account of the Kula, it will be well

to give a description of the methods used in the collecting of

the ethnographic material. The results of scientific research
in any branch of learning ought to be Presented in a manner
absolutely candid and above board. No one would dream
of making an experimental contribution to physical or chemical
science, without giving a detailed account of alj the arrange-
ments of the experiments ; an exact description of theapparatus
used ; of the manner in which the observations were conducted ;
of their number; of the length of time devoted to them, and
of the degree of approximation with which each measurement
was made. In less exact sciences, as in biology or geology,

* Ci. * The Mailu,” by B. Malinowsld, in Transactions of the R. Society
of S, Australia, 1915 ; Chapter iv. 4, pp. 612 to 629.

t Op. cit, Chapter xI.
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i t be done as rigorously, but every s?qdent. will _do
z};sb::l 1:: bring home to tghe reader all the conditions in vglnch
the experiment or the observations were mafle. In Ethno-
graphy, where a candid account of suc.h data is perl.'la.l:oasl even
more necessary, it has uniortunately: in the past not. wags
been supplied with sufficient generosx.ty,- and many writers :
not ply the full searchlight of methodic sincerity, as they mlo\;
among their facts but produce them before us out of complete
Obs;‘tlr:gt;ld be easy to quote works of high repute, anq vnfh a
scientific hall-mark on them, in which w_holesale generahsahﬁn:
are laid down before us, and we are not informed g.t all b¥ wha
actual experiences the writers h?.ve reached their t:.:.nc u:m:s.
No special chapter or paragraph is d.evoted to descri lndg' c; :
the conditions under which observations were made and in ;:‘rc
mation collected. I consider that only suc.h ettg:lc;grap i
sources are of unquestionable scientific value, in whi :let :a:;
clearly draw the line between, on the one ha.nc!, the re: s o
direct observation and of native statements and interpreta ohis,
and on the other, the inferences of. the author, based on >
common sense and psycholgical insxght."' Indeed, some ‘?;cf
survey, as that contained in the tal?le, given below (E;w. . :e
this chapter) ought to be forthcaxlmng, so that at a ﬂf a.ncf:t b
reader could estimate with precision the .degree of _ebwn e s
personal acquaintance with the fac_ts wl_uch he descrll1I ;s, bann
form an idea under what conditions information had bee

i from the natives.

Obtil::i(:l, t;:l historical science, no one could.expect to b;
seriously treated if he made any mystery of .hls so;lrcg;ha:lo-
spoke of the past as if he knew it b'y divination. . xta 2thno-
graphy, the writer is his own chronicler and the. is ona..bl

the same time, while his sources are no doubt easily accessi et,
but also supremely elusive and complex theyb al:'e _nor
embodied in fixed, material documents, but in the be avnct::

and in the memory of living men. In Ethnography_,a] t;
distance is often enormous between the brute matenpal o

* On this point of method again, we are indebted to the Cm?;::ag];nsgc&g:‘i

¢ Anthropology for having introduced the really scientific way of e i
:he uesﬁg?! gMore especially in thedwré:;ngsa gL :l:insdcll;::; ylf"c'f;'n';am-n. an.
istinetic tween inference and observ i d

\t:l: c;:tl:‘iiﬁgﬁs?wuh perlect precision the conditions under which the worl

was done.
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mfc!rmat_ion——as it is presented to the student in his own obser-
vations, in native statement, in the kaleidoscope of tribal life—
and the final authoritative presentation of the results. The
Ethnographer has to traverse this distance in the laborious
years between the moment when he sets foot upon a native
bea_ch, and makes his first attempts to get into touch with the
n_atlves, and the time when he writes down the final version of
his results. A brief outline of an Ethnographer’s tribulations
as h\ted through by myself, may throw more light on the
question, than any long abstract discussion could do.

IIX

Imagine yourself suddenly set down surrounded b
your gear, alone on a tropical beach close to a native vil}l,a:t:l
while tl_1e launch or dinghy which has brought you sails away;
out of ﬂght. Since you take up your abode in the compound of
some neighbouring white man, trader or missionary, you have
notlnpg to do, but to start at once on your ethnographic work.
Imagx'ne furt[:er that- you are a beginner, without previous
;‘xpenence. ?v1th noti!mg to guide you and no one to help you.

or .tlfe white man is temporarily absent, or else unable or
unwilling to waste any of his time on you. This exactly
describes my first initiation into field work on the south coast
of New Gun.lea. I well remember the long visits I paid to the
;:}Slagg during the first weeks ; the feeling of hopelessness and
o pair afte.:r many obstinate but futile attempts had entirely
alled- to bring me into real touch with the natives, or supply
]xjne with any material. I had periods of despondency, when I
une'd m_yself in the reading ot novels, as a man might take
to drink ina fit of tropical depression and boredom.

" Imagine yourself then, making your first entry into the
;; t?.fe, a.;one or in company with. vour white cicerone. Some
ot es flock rou'nd. You, especially if they smell tobacco.

ers, the mo.re dignified and elderly, remain seated where they

are. Your white companion has his routine way of treating the

netwes, and he neither understands, nor is very much concerned

with the manner in which you, as an ethnographer, will have

;:elaiﬁpl;%acth tliaem. The first visit leaves you with’ a hopefu!
at when yo i i i

oy nfy hope o leyasttl.retum alone, things will be easier. Such
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I came back duly, and soon gathered an audience around
me. A few compliments in pidgin-English on both sides, some
tobacco changing hands, induced an atmosphere of mutual
amiability. T tried then to proceed to business. First, to
begin with subjects which might arouse no suspicion, I started
to “ do " technology. A few natives were engaged in manu-
facturing some object or other. It was easy to look at it and
obtain the names of the tools, and even some technical expres-
sions about the proceedings, but there the matter ended. 1t
must be borne in mind that pidgin-English is a very imperfect
instrument for expressing one's ideas, and that before one gets
a good training in framing questions and understanding answers
one has the uncomfortable feeling that free communication in
it with the natives will never be attained ; and I was quite
unable to enter into any more detailed or explicit conversation
with them at first. I knew well that the best remedy for this
was to collect concrete data, and accordingly I took a village
census, wrote down genealogies, drew up plans and collected
the terms of kinship. But all this remained dead material,
which led no further into the understanding of real native
mentality or behaviour, since I could neither procure a
good native interpretation of any of these items, nor get
what could be called the hang of tribal life. As to obtaining
their ideas about religion, and magic, their beliefs in sorcery
and spirits, nothing was forthcoming except a few superficial
items of folk-lore, mangled by being forced into pidgin English.

Information which I received from some white residents in
the district, valuable as it was in itself, was more discouraging
than anything else with regard to my own work. Here were
men who had lived for years in the place with constant oppor-
tunities of observing the natives and communicating with them,
and who yet hardly knew one thing about them really well.
How could I therefore in a few months or a year, hope to over-
take and go beyond them ? Moreover, the manner in which my
white informants spoke abonut the natives and put their views
was, naturally, that of untrained minds, unaccustomed to
formulate their thoughts with any degree of consistency and
precision. And they were for the most part, naturally enough,
full of the biassed and pre-judged opinions inevitable in the
average practical man, whether administrator, missionary, or
trader, yet so strongly repulsive to a mind striving after the
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residents. »

I : ,
sgutﬁiﬁl’t ll:lt my first piece of Ethnographic research on the
» 1L Was not until I was alone in the district that |

inciples of method

und . 3 od can be

ml:xs:r 1:::::5 :n:.le:J h:;du;g;: first of all, naturally, thegs.:z:z:(t!
o entific aims,

criteria of modern ethnogl'aph}'.s Sa:cinknow’ e values and

he h

mani;:JJ':;i :é);;lxj:daﬁ:;?l;le'r of -:;lpecial methods of collecting
. 15 evidence. A few X

-'-il.lcll1 about these three foundation stones of fiel \;TII:di girmies

with the second as the most elementary +Deginning

Iv

Proper conditions for
. eth 3
consist mainly in cutt'f nographic work. These, as said,

white men, and remainin

. by camping right
Tt is very nice to have
he stores, ang to know

* I may note at on
to . ce that there were a f : .
o, menion ool my Tricads Bty roensch 3L excptions oy,
" r pearl trader ; afd the Missionary, M, Mn:?dai M. Raffae]
» 05 M. K. Gilmour
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hours only to '* do the village.”” . It should not even be near
enough to fly to at any moment for recreation. For the native
is not the natural companion for a whit¢ man, and after you
have been working with him for several hours, seeing how he
does his gardens, or letting him tell you items of folk-lore,
or discussing his customs, you will naturally hanker after the
company of your own kind. But if you are alone in a village
beyond reach of this, you go for a solitary walk for an hour or
so, return again and then quite naturally seek out the natives’
society, this time as a relief from loneliness, just as you would
any other companionship. And by means of this natural
intercourse, you learn to know him, and you become familiar
with his customs and beliefs far better than when he is a paid,
and often bored, informant.

There is all the difference between a sporadic plunging into
the company of natives, and being really in contact with them.
What does this latter mean? On the Ethnographer's side, it
means that his life in the village, which at first is a strange,
sometimes unpleasant, sometimes intensely interesting
adventure, spon adopts quite a natural course very much in
harmony with his surroundings.

Soon after I had established myself in Omarakana (Tro-
briand Islands), I began to take part, in a way, in the village
life, to Jook forward to the important or festive events, to
take personal interest in the gossip and the developments of the
small village occurrences ; to wake up every morning to a day,
presenting itself to me more or less as it does to the native. I
would get out from under my mosquito net, to find atound me
the village life beginning to stir, or the people well advanced in
their working day according to the hour and also to the season,
for they get up and begin their labours early or late, as work
presses. As I went on my morning walk through the village, I
could see intimate details of family life, of toilet, cooking,
taking of meals; I could see the arrangements for the day’s
work, people starting on their errands, or groups of men and
women busy at some manufacturing tasks (see Plate III).
Quarrels, jokes, family scenes, events usually trivial, some-
times dramatic but always significant, formed the atmosphere

of my daily life, as well as of theirs. 1t must be remembered
that as the natives saw me constantly every day, they ceased to
be interested or alarmed, or made self-conscious by my
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l};{:s:?lc.:el,land 1 ceased to be a disturbing element in the tribal
e 1§ I was to study, altering it by my Very approach, as
ays happens with a new-comer to i
In fact, as they knew that | st my. e oty
] , would thrust m i
thing, even where a well-m i ould mot dyer
\ ) i -mannered native would not drea
:;:21;1:1;1:{11& they finished !)y regarding me as part and parc:; 2:
€, a necessary evil or nuisance, mitigated d i
of tobacca, by danations
l.eaclr.‘aterdcm in the day, whatever happened was within easy
Alam];sanb there was ng Possibility of its escaping my notice
A maﬁ out the sorcerer’s approach in the evening, one or tw<;
g, Y important quarrels and rifts within the community,

wh:c!'n had to be pt;rf:rtrr}lled, all these I had not to pursue, fearful
» DUt they took place under my v é e
:gp?-;::i s’c.:.;:lors}:ep, 50 to spea_\k (see Plate 1v). Xn;?: m);sst }::
iy onnse tw' enevel.' anyt!nng dramatic or important occurs it
ing. el o ;lnvestlgate It at the very moment.of happen-
exc;ted 2 be t e natives cannot but talk about it, are too
in sumolyen edretxf:ent, and too interested to be mentally lazy
breachesyofget _etanls. A]s‘o, over and over again, I committed
e, e 8 uiuett.e, wh_lch‘ the natives, familiar erlough with
bel;ave o slow in pointing out. I had to learn how to
ponave, 0 a certain extent, | acquired ** the feeling * for
¢ good and bad manners. With this, and witgh the

condition of being able to carry on successful field Er;illltmmary

v

the]:i:; tthfmlzithnograp'her has not only to spread his nets in

pne Th tl? ©, and wait for what will fall into them., He must

b ?tc J;ethq::tsman. and drive his quarry into them and
0 1ts most inaccessible lajrs. A

to the more active methods of pursuing ethn raphin e 8

g upon thls sub_‘QCt eXce b wa D! one
] C t
IeI'l'laIk, tO aVOId the pOSS!bﬂlty Of llllsullde!stalldlllg' GOOd
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training in theory, and acquaintance with its latest results, is
not identical with being burdened with * preconceived ideas.”
H a man sets out on an expedition, determined to prove certain
hypotheses, if he is incapable of changing his views constantly
and casting them off ungrudgingly under the pressure of
evidence, needless to say his work will be worthless. But the
more problems he brings with him into the field, the more he is
in the habit of moulding his theories according to facts, and of
seeing facts in their bearing upon theory, the better he is
equipped for the work. Preconceived ideas are pernicious
in any scientific work, but foreshadowed problems are the main
endowment of a scientific thinker, and these problems are first
revealed to the observer by his theoretical studies.

In Ethnology the early efforts of Bastian, Tylor, Morgan,
the German Volkerpsychologen have remoulded the older
crude information of travellers, missionaries, etc., and have
shown us the importance of applying deeper conceptions and
discarding crude and misleading ones.* )

The concept of animism superseded that of * fetichism ' or
“devil-worship,” both meaningless terms. The understanding
of the classificatory systems of relationship paved the way for
the brilliant, modern researches on native sociology in the
field-work of the Cambridge school. The psychological
analysis of the German thinkers has brought forth an abundant
crop of most valuable information in the results obtained by
the recent German expeditions to Africa, South America and
the Pacific, while the theoretical works ot Frazer, Durkheim
and others have already, and will no doubt still for a long time
inspire field workers and lead them to new results. The field
worker relies entirely upon inspiration from theory. Of course
he may be also a theoretical thinker and worker, and there he
can draw on himself for stimulus. But the two functions are
separate, and in actual research they have to be separated

both in time and conditions of work.

As always happens when scientific interest turns towards
and begins to labour on a field so far only prospected by the
curiosity of amateurs, Ethnology has introduced law and order
into what seemed chaotic and freakish. It has transformed

" for us the sensational, wild and unaccountable world of

* According to a uscful habit of the terminology of science, T use the
word Ethnography for the empirical and descriptive results of the science
of Man, and the word Ethnelogy for speculative and comparative theories.
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¥

“ savages ”’ into a number of well ordered communities,
governed by law, behaving and thinking according to consistent
principles. The word ‘' savage,” whatever association it might
have had originally, connotes ideas of boundless Jiberty, of
irregularity, of something extremely and extraordinarily quaint.
In popular thinking, we imagine that the natives live on the
bosom of Nature, more or less as they can and like, the prey of
irregular, phantasmagoric beliefs and apprehensions. Modemn
science, on the contrary, shows that their social institutions have
a very definite organisation, that they are governed by author-
ity, law and order in their public and personal relations, while
the latter are, besides, under the control of extremely complex
ties of kinship and clanship. Indeed, we see them entangled
in a mesh of duties, functions and privileges which correspond
to an elaborate tribal, communal and kinship organisation
(see Plate IV). Their beliefs and practices do not by any
means lack consistency of a certain type, and their knowledge
of the outer world is sufficient to guide them in many of their
strenuous enterprises and activities, Their artistic pro-
ductions again lack neither meaning nor beauty.

It is a very far cry from the famous answer given long ago
by a representative authority who, asked, what are the manners
and customs of the natives, answered, *“ Customs none, manners
beastly,” to the position of the modern Ethnographer| This
latter, with his tables of kinship terms, genealogies, maps,
plans and diagrams, proves the existence of an extensive and big
organisation, shows the constitution of the tribe, of the clan, of the
family ; and he gives us a picture of the natives subjected to a
strict code of behaviour and good manners, to which in comparison
the life at the Court of Versailles or Escurial was tree and easy.*

Thus the first and basic ideal of ethnographic field-work is
to give a clear and firm outline of the social constitution, and
disentangle the laws and regularities of all cultural phenomena

* The legendary “ early authority ** who found the natives only beastly
and without customs is left behind by a modern writer, who, speaking about
the Southern Massim with whom he lived and worked * in close contact® for
many years, says:—". , . We teach lawless men to become -obedient,
inhuman men to love, and savage men to change,” And again:—* Guided
in hia conduct by nothing but his instincts and propensities, and governed by
his unchecked passions. . . ." * Lawless, inhuman and savage!™ A
grosser misstatement of the real state of things could not be invented by anyone
wishing to parody the Missionary gg}n of view. Quoted from the Rev. C, W,

:bel, of the London Missionary ety, *‘ Savage Life in New Guinea,” no
ate. . . .
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from the irrelevances. The firm skeleton of 'the tril;al :lfell;::
troobe first ascertained. This id'eagl imposes in the wr: O;; ace
the fundamental obligation of giving a comp}ete ls»uh li(n o
henomena, and not of picking out the sen§at1ona ot es:e ioulé
otill less the funny and quaint. T}!e ttmed.whe:t:e: O h
tolerate accounts presenting us the nativeasa lSt‘D!". . o lae
caricature of a human being are gone.b Thli 'ﬁ:i] 1::'; Sdence:
i any other falsehoods, 1t has been ki
?l'nhcz I!;I:fd"éthjrrlographer has seriously and soberly t_(;’ C;J‘(r:]t:::-:
full extent of the phenomena in each aspect ‘of triba i
tudied, making no difference between \\fhat is com.n';1 np ami
f)rudrab. or ordinary, and what strikes him ;slastorel;s c:fnfribg]
| time, the whole ar
_of-the-way. At the same ' ; e
z::ltture in all its aspects has to be gone over m_res:z;:;l;n e
consistency, the law and order _whlch obtain e
aspect make also for joining them 1tntto c»t:‘e1 g;h::l:; rtli gio!:l o
05 »
An Ethnographer who sets ou udy e an
jal organisation, cuis
technology, or only social x ¢
:ﬁi{ieial field for inquiry, and he will be seriously handicapped

in his work.
VI

Having settled tgis :Fry gfen::t.lh;:;_le.

jled consideration o d. :

rl:l:: ?ni?:}l;ld, according to what has just been s?:?e;t:{etg;:ayl

before him of drawing up all the rules and re_gu_.la.n e oy

life . all that is permanent and fixed 3 of ‘gwmfgtheir e

of t.heir culture, of depicting the co_nstltutlon o e
But these things, though crystallised and set, are n

let us descend to
The Ethnographer

e i

of laws, and their whole tribal tradltwn,lth? 'WI:;I:St;;u:t:;:l 2-
ir soci jied in the most elusive H
e man bein embc'dmnolt even in human mind or memory

human being. But ; . A
:1}1"2 thue[::: Jaws to be found definitely formulated. The nativ

i the
obey the forces and commands of the tnba;)l cot(}l.ee'irbizts tinct];
do not comprehend them ; exactly as they o eg; e Taw of
and their impulses, but could not lay do‘wn 2 Single e o
psychology. The regularities in native instl 1:‘ o e of
automatic result of the interaction r{f ‘the rn;: e ent.
tradition, and of the materia]l conditions ot €

. titution,
Exactly as a humble member of any modern institutio

ict e
formulated. There is no written or explicitly expressed cod \

|
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soc:ologu:a{ terms. The difference is that
every institution has jts intelligent memp
and its archives and documents, whereas i
there are none of these. After this is realise

, in. our society,
©rs, 1ts historians,
N a native society
.d an expedient hag

o 2ut ¥ » or still bette
Irence, will stimulate a native to express his opiniz’n :n;etal
0

::ffvlg; ;:)lzn:l:u mform.ation.. A real case indeed will start th
hon, pen 8 ® av: of dlsc.ussxon. evoke expressions of indj a{-3
cogt‘ajn > ‘Wa]rtr:1 afkmg 51‘des~7all of which talk wil] probggl
o T o definite .vxews, of moral censures, ag g
e social mechanism set in motion by tl;e cr?r::e

minuteness of surve
- Y much further i ;
syst . and in a
sg’i ) :tl';'lﬁa‘.:t:i‘,l ar;d r'nethod!cal manner ; and secondlyp;'s: atllll:: :ll:y
relevant lini rained mind, will push the inquiry .a!on r lle
S, and towards aims Possessing real impogrta:e!;a 4
ce.

I“.deEd, the Ob]eCt Ul SCIBIltlﬁc tr I'""'“g 5 0 pl e ]
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empirical investigator with a mental chart, in accordance with
which he can take his bearings and lay his course,

To return to our example, a number of definite cases
discussed will reveal to the Ethnographer the social machinery
for punishment. This is one part, one aspect of tribal
authority. Imagine further that by a similar method of
inference from definite data, he arrives at understanding leader-
ship in war, in economic enterprise, in tribal festivities—there
he has at once all the data necessary to answer tife questions
about tribal government and social authority. In actual
field work, the comparison of such data, the attempt to piece
them together, will often reveal rifts and gaps in the infor-
mation which lead on to further investigations.

From my own experience, I can say that, very often, a
problem seemed settled, everything fixed and clear, till I began
to write down a short preliminary sketch of my results. And
only then, did I see the enormous deficiencies, which would
show me where lay new problems, and lead me on to new work.
In fact, I spent a few months between my first and second
expeditions, and over a year between that and the subsequent
one, in going over all my material, and making parts of it almost
ready for publication each time, though each time I knew I
would have to re-writeit. Such cross-fertilisation of con-
structive work and observation, 1 found most valuable, and I
do not think I could have made real headway withoutit. I give
this bit of my own history merely to show that what has been
said so far is not only an empty programme, but the result of
personal experience. In this volume, the description is given of
a big institution connected with ever so many associated
activities, and presenting many aspects. To anyone who
reflects on the subject, it will be clear that the information
about a phenomenon of such high complexity and of so many
ramifications, could not be obtained with any degree of
exactitude and completeness, without a constant interplay of
constructive attempts and empirical checking. In fact, I have
written up an outline of the Kula institution at least half a
dozen times while in the field and in the intervals between my

expeditions. Each time, new problems and difficulties
presented themselves. ’
The collecting of concrete data over a wide range of facts is
thus one of the main points of field method. The obligation




14 SUBJECT, METHOD AND SCOPE

is not to enumerate a few examples only, but to exhaust as far
as possible all the cases within reach ; and, on this search for
cases, the investigator will score most whose mental chart is
clearest. But, whenever the material of the search allows it,
this mental chart ought to be transformed into a real one;
it ought to materialise into a diagram, a plan, an exhaustive,
synoptic table of cases. Long since, in all tolerably good
modern books on natives, we expect to find a full list or table of
kinship terins, which includes all the data relative to it, and
does not just pick out a few strange and anomalous relation-
ships or expressions, In the investigation of kinship, the
following up of one relation after another in concrete cases
leads naturally to the construction of genealogical tables,
Practised already by the best early writers, such as Munzinger,
and, if I remember rightly, Kubary, this method has been
developed to its fullest extent in the works of Dr. Rivers,
Again, studying the concrete data of economic transactions,
in order to trace the history of a valuable object, and to gauge
the nature of its circulation, the principle of completeness and
thoroughness would lead to construct tables of transactions,
such as we find in the work of Professor Seligman.* It is in
following Professor Seligman’s example in this matter that [
was able to settle certain of the more difficult and detailed
rules of the Kula. The method of reducing information, if
possible, into charts or synoptic tables ought to be extended to
the study of practically all aspects of native life. All types of
economic transactions may be studied by following up con-
nected, actual cases, and putting them into a synoptic chart ;
again, a table ought to be drawn up of all the gifts and presents
customary in a given society , a table including the sociological,
ceremonial, and economic definition of everyitem. Also, systems
of magic, connected series of ceremonies, types of legal acts, all
could be charted, allowing each entry to be synoptically defined
under a number of headings. Besides this, of course, the
genealogical census of every community, studied more in detail,
extensive maps, plans and diagrams, illustrating ownership in
garden land, hunting and fishing privileges, etc., serve as the
more fundamental documents of ethnographic research,
A genealogy is nothing else but a synoptic chart of a number

. For instance, the tables of circulation of the valuable axe blades, op.
ct, pp. 331, 532. .
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of connected relations of kinship. Its valu_e as an lrstr:me::
of research consists in that it allo?vs the -mvmuga orb ot Pan
questions which he formulates to himself im adstraclo, ut citg
put concretely to the native informant. Asa dc:y.cu:tn;lnﬂ,a iy
value consists in that it gives a nuprer of authentl.ca 4 d oi
presented in their natural grouping. A synoptlcf c o
magic fulfils the same function. ] Asan instrument ?d r&eiou i
I have used it in order to ascertain, for instance, the i easi a ont
the nature of magical power. With a chart before meil co :
easily and conveniently go over one 1ten3 after th? ot| er, anh
note down the relevant practices and beliefs contmnfid tl]]: ea; :
of them. The answer to my abstract problem could then b
obtained by drawing a general- inference from all ;h;vc;lsl;
and the procedure is illustrated in C.hapte.rs XVII an . ;1
I cannot enter further into the discussion of this ques ;,:ri
which would need further distinctit_ms, such as between a <:h -
of concrete, actual data, such as is a genea\.logy. andha c a;
summarising the outlines of a custom or belief, as a chart of 2
i em would be. .
maglllceatlug?:g once more to the q!.le_st.ion of me.thodologl?ai
candour, discussed previously in Division IL I wish to pt.nnd
out here, that the procedure of conc‘rete and tabullaall-;se g
presentation of data ought to be gpphed first to the Et n;»o
grapher's own credentials. That is, an Ethnogral?heir, w °
wishes to be trusted, must show cleafly and concisely, in .
tabularised form, which are his own direct observatmns.fa;.
which the indirect information that form the bases o 11:
account. The Table on the next page will serve as an efxam;; e
of this procedure and help the reader of this book to om.aall
idea of the trustworthiness of any statement he is specially
anxious to check. With the help of this Table and the ma;;l);
references scattered throughout the text, as to hov;, un ef1
what circumstances, and with what degrf,e of accuracy al:nv::o
at a given item of knowledge, there will, I hope remain
obscurity whatever as to the sources of the book.

i joini i ictly belong

. j besides the adjoining Table, which does not stric 8

to the :l:.ssth:)!f .::l‘:)(::lt‘;ment of which I speak here, the reader will ﬁ“::teln%x;l: c; ;eu "

les of synaptic tables, such as the list of Kula pariners entioned 20d

sa?lp e:d in Cyhn pter XIi1, Division 11, the list of gifts and pr_eszln m‘ ! lgula

V. Bivson VI st sbiarived onl described he synopic et of 8 Ko

e!;wdllul:::: goh:?:;t}:dvg; :‘\]r‘:rtll;:d the account with charts, etc., preierring to
m:er:\'re them till the full publication of my material.
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To summarise the first, cardinal point of method, I may
say each phenomenon ought to be studied through the broadest
range possible of its concrete manifestations ; each studied by
an exhaystive survey of detailed examples. If possible, the
results ought to be tabulated into some sort of synoptic chart,
both to be used as an instrument of study, and to be presented
as an ethnological document. With the help of such documents.
and such study of actualities the clear outline of the frame-
work of the natives’ culture in the widest sense of the word,
and the constitution of their society, can be presented. ‘This
method could be called the method of statistic documeniation by
concrete evidence.

VI
ora Needless to add, in this respect, the scientific fieid-work
An everyduy sii:' (;F KASANA'I (INKIRIWINA, TROBRIAND ISLANDS) is far above even the best amateur productions. There is,
, show . I . . . P
"7 groups of people at their ordinary occupations, (See p. 7 however, one point in which the latter often excel. This is,

in the presentation of intimate touches of native life, in bringing
home to us these aspects of it with which one is made familiar
only through being in close contact with the natives, one way
or the other, for a long period of time. In certain results of
scientific work——especially that which has been called * survey
work ""—we are given an excellent skeleton, so to speak, of the
tribal constitution, but it lacks flesh and blood. We learn
much about the framework of their society, but within it, we
cannot perceive or imagine the realities of human life, the even
flow of everyday events, the occasional ripples of excitement
over a feast, or ceremony, or some singular occurrence. In
working out the rules and regularities of native custom, and in
obtaining a precise formula for them from the collection of data
and native statements, we find that this very precision is
foreign to real life, which never adheres rigidly to any rules. It
must be supplemented by the observation of the manner in
which & given custom is carried out, of the behaviour of the
natives in obeying the rules so exactly formulated by the
ethnographer, of the very exceptions which in sociological
phenomena almost always occur,
é\ mcpiiftzun'}e’:ifmﬁ’c:f‘ fcfn:fﬁf {ceremonial d_-m,ibpﬁ?n? is going on. There s s ) If all the conclusions are so.lely_ based on the s.ta‘tements of {
aparenly ot a";‘,‘w‘:;';z?,"’;‘“’ grinciples at the bottom of the informants, or deduced from objective documents, itis of course
g (eep8) impossible to supplement them in actually observed data of f

SCENE IN YOURAWOTU {TROBRIANDS)

real behaviour. And that is the reason why certain works of
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amateur residents of lon standing, su
and plantefs, medical meE and oﬂ‘lfials, ;l;da?a:td uﬁﬁtte:o:r;edai?
the few intelligent and unbiassed missiona;ies to whon';
Ethnography owes so much, surpass in plasticity and in vividness
;ino;t of the purely scientific accounts. But if the specialised
hel' -\_vorker can adopt the conditions of living described above
€ 15 in 2 far better position to be really in touch with the natives
.than any other white resident. For none of them lives right
;ln a native villag_e, except for very short periods, and everyone
as 1:!15 own business, which takes up a considerable part of
his .hme. Moreover, if, like a trader or a missiorary or an
official he enters into active relations with the nativé, if he has
to transfo'rm or i_nﬂuence or make use of him, this makes a
:fle:(ll,esl.:;lblasseg, _lmpa'xrtial observation impossible, and pre-
chue ofﬁd;lr:un sincerity, at Jeast in the case of the r:issionaries
.qu}g 1n the village with no other business but to follow
native life, one sees the customs, ceremonies and transactions
over and over again, one has examples of their beliefs as the
are actual%y lived through, and the full body anc blood ojfr
actua]_ native life fills out soon the skeleton of abs:ract con-
structions. That is the reason why, working under such con-
ditions as pr‘eviously described, the Ethnographer is enabled to
ac!d s_omethmg essential to.the bare outline of tribal con-
Stltl‘ltlon, and to supplement it by all the details of behaviour
setting and small incident, He is able in each casc to staté
whether an act s public or private; how a public assemb}
?ehav.es. and what it looks like ; he can judge whether an eVethr
lbi-i ordma:ry or an exciting and singular one ; whether natives
by i:gf ::1 :.t i gz:;;rd::l Ofi sincere and earnest spirit, or perform
ot 2 deliberation‘ey 01t in a perfunctory manner, or with
. In other words, there is a series of phen
1mportance: which cannot possibly be recogdedot?;f:teziifgf: ,
?ll;ut:omput.mg doguments, but have to be observed in theif
o :tl:)tt;a.hty. Let us call them the inponderabilia of actual life,
e elong such things as the routine of a man’s working day
¢ details ?f hl.s care of the body, of the manner of taking fooci
and preparing it ; the tone of conversational and social life
;muitjl'd‘ the village fires, the existence of strong friendships or
ostilities, and of. passing sympathies and dislikes between
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people ; the subtle yet unmistakable manner in which personal
vanities and ambitions are reflected in the behaviour of the
individual and in the emotional reactions of those who surround
him. All these facts can and ought to be scientifically formu-
lated and recorded, but it is necessary that this be done, not by
a superficial registration of details, as is usually done by
untrained observers, but with an effort at penetrating the
mental attitude expressed in them. And that is the reason
why the work of scientifically trzined observers, once seriously
applied to the study of this aspect, will, I believe, yield results
of surpassing value. So far, it has been done only by amateurs,
and therefore done, on the whole, indifferently.

Indeed, if we remember that these imponderable yet all
important facts of actual life are part of the real substance of
the social fabric, that in them are spun the innumerable threads
which keep together the family, the clan, the village community,
the tribe—their significance becomes clear.  The more crystal-
lised bonds of social grouping, such as the definite ritual,
the economic and legal duties, the obligations, the ceremonial
gifts and formal marks of regard, though equally important
for the student, are certainly felt less strongly by the individual
who has to fulfil them. Applying this to ourselves, we all
know that * family life *’ means for us, first and foremost, the
atmosphere of home, all the innumetable small acts and
attentions in which are expressed the affection, the mutual
interest, the little preferences, and the little antipathies which
constitute intimacy. . That we may inherit from this person,
that we shall have to walk after the hearse of the other, though
sociologically these facts belong to the definition of * family ”
and ' family life,” in personal perspective of what family truly
is to us, they normally stand very much in the background.

Exactly the same applies to a native community, and if the
Ethnographer wants to bring their real life home to his readers,
he must on no account neglect this. Neither aspect, the
intimate, as little as the legal, ought to be glossed over. Yetas
a rule in ethnographic accounts we have not both but either
the one or the other—and, so far, the intimate one has hardly
ever been properly treated. In all social relations besides the
family ties, even those between mere tribesmen and, beyond
that, between hostile or friendly members of different tribes,
meeting on any sort of social business, there is this intimate

i.
|
i
}
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sidv;:, expressed by the typical details of intercourse, the tone of
tdh(?r behaviour in the presence of one another. This side is
ifferent from the definite, crystali

relationship, and it has to be ?c’udie;egn:f g;::ltglaril:le itosf ot:::f
Tight. '

- In ‘the same way, in studying the conspicuous acts of
tribal life, such as ceremeonies, rites, festivities, etc., the details
a'nd tone of behaviour ought to be given, besides the bare out-
line _of events. The importance of this may be exemplified by
one instance, Much has been said and written about survival.
Yet the survival character of an act is expressed in nothing so
_we;l as i1_1 the concomitant behaviour, in the wa:r in which
it is can.'led out. Take any example from our own culture,
w'hether it be the pomp and pageantry of a state ceremony, ot a
plf:turesque custom kept up by street urchins, its ** outline ”
will not tell you whether the rite flourishes still with full vigour
in the hearts of those who perform it or assist at the performance
or w.ht.ather they regard it as almost a dead thing, kent alive for
tradltl‘on's sake. But observe and fix the data of their
behaviour, and at once the degree of vitality of the act will
bec'ome clear. There is no doubt, from all points of socio-
logical, or psychological analysis, and in any question of theory,
the manner and type of behaviour observed in the performance
of an act is of the highest importance. Indeed behaviour is
2 fa.ct, a relevant fact, and one that can be recorded. And
foolish indeed and short-sighted would be the man of science
who would pass by a whole class of phenomena, ready to be
garnered, and leave them to waste, even though he did not see
at the moment to what theoretical use they might be put !

As to the actual method of observing and recording in field-
work fhese smponderabilia of actual life and of typical behaviour
there is no doubt that the personal equation of the observer.
comes in here more prominently, than in the cc.lection of
crystalised, ethnographic data. But here also the main
ende.avour must be to let facts speak for themselves. If in
making a daily round of the village, certain small incidents
characteristic forms of taking food, of conversing, of doing’
work (seg for instance Plate III} are found occuriné over and
‘.over again, they §hould be noted down at once. It is also
}lmportant ?hat thls.work of collecting and fixing impressions
‘should begin early in the course of working out a district.
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Because certain subtle peculiarities, which make an impression
as lorig as they are novel, cease to be noticed as soon as they
become familiar. Others again can only be perceived with a
better knowledge of the local conditions. An ethnographic
diary, carried on systematically throughout the course of one's
work in a district would be the ideal instrument for this sort
ofstudy. And if, side by side with the normal and typical, the
ethnographer carefully notes the slight, or the more pronounced
deviations from it, he will be able to indicate the two extremes
within which the normal moves. .
In observing ceremonies or other tribal events, such, for
instance as the scene depicted in Plate IV, it is necessary, not
only to note down those occurrences and details which are
prescribed by tradition and custom to be the essential course
of the act, but also the Ethnographer ought to record carefully
and precisely, one after the other, the actions of the actors and
of the spectators. Forgetting for a moment that he knows and
understands the structure of this ceremony, the main dogmatic
ideas underlying it, he might try to find himself only in the
midst of an assembly of human-beings, who behave seriously or
jocularly, with earnest concentration of with bored frivolity,
who are either in the same mood as he finds them every day, or
else are screwed up to a high pitch of excitement, and so on
and so on. With his attention constantly directed to this
aspect of tribal life, with the constant endeavour to fix it, to
express it in terms of actual fact, a good deal of reliable and
expressive material finds its way into his notes. He will be
able to ** set "’ the act into its proper place in tribal life, that is
to show whether it is exceptional or commonplace, one in which
the natives behave ordinarily, or one in which their whole
behaviour is transformed. And he will also be able to bring
all this home to his readers in a clear, convincing manner.
Again, in this type of work, it is good for the Ethnographer
sometimes to put aside camera, note book and pencil, and to
jcin in himself in what is going on. He can take part in the
natives’ games, he can follow them on their visits and walks,
sit down and listen and share in their conversations, I am
not certain if this is equally easy for everyone—perhaps the
Slavonic nature is more plastic and more naturally savage than
that of Western Europeans—but though the degree of success
varies, the attempt is possible for everyone. Out of such
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r;;l;tmogl:els u;to the Iife’ of the natives—and | made them frequent}
not any _o; S:Udy ] sa.ke but because everyone needs humax{
pany ave carried away a distinct fecling that thejr
;:::g; in ;u sorts of tribal trans.

! nt and easily und I
:::nrtagad bt_zen before, l_kll Fhese methodﬁlogic::-s:::g?iie
er will find again illustrated in the fol]ow:ng.

behaviour, their manner of
actions, became more trans

chapters,

VIIT

Finally, let us pass to the third and last aim of scientific
ast type of phenomenon which ought to be
T to give a full and adequate picture of native

field-work, to the |
recorded in orde

1 . .
culture. Besides the firm outline of tribal constitution znd

crystallised cultural items which £

| peculiarity of the given societ
- thereforfe, to study and record
But is this possible ? Are

elusive and shapeless ?  And,
usuallyj do feel or think or experience certain

Y. An attempt must be m
them,

these subjective states not

orm the skeleton, besides the

tao
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First of all, it has to be laid down that we have to study here
stereotyped manners of thinking and feeling. As sociologists,
we are not interested in what A or B may feel gua individuals,
in the accidental course of their own personal experiences—we
are interested only in what they feel and think gua members
of a given community. Now in this capacity, their mental
states receive a certain stamp, become stereotyped by the
institutions in which they live, by the influence of tradition and
folk-lore, by the very vehicle of thought, that is by language.
The social and cultural environment in which they move forces
them to think and feel in a definite manner. Thus, a man
who lives in a polyandrous community cannot expericnce the
same feelings of jealousy, as a strict monogynist, though he
might have the elements of them. A man who lives within the
sphere of the Kula cannot become permanently and senti-
mentally attached to certain of his possessions, in spite of the
fact that he values them most of all. These examples are crude,
but better ones will be found in the text of this book.

So, the third commandment of field-work runs: Find out
the typical ways of thinking and feeling, corresponding to the t
institutions and culture of a given community, and formulate
the results in the most convincing manner. What will be the
method of procedure ?. The best ethnographicai writers—here
again the Cambridge school with Haddon, Rivers, and
Seligman rank first among English Ethnographers—have
always tried to quote verbafim statements of crucial importance.
They also adduce terms of native classification ; sociological,
psychological and industrial lermens technici, and have rendered
the verbal contour of native thought as precisely as possible.
One step further in this line can be made by the Ethnographer,
who acquires a knowledge of the native language and can use it
as an instrument of inquiry. In working in the Kiriwinian
language, 1 found still some difficulty in writing down the
statement directly in translation which at first I used to do
in the act of taking notes, The translation often robbed the
text of all its significant characteristics—rubbed off all its

points—so that gradually I was led to note down certain
important phrases just as they were spoken, in the native
tongue. As my knowledge of the language progressed, I put
down more and more in Kiriwinian, till at last I found myself
writing exclusively in that language, rapidly taking notes,
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word_for \.vord, of each statement. No sooner had I arrived
at this point, than I recognised that I was thus acquiring at
the same t1¥ne an abundant linguistic material, and = seriei i
ethnographic documents which ought to be r'eproduced asol
had fixed them, besides being utilised in the writing up of m
ac?c_runt." This corpus snscriptionum Kiviwiniensium can b);
utll_lsed, not only by myself, but by all those who, through
their better penetration and ability of interpreting them, ma
find points which escape my attention, very much as ":he’othe]:
corpora i?rm the basis for the various interpretations ¢f ancient
and prehls!:oric cultures ; only, these ethnographic inscriptions
are all decipherable and clear, have been almost all t-:a.nls)lated
fully and unambiguously, and have been provided with native
Cross-commentaries or scholia obtained from living sources
No more need be said on this subject here, as later on a
whole qhapter {Chapter XVIIT) is devoted to ,it and to its
exemplification by several native texts. The C;rpus will of
course be published separately at a later date. ’

IX

Our considerations thus indicate that the goal of

ethnographi -
avenuis:p ¢ field-work must be approached through three

It. lI)‘he organisatic_m of the tribe, and the anatomy of its culture

:.r;::mee tre;cfotr_de;i dm firm, clear outline. The method of
. Statssiical documentation is the means th i

such an outline has to be given. * through which

2. Within this frame, the imponderabili ]
: X ia of actual life, and
the type of behaviour have to be filled in. They havftoa%e

collected through minute, detailed observations, in the form

of some sort of ethnographic di :
conlact with native lifg. P ary, made possible by close

. 3.th col]ect'ion of ethnographic statements, characteristic
arratives, typical utterances, items of folk-lore and magical

f l t f' e p ]
beg]ve“a.sa.ca? us1n

ormiula 113.5 O SCri tlonum as dOCUﬂleuts

Of natl\'e Illenta]l t 9 .

. It i
Dr. A, II—I'?;:L :dot_)n aftt;lr 1 had adopted this course that I received a letter from
thi-ng e hi:sner,.t ¢ well-known Egyptologist, urging me to do this ve
possil;ilities for anp?i'tl;ltlz;;;:e?o?rgg:?zgi“' he p;turally Pl enonnog
possi ng A sitilar body of wri

ave been preserved to us from ancient cultures, plw‘? ct’hew ;;::inb?l?:ym::

illuminating them by personal knowledge of the full life of that culture,
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These three lines of approach lead to the final goal, of which
an Ethnographer should never lose sight. This goal is, briefly,
to grasp the native's point of view, his relation to life, to realise
ks vision of his world. We have to study tman, and we mus
study what concerns him most intimately, that is, the hold
which life has on him. In each culture, the values are slightly
ditferent ; people aspire after different aims, foliow different
impulses, yearn after a difierent form of happiness. In each
culture, we find different institutions in which man pursues
his life-interest, different customs by which he satisfies his
aspirations, different codes of law and morality which reward
his virtues or punish his defections. To study the institutions,
customs, and codes or to study the behaviour and mentality
without the subjective desire of feeling by what these people
live, of realising the substance of their happiness—is, in my
opinion, to miss the greatest reward which we can hope to
obtain from the study of man.

These generalities the reader will find illustrated in the
following chapters. We shall see there the savage striving to
satisfy certain aspirations, to attain his type of value, to follow
his line of social ambition. We shall see him led on to perilous
and difficult enterprises by a tradition of magical and heraical
exploits, shall see him following the lure of his own romance.
Perhaps as we read the account of these remote customs there
may emerge a feeling of solidarity with the endeavours and
ambitions of these natives. Perhaps man's mentality will
be revealed to us, and brought near, along some lines which
we never have followed before. Perhaps through realising
human nature in a shape very distant and foreign to us, we
shall have some light shed on our own. In this, and in this
case only, we shall be justified in feeling that it has been worth
our while to understand these natives, their institutions and
customs, and that we have gathered some profit from the
Kula.
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