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1. "All the rivers run into the sea" 
Rabbi Chiya opens with: "All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not full...," saying that these rivers are the secret of the Sfirot that are the holy 
rivers that filled the great sea, Malchut. The sea then flows over and provides water for the animals in the field. The sea of Malchut takes in the 
springs, the lights of Zeir Anpin, and pours them out into the Holy Chariots below. All of these are named and counted by Malchut. We are told that 
'the Tabernacle' in the opening verse is Malchut, and that the grades that she waters correspond to the utensils of the tabernacle, all of which are 
called by name.

1. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the 
Testimony as they were counted, according to the commandments 
of Moses..." (Shemot 38:21). Rabbi Chiya opened the discussion with 
the verse: "All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not 
full..." (Kohelet 1:7). This verse has already been elucidated and 
learned. Yet all these rivers are the secret of the holy rivers and 
springs, THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, that filled and flowed to 
illuminate and fill this great sea, MALCHUT. And when the great sea 
is filled by these rivers, it flows over and waters the field animals as 
it is written - "they give drink to every wild beast" (Tehilim 104: 11), 
WHICH ARE THE GRADES OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH.
 

 

2. The verse preceding, "THEY GIVE DRINK TO EVERY WILD 
BEAST," is "He sends the springs into the valleys..." and after it, 
"they give drink to every wild beast: the wild asses quench their 
thirst." These are the lower Chariots, OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND 
ASIYAH, CALLED 'WILD BEASTS' AND 'WILD ASSES'. And when the 
sea, MALCHUT, receives THE SPRINGS, THE LIGHTS OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, it takes and swallows them inside, then lets water out on the 
other side, which is the Holy Chariots below IN BRIYAH, YETZIRAH 
AND ASIYAH, and waters them and all are counted and numbered by 
name. FOR ALL THE GRADES THAT MALCHUT WATERS, SHE 
CALLS BY NAME, as it is said, "He calls them all by 
names" (Yeshayah 40:26). Therefore it is written: "These are the 
accounts of the Tabernacle." FOR THE TABERNACLE IS MALCHUT, 
AND THE GRADES THAT SHE WATERS, NAMELY THE UTENSILS OF 
THE TABERNACLE, ARE ACCOUNTED, THAT ARE CALLED BY 
NAME.
 

 

 
 
2. "Oh how great is Your goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear You" 
Rabbi Yosi says that people should observe the ways of God, for every day a voice tells people to stay away from sin. He tells us that supernal 
judgment is a wheel that is constantly turning, lifting people up and bringing them down. The wicked are pushed from the wheel and fall into a pit; 
they will never see the light that has been stored up for the righteous in the World to Come. "Oh how great is Your goodness" refers to this light. We 
are told that "You have performed for those who trust in You," means that God created the world with that light. Rabbi Yosi next tells us that..." in 
the sight of the sons of men" means that the construction of the world by means of the light sustains people, people live by it. The building of the 
world is like the building of the Tabernacle: both of them came from the power of the stored light. The Tabernacle, Malchut, was created by left and 
right, and Moses, the Central Column, founded it.

3. Rabbi Yosi opened the discussion with the verse: "Oh how great 
is Your goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear You, 
which You have performed for those who trust in You in the sight of 
the sons of men!" (Tehilim 31:20). "Oh how great is Your goodness" 
MEANS how much should people observe and know the ways of the 
Holy One, blessed be He, for every day a voice resounds and 
proclaims, saying, 'Beware you people, close the doors of sins, stay 
away from the net that captures PEOPLE, before your legs are 
caught in the net.' There is a wheel constantly turning in the world, 
THE SUPERNAL JUDGMENT. It goes up and down, LIFTS UP AND 
BRINGS DOWN PEOPLE. Woe to those whose legs are pushed from 
the wheel, for they fall into a pit kept for the wicked people of the 
world.
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4. Woe to those who fall INTO THAT SAID PIT, for they will never rise 
nor be illuminated by the light stored up for the righteous in the 
World to Come. Happy are the righteous in the World to Come, for 
many lights are stored up AND KEPT for them, many delights of that 
world are laid up for them as it is said, "Oh how great is Your 
goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear You." We 
already explained that, "Oh how great is Your goodness," refers to 
the light stored up for the righteous in the World to Come, as it is 
written, "And Elohim saw the light, that it was good" (Beresheet 1:4), 
and - "light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in 
heart" (Tehilim 97:11), "SOWN" MEANING STORED UP. Upon this IT 
IS WRITTEN, "Oh how great is Your goodness."
 

 

5. It is written here, "Oh how great is Your goodness," and 
elsewhere, "And Elohim saw the light, that it was good." AS IT IS 
SAID, THERE UPON THE LIGHT THAT IT IS GOOD, SO HERE "YOUR 
GOODNESS" MEANS 'YOUR LIGHT'. "Which You have laid up," 
MEANS that when the Holy One, blessed be He looked at the light, 
He also looked at the wicked destined to commit sins in the world, 
and so He stored up that light to grant it to the righteous in the 
World to Come, as we learned.
 

 

6. It is said, "You have performed for those who trust in You." HE 
ASKS: Why IS IT SAID first "laid up" and then "performed"? HE 
ANSWERS THAT "laid up" MEANS, as we said, STORED FOR THE 
RIGHTEOUS. "Performed" MEANS THAT by that stored light, the 
Holy One, blessed be He performed the workmanship of the world. 
We know this from the verse, "These are the generations of the 
heaven and of the earth when they were created" (Beresheet 2:4). It 
is written, 'Abraham', BECAUSE THE LETTERS OF "WHEN THEY 
WERE CREATED (HEB. BEHIBAR'AM)" ARE THE SAME LETTERS 
AS 'BY ABRAHAM' (HEB. BEABRAHAM). For the light of Abraham, 
WHICH IS CHESED, is stored up by the Holy One, blessed be He, 
who, by using it, performed the building of the world, as it is written - 
"You have performed for those who trust in You," NAMELY, for 
those who sit under the shade of the Holy One, blessed be He, WHO 
TAKE REFUGE IN HIS SHADE.
 

 

7. "...in the sight of the sons of men": THE MEANING OF THIS IS that 
this construction, done by that light, sustains people in the world 
and is their existence. And though the light is stored up, people live 
by it in this world. "Performed" refers to the building of this world 
according to an orderly plan. The building of the world is like the 
building of the Tabernacle, that was constructed in the same manner 
as the world, as we explained.
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8. It is written here, "These are the accounts of the 
Tabernacle" (Shemot 38:21), and elsewhere, "These are the 
generations of the heaven and of the earth." THIS INDICATES THAT 
THE ACTIONS ARE THE SAME IN BOTH CASES, for all the 
generations produced by the heaven and earth were formed and 
came out by the power of the stored light, and also the accounts of 
the Tabernacle came out by that power OF THE STORED LIGHT. 
From where do we know that? From the verse, "And Betzalel the son 
of Uri, the son of Chur, of the tribe of Judah" (Shemot 38:22), of the 
right side, WHICH IS ABRAHAM, THE STORED LIGHT AS SAID, and 
with him Aholiav, of the left side, and the Tabernacle, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, was founded by Right and Left. And Moses, who was 
between them, THE SECRET OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN, founded it.
 

 

 
 
3. "And in mercy a throne was established" 
Rabbi Elazar opens with the verse: "And in Mercy a throne was established, and he sat upon it in truthfulness..." He says this means that the 
thought went up to join with the will and joy that come from the incomprehensible, Atik. The joy shone into the thought, Aba, and then united with 
the supernal Ima by the light of Chesed in a never-ending union. Rabbi Elazar talks about the supernal hidden temple called Yisrael-Saba and 
Tevunah where all the lights flow through, the lights of Chassadim, Chochmah and Da'at from the right, left and Central Columns. He speaks about 
'the throne,' saying: "and he sat upon it in truthfulness" means that God sits upon the throne by right of the seal that is truth. He adds that "inside 
the tent of David" is the lower throne. Then Rabbi Elazar turns to ."..judging, and seeking judgment, and quick to do righteousness." This refers to 
the joining of the Left Column, the Central Column, and the Throne of Judgment that is the lower court, Malchut.

9. Rabbi Elazar opened the discussion with the verse: "And in mercy 
a throne was established, and He sat upon it in 
truthfulness..." (Yeshayah 16:5). "And in Mercy a throne was 
established" refers, as we explained, to the thought, THE SECRET 
OF CHOCHMAH, CALLED 'THE SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA'. It went 
up to BE ESTABLISHED by the will and joy from the most hidden of 
all that is never known nor conceived, WHICH IS ATIK. The joy FROM 
ATIK shone into the thought, ABA, and came to wherever it came, 
NAMELY, IT UNITED WITH THE SUPERNAL IMA BY THE LIGHT OF 
CHESED IN A NEVER ENDING UNION, IN THE SECRET OF THE 
VERSE, "BECAUSE HE DELIGHTS IN MERCY (HEB. 
CHESED)" (MICHAH 7:18).
 

 

10. Until ABA AND IMA were concealed, THAT IS, ESTABLISHED 
AND CLOTHED in a supernal temple, BINAH, CALLED YISRAEL - 
SABA AND TEVUNAH. This temple is hidden above IN ITS PLACE, 
NAMELY, CHOCHMAH IS NOT REVEALED THERE IN ITS PLACE. But 
in that place are drawn and flow all the lights, THE LIGHT OF 
CHASSADIM FROM THE RIGHT COLUMN, THE LIGHT OF 
CHOCHMAH FROM THE LEFT COLUMN, AND THE LIGHT OF DA'AT 
FROM THE CENTRAL COLUMN. ONLY THE LIGHT OF CHASSADIM 
from the right travels first. Then all the lights travel, THE LIGHTS OF 
CHOCHMAH AND OF DA'AT. The lower throne, MALCHUT, is 
amended from the right side, because the Holy One, blessed be He, 
ZEIR ANPIN, made this throne with Chesed, DRAWN FROM THE 
RIGHT COLUMN OF YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH AND 
SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA. "and he sat upon it in truthfulness," for 
He establishes the universal seal. He does not sit upon the throne, 
MALCHUT, save by right of the seal which is truth, THE 
ESTABLISHING OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN CALLED 'TRUTH' "in 
the tabernacle of David" (Yeshayah 16:5), WHICH IS MALCHUT, the 
lower throne.
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11. "...judging, and seeking judgment, and quick to do 
righteousness" (Ibid.) IS THE END OF THE VERSE. He is judging, 
MEANING, by the side of Judgment, THE LEFT COLUMN, "and 
seeking Judgment" by the side of Mercy, THE CENTRAL COLUMN; 
"and quick to do righteousness" refers to the Throne of Judgment, 
which is the lower court, NAMELY MALCHUT. Come and see: In the 
same manner, the Tabernacle was established only by that side, 
RIGHT, like the Chesed we mentioned, IN THE SECRET OF "AND IN 
MERCY A THRONE WAS ESTABLISHED." And thereby, all the 
generations were numbered and set in order, THAT ARE DRAWN 
FROM MALCHUT.
 

 

 
 
4. "These are the accounts of the T abernacle" 
Rabbi Shimon opens by saying that God created this world in the image of the higher one. When He wanted to create the world He looked at the 
Torah, and He looked at the Holy Name, Yud Hei Vav Hei. He created the world with Chochmah, Tevunah and Da'at, through wisdom, through 
understanding, and through knowledge. The Tabernacle was built from these as well. We are told that Moses was dumbfounded when told to create 
the Tabernacle, because he didn't know how until God showed him the spiritual form of each thing; then each of these forms reshaped itself to 
resemble the imagined form made on earth. Moses saw each of these forms in Malchut, the mirror that does not shine but only reflects, but he grew 
confused over which image to use, so God told him to use the imaginary image and He would use the spiritual image, thus combining the two. 
Another explanation for 'the accounts of the Tabernacle' is that the Holy Spirit, in the form of the Tabernacle, was a mirror that reflected to everyone 
the amount of gold and silver offered by Yisrael. After the work was completed Moses had to count everything up to prove his trustworthiness, and 
even the Other Side was able to find no fault with him. Rabbi Shimon turns to the meaning of 'testimony' in "the Tabernacle of the Testimony," and 
offers two explanations of why the Levites serve in the Tabernacle. Rabbi Aba introduces a new topic, that time when God will increase peace in the 
world and the root of the Tree of Life will prevail. We also learn that blessings only exist where they aren't being counted. Rabbi Chizkiyah offers his 
explanation of the title verse, saying that the 'holy ground' Moses stood on was the Shechinah, and that God made him ruler over Malchut. Whatever 
Moses decreed God performed. Moses was the voice, Zeir Anpin, that uttered the speech, Malchut, and he inventoried the Tabernacle so it could 
come out of exile.

12. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the 
Testimony, as they were counted, according to the commandment of 
Moses" (shemot 38:21). Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion with 
the verse: "In the beginning Elohim created the heaven and the 
earth" (Beresheet 1:1). This was already explained and expounded 
upon in different manners, yet the Holy One, blessed be He created it 
resembling the higher one, so this world will be shaped like the 
higher world, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And all the supernal hues of 
above were installed below IN THIS WORLD, to join and connect 
world to world, THIS WORLD TO MALCHUT.
 

 

13. And when the Holy One, blessed be He wanted to create the 
world, He looked at the Torah and then created it. And He looked 
upon the Holy Name, YUD HEI VAV HEI, which comprises the Torah, 
and gave existence to the world. The world was created by three 
sides - Chochmah, Tevunah, and Da'at. By Chochmah, as it is written 
- "Hashem by Wisdom founded the earth" (Mishlei 3:19); by Tevunah, 
as it is written - "by understanding (Heb. Tevunah) He established 
the heavens" (Ibid.); and by Da'at, as it is written - "by His knowledge 
(Heb. Da'at) the depths were broken up" (Ibid. 20). So all contribute 
to the existence of the world, and by these three, the Tabernacle was 
built, as it is written, "and I have filled him with the spirit of Elohim, 
in Wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge" (Shemot 31:3).
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14. All these three, CHOCHMAH, TEVUNAH AND DA'AT, were alluded 
to in this verse. "In the beginning" corresponds to "in Wisdom," FOR 
CHOCHMAH IS CALLED 'BEGINNING' AS IT IS WRITTEN, "THE 
BEGINNING OF WISDOM" (TEHILIM 111:10); "Elohim created" 
corresponds to Tevunah, FOR TEVUNAH IS CALLED 'ELOHIM'. "The 
heaven" is as written - "and in knowledge." FOR ZEIR ANPIN IS 
CALLED 'HEAVEN' AND IS THE INNER MEANING OF DA'AT. And all 
are mentioned in the building of the Tabernacle. In this secret it is 
written, "And these are the accounts of the Tabernacle," for this is 
the secret of Chochmah, AS ACCOUNTS AND NUMBERS ARE 
DRAWN FROM CHOCHMAH. "The Tabernacle of the Testimony," is 
the secret of Tevunah, FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, 
REVEALED IN YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH, IS CALLED 
'TESTIMONY'. "According to the commandment of Moses," is the 
secret of Da'at, FOR MOSES IS THE SECRET OF DA'AT. All is done 
the one corresponding to the other, for everything the Holy One, 
blessed be He, created in this world, He created it as the reflection of 
above. All this is shown in the building of the Tabernacle.
 

 

15. Come and see: When the Holy One, blessed be He told Moses to 
construct the Tabernacle, Moses was dumbfounded, for he did not 
know what to do, until the Holy One, blessed be He showed him how 
it looked, as it is written, "And look that you make them after their 
pattern, which was shown to you in the mountain" (Shemot 25:9). 
The meaning of "after their pattern" is as we learned, that the Holy 
One, blessed be He showed Moses the supernal form of each thing, 
THE SPIRITUAL FORM, and each one OF THE SPIRITUAL HIGHER 
FORMS shaped itself to RESEMBLE the IMAGINED form made on 
earth. IN THIS WAY MOSES KNEW.
 

 

16. HE ASKS: It should have been written, 'which you see' instead of 
"which was shown to you," AND ANSWERS: We learned that the 
mirror which does not shine, WHICH IS MALCHUT, showed him 
within it all the wheels and shapes made below, like a mirror 
reflecting within itself every image.
 

 

17. This is the meaning of the verse, "which was shown to you." 
"You" is the secret of the mirror which does not shine, MALCHUT, 
which reflected all those forms for Moses to see. And he saw each 
thing correctly, as if looking through a glass lamp, and within a 
mirror reflecting all the shapes. And when Moses beheld them, he 
found it difficult. FOR INSIDE MALCHUT THE SPIRITUAL SHAPE OF 
EVERY OBJECT STOOD OUT, ONLY EACH SHAPE RESEMBLED 
THE IMAGINARY SHAPE PERTAINING TO THIS WORLD IN THE 
TABERNACLE, SO THERE WERE TWO SHAPES TO EACH OBJECT: 
THE SPIRITUAL AND THE IMAGINARY SHAPE. THEREFORE, 
MOSES FOUND IT DIFFICULT, FOR HE KNEW NOT WHICH ONE TO 
GRASP. So the Holy One, blessed be He said to him, 'you follow 
your signs and I follow Mine,' THAT MOSES SHOULD GRASP THE 
IMAGINARY SIGNS OF EVERY OBJECT, AND THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE WOULD GRASP THE SPIRITUAL SIGNS OF EVERY 
OBJECT. AND THEN THE SPIRITUAL SHAPE WOULD DWELL ON 
THE IMAGINARY SHAPE. Moses was then clear-minded as to the 
construction OF THE TABERNACLE.
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18. And when all the work was completed, Moses had to count 
everything, so Yisrael would not say that some gold and silver was 
left, and that he was planning to take it. Therefore, he counted before 
Yisrael, as it is written, "and be guiltless before Hashem and before 
Yisrael" (Bemidbar 32:22).
 

 

19. The reason the verse states, "These are the accounts of the 
Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the Testimony," is that the Holy Spirit, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, CALLED 'TABERNACLE', was a mirror which 
reflected to everyone the amount of all the gold and silver offered by 
Yisrael. And the Holy Spirit would say, "and the silver of them that 
were numbered of the congregation was a hundred 
talents..." (Shemot 38:25), and "all the gold that was applied for the 
work..." (Ibid. 24), for the Holy One, blessed be He was pleased with 
all the craftsmen, and wanted to display their trustworthiness before 
all.
 

 

20. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle." Come and see: At 
the time when the construction of the Tabernacle took place, the 
Other Side roamed about, to bring accusations. He found no flaw in 
the faithfulness of the craftsmen, so the Holy One, blessed be He 
caused him to yield before Moses. And he, THE OTHER SIDE, had to 
check their worthiness in spite of himself and to acknowledge it 
before all. This is the mystery of the verse, "These are the accounts 
of the Tabernacle." And we explained that "These" is the same as in 
"even these may forget" (Yeshayah 49:15), REFERRING TO THE 
OTHER SIDE, FOR BOTH CASES ALLUDE TO THE OTHER SIDE. It is 
also written, "as they were counted according to the commandment 
of Moses." For there, ACCORDING TO MOSES, all was counted and 
numbered, until the accounting of the Tabernacle was complete 
before Moses and all of Yisrael.
 

 

21. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the 
Testimony." HE ASKS: What is "Testimony"? HE ANSWERS THAT 
the word 'Tabernacle' is written twice, "THE TABERNACLE, THE 
TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY." One above, IN BINAH, THE 
TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY, and one below, IN MALCHUT, 
THE TABERNACLE. And the Tabernacle is called "the Tabernacle of 
the Testimony." What is "the Testimony"? It is as in the verse, "the 
tribes of Yah (Heb. Yud-Hei), a testimony to Yisrael" (Tehilim 122:4), 
this name, YUD-HEI, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, is a 
testimony to Yisrael.
 

 

22. The verse, "This He ordained in Yehosef for testimony..." (Tehilim 
81:6) is explained in the same manner. IT IS CALLED 'testimony' for 
the name Yah in Yehosef, WHICH STANDS FOR CHOCHMAH AND 
BINAH, is surely a testimony. These two letters, YUD AND HEI, give 
testimony everywhere, NAMELY, THEY SHINE WITH THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH CALLED 'EDEN' OR 'TESTIMONY'. 
And there is testimony here IN YUD-HEI. For this reason IT IS 
WRITTEN, "the Tabernacle of Testimony" MEANING THAT it is the 
Tabernacle of that testimony, YUD-HEI, NAMELY BINAH. Therefore it 
is called a Tabernacle, after the secret of the Holy Name, YUD-HEI. 
This is the meaning of the verse, "and My testimony that I shall teach 
them" (Tehilim 132:12). Since that place YUD-HEI is the most hidden 
and concealed of all, THEREFORE IT IS SAID, "I SHALL TEACH 
THEM."
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23. "As they were counted, according to the commandment of 
Moses." HE ASKS: I do not know yet whether the Tabernacle was 
counted or the Testimony, AS IT WAS SAID, "THE ACCOUNTS OF 
THE TABERNACLE, THE TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY." HE 
REPLIES: Assuredly the Testimony was, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
YUD-HEI AS MENTIONED. For since the day the patriarchs and the 
tribes, the sons of Jacob, passed away from the world, Yisrael were 
left in exile, and because of all their troubles, they forgot the 
knowledge of the Supernal Holy Name, which is the name 
Testimony, that sustains heaven and earth, NAMELY, THE MOCHIN 
OF MALE AND FEMALE. For these two letters, YUD-HEI, established 
the high and low worlds, and all the sides of the world, NAMELY, 
THEY GIVE THEM MOCHIN.
  

24. When Moses came, this name OF YUD-HEI was accounted and 
remembered in the world, and when he was in the thorn bush, he 
immediately asked about this name, as it is written, "and they shall 
say to me, what is His name? What shall I say to them?" (Shemot 
3:13). There the name was entrusted to Moses. THIS IS THE SECRET 
OF THE VERSE, "AS THEY WERE COUNTED, ACCORDING TO THE 
COMMANDMENT OF MOSES."
  

25. HE ASKS: IT IS WRITTEN, "THE TABERNACLE OF THE 
TESTIMONY... the service of the Levites," What is "the service of the 
Levites?" HE ANSWERS this is a secret, as it is written, "and the 
Levite shall do the service (lit. 'serve him')" (Bemidbar 18:23). For HE 
is the secret of the Holy Name, BINAH, that is called 'he' and not 
'you', NAMELY, THIRD PERSON AND NOT SECOND PERSON, LIKE 
MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED 'YOU'. That is the reason the Levites 
serve THE TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY, WHICH IS BINAH. 
Another explanation: the service of the Levites is carrying the 
Tabernacle upon their shoulders from one place to another, as it is 
written, "But to the sons of Kehat he gave none, because the service 
of the sanctuary belongs to them, they bore it on their 
shoulders" (Bemidbar 7:9). THEREFORE THE TABERNACLE IS 
CALLED IN THEIR NAME, NAMELY "THE SERVICE OF THE 
LEVITES."
 

 

26. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the 
Testimony." Rabbi Aba opened the discussion with the verse: "And 
in that day it shall be, that the root of Yishai..." (Yeshayah 11:10). "In 
that day" refers to the time when the Holy One, blessed be He will 
increase peace in the world, and then the root of the Tree of Life will 
prevail, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN, THAT 
RECONCILES AND MAKES PEACE BETWEEN RIGHT AND LEFT. 
From this root all other roots will prevail below, NAMELY, THE 
GRADES IN MALCHUT AND IN BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH, for 
they all are rooted and draw their strength from it.
  

27. The verse continues, "...that stands for a banner of the 
peoples" (Yeshayah 11:10), for it is a banner and an ensign to the 
mystery of the Holy Name, YUD HEI VAV HEI. "To it shall the nations 
seek" (Ibid.) because there is found the secret of existence, THAT IS, 
MOCHIN, of the Holy Name. Therefore the nations shall seek it, IN 
ORDER TO RECEIVE CHOCHMAH AND DA'AT FROM THERE, "and 
many people shall go and say, 'come and let us go up to the 
Mountain of Hashem'" (Yeshayah 2:3). Therefore, "to it shall the 
nations seek." "And his resting place shall be glorious" (Yeshayah 
11:10), "His resting place" is the Temple, WHICH IS MALCHUT, as it 
is written, "This is My resting place forever" (Tehilim 132:14); it will 
be "glorious" because it is thus called 'the Glory of Hashem,' when 
"the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun" (Yeshayah 
30:26), THE LIGHT OF MALCHUT SHALL BE AS THE LIGHT OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold" (Ibid.), AND THE 
LIGHT OF ZEIR ANPIN WILL BE SEVENFOLD WHAT IT WAS 
BEFORE.
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28. And the resting place of the root of Yishai, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
called 'the glory of Hashem' must never be counted or numbered. 
What is the reason? Because no blessing dwells wholly upon 
something counted. Blessings prevail only where there is no 
reckoning. And this is the first time MALCHUT was counted, as it is 
said, "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle."
 

 

29. Come and see: The Tabernacle is now subject to an inventory, 
FOR MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'TABERNACLE' CORRESPONDS 
TO THE LEFT COLUMN, WHENCE COUNTING COMES. Therefore it 
needed the prayer of Moses, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN JOINING RIGHT AND LEFT AND POURING 
BLESSING UPON THEM AS MENTIONED ABOVE, as it is written, 
"And Moses blessed them" (Shemot 39:43). What is the blessing he 
gave them? 'May blessing be upon the work of your hands.' There 
were no blessings upon that counting until Moses bound it to the 
upper Tabernacle, BINAH, as it is written, "These are the accounts of 
the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the Testimony, as they were 
counted according to the commandment of Moses." AND THE 
TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY IS BINAH, and were it not for 
Moses who did the counting, they would not have been able to count 
as it is written, "according to the commandment of Moses."
  

30. He opened the discussion and said: "And the word of Hashem 
came to him (Elijah), saying, 'Arise, go to Zarephath...behold, I have 
commanded a widow woman there to sustain you'" (I Melachim 17:8-
9). HE ASKS: Where did the Holy One, blessed be He, command her? 
AND HE REPLIES: Before entering the world, the Holy One, blessed 
be He decreed above that the crows should bring food to Elijah, and 
that woman should give food to Elijah.
 

 

31. It is written: "And she said, 'As Hashem your Elohim lives, I have 
nothing baked, but a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in the 
cruse...'" (Ibid. 12). The meal was counted, for the jar contained a 
handful of meal, and that was its quantity. Being measured, it was 
not worthy for a blessing to dwell in it. But it is written, "For thus 
says Hashem, the Elohim of Yisrael, 'The jar of meal shall not be 
spent, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that Hashem 
sends (Heb. tet) rain upon the earth'" (Ibid. 14), AND BECAUSE OF 
THAT BLESSING, THERE WERE BLESSINGS UPON IT THOUGH IT 
WAS MEASURED.
 

 

32. HE ASKS: It is pronounced 'tet' BUT IS WRITTEN 'TITEN' (ENG. 
'GIVE'), why is this so? HE ANSWERS in all that generation there 
was no person who was meritorious like that woman. Therefore it 
was written: 'titen' (lit. 'she will give'), to say, you will give rain upon 
the world due to your great merit.
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33. It is written: "And the jar of meal was not consumed, neither did 
the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of Hashem which He 
spoke through Elijah" (Ibid. 16). And though the meal was measured, 
for it was a handful, NEVERTHELESS no blessings were stopped 
from it, because of what Elijah had said, that "the jar of meal shall 
not be spent." And it is written, "the jar of meal was not spent." Even 
though the Tabernacle of the Testimony was accounted, since this 
was decreed by Moses, blessings dwell in it all the more. Therefore it 
is written, "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle 
of the Testimony that were counted according to the commandment 
of Moses."
 

 

34. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle." Rabbi Chizkiyah 
opened the discussion and said: "Do not come near, put off your 
shoes from off your feet..." (Shemot 3:5). This verse was thus 
explained, that the Holy One, blessed be He separated Moses from 
his wife so he may cleave to the Shechinah, as it is written, "for the 
place on which you stand is holy ground" (Ibid.). The holy ground is 
the Shechinah, NAMELY, holy unity with the high world Moses held 
on to at that time.
 

 

35. For then the Holy One, blessed be He connected him with the 
fondness of above, and he was appointed supernal chieftain in 
charge of the house, MALCHUT, MEANING THAT HE BECAME A 
CHARIOT OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS SUPERIOR TO MALCHUT. He 
decrees, and the Holy One, blessed be He performs, as it is written, 
"and the earth opens her mouth, and swallows them up..." (Bemidbar 
16:30), and "as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that 
the ground split" (Ibid.). It is also written, "Rise up, Hashem...Return, 
Hashem" (Ibid. 10:35-36). That is why it is written, "as they were 
counted, according to the commandment of Moses," for according 
to Moses the Tabernacle was accomplished, and everything 
counted. The counting of the Tabernacle, MALCHUT, was done by 
Moses, as it is written, "I have indeed taken count of you" (Shemot 
3:16). Moses was a voice, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN that utters the 
speech, MALCHUT, and he took count of it so it may come out of 
exile. And now you are commanded to draw holiness from above 
downward, as it is written, "And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I 
may dwell among them" (Shemot 25:8).
  

36. "And Betzalel the son of Uri, the son of Chur, of the tribe of 
Judah..." (Shemot 38:22). Rabbi Yehuda said: We have already 
learned that Betzalel was of the right side, FROM CHESED, and 
arranged everything. Moreover, Judah was the king and ruler over 
the rest of the tribes. Therefore, he who accomplished the whole 
work of the Tabernacle issued from him. It was explained that 
BetzalEl means 'IN THE SHADOW' (HEB. BETZEL) OF EL. Who 
dwells in the shadow of El? The right side, AS CHESED IS CALLED 
'EL'. From this side did he construct everything and he inherited the 
Wisdom to accomplish all the work.
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37. "And with him was Aholiav, son of Achisamach, of the tribe of 
Dan" (Ibid. 23). He is of the left side, of rigorous Judgment, FOR DAN 
INDICATES JUDGMENT (HEB. DIN). We already explained that by 
these two sides, RIGHT AND LEFT, the Tabernacle was made, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. It was built and tied to them, so it may be 
between right and left. And this was already taught and explained.
 

 

 
 
5. "Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth" 
Rabbi Yehuda says that when God created the world He threw a precious stone down from underneath the throne of glory. It fell into the abyss and 
one end of it stuck out, this is now the foundation of the world. From this point are three circles of expansion. The first is clear and pure, and 
corresponds to the temple and Jerusalem. The second is delicate and clear, though not so pure as the innermost circle, and corresponds to all of 
Yisrael. The third is all the rest of the world. The ocean surrounds them all. This schema is also the secret of all the colors in the eye that surround 
the middle point that gives the power of vision to the whole eye. This is like the Holy of Holies, the Ark and the Seat of Mercy, this point is the means 
of sight for the whole world. The people who merit forgiveness and mercy go into the temple until they reach the middle point that is "Beautiful of 
situation, the joy of the whole earth, Mount Zion..."

38. He opened the discussion and said: "Beautiful for situation, the 
joy of the whole earth; Mount Zion, the sides of the north, the city of 
the great king" (Tehilim 48:3). Come and see: When the Holy One, 
blessed be He created the world, He threw one precious stone from 
beneath the throne of glory. It fell down to the abyss, where one 
edge was stuck, and the other edge of the stone was up. This other 
head which stood upward is the one point standing in the middle of 
the universe, whence it spreads right and left and in all directions. 
And THE WORLD exists by that middle point, called 
'foundation' (Heb. shtiyah), as from it the world spreads in all 
directions. We have to explain further, that 'Shtiyah' consists of 'shat 
Yah (Eng. 'Yah has put')', and that the Holy One, blessed be He put 
(Heb. shat) it to be the foundation of the universe and the plant of 
everything.
 

 

39. The earth was spread in three ways around the point, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, FOUND IN THE INNERMOST PART OF THIS WORLD. In 
the first expansion around the point there is all the clarity and purity 
on earth; it is above the earth around that point. The second 
expansion is around the first one, it is not as clear and pure, but is 
delicate and clear REGARDING the transparency of the dust, more 
than any other dust. The third expansion is dark and its dust is 
thicker than the rest, around which are the waters of the ocean that 
surrounds the world. It is found that this point stands in the center, 
and all manners of world expansion encircle it.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (10 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:48



1

40. HE EXPLAINS WHAT HE SAID: The first expansion is the Temple, 
all its chambers, enclosures, courts and all that appertains, also 
Jerusalem and the city inside the walls. THEREFORE IT IS CLEARER 
AND PURER THAN THE REST OF THE LAND. The second expansion 
is all of the land of Yisrael that was sanctified in holiness. The third 
expansion is the rest of the earth, the dwelling place of the other 
nations. And the ocean surrounds it all.
 

 

41. It was already explained, that this is the secret of the colors in 
the eye, surrounding the middle point in the eye, which gives the 
power of vision to the whole eye. It is like the middle point, IN THE 
INNERMOST PART OF THE EARTH, regarding which we said, it is 
the sight of all, where stand the Holy of Holies, the Ark and the seat 
of Mercy, that are the vision to everything. It is found that the point is 
the means of sight to the world. Therefore, it is written of it, 
"Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth - Mount Zion..." IT 
IS CALLED beautiful because this sight is beautiful. Situation (Heb. 
nof) is the branch (Heb. anaf) of the tree, ZEIR ANPIN, the beauty of 
all.
 

 

42. Come and look at the beauty of the world. And the sight thereof 
was never revealed to the world until the Tabernacle was 
constructed and erected, and the Ark was put in the sanctuary. From 
that time the sight of the whole world, THE SHECHINAH, was seen 
and the world stood firm. And THE MERITORIOUS go in the 
Tabernacle and the Ark until they reach the MIDDLE point IN THERE, 
which is "Beautiful of situation, the joy of all." When they arrive, the 
Ark opens and says, "This is My resting place forever, here will I 
dwell, for I have desired it" (Tehilim 132:14).
 

 

43. Rabbi Yisa says: This verse was pronounced by the 
Congregation of Yisrael, when the Temple was built and the Ark was 
put in its place. Rabbi Chizkiyah said that the Holy One, blessed be 
He said this verse, referring to the Congregation of Yisrael, for when 
Yisrael do His bidding, the Holy One, blessed be He sits on His 
throne of glory, and has mercy on the world, and there are blessings 
and peace and love for all. Then He said: "This is My resting place 
forever."
 

 

 
 
6. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle," part two 
Rabbi Chizkiyah says that although the craftsmen began work on the temple, it was finished on its own, and although God began work on the 
creation of the heavens and the earth they were finished on their own. As evidence for this he points out that all the verses pertaining to these 
events are in the passive tense, and concludes that all holy work is completed of its own accord. He turns to the account of Betzalel and Aholiav 
working on the Temple, and reiterates that this was the union of right and left. Next Rabbi Yisa tells us that the accounts were taken of the 
Tabernacle because this confirmed the work when it was finished. This accounting supersedes all previous events in the world.
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44. Come and see: When all the craftsmen began their work, the very 
work they started was finished on its own. They started and it was 
finished on its own. From where do we know that? From the verse, 
"Thus was all the work of the Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting 
finished" (Shemot 39:32), MEANING THAT IT WAS FINISHED ON ITS 
OWN.
 

 

45. In the same manner, "The heavens and the earth were 
finished" (Beresheet 2:1), MEANING THAT THEY WERE COMPLETED 
ON THEIR OWN. You may say, IT IS WRITTEN, "And by the seventh 
day Elohim ended" (Ibid.), HENCE ELOHIM COMPLETED THEM, AND 
THEY DID NOT COMPLETE THEMSELVES. Assuredly this is so, for 
though the works were completed one by one, nevertheless, the 
world was not altogether complete before the arrival of the seventh 
day. For when the seventh day arrived, all the works were completed 
and the Holy One, blessed be He completed the universe. This is the 
meaning of "And by the seventh day Elohim ended His work, which 
He had done." AND BY THE SEVENTH DAY, all the work He had 
done was complete. Therefore "by the seventh day Elohim ended His 
work ."
 

 

46. When the Temple was built, all the work was done on its own. 
The craftsmen began and the work showed them, how it should be 
done. And it was traced and completed of its own accord. It was also 
written, "And the house, when it was built" (I Melachim 6:7), not 
'when they built it,' but "when it was built, because it was built on its 
own." It is further written, "was built of stone made ready before it 
was brought there" (Ibid.) - "was built" and not 'they built it.' So all 
work, which is holy, is completed on its own accord.
 

 

47. "And Betzalel the son of Uri, the son of Chur..." (Shemot 38:22): 
we learned by this verse that the Holy Spirit proclaimed concerning 
this verse before the eyes of Yisrael, and said, "Betzalel the son of 
Uri, the son of Chur, of the tribe of Judah, did all that Hashem 
commanded Moses. And with him Aholiav, son of Achisamach." HE 
ASKS: What is the meaning of "And with him"? AND HE REPLIES: 
We learned that Aholiav did not do the work alone but with Betzalel 
he did what he did. This is the meaning of "with him" and not on his 
own. FOR BETZALEL IS RIGHT AND AHOLIAV IS LEFT. From here 
we learn that the left is always included in the right. Therefore it is 
written, "I have given with him Aholiav" (Shemot 31:6). The one is 
right and the other left. AND LEFT IS INCLUDED IN THE RIGHT.
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48. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the 
Testimony, as they were counted, according to the commandment of 
Moses ..." (Shemot 38:21). Rabbi Yesa said: Since all the wise men 
made the Tabernacle, there was need of counting all the works done 
in it. What is the reason? Each account, by being made, confirmed 
the work done, and it remained in place.
 

 

49. And all Yisrael, as at first they wanted to donate, so they wanted 
that account, MEANING THAT BY THEIR WISH THEY DREW THE 
MOCHIN OF THESE ACCOUNTING, and all the work prevailed by that 
wish. Therefore, there was need of accounting IN THE 
TABERNACLE, since through it the work is confirmed. It is therefore 
written, "These," NAMELY, "THESE ARE THE ACCOUNTS," and not 
'And these', BECAUSE WHEREVER IT IS WRITTEN "THESE," 
WHATEVER WAS WRITTEN BEFORE IS ANNULLED, and that 
account annuls all the previous accounts in the world, prevails more 
than the rest, and the Tabernacle exists by that and not by another.
 

 

 
 
7. "And He shall be the faithfulness of your times" 
Rabbi Yesa says that the faithful should tune themselves to the name of heaven so that Malchut will unite with Zeir Anpin. "Your times" refers to the 
time set aside for studying the Torah, and "faithfulness" refers to Malchut. "A strength of salvation" consists of both judgment and mercy. "Wisdom 
and knowledge" means that wisdom is only revealed through knowledge. "The fear of Hashem is his treasure" means that God lets out all his 
streams, accounting for them carefully. We hear of several reasons that Malchut is called 'faithfulness.' Rabbi Yesa concludes that God let Yisrael 
know the faithfulness of those who built the Tabernacle.

50. He opened the discussion and said: "And He shall be the 
faithfulness of your times, a strength of salvation, wisdom and 
knowledge, the fear of Hashem is his treasure" (Yeshayah 33:6). This 
verse was explained by the friends. But we learned that whoever is 
occupied in the Torah in this world and merits in setting times for it, 
should be in faithfulness, set his mind upon the Holy One, blessed 
be He, ZEIR ANPIN, and tune himself to the name of heaven, SO 
THAT MALCHUT CALLED 'NAME', WILL BE UNITED WITH HEAVEN, 
ZEIR ANPIN, because faithfulness, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is attuned 
to this, TO BECOME UNITED WITH ZEIR ANPIN. THIS IS THE 
SECRET OF THE VERSE, "THE FAITHFULNESS OF YOUR TIMES;" 
"YOUR TIMES" REFERS TO THE TIMES SET FOR THE STUDY OF 
THE TORAH, ZEIR ANPIN, AND "FAITHFULNESS" REFERING TO 
MALCHUT, SO THAT THE TWO MAY JOIN. "A strength of salvation" 
comprises Judgment and Mercy, FOR STRENGTH IS JUDGMENT 
AND SALVATION IS MERCY. "Wisdom and knowledge," the two 
dwell one upon the other, FOR CHOCHMAH is hidden and concealed 
AND THEY SHOULD dwell one upon the other, NAMELY, 
CHOCHMAH IS NOT REVEALED SAVE BY DA'AT.
 

 

51. "The fear of Hashem is his treasure." It is the treasure of all those 
GRADES, since that fear of Hashem, WHICH IS MALCHUT CALLED 
'FEAR OF HASHEM', receives all the streams, NAMELY, THOSE SAID 
GRADES, and becomes a treasure (store-house) to them all, and 
when all that were hidden in it issue, it lets them out by accounting. 
From where do we know that? From the verse, "your eyes like the 
pools in Heshbon (Eng. 'account')" (Shir Hashirim 7:5). For it does 
things by reckoning, and lets out pools of water, THE GRADES IT 
RECEIVED, carefully letting all out with account.
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52. SINCE IN MALCHUT ALL IS DONE WITH RECKONING, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH THAT SUSTAINS EVERYTHING, she is 
called 'faithfulness', MEANING FIDELITY AND SUSTENANCE. THERE 
ARE MORE REASONS WHY MALCHUT IS CALLED 'FAITHFULNESS'. 
For all these reasons it is called 'faithfulness', as we already 
explained. If in here, IN THE SUPERNAL SFIROT AND GRADES THAT 
MALCHUT RECEIVES, one should see faithfulness, NAMELY, 
ILLUMINATE THEM ACCORDING TO THE SECRET OF ACCOUNT, 
ACCORDING TO THE SECRET OF THE VERSE, "THE FEAR OF 
HASHEM IS HIS TREASURE," AS WAS DISCUSSED, and in the 
matters of the world, BY THE CORRECTIONS OF MALCHUT 
HERSELF CALLED 'WORLD', IN THE SECRET OF THE VESSELS OF 
THE TABERNACLE; how much more so ONE NEEDS TO ACCOUNT 
AND TO SHOW FAITHFULNESS, THAT ARE THE MYSTERY OF 
SUSTENANCE AS MENTIONED. Therefore, the Holy One, blessed be 
He let Yisrael know the secret of faithfulness of those who made the 
Tabernacle, in all that they did, IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE, 
"THESE ARE THE ACCOUNTS OF THE TABERNACLE." And 
everything is already explained.
 

 

 
 
8. The name Betzalel caused 
Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Yitzchak are walking together. Rabbi Yosi says that God chose Betzalel to build the temple because of his name, that means 
'in the shadow of El,' 'El' being the name of Chesed. He adds that God made names on earth because they have significance. To further this 
argument he says that Judah started building the left side and the Tabernacle was constructed of left and right. In the same way the Torah, Tiferet, 
started on the left side, Gvurah, and joined the right, Chesed. Reuben started building on the right and turned to the left to bring in the tribes Shimon 
and Gad. We hear that God gave Betzalel wisdom because he was already wise-hearted. Rabbi Shimon turns to: "Like the apple tree among the trees 
of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons... I sat down under His shadow with great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste." He says that 
'under His shadow' refers to Betzalel, and 'His fruit' refers to the souls of the righteous since they are the fruit of God's deeds. Finally the verse: "All 
the gold that was applied" is explained as meaning that the gold that was supplied for the Tabernacle already existed above. In each work that was 
holy there was gold.

53. Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Yitzchak were walking along the way. 
Rabbi Yosi said: Assuredly the Holy One, blessed be He wanted 
Betzalel to do the work of the Tabernacle more than the rest of 
Yisrael. HE ASKS: Why? He told him: It was because of his name, 
FOR HE WAS CALLED 'BETZALEL', BETZEL (ENG. 'IN THE SHADOW 
OF') EL, AND EL IS THE NAME OF CHESED. It was already explained 
that the Holy One, blessed be He placed names (Heb. shemot) on 
earth to be adorned by them and to do there the work of this world, 
as it is written, "who has made desolations (Heb. shamot) in the 
earth" (Tehilim 46:9), MEANING THAT IT IS INCUMBENT BY HASHEM 
UPON MEN TO CALL BY NAME ON EARTH.
 

 

54. He told him: There is a secret here. Judah is of the left side, 
BEING OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS CONSTRUCTED BY THE LEFT SIDE. 
Then he joined the right, ZEIR ANPIN, and therefore the Tabernacle 
was built on that side, starting on the left side and joining the right 
side. Afterwards they were combined together and all was done from 
the right. In the same manner the Torah, WHICH IS TIFERET, started 
on the left side, FOR TIFERET RECEIVES THE EMANATION OF 
GVURAH WHICH IS LEFT, and joins the right, CHESED. They were 
combined together and all became right. Reuben started on the right. 
FOR REUBEN WAS CHESED, and turned to the left to take UNDER 
HIS BANNER the rest of the tribes, SHIMON AND GAD, that are of the 
left. For he started on the right and turned left.
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55. HE EXPLAINS WHAT HE SAID: Judah started from the left side, 
FOR HE IS OF MALCHUT WHICH IS BUILT BY THE LEFT SIDE. And 
he joined the right, so the Tabernacle was ALSO constructed on that 
side, starting on the left side and joining the right side, BECAUSE 
THE TABERNACLE IS ALSO MALCHUT, and therefore Betzalel, who 
comes from Judah, built the Tabernacle and was established 
thereby. FOR HE IS CONSIDERED IN THE SAME WAY AS THE 
TABERNACLE. And it was already expounded that the Holy One, 
blessed be He wanted him and preferred him above all Yisrael for the 
building OF THIS TABERNACLE.
 

 

56. And he gave him Chochmah and Tevunah, and Da'at as was 
explained, because he already possessed intelligence of heart, as it 
is written, "and in the hearts of all that are wise-hearted I have put 
wisdom" (Shemot 31:6), MEANING THAT HE WAS GIVEN WISDOM 
FOR BEING ALREADY WISE-HEARTED. For the Holy One, blessed 
be He gives wisdom only to him who already has wisdom. The 
friends explained it and we learned. In the same manner Betzalel, 
WHO WAS WISE, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE GAVE HIM 
WISDOM. Rabbi Shimon said: Betzalel, his name caused this to him, 
and was called by that name for his wisdom. And the secret of the 
word 'Betzalel' is "in the shadow of El."
 

 

57. He opened the discussion and said: "Like the apple tree among 
the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons... I sat down 
under His shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my 
taste" (Shir Hashirim 2:3). "Under his shadow (Heb. tzel)" refers to 
Betzalel, who prepared the Tabernacle and constructed it, as it is 
written, "I sat down...with delight." For it is delightful to sit in the 
Tabernacle, and it delights the Congregation of Yisrael. And the 
Congregation of Yisrael sits under the shadow of El. This is the 
meaning of Betzalel.
 

 

58. "And his fruit was sweet to my taste." ZEIR ANPIN produced 
good fruit to the world, as it is written, "from Me is your fruit 
found" (Hoshea 14:9). What is a fruit? It is the souls of the righteous 
that are the fruit of the deeds of the Holy One, blessed be He. For the 
river that went out of Eden, WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, pulls 
out and casts souls into the world, and they are the fruit of the Holy 
One, blessed be He. That is why IT IS WRITTEN, "His fruit was sweet 
to my taste," as we explained.
 

 

59. "In his shadow" refers to Betzalel. Therefore the Tabernacle was 
constructed by Betzalel. That is why IT IS WRITTEN, "Betzalel the 
son of Uri, the son of Chur" (Shemot 38:22). "The son of Uri" is of 
the light of the sun coming out. "The son of Uri" is the right: "The 
son of Chur" is of the left. Therefore, it was by him that the 
Judgment of the Holy One, blessed be He was completed during the 
golden calf. FOR HE WAS KILLED BY THE MIXED MULTITUDES.
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60. "All the gold that was applied" (Shemot 38:24). From the time 
Yisrael gave it, it was already prepared and worked ABOVE by the 
holy work. What is the reason? That on each grade gold was 
arranged, for there is no wholeness but by Judgment and Mercy. 
Therefore, the gold was present in all the work of the Tabernacle, 
NAMELY, IN ALL THE GRADES OF MALCHUT, and in each work that 
was holy, there was gold. And gold was in everything.
 

 

 
 
9. "When the wicked sprout like grass" 
Rabbi Aba, Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Chizkiyah are studying the Torah together, and Rabbi Chizkiyah wonders why God is so patient in judging the 
wicked. He says that Rabbi Shimon told him this is because the judgment that God desires is a clear, loving and joyful judgment. He does not want 
the judgment of defilement; therefore he doesn't mix the two. He will refrain from judging the wicked until evil is lost from the World to Come. Then 
Rabbi Shimon talks about "When the wicked sprout like grass, and when all the workers of iniquity flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed 
forever," and explains that the wicked shall be severed from their roots. One more explanation of God's patience is that this world is part of the 
Other Side and it is opposed to the World to Come that is part of the side of holiness. One is destined for the wicked and the other for the righteous.

61. Rabbi Aba and Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Chizkiyah were sitting and 
studying the Torah. Rabbi Chizkiyah said to Rabbi Aba: Indeed we 
see that the Holy One, blessed be He desires to have Judgment upon 
everything, so the two will mix together, JUDGMENT AND MERCY. 
Nevertheless, He withholds Judgment from the wicked of the world. 
Why, if He is desirous of Judgment, remove it from the evil? 
NAMELY, WHY IS HE SO PATIENT? He said to him: How many 
mountains, WISE MEN, have been uprooted by this, NOT KNOWING 
THE TRUE MEANING THEREOF. But the holy luminary revealed 
several things concerning the matter.
 

 

62. Come and see: The Judgment that the Holy One, blessed be He is 
desirous of, is a clear Judgment, that stirs love and joy, NAMELY, 
THE JUDGMENT OF THE LEFT COLUMN AFTER JOINING THE 
RIGHT COLUMN, TO BECOME THE SECRET OF THE WINE THAT 
MAKES GLAD ELOHIM AND MEN, AND IS ALSO THE SECRET OF 
GOLD. But the wicked, when in the world, are under Judgment of 
defilement, the Judgment which the Holy One, blessed be He does 
not want at all. Therefore, there must not be mixing of the holy 
Judgment with the defiled Judgment, until THE DEFILED JUDGMENT 
is exterminated of itself, and causes EVIL to be lost from the World 
to Come, for the defiled Judgment in it causes it to be destroyed.
 

 

63. He opened the discussion and said: "When the wicked sprout 
like grass, and when all the workers of iniquity flourish; it is that they 
shall be destroyed forever" (Tehilim 92:8). This verse was explained. 
Nevertheless, come and see: "the wicked sprout like grass" MEANS 
just as grass on dry land becomes dry. And when it is given water, it 
blooms and the dryness disappears. Like a cut tree, when it 
flourishes again, grows only side branches growing upwards, but 
never a whole tree, as was before, NAMELY "THE WORKERS OF 
INIQUITY FLOURISH." And all that happens so "they shall be 
destroyed forever," that is, they will be severed from their root and 
from everything else.
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64. There is yet another secret in this, why the Holy One, blessed be 
He is long-suffering with the wicked in this world. It is because this 
world is the portion of the Other Side, and the World to Come is part 
of the side of holiness, and the portion of the righteous, where they 
will be adorned by the crown of the glory of their Master. These two 
sides stand the one against the other, THE WORLD TO COME, the 
side of holiness and THIS WORLD, the Other Side of defilement. This 
is destined for the righteous and that for the wicked. And all this 
corresponds to all that. Happy are the righteous, who have no part in 
this world, but in the World to Come.
 

 

 
 
10. The 42 sacrifices of Balak 
When Balak made his sacrifice he intended to placate God because he had killed so many people. God did not accept this sacrifice, nor did the 
Other Side. Those who were to be punished were cursed in Hashem's name but until now they have not been punished, nor have the sacrifices been 
accepted by either side. The sacrifice offered was to propitiate the Other Side, but it has not done so, and nor has it met with God's blessing.

65. Come and see: All is predisposed and revealed before the Holy 
One, blessed be He. Though Balak and Bilaam did not mean to 
devote THEIR SACRIFICES for the Holy One, blessed be He, yet all is 
established before Him, and He does not reduce their reward at all in 
this world. At that time they had power over Yisrael, by their sacrifice 
which caused twenty-four thousand people from Yisrael to pass 
away, besides those who were killed, as it is written, "Slay every one 
of his men that have attached themselves to Ba'al Peor" (Bemidbar 
25:5), and "Take all the chiefs of the people, and hang them up 
before Hashem" (Ibid. 4). And even now that sacrifice impends upon 
Yisrael to cause misfortune. They built seven altars, AND OFFERED 
SACRIFICES UPON THEM, 42 in all.
 

 

66. Rabbi Shimon said, Come and see: Balak and Bilaam offered 42 
sacrifices, and took them from the Other Side to the Holy One, 
blessed be He. Therefore, that sacrifice is impending until it is taken 
by the Other Side called 'curse from Yisrael'. Until now, he has not 
taken it from them. And this is the secret of, "And he turned back, 
and looked at them" (II Melachim 2:23), AT THE BOYS WHO JEERED 
AT HIM AND SAID TO HIM "GO UP, BALD HEAD." "And he turned 
back," NAMELY, to the back of the Shechinah, because the Other 
Side stands at the back. "And looked at them," he looked and saw IN 
THOSE 42 BOYS, the Other Side CALLED 'CURSE', and saw that 
they deserved to be punished. Therefore, "he cursed them in the 
Name of Hashem" (Ibid. 24), in order to remove the Name of Hashem 
from the debt, NAMELY the debt of the sacrifice, that the Other Side 
offered him, NAMELY, BY BALAK AND BILAAM. And all was made 
right before the Holy One, blessed be He, and nothing is lost before 
the Holy One, blessed be He. In the same manner, everything stands 
before the Holy One, blessed be He, both good and evil.
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11. "All the gold that was applied for the work" 
Rabbi Shimon says that David sinned greatly when he ran from Saul, causing so many thousands to be killed including all the priests except 
Evyatar; this sin still goes unpunished. He tells us that the title verse means that God took the gold the people gave for the Tabernacle as expiation 
for their sin of creating the golden calf. Finally, he explains that Moses and Betzalel combined above and below, Tiferet with Yesod, while Betzalel 
and Aholiav combined right and left, Chesed and Gvurah, so that the Tabernacle was the union of upper and lower, left and right.

67. Come and see: When David ran from Saul, he caused all the 
priests in Nob to perish, all but Evyatar, who escaped. And he 
caused much misfortune to Yisrael, in that Saul and his sons died, 
and thousands and tens of thousands from Yisrael fell. But 
notwithstanding, that sin was hanging over David to cause him 
misfortune until the day all his sons perished in one day, and no one 
was left save Yoash, who was stolen BY YEHOSHEVA DAUGHTER 
OF YORAM. In the same manner, no one was left from Achimelech 
save Evyatar alone. Until this day that sin impends, to punish Nob 
for the sin of Nob, as it is written, "This very day he will halt at 
Nob" (Yeshayah 10:32). And this was already explained.
 

 

68. Likewise, "All the gold that was applied for the work" (Shemot 
38:24). What is the meaning of 'applied'? It means that here the Holy 
One, blessed be He saw Yisrael giving gold for the calf, and He 
applied the gold as a remedy beforehand, by putting the gold for the 
Tabernacle before the gold for the calf. For all the gold they had with 
them, and about them, they donated to the Tabernacle. FOR could 
you possibly imagine, that they had gold when they made the calf, 
and that they would take the gold off their ears, as it is written, "And 
all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their 
ears" (Shemot 32:3)? He therefore took first the gold of the donation 
to expiate for the making OF THE CALF.
 

 

69. "And Betzalel the son of Uri, the son of Chur, of the tribe of 
Judah" (Shemot 38:22) of the aspect of Malchut, "made all that 
Hashem commanded Moses" (Ibid.). For all the craftsmanship of the 
Tabernacle was prepared through them, by their hands. Betzalel 
performed the work and Moses after him made all ready. Moses and 
Betzalel were as one, Moses above, IN TIFERET, and Betzalel below, 
IN YESOD, the end of the body being also a part thereof, FOR 
YESOD AND TIFERET ARE ONE. Betzalel and Aholiav, it has been 
established, that the one is of the right, CHESED, and the other is of 
the left, JUDGMENT, and all is one, FOR ONE INCLUDES THE 
OTHER. That is why it is written, "and Betzalel the son of Uri, the son 
of Chur, of the tribe of Judah...and with him was Aholiav, son of 
Achisamach, of the tribe of Dan..."
 

 

 
 
12. "And he turned back, and looked at them" 
Rabbi Yosi begins by telling how Elisha went out of the city and was followed by some small boys who mocked him. He says 'small' means that they 
had no faith and that they were guilty according to the laws of this world and the next. "And he turned back, and looked at them" means Elisha 
looked to see if they would repent, and he knew that they had been conceived on the night of Yom Kippur, so he "cursed them in the Name of 
Hashem." Rabbi Yosi adds that he saw the boys were destined to cause a great deal of evil in Yisrael. He compares the title verse to "but his wife 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (18 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:48



1

looked back from behind him," saying it means 'behind' the Shechinah. Next he quotes: "And there came forth two bears out of the wood," meaning 
that there were female bears with male cubs. Lastly, he says that when the bears "tore 42 of the children" this counteracted the sacrifices of Balak.

70. "And all the gold that was applied for the work, in all the work of 
the holy place" (Shemot 38:24). Rabbi Yosi opened the discussion 
with the story of Elisha. It is written, "And he went up from there to 
Bethel and as he was going up by the way, some small boys" (II 
Melachim 2:23). It has been said that they were small (Heb. ne'arim), 
empty (Heb. niurim) of words of Torah or its precepts, "small," as 
they were of little faith, and they were guilty according to the law of 
this world and of the World to Come. They "came out of the 
city" (Ibid.), leaving the secret of the Faith, WHICH IS MALCHUT 
THAT IS CALLED 'CITY'. It is written here, "came out of the city," and 
there "and I will not enter the city" (Hoshea 11:9); IN BOTH CASES IT 
MEANS MALCHUT.
 

 

71. "And he turned back, and looked at them" (II Melachim 2:24): 
"turned back" MEANS he looked back, to see whether they would 
repent or not. "And looked at them" means he saw that it is not 
worthy that a good seed issue from them, and this was explained. 
"And looked at them" that they were conceived on the night of Yom 
Kippur (Day of Atonement), THAT THEIR MOTHER CONCEIVED 
THEN. Immediately, he "cursed them in the Name of Hashem" (Ibid.).
 

 

72. And there is a mystery in this verse: "And he turned back" 
MEANING THAT he looked at them whether he would be punished 
for them, and turned away from it. Also "Aaron turned" (Bemidbar 
12:10) from leprosy. Here also "TURNED" MEANS he turned from 
their punishment. "And he looked at them," MEANING THAT HE SAW 
that they are destined to cause much evil in Yisrael.
 

 

73. "And he turned back" is similar to "but his wife looked back from 
behind him" (Beresheet 19:26). What does "behind him" mean? It 
means behind the Shechinah. Here also "he turned back," behind the 
Shechinah and saw that their mothers all conceived at the night in 
charge of the atonement of the sins of Yisrael, NAMELY, AT THE 
NIGHT OF YOM KIPPUR. Immediately "he cursed them in the Name 
of Hashem." IT IS WRITTEN, "and there came forth two bears out of 
the wood" (II Melachim 2:24). HE ASKS: Why is it written "two (fem.) 
bears (masc.)"? Because they were female bears and their cubs 
WERE WITH THEM, AND THEREFORE, IT SAYS 'BEARS' (MASC.). 
"And tore 42 of the children." This was established, to counteract the 
sacrifices of Balak.
 

 

 
 
13. Gold from below upwards and silver from above downwards 
We learn that in, "Even the gold of the wave offering," 'wave' always means lifting upward, not drawing downward, and that this term applies to gold 
and brass but not silver. Silver is Chassidim and it can be drawn downward, but whenever gold descends its beauty and light are dimmed. Gold 
needs to be raised but silver needs to be spread downward, as in "And the silver of them that were numbered of the congregation." Rabbi Shimon 
turns to: "For Hashem Elohim is a sun and shield...," saying that the sun is the secret of Yud Hei Vav Hei and the shield is the secret of the Holy 
Name Elohim. Together 'a sun and shield' are the union of Zeir Anpin and Malchut. A similar meaning is deduced from "Hashem will give grace and 
honor." We are told that God conceals the primordial light from the wicked but never withholds it from those 'who walk upright.' Therefore the first 
light does not move upward; it spreads downward and is revealed to them. Rabbi Shimon says when the priest spreads his hands in blessing the 
Shechinah comes to him and fills his hands. Then the priest raises his right hand above his left and everything is blessed by the source of all, the 
World to Come. The candles are lit and all blessings are drawn from above.
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74. "Even the gold of the wave offering" (Shemot 38:24). HE ASKS 
why the term 'the gold of the wave offering' does not apply to silver? 
AND ANSWERS: Two are called thus, 'wave gold' and 'wave brass' 
but not 'wave silver'. Only these are so called, GOLD AND BRASS, 
for the term alludes to going upward. For what is down below, 
AMONG THE KLIPOT, is not wave gold, BECAUSE THE OTHER SIDE 
DRAWS CHOCHMAH OF THE LEFT FROM ABOVE DOWNWARD, 
AND IT IS NOT WAVED LIKE HOLINESS. Always wave MEANS lifting 
upward and not bringing downward. BUT SILVER IS CHASSADIM 
AND IT IS PERMITTED TO DRAW IT DOWNWARD, THEREFORE, IT IS 
NOT WRITTEN 'WAVE SILVER.'
  

75. This is the mystery of the reckoning, NAMELY, THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH CALLED 'RECKONING': All the 
grades and Chariots are waving, THAT IS, ILLUMINATING FROM 
BELOW UPWARD. This is 'wave gold'. This gold IS THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH - whenever it descends, its beauty 
and light are dimmed. But when the gold is waved, FROM BELOW 
UPWARD, it becomes good gold, in the mystery of its light. And all 
the gold, which is drawn down, is dross and refuse, NAMELY, A 
KLIPAH AND THE OTHER SIDE.
 

 

76. "And the silver of them that were numbered of the 
congregation" (Ibid.). IT IS NOT WRITTEN 'WAVE SILVER' since 
SILVER, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF CHASSADIM OF THE RIGHT 
COLUMN, in its descent, is also good. And though it is not waved 
FROM BELOW UPWARD, nevertheless it is good. But gold, THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH OF THE LEFT COLUMN, whatever of 
it that descends, is worsened. For that reason, THE GOLD needs to 
be waved, and raised, and SILVER needs spreading downward in all 
directions, because it is all for the good.
 

 

77. He opened the discussion and said: "For Hashem Elohim is a 
sun and shield..." (Tehilim 84:12). The sun is the Holy One, blessed 
be He, and the shield is the Holy One, blessed be He. HE EXPLAINS: 
The sun is the secret of the Holy Name Yud Hei Vav Hei, ZEIR ANPIN, 
where all the grades stand at ease. And the shield is the secret of the 
holy name Elohim, MALCHUT. This is the secret meaning of the 
verse, "I am your shield" (Beresheet 15:1), AS 'I' WHICH IS 
MALCHUT CALLED 'I', IS YOUR SHIELD. "A sun and a shield" are the 
secret of a whole name, WHICH INDICATES THAT ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT ARE UNITED. "Hashem will give grace and 
honor" (Tehilim 84:12), FOR ELOHIM WILL BE A SHIELD AND YUD 
HEI VAV HEI WILL GIVE GRACE AND HONOR, and so all will become 
one secret. NAMELY, THOUGH GRACE AND HONOR ARE DRAWN 
AT EASE, AND A SHIELD IS DRAWN VIGOROUSLY BY WHOEVER IS 
BESET BY ENEMIES, AND THEY MERGE INTO ONE PRINCIPLE, THE 
JOINING OF YUD HEI VAV HEI AND ELOHIM.
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78. "He withholds no goodness from these who walk upright" (Ibid.). 
This is the secret of the verse, "And from the wicked their light is 
withheld" (Iyov 38:15). THEREFORE, IT IS SAID THAT FROM THOSE 
WHO WALK UPRIGHT NO GOOD THING WILL HE WITHHOLD, 
referring to the first light, WHICH IS CHESED, of which it is written, 
"And Elohim saw the light, that it was good" (Beresheet 1:4). And the 
Holy One, blessed be He hid and covered it, as explained, from the 
wicked He concealed and withheld it in this world and in the World to 
Come. But it is written of the righteous, "no good thing will He 
withhold from those who walk upright." This refers to the primordial 
light, as it is written, "And Elohim saw the light, that it was good."
 

 

79. Therefore, it, THE FIRST LIGHT, needs not go up FROM BELOW 
and be waved, but rather to spread and be revealed, unlike the other 
one of the left, GOLD, AS DISCUSSED. For that reason GOLD is 
called 'wave', and not 'SILVER', and that is why IT IS WRITTEN, "and 
the silver of...the congregation was a hundred talents" (Shemot 
38:25) AND NOT 'THE WAVE SILVER.'
 

 

80. Come and see: The right side stands in readiness always to 
sustain the world, to shine and bless it. Therefore the priest, who is 
of the right side, CHESED, is always in readiness to bless the 
people, for all the benedictions in the world come of the right side. 
And the priest is the first to take. That is why the priest is appointed 
to bless above and below, NAMELY, CHESED ABOVE AND THE 
PRIEST BELOW.
 

 

81. Come and see: When the priest spreads his hands to bless the 
people, the Shechinah comes and dwells upon him and fills his 
hands. He raises his right hand above the left hand, in order to raise 
the right above the left. Then all the grades over which he spreads 
his hands, are blessed by the source of all. What is the source of the 
well? It is the Righteous, WHICH IS YESOD. The source of all is the 
World to Come, BINAH, whence all faces, ALL MOCHIN, illuminate. 
For it is the source and spring of all, whence all the candles and 
lights are lit.
 

 

82. In the same manner, WHAT WAS SAID OF BINAH, is also said of 
the source and spring of the well, YESOD: That all the lower candles, 
NAMELY, THE SFIROT OF MALCHUT, are illuminated and filled with 
its lights. And it, YESOD, faces that, BINAH. AS BINAH IS A SOURCE 
THAT GIVES AFFLUENCE TO EVERYTHING, SO YESOD IS A 
SOURCE GIVING TO MALCHUT. For that reason, when the priest 
spreads his hands and starts to bless the people, high blessings 
dwell from the supernal source, BINAH, and candles are lit and all 
the faces illuminate, and the Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, is adorned with high crowns, and all blessings come 
down and are drawn from above downward.
 

 

 
 
14. Counting and Numbers 
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Rabbi Shimon returns in his discussion to the building of the Tabernacle, in itself the union of Tiferet and the holy covenant. Since all of this 
building was done in the secret of the right, the evil eye has no power whenever the right side is present. The 'silver' in "and the silver of them that 
were numbered of the congregation" is not written as 'wave silver', so it poured from above downward. Rabbi Yitzchak asks, since there are no 
blessings in anything that has been counted, why were the things in the Tabernacle counted? Rabbi Shimon answers that whenever the purpose of 
the counting is to sanctify, there is holiness in it, just as the tithe is blessed. Blessings are withheld from the other counted things so that no 
blessings can come to the Other Side, nor will any reach the evil eyed. Rabbi Shimon explains the implications of the fact that the evil eye has no 
power over the seed of Joseph. Then five rabbis meet together on the road and begin talking. Rabbi Elazar says: "The eyes of Hashem are toward 
the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry," yet many righteous people cannot even get enough food. Rabbi Shimon says that in the world 
above the holy side knows and protects all of its own, and the Other Side knows and controls all of its own. The Other Side cannot rule over the 
righteous. Rabbi Elazar wants to know why then there was a plague in Yisrael after David counted the people. Rabbi Shimon answers that everyone 
failed to pay a ransom for his soul to God to avoid having the plague among them. He speaks then of the holiness that is subject to counting and the 
holiness that is not, concluding that the ransom is subject to numbering but the people of Yisrael are not. Rabbi Shimon proffers two meanings for 
"like the sand of the sea." The first means that the sands break the power of the waves to flood the world, so Yisrael is like that sand, preventing the 
other nations from ruling the world. The second meaning is that neither the sand nor Yisrael can be counted. He talks about a secret and hidden 
measurement and a reckoning in a hidden place that is the secret of Yisrael Saba and Tevunah. Rabbi Shimon draws a parallel between the talents 
and the shekels donated for the Tabernacle, kept in two separate accounts, and superior beings numbered by a supernal account with the rest being 
numbered by a different account.

83. Come and see: Moses ordered and Betzalel executed, so that all 
may be in the secret of the body: THE SECRET OF MOSES, WHO IS 
TIFERET, and the final part of the body, the holy covenant, WHICH IS 
BETZALEL, so as to increase the love and bond of the unison in the 
Tabernacle, WHICH IS MALCHUT. All was done in the secret of the 
right, and therefore, wherever the right side is present, the evil eye 
has no sway. That is why IT IS WRITTEN, "and the silver of them that 
were numbered of the congregation" (Shemot 38:25), FOR IT WAS 
NUMBERED AND COUNTED, IN THE SECRET OF THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, AND IT WAS NOT WRITTEN, 'WAVE 
SILVER,' because this silver comes of the right side, CHESED, and 
therefore everything was numbered. THIS IS THE MYSTERY OF 
COMPRISING THE LEFT COLUMN, AND THE REASON IT IS POURED 
FROM ABOVE DOWNWARD.
 

 

84. Rabbi Yitzchak asked Rabbi Shimon: We established that 
blessing does not dwell on anything that was measured or counted. 
If so, in relation to the Tabernacle, why was everything counted? He 
said to him: Indeed we learned this already. But any place, upon 
which there dwells the side of holiness, NAMELY, THAT IT IS 
DRAWN FROM THE CENTRAL COLUMN COMBINING RIGHT AND 
LEFT, if the counting is from the holy side, blessing will be upon it 
always, never to pass away. We know it from the tithe, because since 
the purpose of the counting is to sanctify, there is blessing in it. All 
the more so the Tabernacle, which is holy and pertains to the side of 
holiness.
 

 

85. But the rest of worldly matters, not coming from the side of 
holiness, no blessing dwells upon them when counted. For the Other 
Side, which is evil eyed, can have power over it, and since it can 
have power over it, there is no blessing therein, in order that no 
blessings will reach that evil eyed.
 

 

86. Blessings are always added to measurement of holiness and 
counting of holiness, and therefore it is written, "And the silver of 
them that were numbered of the congregation," MEANING THAT IT 
WAS COUNTED by them that were numbered of the congregation in 
truth, and there should be no fear of the evil eye for that reckoning 
since blessings hover over all from above.
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87. Come and see: The evil eye has no power over the seed of 
Joseph, since it comes of the right side. Therefore the Tabernacle 
was constructed by Betzalel, who dwelt in the mystery of Joseph, 
being the secret of the Holy Covenant, NAMELY, HE WAS OF 
YESOD, AND YESOD IS CALLED 'JOSEPH'. Therefore Moses orders 
and Betzalel executes, so all may be in the secret of the body: 
MOSES, NAMELY TIFERET, and the final part of the body; 
BETZALEL, WHO IS YESOD, the sign of the Holy Covenant, so as to 
increase love and the bond of union in the Tabernacle, MALCHUT. 
And all was done according to the secret of the right, and that is why 
IT IS WRITTEN, "And the silver...numbered of the congregation," 
because that reckoning is the reckoning of the great grades in 
charge, NAMELY THE FIRST THREE SFIROT, combined on the right 
side. Therefore it is written, "a hundred talents..." (Ibid.) TO 
INDICATE THE TEN SFIROT, EACH INCLUDING TEN, TOGETHER 
WITH THE FIRST THREE.
 

 

88. Rabbi Aba and Rabbi Acha and Rabbi Yosi were walking from 
Tiberias to Tzipori. As they were walking, they saw Rabbi Elazar 
coming together with Rabbi Chiya. Rabbi Aba said: Surely we shall 
be joined with the Shechinah. They waited for them, and when they 
arrived, Rabbi Elazar said: It is written, "The eyes of Hashem are 
towards the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry" (Tehilim 
34:16). This verse is hard to explain; what is the meaning of "The 
eyes of Hashem are towards the righteous"? If it means that the Holy 
One, blessed be He, takes care of them to help them in this world, 
yet we see so many righteous in this world, who cannot get as much 
food as the crows in the field. What is the meaning, then, of "The 
eyes of Hashem are towards the righteous"?
 

 

89. HE ANSWERS: This is a secret. Come and see: All the creatures 
in the world are known above, either as of this side OF HOLINESS, or 
of that OTHER Side. Those who are known by the holy side, are 
always under its protection. And those that are known by the side of 
defilement, are always under its control. And where the holy side has 
sway, the Other Side has not, and may never approach, nor thrust 
him from his place or occupation by any means. About this IT IS 
WRITTEN, "The eyes of Hashem are towards the righteous," for 
which reason the Other Side cannot rule over them. And there is 
help from heaven and good providence from above. And the Other 
Side and all that is evil may not rule over you.
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90. Rabbi Aba said: But we have learned, that wherever the holy side 
abides, though there is reckoning, still blessings are not withheld 
from that place. Rabbi Elazar said: Assuredly this is so. He said to 
him: Yisrael is holy, and come from the holy side, as it is written, 
"Yisrael is holy to Hashem" (Yirmeyah 2:3), and "You shall be holy, 
for I Hashem, your Elohim am holy" (Vayikra 19:2). Why then, when 
David counted Yisrael, was there death among them, as it is written, 
"So Hashem sent a pestilence upon Yisrael from the morning even 
to the time appointed" (II Shmuel 24:15)?
 

 

91. He told him: It happened since David did not take shekels from 
them as ransom, as it is written, "then shall they give every man a 
ransom for his soul to Hashem when you number them that there be 
no plague among them when you number them" (Shemot 30:12). For 
holiness is in need of holy ransom, and that ransom of holiness was 
not taken from them. Come and see: Yisrael is holiness without 
numbering, and therefore a ransom should be taken from them. And 
that ransom is to be counted, while they are not.
 

 

92. What is the reason? Holiness is a secret, higher than all the 
grades, THE MYSTERY OF SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA. As this 
holiness is superior to all, and outside it there is another holiness 
beneath it, YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH COVERING SUPERNAL 
ABA AND IMA FROM OUTSIDE, subject to numbering and 
accounting, so is Yisrael holiness, as it is written, "Yisrael is holy to 
Hashem." And they give another holiness, their ransom, that is 
subject to numbering. This is a secret: Yisrael is a tree standing 
inside, OPPOSITE SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA, and the ransom given 
is another holiness standing outside and counted, 
CORRESPONDING TO YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH. The one is 
shielding the other. They went on.
 

 

93. Rabbi Elazar opened the discussion and said: "And the number 
of the children of Yisrael shall be like the sand of the sea, which 
cannot be measured or numbered..." (Hoshea 2:1). HE ASKS: What 
is the meaning of "the sand of the sea"? AND HE ANSWERS: That 
there are two meanings. The first is that "the sand of the sea" 
MEANS when the sea raises its waves wrathfully and the waves rise 
to flood the world. When they reach and see the sand, they are 
broken immediately and return quietly, and have no power to have 
control over and flood the world.
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94. In the same manner Yisrael is like the sand of the sea. When the 
other nations, which are like the furious waves of the sea of severe 
Judgment, see Yisrael bound to the Holy One, blessed be He, they 
return BACK and are broken before them, and cannot rule the world. 
Another meaning is that like the sand of the sea, that cannot be 
numbered or measured, as it is written, "which cannot be measured 
or numbered" so is Yisrael, who is not numbered nor subject to 
reckoning.
 

 

95. Come and see: There is a secret and hidden measurement, THE 
SECRET OF ABA AND IMA. And there is reckoning in a hidden place, 
concealed and stored, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF YISRAEL - SABA 
AND TEVUNAH. And it may be measured and numbered. This is the 
secret of sustenance above and below. For the measurement IN ABA 
AND IMA, NAMELY, THE AMOUNT OF CHASSADIM IN THEM, the 
secret of its execution is never known, AND ALSO WE MAY NOT 
KNOW the basis of the secret of the reckoning IN YISRAEL - SABA 
AND TEVUNAH. This is the secret of the Faith of all.
 

 

96. Yisrael below are not subject to reckoning, but only in a different 
aspect, NAMELY, COVERED CHASSADIM. The ransom they give, 
CORRESPONDING TO YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH, is subject 
to accounting. And for that reason whenever Yisrael are counted, 
ransom is taken from them, as we said. Therefore, at the time of 
David, when he counted Yisrael, and did not take ransom, there was 
wrath and many hosts and legions of Yisrael perished.
 

 

97. For that reason it is written concerning the building of the 
Tabernacle: "And the silver of them that were numbered of the 
congregation...for everyone that went to be numbered" (Shemot 
38:25), NAMELY, IN THAT SAID RECKONING. All was consecrated to 
the construction of the Tabernacle. It was established that the 
talents, "A HUNDRED TALENTS" (Ibid. 27), belong to one account, 
and the shekels, "A THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-
FIVE" (IBID. 28), are another account. For the superior ones are 
numbered by a supernal account, NAMELY, THE LIGHTS OF 
YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH, THE SECRET OF BINAH, THE 
HIGH RECKONING, ARE THE SECRET OF TALENTS. Others are 
numbered by a different account, THAT IS, THE ACCOUNTS IN ZEIR 
ANPIN THAT SHINES UPON MALCHUT, the one above and the other 
below. That is why it is written, "And of the hundred talents of silver 
were cast the sockets (Heb. adanim) of the sanctuary..." And these 
sockets were already explained, TO BE THE SECRET OF THE 
WHOLE MALCHUT CALLED 'ADONAI', THAT RECEIVES FROM THE 
HIGH RECKONING, NAMELY, FROM BINAH.
 

 

 
 
15. "Unless Hashem builds the house" 
We are told that King Solomon saw that the work was finished by the hands of the craftsmen but was actually constructed by God. The most 
important part of the labor is what Binah made, and if this is not included the work is done in vain. Then he speaks about: "Behold it is His litter, that 
of Solomon, sixty valiant men are round it, the mighty men of Yisrael," saying that the 'litter' is the secret of Malchut, and it is all guarded because of 
the fear of Gehenom. All the men stand around it, and they are all inside the illumination of the incomprehensible thought. Rabbi Shimon talks about 
the nine temples that emanate from that thought, saying that they are not lights nor spirits nor souls, and cannot be comprehended. He says that the 
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head of Arich Anpin is called 'thought', but it is not known by whose light it shines. The secret of the offering is that it unites the grades and the 
lights, and the 'thought' is then crowned by the Endless Light. That 'thought' expanded in all directions and is the secret of the Supernal World, 
Binah, that is characterized by the question "Who?" as in: "Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who (Mi) has created these." The 'question' then, 
created 'these' - the six Sfirot of Zeir Anpin. Then Mi expanded and became a sea, and built everything below in Malchut exactly as it was in the 
Supernal World, Binah.

98. Again he opened the discussion and said: "A song of ascent of 
Solomon, unless Hashem builds the house..." (Tehilim 127:2). This 
verse was uttered by King Solomon when he built the Temple. When 
he started building, he saw that the work was finished by their 
hands, but was constructed on its own. Then he said: "Unless 
Hashem builds the house..." He referred to the secret of the verse, 
"In the beginning Elohim created" (Beresheet 1:1), for the Holy One, 
blessed be He created and furnished this world, NAMELY, 
MALCHUT, with all that is needed.
 

 

99. "They who build it labor in vain" (Tehilim 127:2). His builders are 
the secret of those rivers, THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, going out of 
and into this house, MALCHUT, to prepare whatever is needed. And 
though all come to fix and construct it, surely, but for Hashem, who 
is the secret of the high world, BINAH, who prepared and made the 
house as it should be, all who build it labor in vain. For THE MOST 
IMPORTANT PART IS what BINAH made and prepared. "Unless 
Hashem keeps the city" (Ibid.) as it is written, "the eyes of Hashem 
your Elohim are always upon it, from the beginning of the year to the 
end of the year" (Devarim 11:12). It was explained, that by that 
watchfulness, it is kept on all sides.
 

 

100. And it is written, "Behold it is his litter, that of Solomon, sixty 
valiant men are round it, the mighty men of Yisrael" (Shir Hashirim 
3:7). THE LITTER OF SOLOMON IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT. And 
they all guard it. Why do they guard it? Because "of the fear by 
night" (Ibid. 8). This is the fear of Gehenom, that is before it. And so 
that it would be rejected, all are standing around it.
 

 

101. All are inside the illumination of the incomprehensible thought. 
And that light of the not-known thought strikes the veil and they 
illuminate together and become nine temples.
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102. These temples are not lights, nor Ruchot (Eng. 'spirits'), nor 
Neshamot (Eng. 'souls'), and there is no one to comprehend them. 
The will of these nine lights, all within the thought, that is counted as 
one of them, is to chase THE NINE TEMPLES AND GRASP THEM, 
while they are within the thought. But they do not grasp nor become 
known, because these pertain to neither will nor to supernal thought. 
They grasp them, FOR THEY GET MOCHIN FROM THEM, yet do not 
grasp them, FOR THEY CANNOT BE COMPREHENDED. All the 
secrets of the Faith are within them. And all the lights coming from 
the secret of the supernal thought that is underneath are called 'the 
Endless World', for this far do the lights reach yet do not reach nor 
become known, for there is no will nor thought in here.
 

 

103. When thought shines, it is not known by whose light, FOR THE 
THOUGHT IS NOT GRASPED. Then ITS LIGHT is covered and closed 
inside Binah, FOR BINAH CANNOT RECEIVE CHOCHMAH WITHOUT 
CHASSADIM, AND THEREFORE, THE LIGHT IS CONCEALED IN IT. 
LATER it shone upon whoever it shines, MEANING THAT 
CHASSADIM SHONE, and entered one another, FOR CHOCHMAH 
AND CHASSADIM WERE INCLUDED WITHIN ONE ANOTHER, until 
eveything was included together. This was already explained. And 
the secret of the offering is that when all goes up, everything is 
bound together and they shine the one within the other, FOR THE 
LOWER RISES TO THE HIGHER AND JOINS IT, AND BY THAT 
RECEIVES SUPERNAL MOCHIN. FOR ALL THAT IS LOW RISES TO 
THE HIGHER AND THE HIGHER SHINES UPON THE LOWER. Then all 
the grades rise TO THE HIGH ONE. And the thought MOUNTS AND is 
crowned by the Endless Light. And the light with which the supernal 
thought is shining, is called 'the Endless World'.
 

 

104. Once thought is shining and powers were expanded from it - 
NAMELY, BINAH, THAT WENT UP TO IT, RECEIVED CHOCHMAH 
FROM IT - AND EXPANDED DOWNWARD it became concealed, 
stored and unknown. BECAUSE OF ITSELF, IT IS CLOSED AND 
DOES NOT SHINE AT ALL UPON THE LOWER BEINGS. And there 
from it expanded in all directions and spread in the one expansion, 
which is the secret of the Supernal World, NAMELY, BINAH AS SAID.
  

105. And this SUPERNAL WORLD is subject to questioning, which is 
the supernal utterance, NAMELY, BINAH. It was established that it is 
called 'Who' (Heb. mi), as it is written, "Lift up your eyes on high, and 
behold who (Heb. mi) has created these" (Yeshayah 40:26). That is, 
that 'question' created 'these'. FOR 'WHO', BINAH, CREATED 
'THESE', THE SIX SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN. And then MI (MEM-YUD) 
expanded and became a sea (Heb. yam, Yud-Mem), the ending of all 
the grades, being below IN MALCHUT. And from there, BINAH, it 
started to build below IN MALCHUT, and all that it did IN MALCHUT 
was exactly as is done above, IN BINAH, the one corresponding to 
the other, because BINAH protects everything above and below.
 

 

106. This expansion, the Supernal World, comes from thought, 
bECAUSE EVERYTHING THAT SPREADS FROM THOUGHT IS BINAH 
CALLED 'THE SUPERNAL WORLD'. This is the meaning of "unless 
Hashem keeps the city, the watchman stays awake in vain" (Tehilim 
127:1), who is the keeper of Yisrael, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN. For 
keeping does not proceed FROM ZEIR ANPIN but from the Supernal 
World, BINAH, AS WAS EXPLAINED BEFORE.
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107. Come and see the blue in the Tabernacle; everything is 
sustained by a high mystery. Blue, MALCHUT, and purple, TIFERET, 
are bound to one another, SO THAT ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT 
WILL BE UNITED. And we have learned the secret of the verse, "For 
Hashem your Elohim is a consuming fire" (Devarim 4:24), that there 
is a fire that consumes fire, eats and extinguishes it, the one fire 
being stronger than the other. (THE ENDING IS MISSING, IT MAY BE 
FOUND IN BERESHEET 248 -269).
 

 

 
 
16. "And the thousand seven hundred and seventy-five" 
Rabbi Shimon says that Moses forgot about the shekels in "And of the one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five shekels he made hooks for the 
pillars, and overlaid their capitals" until a resounding voice reminded him of them. Rabbi Chizkiyah opens with: "While the King was reclining at His 
board, my nard sent forth its fragrance." This refers to Binah when He gave the Torah to Yisrael and went to Sinai accompanied by many sacred 
Chariots. We hear about all the letters in the Torah soaring and rising up in the air, how they were formed and what their value is, and that the 'vav's 
were the one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five lights. The high Vav is the resounding voice since the Torah comes out of that inner voice; 
this 'great voice' is the secret of the Holy Name. Next Rabbi Chizkiyah turns to the great flood, where God told Noah: 'you should be careful not to 
show yourself to the destroyer, the Angel of Death, so he would not have power over you,' because there was no one to protect him. But when Noah 
offered the sacrifice the world became perfumed. This perfume was increased when Yisrael stood on Mount Sinai and the destroyer was no longer 
present in the world. God wanted at that time to do away with the destroyer forever, but in a few days Yisrael sinned by making the golden calf, thus 
allowing the destroyer to rule the world again. Rabbi Yosi asks who put the destroyer in the world, since everyone was destroyed in the flood. Rabbi 
Shimon answers that the presence of Judgment means that the destroyer must be there to walk among the Judgments. He says that the destroyer 
was named 'flood,' and this is why God told Noah to hide himself. Referring again to the title verse, Rabbi Elazar wonders why he made 'hooks', 
hearing then from Rabbi Shimon that they were in the shape of 'vav's, meaning that they came from the Central Column. Rabbi Yitzchak isn't certain 
whether the verse is talking about secular or supernal matters, and decides it must be secular. Rabbi Shimon disagrees, and adds that secular 
matters do not come from the side of holiness. It is important to know the difference between holiness and the mundane. Even so, profanity has a 
fraction of holiness in it from the left side. There is now quite a bit of discussion about 'thousand' in various meanings, leading to thoughts about 
how long Yisrael may be in exile. Rabbi Shimon adds that wherever there is Vav in the Holy Name there is Mercy, and gives some examples. He tells 
how Judgment was executed in the destruction of S'dom, but the whole world was not destroyed as it was in the flood. Wherever the name Elohim is 
used it means Judgment alone, not tempered with Mercy. When the name Hashem is used it means Judgment tempered with Mercy. Only Elohim 
was present at the flood. We are told how God is both concealed and revealed, and how people draw blessings when their utterances are concealed. 
Then we hear that "While the King was reclining at His board," means that He was reveling in the supernal Eden. "My nard sent forth its fragrance" 
alludes to the last sea that is filled from that Eden, and that created the lower world as a reflection of the higher one. When the nard sends an odor 
upwards the Holy Chariots receive the wonderful odor and send it further upward, it being in the nature of odors to rise. The Chariots, since they 
transmit the odors higher are called 'maidens of song', since the word 'alamot' derives from 'not revealed'. Finally Rabbi Shimon explains the 
significance of all the numbers in the title verse, emphasizing 1000, 700, seventy, and five, all of them pertaining to various combinations of Sfirot.

108. "And of the one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five 
shekels he made hooks for the pillars, and overlaid their 
capitals" (Shemot 38:28). Come and see: We learned that Moses 
forgot these shekels and knew not what became of them, until a 
voice resounded, saying, "And of the one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-five shekels he made hooks for the pillars."
 

 

109. Rabbi Chizkiyah opened the discussion with the verse: "While 
the king was reclining at his board, my nard sent forth its 
fragrance" (Shir Hashirim 1:12). This was already explained. Yet, 
"While the King was reclining at His board" refers to the Holy One, 
blessed be He, BINAH, when He gave the Torah to Yisrael and came 
to Sinai. Many Chariots were with Him, all of them sacred, THE 
SECRET OF THE LEFT COLUMN, and all the high sanctifications, 
from the sanctification of the Torah, THE SECRET OF THE RIGHT 
COLUMN. All were there. The Torah, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN, was given with flaming fire, and all was of the 
side of fire, written by white fire, OF THE SIDE OF CHESED, upon 
black fire, OF THE SIDE OF GVURAH. FOR THE CENTRAL COLUMN 
IS COMPRISED OF CHESED AND GVURAH, RIGHT AND LEFT. And 
the letters were soaring and rising up in the air. IN THE MYSTERY OF 
THE AIR, THE LOWER GRADES SOARED AND ROSE TO THE 
HIGHER ONES.
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110. And the first letter of the Torah was divided into 775 on each 
side, and all were seen in the air of the firmament by the letter Vav, 
Vav on each and every side.
 

 

111. These hooks (Heb. vavim) were standing on pillars, WHICH ARE 
NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR ANPIN FROM THE CHEST DOWN. And 
these pillars are suspended upon the banner, NAMELY, THEY WERE 
SHINING TO MALCHUT CALLED 'BANNER', and all the hooks are 
upon them, ALL ARE SHINING UPON MALCHUT. AND HE EXPLAINS: 
Since the secret of the Torah abides by the Vav, WHICH IS THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN, THEREFORE, THE ONE THOUSAND SEVEN 
HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE LIGHTS COMPRISED IN IT ARE 
CALLED 'VAV'S'. These Vav's (Heb. vavim), which are the mystery of 
the Faith in the Torah, all stand upon these pillars, the secret from 
which the prophets come, NAMELY, NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, WHENCE THE PROPHETS ARE INSPIRED. And their secret is 
on every side, NAMELY, THEY ILLUMINATE THE FOUR DIRECTIONS 
CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET AND MALCHUT. On these pillars 
the hooks stand.
 

 

112. The high Vav is the secret of a resounding voice, WHICH IS 
ZEIR ANPIN. Upon this secret the Torah is established, since the 
Torah, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, comes out of that inner voice, WITHIN 
BINAH, called 'a great voice'. And a great voice IN BINAH is the 
secret of the Torah, THAT ISSUES FROM IT. Therefore, it is written, 
"a great voice which was not heard again" (Devarim 5:19), FOR THE 
TORAH ISSUED FROM IT.
 

 

113. Come and see: This great voice is the main part and the secret 
of the Holy Name, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF DA'AT OF BINAH. For 
that reason we established that a man must not greet his friend 
before praying. This secret was explained from the verse, "whoever 
greets his friend in a great voice early in the morning, it is 
considered as a curse upon him" (Mishlei 27:14). This is not 
forbidden as long as greeting is not said with a great voice, which is 
the main part of the Holy Name, FOR EXAMPLE, IF HE SAID TO HIM 
'MAY HASHEM BLESS YOU.' BUT WHEN THE HOLY NAME IS NOT 
MENTIONED, IT IS NOT FORBIDDEN.
 

 

114. Therefore, the secret of the Torah emerges from that great 
voice, INSIDE BINAH, and this is the King, NAMELY WHAT WAS 
SAID, "While the king was reclining at His board," that alludes to the 
revelation of Sinai. "My nard sent forth its fragrance," this is the 
Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And all this came 
about because Yisrael said: "Everything that Hashem spoke, will we 
do and obey" (Shemot 24:7) BY WHICH THEY MERITED ALL THIS 
REVELATION. And the King is the High King, NAMELY, BINAH, as 
was explained.
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115. Come and see: When the Holy One, blessed be He brought a 
flood upon the world to destroy everything, He told Noah, 'you 
should be careful not to show yourself to the destroyer, THE ANGEL 
OF DEATH, so he would not have power over you'. THE REASON IS 
THAT there was no one to protect him. And when the sacrifice was 
offered by Noah, the world became perfumed. But it was not 
perfumed so much until Yisrael stood on Mount Sinai. And when 
Yisrael stood on Mount Sinai, the world was perfumed and the 
destroyer was no longer present in the world.
 

 

116. The Holy One, blessed be He wanted at that time to remove the 
destroyer from the world, THAT DEATH WILL BE SWALLOWED 
FOREVER, but after a few days Yisrael sinned and made the calf. 
Then, it is written, "the children of Yisrael stripped themselves of 
their ornaments (Heb. edyam) from Mount Horeb" (Shemot 33:6). 
Edyam is the secret of the Holy Name that the Holy One, blessed be 
He adorned them with AT THE GIVING OF THE LAW, then was taken 
from them. Then the destroyer ruled the world, as before, when he 
was ruling the world and judging PEOPLE.
 

 

117. Rabbi Yosi said: At the time of the flood, who put the destroyer 
there? For the water went up, AND WIPED OFF ALL THE WORLD. 
WHY DID NOAH HAVE TO BE CAREFUL OF THE DESTROYER? HE 
REPLIES: Come and see, there is no Judgment in the world, or a 
world smitten with Judgment, where there will not be that destroyer, 
to walk among the Judgments in the world. Here also, there was a 
flood and the destroyer walked in its midst and was named 'FLOOD' 
after it. Therefore, the Holy One, blessed be He told Noah to hide 
himself and not be seen in the world. And this was already 
explained. Come and see: Rabbi Yosi said, The word was not yet in 
order again, and the earth not over the filth of the snake.
 

 

118. Come and see: Rabbi Elazar said, "And of the one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five shekels he made hooks (Heb. 
vavim) for the pillars." HE ASKS: Why did he make hooks? AND HE 
ANSWERS: For they were in the shape of 'Vav', NAMELY, THEY 
WERE DRAWN FROM THE CENTRAL COLUMN CALLED 'VAV'. And 
he overlaid their capitals with gold, and they of themselves were 
silver, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF CHASSADIM. And their capitals, 
THAT IS, THEIR FIRST THREE SFIROT, are overlaid with gold, THE 
SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH CALLED 'GOLD'. 
HE EXPLAINS: Each Vav is of the side of Mercy, NAMELY, FROM 
ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, and all were known 
above through reckoning, IN THE SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION 
OF CHOCHMAH. Since they come from the side of Mercy, WHICH IS 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN, they are called 'Vav's (Heb. vavim)'. And 
the rest OF THE SFIROT IN THEM are suspended from them. The 
Vav's are made solely of silver and gold together, TO INCLUDE THE 
TWO COLUMNS RIGHT AND LEFT, CHASSADIM AND THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH. For this reason they are called the 
'Vavvim of the pillars'. What are the pillars? They are explained in the 
verse, "The two pillars" (I Melachim 7:20), NETZACH AND HOD, since 
they are outside the body, TIFERET, downward.
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119. Rabbi Yitzchak said: I am not sure whether this is a holy or a 
mundane work, since it is written, "And of the thousand," the same 
as in "you, Solomon, may have the one thousand" (Shir Hashirim 
8:12). As in the latter, 'thousand' is secular, so here it pertains to 
mundane matters.
 

 

120. He said to him: This is not so, for if it were secular, no hooks 
would have been made from it. Also, there it is written "thousand" 
and no more, and here it is written, "And of the one thousand seven 
hundred seventy-five." THEREFORE, THE TWO MAY NOT BE 
COMPARED. That thousand pertains to the secular, as it is written, 
"You, Solomon, may have the thousand." It is secular, because all 
that is mundane is not of the side of holiness at all, but pertains to 
impurity. Hence, the Havdalah (Eng. 'separation') between holiness 
and the mundane. This is the secret of the words "and that you may 
differentiate between holy and secular, and between unclean and 
clean" (Vayikra 10:10).
 

 

121. But though we separate holiness from unholiness (lit. 'secular'), 
nevertheless PROFANITY has one portion of holiness, from the left 
side OF HOLINESS. Therefore, "you, Solomon, may have the 
thousand" refers to the thousand days of unholiness, the days of 
exile. As there are a thousand days of holiness, so there are a 
thousand days to the Other Side. The friends mentioned here that 
the days of exile amount to a thousand years.
 

 

122. And therefore, there is a thousand and a thousand, A 
THOUSAND OF HOLINESS AND A THOUSAND OF DEFILEMENT, the 
thousand years of exile. And though Yisrael may be in exile longer 
THAN A THOUSAND YEARS, it is considered to continue for one 
thousand years SINCE THEY DO NOT CORRECT THEM, which are 
the thousand days we mentioned. For that reason it was said that 
every mention of Solomon in Shir Hashirim pertains to holiness save 
this verse, "YOU, SOLOMON, MAY HAVE THE THOUSAND." But the 
thousand mentioned here OF THE HOOKS FOR THE PILLARS is 
sacred and all that is made thereof is sacred. Therefore, he used 
them to make hooks for the pillars.
 

 

123. Come and see: We have said that each and every Vav is in the 
secret of Mercy, and wherever there is Vav in the Holy Name there is 
Mercy. For example "And (=Vav) Hashem (Yud Hei Vav Hei) rained 
upon S'dom" (Beresheet 19:24), "And (Vav) Hashem said to 
Abram" (Beresheet 13:14). This indicates the merging of Mercy and 
Judgment. The difference in the account of the flood is that the name 
Elohim is used instead of "And Hashem." And we learned that 
wherever it is written, "And Hashem," it is INDICATION OF Him, ZEIR 
ANPIN, and His courthouse, MALCHUT. And if it is written just 
Elohim, it is Judgment alone.
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124. Rather in S'dom Judgment was executed, but not to destroy the 
world. That is why ZEIR ANPIN is mingled with Judgment, MEANING 
THAT IT IS TEMPERED BY MERCY. But at the time of the flood the 
whole world perished, together with its inhabitants. THAT IS WHY 
THE NAME ELOHIM IS MENTIONED THERE, TO INDICATE 
JUDGMENT ALONE, NOT TEMPERED BY MERCY. And if you say 
that Noah and those with him were saved, it is because he was 
hidden from sight, and was not seen IN THE WORLD FOR HE WAS 
INSIDE THE ARK. But all that was in the world perished.
 

 

125. Therefore, "And Hashem" is revealed and does not destroy 
everything. And if it is written Elohim, it is concealed, and we should 
take care for it destroys everything. Therefore, AT THE FLOOD, only 
Elohim was present. This is the secret of "Hashem sat enthroned at 
the flood" (Tehilim 29:10). What is the meaning of "sat"? Were it not 
for that verse, we would not have been able to tell, for "sat" MEANS 
THAT He sat alone, ON HIS OWN, and was not united with the 
Judgment OF THE FLOOD. The word "sat" is the same as in "he 
shall sit alone" (Vayikra 13:46), IN THE ONE CASE HE SITS ALONE, 
AND SO IN THE OTHER.
  

126. And we learned a secret. The Holy One, blessed be He is 
concealed and revealed, NAMELY, CONCEALED FROM THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, FOR IT SHINES THROUGH 
CHASSADIM ALONE, AND REVEALED IN THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH. Revealed is the court below, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
WHEREIN CHOCHMAH ILLUMINATES; concealed is the place 
whence all blessings issue, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. Therefore, when 
the utterances of man are in secrecy, blessings are upon him. And 
when they are revealed, that place of the court house is upon him, 
since he is in an open place, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And everything is 
in the high secret as above.
 

 

127. "While the king was reclining at his board" (Shir Hashirim 1:12), 
namely joining and delighting in the supernal Eden, THE SUPERNAL 
CHOCHMAH, DRAWN TO BINAH by that unknown and concealed 
path WHICH IS YESOD OF ABA. It is filled thereof and emerges into 
certain brooks, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD OF BINAH. "My nard 
sent forth its fragrance" (Ibid.) alludes to the last sea, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, that created the lower world, MALCHUT, as a reflection of 
above, BINAH, and diffused a sweet loft perfume, THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, by which to rule and act. And it is 
able and rules and shines by the supernal light.
  

128. Come and see: While the nard sends an odor upwards, THE 
SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, love is united, 
NAMELY, CONJUGAL LOVE COMING FROM THE LEFT. This nard 
rises to be joined above, THAT IS, TO SHINE FROM BELOW 
UPWARD. And all the holy Chariots RECEIVE FROM THAT NARD 
AND send forth odors to be adorned above, NAMELY, TO 
ILLUMINATE FROM BELOW UPWARD AS IS THE NATURE OF 
ODORS. These Chariots are called 'maidens of song', as it is written, 
"upon maidens of song" (Tehilim 46:1), and this was explained. What 
are these maidens of song? They are "maidens without 
number" (Shir Hashirim 6:8), as "Is there any number to His 
armies?" (Iyov 25:3), NUMBER MEANING THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH. And because they are without number, WHICH IS 
CHOCHMAH, therefore, it is written, "and maidens without number" 
FOR THERE IS NO ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH IN THEM. THEY 
ARE THEREFORE CALLED 'MAIDENS' (HEB. ALAMOT), DERIVED 
FROM 'NOT REVEALED' (HEB. HE'ALEM), AND ARE IN NEED OF 
RECEIVING THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH FROM THE NARD.
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129. The "hooks for the pillars" are all male, for they are drawn from 
ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS MALE. They ascend with the dignity of 
anointing oil upward, TO ZEIR ANPIN, where they stand in the secret 
of males. And only the Vav is considered male, which is the secret of 
heaven, ZEIR ANPIN, being male. And all those below, NAMELY IN 
MALCHUT are considered females. For that reason, those that come 
from the left, NAMELY from the female, WHICH IS MALCHUT, are 
assigned to sing, and they sing always. Therefore, it is written, 
"upon maidens of song." All are issued in the secret of 'Hei', WHICH 
IS MALCHUT. Hei issued many kinds of armies by the secret of Vav, 
FOR THEY ARE MALE. Vav is the secret of the male who is to give 
food to the female, WHICH IS MALCHUT.
 

 

130. For that reason, all the hooks made by Betzalel, WERE MADE to 
let them dwell upon the female, WHICH IS MALCHUT. They are 
issued by the secret of thousand, which is a complete reckoning, 
NAMELY, CHOCHMAH CALLED 'RECKONING'. The seven hundred 
are a whole secret, NAMELY, THE SEVEN SFIROT CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT OF 
BINAH WHOSE SFIROT ARE NUMBERED BY HUNDREDS. Five is 
also a whole secret, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH AND HOD OF MALCHUT, WHOSE SFIROT ARE COUNTED 
BY SINGLE UNITS. Seventy ARE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHOSE 
SFIROT ARE COUNTED BY TENS. And all pertain to one mystery. 
From that secret and that counting he made the hooks, and all are 
according to the secret of the Vav, MEANING FROM THE ASPECT OF 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN, with the shape of Vav, and they were all 
formed according to the high mystery and counting.
 

 

 
 
17. Each order contains three 
Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Yosi talk about King Nebuchadnezzar who made the image that he saw in his dream, that had a head of gold and silver and 
brass. Rabbi Yosi says the mystery of the Tabernacle is in these three metals. Discussion ensues of the numbers three and four, some things being 
found in the tabernacle in groups of two or three or four or even one. But three is the most important, since there are three orders that spread into 
the four directions of the world. An extended explanation follows of the significance of all the 22 letters of the alphabet plus those 5 letters that are 
different at the end of words, and how they move and interact and represent various Sfirot. The letters are also divided into male and female letters, 
the males comprising the waters above and the females comprising the waters below, making a complete unity. The numbers three, nine and 27 are 
heavily emphasized, as are the four directions.

131. "And the brass of the offering was seventy talents" (Shemot 
38:29). Rabbi Yehuda said: It all came down in the high shape of the 
secret of the Faith, WHICH IS MALCHUT. Evil Nebuchadnezzar did 
the same when he made the image, FOR "ELOHIM HAS MADE THE 
ONE AS WELL AS THE OTHER" (KOHELET 7:14). Rabbi Yosi said 
that he did not make it, only saw in his dream AN IMAGE WHOSE 
head was gold and then silver and then brass. And if you say that 
there were iron and clay IN THE IMAGE, but not in the Tabernacle, 
this is because they are not worthy to be a part of holiness. The 
other three, GOLD, SILVER, AND BRASS, CHESED, GVURAH AND 
TIFERET, were.
 

 

132. The mystery of the Tabernacle is in these three metals, GOLD, 
SILVER AND BRASS. In other THINGS there were four, 
CORRESPONDING TO CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT. 
For example: blue, MALCHUT; purple, TIFERET; scarlet, GVURAH; 
and fine linen, CHESED, or the four rows of stones, 
CORRESPONDING TO CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT.
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133. Rabbi Yehuda said: Some of them are in three's, some in four's, 
some in two's and some in one's. Nevertheless, each order contains 
but three. There are three orders, spread to the winds, the four 
directions of the world. In each order in each direction there are 
other three orders. This was explained.
 

 

134. HE EXPLAINS: The first order on the east side, WHICH IS 
TIFERET, consists of three orders, NAMELY, THE THREE COLUMNS. 
There are nine orders altogether since each of the three orders, 
THAT IS, EACH OF THE THREE COLUMNS, is comprised of three 
orders, THE THREE COLUMNS COMPRISED OF ONE ANOTHER. In 
all, there are nine, namely, THE NINE COLUMNS. And many 
thousands and tens of thousands of grades are found beneath them! 
These nine orders, THE THREE COLUMNS, EACH COLUMN 
CONSISTING OF THREE, all conduct themselves in accordance with 
the written letters, THE 27 LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET: THE 22 
LETTERS TOGETHER WITH THE FIVE FINAL LETTERS (AT THE END 
OF WORDS) MEM, NUN, TZADY, PE AND CAF, THAT ARE DOUBLED. 
And every order, EACH COLUMN, looks upon those written letters 
TO RECEIVE PLENITUDE FROM THE 27 LETTERS CONNECTED TO 
IT. This is true for each and every order, EACH AND EVERY 
COLUMN, and all travel by the written letters, the ones above the 
others and standing the ones upon the others.
 

 

135. And when these letters soar in the air of the direction in charge, 
all the letters travel, as was explained. And one letter kicks from 
below, and goes up, and down. Two letters soar above it, ABOVE 
THE MIDDLE LETTER, and the MIDDLE letter below goes upward, 
THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN RISING TO BINAH, AND JOINING THE 
RIGHT AND LEFT COLUMNS OF BINAH. It joins them and together 
they become three letters, according to the three letters Yud, Hei, 
Vav, within the shining mirror, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, YUD BEING 
OF THE RIGHT, HEI OF THE LEFT AND VAV OF THE MIDDLE. They 
are divided into three orders, NAMELY, THREE COLUMNS, two 
letters and one letter rising, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN RISING TO 
BINAH. It rises and joins them so they become three.
 

 

136. Come and see: The two supernal letters rising in the air, THE 
RIGHT LETTER AND THE LEFT LETTER, are comprised the one 
within the other, Chesed and Judgment, THE RIGHT ONE BEING 
CHESED AND THE LEFT BEING JUDGMENT. That is the reason there 
are two, and they are from the Supernal World, NAMELY, RIGHT AND 
LEFT OF BINAH, in the secret of the male, FOR THEY ARE 
CONSIDERED TO BE MALE. FOR BINAH IS THE WORLD OF THE 
MALE, and the MIDDLE letter that rises and joins them, AND UNITES 
THE TWO, is a female. And it is included in both of them.
 

 

137. As the female, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is comprised on both 
sides, right and left OF ZEIR ANPIN and joins them, IN THE SECRET 
OF "HIS LEFT HAND IS UNDER MY HEAD, AND HIS RIGHT HAND 
EMBRACES ME" (SHIR HASHIRIM 2:6), so the female MIDDLE letter 
is united with the other two letters, of the two sides, RIGHT AND 
LEFT. These TWO LETTERS are superior, FROM BINAH, and these, 
THE MIDDLE ONES THAT JOIN EVERY TWO SUPERIOR LETTERS, 
are from below, FROM ZEIR ANPIN. All is one, male and female, FOR 
ALL THE UPPER TWO LETTERS ARE MALES AND EACH LETTER 
UNITING THEM, RISING FROM BELOW IS FEMALE.
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138. For when the world was created, NAMELY, WHEN BINAH 
EMANATED ZEIR ANPIN CALLED 'WORLD', these TWO letters, THE 
RIGHT AND LEFT from the upper world, BINAH, issued all that is 
below, IN ZEIR ANPIN, in their very shapes. BUT THE MIDDLE 
LETTER HAS NO NEW SHAPE, EXCEPT THAT IT UNITES THE RIGHT 
AND LEFT. And whoever knows them and is careful about them, is 
beloved above and beloved below.
  

139. Rabbi Shimon said: All these letters, THE 27 LETTERS OF THE 
ALPHABET, are male and female, SOME ARE MALE, AND SOME 
FEMALE. THE MALES are comprised within the waters of above, and 
THE FEMALES ARE COMPRISED within the waters of below, and all 
is one. This is a complete unity. Therefore, whoever knows of and is 
careful about them, happy is he in this world and happy in the World 
to Come. This is the principal part of the unity, properly complete. 
There are three on each and every side, NAMELY, THE LETTERS 
ARE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS OF THREE, TWO MALES ABOVE AND 
ONE FEMALE BELOW IN THE MIDDLE. They are in one unity, FOR 
THE RIGHT AND LEFT SIDES ARE UNITED BY THE MIDDLE IN ONE 
UNITY, and so all is in wholeness. And all are the mystery of the 
supernal order, IN BINAH, as ought to be, a reflection of above, 
where there is one order consisting of three in one mystery.
 

 

140. The second order is on the south side, CHESED. There are three 
orders to that order, THE THREE COLUMNS, three in each, EACH 
COLUMN CONSISTS OF THREE. Altogether there are nine, as was 
said ABOUT THE EAST SIDE. The letters are divided similarly among 
all the sides, RIGHT, LEFT AND MIDDLE, THE SAME AS IN THE 
EAST, in order to unite everything together. Since there are female 
letters and male letters and they all join to become as one, they are 
one in the mystery of the complete Holy Name, WHICH IS YUD-HEI-
VAV. The appointed orders, THE GROUPS OF THREE, as was said 
ABOUT THE EAST SIDE, all issue from the order of the patriarchs 
above, THE THREE COLUMNS OF BINAH, according to the order of 
the letters Yud-Hei-Vav in the Holy Name, as we said. These nine 
orders are all according to certain letters, THE THREE GROUPS OF 
THREE LETTERS, RIGHT, LEFT AND MIDDLE AS ON THE EAST 
SIDE. And the letters drive them. And many armies and tens of 
thousands of angels below, all travel according to that order.
 

 

141. The third order is on the north side, GVURAH. There are three 
orders to that direction, nine altogether, for in each of the three 
orders there are three, NAMELY, THREE COLUMNS FOR EVERY 
COLUMN COMPRISED OF THREE COLUMNS, and they are nine. 
These orders are on three sides, RIGHT, LEFT, AND MIDDLE, ALL, as 
we said, LIKE ON THE EAST AND SOUTH SIDES.
 

 

142. There are 27 ORDERS in the mystery of the 27 letters. And 
though there are only 22 letters IN THE ALPHABET, in completeness, 
TOGETHER WITH FINAL MEM, NUN, TZADIK , PE AND CAF, they are 
27. It is found, then, that just as there are 27 letters, so is the order of 
these orders, 27, three orders in every direction, OF THE THREE 
DIRECTIONS, EAST, SOUTH AND NORTH. Hence, the three of the 
one direction, SOUTH, are nine, EACH OF THE THREE COLUMNS 
COMPRISED OF THREE, AND TOGETHER THERE ARE NINE. The 
three of another direction, NORTH, are nine, and the three of yet 
another direction, EAST, are nine. Thus, there are 27 altogether.
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143. The secret of there being 27 letters is, that nine letters are in the 
secret of the female. They are united with eighteen other letters in 
the secret of the male. And all is as should be.
 

 

144. Come and see: Like the letters in the upper world, BINAH, so are 
the other letters below, IN MALCHUT. The upper letters IN BINAH are 
big, and the lower letters IN MALCHUT are small. The one is like the 
other, FOR ALL THAT APPLIES FOR THE LETTERS IN BINAH, 
APPLIES ALSO FOR THE LETTERS IN MALCHUT. ALSO, all the 
secrets of male and female OF THE LETTERS APPLY TO THEM. And 
all is a whole unity. Therefore, WHATEVER IS IN MALCHUT is in the 
high secret IN BINAH.
  

 
 
18. Forty-five kinds of lights 
From Beresheet we read about how the world is divided into 45 kinds of lights. It tells about the seven Sfirot divided into seven abysses, stones that 
roll into the abyss and are pierced by light and then filled with water. We read about the darknesses, the pipes, tendons and nets, two chairs, the 
black firmament and the colored firmament, the seven colors and the seven seas.

145. The world, MALCHUT, is divided into 45 kinds of lights. (This 
article is in Beresheet 269 - 280).
 

 

146. The seven SFIROT CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, 
HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT are divided into seven abysses. Each 
strikes its abyss, and stones roll into it. A light penetrates those 
stones, WHICH ARE VEILS, and pierces them. Water penetrates them 
and they sink into the abyss. The water covers the two aspects OF 
THE ABYSS.
 

 

147. The water oozes through the holes, and light enters THROUGH 
THEM and strikes the four sides of the abyss. The lights are 
combined in each other and merge into one, and the water is divided.
 

 

148. And the seven SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN grasp the seven abysses 
and dig into the darkness therein. The darknesses intermingles, and 
the waters come up, and go and roll down by means of the lights. 
The lights mingle with the darkness, to become unseen dark lights.
 

 

149. All the sides OF ZEIR ANPIN strike and are divided into 75 pipes 
of the abyss, wherein water is drawn.
 

 

150. Every pipe OF ZEIR ANPIN raises its voice, and the abysses 
shudder. And when that voice is heard, each abyss calls its fellow, 
saying 'divide your waters so I may enter you'. This is the meaning 
of "Deep calls to deep at the noise of Your cataracts" (Tehilim 42:8).
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151. Underneath THE PIPES, there are 365 tendons, some white, 
some black, and some red. They are mingled into one color. These 
tendons are woven into seventeen nets, and each net is called 
'tendons'. They interweave and descend into the bottom of the 
abyss. Beneath them there are two nets, one of the appearance of 
iron, the other of copper.
 

 

152. Two chairs stand upon them, one to the right and one to the left. 
All the nets are merged together, and the water goes down by the 
pipes and into the nets. Of these two chairs, one is of the black 
firmament and the other of the colorful firmament. When they 
ascend, they ascend by way of the chair of the black firmament and 
when they descend, they do so by way of the colorful firmament.
 

 

153. These two chairs are one on the right and one on the left. The 
chair of the black firmament, NETZACH, is on the right, and the chair 
of the colorful firmament, HOD, is on the left. When THE LIGHTS 
mount by way of the chair of the black firmament, the chair of the left 
firmament descends, AND THE LIGHTS descend through it, FROM 
ABOVE DOWNWARD.
 

 

154. The chairs are united, grasp all the nets and put them in the 
lowest part of the lowest abyss.
 

 

155. One chair stands and rises above all the abysses and the other 
chair stands down beneath the abysses. Between the two chairs all 
the abysses whirl and the pipes are fastened between the two chairs.
 

 

156. There are 75 pipes, seven of which are superior to the others, 
and the rest are included in them. They are all fastened to the wheels 
of the chair on this side, and fastened to the wheels of the chair on 
that side.
 

 

157. The waters go up and down the chairs. On the way down, they 
dig into the abysses and cleave them asunder. On the way up, they 
enter the holes in the stones, rise and fill in seven seas. Thus far, the 
seven colors of lights in the supernal mystery.
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19. "mountains of brass" 
Rabbi Shimon speaks about the brass that is used in the building of the Tabernacle for the sockets and the ministering vessels of the altar and the 
brass clasps. He says this is 'wave brass' that is called "mountains of brass," and that they are the male and female of brightness (Nogah). The 
'brass sockets' are compared to sentries, who guard what is inside the gates yet stand outside the gates. The 'ministering vessels of the altar' are so 
called because they help the souls to serve. Rabbi Shimon also tells us about how the gold in the temple is connected to the gold above, Gvurah, 
the silver to the silver above, Chesed, and the brass to the brass above, Tiferet. The colors intermingle and become united, the gold clasps bind the 
curtains together and the brass clasps bind the Tabernacle together. The clasps shine like the blazing stars in the sky, and the fifty clasps of gold 
and the fifty clasps of brass face each other and shine.

158. Come and see: The wave brass we mentioned is the brass 
mountains, CALLED "mountains of brass" (Zecharyah 6:1), FOR 
THERE ARE TWO MOUNTAINS, MALE AND FEMALE. And they are 
called 'brass sockets'. There are sentries of the gates around all the 
gates. They guard those who are inside, and being sentries of the 
gates, they stand outside. They come and go out of the King's 
abode, NAMELY, MALCHUT.
 

 

159. Out of this brass, all the ministering vessels of the altar are 
made. They are ministering vessels of the altar, for when the souls 
approach the altar, WHICH IS MALCHUT, they minister the service of 
the altar. They all help THE SOULS to serve, and are called 
'ministering vessels of the altar'. All the vessels and all the pegs of 
the Tabernacle, WHICH ARE ALSO OUTSIDE IT, are all called 
'vessels of service' that serve the sanctuary. Upon them stand all the 
appointed chieftains, appointed Chariots, and appointed spirits. 
Each one is in its appropriate PLACE. The temples of holiness are all 
known and subject to accounting, NAMELY, IN THE SECRET OF THE 
VERSE, "THAT BRINGS OUT THEIR HOST BY 
NUMBER" (YESHAYAH 40:26).
 

 

160. The gold IN THE TABERNACLE is connected to the gold 
ABOVE, WHICH IS GVURAH; the silver to the silver ABOVE, WHICH 
IS CHESED; and the brass OF THE TABERNACLE to the brass 
ABOVE, WHICH IS TIFERET. FOR the brasses below, draw strength 
from the brass of above, WHICH IS TIFERET. And so all the colors 
intermingle and become united and bound to one another.
  

161. The gold clasps bind the curtains OF BLUE, PURPLE...to one 
another, ONE COUPLING TO ANOTHER. The brass clasps bind 
together the Tabernacle, THE CURTAINS OF GOATS' HAIR. These 
are facing these. They are all like the stars in the sky. As the stars 
shine and are seen in the sky, so the clasps shine within the 
Tabernacle. We have already explained that. And the clasps are 
shining like glittering stars that stand out. The fifty clasps of gold 
and the fifty of brass shine, facing each other.
 

 

 
 
20. Sacred robes 
Rabbi Shimon describes how the sacred robes of Michael, the High Priest, were made from the supernal light that sparked off purple and blue. In the 
same way that Michael does not enter the sanctuary until he is robed, Moses did not go up into the mountain before he donned the cloud, as in: 
"Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and went up into the mountain." These garments are called 'uniforms' since they were made from the 
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residue of the supernal lights. It is because the High Priest wears the robe that he is allowed to enter the temple. Rabbi Shimon talks about "Yisrael 
is holy to Hashem, His 0first fruits of the increase," saying that "Yisrael is holy" because all the colors are in Yisrael and the colors are the Priests, 
the Levites and Yisrael itself. They are also the colors of Chesed, Gvurah and Tiferet - white, red and green. We learn that the soul does not ascend 
until it is worthy of donning the highest garments, and that the soul does not descend to earth until it wears the clothes of this world. This is also 
true of the holy angels when they have a mission here. When Adam and Eve were still in the Garden of Eden they wore clothes of celestial light, but 
when they were driven out they wore the clothes of this world: "Hashem Elohim made for Adam and for his wife coats of skins, and clothed them." 
Rabbi Shimon repeats that man's raiment of the next world is made from the good deeds he performs in this world, as they draw light from the 
supreme radiance. To summarize, the reason that the soul has special garments in the two worlds is so that it has wholeness, both in the world 
below and the world above.

162. Out of the supernal light, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN, a spark shines 
out and into the mirror, which does not shine, NAMELY, SHINES 
UPON MALCHUT. This spark is comprised of all the illuminating 
colors, and is called 'purple'. When purple strikes, GIVING PLENTY 
TO that darkened light, WHICH IS MALCHUT, another spark, not as 
glowing, comes out, WHICH IS BLUE. They intermingle, and form the 
sacred robes which Michael, the High Priest, donned.
 

 

163. AND WHEN MICHAEL is attired with these glorious robes, he 
enters to minister in the sanctuary. He does not enter the sanctuary 
before he is thus attired. In the same manner "Moses went into the 
midst of the cloud, and went up into the mountain" (Shemot 24:18). 
We learned that Moses donned a cloud, and then went up into the 
mountain, for he could not go up the mountain before he donned the 
cloud. The High Priest also did not enter the sanctuary before he put 
on these robes.
 

 

164. Since they emanate from high principles, and are a reflection of 
above, they are called 'uniforms' (Heb. serad), FROM RESIDUE (HEB. 
SARID). For they are the residue of the supernal garments, being 
made of what was left of the light of the supernal splendors. Blue, 
MALCHUT, and purple, ZEIR ANPIN, are the colors of the Holy Name, 
that is considered a full name, Yud Hei Vav Hei Elohim. FOR YUD HEI 
VAV HEI IS THE SECRET OF PURPLE, AND ELOHIM THE SECRET 
OF BLUE. This is the secret of what the High Priest wears when he 
enters the sanctuary: the scarlet is the red color, CORRESPONDING 
TO GVURAH, and blue and purple, CORRESPONDING TO MALCHUT 
AND ZEIR ANPIN, which are comprised of all these colors. And since 
the High Priest wears garments of these colors, he enters inside and 
is not ejected outside.
 

 

165. Come and see: All is done in the secret of the Faith, NAMELY, IN 
THE GRADES OF MALCHUT CALLED 'FAITH', so as to reflect what is 
above. Therefore it is written, "the uniforms for service in the holy 
place" (Shemot 39:41). They are called 'holy garments' only when 
these colors are in them as it is written, "these are holy 
garment" (Vayikra 16:4), and, "Yisrael is holy to Hashem, the first 
fruits of His increase" (Yirmeyah 2:3). "Yisrael is holy" since all the 
colors are seen in Yisrael, WHICH ARE the Priests, Levites, and 
Yisrael. THEY ARE THE COLORS OF CHESED, GVURAH AND 
TIFERET, WHITE, RED AND GREEN. THE PRIESTS ARE WHITE, THE 
LEVITES RED AND YISRAEL GREEN. These are the colors that are 
seen inside THE SANCTUARY.
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166. Come and see: The soul does not go up to be seen before the 
Holy King, before it is worthy of donning the garments of above so it 
may be seen there. In the same manner, it does not descend to 
below, until it wears the clothes of this world.
 

 

167. It is the same with the holy angels of above, of which it is 
written, "who makes the winds His messengers, the flames of fire 
His ministers" (Tehilim 104:4). When they have a mission in this 
world, they do not descend until they wear the clothes of this world. 
Everything is according to the place visited. And we explained that 
the soul does not ascend unless it dons the luminous garment.
 

 

168. Come and see: When Adam was in the Garden of Eden, he wore 
a garment looking like the supernal garment, a clothing of celestial 
light. When he was driven away from there, he needed the colors of 
this world, as it is written, "Hashem Elohim made for Adam and for 
his wife coats of skins, and clothed them" (Beresheet 3:21). Before 
that they were coats of light, of the supernal light, which ministered 
in the Garden of Eden.
 

 

169. Since in the Garden of Eden, the supernal shining light served 
him; therefore, when Adam entered the Garden of Eden, the Holy 
One, blessed be He gave him a raiment of that light and led him in. 
And he could not enter before wearing that raiment of light. Since he 
was driven thence, he needed another garment. Then "Hashem 
Elohim made for Adam and for his wife coats of skins, and clothed 
them." All is as it should be. In the same manner, the uniforms were 
made for the service in the holy place, to bring him there.
 

 

170. And we established that the good deeds man performs in this 
world draw light from the supreme radiance and fix him a raiment of 
that world so he may be seen before the Holy One, blessed be He. 
And by that clothing which he dons, he has pleasure and looks into 
the shining mirror, as it is said, "to behold the beauty of Hashem, 
and to inquire in His temple" (Tehilim 27:4).
 

 

171. For that reason the soul dons special garments for the two 
worlds, so it may have wholeness in all, in this world below and in 
the world above. Therefore it is written, "Surely the righteous shall 
give thanks to Your Name, the upright shall dwell in Your 
Presence" (Tehilim 140:14) - "Surely the righteous shall give thanks 
to Your Name" in this world, and "the upright shall dwell in Your 
Presence" in that world.
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21. Breastplate and Efod 
Rabbi Yosi says that the Efod and the breastplate are the combination of Malchut and Zeir Anpin. He talks about the twelve stones on the 
breastplate that have inscribed on them the names of the children of Yisrael, and the twelve combinations of Yud Hei Vav Hei along with the 
supernal twelve tribes above. We hear an explanation of the verse: "there went the tribes," and learn that 'tribes' refers to the supernal twelve tribes 
above; these are the tribes of Yah, for 'Yah' means 'testimony'. Rabbi Chiya draws a distinction between the tribes below and the tribes above. We 
hear that when Jacob went to Haran, "he took some of the stones of the place, and put them under his head." These are the twelve holy stones, and 
all of them became one stone as in: "and this stone, that I have set for a pillar." The High Priest carries the stones always on his heart, in order to 
remember them forever. The twelve supernal stones are the secret of the Torah. We learn that the Shechinah is being referred to as a "stone of 
Yisrael," that is rolled into exile, until "They...put the stone back upon the well's mouth in its place" at the time of redemption. We read a description 
of many kinds of stones and their relationship to the Sfirot and the directions and the tribes, followed by the information that in all the names of the 
tribes the letters Chet and Tet are not used because they are the letters in 'Sin'. Rabbi Shimon explains to Rabbi Aba about the meaning of 'Urim' 
and 'Tumim', comparing them to the Tfilin and the knot of Tfilin. He says the 'Urim' are the face, and 'Tumim' are the back, and this is the secret of 
sound and speech, for the speech completes the word, and they are inseparable as are the breastplate and the Efod. Rabbi Shimon tells how things 
are often hidden by mentioning the less significant part, so sometimes the Efod is mentioned without the breastplate. In the same way the hidden 
significant name of Yud Hei Vav Hei is not referred to, the name mentioned is Adonai. There is an internal hidden part to everything. Rabbi Shimon 
turns to the question of why Gabriel is depicted as "the man clothed in linen," and says that Gavriel was appointed as a messenger to this world and 
must therefore wear the clothing of this world. He uses the analogy of the breastplate in front and the Efod behind to clarify how God created male 
and female from Adam. We learn that Eve bore Cain as the offspring of the serpent, and that is why Cain was the first to bring death into the world. 
Rabbi Shimon says he found in ancient books that when Cain killed Abel he bit him with serpent bites, this drew out his soul until he died. When 
Adam saw that Cain had killed Abel he separated from his wife for a hundred and thirty years, saying that he didn't wish to be a father any longer. At 
that time unholy female spirits came and mated with him, and he produced spirits and demons called 'the plagues of men'. After this he learned 
jealousy, and returned to mate with Eve who produced Seth. Seth was the first of his children that was exactly like him. Rabbi Shimon then turns his 
explanation back to the breastplate and the Efod, and says that the High Priest's face shone and the letters on the stones stood out, illuminating his 
face. The four rings that connect the breastplate to the Efod are the secret of the Chariots that connect the side below to the side above. The two 
rings in the breastplate are the secret of the beasts while the two rings in the Efod are the secret of the wheels. As they are connected, so are 
Yetzirah and Asiyah, as in: "And when the living creatures moved, the wheels went by them: and when the living creatures were lifted up from the 
earth, the wheels were lifted up." Rabbi Shimon concludes by reiterating how the lower world is connected to the upper world in all things, and that 
this is the secret of the construction of the Tabernacle.

172. "And he made the Efod of gold" (Shemot 39:2), this was already 
explained. Rabbi Yosi said: The Efod (Eng. 'priestly garment') and 
the breastplate were as one. FOR THE EFOD IS THE SECRET OF 
MALCHUT, AND THE BREASTPLATE IS ZEIR ANPIN. It was 
established that in a place that maintains, NAMELY, WHERE THERE 
ARE WHOLE MOCHIN, are found the twelve stones, with the names 
of the children of Yisrael upon them. And they are the twelve high 
borders, NAMELY, THE TWELVE COMBINATIONS OF YUD HEI VAV 
HEI, THE SECRET OF CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT 
EACH INCLUDING THREE COLUMNS, TWELVE ALTOGETHER. All of 
them are in the secret of the tribes of Yisrael. FOR THE TWELVE 
TRIBES OF YISRAEL ARE ALSO IN THE SECRET OF THE TWELVE 
COMBINATIONS OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, TRANSMITTED TO MALCHUT.
 

 

173. This is the secret of the verse, "there went the tribes, the tribes 
of Yah, as a testimony of Yisrael, to give thanks to the Name of 
Hashem" (Tehilim 122:4). For "there went the tribes" refers to the 
supernal twelve tribes above, NAMELY THE TWELVE BORDERS OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, THE ROOTS OF THE TWELVE TRIBES, AS SAID. And 
these are the tribes of Yah, for this name YUD-HEI is a testimony of 
Yisrael, A TESTIMONY BEING THE SECRET OF THE FIRST THREE 
SFIROT.
 

 

174. Rabbi Chiya said: 'tribes' is written twice, "...THE TRIBES, THE 
TRIBES OF YAH." "There went the tribes" refers to the tribes below 
IN MALCHUT. "The tribes of Yah" are the tribes above IN ZEIR 
ANPIN. "A testimony of Yisrael" is the secret of the supernal Holy 
Name, YAH, called 'testimony', as it is said: "and My testimony that I 
shall teach them" (Tehilim 132:12). THEREFORE, THERE ARE THE 
NAMES OF THE TWELVE TRIBES IN THE BREASTPLATE, THE 
COUNTERPART OF ZEIR ANPIN, AND THERE ARE THE NAMES OF 
THE TWELVE TRIBES IN THE EFOD, THE COUNTERPART OF 
MALCHUT. The twelve supernal holy tribes IN ZEIR ANPIN are the 
twelve holy stones IN THE BREASTPLATE. They are therefore IN 
THE BREASTPLATE below, as the ones above, and the names of the 
twelve tribes are engraved upon the stones, carried by the High 
Priest.
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175. Come and see: When Jacob went to Charan, "he took some of 
the stones of the place, and put them under his head" (Beresheet 
28:11). These are the twelve holy stones, CORRESPONDING TO THE 
TWELVE TRIBES IN MALCHUT, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET AND MALCHUT, EACH INCLUDING THREE COLUMNS, and 
all of them became one stone, as it is written, "and this stone, which 
I have set for a pillar" (Ibid. 22). Why does he call it a stone? 
Because the twelve stones became the one holy stone, superior to 
them, NAMELY MALCHUT CALLED 'A STONE', as it is written, "and 
this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be Elohim's house." 
THEREFORE, THE ASPECT OF THE TWELVE TRIBES IN IT IS ALSO 
CALLED 'STONES'.
 

 

176. For that reason the High Priest carries it always on his heart, to 
remember them forever, as it is written, "And Aaron shall bear the 
names of the children of Yisrael...upon his heart, for a memorial 
before Hashem, continually" (Shemot 28:29). Everything is in the 
secret of twelve. There are twelve supernal STONES, hidden above, 
stored in the high and holy secret, ZEIR ANPIN. They are the secret 
of the Torah, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN CALLED 'TORAH', and emanate 
from one thin voice, WHICH IS BINAH. This was established, there 
are twelve other stones, stored below, IN MALCHUT. They resemble 
the ones above IN ZEIR ANPIN and emanate from another voice, 
stone, as it is written, "the shepherd, the Stone of 
Yisrael" (Beresheet 49:24), NAMELY, MALCHUT.
 

 

177. The secret of this verse is explained by the scripture, "and there 
were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the stone from the well's 
mouth" (Beresheet 29:3). This refers to the Shechinah called 'a tried 
stone', "a stone of Yisrael." It is rolled into exile, and "they...put the 
stone back upon the well's mouth in its place" (Ibid.), AT THE TIME 
OF REDEMPTION. THE GRADES ISSUING FROM IT are all named 
after it, stones.
 

 

178. There are many KINDS OF stones. There are stones and there 
are stones. Some stones are the foundation of the house, NAMELY, 
MALCHUT OF THE ASPECT OF CHOCHMAH CALLED 'HOUSE', THE 
SECRET OF THE VERSE, "THROUGH WISDOM A HOUSE IS 
BUILT" (MISHLEI 24:3), as it is written, "And the king commanded, 
and they carried great stones, costly stones to lay the foundation of 
the house with hewn stones" (I Melachim 5:31). THE CHOCHMAH 
AND BINAH IN IT ARE CALLED 'GREAT STONES', COSTLY STONES. 
And there are high precious stones, twelve in number, in four orders, 
three to each, towards the four directions. THEY ARE CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT, EACH INCLUDING THREE 
COLUMNS, AND ALTOGETHER TWELVE. So there were four 
standards marching in the desert, the twelve tribes, three to each 
direction of the world, TO THE EAST WERE JUDAH, YISASCHAR, 
AND ZEBULUN. TO THE SOUTH, REUBEN, SHIMON, AND GAD. TO 
THE NORTH EPHRAIM, MENASHEH, AND BENJAMIN. TO THE WEST 
DAN, ASHER, AND NAFTALI. THE FOUR DIRECTIONS OF THE 
WORLD ARE THE SECRET OF CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT, AND THE THREE TRIBES ON EACH DIRECTION ARE 
THE THREE COLUMNS. All is one secret, and it has been explained.
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179. Come and see: When the High Priest wore these twelve stones 
on the breastplate and on the Efod, the Shechinah dwelt upon him. 
The names of all the tribes were engraved upon the twelve stones. 
Each tribe was engraved upon one stone, and the letters were set in 
the stones. When the stones shone, the letters stood out and 
illuminated whatever was to be illuminated.
 

 

180. In all the names of the tribes there were not to be found the 
letters Chet, Tet, THE LETTERS OF SIN (HEB. CHET), because there 
was no sin to be found in them. Rabbi Chizkiyah said: If Chet causes 
this, FOR THE NAME 'CHET' MEANS DESCENT OR CENSER (HEB. 
MACHTA), it is well FOR IT NOT TO BE WITHIN THE NAMES OF THE 
TRIBES, but 'Tet' is a good letter. And we learned that whoever sees 
the letter Tet in his dream, it is a good sign, for the Torah 
commences with "that it was good," as it is written, "and Elohim saw 
the light, that it was (Heb. tov) good" (Beresheet 1:14). If it is a good 
letter, why is it not found in the names of the tribes?
 

 

181. He said to him: It is because these two letters are adjacent [in 
the alphabet]. NAMELY, THEIR BEING ADJACENT IS INDICATION OF 
SIN (HEB. CHET), FOR THAT REASON THEY WERE NOT AMONG 
THE NAMES OF THE TRIBES. Also, the letter Tet is hidden and 
concealed, AS IT INDICATES YESOD OF BINAH. It illuminates with 
the light of all, and there is no light to be found except from this 
letter, BECAUSE ALL THE LIGHTS ISSUE FROM YESOD OF BINAH, 
as it is written, "and Elohim saw the light, that it was good," good 
being the illumination of that hidden and concealed light WITHIN 
THE LETTER TET. It is concerning THIS LETTER that is written, "no 
good thing will He withhold from those who walk upright" (Tehilim 
84:12), referring to the light of all the tribes. SINCE IT IS SO 
CONCEALED IT IS NOT FOUND IN THE TRIBES. Also, all the twelve 
tribes come out of that concealed compartment, YESOD OF BINAH, 
in the secret of the letter Tet and therefore, it is hidden and 
concealed, and not seen IN THE TRIBES.
 

 

182. Come and see: All the stones IN THE BREASTPLATE were 
standing in a miraculous way, and when they were shining, the face 
of the High Priest shone, and the lights illuminated and stood out to 
be visible FROM THE STONES. When the face of the High Priest 
shone, the protrusion of the letters was considered to be favorable. 
Thus the priest was known to be either righteous or not. All this was 
by way of miracle, as was explained.
 

 

183. Rabbi Aba was before Rabbi Shimon. He said to him: It is 
written, "And you shall put in the breastplate of Judgment the Urim 
and the Tumim" (Shemot 28:30). We learned that Urim (Eng. 'lights') 
MEANS that they illuminated that which was required, NAMELY 
WHATEVER WAS ASKED. Tumim (Eng. 'complete') means that they 
fulfilled what was said. BUT THIS EXPLANATION IS NOT ENOUGH, 
we need to know more.
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184. He said to him: Surely it is so. Thus, the breastplate and the 
Efod correspond to Urim and Tumim. This is a secret of Tefilin and 
the knot of Tefilin, that correspond to these two. He opened the 
discussion and said: "And you shall see My back, but My face shall 
not be seen" (Shemot 33:23). "And you shall see My back"; we 
learned that the Holy One, blessed be He showed Moses the knot of 
Tefilin. "My face" are the Tefilin themselves. HE EXPLAINS: "My 
face" are Tefilin, the high secret, the Holy Name. "My back," is the 
secret of the knot of Tefilin. It is known among the friends that 
TEFILIN are the shining mirror, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and this, THE 
KNOT OF TEFILIN, is the mirror which does not shine, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT.
 

 

185. Correspondingly, these are Urim for they shine (Heb. meirim) 
with their utterances, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, THE SHINING MIRROR. 
And these are Tumim so called for completing with their utterances, 
NAMELY MALCHUT, SHINING BY THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH IN THE SECRET OF "AND YOU SHALL SEE MY BACK," 
WHERE ALL PERFECTION LIES. URIM ARE the face, and TUMIM 
ARE the back. This is the secret of sound and speech. Sound, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN shines upon the speech, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, so it may speak. For the speech completes the word, 
NAMELY, THE VOICE IS THE MAIN AND SUBSTANTIAL PART, AND 
THE SPEECH COMPLETES IT. They always rise together, and never 
separate, FOR YOU CAN NEVER SEPARATE SOUND AND SPEECH. 
Hence, the breastplate and the Efod, the one is the face and the 
other the back, and all pertain to the same principle with no 
separation whatsoever, LIKE SOUND AND SPEECH.
 

 

186. He said to him: If this is so, THAT THE BREASTPLATE AND THE 
EFOD never separate, and whoever separates them, it is said about 
him that he "separates close friends" (Mishlei 16:28), FOR THEY 
ALLUDE TO ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT AS MENTIONED, THEN how 
do you explain the verse, "And it came to pass, when Aviathar, the 
son of Achimelech, fled to David to Ke'ila, that he came down with 
an Efod in his hands" (I Shmuel 23:6), yet the breastplate is not 
mentioned. IT APPEARS AS IF HE SEPARATED THEM.
 

 

187. He said to him: Assuredly this is so. All that is more significant 
is hidden and stored, it is not mentioned too much. In the same 
manner it is written, "that did wear a linen Efod" (I Shmuel 22:18), 
AND THE BREASTPLATE IS NOT MENTIONED DUE TO ITS 
IMPORTANCE. What is revealed is mentioned so as to cover what is 
hidden and concealed. Therefore that which is the more revealed, 
THE EFOD is mentioned.
 

 

188. For that reason, the high name, which is a secret concealed and 
stored, is mentioned only through the uncovered name. The one is 
mentioned and the other concealed. The concealed name is Yud Hei 
Vav Hei, and the mentioned name is Adonai. Therefore, it is written 
with hidden letters YUD HEI VAV HEI, and it is read with these 
letters, ADONAI. This covers that. THE NAME ADONAI COVERS THE 
NAME YUD HEI VAV HEI, so the high glory will be covered and 
concealed forever. For all the ways of the Torah are like that: 
covered and uncovered. And all the matters of the world, either of 
this world or the high world are covered and uncovered, MEANING 
THAT THERE IS AN INTERNAL PART TO EVERYTHING.
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189. He opened the discussion and said: "Then they said to him, tell 
us, we pray you, inasmuch as to whose cause this evil is upon 
us..." (Yonah 1:8). We should look at this verse, for all they asked 
was in the secret of wisdom. It is written, "tell us, we pray you, 
inasmuch as to whose cause," they asked, "inasmuch" with deep 
wisdom. They asked for an uncovered secret, to know whether he 
was of the seed of Joseph, for the sea, when it saw his coffin, 
straightway divided itself and became dry land, as it is written, "the 
sea saw and fled" (Tehilim 114:3). The sea saw him of whom it is 
written, "and fled, and went outside" (Beresheet 39:15). Immediately 
IT SPLIT, "the Jordan turned backward" (Tehilim 114:3).
 

 

190. That is why they asked him "inasmuch," NAMELY, PRAY TELL 
US "INASMUCH AS TO WHOSE CAUSE THIS EVIL," FOR it is said 
about Joseph, "inasmuch as you are his wife" (Beresheet 39:9). 
THEY HINTED AT HIM BY THIS WORD: if you are of that seed OF 
JOSEPH, pray that the sea will be quiet. BY THIS WORD "Whose" IN 
"WHOSE CAUSE THIS EVIL," THEY HINTED THUS: are you a 
descendant of Jacob, who said, "Whose are you? And whither do 
you go?" (Beresheet 32:18). They, WHOM JACOB ADDRESSED, 
were the holy messengers he sent TO ESAU on an errand and so he 
was saved from that trouble. Now YOU TOO pray to your Master to 
send His messengers so we would be saved from this trouble.
 

 

191. If this is not so, THEN TELL US, "what is your occupation," 
namely, what is your daily business? "And where do you come 
from," who are your forefathers? "What is your country," NAMELY, 
does it deserve punishment? "And of what people are you," to see 
whether he is of Amalek or of one of the seven nations that deserve 
punishment. All was properly asked.
 

 

192. What did Jonah answer? "And he said to them: 'I am a 
Hebrew,'" namely, from the seed of Abraham the Hebrew, who 
sanctified the Name of his Master every day, "and I fear Hashem, the 
Elohim of heaven..." (Yonah 1:9). They asked to know both openly 
and covertly. NAMELY, THEY ASKED BY HINTING BY THE WORDS 
"INASMUCH" AND "WHOSE," COVERTLY, THE REST OF THE 
QUESTIONS WERE OPEN. And he, JONAH, answered all their 
questions openly.
 

 

193. It is written, "then the men were exceedingly afraid" (Ibid. 10). 
When they heard the Name of the Holy One, blessed be He, they 
were afraid because they knew of the miracles and mighty deeds 
performed by the Holy One, blessed be He upon the sea. So when he 
mentioned the Name of the Holy One, blessed be He, they "were 
exceedingly afraid." He also told them that he flees the Holy One, 
blessed be He, so they asked him 'Why have you done this?' running 
away from Him and not obeying HIS commands. Therefore, they 
asked: 'Why have you done this?' You are transgressing your 
Master's commands.
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194. Come and see: All of them converted afterwards, when they saw 
the miracles and mighty deeds that the Holy One, blessed be He did 
to Jonah at sea. They all saw him falling into the sea, and the fish 
swallowing him in their presence. And when that great fish came 
before their eyes and vomited him onto the dry land, they came to 
Him and became proselytes. This is the meaning of "They that guard 
lying vanities forsake their loyalty" (Yonah 2:9).
 

 

195. Come and see: They were all proselytes by conviction and 
became knowledgeable in the Torah, and high sages, because the 
Holy One, blessed be He, favored them and all those who approach 
Him, to sanctify His Name openly. For when His Name is sanctified 
openly, His hidden Name, YUD HEI VAV HEI, rises on His throne of 
glory, WHICH IS ADONAI, SO THERE IS UNISON OF YUD HEI VAV 
HEI ADONAI, as it is written, "and I will be hallowed among the 
children of Yisrael" (Vayikra. 22:32).
 

 

196. "And they bound the breastplate by its rings to the rings of the 
Efod with a lace of blue" (Shemot 39:21). HE ASKS: Why "with a lace 
of blue"? AND HE ANSWERS: To show that this blue, THE 
JUDGMENT PART OF MALCHUT, BOUND WITH CHESED, is 
connected to all. Therefore, all is in the high secret, THE BLUE 
TYING THE BREASTPLATE, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, TO THE EFOD, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT.
  

197. It is written, "a golden bell and a pomegranate" (Shemot 28:34). 
And we explained that all pertains to the high secret as we said. It is 
therefore written, "and its sound shall be heard when he goes in to 
the holy place before Hashem" (Ibid. 35). For he is in need of the 
sound that is heard, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and blessings dwell in 
the world for the priest's sake, who blesses all and performs 
everything. "The golden bell" we explained TO BE THE SOUND THAT 
IS HEARD, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN. "A pomegranate" IS MALCHUT 
filled by all, RECEIVING FROM ALL THE HIGHER WORLDS. And we 
explained all.
 

 

198. "And he made the robe of the Efod of woven work, all of 
blue" (Shemot 39:22). We already explained the secret of the 
breastplate and the Efod, and all is one. THAT IS, THE ROBE OF THE 
EFOD PERTAINS TO THE SAME MYSTERY AS THE EFOD, NAMELY 
MALCHUT. It is "all of blue," as ought to be, for blue is the secret of 
the light of the throne, MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE BLACK LIGHT OF 
THE CANDLE BURNING AND CONSUMING WHATEVER IS BENEATH 
IT. Blue is connected to the white light IN THE CANDLE, WHICH IS 
CHESED, and therefore, the Efod is of blue, BEING THE LIGHT OF 
MALCHUT.
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199. Rabbi Shimon said: These priestly garments all pertain to the 
high mystery, that the garments of below bear the likeness of those 
from above. Come and see: Since Michael is a High Priest, and of the 
right, why is Gabriel depicted as "the man clothed in linen" (Daniel 
12:6), whereas these are the garments of the High Priest, and 
Michael is a priest of the right side? HE REPLIES: It is 
UNDERSTOOD from this, that left is always included in the right, and 
therefore Gabriel, WHO IS OF THE LEFT, was clothed in these 
garments OF THE RIGHT.
 

 

200. Also, ANOTHER EXPLANATION IS, that Gabriel was appointed 
messenger to this world, and every appointed messenger to this 
world should wear the garments of this world. We also explained this 
in the secret of the soul, that when it goes up, it wears the clothing 
of above, to be there, and when it descends, IT WEARS A GARMENT. 
And all, AND ALL THE GARMENT, is according to where it goes. In 
the same manner, these appointed messengers, on an errand to this 
world, NEED CLOTHES OF THIS WORLD. And we established that.
 

 

201. Come and see: The robe of the Efod covered him AROUND HIS 
BODY. When he wore it, it is written, "You have beset me behind and 
before, and laid Your hand upon me" (Tehilim 139:5), THE 
BREASTPLATE BEING BEFORE AND THE EFOD FROM BEHIND.
 

 

202. This verse, "YOU HAVE BESET..." was already explained. 
Nevertheless, come and see: When the Holy One, blessed be He 
created Adam, male and female were created, bound to each other 
so the female was from behind and the male in front, until the Holy 
One, blessed be He sawed AND SEPARATED them. He prepared and 
put her in front of Adam so that they may see face to face. When 
they looked face to face, love was increased in the world, and they 
issued offspring, something that was not beforehand. And we 
explained.
 

 

203. After Adam and his wife sinned, and the serpent had 
intercourse with Eve and injected filth into her, Eve bore Cain. He 
had the shape from above and FROM below in the secret of the filth 
of the Other Side, and from the side below OF THE EXTERNAL 
FORCES. Therefore, he was the first to bring death into the world, 
caused by his side, AS HE CAME OF THE FILTH OF THE SERPENT. 
The nature of the serpent is to lurk so as to kill, and his issue, CAIN, 
learned his ways. And so it is written, "and it came to pass, when 
they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and 
slew him" (Beresheet 4:8).
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204. I have found in ancient books, that when Cain killed Abel, he bit 
serpentine bites, until he killed him.
 

 

205. All things return to the element, FROM WHERE THEY CAME. 
Unless Cain came from that side OF THE SERPENT, he would have 
not behaved so towards his brother. Therefore, when Adam saw 
Abel killed and Cain expelled, he said, 'why shall I henceforth be a 
father?' He separated from his wife for a hundred and thirty years, 
and unholy female spirits would come and conceive from him, and 
he begot spirits and demons called 'the plagues of men'. This was 
established.
 

 

206. After that, he was jealous, and wore jealousy. He united with his 
wife and begot Seth as written, "and begot a son in his own likeness, 
after his image; and called his name Seth" (Beresheet 5:3), which 
was not true for the first sons born before.
 

 

207. For in the beginning, BEFORE EVE, he had another union, WITH 
LILITH, as explained, until Eve came. For the Holy One, blessed be 
He prepared her for Adam, and they were united face to face. 
Therefore it is written, "this one shall be called 'woman'" (Beresheet 
2:23). But the other one, LILIT, is not so called, as was explained.
 

 

208. Since Adam and Eve were created together, it is written, "male 
and female He created them, and blessed them" (Beresheet 5:2). The 
two of them were together, therefore it was written, "You have beset 
me behind and before."
 

 

209. Come and see: The Efod and the breastplate were behind and 
before, THE BREASTPLATE BEFORE AND THE EFOD BEHIND. And 
when the priest wore them, he had the likeness of the higher image, 
ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, THE SECRET OF BEHIND AND 
BEFORE. And we have learned, that his face shone and the letters 
stood out, illuminating and rising up. Then he knew that WHICH WAS 
NEEDED.
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210. For that reason the function of the breastplate and the function 
of the Efod are closely connected. And though their functions are 
not the same, yet all is in the one secret. They are connected so the 
breastplate, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, will be united with the Efod, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, by four rings connected to this place and that 
place, NAMELY, TO THE BREASTPLATE AND THE EFOD. They are 
the secret of the Chariots connecting this side below to those above, 
all in the mystery of the wheels and the holy living creatures. FOR 
THE TWO RINGS IN THE BREASTPLATE ARE IN THE SECRET OF 
THE LIVING CREATURES, WHICH ARE YETZIRAH. AND THE TWO 
RINGS IN THE EFOD ARE IN THE SECRET OF THE WHEELS, WHICH 
ARE ASIYAH. AND THEY ARE INTERCONNECTED, AS SAID: "AND 
WHEN THE LIVING CREATURES MOVED, THE WHEELS WENT BY 
THEM: AND WHEN THE LIVING CREATURES WERE LIFTED UP 
FROM THE EARTH, THE WHEELS WERE LIFTED UP" (YECHEZKEL 
1:19).
 

 

211. It is written, "In the beginning Elohim created the heaven and 
the earth" (Beresheet 1:1). It was explained, THAT THE HEAVEN IS 
ZEIR ANPIN AND THE EARTH IS MALCHUT. The Tabernacle was 
made in the same manner, in the likeness of the lower world, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT, and in the likeness of the upper world, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN. And all the deeds OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE 
performed in this world are a reflection of above. So is the 
Tabernacle. All its works are as the deeds, and are reflections of the 
upper world.
 

 

212. This is the secret of the construction of the Tabernacle. All are 
deeds and improvements of above and below, to let the Shechinah 
dwell upon the world, over the upper tenants, THE ANGELS, and the 
lower tenants, PEOPLE. In the same manner, the lower Garden of 
Eden is like the upper, BINAH, and the lower, MALCHUT. And all the 
images and forms of the world are found there. Therefore, the 
construction of the Tabernacle and of heaven and earth, ZEIR ANPIN 
AND MALCHUT, are in one secret.
 

 

 
 
22. "Lift up your eyes on high" 
Rabbi Shimon asks if anyone who lifts his eyes and looks up could see anything that he wasn't permitted to see. He answers that the title verse 
means that whoever wants to see and know about God's deeds should look up, and after seeing all the armies and legions of angels then he can ask 
"Who created these?" Rabbi Shimon says that 'who' is Binah, and that there is never an answer because Binah is always hidden and concealed and 
unknown. Next he talks about: "Who brings out their host by number," saying that Binah brings everything out with the sound of the Shofar. This is 
the secret of the divine faith, that extends through all the levels from Zeir Anpin and downward all the way to Malchut. The armies are then divided 
up and numbered and named. Rabbi Shimon extends another explanation for "Lift up your eyes on high," and that is that whoever looked at the 
Tabernacle saw in it both what was above and what was below. All the works of both worlds were contained in it.

213. It is written, "Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who has 
created these..." (Yeshayah 40:26). This verse was already explained. 
Nevertheless Come and see: Could anyone who lifts up his eyes and 
looks up, know and behold what is not permitted for him to see?
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214. HE REPLIES: No, "Lift up your eyes on high" MEANS THAT 
whoever wishes to behold and know the deeds of the Holy One, 
blessed be He, let him lift up his eyes and see how many are the 
armies and legions, AND HOW MANY are the deeds, each different 
than the other, one mightier than the other. Then you may look and 
ask "Who created these?" We explained this mystery: 'who', WHICH 
IS BINAH, created 'these'. FOR BINAH is a place located up high, 
hidden, concealed and unknown. It remains a constant question, 
because this place is not revealed.
 

 

215. "Who brings out their host by number." HE ASKS: What does 
"that brings out" mean? HE ANSWERS: Since that place is hidden 
and concealed, NAMELY, BINAH, it brings out all by the secret of the 
sound coming out of the Shofar, ZEIR ANPIN CALLED 'SOUND' 
COMES OUT OF BINAH CALLED 'SHOFAR'. That sound is the 
amount of all the supernal armies and the account of everything. 
Thence is found the secret of the divine Faith, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
on all the supernal sides, CHASSADIM ON THE RIGHT AND 
CHOCHMAH ON THE LEFT, WHERE CHOCHMAH IS REVEALED. It 
extends in grades FROM ZEIR ANPIN downward TO MALCHUT. The 
armies are then divided after their kind, and all are numbered and 
called by name. "Because of the greatness of His might" (Ibid.) 
refers to the right side;"He is strong in power" (Ibid.) refers to the left 
side. "No one is missing" (Ibid.) from the sides drawn from the two 
directions, FROM THE TWO COLUMNS RIGHT AND LEFT, WHERE 
NOTHING IS MISSING, BECAUSE THEY COMPREHEND ALL OF 
REALITY. EVEN THE CENTRAL COLUMN ADDS NOTHING, ONLY 
COMPRISES WHAT IS IN THE TWO COLUMNS, RIGHT AND LEFT.
 

 

216. Another explanation to the verse, "Lift up your eyes on high and 
behold, who has created these." This verse means that when the 
Tabernacle was constructed and completed, whoever saw the 
Tabernacle, beheld in it WHAT WAS above, and WHAT WAS below, 
and saw all that in the Tabernacle. For all the works of the upper 
world and the lower world were all contained in the Tabernacle. And 
we established that whoever looked at the clasps, could see in their 
illumination that of the stars, because this is how the stars are 
situated in the firmament.
 

 

 
 
23. "Praise Hashem from the heavens" 
Rabbi Shimon talks about two of the Psalms of praise and how they correspond to the Sfirot and the names of God and then the parts of the body. 
He says that "Praise Him, all His angels" refers to the two pillars Netzach and Hod that stand underneath and support the body, Tiferet. These pillars 
are also the secret of the angels, and the knees are the messengers. Speaking about "Praise Him, sun and moon," Rabbi Shimon tells us that the 
sun includes all the Sfirot of Zeir Anpin, and therefore it contains all the high stars and constellations. When it has finished shining it goes up to a 
high place from where Briyah, Yetzirah and Asiyah all emanate. He reveals that the stars below exist by virtue of what they can draw from the 
supernal pattern in Zeir Anpin, so all the stars and constellations from the highest firmament rule the world beneath them. From that high place 
there are levels all the way down to the stars below in this world that don't have anything under their command. Everything is ruled by the higher 
level.
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217. He opened the discussion and said: "Haleluyah, Praise Hashem 
from the heavens..." (Tehilim 148:1). Come and see: This praise was 
said by David in reference to the secret of the Holy Name, YUD HEI 
VAV HEI, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN, which is comprised of all the 
praises. There are two praises reflecting the secret of the Holy 
Supernal Name, YUD HEI VAV HEI, which is comprised of all the 
praises. There is this one "PRAISE HASHEM FROM THE HEAVENS" 
and the last praise IN THE BOOK OF TEHILIM that is comprised of all 
of the praises, as it is written, "Haleluyah, praise Hashem in His 
sanctuary" (Tehilim 150:1). In the latter there are ten kinds, AS TEN 
TIMES IT IS MENTIONED, CORRESPONDING TO THE TEN SFIROT 
OF ZEIR ANPIN. The former consists of seven, FOR SEVEN TIMES 
THE WORD "PRAISE" APPEARS, CORRESPONDING TO CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT OF 
ZEIR ANPIN. And everything is the one secret of the Holy Name.
  

218. "Haleluyah, praise Hashem from the heavens": this refers to the 
beginning from where the six directions, CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, emanate downward, for this 
secret may be examined, OR COMPREHENDED, NAMELY, ZEIR 
ANPIN, according to the verse, "For ask now of the days that are 
past, which were before you..." (Devarim 4:32). THEY ARE THE 
SEVEN DAYS CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD 
AND MALCHUT OF ZEIR ANPIN, up to which one may investigate, 
"From the day of creation until the end of heaven" (Ibid.), CHESED 
OF ZEIR ANPIN. From here and further, WHICH ARE KETER, 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH OF ZEIR ANPIN, one may not inquire there, 
because that place is hidden and concealed.
  

219. Therefore, "Praise Hashem from the heavens, praise Him in the 
heights," allude to the two sides right and left, NAMELY, CHESED 
AND GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN, whence emanate all the other SFIROT 
downward in the mystery of the grades, to be properly corrected. 
"Praise Him, all His angels" (Tehilim 148:2): these are the two pillars, 
NETZACH AND HOD, standing underneath the body, TIFERET, so it 
may lean on them.
 

 

220. Come and see: These pillars upon which the body stands, 
pertain to the secret of the angels, ABOUT WHOM IT WAS SAID: 
"PRAISE HIM, ALL HIS ANGELS." For the knees are the messengers 
of the body to go from place to place. Of this secret are also those 
called 'angels', the messengers that go from place to place, at the 
behest of their Master.
 

 

221. "Praise Him, all His hosts" (Ibid. 2). This is the place from where 
all the holy high armies come out. It is the secret of the sign of the 
Holy Covenant, NAMELY, YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN. It is marked upon 
all the tens of thousands ISSUING FROM IT, as it is written, "Hashem 
Tzevaot is His Name" (Yeshayah 48:2), MEANING THAT this sign is 
marked upon all the rest of the armies and multitudes.
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222. "Praise Him, sun and moon" (Tehilim 148:3). The secret OF ALL 
THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN is based on THE SUN, BECAUSE THE 
SUN IS TIFERET OF ZEIR ANPIN, ITS MAIN PART, AND ALL THE 
REST OF THE SFIROT ARE BUT COMPRISED WITHIN TIFERET. So 
the sun shines and in it are the illuminating high stars and the 
constellations, as we explained. Afterwards it returns up high to the 
place in the height of heights, BINAH, where all of them are stored, 
MEANING THAT THE MOCHIN OF ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT AND 
BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH EMANATE FROM THERE. This 
place is alluded to in "praise Him, heavens of heavens" (Ibid. 7), 
BECAUSE THE HEAVENS ARE ZEIR ANPIN AND THE HEAVENS OF 
HEAVEN ARE BINAH. Then "Praise Hashem from the earth" (Ibid.), 
WHICH IS MALCHUT OF ZEIR ANPIN, corresponding to the rest of 
the verse, "fire and hail..." (Ibid. 8)
 

 

223. Come and see: The stars below exist upon what they draw from 
the high secret IN ZEIR ANPIN, for their existence is based upon the 
supernal pattern, as was already explained. That is why all the stars 
and constellations from the height of the firmament, ZEIR ANPIN, 
rule the world beneath them. From that place grades are spread 
down to the stars below, IN THIS WORLD, which have nothing under 
their command. For we have already explained that all are ruled by a 
higher authority. About that speaks the verse, "let now the 
astrologers, the stargazers...stand up and save you" (Yeshayah 
47:13). All is by permission FROM ABOVE, as explained.
 

 

 
 
24. "the Mountain of Hashem's house shall be established on top of the mountains" 
Rabbi Yosi explains that 'the end of days' refers to the time when God will visit the daughter of Jacob and raise her up from the dust, and the sun 
will be united with the moon. 'The mountain of Hashem's house' refers to the higher Jerusalem that will shine with the supernal light of Zeir Anpin, 
and it will be seven times brighter than before. He tells us that 'the light of the sun' is Zeir Anpin and 'the light of the moon' is Malchut. The 'top' of 
the mountains refers to the High Priest, Chesed, and 'the mountains' are Chesed, Gvurah and Tiferet. Rabbi Yosi reveals the inner meaning of "and 
they made the tunics of fine linen (shesh)...and the mitre of fine linen (shesh), and goodly turbans of fine linen (shesh)." When the priest awakens 
below in the Tabernacle, when he spreads his hands over the congregation and the candles are burning, a priest also awakens above. At the end of 
times God will depose all the chieftains in charge over the other nations; then only He shall be exalted. Lastly Rabbi Yosi speaks of the secret of six.

224. "And they made the tunics of fine linen...and the mitre of fine 
linen" (Shemot 39:27-28). Rabbi Yosi opened the discussion with the 
verse: "And it shall come to pass in the end of days, that the 
mountain of Hashem's house shall be established on the top of the 
mountains..." (Yeshayah 2:2). "And it shall come to pass in the end 
of days," refers to the time when the Holy One, blessed be He will 
visit the daughter of Jacob and raise her from the dust, and the sun 
will be united with the moon, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT. 
Then "the mountain of Hashem's house shall be established," 
referring to celestial Jerusalem, WHICH IS MALCHUT, which shall be 
constructed with all its establishments and shining with the supernal 
light. For all its lights are established only by the supernal light OF 
ZEIR ANPIN. At that time, the supernal light will illuminate it seven 
times what was before, as it is written, "and the light of the moon 
shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be 
sevenfold..." (Yeshayah 30:26). THE LIGHT OF THE SUN IS ZEIR 
ANPIN AND THE LIGHT OF THE MOON IS MALCHUT.
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225. "On the top of the mountains." HE ASKS: Should it not be said, 
'tops of the mountains'? What is "top"? HE ANSWERS: The light it 
will then have is on the top of the mountains. Who is the top of the 
mountains? The High Priest, NAMELY CHESED OF ZEIR ANPIN, is 
the top of the mountains. FOR CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET 
ARE CALLED 'MOUNTAINS', AND CHESED IS THEIR TOP. It is 
altogether of the right side, CHESED, and the one to build the house, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, and bless it so its face may shine. Therefore it 
is written, it "shall be established."
 

 

226. With what shall he ready it? With garments resembling what is 
above, LIKE ZEIR ANPIN, as explained. These garments are all in the 
secret of six (Heb. shesh), CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, 
HOD AND YESOD INCLUDED IN CHESED, THE SECRET OF THE 
HIGH PRIEST. THIS IS THE INNER MEANING OF "AND THEY MADE 
THE TUNICS OF FINE LINEN (HEB. SHESH)...AND THE MITRE OF 
FINE LINEN (HEB. SHESH), AND GOODLY TURBANS OF FINE LINEN 
(HEB. SHESH)." And when the house is built on the top of the 
mountains, the High Priest, CHESED OF ZEIR ANPIN, it will be 
elevated into the high existence, BINAH, and the world will be 
illuminated by that supernal light WITHIN BINAH. And "shall be 
exalted above the hills" (Yeshayah 2:22) MEANS above the rest of 
the supernal armies and legions. Then "all the nations shall flow to 
it" (Ibid. 2).
 

 

227. Come and see: When the priest below, IN THIS WORLD, spreads 
his hands, the upper spirit, BINAH, comes out to illuminate. Then all 
the candles, THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, burn, and lights flow, 
shining and joining together until the face of the Congregation of 
Yisrael, MALCHUT, becomes radiant. All this is done by the first 
light, the priest, CHESED. When the priest awakens below, a priest 
awakens above. By the deeds below there is awakening above.
 

 

228. Therefore, "the mountain of Hashem's house shall be 
established on the top of the mountains...and all the nations shall 
flow to it." Whereas now, all the rest of the HEATHEN nations have a 
chieftain in charge over them in the firmament, at that time the Holy 
One, blessed be He shall set fire to them and depose them from their 
sovereignty, as it is written, "and it shall come to pass on that day, 
that Hashem shall punish the host of the high ones on 
high" (Yeshayah 24:21). Since they will fall from power, the Holy 
One, blessed be He alone shall be exalted, as says the verse, "and 
Hashem alone shall be exalted in that day" (Yeshayah 2:17). Then 
"all the nations shall flow to it, and many people shall go and say, 
come and let us go up to the mountain of Hashem, to the house of 
the Elohim of Jacob" (Ibid. 2-3).
 

 

229. All this happens when the priest, the top of the mountain, 
CHESED, will shine upon MALCHUT, in the secret of six. He will 
shine upon her through all the six DIRECTIONS, in the secret of six.
 

 

 
 
25. Sometimes he praises himself and sometimes he humbles himself 
Rabbi Elazar is walking with Rabbi Yitzchak and Rabbi Yehuda, and he begins with: "I am small and despised, yet have not forgotten Your precepts." 
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He says that at times King David used to praise himself when he was having success conquering his enemies, yet when he found himself in trouble 
he would humble himself before God. Because of this God elevated him over everyone and wants him to be king in the World to Come as well. In the 
same way that the moon is dark when the sun turns his face away from her, yet radiant when the sun turns his face toward her, David reflected the 
face of Zeir Anpin.

230. Rabbi Elazar, Rabbi Yitzchak, and Rabbi Yehuda were walking 
on the way. Rabbi Elazar said: It is time to walk with the Shechinah, 
because the Shechinah will not hover above us unless we utter 
words of the Torah. Rabbi Yehuda said: Let the leader begin.
 

 

231. Rabbi Elazar opened the discussion and said: "I am small and 
despised, yet have not forgotten Your precepts" (Tehilim 119:141). "I 
am small and despised." King David used to praise himself at times, 
as it is written, "and whose mercy to His anointed, to David and to 
his seed forevermore" (Tehilim 18:51), and "the saying of David, the 
son of Yishai, and the saying of the man raised on high, the anointed 
of Elohim of Jacob" (II Shmuel 23:1), and sometimes he would abase 
himself, saying "for I am poor and needy" (Tehilim 86:1), and "I am 
small and despised." He said: "The stone which the builders rejected 
is become the chief corner-stone" (Tehilim 118:22).
 

 

232. HE REPLIES: When he was rising in the grade of peace, 
elevated by true justice, and overpowering his enemies, he used to 
praise himself. And when he found himself in trouble, beset by 
enemies, he humiliated himself and called himself poor, the least of 
all. The sense in it is that sometimes he governed and sometimes he 
was harassed by his enemies.
 

 

233. For all that, he always ruled over them and they did not prevail 
over him. King David always debased himself before the Holy One, 
blessed be He, for whoever does so, the Holy One, blessed be He 
elevates him above everything. And this is why He favored him, 
DAVID, in this world and in the World to Come. In this world, as it is 
written, "For I will defend this city to save it for My own sake, and for 
My servant David's sake" (Yeshayah 37:35), and in the World to 
Come, as it is written, "and seek Hashem their Elohim and David 
their king, and shall come trembling to Hashem and to His goodness 
in the end of days" (Hoshea 3:5). David is a king in this world, and 
David will be king in the World to Come. Therefore he said: "The 
stone which the builders rejected is become the chief corner-stone."
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234. Come and see: When the sun, ZEIR ANPIN, turns his face away 
and shines not upon the moon, MALCHUT, the light passes from the 
moon and she does not shine. She is then poor on all sides and 
dark, without light at all. And when the sun faces her again and 
shines upon her, her face is radiant and she adorns herself for him, 
THE SUN, like a female adorning herself for a man, and then she 
rules the world.
 

 

235. Therefore, David used to adorn himself in the same way, LIKE 
THE MOON, FOR DAVID CORRESPONDS TO MALCHUT. Sometimes 
he is poor and sometimes rich in every way. That is why he says, "I 
am small and despised," and yet, "I have not forgotten Your 
precepts." Thus it behooves a man to consider himself lowly and 
debase himself in all, so as to become a vessel favored by the Holy 
One, blessed be He. This was already explained concerning the 
verse, "with him also that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit ..." (Yeshayah 57:15). AND AFTER THIS INTRODUCTION, I will 
be the first to utter words of the Torah. THUS, HE ANSWERED THE 
WORDS OF RABBI YEHUDA SAYING THAT THE LEADER WILL 
SPEAK FIRST.
 

 

 
 
26. Measuring line and measuring reed 
Rabbi Elazar opens with: "And He brought me there, and behold, there was a man, whose appearance was like the appearance of brass, with a 
thread of flax in his hand, and a measuring reed, and he stood by the gate." He explains that the 'appearance of brass' meant that the man, the 
messenger Gavriel, shone with brightness and holiness. He talks about the measuring reed and the measuring line and about how the measuring 
line was knotted to do the measurements for the Tabernacle when it was under construction. He reveals the meaning of how 'cubit' was used, and 
mentions the 32 paths of wisdom. He also emphasizes the numbers four, seven and 28. We are told that there is measurement both above and 
below, in Binah and in Malchut. He speaks of the ten curtains and their measurements, and the sacred colors alluding to Chesed, Gvurah, Tiferet 
and Malchut. The curtains allude to poverty and judgment and they cover and protect holiness so that nothing outside can derive nourishment from 
them. Holiness is kept inside and the Other Side is outside, therefore holiness is compared to a nut that has the fruit inside. Rabbi Elazar explains 
how adding to letters to numbers actually lessens their value. We hear that the measuring line was also used to measure the size of the boards that 
are the secret of the Seraphim in Briyah. He goes into great detail about the size of the proportions of the boards and the secret of the 
measurements. The curtains of the tabernacle are the secret of heaven, and their inner meaning comes out of the number 32. There are curtains of 
good and curtains of evil, so that people can learn to distinguish between good and evil and can begin to know the Wisdom in everything. They can 
learn to distinguish between something that is established by wisdom and something that is not. Next there is a description of the measurements of 
the ark, and we hear that it also enables the discernment of good and evil. Rabbi Elazar tells us that all the measuring done by Ezekiel for the 
mansion was with the measuring reed rather than the measuring line because he was working with stone and things that would not change. But in 
the future his mansion will expand on all sides and there will be no Judgment in the world. He concludes by saying that when God renews the world 
it will be finally connected to the upper world and all will be one.

236. He opened the discussion with the verse: "And He brought me 
there, and behold, there was a man, whose appearance was like the 
appearance of brass, with a thread of flax in his hand, and a 
measuring reed, and he stood by the gate" (Yechezkel 40:3). What 
Ezekiel saw in the mirror of prophecy was that man, who was a 
messenger clothed in linen, NAMELY GABRIEL.
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237. Here he says "man," not "the man clothed in linen" (Yechezkel 
10:2), for when he is on errand to deal Judgment or show it IN A 
VISION, he is "clothed in linen," but on a different mission he is 
differently clothed. As the mission differs, so do his appearance and 
clothes, ACCORDING TO THE MISSION. Indeed, he is always of the 
left side, GABRIEL IS ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE CHARIOT, dressed 
in various clothes, and his attendants of his side.
 

 

238. "Whose appearance was like the appearance of brass." Here he 
is clad with the garment of mountains of brass, called in the 
scripture "mountains of brass" (Zecharyah 6:1), and he, GABRIEL, 
brings measurement with him, with which to measure.
 

 

239. This MEASUREMENT, NAMELY THE MEASURING REED, is not 
the hard spark, stored, and concealed, but the measuring reed come 
down from THE HARD SPARK, coated by the light left by the holy 
spark when it was gone up to be engraved upon the scintillating, 
unknown sapphires. Therefore, this measuring reed is present in the 
measuring below, IN THIS WORLD.
 

 

240. Sometimes the measuring reed IS USED and sometimes the 
measuring line. Therefore, there is the thread of flax, WHICH IS THE 
MEASURING LINE, and the measuring reed with which to measure. 
All the measurements done by Ezekiel were made by the measuring 
reed, AND NOT BY THE THREAD OF FLAX, WHICH IS THE 
MEASURING LINE. At the construction of the Tabernacle, all the 
measurements were made by the measuring line.
  

241. In the Tabernacle, in the lower measurement by the measuring 
line, they used the thread OF FLAX. When it expanded, there was a 
knot each cubit, UP TO EACH KNOT THERE WAS ONE CUBIT 
LENGTH. And he measured using the unit of cubit, AND THOUGH HE 
MEASURED A NUMBER OF CUBITS, IT IS TERMED CUBIT, IN THE 
SINGULAR. It is therefore written, "28 cubit, and the breadth four 
cubit" (Shemot 36:9), and not "four cubits," because he was 
measuring using one cubit on each side, MEANING HE WAS NOT 
USING NEW CUBITS, BUT THE SAME CUBIT, MULTIPLYING IT 
ALONG THE SIDES.
  

242. THIS MEASUREMENT LINE comes out of the mystery of the 
high luminary, BINAH, and the measurement below IN MALCHUT IS 
DERIVED from the measurement above, BINAH. The measurement 
below contains one thousand five hundred aspects, twelve thousand 
cubits each, and they are all measured by the same cubit, AS EACH 
CUBIT EXPANDS TO GRASP THIS SIZE. This cubit OF THE 
MEASURING LINE measures it, and the measuring line expands to 
produce a second cubit, and measures ANOTHER CUBIT - the same 
in all measurements.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (56 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:49



1

243. "28 cubit" is the length of one cubit. "And the breadth four 
cubit," refers also to the same cubit. It is found that one cubit is the 
length of 32 measures, as it is said: "and comprehended the dust of 
the earth in a measure" (Yeshayah 40:12). These 32 MEASURES 
correspond to the 32 paths OF WISDOM going out from above.
 

 

244. When the length was measured, and was found to contain four 
sides, CORRESPONDING TO CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT, seven cubits to each, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, thus seven cubits to each 
of the four sides, in the secret of seven, amounting to the length of 
28, because seven is the most high mystery. FOR SEVEN IS THE 
SECRET OF MALCHUT, THE SECRET OF LOWER CHOCHMAH. And 
all the 32 paths OF WISDOM are included in the seven, in the secret 
of the Holy Name, NAMELY, THE SECRET OF MALCHUT CALLED 
'HOLY NAME'.
 

 

245. You may say that it is written, "the curtains were all of one 
size" (Shemot 36:9), MEANING THAT THEY ARE MANY CUBITS PER 
CURTAIN, AND THE SCRIPTURE SHOULD SAY THERE WERE ALL 
OF ONE SIZE. TO THIS HE REPLIES: Assuredly they were all of one 
size, THAT IS, ONE CUBIT. And though the measuring line expands 
one cubit after another, IT ADDS NOTHING TO THE FIRST CUBIT. All 
is in the secret OF THE MOCHIN OF the luminary above, BINAH, so 
there will be one measurement above and below, IN BINAH AND IN 
MALCHUT.
 

 

246. This is a measurement pertaining more to holiness, and there is 
another measurement that covers THE TEN CURTAINS, which is 
inside, NAMELY, THE COVERING OF THE CURTAINS OF GOATS' 
HAIR. One unit that covers the other is 34 in number. THE CURTAINS 
inside are 32 in number. This is the mystery of covering - 32 inside 
and 34 outside.
 

 

247. HE EXPLAINS: Since the former measurement is sacred, with 
the sacred colors "of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and 
scarlet" (Shemot 36:8). These are sacred colors, ALLUDING TO 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT, LINEN BEING 
CHESED; SCARLET, GVURAH; PURPLE, TIFERET; AND BLUE, 
MALCHUT. Its whole sum amounts to 32, 28 IN LENGTH AND FOUR 
IN BREADTH, ALTOGETHER 32. The other measurement OF GOATS' 
HAIR CURTAINS, which is outside, covering the former, amounts to 
34 in number (Dalet-Lamed), NAMELY, THIRTY IN LENGTH AND 
FOUR IN BREADTH. To this alludes the verse, "Blessed is he who 
considers the poor (Heb. dal), Hashem will deliver him in the day of 
evil" (Tehilim 41:2), MEANING THAT in the day of evil, OF 
JUDGMENT, Hashem will deliver him. FOR THE CURTAINS OF 
GOATS' HAIR ALLUDE TO POVERTY AND JUDGMENT, COVERING 
AND PROTECTING HOLINESS, WHICH IS CURTAINS OF FINE 
TWINED LINEN...SO THAT THE EXTERNAL FORCES WOULD NOT 
NOURISH FROM THEM.
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248. The secret of reckoning inside OF THE CURTAINS OF FINE 
TWINED LINEN...is the secret of the 32 PATHS OF WISDOM. Of the 
reckoning outside, it is said: "And you shall make curtains of goats' 
hair" (Shemot 26:7). Why goats (Heb. izim) IF THE NAME 'GOATS' 
INDICATES SEVERE (HEB. AZIM) AND RIGOROUS JUDGMENT? HE 
ANSWERS: The secret of its color gives it a place in the secret of 
holiness, BY ITS COVERING THE HOLINESS. Hence THERE IS NEED 
OF curtains of goats' hair, FOR THE JUDGMENT IN THEM 
PROTECTS HOLINESS, SO THE EXTERNAL FORCES WOULD NOT 
BE UNITED WITH IT, NAMELY WITH THE CURTAINS OF FINE 
TWINED LINEN... It is written, "I went down into the garden of 
nuts..."(Shir Hashirim 6:11). This verse was explained. Nevertheless, 
as the nut has a shell encircling it and covering its fruit, and its fruit 
is inside, so is everything pertaining to holiness. Holiness is inside 
and the Other Side outside. This is the inner meaning of the verse, 
"for the wicked man surrounds the righteous" (Chavakuk 1:4). 
Hence, it is called 'a nut', as explained elsewhere.
  

249. Come and see: On the outside, THE CURTAINS OF GOATS' 
HAIR, whatever is added, lessens, an example of which are the bulls 
on Sukkot that diminish SINCE THEY ARE SACRIFICED ON BEHALF 
OF THE NATIONS, WHICH ARE EXTERNAL FORCES. Also, here it is 
written about the inside, "and you shall make the Tabernacle with 
ten curtains" (Shemot 26:1). Of the outside, "eleven (Aramaic ashtei 
esreh) curtains" (Ibid. 7), is spelled with an additional letter. THE 
LETTER AYIN IS ADDED TO THE WORD SHTEI ESREH (LIT. 
'TWELVE'), this reducing the number. THE NUMBER TWELVE IS 
REDUCED BY ONE, DUE TO THE ADDED AYIN TO SHTEI ESREH (TO 
ASHTEI). Thus adding to reckoning is lessening. There is addition in 
number in the words: "the length of one curtain shall be thirty cubit, 
and the breadth of one curtain four cubit" (Ibid. 8), WHILE THE 
INNER CURTAINS WERE ONLY 28 CUBIT LONG. Adding in number 
is lessening, for it amounts to 34 (Dalet-Lamed), the most severe 
connotation of poverty being poor (Heb. dal). And that is why, what 
is added, lessens.
  

250. But when it lessens the reckoning, it is elevated, rising to the 
secret of 32 PATHS OF WISDOM, the secret of the whole Faith, 
MALCHUT, the secret of the Holy Name. Therefore, DIMINISHING is 
rising and ADDING is diminishing. This one adds yet diminishes, and 
that one diminishes yet adds, the one inside IS THE CURTAINS OF 
FINE TWINED LINEN, THE SECRET OF DIMINISHING YET ADDING, 
and the other outside, NAMELY, THE CURTAINS OF GOATS' HAIR IS 
THE SECRET OF ADDING YET LESSENING.
 

 

251. The measuring line started to stretch and measured the size of 
the boards, as it is written, "And he made boards for the Tabernacle 
of acacia wood, standing up" (Shemot 36:20). These BOARDS are 
the secret of the Seraphim IN THE WORLD OF BRIYAH. It was 
established, that it is said: "acacia wood, standing up," and 
"Seraphim were standing up" (Yeshayah 6:2); BOTH VERSES REFER 
TO SERAPHIM.
 

 

252. The measurements are - "The length of a board was ten cubits, 
and the breadth of a board one cubit and a half" (Shemot 36:21). It is 
written, "ten cubits" and not 'ten cubit', AS SAID OF THE CURTAINS. 
These TEN CUBIT are three times three, which are nine, 
CORRESPONDING TO CHOCHMAH, BINAH, DA'AT, CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD OF THE 
SERAPHIM, and one hovering above them, the spirit hovering over 
them.
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253. We already mentioned the size of the cubit, 28 IN LENGTH, AND 
FOUR IN BREADTH, 32 IN ALL. In here, the proportions are eleven 
and a half, TEN IN LENGTH AND ONE CUBIT AND A HALF CUBIT IN 
BREADTH, ELEVEN AND A HALF CUBITS IN ALL, amounting TO 
TWELVE but do not amount BECAUSE THEY ARE ONE-HALF 
SHORT, for the wheels are missing. It was explained in relation to 
the mystery of the Holy Chariot, that there are twenty BOARDS, ten 
to the right side and ten to the left side, reaching up to the high 
Seraphim. Then the secret of holiness rises until all are awakened in 
the secret of the middle bar. That is why they have but an incomplete 
half, BEING ONLY ELEVEN AND A HALF INSTEAD OF THE 
COMPLETE TWELVE.
 

 

254. The secret of this measurement, OF ELEVEN AND A HALF, 
multiplied by the twenty boards is 230. All this is subject to 
measuring and reckoning. Each number measured in the measuring 
pertains to the secret of the Seraphim.
 

 

255. The curtains of the Tabernacle, which we said to contain high 
mysteries, are the secret of heaven, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN. It was 
explained in the secret of the verse, "who stretches out the heavens 
like a curtain" (Tehilim 104:2). Their inner meaning comes of the said 
reckoning, 32. There are curtains pertaining to one principle, THE 
CURTAINS OF FINE TWINED LINEN...and there are curtains 
pertaining to another principle, THE CURTAINS OF GOATS' HAIR. All 
is within the secret of above, OF THE ASPECT OF HEAVEN, for us to 
know wisdom in each and every aspect and thing. Therefore, man 
distinguishes between good and evil, NAMELY, BETWEEN THE 
CURTAINS OF FINE TWINED LINEN, WHICH ARE GOOD, AND THE 
CURTAINS OF GOATS' HAIR, WHICH ARE EVIL, between the secret 
of Chochmah, and something not established by Chochmah, BUT BY 
CHASSADIM, NAMELY BETWEEN THE CURTAINS OF FINE TWINED 
LINEN ...UNDER THE RULE OF CHASSADIM, AND THE BOARDS 
UNDER THE RULE OF CHOCHMAH. In the secret of the first 
measurement, IN THE SECRET OF CUBIT, it was explained how 
many aspects it embraced, NAMELY ONE THOUSAND FIVE 
HUNDRED ASPECTS, TWELVE THOUSAND CUBIT EACH.
 

 

256. This is the secret of the Ark: which is reckoned whence it takes, 
whence it receives and what it possesses. HE EXPLAINS: It takes 
from the two sides, RIGHT AND LEFT. ALSO, WHATEVER it receives 
IS from the same two sides. Therefore, there is one cubit on this 
side, RIGHT, and one cubit on that side, LEFT, and a half cubit it has 
on its own. Hence it is written, "two cubits and a half was the length 
of it" (Shemot 37:1), two cubits from the two sides, RIGHT AND 
LEFT, and a half of its own, regarding length. It is one cubit and a 
half wide and high; one CUBIT from the side which takes more, the 
same as it took from right and left, and a half of its own, for a thing 
dwells but upon some substance, hence there is a half in each and 
every reckoning. And that is why the Ark, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
receives from all, and is found to contain the secret of the reckoning 
of them all.
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257. It was explained why THE ARK was inlaid with gold inside and 
outside, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE INCLUSION OF THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH THAT IS CALLED 'GOLD'. This is the 
dimension established in the first measurement OF THE SAID 
CURTAINS, and everything is based on the same principle. The table 
too fits the first measurements OF THE CURTAINS.
 

 

258. But the dimensions of the Ark, found in the secret of the Torah, 
and the first dimensions OF THE CURTAINS, mentioned by my 
father, RABBI SHIMON, were not to be made MORE USE of than he 
revealed to the superior wise men, so they may know from it the 
secret of wisdom and distinguish between good and evil, between 
supernal Wisdom and the other Wisdom IN MALCHUT. All the other 
constructions of the Tabernacle were measured by the cubit, LIKE 
THE CURTAINS, except for the measuring of the breastplate, which 
was made by the span, as was explained.
 

 

259. Come and see: All the tunics, OF AARON AND HIS SONS, were 
made in the mystery of holiness, AND THOUGH THERE ARE NO 
SIZES MENTIONED, it was all in the secret of six, CHESED, 
INCLUDING THE SIX DIRECTIONS CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, and made by six THREADS, THE 
SECRET OF CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, ESTABLISHED and existing by six. All that 
was made IN THE TABERNACLE was to be dressed by and corrected 
by the six, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, and in the secret of six, CHESED.
 

 

260. All THE MEASUREMENTS IN THE TABERNACLE WERE in the 
secret of the measuring line. The measurements made by Ezekiel 
were made by the measuring reed, because that house is destined to 
remain with the same walls, and stone walls, the same entrances and 
the same doors, everything according to measure. But in the future, 
BY THE MEASUREMENTS OF THE MANSION OF EZEKIEL, WHICH 
WILL BE IN THE FUTURE, it is said of that measure "the side 
chambers were broader as they wound higher and 
higher" (Yechezkel. 41:7). For when they will start to build using the 
measuring reed, it will stretch higher and higher in length and 
breadth, the mansion will expand on all sides, and none will think ill 
of it, as explained by the verse, "and Damascus shall be His resting 
place" (Zecharyah 9:1). For at that time there will be no Judgment 
upon the world, and all will be established firmly and completely, as 
it is said: "and be troubled no more; neither shall the children of 
wickedness torment them any more..." (II Shmuel 7:10).
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261. Come and see: All the measuring and measurements, 
MENTIONED OF THE HOUSE OF EZEKIEL, are all present in this 
world, so it may be a reflection of above, to connect this world to the 
upper world so all will be one in one mystery. But at that time when 
the Holy One, blessed be He will bestir Himself to renew the world, 
then all the worlds will be in the secret of one, LIKE THE UPPER 
WORLD, and the glory of the Holy One, blessed be He WILL BE in 
them all. And "in that day shall Hashem be One, and His Name 
One" (Zecharyah 14:9). HIS NAME, THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, IS 
ONE ON ITS OWN LIKE YUD HEI VAV HEI.
 

 

 
 
27. The names of Mem-Bet (42) and Ayin-Bet (72) 
Rabbi Yehuda opens with: "The counsel (secret) of Hashem is with them that fear Him, and His covenant to make them know it." One of the 
explanations he offers is that people who fear sin are afraid of the sublime mysteries and therefore do not study them but they may know and 
understand the secrets. He talks about the world being engraved with 42 letters. 'Engraving' is explained as the light being covered and withheld. 
The letters create the world above and the world below, the world of unity and the world of duality, when the letters are then called 'mountains of 
separation'. Next Rabbi Yehuda returns to a discussion of 'the Urim' and 'the Tumim' that are described as the secret of 72 engraved letters that 
reveal the light of Chochmah. Rabbi Yehuda talks about the letters Hei and Vav and how the Tabernacle was created using these letters. When he 
built the Tabernacle, Betzalel combined the letters and did the work with different combinations of them, also using the combinations of the letters 
of the Holy Name. But when he started to erect the Tabernacle he couldn't do it because only Moses knew what the letters wanted, therefore the 
Tabernacle was erected by Moses.

262. Rabbi Yehuda then opened the discussion with the verse: "The 
counsel (secret) of Hashem is with them that fear Him, and His 
covenant to make them know it" (Tehilim 25:14). It means that this 
sublime secret is stored and available only for them that fear Him, 
who fear the Holy One, blessed be He always. They are worthy of 
these sublime secrets to keep them, which are hidden and 
concealed, being supernal mysteries. But the secret of "and His 
covenant to make them know it" is that it refers to the Holy 
Covenant, "to make them know it," as this place may be revealed 
and known.
 

 

263. There is another EXPLANATION OF, "The counsel (secret) of 
Hashem is with them that fear Him." These secrets have the aspect 
of fear. They who fear sin are afraid of these sublime mysteries, AND 
DO NOT STUDY THEM. But "and His covenant to make them know it" 
means they may know and understand the things, that will explain 
the secrets.
 

 

264. Come and see: The world, MALCHUT, had been engraved with 
and exists by 42 letters. COVERING THE LIGHTS AND 
WITHHOLDING THEM IS ENGRAVING. REVEALING THEM IS 
EXISTING, NAMELY MOCHIN THAT SUSTAINS THAT GRADE. They 
are all a crown for the Holy Name, FOR THE NAME OF 42 IS THE 
SECRET OF THE FIRST THREE SFIROT, KETER, CHOCHMAH AND 
BINAH THAT ARE MADE A CROWN TO MALCHUT CALLED 'NAME'. 
When they are united, THE 42 LETTERS TO GIVE PLENTY, they go 
up with its letters TO BINAH, WHERE THEY WERE FIRST 
REVEALED, and go down TO ZEIR ANPIN and make themselves IN 
IT, into crowns to the four directions, WHICH ARE CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT UP TO THE CHEST, THE 
SECRET OF THE THREE COLUMNS AND MALCHUT WHICH 
RECEIVES THEM. Thus it may exist. NAMELY TO RECEIVE THESE 
MOCHIN FROM BINAH, THAT EXISTS THROUGH THEM.
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265. Then these letters depart FROM THE NAME OF 42 WITHIN ZEIR 
ANPIN, and create the world, MALCHUT above and below, the world 
of unity and the world of division. They are then called "mountains 
of separation" (Shir Hashirim 2:17). These mountains of separation 
are watered when the south, RIGHT side, approaches THE LEFT 
SIDE, and water flows, drawn by the power of above IN ZEIR ANPIN. 
Then all is in rejoicing.
 

 

266. And when thought, THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH, mounts with 
willing joy from the most covered, KETER, one light flows from it, 
WHICH IS BINAH, and they approach each other, CHOCHMAH AND 
BINAH. This was already explained.
 

 

267. These 42 letters are a high mystery, with which were created the 
upper world, ZEIR ANPIN, and the lower world, MALCHUT. They 
establish and contain the mystery of all the worlds, and for their 
being their secret it is written, "The secret of Hashem is with them 
that fear Him." This is a secret of the engraved letters IN THE NAME 
OF 42, which is revealed in its engravings.
 

 

268. It is written, "and you shall put in the breastplate of judgment 
the Urim and the Tumim" (Shemot 28:30). It was explained that the 
MEANING OF Urim (Eng. 'lights') is that they illuminate, in the secret 
of the shining mirror, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, and this is the 
engravings of the letters of the Holy Name in the secret of 42, with 
which the worlds were created. The letters were sunken into it. "The 
Tumim" refer to the secret of the letters contained in the mirror 
which does not shine, WHICH IS MALCHUT, shining with the 72 
engraved letters, in the secret of the Holy Name. THE NAME OF 72 IS 
THE SECRET OF REVEALING THE LIGHT OF CHOCHMAH THAT IS 
WITHIN MALCHUT. Together they are called 'Urim and Tumim'.
 

 

269. Come and see: When the letters OF THE NAME OF 42 are 
sunken INTO THE BREASTPLATE OF JUDGMENT, by that power OF 
THE SUNKEN LETTERS other letters of the tribes shine, now 
illuminating, now darkening, according to the secret of the letters of 
the Holy Names we mentioned, THE NAME OF 42. These letters of 
the Holy Names OF 42 embrace the secret of the Torah, THEY ARE 
REVEALED WITHIN ZEIR ANPIN CALLED 'TORAH', and all the 
worlds were created in the secret of these letters. These names OF 
42 were hidden and sunken IN THE BREASTPLATE, and the letters 
of the names of the tribes stood out above. Hence, everything 
springs from the secret of these letters. We already explained 
everything.
 

 

270. We learned, in relation to the secret of the letters in the Torah, 
that the letter Bet starts the Torah, THE LETTER BET OF 
"BERESHEET" (IN THE BEGINNING) - it has been explained, that it 
created with the supernal power, using the strength of the mystery 
of the 42 letters MEANING THE NAME 42. Bet is female, NAMELY 
MALCHUT, and Aleph is male, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN. As Bet created, 
so did Aleph issue all the 22 letters, THE SECRET OF THE PARTICLE 
ET (ALEPH-TAV), INCLUDING ALL THE LETTERS FROM ALEPH TO 
TAV.
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271. The letter Hei OF "THE (HEB. HA) HEAVEN" INDICATES uniting 
with the heaven, NAMELY THE INFLUENCE OF BINAH UPON THE 
HEAVEN, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, to give it life and inspire it WITH 
MOCHIN. It is upon the letter Vav OF "AND (HEB. VE) THE EARTH," 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, to nourish MALCHUT CALLED 'EARTH' and 
supply it with what it needs. This is the secret of: "In the beginning...
the heaven and the (Heb. ve'et) earth" (Beresheet 1:1). VAV ADJOINS 
THE PARTICLE ET, THOUGH IT SHOULD HAVE ADJOINED "THE 
EARTH." This indicates the set of 22 letters ISSUED BY VAV, FOR ET 
INCLUDES THE 22 LETTERS FROM ALEPH TO TAV, from which the 
earth, MALCHUT, is sustained. The earth then embraces them into 
itself, according to the verse, "all the rivers run into the sea, yet the 
sea is not full" (Kohelet 1:7), MEANING THAT ALL THE CHANNELS 
OF PLENTY OF ZEIR ANPIN FLOW INTO MALCHUT CALLED 'SEA'. 
This is the secret of "and the (Heb. ve'et) earth," as MALCHUT 
gathers all into her and receives them, the earth took the letter Vav 
and nourished UPON IT.
 

 

272. This is the mystery - why the Tabernacle was erected only by 
Moses, since from that side of Moses, ZEIR ANPIN, another high 
grade, BINAH, bestirred itself to establish the Tabernacle, MALCHUT, 
so there will be sustenance for all. This is the secret of "and Moses 
erected the Tabernacle" (Shemot 40:18), erecting it by these letters 
with which heaven and earth were created, REFERRING TO THE 
NAME OF 42.
 

 

273. So Betzalel carried out all the work of the Tabernacle using the 
secret of the engraved letters, with which heaven and earth were 
created, NAMELY, THE NAME 42. He was therefore called 'Betzalel', 
since he knew the engraving of these letters, with which heaven and 
earth were created. Unless he knew them, he could not have done 
the work in the Tabernacle. The sense thereof is that as the upper 
Tabernacle was built, and all its actions done, only by the secret of 
these letters, OF THE NAME 42, so here in the Tabernacle below, 
nothing was built save by the secrets of these letters.
 

 

274. Betzalel was combining the letters, OF THE NAME 42, and did 
the various works with different combinations thereof. He used each 
combination to do one task, and all that pertains to it. And so with all 
the works in the Tabernacle, together with its parts and 
amendments, he used combinations of the letters of the Holy Name 
42.
 

 

275. When he started to erect THE TABERNACLE, he could not set it 
up. Why? Because the will AND MEDITATION regarding coming from 
these letters OF THE NAME 42 was given to no one but Moses, who 
knew the wish concerning these letters, and therefore, the 
Tabernacle was erected by him, as it is written, "and Moses erected...
and put...and set" (Shemot 40:18-19). But Betzalel did not know, and 
therefore could not build it.
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28. "He asked life of you" 
Rabbi Yitzchak begins with: "The king joys in Your strength, Hashem, and in Your salvation how greatly he rejoices. You have given him his heart's 
desire... He asked life of You..." and tells us that David sang this in praise. 'Strength' is the joy of studying the Torah, and 'the king' refers to God. In 
"He asked life of You, and You did give it him; length of days for ever and ever," we learn that King David only lived 72 years, and that these years 
were actually taken from Adam, who had a thousand years but only used nine hundred and thirty. Lastly Rabbi Yitzchak talks about the time when 
the temple will be rebuilt again in the future.

276. Rabbi Yitzchak then opened the discussion and said: "The king 
joys in Your strength, Hashem, and in Your salvation how greatly he 
rejoices. You have given him his heart's desire... He asked life of 
You..." (Tehilim 21:2-5). David sang this in praise of the 
Congregation of Yisrael, MALCHUT, which the Holy One, blessed be 
He gladdens with the joy of Torah called 'strength', as it is written, 
"Hashem will give strength to His people" (Tehilim 29:11). THIS IS 
THE MEANING OF "THE KING JOYS IN YOUR STRENGTH..." "The 
king joys" refers to the Holy One, blessed be He called 'king', as it is 
written, "and there was a king in Yeshurun" (Devarim 33:5).
 

 

277. "And in Your salvation how greatly he rejoices." This is the 
salvation of the right, WHICH IS CHASSADIM, as you say, "save with 
Your right hand" (Tehilim 60:7), and 'His right hand shall save him.' 
In "how greatly he rejoices (Heb. yagil)" an extra Yud IS WRITTEN, 
('YAGIL' INSTEAD OF 'YAGEL'). It is the secret of the sign of the Holy 
Covenant, in which all rejoice, NAMELY YESOD. 'All' is said of the 
King, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

278. "He asked life of You, and You did give it him; length of days for 
ever and ever" (Tehilim 21:5). We learned from here that King David 
had no life whatsoever, except what Adam gave him of his own. It 
was established that King David lived 72 years, the seventy years 
given him by the Holy One, blessed be He from the years of Adam, 
WHO HAD A THOUSAND YEARS TO LIVE, ACCORDING TO THE 
SECRET OF THE VERSE, "ON THE DAY THAT YOU 
EAT..." (BERESHEET 2:17). A DAY OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE 
HE LASTS A THOUSAND YEARS, BUT ADAM LIVED ONLY NINE 
HUNDRED THIRTY YEARS, AND THE SEVENTY HE GAVE TO KING 
DAVID. David lived upon them, and was given longevity in this world 
and in the World to Come. The verse, "He asked life of You, and You 
did give him" refers to this matter.
  

279. "His glory is great" (Tehilim 21:6), because He is great, as it is 
written, "great is our Master, and of great power" (Tehilim 147:5). 
Assuredly, ZEIR ANPIN is called 'great'. This is the secret of "And 
Elohim made the two great lights" (Beresheet 1:6). Surely they were 
great, EVEN MALCHUT, CALLED 'MOON', WAS AS GREAT AS ZEIR 
ANPIN, CALLED 'SUN'. With all that ZEIR ANPIN is called 'great' as it 
is said, "great is our Master, and of great power," BUT MALCHUT IS 
NOT CALLED 'GREAT', SINCE IT DIMINISHED. The Holy One, 
blessed be He is not called 'great', only by the words, "Great is 
Hashem, and highly to be praised in the city of our Elohim, in the 
mountain of His holiness" (Tehilim 48:2), MEANING THAT ZEIR 
ANPIN is great ONLY in the city of our Elohim, in the mountain of His 
holiness, WHICH IS MALCHUT.
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280. "For You put blessings upon him forever" (Tehilim 21:7). For 
You put blessings upon him," because MALCHUT is a blessing of 
the whole world, and all the blessings of the world emerge from 
here. And it is a blessing. This is the secret of "and you shall be a 
blessing" (Beresheet 12:2), because here, IN MALCHUT, dwell all the 
blessings of above and hence they go into the whole world. It is 
therefore called 'a blessing'.
 

 

281. It is written here: "You make him glad" (Tehilim 21:7), and 
"Jethro rejoiced" (Shemot 18:9). IN THE LATTER VERSE THERE 
WAS JOY FOR THE REDEMPTION OF YISRAEL FROM EGYPT, IN 
THE FORMER ALSO FOR REDEMPTION, that the Holy One, blessed 
be He is destined to raise the Congregation of Yisrael, MALCHUT, 
from the dust, keep it in the secret of the right and renew it like the 
moon is renewed by the sun.
 

 

282. It is written, "You make him glad with Your 
countenance" (Tehilim 21:7) MEANING THAT he will be before You, 
gladly in front of You with the perfection achieved at the time, 
NAMELY, IN THE FUTURE. For at the time the Temple was 
destroyed, MALCHUT emptied of her fullness, as it is said, "she that 
has borne seven languishes" (Yirmeyah 15:9), and, "I shall be filled 
with her that is laid waste" (Yechezkel 26:2), FOR IN THE FUTURE 
SHE WILL BE RENEWED AGAIN.
 

 

 
 
29. "And they brought the Tabernacle to Moses" 
We are told here of the time when Moses erected the Tabernacle and everything in it was brought before him. He was unable to enter into the Tent of 
Testimony because of the cloud that was in it. A comparison is drawn to a wife preparing herself and adorning herself for her husband, as Malchut 
comes to Zeir Anpin. We read of the prevalence of the color blue in the Tabernacle and are told of the 'plate of pure gold' that is inscribed "Holiness 
to Hashem."

283. Come and see: When Moses erected the Tabernacle, he 
checked all the crafts, that they were done properly. Then he erected 
it. All the crafts of the Tabernacle were brought before Moses one by 
one. This is the secret of the verse, "the virgins, her companions 
that follow her, shall be brought to you" (Tehilim 45:15). "Brought to 
you" is the same as "brought the Tabernacle to Moses" (Shemot 
39:33). IT IS THE SECRET OF THE SEVEN MAIDENS BRINGING 
MALCHUT CALLED 'TABERNACLE' TO MOSES, WHO IS THE 
SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

284. HE ASKS: Why did they bring the Tabernacle? AND HE 
ANSWERS it was then the time of espousals of Moses, ZEIR ANPIN, 
and therefore, they brought the Tabernacle, MALCHUT, to Moses, 
like a bride coming to the house of the groom. For first the bride 
should be brought to the groom, as it is written, "I gave my daughter 
to this man to wife" (Devarim 22:16). Then he comes to her, as said, 
"and went in to her" (Beresheet 38:2), and "Moses went into the Tent 
of Testimony" (Bemidbar 17:23), WHICH IS MALCHUT.
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285. It is written, "and Moses was not able to enter into the Tent of 
Testimony, because the cloud rested on it..." (Shemot 40:35). The 
sense is that it adorned itself as a woman prepares and adorns 
herself for her husband. And when she does so, it is not fit that her 
husband should enter to her. Therefore, "Moses was not able to 
enter into the Tent of Testimony because the cloud rested on it." For 
this reason "they brought the Tabernacle to Moses." Also, "Moses 
saw all the work..." (Shemot 39:43).
 

 

286. Come and see: In all the works of the Tabernacle the blue color 
was present, because it is adorned in the secret of all the colors, 
BEING THE SECRET OF THE BLACK LIGHT IN THE CANDLE UPON 
WHICH RESTS THE WHITE LIGHT. It is written, "and they made the 
plate of the holy crown of pure gold...and they tied to it a lace of 
blue" (Shemot 39:30). This we explained in the secret of the verse, 
"and you shall make a plate of pure gold, and engrave upon it, like 
the engravings of a signet, holiness to Hashem" (Shemot 28:36), 
"and wrote upon it a writing, like the engravings of a signet, Holiness 
to Hashem" (Shemot 39:30).
 

 

 
 
30. The traps 
This section tells about the turning wheels of light that are called 'traps'. They are described as the 'judgments of the Left Column' and they travel 
and turn around the world. There is one great pillar thrust into the abyss, and stones within the abyss, and many wheels revolving around the pillar. 
We read that above the pillar is a wheel that is present in twelve thousand worlds and it revolves within the Tabernacle, it both turns and does not 
turn. In the Tabernacle is a crier who proclaims: 'beware of the turning wheel'. Rabbi Shimon says that anyone who understands may have access to 
the high secrets and the keys hidden within the holy Tabernacle. He ends by saying how happy those people are who put their strength in God and 
who are chosen by Him. 
Tosefta (addendum)

287. In the high mysteries, NAMELY, THE HIGH LIGHTS, there are 
traps, THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LEFT COLUMN. These LIGHTS go 
up and down, and THE TRAPS remain at their place. THESE LIGHTS 
are turning wheels. They exist from the time that the dust was 
gathered. And the wheels turn around the world and circle it.
 

 

288. When they circle the deserts, the ruling of the receiving OF 
CHOCHMAH is within them. There is one wheel among them, which 
turns and turns not, present in twelve thousand worlds. It is in the 
midst OF THE WHEELS, rising and traveling among them.
 

 

289. Under that FOURTH wheel, stands one pillar, thrust into the 
great abyss. In THE GREAT ABYSS, stones roll within abysses, 
going up and down. That one pillar stands upon them, moving yet 
not moving, thrust from above to below. Two hundred and twenty 
other wheels are turning around that pillar.
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290. HE EXPLAINS: The other wheel above THE THRUST PILLAR, 
NAMELY THE FOURTH WHEEL, that is present in twelve thousand 
worlds, turns round within the Tabernacle, NUKVA OF ZEIR ANPIN, 
turning and turning not. That Tabernacle stands upon twelve 
thousand worlds. In it there is a crier proclaiming 'beware of the 
turning wheel'.
 

 

291. Whoever has understanding eyes, he may know and behold the 
Wisdom of his Master, and know most high matters, where the keys 
of his Master are found, hidden within the holy Tabernacle. They are 
happy in this world, and happy in the World to Come. Of them it is 
written, "happy is the man whose strength is in You, in whose heart 
are Your highways" (Tehilim 84:6), and "happy is the man whom You 
choose, and causes to approach to You, that he may dwell in Your 
courts: we will be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your 
Temple" (Tehilim 65:5). 
(End of Tosefta)
 

 

 
 
31. The letters of Yud Hei Vav Hei are like the letters of Adonai 
We are told that the mystery of the Tabernacle that is like the mystery of the Ark includes the secrets of the Holy Name Adonai, as can be seen in: 
"behold, the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord (Adon) of all the earth." Rabbi Shimon explains how the letters in Adonai are like the letters Yud Hei 
Vav Hei, and tells about their numerical significance. He says that the Tabernacle below on earth and the upper Tabernacle (Adonai) and the third 
Tabernacle that is even higher (Binah) are all comprised within each other "that the Tabernacle may be one."

292. Within the mystery of the Tabernacle are found high secrets of 
the Holy Name Adonai. The mystery of the Tabernacle resembles the 
supernal mystery of the Ark, as it is written, "behold, the Ark of the 
Covenant of the Master (Heb. adon) of all the earth" (Yehoshua 3:11). 
"The Master of all the earth" is the holy secret of the name Adonai. It 
reflects the Holy Name Yud Hei Vav Hei, because THE LETTERS 
ADONAI are like the letters YUD HEI VAV HEI.
 

 

293. HE EXPLAINS: Aleph OF ADONAI is like Yud OF YUD HEI VAV 
HEI, WHICH IS ABA. The mystery of the Yud FULLY SPELLED is like 
Aleph, FOR IN THE SHAPE OF THE LETTER ALEPH THERE IS YUD 
ABOVE, VAV IN THE MIDDLE AND DALET BELOW, NAMELY YUD 
(YUD-VAV-DALET). This was established. Dalet OF ADONAI is the 
secret of Hei OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS IMA, BECAUSE WHEN 
MALCHUT SERVES AS A GARMENT TO THE LEFT COLUMN OF IMA, 
IT IS CALLED 'DALET'. The one resembles the other, all in one 
mystery and manner. IT WAS EXPLAINED THAT Nun OF ADONAI is 
the secret of the letter Vav OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS TIFERET, 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN. And though VAV is male, and NUN is 
female, they were combined within one another, TIFERET OF 
ADONAI, WHICH IS MALCHUT, THE SECRET OF NUN, IS INCLUDED 
WITHIN TIFERET OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, THE 
SECRET OF VAV. It was explained that Nun and Vav are in the 
middle, combined together. NUN IS THE CENTER OF THE LETTERS 
NUMERICALLY COUNTED IN UNITS OF 'TENS', YUD (=TEN), CAF 
(=TWENTY), LAMED (=THIRTY), MEM, NUN, SAMECH, AYIN, PEI, 
TZADI, AND VAV IS THE CENTER OF THE LETTERS NUMERICALLY 
COUNTED IN UNITS OF ONE: ALEPH (=ONE), BET (=TWO), GIMEL, 
DALET, HEI, VAV, ZAYIN, CHET, TET. Hei OF YUD HEI VAV HEI is the 
secret of Yud OF ADONAI, WHICH IS MALCHUT, since THE YUD in 
here is little Chochmah called 'the Wisdom of Solomon'.
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294. The letters are comprised within one another, THE FOUR 
LETTERS OF ADONAI INCLUDED WITHIN THE FOUR LETTERS YUD 
HEI VAV HEI. They all belong to the same principle, including the 
one in the other, everything being one. Everything is one mystery by 
the holy letters. Therefore, the Tabernacle below on earth is based 
on the secret of the upper Tabernacle, WHICH IS MALCHUT CALLED 
'ADONAI', and that upper Tabernacle is in the secret of yet another 
Tabernacle superior to all, WHICH IS BINAH. All are comprised 
within one another so as to form one whole. Hence it is written, "that 
the Tabernacle may be one" (Shemot 26:6).
 

 

 
 
32. "And Moses erected the Tabernacle" 
Rabbi Shimon tells us that there is another Tabernacle above like the one that Moses erected on the earth. The 'wise men' in "and all the wise men, 
that carried out all the work of the sanctuary..." who labor on the Tabernacle above are the directions of Zeir Anpin, these directions are the paths to 
the sea, Malchut. Betzalel worked from the right and Aholiav worked from the left, just as the higher Tabernacle is built from the right and left sides 
of Zeir Anpin. We learn that on the day the Tabernacle was finished death was removed from the world, or at least it lost its dominion. The angel of 
death will not be removed from the world altogether until the return of Messiah. Then "He will swallow up death forever." Rabbi Yehuda next tells us 
that when Yisrael made the golden calf, Moses pitched his tent outside the camp so that holiness would not be defiled by their unholy actions. He 
says that when Jerusalem is finally fulfilled the evil Tyre will be in ruins.

295. It is written, "Amalek was the first of the nations, but his latter 
end shall be everlasting perdition" (Bemidbar 24:20). Come and see: 
When the Tabernacle was erected, it was erected by Moses, as we 
learned from the verse, "And Moses erected the 
Tabernacle" (Shemot 40:18). No one could raise it up until MOSES 
raised it up. It is LIKE a queen, whom no one has permission to raise 
up save her husband. Also here, all the craftsmen came to erect the 
Tabernacle, but could not until Moses came, WHO IS A CHARIOT OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, THE HUSBAND OF THE QUEEN, and raised it up, for he 
is the landlord.
 

 

296. Since Moses erected the Tabernacle below, another Tabernacle 
was raised above. It is explained, that it is written, "was 
erected" (Shemot 40:17), not mentioning by whom, because it was 
erected out of the secret of the upper world, hidden and concealed, 
by the hands of the mystery of Moses, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, to be 
perfected together with him.
 

 

297. It is written above: "and all the wise men, that carried out all the 
work of the sanctuary..." (Shemot 36:4). HE ASKS: IF THIS REFERS 
TO THE TABERNACLE ABOVE, who then are the wise men that carry 
out THE WORK OF THE SANCTUARY THERE? HE ANSWERS: These 
are right, left, and all the rest of the directions OF ZEIR ANPIN, which 
are the paths and ways that gather in the sea, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
THE SECRET OF THE TABERNACLE, to fill it up. It is they who built 
and prepared the Tabernacle above.
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298. THE TABERNACLE BELOW was built in the same manner. 
Betzalel and Aholiav worked, one on the right side, CHASSADIM, and 
the other on the left side, CHOCHMAH. Betzalel was of the right and 
Aholiav of the left, this one of the tribe of Judah, THE RIGHT SIDE 
OF MALCHUT, and that one of the tribe of Dan, OF THE LEFT. THEY 
CORRESPOND TO THE RIGHT AND LEFT SIDES OF ZEIR ANPIN. 
After them, "every wise hearted man" (Ibid. 1), "and all the wise men, 
that carried out," CORRESPONDING TO THE OTHER SIDES OF ZEIR 
ANPIN. And we explained that all IN THE TABERNACLE BELOW was 
like THE TABERNACLE above.
 

 

299. On the day the Tabernacle was erected, death was removed 
from the world. Do not say 'removed' but that death disappeared 
from the world and lost its dominion. And as we explained, the Evil 
Inclination, THE ANGEL OF DEATH, would not be removed from the 
world until King Messiah will come and the Holy One, blessed be He 
will rejoice in His doings. Then "He will swallow up death 
forever" (Yeshayah 25:8). When the Tabernacle was erected by 
Moses, the strength of Evil Inclination departed and became 
subdued, and lost its power. At that time, Samael separated the 
strength of the harshness of the left from the strength of the evil 
serpent, so it could not rule over the world, nor join man and lead 
him astray.
 

 

300. Rabbi Yehuda said: When Yisrael made the golden calf, "Moses 
would take the tent, and pitch it outside the camp" (Shemot 33:7). 
The sense thereof is that he saw the Evil Inclination walking among 
them, and he said, 'the side of holiness shall not dwell within the 
side of defilement'. Rabbi Elazar said: As long as the side of 
holiness has dominion, the side of defilement does not, and is 
subdued before HOLINESS. From here we learn that when Jerusalem 
will be full, the evil Tyre shall be in ruins.
 

 

 
 
33. The secret of the camel 
Rabbi Yehuda wonders why Rebecca got down from the camel when she saw Isaac coming, and if it was because she saw how beautiful he was. 
Rabbi Shimon says that when she met Isaac it was Minchah time, during which there is a strict Judgment. She saw that this was symbolized by the 
camel as the secret of death. Rabbi Shimon explains how the camel (gamal) is like requital (gmulo), and says that the camel is all-devouring and all-
exterminating, always ready to work against men, just like judgment and death. He says that the camel brought death into the world by inciting 
Adam and Eve to eat from the Tree of Knowledge. The camel's rider is Samael who came to confuse and bring death to everyone, Adam attracted 
him and then Samael led them all astray. Therefore Rivkah got off the camel because she saw that Isaac had strict Judgment attached to him. Rabbi 
Shimon also mentions the dross of gold that is another aspect of strict judgment.

301. He opened the discussion with the verse: "and she said to the 
servant, 'What man is this that walks in the field to meet us?' And the 
servant said..." (Beresheet 24:65). In the preceding verse it is written, 
"And Rivkah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she 
alighted from the camel" (Ibid. 64). HE ASKS: Why is this verse in the 
Torah, and is it because she saw the beauty of Isaac that she 
alighted from the camel?
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302. HE RESPONDS: This verse contains a mystery. Come and see: 
When Rivkah met Isaac, it was Minchah time, and at that time, a 
strict Judgment bestirs itself in the world. She saw the rigor of harsh 
Judgment, and that its lower part ends in a camel. This is the secret 
of death. Hence she alighted from the camel, for when harsh 
Judgment is watching, that camel is strengthened. That is why she 
slipped off and did not remain seated.
 

 

303. Come and see: This camel (Heb. gamal) is the secret of the 
verse, "and that which he has given (Heb. gmulo) He will pay him 
back" (Mishlei 19:17), FOR GAMAL (ENG. 'CAMEL') IS SIMILAR TO 
GMUL (ENG. 'REQUITAL'), WHICH REFERS TO the requital to the 
wicked, as said, "Alas! It shall be ill with the wicked, for according to 
the deserving (Heb. gmul) of his hands shall be done to 
him" (Yeshayah 3:11). This is a camel: all-devouring and all-
exterminating, always ready against men. Therefore, whoever sees a 
camel in his dream, he is shown that death was decreed upon him, 
but he was saved.
 

 

304. Come and see: The side of defilement is called 'CAMEL', 
because it brought death to the whole world, and instigated Adam 
and his wife TO THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. 
His rider is Samael, come to confuse the world and cause death to 
all. Hence, he became ruler over everything. It was Adam, who drew 
him, and once he did, he was drawn after them, until he led them 
astray. For that reason Solomon said: "and come not nigh the door 
of her house" (Mishlei 5:8), for whoever approaches her house, she 
comes out and attaches herself and is drawn to him.
 

 

305. Therefore, Rivkah saw ISAAC, with strict Judgment attached to 
him, and when she saw that he is in the secret of harsh Judgment, 
and that from that side another harsh Judgment comes from the 
dross of gold, she immediately "alighted from the camel" to break 
from the Judgment of that dross. It is written, "the voice of Hashem 
rendering recompense to His enemies" (Yeshayah 66:6), NAMELY, 
from that filth.
 

 

 
 
34. The dross of gold 
Rabbi Yehuda wonders why Yisrael chose a calf to make from the gold and not something else, and he wonders who chose it as an image for 
Elohim. Rabbi Shimon tells how the chieftain who is in charge of the strength of the sun looks like a calf and it is the sun that generates the red gold 
on earth. He says that red is the spirit of unholiness, and it is also the evil serpent that Samael rides on. He draws a distinction between 'this', 
referring to the Holy Spirit, and 'these', referring to the spirit of unholiness, 'this' and 'these' being found in many verses of the Torah.
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306. Come and see: When Yisrael did what they did, and committed 
that sin, why did they choose a calf, and not something else? If you 
say they chose the calf, this is not so. They only said, "Arise, make 
us Elohim, which shall go before us" (Shemot 32:1), and Aaron 
wanted to detain them. WHO THEN CHOSE THE CALF?
 

 

307. HE REPLIES: Assuredly this was done properly. For from the 
side of gold, THE LEFT COLUMN, the dross comes out when the 
gold is refined. From THE DROSS OF GOLD are spread all the 
aspects of the left, the fusion of the refuse, spread to different 
directions. They are all of a red color, the hue of gold found in the 
mountains, when the sun is strong. For the strength of the sun 
shines upon the gold and generates it on earth. The chieftain, in 
charge of the strength of the sun, resembles a calf in his looks, and 
is called "the destruction that wastes at noonday" (Tehilim 91:6). The 
red fusion of the gold is coming out of the calf, NAMELY, THAT 
CHIEFTAIN, AND ALSO all those coming from that red, which is the 
spirit of unholiness, AND ALSO all those issuing from that spirit of 
unholiness and spreading in the world. THEREFORE, THE CALF 
WAS MADE BY THE FUSION OF THE GOLD THAT AARON THREW 
INTO THE FIRE.
 

 

308. The spirit of unholiness is the evil serpent, upon which rides 
SAMAEL, a male and a female called 'these', so called for appearing 
in the world in all their several aspects. The Holy Spirit is called 
'this' (Heb. zot, fem.), the secret of the Covenant, the holy sign 
always found on men, NAMELY, THE CROWN OF YESOD. It is also 
CALLED 'this' (Heb. ze, masc.), as it is written, "this is 
Hashem" (Yeshayah 25:9), and "this is my El" (Shemot 15:2). But the 
others are called 'these', as it is written, "these are your Elohim, 
Yisrael" (Shemot 32:4), and "these may forget" (Yeshayah 49:15), 
REFERRING TO THE MAKING OF THE GOLDEN CALF, "yet I (the 
secret of 'this') shall not forget you" (Ibid.). It is also written, "for 
these I weep" (Eichah 1:16), because the sin OF THE CALF CALLED 
'THESE' caused them much weeping.
 

 

309. Another explanation OF THE VERSE "for these I weep": 
because the place CALLED 'THESE' was given permission to rule 
over Yisrael and destroy the Temple, it is written, "for these I weep." 
The secret of the matter is that "for these" is the side of defilement 
CALLED 'THESE', which was given permission to rule. "I weep" 
refers to the Holy Spirit, NAMELY MALCHUT, called 'I'.
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310. And if you say, "these are the words of the covenant" (Devarim 
28:69), is written AS CHASTISEMENT, HE ANSWERS: Assuredly so, 
FOR HERE ALSO THERE IS AN ALLUSION TO THE OTHER SIDE, 
because all these curses have existence only in 'these', where are all 
the curses are found as explained THAT THE OTHER SIDE is 
damned, as it is written, "you are cursed above...every 
beast" (Beresheet 3:14). For that reason 'these' precede, referring to 
whoever transgresses "the words of the covenant." ALSO, "these 
are commandments, which Hashem commanded Moses" (Vayikra 
27:34), for the precepts of the Torah purify man so he would not 
stray to the path OF 'THESE', but beware of them, and stay away 
from them.
 

 

311. You may say "these are the generations of Noah, 
Noah..." (Beresheet 6:9). Assuredly, THE OTHER SIDE WAS THERE 
TOO, because he begot Ham, the father of Canaan, upon which it is 
written, "cursed be Canaan" (Beresheet 9:25). This is the secret of 
writing 'these', THAT HE IS CURSED.
  

312. Hence they are all the fusion of the dross of gold. And Aaron 
offered gold, which is of his own side, THE ASPECT THEREOF 
included in the strength of fire, MEANING THAT RIGHT IS INCLUDED 
IN THE LEFT, AND THEREFORE, AARON, WHO IS RIGHT WAS 
COMPRISED WITHIN THE LEFT, WHICH IS THE STRENGTH OF FIRE. 
And all is one. This side, LEFT, is gold and fire.
 

 

 
 
35. The calf 
We learn that the golden calf gave the spirit of unholiness a place of focus in which it could strengthen. Furthermore, even though Yisrael had been 
free of death from the time they stood upon Mount Sinai they now brought death upon themselves and upon all future generations. We are told that 
Aaron had to be purified for seven days because if it were not for him the golden calf would not have existed. Rabbi Shimon says that the golden 
calf is from the left side. Yisrael had drawn upon itself the evil inclination with their worship of the calf, and when they wanted to become purified 
again they had to offer a goat, the goat being a part of the evil inclination. Next we are told that when the calf was made, as in: "I threw it into the fire, 
and there came out this calf," it was made by sorcerers. Rabbi Shimon tells us of successful and unsuccessful sorcerers, some men are fit for 
sorcery and some are not. In the event of the creation of the golden calf, everything that was necessary for the spirit of defilement was ready and 
waiting: a completely wasted desert, enough gold, and Aaron who was willing to sin in this way. Everything was ready for the Other Side, and the 
deed was done. When Aaron was ready to be redeemed he offered a calf on the altar, thus executing judgment and subduing the rulers of the Other 
Side.

313. The spirit of unholiness that forever dwells in the desert, then 
found a place in which to strengthen. And Yisrael, though purified 
from the first defilement, thrown BY THE SERPENT upon the world, 
bringing death to all, from the time they stood upon Mount Sinai. 
Now THE SIN OF THE CALF caused them to be defiled as before, and 
brought death upon them AGAIN and upon the whole world, and 
upon their generations after them. This is the secret meaning of the 
verse, "I had said, 'You are angels...' Nevertheless, you shall die like 
men" (Tehilim 82:6-7). Aaron therefore was purified again in the 
secret of divine Faith for seven holy days, THE CONSECRATED 
DAYS, and then purified by a calf FOR A SIN OFFERING.
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314. Come and see: Aaron had to be purified more, because had it 
not been for him, the calf would not have been made. Why? Because 
Aaron is the right, and the strength of the sun. Gold is from the sun, 
FOR THE SUN, WHICH IS TIFERET, IS COMPRISED OF RIGHT AND 
LEFT. HENCE GOLD COMES FROM THE LEFT, BUT THE STRENGTH 
AND RULING OF THE SUN IS RIGHT. The spirit of unholiness 
descended to be included IN THE GOLD, THAT MADE THE CALF, 
and so were Yisrael defiled and so was he, AARON, until they 
became purified.
 

 

315. Why was he defiled? HE ANSWERS: Because of the golden calf, 
which is of the left side. The bull is of the left side, whence the calf 
emerged. THERE ARE FOUR ASPECTS TO THE LEFT: A BULL, A 
COW, A CALF, AND A HEIFER, WHICH ARE CHOCHMAH AND 
BINAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT OF THE LEFT. It is of the left, as it 
is written, "and they four had the face of an ox on the left 
side" (Yechezkel 1:10). And in Aaron, who is right, the left was 
included, whence it emerged. Therefore, he offered AS A SIN 
OFFERING a calf, as the one he made.
 

 

316. That is why the spirit of defilement became stronger and ruled 
AGAIN over the world as before. For when Yisrael committed the sin 
OF THE CALF, they drew upon themselves the Evil Inclination as 
before. And when Yisrael became purified, and wanted to purge 
themselves, they had to offer a goat, being a part of the Evil 
Inclination, the said spirit of defilement.
 

 

317. It is written, "Thus they exchanged their glory for the likeness of 
an ox that eats grass" (Tehilim 106:20). "The likeness of an ox" is a 
calf. An ox is of the left side, and Aaron is of the right. The left was 
included in it, strengthened by it and came out of it. Come and see: 
"they exchanged their glory," referring to the Shechinah that went 
before them, for a place of defilement, another El. Therefore, 
defilement does not pass from the world until the time the Holy One, 
blessed be He will remove it thence. This is the meaning of, "and I 
will cause the unclean spirit to pass out of the earth" (Zecharyah 
13:2), as explained.
 

 

318. It is written, "and made it a molten calf" (Shemot 32:4), and "I 
threw it into the fire, and there came out this calf" (Ibid. 24), 
indicating that he did not make it, BUT IT WAS MADE BY ANOTHER. 
What does it mean, then, "and made it"? HE ANSWERS: Assuredly it 
is as we stated, that if it were not for Aaron, the spirit of defilement 
was not strong enough to become a part of the gold. But every work 
needs to be done, AND THIS ONE WAS DONE BY SORCERERS.
 

 

319. Come and see: Some practice sorcery and do well, and some do 
not succeed, though they practice in the same manner, because for 
these practices there is need for a suitable man.
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320. We know this from Bilaam who was suitable for sorcery, as it is 
written, "the speech of the man, whose eye is open (Heb. 
satum)" (Bemidbar 24:3). An open eye (Heb. satum; lit. 'covered') and 
a closed eye (Heb. satum) are the same, for he had one of his eyes 
always closed and was looking askance in the other. HE WAS 
THEREFORE SUITABLE FOR PRACTICING THE ART OF SORCERY. 
It is written, "and shall send him away by the hand of an appointed 
man" (Vayikra 16:22), MEANING THAT THE MAN is fit TO DO THIS 
ERRAND, in that he would not look straight before him. NAMELY, HE 
TOO SHOULD BE DEFORMED, BECAUSE THE OTHER SIDE CLINGS 
TO DEFORMITY AND WANT. But whoever serves the Holy Spirit, it is 
said, "for whatsoever he be that has a blemish, he shall not 
approach: a blind man nor a lame" (Vayikra 21:18).
  

321. In here, THE SIN OF THE GOLDEN CALF, everything was ready 
to give way to the spirit of defilement, so it may rule, for it found a 
desert completely wasted, as said: "venomous serpents, and 
scorpions..." (Devarim 8:15), whence its power issues. It found 
enough gold to fit, it found Aaron, through whom it may be 
strengthened by the right and be included into. Then the place OF 
THE OTHER SIDE was ready on all sides as fit. It came out and the 
deed was done.
 

 

322. Whence do we know the spirit of defilement was there? From 
what is written, "Oh, this people has sinned a great sin" (Shemot 
32:31), referring to the spirit of defilement, the primordial serpent, we 
mentioned in several places. When Aaron wanted to be purged, he 
offered a calf AS A SIN OFFERING, to deal punishment to that side, 
BY SLAUGHTERING AND OFFERING IT ON THE ALTAR. At first, he 
let it rule, and now he deals it Judgment to subdue it, because when 
Judgment is executed upon that side, all its rulers are subdued.
 

 

 
 
36. A red heifer 
Rabbi Aba asks Rabbi Shimon why the 'red heifer' in "a red heifer, faultless without blemish" is compared to the calf and the lamb and why it should 
be cleansed just through roasting it. Rabbi Shimon says the essence of the message is that a clean thing can be brought out of an unclean thing. 
The heifer was unclean, but by burning her to ashes she became clean. She had to be burned to ashes because it is like the verse: "and you shall 
tread down the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet." When water was sprinkled on the ashes they became clean. The secret 
of the clean water is the verse: "water of purifying (sin)." After judgment was executed on the heifer she became clean and the Holy Spirit had 
dominion. The spirit of defilement was no longer found in the camp.

323. Come and see: In Egypt, it was written of their side, THE LAMB 
THEY WORSHIPPED, "eat not of it raw...but roast with fire," so its 
odor will rise. "Its head with its legs" (Shemot 12:9), in order to break 
and subdue it, so all that issue from that side may not rule. In the 
same manner it is written, "a red heifer, faultless without 
blemish..." (Bemidbar 19:2), that may subjugate all the sides of 
defilement so they may not rule.
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324. Rabbi Aba said to him: But the red heifer is pure; why THEN 
COMPARE IT TO THE CALF AND THE LAMB, WHICH THE 
EGYPTIANS WORSHIPPED, AND WHY WILL ITS BURNING SUBDUE 
THE ASPECTS OF UNCLEANLINESS? He told him: It is so, THAT 
THE HEIFER ALLUDES ALSO TO THEIR SIDE, as explained that the 
heifer is comprised of the four kingdoms. "A heifer" is as is written, 
"For Yisrael is stubborn like a stubborn heifer" (Hoshea 4:16). "Red" 
alludes to the kingdom of Babylon, as it is written, "you are the head 
of gold" (Daniel 2:38), GOLD BEING RED. "Faultless" is the kingdom 
of Media. It is "without blemish," referring to the Greek kingdom. 
"Upon which never came a yoke" alludes to the kingdom of Edom, 
which was never under any yoke. The secret meaning is that though 
this verse was given several explanations, they all pertain to the 
same mystery.
 

 

325. We have studied the verse: "who can bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean? Not one" (Iyov 14:4). The secret of this verse is that THE 
RED HEIFER is a clean thing brought out of an unclean, because at 
first she was unclean, INCLUDING THE FOUR SAID KINGDOMS. Now 
that Judgment was executed on her and she was cremated by 
burning fire to become ashes, she is a clean thing out of an unclean, 
a clean thing brought out of an unclean.
 

 

326. Hence, all those who busied themselves with her became 
defiled indeed, BECAUSE SHE WAS UNHOLY. And though she 
turned into ashes, yet before being gathered and taken away, she 
defiles them all. And so it is written, "and he that gathers...shall 
wash his clothes, and be unclean..." (Bemidbar 19:10). Why DID SHE 
HAVE TO BECOME ashes? It resembles the verse, "and you shall 
tread down the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles of 
your feet" (Malachi 3:21), for when water was sprinkled upon the 
ashes, they became a clean thing out of an unclean.
 

 

327. The secret of this matter is the verse, "water of purifying 
(sin)" (Bemidbar 8:7), same as in "sin crouches at the 
door" (Beresheet 4:7). THE HEIFER IS ALSO A "SIN CROUCHES AT 
THE DOOR," and since she is a sin crouching at the door, it is 
written first, "that he may bring her outside the camp" (Bemidbar 
19:3). Therefore, the work was given to the adjutant priest, and not to 
the High Priest. And a clean thing, out of an unclean, starts as 
impure and becomes pure. And all the aspects of the side of 
defilement, when they saw this, ran away and left that place. SHE 
THEREFORE PURIFIES THE UNCLEAN.
 

 

328. Therefore, she is of "water of purifying (sin)," and "water of 
sprinkling (unclean)," all of which is impure. Therefore, AFTER 
JUDGMENT WAS EXECUTED ON HER, the Holy Spirit had dominion. 
And the spirit of defilement surrendered all its power. The Judgment, 
EXECUTED on the spirit of defilement, was outside the camp. Since 
that spirit is defiled, it is written, "therefore shall your camp be 
holy" (Devarim 23:15). Rabbi Aba approached and kissed him.
 

 

 
 
37. The hair in the Tefilin 
Rabbi Shimon tells us that God gave the Other Side power to rule over the world in several areas. We should be careful to avoid the Other Side's 
judgment, and there are some secret means of doing this. In the Tfilin we enclose a small calf's hair, with a little bit of it poking out so that the Other 
Side can see it and leave us alone, seeing that we have given the Other Side its due. If the Other Side is not given its due, it may inflict harm and 
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judgment on us. Yisrael knew this secret, so that when they were purifying themselves during Yom Kippur they gave the Other Side its share. Rabbi 
Aba is crying because he does not understand this explanation, and Rabbi Shimon comforts him, saying that on the day of Rosh Hashanah God sits 
in judgment over the world, while the Other Side watches carefully. But the Other Side gets distracted by the sound of the Shofar that awakens 
mercy, and then it forgets who has been condemned to death. People should protect themselves from the prosecutor's attention by sacrificing a he-
goat once a month when the moon is new. He concludes by saying that Yisrael is blessed by the fact that God tells them how to be saved.

329. Rabbi Shimon said: Though it is all as we said, yet the Holy 
One, blessed be He, lets THE OTHER SIDE rule, and we should 
subjugate the spirit of defilement on all sides. Come and I will tell 
you a high secret, that may not be revealed outside the circle of 
exalted saints.
 

 

330. Come and see: The Holy One, blessed be He gave that place, 
the spirit of defilement, power to rule over the world in several ways. 
It can inflict harm, and we may not treat it with contempt, but should 
be careful to avoid it so it may not denounce our holiness. Therefore, 
we have a secret means, that we give it a small place within that 
which is holy, for its power originates in holiness.
 

 

331. IT IS, in the secret of Tefilin we enclose a small calf's hair, 
jutting out to be seen. This hair does not defile, unless it is big as a 
barley grain, less than that does not bring uncleanness. We should 
put this hair within our highest holiness, and give it place so it will 
not denounce us within our holiness.
 

 

332. SOME of the hair should jut out OF THE TEFILIN, to be seen, for 
when THE OTHER SIDE sees a man dwelling in upper holiness, with 
its own portion taking part, it would not denounce, nor be able to 
inflict harm above or below, for it was given place. But if it is not 
given a portion in holiness, it may inflict harm below and it goes up 
to prosecute above saying, 'a certain man, who now makes himself 
holy, did that and that on a certain day, and these are his sins.' So 
Judgment descends upon that man and he is punished by it.
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333. So did Yisrael do, who knew this secret: when they started to 
make themselves holy in the supernal holiness of Yom Kippur, they 
were careful to immediately give it its share and a portion among 
themselves so it would not denounce them, nor mention the sins of 
Yisrael. For how many are the bands and legions ready to take 
words of denouncements from it. Happy is the portion of he, who is 
able to guard himself so his sins may not be mentioned above, and 
he would not be noticed for the worse.
 

 

334. Meanwhile, the eyes of Rabbi Aba were pouring tears, 
BECAUSE HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND THAT MYSTERY 
COMPLETELY. RABBI SHIMON told him: Aba, Aba, unloose your 
girdle, and see to it that you perceive, because the mysteries in 
heaven were revealed to the meritorious, as it is written, "the secret 
of Hashem is for them that fear Him" (Tehilim 25:14).
 

 

335. Come and see: On the day of Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New 
Year) the world is judged, and the Holy One, blessed be He, sits in 
Judgment over the world. The Other Side stands on one side, 
looking closely at and registering those condemned to death. When 
Yisrael awakens Mercy by the sound of the Shofar, it loses count, 
and does not know nor notices the condemned, until after those who 
do not repent are condemned to death, and the orders come out of 
the house of the King and delivered TO THE OTHER SIDE. Once THE 
ORDERS are delivered, they are not revoked until Judgment is 
executed.
 

 

336. Yisrael should beware of it, OF THE PROSECUTOR, all the more 
so a person alone, and they should be protected by means of the 
holy secret above, BECAUSE IT HAS ITS ROOT IN HOLINESS. They 
should give it monthly, when the moon, MALCHUT, is new, a he-
goat, so it would not denounce the waxing, but will take its deserved 
portion from the he-goat, while the holy moon, MALCHUT, will suck 
from holiness and wax properly.
 

 

337. Since it waxes every month, it is called 'a youth', as we already 
explained. And that one, THE OTHER SIDE, always immersed in 
defilement, never to leave, is called "old and foolish king" (Kohelet 
4:13). For that reason, holy Yisrael is the one nation in holy unison, 
to whom the Holy One, blessed be He, gives them advice on how to 
be saved from all. Happy are they in this world and in the World to 
Come, as it is written, "Your people also shall be all righteous, they 
shall inherit the land forever; they shall be the branch of My planting, 
the work of My hands, that I may be glorified" (Yeshayah 60: 21).
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38. "And they brought the Tabernacle to Moses," part two 
Rabbi Shimon talks about the vision of Ezekiel, as in: "and above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, in 
appearance like a sapphire stone...," saying that the firmament is supported by the four animals. He tells how the creatures and the wheels are lifted 
up to Atzilut so that Malchut goes up to Zeir Anpin, as in: "and bore up the Ark, and it was lifted up above the earth." In the verse: "and they brought 
the Tabernacle to Moses," 'Tabernacle' is Malchut and 'Moses' is the secret of Zeir Anpin. "The likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it" 
is the secret of man, namely Moses. Here Rabbi Shimon says that Moses is Zeir Anpin. Next he offers several explanations for "And they brought the 
Tabernacle," all of which include the concept of Malchut joining with Zeir Anpin. When the wise men brought all the parts of the Tabernacle to Moses 
they were unable to join them all together, but he had no difficulty, this is the secret of "and Moses erected the Tabernacle." Rabbi Shimon says that 
as the holy side gets stronger the Other Side gets weaker; this is why Moses strengthened the holy side by constructing the Tabernacle.

338. "And they brought the Tabernacle to Moses" (Shemot 39:33). It 
is written, "and above the firmament THAT WAS OVER THEIR 
HEADS WAS THE LIKENESS OF A THRONE, IN APPEARANCE LIKE 
A SAPPHIRE STONE..." (Yechezkel 1:26). This firmament is 
supported by the four living creatures. When they are raised by a 
certain air that strikes them, TO RAISE THE THRONE, MALCHUT, 
they do not lift up their heads, TO BEHOLD THE SHECHINAH, 
WHICH IS THE THRONE, BECAUSE OF THE FIRMAMENT THAT IS 
ABOVE THEM.
 

 

339. Once the spirit of the animal, MALCHUT, strikes them all, THE 
ANIMALS AND THE WHEELS, ALL OF THEM IN THE WORLDS OF 
BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH are raised by it, as it is written, 
"and when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the 
wheels were lifted up...along with them...for the spirit of the living 
creature was in the wheels" (Ibid.19-20), FOR THE SPIRIT OF THE 
ANIMAL, WHICH IS MALCHUT, RAISES THEM ALL.
  

340. HE ASKS: Why are they raised TO ATZILUT? AND HE 
ANSWERS that the air OF MALCHUT strikes THE FOUR LIVING 
CREATURES, raises the four living creatures beneath that living 
creature MALCHUT, and they raise it, until they bring it to the 
supernal splendor, ZEIR ANPIN. This is the secret meaning of the 
verse, "the virgins, her companions that follow her, shall be brought 
to you" (Tehilim 45:15), for the four LIVING CREATURES are thus 
called. They never budge from the animal, which is the throne, 
NAMELY, MALCHUT, and they raise it from below upward so as to fix 
the throne, MALCHUT, upward, TOWARDS ZEIR ANPIN. This is the 
secret of the verse, "and bore up the ark, and it was lifted up above 
the earth" (Beresheet 7:17). And when MALCHUT mounts up TO 
ZEIR ANPIN, and THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES raise it, then it is 
written, "and they brought the Tabernacle to Moses." FOR MALCHUT 
IS CALLED 'TABERNACLE', AND MOSES IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, AND IT IS THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES WHO BRING IT.
 

 

341. "And they brought the Tabernacle to Moses" resembles the 
verse, "shall be brought to you," WHICH MEANS THAT THE LIVING 
CREATURES BRING MALCHUT. It is written, "and [they] bore up the 
ark," REFERRING TO THE LIVING CREATURES CARRYING 
MALCHUT to Moses, as it is said, "the likeness as the appearance of 
a man above upon it" (Yechezkel 1:26). This is the secret of man, 
ZEIR ANPIN. From where do we know that MOSES is called 'a 
man' (also: 'Adam')? From the verse, "My spirit shall not always 
strive on account of man, for that (Heb. beshgam) he also is 
flesh" (Beresheet 6:3). This alludes to Moses FOR BESHAGAM HAS 
THE SAME NUMERICAL VALUE AS MOSES. For that reason, upon 
the throne, WHICH IS MALCHUT, stands the appearance of man, 
namely, Moses, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN. THEREFORE THE SCRIPTURE 
SAYS "AND ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT THAT WAS OVER THEIR 
HEADS" OF THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES, "IN APPEARANCE 
LIKE A SAPPHIRE STONE WAS THE LIKENESS OF A THRONE," 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. "AND UPON THE LIKENESS OF THE THRONE 
WAS THE LIKENESS AS THE APPEARANCE OF A MAN ABOVE 
UPON IT" (YECHEZKEL 1:26) REFERS TO ZEIR ANPIN.
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342. "And they brought the Tabernacle," "they," being the four living 
creatures BRINGING MALCHUT when they mount TO ATZILUT, as 
we said. ALSO, "they," in "And they brought the Tabernacle" refers 
to the members of the body, THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, all with 
holy yearning, grasping THE TABERNACLE, WHICH IS MALCHUT, so 
male and female may be united. ANOTHER EXPLANATION FOR, 
"And they brought the Tabernacle" is bringing the bride, MALCHUT, 
under the Wedding Canopy. First they have to raise and bring her up 
to Him, then He will always come to her, as we already explained.
 

 

343. "And they brought the Tabernacle" refers to all those 
RIGHTEOUS, daily binding the knots of unison, and bringing 
together the unison of the secret of the Faith, MALCHUT CALLED 
'TABERNACLE'. Daily they raise the throne, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
until it is brought before Moses, ZEIR ANPIN. THIS VERSE IS 
WRITTEN OF THEM. Once they connect it with Moses, these 
RIGHTEOUS MEN gain blessings from the source of life for this 
secret, for the knots of unison they bind. The secret lies in binding it 
properly. This is the recondite meaning of the verse, "And Moses 
saw all the work, NAMELY, THE UNISON...and Moses blessed 
them" (Shemot 39:43). For they gained the blessings from the place, 
where lies the grade of Moses, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN. They are "the 
wise men, that carried out all the work of the sanctuary" (Shemot 
36:4), since they know how to properly carry out the work of the 
sanctuary, BY THE UNISONS THEY MAKE.
 

 

344. And so whoever says his prayer and ties the knot of union, he is 
checked to see whether the prayer and knot are in order. And if they 
are in order, he is then blessed first from the place from where all the 
blessings issue. This is the meaning of "they had done it..."; 
immediately, "and Moses blessed them" (Shemot 39:43).
 

 

345. For that reason IT IS WRITTEN, "And they brought the 
Tabernacle to Moses," ZEIR ANPIN, the landlord, to see how the 
house, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is fixed. He should see all its 
constructions and secrets, for no one may look and behold its 
secrets and mysteries save Moses alone.
 

 

346. Therefore, "they brought the Tabernacle to Moses, the tent, and 
all its furniture" (Shemot 39:33). When they brought it all to Moses, 
they brought all its parts, so each may be joined one to the other. 
When they wanted to insert them one within the other THEMSELVES, 
they could not do it; only when they brought it to Moses, he 
straightway succeeded. Each part advanced and fit into its place. 
This is the mystery of "and Moses erected the Tabernacle" (Shemot 
40:18), and "the Tabernacle was reared up" (Ibid. 17) which we 
already explained.
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347. Come and see: When Moses started to construct the 
Tabernacle, he started by fixing the parts and putting them together. 
Then all the parts and constructions of the Other Side became 
enfeebled. Once the holy side strengthens, the Other Side became 
weak. One gets stronger and the other gets weaker. We already 
explained that while HOLINESS is strong, all the members of the 
Other Side become enfeebled, the one becomes full, and the other 
dry. This is the secret of Jerusalem and the evil Tyre, when one is 
full the other is ruined. Therefore, when HOLINESS gets stronger, 
THE OTHER SIDE becomes weak.
 

 

348. That is why "Moses erected the Tabernacle," so as to be 
strengthened by the mystery above, ZEIR ANPIN, FOR MOSES WAS 
A CHARIOT TO ZEIR ANPIN, and not to be strengthened from below. 
Therefore, Moses, who was of the secret of the shining mirror, ZEIR 
ANPIN, had to erect a Tabernacle that would shine by his light and 
not by another's. The moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, must illuminate by 
the light of the sun, and not by that of another. Come and see: The 
Congregation of Yisrael, MALCHUT, must rise up to be joined with 
the sun, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

 
 
39. "This is the Torah of the burnt offering" 
Rabbi Shimon says that the burnt offering is called 'Holy of Holies' because it makes the connection between the congregation of Yisrael and Zeir 
Anpin. He compares it to the unity between male and female and the unity between the Oral Law and the Written Law. It also joins left and right and 
the Central Column. He reveals that the burnt offering consists of three spirits: 'the Holy Spirit', the spirit in the middle called 'the spirit of Chochmah 
and Binah' and the concealed upper spirit. After the offering, the Other Side takes sustenance from the fat and marrow, so the spirit of defilement is 
removed. Rabbi Shimon says that the offerings of men come from studying Torah and prayer, and the offerings of animals come from offering 
beasts on the altar. He explains that the numerical values of man, beast and Yud Hei Vav Hei show why offerings of both men and beasts are 
necessary. He talks about the phrase "and let birds fly above the earth" as it refers to the secret of the Chariot and to the two angels Michael and 
Gabriel. The two birds offered in sacrifice are a turtle-dove and a pigeon, this sacrifice raises the Holy Spirit. Rabbi Elazar wants to know how high 
the burnt offerings of the priests, the Levites and Yisrael rise. Rabbi Shimon answers that their devotion reaches all the way up to infinity. Infinity is 
not subject to comprehension, and there are no desires, no lights and no candles there. We hear about the odor of the supernal point and the World 
to Come, and the distinction between odor and smell. He tells about the meanings in "command Aaron and his sons, saying...," and says that one of 
them is that when the children of Yisrael do as God wishes, the Other Side cannot rule over them. He also explains the various meanings of the title 
verse. Through the burnt offering, we separate the Other Side from the Holy Spirit so that the Holy Spirit may rise up high.

349. He opened the discussion with the verse: "This is the Torah of 
the burnt offering; it is the burnt offering" (Vayikra 6:2). Rabbi 
Shimon said: It is written, "Hashem, You preserve man and 
beast" (Tehilim 36:7). A burnt offering (lit. 'ascension') is the 
ascension of and the bond between the Congregation of Yisrael, 
MALCHUT, AND ZEIR ANPIN above. It is its unity with the World to 
Come, BINAH, so that everything becomes one. The burnt offering 
considered the highest class of sacrifices (lit. 'Holy of Holies'), 
BECAUSE OF ITS CONNECTION TO BINAH. MALCHUT is therefore 
called 'burnt offering' (lit. 'ascension') for it ascends and adorns 
itself WITH ZEIR ANPIN AND BINAH, so all may be in one knot in joy.
 

 

350. Since it goes up and up, TO ZEIR ANPIN AND BINAH, it is 
written, "This is the Torah of the burnt offering," the secret of unity 
between male and female. FOR 'THIS' IS THE NUKVA CALLED 'THIS', 
'TORAH' IS ZEIR ANPIN CALLED 'TORAH', NAMELY the Written Law, 
ZEIR ANPIN, and the Oral Law, MALCHUT. "The ascension" for it 
ascends to the World to Come, BINAH, to be connected to it, for 
BINAH is called 'the Holy of Holies', and ascension is also Holy of 
Holies.
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351. For that reason it is slaughtered on the north side, which is the 
left side, because the Oral Law, NAMELY MALCHUT, does not mount 
in love, unless the north side is awakened, WHICH IS THE SECRET 
OF THE LEFT SIDE, FROM WHERE IT IS BUILT, as it is written, "His 
left hand is under my head, and his right hand embraces me" (Shir 
Hashirim 2:6). Then it ascends in love, and is adorned with the right, 
THE LIGHT OF CHESED, and joins the Central Column, THAT 
COMBINES RIGHT AND LEFT, and shines upon everything from the 
secret of the Holy of Holies, WHICH IS BINAH, influenced by the 
mystery of man, the service of the priests, THE SECRET OF THE 
RIGHT COLUMN, the singing of the Levites, THE SECRET OF THE 
LEFT COLUMN, and the prayer of Yisrael, THE SECRET OF THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN.
  

352. We explained that the burnt offering is of the highest class of 
sacrifices, in the secret of the Supernal Spirit TO WHICH IT IS A 
GARMENT, for three spirits are connected together to THE BURNT 
OFFERING; THE FIRST IS a lower spirit called 'the Holy Spirit', 
NAMELY MALCHUT; THE SECOND IS the spirit in the middle, called 
'the spirit of Chochmah and Binah', WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, 
BETWEEN CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, also called 'the lower spirit', IN 
COMPARISON WITH BINAH THAT IS SUPERIOR TO IT - but ZEIR 
ANPIN is called a spirit coming out of the Shofar comprising of fire 
and water; THE THIRD IS the upper spirit secretly concealed, WHICH 
IS BINAH, where all the Holy Spirits are and all faces shine. That is 
why the burnt offering returns to be the actual UPPER spirit.
 

 

353. Afterwards, from the secret of the beast OFFERED, THE 
EXTERNAL FORCES are sustained and nourished, so as to connect 
AND LET OUT THROUGH IT another spirit within defilement so it 
MAY BE LET OUT, NAMELY SO HOLY SPARKS MAY BE REMOVED 
FROM THE OTHER SIDE, by OFFERING fat and marrow, as we 
learned. The burnt offering is the highest class of sacrifices MEANT 
WHOLLY FOR THAT WHICH IS HIGH, AND THERE IS NO FOOD IN IT 
FOR THE EXTERNAL FORCES. But the rest of the offerings bring 
peace to the whole world, from the aspects of the forces of 
Judgment IN THE WORLD, by removing them, and shining in trying 
to mitigate them BY THE OFFERINGS. They are called 'lesser holy 
offerings,' because they are not adorned above in the Holy of Holies, 
BINAH. Therefore, they are 'lesser holy offerings' and may be 
slaughtered any place, as we explained. But the burnt offering, 
which is the secret of the highest class of sacrifices, is not like the 
rest of the offerings, for all of it is holy.
 

 

354. Come and see: It is written, "and the priest shall put on his linen 
garment" (Vayikra 6:3). This is a garment for holiness alone. 
'Linen' (Heb. bad, Bet-Dalet) MEANS alone (Heb. levad, Lamed-Bet-
Dalet), namely, it is for holiness alone. It is also written, "these are 
holy garments; therefore, shall he bathe his flesh in water, and so 
put them on" (Vayikra 16:4). Why DO WE NEED ALL THESE? The 
secret meaning of this is as we said, that THE BURNT OFFERING is 
of the highest class of sacrifices, since it ascends entirely and is 
bedecked in the Holy of Holies, WHICH IS BINAH, into one bond. 
Then the spirit of defilement that defiles everything, passes away 
and does not rule, nor approaches the Temples, and it is removed 
from all the sides of holiness, and all that is holy remains in holiness 
alone.
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355. Rabbi Shimon said: We studied the verse, "Hashem, You 
preserve man and beast" (Tehilim 36:7). The offering of man 
assuredly comes from the side of man, NAMELY, STUDYING TORAH 
AND PRAYER, and the beast comes from the side of the beast, 
NAMELY, OFFERING UPON THE ALTAR. It is therefore written, "If 
any man of you bring an offering" (Vayikra 1:2); assuredly this refers 
to a man, whose offering it is OF TORAH AND PRAYER, so it may tie 
above the knot in the secret of man, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, IN THE 
SECRET OF YUD HEI VAV HEI OF 45 IN NUMERICAL VALUE, THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF MAN (ADAM), and afterwards TO BE 
OFFERED ON THE ALTAR THEN ASCENDS TO MALCHUT, THE 
SECRET OF YUD HEI VAV HEI OF 52, IN NUMERICAL VALUE THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF BEAST (HEB. BEHEMAH). "Of the 
cattle" (Ibid.). All is in the secret of man and beast, as we said, this is 
the secret reason an offering of both man and beast is needed. 
Come and see: When the Holy One, blessed be He created the world, 
He made them so, man and beast.
 

 

356. You may say, it is written, "and let birds fly above the 
earth" (Beresheet 1:20), from which sacrifices are offered, and even 
burnt offerings, as it is written, "and if his offering be a burnt 
offering of fowls" (Vayikra 1:14); Come and see: Of the fowls only 
the turtledove and young pigeons are offered, and what qualifies the 
one, disqualifies the other, RED QUALIFIES THE TURTLEDOVE AND 
DISQUALIFIES THE YOUNG PIGEON, BECAUSE this one, THE 
YOUNG PIGEON is of the right, AND RED DISQUALIFIES IT, and that, 
TURTLEDOVE, is of the left, AND THAT IS WHY RED, THE COLOR 
OF THE LEFT, QUALIFIES IT.
 

 

357. But we stated that, "and let birds fly above the earth" refers to 
the secret of the Chariot, NAMELY, THE ANGEL MICHAEL...UPON 
WHOM RIDES MALCHUT, AND THEY ARE CALLED 'BIRDS'. By them 
the Holy Spirit, MALCHUT, is raised up TO ZEIR ANPIN. They are 
two, one to the right and one to the left; "birds" to the right, referring 
to Michael and "fly" to the left, referring to Gabriel. Therefore, these 
two birds are offered: A TURTLEDOVE AND A YOUNG PIGEON, to 
raise the Holy Spirit, MALCHUT. The left OF ZEIR ANPIN crowns and 
arms the left side below OF MALCHUT. And the same happens with 
the right, and the wife, MALCHUT, is united with her husband, ZEIR 
ANPIN, to become one. And all is connected together above and 
below, and the Holy One, blessed be He alone is elevated and 
strengthened.
 

 

358. In ancient books IT IS SAID THAT the poor man, WHO 
SACRIFICES TURTLEDOVES AND YOUNG PIGEONS does not give a 
portion TO SUSTAIN THE WORLDS, but only to the upper union. But 
everything above and below, is joined each to its side as deserved. 
And we already explained.
 

 

359. Rabbi Elazar asked Rabbi Shimon: The burnt offering is bound 
to the Holy of Holies, BINAH, so it may shine. The devotion of the 
service of the priests, Levites, and Yisrael rises above, BY 
OFFERING SACRIFICE; how far does it go?
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360. He told him: We stated that THEIR DEVOTION reaches the 
Endless World. The object of bond, unison, and completeness is to 
hide well that which cannot be perceived or known, where abides the 
will of all wills, NAMELY, THE ENDLESS WORLD. It is endless and 
not subject to knowledge, nor did it create an end or beginning, 
UNLIKE the first nought (Heb. ayin), WHICH IS KETER, that produced 
a beginning and an end. The beginning is the supernal point, the 
beginning of all that is concealed, existing within thought, WHICH IS 
CHOCHMAH, FOR CHOCHMAH ISSUED FROM KETER. IT IS THE 
SECRET MEANING OF THE VERSE, "BUT WHERE (HEB. AYIN) 
SHALL WISDOM BE FOUND?" (IYOV 28:12). It also produced an end, 
called "the end of the matter" (Kohelet 12:13), NAMELY, MALCHUT, 
THE END OF ALL THE LIGHTS. But there, IN THE ENDLESS WORLD 
there is no end.
 

 

361. There are no desires, no lights and no candles, NAMELY, THE 
LIGHTS OF GVURAH, within that Endless World. All the candles and 
lights IN ATZILUT, are dependent upon THE ENDLESS WORLD for 
their existence. But it, in itself, is not subject to comprehension. That 
which is known but not known, NAMELY, THAT KNOWLEDGE 
PERTAINS TO IT BUT IT IS NOT KNOWN, is but the high desire most 
concealed of all, CALLED 'Ayin', THE SFIRAH OF KETER. BUT 
THERE IS NO WORD TO DESCRIBE THE ENDLESS WORLD 
BECAUSE THERE IS NO PERCEIVING IT.
 

 

362. When the supernal point, CHOCHMAH, and the World to Come, 
BINAH, mount BY THEIR ILLUMINATION, the odor alone is known, 
THE SECRET OF THE SIX ENDS OF THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH CALLED 'ODOR', BUT NOT THE FIRST THREE SFIROT, 
AS KNOWN. It is as if they perfume themselves by that smell. This is 
not CONSIDERED the satisfaction (Heb. nachat) CALLED 'odor' (Heb. 
nichoach), as it is written, "and I will not smell the savor of your 
sweet odors" (Vayikra 26:31). FOR SMELL AND ODOR ARE TWO 
DIFFERENT THINGS. The smell of odor refers to the smell of desire, 
NAMELY, of all the desires, prayers, and songs, and the service of 
the priest, all in the mystery of man. They then all become one 
desire, AND THAT DESIRE is called 'odor', WHICH MEANS 'desire', 
according to the Aramaic translation. Then all is bound together and 
illuminates properly, as we learned.
 

 

363. By that the Other Side is handed to the priest, as it is written, 
"command Aaron and his sons, saying" (Vayikra 6:2). There is a 
mystery here, for we explained that "command" refers to idolatry, 
NAMELY, TO THE OTHER SIDE. Here it was handed to him so he 
could burn that wicked thought, and remove it from holiness, by that 
will rising upward, the smoke and the burning marrow, so they will 
pass away from holiness. That command is in their hands, to 
separate from holiness by sacrifice. And if you say, in the verse, 
"command the children of Yisrael" (Bemidbar 28:2), HOW WOULD 
YOU EXPLAIN THE WORD "COMMAND" SO IT WOULD REFER TO 
THE OTHER SIDE? HE ANSWERS: When Yisrael do the bidding of 
their Master, the Other Side cannot rule them.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (83 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:50



1

364. The whole verse shows the secret meaning of the matter: to 
adorn the Holy Spirit, MALCHUT, high above and to separate the 
spirit of defilement and bring it down below. YISRAEL do this by 
their desire and prayer, THE PRIESTS by offering sacrifices, each 
one as befits him.
 

 

365. This verse proves it. It is written, "command Aaron and his 
sons, saying." "Command" refers to idolatry, the spirit of defilement. 
"Saying" is a woman called, "who fears Hashem" (Mishlei 31:30), 
THAT IS, MALCHUT. It written here "saying" and it is written there 
"saying, if a man put away his wife" (Yirmeyah 3:1). IN BOTH CASES 
THERE IS REFERENCE TO WOMEN. And we already explained, that 
all was said, TO ADORN MALCHUT AND LOWER THE OTHER SIDE. 
It is for the priest to fix everything in the secret of man and beast. 
Happy is the portion of the righteous in this world and in the World 
to Come, for they know the ways of the Torah, and walk in it in the 
way of truth. Of them it is written, "Hashem, with these things men 
live" (Yeshayah 38:18). What are "these things"? They are the ways 
of the Torah. "Men live," namely, in this world and the World to 
Come.
 

 

366. Come and see: It is written, "This is the Torah of the burnt 
offering" (Vayikra 6:2). Rabbi Chiya said: I explained this verse in 
this manner: "this is the Torah" refers to the Congregation of Yisrael, 
NAMELY, MALCHUT. It is a "burnt offering" (lit. 'ascension'), for it 
ascends and adorns itself up high, to be bound properly to the place 
called 'Holy of Holies', BINAH.
 

 

367. Another explanation: "This is the Torah" refers to the 
Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT. "The burnt offering" 
is an evil thought, taking over the desire of man to lead him astray 
from the way of truth. "The burnt offering" rises and denounces 
man. It should be burnt by fire, so it will not increase.
 

 

368. It shall therefore, "be burning upon the altar all night" (Vayikra 
6:2). The "night" is the Congregation of Yisrael, NAMELY, MALCHUT, 
that purifies man from that desire. It is "Upon the altar," because the 
river of fire is where those should be burnt who are not well 
established, ALL WHO ARE MADE DEFECTIVE BY THE OTHER SIDE. 
They are put in the burning fire, and their power is broken. It must be 
put "upon the altar all night" to subdue it, for then it is subdued and 
loses its power.
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369. Hence, when THE OTHER SIDE is subdued, the Congregation of 
Yisrael, which is the Holy Spirit, NAMELY MALCHUT, ascends to be 
adorned up high, because it ascends whenever the other force is 
subjugated and separated from it. Therefore, we need, by the secret 
of the offering, to separate that side from the Holy Spirit, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, and give it a portion, so the Holy Spirit may rise above.
 

 

 
 
40. "And Moses erected the Tabernacle" 
Rabbi Shimon discusses the verse: "In that day will I raise up the Tabernacle of David that is fallen," and talks about how Moses raised the 
Tabernacle as if lifting someone who has fallen. He tells us that God lifted up Yisrael from the exile in Egypt. While God did not perform miracles to 
raise up Yisrael from the exile in Babylon, he will do so in future. Rabbi Shimon talks about the Tabernacle that Moses built and the upper 
Tabernacle (Binah) that Zeir Anpin built, saying that Zeir Anpin is the grade of Moses. We hear of the three aspects that went into the erection of the 
Tabernacle and how they subdued the Other Side. He turns to "and fastened its sockets," explaining that when the sockets were fastened Samael 
was flushed out and fled to hide himself in a hole in the dust. 'In that day' refers to the day that God will judge the world. Rabbi Shimon tells us how 
the ruins of the Tabernacle will be raised on that day and the breach against the wicked will be repaired. God will build the foundations of Jerusalem 
with sapphires because sapphires are full of the highest illumination and provide a firm foundation that the other nations will not be able to rule 
over. At that time a supernal illumination will be added to the sapphires as well. The original stones from the foundations of Zion and Jerusalem 
were hidden and treasured by God, and He will restore them to the new foundations. The angel of death will be swallowed up just as he swallowed 
the people for all these years. Rabbi Shimon tells us that when Moses fastened the sockets in the Tabernacle he bound the evil Samael up so he 
could not move. Rabbi Shimon tells Rabbi Yosi about "the heaven is My throne, and the earth is my footstool," saying that they are the firmaments 
where Jacob lives and the firmament where King David lives. He explains the difference between a Tabernacle and a temple or house, emphasizing 
that a Tabernacle travels from place to place, it is not an eternal resting place, it is a secret small place. We learn why Moses withdrew from the 
construction of the Tabernacle and why Betzalel and Aholiav built it, and are told that Moses is still considered to be the builder since he finished it.

370. Come and see: When the Temple was built and erected, the 
Other Side was subdued, and departed from the world. When it left 
the world, and the Tabernacle was raised by Moses, it was raised 
above and below. This is the meaning of "Moses erected (lit. 'raised') 
the Tabernacle" (Shemot 40:18). "Raised" means that he raised 
MALCHUT so she would rise up high. Therefore scripture says, "and 
Moses erected"; he raised what was low, as if lifting someone who 
fell. In the same manner it is written of the future, "In that day will I 
raise up the Tabernacle of David that is fallen" (Amos 9:11).
 

 

371. It is written, "The virgin of Yisrael is fallen; she shall no more 
rise" (Amos 5:2). HE ASKS: What is the meaning of "she shall no 
more rise"? HE ANSWERS: She rose on another time on her own 
and not raised by the Holy One, blessed be He. For from the exile in 
Egypt, she was raised by the Holy One, blessed be He, who 
performed many miracles in order to raise her. In exile in Babylon, 
THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE did not raise her. He did not 
perform miracles, because of the sin. So MALCHUT rose on her own, 
and the exiles went up TO JERUSALEM, as if they were not 
redeemed, and as if the Holy One, blessed be He had no interest in 
them. That was because they sinned with foreign women.
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372. Therefore, the Holy One, blessed be He did not raise the 
Congregation of Yisrael, nor performed miracles and mighty deeds 
as fit at that time, WHEN THEY RETURNED FROM BABYLON. But in 
the future, it is written, "she shall no more rise," namely, on her own 
LIKE AFTER THE EXILE IN BABYLON, but the Holy One, blessed be 
He will raise her, as it is written, "In that day will I raise up the 
Tabernacle of David that is fallen" and "David their king, whom I will 
raise up for them" (Yirmeyah 30:9). That is why it is written, "and 
Moses erected the Tabernacle," MEANING THAT THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE ERECTED THE TABERNACLE. FOR MOSES IS A 
CHARIOT TO ZEIR ANPIN, AND AS MOSES ERECTED THE 
TABERNACLE BELOW, SO DID THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE 
ERECT THE TABERNACLE, WHICH IS MALCHUT, ABOVE.
 

 

373. Come and see: When Moses erected the Tabernacle, another 
one was erected at the same time, NAMELY, MALCHUT. The upper 
Tabernacle, WHICH IS BINAH, establishes and supports everything, 
because it is concealed and stored high above, and another 
Tabernacle, MALCHUT, was erected above the Tabernacle below, 
THAT MOSES ERECTED, and stood upon it by the strength of the 
Tabernacle superior to all, BINAH. As the Tabernacle below was 
erected by Moses, so the one above, MALCHUT, was erected by the 
grade of Moses, ZEIR ANPIN. From where do we know that? From 
the verse, "and Moses erected the Tabernacle," the particle 'Et' (lit. 
'the') indicating that two Tabernacles were established by the secret 
of Moses, THE ONE BELOW, AND THE ONE ABOVE, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, WHICH WAS ALSO BUILT BY THE GRADE OF MOSES, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

374. Rabbi Yosi said: When "Moses erected" not all was yet made, 
FOR THE FOLLOWING VERSE SAYS, "AND FASTENED ITS 
SOCKETS..." (SHEMOT 40:18). There is no raising up until all is 
completed and the parts intertwined. Why then is it written 
"erected"? Rabbi Yitzchak said: Moses erected the Tabernacle on 
three sides. The words "and Moses erected the Tabernacle" IMPLY 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN, CALLED 'MOSES'? "and fastened its 
sockets" IMPLY THE LEFT COLUMN, FOR SOCKETS (HEB. ADANIM) 
ARE SPELLED WITH THE LETTERS OF JUDGMENT (HEB. DIN), 
THAT PERTAINS TO THE LEFT; "and set up its boards" IMPLY THE 
RIGHT COLUMN. By these three aspects Moses erected the 
Tabernacle, and by these aspects the Tabernacle, MALCHUT, was 
erected and the Other Side subdued. Since Moses erected the side 
OF HOLINESS, the Other Side OF DEFILEMENT was subjugated. 
That is why Moses erected it and none other.
  

375. Come and see: It is written, "and fastened its sockets." At that 
time, Samael was shaken from his place, together with his forty 
Chariots, and fled four hundred parasangs to hide himself in a hole 
in the dust. Moses brought the sockets, and that side was 
strengthened; the sockets of the Other Side were loosened and fell.
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376. He opened the discussion and said, "In that day will I raise up 
the Tabernacle of David that is fallen" (Amos 9:11). HE ASKS: Which 
day? AND HE ANSWERS: On the day the Holy One, blessed be He 
will judge the world, and visit the deeds of the wicked, for the 
Congregation of Yisrael cannot rise from the dust, while the wicked 
still prevail. It is written above, "all the sinners of My people shall die 
by the sword, those that say, 'The evil shall not overtake nor 
confront us'" (Ibid. 10). The following verse says, "In that day will I 
raise up the Tabernacle of David that is fallen."
 

 

377. We should look at this verse. IT IS WRITTEN, "their 
breaches" (Ibid. 11), which should have been 'her (its) breaches,' and 
"his ruins" (Ibid.) which should have been 'her ruins,' FOR THESE 
WORDS REFER TO "THE TABERNACLE (FEM.) OF DAVID." HE 
ANSWERS: "I will...repair their breaches" (Ibid.) against the wicked, 
of whom it is written, "all the sinners of My people shall die by the 
sword." Then the breach will be fixed, that THEY DID to Yisrael. It is 
therefore written, "I will...repair their breaches," AND NOT 'HER 
BREACHES'. "And I will raise up his ruins." Whose ruins? Those of 
the Tabernacle of David, because WE LEARNED that when the evil 
kingdom is strengthened in the world, the holy kingdom is 
enfeebled, and the Tabernacle of David is ruined. Therefore it is 
written, "And I will raise up his ruins" (Ibid.).
 

 

378. We learned that when one is strengthened, NAMELY, 
DEFILEMENT, the other is enfeebled, NAMELY, HOLINESS. This one 
is full, and that is laid waste. Hence, until that SAID day, the evil 
kingdom shall get stronger. And on that day the holy kingdom will 
get stronger, and the Holy One, blessed be He will raise it. Therefore 
it is written, "and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build her as in the 
days of old" (Ibid.); the latter part is in accordance with the verse, 
"Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the 
sun..." (Yeshayah 30:26).
 

 

379. "And Moses erected the Tabernacle." HE ASKS: With what did 
he erect it? AND HE ANSWERS: It is written, "and fastened its 
sockets" (Shemot 40:18). He laid the sockets underneath the boards, 
so that the hinges of the doors will revolve upon them, because the 
hinges underneath give support and firmness upon which they can 
revolve. Why is it WRITTEN "fastened"? Because he fixed and 
strengthened them with all his might. At that time the other sockets 
of the Other Side were removed.
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380. Come and see: It is written, "Remember, O Hashem, against the 
children of Edom the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it, 
even to the foundation thereof" (Tehilim 137:7). Therefore, the Holy 
One, blessed be He will build the foundations of Jerusalem of other 
materials, that will have power over everything. What are they? They 
are sapphires, as it is written, "and lay your foundations with 
sapphires" (Yeshayah 54:11); which make strong and superior 
foundations, not weak as the first ones. What is the sense thereof? 
The other nations could rule over the stones of the first foundations. 
Why? Because there is no high illumination in them, as is fitting, 
BECAUSE THEIR ILLUMINATION IS NOT THEIR OWN, BUT DRAWN 
FROM BINAH. But these illuminate from the high illumination, 
NAMELY, THEY WILL ILLUMINATE ON THEIR OWN, AND WILL NOT 
NEED JOINING FROM BINAH. The illumination sinks into the 
abysses, so THE OTHER NATIONS will not be able to rule over them. 
These sapphires will illuminate above and below, for at that time, a 
supernal illumination will be added above and below.
 

 

381. If you say that the first foundations, WHICH WERE IN USE 
BEFORE THE CORRECTION will be discarded, IT IS NOT SO, for it is 
written, "Behold, I will set your stones in antimony" (ibid.), "set" to 
fix what is broken. "With antimony," as it is said, "and she painted 
her eyes" (II Melachim 9:30). There are stones called 'antimony', 
BLACK BY COLOR, WHICH WOMEN USE TO PAINT THEIR EYES. 
Why DOES HE USE this? Rabbi Elazar said: This is a secret, known 
to the reapers of the field, NAMELY TO THOSE WHO HAD THE 
MERIT OF ESTABLISHING ALL THE CORRECTIONS OF THE FIELD, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. THEY ALREADY REAP THE HARVEST OF THE 
FIELD AND ENJOY ITS FRUIT.
 

 

382. Come and see: The stones of the foundation of Zion and 
Jerusalem, heaven forbid that other nations had power over them, or 
that they burned them. They were not burned but hidden and 
treasured by the Holy One, blessed be He. The foundations of the 
holy mansion were all stored, and not one was lost. And when the 
Holy One, blessed be He will restore Jerusalem again, these 
foundations of the first stones will be returned to their places, and 
no other eyes will rule them BY SIGHT, except when a man will paint 
his eyes with that antimony and fill his eyes with it. He will then see 
all the stones and all the foundations of Jerusalem, standing in their 
places, not ruled by other nations. And all the other precious stones, 
and stone buildings are all standing erect.
 

 

383. Then, it is written, "for they shall see eye to eye, Hashem 
returning to Zion (also: 'Hashem causing Zion to return')" (Yeshayah 
52:8). What does this mean? HE ANSWERS: When the other nations 
ruled over it, the Holy One, blessed be He raised it high, but at that 
time, He will return it to its place, as it is written, "Hashem causing 
Zion to return"; assuredly, HE WILL RETURN IT TO ITS PLACE.
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384. Come and see: All that was concealed to the eye, and that the 
eye had no permission to rule, NAMELY, WHEN THE LEFT IS 
WITHOUT THE RIGHT, the eye cannot control, except when kohl is 
APPLIED to the eye, NAMELY ANTIMONY. Then it may see certain 
things. That is why it is written, "Behold, I will set your stones in 
antimony" (Yeshayah 54:11). Come and see: All these stones, 
BEFORE THEY WERE MENDED, will be erected as foundations as 
before. And the sapphire foundations will stand around them. This is 
the meaning of "and lay your foundations with sapphires."
 

 

385. When the Holy One, blessed be He will erect His house, 
MALCHUT, then, it is written, "He will destroy (also: 'swallow') death 
forever" (Yeshayah 25:8), swallow as in "Hashem has swallowed up 
without pity" (Eichah 2:2). As he drank of this cup, so he will drink of 
that. AS THE ANGEL OF DEATH SWALLOWED THE INHABITANTS 
OF THE WORLD, SO HE WILL BE SWALLOWED HIMSELF.
 

 

386. You may say that He swallowed him for a fixed time as Yisrael, 
WHO WERE IN EXILE FOR A FIXED PERIOD. This is not so, because 
it is written "forever." Forever is for all generations, unlike Yisrael 
and unlike that time that Moses erected the Tabernacle, FOR A 
FIXED PERIOD, but forever and ever.
 

 

387. Then the Holy One, blessed be He will raise the Congregation of 
Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and set the sockets, the beams and the 
ceilings of the house in their proper settings forever and ever and 
ever. It is written, "Enlarge the place of your tent..." (Yeshayah 54:2), 
so that the Other Side will be swallowed never to rise again. Then 
"the insult of His people shall He take away from off all the earth, for 
Hashem has spoken it" (Yeshayah 25:8).
 

 

388. "And Moses erected the Tabernacle." At the time when the 
sockets were made and put in their place, the sockets of the Other 
Side were loosened and removed from their place. Hence it is 
written, "and fastened its sockets."
 

 

389. HE ASKS: What is the meaning of "fastened" IN "AND 
FASTENED ITS SOCKETS" (SHEMOT 40:18)? AND HE ANSWERS: 
We learned that when Moses saw the evil Samael before him, coming 
to accuse him, Moses attacked him and bound him, then erected the 
Tabernacle and fastened the sockets, as it is written, "and fastened 
its sockets." "Fastened" with force, for no one was able to rule over 
SAMAEL and fasten the sockets in their place like Moses, because 
he used great force to erect them.
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390. The day the Tabernacle was erected, when Moses started to 
erect it, was the first day of Nissan. At that time, the Other Side is 
loose in the world. For we learned that in the days of Nissan, 
THOUGH the head of a bull is in its fodder basket, RUN UP TO THE 
ATTIC, AND DROP THE LADDER DOWN, SO IT WILL NOT FOLLOW 
TO HARM YOU. Moses started TO ERECT THE TABERNACLE in 
Nissan, and saw Samael walking around him to confuse him. So 
Moses overpowered him, and then "fastened its sockets." He started 
below to fasten the sockets, and one started it, NAMELY THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, to fasten the sockets above. The one 
corresponds to the other.
 

 

391. On the day the Tabernacle was erected below, another holy 
Tabernacle was erected above, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and the upper 
Tabernacle, hidden and concealed, WHICH IS BINAH, emitted lights 
in every direction, and the worlds illuminated.
 

 

392. Rabbi Yosi asked Rabbi Shimon, saying: Three Tabernacles are 
mentioned in the verse, "And on the day that the Tabernacle was 
erected the cloud covered the Tabernacle, even the tent of the 
Testimony, and at evening there was upon the Tabernacle as it were 
the appearance of fire, until the morning" (Bemidbar 9:15). 
Altogether there is mention of three Tabernacles. ALSO, why is it 
called 'a Tabernacle' and not 'a house'? For a house is needed rather 
than a Tabernacle.
 

 

393. He opened the discussion and said: "Thus says Hashem, 'The 
heaven is My throne...'" (Yeshayah 66:1). Come and see: The Holy 
One, blessed be He chose Yisrael as His inheritance and portion, 
and brought them near Him. We established that He formed from 
them certain grades, NAMELY, THE PATRIARCHS...reflecting those 
above, so as to make of all the worlds one unity, above and below, 
as it is written, "the heaven is My throne, and the earth is My 
footstool" (Ibid.) so the high and low would form one unity.
 

 

394. Come and see: "the heaven is My throne" is the firmament 
where Jacob dwells, who is the supernal image of the supernal holy 
throne, NAMELY, CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET OF ZEIR ANPIN. 
"and the earth is My footstool," is the firmament where King David 
dwells, MALCHUT, to derive pleasure from the shining mirror, ZEIR 
ANPIN. And when He wanted to expand further down, FROM THE 
SUPERNAL THRONE, He said: "My footstool," WHICH IS MALCHUT. 
"the house that you would build for Me?" (Ibid.) is the Temple, "and 
where is the place of My rest?" (Ibid.) is the Holy of Holies in the 
lower Temple.
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395. Yet Come and see: As long as Yisrael walked through the 
desert, they had a Tabernacle, until they reached Shiloh where there 
was A TABERNACLE already. And THIS TABERNACLE is the secret 
of continuation one from the other, unity between one and the other 
so as to spread light. But it was not meant for a resting place, 
because there was no rest, only when the Temple was built in the 
days of King Solomon. Then there is rest above and below, because 
rest stays there and does not travel from place to place LIKE THE 
TABERNACLE.
 

 

396. Therefore, there is a Tabernacle and a Temple, a Tabernacle, as 
in "and I will set My Tabernacle among you; and My soul shall not 
abhor you" (Vayikra 26:11). "My Tabernacle" means that the dwelling 
of the Holy One, blessed be He will be among Yisrael, because it is 
written, "and My soul shall not abhor you." FOR THE ILLUMINATION 
IS NOT SO STRONG, SINCE IT IS QUALIFIED BY "MY SOUL SHALL 
NOT ABHOR YOU."
 

 

397. HE ASKS: What is the difference between them, BETWEEN A 
TABERNACLE AND A TEMPLE? AND HE ANSWERS: In regard to the 
Tabernacle, IT IS AS IF a king comes to his friend without all his 
retinue, but in order not to trouble his friend, he brings with him only 
a small escort. In regard to a Temple, it is as if he brought all his 
army and retinue to live with him in that house. This is THE 
DIFFERENCE between a Tabernacle and a house. For a Temple 
house is an apartment for eternal resting place, with all the Chariots, 
with all images, all the deeds as above, so that deeds below may be 
connected as those above. A Tabernacle deals in small forms, few 
deeds, it travels from place to place. All is in supernal secret.
 

 

398. Come and see: When the Holy One, blessed be He commanded 
Moses to erect the Tabernacle, he could not grasp it, until the Holy 
One, blessed be He showed him the shape of each and every thing. 
By what means did He show him? Namely, by a white fire, a black 
fire, a red fire, and a green fire, CORRESPONDING TO CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT. It is written, "And see that you 
make them after their pattern, which is being shown to you in the 
mountain" (Shemot 25:40). With all that, it was difficult for Moses TO 
GRASP THEM.
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399. Come and see: Though He showed him eye to eye, Moses did 
not want to do them. And if you say that he did not know how to do 
or did not have the skill, come and see: Betzalel, Aholiav and all the 
others, though they did not see THE SHAPES as Moses did, it is 
written, "and Moses saw all the work, and, behold, they had done 
it..." (Shemot 39:43). If those who did not see THE SHAPES, 
nevertheless did it, Moses, who saw ALL THE SHAPES ON THE 
MOUNTAIN, how more so WAS HE ABLE TO MAKE THEM. HE 
ANSWERS: Moses, though he retired from the construction of the 
Tabernacle, everything was under his supervision, and under him 
ALL WAS DONE. It was named after him, and therefore it is written, 
"and see that you make" (Shemot 25:40).
 

 

400. Another explanation: Moses withdrew FROM THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE TABERNACLE, and gave his place to 
another, BECAUSE HE WANTED OTHERS TO HAVE THE MERIT. So 
the Holy One, blessed be He told him, "See, I have called by name 
Betzalel...with him Aholiav" (Shemot 31:2). And it is written, "And 
Betzalel and Aholiav, and every wisehearted man" (Ibid. 36:1). And if 
that honor was reserved for Moses, that he will make THE 
TABERNACLE, AS IT IS WRITTEN, "AND SEE THAT YOU MAKE," it 
will be forever his. WHY THEN DID THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE 
ORDER, "AND BETZALEL AND AHOLIAV...DID"? BECAUSE FROM 
THIS WE UNDERSTAND AND MOSES HIMSELF WITHDREW FROM 
THE WORK TO GIVE MERIT TO OTHERS.
 

 

401. With all that, since he ordered, and all was done by his 
command, IT IS CONSIDERED as if he had done it all. Also, all the 
work is done, only when it is finished, AND NAMED AFTER 
WHOEVER FINISHED IT. Therefore, "Moses erected the Tabernacle." 
When the wisehearted men wanted to erect it, it did not stand, 
because of the honor of Moses, until Moses came and erected it. 
SINCE HE FINISHED THE WORK, IT IS CALLED AFTER HIM. This 
was explained.
 

 

 
 
41. "when I fall, I shall arise" 
Rabbi Yehuda begins with the verse: "Rejoice not against me, O my enemy: when I fall, I shall arise..." He says that this means the evil kingdom of 
the Other Side will not rise again, unlike the Congregation of Yisrael that will always rise again. Even though the other nations of the world have 
tried to exterminate Yisrael so many times, God always raised them up again. When Moses brought them out of Egypt God did many miracles to 
help them, and after that Moses erected the Tabernacle.

402. "And Moses erected the Tabernacle" (Shemot 40:18). Rabbi 
Yehuda opened the discussion with the verse: "Rejoice not against 
me, O my enemy: when I fall, I shall arise..." (Michah 7:8). "My 
enemy" refers to the evil kingdom, the enemy of the holy kingdom. 
This verse is said by the Congregation of Yisrael, THE HOLY 
KINGDOM. "Rejoice not against me, O my enemy: when I fall, I shall 
arise," not so the other, EVIL kingdom. Once it falls, it will never rise 
again. But the Congregation of Yisrael, though she fell, she rises, 
and has risen many times, as it is written, "when I fall, I shall arise."
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403. How many times did the Congregation of Yisrael fall into exile, 
and sat in the midst of all these enemies. And the rest of the nations 
and idolaters, rose against Yisrael to exterminate them, as it is said, 
"They hold crafty converse against your people... For they have 
consulted together with one consent... They have said, 'Come, and 
let us cut them off from being a nation'" (Tehilim 83:4-6). With all 
that, and though the rest of the nations rose against them, the Holy 
One, blessed be He did not leave them in their hands, and if they fell, 
they arose, as it is written, "when I fall, I shall arise," as the Holy 
One, blessed be He always raises her.
 

 

404. And when the Holy One, blessed be He will raise her from the 
dust of exile, the Congregation of Yisrael, MALCHUT, will say, 
"Rejoice not against me, O my enemy: when I fall, I shall arise;" 
because "I fall" into exile, and my children became slaves, "I shall 
arise," now. For at the time when Moses brought Yisrael out OF 
EGYPT, and when the Holy One, blessed be He performed miracles 
and mighty deeds, then, it is written, "Moses erected the 
Tabernacle." Because through the hands of Moses, THE SECRET OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, the Tabernacle was erected, WHICH IS MALCHUT, each 
time.
 

 

 
 
42. "When those moved, these moved" 
Rabbi Shimon explores the verse: "When those moved, these moved, and when those stood still, these stood still." He tells us that the living 
creatures move, and when they move the wheels move, the turnings of the wheels depend on the movement of the living creatures. The living 
creatures and the wheels move together. Rabbi Shimon turns to the 24 watches who guard the gates and who are hidden in the intensity of the flame 
surrounding the threshold. There are 24 thresholds and 24 sockets. These watches or guards of Zeir Anpin fly all over the world, watching things 
and listening to sounds and raising words up higher. Rabbi Shimon returns to the wheels moving and says "For the spirit of the living creature was 
in the wheels" meaning that the Holy Spirit, Malchut, makes the wheels move. He explains that 'living creature' means four living creatures, 
corresponding to Chesed, Gvurah, Tiferet and Malchut. They turn to the four directions of the world. He mentions the throne for the likeness of a 
man to sit on, and says the throne is Zeir Anpin. The higher throne has the image of Jacob, who is Zeir Anpin, while the lower throne has the image 
of David, who is Malchut. We learn that a spirit emerges from Binah above and flows down to the lower worlds where it has power over everything. 
Rabbi Shimon concludes by saying that in the same way Moses became a spirit in relation to the Tabernacle for the purpose of correcting 
everything below.

405. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion and said: "When those 
moved, these moved, and when those stood still, these stood 
still" (Yechezkel 1:21). We have to look at this verse: "When those 
moved, these moved." Now, do I not know that when those move, 
these move, and when those stand still, these stand still? HE 
ANSWERS: Who moves? The living creatures move, and when they 
move, the wheels move, as it is written, "and when the living 
creatures moved, the wheels went by them" (Ibid. 19). Therefore, 
"When those moved, these moved, and when those stood still, these 
stood still," for all the goings of the wheels depend upon the going 
of the living creatures. They do not exist INDEPENDENTLY on their 
own, but depend upon the living creatures. It is further written, "and 
when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels 
were lifted up...along with them" (Ibid.), because the living creatures 
and the wheels move together.
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406. Come and see: There are 24 thresholds, THE OPEN SPACES 
WITHIN THE DOOR PANES, of the supernal watches, within the one 
opening on the east side. Twenty-four watches stand guarding at 
that gate, hidden within the intensity of the flame surrounding that 
threshold on the east side.
 

 

407. There are 24 sockets beneath them, and upon the sockets 24 
pillars. These always stand, and do not soar in the air like the others. 
They are called "standing ones," according to the verse, "I will give 
you access among these who stand by" (Zecharyah 3:7). The pillars 
stand upon the sockets, and turn in them, so they may remain in 
their places.
 

 

408. When these pillars stand firm, all the rulers standing above 
them, NAMELY, THE SAID GUARDS OF ZEIR ANPIN, soar and fly 
over the world, surveying with their eyes. Those who listen to sound, 
raise words above, as it is written, "for a bird of the sky shall carry 
the sound" (Kohelet 10:20). Therefore, all these sockets are always 
firm.
 

 

409. Come and see: The meaning of "When those moved, these 
moved" (Yechezkel 1:17) is as we said, WITH THE MOVEMENT OF 
THE LIVING CREATURES. "And when the living creatures were lifted 
up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up...along with them" (Ibid. 
19) because as the living creatures move and are lifted up, so do 
THE WHEELS. Why? "For the spirit of the living creature was in the 
wheels" (Ibid. 20). The spirit of the living creature is the Holy Spirit, 
MALCHUT, blowing and striking the wheels to make them move. 
Thus, whatever is in a higher grade, carries whatever carries it. 
Come and see: The Ark was carrying whoever carried it. Here also, 
the living creatures were carrying the wheels.
 

 

410. You may say, that it is written, "The spirit of the living creature 
was in the wheels" AND NOT 'THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING 
CREATURES.' FROM WHERE DO WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
LIVING CREATURES CARRY THE WHEELS? HE ANSWERS: It also 
means that A LIVING CREATURE MEANS FOUR LIVING 
CREATURES, because it is in the right side, the left side, in front, 
and at the back. THAT IS, THE FOUR SFIROT CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET AND MALCHUT OF THE LIVING CREATURE, 
CORRESPONDING TO RIGHT, LEFT, FRONT AND BACK, ARE 
CONSIDERED FOUR LIVING CREATURES. Therefore, a living 
creature and living creatures ARE THE SAME THING.
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411. It is written, "This is the living creature I saw under the Elohim 
of Yisrael by the river K'var" (Yechezkel 10:20). This is the fourfold 
living creature, turning to the four directions, NAMELY CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT AS EXPLAINED BEFORE. There 
is a throne, MALCHUT, for the likeness of man, NAMELY ZEIR 
ANPIN, as it is written, "and upon the likeness of the throne was the 
likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it" (Yechezkel 
1:26). And all that is for that high, holy and concealed grade called 
"the Elohim of Yisrael," WHICH IS BINAH, AS THE VERSE STATES, 
"THIS IS THE LIVING CREATURE I SAW" (YECHEZKEL 10:20) IS 
MALCHUT, UPON WHICH RIDES ZEIR ANPIN, THE SECRET OF MAN, 
AND BOTH "UNDER THE ELOHIM OF YISRAEL" (IBID.), BINAH.
  

412. THE LIVING CREATURE IN THE VERSE, "THIS IS THE LIVING 
CREATURE I SAW" IS the lower living creature, MALCHUT, which 
stands upon all the supernal holy living creatures, CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT OF ZEIR ANPIN, THE SECRET 
OF MAN, since there are supernal beasts, the ones over the others, 
AS ABOVE THOSE LIVING CREATURES OF MALCHUT THERE ARE 
SUPERNAL LIVING CREATURES OF ZEIR ANPIN. The throne under 
the Elohim of Yisrael has the image of Jacob, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, A 
THRONE TO BINAH CALLED 'THE ELOHIM OF YISRAEL'. And the 
lower throne, UNDER ZEIR ANPIN, has the image of David, 
MALCHUT. It is square to the four sides, and therefore, a spirit 
emerges from above, FROM BINAH, and goes out, flowing from one 
grade to another, FROM BINAH TO ZEIR ANPIN, AND FROM ZEIR 
ANPIN TO MALCHUT, until it strikes the lower beings below, IN 
BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH. This spirit has power over 
everything, and it establishes everything so they will keep.
 

 

413. In exactly the same manner, things have been fixed below, IN 
THE TABERNACLE. It is written of above, "For the spirit of the living 
creature was in the wheels" (Yechezkel 1:20), and "Wherever the 
spirit was minded to go, they moved" (Ibid.). It is written concerning 
that which is below, "And Moses erected the Tabernacle." With what 
DID HE ERECT IT? THAT MEANS, he became a spirit in relation to 
that level below, THE TABERNACLE, assuming the shape of the 
Supernal Spirit, OF WHICH IT HAS BEEN SAID, "This is the living 
creature I saw under the Elohim of Yisrael" (Yechezkel 10:20), as 
from that living creature a spirit emerges, for the purpose of 
establishing everything AS MENTIONED. Moses was like that, he is 
the living creature that produces a spirit below, IN THE 
TABERNACLE, to fix everything. Therefore it is written, "erected," 
"And he put," "And he set," as by all of these he put a spirit that 
would correct everything.
 

 

 
 
43. The Tabernacle and the Temple 
Rabbi Shimon talks in this section about Moses building the Tabernacle and Solomon building the temple. The Temple was built in the spirit of 
peace, Yesod, that is rest. The Tabernacle was built in the spirit of love but not that of rest, so the Tabernacle was moved around as the people 
moved. Moses began his construction by starting in the middle, that was dark, and he raised his first point there. Then that point shone and all the 
other parts settled into place as they should. Rabbi Shimon adds more information about the sockets, that are connected with 'giving' since they 
support the boards. When Moses erected the point the Other Side sank but was not altogether destroyed, that will happen only in the future. The 
side of holiness began to strengthen and then the Other Side entered the hole in the great abyss. If Yisrael had not sinned the Other Side would not 
have been able to rule the world, but since they did they must always give a portion of the sacrifices to the Other Side. Finally we hear that the 
erection in the beginning was to weaken the Other Side, but the erection in the end will be the erection of the holy side so it will be elevated higher. 
Whenever holiness rises up, defilement is lowered.
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414. Come and see: First Moses erected the Tabernacle, and fixed it 
in the secret of the high grade, where he was, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN. 
Then Solomon built the Temple, and constructed it in the secret of 
the river going out from Eden, named household peace, NAMELY, 
YESOD, which is household rest, MALCHUT. Therefore, in the secret 
of the Tabernacle is the closeness of love, in the secret of the body, 
TIFERET, MEANING THAT Moses was of the grade where is 
closeness of love, but not that of rest; THEREFORE, THE 
TABERNACLE WAS ALWAYS MOVED BY TRAVELING. When 
Solomon constructed the Temple, it was built in the secret of the 
love of rest. Therefore it is written of Solomon, "who shall be a man 
of tranquillity" (I Divrei Hayamim 22:9).
 

 

415. Hence MOSES corrected one grade, TIFERET, and Solomon 
corrected another grade, YESOD. Their shapes are interconnected, 
THAT OF TIFERET IS THAT OF YESOD. This is the secret of the 
verse, "These are the generations of Jacob, Joseph" (Beresheet 
37:2), THE FORM OF JACOB, TIFERET, RESEMBLES THE FORM OF 
JOSEPH, YESOD.
 

 

416. Moses started to repair that place of holiness by erecting the 
point standing in the middle, MALCHUT, which was dark and sunken 
in its place, unseen and not shining at all. He first raised that point 
that was sunken in its place, then CONSTRUCTED all the rest, that 
are based on this point.
 

 

417. Unless that point, MALCHUT, were corrected first, all that 
spread from it could not have been corrected. Once that point was 
erected and made to shine, all the other corrections were made, and 
it was settled in its place. Therefore IT WAS FIRST WRITTEN, "And 
Moses erected the Tabernacle" (Shemot 40:18) referring to the point, 
dark and sunken in its place. He then "fastened the sockets" (Ibid.) 
the sockets of several places, ON ALL SIDES OF THE TABERNACLE, 
amounting to a hundred, and divided them each to its place, TO THE 
SIDES OF THE TABERNACLE, as it is written, "hundred sockets of 
the hundred talents, a talent for a socket" (Shemot 38:27).
 

 

418. We already explained about these sockets. It was not written 
that they were erected, but that he fastened them (lit. 'he gave'), 
because they are connected with giving, so as to put upon them that 
which is needed, NAMELY, THE BOARDS. This is because there are 
lower beings, and higher ones set upon them. Therefore, the word 
'give' is used in relation to them.
 

 

419. At the time when the point was erected, the Other Side sank, 
BUT was not altogether wiped away. That will happen only in the 
future, when it will be wiped out, as we explained. Now, this was 
erected and that, THE OTHER SIDE, sank.
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420. "and fastened its sockets" (Shemot 40:18): Then the side of 
holiness began to strengthen. And when these sockets were 
fastened, all THE SOCKETS of the Other Side sank and entered the 
hole in the great abyss. For when the side of high holiness was 
elevated, and partly REACHED exaltation, the Other Side sank and 
entered that hole in the abyss, BECAUSE WHEN THE ONE WAS 
ERECTED, THE OTHER SANK.
 

 

421. If it were not for Yisrael who sinned, THE OTHER SIDE could not 
have ruled the world. Then they sinned, and drew upon them THE 
OTHER SIDE as before. From that day, there is no remedy, but to 
give a portion to the Other Side from everything, from the secret of 
the sacrifices, libation offerings, and the burnt offerings. Come and 
see: The burnt offering is therefore burnt by fire completely, to 
subjugate that side, and raise the side of holiness. Once Moses 
erected this place OF HOLINESS, that place OF DEFILEMENT sank.
 

 

422. Come and see: "Moses erected" (Shemot 40:18) the side of 
holiness, and the Other Side of defilement sank, "and fastened ITS 
SOCKETS" of the side of holiness, and that side of defilement was 
enfeebled. He "set up ITS BOARDS" (Ibid.) of the side of holiness, 
and the Other Side of defilement was subjugated. Then he "put up its 
bars" (Ibid.).
 

 

423. Then IT IS WRITTEN AGAIN, "and he erected" (Ibid. 33) What is 
the sense? That the beginning and the end will be marked by 
erecting; therefore, he started by erecting and finished by erecting, 
for all, BOTH OF THEM, are in need of erection, in the beginning and 
in the end. For the purpose of the erection in the beginning was to 
weaken the Other Side. The one IN THE END, is the erection of the 
holy side, so it will be established and elevated above to be one knot 
as is proper. For whenever holiness goes up to rule, defilement is 
lowered and sinks down.
 

 

 
 
44. The six grades of the Other Side 
Rabbi Shimon explains the levels and grades of darkness, rage and judgment. We learn of 'the shadow of death' and 'death' and then of the color of 
smoke, the color of fire and the black color. The color of smoke goes down into the world and instigates people to anger. The color of fire descends 
to the world and causes killings and bloodshed. The color of black descends into the world and is in charge over the hanged and the strangled; it 
always harms people. Rabbi Shimon describes the four types of rage, and then talks about the second grade, where all the fiends come out. They 
roam around the world and are always ready to take revenge for the hidden sins that people do. We learn how the second and third grades spread 
until they reach the black firmament. Rabbi Shimon talks about the three 'joints' of the 'right arm'. The first is called 'transgression', and only 
weakens when Yisrael offers sacrifices. The second is called 'ire', that brings sorrow and hardship into the world. The third is called 'trouble' 
because it sends out the power to oppress and give trouble to men. The secret of these three joints is the verse: "wrath, and indignation, and 
trouble." Then he moves to the joints of the left arm, saying that when they join they get stronger, as in: "an embassy of evil messengers." From the 
left arm all the evil demons are sent down. The fourth grade of the Other Side sends out a force that gives permission in the world to shed blood. In 
all the grades and in each joint there are chieftains with battalions of fiends. Rabbi Shimon turns to the fourth grade, where fiends are sent down to 
execute the evil judgments against people. We hear that the fifth grade is divided into right and left called 'thighs', Netzach and Hod. This is where 
the power of pursuing every evil comes from. We learn that the joints of the Other Side all turn backward rather than forward, and are told about the 
right and left joints of the fifth grade. They harm anyone who is meritorious but has no ancestral merit to protect him and they chase the wicked who 
have been marked by the angel so that they get diseases. All the same Rabbi Shimon explains that diseases do not come from the Other Side: they 
are called 'sufferings of love', because the Torah says: "But it pleases Hashem to crush him by disease." Rabbi Shimon describes the sixth and last 
grade as 'foreskin' because it is the secret of the piercing serpent and pertains to the meaning of circumcision.
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424. The source of the point underneath the grades of the Other 
Side, MALCHUT OF THE OTHER SIDE, BENEATH ALL THE GRADES 
OF THE OTHER SIDE, ITS BEGINNING (LIT. 'HEAD') is at the head of 
the grades OF THE OTHER SIDE, outside HOLINESS. It is the head of 
the male OF THE OTHER SIDE, riding on a camel. THIS IS THE 
SECRET OF SAMAEL, RIDING ON A CAMEL. It is the head outside 
HOLINESS, expanding from a mixture of darkness, NAMELY, SMOKE 
INTERMINGLED WITH DARKNESS AND THEY SPREAD TOGETHER.
 

 

425. For when smoke was issued from violent rage, that smoke 
expands and goes from rage to rage, the one atop the other, riding 
on and ruling upon the other, appearing like male and female, so as 
to make all into violent rage.
 

 

426. When smoke started to expand, it pressed from within the rage, 
to expand through the pressure of one point. Then the smoke of rage 
spread aslant like a certain serpent, sly and dangerous.
 

 

427. The head, THE HEAD OF A MALE, which started to spread, is a 
grade of darkness. It goes up and down, roaming and hovering and 
resting in its place, FOR IT FINDS NO PLACE IN WHICH TO SETTLE, 
UNTIL that grade settles, BY CONNECTING with the smoke coming 
out of the rage. It is then called 'shadow'. It shadows a place called 
'death'. When the two are combined, they are called 'the shadow of 
death.' We already stated that these are two grades joined together.
 

 

428. That shadow is the beginning of the lowest point OF THE 
OTHER SIDE outside, NAMELY, OUT OF ITS FEMALE. THAT 
SHADOW, darkness, is far away from the holy point standing in the 
middle. The point does not exist, nor it is seen, nor inscribed with 
colors, BECAUSE IT IS ONLY A BEGINNING AND NO JUDGMENT IS 
FELT IN IT. From it, an expansion spread outward and downward, 
AND THE POINT ITSELF was sunk, not to be seen nor inscribed.
 

 

429. THAT POINT expanded downward, left, and right, and spread in 
their midst inside the darkness, NAMELY, CHESED, GVURAH AND 
TIFERET OF THE OTHER SIDE, corresponding to a thousand one 
hundred. Two pillars are engraved on the two sides, 
CORRESPONDING TO NETZACH AND HOD, and the darkness was 
spread into a color, which is black yet not black, because no color 
prevails in it. Inside the expansion of darkness, there are darknesses 
that were in use in Egypt, as it is written, "they saw not one another, 
neither rose any from his place for three days" (Shemot 10:23), and 
"darkness which may be felt" (Ibid. 21).
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430. This said expansion expands in several different ways. HE 
EXPLAINS: From within that expansion one light comes out, painted 
gold. This is red gold. This color spreads, and covers the darkness 
in its head, NAMELY, IT INTERMINGLES WITH IT. THEREFORE it is 
gold, in which darkness is included.
 

 

431. This darkness spreads right and left. From these two sides, a 
certain silver hue comes out, WHICH IS CHESED, that doesn't shine. 
This silver hue spreads to cover the darkness, NAMELY, IT MINGLED 
WITH IT. They were included, DARKNESS AND SILVER, within one 
another, and it went down.
 

 

432. The darkness spread FROM CHESED, NAMELY THE SILVER 
HUE, and became two darknesses, ON THE RIGHT AND ON THE 
LEFT, standing on the beginning of blackness, whence another hue 
of brass comes out, WHICH IS TIFERET OF THE OTHER SIDE.
 

 

433. From that place, FROM TIFERET, this darkness spreads 
downwards, TO MALCHUT where it is established in its existence. 
Another color comes out, black looking like iron CALLED 'DEATH'. 
All is in the secret of darkness. FOR THE OTHER SIDE IS NAMLY 
BUILT ON THE PRINCIPLE OF DARKNESS.
  

434. From between the two pillars, NETZACH AND HOD OF THE 
OTHER SIDE, comes out a pillar of darkness in the dark, NAMELY, IT 
CONTAINS THE TWO KINDS OF DARKNESS OF EGYPT. All the 
hues, GOLD, SILVER...are seen in it. FOR IT IS THE ASPECT OF 
YESOD, CONSISTING OF THE FIVE SFIROT CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH AND HOD. This is the foreskin, BECAUSE 
YESOD OF THE OTHER SIDE IS A FORESKIN, as the male leads the 
female to mate and to become one.
 

 

435. These SEVEN GRADES are within seven certain great grades. 
The first grade is the grade inside that darkness. That darkness 
comes out of the hiding place of the smoke of fire, comprising the 
color of smoke, the color of fire and the black color. These three 
colors are different in their several manners of bending the crooked 
of the world, NAMELY, TO PUNISH THEM.
 

 

436. HE EXPLAINS: The color of smoke goes down into the world 
and affects it in several ways. It spreads in the world, instigating the 
spirits of people, causing them to be angry, and leading them astray 
so they would become angry. Therefore it is written, "there shall be 
no strange El among you, nor shall you worship a foreign 
El" (Tehilim 81:10). "There shall be no strange El among you" refers 
to the male OF THE OTHER SIDE, and "nor shall you worship a 
foreign El" refers to the female OF THE OTHER SIDE. THE SMOKE is 
the anger ruling and gathering strength in the world, walking 
amongst men and assailing them to cause them harm.
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437. The color of fire descends into the world, and in several ways 
causes harm, killings, bloodshed, and perdition to men. It is 
therefore written, "If they say, come with us, let us lie in wait for 
blood, let us lurk for the innocent without cause" (Mishlei 1:11). For 
some shed blood and kill without cause, and some shed blood and 
kill in war. This comes from the male side OF THE OTHER SIDE, and 
that from the female side OF THE OTHER SIDE. The male side sheds 
blood without cause, as we said. The side of the female, causes 
wars, and makes people kill each other. All the wars and killings 
come from the side of that female.
 

 

438. The black color descending into the world, is in charge over the 
wounded and the dead, catching bodies TO PUT THEM IN JAIL, the 
hanged and the strangled. It always harms people. These three 
colors, SMOKE, FIRE, AND BLACK, spread in the world in several 
ways and spread amongst the inhabitants of the world.
 

 

439. The color of smoke descending into the world is the first color 
to come out of the point sunken in the shadow. It is Samael riding on 
a camel, as we said. The color of smoke is called 'Katzpiel the great', 
whence comes the anger of men, who harden their hearts in anger. 
HE IS THEREFORE CALLED 'KATZPIEL', NAMELY THE ANGER 
(HEB. KETZEF) OF EL.
 

 

440. Under KATZPIEL there are one thousand six hundred battalions 
OF FIENDS. They are the anger FOUND within the bodies of men. For 
there is anger ruling over the world to do justice, but this anger is 
the anger ruling over and entering inside the bodies of men who are 
angry in this way. This anger is the foundation for all the rest of the 
HARMFUL colors, built from it to harm, since that smoke comes out 
of the rage of the supernal blazing fire. This type of rage is the first 
one of the fire.
 

 

441. That rage is divided into four rages. The first rage is called 
'rage'. It causes the hearts of people to be enraged. It descends and 
instigates people, and they become furious in their anger. This 
draws fiends upon the world.
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442. The second rage descends into the world, roaming and 
expanding into all sides. It is called 'hatred'. This one, once it enters 
man, is called 'a silent fiend'. It takes part in the place of the female. 
This is the silent rage, standing aslant. It is the strongest of them all, 
because it is like the serpent that keeps silent and then kills.
 

 

443. The third rage is the inverse of the first one, because it gets 
stronger, and does not keep silent. It is revealed, and as it is 
revealed, it is broken. NAMELY, all that is revealed and is not silent, 
is called 'broken rage'.
 

 

444. The fourth rage is at first a strong RAGE, and in the end it is 
broken. Therefore, it is in opposition to the last one. For that reason 
it is the most broken aspect of them all. Hence, they all pertain to the 
first grade.
 

 

445. AFTER EXPLAINING THE ASPECT OF THE HEAD OF THE 
OTHER SIDE, WHICH IS THE FIRST GRADE, HE NOW EXPLAINS THE 
SECOND GRADE, WHICH IS CHESED OF THE OTHER SIDE. HE 
SAYS: The second grade is a grade coming out of darkness OF THE 
HEAD. This grade is dark in color, AND THOUGH IT IS CHESED, AND 
A GRADE OF THE RIGHT, NEVERTHELESS IT IS ALSO DARK, for all 
THE SFIROT OF THE OTHER SIDE come from darkness. It is 
established in certain grades, and expands downward into certain 
colors.
 

 

446. Within this grade there are three hundred aspects separated 
from one another. IT IS THE RIGHT HAND, WHICH HAS THREE 
JOINTS, EACH CONSISTING OF A HUNDRED, ALTOGETHER THREE 
HUNDRED. And though they are different from each other, they 
strengthen and include one another. For that reason, all the grades 
of this side are known as harmful.
 

 

447. From here, all the fiends come out. They roam about the world 
and execute Judgment openly, upon secret deeds done in hiding in 
the dark. They roam in the world, and execute judgment upon them 
openly. For that reason, all those who hover about the world, who 
execute Judgment openly are against people, always ready TO TAKE 
REVENGE for all the hidden sins. And those called 'wrath' and 'fury' 
join them and execute judgment upon people. This is done in the 
world by the complainants we mentioned, OF THE SECOND GRADE.
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448. This grade is in darkness and fire, which form one secret. From 
this grade several strong grades are divided, standing under one of 
the aspects of the firmament called 'black color'. A third grade, 
GVURAH OF THE OTHER SIDE is a firmament spreading over all the 
grades that are red as a rose. These TWO GRADES, THE SECOND 
AND THE THIRD, are called 'the arms of this side', THE SECOND 
GRADE BEING THE RIGHT ARM, CHESED, AND THE THIRD GRADE 
BEING THE LEFT ARM, WHICH IS GVURAH.
 

 

449. Beneath these TWO ARMS, grades spread until they reach the 
black firmament; EVEN THOUGH THE GRADES OF THE LEFT ARM 
ARE RED, THEY ALSO SPREAD INTO THE BLACK FIRMAMENT, for 
those of the second grade, WHICH IS THE RIGHT ARM, go out of the 
black firmament and hover about the world. THEREFORE, THEY 
TAKE WITH THEM THE GRADES OF THE THIRD GRADE, WHICH IS 
THE LEFT ARM.
  

450. There are those of the right and those of the left. Those of the 
right, NAMELY, OF THE SECOND GRADE, are divided into three 
aspects, the three joints OF THE RIGHT ARM. And those of the left, 
THE THIRD GRADE, are divided into three aspects, the three other 
joints OF THE LEFT ARM.
 

 

451. The first joint OF THE RIGHT ARM is above, NAMELY, AT THE 
JOINT CONNECTED TO THE SHOULDER. Smoke darkened with rage 
is connected to it. This joint has three dark hues, different from each 
other, intermingled in each other. That joint is crooked, and does not 
expand, save at certain times. It is called 'wrath'.
 

 

452. That joint remains in rage, that does not abate, save when 
Yisrael offer sacrifices below. For at that time rage abates, and is 
subdued below, so it cannot have power to strengthen. When it is 
weakened, the other joint in the middle OF THE ARM cannot travel or 
conduct.
 

 

453. The second joint OF THE RIGHT ARM, is called 'ire'. This joint 
travels from place to place, leading all the other joints. The rest of 
the joints are led by it, and strengthened by it. This is the one that 
brings sorrow into the world, because when it is connected on 
another level, and embraces the female, all kinds of sorrow, 
hardship, and trouble descend into the world, for they cannot rule 
the one without the other, THE MALE WITHOUT THE FEMALE. And 
all the grades are given to the female OF THE OTHER SIDE so she 
may rule, and mislead the world. Unless they were riding on each 
other and connected with each other, they could not have ruled.
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454. Come and see: When Adam was in the Garden of Eden and was 
occupied in worshipping his Master, Samael went down with all the 
grades in him, and was riding on the evil serpent, HIS FEMALE, to 
deviate them. As the serpent underneath SAMAEL was subtle, and 
led astray and seduced people, as it is written, "For the lips of a 
strange woman drip honey, and her mouth is smoother than 
oil" (Mishlei 5:3), SO THE MALE gives power and THE FEMALE 
practices the art OF SEDUCTION AND INSTIGATION in the world, 
and they cannot rule the one without the other.
 

 

455. That is why when the middle joint OF THE ARM is united with 
the female, then Judgments and all sorts of hardships descend into 
the world. But when it is not strengthened, and does not travel, 
everything is broken and subjugated, and they cannot have sway. 
Hence, all is broken and subdued by the secret of the offering below, 
and one ascends, NAMELY MALCHUT OF HOLINESS, to be 
bedecked above, and be blessed by the highest depth, BINAH, that 
illuminates upon all faces.
 

 

456. The third joint OF THE RIGHT ARM is much stronger THAN THE 
REST. It is called 'trouble', because from it emerges the power to 
oppress and give trouble to men. The secret of these three joints is 
the verse, "wrath, and indignation, and trouble" (Tehilim 78:49). 
These are the three joints of the right ARM, WHICH IS THE SECOND 
GRADE.
 

 

457. When the three joints of the left ARM, WHICH ARE THE THIRD 
GRADE, get stronger together, then the left is called, "an embassy of 
evil messengers" (Ibid.). For from that left all those evil demons are 
sent below, and draw their strength. They come out of the lower 
side, as we said. All that COMES out of the second and the third 
grades, FOR THE SECOND GRADE IS THE RIGHT ARM AND THE 
THIRD GRADE IS THE LEFT ARM.
 

 

458. The fourth grade OF THE OTHER SIDE is within the 
crookedness of rage, fiery in color. It is called 'middle one', which is 
the body, TIFERET, that is between the two arms, CHESED AND 
GVURAH. There is a blazing FIRE here, glowing with a color red like 
a rose. From here comes out a force, going down to assault and 
shed blood, since this grade gives permission and ability down 
below IN THE WORLD to assault and shed blood. This grade is the 
source OF the female. This needs that, THE FEMALE NEEDS THE 
MALE, as the body needs a soul. And the soul practice its art only 
within the body. Therefore, all forces and every might emerge from 
here, FROM THIS GRADE, WHICH IS THE MALE, to attack and 
practice the art of inflicting harm, as a female that always receives 
from the male.
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459. In each and every grade, in each joint, there are chieftains, and 
battalions of fiends led by them. All those led by them are below IN 
THE WORLD. These are the armies of the female OF THE OTHER 
SIDE, all of whom have a certain grade above, by which they are led.
 

 

460. As there are on the supernal side of holiness certain chambers 
OF THE FEMALE, facing the supernal grades OF THE MALE, 
comprising each other, so below, opposite TO HOLINESS, there are 
in the Other Side grades OF THE MALE facing the chambers of the 
female, comprising each other.
 

 

461. In this grade, the fourth one, there are evil Judgments gone 
down to be delivered to these FIENDS, who execute evil and stark 
Judgment UPON THE WICKED. Here they suck their strength to 
attack and carry out the justice they execute. Therefore, all these 
grades are included within the lower chambers from the side of the 
female down below. Happy is the portion of the righteous, who stay 
away from this way, and follow the fear of the Holy One blessed be 
He, to be sanctified by the sanctity of their Master. They are happy in 
this world and in the World to Come.
 

 

462. The fifth grade is divided into two grades, right and left. They 
are called 'thighs', NAMELY, NETZACH AND HOD. They pursue and 
chase to harm, for here abides the power of pursuing of every illness 
and evil, which comes after the wicked. When this Judgment 
approaches, "the couriers went out in haste" (Ester 3:15). These 
couriers are below, hastening to cause harm. All these are called 
'pursuers', as it is written, "Our pursuers were swifter than the 
vultures in the sky" (Eichah 4:19).
 

 

463. This grade is divided into two sides, right and left. There are 
three joints on the right, and three joints on the left. FOR EACH LEG 
HAS THREE JOINTS, LIKE THE ARMS. The joints OF THE LEGS AND 
ARMS all face backward, because all the high and holy joints all face 
inward, towards the body, as it is written, "and all their hinder parts 
were inward" (I Melachim 7:25). And those of the Other Side face 
backward, FROM THE BODY OUT.
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464. HE ASKS: What is the difference between them, BETWEEN THE 
JOINTS OF HOLINESS AND THE JOINTS OF THE OTHER SIDE. HE 
ANSWERS: The supernal, holy joints are all in the secret of man, and 
since they are all in the secret of man, "all their hinder parts were 
inward." But the other joints OF THE OTHER SIDE, are, as we said, 
the ones in the middle, NAMELY, THE SECOND JOINT OF EACH, are 
all facing backward, in the secret of the beast. For that reason all 
their backs turn backward. This secret is as we explained, "Hashem, 
You preserve man and beast" (Tehilim 36:7). This one is of the side 
of man and that, of the side of the beast. Thus the offering rises in 
the aspect of man and beast.
 

 

465. The first joint, OF THE FEET OF THE OTHER SIDE, is of a hue 
dark in the mist. LIKE a cursed plant cannot grow underneath a 
stone which stands on it, SO IS THIS JOINT ready to harm the 
meritorious, who has merits but no ancestral merits to protect him. 
HE RESEMBLES THE PLANT GROWING UNDERNEATH A STONE, 
AND SO CANNOT GROW, FOR IT GROWS UNDER CURSE.
 

 

466. The other joints OF THE FEET OF THE OTHER SIDE chase the 
wicked who have strayed from the path earlier. They chase these 
and those recognized by a mark, for an angel, a holy messenger of 
the side of Gvurah, descends and marks all those worthy of 
punishment. This mark is seen above by the complainants, and 
when it is known to them, all those fit for disease are hit by disease, 
and those fit to be in pain and other blows, RECEIVE THEM. And 
they see everything in the mark.
 

 

467. These joints all face backward, and kick those who kick their 
Master, and those worthy of being kicked, save the righteous and the 
pious, who have ancestral merits. These are pursued by diseases, 
which are not governed BY THE JOINTS. No diseases are come upon 
them from that side.
 

 

468. You may ask, from where do these diseases that come upon 
them, come from? Come and see: It is written, "But it pleases 
Hashem to crush him by disease" (Yeshayah 53:10). "It pleases 
Hashem to crush him," meaning that He desires to strike him and 
cause him illnesses, to grant him merits in the World to Come. But 
they do not come from the Other Side. They are called 'sufferings of 
love'. It amounts to one weight unit of holiness.
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469. The sixth grade, YESOD OF THE OTHER SIDE, is called 
'foreskin' (Heb. orlah), because it sucks from this side. It is based on 
the secret of the piercing serpent, THE MALE, which suckles the 
slanted serpent, ITS FEMALE. All the other grades, holding to each 
other are called 'unripe orlah' (lit. 'fruit of a tree not above three 
years old'). All this pertains to the same principle.
 

 

470. Come and see: This is why the spirit of the side of the foreskin 
hovers above all the trees planted in the land of Yisrael, before they 
strike roots. It is therefore written, "then you shall reckon their fruit 
as uncircumcised, three years shall it be as uncircumcised to you, it 
shall not be eaten" (Vayikra 19:23). For the Holy One, blessed be He 
always loves Yisrael, and keeps them away from evil ways, and bad 
and defiling ways, so they may join the side of holiness. Happy are 
they in this world and in the World to Come.
 

 

 
 
45. The chambers of holiness 
Rabbi Shimon describes for us the chambers where praises to God are arranged, one of them is for words, and the is other according to the 
wordless desire and intention of the heart. The chambers are arranged for one purpose, and that is to unite above and below. He tells us that when 
Moses prayed for Yisrael he made his prayer long, for it is a prayer that ascends to Zeir Anpin, but when he prayed for his sister he made his prayer 
short, for it remains below. He said: "Heal her now, O El, I pray you," and did not need to pray further because he was the master of this level. Rabbi 
Shimon tells us that all the arrangements for the chambers were made to allow the Shechinah to live in the world. He then discusses Adam, and the 
delight that he had in living in the Garden of Eden where there were seven canopies for his pleasure. He speaks of the supernal beauty that Adam 
could see and that refer to the seven firmaments above and below. Rabbi Shimon says to Adam that he was given both the seven supernal holy 
canopies that are the secret of Chassadim and the seven lower firmaments of Malchut, and that God gave him everything for his completion. He had 
all these things until he was driven out of the garden by being drawn to unholy desires called 'poison of asps'. After this Abraham came and 
repaired the world by rejoining the firmaments above and the firmaments below. We are told that the lower firmaments of Malchut are chambers for 
the upper firmaments of Zeir Anpin.

471. Rabbi Shimon said: We learned of the chambers, where praises 
to the Holy One, blessed be He are arranged, the one by words, 
another composed of will. For there is the arrangement of words, 
and there is an arrangement according to desire and the meditation 
of the heart, with which to know and look toward the Endless World, 
where all desires and thoughts are put, but no words at all. As it is 
concealed, so are all matters concealed.
 

 

472. Come and see: What we explained about all the chambers, all 
these arrangements are for one purpose, namely, to include the 
lower chambers within the upper chambers.
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473. But Come and see: When Moses arranged his prayer for the 
sake of Yisrael, he made this prayer long, for it is a prayer abiding 
above, IN ZEIR ANPIN, and when he composed a short prayer, IN 
PRAYING for his sister, he did not lengthen it, because it abides 
below, IN MALCHUT, as it is written, "Heal her now, O El, I pray 
You" (Bemidbar 12:13). He did not pray further, since he is the 
master of the house, WHICH IS MALCHUT CALLED 'HOUSE', AND 
MOSES WAS A CHARIOT OF ZEIR ANPIN, HER MASTER. He 
therefore commanded the house properly, and did not prolong his 
prayer. All the arrangements CONCERNING THE CHAMBERS were 
made to allow the Shechinah to dwell in the world, as we already 
expounded upon in relation to the said chambers.
 

 

474. Rabbi Shimon stood up and said: Happy is your portion, Adam, 
chosen of all the creatures in the world, for the Holy One, blessed be 
He raised you above all, put you in the Garden of Eden, and prepared 
seven canopies for your pleasure, to delight in the supernal beauty, 
as it is said: "to behold the beauty of Hashem, and to inquire in His 
temple" (Tehilim 27:4). "To behold the beauty of Hashem" above IN 
ZEIR ANPIN, "and to inquire in His temple" below IN MALCHUT. HE 
FURTHER EXPLAINS: "To behold the beauty of Hashem" refers to 
the seven firmaments above OF ZEIR ANPIN, and "to inquire in His 
temple" refers to the seven firmaments below, IN MALCHUT. The 
ones correspond to the others.
 

 

475. You stood within all THE SEVEN FIRMAMENTS OF ZEIR ANPIN 
AND THE SEVEN OF MALCHUT, in the Garden of Eden. The seven 
supernal holy canopies, NAMELY, THE SEVEN FIRMAMENTS OF 
ZEIR ANPIN stood above you for your adornment, FOR THEY ARE 
THE SECRET OF CHASSADIM. You stood within the lower seven 
FIRMAMENTS, OF MALCHUT, to take pleasure in, FOR THEY ARE 
THE SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH CALLED 
'PLEASURE'. And your Master gave you all for your perfection, 
NAMELY, BOTH BY CHASSADIM AND BY CHOCHMAH.
 

 

476. Until your legs were tempted to follow the counsel of the evil 
serpent, and you were driven out of the Garden of Eden, thus 
bringing death to you and to the whole world, by leaving all the 
delicacies of above and below. You were drawn to unholy desires 
called, "poison of asps" (Iyov 20:16), to which the body was drawn 
and not the spirit, as it is said, "and cruel venom of asps" (Devarim 
32:33), THAT IS CRUEL TO THE SPIRIT, AND ALSO "their clusters 
are bitter" (Ibid. 32). Then came Abraham the pious, and started to 
amend the world, and entered the holy Faith, fixing above and below, 
in the firmaments above, and in the firmaments below.
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477. The lower firmaments OF MALCHUT are chambers for the upper 
firmaments OF ZEIR ANPIN, to be united and joined together, as we 
explained elsewhere in relation to the chambers. And though we 
explained it there in a general way, it behooves us to explain here in 
detail, and fix the unison properly, so the friends will not be misled, 
but walk the right way, as it is written, "for the ways of Hashem are 
right, and the just do walk in them..." (Hoshea 14:10).
 

 

 
 
46. The chamber of a sapphire stone - Yesod 
Rabbi Shimon tells us that the first chamber marks the beginning of the faith and is the light of wisdom or 'sight'. Although it is the first or lowest of 
the grades of holiness it is also the last of the descending grades of the Other Side. Therefore when Hosea looked into it he saw the levels of 
defilement, and we are told that people should not enter these chambers of defilement so that they won't be drawn to them. Hosea looked into the 
chamber because he wanted to know why Yisrael left the secret of the faith, he wanted to know what the defilement was like that they were always 
drawn to, and he saw these things in the first chamber. This chamber is the start of all the grades of ascent, and it is governed by a chieftain called 
Tahariel. He and his other chieftains guard the gate that each soul has to pass through after death. If the soul is not good enough to enter, another 
chieftain of the Other Side is summoned and the soul is moved to the chambers of defilement from where it is taken to Gehenom and judged for 
twelve months. Tahariel also decides that prayers are worthy to be passed upward through his gate. If a public prayer comes along he opens the 
gate and brings it in. If it is a solitary prayer he opens the door and lets it in if it is good enough for the Holy King, but if it is unworthy he pushes it 
out and it goes back down to the lowest of the firmaments below. Here a chieftain called Sahadiel keeps all the rejected prayers until the person 
repents. When he repents and prays a better prayer Sahadiel takes the unfit prayer and elevates it to meet the good one, then they both rise to stand 
before the Holy King. We hear about the 'gate of tears', and Rabbi Shimon talks about the Holy Spirit named Staturiyah who rejoins male souls with 
female souls in the seventh chamber above. Similarly a spirit named Adiriyah Snugiya rejoins female souls with male souls. After describing the 
marriage of the souls Rabbi Shimon describes the wheels and the living creatures and the flash of lightning. We hear how Sandalfon takes the 
finished prayers of the people of Yisrael and brings them up to their Master. The words of the rising prayers and the words of the Torah rise up to 
the place in the firmament where the stars and constellations and sun and moon are, and this place is called 'the book of remembrance'. We are told 
more about the wheels and pillars and the secret of the letters of the name Adonai. The name Ya'ahadonahi is shown to comprise two spirits, Yud 
Hei Vav Hei and Adonai, and to cause the unification of everything, so that "they have all one spirit."

478. The first chamber, NAMELY, YESOD AND MALCHUT, IS THE 
FIRST FROM BELOW UPWARD. It marks the beginning of the Faith, 
NAMELY, THIS CHAMBER IS MALCHUT OF THE CHAMBERS 
CALLED 'FAITH'. It is the start of the secret of the Faith, NAMELY, 
OF THE MYSTERY OF MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, and is of the grade of 
sight within Faith, NAMELY, THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH IN 
IT IS CALLED 'SIGHT'. The true prophets used to look from within 
the mirror, which does not shine, MALCHUT, for that CHAMBER is 
the beginning of the Faith, MALCHUT OF ATZILUT. It is written, 
"When Hashem spoke at first with Hosea" (Hoshea 1:2), for he 
looked from this grade, NAMELY, THE FIRST CHAMBER, the 
beginning of all the ascending grades, and the end of all the 
descending grades OF THE OTHER SIDE.
 

 

479. Since Hosea saw, in this beginning, NAMELY, OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF DEFILEMENT, the end of all the grades, he had to 
take "a wife of harlotry" (Hoshea 1:2). This is because Yisrael were 
tempted and drawn away FROM THE FIRST CHAMBER downward to 
the place called "a wife of harlotry," MALCHUT OF DEFILEMENT, by 
leaving behind, instead of joining, the "woman of worth" (Mishlei 
31:10), MALCHUT OF HOLINESS. From there he saw all the 
chambers on the side of defilement.
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480. The chambers of defilement defile whoever clings to them. 
Hence, SINCE HOSEA HAD TO LOOK AT THE CHAMBERS OF 
DEFILEMENT, it is written, "take to you a wife of harlotry..." IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND why a true prophet should need that. 
But a man should not enter these chambers OF DEFILEMENT, lest 
he be drawn to them, as was Noah, as it is written, "and he drank of 
the wine, and was drunk, and he was uncovered within his 
tent" (Beresheet 9:21), MEANING THAT HE CLUNG TO THE OTHER 
SIDE, WHICH IS THE INTOXICATING WINE.
 

 

481. Hosea was afraid to look at the chambers, where Yisrael clung 
to, to be defiled, IN FEAR of being drawn after them, as it is written 
of Noah "and he drank of the wine, and was drunk: and he was 
uncovered." Then He said to him "take to you a wife of harlotry, and 
children of harlotry," THE WIFE OF HARLOTRY BEING MALCHUT OF 
THE OTHER SIDE, AND THE CHILDREN OF HARLOTRY HER 
GRADES. It is also written, "So he went and took Gomer the 
daughter of Divlayim" (Hoshea 1:3), to know what Yisrael clung to 
and were defiled with and why they left the secret of the Faith, 
MALCHUT OF HOLINESS, for a strange El, MALCHUT OF 
DEFILEMENT. And he saw THIS within the first chamber, the opening 
of all the grades. THEREFORE, IT IS SAID OF HER "SIN CROUCHES 
AT THE DOOR" (BERESHEET 4:7), FOR AT THE VERY OPENING OF 
THIS CHAMBER, THE OTHER SIDE CROUCHES, WHICH IS A WIFE 
OF HARLOTRY. AND THE CHIEFTAIN OF THE OTHER SIDE IS 
STANDING AT THE GATE.
 

 

482. This chamber is the start for all who ascend the grades. It is a 
compartment within the light, to be adorned with its grades, through 
which to look at the supernal grades, as it is written, "and they saw 
the Elohim of Yisrael" (Shemot 24:10). BECAUSE THIS CHAMBER IS 
AN ASPECT OF MALCHUT, SIGHT PERTAINS TO IT, FOR SIGHT IS 
ONLY IN MALCHUT.
 

 

483. There is a chieftain appointed over this chamber, by the name of 
Tahariel. He stands at the gate of the chamber, and all the souls, 
AFTER PASSING FROM THIS WORLD, mount AND WISH TO ENTER 
THIS FIRST CHAMBER. This chieftain stands at the gate, together 
with other chieftains, they are wholly ablaze with fire, with scepters 
of fire in their hand, all eyed. FOR THERE IS SIGHT IN THIS 
CHAMBER, IN THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH CALLED 'EYES', SINCE 
CHOCHMAH IS REVEALED ONLY WHEN JUDGMENT IS IN THE 
OPEN. THEREFORE, THEY ARE OF BLAZING FIRE... This chieftain 
stands on this side, and if the soul, AFTER PASSING FROM THIS 
WORLD, has the merit to enter, he opens the gate and THE SOUL 
enters.
  

484. And if the soul has not the merit to enter, BECAUSE IT SINNED 
IN THIS WORLD, then another chieftain OF THE OTHER SIDE 
standing at another side, is summoned, together with thousands and 
myriad of guardians of law and accusers. The other, holy chieftain, 
pushes it and the other of the side of defilement receives it, and puts 
it in the chambers of defilement. All the guardians of law and 
accusers hold it, and bring it down to Gehenom, where it is judged 
for twelve months. This is the place of correction of the Other Side, a 
court to judge the wicked.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (109 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:50



1

485. In the same manner is the holy chieftain that stands at the 
entrance. When all the prayers that cleave airs and firmaments come 
before the King. If this is a public prayer he opens the gate and 
brings it in, WHERE IT WAITS until all the prayers in the world 
become a crown on the head of the righteous who lives forever, 
YESOD, as we already explained.
 

 

486. If the prayer is solitary, it rises until it reaches the entrance of 
this chamber, where the chieftain stands. If it is good enough to be 
presented before the Holy King, he immediately opens the door and 
lets it in. If it is not worthy, he pushes it out, and it goes down and 
hovers about the world, standing at the lowest of the firmaments in 
the world below, where there is a chieftain by the name of Sahadiel, 
in charge over that firmament. He takes all the rejected prayers, 
called 'unfit prayers', and stores them until that person repents.
 

 

487. If he properly repents before his Master, and prays another, 
good prayer then when the good one rises, the chieftain Sahadiel 
take the UNFIT prayer and elevates it, until it meets the good prayer 
and they both rise and intermingle and come before the Holy King.
 

 

488. Sometimes the prayer is rejected because that man is drawn to 
the Other Side, where he is defiled. The chieftain of the defiled Other 
Side takes the prayer, and the defiled Other Side mentions the sins 
of that man before the Holy One, blessed be He and accuses him 
above. Therefore, all the prayers and the ascending souls, all stand 
in front of the FIRST chamber, where the chieftain stands at the gate 
to show them in or reject them.
 

 

489. Above this gate OF THE CHAMBER, there is another opening 
dug by the Holy One, blessed be He. It is opened three times a day, 
NAMELY, THE THREE COLUMNS SHINE IN IT. It is never closed, but 
stands OPEN for those who repent and shed tears in their prayers 
before their Master. All the gates and openings are closed, until 
given permission, save the gates called 'the gates of tears', THAT DO 
NOT NEED PERMISSION TO BE OPENED.
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490. When the tearful prayer rises through these gates, a wheel 
chances, NAMELY, AN ANGEL OF THE ASPECT OF MALCHUT 
CALLED 'WHEEL', standing on six hundred large living creatures, 
called 'Rachamiel'. He takes the tearful prayer, the prayer enters to 
be united above, and the tears stay, engraved upon the opening DUG 
BY THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE.
 

 

491. There are other tears, forever engraved upon the supernal 
Chariots, and they are not wiped. These are the tears shed above 
and below when the Temple was destroyed, as it is written, "Behold, 
the mighty ones shall cry outside: ambassadors of peace shall weep 
bitterly" (Yeshayah 33:7). And those are the tears shed for the 
righteous and meritorious who pass from this world. They are all 
taken by these Chariots to be mingled with the tears shed for the 
destruction of the Temple. Therefore it is written, IN THE FUTURE 
TENSE, "and Hashem Elohim will wipe away tears from off all 
faces" (Yeshayah 25:8). What are "all faces"? they are the holy 
supernal Chariots. Then "the insult of His people shall He take away 
from off all the earth: for Hashem has spoken it" (Ibid.). THIS WILL 
HAPPEN AT THE END OF THE CORRECTION.
 

 

492. In this chamber there is one spirit called 'Situt'riyah', looking 
like a sapphire glittering on all sides. It is facing both sides, 
ILLUMINATING RIGHT AND LEFT. From them spreads a glow, like 
that of a candle, as we explained. IT SHINES upon several sides, 
NAMELY, FOUR SIDES. Some colors are blazing from this LIGHT of 
the right side.
 

 

493. When the upper firmament, the river that goes and flows from 
Eden, YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, brings out souls to take them to the 
seventh chamber above, BINAH OF THE CHAMBERS, this seventh 
chamber receives them. When the holy souls go out of the seventh 
chamber, they descend until they reach this FIRST chamber, where 
this holy spirit named Situt'riyah of the right, takes them. And all the 
male souls, destined to flourish and be clothed by male righteous, 
WHICH ARE OF the right, are taken BY THAT SPIRIT, and detained 
until they are comprised with female souls.
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494. From this spirit, CALLED 'SITUT'RIYAH', another spirit issues, 
of the left, which is seen FIRST BY ITSELF, then concealed, included 
within the first spirit, so they become one, comprising each other. 
The other spirit is called 'Adiriyah Sanug'ya'. This is a spirit of the 
left side. Its business is TO RECEIVE FEMALE SOULS, when the 
seventh chamber yearns to cling to the river that is drawn and goes 
out, WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN OF ATZILUT. This desire that 
mounts from below upwards, produces souls according to its 
pleasure, and they are female. SINCE THIS SPIRIT IS OF GVURAH 
AND THE LEFT COLUMN, IT IS CALLED 'ADIRIYAH' (FROM HEB. 
ADIR, LIT. 'GREAT'), FOR HE IS IMMENSE.
 

 

495. When the desire of that river, YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, descends 
and joins from above downward, it creates male souls. The desire 
OF YESOD above creates male souls, and below, IN MALCHUT, IN 
WHICH THE SEVENTH CHAMBER IS INCLUDED, it creates female 
souls.
  

496. When the female souls depart from the seventh chamber, they 
descend until they reach the spirit of the left called 'Adiriyah'. It is 
ALSO called "sapphire stone" (Shemot 24:10). FOR THE FIRST 
SPIRIT, SITUT'RIYAH, IS CALLED 'SAPPHIRE' AND THE SPIRIT OF 
THE LEFT IS CALLED "SAPPHIRE STONE," as we explained in other 
ways THE SECRET MEANING OF THE VERSE, "AND THERE WAS 
UNDER HIS FEET A KIND OF PAVED WORK OF A SAPPHIRE 
STONE" (IBID.).
 

 

497. Once the female souls reach that spirit, ADIRIYAH, he takes 
them and they remain there. Then the spirit of the left is included 
within the spirit of the right, and the souls are completed, male and 
female together, and soar from this chamber, to be again divided 
within people, WHEN THEY COME TO BE CLOTHED, each according 
to their disposition, A MALE SOUL WOULD BE CLOTHED BY A 
MALE, AND A FEMALE SOUL BY A FEMALE. Then they GET 
MARRIED AND come together.
 

 

498. When the spirit of the left comes to be included within the spirit 
of the right, they strike each other to be included, and sparks spread 
on all sides. Wheels are made from the sparks coming from the spirit 
of the left, as it is written, "the appearance of the wheels and their 
work was like the color of an emerald" (Yechezkel 1:16). These are 
the wheels, which blaze in the fire, singing.
 

 

499. Once they were perfumed, a spirit by its fellow spirit, LEFT AND 
RIGHT, they were included together. Then one light was born and 
came out, went up and down, and settled upon the four rows of the 
wheels. It is the one living creature controlling them, ABOUT WHICH 
WAS SAID: "THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING CREATURE WAS IN THE 
WHEELS" (IBID. 20). It is called "a flash of lightning" (Ibid. 14). This 
flash of lightning illuminates as a gleaming light of a flame, and rules 
over the wheels.
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500. From THE FLASH OF LIGHTNING one firmament expanded, 
standing upon two pillars. These two pillars are two Cherubs, 
METATRON AND SANDALFON, the one on this side and the other on 
that side, with a firmament above their heads, as it is written, "Then I 
looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was above the head of the 
Cherubs" (Yechezkel 10:1). This is not the firmament above the 
heads of the living creatures. And the flash of lightning is in charge 
over THE FIRMAMENT and the high spirit SITUT'RIYAH, included IN 
ADIRIYAH, in charge over all.
 

 

501. All the first prayers, before the rest of Yisrael finished theirs, 
wait in that firmament, and this flash, the ruler of this firmament, 
prepares them. Then comes the great minister Sandalfon, the high 
spirit and ruler over all, and when Yisrael finished saying their 
prayers, he takes them from this firmament, rises with them and ties 
them as knots to their Master, as we explained.
 

 

502. This flash counts all the rising prayers, and the words of the 
Torah bedecked at night, when the spirit of the north awakens at the 
middle of the night. Whoever is occupied in the Torah at that time, 
his studies rise, and this flash takes them and puts them in the 
firmament until daybreak.
 

 

503. When the day breaks, the words rise and dwell in the place at 
the firmament where the stars and constellations, sun and moon 
abide. THIS IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, BY WHICH NAME ITS 
GRADES ARE CALLED. This is called 'the book of remembrance', as 
it is written, "and a book of remembrance was written before 
Him" (Malachi 3:16), BOOK BEING MALCHUT AND REMEMBRANCE 
YESOD. IT IS WRITTEN, "before Him" because He wrote the book of 
remembrance by one knot, NAMELY BY UNITY FACE TO FACE.
  

504. The four wheels are traveling upon twelve pillars, AS FOR EACH 
WHEEL THERE ARE FOUR WHEELS, AND EACH WHEEL IS ON 
THREE STRUTS. The four WHEELS ARE, Ahaniel, K'dumiel, Malkiel, 
Ya'ahadonahi, Yehadoniyah, who have the keys of the Holy Name in 
their hands.
 

 

505. These four are included in the secret of the letters of THE NAME 
Adonai, which Sandalfon, the owner of the Chariots, uses. These 
four letters soar in the air, which includes the letters of the Holy 
Name Yud Hei Vav Hei FULLY SPELLED WITH ALEPH'S Yud-Vav-
Dalet, Hei-Aleph, Vav-Aleph- Vav, Hei-Aleph. That air comprises THE 
FOUR LETTERS ADONAI, and they are included within one another, 
ADONAI IN YUD HEI VAV HEI. The four letters OF YUD HEI VAV HEI 
take THE FOUR OF ADONAI, in the secret of that flash of lightning.
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506. These four LETTERS OF ADONAI enter the four LETTERS OF 
YUD HEI VAV HEI, the ones within the others, as it is written, "the 
loops opposite one another" (Shemot 26:5), as was explained. It is 
the mystery of combining them and interlacing them together, 
according to the secret of that spirit, FLASH, which includes the 
secret of the Holy Name FROM BOTH, FOR IT COMES FROM THE 
SPIRIT ADIRIYAH, THE SECRET OF ADONAI, JOINED BY THE SPIRIT 
SITUT'RIYAH, THE SECRET OF YUD HEI VAV HEI. THEREFORE, it 
includes the name ADONAI in the name YUD HEI VAV HEI.
 

 

507. Everything in this chamber is conducted and travels by the 
spirits, in the secret of the Holy Name, which rules over all. Within 
this chamber is THE HOLY NAME Ya'ahadonahi, comprising the two 
names, YUD HEI VAV HEI ADONAI INTERLACED, since it is a spirit 
within spirit, AS THERE ARE TWO RULING SPIRITS, SITUT'RIYAH, 
WHICH IS MALE, AND ADIRIYAH, WHICH IS FEMALE. THE NAME 
YUD HEI VAV HEI IS OF THE SIDE OF THE MALE SPIRIT, AND THE 
NAME ADONAI IS OF THE SIDE OF THE FEMALE. Since the name 
YA'AHADONAHI comprises THE TWO SPIRITS, in the secret of spirit 
in spirit, that are including each other, and shining within one 
another; then everything illuminates, and the light goes up and 
down, as the light of the sun upon the water.
  

508. When this spirit travels, NAMELY, SITUT'RIYAH, WHO IS 
INCLUDED IN ADIRIYAH, everything travels because of it, as it is 
written, "wherever the spirit was minded to go, they went; they 
turned not when they went" (Yechezkel 1:12). And when the spirit 
illuminates with the light of the name, YA'AHADONAHI, all 
intermingle and bind as one to mount above in the mystery of this 
Holy Name.
 

 

509. In the middle of this chamber stands one pillar, fastened from 
this chamber to the second, UPPER chamber. Through this PILLAR 
mounts the lower spirit to the upper spirit OF THE SECOND 
CHAMBER, so the spirits may be united. Also THROUGH THIS 
PILLAR IT GOES UP to the spirit that is above them all, IN THE 
SEVENTH CHAMBER, FOR IN EACH CHAMBER, THIS PILLAR IS IN 
THE MIDDLE, so that all may become one spirit, as it is written, "they 
have all one spirit" (Kohelet 3:19).
  

510. The pillar in the middle is called 'Adrahaniel'. It has the keys of 
the Holy Name in its hands, and when the prayers mount and reach 
that pillar, all that are in that chamber travel to the second chamber, 
to join each other, all in one secret, to be united above and below 
together, so the Holy Name will be complete as it should.
 

 

 
 
47. The chamber of the very heaven - Hod 
Rabbi Shimon tells us that the second chamber is more hidden than the first, but that it also pertains to faith. He says the chieftain in charge of this 
chamber is Urfaniel, and that he deals with all the souls who were executed or killed by other nations. We are told about the 'cup of consolation' and 
the 'cup of bitterness'. This second chamber is called 'chamber of splendor' and it is lit from above and below. We are told that all the cherubim 
come from Hadarniel, the spirit of the left. Next we hear that in this second chamber is a chieftain called Tzidkiel who is appointed over the 
garments, and when the souls of the righteous ascend he takes them to the river of fire. After their cleansing Tzidkiel clothes the righteous souls 
with their garments and brings them to the Angel Michael as sacrifice to Atik Yomim. Rabbi Shimon says that by the mating of Urfaniel and 
Hadarniel all the other rulers appointed over the world were created. These are the six winged Seraphim. We also learn of an living creature that 
rules over the Seraphim, he is called Yofiel, and has all the keys of Wisdom. He rewards all people who pursue Wisdom. Rabbi Shimon tells us of 
pillars that are in charge of singing and pillars that are in charge of chanting. He explains that it is from the second chamber that prophets who 
achieve their wisdom through visions or through dreams draw their inspiration, but Moses drew his prophecies from a higher level.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (114 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:50



1

511. The second chamber pertains to the secret of the Faith, so as to 
be united within the mystery above. This chamber is more recondite 
and concealed than the first. There are three openings to this 
chamber, and one chieftain in charge over them, named Urfaniel, 
DERIVED FROM 'THE LIGHT (HEB. OR) OF THE FACE (HEB. 
PANIM)', BECAUSE HE STANDS ON THE EAST SIDE CALLED 
'FACE'. This chieftain rules over the three directions south, north 
and east - south on this side, RIGHT, CHESED; north on that side, 
LEFT, GVURAH; and east in the middle, THE SECRET OF TIFERET, 
THE MEDIATING COLUMN.
 

 

512. Of the three openings to the three Columns, the two are closed, 
and THE OPENING in the middle is open, in the secret of the verse, 
"as it were the very heaven for clearness" (Shemot 24:10), 
REFERRING TO THE SECRET OF THE OPEN GATE IN THE MIDDLE, 
TIFERET, CALLED 'HEAVEN'. The chieftain URFANIEL stands at the 
open gate, TO THE EAST. Under him there are two other chieftains, 
in charge over the other two closed openings, OF THE SOUTH AND 
NORTH.
  

513. All the souls executed by court order or killed by other nations, 
are all numbered by THE THREE CHIEFTAINS, and the chief above 
them engraves their forms upon his garments of burning fire. He 
raises them above, and shows them to his Master. THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE then takes them, and engraves those killed by 
other nations on His garments.
 

 

514. Those executed by court order are lowered by the chieftain and 
put behind the two closed gates, where two other chiefs stand. From 
there THE SOULS see the glory of those who kept the Torah and His 
precepts. They are ashamed of themselves and get burned by their 
canopies. Then the chieftain in charge opens the east gate before 
them, lights their way, and gives them life starting at the east gate. In 
his hand there is a cup of life, full of lights, called 'the cup of 
consolation', the cup of life. It is because they drank first of another 
cup, OF DEATH, FOR THEY WERE KILLED, that they now deserve 
this one.
 

 

515. In the same manner, there is, in the chamber of defilement of 
the Other Side, another chieftain, with a cup in his hands called 'a 
cup of bitterness', a cup of His fury. We learned that there is wine 
and wine. Here also, there is a cup and a cup. Of all, some is for the 
better and some for worse. HE EXPLAINS: Wine is for the better, as it 
is written, "and wine that makes glad the hearts of men" (Tehilim 
104:15), and there is wine for the worse, as it is written, "a cup, with 
foaming wine; it is full of mixture" (Tehilim 75:9). A good cup is as it 
is written, "I will raise a cup of salvation" (Tehilim 116:13). An evil 
cup is as it is written, "the cup of His fury...the cup of 
bitterness" (Yeshayah 51:17).
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516. As there are on the side of holiness chambers and chieftains, all 
for the good, holy spirits and holy aspects, so there are on the side 
of defilement, chambers and chieftains all for the evil, spirits of 
defilement in charge, and all aspects of unholiness. These are 
against those, like the Good Inclination and the Evil Inclination, all 
part of one mystery.
 

 

517. This chamber is called 'chamber of splendor', since in it there is 
a spirit called 'Urfaniel', a never changing splendor, ILLUMINATING 
CONSTANTLY ONLY WITH THE WHITE LIGHT IN IT, WHICH IS 
CHESED. It stands within the concealed light shining from above, 
FROM THE THIRD CHAMBER, and within the light illuminating from 
below, COMING FROM THE SPIRIT OF THE FIRST CHAMBER THAT 
ASCENDED HERE. And when the light of below OF THE FIRST 
CHAMBER, strikes the upper light HERE, then this spirit shines as 
sight in the eyes. And when it rolls, it spreads a glowing light, full of 
splendor. Therefore, this chamber is called 'splendor'.
 

 

518. The spirit called 'Urfaniel' shines upon this chamber and upon 
the first chamber, as the spirit of the first chamber illuminates 
openly, from the spirit HERE that is concealed. Therefore, this spirit 
travels up and down, in the secret of the verse, "your rounded thighs 
are like jewels" (Shir Hashirim 7:2), FOR THIS IS THE CHAMBER OF 
HOD, AND NETZACH AND HOD ARE CALLED 'THIGHS'. SINCE THE 
LIGHT IS CONCEALED, IT IS CALLED 'ROUNDED' (HEB. 
CHAMUKEI), HINTING AT CONCEALMENT, LIKE IN THE VERSE, 
"BUT MY BELOVED HAD TURNED AWAY (HEB. CHAMAK) AND WAS 
GONE" (SHIR HASHIRIM 5:6). "Rounded (thighs)" IS IN THE 
PLURAL, because there is another spirit here, on the left side, who 
came out OF URFANIEL, and joined him. Therefore it is written, 
"rounded thighs," referring to the two. The spirit of the left is called 
'Hadarniel', FROM HOD AND HADAR (ENG. 'MAJESTY'). They are 
included and joined together, being "the very heaven" (Shemot 
24:10) comprising fire and water, NAMELY, THE TWO SPIRITS, 
RIGHT AND LEFT. RIGHT IS WATER AND LEFT IS FIRE.
  

519. It is written, "As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud 
in the day of rain..." (Yechezkel 1:28). The first spirit, Urfaniel, is 
concealed both above and below, shining. It is "something like the 
color of electrum" (Ibid. 27), NOT EXACTLY ELECTRUM (HEB. 
CHASHMAL), THE SECRET OF 'CHAYOT ESH MEMALELOT' (LIT. 
'MOTTERING FIERY LIVING CREATURES') BECAUSE IT CANNOT BE 
UTTERED, THE SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH. 
But sometimes it is electrum, WHEN IT COMPRISES HADARNIEL, 
from which come all the Seraphim. FOR ELECTRUM (HEB. 
CHASHMAL) COMPRISES THE LETTERS "Cha-yot e-sh me-mal-et"; 
ALSO the living creatures exist and exist not, MEANING THAT THEY 
SOMETIMES TALK AND SOMETIMES ARE QUIET. Therefore it is 
electrum.
 

 

520. Through Urfaniel, life is made known to the world. When the 
world is acquitted, this spirit shines, and there are life and joy, for 
with acquittal, the Judgments ARE ANNULLED AND shine. Then this 
spirit shines, as seen by the verse, "In the light of the king's 
countenance (Heb. or pnei) is life" (Mishlei 16:15), ALLUDING TO 
THE LETTERS OF URFANIEL.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (116 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:50



1

521. When the world is condemned, the unholy Other Side has sway 
and rules. The spirit URFANIEL is stored and darkened, and the 
whole world is sentenced, under Judgment. All depends upon this 
spirit, as seen in the verse, "and his knees smote one against the 
other" (Daniel 5:6), FOR FEAR OF JUDGMENT IS FELT IN THE 
KNEES, THE SECRET OF NETZACH AND HOD, AND THIS CHAMBER 
IS THE CHAMBER OF HOD.
 

 

522. Here are found all the garments of the souls of the righteous, 
who rise to be presented before their Master, and stand before Him. 
When the soul ascends and reaches this chamber, a chieftain 
comes, appointed over these garments. His name is Tzidkiel, FROM 
JUSTICE (HEB. TZEDEK). For when a man abides by the precepts of 
the Torah in this world, as he labored, AND STROVE TO ABIDE BY 
THEM, a garment is prepared for him accordingly in this chamber, 
for him to wear in that world.
 

 

523. When the soul mounts, that chieftain takes its garment and 
walks with it, until they reach the river of fire, where the soul has to 
bathe and be cleansed. Sometimes it drowns and get burned, and 
does not rise all day until morning, when the spirit of the south is 
awakened. They all become renewed then and sing, and chant like 
the angels, who lost their power, were burnt and then regenerated, 
and they chant. So do these souls.
 

 

524. If the soul has the merit to ascend, the chieftain Tzidkiel takes it, 
and clothes it with that garment. It is prepared by it and offered as 
sacrifice by THE ANGEL Michael the priest, to stand always before 
Atik Yomin. Happy is the portion of that soul who merits this.
 

 

525. The spirit Urfaniel is in charge over the whole process, and 
rules over this chamber. From this unity of spirit within spirit, 
URFANIEL AND HADARNIEL, by their striking each other to become 
united, NAMELY, THEIR JOINING, were created all the other rulers, 
appointed over the world. These are the six winged Seraphim who 
sanctify their Master three times a day. It is they who are strict with 
the righteous to a hairbreadth. It is they who punish in this world and 
in the World to Come, those who slight a man from whom they 
learned even one thing of the Torah, and treat him with disrespect, 
and those who make use of a person who learned the six orders of 
the Mishnah, and studied them for the purpose of declaring the unity 
of their Master.
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526. When they are settled a spirit within spirit, URFANIEL WITH 
HADARNIEL, and illuminate together, there emerges from that light a 
living creature that rules over the Seraphim, beneath which there are 
four eagle-faced LIVING CREATURES. The living creature's name is 
Yofiel, who is familiar with all the mysteries of Wisdom, and has all 
the keys of Wisdom.
 

 

527. This living creature claims reward from the Holy One, blessed 
be He, to give to all who go after the initiated in Wisdom, and after 
any man, to learn Wisdom and know their Master. This reward is for 
people who pursue Wisdom to know their Master.
 

 

528. When a man passes away from this world, this living creature 
goes out riding on four flying Seraphim, and they fly before that 
person. It does not let the accusers who seek justice approach him. 
Many are the messengers of peace around him. And when the 
Seraphim travel and are seen, all the fiery serpents, who came out of 
the serpent which brought death to the world, are subjugated.
 

 

529. This holy living creature stands ready, and when the soul rises 
and reaches it, it asks THE SOUL the secret of its Master's Wisdom. 
It is given its due according to the Wisdom it pursued and acquired. 
If THAT PERSON could have gained Wisdom but did not, the soul is 
rejected outside. It does not enter, but stands under that chamber in 
shame. When the Seraphim under THE LIVING CREATURE raise 
their wings, and flap them, they burn THE SOUL. It burns and burns 
not, exists and exists not, shines and shines not. So it is sentenced 
each day.
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530. Though it has done good deeds, IT IS REJECTED OUTSIDE. For 
there is no greater reward in that world, as for those who strove after 
wisdom, to behold the glory of their Master. There is no limit to the 
reward for the initiated in the Wisdom of beholding the glory of their 
Master. Happy are they in this world and in the World to Come, as it 
is written, "Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who 
gets understanding" (Mishlei 3:15).
 

 

531. The spirit URFANIEL rules over everything, and everything is 
included in him, and looks at him. The living creature YOFIEL rules 
over four other living creatures, with four wheels to each. One wheel 
faces east, one wheel faces north, one wheel faces south, and one 
wheel faces west. Each WHEEL has three struts. The wheel to the 
east, TIFERET, is called 'Chaniel', DERIVED FROM GRACE (HEB. 
CHEN). The wheel to the north, GVURAH, is called 'Karshiel', 
DERIVED FROM CONGELATION (HEB. KRISHAH), BECAUSE THE 
LIGHTS ON THE LEFT SIDE ARE CONGEALED, NAMELY, FROZEN. 
The wheel to the south, CHESED, is called 'Azriel', DERIVED FROM 
HELP (HEB. EZRA). The wheel to the west, MALCHUT, is called 
'Aniel', FROM POOR (HEB. ANI), FOR MALCHUT HAS NOTHING OF 
ITS OWN, AND IS THEREFORE POOR. The three pillars in each 
WHEEL are facing the middle, TIFERET, since they are carried by the 
middle one and they travel with it, FOR WITHOUT IT THEY WOULD 
BE DARKENED WITHOUT LIGHT.
 

 

532. The ones standing in the middle, THE SECRET OF TIFERET, are 
in charge of singing. Those of the right, THE SECRET OF CHESED, 
chant; the desire rises up high, and they say the prayer 'holy'. Those 
of the left, GVURAH, chant; the desire rises high and they say the 
prayer 'Blessed be He', FOR He IS holy above, IN CHESED, GVURAH 
AND TIFERET, and blessed below IN MALCHUT. THEREFORE, those 
who stand above to the right take the sanctification, join it and all 
those who know how to sanctify their Master, in the SECRET OF 
unison in the mystery of wisdom. Those who stand to the left take 
the sanctification, and join all those who do not know how to 
sanctify their Master properly. All are included in one another in one 
unison, joining each other, to become one knot and one spirit. They 
are connected to THE CHAMBERS above, to make all into one, 
joined together.
 

 

533. From this place nourish all the initiated in Wisdom, who are able 
to know by vision, or by the secret of the dream. The prophets 
nourish from above, NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR ANPIN OF 
ATZILUT, and those who look at dreams or in visions nourish from 
here, THE CHAMBER OF HOD, and when this place is united with the 
upper place IN NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, then the 
prophets nourish from above and below in one knot.
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534. Therefore, there are allegories in the sayings OF THE 
PROPHETS, because their prophecy is not completely polished, as 
was Moses's, whose prophecy was entirely polished because its 
light came from above, BINAH, where all the lights come from. It 
reached his grade, TIFERET OF ATZILUT, whence MOSES drew his 
prophecy, and shone. This no one else could do, not even the other 
prophets. And the visionaries and seers, all draw from the lower 
place, FROM THE CHAMBER OF HOD, without the connection OF 
NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR ANPIN above, and from another, lower 
grade, NAMELY MALCHUT, which is outside, IN THE FIRST 
CHAMBER.
 

 

535. The prophets RECEIVE FROM NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, but do not see the grade OF NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, only through another, lower grade, MALCHUT OF ATZILUT. 
In the same manner, THE VISIONARIES AND SEERS draw from this 
lower grade of above, FROM THE CHAMBER OF HOD, but it is 
revealed to them only through another grade outside THAT 
CHAMBER, MALCHUT OF THE FIRST CHAMBER, which is lower. For 
WHAT comes out of the chamber OF HOD, reaches the chieftain at 
the gate of the chamber, and thence to another chieftain beneath 
him, and so on, UNTIL IT COMES TO MALCHUT OF THE FIRST 
CHAMBER. How many are those who take part in passing it! So until 
it reaches men, many handled IT, and therefore it is not properly 
polished.
 

 

536. When the four wheels are connected to the four STRUTS in the 
middle, FOR EACH WHEEL HAS THREE STRUTS, RIGHT, LEFT, AND 
MIDDLE, they are called 'greatly beloved', men of vision, for the 
living creature we referred to, FLASH, has sway over them. For that 
reason Daniel was called "man greatly beloved" (Daniel 10:11), as it 
is written, "for you are greatly beloved" (Daniel 9:23). This is a 
mystery as ought to be. Happy are those who know the secrets of 
their Master, and walk in the path of truth in this world and in the 
World to Come.
 

 

 
 
48. The chamber of brightness - Netzach 
Rabbi Shimon describes the third chamber as the place where the verdicts of the souls are handed over to the chieftains, who hold the seal of life 
and the seal of death depending on the verdict. He tells us of the death of babies, and children, and young people and adults. We are told of the four 
gates, and of how the soul is anointed with the 22 letters of the Torah. He moves on to a discussion of war, and wrath and fury and the punishment 
of souls who sinned. The sinner still has a chance to repent, however, and he can be released from the reprimand that he stands under. Rabbi 
Shimon talks about the two-colored Seraphim that are mercy and judgment, and who always care for the sorrowful. They are also called 'windows,' 
and they watch over those who pray, taking their prayers up to the gate of the fourth chamber. We learn about the 'companions to the destroyer' and 
also about the 'angel friends' who save and protect good people. Four angels watch over Yisrael, one in each direction. They look after those who 
comfort the poor, those who wanted to sin but didn't, and those who study the Torah and look after the sick. Yisrael blows the Shofar to awaken 
God's compassion. Rabbi Shimon says that the 'windows' above are the reason for the windows in the Tabernacle below because the synagogue 
below is the counterpart of the one above.
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537. The third chamber OF NETZACH stands in the supernal light 
more than the first ones. There are four gates in this chamber, one to 
the south, one to the east, one to the north, and one to the west, 
CORRESPONDING TO CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT. There is a chief to each gate, as ought to be.
 

 

538. At the first gate stands the chief Malkiel, in charge over the 
notes, ON WHICH THE VERDICT IS WRITTEN, emerging from the 
King's court that judges the world. This chief supervises over these 
notes, with two scribes under him, one to the right and one to the left.
 

 

539. MALKIEL is given the notes to be corrected, before they leave 
the gate, to be handed to the chieftain of the first chamber. Once 
they are given to the chieftain of the first chamber, they leave the 
place, and there is no possibility to return them SO AS TO CORRECT 
THEM.
 

 

540. For immediately comes a chieftain of the unholy pitiless Other 
Side, of strict Judgment, Sangadiel by name. He is in charge over the 
gate of another chamber of the Other Side, Gehenom. Some 
complainants and accusers are sent to hover about the world, 
prepared to execute justice.
 

 

541. While the chief is leafing through the verdicts, the two scribes, 
Shamashiel and Kamuel, correct the scripts, under Malkiel. For in the 
chambers of the unholy Other Side, certain chieftains were 
appointed, the opposite of those appointed in the chambers OF 
HOLINESS, and all the spirits and the officers in charge on the Other 
Side, all do harm.
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542. Come and see: When this Sangadiel takes the scrip from the 
chieftain standing at the first gate, he opens an entrance to the side 
of darkness called "pit of destruction" (Tehilim 55:24), THE TWO 
FIRST CHAMBERS OF THE OTHER SIDE, where thousands and tens 
of thousands of officers are ready to take the scripts, with the 
chieftain SANGADIEL over them. Then the criers come out, and the 
accusers hover about the world, and the judgment is executed. 
Therefore, the chieftain MALKIEL reads the scripts carefully to 
correct the verdicts before they leave the gate. This is the gate to the 
south.
 

 

543. The second gate, life and death depend upon it, for in this gate 
are signed all the scripts COMING FROM THE COURT. When the 
scripts are corrected, an attendant named Gazriel takes them to the 
second gate to be signed.
 

 

544. A chieftain stands at the gate, named Azriel. Each gate is named 
after the chieftain in charge of it. The chieftain AZRIEL has under 
him two attendants, Sanuriya and Adiel, one to the right and one to 
the left. Life depends upon him of the right, and death upon him of 
the left. They have two seals in their hands, a seal of life and a seal 
of death, one on this RIGHT side, the other on that LEFT side.
 

 

545. This gate is closed for six days, and open on Shabbat and new 
moons, as a sign of life in the seal, upon which life depends. For the 
seal thrives on Shabbatot and new moons.
 

 

546. On Yom Kippur, when Yisrael are occupied with prayers and 
petitions, and strive to worship their Master, this gate is closed until 
the prayer of Minchah. When this prayer passes from the court 
house in the chamber of merit, an air comes out, the gate is opened, 
the chieftain stands with the two attendants, one on his right and 
one on his left, with seals of life and death in their hands, and all the 
scripts OF THE COURT of the world are before them. They then sign 
to life or death. This is the east gate, THE SECRET OF THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN.
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547. The purpose of the third gate is to know all those upon whom 
judgment is executed, either sickness, pain, or poverty, NAMELY, 
not Judgment for death. When this gate is closed, the judgment is 
written upon man, and can not be repealed, save by intense prayer, 
and complete repentance, as it is written, "He shuts up a man, and 
there can be no opening" (Iyov 12:14).
 

 

548. There is one chieftain in charge over this gate, named Kaf'tziel. 
He is in charge over the gate, and closes it before a person worthy of 
punishment, so he may not be admitted by prayer, until he repents 
before his Master.
 

 

549. When sentence is pronounced on his children who committed 
no crime, NAMELY, small children, a chief under KAF'TZIEL, called 
'Iriel', comes out and cries to the left side until a spirit is awakened, a 
flawed spirit, created when the moon was waning, called 'Askara'. He 
stands on the fourth grade of the third chamber of the side of 
defilement, in charge over babies death. He is seen before them in 
the guise of a woman raising children, but, seizes and kills them.
 

 

550. This chief seizes the soul OF THE BABY, and raises it before the 
chieftain of the fourth chamber, who raises them and takes delight in 
them. He elevates them to be seen before the Holy King on each 
Shabbat and new moon. They are presented before Him and blessed 
by He. When fury has sway over the world, the Holy One, blessed be 
He looks at them and has compassion for the world.
 

 

551. All the children who did not reach thirteen years and a day, are 
all given into the hands of this chief IRIEL. Those from thirteen to 
twenty years of age are given to the spirit called 'Agirson', issued 
from the subtle serpent, the Evil Inclination, who brought death to 
the world. A man over twenty years is sentenced by the court in the 
place called 'merit', THE FOURTH CHAMBER, and comes himself to 
the court. He is judged according to HIS OWN sins, and delivered to 
the hands of that serpent, the Angel of Death.
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552. For when he is under twenty years of age, down to thirteen, the 
spirit Agirson, that is within him as a serpent, follows him, since he 
did not refrain from sinning when he was a little child, as he should 
have done. The spirit saw in him a sign that he will be corrupted later 
on. He is therefore taken without permission, as it is written, "but 
sometimes ruin comes for want of judgment" (Mishlei 13:23). This is 
the secret of the verse, "and, behold, it was very good" (Beresheet 
1:31). We learned that this refers to the Angel of Death, who 
hastened TO TAKE HIS SOUL, before he will become a sinner. The 
chieftain over this gate, KAF'TZIEL, takes his soul and raises it 
upward.
 

 

553. Under thirteen years of age, he is judged for his father's sins, 
and delivered to the said Askara. Each chamber OF HOLINESS has a 
parallel chamber ON THE OTHER SIDE. One is opposite to the other, 
as we said. This is the gate to the north.
 

 

554. The fourth gate is for healing, called 'the gate of healing'. The 
chieftain of this gate is called 'Peda'el', DERIVED FROM 
REDEMPTION (HEB. PIDYON). He is in charge over all the remedies 
in the world, and brings in all the prayers of those in pain, sickness, 
and sorrow. He mounts together with these prayers, and presents 
them before the Holy One, blessed be He.
 

 

555. This is "an angel over him, an interpreter, one among a 
thousand" (Iyov 33:23), for there are a thousand who stand at the 
gate, and PEDA'EL is one among them. It is also written, "then He is 
gracious to him, and says, 'Deliver him from going down to the pit. I 
have found a ransom'" (Ibid. 24), as this prayer mounts and becomes 
a good interpreter for that person, and speaks well of him before the 
Holy One, blessed be He. It is always for a good cause. Therefore, all 
the remedies are found in that gate, over which Peda'el is in charge. 
This is the gate to the west. There are four gates to this chamber, 
EACH HAVING A UNIQUE FUNCTION.
 

 

556. In this chamber there is another spirit called 'Nogah' (lit. 
'brightness'). This spirit rules over this chamber, and every luster 
and desire are in it. This spirit is for those who have a portion in the 
World to Come. He bedecks the souls with precious luster, so all the 
other spirits in the other chambers know that this soul is worthy of 
the World to Come, and might pass through all the other chambers 
with no one to detain it.
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557. This spirit is purer and clearer than those below HIM. His name 
is Zahariel, anointed by the holy anointing oil drawn from the World 
to Come, BINAH, and it is nourished and grows by it. This alludes to 
a candle, as it is written, "I have set up a candle for My 
anointed" (Tehilim 132:17). For he is the set order of lighting candles 
from below upwards, when light from above, BINAH dwells upon 
him. Because he is set in order when all those below are included in 
him, NAMELY, THE CHAMBERS BELOW, MOUNT UP TO HIM, AND 
THEN "I HAVE SET UP A CANDLE..."
 

 

558. When this spirit is set AND ARRANGED by all the lower beings 
who went up to him, and he shines, he emits one light by the name 
of Ahadiel, who is included in this spirit, ZAHARIEL. The spirit 
Ahadiel is underneath the spirit, ZAHARIEL, and anoints all the 
rising souls, who have a portion in the World to Come, and are 
worthy of ascending.
 

 

559. For when a soul ascends, it first enters the lower chambers, 
THE CHAMBER OF THE SAPPHIRE STONE, AND THE CHAMBER OF 
THE VERY HEAVEN. The soul is engraved with the 22 letters of the 
Torah written upon it. And when the soul is found worthy OF 
ASCENDING TO THIS CHAMBER, it stands in front of this spirit, 
ZAHARIEL, and the chief Ahadiel anoints it. It rises and enters the 
river of fire, and goes up THENCE and is offered as sacrifice TO 
STAND ALWAYS BEFORE ATIK YOMIN.
 

 

560. This light, AHADIEL, comprises three lights, since the anointing 
oil, THE LIGHT OF BINAH, WHENCE IT CAME, comprises three 
colors, THE THREE COLUMNS. When this light glitters, 22 lights 
glitter by it, corresponding to the 22 letters of the Torah, written 
upon the soul. These 22 lights, are all chiefs and attendants standing 
WITH AHADIEL, named after the light above them, AHADIEL, and 
included in it. This light, AHADIEL, together with the 22 lights is 
included in the spirit ZAHARIEL, who is included in AHADIEL, and 
seeks to be settled in the fourth chamber.
 

 

561. When the spirit ZAHARIEL includes the light AHADIEL and the 
22 letters, urging to glitter, one holy living creature comes out 
combined of two colors of a lion and an eagle. It has one shape, FOR 
THE SHAPES OF THE LION AND THE EAGLE MERGED INTO ONE, 
called 'Ahiel'.
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562. From the glittering of this holy living creature, when light from 
the high spirit ZAHARIEL reaches it, four wheels come out, 
comprising all the colors, LION, OX, EAGLE AND MAN, called 
'Had'riel, Yehad'riel, Ahadoriya, Asimon'. They all have eight wings, 
appointed over the heavenly armies who wage war, for there is no 
war in the world, nor a kingdom uprooted from its place, unless the 
heavenly armies and the stars of the rest of the firmaments wage war 
upon each other. The four wheels stand upon them in the four 
directions of the world.
 

 

563. When the four wheels go to wage wars, by the secret of the 
chamber of above, THE FOURTH CHAMBER, they depart, FOR 
THERE is a court house, named merit. From their sweat, countless 
armies and hosts OF ANGELS are issued. They all abide under these 
wheels.
 

 

564. Some of them recite poetry, and some are messengers to this 
world corresponding to the messengers of the side of defilement, 
coming out of its third chamber, and prosecute and cause harm in 
the world. THE MESSENGERS OF THIS CHAMBER are against them, 
so they would not have power over those occupied in the Torah, as it 
is written, "For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you 
in all your ways. They shall bear you up in their hands, lest you dash 
your foot against a stone..." (Tehilim 91:11-12). This is "a stone of 
stumbling and...a rock of offense" (Yeshayah 8:14). DEFILEMENT is 
called "a stone of stumbling," a rock of offense. HOLINESS is called 
"a tried stone, a precious corner stone" (Yeshayah 28:16), "the Rock 
of Yisrael" (Yeshayah 30:29). The one corresponds to the other.
 

 

565. From the mystery of the third chamber of the Other Side, two 
spirits emerge, called 'wrath and fury'. From these two all the 
messengers come out, misleading men from the path of truth. They 
stand before a man on a righteous path TO DISTRACT HIM. For this 
reason these wheels oppose them, to protect the man from incurring 
damage by them. Moses was afraid of these two, when he went down 
the mountain, as it is written, "For I was afraid of the wrath and 
fury" (Devarim 9:19).
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566. In the middle of this chamber, there is another place up above, 
with four gates to the four directions of the world. There are ten 
chiefs in charge over each gate, and one chieftain over them. THIS 
CHIEFTAIN comprises the light Ahadiel, they are wheel within wheel, 
combined with one another.
 

 

567. The forty CHIEFS receive from the chamber of merit, the 
indictment, to strike the sinning soul, and they have to strike it. They 
stand within flames of fire facing the souls, then soar out of the 
chamber and strike that soul. The soul stands reprimanded all the 
days it was sentenced to, and does not cross the screen, TO ENTER 
THE CHAMBER.
 

 

568. These forty CHIEFS reprimand and excommunicate all those 
who uttered something they should not have, and IMMEDIATELY 
after, pronounced a holy word of the Torah, and sully their mouths 
therein. The chiefs excommunicate them, and they are 
excommunicated for forty days, for their prayer is not accepted.
 

 

569. So for all sinners who deserve to be reprimanded, ten criers 
come out every day, and proclaim in all the firmaments, the armies 
and the hosts OF ANGELS, beware of so-and-so, for he is 
reprimanded for such-and-such a sin he committed, until he repents 
before his Master. May the Merciful One save us.
 

 

570. When he repents his sin, the forty chiefs gather and release him 
FROM THE REPRIMAND. Then a proclamation resounds: 'so-and-so 
is released from the reprimand.' From now on the prayer enters. But 
before he repents, he is reprimanded above and below, and the 
protection of his Master is removed from him. Even at night, WHEN 
HIS SOUL DEPARTS AND WISHES TO RISE ABOVE, his soul is 
reprimanded, and the gates of heaven are closed before it. It does 
not mount, but is rejected outside.
 

 

571. There is a wheel in charge over the forty CHIEFS. He travels to 
the place called "the couriers' chamber" (I Melachim 14:28). He 
enters with the forty CHIEFS in charge over the four gates, and 
together they raise the golden shields. These are the angels called 
electrums, who hasten with shields, swords, and spears to protect 
Yisrael from the other nations, and wage war against them, to take 
revenge at once, without wasting TIME.
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572. It is therefore called "the couriers' chamber", REFERRING TO 
where they run from. They run and hasten to fight and take revenge, 
contrary to other couriers, running in haste to bring evil and weaken 
the fortune OF PEOPLE, thus to have power over them. This is the 
secret meaning of the verse, "the couriers went out in haste" (Ester 
3:15). There are couriers on this side OF HOLINESS, and couriers on 
that side OF THE OTHER SIDE. And because of them "the city of 
Shushan rejoiced and was glad" (Ester 8:15), or "was in 
consternation" (Ester 3:15). If the couriers OF HOLINESS arrive 
earlier, the city of Shushan rejoices, and if the couriers of the Other 
Side come first, the city of Shushan is in consternation.
 

 

573. We already explained that IN THE CHAMBER they stand facing 
each other, this side OF HOLINESS, against that side OF THE 
OTHER SIDE. And for that reason, THE COURIERS IN HERE defend 
all, and when they ascend, INCLUDED in each other, one air comes 
out from above, and they all become one shield, alluded to by "I am 
your shield" (Beresheet 15:1).
 

 

574. Twelve wheels are turning at the chamber, called 'two-colored 
Seraphim', red and white, NAMELY, Mercy and Judgment. They 
always care for the sorrowful, to whom the other nations cause 
sorrow and oppression. They are called 'windows', as in the verse, 
"He looks in at the windows" (Shir Hashirim 2:9).
 

 

575. They are standing watchful over those who pray, early to come 
to the synagogue, to be counted among the first ten. THE SERAPHIM 
then mount and inscribe them above. For these FIRST TEN are called 
'their friends'. This is the meaning of "the companions hearken for 
your voice; cause Me to hear it" (Shir Hashirim 8:13).
 

 

576. Happy are the righteous who know how to properly arrange 
their prayer, because when this prayer begins to ascend, THE 
SERAPHIM mount with it. They enter throughout the firmaments and 
chambers, up to the gate of the supernal opening, where the prayer 
comes in to be adorned before the King, as we learned.
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577. Come and see: Those who say prayers and sanctification before 
their Master with their whole will, their prayer should come straight 
from thought, with speech and spirit full of desire. Then the name of 
the Holy One, blessed be He is sanctified, and when prayer reaches 
THE ANGELS, the friends, they all take the prayer and walk with it to 
the gate of the fourth chamber. THERE THE ANGELS praise THE 
HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, when YISRAEL say prayers and 
sanctifications TO THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE. At that time OF 
DAY, day-chiefs are appointed over PRAISING with Yisrael, and to be 
their companions. At night, THEY ARE FRIENDS with those who 
chant at night.
 

 

578. Come and see: It is written, "He who robs his father or his 
mother, and says, it is no transgression; he is companion of a 
destroyer" (Mishlei 28:24). We already explained that it is because he 
withheld blessings from the Holy One, blessed be He, his Father, as 
it is written, "ask your father, and he will recount it to you" (Devarim 
32:7), and "let your father...be glad" (Mishlei 23:25). This was 
explained.
 

 

579. "He is companion of a destroyer": HE ASKS: Who is the 
destroyer? AND HE ANSWERS: He is a man who blemished the 
moon, MALCHUT, NAMELY, THE OTHER SIDE, called "a perverse 
man" (Mishlei 16:28), "a slanderer" (Tehilim 140:12), " a cunning 
hunter, a man of the field" (Beresheet 25:27). This is a destroyer, 
who withholds blessings from the world. Here also, whoever 
withholds blessings from the world is a companion of a destroyer, 
as we said. This is a mystery - It behooves a man to bless the Holy 
One, blessed be He and pray in a proper manner, so that His Holy 
Name be blessed, and he will join the holy companions, THE 
ANGELS, and not blemish his prayer. For IF HE BLEMISHES HIS 
PRAYER, blessings will be withheld from the world, and he will be 
considered a companion to the destroyer, who withholds blessings 
from the world, and brings death to all.
 

 

580. HE ASKS: What is "a charmer (lit. 'a befriender')" (Devarim 
18:11)? AND HE ANSWERS: He who follows the Other Side, charms, 
and thus draws to himself another, unholy spirit, and joins an evil 
friend. That friend, the destroyer, abides by him. Why is he called 'a 
friend'? Because when that man was born, THE OTHER SIDE, 
NAMELY, THE EVIL INCLINATION, befriended him, and is now 
always his friend. Later the friend turns into a destroyer.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (129 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:51



1

581. There is also a good friend on the side of holiness, the right 
side, who does good with men in this world and in the World to 
Come. These ANGELS friends, are always with him joined to save 
and protect him, and be his companions in sanctifying the Name of 
their Master, to chant and praise Him always.
 

 

582. From these TWELVE TWO-COLORED SERAPHIM come out four 
other pillars, SUPPORTING the twelve TWO-COLORED SERAPHIM, 
the friends, as said. The pillars are standing against those who give 
advice to harm the righteous. And before anything is done, they go 
up and announce what they heard, and the advice is canceled. They 
are called 'Er'elim' (Eng. 'angels'). And though all are appointed to 
that task, NEVERTHELESS each one is in charge over certain 
SPECIFIC matters. Under them there are countless ANGELS.
 

 

583. These four ER'ELIM stand to the four directions of the world, 
each standing watchful over Yisrael. They are called 'lattices', 
according to the verse, "He peers through the lattice" (Shir Hashirim 
2:9), AND THE TWELVE ARE CALLED 'WINDOWS'. The names of the 
four lattices are Iga'el, Iriya, Ariel, Yehira'el. Iga'el stands to the east, 
looking after all those who do good deeds, and think righteous 
thoughts, though they are not able to perform.
 

 

584. Iriya stands to the south. He is looking after all those who 
comfort the poor, or those whose heart is sorry for them, though 
they are not able to give anything to them; also those who walk in 
the path of righteousness. And those who do kindness to the dead, 
he supports true kindness. His duty is to mention them above, 
engrave their form above, and bring them to the World to Come.
 

 

585. Ariel stands to the north. He is watchful over those who planned 
to do evil, but did not, or wanted to sin, but when they came to 
commit TRANSGRESSION, they overcame their inclination and 
abstained from doing it.
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586. Yehira'el stands to the west. He is in charge over those who are 
occupied in the Torah, and bring their sons to study Torah in school, 
and over those who look after the sick in their sickbed. They watch 
over them and tell them to examine their sins and deeds, and repent 
before their Master. For whoever looks after the sick, let him look 
after his deeds and repent before the Holy One, blessed be He, who 
will cause him to be saved, and his spirit to return to Him.
 

 

587. Concerning that, it is written, "Blessed is he who considers the 
poor: Hashem will deliver him in the day of evil" (Tehilim 41:2). HE 
ASKS: What is a day of evil? It should have been written, 'an evil 
day.' AND HE ANSWERS: A "day of evil" REFERS TO the day when 
evil has sway to take his soul. "Blessed is he who considers the 
poor (Heb. dal)." This refers to the sick, as it is written, "Why are 
you, being the king's son, so wasted (Heb. dal)" (II Shmuel 13:4). For 
that reason, "Hashem will deliver him in the day of evil," referring to 
those who look after the sick, and cause them to repent their sins 
before the Holy One, blessed be He as we explained. In this chamber 
stands THE ANGEL YEHIRA'EL watchful over him, so when 
Judgment dwells over the world, he will be saved. Therefore, 
"Hashem will deliver him in the day of evil," and on the day when 
Judgment is given in the hands of evil, THE ANGEL OF DEATH, to 
have power over him, "HASHEM WILL DELIVER HIM." All THE FOUR 
ER'ELIM are standing watchful, and therefore they are called 
'lattices'.
 

 

588. On the day of Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year) when the 
Holy One, blessed be He stands in Judgment over the world, and the 
Other Side comes to prosecute, THE TWELVE SERAPHIM AND THE 
FOUR ER'ELIM gather and stand before the Holy One, blessed be He. 
They are all adorned and stand before Him. At that time it is written, 
"he looks in at the windows; he peers through the lattice" (Shir 
Hashirim 2:9). "He peers," looking through a slit, sees, but sees not 
all that needs seeing. Later, "He looks in at the windows," where He 
can look more closely, meaning that He opens openings to have pity 
over all. And when the Holy One, blessed be He looks at the world, 
He looks through these windows and the lattices, and has 
compassion over all.
 

 

589. When Yisrael blow the Shofar, a sound is raised, coming out of 
the Shofar included of fire, water, and wind. That sound is made of 
them all, to rouse a high sound, ZEIR ANPIN, coming out of the 
Shofar, BINAH, likewise included of fire, water, and wind, THE 
THREE COLUMNS. Then the crier goes out and proclaims through all 
the firmaments, "The voice of my beloved is come...he looks in at the 
windows; he peers through the lattice" (Ibid.).
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590. Then all know that the Holy One, blessed be He has compassion 
over Yisrael, and say, happy are Yisrael, to have the means on earth, 
BY BLOWING THE SHOFAR, to awaken compassion above. Then it 
is written, "happy are the people who know the joyful note" (Tehilim 
89:16). Assuredly, they know the note, for they break the note, which 
is harsh Judgment, by which all are judged. Happy are Yisrael in this 
world and in the World to Come, for they know the ways of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, and know how to walk in His ways and properly 
bind the unity.
 

 

591. The windows, SERAPHIM, and the lattices, ER'ELIM, are all 
ready to unite all the prayers coming up from below, and watch over 
them to bring them before the Holy One, blessed be He. Therefore, 
every synagogue without windows is not a worthy place for prayer.
 

 

592. For the synagogue below is the counterpart of the synagogue 
above, in which there are windows as we said. So there are below. 
For as above, in the great synagogue, THE CHAMBER, there are 
twelve supernal windows, NAMELY, THE TWELVE SERAPHIM, they 
are also in the lower synagogue. The one faces the other, because 
the worlds stand the one facing the other, SEALED BY ONE 
ANOTHER, AND WHATEVER IS IN THE SEAL, IS FOUND IN THE 
INSIGNIA, and the glory of the Holy One, blessed be He is raised in 
every way. Therefore, "Hashem will deliver him in the day of 
evil" (Tehilim 41:2), MEANING THAT when the Evil Side has sway, 
Hashem will deliver him, THROUGH THE WINDOWS AND THE 
LATTICES.
 

 

593. In the same manner, the chieftain Yehira'el stands over all those 
who feel compassion for the poor, as said, "Blessed is he who 
considers the poor" (Ibid.). Hence everything is in this chamber. And 
this chamber is included within another, fourth chamber, where the 
decrees and Judgments of everyone are found. Happy is the portion 
of him, who knows the treasures of his Master, to be devoted to him 
and sanctify the Name of his Master always, so he may have merit in 
this world and in the World to Come.
 

 

 
 
49. The chamber of merit - Gvurah 
We hear that the fourth chamber, 'merit,' is the one by which God becomes known on earth. This is the chamber where all the merits, debts, 
punishments and rewards are kept. Rabbi Shimon gives us a great amount of detail about the four chambers that are really all one chamber, and 
about the spirit who takes everything and who is called Zechut El. From him there issue seventy lights and then another two lights, and these lights 
are spoken of with much emphasis on the number 72. We hear about the three letters that are engraved on Zechut El. The chambers are for lawsuits 
and judgment, for verdicts and sentences. Rabbi Shimon tells us the names of the chieftains at the gates of the chambers. He reveals how 
information is sent from this chamber down to men of vision and dreams, down to prophets, with the knowledge descending from grade to grade. 
Some of the grades are appointed to watch people and keep them from evil, some to help people who have come to be purified, some to perform 
miracles and signs, and some to report back on peoples' actions. In the same way, the Other Side has grades that do various evil works in the world. 
Rabbi Shimon tells us of the chiefs who are variously in charge of merits, deliverance, judgment, transgressions and the scales of justice. Again we 
hear about the glowing living creature called Tumiel who is in charge of prayers and who reigns over four Seraphim. The Seraphim emit sparks of 
fire that create 72 wheels glowing with fire that create the river of fire in which spirits are burned after death. During Shabbat the river stops burning 
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and the living creature enters the middle of the chamber, the place called 'Delight'. Here there are tens of thousands of chieftains who stand over the 
tables prepared on earth for Sabbath, ready to say 'Amen' to the blessings that Tumiel puts on those tables. There is a chamber opposite to the one 
called 'Delight', and it is called 'Pestilence' - it is reserved for those whose tables are not properly laid and who loved cursing. Everything is judged 
in the chamber of merit except for three things: children, life and sustenance. This is because all three flow down from above, from Yesod of Zeir 
Anpin.

594. By the fourth chamber, the reign of the Holy One, blessed be He 
over the earth is made known. It stands guard to keep the ways of 
the Torah. This chamber is called 'merit', and in it are judged all the 
cases of the world. This is the chamber where are all the merits, 
debts, punishments, and rewards for those who keep the precepts of 
the Torah.
 

 

595. This chamber, of merit, is different than the rest of the 
chambers. It comprises four chambers, different from each other, 
and all of them are one. In this chamber there is a spirit called 
'Zechut El', after whom the chamber is named merit (Heb. zechut), 
and El, because here all the lawsuits in the world are judged. This is 
the secret of "and El who has indignation every day" (Tehilim 7:12).
 

 

596. The four chambers within this chamber, are one inside the 
other, all included within one another, and are one chamber, merit. 
All the four chambers have gates. A high chieftain stands outside 
the first gate of this chamber, Sansaniya by name. By the same 
name there is another chieftain, on another side of the left, who 
takes the Judgments FROM SANSANIYA, to his chamber, with which 
to arouse and execute judgment upon the world. Since he takes from 
him, he too is named Sansaniya. He is in charge over Askara of the 
babies.
 

 

597. This high chieftain, STANDING OUTSIDE THE FIRST GATE OF 
THIS CHAMBER, CALLED 'Sansaniya', once Judgment is received, 
he proclaims to all the chiefs standing at the twelve openings OF 
THIS CHAMBER. These are the criers who announce all the lawsuits 
sentenced in this chamber of merit.
 

 

598. The spirit who receives everything, Zechut El, comprises 
everything. From him issue seventy glittering lights, all standing in a 
circle, so they may see each other, and not be covered by one 
another. All the merits, the punishments, the judgments, are 
standing before these lights.
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599. From THE SEVENTY LIGHTS come out two lights, always 
standing before THE SEVENTY LIGHTS. The seventy lights, together 
with the two lights standing in front of them, are inside in the middle 
of the chamber. Of the secret of this chamber it is written, "Your 
navel is like a round goblet, that never lacks blended wine" (Shir 
Hashirim 7:3), FOR HERE ALL THE DEBTS AND MERITS MERGE.
 

 

600. From these 72 LIGHTS come out other 72 of the right, and 72 of 
the left. The first 72 are inside in the middle of the chamber. Before 
the INTERNAL lights, come all the merits and debts to be purified. All 
the deeds in the world are come from these 72 internal lights. It is 
found then that all the lights issuing from this high spirit ZECHUT 
EL, are 216 lights, FOR 3 TIMES 72 ARE 216, and they are all 
included in this spirit.
 

 

601. These two lights stand before the seventy, always testifying and 
recording verdicts, acquittals, or condemnations. The seventy 
decree and judge. All the judging in the world, for good or ill, is done 
here.
 

 

602. Upon the spirit Zechut El three letters are engraved, joining him 
from above, Yud-Hei-Vav. We already explained that when these 
letters are joined together where there is unity between male and 
female, YUD-HEI-VAV BEING THE SECRET OF CHESED, GVURAH 
AND TIFERET AND ARE MALE, AND ZECHUT EL THE SECRET OF 
THE FEMALE, they are written upon this spirit, ZECHUT EL. Here 
David says, "and my Elohim (Heb. v'elohai), the rock of my 
refuge" (Tehilim 94:22). THE LETTERS OF V'ELOHAI ARE THE SAME 
AS OF EL YUD-HEI-VAV, the secret of the spirit called 'El', together 
with the letters Yud-Hei-Vav written upon him. These are the three 
sides of the lights we mentioned, NAMELY, THREE TIMES 72, TO 
THE RIGHT, LEFT AND CENTER; RIGHT AND LEFT 
CORRESPONDING TO THE SECRET OF YUD-HEI, AND THE MIDDLE 
ONE BEING VAV.
 

 

603. THIS PARAGRAPH IS WANTING, IT SHOULD HAVE SAID: 
AFTER THAT ONE LIGHT EMERGED TO FOUR SIDES, THE LIGHT 
PRODUCED THREE OTHERS, WHICH ARE THREE COURT HOUSES. 
These three courts differ FROM THE INTERNAL 72, and judge 
matters other THAN CRIMINAL LAWS, SUCH AS matters of the 
world, richness and poverty, sickness or perfect HEALTH. For the 
four chambers also deal with other LAWSUITS. These two chambers 
are to the two other sides of the light, NAMELY, THE TWO 72'S ON 
THE RIGHT AND LEFT SIDES, THE SECRET OF THE THREE 
COURTS, THAT SENTENCE OTHER CASES. There is one chamber 
for all the eyed ones who do the reckoning for the deeds of the 
world, NAMELY, INCLUDING CRIMINAL LAWS, THE SECRET OF THE 
MIDDLE, INTERNAL 72; another chamber is for the scribes under the 
first, internal ones. These four chambers are all included within this 
chamber named merit after the spirit, as we said.
  

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (134 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:51



1

604. In each of the gates in these chambers, there is one chieftain. At 
the first gate, there is a chieftain named Gazriel. His duty is to make 
known the sentences and verdicts of the Judgments to the first 
chieftain STANDING OUT OF THE DOOR, whose name is Sansaniya, 
from whom receives another chieftain in charge over the chamber of 
the Other Side, in charge over the croup (Aramic askara) sickness in 
babies.
 

 

605. The chieftain, Gazriel, takes the verdicts from the internal court, 
as everything is sentenced there, and notifies the chieftain outside 
THE DOOR, SANSANIYA. All the criers proclaim throughout the 
firmaments, such-and- such was decreed at the house of the King. 
Then the matter is taken by the chamber below, THE THIRD 
CHAMBER, where it resounds until it is heard in all the lower 
firmaments, and made known to everyone down below.
 

 

606. The lower beings take the matter from grade to grade. Even the 
birds in the sky and the fowl on earth take it and make it known in 
the world, until the complainants and accusers take it, and appear 
before men in their dreams. Shortly afterward it comes to pass.
 

 

607. Sometimes, when something has to be made known to the 
kings on earth, who sustain and lead nations, the matter is disclosed 
to the firmament of the lower sun, where IT stands, until the chiefs of 
the sun, appointed over the sun, take the matter and notify the 
supernal chieftains of the Other Side, who make it known to the 
kings of the earth on their side.
 

 

608. When there were prophets in Yisrael, they used to draw their 
prophecy from the two supernal pillars, NETZACH AND HOD, upon 
which the Torah, ZEIR ANPIN, is supported. When the prophets were 
gone from the world, those who see in visions and in dreams came, 
who took everything from its place, as we said. And when there were 
kings in Yisrael but the prophets were gone, and no men who see in 
visions and in dreams were to be found, the matter was made known 
to the kings through this gate, THE FIRST GATE OF THIS CHAMBER.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (135 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:51



1

609. And if you say: How could THE KINGS OF YISRAEL take from 
such a HIGH place, as this? Come and see: Each grade and every 
gate has certain chiefs outside, appointed over all those firmaments, 
all the way down to the lower firmaments. They notify the matters to 
those who should know. For from these chambers on the side of 
holiness and the secret of the Faith, grades are going down, all in 
the secret of the Faith. They descend until they soar into this world, 
and are appointed over it.
 

 

610. Some of them ARE APPOINTED to keep people from the Other 
Side, and the harms of the world, and watch their ways. Others help 
people who come to be purified. Some perform miracles and signs, 
and others watch the deeds of men, to testify ABOVE. So the grades 
differ according to their aspects. All this is in the secret of the 
supernal Faith, supernal holiness.
 

 

611. The Other Side works in the same manner. In the side of 
defilement, from the chambers OF UNHOLINESS grades go down. 
These grades all do evil and seduce the world. Some lead men 
astray from the path of good into the evil way, others stand to defile 
people, who come to be defiled. We learned that when a man comes 
to be defiled, he is defiled in this world, and defiled in that world. 
They are called 'boiling excrement' (Heb. tzoah), as it is written, "You 
shall go (Heb. tze), and say to it" (Yeshayah 30:22). These grades 
defile even more, and are therefore always meant for those WHO 
COME TO BE DEFILED. All that happens in certain grades, in a 
proper manner.
 

 

612. Over the second gate there is a chief called 'Dahariel' of the 
right. He is in charge over all the merits won by men, so they will be 
acquitted. When a man has a good verdict, when there are more 
merits than sins in men, then this chief DAHARIEL is in charge over 
their due and the portion of the merits and their good reward.
 

 

613. He takes out the GOOD sentence, and appoints a chief called 
'Peda'el' of the third chamber, and tells him, "deliver (Heb. pede) him 
from going down to the pit" (Iyov 33:24). For when a man is on his 
deathbed, caught in the King's prison, then he is judged. All his 
merits and every debt he accumulated in this world come into the 
court to be judged.
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614. When his verdict is good, his good judgment comes out of this 
gate, to the right of the chief Dahariel, standing there AT THE GATE. 
His good sentence is announced until he is saved AND CURED 
FROM HIS ILLNESS. The judgment goes down through all the 
chieftains, the good grades, descending through all the grades, 
UNTIL IT REACHES THE MAN IN THIS WORLD. Man is judged for 
everything, for better for worse by the King's court.
 

 

615. Over the third gate there is a chief named Gadiel. He is of the 
left side, in charge over all the transgressions and evil deeds a man 
goes after in this world. He puts them on the scales to weigh them 
against the merits put there by another chief, DAHARIEL we 
mentioned.
 

 

616. These scales stand within the fourth gate, where the good 
deeds and sins are weighed together. Whichever is in the 
ascendancy, has chiefs on its side. If the good deeds prevail, some 
chieftains of the right side take the sentence, and remove evils and 
diseases away from that man until he is saved. If transgressions 
prevail, its chieftains of the left side come, until the Other Side takes 
the matter, with all those who seek strict law, until the man's good 
fortune weakens, and that side comes down and takes away his 
soul. Happy is the portion of the righteous in this world and in the 
World to Come.
 

 

617. On the fourth gate stands a chief called 'Mozniya' (Eng. 'from 
scales'). These are the scales, where good and bad deeds are put 
and weighed together. They are called 'just scales', as it is written, 
"just balances" (Vayikra 19:36). Everyone is weighed by it to be 
judged.
 

 

618. Under this chief, MOZNIYA, there are two chiefs, one on the 
right and one on the left. The one on the right is called 'Hariel', and 
the one on the left is called 'Gedudiel'. When the merits and sins are 
weighed, the one ON THE RIGHT balances the scales to the right, 
and the one ON THE LEFT balances to the left. They are all included 
within the spirit called 'Zechut El'.
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619. When they are all comprised IN ZECHUT EL, he issues a living 
creature. This is a glowing living creature, called 'Tumiel'. It stands 
guard over the world by the eyes of Hashem, who hover and walk 
about the world. These eyes of Hashem are watchful over the good 
deeds done secretly, and watch over the deeds done with a whole 
heart, though not done properly.
 

 

620. This living creature stands watchful over the prayers, because 
the petitions, uttered by men in their prayers, are all in the hands of 
this living creature. It puts them in this chamber, where they are kept 
for forty days.
 

 

621. Every forty days, this living creature comes out, takes all the 
prayers and puts them before the 72 lights to be judged. Then the 
spirit, Zechut El looks at them carefully, to see whether that man is 
worthy or not. If he is worthy, the prayer goes out, and this petition 
rolls, and twelve chiefs with it, each demanding from that spirit that 
the prayer be accepted, and it is accepted by them.
 

 

622. Under the living creature, glow four Seraphim - Seraph'el, 
Barkiel, Krishiel, Kedumiyah. These four are under the living 
creature to the four directions of the world. They are appointed to 
watch over those who keep the Shabbat and delight it as they ought.
 

 

623. When the four SERAPHIM travel, sparks of fire come out. From 
the sparks 72 wheels glowing with fire were made, whence the river 
of fire was made. Thousands will serve this river. All the four 
SERAPHIM watch over those who give pleasure to the Shabbat. The 
living creature TUMIEL is above them, and they travel according to it 
and under it.
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624. Every day the river of fire flows and burns spirits and rulers. 
When Shabbat arrives, a proclamation resounds, and the river is 
calmed. All the storms, glimmers, and sparks are calmed. This living 
creature stands on the four Seraphim, and enters the middle of the 
chamber, the place called 'delight'.
 

 

625. In this place, DELIGHT, once Shabbat enters, all the tables are 
set of the people, called 'the children of the King's chamber'. 
Thousands and tens of thousands of chieftains stand at these 
tables. The supernal living creature above the four Seraphim, enters 
and looks at each table, how each of them is given pleasure, and it 
blesses that table. And the thousands and tens of thousands of 
chieftains, all open and say 'Amen'.
 

 

626. HE ASKS: What is the blessing it says over the table, pleasing 
and properly set? AND HE ANSWERS: It is, "then shall you delight 
yourself in Hashem...for the mouth of Hashem has spoken 
it" (Yeshayah 58:14). And everybody says, "Then shall you call, and 
Hashem shall answer..." (Ibid. 9). When the table has the pleasure of 
all the three meals, the supernal spirit Zechut El, at the last repast, 
finishes by saying about all the preceding ones, "Then shall your 
light break forth like the morning, the glory of Hashem shall be your 
rearguard" (Ibid. 8). All the seventy other lights on the three sides 
open and say, "Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who fears 
Hashem" (Tehilim 128:4).
 

 

627. When a man's table is not at the place CALLED 'DELIGHT', 
properly set to please, then this living creature with the four 
SERAPHIM underneath it, and the thousands and tens of thousands 
all reject it outside, to the Other Side. And the accusers take it and 
put it in a place opposite TO DELIGHT (HEB. ONEG, AYIN-NUN-
GIMEL) called 'pestilence' (Heb. nega, Nun-Gimel -Ayin). When they 
put it there, they say, "for he loved cursing, and it came to him; and 
he delighted not in blessing, and it was far from him" (Tehilim 
109:17), "Let the creditor seize everything that he has...let there be 
none to extend kindness to him" (Ibid. 11-12). May the Merciful One 
save us.
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628. Since the delight of Shabbat is the Faith in the Holy One, 
blessed be He, NAMELY, THE DELIGHT OF THE SHECHINAH 
CALLED 'FAITH', then all those who delight in Shabbat, and the 
holidays, the four SERAPHIM beneath the living creature, are 
standing in front of the river of fire, and do not let them burn in it, 
who enjoy their pleasure properly.
 

 

629. Under the four SERAPHIM there are other officers standing 
outside, who convene on this side of this chamber, who proclaim all 
the sentences, and the decisions decreed in this chamber.
 

 

630. Everything is judged here, except three matters, over which 
there is no permission to give Judgment in the chamber called 
'merit'. These are children, life and sustenance, because they are not 
here but depend upon Mazal. For the river which is drawn and flows, 
WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHOSE SOURCE IS THE BEARD 
OF ARICH ANPIN, comes from where there is life above. There is 
food there, and children. For all the three come out from there and 
flow downward. For that reason all is found in this chamber save 
these three.
 

 

631. When man is on his deathbed, he is judged here, also for all 
other laws of the world. If you say, why is it that when a man is on 
his death bed, if he is sentenced to have life, it is given him, YET 
CHILDREN, LIFE AND SUSTENANCE ARE NOT SUPPOSED TO 
DEPEND UPON THIS PLACE? HE ANSWERS: THE MEANING is not 
that life depends upon this place, but once he is judged here to life, 
then life is drawn from above FROM MAZAL and is given him. Happy 
is the portion of the righteous, who know the ways of the Torah, and 
by it merit life eternal. Of them it is written, "Your people also shall 
be all righteous; they shall inherit the land forever" (Yeshayah 60:21).
 

 

 
 
50. The fifth chamber of love - Chesed 
Rabbi Shimon says that the fifth chamber lights up the lower ones, shining in the secret of the faith. The spirit of 'Love' lives in the chamber - he is 
called 'Suriyah', and consists of four colors. He has been given all the secrets of his Master. In this chamber all the supernal treasures and the 
mystery of mysteries are kept. The four colors mentioned join to produce the holy living creature called 'splendor' (Zohar). The chamber holds all the 
souls and spirits that are still destined to descend into bodies; however, no new ones have come in since the destruction of the temple. Once they 
have all descended to be men, the chamber will be empty and Messiah will come. The spirit 'Love' and the living creature 'Splendor' mate to produce 
two lights that are included in each other and that are called 'El Shadai'. We are told how people are sent spiritual nourishment so they will not be 
starved by the Other Side, and how two officers in this chamber cause the love to flow between Yisrael below and God above. All the acts of 
kindness in the world go up to this chamber and then go further up to the supernal love. A verse about this chamber says: "Many waters cannot 
quench love, nor can the floods drown it..."
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632. The fifth chamber is for illuminating the lower beings. It shines 
in the secret of the Faith. There is an opening to this chamber, and a 
chief in charge over it, called 'Sanegoryah'. The chief stands at the 
gate to argue in favor (Heb. sanegor), NAMELY, TO GIVE GOOD 
RECOMMENDATION ON YISRAEL, before their Master, so the Other 
Side will not have sway over them.
 

 

633. There is a spirit in this chamber, consisting of four, for this 
spirit comprises four colors: white, black, green and red, CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT. This spirit, which consists of 
them all, is called 'Suriyah', a general of all the lower armies beneath 
him and appointed by him.
 

 

634. This is the spirit who opens and closes, for all the higher keys 
were given into his hand. All the lower armies are included and stand 
beneath him, sustained by him. This spirit knows all the secrets of 
his Master, for they were all handed to him.
 

 

635. This spirit is called 'Love', and for that reason the chamber is 
called 'the chamber of love'. For here the mystery of mysteries were 
stored for whoever should conceive it. This is the secret of the 
verse, "there will I give you my love" (Shir Hashirim 7:13).
 

 

636. This spirit is in charge of the keeping above, called "He who 
keeps Yisrael" (Tehilim 121:3), "who keeps covenant" (Devarim 7:9). 
Here are kept all the supernal treasures, and the stores of his Master 
are there stored. From here start all the paths and ways to those 
below, to awaken in them the spirit of love.
 

 

637. The four said colors were included within one another. 
Whenever they wish to be included, they strike each other, and one 
holy living creature emerges, called 'splendor' (Heb. zohar). Of this 
living creature it is written, "This is the living creature that I saw...by 
the river K'var" (Yechezkel 10:20).
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638. From this chamber come out all the holy spirits, sustained by 
the existence of the supernal kissing. For from these kisses an air of 
a spirit issues that sustains the ilfe of all the high souls given to 
men. This is the secret of the verse, "but by every word that 
proceeds out of the mouth of Hashem does man live" (Devarim 8:3). 
In this chamber you may find all the souls and spirits destined to 
descend to men since the world was created. Therefore, this 
chamber holds all the souls born of that river which is drawn and 
issuing, YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, and therefore is never empty.
 

 

639. Since the destruction of the Temple no other souls came in 
here. And when there will be no more, NAMELY, ALL THE SOULS IN 
THIS CHAMBER WILL GO DOWN TO BE CLOTHED IN MEN, this 
chamber will be empty, and it will be visited from above, and King 
Messiah will come. Then the chamber above will be aroused - 
MALCHUT - and the chamber below, SO HIS KINGDOM WILL BE 
REVEALED IN THIS WORLD.
 

 

640. It is written of the secret of this chamber, "your two breasts are 
like two fawns..." (Shir Hashirim 4:5). For in this chamber there is the 
spirit we mentioned, LOVE, and that living creature, SPLENDOR, 
AND THEIR JOINING TOGETHER issued two lights, included in one 
another, and united together, to be called, 'El Shadai'. The two lights 
are called 'Shadai', and together with El of the chamber below called 
Zechut El, they join each other and intermingle to be called 'El 
Shadai', for they issued from the two breasts (Heb. shadayim).
 

 

641. The name 'El' is of the right. It takes from this place all the 
compassion there that nourish the chamber below called 'merit', 
named after the spirit in it, as we said. The name 'Shadai' suckles all 
the lower beings and all the chambers, and those standing outside 
on this side, called 'the pegs of the Tabernacle', as we explained. It is 
therefore called 'Shadai', for giving plenty of food to the lower 
beings, that it receives from the right.
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642. From here come out the lights called, "the bright blade of a 
revolving sword" (Beresheet 3:24), for they revolve and turn into 
several colors. We already explained that they are those aroused to 
accomplish a mission above. And in this world they are of the left. 
When this spirit expands, it strikes and emits lights on all sides, 
RIGHT AND LEFT, like breasts pouring milk on all sides. So from this 
spirit lights come out on every side, and issue another living 
creature in charge over those called 'the bright blade of a revolving 
sword'. This is called (A FEW LINES ARE MISSING).
 

 

643. (THE BEGINNING IS MISSING) he is in charge over the world. 
When there is hunger, and the world is sentenced to it, this living 
creature is appointed over the world. It issues a spirit of 
nourishment to the faithful, so they will not starve on account of the 
Other Side. While hunger has sway over the world, two spirits of 
defilement issue from that side, called "destruction and famine." 
This is the secret of the verse, "At destruction and famine you shall 
laugh" (Iyov 5:22). They abide in the world and denounce men. The 
one who sends them hunger and they die IS DESTRUCTION. When 
the other, FAMINE, has sway, people eat but are never satisfied, 
WHICH IS FAMINE because an evil spirit rules over the world.
 

 

644. This is the living creature, which produced the spark coming 
out of the two glittering sparks, that revolve and turn into several 
colors, SOMETIMES FEMALE, SOMETIMES MALE. This spark is 
called 'Seraphim'. It grasps and inflames them.
 

 

645. In this chamber there are two officers, lights standing upon 
thousands and tens of thousands called 'vines', and thousands and 
tens of thousands called 'pomegranates'. They all exist through love, 
and bring love between Yisrael below, and the Holy One, blessed be 
He, above. They all arouse love and endure through love. When love 
is awakened from below upward, and from above downward, the 
chamber is filled with goodness, and charity, and mercy, and the 
love below and the love above join each other. BET-HEI BELOW ARE 
ATTACHED TO ALEPH-HEI ABOVE. (ALEPH-HEI-BET-HEI = 
AHAVEH, LIT. 'LOVE')
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646. From here come out two chiefs, called 'love' after the chamber. 
Their duty is to watch over those who proclaim the unison of the 
Master with love, sacrifice their lives with love, and ascend to testify 
above. All those who do an act of kindness in the world, these acts 
go up and enter this chamber to be adorned, then go further up to be 
adorned by the supernal love. Concerning this the verse says, "For 
Your kindness (Heb. Chesed) is great above the heavens" (Tehilim 
108:5). Of this chamber it is written, "Many waters cannot quench 
love, nor can the floods drown it..." (Shir Hashirim 8:7).
 

 

 
 
51. The chamber of desire - Tiferet 
Rabbi Shimon tells us about the sixth chamber, the chamber of desire that is called: "word that proceeds out of the mouth of Hashem." Here all the 
wishes and petitions in the world are granted. This is the chamber where Moses was taken after death. We learn of the spirit in charge of this 
chamber who is named Raziel, and we learn of the roles of Michael, Gabriel, Raphael and Uriel, who are instrumental in defence, in healing, in 
bringing medicine and in carrying messages. Rabbi Shimon talks about water, fire, air and dust that are Chesed, Gvurah, Tiferet and Malchut. He 
tells us that Rabbi Akiva reached this chamber and died with complete love; he was not judged, because he drew the light of Wisdom from below 
upward, rather than from above downward. We learn about the ten martyrs, whose souls rose up to God but whose bodies were delivered to the 
Other Side. Rabbi Shimon comes to the conclusion that holiness is joy and that the Other Side is sadness. He talks about how all the lower 
chambers are included in this chamber, standing on pillars. The officers in charge of these chambers look after the marriage of males and females, 
all births, the speech of children who study the Torah, the declarations of judgment, and the gladdening of the world. We read about the supernal 
kisses that unite the lower and higher grades, and of what happened when Jacob reached this chamber. We hear of how Abraham and Isaac 
comprised Love and Judgment together, and how there is no justice without merit. This explains how the Sanhedrin began to develop the criminal 
laws. Then we are told about the prophets, and how the seers get their visions and dreams from the chambers of Brightness and Splendor. There is 
a description of the sixth chamber of the Other Side, where all the wicked pleasures are found. Rabbi Shimon says that there are things the body 
delights in, and things the soul delights in. He tells us that all the souls of the chambers below the sixth chamber are included in the sixth chamber, 
and there are two names that include all the other names - they are Yud Hei Vav Hei Elohim and Yud Hei Vav Hei Tzevaot. The first name is of Jacob, 
and the second of Joseph. These are the secret of the first temple and the second temple.

647. The sixth chamber is called 'the chamber of desire'. This is the 
desire called, "word that proceeds out of the mouth of 
Hashem" (Devarim 8:3). It is the joy of everything joined. And here is 
the desire of all desires, according to the secret of the verse, "Your 
lips are like a thread of scarlet" (Shir Hashirim 4:3). It is the desire of 
all the souls coming out of the mouth of Hashem.
 

 

648. This chamber is the chamber of desire, where all the wishes and 
petitions in the world are granted. For it is the desire of all the 
desires, where they are kissing, according to the secret of the verse, 
"and Jacob kissed Rachel" (Beresheet 29:11). Then, when they kiss 
each other, it is time of favor, because then wholeness is found, and 
all faces illuminate. Whenever prayers rise, it is a time of goodwill. 
Therefore it is written, "But as for me, let my prayer be to You, O 
Hashem, in an acceptable time" (Tehilim 69:14), which refers to their 
joining each other.
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649. There are six entrances to this chamber, four entrances to the 
four directions of the world, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT, one above and one below, NETZACH AND HOD. There is 
one spirit in charge over the entrances, greater than all the chieftains 
of the entrances, named Raziel. He is appointed to be in charge over 
the supernal secrets, that talk mouth to mouth, and kiss each other 
in loving love.
 

 

650. These secrets are not meant to be revealed, but when the gates 
are opened, all the chambers know, and all the spirits and legions, 
that the gates of desire were opened. Through these gates no one 
enters, save the desire of the prayers, the desires of the praises, the 
desires of the holy high souls.
 

 

651. This is the chamber of Moses. To this chamber Moses was 
gathered in love, and with kisses, NAMELY, HE DIED BY THE KISS 
OF DEATH. In this chamber, "Moses speaks and the Elohim answers 
him by a voice" (Shemot 19:19).
 

 

652. When THE KISSERS are joined in kissing each other, it is 
written, "Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth..." (Shir 
Hashirim 1:1). There are no kisses of joy and love, save when they 
cling to each other, mouth to mouth, spirit to spirit, and saturate 
each other with pleasure and joy from the supernal illumination.
 

 

653. Come and see: "Moses speaks" REFERS TO ZEIR ANPIN, as it 
is written, "Behold, you are fair, my love" (ibid. 15), and "your lips 
are a thread of scarlet" (Shir Hashirim 4:3). THESE ARE THE WORDS 
OF ZEIR ANPIN TO THE SHECHINAH. "And the Elohim answers him 
by a voice": THIS IS THE SHECHINAH TALKING TO ZEIR ANPIN, as it 
is written, "behold, you are fair, my beloved yea, pleasant" (Shir 
Hashirim 1:16), and, "His lips like lilies, dropping flowing 
myrrh" (Shir Hashirim 5:13). THESE ARE THE WORDS OF THE 
SHECHINAH TO ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

654. To the spirit, RAZIEL, were given all the secrets of the high 
souls, who awaken the need of love above and below together, 
NAMELY, MALE AND FEMALE, WHEN THEY RAISE MAYIN NUKVIN 
(FEMALE WATERS). These are the supernal souls, such as Rabbi 
Akiva and his companions, THE TEN MARTYRS, who did not bathe 
in the river of fire, like the rest of the souls who pass through it to 
bathe. THEY DID NOT NEED IT BECAUSE OF THEIR GREAT 
HOLINESS. We already explained that.
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655. The spirit RAZIEL let out twelve lights, that exist by the secret 
under that spirit. There are four high lights to the four directions, 
ruling over the four winds. To the south stands one supernal light, 
the right of the whole world, from which Yisrael begin to be united by 
the secret of the Faith. This is Michael, minister over the force of the 
supernal lights descending from the south, CHESED, where the light 
is strong.
 

 

656. Michael, the light of the right, is the great guardian, THE 
CARETAKER, of Yisrael. When the Other Side accuses and 
prosecutes Yisrael, Michael stands against him as counsel for the 
defense, AN ADVOCATE IN FAVOR of Yisrael, and they are saved 
from prosecution of the chief enemy of Yisrael.
 

 

657. Except at the time of the destruction of Jerusalem, when the 
sins multiplied, and Michael could not overcome the Other Side, 
because his pleadings were broken. Then, "He has drawn back His 
right hand from before the enemy" (Eichah 2:3).
 

 

658. To the north stands another light, whose duty is to nullify 
sentences of the fourth chamber. It gives THE NULLIFICATION to the 
chief in charge over the gate, where stand other chieftains of the 
side of defilement, waiting to take the sentence from the chief. 
Sometimes, the light of the north side executes the judgment 
ITSELF, and it is not given to the Other Side. For all the judgments 
executed by it ITSELF, can be mended, and the Holy One, blessed be 
He does kindness in such places, THOUGH THEY ARE OF THE LEFT.
 

 

659. HE EXPLAINS: Gabriel is the light of the north, and wherever he 
strikes there is Chesed, for Gabriel consists of two sides, and 
comprises both GVURAH AND CHESED. He therefore strikes, but 
with a healing effect. On this side there is the secret of the verse, "as 
a man chastens his son, so Hashem your Elohim chastens 
you" (Devarim 8:5). These are sufferings of love, including this and 
that side, GVURAH AND CHESED.
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660. To the east side there is another light, found in all that pertains 
to healing. It presents before the Holy One, blessed be He all those 
who were forgotten in their beds of sickness, AND NOT HEALED IN 
TIME, in order to bring nearer the time and end of their illness, for 
they were perfected in their Faith, MEANING THAT THE 
SICKNESSES KEEP THE TIME ALLOTTED TO THEM BY FAITH, AND 
DO NOT WANT TO LEAVE EARLIER. AND IT ASKS THEM TO LEAVE 
BEFORE THEIR TIME IS DUE. The light goes about the world every 
day to perfect the medicine at the command of its Master. This light 
is named Raphael. IT IS HIM, though we stated that RAPHAEL is of 
the west side, and grasps this and that side, the side of Michael and 
the side of Gabriel, BEING OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN, TIFERET, 
COMPRISING THE TWO COLUMNS, RIGHT AND LEFT, WHICH ARE 
MICHAEL AND GABRIEL.
 

 

661. This is the chieftain whose charge it is, when a man is 
sentenced to remain alive, in the fourth chamber, to hasten the 
medicine. This medicine comes through distress, FOR UNLESS HE 
WERE ILL, HE WOULD NOT HAVE NEEDED MEDICINE, and since it 
comes out of the two sides, CHESED AND JUDGMENT. This 
distress, THE ILLNESS, comes out of the left, and the medicine of 
the right side. Therefore the sick, when healing is sent to him, it 
comes out of great distress.
 

 

662. So it is on the west side, THAT THE MEDICINE COMES ALSO 
FROM THE WEST SIDE, BECAUSE THE WEST IS MALCHUT 
INCLUDING ALL THE LIGHTS OF THE THREE COLUMNS, AS WAS 
SAID. Though we said that Raphael is of the east side, and we stated 
that he is ALSO of the west, NEVERTHELESS healing and life come 
only from the east side, but, thence life is drawn downward 
TOWARDS MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE WEST SIDE.
  

663. On the side of the west, there is one light called 'Nuriel', which 
is Uriel. It consists of them all, and acts as a messenger on every 
matter. FOR WEST IS MALCHUT INCLUDING ALL THE THREE 
COLUMNS. It has three sides, NAMELY, THREE COLUMNS, but they 
are actually two, since each comprises the other, MEANING THAT 
THERE ARE MAINLY THE RIGHT COLUMN AND THE LEFT COLUMN, 
AND THE CENTRAL COLUMN IS BUT THE COMBINATION OF THE 
TWO COLUMNS AND DOESN'T ADD TO THEM. SO THERE ARE 
REALLY NOT MORE THAN TWO COLUMNS. They are the four 
foundations, THE THREE COLUMNS AND THE RECEIVING 
MALCHUT, lower than the four foundations of the world IN BINAH, 
which are superior to the rest. Since they are all connected to each 
other, the verse says, "I went down into the garden of nuts to 
see" (Shir Hashirim 6:11), ALLUDING TO THE FRUIT OF THE NUT, 
WHICH IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR INTERCONNECTED PARTS.
 

 

664. These twelve lights are within the spirit RAZIEL, about whom we 
said he is in perfection above them. THE EXPLANATION IS THAT 
beneath the four supernal lights, IN THE FOUR RISING SPIRITS, 
MICHAEL, GABRIEL, RAPHAEL AND URIEL, there are eight other 
lights, in order to achieve perfection, for together they are one 
wholeness, and when they expand, they are three on each side.
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665. The function of the four pillars, THE FOUR SAID LIGHTS, is to 
raise the chamber and unite it with a place called 'heaven', TIFERET 
OF ATZILUT, to connect the kissing together. Under them, many 
grades upon grades all come out of the four lower foundations, THE 
FOUR LIGHTS, MICHAEL, GABRIEL, RAPHAEL AND URIEL. Some go 
out from the aspect of water, WHICH IS CHESED, MICHAEL, others 
from the aspect of fire, WHICH IS GVURAH, GABRIEL, some from the 
aspect of air, WHICH IS TIFERET, RAPHAEL, and some from the 
aspect of earth, WHICH IS MALCHUT, URIEL.
 

 

666. We also learned, in the same manner, about the four who 
entered the orchard. They were all chosen for this place, to the four 
elements, each was drawn to his own place, the one to the aspect of 
fire, one to the side of water, one to the aspect of air, and one to the 
aspect of earth. They were all engraved EACH by his own element, 
when they entered, except the pious and whole who came from the 
right side, CHESED, clung to the right and ascended, NAMELY, 
RABBI AKIVA.
 

 

667. When he reached this place called 'the chamber of love', he 
clung to it with the desire of the heart. He said that this chamber 
should be joined with the chamber above, CHESED OF ATZILUT, 
with 'great love'. Then he became perfected in the secret of the Faith, 
and ascended to complete the small love, MALCHUT, by the great 
love, CHESED, properly. That is why he died with love, and his soul 
departed by that word, "And you shall love" (Devarim 6:5). Happy is 
his portion.
 

 

668. All the others went down, each and every one, and were 
punished by the element to which they descended. Elisha went down 
by the left side, THE ELEMENT OF fire, NAMELY, GVURAH. He 
descended and never went up, and met the Other Side called 'a 
strange El'. Repentance was withheld from him, and he was 
expelled, since he was attached to him. Therefore, he was called 'an 
other,' as we already explained.
 

 

669. Ben Azai went down by the element of earth, WHICH 
CORRESPONDS TO MALCHUT. Before he reached the burning fire 
within the earth, NAMELY, THE JUDGMENT IN IT, which touches the 
Other Side, he was drowned by the earth and died. It is written about 
this, "Precious in the sight of Hashem is the death of His pious 
ones" (Tehilim 116:15), MEANING THAT HE DIED PIOUS, WITHOUT 
TOUCHING JUDGMENT.
  

670. Ben Zoma descended by the element of air, CORRESPONDING 
TO TIFERET, and met a spirit that reaches the side of defilement, 
called "evil hindrance" (I Melachim 5:18). It therefore hurt him, but 
did not settle in him, AND HE WAS HURT. None was saved from 
punishment. Upon this said Solomon, "There is a vanity which is 
done upon the earth; that there are just men, to whom it happens 
according to the deeds of the wicked" (Kohelet 8:14). They were 
punished for going down these grades, MEANING THAT THEY 
DREW THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH FROM ABOVE 
DOWNWARDS, WHICH IS CALLED 'DESCENT'.
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671. Come and see: Since Rabbi Akiva went up, NAMELY, HE DREW 
THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH FROM BELOW UPWARD, 
properly, therefore, he came in peace and left in peace. David asked 
a question, which remained unexplained. It is written, "from men, by 
Your hand, Hashem, from men whose portion in life is of the 
world" (Tehilim 17:14). He asked why there are righteous amongst 
those who were killed in the world. They were meritorious and never 
committed sin, to be punished for it. Come and see: The verse, "from 
men, by Your hand, Hashem, from men (Heb. metim) whose portion 
in life is of the world" points at two ways OF DEATH (HEB. MITAH); 
"by Your hand, Hashem" and "the world." The first one refers to the 
Holy One, blessed be He, to whom the soul is gathered. "From men...
of the world (Heb. cheled)" refers to the Other Side, who has control 
over the body, as it is written, "I shall behold man no more with the 
inhabitants of the world" (Heb. chedel) (Yeshayah 38:11), 
REFERRING TO THOSE WHO DWELL UNDER THE OTHER SIDE 
CALLED GRAVE (HEB. CHEDEL).
 

 

672. Come and see: The souls of THE TEN MARTYRS complemented 
the Holy Spirit, ZEIR ANPIN OF ATZILUT, for they had ten proper 
spirits from below, CORRESPONDING TO THE TEN SFIROT OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, and their bodies were given over to the evil kingdom. Each 
took his share, JUST AS in the mystery of the sacrifices.
 

 

673. Come and see: The start of the beginning of the Faith, KETER, 
within thought, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH, struck the strong spark OF 
THE SECRET OF BINAH. There came up a thought, MEANING THAT 
BINAH WENT UP TO CHOCHMAH AND THEY JOINED, and they 
emitted sparks, THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH FROM WITHIN 
THOUGHT. It threw sparks to 320 directions, and separated the 
refuse from thought, to be purified. And it was separated.
  

674. In the same manner, CONCERNING THE TEN MARTYRS, it came 
up in thought, as the refuse was separated. NAMELY, THAT WAS 
SORT OF THE BREAKING OF THE VESSELS, AND THEREFORE THE 
SOULS, WHO ARE THE LIGHTS, WENT UP TO ZEIR ANPIN, AND THE 
VESSELS, THE BODIES, WERE DELIVERED TO THE OTHER SIDE, 
THE EVIL KINGDOM. Some were selected, with whom to complement 
whoever needed a complement, MEANING THAT THE SOULS WERE 
SELECTED AS MAYIN NUKVIN (FEMALE WATERS) TO ZEIR ANPIN, 
THAT IS COMPLEMENTED BY THEM. Assuredly, when it rose, it rose 
into thought, NAMELY, THEY DREW THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH FROM THOUGHT WHICH IS CHOCHMAH. Everything is 
as it ought to be, joy on this side, FOR THE ASCENSION OF SOULS, 
and sadness on that side, FOR THE BODIES WERE DELIVERED TO 
THE OTHER SIDE.
 

 

675. It is written, "So I commend mirth, because a man has no better 
thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry, for 
that shall accompany him in his labor during the days of his life, 
which the Elohim gives him under the sun" (Kohelet 8:15). HE ASKS 
REGARDING "So I commend mirth," could it be that King Solomon 
praises that, NAMELY, TO EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY? HE 
ANSWERS: "So I commend mirth" refers to the rejoicing in the Holy 
King, while He rules, on Shabbat and holidays, in all the good deeds 
men do, "because a man has no better thing under the sun, than to 
eat, and to drink" and to demonstrate the joy of that side OF 
HOLINESS, so he will have a portion in the World to Come.
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676. "For that shall accompany him in his labor" (Ibid.): HE ASKS: 
WHO WILL ACCOMPANY HIM? AND HE ANSWERS: The Holy One, 
blessed be He will accompany him and show him into the World to 
Come. Another explanation about the meaning of "accompany (Heb. 
yilvenu)." IT MEANS THAT when a man eats, drinks, and is merry, all 
his expenses for food and drink, he will lend (Heb. yalvenu) as a loan 
to the Holy One, blessed be He, AND THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE 
HE will give him twice his expenses FOR SHABBAT AND HOLIDAYS. 
With these, man lends two to the Holy One, blessed be He: ONE, his 
pity for the poor, TWO, his expenses for Shabbat and holidays, for 
he lends all to the Holy One, blessed be He, as said, "He that gives 
graciously to the poor, makes a loan to Hashem, and that which he 
has given He will pay him back" (Mishlei 19:17).
 

 

677. For that reason, this, HOLINESS is joy and that, THE OTHER 
SIDE is sadness. This is good and that is bad. This is the Garden of 
Eden and that is Gehenom. All this, HOLINESS, is the opposite of 
that, THE OTHER SIDE. Therefore, the body OF THE TEN MARTYRS 
was sad FOR IT WAS KILLED, and the soul rejoices, BECAUSE IT 
WENT TO CLEAVE TO THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE. When 
those called 'the ten martyrs' WERE KILLED, were killed by the Other 
Side, they complemented another place of holiness. For that reason, 
all is known before the Holy One, blessed be He, and is well done.
 

 

678. In this chamber there are twelve lights, four above, and eight 
with them. Each OF THE FOUR takes two with it, as in the 
arrangement of the standards. This arrangement goes on downward 
to the end of all the grades. IT IS CONSIDERED THAT THERE ARE 
THREE ASPECTS TO EACH OF THE FOUR SFIROT, CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT.
 

 

679. Into this chamber come all the prayers, and all the desires in the 
praises, uttered with love. When they enter this chamber, they all 
cleave to it. Every day, and when the kisses are united, it is the time 
when the Holy One, blessed be He takes delight in the souls of the 
righteous. The delight is that the kisses TO THE RIGHTEOUS are 
awakened, which preceded that delight, that is mentioned in, "then 
shall you delight yourself in Hashem" (Yeshayah 58:14), as we 
explained.
 

 

680. This chamber comprises all the lower chambers, and they are 
included in it. The first chamber, THE SAPPHIRE STONE, where 
stands the spirit STAT'URIYAH that we mentioned and all the living 
creatures, is supported by two pillars on the east side, two pillars on 
the south side, two pillars on the west side, and two pillars on the 
north side. Altogether there are eight pillars, called 'the pegs of the 
Tabernacle'. They stand outside.
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681. When the Supernal King comes, these pegs travel, uprooted 
from their place, and from the strings TO WHICH THEY WERE 
BOUND, which are other eight beside the pegs. The first spirit in that 
chamber, STAT'URIYAH, hastens to come in and be included in that 
second spirit OF THE CHAMBER, ADIRIYAH.
 

 

682. The two pillars on the east side, the one is called 'Kar'iel', which 
is in charge outside over twelve thousand officers, all named the 
pegs of the Tabernacle. This is on the right. The one on the left is 
called 'Sham'iel', in charge over twelve thousand other officers, that 
are pegs as well. The pillars in charge over the south side, one of 
them is called 'Sa'adiel', and the other Stariel. Each is appointed over 
the twelve thousand other officers, who are always under their sway.
 

 

683. They are all in charge over the maintenance of the world. They 
weigh upon the scales males and females, to marry them. They are 
called 'scales', upon which it is written, "to be laid in the 
balance" (Tehilim 62:10); it is not written of them "just 
balances" (Vayikra 19:36), of which we spoke before. All those who 
were weighed, unless the one weighs more than the other, mount 
and come together. This is the joining of male and female together. 
Upon this says the verse, "to be laid in the balance (lit. 'scales to 
mount')" though it sometimes happens that the one weighs more 
than the other, nevertheless they mount and become one, as we 
already explained.
 

 

684. The two pillars on the north side ARE CALLED 'Pat'chiel and 
Atariel'. Each one is in charge over twelve thousand other officers, 
the pegs of the Tabernacle, LIKE THE OTHER ONES WE 
MENTIONED. These chieftains, the two pillars on the west side, are 
Pedatiel and Tumiha'el, each in charge over twelve thousand other 
officers, all pegs of the Tabernacle, like we said.
 

 

685. They shed tears over all those who divorce their first wives, 
because the Seven Benedictions UTTERED UNDER THE CHUPAH, 
which were given to her, were gone and did not endure since she 
was divorced, for husband and wife did not cleave together. 
Therefore, they all shed tears, for the divorce shows that these 
Seven Benedictions were as if gone from another place, NAMELY, 
FROM UPPER MALCHUT, TO WHICH THE WOMAN BELOW 
CORRESPONDS. At that time a voice resounds, saying, "Where is 
the bill of your mother's divorcement, with which I have put her 
away?" (Yeshayah 50:1)
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686. The second chamber we mentioned, THE VERY HEAVEN, 
includes the first chamber, THE SAPPHIRE STONE, to become one 
with it, together with all the living creatures THERE. It too has eight 
pillars like the first ones IN THE FIRST CHAMBER, each in charge 
over twelve thousand other officers, like the first ones. Two pillars 
are to the east, two pillars to the south, two pillars to the north, and 
two pillars to the west.
 

 

687. The two pillars to the east are called 'Yehadaniel' and 
'Gezuriyah', and they have twelve thousand officers beneath them, 
all of them pegs. The two pillars to the south, Ahariel and Barhiel, 
each is in charge over twelve thousand like the first ones.
 

 

688. These are in charge over birth. They take the sounds uttered by 
women and put them in the entrance to the chamber. When the Other 
Side comes to denounce, it is a time of danger. They stand and 
usher in the sounds to the chief in charge over the gate, and the 
Other Side cannot prosecute. Sometimes, BECAUSE OF A WOMANS 
SINS, the Other Side hastens and comes in to accuse, then he might 
cause harm.
 

 

689. The two pillars to the north, Chalchaliel and Kraspiha'el, are 
each appointed over twelve thousand others. On the west are 
Sugadyah and Gedaryah, appointed over twelve thousand other.
 

 

690. These are in charge over the blood of the covenant. When the 
baby is circumcised at the eighth day, they take the blood and put it 
in front of the chamber. When wrath is aroused over the world, the 
Holy One, blessed be He looks at that blood, and the Other Side is 
not given permission to enter there.
 

 

691. Come and see: When a man is circumcised at the eighth day, 
Shabbat has ALREADY dwelt upon him, WITHIN THE EIGHT DAYS. It 
is the holy Malchut. When the Other Side sees the foreskin, which is 
cut and thrown outside, his portion from that offering, THEN THE 
OTHER SIDE is broken and cannot have power over him or 
denounce him, and becomes an advocate of Yisrael before the Holy 
One, blessed be He.
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692. The third chamber, BRIGHTNESS, awaits to be included and 
joined by the second chamber, THE VERY HEAVEN, and the spirit 
and all the living creatures in it are all united and joined together, 
and become one spirit which combines the one in the other. It too 
has eight pillars turned towards the four directions, all called 'the 
pegs of the Tabernacle'. Two pillars are to the south, Shachniel, 
Azuzyah. Two pillars are to the east, Yehodiyah, Azriel. Each stands 
upon twelve thousand other officers, all called 'the pegs of the 
Tabernacle'.
 

 

693. They are in charge over the utterances of children who study 
the Torah, with which to sustain the world. They take the utterance 
and raise it up, and each utterance of the children who study the 
Torah, turns into one spirit, which rises upward to be bedecked by a 
holy crown, and is appointed a guardian of the world. And so the 
rest of them.
 

 

694. The two pillars on the north side are Azpiel, Ktatariha'el. They 
are each in charge over twelve thousand officers. The two pillars on 
the west are Asisaniyah, Adiririyah, each appointed over twelve 
thousand other officers, as we said.
 

 

695. Their duty is to announce throughout the firmaments the names 
of those who prevent their sons from studying the Torah, and detain 
them from being occupied in it. Then all the officers declare, 'Woe to 
so-and-so who prevented his son from studying the Torah. Woe to 
him, for he perishes in this world and in the World to Come'.
 

 

696. The fourth chamber has much light. It is surrounded by 32 
supernal pegs, and five hundred thousand other chiefs are under 
them. The other four are superior to them all, all of them pegs of this 
chamber. These four are Chasdiha'el, Kasiriyah, Kedum'iyah and 
Dahariel. They are in charge over the rest, and all the rest are 
appointed under them.
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697. Through them Judgment is made known so it may be executed 
in the world. Of these says the verse, "the sentence by word of the 
holy ones" (Daniel 4:14). The armies in charge over Judgment come 
to these four, to ask how the world was sentenced. This refers to all 
the verdicts never committed to writing, which concern the survival 
of the world. FOR THAT REASON THEY DO NOT KNOW, and 
therefore come to ask them. That is why they are all appointed over 
that.
 

 

698. The other 32 are appointed over those who study the Torah 
incessantly, and never stop by day or by night. The others beneath 
them are in charge over those who set regular times for study of the 
Torah. The duty of them all is to punish those who could have 
studied the Torah but did not.
 

 

699. In the chamber LOVE stand 365 chiefs like the number of days 
in a year. Above them there are four supernal pillars: Krashiha'el, 
Sartiha'el, Asiriyah and Kadmiel. They are called 'the pegs of this 
chamber'.
 

 

700. Their duty is to gladden the world. A soul is added from 
Shabbat eve to Shabbat eve, and when it comes out, they come out 
with it, and remove from Yisrael all sadness and labor, bitterness, 
and anger. These are those who gladden the world.
 

 

701. All those beneath those four, are all appointed to nullify the 
verdict of the accusers, and from those punished in Gehenom. 
Therefore, all the pegs rejoice, and are produced out of rejoicing, 
and all the chambers ascend and adorn themselves above, as we 
learned.
 

 

702. The sixth chamber is over all the lower chambers. There are a 
hundred others standing outside THE CHAMBER, called 'pegs' like 
the others. There are a hundred to the right and a hundred to the left.
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703. There are two supernal chiefs on the right side, and two other 
chiefs on the left side. Those of the right are Malkiel, Shmayah'el. 
Those of the left are called 'Misarsaniyah' and 'Tzaftzafiyah'. These 
are the supernal pegs, to the right and to the left.
 

 

704. They stand ready in the world, and when it is time for a 
righteous man to pass away from the world, and the Other Side is 
given permission, they stand there, so his soul will leave with a kiss, 
and not be pained by the sway of the Other Side. Happy are the 
righteous in this world and in the World to Come, whose Master 
hastens to have them under the rule OF THE FOUR, so they will be 
watched in this world and in the World to Come.
 

 

705. From this chamber all the mysteries and upper and lower 
grades begin to be united, so all will be complete above and below, 
and all will be one, in one unity, and the Holy Name will be united as 
it should be, so the supernal abundance will illuminate the lower 
one, and all the candles will burn as one, and not separately. Then 
abundance flows from the one, who is not known nor revealed, so 
that everything will get closer and join each other, and the whole will 
be united properly.
 

 

706. Happy is the portion of whoever knows the secret of his Master, 
to know Him properly. They eat their share of this world, and the 
World to Come. Of this says the verse, "Behold, My servants shall 
eat" (Yeshayah 65:13). Happy are the righteous who are occupied in 
the Torah day and night, for they know the ways of the Holy One, 
blessed be He, and know well how to effect the holy unison. For 
whoever knows how to unite the Holy Name wholly, as ought, happy 
is he in this world and in the World to Come.
 

 

707. The connection between all the chambers is made here, IN THIS 
CHAMBER, when one spirit clings to another, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF KISSING, the lower SPIRIT to the upper SPIRIT. By these 
kisses the spirit below rises to cleave to the spirit above, and when 
spirit cleaves to spirit, the supernal, concealed spirit, BINAH, hovers 
about the spirit in the middle, TIFERET, CALLED 'JACOB'. As long 
as there is no arousal for the spirits to unite, the upper spirit, BINAH, 
does not dwell upon the middle spirit, TIFERET THAT IS CALLED 
'JACOB'.
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708. The mystery is that when one spirit joins another, then there are 
kisses so they will be united, and the rest of the organs, NAMELY, 
THE OTHER ASPECTS OF THE CHAMBER, are awakened with 
longing. The spirits cling together and all the organs are aroused to 
be connected between them, to connect one organ with another.
 

 

709. You may ask, who bestirs the lower organs or the upper organs 
TO JOIN EACH OTHER? HE ANSWERS: The lower organs are always 
aroused to be with the upper ones. Whoever is in the dark, always 
longs to be in the light. The black flame below is always aroused to 
be with the white flame above, to cling to and dwell beneath it. This 
is the secret of the verse, "Do not keep silence, Elohim; do not hold 
Your peace, and be still, El" (Tehilim 83:2).
 

 

710. When Jacob, TIFERET, received the sixth chamber, he was 
named by the whole Holy Name Vav-Yud Hei Vav Hei. You may say, 
that this name is absolutely complete. This is not so. When all the 
chambers finish joining together, everything is called 'Yud Hei Vav 
Hei' Elohim, which is an absolutely complete name. This is a 
completely whole name. Before the chambers are united, it was not 
called by that complete name. When they join each other, everything 
is complete above and below, and the light high above, WHICH IS 
BINAH, flows down to dwell upon everything, and everything is 
bound together, to become one.
 

 

711. The secret of the matter: Jacob took four wives and included 
them within him. Though we explained it through another mystery, 
NAMELY, that he stands between two worlds OF ATZILUT, CALLED 
'RACHEL AND LEAH'; NEVERTHELESS, the secret of the whole 
matter is that when Jacob took this chamber, the sixth one, he 
included in it these four women, who were four angels, all attached 
to this chamber. These are the four sources of the rivers, as it is 
written, "and from thence it was parted, and branched into four 
streams" (Beresheet 2:10). These four branches are the four women 
Jacob married, who took this chamber.
 

 

712. Then this chamber was named Vav-Yud Hei Vav Hei, when it is 
for the good, as it is written, "And Hashem went before them by 
day" (Shemot 13:21), "And Hashem said, 'Shall I hide from 
Abraham'" (Beresheet 18:17). When Isaac was united with the 
chamber of the court house, called 'the chamber of merit', then 
everything was called 'Vav-Yud Hei Vav Hei', so the wicked will be 
punished, as it is written, "And Hashem rained upon 
S'dom" (Beresheet 19:24). All that pertains to one mystery, as should 
be.
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713. When Jacob received this chamber, everything was considered 
a complete desire. This is a time of goodwill. From now on, the 
chambers start to join and unite with each other. And though we 
learned THAT THE ORDER OF UNISON IS south-east, MEANING 
THAT ONE DRAWS FROM SOUTH, CHESED, EASTWARD, TOWARD 
TIFERET, FOR SOUTH IS THE MAIN ONE. YET HERE IT IS SAID 
THAT TIFERET IS THE MAIN ONE, AND THAT IT PRECEDES 
CHESED, THE SIXTH CHAMBER. HE ANSWERS: All is one, because 
here one spirit is attached to the other, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
KISSING, IN WHICH TIFERET IS PRINCIPAL AND IS HIGHER THAN 
CHESED, YET THERE LIES THE SECRET OF EMBRACING; 
THEREFORE, CHESED IS MORE VALUABLE. THIS IS THE SECRET 
OF THE VERSE, "THE BLESSINGS OF YOUR FATHER (THE SECRET 
OF TIFERET) ARE POTENT ABOVE THE BLESSINGS OF MY 
PROGENITORS (WHICH ARE CHESED AND GVURAH)" (BERESHEET 
49:26), FOR THROUGH MANY BLESSINGS AND KISSINGS IT 
BECAME MORE VALUABLE THAN CHESED AND GVURAH, AND 
WAS CONSIDERED ABOVE THEM.
 

 

714. Here lies the beginning of Abraham, who is of the right, 
NAMELY, CHESED OF ZEIR ANPIN, called 'great love', as we said. 
And he received the chamber called 'love', NAMELY, THE FIFTH 
CHAMBER. Then, "your breasts (Heb. shadayim) were 
firm" (Yechezkel 16:7), REFERRING TO THE NAME 'SHADAI' and 
filled with goodness to sustain and nourish all from here. And when 
the breasts were firm and filled by the supernal love, then this 
chamber was called 'El Shadai', as we said. And by this the world 
found supply when it was created, because when the world was 
created, it could not exist, and did not endure, until this chamber 
was revealed, that Abraham took. When Abraham was seen in this 
chamber, the world said enough, (Heb. dai) for there is supply 
ENOUGH to sustain and nourish the world. It was therefore called 'El 
Shadai', WHICH MEANS El in whom there is enough (Heb. shedai).
 

 

715. The Holy One, blessed be He will fill and repair it in the future, 
as it is written, "that you may suck, and be satisfied with the breast 
of her consolations; that you may drink deeply, and be delighted 
with the abundance of her glory" (Yeshayah 66:11). "The breast of 
her consolations" and "the abundance of her glory" are all in this 
chamber. Then, at that time, it is written, "Who would have said to 
Abraham, that Sarah should give children suck?" (Beresheet 21:7), 
for sucking depends upon Abraham, WHO IS CHESED.
 

 

716. Isaac is at the left of the Holy One, blessed be He, whence all 
the Judgments in the world are awakened. He is the left arm, the 
source of every Judgment, whence they are awakened. From there 
he takes the Judgment called 'merit', WHICH IS THE FOURTH 
CHAMBER, to bind all the Judgments together so they will be in one 
knot, since Isaac is the Judgment above IN ZEIR ANPIN, where all 
the Judgments are listed.
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717. Here the Holy Name Elohim is written, for there is a living 
Elohim high above, concealed to all, WHICH IS BINAH, and there is 
Elohim, the celestial court, GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN, and there is 
Elohim, that is the terrestrial court, WHICH IS MALCHUT. This is the 
meaning of the verse, "verily there is Elohim who judges in the 
earth" (Tehilim 58:12). The upper Elohim, the secret of a living 
Elohim, BINAH, comprises the lower beings, so all is one.
 

 

718. In this chamber Isaac is awakened, GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN, 
together with the 72 lights included in him, for all the sentences in 
the world below were pronounced by him, as it is written, "This 
matter is by the decree of the watchers (Aramaic irin)" (Daniel 4:14). 
Why are ALL THE DECREES AND JUDGMENTS called 'irin'? 
Because they all dwell in this city, "the city (Heb. ir) of the Hashem 
Tzeva'ot...the city of our Elohim" (Tehilim 48:9). All the chambers 
above, each is called 'city', as it is written, "a watcher (Heb. ir) and a 
holy one" (Daniel 4:20). These cities stand inside the chamber 
CALLED 'IR'. SINCE they are in 'ir', they are called 'irin'.
 

 

719. This chamber is included in Isaac. Everything is in the chamber 
of Abraham, THE FIFTH CHAMBER, because the right, CHESED, is 
included in the left, GVURAH. Come and see: Each comprises its 
fellow CHAMBER. We already explained that this is the reason why 
Abraham sacrificed Isaac, to make Judgment, ISAAC, a part of 
himself, and to include the left within the right, and cause the right to 
have power over the left.
 

 

720. Therefore, the Holy One, blessed be He commanded Abraham to 
offer his son as sacrifice to Judgment, and to overpower him. He did 
not command Isaac to be sacrificed, but commanded Abraham, SO 
THAT ABRAHAM, CHESED, WILL COMPRISE ISAAC, WHO IS 
JUDGMENT. Therefore, the one is found to consist of Judgment, and 
the other Chesed. And all is one, once they were included in each 
other. So the lower chambers were included in the upper.
 

 

721. When Isaac received this chamber, everything was sentenced in 
a good way, NAMELY, Judgment tempered with merit. Therefore, a 
man who judges should give the verdict according to merit. This is 
the high secret of the wholeness of justice, for there is no wholeness 
to justice, only with merit. Without it there is no perfection. 
Judgment with merit conveys the wholeness of Faith, reflecting the 
upper one.
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722. On the day of Rosh Hashanah, when Judgment is aroused in the 
world, it behooves Yisrael below to awaken compassion through the 
Shofar, which reflects the high mystery, as already stated. And they 
should temper justice with merit, WHICH IS CHESED. For when 
Judgment is tempered with merit, all is in unison, and there is 
perfection above and below, and "iniquity stops her mouth" (Iyov 
5:16), and has no permission to accuse or denounce in the world. 
Then all is in a proper unison. Judgment without merit is no 
Judgment.
 

 

723. This concerns Yisrael, who temper Judgment with merit. But the 
rest of the nations do not have Judgment of merit. Therefore, it is 
forbidden for us to administer justice in their courts, for they have 
no part in our side of the Faith, as it is written, "He has not dealt so 
with any other nation and as for His ordinances they have not known 
them" (Tehilim 147:20). On the side of Yisrael, whoever judges 
without taking merit into account is a sinner, because he lessens the 
secret of the Faith, and turns aside to the place where there is 
Judgment without merit, NAMELY, THE OTHER SIDE.
 

 

724. Come and see: When the members of the Sanhedrin started to 
deal with criminal laws, they had to open with a merit, in order to 
temper Judgment with merit. Moreover, they were called to sentence 
from the house of merit, NAMELY, THE SECRET OF THE 
SANHEDRIN IS IN THE CHAMBER OF MERIT. Therefore, they tried to 
start with a merit, and when they so start with the lesser one OF THE 
SANHEDRIN, later the Judgment was completed by the most 
prominent OF THE SANHEDRIN, so merit will be included within 
justice. This one above, and that one below. Judgment with merit is 
the wholeness of justice, for without each other there is no 
wholeness. Therefore, Isaac and Rivkah were as one, the one 
Judgment, and the other mercy, and together they constitute 
wholeness. ISAAC IS JUDGMENT, AND RIVKAH IS MERIT. Happy is 
the portion of Yisrael, for the Holy One, blessed be He gave them a 
whole Torah, so they may walk in the path of truth, reflecting THE 
LIGHTS OF above.
 

 

725. Come and see: They did not judge, only with merit. They first 
looked at the good deeds, to include them together. The Sanhedrin 
looked well at the merits and at the prosecution, to combine them, 
so the Other Side will not rule. Wherever there is no merit, the Other 
Side abides, called 'guilt'. THE OTHER SIDE then joins the Judgment 
and gets stronger, this is called 'a sentence of guilt'.
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726. Therefore, on Rosh Hashanah, we should temper Judgment with 
merit, so guilt will not have the upper hand. Hence, we must let 
Judgment and merit be together, so they may become one whole. 
For when the Other Side, WHICH IS GUILT, rules, there is no 
perfection, only accusation. This resembles the accusation FROM 
WHICH ARE DRAWN four deaths. But when the side of merit rules, 
all is wholeness, "peace and truth" (II Melachim 20: 19), "love and 
compassion" (Tehilim 103:4).
 

 

727. When the Other Side is connected with Judgment, it has power, 
by accusation, over the four capital punishments decreed by court: 
stoning, burning, decapitation, and strangulation. All of them are 
under the sway of the evil prosecutor: stoning, because THE OTHER 
SIDE is "a stone of stumbling" (Yeshayah 8:14); burning, because he 
is "a rock of offense" (Ibid.), a strong fire; decapitation is a "sword 
shall devour flesh" (Devarim 32:42). Assuredly it shall devour flesh, 
for it rules over flesh, it is THE OTHER SIDE, CALLED "the end of all 
flesh" (Beresheet 6:13). Strangulation, for the curse of Elohim is 
upon the strangulation, upon the hanged, THE SECRET OF THE 
VERSE, "FOR HE THAT IS HANGED IS ACCURSED OF 
ELOHIM" (DEVARIM 21:23). We explained that nothing remained IN 
HIM, WHO IS HANGED, save the flesh, BECAUSE THE SOUL LEFT IT, 
and the curse of Elohim is upon the flesh, which is dark poison. 
Hence, HOLINESS brings good, AND THE OTHER SIDE brings evil.
 

 

728. It behooves Yisrael, who have the secret of the Faith, to take 
heed that the side of the Faith will be in ascendancy, and that the 
Other Side will not be given place to exercise his power. They are 
happy in this world and in the World to Come. It is written of them, 
"your people also shall be all righteous..." (Yeshayah 60:21).
 

 

729. The prophets, the supernal sides, the two thighs NETZACH AND 
HOD, who support the Holy Torah, TIFERET, receive the chambers 
where the two spirits, brightness and splendor, abide. THESE ARE 
THE THIRD CHAMBER, THE CHAMBER OF BRIGHTNESS, AND THE 
SECOND CHAMBER, THE VERY HEAVEN. These are the thighs 
below, IN BRIYAH, that support the chambers above called 'the Oral 
Law', NAMELY, MALCHUT OF ATZILUT. As there are struts to the 
Torah, the Written Law, so there are pillars supporting the Oral Law, 
MALCHUT, which include each other. When the two struts below, 
BRIGHTNESS AND SPLENDOR, are connected with the upper 
CHAMBERS, IN MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, the aspect of prophecy is 
impressed upon them. This is a vision, a sort of prophecy.
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730. All the seers are nourished from here, FROM THE CHAMBERS 
OF BRIGHTNESS AND SPLENDOR, INCLUDED IN THE CHAMBERS 
OF MALCHUT, from above IN NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, 
they suck prophecy, and from below, MALCHUT, vision. Therefore, 
high and low reflect each other, MEANING THAT PROPHECY IS LIKE 
A VISION, AND VISION IS LIKE PROPHECY. When NETZACH AND 
HOD, BRIGHTNESS AND SPLENDOR are united with each other, the 
Holy Name Tzevaot (lit. 'armies') rules over this place, since all the 
holy armies are here, all named after the aspect of prophecy, 
because visions and dreams are of the side of prophecy.
 

 

731. We say that within the sign of the Holy Covenant, NAMELY, 
YESOD, the name TZEVAOT dwells, for all the armies come out of 
this sign, YESOD. Nevertheless, the thighs, which stand out OF THE 
BODY, are also named TZEVAOT. They are called 'Baraithas', WHICH 
MEANS 'EXTERNALS', because the Baraitha is outside the Mishnah, 
and the Mishnah stands upon the Baraitha, NAMELY, THE 
BARAITHA EXPLAINS THE MISHNAH, AND THE BARAITHAS are 
called 'the thighs OF THE MISHNAH', external chambers, the same 
as NETZACH AND HOD above, STANDING OUTSIDE THE BODY OF 
THE FACE.
  

732. The Mishnah is a mystery, found inside, because one learns the 
essence of things from there. So the Tannaim OF THE MISHNAH 
ARE OF THE INTERNAL PART. This is the secret meaning of the 
verse, "I would lead you, and bring you into the house of my mother, 
that you may instruct me" (Shir Hashirim 8:2). "The house of my 
mother" refers to the Holy of Holies, WHICH IS YESOD OF MALCHUT 
OF ATZILUT, CORRECTED BY THE ASPECT OF YESOD OF IMA, 
THEREFORE CALLED "THE HOUSE OF MY MOTHER", THE INNER 
PART OF MALCHUT. "That you may instruct me" refers to the secret 
of the Mishnah, NAMELY, when the river that is drawn and comes 
out, YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, from the Holy of Holies, then "you will 
instruct me," MEANING THAT YOU WILL GIVE FROM YOUR BOUNTY 
TO ME. This is the inner reason WHY MALCHUT is called 
'Mishnah' (lit. 'second'), BECAUSE SHE IS SECOND TO ZEIR ANPIN, 
IN THE SECRET OF THE UNION, as it is written, "a copy of this 
Torah" (Devarim 17:18).
 

 

733. When she is drawn outside, she is called 'Baraitha', WHICH 
MEANS EXTERNAL. The two thighs are Baraithas, NAMELY, 
EXTERNALS. This mystery of mysteries is not to be revealed, 
because the secret is passed solely to most high wise men. Woe if it 
is revealed, BECAUSE THE WICKED WILL EXPLOIT IT, and woe if it 
is not revealed, BECAUSE THE RIGHTEOUS WILL LOSE IT, for this 
is one of the highest secrets, with which the Holy One, blessed be 
He leads the world.
  

734. The first Temple stood at the time of Solomon, and 
corresponded to the Supernal World, WHICH IS BINAH, AND BINAH 
is called 'the first Temple'. Everything came together in the Holy of 
Holies, where the sun is united with the moon, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN 
WITH MALCHUT. The supernal secrets were all in perfection, and the 
world was perfected. Afterwards, because of transgressions, the 
mysteries were drawn out of and rejected from the Holy of Holies. 
Once they were rejected towards the thighs, NETZACH AND HOD, 
they stood outside, and were called 'external chambers', and the 
Baraithas were needed FOR PEOPLE COULD NOT NOURISH FROM 
THE MISHNAH.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (161 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:51



1

735. At the time of the second Temple, YISRAEL were at the external 
chambers in the thighs. Some of them returned to sing in the Holy of 
Holies, of the second Temple, MALCHUT, FOR THE FIRST TEMPLE 
IS BINAH. Others stayed in the Baraitha outside, between the thighs. 
THOSE WHO RETURNED TO THE HOLY OF HOLIES, studied the 
Mishnah, and behaved according to its laws, NAMELY, ACCORDING 
TO THE TEACHING OF THE MISHNAH. This is the secret of the 
verse, "for out of Zion shall go forth Torah" (Yeshayah 2:3), ZION 
BEING THE INTERNAL PART OF MALCHUT, CALLED 'MISHNAH'.
 

 

736. Afterwards, because of transgressions, the second Temple was 
no more in ascendancy. It did not have the power of the first Temple, 
in which time there was always peace, because the King, who has 
peace, ZEIR ANPIN, was always in it, IN A NEVER ENDING UNION, 
and therefore there was peace. There was no such peace at the time 
of the second Temple, because the foreskin always brought 
accusations, and the priests were in readiness to denounce, 
NAMELY, TO CONDEMN this foreskin. And they needed that, in order 
to condemn through it THE OTHER SIDE, in order to protect the 
second Temple. All was in that secret properly.
 

 

737. Due to more transgression, the foreskin came to power, and 
YISRAEL were driven out of the second Temple, and descended into 
the rounded thighs, NETZACH AND HOD, and down, THROUGH 
BRIYAH until they came to dwell at the feet, IN ASIYAH. When they 
sat at the feet, NAMELY, SO THEY SHOULD CORRECT THEM, then 
"And His feet shall stand in that day..." (Zecharyah 14:4). And the 
world will behave in all matters according to the high mystery, as it 
should. And though they were rejected FROM THE INTERNAL PART, 
they were never left by it, and forever they will cling to it.
 

 

738. Whoever knows how to measure, by the measuring line, the 
distance between the thighs and the feet, may know the duration of 
the exile. This is a secret among the reapers of the field. All this is a 
high mystery. For that reason all the Baraithas, all the Tannaim and 
the Amoraim are in their proper places, the ones inside, and the 
others outside in the rounded thighs, WHICH ARE NETZACH AND 
HOD, and underneath the thighs. MALCHUT is called by all these, the 
Oral Law. Yisrael descended by them and were exiled AMONG THE 
NATIONS.
 

 

739. Then, when exile will be over by stretching the feet, SO THEY 
WILL BE CORRECTED, then "His feet shall stand in that day" and the 
spirit of defilement, named foreskin, shall be removed from the 
world. And Yisrael alone shall rule, as ought. Because the foreskin 
drew them down until then, and from now on, after the foreskin shall 
be cut and removed from the world, "Yisrael then shall dwell in 
safety alone; the fountain (also: 'eyes') of Jacob" (Devarim 33:28), 
NAMELY, in the fountain of Jacob WHICH IS MALCHUT, WHERE 
CHOCHMAH DWELLS, CALLED 'EYES', and there will be no accuser 
to prosecute them. Happy is the portion of Yisrael in this world and 
in the World to Come.
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740. Joseph the righteous, the pillar of the world, WHICH IS YESOD, 
took with permission the chamber that was hidden and treasured; 
the seventh chamber was under his authority. Though we said that 
the chamber of the sapphire stone was under his authority, and in it 
he is corrected, nevertheless, Come and see: From the prophets, 
whom we said to be united below, two grades are divided, vision and 
dream. They abide at the thighs, WHICH ARE NETZACH AND HOD. 
By the rounded thighs stands the vision, that which is called 'the 
little prophecy'. Underneath the thighs stands the dream, AT THE 
KNEES BELOW THE THIGHS; until feet will touch feet, NAMELY, THE 
FEET OF ATZILUT WILL BE ONE WITH THE FEET OF BRIYAH, 
YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH, FOR BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH 
WILL RETURN TO BE ATZILUT AND BE UPLIFTED TO PROPHECY 
AND VISION, and there, BELOW THE THIGHS stands the lower 
chamber called 'the sapphire stone'.
 

 

741. All THE JOINING TOGETHER of the thighs is in order to perfect 
them by one with another. All grades of prophecy come out of there 
to hover, and vision is made of them; then they hover about this 
place, THE SAPPHIRE STONE, and a dream is made from them. 
Joseph the Righteous, WHO IS YESOD, is the perfection of all; he 
receives all. Since everything is corrected through him, they all 
desire and long for him.
 

 

742. At the time when Joseph the Righteous, is ready to correct 
everything, he receives all, and joins his chamber. Then everybody 
above and below is awakened to receive the desire and wish, united 
by one desire and wholeness, that the higher and lower will rejoice 
by the one desire. All the lower beings are maintained by him. 
Therefore it is written, "but the righteous is an everlasting 
foundation" (Mishlei 10:25), for this is the foundation by which the 
world is sustained.
 

 

743. The chamber of the sapphire stone does not come into 
existence until Joseph the Righteous, YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, is 
ready. Once he is corrected, everyone else is also corrected. This is 
the secret of the building, MALCHUT, and about this says the verse, 
"and of the side, which Hashem Elohim has taken...He 
built" (Beresheet 2:22). It is not written, 'and He created,' nor 
'formed', BUT "BUILT," because it stands upon Yesod, and once the 
foundation is prepared, everything is built upon it. THEREFORE IT IS 
WRITTEN, "AND...HE BUILT." Thus everything is sustained BY 
YESOD, as we already explained.
 

 

744. Come and see: It is written, "and of the side, which Hashem 
Elohim has taken...He built." THIS MEANS THAT MALCHUT was at 
the back side OF ZEIR ANPIN, and He put it so she will again be face 
to face WITH ZEIR ANPIN. This is how we explained it. Also, "He 
built" means that He kept it in mind to raise her to the same grade, 
where the Supernal World dwells, WHICH IS BINAH, so they will be 
alike.
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745. We should explain more that "He built" means that THE 
EMANATOR looked to His sides and He made and directed the sides 
OF MALCHUT, so they would sow, and water, and beget offspring, 
and supply her with all her needs, as it ought to be. Then He 
"brought her" (Ibid.). HE ASKS: How DID HE BRING HER? AND HE 
ANSWERS: By this Righteous, NAMELY, YESOD, as it is written, "by 
this (REFERRING TO YESOD CALLED 'ZEH' - THIS) the girl would 
come to the king" (Ester 2:13). For He conducts everything, so it 
would rise, and be bedecked to perfection. From here comes THE 
STRENGTH TO prevent sins, from here comes the STRENGTH OF 
prevention of all unholy desires.
 

 

746. This is not so at the sixth chamber of the Other Side, where are 
found all the wicked pleasures and all kinds of inclinations towards 
the pleasures of this world. When this world is led by them, people 
fail to merit the World to Come, for they see the pleasures and 
desires the body takes delight in, and go whoring after them. This is 
as it is written, "the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food" (Beresheet 3:6), as all the desires and the pleasures of the 
world depend on it.
 

 

747. In the same manner, there are things the body delights in. They 
enter the body and not the soul. Some things the soul delights in, 
and not the body. Therefore, the grades are different from each 
other. Happy are the righteous who take the path of truth and keep 
themselves from that side, and cleave to the side of holiness.
 

 

748. In this chamber all the rest of the souls in the other chambers 
below are included. There are two names, which include the rest of 
the names. One of them, when the upper is joined with the lower, 
and Jacob receives his chamber through the kissing, in the upper 
secret, includes then all the other names and is called 'Yud Hei Vav 
Hei' Elohim. This is considered a full name, as we established. The 
other, when the foundation of the world, JOSEPH, joins its chamber, 
all are aroused with love and passion for it, and are included in it. 
Then it includes all other names and is called 'Yud Hei Vav Hei 
Tzevaot'. It is considered the whole Holy Name, but not whole as the 
other, YUD HEI VAV HEI ELOHIM.
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749. HE ASKS: What is the difference between them, BETWEEN 
JACOB AND JOSEPH? AND HE ANSWERS: The one, JACOB, WHO 
IS TIFERET CALLED 'BODY', the upper rules over the lower, body 
over body, AS TIFERET OF ATZILUT RULES OVER TIFERET OF THE 
CHAMBERS. BOTH ARE CONSIDERED THE PART OF THE BODY 
FROM THE CHEST UPWARD, BOTH ARE ASPECTS OF JACOB, as 
we said. And the other, JOSEPH, YESOD OF ATZILUT, rules from the 
final part of the body OF THE CHAMBERS, and downward, NAMELY, 
THEIR YESOD, THE CHAMBER OF THE SAPPHIRE STONE, and all 
that is underneath. This is the secret of the first Temple and the 
second Temple, THE FIRST CHAMBER IS THE SECRET OF MATING 
OF TIFERET AND MALCHUT FROM THE CHEST UP, AND THE 
SECOND CHAMBER IS THE SECRET OF MATING OF TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT FROM THE CHEST DOWN, THE ASPECT OF YESOD AND 
MALCHUT. For that reason, this chamber includes all the rest of the 
names below, as we explained. Therefore, these names, one goes up 
and the other goes down. THE LOWER GOES UP TO THE UPPER, 
AND THE UPPER DESCENDS TO THE LOWER. Happy are the 
righteous who know the ways of the Torah.
 

 

750. Yesod is corrected on two sides, the one IN THE FIRST 
CHAMBER, in order to fix whatever is down below, and the other to 
correct the seventh chamber, so all will be corrected by each other, 
and become one proper desire. So far the unison of both sides, one 
above and one below, to be united to perfection, so as to walk the 
way of truth.
 

 

751. Happy is the portion of whoever knows how to create the 
unison and arrange the order of the Faith, to walk the right path. 
Happy is he in this world and in the World to Come. Of this says the 
verse, "Love and truth are met together; righteousness and peace 
have kissed each other," then "Truth will spring out of the earth and 
righteousness will look down from heaven. Hashem moreover shall 
give that which is good, and our land shall yield its 
produce" (Tehilim 85:11-13).
 

 

 
 
52. The chamber of the Holy of Holies 
Rabbi Shimon says that the seventh chamber is the innermost chamber where the secret of all secrets is hidden. The spirit of life from Binah is 
found in this chamber, the desire to unite everything. The chamber is called 'the house of the Holy of Holies', a place for the supernal soul, Binah, 
through which the World to Come will awaken. We learn that 'world' means ascent, the ascension of the lower world to the upper world, meaning the 
ascension of Malchut and the chambers to hide within the supernal hiding place. The 'Supernal World' means the ascension of Binah to disappear 
within the supreme desire that is completely unknowable, Arich Anpin. Rabbi Shimon shows us how the innermost secret of the Ark is like the 
seventh chamber. The chamber receives all the spirits who are about to descend into the world before they have received their bodies, and it 
receives them again when they are finished with the world. The spirits wait in this chamber until the time when Messiah will come and the world will 
rejoice like it did before the sin of the Tree of Knowledge. This seventh chamber is the chamber of passion, the chamber of delight, the chamber of 
pleasure above and below. All the souls here receive the light of Binah; therefore it is more hidden and more treasured than the rest of the 
chambers. Rabbi Shimon says that this chamber is called 'the Ark of the Covenant', and explains that it receives the souls from the first chamber 
where they are united, male with female and female with male. He talks about Jacob and Joseph, saying that the Ark of the Covenant took the spirit 
of life above from Jacob and that from Joseph it took spirits and souls to pour the life into. Jacob sustains the angels above, and Joseph sustains 
the human souls below, but both are in Zeir Anpin. When the priest sends up the offering to cause union through desire and through song, then the 
highest soul of all, Binah of Atzilut, wakes and enters into all the chambers and shines on them all. The higher light, the soul, is united with the 
hidden light, Eve - and this hidden light is included in the light that is even more hidden, Arich Anpin. Rabbi Shimon explains how Moses knew when 
to pray at length and when to pray briefly. Whoever prays at length will have a longer life, and yet whoever prays at length when he should be brief 
will have heartache. We are told that within the seventh chamber there is a hidden point, a spirit that receives a supernal male spirit - they enter into 
each other and become one. Rabbi Shimon warns against those who would graft one species onto another, but says that those who graft one kind 
onto its own kind have a stake in the World to Come. In this way the left is perfected by the right, the male by the female and everything is derived 
from the perfection that is called 'the act of the Divine Chariot,' because the Merkabah is achieved by grafting. This is the secret of the verse: "And 
Hashem Elohim formed man," because the formation of man comes from the Chariot, Yud Hei Vav Hei Elohim that grafted them together. After being 
completed by one another they were called 'Zeir Anpin and Malchut'. Rabbi Shimon speaks of the four Chariots Michael, Gabriel, Uriel and Raphael 
and of two spirits called 'the brass mountains'. The discussion turns to: "And they had the hands of a man under their wings," where 'the hands of a 
man' means places and receptacles that receive men with their prayers, that open gates to let them in, that unite, and that fulfill their wishes. They 
are also the Holy Names through which men send their prayers and enter the supernal gates. In the chambers the secret of the faith is that all the 
living creatures and Chariots are different from one another, and when they join together they are better because they include and complement one 
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another. Rabbi Shimon explains the parts of the prayer from 'Who forms' up to Amidah and how the prayer corresponds to the order of the seven 
chambers. After the prayer one must confess one's sins and transgressions in order to receive the blessings and avoid the accusations of the Other 
Side. Just as the Other Side takes a portion of the burnt offering, the Other Side takes the confession as his portion of the prayer service. Rabbi 
Shimon says that in prayer the true path consists of thought, desire, voice and speech, these tie the knots so that the Shechinah can be supported 
by them. He adds that thought produces desire, desire produces a voice, and the sound that is heard ascends to connect the lower and upper 
chambers. The sound draws blessings from high above and is secretly supported by the pillars of thought, desire, voice and speech. He concludes 
by saying that this description of the seventh chamber is the last of the chambers on the side of holiness.

752. The seventh chamber is the innermost chamber. It is concealed, 
has no substantial form, and no body at all, IT IS CONSIDERED TO 
HAVE A HEAD ONLY. Here the secret of all secrets is hidden. It is a 
secret, a place where all the upper channels, FROM ATZILUT, are 
gathered. HERE lies the spirit which comprises all the spirits OF ALL 
THE CHAMBERS, a will, which includes every will, to unite all the 
chambers as one. The spirit of life FROM BINAH is in this chamber, 
so that all will be one correction.
 

 

753. This chamber is called 'the house of the Holy of Holies', a place 
to receive the supernal soul, BINAH, which is so called so as to 
awaken in it the World to Come, WHICH IS BINAH.
 

 

754. This world WHICH IS MALCHUT is named World. World MEANS 
ascent, the ascension of the lower world, WHICH IS MALCHUT, to 
the upper world, WHICH IS BINAH, in which she hides and 
disappears, only to be revealed in secret. World MEANS the 
ascension OF MALCHUT with all her familiars, NAMELY, THE 
CHAMBERS, to hide within the supernal hiding place, BINAH. The 
Supernal World, WHICH IS CALLED 'BINAH', MEANS the ascension 
OF BINAH to disappear within the supreme will, the most hidden of 
all, that is never known, nor revealed, and there is no one to know it, 
ARICH ANPIN.
 

 

755. The curtain is a veil BETWEEN THE SIXTH CHAMBER, HOLY, 
AND THE SEVENTH CHAMBER, THE HOLY OF HOLIES, that is 
spread to cover and hide what is hidden, THE SEVENTH CHAMBER. 
The cover of the Ark is spread with high secrets UPON THE ARK OF 
THE TESTIMONY WITHIN THE HOLY OF HOLIES, THE SECRET OF 
YESOD OF MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, WRAPPED BY THE SEVENTH 
CHAMBER, in order to hide that which are not revealed IN THE 
INNER PART OF THE ARK OF THE TESTIMONY, because they are 
hidden and unrevealed.
 

 

756. Inside the cover, THE SECRET OF THE ARK, there is a place 
that is hidden, concealed and stored, where the supreme anointing 
oil is gathered, the spirit of life, by the river that flows and goes out 
FROM EDEN, YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN OF ATZILUT. This river is 
called 'the spring of the well', MALCHUT, whose water never stops 
flowing. And when YESOD brings and draws in the holy anointing oil 
from the Holy of Holies above, WHICH IS BINAH OF ATZILUT, then 
illumination is drawn and comes into the channels OF YESOD OF 
MALCHUT OF ATZILUT. And MALCHUT OF ATZILUT is filled from 
there, as a female conceives and is filled by the male. So the 
SEVENTH chamber is prepared to receive THE LIGHTS OF YESOD 
OF ZEIR ANPIN OF ATZILUT THROUGH MALCHUT OF ATZILUT 
THAT IT DONS, as a female receives from the male. It receives all the 
spirits and holy souls who descend into the world, TO BE CLOTHED 
IN PEOPLE, they are detained there for as long as is necessary, 
NAMELY, UNTIL THEY DESCEND TO BE DRESSED IN PEOPLE. 
SIMILARLY, AFTER DEPARTING FROM THIS WORLD, THEY 
RETURN TO THE SEVENTH CHAMBER.
  

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (166 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:51



1

757. They wait IN THE SEVENTH CHAMBER until King Messiah will 
come, and all the souls will be satisfied, AND COME TO THEIR 
PLACE IN ATZILUT, and the world will rejoice as before THE 
DIMINUTION OF THE MOON, AND THE SIN OF THE TREE OF 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, as it is written, "let Hashem 
rejoice in His works" (Tehilim 104:31).
 

 

758. In this chamber are the delights and enjoyments of the spirits, 
and the pleasure that the Holy One, blessed be He is delighted with 
in the Garden of Eden. Here lies the desire of all, the delight of all, to 
unite all the chambers as one, and turn them all into one. Here lies 
the bond of all in one unity.
 

 

759. When all the organs, ALL THE ASPECTS OF THE CHAMBERS, 
join the higher organs OF THE SEVENTH CHAMBER, each according 
to its worth, they have no passion, no pleasure, only that of being 
united in that chamber. Everything depends upon this place. And 
when the joining here becomes a union, all the illuminations in the 
organs and the illumination in the face, and all the joys, shine and 
rejoice.
 

 

760. Happy is the portion of he who knows how to establish orders, 
and to properly arrange the corrections of perfection. He is beloved 
by the Holy One, blessed be He, in this world and in the World to 
Come. Then all Judgments, accusations, and evil decrees are 
removed from the world.
 

 

761. This chamber is the chamber of passion, the chamber of 
delight, the chamber in which to have pleasure above and below as 
one. NAMELY, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE HAS PLEASURE 
WITH THE SOULS HERE, AND IN THE LOWER GARDEN OF EDEN, 
AT THE SAME TIME. All receive the light of the upper light, that 
shines upon all, NAMELY, THE LIGHT OF BINAH, so that all will be 
properly united in complete unison. Therefore, this chamber is more 
hidden, more treasured than the rest. Though all of them are hidden, 
this one is more so, and more treasured, BECAUSE IT IS THE PLACE 
OF YESOD, so the sign of the covenant will be as one, male and 
female, in perfection.
 

 

762. This chamber is called 'the Ark of the Covenant'. It is the master 
of all the earth, because it is the place whence all the souls of the 
world come, to create unity below, and draw the unison of the Holy 
One, blessed be He from above downward and give it to the 
righteous, NAMELY, TO THE FIRST CHAMBER WHICH IS YESOD, 
CALLED 'RIGHTEOUS', since all souls come out of the Righteous, 
FROM YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, and enter the Righteous, THE 
CHAMBER OF YESOD. Then they come out of the Righteous, THE 
CHAMBER OF YESOD, TO BE CLOTHED BY PEOPLE. AND AFTER 
THEIR DEMISE FROM THIS WORLD, they enter where they came 
from, NAMELY, THE SEVENTH CHAMBER.
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763. HE EXPLAINS HIS WORDS: The Ark of the Covenant IN THE 
SEVENTH CHAMBER receives everything from the Righteous, 
YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN OF ATZILUT. Then they come out of THE 
ARK OF THE COVENANT, and enter the lower Righteous, THE FIRST 
CHAMBER WHICH IS YESOD. Afterwards they come out of the lower 
Righteous TO BE CLOTHED IN PEOPLE, AND AFTER THEIR 
DEMISE, they enter the Ark of the Covenant IN THE SEVENTH 
CHAMBER, so all the souls will be included above IN BINAH, THE 
SEVENTH CHAMBER, and below, YESOD OF THE CHAMBERS, to be 
whole on all sides. The Ark of the Covenant, WHICH IS THE 
SEVENTH CHAMBER, receives the souls from the Righteous, THE 
FIRST CHAMBER, that comprises two sides, MALE AND FEMALE, 
FOR IN THE FIRST CHAMBER, THE MALE SOULS ARE UNITED WITH 
THE FEMALE SOULS.
 

 

764. Come and see: The spring of the well, YESOD, is never 
separated from the well, WHICH IS MALCHUT OF ATZILUT CLOTHED 
BY THE SEVENTH CHAMBER. This place, therefore, is the 
completion of all, it maintains the body, so as to make everything 
into one whole, as ought to be. Here, IN THE SEVENTH CHAMBER, is 
the bond and unity that make everything as one, and high and low 
are all in one bond, so the organs, THE ASPECTS AND GRADES OF 
THE CHAMBERS, will not be separated from each other, and so all 
will be TOGETHER face to face.
 

 

765. Therefore, we learned that whoever performs his marital duties 
from the back, rejects the correction of looking face to face, WHICH 
IS THE CUSTOM OF THE HIGHER ONES, that illuminates everything 
equally, so all will properly cleave face to face, as it is written, "and 
cleaves to his wife" (Beresheet 2:24), which evidently refers to his 
wife, not his wife's back.
 

 

766. There are two: Jacob above, FROM THE CHEST UPWARD, THE 
SECRET OF TIFERET, and Joseph below, FROM THE CHEST 
DOWNWARD, YESOD. There are two passions: the one is the sixth 
chamber, WHICH JACOB RECEIVED, and the other is the seventh 
chamber, THE CHAMBER OF THE HOLY OF HOLIES, WHERE YESOD 
OF ZEIR ANPIN MINISTERS, THAT IS JOSEPH. The passion above, 
FROM CHEST UPWARD, is of the kissing that Jacob took IN THE 
SIXTH CHAMBER. The passion below is of the service that Joseph 
took upon himself, IN THE SEVENTH CHAMBER, HOLY OF HOLIES. 
The Ark of the Covenant, THE SECRET OF THE CHAMBER OF HOLY 
OF HOLIES, received from these two aspects, JACOB AND JOSEPH. 
1) From the side of Jacob it took the spirit of life of above, that 
JACOB cleft to through the kisses. This spirit of life of above entered 
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT, WHICH IS THE SEVENTH CHAMBER, 
to be nourished by it. 2) From the side of Joseph, down below at the 
final part of the body, YESOD, this chamber, THE SEVENTH took 
from him spirits and souls to pour them into this world.
  

767. These two aspects, Jacob and Joseph, are divided into two 
sides. The aspect of Jacob, Tiferet, expands and gives strength of 
flowing to the breasts (Heb. shadayim), the secret of El Shadai, that 
were filled by the spirit of life. He suckles the holy angels, who live 
and endure forever, for by sucking they achieve perfection. The 
aspect of Joseph, Yesod, enters with passion into the Ark of the 
covenant, and empowers it inside, producing souls and spirits that 
will go down and sustain the inhabitants of the world.
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768. Therefore, these two sides, JACOB AND JOSEPH, abide, 
JACOB above, and JOSEPH below. JACOB sustains THE ANGELS 
above, and JOSEPH sustains THE HUMAN SOULS below, each one 
according to his task. All is one, and of the same secret, FOR BOTH 
ARE IN ZEIR ANPIN, JACOB ABOVE THE CHEST, AND JOSEPH 
BELOW THE CHEST. Nevertheless, Joseph sustains the whole body, 
NAMELY, HE DRAWS THE LIGHT OF LIFE ALSO FROM THE UNION 
OF KISSING, WHICH IS THE ASPECT OF THE CHEST AND ABOVE 
OF THE BODY and waters it. For from the spirit of life, to which 
Jacob cleaves, IN THE SECRET OF KISSING, it comes down TO 
JOSEPH, THE SECRET OF THE CHEST DOWNWARD. The Ark of the 
Covenant OF THE SEVENTH CHAMBER higher will of above, FROM 
THE UNION OF KISSING, and the spirit of life comes down INTO 
HUMAN SOULS, by the clinging of Joseph TO THE ARK OF THE 
COVENANT. When all becomes one, NAMELY, WHEN JOSEPH IS 
ALSO INCLUDED IN THE LIGHT OF THE UNION OF KISSING, the 
breasts are filled and give suck to all, EVEN HUMAN SOULS, and for 
that reason all is one. Happy is the portion of he, who knows how to 
properly bind knots and create unity by his prayer, through his 
heart's desire, so the organs will cleave together, spirit with spirit, all 
under one unity, so all will become one, as it should be.
 

 

769. Come and see: In this chamber, when the holy spirits, chambers 
and Chariots, all unite to become bound together as one, a spirit 
superior to all those IN THIS CHAMBER, which is a point, NAMELY, 
THE ASPECT OF YESOD, CALLED 'POINT', becomes concealed 
within them and is not revealed. This concealed spirit reflects the 
upper one IN ATZILUT. You can see that in THE INSIDE PART OF a 
nut, WHICH RESEMBLES A BRAIN DIVIDED INTO FOUR LOBES, 
CORRESPONDING TO CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT, 
ALL CONNECTED IN THE MIDDLE TO BE ONE. Here also one unity 
connects them all, as we said, that they are connected together and 
complete in one wholeness.
 

 

770. In the same manner, we explained that when the offering goes 
up to cause unison and to supply each with its needs, from that 
smoke that the priest, who is of the right, raises the bond of unity by 
desire, and the Levites by a song, FOR THEY ARE OF THE LEFT; 
ALSO HERE are included in one another, one chamber in another, 
one spirit in another, until they are connected to their places, MALE 
AND FEMALE OF ATZILUT, member within member, so all will 
properly become one.
 

 

771. Here we explained that when they were all perfected together, 
NAMELY, ALL THE CHAMBERS WERE INCLUDED WITHIN THE 
SEVENTH CHAMBER, and the supernal organs, MALE AND FEMALE 
OF ATZILUT, ILLUMINATE upon the lower CHAMBERS, then the 
highest soul of all, BINAH OF ATZILUT is awakened and enters into 
them and shines upon them all. All are blessed: the higher beings, 
MALE AND FEMALE OF ATZILUT, and the lower beings, THE 
CHAMBERS AND ALL THAT IS INSIDE THEM. The one that is not 
known, nor numbered, the will that is never grasped, ATIK, IS 
CLOTHED BY THEIR INTERNAL PART. Everything then rises up to 
the Endless World and gathers into one bond, and the will, WHICH IS 
NEVER GRASPED, ATIK, is sweetened in the innermost part, in 
secret.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (169 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:51



1

772. HE EXPLAINS HIS WORDS: The light of the supernal soul, 
BINAH, rises to the innermost part, there to shine upon all. Within 
this light OF THE SOUL, a concealed thought comes in TO BE 
CLOTHED. It includes all, BEING THE SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA, 
THE LIGHT OF CHAYAH. At the innermost of will of thought, ABA 
AND IMA, it illuminates and perfumes itself, grasps yet grasps not 
ARICH ANPIN. The will of thought rises to grasps ARICH ANPIN, and 
when it does, WHEN ABA AND IMA RISE TO CLOTHE ARICH ANPIN, 
the light below, YISRAEL-SABA AND TEVUNAH, grasps ARICH 
ANPIN.
  

773. Everyone should also be joined together, so that all will be 
connected, filled and blessed properly, as one. Then the chambers 
are connected with each other, lower and higher, the secret of male 
and female together. The higher light, THE SOUL, is united with the 
light, which is more concealed and hidden, CHAYAH, and that which 
is more hidden is included in that which is hidden even more, ARICH 
ANPIN, until all will be found to be in one proper unison.
 

 

774. Therefore, Moses knew how to act according to the laws of his 
Master better than all the inhabitants of the world. When he had to 
lengthen, he did so, and when he had to be brief, he was brief, as we 
explained that he said, "Heal her now, O El, I pray You" (Bemidbar 
12:13). We learned that whoever prays at length and then watches it 
will have heartache. But we also learned the opposite, that whoever 
prays at length, the number of his days is increased.
 

 

775. HE ANSWERS: The mystery of the matter is that whoever 
lengthens where he should be brief, will have heartache. What is the 
meaning of heart? It is according to the verse, "but he that is of a 
merry heart has a continual feast" (Mishlei 15:15). THIS IS THE 
SECRET OF MALCHUT CALLED "HEART," THAT DRAWS MOCHIN 
OF CHOCHMAH, CALLED "FEAST," IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE, 
"EAT, O DEAR ONES, AND DRINK" (SHIR HASHIRIM 5:1). This place 
is in need of being brief, not of prolonging, because all is found 
above, and must not be drawn downward, BUT to be bound upward, 
without lengthening, until all will be as one. Once everything is 
connected, there is no need of prolonging and begging. When one 
prolongs where it is needed, NAMELY, AT THE GRADE OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, THE SECRET OF CHASSADIM COVERED BY CHOCHMAH, 
the Holy One, blessed be He receives his prayer. This is the glory of 
the Holy One, blessed be He, ZEIR ANPIN, that in order to unite 
prayer, He binds and multiplies blessings above and below, AS 
BLESSINGS ARE DRAWN FROM ABOVE DOWNWARD.
 

 

776. Within this chamber there is a hidden point. This point is a 
spirit, that receives UPON IT another supernal spirit, WHICH IS 
MALE. When spirit dwells within spirit, they enter each other, cleave 
and become one. They comprise each other to become one, as a tree 
that is grafted with its own kind. Woe to him who makes a 
crossbreed, and grafts together different species, like the sons of 
Aaron did, who wanted to crossbreed another kind upon the tree.
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777. Whoever makes a graft of one kind with its own kind, and knows 
how to bind knot with knot, chamber with chamber, grade with 
grade, he has a portion in the World to Come, as we explained. 
Therefore, it is the overall perfection, when they are perfected by one 
another, THE LEFT BY THE RIGHT, THE MALE BY THE FEMALE, 
AND ALSO THE CHAMBERS, and everything becomes one act of a 
kind with its own kind, derived from that perfection, called 'the act of 
the Divine Chariot', FOR CHARIOT (HEB. MERKAVAH) IS DERIVED 
FROM GRAFTING (HEB. MARKIV).
 

 

778. This is the secret of the verse, "And Hashem Elohim formed 
man" (Beresheet 2:7). The whole name YUD HEI VAV HEI ELOHIM IS 
WRITTEN THERE, because the formation of man is an act coming 
from this Chariot, YUD HEI VAV HEI ELOHIM, that made the graft of 
the one and the other, A KIND WITH ITS OWN KIND, an act of overall 
perfection, FOR RIGHT WAS PERFECTED BY THE LEFT, AND THE 
LEFT PERFECTED BY THE RIGHT, AND THE SAME HAPPENED 
WITH MALE AND FEMALE. When they were completed by one 
another, they were called 'ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT', Yud Hei Vav 
Hei Elohim, which is a whole name. Happy is he, who knows how to 
tie the knots of Faith and to make the unison in a proper manner.
 

 

779. Come and see: The same as the Holy Supernal Names, SUCH 
AS THE NAME OF 42 LETTERS, that join each other, the Holy Name 
YUD HEI VAV HEI too is spelled above, IN BINAH, and below, IN 
MALCHUT. This name YUD HEI VAV HEI is above, IN THE FIRST 
THREE SFIROT, IN THE UNISON OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, ALEPH HEI 
YUD HEI; name is in the middle, IN CHESED, GVURAH AND 
TIFERET, IT IS IN THE UNISON YUD HEI VAV HEI ELOHIM, and this 
name is below, IN NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, IS IN 
THE UNISON YUD HEI VAV HEI ADONAI. Yud Hei Vav Hei is the 
secret of the Holy Name, which is One, the secret of all, INCLUDING 
ALL NAMES. The Supernal World, BINAH, AND THE FIRST THREE 
SFIROT CALLED 'ALEPH HEI YUD HEI' IS UNITED with the most 
concealed that is above it, CHOCHMAH CALLED 'YUD HEI VAV HEI', 
TO BECOME THE UNITY YUD HEI VAV HEI, ALEPH HEI YUD HEI, that 
joins it to be one. The lower world, MALCHUT CALLED 'ADONAI', IS 
UNITED with the concealed one, ZEIR ANPIN CALLED 'YUD HEI VAV 
HEI', TO FORM THE UNITY YUD HEI VAV HEI ADONAI. That which is 
"In the middle" THE SECRET OF MALCHUT ABOVE THE CHEST OF 
ZEIR ANPIN CALLED 'ELOHIM' IS COMBINED with the secret of the 
Holy Supernal Chariot above it, WHICH IS CHESED, GVURAH AND 
TIFERET CALLED 'YUD HEI VAV HEI', TO MAKE THE UNITY YUD HEI 
VAV HEI ELOHIM, WHICH IS THE ACT OF THE DIVINE CHARIOT, as 
we explained.
 

 

780. From this side, BINAH, come out four Chariots, THE FOUR 
SFIROT CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT ABOVE THE 
CHEST; from that side, MALCHUT FROM THE CHEST DOWNWARD 
OF ZEIR ANPIN CALLED 'ADONAI', come out four Chariots, THE 
SECRET OF THE FOUR ANGELS, MICHAEL, GABRIEL, URIEL AND 
RAPHAEL, because each is separated into four, and each Chariot is 
four. And when the grades watch, THE THREE COLUMNS AND THE 
RECEIVING MALCHUT, they all go by quartets, until the grades go 
down to the place called by the holy name Adonai, after the Chariots 
that stand and travel by that name ADONAI. They are called 
"mountains of brass" (Zecharyah 6:1), for there are mountains and 
mountains, the upper mountains, CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET 
OF ZEIR ANPIN, and the lower mountains, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, THAT SHINE UPON MALCHUT. They stand 
on three sides, RIGHT, LEFT, AND CENTRAL, and come out of gold, 
silver, and brass, AS NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN 
COME OUT OF CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET OF ZEIR ANPIN 
CALLED 'GOLD, SILVER, AND BRASS'.
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781. There is brass down below, IN BRIYAH, for the Chariots, coming 
out of the name Adonai of the first chamber, are four Chariots that 
emerge from two spirits, right and left of the sapphire stone. These 
two spirits are called 'two mountains', the brass mountains.
 

 

782. From the two spirits called 'brass mountains', four Chariots are 
issued, THE SECRET OF THE FOUR WHEELS, that use the name OF 
ADONAI, engraved upon the archangel Sandalfon. All THE 
CHARIOTS are messengers to the world, these on those, in the 
mystery of horses and Chariots, for each Chariot has horses to drive 
it.
 

 

783. The holy hame ADONAI is included in Yud Hei VAV HEI, as we 
said that Adonai is included within Yud Hei Vav Hei to form Yud-
Aleph-Hei- Dalet-Vav-Nun-Hei-Yud. We already learned that. THE 
NAME Elohim is not included in any other name, LIKE ADONAI THAT 
IS INCLUDED WITHIN YUD HEI VAV HEI, AND ITS OWN ASPECTS IS 
NULLIFIED IN YUD HEI VAV HEI. BUT THE NAME ELOHIM IS NOT 
ANNULLED AND INCLUDED WITHIN ANOTHER NAME. For there is a 
living Elohim IN BINAH, whence IT, ELOHIM OF BINAH is extended 
into several sides, NAMELY GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN, AND 
MALCHUT, BOTH CALLED 'ELOHIM'. IT ALSO EXPANDS INTO 
BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH, AND ITS ILLUMINATION is not 
gathered ANYWHERE but keeps on expanding. THEREFORE, IT IS 
NOT INCLUDED AND ANNULLED WITHIN ANY OTHER NAME.
 

 

784. The name, which includes all other names, IS YUD HEI VAV HEI 
FULLY SPELLED, Yud-Vav-Dalet, Hei-Aleph, Vav-Aleph-Vav, Hei-
Aleph, of the secret of the permutation of letters of the Holy Name. 
The priest knew how to permute it on all sides, until the names 
appear on several sides, in 42 manners of the expansion of the hard 
spark IN BINAH, which includes all the names.
 

 

785. HE EXPLAINS FURTHER THAT this Name YUD HEI VAV HEI 
includes all the names OF THE COMBINATION Aleph-Hei-Yud-Vav-
Lamed-Dalet- Yud-Nun-Mem as a sign, that within these letters are 
included the other NAMES that join THE NAME YUD HEI VAV HEI. 
THESE ARE THE THREE NAMES, ALEPH HEI YUD HEI, ELOHIM, 
ADONAI. Some come in, some come out. Afterwards, when the hard 
spark OF BINAH bent and expanded, the letters joined BINAH, and 
the letters came in and out in the secret of these nine letters, which 
were given to the highest holy men, with which to walk in the path of 
the secret permutation of the letters of unison, made of the letters 
that form the names, as the priest knew how to permute the names 
of the written letters.
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786. "And they had the hands of a man under their 
wings" (Yechezkel 1:8). We already explained that the hands of a 
man are winged spirits, living creatures and wheels, with hands 
under their wings, with which to receive prayers, and the contrite. 
"The hands of a man" means places and receptacles that receive 
men, with their prayers and petitions, open gates to let them in, unite 
and tie knots, and abide by their wishes.
 

 

787. These places and receptacles are called 'the hands of men', 
since they are there for men. They are the Holy Names that rule over 
each grade, through which men enter by their prayer and petition 
and into all the supernal gates. By this the lower beings rule above. 
This is the secret of the verse, "Your hands have made me and 
fashioned me" (Tehilim 119:73), referring to the Holy Names CALLED 
"HANDS".
 

 

788. "And Hashem said to Moses, 'Stretch out your hand towards (lit. 
'on') heaven'" (Shemot 9:22). HE ASKS: How could he lift his hands 
upon the heaven? AND HE ANSWERS: 'Stretch' MEANS to bow, as it 
is written, "He bowed the heavens also, and came down" (Tehilim 
18:10), WHICH MEANS THAT he drew from above downward. "Your 
hand" means your place, NAMELY, where your grade is, in which 
you dwell, TIFERET. This DRAWING is in the secret of the Holy 
Name. Everyone, upper and lower, is moved and sustained by the 
secret of the names. Through them men enter the upper chambers, 
and no one detains them. Happy are those who know how to 
properly established the unison of their Master, to walk in the path of 
truth, so they will not misunderstand the secret of the Faith.
 

 

789. Come and see: In these chambers there is a supernal secret 
within the Faith, WHICH IS MALCHUT OF ATZILUT CLOTHED IN 
THEM, CALLED 'FAITH'. All the living creatures and Chariots are 
different than each other, and by their combining together they are 
mended for the better. This is understood from the verse, "and he 
advanced her and her maids to the best place in the house" (Ester 
2:9). Within these seven chambers is found the perfection of above, 
when THEY ARE INCLUDED AND complemented by one another. 
And prayers and petitions enter them, of those who know how to set 
them in order, and mend them above, as it is written, "and the seven 
maids chosen to be given her, out of the king's house" (Ibid.).
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790. HE NOW GOES ON TO EXPLAIN THE ORDER OF THE SEVEN 
CHAMBERS WITHIN THE PRAYER FROM 'WHO FORMS' UP TO 
AMIDAH. HE SAYS: The first chamber, THE SAPPHIRE STONE, IS 
THE SECRET OF "I form the light, and create darkness" (Yeshayah 
45:7), being the precious sapphire stone, a jewel that glitters on two 
sides, right and left, that are light and darkness, as we explained, 
BECAUSE BEFORE THE LEFT COLUMN JOINS THE RIGHT, IT IS 
DARKNESS, FOR THEN CHOCHMAH IS WITHOUT CHASSADIM. THE 
NEXT PHRASE "Hashem, how manifold are Your works! In Wisdom 
have You made them all" (Tehilim 104:24) REFERS TO all the 
spheres and wheels IN THE FIRST CHAMBER, OF WHICH HE SAYS 
"IN WISDOM HAVE YOU MADE THEM ALL, the earth is full of Your 
creatures..." It continues with "O king! who are sublime alone for 
ever," WHO REVOLVES AROUND the Holy Name, Yud-Aleph-Hei-
Dalet-Vav-Nun-Hei-Yud OF THE FIRST CHAMBER, the entirety of the 
Holy Name, complete with the two names YUD HEI VAV HEI AND 
ADONAI. This name rises in the air, AND OF THIS IT IS SAID, 'and 
self-exalted from the days of everlasting'. 'EXALTED' MEANS UP IN 
THE AIR. SO FAR, THE MEDITATIONS FOR THE FIRST CHAMBER.
 

 

791. The second chamber, THE VERY HEAVEN, IS THE SECRET OF 
THE PRAYER "The blessed El, great in Wisdom," WRITTEN IN 
ALPHABETICAL HEBREW ORDER. THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE 
ANGEL Urfaniel, who GOVERNS THE SECOND CHAMBER, AND 
includes the mystery of the small letters of the alphabet. THE 
ORDER OF THE LETTERS IN THIS PRAYER ARE THE SECRET OF 
THE SMALL LETTERS. Here ARE ANGELS who say sanctification 
and "blessed be," for here they recite sanctification, NAMELY, THEY 
SAY, 'HOLY, HOLY, HOLY', and 'blessed be the glory of Hashem 
FROM HIS DWELLING PLACE'. In the third chamber THEY RECITE, 
"to the blessed El they will sound songs..."
 

 

792. In the fourth chamber, THE CHAMBER OF MERIT, they say, 
'Who renews, in His goodness, day by day in perpetuity the works of 
Creation,' for here IN THE FOURTH CHAMBER, the lights and 
Judgments of the world are spinning, and whoever merits life is 
renewed as before, and sustained by the light of the right called 'El' 
as we said.
 

 

793. The fifth chamber, WHICH IS THE CHAMBER OF LOVE, is called 
'everlasting love'. It causes love to flow from the chamber called 
'love'. For this reason IT IS SAID, 'With everlasting love have You 
loved us, Hashem, our Elohim,' and 'blessed are You, Hashem, who 
has chosen His people Yisrael with love', in the secret of El Shadai.
 

 

794. In the sixth chamber, THE CHAMBER OF DESIRE, the prayer 
continues with 'True and valid, firmly fixed and all-enduring'. The 
prayer must not be interrupted here, for in the continuation of the 
prayer and desire, the chambers are connected and tied to each 
other, in the secret of the Holy Names, governing in each of them.
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795. In the seventh chamber, THE CHAMBER OF HOLY OF HOLIES, 
IT IS SAID, "Hashem, open my lips" (Tehilim 51:17). It is a most 
secret mystery that SHOULD BE whispered, so that no sound shall 
be heard. Here lies the heart's desire to direct the sound upward 
from below up to the Endless World, and tie the seventh CHAMBER, 
THE HOLY OF HOLIES, to the seventh, WITHIN BINAH OF ATZILUT, 
one with another from below upward, and then from up above 
downward, to draw blessings from the source of life, the seventh 
supernal chamber, with the heart willing, and the eyes closed, in the 
mystery of the seven superior Holy Names.
 

 

796. This supernal seventh chamber, NAMELY, BINAH, which is the 
source of life, is the first blessing, FOR BY THIS BLESSING 
MALCHUT ASCENDS, WITH ALL THAT IS INCLUDED WITHIN HER, 
TO BINAH. This is the first chamber, the beginning of all from above 
downward, FOR ALL MOCHIN OF MALE AND FEMALE AND BRIYAH, 
YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH ORIGINATE IN BINAH. It receives the 
seventh chamber from below, NAMELY, THE CHAMBER OF THE 
HOLY OF HOLIES WHICH WENT UP TO BE INCLUDED WITHIN 
MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, to connect seventh to seventh, because 
from the one below, THE CHAMBER OF THE HOLY OF HOLIES, one 
ascends to the supernal chamber, BINAH.
 

 

797. This is the secret of 'blessed' OF THE FIRST BLESSING OF 
AMIDAH, WHICH REFERS TO the many lower beings which were 
included within the living creatures, Seraphim and wheels, and all 
the chambers in the manifold secret of the chamber of the Holy of 
Holies, FOR ALL THESE WERE INCLUDED and dwell treasured 
within MALCHUT OF ATZILUT. Then MALCHUT OF ATZILUT is called 
'blessed', FOR SHE IS NOW BLESSED BY the manifold blessings 
and secrets perfected within her.
  

798. 'You' (Heb. atah) INDICATES the wreathed concealed letters 
THAT SHINE UPON MALCHUT, 'YOU', which is the entirety of the 22 
letters from Aleph to Tav. This is the Aleph-Tav OF THE WORD 
'ATAH' (ALEPH-TAV- HEI). The Hei OF ATAH INDICATES THE HEI OF 
MALCHUT, which includes THE 22 LETTERS from above, YESOD OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, and gathers them within her. This is the Aleph-Tav-Hei 
OF THE WORD ATAH. When she is perfected in that river, YESOD OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, that seizes her, she goes up to be decorated above, IN 
ZEIR ANPIN. This is the secret of the verse, "by this (NAMELY, 
YESOD CALLED 'THIS') the girl (MALCHUT) would come to the king 
(YESOD)" (Ester 2:13). Then, "whatever she desires would be given 
her" (Ibid.). This is the mystery of 'blessed are You'. One should 
meditate upon this mystery, and tie his will with this mystery, WHEN 
UTTERING THE WORDS 'BLESSED ARE YOU'.
 

 

799. THE INTENTION OF 'Hashem our Elohim' is the knot and unison 
of the Holy King above, NAMELY, THE UNISON OF CHOCHMAH AND 
BINAH, FOR 'HASHEM' IS CHOCHMAH, AND 'OUR ELOHIM' IS 
BINAH. With that, when, "the girl would come to the king," TO ZEIR 
ANPIN, "whatever she desires would be given her," REFERRING TO 
THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, THAT WILL BE 
GIVEN TO HER.
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800. 'And the Elohim of our fathers' is the secret of the patriarchs, 
WHO ARE CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET OF ZEIR ANPIN, that 
bless her, MALCHUT. This is the secret of 'the Elohim of Abraham', 
CHESED; 'the Elohim of Isaac', GVURAH; and 'the Elohim of Jacob', 
TIFERET. As this girl, NAMELY, MALCHUT, is not abandoned by the 
lower beings, FOR ALL OF THEM WERE INCLUDED WITHIN HER, so 
was she never abandoned by the patriarchs, WHO ARE CHESED, 
GVURAH AND TIFERET OF ZEIR ANPIN, whom she clings to, to be 
adorned.
 

 

801. Since MALCHUT is blessed by each OF CHESED, GVURAH AND 
TIFERET OF ZEIR ANPIN, she should be mentioned in connection 
with each of them, NAMELY, 'THE ELOHIM OF ABRAHAM, THE 
ELOHIM OF ISAAC, AND THE ELOHIM OF JACOB' MEANING 'THE 
ELOHIM OF', WHICH IS MALCHUT OF, EACH OF THE FATHERS. 
Then they are all gathered together, to be bedecked with her, 
NAMELY, by 'the El that is great, mighty, and tremendous,' for they 
all gather to raise her up TO CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET. FOR 
'THE EL' IS MALCHUT, ' THAT IS GREAT' IS CHESED, 'THE MIGHTY' 
IS GVURAH, AND 'THE TREMENDOUS' IS TIFERET. AND THE NAME 
OF THE EL, WHICH IS MALCHUT, IS SPOKEN, SO SHE WILL RISE 
TO ALL OF CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET TOGETHER. First, BY 
'THE ELOHIM OF ABRAHAM'...SHE RECEIVES FROM THEM from 
above downward, FROM CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET TO 
MALCHUT, and now, IN 'THE EL THAT IS GREAT'...SHE IS 
INCLUDED WITHIN THEM from below upward, so they may be 
comprised within her. For that reason it is written, 'the El that is 
great, mighty, and tremendous,' MEANING THAT they were all 
included within her, AND THEN SHE MAY ASCEND WITH CHESED, 
GVURAH AND TIFERET UP TO BINAH. It continues with 'the most 
high El, who bestows gracious favors, possessor of all', IN WHICH 
'THE MOST HIGH EL' IS THE RIGHT COLUMN OF BINAH, 'WHO 
BESTOWS GRACIOUS FAVORS' THE LEFT OF BINAH, AND THE 
'POSSESSOR OF ALL', IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN OF BINAH, 
WHICH POSSESSES THE TWO COLUMNS TOGETHER. This is the 
total of all, SINCE ALL MOCHIN AND ALL THE GRADES COME 
FROM THE THREE COLUMNS WITHIN BINAH.
 

 

802. 'Who remembers the pious deeds of the patriarchs' MEANS 
THAT CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT stayed with 
BINAH and entered its bowels, NAMELY, THEY WERE INCLUDED 
WITHIN THE INTERNAL PART OF BINAH CALLED 'BOWELS', where 
they are blessed. Later, BINAH releases them FROM THE 
INTEGRATION and extracts them out when they are blessed, and by 
bowing, with the words, 'Blessed are You, O Hashem! The Shield of 
Abraham,' they all come out together FROM BINAH AND TO THEIR 
PLACES. FOR 'THE SHIELD OF ABRAHAM' IS CHESED AND OF THE 
RIGHT, and everyone is properly blessed by the right.
 

 

803. Come and see: The seventh chamber is the secret of the 
Supernal King, WHO IS BINAH, and the patriarchs, CHESED, 
GVURAH AND TIFERET, are bedecked by Him as we said, NAMELY, 
THEY ASCEND TO HIM, to become a part of Him. Up to now, 
BEFORE THE WORDS, 'KING, HELPER, SAVIOR AND SHIELD...' they 
are part OF BINAH, which chamber, BINAH, has to issue them from 
its inside. And now that it extracts them from the blessings IN 
ORDER THAT THEY WILL SUPPLY THIS to this girl, MALCHUT, then 
THE GIRL holds on to THE FATHERS, and to all the blessings 
CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET RECEIVED WHILE STILL IN 
BINAH. And though chambers were already included together, AND 
SO MALCHUT WITHIN CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND BINAH, 
NEVERTHELESS - now THAT CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET 
COME OUT OF BINAH - CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT 
hold on to those blessings, together. And with the words 'King, 
Helper, Savior and Shield', BINAH extracts them from ITS blessings, 
AND THEY GO EACH TO HIS PLACE.
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804. This MENTIONED SEVENTH CHAMBER is a seventh chamber in 
the secret of the Holy Supernal Name, Bet-Vav-Caf-Vav, THE 
HEBREW INITIALS OF 'Blessing, and Chesed, Strength and Justice,' 
a name which comprises everything. THIS IS THE SECRET OF 
MALCHUT AND CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET WITHIN BINAH, 
BECAUSE 'BLESSING' IS MALCHUT; 'CHESED' IS THE RIGHT 
COLUMN; 'STRENGTH' IS THE LEFT COLUMN, GVURAH; AND 
'JUSTICE' IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, TIFERET. This is the secret of 
Aleph-Hei-Yud-Hei, which includes all MOCHIN, FOR THE LETTERS 
OF THE NAME BET-VAV-CAF-VAV ARE PRECEDED BY THOSE OF 
THE NAME ALEPH-HEI-YUD-HEI. AFTER ALEPH OF ALEPH- HEI-
YUD-HEI COMES BET OF BET-VAV-CAF-VAV; AFTER HEI - VAV, 
AFTER YUD - CAF, AND AFTER THE LAST HEI - THE LAST VAV. For 
these letters comprise everything, since the letters OF THE NAME 
BET-VAV-CAF- VAV issued those who issued from them, NAMELY, 
CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET AND MALCHUT, all of the fathers, 
WHO ARE CHESED, STRENGTH, AND JUSTICE, HINTED AT IN 
THESE INITIALS. The one to be united with them is called 'Blessing', 
ALSO HINTED AT IN THESE INITIALS.
 

 

805. Once the words 'Blessed are You, O Hashem! The Shield of 
Abraham' are uttered, AND THE FATHERS AND MALCHUT COME 
OUT OF BINAH INTO THEIR PLACES, MALCHUT grasps the 
blessings, THAT ARE DRAWN from THE FATHERS in the secret of 
the fifth chamber, THE CHAMBER of love, which is right, NAMELY, 
CHESED, so the fifth chamber will be united with love to the 
blessings of the right, DRAWN BY 'THE SHIELD OF ABRAHAM' 
WHICH IS RIGHT. This is the way to be blessed, WHEN THE 
BLESSINGS DESCEND from above downward, NAMELY, WHEN 
THEY COME OUT FROM BINAH AND INTO THEIR PLACES, THE 
FIFTH CHAMBER RECEIVES THE BLESSINGS BEFORE THE SIXTH 
CHAMBER. First the chambers were joined together like we said, but 
now the blessings are taken to be here before they are there. Though 
one comes first, BEFORE THE FIFTH CHAMBER, NAMELY THE 
SIXTH CHAMBER, THE CHAMBER OF DESIRE, NEVERTHELESS 
since the blessings are of the right, WHICH IS CHESED, they take 
hold of the fifth chamber, WHICH IS CHESED, AND NOT THE SIXTH 
CHAMBER WHICH IS TIFERET.
 

 

806. After that comes the left side, WHICH IS GVURAH. In this 
mystery are the words 'You are mighty,' the combination of two 
Judgments, 'You' and 'mighty', FOR 'YOU' IS THE NAME OF 
MALCHUT, WHICH IS JUDGMENT, AND 'MIGHTY' IS THE LEFT 
COLUMN, WHICH IS JUDGMENT. Since the blessings were drawn 
FROM WHAT THE FATHERS RECEIVED WHILE STAYING WITHIN 
BINAH, JUDGMENT was tempered with Mercy, and MERCY was 
found in that side to make it as one. This is the meaning of the words 
'resurrects the dead...supports the fallen, and heals the sick...' 
WHICH SHOWS MERCY.
 

 

807. MERCY is in the secret of the holy name Aleph-Caf-Dalet-Tet-
Mem, which is the secret of the letters of the name Elohim. FOR THE 
LETTERS OF ALEPH-CAF-DALET-TET-MEM PRECEDE THOSE OF 
ELOHIM, EXCEPT ALEPH WHICH IS THE FIRST LETTER, AND FINAL 
MEM, WHICH HAS NO LETTER PRECEDING IT, AS IT IS ALSO MEM. 
THE CAF OF ALEPH-CAF- DALET-TET-MEM PRECEDES LAMED OF 
ELOHIM, THE DALET PRECEDES CAF, AND THE TET PRECEDES 
YUD. For the letters OF ELOHIM, A NAME OF GVURAH AND THE 
LEFT COLUMN, went up to be bedecked above IN BINAH, where they 
issued THE LETTERS OF ALEPH-CAF-DALET-TET-MEM to be called 
by them. FOR WHEN THE LETTERS OF ELOHIM went up to be 
bedecked above IN BINAH CALLED 'a living Elohim', CHESED 
WITHIN BINAH diminished THE JUDGMENTS within the letters OF 
ELOHIM, THAT WENT UP, so they would join a lesser JUDGMENT. 
From here, BINAH, THE NAME ALEPH-CAF-DALET-TET-MEM is 
spread downward INTO THE CHAMBER OF GVURAH through the 
other letters, THOSE OF THE name ALEPH-CAF-DALET-TET-MEM 
OF A LESSER JUDGMENT, and ascends through these letters to the 
name Elohim WITHIN THE CHAMBER OF GVURAH, SO AS TO 
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MITIGATE THE JUDGMENTS IN IT.
 

808. Since the letters OF BET-VAV-CAF-VAV AND ALEPH-CAF-
DALET-TET -MEM flowed into the fifth chamber, CHESED, and the 
fourth chamber, GVURAH, from above, BINAH, as we said, the 
blessings started to hold on to the middle part of all, NAMELY, THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN WHICH IS TIFERET within the sixth chamber, 
THE CHAMBER OF DESIRE, TIFERET. The blessings hold on to this 
and that, RIGHT AND LEFT, WHICH TIFERET COMPRISES. For that 
reason it is said 'You are holy,' for 'You' WHICH IS MALCHUT THAT 
IS GVURAH, is part of 'holy' WHICH IS TIFERET THAT IS CHESED. 
THUS, TIFERET IS INCLUDED WITHIN BOTH CHESED AND GVURAH.
 

 

809. "...and Your Name is holy." HE ASKS: IT IS WRITTEN, "You are 
holy." Why add 'and Your Name is holy'. This is 'Name' and 'You', 
MEANING THAT MALCHUT IS CALLED BOTH 'NAME' AND 'YOU'. HE 
ANSWERS: We have learned that wherever there is unity and contact 
BETWEEN THE SFIROT, holiness and additional holiness must be 
drawn, and the addition is the most important part. Hence in them 
all, THE FIRST AND SECOND BLESSINGS, it is written 'You', and no 
more. Here, IN THE THIRD BLESSING, TIFERET, THAT COMBINES 
AND TIES THE SFIROT - CHESED AND GVURAH TOGETHER, in this 
place, there is holiness and additional holiness. 'You are holy' is 
holiness, and so is 'and Your Name is holy'. 'And they who are holy' 
are the rest of superior sanctifications in each and every chamber, 
that become more sacred by the addition OF HOLINESS, since the 
first sanctification is FOR MALCHUT PROPER, and the additional 
sanctification is for the rest, NAMELY, THE SANCTIFICATIONS IN 
EACH OF THE OTHER CHAMBERS.
 

 

810. Then all became more sacred from above, BY BINAH, and by the 
patriarchs, CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET, FOR ALL was tied into 
one bond by the words 'Blessed are You, O Eternal, holy El'. Here all 
becomes bound together due to the words 'Blessed are you, O 
Eternal, holy El'. Therefore it is called 'TIFERET', the knot and unity 
of all in one unison. Happy is the portion of whoever knows how to 
arrange the praises of his Master in the proper place. Up to this 
place, IN THE FIRST THREE BLESSINGS, there is devotion, 
blessings, and sanctification together with the fathers, WHO ARE 
CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET, FOR THE FIRST BLESSING IS 
CHESED, THE SECOND IS GVURAH, AND THE THIRD TIFERET.
 

 

811. From this place onward IN THE AMIDAH, there are entreaties 
and petitions. First it behooves a man to ask to know the words of 
his Master, to show his passion for Him, and not to be separated 
from Him. THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE PRAYER, 'DO YOU 
GRACIOUSLY BESTOW UPON US FROM YOUR KNOWLEDGE, 
UNDERSTANDING, AND DISCERNMENT'. For a man should take part 
in the sanctification of the high and Holy Name, to be adorned by it. 
And the name of the blessings and sanctifications is Caf-Vav-Zayin-
Vav, which is the secret of the Holy Name Yud Hei Vav Hei, which is 
most sacred, and these letters, YUD HEI VAV HEI, produced the 
other letters, CAF-VAV-ZAYIN-VAV. FOR THESE LETTERS PRECEDE 
THOSE OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, FOR AFTER YUD OF YUD HEI VAV HEI 
COMES CAF OF CAF-VAV-ZAYIN-VAV, AFTER HEI COMES VAV, 
AFTER VAV COMES ZAYIN, AND AFTER THE LAST HEI COMES THE 
LAST VAV. The combination of these NAMES, YUD HEI VAV HEI AND 
CAF-VAV-ZAYIN -VAV resembles the joining of male and female, 
FOR THE NAME YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH SHINES UPON ZEIR 
ANPIN, IS MALE, AND THE NAME CAF-VAV-ZAYIN-VAV, WHICH 
SHINES UPON THE CHAMBERS, IS FEMALE. These holy supernal 
names are the secret of sanctification.
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812. The other letters, CAF-VAV-ZAYIN-VAV, are called 'dew', the 
dew of heaven, which is the reckoning of its letters, THAT HAS THE 
SAME NUMERICAL VALUE AS THAT OF DEW (HEB. TAL), for down 
below, IN MALCHUT, all words are counted, IN THE SECRET OF THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH CALLED 'RECKONING' AND 
'NUMBER'. There is no reckoning save that of the moon, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, FOR CHOCHMAH IS NOT REVEALED IN ANY SFIRAH 
BUT MALCHUT, SO THERE IS NO RECKONING BUT IN MALCHUT. 
For that reason one needs to be connected with the sanctification of 
his Master, and not to be separated from Him. When one asks, one 
should ask first to know one's Master, and show that his passion is 
turned towards Him. THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE FIRST PETITION 
'DO GRACIOUSLY BESTOW UPON US FROM YOUR KNOWLEDGE, 
UNDERSTANDING, AND DISCERNMENT'. From now on, one may be 
separated little by little, and request whatever is needed.
 

 

813. All his asking should be requested after he arranges this order 
that we said. In the same manner, all his petitions should be by way 
of entreating and beseeching before his Master and he must not 
separate himself from Him, NAMELY HEAVEN FORBID THAT HE 
MIGHT NOT COMPLAIN ABOUT HIM. Happy is whoever knows this 
sequence by which to go in the path of truth properly.
 

 

814. As fire is united with water, and water with fire, south with 
north, and north with south, AS FIRE AND WATER ARE THE INNER 
PART OF CHESED AND GVURAH, AND SOUTH AND NORTH ARE 
THE OUTER SIDE OF CHESED AND GVURAH, as east and west, west 
and east, TIFERET AND MALCHUT, so all are together and the 
unison is completed by each other.
  

815. All those who know how to arrange their prayer properly, to 
include all the chambers within each other and connect them to each 
other, such a man is joined with them, and approaches them to be 
included within them. He asks and his petition is granted. Happy he 
is in this world and in the World to Come.
 

 

816. After his petitions are all said, and the body is whole on all 
sides to the heart's rejoicing and he asked and finished asking, a 
man must again draw blessings and joys downward in the secret of 
the third chamber, NETZACH, to draw downward. This is the 
meaning of 'Accept, O Hashem our Elohim, Your people Yisrael'. For 
the Daily Selections, NAMELY, THE LEGS, NETZACH AND HOD, 
uphold the body, TIFERET. They start beneath the body and are 
called 'the two thighs down to the knees', FOR NETZACH AND HOD 
ARE DIVIDED INTO: FROM THE THIGH TO THE KNEES, THE 
SECRET OF THE BLESSING 'ACCEPT', AND FROM THE KNEES 
DOWNWARD, THE SECRET 'WHO RESTORES HIS DIVINE GLORY 
TO ZION', AND 'WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE'.
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817. This is the secret of the daily selections about the sacrifices, 
CORRESPONDING TO THE TWO THIGHS, NETZACH AND HOD. 
Here, IN THE THIRD CHAMBER, is the secret of the starting point of 
the two thighs above IN THE BODY, down to the knees, where the 
prophets are connected, AS PROPHECY IS DRAWN FROM NETZACH 
AND HOD OF ATZILUT, and the visions FROM NETZACH AND HOD 
OF THE CHAMBERS, in the secret of the holy name Hei-Shin-Tav-Pe-
Aleph, which is the secret of the name Tzevaot, ACCORDING TO THE 
ATBASH CIPHER, when this one, THE FIRST LETTERS OF THE 
ATBASH CIPHER ascend, while the other LETTERS OF THE ATBASH 
CIPHER descend. THE NAME TZEVAOT is for the prophets and THE 
NAME HEI-SHIN-TAV-PE-ALEPH is for the visions. AND NETZACH 
AND HOD ARE CALLED 'TZEVAOT'.
 

 

818. Here, IN THE THIRD CHAMBER, is the high secret called 
'Baraitha', as we said ABOVE, FOR BARAITHA MEANS EXTERNAL, 
AND NETZACH AND HOD ARE OUTSIDE THE BODY, WHICH IS 
TIFERET, and when a man reaches the knees, WHICH ARE HOD, he 
should kneel. 'Blessed are You, O Hashem, who restores His divine 
glory to Zion': In this verse the Baraithas are restored to be Mishnah 
and they are blessed together. FOR HERE NETZACH AND HOD OF 
THE CHAMBERS WERE INCLUDED WITHIN THE HOLY OF HOLIES 
IN THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
MISHNAH, THE INNER MEANING OF THE VERSE 'BLESSED ARE 
YOU, O HASHEM, WHO RESTORES HIS DIVINE GLORY TO ZION', 
FOR ZION IS YESOD OF MALCHUT.
 

 

819. The second chamber below, THE CHAMBER OF THE VERY 
HEAVEN, is where the souls are entrusted to go up to see the 
visions of the dream, WHICH IS BENEATH THE THIGHS, WHERE 
THE KNEES ARE, FOR THE DREAM IS DRAWN FROM BELOW THE 
THIGHS. THIS IS WHERE WE SAY 'we gratefully acknowledge,' and 
kneel to give thanks for the souls, from 'and the souls that are 
entrusted to you,' up to 'All beneficent is Your Name, to whom it is 
fitting to render thanks'.
  

820. This is the inner mystery of the Holy Name called Bet-final Mem, 
Bet-Mem-Vav-Caf-final Nun, WHICH CONSISTS OF THE LETTERS 
COMING AFTER THE LETTERS OF THE NAMES EL ELOHIM. It is 
called 'El Elohim', through a supernal mystery OF CHESED AND 
GVURAH OF ATZILUT, as it is written, "El Elohim Hashem, He 
knows" (Yehoshua 22:22). The entirety of the other letters BET-
FINAL MEM, BET-MEM-VAV-CAF-FINAL NUN, that come OUT OF EL 
ELOHIM, and downward, IN THE SECOND CHAMBER, is the secret of 
the dream, the secret of putting souls in this place TO LOOK AT THE 
VISION OF THE DREAM. We should go on with the benedictions, in 
order to find rest in this world and in the World to Come.
  

821. The chamber down below, THE CHAMBER OF THE SAPPHIRE 
STONE, THE MYSTERY OF YESOD AND MALCHUT, IS THE SECRET 
MEANING OF 'bestow peace, happiness, and blessing'. Here peace 
is perfected, peace above, IN YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, and peace 
below, IN YESOD OF MALCHUT, peace on all sides, BOTH IN RIGHT 
AND LEFT, peace in the celestial retinue, YESOD AND MALCHUT OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF ATZILUT, and peace in the terrestrial retinue. 
For this chamber OF THE SAPPHIRE STONE, AND YESOD AND 
MALCHUT OF THE CHAMBERS OF BRIYAH WITHIN IT the terrestrial 
retinue is united with the celestial retinue, whence PEACE flows 
down to all the lower beings, outside THE CHAMBERS OF BRIYAH.
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822. Here everything is joined to be perfected together, above IN 
ZEIR ANPIN, and below IN MALCHUT, by one illumination, NAMELY, 
BY UNION that completes the full name Yud Hei Vav Hei Elohim, YUD 
HEI VAV HEI BEING ZEIR ANPIN AND ELOHIM BEING MALCHUT. 
This name is complete in all the chambers INCLUDED WITHIN 
MALCHUT, and in all the supernal lights, INCLUDED WITHIN ZEIR 
ANPIN, to make them one.
  

823. A man, WHO MEDITATES UPON ALL THESE MEDITATIONS, 
when he is asked to leave the chamber and go out, should behave as 
if he is withdrawing from the presence of the King, and from His 
palace, and should lower himself before Him. But it also behooves 
him to rejoice in being the first to receive the crown of continuation 
of the blessings drawn from the unison of his Master. He is a son, 
AMONG THE CHILDREN of the King's chamber. For when he 
withdraws from the company of the King, all is united in all respects, 
by the tie of unity, the blessings and sanctification, and the 
additional holiness. The Holy One, blessed be He calls the celestial 
retinue, WHICH ARE THE GRADES JOINED BY HIM, and tells them, 
write the name of so-and-so, amongst those, who are called "those 
who thought upon His Name" (Malachi 3:16).
 

 

824. HE ASKS, who are "those who thought upon His name"? AND 
HE ANSWERS: They are those who think and who meditate on the 
secret of His name, in order to unite the chambers together, tie 
knots, and unite everything into one union. These are those who 
"thought upon His Name." This man is then written AMONGST 
THOSE WHO THOUGHT UPON HIS NAME, to be distinguished and 
known above, and be perfected above and below.
 

 

825. Whoever approaches his Master, and prays without perfecting 
the unison, and without caring for the glory of his Master to tie knots 
as said, it were better for him not to have been born, and the Holy 
One, blessed be He says, "write this man childless, a man that shall 
not prosper in his days" (Yirmeyah 22:30). This man "robs his father 
or his mother" (Mishlei 28:24), NAMELY, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED 
BE HE AND HIS SHECHINAH, THAT ARE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER.
 

 

826. Here is perfected high and low the secret of the Holy Name that 
rules above, Mem-Tzadik-Pe-Tzadik, Mem-Tzadik-Pe-Tzadik, 
DERIVED FROM "Hashem, Hashem, El merciful and 
gracious" (Shemot 34:6), FOR YUD HEI VAV HEI INTERCHANGED BY 
THE METHOD OF ATBASH CIPHER, TURNS INTO MEM-TZADIK-PE-
TZADIK. Here the secret of the Holy Name YUD HEI VAV HEI, YUD 
HEI VAV HEI is consecrated by a public of ten, and the other letters, 
MEM-TZADIK-PE-TZADIK, MEM-TZADIK-PE-TZADIK, in a solitary 
sanctification in prayer. THE THIRTEEN DIVINE ATTRIBUTES ARE 
SAID ONLY IN PUBLIC, AND WHEN ALONE, THE THIRTEEN DIVINE 
ATTRIBUTES ARE SAID WITH THE PERMUTATION OF ATBASH 
CIPHER, MEM-TZADIK-PE-TZADIK, MEM-TZADIK-PE-TZADIK. After 
finishing THE THIRTEEN DIVINE ATTRIBUTES, it behooves man to 
stand up and confess his sins, so there will be no pretext for the 
Other Side to accuse him, and so he is subjugated before him. Now 
he stands firm, blessed from the King's house.
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827. Happy is the portion of whoever is consecrated in this manner 
by his prayer, as we said, who ties the knots and makes unisons, 
with proper meditation, not deviating right or left. His prayer then will 
not be returned empty handed; the Holy One, blessed be He decrees, 
yet he annuls it. Of him it is written, "Let your father and your mother 
be glad, and let she who bore you rejoice" (Mishlei 23:25), he has a 
portion in this world and in the World to Come.
 

 

828. It is written, "She rises also while it is yet night, and gives food 
to her household, and a portion to her maidens" (Mishlei 31:15), 
MEANING THAT MALCHUT GIVES OF THE manifold blessings, 
sanctification and additional sanctification, which she receives, as it 
is said, "and at night he shall divide the spoil" (Beresheet 49:27), AS 
MALCHUT divides portion to everyone, and even to the Other Side 
she gives a portion.
 

 

829. This is a mystery for those of the Faith: the part of the unholy 
Other Side is all the sins and transgressions of the man who tied the 
bonds of unison, and confessed them. They all dwell upon the Other 
Side, to be the part and portion of the unholy Other Side. But if he 
did not confess them, then the accuser comes TO DENOUNCE HIM, 
and prevails.
 

 

830. If he confessed his sins in that prayer by connecting the bonds 
of unison, the upper and lower are blessed. And it is of the part of 
the Other Side, that all the sins and transgressions he confessed, he 
takes as his own portion. This is the secret of the goat, as it is 
written, "and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of 
Yisrael...and the goat shall bear upon it" (Vayikra 16:21-22). This is 
his part, portion and property. And if man reverts to corrupt ways, 
woe to him, for he takes back the transgressions from that side 
against the will of that side, which harms him, and becomes his 
accuser to speak ill of him. But when he confesses them, that Other 
Side takes them to be its allotted part.
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831. This is also a secret of the offering: one has to confess over it 
all his sins and iniquities, in order to give a portion to him who 
needs it, NAMELY, THE OTHER SIDE. The whole sacrifice goes to 
the side of holiness, which is the part of holiness and its desire. The 
OTHER Side receives the portion of all the sins and iniquities given 
by the confession over the flesh of the offering, as it is written, "If 
your enemy be hungry, give him bread...for you shall heap coals of 
fire..." (Mishlei 25:21-22). This may be understood from the verse, 
"let the king and Haman come this day to the banquet" (Esther 5:4). 
Happy is he who knows His ways, to walk the path of truth.
 

 

832. Whoever knows not how to arrange the praise of his Master, it is 
better for him not to have been born. The prayer should be whole 
above, by thought, heart's desire, voice and words of mouth, all to 
create perfection, connection and unison above. As perfection 
comes from above downward, so the connection should be properly 
made, from below upward.
 

 

833. This mystery is for the friends, so they may walk the true path. 
Thought, will, voice, and speech are the four that tie the knots, 
CORRESPONDING TO CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT. THOUGHT AND WILL ARE CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, 
VOICE AND SPEECH ARE TIFERET AND MALCHUT. After they tied 
the knots together, they became one Chariot, so the Shechinah, THE 
SECRET OF SPEECH, may dwell upon them. They then turned into 
four pillars to be bedecked by, and the Shechinah is supported by 
them with all the high knots.
 

 

834. HE EXPLAINS FURTHER: Thought, THE SECRET OF 
CHOCHMAH, produces AND BEGETS will, THE SECRET OF BINAH. 
Will, which came out of thought, BEGETS AND produces a sounding 
voice THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN. The sound that is heard 
ascends and binds knots from below upwards, connects the lower 
and upper chambers. The sound, which connects BETWEEN THE 
TWO COLUMNS OF BINAH, and draws blessings from high above, 
FROM BINAH, is secretly supported TOO by those four pillars, 
thought, will, voice, and speech, THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH AND 
BINAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT. The support comes at the end of 
the knot, NAMELY AT SPEECH, MALCHUT, where everything is 
bound together and becomes one, AS MALCHUT RECEIVES ALL OF 
THEM INTO HER.
  

835. Happy is the man who ties the knots of his Master and produces 
proper struts, who is intent upon all the things we said. Happy is he 
in this world and in the World to Come. So far is the construction of 
the chambers on the side of holiness.
 

 

 
 
53. The seven chambers of the Other Side 
Rabbi Shimon opens with: "But they, like Adam have transgressed the covenant." He speaks to Adam, saying that he was only asked to keep one 
precept, and yet he could not keep it and was seduced by the serpent. Next he talks about David, who ran away from Saul and was rejected from the 
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Holy Land. Nevertheless, he says, David did not turn to evil. He describes the grades of the evil inclination, the seven names it is called by, and the 
seven names of Gehenom. These correspond to the seven chambers of the Other Side. Just as there are grades and chambers on the side of 
holiness there are grades and chambers on the side of defilement. Many grades and chieftains stand ready to purify people who worship God, and 
many grades and chieftains stand ready to defile people who sin. Rabbi Shimon tells us that everyone sees the Angel of Death when his time of 
reckoning comes.

836. Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion with the verse: "But they, 
like Adam have transgressed the covenant" (Hoshea 6:7). Who will 
remove dust from your eyes, Adam, if the Holy One, blessed be He 
gave you one precept and you could not keep it, for you were 
enticed by the wicked things with which the evil serpent seduced 
you, as is written, "the serpent was craftier" (Beresheet 3:1). Hence 
you were seduced by it, and brought death to you and all your 
offspring. Come and see: Whoever is seduced by it, and goes down 
to it, he will be lost in an instant, NAMELY, FALL UNDER ITS 
DOMINION.
 

 

837. Come and see: David, whose existence depended upon the 
source of running water, NAMELY, BINAH, FOR DAVID IS THE 
SECRET OF MALCHUT ABOVE THE CHEST, THE PLACE OF BINAH, 
WHENCE HE TAKES HIS LIFE AND EXISTENCE. When he was 
chased into another land, WHEN HE RAN AWAY FROM SAUL, he 
was grieved, and for his grief, he was rejected from the Holy Land, 
NAMELY, HE FELL FROM HIS GRADE, WHICH IS THE HOLY LAND. 
Though he descended through his grades to the last one, he 
nevertheless resisted and did not enter the Other Side, but kept 
away from it, as it is written, "but truly as Hashem lives, and as your 
soul lives, there is but a step between me and death" (I Shmuel 20:3). 
For he went down the grades until there was but a step between him 
AND DEATH, WHICH IS THE OTHER SIDE CALLED 'DEATH'. Happy 
is the portion of he who is kept from that evil, and from all the grades 
of that side that abide in the world.
  

838. There are several aspects and grades to the Evil Inclination, 
which are the Satan, the Angel of Death, and the Evil Inclination. And 
we explained that though it is called by those names, it has seven 
names IN PARTICULAR: the Satan, unholy, foe, a stone of stumbling, 
uncircumcised, evil, northern. These seven names correspond to the 
seven grades of its chambers, all of them on the side of defilement, 
as we said, and to the seven names given to Gehenom, NAMELY 
where the wicked are condemned. These are: pit, grave, Dumah, 
gruesome mud, Sheol, shadow of death, a nether land. These are the 
seven departments of Gehenom corresponding to the seven names 
of the Evil Inclination. AND THE SEVEN CHAMBERS OF THE OTHER 
SIDE ARE CALLED BY THE SAME NAMES AS THE SEVEN 
DEPARTMENTS OF GEHENOM.
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839. Here we explained that as there are grades and chambers on the 
side of holiness, so there are on the side of defilement, all of which 
abide in and rule the world on the side of unholiness. THEREFORE, 
THERE ARE seven chambers, corresponding to the seven names of 
Gehenom, NAMELY, CALLED BY THE SAME NAMES AS THE SEVEN 
DEPARTMENTS OF GEHENOM. All of them stand ready to condemn 
and defile the wicked of the world who clove to them, and did not 
keep away from them, while in this world.
 

 

840. Whoever comes to be purified in this world, on the side of 
purity, he is cleansed in the place called 'the secret of the Faith', 
NAMELY, MALCHUT OF HOLINESS. How many are the grades and 
chieftains all ready to draw people nearer to the worship of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, and purify them. And whoever comes to be 
defiled, he is defiled on the Other Side, which is unholy, where many 
grades and chieftains stand ready to defile people.
 

 

841. He who comes near them, and is drawn after that Evil Side, of 
him it is written, "What man is he that lives, and shall not see death, 
but shall deliver his soul..." (Tehilim 89:49). Who is the man who was 
born into this world, and does not see death, to which all the world is 
drawn, NAMELY, THE ANGEL OF DEATH. For when the time comes 
to do reckoning before his Master, HIS TIME TO PASS AWAY FROM 
THE WORLD, before he does depart he sees him, THE ANGEL OF 
DEATH, as we already explained.
 

 

842. These seven chambers, the seven departments of Gehenom, are 
called 'twelve months'. As there are twelve months of holy grades on 
the side of the Faith, MALCHUT, so the Other Side has twelve 
months, to which the wicked are condemned, and their souls are 
sentenced to. Happy is the portion of the righteous who keep their 
feet in this world away from their gates, to be saved from them in 
that world, SO THEY WILL NOT BE CONDEMNED BY THEM IN 
GEHENOM.
 

 

 
 
54. The first chamber of the Other Side, Empty Pit - the Satan of the Evil Inclination 
We hear that the first chamber is called 'a pit empty of everything'. Whoever enters it has nothing to cling to, nothing to stop him from falling. Rabbi 
Shimon describes the pit and all the chieftains and other spirits of unholiness who judge and torment the condemned soul. This chamber is 
prepared for those who cursed and who threw things in anger.
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843. The first chamber is the beginning of the Evil Inclination. The 
first chamber is called 'a pit empty of everything'. Whoever enters it, 
has nothing to cling to, TO KEEP HIM FROM FALLING. Everyone 
pushes so he will fall and will not rise. There is no support for the 
good in it.
 

 

844. One chieftain called 'Dumah' stands in this chamber,. He stands 
above IN THE THIRD CHAMBER OF THE OTHER SIDE, and below, 
HERE IN THE FIRST CHAMBER. He seizes the soul when it is turned 
down from the holy chamber by the chieftain Tahariel. DUMAH 
stands by the gate of the holy side, NAMELY, BY THE GATE OF THE 
FIRST CHAMBER OF HOLINESS. Dumah stands there in order to 
take hold of the soul, AND DRAW IT INTO THE CHAMBERS OF 
DEFILEMENT, and several complainants and accusers stand with 
him.
 

 

845. Under the chieftain DUMAH there is another chief, and 
thousands and tens of thousands beneath him. This chief is called 
'Pitut'. His job is to seduce (Heb. lefatot) people. He hovers by THE 
SOUL, and entices it to look closely at what it must not see, of much 
whoring and lechery. And all the angels with him stand by it and 
walk before it, and force it to avert it eyes to look at what it must not 
see.
 

 

846. PITUT is an evil mediator, who entices to all those evils. He 
stands by the grave, once the body is sentenced, and crushes the 
eyes. For he earned them while the body was his in this world, and 
so they are his.
 

 

847. In this place, THE GRAVE, the soul is sentenced, until it is put in 
the place called 'pit', where there are some serpents and scorpions, 
WHICH ARE DEMONS. They all bite the soul, grasp and punish it.
 

 

848. In front of THE SPIRIT PITUT, there is another spirit of 
unholiness, above them all. He is in charge over this chamber, and 
all therein travel by his prompting. He is called 'Gamgima', red as a 
rose, always ready to cause evil. When the prayer of man is turned 
down, and he gets no merit for it, then the spirit GAMGIMA rises to 
join the highest spirit of defilement, the SATAN. He then blames from 
above, and remembers the sins of men before the Holy One, blessed 
be He. This is known from the verse, "and the adversary came also 
among them" (Iyov 1:6). It is not written, "and the adversary came," 
but, "and the adversary came also (Heb. gam)," REFERRING TO THE 
SPIRIT GAMGIMA, THAT SHARED THE SATAN'S ACCUSATIONS.
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849. Several other complainants depend upon this evil spirit. Their 
duty is to grasp the evil words or filth uttered by man, and 
afterwards holy words. Woe to them, woe to their lives, for these 
men enable these complainants to rule over the holy place and 
render it defective. Woe to them in this world, woe to them in the 
World to Come. For these spirits of defilement take the unholy word 
UTTERED, and when he afterwards says something that pertains to 
holiness, the evil spirits hasten to take the unholy word and with it 
defile the holy word. And so man does not merit HOLINESS, and the 
power of holiness weakens.
 

 

850. Over these there is a chief called 'Safsirita'. Together with 
complainants, they take the evil things THE MAN SAID and also what 
he threw when he was angry. The chieftain Safsirita then holds the 
object the man threw in his anger, ascends and says, 'This is the 
offering of so-and-so who sacrificed to our side'.
 

 

851. For as the side of rest is of the right side, and of the side of 
Faith, so the side of anger is of the other, evil and unholy side. 
Therefore, whoever throws something in his anger, all those OF THE 
EVIL SIDE take what was thrown, raise it as an offering to that side, 
and say, 'this is the offering of so-and-so'.
 

 

852. The crier resounds in all these firmaments: Woe to so-and-so 
who went after a strange El, and worshipped another El. The crier 
resounds again, saying, "Woe to them! for they have fled from 
Me" (Hoshea 7:13). Happy is the man who is careful in his ways not 
to turn aside to right or left, to fall into a deep pit from which he 
cannot ascend.
 

 

 
 
55. Second chamber of the Other Side, grave - unholy of the Evil Inclination 
The second chamber is darker than the first one, and is called 'grave'. Rabbi Shimon talks about the chiefs in charge of the three openings in the 
chamber and the fiends under them. This chamber is prepared for those who have done sexual crimes during their lives. Two spirits called 'evil' and 
'plague' come out of this chamber and hover over the world, they are called the 'lower spirits' and they come out of the flame of fire.
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853. The second chamber OF THE OTHER SIDE is darker than the 
first chamber. It is called 'grave', corresponding to the name OF THE 
EVIL INCLINATION 'unholy', just as the first chamber is called 'pit' 
corresponding to the name OF THE EVIL INCLINATION 'the Satan'. 
And this one is called 'grave' in relation to the name OF THE EVIL 
INCLINATION THAT 'unholy'. This chamber has three openings.
 

 

854. There is a chief in charge over the first opening, called 'Astiriya', 
and there are several thousands and tens of thousands OF FIENDS 
under him. He is in charge over all those who became corrupted in 
their ways, and spill semen on the ground, emit semen unnaturally, 
or play harlot with their hands, and do not see the Shechinah at all. 
At that time the chief on the side of defilement, whom we mentioned, 
comes out, with the thousands and tens of thousands WITH HIM. 
They all gather upon the man, to defile him in this world. This chief 
and his retinue defile his soul, seize it, and bring it to be judged by 
them.
 

 

855. These FIENDS are called 'steaming emission of sperm', for all 
the angry and defiled live on it, to hover about the man in heat. They 
increase his passion, then take it, together with the semen that was 
spilt to the ground, which strengthens them, and raise it above. They 
cause the covenant ABOVE, WHICH IS YESOD, to be enslaved by the 
side of unholiness TO GIVE THEM ENJOYMENT AND STRENGTH.
 

 

856. Over the second opening there is another chief, Taskifa by 
name. He is in charge over all those who corrupt their way, and do 
not spill their sperm upon the ground but in beasts, or through the 
strict prohibitions of the Torah, such as sexual transgressions. This 
chief and his retinue of several thousands and tens of thousands are 
all in readiness to judge him, in the same way as we said concerning 
the other CONDEMNED IN THE FIRST OPENING.
 

 

857. Come and see: This chief has a cup in his hand called "the cup 
of poison," "the cup of His fury" (Yeshayah 51:17). Those who were 
killed by court or punished for these transgressions are torn from 
the sides of unholiness, and have no portion in them, or in the cup 
called "the cup of poison," because they first drank of another cup, 
BY THE COURT, PRIOR TO THEIR DEATHS. AND DEATH BY COURT 
IS THEIR ATONEMENT.
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858. All those who have not drunk of the cup of the court, NAMELY, 
WERE NOT EXECUTED BY COURT, so that the cup of poison will be 
torn from them, later, when the soul leaves this world, that chieftain 
and those with him seize it. This is, "a bitter day" (Amos 8:10), and 
the soul is filled with all those punishments that are different than 
each other.
 

 

859. In this chamber there is a spirit in charge over those WE 
MENTIONED. He is Niatziriel. From this fierce spirit come out three 
bitter drops, that fall into the cup of poison. One is called 
'division' (Heb. chatzatz), WHICH IS DERIVED FROM EXCISION AND 
ANNIHILATION, AS IN "WHEN THE NUMBER OF HIS MONTHS IS 
ALREADY COMPLETE (HEB. CHUTZATZU)" (IYOV 21:21); the 
second is called "the bitterness of death," AS IS WRITTEN, "SURELY 
THE BITTERNESS OF DEATH IS PAST" (I SHMUEL 15:32); the third 
is called "dregs," AS IS WRITTEN, "THE DREGS, THE CUP OF 
POISON" (YESHAYAH 51:17). These three drops afterwards fall from 
the cup to the sword OF THE ANGEL OF DEATH, who kills people, as 
we said.
  

860. In the third opening stands a chief called 'Sangadiel'. He is in 
charge over all those who put the member of the Holy Covenant in a 
woman on the side of a strange El, and all those who corrupt their 
ways by being false to the sign of the Holy Covenant. This chief and 
all the chiefs with him paint on them pictures of these unholy 
women, by whom their holy member was defiled. All these are 
recorded before him, and when the man leaves this world, they defile 
the spirit.
 

 

861. In this chamber are all the secrets of sorcery of killing people 
before their time and all the magic rhat people use IS STORED 
HERE. All the sorcerers, who practice magic to be defiled by them, 
like Bilaam who cast spells, were first defiled by the steaming semen 
they spilled in beasts. For that Bilaam was sentenced to the 
steaming emission of sperm, as we said. Therefore, this chamber is 
called 'unholy grave'.
 

 

862. There is another spirit in that chamber, in charge under the 
higher spirit. He is called 'Sartaya', and has many thousands and 
tens of thousands under him. They all are sustained by and wait for 
the word, which comes out with the spirit of man, in his dream that 
comes from the holy side. This defiled spirit and all the complainants 
with him come out to join that word. They descend upon it to join it, 
to disprove the matter to him, and let him know other things instead, 
some of them false and some true.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (189 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:52



1

863. This is the way of a liar, that if he does not speak some truth, he 
cannot tell lies SO PEOPLE WOULD BELIEVE HIM. Here also, since 
they are mingled with truthful words HE SAW IN HIS DREAM, they 
disprove them, but LATER they tell him some truth to establish the 
false notions THEY GAVE HIM. Afterwards, it is spread to the lower 
SPIRITS below, who have no existence, nor validity. They announce 
the matter in the world to several sides and to some species.
 

 

864. From this chamber come out two spirits - now they are men, 
and now they turn into women. They go about the world in the air, 
and laugh at men in their dreams, appearing in the guise of pretty 
women in their dreams, and so take the passion of men. Also, to 
women they seem like men. They are called 'evil' and 'plague', as it is 
written, "No evil shall befall you, nor shall any plague come near 
your dwelling" (Tehilim 91:10).
 

 

865. These EVIL AND PLAGUE are called 'the lower spirits', who 
come out of the flame of the fire, for when the spirits above within 
the chamber travel, two flames of fire come out to hover about the 
world, and from them these two spirits, EVIL AND PLAGUE, were 
made. All this is on the side of defilement. Happy are the righteous 
who stayed away from these sides, and kept themselves from them. 
Of this it is written, "that they may keep you from the strange 
woman..." (Mishlei 7:5).
 

 

 
 
56. The third chamber of the Other Side, Dumah, corresponding to the name 'foe' of the Evil Inclination 
Rabbi Shimon says that the third chamber has no light in it at all. It is called 'Dumah', and has four openings with a chief in charge of each opening. 
He describes the openings, the procedures where the verdict is passed, the spirits in charge of deaths, the spirits called 'wrath and fury'. He says 
that thousands of spirits come out of 'wrath' and 'fury' and make people who are studying the Torah sad instead of joyful. We learn that Moses was 
afraid of these spirits when Yisrael sinned by making the golden calf, as we read in: "for I was afraid of the wrath and fury." We read about the spirit 
appointed over the 'evil tongued', the serpent that sheds its skin. Rabbi Shimon says that when the serpents below shed their skin this arouses 
serpents in the 'pit', and all of this is caused by people speaking evil. In the same way when people study the Torah, many angels called 'the holy 
tongue' are united and join with holiness above.

866. The third chamber is dark and somber, for there is no light in it 
whatsoever. It is darker than the first CHAMBERS. It is called 
'Dumah', corresponding to the name OF THE EVIL INCLINATION foe. 
There are four openings to this chamber, one on this side, another 
on that side, and so on.
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867. There is a chief in charge of the first opening, sustained by the 
anger in the world, and when Judgment is upon the world, this chief 
that dwells in that gate takes weapons and puts them at the entrance 
to the synagogue. He is called 'Sakafortaya', and is the stumbling of 
the world. Of this it is written, "The way of the wicked is like 
darkness: they know not at what they stumble" (Mishlei 4:19). When 
he is in power, and there is Judgment upon the world, he goes to see 
who walks alone in a public place, and if he sees him, he may cause 
him harm and weaken his fortune.
 

 

868. On the second opening there is another chief, ready to receive 
the verdicts, NAMELY, THE NOTES UPON WHICH THE VERDICTS 
ARE WRITTEN. This is Sangadiel, under whom there are 
complainants and accusers in power, ready to receive these 
verdicts. THIS CHIEF stands at the SECOND opening.
 

 

869. When he receives the verdict FROM THE CHIEFTAIN MALKIEL, 
OF THE FIRST OPENING OF THE THIRD CHAMBER OF HOLINESS, 
he stands at this opening, then descends into the dark gates below, 
to the one called 'grave', NAMELY, TO THE SECOND CHAMBER OF 
THE OTHER SIDE, and to the one called 'pit', WHICH IS THE FIRST 
CHAMBER OF THE OTHER SIDE, that are below. There are several 
thousands and tens of thousands of officers, whose duty it is to 
execute judgment in the world. Justice is concluded by verdict.
 

 

870. A chief named Angerayon is over the third opening. He is in 
charge over all illness and pains, trembling and the fire within the 
bones, NAMELY, WHICH DO NOT CAUSE DEATH, DRAWN FROM 
THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LEFT. Many thousands and tens of 
thousands of officers come out from him, in charge together with 
him over all the illnesses and pains, as we learned.
 

 

871. In the fourth opening there is a spirit born when the moon was 
in diminution. He is called 'Askara', in charge over the death of 
children. He comes before CHILDREN, laughs with them until 
eventually he kills them. He is seen before them in the guise of a 
woman, like the child's mother, suckles them, laughs at them, grabs 
them and kills them.
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872. In the middle of this chamber stands a spirit called 'Agirison', in 
charge over those who died when they were between thirteen and 
twenty years of age. Their death COMES BY THE HAND OF THAT 
CHIEF, as we explained, by his joining the serpent we mentioned, 
which abides by him and follows him. For that reason the Angel of 
Death is called 'very good', as it is written, "and, behold, it was very 
good" (Beresheet 1:31), which we explained TO BE THE ANGEL OF 
DEATH.
 

 

873. From this place come and spread out two spirits called 'wrath' 
and 'fury', appointed over all those who are rebuked by someone 
who is occupied in the Torah, NAMELY, THAT HE WHO STUDIES 
THE TORAH SCOLDS THEM FOR NOT WALKING THE PATH OF 
TRUTH. They trust him, HIS GOODNESS, and are unaffected by that; 
also those who laugh and mock at the words of the Torah and of the 
words of the sages.
 

 

874. From wrath and fury come out some thousands and tens of 
thousands. They all come out and hover above people who study the 
Torah, or are occupied in the precepts, and walk in their ways, to 
make them sad instead of rejoicing IN THE TORAH AND THE 
PRECEPTS THEY ARE OCCUPIED WITH. Moses was afraid of these 
two when Yisrael sinned BY THE MAKING OF THE CALF, and he 
descended from the mountain, as it is written, "for I was afraid of the 
wrath and fury" (Devarim 9:19).
 

 

875. Under these, WRATH AND FURY, there is a spirit appointed over 
the evil tongued. For when men start to slander, the evil unholy spirit 
above, called 'Sachsicha', is bestirred, dwells upon this stirring of 
the evil tongue that men let loose, and causes, by that arousal of the 
evil tongue, death, sword, and killing in the world. Woe to those who 
awaken this Evil Side and do not guard their mouth and tongue, nor 
care for this. They do not know that awakening above depends upon 
a awakening below, either good or bad.
 

 

876. Come and see: When the evil tongue is awakened below, a slant 
serpent above raises its scales TO STAND UPRIGHT, and stirs from 
head to toe. The scales are all those who transgress the law and 
justice outside.
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877. They bestir to grab that evil word THE MAN SAID, and awaken 
the "piercing serpent" (Yeshayah 27:1), THE MALE SERPENT. Then 
the whole evil body of that serpent bestirs, from head to toe, to 
damage all the chambers of which we talked. Then all the scales on 
the skin come off, and the skin is shed and comes down. The body, 
WITHOUT SKIN AND SCALES, comes up aroused to be an accuser 
above.
 

 

878. Come and see: Though there is a set time for all the serpents in 
the world to shed their skin, NAMELY, EVERY SEVEN YEARS, 
NEVERTHELESS, they shed it only when the evil tongue is stirred 
below. Then the evil serpent above is aroused, and sheds its skin 
and scales. This goes up and that goes down, MEANING THAT THE 
BODY GOES UP AGAINST BINAH, AND THE SKIN AND SCALES 
COME OFF IT AND GO DOWN. This sloughing OF SKIN AND 
SCALES is difficult for the serpent, because it is separated from its 
spouse, NAMELY, THE SKIN AND SCALES ARE THE ASPECT OF 
MALCHUT OF THE SERPENT, THE SPOUSE OF THE SERPENT. WHY 
WOULD IT DO THIS - BE SEPARATED FROM ITS MALCHUT? 
BECAUSE if all were united, NAMELY, WITH MALCHUT, THE SKIN 
AND SCALES WHICH ARE THE ASPECT OF FIERCE JUDGMENT, the 
world would not have been able to bear it. IT IS THEREFORE THE 
CORRECTION OF THE WORLD. WITH ALL THAT, all this is caused 
by the arousal of the evil tongue below. THIS MEANS THAT THOUGH 
IT IS THE CORRECTION OF THE WORLD, IT IS NOT DONE OF ITS 
OWN, BUT CAUSED BY THE SIN OF SLANDER.
 

 

879. When the serpents below shed their skin, each one raises its 
voice, and arouses several serpents in that place called 'pit', where 
there are snakes. All of them gossip ABOUT THE WORLD, to arouse 
the great serpent to gossip about the world. All this is caused by the 
awakening of the evil tongue, which happens below.
 

 

880. In the same manner, whoever studies the Torah, many ANGELS 
called 'the holy tongue', are united and arouse that place called 'the 
holy tongue', NAMELY, the tongue that comes from holiness above, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN, WHICH IS THE 
TIP (TONGUE) OF THE SCALES, THAT JOINS TOGETHER RIGHT 
AND LEFT, SO THAT HOLINESS WILL BE REVEALED IN THEM. 
Many sanctifications and holy beings are bestirred on all sides. 
Happy is the portion of the righteous, who caused sanctifications to 
be stirred above and below, the sanctification above, IN BINAH, and 
sanctification below, IN MALCHUT.
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881. Of this it is written, "You shall therefore sanctify yourselves, 
and you shall be holy" (Vayikra 11:44). "You shall...sanctify 
yourselves" refers to the first water, called 'supernal water', 
NAMELY, THE SANCTIFICATION ABOVE, IN BINAH. And "you shall 
be holy" refers to the last water (fingerbowl water), NAMELY, THE 
SANCTIFICATION BELOW, WHICH IS MALCHUT. The food comes 
between the first and last water. Therefore, the food is not in the last 
water, MALCHUT, but in the first water, BINAH, because the first 
water comes from above, FROM BINAH, where food abides, AS ALL 
MOCHIN ARE FROM BINAH, but it is not in the last water, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT RECEIVING FROM BINAH, WHICH HAS NOTHING ON HER 
OWN. This secret was handed to the high holy men, happy is their 
portion in this world and in the World to Come.
 

 

 
 
57. The fourth chamber of the Other Side, Debt, corresponding to the gruesome mud and a stone of stumbling 
We learn that this chamber has to do with balancing the merits and sins of a person. The fourth chamber on the holy side is called 'merit' and holds 
a man's precepts or good deeds; the fourth chamber on the Other Side is called 'debt' and holds his sins. Then the scales are balanced on Rosh 
Hashanah, and one side or the other wins. If the scales tip to 'merit', the person is given life. If the scales tip to 'debt', he is delivered to death. If he is 
on the side of holiness God answers when he calls to Him. If he is on the side of defilement he has no one to answer him and he is far away from 
God. In this fourth chamber of the Other Side the 'strange Elohim' are found, and also everyone who incites men to prostitution and adultery. Rabbi 
Shimon tells us about the spirits called 'plague' and 'plague and pestilence'. He talks about how the unholy side is strengthened if the tables are not 
prepared properly on Shabbat eve. We learn that in this fourth chamber there are no children, no longevity and no sustenance. Rabbi Shimon 
reveals that those who curse arouse the serpent called "Leviathan, the crooked serpent," who brings curses on the world.

882. The fourth chamber is called 'debt'. This is the gruesome mud, 
corresponding to another name OF THE EVIL INCLINATION, a 
stumbling stone, and all is one. It is CALLED 'debt', BECAUSE all the 
sins of the world ARE THERE, NAMELY, the balancing of the sins, 
AS WILL BE EXPLAINED.
 

 

883. For when men sin, all the complainants take the sins to put 
them in this chamber called 'debt'. As for all the precepts in the 
world, the holy angels, appointed over the merits in the world, take 
them and put them in the fourth chamber OF HOLINESS called 
'merit', where the precepts of men abide. And the sins are in the 
other chamber called 'debt'. They are balanced on Rosh Hashanah, 
for "the Elohim has made the one as well as the other" (Kohelet 
7:14), and according to the tipping of the scales by the precepts or 
sins, this or that side wins. IF THERE ARE MORE SINS, THE OTHER 
SIDE WINS, AND IF THERE ARE MORE PRECEPTS, THE HOLINESS 
WINS.
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884. Therefore, on the day of Rosh Hashanah, life and death depend 
upon these two sides, merit and debt. If the merits tip the scale to 
the side called 'merit', man is written on the side called 'life', since 
these two sides stand on that day, the one on that side, and the 
other on another side. If a man deserves it, and the merits win, he is 
written to life, as the holy side called 'merit' grasps him, and life 
grasps him and says: 'This one is mine, and was mine'. Then Man is 
written into life.
 

 

885. If the sins win, the unholy Other Side - called 'debt and death' - 
grasps him and says: 'This is mine, and was mine'. And then it is 
written that the man is his. This is what we learned, that on the day 
of Rosh Hashanah, a man is written to life or death. If he is written to 
the side of holiness, he is written to life. He abides there and cleaves 
to it. If he is written upon the Other Side, he abides by the side of 
defilement, and clings to it, WHICH IS DEATH. It is either to life or 
death, NAMELY, it is drawn from either this or that side.
 

 

886. Whenever he is on the side of holiness, all sacredness and 
purity cleave to him. He calls and the Holy One, blessed be He, sits 
and listens. Of him says the verse, "He shall call upon Me, and I will 
answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honor 
him. With long life I will satisfy him, and show him My 
salvation" (Tehilim 91:15). As long as he is on the unholy Other Side, 
all defilement, all sins and evils cling to him. He calls and there is no 
one to listen to him. He is far away from the Holy One, blessed be 
He. Of him it is written, "Salvation is far from the wicked" (Tehilim 
119:155), and "even when you make many prayers, I will not 
hear" (Yeshayah 1:15).
 

 

887. This chamber is the dwelling place of all those called 'strange 
Elohim', because they are revealed here. ALSO, HERE ARE FOUND 
all those who incite men to the pleasures of this world, to 
prostitution, to delight in the pleasures of fornication. They pull them 
toward the pleasures and adulteries of the world, as we said.
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888. In this chamber there is a powerful spirit, who has control over 
everyone. He, too, is called 'El', like the other SPIRIT OF THE 
FOURTH CHAMBER on the side of holiness. This is a strange El. He 
seduces the man who is occupied in the Torah, or stands in the 
synagogue. This powerful spirit seduces him, and THE MAN is 
thoughtful. THE SPIRIT says to him, 'Why are you standing here, it is 
better for you to go wherever people boast in front of others, go after 
pretty women, and take delight in the pleasures of the world'. Once a 
man is incited by him, all THE SPIRITS hover and follow him.
 

 

889. There are some other spirits under THE SAID SPIRIT. They all 
defile him in this world, and defile him in that world. These spirits are 
called 'steaming filth' (Heb. tzoa), as it is written, "go you (Heb. tze), 
say to it" (Yeshayah 30:22), FOR THEY TEMPT MAN TO GO OUT 
(HEB. LATZET) FROM THE SYNAGOGUE AND FROM HOLINESS, 
AND INTO THE PLEASURES OF THE WORLD. These are the grades 
that are always ready to defile, as we learned.
 

 

890. In the middle of the chamber there is another spirit called 
'plague', from which comes out another spirit called 'plague of 
pestilence', ready to defile those of evil tongue more than they were 
defiled BY THE THIRD CHAMBER. This high plague is in charge over 
all the tables of Shabbat, for when Shabbat enters and THE TABLE is 
not properly set with the delights of Shabbat, thus slighting Shabbat, 
this plague receives these tables, empty of the delights of Shabbat, 
as we already said.
 

 

891. When the plague receives these tables, the complainants and 
accusers standing there all open and say, "For he loved cursing, and 
it came to him, and he delighted not in blessing, and it was far from 
him. And he clothed himself with cursing like his garment..." (Tehilim 
109:17-18), "Let the creditor seize everything that he has...Let there 
be none to extend kindness to him..." (Ibid. 11-12).
 

 

892. We have established that on Shabbat eve, when the tables were 
given to the Evil Side, that evil unholy side strengthens, and that 
man is delivered to the OTHER Side. Woe to him, for being reduced 
from the side of holiness and given to the other unholy side. It is the 
same for the holiday meals.
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893. Here, in this chamber, is the opposite of children, longevity, and 
sustenance, MEANING THAT THESE THREE ARE WITHHELD FROM 
MEN. There are no CHILDREN, LONGEVITY, AND SUSTENANCE on 
the other, the holy fourth chamber, for they are extended from 
above. But here there are for evil, for when a man reaches this 
chamber, there is life to be consumed and children that are small, for 
from here comes the spirit that is appointed to be their accuser. 
There is food there, to be taken away from man. NAMELY, ALL THIS 
IS FOR THE WORSE. All depends on debt, NAMELY, SINS. 
Therefore, this chamber is called 'debt', as we learned.
 

 

894. From here emerges an unholy spirit called 'Aririya', together 
with thousands and tens of thousands, all called "who curse (Heb. 
orerei) the day," according to the verse, "let them curse it (him) who 
curse the day" (Iyov 3:8). This spirit and those with him are ready to 
take the word of a man who curses himself in anger. They arouse the 
serpent called, "Leviatan, the crooked serpent" (Yeshayah 27:1), so 
it would bring and awaken curses upon the world. This is the 
meaning of, "let them curse it who curse the day..."
 

 

895. Those who curse the day rule over the minutes and hours of the 
day, AND THEREFORE THEY ARE CALLED "WHO CURSE THE 
DAY." They take the words the man cursed himself by, whether in 
anger, or by oath, and with that word they arouse the slant serpent 
called 'Leviatan', to make him harm the world. Therefore, Job, in his 
grief, cursed his day, not his body, SO THEY WOULD NOT GRAB HIS 
WORDS, as it is written, "and cursed his day" (Iyov 3:1), and 
afterwards "let them curse it (him) who curse the day." May the 
Merciful One save us from the Evil Side and its Judgments, and from 
all that is evil.
 

 

 
 
58. The fifth chamber of the Other Side, Sheol, corresponding to the name 'uncircumcised' 
Rabbi Shimon tells us that the chief in charge of the fifth chamber, named 'enmity,' has a duty to stir up accusations in the world. There is another 
spirit in this chamber called 'robber'. All those who rob, who corrupt and destroy, and who kill by sword and spear emerge from this chamber and 
take their nourishment from it. We learn of spirits called 'spoilage' and 'famine'. As long as people do acts of kindness and give others food and 
drink these spirits are pushed away, but when Yisrael does not do acts of kindness the two spirits attack Yisrael. Rabbi Shimon tells how these 
spirits are also called 'foreskin', and are under the command of the spirit called 'Gezar Dinaya', or 'verdict'. 'Verdict' puts people in Sheol when they 
do not observe the sign of the holy covenant by having their sons circumcised. We are told of another spirit, 'Afrira', ashes of dust, who seduces 
people to stray from the path of truth. Lastly Rabbi Shimon explains the difference between 'first water' and 'last water,' or 'precept' and 'debt'. He 
says that Yisrael is blessed when God purifies them with supernal clean water.
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896. The fifth chamber is called 'Sheol', corresponding to the name 
of the Evil Inclination, uncircumcised, which we explained to be the 
secret of the foreskin. In this chamber there is one opening, and a 
chief in charge over it. The duty of this chief is to stir up accusations 
upon the world. This spirit is called 'enmity', after the name of the 
opening, enmity. This is understood from the verse, "and I will put 
enmity between you and the woman..." (Beresheet 3:15).
 

 

897. There is a spirit in this chamber who rules everything. He is 
called 'robber' (Heb. shoded), and is a "wasting (Heb. shod) and 
destruction" (Yeshayah 59:7). This robber abides in the high 
mountains between rocks and mountains. From this chamber all the 
robbers suck, who corrupt and destroy; from here emerge those who 
kill by sword and spear, who go after "the bright blade of a revolving 
sword" (Beresheet 3:24), to exterminate everything.
 

 

898. From this spirit comes out another spirit called 'spoilage'. When 
famine has sway in the world, the spirit called 'spoilage' joins 
another spirit called 'famine'. They go about the world, as 
adversaries to men. This is the meaning of the verse, "at destruction 
and famine you shall laugh" (Iyov 5:24). They accuse men and rob 
all. The one is called 'spoilage', for haunting the high mountains, and 
robbing, destroying and wasting everything. Then he comes back to 
rob men, and they die of weakness, THAT HE CAUSES THEM. When 
people eat but are not satiated, it is due to him.
 

 

899. At that time, whoever does an act of kindness by men, and 
gives them food and drink, he is worthy of pushing these two spirits 
out, so they will have no power over the world. But when Yisrael do 
no kindness by men, and the other nations do kindness in the world, 
then these two spirits temper their business WITH THE NATIONS, 
and attack Yisrael, since then the Other Side becomes stronger and 
Yisrael are subjugated.
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900. When Yisrael are kind, the Other Side is subdued and weakens, 
and the side of holiness gathers strength. But when Yisrael are not 
aroused to do kindness, the two spirits turn to subdue Yisrael and all 
the blessings flowing from the right side above, the other nations 
suckle them. This is WHAT THE SHECHINAH SAID: "they made me 
keeper of the vineyards" (Shir Hashirim 1:6), which are the other 
nations. "But my own vineyard I have not kept" (Ibid.), which is 
Yisrael, CALLED 'THE SHECHINAH'S VINEYARD', for the other 
nations took THE SHECHINAH in their midst, by the kindness they 
do by men. And Yisrael keep her away, for they are not kind as the 
rest of the nations.
 

 

901. Under these spirits are those called 'foreskin', the foreskin of 
the shoot, the foreskin of the branch. Above them there is a chieftain 
called 'Gezar Dinaya' (Eng. 'verdict'). He is appointed over those who 
do not observe the years of foreskin of trees, and those who delay 
the circumcision of their sons. For that the serpent wanted to kill the 
son of Moses, until Tziporah circumcised him, as it is written, "and 
cut off the foreskin of her son..." (Shemot 4:25).
 

 

902. This spirit is in charge over men who corrupt their ways, and do 
not care for the glory of their Master, by observing the sign of the 
Holy Covenant. THIS SPIRIT puts them in Gehenom, in the place 
called 'Sheol' and perdition (Heb. Avadon), where they are 
sentenced, as we explained here.
 

 

903. In the middle of this chamber there is another spirit, standing 
and lurking by the ways and paths, to look for those who transgress 
the words of the Torah, and to bring hatred between MEN below and 
above, for the whole chamber is enmity.
 

 

904. This one and all the others are in the habit of being friendly 
toward people and seducing them to stray from the path of truth and 
follow them. Then they kill them, and they are dead in both worlds, 
as it is written, "but her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-
edged sword" (Mishlei 5:4).
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905. This spirit is called 'Afrira', ashes of dust. He has no offspring, 
nor fruit in the world, since he is made of ashes of dust. Though he 
is called by that name, he is not of the holy soil which bears fruit, 
called "dust (Heb. afrot) of gold" (Iyov 28:6), but of "the ashes (Heb. 
afar) of the burnt purification" (Bemidbar 19:17), FOR ASHES ARE 
CALLED 'DUST'. He is "the ashes of the burnt purification," the 
indication IN THIS VERSE, comes in two versions, the one because 
that spirit is included within the purification (Heb. chatat) of sin, 
which is the secret of the powerful serpent CALLED BY THAT NAME. 
The other is when the man commits sin (Heb. chatat) and 
strengthens the dust, so it rules the world.
 

 

906. This SPIRIT CALLED 'DUST', is included within "the bitter water 
that causes the curse" (Bemidbar 5:18). Therefore the woman, who 
has gone astray from her husband and behaved as a harlot, should 
be given a drink of the water that comprises the dust of the ground 
of the Tabernacle. That dust comes from the place called 'ground', 
WHICH IS THE ASPECT OF BRIYAH, AND BRIYAH is called 'the 
ground of the Tabernacle', WHICH IS MALCHUT OF ATZILUT 
CALLED 'TABERNACLE'. The dust, WHICH IS THIS SPIRIT, comes of 
the same ground. For that reason the priest should give the woman a 
drink in that manner, TO PUT DUST OF THE GROUND INSIDE THE 
WATER. All that is a supernal allusion.
 

 

907. Happy is the portion of Yisrael, for the Holy One, blessed be He, 
purifies them with supernal, clean water, NAMELY, THE WATER OF 
BINAH, as it is written, "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and you shall be clean" (Yechezkel 36:25). We explained about clean 
water, when we talked OF THE DIFFERENCE between first water and 
last water. And though we explained there, THAT FIRST WATER IS 
OF BINAH AND LAST WATER FROM MALCHUT, SO first water is 
considered a precept, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and last water a debt. 
We expounded upon the two sides, that THE SUPERNAL WATER is 
of the side of holiness called 'precept', and the LAST WATER is 
called 'debt', which is the Other Side IN THIS CHAMBER. For that 
reason the Other Side takes its share of that water. Of this the verse 
says, "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be 
clean."
 

 

 
 
59. The sixth chamber, evil, corresponding to the name 'shadow of death' 
Rabbi Shimon describes the openings to the sixth chamber: 'death', 'evil', 'shadow of death' and 'somber'. These four openings cause evil, and this 
particular chamber comprises all the other chambers of defilement as well. Here all the evil lusts are found that cause people to be denied the World 
to Come. The chamber also includes all the pleasure of the fools, the heartless and the witless. Rabbi Shimon describes the meaning of: "but her 
end is bitter as wormwood," telling us that when a man succumbs to temptation he is punished by 'the harlot' who spills bitter drops into his mouth 
that then rip the soul away, cause his death and make his face become green and putrid. We learn next of the results of vanity. Rabbi Shimon offers 
two explanations of the verse: "I have had to sacrifice peace offerings," and talks about the fate of adulterers. He concludes by saying that when 
men take their pleasures in the world the good inclination stays away from them and eventually they are judged. The righteous are happy in this 
world and in the World to Come.
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908. The sixth chamber stands above the rest of the lower chambers. 
There are four openings to this chamber: one is called 'death', one 
'evil', one 'shadow of death' and the last one 'somber'. These four 
openings are there to cause evil, and comprise everything, FOR 
SINCE IT CORRESPONDS TO THE HOLY CHAMBER OF TIFERET, 
WHICH INCLUDES ALL THE OTHER SIX CHAMBERS CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, SO THIS 
CHAMBER OF DEFILEMENT INCLUDES ALL THE CHAMBERS OF 
DEFILEMENT.
 

 

909. As there are on the side of holiness, in the secret of the Faith, 
four openings to the four sides, connected to each other, all of them 
holy, so it is down here. When they are united and joined with each 
other in this chamber, then this chamber is called 'a roomy house', 
as it is written, "a brawling woman in a roomy house" (Mishlei 21:9). 
This chamber is there to cause evil always.
 

 

910. It is written of this chamber, "but the kisses of the enemy are 
profuse" (Mishlei 27:6), for here abide all the evil kisses and evil 
lusts, and all the pleasures of the body in this world, for which 
delights man is driven from this world and the World to Come. Of 
this chamber the verse says, "For the lips of a strange woman drip 
honey..." (Mishlei 5:3). THESE DEFILED KISSES AND PLEASURES 
HERE CORRESPOND TO THE KISSES AND DELIGHTS OF THE 
SIXTH CHAMBER OF HOLINESS.
 

 

911. There is a spirit in this chamber in charge of all those below, 
that adornments of beauty more than the chambers BENEATH IT. 
The feet of fools are trapped in this chamber, of which the verse 
says, "Lust not after her beauty in your heart, nor let her take you 
with her eyelids" (Mishlei 6:25).
 

 

912. All the lusts in the world are from this chamber, and all the 
pleasure of the fools, the heartless and the witless, as it is written, 
"and beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, 
a young man void of understanding, passing through the street near 
her corner... in the twilight, in the evening" (Mishlei 7:7-8). Then his 
feet approach this chamber, which comprises all those below it, 
BEING THE CHAMBER OF TIFERET OF DEFILEMENT, WHICH 
INCLUDES ALL THE SIX DIRECTIONS. Then "behold, there met him 
a woman with the attire (Heb. sheett) of a harlot, and wily of 
heart" (Ibid. 10). The word 'sheett' refers to this sixth (Heb. shtit) 
chamber in number. Here stands the harlot to seduce the fools.
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913. In this chamber THE HARLOT resides yet resides not, for she 
comes down to seduce, then goes up and blames, as it is written, 
"her feet do not remain in her house: now she is outside," WHEN 
SHE COMES DOWN TO SEDUCE, "now in the streets" when she 
goes up TO BLAME, "and she lies in wait at every corner" (Ibid. 11-
12) , to take his soul away, NAMELY, TO KILL HIM.
 

 

914. It is further written, "So she caught hold of him, and kissed 
him" (Ibid. 13). These are defiling kisses, to mislead people to follow 
her, for here is the place of all the evil kisses and strange harlotries, 
which are sweet for the moment, and woe to their ending, as it is 
written, "and her mouth is smoother than oil" (Mishlei 5:3).
 

 

915. It is also written, "but her end is bitter as wormwood" (Ibid. 4). 
HE ASKS: What is the meaning of "bitter as wormwood"? HE 
ANSWERS: When a man is tempted by her in this world, when his 
time arrives to pass away from this world, she is upon him, arrayed 
before him in a garment of a body of fire, a sharp sword in her hand, 
with three drops in it.
 

 

916. We explained that one of the drops OF THE SWORD is bitter, 
and when she spills it in a man's mouth, it enters his bowels, and the 
soul is confused. The drop travels within the body and plucks the 
soul from its place, and does not let it return. THE DROP is bitter as 
wormwood, and man tastes bitterness instead of the sweetness he 
savored in this world when he was attracted to her. She throws at 
him another drop, and the soul leaves, and the man dies. She then 
tosses yet another drop and his face becomes green and putrid. THE 
REASON THE SOUL LEAVES IS because the soul is sacred, and 
when the Other Side has power over it, it runs away from it, not to be 
with it.
 

 

917. For that reason, as man clings with evil kisses in this world, 
also at this time, if he followed her in this world and left the holy 
side, the soul does not come back to the holy place, for since he 
went after her in this world, she now has control over his soul, and 
the soul leaves the body by ropes, as we explained. All that is 
caused by the sweet kisses she gave him in this world, and later, at 
that hour, he finds them bitter. Of this IT IS WRITTEN, "So she 
caught hold of him, and kissed him" (Mishlei 7:13) in this world, as 
we explained.
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918. "And with an impudent face said to him" (Ibid.), for in this 
chamber are all the accusers, THOSE WHO SPEAK ILL OF MEN, and 
the evil messengers that abide by man, and cause him to adorn 
himself and curl his hair, bathe and bedeck himself so he would be 
looked at. Here stands a spirit called 'Skatufa', in charge of the 
adornment and coiffure of men.
 

 

919. Inside this chamber stands another chieftain, who arouses man 
and then arouses them, THE SPIRITS - NAMELY, HE STRENGTHENS 
THEM. After the man has adorned himself and done his hair, IT 
ENTICES HIM to take a mirror in his hand, and puts it in his hands. 
AND THE MAN looks at it, and sees his form in that mirror. By this 
another force stirs the spirit. It is called 'Asirta', whence come all 
those who show false visions to men in their dreams, and those who 
show things TO MEN, which do not happen, but are confused.
 

 

920. Then, when men are drawn TO LOOK at this vision called 
'mirror', they become haughty. The spirit Asirta bestirs another spirit 
chief under him, who enters the lowest of the holes to raise another 
spirit from there, who shares his duties with the spirit Askara, whom 
we spoken of, who is Lilit, the mother of demons. When man arouses 
the other spirit, Asirta, BY LOOKING AT THE MIRROR, man is united 
with him and connected with him always. Then, on each new moon, 
this evil spirit of the mirror is awakened together with Lilit, WHO IS 
ASKARA. Sometimes the man is hurt by them and falls to the 
ground, not able to rise, or he dies. This is caused by looking at the 
mirror he looked at, for as the haughtiness in his heart is seen, when 
he looks at the mirror, so he draws more the evil spirit to him. For 
that reason everything depends on the awakening down below.
 

 

921. "I have had to sacrifice peace offerings" (Mishlei 7:14). Come 
and see: Peace offerings are not offered for a debt or for purification, 
but for peace. What is the meaning of peace offerings? Peace 
offerings are of two sides, AND THANKS TO THEM no one blames 
him above or below. The accuser is the left side of the Evil 
Inclination, AND BY THE PEACE OFFERINGS there is peace in the 
right. Therefore it is written, "I have had to sacrifice peace offerings," 
IN THE PLURAL FORM.
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922. Another explanation for, "I have had to sacrifice peace 
offerings": SHE SAYS TO HIM, I am come in tranquility, to offer you 
peace, and for that reason "this day have I paid my vows" (Ibid.), of 
seducing men always. "So I came out to meet you..." (Ibid. 15), for I 
know you are heartless and ungrateful, and "diligently to seek your 
face" (Ibid.) and come together with you in all the evil in the world. It 
is worthy of you to have pleasure and go after the lust of this world. 
She pushes him from one thing to another, from evil to evil, AND 
SAYS TO HIM, I have searched amongst the fools and have found 
you. Now I found you, to cling to you.
 

 

923. "Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning" (Ibid. 18). 
This is the meaning of "The eye also of the adulterer waits for the 
twilight" (Iyov 24:15), for this is the time of reign, AS THE KLIPOT 
ONLY RULE AT NIGHT. "let us take our fill of love": we shall go 
together, for I am with you. For until now you were a boy in your 
strength, and if you do not please yourself now, when then? When 
you are old SHALL YOU HAVE PLEASURE? Now is the time. Why? 
"For my husband (lit. 'the man') is not at home" (Mishlei 7:18). This is 
the Good Inclination, who is not here inside you, nor is this its time, 
"he is gone a long journey" (Ibid.). FOR THE GOOD INCLINATION 
does not abide by man, only from afar, when he is thirteen years of 
age or more, AND EVEN THEN not in every man. But I stay with you 
since the day you were born, as it is written, "sin crouches at the 
door" (Beresheet 4:7), NAMELY, WHEN HE CAME FROM HIS 
MOTHER'S WOMB. And now that you have no wife is the time to 
have pleasure.
 

 

924. "He has taken a bag of silver" (Mishlei 7:20). THESE ARE THE 
LIGHTS CALLED 'SILVER'. HE TOOK THE GOOD INCLINATION BY 
HAND, to raise above, and stay there to have pleasure. "And will 
come home at the new moon" (Ibid.), namely, when will THE GOOD 
INCLINATION cross his path? On the day of the new moon, 
Judgment Day, to oversee the trial, as it is written, "at the full (also: 
'covered') moon on our feast day" (Tehilim 81:4), WHICH ALLUDES 
TO THE JUDGMENT DAY, ROSH HASHANAH. For when a man 
delights in the pleasure of the world, and takes his fill of pleasure, 
THE GOOD INCLINATION stays away from him, and when Judgment 
is upon the world, it comes back to do justice by him. Therefore, 
"with her much fair speech she causes him to yield...till a dart strike 
through his liver" (Mishlei 7:21-23). Happy are the righteous, who 
know the holy ways to walk by them, and stray neither right nor left. 
They are happy in this world and in the World to Come.
 

 

 
 
60. The seventh chamber of the Other Side, the dregs of wine 
We learn that the seventh chamber is the chamber of the dregs of wine, the dregs produced by the pressing of the bad grapes. Rabbi Shimon says 
that Eve gave Adam a drink of the dregs of wine and thus sent him to this seventh chamber. This is explained as meaning that she brought death to 
Adam and to all the generations after him. We are told of those who come to this chamber, defiled spirits, those who frequented prostitutes, and 
bastards. The seventh chamber corresponds to Gehenom, and in it there is a point from that all the other evil spirits come out and roam around the 
world. Rabbi Shimon also talks about the spirits ruled by 'Nesira' ('sowing') who weaken the unholy side and perform miracles for people who are 
not evil. From the seventh chamber the 'fire of a strong wind' emerges that judges the wicked of the world. We hear of the blazing spirit of fire and 
snow called 'Tzalmon' who also comes from here. Rabbi Shimon tells about four openings in the seventh chamber that face outside; in each 
opening the kings of other nations who did not oppress Yisrael are allowed to stand sometimes and see the light from the side of holiness. Rabbi 
Shimon concludes this description of the seven chambers by saying that we should remain on guard against the aspect of the serpent manifested 
by these seven chambers, and remember that even if we are saved from the head we are not necessarily saved from the tail. It is wise for men to 
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avoid sinning so that the serpent will not bite and kill them.

925. The seventh chamber is the chamber of the dregs of wine, to 
drink one's fill, NAMELY, TO GET DRUNK BY, as it is written, "and he 
drank of the wine, and was drunk, and he was 
uncovered" (Beresheet 9:21). The pressing of the grapes, the bad 
grapes, is done here, and it becomes foaming wine, AS IT IS 
WRITTEN, "FOAMING WINE; IT IS FULL OF MIXTURE...BUT ITS 
DREGS, SHALL ALL THE WICKED OF THE EARTH...
DRINK" (TEHILIM 75:9). FOAMING WINE MEANS the dregs of the 
wine. There is no one who drinks of them without bringing death to 
himself. Of this wine Eve gave her husband a drink, thus putting him 
in this chamber, as we learned that she pressed grapes and gave 
him to drink, thus bringing death to him, and to the whole world after 
him.
 

 

926. In this chamber are the unholy souls, who descend upon all 
those who cleave to this DEFILED side. The defiled spirit, who 
descends upon those of this side, comes from here. As for those 
who strayed from their way in the world and practiced prostitution 
where they should not have, and shunned the way of truth, when one 
cleaves to the side of the Evil Inclination by harlotry, a spirit of 
defilement comes out of this chamber to defile him and the child he 
begot BY PROSTITUTION.
 

 

927. That child is called 'a bastard', for he came from the side of a 
strange El. As a man is on the side of the Evil Inclination by that 
passion and harlotry, so he draws to that child another unholy spirit 
who defiles, and everyone testifies about him that he is a bastard, as 
happens to all his deeds and sides.
 

 

928. From this chamber comes a spirit in charge of the spirits, called 
'northern' (Heb. tzefoni), THE SEVENTH NAME OF THE EVIL 
INCLINATION. This is derived from the verse, "Whoever who hides 
her hides (Heb. tzafan) the wind (spirit)" (Mishlei 27:16). This spirit is 
in charge of THE NORTHERN. And the seventh chamber 
corresponds to the name OF GEHENOM, called "the nether parts of 
the earth" (Yechezkel 31:16). Of this, THE SAID NORTHERN, it is 
written, "and I will remove far off from you the northern one" (Yoel 
2:20).
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settin...har/doc/Shemot/25%20-%20Pekudei.htm (205 of 212)2004-08-06 ¿••• 9:24:52



1

929. Here there is a point standing in the innermost part. From here 
come out all the other spirits, who roam about the world, and rule 
over the world, by the things and deeds delivered on the left side. 
From here come out glitters and sparks, that are quenched 
immediately, burn and IMMEDIATELY are extinguished. From these 
are issued other spirits who hover about the world, and join THE 
SPIRITS that come from the great deep, as it is written, "Your 
Judgments are a great deep" (Tehilim 36:7). These are the spirits not 
destined to be clothed in this world, WITH THE GARMENT OF THE 
WORLD; they are seen and seen not, as we learned.
 

 

930. Also, THERE ARE spirits who roam about the world. They 
perform miracles to people who are not much steeped in the filth of 
defilement like others. There is a spirit appointed over them, called 
'Nesira' (Eng. 'sowing'), because he is sowed AND SEPARATED from 
the most unholy sides, and they soar up in the air, and weaken their 
unholy side, so miracles may be performed to those of the holy side.
 

 

931. From the spirit that was sowed AND SEPARATED FROM THE 
UNHOLY SIDE, called 'Nesira', come out some other sides divided to 
several kinds. All of them do errands in the world, each according to 
his worthiness. And so kings and ministers are appointed below. 
Yet, their existence is not continuous like that of the other ones 
above.
 

 

932. This chamber is the unity of the unholy side, and all unholy 
lusts, which defile the world. It is destined to put forth fire at any 
time, and no one will prevail against it. From here comes fire of a 
strong wind, with which to judge below the wicked of the world; from 
here comes out a blazing spirit, of fire and snow, called 'Tzalmon', as 
it is written, "snow falls in Tzalmon" (Tehilim 68:15).
 

 

933. There are four openings in this chamber, divided into four sides 
facing outside. They are united and not united on the side of 
holiness. They are not REALLY united, but through these openings a 
light is seen, shining FROM THE SIDE OF HOLINESS. There is a 
place prepared in every opening to the righteous of the nations, who 
did not oppress Yisrael, and strove to do them right. They stand in 
these openings and rest there.
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934. In the opening in the middle of the chamber, on the outer side, 
there are six openings connected with the chamber. They all hold on 
to it. Here there are windows open on the side of the holy light. 
These places are made for the kings of the other nations, who did 
not oppress Yisrael and always protected them. They are honored 
because of Yisrael, and enjoy, in the darkness where they sit, the 
light shining from the side of holiness, as it is written, "All the kings 
of the nations, even all of them, lie in glory" (Yeshayah 14:18).
 

 

935. If they did wicked things to Yisrael or oppressed them, they are 
seized and sentenced below three times a day, by several different 
punishments for the oppressing kings. They are sentenced in that 
world to several punishments, and every day they have to give 
testimony about Yisrael, and their Faith, then they descend to be 
judged below. Happy are Yisrael in this world and in the World to 
Come.
 

 

936. So far the seven chambers, the departments of the side of 
defilement of the aspect of the serpent WERE EXPOUNDED UPON. 
Happy is whoever is saved from it and its incantations THAT ARE 
GIVEN TO IT FROM ABOVE, so it would not bite him, nor inject 
poison in him until he is dead. We should be guarded from it on all 
sides, above and below. Whoever is saved from the head, is not 
saved from the tail, for when it bows his head, it lifts up its tail, 
strikes and kills.
 

 

937. With all that, "if the serpent bites and cannot be charmed (also 
'without a charm')" (Kohelet 10:11). We learned that it is given 
permission and takes away the soul. For that reason it behooves a 
man to beware of sinning before the Holy One, blessed be He, so 
that the serpent may not be charmed to bite and kill.
 

 

 
 
61. "dust of the ground' 
Rabbi Shimon begins with: "And Hashem Elohim formed man of the dust of the ground," saying that man is made of dust, not clay. He interprets 
"dust shall be the serpent's food" and "He will destroy death forever" and "awake and sing, you that dwell in dust..." to mean that until the 
resurrection the serpent will have the power to rule, seduce and mock mankind. He speaks of the male and the female sides of the serpent and the 
male sun and the female moon, saying that darkness and somberness never separate, as written in: "and there was a thick darkness."
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938. "And Hashem Elohim formed man of the dust of the 
ground" (Beresheet 2:7), of dust, not of clay. He is dust and to dust 
shall he return, as it is written, "for dust you are, and to dust shall 
you return" (Beresheet 3:19). After he sinned, it is said of the 
serpent, "and dust shall you eat all the days of your life" (Beresheet 
2:14). This dust is man, of whom it is written, "for dust you are." 
Therefore it is written, "dust," not earth or clay, and "dust shall be 
the serpent's food" (Yeshayah 65:25).
 

 

939. Until the Holy One, blessed be He, will arouse, and put away the 
spirit of defilement from the world, as it is written, "He will destroy 
death forever" (Yeshayah 25:8). And the dust will be resurrected, and 
will be roused to rejoice in the world, as it is written, "awake and 
sing, you that dwell in dust..." (Yeshayah 26:19).
 

 

940. It is written, "the serpent was craftier than all the beasts of the 
field" (Beresheet 3:1), we already explained this verse. Nevertheless, 
that which rode ON THE SERPENT gave it power to rule, seduce and 
deviate from the path. He, WHICH RIDES UPON IT, is the secret of 
the male side OF THE SERPENT, for the male rules over the female 
and gives her power. The sun and moon, MALE AND FEMALE, 
officiate as one, and never separate. SO, darkness and somberness 
officiate together; he, THE MALE SERPENT is darkness, and she, 
THE FEMALE IS somber, as it is written, "and there was a thick 
darkness" (Shemot 10:22), darkness and mist. There is MALE 
darkness and FEMALE darkness.
 

 

 
 
62. "the end of all flesh" 
Rabbi Shimon explains to Rabbi Elazar about "the end of all flesh." He talks about the sacrifice on the altar where the priest, the Levites and Yisrael 
officiate respectively through their service, their singing and their prayers. Before the offering people should confess all their sins and 
transgressions and also the evil thoughts they had. The offerings awaken the Holy Spirit so that the three Columns Right, Left and Central are joined 
and raised up to the illumination of Chochmah and then upwards to infinity.

941. We learned that whoever sees a camel in his dream, was 
sentenced to death, but was saved. This is the side of defilement 
called "the end of all flesh" (Beresheet 6:13).
 

 

942. One day Rabbi Elazar was sitting before Rabbi Shimon. Rabbi 
Elazar said: This End of all Flesh, does it get enjoyment from the 
offerings Yisrael sacrifice upon the altar, or does it not? He said to 
him: All got their satisfaction as one, above and below.
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943. Come and see: The priest, Levites, and Yisrael, THE SECRET OF 
THE THREE COLUMNS, RIGHT, LEFT AND CENTRAL, are called 
'man together', by joining all the sacred desires ascending from 
them TO MAYIN NUKVIN (FEMALE WATERS), THE PRIESTS BY 
THEIR SERVICE, THE LEVITES BY THEIR SINGING, AND YISRAEL 
BY THEIR PRAYERS. Before offering the ewe lamb, ram, or cattle 
upon the altar, a man should confess over it all the sins, 
transgressions and evil thoughts he contemplated. Then this 
offering is called 'a beast in every respect', completed by sins, evils, 
and thoughts.
 

 

944. Like the goat to Azazel, of which says the verse, "and confess 
over him all the iniquities of the children of Yisrael..." (Vayikra 
16:21), here too, THE CUSTOM OF CONFESSING SINS SHOULD BE 
PRACTICED, for when the sacrifice is offered upon the altar, this 
goes to its place, and that goes to its place, the one in the secret of 
man, and the other in the secret of beast, as it is written, "Hashem, 
You preserve man and beast" (Tehilim 36:7).
 

 

945. The offering of fine flour, and the rest of the offerings, should 
awaken the Holy Spirit with the service of the priests, the song of the 
Levites and the prayer of Yisrael. By the smoke, oil, and flour that 
rise UPON THE ALTAR, the other claimants take their fill and are 
satiated, who cannot have control over the Judgment given them. All 
is done at the same time. Come and see: All is done in the secret of 
the Faith, to give abundance, the one to the other, NAMELY, THAT 
RIGHT AND LEFT WILL GIVE TO EACH OTHER AND BE PERFECTED 
BY EACH OTHER, and to raise what needs to be raised, NAMELY, 
THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, WHICH SHOULD BE 
ELEVATED UPWARD FROM BELOW up to the Endless Light.
 

 

 
 
63. The chamber of the secret of sacrifice 
Rabbi Shimon prays that revealing the mysteries as he has done will please God. This leads into an interpretation of the mystery of 'thought'. He 
explains it this way: The supernal thought desires above all to pursue the source of illumination and to illuminate it with its own light, but there is a 
veil between them. Light pursues the supernal thought but can reach only as far as the veil, not beneath it. The supernal thought itself is considered 
unknown, its illumination strikes the illumination of the veil so that they shine together. This causes nine chambers to be formed, that are described 
only by what they are not. All nine lights that stand in the thought of Arich Anpin desire only to pursue the nine chambers in which are found all the 
secrets of the faith. The lights of the mystery of the supernal thought above and below are all called 'infinity' - here neither desire nor thought are 
found. When thought shines it is not known by whose light, but it is concealed in Binah and shines upon whoever it shines. The thought and the 
person enter each other until they are joined as a complete whole. During the sacrifice on the altar all grades are moving up, and thought is then 
'bedecked by infinity,' since the illumination by which the supernal thought shines is called 'infinity'. Everything takes its existence from this 
completely unknown illumination. Rabbi Shimon speaks again about 'the end of all flesh,' or the Other Side. He says that there is a joyful bond 
between Binah and Arich Anpin, on earth between male and female, and between Briyah, Yetzirah and Asiyah. He talks again about the sacrifice of 
the goat during each new moon, and about how the 'end of all flesh' desires only flesh; the soul goes up to another place. Rabbi Shimon tells us that 
a righteous man is in himself a sacrifice for atonement, therefore he atones for the whole world. He turns to "Then a cloud covered the Tent of 
Meeting," telling us that when the cloud covered the Tabernacle the Shechinah dwelled on the earth and the spirit of defilement, the end of all flesh, 
was removed from the world. If the wicked did not draw the spirit of defilement back into the world, it would stay away. Lastly, we learn that in the 
future God will remove the spirit of defilement, as in: "He will destroy death for ever." Rabbi Shimon ends Pequdei with a blessing to Hashem.

946. Rabbi Shimon said: I have raised my hands high in prayer. HE 
PRAYED THAT REVEALING THESE MYSTERIES WOULD PLEASE 
THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE. When supernal desire up above, 
THE SECRET OF KETER OF ARICH ANPIN, is supported by the 
desire that is not known, nor ever conceived, the head, which 
conceals more the higher ones, emanates whatever it emanates, and 
is not known. It illuminates whatever it illuminates, all of it concealed.
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947. The desire of the supernal thought, KETER OF ARICH ANPIN, is 
to pursue it and to illuminate with its light, BUT a veil is spread 
BETWEEN THEM, through which, by the pursuing after the supernal 
thought, light reaches and reaches not, BECAUSE OF THE VEIL. It 
illuminates up to the veil whatever it illuminates, BUT NOT BENEATH 
THE VEIL. Then a supernal thought illuminates with a concealed 
illumination, which is not known. The thought itself is considered 
unknown.
 

 

948. Then the illumination of the unknown thought strikes the 
illumination of the veil, which IS SUPPORTED AND shines by what is 
not known and unknown, and what is not revealed. Thus the 
illumination of unknown thought strikes the light of the veil and they 
illuminate together.
 

 

949. Nine chambers are thereby formed. THESE chambers are not 
lights, spirits, nor souls, and no one can conceive them. The desire 
of all nine lights standing within thought OF ARICH ANPIN, each of 
THE NINE numbered, is to pursue THE NINE CHAMBERS, while THE 
NINE LIGHTS still are in thought OF ARICH ANPIN, BUT THE NINE 
CHAMBERS are not conceived or known. FOR these NINE 
CHAMBERS are not considered of THE ASPECT OF desire, nor of 
THE ASPECT OF the supernal thought, ARICH ANPIN, which they 
grasp yet grasp not. In these NINE CHAMBERS are all the secrets of 
the Faith. And the lights of the mystery of the supernal thought 
above and below, are all called 'the Endless World', FOR the lights 
reach here and reach not, nor are they known. Here abides neither 
desire nor thought.
 

 

950. When thought shines, though it is not known by whose light, it 
is clothed and concealed within Binah, and shines upon whoever it 
shines upon. They enter each other until they are joined as a 
complete whole.
 

 

951. In the secret of the sacrifice, when it is offered (lit. 'ascends'), 
everything is connected and shines upon each other. Then all 
grades are on the ascent, and thought is bedecked by the Endless 
World. For the illumination, by which the supernal thought 
illuminates, which is completely unknown, is called 'the Endless 
World', from which everything takes its existence, and which shines 
upon that which it shines on. HAPPY IS THE PORTION OF THE 
RIGHTEOUS IN THIS WORLD AND IN THE WORLD TO COME.
 

 

952. Come and see: The Other Side, which is called 'the End of all 
Flesh'. As there is a bond above, BETWEEN BINAH AND ARICH 
ANPIN, in joy, so beneath, IN MALE AND FEMALE, AND BRIYAH, 
YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH, THERE IS A CONNECTION BETWEEN 
THEM in happiness and desire to give satisfaction to all, high and 
low, and Ima stands properly by Yisrael.
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953. Come and see: In each new moon, when the moon starts to wax, 
NAMELY, WHEN MALCHUT RENEWS ITS UNION WITH ZEIR ANPIN, 
the End of all Flesh is given another portion, A GOAT OF THE NEW 
MOON, in addition to THE USUAL sacrifices, so it may busy itself 
with it and attend to its own portion, and the side of Yisrael will stay 
for them alone, so they will be united with their King.
 

 

954. This is the reason for sacrificing a goat (lit. 'hairy'), being the 
portion of Esau, of whom it is written, 'hairy', "Esau my brother is a 
hairy man" (Beresheet 27:11). Therefore, he attends to his own 
share, and Yisrael to theirs. This is the reason for the verse, "For 
Hashem has chosen Jacob to Himself, Yisrael for His peculiar 
possession" (Tehilim 135:4).
 

 

955. Come and see: All that 'End of all Flesh' ever desires is flesh. 
Therefore, the correction of flesh is always by it. Hence, it is called 
'the End of all Flesh', yet he is in control over the body, but not over 
the soul. The soul ascends to its place, and the body is given to this 
place, THE END OF ALL FLESH, like a sacrifice; when the desire 
goes up one place else, TO MALE AND FEMALE, the flesh goes up to 
another place, THE END OF ALL FLESH.
 

 

956. A righteous man is in himself a sacrifice for atonement. This is 
not so for he who is not righteous, because he is blemished, as it is 
written, "for it shall not be acceptable for you" (Vayikra 22:20). 
Therefore, a righteous man atones for the world, a real sacrifice. 
Happy are the righteous in this world and in the World to Come.
 

 

957. "Then a cloud covered the Tent of Meeting" (Shemot 40:34), for 
when the cloud covered the Tabernacle, the Shechinah dwelt upon 
the earth, and the spirit of defilement, the End of all Flesh, was 
removed from the world. It vanished into a hole of the great deep, 
and the Holy Spirit hovered about the world, as it is written, "Then a 
cloud covered the Tent of Meeting."
 

 

958. It is written, "And Moses was not able to enter the Tent of 
Meeting, because the cloud rested on it" (Ibid. 35), as the Holy Spirit 
dwelt upon the world, and the defiled spirit vanished, except when 
the wicked draw it again upon the world. If they do not, it is not there.
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959. In the time to come, the Holy One, blessed be He, will remove it 
away from the world, as it is written, "He will destroy death for ever, 
and Hashem Elohim will wipe away tears from off all faces and the 
insult of His people shall He take away from off the earth: for 
Hashem has spoken it" (Yeshayah 25:8). And "and I will cause...the 
unclean spirit to pass out of the land" (Zecharyah 13:2). 
Blessed be Hashem forever, Amen and amen, may Hashem reign 
forever and ever, amen and amen.
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