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1. "Who is she that looks out like the dawn"

This section opens with the verse, "And The Creator spoke to Moses, saying, 'Speak to the children of Yisrael that they bring Me an offering, of

every man whose heart prompts him..."
Yisrael Himself, having a wish to be specially connected to them.

Rabbi Shimon then explains that in the text, "Who is she that looks out like the dawn, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with
she" is the secret of the lower world joined to the higher world. He goes on to say that the upper worlds were united in Leah and the
lower worlds were united in Rachel, yet that it was Jacob who united the two worlds in his love for and marriage to them both. When it was written,

banners,

Rabbi Chiya points out that The Creator put all other nations under His ministers but chose to oversee

"Rachel envied her sister,” the meaning was that the whole longing and desire of the lower world is to be like the upper world and to inherit its

position. Between the worlds, those who sought to lust after them both would perish, having found neither Understanding nor Faith. And when we

read, "For Yah has chosen Jacob to himself," we see that God has completed Yisrael above and below in perfection.

The Relevance of this Passage

In a true offering to God ('Speak to the children of Yisrael that they bring Me an offering'), a man sacrifices an aspect of his innate negative nature,

for this is how we connect to the Light of the Creator. This passage uproots our selfish tendencies so that we enjoin ourselves to the Divine

Radiance.

Jacob also cautions us to recognize the dangers of lusting after the fleeting pleasures of the material world. A desire for eternal fulfillment - the love
- is thus wakened in our souls. Our consciousness is raised by virtue of the Light that shines through the story of

of family, of friends, and of God

Jacob and his love for Leah and Rachel. This love elevates the entire world, connecting us to the source of all Light.

1. "And Hashem spoke to Moses, saying, 'Speak to the children of
Yisrael that they bring Me an offering, of every man whose heart
prompts him..."" (Shemot 25:1-2). Rabbi Chiya opened the discussion
saying: "For Yah has chosen Jacob to Himself, Yisrael for His
peculiar possession” (Tehilim 135:4). How beloved are Yisrael before
the Holy One, blessed be He, who desires them, and wants to be
attached to them and connect Himself with them to make them a
single nation in the world, as it is written: "And what one nation in
the earth is like Your people Yisrael?" (Il Shmuel 7:23). They wanted
Him and were attached to Him, as it says, "For Yah has chosen
Jacob to Himself" and, "For Hashem's portion is His

people" (Devarim 32:9). He gave ministers and officers to the other
nations and took Yisrael to His part.

2. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion saying: "Who is she that
looks out like the dawn, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and
terrible as an army with banners?" (Shir Hashirim 6:10). "Who (Heb.
mi) is she (Heb. zot)"? Mi zot is the secret of two worlds that unite,
which are a world and a world. THIS IS, AS IS WRITTEN: "FOREVER
AND EVER (LIT. 'FROM THE WORLD TO THE WORLD")" (I DIVREI
HAYAMIM 16:36), WHICH ARE BINAH AND MALCHUT. 'Who' is the
supernal level above, the beginning of all things which may be
examined, and is named 'Mi', WHICH IS BINAH, as it says, "Lift up
your eyes on high, and behold who created these" (Yeshayah 40:26).
"She (Heb. zot)" is a lower level below, which is the lower world,
THAT IS TO SAY MALCHUT. They are two worlds joined by one
connection, by one tie, together - THROUGH THE ELEVATION OF
MALCHUT INTO BINAH, WHICH IS HOW SHE ATTAINED THE
MOCHIN OF BINAH.

3. "That looks out": THAT IS, when both of them are attached as one,
MALCHUT "looks out like the dawn," when the dawn wants to
illuminate, and she is "fair as the moon" in which the sun's light,
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, illuminates. Then She is "clear as the sun,”
as clear as the sun's light when the moon is full; THAT IS, WHEN
MALCHUT IS FACE-TO-FACE WITH ZEIR ANPIN WHICH IS CALLED
'SUN'. "Terrible as an army with banners": This is when She is
strong to protect all, being at that point furnished with perfection
and power to perform great feats.
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4. And MALCHUT receives strength - THAT IS, MOCHIN - from the
supernal word, WHICH IS BINAH, by means of Jacob, the whole man,
who united them together. BY ELEVATING MAYIN NUKVIN (‘FEMALE
WATERS'), HE HAS ELEVATED MALCHUT INTO BINAH AND THEY
GOT CONNECTED ONE WITH THE OTHER. He connected them
together above, SO THAT BINAH RECEIVED THE SHAPE OF
MALCHUT, AND IS THE SECRET OF LEAH. He also connected them
together below, SO THAT MALCHUT ACQUIRED THE SHAPE OF
BINAH, AND IS THE SECRET OF RACHEL. And the twelve holy tribes
came out from there in the likeness of above; IN OTHER WORDS, AS
THE TWELVE ASPECTS THAT EXIST IN THE UPPER MALCHUT.
Jacob, who was whole, brought love into the two worlds, as we have
stated THAT HE WEDDED TWO SISTERS - LEAH AND RACHEL -
WHO ARE THE SECRET OF THE TWO WORLDS OF BINAH AND
MALCHUT. Other men who do such a thing merely commit sexual
misconduct both above and below and cause antagonism in both
worlds and engender separation BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN AND LEAH
AND BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN AND RACHEL, SINCE HE UNITES WITH
LEAH FROM THE CHEST ABOVE AND WITH RACHEL FROM THE
CHEST BELOW. It is written: "Neither shall you take a wife to her
sister, as her rival" (Vayikra 18:18), so that they became RIVALS
AND full of hatred toward each other.

5. If you say, WHAT IS THE MEANING OF: "Rachel envied her
sister" (Beresheet 30:1)? THE TEXT TALKS ABOUT THE TWO
WORLDS, LEAH AND RACHEL, WHO ARE THE ASPECT OF BINAH
AND MALCHUT, WHO ARE INCLUDED TOGETHER. WHAT KIND OF
JEALOUSY IS THERE HERE? HE REPLIES: It is surely so, for the
whole desire of the lower world, RACHEL, is to be in the semblance
of the upper world, LEAH, WHO IS BINAH, and to inherit its position.
In other places, IT STATES, 'When scholars compete, Wisdom
mounts,' so THERE IS ALSO envy between scholars, since there are
books and then there are books, ABA AND IMA, FROM WHOM
CHOCHMAH IS DRAWN. THEREFORE, BY COMPETITION BETWEEN
THESE SCHOLARS, they draw an enormous amount of Wisdom.

6. Notwithstanding all this, Jacob could not even succeed in
bringing perfect harmony between them as would be desirable, but
other men caused enmity and separation through incest both above
and below. In this secret is included the secret of nakedness, THAT
IS the nakedness of the Mother and the Daughter, WHICH ARE
BINAH AND MALCHUT, and everything, BOTH THE TWO SISTERS
AND THE MOTHER AND HER DAUGHTER pertain to the same secret.
This is because 'who (Heb. mi)' and 'she (Heb. zot)' are considered
sisters, as they are united in love and sisterly affection and in the
connection of intention. They are ALSO called 'Mother and
Daughter', BECAUSE BINAH IS CALLED '"MOTHER' AND MALCHUT
IS HER DAUGHTER. He who uncovers their nakedness, THAT IS TO
SAY, THE JUDGMENTS THAT ARE IN THEM, shall have no portion in
the World to Come, WHICH IS BINAH, and shall have no portion in
the Faith, WHICH IS MALCHUT.

7. Come and see: "For Yah has chosen Jacob to Himself" is the
supernal secret above, FOR HE CLEAVED ABOVE TO ABA AND IMA
IN THEIR LIGHT OF CHASSADIM, WHICH ARE TERMED 'YAH (YUD-
HEI)'. Since he has completed EVERYTHING and is nhow named
Yisrael, he is His peculiar possession, WHICH IS MALCHUT CALLED
'PECULIAR POSSESSION', FOR THEN he takes everything in all the
aspects, THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT. He takes above, IN ABA AND
IMA WHO ILLUMINATE CHASSADIM, and he takes below, IN
YISRAEL SABA AND TEVUNAH WHO ILLUMINATE CHOCHMAH. And
he attains perfection in everything, BOTH IN CHOCHMAH AND IN
THE CHASSADIM.

2. When the Holy One, blessed be He, created the world
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Rabbi Shimon says that when the Holy One created the world He engraved on the upper and the lower worlds the letters of His Holy Name, which
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hold the secret of the supernal lights. The upper world is concealed in one of these letters; it ascends by means of the secret of infinity, and from
this concealment emerges a thin and hidden light. In this light exists its counterpart, the glorious light of creation. When first it was struck, the

supernal world emerged and was filled with a light so great that it would be too terrifying for those below to see. In this unknown concealed world

live six thousand 'myriads' - which are supernal inhabitants and hosts and camps. Only Jacob, who possessed Malchut as his own, received
permission to rise to the higher world. And, we learn, Malchut is illuminated by the light of Bina from above. The lower world always has a secret
desire for the higher world, being unable to experience it directly as Jacob did.

The Relevance of this Passage

The letters inscribed below connect us to letters of the Holy Name ?.?2.?2.?., which embody the primordial forces of Creation. This awesome

luminosity is normally far too intense for a mortal to behold. However, through Jacob - who personifies control over physical existence - we have a
key to unlock the gate to the upper world. Through Jacob, we acquire the vessel necessary to hold this divine energy that shines so brightly in the

distant heavens.

8. Rabbi Shimon said: We learned that when the Holy One, blessed
be He, WHO IS BINAH, created the world, WHICH IS MALCHUT, He
engraved His engravings of the secret of the Faith, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, into the lights which are the secret of the supernal
beings. And He engraved above, IN BINAH, and engraved below, IN
MALCHUT; everything is in the secret of the engraving of the Holy
Name, YUD HEI VAV HEI that controls by means of its letters above
and below, THAT IS, IN BINAH AND MALCHUT, WHICH ARE THE
FIRST HEI AND THE LAST HEI OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, SINCE BOTH
OF THEM ARE OF THE SAME SHAPE, WHICH IS HEI. The worlds
were brought to completion by means of this secret, both the
superior world, WHICH IS BINAH, and the lower world, WHICH IS
MALCHUT.

9. The upper world is included in the secret of the letter Yud OF YUD
HEI VAV HEI, WHICH INCLUDES ARICH ANPIN AND ABA AND IMA,
NAMELY the first upper dot, WHICH IS ARICH ANPIN that emerges
from the concealed, the hidden and that which is not known and is
not known at all and will not be known. It ascends by MEANS OF the
secret of infinity, THE PARTZUF OF ATIK, and from this
concealment, FROM ARICH ANPIN, shines a thin and hidden light
WHICH IS SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA THAT HAVE TWO ASPECTS OF
YESOD: 1) A NARROW PATH AND 2) A CONCEALED WAY, including
in itself the generality of all the lights. And in this concealed WAY,
THAT IS IN ABA AND IMA, one strikes it who did not yet strike
BEFORE, WHEN IT WAS IN SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA. That which
did not illuminate in him now illuminates in him. It then produced
one light, which is a delight of delight (NAMELY CHOCHMAH OF
CHOCHMAH), AND IT IS for pleasure, and to hide the thin light,
which is concealed in that light.

10. Within this light, which is delight of delight and is concealed, six
unknown impressions materialized and were completed THROUGH

THE CENTRAL COLUMN. THEY ARE NOT REVEALED IN ORDER TO
ILLUMINATE, except when that thin light OF ABA AND IMA enters to

be concealed, FOR THEN the delight of delight illuminates in its light.

11. This light that emerges TO THOSE BELOW from the thin light is
awesome and frightful and very strong. AND THIS THIN LIGHT
spreads and becomes one world, WHICH IS SUPERNAL ABA AND
IMA that illuminates all the worlds. It is a concealed world that is
wholly unknown and 60,000,000 of supernal inhabitants and hosts
and camps live in them.
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12. Once YUD brought them out, they become one joint, YUD-HEI.
They are the secret of the letter Vav, which has become attached to
that concealed world; AND THIS VAV ALLUDES TO JACOB, as it is
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written: "For Yah has chosen Jacob to Himself." JACOB CLEAVED
UNTO THE MENTIONED NAME YUD-HEI. When the Vav emerges and
becomes accomplished through Yud-Hei, MEANING THAT THE
LETTER VAV HAS BECOME INDEPENDENT WITH THE MOCHIN OF
YUD-HEI AND HAS THE FIRST THREE SFIROT, then it is written:
"Yisrael for His peculiar possession,” AND IS CALLED YISRAEL
RATHER THAN JACOB.
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13. None of the other people in the world, EXCEPT FOR JACOB,
received permission to rise TO BINAH, TO CLEAVE UNTO YUD-HEI
LIKE JACOB, but to His peculiar possession ALONE, which is the
place that receives and gathers everything, which is the lower level,
NAMELY MALCHUT. From within MALCHUT they receive THE LIGHT
OF CHASSADIM of above IN BINAH, WHICH IS THE ASPECT OF
LEAH in a hidden desire, but not openly as Jacob does. This is the
meaning of: "That they bring Me an offering."
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3. "How great is Your goodness, which You have laid up"

Rabbi Yehuda opens the discussion by reciting this verse: "How great is your goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear You; which You
have performed for those who trust in You in the sight of the sons of men!" He goes on to discuss the various levels and worlds and he reveals the
code words that speak of their wondrous roles in the process of creation. For instance, there is the highest level, which is 'the secret of the higher
world," and is called "who"; then there is the lowest level, which is 'the secret of the lower world', and is called "what." Although the Sfirah of
Chochmah is connected to the lower world through the quality of Binah, it does not become revealed until it is completed here in Malchut, the
earthly kingdom. The word "what" is "mabh," we're told, which is contained in Chochmah.

Next, we learn that the foundation of the world is laid upon goodness that is distributed by God, and the Light that is concealed in this foundation is
a testament to the goodness with which He crafted the whole world as well as the souls and spirits. The tabernacle was made with the same divine
secret as the secret of the whole world - the image of the world above manifested in the world below. This, we're told, is Understanding manifested
in the Kingdom.

The Relevance of this Passage

We come to this earth for "what" we may learn, and in the university of this universe, we study to grow, transform, and become perfected. This
endeavor is the manner in which we express our Godly nature, and thus become (co)-creators of our wisdom and Light, which are purposely
concealed in this realm. Our meditation here completes our own unique role in creation: the tasks that we have been sent into the world to perform
in order to facilitate our personal transformation.

In addition, the vast mysteries of the Tabernacle are revealed here. By virtue of all this great energy, the tasks of all mankind are now completed and
the final correction is achieved through the Light of the Zohar. World peace and immortality are now attained in a kind, compassionate, and merciful
process.

14."That they bring Me an offering" (Shemot 25:1-2): Rabbi Yehuda
opened the discussion with the verse, "How great is Your goodness,
which You have laid up for those who fear You; which You have
performed for those who trust in You in the sight of the sons of
men!" (Tehilim 31:20). This passage has been explained and we have
learned it. This secret was established by the holy luminary as part
of supernal secrets.
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15. The highest level, which is the secret of the highest world,
NAMELY BINAH, is called 'mi (Eng. 'who')". The lower level, which is
the secret of the lower world, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is called 'mah
(Eng. 'what')'. We learned THAT IT IS WRITTEN: "WHAT (HEB. 'MAH")
DOES HASHEM YOUR ELOHIM REQUIRE OF YOU?" (DEVARIM
10:12). Do not pronounce it as 'mah’, but rather as 'me'ah (Eng. 'one
hundred)", because all the levels are sublime in perfection THERE
ARE FIFTY OF THEM, here IN MALCHUT. THEREFORE, IT IS CALLED
'ONE HUNDRED".
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16. Another REASON why MALCHUT is called ‘Mah': Although the
pull from above OF CHOCHMAH is conducted BY WAY OF THE
HIGHER LEVELS, BINAH AND ZEIR ANPIN, it is not revealed until it
is completed here IN MALCHUT. This is the last place of all the levels
and the end of all the continuance, and it stands revealed IN THE
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH. Even though it is more revealed
than all of them, one is allowed to ask what (Heb. mah), as in what
did you see and what do you know, as is written: "For you saw no
manner of form" (Devarim 4:15).

17. Therefore, it is written: "How (Heb. mah) great is Your
goodness," WHERE MAH IS MALCHUT. "How great is Your
goodness" is the foundation of the world, NAMELY YESOD OF ZEIR
ANPIN, which is called 'great goodness', as written: "And the great
goodness toward the House of Yisrael" (Yeshayah 63:7). This is
because the first light THAT IS INCLUDED IN YESOD is merely called
'good'. Male and female are included here, SINCE THE FEMALE,
WHO IS ALSO CALLED 'MAH' (SINCE CHOCHMAH IS REVEALED IN
HER), IS ALSO INCLUDED HERE, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "HOW GREAT
IS YOUR GOODNESS." IT IS THEREFORE WRITTEN "GREAT"
BECAUSE IT POINTS TOWARD THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH.
"Which You have laid up": This light is concealed, just as the first
light was hidden and kept FOR THE RIGHTEOUS. "You have
performed," because here, IN MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'MAH',
BECAUSE OF THE INCLUSION OF BINAH IN IT, is the craftsmanship
of everything, the craftsmanship of the whole world and the
craftsmanship of the souls and spirits.

18. The Holy One, blessed be He, made the craftsmanship of the
whole world, in this secret OF BINAH BEING COMPRISED IN
MALCHUT. This is the secret of the verse: "In the beginning Elohim
created the heaven and the earth" (Beresheet 1:1). The tabernacle
was made and built by this means, which is the image of the world
above, WHICH IS BINAH, and in the image of the lower world, WHICH
IS MALCHUT. This is what is meant by: "That they bring Me an
offering," and "Me an offering" ARE two levels, BINAH AND
MALCHUT, which are one when combined together.

4. The balsam tree and the palanquin
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Rabbi Shimon, Rabbi Elazar, Rabbi Aba and Rabbi Yosi are sitting one day under the pleasant shade of some trees. Rabbi Shimon opens the
discussion by saying, "King Solomon made himself a palanquin from the woods of Levanon." He goes on to speak of the palanquin as 'the lower

chamber', which God called 'the Garden of Eden’, and built for Himself in order to commune with the souls of the righteous - for they are recorded
there and it is there too that they are crowned. Disembodied souls, we're told, are filled with the delights of the river of the pure balsam tree. Rabbi
Shimon states that the balsam tree is the upper chamber, covered and hidden, which represents Binah. 'Palanquin’ is the lower chamber that has no

support until it is held up by the upper chamber.

A discussion between the rabbis follows on the secret of one hundred, which is hidden in the names for 'Palanquin’ and 'Balsam tree', whose forms
are comparable. Those who do not have a body in this world are suckled by the river of light that emerges from the pure balsam, while those who do

have a body delight in the palanquin, which is the earthly garden. Rabbi Shimon then says that "King Solomon" means Zeir Anpin, God, with his

attributes, which are the male world. The king without attributes refers to the Messiah, the female world. He concludes by saying that "The cedars of

Levanon that He planted," and of which the palanquin was built and completed, were Chesed, Gvurah, Tiferet, Netzach, Hod and Yesod.

The Relevance of this Passage

This marvelously informative discussion speaks to us of the two forms of the Garden of Eden that God has made for us: the garden on earth, where
we may rest and be comforted, and the higher garden that awaits us after death, where we may commune with Him. Our souls give to and take from

the qualities of the garden, emitting fragrance from our good deeds and in turn absorbing the exquisite fragrance of the garden.
By our thoughtful reading, our entire world is nourished by His Light. Our life is scented with the aroma of the garden, and the fragrance of Eden
now emanates throughout the world, ushering in the arrival of the Messianic age.



19. "That they bring Me an offering..." (Shemot 25:2): Rabbi Shimon,
Rabbi Elazar, Rabbi Aba, and Rabbi Yosi were sitting one day under
some trees in the valley next to the Sea of Genosar, THAT IS, THE
SEA OF GALILEE. Rabbi Shimon said: How pleasant is this shade
from the trees that covers us, and we are obliged to adorn this place
with the words of Torah.

20. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion saying: "King Solomon
made himself a palanquin from the woods of Lebanon" (Shir
Hashirim 3:9). We have established and learned this passage. Still,
palanquin is the lower chamber, MALCHUT, which is similar to the
upper chamber, BINAH. The Holy One, blessed be He, called it the
Garden of Eden, which He plants for His pleasure, and His desire is
to amuse Himself in it with the souls of the righteous, for they all
stand there and are recorded there. The souls that do not have a
body in this world all ascend and are crowned there. They have
places to see and to delight in the supernal delight that is called the
pleasantness of Hashem, and there they are filled with all the
delights of the river of the pure balsam tree.

21. The balsam tree is the upper chamber, which is covered and
hidden, WHICH IS BINAH. The palanquin is the lower chamber,
MALCHUT, which has no support (Heb. somech) until it is supported
from the upper chamber. Therefore, the letter Samech is closed on
all sides, like a square. It is a closed letter.

22. What is the difference BETWEEN THE BALSAM TREE AND THE
PALANQUIN? When the supernal light above is hidden and
concealed in it, BINAH assumes in the form of the letter Samech, IN
WHICH THE LIGHT is concealed. It is hidden in it in order to ascend
above. When she returns and settles, she sits over her children
below to nurse them. Then it dons the form of the letter final Mem,
which lies and is closed to all four directions of the world, WHICH
ARE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, AND MALCHUT, FOR CHESED
AND GVURAH ARE SOUTH AND NORTH AND TIFERET AND
MALCHUT ARE EAST AND WEST.

23. Hence, one is a balsam tree and the other a palanquin, BECAUSE
A PALANQUIN (HEB. APIRION), WHICH IS MALCHUT, IS
PERFECTED SIMILAR TO THE BALSAM TREE (HEB.
APHARSEMON), WHICH IS BINAH, AND THEY HAVE THE SAME
FORM. Instead of the two letters, Samech and final Mem, THAT ARE
IN APHARSEMON, there is a Yud IN APIRION, in the secret of the
covenant, and it will eventually receive all FROM THE SAMECH
(=SIXTY) AND FINAL MEM (=FORTY), which is the secret of the one
hundred blessings. Samech and final Mem ARE sixty and forty, with
sixty corresponding to the six corners that emerge from the Samech
and forty corresponding to the four directions of the world. The letter
Yud OF APIRION ALSO completes the secret of one hundred, THAT
IS, YUD (=TEN) SFIROT, EACH COMPOSED OF TEN, like the
supernal SAMECH AND FINAL MEM IN APHARSEMON, WHICH IS
BINAH. Therefore, one is apharsemon and the other an apirion, AND
THEIR FORMS ARE EQUAL!
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24. They are the rivers that emerge from that balsam, and the
supernal souls that do not have a body in this world nurse from the
light that emerges from the pure balsam and delight in this supernal
delight. The souls that have a body in this world ascend and nurse
from this palanquin and descend. These give and take, giving the
fragrance from those good deeds in which they endeavored in this
world and taking from that fragrance that remained in the Garden of
Eden, as it is written: "Like the smell of a field which Hashem has
blessed" (Beresheet 27:27), meaning the fragrance that remained in
that field. They all stand in that Garden. Those THAT DO NOT HAVE
A BODY IN THIS WORLD delight above IN THE BALSAM, WHICH IS
BINAH IN THE GARDEN, and those THAT HAVE A BODY IN THIS
WORLD, delight below IN THE PALANQUIN, WHICH IS MALCHUT IN
THE GARDEN.

25."King Solomon made himself," for his own benefit. HE
QUESTIONS: The souls of the pious delight with it, yet you say
"made himself"? HE ANSWERS: It is certainly so, because this
palanquin and these souls of the righteous all exist so that the Holy
One, blessed be He, can amuse Himself with them, SO WE SEE
THAT HE MADE IT FOR HIMSELF. "King Solomon" (Heb. Shlomo) is
the King that the peace (Heb. shalom) is His, namely the supernal
King, ZEIR ANPIN. 'The King' without attributes refers to Messiah,
WHICH IS MALCHUT. The one is the male world and the other the
female world. "From the woods of Lebanon": THESE ARE the trees
and plants that the Holy One, blessed be He, uprooted and planted in
a different place. THEY ARE THE SEVEN SFIROT OF MALE AND
FEMALE THAT WERE IN MALCHUT WITH THE QUALITY OF
JUDGMENT, WHICH HE UPROOTED AND REPASTED IN BINAH, IN
THE SECRET OF MALCHUT OF THE QUALITY OF MERCY. These are
called the cedars of Lebanon, as it is written: "The cedars of
Lebanon that He planted" (Tehilim 104:16). This palanquin was built
and completed with them alone.

5. "The woods of Lebanon" are the six days of Creation
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Here we read an alternative explanation of "the woods of Lebanon" - that they are the six days of creation. The six attributes of Chesed, Gvurah,
Tiferet, Netzach, Hod and Yesod all in their turn entered and mated with the palanquin, producing in this fashion the manifested world in six days.
Then, we learn, this palanquin became sanctified until it ascended the crown of rest and was given a supernal name, 'Shabbat'. Rabbi Shimon tells
us that we have to see we are sitting in the shadow of The Creator within that palanquin.

The Relevance of this Passage

Again and again in the Zohar, we see that each interpretation of Scripture leads us back to the knowledge that God has placed His own qualities into
the creation that He made for us. From our mundane perspective, the upper world consists of six Sfirot [dimensions] rolled into one, called Zeir
Anpin. This realm is the repository of all our wisdom and fulfillment. The love we feel, the joy we experience, the serenity we seek, all originate there.
Zeir Anpin also embodies the supernal Light of Shabbat. Access to this realm can be achieved through inner transformation and various tools, such
as the Zohar. On Shabbat, however, this Light is freely given as a gift to all Creation. These words of Zohar open up the gates to Zeir Anpin, causing
the Light of the cosmic Sabbath to shine the moment our eyes fall upon them.



26. Another explanation of "the woods of Lebanon": These are the
six days of creation, for each day is arranged on this palanquin in
the system that applies to it. EVERY ATTRIBUTE OF CHESED,
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN
THAT ARE COMPLETED THROUGH BINAH BESTOWS ONE PART IN
THE EDIFICE OF MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'PALANQUIN'. The first
system: The first light that was concealed is drawn from the right
side OF BINAH, and it takes from the right side OF ZEIR ANPIN who
enters this palanquin upon one foundation and cohabits with it.
Afterwards, the palanquin produces an image that is suitable for this
light, WHICH IS THE ATTRIBUTE OF CHESED OF THE PALANQUIN.
This is the secret of what is written: "Let there be light, and there
was light" (Beresheet 1:3). After it said, "Let there be light," why add,
"And there was light"? It could have just been written: 'And it was
so.' Wherefore does it say, "And there was light"? It means that this
light brought forth a different light that was suitable for it, and this
was the first day of these woods of Lebanon.

27. The second system: The separation of the waters is drawn from
the left side OF BINAH by the drawing of a strong fire, taken from the
left side OF ZEIR ANPIN. It enters into the palanquin, mates with it
and divides between the water on the right side and the water on the
left side. Afterwards, the palanquin brought forth an image similar to
this, AND THE ATTRIBUTE OF GVURAH OF THE PALANQUIN WAS
BUILT. This is the secret of the verse: "The waters which were under
the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament, and
it was so" (Ibid. 7). This is the second day of these woods of
Lebanon.

28. The third system: A certain third day is drawn from the central
side and the right side, MEANING THE ATTRIBUTE OF TIFERET OF
ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN that makes peace in
the world BETWEEN THE TWO COLUMNS, RIGHT AND LEFT,
whence fruits proceed to everyone. And it cohabits with this
palanquin and draws forth a species after its kind, a species that
does many actions like the kinds that fit it accordingly, MEANING all
the vegetation and grasses and trees in many strengths, and its
image remains IN THE PALANQUIN. That palanquin brings forth a
species exactly identical to it THAT CAME FORTH FROM THE
CENTRAL COLUMN, AND THE ATTRIBUTE OF TIFERET OF THE
PALANQUIN IS BUILT. This is the third day that includes both sides,
RIGHT AND LEFT, of these woods of Lebanon.

29. The fourth system: The light of the sun is drawn and illuminates
this palanquin in the midst of its darkness. It enters to illuminate but
does not cohabit with it, until the fifth day. THEN the palanquin
brings forth the cohabitation of the illumination that entered it on the
fourth day, and the palanquin brings forth the exact likeness of that
light. THE ATTRIBUTE OF NETZACH OF THE PALANQUIN IS BUILT
IN THIS WAY. This is the fourth day, which is one of the woods of
Lebanon.
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30. The fifth system: One drawing of the swarming of the water was
brought forth, and mated so as to bring forth that light from the
system of the fourth day. It cohabited with that palanquin ON THE
FIFTH DAY, and brought forth species according to its very own
kind. This day OF THE WOODS OF LEBANON did that action more
than in the other days, BECAUSE IT PERFECTED THE ATTRIBUTE
OF HOD IN THE PALANQUIN WITH THE SWEETENED JUDGMENTS
OF BINAH. It was all suspended until the sixth day, for the palanquin
brought forth all that was hidden in it, as it is written: "Let the earth
bring forth living creatures after their kind" (Ibid. 24). This is the fifth
day, ONE day of the woods of the Lebanon.

31. The sixth system: It is the day that perfected the entire palanquin.
THE PALANQUIN has no perfection and power except through that
day, WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, BECAUSE THE PALANQUIN
DOES NOT RECEIVE ANYTHING FROM THOSE ABOVE EXCEPT
THROUGH YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN. When that day came, the
palanquin became perfected with many spirits, with many souls, and
with many beautiful maidens, WHO ARE SEVEN CHAMBERS THAT
SERVE MALCHUT, those ones worthy to sit in the King's chamber.
YESOD also was perfected with the beauty of all the days that
preceded, BECAUSE YESOD INCLUDES ALL THE FIVE DAYS,
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH AND HOD. And it perfected
them with one wish, with desire, joy, and perfection of above and
below.

32. Then this palanquin became sanctified with supernal sanctities
and adorned with its crowns, until it ascended with the rising of the
crown of rest and was given a supernal Name, the Holy Name, which
is Shabbat. This is the tranquillity of all, the desire of all and the
cleaving of all, of above and below together, of which it is written:
"King Solomon made himself a palanquin from the woods of
Lebanon."

33. Rabbi Shimon said: The one who merits that palanquin merits
everything. He merits to sit and rest in the shadow of Hashem, as it
is written: "l sat down under His shadow with great delight" (Shir
Hashirim 2:3). Now that | sit in the shadow of this rest, we have to
see that we are sitting in the shadow of the Holy One, blessed be He,
within that palanquin. But we have to adorn this place with supernal
crowns, until the trees of that palanquin are aroused to come to us
with a different shadow.
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6. "That they bring Me an offering"

The section title passage summarizes one single great truth, which Rabbi Shimon explains to us: that for one to aspire toward divine union, he must
strive with all his heart and soul and with self-purification, and pay the necessary price. We also hear that he is prompted to do this by the heart of
God in himself, that he may increase his worthiness by turning a wicked person from the path of evil. In doing so he causes the subjugation of the
Other Side, causes God to be elevated in his honor, and thence causes the world to be preserved both above and below. Such a righteous one,
we're told, shall enter in through the twelve gates.

The Relevance of this Passage

Perfection comes partly through striving and steadfast self- transformation with the right intent; yet there is more to bettering ourselves. We can
increase our merit by tutoring the wicked, helping them to be free of evil.

Through our meditation upon these verses, we grasp in our hearts the source of all goodness from whence we sprang. The evil tendencies of the
wicked are abolished and the Other Side is immobilized. We are now free to attain unity with the Light of the Creator.



34. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion saying: "That they bring
Me an offering, of every man whose heart prompts him to

give" (Shemot 25:2). "That they bring Me" POINTS OUT that if one
wishes to undertake a precept and to aspire towards the Holy One,
blessed be He, it is necessary that the person not strive in vain and
empty handed, but rather that he makes efforts as befitting, and
according to, his strengths. We have established this in many
places, AND SO it is good for a person to strive after the Holy One,
blessed be He, as it is written: "Every man shall give as he is able,
according to the blessing of Hashem your Elohim which He has
given you" (Devarim 16:17).

35. And if you ask, Is it not written: "Come, buy, and eat; come, buy
wine and milk without money and without a price" (Yeshayah 55:1)?
So we see that it is free, and that is the striving after the Holy One,
blessed be He, BECAUSE WINE AND MILK MEAN THE TORAH,
WHICH IS REFERRED TO IN THIS WAY. HE ANSWERS: Anybody
who desires to endeavor for Torah merits it. The striving after the
Holy One, blessed be He, is to know Him; for anyone who desires it
will merit it without any payment whatsoever. But if the striving after
the Holy One, blessed be He, is in the form of an action, it is
prohibited to perform that action empty handed and in vain, because
one will not merit the drawing down of a spirit of holiness unless he
pays in full.

36. In the books of sorcery that Asmodeus, THE KING OF THE
DEMONS, taught King Solomon IT IS WRITTEN THAT whoever wants
to endeavor to remove from himself the impure spirit and to subdue
the other spirit OF THE OTHER SIDE, must buy in full payment the
action in which he wishes to endeavor, and he should give whatever
is requested of him, whether a little or a lot. The spirit of impurity is
always ready freely and for nothing and is saleable without payment,
because he compels people upon whom he dwells and entices them
to dwell with him. He tempts them to make their habitation with him
in many ways.

37. The spirit of holiness is not this way, but only with full payment
and great endeavor, and by purifying himself and purifying his
habitation with the desire of his heart and soul. AND EVEN THEN,
fortunate is he who merits that he will place its habitation with him.
With all this, HE MUST go in the straight path, neither turning right
nor left. If he does not, He separates itself immediately and distances
itself from him, and he will not again be able to merit it as he did
originally.
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38. In reference to this, it is written: "That they bring Me an offering,
of every man..." MEANING one called 'man’' who has overcome his
inclination, for whoever overcomes his inclination is called 'man'.
"Whose heart prompts him": HE QUESTIONS: What does "whose
heart prompts him" mean? HE ANSWERS: Rather that the Holy One,
blessed be He, takes pleasure in him, as it is written: "Of You my
heart has said" (Tehilim 27:8); "the strength of my heart" (Tehilim
73:26), "of a merry heart" (Mishlei 15:15) and "His heart was

merry" (Rut 3:7). They all refer to the Holy One, blessed be He,
MEANING THE HEART OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, THAT
IS, HIS GOODWILL. Here also, "Whose heart prompts him" IS THE
HEART OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE. From Him "shall you
take My offering," because there is where THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED
BE HE is found, FOR HE DWELLS IN HIM and in no other place.

39. How do we know that the Holy One, blessed be He, wants him
and places His dwelling place in him? IT IS when we see that the
desire of the person IS to endeavor to pursue the Holy One, blessed
be He, with his heart and soul and desire. We are certain then that
the Shechinah dwells there. Then we should pay in full to befriend
him and to learn from him. About this, the ancients said, '...and
acquire for yourself a friend.' You must buy him for a full price in
order to merit the Shechinah THAT DWELLS IN HIM. This is how far
it is necessary to pursue arighteous man and purchase him.

40. In the same way, the righteous one must pursue the wicked
person and purchase him for a full price in order to remove from him
that filth, subdue the Other Side and build him, for it is considered as
though he created him. This is a praise with which the glory of the
Holy One, blessed be He, will be elevated, more than with any other
praise, and this elevation is quite in excess! What is the reason?
Because he caused the Other Side to be subdued and to elevate the
honor of the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is written about Aaron:
"And turned many away from iniquity" (Malachi 2:6) and also, "My
covenant was with him" (lbid. 5).

41. Come and see: Everyone who holds the hand of the wicked
person and endeavors to help him leave the path of evil is elevated
in three elevations, to which another person cannot rise. He causes
the subjugation of the Other Side, he causes the Holy One, blessed
be He, to be elevated in His honor and he causes the world to be
preserved both above and below. About this person, it is written:
"My covenant was with him for life and peace" and he merits to see
the children of his children, and gains merit in this world and in the
World to Come. All the accusers will not be able to judge him in this
world and in the World to Come. He enters through the twelve gates
THAT ARE IN THE FIRMAMENT, and there is nothing to prevent him.
It is written: "His seed shall be mighty upon earth; the generation of
the upright shall be blessed. Wealth and riches shall be in his house,
and his righteousness endures forever. Light rises in the darkness
for the upright: He is gracious and full of compassion, and

just..." (Tehilim 112:2-4).
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7. The three colors in the flame

This section deals with the three colors that can be distinguished inside a flame. One rises up, while another seems to dip down. The other one is
usually visible, but appears to be concealed when the sun shines. There is one color that ascends above and emerges, and that color is whiter than
white.

Through this analogy, we learn how our prayers cause the white light to ascend to the crown, and how all the Sfirot join to each other with light
above and below, and then join with all the candles. Only then are all combined with the righteous one, who is called 'good’'. Whosoever causes the
wicked to return to the right path is now worthy, we are told. This recognition is then witnessed by the angels who supervise the world. Next, the
overseer appears, bringing with him the image of that person; and, we read, there is no righteous person in this world who does not have his image
thus engraved above. The King then blesses the image of that righteous one, and four camps of supernal angels take it and depart, whence they go,
however, we are not told.

The Zohar next recounts the seventy keys belonging of treasures owned by the overseer's Master, and then of seventy concealed worlds. After this,
we learn that those who help the poor merit much good in return, as well as many supernal treasures, but these rewards are nothing like those
merited by someone who redeems the wicked.

Now we learn when the children of Yisrael reach the Kedushah in the prayer, the third color in the flame emerges and shines. We are next told that
the sanctification we recite is the same as the praise we give to the supernal angels, and we give this praise both so that we may be sanctified
ourselves and so that we may earn their friendship. Sanctification in the Holy Language may only be recited when ten men are present , because the
Shechinah joins the sanctification. Prayer, we are told, has great strength and is often able to break the power of the Other Side. Concluding the
discourse, Rabbi Shimon blesses the other rabbis.

The Relevance of this Passage

Just as the seven colors of the rainbow emerge from a single beam of white sunlight, our reading unites all the spiritual forces into their original
state: a ray of pure Light emanating from the Creator.

This union produces a luminescence that brightens our entire existence. We steer this Light towards the wicked, the evil who dwell among us, as
well as the wicked tendencies in ourselves, thus purging immoral impulses and subjugating the Other Side, the Satan, which is the root of personal
and global negativity. This Light also emancipates the poor, annulling the force of poverty so all may now partake of God's goodness.
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43. There is one color that ascends above, WHICH IS NETZACH, and
emerges, and that color is white, much whiter than any other kind of
white. It enters that flame and becomes slightly colored, FOR IT
INCLUDES SOME JUDGMENTS OF THE FLAME, yet does not
become colored, MEANING THAT NO COLOR IS NOTICEABLE IN IT,
WHICH IS JUDGMENT. That color is situated above on the top of that
chamber, NAMELY ON TOP OF MALCHUT, when Yisrael come to
synagogue and pray their prayers, when they reach: 'Who redeemed
Yisrael' and bring redemption and Amidah prayer close together, BY
NOT INTERRUPTING IN BETWEEN. THROUGH THIS, THEY CAUSE
YESOD, WHICH IS CALLED 'REDEMPTION', TO GET CLOSE TO
MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED 'PRAYER'. Then that white color,
WHICH IS NETZACH, ascends to the top of the chamber, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, and becomes its crown.

44. A proclamation is made: Blessed are you the holy nation that do
good, MEANING THAT THEY CAUSE THE UNITY OF YESOD THAT IS
CALLED 'GOOD' before the Holy One, blessed be He. This is the
secret of: "And have done that which is good in your

eyes" (Yeshayah 38:3), WHICH MEANS that he brought redemption
close to prayer. When they reach 'Praises to the supernal El,' that
color, NETZACH, ascends upon the top of the chamber, and the
righteous one is aroused, WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, to unite
where it should with love and affection and with joy and desire. All
the limbs, NAMELY ALL THE SFIRQOT, join each other with the same
desire, those of above with those of below, and all the candles,
NAMELY ALL THE LEVELS, shine and glitter. They are all combined
with the righteous one who is called 'good’, as it is written: "Say of
the righteous that it shall be well (also: 'good") with him" (Yeshayah
3:10). It joins them all in one union and all is silent above and below
with the kisses of desire. It is all found in the union of the chamber,
NAMELY THE SECRET OF THE EMBRACE.

45. As soon as 'Give peace' is reached, WHICH IS THE LAST
BLESSING OF THE AMIDAH AND THE ATTRIBUTE OF YESOD, the
river that emerges from Eden, WHICH IS YESOD, cohabits with this
chamber, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and all must leave the presence of
the King. No person needs to be present there, nor make their
requests, but it is just necessary to fall on the face, THAT IS TO SAY
THE PRAYER OF FALLING ON THEIR FACES. What is the reason?
That is the time of cohabitation, and everyone must be embarrassed
before his Master and cover his face with great embarrassment to
include himself in that cohabitation of the souls, for this chamber is
included from above and from below with souls and spirits. Then
another color that descends below, NAMELY HOD, gets up and
attaches itself to the end of this room.

46. Another proclamation is made: Those of above and those of
below bear witness. Whoever creates souls and exonerates the
wicked, MEANING HE WHO CAUSES THEM TO RETURN TO THE
RIGHT PATH, is worthy to be adorned with the Crown of Royalty on
his head. That is the one who is now worthy to come before the King
and Queen, because the King and Queen are inquiring about him.
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47. Then appear two witnesses of the eyes of Hashem that roam the
entire world, NAMELY THE ANGELS WHO SUPERVISE THE WORLD,
who stand behind the curtain, and bear this testimony, saying, 'We
witnessed that so-and-so, son of so-and-so, acquired souls below,
souls of the wicked who were on the Other Side.' Then the Holy One,
blessed be He, is glorified with complete joy. Blessed is his portion,
for his father is also mentioned for good because of him, BECAUSE
THEY HAVE TESTIFIED ABOUT SO-AND-SO, SON OF SO-AND-SO.

48. At that moment, there appears an overseer who is the treasurer
of the images of the righteous in the secret of cohabitation of the
letters, MEANING THE PAIRING OF THE LETTERS OF THE NAME,

called "Yehodiam', WHICH IS SPELLED WITH THE LETTERS YUD-HEI-

VAV OF THE NAME. IT IS IN THE SECRET OF the crown of the
pairing OF THE LETTERS YUD AND HEI of the Holy Name, WHICH IS
DA'AT. And the Holy One, blessed be He, gestures to that minister,
and brings the image of that person who made over the souls of the
wicked to stand before the King and Queen.

49. RABBI SHIMON SAID: | bring withess upon me the heavens and
the earth that at that moment they give to Him the image OF THE
RIGHTEOUS ONE, because there is no righteous person in this
world that does not have his image engraved above unless under the
jurisdiction of this overseer. And seventy keys of all the treasures of
his Master, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE SEVEN LOWER SFIROT
OF CHOCHMAMH, are given over into the hand OF THE RIGHTEOUS
ONE. The King then blesses the image OF THAT RIGHTEOUS ONE
with all the blessings that He blessed Abraham when he made over
the souls of the wicked, AS IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: "THE
SOULS THEY HAD ACQUIRED IN CHARAN" (BERESHEET 12:5).

50. The Holy One, blessed be He, gestures to four camps of supernal
ANGELS, who take that image and go with it. He enters seventy
concealed worlds that no other person EXCEPT HIM merited,
because these worlds are concealed and are only for those who
made over the souls of the wicked. If people knew how much benefit
and merit they would acquire when they merit them WITH
REPENTANCE, they would go after them and pursue them as one
who pursues life.

51. A poor person causes people to merit much good and many
supernal treasures, but not like one who brings merit to the wicked.
What is the difference between them? Simply, he who works for and
does charity with the poor enlivens his soul, enables him to live and
merits because he has done much good in this world. But he who
endeavors after the wicked, TO RETURN THEM TO REPENT,
accomplishes even more, because he causes the other Elohim of the
Other Side to become subdued and removes him from his dominion.
He causes the Holy One, blessed be He, to become elevated upon
His Throne of Glory and makes a new soul for that wicked one.
Happy is his share.
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52. The other color, NAMELY THE THIRD COLOR, is visible yet not
visible WHEN THE SUN SHINES. When Yisrael reach the Kedushah
(lit. 'sanctification') in the prayer, NAMELY THE SANCTIFICATION IN
THE PRAYER: "BUT TO ZION A REDEEMER SHALL

COME" (YESHAYAH 59:20), that THIRD color which was concealed
emerges, because this sanctification is sanctified by the children of
Yisrael even more than the supernal angels who are comrades with
them. That color shines and is seen at the time that the children of
Yisrael say this sanctification until they finish it, so that the supernal
angels should not notice and punish them above and should not
accuse them.

53. Then a proclamation is issued: Those above and those below
who are haughty with the words of Torah, listen carefully. Who is he
that all his words are only to be proud with the words of Torah? As
we learned man needs to be humble in the world with the words of
Torah, because there is no pride due to the Torah except in the
World to Come.

54. We must be guarded and conceal this sanctification among us in
order that we become holy with sanctification in the beginning and
in the end, more than with these sanctifications that the supernal
angels say with us. The sanctification that we recite IN THE AMIDAH
IS the praise that we praise the supernal angels, who permit us to
enter the supernal gates for this praise. Therefore, we recite this
sanctification in the Holy Language, WHICH IS THE LANGUAGE
THAT THE MINISTERING ANGELS USE, and they leave us to come
with love into the gates of above because we praise them in their
system. NAMELY, WE SAY, 'AND ONE CRIED TO ANOTHER, AND
SAID," so we receive a great sanctification and enter into the highest
gates.

55. And if you say that WHAT WE PRAISE THEM is deception, and
THAT IT IS NOT WITH A WHOLE HEART BUT ONLY TO RECEIVE
SANCTIFICATION, this is not so. The supernal angels are holier than
us, and they receive more sanctification. If it were not for the fact
that we take and draw upon ourselves these sanctifications
THROUGH THE PRAISE WE GIVE THEM, we could not be friends
with them. And the glory of the Holy One, blessed be He, would not
be complete above and below at one time, BECAUSE WE WOULD
NOT BE ABLE TO RECEIVE SUPERNAL SANCTIFICATION.
Therefore, we endeavor to be friends with them THROUGH THE
PRAISE WE GIVE THEM, and the glory of the Holy One, blessed be
He, should rise above and below at the same time.
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56. The sanctification which is at the end, IN"AND A REDEEMER
SHALL COME TO ZION," is translated, as we have established. Even
a solitary man may say this SINCE they are words of translation, but
the sanctification that is in the Holy Language may be recited only
when ten are present, because the Shechinah joins the
sanctification. When the Shechinah is present, any sanctification is
only recited by ten, as it is written: "But | will be hallowed among the
children of Yisrael" (Vayikra 22:32). The children of Yisrael certainly
speak in the Holy Language, unlike the other nations that speak a
different language.

57. And if you ask: Why isn't the sanctification of Kaddish, which is
in Aramaic, recited alone? HE ANSWERS: Come and see, this
sanctification, MEANING KADDISH, is not like the other kinds of
sanctification which are tripled, but this sanctification is in all the
sides, above and below and in all sides of the Faith. It breaks even
locks and rings of iron and evil Klipot, so that the glory of the Holy
One, blessed be He, shall ascend above all. We must say it in the
language of the Other Side, and answer, 'Amen. May His Great Name
be blessed' with great strength, in order to break the power of the
Other Side. Then, the Holy One, blessed be He, should ascend in His
glory over all. When power of the Other Side is broken with this
sanctification, the Holy One, blessed be He, becomes elevated in His
glory, and He remembers His children and His name. Because the
Holy One, blessed be He, ascends in His glory through this
sanctification, it can be recited only among ten.

58. The Other Side is subdued against his will by this language OF
ARAMAIC, and its power is broken. The glory of the Holy One,
blessed be He, ascends and breaks locks and rings and strong
chains and evil Klipot, and the Holy One, blessed be He, remembers
His name and children. Blessed are they, the holy people, that the
Holy One, blessed be He, gives them the Holy Torah to merit through
it the World to Come.

59. Rabbi Shimon said to the friends: Blessed are you in the World to
Come. Since | started the words of the supernal Crown of Royalty, |
will say MORE and only for you. May the Holy One, blessed be He,
grant you reward in that world, and may the breath of your mouths
ascend above as though you yourselves said these words.

8. "Gold, and silver, and brass"
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Rabbi Shimon opens the discussion with the verse, "And this is the offering which you shall take of them; gold, and silver, and brass." This passage
is both toward the upper side, which is the side of holiness or the right side, and the lower side, which is the 'other side' or the 'left side'. When God
created the world and the tabernacle, he made them opposite, so that while they are both silver and gold, the world is begun from silver, or right,
while the tabernacle is begun from gold, or left.

The Relevance of this Passage



1

Good and evil are undeniable forces that live within us. This truth is revealed by way of the metal metaphor (gold, silver, and brass), whose purpose
is to help us become truly cognizant of their influence. Our inner aspect of good now emerges as our dominant feature, and we, finally, uproot and

eliminate the evil component forever. As our own negative traits are toppled, the macrocosmic force of evil is conquered in equal measure.

60. He opened the discussion with the verse: "And this is the
offering which you shall take of them; gold, and silver, and

brass" (Shemot 25:3). This passage is both toward the upper side
and the lower side, AND HE EXPLAINS the upper side means the
side of holiness, NAMELY THE RIGHT SIDE, and the lower side
MEANS another side, WHICH MEANS THE LEFT SIDE, BECAUSE
THE TABERNACLE WAS FIRST BUILT FROM THE LEFT SIDE AND
WAS AFTERWARDS JOINED TO THE RIGHT SIDE. Come and see:
When the Holy One, blessed be He, created the world, He started to
create from the side of silver, which is right, because silver is higher
THAN GOLD, BECAUSE SILVER IS CHESED AND RIGHT, AND GOLD
IS GVURAH AND THE ATTRIBUTE OF THE LEFT. In the construction
of the tabernacle, which is similar TO MALCHUT, He started from the
left side, WHICH IS GOLD, and then from the right side, WHICH IS
SILVER, since the tabernacle is from the left side. Therefore, it starts
here from the left side, FROM GOLD, and there BY THE CREATION
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offering..."

9. "Evening, and morning, and at noon"

This section tells us of the spirits of the night and why they are much to be feared. They are nourished, we learn, in the darkness, when the leftovers
of the sacrifice are burned and the smoke rises up, twisting toward a hole in the north (keri) from which they emerge. The overseer of these spirits,
we are told, is named Sangirya, and they come out only when they need to feast on the smoke of sacrificial fires. The purpose of the evening prayer
is to protect us from fear of the night. On Shabbat, this prayer is not necessary because there is no fear of hell nor of other judgments on that night.
At midnight, when the north wind is aroused, it attacks all the habitations of these evil spirits, breaks through to the Other Side and enters in there,
floating above and below. This breaks the power of the spirits and they no longer rule in their realm. Then, we learn, God enters to amuse Himself
with the righteous in the Garden of Eden. When morning comes it completes the outpouring of good to all the worlds; it waters the Garden, and in
this action protects the whole world. The rabbis go on to discuss the letters that appear in the eastern sky before dawn. One pillar is thrust into the
southern edge of the firmament's canopy that is over the Garden; and in this pillar there is one branch, and in this branch are three birds who are
aroused to sing in praise.

The Relevance of this Passage

This is where we ignite the Light of the three daily prayers, the energy of Shabbat, and the primordial power of the 42-Letter Name of God. Much
good is accomplished through the energy that is awakened here.

First, the negative forces that, throughout history, have risen after dark are now battered and broken by this awesome display of Light. All
judgments are halted. The fires that have blazed in Hell for millennia are doused. Our dreams of the night are forever shielded from the negative
forces (Lilit) that have caused man to discharge and waste his semen since the dawn of human existence.

These negative forces have used this squandered life force to sustain their own negative existence. Thus, this force of negativity is now rendered
powerless. Our soul achieves dominion over the Evil Inclination, and we help others achieve this same mastery simply by meditating upon them
with aloving heart.

Second, the cosmic morning (the age of Messiah) now dawns. The blissful melody of birds in morning song fills us with untold joy. Balance is
restored to our lives and to the world. This portion completes our spiritual evolution, for that is the ultimate wish and desire of the author of this all-
powerful book.

61. It is written: "Evening, and morning, and at noon" (Tehilim 55:18).
We have established and learned this passage. These are the daily
times of prayer, and the friends remarked about these three times
THAT evening is the mirror that does not shine, WHICH IS
MALCHUT. Morning is the mirror that shines, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN,
and noon is the place that is called darkness, WHICH IS GVURAH,
and is attached to evening, WHICH IS MALCHUT. They stand one
with the other, BECAUSE THE LEFT IS ATTACHED TO MALCHUT.
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62. We learned that noon is the strength of the sun and is simply a
flowery language, because that is the way that a black person is
referred to as white, for a flowery language is used. Sometimes white
is called black, as it is written: "For he had taken a Kushite (Eng.
'black') woman" (Bemidbar 12:1) and "Are you not as much mine as
the children of the Kushite?" (Amos 9:7).
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63. Evening refers to Arvit (Eng. 'the evening prayer') and the Other
Side is mixed with the evening, since its light has darkened and
ruled by night. Therefore, they made it optional. THE EVENING
SERVICE does not have a set time, BECAUSE IT CORRESPONDS TO
the portions and fats THAT WERE LEFT OVER FROM THE
SACRIFICES and are consumed at this time, ALL NIGHT ON THE
ALTAR. Many legions of spirits that go out and dominate the night
are nourished from them, BECAUSE THE EXTERNALS ARE
NOURISHED FROM THE LEFTOVERS OF THE OFFERING.

64. If you ask: Have we not learned that all these members of the
spirit of impurity of the Other Side do not dominate in the Holy
Land? And that Yisrael arouse themselves in this, TO CHASE THEM
AWAY, and it is forbidden to entice them to dwell in the Holy Land?

65. HE ANSWERS: During the night, that smoke OF THE PORTIONS
AND FATS rises, but doesn't rise like THE SMOKE OF any other
offering, for the smoke rises in a straight line. Yet here that smoke
rises to a hole in the north, where the habitation of the evil spirits is,
and since the smoke would rise and twist to that side, they would all
be nourished and stand and enter their places. They would not go
out FROM THERE to dominate the world.

66. There was one overseer there at that side over that hole in the
north over all these groups of spirits, and his name was Sangirya.
When that smoke would twist his way and ascend, this overseer, and
sixty million other encampments, were all waiting to accept it and be
nourished from it. They would stand in that hole THAT IS IN THE
NORTH, and enter through one entrance called 'keri'. This is the
secret of that which is written: "And if you walk contrary (Heb. keri)
to me" (Vayikra 26:21) and that which is written: "Then | will walk
contrary to you also in fury" (Ibid. 28), MEANING with that anger that
goes forth from the entrance CALLED 'keri'.

67. There are those who float around during the night, IF THEY ARE
NOT BEING NOURISHED FROM THE SMOKE AS MENTIONED
EARLIER. When the souls emerge from the entrance to appear
above, they go out and accuse them, so they are not able to ascend
and appear above, except for those holy supernal pious ones who
split the firmaments and airs and ascend. These camps of spirits go
forth and inform people with falsehoods, and appear to them in other
FEMALE forms and seduce them until they discharge semen. They
are called men who have nocturnal emission of semen (Heb. keri),
because it causes those who go forth from the entrance called 'keri'
TO BE CALLED MEN OF NOCTURNAL EMISSION.
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68. During the time that the portions and fats were consumed ON
THE ALTAR, that smoke would give them drink and nourish them,
according to their stature and according to their needs. Therefore,
they would not go forth and float over the Holy Land.

69. Evening (Heb. erev) is called so, as it is written: "And a mixed
multitude (Heb. erev rav) went up also with them" (Shemot 12:38),
WHICH MEANS A MIXTURE, because all these groups of spirits
mingle according to the rule of the night. Therefore, they did not
make the evening prayer obligatory, because there was nobody who
could correct it like Jacob, who was the master of the tabernacle,
WHICH IS MALCHUT, and corrected it properly.

70. Even though it is obligatory, the purpose of the prayer is to
protect us from the fear of the nights and the fear of many kinds of
Gehenom, because at that time the wicked are punished twice as
much as during the day. Therefore, Yisrael hasten to say, "But He
was full of compassion" (Tehilim 78:38), for fear of Gehenom. On
Shabbat, when there is neither fear of Gehenom nor fear of other
Judgments, it is forbidden to awaken it, NAMELY TO SAY, "BUT HE
WAS FULL OF COMPASSION," because it would look as though the
Shabbat does not have the power to remove Judgment from the
world. SO IT IS NECESSARY TO SAY, "AND HE IS
COMPASSIONATE."

71. There is fear of accusation against the souls when they wish to
ascend above to appear before their Master; therefore, we hasten TO
SAY '...who guards His nation Yisrael forever. Amen,' MEANING from
the fear of many demons and accusers that are prevalent during the
night. They have the ability to harm one who goes out of the
entrance of his house. Therefore, we first SAY, 'And guard our
coming and our going forth.'

72. Because of the fear of all this, AS MENTIONED, we deposit our
bodies and spirits and souls to the supernal Malchut, for all the
dominion is in Her hands. Therefore, the evening prayer is to be
recited every single night. Now that offerings and altars are not in
existence, we do all the corrections that we do by these means OF
THE SMOKE OF THE OFFERINGS.

73. At midnight, when the north wind is aroused, WHICH IS THE
LEFT COLUMN THAT COMES THEN TO ITS PERFECTION, it smites
all the habitations of the evil spirits, breaks the Other Side and
enters and floats above and below. All these groups of spirits enter
their place and their power is broken, so they do not dominate. Then
the Holy One, blessed be He, enters to amuse Himself with the
righteous in the Garden of Eden, as we have already learned.
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74. When the morning comes, the light of the candle that dominates
during the night, WHICH IS THE ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT, is
concealed before the light of day, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF
CHASSADIM. Then the morning dominates, WHICH IS YESOD, and
the domination of evening is removed, WHICH IS MALCHUT. This
morning is the morning of the primordial light. This morning
completes the good to all the worlds, and the upper and the lower
worlds are nourished from it. It waters the Garden, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, and this protects the whole world.

75. Here is the secret for those who understand measurements. One
who wishes to go out on ajourney should arise when it is still night,
watch closely according to the hour toward the east and see the
appearance of the letters that strike in the sky. One rises and
another falls. These are the sparkling of the letters with which the
heavens and earth were created.

76. If one knows the secret of these letters, which is the secret of the
Holy Name of 42 letters, he will mention them properly with a willing
heart and will see six Yuds in the shine of the brightness of the
firmament, three to the right side and three to the left, and three Vavs
that rise and fall and sparkle in the sky. They are the letters of the
Priests' Blessings. THERE ARE SIX YUDS IN THEM, NAMELY IN THE
FIRST WORDS OF THE PASSAGES, "HASHEM BLESS YOU (HEB.
YEVARECHECHA)...MAKE HIS COUNTENANCE (HEB. YA'ER)...TURN
HIS COUNTENANCE (HEB. YISA)" (BEMIDBAR 6:24) AND THREE
VAVS OF: "...AND (VAV) GUARD YOU...AND (VAV) BE GRACIOUS
TO YOU...AND (VAV) GRANT YOU" (IBID.). THE YUDS are DIVIDED
INTO TWO COLUMNS, RIGHT AND LEFT, AND THE VAVS ARE THE
SECRET OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN THAT UNITES THEM. Then he
should pray his prayer and go out on his way, for it is certain that the
Shechinah has preceded him. Happy is his position.

77. When this morning arrives, one pillar, WHICH IS TIFERET, is
thrust in the south side of the spread of the firmament that is over
the Garden, MEANING THAT IT LEANS TOWARD CHESED. It is
outside of the pillar that is thrust in the center of the Garden. This
pillar shines with the shine of three hues, WHICH ARE CHESED,
GVURAH AND TIFERET, woven TOGETHER in THE COLOR purple. In
this pillar, WHICH IS TIFERET, there is one branch, WHICH IS
YESOD. And in this branch are gathered three birds, WHICH ARE
THE THREE COLUMNS THAT SHINE IN MALCHUT, FOR THE
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH IN IT IS CALLED ‘A BIRD'. They
arouse chirping praise.

10. "The watchman said, 'The morning comes""
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This extremely long section is hardly capable of being summarized, so dense is it with details and instructions for the time and order of prayers. It
begins charmingly with a bird, which opens the discussion by giving praise for the morning. Then we hear of the phrase, "Watchman, what of the
night?" which the exiled children of Yisrael called out to the Creator. Then the passage continues on to say that the secret of "The burden of
Dumah" is that prophecy is transmitted to the prophets in six grades - vision, revelation, sight, appearance, word, and burden. And this particular
prophecy of Dumah was not able to be revealed. The secret of Faith is such that grades shine from within grades. The text then describes what kind
of prophecy is associated with each grade. Next, we learn that the Watchman of the night is Matatron, about whom it is written, "So he who waits on
his Master shall be honored." In the morning the holy people need to join and come to synagogue, we're told, and most blessed is he who arrives
first, for he ascends to the level of righteousness. The psalms and praises of David, we next learn, are designed to awaken love above and below, to
build perfection and to arouse joy. Warning is then given to those who would speak of worldly matters in the synagogue. While the children of
Yisrael are reciting, we're told, three camps of supernal angels gather. There then follows details of the order of prayers, and, after, a long
description of the letters of the words of praise and their numerical significance. Next we are reminded again that the sanctification of the Holy
Tongue must be said by no fewer than ten, and that those prayers to be said alone are said in Aramaic. Finally, the section comes to a close,
exclaiming: "Happy is the portion of Yisrael that become sanctified with the supernal sanctification, because they cleave unto above'."

The Relevance of this Passage

The seemingly simple act of dialing a friend long distance involves a complex communication network. Cables and wires must be laid, and a host of
intricate equipment must be in place to ensure easy and reliable communication. Prayer works a lot like that. This passage of Zohar ensures that all
our prayers, and the spiritual connections that we will make here, are as simple as making a telephone call.
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In the act of describing the metaphysical circuitry of the upper world, these verses install all the cables and wiring on our behalf. All we must do to
set the entire communications network into action is read or meditate upon this text. This is the equivalent of dialing a correct telephone number.

78. The first BIRD opened the discussion saying: "Haleluyah, Give
praise, servants of Hashem, praise the Name of Hashem" (Tehilim
113:1). THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE RIGHT COLUMN THAT IS IN
MALCHUT, WHICH ILLUMINATES CHASSADIM. THEREFORE, IT
SAYS: "PRAISE THE NAME OF HASHEM," AN INVITATION TO
PRAISE THE NAME OF HASHEM, WHICH IS MALCHUT, AFTER
SOME TIME, MEANING AFTER THE CHOCHMAH IN HER WILL
ILLUMINATE WHEN SHE WILL BE ATTIRED IN CHASSADIM. The
second bird opened the discussion saying: "Blessed be the Name of
Hashem from this time forth and for ever more" (Ibid. 2). THIS IS THE
SECRET OF THE SHINING OF THE LEFT COLUMN THAT GIVES
FORTH THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, WHENCE IS THE
ESSENCE OF MALCHUT. AND THEREFORE IT SAYS: "BLESSED BE
THE NAME OF HASHEM FROM THIS TIME" THAT SHINES
IMMEDIATELY IN MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED 'THE NAME OF
HASHEM'. The third bird opened the discussion saying: "From this
rising of the sun to its setting, praised is the Name of Hashem" (Ibid.
2), WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE SHINING OF THE CENTRAL
COLUMN THAT RECEIVES FROM THE ESSENCE OF TIFERET, THAT
IS CALLED 'SUN'. Then a proclamation soon cries, Prepare
yourselves supernal Holy Ones, those who praise their Master.
Prepare yourselves with the praises of the day. Then the day is
separated from the night. Blessed is the portion of he who rises in
the morning from the midst of the praise of the Torah with which he
was occupied during the night. That is time for the morning prayer.

79. It is written: "The watchman said, 'The morning comes, and also
the night. If you will inquire, inquire: return, come"™ (Yeshayah
21:12). This passage was established to refer to those exiles of
Yisrael, who were living among the children of Seir. Yisrael said to
the Holy One, blessed be He, "Watchman, what of the night?" (Ibid.
11). What will come of us from this exile that is like the darkness of
night? It is written: "The watchman said,” and this is the Holy One,
blessed be He. "The morning comes": | have already shone upon
you during the exile in Egypt, | have raised you and brought you to
My service and | gave you the Torah in order that you merit eternal
life. You have forsaken My Torah. "And also night": | have brought
you to Exile of Babylon and raised you, but you forsook My Torah as
before. | brought you again into exile. "If you inquire, inquire" as it is
written: "Seek out of the Book of the Hashem, and read" (Yeshayah
34:16). You will find there just what your exile and deliverance are
dependent on. If you inquire of it, it will say and proclaim you to
"return, come" in complete repentance, and immediately you will
come and get close to Me.
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80. In this passage, it is written: "The burden of Dumah" (Yeshayah
21:11). The secret is that prophecy is transmitted to the prophets in
six grades, vision, revelation, sight, appearance, word, and burden,
and all of them are as one who looks from behind the wall at a shine
of the light. It is as though some of them see the light of the sun
through a lamp OF GLASS. But this is a burden, as light comes
through great effort, because it was difficult for him and he could not
reveal it, as it is written: "That You lay the burden of this whole
people on me" (Bemidbar 11:11). Therefore, this is CALLED 'burden'.

81. Here IT IS WRITTEN the burden of Dumah, WHICH MEANS great
effort, BECAUSE THE PROPHECY was not able to be revealed. It is a
secretive prophecy and remains in secrecy. "One calls to Me out of
Seir" (Yeshayah 21:11): It is not revealed whether the Holy One,
blessed be He, or the faithful prophet SAID, "ONE CALLS TO ME
OUT OF SEIR." This prophecy definitely is secret in the midst of the
supernal Faith. And from the depth of secrecy, said the faithful
prophet, to whom the voice of the secret of the Faith, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, called and said, "One calls to me out of Seir," as it is
written: "And rose from Seir to them" (Devarim 33:2) instead of, 'And
rose to Seir.' This is because the secret of Faith is such that grades
shine from within grades, the ones, inside the others, a shell within a
shell, one part the inner to another part within which it lies.
THEREFORE, IT IS WRITTEN: "FROM SEIR," MEANING THAT IT
BECAME REVEALED FROM THE MIDST OF THE KLIPAH (ENG.
'SHELL') OF SEIR.

82. But we have established that it is written: "And, behold, a storm
wind came out of the north" (Yechezkel 1:4). This is one grade, while
"a great cloud" (Ibid.) is a second grade, "and a fire flaring up" (Ibid.)
is athird grade, "and a brightness was about it" (Ibid.) is a fourth
grade, and afterwards "And out of the midst of it, as it were the color
of electrum” (Ibid.), after which "out of the midst of it came the
likeness of four living creatures." (Ibid. 5) These are the grades
within grades.

83. Here also, when the Holy One, blessed be He, became revealed to
Yisrael, He did so only from within these grades, and "came from
Sinai" (Devarim 33:2). This is the grade that is exceedingly
concealed. Afterwards it must be revealed that it said, "And rose
from Seir": This is another grade that is more revealed, a shell that
envelops the fruit. Then, "He shone forth from Mount Paran” (Ibid.),
which is another grade and "He came from holy multitudes" (Ibid.),
which is a praise to them all. For even though He became revealed in
all these grades, IT IS CONSIDERED THAT He started being revealed
from a place which is the essence of all. Which place is it? "Holy
multitudes," which are the highest levels above. Here also: "One
calls to me out of Seir," meaning from that level that we said ABOVE:
"AND ROSE FROM SEIR TO THEM," as he was cleaved to the above.
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84. "Watchman, what of the night. Watchman, what of the night?"
The watchman is Metatron, ABOUT WHOM it is written: "So he who
waits on his Master shall be honored" (Mishlei 27:18). This means
the ruler of the night. "What of the night (Heb. laylah)? Watchman,
what of the night (Heb. leyl)?" What is the difference between them,
BETWEEN LAYLAH AND LEYL? HE ANSWERS: It is all one; THEY
ARE BOTH NIGHT AND DARK, just as the Other Side dominates in
this part OF LEYL, it does not dominate at all in this part OF
LAYLAH. Leyl needs guarding, as it is written: "It is a night (Heb.
leyl) of watchfulness" (Shemot 12:42). Therefore, it is spelled without
Hei, BECAUSE HEI DENOTES THE PERFECTED MALCHUT. From
nightfall until midnight, THE FIRST HALF OF THE NIGHT UNTIL
MIDNIGHT, IS CALLED 'LEYL'. Laylah with HElI dominates from
midnight and further, as it is written: "And it came to pass, that at
midnight (Heb. laylah)" (Ibid. 29), "this is Hashem's

watchnight" (Ibid. 42) and "but the night (laylah) shines like the
day" (Tehilim 139:12). Therefore, THE PASSAGE SAYS: "Watchman,
what of the (Laylah) night. Watchman, what of the (Heb. leyl) night?"

85. "The watchman said" (Yeshayah 21:12): | found in the Book of
Adam, what is the difference between Vayomer (Eng. 'and he said")
and Amar (Eng. 'he said')? Vayomer is above, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN,
and Amar is below, THAT IS METATRON, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "And
he said (Heb. amar) to Moses" (Shemot 24:1). Who said? The
watchman, who is Metatron. "The morning comes," namely the
morning prayer which is the dominion of the day, that which
dominates the night. If you say that the morning came alone and the
male, WHICH IS THE MORNING, is separated from the female,
WHICH IS NIGHT, then behold it is written: "And also night" for both
of them are together, and never separate. This voice cries out these
words: "The morning comes, and also night" and both of them are
ready for you.

86. From here and further, 'if you will inquire, inquire." If you will
inquire during prayer before the King, request, pray, and ask your
petitions and 'return’' to your Master. '‘Come' like one who invites his
children to accept them and have Mercy on them. So the Holy One,
blessed be He, morning and night, called, and said, "Come..."
Blessed are the holy people, whose Master seeks them and calls to
bring them close.

87. Then the holy people needs to join and come to the synagogue,
and whoever comes first joins with the Shechinah in one union.
Come and see that first one to be present in the synagogue. Blessed
is his portion, for he stands in the level of the righteous in relation to
the Shechinah, and this is the secret of: "And those who seek me
early shall find me" (Mishlei 8:17). Such a person rises to the highest
level. And if you say, we learned the Holy One, blessed be He,
immediately becomes angry when He comes to the synagogue and
does not find ten people, yet you say that the one who precedes
becomes joined with the Shechinah, and is in the level of righteous?
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88. HE ANSWERS: This is similar to a king who sent a message to all
the inhabitants of a city that they should gather with him at a certain
time at a certain place. Before the inhabitants of the city could
prepare themselves, one person came first to that place. In the
meantime, the king arrived and found that person who came early.
THE KING said to him: You, where are the inhabitants of the city? He
said to him: My master, | came earlier than they and they are coming
after me by the king's order. This pleased the king, who sat with him
and spoke to him, and they became friends. In the meantime, all the
people came and the king accepted them and then sent them away in
peace. But if these people would not have come, and one would not
have preceded them to speak before the king AND TO SAY that they
are all coming, he would immediately get angry and wrathful.

89. In this case also, since one preceded and is present in the
synagogue, and the Shechinah arrives and finds him, it is
considered as though they are all present there, because he is
waiting for them there. Immediately, the Shechinah joins with him.
They sit together, and she becomes acquainted with him and sets
him into the level of righteous. But if one did not precede and was
not there, it is written: "Why, when | came, was there no

man?" (Yeshayah 50:2). It does not say, 'And there were not ten
men," but rather "Was there no man?" MEANING ONE to join with Me
and to be near Me, as it is written: "the man of Elohim" (Devarim
33:1), which means to be in the level of righteous.

90. And He also makes an acquaintance with him, and inquires if he
does not come one day, as we have established, as it is written:
"Who is there among you that fears Hashem, that obeys the voice of
His servant” (Ibid. 10). We have already observed that which is
written: "One calls to me out of Seir," that there is a grade over a
grade and a grade within a grade. THEREFORE, the watchman, EVEN
THOUGH "ONE CALLS TO ME OUT OF SEIR" REFERS TO
METATRON, calls with strength daily: "THE MORNING COMES, AND
ALSO NIGHT," THUS SUMMONING TO THE MORNING PRAYER
SUCH A PERSON THAT THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE,
INQUIRES ABOUT IN THE PHRASES, "WHO IS THERE AMONG YOU
THAT FEARS HASHEM," and "that obeys the voice of His servant,”
who is Metatron, AND COMES TO THE HOUSE OF PRAYER. SO THE
HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, INQUIRES ABOUT HIM IF HE DOES
NOT COME, AND SAYS, "WHO IS THERE AMONG YOU THAT FEARS
HASHEM..." Therefore, blessed is he who hastens to the synagogue,

to ascend to this level, NAMELY TO THE LEVEL OF THE RIGHTEOUS.

91. When the morning arrives and the congregation is present in the
synagogue, they should be immersed in the psalms and songs of
David. We have established that it is arranged so as to awaken love
above and below to build perfection and to arouse joy. So the
Levites work at awakening love and joy above with these psalms and
songs.
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92. Regarding one who speaks worldly talk in the synagogue: Woe to
him for he shows dissension, woe to him for he lessens the Faith
and woe to him for he has no part in the Elohim of Yisrael, because
he shows THROUGH THIS that there is no Elohim, and that He is not
present there. Also, he does not fear Him and he acts shamefully
against the supernal perfection of above, BECAUSE A SYNAGOGUE
IS SET AGAINST THE SUPERNAL MALCHUT.

93. When Yisrael are reciting in the synagogue the sequence of
psalms and praises and the order of prayer, three camps of supernal
angels gather. One camp represents the holy angels who praise the
Holy One, blessed be He, during the day. There are others who
praise the Holy One, blessed be He, during the night and those who
praise the Holy One, blessed be He, and say psalms and praises with
Yisrael during the day.

94. The second camp represents the holy angels that are present in
every sanctification that Yisrael recite below, and under their
dominion are all those who are aroused in all the firmaments with
that prayer of Yisrael. The third camp represents the supernal
Maidens, WHO ARE THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF THE SEVEN
SANCTUARIES OF BRIYAH, that are prepared together with Malchut,
and they perfect Malchut in order to bring her before the King. These
are the highest camps above all others.

95. They are all perfected with the prayer sequence of Yisrael, who
prepare themselves below with these psalms and praises and with
that prayer that they recite. As soon as these three camps are
gathered, the children of Yisrael start to sing before their Master.
That one camp, which is appointed to praise its Master during the
day, gathers with the children of Yisrael and sings together these
praises of King David, as we have established.

96. When Yisrael complete the praises of the hymns of David, they
say the praise of the Song of the Red Sea, as we have established.
And if you ask: Why is this praise in the last service after the praises
of David? Does not the Written Torah precede the Oral Torah, the
Prophets and the Writings, and is it not proper to place it first?
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97. The Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is perfected
by the Written Torah; therefore, it is necessary to say the Song at the
beginning of the prayers, NAMELY CLOSE TO THE PRAYER THAT IS
RECITED SITTING DOWN. This praise is more valuable than all the
praises in the world. She, MALCHUT, is not perfected by all of them
as it is perfected by this praise. Therefore it is adjacent to the prayer
that is recited sitting down, NAMELY THE PRAYER OF HE WHO
FORMS LIGHT, as explained.

98. When the Song of the Sea is recited, the Congregation of Yisrael
is adorned with the crown that the Holy One, blessed be He, is going
to crown King Messiah. That crown is decorated and engraved with
the Holy Names just as the Holy One, blessed be He, was crowned
on the day that Yisrael crossed the sea and He drowned all the
camps of Pharaoh and his horsemen. Therefore, a person has to
direct his will to this song. Everyone who merits it in this world,
merits to see Messiah with the perfection of that crown, the weapons
with which he is girded, and merits to praise the song there. We have
established these matters.

99. As soon as the person reaches the Praise (May Your name be
praised), the Holy One, blessed be He, takes that crown and places it
before him. The Congregation of Yisrael, THAT IS MALCHUT, starts
to prepare Herself to come before the supernal King, THAT IS ZEIR
ANPIN. It is necessary to include it in the thirteen supernal attributes
of Mercy, from 