
CHAPTER FOUR 

A NADIM FOR THE SULTAN: 
- -

RAWANDI AND THE 
ANATOLIAN SELJUKS1 

Sara N ur Yzldzz 

'As long as die world turns, may K husra\v be j ust! I the sovereig n 

of m en and creatures a like, m ay Khusraw be j usr.'2 T hus opens the 

qaJida whi ch brings Mul;iammad b . 'All Rawandi"s Ral;at al-p1dur 
iva-ayat al-s11rtl.1· ro a co nclusion . The short qaJida of 30 couplers 

w ith the radif (repeating fin al rhyme) 'Khusraiv ba dad bad' (' may 

K husraw be just!') no r only associates its addressee , Sulran Ghiyath 

a l-Din Kaykhusraw I (r. 1192- 6, 1205- 11), \v irh the qui ntessen­

ti al j ust ruler, the Sasanian king Khusraw Anushlrwan (r. 531-79) 
through a pl ay on names, bur also exhorts hi m , as ' the imperia l one', 

ro be just - the running them e of the poem - and to live up to rhe 

image of world conqueror and generous patron : 

The commander of rhe worl d and propitious potenta te [rhar is} 

Ghiyath a l-Din, 

May rhe realm-conquering blessed khusraiv [the en1peror} be 

jus t ! 
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Sarwar-i giti Ghiyath al-Din iva dawlat-shahriyar 
l\1lttlk-gir 11 karnran Khttsraw ba dad bad 

H e rakes r ri bu re from enemies, and bes rows crowns 

on fri ends; 

May d1e khttsrai11 [ rhe emperor} be j usr on ea rrh fo r ererni ry! 

Baj -gir az dushrnanan iva taj-bakhsh-i drl.stan 
da1· jahan ta jawidan Khusraw ba dad bad 

T he qa~ida u rges rhe sulran, as rhe 'conq ueror of ren lands' (dah 
kishtvar-gushay), ruler of rhe seven c li 1nes and rhe lord of rhe aus­

picious conj unc rio n (1a(1ib-qiran), ro d ispense jusrice and be 'clem­

enr upon his flock'. 3 T he poer li kewise porrrays Kay khus raw as a 

un iversal m onarch re ig ni ng over rhe \vorld : 'rhe sovere ign of R um 

and R us, of rhe Turk and rhe Chi nese, Egypr and Syria (ru ling } 

as far as the borders of Ind ia'. T he poen1 inri n1ares t ha t , w ith the 

demise of rhe Grea r Seljuk dynast ic house based in western Iran and 

Mesoporamia (' Iraq-i 'ajam), rhe ir t radir io nal claim to rhe sulrana te 

now rever ted ro rheir kin, rhe Se ljuks of Rum; t he sovereign is th us 

remi nded thar t ha r he is rhe inheritor of the Selj uk dynasric leg­

acy: '[No\v thar} rhe nesr of rhe sul tana re has become bar re n (shttd 

'aqim in ashyan-i saltanat), Khusraw shall become irs auspi c ious 

offsp r ing.' H opi ng rhar the sulran be ' (g enerous and boun t iful as} 

rhe ocean and quarry', and acr as 'besrower of riches ro his eulogis rs 

a rr ivi ng from surrounding lands ', rhe poer's desire for pa rronage 

emerges in rhe fi nal co uplers . T he sultan is rhus requesred to 'dis­

pe rse gol d upon rhe head of rhe rravell er who has arrived as pan­

egyrisr after a journey of rwo mo nrhs', 'redeem a ll of rhe indi gni ries 

and i nj us ri ces suffered by this poor one at rhe hands of base peop le', 

and 'greet, lodge and provide fo r rhis poo r one, and d ispense s i Iver 

upon hi m '. 4 

Arriculating the desire fo r Ghiya th al-Din Kaykhusraw I's p ro­

rection and pa t ronage, this qafida reveals much abour Rawandl 's 

aspi rati ons as a poe t , and the fun c t ion of compi la t ion, the Ral;at 
al-fttdtlr, which it concludes. K. A. Lurher was the firs t to p ropose 

rhar, rh rough a display of h is li terary and rherorical ski lls in this 
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work, Rawandl hoped ro obtain a post at rhe Seljuk courr .5 I rake 

Luther's argument further by claiming that Ra\vandl compi led rhe 

Ra{1at al-p1dur with rhe part icular goal of gai ning emp loyment as 

nadi1n ('boon companion') at rhe Sel juk courr.6 The Ral;at al-fuditr 

was thus his showcase of ski lls , ta lents and pract ical knowledge 

qual ifying hi m for the post of court boon compani on. Rawandl 

high lights his past intimate associa t ion wirh rhe Grea r Seljuk cour t 

in Hamadan as a sell ing poi nt for s uch a post at the Anatol ian Seljuk 

co urt; indeed, Rawandl hoped ro convince Kaykhusraw I of his 

fam i li ar ity with Grear Seljuk court cul ture and thus demonstrate his 

competency in transfer ring this cultural capital, together w ith its 

accompanyi ng dynast ic charisma and legacy, ro rhe Seljuk Anatolian 

co urt in rhe capacity as nadi1n.7 

This chapter reviews the post of the nadim in Anatolia in conjunc­

tion with the Ra{1at al-f1tdur and its Anatol ian Seljuk pol itical and 

cul rural context, including rhe reception of Ra wand I a t rhe Seljuk 

court. These topics have been largely overlooked as a result of the 

predominant scholarly interest in rhe his torical section of Rawandl's 

compi lat ion, despite its charac terisat ion as derivative and defi c ient, 

lacking in literary merit and marred by extensive verse, heavy rhet­

oric and 'curious' extraneous materia l.8 Indeed, there is very little ori­

g inal material in Rawandl's Ra{1at al-fudur. The historical sect ion was 

copied verbarin1 from i ahlr al-Din Nlshapurl's Salj1lqna1na, about 

which much has been said.9 Likewise, n1ateria l in the introduct ion 

was taken, sometimes word for word, from Munrajab al-Din Bad!' 

a l-J uway nl's 'Atabat al-kataba , a co llection of documents from the 

reign of rhe Grear Seljuk sultan Sanjar (1117- 57).to In an effort ro 

rescue rhe Ra{1at al-fudtl.1· from i rs detractors, 11 J uli e Meisami has 

shown us how the work should be understood as a 'hybri d' text, the 

historical secti on of which had primarily a morally edifying func­

rion .l2 Meisami's anal ysis of the work, however, remains limi ted ro 

rhe his tor ical section. In a derailed study, Dagmar Riede l likewise 

stresses rhe d idacti c aspects of Rawandl's work yet, un like Meisan1i, 

considers the \vork ho lis tically. Describing the rhree interlinking 

parts of the compilati on as a 'coherent text from different sources', 

Riedel points our rhar ir was designed as a kind of textbook which 
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served as 'a perso nali zed c urriculum of Grear Seljuq politics and 

courtly etiquette '. 13 Framed as it is according to the sections of a 

Persian panegy ric qa!ida, Riedel poi nts o ur char rhe rriparti re struc­

ture of the Ra!1at al-,11d1°jr foc uses o n j us rice, inst itutiona l history and 

courtly e ti quetre. 14 Yet despite her careful tex t ual analysis, \vhich 

i lluminares many aspects of rhe Ra!1at al-,11dur, Riedel does nor con­

nect rhe author's as pi ra tio ns ar the Ana col ian Seljuk court specifi c­

al I y with rhe boo n companionship. Indeed, her characrerisarion of 

Rawandl as 'an obscure ca lligrapher and theo logian' overlooks his 

vocation as aspir ing nadi1n.15 Ir is this gap that I consider in chis 

chapter - the relationship of Ravvandl 's texr with col.u·tly adab litera­

ture and the posir ion of the rn11nada1na, or boon compani onship, at 

the Anatolian Selj uk court. 

Rawandi and the Rahat al-sudur . . 

Originally from rhe small rown ofRawand in the outskirts of Kashan, 

A bu Bakr N ajm al-Din Mul:iamn1ad al-Rawandl was bo rn into a fam­

ily of scho lars famed for their call igraphic ski lls .16 Rawa ndl rook up 

residence in Hamadan ar the court ofrhe Seljuk sultan Tughrul III dur­

ing the years 1181-9, serving as apprentice co his unc le, a renowned 

co urr callig rapher. Following the death of Tughrul III in 1194 and rhe 

subsequent co llapse of Grear Seljuk power in ' Iraq-i 'ajam, 17 Rawandl 

rook up servi ce as tutor to rhe sons of a fami I y of local nota bles, rhe 

'Arabshah. Although rra ined fo r imperia l court employment, Rawandl 

di scovered char h is career p rospects in western Iran remained limited 

co ruroring the sons of a local Shi ' ite househo ld of mea ns . Rawandl's 

hopes for a career ar court were thus dashed as the sulranare disinre­

g rared inro perry \varring principalit ies th roughout rhe 1190s and 

early 1200s, and Persi an Iraq was plundered by rhe former sultan's 

ghtt!arns and commanders, rhe army of rhe Khwarazmi ans and rhe 

ca l i phal army under rhe co n rro l of the vizier M u'ayyid al-DI n .18 Ir was 

under these strai rened ci rcumsrances and our break of pol i rical rurmoi I 

char rhe Ral;at al-,11dur took its final shape, and irs author sought rhe 

pat ronage of rhe Sel j uks of Rum - the former ly hos ti le cousins of rhe 

Grea r Sel juks and previ ously obscure branch of rhe dynas tic family. 
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A lthough ir seems he o rig inally intended tl1e work for Tughrul III, 19 

Riiwandl readjusted his text for submission to Kaykhusaw I wi th 

added material on che Rum Se! j uk sul can's background, conquests and 

m i Ii cary exploi cs agai nsc Christi an lands, compleci ng che final version 

of che Ra/Jat a!-fttdur in 1210 .20 

Riiwandl cells us that he learned of Kaykhusraw I 's mi Ii cary acciv­

i ci es from an Anatol ian merchant visiting Hamadan, Jamal a l-D in 

Abu Bakr al-R uml, who, acci ng as an agent and propagandise of che 

sultan, spread rhe news ofKaykhusraw's conquest of Anca lya (1207), 

h is struggle agai nsc the 'infidel' Armenians and ocher deeds (rnanaqib). 

The merchan t also relayed the sultan's injunction co those in ' Iriiq-i 

'ajam co muster armies and n1arch against che lands of che infidels 

(perhaps rather than squabble among themselves) . T his propaganda 

gained che d is tant sul tan adherents and supporters from am ong the 

' Iraqi amirs , norables and ruling elite.21 Like many o ther members 

of rhe po liti cal e lite, through con tact wich the merchant-agent Jamal 

a l-Din Abu Bakr al-Run1I, Riiwandl p laced hopes in Kaykhusraw I 

as a possible saviour of his homeland torn apar t by policical tumult 

and m i li tary stri fe .22 

The Ral;at a!-fttdilr 1s d ivided into th ree sections: an extensive 

introduction, a h istory of the Grear Seljuks and an overview of adab 

as the naditn's requisite repertoire of courtly e tiquette , ski lls and ta l­

ents . T he introduct ion begins with a four teen-co uplet 1nathnai1Ji wi th 

eulogi es to the prophets ending with Mul;iammad, the Prophet's com­

pani ons, che ah!-i bayt and various other re ligious figures . Rawandl 

then launches into a d iscourse on the no ti on of juscice as n1eted out 

by God, the caliphs and Iranian kings, followe d by two long qafidas, 

one by che compi ler prais ing his ded icacee, Kaykhusraw I, and one 

composed by the famous poet Jamal al-Din a l-I!ifahanl on the vicis­

si tudes of fate.23 T he texc then turns to the life and circumstances 

of the author, beg inning wich how the Great Selj uk sultan Tug hrul 

III received ins t ruc t ion in call ig raphy from Riiwandl's uncle. T hi s 

section is inrerspersed \Vith qafidas prais ing the author's unc le and 

associates, as well as the in te llec rual e l ice of Hamadan, emphasising 

chei r fame as mentors of che Sel juk sultans. The author provides che 

detai ls of hi s own educa t ion and explains ho\v he came to compile his 
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work. T he introduction concludes with a descripti on of the work's 

conrenr, rhe fihrist, a discursus on \vhy a sulran should srrive ro leave 

behi nd a good name by doing good deeds, and an exhortarion rhat 

rhe sulran should endear himself ro his subjects. 

T he second secrion, rhe history of the Grear Seljuks of Iran and 

Iraq up ro rhe invasion of rhe Khwiirazmshiih, comprises rhe bulk 

of rhe work . Based verbatim on Nlshiipurl 's Sa!juqniuna, this secti on 

conrai ns extensive selecrions of verse inserred into rhe narra tive for 

i 11 us tra ri ve or edifying purposes. Qafidas by rhe aurhor in rhe pra ise 

of rhe work's dedicaree, Kaykhusraw I, are inserted in between rhe 

re ig ns of sul rans, and A rabic and Pers ian poetic selec ri ons, inc luding 

verses from Firda\vsl's Shahnama as well as Sana'), are also inrerspersed 

rhroughour the rexr.24 Poer ic selecri ons provide moral and edify­

ing commentary, as wel I as serve ro heighten rhe reader's emorional 

response ro t rag ic evenrs . T hus, wi rh verse by the renowned Seljuk 

po er M u' i zzl, Nishapur, a fr er i rs desrrucrion by rhe Ghuzz in 115 3, 
is con1pared ro rhe desolate remains of a fa mi li ar encampment rurned 

inro ruins haunred on ly by bi rds and wild beasrs.25 The poeric selec­

rions from rhe reperro ire of Ni~iiml, Anwar), ' Imadi, Jamal al-Din 

al-I~fahanl, and Mujlr a l-Din Baylaqanl appea r ro have been drawn 

by R iiwandl from rhe i 11 ustra red anrhology of conremporary poems 

compi led for Tughrul III by his uncle for entertai nment ar rhe sul­

tan's 1najlis (assembli es) .26 T he his tori cal secrion ends with the pan­

egyric composed by Rawandl for Kaykhusraw I, whom he exhorts to 

deliver his homeland fron1 Khv.rarazmian oppression . 

T he third section of Riiwandl's work focuses on the courtly accom­

plishments (adab) of rhe nadim,27 in s ix sections lfaf/), ranging from 

a discussion on rhe benefl rs of playing chess and its different forms 

lfaf/-i Jar d/Jikr-i adab-i nadama ( ?} Ula s/Jar(;-i bak/Jtan-i sha!ranj wa 

nard, pp. 404-15 ); on the proper way ro prepare and dri nk wine 

lfafl ft 1/-sharab, pp. 416-27); on horse-racing and a rchery lfafl dat· 

musabaqat tva t i 1·-andakht, pp. 428- 31); on hunti ng lfafl dar shikar 

kardan , pp. 431-3); on the aurhor's expertise in calligraphy lfafl 

ft ma'rifat ttfttl a!-khaf! min a!-da'ira tva '!-niqa, pp. 437-47) ;28 

and, fin a lly, on d ivinarion through rhe numeri cal values of letters, 

referred to as rhe 'conqueror' and the 'conquered' lfafl ft '!-gha!ib wa 
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'l-tnaghlitb, pp. 447-56). This method 'of calculating the results of 

contes ts between rivals' was a form of d ivinat ion specifica lly used for 

m ilitary decisions; it was s upposedly of ancient orig ins going back to 

Alexander the Grear, who learned it from his tutor, Aristode.29 

T he rhi rd part of Rawandi"s work, the section o n the arts of the 

naditn, has received lirrl e attention from scholars. Indeed, if one is 

looking for new informati o n o n the p ract ice of these activit ies one 

will be disappointed, for this section is as derivative as the other 

rwo .30 T his section, however, p rovides importan t clues to the 

author's inten t: by conclud ing his work with this summary excur­

sion th ro ug h the arts of a nadi1n, as well as high ligh t ing his spe­

c ia l skills i n cal ligraphy, Rawandl appears to have been alerti ng his 

reader to h is qualifications for this court positio n . By stressing h is 

in tima te knowledge of and h is exte nsive experie nce at t he Seljuk 

co urt in Hamad an under s u[ ran Tughrul II I, Ra wan di demonstrates 

h is special q uali fica t ions as a nadi1n par e:x:cellence, capable of ass is t ­

ing the Anato li an Seljuk sultan in fulfill ing his ro le as the supreme 

power in the Turco-Iranian world a nd inheritor of the entire Seljuk 

legacy. As a n in ti m a te of the sultan, Rawandl would thus co nvey 

the poli t ical memory (through his h is tori cal narrative), the Ii ter­

ary cultu re (with the verse of Great Seljuk poets) a nd court p ract ice 

(w ith the instructio n of adab) of the defunc t Iran ian Sel juks to the 

Anatol ian Seljuk court. 

Adab, Ethics and the Nadim 

W hat exactly was the post of nadim to which Rawandl aspired? 

Despi re the many medieval works on adab \vritten by nadi1ns,31 there 

is [ i rde m odern scholarship foc usi ng on the role of the nadi1n in med i­

eva[ Islamic polities, and none a t all wit h reference to Anarolia.32 

Al though research to date has largely concentra ted o n the Abbasid 

naditn, o ne can draw on t his [ i terature for the Se[ j uk case si nee court 

practi ce of the Great Seljuks was n1odelled large ly on that of the 

Abbasids (via Ghaznavid and Samanid models) .33 As for the Anatolian 

context of the Selj uks, however, we have [ i r tle to go by. Al rho ugh Ibn 

Bibi, our main so urce for the th irteenth-century Anatolian Seljuk 
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dynasty and author of a \vork deeply en trenched in court po lit ics, 

m akes men t ion of this courtly occupat ion (as w il l be di scussed fur­

ther bel ow), he pro vi des Ii t tle speci fie informat ion to i 11 un1i nate the 

Anatoli an Seljuk co ntext. 

The prest igious and influential pos t of the boo n com pan ion, as 

nadi1n is usual ly t rans la ted, developed in the early A b basid period 

around the same t ime as the vizierate, ye t in a sp here separate 

from the adminis t ra t ive offices . The duty of the boon companio n 

req uired firs t and foremos t 'befriend ing' t he cali p h accord ing to 

a set of rigorous req ui ren1en ts and protocol.34 The boon compan­

ion was to observe proper deportment, and to CLtl t ivate tbe virtues 

of forbearance, hum ility, brevity in speech and discre ti on .35 T he 

nadi1n was on d uty during t he cali p h's 'private' time, or as Chej ne 

expresses it 'i n h is t im e of so litude , hun t ing par t ies, chess games, 

and d ri nk ing and literary sessio ns '. H e was li kewise indi spensible 

to the 1naj!is, t he in tellectual or literary assem blies held by t he 

cali p h.36 

Famous poets often served as boon compani on to the caliphs 

and tutor to their sons, as in the case of t he ce lebrated Abu Nuwas 

( d. c .8 15 ) . T hey were often his torian-Ii t te rateurs and chess experts 

such as A bu Bak r Mul~ammad al-$ull (d . 947) , whose work, Akhbar 
al-'Abbas, contains val uable information on the institution in refer­

ence to literary and dri nking sessions.37 Ibn Iskandar, the eleventh­

century author of the Qabttsna1na, out! i nes the ski I ls tha t the nadi1n 
should possess : he should be t ra ined in the epistolary a rts in Arabic 

and Persian so that he may act as persona l secretary for the ruler; 

he should have considerable expertise in poet ry, having commi tted 

poen1s to memory both in Arabic and Persi an ; he should also be able 

to di sti ng uish good verse from bad; he should know the Q ur'an by 

heart and be able to comment upon i t; he should li kewise be well 

versed in the hadith, jurisprudence and the application of the law; he 

should have some knowledg e of medici ne and as tro logy ; he should be 

a talented raconteur and knowledgeable about the lives of monarchs 

and their character; and finally, he should be able to play a musical 

inst rument, and be ski lful in backgammon and chess.38 It is fo r this 

reason rhat the Ral;at al-fudii.t· covers rhis wealth of d ifferent topics : 
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Rawandl aims in h is book ro sho\v his masrery of all rhe appropriare 

ski I ls for a nadirn. 

A furrher imporranr characrerisr ic of rhe nadirn was connected 

wirh adab, in rhe sense of 'correcr behaviour' as much as 'lirerature', 

as is demonsrra ted by the caree r of Miskawayh (c .9 36- 1030), who 

stands out as the exemplary Abbasid boon companion adib.39 Ir was 

during his long and i llusrrious career of service ro rhe Shi ' ite Buyids, 

a period of flourish ing Is lamic learning, that Miskawayh broughr an 

inrellecrual deprh ro adab literature never before wirnessed, nor ever 

ro be matched . Crirical of the sha ll owness of rhe court culrure of 

his ti me, Miskawayh developed a system known as 'virtue ethics', 

which permeated much of later adab works. As inre llectual advisor 

and con1panion ro rhe ruler, rhe nadi1n \Vas robe well versed in eth­

ics and m ora l philosophy, and have a good command of the sacred 

and secular sciences, including d ivini ty, mathematics, alchemy and 

cooking .40 To this body ofkno\vledge, one musr add his tory wriring, 

for hi srory fac i Ii tared the acquis ition of virtues by providing con­

crete examples of ethical theory with the exposir ion of rhe unfold­

ing of the divine plan as manifesred by events.4 l Miskawayh rhus 

composed a world hisrory as a model of prudent managemenr of rhe 

realm according ro rhe concept of tadbir, or 'sound government'. 42 In 

rhe Islamic world this body of general pracrical knowledge came to 

be def! ned as adab: the 'n1anners, cul ture, rhe root and subsrance of 

ta'dib, educati on, disc ipli ne, culture'.43 

Miskawayh's e th ical framework exerted much influence over sub­

seq uent adab literarure, and in particular over the co nceptualisa­

rion of the boon-compani on. In his Siyar al-rnttliik ('The Conduct of 

Kings '), the elevenrh-century Sel juk vizier Ni+am al-M ulk points 

our rhat, '(a) boon -companion is the reflexion of his ruler. If he is 

affable, li beral, parient, gracious, the ruler is like ly ro be so.'44 The 

early fourteenrh-century aurhor, Ibn a l-Tiqraqa, likewise equates rhe 

charac ter of rhe ruler with that of his nadirn.45 Drawi ng on rhe same 

rradirion, Rawandl elaborares on rhe ethical qualities of the nadirn: 

Boon companionship (munadamat) and a t rendi ng m aj I is 

(mttjalasat) wi rh rhe padishah is a grave busi ness (atnri -yi 'a:f:itn-
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ast) and a weighty or dangerous occupation (kat·i-yi khatir-ast). 
T he boon companion is the mani festa t ion of the inte lligence 

and the proof of the excellence of the padishah: men rake on rhe 

qua Ii ti es of those with whom rhey spend rime.46 

T hus the nadi1n v.ras much more than the drinki ng companion and 

source of entertainment for rbe sul ran.47 The nadim's access ro rhe sul­

tan, as well as his infl uence on him, made him a par ti c ipant in court 

po lit ics, albeit as a member of the imperial entourage ra ther than of 

the adminis t rative dii1Jan . Ir may be illust ra t ive ro repeat Mat thew 

Innes 's observation rhar ' the exercise of power was rooted in rhe 

everyday, in the g ive and rake of face-to-face re la t ionships of cooper­

ati on, patronage , and mutua l backscrarching , ... and thus, bound 

up in patterns of movement and meering'.48 In o ther words, socia l 

re lationships formed the n1ain bas is of medieval po lit ical power, with 

info rn1al and fluid ties of personal loyalty, rather than formal struc­

tured i nsri ruri ons, I yi ng be bi nd the po Ii ri cal and social dynami cs of 

the period . Thus, as Matthew Innes argues, medieval rulers and el i tes 

lacked a stable institutional basis for the exercise of power, and thus 

dominated 'socially rather than adminis t ra t ively '.49 Indeed, si milar 

to that o f other medieva l polities, Seljuk po lit ical culture - in both 

Anatolia and Iran - \Vas based on perso nal rule. Thus, if one views 

the sultan's drinking parties with the el ires of bis court and realn1 as 

a po lit ical p rac t ice which was part and parcel of personal rule, then 

the nadim must II kewise been seen as more than an enrerrai ner and 

drinking partner of rhe sultan, bur also as a pol itical actor. 

The Nadim at the Seljuk Court of Ru1n and the 
Receptio11 of Rawandi's Ra)Jat al-~udur 

Our n1ajor source for rbe posi tion of rhe nadi1n in Seljuk Anato lia is 

Ibn Bibi. He refers to the nadi1n in a somewhat stereo typical way, 

always usi ng rbe plural fo rm nuda1na' paired with l;urafa' (intimates), 

and, in one instance, with ju!asa' (companions) .50 Mention is made 

of the nudatna' in descri ptions of enthronement ceremonies during 

which the rec ita l of panegyric poet ry took place,51 or in references 
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to the maj!is-i baztni (wine symposi ums) which fo llowed celebratory 

feas ts.52 Only once does Ibn Bibi menti on the name of a nadim : a 

certain Nur al-Din pasar- i Shash T a lii-yl Akh lii ~I , who appears in the 

company of rhe sultan 'Ala ' a l-DI n K ayqubiid I (r. 1219-3 7) . 53 T hus, 

a lthoug h Ibn Bibi does no t te ll us much about the nadi1n, it is c lear 

it v.ras very m uch part of Anato li an Seljuk court life. 

I r is Ibn Bibi's descript ion of rhe ac t ivities and m oral probi ty of 

A l ii' a l-DI n Kayqubiid, however, tha t srri kes a chord with R iiwandl 's 

text with regard to rhe nadi1n's ro le in reinforcing the moral probity 

of the ruler. Rather than looking to the nadim as rhe re inforcer of the 

sacred role of the ruler as d ispenser of justice and uphol der of eth­

ical behaviour, as we see in Riiwandl, Ibn Bibi port rays the sultan, 

in this case, Kayqubiid I, as fu lfi ll ing all ethica l requirements of hi s 

posit ion as n1onarch. Ibn Bibi thus presents us with a descript ion of 

the sultan's ac ti v it ies, bo th in the officia l capacity as ruler as well as 

during his leisure ri me, which re inforce the no tion that justice was 

the centra l preoccupat ion of the monarch, around which a ll o ther 

royal acrivi ri es g ravi ra red . T hus, in a chapter describing 'the sul ran 's 

vi rtues, love of justice and other att ractive fea rures',54 Ibn Bibi pro­

vides a ra ther dera iled descr ipti on of Kayqubiid's daily rout ine. After 

the m orning prayers (done in accordance to Shafi ' i rites, al though the 

Hanafi prescript ions prevai led in all o ther mat ters), the sultan \Vould 

go to the court of justice where peti tioners were received. T here 

the sultan carried on the dai ly business of 'dispensing jusrice'.55 So 

inordinately just was Kayqubiid, Ibn Bibi te lls us, tha t the small est 

creature such as an ant would nor be denied his due . After d ispens­

ing justice all day, when night fe ll the sultan would presi de over 

the magnificent imperia l maj!is .56 To the accompaniment of music 

and wi ne, the exploi ts of kings (taivarikh-i tnultlk) would be recited; 

indeed , the sultan in parti cular relished the discussion of p raise­

worthy padishahs of old, such as Mabn1ud of G hazna, whon1 he held as 

exemplary models . Sometimes rhe sultan would recite his own verse . 

Everyone was expec ted to conform to a standard of decency at the 

risk of banishment. As Ibn Bibi explai ns, ' if one of his inrimares or 

nadims ({JtJrafa' tva nudama) t ransgressed their rank or duty (bir1tn-i 

1nartaba wa iva~i/a) w i rh inappropri a te speech or behaviour, he would 
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sco ld rhen1 and di stance them from the court, and never al low them 

entrance to rhe maj!is again'. 57 Ibn Bibi Ii kewise informs us that 

K ayqubad was well versed in Persian edifying and ethical works such 

as Ghazzall's Kirniya-yi sa'adat and Ni?am al-Mulk's Siyasatniuna. 
H e ends this sec t ion w ith a brief overview of t he sultan's abili ti es 

in other occupat ions. K ayq ubad was thoro ug hl y tra ined in various 

crafts of the ar tisan, and in pa rt icular knew the value of precious 

stones ; he played chess and backgammon wel l, and was an avid polo 

(grlyi) player and hunter. 58 

In contrast, Kayquabad 's son and successor Ghiyad1 a l-DI n 

K aykhusra\v II (r. 1237-46) lacked his fathe r's exemplary charac­

te r and seem ed to have little interest i n state affa irs o r ruling his 

realm w ith j ust ice . Immedi ately after the Seljuk defea t at Kosedag 

(1243), the landmark bat tle ushering in the period of M ongol dom­

inance in Anato li a, the e lderly Sel juk commander Mubariz al-Din 

Chavl1 chi ded Kaykhusraw I I for bring ing disaster on the sultanate. 

Indeed, the Sel juk host il it ies wi th the Mongols could possibly have 

been avoi ded if rhe sultan had fo llowed a d ifferent po licy. The yo ung 

and inexperienced sultan's biggest offence, according to Chavl 1, was 

receiving the wrong counsel. In general, the sultan was gui lty of asso­

ciat ing wi th the \Vrong types - base associates, vulgar boon compan­

ions and ignorant intimates (jtt!asa'-yi aradhi ! wa n11dama'-yi asafi! 
wa /;11rafo'-yi jahil) .59 Kaykhusraw I I was a \vayward sultan in need 

of rehabi Ii ra t ion . 

It has been assumed that Ra\vandl never actua lly t ravelled to the 

Seljuk court in Kanya, but instead sent his \vo rk .60 T he final qafida, 
however, m akes spec ific refere nce to the poet 's arri val at the court 

wi th the line ' the t raveller who has a rrived as panegyris r after a jour­

ney of two monrhs' .61 Rawandl , fo r reasons which remai n unknown, 

di d not however succeed in entrenching himself at the Seljuk court 

in K on ya. His hopes to gai n a posit ion as nadim to Kaykhusraw I 

may have been dashed when the sultan died in battl e against the 

Byzanti nes in 1211, the year Rawandl m ay possibly have arrived at 

court. T hus, \vhile we do nor know of Rawandl 's subsequent fare -

whether he rem ained in Ka nya, left fo r ano ther court or died - we do 

know t hat the only extant version of the Ral;at al-p1dur was copied in 
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m id April 1238 (rhe begi nning of Ramadan 635), by al- I:Lifi? l:iajjl 

I lyas b. 'Abdallah, as he is named in the manuscript, a member of the 

'u/ama' as hi s t i tie al-I:Iafi? (memorise r of the Qur'an) ind icares .62 His 

son, Abu Sa'ld b . Ilyas al -I:Iafi ? rnttf1tasib a/-'asakir,63 appears an1ong 

the ranks of the Seljuk poli ti cal e l ire as a rel igious offi cial, as can be 

seen in a reference ro him among the w itnesses of rhe Seljuk stares­

n1an Jal al al-Din Q araray's ivaqftya daring from 65 1/ 1253- 4.64 The 

production of this copy of rhe Raf1atal-fud1lr - che single copy to have 

survived into modern rimes - co inci des with t roubled t imes for the 

Se lj uk sul ran a re. Shorr! y afrer r he young Seljuk sul ran Kaykhusra\v 

II rook rhe throne in 1237, he remained fo r approximately a year 

under the tyranni cal hold and dangerous influence of the Sel juk offi­

c ial, Sa'd a l-Din Kopek . Indeed , Kopek's re ign of terror and purging 

of important genera ls and s ta tesmen had d ire consequences for the 

Se lj uk el ire and the stability of the empire on the eve of the Mongol 

invasions .65 T he sit uation reminds one of Ni?am a l-Mulk's caveat 

agains t employing as boon companions those who hold ad mi nistra­

tive posts; inri mares of the sultan should nor have addit iona l sources 

of power or adminisrra rive responsibi li ti es, otherwise the mani pula­

tion of the sultan through their inri m are influe nce had the potential 

to upset the balance of power distributed among the men1bers of the 

court and diivan.66 The case of Kopek p rovides a s t ri k ing example of 

this dangerous situa t ion. After havi ng iso lated Kaykhusraw I I from 

the influence of a ll o ther offi c ia ls and amirs, K opek seized complete 

control of the re ins of government th roug h hi s grip over the sultan 

and p roceeded to des t roy the empire's ruling e l ire , until he was mur­

dered some r ime in the summer of 1238 . 
How may we interpret the copying of this rexr during chis period 

of cris is for rhe Seljuk sulranare / W as ir a response ro Kopek's 

regime and manipulation of t he sultan and the sta te appara tus/ 

D id Rawandl's co ncluding qafida w irh i ts exhorta t ion to rul e justly 

(Khusratv ba dad bad), origi nal ly directed to Kay khusraw I, have spe­

c ial resonance in 1238? Ir is possible. Rawandl 's ethi cally ori ented 

compi lation would have been appropriate ma terial for the rehabi lita­

tion of the young sul tan's ways, especially after the damaging effects 

of h is contact \virh Kopek. I t thus may have been copied by a l-I:I afi? 
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I:Iaj jl Ilyas b. 'A bdallah as a way to to urge Kaykhusraw II to return 

to the path of j ust rule. 

Conclusion 

T he ri rl e of R awandi"s work, Ra{1at a!-1udttr wa-aJiat a!-surtf.r has been 

t ranslated in various ways. Jan Rypka renders it as 'Rec reation of 

the Breas t and Symbol of J oy',67 ~1eisami as 'Ease fo r Breasts and 

Marvel of Happi ness'68 and Riedel as 'Comfort of H earts and W onder 

of De lig hrs ·.69 I propose the alternative t ranslation of 'Com fort at 

the Bosoms (of Leaders) and Delight in the Auspi cious Signs'. My 

t ranslat ion rakes into acco unt the author's intent ions in compi ling 

this work, rendering ral;at al-p1dur as 'coinfo rr of one 's breas t ', that 

is, inner peace, in reference to the ease or comfort of living (ral;at) in 

re lation to the power of those a t the helm of government (fttdur, the 

plura l of 1adr, ministers or chiefs). The second part of the title, ayat 

a!-surur ('s igns of joy'), n1ay be interpreted as intimating the bright 

fut ure of the g rea te r Seljuk worl d wi th the auspi cious rise to power 

of Kaykhusraw I. This hybri d work, to use Meisami's term, wi th its 

mixture of history, poet ry and didact ic discussions of jus ti ce, as well 

as i rs overview of the arts o f adab at which a nadim should be profi ­

cient, was compi led wi th the symbi otic re lat ionship of the naditn and 

sultan in mind. 

I r vvas li kewise the symbioti c relat ionship of power between 

courtiers such as the nadim and the sultan that was expressed throug h 

qa1idas such as Rawandl's Khusraiv ba dad bad. ] usr as die nadim was a 

core member of rhe maj!is, or court assembly, the reci tal of the qa1ida 

was his ritualistic lite rary counterpar t, reflec t ing the ideal qualit ies of 

rulershi p. Considered ' rhe courtly poem par excel lence',70 the qa1ida 

reci ted in praise of caliphs, sultans and nota bles roo k a central ro le 

in the ceremonia l ritual of co urt life in the medieval Is lamic world.71 

T he fic tion of imper ial glory based on divine will and dependent 

upon the exercise of just ice was the 'glue ' between the sultan and his 

court officia ls, whose liveli hoods were dependent upon the imperia l 

personage of rhe ruler. W hen the ideo logical fi ction of the power 

and g lory of rhe sultanate \Vas s ubverted, such as we see under the 
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brief regime of Ki:ipek, t he court, if not che entire sul tanate, was 

endangered. T his was parcicuarly important in che case of political 

struc tures which lacked a hereditary caste of nobil ity, but rather were 

manned by a meritorious aristocracy supporting a hereditary sultan. 

When a sovereig n, such as Kaykhusra\v II , '>Vas bo rn into a ro le which 

may not suit his personal tendencies, ic was up to the men of his 

court co help him fulfil char ro le. Courtiers such as che nadim chus 

strove to cast the sultan in the role of 'warrior', dec ision-maker and 

power-ba lancer ch rough their represencacions of the royal personage, 

a st ra tegy of subterfuge necessary to just ify the continuance of a her­

ed i cary dynas ty. 

The reci tat ion of panegyri c qafidas is likened by Stefan Sperl to a 

public ritual of che renewal of fai th in the s ta te, which a t che same 

rime reminded the sovereign of che d ut ies of his high office . Following 

their ri tualistic recitation ac che court assembly, their authors were 

awarded w i ch khil'a, or robes of honour, and large sums of m oney, as 

conventi on di ctaced .72 As Sperl points out, ' che sumptuous award of 

che court poet is pare of che cerem ony: i c is a public demonstra t ion of 

generos ity and syn1bol izes the life-giving func t ion ofche King'.73 The 

aspiring nadi1n Rawandl, wi ch hi s com pi lacion of the Ra{1at al-fudrf.r, 

cook on che role of agent of cult ura l continui ty through the transfer 

of literary and ocher culcural forms . Rawandl's part icular project was 

che renewal of che Great Sel juk po li tical and cultural legacy in che 

lands of Rum under the rising Anato li an Seljuks. 
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(Ann Arbor, M ich. : Cen ter for Near Eastern and N orth Afr ican 

Studies, 1990), pp . 90- 8 . 
6. For the fi rst in-depth study of the work as a litera ry composition, 

see Dagmar A . R iedel's d issertation, 'Searching for the Islamic 

Episreme: T he Status of Histo rical Informati on in Medieva l 

M iddl e-Eastern Anrhological Writing' (PhD D isser tation, Indiana 

Univers ity, 2004). 
7. For more on the dissolution of the Great Seljuks, see J ulie Scott 

Meisami, 'T he co llapse of the Grear Saljuqs', in Chase F. Robinson 

(ed.), Tex-ts, Docttments and Artefacts: Islamic Studies in Honour of 
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