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Feature

“Thoughts”

I. We can all spend our lives going about doing good. Every time
you meet a person, think of some encouraging thing to say—a kind
word, a helpful suggestion, an expression of admiration. Every time
you come into a situation, think of some good thing to bring—a
thoughtful gift, a considerate attitude, a helping hand.

2. There is a criterion by which you can judge whether the thought
you are thinking and the things you are doing are right for you. That
criterion is Have they brought you inner peace? If they have not, there
is something wrong with them—so keep trying.

3. Although others may feel sorry for you, never feel sorry for
yourself—it has a deadly effect on spiritual well-being. Recognize all
problems, no matter how difficult, as opportunities for spiritual growth,
and make the most of these opportunities.

4. From all the things you read and from all the people you meet,
take what is good—what your own ‘Inner Teacher’ tells you is for you—
and leave the rest. For guidance and for truth, it is much better to look
to the Source through your own ‘Inner Teacher’ than to look to peo-
ple or bouks. Books and people can merely inspire you. Unless they
awaken something within you, nothing worthwhile has been
accomplished.

5. No one is truly free who is still attached to material things, or to
places, or to people. We must be able to use things when we need
them and then relinquish them without regret when they have outlived
their usefulness. We must be able to appreciate and enjoy the places
where we tarry, and yet pass on without anguish when we are called
elsewhere. We must be able to live in loving association with people
without feeling that we possess them and must run their lives. Anything
that you strive to hold captive will hold you captive, and if you desire
freedom, you must give freedom.

6. The spiritual life is the real life—all else is illusion and deception.
Only those who are attached to God alone are truly free. Only those
who live up to the highest light they have find their lives in harmony.
Those who act on their highest motivations become a power for good.
It is not important that others be noticeably affected. Results should
never be sought or desired. Know that every right thing you do—every
good word you say—every positive thought you think—has good effect.

7. All people can be peace workers. Whenever you bring harmony
into any unpeaceful situation, you contribute to the total peace pic-
ture. Insofar as you have peace in your life, you reflect it into your

surroundings and into your
world.

8. In our spiritual develop-
ment we are often required to
pull up roots many times and to
close many chapters in our lives
until we are no longer attached
to any material thing and can
love all people without any at-
tachment to them.

9. If you want to teach peo-
ple, young or old, you must start
where they are—at their level of
understanding. If you see that
they are already beyond your
level of understanding, let them
teach you. Since steps toward
spiritual advancement are taken
in such varied order, most of us
can teach one another.

10. After you have found inner
peace, spiritual growth takes
place harmoniously because
you—now governed by the
higher self—will to do God’s will
and do not need to be pushed
into it.

11. Judging others will avail
you nothing and injure you
spiritually. Only if you can in-
spire others to judge themselves
will anything worthwhile have
been accomplished.

12. You cannot change
anyone except yourself. After
you have become an example,
you can inspire others to change
themselves.

13. In a conlflict situation you
must be thinking of a solution
which is fair to all concerned, in-
stead of a solution which is of
advantage to you. Only a solu-
tion which is fair to all con-
cerned can be workable in the
long run. m

—By Peace Pilgrim
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Wfsdom
Through

Works

In the introduction to The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception by Max Heindel he relates a short story in regard
to the seeking of wisdom: “Then,” said the sage, “to become wise you must desire wisdom with as great
intensity as you just now desired air. You must struggle for it, to the exclusion of every other aim in life.
It must be your one and only aspiration, by day and by night. If you seek wisdom with that fervor, my
son, you will surely become wise.” Now, there are probably very few of you reading this article that could
ever think that you desired “wisdom” more than a breath of air! Right? After all, what is wisdom and how
can it really be of value to the spiritual aspirant on the path?

We know that without air we would surely die, but what about wisdom—can’t we do without this if we
still strive to be good Christians? Wisdom has to do with the application of “knowledge” on a practical,
day-to-day basis. It is not the relating of a continual stream of esoteric facts or long-winded discussions on
the correct way to live your life. Not at all, wisdom is really living the life, but with a greater reserve of
understanding than the average person who just seeks to live for today. Wisdom has to do with understand-
ing the “cause” behind what is happening around you and this is usually learned though the vehicle of
experience. By your actions you will be judged. By your words you can be mis-judged. Thus, we all seek
to act right so there won’t be the possibility that others will think that we are doing something just for show.
This is the hardest of all things to accomplish while in the physical body. We can so easily think that we
are doing right, but in fact, we may be way out of line! Wisdom is the learning experience by which we
“know” that our words and/or actions are correct without a slightest doubt to the contrary. Knowing is
greater than believing and this requires the application of “wisdom through works” if we are to ever become
one with the Christ Mind!

How we go about gaining wisdom is up to us, but the Law of Cause and Effect will eventually guide
us there by “trial and error” if we refuse to look deeply into the reasons for our actions. It is not easy to
really understand “wisdom” because it is that intangible thing that just seems to “be.” It is perhaps something
that cannot really be defined by the human mind. It is the result of lifetimes of learning through direct ex-
perience. We don'’t really need to feel inadequate because we don’t show the “Wisdom of Solomon.” Our
path of spiritual development may take us through many experiences that are only to give us a glimpse
into what we will be seeing in the future. We are not usually ready for the full and complete Truth at once
so we tend to get it in small doses.

Since our actions are much more important than our words, we must strive continuously to be aware
of this and avoid becoming hypocrites when we tell someone something and then turn around and do just
the opposite of what we are espousing! Wisdom is gained through our actions and it is only by becoming
aware of this fact that we will ever be able to make better use of our good and bad deeds. Since “evil”
is good in the making, we can still learn from those mistakes for which we often try to chastise ourselves.O

—Editor
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Mystic Light

The Exodus—
Fact Or Fiction?

very year around Easter, while the “Christian world” celebrates the

Saviour’s resurrection, the media and other sources remind us that
Jews observe the Passover, to commemorate their deliverance from
Egyptian bondage. From time to time too, statesmen in the Middle East
refer to this, as when Israel’s former Prime Minister Begin informed
Egypt’s late President Sadat that his ancestors had built come of the
pyramids!

The Exodus has also become the theme of many Negro spirituals,
comparing the Hebrews’ Egyptian sojourn with black slavery in col-
onial America and the ante-bellum South. The story has thus become
imbedded in the public mind as a fact of history. Yet in The Rosicru-
cian Cosmo-Conception we read, “He (Jehovah) did not lead them
out of Egypt. That story originated with their descendants and is a con-
fused account of their journey eastward through flood and disaster out
of'the doomed Atlantis into the ‘wilderness’ (the Desert of Gobi in Cen-
tral Asia), there to wander during the cabalistic forty years, until they
could enter the Promised Land.” It is easily understandable if the average
reader would be puzzled unless acquainted with the facts as unearthed
by Archaeology!

The Washington Post National Weekly Edition rarely includes ar-
ticles on religion, but recently (April 27, 1987) it presented “The Ex-
odus Story Rings True, Even if it Didn’t Happen: The archaeological
evidence is skimpy at best.” The author, Herschel Shanks, is no skep-
tic or scoffer, but editor and publisher of Bible Review and Bible Arch-
aeological Review, which generally endorse the “orthodox” position.
Albeit on the Exodus, Shanks unashamedly turns his back on the literal,
historical interpretation of the Bible.

He quotes W.G. Dever, excavator of Biblical sites and former direc-
tor of the Albright School of Archaeological Research in Jerusalem:
“There was no real Exodus. There was no real wilderness wandering.”
And for very obvious reasons. There is no direct archaeological proof
of the children of Israel having ever been in Egypt, or that they wandered
in the Sinai Desert for forty years. Yet there is much evidence to the
contrary.

To be specific: Bible scholars
who embrace a literal reading of
canonical chronology place the
Exodus in the 13th century B.C.
They also hold that for thirty
eight of their forty years’
wandering, the Israelites tarried
at Kadesh-Barnea, present-day
Ain-el-Qudeirat, the largest
oasis in Northern Sinai. Yet the
scholars’ spade has uncovered
nothing there prior to the 10th
century B.C., three centuries
after Moses and his multitude
should have camped there.

The 13th century B.C. also
supposedly was when, in the
words of the Negro spiritual,
Joshua fought the battle of
Jericho and the walls came
tumbling down. But there had
not been a walled city of Jericho
since the 16th century B.C;
neither did there exist in the
13th century B.C. a place name
Al, the second city the Israelites
were said to have seized during
their invasion.

In view of these and similar
facts, some scholars have
speculated if the Exodus
perhaps occured two centuries
earlier. But this raises another
question: Why is there no
evidence of the Israelites’
presence in Canaan until the
13th century B.C.?

Shanks tells of a scholar from
Johns Hopkins who thought he
was on to a solution to the
whole dilemma. He found some
Egyptian hieroglyphics that tell
of an Exodus—but it occurred in
the 15th century B.C. and
under a female Pharaoh, Hat-
shepsut, whereas the Biblical ac-
count features one that is male.
Too, in this Exodus, the nar-
rative ends with “the Earth
swallowed their (the emigrants’)
footsteps,” the direct opposite of
the traditional chain of events!
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Since there could not have
been an invasion producing
mass urban destruction in
Palestine during the 13th cen-
tury B.C., others have come up
with different theories. One
points to a peaceful infiltration;
another, to a feudal uprising
within Canaan producing the
Israelites’ ascendancy. But they
have remained just that,
theories.

Inevitably, these wide depar-
tures from the “traditional ac-
count” have raised doubts con-
cerning the entire episode. But,
in the words of a leading Israeli
archaeologist, Yigael Yadin,
“What nation would invent such
a crazy story? —that they were
slaves in Egypt and they left that
country and came to this country
—and then make that the kernel
of all their history. Even if you
want to minimize it, there is a
core of truth there.”

No, we need not believe the
account was made up; indeed
“there is a core of truth there.”
In the words of The Rosicrucian
Cosmo-Conception, it is “a con-
fused account”; something hap-
pened to it in the process of
time. Hard to believe? This sort
of thing happens all the time!

Take, for example, the free-
ing of the slaves in America, a
drama somewhat similar to the
Exodus. It has become “a con-
fused account,” reinforced with
a national shrine! Multitudes
reverently flock to the Lincoln
Memorial in the nation’s capital,
to pay homage to the President
credited with abolishing slavery,
yet he did no such thing! His
Emancipation Proclamation, as
anyone can read for himself,
covered only the region in
rebellion, where during the Civil
War Lincoln had no authority!

And even if “the Great Eman-
cipator” had applied the docu-
ment to the entire Union it
would have lacked legal force!
Five slave states, Delaware,
Maryland, Kentucky, West
Virginia, and Missouri fought
with the North. This fact should
lay to rest that other “confused
account” that the Civil War was
fought over slavery. For slavery
had been written into the Con-
stitution; it would take no less
than a constitutional amend-
ment to do away with it; hence
the 13th Amendment was
enacted after Lincoln’s death.
Had the Emancipation Proc-
lamation terminated the in-
famous institution, this amend-
ment would have been super-
fluous.

contain

for

me

We ask: if something that
happened just in the last cen-
tury, in an open, literate, pro-
gressive environment like ours,
could get garbled so badly and
so fast, does it not stand to
reason that in a primitive socie-
ty, over a far longer time span,
the same would occur, and if
anything on a far bigger scale?

History’s record is replete with
examples!

That leaves just one question:
Why include “a confused ac-
count” in the Sacred Canon?
Because, while it has shortcom-
ings on the literal, historical
level, it is deeply true and inspir-
ing on a higher plane, the
spiritual. The student of Truth,
knowing that spiritual things are
“spiritually discerned,” does not
approach a Biblical narrative
asking, Is it literally true? His
question is, How is it true
spiritually? What truth does it
contain for me?

“In the Exodus story the
Egyptians represent man’s lower
nature and the Israelites his
higher. Egypt is the land of
bondage, materiality and
darkness; Canaan is the land of
freedom, spirituality and light.
The wilderness that lies between
is an area of doubt, rebellion,
want, trial and sorrow that the
pilgrim soul encounters while
making the transition from a
lesser to a greater state of being.
Pharaoh signifies the concrete or
reasoning mind; Moses, the
higher wisdom that comes from
first-hand inner knowledge.'

There is more, much more;
the entire Bible is thus treated by
this commentary, an indispen-
sable tool for those who would
bask in its beauty. This is the on-
ly way to interpret the Book of
Books without flying in the face
of historic, scientific, or other
facts of reality. This treasure of
truth is a distinct contribution of
the Western Wisdom Teachings
to the sum total of Christian
thought. O

—A Probationer

1

The New Age Bible Interpretation, Old
Testament, Volume I, Corinne Heline, pp.
200, 201.
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Understanding
the
Law of Mind

¢ ¢ "T~he Mind is the most important instrument possessed by the Spirit,

and its special instrument in the work of Creation. The spiritual-
ized and perfected larynx will speak the Creative Word, but the perfected
“mind” will decide as to the particular form and volume of vibration.
In the Jupiter Period the Mind will be vivified to some extent and man
can then imagine forms which will live and grow, like plants. In the
Venus Period when his Mind has acquired feeling, he can create liv-
ing, growing, and feeling things. When he reaches perfection at the
end of the Vulcan Period, he will be able to imagine into existence
creatures that will live, grow, feel, and think.” (The Rosicrucian Cosmo-
Conception by Max Heindel, pages 425-427)

There is only one Mind, the great Creative Mind of God! Each one
of us just uses a part of this Mind by individualizing it. In the Western
Wisdom Teachings of The Rosicrucian Fellowship, this is known as the
“Link of Mind.” Thus, the subconscious mind of man has perfect con-
nection with all points in time and space and it is by this means that
we are drawn to other persons and situations in daily life. On the inner
planes, our souls and minds are not isolated for this is really the realm
of “God’s Mind” and from this we are never separated and are thus
“all one.”

It is through this oneness of the Great Creative Mind that the
Law of Mind is able to function. It is this one common mind where
all of our thoughts operate; this is the Universal Mind or the Mind
of God. The method whereby it does this is called the Law of Mind.
All things are brought into manifestation on the physical plane of
activity by the Spirit moving through this Universal Mind obeying
the Law of Mind. This “Law of Mind” is always at work in our lives
whether we realize it or not. This Law functions automatically be-
cause the Spirit is “self-knowing” and causes all mental patterns to

be filled with energy and force.
Since the Spirit of God is ac-
tivated through the mental
medium of God through our
mind, all of our “mental pat-
terns” will be filled automatical-
ly by this Law. Therefore, it is
of utmost importance that we
are very careful “what” we think
for our thought forms or prayers
are going to be filled automati-
cally!

We are able to use the Law
of Mind to bring spiritual and
material needs into manifesta-
tion by the principle of “Cause
and Effect.” Without this Law of
Mind, you would not be able to
think—for by your thoughts you
activate the Spirit on the par-
ticular level where your thoughts
have originated. If they are
of a low or desirous nature,
that is where your mind will
be attuned. If they are on a
high spiritual level, that will be
your point of awareness and
you can be receptive to greater
possibilities of experiencing the
Kingdom of God than if your
thoughts are elsewhere.

So important is this Law of
Mind that our very lives depend
upon it. [ wish to refer you to the
old axiom “As a man thinketh,
so is he.” We literally build our
present and our future lives by
the thoughts we think. In regard
to the use of our mind during
the Jupiter Period, the following
is given in The Rosicrucian
Cosmo-Conception (pp 427-
428). “In the Jupiter Period we
shall guide the evolution of the
plant kingdom, for that which is
at present mineral will then have
a ‘plant-like’ existence and we
must work with it there as the
Angels are now doing with our
plant kingdom. Our faculty of
imagination will be so developed
that we shall have the ability, not
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only to create forms by means
of it, but to endow those forms
with vitality.”

What a responsibility we will
have then. It is for that reason
that we must begin now to train
our minds for the greater re-
sponsibilities which we will be
given at a later period. As this
coming Aquarian Age begins to
manifest more completely, our
thoughts will be more visible to
others. There will be no conceal-
ing your “motives” from one
who has attained the Spiritual
Vision of the New Age! It is by
learning to work with this Law
of Mind that we will be able to
start preparing ourselves for the
higher spiritual work to come.

We seek to immerse our-
selves in the Body of Christ
because it is through the
Christos that the power of God,
the mind energy, is able to pass
into physical manifestation. It is
only an ignorance of truth that
keeps us from experiencing so
great a power, so complete a
freedom, and having dominion
over our lives by using this Law
on a day-to-day basis. Through
our own thought forms, sound
of speech, and subconscious im-
pressions we are able to set this
Law of Mind into action. As a
man thinks into the Universal
Mind, he sets into motion a law
which is creative and which con-
tains within itself a limitless
number of possibilities. All is
Spirit and when we activate
this Spirit, ALL THINGS ARE
POSSIBLE!

Since man can only attract to
himself that which is like his own
thoughts—it is imperative that
we learn to improve our think-
ing processes as soon as possi-
ble. This we do through learn-
ing “mind control” by concen-
tration. This is a conscious use

of the Law of Mind. “Thought
is the power we use in making
images, pictures, thought forms,
according to ideas from within.
It is our principal power, and we
must learn to have absolute con-
trol of it, so that what we pro-
duce is not wild illusion induced
by outside conditions, but true
imagination generated by the
Spirit from within.” (Rosicrucian
Cosmo-Conception, page 486)

It is through the exercise of
“concentration” that we are able
to accomplish this goal. We can
also gain inner awareness of the
invisible planes and in doing so,
eventually be able to contact the
“Akasha or Memory of Nature.”
If we can now accept the prem-
ise that our thoughts produce
our “atmosphere” and that
which comes to us will be what
we have chosen, the subject of
Mind Control will become of
greater importance than ever

before! It is through the control
of your thoughts that you are
able to create what you want in
your life and in your own “per-
sonal universe.” Each individual
does have his own “personal”
atmosphere that is made up of
past and present thought forms
—good or bad.

Through gaining control of
our thoughts and by using our
knowledge of the Law of Mind
we will be able to acquire self-
reliance, a goal for all students
of the higher life. But, how do
we go about learning to master
this Law of Mind? First, we must
realize that all life is one and that
all intelligence is drawn together
by sublime and unseen strands
on which thought travels. The
wires are already laid (so to
speak) so all you have to do is
get in tune with what you seek
to know and this will be available
if you are able to provide a clear
receiving station. We can only
attract to us what is like us, so
whatever our thoughts are, that
is what will be our current state
of consciousness.

At present, we are only mak-
ing use of a small part of God’s
Great Mind. We are only able to
shape images having to do with
“form.” To actually create life is
beyond our power until we have
vivified the mind and made it
come alive. As we strive more
diligently through working with
this Law of Mind, we will come
ever closer to that creative state
which will someday allow us to
experience the supreme creative
abilities of our Father-Mother-
God-to actually create life! O

=N.D. Willoughby

EDITOR’S NOTE: For a free copy of
the pamphlet “Law and Our Needs,”
please write Editorial Department, P.O.
Box 713, Oceanside, CA, 92054.
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The Revelation of St. John the Divine

-

CHAPTER 5

W henever the number 5 is used in reference to man, or humanity, the letter He adds the significance
of the Breath of Life. Although shared by all animals, this Breath gives only to man the principle of
intelligence (i.e. Aries, the head) developed to where he can use intelligent speech to express his ideas.

Greater than the power of vocal expression is in relation to the renewal of life: Physical breath alone
cannot accomplish this. It can prolong physical life somewhat, but is incapable of renewing it until it is con-
sciously combined with the psychic breath, in which case it at once becomes the mediating principle be-
tween God and man, and between man and nature, also the link which attaches body to Spirit. Hence,
He is not only breath, but vitalized and spiritualized breath. (Curtiss, The Key to The Universe, p. 186)

Having placed emphasis upon the proposition that there is to be found great harmony between numbers,
the Hebrew Alphabet and the Revelation of St. John; let us briefly review symbolism found in the first two
paragraphs of this chapter introduction, where man (5) was shown with his two feet upon the squared stone
and his head in the heavens. Clearly, the higher and lower activities of mind are being shown. Therefore,
if chapter 5 reveals mind beginning to cast influence over the physical aspects of man’s life, we could reasonably
conclude that chapter 15 (5 of the second cycle) would be concerned with man’s higher mental activities
within planes of activity beyond the physical, as was shown by man’s head in the heavens.

As we develop these concepts, during our study of this chapter, it will be obvious that the “sea of glass

mingled with fire,” that is introduced in chapter 15, refers without question to activity of mind upon that
higher plane.
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Next, let us review the 119th
Psalm (King James) and check
out letters He (5), Job (10) and
Samech (15). We discover in
section 5 man with a newly ac-
quired mind, and the concern is
revealed as “Teach me...; Give
me understanding...; Make me
to go in the path...” etc. In sec-
tion 10, or Jod, emphasis
changes to “Thy hands have
made me...give me understand-
ing.” Note that number 10 con-
cludes the first cycle—and isn'’t
understanding the goal of the
second higher cycle? With the
“thunders” of chapter 10 sound-
ing their voices, would not this
indicate an urge to understand?
Finally, in Samech (15),
understanding now has been
achieved, and now it states:
“...thy law do I love...l hope in
thy word...I will have respect
unto thy statutes continually
(because he now understands).

Let us proceed to another in-
teresting subject, concerning the
Biblical Jacob and his children.
You will recall that Jacob had
some marriage problems after
serving 7 years for the hand of
Rachel; but received Leah as his
wife. Therefore, it was not until
the birth of Joseph—after re-
ceiving Rachel as his true
wife—that he had a legitimate
offspring. Let us recall that
Joseph has always been assoc-
iated with the ninth house of the
Zodiac (Sagittarius), and does
not the ninth house concern
itself with such matters as the
thinker, intuition, understanding
and conscious evolution? (The
meaning of Jacob is “our first
expression which must be sup-
plemented by a higher type,
spiritual Jacob.” Remember, it
was Jacob that obtained the
birthright.)

We now discover Samech
(15), tied to Jupiter and Sagat-
tarius (through the Hebrew
Alphabet) and we discern that
seeking understanding and
ideals within—instead of
without—are the legitimate ac-
tivities that the book of Revela-
tion is primarily concerned with!
Study this aspect thoroughly,
since there is much remaining to
uncover,

In conclusion, we have re-
ferred to three levels of thought:
1. The beginning of physical
thought. 2. The mastery of that,
and the aspiration to higher
thought. 3. Understanding, that
is acquired in Samech, or
spiritual thought.

From every vantage point,
He reveals the link between God
and Nature. When properly
used: The body thus glorified
through the 5 powers is called
the Robe of Initiation. Unless the
Neophyte has donned this
Robe, and manifested its powers
in the flesh, the Great Initiation
has not been passed. These
powers become 7 only after the

robe of physical existence has
been laid aside and the Soul has
donned the glorious, immortal
Body of the Resurrection, the
Seamless Robe of Jesus, called
the Nirmanakaya Robe, or the
Body of the Fire-breath. In other
words, man is the Lord of Crea-
tion when he has woven the 5
mystic powers into his body and
donned “the glorious robe of his
strength.” (Curtiss, The Key to
the Universe, p. 176.)

“While we are at home in the
body (living the purely physical
life), we are absent (are not of)
from the Lord. (2 Cor. 5:6)
Howbeit that was not first which
is spiritual, but that which is
natural: and afterward that
which is spiritual. (1 Cor. 15:46)

1. And I saw in the right hand
of him that sat on the throne a
book written within and on the
back side, sealed with seven
seals. Ready to come forth from
the right hand of him that held
the book, into actuality, is the
Divine scheme whereby truth is
learned. But it is to come forth
from within. Furthermore, com-
ing forth from the back side and
sealed with the seven seals, apt-
ly identifies the physical body
where on the back side is
located the spinal cord, as it
relays the messages to the
“within” or Mind. The seven
seals are the same spinal
centers, or churches, that have
been previously discussed. “Him
that sat on the throne” is the
Higher Self.

2. And I saw a strong angel pro-
claiming with a loud voice, who
is worthy to open the book and
to loose the seals thereof? (We
detect that the Higher Mind is
beginning to function.)

3. And no man in heaven, nor
in earth, neither under the earth,
was able to open the book,
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neither to look thereon (but the
preparations are being made.)
4. And I wept much, because
no man was worthy to open and
to read the book, neither to look
thereon. (The physical senses
lack the capacity to accomplish.)
5. And one of the elders saith
unto me, Weep not: behold the
Lion of the tribe of Juda, the
Root of David, hath prevailed to
open the book, and to loose the
seven seals thereof.

These symbolic messages
reveal the plight of the un-
regenerate man, who is securely
bound to the material world and
motivated by his lower nature.
Man’s only recourse is the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, and in
strong terms we are informed
that there is no other way to live,
but to practice a true heart-felt
spirit of altruism towards our
fellow man. Altruism implies
that there will be no thought of
earthly rewards. In other words,
to activate the seven seals, it has
become necessary to lose our-
selves in service to our fellow
man; and only as we work and
serve others, do we experience
an awakening of the Spirit into
the new life. Only at that time
does it become possible for the
slain Lamb, or Christ Force, to
open the Seals. The term Lion,
as used in this example, iden-
tifies an all-conquering love of
the Christ. Judah refers to the
spirit of insight and understand-
ing of the things of the higher
life. Here is another of the
numerous parallels to the
teachings of the Elder Brothers,
for they have urged us time and
again to direct our endeavours
through the channel of service
to our fellow man (i.e. through
work.) It is our labors, with the
aid of the heart and mind, that
help to perfect the vital body,

which then becomes the
medium through which we be-
come God taught.

Further thoughts were ex-
pressed by Mr. Heindel, when
he indicated how as man spir-
itualizes his vehicles, the con-
stitution of the vital body, made
of ether, is most materially
changed. Since the ability to
open the seals of the book must
come from within, we see the
reason why the elder turned to
the Lion of the tribe of Judah to
perform this act. Clearly, the
book of Revelation has in-
structed that man, when he
relies on his five senses, is in-
capable of revealing the mys-
teries of this closed book.

6. And I beheld, and, lo, in the
midst of the throne (seat of the
Higher Self) and of the four
beasts (High emotions, now
coming from the physical or
Foundation Stone), and in the
midst of the elders (mature emo-
tions) stood a Lamb (Christ
Force) as it had been slain (freed
from the restraints of materiality)
having Seven (number of
perfection) horns (strength, high
aspiration, victory over the
lower nature) and Seven eyes
(perfect spiritual vision), which
are the Seven Spirits of God

sent forth into all the earth (to
perfect the physical).

Again, we are told that the

throne is within and surrounded
by the material world. The word,
Lamb, as used here, reveals the
newly acquired Christ Spirit.
This interpretation is strength-
ened, when we realize that
“slain” or “death” in the Bible,
never refers to oblivion, but to
a change of state. Thus, we
determine that John is referring
to a higher consciousness.
Horns refer to the powers of the
righteous. Seven, being the
number of perfection, we have
illustrated the powers that could
be realized from acts of Altruism.
A similar line of thought is
revealed in Psalms 75:10.
Seven eyes (perfected spiritual
vision) and the seven spirits
(perfection or completion of a
spiritual process) underscore the
above interpretation.
7. And he (the Lamb that had
been slain) came and took the
book out of the right hand of
him that sat upon the throne.
8. And when he had taken the
book, the four beasts and four
and twenty elders fell down
before the Lamb, having every
one of them harps, and golden
vials full of odours, which are
the prayers of saints.

The symbolism of the “book”
reveals how the Life Processes,
of the cycle of manifestation, are
being followed. Actions of the
right hand indicate the coming
forth into actuality, by positive
control of this new potential
from the higher planes.

Once again we have an il-
lustration of the significance of
numbers, for verse 7 reveals
completion, or the perfection of
a process. Inasmuch as chapter
5 is concerned with preparation
for number 6, we have the first
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manifestation of the Christ
within. Following this, the next
achievement that will be re-
vealed during the orderly
development process is to
become aware of and read from
the Region of Concrete
Thought. The phrase, “Out of
every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation,” refers to
former physical attributes that
are now projecting the higher
influences.

9. And they sung a new song
(new understanding), saying,
Thou art worthy to take the
book, and to open the seals
thereof: for thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy
blood out of every kindred, and
tongue, and people, and nation.

The significance of the greater
part of this chapter is that there
is fundamental preparatory
work to be done in order that
higher mental concepts of Truth
above the purely physical expres-
sions will become reality. This
activity will mark completion of
the 5 senses, so that efforts may
be applied to the construction of
the inner temple for future ac-
tivity of the Christ within.

10. And hast made us unto our
God kings and priests: and we
shall reign on the earth. (That is
we shall rule our own universe,
as identified by “earth.”)

11. And I beheld, and I heard
the voice of many angels around
about the throne and the beasts
and the elders: and the number
of them was ten thousand times
ten thousand, and thousands of
thousands.

Note that the numerical sym-
bol here is ten, and again this
proclaims the completion of a
cycle, or attainment of perfec-
tion. Ten contains the numbers
7 and 3, or the numbers of
perfection and the Trinity.

Stated another way, 10 implies
a completion period of develop-
ment within the stages of the
soul’'s growth. Forthwith we shall
discover a new harmony arising
from the Christ consciousness
within. Harmony between the
text and numbers have been
emphasized for so long in the
number 10, but “ten thousands
times ten thousand, and thous-
ands of thousands.” Such sym-
bolism can only imply ac-
complishments with the higher
planes.

12. Saying with a loud voice,
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
(gave his life) to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and
glory, and blessing.

13. And every creature which is
in heaven, and on the earth,
and under the earth, and such
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as are in the sea, and all that are
in them, heard [ saying, Bless-
ing, and honour, and glory, and
power, be unto him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb for ever and ever.
14. And the four beasts said,
Amen. And the four and twenty
elders fell down and worshipped
him that liveth for ever and ever.
In summary, with the 4
elements squared and the ac-
complishments of 5, as re-
vealed throughout this chapter,
St. John said it all, with the
comment in verse 9: “And they
sung a new song, saying, Thou
art worthy to take the book, and
to open the seals thereof.”
Hence, the significance of this
account is to inform the reader
of the knowledge to be gained
and with the accompanying ex-
periences, there will be growth.
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An interesting observation is
the meaning of Old Testament
and New Testament. In Latin,
Testa means body. Ment (Men-
tis) means mind. Hence, the
New Testament concerns
perfected man. Lion of the Tribe
of Judah, in verse 5, relates to
perfected man.

SYMBOLOGY OF
NUMBER 5

HE (or Heh) Simple Letter
Aries (T?) Number of Humanity

The symbolism of number 5,
a Divine Number, reveals man
or humanity at the mid-point of
the scales of evolution, with his
2 feet'planted firmly upon the
squared foundation stone
(physical) and his head in the
heavens. In this manner is man
shown standing upon and con-
trolling the physical, as he
reaches up into the realms of the
Divine. Thus is it symbolically
revealed that the end result of
man'’s experiences on earth will
be self-control.

To give greater meaning to
these expressions there are a

number of confirming evidences
that should be noted. First, the
numerals of the 5, when added
1+2+3+4+5=1b),
reduces to number 6, the
number of the manifesting
Christ Force from above that
guides the Initiation procedure.
It is extremely significant, sym-
bolically speaking, to find the
5th angel (God’s representative)
sounding the trumpet in
Chapter 9:1, as preparation is
being completed to attain con-
trol of the physical, by Initiation.

Furthermore, when we con-
sider that 5 is the number of the
planet Mercury, ruler of mind in
man and that the “Lords of Mer-
cury are presently working on
the individual, fitting him for
mastery over self and for
mastery over others” and that
“this work on their part is but the
beginning of what will be an in-
creasing Mercurial influence dur-
ing the remaining three and
one-half Revolutions of the
Earth Period,”—does not this
merit our attention?. Further-
more, our Elder Brothers from
Mercury, human like ourselves,
are presently assisting humani-
ty to make these changes (See:
Message of the Stars, Max
Heindel, p. 355). Mercury is fur-
ther symbolized as the winged
Messenger of the Gods, and
thus is illustrated again how the
Mind Principle in man is to func-
tion at this stage of our develop-
ment, where we are soon to
become active in the Region of
Concrete Thought. There, man
stands at the pathway of re-
generation ‘“guarded by the
Lords of Mercury, who with
their wisdom will guide him
toward the desired goal.”
(Freemasonry and Catholicism,
Max Heindel, P. 72.) O

—FEvans Waterman
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Meat and Drink as Factors in Evolution
I n previous chapters we saw how infant humanity was cared for by superhuman guardians, provided with

appropriate food, led out of danger’s way, and sheltered in all respects until grown to human stature
and fit to enter the school of experience to learn the lessons of life in the phenomenal world. We saw also
how the rainbow points to natural laws peculiar to the present age, how man was given free will under
these laws, and how the spirit of wine was given to cheer and to stimulate his own timid, fearful spirit,
to nerve it for the war of the world.

In an analogous manner the irresponsible little child who has been brought under the waters of baptism
by its natural guardians is cared for through the years of childhood while its various vehicles are being organized.
When the parental blood stored in the thymus gland has been exhausted and the child thus emancipated
from the parents, it awakes to individuality, to the feeling of “l AM.” It has then been prepared with a knowledge
of good and evil with which to fight the battle of life; and at that time the youth is taken to the church and
given the bread and wine to nerve and nourish him spiritually, also as a symbol that henceforth he is a
free agent, only responsible to the laws of God. A blessing or a curse, this freedom, according to the way
it is used.

In early Atlantis mankind was a universal brotherhood of submissive children with no incentive to
war or strife. Later they were segregated into nations, and wars inculcated loyalty to kin and country.
Each sovereign was an absolute autocrat with power over life and limb of his subjects, who were numbered
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in hundreds ot millions, and
who vyielded ungrudging and
slavish submission.

As flesh eating came into
vogue, wine became a more
and more common beverage. In
consequence of flesh eating
much material progress was
made immediately preceding
the advent of Christ, and
because of the practice of drink-
ing wine an increasing number
of men asserted themselves as
leaders, with the result that in-
stead of a few large nations such
as people Asia, many small na-
tions were formed in the
southwestern portion of Europe
and Asia Minor.

But though the great mass of
people who formed these var-
ious nations were ahead of their
Asiatic brethren as craftsmen,
they continued submissive to
their rulers and lived as much in
their traditions as did the latter.
Christ'upbraided them because
they gloried in being Abraham’s
seed. He told them that “before
Abraham was, I AM,” that is,
the ego has always existed.

It is His mission to emancipate
humanity from Law and lead it
to LOVE, to destroy “kingdoms
of men” with all their an-
tagonism to one another, and to
build upon their ruins “the
kingdom of God.” An illustra-
tion will make the method clear.

If we have a number of brick
buildings and desire to amal-
gamate them into one large
structure, it is necessary to break
them down first and free each
brick from the mortar which
binds it. Likewise each human
being must be freed from the fet-
ters of family, hence Christ
taught “Unless a man leave
father and mother he cannot be
my disciple.” He must outgrow

religious partisanship and
patriotism and learn to say with
the much misunderstood and
maligned Thomas Paine: “The
world is my country, and to do
good is my religion.”

Christ did not mean that we
are to forsake those who have
a claim upon our help and sup-
port, but that we are not to per-
mit the suppression of our in-
dividuality out of deference to
family traditions and beliefs.
Consequently He came “not to
bring peace, but a sword”; and
whereas the eastern religions
discourage the use of wine,
Christ’s first miracle was to
change water to wine. The

sword and the wine cup are
signatures of the Christian
religion, for by them nations
have been broken to pieces and
the individual emancipated.
Government by the people, for
the people, is a fact in north-
western Europe, the rulers be-
ing that principally in name only.

But the fostering of the mar-
tial spirit such as prevails in
Europe was only a means to an
end. The segregation which it
has caused must give place to a
regime of brotherhood such as
professed by Paine. A new step
was necessary to bring this
about; a new food must be
found which would act upon the
spirit in such a way as to foster
individuality through assertion of
self without oppression of others
and without loss of self-respect.
We have enunciated it as a law
that only spirit can act upon
spirit, and therefore that food
must be a spirit but differing in
other respects from intoxicants.

Before describing this let us
see what flesh has done for the
evolution of the world. We have
noted previously that during the
Polarian Epoch man had only
a dense body; he was like the
present minerals in this respect,
and by nature he was as inert
and passive. By absorbing the
crystalloids prepared by plants
he evolved a vital body during
the Hyperborean Epoch and
became plant-like both in con-
stitution and by nature, for he
lived without exertion and as
unconsciously as the plants.
Later he extracted milk from the
then stationary animals. Desire
for this more readily digestible
food spurred him on to exertion,
and gradually his desire nature
was evolved during the Lemur-
ian Epoch. Thus he became
constituted like the present day
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Herbivora. Though possessed of
a passional nature, he was
docile and could not be induced
to fight save to defend himself,
his mate, and family. Hunger
alone had the power to make
him aggressive.

Therefore, when animals be-
gan to move and sought to
elude this ruthless parasite, in-
creasing difficulty of obtaining
the coveted food aroused his
craving to such an extent that
when he had hunted and caught
an animal, he was no longer
content to suck its udders dry
but commenced to feed upon its
blood and flesh. Thus he be-
came as ferocious as our present
day Carnivora.

Digestion of flesh food requires
much more powerful chemical
action and speedy elimination of
the waste than that of a vege-
table diet as proved by chemical
analysis of the gastric juices from
animals, and by the fact that the
intestines of Herbivora are many
times longer than those of a car-
nivorous animal of equal size.
Carnivora easily become drowsy

- and averse to exertion.

When prodded by the pangs
of hunger the ferocious wolf
does indeed pursue its prey with
unwavering perseverance, and
the spring of the crouching king
of beasts overmatches the speed
of the wing-footed deer. By am-
bush the feline family foil the
fleetest in their attempts to
escape. The cunning of the fox
is proverbial, and the slinking
nocturnal habits of the hyena
and kindred scavengers illustrate
the depth of depravity resulting
from a diet of decayed flesh.

The vices generated by flesh
eating may be said to be lassi-
tude, ferocity, low cunning, and
depravity. We may tame the
herbivorous ox and elephant.

Their diet makes them docile
and stores enormous power
which they obediently use in our
service to perform prolonged
and arduous labor. The flesh
food required by the constitu-
tional peculiarities of Carnivora
makes them dangerous and in-
capable of thorough domestica-
tion. Besides, energy contained
in the diet of Carnivora is so
largely expended in digestion
that they are drowsy and un-
fitted for sustained labor like the
horse or elephant.

The drowsiness following a
heavy meal of meat is too well
known to require argument, and
the custom of taking stimulants
with food is an outgrowth of the
desire to counteract the deaden-
ing effect of dead flesh. The in-
tensified effect of feasting upon
flesh in an advanced state of
decay is well illustrated in “socie-
ty,” where banquets of game
that is “high” are accompanied
by orgies of the wildest nature
and followed by indulgence of
the vilest instincts.

The Westerner who can live
upon a clean, sweet, whole-

some diet of vegetables, cereals,
and fruits, does not become
drowsy from his food; he needs
no stimulant. There are no
vegetarian drunkards. The
soothing effects of vegetable
food manifest as finer feelings,
which replace the ferocity
fostered by flesh food. Many
need the mixed diet yet, for the
practice of flesh eating has fur-
thered the progress of the world
as nothing else except perhaps
its companion vice-drunken-
ness; and though we cannot say
that they have been blessings in
disguise, they have at least not
been unmitigated curses, for in
the Father’s kingdom all seem-
ing evil nevertheless works for
good in some respect, though it
may not be apparent upon the
surface. We shall see how
presently.

A private corporation, the
East India Company, com-
menced and practically achieved
the subjugation of India with her
three hundred million people,
for the English are voracious
flesh eaters, while the Hindu’s
diet fosters docility. But when
England fought the flesh eating
Boers, Greek met Greek, and
the valor displayed by both sides
is a matter of brilliant record.
Courage, physical as well as
moral, is a virtue and cowardice
a vice. Flesh has fostered self-
assertion and helped us to de-
velop a backbone, though un-
fortunately often at the expense
of others who still retain the
wishbone. It has done more as
will be illustrated.

Assaid previously, the crouch-
ing cat is forced to employ
strategy to save strength when
procuring its prey, so that it may
retain sufficient energy to digest
the victim. Thus brain becomes
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the ally of brawn. In ancient
Atlantis desire for flesh devel-
oped the ingenuity of primitive
man and led him to trap the
elusive denizens of field and
forest. The hunter’s snare was
among the first labor-saving
devices which mark the begin-
ning of the evolution of mind,
and of the uncompromising, un-
flagging struggle of the meat fed
mind for supremacy over
matter.

We say “the meat fed mind,”
and we reiterate it, because we
wish to emphasize that it is by
the nations which have adopted

flesh food that the most note-
worthy progress has been made.

The further west we travel,
the more the consumption of
meat increases as does the
disinclination for bodily exercise,
and consequently the activity of
the mind is increased to a higher
and higher pitch in the invention
of labor-saving devices. The
American agriculturists’ acres
are counted by thousands, and
they harvest large crops with less
labor than the peasant of the
East who has only a small patch
of ground. The reason is that the
poor, plodding, grain fed East-
erner has only his hands and his

hoe, which he keeps in motion
all day and day after day, while
the meat fed, progressive West-
erner turns power-driven im-
plements into his fertile fields
and sits down in a comfortable
seat to watch them work. One
uses muscle, the other mind.

Thus the indomitable courage
and energy which have trans-
formed the face of the Western
World are virtues directly
traceable to flesh food, which
also fosters love of ease and in-
vention of labor-saving devices;
while alcohol stimulates enter-
prise in execution of schemes
thus hatched to procure the
maximum of comfort with a
minimum of labor.

But the spirit of alcohol is ob-
tained by a progress of fermen-
tation. It is a spirit of decay,
altogether different from the
spirit of life in man. This
counterfeit, spirit lures man on
and on, always holding before
his vision dreams of future
grandeur, and goading him to
strenuous efforts of body and
mind in order to attain and
obtain. Then when he has
achieved and attained, he
awakens to the utter worth-
lessness of his prize. Possession
soon shatters illusion as to the
worth of whatever he may have
acquired; nothing the world has
to give can finally satisfy. Then
again the lethal draught drowns
disappointment, and the mind
conjures up a new illusion. This
he pursues with fresh zeal and
high hopes, to meet disappoint-
ment again and again, for lives
and lives, until at last he learns
that “wine is a mocker,” and that
“all is vanity but to serve God
and to do His will.” O

—Max Heindel
Gleanings of a Mystic
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—Studies in the Cosmo-Conception

The First Heaven

Question:
Purgatory?

Where does the man go from

Answer: When the purgatorial existence is over
the purified Spirit rises into the First Heaven, which
is located in the three highest Regions of the Desire
World.

Question: What change occurs here?

Answer: Here the results of its sufferings are in-
corporated in the seed atom of the desire body,
thus imparting to it the quality of right feeling which
acts as an impulse to good and a deterrent from
evil in the future.

Question: Is the past life again reviewed here?

Answer: The panorama of the past again unrolls
itself backward, but this time it is the good acts of
life that are the basis of feeling.

Question: How does this affect us?

Answer: When we come to scenes where we
helped others we realize anew all the joy of help-
ing which was ours at the time, and in addition we
feel all the gratitude poured out to us by the re-
cipient of our help.

Question: Do others’ kindnesses aid us also?

Answer: When we come to scenes where we
were helped by other, we again feel all the gratitude
that we then felt toward our benefactor.

Question: What lesson can this teach us on
Earth?

Answer: We see from this the importance of ap-
preciating the favors shown us by others because
gratitude makes for soul-growth. Our happiness in
heaven depends upon the joy we gave others and
the valuation we placed upon what others did for us.

Question: Is not our giving limited by our
possessions?

Answer: The power of giving is not vested chiefly
in the monied man. Indiscriminate giving of money
may even be an evil. It is well to give money for
a purpose we are convinced is good but serv-
ice is a thousandfold better.

Question: Is this First Heaven a place of
happiness?

Answer: The First Heaven is a place of joy
without a single drop of bitterness. The Spirit is
beyond the influence of the material, earthly con-
ditions and assimilates all the good contained in
the past life as it lives it over again.

Question: Are there additional advantages to the
Spirit?

Answer: Yes, here all the ennobling pursuits to
which the man aspired are realized in fullest
measure. It is a place of rest and the harder has
been the life, the more keenly will the rest be en-
joyed. Sickness, sorrow, and pain are unknown
quantities.

Question: What does this region give the
religious-minded?

Answer: This is the Summerland of the
Spiritualists, and here the thoughts of the devout
Christian have built the New Jerusalem. Beautiful
houses, flowers, etc., are the portion of those who
aspired to them; they build them themselves by
thought from the subtle desire stuff.

Question: May we say they are real?

Answer: These things are just as real and tangi-
ble to them as our material houses are to us. All
gain here the satisfaction which Earth life lacked
for them. ‘ O

—Ref: Cosmo-Conception, 113-117
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Christian
Precepts

See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that
which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.

Rejoice evermore.

Pray without ceasing.

In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you.

Quench not the Spirit.

—1I Thessalonians 5:15-19

he mystic, who follows the path of the unquestioning heart, re-

sponds to such lofty precepts as these given by St. Paul simply
because of his complete faith in the divine Source from whom he
believes the sublime ideals of the New Testament came. To the oc-
cultist, who follows the dictates of the reasoning mind, these admoni-
tions appeal only after they have been shown to be based upon scien-
tific law. Each must eventually come to the point where he combines
the faculties of the head with those of the heart and subsequently is
able to express in a balanced manner all the unfolded powers of the
individualized Spirit.

For those primarily on the head path occult philosophy explains the
teachings of Christ Jesus and His disciples as spiritual laws which may
be used to bring about definite soul growth in the complex human be-
ing. Thus the Ego, having satisfied the questionings of the intellect,
is able to live the devotional life and unfold the qualities of the heart
in an equal measure with those of the head.

See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that
which is good. It is a spiritual law that we attract to ourselves condi-
tions in harmony with the vibratory rate of the thoughts and emotions
which make up our aura. Consequently, when we “ever follow that
which is good,” we build so strong a positive vibration within ourselves
that we do not respond to “evil.” We are then in accord with St. Paul’s
further injunction. “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with
good.” Also, by constant repetition of acts of love and service to others

we attract the two higher ethers
which form the soul body, that
ethereal garment in which we
will function during ages to
come.

Rejoice evermore. Joy is a
high rate of vibration which
causes the vital body to well
forth with such power that inhar-
monies are eliminated and
health and well-being are in-
vited. Every true Christian
radiates a quiet cheerfulness and
optimism. Indeed, how can he
do otherwise if he really believes
in the actuality of God’s love
and wisdom?

Pray without ceasing. Prayer
is not only “the most power-
ful method of soul growth
known,” but it is also the surest
and quickest way to commune
with Divinity and manifest Its
blessings upon Earth. Repeated
scientific prayer affects the sub-
conscious so that the aspirant
comes to “pray without ceasing”
in the sense that he may be said
to live “in the presence of God”
and unconsciously endeavors to
do His will in all things.

In everything give thanks. An
attitude of thankfulness to our
Creator, for ourselves and
others, is a vital factor in mak-
ing soul growth. “When we of-
fer thanksgiving and praise we
put ourselves in a favorable
position to the Law of Attrac-
tion, a receptive state where we
may receive a new downpour-
ing of the Spirit of Love and
Light.”

Quench not the Spirit. The
promptings of the ‘Higher Self,
the Spirit, are always unselfish,
urging us to love and serve our
fellow men. The more we heed
those promptings, the more
“soul” or food do we garner for
nourishing the Ego toward
perfection. |
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The fact that the Moon, planet
AstrOIogy of function, is in the second

decanate of its sign correctly
confirms that this affair had been
going on for quite a while when
it hit the headlines.

So, to get our answers, we set
up a horary chart, based on the
exact moment in time when
there was an intense desire to
ascertain the truth concerning
this episode. Anyone in doubt
as to the efficacy of this method
is referred to Simplified Horary
Astrology, Goldstein-Jacobson,
p. 228, where a prediction of

Horary Chart . ,
Novembeyr 23, 1986 the time of World War II's end

35N 79W = made three years previous to
11:20 AM EST V.E. Day is described. We know
the chart is valid for there are no
strictures against judgment, and
it “corresponds” totally with the
nature of the issue.

For instance, the question
concerns government, and Cap-
ricorn, the sign of government,
is on the Ascendant. Its Sabian
symbol is interpreted as “im-
pulsiveness,” which most cer-
tainly describes this debacle.
Mars in Aquarius without helpful
aspects is also very erratic,
definitely not law-abiding. Here

Ira nscam, he is located in the second

house of material resources and

rules the I.C. of bases, founda-

Ira nga te tions: basically, impulse was at
) work here, and a considerable

amount of weapons and cash

Or was involved.

Closest to the Ascendant and

W t t II? further singled out as important
a erga e N by being most closely aspected
to the Part of Fortune is Nep-
tune, planet of intrigue: sextile

he question raised sounded like those heard in ’73 and '74: Who Venus, ruler of the I.C.; sextile

knew what when? Who all was involved? Was the law broken? But the M.C.; trine the I.C. lts
the student of Astrology realizes one major difference: The incident solstice point is conjunct the
of the 1970’s began with a specific, well-known event, the Washington twelfth cusp of self-undoing,
office break-in at 2:17 AM EDST June 17, 1972; the real start of the conjunct Uranus, and in fateful
Iranian affair is not known. A pro-Syrian paper in Lebanon first pub- sextile to Venus and M.C. clan-
lished the story; the United States media picked it up; the rest is history! destine movements of money
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and material occurred on a large
scale.

Saturn, the chart’s ruler and
co-ruler of the second house,
has no supporting aspects, so
we take the negative reading of
the sign holding it, Sagittarius:
recklessness. The somber orb’s
square to Jupiter, Lilith, and the
solstice point of the Dragon’s
Tail—all intercepted in the sec-
ond house—tells us again that
faulty judgment was applied,
especially concerning material
resources. Saturn is also part of
the midpoint configuration
which is very revealing: “Dif-
ficulties are overcome through
extraordinary efforts.”

Why were “extraordinary ef-
forts” necessary? For our answer
we turn to the [.C. “A bridge be-
ing built across a gorge.” It is not
easy to do this! According to
some, the arms deal was in-
tended to improve relations with
oil-rich, strategically vital and
lately hostile Iran; others claim
the release of American hos-
tages was the goal; in either
case, a wide chasm would have
to be spanned.

How? For that answer we
consult the M.C.’s Sabian sym-
bol: “Leaping to opportunity.”
Opportunism, we might say.
Admittedly, United States law
forbade arms sales to Iran, but
it was hoped that this activity
could be kept secret—as was,
for instance, Secretary of State
Kissinger’s effort to reopen rela-
tions with mainland China in
1971—and that afterward, no
one would challenge success.
With the M.C. and three planets
in secretive, self-confident Scor-
pio, this point of destiny as well
as two of those planets in sex-
tile to secretive Neptune in the
twelfth house of secrets—that
was clearly so.

This fact is also shown by the
Sabian symbol of the Dragon’s
Tail, a point of self-undoing: “A
gang of robbers in hiding.”’
How accurate a description!
“Robbers”—funds were being
misappropriated, and it all was
done “hiding,” which of course
is alien to official United States

practice.

That fact is reinforced by the
important cusp of the twelfth
house of self-undoing, whose
Sabian Symbol is “immigrants
entering.”” These certainly are
symbolic of outside influences;
in this case, outside the law.
There have also been disclos-
ures of cash being “laundered”
to conceal the secret goings on;
the ruler of the second house of
money, Uranus, conjunct the
twelfth cusp, has as its Sabian
symbol “a Chinese laundry!”®

So much for the negative
side; but Astrology is nothing if
not positive! That opens up the
process of regeneration, de-
picted by the cusp of the eighth
house; “A rainbow.”* This

phenomenon is symbolic of “a
covenant” and “the law of
obedience.” The government
must keep its part of the “cove-
nant” and abide by “the law”
even as all citizens are expected
to do.

All this is confirmed by the
two planets on top of the chart,
flanking the M.C! Venus, ruler
of the I.C. of ends, is afflicted
by Pluto, ruler of the M.C. of
means! The end does not justify
the means! The late Mao-Tse-
Tung liked to say, If you want
to make an omelet, you have to
break eggs! In essence, this is
what Machiavelli taught in The
Prince (1513); that may well be
Communism’s way; but it is not
the Christian way! The Bible
teaches that this—expediency
even for the avowed purpose
of doing good, saving lives—
helped perpetrate one of his-
tory’s great crimes, the crucifix-
ion of the Christ.

There’s another lesson in all
this. That perceptive French
observer of the early American
scene, De Tocqueville, des-
cribed the young nation as “the
country in the world where
philosophy is least studied.”
Then as now, the same might
apparently also be said of history!
A dozen years after clandestine
connivings crushed an ad-
ministration, we behold an en-
core of sorts. Truly the great
lesson of all history is that men
don’t learn from history. May
this never be said of spiritual
aspirants! O

—A Probationer

1

Jones, The Sabian Symbols, p. 169.
Jones, op. cit., p. 233.

Jones, op. cit., p.231.

oA W

Jones, op. cit., p. 294.
Metaphysical Bible Dictionary (Unity),
p. 543.
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The Wedding Chart

rom Cancer to Libra in the mandala is the time-element between

the meeting of the two persons and their love-recognition of each
other. When that takes place (the “maturing of the polarity-awareness
of adolescence”), the subjectivity of gender, which coincided with the
objectivity of sex in the actual prenatal period, is mutually ignited by
the action of sympathetic vibration; each sees the other as the
qualities—or “complementation” on all planes. They do not “fall” (awful
word!) in love; they lift each other in consciousness by the mutual fu-
sion of the best of their qualities. This “mutual fusion of vibration” is
the archetype of that which is chemically expressed in the action we
call sexual intercourse. Both of these “fusions” are releasements of
tremendous resources and they are attended by “more-in-tense-than-
ever-before” realizations of ideal, emotional, mental, and spiritual being-
ness. The vibratory fusion organizes the conscious recognition, by each
of “need for each other.” In mutuality, this eventually leads—according
to personal inclination—to the decision to marry; also, according to
personal inclination, this is followed by announcement of the inten-
tion. The decision and the announcement are symbolized in the man-
dala by Capricorn at the uppermost point of the wheel—the symbol
of concreteness, organization, and condensation—polarity of Cancer.

The emotional state objec-
tified by the announcement
establishes the identity of
“betrothed” and it should be
added that, in this “prenatal” ex-
planation, the sign Leo and the
fifth house —following Cancer—
would symbolize the individual-
ized love of each of the persons
for the other. Leo is love-
radiation—an individualized
matter; it is not love-exchange
and all the “identity-points” of
the cardinal mandala are such
because they refer to “relation-
ships-by-complementation”; a
“mother” is such in relationship
to “child” and a “brother” is such
in relationship to another
brother or to a sister; the
Capricorn of this symbol is the
objectified identity of individual
and mutual, Leo-Libra, “loving
and being loved”-ness. In our
tradition a ring is given by the
man to the woman as a “drama-
tization” of his uplifted aware-
ness of ideality, the power of
which is symbolized by the
brilliant beauty of the jewel—
usually a diamond, which is the
jewel-symbol of the Sun. This
ring and the one—sometimes
two—used in the wedding cere-
mony is never, as some have
thought, a symbol of woman’s
bondage to, or enslavement by,
man; it is always, because it is
a circle, the symbol of the
perfect-fulfillment of perfect ex-
change in perfect union. Mutual
decision, presentation, and ac-
ceptance of the ring, the formal
announcement and the first plan
{for time and place of the wed-
ding ceremony are summed up
in the Capricorn-point. The
Aquarius of this fourth quadrant
from Aries would symbolize the
radiation of invitations to per-
sons who love, and are loved
and appreciated by, the be-

RAYS 87

325



trothed couple; the love exten-
sion to family-members and
friends; the parents may feel that
they are “losing their children”
but actually they are, by the
fraternity of Aquarius, gaining a
“younger brother and sister.”
The young couple, at marriage,
become members of the frater-
nity of husbands and wives,
and, subsequently, that of
fathers and mothers—of which
their own parents are “senior
members.”

The last phase of this “pre-
natal” period of the marriage
would be the sign Pisces in its
regenerate meaning—symbol of
faith and ideality. To marry is to
signify an affirmation of one’s
realization of life’s good and
beauty and also to signify a will-
ingness to contribute to Life of
one’s resources of Good and
Beauty. The Pisces of the man-
dala symbolizes the wedding-
ceremony as a dramatized sym-
bol of the deepest and most
heartfelt realizations of human
joy, inspiration, and loveliness.
The artistry of gowns and formal
dress, flowers, and music sym-
bolize Humanity’s urge to reach
and express realizations of eter-
nal beauty —perfected manifes-
tation. In our tradition, the
ceremony progresses, as we
“travel through” Pisces, in points
of prayer, meditation, music,
and recitation of spiritual
thoughts concerning the inner
meaning of marriage. The offi-
ciant symbolizes in his person
the intermediary between the
personality and the reality of
each of the two people. When
he says “I now pronounce you
husband and wife,” the move-
ment through Pisces—as the
symbolic ceremony—is ter-
minated at Aries and the

emergence into Aries symbolizes
the new identity of the couple as
“husband and wife” in relation-
ship to each other and in rela-
tionship, as individuals, to their
individual life-pattern. Great
bursts of music—and this music
should be radiant and ecstatic in
quality—and the couple walk
together for the first time in their
new identity. And—God bless
them all—always.

Something is often done in
wedding ceremonies that is real-
ly not in keeping with the sym-
bolism of the ceremony; that is
for the officiant to pronounce
the couple—at the conclusion of
the service—‘“man and wife.” A
“man” is an adult, male human
being; as such, before he can
even consider marriage he
must, of necessity, function for
a few days, weeks, months, or
years as “an adult male human
being.” The identity that is newly
established is “husband,” and

with the assumption of that
identity the man “incarnates” in-
to a new octave of his “I Am”
awareness as a symbol of his
capacity and willingness to un-
fold and to express new levels
of consciousness, resources,
and powers.

With the saying of the word
“wife” in the above pronounce-
ment, the statement of new
identity is complete and in-
tegrated; the “pre-natal period”
is finished and the material rela-
tionship is incarnated. It is the
sincere and long-thought-of
conviction of the author that the
time of the officiants saying
“wife” is the time that should be
used for the wedding-chart.
Regardless of plans, schedules,
and announcements, the mar-
riage is not “fully-born” until that
pronouncement is complete.
The child’s birth-cry and the pro-
nouncement of the wedding-
officiant are both expressions of
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the power of the word —the liv-
ing vibratory stamp of a new
identity; from then on, the new-
born child and the new-born
husband-wife team are in-
dividualized “things-in-them-
selves”; they are, as it were, “on
their own.”

If you have the charts of the
bride and groom, identify their
planetary rulers with the wed-
ding chart to determine which
factor in the chart is “personal-
ized” by each. A wedding-chart
is not a “composite of two peo-
ple”; it is the astrological pattern
of a specialized experience.
Follow this out by correlating, as
much as possible, each plane-
tary pattern of the individuals
with the wedding chart for study
of vibratory groupings. Then
apply to each person’s chart the
planetary ruler and positions of
the wedding-chart; this is to
study the essential meanings—
to each individual—of the ex-
perience as a most important
factor in the sequence of life-
experiences. Having either or
both of the individual charts
complete would, of course, im-
pose-the requirement of study-
ing the progressed aspects—
particularly those of the
Moon —to study the individual-
ized chart-action. If you do not
have the birth time you will not
have the complete charts but
you can still group the planetary
positions by crosses (cardinal,
fixed, mutable) and generic
(Fire, Earth, Air, Water) trines
and compare them with the
planet-groupings of the wedding
chart. In either case, since any
event occurs between two luna-
tions, apply the previous solar
eclipse to the individual’s charts
(not to the wedding chart
because the wedding was not
yet “born” when the eclipse fell)

and list the aspects that it, and
its resultant Full Moon made. If
the wedding occurred after an
eclipse-month then note also the
effects of the lunation preceding
the wedding on the individual’s
charts. Note the effects—on all
three charts—of the solar eclipse
which first falls after the wed-
ding; pay particular attention to

the “point” if there is such, that
this eclipse stimulates in all three
charts and note the extent of
time between it and the next
eclipse. This eclipse-pattern
stimulating all three charts opens
up the first major testing of the
pezople by marriage and of the
marriage itself from a certain
composite of weaknesses of the
two people, as individuals and
as a couple. Also, for basic
reading, list all “points-in-
common” in the three charts; all
such planets in the person’s
charts that are squared or op-
posed tell you that—because of
synchronization with a planet in
the wedding chart—the martial

experience brings to the persons
an “apex opportunity” to per-
ceive congestions in conscious-
ness; conversely, all such
planets that are sextiled will urge
the exercise of self-directed
transmutation; all that are trined
will represent the “marriage’s
ability” to “bless the people” and
through which they will exper-
ience hyper-realizations of their
ideality. In other words, all
of those patterns are exper-
iences that are especially fo-
calized in the marriage. The
“uniqueness” of the wedding
chart focalizes the individual and
mutual uniqueness of the
persons.

When you study a wedding
chart, pay much more attention
to diameters than to separate
house-cusps. Marriage is objec-
tified human polarity and the
diameters picture the founda-
tions of the “two-in-one-ness” of
all human experiences; in other
words, the polarity foundations.
Finance-stewardship is second-
house-eighth house; children
are fifth-house-eleventh-house,
etc. The seventh house of a
wedding chart, in its squares
and oppositions, sums up the
vibratory power that challenges
the integrity of the union.

All this is an excellent exercise
of your synthesizing ability as an
interpreter, an important phase
of your service and a delightful
stimulus to everything in your
nature that makes you love
astrology.

One more suggestion; try
reading your own natal horo-
scope as a ‘‘Marriage chart”;
philosophically speaking—you
figure this out—that’s exactly
what it is! O

—Elman Bacher
Studies in Astrology
Volume 8
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15

Johndro
Locality Chart

Los Angeles, CA
March 1, 1986

1715

They Marched

for Peace

A long 3700 miles, for 260 days, until finally, on November 15, 1986,
some four hundred “survivors” of the enterprise begun in Los
Angeles wearily wandered into Washington D.C. There is no reason
to doubt the idealistic intentions of these pilgrims for peace; four planets
and the Ascendant in Pisces are ample testimony; Pisces is also the
quintessential sign of peace and love!' But one cannot help wonder,
was it all worthwhile?

We note the complete absence of planets in air; Mercury, planet of
mental focus, is in its fall, detriment, unaspected, and its solstice point
quincunx the nodes: all of this reminds us that zeal is not always a sign
of knowledge! The only planet in earth is Neptune, the planet of Divinity,
here in its fall, which does not manifest favorably in mundane matters.
For all practical purposes, we’re left with six planets in water and three
in fire. At best, water can put out fire and the waters of the Spirit can
quench the flames of war! This combination can also merely produce
a great deal of steam! And steam, to be any good, must be harnessed,
channelled! With this in mind, we look at the M.C. It is besieged by

three malefics and Lilith, all
disposited by Jupiter in Pisces,
who are square the Pisces
stellium around the Ascendant:
the steam generated in this in-
stance ended up as a kind of
Piscean fog!

A salesman once told another
“I created a lot of good will for
our company today.” “I didn’t
sell anything either,” admitted
his more candid friend. No
doubt these peace marchers
created “a lot of good will” for
their cause; but was there ever
really any “illl will” toward peace
among the American people?

What message would the
stars convey to these serious
souls? We know that the eighth
house cusp degree deals with
regeneration, improvement,
and it calls for “obligation to face
objective facts.”” We also recall
that the degree opposite the
apex of a T-Square offers
remedy, advice.® And there is
a T-Square in this chart, though
not a planetary one: the impor-
tant cusp of the twelfth house of
motivations is square the nodes.
And the degree opposite the
apex is “An epidemic of
mumps.”*

What produces mumps? Not
something from without, but
from within! The same with
peace; it is not the result of
something imposed from with-
out; the genuine article is from
within; it is one of the gifts of the
Spirit. And the “objective facts”
are, these are not bestowed as
a result of marching! |

—A Probationer

1Oken’s Complete Astrology, Oken,
p. 156.

2The Astrology of Persondlity, Rudhyar,
p. 362.

3Oken, op. cit., p. 439.

4The Sabian Symbols, Jones, p. 270.
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Johndro
Locality Chart
Washington, D. C.
March 12, 1947

America:
Superpower?

t all happened very suddenly! On February 21, 1947, England notified

the United States that after April 1 it would no longer be able to sup-
port the efforts of Greece and Turkey to stave off Communism. Greece
was fighting Marxist guerrillas; Turkey was under direct Soviet pressure
to grant territorial concessions. Washington got busy, and on March
12 the President asked Congress for $400 million to enable the United
States to take over from Britain. From this evolved an entirely new
foreign policy. The “Monroe Doctrine” of 1823 had pledged to keep
foreign powers out of the New World; the new “Truman Doctrine” em-
barked the United States on the task of defending freedom around the
globe. America had become—or at least tried to be—a superpower!

The stars clearly confirm that this was an awesome alteration of foreign

policy; the very closest tie be-
tween the March 12, 1947 chart
and that of the United States is
the conjunction between the
Part of Fortune of the former
and the United States. Pluto in
the ninth house of foreign af-
fairs; the closest planetary ma-
jor aspect is a sextile of the
March 12, 1947 Jupiter to the
United States Pluto. It is also
significant that the solstice point
of the March 12, 1947 Pluto is
conjunct its Ascendant!

What about the actual nature
of this event? Venus, ruler of this
event chart and dominating it
from the M.C. (preservation of
peaceful Aquarian values ob-
viously is the purpose of this
undertaking) is conjunct the
fateful Saturnian Dragon’s Tail
of the United States chart. The
benefic Jupiterian Dragon’s
Head of the United States chart
is “besieged” (hemmed in) by
two malefics, both retrograde,
one in detriment. Not one
planet in the March 12, 1947
chart is in dignity or exaltation,
but three (Moon, Mercury,
Saturn) are in detriment or fall.
Three very important bodies
(Sun, Mercury, Mars) are in-
tercepted, the Sun is conjunct
the solstice point of illusive Nep-
tune, and Mars is weakened by
not only making no major plan-
etary aspects, but being square
the nodes.

The fact that these three in-
tercepted planets are in the
eleventh house of dreams, am-
bitions, disposited by Neptune,
and the Sun and Mercury also
square Uranus, ruler of this
house—Ilessens the hope of
realizing the goals of this policy.
The fact that Saturn, co-ruler of
this sector, is retrograde, detri-
ment, devoid of good aspects,
increases this tendency. With
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only malefics in the chart’s lower
sphere, we know that the sub-
jective/philosophical founda-
tions of this approach are
flawed.

In a chart of this sort, it is
rewarding to examine what led
up to the event, which we do by
looking at the Moon’s last trans-
it and present aspect thereto. It
was to Neptune, the United
States evidently was unaware of
the tremendous implications of
its new departure. There is a
semi-square between Luna and
Neptune a minor aspect, to be
sure, but valuable in confirming
the negative side of this event.

That is not to say that defense
of freedom is an unworthy un-
dertaking. Venus receives a very
close trine from Neptune; sure-
ly idealism played a significant
part, albeit Venus’ two (though
wide) oppositions to Saturn and
Pluto are weakening. Yet not
the end, but the means of the

American strategy is seen as
faulty: no planets in earth signs;
something about this is imprac-
tical, unrealistic.

The Moon, symbol of func-
tion, is in intense Scorpio con-
junct expansive Jupiter, whose
solstice point is closely conjunct
the M.C. The Dragon’s Tail is in
Jupiter’s sign—long-ranging,
far-reaching Sagittarius. The
United States simply tried to do
too much. This is confirmed by
the Aquarian M.C.—also tend-
ing to overextend itself—all the
more so since its ruler, Uranus,
makes only two “hard” aspects,
squares to Sun and Mercury.
The unaspected Mars, referred
to before, here is Pisces where
he is most uncomfortable, also
is not at all disciplined!

The nature of the remedy
suggested by the stars confirms
the diagnosis of the problem.
Saturn in the fourth house
demands, Thou shalt fulfill at

US Chart

by Barbara Watters

“Horary Astrology’’

homel! It rules the ninth house:
domestic needs demand priority
over those from abroad. Pluto
(regeneration) also in the fourth
house and ruling the seventh of
other nations underscores this.
The cusp of the eighth house
also sheds light on what course
should be followed to improve
a situation: “Recuperation by
retreating within.”

A look at the most afflicted
planet provides further insight.
It is Mercury, a weak orb to
begin with, in detriment and fall,
retrograde, intercepted, re-
cipient of a weak conjunction
from the Sun and a square from
Uranus, ruler of the house it oc-
cupies. It is the lord of the sec-
ond house of material resources
and the fifth house of risky
enterprises. The United States,
with less than 5% of the world’s
population, simply does not
have the wherewithal to be
global policeman.

Besides, there is a better way
to champion freedom. The
Dragon’s Head always indicates
what positive traits should be
cultivated: “Inner assurance.
America should concentrate on
building such a society as to be
a shining example to all—one
which other nations will want to
emulate! The Dragon’s Head is
in Gemini, sign of communica-
tion. The light should not be hid
under a bushel, but transmitted
far and near.

In some parts of the country
there is a saying concerning
young people: “How’re you go-
ing to keep them on the farm
once they've seen the bright
lights of the city?” This might be
paraphrased, “How’re you go-
ing to keep multitudes enslaved
once they've glimpsed the beau-
ty of freedom’s holy light?” O

—A Probationer
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Flight From Freedom
O n 1986’s last Sunday, fifty Russian immigrants voluntarily returned from New York to Moscow after
two smaller groups had done so earlier; more were expected to follow. According to journalists, not
dog-biting-man but man-biting-dog makes news; similarly, not fleeing to but from freedom. Hence, Na-
tional Public Radio thoroughly probed the matter, on “All Things Considered” (December 27-29, 1986.)

One explanation, by the U.S.S.R.’s embassy, hinted at a superior Russian quality of life; if that were
so, why did these people leave in the first place? Besides, statistics contradict this claim. Another factor
mentioned was strong family ties. Then why were these severed on emigration? There was some mention
regarding recent policy of glasnost (openness) and the promise of less repression, but the Kremlin’s prom-
ises have a tenuous track record.

Failure to adapt seemed to be the basic motive, especially since many children of these returnees chose
to remain; youth adapts more readily than the old. Americans may marvel that anyone would esteem freedom
so lightly, yet millions have the same aversion: they reject liberation from drugs, alcohol, nicotine, obesity,
and also neglect that joyful freedom of a life fully yielded to God, for truly did Scotland’s blind poet-preacher
George Matheson sing, Make me a captive, Lord, and then I shall be free! Adaptability—indispensable toward
any kind of progress—has been called life’s great security; change being the enduring constant, this may
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well be so. And the experience of these Russian
repatriates holds a key why many cannot adapt.
When life in the United States was deemed difficult,
they looked back! Whenever the new appears thus,
the old seems delightful. In adapting to the better,
one dare not look back to the bad, or to the “good”!
That was the undoing of the children of Israel on
being freed from Egyptian bondage!

What to do? Focus on the future! Astrological-
ly, Gemini is the sign of adaptability. When the
[sraelites looked back to Egypt, it was to Taurus,
the previous sign; hence they built and worshipped
the golden calf. Had they looked forward, they
would have come to Cancer, sign of tenacity and
imagination.

According to the German proverb, Aller Anfang
ist schwwer (all beginning is difficult) ; thus the need
for tenacity. Our Lord said, “If thy right eye offend
thee, pluck it out.” He also applied this to other
parts of the body. There are times this needs to
be done to the past; there’s a name for it: burning
one’s bridges! That helps one’s tenacity. As one

person put it, When you don’t have any options,

you’ve got to hang in there!

As for imagination, one needs to picture oneself
as succeeding in the new; by “beholding” one is
“changed.” Those who help others lose weight, for
instance, urge them to imagine themselves as
slender. All this harmonizes with the Biblical
description of Moses in facing the new: “By faith
he forsook Egypt...he endured (tenacity), as see-
ing him who is invisible (imagination).”

Faith, tenacity, imagination, the winning
combination!

Billions

for
Beauty

mericans are spending forty billion dollars a

year on cosmetics and other aids to personal
beauty, which is twice the amount for all religious
purposes, according to a startling news item, broad-
cast on WPTF, Raleigh, N.C. on January 18,
1987.

The selfish prodigality of this outlay is certainly
shocking; ironic is the fact that even vaster sums
are being lavished on alcohol, drugs, nicotine, junk
foods etc., whose effect is beauty-destroying. Most
noteworthy, yet rarely mentioned, is the reality that
there is a superior type of beauty available, far sur-
passing anything cosmetics can offer, and it costs
no money!

It is written of Moses, after his mountaintop tryst
with the Eternal, “the skin of his face shone.” And
when at the end of his lifelong walk with God he
“was a hundred and twenty years old,” “his eye
was not dim.” That implies there might even have
been a sparkle in his eyes! Who has not been
thrilled by the lively, alert eyes of a purposeful
oldster, projecting a radiance beyond the reach of
laboratories. What supplies more zest to living than
dedication to the Divine?

A famous artist once roamed the streets in search
for a model for Judas Iscariot. When he found his
man, the latter sobbingly confessed that in his youth
he had modeled for the Boy Jesus! Years of dis-
sipation had made the difference; indulgence had
replaced innocence; sin not only writes ugly
headlines, also similar face lines!

By contrast, one reads of Daniel and his com-
panions, who chose God’s way over the other, that
they were “more beautiful and better.” The late
Fulton J. Sheen claimed that nuns have the most
beautiful complexion found anywhere. The Mon-
signor, perhaps America’s leading 20th century
spokesman for Catholicism, may have been biased;
his view is not being mentioned here to endorse
monasticism, but there undeniably is a tremendous
difference between the looks of these dedicated
women and those who sell their bodies on the
streets!

It is common knowledge what fear, grief, hatred,
etc., do to men’s and women’s faces. Shouldn’t
love, joy, peace effect an imprint too? Opposite
causes have opposite results! “How beautiful are
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace,
and bring glad tidings of good things?” (Romans
10:15) Since the God-centered life adds beauty to
the feet, so to speak, why not also to other parts
of the body? Besides, all Nature proclaims that the
Creator revels in beauty; would not therefore those
who truly live in Him be partakers of the same?
And the genuine article, which transcends the
contrived—endowed with a timeless quality no
chemist or cosmetician can produce or prescribe!
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Serving Up
Salmonella
For Dinner

n an article by that title, U.S. News & World

Report (March 9, 1987) recently revealed that
“almost four in ten chickens in supermarket coolers
are contaminated with the bug” and that other
meats are infected as well. Too, between 1945 and
1985, the annual rate of reported food poisoning
caused by this microbe jumped from 649 to
56,657, yet “health officials think the real total was
10 to 100 times higher.” But then, surprisingly, the
article tried to reassure readers: “Recent reports
notwithstanding, it’s not as bad as it sounds....
Thorough cooking easily kills the bug.”

No scientific proof was offered for the last
sentence. Quite understandably. For another news
weekly, The Economist (March 14, 1987) at least
equally authoritative, a few days later discussing
the identical situation, stated: “Cooking meat is no
certain safeguard.... Thousands of new drugs and
feed supplements are to be found down on the
farm. And nobody, not even the Department of
Agriculture, according to a report from a subcom-
mittee of the House of Representatives, can say
which of them, once introduced into a human
body, will be harmful.... Officials have looked the
other way when drugs have been used on animals
for which they were not intended. This can be
dangerous.”

What are the meat producers doing about this?
According to the same article, because “they would
face ruin if they were compelled to go without their
bulging drug cupboards,” they have organized the
“Nutritional Effects Foundation,” which would
“promote the production of lean meat from cattle
reared with a minimum of drugs and chemicals.”
A “minimum” was not defined; neither was
evidence offered that this would be safe.

One health writer, Owen S. Parrett, M.D., at
least has called attention to the simultaneous rise
of the cancer rate in humans and the animals they
consume, in his book Diseases of Food Animals.
Wondering if there might be a connection, he very
candidly concluded, “The possibility can at least

be suspected, and is equally as hard to disprove
as it is to prove.” But that was before a University
study of “statistical mortality rates from various
diseases” which showed a much lower cancer rate
among vegetarians than meateaters, appeared in
Signs of the Times in April 1987.

Our society annually spends hundreds of billions
of dollars on national defense, police, environmen-
tal protection, health care, etc., to augment the
quantity and quality of life. Yet at daily mealtime,
it nonchalantly flirts with death. The logic of this
completely escapes our comprehension!

Drugs, Deficits
Debts of Destiny?

D rugs are preferred over grandchildren by 4
to 1, according to the advertising agency
D’Archy Masius Benton & Bowles, which “sampled
the opinions of 752 males and 798 females from
all across the country,” and found their use a
greater “source of pleasure or satisfaction to the
average American” than grandchildren. (The New
Republic, March 23, 1987, p. 14.) There is no
reason to doubt the accuracy of these findings.
Drugs are known to be mind-altering; naturally,
they would influence one’s value system.

It is tempting to speculate as to the results of such
a survey if children were compared to drugs. But
would not the outcome be obvious? Children are
more troublesome, time-consuming, expensive; in
a poll comparing them with drugs, they just could
fare even worse! After all, might not the recent rise
in child abuse be drug-related? Or many of the
6,000 teen suicides a year? (Christianity Today,
March 20, 1987, p. 19) Drugs surely are assaulting
the home, and thereby all society. A current ex-
ample is Colombia, which has been pushed by
drugs to “the edge of anarchy,” according to Na-
tional Public Radio’s “All Things Considered,”
Broadcast on March 14, 1987.

China provides a lesson. Its ancient monarchy
had for more than two millenniums rested on Con-
fucianism, based on the primacy of the home. That
was its source of strength. The Chinese are a
Cancer (the home-loving sign) nation, but the pres-
ent regime, set up in 1949, is of the nature of the
Scales: note its chronic, Libra-like ambivalence be-
tween old ways and new, leaning toward the U.S.
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