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PREFACE.

On the importance of connecting the study of Sacred with

Profane History, it would be useless to dilate.

A glory gilds the sacred page, majestic as the sun;

It gives a light to every age,—it gives but borrows none:
it throws a radiance on the records of ancient times, which
nothing else can give; and, mid the darkness and clouds
which surround the steps of Providence, it casts a cheering
and a guiding hght, without which all were uncertainty and
doubt.

On reviewing history, the Writer has ventured to pass be-
ycnd the path of preceding authors: he has reflected on what
he believed the evident or probable tendency of an event or
a series of events, to promote and give publicity to the true
religion, to corrupt, obscure, subvert it, or arrest its progress.
Many of the rational creatures work in opposition to the im-
partial goodness and spontaneous compassion of the Supreme,
and yet thereby only expose their feebleness as well as wick-
edness; for he ruleth over all, and will make all things sub-
serve to accomplish his sovereign will: His dominion is an
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to
generation. Though the superintending power of God over
the progress of nations may be as untraceable as His paths
in the ocean, yet the effects are everywhere visible, and mani-
fest the progressive fulfilment of the prophetic denunciations
and promises set forth in the Holy Oracles.

All who have wisdom to discern this power opera.ing in
passing events, acquire increased knowledge of the inconceiv-
able and unsearchable excellences of the Divine nature, and
of his benevolent purposes and design respecting our fallen
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race. And what is all other knowledge compared to this?
« This is life eternal, that they may know thee, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” Men differ
greatly in mental capacity and acquirements, modes of think-
ing, education, and opportunities of judging correctly, and it
is not to be expected that any two persons should view the
doings of Providence under precisely the same aspect, or at
once agree in their opinion of the result of an event, or se-
ries of events; yet the more closely and constantly candid
persons contemplate the transactions of mankind, the more
unanimous will they become in judgment respecting their
moral and religious influence. ~This induces the Author to
hope, that views of certain events which at first glance some
may regard mere fancy or conjecture, will, after more mature
reflection, appear just, and adapted to excite Christians to ad-
mire the manifold wisdom, boundless power, and overflowing
goodness of Jehovah, in his administration on earth.

Reference to one or two subjects may convey an idea of
the difference between this and similar Works.

In the latter, for instance, the captivity of Israel occupies a
conspicuous place in the narrative of the wars and victories
of Nebuchadnezzar; but what some modern authors would
denominate the religious philosophy of this portion of history,
is almost, if not altogether, overlooked. Here we regard
Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest of the chosen people as the high-
est triumph of idolatry ; and consequently infer that it was
divinely proper for Jehovah to terminate his long-suffering
towards the worshippers of idols, and display his superiority
over them. This he did by giving the empire to the Persians,
who utterly abhorred idols, the work of man’s hands. The
capture of Babylon, by Cyrus, overthrew the dominion of
idols ; nor did they ever again command the devout reverence
and unreserved subjection of all ranks of society. Idols con-
tinued, indeed, to be worshipped by all, but many questioned
their power, and not a few secretly treated them with con-
tempt. And about the same period Divine truth received a
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mighty impulse, which occasioned its more rapid and ‘wide
diffusion, through successive generations, till its triumphant
reign in the age of our Lord and his Apostles.* See Vol. L
Chap. 1V., pages 81-—91.

Again, in tracing the course of events, by which the Greeks
ascended to universal empire, the apparent tendencies and
influences of some of them merit more prominence in a work
on the Connexion of Sacred and Profane History, than has
hitherto been given them.  Pious and benevolent minds must
be refreshed when they perceive that the dissemination of di-
vine truth kept pace with the language of Greece, in its as-
tonishing progress in the kingdoms conquered by Alexander
and his successors. This subject isadverted to in Vol. I. Chap.
[X. pages 146, 164, 165, 173.; Chap. XIIL page 186. To
contemplate the vanity of the utmost exertions of the mightiest
mental and physical powers of men to attain an object opposed
o the councils and predictions of Heaven, must have a sal-
utary influence on all men, especially Christians. How stri-
kingly was the weakness of man exhibited in the inefficacy
of the schemes and labours of several of Alexander’s princes
to effect the unity of his empire, which Daniel foretold should
be broken up! see Vol. I Chap. XI.

The Puanic wars, and the final conquest of Carthage by
Rome, fill many a page of history ; but authors have not dis-
tinctly observed the Divine goodness and mercy to man dis-
covered by giving the empire to the latter, rather than the
former, although nothing seems more obvious, on a slight re-
view of the character, position, and circumstances of these
nations. [Tow unexpected, and, in the eyes of the most emi-
nent statesmen and warriors, how improbable, was the entire
subjugation of Carthage by Rome, is shown in Vol. L. Chap.
IIL IV. That this great event was most important to the in-
terests of civilization and true religion, will not be doubted
by any who believe that the remarks to be found in Vol. 1L
pages 49—53, are founded in truth.

The reign of Herod forms an important part of Jewish

1.
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history ; yet the Divine propriety of giving the Holy Land
to that ungodly monarch has been generally overlooked ; see
Vol. II. Chap. IX. 187, 188.

The remarkable adaptation of the Fourth Empire for the
introduction of the Fifth, is repeatedly noticed, especially in
Vol. IL pages 183—186; Vol. IIL. pages 227—23%.

The writer conceives it superfluous to adduce any more
examples to indicate the plan of his work. He has written
in the hope of inducing readers of history, especially the
young, to investigate the designs of God in his administra-
tion, and to recognise his unsearchable perfections and abso-
lute goodness in all things. How far he has succeeded in
producing a proper instrument to attain the desired end, is for
others to judge. Consciousness of a worthy motive is ample
recompence for much labour, although the ultimate object
should not be attained.
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" 'CONNEXION

BETWEEN

SACRED AND PROFANE HISTORY.

CHAPTER L

THE RACE OF ISRAEL, GOD’S PECULIAR PEOPLE.

Ecration of mind on account of the antiquitfr, rank, or a
plauded deeds of ancestors, prevails more or less among all
men: this confessedly has in no small degree been visible
among the Jews, or t{e race of Jacob, and if the cherishing
of this feeling be admissible and proper in any people, it is in-
controvertibly so in them. The descendants of the faithful
patriarch are the only pedple on the faceff the earth who can,
on satisfactory evidence, trace their genealogy up t‘%Adam,
the first man. Except that preserved in the Sacred Writings,
eevery written history of mankind, or of any race of men,

¥ which ascends much higher than the era of Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, is justly deemed fabulous by all who have
thoroughly investigated the subject. The Arabs may trace
their descent from Abraham, and others may conjecture that
one or other of the sons of Noah was their great ancestor ;
put the Jews alone can name%he father or chief of each suc.
tessive generation of their race, from Scth the third son of
Adam down to David their most exalted king; and the name
of the chief of every generation of his race is distinctly re-
corded till Mary became the mother of Jesus of Nazareth,
who was recognised by his people as the son and, by conse-
quence, the royal heir of David.

The Jews can not only contemplate their remote ancestors
as the most ancient, but also as the most excellent and most
honourable race who have inhabited the globe. They were

“'not, 8o far as the Divine Record teaches, distinguished abave
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.other men by superiority of natural qualities, physical or in-
tellectual, great scientific acquirements or immense wealth, nor
by the possession of vast political or commercial power, or by
warlike pursuits; an unspeakably nobler destiny was theirs,—
they were the chosen worshippers of the True and Living
God.

The brief notice of the antediluvians by Moses may origi-
nate innumerable speculations, at once useful and entertain-
ing; but a mere allusion to the general delineation of their
personal character presented us 18 enough for our object.
They consisted of two races, the Cainites and Sethites, the
chiezs of whom received, in common, the most important in-

structions on religion which were communicated before the

" deluge, that is, during the first sixteen hundred and fifty-six

years of the world.

The Cainites, as a race, appear to have cast off the fear of
God, and wholly renounced the institutes of his worship. In-
dividals or families among them may have retained the truth
revealed by Gad to their father Adam ; but we perceive no
indication In the community of religious principle or practice.
They lived without reverence for God, without hope of im-
mortality, and without belief in the promise that an Almighty
Saviour should be born, and live to destroy the works of the
deceiver and destroyer of man. Their strong and daring
spirits bowed not to 1dolsyimages, or superstition ; they were
unmoved by apprehensions of the inwisible-world ; -and b
ambition, violence, and sensuality, they filled the world w‘itz

_.blood ;. and had not omnipotent power ard just vengeance

shortened their course, they would have extinguished human

life, or rendered the benevolent and ample provision of *

Heaven to impart human felicity vain. It is not unworthy
of notice that tradition harmonises with the Sacred Record
in its description of the first great apostacy of mankind.
Hesiod remarks of the gen#vation who perished by the del-
uge, that « the¥l could not abstain, from mutually inflicting
violence on each other, nor would they worship the immor-
tals, nor sacrifice to the blessed ones on their altars, There-

fore Zeus (the Deity) removed them, because they would not

give honour to the blessed gods.” g

The Sethites continued, probably, nearly one thousand
years consecrated to the worship and service of God ; for
they were accounted and treated gy Him as his sons. That
none of them joined the apostates we have no reason to assert
or deny ; nevertheless, the record concerning them justifies
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the opinion that they generally feared God and trembled at
his word ; and may have given rise to the tradition that the
age of gold was the first age of the world. The oldest of
each generation was the chief ruler and priest, and several
of these were also prophets, as may be learned from the regis-
ter of them preserved in the fifth chapter of Genesis. Their
religious principles and rites were few and simple, but con-
summately adapted to sustain, strengthen, and cherish in them
dependence, gratitude, submission, and obedience towards

God. He made himself known to them as the Creator and

Possessor of the heavens and the earth, and as God, the
Saviour of man, pledged by his word to raise up for them
One, almighty to destroy by {lis rsonal sufferings the works
of the serpent the devil; and, by consequence, to restore to
them all the life and blessedness which they had forfeited by
sin, Of the work of the divinely ordained Deliverer, and its
inconceivably happy results, they were, every morning and
evening, by sacrificial rites, symbolically instructed, so that
they might have them ever present to their minds. A lite
reflection will, we apprehend, produce full persuasion in the
minds of all belicvers in revelation, that the ritual of sacrifice
was instituted by God. We have no evidence that Adam
and his sons were accustomed to take the life of any animal
for their own use; and is it not therefore probable that the
skins of which the dress of theyfirst pair were made, were
those of animals offered in sacrifice ? ?rom the permission
to use animal food granted to Noat * seems reasonable to
infer that mankind had been restricu:' 'r-m killing animals.
except for religious purposes. Now, it .ney were not accus-
tomed to feed on animals, we have no reason-to believe that
they could imagine, unless divinely instructed, that the blood
of animals could be acceptable to God as a present or offer-
ing to expiate their sins. It is scarcely conceivable that such
an idea originated in the human mind. Though we ma

clearly perceive the suitableness of animal sacrifice to symbol-
ise an expiation for sin, in consequence of Divine revelation
given us on the subject, yet no one can show that, without
that instruction, it would have naturally risen in the human
mind. And had even the sentiment been conceived by Adam
or Abel, they would not have presumed to act on it, and tes
tify their homage to God by consuming his creatures by fire,
without his authority. Having recently learned the awful
effect of doing what he had prohibited, is it reasonable to sup-
pose that they would have presumed to cousider themselves
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qualified to devise, or believed themselves possessed of a right
to prescribe a form of worship worthy of His approbation ?
That he approved of animal sacrifice is, however, ungues-
tionable; and it is equally certain that he has always said to
those who worshipped him according to forms of human in-
vention,  Who hath required this of your hand?’ Hence
we may conclude that the institution of sacrifice is of Divine
origin.  This is wot indeed taught us in plain language in
the Sacred Oracles, but it seems fully implied in the announce-
ment that the cherubim were placed at the east of Eden,
immediately on the expulsion of Adam and Eve; for the
whole history of that marvellous emblem proves that the altar
for sacrifice always accompanied it. Every worshipper of
God, in every act of worship, looked towards the cherubim ;
but he never expected acceptance, except for the sake of his
sacrifice. This alone elevated his soul above the dreadful
apprehension that the burning flame issuing from the cheru-
bim should consume him. -
This form of worship Noah established after the deluge ;

and it was propagated over the world, more or less perfect, by

all his descendants. The faithful report of the tremendous
catastrophe which destroyed the bold and presumptuous sin-
ners of the old world, by Noah and his family, was indelibly

fixed in the hearts of the three races of the postdiluvian reno- -~

vated world. And we have strong evidence that, wherever
they wandered, they carried with them deep impressions of
the existence of spiritual and invisible agency, powerful and
active to protect the just, and inflict vengeance on the profane
and profligate. And this may probably account for the fact
that the athefsm and infidelity of past ages were buried with
their advocates in the waters, and have never recovered vi-
gour (o erase from any great community the entire form of
religion.

The races of Japhet and Ham became idolaters. But who
has examined idol and image worship, in all its forms, and
not perceived that it carried strong marks of its original deri-
vation from the religious worship of the patriarchs? Every
false religion is a perverted imitation of the true. Divine
truth, in every age and country, has been, to the extent judged
necessary by the rulers of this world, whether kings, philoso-
phers, priests, or sovereigns, incorporated with falsehood.
The god of the world, who first attempted to reign under
the form of a lion, found it expedient, after the deluge, to as-

t
!
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sume the form of an angel of light, or to assume his ancient
disguise of a serpent. ,

The race of Shem, it is generally believed, were the chosen
of God, ordained to preserve the Divine revelations to their
ancestors, and to maintain his worship. They were favoured
with the ministry of Noah three hundred and fifty years after
the flood, and consequently till Abraham was nearly sixty
years old. During the intervening period, there were nine
subordinate chiefs over the Shemites, the fathers of as many
generations.  Many think that Noah accompanied not the
multitude that emigrated from Armenia, till they came, doubt-
less by a circuitous route, (which may have had many tem-

rary stations,) to the plains of Shinar. It is, however, pro-
Eable that some of the Shemites were among the emigrants,
and adopted the corrupt religion of Nimrod ; for the aucestors
of Abraham are said to have served “other gods” east of the
Euphrates.

The brief record of the chosen race from Seth to Abraham
and Moses suggests that they were placed under a superna-
tural ‘administration, resembling that by which the race of
Jacob were afterwards governed. Thus we knoiw that the
gift of inspiration and of prophecy was conferred on Enoch,
Lamech, and Noah ; and the translation of Enoch and the
deliverance of Noah were remarkable examples of miraculous
interposition, to testify that Jehovah loved righteousness, and
with a veri pleasant countenance beheld the upright. Nor
are we without decisive proof that the public worshippers of
God were, as a community, governed by the law of just re-
tribution in this life. They enjoyed temporal prosperity when
they faithfully served Goc{ and endured signal punishment
when they publicly dishonoured his name. It was evidently
this that occasioned Job's friends rashly to infer that because
he was greatly afflicted he was certainly a hypocrite. In proof
of this, one of them appealed to the most celebrated maxims of
the wisest of the ancients, who distinctly taught the doctrine of
retribution: Job xv. 17—35. This law, indeed, appears to
have been enforced by the rulers; hence the fearfu{)ea'p re-
hensions of seventy-seven fold greater punishment for killing
a man, perhaps accidentally, than that denounced on Cain.
Judah and Job attest that the adulterer was sentenced to suffer
death, and the latter teaches us that the worshipper of the
heavenly bodies subjected himself to the same sentence.

When Abraham intimated to his nearest relations that God
had appeared to him, and called him to leave Chaldea, they

¥ e =
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evidently prepared to accompany him, for his father took the
lead of the party; and they fixed on Haran in Mesopotamia
for their future residence. They were all worshippers of the
True God ; but, after the lapse of about one hundred and
eighty years, their form of worship was debased by the use
of images, as we find in the family of Laban, the grandson of
Nahor, who remained in Haran after the departure of Abra *
ham for a country which Jehovah promised to show him.

That land was named Canaan, from one of the sons of Ham.
Few spots of it seem to have been appropriated by any one at
the time of Abraham’s arrival. He and his sons and grand-
sons sojourned in it for a number of years ; and because God
had promised that their descendants should possess it, and es
pecially because their families seem to have been more nume
rous or more distinguished than the other inhabitants, it came:
to be known under the name of “ The land of the Hebrews.”
During their absence in Egypt for several hundred years,
this country was fully peopled by Canaanites, who were
divided into a number of nations or kingdoms. They were
chiefly famous on account of the number and strength of their
cities, the barbarous and superstitious character of their reli-
gion, and the licentiousness of their manners ; no alliance with
them and the race of Judah was therefore admissible, had
even the land been sufficient to support both communities.
Their expulsion or destruction became absolutely necessary,
in order to the accomplishment of the divine purpose of Jeho-
vah, to manifest, in a signal manner, the perfections of his na-
ture and the holiness of his laws, in the land promised to
Abraham. The Divine propriety of the instructions given to
Moses and Joshua how to treat the Canaanites is the subject
of several notes in the Pocket Commentary on the Old Testa-
ment ; see Deut. vii. 1—4.

Canaan, or the Land of the Hebrews, was comparatively
a small country, being less than two hundred miles long and
one bhundred broad But God announced to Abraham that
he would put those of his descendants who imitated his faith
and obedience in possession of all the regions strerching
“from the river of Egypt to the Euphrates” The former
they were authorised by God to seize by force; the latter they
obtained by success in defensive war. Canaan Proper was
properly the Holy Land, because in it was the seat of divine
worship; but ido{'xtry was not permitted by the law of Moses
to exist in any part of the lands conquered by Israel.  For
wherever their power was predominant, they were enjoined
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to destroy every vestige of idolatry, and establish the worshi
of the True God. 'This,, it ougﬁt to be carefully observed,
was the special object for. which God chose for his people or

ablic worshippers the, race of Jacob. He is the sovereign
f:td.of the universe, #nd the impartial Judge ; He respects
not men on account of those things which they admire and
praise ; moral excellence alone renders one man more thau
another beloved by hijs Creator; and no nation could prove
themselves more destitute of thi# than the Jews, in all ages.
They were, with the exception of a comparatively small num-
‘ber, who truly believed god and his prophets, a people ex-
ceedingly perverse in heart,;and hypocritical or wicked in
life. . They were, therefore, not selected for the peculiar peo-
ple of the Most High because they deserved his favour, but
in accordance with his own purpose respecting the race of
Seth, and his promise to Abraham. And his object in the
selection was that they should be the witnesses that he was
the only True and Living God, the depositary of his revela-
tions, and the instruments of making known the benevolent
and just nature of his administration, as the supreme Sove-
reign, Saviour, and Judge of the human race.

This great and most important of all objects, in the eyes
of every intelligent being, capable of judging of real excel-
lence; must be acknowledged to have been absolutely neces-
sary in the age of Abraham; for while it was at once essen-
tial to the manifestation of the glory of God, and the welfare
of mankind, we perceive not how it could be attained by any
other means than that adopted by infinite wisdom ;—the
separation of a people by whom God should make himself
known m the manrer he did, through the instrumentality of
the race of Jacoh. :

_This will appear if we reflect on their position and relation
torthe nations, from the time that Abraham was called to leave
Chaldea till the time when they ceased to be regarded and
treated by the Deity as his peculiar people. During this long
period, from a. M. 2023 to 4. D. 70, they ‘were placed in the
position most favourable to the publicity of their principles,
farm of worship, and the remarﬁable and marvellous events
which befell them.

-Had Abraham remained in Chaldea, the history of him
and his race would have been for many generations almost
wholly unknown to the great mass of tKe human race; for
the events which transpired east of the Euphrates, from the
day of Chedorlaomer:to the time of Pul, king of Assyria,
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who was contenporary with Uzziah, king of Judah, are
buried in oblivion, or enveloped in fabulous records. - Nor did
any nation during this period maintain, as far as history
attests, much intercourse with the other nations of the globe,
except the Idumeans, on the Red Sea, the Egyptians, and the
colonies from the Red Sea, by whom were built the commer-
cial cities of T'yre and Sidon. = And:the latter had most pro-
bably not emerged from obscurity before the conquest of
Canaan by Joshna; by consequence, we may see the pro- -
priety of the long sojourn of Israel in Egypt, tKe great centre
of the early world’s activity and commerce. That Israel
were then a conspicuous people, no one can doubt who adverts
to the dignity and influence of Joseph, the talented and emin-
ently religious son of Jacob.

The Syrians and other nations were rapidly rising to the
ascendancy in political power and commerce when Israel
were established in Canaan: and Egypt had adopted what
moderns would call Chinese policy, discouraging all inter-
course with strangers, admitting not even merchants to trade,
except at one or two ports. Canaan, henceforth, was far more
suited to the propagation of the peculiar religion, laws, cus-
toms, and transactions of Israel, than any other place. For
while it was sufficiently isolated from other nations to permit
its inhabitants to live according to their own law, the high
road of commerce between the eastern and western world
passed along its borders, and it soon rose to great distincttion,
and at no remote period was an object of ambition to the
mig{:ity powers who struggled for the sovereignty of the
world.

‘When the Israelites completely degenerated, and ceased to
shed pure light on the thick darkness which enshrouded the
nations, the terrible vengeance that desolated their land, and
scattered them over the surface of the world, visibly accom-
plished the end for which they were chosen, perbaps mere
effectually than any event in their previous history. The
judgment of Heaven corrected them ; their love of idolat
was conquered ; their zeal for the Sacred Oracles, and parti-
cularly for the laws of Moses, was rekindled ; and their
desire and hope of the coming of Messiah exceedingly
strengthened. Such was the effect of their captivity in Ba-
bylon. Nor ought it to be forgotten that they were not dis-
persed over the eastern world till it had become the scene of
the greatest transactions which characterise its history, and
which- deeply interested almost all the human race. How
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marvellous were the incidents connected with the exile of
Israel every one knows; and how inexpressibly must some
of these have tended to the dissemination of the knowledge
of the True God, may be learned from the proclamations of
the kings of Babylon and Persia.

The benevolent designs of Heaven in the separation of the
Jews for a ¢ peculiar people” were apparently largely fulfilled
by the restoration of a part of them to a national state, in
their own land ; and the settlement of multitudes of them in
small communities, in the great cities of the empires of Greece
and Rome; for they were thus brought into connexion with
the most influential races of mankind. And it might be de-
monstrated, with no difficulty, and with much profit, that the
true religion or Divine Revelation will be found, at all times,
in the centre or vicinity' of the regions which successively
became the chief seats of power; and especially of commerce,
on the globe. The star of Jacob will always be seen fixed
above the kingdom or kingdoms on whose power appears
suspended the destiny of mankind.

Several things peculiar to the Jews were remarkably fitted
to attract all eyes to them. Thus their avowed belief and un-
ceasing hope that one of their race, in a future age, was to

surpass all men in excellence and power, and prove himself"

almighty to save not only his people, but all nations, and
restore the world to more than the felicity of paradise; this
sentiment spread so universally, and so deepY; affected all
minds, that in almost every nation, previous to the final de-
struction of Jerusalem, the expectation of such an illustrious
person prevailed.

Agam they publicly acknowledged Jehovah -alone to be
their supreme King, and regarded their rulers the mere
ministers of his revealed will. If the latter were distinguished
by despising the laws of Moses ar.d the instructions of the pro-
pKets, they were viewed usurpers while they lived, and were
covered with disgrace at death, for no honourable burial was
granted them. Other nations either worshipped their chiefs
while they lived or after their death, or, hke the Greeks,
boasted of power to control them ; but the Jews, when subject
to their coustitution and laws, obeyed no voice except that of
the supreme God, announced by them whom they firmly be-
lieved to be his ministers. In their government, the authority
of Deity was all in all. ~ This, as we shall see, characterised
the nation, in respect to the gods of the nations, after the cap
tivity ; and the phenomenon must have produced a strong im

2#
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pression on every intelligent and reflective mind, accustomed
to witness every where the worship of idols, with no sign of
the belief in the unity of the Creator.

Further, every public transgressor of the laws was sentenced
to immediate punishment, exactly proportioned to the rule of
rigid justice, the law of retaliation, or of restitution, minutely
defined by Moses. ~ The degree of loss or suffering inflicted
for crime generally depended, elsewhere, on the pleasure or
caprice of the rulers or judges ; but among the Jews, nothing
was left to them by the supreme legislators.  As no delay in
the execution of the sentence of the law was admissible, no in-
struction was given to provide prisons. This strikingly ac-
corded with the awful nature of the constitution preseribed b
Moses, justly named “the ministration of death.” Had this
argument been adverted to, Christians, at least, would not have
been.surprised that instant death should be pronounced on all
judged worthy of it. The principle which indicates the pro-
priety of animal sacrifice for sin is applicable to immed]i)ate
punishment of death. The administration of Jehovah had not
yet demonstrated to all the perfection of his justice, so that man
might discern clearly that without an adequate expiation, death
for death, no human being could find forgiving mercy with
his Creator. But Jesus of Nazareth, having vindicated, by
his death for the world, the Divine government and laws,
with Divine propriety declared that the law of retaliation, life
for life, eye for eye, and the like, had no place in his adminis-
tration. INow certainly no one who respects his authority re-
quires to be taught by precept or example that “ the soul that
sinneth shall die.”

Moreover, unequivocal signs that God was the supreme
King of the Jews were frequently witnessed by all intelligent
observers of events in relation to that people. His principal
ministers were supernaturally endowed ; and the deeds b
which this was manifested were performed in the view of all.
Their power over life and death, over the elements of nature,
and sometimes over the minds of men, was not exercised in
secret or by arts of deception, like the pretended diviners and
priests of tKe gods of other nations. They acted without dis-
guise in the presence of all ranks and characters, and claimed
no personal superiority over their contemporaries. They
wrought all in the name of God, and resolutely declined re-
ward from man. Neither honour nor disgrace influenced
their ministrations. And the people were miraculously
punished or saved, ebtained unparalleled prosperity, or en-
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dured extreme calamitg, according as they were obedient or
disobedient to the mandates of Jehovah, their Sovereign, Law-
giver, and Judge. ;

Finally, their national constitution strongly enforced univer-
sal kindness and courtesy, and, consequently, friendly inter-
course with all men, while it strictly prohibited offensive or
defensive alliances with idolatrous nations or communities, or
intermarriages with individual idolaters.  In national policy
and religion, they were to stand alone among the nations
Though on this account they might be regarded by superfi-
cial thinkers the enemies of mankind, yet this was absolutely
necessary for the attainment of the great end of their separation
to serve God, considering the state of the nations, especially
of those in their vicinity.

In the age of Moses, the whole world had agostatised from
God, and idolatry seems to have been established, by law or
custom, in every nation. But no communities had become
more degraded in morals -or polluted in religion than those
occupying the countries of Syria, Palestine, and Arabia Pe-
treea, where four hundred years earlier the true God was
worshipped. This dreadful degeneracy was probably chiefly
effected E those who had enslaved the multitude. And these
were, we know, the wisest of the age, who doubtless discerned
that a religion which made the many to trust their future well-
being to the power of the few, and ministered, at the same time,
to their pleasures, was that alone which could retain the peo-
ple in political slavery. Such was the nature of all the an-
cient forms of idolatry. By the abuse of physical, and espe-
cially of astronomical knowledge, which assumed the name
of astrology, the wise deluded the unreflecting and sensual.
Claiming the offices of kings and priests, by the deceptive
arts and careful observances of the appearances of nature in
the different seasons' of the year, they easily performed, or
rather seemed to perform deeds superhuman’ in the eyes of
the ignorant. Nothing was then more natural than to as.
scribe their power to invisible fellowship with the heavenl
bodies and invisible agents, whom they confessed could alone
enable them to perform superhuman works. These agencies
became gods; and their ministers, by continually adding
whatever rites they conceived adapted to please the people,
to those already observed by them, formed the various cor-
rupted modes of idolatrous worship, which were rapidly
spread over the earth by conquerors, colonization, and com-
merce.
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Language cannot depict the sanguinary and licentious
forms of superstition that prevailed in Canaan and the neigh-
bouring countries. This is evident to every reader of the
sacred Scriptures. ~And how strongly Israel were disposed
to imitate their neighbours, appears in every age of their his-
tory, before the Babylonian captivity. How suitable, impor-
tant, and even indispensable was then the injunction that they
should live alone, and utterly abominate the gods of the na-
tions ?

The peoples, by whose manners Israel were in the greatest
danger of being contaminated and demoralized in the earliest
periods of their history, were the Egyptians, the surviving
Canaanites, the Philistines, Tyrians and Sidonians, the
Midianities, Moabites, and Ammonites ; and the Edomites and

Syrians. We refer the reader to the brief account of these,

%wen under their respective names in the Pocket Biblical
ictionary. Almost every one of these races had lost power
to inflict much injury on Israel before the period of their his-
tmz to be reviewed in the subsequent chapters.  Foreigners
had conquered them, and continued to tyrannise over them.
The very forms of their religion had been modified ; and its
most barbarous features had disappeared. Those on the bor-
ders of Canaan had been carried into captivity by Nebuchad-
nezzar ; and were probably permitted by Cyrus to return to
their native lands. ~ Some of them, we know, were afterwards
numerous; but none of them, except the Edomites or Idu-
means, seem to have recovered their former greatness; and
the{a adually disappeared as distinct races or nations; and
probably the survivors became marauders, and were not dis-
tinguishable from the Arabs, whose mode of life they imitated.
It may be remarked in general, that the descendants of these
races cherished in all ages, the implacable enmity to Israel,
which characterised their ancestors. Of this we shall see
wany proofs in the future history of the chosen people.




CHAPTER II.

BRIEF REVIEW OF THE RISE, DECLINE, AND CAPTIVITY
OF ISRAEL.

In the investigation of the state of the world before the time
of Nebuchadnezzar, the Old Testament is the exclusive cer-
tain guide ; all allusions to the subject by uninspired his-
torians, philosophers, or poets, are uncertain or fabulous.
And of the ancient races of mankind, whose character, con-
duct, and deeds, had no apparent or immediate influence on
the race of Abraham, the sacred writers record almost no-
thing, except a brief notice of their origin and dispersion over
the globe.

The especial Divine superintendence of the chosen race,
and occasional miraculous interposition in their behalf, pre-
viously to the time of Abraham, evidently appear to have
been continued to him and his race, who continued the social
and public worshippers of the true and living God.  On this
account the government, like that ordained by Moses, may,
with propriety, be denominated a theocracy. For the patri-
archs, elders, or heads of families, were required to rule ac-
cording to the Divine instructions, communicated to their pre-
decessors or themselves.

Notwithstanding of the great and precious promises which
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob received, that a future descendant
of theirs should confer on all nations divine blessedness, they
were admonished that their race would not become an inde-
pendent nation till after the lapse of more than four hundred
years. They were destined to serve or to be enslaved during
this long period, and consequently it was essential to their
happiness “against hope to believe in -hope,” knowing that
Jel}:ovah was able and faithful to accomplish his word of pro-
mise. Their trials were as uncommon as their hopes. Be-
fore their descent to Egypt, B. c. 1648, the family sepulchre
was the only spot to which they could claim an exclusive in-
disputable vight. Being the f{rst occupiers of the pasture
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grounds in Canaan, they were indeed viewed by foreigners
as the proprietors, and hence this region was called “the
land of the Hebrews.” But we have no reason to believe
that they considered themselves authorised to prohibit others
from feeding their flocks on the same pastures. Canaan was
theirs by gift of promise, but they were not to enter on ths
possession till the cup of the iniquity of the Amorites or
Canaanites, who occupied it along with them, was full. And
it is remarkable that before this specific time, the Israelites
did not require Canaan. The increase of population of this
race during the first four hundred years is perhaps one of the
most singular phenomena in the history of human society.
The descendants of Abraham by Hagar and Keturah, and of
Esau by his wives, appear to have multiplied exceedingly
and rapidly, while the race by Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, and
Rachel amount to little more than seventy persons in the ssace
of about two hundred years; while, during the succeeding
period of the same duration, they probably amounted to
millions. y “

The smallness of. theii number at first was favourable to
their happiness, if we reflect on their situation. God had
ordained them to Sojourn in Canaan. The pastoral resources
of that land had ' been greatly diminished by a fearful catas-
trophe, and its population was rapidly increasing by the risin
families of the Canaanites, and most probably by arrivals o
of new tribes. The districts of the cities of the plain, well
watered by the Jordan, once the richest in Canaan, had been
utterly destroyed by fire from heaven, and the lake named
the Dead Sea, which appeared in their place, is computed at
seventy miles in length and twenty in breadth, having a cir-
cuit of three hundred miles. It overflows its banks to a con-
siderable extent in the rainy season ; and its saline waters in-
flict barrenness wherever they reach. Indeed all the coasts
exhibit an awful scene of solitude and desolation. Now, if
the pastures were insufficient to feed the united flocks of
Abraham and Luot, till the latter resorted to the plains of
Sodom, how could the race of Israel and the Canaanites have
lived in Canaan after these had disappeared, had they been
numerous ? - Few as they were, they répeatedly felt the pres-
sure of want, which money could not remove, and but with
difficulty could alleviate.

They had, it is true, the promise of Divine interposition, in
every season of trial. But this promise was conditional;
they could only confidently expect it when they lived so as to
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please God.  Look at the family of Jacob ; had they not more
reason to fear the wrath, than hope in the favour of the God
of their fathers? The only one of the twelve who visibly
feared Him had been sold into slavery by his brethren, only
two of the eleven were unprepared to murder him because he
testified against their wickedness. It became not, therefore.
the Divine Majesty to exempt them from suffering with the
unholy race among whom they sojourned.

But no sooner did they relent, and deplore their iniquities,
than Jehovah remembered his holy covenant, and showed
them mercy. That they repented and returned to God about
the time of their descent into Egypt, seems, from the sacred
Record, unquestionable. Hitherto they had been totally dis-
?ualiﬁed to advance the great object for which they had been
avoured by God more than any other race. Instead of being
with Jacob, their father, witnesses for God among the de-
graded Canaanites, their general conduct must have caused
his name to be reviled and his worship despised. And the
most complete renovation of character would not, for a con-
siderable period, if ever, have procured them a good report
of all those who had long known them. It was therefore
more probable that they would, after their happy recovery to
the true religion, promote its interests more extensively in
Egypt than 1n Canaan. No public worshipper of God can
have much moral influence on society, if he is manifestly
either hypocritical or inconsistent in conduct. Hence univer-
sally acknowledged integrity and truth is an indispensable
quality in a public teacher; “a bishop must be well reported
by all men” We may therefore conclude that the removal
of Jacob's family into Egypt was not more expedient for their
future usefulness than for their temporal comfort. They
were divinely prepared to strengthen the hands of their
brother Josep{ in the work of recommending the true religion
to the Egyptians, and it was therefore proper that they should
join him.

Perhaps the moral and religious state of Egypt more deeply
cancerned the world, in the days of Joseph, than that of any
other country. In the time of Abraham, no large kingdom
or empire appears to have been formed. A shadow of one
presented itself in the East. Chedorlaomer, by conquest or

alliance, united under him a few chiefs called kings, and ex-

tended his power in Canaan and Arabia. But we hear no
more of him after Abraham and his feeble allies overthrow
his forces. Itis therefore not probable that his dominion was

st




*—_--____-
|

24 THE RISE, DECLINE, AND

great or permanent. The king of Egypt at that period seems
to exhibit no more majesty than the king of Gerar, whose
power certainly stretched not beyond a small district. And
the probability is, that Egypt then contained as many kings
as cities. Tradition, indeed, attests that the inhabitants of
Egypt were originally governed by seven kings, and conse
quently its political state resembled that of Canaan when
Joshua conquered its sixty kings.

That the inhabitants ofy Egypt were subjected to one prince
in Joseph’s time, and that they had constructed a system of
religion, we have reason to believe. But we have no evi-
dence that the Pharaohs had acquired great physical power
in the time of Moses. The most wonderful monuments of
its riches, military greatness, and civilization, belong confes
sedly to a later age. And it is scarcely credible that Egyp
was a mighty power at the time of the exodus of Israel, when
we find that its rulers never attempted to revenge the insults
and sufferings which they had endured from Moses in Egypt,
and still more at the Red Sea. ’

That the Egyptians owed much of their advancement in
civilization to the administration of Joseph, is strongly proba-
ble. The slight notices of him indicate that he possessed con-
summate talents as a statesman. We have, however, still more
evidence that his influence was almost boundless ; and that
he improved it to recommend true religion, we cannot doubt.
He was truly zealous for the honour of Jehovah. He and
his race were considered sacred. This we conceive origi-
nated the practice of circumcision by the priests of Egypt.
They monopolized the rite to augment their sanctity in the
eyes of the people. And the veneration cherished for Israel
during the ministry of Joseph may, most probably, account
for the future appearance of many practices in Egypt, which
the laws of Moses sanctioned. His code of laws was only an
enlargement of those observed by the patriarchal families.
And from them the Egyptians, doubtless, received those com-
mon to both nations. It is at least certain that Moses solemnly
prohibited his people from adopting any customs that were of
Egyptian origin.

However much advantage the Egyptians may have derived
from Joseph and his brethen, their future history too clearly
showed that it was not permanent in respect to refi'gion. Fo
while no ancient people, perhaps, made more progress in hu
man wisdom and the knowledge of the useful, if not the orna-
mental arts of society, none ever more rapidly and completely
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renounced the religious:principles and practices which were
enjoined by the inspired persons whom Ged raised up in the
early ages of mankind, or devised and established a systen
of idolatry more calculated to enslave the human intellect, de
base the affections, and demorahse the conduct. This system
was, perhaps, not perfectly formed during the period of Is-
rael’s detention in Egypt. But that it had been introduced,
and had even become popular, seems certain, for the Israel-
ites were, as a community, deeply tainted with it, before they
were emancipated by Moses, This is obvious from their con-
duct in the wilderness. And their religious declension suffi-
ciently vindicates the Divine pleasure in suffering the Egyp-
tians to inflict on them innumerable and overwhelming evils.
These were happily blessed to rouse them to serious consid-
eration, and to incline them to listen to the voice of the few
faithful elders whom God had preserved to guide them. And,
when under the pressure of the most oppressive slavery they
groaned and prayed before the Lord, he heard them, and com-
missioned Moses to deliver them. :

Crediting his message as truly divine, they tranquilly de-
parted in regular order, but without arms, from the land of
their slavery, and God was with them. Though destitute of
arms, the Egyptians amply supplied them with money to pro-
cure them. For, terrified by the most fearful and unparal-
leled judgments or plagues which fell upon them, they readi-
ly gave them whatever they desired. Their first supply of
arms was, however, perhaps obtained in a manner the most
wonderful and unexpected,—the arms of the army of Egypt,
drowned in the Red Sea, fell into their hands, for the dead
bodies were thrown upon the coast, Exod. xiv. 12

They had not been long accustomed to the use of arms
when they were called to encounter the Amalekites. Per-
haps it was this race who had invaded Egypt in the interval
between Abraham’s descent into Egypt, and the time of Mo-
ses, whose conquering chiefs are named in history the “shep-
herd kings.” = They had grievously tyrannised over the con-
quered, in so much that the Egyptians continued for many
generations to detest all who lived by tending flocks: “a
shepherd was an abomination to the Egyptians.”” - Whatever
probability may be in this conjecture, we know that the Amal-
ekites were a very ancient and mighty people, who are sup-
posed to have lived in caves or tents, and in habits and man-
ners resembling the Arabs. It seems certain that they pos-
sessed at least one city in the days of Saul, and must have
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been numerous and warlike, for the army which he con-
sidered necessary to march against them, amounted to
210,000; 1 Sam. xv. 4—7. In Abraham’s age, they were
known as a distinct people, possessing an extensive country,
reaching from Havilah to Shur, or from the Dead Sea to the
Red Sea, Gen. xiv. 7; and Balaam speaks of them as “the
first,” the head or origin of the nations, which sufficiently
shows that they were even then deemed a great people of an-
tiquity. Hence they could not belong to the race of Esau,
and indeed no hint 1s ever given in Scripture that they had
the remotest connexion with Abraham. They are uniformly
associated with the Canaanites and Philistines, descendants
of Ham, and to him the Arabs trace the Amalekites. Ac-
cording to Arabian tradition, they were the only pure Arabs,
and those of them who escaped the sword of Saul became
mixed Arabs, being blended with other races. That they
were to disappear as a nation and separate people was the
import of the prophetic curse announced to Joshua ; and we
find no mention of them, except as individuals, after the reign
of Hezekiah, 1 Chron. iv. 41—43. The fearful and some-
what singular sentence passed on them was doubtless occa-
sioned by great wickedness; and the narrative of Moses con-
veys some idea of it.  They had from their position the most
favourable opportunities of knowing the True God, and his
peculiar love for Israel. Doubtless they knew the miracles
which he had wrought for them in Egypt and at the Red
Sea; and most probably witnessed the miraculous supply of
water ; yet it is remarked that they “ feared not God.” They
gave awful proof that they despised him, for they were the
first to attack Israel, and that in the most cruel and savage
manner: they fell on those exhausted by fatigue, or feeble
by age or infgncy ; Exod. xvii. 8—16. %eut. xxv. 17—19.
They sought their destruction without the least provocation,
and the c%lief' motive probably was, that they might possess
the new stream which God had caused to flow in the desert;
for they may,have considered all the products of the desert
as their own, and that the water was not the property of Is-
rael, although a supernatural gift. How obstinate their infi-
delitz was is manifest, for notwithstanding their defeat, and
the knowledge, perhaps, of the prophecy concerning them,
they remained the implacable enemies of Israel. We notice
the Amalekites thus particularly, because it would appear that
they were the only people occupying the country which divides
Egypt from Palestine, that were capable of trying their strength
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with Israel; or, what may be more probable, because their
defeat, almost immediately following the miracles in Egypt
and the Red Sea, overawed all the other nations, so that Is-
rael were permitted to sojourn many years in the wilderness
in peace. The mode by which they were overcome in the
first contest, was peculiarl}x: fitted to instruct the chosen peo-
ple: while Moses held up his hands, Joshua prevailed in bat-
tle. Thus Israel were taught that they had no reason to ex-
pect success in battle, if their leaders did not accompany their
exertions with confidence in their supreme invisigle King,
and persevering intercession to Him for the people.

Few of the events which must have happened to Israel for
at Jeast thirty-eight years, are recorded. They were during
these years organised as a nation and received the law. The
generation, indisposed to entire subjection to the authority of
God their supreme Sovereign, died, and their children were
fully grown and prepared to take possession of the land pro-
mised to their fathers. -

Travellers from the Red Sea reached Syria by different
routes. One passed through Edom or Idumea and Canaan.
This was the most direct, and first preferred by Israel. But
their progress was arrested by the Edomites, who discovered
unreasonable suspicion and total want of natural affection,
compassion, and courtesy. They knew well their close rela-
tion to Israel by their common ancestor Abraham ; nor were
they ignorant of the Divine interpositions for Israel in Egypt,
at the Red Sea, and at Sinai. ~ But neither the signs of (;c’)'})’s
favour for their brethren, nor their most earnest entreaty for
liberty to keep the high way, and food and drink at the com-
mon price, had the least power to raise a kind feeling in their
bosoms, notwithstanding of the most pathetic appeal of Moses
to their sympathies, by enumerating the unparalleled suffer-
ings of Israel in the wilderness. This most barbarous con-
duct would have been unjustifiable in any people; but was
also most unnatural, especially among the Arabians, for the
allied tribes cherished the strongest attachment for each other;
and this is one of the strongest features which characterise
them to this day. The spirit of clanship never burned more
intensely in a Highlander than it has always done in an
Arab. The guilt of the Edomites was, therefore, of no com-
mon magnitude ; and it was just and necessary they should
suffer signal punishment. Accordingly, more alarming pre-
dictions were not ammounced respecting any people; angt ey
have been completely accomplished.
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Another great road to western Asia from the Red Sea, lay
eastward, and ran through the regions separated from Canaan
Proper, by the Dead Sea and Jordan, and inhabited by the
Amorites. The wilderness to the south was possessed by the
Moabites and Midianites, who were connected to Israel b
Lot and Abraham. At the time that Israel advanced towards
these countries, it seems probable that Moab was superior in
power to Midian, for the king of Moab appears the greatest
opponent of Israel; but he was zealously supported by the
Midianites ; Numb. xxii. 3—7. Calamitous was the passage
of Israel through Midian and Moab. They sinned exceed-
ingly by joining in the licentious worship of their enemies,
and were fearfully punished. In one day, one thousand were
put to death by the order of the rulers, and twenty-three thou-
sand died by fatal disease. But they ultimately overthrew
the army of Moab, and marched onwards still interrupted by
the warlike attitude of the Amorites, who had acquired con-
siderable power; and were ruled by two kings, who had ex-
tended their dominions towards the east, from the Jordan over
a part of the lands which the Ammonites and Moabites had
long possessed. Though the Amorites were Canaanites by
descent, yet they were not among those of this race devoted
to destruction, for their land was beyond the limits which
God commanded Israel to conquer and purify from idolatry.
It must not be forgotten, that they were not, however, among
the nations whom Israel were prohibited from fighting with;
for these only comprised the races of Lot and Esau. Israel
would have left the kings Sihon and Og in the undisturbed
possession of their fine kingdoms, had they allowed them to
pass along the highway to Canaan. The Israelites had there-
fore no alternative but to retreat into the wilderness, or fight
their way. They first conquered the kingdom of Sihon, and
that of Og, who was one of the race of giants, who had for
generations possessed-the neighbouring regions. The Israel-
ites immediately removed by death all the inhabitants, who
sought not an asylum in other countries. The lands were
rich in pasture. The tribes of Reuben and Gad, and half
of the tribe of Manasseh desired to possess it, perhaps, because
they had more numerous flocks than the other tribes. They
received it on condition that those of them fit for war should
accompany their brethren to Canaan, and not return to their
families till all that country was conquered. This was effected
in seven years; and about ten years later, Joshua, the faithful
and successful captain of Israel, died, and was succeeded in
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the offices of Deliverer and Judge, by Othniel, a near rela-
- tion of Caleb, the noble and pious and upright companion
of Joshua.

None could lawfully assume these offices without receiving-

their commission immediately from the supreme Sovereign o

the nation. It was only when he intimated his pleasure, that
the people were authonsed to submit to the decision and obey
the command of any one who claimed the dignity of visible

chief ruler over Israel. This is evident from the peculiar -

nature of the constitution made by Moses, and it is abundantly
confirmed by the facts recorded in the Book of Judges. Con-
cerning this book, Jahn justly observes, that Samuel, the last
of the fifteen Judges, was probably the author, and that it
could not have been written later than his day, for the latest
transactions detailed in it transpired when there was no king
i Israel, ch. xxi. 25. It seems to consist of memoranda, or
notes of the events most interesting to the Church of God,
rather than a regular chronological history of the period to
which it relates ; and these events most impressively confirm
the prophecies of Moses and Joshua, which announced the
future apostasies of Israel, the judgments of God on the apos-
tates, and the Divine interpositions to deliver Israel as soon as
their affliction wrought genuine repentance. If this opinion
be correct, it is not surprising, that the sedulous efforts of a
number of eminently learned men to ascertain the chronology
of the narrative have hitherto proved most unsatisfactory. In
general, however, we find that the number of years during
which Israel were nearly destitute of liberty was about 111,

which, added to 339, years that they enjoyed good govern-

ment under the thirteen judges raised up for them; from the
days of Joshua to Samuel, make 450 years; Aects xiii. 20.
Few particulars are given illustrative of the character and
conduct of Israel during the three-fourths of the period of the
Judges, doubtless because they -then conformed to the laws,
and fulfilled the gracious designs of Heaven, by exhibiting,
on the whole, the true religion to the view of the surrounding
nations. :

Disaffection and infidelity to Jehovah early appeared in
Israel. Though they generally worshipped and served him
all the days of Joshua and the rulers who were his contem-
poraries, yet, before his death, the tribe of Benjamin were
nearly annihilated, in consequence of their unholy and pre-
sumptuous attempt to prevent the other tribes from inflicting
the just penalty of the law on the lawless, and disobedient,
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and cruel inhabitants of one of their cities.  The first who,
as a tribe, sanctioned idolatry were the Danites; and thus
they appeared like a serpent concealed in the way, to destroy
the unwatchful traveller, and verified the prediction deserip-
tive of their character delivered by Jacob, Gen. xlix. 17.
Idolatry had been, perbaps, in all ages, adopted by indivi-
duals or families, either in the form of images or idol-worship.
Nor is this wonderful, when we reflect on its power over the
hearts of those who feel not the importance of religion, and,
nevertheless, retain a degree of conviction that their circum-
stances are somehow influenced by invisible agency. While
they like not to retain the T'rue God in their knowledge, be-
cause the idea of his majesty, and purity, and truth impose
restraint on their unhallowed passions, appetites, and pleasures,
they cease not to strive to desire the favour of the unknown
andy invisible powers, whose existence they are compelled to
believe or suspect.- This opinion was forced on Israel by the
voice of antiquity, and the universal consent of all nations, in
all ages and countries ; and the fables concerning idols, and
rites, and customs, and manners of their worshippers, pleased
the imagination of the ignorant and inquisitive,—satisfied the

'sensual,—and quieted the tumultuous agitation of the con-

sciences of the tyrants, oppressors, and profligate.

The progress of idolatry was checked in Israel by the many
signal, and often tremendous, expressions of the holy vigilance
and indignation of Jehovah, whenever itextensively and visibly
ﬁrevaileg among them. One of the most impressive tokens of

is wrath was the withdrawing from them of his aid and
favour, when any of the nations who hated them invaded their
land. By Assyria, Midian, Moab, Ammon, Philistiné, and
other powers, they were successively enslaved. But as soon
as they repented, and returned to God and his worship, they
were uniformly liberated unexpectedly, and usually by means
not adequate to the end, if we judge according to the maxims
of human wisdom, or even by the ordinary arrangements of
Providence in relation to the nations of the world.

The inconsiderateness and perversion of the human mind
were, perhaps, more strikingly exhibited by Israel, than by
any people who possessed equal opportunity to understand and
attain  their best interests. They were truly a foolish and
wicked nation, whose character and lot were peculiarly fitted
to insiruct, warn, and correct the human race. It is remark-
able, thatthe very generation who had most largely experienced
the Divine wisdom in the Divine government by judges,
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should have been the first who deliberately and determined}
desired a king, invested with all the authority and dignity o
the absolute monarchs of the East. .

Samuel's minis:ry appears to have been productive of more
spiritual and temporal good to Israel than any one judge from
the death of Joshua. They were evidently more intensely
desirous of preserving their temporal prosperity than their
spiritual.  For though they abhorred the unholy conduct of
Samuel’s sons, and tlglrerefore wisely refused to accept them for
magistrates, the chief reason of their aversion was, that they
believed them destitute of the qualities essential to militar
commanders. Had they been truly concerned. for the rel-
gious interests of the nation, they would have humbled them-
selves before God, and entreated Samuel to intercede with
him to raise up for them a leader like unto himself, who
would faithfully labour to maintain and establish the reforma-
tion which he ¥md been honoured to effect.  That they saw
no need for such a leader, is manifest from the very language
of their request; for they did not ask him of God, but of
Samuel, and wished him, in order that they might be equal
in power with the nations: “ Now make us a king to judge us,
like the nations” This plainly implied that tgey regarded
the Divine constitution which they had received, not so well
adapted to promote and secure national prosperity as that en-
joyed by the surrounding nations. Thus they showed dis-
loyalty of heart and renounced God for their King. Indeed,
-it is probable that they aseribed all their calamities to
their waut of a king, and not to their own infidelity to Jeho-
vah; and they were probably the more urgent to obtain a
king, from the immediate prospect of war with the Ammon-
ites, who occupied the country east of Gilead.

God testiﬁecf his anger by giving them a king—that is, by
not interposing to prevent them from choosing a king after
their own heart.  Sunch was Suul ; a hero, ambitious of glory,
and bold in war, destitute of religious principle, but zealous
enough to protect and recommend it, as far as he regarded it
suited to aggrandise his family, and extend and establish his
power. He had not the humility necessary to a king of Israel
who was not permitted to act the despot or tyrant, but to con-
sult and obey Jehovah in all things. Solemnly was Saul
warned of the danger to which this kingly spirit exposed him.
Anticipating Israel’s folly in desiring to be governed by kings,
God, by Moses, had distinctly described the dutyof a king. “He
limited his power to that of his deputy to execute his laws,
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ana permitted him not to act as he pleased. He received hs
royal commission from Heaven, and was strictlfy enjoined to
regulate his whole conduct by the sacred book of the law, and
the revelations of God by the high-priests and prophets. Any
act of self-will or disobegience to the dictates of God, the su-
preme and absolute King, exposed the monarchs of Judah
and Israel to certain, and often signal punishment ; Deut. xvii.
14—20; | Sam. viii. 7—22; xiii. 13, 14; 1 Kings xiv. 7—16.
Saul, the first king of Israel, was elected 1096 years B. c.
His pride and public disobedience brought the nation to
the verge of ruin; but God raised up David to save them.
He raised Israél above all other nations, and after a triumph-
ant reign of forty years, left a great people to his wise son.
They were dreaded on every side. Now the tribe of Judah
lay as a lion or lioness, which no nation ventured to rouse up.
_T};e Hebrews were the ruling people, and their empire the
principal monarchy in Western Asia. From the Mediterra-
nean Sea and the Phenicians to the Euphrates, from the river
of Egypt and the Elanitic Gulf to Berytus, Hamath, and
Thapsacus; and towards the east to the Hagarenes on the
Persian Gulf, all were subject to the sway of Solomen. The
Canaanites, indeed, had been neither anmbhilated nor expelled,
but they were obedient and peaceable subjects. Their whole
number might- amount to between 400,000 and 500,000:
since 153,000 were able to render soccage to the king. The
warlike and civilized Philistines, the Edomites, Moabites,
and Ammonites, the nomadic Arabians of the desert, and the
Syrians of Damascus, were all tributary to him. Peace gave
to all his subjects prosperity ; the trade which he introduced
brought wealth into the country, and promoted the arts and
sciences, which then found an active protector in the king,
who was himself distinguished for his learning. The build-
mg of the temple, and of several palaces, introduced foreigr
artists, by whom the Hebrews were instructed. Many for-
eigners, and even sovereign princes, were attracted to Jeru-
salem, in order to see and converse with the prosperous royal
sage. The regular progress of all business, the arrangements
for security from foreign and domestic enemies, the army, the
cavalry, the armories, the chariots, the palaces, the royal
household, the good order in the administration of the affairs
of the empire, and in the service of the court, excited as much
admiration as the wisdom and learning of the viceroy of Je-
hovah. 8o much had been effected by the single influence
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of David, because he scrupulously conformed himself to the
theocracy of the Hebrew state.”

The successors of David maintained not the true glory of
Israel.  Solomon perhaps equalled him in intellectual talents,
and surpassed him in scientific acquirements ; but he had no
correct views or suitable feelings of his positinn as the deputy-
king of Jehovah, nor had he firmness of purpose to act ac-
cording to his knowledge of the sacred laws of his nation.
He was adorned with every excellence which could, upon
the -principles of human wisdom, qualify him to shed the
brightest lustre on the throne of the mightiest empire. And
certainly the worldly glory of the kingﬁom of Israel, in his
day, justly deserved the universal approbation of the wise and
rich and powerful. But the standard of glory, erected by
human wisdom, is always found subversive of the benevolent
designs of the Almighty ; for it has never been, and, we con-
ceive, never can be sustained, except at the expense of the
moral degeneracy of the higher ranks, and the oppression,
poverty, and misery, of all other classes, especially of the in-
dustrious and lower ranks, of the community. The grandeur
and variety of the pleasures of an oriental court require an
immense revenue. And this Solomon could only procure by
violating the laws of his country. This conduct alienated
from him the hearts of the religious; and the -sufferings,
which were produced by excessive taxation, predisposed the
multitude to reject the royal race of David. Solomon’s long
reign was comparatively tranquil ; owing, probably, to the in-
fluence of his father’s name, the vastness of his own power,
and the illusive splendour covering his throne. But even
while encircled with majesty and hononr, the sound of the
approaching storm, ordained to shake to its foundation the
throne of David, was heard in the distance ; and perhaps So-
lomon’s sepulchre was not closed on his lifeless body when
anarchy and tumult inundated the nation. It was torn in
pieces Ky the dexterous policy of Jeroboam, who acquired a
dubious celebrity by founding a new kingdom, and construct-
ing a new system of religion.

His father, Nebat, was dead ; his mother wasa widow 1n
Ephraim. His powerful talents, more than his birth, may
* have procured him the favour of Solomon. "He received the
appointment of governor of the tribes of Ephraim and Manas-
seh. By his office he became extensively known, for the
Ephraimites were numerous.  His power, and the unhappy
state of the country,’ may have led him to show a disposition
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to act independent of Solomon, and excite the jealousy of his
master. lg:it it is more certain that Solomon had learned that
Ahijah had declared to him that he was to be king of the ten
tribes. Believing that his life was in danger, the king im-
mediately souiht Jeroboam’s life, which occasioned his flight
into Egypt, where he remained till Rehoboam ascended the
throne. He then appeared as the patriot of the nation, and
prudently waited till the king had completely destroyed all
hope of relief to the nation. Then he found it easgr to unite
the ten tribes, and prevail on them to form an independent
kingdom, and appoint him king over them. He had now
every opportunity to rule according to the laws of God ; for
he was, by the solemn advice of the prophet to Rehoboam,
left to enjoy his kingdom in peace. But he despised the will
of Heaven, and endeavoured to establish his power by human
policy. He ventured not to establish idol-worship, which
would have probably roused the indignation of the people ; but
he formed a system of image-worship, to prevent his subjects
from intimate fellowship with Judah, at the temple ; and as the
priests were hostile to his scheme, he chose “the lowest,” pro-
perly, a part of the people, not doubtless the least influential
part, for he assuredly would adopt every method to increase
the power of his government. Thus he was the first ruler in
Israel who had established any form of idolatry; and hence
he is often referred to as the author of their apostacy. On ac-
count of his consummate wickedness, the prophets of God
announced to him the utter destruction of his race; and as
signs of this, his most beloved son died, and his own hand
was suddenly paralysed, and miraculously healed ; and, final-
ly, the king was expressed by name who was to expose his
whole system to universal contempt; 1 Kings xi. 26—40;
xii. ; xiiL. ; xiv. 1—20.

Jeroboam had witnessed in Egypt the mighty influence of
idolatry over the multitude, and as the first object of his gov-
ernment was to alienate the ten tribes from Judah, he doubt-

. less saw that nothing was more likely to produce:this than to

present to them a form of religion, which combined all the
apparent advantages which they derived from goingupto sac-
rifice at Jerusalem, with all that could fascinate their senses
and gratify their appetites and passions. To accomplish
these various objects, one cannot, perhaps, conceive any thing
more adapted than the ceremonial of image-worship, which
Jeroboam established, £. c. 975. To the form of worship at
the temple, he added golden statues and splendid temples at
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Dan and Bethel, the extremities of his kingdom. 'To assemble
in these places was much more convenent than to travel to
Jerusalem ; and what could any one, not spiritually enlight-
ened, see or enjoy in the latter city, equal in beauty, solemni-
ty, or social delights, to the scenes exhibited in the foim.er
cities? From this time, the ten tribes were usually denominated
the kingdom of Iszael, and two tribes, Judah and Benjamin,
who continued faithful to the house of David, were called the
kingdom of Judah.

This disjunction of Israel eclipsed the glory of their race.
The decline, of which it was a conspicuous sign, progressed
more or less rapidly, till Israel ceased to be numbered among
the nations. Instead of continuing to unite to witness for the
True God, and to enjoy, as one family, the rich blzssings of
Heaven, they became rival powers ; and, each being zealous
for its own interests, successive wars prevailed between them,
till the ten tribes, who were generally, if not always the ag-
gressors, were conquered and carried into captivity, about two
hundred and fifty-three years from the establishment of theit
kingdom, B. c. 772; and durin% this period noless than nineteen
kings had reigned over Israel. :

Doubtless, their original separation from their brethren was
much deplored by every pious and patriotic Israelite. But it
must have given rise to grateful and adoring reflection on'the
goodness of Providence in future ages, for the greater number
of the subjects of the Israelitish kingdom proved themselves
wholly disqualified to fulfil the great work for which God
had cKosen their fathers, and exalted them above all nations.
“Individuals among them, indeed, continued to fear and con-
fess the True God, soas to risk their all for his honour ; for
their adherence to his institutions brought on them a charge
of disloyalty and treachery. The wmajority persevered in
image-worship, and gradually imported the idols of the sur-
rounding nations. - Nor did they thus apostatise from God in
conseqaence of prevailing ignorance. For notwithstanding
their rebellion against his government, and their contempt for
the noble example of fidelity to him occasionally presented to
them by Judah, he suffered long with them, and sent them
faithful prophets, such as Jonah, Elijjah, Elisha, Amos, and
Moses, who braved every danger from the hatred and malice
of the royal and priestly power, to reclaim them from error.
rescue them from present misery, and save them from impend-
ing, total, and irretrievable ruin,—uot one’ of their kings, nor
anparently any of their great men,ever repented and returned
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to the pure worship of God.  They formed the closest alliances
with idolatrous kingdoms; and some of them put forth their
energies to destroy Judah, and, with that kingdom, to extirpate
the true reljgion from the earth.

Ahaz exceeded all his predecessors in wickedness ; and un-
der the influence of his idolatrous queen, the worship of
strange gods became universal. Jehu produced a temperary
reform; but the nation was not reclaimed. They ceased to
be witnesses for the True God, and therefore their destruction
was inevitable. 1

During the period of the long-suffering of Jehovah towards
the kings of Israel and Judah, several events transpired strik-
ingly iHustrative of the holiness and justice of his administra-
tion. From the relative position and connexion of these king:
doms, some of these events strongly and almost equally affected
hoth kingdoms:

To obtain as distinct an apprehension as possible of those
events, we shall first advert to-those which appear to have had
the greatest influence on the destiny of the Ten Tribes. Jero-
boam was fully occupied all his reign in the employment of
every means which he conceived suited to secure his king:
dom against any attack from Judah. Many of his subjects
abhorred the idolatrous system which his crooked policy im-
posed on them. All the tribe of Levi wheo resided in the
regions seized by Jeroboam, with multitudes belonging to
other tribes, fled to their brethren in Judah, and greatly aung-
mented the power of Rehoboam; 2 Chron. xi. 13—17. In
eonsequence of the increased population and strength of the
kingdom of Judah, Abijah the son and successor of Reho-
boam believed himself sufficiently powerful to recover the
revolted tribes. Accordingly he commenced his reign by
leading an immense army against Jeroboam. Though he
failed m his object, yet by a complete victory, in which half
a million of the Ten Tri{es were slain, the power of Jero-
boam was broken, and his son and successor, and all his fa-
mily, were put to death by Baasha, an Issacharite, who took
possession of the throne of Israel. = This usurper supported
the state religion of Jeroboam, and left the faithful no hope
of reformation, which induced a great number of the Israel-
ites to join their brethren in Judah, who were happy under
the pious king Asa. Contentions for the throne, anarchy,
and tumults prevailed several years in Israel, till Omri, one
of the generals, overcame every competitor, and built for his
capital the beautiful and strong city of Samaria. His son
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Ahab apparently strengthened his kingdom by marrying
Jezebel, the infamous daughter of the king of Zidon. Com-
pletely governed by her, he sold himself to commit all .ini-
quity. He introduced the most abominable form of idol
worship, trampled on the liberty, and disregarded the welfare
of the people. In his reign the most wonderful condescen-
sion and boundless power of God were manifested by the
ministry of the great reformer Eljah the prophet ; and 1t was
doubtless for the confirmation of his mission that God granted
Ahab a most uhexpected and great victory over Syria, and
afterwards a still more signal deliverance to his people, by
relieving them at once from famine and the overwhelming
power of the Syrians, who besieged Samaria; but instead of
acknowledging the True God, he meanly sought the friend-
ship of the defeated and idolatrous king. ~This was followed
by the murder of righteous Naboth, who was condemned
under the most hypocritical form of piety and justice ever
exhibited in any nation. This brought his affairs in relation
to God, who claimed the especial sovereignty of Israel as well
as Judah, to a crisis ; Jehovah immediately commissioned Eli-
jah to predict the most tremendous judgment on Ahab and
his house. The king, deeply affected, gave public evidence
of repentance of his sin ; and this gave occasion to the mani-
festation of Jehovah's love and righteousness, and delight to
exercise long-suffering and mercy ; for, notwithstanding the
defective nature of Ahab’s penitence, the extreme degragation
and misery threatened were not inflicted in his day. The
awful words of Elijah were literally and fearfully confirmed
b¥ the fierce and sanguinary Jehu, who ascended the throne
of Israel through the blood of his sovereign and of all the
royal race, and of forty princes of the kingdom of Judah.
Notwithstanding ‘the imperfection of Jehu's reformation,
the righteous Sovereign of Israel and Judah publicly declared
that it was His pleasure that the usurper should possess: the
throne of Israerto the fourth generation. Jehu's grandson,
Jeroboam II. more than restored the kingdom to its pristine
glory. He was stimulated to all that was good by the pro-
phets Jonah and Hosea. He captured Damascus and Ham-
ath, and acquired all the regions which Israel had formerly
possessed, east of the Jordan, from Hamath to the Dead Sea.
The decline of Tsrael was rapid from the succession of Zecha-
riah, son of Jeroboam, to the throne. He was assassinated
by Shallum, a servant in the palace, who, after reigning one
month, was-slain by Menahem, the commander of the troops
VOL. L
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in the metropolis. He ascended the throne B. 0. 772 About
this time the power of Assyria became conspicuous in the
East. Pul, its sovereign, invaded Israel, but Menahem paci
fied him by a present of one thousand talents of silver, which
he compelled his subjects to furnish him. He reigned in
peace eﬁaven years. His crown passed to his son, Pekaliah,
who was murdered and succeeded by Pekah, the general of

his army. Damascus had cast off the ;yoke of Israel, and,

with Rezin, its sovereign, Pekah entered into an'alliance
avowedly in erder to conquer Judah. This alliance eventu
ally occasioned the ruin of its authors and their kingdoms:
Tiglath-Pileser, the successor of Pul in Assyria, marched, at
the head of an army through Syria,and forced Rezin to re-
main at home to defend his own kingdom. The Assyrian
monarch then advanced into the kingdom of Israel, laid waste
its northern division, and carried captive the tribe of Naphtali.
This was followed by a conspiracy against Pekah, conducted
by Hoshea, who seized the kingdom,and attempted to save
Israel from Assyrian slavery by an alliance with Egypt, whe
was, at that time, the rival of Assyria for the sovereignty of
the East. ‘This brought Shalmanezer, the successor of Tig-
lath-Pileser, into the kingdom of the Ten Tribes. His army
spread indescribable desolation everywhere; and, after a siege
of three years, he captured Samaria, and carried captive alk
the Israelites who had not fled and who survived the horrors
and ravages of this sanguinary invasion. Thus was accem-
plished, mn the sixth year of the reign of Hezekiah, king of
Judah, the many predictions of the total destruction of the
apostate tribes of Israel. From this time their existence as a
nation ceased ; and their very residence no one has been able
distinctly to ascertain for ages past. . All those who are uni-
versally acknowledged to belong to the race of Jacob claim
to be the descendants of Judah. it

"The moral aspect of the principal events which befell Judah
from the time of the revelt of the Ten Tribes were, if possi-
ble, more instructive than those which we have noticed re-
specting. Israel. The perfect separation of the Ten Tribes
from the house of David was certainly a strong expression
of the displeasure of Jehovah with that house; but he with-
drew not his favour from Judah. He, nevertheless, subjected
them to severe discipline. Rehoboam imitated not the vir-
tues. but the vanities and vices of his distinguished father,
and provoked the wrath of Jehovah, who employed the grow-
ing power of Egypt to inflict en him terrible punishment.
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Shishak, its sovereign, perhaps stimulated by Jeroboam, to
whom he had given an asylum, invaded Judah, captured Je-
rusalem, about three years after the revolt of Israel, and did
not return till he had procured the wealth of the kingdom
and the immense riches of the temple ; in so much that Re-
hoboam had to substitute for its golden shields and vessels
similar articles of baser materials. In consequence of his
public repentance and reformation, which were imitated by
his people, God preserved the peace of the kingdom fiftcen
years, at which time Abijah sueceeded his father; and not-
withstanding his defective fidelity to the invisible king of Ju-
dah, he was honoured in humbling Jeroboam, the proud and
idolatrous king of Israel. He reigned only three years, and
gave place to his illustrious sen, Asa, who, during the long
reign of forty-one years, governed his people, on the whole,
as became a deputy of Jehovah. He puriﬁe(i the kingdom
from idolatry, repaired and increased the number of the for-
tresses, and raised an army of five hundred and eight thou-
sand men. His greatness awakened the envy or cupidity of
Zerah, king of the Ethiopians or Cushites. If by these are
to be understood the inhabitants of the country of Africa, bor-
dering on Egypt, Zerah must have reduced the latter king-
dom, for how otherwise can we suppose that he could have
passed through it, as he must have done before marching into
Palestine. But he may have ruled over the Cushites, who
possessed the Asiatic coasts of the Red Sea, which still con-
tinued one of the principal seats of commerce. Be this as it
may, his vast army, consisting of numerous war chariots and
a millien of footmen, were totally routed at Mareshah, in the
south of Judah ; and their rich spoils graced the triumphant
return of Asa to Jerusalem. This pious king shaded the
glory of his last days By bribing Benhadad, the king of Syria,
to attack Baasha, king of Israel, who harassed Judah, proba-
-bly because Asa protected the multitude of the Israelites, who
sought in that age to dwell under the shadow of the house of
David; 2 Chron. xv. 8, 9.

Jehoshaphat surpassed his father Asa in piety, and espe-
cially in his unparalleled labours to educate and establish the
whofc community in the true religion. The most obvious
and astonishing proofs of the Divine favour for him were
witnessed in the sudden destruction of the immense army of
the races of Moab, Ammon, and other nations, which unex-
pectedly arrived about thirty miles from the metropolis. Panic- -
struck in the night season, they rose against one another,
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and were almost consumed before morning. ‘t'hree days
were spent by the army of Jehosaphat in gathering the spoil,
on account of which they named the place: of the encamp-
ment, near Engedi, Berachah, “the blessing,” 2 Chron. xx.
20—30. Inattention to the Divine law, which denounced
marriage with idolators, or ambition of family aggrandise-
ment, proved a fatal snare to this good king. He married
his son and heir, Jehoram, to Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab
and Jezebel He may have been seduced to make this alli-
ance when he witnessed Ahab’s repentance. Disastrous were
the results of this error, not only to the house of David, but
also to the whole nation.

Under Jehoram, the inhabitants of Judah appeared united,
as became the subjects of one king. Jehoram surrendered
himself to the guidance of his wife, who was animated by the
diabolical spirit of her mother Jezebel.  The court patronised
idolatry in all its most sensual and licentious forms; and Ju-
dah, if possible, ekceeded Israel in every species of supersti-
tion and wickedness. The weak and wicked king slew all
his brethren. The glorious works of Asa and Jehoshaphat
were destroyed by their worthless son. The Edomites cast
off his yoke; and the Philistines and Arabians overrun Judea,
spoiled the capital, and carried away the wives and all the
cﬂildren of the sovereign, except Jchoahaz, the youngest, per-
haps the same called Ahaziah. He succeeded to the throne
when his father died, after enduring two years one of the
most tedious, tormenting, and repulsive diseases which attack
the human frame.

The power of sovereignty was conferred on Ahaziah, but
the exercise of it was completely directed by his mother ; and,
by consequence, all the unholy and idolatrous practices and
customs characterising the preceding reign, continued to pre-
vail; and the closest alliance was formed between Israel and
Judah. Jehoram, king of Israel, taking advantage of this fa-
vourable circumstance, determined to recapture Ramoth-
Gilead from the Syrians. This city, situated in the moun-
tains of Gilead, was strong, and who ever possessed it could,
without much difficulty, give law to Israel. Jehoram and
Ahaziah, with their combined forces, obtained possession of
it; but the former was wounded during the seige. Com
mutting the city to the care of Jehu, his ablest general, he re-
turned to Jezreel. Jehu soon contrived to dethrone his mas-
ter. He was joined by the chief officers of his army. Leav-
ing a garrison in the city, they hastily marched to Jezreel,
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and put to a barbarous death the whole family of Ahab.
Ahaziah, king of Judah, witnessed the scene, and fled. The
party of Jehu pursued him, and though he escaped, yet he
was fatally wounded, and died before he reached Megiddo, a
city of Manasseh. He left only one son, named Jehoash, or
Joash, seven years of age, who, in a few days, remained the
last branch of the root of Jesse.

No child was ever exposed to more violent or powerful ene-
mies. Jehu certainly desired his death, for he appears to
have aspired to the crown of Judah, as well as that of Israel.
What other motive could have impelled him to attempt the
murder of Ahaziah,and actually slay forty-two of his princes?
But the mother of the child was his most dangerous and im-
placable” enemy. Athaliah probablK believed that idolatry
could never be permanently established, and the worship of
the True God extirpated in Judah, while any one of the race
of David lived. Her enmity to the True God, and her pas-
sion for the idols of her native city, could only be appeased b
the blood of her only son. It was most probably at her insti-
gation, that her husband had drenched his hands in the blood
of his brothers ; and he was no sooner dead than she mur-
dered, as she supposed, all the “seed royal.” But not less
vain than wicked are the purposes which have for their object
to subvert the counsels and invglidate the promises of the Al-
mighty. Divine Providence saved Joash. His father’s sister
had secretly conveyed him to the temple, and she had ample
means to conceal him in the sacred edifice ; for her husband,
Jehoiada, was the high-priest. He was eminent for his know-
ledge and reverence for God and his law ; and had the hap-
Finess of prevailing on the child to submit himself to all the
aws prescribed by Moses to direct the conduct of a king of
the chosen people. Imagining that no one remained to c%aim
the throne, Athaliah reigned six years, the patroness of idol-
priests, the avowed enemy of the pure worship of God, the
protector of her priest, in profaning the holy temple. = Every
preparation being secretly made to raise the child to the
throne, it was only the voice of exultation of an emancipated
Eeople that warned Athaliah that her reign was finished, and

er immediate death inevitable ; a solemn warning that as-
surance of safety in a course of iniquity is delusion.

While Jehoiada lived, Joash imitated the example of his
most pious ancestors, and the nation prospered. But zeal for
idol-worship was repressed, not extinguished. On the death
of the high-priest, who had exercised all the functions of first
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servant of the crown and chief counsellor of the sovereign,
the chiefs of Judah persuaded Joash to restore idolatry, and
persecute the faithful worshippers of God, 2 Chron. xxiv. 17,
18. His apostacy and extreme callousness of heart were aw-
fully manifested by the murder of the faithful Zechariah, son
of Jehoiada, the preserver of the murderer. He and his sedu-
cers were speedily punished. Hazael, the sanguinary king
of Syria, desolated Israel, and invaded Judah with a small
army, “destroyed all the princes, and seized their wealth.”!
To prevent entire ruin, the king, who was suffering under
grievous diseases, “took all the hallowed things that Jehosh-
aphat and Jehoram, and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah,
had dedicated, and his own hallowed things, and all the gold
that was found in the treasures of the house of the Lord, and
in the king’s house, and sent it to Hazael king of Syria: and
he went away from Jerusalem.” While Joash lay on his
couch, his servants, by whose solicitations he had probably
subverted all the reformation effected in his early days, in-
stead of sympathising with his sorrow, put an end to his life.
His son Amaziah, in his twenty-fifth year, ascended the
throne. This prince, like his father, began his reign well,
and received proof of the Divine approbation, by a signal vie-
tory over the Idumeans. But he soon became unfaithful to
Jehovah, and nothing prospered in his hand. Joash, the
grandson of Jehu, king of Israel, defeated the army of Ama-
ziah, took him prisoner, demolished part of the wall of Jeru-
salem, and only liberated the king, and retired after “ he had
taken all the gold and silver, and all the vessels that were
found in the house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the
king’s house, and hostages, and returned to Samaria.” The
ransomed king survived his disgrace fifteen years, but did
nothing worthy of record, and his life was terminated inglo-
riously by a band of traitors. He was succeeded by his justly
renowned son, Azariah, better known by the name of Uzziah.
This monarch acted worthy of an heir of David’s throne.
He was, however, more emment in the arts of war, agricul-
ture, and architecture, than in the practice of religion. He
restored his kingdom to a very high rank in the East. God
“strengthened him exceedingly.” His latter days were never-
theless clouded ; for, probably, believing that his royal digni-
ty was defective, without power of offering sacrifice, which
heathen kings possessed, he presumptuously assumed the
office of priest. This was a public violation of one of the first
laws of the nation; and conspicuous and humbling was the
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ﬂmishment instantly inflicted by the supreme and invisible .

ing. Uzziah was seized by incurable leprosy, and was
shut up, all his future days, in a palace reared apart from
society.

His son and successor Jotham imitated his father's excel-
lencies, and became mighti during a reign of sixteen yeats.
Ahaz, his son, entered on his reign in apparently favourable
circumstances; the cities were multiplied and the fortifications
strong. The people, however, continued to degenerate ; idola-
trous rites were observed, and immorality prevailed. Ahaz
conformed to the manners of the nation, and the storm of Di-
vine vengeance seemed about to destroy the kingdom of Ju-
dah. This was the avowed object of a league recently made

“between the kings of Israel and Syria. God had compassion
on Judah from respect to the covenant made with their fathers.
Their enemies in vain attempted the conquest of Jerusalem,
but they inflicted dreadful calamities on the country. Ahaz,
instead of renouncing superstition and licentiousness, and im-
ploring pardon and assistance from the Lord, gave himself
up to the most barbarous practices of idolatry, and procured
the alliance of Assyria, at a vast expense, and substituted the
symbols of Assyrian superstition fI())r those Divinely estab-
hshed in the holy temple. * Thus he demoralised his people,
and weakened his kingdom, which was only saved from total
destruction by the Divine mercy conferred on his son Heze-
kiah.

This pious prince ascended the throne of Judah about six
years before the captivity of the Ten Tribes. He was sue-
cessful in obtaining one of the most remarkable revivals of re-
ligion which had been witnessed from the days of Joshua,
and the strength of his kingdom was exceedingly increased
by the multitudes among the Ten 'I'ribes who were recon-
ciled to Judah, and joined in the great festivals at Jerusalem.
Hoshea, king of Israel, had evidently granted entire religious
toleration, either from a secret love of the laws of Moses or
entire indifference to idolatry.  He not only permitted his
people to go up to Jerusalem, but did not prevent the servants
of Hezekiah from removing every relic of idolatry in several
places in the kingdom of Israel; 2 Chron. xxx. 1,10, 11;
xxxi. 1.

Hezekiah having restored order in Judah, exerted all his
energies to procure the independence and maintain the
honour of his kingdom. Being successful in recovering from
the Philistines more than they had taken from Judah i the
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reign of his father, he declined to send the tribute which the
king of Syria demanded ; but, threatened by Sennacherib
the new king of Assyria, whose warlike powers were known
and dreaded, he stripped the temple of its ornaments, and im-
paired his treasury to pacify the indignant monarch. His
submission was of no avail, and nothing remained but to for-
tify Jerusalem and trust in Jehovah. He was encouraged
thus to act by the faithful prophets, especially by Isaiah, and
he was miraculously delivered. The overthrow of the As-
syrians was complete, and no event in the history of the race
of Israel more 1illustriously displayed that they were under
the thspecial protection of the supreme Ruler in heaven and
eaith.

After a reign of twenty-nine years, Hezekiah died, leaving
a happy and prosperous people to the care of his son Manas-
seh, who was only twelve years of age. This unhappy
youth was most probably seduced, as Joash had been, by
wicked counsellors. He became the most depraved of all the
race of David, and the most cruel tyrant that ever occupied a
throne. Enthusiastically devoted to idols, he sacrificed to
them his family and the faithful worshippers of God, and
filled Jerusalem with their blood. When he had reigned
twenty-two years, his countr%wa's invaded by Esar-Haddon,
who carried him captive to Babylon. Then Divine mercgv
visited him ; his humble and contrite prayers were heard,
and he was liberated and restored to his throne. “ From the
greatest sinner he became the greatest penitent, and from the
bloodiest tyrant one of the best of kings.” * He zealously pro-
moted true religion and the welfare of his people; he reigned
fifty-five years, and was succeeded by his unworthy son Amon,
who was killed by his chief officers. ~ The citizens of Jerusa-
lem inflicted on the conspirators just punishment, and raised
his son Josiah to the throne.

This prince was only eight years old when he began to
reign, and in his twelfth year he appears to have actively
engaged in the administration of his kingdom. But from
his eighth year, (the year of his father’s death,) he had
feared and served the God of his fathers, and to honour him
was evidently the principal object of his life. ~His grand-
father’s labours, in the last and happy period of his life, to
subvert the idolatry he had spent his life to establish, were, it
is most probable, comparatively fruitless; for it is scarcely
credible that, had he succeeded to persuade all ranks to re-
nounce idolatry, they could have lapsed, during the short
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and eventful reign of his son Amon, into that frightfut state
of superstition and wickedness from which Josiah attempted
to rescue them. In personal religion this prince appears to
have excelled all his ancestors; and in fidelity to Jehovah,
‘whose deputy he was, he was equal, if not superior to his
father David, “the man according to God’s heart” - He had
his reward ; for Judah enjoyed profound peace and uninter-
rupted prosperity till the thirty-first year of his reign. As-
sisted by ministers animated by a kindred spirit, and en-
couraged by the faithful prophets Jeremiah and Zephaniah
and the prophetess Huldah, Josiah was honoured to accom-
plish a reformation the most perfect conceivable, to the
utmost extent at least which human means and efforts could
effect. Hence we may see the Divine propriety in makin§
his name and work the subject of prediction in the days o

Jeroboam, more than three hundred years before he was born ;
1 Kings xiii. 2.

In his time Babylon and Egypt contended for the (fosses-
sion of Syria, if not for universal empire. Egypt had been
long celegrated; and its present sovereign Necho was one of.
the most distinguished of its kings, as a warrior and con-
queror. Babylon was ruled by an able prince, who had
already extended his dominion over many countries. Prob-
ably Judah had been tributary to his kingdom from the time
of Manasseh. And, on this account, Josiah may have con-
sidered it his duty and the interest of his country to oppose
Necho, when ke rarched from Egypt to conquer Carche:
mish, supposed to be the ancient Circesium and the modern
Kirkesieh. = This was a strongly fortified city on the Euphra-
tes, and the defence of Syria on its eastern frontier. The
most solemn assurances of Necho that he had no design of
attacking Judah, were insufficient to induce Josiah to live in

eace. He led his troops against the Egyptians, was de-
eated at Megilds, anl wortwly wounded. On reaching
Jerusalem he died, exceedingly lamented by all his people;
and with him vanished the last rays of the sun whose light
had long cheered the house of David.

It is plain from the books of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Zepha-
niah, that the reformation by Josiah was, in respect of the
community in general, and especially of the chief men,
merely external and saperficial. = In heart they remained the
abject votaries of idolatry, and were only restrained by the
authority and power of government from every species of
immorality and impurity. Hence the king was no sooner
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buried than the fountain of iniquity overflowed the land.
Anarchy, strife, and contention reigned; and an unprinci-
pled faction set aside the heir, and raised to the throne the

ounger brother, Jehoahaz, a young man after their own
Keart He had reigned only three months when Necho,
having captured Carchemish, returned through Syria, and
summoned Jehoahaz to meet him in Hamath, where he made
him prisoner, and intrusted the government to his elder
brother Eliakim, whom he named Jehoiakim. This prince,
l])ay accepting the dignity and the new name from the king of

gypt, confessed himself his tributary; and as such, pre-
sented him an hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold,
which he compelled the people to furnish. His brother was
carried a chained captive into Egypt, where he died ; and
Jehoiakim submitted to Egypt eight years. . At that period
he acknowledged the superiority of Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon, the founder of the first of the four great empires
of prophecy. Three years later he revolted from Babylon,
probably at the suggestion of Egypt. Nebuchadnezzar
speedily conquered all the surrounding nations, the hered-
itary enemies of Israel, and found them more than willing to
Join the Chaldeans and Syrians, to reduce Judah to slavery.
The united army laid waste the whole land, took possession
of Jerusalem, and threw the king in chains. Nebuchad-
nezzar proposed to carry him to Babylon ; but according to
Josephus, he was put to death, or died suddenly before the
departure of the Babylonians, when they probably undesign-
edly fulfilled the prediction by Jeremiah, that his body would
be exposed to the beasts of the earth and the fowls of heaven,
and buried in Jerusalem.

The enemy spoiled the city and ‘temple of all its riches,
made captive above three thousand of the young nobles
most admired for their personal beauty and mental and ph{rs-
ical accomplishments, and -appointed Jehoiachin, called also
Coniah, son of Jehoiakim, king, on condition of an annual
tribute. Nebuchadnezzar adhered to this arrangement only
three months. He returned to Jerusalem ; and was met on
his approach by the king and his court. = They were made
prisoners, and the city was again sacked ; all’ were seized
for slaves who were most distinguished for intelligence, or
for knowledge of the most useful or ornamental arts; the
former were about ten thousand, and the latter one thousand.
These with the king and his ministers were removed to
Babylon. The government was now committed by Nebu-
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¢hadnezzar to Mattaniah, whom he named Zedekiah, one
of the sons of Josiah, and consequently uncle of Jehoiachin.
This prince was certainly disposed to maintain his fidelity
to Babylon, and to this he was strongly urged by Jeremiah
the prophet, as indispensable to the permanence of the dynast
of David, and preservation of the nation from a slavery o
seventy years duration. But almost all whom the kin
chose for counsellors and companions were ignorant, prout%
and selfsufficient. They boasted that they anne were true
patriots, who sought the independence of Judah, and that
they must prosper, for God would never suffer his holy city
andy temple to be destroyed. The prophet and all who
reverenced God and trembled at his word, were regarded
and treated as the traitors of their country. The king, if
not wicked, was weak and irresolute ; and was at last seduced
by the specious reasonings of his real or pretended friends,
and the deceitful promises of the ambassa«i)ors from Egypt,
Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Sidon; Jer. xxvii. 3.
They prevailed on him to enter into a league with them
against Babylon. He declined sending the usual tribute;
and in the ninth year of - his reign, iis land was again
covered by the army of Nebuchadnezzar, who found the city
strongly fortified ; and, notwithstanding his vast resources
he had no alternative but to veturn, or, by a tedious siege,
compel submission by famine or assault. For some time the
besieged cherished the hope of aid from their allies. And
their delusive expectations were, for a moment, flattered by
the rumour of the approach of an army from Egypt. The
Babylonians raised the siege, and marched to repel them ;
but %haraoh-Hophra, called also Apries, king of Egypt, soon
retired into his own kingdom, and the siege was renewed
and prosecuted with vigour. It was commenced on the very
day predicted by Ezekiel, who lived hundreds of miles dis-
tant; and in the eleventh year of Zedekiah's reign, in the
ninth day of the fourth month, . c. 588, the city was broken
up, and the king and court arrested in their flight; Ezek.
xxiv. 1,2; 2 Kings xxv. 1—4.; Jer. lii. 4—7. Then fol-
lowed the vengeance of the enraged conqueror ; and the fire
of Divine jealousy and justice sent forth its flames on eve
side; for the long-suffering of Jehovah had come to an end.
The city was given up to pillage ; no compassion was shown
for the rich or poor, the oﬁl or young, the mother or infant;
2 Chron. xxxvi. 17; Psa. cxxxvii. 8, 9. Every thing val-
aable in the temple and city was seized ; and the whole set
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on fire. All was one scene of desolation, carnage, and blood.
The royal family and the king's ministers were carried to
Riblah, a strong city of Syria, in the district of Hamath, on
the road to Mesopotamia. There they were condemned as
rebels, and put to death. The greatest indignity was previ-
ously inflicted on Zedekiah, by depriving him of sight, ac-
cording to the prophetic warning which he had despised;
Jer. lii. 8—11. The whole nation were reduced to slavery,
and carried away into Babylon, with the exception of the
poorest of the people, who were committed to the care of
Gedaliah, son of Ahikam, Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch,
his friend and companion in the service of the God of Israel

A number of all ranks seem to have escaped falling into
the hands of the Babylonians. These fled to the neighbour-
ing regions; and after the departure of the Babylonians, a
considerable company returned into the land under Ishmael,
one of the princes of the royal race. All the admonitions of
Jeremiah to submit to Babylon, as the just punishment of
their sins, and all the sufferings endured in consequence of
their disobedience to the Divine oracles by the prophet, had
produced no salutary change on Ishmael and his party. lma-
gining that to him, in absence of the royal family, belonged
the exclusive right to rule the people, he viewed with envy
and indignation the exaltation of Gedaliah. Revenge raged
in his bosom, and, by the most consummate. hypocrisy, he
deceived the pious and unsuspicious ruler. Invited by him
to a feast, Ishmael and his party slaughtered Gedaliah, and
all the Jews and Chaldeans who were his guests. By simi-
lar duplicity he imposed on a large company assembled from
various quarters to worship God with Gedaliah, in Mizpah.
There he slew them, and cast their bodies into a large pit in
the vicinity, Jer. xli. The king’s daughters, and all the peo-
ple remaining in the city, he carried away captive, and pro-
ceeded to the country of the Ammonites. Pursued by one of
the chiefs whom Gedaliah had appointed to rule over the va-
rious districts, and by the captains of the forces left by the
Chaldeans to protect the inhabitants, he was deserted by all,
except eight men, who, with him, found safety with the king
of Ammon.

The poor Israelites, dreading that the Chaldeans would
take vengeance on them for Ishmael's contempt of their sov-
ereign’s authority, left Mizpah, and halted at Chimham, near
Bethlehem, purposing to proceed to Egypt. Jehovah, by Jer-
emiah, declared that he would preserve them in their own
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land; but that, if they entered Egypt, he would utterly de-

stroy them. The leaders first pledged themselves to obey
the word of the Lord ; but they soon lost courage, and basely
accused the prophet of announcing falsehood in the name of
God ; and persuaded the people, and even forced Jeremiah
and all who believed his word, to follow them into Egypt.
The prophetic warning was speedily verified. Nebuchad-
nezzar conquered the king of Egypt, slew multitudes, and
carried still more into captivity. Among the latter, Josephus
particularly mentions the Jews who sojourned in that country.
Thus were fulfilled the many predictions of the captivity of
the kingdom of Judah, and the complete desolation of the
Holy Land. Seventy years it remained almost wholly uncul-
tivated ; and nearly as long it was traversed at pleasure
by the Arabs, or occupied by the enemies of its native pop-
ulation.

While, however, Jehovah executed justice on his chosen
people, and made them drink the cup full of his holy jeal-
ousy and fierce indignation, he showed great mercy to those
of them who continued to fear his great and glorious name.
These are usually denominated by the prophets, “the rem-
nant;” and are described as consisting chiefly of those who
were carried captive at the times of the first invasions of
Judah by the Babylonians, previously to the destruction of
the city and temple. To this remnant all the Divine pro’
mises are addressed. While some of them were illustrious
by their rank, or respected for their knowledge and wis-
dom, they all appear to have excelled in moral excellence
and enlightened devotion; and the names of some of them
stand high in the register of the most eminent men who ever
adorned their own nation, and these are, confessedly, the first
in the world in relation to true religion. Such were Ezekiel,
Daniel, and his companions. During the captivity, others,
admired for every excellence, were raised up to invigorate
the faith, confirm the hope, and cherish the devotion of their
feeble-minded brethiren. ~ These were the associates or genu-
ine successors of “the remnant,” beloved by the God of their
fathers. Though nominally slaves, yet their influence was
almost boundless over those who considered themselves
their masters and proprietors. This is obvious to all who
have attentively perused their history. But who can con-
ceive the power which they must have had over the opinions
and conduct of their own brethren, who were less esteemed,
and many of them, doubtless, exceedingly oppressed by tyran-

VOL. 1. 5




&

50 THE RISE, DECLINE, AND CAPTIVITY OF ISRAEL.

nical masters or rulers? To this may most probably be as-
cribed, in a great degree, the marvellous change on the Jews,
from the time of their exile, in respect of idolatry. The
zeal for the worship of the True God, and abhorrence of
idol and image-worship, exemplified by the Jews, who were
honoured in the Babylonian and Persian courts, became uni-
versal and most prominent traits in the character of all the
Jews.

In every place of their exile, they publicly turned from
idols to serve the Living and True God. That the Babylo-
nians were struck with the pathos and fervour of their devo-
tion, seems plain from their urgent request to be entertained
by their songs. But it is not probable that, enthusiastic vota-
ries as they were to their idols, they did not often persecute
the Jews on account of their religion. But it is possible that
the Jews were permitted to worship God according to their
own laws after the exaltation of Daniel, and the miracles
wrought for his deliverance, and that of his faithful associates:
Indeed it would seem that the first exiles were not treated as
slaves, but rather as colonists, subjected in general to the laws
of the empire, but allowed to retain the forms and customs of
social life, which characterised their nation. This opinion is

“countenanced by the notice of Ezekiel assembling around him

the elders of the colony settled on the banks of the Chebar.
Other communities of the Jews may have been so favoured,
through the influence of their honoured brethren in the me-
tropolis, that they may have exhibited in the land of their ex-
ile their religion, and the mode of social life to which they
had been accustomed from age to age. That, however, they
were exposed occasionally, in some places, to the most cruel
and inquting treatment, no one can doubt, who regards the
book of “the Lamentations of Jeremiah” as an inspired re-
cord. Divine mercy sustained them, and, at the proper time,
heard their groans and prayers, and sent them an unexpected,
long desired, and great deliverance, by the agency of Cyrus,
according to the word proclaimed by Isaiah, many genera-
tions before the birth of the conqueror.




CHAPTER 111

STATE OF THE JEWS IN THE REIGN OF ARTAXERXE
LONGIMANTUS. . .

No events in the history of the true religion, from the times
of David, king of Israel, to the final dispersion of that people,
were of more importance than their captivity in Babylon and
their restoration to their own land. The former was the
darkest night that had ever descended on the true worship-
pers of God, and threatened to extinguish their brightest hopes
for time and eternity; the latter threw an effulgence of light
on all the great zmdy precious promises of ‘salvation to all na-
tions, and exposed to their full view the solid and stable foun-
dations of their faith and hope in Him whom they fervently
loved and earnestly expected. And hence may be discerned
the Divine propriety in the conspicuous and extensive place
given in the prophecies to the captivity and restoration of Is-
rael. These events were repeatedly predicted by Moses and

“all the prophets. When the impenitence and unbelief of the

chosen people rendered their exile inevitable, and hastened
on that awful calamity, God showed his wisdom and rich
mercy to his faithful ones by announcing to them the precise
duration of their sufferings, and ' imparting to them numerous
promises of deliverance. Jeremiah was commissioned to de-
clare that the captivity would terminate at the expiry of
“seventy years;” and to express strongly his belietP in the
truth of the prophetic word, he obeyed the Divine command
to purchase a portion of the fand which was to be immediately
seized by strangers. By comparing his predictions with the
registers of the Persian court, Daniel, in answer to prayer,
was enabled to ascertain that his people were assuredly to be
restored about the time of Darius the K/Iede ; and the accuracy
of his knowledge was speedily confirmed ; for in less than
two years' Cyrus granted to alf,lsrael liberty to return to the
Holy Land, and to build Jerusalem and the temple. By con-
sequence the beginning of the captivity must have been about

.
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seventy years earlier than that period. And this number of
years, according to the computation of the most learned chro-
nologists, exactly corresponds with the interval which elapsed
from the fourth year of Jehoiakim, when all the Jews, who
were eminent for rank, talents, or usefulness, were carried
away to Babylon, until the first year of Cyrus. By some
writers, however, the “seventy years” are calculated from
the burning of the temple by I)\,Ie{uchaduezzar to the dedica-
tion of the second temple, finished by Nehemiah ; the interval
between which comprised neither more nor less than the num-
ber of years fixed by prophecy. Those who can appreciate
a narrative of the trials and difficulties, encouragements and
final success of Israel, in their labours to re-organize and
establish their nation, will find it in the books of Ezra, Ne-
hemiah, Haggai, and Zechariah. Their records, equally in-
imitable for their simplicity and truth, never fail to produce a
delightful, salutary, and lasting impression on every enlight-
ened and candid mind. It would be foreign to our object to
insert them entire ; a particular enumeration of the facts which
they contain would, most probably, impart little pleasure to
the reader of this work. We shaﬁ merely advert to the state
of the Jews in the time of Nehemiah.

Malachi, the last inspired writer of the Old Testament,
wrote after the restoration of the temple, for he distinetly re-
fers to its service. While he ministered, the Jews had a gov-
ernor, and consequently he must have been contemporary
with Nehemiah, the last governor of the city, and the chief
instrument in restoring the original constitution of Moses.
He was governor many years, and most zealously and disin-
terestedly promoted the ‘welfare of the people. He imposed
on them no tribute, at least for his own support; and, from
the liberal grants of Artaxerxes Longimanus, the then king
of Persia, to him, and Ezra his predecessor in office, for the
restoration of the city and temple, and its service, the tribute,
if any was required by Persia, must have been trifling. ~ This
monarch was distinguished, during his long reign of more
than forty years, by his patronage of the Jews in their own
land, and in every part of the empire ; a remarkable circum
stance, which some ascribe to the influence of Esther the
Jewess, whom they suppose to have been his wife. = It is,
however, more certain that he authorised Nehemiah to re-
establish the entire laws of Moses, and to call in the power of
the Persian governors of all the districts west of the Euphrates,
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