1

1. "All the rivers run into the sea"

Rabbi Chiya opens with: "All the rivers run into the sea, yet the seais not full...," saying that these rivers are the secret of the Sfirot that are the holy
rivers that filled the great sea, Malchut. The sea then flows over and provides water for the animals in the field. The sea of Malchut takes in the
springs, the lights of Zeir Anpin, and pours them out into the Holy Chariots below. All of these are named and counted by Malchut. We are told that
'the Tabernacle' in the opening verse is Malchut, and that the grades that she waters correspond to the utensils of the tabernacle, all of which are

called by name.

1. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the
Testimony as they were counted, according to the commandments
of Moses..." (Shemot 38:21). Rabbi Chiya opened the discussion with
the verse: "All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not

full..." (Kohelet 1:7). This verse has already been elucidated and
learned. Yet all these rivers are the secret of the holy rivers and
springs, THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, that filled and flowed to
illuminate and fill this great sea, MALCHUT. And when the great sea
is filled by these rivers, it flows over and waters the field animals as
it is written - "they give drink to every wild beast" (Tehilim 104: 11),
WHICH ARE THE GRADES OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH.

2. The verse preceding, "THEY GIVE DRINK TO EVERY WILD
BEAST," is "He sends the springs into the valleys..." and after it,
"they give drink to every wild beast: the wild asses quench their
thirst." These are the lower Chariots, OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND
ASIYAH, CALLED '"WILD BEASTS' AND 'WILD ASSES'. And when the
sea, MALCHUT, receives THE SPRINGS, THE LIGHTS OF ZEIR
ANPIN, it takes and swallows them inside, then lets water out on the
other side, which is the Holy Chariots below IN BRIYAH, YETZIRAH
AND ASIYAH, and waters them and all are counted and numbered by
name. FOR ALL THE GRADES THAT MALCHUT WATERS, SHE
CALLS BY NAME, as it is said, "He calls them all by

names" (Yeshayah 40:26). Therefore it is written: "These are the
accounts of the Tabernacle." FOR THE TABERNACLE IS MALCHUT,
AND THE GRADES THAT SHE WATERS, NAMELY THE UTENSILS OF
THE TABERNACLE, ARE ACCOUNTED, THAT ARE CALLED BY
NAME.
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2."Oh how great is Your goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear You"
Rabbi Yosi says that people should observe the ways of God, for every day a voice tells people to stay away from sin. He tells us that supernal

judgment is a wheel that is constantly turning, lifting people up and bringing them down. The wicked are pushed from the wheel and fall into a pit;
they will never see the light that has been stored up for the righteous in the World to Come. "Oh how great is Your goodness" refers to this light. We
are told that "You have performed for those who trust in You," means that God created the world with that light. Rabbi Yosi next tells us that..." in
the sight of the sons of men" means that the construction of the world by means of the light sustains people, people live by it. The building of the
world is like the building of the Tabernacle: both of them came from the power of the stored light. The Tabernacle, Malchut, was created by left and
right, and Moses, the Central Column, founded it.

3. Rabbi Yosi opened the discussion with the verse: "Oh how great
is Your goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear You,
which You have performed for those who trust in You in the sight of
the sons of men!" (Tehilim 31:20). "Oh how great is Your goodness"
MEANS how much should people observe and know the ways of the
Holy One, blessed be He, for every day a voice resounds and
proclaims, saying, 'Beware you people, close the doors of sins, stay
away from the net that captures PEOPLE, before your legs are
caught in the net.' There is a wheel constantly turning in the world,
THE SUPERNAL JUDGMENT. It goes up and down, LIFTS UP AND
BRINGS DOWN PEOPLE. Woe to those whose legs are pushed from
the wheel, for they fall into a pit kept for the wicked people of the
world.
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4. Woe to those who fall INTO THAT SAID PIT, for they will never rise
nor be illuminated by the light stored up for the righteous in the
World to Come. Happy are the righteous in the World to Come, for
many lights are stored up AND KEPT for them, many delights of that
world are laid up for them as it is said, "Oh how great is Your
goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear You." We
already explained that, "Oh how great is Your goodness," refers to
the light stored up for the righteous in the World to Come, as it is
written, "And Elohim saw the light, that it was good" (Beresheet 1:4),
and - "light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in
heart" (Tehilim 97:11), "SOWN" MEANING STORED UP. Upon this IT
IS WRITTEN, "Oh how great is Your goodness."

5. It is written here, "Oh how great is Your goodness," and
elsewhere, "And Elohim saw the light, that it was good." ASIT IS
SAID, THERE UPON THE LIGHT THAT IT IS GOOD, SO HERE "YOUR
GOODNESS" MEANS '"YOUR LIGHT". "Which You have laid up,"
MEANS that when the Holy One, blessed be He looked at the light,
He also looked at the wicked destined to commit sins in the world,
and so He stored up that light to grant it to the righteous in the
World to Come, as we learned.

6. It is said, "You have performed for those who trust in You." HE
ASKS: Why IS IT SAID first "laid up" and then "performed"? HE
ANSWERS THAT "laid up" MEANS, as we said, STORED FOR THE
RIGHTEOUS. "Performed" MEANS THAT by that stored light, the
Holy One, blessed be He performed the workmanship of the world.
We know this from the verse, "These are the generations of the
heaven and of the earth when they were created" (Beresheet 2:4). It
is written, 'Abraham’, BECAUSE THE LETTERS OF "WHEN THEY
WERE CREATED (HEB. BEHIBAR'AM)" ARE THE SAME LETTERS
AS 'BY ABRAHAM' (HEB. BEABRAHAM). For the light of Abraham,
WHICH IS CHESED, is stored up by the Holy One, blessed be He,

who, by using it, performed the building of the world, as it is written -

"You have performed for those who trust in You," NAMELY, for
those who sit under the shade of the Holy One, blessed be He, WHO
TAKE REFUGE IN HIS SHADE.

7."...in the sight of the sons of men": THE MEANING OF THIS IS that
this construction, done by that light, sustains people in the world
and is their existence. And though the light is stored up, people live
by it in this world. "Performed" refers to the building of this world
according to an orderly plan. The building of the world is like the
building of the Tabernacle, that was constructed in the same manner
as the world, as we explained.
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8. It is written here, "These are the accounts of the

Tabernacle" (Shemot 38:21), and elsewhere, "These are the
generations of the heaven and of the earth." THIS INDICATES THAT
THE ACTIONS ARE THE SAME IN BOTH CASES, for all the
generations produced by the heaven and earth were formed and
came out by the power of the stored light, and also the accounts of
the Tabernacle came out by that power OF THE STORED LIGHT.
From where do we know that? From the verse, "And Betzalel the son
of Uri, the son of Chur, of the tribe of Judah" (Shemot 38:22), of the
right side, WHICH IS ABRAHAM, THE STORED LIGHT AS SAID, and
with him Aholiav, of the left side, and the Tabernacle, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, was founded by Right and Left. And Moses, who was

between them, THE SECRET OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN, founded it.

3."And in mercy athrone was established"

Rabbi Elazar opens with the verse: "And in Mercy a throne was established, and he sat upon it in truthfulness..."
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He says this means that the

thought went up to join with the will and joy that come from the incomprehensible, Atik. The joy shone into the thought, Aba, and then united with
the supernal Ima by the light of Chesed in a never-ending union. Rabbi Elazar talks about the supernal hidden temple called Yisrael-Saba and
Tevunah where all the lights flow through, the lights of Chassadim, Chochmah and Da'at from the right, left and Central Columns. He speaks about
'the throne,' saying: "and he sat upon it in truthfulness" means that God sits upon the throne by right of the seal that is truth. He adds that "inside
the tent of David" is the lower throne. Then Rabbi Elazar turns to ."..judging, and seeking judgment, and quick to do righteousness." This refers to

the joining of the Left Column, the Central Column, and the Throne of Judgment that is the lower court, Malchut.

9. Rabbi Elazar opened the discussion with the verse: "And in mercy
athrone was established, and He sat upon it in

truthfulness..." (Yeshayah 16:5). "And in Mercy a throne was
established" refers, as we explained, to the thought, THE SECRET
OF CHOCHMAH, CALLED 'THE SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA'. It went
up to BE ESTABLISHED by the will and joy from the most hidden of
all that is never known nor conceived, WHICH IS ATIK. The joy FROM
ATIK shone into the thought, ABA, and came to wherever it came,
NAMELY, IT UNITED WITH THE SUPERNAL IMA BY THE LIGHT OF
CHESED IN A NEVER ENDING UNION, IN THE SECRET OF THE
VERSE, "BECAUSE HE DELIGHTS IN MERCY (HEB.

CHESED)" (MICHAH 7:18).

10. Until ABA AND IMA were concealed, THAT IS, ESTABLISHED
AND CLOTHED in a supernal temple, BINAH, CALLED YISRAEL -
SABA AND TEVUNAH. This temple is hidden above IN ITS PLACE,
NAMELY, CHOCHMAH IS NOT REVEALED THERE IN ITS PLACE. But
in that place are drawn and flow all the lights, THE LIGHT OF
CHASSADIM FROM THE RIGHT COLUMN, THE LIGHT OF
CHOCHMAH FROM THE LEFT COLUMN, AND THE LIGHT OF DA'AT
FROM THE CENTRAL COLUMN. ONLY THE LIGHT OF CHASSADIM
from the right travels first. Then all the lights travel, THE LIGHTS OF
CHOCHMAH AND OF DA'AT. The lower throne, MALCHUT, is
amended from the right side, because the Holy One, blessed be He,
ZEIR ANPIN, made this throne with Chesed, DRAWN FROM THE
RIGHT COLUMN OF YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH AND
SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA. "and he sat upon it in truthfulness," for
He establishes the universal seal. He does not sit upon the throne,
MALCHUT, save by right of the seal which is truth, THE
ESTABLISHING OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN CALLED 'TRUTH' "in
the tabernacle of David" (Yeshayah 16:5), WHICH IS MALCHUT, the
lower throne.
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11."...judging, and seeking judgment, and quick to do
righteousness" (lbid.) IS THE END OF THE VERSE. He is judging,
MEANING, by the side of Judgment, THE LEFT COLUMN, "and
seeking Judgment" by the side of Mercy, THE CENTRAL COLUMN;
"and quick to do righteousness" refers to the Throne of Judgment,
which is the lower court, NAMELY MALCHUT. Come and see: In the
same manner, the Tabernacle was established only by that side,
RIGHT, like the Chesed we mentioned, IN THE SECRET OF "AND IN
MERCY A THRONE WAS ESTABLISHED." And thereby, all the
generations were numbered and set in order, THAT ARE DRAWN
FROM MALCHUT.

4."These are the accounts of the T abernacle"
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Rabbi Shimon opens by saying that God created this world in the image of the higher one. When He wanted to create the world He looked at the
Torah, and He looked at the Holy Name, Yud Hei Vav Hei. He created the world with Chochmah, Tevunah and Da'at, through wisdom, through

understanding, and through knowledge. The Tabernacle was built from these as well. We are told that Moses was dumbfounded when told to create

the Tabernacle, because he didn't know how until God showed him the spiritual form of each thing; then each of these forms reshaped itself to

resemble the imagined form made on earth. Moses saw each of these forms in Malchut, the mirror that does not shine but only reflects, but he grew

confused over which image to use, so God told him to use the imaginary image and He would use the spiritual image, thus combining the two.

Another explanation for 'the accounts of the Tabernacle' is that the Holy Spirit, in the form of the Tabernacle, was a mirror that reflected to everyone
the amount of gold and silver offered by Yisrael. After the work was completed Moses had to count everything up to prove his trustworthiness, and
even the Other Side was able to find no fault with him. Rabbi Shimon turns to the meaning of 'testimony’ in "the Tabernacle of the Testimony," and
offers two explanations of why the Levites serve in the Tabernacle. Rabbi Aba introduces a new topic, that time when God will increase peace in the
world and the root of the Tree of Life will prevail. We also learn that blessings only exist where they aren't being counted. Rabbi Chizkiyah offers his
explanation of the title verse, saying that the 'holy ground' Moses stood on was the Shechinah, and that God made him ruler over Malchut. Whatever

Moses decreed God performed. Moses was the voice, Zeir Anpin, that uttered the speech, Malchut, and he inventoried the Tabernacle so it could

come out of exile.

12. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the
Testimony, as they were counted, according to the commandment of
Moses" (shemot 38:21). Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion with
the verse: "In the beginning Elohim created the heaven and the
earth" (Beresheet 1:1). This was already explained and expounded
upon in different manners, yet the Holy One, blessed be He created it
resembling the higher one, so this world will be shaped like the
higher world, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And all the supernal hues of
above were installed below IN THIS WORLD, to join and connect
world to world, THIS WORLD TO MALCHUT.

13. And when the Holy One, blessed be He wanted to create the
world, He looked at the Torah and then created it. And He looked
upon the Holy Name, YUD HEI VAV HEI, which comprises the Torah,
and gave existence to the world. The world was created by three
sides - Chochmah, Tevunah, and Da'at. By Chochmabh, as it is written
- "Hashem by Wisdom founded the earth" (Mishlei 3:19); by Tevunah,
as it is written - "by understanding (Heb. Tevunah) He established
the heavens" (lbid.); and by Da'at, as it is written - "by His knowledge
(Heb. Da'at) the depths were broken up" (Ibid. 20). So all contribute
to the existence of the world, and by these three, the Tabernacle was
built, as it is written, "and | have filled him with the spirit of Elohim,
in Wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge" (Shemot 31:3).
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14. All these three, CHOCHMAH, TEVUNAH AND DA'AT, were alluded
to in this verse. "In the beginning" corresponds to "in Wisdom," FOR
CHOCHMAH IS CALLED 'BEGINNING' AS IT IS WRITTEN, "THE
BEGINNING OF WISDOM" (TEHILIM 111:10); "Elohim created"
corresponds to Tevunah, FOR TEVUNAH IS CALLED 'ELOHIM'. "The
heaven" is as written - "and in knowledge." FOR ZEIR ANPIN IS
CALLED 'HEAVEN' AND IS THE INNER MEANING OF DA'AT. And all
are mentioned in the building of the Tabernacle. In this secret it is
written, "And these are the accounts of the Tabernacle," for this is
the secret of Chochmah, AS ACCOUNTS AND NUMBERS ARE
DRAWN FROM CHOCHMAH. "The Tabernacle of the Testimony," is
the secret of Tevunah, FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH,
REVEALED IN YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH, IS CALLED
'TESTIMONY". "According to the commandment of Moses," is the
secret of Da'at, FOR MOSES IS THE SECRET OF DA'AT. All is done
the one corresponding to the other, for everything the Holy One,
blessed be He, created in this world, He created it as the reflection of
above. All this is shown in the building of the Tabernacle.

15. Come and see: When the Holy One, blessed be He told Moses to
construct the Tabernacle, Moses was dumbfounded, for he did not
know what to do, until the Holy One, blessed be He showed him how
it looked, as it is written, "And look that you make them after their
pattern, which was shown to you in the mountain" (Shemot 25:9).
The meaning of "after their pattern” is as we learned, that the Holy
One, blessed be He showed Moses the supernal form of each thing,
THE SPIRITUAL FORM, and each one OF THE SPIRITUAL HIGHER
FORMS shaped itself to RESEMBLE the IMAGINED form made on
earth. IN THIS WAY MOSES KNEW.

16. HE ASKS: It should have been written, 'which you see' instead of
"which was shown to you," AND ANSWERS: We learned that the
mirror which does not shine, WHICH IS MALCHUT, showed him
within it all the wheels and shapes made below, like a mirror
reflecting within itself every image.

17. This is the meaning of the verse, "which was shown to you."
"You" is the secret of the mirror which does not shine, MALCHUT,
which reflected all those forms for Moses to see. And he saw each
thing correctly, as if looking through a glass lamp, and within a
mirror reflecting all the shapes. And when Moses beheld them, he
found it difficult. FOR INSIDE MALCHUT THE SPIRITUAL SHAPE OF
EVERY OBJECT STOOD OUT, ONLY EACH SHAPE RESEMBLED
THE IMAGINARY SHAPE PERTAINING TO THIS WORLD IN THE
TABERNACLE, SO THERE WERE TWO SHAPES TO EACH OBJECT:
THE SPIRITUAL AND THE IMAGINARY SHAPE. THEREFORE,
MOSES FOUND IT DIFFICULT, FOR HE KNEW NOT WHICH ONE TO
GRASP. So the Holy One, blessed be He said to him, 'you follow
your signs and | follow Mine," THAT MOSES SHOULD GRASP THE
IMAGINARY SIGNS OF EVERY OBJECT, AND THE HOLY ONE,
BLESSED BE HE WOULD GRASP THE SPIRITUAL SIGNS OF EVERY
OBJECT. AND THEN THE SPIRITUAL SHAPE WOULD DWELL ON
THE IMAGINARY SHAPE. Moses was then clear-minded as to the
construction OF THE TABERNACLE.
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18. And when all the work was completed, Moses had to count
everything, so Yisrael would not say that some gold and silver was
left, and that he was planning to take it. Therefore, he counted before
Yisrael, as it is written, "and be guiltless before Hashem and before
Yisrael" (Bemidbar 32:22).

19. The reason the verse states, "These are the accounts of the
Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the Testimony," is that the Holy Spirit,
WHICH IS MALCHUT, CALLED 'TABERNACLE', was a mirror which
reflected to everyone the amount of all the gold and silver offered by
Yisrael. And the Holy Spirit would say, "and the silver of them that
were numbered of the congregation was a hundred

talents..." (Shemot 38:25), and "all the gold that was applied for the
work..." (Ibid. 24), for the Holy One, blessed be He was pleased with
all the craftsmen, and wanted to display their trustworthiness before
all.

20. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle.” Come and see: At
the time when the construction of the Tabernacle took place, the
Other Side roamed about, to bring accusations. He found no flaw in
the faithfulness of the craftsmen, so the Holy One, blessed be He
caused him to yield before Moses. And he, THE OTHER SIDE, had to
check their worthiness in spite of himself and to acknowledge it
before all. This is the mystery of the verse, "These are the accounts
of the Tabernacle." And we explained that "These" is the same as in
"even these may forget" (Yeshayah 49:15), REFERRING TO THE
OTHER SIDE, FOR BOTH CASES ALLUDE TO THE OTHER SIDE. It is
also written, "as they were counted according to the commandment
of Moses." For there, ACCORDING TO MOSES, all was counted and
numbered, until the accounting of the Tabernacle was complete
before Moses and all of Yisrael.

21."These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the
Testimony." HE ASKS: What is "Testimony"? HE ANSWERS THAT
the word 'Tabernacle' is written twice, "THE TABERNACLE, THE
TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY." One above, IN BINAH, THE
TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY, and one below, IN MALCHUT,
THE TABERNACLE. And the Tabernacle is called "the Tabernacle of
the Testimony." What is "the Testimony"? It is as in the verse, "the
tribes of Yah (Heb. Yud-Hei), a testimony to Yisrael" (Tehilim 122:4),
this name, YUD-HEI, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, is a
testimony to Yisrael.

22. The verse, "This He ordained in Yehosef for testimony..." (Tehilim
81:6) is explained in the same manner. IT IS CALLED 'testimony' for
the name Yah in Yehosef, WHICH STANDS FOR CHOCHMAH AND
BINAH, is surely a testimony. These two letters, YUD AND HEI, give
testimony everywhere, NAMELY, THEY SHINE WITH THE
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH CALLED 'EDEN' OR 'TESTIMONY".
And there is testimony here IN YUD-HEI. For this reason IT IS
WRITTEN, "the Tabernacle of Testimony" MEANING THAT it is the
Tabernacle of that testimony, YUD-HEI, NAMELY BINAH. Therefore it
is called a Tabernacle, after the secret of the Holy Name, YUD-HEI.
This is the meaning of the verse, "and My testimony that | shall teach
them" (Tehilim 132:12). Since that place YUD-HEI is the most hidden
and concealed of all, THEREFORE IT IS SAID, "I SHALL TEACH
THEM."
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23."As they were counted, according to the commandment of
Moses." HE ASKS: | do not know yet whether the Tabernacle was
counted or the Testimony, AS IT WAS SAID, "THE ACCOUNTS OF
THE TABERNACLE, THE TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY." HE
REPLIES: Assuredly the Testimony was, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF
YUD-HEI AS MENTIONED. For since the day the patriarchs and the
tribes, the sons of Jacob, passed away from the world, Yisrael were
left in exile, and because of all their troubles, they forgot the
knowledge of the Supernal Holy Name, which is the name
Testimony, that sustains heaven and earth, NAMELY, THE MOCHIN
OF MALE AND FEMALE. For these two letters, YUD-HEI, established
the high and low worlds, and all the sides of the world, NAMELY,
THEY GIVE THEM MOCHIN.

24. When Moses came, this name OF YUD-HEI was accounted and
remembered in the world, and when he was in the thorn bush, he
immediately asked about this name, as it is written, "and they shall
say to me, what is His name? What shall | say to them?" (Shemot
3:13). There the name was entrusted to Moses. THIS IS THE SECRET
OF THE VERSE, "AS THEY WERE COUNTED, ACCORDING TO THE
COMMANDMENT OF MOSES."

25. HE ASKS: IT IS WRITTEN, "THE TABERNACLE OF THE
TESTIMONY... the service of the Levites," What is "the service of the
Levites?" HE ANSWERS this is a secret, as it is written, "and the
Levite shall do the service (lit. 'serve him')" (Bemidbar 18:23). For HE
is the secret of the Holy Name, BINAH, that is called 'he' and not
'you', NAMELY, THIRD PERSON AND NOT SECOND PERSON, LIKE
MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED 'YOU'. That is the reason the Levites
serve THE TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY, WHICH IS BINAH.
Another explanation: the service of the Levites is carrying the
Tabernacle upon their shoulders from one place to another, as it is
written, "But to the sons of Kehat he gave none, because the service
of the sanctuary belongs to them, they bore it on their

shoulders" (Bemidbar 7:9). THEREFORE THE TABERNACLE IS
CALLED IN THEIR NAME, NAMELY "THE SERVICE OF THE
LEVITES."

26. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the
Testimony." Rabbi Aba opened the discussion with the verse: "And
in that day it shall be, that the root of Yishai..." (Yeshayah 11:10). "In
that day" refers to the time when the Holy One, blessed be He will
increase peace in the world, and then the root of the Tree of Life will
prevail, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN, THAT
RECONCILES AND MAKES PEACE BETWEEN RIGHT AND LEFT.
From this root all other roots will prevail below, NAMELY, THE
GRADES IN MALCHUT AND IN BRIYAH, YETZIRAH AND ASIYAH, for
they all are rooted and draw their strength from it.

27. The verse continues, "...that stands for a banner of the

peoples" (Yeshayah 11:10), for it is a banner and an ensign to the
mystery of the Holy Name, YUD HEI VAV HEI. "To it shall the nations
seek" (Ibid.) because there is found the secret of existence, THAT IS,
MOCHIN, of the Holy Name. Therefore the nations shall seek it, IN
ORDER TO RECEIVE CHOCHMAH AND DA'AT FROM THERE, "and
many people shall go and say, 'come and let us go up to the
Mountain of Hashem" (Yeshayah 2:3). Therefore, "to it shall the
nations seek." "And his resting place shall be glorious" (Yeshayah
11:10), "His resting place" is the Temple, WHICH IS MALCHUT, as it
is written, "This is My resting place forever" (Tehilim 132:14); it will
be "glorious" because it is thus called 'the Glory of Hashem,' when
"the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun" (Yeshayah
30:26), THE LIGHT OF MALCHUT SHALL BE AS THE LIGHT OF ZEIR
ANPIN, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold" (Ibid.), AND THE
LIGHT OF ZEIR ANPIN WILL BE SEVENFOLD WHAT IT WAS
BEFORE.

IR LRWT K K3 W nwh b by pb ik 23
INTY TP KPR .Y INT IR ,TPD NKISwn INT
{738 I1pPoRMOKT Knit (RT pAa LMY N
MRDWR APYYT Y1 peaw por b3 xabyn
TN WK IPRY PINRD kM5 Do
RNW IDRT KT KDY KWMIp KWT K1Y KyrD)
JUNK 10 PORT  RYIRY KIMET KRR MY

Kn5YT 1100 191 KM vr-'.':'m MmpiK

KT NRW 12T IPONK AW RDKT (2 24
M7 kv by ':mw T mea Mo 197 .xabya
1am +n-:'-':r-'. iR MR iRy m 15 MK 237

YR B 5y KT XY TRDOK

KT K1Y KDR .onba nray wn onbin ntay 2s
KNI KM KT KT MDA Tayy 2onam
NT PN TIDK IR KDL KIT PRI KUTTD
PRT anba n7ay kYT aRT onba nmiay
237 ,ANKY KN Mbny Sy Kiswn phv)
nnsa omby wIpR NTiay 15 NI kS nop nab

AR

KK 137 i3 MY (oW [3WNN TP NYK 26
Dira °Em o w Wl M o Tim L nnb
RRSW WO NI M2 KWTPT KA R0
RITM nmT RKISINT Ruw onpm ,m:'::::
17 ,m:-m'? P IRw *“’3&‘.’ N KU

ST TRYPNRY [WINWK

KDY KRR TN INTT DMy D1 TRiY WK 27
1R0T AT oA 1'-*':1*. JRUTIR Kaw RH': m:'ﬂ
oY 1PHR 3 P21 LRUMIR KRWT KRPRT RN
mhyn 1:’7 AR DY Dy 1:':':1 RT3 AT
-:n'!-n AUATY oMa 1'-’:'1*. 87 ':m S M n 'm
nKY :rr;\:g:l RUTpR 1:; ) ,ml:nu; ,11:; ml:nu;
RATI2 /M 1933 1P 1377 713D Y MY i
7K1 AT 7iRD maabn vi mm o 2mT Nar

.DNYAY T ann



28. And the resting place of the root of Yishai, WHICH IS MALCHUT,
called 'the glory of Hashem' must never be counted or numbered.
What is the reason? Because no blessing dwells wholly upon
something counted. Blessings prevail only where there is no
reckoning. And this is the first time MALCHUT was counted, as it is
said, "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle."

29. Come and see: The Tabernacle is now subject to an inventory,
FOR MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'TABERNACLE' CORRESPONDS
TO THE LEFT COLUMN, WHENCE COUNTING COMES. Therefore it
needed the prayer of Moses, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE
CENTRAL COLUMN JOINING RIGHT AND LEFT AND POURING
BLESSING UPON THEM AS MENTIONED ABOVE, as it is written,
"And Moses blessed them" (Shemot 39:43). What is the blessing he
gave them? 'May blessing be upon the work of your hands.' There
were no blessings upon that counting until Moses bound it to the
upper Tabernacle, BINAH, as it is written, "These are the accounts of
the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the Testimony, as they were
counted according to the commandment of Moses." AND THE
TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY IS BINAH, and were it not for
Moses who did the counting, they would not have been able to count
as it is written, "according to the commandment of Moses."

30. He opened the discussion and said: "And the word of Hashem
came to him (Elijah), saying, 'Arise, go to Zarephath...behold, | have
commanded a widow woman there to sustain you™ (I Melachim 17:8-
9). HE ASKS: Where did the Holy One, blessed be He, command her?
AND HE REPLIES: Before entering the world, the Holy One, blessed
be He decreed above that the crows should bring food to Elijah, and
that woman should give food to Elijah.

31. It is written: "And she said, 'As Hashem your Elohim lives, | have
nothing baked, but a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in the
cruse..." (Ibid. 12). The meal was counted, for the jar contained a
handful of meal, and that was its quantity. Being measured, it was
not worthy for a blessing to dwell in it. But it is written, "For thus
says Hashem, the Elohim of Yisrael, 'The jar of meal shall not be
spent, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that Hashem
sends (Heb. tet) rain upon the earth™ (lbid. 14), AND BECAUSE OF
THAT BLESSING, THERE WERE BLESSINGS UPON IT THOUGH IT
WAS MEASURED.

32. HE ASKS: It is pronounced 'tet' BUT IS WRITTEN 'TITEN' (ENG.
'GIVE'"), why is this so? HE ANSWERS in all that generation there
was no person who was meritorious like that woman. Therefore it
was written: 'titen' (lit. 'she will give'), to say, you will give rain upon
the world due to your great merit.
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33. It is written: "And the jar of meal was not consumed, neither did
the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of Hashem which He
spoke through Elijah" (Ibid. 16). And though the meal was measured,
for it was a handful, NEVERTHELESS no blessings were stopped
from it, because of what Elijah had said, that "the jar of meal shall
not be spent." And it is written, "the jar of meal was not spent." Even
though the Tabernacle of the Testimony was accounted, since this
was decreed by Moses, blessings dwell in it all the more. Therefore it
is written, "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle
of the Testimony that were counted according to the commandment
of Moses."

34. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle." Rabbi Chizkiyah
opened the discussion and said: "Do not come near, put off your
shoes from off your feet..." (Shemot 3:5). This verse was thus
explained, that the Holy One, blessed be He separated Moses from
his wife so he may cleave to the Shechinah, as it is written, "for the
place on which you stand is holy ground" (Ibid.). The holy ground is
the Shechinah, NAMELY, holy unity with the high world Moses held
on to at that time.

35. For then the Holy One, blessed be He connected him with the
fondness of above, and he was appointed supernal chieftain in
charge of the house, MALCHUT, MEANING THAT HE BECAME A
CHARIOT OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS SUPERIOR TO MALCHUT. He
decrees, and the Holy One, blessed be He performs, as it is written,
"and the earth opens her mouth, and swallows them up..." (Bemidbar
16:30), and "as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that
the ground split" (Ibid.). It is also written, "Rise up, Hashem...Return,
Hashem" (Ibid. 10:35-36). That is why it is written, "as they were
counted, according to the commandment of Moses," for according
to Moses the Tabernacle was accomplished, and everything
counted. The counting of the Tabernacle, MALCHUT, was done by
Moses, as it is written, "| have indeed taken count of you" (Shemot
3:16). Moses was a voice, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN that utters the
speech, MALCHUT, and he took count of it so it may come out of
exile. And now you are commanded to draw holiness from above
downward, as it is written, "And let them make Me a sanctuary, that |
may dwell among them" (Shemot 25:8).

36. "And Betzalel the son of Uri, the son of Chur, of the tribe of
Judah..." (Shemot 38:22). Rabbi Yehuda said: We have already
learned that Betzalel was of the right side, FROM CHESED, and
arranged everything. Moreover, Judah was the king and ruler over
the rest of the tribes. Therefore, he who accomplished the whole
work of the Tabernacle issued from him. It was explained that
BetzalEl means 'IN THE SHADOW' (HEB. BETZEL) OF EL. Who
dwells in the shadow of EI? The right side, AS CHESED IS CALLED
'EL". From this side did he construct everything and he inherited the
Wisdom to accomplish all the work.
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37."And with him was Aholiav, son of Achisamach, of the tribe of
Dan" (Ibid. 23). He is of the left side, of rigorous Judgment, FOR DAN
INDICATES JUDGMENT (HEB. DIN). We already explained that by
these two sides, RIGHT AND LEFT, the Tabernacle was made,
WHICH IS MALCHUT. It was built and tied to them, so it may be
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between right and left. And this was already taught and explained.
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5. "Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth"

Rabbi Yehuda says that when God created the world He threw a precious stone down from underneath the throne of glory. It fell into the abyss and
one end of it stuck out, this is now the foundation of the world. From this point are three circles of expansion. The first is clear and pure, and
corresponds to the temple and Jerusalem. The second is delicate and clear, though not so pure as the innermost circle, and corresponds to all of
Yisrael. The third is all the rest of the world. The ocean surrounds them all. This schema is also the secret of all the colors in the eye that surround
the middle point that gives the power of vision to the whole eye. This is like the Holy of Holies, the Ark and the Seat of Mercy, this point is the means
of sight for the whole world. The people who merit forgiveness and mercy go into the temple until they reach the middle point that is "Beautiful of

situation, the joy of the whole earth, Mount Zion..."

38. He opened the discussion and said: "Beautiful for situation, the
joy of the whole earth; Mount Zion, the sides of the north, the city of
the great king" (Tehilim 48:3). Come and see: When the Holy One,
blessed be He created the world, He threw one precious stone from
beneath the throne of glory. It fell down to the abyss, where one
edge was stuck, and the other edge of the stone was up. This other
head which stood upward is the one point standing in the middle of
the universe, whence it spreads right and left and in all directions.
And THE WORLD exists by that middle point, called

'‘foundation’ (Heb. shtiyah), as from it the world spreads in all
directions. We have to explain further, that 'Shtiyah' consists of 'shat
Yah (Eng. 'Yah has put')', and that the Holy One, blessed be He put
(Heb. shat) it to be the foundation of the universe and the plant of
everything.

39. The earth was spread in three ways around the point, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, FOUND IN THE INNERMOST PART OF THIS WORLD. In
the first expansion around the point there is all the clarity and purity
on earth; it is above the earth around that point. The second
expansion is around the first one, it is not as clear and pure, but is
delicate and clear REGARDING the transparency of the dust, more
than any other dust. The third expansion is dark and its dust is
thicker than the rest, around which are the waters of the ocean that
surrounds the world. It is found that this point stands in the center,
and all manners of world expansion encircle it.
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40. HE EXPLAINS WHAT HE SAID: The first expansion is the Temple,
all its chambers, enclosures, courts and all that appertains, also
Jerusalem and the city inside the walls. THEREFORE IT IS CLEARER
AND PURER THAN THE REST OF THE LAND. The second expansion
is all of the land of Yisrael that was sanctified in holiness. The third
expansion is the rest of the earth, the dwelling place of the other
nations. And the ocean surrounds it all.

41. It was already explained, that this is the secret of the colors in
the eye, surrounding the middle point in the eye, which gives the
power of vision to the whole eye. It is like the middle point, IN THE
INNERMOST PART OF THE EARTH, regarding which we said, it is
the sight of all, where stand the Holy of Holies, the Ark and the seat
of Mercy, that are the vision to everything. It is found that the point is
the means of sight to the world. Therefore, it is written of it,
"Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth - Mount Zion..." IT
IS CALLED beautiful because this sight is beautiful. Situation (Heb.
nof) is the branch (Heb. anaf) of the tree, ZEIR ANPIN, the beauty of
all.

42. Come and look at the beauty of the world. And the sight thereof
was never revealed to the world until the Tabernacle was
constructed and erected, and the Ark was put in the sanctuary. From
that time the sight of the whole world, THE SHECHINAH, was seen
and the world stood firm. And THE MERITORIOUS go in the
Tabernacle and the Ark until they reach the MIDDLE point IN THERE,
which is "Beautiful of situation, the joy of all." When they arrive, the
Ark opens and says, "This is My resting place forever, here will |
dwell, for | have desired it" (Tehilim 132:14).

43. Rabbi Yisa says: This verse was pronounced by the
Congregation of Yisrael, when the Temple was built and the Ark was
put in its place. Rabbi Chizkiyah said that the Holy One, blessed be
He said this verse, referring to the Congregation of Yisrael, for when
Yisrael do His bidding, the Holy One, blessed be He sits on His
throne of glory, and has mercy on the world, and there are blessings
and peace and love for all. Then He said: "This is My resting place
forever."

6. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle," part two
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Rabbi Chizkiyah says that although the craftsmen began work on the temple, it was finished on its own, and although God began work on the
creation of the heavens and the earth they were finished on their own. As evidence for this he points out that all the verses pertaining to these
events are in the passive tense, and concludes that all holy work is completed of its own accord. He turns to the account of Betzalel and Aholiav
working on the Temple, and reiterates that this was the union of right and left. Next Rabbi Yisa tells us that the accounts were taken of the
Tabernacle because this confirmed the work when it was finished. This accounting supersedes all previous events in the world.



44. Come and see: When all the craftsmen began their work, the very
work they started was finished on its own. They started and it was
finished on its own. From where do we know that? From the verse,
"Thus was all the work of the Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting
finished" (Shemot 39:32), MEANING THAT IT WAS FINISHED ON ITS
OWN.

45. In the same manner, "The heavens and the earth were

finished" (Beresheet 2:1), MEANING THAT THEY WERE COMPLETED
ON THEIR OWN. You may say, IT IS WRITTEN, "And by the seventh
day Elohim ended" (lbid.), HENCE ELOHIM COMPLETED THEM, AND
THEY DID NOT COMPLETE THEMSELVES. Assuredly this is so, for
though the works were completed one by one, nevertheless, the
world was not altogether complete before the arrival of the seventh
day. For when the seventh day arrived, all the works were completed
and the Holy One, blessed be He completed the universe. This is the
meaning of "And by the seventh day Elohim ended His work, which
He had done." AND BY THE SEVENTH DAY, all the work He had
done was complete. Therefore "by the seventh day Elohim ended His
work ."

46. When the Temple was built, all the work was done on its own.
The craftsmen began and the work showed them, how it should be
done. And it was traced and completed of its own accord. It was also
written, "And the house, when it was built" (I Melachim 6:7), not
‘when they built it," but "when it was built, because it was built on its
own." It is further written, "was built of stone made ready before it
was brought there" (Ibid.) - "was built" and not 'they built it." So all
work, which is holy, is completed on its own accord.

47."And Betzalel the son of Uri, the son of Chur..." (Shemot 38:22):
we learned by this verse that the Holy Spirit proclaimed concerning
this verse before the eyes of Yisrael, and said, "Betzalel the son of
Uri, the son of Chur, of the tribe of Judah, did all that Hashem
commanded Moses. And with him Aholiav, son of Achisamach." HE
ASKS: What is the meaning of "And with him"? AND HE REPLIES:
We learned that Aholiav did not do the work alone but with Betzalel
he did what he did. This is the meaning of "with him" and not on his
own. FOR BETZALEL IS RIGHT AND AHOLIAV IS LEFT. From here
we learn that the left is always included in the right. Therefore it is
written, "I have given with him Aholiav" (Shemot 31:6). The one is
right and the other left. AND LEFT IS INCLUDED IN THE RIGHT.
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48. "These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the
Testimony, as they were counted, according to the commandment of
Moses ..." (Shemot 38:21). Rabbi Yesa said: Since all the wise men
made the Tabernacle, there was need of counting all the works done
in it. What is the reason? Each account, by being made, confirmed
the work done, and it remained in place.

49. And all Yisrael, as at first they wanted to donate, so they wanted
that account, MEANING THAT BY THEIR WISH THEY DREW THE
MOCHIN OF THESE ACCOUNTING, and all the work prevailed by that
wish. Therefore, there was need of accounting IN THE
TABERNACLE, since through it the work is confirmed. It is therefore
written, "These," NAMELY, "THESE ARE THE ACCOUNTS," and not
'And these', BECAUSE WHEREVER IT IS WRITTEN "THESE,"
WHATEVER WAS WRITTEN BEFORE IS ANNULLED, and that
account annuls all the previous accounts in the world, prevails more
than the rest, and the Tabernacle exists by that and not by another.

7."And He shall be the faithfulness of your times"

Rabbi Yesa says that the faithful should tune themselves to the name of heaven so that Malchut will unite with Zeir Anpin. "Your times" refers to the
time set aside for studying the Torah, and "faithfulness" refers to Malchut. "A strength of salvation" consists of both judgment and mercy. "Wisdom
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and knowledge" means that wisdom is only revealed through knowledge. "The fear of Hashem is his treasure" means that God lets out all his

streams, accounting for them carefully. We hear of several reasons that Malchut is called 'faithfulness.' Rabbi Yesa concludes that God let Yisrael

know the faithfulness of those who built the Tabernacle.

50. He opened the discussion and said: "And He shall be the
faithfulness of your times, a strength of salvation, wisdom and
knowledge, the fear of Hashem is his treasure" (Yeshayah 33:6). This
verse was explained by the friends. But we learned that whoever is
occupied in the Torah in this world and merits in setting times for it,
should be in faithfulness, set his mind upon the Holy One, blessed
be He, ZEIR ANPIN, and tune himself to the name of heaven, SO
THAT MALCHUT CALLED 'NAME', WILL BE UNITED WITH HEAVEN,
ZEIR ANPIN, because faithfulness, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is attuned
to this, TO BECOME UNITED WITH ZEIR ANPIN. THIS IS THE
SECRET OF THE VERSE, "THE FAITHFULNESS OF YOUR TIMES;"
"YOUR TIMES" REFERS TO THE TIMES SET FOR THE STUDY OF
THE TORAH, ZEIR ANPIN, AND "FAITHFULNESS" REFERING TO
MALCHUT, SO THAT THE TWO MAY JOIN. "A strength of salvation”
comprises Judgment and Mercy, FOR STRENGTH IS JUDGMENT
AND SALVATION IS MERCY. "Wisdom and knowledge," the two
dwell one upon the other, FOR CHOCHMAH is hidden and concealed
AND THEY SHOULD dwell one upon the other, NAMELY,
CHOCHMAH IS NOT REVEALED SAVE BY DA'AT.

51. "The fear of Hashem is his treasure." It is the treasure of all those
GRADES, since that fear of Hashem, WHICH IS MALCHUT CALLED
'FEAR OF HASHEM', receives all the streams, NAMELY, THOSE SAID
GRADES, and becomes a treasure (store-house) to them all, and
when all that were hidden in it issue, it lets them out by accounting.
From where do we know that? From the verse, "your eyes like the
pools in Heshbon (Eng. 'account’)" (Shir Hashirim 7:5). For it does
things by reckoning, and lets out pools of water, THE GRADES IT
RECEIVED, carefully letting all out with account.
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52. SINCE IN MALCHUT ALL IS DONE WITH RECKONING, WHICH IS
THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH THAT SUSTAINS EVERYTHING, she is
called 'faithfulness', MEANING FIDELITY AND SUSTENANCE. THERE
ARE MORE REASONS WHY MALCHUT IS CALLED 'FAITHFULNESS'.
For all these reasons it is called 'faithfulness’, as we already
explained. If in here, IN THE SUPERNAL SFIROT AND GRADES THAT
MALCHUT RECEIVES, one should see faithfulness, NAMELY,
ILLUMINATE THEM ACCORDING TO THE SECRET OF ACCOUNT,
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ACCORDING TO THE SECRET OF THE VERSE, "THE FEAR OF
HASHEM IS HIS TREASURE," AS WAS DISCUSSED, and in the
matters of the world, BY THE CORRECTIONS OF MALCHUT
HERSELF CALLED '"WORLD?', IN THE SECRET OF THE VESSELS OF
THE TABERNACLE; how much more so ONE NEEDS TO ACCOUNT
AND TO SHOW FAITHFULNESS, THAT ARE THE MYSTERY OF
SUSTENANCE AS MENTIONED. Therefore, the Holy One, blessed be
He let Yisrael know the secret of faithfulness of those who made the
Tabernacle, in all that they did, IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE,
"THESE ARE THE ACCOUNTS OF THE TABERNACLE." And
everything is already explained.

8. The name Betzalel caused

Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Yitzchak are walking together. Rabbi Yosi says that God chose Betzalel to build the temple because of his name, that means
'in the shadow of El,' 'El' being the name of Chesed. He adds that God made names on earth because they have significance. To further this
argument he says that Judah started building the left side and the Tabernacle was constructed of left and right. In the same way the Torah, Tiferet,
started on the left side, Gvurah, and joined the right, Chesed. Reuben started building on the right and turned to the left to bring in the tribes Shimon
and Gad. We hear that God gave Betzalel wisdom because he was already wise-hearted. Rabbi Shimon turns to: "Like the apple tree among the trees
of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons... | sat down under His shadow with great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste." He says that
'under His shadow' refers to Betzalel, and 'His fruit' refers to the souls of the righteous since they are the fruit of God's deeds. Finally the verse: "All
the gold that was applied" is explained as meaning that the gold that was supplied for the Tabernacle already existed above. In each work that was

holy there was gold.

53. Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Yitzchak were walking along the way.
Rabbi Yosi said: Assuredly the Holy One, blessed be He wanted
Betzalel to do the work of the Tabernacle more than the rest of
Yisrael. HE ASKS: Why? He told him: It was because of his name,
FOR HE WAS CALLED 'BETZALEL', BETZEL (ENG. 'IN THE SHADOW
OF') EL, AND EL IS THE NAME OF CHESED. It was already explained
that the Holy One, blessed be He placed names (Heb. shemot) on
earth to be adorned by them and to do there the work of this world,
as it is written, "who has made desolations (Heb. shamot) in the
earth" (Tehilim 46:9), MEANING THAT IT IS INCUMBENT BY HASHEM
UPON MEN TO CALL BY NAME ON EARTH.

54. He told him: There is a secret here. Judah is of the left side,
BEING OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS CONSTRUCTED BY THE LEFT SIDE.
Then he joined the right, ZEIR ANPIN, and therefore the Tabernacle
was built on that side, starting on the left side and joining the right
side. Afterwards they were combined together and all was done from
the right. In the same manner the Torah, WHICH IS TIFERET, started
on the left side, FOR TIFERET RECEIVES THE EMANATION OF
GVURAH WHICH IS LEFT, and joins the right, CHESED. They were
combined together and all became right. Reuben started on the right.
FOR REUBEN WAS CHESED, and turned to the left to take UNDER
HIS BANNER the rest of the tribes, SHIMON AND GAD, that are of the
left. For he started on the right and turned left.
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55. HE EXPLAINS WHAT HE SAID: Judah started from the left side,
FOR HE IS OF MALCHUT WHICH IS BUILT BY THE LEFT SIDE. And
he joined the right, so the Tabernacle was ALSO constructed on that
side, starting on the left side and joining the right side, BECAUSE
THE TABERNACLE IS ALSO MALCHUT, and therefore Betzalel, who
comes from Judah, built the Tabernacle and was established
thereby. FOR HE IS CONSIDERED IN THE SAME WAY AS THE
TABERNACLE. And it was already expounded that the Holy One,
blessed be He wanted him and preferred him above all Yisrael for the
building OF THIS TABERNACLE.

56. And he gave him Chochmah and Tevunah, and Da'at as was
explained, because he already possessed intelligence of heart, as it
is written, "and in the hearts of all that are wise-hearted | have put
wisdom" (Shemot 31:6), MEANING THAT HE WAS GIVEN WISDOM
FOR BEING ALREADY WISE-HEARTED. For the Holy One, blessed
be He gives wisdom only to him who already has wisdom. The
friends explained it and we learned. In the same manner Betzalel,
WHO WAS WISE, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE GAVE HIM
WISDOM. Rabbi Shimon said: Betzalel, his name caused this to him,
and was called by that name for his wisdom. And the secret of the
word 'Betzalel' is "in the shadow of EI."

57. He opened the discussion and said: "Like the apple tree among
the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons... | sat down
under His shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my
taste" (Shir Hashirim 2:3). "Under his shadow (Heb. tzel)" refers to
Betzalel, who prepared the Tabernacle and constructed it, as it is
written, "I sat down...with delight." For it is delightful to sit in the
Tabernacle, and it delights the Congregation of Yisrael. And the
Congregation of Yisrael sits under the shadow of El. This is the
meaning of Betzalel.

58. "And his fruit was sweet to my taste." ZEIR ANPIN produced
good fruit to the world, as it is written, "from Me is your fruit

found" (Hoshea 14:9). What is a fruit? It is the souls of the righteous
that are the fruit of the deeds of the Holy One, blessed be He. For the
river that went out of Eden, WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, pulls
out and casts souls into the world, and they are the fruit of the Holy
One, blessed be He. That is why IT IS WRITTEN, "His fruit was sweet
to my taste," as we explained.

59. "In his shadow" refers to Betzalel. Therefore the Tabernacle was
constructed by Betzalel. That is why IT IS WRITTEN, "Betzalel the
son of Uri, the son of Chur" (Shemot 38:22). "The son of Uri" is of
the light of the sun coming out. "The son of Uri" is the right: "The
son of Chur" is of the left. Therefore, it was by him that the
Judgment of the Holy One, blessed be He was completed during the
golden calf. FOR HE WAS KILLED BY THE MIXED MULTITUDES.
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60. "All the gold that was applied" (Shemot 38:24). From the time
Yisrael gave it, it was already prepared and worked ABOVE by the
holy work. What is the reason? That on each grade gold was
arranged, for there is no wholeness but by Judgment and Mercy.
Therefore, the gold was present in all the work of the Tabernacle,
NAMELY, IN ALL THE GRADES OF MALCHUT, and in each work that
was holy, there was gold. And gold was in everything.
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9. "When the wicked sprout like grass"

Rabbi Aba, Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Chizkiyah are studying the Torah together, and Rabbi Chizkiyah wonders why God is so patient in judging the
wicked. He says that Rabbi Shimon told him this is because the judgment that God desires is a clear, loving and joyful judgment. He does not want
the judgment of defilement; therefore he doesn't mix the two. He will refrain from judging the wicked until evil is lost from the World to Come. Then

Rabbi Shimon talks about "When the wicked sprout like grass, and when all the workers of iniquity flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed

forever,"

61. Rabbi Aba and Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Chizkiyah were sitting and
studying the Torah. Rabbi Chizkiyah said to Rabbi Aba: Indeed we
see that the Holy One, blessed be He desires to have Judgment upon
everything, so the two will mix together, JUDGMENT AND MERCY.
Nevertheless, He withholds Judgment from the wicked of the world.
Why, if He is desirous of Judgment, remove it from the evil?
NAMELY, WHY IS HE SO PATIENT? He said to him: How many
mountains, WISE MEN, have been uprooted by this, NOT KNOWING
THE TRUE MEANING THEREOF. But the holy luminary revealed
several things concerning the matter.

62. Come and see: The Judgment that the Holy One, blessed be He is
desirous of, is a clear Judgment, that stirs love and joy, NAMELY,
THE JUDGMENT OF THE LEFT COLUMN AFTER JOINING THE
RIGHT COLUMN, TO BECOME THE SECRET OF THE WINE THAT
MAKES GLAD ELOHIM AND MEN, AND IS ALSO THE SECRET OF
GOLD. But the wicked, when in the world, are under Judgment of
defilement, the Judgment which the Holy One, blessed be He does
not want at all. Therefore, there must not be mixing of the holy
Judgment with the defiled Judgment, until THE DEFILED JUDGMENT
is exterminated of itself, and causes EVIL to be lost from the World
to Come, for the defiled Judgment in it causes it to be destroyed.

63. He opened the discussion and said: "When the wicked sprout
like grass, and when all the workers of iniquity flourish; it is that they
shall be destroyed forever" (Tehilim 92:8). This verse was explained.
Nevertheless, come and see: "the wicked sprout like grass" MEANS
just as grass on dry land becomes dry. And when it is given water, it
blooms and the dryness disappears. Like a cut tree, when it
flourishes again, grows only side branches growing upwards, but
never a whole tree, as was before, NAMELY "THE WORKERS OF
INIQUITY FLOURISH." And all that happens so "they shall be
destroyed forever," that is, they will be severed from their root and
from everything else.

and explains that the wicked shall be severed from their roots. One more explanation of God's patience is that this world is part of the
Other Side and it is opposed to the World to Come that is part of the side of holiness. One is destined for the wicked and the other for the righteous.
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64. There is yet another secret in this, why the Holy One, blessed be
He is long-suffering with the wicked in this world. It is because this
world is the portion of the Other Side, and the World to Come is part
of the side of holiness, and the portion of the righteous, where they
will be adorned by the crown of the glory of their Master. These two
sides stand the one against the other, THE WORLD TO COME, the
side of holiness and THIS WORLD, the Other Side of defilement. This
is destined for the righteous and that for the wicked. And all this
corresponds to all that. Happy are the righteous, who have no partin
this world, but in the World to Come.

10. The 42 sacrifices of Balak
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When Balak made his sacrifice he intended to placate God because he had killed so many people. God did not accept this sacrifice, nor did the

Other Side. Those who were to be punished were cursed in Hashem's name but until now they have not been punished, nor have the sacrifices been

accepted by either side. The sacrifice offered was to propitiate the Other Side, but it has not done so, and nor has it met with God's blessing.

65. Come and see: All is predisposed and revealed before the Holy
One, blessed be He. Though Balak and Bilaam did not mean to
devote THEIR SACRIFICES for the Holy One, blessed be He, yet all is
established before Him, and He does not reduce their reward at all in
this world. At that time they had power over Yisrael, by their sacrifice
which caused twenty-four thousand people from Yisrael to pass
away, besides those who were killed, as it is written, "Slay every one
of his men that have attached themselves to Ba'al Peor" (Bemidbar
25:5), and "Take all the chiefs of the people, and hang them up
before Hashem" (lbid. 4). And even now that sacrifice impends upon
Yisrael to cause misfortune. They built seven altars, AND OFFERED
SACRIFICES UPON THEM, 42 in all.

66. Rabbi Shimon said, Come and see: Balak and Bilaam offered 42
sacrifices, and took them from the Other Side to the Holy One,
blessed be He. Therefore, that sacrifice is impending until it is taken
by the Other Side called 'curse from Yisrael'. Until now, he has not
taken it from them. And this is the secret of, "And he turned back,
and looked at them" (Il Melachim 2:23), AT THE BOYS WHO JEERED
AT HIM AND SAID TO HIM "GO UP, BALD HEAD." "And he turned
back," NAMELY, to the back of the Shechinah, because the Other
Side stands at the back. "And looked at them," he looked and saw IN
THOSE 42 BOYS, the Other Side CALLED 'CURSE', and saw that
they deserved to be punished. Therefore, "he cursed them in the
Name of Hashem" (lbid. 24), in order to remove the Name of Hashem
from the debt, NAMELY the debt of the sacrifice, that the Other Side
offered him, NAMELY, BY BALAK AND BILAAM. And all was made
right before the Holy One, blessed be He, and nothing is lost before
the Holy One, blessed be He. In the same manner, everything stands
before the Holy One, blessed be He, both good and evil.
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11. "All the gold that was applied for the work"

Rabbi Shimon says that David sinned greatly when he ran from Saul, causing so many thousands to be killed including all the priests except

Evyatar; this sin still goes unpunished. He tells us that the title verse means that God took the gold the people gave for the Tabernacle as expiation

for their sin of creating the golden calf. Finally, he explains that Moses and Betzalel combined above and below, Tiferet with Yesod, while Betzalel
and Aholiav combined right and left, Chesed and Gvurah, so that the Tabernacle was the union of upper and lower, left and right.

67. Come and see: When David ran from Saul, he caused all the
priests in Nob to perish, all but Evyatar, who escaped. And he
caused much misfortune to Yisrael, in that Saul and his sons died,
and thousands and tens of thousands from Yisrael fell. But
notwithstanding, that sin was hanging over David to cause him
misfortune until the day all his sons perished in one day, and no one
was left save Yoash, who was stolen BY YEHOSHEVA DAUGHTER
OF YORAM. In the same manner, no one was left from Achimelech
save Evyatar alone. Until this day that sin impends, to punish Nob
for the sin of Nob, as it is written, "This very day he will halt at
Nob" (Yeshayah 10:32). And this was already explained.

68. Likewise, "All the gold that was applied for the work" (Shemot
38:24). What is the meaning of 'applied'? It means that here the Holy
One, blessed be He saw Yisrael giving gold for the calf, and He
applied the gold as a remedy beforehand, by putting the gold for the
Tabernacle before the gold for the calf. For all the gold they had with
them, and about them, they donated to the Tabernacle. FOR could
you possibly imagine, that they had gold when they made the calf,
and that they would take the gold off their ears, as it is written, "And
all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their
ears" (Shemot 32:3)? He therefore took first the gold of the donation
to expiate for the making OF THE CALF.

69. "And Betzalel the son of Uri, the son of Chur, of the tribe of
Judah" (Shemot 38:22) of the aspect of Malchut, "made all that
Hashem commanded Moses" (lbid.). For all the craftsmanship of the
Tabernacle was prepared through them, by their hands. Betzalel
performed the work and Moses after him made all ready. Moses and
Betzalel were as one, Moses above, IN TIFERET, and Betzalel below,
IN YESOD, the end of the body being also a part thereof, FOR
YESOD AND TIFERET ARE ONE. Betzalel and Aholiav, it has been
established, that the one is of the right, CHESED, and the other is of
the left, JUDGMENT, and all is one, FOR ONE INCLUDES THE
OTHER. That is why it is written, "and Betzalel the son of Uri, the son
of Chur, of the tribe of Judah...and with him was Aholiav, son of
Achisamach, of the tribe of Dan..."

12."And he turned back, and looked at them"

Rabbi Yosi begins by telling how Elisha went out of the city and was followed by some small boys who mocked him. He says 'small' means that they
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had no faith and that they were guilty according to the laws of this world and the next. "And he turned back, and looked at them" means Elisha
looked to see if they would repent, and he knew that they had been conceived on the night of Yom Kippur, so he "cursed them in the Name of
Hashem." Rabbi Yosi adds that he saw the boys were destined to cause a great deal of evil in Yisrael. He compares the title verse to "but his wife
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looked back from behind him," saying it means 'behind' the Shechinah. Next he quotes: "And there came forth two bears out of the wood," meaning
that there were female bears with male cubs. Lastly, he says that when the bears "tore 42 of the children" this counteracted the sacrifices of Balak.

70."And all the gold that was applied for the work, in all the work of
the holy place" (Shemot 38:24). Rabbi Yosi opened the discussion
with the story of Elisha. It is written, "And he went up from there to
Bethel and as he was going up by the way, some small boys" (Il
Melachim 2:23). It has been said that they were small (Heb. ne'arim),
empty (Heb. niurim) of words of Torah or its precepts, "small," as
they were of little faith, and they were guilty according to the law of
this world and of the World to Come. They "came out of the

city" (Ibid.), leaving the secret of the Faith, WHICH IS MALCHUT
THAT IS CALLED 'CITY". It is written here, "came out of the city," and
there "and | will not enter the city" (Hoshea 11:9); IN BOTH CASES IT
MEANS MALCHUT.

71."And he turned back, and looked at them" (Il Melachim 2:24):
"turned back" MEANS he looked back, to see whether they would
repent or not. "And looked at them" means he saw that it is not
worthy that a good seed issue from them, and this was explained.
"And looked at them" that they were conceived on the night of Yom
Kippur (Day of Atonement), THAT THEIR MOTHER CONCEIVED
THEN. Immediately, he "cursed them in the Name of Hashem" (Ibid.).

72. And there is a mystery in this verse: "And he turned back"
MEANING THAT he looked at them whether he would be punished
for them, and turned away from it. Also "Aaron turned" (Bemidbar
12:10) from leprosy. Here also "TURNED" MEANS he turned from
their punishment. "And he looked at them," MEANING THAT HE SAW
that they are destined to cause much evil in Yisrael.

73."And he turned back" is similar to "but his wife looked back from
behind him" (Beresheet 19:26). What does "behind him" mean? It
means behind the Shechinah. Here also "he turned back," behind the
Shechinah and saw that their mothers all conceived at the night in
charge of the atonement of the sins of Yisrael, NAMELY, AT THE
NIGHT OF YOM KIPPUR. Immediately "he cursed them in the Name
of Hashem." IT IS WRITTEN, "and there came forth two bears out of
the wood" (Il Melachim 2:24). HE ASKS: Why is it written "two (fem.)
bears (masc.)"? Because they were female bears and their cubs
WERE WITH THEM, AND THEREFORE, IT SAYS 'BEARS' (MASC.).
"And tore 42 of the children." This was established, to counteract the
sacrifices of Balak.

13. Gold from below upwards and silver from above downwards
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We learn that in, "Even the gold of the wave offering," 'wave' always means lifting upward, not drawing downward, and that this term applies to gold
and brass but not silver. Silver is Chassidim and it can be drawn downward, but whenever gold descends its beauty and light are dimmed. Gold
needs to be raised but silver needs to be spread downward, as in "And the silver of them that were numbered of the congregation.” Rabbi Shimon
turns to: "For Hashem Elohim is a sun and shield...," saying that the sun is the secret of Yud Hei Vav Hei and the shield is the secret of the Holy
Name Elohim. Together 'a sun and shield' are the union of Zeir Anpin and Malchut. A similar meaning is deduced from "Hashem will give grace and
honor." We are told that God conceals the primordial light from the wicked but never withholds it from those 'who walk upright." Therefore the first
light does not move upward; it spreads downward and is revealed to them. Rabbi Shimon says when the priest spreads his hands in blessing the
Shechinah comes to him and fills his hands. Then the priest raises his right hand above his left and everything is blessed by the source of all, the
World to Come. The candles are lit and all blessings are drawn from above.



74."Even the gold of the wave offering" (Shemot 38:24). HE ASKS
why the term 'the gold of the wave offering' does not apply to silver?
AND ANSWERS: Two are called thus, 'wave gold' and 'wave brass'
but not 'wave silver'. Only these are so called, GOLD AND BRASS,
for the term alludes to going upward. For what is down below,
AMONG THE KLIPOT, is not wave gold, BECAUSE THE OTHER SIDE
DRAWS CHOCHMAH OF THE LEFT FROM ABOVE DOWNWARD,
AND IT IS NOT WAVED LIKE HOLINESS. Always wave MEANS lifting
upward and not bringing downward. BUT SILVER IS CHASSADIM
AND IT IS PERMITTED TO DRAW IT DOWNWARD, THEREFORE, IT IS
NOT WRITTEN '"WAVE SILVER.'

75. This is the mystery of the reckoning, NAMELY, THE
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH CALLED 'RECKONING': All the
grades and Chariots are waving, THAT IS, ILLUMINATING FROM
BELOW UPWARD. This is 'wave gold'. This gold IS THE
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH - whenever it descends, its beauty
and light are dimmed. But when the gold is waved, FROM BELOW
UPWARD, it becomes good gold, in the mystery of its light. And all
the gold, which is drawn down, is dross and refuse, NAMELY, A
KLIPAH AND THE OTHER SIDE.

76. "And the silver of them that were numbered of the

congregation” (Ibid.). IT IS NOT WRITTEN 'WAVE SILVER' since
SILVER, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF CHASSADIM OF THE RIGHT
COLUMN, in its descent, is also good. And though it is not waved
FROM BELOW UPWARD, nevertheless it is good. But gold, THE
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH OF THE LEFT COLUMN, whatever of
it that descends, is worsened. For that reason, THE GOLD needs to
be waved, and raised, and SILVER needs spreading downward in all
directions, because it is all for the good.

77. He opened the discussion and said: "For Hashem Elohim is a
sun and shield..." (Tehilim 84:12). The sun is the Holy One, blessed
be He, and the shield is the Holy One, blessed be He. HE EXPLAINS:
The sun is the secret of the Holy Name Yud Hei Vav Hei, ZEIR ANPIN,
where all the grades stand at ease. And the shield is the secret of the
holy name Elohim, MALCHUT. This is the secret meaning of the
verse, "l am your shield" (Beresheet 15:1), AS 'I' WHICH IS
MALCHUT CALLED 'I', IS YOUR SHIELD. "A sun and a shield" are the
secret of awhole name, WHICH INDICATES THAT ZEIR ANPIN AND
MALCHUT ARE UNITED. "Hashem will give grace and

honor" (Tehilim 84:12), FOR ELOHIM WILL BE A SHIELD AND YUD
HEI VAV HEI WILL GIVE GRACE AND HONOR, and so all will become
one secret. NAMELY, THOUGH GRACE AND HONOR ARE DRAWN
AT EASE, AND A SHIELD IS DRAWN VIGOROUSLY BY WHOEVER IS
BESET BY ENEMIES, AND THEY MERGE INTO ONE PRINCIPLE, THE
JOINING OF YUD HEI VAV HEI AND ELOHIM.
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78. "He withholds no goodness from these who walk upright” (Ibid.).
This is the secret of the verse, "And from the wicked their light is
withheld" (lyov 38:15). THEREFORE, IT IS SAID THAT FROM THOSE
WHO WALK UPRIGHT NO GOOD THING WILL HE WITHHOLD,
referring to the first light, WHICH IS CHESED, of which it is written,
"And Elohim saw the light, that it was good" (Beresheet 1:4). And the
Holy One, blessed be He hid and covered it, as explained, from the
wicked He concealed and withheld it in this world and in the World to
Come. But it is written of the righteous, "no good thing will He
withhold from those who walk upright." This refers to the primordial
light, as it is written, "And Elohim saw the light, that it was good."

79. Therefore, it, THE FIRST LIGHT, needs not go up FROM BELOW
and be waved, but rather to spread and be revealed, unlike the other
one of the left, GOLD, AS DISCUSSED. For that reason GOLD is
called 'wave', and not 'SILVER', and that is why IT IS WRITTEN, "and
the silver of...the congregation was a hundred talents" (Shemot
38:25) AND NOT 'THE WAVE SILVER.'

80. Come and see: Theright side stands in readiness always to
sustain the world, to shine and bless it. Therefore the priest, who is
of the right side, CHESED, is always in readiness to bless the
people, for all the benedictions in the world come of the right side.
And the priest is the first to take. That is why the priest is appointed
to bless above and below, NAMELY, CHESED ABOVE AND THE
PRIEST BELOW.

81. Come and see: When the priest spreads his hands to bless the
people, the Shechinah comes and dwells upon him and fills his
hands. He raises his right hand above the left hand, in order to raise
the right above the left. Then all the grades over which he spreads
his hands, are blessed by the source of all. What is the source of the
well? It is the Righteous, WHICH IS YESOD. The source of all is the
World to Come, BINAH, whence all faces, ALL MOCHIN, illuminate.
For it is the source and spring of all, whence all the candles and
lights are lit.

82. In the same manner, WHAT WAS SAID OF BINAH, is also said of
the source and spring of the well, YESOD: That all the lower candles,
NAMELY, THE SFIROT OF MALCHUT, are illuminated and filled with
its lights. And it, YESOD, faces that, BINAH. AS BINAH IS A SOURCE
THAT GIVES AFFLUENCE TO EVERYTHING, SO YESOD IS A
SOURCE GIVING TO MALCHUT. For that reason, when the priest
spreads his hands and starts to bless the people, high blessings
dwell from the supernal source, BINAH, and candles are lit and all
the faces illuminate, and the Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS
MALCHUT, is adorned with high crowns, and all blessings come
down and are drawn from above downward.

14. Counting and Numbers
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Rabbi Shimon returns in his discussion to the building of the Tabernacle, in itself the union of Tiferet and the holy covenant. Since all of this
building was done in the secret of the right, the evil eye has no power whenever the right side is present. The 'silver' in "and the silver of them that
were numbered of the congregation" is not written as 'wave silver', so it poured from above downward. Rabbi Yitzchak asks, since there are no
blessings in anything that has been counted, why were the things in the Tabernacle counted? Rabbi Shimon answers that whenever the purpose of
the counting is to sanctify, there is holiness in it, just as the tithe is blessed. Blessings are withheld from the other counted things so that no
blessings can come to the Other Side, nor will any reach the evil eyed. Rabbi Shimon explains the implications of the fact that the evil eye has no
power over the seed of Joseph. Then five rabbis meet together on the road and begin talking. Rabbi Elazar says: "The eyes of Hashem are toward
the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry," yet many righteous people cannot even get enough food. Rabbi Shimon says that in the world
above the holy side knows and protects all of its own, and the Other Side knows and controls all of its own. The Other Side cannot rule over the
righteous. Rabbi Elazar wants to know why then there was a plague in Yisrael after David counted the people. Rabbi Shimon answers that everyone
failed to pay a ransom for his soul to God to avoid having the plague among them. He speaks then of the holiness that is subject to counting and the
holiness that is not, concluding that the ransom is subject to numbering but the people of Yisrael are not. Rabbi Shimon proffers two meanings for
"like the sand of the sea." The first means that the sands break the power of the waves to flood the world, so Yisrael is like that sand, preventing the
other nations from ruling the world. The second meaning is that neither the sand nor Yisrael can be counted. He talks about a secret and hidden
measurement and a reckoning in a hidden place that is the secret of Yisrael Saba and Tevunah. Rabbi Shimon draws a parallel between the talents
and the shekels donated for the Tabernacle, kept in two separate accounts, and superior beings numbered by a supernal account with the rest being

numbered by a different account.

83. Come and see: Moses ordered and Betzalel executed, so that all
may be in the secret of the body: THE SECRET OF MOSES, WHO IS
TIFERET, and the final part of the body, the holy covenant, WHICH IS
BETZALEL, so as to increase the love and bond of the unison in the
Tabernacle, WHICH IS MALCHUT. All was done in the secret of the
right, and therefore, wherever the right side is present, the evil eye
has no sway. That is why IT IS WRITTEN, "and the silver of them that
were numbered of the congregation” (Shemot 38:25), FOR IT WAS
NUMBERED AND COUNTED, IN THE SECRET OF THE
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, AND IT WAS NOT WRITTEN, '"WAVE
SILVER," because this silver comes of the right side, CHESED, and
therefore everything was numbered. THIS IS THE MYSTERY OF
COMPRISING THE LEFT COLUMN, AND THE REASON IT IS POURED
FROM ABOVE DOWNWARD.

84. Rabbi Yitzchak asked Rabbi Shimon: We established that
blessing does not dwell on anything that was measured or counted.
If so, in relation to the Tabernacle, why was everything counted? He
said to him: Indeed we learned this already. But any place, upon
which there dwells the side of holiness, NAMELY, THAT IT IS
DRAWN FROM THE CENTRAL COLUMN COMBINING RIGHT AND
LEFT, if the counting is from the holy side, blessing will be upon it
always, never to pass away. We know it from the tithe, because since
the purpose of the counting is to sanctify, there is blessing in it. All
the more so the Tabernacle, which is holy and pertains to the side of
holiness.

85. But the rest of worldly matters, not coming from the side of
holiness, no blessing dwells upon them when counted. For the Other
Side, which is evil eyed, can have power over it, and since it can
have power over it, there is no blessing therein, in order that no
blessings will reach that evil eyed.

86. Blessings are always added to measurement of holiness and
counting of holiness, and therefore it is written, "And the silver of
them that were numbered of the congregation,” MEANING THAT IT
WAS COUNTED by them that were numbered of the congregation in
truth, and there should be no fear of the evil eye for that reckoning
since blessings hover over all from above.
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87. Come and see: The evil eye has no power over the seed of
Joseph, since it comes of the right side. Therefore the Tabernacle
was constructed by Betzalel, who dwelt in the mystery of Joseph,
being the secret of the Holy Covenant, NAMELY, HE WAS OF
YESOD, AND YESOD IS CALLED 'JOSEPH'. Therefore Moses orders
and Betzalel executes, so all may be in the secret of the body:
MOSES, NAMELY TIFERET, and the final part of the body;
BETZALEL, WHO IS YESOD, the sign of the Holy Covenant, so as to
increase love and the bond of union in the Tabernacle, MALCHUT.
And all was done according to the secret of the right, and that is why
IT IS WRITTEN, "And the silver...numbered of the congregation,”
because that reckoning is the reckoning of the great grades in
charge, NAMELY THE FIRST THREE SFIROT, combined on the right
side. Therefore it is written, "a hundred talents..." (lbid.) TO
INDICATE THE TEN SFIROT, EACH INCLUDING TEN, TOGETHER
WITH THE FIRST THREE.

88. Rabbi Aba and Rabbi Acha and Rabbi Yosi were walking from
Tiberias to Tzipori. As they were walking, they saw Rabbi Elazar
coming together with Rabbi Chiya. Rabbi Aba said: Surely we shall
be joined with the Shechinah. They waited for them, and when they
arrived, Rabbi Elazar said: It is written, "The eyes of Hashem are
towards the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry" (Tehilim
34:16). This verse is hard to explain; what is the meaning of "The
eyes of Hashem are towards the righteous"? If it means that the Holy
One, blessed be He, takes care of them to help them in this world,
yet we see so many righteous in this world, who cannot get as much
food as the crows in the field. What is the meaning, then, of "The
eyes of Hashem are towards the righteous"?

89. HE ANSWERS: This is a secret. Come and see: All the creatures
in the world are known above, either as of this side OF HOLINESS, or
of that OTHER Side. Those who are known by the holy side, are
always under its protection. And those that are known by the side of
defilement, are always under its control. And where the holy side has
sway, the Other Side has not, and may never approach, nor thrust
him from his place or occupation by any means. About this IT IS
WRITTEN, "The eyes of Hashem are towards the righteous," for
which reason the Other Side cannot rule over them. And there is
help from heaven and good providence from above. And the Other
Side and all that is evil may not rule over you.
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90. Rabbi Aba said: But we have learned, that wherever the holy side
abides, though there is reckoning, still blessings are not withheld
from that place. Rabbi Elazar said: Assuredly this is so. He said to
him: Yisrael is holy, and come from the holy side, as it is written,
"Yisrael is holy to Hashem" (Yirmeyah 2:3), and "You shall be holy,
for | Hashem, your Elohim am holy" (Vayikra 19:2). Why then, when
David counted Yisrael, was there death among them, as it is written,
"So Hashem sent a pestilence upon Yisrael from the morning even
to the time appointed"” (Il Shmuel 24:15)?

91. He told him: It happened since David did not take shekels from
them as ransom, as it is written, "then shall they give every man a
ransom for his soul to Hashem when you number them that there be
no plague among them when you number them" (Shemot 30:12). For
holiness is in need of holy ransom, and that ransom of holiness was
not taken from them. Come and see: Yisrael is holiness without
numbering, and therefore a ransom should be taken from them. And
that ransom is to be counted, while they are not.

92. What is the reason? Holiness is a secret, higher than all the
grades, THE MYSTERY OF SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA. As this
holiness is superior to all, and outside it there is another holiness
beneath it, YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH COVERING SUPERNAL
ABA AND IMA FROM OUTSIDE, subject to numbering and
accounting, so is Yisrael holiness, as it is written, "Yisrael is holy to
Hashem." And they give another holiness, their ransom, that is
subject to numbering. This is a secret: Yisrael is a tree standing
inside, OPPOSITE SUPERNAL ABA AND IMA, and the ransom given
is another holiness standing outside and counted,
CORRESPONDING TO YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH. The one is
shielding the other. They went on.

93. Rabbi Elazar opened the discussion and said: "And the number
of the children of Yisrael shall be like the sand of the sea, which
cannot be measured or numbered..." (Hoshea 2:1). HE ASKS: What
is the meaning of "the sand of the sea"? AND HE ANSWERS: That
there are two meanings. The first is that "the sand of the sea"
MEANS when the sea raises its waves wrathfully and the waves rise
to flood the world. When they reach and see the sand, they are
broken immediately and return quietly, and have no power to have
control over and flood the world.
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94. In the same manner Yisrael is like the sand of the sea. When the
other nations, which are like the furious waves of the sea of severe
Judgment, see Yisrael bound to the Holy One, blessed be He, they
return BACK and are broken before them, and cannot rule the world.
Another meaning is that like the sand of the sea, that cannot be
numbered or measured, as it is written, "which cannot be measured
or numbered" so is Yisrael, who is not numbered nor subject to
reckoning.

95. Come and see: There is a secret and hidden measurement, THE
SECRET OF ABA AND IMA. And there is reckoning in a hidden place,
concealed and stored, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF YISRAEL - SABA
AND TEVUNAH. And it may be measured and numbered. This is the
secret of sustenance above and below. For the measurement IN ABA
AND IMA, NAMELY, THE AMOUNT OF CHASSADIM IN THEM, the
secret of its execution is never known, AND ALSO WE MAY NOT
KNOW the basis of the secret of the reckoning IN YISRAEL - SABA
AND TEVUNAH. This is the secret of the Faith of all.

96. Yisrael below are not subject to reckoning, but only in a different
aspect, NAMELY, COVERED CHASSADIM. The ransom they give,
CORRESPONDING TO YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH, is subject
to accounting. And for that reason whenever Yisrael are counted,
ransom is taken from them, as we said. Therefore, at the time of
David, when he counted Yisrael, and did not take ransom, there was
wrath and many hosts and legions of Yisrael perished.

97. For that reason it is written concerning the building of the
Tabernacle: "And the silver of them that were numbered of the
congregation...for everyone that went to be numbered" (Shemot
38:25), NAMELY, IN THAT SAID RECKONING. All was consecrated to
the construction of the Tabernacle. It was established that the
talents, "A HUNDRED TALENTS" (Ibid. 27), belong to one account,
and the shekels, "A THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-
FIVE" (IBID. 28), are another account. For the superior ones are
numbered by a supernal account, NAMELY, THE LIGHTS OF
YISRAEL - SABA AND TEVUNAH, THE SECRET OF BINAH, THE
HIGH RECKONING, ARE THE SECRET OF TALENTS. Others are
numbered by a different account, THAT IS, THE ACCOUNTS IN ZEIR
ANPIN THAT SHINES UPON MALCHUT, the one above and the other
below. That is why it is written, "And of the hundred talents of silver
were cast the sockets (Heb. adanim) of the sanctuary..." And these
sockets were already explained, TO BE THE SECRET OF THE
WHOLE MALCHUT CALLED 'ADONAI', THAT RECEIVES FROM THE
HIGH RECKONING, NAMELY, FROM BINAH.

15. "Unless Hashem builds the house"
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We are told that King Solomon saw that the work was finished by the hands of the craftsmen but was actually constructed by God. The most

important part of the labor is what Binah made, and if this is not included the work is done in vain. Then he speaks about: "Behold it is His litter, that
of Solomon, sixty valiant men are round it, the mighty men of Yisrael," saying that the 'litter' is the secret of Malchut, and it is all guarded because of
the fear of Gehenom. All the men stand around it, and they are all inside the illumination of the incomprehensible thought. Rabbi Shimon talks about
the nine temples that emanate from that thought, saying that they are not lights nor spirits nor souls, and cannot be comprehended. He says that the



1

head of Arich Anpin is called 'thought’, but it is not known by whose light it shines. The secret of the offering is that it unites the grades and the
lights, and the 'thought' is then crowned by the Endless Light. That 'thought' expanded in all directions and is the secret of the Supernal World,

Binah, that is characterized by the question "Who?" as in: "

Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who (Mi) has created these." The 'question’ then,

created 'these' - the six Sfirot of Zeir Anpin. Then Mi expanded and became a sea, and built everything below in Malchut exactly as it was in the

Supernal World, Binah.

98. Again he opened the discussion and said: "A song of ascent of
Solomon, unless Hashem builds the house..." (Tehilim 127:2). This
verse was uttered by King Solomon when he built the Temple. When
he started building, he saw that the work was finished by their
hands, but was constructed on its own. Then he said: "Unless
Hashem builds the house..." He referred to the secret of the verse,
"In the beginning Elohim created" (Beresheet 1:1), for the Holy One,
blessed be He created and furnished this world, NAMELY,
MALCHUT, with all that is needed.

99. "They who build it labor in vain" (Tehilim 127:2). His builders are
the secret of those rivers, THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, going out of
and into this house, MALCHUT, to prepare whatever is needed. And
though all come to fix and construct it, surely, but for Hashem, who
is the secret of the high world, BINAH, who prepared and made the
house as it should be, all who build it labor in vain. For THE MOST
IMPORTANT PART IS what BINAH made and prepared. "Unless
Hashem keeps the city" (Ibid.) as it is written, "the eyes of Hashem
your Elohim are always upon it, from the beginning of the year to the
end of the year" (Devarim 11:12). It was explained, that by that
watchfulness, it is kept on all sides.

100. And it is written, "Behold it is his litter, that of Solomon, sixty
valiant men are round it, the mighty men of Yisrael" (Shir Hashirim
3:7). THE LITTER OF SOLOMON IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT. And
they all guard it. Why do they guard it? Because "of the fear by
night" (Ibid. 8). This is the fear of Gehenom, that is before it. And so
that it would be rejected, all are standing around it.

101. All are inside the illumination of the incomprehensible thought.
And that light of the not-known thought strikes the veil and they
illuminate together and become nine temples.
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