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FRAGMENTS OF TRUTH

CHAPTER ONE
PSYCHIC PHENOMENA

PaeNxoMENON challenges man’s curiosity, even
when it does not permanently hold his interest;
and death has always been the chief phenomenon
of his observation. From the time when the first
mother gazed, through her misty eyes of tears,
at the dead body of her child, and sought to
follow, into the silence and darknmess, the ani-
mating principle which had made that body so
dear to her, man has fitfully tried to penetrate
the misty veil, in order to ascertain what has
become of the unwilling pioneer of the Shadow
World. At all times some souls have sought to
solve the mystery of life and death and to prove
if there is anything in man that persists after the
body becomes cold and dumb.

Both profane and sacred history record that,
in every period, some thinkers have believed in
the immortality of man, and have endeavored
to keep in touch with those who died; while the
priesthood has ever sought to discourage, or pro-
hibit, this public practice. To the inquiring mind,
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this Would seem a strange position for priest-
craft to assume, since any discovery would tend
to support the contention of the priests; there-
fore, a thinker must conclude that such investiga-
tions would either ultimately destroy the re-
ligious orders, or that the priesthood had esoteric
knowledge, on the subject, that proved the prac-
tice inimical to the investigator. The Occultist
says there is truth in both alternatives.

Old wine in new bottles. Psychic phenomenon
is the re-christened lesser Magic of the ancients—
a phase of the power of mind; as old as humanity.
By Magic is meant, of course, the control of cer-
tain natural forces, through a knowledge of their
laws, and not the tricks of legerdemain. In its
modern aspects, it does not delve as deeply into
Soul Power, nor cover as wide a range in ex-
pression as did the ancient Temple Magic, or
mediaeval Ceremonial Magic. This is due to the
fact that people have largely neglected the study
of the lower aspects of Occultism, as well as of
the higher, during the last thousand years—the
second half of the Piscine Age. During this
period, man has been more interested in the ob-
jective—the material—than in. the subjective.
There have been times, however, when his atten-
tion has been diverted, temporarily, and he has
turned, wonderingly, to examine his own inner
nature and its relationship to the evolutionary
plan.
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Modern psychic phenomenon, like ancient
Jewish psychism, is largely, though not exclu-
sively, confined to necrowmwancy, but with this
difference: at present, either the ouija board, or
automatic writing, often takes the place of a
medium, for there is a distinet tendency, in this
age, to individualization and to acquire knowledge
without the intervention of intermediaries.
Necromancy, however, is always the same in re-
sults, whether it be produced through a medium,
as in Spiritism, by the help of an ouija board, as
in modern parlor pastime, or as practised in
ancient demonism, or through blood sacrifices, as
in voodooism and in devil worship.

Broadly speaking, modern psychic phenomenon,
of this class, is embraced in five general groups
of manifestation:

First, inspirational writing and speaking.

Second, visions, premonitions, phantoms and
phantasms.

Third, clairvoyance and clairaudience, yoga and
crystal gazing. :

Fourth, psychic healing.

Fifth, physical phenomena.

In discussing a topic, of this kind, with the
general public, a student of Occultism is somewhat
perplexed, how to proceed, because of the infinite
complexity of the subject. The grossly material-
istic, the mercenary religionist and the credulous
creed-man will, perforce, deny the actuality of the
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phenomena. It is, therefore, useless to waste
effort in those directions. The reader, the
thinker, the investigator must acknowledge the
facts of the phenomena even though they may
doubt the various explanations given to account
for them. The divergence of opinions has greatly
narrowed, during the last fifty years, until there
may be said to be but three remaining explana-
tions; namely, fraud, Spiritism and Occultism. It
is admltted by all investigators, that fraud runs
through much of the phenomena, but it is equally
true that there is a residuum wherein neither con-
scious nor unconscious fraud exists and this be-
comes more and more evident as the accumulation
of evidence multiplies.

The chief differences in opinion between the
progressed Spiritist and the Occultist, are these:
the latter maintains that some phenomena are
produced by intelligences less than man, under
man’s direction; some by the Subjective mind,
either of the medium, or of the investigator, or of
both co-operating; while still other manifestations
are by incarnated egos who temporarily and volun-
tarily operate, at times, out of their physical
bodies for the purpose’ of producing such phe-
nomena. This was particularly true in the third
quarter of the nineteenth century. Then ma-
terialism was aggressive and theology was rapidly
being destroyed by facts, and with it much of the
innate religious convictions of men. To counter-
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act this, some of the religious, Occult Brother-
hoods, notably those which are the souls of Bud-
dhism and of Brahminism, respectively (as the
Society of Jesus is the soul of Catholicism), re-
solved to use their knowledge of magic for the
purpose of awakening an interest in matters per-
taining to spirit. Some of those Occultists, there-
fore, attended, subjectively, test séances, espe-
cially those in which learned occidental scientists
were interested, and there produced a higher and
a more marvellous class of phenomena than is
usually now seen. This was convincing, to many
of the investigators, and thus an impetus was
given to Spiritism, which is destined to aid in
destroying materialism.

It is true that, through their investigations,
many individuals have suffered and others will
have cause to suffer; but the movement was not
originated, merely accelerated, by the Occultists
referred to, on the theory that a legitimate end
justifies the means—a proposition which does not
meet with the approval of all esotericists.

All psychic phenomenon is produced through
the control of certain natural forces; whether the
producer be an Occultist, an excarnated man, or
an elemental. The law, of course, is the same
and is sometimes used by evil entities, selfishly and
malignantly; often by practical jokers, mischiev-
ously—for death does not change the nature of a
man—and still more often by the mentally vain-
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glorious, who desire to be worshipped and to direct
the affairs of others—as so many do while in-
carnated; and, occasionally, by Occultists for an
unselfish and higher purpose, as narrated.

If one is resolved to make a personal investiga-
tion of these dangerous matters, it is well to heed
Saint Paul’s warning and ‘‘try the spirits.”’ One
is at liberty also to investigate whether, or not,
arsenic destroys life. Some persons have found
that, in small quantities, it does not; in larger
. quantities, it does: that some forms of life,
human or otherwise, resist the poison better than
others. One may adopt the conclusions of scien-
tific investigators, in either of the cases cited, or
follow to satiety the rounds of phenomena and of
experimentation.

It does not require a highly trained intelligence
to produce phenomena in modern Spiritism. The
essential element is passivity—the yielding of
one’s body, brain and mind to any chance intelli-
gence who cares to manifest through those cen-
ter. The word mediumship connotes a higher, or
a stronger control. The medium, having tem-
porarily yielded his body to another entity, is
seldom in a position to observe the phenomena
produced through it, and, therefore, personally,
can learn little through such an experience. In-
vestigators can, through physical observation,
wateh the phenomenon of obsession but cannot
actually know the method by which it is accom-
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plished, nor the identity of the operator—unless
the investigator, himself, has clairvoyant powers
to cbserve, on the subjective side of life, the
operating entity and his procedure. Therefore,
the investigation of psychic phenomena, by either
mediums, or non-clairvoyant investigators, is un-
reliable and unsatisfactory.

It is true that the medium may excite the won-
derment, or the admiration of some people,
through the display of his easily acquired powers,
or make a precarious living in that manner, or
give temporary comfort to those who receive mes-
sages from real, or pretended, departed friends;
and, if any of these is the motive for mediumship,
then no one has the right to question it. But if
the effort is to obtain facts—ultimate truth—a
better way must be found.

It may not be out of place to give a word of
caution to persons now contemplating entering
upon mediumship. The history of Spiritism, since
its recrudescence in 1849 with the Fox sisters, is
not such as to encourage mediumship. In the vast
majority of cases, in which genuine phenomenon
is produced, is found a rapid impairment of the
body and of the intelligence of the medium, and
the greater the phenomena produced the quicker
the deterioration. Nor is physical injury the only
thing to be feared; for often, with the bodily
havoc, there is an equal moral degeneration.
The reason for this is not hard to understand
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when it is learned how phenomenon is produced.

The law of psychic phenomenon, as observed
from the occult side, is: Phenomenon is pro-
duced by the self-directed magnetism of the
operator acting upon the tractable magnetism of
the body, or thing, through which the phenomenon
occurs.

The human, incarnated ego has a physical body
which it moves at will. The ego is a more in-
tangible entity than its body. How, then, can it
control its physical counterpart?

The Occultist answers, through the red ecor-
puscles, or magnetic portion of the blood. The
magnetic force of the ego, acting upon the mag-
netism of the blood, forces the blood magnetism
over selected nerves causing them to automatically
act upon the muscles; and these, in turn, upon the
bones and flesh. Thus an arm is raised or
lowered.

Again: apply this law to moving a table. The
particles composing that piece of furniture are
held together by the magnetism that is inherent
in the atoms composing the wood. If the wood
were completely demagnetized, disintegration
would take place and the table would erumble into
finest powder. The man not only controls his
own magnetism, arm and hand, but also the
tractable magnetism of the atoms of the table,
and thus there is exerted magnetic and mechanical
foree, controlled by mind or will.
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When the ego loses, or lays down, its physical
vehicle, it is still an intangible, magnetic entity
and uses the same law in producing physical
phenomena. If it desires to move a table and is
strong enough to do so—for there is a difference
in mental strength between egos both incarnated
and excarnated—it uses its own magnetism to
control the magnetism of the atoms of the table,
causing it to move. If the excarnated ego has a
medium to use in the experiment, it uses the body
of the medium in the same manner as it formerly
used its own. Or, the excarnated ego, not being
sufficiently strong in itself, may draw upon the
magnetism of the medium and of any negative in-
vestigators present; and, by the absorption of
such extraneous magnetism, acquire sufficient
force to move the table. It is this constant vam-
pirization of the magnetism of the medium which
depletes his body; and it is the lack of magnetism
in the medium which prompts him to resort to
fraud when unable to furnish the obsessing entity
the requisite force to produce the phenomena.
This explains why different persons get differ-
ent results from the same medium at various
times, as witness Slade, Paladino and hosts of
others.

The investigator is not without danger also,
though to a less degree than the medium. A
trained, positive mind is seldom influenced at the
beginning of such investigations. It will be on
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guard and naturally critical, as scientific agnos-
ticism generally is. Aslong as it remains positive,
it is comparatively safe; but no mind, at this
period of our evolution, is continually positive.
Business complications, family cares, overwork,
sickness or indisposition all interact on mind and
body and produce, or intensify, negativeness.
When'negative, even a strong mind is vulnerable
by psychic forces. For, be it remembered, the
influence of the séance room does not cease with
the closing of its doors. The entities which are
attracted to a center of that kind will attach them-
selves to an investigator and seek to influence
him in his own home, or elsewhere, and await their
opportunity in that regard. For this reason al-
most all investigators are, in a measure, sooner
or later affected by the influences they study.
This is noticeable, even with leading scientists
and trained minds, who, after years of research
along these lines, accept evidence, as conclusive,
which, in the beginning of their investigations,
they would have entirely rejected—evidence which,
in their professional work, they would exclude.
Under the influences brought to bear upon them by
the disembodied entities, their minds seem to lose
discerning power, and the relationship between
cause and effect. And this should not be a cause
of wonderment to those who have given any atten-
tion to the power of suggestion. An ego loses
nothing of its mental power by giving up its body.
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It can therefore mentally suggest to another ego,
either in or out of a physical body.

A constantly repeated suggestion is like the
dripping of water on a stone, it wears out op-
position, and, in time, the suggestion is accepted
wholly, or in part. Fortunately, for humanity, all
disembodied spirits are not malignant. They are
like humanity, as we see it in daily life—minus
their physical bodies. Therefore they are ac-
tuated by ordinary, human impulses and must be
judged solely from this viewpoint. For ex-
ample:

A propagandist is a fanatic, whether incarnated,
or excarnated. If he were a Spiritist in earthlife
he would naturally continue persistently in his
work after death. If he could convinece a noted
scientist, writer, speaker or statesman, he would
spare no effort to accomplish his purpose, because,
through such a convert, many other proselytes
would be made to his cause.

On the subjective plane there are good, bad and
indifferent entities and no one can foretell the
character of the mind one may contact during
psychic investigation. Itis notin acecordance with
experience, in such matters, to say that each mind
will attract to itself only such minds as are in
consonance with its own character. The insane
asylums are filled with negatively good people who
adorned family and social life before they were
obsessed. Nor is it to be understood that in all
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such cases their insanity was produced through
the study of psychism. Negative persons are
always in danger of psychic influences but are
more apt to escape them if they ignore that realm
than if they voluntarily intrude upon it. It is
true that minds, of similar natures, are attracted
to each other on the subjective, the objective and
the interblended planes. And, while our friends,
in physical life, may be similar, in a measure, to
ourselves, yet it is also true that we sometimes
suffer from undesired contaet with eriminals—and
the same is true in the astral world. In neither
of the cases cited, do we know of the danger until
after the damage is done.

Possession and obsession are but varying de-
grees of the same condition—the partial, or com-
plete control of one mind or body by another
mind. And it may be interesting, viewed from
the subjective side of life, to see how this is ac-
complished. The obsessing entity approaches its
vietim and studies his character—which is in-
dicated by the vietim’s aura and the pictures con-
tained therein. The obsessor works upon the
victim’s weaknesses. If one of those weaknesses
is vanity, then it flatters him and tells the vietim
what a great ego he is and how he has been se-
lected to be a messenger to the people—to teach
new and greater truths to the world. Or, if love
is his vulnerable side, then the victim’s love nature
is appealed to and the obsessor poses as a child,
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a parent, or a lover; and, through the victim’s
human emotions, wins his confidence. The mes-
sage may be conveyed to the victim through a
medium, ouija board, or through mental sugges-
tion, but, slowly, as the snake approaches the
charmed bird, the obsessor draws nearer to its
vietim until, at length, the two auras blend. Little
by little the vietim’s hand and arm may be con-
trolled, as in automatic writing, until soon, if the
practice is persisted in, the mind, will and body of
the victim comes under the dominion of the ob-
sessor to do with as it wills. Then, when the
obsessor desires to use the body of its vietim, it
overpowers and crowds out the ego and usurps
his rightful place. Commencing as subjective
hypnotism it ends too frequently in insanity.

Obsession may be guarded against by observ-
ing a few common-sense rules. First, never under-
take psychic investigation until duly equipped for
the work. The proper method of preparation will
be given later.

Second, cultivate a positive, mental attitude at
all times. This does not mean to be aggressive,
but to have a calm reserve and watchfulness of all
mental processes. Never drift mentally; but, con-
sciously direct the mind along any selected line of
thought. In other words, practise concentration
at all times.
~ Third, learn to practise self-control and then
. Do one else can ever control you.
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Fourth, put aside the fear of heing controlled,
and never doubt your own ability to protect your-
self; fear lowers the vibration of one’s aura and
renders one more negative.

The investigation of psychic phenomena has not
produced unalloyed evil. Pioneers always pay the
price of leadership, while those who follow, reap
the benefits. During the last fifty years, humanity,
as a whole, has benefited through the investiga-
tion of psychism, for, by an overwhelming pre-
ponderance of evidence, it has been established
that the human personality survives bodily death.
And, while this does not prove immortality, it
lays the foundation for it. It is only logical to
infer that if the mind persists independently of
the body, even for a brief time, then, unless some
other cause intervenes, it may persist indefinitely
—and this is in perfect accord with Occult Phi-
losophy, which teaches that as long as man, by con-
scious effort, seeks evolvement, he will be im-
mortal; and that only devolvement, or stagnation,
will destroy his identity.

A further benefit has come to the occident,
through the investigation of psychic phenomena,
and that is the removal of the fear of death. The
old theology, of the West, painted death so hor-
ribly, and so forbiddingly described an inane
Heaven and a gruesome Hell, that both the transi-
tion and the post-mortem states of existence filled

one with fear. Man is prone to believe that which
3 N\



PSYCHIC PHENOMENA 15

he desires to believe, and many men gladly ac-
cepted the alternative view of the materialist—
that death was annihilation. But now the occident
begins to know what the Occultist has always
known, that death is but a change of consciousness
—a passing from a denser into a finer form of
{  matter.

“~~_ There is, undoubtedly, much of value to be
learned through the proper study of psychism,
but, so far, the results seem negligibly small com-
pared with the effort and the cost—not only dur-
ing the last seventy years, but through all the
weary centuries of man’s evolution on this planet
—for we are still but tasting the old wine from
new bottles.

Physicists have carefully investigated modern
necromancy, but have any new laws of physies
been revealed to, or through, them? Chemists
have investigated, but has the world been enriched
through new faects revealed to them by subjective
entities? In turn all the learned professions, arts
and sciences have furnished votaries to the cult,
but the spirits have added but little to the store
of human knowledge. Why?

‘We have collected an amazing mass of platitudes
and of chatter, but no substantial revelations.
Why?

Is it because man becomes less intelligent as he
gains experience and broadens his vision?

That is not in accordance with past observa-
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tions. The channel of communication between
the two worlds seems to be open, and no pro-
hibition seems placed on spirits to speak either
wisely, or foolishly. In the absence of any other
satisfactory answer to these questions, may we
not accept, as a possible explanation, the teachings
of Occultism, on this subject?

Occultists say that when a man dies he is drawn
by gravic force to that state, plane or subjective
world, corresponding to his general vibration—or
character. That the less developed characters and
intelligences are, therefore, earthbound, because
the first subjective plane is denser than the others.
The more highly developed man, therefore, quickly
passes through the first subjective plane to other
and better states, leaving the undeveloped men
and ‘‘angel guides,’’ to contact this world of ours
and to blindly lead the blind.

Is it not possible, then, to reach higher in-
telligences, to contact finer, inner worlds and to
gain valuable information?

The Occultist would answer, yes. There is
always a proper and an improper way of doing
everything, and there is a successful and an un-
successful method of studying psychism—of in-
vestigating psychic phenomena.

There has always been a higher and a lower
Occultism, a greater and a lesser magic. Aaron
had studied this subject well and did not hesitate
to compete with the Egyptian Magicians of
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Pharaoh’s Court, and, by reason of his greater
knowledge, overpowered them.

By the study of Occultism, the occult may be
mastered. All explorers, who go into an unknown
country, first seek to learn what they can about
that country—and, particularly, the dangers to be
encountered there. Then, protecting themselves,
as best they can, and, having made all provisions
that foresight may suggest, they enter upon their
quest. A like procedure is a sensible one in the
study of psychism—or lesser magic; but, probably
the unwise will, in the future, as in the past, rush
in where the wiser ones cautiously tread.

Before a student of Occultism enters upon an in-
vestigation of necromancy, and of other branches
of lesser magic—for there are other branches—
he first studies the art of concentration. Having
the theory well fixed in his mind, he commences
the practice of specialized concentration upon the
free Cosmic Forces which surround him—par-
ticularly the positive force of Cosmic Blue. The
correct shade of this color can be seen in the
current leaping from pole to pole in a static
machine, or where the trolley makes an imperfect
contact with the wire. As has been shown more
fully in ““The History and Power of Mind,’’ con-
centrating upon a Cosmic Force draws that Force
into the human aura. If the Force is of higher
vibration than the aura, it will raise the vibration
of the aura to its own rate. No malignant or ig-
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norant entity ever vibrates as high as the color
mentioned, therefore, it would be as impossible for
an entity to obsess a person whose aura vibrates
that color as it would be for glass to cut a
diamond—for the higher vibration repels the
lower, and even Paul became blind in the presence
of an Angelic Being.

The student whose aura is normally vibrating
electric blue, is not only invulnerable to psychic
influences, but is prepared to contact the higher
planes of the inner life which correspond to that
color—Dby reason of synchronous vibrations.

The next step for the student is to develop in-
dependent clairvoyance and clairaudience, by con-
centrating upon the electric Blue Force, before
mentioned, and later, upon the Yellow Cosmic
Force. When these Forces are condensed in the
two ganglia of the brain, known respectively as the
pineal gland and the pituitary body, the vibration
of these ganglia is raised until they function as
inner vision and inner hearing.

Having acquired the ability to see the inner
worlds, the student now looks down upon the first
subjective plane and studies the psychic foreces
there at work—much as a person looks down from
an upper window on the street below and watches
the ‘‘madding erowd.”’

Stepping behind the scenes and looking through
the eyes of the student of Occultism at the actors—
producers of psychic phenomena—and their work,
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the first thing that impresses one is the seeming
inextricable blending of truth and falsehood. A
total falsehood soon dies, though it may cause
much destruction and sorrow during its brief life.
But a lie, which is half a truth, gains power and
vitality by reason of its truthful element; and,
therefore, its life is longer and more dangerous.

The lowest class associated with Spiritism is
composed of tricksters, who pose as mediums, and,
through sleight of hand, or mechanical contriv-
ances, beguile the untrained investigator until
they are either self-exposed, by carelessness, or
crude effort, or are exposed by a careful observer.
These imitations of mediums bring derision to the
movement, which they misrepresent, and but little
profit to themselves—since they are soon driven
out of town, as common frauds, by the authorities;
and, becoming compulsive itinerants, never again
acquire a serious following.

The next class are real mediums who are con-
stantly, or intermittently, controlled by disem-
bodied entities. But here again truth and false-
hood blend, for many mediums, abandoned by their
former controls, or, unable, for a time, through
physical depletion, to furnish the controlling entity
with the requisite magnetism, resort to fraud to
hold their followers. This is so confusing to the
non-clairvoyant investigator, who is attracted by
the actual phenomena and repelled by the fraud,
that he often abandons the entire study in disgust.
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Many controls are what they claim to be, In-
dians, criminals and animalized men and women
without physical bodies. Some are of the ordinary
run of humanity, who have never progressed much
along intellectual, or ethical lines, in their late
lives. Others are materialists who are earth-
bound, because of their mode of thought, but help
to compose that motley throng who cannot rise to
higher planes and are contented with using the
minds and bodies of those left on earth.

Occasionally, there are sincere souls, who, un-
wisely, seek to use a medium to send comfort to
the dear ones left behind ; but, whenever this effort -
is made, it is usually followed later by messages
from impersonators, with ulterior motives. And
last and worst of all, are the various grades of
devolving egos, those who are hopelessly depraved
and destructive, who are on the downward path to
annihilation, for all destructive centers, sooner or
later, destroy themselves.

When watching the kinds of phenomena pro-
duced, one is again confronted by the real and the
imitation, the true, the false and the compounding
of the two; and this is particularly the case during
the examination of the first four of the enumerated
classes.

Inspirational writing and speaking belong to the
highest order of psychic phenomena, because they
blend into true inspiration; and here the line of
distinction sometimes becomes very thin. In these
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cases the intelligence of the medium must co-
operate with a secondary intelligence, not neces-
sarily that of a spirit, or of an individual, for, in
‘true inspiration, a connection between the medium
and the Universal Consciousness may be made.
Most of the sacred writings have come to the
world in this way—and, therefore, are called in-
spired.

Some one, keenly sensitive along spiritual lines,
receives from Divine Consciousness—God—cer-
tain ideas, or sometimes words, and these are
transmitted to others through speech, or writing.
And this, in a lesser degree, is true of all the
greatest wrifers of the world. They are people
who have not necessarily received their ideas from
other intelligences, but who have been able to at-
tach themselves subconsciously to the Universal
Consciousness and to receive from It ideas,
phrases and sometimes whole treatises.

For example, Tennyson said that sometimes
couplets came to him complete, and all that he did
was to commit to paper that which floated into his
mind from the ether. And was it not Byron who
said: “I lisped in numbers, for the numbers
came?’’

This does not necessarily mean that those poets
were communicating with spirits. It was more
probable that their sub-conscious minds were con-
nected with the literary current in the Universal
Consciousness and, through It, received an inflow
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of ideas; and, their minds being rhythmieal, they
expressed those ideas in poetry. This kind of in-
spiration is much more rare than are cases in
which the secondary intelligence is that of an in-
dividual.

It would not be fair to disecuss psychic phe-
nomena unless this aspeet were included in the
discussion, though, strictly speaking, it belongs to
higher Magie, or Occultism. The mere mention
of it, as a possibility, opens the door to subsequent
imposition, so excarnated entities—spirits—may
try to pose as Deity and impose upon sensitives
who are experimenting along the line indicated.

But there is a safeguard for the student, even
though he be not an independent -clairvoyant:
In true inspiration there never is a magnetic, or
psychic control, either mental or physical. True
inspiration is, as the root words indicate, a breath-
ing in, an absorption of ideas, expressions, or both,
and there is no danger of obsession; but, instead,
a great benefit and uplift is given to the speaker,
or writer, who is able to consciously tap Cosmic
Consciousness, for his source of supply. And it
should be clearly understood that the tapping
process is done through concentration, effort and
intellectual preparation. It is not a gift of God
to be bestowed upon passive, negative, ignorant
individuals. There is no royal road to inspiration,
learning and success.

In Spiritism the large majority of inspirational
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writers and speakers do not derive their power
from Cosmic Consciousness through their own
efforts, but, passively receive it from excarnated
minds; and this invariably leads to a lower form
of mediumship, on the one hand, and to possession,
or obsession, on the other.

When the obsessing entity desires to use the
hand and arm of its vietim for automatic writing,
it merely erowds out the medium’s ego, from that
portion of his body, and substitutes its own mag-
netic member in the vacated physical arm and
hand of its victim; and, after enveloping the body
and brain, of the now passive medium, with its
own magnetism, it writes whatsoever it will, using
the borrowed member of its victim as if it were
its own.

With the lower order of so-called inspirational
speaking, it is somewhat different. Here it is
sometimes possession and sometimes obsession..
When possession, the ‘‘Guide,’’ surrounds, or en-
velops, the mind and body of the medium and
impresses such thoughts and language as it wishes
to convey, while in obsession, the mind, or ego, of
the medium is entirely forced out of his body and
the obsessor, entering it, uses it temporarily,
speaking through it as though it were its own.

But there is a unique group of cases, which is
constantly enlarging, where inspiration is self-en-
gendered. The subjective mind of man has poten-
cies and potentialities far beyond any powers
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active, or latent, of the objective mind. As man
develops, his subjective self comes more and more
into evidence, and when he has gained self-mas-
tery, or dominion of the objective self, he unses
his illimitable storehouse of memory and of knowl-
edge along any desired line. At this point, in the
race development, we sometimes see fitful evi-
dences of the awakening of subjective minds. As
a source of inspiration in speaking, it usually
manifests by impressing its objective mind with
the expressive word, apt illustration, or correct
explanation, in such a manner that often the
speaker and his audience realize that ‘‘he builded
better than he knew.”’

In writing, the subjective mind, at times, im-
presses upon its objective self entire plays, poems
and stories. Characters seem to float into the ob-
jective consciousness, not as mental ereations but
as actual human beings. And here again let it
be noted, as a test of this aspect of psychological
power, there is nmever attached any extrameous,
magnetic, or psychic comtrol, either mental or
physical.

In the second enumerated group of phenomena
—visions, premonitions, phantoms and phan-
tasms—is another bewildering mixture of mental
auto activity and induced activity, the source of
which is varied. Again reverting to the subjective
mind, it is found that it plays no small part in
premonitions and in visions. Coming events, both
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good and evil, cast their shadows before, because
they are largely self-created, and are psychically
attached to their creators. Having originated on
the mental plane, the subjective self becomes con-
scious of them as they approach materialization.
Sometimes the subjective mind succeeds in im-
planting, in its objective mind, a picture of an
approaching event; sometimes it is merely an im-
pression, more often merely an unformulated
idea—or, as it is more popularly known, a
“hunch.”’

Divine Consciousness, at times, in a man’s tran-
quil moments, and often when he is passing from,
or into, sleep, impresses him with a prophetic
knowledge of matters which affect him directly or
indirectly. These impressions may, or may not,
be in pictures, and are mever accompanied by
spirit control. In both classes of cases mentioned
the vision, or the premonition, nearly always be-
comes an actuality, in time. And the more care-
fully men adapt their lives to this source of
information, the greater will become their recep-
tivity to further knowledge.

The denizens of the deceptive realm also pro-
duce a large number of visions and premonitions
which beguile, afflict or entertain, psychic inves-
tigators, sensitives, psychics and ultra passive, or
negative individuals. Through telepathy, the ex-
carnated entity implants pictures, or impressions,
upon the unresisting mind of its vietim. In fact,
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At is often by such means, that one’s attention is
at first attracted, and, later, held by such pictures,
or thoughts, and this is but one of the many de-
vices used by the astral charmer. The more fre-
quent the practice, the weaker becomes the will
of the victim and the stronger the power of the
obsessor. It is needless to add that such visions
and premonitory impressions are uncertain, de-
pending upon the good, or bad, judgment, and the
actual information of the entity who produces
them.

If a phantom is understood to be a fancied
vision, an unreality, a thought picture, then the
sources of phantoms are many. The astral world,
the first subjective plane, is a limitless picture
gallery. In it are all the photographs of the acts
of men. These pictures float into the vision of the
sensitive, the negative and the developing psychie,
and are, largely, useless time killers. To indulge
in this form of astral moving pictures, is but to
encourage greater passivity, and to throw open
wider the doors to psychic influences of the
mediumship sort. These influences are not slow in
taking advantage of such opportunities and soon
commence to implant, through their power of
suggestion, their own thought pictures into the
minds of such sensitives, changing the curious in-
vestigator into a conscious or, perhaps, an uncon-
scious medium.

There are also phantoms which are the pictures
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of each man’s individual past, photographed in
his own photosphere, or aura. When he can,
through concentration and conscious effort, recall
these phantoms he ean connect his present with
his past and wisely build his future. It is omly
an independent and trained clairvoyant who can
always distinguish between a phantom and a
phantasm.

Among Ocecultists the word phantasm has grown
to mean an apparition, a subjective entity, an ego
without its body; and applies to certain abnormal
conditions of the living as well as of the dead.
The most frequent cases met with, are those of
persons who have just died, or who have died
recently. The reason for this is that the excar-
nated ego stands, as it were, in the doorway be-
tween the two worlds and functions, in a measure,
in both. Until disintegration of the body has pro-
gressed to where the form has largely disap-
peared, the soul, or ego, is magnetically attached
to it, and can, if mentally strong, draw upon the
magnetism of its body and, so clothe itself with
electrical invisibles, as to appear to a psychie, or
to a normal person abnormally passive at the
moment.

This phenomenon may best be understood when
it is remembered that the human body is composed
of electrical invisibles; and when enough of them
are condensed and arranged together, the human
form is produced. Originally the incarnating ego,
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being a magnetic center, draws the electrical in-
visibles from its mother’s blood, and it is thus
that the embryo and finally the fetus are formed.
After death, as the decomposing body liberates
these electrical invisibles, they can be magnetically
attracted, temporarily, by the ego, and massed so
as to be sensed, or seen, upon the physical plane.

As a rough illustration, suppose a ray of sun-
light were permitted to enter a dark room. The
slowly floating particles of dust in the room are
invisible until the ray of light enters. Then the
quickening vibration of the light draws and con-
denses the unseen particles and they move more
rapidly until the ray of light is clothed with
myriads of vibrating particles.

Sometimes an incarnated ego, burning with the
desire to see a loved one, or to convey a message,
unconsciously slips from his body, and, clothed
with its magnetic particles, is able to appear to
that one at a distant place. And what is done
unconsciously by the uninstructed ego, is con-
sciously done by a student of Occultism, with his
own mind and body; and may be done by a
denizen of the psychic realm, whose body has long
been disintegrated, by vampirizing a medium, or
by drawing upon the magnetism of the person it
obsesses. Such denizen may thus procure sufficient
magnetic invisibles to materialize and to appear to
the living, for some sinister motive of its own. And
because that magnetic form is but temporary and



PSYCHIC PHENOMENA 29

can be shaped at will, an ‘‘angel guide’’ is able to
mask as a friend, or relative, and to deceive any
one unless that one should be an independent
clairvoyant.

Because certain Oceultists, during the last
quarter of the nineteenth century, were acous-
tomed to visit, in their thought bodies, some of
their students, later the ‘‘spirit controls’’ imitated
the Adepts and imposed upon some of the less
developed students. By working on their vanity,
these astral imposters directed those students to
found scores of ‘“Occult Brotherhoods,’’ ¢“Secret
Orders,”’ and ‘‘Hindoo Cults.”” Under the guid-
ance of their directors, those students filched an-
cient, honorable names for their bogus organiza-
tions and deceived hundreds of honest seekers
after occult truths. A teacher of higher Occultism
is never found in the astral deception realm, and
those who believe otherwise will eventually find
themselves in another form of Spiritism.

In the third class of psychic phenomena are
clairvoyance and clairaudience and here again are
to be found sunshine and shadow, the real-and the
imitation. Sometimes these powers develop in
normal evolution as a man grows in character,
knowledge and force. And it is just in accordance
with a man’s rate of vibration, that these powers
develop and manifest. Some persons are able to
see and hear only on the first subjective, or
psychie, plane, while others are able to see on all
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the higher planes connected with this planet. It
will be observed that here the action is personal
and the functioning is due entirely to the will of -
the'ego. He opens and shuts his inner vision as he
opens and shuts his physical eyes. In such cases
as these the vision is clear and accurate.

But there is also a false clairvoyance induced
by the intervention of another’s will, or through
mechanical processes, and both lead to the same
results—the impressing of another’s thoughts
upon the mind of the experimentalist. This false
clairvoyance is illustrated first in mesmerism and
hypnotism. The operator, whether he be incar-
nated, or excarnated, puts his subject into an arti-
ficial sleep and induces an abnormal state of
consciousness. This is not true clairvoyance be-
cause the subject does not function through his
own volition.

During an artificial sleep of this kind, the
operator may force the subjective mind of his sub-
jeet from its body and send it to any point, or
place, upon the earth; and while the subjective
and objective minds of the subject are thus sep-
arated, the subjective mind ‘‘wirelesses” to its
objective mind such messages and describes such
scenes as the operator desires or suggests. And
the objective mind of the subject, who is still in its
body, repeats the messages from its subjective
mind to the operator.

Then there is an artificial sleep produced
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through what is called self-induced hypnosis; this
is when an experimentalist, through the use of a
crystal, or revolving disks, or a brilliant object
suspended before his eyes, produces a self-induced
sleep. While in this abnormal condition the body
and brain of the experimentalist becomes an easy
prey to any passing entity who may choose to
use it, and the scenes that he describes and the
messages he may give, while under this influence,
are entirely undependable and perhaps absolutely
false.

A third method of producing unnatural, or false
clairvoyance is through Yoga practices, which
bring about physical and psychical disturbances.
This is done by changing the polarity of the brain
and reversing the natural circulation of the blood.
Here again there is a lower psychical power de-
veloped, which is more, or less, under the control
of the experimentalist, but it is also true that this
practice opens the way for other entities to enter
and control the unhappy victim—as has been seen
in innumerable cases of the practitioners of that
art in America.

In the fourth class of cases, again there is the
usual admixture of the higher and the lower
magic; this is called psychic healing. The Oc-
- cultist says such healing comes either from Divine
Mind as an automatic response to the intense and
continued desire, or demand, for health from the
invalid, or, from some conscious and expert
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manipulator of the Cosmic .Currents. In rare
cases they may be directed by a higher, disem-
bodied Intelligence from the upper, interior planes
of being.

It is true, however, that the denizens of the
deceptive realm sometimes, by the power of sug-
gestion, cure imaginary diseases. But they usually
exact, as an unmentioned price for their services,
the right to direect, or control, that individual in
the future.

The fifth class of cases, physical phenomena and
trance mediumship, is usually psychism of the
lowest order, for here the operators are generally
earth-bound spirits. Trumpet sounding, table tip-
ping, slate writing, fortune telling, messages,
materialization, ete. are produced by astral entities
using the body and the magnetism of the medium,
or of those, combined with the collective mag-
netism of the investigators present.

There are rare cases, however, where such
phenomena may be duplicated by an embodied Oc-
cultist, using elementals for his purpose. But no
person, unless affected by psychic influences, could
imagine a higher intelligence condescending to in-
dulge in such astral legerdemain and horseplay as
are seen in many séances.

In the case of messages, they are both unre--
liable as to source, and undependable as to fact.
It is true that in some of the so-called ‘‘test mes-
sages,’’ facts, supposed to be known only to the in-
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vestigator, and to the excarnated person, are some-
times given to prove the identity of the sender of
the message. But this is not necessarily con-
clusive evidence, because the communicating, dis-
embodied entity can read in the subjective mind of
the investigator the facts it is narrating to prove
its identity.

The subjective mind is the abode of permanent
memory. All experiences, all impressions, all
thoughts are photographed therein. A circum-
stance may pass from out the conscious memory
of the objective mind, but remains a sub-conscious
picture within the higher mind. So, the apparent
“‘test’’ is no test at all, and the only reason people
are impressed with such phenomena is because
they have not studied psychology.

A little knowledge of Occult Philosophy would
soon reveal the apparently marvellous messages
and psychic phenomena to be very ordinary but
dangerous psychic intoxication. Old wine in new
bottles. Is it not almost time for a voluntary
psychic prohibition movement?



CHAPTER TWO

MIRACLES

Tae Christian nations are, or were, until com-
paratively recent times, accustomed to think of
miracles as the production of phenomena by super-
natural means.

This view was due, doubtless, to two causes:
first, that the majority of people were ignorant
of the cause of the phenomena, which we call
miracles, and, second, our teachers, the priests,
to give additional glory to the Founder of their
religion, were accustomed to teach that His acts
.were above nature and that He was superior to
His creations and could set at naught nature’s
laws whenever He willed to do so. But, those who
are more widely read, those who have studied com-
parative religions, those who know the lives of
the Occultists of the past, realize that miracles
did not commence with Jesus of Nazareth, nor will
they end with the Christian Church.

The orthodox churches, as well as the Christian
Scientists and kindred cults, of the present day,
assume that miracles, now, as in the past, are
produced by supernatural means; that is to say,
through, or by God; and that He destroys disease,
performs cures and works other miracles.

34
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This is but a repetition of the old mediaeval and
post-mediaeval thought, taking a slightly different
form, and is almost as erroneous as was the ag-
nostic who, when asked to define a miracle, said:
“It is an unusual phenomenon which never oc-
curred.”’

The oriental view of a miracle is, that it is the
production of phenomena by superhuman means;
the distinction being drawn between supernatural
and superhuman. Some of the modern students
of Occultism adopt this view, believing that any
one who can cause phenomena, or perform a
miracle, is one who has more than human powers.
The itinerant religious teacher in the orient, fol-
lowing an immemorial custom, first attracts his
audience and then produces phenomena as his cre-
dentials. This procedure is equivalent to saying
to his hearers:

“I am a miracle worker. I have more than
human powers, therefore I have more than human
knowledge, consequently, I am worthy to be
listened to.”’

It is rather a natural position to take. When
the Nazarene went before the Jews, certain of the
Secribes and of the Pharisees said to Him:
‘‘Master, we would see a sign from Thee.’’

They had been accustomed to have teachers
along ethical, or philosophical, lines, produce
phenomena as evidence of their competency to
teach. If the occident had adopted this most ex-
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cellent custom it would have been saved from most
of the innumerable teachers of the countless cults
by whom it has been perplexed.

The real religious leaders of the world have
always had knowledge and power above those of
their contemporaries, as the results of their
evolvement have shown. :

As examples: Moses, Joshua, Elijah, Elisha,
~ Daniel, Jesus, all Jesus’ disciples, Apollonius
of Tyana, Simon, the Roman Catholic Saints, the
Hindoo Priests and others, all have produced phe-
nomena now called miracles.

In the human heart there is always the un-
uttered, if not expressed, demand: ‘‘ Show us your
credentials.”” The leaders of several modern cults
answered this demand by healing illnesses which
could not be cured by the medical profession or
by the pastors and priests of other churches.
These demonstrations of power were not only an-
swers to the cry in the hearts for a ‘‘sign,”’ but
challenged the religious world, saying in sub-
stance:

‘‘These miracles are our credentials, and our
mission is to bring new truths to the world. Come
and accept our teachings, which carry with them
healing powers.”’

Then the members of the older churches said
to their leaders: ‘‘Jesus and His disciples per-
formed miracles and some of the members of the
new cults produce many of a like kind: how is it
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that you are unable to manifest the same power?”’

A few sporadic efforts have been made, by some
Protestant denominations, to answer this question
by demonstrating along similar lines, but, so far,
with negligible results.

The Catholic Church, on the other hand, has
been more fortunate in this respect, for it always
has justified its mission by its miracles. Those
members who performed them were, in due time,
canonized—and even their relics are still supposed
to carry power. A novena to Saint Joseph often
brings results, for which he and the Church both
receive due credit—though the Occultist would
give another explanation of the prayer and an-
swer, as that of mental demand and supply.

' BEach system has its own explanation of the
cause of phenomena—though the phenomena are
identical. But, no matter what the various teach-
ers, or their followers, may say, it must be true
that where identical phenomena are produced, the
same causes must have been put into operation;
and it is illogical to accept the miracles of one
church and reject the same kind from another.

The Jews had a long line of miracle workers,
and when Jesus came and performed His miracles
it was equivalent to saying: ‘I justify my mission
with phenomena.’”” And the Jews had to either
admit He was a legitimate teacher of a new
presentation of truth or disqualify Him by say-
ing: ‘“He hath Beelzebub, and by the Prince of
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Devils casteth he out devils.”” And the Christians
learned that lesson well, for when they became
powerful and other schools attempted to perform
miracles, they also said: ‘““We do them through
the grace of God, but they through Beelzebub.”’
And so it has been handed down in the Western
‘World that the orthodox do their works by virtue
of God, while the heterodox do theirs through the
aid of His antagonist.

Simon performed, through magic, many phe-
nomena as wonderful as did Jesus, or His dis-
ciples; but Simon was called a black magician.
Today some wonder workers claim to produce
their phenomena entirely through the love and
presence of God, while they say other schools
produce theirs through malicious, animal mag-
netism—which is nothing more or less than Beelze-
bub under a new name.

It is this jealousy among wonder workers which
often perverts their judgment. And the investi-
gator of the tenets of a cult cannot safely accept
the conclusions of a miracle man solely because he
is a wonder worker; for the connection between his
words and works is often remote and illogical.
The only safe method, therefore, to pursue, is to
investigate all similar phenomena, deduce from
them a law and then ascertain if the philosophy of
the miracle man is in harmony with that law.

One must make due allowance for the play of
human imagination in all cases of miracles; and
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this constitutes the unearned increment of the
miracle worker. This is true throughout all his-
tory. Joshua, the great miracle worker of the
Jews, was said to have made the sun and moon
stand still; but every student of occult law, or of
the laws of astronomy, knows that such a phe-
nomenon could not be produced by a man, though
Joshua could and probably did concentrate
certain Cosmic Forces which gave to his followers
the appearance of sunlight and moonlight. Joshua
did work miracles upon the rivers of Palestine
and among the people, and he even raised the
dead; but his claim of making the sun turn back-
ward in its course and the moon to reverse its
position in the heavens is absurd, and must be
considered one of the many unearned increments
of a miracle worker.

The ‘‘Lord,”” whoever that entity may have
been, while talking to Hezekiah, through Isaiah,
was supposed to have made the sun cast its shadow
backward ten degrees upon the dial, and this was
another case of the unearned increment of the
agent; because there is no law by which a human,
or incarnated mind, can reach into space and re-
verse the will of Planetary Spirits, or Sun Gods,
any more than an individual can turn aside the
will of the Universal.

When it was stated that the leaders of the First
Church of Christ, Scientist, of New York City,
had, by prayer alone, changed the carved words
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on the cornerstone for their church, while it was
in transit, because Mrs. Eddy did not approve of
them, it must be understood that this was another
case of unearned increment that should go with
other miracle workers, and be accredited to the
play of the human imagination.

What is a miracle?

The Occultist says it is the production of phys-
ical phenomenon by the use of occult means.

When the Children of Israel had crossed the
Red Sea and had come to the Waters of Marah
they found them bitter and they could not drink.
Moses commanded his followers to cut down a tree
and cast it into the waters and, when this was
done, a miracle occurred; the bitter waters turned
sweet and the Israelites quenched their thirst.

When the City of San Diego, California, was
suffering from a polluted water supply, and the
inhabitants knew that the very life of the city was
in jeopardy, a man went there from San Fran-
cisco, and gave to a boatman a small bag, contain-
ing an unknown substance, to drag through the
water of the reservoir. When this was done, the
contents of the bag was dissolved, the polluted
water supply of San Diego became pure, and a
modern miracle had been performed.

In the case of Moses with the waters of Marah,
that miracle was produced by the use of the know-
ledge Moses had of the effect that the chemical
constituents of the tree would have upon the
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water. And the miracle at San Diego was per-
formed by the blue vitriol in the bag killing the pol-
luting vegetable life and making the water sweet
and palatable. In both cases what were originally
miracles, on being analyzed, became known as
chemical action; and one miracle was as great as
the other.

The realm of the miraculous is constantly con-
tracting, while that of common knowledge is ex-
panding; and what was a miracle at one period
of history, is a common occurrence at a later time.
The occult sciences of mediaeval days are the
mothers of modern sciences, but their precocious
children, like most human children, are too prone
to underestimate the wisdom of their ancestors.

When Jesus and His disciples performed won-
derful cures, some two thousand years ago, the
people thought they were great teachers because
they used unknown forces. | The same miracles
are performed today by Christian Science, New
Thought, or by Occult Practitioners. ' These cures
have ceased to be miraculous because they are all
now within our common experience, or knowledge.
An examination of all historical miracles will re-
veal them as belonging to one of two general
classes: first, where the phenomenon is produced
by the independent functioning of individual mind
or where there is action of individual mind on
mind; second, where individual mind acts on oc-
cult forces.
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As examples of the functioning of individual
minds, there are what are commonly known as
voluntary clairvoyance and clairaudience. These
occult senses are not, in themselves, miraculous
but are only super-normal, as compared with un-
developed humanity of today; and clairvoyance
is a miracle only to those who do not understand
its functioning. When Jesus, using these occult
senses, saw Nathaniel under the fig-tree, far away,
He impressed all those around Him with His
superhuman power by describing the conversa-
tion that occurred and everything that was done
by Nathaniel. This created in the minds of His
hearers a worship of His power. In modern times
a person may also become clairvoyant and see
what is done at a distance, and the world is just
beginning to understand, in this twentieth century,
that such a sense is merely a normal, human power
developed by every ego at a certain point in its
evolvement.

The second division of the first class mentioned
—where mind acts on mind—is itself divisible into
two classes, magic and suggestion. Magic is a
distinet branch of Occultism; it is one of the occult
sciences. In another chapter it is dealt with from
its better known, but lesser aspect, as necromancy.
It will be touched upon now as one of the working
tools of the miracle man. Of course it must not
be supposed that its modus operandi will be dis-
closed, since that is one of the secrets of the
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student of the Occult. It is sufficient to say, then,
that, as a human mind can reach another mind
telepathically, so the human mind can act upon
intelligences less than human. For example, as
a man may control a dog, so may he control certain
intelligences which, as yet, have not incarnated on
this earth. These lesser intelligences are called
elementals, and, through the control of a trained
mind, can be made to produce physical phenomena,
such as the carrying of articles from place to
place, the precipitation of articles, the disintegra-
tion and reintegration of material things.

For example: When Jesus was called upon to
pay His taxes, He directed Simon to go to sea,
cast his hook, take the first fish caught and in its
mouth would be found a piece of money to pay
taxes for them both. Jesus, either clairvoyantly
saw a fish which had swallowed money—not a rare
occurrence—and through His will compelled it to
take the hook, or, knowing where there was money,
by the use of elementals, disintegrated, conveyed
and reintegrated it inside the fish. This latter
process of disintegrating and reintegrating is fre-
quently seen in these days at spiritistic séances as
in the precipitation of flowers, ete,

The difference between the amateur and expert
worker along these lines is that the precipitated
articles of the former last but a short time and
then crumble into dust, while those of the expert
last their normal lives. This difference is due to
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the fact that if the interstices between the par-
ticles that compose the percipitated article are
unduly extended, they will never again perma-
nently hold their normal relationship to each
other, nor will they hold their relationship if de-
magnetized in the operation—as the elasticity in
rubber is destroyed by overstretching, so de-
magnetization and overdistention in precipitation
weaken the articles precipitated. But the phe-
nomena cannot be produced without an extension
of the interstices and an expert judgment based
on numerous experiences is required to accurately
adjust the particles.

The second sub-division—suggestion—is more
familiar to the present age. Suggestion is a
thought sent telepathically by one mind to an-
other. No thought which is repeatedly and force-
fully sent to another person can fail to reach him;
but whether or not it is acted upon is another
question. Thought ‘travels unimpeded in the
same manner as the etheric waves, initiated by a
spark from a wireless station. The spark causes
a motion of the ether which goes forth onward
and outward into space, registering wherever
there is a receiving instrument. And wherever
there is a receiving mnegative mind it catches,
quickly, a thought sent telepathically into the
ether; and even a positive mind must receive a
thought sent by a trained mind direetly to it.

Suggestion plays a most important part in
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miracle working. In all cases of nervous troubles,
in almost all cases of functional troubles, sugges-
tion is an all-powerful instrument in healing.
Many wonderful cures of the modern miracle
worker are reported. It may have been a tumor
that was cured in an instant—all schools cite such
instances—but there never was a human sugges-
tion sufficiently powerful to destroy a fibroid
tumor and there is no authenticated case of
record, notwithstanding the many claims to that
effect. But there have been phantom tumors
which have been cured; that is to say there are
certain groups of nerves in the human body that
can be worked upon, by the ego incarnated within
that body, in such a manner as to cause all the
phenomenon of a tumor and which cannot be dis-
tinguished from a real tumor except through
clairvoyant vision, or an X-ray.

Through the power of suggestion it is possible,
in the case of a phantom tumor, to remove the
creating thought, which produced it, to relax the
nerves and thus dispel it—and these are the cases
that are cited in all the modern schools of miracle
workers.

Many persons have been nervously bed-ridden.
They were obsessed with the idea that they could
not move, that their musecles would not function,
that their nerves would not act. A strong sug-
gestion sent forth by a trained mind will change
the mentality of the person who is suffering and,
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through that change, bring a reaction to the
physical body. All nervous conditions can be suc-
cessfully changed and the many cases of this kind
cited in the Bible or performed by modern cults
can thus be explained.

Cures are sometimes effected by a mental
change through causes other than suggestion.
An interesting case of this kind occurred in
Savannah, Georgia, in 1886, during the Charleston
earthquake, A leading physician’s wife, who had
been bed-ridden for twenty years, and who had
been pronounced incurable by all the prominent
nerve specialists of the Eastern Coast, when she
felt the house rocking, bounded out of bed, ran
down two flights of stairs, dashed across the
street, vaunlted the fence into the park and sat on
a bench for several hours before she could be per-
sunaded to re-enter her house. The earthquake
brought a nervous shock to her which wrought
a complete change in her mentality, causing her
body to once more function normally.

Suggestion was used by Jesus and His disciples,
and by all Occultists who had preceded Him, and
it is -used by all similar workers today. When
Jesus fed the multitude on a few loaves and fishes,
the phenomenon did not then come within any of
the known laws of nature, occult or otherwise.
But it was possible with His power to impress,
through suggestion upon the minds of the people,
the belief that they had been fed. The phe-
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nomenon was produced, the curiosity of the mul-
titude was satisfied, its hunger appeased, creden-
tials established and mental suggestion had done
the work.

When King Edward, then the Prince of Wales,
visited India, it is authenticated that there were
present several thousand people in one of their
great temples, and that a wonder worker of India
was brought in who did the well-known basket
trick.

How was it done?

A mind can so dwell upon an image as to cause,
within its own photosphere, that image to appear;
and it can be so intensified that every one, looking
upon the person producing the picture, can see
nothing but the picture. The mental image is im-
pressed upon the minds of the spectators with
such intensity that it cannot be dlstmgulshed from
the reality.

Moses was not econvinced of his mission to the
Jews until the ‘“Lord God,’’ who came to him in
the bush, told him to cast down the stick he held
in his hand and it became a snake. Then he was
told to catch the snake by the tail, and, when he
had done it, the snake was transformed into a rod.
In reality there was no snake, but an image of a
snake had been impressed upon Moses’ mind, and
it is said that Aaron went through a similar ex-
perience.

Moses and the Egyptian miracle workers, in
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their contest for supremacy, as miracle workers,
each produced the same phenomena in the same
way; that is to say, they held the image so com-
plete in their minds that any person looking at
them could see nothing but the image.

Madam Blavatsky duplicated some of these
phenomena in New York when she formed the
Theosophical Society. A gentleman called upon
her who desired to join the society and to become
her student. 'When he was boasting of his ability
and bravery, Madam dropped her handkerchief,
and, as he stooped to pick it up, to all appearances
it became a snake. It isneedless to say he did not
join the’society.

When Jesus performed His first miracle of turn-
ing water into wine, it was done, or could have
been done, by His imaging the water as wine. The
guests did not know the difference and were better
off with the imagined wine than they would have
been with the fermented juice of the grapes—
having consumed a quantity of the latter during
the earlier part of the supper.

The second class of cases is where an individual
mind manipulates occult forces. What and where
are these forces?

The Occultist says that around, in, and through
the earth, are subtile forces of nature which the
human mind, by study and concentration, can use
as it desires. As the dynamo collects free elec-
tricity from the atmosphere, by the rapid revolu-
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tion and friction of its wheel and turns it info
light, heat, or power, so the human mind, acting
as a dynamo, can attract to itself the free Cosmic
Forees of nature, and, drawing them into itself,
can then send them forth in any direction and for
any purpose it may desire. Many miracles are
performed by the mind consciously using these
occult forces, but only a trained mind is able to do
it. Merely thinking of them in a passive way
cannot put them into operation.

The mind acts upon these forces as the wind
acts upon water. For example: there is a placid
lake. Now a little breeze stirs the water slightly;
the breeze continues, growing in strength, and
there is a ripple on the water; and as the wind
increases the ripples finally become waves.

It is in a like manner that the human mind acts
upon the Cosmic Forces through concentration; a
little thought scarcely brings any action of the
forces. But when concentration is continued for
any length of time, they are set into motion and
thus it is that miracles may be performed.

When Jesus performed the miracle of the draft
of fishes, He probably produced the phenomenon
by putting into operation these same forces of
nature. He pictured, near the boat, a vortex in
the water; this caused a movement there, which
attracted the fish to that center. Then He directed
His disciples to cast their nets into the vortex and
they made the miraculous catch.
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When Jesus stilled the storm He put a Cosmie
Force into action which nullified the opposing
force. He drew a higher Cosmic Force into the
vortex where the storm was raging. The higher
overcame the lower and dissipated its fury. When
Jesus saw Lazarus lying dead, He knew that the
vibrations of the atoms ecomposing Lazarus’ body
had become so slow that the ego could no longer
control it with its magnetic force. Jesus with His
tremendous power of concentration directed the
Orange Cosmic Force into the motionless form of
Lazarus and commanded him to ‘‘come forth.”’
Then the conscious ego, who was still near its
body, re-entered and Lazarus was raised from the
dead.

Within a short time after death, life may be re-
stored by any one who understands the process of
restoration. The Electrotherapist, on rare oc-
casions, has resurrected a lifeless body through
the use of electricity—which is a part of the Blue
Cosmic Force. The difference between the Oc-
cultist’s method and the Electrotherapist’s is,
the former does the work through mental proec-
esses and the latter by aid of an electric battery.
In the course of the evolution of the human race,
to triumph over a premature death will cease to
be a miracle.

It is contrary to the traditions of Oeccultism to
teach other than aceepted students, the use of the
destructive forces of Nature. Mankind, unfor-
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tunately, is still, like a child, destructive in its
tendency—as witness Art, Science, Literature, In-
vention, Manufacture, Transportation—every line
of human endeavor perverted to destructive pur-
poses during the last five years. And for this
reason, details of how Jesus destroyed the fig-tree,
or how the plagues befell the Egyptians ecannot
be entered into. But it is sufficient to say that the
destructive forces of Nature can be put into opera-
tion, by the human mind, in the same manner as
can the constructive forces and both may be used
to produce miracles.

The immediate purpose of this chapter is to
show that all men are using the forces of Nature,
through which miracles are performed. The con-
scious agent produces them quickly, while he who
uses the forces unconsciously does not get results
until after many years—and then may be unable
to trace the causes from their effects. Most per-
sons drag out unhappy lives, due to their environ-
ment, totally unconscious that it is self-created,
and that it is self-curable through a change of
mental attitude toward it.

Each person, through the study of psychology
and philosophy, can ledrn the rules that govern
creation and make the Spiritual, Mental and
Physical environment desired. And since to think
is to create, all men should carefully scrutinize
their habits of thought lest they become Franken-
steins and create monsters.
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A man’s character determines the quality of his
thoughts; and therefore, all the Saviours of the
world have taught the same ethical principles,
hoping thereby to convince man that ethics are
not moral platitudes but are statements of the
immutable laws of Nature.
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CHAPTER THREE
VIBRATION

ScienTists tell us that vibration is motion and is
the underlying cause of everything that exists as
form. But the Occultist goes further and says
that vibration began with time, and was the result
of the desire of the Universal Consciousness for
light and for mental and material expression in
forms.

The Scientist says it is atoms, ions, corpuscles
and electrical invisibles that vibrate. He admits
that he has never seen one of these infinitesimal
divisions of matter, yet he blindly claims that they
exist, as necessities, since they are the bricks with
which the Universe is builded, and here he stops
for lack of further knowledge along this line.

Such students as are not satisfied with such
meager information as the Scientist has to give,
may turn to the Occultist and learn that the atom -
is the smallest indivisible particle of matter and
is a globular, vibrating center of magnetic foree.
It has two distinet motions, a rotary, or generating
motion, and an elliptical, or manifesting motion.
It is an infinitesimal portion of the Universal Con-
sciousness and has a positive and a negative
aspect.

63
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Its positive aspect is atomic consciousness; its
negative aspect is materiality, and neither aspeet
can function without the other. By reason of its
conscious, or positive aspect, its rotary motion is
maintained; and by reason of its materiality, or
negative aspect, its elliptical, or manifesting mo-
tion is sustained.

During the long Cosmic Nights, while the Uni-
versal Consciousness was unconscious and resting,
there was no vibration of atoms in the Universe.
There was nothing but darkness and silence. Such
portions of the Universal Consciousness as had, in
previous Cosmic Days, been particled into atoms
were as vibrationless as was the unparticled por-
tion. All forms had disappeared and the Uni-
versal Consciousness was a boundless, homoge-
netic, motionless sea.

Before the Great Consciousness became uncon-
scious, It knew how long the coming Cosmic Night
would last, and, as a finite mind, before sinking
into repose, knows the hour it must waken, so the
Universal Consciousness knew when Its rest would
end, and when Its mental and material manifesta-
tion would again begin.

It was in the center of the Universe that vibra-
tion began on the morning of each Cosmic Day;
and it was, and it will be, in the center of the
Universe that vibration ended, and will end, at the
close of this and of every other Cosmic Day. And
such centers as were first created, by Universal
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Consciousness for It to manifest through, were
formed at the center of the Universe. They were
and are the vital organs of the Macrocosm and
stand in the same relationship to the Universal
Consciousness as do the vital organs of the mi-
crocosmic man to his physical form of manifes-
tation.

It was at these centers—where the vital organs
of the Macrocosm were to be placed—that atomie
vibration began, as it was at the centers where the
vital organs of microcosmic man were to be, that
his material, atomic vibrations began, before he
became a manifesting center of consciousness.

‘When the first great desire for material mani-
festation began in the Universal Consciousness, a
few atoms at the center of the Universe began
slowly to rotate and, because of their rotary mo-
tions, those atoms became differentiated, or sepa-
rated from the homogeneous mass of unconscions-
ness—of which they had been a part—and became
individual vortices of force. They were preparing
to manifest the force they were generating.

The immediate effect of the rotary motion of
the first few atoms was to create a magnetic center
of attraction for more atoms to differentiate and
to join the vortex already formed, and thus the
nucleoid of the Macrocosmic heart was ereated.

As an illustration: There is a large block of ice.
It is lying smooth and motionless. Suddenly, in
the center of that ice, something stirs. Now there
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appears to be a few infinitesimal grains of ice mov-
ing slightly ; and now more grains of ice are join-
ing in the movement. As each grain separates
from the original mass, it is attracted to and joins
that vibrating center; and now that center is
changing in appearance. It is no longer ice but
is transformed into a liquid. The ice has melted.

The transformation of the solid block of ice into
liquid was caused by the increased rotary and
elliptical motions of the atoms composing the ice.
And the increase of motion, or vibration, was pro-
duced by the minute bit of consciousness of each
atom responding to its innate desire for a broader
manifestation than it could have in its congealed
form as ice.

‘When there was no desire for manifestation in
a higher form than that of ice, there was neither
a rotary nor an elliptical motion, perceptible, of
the atoms composing that mass; but, when the de-

. sire for a higher manifestation awakened in each
atom, then vibration and differentiation began and
the ice evolved into water, the next higher state
of consciousness above ice.

In the beginning of a Cosmic Day, before any
material forms have been created, there are two
grades of atoms, the negative and the positive.
The negative grade is that portion of God—Uni-
versal Consciousness—which has never manifested
in forms of any kind during any Cosmic Day.
That grade can be called the superabundance of



VIBRATION 57

God. It is really the great reserve of the Uni-
versal Consciousness and is sometimes called the
undifferentiated part of God. When compared
with the positive, manifesting grade of atoms, it
is as the potter’s clay compared with the potter’s
wares. It is fallow now, but, in Days to come, it
will be gradually brought into manifestation, as
it is needed to carry out the plans of Deity.

But it is the vibrating, manifesting portion of
God—Universal Consciousness—that is now under
consideration, and It is composed of atoms and
atoms. Some are vibrating more rapidly than
others, because they belong to a higher grade of
consciousness than others. And this is because
they have been differentiated for a longer time,
have vibrated more, have generated more force
and have been used in the composition of higher
forms than others. It is the difference between
the experienced and inexperienced atoms which
makes the distinction.

In the beginning of this Cosmic Day, when the
manifesting portion of God desired to again mani-
fest in the forms of men and things, It knew, by *
Its past experiences in other Days, that the vibra-
tion of all Its manifesting particles, or atoms,
must be established before any forms could be
produced : and it was through the conscious aspect
of the highest grade of atoms, at the center of the
Universe, that rotation, or vibration, began. And
it was from that point, as a center, that the desire
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emanated which inspired all other rotating atoms
to vibrate higher.

As an illustration of the operation of the Law
of Attraction, or of sympathy, as it is sometimes
called, the same principle manifests in the human
family as contagion of action. For example:
Should a man start to run, on a thoroughfare, al-
most every one who saw him, would first wonder
why he was running, and then the street would be
filled with persons running after him. If a person
in a ecrowd begins to laugh and continues laughing
for a while, every one who hears, langhs also. If a
pathetic scene upon the stage causes a few in-
dividuals to weep, the whole audience becomes af-
fected, through the operation of the Law of Attrac-
tion, or sympathy, and weep, or feel like weeping.
And as it is with centers of consciousness, so it is
with the atoms composing those centers; they
vibrate, or rotate, according to the extent of each
one’s inherent power, and are in sympathy with
all other atoms in their individual center.

The creation of a form began with the amalga-
mation of two, or more, atoms vibrating at the
same common rate. And the growth of a form
is due to the continuous attraction of more atoms
of a common rate to that nucleus, or center.

For example: The vortex of atoms that was
the beginning of a pine tree, began with the amal-
gamation of a few atoms vibrating at the same
rate. And, through the magnetic attraction, or
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sympathy, emanating from those few atoms, as a
vortex, or nucleus, more atoms of the same rate
were attracted. But, atoms vibrating at a dif-
ferent rate, such as would combine to compose an
elm, or a maple tree, were repelled from that
center. Through its magnetic attraction, that pine
tree center slowly accumulated from earth, air and
water only such atoms as would make it consistent
in all its parts—which would make it a pine tree
and nothing else.

There was another element that entered into
the creation of the pine tree. There was a certain
amount of concentration of consciousness, as well
as the sympathy, or attraction, of its atoms for
each other. There was consciousness enough in
each atom composing the pine tree to enable them
to reject, or repel, as well as to attract and select,
the right atoms to harmonize with them, and to
make their center a perfect tree. And this small
amount of consciousness grew with the tree’s
growth, because each atom that came into it
brought a bit more consciousness to swell the con-
glomerate whole until it became a pine tree con-
sciousness with its own individual form, odor and
color. But, if that pine tree consciousness had
not also had the power to repel atoms of a differ-
ent vibration, instead of bearing pine needles and
pine cones, it would have borne leaves and fruit.

Forms, on the spiritual plane of consciousness,
are composed of atoms vibrating at a very rapid
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rate, are of the finest texture and of most ex-
quisite colorings. The beauty and fineness of
spiritual forms are due to the fact that they are
composed of atoms that have evolved from lower
grades of manifestation, through many forms of
expression, to the spiritual plane.

All consciousness is intensified through the ex-
periences of expression; and, whether it be an
atom, or a conglomerate mass of atoms forming
a sun, a world, a man, or an animal, manifestation,
or expression, is the only means by which con-
sciousness evolves.

The atoms on the mental planes are next lower,
in their rates of vibration, than are those upon
the spiritual planes and their colorings are also
varied according to their rates of vibration, but
each mental form is individualized and manifests
according to its development, or undevelopment,
as the case may be.

For example: There are many so-called unusual
minds. Unusual because they have mental char-
acteristics peculiar to themselves. They live upon
the earth in physical bodies, or they may be ex-
carnated and abide upon some of the subjective
planes of consciousness but they are not in rap-
port with the mass of consciousnesses around
them. Such minds glorify everything they see.
To them the color blue is bluer than it is to
others. The sunshine is more golden and the
moonlight has a charm that others cannot see.



VIBRATION 61

Music, to them, is entrancing; art, uplifting;
beauty, adorable; and love, glorifying.

These minds are idealistic; and the atoms, which
compose them, vibrate at a more rapid rate than
do the atoms that compose the minds who never
can determine the true color of a thing, and who
like sunshine better than clouds because they feel
more comfortable on a sunny day. (Or, who like
posters better than pictures because they are
funnier;)

The Occultist would describe the idealistic mind
as in rapport with the higher Cosmic Forces, while
those minds who do not idealize, vibrate with the
lower shades of the red, green and orange
Cosmic Forees.

On the material plane the atoms composing
physical, or material, forms are of a still lower
rate of vibration than are those upon the mental
plane; but everything from the greatest and most
sublime, down to the smallest and most insig-
nificant center of consciousness, generates and
possesses powers that manifest as attraction and
repulsion, in its individual radius or sphere. And
whether a center belongs to the constructive, or
destructive, side of Nature, depends upon its mode
of manifestation. If it manifests more attraction
than repulsion it is more constructive than de-
structive. But if it manifests more repulsion than
attraction then it is more destructive than con-
structive.
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In the morning of this, our Cosmic Day, before
any forms had been created, the Universal Con-
sciousness started Its constructive atoms rotating
from left to right; and Its destructive atoms rotat-
ing from right to left. The reason construction
goes from left to right and destruction from right
to left has mnot been revealed by Universal Con-
sciousness to finite minds. And it is quite unim-
portant, to finite minds, which direction, construe-
tive, or destructive, atoms rotate; but, for the
sake of the evolvement of forms, it is most impor-
tant that the constructionists should preponder-
ate in numbers over the destructionists. For, if
the atoms vibrating destructively should equal, or
exceed, in numbers the atoms vibrating construe-
tively then the destruction of all forms, in the
Universe, would ensue, and evolution would cease.

As an illustration of how forms composed of
destructive, or outlaw, atoms disturb construective
centers, or forms, in Cosmos, comets may be con-
sidered. These are centers of consciousness com-
posed of atoms that rotate from right to left. They
are Cosmic centers, with no dependable orbits
of manifestation, but go rushing about in space,
for a time, colliding with other centers, which
come in their way. They are destructive and dis-
orderly and usually end their careers by plunging
into a sun, somewhere in the Universe, or by ex-
ploding and scattering their fragments into space.
When those fragments of broken comets are at-
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tracted into the atmosphere of a planet, they fall
upon it and are buried in the ground, or are swal-
lowed by the sea. These fragments are often
called meteors.

Among men, in the body politic, there are minds
whose atoms rotate from right to left, overturning
and destroying happy and prosperous, social and
financial conditions. Such minds are found among
those who hate and kill other men. They are the
minds who delight in the downfall of other human
beings and who seek to rob others of their pos-
sessions both mental and material.

Among men’s foods and medicines there are .
nourishing, upbuilding things composed of atoms
that are constructively rotating from left to right,
and there are poisonous, destructive things com-
posed of atoms destructively rotating from right
to left. The poisonous, outlaw atoms clog the
system, destroy the blood and break down the tis-
sues. All poisonous things are destructive, and
are composed of outlaw atoms, and yet, there are
individuals who deliberately inject into-the bodies
of other individuals the deadly preparations they
know are destructive.

Should the body and the mind of a man be mag-
nified until the atoms, of which he is composed,
were to become visible to physical eyes, those
atoms would be seen as rotating, revolving globes,
or balls, and each a separate and distinct center
of generating, magnetic force. The atoms com-
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posing the mind intermingle with the physical
atoms influencing and controlling them by reason
of their greater magnetic power.

This control of physical atoms, by mind atoms,
is accomplished through the conscious half of the
mind atoms coming into contact with the conscious
half of the physical atoms. It is here, as it is
throughout the Universe, that the stronger control
the weaker.

When a physical body is resting, or sleeping, it
is not manifesting, or expressing, force but its
atoms do not stop rotating. Each atom is a minia-
ture dynamo continuously generating and storing
force for future nse. This is why sleep is neces-
sary for an exhausted physical body, because,
when the body is motionless, its atoms are accumu-
lating more force than they are expending.

If the magnified physical body should be afflicted
with cancer, the diseased part would be seen com-
posed of outlaw atoms rotating in an opposite
direction from those which compose the harmo-
nious, or healthy tissues. And those destructive,
cancerous atoms would be rotating at a slower
rate, and would be of a different color than the
harmonious atoms.

Should an Occultist treat that inharmonious con-
dition, he would send into the patient’s body a
magnetic stream, or army, of new, constructive
atoms rotating so much more rapidly than the
cancerous ones that the outlaws would be forced
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out and away from the body. And his work would
be done upon both the mental and the physical
planes. He would bring such material remedies
into use, upon the diseased tissues, as would re-
move the destructive physical atoms, and his reme-
dies would all be constructive. They would
strengthen and stimulate the healthy atoms by
reinforcing them in number, and the new atoms
would take the places vacated by the outlaw, or
cancerous ones.

But, if relief were not brought to this physical
body and it were left to the destructive power
of the cancerous atoms, then the rotary motion of
the healthy atoms would gradually become slower
and the patient’s whole body would become nega-
tive to the destructive outlaw atoms. Positiveness,
whether constructive or destruective, overcomes
negativeness everywhere in the Universe; and the
positive, destructive, cancerous atoms in this pa-
tient’s body would gradually overpower and
change the rotary motion of the negatively con-
structive ones until the whole physical body and
blood would become inharmonious and eancerous.
But if the patient had evolved mentally and
physically to a state of positive constructiveness,
then his mental atoms would control his physical
atoms and, repelling the destructive ones, prevent
their entrance among them.

Observation and experience have shown that,
soon or late, destruction destroys itself; that a
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destructive center continues to attract destructive
“atoms to itself until there comes a revulsion among
the destructionists and it is disrupted. And, while
it is true that destroyers work more rapidly, while
they work, and do more mischief in a shorter time
than constructionists can immediately rebuild, yet,
in the Universe, the destructionists are so greatly
outnumbered by the constructionists, that evolve-
ment of forms will continue until the end of this
Cosmic Day.

When a constructive, evolving center, or form,
is large, strong and positive enough to attract and
control dissipated, unruly atoms, it can, by its
magnetic power, change the rotary motion of those
dissipated atoms and force them to rotate from
left to right in harmony with its own vibration;
and thus the destructive center may be changed to
the constructive side of Nature.

For example: In Cosmos, a comet that plunges
into a sun is, by the superior magnetic force of
the sun, stopped in its career. Its atoms are com-
pelled to vibrate in harmony with those of the sun
by reason of the greater number and superior,
magnetic power of the sun’s atoms; and the con-
sciousness of the sun’s atoms is so much further
evolved than is the consciousness of the comet’s
atoms that the sun absorbs the comet without
shock or injury to itself.

The continuation, or life, of a center depends
upon its magnetic power to hold its atoms to-
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gether, to keep them vibrating in harmony and,
also, to continuously attract new atoms. And an
individual mind must continually gain in knowl-
edge and power of concentration, or become stag-
nant; for there is no center in the Universe that
is not changing for better, or worse, during a
period of evolutionary activity. Everything must
evolve, or devolve.

What men call life is evolution. What men call
death is dissolution. When the atoms composing
a man’s physical body have ceased to vibrate at
a rate rapid enough for the mental, or higher, con-
sciousness to hold them together, as a center of
physical force, the man has ceased to manifest
upon the material plane and his physical atoms
must be dispersed. The dispersed physical atoms
will again be attracted to other material centers
while the same magnetic mind will create another
material body by attracting other atoms, of a
higher rate of vibration, into its matrix.

And when this Cosmic Day is done, and this
period of time has ended, the manifestation. of
God—Universal Consciousness—will again become
vibrationless. The atoms composing all centers
in the Universe will cease to rotate and will re-
main motionless where they once manifested. And
it shall then come to pass that, ‘‘In the place where
the tree falleth, there it shall be’’; and evolution
will rest until the dawn of another Cosmic Day.



CHAPTER FOUR
COSMIC EVOLUTION

In studying Cosmic Evolution, the student has, for
his source of information, only such records as
were made by ancient Occultists and were pre-
served, in secret archives, by such custodians of
occult knowledge, as succeeded those ancient re-
corders. And it has been, only, during the last
two decades, that any esoteric knowledge, of
Occultism, has been given, even to students,
for the purpose of publication. But, now, since
the grossness, the immorality, the selfishness
and the ignorance of the Piscine Age is soon to
disappear in the darkness of oblivion, and, as the
human race approaches the Aquarian Cycle of
wisdom and spiritual power, a few fragments of
occult knowledge are offered. And this is in answer
to the soul-hungering demands of the few who
cannot accept, as true, the ecclesiastical dogmas
for their guides through life.

The desire to know the truth about his origin,
why he is here, how he shall live, where he is going
and what his true relationship is to God and to
his fellowmen, had brought forth from the Custo-
dians of occult knowledge a few truths for man-
kind’s consideration. That all men will not accept
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these truths and live by them, is a foregone con-
clusion; but to the few to whom they appeal,
they are offered as aids in understanding some
of the mysteries of life.

To bring to finite mind something of a compre-
hension of the evolvement of Deity, It may be
compared with the gestation and birth of an in-
fant, human body. The Custodians of occult
knowledge have said, that, before Deity mani-
fested any force, It had lain for eons in a vast
state of unconsciousness. That, what is now called
the Universal Consciousness, or Infinite Mind,
was then nothing but unconscious passivity. It
was without form, was void; and darkness was
everywhere.

As the human infant, in gestation, lies, for
months, in darkness in its mother’s womb, so
Deity had lain unconscious and passive. As the
human infant, during its gestation, knows nothing
and feels nothing, so Deity, during Its gestation,
was without sensation and cognition.

The Custodians of occult knowledge have said
that, in the early morning of the first Cosmic
Day, ¢“ God alone was.”” That God was in the
Universe and God was the Universe, and still Tt
was without form and was void, and then came the
first desire of Deity. As Its gestation came to an
end, Its first desire awakened and that desire was
for light; for, without light, there could have been
no material manifestation of Deity any more than,
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without the desire to exist, there could have been
growth, or development, of the human soul. And

on the morning of Deity’s first natal day, Its first
manifestation of activity was at Its center, or
heart.

As the heart of the unborn infant begins to
throb before it makes its entrance into its physical
activities, of material expression, so did the great
Unconsciousness begin Its light vibrations at Its
heart center.

As an illustration: There is a large pond of
water lying motionless; not a ripple disturbs the
smoothness of its surface. It is cold and dark and
deep. Its great depth and intense stillness make
it appear bottomless and limitless. Now a tiny
bubble appears in the center upon the surface. It
is the only spot of light in the whole pond and it
floats slowly round and round. Now another
bubble appears and follows the first one; and now
there is another and another until what seems a
tiny current, or eddy, is formed.

At first this current moves in a small circle;
then, as more bubbles appear, the cirele grows in
size and its momentum increases, and, the faster
the stream of bubbles moves, the larger grows the
circle ; until, by reason of its own rapid movement
and force of expansion, it breaks into two portions;
but the momentum, or vibration, established, in
the stream of bubbles continues until the two
ends of each half circle, unite, and where, in the
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beginning, there was but one circle of bubbles,
there are now two, and both of these are whirling
faster as each circle becomes augmented by more
bubbles coming to the surface within the widening
radius.

And there is also a peculiar sound coming from
those rapidly moving bubbles. It is a sort of
rhythmic murmur and increases in volume as the
circles increase in size, number and velocity. But
when those circles break and form into smaller
circles, the sound diminishes in volume to increase
again as each new circle approaches its breaking-
point.

And now there are other similar disturbances
beginning to manifest in other parts of the pond;
and, after a while, a small portion of the water is
filled with bubbling, boiling maelstroms. These
maelstroms are large and small vortices and each
is apparently moving about without aim or pur-
pose.

This illustration gives but a faint conception
of how Universal Consciousness appeared on Its
first Cosmic Day. The Custodians say all that
Deity accomplished on that first Day, was to
establish the vibration of light and of sound—
which was the direct result of the vibration of
light—and it was then that the Law of Cause and
Effect began to operate. It was set into motion
when the differentiation of atoms began in what is
now known as the Universal Consciousness.
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It has been said that the Universal Conscious-
ness is not now self-conscious in all Its parts.
That there are areas so great, that finite minds
cannot conceive their vastness, where there is
neither light, nor sound, nor any kind of forms;
and that it is only through such centers, or vor-
tices, as have been created and maintained within
It, during past eons, that Deity has been evolving
toward self-consciousness. That during Its first
Cosmic, or natal day, from Universal unconscious-
ness, Deity became sub-conscious in some of Ifs
parts, and then came the Cosmic Night when all
vibration ceased and, again, absolute unconscious-
ness prevailed throughout the Universe.

The Occultist says that the Cosmic Night which
follows a Cosmic Day is of equal length with that
Day, and, that, as Deity has grown in strength
and has become more sub-conscious, It required
less time for rest, and, gradually, the Cosmic Days
and Nights have grown shorter as Deity has
evolved. That many of the details of minor
things, done each Cosmic Day, are now but repeti-
tions of those of former Days; and the plans made
on the morning of each Day can now be fulfilled
with greater rapidity than were those of former
Days; that the present Cosmic Day will be much
shorter than any of those preceding it, and that
the Cosmic Tomorrows will continue to grow
shorter and still shorter as evolution proceeds.

On the second Cosmic Day, when the Universal



COSMIC EVOLUTION 73

Consciousness awakened, and Its desire for
activity again began to manifest, the first new
things to be established were the vibratory wave
lengths in the ether. And, since the vibrations of
Its differentiating atoms were to be the keynotes
to the creation of forms, the basic wave lengths
of the ether had to be established before any
substantial form could be produced.*

As the pendulum of a clock swings a longer, or
a shorter, distance, according to the length of
the pendulum and the size of the machinery in the
clock, so were the basic wave lengths of the second
Cosmic Day established acecording to the strength
and consciousness of Deity on that Day. And it
is said that the sound vibrations of the waves of
the ether on that Day, could have been written
on one line and one space, in the present musical
scale, and those sounds corresponded to those of
C and D flat. That D flat was the apex of sound
while C was the lower note.

Three was the completed number for the etheric
wave lengths of the manifesting atoms of the
Universal Consciousness on the second Cosmic
Day, and, from that limited range in the musical

* The following figures and diagram may help to make plain

an idea of the difference in the etheric wave lengths of different
Cosmic Days.

o -2/ \#- -%:
3 (. 4 7 i



74 FRAGMENTS OF TRUTH

scale, the etheric wave lengths have been in-
creased, during the succeeding Cosmic Days, until,
on the Day preceding this, number three, or E,
was the apex of Its wave lengths and five was then
the completed number.

But the evolution accomplished during that
Cosmic Yesterday was such as to make it possible
for the Universal Consciousness to reach a higher
note Today, and when the vibratory wave lengths
of Today were established, the range of tone
ran from C to F, and four became the apex num-
ber while seven was the completed number. This
range of sound having been established in the
beginning of this Cosmic Day the numbers four
and seven, and their multiples, are most promi-
nent throughout all nature, as is shown in the
number of planets composing the completed
Planetary Chains of Today, and in the cycles of
time and Cosmie Periods, as well as in the various
other completed conditions.

A Cosmic Day is an unrevealed number of solar
years of cosmic activity. It is a period of time
that Herbert Spencer described as an era of evolu-
tion, and is what Genesis describes as the seven
days of Creation. It is the greatest cycle of time
and is so vast that the finite mind could not realize
its extent, if it were to be told the exact number
of years it contains. It is one-half of an eternity,
and that other half is the Cosmic Night that fol-
lows it.
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'A Cosmic Day is always divided into as many
Cosmic Periods as there are numbers, or notes,
in the basie, etheric wave lengths for that Day;
and, because of this, the Cosmic Periods in the
Cosmic Yesterdays were necessarily fewer, but
of greater length, than are those of Today.

For example: The last Cosmic Yesterday con-
tained but five Cosmic Periods, but each Period
was longer than the Cosmic periods of Today will
be. And it should be a source of satisfaction and
encouragement, to finite minds, to know that the
Universal Consciousness has evolved sufficiently
to have gained two extra Cosmic Periods since the
last Cosmic Yesterday. This gain in the number
of evolutionary Periods, in this Cosmic Day, is
also evidence of the evolvement of finite minds,
who are some of the centers through which Deity
expresses Itself.

During the fifth Period of the last Cosmic Yes-
terday, and while Infinite Mind—God—was pre-
paring for rest, after the activities of that Day,
It knew what It wished to accomplish Today.
Through Its experiences, during Its preceding
Cosmic Days, It had learned much that could not
be expressed in forms again until the great Uni-
versal record had been cleaned of all its remnants
of unperfected expressions of Itself, and until a
fresh, clean page had been turned in the book of
evolution.

Among the many things that Infinite Mind had
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learned, was that attraction and repulsion were
two of Its most powerful and necessary forces;
and that, without the operation of these forces,
creation and disintegration of forms could not be
accomplished. And so, Infinite Mind established
those forces as permanent laws which would un-
derlie the creation of everything that should ever
become an expression of Itself in the Universe.

Near the end of the last Cosmic Day, the atoms
that had composed the suns and worlds of that
Period, and which had functioned as Cosmie
Centers during that Day, began to lose their at-
tracting powers. Then their rotary, or generat-
ing, motions became lessened; and then came the
time when the old suns, impoverished because of
their diminishing magnetic forces, became like
old, worn-out dynamos.

One by one they flamed up and their lights
went out; but, before each had disappeared, it
poured out the last of its forces in a blaze of glory.
Then the moons, that had reflected the light from
those old suns, losing their sources of supply,
also were darkened and disappeared. They be-
came dead globes floating aimlessly in space; and
thus it was at the closing of the last great Cosmie
Period, as the end approached, the lights in the
heavens went out one by one.

It was in the portions of -the Universe far-
thest from the great Central Suns that disintegra-
tion began. Since those remote suns and worlds
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and stars had evolved the least, they were de-
stroyed first. It was the weakest and smallest of
Cosmic| expressions of Infinite Mind that went
first because the survival of the fittest was, and
will be, the rule by which Deity has measured, and
will measure, the length of the existence of Its
‘experiences and expressions.

Like an aged human form, when its days of
usefulness are waning, and, when, through its
lack of vital force, it feels its inability to serve,
the life prineciple, or vital energy, begins to recede
first from its extremities. The hands and feet
become powerless to obey the mind within, and
then, gradually, the whole body loses its magnetic
power. As a de-sensitized photographic plate
fails to register a picture of the object exposed to
it, so does the old, useless brain fail to register the
thoughts that Infinite Mind desires to express
through it. ]

In other Cosmic Days, gradually, as each center
became abandoned by its dependents, one by one
those centers were disintegrated; since each had
fulfilled its mission—had given to Infinite Mind
the experience It desired—and was no longer
needed for that particular form of expression.

To Infinite Mind, the disintegration of a sun
or a world, is but a momentary incident; but to
finite mind, such disintegration, or destruction,
seems ages and ages in accomplishment, and ter-
rible to witness. For it is with tremendous elec-
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trical shocks that the satellites of a disrupted sun
receive its dying messages of light and life forces.
For a time, the satellites and all the creatures
living upon them riot madly; and then, like
drunken men, the undeveloped finite minds cease
all creative work and spend their time in follies,
or in vices.

As any unwise individual, who has received an
inheritance, for which he has given nothing in
return, spends that inheritance in riotous living,
so do the undeveloped finite minds, on receiving
the last messages of life from their dying sun, ex-
haust those forces, and themselves, in excessive
emotionalism, while the more developed finite
minds, feeling that the night is coming, when no
man can work, intensify their efforts to gain
more in their development before the light goes
wholly out.

And it is during the maddened rush of unde-
veloped finite minds, to grasp and to hold all
that they can gain of material possessions, that
great injustices are done and terrible wars are
declared and fought upon a planet. It is then
that nations rise against nations and individuals
against individuals. It is during those last days
of a Cosmic Period, or Cycle, that great crimes
are committed and that colossal cruelties and in-
human selfishness are manifested between indi-
viduals composing a nation, or a race. And at
such times great pressure is brought to bear npon
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all the inhabitants of a world. Forces are poured
upon both animals and human beings to bring
forth the best, or the worst, in'their natures. If
an animal, or a human mind, has more evil than
good in its nature, the evil will come to the sur-
face and manifest to the exclusion of the good.
But if there is more good than evil then the good
will manifest and the evil will be held in abeyance.

And whether a sun is great, or small, as the end
of a great Cosmic Period approaches, the Solar
Deities, who created and control it, compel it to
give of its force all that it is capable of giving to
hasten the evolvement of the creatures depending
upon it for life and magnetic power. And, in look-
ing about on this mundane sphere, there are many
strange and chaotic conditions that could not be
understood were it not for the explanations given
by the Custodians of occult knowledge.

For here are men and women working their
bodies and brains almost to the breaking-point;
and yet, no one, on this plane of consciousness,
seems to know the cause of the pressure being
put upon them. Some men feel that they must
amass fortunes and slave night and day for money
and for property; and then, suddenly and un-
accountably, they are seized with a desire to spend
their wealth; and drive their bodies into a state
of nervous prostration in their efforts to scatter
it.

Some students feel the same Cosmic pressure
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and think ambition is forcing them to study. They
drive themselves into brain fever, perhaps, in
their efforts to accomplish the impossible in a few
years. And now all humanity upon this earth is
rushing faster and faster; every conceivable thing
is invented and put into use to speed on this
terrific rush; and when men are asked what they
are rushing after, every one has a different reason
to give for his hurry.

It is said by those who claim to know the truth,
that on every planet in the Universe, where men
and things are evolving, this same pressure is
manifesting; and it is because it is now the Cosmic
Saturday afternoon for the sixth great Cosmiec
Period in this Cosmic Day; and, humanity, un-
conscious of the cause of its tremendous haste, is
getting ready for the Cosmic Sabbath near at
hand. Humanity is on the home stretch, as it
were, toward the new cycle of evolution and is
making its best time to reach the goal of perfec-
tion for this Cosmic Day. The Universal Con-
sciousness is finishing Its work for this Cosmic
Day, and there is still much to accomplish by every
individualized center, before the great Night
comes on.

In the morning of the Seventh Cosmic Period,
the last human classes will be heard and the final
examinations will be made in this great evolu-
tionary school. Such souls as have gained the
right, by reason of their persistent effort and in-
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dividual growth, to stand in the highest classes
will become the greatest products of this Cosmic
Day; and when the Cosmic Night comes, they will
not lose their individuality for which they have
striven. But, those who have been too weak, or
too wicked, to gain that distinction will go back
into the bosom of the Infinite.

Near the end of the Cosmic Sabbath, there will
first begin to be a diminution in the vibration of
the ether. The magnetic power now moving the
denser planets in the Universe will be gradually
withdrawn and that great stimulating Force will
slowly begin to flow out into the Cosmic Currents
surrounding those planets. This will cause the dis-
integration of some of the grosser, material forms
upon the denser worlds, and then, as an aged and
decrepit person, from whose body the magnetic
forces are going, moves falteringly and slowly,
so the great planets, once filled with electrical
force, will begin to move less rapidly. Then their
daily revolutions will be slower because the atoms
of which they are composed will be vibrating
slower. And, as the magnetic attraction within
them grows weaker, the atoms of which they are
composed will be held less closely together and
there will be seen many strange phenomena in the
heavens.

After the planets that vibrate as red and green
have been disintegrated, the next higher grades
will begin going through the same disintegrating
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process, and, after a time, they, too, will pass into
Cosmie, Occult history and with them will go all
the procrastinated evolution of men and matter
which belonged to them. Afterwards only the
seventh class of planets will be left in the Uni-
verse and upon these will be no men with material
bodies, for such souls will have then evolved to
Beings with Godlike wisdom and power; and they
will be the ripened fruit of this Cosmic Day.
And then those Beings will have passed beyond
the limitations of worlds, and beyond the grosser
grades of matter. They will have become sunlike
centers of consciousness in the unconfined realms
of Omniscient Mind. And, finally, all the ma-
terial Universe will cease to exist, as forms, and
the long rest for God and Gods will again begin.



CHAPTER FIVE
MOSES THE MAGICIAN
A Study in the Law of Compensation

Arv values are relative and are due to our con-
stantly changing perspective. This is true in
every department of an evolving ego’s life; but
nowhere is it more clearly accentuated than in
the books he reads—particularly religious, or
philosophic books. ILooked at from a literary
viewpoint, there is nothing more sublime, imagina-
tive, dramatic, or more poetical, than the books of
the Old Testament. They are as powerful in
their delineation of character, of emotion and of
events as anything derived from Hellenic sources
—now considered, by many, as the standard of
ancient literature.

Looked at from the viewpoint of history, one
gets a different perspective of these books, and,
therefore, esteems them differently. Their his-
torical pretensions are prodigious; covering the
genesis of evolution, the formation of worlds, the
creation of man and the birth, maturity, old age
and death of all prior peoples and nations. But a
wider reading and a deeper study, along parallel
lines, bring the inevitable conclusion that the Old

83
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Testament books are not as catholic as they claim
to be, and are not any more accurate than other
history. The scientific subjects, also, are not as
fully covered as in other books, dealing with a
more limited field, or by other historical works,
appertaining to particular tribes, or nations.

A critical examination of the Old Testament
books reveals that they are not chronological,
either in the order of their arrangement, or in the
sequence of narrated events.

For example: taking the cosmogony of the first
two chapters of Genesis. It is patent it would
have been a physical impossibility for events
to have occurred in the sequence in which they
are described. Life could not have been sus-
tained, npon a planet, under conditions such as
are depicted in the present version; and yet, most
of the separate facts are substantially true,
but collectively and chronologically they are
incorrect.

It must be remembered that these books were
written by individuals to give the history of a
particular tribe, or nation. As light is colored by
the medium through which it is transmitted, so
truth is always colored by the instrumentality
through which it is revealed, which was well illus-
trated by the story of the lions. g

A lioness took her cubs into a deserted art gal-
lery, where, on the wall, was hanging a great paint-
ing of Samson. He, stripped to the waist, had a
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lion’s mouth stretched wide and was tearing it
apart. A cub said to its mother, ‘‘How could it
be possible for a mere man to rend, in this manner,
a lion as strong as our father?”’

The lioness replied: ‘“The painting was by a
man.”’

And, in reading history, one must always take
into consideration the purpose for which it was
written and the character of the author. In read-
ing political history, in the Old Testament, one
must make due allowance for the personal preju-
dices of the writers and for the limitation of edu-
cation at the time the books were written.

Viewed as a religious history, the whole per-
spective changes. If the intent of those writers
was to narrate circumstances and events in such
a manner as to throw the religious history of a
race into the foreground, and, through that means,
" to preserve the ethical truths which were con-
tained in it, then those books are still valuable.

From this viewpoint, Genesis may be summar-
ized as a description of the creation of the Uni-
verse, and, more particularly, of this planet; and
of the effort made by the Elohim to evolve pro-
gressive men to inhabit the world thus formed—
men whose lives should manifest the divine intent.
Through the various chapters of Genesis this
idea is carried out, and the narration of incidents
and the biographies of individuals merely throw
into the foreground the purpose of creation. But,
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man’s ever-growing imperfections marred the
Divine Plan, and the Elohim, not to be defeated
in Their purpose, swept the spiritual failures
from the earth in the deluge. After that came the
second effort at evolution when the same Divine
Intent was manifested and the children of Noah
began to carry it out. Some of them partially
succeeded and were, according to the Jewish his-
torians, the forefathers of their race, while those
who failed went to other parts of the earth to be
subsequently conquered by those who had faith-
fully carried out the Divine Mandates. '

Abraham, the father of the multitude, as the
name indicates, welded a tribal, nomadic people
into a composite race and became their patriarch.
Through Joseph, according to Biblical records,
this race came into close relationship with the
Egyptians—though they mnever amalgamated.
Their strong, animal desires to procreate, wedded .
to the politico-theological belief that they should
multiply and replenish the earth, caused the Jews
to rapidly increase in number. This fast grow-
ing race was inferior, mentally, to the Egyptians,
who soon exploited them—as is the custom of
morally undeveloped men in this relationship.
Then the Jews revolted against their physieal,
social and economic conditions and determined to
migrate and express themselves, nationally, else-
where.

Every mental demand, persisted in, meets in
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time its supply and Moses was the answer to the
prayers, for freedom, of the enslaved Jews.

There was much ‘of an historical duplication in
the economic and political conditions of the Jews,
in the time of Moses, and in that of Jesus, for both
leaders came to that people to perform a similar
service; though, in the case of Jesus, the mission
was subsequently broadened. There was also
some similarity in the biographies of each of them.
At the time of the birth of each, the conquerors
of the Jews had become apprehensive about
the fast increasing man power of their people—
an increase which the rulers could not economi-
cally utilize and which, therefore, became a politi-
cal peril. Therefore, just previous to the birth
of each of those leaders an edict was issued that
all new born male children, of the Jews, should be
destroyed, and it became necessary, through some
device, to save the infant bodies of the respective
future Saviours. The parallel could be consider-
ably extended, and the student may find it profita-
ble to continue it, as showing the evolutionary
plan, but the immediate purport of this Chapter
is to make a sketch of the exoteric and the esoteric
Moses, and of the working of the Law of Com-
pensation.

According to the Bible, Amram married his
aunt Jochebed and Moses was one of the issue of
that union. To protect the child’s life, he was
hidden in the bulrushes, and there, came to the
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attention of Pharaoh’s daughter who adopted him.
The new relationship was a most fortunate one
for Moses, shaping, as it did, his career.

All ancient nations passed through two, and, the
more highly developed, through three, stages of
national life. First, the rule by priesteraft; sec-
ond, the rule by kingcraft, and, if the masses
evolved, the rule by the people themselves, or
by democracy. At the time of Moses, Egypt had
a monarchical form of government, and, therefore,
the King was the supreme political power in the
land. The Hierophants, or priests, were the cus-
todians of the arts, sciences and religion. All
instruction was in their hands and only the few
were permitted to receive an education. For
political reasons, such opportunities were not ex-
tended to the Jews; but, by reason of royal favor
and influence, all educational doors were thrown
open to Moses and he availed himself of these
advantages, to the full extent granted to him, and,
finally, became an initiate into the priestly caste.
Among the most cherished branches of learning,
possessed by the priesthood, was Magic. It was
both the credential of their superiority and the
source of their power. This magic was not of
the higher order, which teaches the method of
unifying the human with the Divine Conscious-
ness, and the various uses of the Spiritual Forces
of Nature, but it belonged to the lesser mysteries
and was confined to the production of phenomena.
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And then, as now, it was phenomena, not philoso-
phy, which attracted, awed and convinced the
masses.

The turning-point, in the career of Moses, ac-
cording to the Scriptures, was his alleged experi-
ence at the mountain of Horeb, where, it is said,
he met the Angel of the Lord. It is a matter of
common knowledge that, below man, there is a
descending scale of consciousnesses, from the
mammoth to the mouse, and, lower still, are other
varying scales. It is only logical to assume, there-
fore, that above man there is an ascending scale
of Beings. In the old Jewish system of classifica-
tion, such superior Intelligences were -called
Saints, Angels, Archangels, Cherubim, Sera-
phim, and Elohim.

An Angel is one who has learned all the lessons
of life which can be learned on each of the seven
worlds that constitute a planetary chain. It is
one of the lesser Gods; one whom the Occultists
designate as a Master.

All through sacred literature there are refer-
ences to Angels’ visits; and whenever one of these
Beings appeared to a person, it meant that a erisis
and a drastic change had come in that individual’s
life, as the biographies of Elizabeth, Mary, Peter,
David, Elijah, Zacharias, Paul, Herod and others
disclose.

Moses knew that it would make a great and
lasting impression upon his people if they were
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informed that he had been visited by a Celestial
Being, and that they would give credence to his
mission which they might otherwise withhold; for,
according to tradition, such visitations were
usnally followed by stirring events that helped
to shape the subsequent history of the world.
Moses, therefore, announced that he had met the
Angel of the Lord, at Horeb, and claimed Divine
authorization for his mission.

All ancient, exoteric history is, more or less,
erroneous, due to the ignorance, or intent, of the
historians; and the more ancient the history the
greater the falsification, or the prejudice. This
must be apparent even to the most casual reader
and thinker; for, no one would write contempo-
raneous history of his cruel, evil ruler when the
life of the writer would be the price of the truth;
and more ancient history could not be accurately
written for lack of verifiable data.

‘When the history of any person, or event, is
written by a sympathizer, or a sycophant, and
there is no record to the contrary, one must use
extra caution and judgment in accepting the
narrative. It is only when an historical person, or
event, is also described by opponents that one can
approximate the truth.

The ancient historians of the Hebrew race were
all Jews, writing, primarily, for Jews, and, there-
fore, only a one-sided view of their history is pre-
sented. But an effort seems to have been made to



MOSES THE MAGICIAN 91

accurately portray the character-of Moses, as they
understood it. Aeccording to the writer of Exodus,
Moses was an enthusiastic reformer, but lacked
the spirit of the martyr; he criticized, severely,
the Egyptians and his own people, but could not
stand the criticism of his followers; he was a man
convinced of his own mission and, yet, was forever
importuning his Lord to convince his people of it;
an inspirer of physical prowess while possessing
only the courage of the assassin; one command-
ing great influence at Court, but having no moral
courage to exert it; impressed with his ordina-
tion, but unstable in his efforts to fulfil it; com-
manded his people to refrain from lying, and
conspired with God to deceive Pharaoh; some-
times an able general and again committed in-
credible blunders; completely dominated his
people, generally, but occasionally lost entire
control of them; divinely inspired, and yet, blun-
dered for forty years in crossing a land that
should not have taken that number of months;
controlled God’s anger, and, over the same event,
lost his own temper; as an organizer made
mistakes, at critical times, but, with Jethro,
formed a priestly order that has lasted to the
present day.

Such inconceivable contradictions are attrib-
uted by the ancient records to this complex char-
acter. And yet, in spite of this deseription, there
is a conmnecting thread of consistency running
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through the history of Moses which carries the
conviction that he was a leader of men, and su-
perior to his contemporaries in knowledge and
power. But it was manifestly impossible that
any such contradictory character could have suc-
cessfully performed the work which Moses did.
It required strength, fearlessness, consistency,
perseverance, self-control, experience and a great
knowledge of human nature. That Moses had
such knowledge, is disclosed by the laws which he
formulated for his race; and it is only logical to
assume that he possessed the other necessary at-
tributes. He was not understood by his contem-
poraries, nor by his biographers; but the Jewish
race has always reverenced him in its heart and
has taken a grateful pride in him as a liberator
—enjoying the fruit of his efforts more than
realizing the source of his power.

The enigmatic character of Moses can only be
made clear by occult records accessible, exclu-
sively, to accepted students of esotericism. These
records are impartial, accurate and of more than
one kind. They consist first of the pictures in the
aura of the world; for, like man, it has its own
photosphere, and in it are photographed all man’s
creative thoughts that have matured into acts.
These pictures are as accurate as any photograph,
and, produced unconsciously to man, record not
only his acts but his thoughts, motives and char-
acter; and in each man’s photosphere is pictured
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his personal history. Both of these are referred
to in Daniel and in Revelation as ¢‘‘The Books of
Judgment.”’

Then there are the written records prepared by
unbiased observers—Occultists—who preserved
their chronicles for the benefit of future students.
When Plato visited Egypt and was fortunate
enough to be admitted, as a student, under the
Hierophants, he was shown esoteric records which
the Egyptians claimed had been uninterruptedly
kept for thousands of years, antedating the sink-
ing of Atlantis. And there are other records, in
Arabia, accessible to advanced students of Occult-
ism, which give incidents, in Cosmic and mundane
history, prior to anything the Egyptians had.
And it was from this source that the Occultists
drew their inspiration in the eighth century, when
they caused schools to be established, in Arabia
and in Spain, for the enlightenment of the
world.

Atlantis was a large continent in the ocean be-
tween Europe and Africa on the east and the
Americas on the west, and was divided into five
great kingdoms. The reigning and the priestly
classes, in each kingdom, were students of lesser
Occultism and gave particular attention to hypno-
tism, mental suggestion and magic. They be-
came very proficient in the use of these occult
powers, but, because their characters were inferior
to their mental accomplishments, they perverted
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their powers and used them to dominate and ex-
ploit the masses.

All abuse of power, not alone on the physical
plane, but on the mental plane also, in time, brings
retribution. History records many cases where
an exploited and enslaved class has risen, in un-
controlled fury, against its rulers and wreaked
its vengeance upon them. But humanity has yet
to learn that its misuse of occult forces brings,
with certitude, its retribution.

In the readjustment of perverted occult forces
there is frequently a repercussion upon the physi-
cal plane. And if the misuse has been continuous
and general among a class, or a nation, then the
repercussion is often cataclysmic in its nature.

The Occultists of a higher order, in Atlantis,
knowing their Continent was imperilled by the
mental practices of the ruling class and the de-
pravity of the five nations, collected the cream
of the race, and divided it into two groups. Those
who lived in the western kingdoms went to Yueca-
tan and Central America and laid there the foun-
dations of a civilization that has passed away,
leaving only fragments of their history carved on,
now decaying, ruins.

The selected members of the second, and larger,
group, journeyed east into northern Africa and,
eventually, established the Egyptian nation. The
leader of the latter exodus was a prominent priest
of the middle kingdom, who had acquired a greater
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proficiency in magic than his associates. He
was a man of courage, determination and power.
Like others of the priesthood, he had not used his
power wisely at all times nor was his character
admirable in many respects. His dominant char-
acteristic was thirst for power, but he was wiser
and better than most men of his period.

On account of the number involved, the time
consumed, the distance covered, and its reflex
action upon the affairs of the world, this was the
greatest exodus of history. It required great
diplomacy, on the part of the leader, to conduct
the constantly increasing body of fugitives across
a wide continent inhabited by people hostile to
the movement. There was constant friction from
without and from within. The continent was
fairly well populated and the numerous towns and
cities had to be avoided to get the requisite
camping sites and supplies of food and water.
Often camps were made on the same site for sev-
eral successive seasons, in order to raise sufficient
food supplies for further journeying. But the
greatest trials came while the travellers were
passing through the easternmost kingdom; there
they were constantly harassed and finally threat-
ened with slavery. But their able leader proved
a successful general in fighting their enemies, and
safely conducted the fugitives across the narrow
peninsula connecting Atlantis with Africa. As
the last of the pilgrims passed into the promised
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land, the Continent of Atlantis was submerged;
and this was the foundation of the story of the
flood which has been preserved, in some form, by
all nations—it was also the basis of the story
of the Red Sea engulfing Pharaoh and his
armies. Y

While it is true that these emigrants were the
cream of the Atlantean race, it should be remem-
bered that the thickness and richness of cream is
dependent upon the quality of the milk, and there
was little milk of human kindness in Atlantis.
In fact, the people were so degenerate, the Occult
records say, that the Planetary Spirits had almost
determined to let the entire race be destroyed,
bodies and souls, and to attempt the creation of
a better race of men. But one of the Great Gods
volunteered to assume the burden of redeeming
the people, so far as it was possible to do. The
others consented to His oblation, and, by selecting
the best of the Atlanteans, for the seed of a higher
civilization, He commenced His efforts in behalf
of humanity.

This is not very complimentary to present
humanity, when it is remembered that it is the
reincarnation of the Atlanteans, but analysis of
the present so-called civilization may give addi-
tional weight to the occult records referred to,
as well as show how slowly men evolve in
thousands of years.

The selection of this body of men, for preserva-
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tion, gave rise to the tradition of a ‘‘chosen
people,’” and, in sentiment, if not in actual terms,
has been carefully cultivated by all subsequent
nations.

As the itinerants journeyed through northwest
Africa, they met a semi-barbarie, nomadic tribe,
which they pressed into service as burden bearers,
and this tribe, in time, became the Jewish race;
and, were it not for similar incidents constantly
repeated in history, it would seem almost incredi-
ble that men, who had fought for their own free-
dom, would, at the first opportunity, enslave
others.

By reason of their numerical strength, their
warlike training and their knowledge of the use of
Occult Forces, it was easy for the escaped At-
lanteans to hold in subjection the less developed
Jews. The Atlantean leader, who, for conven-
ience, will be called. Moses, though that did not
become his name until a subsequent incarnation,
was able, by his knowledge of magic, to not only
awe the Jews, but also to continue his authority
over his own people

During the balance of the great Exodus, the evo-
lutionary position of the Jews was 51m11ar to that
of the negro in America, prior to his enfranchise-
ment. The close association of an inferior race,
with a superior one, always quickens the evolution
of the lower but debases the higher; and where the
association is that of master and slave, grave in-
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dividual wrongs frequently arise which further
entangle the threads of destiny.

One of the chief defects in the character of
humanity is the desire to ‘‘get something for
nothing’’; and every man, through self-examina-
tion, can gauge his own evolutionary growth by
finding out how far that human weakness has been
supplanted, in him, by a sense of justice—by the
desire to make reciprocity a rule in his life.

Slavery, either physical or industrial, is the re-
sult of a national effort to ‘‘get something for
nothing’’; and slavery always engenders compen-
satory consequences. The Law of Equilibrium
manifests ethically, as compensation, and mankind
learns this truth slowly, as the history of the
United States testifies.

‘The Pilgrim Fathers came to America to gain
their liberty. An unfriendly climate and a bar-
ren soil made living precarious for New Eng-
landers, and, as soon as was possible, they turned
to trade. It was not long before some of them be-
came slave hunters, traders and importers.

The friendly soil and climate of the south At-
lantic States developed a social, intellectnal and
leisure class, who looked to mother earth for sus-
tenance and wealth. The natures of the South-
erners, in conjunction with the nature of their
soil, produced a market for slaves. The existence
of the economic conditions, North and South,
again created slavery; and the fratricidal war
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in the States was not the only compensation which
the nation had to make for its error—costly as
that war had been. The manhood and woman-
hood, of the South, had been lowered by its
““something for nothing’’ policy, and, when
thrown upon its own endeavors, required a gen-
eration to revive. The foundation of the corrup-
tion of American political life was laid in war
time and in the decade following. Wealth made,
directly and indirectly, through slavery and its
resultant war, went into new avenues and became
the foundation of an industrial slavery as vicious
as the preceding one had been.

Greed is never cured by gluttony, but by starva-
tion; and, as the cure has never yet been tried, the
fallacious circle still repeats itself. But, many
wrongs never made a right, and, as the Atlantean
civilization was destroyed by slavery, so, in some
manner, must perish the vaunted, but false, civili-
zation of the twentieth century.

But it is not only nationally and internationally
that people suffer for their greed and sequential
economic errors, but the Law of Compensation
works also in individual cases. The occult rec-
ords show that in almost every case, negro out-
rages, so common in former years, in all the
States of the Union, were not alone due to the
animal impulse of the black men, but were also
due to the fact that the violated white person, in
a prior life, had either enslaved the offending
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black man—tearing him from his African home
and family—or had inflicted a similar ecruelty
upon him when he was enslaved. And it is fur-
ther known to Occultists, that many ‘of the men
who have been leaders of the negroes were,
formerly, white men who were compelled to in-
carnate in black bodies to suffer the sorrows of
slavery, which they, themselves, had instituted;
and to help the colored race upward in its evo-
lution, as compensation for former wrongs done
to it.

Nor must it be forgotten that industrial slavery
is but another phase of the same question, and that
equitable adjustment is made, periodically, by the
Law of Compensation in every such case—as the
former history of France and the more recent
history of Russia and of Europe so eloquently
testify.

America is merely cited as an example of the
compensation which follows slavery, because the
" event is of such comparatively recent date: but
the same law applied to all people and nations,
where similar conditions existed, as was anciently
illustrated in the case of the Jews and the At-
lanteans.

When seventy years had passed, after the be-
ginning of their exodus, the Atlanteans arrived at
the Red Sea, and but few individuals, who started,
ever reached the ‘‘Promised Land.”” Moses was
among those who failed to finish the journey, but,
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before excarnating, he had organized a strong
army and had established a permanent priest-
hood. He had also formulated laws which gov-
erned the Egyptians until the wills of the later
Kings superseded them.

At the end of their journey, the Jews were not
released; but, as both masters and slaves in-
creased in numbers, they were held in a more
restricted slavery and their burdens became
heavier as the years rolled by. Continuously their
prayers for freedom ascended to the Gods, and
then, once more, the wheel of rebirth revolved and
brought back, into earth life, the original partici-
pants in the exodus from Atlantis—the weaker
egos once more incarnated in Jewish bodies, the
stronger as offspring of the dominant Egyptians.

In time all desires are fulfilled ; but Divine Jus-
tice, in order to give the Jews the liberty they
craved, had to raise up a leader for the new exo-
dus. As Moses had enslaved the Jews, he was
required, by the Law of Compensation, to incar-
nate as the son of a Jewish slave to make restitu-
tion, by enfranchising those whom he had wronged
in his prior incarnation. His education at
Pharaoh’s Court revived his prior knowledge and
power and his old ambition for leadership again
dominated him. He had all the latent qualifica-
tions and the experiences to enable him to conduct
a second exodus. As an adopted.son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, his ambition to rule could not be grati-
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fied and it naturally songht expression elsewhere.
The slave blood, within him, suggested the most
logical plan and he ‘'set himself about preparing
for his new mission, since a long and careful prep-
aration was necessary for so great an under-
taking.

The occidental conception of a genius is un-
fortunate for it is both misleading and detrimen-
tal. To say an individual has uncommon power
of intellect, because of heredity, or a gift from
God, is to make a precocious, but vain person,
especially a child, feel that he has been endowed
with a mental aptitude that does not require
self-effort to develop. He considers his ability
a ““gift’’ and, possessing what he has not earned,
he neglects his native ability and acquires the
habit of craving something else for nothing.

The Occult view is that a genius is a person
who has a natural aptitude along any line of
study, or endeavor, because he has acquired it,
by hard work, in a prior incarnation; that God
does not unjustly shower talents on one person
which He, unfairly, denies to another—but that
all ability is self-acquired through effort in some
life.

No effort is ever lost, and the plodder of today
may, with confidence, look to the tomorrow know-
ing that his unfulfilled ambitions will surely be
realized. Moses. knew this occult truth and
shaped his life accordingly. His accomplish-
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ments, therefore, were many and consistent and
have excited the admiration of the world. He
was pre-eminent as a maker and a codifier of
laws; and while it is true that they were formu-
lated for his own time and people, yet, by reason
of their excellence, some of his laws are as appli-
cable to the twentieth century as they were to
his own period. And this is true because many
of them are based upon ethical principles and,
consequently, cannot die. It is often hard to dis-
tinguish just where the civic regulations cease
and the moral mandate commences, so nicely
blended are the political decrees with natural law.

During their years of slavery, the Jews had
been largely influenced by the exoteric religion of
their masters; and had lost—if they ever pos-
sessed—all esotericism. From his great knowl-
edge of men and of morals, Moses formulated a
religion, for his followers, which was adapted to
their comprehension and yet, was infinitely su-
perior and more elevating than that which they
possessed. But, to the priesthood which he
established, he gave his knowledge of magic and
such little esotericism as he knew—which, in later
times, became the basis of the Cabala.

As an organizer and builder of State, Moses
was unsurpassed, for he took a disorganized,
hopeless and helpless race of slaves and welded
them into a nation. His task was no easy one,
because the Egyptians looked askance at him
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for his activity among the Jews; and his own
people distrusted him because of his aristocratic
environment and friends. He, therefore, left the
Court and proceeded to the wilderness where he
became a herdsman, and, in the long hours of his
watch, he practised concentration, perfected his
plans and made himself proficient in his old art
of magie.

As in his previous life he had awed the Jews
through his magical power, he determined to use
it again to dominate them. It was a part of
both kingeraft and priesteraft—which he had
well learned in more than ome life—to claim
vicegerency under Almighty God, in order to re-
ceive the reverence and obedience of the masses.
And so he adopted this simple method in his
work, and, because of his ability to produce
phenomena, his claim was easily established.
‘Whenever he saw his authority waning, he re-
sorted to the old expedient of calling upon God,
publicly, to reaffirm the divine right of chosen
leaders. And when the Jews became restless, or
rebellious, Moses threatened them with the anger
of Jehovah, and thus ruled them through their
fears. He was a martinet, with his own people,
and a despotic conqueror of others.

Through his influence at Court and his magic,
he succeeded, finally, in getting the second exodus
started, but the Occult records do not coincide
with the Biblical ones as to this second emigra-

”
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tion. The Jewish historians drew largely upon
their imaginations in writing their anabasis;
they filched the legends of the first exodus and
attributed them to the second—just as they ap-
propriated and mutilated the Chaldean records to
form their Genesis.

Moses, himself, deceived his people about many
of his so-called miraculous experiences, that are
reported in the Bible as having happened to him
in the mountains and at the Court of Pharaoh;
and these tales, being believed, passed as
historical facts. There was no question about his
ability as a leader, an organizer, a law-giver, a
nation builder, a religion maker and a magician.
Nor was there any doubt about his defects of
character, as both the exoteric and esoteric rec-
ords disclose. But the latter reveal the fact that
when Moses left his followers, on their journey,
he crept away and died, like a wounded animal,
alone in the mountains, leaving the younger
priests to paint his transfiguration.

As a further study in the Law of Compensation,
the second exodus is fascinating in its illumina-
tion of subsequent history. Moses and his fol-
lowers believed that they were the chosen people
of the Almighty, and that everything upon the
earth should be given to them—that if what they
desired were not given, then it should be taken.
Acting upon this aggressive and acquisitive racial
trait, formulated into a religious belief, they
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commenced with despoiling the Egyptians and
continued it with ‘all the tribes of people which
they contacted throughout their itinerancy from
Egypt to Canaan, and under their Judges and
Kings. |

It is not necessary to resort to occult history to
confirm these facts, as the Jewish records dis-
close them. They also narrate the facts that the
Jews contacted many tribes and nations in their
journeyings, who were barbarians and inferior
in every way to themselves. Many of these
tribes, the Jews wantonly warred upon because of
the difference in their religious belief. Many
entire tribes were annihilated without cause,
through mere blood lust and greed. Throughout
the greater part of the Arine Age, or for two
thousand years before Christ, the Jews were a
dominant, aggressive, tyrannical, political power.
During the Piscine Age, or the two thousand years
since the time of Christ, the Jews have been a
race, rather than a nation, a despoiled and perse-
cuted people in many countries.

To most thinking people it is not an adequate
explanation of the status of the Jew, during
Christian times, to attribute it to the alleged cruci-
fixion of the Nazarene by a Jewish mob inflamed by
the priests. The Occultist would say that the
despoiling of the Jews, throughout Europe, was
due to the fact that the ancient Hebrews, rein-
carnated, had again met with those egos whom
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they despoiled in ancient days and were making
unwilling compensation to them. And that the
massacres of the Jews in Russia, in recent years,
and throughout the world in Christian(?) times,
were done by the same egos, again incarnated,
who were mercilessly slaughtered by the Jews
during the rule of their Judges and Kings.

Thus are men tied together by their thoughts
and acts, and it is not merely a code of ethics
but a truth founded on natural law, which the
greatest of the Jews enunciated when he said:
““Judge not that ye be not judged. For with
what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged;
and with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again.”’



CHAPTER SIX

SOUL SLAVERY

Ix the first Chapter of Genesis, paragraph twenty-
sixth, of King James’ version of the Secriptures,
it says:

““And God said: Let us make man in our image
and after our likeness.”” In the twenty-seventh
paragraph of the same Chapter, is written:

““And God created man in his own image. In
the image of God created he him.”” But the second
Chapter, the seventh paragraph, gives a few more
details concerning man’s creation. Here it says:

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life and man became a living soul.”

These disjointed statements in Genesis give all
the information the Seripture has to offer con-
cerning the origin of man; and, to the thinker,
it is most unsatisfactory. For primitive man,
who knew nothing and cared nothing about his
parents, or possibilities, this Biblical Mother
Goose story may have been satisfying; but, for
man of the present age, to expect him to accept, as
truth, the Biblical description of his origin is not
only impossible but is ridiculous, and he must look
elsewhere for the knowledge he craves.

108
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In the year 1859 Darwin presented to the world
his theories concerning man’s origin, which some
thinkers considered plausible, while others laughed
at them as absurdities. And it is humiliating for
a self-respecting man to be made to believe that
he, the masterpiece of all creation, either as-
cended, or descended, from an ancestral ape. It
must have been with internal shivers, that Charles
Robert Darwin stood before a monkey cage in
some English zoo and tried to recognize, in the:
chattering, performing creatures before him, some
of his own characteristics. And, many times, he
must have turned away sad and unsatisfied before
he, himself, finally accepted, as truths, his own
theories concerning the unsolved problem of his
own origin.

The Occultist says, the description given in
Genesis of man’s creation is symbolie, should not
be accepted literally ; and offers a somewhat differ-
ent explanation, with amplifications, that may cast
further light upon the Biblical story, and also upon
the Darwinian theories. The Occultist says man’s
physical body, and lower mind, were produced
from the earth, in as much as the animating life
principle came upward through the mineral, vege-
table and animal forms. That it was not created
in a day, as the Biblical story implies, but was
ages in the process of evolvement. That the
“‘God,’’ spoken of in the first Chapter of Genesis,
is the Universal Consciousness who made the plans
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for man’s creation; and the ‘‘Lord Gods’’ referred
to in the second Chapter of Genesis, were the in-
dividualized, Creative Gods who executed God’s
plans. The Creative Gods obeyed the command of
God—Universal Consciousness—in preparing the
human-animal bodies for higher, subjective minds
to use. And when the ‘‘Lord Gods,’’ of (tenesis,
‘‘breathed into the nostrils,’’ of animal man, ‘‘the
breath of life,”’ he ‘‘became a living soul,”’ be-
cause, in accordance with the wills of the ‘‘Lord
Gods,”’ the higher, subjective minds came then and
incarnated in those human-animal bodies.

The subjective minds, like the Creative Gods,
were ovoids in form and had been created in the
image and likeness of their Creators; but when
they took possession of the human-animal forms
they assumed the shapes of those forms, as jelly
assumes the form of the mould into which it is
poured.

Those were strange experiences into which the
subjective minds were forced, by the Creative
Gods, and were as different from what they had
ever before known as night is different from day.
To put those infant, subjective minds among the
lower animals, was like sending helpless children
into a wilderness infested by savages, for those
infant minds were innocent and ignorant, and met
with the same fate that ignorance and innocence
always meet, when they come into contact with
grossness and brutality. They became enslaved
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by those whom they came to help, and it was then
that Soul Slavery began upon this earth, when
animal minds enslaved subjective minds and made
them subservient to their wills. And, as those
subjective minds, or Sons of God, sank deeper into
the material experiences of earth life, with their
animal bodies and animal minds, they gradually
forgot their divine origin, and their former states
of happiness, and, like the animals they had
espoused, they also became controlled by the
throbbing, burning emotions with which the ani-
mal minds were filled.

But, in the heart of every Son of God, was left a
longing for better conditions. Vaguely, at times,
he seemed to realize that there was something he
had lost and wondered what it was. Sometimes
he could almost remember something of a former
state, when harmony had prevailed with him; and
then, storms of emotions swept over him and
again he forgot, yielded to his animal desires and
sank lower into the selfish gratification of them.

After a time it was only on rare occasions that
man yielded to a reminiscent mood, that seemed
to take him back in sub-conscious memory to other
days of peace. Usually it was after a tragedy;
and, while suffering from the reaction following
it, or, in the stillness of a night when he was alone
with that strange, weird something he could not
see but sometimes could feel, he turned his
thoughts backward and tried to remember what
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it was, that he once had, that had now departed.
And, after many reminiscences and disappoint-
ments the thought came that it was happiness he
had lost, and it was happiness he must find again.
And when the subjective minds, or Sons of God,
had finally reached the bottom of the pit of phys-
ical and mental misery, into which they sank after
becoming enslaved by their animal minds, they
began to struggle upward dragging those animal
minds with them, and with, seemingly, nothing but
hope to help them on.

That the desire is strongly implanted in the
human-animal soul to know something about it-
self, is shown by almost the first questions a child
asks when it begins to think and to speak coher-
ently. It looks earnestly and inquiringly into the
face of its nurse and asks: ‘“Where did I come
from, and how did I come here?”’

It is the ery of the soul trying to remember its
origin; and, as the child grows to maturity, that
same question, many times unsatisfactorily an-
swered, burns in its heart and springs to its lips.
And it is really nothing but ignorance, concerning
his origin, that has caused man’s- submission to
the bondage, either mental or physical, that has
chained him fo a limiting environment.

To most persons, the word slavery brings only
the mental picture of men and women who are
giving, to other individuals, the services of their
physical bodies without remuneration. This is but
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one, and the lightest, of all forms of slavery; since,
sometimes, the soul of one, whose body is in
bondage, is free to gain the spiritual happiness
that all evolving souls earnestly crave.

Could all industrial slaves but realize that they
are Sons of God and have the right and innate
power to become the equals intellectually, finan-
cially and spiritually of any other Son of God,
slavery would soon be ended, and there would
come a pleasanter relationship between the classes
and the masses. It is the animal nature, prepon-
derating in man, that makes him feel contempt for
anything that cringes in fear before him, or sub-
mits tremblingly to his unreasonable demands.
And it is the animal nature in the trembling slave
that makes him hate and wish to kill the man who
despises and enslaves him. But the recognition of
the Sons of God, by each other, and the willingness
of each to give to every other Son of God his
divine and human rights, without question, or de-
lay, would not alone end industrial slavery, but
would build a commonwealth that would take man
forever out of these unhappy, economic conditions
and give to him the freedom and happiness he
craves.

But there are aspects of slavery other than that
of economic bondage. There is slavery that binds
the souls as well as the bodies of men and pre-
vents them from evolving, And many of these
aspects are so subtile, and yet so strong, that they
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are submitted to with pathetic muteness by the
enslaved—who sometimes does not know that he
is bound. It is sometimes the man who fears the
eriticism or ridicule of his friends. He would like
to have a rose-covered cottage in the suburbs and
take the time to read the books he likes. He thinks
of how pleasant it would be to have a home with
three servants, instead of twelve, and to spend
some of his evenings alone with his family; but
he fears to make the change lest his social position
be jeopardized, and his business associates think
him financially embarrassed. So, he continues to
keep his town house and sends his wife away for a
portion of each year. "He is tired and sick of
fashionable dinners and late hours at the club and
cards and wine. He longs to be free from them
all, but is so enslaved by the fear of public opinion,
that he continues his mad rush for money, to keep
up with his enormous expenses, and to go the pace
with other men—who, perhaps, are as tired of him
as he is of them. He becomes irritable, pessi-
mistic and cynical; is never satisfied, is most un-
happy and thinks he would gladly exchange places
with the janitor of his office building, whom he be-
lieves has not a care in the world. But he is mis-
taken. The janitor is also a slave—not to public
opinion, because the public does not know that he
exists—but to his habits.

He cannot begin his day’s work until he has had
his coffee and his pipe. When he wakes and rises
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from his bed, his head aches and he is miserably
ill. His face is deadly white and his nerves are
jerky and uncontrolled. And if his coffee is de-
layed, or not just right when served, he becomes
furious and behaves like an enraged animal. He,
a Son of God, is completely submerged in his
animal nature and growls like a beast, enslaved
by the desires of his body and animal mind. But,
after he has had his coffee and a smoke, he calmly
leans back in hisg chair and thanks the Lord that
he is not the slave to habit that his next-door
neighbor is,, who cannot get his whisky, since
prohibition has been enforced, and is half mad
with desire for alcoholic drinks.

The spiritual happiness of that Son of God is
dancing so far ahead of him there is very little
possibility of his catching up with it in this life,
unless, through some tremendous awakening to his
actual enslaved condition, the God part of him
should rise, assert its power over its animal nature
and refuse to be longer enslaved.

There are persons who are enslaved by mistaken
ideas of duty. For example: There is the devoted
mother who faithfully and cheerfully waits upon
and gratifies the whims of her pretty daughter.
Because that mother gave birth to the beautiful
body of that Daughter of God and gave her an
opportunity to incarnate in this world, and to con-
tinue with her evolvement here, that mother feels
absolute responsibility for the comfort and pleas-
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ure of her child. Because she is not able to keep
a maid to serve her daughter, so she may have
nothing to do, the mother takes that menial posi-
tion herself. She denies herself matinées and
operas that her daughter may have more matinées
and more operas. She wears old clothes that
daughter may have new ones.

The daughter’s selfish animal nature takes
everything her enslaved mother has to give, de-
mands more and storms because she cannot get
what she wants; and both of those Daughters of
God are hindered in their evolvement and their
attainment of spiritual happiness, because of the
mother’s enslavement to a false sense of duty
toward her child.

It is only about one hundred and forty years
since the signers of the Declaration of Independ-
ence wrote that all men had the inalienable right
to live, to be free and to engage in the pursuit of
happiness. The fact that those Sons of God placed
freedom, from governmental tyranny, before the
possibility of any man’s engaging in the pursuit
of happiness, showed that even they had a glimmer
of the great truth that freedom from slavery must
come before even a civie or a national happiness
can be gained.

‘When the slavery of the black men, in the South,
was abolished some persons believed that all slav-
ery in the United States was ended; but they were
mistaken, for a slavery, greater and more cruel
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than anything suffered by the black men, has been
for years, and is now, in existence in every large
city in this country.

There are animal men and women who still
trafic with the bodies of ignorant girls and
women; who gain possession of them, sometimes
by deception and sometimes by physical force, and
then degrade them to a state of debasement that
ruins their souls as well as their bodies. For, in
many instances, the white slaves sink to such
states of depravity that they never can find their
way back to happiness. And sometimes they fall
80 low that the subjective mind gives up the battle
and leaves its animal mind and human-animal body
to continue on to ultimate destruction.

Then there are persons enslaved by their belief
in disease and their fear of death. And those
Sons and Daughters of God become so helpless
through their slavish fears that sometimes they
dare not leave the hospital or sanitarium presided

“over by their adored physician or surgeon, lest
they lose their lives in consequence.

And many unscrupulous, animal-minded physi-
cians take advantage of those helpless, hopeless,
spineless creatures and create a life-long bondage
for them by giving a false diagnosis of their con-
ditions. Sometimes such diagnoses are given ig-
norantly and sometimes wilfully, with the inten-
tion of keeping their patients contributing to their
physician’s financial needs. But whether igno-
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rantly or wilfully done the results are the same
and the sufferers are enslaved.

It is a large-minded, progressive man who stops
a portion of his own income by telling the truth to
a fear enslaved patlent when he knows that pa-
tient is willing to give him anything he asks, if he
will but keep him for a few more years on this
side of the Divide, that lies between him and the
Great Unknown. But sometimes a man does stand
forth, from among his medical colleagues, who will
not use his influence to enslave his patients. Such
a man is a Son of God who has conquered his own
animal nature and has made it subservient to his
will. There are not many of these men but there
are a few.

Then there are souls who are enslaved by their
religious beliefs. Because they bave been told
that their only hope for peace and happiness here-
after is through the Church and the efforts of
the priests, they become the slaves of Churchianity
and sometimes contribute everything they can
live without, to the Church. They spend all their
time preparing for death and go through life un-
conscious of the happiness to be had here—for
the taking. They fear God, the Devil and Death
and suffer the agonies of a mental Hell, on earth,
while trying to escape a subjective Hell hereafter.
And since it is an immutable law that what one
thinks most about, one draws to oneself, in abund-
ance, those Sons of God who think of nothing but
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death and Hell, will be a long time coming into
spiritual happiness, unless they change their mode
of thinking.

And after all the varied and varying ex-
periences; and after all the suffering and striving
of souls, through the different states of conscious-
ness, the question sometimes arises:

‘““What does a soul actually receive at the end
of its evolutionary journey—if there is an end—
to compensate it for all its efforts and the pain
that came through its evolvement?”’

The Occultist says: There are no rewards of
merit from God, or Gods; but there are results, to
be gained, and the greatest of these is spiritual
happiness which comes to the soul who has broken
its last limiting fetter of ignorance, and is no
longer enslaved by thoughts, or things.

That the mother of spiritual happiness is Om-
niscience and its father is Omnipotence. It is
from the union of these two aspects of the finest
essences of the Great Universal Consciousness,
manifesting in the individual soul, that spiritual
happiness is born. That with the birth of this
kind of happiness comes absolute freedom from
all limitations; and the glorified soul who pos-
sesses it, is no longer confined to one, or to many
worlds, but its home is the Universe and its com-
panions are the Gods.



CHAPTER SEVEN
STRAY LEAVES OF OCCULT HISTORY

It is extremely diffieult, if not impossible, for an
uninitiated person to know the facts about the
Occult movement; and the word ‘‘uninitiated,’’ is
used in its mystical sense, meaning one who has
not had conferred upon him the rite of initiation—
one who has not received the more exalted, eso-
teric teachings, and who has not gained access to
Occult records.

Most of the history of Occultism has been
written by uninitiated persons, secretly or ad-
mittedly antagonistic to esotericism; and, there-
fore, the world has received a wrong impression
concerning it and holds a wrong conception of the
Occultists who have presented the philosophy to
the public, at intervals, during the Piscine Age,
now rapidly drawing to a close.

Such histories and biographies, as are extant,
are mainly interesting as showing the persistency
of Occult thought; for there never has been a time
when there were not competent teachers, of Oc-
cultism, to instruct the people of each age, ac-
cording to their capacity to receive esoterie
truths. The teachings have often become creed-
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encumbered, or perverted, by means of misconcep-
tion; but, even in their garbled forms, lies hidden
the key to freedom.

In this Chapter will be given a few stray leaves
of Occult history in the Occident, during the
Christian period, so connected as to form a thumb
nail, but accurate, sketch of the subject.

As man has a certain definite length of life—
though some men may fall below, or exceed, the
average—so do nations have their cycles of in-
carnation. It may be stated, as a general law, that
each leading nation is born, matures, grows old
and dies within the time it takes the sun, through
the precession of the equinoxes, to pass through
one sign of the Zodiac—or a little more than two
thousand years.

It is also a noticeable, historical fact that the
life of a nation is coincident with its dominant
religion; for ‘‘the letter killeth, but the spirit
giveth life,”’ to men and nations.

About the year A.D. 1, or the end of the Arine
Age, the entire religious and political life of the
Western World was changing. Rome had been
successful in campaign after campaign and had be-
come the dominant power of the world. In the
realm of religion, the old philosophies were break-
ing down. The Greek Gods were dead, or re-
incarnated into Roman Deities. Jupiter was, as a
matter of form, supreme, but played as unimpor-
tant a part in the love and lives of the people
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then as Jehovah does today. Even in the slow
and tenacious Orient, Brahminism was yielding to
the propaganda of Buddhism. In Palestine, nu-
merous attempts had been made, unsuccessfully, to’
revitalize the Jewish religion and to break the
hold of priesteraft on the people.

Formalism and dogmatism had superseded mys-
ticism, throughout the Occident, except in Ephesus
where spirituality was kept alive in the temple of
Artemis; and in Eleusis where truths were taught
the elect in the Mysteries.

In Judea the Essenes had also preserved eso-
tericism for the world. That sect was, by practice,
ascetic and required a strict conformity to its
rigid rules before it accepted any one as a pro-
bationer.

According to the Occult records and to the tra-
ditions of Christianity, Joseph and Mary belonged
to this sect and Jesus, Himself, in early youth,
became a neophyte in the order of the Essenes.
As all Occultists had done prior to His time and
as so many have done since, Jesus taught both
exoterically and esoterically: exoterically to the
masses whom He instructed in parables and in
symbols, those being comprehensible to their in-
telligence ; esoterically to those who had developed
further in their evolution and were capable of re-
ceiving higher truths. His mission was, primarily,
the reformation of the Jews; fo tear from
Judaism all the encumbering thoughts that had
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gathered around it since the preceding prophet
had attempted to revive spirituality.

Jesus knew, as did all the esotericists of His
time, that Rome would continue to be the dominant
nation of the world for a while, and that a great
truth accepted there, would react upon the Roman
nation and, through it, reach the entire Occident.
And so He took upon Himself the mission of bring-
ing to the Western World a knowledge of the an-
cient truths. After He had performed His mission
and had retired to an Occultists’ retreat, His
brother James became the visible head of the
movement.

James, and some of Jesus’ disciples, remained
in Jerusalem and directed a propaganda from
there until James was killed, at the instance of the
Jewish priesthood, and most of the disciples and
their associates suffered the usual fate of pioneers.

Peter left Jerusalem and went immediately to
Rome to carry on the work, believing that once the
esotericism of Jesus was established, in Rome, it
would necessarily spread to every part of the
world, and there he took up his mission. He
formed a strong Church; strong, numerieally, con-
sidering the radical departure from the Roman
beliefs of the time; and he paid, with his life, for
the effort he made in behalf of Christianity.

The Roman Church that Peter established was
rather Essenean, in character, being largely based
upon the tenets of that order. The movement was
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opposed by the political powers of Rome who
stood behind the temples of the ancient gods; and
the early Christian Occultists found it necessary
to meet in secret in the catacombs. The teachings
of the young Church were philosophic and ethical,
rather than concerning the power which comes
from a knowledge of philosophy. The appeal was
made more particularly to the lower classes of
Rome, because Peter was under the impression
that the stronger egos were incarnated in them.
In each period of history groups of egos incar-
nate in different strata of society, according to
the karma made in their past lives. Jesus did
not seek the patricians of Judea, but appealed to
the humble people because, at that time, the more
progressive egos, in that part of the world, were
incarnating in that class. The same was not true
in Rome, and therein lay Peter’s tactical mis-
take.

John the Evangelist, after leaving Jerusalem,
went into Asia Minor and there found a receptive
soil. He was able to teach more esotericism than
had the other disciples because, for a long time,
the oriental mind had been contemplative,
thoughtful and receptive to higher truths. The
people in Asia Minor were natural mystics and
John made many converts in that country.
Finally, he deemed it expedient to establish, ac-
cording to the ancient usages of that country, a
secret Order rather than a public Church, leaving



OCCULT HISTORY 125

the members of the Order to teach the masses as
they went about as itinerant preachers.

The real growth of Christianity in the Occident
commenced with the conversion of Paul who saw
the emotional side of it. He did not grasp the
esoteric side of the movement but was a great
evangelist. He was finally called back to Jeru-
salem and was shown that he had not an insight
into the true mysteries, as had been taught by
the Nazarene Occultist, and was sent to Ephesus
for the purpose of studying them. Ephesus had
been the headquarters for Occultism for many
years, prior to the Christian era, and it was the
last place where esotericism stood against the
exotericism of Christianity. Paul was required to
remain in Ephesus for three years to complete his
studies of real Christianity.

The priests of the temple of Artemis—mis-
takenly identified with the Italian Diana—were all
initiates. They were miracle workers and were
custodians of the mysteries until the sixth cen-
tury of this era; and from all over the world,
students who desire a greater and a truer know-
ledge, went to Ephesus for the purpose of en-
lightenment, Three times was the great temple
destroyed and three times reared again, and within
those sacred walls were taught liberating truths.
The temple influence was felt by all the inhabitants
of the city; and in time supplemental schools of
philosophy were established there.
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The most prominent of these schools—from the
first to the third centuries—was that founded by
Apollonius of Tyana. He was an initiate in the
same Brotherhood as Jesus, and when the latter
commenced His teachings, Apollonius assisted by
going from place to place preparing the people
to receive the new truths. He, too, was a wonder
worker and duplicated most of the miracles done
by Jesus. After he had thus assisted the Christian
movement, he went to Ephesus and established an
esoteric school. And it was to this school that
Paul was sent for the purpose of learning some-
thing about the soul of the religion he advocated.
But he was not an apt scholar and made but
little progress in Occultism, which was a most un-
fortunate thing for Christianity, as it was con-
verted into Paulism—a crude mythology very far
removed from the teachings of the Nazarene.

‘With the fall of Jerusalem in the year A.D. 70,
the Christian Church there was disrupted and its
members scattered broadcast. But it had done
good work and many souls were considerably ad-
vanced in their evolution by reason of its brief
existence. Among the initiates of the early
-Church was one Simeon-ben-Jochai, who lived
early in the second century. After reaching en-
lightenment, he determined to attempt the work
in which his Master had been unsuccessful, and
rejoined the Jewish Church with the hope of re-
forming it. His efforts were practically effective,
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for he wrote the mystic dissertation which was
the basis for the Zohar, and this preserved eso-
tericism for almost a thousand years—to all
within that Church who were capable of compre-
hending it.

Moses-ben-Levi in the thirteenth century,
amplified the teachings of his master, Simeon-
ben-Jochai, and thus expanded the work and ex-
tended its influence for several more centuries—
for, during the Middle Ages, there were quite a
number of true Mystics with the Jewish Church.
The teachings of both the Rabbis, referred to,
were largely confined to the philosophy of mysti-
cism and did but little more than touch upon the
force aspect of the subject.
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