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Here at the end and more than ever I am
awed by the most amazing of all pieces of
sheer magic, the one which reproduces and
repeats itself but always with a slight
change - that something we call life. The
name of this change is the word evolution.
Even God is a part of the perpetual move-
ment, one of the reasons for God's interest
in and understanding of us. Death also is
a change merely. We have always been here,
though not on this planet called Earth, and
we shall always be somewhere, forever a
part of the Spirit of God.

Harry M. Hyatt
January, 1978
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INTRODUCTION

The text of HOODOO-CONJURATION-WITCHCRAFT-ROOTWORK is completed by the present
Volume Five. Progress on Volume Six, the Index - a vast undertaking in itself -
will be described at the end of the present Introduction. Introductions normally
come at the beginning of a work, whether a single volume or a series of volumes,
but the need to finish the massive HOODOO work at all cost led me to put off
writing the Introduction to the beginning of the final volume. The benefits of
this plan are many, of course, not the least of which is the perspective I gained
by working through all of the field material, and setting it down in final form.
These reflections have proved invaluable to me in assessing what I was trying to
do in an enterprise that claimed my attention - with interruptions - over a per-
iod of many years. If the reader is unfamiliar with the preceding volumes, he
should read the opening bracket-paragraph on page 3779, which identifies the two
speakers appearing everywhere - author and an informant being interviewed. Only
in the Florida fieldwork of 1970, pages 4492-4754, are there three or more
speakers. All this means that Volume Five, like the previous four volumes, is
a collection of conversations depsite many separate short statements from broken-
up interviews.

For the bulk of the remainder of this Introduction, I should like to discuss
some aspects of hoodoo fieldwork which are not sufficiently conveyed to the
reader who has access only to the transcribed interviews and to my comments which
comprise the major part of the text of HOODOO. Specifically, I am referring to
the people-to-people experience - strange encounters, even - which occurred nat-
urally during my several years of hoodoo fieldwork. What were my informants
like? That is what were - and are - my perceptions of them as people and as
amateur or professional "workers?" How did they react to me? How did I select
what to ask them and what to record? What kinds of problems did I encounter in
the field, and how did I attempt to deal with them? These and similar questions
are important.

Before I began recording hoodoo beliefs and practices, I did have several
experiences which, I think, helped me to formulate an approach to hoodoo col-
lecting. I began with family history and genealogy when I was quite young,
tracking down family stories, etc. Later, as an ordained Episcopal clergyman, I
did church work in the slums of several cities. And then I set out to record
popular beliefs and superstitions in Adams County, Illinois. I believe that
these three different experiences all helped me to understand how to deal with
real people in actual face-to-face situations. This understanding was to prove
invaluable in my hoodoo fieldwork. But I would like to make it very clear that
I did not begin with preconceived theories. Rather, I let my informants tell
what they knew, believed and practiced. I merely asked the questions. It prob-
ably would be fair to say that I was a self-taught fieldworker, perhaps much as
Vance Randolph and others of our generation were. In fieldwork, one must make
his own way the best that he can - the proverbial phrase that "experience is the
best teacher" is very apropos.

In the beginning, I took down everything from my interviews, including sto-
ries, popular beliefs and common superstitions. As I gained experience in the
field, however, I began to be more selective. After all, my specific interest
was in witchcraft and magic, and this is what I focused on in my selection of
informants, in the questions I asked them, and in my decisions to stop or start
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the recording machine. To have recorded everything from over 1600 informants
would have been a monumental - if not impossible - task.

Also, as I gained experience, I was able to distinguish between the genuine,
good informants and the fakes. I have concluded that the main difference between
these two types is that the outstanding doctors could make up a ritual to fit a
novel situation - and the rite would be logical in relation to the system within
which it was working. The improvised rites of the fake sounded just like lies,
for they were out of harmony with the underlying theory of hoodoo. But the best
doctors were laws unto themselves; if it was expedient, they could defy magical
tradition: they could generate the confidence that it was they who controlled
the spirits, and not the other way around. If, for example, an excellent worker
said that a spirit could cross over running water under certain circumstances,
then one was compelled to believe him, even though the hoodoo system denies to
spirits the ability to cross running water.

The better doctors also were able to incorporate new concepts and technologi-
cal innovations into their repertoires and still retain the aura of traditional
hoodoo. The key notions here are faith and confidence: I cannot overemphasize
the importance of the ability of a doctor to gain the belief of his clients.
Thus, a doctor was also an actor, a performer who dramatized his powers - quite
often by the use of dramatic entrances, sleight-of-hand and other confidence-
gaining tricks, such as flowers which wilt before one's eyes or snakes that seem
to appear from nowhere. He - the good doctor - was a mysterious, elusive figure,
and gave the impression that he had more clients than he was able to handle. He
was a super salesman exuding a confidence which was contagious.

Since each doctor was unique - and the better ones were quite creative and
sensitive to the needs of their clientele - then hoodoo is understandably a very
amorphous phenomenon. It is very difficult to pinpoint absolute beliefs and
techniques; hoodoo was - and is - constantly changing. Many other pursuits are
found in association with hoodoo work: magicians, patent medicine salesmen, for-
tunetellers, healers, numerologists, and spiritualists in addition to rootworkers.
This amorphous conglomeration that forms hoodoo work also has connections with
other wnderworld activities, such as bootlegging, gambling and prostitution as
connections to various religious sects, including Protestantism and Catholicism.
It is no wonder that we find such great variation in the hoodoo realm.

In spite of the many variations in hoodoo practice, there are some general
patterns that one can isolate and discuss. Perhaps the most obvious pattern is
regional clustering. The reader who cares to note rituals according to their
place of collection, (a task which will be facilitated greatly by the forthcoming
index), will see that in the New Orleans area (which includes Algiers and Mobile),
the Catholic religion has had a considerable influence on hoodoo belief and prac-
tice. For example, candles (or lights as they are generally called) are impor-
tant, as are shrines and altars, and holy water. Likewise, there are specific
hoodoo saints who, unlike their orthodox counterparts, are earthy and immediately
relevant to their social and cultural context - true folk saints. St. Rita works
only for women because her husband used to beat her up habitually, and her lover
shot her son through the door because he interrupted their love-making (see Vol.
I, pp.880ff.). And certainly St. Black Hawk does not color the pages of official
religious literature. One informant from New Orleans says, 'You don't fool with
none of those good saints. But Black Hawk or some of those bad saints, you burn
black candles. Black Hawk is supposed to be one of the old evil saints" (Vol. I,
p.863).

Other regional zones are identifiable, even in somewhat less apparent than
the New Orleans-Mobile area. The East Coast from Maryland to Georgia seems to
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form one such region, where the terms witcheraft and rootwork predominate. In
the Mississippi region from Memphis to Vicksburg (and including Little Rock),
the term toby is used instead of hand. Florida seems to be a special case, not
fitting into any other zone, probably because of a great amount of intermingling
from other areas of the South and East and even showing some influence from West
Indian tradition. I also have the distinct impression that the Mississippi
River people are very different from the Coastal people who, in turn, are unlike
the swamp people. Certainly these impressions are just that - impressionistic;
but these patterns seem fruitful for further inquiry. Again, however, I need to
emphasize that each informant was a unique person capable of generating his or
her own variants and versions of hoodoo rituals. The picture is not simplified
by knowing that many, many informants periodically worked in Northern cities

and returned home again after earning enough cash to last awhile. If the picture
I am presenting seems complex, then I probably am coming close to the way I see
my hoodoo experiences. Folklore, history (including oral and personal history),
psychology, and social-cultural studies must all be part of developing an under-
standing of hoodoo.

Whether known as highmen, two-headers, root doctors, cunjures (a term which
seemed to be passing out of vogue during the 1930's), witches (probably among
the oldest terms) or fortunetellers, most practitioners were generalists rather
than specialists: they would handle, or at least attempt to handle, whatever
problems clients appeared to have. I found most of my informants to be funda-
mentally decent, hard-working and able. Many were lonely and needed human con-
tact - some interested person who could listen and understand. Most needed mon-
ey, and many came to me seeking employment. Unfortunately, I had no jobs for
them, but I did pay them for their information, the amount depending upon the
length of the interview and the value I perceived in their information. I made
it a point not to interview those who obviously were intoxicated and those who
obviously were not genuine workers. Even so, there were times (at New Orleans,
for example) when informants actually lined up outside the rented room to wait
for an interview.

For a collector, lines of informants waiting to be interviewed might seem
like an ideal situation, but it did have its drawbacks. Most importantly, lines
of people outside a hotel attract attention. I did not want or need attention
of that sort. The reader may recall that in Memphis (the first time) I was
raided by the police and, for all practical purposes, run out of town. From
that experience I learned to check in with the authorities of any city with
written letters of reference and credentials. In New Orleans, a newspaper man
came by asking questions; he wanted to know if I was dealing in drugs. Fortu-
nately, I convinced him I was not dealing in drugs and that there was no story
to be had.

In short, whenever and wherever people needed money, I found an abundance of
good informants. Knowledge of my presence would spread by word-of-mouth. This,
in turn, brought more good informants ( as well as many not-so-good ones). In
order to help myself evaluate the potential worth of informants, I devised a
method of asking questions in a non-random fashion. That is, I had a long list
of questions I wanted to ask, but I never asked the same questions in the same
order. In this way I think I was able to detect those who had been prompted
previously by their already-interviewed acquaintances. Besides, I wanted to
structure my interview to suit each unique individual. Usually, this meant that
I had to play it by ear.

Another problem I had to deal with was the presence of the recording machine.
The problem did not hinge on any reluctance or reticence on the part of inform-
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ants to talk into the microphone, although this was an occasional consideration.
On the contrary, microphone in plain view seemed to bring out the actor in them;
many began to perform as if on stage, thus destroying the more natural context I
wished to preserve. Therefore, I began to keep microphone in my old black hat at
side of machine, a practice for which I have been justly critized. My later
method is given on pages 4493-4754., 1If only cassette had come 35 years sooner!

And how did I answer when informants asked me what I was doing? I merely
stated the truth - that I was writing a book about hoodoo, and I let their im-
aginations fill in the rest. I am sure that most believed I was a hoodoo man
who was writing another how-to-do-it book, such as one of the many variants of
the Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses. 1 did not wear my clericals, and it was
fine with me if they saw me as the mystery man. Certainly, such an identity
matched the situation well: I also found myself pitted against mystery men and
mystery women who did their fair share of acting.

I encountered many other difficulties in my work. To begin with, I was in-
vestigating witchcraft - the black arts. People naturally tend to clam up when
this subject is broached (as Vance Randolph and other experienced fieldworkers
have attested). Often I was taken to be some sort of government man or under-
cover agent, or, on the other side, an underworld spy from some crime organiza-
tion. Actual government men and other authorities suspected that I might be
dealing in some illicit affairs, such as drugs or gambling. Those who where
overlords of crime seemed to believe that I was attempting to get in on their
territory (something very real, I discovered, while in Algiers where my contact
men were actually threatened and where a detective agency had to check every
night to make sure we returned safely). Also, I occasionally had to deal with
apparent stool pigeons or undercover agents for the police who posed as inform-
ants in order to monitor my activities. The fact that I lost perhaps one com-
plete volume of material due to faulty recording seems minor in comparison to
the constant suspicion from all sides. In retrospect, I was in much more danger
that I ever realized at the time. Perhaps God does, indeed protect the ignorant
and the innocent.

I found that I could decrease some of the hazards by employing a contact man,
an intermediary who knew the area wherein I was working and also knew the local
people - if not personally, then at least in terms of the general character and
composition of the local populace. It was the job of the contact man (who often
was a taxi driver) to locate and informally interview those whom he felt might
make good informants; simultaneously, he acted to screen out those whom he be-
lieved to be rough characters - remember that I was working (the first time
around) during the Great Depression in the inner cities (though they were not
called that then). Many unfortunate people, especially blacks, were in dire
need of money in order to survive. A white man who appeared to have a great
deal of money and who was alone in a rented downtown black hotel or home would
be an easy target for those who needed quick money and cared little about how it
was obtained. So the role of the contact man was twofold: He could determine
who might be of value to my work on hoodoo, and he also could size up potential
informants in terms of their character and the possibility of any threat to my
safety.

During my most recent fieldwork in Florida, Mr. Clarence Cubby filled the
role of contact man. I should like to include a brief interview I had with Mr.
Cubby, for it contains his perceptions of the people with whom we dealt as in-
formants and some of the problems we encountered. I hope that this view from a
perspective other than mine will help present a more balanced picture of my hoo-
doo fieldwork.



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - v

HYATT Tuesday, isn't it? I'm sorry, it's the 7th [of July] Monday 1970. St.
Petersburg, Florida. I'm at the home of Mr. Clarence Cubby and we are just sit-
ting here talking over the situation. There's been quite a rain this morning and
the sewers are so bad that the streets have become clogged up with water. What
do you think of the situation Mr. Cubby, as we look at it at the moment? What
do you think of the work? 1Is it discouraging? 1Is it easy? What is your idea?
Is there any way we can improve it?

CUBBY I think it is pretty difficult because of the people themselves.

HYATT What about the people themselves?

CUBBY Well they have a tendancy to...uh, I don' think they understan' exactly
what you're wantin' from them. They have a tendancy to tell you somethin' good
from the beginnin' but once they get into it, yo' know, it turns out to be noth-
in'. An' then it's pretty hard gettin' to them because we're going to the people
an' it's hard to catch them at times. [Years before during the Great Depression
people had come to me.] An' then again when we do catch them they are pretty
well intoxicated or somethin'. That's what the majority seems to have been.

HYATT This intoxication, do you think it's because of the men who are help-
ing us or have helped us, that they are inclined to be a little bit on the liquor
side? Most of the people they round up are that way. [See what Prophet Warkiee
Sarheed says about my two assistants Herman and Charles, p.4639, lines 17-27.]

CUBBY This has been my opinion and this has been my thought for awhile that
this was the type of people they seem to contact. I guess they were more their
frien's or somethin'. They turn out to be alcoholics or somethin'.

HYATT I see.

CUBBY I felt some of them was usin' alcohol, you know, as a stimulant to in-
duce them to really talk about the things they had to talk about.

HYATT I see. That last fellow we talked to, he was so full of alcohol he
couldn't get his story pieced together at all. He may have known something but
he couldn't put it together. He was talking about that white man [doector] up
near Thomasville [in Georgia] you know.

CUBBY Yes.

HYATT Well, I've had this trouble before. I think we'll have to start the
new way. We started out right but I think we let Charles guide up off the begin-
ning. As a rule you don't go right after root doctors. In the first place they
are afraid even to start with. I think what we'll have to do is no more assist-
ants at all. And we'll have to go from house to house and in a territory where
we're not known, because in a territory where we are known we have spent a con-
siderable amount of money for material that was not - outside of 1 or 2 people -
was not very good. I think what we'll have to do is begin the other way. Go
back to the other way of stopping along the road like that woman over at...

CUBBY Palmetto [See Mrs. Johnson's interview pp.4504-4513]...

The fieldwork situation just described was not quite that bad, as you can
see by the material finally collected, pages 4492-4751. Let me now offer the
more optimistic statements by Mr. Cubby five days earlier, undated but made late
afternoon the day (July 2, 1970) we interviewed Healer Mrs. Brooker in the morn-
ing (pages 4683-4688), and the White School Teacher that afternoon (pages 4588-
4611):

HYATT 1 see.
CUBBY It's something of this sort.
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HYATT Do you think we're getting under the surface a little bit? I mean
trying to see within?

CUBBY Yes, I think we are now, finely [finally]. I think the first week,
week and a half it was a little rough goin', because people were leery [wary].
They didn't understan'. And then not only did they not understan', in a sense
I didn' really understan', because I couldn' explain to them fully what I was
sayin'. I know what I wanted to say or what I was tryin' to say, but I couldn’
find the words to explain to them exac'ly what was goin' on. But now I think I
have an enlightened view and I could very much explain to them what yo're really
after. And that's why the work now seems more interestin' than it did the first
week because now I have an understandin' of it. I've got an opportunity to look
through the books [Volumes 1 and 2] and I think it's uh very superb book. I
think there's nothin' that can top it now. I haven't seen anything that can.
I've seen quite a few books on folklore and things of this sort, but this one is
really superb.

HYATT Uh huh. Would you say that this work [the collecting] as a whole is
difficult? 1In your experience?

CUBBY To a certain extent,

HYATT How is it difficult?

CUBBY Well, the first thing, when yo' mention rootowrk or withcraf', people
have a tendency to draw in[to] a shell or somethin'. They begin to, to get on a
defense. They, they're puttin' up barriers there before yo', because they have
to search yo' out.

HYATT Uh huh.

CUBBY 1It's jus' like yo' would go into battle against an unknown enemy [Mr.
Cubby was a paratrooper in Viet Nam] or somethin'. That yo're gon'a put every
defense up until yo' fin' out that his is not re'lly your enemy. That, uh, it's
worthwhile to mankind.

HYATT Uh huh.

CUBBY And the mos' common difficulty that I've foun' is the lack of communi-
cation...

HYATT Uh huh.

CUBBY ...because mos' of the people that - aren't quite as illiterate as
people were I imagine years ago, but they're still illiterate to a sense that
uh, they don't quite comprehend ev'rythin' yo', yo' tryin' to get over to them.
And they have a tendency, uh, takin' what yo're sayin' an' twistin' it roun'
the other way, if yo' jis' happen to use the wrong word once.

HYATT Uh huh.

CUBBY Then they will change the whole meanin' of what yo're tryin' to say.
And this is the bigges' difficulty that I've found.

HYATT I see.

CUBBY Yo' know in tryin' to talk to people.

HYATT Do you find it difficult to get near the professionals - operators?

CUBBY Well, yes.

HYATT Why would you think there is, it's so difficult? Even when they adver-
tise they do this type of work. Why would they be so difficult? Why would they
be so shy about talking about it?

CUBBY I think the firs' thing that happens or comes to their min' is that,
uh, when yo' start to seekin' to get info'mation about one's profession, uh, when
it's re'lly nothin' illegal about it but it's, it's illegal in a sense to them
and to others too. They feel that yo', uh, somehow connected with the police or
somethin' of this sort. And it makes it pretty difficult for them to - for yo'
to get to them.
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HYATT NOW WAIT A MINUTE UNTIL THIS TRUCK GOES BY. THERE'S A PERPETUAL NOISE
IN THIS PLACE. IT'S ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO RECORD. ALL RIGHT, GO RIGHT AHEAD.

CUBBY I was gonna bring - bring to min' an incident that I had recently with,
uh...

HYATT THAT NOISE RIGHT OVER THERE. IT'S TERRIBLE THIS NOISE. ALL RIGHT, GO,
GO AHEAD.

CUBBY The incident I had with Doctor Walker? [Page 4688.]

HYATT Uh huh.

CUBBY Now he searches us out completely. The, I think, the main thing was
this that he was leery because never in his life before has anyone tried to
interview him about his work.

HYATT Uh huh.

CUBBY And I think that he was a little skeptical because he figured that
someone was about to crack down on him or somethin'.

HYATT Uh huh.

CUBBY Because these guys, I think that, uh deal in roots an' things, they,
they're doin' somethin' else that's illegal. And, uh...

HYATT They're doing something besides rootwork you think?

CUBBY That's true. I think they are.

HYATT Uh huh.

CUBBY And, uh, they are afraid that, yo' know, someone has gotten wind of it.
Or someone has...

HYATT Uh huh.

CUBBY ...heard about what they are doin' and this is an investigation or
somethin' to try to get somethin' to pin on them.

HYATT I see.

CUBBY Because he, he seemed quite evasive. Yet he would always, he would
always say he would meet me at a certain time.

HYATT WAIT A MINUTE. [NOISE.]

CUBBY Or say that he would meet me at a certain time or a certain place and,
then when I would arrive there, there would be three or four people yo' would
have to go through. Yo' never did get to the real man. If we did, I don't know.
Because I don't know what he looked like. I had never seen him before. It is a
possibility I could have been talkin' to him an' didn't know I was talkin' to him.

HYATT I see.

CUBBY So that's one of the major difficulties that yo', that I, that I've run
into in the pas' coupla weeks.

HYATT Now what about the cassette you started to work on? What about the
work?

CUBBY About the work? 1It's been a very challengin' experience. It was some-
thing that I have dreamed of a long time as a kid. I mean it's, it's a dream
re'lly comin' true. Yo', yo' always dream probably of uh...

HYATT Just a moment. [Traffic noise.] All right.

CUBBY Of havin' an experience wherein yo' get to learn more about other
people. But being borned and reared in the ghettos, yo' don't often get this
opportunity. And at firs' it was more than a challenge. It was somethin' that
I thought would not develop into anything because the work itself it seemed to
be uh, a challenge as I forestated and it...

HYATT Wait a minute [traffic noise again]. All right.

CUBBY It seemed to drag along at times but now it's startin' to pick up and
I've been able to get a better insight into the work. An' the deeper an' deeper
yo' get the more interestin' the work gets. And, uh, it's leavin' quite an im-
pression on me. It's somethin' that I never will forget as long as I live. And
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it brings an interest in my min' now to all the superstitions, yo' know. And be-
liefs in things which I, at one time, never paid any attention to. I would hear
them and they would just go unthought of. But now it's, it's more of like coming
out of the dark into the light yo' know.

When I returned to hoodoo fieldwork after a hiatus of over thirty years, I
found that not only had hoodoo itself changed, but that I also had changed. 1In
many ways, my more recent fieldwork was more difficult: The Great Depression was
over, so the grinding need for money did not send a host of informants to my
door. My search had to be more intense. Even when I found good prospects, they
were not always eager to be interviewed. Why should they be? Most were suc-
cessful in their businesses; they did not need me. Also, for many of those I
encountered, hoodoo was only a sideline to some other, more legally acceptable,
profession, such as fortunetelling, palm reading or healing. Again, such per-
sons were less than eager to discuss their work with witchcraft. And, of course,
as you have seen from the interview above, some informants were involved in ac-
tivities which were not legal - another reason to avoid bein interviewed.

Fortunately, I found that preparing the manuscripts for the publication of
HOODOO helped me with my fieldwork in 1970. The second time around, I was much
more interested in the individual as a total personality; I was less interested
in collecting a mass of separate rites. Thus, the changing conditions and my
own personal changes formed a happy coincidence: There were fewer workers to be
interviewed, but I could interview the few in much more depth and detail than I
had previously. I am sure the reader will note the difference between material
in the second part of Volume five and the material in previous volumes. Of
course, the cassette recorder is superior to - being more reliable and portable,
especially - the old devices I had to use the first time in the field. This
time I have made a point of retaining all of the original recorded material.
(Sometimes, experience is the only teacher.)

Discussion of recording devices leads to the problem of transcribing the
interviews found in these volumes. First, the quality of recording has varied
greatly. For the first recordings, many variables interacted to create some
rather poor sound reproductions. Fluctuating temperatures, for example, often
caused the Edison machine alternately to speed up and slow down. Add to this
the differences in voice quality and outside noise of all kinds (note in the
interview above), and you begin to understand that, even if the machine were
working perfectly, many passages were most difficult to understand, much less
transcribe accurately. Also, one must have experience in transcribing in order
to do the best job. Thus, the later transcriptions are more accurate than the
earlier ones. At all times, we attempted to render the speech just as we heard
it, without idealizing what was being spoken and how it was being spoken. That
is why the reader will find de in place of the or do' instead of door and so on.
But neither I nor my transcriber were trained descriptive linguists or dialec-
ticians, and therefore I have doubts as to the potential value of the transcrip-
tions to scholars interested in speech variation - though, certainly, studies
of lexicon seem feasible.

One question has been asked of me several times: Do I believe in hoodoo?

My answer is a qualified no. I do not subscribe to the theory that underlies

and explains how hoodoo works (see below), but I do recognize that hoodoo can be
efficacious for some problems. These, I believe, are without exception problems
of a psychological or psychosomatic nature: The ailments that faith, belief, and
confidence can help to overcome. In many ways, the hoodoo man was a prescursor
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to the modern psychologist or psychiatrist. People purged themselves merely by
telling someone else about their problems, and then having the faith that that
person would be able to help them solve their problems. Quarrels in the family,
oot being able to hold a lover or a job, and sexual impotence are a few of the
many examples of common complaints for which one might seek the help of a two-
header. My caveat is that seeking help from healers can be as dangerous as
self-treatment. In my opinion, not consulting a medical doctor about cancer is
sure suicide. As for fortunetellers and palm readers - I have no belief whatso-
ever in their powers.

The major underlying concept which runs throughout hoodoo is the dual division
of the world of causes: There is a physical cause and existence for every object
and action, but there also is a spiritual counterpart. To deal only with the
physical reality is to miss half of the treatment. For example, a man working
on a grinding machine receives a steel splinter in his eye and goes to a medical
doctor for treatment; the splinter itself is removed but the eye still seems ir-
ritated. The reason for the continued malady is that a medical doctor deals
only with the physical cause (in this case the splinter) without attending to
the spirit still residing in the eye. A root doctor or cunjure or two-header
must deal with the spiritual reality. Only when the lingering spirits are exor-
cised can a person be healed completely. Of course, the shadowy world of spirits
is used extensively to cause as well as cure numerous conditions, such as attrac-
tion, banishment good luck and success, or any of many physical harms. A relat-
ed idea is that thoughts and words have power to influence the spirits of things,
hence one must talk to the spirits. On the surface, it may appear that one is
speaking to a dumb creature, such as an ant, or to an inanimate object, such as
a piece of lodestone, but such a conclusion ignores the spiritual dimension in-
herent in all things.

The theories and techniques of root work and conjuration are quite often pas-
sed from one generation to the next within certain families. Doctor Lindsay
(Vol.II, pp.933A), for example, learned from his mother who, he asserted, '"could
tell you more than you want to know.'" Doctor Walker (Vol. V, pp.4688ff.) learned
root work from his grandmother, who was regarded by neighbors as a witch. It is
apparent that there is no sexual preference for would-be doctors - both men and
women teach and learn from one another. Frequently, certain signs are said to
accompany the gift or power: A doctor is supposed to exhibit red eyes or some
special mark on the forehead which, conveniently, only another gifted individual
can see.

As for academic theories concerning hoodoo and related practices: I leave that
for the scholars who use these volumes. I do, however, have some opinions about
the relationship between theory and fieldwork. Most strongly, I believe that
theories without a solid foundation of fieldwork are not of lasting value. For
this reason (among other good ones), I feel that folklorists need to get out in
the field among people, at least periodically. Truth (however you define it) is
not the private preserve of libraries and academic institutions.

To those names of persons previously mentioned in these volumes for active
interest in or contributions of good will towards the publication of HOODOO, I
must add a few more. Any serious omission or later assistance can be corrected
in volume 6. Michael Edward Bell has visited me several times and tape recorded
our conversations. His good penetrating questions forced me to think about -
then to speak about - most of what is included in the present introduction.
Recently I have not been well and without Mr. Bell's tapes - even well-chosen
words in many instances - I could not have completed this introduction. Also to
be thanked is C.H. Tillhagen, Dr. Ph., Director of the Nordiska museet in
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Stockholm, Sweden, for a letter at a time when I needed the encouragement of his
wide fieldwork experience and practical wisdom. Similiarly include thanks for
L. F. Snow, Ph.D., she of Michigan State University, and Henry Louis Gates of
Afro-American Studies, Yale University, who came to Quincy, Illinois to interview
me. This was quite an event for HOODOO and me, the visit of an interesting young
black intellectual from Yale and the University of Cambridge!

Ann (Mrs. Alfred F.) Pogge has typed the final manuscript of all five volumes,
a difficult work for which I am grateful to her. Also add my gratitude to Mrs.
Harry Dyel for typing double spaced much of the preliminary hoodoo material.
With them must be named Mrs. Pogge's daughter Mariann, who did some special in-
dexing for me.

OQutside the hoodoo field, yet within Afro-American studies, I must mention my
niece Mrs. Frances F. Leventis and her sons John F. Leventis and the Rev. Harry
Hyatt Leventis, the latter an Episcopalian clergyman like myself; these for work
on family history through the years which included documents concerning slaves
formerly owned by our families in Virginia, Kentucky and Missouri. Similar
thanks must also be extended to my second cousins Mrs. Wana (Schrader) Clay Olson
and Mrs. (Nelle Miller) Glen Gundy, who recently sent in their reminiscences of
Frank Henderson, one of our family slaves I first met in 1915 across the river
from Adams County, Illinois in Lewis County, Missouri. It was from Frank that I
learned, in Northeast Missouri at least, slaves were buried in a section of the
family graveyard. Having underestimated the size of volume five all this latter
material will be published later. Please remember, my interest in Afro-American
studies did not begin with HOODOO, but in childhood with slave stories told by
my mother, born 1855 in preceding Lewis County, and her father James Martin
Miller born 1828 in Millersburg, Bourbon County, Kentucky. Three of these stor-
ies have already been published: "The Strange Cock" in The Millers of Millers-
burg, Kentucky, Vienna 1929, 200 pp., p.l7, and "0ld White Goat'" and 'Bear
Tracks," in Descendants of John Walton of Baltimore County Maryland and Harrison
County Kentucky, New York, 1950, pp.76, pp.l4-15.

The arduous task of completing the index for HOODOO now is being funded by a
grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. Professor Wayland D. Hand
of UCLA has guided the indexing project since the very beginning, donating time,
effort, and even personal funds to see that a full and complete index of HOODOO
would become a reality. Without his continuous interest and support, the NEH
grant - and thus the index - would not have been possible. Frances Talley of
UCLA has completed the work on the first volume, and Michael Edward Bell, for-
merly of UCLA and now at Indiana University, has completed extracting for the
second and third volumes and is just beginning the fourth volume. The index
will be published in late 1979 by G.K. Hall of Boston as part of Yale Univer-
sity's Afro-American Reference Series, under the general editorship of Charles
T. Davis. For their efforts in behalf of the index for HOODOO, all of these
individuals and the National Endowment for the Humanities have my deepest grati-
tude and appreciation.

HARRY MIDDLETON HYATT

Candlemas Day 1978
Quincy, Illinois



ADDITIONAL RITES AND BELIEFS

THIS DIVISION TITLE FROM VOLUME FOUR
CONTINUES WITH ITS NUMBERED SECTIONS

[These five volumes of HOODOO - CONJURATION - WITCHCRAFT - ROOTWORK, often
abbreviated HOODOO when quoted, are one ''vast quotation from my interviews with
hundreds of informants" in every southern state of the United States of America
except Texas. Let me explain '"vast quotation.'" Omitting explanatory notes with-
in the brackets, every word of the text is spoken by the author or the person in-
terviewed. '"To identify the two speakers - all parentheses and brackets enclose
my words; the first indicating question or comment during actual interview, the
second denoting subsequent editorial matter. Everything else belongs to the in-
formants." Within the preceding quotation marks I am quoting myself (H0OODOO,
v.1l, p.1l, par.2). Division ADDITIONAL RITES AND BELIEFS will now continue with
the beginning of its fourth section - SALT.]

4, SALT

ALONE AND IN COMBINATIONS

[To call this section SALT is almost an imposition upon the reader and an
affront to the word itself which can be found everywhere in these volumes. Such
frequent appearance in HOODOO indicates that salt occurs more often in combina-
tions with other substances than it does alone. The material within this section
will be separated into the following subsections: (1) SALT ALONE, (2) SALT AND
RED PEPPER TOGETHER, (3) SALT AND RED PEPPER WITH OTHER INGREDIENTS, and (4) SALT
AND OTHER INGREDIENTS WITHOUT RED PEPPER. Some sort of order within these sub-
sections will also be attempted.]

(1) SALT ALONE

9441, Whut chew do, if dey wanted yo' tuh move outa heah [the room in which
speaker and I are sitting]. Well dey jis' git behin' yo' when dey came in yore
room where yo're at. Dey may shake han's wit choo, see. An' den dey will jis'

git dem a han'fulla salt - it's reason-
BREHIND DEPARTING PERSON - SALT THROWN able, too - jis' git dem a han'fulla

salt, an' jis' as yo' walk dey would put
dis salt in yuh back, right at chure feet jis' as yo' go out. Undahstan', jis'
as yo' go out, dey will put dat salt right tuh yuh feet, an' it'll move yuh.
[Informant and I are talking in my interviewing room at the Memphis downtown
botel for black people, the Eureka Hotel. Some days later I was thrown out of
that very room, not by salt, but by the police! See vol.l, INTRO., p.XXXIV,
lipne 10f.] [Memphis, Tenn., (936), 1514:5.]

9442. Well, anybody comin' tuh yuh house an' yo' git tired of 'em comin' tuh
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yuh house, yo' jis' follah dem tuh de do' as dey goin', an' have some salt in yuh
han' an' throw it on 'em. Dey won't come back. [Jacksonville, Fla., (559),
695:5.]

9443, Aftah dey [visitor] would leave, dey turn dere backs, an' dey would bid
'em goodbye, jes' grab a han'ful of salt an' throw behin' dem. Guarantee dey are
gone tuh stay. [New Orleans, La., (1560), 2856:8.]

9444, Jes' lak anybody comin' tuh mah house. All right, ah'm tired of 'em
comin' dere. Ah figah [figure] dey don' do me no good or nuthin. When dey go
tuh leave, ah throw salt at 'em. [Savannah, Ga., (1252), 2126:7.]

9445. Ah hear'd a ole lady say it wus a true sign, if someone would come
tuh yuh house an' yo' wanted tuh make 'em stay away an' didn't wan'a insult 'em
any way. Yo' could jis' take a handfulla salt, if dey pass - if dey leave yuh
house wit dere back turned, an' chunk a han'fulla salt at 'em. Say, yo' nevah
would have no trouble dataway any mo', cuz ah've hear'd a lady say she did dat.
[Vicksburg, Miss., (716), 986:7.]

9446. Ah've hear'd dat if a person come tuh yuh home an' yo' figah [figure]
dat dey are not dere fo' de right purpose, dat aftah dey leave out, chew kin
take a han'ful of salt an' throw out behin' dem. An' dey won't come dere agin
i1f dey have anythin' of 'em lak witcheraft. [Waycross, Ga., (1061), 1720:5.]

9447. Dey say if yo' don' want a man an' if a man come out chure house - ah
don' know what dey [do but] ah know yo' kin keep 'em from yo' house. Yo' kin

take jis' as he come out dere
BEHIND DEPARTING PERSON - SALT THROWN WITH CURSE house an' jis' take some pot

salt, an' chunk 'em aft' 'em
[after them], [saying], "Yo' son of a bitch, don' come back heah no mo'." An'
he'll nevah come back tuh yuh house no mo'.

(I see, you throw the salt after them.) [Charleston, S. Car., (497), 539:4.]

9448, Yo' would have tuh go...no, yo' kin take table salt. Now, lak dey'll
come lak, say tuhday, an' yo' don' wan' 'em tuh come no mo'. Yo' take yo' a

han'fulla table salt an' when he turn
BEHIND UNWANTED DEPARTING PERSON THROW tuh go away from yo', an' throw dat
EITHER SALT OR EPSOM SALT MIXED IN WATER salt behind 'im an' put it an' say,

"Go, yo' son of a bitch an' don' come
back here no mo'." Dey won' come back, dat salt'll keep 'im away. Or even, yo'
kin put watah an' Epsom salts an' throw dat watah behind 'em. [For throwing
salt behind departing person and shaking your apron, this near Snow Hill, Md.,
see No.1468, p.477, vol.1l.] [New Orleans, La., (855), 1350:2.]

9449, 'Fore yo' go down tuh de bossman, yo' git chew some salt, git chew a
box-a [box of] bran'-new salt. Den yo' take dat salt an' tie it up in a new

piece a yellah homespun, an'

]

BOSSMAN: TIE NEW SALT IN NEW YELLOW HOMESPUN yo' put it in yore pocket.
KEEP IN POCKET - LOOSE SALT SPRINKLE BOSS' TRACKS An' yo' take yo' some loose
SALT CONKAHS - SALT IS A CONKAH THING salt, have it in yore han',
an' yo' sprinkle it all roun'
where yo' - [do] not let chure boss see it - all roun' where yore boss makes

tracks at. Sprinkle it all roun' dere an', see, salt conkahs. Salt is a conkah
thing. Salt conkahs a lotta things yo' know, jes' even cookin' salt. Yo' kin
do a lotta things wit salt. Dat's good. [Savannah, Ga., (1260), 2140:4.]
9450, Take some table salt an'
BOSSMAN: TIE SALT IN WHITE RAG - CARRY - LOOSE yo' wrop it up in a little piece
SALT RUB ON HANDS-HEAD-FACE - SEE BOSS FOR JOB of white rag, an' tie it up an'
tote it in yore pocket. An'
aftah yo' tote it in yore pocket, yo' take a little bit in yore han' an' jes'
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rub it right lak dat [demonstrates]. An' rub it all ovah yore haid an' face an'
all l1lak dat.

(Over your hands?)

Yes sir, an' aftah yo' done rub it all in yore han's, jes' go [to the boss]
an' he'll look out fo' yo'. Prob'ly yo' don' git de job tuhday, prob'ly not
tuhmahrah, but befo' dat week or so out he'll give yo' sompin tuh do. [Savannah,
Ga., (1262), 2144:9.]

9451, If yo' goin' tuh hunt a job an' yo' think yo' not goin' be a success,
yo' always tote yo' a 1li'le salt in yore pocket. Have salt in yore pocket evah

mawnin' when yo' on dat job or
BOSSMAN: CARRY SALT IN POCKET ON JOB OR LOOKING when yo' goin' jes' tuh look
FOR ONE - RUB SALT ON HANDS BEFORE MEETING HIM fo' a job, see. An' jes' 'fore

yo' git tuh yore boss, yo' put
a 1li'le bita dat salt in yore han' an' goes up wit chure han' lak dat [demon-
strates] an' jes' rub. An' go on tuh yore boss. [Brunswick, Ga., (1249),
2123:1.]

9452, Anythin' lak dat yo' wanta do an' jis' be's aroun' dere [the bossman]

an' yo' have dis pot salt in yore han'. An' why? Yo' know, yo' jis' throw it
aroun' an' it's some words yo'
BOSSMAN: SPRINKLE SALT NEAR HIM WITH INCANTATION say an' it'll work: Mah Jjus-
tice comin' from de Lord an'
ah trust 'im tuh regulate all mah affairs. An' it's de words dat yo' kin repeat
in de Bible an' it'll work out all right.

(And this boss will give you a job?)

Yes.

(Are those all the words you say?)

Yes.

(Do you say those words just once?)

No, yo' jis' [do] dat [demonstrates].

(While you are sprinkling that salt around. That's in the Bible, you say?
Those words are in the Bible?)

Yeah, it's in de Bible. [Those italicized words are not in the Bible but the
two ideas expressed are Biblical.] [Jacksonville, Fla., (559), 695:2.]

9453. Ah hear'd if yo's [you is] workin' or eithah want a job, an' somebody
else was workin' dere, dat yo' could take a li'le salt, an' when de boss walkin'

outa de do', an' throw it on 'is
BOSSMAN: THROW SALT ON BACK TO KEEP OR GET JOB coattail, dat yo'd [you would]

) always have a job. [If you
threw salt on the bossman's coat while he was leaving or going out a door, he
would not return (see No.9442 following), but here intention is more powerful
than action. [Richmond, Va., (367), 304:9.]

9454, One of de mos' valuable things, yo' kin take salt an' run evahone out
dat house in ten minutes.

(Just how would you do that?)

Jis' take dat broom an' open de back do' an' de front do', jis' lak yo' open
dis do' heah, an' take de broom an' turn it bottom upwards, an' put a handfulla
salt right in de broom, an' set it wit de broom up an' close de do'. In ten

minutes evahone of 'em git
BROOM - TURN BRUSHY PART UP BEHIND DOOR - SALT IN restless an' leave dere.
HAVING OPENED FRONT AND BACK DOORS - COMPANY GOES Ah run company dat way some-

times, when ah have company
home an' git sick of 'em. Ah jis' git up an' go in de kitchen, an' take de broom
an' set it behin' de do' an' throw salt on top of it, come back dere an' set down.
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In about ten minutes dey all git restless an' leave - dey go an' leave. [Bruns-
wick, Ga., (1240), 2119:2.]

9455. Sprinkle salt on brushy part of broom an' set it [brushy part] up [be-
hind door]. Run 'em outa house. [For an unusual example of this rite, a box of
salt set down into brushy part up, after broom strings cut, see from New Orleans,
No.2426, p.674, v.1.] [Wilmington, N. Car., (212), 118:5+85.]

9456, Hell, ah've saw 'em use broom or knew dey used brooms, fo' instance,
lak if yo' have a party dat visits yuh house an' yo' not interested in dat party.

An' when dey come tuh de house,
BROOM - UPSIDE DOWN IN CORNER OF HOUSE - WHEN yo' take dat broom an' put it
VISITOR LEAVES THROW 3 HANDFULS OF SALT BEHIND wupside down in de cornah of dat

house. When dey leaving outa
de house, throwin' three handfulla salt behin' dem. Dey don' come back.

(I see.) [New Orleans, La., (879), 1449:6.]

9457. When a person come in yore house dat yo' don' wan' 'em in dere, yo'
kin strew down a 1i'le salt, an' take dat broom an' sweep dat salt on out behin'

'em; an' when dey go, yo' kin

shake de broom an' dey'll quit
AFTER VISITOR LEAVES - SWEEP SALT BEHIND HIM comin' roun' dere. [Waycross,
AND SHAKE THE BROOM AND HE WILL NEVER RETURN Ga., (1126), 1832:12.]

9458, Take an' go tuh de sto'
BURNING: NEW BOX OF SALT - EVERY MORNING THROW [store] an' git chew a box of
HANDFUL INTO FIRE - ACT ANGRY - WISH HIM AWAY salt, where [what] yo' put in

bread [not salt for cattle].

An' yo' kin take dat salt an'
evah mawnin' yo' kin take a han'fula it, an' throw it in de fiah an' make a wish.
Wish he'd [he would] nevah come dere no mo'. An' den act lak yo' mad, when yo'
throw it in de fiah, an' he won' come back dere tuh bothah yuh no mo'. [Norfolk,
Va., (490), 525:4,]

9459, 1If you had an enemy call upon you and you did not desire his visit or
attentions, when they are beginning to leave, without letting them know what you

do, sprinkle salt on their
AS ENEMY LEAVES - SPRINKLE SALT ON HIS BACK AND back and sprinkle salt across
ACROSS DOORSILL - AFTER 24 HOURS SWEEP UP AND BURN the doorsill. And let it

remain twenty-four hours,
then sweep it out the door and across the sidewalk, and take it up and burn it
up, and that person will never visit you any more. [Fredericksburg, Va., (cyl-
inder 54), by Ediphone.]

9460, If a woman had a man an' she wanta git rid of him, she would first
start a argument wit him, an' de minute dat he'd begin tuh walk out, de same

as ah'd walk out de do'
BURN: TO GET RID OF MAN - WOMAN STARTS ARGUMENT dere [door of interviewing
AS HE WALKS OUT DOOR - SHE THROWS SALT AFTER HIM room] dat she would take a
SWEEPS - BURNS SALT ON STOVE OR FIREPLACE - CURSES han'fulla salt an' throw it

behin' him, an' throw some
on de stove or in de fy'place [fireplace] - out de do' behin' him, an' if she
got a fiah in de stove, throw some on dat. An' she would use a cuss. Den he
stay away. In othah words dey would sweep yo' track out de do' as yo' go out.

(Would she also sweep after - she would throw this salt after you and throw
it into the fire. And throw it behind you, and she would put some in the fire
and curse. That would make you stay away?)

Yes. [Florence, S. Car., (1286), 2183:3.]

9461. Dey say if a man is away from yo' an' yo' want him tuh come back, yo'
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git a new pack of salt dat has nevah been used out of, an' yo' burn it an' call
his name, fo' him tuh come.
IF MAN LEAVES - SHE BURNS NEW BOX OF SALT - CALLS An' jes' nex' yo' leave outa
HIS NAME - SPRINKLES SALT ALONG PATH HE TOOK yore house, start where he
RETURNS INSIDE - CALLS HIS NAME - BURNS MORE SALT 1left an' sprinkle dis salt,
an' den turn round an' walk
right back in dere, an' call 'is name an' throw some in de fiah. He'll come
back ag'inst his mind. [Florence, S. Car., (1293),2193:11.]
9462. When dey [person moving from house] git ready tuh leave an' done swept
up evahthing, done swept de whole house up, jis' sweep it intuh a - it have tuh
be a chimley. Sweeps it intuh
FIREPLACE - BURN WITH SALT HOUSE SWEEPINGS IN a chimley. An' dey throws a
WHEN MOVING OUT - NEXT RENTER WILL NOT STAY LONG handful of salt in dere, an'
den dey make a "X" in de back
an' dey burns dat papah stuff [0ld papers] up in dere. An' anybody dat moves in
dat house won't stay dere. Dat's de way dey done things.
(Where do they make that "X'"?)
In de back of de chimley, right in de back of de chimley. [For burning salt
in fire, see also No.2271, p.641, v.l; also No.9139, p.3699, v.4.] [Jackson-
ville, Fla., (605), 784:8.]
9463. Throwin' salt on de stove
will cause a quarrel.
TO BURN SALT ON STOVE CAUSES QUARREL IN HOUSE (Where?)
In de house wit de family.
(That is, if I wanted to cause
that quarrel, I would stand in here and burn that salt.)
Yeah. [Brunswick, Ga., (1192), 1948:16.]
9464, Git chew some salt an' put it aroun' yo' do'. Yo' ain't gotta pick
no special mawnin', but jes' lak yo' wan' chore [author's] business good, sprinkle
it roun' yo' do'. An' jes'
BUSINESS - INCREASED BY SALT UNDER DOORSTEPS AND lak dey come in heah inside
ABOUT EDGES OF SALESROOM - DO NOT LET SALT BE SEEN tuh see yore [author's] room
or sompin, put it aroun' in
de edge of de room. Well, yo' goin' git customahs, yo' know, befo' - all de time.
Ah mean, yo' know, jes' lak yo' sellin' likkah. All right, yo' wan'a sprinkle it
[salt] undah yore steps. Yo' don' wa' [want] nobody tuh see it yo' know.
Sprinkle it roun' yuh do' an' den sprinkle it in yuh room.
(That is all you have to do?)
Yes sir. [Quite a number of salt and business rites are also given in Nos.
2583-2615, pp.711-717, v.1l.] [Savannah, Ga., (1252), 2125:11.]
9465. Put some cookin' salt
KITCHEN DOOR - STANDING AT LOOKING OUTSIDE - WALK right in de do', in fron' of
BACKWARDS INSIDE SPRINKLING SALT FOR CUSTOMERS de do' yo' see; an' put some
backwards tuh de kitchen where
dey be walkin' in. An' dey walk in ovah dat salt, he'll have good luck de balance
of dey days.
(Who would do this?)
De man, or anybody wus runnin' de house.
(0f any kind [of business] - selling what?)
Sellin' moonshine or....[Brunswick, Ga., (1233), 2089:12.]
9466. Yo' kin take a box of salt an' jes' t'row it all de way roun' yore
house evah mawnin'. Don't use nuthin fo' dat but jes' t'row it roun' de house
fo' nine mawnin's. An' dat will give yo' luck.
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(Luck for what?)

Luck fo' business, peoples
CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE 9 MORNINGS comin' in an' tradin' wit

THROWING SALT FOR BUSINESS LUCK chew. [Brunswick, Ga.,
(1255), 2082:9.]
9467. An' den, dey says,

CENTER OF BED: SEW UP SALT IN NEW HOMESPUN yo' kin take some table salt
ON THIS BAG EACH DAY FOR 9 DAYS MAKE CROSS MARK an' put it in a piece of new
WHILE TALKING TO SALT - SEW UP SALT BAG IN CENTER homespun. An' yo' kin put -
OF MATTRESS - IF MAN LIES ON BAG FREQUENTLY open up yore mattress an' put

YOU HOLD HIM - A QUINCUNX RITE - MAGIC OF PATTING it right in de centah of yore
mattress. An' sew dat mat-
tress back up on it an' let

'im lay on dat salt bag. Say. An' yo' talk tuh dat salt fo' nine mawnin's an'

tell it whut chew wan' it tuh do. Jis' PAT IT [new-homespun bag containing

salt] an' den make a cross-mahk across it, yo' see. An' dey says he'll always

stick tuh yo' lak dat.

(You just tell that salt anything you want done with that man?)

Wit dat'man. Make a cross-mahk across it.

(You only talk to that salt while you are putting it in there, you don't talk
to it each morning?) :

Yo' talk tuh it each mawnin', yo' make a cross-mahk each mawnin'. [This may
be the only patting rite in HOODOO.] [Savannah, Ga., (1256), 2128:4.]

9468, [CENTER OF A CIRCLE, HERE REPRESENTED BY A PLATE, IS RARE IN HOODOO.
For another example, see No.9683, p.3823. Contrariwise, center or middle of a
square or oblong (bed, house, grave, room, etc.) is fairly common, the center or
fifth point creating a quincunx.]

Yo' kin, if yo' got a mean rent-man dat worries yo' an' yo' can't git along

'im. Yo' kin gits up in de mawnin' an' git yo' a fresh box of salt - cookin'
salt. Teah [tear] it open

CENTER OF PLATE - SPOONFUL OF NEW SALT IN — CARRY an' yo' have a tablespoon-

TO WINDOW WHERE SUNRISE WILL FALL ON IT - AFTER ful, an' yo' put a spoonful

SUNRISE THROW SALT OUT WINDOW - TURN PLATE DOWN in yore right hand. Dat

RITE WILL CHANGE MEAN RENT-MAN INTO PLEASANT ONE plate must be thoroughly
clean dough [though]. Put

it [spoonful of salt] in yore right hand an' put it in de middle of dat plate.

An' yo' bring it right tuh de windah where de sun rise early dat mawnin', an'

yo' jes' throw it [salt] out de windah, an' come back an' turn de plate down.

An' ah don't cZy [care] how mean he is, when he git dere he be pleased.

(That is against the rent-man.)

Yes, de rent-man. [Brunswick, Ga., (1249), 2122:5.]

9469. Well, yo' go in tuh be tried, yo' jes' sprinkle de salt all roun' dere,
all roun' jes' where no one see yo'. Jes' sprinkle salt as yo' goin' up de steps,

right on up evah step, an' jes' as close tuh de officah,

COURT CASE AND SALT de judge, as yo' kin git tuh wit dat salt. An' dat'll

lighten up de case, it won't be hard on yo'. [Savannah,

wit

Ga., (1260), 2190:5.]

9470, Carry some table salt wit chew an' evah word yo' says - evah word,
yo' know - jes' lak ah wus sayin', evah word yo' say, why sprinkle some of dat
salt. Keep sprinklin' it all de time.

(What will that do?)

Well, if yo' goin' git a fine, it will cut it down - shortah, won't be as
heavy.



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3785

(You mean every time you speak or the judge speaks?)
Evah time ah - jes' lak ah wus in co't an' ah wus talkin'. Evah time ah would
say a word ah be mashin' it...[in my hand]. [Brunswick, Ga., (1185), 1998:21.]
9471. Husban' or wife or jis' a frien'. Well, dat salt, jis' as yo' come in,
vherevah yo' set or wherevah yo' went in de house, sprinkle dat salt dere an' den
lak dis [demonstrates two strokes making sign of cross]. If yo'
CROSS OF SALT step ovah de salt, dey says dat's misfortune wit yuh mind, an'
yo' jis' forget about evahthing an' yo' won' come back. [Vicks-
burg, Miss., (720), 989:3.]
9472. 1If yo' wan' 'em [to] move out an' dey won' git out, jes' when dey come
out dere - jes' when dey come out, aftah dey come out an' yo' know dey gone, yo'
jes' git right in de same direc-
DIRECTION IN WHICH PERSON LEFT - THROW SALT IN tion dey went, an' yo' take yo'
a handful of salt an' throw it
in dere [in direction person went]. Say, "Ah hope yo' stay gone an' nevah come
back, by de he'p of God." Dey won' come back, ain't goin' come back. [Florence,
S. Car., (1331), 2292:3.]
9473. An' dere's anothah thing dat she kin do or he kin do at de home an'
[1f] dey can't git along tuhgethah. If he comes back, tuh keep 'em from squab-
blin' so much, she kin take
DOORSTEP - SPRINKLE SALT AT - TO PREVENT QUARRELS a 1li'le salt, cookin' salt,
sprinkle it aroun', in de
house, roun' de, 'bout de do'step in cases lak dat, an' he'll be quiet or she'll
be quiet. [Wilmington, N. Car., (252), 248:2.]
9474. Jis' lak yo' wan'a house - jis' lak anyone naggin' an' dere be a whole
lot of rows in de house an' yo' wan'a quit dat rdwin' an' live pleasant in de
house. Yo' take a 1li'le bit of
SALT IN CAN OVER DOOR - "IN NAME OF DE LORD" table salt, but choo have tuh use
TO KEEP HOUSEHOLD PEACEFUL it In de Name of de Lord. An' yo'
take dat table salt an' yo' put
a 1li'le bit in a can or anything, an' put it up ovah de dG. An' dat's good tuh
keep yuh home quiet. [Wilmington, N. Car., (299), 222:8.]
9475. Now, jes' lak dat - dat's common, dats easy tuh be done, dat's a short
argument. Why yo' jes' take a li'le pot salt an' sprinkle it 'fore yuh do'. Yo'
will nevah be in no peace at
all. Jes' a li'le pot salt.
NO PEACE AT ALL - IF SALT PUT AT YOUR DOOR [Charleston, S. Car., (511),
575:2.]
9476. Throw salt on de do' or
YOUR SALT ON PERSON'S DOOR UPSETS PEACE WITHIN on de porch, an' dey more den
apt tuh leave. Yo' know salt
gives 'em bad luck if yo' bring
1t from yuh own house. An' den dey won't stay dere in peace an' dey'll fin'ly
move out. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (994), 1606:4.]
9477. Once someone had did somepin tuh Aurt me an' dey tole me whut tuh do.
Dey said go back home an' look undah de flo' - undah de step an' dig undah dere
an' git some salt an' sprin-
IF HURT - DIG HOLE UNDER STEPS AND FILL WITH SALT kle in dat hole. Dat would
kill dat whut dey had fo' me.
Wahl, ah did dat but ah don' know wus it. Ah did whut dey said all right. Dat's
de best ah knowed of it [to] do. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1033), 1681:1.]
9478. Yo' takes cookin' salt an' sprinkle it in front de do', sprinkle fer
t'ree mawnin's. Den de fo'th mawnin' de people will move out. Evah mawnin'
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about - time about 'fo' 6
o'clock. [New Orleans, La.,
3 _MORNINGS BEFORE 6 SPRINKLE SALT AT DOOR TO MOVE (801), 1117:1.]
9479, There's several dif-
ferent methods to work at
3 MORNINGS BEFORE 6 SPRINKLE SALT AT DOOR AND WISH it. The one method, why
you would get up in the
morning at three o'clock
and take three hands of salt, and throw 'em across the door and make your
wishes. And sometimes it have a tendency to make 'em move. [New Orleans, La.,
(819), 1169:1.]

9480. Yo' say yo' wan' zem tuh move out dis house. Git chew some salt an'

carry it unbeknown tuh dem an' sprinkle it across de sill of de do' - see, right
crossin' de do'. All right. Well, now, yo'

DOORSILL - SALT ACROSS TO MOVE see, dey gotta step ovah dat. An' when dey
open dat door de nex' mawnin' comin' tuh go

out where dis here salt is, yo' see, dey goin' tuh pass ovah it, yo' undahstan’'.

Why dey gotta sweep it outa de house outa de way. An' when dey go tuh sweep dat

salt away from dere, see evahbody in de house follah it. Won't be long, maybe.

Ah've had dat done tuh mahself all right. [Jacksonville, Fla., (610), 787:12.]

9481. Ah heard yo' could git some cookin' salt. Ah've heard dat chew kin

take salt, cookin' salt, an' if anyone was kin' of a enemy of yo', dat is if
yo' an' him has had some disagree-
BURY SALT UNDER YOUR DOORSTEP FOR AN ENEMY ment some way an' he seem tuh be a
AFTER HE WALKS OVER IT HE BECOMES A FRIEND enemy of yuh, dat yo' could bury it
undah yore steps, an' he'd walk ovah
it, dey say he'll even come - really aftahwards - come tuh be yore friend, comes
all de way 'long. [Waycross, Ga., (1062), 1721:17.]
9482, Fo' peace in yore home, yo' kin take table salt, jis' common table
salt, an' sprinkle it roun' de flo', but don't sprinkle it heavy so dey kin de-
tect it, yo' see. An' dat
FLOOR - SALT SPRINKLED LIGHTLY ON - BRINGS PEACE keep de diff'rence outa yore
home. [Little Rock, Ark.,
(900), 1473:18.]
FOUR CORNERS OF HOUSE - SMALL SALT PILE IN EACH 9483. [Dey kin] bring salt
NAME THEM: '"MONEY'" "PROSPERITY'" "LOVE" "BUSINESS" from dere home an' put it
intuh your place [house] -
salt, cookin' salt, see. An' de same thing dey says dat dey'd [they would] com-
pare salt. It gives yuh hard luck as being a means of good luck by puttin' it
in de fo' cornahs. [Salt brings bad luck and good luck.]

(What will that do, putting it in the four corners?)

Say dat brings luck. An' yo' names each pile de kinda luck dat you'd lak tuh
run in. Fo' instance you'd lak tuh have dis [demonstrates] as de money pile,
dis is some othah prosperity, dis is love, an' dis is biggah business. [Jackson-
ville, Fla., (556), 691:17.]

9484, Go tuh de sto' an' buy yo' cookin' table - box of cookin' table salt.
An' if yo' kin git a chance tuh go tuh dat house, yo' put it roun' tuh de fo'

cornahs. Put about a tablespoon of dat
4 CORNERS - INSIDE AND OUTSIDE HOUSE tuh evah foah cornahs of dat house. [4
TABLESPOONFUL OF SALT IN EACH TO MOVE corners outside and 4 corners of each
room]. An' yo' go inside an' yo' put
as much as yo' kin in each cornah of dat house. Don't care how many cornahs
it's got, yo' put some in each cornah - a tablespoonful. An' dey have tuh move,
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can't stay in dere. [Waycross, Ga., (1135), 1845:3.]
9485. Git chew a new box of table salt. Listen good! Git chew a new box
of table salt an' yo' jes' take it an' open it. See, no one haven't nused [used]
out of dat. An' when de' both
NEW SALT - STIR - THROW BEHIND DEPARTING MAN AND are leavin' yore house, yo'
WOMAN - SAYING "GO" - THEN IN 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE jes' take some of dat salt
PUT SALT - SOME UNDER HEARTH BRICK - TO SEPARATE an' chunk, stirrin' [magic
action] yore salt lak dat
[demonstrates circular motion, saying], "Go." An' den when dey - yo' jes' throws
out yore arm lak dat [demonstrates], yo' jes' sprinkle it aroun' in each cornah
of de house, in all fo' cornahs, an' dey'll finely [finally] break up. An' den
yo' take up one of de bricks in yore chimley an' jes' put some undah de bottom
of dat, an' set it right back down dere. An' dey won't be dere long - no, dey
von't be dere long tuhgethah.
(That will separate them?)
Yes, separated.
(I would do that?)
Yes, separated, fuss all de time till dey separated. Ah'll pull 'em apart.
(If I wanted to do that, I would wait until this man and his wife walk out
and then I would sprinkle it in their house. Do all that?)
Yes. [Sumter, S. Car., (1343), 2325:2.]
9486. Yo' kin git table salt an' sprinkle it in de fo' cornahs of de house:
one, two, three, fo'. An' yo' put dat table salt in de cornah dere an' yo'
sprinkle some salt around de
FOR PEACE AND LOVE - SPRINKLE SALT IN 4 CORNERS side of de bed where he sleep
OF HOUSE - AND AT SIDE OF BED WHERE HE SLEEPS at, an' dat'll make de home
jes' charmed...make it lovin,
not have no fuss. Dat'll stop de fuss...make peace, yessuh. [All of this be-
cause salt keeps out "witchcraft." For keeping out witcheraft, see No.9446,
p-3780.] [Sumter, S. Car., (1378), 2447:17.]
9487. Take some salt an' throw it in fo' corners of dat place, an' take yo'
tvo sticks an' cross 'em in de middle of de flo', an' walk out backwards. Did
ju' [you] heah me?

(Yes. Now what would that
TO KEEP HOUSE FROM BEING RENTED AFTER YOU MOVE do?)

POT SALT IN 4 CORNERS - CROSS 2 STICKS IN CENTER Dat would keep de landlord
from rentin' de place.

(That is to cross up the
house so that the landlord can't rent the place after he has moved you out.)
[New Orleans, La., (1558), 2833:5.]

9488. If anyone will come in yuh house - jis' lak a person wan'a come in yuh
home an' broke yuh home up, an' yo' know dey come [for that purpose], take some
salt an' go all through yuh
IF ANYONE TRIES TO BREAK UP YOUR HOME - THROW house an' throw it in de each
SALT IN EACH 4 CORNERS "IN DE NAME OF DE LORD" fo' cornahs of de house, an'
use it In de Name of de Lord.
An' when dey use dat salt, throw it through de house. Dey throw it undah yuh
do'step too when dey come. Why when dey come in dey can't do a thing tuh yuh
an' evahthing will go on pleasant. ([Wilmington, N. Car., (299), 222:9+85.]
9489. Yo' kin take salt, a bran'-new box of salt, an' throw it in each cor-
nah., Start from de sunrise an' go round tuh each fo' cornahs, an' yo' put de
salt in each cornah of yore house. An' git in de middle of yuh flo' an' yo'
make a wish. [The middle of yuh flo', the fifth point, turns this into a
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quincunx rite.] Den yo' kin
take dat salt an' burn it "In

START AT SUNRISE SIDE OF HOUSE WITH NEW SALT de Name of de Fathah, de Son

CIRCUMAMBULATE OUTSIDE OF HOUSE CLOCKWISE an' de Holy Ghost, put peace

SPRINKLING AT THE 4 CORNERS - INSIDE IN CENTER an' pleasure in mah home."

OF FLOOR MAKE WISH - IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER (After you do that at the sun-

DE SON AND DE HOLY GHOST WITH PEACE INCANTATION rise side, which way do you go
then?)

Yo' stay tuh yuh right [walk
clockwise]. Yo' see yo' start in de sunrise an' yo' go roun' till yo' git tuh
de last cornah. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1410), 2533:7.]

9490. Yo' kin put red peppah an' salt - yo' weah dat in yore shoes, see.
An' den yo' take salt an' put it in each cornah of de wall in yore rooms where
yo' sleep at. An' if anybody
4 CORNERS OF BEDROOM - SALT IN FOR PROTECTION [come] tuh yore house dat yo'
OR SALT AND RED PEPPER IN SHOES ALSO PROTECTS don' want tuh come tuh yore
SWEEP SALT AND RED PEPPER AND DEPARTING TRACKS house - dey come tuh yore house
an' yo' don' wan' 'em dere - de
time dey'd leave yo' sprinkle salt an' red peppah in dere tracks right out dere
behin' 'em, an' sweep it out. See, an' dey won' evah come back a'gin. Well, we
tried dat one time 'bout a police, about a law. Dey haven't nevah been dere tuh
bothah us no mo'.
(That first about that salt and pepper [in 4 corners of bedroom], that is to
keep you from being harmed?)
Yeah. [Waycross, Ga., (1078), 1746:10.]
9491. Why, yo' kin be moved even wit de swnshine, even wit de table salt.
(How do you do that?)
Yo' take de Bible an' yo' take de salt an' go tuh de do' at de risin' of de
sun, an' yo' throw yuh salt tuh de east. See [demonstrates]. An' yo' go through
yore rooms no'th, east, so'th
4 DIRECTIONS: BIBLE IN ONE HAND - SALT IN OTHER an' de west. See, an' yo'
GO TO DOOR AT SUNRISE - THROW OUT SALT TO EAST throw dat salt around in dat
OR GO THROUGH ROOMS THROWING SALT TO 4 CARDINAL room. Dat is, eithah way yo'
POINTS OF COMPASS - EITHER RITE 3 DAYS - HE GOES kin do it. An' den yo' go
back - yo' do dat fo' three
mawnin's an' he'll git upset an' of co'se he'll move. Yore [victim's] nerves
will become nervous an' yo'll [he'll] have tuh go.
(Now I go to the door that's facing the east, and throw some salt...)
Dat way, yes, an' dat way [demonstrates]...fo' directionms.
(That will make them [him] move out.) [Little Rock, Ark., (887), 1461:5.]
9492, [Gambling rites using salt in HOODOO are common and scattered through
the text - see especially vol.l, p.641, Nos.2264-2270.]
Yo' kin take some table salt, see lak yo' an' anothah fellah tuhgethah - yo'
' 'im gamblin', see. Well, if he don' gamble an' yo' gamble, yo' kin take
some table salt, table salt whut de' [they] put
GAMBLING — SALT USED WHILE anywheres. Have it in yore pocket an' let him have
it in his pocket...an' yo' goin' be gambling. Well,
dis fellah, jes' lak ah'm settin' up heah now - ah'm lucky, yo' let dat [demon-
strates] jes' drop dat table salt right down ahind of [behind] him. Dat's tuh
change his luck.
(That is to spoil any hand that he has.)
Dat's right. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (999), 1616:5.]
9493, Take an' put dat salt on 'em.

an
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(What did you say - salt?)

Salt will kill anybody [anybody's lucky hand] what sets dere at dat time.

(Kill anybody's what?)

Toby. [Word toby was rare down Atlantic coastline.]

(I see.)

At de time dey usin' it, if yo' kin git a chance tuh sprinkle salt on 'em,
de toby won't do 'em no good. An' yo' kin win jis' as much as dey kin. Ah know
dat.

(Even if you can't sprinkle that salt on the toby, if you sprinkle it on them
it's all right.)

But put it on dem, dey got dat on dem. Yo' sprinkle it on dem.

(It will kill the strength of the toby. I see, a gambling toby.) [Vicksburg,
Miss., (749), 1019:3.]

9494. Yo' kin take pot salt an' carry it tuh a [skin game], jes' lak if yo'
goin' gamblin', an' throw it right where yo' at or where de people at till it
connect me wit all de money. Have good luck an' successful. An' throw it an'
talk to it. Dat why yo' have good luck an' successful. Good luck in gamblin'.
[Sumter, S. Car., (1363), 2404:16.]

9495. Yo' take dis table salts in yore han', don' let it tetch yo' [except
your hand], an' yo' sprinkle it all ovah dem whut's lucky, an' dey begin tuh
fallin'.

(They begin losing.)

Yeah. [Brunswick, Ga., (1206), 2038:6.]

9496. If yo' winnin' an' somebody slip up behin' joo an' sprinkle salt on
yo', say yo' go tuh losin' den. [Memphis, Tenn., (1544), 2805:7.]

9497, 1In gamblin', to drop salt down in [on] each othah back an' dat will
cause 'em tuh lose.

(That is if someone was lucky in winning. If you drop a little salt on him,
that will kill his luck?)

Dat's right. [Florence, S. Car., (1285), 2182:10.]

9498. In othah word, if yo' wanta give him bad luck, yo' could give him bad
luck by puttin' salt on him. Tuh cross his luck yo' po' salt on dis man. Dat's
bad luck tuh anyone gamblin', enythin', so forth. [Waycross, Ga., (1080), 1749.]

9499. Jis' sprinkle table
HOUSE - SALT SPRINKLED AT OR IN CAUSES A QUARREL salt...

[I stopped recording machine
too soon, then decided to repeat informant's words.]

(You just sprinkle this table salt and that will cause a quarrel in the house?)

It sure goin' tuh duz one evah time. [Vicksburg, Miss., (720), 990:10.]

9500. (Take salt and do what with it?)

Sprinkle it in de house. Dat make, yo' know, fuss an' fight. [Wilson, N.Car.,
(1544), 2681:10.]

9501. (Take table salt?)

Yessuh, an' sprinkle it all de way roun' dat house an' dere cain't any one go
back tuh it dat chew don't want tuh. Call dat man's name dat chew don't wanta

go dere.
SALT NAMED AND SCATTERED AT HOUSE (I would do this if I didn't want anybody to
PREVENTS PERSON FROM RENTING IT rent this house? Or to live in here after I
left?)

Yessuh. [Little Rock, Ark., (899), 1471:6.]

9502, If yo' kin git intuh dere house, take table salt an' carry it tuh de
front do' an' throw it out. Jes' come right straight through de house, sprin-
klin' it as yo' walk through, an' sprinkle it down an' name it till yo' git tuh
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de walk where it goin' out [to
street or road] an' dey'll move
TO MOVE PEOPLE SPRINKLE SALT AND NAME IT THEM out very shortly behin' yo'.
AT BACK DOOR - THROUGH HOUSE - OUT FRONT DOOR (You go in the back door and
walk right through the house?)
Walk right through the house an'
sprinkle it as yo' go out. [Sumter, S. Car., (1384), 2459:7.]

9503. Yo' kin take salt. Lak a man when he leaves, yo' kin take salt fo'

nine straight mawnin's an' yo' stan' in de do' an' yo' go on - yo' come out.
Come out in de front yard an'

IF MAN LEAVES - WOMAN WALKS OUT SAME DOOR take dat salt an' throw it back

9 MORNINGS - THROWS SALT 3 TIMES OVER EACH on dis man three times. Throw

SHOULDER TOWARDS HOUSE - EXPECT HIM IN 9 DAYS de salt back in de house ovah
yore right shouldah three times,

an' ovah yore lef' shouldah three times. Dat'll bring 'im back.

(You stand out in front of the door with your back to the house and you do
that nine mornings?)

Nine mawnin's. He'll be back in nine mawnin's. He's gotta come back. [Mem—
phis, Tenn., (1522), 2714:16.]

9504. Yo' kin jes' take a new box of pot salt an' carry it an' string it all
de way round de house at night an' talk tuh it an' tell 'em ah want chew tuh

make sech-an'-sech-a one move or
CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE AT NIGHT leave heah. An' when nine days
TALKING TO AND STRINGING SALT are up why dey'll have tuh go.
[Sumter, S. Car., (1363), 2404:3.]
9505. Dey take salt nine mawnin's
9 MORNINGS - CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE - SCATTER an' put it from de front tuh de
SALT - SKIP 9 MORNINGS AND REPEAT - TO MOVE back, miss nine mawnin's, an' den
put it roun' nine mawnin's, an'’
den in twenty days dey'll be gone. Dey couldn't live dere any mo'.

(That is to make them move out of the house?)

Make them move.

(In putting this salt from the front to the back, do you go through the house
or round the house?)

Roun' de house, de outside, nine mawnin's an' den yo' skip. Den yo' do de
othah nine mawnin's. Dat's two nine mawnin's, jes' skip one nine an' den put it
roun' dere nine - outside of de buildin'. Ah've heard 'em say dat would make
dem move, dat dey'll nevah have good luck wit dat house. An' dey can't stay
dere any mo'.

(In other words, you simply go round twice, nine mornings?) [Wilson, N. Car.,
(1486), 2159:1.]

9506. Whut tuh do tuh keep de Zaw from bothahin' yo'. Yo' could buy a fresh
box of salt, Jack Frost [trade name] salt, an' put two level handful at de front

do' an' two level handful at de back, an'

dey'll nevah come roun' yore home. [Sa-
"LAW" CAN BE KEPT AWAY BY USING SALT vannah, Ga., (1259), 2136:6.]

9507. An' even in usin' dat salt - did

ah tell yo' 'bout de salt? Remembah when
ah tole yo' 'bout de usin' de salt tuh keep de law away from yore house? Now,
dat salt whut chew use fo' dat, don' nevah use dat fo' cookin' or nuthin else
but jes' fo' dat pahtic'lah purpose. [Here is a part of a fundamental law in
hoodoo: ingredient used - other than parts of a person's body or anything
touching him, such as clothes - must be new; and anything left over must not be
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used again for any purpose. Like all laws, they are often broken!] [Sumter. S.

Car., (1351), 762:10.]

9508. Now if yo' runnin' a gamblin' house, sellin' whiskey, got women, if yo'
wanta be lucky 'bout dis thing, always keep in yo' place loose salt, ice cream

salt. Git de ice cream salt,

ICE CREAM SALT LUCKY FOR SELLING WHISKEY OR WOMEN it's in big lumps. [Ice

OR A GAMBLING HOUSE - SCATTAH SOME ROUND DE HOUSE cream salt is rare in HOODOO.]

DO THIS 9 SUCCESSIVE MORNINGS - SKIP 9 AND REPEAT Dey says yo' could swallah

POLICE WILL STAY AWAY OR IF PASSING SPEAK OR WAVE one of 'em [lumps], dey good

fo' yo' stomic anyway. Jes'
put one in yo' mouth an' swallah it an' dey says dat ev'ry once in a while jes'
scattah some all round de house. It roll up lak snow [informant not a native
of place where we are talking] or sweep it out. Dey says de cops or p'lice will
bar'ly evah pass by; if dey do, dey speak tuh yo' an' wave dere han's. Yo' do
dat fo' nine mawnin's straight an' den yo' skip nine. Dey tell me dat'll work
fine. An' ah believe some people's doin' it right heah [in the city] now, 'cuz

ah been heah a long time. Dey say dat's a fact. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1008),

1630:9.]
3 TIMES THROW SALT TO SUNRISE WITH INCANTATION 9509. Salt throw tuhwards sun-
rise 3 times, say, Whitefolks
go an' don't come back. An' dey'll [police] stay 'way from yuh. Go yuh way an'

let me alone. [Memphis, Tenn., (968), 1567:2.]

9510. Ah heard yo' could take salt an' sprinkle it roun' yore house. Yo'
know, bury it undah de do'steps an' - if yo' wanta sell likkah an' keep de law

away from dere. [Wilson,

LAW KEPT AWAY BY SALT BURIED UNDER DOORSTEPS N. Car., (1469), near

2652:11.]
SALT AT DOOR BEFORE SUNRISE - NO ONE CAN ENTER GATE 9511. Yo' rise early in
de mawnin' befo' de sun
rise an' put salt befo' de do', an' nobody will nevah come in de gate.

(That is to keep the law away or your enemies.) [Waycross, Ga., (1104),
1778:9.]

9512. Well, now, it ain't but two things tuh keep de law away from de place.
Yo' spread table salt down where he is an' he ain't goin' tuh come up dere.

Dat's all it is. Yo' jes' git tuh
YarRow 'EM [SALT] DOWN 'IS [LAW'S] BACK! 'im an' throw 'em down 'is back an'

put 'im in hard luck, an' he's goin'
on awvay from dere. He's not goin' tuh come where yo' is. [Memphis, Tenn.,

(976), 1581:2.]

9513. Ah wus told once that the law, the way to keep them away from your
bouse is to throw salt behind them, if they ever come. Get a handful of salt
amd throw behind him and they will be very seldom visitin'. [New Orleans, La.,
(796), 1109:9.]

9514. Ah've heard dat if yo' don' wan'a person tuh yore house, when dey
lemve take a hand of table salt an' throw it behin' dem an' dey'll nevah return.

[St. Petersburg, Fla., (1005),
1621:3.]

9 MORNINGS - SALT AT DOOR TO MOVE PERSON  9515. Take table salt an' sprinkle
it roun' de do' fo' nine mawnin's,
an' dey gotta go.

(hey have to move out of that house.) [Savannah, Ga., (1252), 2125:6.]

9516. If yo' livin' roun' a set of mean people or neighborhood, yo' jes'
emah [worning] fo' nine mawnin's yo' take salt, brand-new salt an' sprinkle it
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all roun' yore do'step an' yo'll
9 MORNINGS - NEW SALT AT DOOR FOR FRIENDS make plenty friends - yo' won' have
any enemies. Evah mawnin' fo' nine
mawnin's befo' sunrise in de mawnin'. [Savannah, Ga., (1260), 2140:1.]
9517. Yo' take salt fo' nine mawnin's an' yo' start from de back side of yore
house an' jes' goes lak dis heah [demonstrates], jes' go lak dat, an' dat keep
any enemies out. Jes' go ahead
9 MORNINGS - STARTING AT BACK - CIRCUMAMBULATE an' throw yore salt, say: Stop
HOUSE - USING 2 INCANTATIONS EXPRESSING PURPOSE her In de Name of de Lord. An'
yo' have frien's all de time,
yore enemies won' stay dere. An' de law won' come tuh dis house...

[I stopped recording but immediately turned on machine to repeat the missed
words. ]

(You do that for nine mornings, and you say: Go 'way enemies, an' come in
frien's.)

Drive yore enemies out an' bring yore friends in. An' scattah it inside de
house. [Wilson, N. Car., (1504), 2670:10.]

9518. [New Orleans was the scrubbingest place of them all, special prepara-
tions often being called a scrub.]

She take some salt watah an' evah mawnin' befo' day - it wouldn't be quite
light yo' know - she'd take dat watah an' scrub de whole place an' scrub 'er

room. An' when he'd come she'd
SCRUB WITH SALT WATER - DAMPEN HIS HAT WITH IT rest his hat, lak anyone would

do yo' know. An' she'd have a
soft damp rag wit de same solution, an' when he'd be readin' or othahwise lak
dat, she'd dampen his hat, jes' take it lak dis [demonstrates] an' dampen it.

(Just dampen the hat with the rag. What is that supposed to do then?)

Keep him dere, yes. [To keep him from being taken away would have been a
better answer.] [New Orleans, La., (1563), 2859:2.]

9519. Whut ah heard about de job proposition - whut chew kin do tuh make him
give yo' a job or tuh make peace. Yo' undahstand me? Well, all yo' have tuh do
is buy yo' a fresh box of Jack Frost [trade name] salt an' put it in yore pocket

an' put some in yore shoes an'
go on tuh him.
NEW SALT IN SHOES AND POCKET WHEN SEEKING JOB (Go down to the boss and ask him
for a job?)
Yeah, dat'll make peace. Dat's
right, dat's all yo' gotta do. [Savannah, Ga., (1259), 2137:61.]

9520. People say dat yo' could take salt, fresh salt in de shoes - weah it

in de shoes. Anybody put down anythin' ag'in yo', dey say it wouldn't take no
'fect.

PROTECT YOURSELF WHEN WALKING OVER HIDDEN (If you walk over anything?)

CONJURE BY WEARING NEW SALT IN BOTH SHOES Yessuh, if yo' walk ovah anythin'
why it won't take 'fect 'count [on

account] de salt. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1394), 2505:11.]

9521. Den yo' kin take table salt an' weah it in de bottom of yuh shoes, jes'

lak yo' got dis business goin' on now [informant will return to dis business of
mine later]. Yo' kin take table salt

AUTHOR ADVISED ON HOW TO BECOME ''SLICK" an' weah it in de bottom of yore

IN YORE BUSINESS...YO' CARRYIN' ON NOW shoes, an' go roun' dat by day wit

BY WEARING SALT IN BOTTOMS OF BOTH SHOES dat undah de bottom of yore feet, an'
yo' come tuh be slick an' yo'll come

tuh be lucky in yore doin's an' successful.
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(You say wearing the salt in your shoe makes you lucky in all sort of things?)

Jes' in all sorts of things dat chew carry on. TAKE TABLE SALT AN' PUT IT IN
DE BOTTOM OF YORE SHOES DAT YO' WEAHIN'. DAT'S SO'S YO' GIT SLICK AS GLASS. YO'
BAVEN'T NEVAH TRIED DAT?

(NO.)

WELL, YO' TRY DAT IN YORE BUSINESS. JES' LAK DIS BUSINESS YO' CARRYIN' ON
BOW. See, yo' put table salt in de bottom of yore shoe, yo' be lucky an' suc-
cessful. Yore feet git slick as glass. [Fayetteville, N.Car., (1415), 2546:11.]

9522, 1I've known people to wear salt in the bottom of their shoe, the left
shoe rather, to prevent anybody from cunjuring them; or, if they go any place

and walk on anything, it won't injure them.
SALT IN LEFT SHOE TO AVOID CUNJURE [Snow Hill, Md., (85), grade school teacher

who was born and still lives near Richmond,
Va., except during the school year, 14:2.]

9523. They say that they [an enemy] could take salt and put it in your left

shoe and it'll give you bad luck for a certain number of years. [This and pre-
ceding rite about salt in left

UNLUCKY IS SALT PUT IN YOUR LEFT SHOE BY ENEMY shoe demonstrates the power of
intention.] [Richmond, Va.,
(387), 459:5.1]

SALT IN RIGHT SHOE AND UNDER BED TO CHANGE LUCK 9524, And he [root doctor]
told me to wear salt in my

right shoe and take a little salt and sprinkle up under the bed every day. He

say it would change your luck. [Wilmington, N. Car., (262), 258:3.]

9525. Ah have, ah've heard of 'em takin' yuh shoe an' sprinklin' table salt

am' things like dat or Epsom salts intuh yuh shoe. An' dat is if yo' are a per-
son who believes in stayin'
SHDES - SALT OR EPSOM SALT IN - KEEPS MAN HOME away from home, lak if it was
yuh husban' an' he'd lak tuh
stay 'way from home all de time - always away from home. An' dey would put some-
thin' intuh his shoe lak salt or [Epsom] salts an' - undahneat' de linin' of de
shoe - an' dat would cuz 'im tuh stay home.

(Either shoe? Both shoes or just one shoe?)

Both shoes tuh make him stay home. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (988), 1593:11.]

9526. Den dere's anothah thing, if yo' wanta run a person off. Yo' kin take
am' [get] table salt an' jes' throw it roun' in yore room fo' nine mawnin's. Put

a li'le in de toe of dey shoe
HIS SHOES - WOMAN SHAKES SALT INTO TOES OR an' shake it down [into the
ES THEM UPSIDE DOWN - ONE AT CORNER OF BED toes] an' turn dat shoe down,
HEAD - OTHER CATERCORNERED AT BED FOOT - THEN one down at de foot - one of his
EROP SALT IN ROOM 9 MORNINGS TO GET RID OF HIM shoes down at de foot [of the

THIS IS A MAGIC-OF-THE-DIAGONAL RITE bed] aftah he's gone tuh baid.

Yo' kin take dat shoe an' turn
it down at de foot [of the bed] an' carry one [shoe] tuh de haid [of bed] tuh dat
eothah off [opposite] post. Jes' lak de baid has fo' cormahs, lay one [shoe] down
at dis cornah an' de othah one [shoe] down at de othah cornah, jes' lak dat [dem-
emstrates by pointing to bed in interviewing room].

(What will that do?)

Well, dat will run a man on away from yo'.

(That is to get rid of the man?)

Yes sir.

(You put the other shoe catercorner from the other one, and you [also] put
the salt around the room.)
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[This magic-of-the-diagonal rite is also known in New Orleans by laying a
broom catercorner under the bed - see v.l, p.674, No.2425.]

Yo' put jes' a least bit of salt roun' in yore room, jes' put a 1li'le bit in
his shoes an' shake it down tuh de toe where he won' detect it when he go tuh
put it on.

(That is to get rid of him?)

Git rid of him. [Savannah, Ga., (1256), 2129:3.]

9527. Why, if yo' is gone away from yuh wife an' [often equals or] she gone
away from yo', why yo' kin git up soon in de mawnin', mos' any mawnin'. Don't

speak tuh anyone. An' jes' go
SILENCE: NO SPEAKING BEFORE CALLING HER NAME back dere an' git salt - a box.
EARLY 3 MORNINGS - THROWING SALT WAY SHE WENT Git some salt an' call 'er name

fer three mawnin's. De foth
mawnin', if she is a 17 'le mind of it, [if she has the slightest intention of
returning], she comin' back.

(What do you do with that salt?)

Take dat salt an' throw it de way she went. [Jacksonville, Fla., (606),
785:9.]

9528. An' den if yo' wan' him tuh tell evahthing he knows, yo' kin put his
han' while he's 'sleep - if yo' maybe ketch him drunk - put his han' in some cold

salt an' watah, if yo' wanta find out whut
SLEEP - TO MAKE A PERSON TALK DURING he's doin', an' he'll tell evahthing he

knows. [Memphis, Tenn., (1522), 2698:15.]

SWEEPING SALT BEHIND VISITOR 9529, If yo' know de person dat's goin'

dere, if yo' seein' 'em an' it's jes'
somebody whut visit yo', dat yo' don' wanta visit yo'. Well, now whenevah dey
leave, yo' jes' throw jes' a 1li'le pinch of salt behin' dem, an' sweep it in de
direction dey gone. Dey can't - dey won't come dere, dey'll stay 'way. [Way-
cross, Ga., (1166), 1960:2.]

9530. All right. Git chew a box of table salt an' jes' when dey leave out,
yo' jes' take dat table salt an' sprinkle it behin' dem. An' git chure broom
an' sweep de broom out behin' dem. Yo' won' be bothahed wit dem no mo'. [Fay-
etteville, N. Car., (1397), 2516:3.]

9531. Ah've heard that if there's anybody come to yore house that yo' don't
want them tuh come there, when they go tuh leave, throw some salt behind them an'
jes' sweep lightly an' that will stop them from comin' [to sweep lightly here is
a part of the magic action]._ [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1421), 2560:10.]

9532. An' when ah gits tid [tired] of 'em comin' tuh see me, dey way ah do's
him: When he - jis' when he gittin' up goin' out, ah'll put salt behin' him, an'
take a broom an' sweep him on out. An' ah won't be bothahed wit him no mo'. Ah
won't have tuh hurt his feelin'. [Memphis, Tenn., (947), 1526:8.]

9533. Den, in case, if de police come tuh yuh house an' yo' runnin' a whiskey
house or some kinda business, well yo' kin take some salt an' throw it out behin'’

dem, an' sweep it out wit a
WHEN SWEEPING SALT BEHIND PERSON USE NEW BROOM bran'-new broom. He won't come
back no mo'. Dat will keep 'em
from comin' back. [Savannah,
Ga., (1259), 2138:9.]
MAKE A WISH WHILE THROWING SALT BEHIND VISITOR 9534, As person leaves, throw
salt, make wish, take broom and
sweep, won't come back. [Washington, D.C., (?), 805:2.]

9535. Take salt an' trdo' [throw] roun' de house an' cuss 'em, den sweep it -

sweep dey tracks. Dey say dey won't come back den.
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(What will that do then?)
CUSS AND SWEEP OUT VISITOR'S Dey say dey won't come back.
SALT-COVERED FOOT TRACKS [Florence, S. Car., (1292), 2191:10.]
9536. Dey tell me, git chew some salt when dey
goin' [from your house]. Start where dey got up from an' carry it on an' sprin-
kle. Throw it out de do' an'
SPRINKLE SALT FROM WHERE VISITOR SAT TO OUTDOORS call dere name an' tell 'em
SVEEP SALT OUT DOOR CALLING NAME AND SAYING "GO!" tuh go. Den take up de broom
an' sweep dat same salt out
ehnre do'. Dey won't come back. [Florence, S. Car., (1293), 2194:16.]

9537. Have tuh git chew a box of table salt, sprinkle it all ovah yo' flo'.

Dat's from de front do' - jis' lak if yo' got a po'ch on yore house, LAK DAT

PO'CH DERE [points] - from
9 MORNINGS - SPRINKLE SALT ON THE PORCH AND SWEEP de front do' tuh de po'ch.
IT OFF BEGINNING AT DOOR - TO MOVE PERSONS WITHIN [For this porch see comment

later.] An' take yo' a
broom - one dese ole long brooms, stiff handle one [see comment later] - an'
sveep it right out. Jis' take dat salt an' sweep it out. Do dat fo' nine mawn-
in's. An' aftah de nine mawnin's dey will move an' nobody won't have tuh tell
"em.

(That is to make a person move out of the house. But you have to sweep that
stuff up, sprinkle it at their house? Don't you or what?)

Don' care whose house it is, if it's yuh house or dere house or anybody's
bouse, Jis' lak yo' rentin' dat man's house, yo' rentin' dat house belong tuh
dat man. Well, prob'ly yo' go dere at night, quite natchel [natural] if yo'
wanta do dat yo' goin' have a broom wit chew. Well, yo' take dat salt an' sprin-
kle....

[The preceding dat po'ch dere is a valuable piece of personal memorabilia. I
could not remember whether I had interviewed in a second-floor back room, or one
looking out upon the upper porch of the former Clark Hotel for blacks at Method-
ist Town, a black settlement then on the edge of St. Petersburg. You can see a
colored photograph of this building, now abandoned, among the illustrations at
the end of v.3, I11.8. This picture I took in 1970, 31 years after the present
interview. For St. Petersburg, see also vol.l, Intro. XXXIV, and letter to Ed-
ward Bufford among illustrations at end of vol.2.]

(The preceding long brooms, stiff handle one is sometime called a stick broom
(see 2424, p.674, v.1). The short broom or un-stiff one, of course, is various
varieties of the hand sweeper; long and tough grasses or twigs laid in a row and
doabled, the point of doubling being the handle.] [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1049),
1704:6.]

9538. If this person was an enemy to you, then you get some salt - out of a
dax that has never been used - and when the person leaves, you sprinkle the salt

behind them. You did it In the
LORD'S NAME - USED WHEN SPRINKLING SALT BEHIND Name of the Lord. Then take a
ENEMY - SWEEP IT OUT - SET BROOM BOTTOM UPWARDS broom and sweep it out the way

they went. Then set the broom
back in the house bottom side upward. And they wouldn't come back again. [For
setting brushy part of broom up and handle down behind door, a rite widely spread,
see 2432, Wilmington, N. Car., and 2433, New Orleans, La., both p.675, v.1l, etc.]
[01d Point Comfort, Va., collected in 1936 by Ediphone.]

9539. As person leaves, make

3 YIMES THROW SALT BEHIND PERSON: IN THE NAME OF one throw of salt behind him:
Q1) THE FATHER (2) THE SON (3) THE HOLY GHOST In the Name of the Father,
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second In the Name of the Son, and third In the Name of the Holy Ghost. Won't
come back. This same thing in another person's house will make him move out.
[Washington, D.C., (?), 806:12.]

9540. If yo" has a individual in yuh house an' yo' wan' dat individual out,
an' yo' can't git him out - or can't git him or her out - why evah time dey go

out, yo' turn dat mattress ovah. An'

SALT ON MATTRESS OF UNWANTED VISITOR evah time dey go out yo' sprinkle salt on
BEFORE TURNING IT - UPSET EVERYTHING dat mattress an' turn it ovah, an' have
DAT'S A KIND OF A TORMENT TO DE ROOM dere things changed aroun' from where dey
put it. When yo' find it at one place,
take an' change it an' put it at anothah place. Dat's a kinda torment to de
room. Dey will finely [finally] move away. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (983),
1591:12.]

(2) SALT AND RED PEPPER TOGETHER

[Normally the word pepper alone means red pepper, usually black pepper being
described as black (see examples in the black pepper rites at the beginning of
section (4), Nos.9644-9654)., Black can be substituted for red in an emergency,
but red is more powerful; especially potent, if the container in which it was
purchased pictures a red devil. Red of course almost always indicates cayenne
pepper, though "finger peppers' - the hot-sauce peppers - are sometimes mentioned.]

9541. Tuh do yuh harm? Well, dere's sev'ral ways dat a person could harm
yuh. At times a person would take red peppah an' salt an' stir it an' sprinkle
it aroun'. At times dey could throw it on yo' shouldah or enywheres about chah

an' make yuh have ill luck.

BACK OR SHOULDER - RUB OR THROW ON (Well, what do you mean by throwing that

SALT AND RED PEPPER MIXED salt and pepper around?)
Jes' take it, yuh know, lak dey got it in de
hand, yuh know. Jes' have it lak dis [demonstrates]. While yo' standing dere
dey could sprinkle a 1i'l on yuh back. Well, sometimes, yuh know, dey come tuh
yuh wit dey han' an' jes' rub on yuh, yuh know, an' say, "How yuh is?" Dey parts
it [salt and pepper] down [on you] de same time, see.

(What will that do to you then?)

Dat'll give yuh i1l luck.

(That will give you ill luck?)

Dat'll give yuh ill luck. Yuh wouldn't be a success fer nuthin, prob'ly fer
de rest of yuh days. [Charleston, S. Car., (517), 604:4.]

9542, Well, they say that they could get a - can you hear what ah say?

(I heard you.)

Well, they tell me they can take a red pepper [cayenne pepper] and salt and
sprinkle that in front of your door. That's to make confusion and you can't get
along there and that [sort of thing]. Why, you'll move. [New Orleans, La.,

(835), 1256:5.]
BURN SALT AND RED PEPPER - WISHING 9543. Dey use [burn] cayenne peppah an'
table salt an' make yuh wishes ovah dat.
An' if yuh kin git anywhere about de house, tuh git some of it in dere, dat'll
make dem fight lak de devil.

(That's all you have to do. Burn some of that.) [Norfolk, Va., (486),515:12.]
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9544. . Take de peppah an' salt an' press it tuhgethah an' burn it, an' put
it in yore pocket an' carry it wit yo' when yo' goin' tuh look fo' a job, if yo'
want luck. An' if yo' talkin' tuh yore
WFAR BURNED SALT AND PEPPER FOR JOB man, yore bossman, dat's yo's tryin' tuh
git a job wit, have dat in yore han' an'
[they say yo'll git yo' a job if anybody gits one. [Wilson, N. Car., (1486),
cylinder 2660: item No?]

9545. If de opposite party would want confusion in yore house, dey [you]
take an' send ovah tuh yore neighbah tuh borrah some salt. An' aftah yo' git
dat salt, yo' see, yo' take dat salt an' yo' go roun' de house - an' yo' put

some cayenne peppah [with it] see -
CDRNERS 3 OF HOUSE - PUT AT — SALT BORROWED roun' de three cornahs of de house,
FROM THAT HOUSE - MIXED WITH OWN RED PEPPER see. Yo' put dat cayenne peppah

roun' dere an' it will cuz confu-
sion dere. Dey won't be no kinda 'greements [agreements] atall. Dey'll jes' be
in a uproar all de time roun' dere, by borrahin' de table salt.

(Well, now who would do that? Suppose they [people] would want to cause con-
fusion in this house [where I am interviewing], some other person outside would
borrow from some neighbor near here?)

Borrow it from heah [the house we are in now].

(You have to borrow it from the person with whom you are going to cause con-
fusion?)

Yessuh.

(Then you say they are right at the same house where they borrow it?)

Yessuh. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1398), 2518:1.]

9546. Well, if yo' wanta make 'em fight bad in yore home, yo' jes' go dere
an' git chew some salt an' red peppah, an' yo' take it an' yo' throw it in each

cornah of de house - throw it in
CORNERS 4 OF HOUSE - SALT AND RED PEPPER IN each cornah of de house. Take it

an' put a 1i'l bit on de flo'. Won'
be long 'fo' dey be fightin'. [Sumter, S. Car., (1368), 2425:1.]

9547. Take cookin' salt an' mix it wit cayenne peppah, ef dey have a rug or

anythin' on de floor, an' spill it in evah cornah in de house. He cannot stay
dere. He'll have tuh leave.
CORNERS OF HOUSE - ALL OF THEM [Jacksonville, Fla., (617),
792:6.]
CROSS SIGN - SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND - "GO" 9548. When person leaves, throw
salt an' red peppah behin' 'im
an' make sign of cross an' tell 'im tuh GO! [Washington, D.C., (?), 817:6.]
9549, Take yo' some red peppah an' salt an' sprinkle in dis person yard in
de night, da'kest night, say dey'll move. Yo' wouldn't be worried wit 'em any
mo'. [Brumswick, Ga., (1217),
DARKEST NIGHT - SALT AND RED PEPPER - IN YARD 2170:10.]
9550. Git a bran'-new box of
NEW SALT AND RED PEPPER ON PORCH salt an' cayenne peppah an' yo'
sprinkle it aroun' in de porch
an' in de rooms. Salt an' peppah makes confusion. Cayenne peppah. [Mobile,
Ala., (6882 701?), 953:4.]
DOOR - SALT AND RED PEPPER AT - CROSSING SPELL 9551, Heard of 'em usin' salt
an' red peppah tuhgethah. Dat
is tuh raise disturbance roun' de home. Mix de salt an' peppah tuhgethah an'
sprinkle it undah de do'sill or somewhere neah de house, an' in crossin' dat,
dat'll teah up a home. [The words doorsill and saddle of the door are infrequent
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in hoodoo usage.] [Wilson, N. Car., (1454), 2643:14.]

9552. Well, they say that they could get a - can you hear what ah say?

(I heard you.)

Well, they tell me they can take a red pepper [ground cayenne pepper from a
box]) and salt and sprinkle that in front of your door. That's to make confusion
and you can't get along there and that [sort of thing]. Why, you'll move. [New
Orleans, La., (835), 1256:5.]

9553. Take some salt an' red peppah an' bury it undah de steps. Dat'll
make 'em leave.

(Make them move out of the house?)

Yessuh. [Memphis, Tenn., (1533), 2750:5.]

9554. Ah hear'd dey take salt an' peppah an' put it undah yuh dohstep, dat'll
hurt choo. [Wilmington, N. Car., (199), 105:6.]

9555. Go tuh yore house ver' [early] mawnin' 'fo' sunrise an' sprinkle salt
undah yore do'step - salt an' red peppah undah each do'step. Dat'll make yo'

move.
BEFORE SUNRISE - SALT AND RED PEPPER AT DOOR (But it must be before sunrise?)
Yes. [Memphis, Tenn., (945),

1525:4.]
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE DOOR 9556. As he leaves yo' kin take
SALT AND PEPPER - INCANTATION dis peppah an' salt togethah an'

sprinkle it all roun' outside
yuh door an' jes' on de inside, an' tell 'em tuh stay out [use some sort of in-
cantation] an' dey won' come in - can't come in.

(That's to keep anyone from staying there.)

Yes sir. [Mobile, Ala., (666), 677:5.]

9557. Yo' take salt an' red peppah dust.

(Suppose that's my door right there [door of interviewing room]. Now, how
would you put that down?)

[Informant goes over to the door.]

Yo' dig a trench [demonstrates].

(Straight out from the door.)

Right near de steps, an' put it [ingredients] in dere [demonstrates]: one,
two, three, an' covah it.

(You make these three trenches right in front of the doorstep and you put one
of these things [piles of mixed salt and red pepper] in each of those trenches
and you cover them up. And then what do you say?)

"Go devill"
(And you say no one can step over that
3 TRENCHES DUG AT RIGHT ANGLES TO DOOR door [doorsill]?)
3 PILES OF SALT AND PEPPER COVERED IN No sir.
[As soon as informant left the room I
added a comment of my own: 'Wilmington,
N.C. The informant did most of this by pantomine: mixing the salt and red pepper,
dividing it into three piles, digging three trenches, filling and covering them.
His few words were mumbled. Hence I had to reconstruct what was acted and spoken
from my own running comments on the telediphone cylinder.] [Wilmington, N. Car.,
(228), 223:1.]
DOORSTEP - SALT AND RED PEPPER UNDER 9558. Heard 'em say dat tuh put bad luck
AS VISITOR LEAVES - THROW SALT AFTER on yo', dey would git some cayenne peppah
an' salt an' bury it at dere step where
yo' come up at - so yo' have tuh walk ovah it.
Aftah yo'd leave out [depart], den dey'd sprinkle some salt on yo' - throw it
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onto yo'. Yo' know, jis' as yo'd be passin' out [through the door], dey'd throw
it on yo' lak dat [demonstrates].

(What will that do then?)

Thet would run yo' away from de place. [Memphis, Tenn., (927), 1509:2.]

9559. Jes' take some red peppah, dis cayenne peppah an' salt, table salt
an' jes' sprinkle it all in de house, an' dat'll cuz confusion or a bad sepa-

ration. [Memphis, Tenn.,
SPRINKLE SALT AND RED PEPPER IN HOUSE FOR SEPARATION (1555), 2829:8.]

9560. Well, jes' lak yo'
9 MORNINGS SCATTER SALT AND RED PEPPER FOR CONFUSION got a good ole man an'

sometimes dey begrudge
yo', well, yo' jes' sprinkle salt an' cayenne peppah aroun' every mawnin' fo'
nine mawnin's, an' dat keeps up a disturbance - keep 'em fightin' an' fussin'.

(That breaks you [a family] up.) [Memphis, Tenn., (1527), 2726:7.])

9561. [You] kin git some simple thing an' jis' git some red peppah - cayenne
peppah - an' salt, an' call 'em in an' have a few word wit 'em, kinda conversa-

tion. An' den aftah [or as] dey go out, throw

it out behin' dem an' jes' sweep it out. Dat's
SWEEP FOOT TRACKS OUT THE DOOR how yo' could do dat. Dat's a 1i'l simple way
SALT AND RED PEPPER ON THEM tuh git rid of anybody dat yo' don't want.

(I see. Now what else could they do?)

Well, dat's about de simplest thing yo' could
do tuh git rid of 'em. [Mobile, Ala., (709), 977:1.]

9562. (How do you do that?)

What you do with a broom? Just like I want you to leave out of this house,
where I'm got tired and sick and disgusted [with you]. All I gotta do is get me
some salt, you see, and some pepper. And just as you leave out, I take the salt
[and pepper] and throw it behind you - throw it down and I take the broom and
sweep. [New Orleans, La., (866), 1403:1.]

9563. I hear say if de rentman come to your house an' yo' ain't got de
money, ain't able to pay him an' yo' don't want him to put yo' out, get yo' a

brand-new box of salt, and a brand-new
SWEEP NEW SALT AND PEPPER FOR RENTMAN box of pepper. Open de door an' don't

use nothin' else but that. Every time
he come dere, sprinkle your house an' sweep it, sweep it in the room an' yo'
won't have no trouble with him. [Norfolk, Va., (465), 458:1.]

9564. As person leaves, sprinkle salt

an' peppah behin' 'im an' say, Go! An’'
INCANTATION AT DOOR WITHOUT SWEEPING don't come back no mo'. [Washington,

D.C., (?), 822:2f.])

9565. They tell me that if you on a job -
like now, if I'm workin' heah with some people an' yo' don't like me. [You say]
"I wish you'd git away from heah," 'cause he [you] got hateful ways or sompin
like that, "stuck-up" [maybe]. They tell me yo' take salt an' cayenne peppah
an' mix it togethah. If you could ketch dem goin' out of do', throw it at 'em
so they won't see it an' sweep it on out. An' they said he won't be deah long.
[Richmond, Va., (346), 289:3.]

9566. Dey say dey sprinkle salt an' peppah in de house an' when dey go out
yo' kin sweep it out behin' 'em an' dey'll move out lak dat. [Brunswick, Ga.,
(1199), 2116:7.)

9567. Yo' kin take red peppah an' salt an' sprinkle it, chew know, where yo'
set down [have been sitting) an' where yo' walk, an' sweep it direct out de do'.
An' if dey keep on doin' dat constant, piles of people tell me, really yo' git
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tuh de place dat yo' couldn't stay dere. [Memphis, Tenn., (940), 1520:9.]
9568. Well, if yo' are here an' ah want chew tuh leave out, ah throw salt
when yo' leave out de doah. Ah throw salt behin' yo' befo' yo' turn - when yo'
turn yuh back tuh leave. Ah throw
VISITOR'S FOOT TRACKS SWEPT OUT TO SIDEWALK salt an' den ah take de broom an'
ah sweep, ah sweep it all out tuh
de sidewalk [sweep the visitor's foot tracks off your property]. An' if yo'
continue tuh return, jis' add some pepper to it an' finely yo'll quit comin'.
[Mobile, Ala., (650), 845:3.]
9569. Ah've heard 'em say they
could take salt an' red peppah
LEFT SHOULDER - SALT AND PEPPER OVER - SWEEP an' make 'em move.
(How would they do that?)
When yo' leave out the house,
dey sprinkle that salt an' [red]
peppah an' sweep it out behin' yo', throw it ovah they left shoulder an' sweep
it out behin' yo'. Den yo'll leave.
(You mean if I were doing that, I would throw it over my left shoulder?)
Yessuh. [Memphis, Tenn., (917), 1485:8.]
9570. Well, dey jes' take salt an' peppah an' mix it tuhgethah - red peppah
an' salt, mix it good tuhgethah an' each time yo' come, put it undah de do'step.
Jes' keep it up undah de do'step,
an' each time yo' come back, jes'
DOORSTEP - SALT AND RED PEPPER UNDER throw it at chew an' yo' know,
ALSO SWEPT OUT THE DOOR take de broom an' sweep it out.
Purtty soon yo' will stay away.
[Fayetteville, N. Car., (1390),

2591:2.]
CUSS DEM..."GO AN' STAY AN' NEVAH COME BACK" 9571. When dey come, jes' mix a
SWEEP SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND HIM little salt an' red peppah tuh-

gethah, an' as dey goes yo'
sprinkle it right on behin' de
do'h an' sweep out - sweep behin' dem. Cuss dem some. Say, "Go an' stay an'
nevah come back."
(They will never come back again.) [Charleston, S. Car., No.518, Doctor
Nelson, 610:11.]
9572. Take salt an' peppah. See, evah time yo' come tuh yore house yo' jes'
throw it behin' 'im an' yo' cuss 'im out. Don't say nuthin good, jes' cuss 'im
out, jes' say, "Go on! Don'
CUSS 'IM OUT THROWING SALT AND PEPPER BEHIND HIM chew come back heah tuh mah
SWEEP 'TM ON OUT [TO]) DE STREET WITH INCANTATION house no mo'." Jes' sweep
'im on out de street. An'
he stay 'way from dere. [Sumter, S. Car., (1351), 2342:5.]
9573. If yo' got a man or a woman an' yo' wanta git rid of 'em, yo' jes' let
'em come in an' yo' take some salt an' peppah an' sweep it out behin' 'em an'
tell 'em, "Git out
GIT OUT HEAH, Y0' DEVIL, YO'...SWEEP SALT AND PEPPER BEHIND heah, yo' devil,
yo'! Don't nevah
come back tuh heah no mo'!" [That is] if yo' wants tuh git rid of 'em. [Bruns-
wick, Ga., (1210), 2147:1.]
9574. Dey tell me dat if yo' on a job - lak now, if ah'm workin' here wid
some people an' yo' don' lak me [you say] "Ah wish yo'd git away from heah",
'cuz he [you] got hateful ways," or sumpin lak dat. Dey tell me yo' take salt
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an' cayenne peppah an' mix it
AZ WISH YO'D GIT AWAY...YO' GOT HATEFUL WAYS  tuhgethah. If yo' ketch dem goin'
SWEEP SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND outa [the] do', throw it at 'em so
dey won't see it, an' sweep it on
ouat. An' dey said he won't be dere long. [Richmond, Va., (346), 387:3.]
9575. If yo' want to keep people away from your house an' afraid that they
kot chah, yo' must always have salt an' red cayenne pepper mixed together. Yo'
take that salt an' cayenne pepper, they
3 TIMES WISH "KEEP OUTA MY HOUSE" people go out. When they come in de house,
SUEEPING SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND yo' don't want 'em to come, yo'd put that
salt and cayenne pepper all behin' 'em.
An' then yo' take de broom an' sweep that off de way that they go out. As yo'
sweep it, make a wish, "Keep outa my house.” See? Well, they do that three
times. An' then they won't come back to your house no more. If they mean yo'
any harm, they ain't comin' back no more. [This is an unusual preparation for
an emergency: You must always have salt an' red cayenne pepper mixed together.
Often materials must be new and remainders discarded.] [Richmond, Va., (348),
291:1 or 348:1.]

ONE PART RED PEPPER INTO FIRE 9576. [If you] wan' 'em tuh move out

OTHER PART WITH SALT AT DOOR - SWEEP sometime or don' wan'a be bothahed wit

nobody dere in dat house, yo' - someone
says tuh put red peppah in de fire an' burn it, an' throw salt ovah de flo', an'
as dey walk out yo' sweep behin' 'em. Sweep it on out an' yo' won' be bothahed
wit 'em no mo'. [Mobile, Ala., (705), 968:3.]

9577. Take yo' some peppah - ah mean red peppah - an' den yo'll fix it, yo'
see, an' yo' go jes' lak yo' wan's tuh pay a visit ovah deah. Yo' go an' set
down deah, see, an' pay a visit, an' den yo' have dat peppah in a lettah [enve-

lope] or sompin an' make lak
YIRE - RED PEPPER INTO - IT AND SALT AT DOORSTEP [pretend] yo' git some fiah
DOWN_TUH DE GROUN' AN' TRAIL IT ON TUH DE CORNAH or light off de stove. An'

yo' take dat peppah an' throw
it in dere - in dat stove yo' see. An' outside, as yo' come on de outside, well
yo' put some of it right down on de stoop an' some salt. Salt an' peppah tuh-
gethah sprinkle it on de stoop, right on de top, right on down tuh de groun' an'
trail it on tuh de cornah [of the street].

(And that makes them move out of the house.)

An' den aftah yo' do dat clean tuh de cornah, jes' take whut chew have leaved
[left] in yore han' - take it an' throw it dat way [demonstrates] tuhwards de
side where de wind is blowin', an' dey'll shore move out in less dan...[Savannah,

Ga., (1271), 2250:4.]
9 MORNINGS SWEEP SALT AND RED PEPPER OUT FRONT DOOR 9578. Understand, listen
good. You take cayenne
pepper an' take dat salt fo' nine mornin's an' sweep it out your front way, an'
betcha dey'll move.

(I see, that's to make the person move out of the house.)

Dere ain't nobody told you dat, have dey?

(Not the nine mornings one.)

I betcha dey'll move. Take cayenne pepper an' table salt an' jes' sprinkle
[and sweep] it out for nine mornin's out your front door. Betcha dey'll move.

[Vicksburg, Miss., (724), 991:6.]
9 TIMES REPEAT INCANTATION "DON' COME BACK" 9579. When dey come in, an' as
SWEEPING SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND VISITOR dey go out - yo'd have yore salt

an' yore peppah, an' as dey walk
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out yo' sprinkle it right behin' 'em. An' as dey go out - yo' have yore broom -
sweep it [salt, pepper, and tracks] from inside right on out. Say, "Don' come
back, don' come back." Yo' repeat dat [incantation] nine tinmes, evah time dey
come an' fine'ly dey'll stop comin'.

(That will keep anybody away - the law or anybody.)

Anybody - de salt an' pepper in dere tracks. [Waycross, Ga., (1116), 1791:7.]

9580. If dey tryin' tuh harm yo' - yo' know, lak dey put down sompin an' yo'
scared yo' walk ovah it - yo' kin take salt an' peppah, red cayenne peppah, an'

weah it in yore shoe.
SALT AND RED PEPPER IN SHOES - PROTECTION AGAINST CUNJURE (What will that do?)

Dat'll - yo' cain't
detect nuthin in yuh feet or anythin'. [Brunswick, Ga., (1192), 2011:6.]

9581, In dis way. Yo' kin git chew some salt an' peppah an' weah it in yore
shoe an' it ain't nuthin in de world dat a person kin do [against you] wit dat
salt an' peppah [in our shoes]. Salt an' peppah keeps down all of dat sorta
thing [conjuration or witchcraft]. But chew has tuh weah good shoes. [The ad-
monition here means you must wear holeless shoes to prevent the leakage of salt
and pepper. Many of my informants wore cast-off shoes, few of them wearing con-
dition, cardboard insoles being common. Remember, the material of these hoodoo
volumes was collected during the Great Depression of the 1930's.] [St. Peters-
burg, Fla., (1027), 1671:12.]

9582, 1If a person tryin' tuh poison yo', yo' kin take peppah an' salt an'
weah it in yore shoes. Evah time yo' put chure shoe on, keep dat red peppah an'
salt in dere [see that it has not leaked out] an' ah don' care whut dey put down,
it cain't Aurt chew. [Wilson, N. Car., (1504), cylinder between 925-928.]

9583. Git salt an' red peppah an' mix all dat up tuhgethah, see, an' put it
in yore shoes. See, pertect yo'self anywhere yo' goes. See, nuthin cain't harm
yo'. Well, ah've heard dat.

(When you walk in anything it wouldn't Aurt you.) [Florence, S. Car., (1288),
2286:6.]

9584. Weah peppah an' salt in yuh shoes tuh git a job. Gits boss's min'
torn up [confused], an' if he hasn't nobody he'll hire yuh. [This rite is for
luck in the sense that any cunjure to keep you from obtaining the job will fail.]
[Wilmington, N. Car., (336), 274:6.]

9585, Suppose somebody wan'a poison you or put choo down an' fix you so you
ain't able to move or walk. You go to work an' git choo de rock salt, an' you

take that rock salt, you pound
PULVERIZED ROCK SALT - NEW RED PEPPER - IN SHOES that rock salt up [as fine] as

sugar. You take ciyine
[cayenne] peppah w'at's never been used [a new box of cayenne pepper]. You put
it into it [the pulverized rock salt] an' mix it, an' wear it in your shoe. An'
nobody kin put nuthin down to harm you. [New Orleans, La., (803), 1120:3.]

9586. Well, they say if you see a mark is made at your gate, or in de road

or anywhere where you gotta pass around, say you take an' git you a pod of red
pepper. Put nine seeds [from
SALT - 9 SEEDS FROM RED PEPPER POD IN EACH SHOE the red pepper pod] in each
shoe and you kin put salt,
table salt in there and wear it. If not that, you kin just take and sprinkle a
little in your shoe.

(What will that do?)

And then you kin walk on over it and it won't hurt cha.

(I see.) [Vicksburg, Miss., (731), 1001:3.]

9587. [My informant gives the complete rite first and then much later during
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the interview adds a note about it.]

And then they say you kin take and put salt and pepper in your shoe, if you
wanta git a fellow. You know, take salt and pepper and put it in and wear it in
your shoes.

(In both shoes?)

Yes, in both shoes - yes.

(That's to get him?)

You know, they have a little saying about:

If you want a fellow,

I'll tell you what to do

Just get some salt and pepper
And wear it in your shoe

Just red pepper, you know. Not black pepper, but red pepper you know.
(That's a little song, you say?)
Yes, but you wanta get a box of salt that ain't even been used out of, you
see. Go to the store and buy you a brand-new box of salt. Then you wanta get
you a strand of [red] pepper [pep-

XEW SALT - 3 UNUSED RED PEPPER PODS per pods] where's never any been
CUT 1 POD IN HALF - HALF IN EACH SHOE used off it. See, if there's any
SPRINKLE SALT ON HALVES IN SHOES - WISH been used off it, it's not any
REPFAT THIS RITE FOR ALL 3 PODS good. See, get you a strand of

3 PODS - 6 HALVES - 3 SPRINKLES - 3 WISHES pepper where there's none ever been
IF MAN DOES NOT RETURN WITHIN 3 DAYS used off it. And then you get a
REPEAT RITE - WITHIN 9 DAYS - REPEAT: pod - you get you three pods of

9 PODS - 18 HALVES - 9 SPRINKLES - 9 WISHES pepper in your shoe. And you cut

one up in one shoe and you cut the
other up. You cut half a one [pod] in this one [shoe] and half in the other
[shoe]. And each time you cut the pepper you sprinkle some of that salt, you
see, and make your wish.

(In doing that you use three pods of pepper?)

Yes, you use three pods.

(You put half in one shoe and half in the other?)

Half in one and half in the other.

(And you cut the second pepper in half?)

Yeah, you...

(I [you] cut the first pepper in half, then you put some salt on top of that
in the shoe and make your wish?)

And make your wish.

(Then you take another pepper and cut it in half and put it in the shoe, and
then put salt and make the wish, that way?)

Yes, three times.

(I see.)

That makes just three times cuttin' [3 peppers or cut] and you make your wish
to see him. And then you wait three days to see him. An' he doesn't do like you
want him to do in those three days, why you do that again, you see. But you use
three pods of pepper then. Well, probably see, he might come but not up to like
you'd like for him to come. Well, you'd use three more, see. That makes nine
pods, see, and then that makes nine days. See, everything works at nine days.
And you know, they say for the right conjuration and for it to do right like you
want it to do, you wants to work it on the last quarter of the moon, when it's
dark nights, and then you see the results on the growing of the new moon. You
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see, as the new moon grows, why he'll come to you. [This is often called a put-
ting-together rite. 1In the following subsection see onion cut into 4 parts,
No.9596.] [Elizabeth City, N. Car., (438), 391:4.]
9588. De salt an' peppah that chew wear in yore shoe, that's to make some-
one - well, see, lak if yo' wanta man or a woman an' yo' can't git a chance out
dem. An' yo' make yore wishes an'
INFORMANT COMMENTS ABOUT HIS PRECEDING RITE put dis salt an' peppah in it.
THE 3 RED PEPPERS HALVED [Here I turned off machine to ask
if this was the same or a similar
rite to the three red-peppers one.] Yes, yo' use three pods of red peppah. Yo'
put one whole one [red-pepper pod] in one shoe an' one whole one in de othah
shoe, but chew cut dem in half, see. Yo' put half one in each one [shoe]. Yo'
put half in dis shoe [he indicates the right] an' half in de left one, an' yo' do
them pods like that an' de third pod...see, that makes a pod an' a half in each
one [shoe]. An' yo' put the sulphur an' salt in that. [Informant has added sul-
phur.] An' see, yo' use dese cork soles [insoles], or yo' just use a paper [in-
sole] ovah there, see, or yo' kin take up dat little inner sole an' just put it
down [put mixture under insole] in yore shoe. An' dey say that'll bring a man
to yo' or bring a woman to yo'. Yo' make yore wishes. [Elizabeth City, N. Car.,
(438), 407:2.)

(3) SALT AND RED PEPPER WITH OTHER INGREDIENTS

9589. Yo' git some black peppah - jes' lak ah'd wan' chew tuh move outa mah
house. Ah'd git some of yore black peppah an' some salt, an' go tuh a grocery
sto' an' git chew [me] some'a dis
SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - AT DOOR red peppah [either because you do
not keep any or it must be new] an'
mix dat up an' throw it right undah - right 'fore yore do'. Dat'll natchly wanta
git chew out. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1032), 1679:2.]

9590. To get a person away from a place, if you don't want 'em there, there's

little simple things you can go to the grocer and get. [This means all ingredi-

ents must be new.] You get you
SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - ALL NEW some black pepper, some cayenne
THROW UNDER HOUSE 9 NIGHTS - DON'T LOOK BACK pepper, table salt, and you mix

it well together. Then you throw
it, when you git a chance at night when everybody's quiet and sleepin. You throw
it under the house. [Small houses in the lowlands are raised aboveground.] You
do that for nine times.

(The same night?)

No, every night for nine nights. See? And on the ninth night you throw that
stuff and that same ingredient under the house. And then you walk away and never
look back, and they'll soon disappear.

(Move out of that house?)

Yes, sir. [New Orleans, La., (851), 1317:3.]

9591. Jis' like you had wife, yo' know, an' I [a woman] wanted you [a man].
Well, I could git 16 pods of pepper an' take 9 of those seeds out of all them
16 pods of peppah, 9 out of each one [= 144 seed or 12x12 seed]. An' I git into
your bedroom where you all sleep. An' I got cayenne pepper [as well as pod pep-
per seed] and salt and black pepper. An' if I want you [a man] out, I'll find
out what side de bed she sleep on an' put it [salt, cayenne pepper and black
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pepper] under de sheets. An' when you all go to bed they'll [you two] git into
the biggest argument an' git to fighting an' everything. See, 1'll go [away].
All the way I go, jis' drop them

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER seeds right in the way I go. She

PUT IN BED OF MAN AND WOMAN BY OUTSIDER [sex changed here] goin' go right
WHD ON LEAVING THEIR HOUSE SCATTERS 144 SEEDS behind them seeds. [Intention
OR 9 SEEDS FROM EACH OF 16 PEPPER PODS is the power behind this rite.

If the man scattering the seeds
wants the woman, she will follow the seeds to his house; if a woman scatters the
seeds, the man will follow her home. Also by intention the seeds could also lead
to the river or cemetery, or merely a jail.] [Memphis, Tenn., (971), 1571:7.]

9592, Yo' git chew some bluestone an'
SALT - RED PEPPER - BLUESTONE - WEAR tote dat in yore pocket an' a little red
peppah an' salt an' tote dat wid chew.
Dey can't har'ly [hardly] - can't do a thing wit chew. [Sumter, S. Car., (1378),
2547:10.]
9593. Ah heard dat chew could take some red peppah, cayenne peppah, an' some
bluestone an' some salt an' black peppah. Dat's fo' luck. Well, yo' take an'
sew hit up into a rag
SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - BLUESTONE - IN SHOE an' wears it in yore
shoe an' dat'll keep
yo' hot, dey say. [Does cayenne pepper explain red pepper or is the latter
broken pieces of a pepper pod?]
(That's for luck?)
Fo' luck. [Waycross, Ga., (1136), 1847:9.]
9594, 1'll tell you what I would do [to make a person move]. I would get
some bluestone and salt and pepper, and put that down right beside of the house
and wish them to go, and they're
SALT - PEPPER - BLUESTONE - NEAR HOUSE - WISH bound to go. [Fredericksburg,
Va., by Ediphone.]

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLUESTONE 9495, All she gotta do is tuh
THROW 3 TIMES OVER GATE go tuh work an' take some cookin'
"BREAKS UP DE HOME" salt an' some red peppah an' some

bluestone an' beat it all up tuh-
gethah. An' den she ain't got a thing tuh do but jes' pass by de gate where de
lady lives an' jes' throw it three times ovah de gate where yo' bound tuh cross
it, chew know, comin' in an' out. Yo' won't go dere any more. Dat breaks up de
home,
(That breaks up the man and this other woman?)
Yes, an' he'll come back tuh 'is wife. An' stay. [Mobile, Ala., (680), 906:2.]
9596. If de law's bothahin' yo', yo' kin take de onion an' de garlic an' cut
it in fo' equal parts. Yo' jis' take de garlic, yo' don't cut it all; yo' jis'
take diff'ren' pods, pieces
CUT ONION INTO 4 PARTS - TAKE 4 [CLOVES] OF GARLIC [cloves] yo' know. An' yo'
[4 DIVISIONS OF BOTH GUARD "4 CORNERS OF THE WORLD"] wuse eithah de white or de

PUT ON QUARTERED ONION SALT AND RED PEPPER red onion, an' yo' kin jis'
YHEN SPRINKLE WITH BLUESTONE AND SALTPETER cut it yo' know, in fo'

[4 SUBSTANCES WERE USED ON THE 4 PIECES OF ONION] parts. An' go an' yo' po'
SCATTER MIXTURE ABOUT HOUSE a whole box of table salt
BURN THE GARLIC FIRST NIGHT AND WEAR IN BAG ovah it, an' den yo' po' a
ALL KEEPS LAW AWAY whole box of red peppah

ovah it, an' sprinkle a
1i'l saltpetah an' a 1i'l bluestone on it. Dat'll keep de law out chure house.
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(What do you do with that garlic?)

Well, yo' take dat garlic an' burn it. It's fo' luck. Yo' take dat garlic
an' put it in a 1i'l bag an' fold it up an' wit all kinds - all kinda diff'ren’
li'le pieces of stuff dat chew use wit it. Weah it. Yo' know weah dat garlic.

(How do you keep the law away with that onion after you prepare it? What do
you do with that onion?)

Yo' take dat onion an' continue tuh burn it till de third mawnin', an' dat'll
keep de law away.

(Where do you do that - burn that?)

Well, yo' take it de firs' night an' let it burn up dere, yo' see. Sprinkle
it all round yore house. [In preceding subsection see 3 pepper pods halved,
No.9587.)] [Memphis, Tenn., (959), 1543:11.]

9597. Well, now, yo' see, jes' lak yo' had a house. Yo' wanted tuh rent it
an' yo' wanted tuh be lucky on it. Well, yo' take an' go tuh a person, say,

""Well, ah'll rent
SALT - 9 PODS RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - 3 GRAINS CALOMEL yo' dat house fo'
IN BAG - OVER DOOR OR UNDER RIGHT CORNER OF DOOR so much." Well,
"ALWAYS BE LUCKY IN DAT HOME'" - ESPECIALLY IN RENTING now yo' wants tuh
be lucky in rentin'
it. Yo' go tuh work den an' yo' take yo' some black peppah, some salt, an' take
yo' nine pods of red peppah, an' yo' take yo' three grains of calomel.

(Is that the stuff you take for your bowels?)

Dat's right. Take dat an' yo' put it all tuhgethah an' yo' put dat in a bag
[making a hand). Yo' take den an' yo' carry it tuh yore home an' yo' lay it
right up ovah de do', or eithah put it right undah de right cornah of yore do'-
step. Well, yo'll always be lucky in dat home. [Waycross, Ga., (1097), 1766:10.)

9598. If yo' don't know dey name or sompin lak dat, git chew some salt, black
peppah an' sugah an' ground real fine. Yo'll have tuh beat it as a powdah. Jes'
take yore rollah an' roll it jes' intuh a powdah. Sprinkle it all aroun' yore

house, yo' see, tuh keep
SALT - BLACK PEPPER - SUGAR - SPRINKLE ROUND HOUSE off all evils. Yo' sprinkle

"TUH KEEP OFF ALL EVILS" red peppah an' lye behin'

OVER IT SCATTER RED PEPPER AND LYE it. Dat simple thing.
"CHLORINE SALVE'" AN ACID ABOUT YOU FOR ENEMIES Den yo' kin git chew some
"CHLORIDE SALVE WITHOUT ASIC' DRAWS FRIENDS dis chlorine salve. It's

whut chew call - it's sompin
lak a asic [acid] - an' dat keeps anyone from roun' yore house, close aroun'.
Yo' kin use it about chure body, dat draws all yore enemies away. An' yo' kin
use it as a chloride salve, jes' plain chloride salve without asic an' as adraw-
in' card, fo' people's tuh yo'. But jes' dis plain chloride asic is tuh keep
'em from yo', from doin' yo' bodily harm. [Memphis, Tenn., (1518), 2695:4.]
9599, Well, ah tell yo', yo'
SALT - RED PEPPER - CITRONELLA - GAMBLING HAND kin git chew some salt an' red
peppah an' oil of citronella
an' weah dat bag intuh yuh pocket each night when yo' go out gamblin'. [Memphis,
Tenn., (949), 1530:11.)
SALT - RED PEPPER - COAL OIL - IN SHOES 9600. Yo' kin weah red peppah in yore
shoes an' salt an' coal oil [kerosene].
Dat keeps anybody else from doin' anythin' tuh yo'. [Memphis, Tenn., (954),
1540:2.]
9601. Salt, peppah, devil's snuff [all] in bag, carried in right-hand pocket
to boss. Look 'im in eye when askin' fo' job. [Devil's snuff originally was
the powder from puffballs - various fungi of the family Lycoperdaceae (class
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Bagidiomycetes) - globular shaped, discharging ripe spores when pressed. As a

boy I found their brown powder or smoke inter-

SALT - PEPPER - DEVIL'S SNUFF  esting, though warned that it was poisonous,

and did not know puffballs were mushrooms. The
plant must have been specially created for old-fashioned rooitmen, but 1 suspect
enterprising hoodoo drugstores in later years manufactured a devil's snuff of
their own. [Washington, D.C., (638),
824:8.]

SALY - PEPPER - EAST-SIDE-OF-HOUSE DIRT 9602. Dey tell me that chew go to de
east side of yore house an' yo' dig a
small little pail full of dirt an' yo'

pat hit full of salt an' peppah an' yo' put hit right out in front of yore door

vhere yo' gotta enter de steps an' dey say hit'll keep it away but...
(That will keep the law away?)
[My use of word '"law", already used by informant, causes nervousness. ]
BUT AH DON'T KNOW ABOUT IT! AH'VE NEVAH TRIED IT! Your enemies, well dat's

de laws. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1009), 1633:10.]

9603. Well, yo' git some fish brine an' some gingah an' red peppah an' boil
it tuhgethah an' put it about; wit a teaspoonful of spirits of turpentine which
is hot, gives it powah,

SALT [= FISH BRINE] - RED PEPPER - GINGER - TURPENTINE see. An' yo' take dat

AT DOORSTEP TO MAKE PERSON MOVE an' boil it an' go dere
an' sprinkle yore house
round yore do'steps. An' dey gotta go when dey git a place dey don't wanta stay
dere, an' dey'll move without [giving you] any trouble.
(There won't be any trouble getting them out of the house.) [Washington,

D.C., (638), 825:1.]

9604. Take yo' some red peppah, sulphuh an' table salt, or eithah graveyard
dirt, an' put it in a little cloth an' put it in de bottom of de shoe an' weah
it. [That graveyard dirt

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - [OR] GRAVEYARD DIRT is a part of preceding com-

IN SHOES FOR PROTECTION bination and not a substitute
for it, see following rite
about graveyard dirt from near headboard of grave.]
(What will that do then?)
Dey can't Aurt chew.
(You walk over anything and it couldn't Aurt you?)
Yes. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1397), 2515:5.]
9605. I heard a woman said once that she could go in the graveyard and get
the dirt from [at] the headboard of a sinnerman, not a Christian, and she said
she could put salt and pep-

SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR - HEADBOARD GRAVEYARD DUST per and sulphah wit that

THROWN AT UNWELCOME VISITOR and throw it on the person,
and they would never pay
them a visit again. [Rich-
mond, Va., (406), 361:5.]

SALT - RED PEPPER - LYE - AGAINST THEFT 9606. If he steppin' out
'is house, put dat [red]
peppah an' put dat salt an' scrub 'is house out wit lye. An' sprinkle dat lye
all roun' 'is house an' sprinkle dat salt all roun' yore house, an' put dat
peppah roun' dere. An' anybody won't bothah nuthin.
(They won't steal anything?)
No. Jis' de red peppah. [Little Rock, Ark., (885), 1460:3.]
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9607. Ah've heard dat dey take salt
SALT OR SULPHUR -~ RED PEPPER - GUNPOWDER or sulphur an' gunpowdah an' red pep-

pah [and] by puttin' it down at yuh
do' makin' yuh fortunate - make yuh have luck. [Wilmington, N. Car., (234),
159:7+85.]

9608. Yo' kin git 'im back easy. Well, ah tell yo' 'zackly how yo' do dat.
Yo'll git chew two pods of red peppah. One pod - yo' take dat peppah [inside]
out'a it. One pod yo' put gunpowdah in; de nex' pod yo' put salt [in it].

(How many pods do you use
REMOVE INSIDE FROM A RED PEPPER -~ FILL WITH SALT now, two or three?)

AND GUNPOWDER ~ TIE END ~ CALL HIS OR HER NAME Yo' use one - two today an'
ASK LORD TO BRING HUSBAND OR WIFE BACK - LIGHT two tuhmahrah. Well, yo'
POWDER "WUSH'" - SALT MELTS -~ HE OR SHE RETURNS don' have tuh use any mo' of

[more than] dat. Well, yo'
take hit. Aftah yo' fill it wit de gunpowdah an' de salt, yo' tie it, de end
of it. Whatevah she [her] name or whatevah he [his] name, she call he name.
Don't use no plain [every-day] lan'wish [use religious language]. Jes' say,
""Mah Lord, ah wants mah husban' or mah wife back home." Git right in de front
of yore do' an' set fiah tuh it [this package]. Put fiah tuh it. An' den when
hit burn - yo' see, dat powdah - say, "Wush'" [sound of powder burning]. An' dat
salt'll molt [dissolve] away. An' ah'll bet he'll come [back] an' stay. [This
was informant's last rite. After she left the interviewing room, I comment to
my machine: "End of 1217. This old woman almost ran me crazy.' That sort of
notation I rarely made. What she had done to disturb me, I no longer remember.
Though not one of my better informants, her subject matter was not impossible.
For some of it see: HOODOO, vol.l: p.24, No.38; p.111l, No.375; p.425, No.1l1l60;
p.494, No.1565; p.522, No.1715; p.598, No.2049; p.599, No.2059; p.647, No.2297;
etc.] [Brunswick, Ga., (1217), 2069:7.]

9609. [Take] de person name an' write it down an' git chew some salt an'
peppah, an' when dey come in jes' sweep it back out.

[Informant had started with a letter be-
fore recording began. ]
SALT - PEPPER ~ NAME BURNED TO ASHES (Why do you write that name down? What
SWEEP OUT BEHIND AN UNWANTED VISITOR do you do with that?)
Write 'em a lettah - jes' lak yo' gona
write 'em a lettah - tell 'em stay away
from your house, an' burn it up intuh a ashes. When dey come in, take dat salt
an' peppah an' throw it down dere an' den sweep it back out.

(What do you do with the ashes then?)

Sweep it out 'hin' [behind] 'em.

(You mean with this salt and pepper [and letter ashes], sweep it out behind
them. I see.) [Mobile, Ala., (653), 855:3.]

9610. Dey'll go 'head an' come heah an' put some salt an' peppah. An' dey'll
come to yore house - an' at night yo' know, or any time yo' know at chure ab-
sence - an' dey'll sprinkle it all up dere. An' den dey'll put chure name in

dat. Write it as dey goin' off fo'
SALT AND PEPPER SPRINKLED AT YOUR HOUSE vacation. An' when dey do dat, dey
NOTE LEFT TELLING YOU TO TAKE A VACATION kin leave it an' within nine days
SAY "VACATE" - WITHIN 9 DAYS YOU LEAVE yo'll have tuh go.

(They write your name on a piece of
paper and say that you are going on a vacation?)

Taking a vacation. An' den put salt an' peppah. When yo' leave an' when yo'
walkin' dat way, an' yo'll move within nine days.
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(Where will you put this paper?)

Put it in de shoes.

(Who wears it? Would you wear that if you were trying to harm me?)

Dey put it in yore shoes, see, 'cuz jis' lak dis, [if] dey couldn't git to
yo'. An' dey put yore name in dey shoe, an' den dey put a little dat salt an'
peppah. An' when dey go dere dey'll sprinkle [salt and pepper], an' within nine
days yore gone. [I turn off machine and then turn it on again for missed por-
tion. ]

(When they sprinkle it, they just say ''vacate.'" But you have my name on this
paper in your shoe, and you sprinkle this salt and pepper around my house?)

In yore name. [Little Rock, Ark., (893), 1464:5.]

9611. They say they take pepper and onions and table salt, and put that to-
gether and name it, and throw it in the fire and burn it, and it will cause a

confusion in the family between a man and

his wife. [Elizabeth City, N. Car., (182),
SALT - PEPPER - NAME - ONION - BURN 400:6.]

9612. If you want a person to move, you

have to take a stormy night when it is
raining real hard. But you gotta take a couple of pods of red pepper and nine
pinches of salt and you gotta burn it. Parch it in the oven to look like dirt

you know and just cook it

SALT 9 PINCHES - SEVERAL PODS OF RED PEPPER right together. Brown it
PARCH INTO POWDER - WRITE VICTIM'S NAME 9 TIMES till it looks like dirt.
PFORWARDS - 9 TIMES BACKWARDS - PARCH THIS PAPER And take a plain paper, if
MIX BOTH POWDERS - DO EVERYTHING ON A STORMY NIGHT you know de person's name -
OS RAINY NIGHT SPRINKLE MIXTURE AT ENEMY'S HOUSE you don't, you find it out.
XEVER LOOKING BACK GOING OR RETURNING Write his name nine times
ENEMY WILL LEAVE FROM 3 TO 9 DAYS forwards and nine times

backwards. [To write for-
axards and backwards means to write the name normally turn the paper upside down,
repeating the name on top of the first one. This is called crossing names. ]
Then parch the paper, salt and pepper all together and make a powder. Den a
stormy night like we done having storms and all, don't care if it raining hard,
you go up to their hall. Don't look back [going or returning] and throw this
stuff and come on out. And they'll move in less time from three to nine days.
They won't stay there. They kin own the property, they'll rent it out, but they
won't stay. [Norfolk, Va., (492), 530:4.]
9613. Well, lak dey are goin' in a path - dey'll git in dat path an' de fo'ks
of de road an' stop an' turn aroun' [turn around on your heel making hole in
ground]. Put some pepper
an' salt in dat [and spit]
AFTER WHIRLING ON YOUR HEEL IN THE SAND in de pathway [in the heel
OF ENEMY'S FOOTPRINT AT FORK OF ROAD hole made in the pathway].
DROP INTO HOLE SALT AND PEPPER - SPIT - INCANTATION (What will that do?)
Dat supposed tuh git chew
confused. Dey have a cer-
tafin scripture tuh read fo' dat dough. [If scripture (Scriptures) here means the
Bible, it could be something like: Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity
(Psa.6:8); but the scripture is more likely to be something like, Go! God damn
you!]
(Well, what about that spitting?)
Dat spittin' is supposed tuh confuse yo'. [Mobile, Ala., (702), 962:3.]
9614. They kin take salt, cayenne peppah an' saltpetah an' sprinkle it. Take
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off of [back of] old broken looking glass that quicksilvah-like, yo' know, an'
mix it all togethah.

SALT - RED PEPPER - SALTPETER - QUICKSILVER - TO MOVE They kin throw it right

up in the door an' sprin-

kle it all aroun' the door. An' that'll make yo' move. [Memphis, Tenn., (960),

1544:4.)
SALT - RED PEPPER - OLD MAN'S OLD SHOE ASHES - LAW 9615. Get a ole shoe of a
ole man an' burn it up, an'
dén take de ashes an' red peppah an' salt. An' if de law comes, whenevah he
leaves [you have] tuh throw dis behin' 'im, an' he won' come back any mo'. [Nor-

folk, Va., (?), 524:3.]

9616. Den if yo' - if somebody wus in some business, got a lotta trade-like,
an' yo' wanta break it up. Well, yo' could git some soda an' salt an' red peppah
an' put it togethah. Mix it

SALT - RED PEPPER - SODA - TO BREAK UP A BUSINESS up togethah. An' when yo' go

into dis place where dey are
at - where de business is goin' on at - yo' could sprinkle it round in dere on de
flo'. An' ah know fo' a fact dat it is good.
(It will break up their business.)
Break up their business. [Savannah, Ga.,
| (1275), 2267:2.]
SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SUGAR 9617. (To make somebody move?)

SPRINKLE BEHIND PERSON LEAVING HOUSE Yeah. Yo' git salt an' yo' git sugah an'
yo' git cayenne peppah an' yo' mix dose
tuhgethah. An' as dis person goin' outa
de house, why yo' jis' sprinkle dat on

behin' 'em. Dey're goin' some place. [Memphis, Tenn., (938), 1517:8.]

9618. Wal, ah tell yuh how dey do dat. Dey take
SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR some salt an' sulphuh an' red peppah an' mix it

SPRINKLE AT DOORSTEP TO MOVE tuhgethah. Go dere at night, chew know, an'

sprinkle it ovah huh po'ch [her porch], right

down in fron' of 'er do'step. Den she gits all intendin' tuh leave dere. She

can't stay on account'a dat red peppah jis' rumns 'er crazy.

(That will make her move out of the house.) [St. Petersburg, Fla., (991),

1598:9.]

9619. Yo' kin take salt an' yo' kin take sulphuh and yo' git red peppah. An'

kin throw it aroun' peoples' do' an' dey cain't stay in de house. [Little

Rock, Ark., (887), 1461:6.]
SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 9620. Take sulphur an' salt, cayenne peppah an'
UNDER OR AROUND HOUSE spread it roun' yore house - undah de house or
roun' in de house. If yo' got any enemies or any-
thin' put down dere, it'll kill it. [Wilson, N. Car., (1499), 2667:17.]
9621. Take cayenne peppah an' salt when yuh [visitor] go out de do', an'
sulphuh, an' take yore broom an' sweep 'em out. An' let chure broom go on
[sweeping] out in de street
SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - THROW INTO TRACKS behin' 'em an' dey won't come
SWEEP FROM DOOR INTO STREET back soon. De way dey go, let
de broom go [sweep] dat way.
[Little Rock, Ark., (887),

yo

1463:2.]
SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - THROW BEHIND 9622. Jes' lak he visit de
CURSE AND SWEEP VISITOR'S TRACKS home backwards an' forwards

[visits frequently]. Evah



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3811

time he leave yo' jes' take some cayenne peppah an' sulphuh an' salt, an' throw
it behin' 'im an' make a curse or somepin or 'mothah an' sweep 'is track. He'll
bhave tuh go away.

(That will make him stay away?)

Dat's right. He couldn't stay dere. [Sumter, S. Car., (1347), 2329:10.]

9623. Yo' git some sulphuh an' red peppah an' strew roun' yore house fo' ten
mawnin's befo' de sunrise - sulphuh an' peppah an' table salt, an' jes' throw it

roun' yuh house fo' ten mawn-

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR in's, evah mawnin' befo' de
SCATTER ROUND YOUR HOUSE AND BOSS'S HOUSE - WISH sun rise. An' if yo' know

10 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE where dis man lives, yo' go

ON 11TH DAY YOU WILL GET JOB tuh 'is house an' do de same

thing. Jes' throw dat peppah
jes' as yo' go in. Yo' jes' throw dat peppah up an' down until yo' git tuh de
do', an' yo' throw it out lak dat an' make yore wish. An' de 'leventh mawnin'
dey say yo'll git a job. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1447), 2725:10.]

9624. Sulphah an' red peppah an' put nine teaspoonsful of salt in it, an'
bury it to de back do' an' to yore front do', an' dey couldn't stay dere tuh
save dere life. Dey may stay two or three weeks but dey won' stay.

(You mean in the house or around
9 TEASPOONSFUL SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR the house?)

BURY AT FRONT AND BACK DOORSTEPS No, yo' jes' bury it right undah
yore back steps. An' den go to
yore front step an' bury it 'bout de same place - under de front steps. An'
dey couldn't stay dere to save dere life. [Sumter, S. Car., (1380), 2451:8.]

9625. They always say if anybody is bothering you or making you git out de
bouse, they gets five cents worth of new cayenne pepper, five cents of sulphur,
and there's something else you stole, and a box of new salt. Sprinkle it in de
doorsill every morning for nine mornings and make a wish and let 'em walk over

that.
3 MEW THINGS: SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR (And this is to do what now?)
AND SOMETHING STOLEN Jes' to make 'em get dissatisfied,
SPRINKLE 9 MORNINGS ON DOORSILL - WISH make 'em move out.
OR BURN THESE INGREDIENTS IN STOVE (Move out of the house. I see.)

In other words, you kin take the
=xme thing - sulphur, cayenne pepper and salt, and de stuff whatever you stole,
ad burn it on your stove. And the scent goes out and they says that will run
‘em out.
(Run them out of the house.) [Richmond, Va., (428), cylinder near 382+85.]
9626. An' den yo' take black [red?] peppah an' salt an' sulphuh - those three
things: red peppah, salt, sulphuh. An' burn it in yore fiahplace an' dat'll run
enemies away from yore house. [Fayette-
SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR ville, N. Car., (948), 2529:8.]
BURN IN FIREPLACE TO KEEP ENEMIES AWAY 9627. If yo' goin' tuh git a job, git
up in de mawnin', or even if de sto's
now open tuhnight, git chew a package
SALT NEW - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR of cookin' salt. Open dat salt. Po'
TIE IN CORNER OF HANDKERCHIEF some salt in de cornah of a large han'-
WEAR IN RIGHT POCKET AND SEE BOSS kerch'ef. Yo' put red peppah in dere
an' sulphuh, an' yo' tie it up. Put it
im yore right pocket an' go [to see boss]. An' if de man don' hire yo' dat day,
ulry dey'll tell yo' tuh come [back], an' de nex' time yo' go back yo' git a job.
{Bransvick, Ga., (1214), 2160:15.]
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9628. Yo' kin git chew sulphuh an'
salt an' red peppah an' tie it up an'
SALT ~ RED PEPPER - SULPHUR whenevah yo' gits roun' 'im...
TIE UP - "FEED" HEARTS COLOGNE - FOR JOB (Round the boss.)
Yo' be talkin' tuh 'im - an' Hearts
Cologne, git dat Hearts Cologne. Yo'
keep it wet chew know. Yo' talkin' tuh 'im. He give yo' a job. [Brunswick,
Ga., (1217), 2169:8.]
SALT - 9 PODS RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - SALTPETER 9629. Well, git chew some salt-
WEAR IN BAG FOR PROTECTION petah an' some table salt, a
little sulphuh, an' take dat an'
nine pods of red peppah an' yo' jes' make a little bag an' yo' weahs dat. Dat's
all.

(What will that do then?)

Dat's to keep it back. Dat kill evahthin'. Can't git up to yo' 'cuz dat keep
it off.

(That is to protect you.) [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1022), 1654:4.]

9630. Yo' kin take some salt an' some sulphuh an' some red peppah an' tote
it in yuh pocket in a piece of red flannel an' can't nobody hurtcha [hurt you].

[Waycross, Ga., (1072),
SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - IN RED FLANNEL - WEAR 1732:4.]

9631. If dey puttin' any-

thin' down tuh hurt chew,

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - IN SHOES yessuh, yo' could pertec'

yo'self. Well, yo' could
go ahead an' take sulphuh, red peppah an' salt an' weah it - put it in de bottom
of yore shoe. Weah it up undah dat little bitta place, yo' know, dat's made in
yore shoe ~ up undah dere, on de inside [under the insole]. Weah dat in yore
shoe. Sat dat [cunjure] won' do yo' harm. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1409),
2523:1.]

9632. Put sulphuh an' salt an' red peppah in yuh shoes an' weah it in dere
all de time. Den yo' kin step ovah it an' it won't do nuthin tuh yuh. [Sumter,
S. Car., (1345 or 1346), 2328:8.]

9633. If anybody tryin' tuh harm yo', yo' take some sulphuh, use some cayenne
peppah, dis cayenne peppah whut's grind up [ground up)] an' dis sulphuh an' some
new salt - cookin' salt [not the coarse salt fed to animals]. Yo' weah it in
yore shoe an' dey can't harm yo'. [Savannah, Ga., (1260), 2239:7.]

9634. Yo' weah sulphuh, salt or eithah cayenne peppah [or] red peppah in
yore shoes.

(What would that do then?)

That keeps yo' from ketchin' anythin' dat's put down fo' yo' if yo' walkin'
ovah it. [Waycross, Ga., (1061), 1720:4.]

9635. Yo' kin take yo' some ground red peppah
SALT AND CAYENNE PEPPER AT DOOR [cayenne pepper], sulphuh an' table salt. An'
SULPHUR IN SHOES yo' kin throw dat roun' yore do', or yo' kin
put dat in yore shoes - sulphur in yore shoes.
Yo' kin walk on dat sulphuh an' nobody can't harm yo'. [Florence, S. Car.,
(1326), 2269:9.]
SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SULPHUR 9636. If dey put anything down fo'
SPRINKLE WHERE YOU WALK - WEAR IN SHOES yo', yo' undahstan' to hwurt chew or
cripple yo' or anythin' so yo' can't
walk. Yo' take dat peppah, cayenne peppah an' salt an' sulphuh, an' mix dat
tuhgethah an' sprinkle it aroun' undah yore do'step, an' aroun' yore place whare
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yo' walk. Quite nec'sary [necessary] yo' weah some of dat in yore shoes. Well
yo' see, dey can't do anythin' to yo', can't Aurt chew when yo' got dat peppah
in dere. It keeps dat down. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1012), 1637:5.]

9637. If yo' know anyone tryin' tuh harm yo' roun' yore home, yo' git chew

some dis heah bluestone, an' sulphuh, red peppah, an' salt. Mix all of dat up

togethah. Evah mawnin'
SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - BLUESTONE - IN SHOES [you] come outa yuh house,

befo' yo' hit de flo', [I
mean] hit de groun', yo' take dat dust an' go along wit [use] dat dust - evah
mnin' befo' yo' come up. An' aftah yo' do dat, why take a li'le bit of it an'
sprinkle it right in de bottom of yuh shoes, both shoes. Put on yuh shoes an'
go anywheres. Dey can't harm yo' none, regardless [of what they put down for
you]. [Florence, S. Car., (1331), 2390:7.]

9638. Ah tell yo' whut chew kin do. Yo' read de 54th Psalm. Yo' evah read

de Bible? [Since I do not answer, did I nod my head up and down, or shake it
sideways. Informant did not know
he was talking to a clergyman.]
SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SULPHUR - SALTPETER An' yo' takes saltpetah, take cay-
WEAR IN SHOES - READ PSALM 54 enne peppah, an' yo' takes table
YO' EVAH READ DE BIBLE? salt. An' yo' take each one-a yore
shoes an' yo' sprinkle yore shoes
wit dat sulphur, a teaspoonful'a
sulphur. Jes' sprinkle yore shoes wit dat an' walk anywhere yo' want. Nobody
can't do nuthin tuh yo' about chew walkin' on anythin'. Nevah min' [mind] about
dat [walking on anything]. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1016), 1644:2.]
9639. Take some peppah [seeds] an' salt an'
take some of yore chambah lye an' scattah it
SALT - RED PEPPER SEEDS - URINE aroun' de do' an' den sweep it. Yo' kin
SWEEP AFTER UNWELCOME VISITOR [will] go as de seed went - de peppah seed.
(You go the same way the seed went. That is,
if someone came to your house and you want to
make him stay away, you put the stuff out and sweep it?)

Scattah it ovah de flo' an' den sweep it out. [Wilson, N. Car., (1474),
2654:6.]

9640. Ah heard dat chew take yore chambah lye an' dis salt an' peppah, an'
throw it evah mawnin' befo' sunrise at chure do'. Dat'll keep de laws from run-
min' on yo' an' all fren's will come to yo'. An' don't sweep no, none of de dust

out chure house, out chure front do'.
Don' nevah throw none out; throw it

SALT - PEPPER - URINE in de fiahplace. Dat always brings
EVERY MORNING BEFORE SUNRISE in luck. But nevah carries out any
THROW IT AT DOOR FOR LUCK [sweepings].
ALL SWEEPINGS BURN IN STOVE (If you are in business of any kind,
FOR LUCK AND KEEP LAW AWAY especially bootlegging?)

Yes, bootleggin' an' gamblin'.
Savannah, Ga., (1279), 2176:3.]
SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SUGAR - 2 NEEDLES 9641. It was once a rootworker told
ALL IN BOTTLE WITH URINE - HAND FOR LUCK me to take some urinate some cayenne
pepper and salt - half full from the
urtnate to de top of the bottle and
the other [half fill] with sugar. An' take you a piece of cotton and stick down
in there, and stick two needles in there, and keep that. That's luck to you.
(Cilmington, N. Car., (268), 189:11+85.]
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(4) SALT AND OTHER INGREDIENTS WITHOUT RED PEPPER

9642. De nex' one wit sugah ag'in: if yo' got somebody a pusson yo' wanta
make 'em stay at home, yo' mix dat wit allspice an' salt. An' put it in a 1li'le
piece [of cloth] in de mattress,
ALLSPICE - SUGAR - SALT where de people gotta sleep, tuh
TIED OR SEWED IN CLOTH - KEEP IN MATTRESS make folks stay home. Put it in
'is mattress, jes' a li'le bit.

Make 'em stay home. [Charleston, S. Car., (518, Doctor Nelson), 611:4.]

9643. (How would you keep a spell from being put on you?)

Ah tell yuh dat. Go an' git chew a li'le ice cream salt hadn't been uses
[used] an' assfessadee [asafetida], an' be sure tuh have a 1li'le piece-a John

de Conkah. Dashes de salt

ASAFETIDA - JOHN DE CONKAH - NEW ICE-CREAM SALT [about house?]. Have John

IN BAG ABOUT NECK - OR SUBSTITUTE A NUTMEG de Conkah in a 1li'le bag or
eithah have a nutmeg roun'
yore neck. Will hold de spell from relievin' tuh yo'.

(That will keep it from hurting you.) [Savannah, Ga., (538), 655:3.]

9644. (This white man owned this farm?)

No suh. See, dis colored man own dis fawm wit dis white man an' it come tuh
a settlement. An' it wuz de fall term an' de white man wouldn't settle wit 'im.

An' dis colored man went tuh dis root man;
SALT AND BLACK PEPPER wants tuh make de man settle wit 'im.
BLACK MAN - WHITE MAN - ROOT MAN (And what did this root man tell him to do?)
[Root man] tole 'im - ast 'im [first] did

he have de law ontuh 'im [white man].

"Yeah,' [answered root man's client or patient].

[Root man] tell 'im, '"Yo' know de cookin' salt an' black peppah.'" So he
tole 'im tuh mix some of dat tuhgethah, yo' know, an' make a 1i'le hole roun'
dere where - so he won' see it - on de top-a de earth, yo' know, where he [white
man] walk roun' an' [won't] see it. Bury it dere at de well. Anywhere roun'
dere, yo' know, where he be's [is] goin' backwards an' forwards.

An' so dis man fixed de well 'imself, 'cuz he knew dat's where he'd be, see,
but dis colored man did know where he put it dere, 'cuz he know 'bout where he
be goin' on. So he put dat where dis man walk ovah it. An' he tole me, firs'
he went in 'is house an' when he walk ovah dat, aftah he walk ovah it - he step
ovah it. An' 'bout two or three day aftah den, de [white] man settle wit 'im.

[Fayetteville, N. Car., (1436),
2602:5.]

BLACK PEPPER AND SALT IN SALT SHAKER IS RARE 9645. Take some salt and black
pepper and you mix it up and put
in a salt shaker, and [as] they

go out your door, you walk behind them and you sprinkle this salt and black pep-

per behind them, and I guarantee you they won't come back again. [New Orleans,

La., (809), 1137:6.]

9646. Git chew some salt an' black peppah, evah time dey come - come in
yore house - jes' slip it up behin' dem an' dey'll finely [finally] leave yo'
alone. [Brunswick, Ga., (1210, root doctor), 2046:1.]

9647. Ah've heard it said, yo'

BLACK PEPPER - SALT - SPRINKLE BEHIND - SWEEP kin take table salt an' black

peppah. As dey go out de do'
yo' sprinkle it behin' dem, an' yo' take de broom an' yo' sweep it out behin'
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dem. And dey say dey will leave an' dey won't evah come back dere no more.

[Mobile, Ala., (689), 918:1.]

9648. He comes an' [you] have a good frien'ly talk wit 'im in de porch or
at de gate wherevah he stops at. An' den watch 'im, an' soon as he leaves, go
right in de house an' git chew broom. An' sprinkle roun' dere, where he was,
wit salt an' black peppah, an' sweep it de way he went. He won't come back.
[Waycross, Ga., (1129), 1835:5.]

9649. Ah've learned dat chew kin take black peppah an' salt an' if dey come
intuh de back do' an' go intuh de house, why sprinkle dat black peppah an' salt
behin' 'em. If dey goes out de front, jes' sprinkle it slowly behin' dem as
dey go out an' sweep, an' dey'll nevah come back ag'in.

(But they must come in the back door before you can do that?)

Dey don' have tuh go in de back do' - de same do' dey go intuh. If dey come
in de front do' an' jes' go in a room an' set or stan' dere, when dey git ready
tuh go out, jes' go back out de same way dey came in, all yo' have tuh do is jes'
sprinkle dis black peppah an' salt behin' dem an' jes' sweep it out, an' dey'll
nevah come back. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1390), 2491:8.]

9650. (Before the law comes,
what do you do to keep them out?)

BILACK PEPPER - SALT - SPRINKLE BEHIND - SWEEP It's not possible tuh keep 'em

SOMETIMES ADD SULPHUR away. Dey have tuh come once in
ordah tuh keep 'em away. Well,
yo' use de black peppah an' salt

an' sprinkle it behin' dem at evah footstep dat dey make, an' den sweep it out
behin' dem lak dat.

(Then they won't come back again.)

Yessuh. An' sometime yo' kin use sulphuh 'long wit it. [Sumter, S. Car.,
(1342), 2323:9.]

9651. [To] make you move from out the house. Well, I see this happen al-
ready. I see this fellah take some black pepper an' salt an' mix that together.

An' yo' goes to the house an' yo'

BLACK PEPPER - SALT - SPRINKLE IN DIRECTION sprinkle it as yo' comin' from

YOU WANT DWELLERS WITHIN TO MOVE the house. Sprinkle it goin' in
the direction you wants them to
move from, an' those people they goin' to move out of that house. [New Orleans,
La., (859), 1365:7.]

BELACK PEPPER AND SALT AT DOORS PREVENTS THEFT 9652. Take black peppah an' salt
all roun' at chure do's. Dey
cain't come ovah it.

(They can't come in and steal

things?)
No. [Little Rock, Ark., (897),
1469.]

KLACK PEPPER - SALT - 3 MORNINGS INTO FIRE 9653. He say him an' 'is wife

couldn't git along an' dey's
fussin' an' fightin' all de time an' he wanted tuh leave huh. An' he say a man
tole 'im tuh do dat an' she would leave.

(Tell me just what he did, now.)

Say, he tole me, git a teaspoon fulla black peppah an' a teaspoon fulla table
salt an' mix it tuhgethah, an' throw it in de fiah three times an' leave dere.
An' he [man supplying rite] say she would leave. An' he said he did it but she
left.

(He did it three times in the same day?)
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He done it fo' three days.
(Did he do it at any special time of the day?)
He tole 'im do it in de mawnin'. [Memphis, Tenn., (917), 1486:4.]
9654, Take salt an' black peppah, tie it up mixed togethah. Jes' take it.
Yo' got some made up. Yo' gamblin'. Put dat stuff right in yore pocket. Evah
now an' den, when yo' shuffle de cahds or sompin, jes' run yore han' in yore
pocket. Yo' ain't gotta pull out none [of the
mixture], jes' git de dust of dat on yo'.

BLACK PEPPER - SALT - GAMBLING (That will give him luck.) [Brunswick, Ga.,
(1174), 1982:3.]

BLUESTONE - SALT - AT DOOR 9655. If I see a person I don't like and I
don't want him in my house, I can take salt
and bluestone and put it under the door and

they can't come in. [Fredricksburg, Va., by Ediphone.]

9656. [If anyone puts anything down for you] an' yo' wanta walk ovah it,
jes' put chew some bluestone an' cookin' salt in yore shoe. Jes' take up dat

little piece in de bottom
BLUESTONE - SALT - IN SHOE - TO WALK OVER CUNJURE of yore shoe [insole] an'

sprinkle a little bit in
dere an' put dat back down, an' yo' kin walk where yo' wanta walk.

(Nothing will hurt you?)

Nuthin will hurt yo'. [Florence, S. Car., (1293), 2193:5.]

9657. Well, if you bothered by the law, you take - even for the law, any-
body - you get you some parchment [paper]. Here's your door here. [Informant
begins to demonstrate.] You hang you some parchment up by your door. [Imitation

parchment was sold as genuine and
BREAD, LOAF OF - OVER CENTER OF DOOR BETWEEN often considered holy.] You hang
NEW SALT ON LEFT - NEW PARCHMENT ON .RIGHT that parchment up by your door, on
KEEPS LAW FROM HARMING YOU - IF LAW COMES this side, and hang you a box of
SPRINKLE SUGAR BEHIND DEPARTING HIM OR THEM salt on the other. Don't let the

salt be - get you a fresh box of
salt. Just like that nail is there [informant points to nail]. See that nail?
Well you put you a nail up right there [demonstrates].

(On one side of the door.)

On one side of the door. And you hang that salt up there. And over that,
between that parchment and that salt, you put you up a loaf of bread.

(You have the parchment on one side and the salt on the other.)

You see, you've got the parchment here and you got the salt here.

(The parchment on the right hand side and the salt on the left.)

And the salt on the left. Now, right in the center, you put you a loaf of
bread [demonstrates].

(Above the door.)

Above the door. See, you put you up a loaf of bread. He can come in: the
captain, the sergeant, the lieutenant - all of them can come in there when you
do that. They ain't going to bother you. Now, when they come in, if they come
in, but they might not get no further than right to the door. They might just
look in, they ain't going to bother nobody. They going to go away. You see.
And when they go away, you sprinkle sugar behind them, after they gone. When
they turn their face to go, you sprinkle sugar behind them, you see. You sprin-
kle sugar and that'll keep 'em going all the time. They'll never come back. If
they come back, they won't bother you. You understand what I mean? They won't
bother you. Just sprinkle that sugar behind 'em and they won't bother you at
all. [New Orleans, La., (832), 1248:2.]
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9658. Dey kin make yo' move wit saltpetah, brimstone an' table salt - jis'
plain table salt. An' po' it by night, chew know, at de do' or sprinkle it roun'
de do', an' yo' shuh of makin'
ERTMSTONE - SALTPETER - SALT - AT DOOR - TO MOVE 'em move. [Memphis, Tenn.,
(925), 1502:2.]
9659. Now we come tuh love
CHEESE - FLOUR - SALT - FOR LOVE OR GAMBLING affairs. Dis heah's anothah
item ah'm gona give yo'.
Ah've tried dis on mahself. Yo' kin take yo' some salt an' some cheese an'
flour an' make a powdah outa it. Mix it all tuhgethah. An' yo' kin take dat
powdahs. Jes' say fo'a instant [instance] dere's a girl stayed heah dat yo'
thought a whole lots of, an' yo' jes' can't get 'er lak yo' wan's tuh do. But
chew kin visit 'er an' have all de fun othahwise dat chew want. Yo' kin take
dat powdahs dat chew've made an' dust it aroun' in 'er room, an' dat'll bring
'er love tuh where yo' kin handle huh an' she won't deny nuthin dat chew ask.

De same thing is mighty good luck in gamblin' too. Dat salt an' cheese an'
flour, dat's good luck in gamblin' too.

An' den it's a lodestone dat chew kin use dat's mighty good luck in gamblin',
a lodestone called magic lodestone [trade name]. Dat's mighty good luck in gam-
blin'. [Brunswick, Ga., (1174), 1981:1.]

9660. Sprinkle coal oil down and salt down. That makes a fuss. Now, to stop
the fuss, how would you stop it? All right, 1'd stop the fuss in this manner.

If I find out they throw oil down there,
COAL OIL AND SALT BURNED CAUSES QUARREL anything like that, they got that down
CINRAMON AND SUGAR BURNED STOPS QUARREL to fuss and fight. 1I'd take sugar and

cinnamon and sprinkle on top of that,
and then I'd burn that. Right wheresomever the spot is where that oil is, I'd
put the cinnamon and the sugar there and light it and let it burn. It's not
going to burn the floor at all. 1It's going to burn until that floor come back
natural just the same as it was before that oil got on there. And then that
would be all over with, wouldn't be no more quarrelin' then. [New Orleans, La.,
(832), 1240:4.]

9661. Heard talk of 'em usin' needles an' pins [omits pins later] an' red

flannel an' cologne an' salt. Supposed tuh be nine needles. Yo' use dat. Well,
I could take it, say fer in-
COLOGNE 9 DROPS - NEEDLES 9 - RED FLANNEL - SALT stance, an' stick it in your
YHIS HAND IN PERSON'S BED STICKS WITHOUT CONTACT bed an' whoever lays down dere,
well de needles don' have tuh
touch 'em, but yo'll feel jis' lak lots of needles an' pins is stickin' in yuh.

(You say nine needles. How many pins do you put in that?)

No. Well, ah nevah seen 'em use no pins, jis' only nine needles.

(Nine needles and what else?)

Den use a piece of red flannel an' nine drops of cologne an' a little salt.
Jes' take a spinch of salt in yuh fingahs an' wrap it up in dat red flannel.
Put it anywhere aroun' yuh baid. De needles don't have tuh touch yuh, but yo'
feel de needles stickin' in yuh.

(You feel these pains.) [Norfolk, Va., (476), 493:9.]

9662. Ah tole yo', when yo' want 'em tuh go [pauses].

(Yes.)

When dey makes de track, why yo' take a new broom an' sprinkle salt. Salt
an' saltpetah, mix dat togethah an' sprinkle dat an' devil's snuff.

(Devil's snuff?)

Devil's snuff, yes sir.
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(Where do you sprinkle that?)

Yo' sprinkle it right on behind. Jes' lak dey goin' out de do', yo' sprinkle
it right on behin' dem. An' den yo' takes dis broom an' sweep it an' tell 'em -

yo' make, make de wishes
DEVIL'S SNUFF - SALTPETER — NEW SALT - IN FOOT TRACKS dat yo' want 'em tuh go
SWEEP - WISHING VISITOR TO STAY AWAY an' stay [away]. Jes'
sweep 'im, jes' sweep
'im away. [The salt] outa box of salt dat's nevah been used out of.

(I see. Do you use salt? And what else did you say you used?)

Salt an' saltpetah an' devil's snuff.

(Devil's snuff. I see.) [Mobile, Ala., (679), 972:2.]

9663. Take table salt now, when dey [policeman] jes' come aftah yo' an' be-
hind yo' about chure stuff. When he comes in an' he turns 'is back, yo' throw

it behind 'im. An' he would
DRAGON'S BLOOD BURN — THROW SALT AFTER POLICEMAN have tuh turn 'is back when

he's goin' out. Throw it be-
hind 'im on de flo' an' as he turns back, throw some on 'is back.

(Throw some on his back?)

On 'is back. An' burn dis dragon's blood in yuh house. Yo' burn it in yuh
house tuh keep de law away. [Jacksonville, Fla., (594), 766:5.]

9664. All right. Well, first, if they trying to harm you, you get you some
Epsom salts, take you some table salt. All right. And you take you some warm

water and let that set overnight.

Then you take you a good bath with
EPSOM SALT - SALT - IN WARM WATER OVERNIGHT that. Well, they can't do anything
BATHE WITH NEXT DAY — NO ONE CAN HARM YOU with you. [New Orleans, La., (884),

1457:2.]

9665. They takes the toenails and

the fingernails, all like that, and

wrap it up with sulphur and salt
FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS - SULPHUR - SALT and burn it, and that will keep 'em

BURN IN HOUSE TO DRIVE PERSON AWAY away.

(Run them away.)

Burn it, just burn it around. You
kin take and burn it around like in a heater or anything like that. That run 'em
away. [Norfolk, Va., (472), 482:3.]

9666. Yo' take an' git a salt [salted] fish an' put it in watah an' scale de
fish an' clean 'im. If yo' wants tuh [have?] 'im open or sompin lak dat an' take
all dat [insides out] - Zif yo' don' wanta throw de guts an' all intuh yore, in
fronta yore do', take dem out an' throw de fish watah an' evahthin' right out in

front [of your house] an' de people
FISH - SALTED ONE LIKE HERRING - CLEAN will come tuh yo'.
THROW THE CLEANINGS OR MERELY THE WATER (That is for customers?)
IN FRONT OF DOOR TO BRING IN CUSTOMERS Yessuh.
OR THROW URINE AND SALT TOWARDS CROWD (For what - what kind of a business?)
REPEAT LATTER RITE 9 MORNINGS Well, any kinda business yo' want,
whethah it's a whiskey business, or
whethah it's business in a sto' or whut. Anythin'.

(You say you take a salt fish?)

[Informant's opening words: git a salt fish...put in water and scale...an'
clean 'im had confused me, especially the words put in water. ]

Takes salt fish, scale 'im.

(What kind of a salt fish?)




- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3819

We gen'ly use salt herring, or any kinda salt fish. We generally gits de real
cheap ones.

[Informant definitely means salted fish.in a can or tin. One fish at lease
is soaked in water to obtain the brine, scaled or skinned, and then split open
and cleaned. The fish essence in the water f7ishes for customers, the salt in
the water kiZlls anything put down by an enemy to stop the arrival of customers. ]

An' den, ag'in [another way for trade], take wurination an' put salt in it an'
throv it de direction where yo' see big crowds. [Just as the urine of a dog
attracts other dogs, likewise human urine attracts people or customers.] Do dat
fo' nine mawnin's. De crowds will come right towards yo'. Ah saw dat done.

(If you are selling whiskey you do that?)

Yes. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1419a), 2557:16.]

9667. A shell - yo' see, w'at ah shoot in a gun. Git dat gunpowdah [out of
the gunshell]. Git choo a box of sulphuh an' [a box of] salt, an' dig a hole

right off down in dere in front dat-a
GUNPOWDER - SULPHUR - SALT - ALL NEW do'. Don't put it on de step, dig a
BURY AT FRONT AND BACK DOORS - TO MOVE hole in fronta de do'. Put some tuh
de back [door] an' some tuh de front
[door]). An' ah bet chah, ah guarantee dat woman wouldn't stay tuh dat house
fer one day 'fo' [before] she'd be huntin' huh anothah house. [Almost every-
where in these volumes to get a box of sulphur, salt, anything, means a new or
amused ingredient. Often the remainder must not be used for any non-hoodoo pur-
pose.] [This man "said he was from the South and didn't speak well" - note made
at time of recording.) [Wilmington, N. Car., (323), 258:2+85.]
9668. Sulphur, table salt an'
GUNPOWDER - SULPHUR - SALT - GARLIC - IN SHOES gunpowdah, jis' weah it in yore
shoes. Use garlic in dat, chew
know. Dey couldn't hurt chew tuh save dere life. [Brumnswick, Ga., (1217),
2070:1.]
9669. Yessuh, dere's somethin' dey kin git tuh git 'em away. Git 'em high
I1fe an' saltpetah an' salt an' sandalwood incense, an' mix it up an' throw
aroun' yore house evah mawnin'’
HIGH LIFE - SANDALWOOD - SALTPETER - SALT befo' de sun rise.
SPRINKLE ROUND HOUSE BEFORE SUNRISE - TO MOVE (What is high life?)
Ah dunno. It's somethin' yo'
git outa de drug sto'. It looks jes' kinda greenish lookin'.

(Is it a powder or a liquid?)

It's a powdah. It's kinda lak sulphuh but chew cain't sprinkle it down where
it rains, 'cuz it swells 'way up. Yo' use it when it's dry weathah. [Memphis,
Yenn., (1527), 2725:10.]

9670. Well, ah been tricked one time by some of mah things. A girl lived in
our home an' she fell out wit me concernin' a man. She'd taken a dress of mine,
one of mah monthly period cloths, an' some of mah hair an' got underneath de ahm
[arm]) where ah sweat at, an' taken it an' cared [carried] it across [town] tuh a

man [cunjureman].

(Wait a minute! What did she get
HIGH LIFE - SANDALWOOD - SALTPETER - SALT from under your arm, the hair or
MIXED WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT - NEEDLES - PINS just the sweat?)
SPRINKLE AT HOUSE BEFORE SUNRISE - TO MOVE De sweat from de dress.

An' she'd taken it tuh a man an' she

had it mixed wit graveyard dirt,
veedles an' pins an', well one or two mo' thing but de man [healer I went to]
didn't name 'em, see. He put it in a jah [jar] an' brought it back tuh our house
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unbeknown tuh all of us, late hour of de night, an' buried it. Now, it wus
buried out 'bout along by de lavatory, see. Well, one Sunday mawnin' ah was
sittin' on de po'ch an' ah got up an' ah went out tuh de lavatory. An' ah had
a spell. From den ah commenced tuh feel as though....

(What kind of a spell did you have? How did you feel?)

Ah felt as though ah was dyin' fo' a few minutes.

Well, ah started back tuh de house an' when ah got back home, ah tole mothah
tuh call de doctah. Our lavatory was out from de house.

An' she said, "Well, whut's de mattah? Yo' don't look sick?"

Ah said, "Well, ah am."

She said, "Well, yo' don't look sick."

An' so ah went on de porch.

She said, "Go back an' lay down, if yo' want me tuh call de doctah. Don't
stan' on de front porch."

Ah said, "Well, ah cain't lay down."

While she was callin' de doctah ah went runnin' down tuh de drug store. Seemed
as though mah mind wus leavin' me, see. An' all ah could have on mah mind right
den was dyin' or eithah seein' mahsel' confined in a 'sylum. See?

An', well ah got back home an' de doctah came out. He examined me thoroughly.
He said nuthin was wrong. Well, ah knowed it was somepin wrong. Still, he said
it wasn't anything wrong.

Well, mah mothah tried two mo' doctahs. Both of 'em said dere wasn't anything
wrong.

She'd taken me crosstown tuh a man by de name of Mr. Lee [a root doctor].

(What town was this?)

Waycross, Georgia. Yes.

An' ah went ovah dere on Lee Avenue tuh Mr. Lee. An' he tole me of dese
things dat had been taken from me. An' tole me dat de onliest way dat he could
get dis spell offa me was tuh dig dese things up. An' tole me de charges of
diggin' it up. An' he say he knowed dat ah didn't have much money, an' ah could
pay dis on installments. See, dat he would charge me $25 fo' takin' dese things
up. See. So he charged de $25 an' mah mothah paid 'im ten of it down.

He came ovah tuh our house an' he digged dese things up. Dug 'em up an' it
was in a jar an' it was stopped up tight. An' it looked as though it had begin
tuh kinda rot. See.

He'd taken it out. He got a pan of warm watah an' put some lodestone in it
an' a little salt. Taken dese things an' po'd 'em in dere. An' - well, ah don't
know whut he done wit it. Ah know he'd taken it wit 'im whatevah it was, see.
An' he didn't nevah give me anythin' tuh take, but grad'ly by degrees dis spell
commence tuh weah off, until now ah'm fine.

(How long ago did that happen, did you say?)

That's been - ah imagine now - dat's been around seven or eight months. No
longah, no soonah. [These are the experiences difficult to find.] [Waycross,
Ga., (1061), 1720:1.]

9671. Mah uncle tole me dat yo' go tuh de fo'k of de road an' yo' take sul-
phuh an' yo' take salt. An' whichsomevah road he [criminal] went yo' sprinkle

it [these 2 ingredients] down wit
LYE - SULPHUR - SALT: 3 INGREDIENTS [Red] Devil Lye [Red Devil brand].
IN ROAD CRIMINAL TOOK - WITH INCANTATION An' when yo' sprinkle it down, dey
says, '""Who be it, it was, dat did
de crime, whichsomevah way he went, yo' [3 ingredients] fin' which way he went."
An' he can't go no futhah.
(Did you use Devil Lye in that?)
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Yes, sir. [Mobile, Ala., (701), 959:5.]
9672. In cookin' an' usin' onion, take de onion an' put salt on it an' put
it in de stove. It bring good luck tuh de house.

(How do you mean put this onion
ONION PEELINGS - SALT - BURN IN STOVE - LUCKY in the stove?)

See, yo' cookin' a pastry or
sompin an' yo' use de onion, an' de outah peel yo' cut off de onion. Yo' take
dat an' sprinkle salt ovah dat, an' wrap it up in a papah, an' put it in de stove
an' burn it.

(What is that supposed to do?)
Bring luck to de house.
(Just any kind of a house?)
Yeah, jes' any house. Don't be any particular house. [Florence, S. Car.,
(1285), 2182:6.]
9673. If yo' wan'a a job, yo' don' wan'a eat no breakfus'. Jis' put a red
onion in yuh pocket wit yuh salt, mos'ly in de right pocket. Keep it in a rag.
An' go tuh a man fo' a job. Yo'
ONION [RED] - SALT - IN RAG - RIGHT POCKET always be dere befo' he do. [Wil-
PASTING [NO BREAKFAST] - SEE BOSS FOR JOB mington, N. Car., (227), 145:9+85.]
9674. When yo' peel onions in yore
home, yo' supposed tuh put sugah an

ONION PEELINGS - SUGAR - SALT - BURN salt - sugah an' salt on it [the
TO KEEP DOWN QUARRELS peelings] an' put it on de stove an'
QUARREL CAUSED BY ANY CUT ONION KEPT burn it. Dat's keepin' down de fuss

[in the house]. An' if yo' havin'
fuss dere, put salt on de onion an' burn it up, but yo' don't 'sposed tuh leave
cut onion in yore house no kinda way.

(After you put salt on that onion, what do you do with that onion then?)

Put it on de stove an' let it burn up. Dat keepin' down fusses in de house.
[Memphis, Tenn., (947), 1527:7.]

9675. If dey move in dere an' yo' don't wan' 'em in dere, git chew some pea-
nuts an' burn 'em. Take an' put chew some salt tuh 'em, an' put some right up

undahneat' dat house. Dey'll

PEANUTS BURNED - SALTED - THROWN UNDER HOUSE move out. Keep dem out. Make it

TO CROSS 1T - MAKE PEOPLE WITHIN MOVE [house] crossed, too.

(Cross the house up.) [The house
is crossed so that no one can live in it, until some person uncrosses the house.]
[Memphis, Tenn., (936), 1514:7.]

9676. If ah wus in trouble, like ah wus wantin' tuh sell whiskey like evah-
body is doin', wanted tuh have a success fo' mah business where de man wouldn't
bothah me. Git me a package
PEENY - NEW SALT - FRONT AND BACK DOORS - POLICE of salt an' bury it tuh mah
front do'steps, bury one tuh
de back where yo' have to come ovah - walk ovah it [them]. Take me a penny an'
drive it down, drive de penny right down on de do'stop; yo' know, like de do'
[demonstrates], drive it right up dere. De police may come dere an' try tuh
search me. He'd look a little bit - ah'll jest show yo' [demonstrates about
roam]. '"Well [says policeman] he ain't got nuthin. Let's go." [For pennies
at door, see also many examples in vol.l, p.611f., Nos.2108-2120 and elsewhere.]
[Gaycross, Ga., (1158), 1930:5.]
9677. Well, some people take a penny an' dey nail it right down in front of
de do' - a one-cent piece. Dey go tuh de back do' an' dey nail down anothah one.
DPey go tuh de sto' an' git chew a box of Red Devil Lye potash. Yo' git chew a
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bran'-new box of salt. An' yo' go
PENNY NAILED AT FRONT AND BACK DOORS out in yore gate, right in de mid-

NEW BOX OF RED DEVIL LYF - NEW BOX OF SALT dle of yore gate where de people
BURY AT GATE IN HOLE 6 INCHES DEEP, SAYING: transfah in an' out. Yo' dig a
3 DEAD MEN LOOKED OUT OF A WINDOW, ETC. hole down dere at zakly [exactly]
THIS IS FOR CUSTOMERS AND DRIVING LAW AWAY six inches, an' yo' take dis salt,

dat whole box of salt, an' empty
it right close tuh de box of lye. An' aftah yo' emptyin' it close tuh dat box
of lye, yo' say lak dis:

Three daid men looked outa de winda':

One had no lung, de othah had no tongue;

De third was deaf, dwmb an' blind.

Behold de spirit looked on me,

As ah speak to yo' three times a day.

Only goodness an' mercy shall follow me from dis day on.

Yo' say dat all de while yo' po'ing dat salt on topa dat. An' aftah yo' git done
why yo' cover this lye up - an' dat's also fo' bringin' customers - an' de potash
will drive away de law, keep de law away. [Brunswick, Ga., (1175), 1988:1.]

9678. Yo' take de 'simmon bark. Ah heard dat ome too, if anyone wants tuh
trick yo' in any way. All right, yo' take de 'simmon bark an' yo' goes on an'

yo' take nine tablespoon-
PERSIMMON BARK - BOIL WITH 9 TABLESPOONFULS OF SALT fuls of table salt an' put
SPRINKLE AT NIGHT - BACK OUT DOOR - KILLS TRICXS it in dere wit dis bark.

Yo' boils it. Den yo' take
dis stuff an' go tuh dey house at night, chew know. An' when yo' backs out from
dey house, yo' let it follah yo' from de do' tuh where yo' goin' - long as it
leaks out. Well, if dey try tuh do anythin' dere's nuthin tuh dat.

(You put nine spoonfuls of salt in this persimmon bark?)

Yes. [Sumter, S. Car., (1367), 2419:9.]

9679. Well, den ah goes tuh work den an' ah worked a few plans. A fellah
followed me an' ah tried it tuh see would it work. De fellah - ah wen' tuh work

an' ah took dis heah sul-
POTASH - SULPHUR - SALT - TURN ROUND 9 TIMES - CUSS phuh an' ah took dis heah

potash an' dis cookin'
salt, an' put it in dis box an' where dis man place of business was. Ah went
down dere an' turnt roun' nine times an' made a oath - cuss, cussed dis fellah.
In three day's time dis fellah was out of dat place an' done moved. Had tuh
move, he couldn't stay down dere. He had tuh move.

(What did you do with that box when you turned around nine times?)

Dat box? Ah took de box an' throwed it away. Ah had it in mah han' when ah
wus turnin' roun' do [though]. But ah took de box an' throwed it away an' nobody
knows whut it was all about. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (995), 1607:5.]

9680. [Take] potash whut chew wash clothes with, an' take table salt, an'
take dis here sulphuh, an' take one of dese here John de Conkah roots, an' put

all dis tuhgethah, an' yo' take it
POTASH - SULPHUR - SALT - JOHN DE CONKAH an' bury it undah de steps. Don't
BURY AT DOOR TO MOVE let no one see yo'. If anybody move
in dat house an' yo' don't want 'em
tuh move in dere, dey ain't goin' stay in dere. Dey can't. [St. Petersburg,
Fla., (995), 1609:3.]
9681. An' tuh avoid thin's lak dat tuh keep people away from yore house, lak
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dat - yo' kin take a piece of quicksilvah an' some table salt. An' mix it in,
if yo' kin git somepin from
QUICKSILVER - SALT - MIX - TIE IN PIECE OF VICTIM'S 'em, a piece of deres. An'
CLOTHING - THROW TOWARD HIS HOUSE TO KEEP AWAY throw it away tuhward dey
house an' dey won't nevah
come tuh yore house any mo'. [Memphis, Tenn., (953), 1539:18.]
9682, You take some salt, get you some soda
RAIRWATER - SODA - SALT - MOP WITH and some rainwater. You understand, that's
about the best. All right, you get up there
and you mop good, and anywhere those people wants to make you move, then they
can't make you move.
(You do that so that they can't make you move?)
Sure, ah knows that positively. [New Orleans, La., (884), 1457:1.]
9683. They say that if a person doesn't like you, they'll draw a ring in
the road right at your house and they'll sprinkle salt, soda, ashes, lime, other
chemicals, sulphur. That
will keep you from being
RING OR CIRCLE DRAWN IN ROAD PASSING HOUSE an enemy against him.
SPRINKLE IN IT: ASHES - LIME - SALT - SODA - SULPHUR [Fredericksburg, Va.,
(44), by Ediphone.]
9684, Jis' like if your

3 INGREDIENTS: SALTPETER - SULPHUR - SALT husband was goin' with
SPRINKLE AT DOOR - WALKING BACKWARDS someone else, [I know] of
TO BREAK UP PERSONS IN THE HOUSE a remedy that would break

that up, and that is one
heaping tablespoonful of
salt. You dip up this here, a tablespoonful of salt, pick it up, an' you take
yoh hand an' brush it off [level the salt]. An' you pour that over there on the
papah. Then do the same with de sulphur. An' you brush that off [take a table-
spoon level-full of sulphur] an' pour it into this [salt]. Then take one pinch
of saltpeter an' you put this into this [salt and sulphur]. Then you make [mix]
it up real good an' start from the front door, go upstairs, you go backwards,
sprinkle this. An' they say when he walks over this, it'll break 'em up. [Bal-
timore, Md., (149), 55:3+85.]
9685. An' if yo' don't want 'em tuh come tuh yore house, yo' take table salt
an' snake dust - cos' [of course] snake dust will kill yo'. Dey throw it at
chew when yo' goin' tuh de house. Yo'
SNAKE DUST - PUT DOWN TO WALK OVER take dat an' chunk it. Dey call it
RIGHT-FOOT-SHOE DIRT SWEEP OUT DOOR throwin' it at chew, but dey don't
HALK BACKWARDS - USE SALT AND LODESTONE throw it at chew, dey put it down fo'
yo' tuh walk ovah it. But if dey don't
want chew tuh come tuh de house, yo' take one of yore right-foot shoes, an' sweep
dat shoe, dirt an' all out de do', an' den dey'll walk backward from dat shoe in
de house. Dey ain't comin' back no mo'.
(Whose shoe do they put out there?)
Yores. Jes' put a little table salt in dere. Dat will carry dem away.
(What do you do with the snake dust?)
Dat snake dust? Well, now, dat's tuh kill yo'. Dey won' do nuthin but jes'
put dat down, right down in yore pathway.
(Where you can walk over it?)
Yessuh, an' yo' walk ovah it.
(But if they want to get rid of you, they just put that salt in your shoe and
sweep it out?)
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Yessuh. But dat snake dust, if yo' walks ovah dat snake dust an' dey got it
in dere, why dat'll git chew, see, 'cuz dey got dat lodestone in it, yo' see.
[Memphis, Tenn., (1530), 2736:7.]

9686. Tuh keep de policemens away from de house ag'in, yo' kin git chew some
sulphuh an' git chew some salt an' soda an' mix it all tuhgethah. An' git up

evah mawnin' about five
SODA - SULPHUR - SALT - 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - 9 DAYS a'clock an' put it in each
cornah of yuh house, each
cornah fo' nine mawnin's, an' dat will shore keep 'em away from yuh house. [Fay-
etteville, N. Car., (1446), 2634:5.]
SPIT INTO SWEEPINGS MADE BEHIND VISITOR 9687. If yo' don't want no one in yore
house, in yore room, an' when dey leave
out, yo' take de salt an' sprinkle it in behin' 'em an' sweep, an' den spit in it.
Dey'll nevah come in yore house ag'in. [Memphis, Tenn., (949), 1530:10.]
9688. If they don't like you and want you out of the way, the way they do,
they goes to the [hoodoo] drug store and they buys some steel dust and lodestone.
And they put black pepper and salt
STEEL DUST - LODESTONE - BLACK PEPPER - SALT in it, and they sprinkle it around
SPRINKLE AT DOORSTEP TO MOVE your step, see. And when they
sprinkle it around your step,
that'll move you. [New Orleans, La., (823), 1189:3.]
9689. Well, you take that and say: Sugar, you is de sweetening of all things.
I want you to sweeten dis man for me. Salt, [you] gives peace of all things. I
want you to keep this man for me
SUGAR AND SALT - INCANTATION OVER EACH - MIX personally free from any other
BURN 9 PINCHES ON RED-HOT STOVE FOR HAPPY HOME woman. Then you mix it all up
together and take it like that
in nine pinches. Then put it on the red-hot stove and burn it. And your home
will be happy.

(That is, you burn both the salt and the sugar together.) [Norfolk, Va.,
(486), 516:4.]

9690. Now, if yuh wife runnin' aroun' an' yo' wanta stop 'er, yo' git chew
some sugah, table salt an' sulphuh an' put it in - take a saucah an' mix it up,

lak dat, an' evah mawnin'

SUGAR - SULPHUR - SALT - MIX - THEN 9 MORNINGS fo' nine mawnin's - yo'
WITH INCANTATION IN LORD'S NAME - PUT IN 4 CORNERS got a woman an' she got a
OF HOUSE TO KEEP YOUR WOMAN FROM OTHER MAN man, an' yo' wanta break

'em up. Yo' take an' put
dat in de cornah of yuh house. Jes' take a pinch of it an' put it, In de Name
of de Lord, ah wish yo'd quit runnin' round. Evah time yo' put it down in de
cornah of de house.

(Put it in the four corners?)
Yassuh, de fo' cornahs of de house, put it in dere, an' dat'll stop 'er from
runnin' roun'. [Memphis, Tenn., (1548), 2809:7.]
9691. Well, yo' kin burn shoes fo'
SUGAR AND SALT ON SHOES BURNED FOR LUCK luck. Jis' put 'em in de stove an'
burn 'em. Sprinkle salt an' sugah on
'em fo' luck. [Memphis, Tenn., (1518),

2693:10.]
SUGAR AND SALT MIXED - WEAR UNDER ARMS 9692. Jes' lak if ah had a husban' an'
KEEPS HUSBAND HOME he don' nevah stay at home, an' ah

wanted tuh keep 'im at home. Well, ah
kin jes' take table sugah an' salt an' mix a little of it tuhgethah an' weah it
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wndah mah ahms. Well, dat'll make 'im draw, love yo'; yo' know, make 'im git
close tuh yo'. [Memphis, Tenn.,
(1544), 2795:13.]
SUGAR AND SALT IN HOUSE RIDS WOMAN OF MAN 9693. Jis' lak he move intuh yuh
house an' yo' want 'im outa dis
house. Yo' take an' git chew some
salt an' sugah an' put in dere an' he'll leave jis' fo' dat [sugar and salt. He
leaves because he thinks some enemy is '"throwing" for him]. [Memphis, Tenn.,
(939), 1520:8.]
SUGAR AND SALT -~ SPRINKLE FOR LUCK OR TO HOLD JOB 9694. Anyone take salt an'
1i'1l' sugah an' sprinkle it
roun', an' dat brings luck tuh yo'. Dat's tuh keep a job, so no man kin mow yo'
doen - tuh hold a job. [Wilson, N. Car., (1471), 2652:24 - this cylinder being
filled with brief rites.]
SUGAR AND SALT - SPRINKLE FOR LUCK OR TO HOLD JOB 9695. Git some sulphur an'
some table salt - not physic
salt - table salt, an' lay it in yore shoe when yo' certain...[informant is re-
peating].

(They can't put anything down for you to walk over it.)

No sir, dat sulphur an' salt supposed tuh...[Savannah, Ga., (1252), 2125:9.]

9696. One of the greatest things for luck, you get a little sulphur an' a
little lard an' a little salt, an' put that together an' wear that in a bag

around your neck. That will keep

all hoodoos, all cunjures and all
SULYHUR - LARD - SALT - IN BAG ABOUT NECK evils away from you. [Fredericks-
TEEP ALL HOODOOS. . .CUNJURES. .. EVILS AWAY  burg, Va., (48), by Ediphone.]

9697. Now in case yo' want a job,

yo' coming on de job [you are at the
place where you want the job], put de footprint of yuh boss between dis sulphuh
an' black peppah. Yo' will make a bag out'a it an' keeps it aroun' yuh neck, yo'

see, an' de spirit of yuh

ELACK PEPPER - SULPHUR - FOOTPRINT OF BOSS IN BAG boss will always be along

ABOUT YOUR NECK - HIS SPIRIT ALWAYS WITH YOU wit chew; yo' see. An'

SALT AND SULPHUR IN POCKET - BOSS TRUTHFUL ABOUT JOB fer dat reason, he will

nevah have yuh runned
sy, as long as he have any incidental business [usually called odd jobs] at
all. An' now, in ordah tuh fin' dout [find out] from any man de truth about dese
things. It's nuthin but such a simple thing as sulphuh an' salt, dat chew'll put
ip yuh pocket. An' if he [boss] wants yuh aroun', he will tell yuh; an' if not,
why he'll run yuh out'a dere.

(That's if you are hunting a job?)

Yes. No suh! Dat in case dat chew huntin' one: jes' de same uh [as] many
sans [men], yo' know, goin' aftah a job an' dey [boss] always puttin' yo' off
a' puttin' yo' off. Well, if yo' directly wanted tuh find out if he gona give
yo' dis job or not, den yo' goes tuh work an' yo' put a 1i'l' sulphuh an' a
1i'1' salt in dis papah, an' yo' wrap it up verah carefully an' keep it in yuh
pocket. An' when yo' go tuh 'im, why he'll have tuh tell yo' what he's goin' tuh
do; whethah he goin' tuh give somepin.

(I see. He has to tell you whether he is going to give you a job or not.)
[harleston, S. Car., (499), 542:7.]

9698. (Do what?)

Sulphur.

(You get some sulphur.)
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And sprinkle it on your front and back steps, and get some disinterested per-

son to get a fresh box of table salt, you know that never been used out of it,
and just sprinkle it and

SULPHUR SPRINKLED AT VICTIM'S FRONT AND RACK STEPS someone clean house with it

DISINTERESTED PERSON BUYS NEW SALT - PUTS IN HOUSE and sweep it out, you bound

SAME PERSON OR SOMEONE WILL SWEEP SALT OUT SAYING: to move.

WELL, THAT SETTLES IT; YOU WON'T COME BACK AGAIN (I see. You bury the sul-
phur under the front steps

and back steps, and then you have to have this salt.)

Table salt.

(That hasn't been used. What do you do with that salt now?)

Sprinkle it in the house and just like if I, you know, come in or walk out,
well then as soon as I walk out, then you sweep my tracks, sole and all out to-
gether, and say, 'Well, that settles it. You won't come back, again." [Vicks-

burg, Miss., (720), 989:2.]
SULPHUR - SALT - BEHIND UNWANTED VISITOR - SWEEP 9699. Ah've hear'd dat de

ole folks used tuh say if a
party come tuh mah house or sompin an' [I] gits ti'ed [tired] of em, says take
some sulphur an' salt an' sprinkle it on de flo' when she leave an' sweep it out.
An' dey say she'll stay away. [Wilson, N. Car., (1507), 2675:5.]

9700. If dey wanta be protected aroun' de home sometime, it's a very simple

thing dat dey kin do tuh bring protection. Dey do dat befo' de sunrise. Dat is
tuh take some table salt
SULPHUR - SALT - MIXED - THROW UP INTO AIR 7 MORNINGS an' sulphuh an' fo' seven
BEFORE SUNRISE - BACK TO SUN - PROTECTS THE HOME mawnin's befo' de sun
rise, yo' git up an' turn
yore back tuhwards de sunrise. An' jes' take dat salt an' sulphuh all composed
tuhgethah an' jes' throw it up in de air. An' dat supposed tuh protect de home.
[Florence, S. Car., (1295),

2197:2.]
SULPHUR AND SALT SPRINKLED BY MAN LEAVING HOME 9701. Heah de thing dat he do
KEEPS MEN AWAY DURING HIS ABSENCE if he believe in dis [tricking].

He jes' go tuh work an' jes' as
he walk out de house, he begin tuh sprinkle sulphuh an' salt.

(What will that do then?)

Well, dat'll keep de othah mens back.

(While he is gone?)

Dat's right. [Jacksonville, Fla., (586), 752:4.]

9702, The way now to do to git rid of folks - there's folks in your home an'
you wan'a git rid of 'em. Yo' take sulphur an' salt - cooking salt yo' know -

yo' mix it together an' jis'
SULPHUR - SALT - MIX - START IN BEDROOM - SPRINKLE start right from your bed-
EVERYWHERE - STEPS - OUT WALK - THROW REST NORTH room an' sprinkle it all
THIS DRIVES PERSON OUT - OR PREVENTS COMING IN aroun' in there, an' right

on out the hall, right on
out the steps, right on the steps, right on out de walk, an' jis' throw it north.
An' that's supposin' to go out [make a person leave] if there's anybody they
wan'a go out, they go out. An' if there's anybody you don't prefer comin' in
there, they won't come in. [Wilmington, N. Car., (300), 227:3+85.]

9703. About dat keepin' de person from hurtin' yuh, well dey say yo' take
dis salt an' sprinkle it roun' in de fo' cornahs of yuh house. Do dat fo' nine
mawnin's - dat sulphuh an' salt.

(Is the salt separately or the salt and sulphur - separate or together?)
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Each sep'rately, each of 'em.
SULPHUR AND SALT THROWN SUCCESSIVELY (Each one of them is a different method
IN 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE 9 MORNINGS of keeping a person away.)

PREVENTS ANYONE HURTING YOU Yes sir, each one separately. An' yo'
do dat fo' nine mawnin's. [Despite my
last comment and informant's agreement, I now think sulphur and salt are thrown
successively, one after the other, into each of four corners.] [Waycross, Ga.,
(1115), 1788:5.]

9704. Well, yo' take, get one - yo' callin' all de time - yo' git chew some
sulphuh an' git chew some table salt, an' mix dat tuhgethah an' make yo' a dust.
Be callin' all de time.
SULPHUR - SALT - MIXED - SCATTER AT DOOR AND IN HOUSE [Call anything you want
CALLING ALL DE TIME - BENT OVER - STOPS QUARRELS to: Quarrels in this
house must stop.] Jes'
take it an' scattah it right in front dat do'. Always scattah it all ovah de
bouse an' jes' bend as yo' walk all ovah. [Why performer bends over I do not
know., Like a wounded bird is operator deceiving the spirit working the spell?]
(What will that do?)
Dat'll stop de fuss.

(Stop the fuss in the house.) [Kills whatever conjure started and continues
the quarrels.] [Brunswick, Ga., (1224), 2082:8.]

9705. Well, dey say yo' kin take sulphuh an' salt, an' yo' kin jes' go dere
lak yo' visitin'. An' yo' kin go dere an' strew it roun' dere in dat house as

yo' walkin' roun' dere.

SULPHUR - SALT - MIXED - SPRINKLE THROUGH HOLE If yo' got a coat dat's
TN POCKET - AT HOME OF PERSON YOU WANT MOVED got a hole in de pocket,
CURSIN' DEM IN YORE MIND: "SON-OF-A-BITCH, GIT OUT!" yo' kin run yore han'
OB 9TH MORNING VICTIM WILL MOVE FROM HOUSE down in dat pocket an'

yo' have dis in a papah
or somepin, dat yo' kin jes' lose a 1i'l' bit at de time out'a it. Yo' have
yore han' [in your pocket]. [This hole-in-the pocket is fairly common and known
everywhere.] Or yo' kin walk behin' 'em, lak it somebody yo' talk wit a whole
lot, an' yo' kin jes' sprinkle dat salt an' sulphuh. An' in talkin' tuh dem yo'
Kin be cursin' dem in yore mind. '"Son-of-a-bitch, git out!" Sompin lak dat.
An' it's true dat dey will move. In de ninth mawnin' de' will move. [Savannah,
Ga., (1256), 2129:4.]
9706. If yo' stayin' in a house an' de rent man wanta come dere tuh put chew
out an' yo' don' wanta git out, why yo' ain't gotta git out. Yo' kin fix a way
tuh stay dere. Yo' kin go evah
SULPHUR AND SALT INTO FIRE WHEN YOU SEE RENTMAN mawnin' jes' 'bout time fo' him
COMING - CUSS - HE WILL RIDE ON BY HOUSE tuh come - jes' lak if he down
dere an' yo' see him comin',
yo' jes' go tuh work an' take some sulphuh an' salt an' throw it in de fiah.
Poun't let no one see yo' an' make a path. He'll ride right on by yuh house.
'Cuz why ah know dat? 'Cuz de girl ah stayed wit she done dat, an' we didn't
pay rent fo' God knows how long. An' ah axed 'er why she do dat, an' she say
dat's luck. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (995), 1609:4.]
9707. An' den, yo' kin take-
SIOYHUR - SALT - MIXED - SPRINKLE BEHIND VISITOR dey say if yo' take table salt
SWEEP AFTER HIM - BILL COLLECTOR - CURSE an' yo' mix it wit sulphuh an'
anybody - jes' lak anybody
caome tuh yore house an' yo' don' want 'em dere any mo', jes' sprinkle it down
dehin' 'em an' sweep yo' flo' an' curse 'em, dey says dey won' come any mo'.
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(How do you seep your floor - just anyway?)
Well yo' jes' sweep it right on out tuh de do' behin' 'em - if yo' havin'
trouble wit chure [bill] collectah or sompin lak dat. If yo' do him lak dat,
[he'll stay away]. [Savannah, Ga., (1256), 2128:7.]
9708. Take some table salt an' some sulphur an' put togethah an' mix it up
very good, an' burn that table salt an' sulphur, say, Ah burn this in the Name
of the Father, the Son an' the Holy
Ghost. An' it will pass away.

SULPHUR - SALT - BURN IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES (What will pass away?)

TO STOP PLANTING OR CUNJURE All interferences in mah business.

(If anybody is trying to interfere
with your business, that'll kZll
that out.)
Dat'll kZll7 that out. [Fayetteville,
N. Car., (1415), 2546:10.]

SULPHUR - SALT - BURN IN HOUSE FRIDAY 9709. Yo' take an' burn salt an'
THIS CALLED "SACRIFICIN''" - TO RENT HOUSE sulphur in de house on a Friday -
yo' sacrificin' - an' someone will

soon come.
(To rent the house.)
Yes sir. [Brunswick, Ga., (1206),
2038:10.]

SULPHUR AND SALT INTO HOLES BORED INTO 9710. If yo' mad wit a man an' wan'a

HIS TREES - KILLS TIMBER ON OWNER'S LAND kill 'is timbah or ruin 'is timbah on
'is place [farm], yo' go dere an' bo'
1i'l' holes in it an' put sulphuh an'
salt in dem holes. Dat'll kill 'is
timbah. [Waycross, Ga., (1129),

1834:6.]
3 INGREDIENTS: PERFUME - SUGAR - SALT 9711. Salt an' sugah an' perfume;
INCENSE MAY BE SUBSTITUTED HERE de three combine an' dey say dat

brings de crowd in. Or eithah de
kind of incense yo' burn will bring
'em in. [Florence, S. Car., (1293), 2194:8.]
9712. Lak if yo' wan'a job, dey tell me sompin but ah have nevah tried it.
Lak if yo' wanted a job, ah heah de boys say, go tuh de bossman's house. An'
aftah yo' go tuh 'is house - lak
TURPENTINE - OLIVE OIL - SALT: 3 INGREDIENTS if yo' go dere an' try tuh git a
ON SOMETHING BELONGING TO BOSS - PUT WHERE 1i'l' work tuh do roun' dere.
HE MUST WALK OVER IT - YOU WILL GET THE JOB Prob'ly yo' fine some things roun’
dere dat he's got or somepin he
weahs or somepin lak dat. Yo' take dis. An' yo' come back an' take it tuh yore
home. An' yo' come back an' yo' take dis turpentine an' olive oil an' salt.
An' yo' take dis stuff an' yo' fix it up. Well, aftah yo' take dis stuff an' fix
it up, yo' take an' care [carry] it back tuh dis bossman's house. An' yo' take
an' hide it up undah, anywhere undah where he walks aroun' in 'is room. Yo' take
dat stuff an' yo' care it right dere, an' put it somewheah in 'is room, wheah he
kin walk ovah it. Well, yo' take it den. Yo' take an' go back an' git it if yo'
kin git back an' git it. Git back an' git it. Meanwhile he wuz workin' aroun'.
An' yo' take an' bury it. Lak he's got a desk wheah he do's 'is writin', keepin'
time, or sompin lak dat. Yo' take an' put it up undahneat' de desk or sompin
othah lak dat. An' dey say dat stuff, whut chew put in dat stuff, will take
effect on 'im. An' den yo'll come tuh 'im an' he says, '"Well" - when yo' ast 'im
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fo' a job - "come to work." He'll give yo' job. Dat stuff will take effect on
'im, work on 'im in a way, an' he'll have tuh give yo' a job. [Fayetteville,
K. Car., (1413), 2592:2.]
9713. Git chew some salt. Sprinkle it down an' as dey go out de do' sweep
it out behin' 'em. Take it [salt] tuh de back do', sprinkle it down. Dey call
it de free-runnin' salt. Yo' heah 'em
URINE 2 OR 3 DAYS OLD - UNDER STEPS talk 'bout dat, de free-runnin' salt.
POT SALT AT DOOR AND SWEEP OUT BEHIND Take dat an' sprinkle it out [of the
PERSON WALKING OVER THESE CANNOT STAY container] chew know an' as dey go, sweep
it behin' 'em. An' keep it [more salt]
undah de do'steps unbeknownst tuh 'em. [Free-running salt was an advertising
device of a salt company at this period of time; it was not a hoodoo expression.]
Well, yo' take yore watah dat chew make during de night, let it set two or
three days, an' chunk it undah de steps. An' it won' be long 'fore dey runnin'
'way from dere. Dey can't stay dere. Ah know dat's true.
(If you are trying to get rid of somebody in your house.)
Yes, an' yo' don' wan' 'em dere, yo' see. [Savannah, Ga., (1261), 2141:1.]
9714. (What did you tell me about the forks of the road?)
Yo' go out - yo' take chambah lye. Yo' know, just like if yo' wan'a man, yo'
knov - yo' wan'a make de man, yo' know, go an' leave yuh alone; or make 'im come,
eithah one. Yo' take both

URINE - MAN'S AND WOMAN'S MIXED - OR SALT ALONE yuhs [yours] chambah lye.
G0 _TO Y-FORK OF ROADS - THROW URINE DOWN RIGHT FORK (His chamber lye and the

TO BRING DEPARTED PERSON BACK - THROW SALT DOWN woman's chamber lye.)

LEFT FORK WITH CURSE TO SEND AWAY OR KEEP AWAY Yes sir. Mix dat tuhgethah.

Take dat tuh de three fo'ks
of de road [a "Y" fork, road separating to right and left]. Yo' take a brand-new
box of salt, which yo' ain't nevah used out of, an' go tuh three fo'ks of de road.
Bell, de right - de one dat's tuh de right, yo' take dat chambah lye an', if yo'
wan' 'im tuh go an' stay an' don' nevah come back - don' wanta be bothahed - yo'
fuse] curse words. Yo' make a curse word an' throw it [salt] down at de point
[where one road separates into two].

(The right road?)

Yes, sir. Yo' thrown it down dat right road [the right fork of the "Y"]. An'
if yo' wan' 'im tuh come back an' stay, yo' throw it down dis left one [left fork
of the "Y"].

(I see.)

An' make all curse words, if yo' wanta 'im tuh stay, come back yo' know, go.

(I see. You throw it down the right [fork] to make him go away, and the left
to make him come back?)

Yes, sir. You see, yo' throw it back this way [demonstrates].

(You throw it back towards you?)

Yes.

(And when you make him go away, which way do you throw it?)

Tuh de right.

(Do you throw it towards you or away from you?)

Yo' see, yo' throw it jes' lak dis, yo' see [demonstrates]. Throw it jes' lak
dat, yo' know, jes' lak dat. Lak yo' go, go tuh de right. When yo' wan' 'im tuh
ame back an' stay, well yo' throw it jes' lak dat, an' make yuh curse words,
yo' know, what yo' wan' 'im tuh do: Come back an' do [better]. Bring yo' money.
Yake yo' an' do lak dat, yo' know - jes' throw it lak dat [demonstrates].

(That brings him back.)

In de left one [fork] dat salt what yo' nevah used out of, yo' throw dat salt
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dat way [to the left]. An' dat way [demonstrates].

(I see. What will that do?)

Dat makes 'im go tuh stay, tuh de lef'.

[Informant finally has the proper forks: left to send away, right to bring
back.]

(To the left makes him go away - scatters him away?)

Yes, sir. This salt yo' have, had used out of [the package].

(I see. You don't throw that chamber lye down that left road, do you?)

No, sir. Yo' throw de chambah lye dis way, yo' see [demonstrates].

(But you throw that [urine] to the right?)

Yes, sir.

(And the salt to the left?)

Yes, sir. [There are a number of rites concerning the "Y" fork of roads.
Here the urine thrown to the right brings the man back, salt to the left sends
or keeps him away.] [Mobile, Ala., (679), 972:4.]

9715. Salt an' a little chambah
URINE - VINEGAR - SALT - AT DOOR - FOR LAW Iye an' a little vinegah, an' sprin-

kle roun' yore do' will keep de law
back. Dat's whut ah've heard. [Waycross, Ga., (1092), 1759:1.]

5. NAILS - NEEDLES AND PINS - TACKS

[These four sticking or sharp-pointed instruments are of great importance in
HOODOO, but usually they appear not alone or together but as parts of rites having
more complex elements. For example we have: 4 new needles crossed in a handker-
chief and folded 4 times to you, creating 16 squares, a rare example of 'geometric
progression'" (for folding rites see 3182-3190, v.3) where the principal concern is
neither needle nor folding but CAUSES OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE (No.3162, p.2352, v.3).
Another use of 4 needles does not appear in our present section because it is more
useful elsewhere bringing back a murderer (MURDER, No.7316, p.3251, v.4). Yet
nails, needles and pins, and tacks - isolated by themselves or in combinations -
remain numerous, important and interesting, as we shall find in our first belief.]

(1). NAILS
(a) . ONE NAIL
9716. Yo' kin take a nail - a spike. Take dat an' kill a puhson. Ah tell
yuh whut. Nail dat about de height of de puhson. Yo' care dat tuh a tree an'

yo' kin care it in dis
SPIKE - CARRY TO WORKIN' PINE - DAT'S DE LADY PINE country [South Carolina] -

DRIVE INTO TREE VICTIM'S HEIGHT - EARLY MORNING yo' care it tuh whut's

OR USE A PEAR TREE - CALL 'EM, HIT IT, DRIVE...HARD known as a workin' pine.
"AH DRIVE DIS SPIKE INTO YORE HEART Dat's de lady pine. Dere's
DAT NO LONGAH SHALL YO' LIVE OR REMAIN ON EARTH a he an' a she, yo' know,

DIE! DIE! DIE! DIE! DIE'!...TURN 'ROUN' ...CALL DEM" suh, in de pine trees. An'
yo' care it tuh dat. Go
dere early in de mawnin'. An' dere's anothah one. Yo' kin care it tuh a peah
[pear] tree an' drive it in dere about de height of 'em [the victim]. Drive dat
in dere. Call 'em, hit it, drive it in dere hard, Ak drive dis spike intuh yore
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keart, dat no longah shall yo' live'r [live or] remain on earth. Die! Die!

Dte! Die! Die! Den turn roun' an' call dem. Call dem, but don't put yore

hammah or hatchet down. Hold it in a drivin' position. Drive it! An' evah

time yo' drive yo' say, Die! Die! Dat'll bring on quick-enough death. Drive

it! Tell 'em yo' drivin' it through dey heart, dey witals an' weins. Yo' shall

Zie! Die! Yo' must die! Yo' shall die! [Florence, S. Car., (informant just

before No.1331), 2276:2.]

9717. Go to the fork of a road, like that [demonstrates] and take a brand-new

ten-penny nail. And they pin [drive] that nail down. Just like you want a girl

or somepin, they pin that nail

INTO FORK OF ROAD - DRIVE NEW 10-PENNY NAIL down and say a prayer about
SAYING PRAYER 9 TIMES - COVER WITH HANDKERCHIEF nine times. And they put that
RETRIEVE LATTER BEFORE SUNRISE NEXT MORNING [nail] down in and put a hand-

WPAR IT - FLUTTER IT IN GIRL'S FACE TO GET HER kerchief down over it. After

they put the handkerchief down,
and let it stay over there [the driven nail] and get the handkerchief before the
next morning before the sun rise. And they say that'll get that girl. You take
the handkerchief and wear it. And after that you go to the girl and take it out
of your pocket, like that, like you is playing with it, and get [flutter] it
around her face. [The spirit of the conquered nail, fortified by the power of
the spirit of the fork of the road, is carried to confront the girl!] [New
Orleans, La., (859), 1366:1.]

9718. Take a nail, a ten-penny nail, jes' about de height of dis [demon-

strates] an' cut it off. Cut off de top [head] of it an' wrap it [headless nail]

aroun' wit a piece of black
CUT OFF HEAD OF TEN-PENNY NAIL - WRAP BLACK THREAD thread nine times. An'
ABOUT IT 9 TIMES ~ STICK IN CORNER OF HER HOUSE stick in de cornah of 'er
CALLING HER NAME - SHE WILL RETURN IN 9 DAYS house an' call 'er name, an'

in nine days she'll return.
Regardless tuh where she is, she'll come back. Her min' jes' git worried up an'
frettin' so she cain't stay [away] an' she have tuh come.

(Cut off the top, the head of that nail?)

Cut it off. [This rite could have been placed under NAME, pp.3497-3589, v.4.]
f¥ilson, N. Car., (1478), 2658:1.]

9719. And dey wanted tuh, dey could take a big nail an' carry it tuh a oak
tree on de [property] line of dis man's land, yuh undahstan', an' drive dis nail

in dere an' make a wish when he'd
PROPERTY LINE - DRIVE NAIL INTO OAK TREE NEAR drive it in dere. An' he.cou;d‘
WISH TO REMAIN ON LAND - BLOW BREATH 3 TIMES stay down dere an' do as he rhase’

as long as he wants. De man ~
would never put 'im away - put him off [the land].

(Off, 1 see. If some man is on a piece of ground - land out here - and he
wmts to stay and he doesn't want to be put off, he will go to this oak tree.
And wvhere would this oak tree be?)

Reah de line, de [boundary] line of de land.

(Oh, it must be near the line?)

His land an' somebody else's, yo' know. Yo' see, gen'ly [generally] dere's a
line of trees out on dere [property line of farm]. Yo' know, there is de line of
trees somewhere neah it. An' drive it in a oak tree, yo' see. Blow 'is breath
om it three times an' make a wish [also 3 magic actions: drive, wish, breathe].

(What will that do for him then?)

Well, he kin stay dere long as he choose.

(He just stays there as long as he wants to?)
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Yeah, an' he don't pay no rent. [Petersburg, Va., (445), 419:7.]
9720. Take a bar of Octagon Soap [trade name] if someone want chew to move
out dis house. An' jest take yo' a nail, a tenpenny nail, if yo' want to stay
dere right along, an' drive
NEW SOAP - DRIVE NAIL INTO - BURY ON NORTH SIDE in dat nail [soap]. An' put
OF HOUSE AT A CORNER - NO ONE CAN MOVE YOU OUT dat in de no'th corner [ a cor-
ner on the north side] of de
house, an' dere can't nobody git chew outa dat house long as yo' wanta stay
dere. [Waycross, Ga., (1093), 1763:7.]
9721. They say you can take a new tenpenny nail and if you want the man, why
you can drive that down, beside your bed, in the floor. And if that makes you
be the first place that you

WOMAN MAY DRIVE NEW NAIL INTO FLOOR AT HER BED walk over in the morning
WHERE SHE LAST STEPS AT NIGHT AND FIRST IN MORNING and the last place in the
TO MAKE MAN COME TO HER AND BE UNDER HER CONTROL night, and that'll make him

come to you and come under
your control. [Elizabeth City, N. Car., (438), 404:3+85.]

(b). TWO NAILS

9722. Yo' kin take a twentypenny nail an' dress it wit High John de Conkah
stuff an' dope it evah mawnin' an' evah night. An' take an' drive it neah yore
house, drive 'em [informant changes to two nails] in yore do'side both ways.

Say it will keep de law away.
2 TWENTYPENNY NAILS DRESSED NIGHT AND MORNING (What do you mean, drive them
WITH A HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH PREPARATION - DRIVE both ways?)
ONE IN EACH SIDE OF DOOR TO KEEP LAW AWAY Drive one dat-a-way an' drive
one dis-a-way. Drive one on
dat side dat-a-way an' drive one ovah heah dis-a-way.

(Right in the door frame?)

Yes, an' jes' dope [dress or feed] dat [driven in] haid evah mawnin' an' evah
night. Say dey [law] won' come anywhere neah yo'. [Nails are more likely driven
into doorsill.] [Wilson, N. Car., (1455), 2646:6.]

9723. If a landlord wanted tuh make yuh move out a house, yo' kin git chew
two nails, bran'-new nails yuh see, an' yuh cross 'em right ovah de sill of de

do' an' he cain't git chew
2 NEW NAILS - CROSS THEM OVER DOORSILL outa dat house.
KEEPS YOU IN HOUSE OR DRIVES ANOTHER PERSON OUT Well, whensomevah yo' wants
tuh eross yore house tuh keep
anybody from stayin' in dere, why jes' as yo' use de nails fo' yuh tuh stay dere,
yo' kin use dose nails fo' dose people so dat dey cain't stay dere. Dey have
tuh cross de same nails.

(That will also keep the people from moving into the house?)

Yessuh, 'long as it crossed. [Algiers, La., (1575), 2900:11.]

9724. Take two tenpenny nails an' nail 'em down an' cross 'em lak dat [dem-
onstrates: nails crossed like an '"X"]. Nobody will stay in dere.

(Where do you nail them?)

Right ovah de do' [doorsill]. Crosses
2 NAILS CROSSING AT DOOR CROSS UP HOUSE up de house.

(No one can rent it or stay in there.)

[Algiers, La., (1593), 2994:10.]
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(c). THREE NAILS

9725. Dey use nails fo' sep'ratin' a man an' a woman, or eithah de husban'
an' wife, whatevah yo' wan' tuh do. Yo' take de three nails an' cross 'em dis
way. See, cross 'em dat way,
yo' see, an' den yo' have
LAY 3 [or 4] NAILS ACROSS EACH OTHER SO THAT EACH anothah one comin' cross dis

HALF FORMS SPOKE OF WHEEL - WRAP TOGETHER WHERE way.

NATLS BISECT - AT VICTIM'S HOME THROW EAST OUT (They are crossed one on top

BACK DOOR - RIMLESS WHEEL SEPARATES MAN AND WOMAN of the other like a rail
fence.)

Yes. An' den git chew a
twine string an' yo' wrap it till - have de twine string about a-like dat [meas-
ures].

(Four or five feet long.)

Yes. An' wrap it till dat string is out; all de way in all dose things [dem-
onstrates].

(In all those corners?)

[In the V's between the spokes of the wheel.]

Yes. An' den when yo' git it wrapped, den yo' take it an' whosomevah house
it is, yo' go tuh dere house. An' yo' go in, yo' know, an' sit down an' talk or
sompin lak dat. An' den go tuh de backdo' an' throw it east, jes' as fur as yo'
kin in de grass. Den yo' come on back. Dat's de way tuh separate a man an'
wife,

(You just throw the whole thing altogether, just throw the whole thing away?)

Yes, de whole thing away. Dat's tuh separate a man an' wife. [There are
several of these rimless wheelf§<9 rites in HOODOO.] [Memphis, Tenn., (1541),
2786:6.]

9726. Bury 3 nails crossed together to bring person back. [Here, as in the
preceding rite and elsewhere in HOODOO, we have the well-known rimless wheel

rite.] [Memphis, Tenn., (966, complete
3 NAILS CROSSED - RIMLESS WHEEL RITE rite not copied because I was making brief
transcriptions of some cylinders missed by
my transcriber, informant good), 1561:9.]
9727. Whenevah yo' be rid [writ?] out, dey done be rid yo' out - yo' know,
outdo's an' yo' gotta move. Dey done rid yo' out, yo' know - de officah rids
yo' out an' yo' gotta move.
3 NAILS IN CENTER OF DOORSILL - IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES [Evidently your few posses-
TO KEEP LANDLORD FROM MOVING YOU OUT OF HOUSE sions are on the sidewalk
out in the street.] Yo'
take three nails an' yo' go tuh de do' lak dat an' nail 'em down [demonstrates]
right in de middle of de do'.

(Right underneath the saddle that goes across the door.)

Yes, an' nail 'em down in dere an' call De Name of de Fathah an' de Son, an'
yo' kin stay dere. Dey'll come an' lengthen yore days an' let chew stay on dere.
Yo' won't have tuh move. Ah know dat fo' a fac' 'cuz ah did dat mahself.

(You put them right down [I demonstrate] where that board goes over - over
that saddle of the door.)

Yes. [In that first line is there a play on the words writ and rid [get rid
of you) both pronounced alike here.] [Memphis, Tenn., (1541), 2787:12. |

9728. Ah hear'd dat dey takes three sixtypenny nails.

(What size is that?)
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Jes' 'bout lak dat - jes' about dat long, yo' see [demonstrates].
(Oh, long as your hand.)
About seven inches.
(About seven [actually six] inches long. Three sixtypenny nails. I never
heard of a sixtypenny nail.)
Yeah, dere's plenty of 'em. An' drive it down at de steps, yo' undahstan',
kinda in a fo'kway [forkway]: one dis way, one dat way, an' one dat way [demon-
strates].
(Like a "V": one here, one
DRIVE 3 SIXTYPENNY NAILS INTO GROUND AT DOORSTEP each end like a "V.")

MAKING A "V" = STEMLESS '"Y" FORK OF ROAD - OPEN Yeah.

PART POINTING EAST AWAY FROM HOUSE - WALK AWAY (Which way would that "V"

BACKWARDS - DON'T LOOK BACK - TWO INSIDE SEPARATE point now at the steps?)
East.

(What I mean, would these
two ends point away from the house or to the house?)

Way from de house.

[They point away from the house. ]

(And do they point in any particular direction?)

An' de "V" points tuh de house.

[(Informant means small end of "V'", but actually the stem of the "Y" points to
the house.]

(You mean the ends of the "V'"?)

Kinda "X" yeah. [Informant is actually talking about a "Y", my "V" having
caused the confusion.] Dere's one, dere's one, an' here's one ovah dere, see.
Well ([that last one, the stem of the "Y"] dat's nex' tuh de steps. Dat's de way.

(Then what happens?)

Den yo' jes' walks on, goes on 'way from dat backwards an' nevah looks back
at dem ([after once turning round]. An' dat's all dat ah know of tuh be done.

Dat de way dey tell me.

(What will that do?)

Well, dat make yo' move or git chew sep'rated of whatsomevah it is fo'. [The
two persons inside the house walk out on a single road, soon come to the "Y" fork
where they separate, one going to the right, the other to the left. [Mobile,
Ala., (700), 949:1.]

9729, 1I'll tell you this much. Just like I say I have a husband and I have
a sweetheart-man, and I wants my sweetheart-man and my husband to live like - you

know what I mean - like friends.
PUT 3 NAILS IN COFFEEPOT - FIRST CUP FOR WIFE I'11l heat some water to make
SECOND FOR HUSBAND - THIRD FOR SWEETHEART-MAN coffee and I'll put three nails
AFTER DRINKS REMOVE NAILS FROM POT - WITH THEM in that cook-kettle or pot,
MAKE TRIANGLE IN WALL - USE WOMAN'S NAIL FIRST whatever I heat the water in.
HUSBAND'S SECOND - SWEETHEART'S THIRD - PEACE I'l1l make that coffee. 1I'll
get the first cup of coffee
myself out of that. I'll give my husband the next cup and my sweetheart-man the
next cup. After we drink off of that coffee, now I'll take the three nails out
of that cook kettle. All right, I'm first. [Demonstrates.] 1I'll put one nail
there [for me], my husband here - here's me right there - and my sweetheart [man]
laying right here.

(You put those nails in the shape of a triangle?)

Yes. Well, but I'm first [demonstrates], my husband [I interrupt before
sweetheart].

(Your husband is to your right and the other man is to the left in that tri-
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angle.)

In that way we'll never fuss. He could come and ketch me in the bed with the
sweetheart-man but he won't have nothing to say. He can't even fight with me.
Him and that man will never fall out. They'll always be friends together.

(Where do you put those nails?)

In the wall., But I'm here - I'm first, and my husband is next, and this man
is here, see. See I'm the boss of all both of them. [New Orleans, La., (855),

1351:8.]
3 RUSTY NAILS - IN BOTTLE OF URINE - 9 MORNINGS 9730. Lak somebody have did
TURNS SPELL BACK ON PERSON TRYING TO HURT YOU somepin tuh someone an' dey

THEN EMPTY BOTTLE - THROW IT INTO RUNNING WATER wanted tuh change it onto dem-
tuem it back ontuh dem. Dey
kin take three nails, rusty nail, an' put in dat bottle a chambah lye. An' let
it set dere fo' nine mawnin's an' den take an' throw it intuh runnin' watah.
(This will turn the spell back on the person that put it on them?)
Yes sir.
(Whose chamber lye do you use?)
Yo' kin use yore chambah lye. See, if yo' wanted tuh take it off yoreself,
use yores.
(That is if you tricked me, I would use my own chamber Llye?)
Yes sir. [Informgnt would not throw his own stopped-up urine into running
water, he throws emptied bottle.] [Waycross, Ga., (1084), 1753:3.]
9731. Dey tell me if yo' bo'
3 NAILS - NAME - DRIVE INTO TREE - FITS AND DEATH a hole in a tree an' take, ah
think three nails, an' drive
in dere an' name 'em. An' yo' drive 'em in dere. Dey tell me dat will cuz a
person tuh git fits an' die from 'em.
(How many nails do they put in that hole?)
Dey put three. [Wilson, N. Car., (1499), 2667:15.]
9732. If yo' want tuh kill a woman or a woman wants tuh kill yuh, she could
take six rusty nails an' git a piece of yore undahclothes, an' [or] ole stockin'.
Takes it an' drop it intuh a
A DOUBLE 3 RITE OR TRIPLE 3 RITE: quart jah an' screw de top on
6 RUSTY NAILS - UNDERCLOTHES OR OLD STOCKING it. An' left about three holes
SCREW UP IN QUART JAR - LEAVE 3 HOLES IN LID in it, where jes' a 1i'l' sand
SO THAT A LITTLE SAND CAN DROP IN WHEN BURIED kin drop in dere. An' bury it
UNDER DOORSTEP - AS YOU WALK IN AND OUT DOOR undah yore steps, if yo' aren't
AND SAND DROPS - YOU GET SICK - JES' KILL YUH scared. An' den yo' walk in an'
out an' back an' fo'wards [over
it]}. Jes' as de sand drop in dere, yo' [inside the quart jar] gits sick. Well,
yo' git tuh de play [place] yo' won' be no mo' good tuh yuhself or nobody else.
An' de mo' sand drop in dere de mo' closah yo' gits tuh yuh grave. Jes' kill
yuh, yo' know. [Sumter, S. Car., (1367), 2419:6.]

(d). FOUR NAILS

9733. [This is a double-four rite, actually eight nails.]

Take a penny nail an' go tuh a tree an' nail yo' fo' dis way [demonstrates].
Git chew fo' nails, de ten-penny nails, an' git on de sunrise side an' put chew
fo' of '"em dis way [demonstrates].

(In a row that way.)
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Yes, dat's right. An' fo' dis-a-way tuh de sundown. Come roun' dis side
an' put de othah for dis way, an' yo's all right. Nobody can't harm yuh.

(You go to the sunrise side
4 NAILS IN HORIZONTAL ROW ON SUNRISE SIDE OF TREE of the tree and you put four
4 SIMILARLY ON SUNDOWN SIDE - TO GIVE PROTECTION nails like that horizontal,

right in a row. Then you go
round to the sundown side and put four horizontal in a row. What do you do that
for?)

Yo' do dat tuh keep anybody from worryin' yuh. [Florence, S. Car., (1331),
2292:1.]

9734, If yo' want 'em tuh go, yo' git chew fo' nails. [Informant must have
demonstrated size.]

(Long nails.)

Yeah. Put one dere an' one heah an' one heah. [Do this] in de yard. [Fourth
nail must have been shown in demonstration.]

(You put three in one line and one behind it, making a triangle.) [How my 4
nails make a triangle I do not know!] )

No, yo' fix it lak dis. Cross it [demonstrates]: one tuh de foot [be-
low] one tuh de haid [above], an' one on each side. #

(A cross. [Actually 4 crosses!]
You put those in the yard?)
4 SPIKES - 2 HORIZONTAL CROSSING 2 VERTICAL Right in de yard. An' dey sho'
MAKING 4 CROSSES - IN YARD - YOU SOON LEAVE can't stay dere.
(And you use those large nails,
you say?)
Yessuh, dem spike nails. [Sumter, S. Car., (1370), 2429:3.]

9735. [Similar to the preceding rite we have the following one:]

(The wire nails?)

Ah undahstan', whut chew build wit. Yo' take dose an' yo' cross 'em aftah
folks, an' throw [salt] den, aftah yo's ti'ed [tired] of 'em. Yo' know, dey

comin' in yore house. Yo'
TO BE RID OF UNWANTED VISITOR - CROSS AFTER HIM kin cross 'em at chure do'
AT DOOR 4 NAILS IN 2 PAIRS - [SEE RITE 9734] fo' nine mawnin's, an' aftah
SWEEP OUT OVER NAILS 9 MORNINGS - PRETEND ANGER dey done been in dere, yo' kin
sweep out fo' nine mawnin's in
behin' dem, if yo' wanta keep 'em out. Sweep out fo' nine mawnin's across dem
nails down dere lak yo' wuz mad at 'em [the nails]. Aftah yo' done swept, den
make a wish dat dey will stay away: "Ah don' want chew in mah house.”" An' fin'ly
dey will quit comin' dere.

(You cross four nails, you cross them as twos, like you are making a picture
frame. And you put them down before you sweep out?)

[PICTURE FRAME HERE SHOWS THAT I GRASPED THIS RITE AT ONCE THOUGH THIS AND
PRECEDING RITE, NO.9734, WERE SEPARATED BY TIME AND DISTANCE. ]

No suh, aftah yo' sweep out.

(You sweep out for nine mornings. Then you put these nails down?)

Yo' put dem nails down fo' nine mawnin's.

(You don't put the nails down for nine mornings, you only put them down for
one morning, don't you?)

Dey said put 'em down nine mawnin's, dose nails, aftah yo' done swept out.
Yo' puts 'em down nine mawnin's aftah yo' done swept. Yo' sweep fo' nine mawn-
in's.

(You sweep one morning, then what do you do the next morning? Do you sweep
again?)
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Sweep ag'in.

(When do you put the nails down, each time you sweep?)

Each time lak yo' sweep.

(That means four nails each morning. That's four nails each of the nine
mornings? That is 36 nails altogether?)

Yo' put dem same nails back down.

(You only use four nails altogether?)

Yessuh, jes' only dose fo'.

(You take them up afterwards?)

Aftah dose nine mawnin's yo' take dem up. [To summarize this rite: the first
morning you arrange 4 nails into a picture frame design on the floor at the door.
Over them you sweep unwanted visitors foot tracks or prints. Take up the nails.
Repeat this rite 9 successive mornings. [Memphis, Tenn., (1523), 2717:6.]

9736. Take new tenpenny nails an' nail it up here [demonstrates by pointing]
in each corner of the house [inside the house], or either on the outside in each

corner of the house. An' the
4 TENPENNY NAILS AT 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - MOVES next morning they'll be out that
house. [Here we have a simpli-
fication of the preceding picture-frame rites, signifying the '4 corners of the
world" with a cross in each corner.] [Wilmington, N. Car., (332), 271:7+485.]
9737. Yo' kin take fo' ten-
4 TENPENNY NAILS - ONE IN EACH CORNER OF HOUSE penny nails an' jes' drive one
2 TO BACK AND 2 TO FRONT - KEEPS LAW AWAY at each cornah of de house, back
an' front, an' dere won't no law
come dere. Dat's experience. [This diagram s 1is a stylized simplification
of preceding rites, 4 crosses in the corners |. . of a square. [Memphis, Tenn.,
(1543), 2794:11.]
9738. They can take four new nails, tenpenny nails, and they can bring 'em -
if yo' got a field out there or something or garden, they can bring 'em an' cross
four of 'em in the four cor-
4 NEW NAILS CROSSED IN EACH 4 CORNERS OF PROPERTY ners of that place you got,
THIS IS A 16 NAILS RITE TO MOVE PEOPLE and you got to move. Yo'

’ can't stay there, yo' got to
go, if they cross four of those nails in each corner. But yo' going to make six-
teen nails in them four corners. Yo' got to move when them sixteen nails are
crossed. Yo' can't stay there, regardless of how it is.

(Where do they put them?)

Put 'em in each corner in the four corners of that place whatever yo' got.

(That property?)

Yes, that property. [Here we have either the complete picture frame in each
of the 4 corners of the property, or else in each corner 2 nails cross each other
making 2 separate crosses - a doublecross!] [New Orleans, La., (837), 1259:2.]

(e). SEVEN NATILS

9739. On dat person's premises, if dey drive tenpenny nails intuh a tree -
on dat person's premises - why yo'll change dere luck. Dey jes' lak a fellah
dat won't have good luck.
7 TENPENNY NAILS INTO TREE ON PROPERTY (Just one nail?)
GIVES RENTER OR OWNER BACK LUCK No, seven tenpenny nails. [Sumter,
S. Car., (1374), 2436:13.]
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(f). NINE NAILS

9740. (What are you going to do with those nails?)
Conkah anything yo' wanta conkah. It's nine nails. Yo' put three heah
[demonstrates].
(Three right over your navel.)
Right ovah mah navel, an' yo' got three in de back, ain't chew? Dat's six,
ain't it? Put one heah, one dere. Make a sack, yo' know, jes' lak a nation
sack. But yo' kin fix it up round,

9 NAILS: 3 IN NATION SACKX OVER NAVEL yo' know, good aroun' yore waist.
3 ON BACK - 1 ON EACH HIP - 1 IN LEFT SHOE One on each hip. But yo' got three
MAKE A WISH IN THE NAME OF GOD right chere an' three right in de

spine of yore back. Dat's six,
ain't it? Dis is seven an' dat's eight. Now, put one in dat left shoe. [For
nation sack, see interview THE "NATION SACK" WOMAN, pp.l1l449-1459, vol. 2, who
describes this article.]

(What will that do for you?)

Conkah whut ah tole yo'. Conkah de devil or any way yo' want it. But yo'
gotta make a wish In de Name of God. Yo' gotta do all dis In de Name of God
an' have faith in it. [Memphis, Tenn., (1558), 2832:7.]

9741. Says yo' take nine nails an' carry 'em tuh a graveyard. An' if a per-
son real mad wit chew, take nine nails an' carry 'em tuh a graveyard, an' leave

a penny down dere, an' take
9 NAILS - TO GRAVE - LEAVE PENNY - TIE DIRT IN RAG some dat dirt. An' tie it
PUT UNDER NAIL AT FIREPLACE OF PERSON MAD WIT CHEW 1in a rag an' carry it an'

put it undah dat nail at
'er fiahplace. An' dat person dat mad wit chew, dey come dere whah [where] dat
down. De woman or man dey come dat same night.

(You bury those nine nails in the graveyard?)

Yo' bury dem down dere an' yo' bring de dirt. [That nail at the fireplace
is a peg upon which she can hang various articles. Having paid a penny for the
graveyard dirt I see no reason for leaving the 9 nails there. Surely both grave-
yard dirt and 9 nails were buried at the fireplace.] [Wilson, N. Car., (1504),
2671:18.] |

9742, Yo' take nine wire nails - dey call 'em tenpenny nails - an' yo' take
dem nails an' yo' put five at de front. Nail five down right in de centah of de

front do'. An' yo' take de
9 NAILS: 5 AT FRONT DOOR - 4 AT FIREPLACE othah fo' an' yo' nail 'em
INCANTATION: AH WANA STAY ETC. - CALMS RENTMAN right down in de fiahplace -
right down in de fiahplace.
An' yo' say, "Well, ah wan'a stay heah an' ah don' wanta leave - long as ah
wan'a." An' evahtime de rentman come in he say, "Yo' got anythin'?"

"No, ah ain't got nuthin tuhday."

An' he go on by. He nevah tell yo' tuh move out de house - not argin' [argu-
ing] 'bout it. Yo' stay dere till yo' git ready tuh go. See, dat's naitlin' yo'
down. [Sumter, S. Car., (1368), 2424:2.]

9743, To keep all creditors [bill collectors] away and law [police], take 9
nails and make letter "T" [a form of the cross, the tau cross] in doorsill, then
come back in sweeping salt - in the first one [customer] comes. [But] put a
nail in sill [etc.] until all 9 nails in door[sill]. Also [good for] rent man.
[The heads of these nails are seen as they appear in the ceses illustration.]
[Memphis, Tenn., (965), 1559:2.] :
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9744. Use nine nails, nailing six the straight way and three the crossway

[making the form of a cross] up overhead or either where the party have to pass

at. And that's crossing of the

house. Yes, sir. If they [know]

exactly it's crossed: again, removing
9 NAILS: NAIL 6 STRAIGHTWAY - 3 CROSSWAY the nails, keeping them in the house
VHERE VICTIM WILL WALK UNDER OR OVER THEM overnight, throwing them out before
THAT'S CROSSING THE HOUSE - TO UNCROSS the sunrise, and washing the house
REMOVE NAILS - KEEP IN HOUSE OVERNIGHT out with saltpeter, it's [the cross
THROW OUT BEFORE SUNRISE - SALTPETER WASH is] done away with.

(That removes this cross I put on

the landlord?)

Yes sir, absolutely. [The 6 nails,
grouped into three sets are driven into the floor as follows: /7 Il TT. Then
3 nails are driven across the sets like this: AL #&f #&f. We now have 6 X's or
Zoublecrosses.] [New Orleans, La., (879), 1445:4.]

9745. Say you could nail nine nails in de floor of somebody's home and keep
them down all the time - I've heard that.

(Where would they nail those?)

Where do they nail them?
9 RAILS INTO SOMEONE'S FLOOR TO KEEP DOWN (Yes.)

Under the bed that they sleep in or

somewhere near where they be all the
time; or around the stove or the table, where they'd have to, you know, often
pass over. [Mobile, Ala., (707), 971:12.]

9746. You take nine nails and nail each one of 'em at nine o'clock every

morning for nine mornings jis' acrost de door. On de first morning de first

nail is driven into the wood at
9 NAILS - FOR 9 DAYS - AT 9 O'CLOCK - AT DOOR the edge of the front step; on
FIRST MORNING - NAIL NEAR OUTER EDGE OF STEP the second morning the second
EACH DAY DRAW CLOSER TO HOUSE - INTO HOUSE nail is driven nearer the house;
ON 9TH MORNING - MAN BEING NAILED WILL COME etc., until the nails form a

straight line from the edge of
the steps across the doorsteps into the house. An' the ninth morning he's comin'
back. [This is my original transcription made in 1937 a short time after the
recording. The voice came through badly but everything has been recovered and
reproduced here.] [Wilmington, N. Car., (308), 233:4+485.]

9747. Kin do dat easy. Jis' lak now if yo' sellin' a 1il' drinks, now.
Yo'll git nine nails an' yo' bury dem nails six days. Yo' bury dem nails.

(Where do you bury them?)
BUEY 9 NAILS 6 DAYS AT FOOT OF STEPS - THEN Right tuh de foot of yuh steps.
DRIVE INTO EDGE OF STEPS TO KEEP LAW AWAY Den aftah dat yo' drive one heah,
drive one dere, an' drive one dere,
an' drive one dere, drive one dere, an' yo' drive one heah [etc.]. Nine time.

(Drive them right around the steps.)

Yes, right around de steps.

(Down in the ground or into the steps?)

Ro, right on de edge of de steps. Yo' drive nine nails an' yo'll have de
whiskey in dis house. An' he'll come in heah an' he ain't goin' intuh dat room
where de whiskey is atall. He come in anothah room an' look aroun' an' say,
"Aw, dere ain't nuthin heah,'" an' he go on. [Charleston, S. Car., (?), 603:2.]

9748. Ah've hear'd of usin' bran'-new wire nails, if a pusson stayed close
tuh yo' an' yo' didn't want 'em tuh live dere. Yo'd take nine new nails an'
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drive 'em down between yuh house an'
dey house, an' in nine days dey'll

DRIVE DOWN 9 NEW NAILS BETWEEN YOUR HOUSE move. Ah've hear'd of dat. [Way-

AND THEIRS TO MOVE THEM IN 9 DAYS cross, Ga., (1133), 1839:6.]
9749, Jes' lak if yo' an' a person
have a big dispute or somepin of de
kind, den yo' take nine nails, nine bran'-new nails. An' take yo' some sulphuh
an' take dem nine nails an'

DRIVE 9 NEW NAILS THROUGH TIN-CAN TOP OVER SULPHUR a piece of tin. Yo' know,

TO TIE DOWN MIND OF ENEMY PLANNING AGAINST YOQU a top [lid of tin can] an'

TALK TO IT: AH DON'T WAN' CHEW TUH BRING SUIT... nail it down lak dat. Nail

AH'M TALKIN' TUH YUH, JOHN, AN' CALLIN' YORE NAME it through dat top an' put

dat sulphuh undah it, undah
de top. See [demonstrates], turn de top down, see, an' yo' take nine nails an'
nail 'em roun' [through the 1id] lak dat. An' if he's plannin' tuh do anythin',
take a suit ag'inst yo' or anythin' of de kind, use dem nine nails. Den yo' tie
hie mind down. Yo' tie his mind down dat he can't do whut he intend tuh do.

Can't do it,

(You just simply put the sulphur out there, and turn that tin top [or 1id]
down over it, and drive nine nails into it.)

Nine nails. An' talk to it jes' lak ah'm talkin' tuh yo', jes' what yo' want
tuh be done.

(What would you say?)

Jes' lak dis: "Ah don' wan' chew tuh bring suit ag'inst me. Yo' must be mah
fren', not a enemy. Yo' gotta be mah fren'." Yo' see, yo' nail dem nails down
an' yo' talk tuh it, jes' lak yo' call 'is name: "John, yo' must be mah fren'
an' not a enemy tuh me. Yo' must be mah fren'." An' jes' nail yore nails right
on down. "Ah'm talkin' tuh yo', John, an' callin' yore name. Dis is Carrie Han'
[Hand] talkin' tuh yo'. An' yo' must be mah fren, not mah enemy." An' jes' nail
dem nails down lak dat.

(Where do you nail the nails down?)

Yo' kin nail 'em down jes' anywhere in yore house, yo' undahstan'. [Sumter,
S. Car., (1351), 2344:6.]

9750. Peoples bury 'em, bury nails, big nails, at a certain distance, yo'
know. Nine nails. An' dat will keep de law away.

(Where do they bury these
9 BIG NAILS BURIED AT FRONT DOOR KEEPS LAW AWAY nails?)
In de ground roun' de entrance,
roun' de front yard where dey 'sposed tuh come in. Nine nails, jes' de p'int
down. [Wilson, N. Car.,
(1454), 2643:6.]

9 DAYS TO CROSS 9 NAILS DRIVEN INTO STEPS - MOVES 9751, Take nine nails an'
drive dem in de steps, de
do'steps, an' de person walks

across dose nails comin' in dere, fo' eight or nine days, an' de first thing yo'

knows, dey's movin. [8 days meaningless!]

(That will move them, driving these nine nails down at the doorstep?)

Yessuh., [Wilson, N. Car., (149?), 2664:9.]

9752, Say, if anybody wuz Aurt chew or git chure min' confusin', an' make yo'
don't know whut chew wanta do half de time, dey could take a oak stick an' put

nine notches an' ninepenny

9 NEW 9-PENNY NAILS IN OAK STICK WITH 9 NOTCHES nail an' put it at chure step.

PUT AT YOUR DOOR - HURTS YOU — CANNOT STAY THERE ©Use new nail. Yessuh, say
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dat'll shure Zurt chew.
(How would they put the nails in, in the stick?)

- Rootwork - 3841

No suh, nail it down roun' dat stick. Jes' lak if yo' put it in de centah,
nail 'em all roun' dat stick. Say yo' couldn't stay tuh yore own house in no

peace. [Sumter, S. Car., (1355), 2375:1.]

9753. Take nine bran'-new wire nails an' drive '

de front of de house, right in de walk where yo' go

em right in de path right in
out; [also] nine needles an'

nine pins. An' turn 'em towards

9 NAILS - 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - ALL NEW de

east. Dat'll make yo' go.

DRIVE INTO PATH IN FRONT OF HOUSE - HEADS EAST (Now [I demonstrate] this is the
THIS MAKES PERSON IN HOUSE MOVE path. You drive the nine nails
down there, nine needles and
nine pins. How do you mean you turn them toward the east?)

Yo' turn de haid toward de east.

(You drive them in on a slant then? That will make you move out of the house.)

Yessuh. [Wilson, N. Car., (1513), 2679:5.]
9754. A man an' a woman had a fuss an' got mad.
fuss, an' fuss an' fuss. An' dey come say whut dey

9 HAILS - 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - IN RED FLANNEL BAG
UNDER DOORSTEP - LET STAY THERE 9 MORNINGS - VICTIM

MFRELY PASSES FIXED DOORSTEP - GOES HOME - UNABLE
TO WALK - CALLS DOCTOR - COULD NOT HELP - SHE DIED

stood it. She says, "Well, it's a two-handed game.

it is fo' her. So now de first one gits de mos' of
doen."

An' dey'd fuss an' dey'd
goin' do. He say, "Yes, ah
will take somepin an' ah'll
put it round mah do'step,
guess she'll be hoppin'.
Okay. So, aftah he [he now
changed to she] put it down,
she got onto it - undah-
It's jes' as much fo' me as
it, be de first one tuh go

So she goes an' she gits nine nails an' nine needles an' nine pins, an' she
pat it in a red flannel rag, an' she put it undah de do'step an' let it stay
dere nine mawnin's. An' de nine mawnin's, dis woman she passed by dis house an'
she goes - jes' lak ah wuz walkin' 'long de street chew know, jes' lak ah wuz

goin' aftah sompin, she passed right on by. So she

goes off where she wuz goin'

an' she turned off an' come back an' she went on home. So she laid down fo' a
spell fo' a rest. When she went tuh git up, she couldn't git up. That wuz the

last of dat. So dat stayed dat way fo' awhile.

So she commence tuh study herself an' she says, "Ah think someone musta done
smmpin tuh me." Says, "Ah feel very peculiah an' don't feel lak ah should feel
lak dis. Ah ain't hurt nowhere, ah jes' can't use dis laig. Jes' weak in dis
laig." Says, "Ah believe ah'll be smart if ah go someplace."

So she goes somewhere to try tuh git relief. So

she went [to a hoodoo doctor

wbo told her what had happened, the substance of this present rite]. So de man
jes', he jes' kept right on tellin' stories, kept right on tellin' stories. He
auldn't do nuthin fo' 'er. Finally she died. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1440),

2522:3.]

9755. They kin git 9 tenpenny nails an' they urinate on 'em. Let 'em stand
3 days an' go on the north turn [see later] an' throw it under the house an'
you'll move. [This is my

9 TERPENNY NAILS - URINATE ON - LET STAND 3 DAYS

penciled transcription of the

JYEROW UNDER NORTH SIDE OF HOUSE TO MOVE PERSON original made a few years
after the recording. 1In that
preceding bracket were the words end over side, indicating I knew this prepara-
tdon was thrown under the north side of the house; yet a pencil line at the bot-
tam of the page adds sounds like "twm.” My pencil also added the words profes-
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stonal and excellent, reminding me that her cylinders had been missed by my
transcriber and later shaved! This also happened to another unique woman at
Memphis and a remarkable man in Jacksonville, Fla.] [Memphis, Tenn., (967),
1562:3.]

9756. [Here in italics is my notation about a rite my transcriber forgot to

transcribe: 9 new nails evil wisher drives in your home where you walk over or

at doorstep. Go inside and turn
ENTER ENEMY'S HOUSE - TURN ROUND FACING DOOR around and drive 'em into floor
DRIVE INTO FLOOR 9 NEW NAILS IN LINE TO DOOR going out as you leave the house.
LAST 3 NAILS PUT TOGETHER - RUNS PERSON AWAY Run 'em out. WNatils go out in a

row, but the last 3 together. 1
suggest that the last three nails grouped closely together, the nailheads forming
a triangle, represent the 3 HOLY NAMES. Memphis, Tenn., (962, informant good),
1553:6.]

9757. Now, if you got a place where the business is good. Suppose you got

a place, the other fellow got a place, and he is doing better business and you
want to knock his business.

9 NAILS REPRESENT 9TH HOUR JESUS HUNG ON CROSS Nine pennynails, that repre-

TO RUIN COMPETITOR'S BUSINESS — DRIVE 9 NAILS sents the nine hours Christ

INTO CENTER OF HIS DOOR - AT TOP OR ON BOTTOM hung on the cross, nail in the
nails in the center of the door

overhead or under [nails are above or under door]. I guarantee that when two

people come in there, three will go out.

Nine pennynails [any size but not too large]: altogether six this way and
three across, making a wish while you are driving in the nails. They represent
the ninth hour that Christ hang from the 6th to 9th hour on the cross. [New

Orleans, La., (816), 1156:5]
INTO ROAD DEPARTING PERSON TOOK - DRIVE 9 NAILS 9758. Dey tell me yo' kin
COUNT THEM 9 MORNINGS - PERSON RETURNS 9TH MORNING take nine nails an' drive
down in de road which way
dey went, an' count de nails fo' nine mawnin's, an' de ninth mawnin' dey tell
me dey'll return.

(That's to bring a person back. [Waycross, Ga., (1145), 1869:2.]

9759. You kin take these nails, tenpenny nails, and you kin drive 'em in the
ground where some person that you doesn't like or want to move them, you move

them with nails. And when you
9 NAILS BURIED POINTS UP WISHING AT DOOR - MOVES drive 'em in the ground and
DRIVEN DOWN INTO DOORSTEP OR GROUND — CONTROLS make your wish, you drive 'em
head down an' p'int up. Or
you kin drive 'em at your doorstep and nail them down under your control. You
use nine nails. [Elizabeth City, N. Car., (438), 559:1.]

9760. A man was likin' a woman. He get to like another woman, yo' know,

an' doesn't come to her no more. She'd get nine new nails an' drive 'em down

in de ground at her door, just
SHE DRIVES 9 NAILS INTO GROUND AT HER DOOR enough to cover their heads up,
NEXT MORNING POURS SOME OF HER URINE ON and then the next morning she
AFTER MAN CROSSES IT THEY GET ALONG TOGETHER would take some of her water from

de chamber and throw that on it.
See. Then when he comes back in over that, over them nails and that chamber lye,
then he'll get on with her.

(He gives the other woman up. I see.) [Petersburg, Va., (445), 421:3485.]

9761. You take nails and drive them in the ceiling of your house and that'll
bring your wife back home. On the ceiling of your house, eightpenny nails.
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(What kind of nails?)
INTO CEILING OF HOUSE DRIVE 9 EIGHTPENNY NAILS Eightpenny nails.
LEAVE 9 DAYS - WIFE WILL RETURN - PULL OUT NAILS (Nine?)

Yes, sir, nine nails. Put
them there and let them stay nine days. And pull them out after she come back
home. But you let them stay and she'll come back to you in nine days.

(Where do you drive those nails?)
Right on the ceiling of your house, all the way around in the ceiling. [Mem-
phis, Tenn., (976), 1581:4.]
9762. Yo' take nine nails an' drive 'em into a pine tree on de sunrise side
an' make yore wish, In de Name of de Fathah, de Son an' Holy Ghost. An' yo' kill
a person dataway.
DRIVE 9 NAILS INTO PINE TREE ON SUNRISE SIDE (And you wish to kill that per-
IN THE 3 HIGHEST NAMES - KILLS PERSON INTENDED son when you are driving those
nails in the tree?)

Yes sir. [Florence, S. Car., (1314), 2239:3.]
9763. Yo' could nail a person down. Dey say yo' take nails, tenpenny nails,
an' yo' could put dat nail a certain place in yore yard, or anywhere else. An'
if yo' wanta nail a person

9 MORNINGS HIT NAIL ONE BLOW - TELLING VICTIM down, yo' go dere evah mawnin'
YOU ARE NAILING HIM DOWN TO HOLD HIM DOWN fo' nine mawnin's an' yo' nail
LAST MORNING SAY: "AH'M NAILIN' YO' DOWN dat down. An' yo' hit dat one
IN DE NAME OF DE FATHAH, SON AN' DE HOLY GHOST" lick an' tell 'em - yo' know,

yo' put in [you include] whut
chew doin', whut chew nailin' it fo'. Yo' nail dat down an' de las' time say,
"Ah'm nailin' yo' down: In de Name of de Fathah, Son an' de Holy Ghost.'" Dat
will hold a person down. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1396), 2013:8.]
9764. Take yuh nine bran'-new nails,

TAKE 9 NEW NAILS - 9 NEW NEEDLES nine [new] needles. Take 'em an' put
A PIECE OF WHITE CLOTH UNCUT BY SCISSORS 'em in a sack, a piece of white clot'
THESE 3 NEW ARTICLES PUT IN A SACK [cloth] whut nevah had no scissah in
BURY UNDER FRONT STEPS - IF LAW COMES it, no mo' [more] dan whut yuh cut it
TO FRONT DOOR - SWEEP TOWARDS BACK tuh sew it, an' put 'em in dere. Bury

'em undah yuh front steps. An' if he
come tuh de front, sweep in tuh de back all de time.

(I see. That'll keep the law away.)

He goin' tuh stay away. [New Orleans, La., (833), 1253:2.]

9765. Ah goes tuh de sto' an' ah buy me nine bran'new No.1l0 [tenpenny] nails.
An' ah go down tuh de woods an' find me nine trees. Don't git de nine of 'em lak
[alike]. Take a ole sweetgum, poplah, maple, blackgum, sycamo' an' all dose

kind. Jes' git nine of dem

9 NEW NAILS - DRIVE EACH ONE INTO DIFFERENT KIND [different types of] trees.
OF TREE - ON WHICH CHIP OFF LEVEL DRIVING SPACE An' ah take an' ah chip out
HIT EACH NAIL 3 TIMES TO MAKE IT STICK IN TREE a space. Ah have mah axe
THEN HIT EACH NAIL TWICE ITS VALUE - 1ST NAIL TWICE wit me, mah hatchet. Ah
TO 9TH NAIL 18 TIMES - SAYING LORD'S PRAYER chip me a space out 'bout
DO THIS EARLY IN MORNING - ALL NAILS IN COMPLETELY as large a [as a] dollah,
ON 9TH MORNING - THEN WHAT YOU WANT WILL BE DONE silvah dollah. An' ah

nail on dis one - maybe
dat's west. Well, ah'll come [demonstrates] ovah east an' ah'll nail a nail
dere, an' ah'll go back kinda west no'th [northwest] an' nail a nail dere. An'
den ah'll come back in kinda southeast an' put a nail in dat one. But yo' gotta
bave all of dose nail jes' in de same way - east. Yo' have tuh put 'em all east.
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(You said before that you nailed these trees in the shape of an "E" - like
the letter "E".)

Da's whut ah'm speakin' of now. Yo' goes no'th, go west, an' come back dat
way [demonstrates]. Den yo' have 'em sometime in a straight line. Yo' kin put
'em kinda "'V" shaped.

Den yo'll go tuh work an' put all of dose nails in dose trees an' yo' hit 'em
all three times dis [first] mawnin', tuh git 'em tuh stick in de trees. Den yo'
come on back de time [return home]. De nex' mawnin' yo' gits up early - yo'
always have tuh travel early. Yo' has tuh go out dere den while de dew's on
'em evah mawnin'. Yo' go down an' maybe git wet wit de dew an' den have tuh
come back an' change yore clothes. Well, yo' hit dis firs' one maybe one time,
de firs' one. Well, yo' be sayin' a 1i'l' prayah, de Lord's Prayah all de time
while yo' hit it - de firs' one. De second one, yo' may hit it two times. De
third one three times. Den de fo'th one fo' time. An' go on till yo' hit nine
time on de las' one. Hit de las' one nine time on de firs' mawnin'. Den yo'
have tuh go back dere evah mawnin' an' hit de firs' one two time, an' de nex'
one fo' - yo' have tuh double dose when yo' go dere evah mawnin' fo' nine mawn-
in's.

(The last one on the second morning you would hit that 18 times, double nine.
That last nail, the ninth nail, on the second morning you hit it nine times the
first morning, and the second morning you go back there, you have to hit it 18
times?)

Have tuh hit it 18, have tuh double it evah time. But chew have tuh hit 'em
light - er [or] heavy enough so de las' mawnin', on de ninth mawnin', dey all
would go in de same time. Yo' drive 'em all up on de same mawnin'.

(But on the third morning would you have to double that ninth one, hit it 18
times? How much would you hit it the third morning?)

Yo' have tuh double it evah time. Yo' have tuh double dat nine evah mawnin'.
If yo' can't keep a record, yo' have tuh have yo' a pencil an' papah. An' git
chew a tablet an' yo' gotta mark how many times yo' hit it dis mawnin', an' how
many times yo' gotta hit it de nex' mawnin'. Do dat evah mawnin'. If yo' hit
it 18 dis mawnin', yo' gotta figure how many it gotta be hit de nex' mawnin'.
Yo' gotta carry dat pencil an' papah right wit chew wit' chure hammah when yo'
hit it.

An' when yo' drive 'em up on de last [day] hit 'em all even an' nail 'em all
good at de same time. An' whatevah yo' want did, dat will he'p yo' - whatevah
yo' workin' fo'. [Wilson, N. Car., (1453), 2642:1.]

(g). TEN NAILS

9766. (Twenty penny nails. You mean onepenny nails or twenty of them?)
No. Twentypenny nails but ten of them. Twentypenny. Like you go to the hard-
ware store and say, '"Give me a dime's worth of twentypenny nails.
(Then what?)
NAME OF HUSBAND OR WIFE FACE UP ON PAPER You take - see, like that wall over
PUT IN WALL AND DRIVE 10 NAILS THROUGH there. You take your husband's name
or your wife's name [on a piece of
paper) and open a hole [in the wall] and put it in there. And drive ten of them
nails with her name up in there and she'll do anything you want her to do. Yeah.
Just nail 'em in there and name her as yo' drive 'em. Ten of 'em. [New Orleans,
La., (851), 1319:4.]
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(h). INDEFINITE NUMBER OF NAILS

9767. Tuh keep dem [police] away, if yo' kin find out how many officahs are

in town. An' fo' evah man yo' git dat many of tenpenny nails, an' drive dem all

in de front of yore do'. It's
AS MANY NAILS UNDER STEPS AS POLICEMEN IN TOWN not officahs goin' come tuh
LAST DROP OF URINE IN WHISKEY FOR CUSTOMERS yore house atall. An' if yo'

wanta gain customahs, if yo'
have one an' he comes dere, now yo' take some of yore watah - take de last drop
of yore watah - an' put it in de whiskey. An' dey says dat dey will not stop
comin', Dey'll bring yo' all de customahs yo' kin wait on.

(That is the first customer who comes?)

Yessuh. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1447), 2625.]

9768. How you use a nail in de way I tole you. And then there's another way
you could use a nail. Like you want [to] be to a place for so many years, you
can get dem cut [square] nails and drive down nine of 'em, just as many as you

want see, but you gotta drive '
AS MANY YEARS AS YOU WANT TO REMAIN IN HOUSE down with one lick.
DRIVE DOWN WITH 1 LICK SO MANY SQUARE NAILS (One lick?)

Yes, sir. You just drive 'em.
If you want 'em to be there ten years, drive down ten of 'em or eleven [for
eleven years]. Like that.

(You say cut. You mean square nails?)

Yes, sir.

(If you want to be what? What do you want?)

If you want to stay to a place for ten years or fifteen.

(You mean what kind of a place? Stay where?)

Any place you wanta go live at, you see, and you want to go to Boston. You
wvant de boss move you and your old lady.

(You want to go to the town, you mean?)

Yes, sir.

(Where would you drive these nails down?)

In his pathway.

(Where? The boss' pathway. So he'd have to walk over them?)

That's right. [It is evident that nails are driven down to remain in a
bouse.] [Norfolk, Va., (475), 492:3.]

9769. Dey said dey take a whole bundle of nails an' jes' nail 'em dowm so
yo' can't see 'em, an' put dirt ovah dem from yore steps out tuh de gate, an'
say dat'll make yuh leave home.

(You nail them down into the ground. And where
do you begin to nail them?)
BUNDLE OF NAILS Nail dem from de steps clean out tuh de gate.
CONCEALED FROM STEPS TO GATE (That is supposed to make you leave home?)
Yes sir. [Mobile, Ala., (674), 891:8.]
9770. Have five cents worth of new nails. Don't
use 'em fo' anything else an' nail 'em on de do' facin' [saddle] right [upright]
'em right down dere, right
straight down at dat piece,
S _CENTS WORTH OF NEW NAILS - USE FOR NOTHING ELSE dat crosspiece. Dat make

DRIVE INTO DOOR FACING [SADDLE] - FOR LUCK luck. [Memphis, Tenn.,
(925), 1503:7.]

9771. Well, ah've hear'd of

em




3846 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

settin' dem nails. Jes' lak comin' up tuh yuh do' dere [in interviewing room]
yo'd set dem nail wit de point down - pointin' away [demonstrates].

(Pointing away from the
NAILS BURIED AT DOOR POINTS UP POINTING FROM HOUSE door.)

NAILS HAVING BEEN BOILED IN: SULPHUR — BRIMSTONE Yes. An' [you] have tuh
PEPPER AND BLUESTONE - ENEMY CANNOT ENTER HOUSE boil all of dem nails in
OTHER DETERRENTS MAY BE BURIED UNDER DOORSTEPS sulphuh, brimstone, peppah

an' bluestone. Dey [unwant-
ed person: law, rentman, etc.)] can't come [in] tuh save dere life. [Here I turn-
ed off recording machine too soon, missing the first few words of the demonstra-
tion]...place dem up lak dat [demonstration continues].

(How? Have the point straight out like that? [I demonstrate]: And all this
stuff is underneath there [the doorsteps]? This lime and all this stuff?)

Yes. [Sumter, S. Car., (1359), 2396:7.]

9772. [In the margin title I have called this rite amazing because I had com-
pletely forgotten about it and its future significance. The person I am inter-
viewing here is J.R. Patterson, proprietor of the black hotel, Patterson Hotel,

in New Orleans. Among the

NICKEL'S WORTH OF NEW TENPENNY NAILS illustrations at end of
CINNAMON - CLOVES - SALTPETER - GASOLINE - ALL NEW HOODOO, volume 2, see the
DIRT FROM PERSON'S HOUSE AND SIDEWALK - PUT ALL Patterson Hotel letterhead
IN BUCKET AND LIGHT GASOLINE - WHEN COOL containing pictures of the
WALK BACKWARDS FROM VICTIMS STEPS SPRINKLING hotel, the proprietor, and
MIXTURE IN SHAPE OF "V'"'s = IN 3 HOLY NAMES his signature on Wednesday,
ALSO SPRINKLE TO THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD March 9, 1938, for rent on
AN AMAZING HOUSE-MOVING RITE FROM NEW ORLEANS room No.17, including elec-

tricity for my machine, and
room space for my clients downstairs. 1 paid my rent each day before returning
to my own hotel, the old St. Charles. To give Mr. Patterson some idea of my
work, I suggested that he himself be interviewed. His following rite tells how
he could be driven from his own hotel. Neither of us realized at the time that
before a year had passed, Mr. Patterson would lose his hotel and I myself would
be chased from the black hotel in Memphis by the police. For this later surprise,
see Introduction to HOODOO, volume 1, page XXXIV, line 9 following.]

De first thing yo' do, git chew a dime's worth of saltpetah. De nex' thing
tuh do is git chew a box of cinnamon, a box of cloves. Git chew a nickel's worth
of new tenpenny nails, an' den git chew one quart of gasoline. Den git chew a
dime's worth of saltpetah. Go by dose person's house an' pick up, whethah it's
mud, dirt or sand, take it up an' put it in de bucket wit dose nails. Po' yuh
gasoline in dere an' strike a match an' light it, [let it burn] until it comes
tuh be dry an' sandy. Den yo' take it an' go backwards from de do' where dey
livin' at an' sprinkle it crossways dat way tuh de fo' cornahs of de world:
[demonstrates by pointing] dat cornah, dis cornah, dis one, and dat one cross
de street. In 24 hours de're [they are] gone.

(You just sprinkle it like this [I demonstrate], like a wingy motion all
around, cross that house?)

[My demonstration of wingy motion must have been a fluttering or flipping
motion like a bird. Informant misunderstands my word cross, meaning to put a
hoodoo on the house, not throwing back and forth across the house.]

No [you don't throw back and forth across the house] yo' tro' it from de
house [demonstrates]. Yes, lak dis is de back, dis is de sidewalk out heah
[demonstrates], sprinkle it dis way [demonstrates], cross ovah [demonstrates].

[I describe his demonstrations:]
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(From the house out to the gutter, you sprinkle it back and forth, like a
llvll . )

[This "V" or triangle is the 3 Holy Names.]

One block each way, one block each way from de house. Lak Patterson [the
speaker] whut chew [suppose you] wanted him tuh move. Well, yo'd git some dirt.
See dat cigah ashes [he points to ashtray containing ashes of my cigar] an'
[also] pick it from de sidewalk [get sidewalk dirt], an' git some dirt an' sprin-
kle it aroun' dere - some sand. An' befo' he sweeps de banquette [= sidewalk in
New Orleans] up in de mawnin', yo' jes' come aroun' dere an' brush up a little
bit, jes' enough tuh git in yore fingahs an' put in dere. Den yo' come back
heah dat night, yo' see, an' sprinkle from his do' crossways de banquette tuh
dat cornah. Den yo' go tuh dis cornah an' go cross de street tuh de nex' cornah.
Yo' go dat way an' go cross de street tuh de nex' cornah. Den yo' go ovah heah
tuh garage. See. In 24 hours dey are moved.

(You have to throw it to the four corners of the world.)

Yes. [New Orleans, La., (1566, J.R. Patterson, proprietor of black hotel,
Patterson Hotel), 2866:3.]

(2) . NEEDLES AND PINS

[The title of this section could have been either Pins and Needles or Needles
and Pins, both having tradition behind them; the first because a person is some-
times said to walk on pins and needles; the second according to the folklore
couplet: Needles and pins, needles and pins; when a man marries, his trouble
begins. As in the case of the preceding section about nails, most rites about
these objects have already appeared elsewhere in the printed text as parts of
rites with other ingredients. The following rites will be listed according to
number of pins and needles: 1, 2, 3, etc.]

(a). ONE NEEDLE AND PIN

9773. De bes' thing yo' kin do, if yo' wan' 'em tuh leave out dat house. Yo'
git chew a needle dat ain't nevah been sewed wit, an' yo' take dat needle an' yo'
stick dat needle up ovah de doah. Jes' stick it up right ovah de do' an' de

point of it is right chere, is out [demonstrates].
(The point is pointing outside.)
NEW NEEDLE POINTING OUTSIDE An' ah'll guarantee yo' tuh yore dyin' days [they
OVER DOOR - SENDS AWAY will never return]. Yo' know why ah know it?
(No.)
Ah seen it done. An' den de person [who did it]
didn’'t know, tole a lie [about it]. [Jacksonville, Fla., (592), 765:2.]
9774. Dey say yo' take yo' a
) brass - goldeye needle.
XEEDLE - 1 OR 2 AT DOOR - DRIVES YUH OVAHBO'D (One?)
Two of 'em - or either one - an'
put it at de do' as yo' go out.
¥ell, dey say dat's drivin'’ yo', say dat'll drive yo' ovahbo'd [overboard]. So
dey say.

(I would do that in somebody's house to send them away and make them jump in

the vater?)
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Yeah. Say that will make yo' jump ovahbo'd, drive yo'. [Brunswick, Ga.,
(1185), 1999:1.]

9775. Take a needle an' - take a part of a needle [break needle in half] an'
thread dis needle an' stick it up ovah de do'. An' dat's [to] cause if yo' has
a young girl roun' or sompin lak dat, dat'll cause whenevah a man comes aroun'

dat chew wants fo' her husban'.
NEEDLE - BREAK - THREAD HEAD PORTION Yo' take de needle down an' pin it
LAY OVER DOOR - IF SUITABLE MAN PASSES neahby in a chair where he sits.
UNDER - STICK BROKEN POINT UNDER HIS CHAIR An' she kin git dis heah man fo' a
NEEDLE EYE FOR HUSBAND - POINT FOR HUSTLER husban' wit de needle. Wit a pin

point [the point broken from pre-
ceding needle] yo' gotta find a pin point dat's real sharp an' use it. Jes'
lak, say if a hustlah, differen' hustlahs come roun' yore house. An' if yo' kin
ketch 'im tuh set in a closed place - yo' know whut ah mean, jes' lak prob'bly
dey settin' right where dat back. Yo' jes' - prob'bly yo' might walk ovah an'
say somepin tuh 'em an' use dis pin point fo' hustlahs. Dat is tuh make 'em
sharp. Dey call 'em [pin points] sharp luck.

(What do you do with that pin point?)

What would yo' do wit de pin point? Oh, yo' gits de pin point an' keeps it.
See, jes' lak, even de men jes' lak whut ah's sayin' 'bout fo' de girl's mar-
riage, yo' takes de point off dose needles an' [or] de pin point an' keeps 'em
yo'self. See, dat's luck fo' tuh bring tuh yore house. [Memphis, Tenn., (1518),
2697:4.]

9776. If a woman wan'a man tuh love'r [love her], she kin take a needle an'
go tuh de well where he stay an' push it down undah de groun' where he'll start

[walk] ovah dere evah day
WOMAN PUSHES NAIL INTO GROUND AT WELL OR DOORSTEP er evah night when he go tuh
WHERE MAN MUST CROSS OVER IT - DAT'LL CAPTURE HIM draw watah., Eithah take de

needle an' care [carry] it
tuh de doahstep an' push it down where he'll go ovah it. An' dat'll capture him.
[As I have explained several times elsewhere these simple and seemly magicless
rites are powered by the intention behind them.] [Wilmington, N. Car., (285),
202:5+85.]

9777. Ah've heard dem say if yo' wanted tuh - say if yo' wanted tuh grow tuh
be smart an' wanted tuh keep yuh enemy away from yo', why of cus [course] yo'

give yuh enemy a needle wit de point tuhwar'
HAND TO ENEMY NEEDLE OR SCISSORS de enemy, tuhwar' de person dat yo' believe
POINTED TO HIM FOR PROTECTION dat wuz yuh enemy. Han' dem de needle pointed
toward 'im, or a scissahs wit de point tuhward
'im. An' dat would break dat enemy off from yuh. Dey would stop comin' aroun'
or stop being in yuh company, stay away from yuh. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (988),
1594:1.]

9778. A sewin' needle, where a woman been sewin'. If her an' a woman had
been havin' some kinda dispute ovah 'er or eithah a man, yo' kin take dat nee-

dle an' carry it an' yo' burn de

NEEDLE OR PIN BORROW FROM WOMAN - OR KNIFE point of it. Jes' lak if me an'
FROM MAN - WITH WHOM YOU QUARRELED - BURN yo' had de [argument or quarrel],
POINT WITH SULPHUR - THEN USE HEARTS COLOGNE well, if ah kin git a needle, or
ON OBJECT - RESTORE OBJECT TO PLACE FOUND eithah a pin, or borrah yore

AND YOU TWO WILL BECOME FRIENDS AGAIN pocketknife [because you are a

man], carry it home an' burn it.
Ah burn it off good. Take it an' put it in some sulphah an' burn it ag'in. An'
ah put some Hearts Cologne on it [knife or needle] an' sprinkle it [perfume]
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roun' [where I picked up object] an' put it right back where yo' kin git it.
(What would that do then?)
Well, dat will - if me an' yo' been havin' fusses an' things an' we be bad
out, well dat will gain de influence of me an' yo' back [together again].
(You will be on good terms again?)
Be on good terms. [Brunswick, Ga., (1188), 2005:2.]
9779. To make a fellah unlucky, take a needle an' pin it in his coattail
an' turn de point right down an' it'll make him unlucky.
(Turn the point down.) [Waycross, Ga.,
NEEDLE PINNED POINT DOWN 1095, 1765:16.]
IN HIS COATTAIL - UNLUCKY 9780. 1If dey put jes' ord'mary sewin'
needles in yore clothes an' pin yore
TO PIN CLOTHES WITH NEEDLE UNLUCKY clothes with a needle, it's bad luck.
If yo' lay yore hat on de bed, [it's bad
luck]. [Sumter, S. Car., (1374), 2437:1.]
9781. Take a needle an' sew nine knots in de left corner of a man's shirt,
in de tail of it, an' that will keep them from runnin' around.
(Make him stay home?)
SEW 9 KNOTS - LEFT CORNER - MAN'S SHIRT Yes. [Wilson, N. Car., (1486),

2660:15.)
9782. Mah grandmothah said dat yo'
NEEDLE IN RIGHT POCKET OF MAN'S PANTS kin take a needle an' break up people.

CAUSES HIM AND OTHER WOMAN TO BREAK UP She said joo take de needle an' put
it in de man's pants pockit, in 'is
right. [Wilmington, N. Car., (322), 255:9+85.]

9783. Yo' kin take a tinpan an' control a person. Yo' kin take a brand-new
tinpan an' yo' kin write - lemme see. Ah got it right heah, de psalms yo' find
vhere it says '"Vau - v-a-u." Yo' kin take that an' write that on a brand-new

tinplate.

HOODOO PSALM SCRATCHED ON NEW TINPAN (This psalm in which the word "Vau"
WITH NEW PIN OR NEEDLE OR NAIL TO CONTROL is used?)

Yes sir. It's in psalms [the psalm
of a hoodoo book] an' yo' kin write that. But now yo' don't write it with a pen-
cil or nuthin like that. Yo' take a needle or pin or new nail that's sharp -
anything that's sharp except a pencil - an' yo' write that psalm on that tin-
plate. Then yo' kin take that tinplate an' put it away where it won't be dis-
turbed or be handled by anybody else. An' yo' kin control that person if yo'
vrite that psalm fo' them. [Waycross, Ga., (1166), 1959:8.]

(b) . TWO NEEDLES OR PINS

9784. To keep the law away? Well, I want to tell you. Well, you keep the
law off - of course, you can't keep 'em away, but you can get so that he'll never
catch you or nothin'. You
2 PINS CROSSED IN HAT PROTECTS BOOTLEGGER FROM LAW  understand. You bootleggin'
he'll never catch you or
mothing. You understand. Well, you take you two - that's a separate thing - and
youa take two pins.
(Two what?)
Two stick pins.
(Two stick pins.)
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[The ordinary pin is frequently called "stick" to distinguish it from safety
pin.]

And wear it in a cross, like a cross, and wear it right up in the center of
your hat, you see. Right in the center of your hat, like this here [demonstrates
by pointing to inside of his hat].

(Inside.)

Yeah, inside [demonstrates again].

(Like that, inside.)

Yeah, inside your hat.

(You get these two straight pins.)

Two straight pins. You put a cross on you, see. And a course, the law'll be
looking for you but he'll never get you. Only way he'll get you, he got to walk
up on you. But you always kin git away from him. [New Orleans, La., (823),

1191:7.]
9785. She kin take two needles an'
BREAK 2 NEEDLES IN HALF - 4 PIECES break it half in two - make foah

STICK INTO HIS CLOTHES - HE CANNOT LEAVE pieces - an' stick it anywheres in

his coat w'ure he cain't see 'em, an'
dat'll make him stay wit her. He can't leave huh. [Wilmington, N. Car., (336),
274:10+485.]

9786. If a man wanted tuh do somebody some harm, jes' say, lak it wus a
woman, an' yo' know whut happens yo' know in de month. Well, if yo' take needles

an' pins an' cross, if yo' could git
CROSS 2 PINS OR NEEDLES IN WOMAN'S CLOTH aholt of dat [piece of hers], yo'

cross one [demonstrate]. Yo' see,
put one dis way an' one dat way - jes' cross 'em.

(Needles or pins?)

Needles or pins.

(Just two?)

Well, yo' kin use many as yo' want, but when yo' do dat she be all up an'
down fo' de balance of huh days.

(What would you do with that cloth then?)

Well, yo' jes' - anything yo' wanta do. Yo' could bury it or throw it away
or anything, jes' so yo' leave dem needles in dere. Yeah. Don't care whut chew
do wit it. [Brunswick, Ga., (1189), 2009:2.]

9787. 1In bad luck yo' kin take, if a person settin' tuh a table gamblin', git
chew two needles, cross 'em in back of dere clothes, right in de centah of dere

back. Cross 'em. Dat'll cause
2 NEEDLES CROSSED ON OPPONENT'S BACK TO LOSE dem tuh lose. An' [or] eithah
OR A LIVE SPIDER ON YOUR BACK TO WIN GAMBLING sprinkle some salt on 'em.
An' yo' kin git a spidah an' put
'im in a papah sack or sompin. Long as he livin' yo' win in de game. [Bruns-
wick, Ga., (1192), 2011:17.]
9788. An' ah heard ag'in that yo' take a needle an' make it cross lak that,
say de Lawd's Prayer [demonstrates].
(You take two needles then?)
Yes.
An' say the Lawd's Prayer an' say - when yo' say the Lawd's Prayer, then yo' -
turn right around an' put chure hand up this way [informant demonstrates holding
right hand up into air].
CROSS 2 NEEDLES - SAY LORD'S PRAYER - IN HIS NAME (Just as if you were swearing
RAISE RIGHT HAND - PLEAD OWN CASE - GO TO COURT an oath in court?)
Yessuh.

an'
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Put chure han' up an' [this man] said: "In His Name, an' in his own will an'
time, will he plead when dis man came." An' said, "An' leave there [home]."
An' dey said he'll come back [home from court]. Dat's one way ah heard. [Fay-
etteville, N. Car., (1418), 2552:5.]
9789. Yo' kin take two pins an' lay 'em crossways lak dat [demonstrates] an'
tie a string right in 'tween heah on each side [the crossing] yo' know, right be-
tween dere lak dat [demon-
2 PINS CROSSED - TIE CENTER OF CROSS WITH STRING strates], so dey won' fall
HANG ON SIDE OF HOUSE - PARTS MAN AND WOMAN apart, an' hang it up side
de house. An' dey say dat
will part a man an' his wife. [This tying of two or more objects into the form
of a cross to make a rimless wheel is fairly well-known in hoodoo, some of these
forms and rites at times being quite complicated; see Nos.9796, 9797, etc.]
[Wilson, N. Car., (1479), 2659:4.]
9790. Well, now, fo' de whole house, yo' would have tuh take two needles an'
cross dem lak a "X". Yo' first bury a can of red seal lye wit de top off of it;
jis' let de dirt come ovah

in it.
STAND OPENED CAN OF RED SFAL LYE IN HOLE IN FRONT (Where do you bury that lye
OF STEPS - CROSS ON LYE 2 NEEDLES LIKE AN "X" now?)
SO THAT POINTS OF NEEDLES POINT FROM HOUSE - BURY Yo' bury dat lye where dey
CAN - DISSOLVED LYE WILL DRIVE ALL FROM HOUSE constantly have tuh walk ovah
it.

Now, aftah yo' bury dat lye,
befo' yo' covah it wit de dirt, yo' put de two needles cross lak an "X" wit de
points out. Yo' put dem on top of de lye befo' yo' covah it. Yo' don't covah
it till yo' put de needles dere wit each point, one pointin' dis way an' one de
othah way, yo' understan'; but out, out from de house. An' yo' covah dat up an'
vhen dat lye dissolve den yo' gits results.

(After that lye dissolves then that landlord can't ren that house; if he does,
the people can't stay there.) [Memphis, Tenn., (915), 1841:5.]

9791. Git chew two needles an' write chure name - write chure name first an'
put 'er name on top of yore name. Git chew two needles an' stick it right up

ovah dat do' dere [points to
MAN WRITES HIS NAME FIRST - DEPARTED WOMAN'S NAME door of interviewing room]
ON TOP OF HIS - HOLDS PAPER OVER DOOR AND BEHIND right up undah de [wall]
WALLPAPER WITH 2 NEEDLES POINTING INTO HOUSE papah. Put dat up undah de
BRINGS HER HOME TO STAY WHILE NEEDLES THERE papah. Well, yo' stick de

haid of de needles in de
wvall, but stick [the points of] de needles comin' in de house. Dat will bring
'er right back. She won't be a day comin' back eithah.

(You stick that paper [with the names] up by putting these needles through
it?)

Yessuh, yo' put dem needles through dis papah yo' see ovah de do'. An' stick
de point of de needles comin' in de house; not goin' out, comin' in de house.

(The needles will point into the house?)

[A portion of the wallpaper is peeled back, the paper with names dampened and
pressed against the wall, and the wallpaper returned and held in place by push-
ing the heads of two needles through it. There are variations of this rite else-
wvhere in HOODOO. ]

Yes. Dat'll point 'er right on in heah. She ain't goin' out dere jes' as
long as dat needle an' dat name up dere. She ain't goin' out. [Memphis, Tenn.,
(1555), 2694:11.]
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(c). THREE NEEDLES OR PINS

9792. Yo' kin take a needle an' put it in a piece of papah, with yore man's
name wrote on it three times, an' put it up behin' yore do'. He cain't leave
yo'. Put it up behin' yore do', up in de wall papah. Jes' lak yore wallpapah's
dere [demonstrates], tear it loose an' put it in dere [see No.9791, p.3851.]

(How many needles do you put in the
WRITE MAN'S NAME 3 TIMES ON PIECE OF PAPER paper?)
STICK 3 NEEDLES THROUGH NAMES - PUT BEHIND Three.
WALLPAPER OVER DOOR - HE CANNOT LEAVE YOU (And you write his name three times.)
Yo' point dose needles lak dat,
down. An' den yo' take an' put it up in dat [wallpaper] papah, holdin' dat papah
[(Memphis, Tenn., (1522), 2715:3.]

9793. Yo' kin take three needles. Take three needles an' burn 'em. Jis'

lak yo' got a enemy 'roun' yuh, an' yo' an' 'er can't git along, an' she raisin'

Sam an' gaddin' all 'roun',
WHILE BURNING 3 NEEDLES - WISH TROUBLE AWAY -~ CALL all roun' dere. Can't git

TROUBLEMAKER'S NAME - THROW NEEDLES INTO RIVER along. Yo' jis' set down

an' take three needles an'
git - an' burn 'em. Put 'em on de fiah an' burn 'em real hot an' make yuh wishes.
As dem needles git hot, make yuh wishes accordin' tuh whut happenin' tuh yuh:
"Wish de bad luck would go off, good luck will come an' live happy in mah home.
Mah enemy tuh flee from me." Well, yo' take dem ovah dere an' burn 'em an' make
yuh wishes. An' aftah yo' burn 'em, yo' take dem an' throw dem away - take dem
tuh de rivah, throw dem in de rivah. An' evahthin' be okey.

(Three needles?)

Three needles. An' aftah yo' call dere name, den yo' walk tuh de rivah. Af-
tahward or a day or so aftah, yo' know, aftah yo' done burn 'em an' make yuh
wishes. But at de same time yo' goes tuh where it's runnin' watah. [Vicksburg,
Miss., (747), 1017:6.]

9794. An' den ag'in yo' could take, if yo' wanta win a man from a woman, yo'
could take a li'le bottle [this rite is acted out, as my comment shows later]
an' yo' could take an' fill it wit Heart Cologne. An' git three needles, an'

lay dem down in dat bottle
A FULL BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE - DRIVE 3 NEEDLES stopper. An' yo' take it

DOWN INTO STOPPER -~ WRAP BLACK RAG ABOUT BOTTLE an' put dat in a basin of
STAND WRAPPED BOTTLE IN PAN FULL OF VINEGAR vinegah, an' git chew a black
VINEGAR MUST COVER THE BOTTLE ~ THEN TAKE rag an' put inside dat. An'
A FORK AND FISH THAT BLACK RAG OUT - DON'T yo' boil it fo' 'bout fif-
PUT YOUR HANDS ON IT - SHAKE THE RAG OUT teen minutes on a stove. An'
STILL HOLDING IT WITH FORK - HANG RAG ON LINE when yo' take de black rag
DRIED RAG - WEAH IT LOWDOWN ON YO' - THROW BOTTLE up, why yo' jes' hang it up
AWAY - EMPTY VINEGAR FROM BASIN - MAN IS YOURS on a line on yore back po'ch,

an' let de air carry it evah
direction it wanta go. An' when hit dry, yo' take it an' weah it lowdown on
yo' - de lower part of yo'.

(0Of your body. Down near the privates?)

Yes. An' ah don' care where he be, he would have tuh come tuh yo'. But be
sure dat yo' throw de bottle away. Throw it away. Don't have anythin' mo' tuh
do wit it aftah yo' do dat. An' yo' will bring 'im tuh yuh, an ah don' care
where he is.

(You take this bottle full of Hearts Cologne and you drive three needles down
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into the stopper. Then you put this in a pan of vinegar - this bottle. Then

you put a black rag over the pan. But the rag must be in the vinegar.)

De rag must be in de vinegah an' de vinegah must come a 1li'le above it, where
it won' show de rag; but jes' come a 1li'le above de bottle an' de rag. An' wrap
de bottle up in de black rag. An' den yo' take a 1li'le fo'k [fork] - remembah,
don' put chure han's on it - an' shake dat rag out. An' den yo' take it an' hang
it up on a line. Don' wring it, jes' let de watah dreen [drain] out jes' as it
will., Let it dry. Aftah it dry, den yo' fix it on, an' yo' throw de bottle
away, an' throw de vinegah out de basin. 'Cuz ah done dat mahself. [Sumter,

S. Car., (1380), 2450:1.]

3 to 6 NEW PINS OR NEEDLES IN BED - CANNOT SLEEP 9795. Ah heard they kin fix

needles or pins an' put 'em

in yore bed an' yo' can't rest to sleep in that bed.

(Do they put any number of needles in there? Or pins?)

Three - from three to six, dat's whut ah've heard of.

(Either needles or pins, or both?)

Needles or pins, brand-new ones nevah been used. [Waycross, Ga., (1133),
1939:7.]

9796. Ah do know of crossin' three pins. Whut dat re'lly means - crossin'
three pins mean dat in a very short time some person is li'ble tuh git stobbed

[stabbed] or shot or cut.
(Where do you cross these

CROSS 3 PINS LIKE 6 SPOKES OF WHEEL - OVER DOOR three pins?)

UNDER WHICH VICTIM WALKS - KILLED IN 3 MONTHS Cross dese three pins up ovah
yore do'. Place dem three pins
up ovah de do' jes' lak yo' put

one in each diff'ren' spot: one [pin] at dat run [over first pin] an' [third pin]

right across dat run. [Like this arrange 3 pins.] An' puts [where] de per-

son walk undah it. Well, in one :%<: or two months, or in three months, he'll

be cut, shot or stobbed. [A similar six-spokes-of-wheel rite follows this rite.]
[Waycross, Ga., (1111),1784:10.]
9797. Yo' take needles an' pin
'em in a flannel rag, an' it

CROSS 3 NEW NEEDLES IN FLANNEL RAG FORMING must be needles dat have nevah

6 EQUAL ANGLES OR 6 OPEN TRIANGLES OR 6 SPOKES been used, an' yo' wrap dem in

OF A RIMLESS WHEEL - BURY UNDER STEPS - TROUBLE a angle an' fold 'em in a angle,

an' dat brings a lotta trouble.

(How many needles did you say?)

Three. See, yo' stick dem

through de flannel lak dat [demonstrates], chew know, an' den lak dat.

(Like the spokes of a wheel?) [See diagram in preceding rite.]

Yeah. Den yo' wraps dem up an' yo' buries 'em.

(Where do you bury them?)

Undah de steps. [Memphis, Tenn., (1529), 2733:9.]

9798. Ah've heard dey kin use three straight pins an' three needles an' John
de Conkah root an' bury it dere.

(Where?)

Undah de house.

(What will that do?)

Dey say dat will run de person out of de house.

(Well, will they put those pins in any way?)

Well, dey stick 'em straight down in de root, dey say in de middle wit dem
needles around it.
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(The needles around the

root.)
STICK 3 PINS IN ONE SIDE OF A JOHN DFE CONKAH ROOT Dat's right, an' three pins.
3 NEEDLES IN OTHER SIDE - BURY ROOT UNDER HOUSE (Right in the center of the
THIS WILL RUN AWAY PERSONS LIVING IN THAT HOUSE house.)

Anywhere under de house.
(Do you put the three pins
on one side and the needles on the other or what?)
Dat's right.
(Or do you put first one pin and then a needle?)
Three pins in rotation, three needles in rotation. [Brunswick, Ga., (1195),
2013:13.]

(d). FOUR NEEDLES OR PINS

9799. Well, ah heered de way a man [cunjureman] handles a woman [for a woman
client] jes' about takin' 'er [away from client's man]. An' she wanted dis woman
ranned away [from her man]. She
TO SEPARATE WOMAN FROM MAN IN 3 DAYS - CROSS went tuh dis woman's house an'
4 NEEDLES - NAME THEM - PUT UNDER HER STEPS took fo' needles an' crossed 'em
at 'er do'step an' named dem. An'
when she named de needles, de woman left in three days aftah, an' 'er [client's]
husban' come back. See. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1422), 2562:2.]
9800. (What would you do with

that?)
4 NEEDLES - BURN THEM - CROSS 2 OVER FRONT DOOR You take you three needles [see
CROSS 2 OVER BACK DOOR - KEEPS LAW AWAY correction later].

(Three needles?)

Yes, sir, an' stick - it be
four needles. See? Two go this way and two that way. Make a "X" of 'em. Burn
'em and make a "X" of 'em and hang 'em up. Put one over and the other two over
this door here like that. Three go this here, and put one on that door, and one
on the bottom.

[This confuses the number of needles.]

(How many needles did you take?)

Four - across - burnt cross, yo' see.

(You cross the points over the front door and then you cross the points over
another door - the back door?)

Yes.

(But you burn those needles first?)

Yeah, burn 'em first.

(I see. To keep the law away?)

Yes.

(I see.) [Vicksburg, Miss., (770), 1059:6.]

9801. Take fo' pins - jes' lak if yo' would rent me a house or somepin lak
dat; if yo' would rent me a house an' ah'd git behin'. All right, yo' came

down - in de mawnin' when ah come

4 NEW PINS - WHILE CALLING "DE THREE GODHAID" down, yo'd be gone. See, sompin
ARRANGED IN FORM OF CROSS AT RENTMAN'S DOOR lak dat, yo' goin' put me out,
undahstan'. Well, now, ah lak
de place an' ah wanta stay dere. Well, de thing ah'm goin' do, ah'm goin' git
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me fo' pins - fo' straight pins dat's nevah been used. Ah kin take 'em an' drop
'em in a kinda of a cross-lak; one heah, one heah, one dere an' one dere.

(Like a cross - like four points in a cross?)

Dat's right. Den ah kin call De Three Godhaid.

(How would you do that?)

Ah would say, drop dis one, '"Name of de Son, Name of de Fathah, Name of de
Bleesed Holy Ghost. Amen." Den walk on tuh yore do' an' knock an' say, says,
"Well, Captain [evah whut chure name be] ah haven't got all yore money. Ah
got so much an' so much." Well, he say, 'Well, all right. Stay on an' pay up
when yo' can."

(Where would you bury those pins?)

Oh, don't bury 'em atall. Yo' jes' drop 'em in dem fo' angles.

(Where do you drop them, in his house or your house?)

In front of 'is do'.

(In front of the owner of the house - in front of his door?)

Dat's right, right in front of 'is do' an' knock on de do', an' den yo' tell
'im about de money whut yo' has. [I failed to ask whether these 4 pins formed 2
separate crosses + + or a cross with 8 arms or spokes, a rimless wheel; for 6
spokes see No0.9796; v.4, No.5720.] [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1407), 2528:5.]

9802. Yo' kin take now an' git chew a bran'new pack of goldeye needles an'
put one in each corner of yore house. Yo' know a house is got fo' corners to

it, a house dat wuz made straight.
4 NEW NEEDLES BURIED AT 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE An' put 'em in each cornmer. Have
INCANTATION AGAINST LAW IN THE 3 HOLY NAMES to dig a hole, ah think yo' know,

tuh bury it. Yo' know, yo' bury
it down in dat hole an' say - but chew have tuh say some words behin' it, too,
yo' know. When yo' say dat it keep de policeman away.

(What words do you say behind that, do you know?)

Jes' lak de Son an' de Holy Ghost. Yo' know, jes' ah tole yo' while ago,
jes' repeat dose: Hope tuh God de policeman stay away, "In de Father an' de
Holy Ghost."

(You don't say the Son?)

No, dey don't say de Son. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1424), 2550:2.]

9803. Well, yo' see, de house yo' lives in has got four corners to it. Well,
it's north, east, west, and south. Well, yo' take a simple thing as a needle,

one needle, an' take that needle

9 NEEDLES - 1 IN EACH 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE an' put in each corner of your

AT MIDNIGHT AND IN 1 CORNER EACH NIGHT house. An' every night at twelve
READ THE 10 COMMANDMENTS - AFTER 4 NIGHTS 'clock yo' read the Ten Command-
WRAP NEEDLES WITH LODESTONE - PUT OVER DOOR ments in each corner of that house.
THIS FOR TRADE AND TO KEEP THE LAW AWAY Like tonight yo' read them in one

corner an' the next night yo' read
them in another corner. An' then after yo' get that done, yo' take the needles
out wrap them up, buy a little lodestone, put the four needles in that and put
them up over the door, tack it there, an' leave it there. Yo' kin get all the
trade you want. That will even keep the law away. [St. Petersburg, Fla.,
(1025), 1658:11.]

(e). SIX NEEDLES OR PINS

9804. If yo's a keen farmah an' lookin' fo' 'em tuh break yo' up, yo' go git
chew six needles, bran' new, an' take yore - now, heah's yore barn-facin', yore
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barn door facing.

(Facing of barn door?)

Yes. Yo' make a way [split with knife] in dere an' place dem needles in dere.
Make a crack in dere wit chure knife so yo' kin place dem needles in dere. But

de eyes [of the needles],
6 NEEDLES - 3 ON EACH SIDE OF BARN DOOR - UP THERE three of 'em, an' place 'em
HEIGHT OF MAN - ALL IN HORIZONTAL LINE - EACH IN jes' about de height of a
VERTICAL SLIT MADE NEEDLE-LENGTH IN DOOR BY KNIFE man's body. Go up tuh dat
THESE SYMBOLS OF 3 HOLY NAMES PROTECT MAN ON FARM do' an' put three [needles]
on each side [of the door].
An' yo'll find no breakin' up of yore farm. [Sumter, S. Car., (1359), 2396:8.]
9805. You take the [2] needles. You take a needle and you turn it one way;
one east and one north. [These ] needles are crossed, one pointing east, the
other north.] And now that
2 NEEDLES CROSSED IN BEDROOM - 4 NEW PINS CROSSED [was in the] bedroom, what
UNDER CENTER OF HOUSE - A QUINCUNX - CROSSES HOUSE you left in there. You
[can] take the pins and put
'em in your bedroom just thataway [the same way] you see. [For crossing 2 nee-
dles or 2 pins in bedroom, see rite following this one.]

(I see. Now wait a minute. You cross two needles according to the direc-
tions [you gave]. You cross each like that [I demonstrate]. Then you get four
new pins, and you by a [something] make another cross?)

Yes, make another cross.

(All right, With those [4 new] pins. Then what do you do?)

Then you take it and you take a stocking and you put it between the stocking.

(Any piece of clothes or any kind of...?)

Yeah, any kind of clothing. I just take a stocking for a parable = [example]
but any kind piece of clothes - to be sure to put it right in the middle. And
then you fold it. Fold it up and you go bury it right in the middle of their
house - up under the house. [This "middle" of the house is the well-known 5th
point, the center of 4 other points, creating a quincunx, many examples of which
have been given in HOODOO, see margin title QUINCUNX, p.710, v.l, and elsewhere.]
Gotta get up under the house and bury that. And they be crossed up.

(That crosses them up.) [New Orleans, La., (859), 1367:5.]

9806. You can take a needle if you want to make a person sick and confined
to bed. If you can get into their house and can cross two needles on the bottom

of the mattress and push them
CROSS 2 NEEDLES IN BOTTOM OF MATTRESS - STICK 4 in till they can't be seen from
NEEDLES ONE IN EACH CORNER OF HOUSE - SPRINKLE the outside, from the bottom
SALT IN 4 CORNERS - PERSON IN BED BECOMES ILL of the mattress, turn the mat-

tress up. Then you take three
[four] needles and stick them up in the corners of the house. Get them back out
of there even if you have to break them off so they can't be seen. Each corner
of the house. And then you sprinkle a little salt in each corner, and you have
the needle there, and as long as that person stays in that room and [with] those
needles and the salt - after they sweep of course there's a few grains of that
salt is going to remain in the corner - the person will just get sick and get
up and down [from sick bed] and they can't get well until they remove those two
needles crossed under their bed. If they can find them and remove them they'll
get all right; and if they can't, they won't. [Memphis, Tenn., (973), 1577:1.]

9807. Well, dey takes a tin plates, new tin plates, an' sulphur an' six nee-
dles to each plate. Take yo' six plates an' put chew six needles in each plate,
an' set 'em roun' de spots yo' goin' dig at, an' burn yore sulphur wit chure
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needles in dere wit de points

layin' dead in de sulphur. An'

dat will keep 'way de spirits
6 TIN PLATES - SMALL PILE OF SULPHUR IN CENTER from comin' in.

OF EACH - IN EACH PILE 6 NEEDLES IN CIRCLE (When you are hunting money?
POINTS INWARD - SET THESE PLATES IN CIRCLE Those points are pointing to
ROUND BURIED TREASURE - BURN THE SULPHUR this 1little bit of sulphur in

THIS WILL KEEP AWAY SPIRITS GUARDING TREASURE that plate?)
In de center of de plate.
(When you are hunting money?)
When yo' huntin' money. [See
also section SPIRITS GUARD BURIED TREASURE, pp.111-135, vol.l, and elsewhere.]
[Brunswick, Ga., (1242), 2112:15.]

(f). 7 NEEDLES OR PINS

9808. Yo' take seven needles an' yo' take seven straight pins an' yo' take

three nails. An' yo' kin take a quart of watah an' de stoppah tuh shet [shut]

de quart bottle. An' y'o kin put dem dere seven needles an' dem dere straight

pins an' dem three nails in

7 NEEDLES - 7 PINS - 3 NAILS - IN QUART OF WATER dat quart of watah. An' yo'
PUT_IN STOPPER BUT NOT TOO TIGHT - PLACE BOITLE  put dat stoppah in dere. Stop

UNDER YOUR BED - TO KILL VICTIM QUICKLY - HIT it up, but don' try tuh stop
STOPPER WITH HAMMER OF WOOD [MALLET] 3 TIMES it tight. An' yo' place it
EVERY MORNING AT SUNRISE - CALLING VICTIM'S NAME at sun risin' undah yore baid.
DIES IN 17 DAYS - TO LINGER PERSON HIT STOPPER An' if yo' wanta kill a puh-

ONCE AFTER SUNSET - EITHER CASE - STOPPER TIGHT son - lak yo' wanta kill 'im-
yo' kin hit dat stoppah wit a

hammah. But yo' don' want no iron hammah, yo' wants a kinda wooden hammah, yo'
undahstand. [Wooden hammer is rare in HOODOO.] An' yo' hit dat a certain many
times evah mawnin' tuh kill a puhson, an' yo' hit it one time aftah it's gone
down, dat sun, jes' tuh lingah dat person - jes' tuh put 'im sick, where he be
no mo' good, jes' lingahin'. An' when dem needles rust out, he rust out. It
won't kill 'im right away. Take dem nails an' needles in dat quart bottle, an'
yo' kin hit dat stoppah three times where de sun rise an' in seventeen days he'll
be daid....

[Here I turned off machine too quickly and had to reopen conversation with a
question. ]

(Where do you put this bottle then? Do you put it under the victim's bed?)

No sir, yo' put it undah yore baid, an' when yo' hit dat, take it out evah
savnin'-time yo' git up, an' hit dat stoppah an' jes' call [the name of] which
ane yo' wanta do [kill]. If yo' want 'im tuh lingah, yo' kin hit dat stoppah
one time, as de sun goin' down, de sun settin' in de weat; an' if yo' wanta
kfll 'im, yo' kin hit it early in de mawnin' three times. [Waycross, Ga.,
(1135), 1845:4.]

(g). EIGHT NEEDLES OR PINS

9809. Well, now if yo' is livin' neah me an' dey brings on confusion between
I an' yo' which we can't git along or make us bat up wit one 'mothah, yo' kin
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take eight straight pins. Eight straight pins now. Yo' lay fo' of 'em tuh yore

front do'. Yo' lays fo' tuh yore back do'. An' yo' goin' have tuh move 'way
from dere. Yo' can't stay.

8 PINS - 4 HIDDEN POINT-OUT AT FRONT DOOR (Do they lay those in any particular

4 POINTS-OUT AT HIS BACK DOOR - IF ENEMY way?)

MAKE US BAT UP WIT ONE 'NOTHAH Well, yes, yo' lay all de p'ints back

THIS RITE WILL RUN OUR TROUBLE-MAKER AWAY out at de front steps, see. Jes' lak
yo' go in de house, yo' come up an'

go in de house over de step, well, yo' lay dose pins lak dat, de p'ints p'intin'

out p'intin' 'way from de house back an' front.

(That makes you move.) [St. Petersburg, Fla., (980), 1589:8.]

(h). NINE NEEDLES OR PINS

9810. (That foot track, what do you do with that foot track after you get it
and put those pins and things in it?)

Yo' take hit, yo' don't bury hit, yo' lie hit on yore bedspring an' yo' sleep
on hit. An' he may go wit anothah woman but he won't c&' [care] nuthin 'bout

'er. An' in goin' tuh de othah woman he'll pay
9 NEEDLES AND A LOVE PROBLEM yo' twice de 'tenshun [attention] dat he will 'er.
AND FOOT TRACKS AND ANT NEST But in goin' wit yo' an' lovin' yo' often, yo'
know, evah once in a way he'll go tuh dis woman,
but he won't intendin' tuh stay cuz ah got a man lak dat. Him an' me mean so
much.,

(In other words, you will take this foot track in order to hold a man - that's
all.)

Dat hold 'im.

(And you put those pins in there in order to keep other women away. You name
them your enemies.)

(I am corrected!]

Dat won't completely keep 'em away, but he'll be from undah dere influence.

(When you name these pins you are thinking of other women, aren't you?)

Yessuh, dat's de enemies.

(They are your enemies and you want to keep them away from your husband or
your man.)

Well, heah's de othah one. Yo' see, womens doin' lak dat, gittin' de foot
track an' pins, dat's not all of it.

Yo' see if a woman - now, ah don't know 'cuz ah ain't nevah did nuthin, but
ah hear'd it. [They] say, if a woman goin' wit chure man, he care de mos' fo'
yo', an' yo' ain't tryin' tuh, yo' know, do nuthin but jes' tryin' to keep de
man a li'le out de way, an' she tryin' tuh do somepin tuh 'im.

Yo' must always do lak dis, say he goin' wit 'er an' he ca' mo' fo' 'er.
Well, she's got'a make him c3' mo' fo' her den he do yo'. Yo' got'a git 'is
track den, but chew git it in a diff'ren' way. 'Stead [instead] of gittin' it
fahwahds, yo' gits it backwahds. But chew take it an' yo' c3' it tuh a ants
[nest] - jis' lak, yo' know, in de summah. Jis' lak yo' see a ants nest an'
ants totin' dirt in an' out. Dis is c3@'in' [carrying] it in jis' [like] ah'm
gittin' love. Yo' got'a git de woman's track dis time, not de man's track. Git
de woman's track. Yo' c3a' it tuh a ants nest where de ants totin' dirt in an'’
out an' put it down dere. An' yo' go tuh puttin' it down where de ants totin'
in dere. Yo' know how ants tote in. An' yo' name de same thing: "Name of de
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Fathah, de Son an' de Holy Ghost, make her leave dis town.'" An' yo' know, as
yo' thinkin' [all this] yo' sprinkle it. Well, jis' as de ants tote it in, she
got'a go. Well, dat's de woman.

Fo' de man, well, yo' don't put it down in no ants nest. Jis' tie it up in
a hans'cuff [handkerchief] an' yo' got'a put nine pins in dere.

[Here I turned off machine thinking she had ended and had to restart by re-
peating what had been lost.]

(Put it in your bedspring?)

Put dat undah de haid of yore mattress an' sleep on it. But de woman yo'
got'a find a ants nest where de ants totin' in de dirt.

[Informant now tells an experience of hers, an experience similar to the one
told in , vol. .]

Dis wus a man passin' through [town]. Ah didn't know 'im an' he didn't know
me. Ah wus on mah way tuh a party one night an' he said, '"Lady," he said, "ah'm
hongry. Ah wan't somepin tuh eat. If yo'd give me twenty cents," an' he said,
"dat's not de price, ah'd tell yo' somepin.” He wus a big mulatto man. He
weren't no white man, he wus a colored man.

Ah says, '"Well, ah'll give yo' mo' den twenty cents," ah said, "heah's thirty
cents."

An' heah's whut he tole me. An' he tole it so straight. Ah had nevah seed
de man befo' an' he had nevah seen me, but he tole me who [what woman] mah man
wus gone wit an' how he looked an' evahthing, an' whut she wus tryin' tuh do, an'
wvhut fo' me tuh do. An' ah'd called 'im back an' ah'd sweah de man wus crazy.
But ah done whut he tole me [to bring back my man]. De dog! See, dat walk right
off an' left me. He come right back tuh me an' ah ain't had no mo' trouble wit
"im since.

Ah wus dressed an' ah start out tuh de party. Well, it wus a big mulatto man
an' he came rapped on de do'. He did give his name but ah ain't goin' tell no
story, ah cain't remembah 'is name now.

He says, ''Well, where yo' goin', lady? See yo' dressed." Ah an' mah sistah
[were going to the party], but ah'm jis' talkin' 'bout mahself. He wus talkin'
tuh me.

He says, "Ah lak yore future." Aftah dis, ast 'im tuh come in.

Ah say, "Ah'm goin' tuh a party."

He says, '"Whut party yo' goin' to?" He says, "Ah think ah mostly know wit'out
chew tell me."

Ah says, "Ah'm goin' down heah in Thomastown." [I said it] jis' lak dat.

He say, 'Well, yo' drinkin'.'" Dat wus 'is words.

Ah said, "Ah'm drinkin'?"

He say, 'Yeah."

Ah said, "Ah did have 'bout a dime's drink but no mo'." [This was a dime's
drink back in 1939, not in 1976, and it was the cheapest moonshine available.]

He said, "Well, yo' goin' tuh de party tuhnight. He's daid an' yo' goin'
preparin’' tuh raise hell." Said, "But if yo' gived me twenty cents, ah'll tell
yo' sompin."

Ah say, '"Well, whut chew gona tell me?"

He says, "Yo' worryin'," says, 'yo're not satisfied." HE SAYS, "IT'S A WOMAN
BUT SHE'S NOT YORE COMPLEXION,' SAYS, '"'YO'S KINDA TEASY, WHUT CHEW CALL CHOCOLATE
BROWN, BUT DIS WOMAN IS BLACK." He says, "Whut chew call a [something] or some
kinda black woman [something]. Say, '"But dis woman tryin' take yore man.'" Dat
whut he said, '"'Dis woman tryin' uh take yore man."

An' he say, "When dis woman tryin' 'uh take yore man, if yo' give me twenty
cents, ah tell yo' how tuh git 'im from 'er 'tention." An' he say, "Ah oughta
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charge mo' den dat," he said, '"but ah's hongry an' ah want somepin uh eat." But
he wus a colored man. We wus goin' tuh a barbecue, ah an' dis girl.

Ah say, '"Well, if yo' come go tuh de party, ah'll buy yo' sompin."

He say, "Well, if yo' promise me fo' shuah yo'll buy me somepin uh eat, ah'll
pay yo' 'fore yo' gits dere. BUT IF YO' DON' PAY ME DE MONEY, WHUT AH TELL YO'
WON'T DO YO' NO GOOD."

Ah said, "Well, come on."

He said, "Yo' goin' wit de man an'," he said, '"'de man love yo' an' yo' love de
man, an'," he say, "jis' lak he come an' familiahize [familiarize] wit chew. He
don't stay heah an' life [live] wit chew, do he?"

Ah says, "He sho' don't." Ah says, '"Me an' 'im quit." Ah said, "He lived
down dere wit dem othah wimmins, went crazy 'bout 'em."

He say, ''Well, when he step out de [door], jis' lak he step, yo' go out an'
yo' git 'is right feet, git 'is right track." Says, "When he step out, don' chew
go right behin' 'im. De time [after] he go, git 'is right track."

Ah didn't even pay 'tention. Ah put on mah coat, de one dat ah wuz weahin'
roun',

He say, '"Git it from de toe an' rake it back tuh de heel, an' git somepin
kinda slick an'," he say, "whut yo' pick up on dere, take an' tie it up in a
hans'cuff."” An' he say, "When yo' tie it up in a hans'cuff, yo' git nine straight
pins, an' if dere any woman dat chew think he goes wit, whatevah dere name dat
chew think is yore enemies, yo' call 'em name by name. An' jes' as yo' call '
name by name, yo' stick dat pin in dat hans'cuff an' dat dirt till yo' git de
nine pins in dere." An' [he] say, "When yo' git 'em in dere, hol' up de haid of
yore mattress an' put it [handkerchief with pins] on yore springs, an' let yore
mattress fall back down an' sleep on it." AN' SAY, "HE'LL COME TUH YO' MO' SO
DEN HE'LL GO TUH DIS OTHAH WOMAN.'" SAY, "HE MAY GO BACK TUH DIS OTHAH WOMAN BUT
HE WON'T MEAN 'ER NO GOOD. HE'LL MEAN YO' DE GOOD."

(Then what else did he tell you about - there's something else about getting
rid of the women?)

About de girl. Well, he jes' left an' heah ah thought that...

He says, "Now, if yo' wanta git rid of dis woman, if he go wit yo'..." She
lived down on - ah live on [something] Street, 1001, an' she lived on [something]
Street, way down at de [something] Garden.

"Yo' wanta git rid of dis woman he goin' wit," say, "but if yo' don't do it,
if yo' do lak yo' did de firs' time, it'll backwards an' fo'wards. If yo' wanta
git dis woman out of town," say, "yo' go tuh her. She ain't comin' where yo'
live, cuz she's scared of yo'." Dat's whut he said. '"But chew go tuh 'er home.
She goes tuh work evah mawnin'." But he wun't lyin'. She do go tuh work an' ah
know it, '"Yo' know whut kind a shoes she weahs?"

Ah said, 'Yah, ah do."

Say, '"Now, ah got de right feet of his'n. Yo' git de left feet of 'er track
an' don't rake it from de toe." "See," [says informant] ah rake his'n from de
toe." [He] say, "Yo' take it from de heel. Take it up an' put in a piece of
papah an' ca it tuh a ants nest." Now dis is a diff'ren' story.

"Yo' see how de ants," he says, "work all day. Yo've seen dat. See, dey be
totin' it in but dey don't tote it out. When dey come out, dey come out aftah
ca'in' it through [the hole]." Jis' lak dose ants wit'in dey nest, he don't
nevah tote out, he totes in.

He says, '"Yo' take dis woman's track an' rake it from de back of 'er heel, de
left foot, an' ca' it tuh a ants nest. Go till yo' find a ants nest, totin' in
an' out," [he] says, "if yo' have tuh wait till de summah. If yo' cain't run tuh
de south," say, "yo' wait till den [warmer weather] an' dey ants totin' in."

em
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[Down the coast from Maryland the "south" was always farther south - author.]
An' he say, "Yo' jis' stan' up dere where yo' see all dem red antses totin'
dat dirt intuh de hole, an' yo' has it in a papah or hans'cuff an' jes' sprinkle

it down, In de Name of de Fathah, an' de Holy Ghost, whut do yo' want wit mah
man? An' ah want mah man fo' ah need mah man mahself. An' jis' drop it dere an'
sprinkle it,"

An' de ants will come pick up dis dirt whut ah bring from anothah place an'
dey goin' tote it in dere. An' dat's jis' how she'll tramp [become a tramp, a
wanderer]. When ah sprinkle it down dere an' dey tote it, she'll have tuh leave
dis town. 1If yo' wanta git rid of 'er, yo' jis' carry it tuh a ants nest an'
yo'll be rid of de woman.

He say, ''De man goin' stay 'cuz yo's sleepin' on 'is dirt undahhaid [under
your head]. But de woman will have tuh leave town. She will leave de town an'
won't even know how she leave."

(Well, did you do that, then?)

DID AH DO IT? AH'VE GOT 'IM BUT AH AIN'T GOIN' STOLE [STEAL] HIM. AH AIN'T
RUN 'ER YET, BECUZ IT AIN'T BEEN BUT A COUPLE OF MONTHS BACK. WELL, YO' KNOW,
IT'S WINTAHTIME AN' DE ANTSES AIN'T TOTIN' IN TOO MUCH DIRT. IT'S WINTAH.

But ah tried it 'bout puttin' de pins intuh him [his foot tracks]. BUT AH
KNOW ONE THING, HE'S QUIT [HER]. BUT AH'LL BE DOGGED IF AH AIN'T GOT 'IM. IF
SHE SEE HIM, SHE SEE HIM ON DE FLY, 'CUZ SHE SHORE WON'T KETCH 'IM REG'LAH.

(Well, are you waiting now until the ants come out before you run her?)

AH'M GONA "RUN" 'ER THOUGH. AH'M JES' AS GOOD TUH RUN 'ER AS AH'M SETTIN'

IN DIS CHAIR. She go tuh work evah day right by mah house. All ah gotta do -
ah'm gonna grab 'er left-feeted track an' ah'm gona git me a ants nest.

She's de onliest one give me trouble wit mah man, an' soon as ah git dat she
won't give me no trouble. JIS' AS FUR NO'TH AS AH WANT 'ER TUH GO, SHE GOIN'.,
AH'M GONA NAME DE CITY WHEN AH'M DROPPIN' DE DIRT AN' WE SEE HOW FUR SHE'LL GO.
[This woman had a good story but she hopped around the room and kept repeating
and repeating.] [Florence, S. Car., (1290), 2187:4.]

9811. [The rite that follows is a folding-into-triangles rite, a fairly com-
mon belief for which also see: Nos.3189, 3527, vol.3; 8648, 8766 with diagrams,
8767, 8768, vol.4. There are also rites folding into squares: 3162 and 3182,

vol.3, as well as folding
into oblongs, 3184, vol.3.]
Yo' buy a papah of pins -

HERE IS ANOTHER VERSION OF THE TRIANGLE RITE aw, jes' as much as yo' wanta.
9 NEW PINS - SQUARE PIECE OF NEW HOMESPUN Yo' git nine new pins. Listen
FOLD FROM YOU ONE CORNER OF CLOTH TO DIAGONALLY now, git chew a piece of new
OPPOSITE CORNER MAKING 2 TRIANGLES - AGAIN homespun cloth 'bout dat long

FOLD TO OPPOSITE CORNER INTO 4 TRIANGLES - AGAIN [demonstrates].
FOLD TO OPPOSITE CORNER INTO 8 TRIANGLES - INTO (About six or seven inches

THE 3 CORNERS OF THESE 8 SUPERIMPOSED long.)

TRIANGLES - CROSS 2 PINS = 6 PINS - TURN OVER Yessuh, an' yo' fol' dit. Yo'
TRIANGLE AND IN CENTER - CROSS 3 PIN PINWHEEL see yo' fol' dit dis way first
THIS DESIGN IS CARRIED IN POCKET FOR LUCK [demonstrates].

(Going away from you first.)

Den yo' take it an' fol' dit

back lak dat. Yo' understan'
now, dat's two fold dere den. Den yo' fol' dit again. All right. Yo' take two
pins - now listen. Two new pins an' make a stah [star] in dis cormah, an' take
anothah two [new pins] - dat's fo' ain't it? An' put a stah in dat cornah. Den
dat in de firs' cornah. Den in de cornah dere yo' make yore firs' lap. All
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right, now dat's fo' [pins]. Den yo' take two an' put 'em straight up an' down
on dis side dis way. Point it dat-a-way, dat sharp point. Den yo' take two mo'
an' turn it down an' take de middle an' turn it lak dat [demonstrates]. Dat's
nine. An' tote it in yore pocket or in yore pocketbook. Dat will give yo' all
de sharp luck yo' want.

(Just to be sure of that. Suppose you show me how you wrap that up now. How
you fold that.)

All right, ah will. Listen now. Yo' see, dis is a cornah, an' dere's anothah
cornah, but it may be jes' about dat odd, yo' see. Cut in a cornah. Den yo'
turn dat cornah lak dat. Dat's one fold isn't it?

(Yes.)

All right, yo' take dis ovah heah lak dat. Dat two fold isn't it?

(That's two folds.)

When yo' take dat ovah dere, dat's three ain't it?

(That's the whole piece you are talking about?)

Yeah, dat's de whole piece.

(Now wait a minute, you've got the paper now.)

[I hand informant a piece of paper to fold.]

Ah think dis'll be a little bit too large [begins to fold].

(You fold it. All right, now there's the piece. Wait! Now you fold over one
corner - you fold one corner over the other corner. Then you take the other cor-
ner and fold it over the other corner, as if you were making a little [paper] hat
that you put on your head.)

Dat's right. Den yo' takes an' fold it dere.

(Then you take one of those and fold it like you are making a little boat
now?)

Dat's it. Now yo' take dis an' yo' make a stah on dis end. Two.

(Two pins down there like a "V" in that corner?)

("V" is not the shape here. Since informant calls it a '"star,
are crossed.]

Put de othah ones in dis cornah. Dat one dere. Yo' undahstan' dat. Den yo'
take den ovah heah an' yo' put two. Dat's six isn't it? Don' chew see? All
right. Well, den yo' take two mo' of dem an' turn 'em down - on de opposite
side, yes. Well, now dat'll be eight, isn't it? Dat leaves a odd one, isn't
it? Take de odd one an' stick it right in de middle.

(Right in the center?)

Yeah.

(You have four parallel pins and the ninth [fifth] crossing. Now wait! At
one end you have the two in the shape of the "V" and then at the point of the
hat you have two in the shape of a "V'". And then in that triangle you have the
four "V's" parallel, four up and two are down. Then you have the ninth pin
across them.)

That's correct.

(Now what do you do with that?)

Now yo' take dat an' yo' will fold it lak dat, an' tote it in yore pocket or
in yore pocketbook, an' it will give yo' sharp luck. An' nobody can't hurt chew.
[Sumter, S. Car., (1343), 2324:5.]

9812. Use de pins an' needles. Yo' kin use it fo' nine points or eighteen
points. Dat's tuh make love an' tuh hold a person.

(How do they do that?)

Well, yo' kin take yo' a bran'-new nine. Ah'm goin' use nine points. 1It's
accordin' tuh how many points. It runs from nine tuh eighteen points. If yo'
goin' tuh nine points, yo' kin git chew nine bran'-new needles dat nevah been

the two pins
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used. An' yo' git chew nine bran'-new pins dat nevah been used, an' yo' take a

piece of clot' [any kind of cloth] lak dis [demonstrates] an' yo' run one needle
dat way an' run one dis way,

9 PINS - 9 NEEDLES - ALL NEW - STICK INTO CLOTH see [demonstrates].

ALTERNATE: NEEDLE AND PIN - HEAD AND POINT (You alternate them.)

WRAP UP TIGHT - HIDE UNDER ANY SIDE OF HOUSE Yes, but when yo' put a needle,
DAT'S TUH MAKE LOVE AN' TUH HOLD A PERSON yo' put a pin; yo' put a needle
IF PERSON IGNORES YOU - REVERSE THE PACKAGE an' yo' put a pin. Dat's de

way yo' do. [You altermate
needles and pins which are alternated heads and tails.] An' den yo' wrap dat
up - jes' wrap it up good an' tight lak dat - an' yo' kin put dat somewhere;
seal [conceal] dat undah each [any] side of de house. See. An' yo' kin control
dose people by dat needle. Now if dey seems tuh be cold towards yuh an' yo' wan'
dem tuh be friendly tuh yo', yo' go tuh dose needles an' pick 'em up an' jes'
turn 'em aroun' - reverse dem. If yo' got 'em layin' dis way [demonstrates] jes'
take dis end an' turn it back heah. Jest reverse it. Any time dat anything oc-
curs wit chew an' dat party, why yo' jes' reverse dose needles an' dat'll keep
'em right tuh yo'. Evah time yo' reverse it, dat brings dere mind tuh yo', see.
An' yo' use dem [the needles or the person or both] dat way. [Waycross, Ga.,
(1166), 1960:3.]

9813. Well, yo' go git chew nine needles, nine pins; jes' take nine needles

an' nine safety pins. Jes' cross de needles an' put de pins up an' down. See,
heah's de needles crossed

9 NEEDLES - 9 OPEN SAFETY PINS - CROSSED IN CLOTH an' heah's de safety pins

WRAP CLOTH - LAY OR BURY UNDER STEPS TO BRING across dem. Lak if yo' have

CUSTOMERS AND TO RUN AWAY UNWANTED PERSON AND LAW a piece of cloth heah [demon-
strates] an' yo' stick a

needle across in it dere, yo' stick a safety pin lak dat [demonstrates] but don't

hook it.

(You put the safety pin across this needle right in the cloth.)

Dat's right, but don' hook it, undahstan'. An' yo' take dat den - aftah yo'
git 'em in dere, yo' take dat piece of cloth, if dey anywhere aroun' neah an'
jes' take it - yo' ain't gotta bury it if yo' don' wanta. Yo' kin wrap it. Yo'
kin bury it middleways of de steps, if yo' git undah dere. Go right middleway
of yore steps. Don't have [to] bury it or yo' kin do it, jes' in de middleways
of de steps. Dey ain't goin' stay dere long 'fore dey be gone.

(This will move them out.)

Yes sir, dey won' come roun'. Dey won' even come up dat steps no mo'.

Dem same nine needles ah's tellin' yo' 'bout, dem same nine needles, yo'll
cross de firs' one across. Put de needles 'cross an' de pins straight up an'
down - de safety pins.

(Get a piece of cloth like that?)

Yes, an' put dem in dere an' let 'em stay in dere, an' put it 'way somewhere.
'Stead [instead] of 'im goin' off, he'll stay roun' dere. De person dat's been
bothahin' yo' is goin' tuh leave dere, an' de law ain't hardly goin' come. Dat's
whensomevah yo' wants tuh run dis person dat's bothahin' yo', an' whensomevah yo'
wants yore customah tuh come tuh yore house an' de police tuh stay away. [Fay-
etteville N. Car., (1450), 2635:2 & 5 joined.]

9814. Ah don't know what de herb are, but yo' take dem nine needles if a
woman come tuh yo' [informant thinks I am a doctor] an' want a man. He [the
wanted man] got anothah woman an' she want tuh git 'im. He [doctor] tell 'er
tuh take nine needles an' put 'em on a thread. Have one jes' a 1i'l bit 'bove
de othah. [Informant is illustrating.] Jes' come right on - nevah let 'em be
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even - jes' come a 1i'l bit above de othah. An' tell 'er tuh take dem nine nee-
dles an' bury 'em undah de do'step.

Well, evah who [whoever] dis man is, if
TO TAKE A MAN AWAY FROM ANOTHER WOMAN she wan' 'im, he's comin' an' de [other]

THREAD 9 NEEDLES ONE ABOVE THE OTHER woman can't [do anything about it] 'cuz
BURY UNDER DOORSTEP WITH UNKNOWN HERBS she got 'er wit dem needles, see. Now,
WANTED MAN COMES BUT NOT OTHER WOMAN ah know dat's true cuz...

(She can't come, why?)
She can't come where he is, no sir.
She can't go tuh save huh life. [Savannah, Ga., (1261), 2143:3.]
9815. Take nine needles an' string
THREAD 9 NEEDLES - OVER DOOR - BRINGS LOVER 'em with a thread, string 'em up
ovah yuh front doah, an' make any-
one yo' love come tuh yuh. [Wilmington, N. Car., (205), 113:5+85.]
9816, Git nine goldeye nee-
THREAD 9 GOLDEYE NEEDLES - STICK INTO CORK STOPPER dles an' put 'em on a string
PUT THIS IN PERSON'S MATTRESS — CANNOT REST ON IT an' put a cork stopper in de
end of 'em [stick needles
into stopper] an' put 'em in anybody's mattress, an' dey won't rest dere. Dey
can't rest on dere. [Waycross, Ga., (1134), 1842:6.]

9817. Git chew some needles, lak a pack of needles, an' jis' befo' dey be
used [get new needles]. An' lak - go right, [points] lak dat dat person's do'
right dere. An' git dat needle, yo' know, an' dig dat needle [into the door],

yo' know. Plant it jis' lak yo'
9 NEEDLES CROSSED IN DOOR MAKES PERSON MOVE dig it in roun' lak dis [demon-

strates]. Dig one lak dis, put
one lak dat, an' take one, yo' know, crossin' it right in front [of] dat per-
son's do'. See. [All this has been acted out.] An' when dose needles begin
tuh git rusty, well dat jis' begin tuh make 'em upset in de house, yo' see. It
will make 'em upset wit de landlord an' den de landlord put 'em out. [The pre-
ceding dat dat = that that = that is that = like that is that person's door.]

(On that door, you put one needle like that [I demonstrate], and then you put
one needle like that. Follow me [pay attention]. You put one needle like that,
then you put one on top of it like that, and then you put another one on top like
that. You just keep crossing them. How many do you put in there?)

Yes, yo' put nine.

(That is all you have to do, use those nine needles?)

Use those nine needles. [Algier, La., (1590), 2986:5.]

9818. Dey'll take dat an' dey'll go tuh verk [work] cuz dey kin git nine
needles - now listen, nine needles. Stop dat up, put dat in a bottle an' dey'll

turn dat cross yuh step - cross
de do'step - an' yuh can't go,
9 NEEDLES AND VICTIM'S BATHWATER neithah cross it.
BOTTLED UNDER DOORSTEP KEEPS HOME (They put this bath water of
yours in this bottle to keep you
in the house.) [Charleston, S.
Car., (just before 517), 603:3.]
9 NEEDLES STOPPED UP IN BOTTLE - UNDER STEPS 9819. Well, if it's anybody dat
SAYING: "GIT OUT CHURE YO' DAMN DEVIL! Eg!" yo' wanted tuh move outa de house,
yo' take nine needles an' put it
in a bottle an' stop it up tight,
an' bury it undahneat' de steps an' tell 'em, "Git out chere yo' damn devil!
Go!" Well, dey'll go. [Brunswick, Ga., (1210), 2046:12.]
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9820. Latsa people dey take nine needles, bran'-new needles an' dey git a
piece of lodestone an' put 'em in dis way an' dat-a-way [demonstrates]....
(Now wait. [I try to repeat informant's demonstration.] Put in this way
and that way?) [I am making a cross.]
Yes sir, cross [demonstrates].
(Cross them all.)
An' den yo' go tuh a blacksmith shop an' git chew some anvil dust, de steel
from de anvil where dey make de iron, an' put it in dere. An' git chew a piece
of lodestone an' put ten
cents [a silver dime] in
9 NEW NEEDLES - LODESTONE - ANVIL DUST - SILVER DIME it. It's lucky tuh yuh

PUT EVERYTHING IN FORM OF CROSS - SEW INTO BAG if yo' keep it an' let
FEED THIS HAND WITH WHISKEY - LET NO ONE TOUCH IT nobody touch it. Feed it
YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE SILVER MONEY wit whiskey. Yo'll always

have silvah money.

[Even during my collecting
days back in 1938 the preceding anvil dust never saw an anvil; it came from ma-
chine-shop filings. Anvil dust and steel dust were the same thing, depending
upon age, size, color, etc.]

[In the following comment I am not talking for informant's benefit, I am an-
notating for the future.])

(Now in putting these needles, you put one needle like that, and then you put
another needle on there like that - like a cross, sort of like little squares,
like tick-tack-toe.)

Yes. [Everything is arranged or sprinkled into the form of a cross before
the combined materials are put in the bag.)] [Mobile, Ala., (671), 885:8.]

9821, Ah've hear'd dey could bury - dey ties nine needles togethah an' grease
dem with de grease dey call axle grease an' bury dem dat ways. An' hit on dem

nine times, not hit dem all
TIE 9 NEEDLES TOGETHER - GREASE WITH AXLE GREASE on de same mawnin'. Dey bury

BURY IN FRONT OF DOOR - OR DIVIDE INTO 3 GROUPS 'em in three parts in front
TIED - BEFORE DOOR — HIT EITHER ONCE DAILY 9 DAYS of de do' an' hit 'em nine
DAT'S TUH DRIVE A PERSON AWAY...JES' DIE times fo' nine mawnin's.
NAILS COULD BE SUBSTITUTED FOR NEEDLES (Hit them once each morning?)

Once each mawnin' an' dat
will - dat's tuh drive a person away - yo' know, jes' die. Yo'll jes' fade away.
Nails also [can be used].

(Either nails, or needles and pins?)
The pins, eithah nails.
(And the needles. And you put three, in groups of three. And you must hit
each one of those once?)
Yes. [Wilson, N. Car., (1454), 2643:20.]
9822. Yo' jes' take nine pins, dat if yo' got anybody an' don't want 'em
around yo'. Yo' jes' take nine pins an' stick 'em up in a roll or sompin yo'
got in de house, so nobody
9 PINS - HIDDEN IN HOUSE - EACH MORNING 9 DAYS couldn't see 'em. An' evah
PULL_OUT PIN - WALK OUTSIDE - THROW OVER LEFT mawnin' yo' git up fo' nine
SHOULDER - LAST DAY VICTIM WILL LEAVE TOWN mawnin's an' yo' pull one dose
pins outs an' jes' throw it
right ovah yore shouldah. Walk on outside an' throw it ovah yore shouldah jes'
lak nobody see where yo' throw it. Nobody know whut chew doin'. Jes' evah
mawnin' fo' nine mawnin's an' de las' day he's gone. He'll leave dat town.
(You put these pins in his house and you throw them. Show me how you throw
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them over your shoulder.)

Jes' 'sposed tuh throw 'em dat ways.

(Over the left shoulder.)

Yes. [Wilson, N. Car., (1509), 2677:6.]

9823. Dey kin bury nine needles. Point de nine needles up an' put dem intuh
de groun'. An' yo' walk ovah dem nine needles. An' dey have de points right

straight up from de groun'

9 NEEDLES OR 9 NAILS BURIED POINTS UPWARD AT DOOR an' put dat right in de mid-
MAGICALLY CAUSE PAINS IN FEET PASSING OVER THEM dle of yore do'.

An' den dey kin put nine
nails. Put nine nails wit dose nine needles an' yo' walk ovah dose nails, yo'
see, an' dose points. Dat goes intuh yuh.

(You don't have to step on them?)
No, yo' don' have tuh step on 'em. Dey have 'em buried, but dey have 'em
pointed upwards. Yeah, dey has 'em pointed upwards.
(What would that do to you then?)
Dat would give yuh pains. [Waycross, Ga., (1116), 1791:2.]
9824, Why ah could come up tuh yuh ev'ry day an' git me a pin or eithah a
needle. If ah don' borrah a pin from yuh ah'll borrah a needle from yuh. Well,
when ah gits mahself nine
BORROW: 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - SALT - BLACK OR RED needles an' nine pins, well
PEPPER - STOP UP NEEDLES AND PINS IN HOLE MADE all right. Ah goin' come an'
IN GREEN TREE - IN 9 DAYS YOU WILL BE DEAD borrah salt or eithah black
peppah from yuh, or eithah
red peppah from yuh. Well, ah done borrahed an' borrahed it. Ah knows mah num-
bah what ah done got from yuh. Ah done got nine pins an' nine needles from yuh.
Ah takes 'em an' carried 'em tuh a green tree, an' ah takes an' digs a 1i'l hole
in dat green tree, an' ah - see, ah got a cork stoppah. An' ah put dem needles
an' pins, drive 'em in dere, an' ah take dis cork stoppah an' stop 'em in dere.
Well, in about nine days yo'll be daid. [Informant names victim by intention;
besides, victim has handled the articles.] [Jacksonville, Fla., (591), 762:6.]
9825. [That] create dissatisfaction in a man's home. They kin take and bot-
tle them. Take so many pins and so many needles - about nine [each] - so it's
a odd number. You put them
9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - STICK INTO FLANNEL - PUT IN pins and needles, stick them
BAG - ADD SWEEPINGS FROM VICTIM'S HOUSE - ALL through a piece of flannel.
BOTTLED - THIS CAUSES DISSATISFACTION THERE Roll 'em up and drop 'em in

a bag. Well, natchly in pass-
ing in de house, in and out, if you kin get some of de dust that they sweep up
off the floor, yo' puts that in that bottle too. And as long as you keep it,
why it causes a great dissatisfaction in the home, so as to completely break it
up. It's never known but dey use them needles and pins that way to cause dis-
satisfaction in the home. [Norfolk, Va., (470), 479:7.]

9826. If you want somepin to happen, somepin to do, he said yo' take nine
needles an' bury 'em about a foot deep in the ground, an' [take] a red onion an'
put with it. An' take one of
BURY 1 FOOT DEEP A RED ONION INTO WHICH YOU those [packages] of needles an'
HAVE STUCK 9 NEW NEEDLES - OVERCOMES OBSTACLES stick in that onion. An' yo'll
overcome all obsticles. He
said they had to be goldeye needles. [Wilmington, N. Car., (310), 237:7+85.]
9827. Tuh bring yore sweetheart back, take a han'ke'ch'ef an' write his name
in de centah of dat han'ke'ch'ef an' fold it up. An' yo' git chew nine new nee-
dles, sewin' needles, yo' undahstan'. An' aftah yo' git dose needles, yo' take




- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 3867

dose needles an' yo' stick one in dis way [demonstrates] right intuh dat name,

an' yo' stick one dat way, an' one go dis way, one go dat way. But dey all
gotta go intuh dat name.
(All those points of those

WOMAN WRITES HIS NAME IN CENTER OF HANDKERCHIEF needles point into each other.)

FOLDS IT - STICK INTO NAME 9 NEW NEEDLES - ALL [The needles are in a rimless

IN CIRCLE POINTS INWARD - WISH - KEEP IN CENTER circle, points inward.]

OF HER BED UNDER MATTRESS - ABSENT MAN RETURNS Yassuh, goes intuh each othah.
Ah'll show yo'. Dis is yore
name but dey all gotta go intuh

dat name. Well, yo' take dat aftah yo' git 'em all in dere an' make yore wish.

An' take it an' put it up in de centah of yore baid undah yore mattress. An' den

de fo'th day, why he'll surely come back tuh yo'. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1447),

2624:10.]

9828. Yo' take de needles an' yo' git chew nine new needles an' yo' take

yore bag, a 1i'l piece outa red flannen [flannel]. An' yo' take dis red flannen

an' sew it jis' lak a 1i'l bag.

9 NEW NEEDLES - POINTS TOGETHER - IN PIECE OF Well, anythin' of 'is soiled

HIS SOILED CLOTHES - PUT IN RED FLANNEL BAG clothes, whut he sweats, somepin
CRAWL UNDER HIS HOUSE - PUT UNDER HIS ROOM nex' tuh 'is flesh. Well, yo'
WELL, WHEN DEY RUST, YO' GONNA GIT GONE put dat in dis bag. An' now yo'

take dose nine needles. Turn all
de p'ints tuhgethah. Well, it's lak if ah know yo' room heah [in the home where

I was interviewing]. Well, ah'll come roun' an' put dis heah anywhere inside.

If dis is yore room, ah come an' put it in yore room, undah de room - yo' know,

bury it. [In the South small lowland houses are built off the ground.] Well,

[as] long as yo' stay dere - well, yo' not goin' stay dere much longah becuz, yo'

know, when dose needles begin - yo' know, any needles dat's in de groun' where

it's kinda wet, it's goin' tuh soon rust. Well, when dey rust, yo' gonna git

gone. [Fayetteville, N. Car.,
(1413), 2568:6.]

9 NEEDLES IN SNUFFBOX UNDER DOORSTEP 9829. Dey put nine needles, dey

CAUSES PAINS IN PERSON CROSSING THEM say, in a snuffbox an' bury 'em
at a do'step. Dat'll make de
person be painful as long as dey
cross 'em. [Waycross, Ga.,
(1147), 1870:9.]

9 NEEDLES IN HOMESPUN UNDER STEPS ''BREAKS UP" 9830. Yuh kin take nine an' put
[usually stick] 'em intuh a piece
of homespun cloth, an' bury it

undahneath de steps, an' dat'll break 'em up, de man an' woman, whoevah it is.

[Needles and homespun are usually new.] [Wilmington, N. Car., (336), 274:9485.]

9831. An' den a person kin take needles an' put 'em in a - up undah yuh
house. Put so many needles undah dere, nine needles undah yuh house, right wheah
yuh haid is, right on dere. An' dem nine

9 NEEDLES IN A ROW - POINTS UP needles will kill yuh in nine dasy. In nine

UNDER HOUSE - UNDER HEAD IN BED days yo'll be daid.

IN NINE DAYS YO'LL BE DAID (You put them under where you sleep.)

Undah wheah yo' sleep. Dey go up undahneat'

de house. An' stick nine needles up dere in a row wit de p'ints up. An' dem

nine needles in nine days, yo'll git sick, an' 'fore de nex' nine days out, yo'

daid. [Vicksburg, Miss., (725), 995:6.]

9832. [Here is a rite said to come from Doctor McKimna, who has been mention-
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ed somewhere else in the printed

text. ]
Take nine goldeyed needles.
NAME 9 GOLDEYE NEEDLES THE VICTIM - BURY (These men down at Clinton
IN A GREEN TREE - IN DE NAME OF DE LORD [North Carolina], you say were
DAT FELLAH...HE BURIED 'EM FUR...MADE HIM SICKXK root doctors?)
Yessuh.

He [one of these root doctors]

give a man nine goldeyed nee-
dles. He named 'em, evah one [0of the needles] an' he had dis man [client] tuh
take 'em tuh a green tree an' bury inside of a green tree, In de Name of de Lord.
An' dat fellah he buried 'em fur, he went tuh bed. Hit [it] made him sick.

(What did he do, name each needle the same man?)

No suh, name de needles. [Informant misunderstands my question.] Lak ah
said, dere nine in de family, he name 'em evah one of dem. [Fayetteville, N.
Car., (1440), 2610:4.]

9833. Dey git nine needles an' tie 'em tuhgethah an' dey'll put 'em in a
bottle, but wit de point of 'em down lak dis - de haid part up. [Normally points

should be up, see No. , etc.]
TIE 9 NEEDLES TOGETHER AND PUT POINTS-DOWN IN Jis' tie 'em tuhgethah. An'
BOTTLE UNDER STEPS - PAINS PERSON WALKING OVER bury it undah de steps, an' dey

say dat'll put a puhson [walk-
ing over them] in pain. [Brunswick, Ga., (1179), 1992:2.]

9834. Take nine new pins an' stick 'em down in de ground, an' when dey stuck
dere see, people come by an' pick 'em up. Why when dey pick up de first one, yo'
know, dey commence havin' pains. Den de mo' pins dere be's, de mo' bad off dey

gits - de worsah dey git.
TIE 9 NEEDLES TOGETHER AND PUT POINTS-DOWN IN (You put those down so that they
BOTTLE UNDER STEPS - PAINS PERSON PASSING OVER will be picked up?) [Perhaps

this knowledge that the pins
will be picked up is based upon the well-known folklore rhyme: See a pin, pick
it up; all that day you'll have good luck - see Hyatt: Folklore from Adams County
Illinois, 2nd ed., No.10494, p.478.] [Wilson, N. Car., (1506), 2673:21.]

9835, Ev'y do' dey got where yo'

DRIVE 9 PINS OVER THE DOORS OF THE HOUSE have tuh come in an' out, undahstan',
IF 2 DOORS - 5 PINS OVER ONE - 4 OVER OTHER stick nine pins up dere. [Divide 9
THIS IS WHAT PERSON DOES TO STAY IN HOUSE pins among the doors.] If yo' got

three do's, put three ovah de [each]

do'; an' if yo' got jis' two do's, yo' must 'vide [divide] it [the nine pins] an'
put 'em ovah de two do's.

(Put four over one and five over the other. What kind of nails [pins] do you
put over there?)

Jis' dress pins.

(Just ordinary straight pins. Do you put them in any particular way?)

No, jis' stick 'em in dere straight lak dat, lak yo' would a nail, but don'
drive 'em up.

(I see, just tap them in so they will stay. Tap them in a little bit so they
won't fall out. That is supposed to keep that house?)

Dat's whut dey tells me.

(The person that wants to stay in the house and don't want to be put out will
do that?)

Yeah, jis' any way, yo' know [to stay in the house]. [St. Petersburg, Fla.,
(987), 1593:5.]
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9836. Git chew nine needles. Yo' have tuh git de goldhead [usually goldeye]
needles an' put five of 'em haids up an' turn fo' of 'em [heads] points down.
An' yo' kin bury dem at
9 GOLDHEAD NEEDLES - ALTERNATE HEADS - 5 UP 4 DOWN chure gate where de people
BURY AT FRONT GATE - NOTHING CAN HARM YOU walk ovah - at de front
gate. An' nuthin in de
world will do yo' any harm. [Waycross, Ga., (1121), 1803:8.]

9837. Why ah heard dat chew git needles an' yo' git a piece of red flannel.

An' yo' take nine needles an' fold dat flannel. Take nine needles, stick five
dis way an' fo' de nex' [opposite]

9 NEEDLES STICK INTO RED FLANNEL - 5 ONE WAY way. Den yo' git Heart Cologne

4 THE OTHER - WET WITH HEARTS COLOGNE - SEW an' wet dat an' sew dat up in

INTO ANOTHER CLOTH - IN HOUSE CAUSES TROUBLE somepin. Place it anywhere an'
dere will be confusion in your

house from den until yo' move. [Brunswick, Ga., (1214), 2061:2.]

9838. Ah heard people say yo' kin take [nine] needles, brand-new needles,

an' nine pins an' red flannel. Sew it up in red flannel an' put it undah
people's do's, an' dey jes'
9 NEW NEEDLES - 9 NEW PINS - SEW INTO RED FLANNEL walk ovah it an' dat wvill
UNDER DOOR CAUSES PERSON WALKING OVER TO LINGER cause them tuh be lingerin’;
yo' know, some parts of they
body go tuh pieces. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1403), 2535:9.]
9839. Take nine needles an' stick 'em in a Irish potato, which is a white
potato, an' bury it underneath a person's do'step - if yo' wanta harm 'em in
some fashion - In de Name of de
AFTER STICKING 9 NEEDLES INTO IRISH POTATO Father, de Son an' de Holy Ghost,
IN THE 38 HOLY NAMES WISHING PERSON HARM an' jis' whatevah yo' make yore
LAY THE POTATO UNDER VICTIM'S DOORSTEP wish fo', dat will happen.
(You want to harm them in some
way, you say. Anything you wish for to harm them?)

Yes sir. [Florence, S. Car., (1314), 2239:4.]

9840. Take nine needles an' nine pins an' bury 'em in yore gate, see. Well,
dat will cause yo' an' yore family tuh bust up an' put chew in hard luck so yo'

alone. But chew must go an'
9 NEEDLES 9 PINS BURIED AT GATE RUINS FAMILY git dem nine needles an' things
LIFE - TO KILL SPELL - DIG UP ARTICLES - THROW an' don't talk to nobody when
INTO RUNNING WATER - DO EVERYTHING IN SILENCE yo' leave. An' carry 'em to

de runnin' watah an' throw 'em
ovahbo'd. An' dat family will be busted up an' won't nevah give yo' no mo' trou-
ble. [Brunswick, Ga., (1223), 2078:2.]

9841, Put nine safety pins - jis' git or'nary safety pins about dat long
[demonstrates length]. Ah got some of 'em right heah now [shows some safety
pins.] Put nine of 'em in dere. Co'se [0of course] ah've not got de nine in
dere, but den yo' put nine safety pins. Put three right heah. Pin 'em right

'cross heah straight up an'
9 SAFETY PINS - ALL STUCK AND CLOSED IN UNDERSHIRT down. Dat's three: one -
ONE ABOVE OTHER - 3 WHERE RIGHT BREAST POCKET WOULD two - three.
BE - 3 OVER HEART - 3 IN CENTER OF BACK - TAKE [I describe demonstration.]
PINS OUT WHEN SHIRT WASHED - RETURN THEM - PINS (Three on the left side of
LUCKY - ESPECIALLY GAMBLING - RITE FROM NEW ORLEANS your breast pocket.)

Yeah, three right undah -
by each pocket. Keep 'em in yore undahshirt. Den dey put three on dis side.

(Over your heart.)
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Ovah yore heart. Den yo' put three right in de centah of yore back. 'Co'se
yo' kin pull yore shirt off an' do dat. Dey says yo' kin have bettah luck. Dat
[rite] come from New Orleans. Ah knowed dat tuh be de fact. Dey say yo' will
have bettah luck. If yo' are a gamblah, dey says evahthing will come yuh way
now an' den. Dose evil's got on yo', yo' kin git dat off an' keep agoin'.

[A little later, after changing the cylinder, I decided to return to the pre-
ceding rite.]

(Just to be sure what you just told me about those safety pins. Will you
explain that again, now?)

Well, yo' put three of 'em heah.

(Three safety pins in your left side, one right under the other.)

Yeah, fastened. Well yo" go back heah an' yo' put three mo'.

(On your right hand side.)

Yes sir. An' den yo' - yo' can't git 'em dere but chew pull off yore shirt,
an' yo' know de centah of yo' back. Yo' put three right up an' down dere [in
the back of your shirt] an' weah 'em in dere all de time. When yo' have de shirt
washed, take 'em out an' put 'em back in de shirt yo' put on.

(Where did you say that came from?)

Dat come from New Orleans. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1008), 1630:10 & 1631:2.]

9842. (Tell me how they make a person stay at home?)

Wit dere sock. Well, take dis sock an' put chure sugah an' yore cinnamon in
dis sock, an' take yo' nine needles an' nine pins an' - fold yore sock an' put

' [in] dem nine needles an' nine
IN SOCK PUT SUGAR AND CINNAMON - FOLD - STICK pins. An' yo' use 'em all, gotta
INTO FOLDED SOCK 9 NEEDLES AND 9 PINS - NAIL git 'em all in dere. See, dem
FOLDED SOCK DOWN AT FRONT DOOR WITH 3 TACKS eighteen sticks [sticking ob-
OR TAKE UP BRICK FROM HEARTH - LAY SOCK IN jects] gotta be in dere. An' yo'
RESTORE BRICK - THIS WILL HOLD OWNER OF SOCK take three tacks an' nail 'em

down at de front of yore do', or

eithah if yo' got a fiah hearth, yo' take a brick up an' yo' lay dat brick dere.
Lay it dere an' put it on top dat. An' yo'll nevah git rid of 'em. Dat'll hold
'em. [Algiers, La., (1584), 2954:1.]

9843. Dey said git a wasps' nest with nine needles, brand-new needles an'

nine brand-new pins an' put de pins dis way an' de needle haid dat way, object

[opposite] each othah. An'
ALTERNATE 9 NEW NEEDLES WITH 9 NEW PINS take dat an' yo' know, 'vide
WHILE ALSO ALTERNATING THEM HEADS AND TAILS [divide] 'em up in nine pieces,
STICK THEM INTO 9 CELLS OF A WASP NEST - BURY split it, stick it intuh de
WHERE VICTIM WILL WALK OVER - CAUSES CONFUSION wasps' nest, holes [cells of

the nest] yo' know. An' go
'long where dis person at an' jis' drop it, an' dey'll walk ovah it.

(That will harm them? What will it do to them?)

Well, it will jis' cuz 'em tuh rave an' go on home an' raise disturbances
wit mos' evahbody dey meet.

(You take these nine needles and nine pins, and you stick them into that
wasps' nest.)

Make nine holes an' stick each one in dose nine holes an' let 'em walk ovah
it an' dat would make 'em very cross.

(You bury that in the ground, then?)

Bury it right in de ground.

(You leave those needles sticking in that wasp's nest?)

Dat's right.

(That will cause confusion and quarrels and things of that sort.) [Fayette-
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ville, N. Car., (1414), 2544:5.]

9844, Dat's tuh fasten a man. Jis' lak yo' had a husban' an' yo' wanted 'im
down, an' he couldn't bothah yuh about [what] yo' wuz doin' or goin'. Yo' cud
take nine needles out a bran'-new package an' yo' kin take nine straight [new]

pins. De needles have steel
TUH FASTEN A MAN - KEEP 'IM DOWN - WRITE HIS NAME in 'em an' de pins don't.

STICK INTO THIS PAPER 9 NEW NEEDLES - ONE POINT Yo' kin take a strip of papah
GOING AWAY - ONE COMING TO YOU - BUT PLACE ALL jis' off a tablet an' write
PINS COMING TO YOU - CROSSING MAN'S NAME dis individual's name. An'
WISH - BURY WHERE HE WILL WALK OVER IT DAILY yo' stick a needle comin' tuh

tuh, an' de p'int, stick a
needle goin' from yuh - comin' tuh yuh an' goin' from yuh till yo' stick nine
needles. Den yo' stick de pins all one way, de nine straight pins, stick each
of dose p'ints tuh yuh [demonstrates]. Den yo' would take dose needles an' jis'
slightly, jis' [stick] lak dat [demonstrates], chew might say, abou' two or three
inches in de ground. Aftah yo' put 'em in dat concernin', ah wanta jis' cross
dis party's name. Den yo' kin turn dose needles down, an' yo' make yore wish how
yo' want 'im tuh be. An' den jis' covah slightly wit dirt or somepin ovah it dat
he may walk in an' out ovah it daily. An' dat'll keep 'im quiet. Dat'll keep 'im
down., [Memphis, Tenn., (1542), 2788:2.]

9845. Yo' kin take nine needles an' sulphuh an' salt an' put it undah yore
do'steps, an' if yo' walk ovah it - it be about nine days befo' it start tuh
burn an' de ninth day yo'll feel somepin up an' down yore laigs lak needles an'

pins. An' dat'll be cun-

9 NEEDLES - SALT - SULPHUR - UNDER DOORSTEP juration workin'., Co's'
AFTER VICTIM WALKS OVER 9 DAYS - IT WILL START ah've had experience of dat
TO BURN - FEELS LIKE PINS AND NEEDLES UP AND DOWN 'cuz ah wus hurt lak dat
LEGS - DAT'LL BE CUNJURATION WORKIN' - TO BRING once.

MAN BACK - LAY 9 NEW PINS OVER DOOR - EVERY Den dey could take nine pins,
MORNING BEFORE SUNRISE GO TO THE DOOR - SAY lak if yo' wanta bring some-

IN THE 3 HOLY NAMES "AH WANT MAH HUSBAND...BACK" body back or if dey off stay-

in' wit anothah woman. Yo'
git nine - git a pack [package] of [new] pins an' take nine out of dat an' put
'em up ovah yore do' where dey'll come in an' out. Co's' if dey're not dere, why
dey won't; but dey's away, yo' git up evah mawnin' befo' sunrise an' yo' go tuh
dat do', an' open dat do' an' say, "Name of de Fathah, Name of de Son, an' Name
of de Holy Ghost, ah want mah husban' tuh come back tuh me." Or whoevah it is,
"Ah want dem come back in Name of de Fathah, Son an' Holy Ghost.'" An' in de
ninth day, if dey don' come in dat do' - den yo' keep it up an' yo' don' take it
down. Yo' keep 'em up dere, where dey walk in. Aftah dey come back, den yo'
know where dey walks in an' out. Den yo' don't do it right on lak, yo' know,
right fo' de nine days, but chew do it occasion'ly, in case it die down. Yo'
know yo' do it occasion'ly, jes' keep it on. Don't do it [all the time], keep
it right on straight. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1419a), 2558:6.])

9846. (What's that?)

CROSS 9 NEEDLES IN RED-FLANNEL BAG WITH INCENSE Take nine needles...
SEW INTO ANOTHER BAG - ANOINT IT WITH PERFUME [I interrupt.]
THIS CREATES LOVE - MAKES LUCK - DOES ANYTHING (You take nine needles.)

Put 'em in a cross [form] -
see, right across dataway; jis' dataway, see. An' put 'em intuh a bag of red
flannel an' keep it 'nointed; good perfume, not de cheap, yo' undahstan'. Put
it intuh a bag an' put anothah bag aroun' dit. An' keep it 'nointed wit incense
in dat red-flannel bag. [This red-flannel bag here represents the heart. Small
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needles can be placed head to tail or point, a symbolical crossing; or actually
cross them through material in the bag. For this type of hand or mogjah, see
No.2163, p.621, vol.l and elsewhere.] [Vicksburg, Miss., (765), 1046:1.]
9847. [This rite I preserved only in my own original notations made soon
after the interview.] Her sister, they found her hair and nine needles and nine
pins in a cologne bottle -
9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - HAIR - SALT - IN BOTTLE salt in the hair - buried
CAUSED SORES AND PAINS - ROOT DOCTOR FOUND BOTTLE under the house beneath the
head of the bed. She broke
out in sores and pains. A root doctor called in and told them the woman had been
tricked. To prove his diagnosis he crawled under the house and came out with the
bottle. He showed the bottle but would not let anyone touch it, especially the
patient, who would have died!] ([Wilmington, N. Car., (193), 96:3+85.]
9848. If yuh boy frien' wuz goin' wit somebody an' yo' didn't want 'im tuh
go wit 'uh, yo' could git nine red an' white [headed] matches [the red head of
the match has a white dot on it], nine goldeye needles, an' nine gourd seeds, an'
nine 'grains" of dis red

9 GOLDEYE NEEDLES - 9 RED-WHITE HEADED MATCHES peppah. ["Grains'" are fre-
9 GOURD SEEDS - 9 '"'GRAINS'" OF RED PEPPER quently used, meaning here
MIX AND TIE TIGHT IN YARN RAG - SOAK IN VINEGAR seeds or pieces of the pep-

OVERNIGHT - UNDER RIVAL'S STEPS KEEPS HER FROM BOY per.] Take de inside out.
Nine dose grains of dat pep-
per. An' take dat an' mix it up all tuhgethah. Stir it up all tuhgethah an' tie
it up real tight in a yarn rag. An' soak it in vinegah ovahnight. An' take dat
an' t'row it undah somebody's step, whoevah dis boy's goin' wit, if yo' wan'a
break 'im off from dis girl. An' he'll nevah go dere no more. He won' ca nuthin
about nobody but chew. [Wilmington, N. Car., (260), 254:8.]
9849. Take nine needles
9 NEEDLES - PARALLEL - ALTERNATE HEADS AND TAILS an' stick it in a piece
STICK INTO PIECE OF CLOTH - NAIL IN CORNER OF HOUSE of cloth an' jis' nail it
OR HIDE AT DOORSILL - CAUSES CONFUSION - DRIVES AWAY right in de cornah [of]
yuh house [demonstrates]

jis' lak dat: five dis-a-way an' five [four] dat-a-way.

(The needles are parallel and alternately pointing in the opposite direction.)

An' den [or either] yuh pu'tit [put it] undahneat' [demonstrates] jis' lak dat
bo'd yondah.

[The top of doorsill - see explanation later.]

Teah [tear] yuh off a bo'd an' take a nail an' tack it up. [This "up] means
"down', where you will walk over it, not "up" so that you walk under it. This
is a "tacking down" rite.]

Dat keeps yuh fussin', yuh cain't stay dere in no peace. [I have copied this
rite from my own tramnscription, a rough one, made in pencil a short time after
the interview. Whether there was a saddle at the door - many of them were sad-
dleless - either I could not remember or else my notations would improve with
experience.] (Wilmington, N. Car., (196), 103:5+85.]

(i). TWELVE PINS AND NEEDLES

9850. Take de needles an' dey cross 'im lak dat.
(How many do you take?)
Twelve. Cross 'em lak dat. An' den dey takes dat piece of red flannen an'
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dey put it aroun' dem an' den dey dresses dat. Yo' see yo' gotta have one of
dose needles points jis' lak dat [demonstrates], one dat way, an' one dis way -
flannen aroun' dem. Yo' have

12 NEEDLES - CROSS INTO PIECE OF RED FLANNEL 'em all de points out an' de
ALL HEAD ONE WAY - ALL POINTS OTHER WAY haids out, de same way.

8 POINTS ONE WAY - 4 THE OTHER - MAKES WOMAN (How do you dress that?)

LOVE YOU - IF THIS HAND WORN OVER HEART Well, yo' use Love Powdah,

7 POINTS ONE WAY - 5 THE OTHER - REPELS LOVE Hearts Cologne an' dis heah
IF YOU CARRY THIS HAND IN CENTER OF CHEST Cashmere Boquet; dose three
THESE HANDS ARE POWERLESS UNLESS FED 3 SCENTS: things whut chew dress it wit.
LOVE POWDER - HEARTS COLOGNE - CASHMERE BOUQUET (Well, what did you make this
A BAND TOUCHED BY NON-OWNER BECOMES POWERLESS thing for?)

Well, yo' kin - jis' eithah way;
if yo' wanta make a woman love yo', or wanta make it tuh make a woman stay away
from yuh.

(Well, how would you use it if you wanted her to love you?)

Well, yo' puts eight of dem points one way an' fo' de othah way. An' den yo'
take dat an' weah it right nex' tuh yore skin, right on yuh heart. But chew
can't let nobody put dere han's on it. [Here is one of the fundamental laws of
hoodoo, never let anyone touch your hand; its power for you will disappear.]

(And then if you don't want her, do you do something else with it?)

Yes sir, yo' change 'em. Instead of havin' fo' one way, yo'll have five one
vay an' seven de othah way.

(Then what do you do with that?)

Well, dat's fo' huh tuh stay away from yuh.

(Where will you wear that, then?)

When yo' wan' dem tuh stay away from yo'? Well, yo' weah it right in yuh
chest here, right in de middle of yuh chest. If yo' [want] her tuh love yuh,
yuh weah it right ovah yore heart. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1009), 1634:3.]

9851. I have hear'd talk of a needle - dat yuh kin break up needles. Yuh
take needles, needle dat sewin' wit, about twelve needles, an' crush 'em up.

Yuh know, pind [pound] 'em
ERPAR UP 12 NEEDLES - MIX WITH PEPPER - SPRINKLE  up. An' put 'em wit peppah
AT PERSON'S DOOR TO SEND AWAY - BECOMES ILL FIRST an' sprinkle 'em aroun' a

person doah. An' dey'd soon
leave dere, an' dey'll take badly off sick befo' dey go. [Wilmingtom, N. Car.,
(218), 129:7+85.]

(j). EIGHTEEN OR TWENTY-FIVE OR PACKAGE OF NEEDLES AND PINS

9852. Go tuh de Ten'Cent Store anywhere an' git chew a package of straight
meedles - straight pins whut ah mean tuh say, straight pins. Amn' yo' kin take
an' git chew a 11'l bittee
18 PINS TACK ACROSS FRONT DOOR WITH TINY HAMMER hammah, an' at chure front
AY BACK DOOR 7 PINS ACROSS - TO KEEP OUT LAW do' tack up eighteen dat way
in a line right across dere.
aa' at chure back dd' tack up seven of dem straight pins. An' dere won't no law
come inside dere tuh search. [Waycross, Ga., (1135), 1844:11.]
9853. Git chew a [new] pincushion an' git chew two packages of dem 1li'l ole
lomg packages of needles, which dey may not - dey may not take all dem. But
3is"' full up de pincushion jis' evahwhere yo' kin git a needle in it an' hang
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it up ovah yuh do'. If yo'
2 NEW PACKAGES OF NEEDLES - ONE NEW PINCUSHION runnin' any bad house or ca'-
FILL PINCUSHION WITH NEEDLES - HANG OVER DOOR in' [carrying] on anythin'
IF YOU ARE RUNNING A BAD-HOUSE - POLICE WILL NOT 'ginst de law, yo' won't nevah
ARREST YOU - IF THEY DO - SOMEONE WILL FREE YOU git pulled. If yo' git pulled
why dey dat behin' yo' [persons
selling liquor to you will see] yo' git cleah. [Waycross, Ga., (1110), 1783:11.]

(3). TACKS

[These are not the only rites using tacks in HOODOO; other uses of tacks occur
in composite rites scattered throughout the text: see No0.9842 a few pages back.]

9854. You can take brand-new tacks and you see, like you coming in here.
You understand? And I wants you to stay here with me. See, what I mean? See,
you ain't no wife of mine but

9 to 15 NEW TACKS - DRIVE INTO FLOOR I want you to stay with me.
VISITOR WILL WALK OVER THEM - NEW TACKS EACH TIME You take them brand-new tacks
AFTER 3 OR 4 TIMES VISITOR WILL STAY WITH YOU and you take fifteen tacks,

from nine to fifteen tacks,

and every time you leave out you drive them tacks down in there. Every time you
leave out, you drive them tacks down in there. Do that about four days - say
three or four days. And just leave them tacks there and as long as she walk over
them tacks, you'll never leave there.

(I see. You use new tacks each day?)

Use brand-new tacks each day.

(Wouldn't I see them?)

If yo' see 'em, yo' wouldn't know what they is for. You'd just see the tacks
down there.

(I see.) [This is a tacking-down rite.] [New Orleans, La., (850), 1315:5.]
9855. You make it like the sign of the cross down by your floor [see note
later]. Take tacks, the steel tacks [not brass headed], and you make a sign just
like a cross underneath your mattress [but on floor, see later]. That's . to

hold a man that you want. Well nine [tacks] you just put 'em like this: ..:..
that's a cross; this way and like that [demonstrates again by making )
cross on table or in air].
DRIVE INTO FLOOR UNDER BED 9 STEEL TACKS [In the original transcription our
IN THE FORM OF A CROSS TO HOLD A MAN present word floor is door; the latter
surely an error, which produces two
crosses instead of one. Informant's word nine also indicates one cross. As you
can see, the word door would produce two crosses. A cross on the floor under the
bed - the fifth point in between the four legs of a bed - creates a quincunx. A
bed quincunx is fairly common.] [New Orleans, La., (857), 1364:12.]
9856. Dey tell me yo' git -
DRIVE NEW TACKS INTO WOODWORK OF NEW HOUSE SAYING yo' go tuh de sto' an' yo'
AH'M DRIVING MYSELF TO STAY AS LONG AS AH WANTA git chew a five-cent box of
LAST 3 TACKS IN NAME OF FATHER - SON - HOLY GHOST  tacks, bran'-new tacks. An'
yo' take one-a dese tacks
outa dis box an' yo' put it on de woodwork - anywhere on de woodwork of de house,
an' yo' drive dem. An' yo' say, "Ah'm drivin' mahself tuh stay heah jes' as long
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as ah wanta stay." An' de las' three drives yo' drive, say, "Ah drive it in In
de Name of de Fathah de Son an' de Holy Ghost." Yo' kin stay right dere until
yo' git ready tuh leave.

(No one can move you out of that house until you are ready.)

Yo' stay right dere long as yo' wanta. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1396),
2571:3.]

9857. I have seen them use brass tacks to use in a house, see, after they
move out - to keep anyone else from renting this house or from staying in the
house. They make it with a sign of a cross. First, let it straight go up like

this, and then they cross it

like that.

(Across like that. Well,
BRASS TACKS DRIVEN INTO ROOM WALL TO FORM CROSS where do they put those?)

BEFORE MOVING OUT KEEPS OTHER RENTERS AWAY Puts 'em in the wall.
(In the wall. 1Is that all
they do?)

That's all they do. [This is
to cross up the house; tacks usually new.] [New Orleans, La., (839), 1263:5.]
9858. Twelve new tacks represent the Twelve Apostles. And you put three over
the front door, three over the - there different ways of crossing over it, but
this is a bad way of eross-
ing it up. You put three

12 NEW TACKS REPRESENT THE 12 APOSTLES - DRIVE new tacks over the front
3 OVER FRONT DOOR - 3 OVER MIDDLE DOOR - OTHER 6 door, three new tacks over
ON BACK ROOM FLOOR - 1 TACK IN EACH 4 CORNERS OF the middle door, and the

BROOM - 1 TACK IN CENTER OF FLOOR - MAKING 5 POINTS other six tacks in the back
OR QUINCUNX - 6TH TACK BACK 3 STEPS FROM BACK DOOR room on the floor so that

TACKS DOWN OWNER OF HOUSE - THIS ''CALLED HOODOO" it looks - that nobody don't
SPRINKLE CAYENNE PEPPER AND GUINEA-HEN ROOT ROUND observe it. And in leaving

HBOUSE WHEN LEAVING - NO ONE WILL EVER RENT IT that house, you take cayenne
WRITE ON NEW PARCHMENT PAPER OWNER'S NAME WITH pepper and guinea-hen root...
KEW INDELIBLE PENCIL - NAME IN COCONUT - BURY (And what?)

BOUSE WON'T BE RENTED UNTIL...WOOD...BE ROTTEN DOWN Guinea-hen root.

(Guinea-hen root?)

Yes. And you take these
chings and sprinkle it all around that house. Nobody ain't going to rent that
house. Now, we'll see. Let's see what we get out of that, now.

Cayenne pepper is something hot, that no entry of this immaterial spirit going
to dwell. [This could mean that any immaterial spirit - in other words a spirit -
sent by another hoodoo doctor attempting to uncross the house, could not cross
over the red pepper to do the uncrossing.] Guinea root [this time not guinea-
bhen root] have 'straction odor that burn their nose.

(Extracting odor?)

[Distracting would be better; keeping person from house.]

Yeah. They drive away anything around that would be - it put you in a most
lackgidasic [lackadaisical] condition - you see, of these things. The tacks you
drive in the wall is pinning [tacking] down his power, but you must -~ there some-
thing more in that. You would [must] understand how to use something else there.
Wth a brand-new indelible pencil that's never been used before, with a piece of
[mew] parchment paper, and that landlord name must be on that parchment paper.
And take that parchment paper and put it into a coconut and bury his power down
im the ground. [Here landlord's power is his name.]

(Vhere?)
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Anywhere! Anywhere!
(A1l right.)
And if you throw it in the Mississippi River, you make him get in trouble.
But bury it in the ground anywhere you please and that house won't be rented
until the wood in it almost be rotten down. I have done that [this rite] myself.
(Now, I didn't quite understand about those six tacks in the room - in that
back room. How do you put those six tacks in the back room?)

Put one in one corner [he points], one in that corner, one in that corner, one
in that corner, one in the middle of the floor [here is a balanced quincunx], and
BACK one just three feet - make 1, 2, 3, three steps from the [back] door and

: put that one there - that six [sixth] tack you put there. And three you
J put over the one [front] door and three you put over another [middle]
see door. That's your twelve tacks that you got. You pinning down that man

oo not to rise in successive prosperity [one prosperity after another].

FRONT That is called hoodoo.
[This two-room-house diagram is a study in triangulation. To begin we have
a second quincunx . . superimposed upon a normal quincunx . . which gives

us 8 triangles, actually many more which are useless for our present purpose.
Notice that the 3 doors are guarded: the front and middle ones by 3 tacks each,
the back by 1 tack, totaling 7 tacks. These latter will keep out any spirit sent
by landlord's hoodoo doctor to wnicross the house. The cross on the house is the
original quincunx. The off-center or second quincunx was not intended or forseen
by our hoodoo doctor. This seventh tack should have been in the center and under
the back door. However, the 3 steps from the back door were sufficient since this
involved the Three Holy Names. ]

(You pin him down not to rise?)

Not to rise.

(I see, I understand.) [New Orleans, La., (863), 1383:2.]

6. FROG AND TOADFROG

[Scattered throughout the text of the preceding four volumes are a good many
frog and toad rites. Here in this section we shall learn more about the manipu-
lation of these small animals, how brutal and demoralizing magic and superstition
can be - a strange world indeed, as I said on page 1 of HOODOO. ]

9859. Yo' kin kill a person wit a toadfrog. Yo' kin git a toadfrog an' jis'
lak yo' had a enemah [enemy] an' yo' didn't wanta go tuh 'im an' jis' shoot 'im
down perhaps. Yo' would

HERE IS A REMARKABLE EXAMPLE OF BRUTALITY IN MAGIC git chew a toadfrog an' tie

WORDS FOR MENTAL AND SOCIAL SPECIALISTS TO PONDER 'im up an' den talk tuh 'im
MAGIC WORDS FROM AN EXPERT MANIPULATOR OF THEM jis' lak yo' wuz talkin' tuh
WHO THINKS IN THREES AS I INDICATE BY NUMBERS dat individual [you intended
TIE UP A TOADFROG [TOAD] - TALK TO HIM AND TREAT to kill]: (1] YO'S MAH ENEMAH
HIM LIKE YOUR ENEMY - KILL HIM WITH A NEW KNIFE AN' Y0'S DIS, (2] DAT, (3] AN’

DE OTHAH, AN' YO' DONE DIS
THING. [1] AN' AH'M GOIN' XILL YUH, (2] AN' AH WAN' CHEW TUH LEAVE, (3] AN' AH
DON' WANT CHEW TUH BE IN MAH WAY. An' take a bran'-new knife dat hasn't been
used, an' aftah yo' git through talkin' wit 'im, aftah yo' tied 'im [toadfrog]
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up lak dat, talk tuh 'im lak yo' wuz in a fuss wit dis enemy of yores. Yo's
re'lly mad wit 'im an' yo' start tuh cuttin' 'im wit dat bran'-new knife, jis'
sayin' things tuh 'im: (1] AH WAN' CHEW TUH DIE, [2] AH WAN' CHEW TUH DIE, (3]
AH WANT CHEW TUH TAKE SICK AN' DIE. Aftah yo' git through cuttin' 'im, call 'im
[toadfrog] a bad name. Dat individual will take sick an' jis' dwindle away, jis'
lak yo' killed dat frog [toadfrog] an' named 'im dat individual. [Memphis,
Tenn., (1542), 2791:10.]

9860. An' yo' take dat same frog an' yo' tie 'im tuh a lightwood [pine]

splintah of a tree struck wit de lightenin'. Yo' git a splintah, a fat splintah

[pine splinter filled with
WITH BLACK SILK THREAD TIE FROG TO LIGHTWOOD pitch] an' yo' git chew some
SPLINTER FROM TREE STRUCK BY LIGHTNING - BURY black thread - black silk
ALIVE AT DOOR OF GIRL YOU WANT TO LOVE OR MARRY thread - an' yo' tie dat frog

aroun' dat. Yo' don't kill
'im. Aroun' dat splintah. An' yo' buries dis frog tuh de do' [of] de girl [you]
is tryin' tuh make or marry an' yo'll soon marry dis girl, or yo' an' 'er will be
sweethearts an' stay tuhgethah - live tuhgethah. [The splinter here is not the
ordinary small sliver that runs into your finger; it can be large enough to hold
a frog and much larger, a stick of wood to burn in the stove. This splinter
should come from the actual wood split by lightning, not from any other part of
the tree.] [Savannah, Ga., (1269), 2149:5.]

9861. Yo' kin trim a fat-lightah splintah, lak a peg outa it, an' yo' ketch

dat toadfrog befo' de sun rise. Anyway, kill 'im befo' de sun rise. Yo' push

dat peg through 'im an' yo'
KILL A TOADFROG BEFORE SUNRISE BY PUSHING A hold 'im dere until he dies.
PAT-LIGHTER SPLINTER THROUGH HIM - TIE HIS FEET Den yo' take de peg outa dere
HANG ON BUSH - WISH: IN NAME OF FATHER, SON AND an' tie a cord roun' 'is feet,
BOLY GHOST FOR VICTIM TO MOVE OR YOUR OWN LUCK an' yo' kin hang 'im up any-

where on a bush. Or jis' take
a stake an' put 'im on it an' make yore wish, In de Name of de Fathah, de Son
an' Holy Ghost. 1If yo' wan'a person tuh move, yo' kin stick it up an' make dem
move; if yo' want luck, yo' kin stick it up an' make yore wish fo' luck. [Flor-
ence, S. Car., (1314), 2239:7.]

9862. Yo' git chew fo' toadfrogs an' yo' tie dem by a laig - by one laig, not
tuhgethah but one laig at de time - an' yo'll hang dat fellah [frog] deah wit 'is
baid down. Yo' tie de othah one an' yo' hang 'is haid down. An' yo' tie all fo'

[frogs]. Hang 'em separates

IN VICTIM'S HOUSE - HANG 4 FROGS SEPARATELY [separately] down. Pluck dere
HEADS DOWN - EACH TIED BY ONE LEG — ON EACH OF eyes out an' dat'll run somebody
& NIGHTS GOUGE OUT EYES OF ONE FROG - THIS crazy in dey house.

WILL RUN VICTIM WITHIN HOUSE CRAZY AND BLIND (Wait a minute! You are not

telling the story the way you
told it before. How long do you leave them there and all that sort of thing?
Tell me the whole story now.)

All right. Dey hangs dere fo' day, foah nights. Lak yo' put 'em heah tuh-
night, Starts from tuhnight. Be shuh [sure] yo' got dose foah nights out. Well
yo' know de days is gotta come in. Each day yo' go dere an' pluck out one's eye
[the eyes of one frog]. Dat takin' de eyesight from whosomevah in dat house from
'em. [4 frogs and 4 nights here does not mean 4 victims but thoroughness, deriv-
ed from the "4 corners of the earth" (in Biblical Apocalypse of John, 7:1) or 4
directions everywhere.]

(Wouldn't they see those frogs hanging there on the wall?)

Well, ah don't think she saw 'em. But she cert'inly went blind.
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(When do you pick out the eye, in the daytime or at night?)

[I am afraid my question was a little disconcerting.]

Night. Ah think it's night becuz yo' have dem dere dat foah nights. [In-
formant himself has not performed this rite; he merely heard about it, saw the
frogs, and knew the woman went blind.] [Florence, S. Car., (1282), 2179:1.]

9863. Ah'd get me a frog an' ah'd
SQUEEZE MILX FROM LEFT EYE OF LIVE FROG squeeze the left eye, squeeze de milk

out of it...ah'd put it in a bottle
an' put it right by my steps an' de law can't come in my house. [This blinding
of frog blinds the law!] [Charleston, S. Car., (?), 653:1.]

9864. [As another protective device by using a frog eye, we have the follow-
ing rite:]

If someone wants tuh harm you, to keep 'em from harming you, you must get a
frog. You gets a frog and you kill de frog. After you kill the frog, you just

take the heart and the gizzard out. You
EYE AND HEART OF FROG POWDERED AND take the heart and the gizzard out. [I
KEPT IN PURSE - NO ONE CAN HARM YOU failed to ask for a description of a frog

gizzard, probably assuming stomach was
meant. The true gizzard of course, is the second (posterior) stomach of birds.]
Then you dry it - you dry it right in the sun-like. Just good sunny days put it
out. After you dry the frog eye and it's heart, you take...

(Just a moment, you said the frog's heart and gizzard before?)

Heart and gizzard, yes.

(Yes.) .

[Yet, I st?1l think the word is eye rather than gizzard.)

After you dry it thoroughly, then you put it - you could put it in your purse
and just tote all the time and no one can harm yuh. [New Orleans, La., (848b),
1311:2.]

9865. All right. Chew take a long homespun string jes' about long enough
tuh make nine knots. Den yo' ketch dis frog an' a - yo' don' want him daid,

keep him alive. An' which
LOOP HOMESPUN STRING ABOUT LEFT LEG OF LIVE FROG is dis about, if yo' wanta

9 TIMES - TYING KNOT EACH TIME - 9 KNOTS run a person? If yo' take
PUT FROG UNDER VICTIM'S STEP - ON 9TH MORNING dis heah homespun - take a
CALL HIS NAME - HE WILL DIE IF FROG DIES string an' tie it nine times

an' yo' tie it tuh 'is laig.
Den yo' go tuh de person's house, dere do'step, dere front do'step, an' put it
undahneat' of de do'steps. Den yo' let de frog stay dere till nine mawnin's an'
whosomevah de party dat [is] yo' calls dere name, an' let 'em walk ovah dat fo'
nine mawnin's, den dey will die, if de frog dies. If de frog is goin' tuh die
de ninth mawnin' yo' goin' also die.

(You simply tie this string around the frog's leg?)

Aroun' de lef' laig, nine times [demonstrates].

(You just loop this around his leg and tie a knot. Then loop it around his
leg and tie a knot again. And you tie nine knots in string on frog's leg and
bury frog under the door.) &

[Here for informant's word put I substitute bury!]

Bury him undah de door right at de steps lak when yo' come out. Put it right
up undah de sill of de steps.

[The frog is not buried but kept alive: yo' don' want him daid, keep him
alive.]

Well, when he come out well - well, he kin stay dere nine mawnin's, nine days,
dat frog is compelled tuh die wit'out food. Well, he'll die an' den yo'll pass
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also wit de frog.

(You actually bury that under the ground?)

[Here again I am suggesting the frog is buried!]

Yo' bury de frog under de ground.

(That's to kill the person living in the house?)

Yessuh. [Magically we have enough here to kill anyone: the intention, home-
spun = new string, 9 knots in, tied about left [back] leg, animal buried under
step victim must walk over, victim's name called, etc. For something similar,
including steps, see No.9871, six rites forward.] [Fayetteville, N. Car.,
(1423), 2565:2.]

9866. Lak ah was mad wit chew an' we lived purty neah where we could git
tuh each othah. Ah'd take a toadfrog an' git me a quart bottle an' wash it out

good an' clean. An' he may

SQUEEZE LIVE TOADFROG INTO QUART BOTTLE WASHED be large but he'll go in;
CLEAN - TIE STRING OR WIRE ABOUT BOTTLE NECK jes' mash [squeeze] 'im an'
CLIMB TREE AT ENEMY'S HOME - HANG BOTTLE UNTIL he'll go right on in alive.
FROG DIES - TAKE BOTTLE DOWN - FROG OUT - BURY Take an' tie a string or
FROG AT ROOT OF SAME TREE - REHANG BOTTLE IN wire aroun' de neck de bot-

SAME TREE - ENEMY NEVER AGAIN WILL WORK THAT LAND tle, an' climb up in a tree
close tuh yuh place - 'long
as it's about yuh place - an' hang it dere. Let it hang right dere until dat
frog dies. Den take dat bottle down. Take dat bottle down an' take de frog
out, an' bury de frog an' put de bottle back up dere. An' if yo' won't leave,
yo'll nevah be able tuh work roun' dere; yo' jes' be dere, dat's all.
(Where do you put that bottle?)
Put it right back up, up in de tree.
(What do you do with the frog?)
Burry him.
(Where?)
Right down dere at de root of dat tree, burry de frog. An' if yo' stay dere
yo'll nevah be able tuh do nuthin an' yo' more den able...
(Where would you do all this, at your own home?)
At de home - lak ah was mad wit chew, ah would do dis at chure home. [Way-
cross, Ga., (1129), 1836:3.]
9867. If a person wanta kill yo', name dat frog dis person. An' yo' hang
dat frog up in a bucket or cup or somepin where he can't git out dere. An' when
dis frog begin tuh git hungry,
NAME FROG A PERSON - HANG ANIMAL UP TO STARVE starve, he pine away an' de
PERSON NAMED GRADUALLY STARVES AND THEN DIES person will pine away. When
de frog die, dat person will
die. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1396), 2513:12.]
9868. Yo' kin run a frog up tuh yuh do'. An' whip an' talk tuh 'im. Talk
about evah'where he [victim] stays. He's bad. An' take dat frog dem an' care
[carry] him out tuh a hick'ry
WHIP A FROG AND TELL HIM WHAT YOU WANT DONE tree. Take a [young] hick'ry
WHIP FROG TO DEATH AND TIE HIM ON YOUNG HICKORY tree an' beah [bear = bend]
AFTER FROG DRIES VICTIM WILL DRY - TRAVEL ALWAYS it down an' put dat frog on
dat tree. Tied dat frog on
dat tree an' when dat frog dry up, den yo' [victim] will dry up an' travel. Yo'
jes' dry up an' yo' won' have no mind tuh stay at one place. .
(What else do you do with that frog when you are whipping him? What else do
you do to him?)
Jes' talk tuh 'im an' tell 'im whut chew whippin' 'im fo', an' tuh do whut
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chew want done. Talk jes' lak, yo' know, lak somebody talkin'. Whip 'im till
yo' kill 'im.

(Well, what if I get the wrong person?)

[I am fishing here to learn whether frog is named victim or victim's name is
called, etc.]

Yo' have tuh talk tuh 'im an' tell 'im whut tuh do. [Wilson, N. Car., (1503),
2669:11.]

9869. You get the frog and you whip it and you beat it, and you put it under
the person's step before it die. And, I guarantee, that will make 'em move.

(I see.) [New Orleans, La.,

WHIP LIVE FROG - BEFORE IT DIES (821), 1185:7.]

PUT UNDER ENEMY'S STEPS TO MOVE 9870. Den anothah thing, yo'
kin take a toadfrog an' tie
HANG UP TOADFROG BY LEG - CALL HIM PERSON'S NAME him by his laig, hin' laig,

WHIP ANIMAL ALMOST TO DEATH - THROW IT AWAY an' call de person name. If
PERSON NAMED WILL HOP JUST LIKE FROG his name James, jis' call 'is
name an' whip de frog jis'
'bout tuh death, an' take him an' throw him away, an' in about six months time
dat person will hop jis' lak dat frog, see.
(You tie that around either leg?)
Eithah laig. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1442), 2611:5.]
9871. A lady told me that if I want my next door neighbor to be moved, to get
a frog. And you whip him underneath her step and make him stay there until he
dies. And when the frog dies, that the
AT ENEMY'S STEP - WHIP FROG UNTIL neighbor would move. You beat him an' make
HE HOPS UNDER IT - MAKE HIM STAY him go under the step and if he comes out,
UNTIL HE DIES - THEN ENEMY MOVES make him go back again and leave him stay
under there until he dies. And when he dies
and dries up why that will make the people move away. [New Orleans, La., (804),
1128:1.]
9872. Now yo' kin cure disease wit a frog an' yo' kin make love wit a frog.
(How do you make love with a frog?)
Well, now yo' kin take dat frog an' cut dat frog open an' it's a 1li'l stone,
a li'l rock, a 1i'l stone-lak dat's in dat frog. An' yo' kin take dat 1i'l stone
an' any woman dat chew wanta git up
CUT OPEN LIVE FROG AND REMOVE THE STONE tuh 'er dat yo' cain't git tuh, yo'
WITH IT TOUCH ANY WOMAN YOU WANT FOR LOVE wanta git up tuh 'er, yo' jis' take
an' yo' have dat stone in yore hand -
anywhere dat yo' could touch 'er. Yo' could shake hands wit 'er, er anywhere
yo' kin touch 'er wit dat stone in yore han'. Yo' got 'er yore way. [Informant
does not know that this stone-lak is supposed to come from a toad, not a frog:
The foul Toad hath a fair stone in his head, from John Lyly, Euphues, p.53, (1579);
an old belief made immortal by Shakespeare in As You Like It:

Sweet are the uses of adversity,

Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous,

Wears yet a precious jewel in his head.
Act ii, sc.l, L.12. (1599).]

[Reference for present rite: Waycross, Ga., (1166), 1961:2.]
9873. Yo'll take dat toadfrog an' yo'll dry 'im, yo' see, an' dere's two
ways yo' dry dem toadfrogs. Den yo' go tuh work an' yo' let it be lak - makes
a powdah outa it, yo' see, an' yo' sprinkle dat. Dat's fo' gittin' outa a home,
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too [making a person move]. Den, yo' kin ketch a toadfrog an' don' kill 'im, if
yo' wants tuh send a person away ag'in. Ketch a toadfrog an' don' kill 'im, an'
den let 'im go off an' die.
MOVE PERSON WITH FROG POWDER OR VICTIM'S NAME Yo'll cut 'im at a place whah
EITHER POWDER FROG AND SPRINKLE - OR CUT FROG [where] yo' kin put dese names
INSERT VICTIM'S NAME AND TURN ANIMAL LOOSE in dere; lak yore name or some-
body yo' have wanta send 'em 'way
from dere. Yo' see, yo'll go tuh work an' yo'll cut dat toadfrog, an' it's a way
dat dey kin put dat papah up in dat toadfrog an' turn 'im a-loose an' let 'im go,
an' jis' [the way] as he goes dem people'll go. [Algiers, La., (1602), 3024:11.]
9874, Jis' take his name on a
WRITE VICTIM'S NAME ON PAPER - THRUST THIS DOWN papah an' open de frog's mouth,

FROG'S THROAT — HOLD THERE UNTIL ANIMAL DIES an' put dat man's name down dat
THROW DEAD FROG WITH NAME NEAR VICTIM'S HOUSE frog's throat, an' jis' hold
AFTER YOU DO THIS VICTIM WILL HOP LIKE A FROG 'im right dere until he dies.

An' den pass outa de house an'
throw it somewhere neah de house, an' den he hops lak a frog.

(That man will hop like a frog.)

Yessuh. [Memphis, Tenn., (1453), 2794:7.]

9875. Yo' kin take a toadfrog an' write de name of a person an' stick it in
dat frog an' bury it in a crawfish hole. Yo' know, push it [toad] backwards in
de crawfish hole an' shet dat hole up, an' den what dat toadfrog bust open dey'll

bust open.
WRITE VICTIM'S NAME - PUSH DOWN TOADFROG'S THROAT (You just write that name
SHOVE TOAD DOWN CRAWFISH HOLE - BLOCK UP - DEATH once on a piece of paper?)

Write de name once or twice
or three times jis' lak yore mind leads yo', an' jis' put it [paper] down in it
[frog]l. Den put him down in dat hole an' cover it up. Fix it so dat dey [toad]
cain't come outward, yo' know, an' he's bound tuh die. When he die, yo're gome.
[Algiers, La., (1584), 2955:4.]

9876. Dey have used frogs wit de hard lumps on dem [toads?].

(How would they do that?)

Let 'em dry an' throw it undah de house. Yo'll nevah go an' neithah come.

(How would you get rid of that?)

Well, all yo' got'a do, jes' take de frog an' pays 'im a [silver] dime. An'
when yo' pays 'im a dime, yo' ketch 'im alive an' yo' stick 'im on yo' do's.

Stay wit chew a length'a time

CATCH A LIVE FROG - PAY HIM TO DO YOUR WORK BY an' den he goin'a run dem out
MAKING HIM SWALLOW A SILVER DIME - PUT A STAKE de house.
THROUGH HIS HEAD AND TWO THROUGH HIS BACK FEET (You do what?)

HANG BEHIND DOOR - THROW TOWARDS WORK TO BE DONE Stick 'im alive on de backa

yo' do'. Yo' ketch '"im an'
make 'im swallah a dime. An' take a picket [stake] an' put a picket in 'is haid
an' two han's [feet], bottom 'ands [back legs], until he come tuh be dry. When
yo' want 'im tuh go out dere, den yo' go out dere an' den throw 'im dat same
distance [direction] where dey is. Den he do yo' work.

(He'll [second toad will] throw off the other frog.)

[Two toads are used here, the first one thrown under victim's house so that
be can nevah go and neither come. To counteract this spell, victim or his doctor
catches and pays another live toad to work for him.]

Yeah. [Charleston, S. Car., (519), 616:10.]

9877. A green frog. All right, yo' kin put dat green frog - take him an'
smothah 'im in a towel.
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(Smother him in a towel.)
SMOTHER FROG IN TOWEL - CUT AND LET BLEED Smothah 'im. Jis' smothah 'im
9 DROPS IN WATER OR WHISKEY FOR VICTIM WILL an' yo' take dat same - den yo'
CREATE IN THE DRINKER YOUNG FROGS OR TADPOLES take 'im an' cut 'im an' let 'im
bleed, an' drop jis' nine drops
in watah, er in whiskey, an' let 'em tuh drink it. An' dat frog'll come in 'im,
jis' hatch in 'im jis' lak it would in de watah. [Live frogs will be born in
the victim.] [Savannah, Ga., (542), 674:5.]
9878. [This belief contains 2 parts, as the separate references indicate.]
Git dat green frog. Yo' ketch 'im out de swamps. Hang 'im up by his laigs
until he dies. Let 'im hang right on dere until he dry up in good fashion, an'
den yo'll pulverize 'im
HANG UP GREEN FROG BY LEGS UNTIL IT DIES AND DRIES dat way. An' if yo' jis'

PULVERIZE - PUT POWDER IN QUILL OR PIPE STEM wanta come in dis house,
BLOW THROUGH KEYHOLE - LOCK OF DOOR CLICKS OPEN yo' don' have tuh do nuthin
BUT YOU MUST WEAR MAGIC THUMB TO REMAIN UNSEEN but put it on [in] a 1i'l'
TO GET WHAT YOU WANT INSIDE - MAKE A MAGIC THUMB quill, yo' know, a 1i'l’

CUT EAR FROM BLACK CAT - BOIL IN BLACK COW'S MILK pipe stem an' whuff [infor-

mant blows]. De do' open
an' yo' come on in an' do whut chew wanta do an' go on back out an' close de do'.
But chew must have dat thing whut ah tell yo' 'bout on yore thumb so nobody can't
see yo'. Yo' kin jis' go in anybody's do' yo' wanta go in in de night an' nobody
can't keep yo' from goin' in dere. Yo' jis' - hit'll unlock.

(What do you blow that dust on?)

Blow it right through de keyhole an' yo' hear it [the lock] clack-clack. Yo'
walk right on in an' do whut chew wanta do an' come on back an' close de do' an'
go on 'bout chure business. But chew must git a green one. [Brunswick, Ga.,
(1223), 2079:6.]

[Here is what informant had previously told me about dat thing...on yore thumb
so nobody can't see yo']:

If yo' jis' [want to] pass by a crowd in de street or anywhere, git chew a
real black cat dat ain't got no spots about 'im an' cut his ear off, an' boil it
in a black cow's milk - jis' a 1i'l bit chew know - an' make a stole [a stall =
covering or sheath for finger or thumb] lak yo' fingah stab an' put it on yore
thumb. An' when yo' gits ready tuh go by dat crowd, slip dat ovah yore thumb an'
nobody see yo' when yo' pass. [Several examples of this stole or stab from a
black cat's ear are given elsewhere. I described this informant in note as a
small-time R.D. = root doctor.] [Brunswick, Ga., (1223), 2076:2.]

9879. An' if a woman got a husban' an' he got a outside woman, git a female
frog an' a male frog. Yo' hang de female frog up firs' an' den hang de male frog
right up where yo' [he] kin scratch her right on de back lak dat...[I interrupt.]

(Wait a minute) [and then
IF YOUR HUSBAND HAS OUTSIDE WOMAN - HANG ON TREE turn off machine and infor-

FEMALE FROG HEAD DOWN AND MALE FROG OVER HER mant starts again].
IN DE NAME OF DE LORD...TUH SCRATCH [FEMALE FROG] If a woman got a husban' an'
UNTIL YO' [FEMALE FROG AND OUTSIDE WOMAN) DIE he got a outside woman an'

yo' wanta break 'em up, wanta
make dis man beat dis woman up an' quit 'uh. Yo' take dis female frog an' yo'
hang it up firs', right where dis he-male [demonstrates].
(You hang up the female frog with the head up or down?)
Hang 'uh [her] haid down, by de two laigs lak dat [demonstrates] wit a string.
Yo' put 'uh up undah a tree. Take 'uh tuh a oak tree, tuh de lef' side of a oak
tree. Yo' hang 'uh laigs up lak dat an' hang it in a way where yo' kin hang de
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he-male frog's laigs right up ovah de top of dis female frog. An' [as] yo' put
it dere, yo' say, In de Name of de Lord, ah put dis heah tuh scratch until yo'
die. Well, dat frog will scratch right dere on dat [female frog representing
the] woman until she dies. An' de wife will nevah have no mo' trouble wit 'uh,
an' huh husban' at home wit 'uh, an' have all de money an' evah'thin'.

(You tie this male frog up so that he'll scratch the back of this female frog
and kill it?)

Dat's right, kill it, Jis' let 'im scratch dere an' tell 'em, 4h hang yuh
heah in de Name of de Lord tuh scratch until yo' die. [This rite would have been
more potent if the frog had been named the outside woman - if name known. [Sa-

vannah, Ga., (near 1272),
SPLIT OPEN BACK OF LIVE FROG - POINT HIS HEAD 2157:6.]
TO SUNRISE - DRY HIM - STUFF HIM WITH INCENSE 9880. Yo' take a toadfrog an'
AND SULPHUR - WEAR IN POCKET - LUCKY IN GAMBLING yo' split 'im open in de back,
see, an' put 'im tuh [point
head to] sunrise an' dry 'im out. He's de bes' luck in de world.

(Luck for what in particular.)

Gamblin'.

(Then what do you do then after he is dry.)

Stuff 'im back wit incense an' sulphuh.

(What do you do to him then?)

Put 'im in yore pocket. [Brunswick, Ga., (1237), 2102:8.]

9881. Yo' takes an' go out an' yo' ketches jis' a or'nary frog an' yo' turn
'is haid toward de wall, an' 'is tail from yo'. Bring 'is tail see, an' cut him

open dat way [demonstrates].
WITH HEAD OF LIVE FROG TO WALL AND TAIL FROM YOU [To record informant's ac-
DO THIS SILENTLY - CUT BACK OPEN - CUT OUT HEART tions required a question.]

WALK BACKWARDS 3 STEPS — TURN - WALK AWAY NOT (You cut him open in his
LOOKING BACK - SEW UP HEART IN NEW FLANNEL belly or his back?)

OVER IT WAVE HANDS BACK AND FORTH - IN THE NAME Cut 'im open in de back. Cut
OF THE FATHER THE SON AND THE HOLY GHOST - THIS 'im open an' den open 'im up
WILL "BACK UP" [GIVE POWER] TO ANYTHING YOU DO an' find 'is 1i'l heart. An'
CLIENT WEARS ON RIGHT SIDE OF CHEST TO BRING BACK soon as yo' git it - don' say
OR KEEPS IN LEFT-HAND POCKET TO BRING BACK a word whilst chew cuttin'
BUT TO HOLD PERSON AWAY USE IN RIGHT POCKET 'im. Jis' lay him back out
OR BAT HEART WITH HEARTS COLOGNE AND WHISKEY dere an' let 'im [leave him]

kickin' an' back back from
'im three steps. Turn on roun' an' go on 'bout chure business. An' yo' takes
jis' a piece of bran'-new flannel an' sew it [heart] up. When yo' sew it up yo'
lay it so [demonstrates] an' yo' lay yore han' on it lak dat - carry yo' han' lak
dat [demonstrates]). Ah do dis In de Name of de Fathah, de Son an' de Holy Ghost.

(You just sort of move your hands back and forth with the flat of your hand
over it, back and forth?)

Yes. An' yo' go on about chure business an' yo'll back up anybody.

(Wwhat is that supposed to do?)

Dat? Well, now, jis' lak if yo' goin' tuh back somebody or sompin lak dat,
dat would bring 'em back. Jis' give it tuh 'em an' tell 'em tuh weah it in de
right side in de chest. Dat'll bring 'em back.

(Will it do more things than that?)

Oh yes. Jis' lak if yo' want tuh git 'em 'way, if it's a man, den she weahs
it in huh lef' pocket. Jis' tell 'er [informant assumes I am a doetor] tuh weah
dat in 'er lef'-han' pocket. Dat'll bring 'im all de time.

An' if she wan's tuh keep dem away, put it in de right pocket. Remembah dat.
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Well, now, yo' kin take de bull bat an' do de same thing - one dese ole leath-
ah-wing bats, yo' know dese 1i'l things dey's got on de end. Cut 'im an' git de
heart an' yo' kin do de same thing, but hit mo' fo' gamblin'.

Yo' take dat 1li'l heart an' sew it up, dress it wit Heart's Cologne an' whis-
key, but chew use it de same way. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1450), 2631:1.]

9882. If yo're poisoned yo' use a frog. Yo' take dat frog an' yo' cut 'im
half in two, an' lay 'im on de place where - yo' know, jis' lak it wuz a 1i'l

swollen or sompin lak dat
IF POISONED - SPLIT OPEN LIVE FROG AND APPLY - AND some place. Yo' lay dat

WHOMSOEVER YOU THINK CAUSED YOUR MISFORTUNE frog on top dat place an'

CUSS 'EM...BE JIS' LAK DIS FROG...DAID AN' IN HELL de one dat chew had a idea

dat did do it, yo' jis'
cuss 'em out an' tell 'em, "Ah want chew tuh be jis' lak dis frog is, daid an'
in he-ell." An' he'll swell up jis' lak de frog would. Jis' lak yo' are, dat's
jis' how it would be happen tuh dem. [Sumter, S. Car., (1351), 2345:4.]

9883. Ah heah a guy say one time he had had some arguments wit a man an' he

wanted tuh git a way tuh git 'im. He went down tuh de side of a creek-kinda or
lak a 1i'l swamp, an' got
HE PUT A LIVE TOADFROG IN A MATCHBOX - 9 NEEDLES 'im a toadfrog. He tuk dis
HE STUCK THROUGH BOX AND ANIMAL - ON 9TH DAY FROG toadfrog an' brought 'im
WAS DEAD - MAN'S ENEMY WAS HOPPING LIKE A TOADFROG back tuh de house, an' put
'im in a matchbox an' stuck
nine straight needles in dis toadfrog’s back. An' he stuck nine straight needles
in dis toadfrog’'s back an' he 'sposed tuh stay in dis matchbox nine mawnin's, an'
de ninth mawnin' dis toadfrog would die. So he did dat, an' de ninth mawnin' dis
toadfrog died. An' he said he went where dis man wuz, aftah dat nine mawnin's
an' he said dis man hopped lak a toadfrog. He fixed 'im dat way, so he jes' hop-
ped long, long lak a toadfrog. [He cunjured him that way so that he would hop
along like a frog.]

(Well, is that all he did, just stick the needles in the toadfrog? Nothing
else? That's all he did?)

Yes, dat's all - jes' went an' caught 'im an' put him in a matchbox an' stick
nine needles in 'is back an' fix [here meaning to arrange, not to cunjure] him
in a matchbox so he wouldn't git out. An' de ninth mawnin'...

(Well, what connection would that toadfrog have with this man? How would he
know he was getting the right man?) [The man's intention was sufficient.]

Well, he an' dis man had had a fuss an' dis man beat 'im outa de fuss. He
beat 'im an' he wanted tuh git even wit 'im - jes' git dis man. [Fayetteville,
N. Car., (1412), 2540:4.]

9884. Say fer instance if dere somebody livin' in dis house dat chew wanted
tuh run 'em crazy. Well, yo' would git chew nine frogs an' put 'em in a jah.

Covah dat jah up. Say [for instance] yo'

9 FROGS STOPPED UP IN JAR know who's sleepin' in dis bed chere. Yo'
UNDER HOUSE - UNDER VICTIM'S BED take dat jah of frogs an' put it right undah
IN 6 DAYS CRAZY - IN 9 DAYS DEAD de house, bur' it right undah dere baid, an'

dey tell me dat in six days dat individual

will go crazy an' de ninth day he'll die. [In dis bed chere means the bed in my
interviewing room at a private home. Not my bedroom; I stayed at a hotel.]

[Brunswick, Ga., (1174), 1984:4.]
CUT OFF TOENAILS OF LIVE FROG - WRAP IN PAPER 9885. Take a toadf?og an' make
PARCHMENT - BURY IN STUMP - VICTIM LOSES MIND anybody be out dere mind. Cut

off 'is feet - yo' know, cut 'is
toenail - ah call it toenail, an' put 'im in parchment [paper]. Tie 'im up an'
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bury 'im in a stump. [Informant may have omitted something here, such as writing
victim's name on the parchment paper; but intention alone would be sufficient to
power the rite.] [Wilson, N. Car., (1514), 2681:11.]
9886, Yo' kin take a toadyfrog an' split it open an' put it undahneat' de
centah of yuh steps as yo' goin' in. Well, dat toadyfrog will be mortified tuh
yuh all de time. Yo' can't go
TOADYFROG SPLIT OPEN UNDER STEPS - POOR HEALTH no time. Yo' can't go up nor
come down. Dat will make yuh
be's sickly all de time. [Charleston, S. Car., (?), 654:4.]
9887. A frog? An' if yo' have bone felon on yuh fingah lak ah had on dis one
heah - an' yo' take dat frog whilst he's alive an' yo' split 'im open an' yo'
run de fingah dat ails yuh,

CURE A FINGER FELON BY RUNNING see, intuh 'im. Dat will

IT THROUGH SPLIT-OPEN LIVE FROG draw de misery out. [St.
Petersburg, Fla., (1052),
1707:8.]

IF PERSON POISONED - BIND ON LIVE TOADFROG AS CURE 9888. If anyone poisoned,

yo' kin take a live toadfrog
and split 'im wide open an' bind 'im up on dere, it'll take dat 'fect away.
[FPlorence, S. Car., (1310), 2220:4.]

9889. If a snake bite chew, [I will] start on dat firse [first]. If a snake

bite chew an' yo' kin do yore goodsness [aid] fur dat bite right on de minute

[immediately], it would
IMMPEDIATE AID NECESSARY IN SNAKE BITE - TIE STRING he'p tuh git [it] out chew;
TOURNIQUET BETWEEN BITE AND HEART - NOT TOO TIGHT but if yo' don't [have im-
POULTICE BITE WITH LIVE TOADFROG - HIS POISON mediate aid] it might run
WILL ABSORB OR KILL THE SNAKE POISON - AFTER THIS a long ways. Yo' hardly
BUOY WHITE SMELLING SOMETHING AT DRUG STORE TUH GIT git shet of it. [Without
CHURE FLESH SMOOTH MEANING TO REDUCE THE SWELLING immediate aid a snake bite

may be fatal.] But yo'
ketch yo' a toadfrog an' tie 'em a lettle above dat place dere [the bite]. Take
yo' a string an' tie hit up above [the bite]. Don't have it too small [tight]
tuh stop yore blood from runnin', yo' know. But have [do] dat an' jes' [as] de
poison gwine out from dat frog, de mo' de poison he gwine out [you] chew know,
an' it [poison] go right on out [of you]. [Here is the principle of poison kills
poison.] An' move yore string, move it all. An' when it [poison] git out good,
go tuh de drug stop, an' git chew white smellin' - ah fo'got de name yo' call it.
Anyhow yo' go dere an' git it, tuh he'p [help] tuh git chure flesh smooth - yo'
know, lak it was. [Sumter, S. Car., (1383), 2458:4.]

9890. Dey say dat yo' kin take a toadfrog an' tote him till he dies, an' yo'

kin cure any kinda complaint dat yo' wants; any complaint, if yo' ketch 'im an'
tote him till he dies.
TOQADFROG CARRIED UNTIL HE DIES (Then what do you do with him?)
CURES HAND COMPLAINTS Yeah, jis' don' squeeze him, but yo' tote him
till he dies. Any kinda complaint come tuh
yore hand, yo' kin cure it. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1411), 2535:13.]

9891. Yo' take a toadfrog alive an' yo' sew it up. Yo' puts 'im in a sack,
sew 'im in a sack 'live. An' den ah cain't git tuh yuh bed, see, but dere is a
fren' woman dat kin git tuh dere dat is a pers'nal fren' of mine. Ah give huh
dat, tell 'uh tuh put it in yuh bed, in yuh mattress, see. An' when she slip
dat, put dat in dat mattress, yo' become restless an' dose things will come tuh
be in yuh flesh, becuz ah got de frog in dere. An' ah got de needles in dere,
dat make de pain come. An' den dat git chew restless on de bed. Don't care
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when yo' git in dat bed, yo' gotta git out an' gits dressed. An' den all ah got-
ta do den, aftah ah got it

SEW UP LIVE TOADFROG AND NEEDLES IN SACK - LET in dere, ah'll come tuh yuh
SOMEONE WHO KNOWS VICTIM PUT IT IN VICTIM'S house; an' when ah come tuh
MATTRESS - HE OR SHE BECOMES RESTLESS AND PAINS yuh house, if ah ketch yuh

LIVE THINGS ENTER FLESH - IF I CAN ENTER PERSON'S back tuh me, see, ah sprin-
HOUSE - I SPRINKLE BAD POWDER DISGUISED AS PERFUME kle yuh bed wit dese [some
kind of] powdahs. Ah sprin-
kle dat, else ah drop one or two drops of dat perfume on dere. [Memphis, Tenn.,
(1530), 2737:7.]
9892. Yo' take dat frog an' yo'
WRITE NAME OF PERSON WANTING TO HARM YOU write dis name on a piece of papah.
TIE ROUND FROG — THROW INTO RUNNING WATER (What name?)
Anybody's name. An' yo' tie it roun'
dis live frog an' carry it an' throw
it in de runnin' stream of watah. Tie it tight where de papah won't git off in
a runnin' stream of watah. Dat's a party dat yo' wanta do harm tuh. Well, dat'll
carry him right on off in dat rivah. [Savannah, Ga., (1271), 2151:8.]
9893. Now, if yo' got a girl an' yo' wan' 'er tuh love yo', yo' kin go tuh
one dem red ants baid. Ketch yo' one dem toadfrogs, dem ole rough toadfrogs an'
kill 'im. Put dat toadfrog in
KILL A TOADFROG AND PUT IT IN A RED ANTS BED dat ants baid an' let 'im stay
AFTER ITS FLESH EATEN - TAKE STRAIGHT BACKBONE in dat ants baid until dem
AND STICK INTO GARMENT OF WOMAN OR MAN WANTED antses eat 'im up, till he gits
tuh where he ain't nuthin but a
shell [skeleton]. Den yo' take dat frog den an' yo' git dat straight bone dat
runs down 'is back. An' yo' kin take dat bone den an' any woman dat chew want
or any man dat chew want, whilst me an' yo' talkin' or me an' 'er talkin', ah
stick dat bone in dat garment dat she had on or dat he has on. If ah'm a woman
ah stick it in a man [garment] or if ah'm a man ah stick it in a woman [garment].
Yo' see, stick dat bone in dere, jes' a small piece of dat bone, an' leave it in
dere. Den yo'll come tuh be mah sweetheart if ah wan' chew, or yo'll come tuh
be 'er sweetheart if she wan' chew. [Waycross, Ga., (1120a), 1801:3.]
9894. If yo' have someone dat yo' desire dere affection an' dere love, dey
say now yo' could ketch a bullfrog an' put 'im intuh a box where he's confined
and put holes. Set dis box
SET A BULLFROG IN A BOX WITH HOLES WHERE ANTS where ants kin eat 'im up.
CAN EAT HIS FLESH - TAKE THE BONE LIKE A 'ﬂ;' Aftah dey eat 'im, dere's a
STICK THIS BONE INTO CLOTHES OF PERSON YOU WANT bone in 'im. Yo' take dis
LEAVE THERE 9 DAYS - RETRIEVE IT - PERSON YOURS box up an' look in dere [among
the bones]. Dere's a bone-lak,
lak a "T". Yo' take dis bone an' go tuh dis person an' put it somewhere in de
lining, somewhere in dere clothes where dey won' know it, an' let dem weah it
nine days in dere clothes. Aftah dat yo' take it an' keep it, an' as long as
dey live, yo' can't git rid of 'em. Don't care whut chew do or how mean yo' be
or how cross yo' be tuh 'em, as long as yo' keep dis "T" dere, yo'll nevah git
rid of 'em in de world. [Mobile, Ala., (671), 886:1.]

9895. There is something else that ah didn't tell you, they has a peculiar
influence on people, an' that is the frog. Did chew evah hear that? You get a
toad. You know what a toad is? [I probably nod my head yes.] You take him and
you go to - you seen these large ants. You take him while he's alive an' carry
him to a bed of these creatures, you know, an' put an ole bucket over him so he
can't get out. And they'll jes' eat him completely up, and den they will leave
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the bones there. It's a bone that come out of his back; it looks like a shoe-
buttoner, has a little
CARRY LIVE TOAD TO ANTS BED - COVER WITH BUCKET hook-like in it. You take
TO PREVENT HOPPING AWAY - AMONG BONES LEFT BY ANTS this and get a piece of
ONE LOOKS LIKE A SHOE BUTTONER - WRAP THIS IN PIECE this person's clothing.
OF BELOVED'S CLOTHING TO KEEP HIM OR HER NEAR YOU Say, for instance, if you
could steal a pair of a
lady's stepins or jes' anything that chew have of theirs - that chew can get of
theirs, small that chew can wrap up. You wrap that up into a package of some
kind like it was something very precious. And as long as that bone remain there,
this person will remain very near to you. Now, that is something that has been
tried by millions, an' also by myself - something to be substantiated. [Mobile,
Ala., (650), 867:1.]
9896. If yo' wuz a young man an' wan'in' [wanting] a girl an' love der [loved
her] an' she wuz not yore class [she was above you] but still yo' wanted 'er, yo'
take yo' a toadfrog an' git chew

SHUT UP TOADFROG IN CIGAR BOX WITH AIRHOLES a nice 1i'l cigah box. Take yo'
AFTER ANTS EAT FLESH - TAKE FISHHOOK-LIKE BONE a icepick an' put chew maybe two
AND STICK INTO CLOTHES OF PERSON YOU LIKE dozen holes, some in de side an'

some on de top, so he git air
yo' know. Shet 'im up in dere an' make some airholes in de box. Well, he'll
'vently [eventually] perish tuh death, an' de ants will eat de flesh off 'is
bones. De ants will eat all de flesh, dere jes' be de carcass dere. He's got
a hook in 'im jes' 'zactly [exactly] lak a fishhook. De ants eat all de flesh
off 'im - dere be no skin dere, no nuthin but jes' 'is carcass - in about fo'
months. It take about fo' months in de summah. In de fall of de yeah yo' kin
git de carcass. Well, he's got a bone right in 'is hip back dere jes' 'zackly
lak a fishhook. It shaped jes' lak a fishhook. Well, whut dey wanted de ants
tuh do is tuh show 'em de bone, de fishhook. Dey take dis 1i'l bone an' put it
anywhere in yore clothes. If it's 'er, when yo' go tuh see 'er, she'll hang it
in yore clothes; or yo'll hang it in 'er clothes. Well, den she's got yo' tzed.
Dat's whut dey use de toadfrog fo'. [Wilson, N. Car., (1476), 2657:8.]

9897. If yo' wanta make a gurl love yuh, [they] say yo' git chew one dese
big toadfrogs an' put it in a cigarbox, yo' know. An' put holes in it. Yo'
see, all round it so de ants kin go through, dese large red ants. Yo' know, not
de real large ones but dese 1i'l small red ants. An' put it right ovah de hole
where nobody won't bothah it, off somewheres or 'mothah. An' dem ants will eat
off all de - eat 'im up yo' know. Sting him an' den dey'll eat - feed off him,
see, until dey git all dem bones tuh dereself. An' it'll be one bone dere jes'
lak a fishbone. Ah've seen it mahself. It look jes' lak a fishbone.

(How does it look now?)

A 1i'l crooked - yo' know how a fishbone got a 1i'l crook in it. An' dey'll
take dat fishbone an' - sometime yo' know yo' kin git up tuh a gurl an' talk wit
'er but she don' care nuthin much 'bout chew; but den de same time, yo' kin git
closah yo' know. Well, den when yo' git closah, yo' take dat bone yo' know an'
stick it in 'er clothes anywhere, an' yo' can't git rid of 'er.

(That will make her love you.) [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1021), 1651:7.]

9898. Tuh make dem have a tendency tuh love anyone - yo' know, gain de in-
fluence of anyone yo' wanta love - yo' gits a grown live frog. Let 'im be well-
grown, healthy. An' gits yo' a pastebo'd box an' a darnin' needle an' thread.
An' take yo' a pair of scissors an' cut a deep hole in dis box, an' yo' put dis
live frog in dis box, but let it be at de twilight of de night. An' take yore
scissahs an' cut holes in dis box. An' den take dis needle an' thing an' sew up
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dis box. An' take it an' don' say nuthin tuh nobody. Yo' take it an' go tuh a
ants nest an' den yo' put it
AT TWILIGHT PUT FROG IN PASTEBOARD BOX WITH HOLES right in de ants nest. An'

NOT SAYING A WORD TAKE BOX TO ANTS NEST - AFTER den aftah seven days yo' go
7 DAYS FROG WILL BE A SKELETON - TAKE 2 BONES back tuh de frog an' den de
ONE LIKE FISH SCALE - OTHER LIKE FISHHOOK - SCALE frog will be a skeleton. An'
KEEP - HOOK STICK INTO CLOTHES OF PERSON WANTED den it's two pieces about de

skeleton yo' want. One look
lak a fish scale an' one look lak a fishhook. An' yo' git dem two pieces an' yo'
keep de fish scale. An' den yo' take de fishhook an' jes' lak if yo' wanta -
intend tuh love anyone, yo' pin it anywhere on 'em fo' about thirty seconds, an'
yo' tote it den. An' 'long as yo' keep dat fish scale yo'll have dem undah con-
trol an' do anything yo' want 'em tuh do.

(What do you do with that fishhook?)

Yo' take that fishhook an' put it on his shirt or anybody dress or anything.
Yo' know, hook it roun' dere. Yo' leave it dere fo' thirty seconds.

(Then what do you do with it?)

If yo' wanta yo' kin take it off. [Sumter, S. Car., (1359), 2393:1.]

9899, About de frog. Now, if ah had a girl, seed [saw] a woman dat ah wanted
an' ah co'dn't [could not] git 'er no othahwise, ah'd take me a frog an' put 'im
in a box. Cut some holes in de box an' care [carry] it tuh a red ant baid, one

dese big raid ant baids. Put
LET RED ANTS EAT LIVE FROG IN BOX WITH HOLES 'im dere an' let dose antses
USE 2 OF BONES - WITH HOOKBONE SCRATCH WOMAN sting 'im tuh death. Stay away
HANG IT IN HER CLOTHES - SHE IS YOURS - TO GET a couple, or three or fo' days
RID OF HER - SCRATCH WITH SPADEBONE - DISCARD until ah find he's done rotten

an' quit stinkin'., Ah goes back
in dere an' ah pulls dat hide off 'im an' dere's two bone in dere. One bone look
lak a hook an' one is made lak a spade. Well, ah comes on back where dis woman
is an' ah take dis hook an' pass by an' happen tuh scratch 'er ahm wit it. Hook
it in 'er clothes an' ah go on. She'll follah me. She be mah woman from den on,
until ah gits mad wit 'er or wanta git rid of 'er. Den ah could use de spade.
De spade will bring hatred, make her hate chew. Lak yo' made her love, dat spade
will make her hate chew. She'll hate tuh even see yo' comin'.

(What do you do with that spade to make her hate you?)

Ah keeps de spade all de time. Den ah take de spadebone an' do de same way
wit it, yo' know, strike her, scratch 'er anywhere wit de spadebone, see. Den
throw it away. [Sumter, S. Car., (1364), 2405:7.]

9900. Yo' git a frog, a toadfrog, an' yo' put 'im in a can. Yo' put some
holes in de can an' yo' put 'im ovah a red ants nest, an' let de ants eat de

frog. An' when de ants through

LET RED ANTS EAT TOADFROG IN CAN WITH HOLES wit it, yo' go dere an' gits de
AMONG BONES IS A FISHBONE OR WISHBONE - HANG skeleton of de frog, an' yo'll
IT IN WOMAN'S CLOTHES TO MAKE HER LOVE YOU find a bone in dere, in dis

TO GET RID OF HER - GIVE HER 9 DROPS OF TEA MADE skeleton dat looks lak a fish-
FROM THE WISHBONE OF ANOTHER ANT-EATEN TOADFROG bone - a wishbone. [There is
no bone in a frog or toad

looking like the wishbone in a chicken.] An' yo' takes dis bone an' go out talk-
in' wit de girl dat chure tryin' tuh git. If yo' kin hang it in 'er clothes jes'
fo' two seconds, why she'll be crazy about chew.

An' de only way tuh git unsundah [asunder] from 'er is take dat same bone from
anothah frog, an' make a tea an' put some of de watah in sompin lak a bottle of
soda watah [a sweet carbonated water of various flavors] or sompin lak dat - nine
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drop of dis. Den she'll git chew off 'er mind. Othah den dat, she'll stay wit
chew.

(That is all she can do to get rid of that.)

Dat's all yo' kin do tuh git rid of dat girl.

(Oh! if you want to get rid of her.)

Yes, if yo' wanta keep 'er, why don't make de tea.

(If you want to get rid of her, you get another frog and take it out to the
ants bed.)

Dat's it. [Savannah, Ga., (1269), 2148:12.]

9901. Yo' kin take a frog an' put 'im in a pot an' boil 'im. Git chew nine
red ants an' put in dere. Aftah yo' boil 'im, yo' take de frog out an' strip 'is
laigs. Jes' lak yo' ketch de frog in dis han' [demonstrates] yo' ketch 'im by
his laigs an' strip 'is laigs. Pull 'is laigs through de soup - de watah dat

boilin'.

[I describe informant's demon-
BOIL FROG WITH 9 RED ANTS - STRIP MEAT FROM stration.]
LEFT HIND LEG - TIE BONE IN BAG - ANOINT WITH (You hold him up by the legs

COLOGNE AND LINSEED OIL - WOMAN WEARS BAG ABOUT and pull his feet down toward
WAIST TO HOLD MAN - REST OF FROG UNDER MATTRESS the body.)

Take dat, aftah yo' git de

meat off - take his haid off -
strip 'im enough tuh git de meat off wit'out teahin' 'im too bad. Take him an'
git chew some cologne an' some linseed oil. Yo' 'noint 'im good wit dat linseed
oil an' cologne. Take an' tie him in a bag. Put dat bag undah yore mattress.
If yo' wan'a keep it from fallin' out, [put] 'tween de spring an' mattress. Gits
a cloth an' put it up 'tween de mattress an' he [man] lie on dat.

(What will that do?)

Dat will keep 'im wit 'er.

(Do you take this meat off all the bones or what?)

Jes' offa one, his lef' hin' laig.

(And you put the whole frog under there?)

De whole frog undah de baid. An' take de meat dat chew got off 'is lef' hin'
laig an' one dose bones, an' tie hit an' weah hit between dere in a bag. Weah
it roun' 'er waist in a bag, let it hang down in front of 'er.

(This is to keep the man.)

Keep de man, yeah, at 'er place. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1042), 1691:1.]
9902. In gamblin' if yo' wanta be lucky aroun' a skin game, yo' take yo' a
frog an' kill it an' go tuh ant's bed, dem ole big red ant, an' put 'im in dere,

an' leave him fer nime days. An'
KILL FROG - LEAVE IN RED ANTS BED 9 DAYS he goin' be hard [a skeleton],
KEFP SKELETON IN LEFT POCKET AS GAMBLING HAND dem ants goin' eat "im all up.
Jes' take dat frog an' tote 'im
in yore lef' pocket. Dat's one of devilest hands yo' evah see.

(You are going to be lucky.)

Yes, sir, yo' goin' ruin dem gamblahs. [Jacksonville, Fla., (549(, 687:7.]

9903. There was one trick they had. They used to ketch a frog and take this
old frog, kill an ole land frog, an ole toad. And put him in a little box and

make holes in it sumpin like yo'd
A TRICK - KILL FROG - PUT IN BOX WITH HOLES a pepperbox. Little ants would
AXYS WILL EAT HIM - HANG ONE BONE ON DRESS crawl in there and them ants would

go in there and destroy the body
of this ole frog. And after he was dead, eat him up. You put that box into run-
ming water, whare there's a place of water running right steady down, until it
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washed all that ole filth, that ole eat-up flesh, away from that frog, yo' know,
and leave nuthin but de bone there. And there was a certain bone there, I don't
know what it was, but I've heared them tell it. There was a certain bone in that
frog that they'd take that out and go around de girl's house. And if she was
walkin' around, cookin' an' doin' anything, she had no knowledge of what was
goin' on, why you could hang that in her dress.

(Hang it on the clothesline?)

No, her dress on her. She'd have a dress on. But, if you's to take that ole
bone and stick it in her clothes somewhares, she passin' around de house an'
you's settin' there talkin' with her, and she couldn't git clear of you. [Prin-
cess Anne, Md., (133), 51:1.]

9904. Well, you take a frog, you take you a nail, or take a knife and peg
him down alive jes' like that with a peg right at your house. Take some sugar

and just sprinkle it good, you
PEG DOWN LIVE FROG - COVER WITH SUGAR - ANTS see. The worms, the ants and
WILL EAT HIS FLESH - TAKE FORKED BONE FROM TAIL things will eat all the flesh
SEW INTO LITTLE BAG - ANOINT WITH OIL OF CLOVER off it. And after they eat all
VAN VAN - FAST LUCK = 3 THINGS - GAMBLING LUCK the flesh off it, you will find
RUB LITTLE FAST LUCK AND BAG IN HAND GAMBLING a forked bone at the back tail

of it. Then you take that oil
of clover, van van and fast luck, see. Now you take that and sew them together
and make you a little bag, and put it in your pocketbook. But that fast luck,
you must keep a little bit out when you going out, on the side, and scrape in
your hand like this [demonstrates]. That gives you gambling hand; power in gamb-
ling.

(Is fast luck a liquid or a powder?)

That's lickrish [liquid]. When you put it on your hand it burns shoe [burns
you]. Now, when you look at it, when you put it on your hand and rub it, you see
that curl up, sort of yellowish. It gives you satisfaction. [New Orleans, La.,
(815), 1153:2.]

9905. Tell yo' about frogs. Take a frog an' put 'im in a snuffbox an' punch
holes in it, an' ca' it down tuh de fo'ks of de road. An' at de twil of day go

back fo' nine mawnin's,

CARRY LIVE FROG IN HOLE-PUNCHED SNUFFBOX TO an' de las' mawnin' he'll
FORKS OF ROAD - RETURN 9 MORNINGS - AT "TWIL OF DAY" be et up by de antses.

= JIS' BEFO' DAYLIGHT - ANT-EATEN BY 9TH MORNING An' take him den an' take

TAKE LUCKY BONE FROM FROG'S HEAD - WEAR IN POCKET de bone outa his haid, an'
TO GET A FAVOR - ASK IT AND LAY BONE NEAR PERSON keep it in yuh pockit.

An' if yo' wan' someone
tuh do whut chew ast 'im [ask him] take an' put dat somewheah neah dem, an'
dey'll do anything yo' as'cum [ask them].

(When do you take that frog down there to the road?)

At de 'twill of day - yes sir, jis' befo' daylight.

(The twill of day, that means just before daylight.) [This last remark of
mine is merely an editorial comment for the future. I may have another example
of twil but I am not sure. Does it mean at the twilight of day? Somewhere in
HOODOO 1 think we have the expression first light. Does the latter equal dawn?]
[Waycross, Ga., (1134), 1841.]

9906. Yo' kin take a toadfrog. Now, I had dat - dat wus done tuh me. A man
wus co'tin' [courting] me an' he wus co'tin' anothah lady. An' we co'ted fo' a
good long while an' ah tole 'im, ah sdys, "Why don't chew let's git ma'ed?"

He say, "Well, ah'm engaged tuh anothah lady tuh git ma'ed."

Ah ast 'im, ah say, "Why yo' co'tin' me so long when yo' know yo' wus engaged
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tuh anothah lady?"

He says, ''Well, ah guess ah

lak yuh."

Ah say, "Well, dat ain't busi-
ness." Say, "Ah thought chew
wus co'tin' me fo' a wife. If
ah hadda thought chew wusn't
doin' dat, we'd abeen [we would
have been] quit long ago, becuz
a husband (was] whut ah wus
lookin' fo'."

He says, 'Well, ah'm already
engaged tuh git ma'ed."

IN PAPER - WHICH CLIENT THROWS AT ENEMY'S DOOR Ah say, '"Well, when yo' goin'
git ma'ed?"

"Well, we's tuh git ma'ed in
June."

Ah tole 'im, ah says, "Well,

vhen June come if ah live, yo' won' git ma'ed."

He say, "Well, if ah live, ah will git ma'ed."

Ah say, '"Well, if yo' live yo' won' git ma'ed."

So when June come - de lady wus down south - she came. He come ovah an' he
tole me, he say, "Well, de lady ah tole yuh about ah wus tuh ma'y, she have come.’

[Cylinder change causes the following repetition.]

Ah say, "Well, when yo' goin' git ma'ed?"

He say, '""We's tuh git ma'ed in June."

Ah say, "Well, ah tole yuh, yo' wouldn't ma'y her."

He say, ''Well, ah don't see how yo' [can say] ah'm not gonna ma'y
live ah'm gonna ma'y huh."

Ah say, '""Well, if ah live yo' won' ma'y huh.”

So ah goes tuh a fortunetellah an' dis fortunetellah tole me tuh ketch a toad-
frog an' git me a coffee can, a tin coffee can, an' drive holes in de bottom of
dat can an' up aroun' in dat can tuh 'bout halfway. An' ketch dat frog an' put
'im in dat can an' name him dat puhson's name three times. An' take it tuh a
black antses baid an' stir it up, an' set dat can in dere; an' evah two or three
days fo' me tuh watch dat can. Go an' look in it evah two or three days. An'
wvhen dem antses eat all de meat offa dat frog, tuh bring 'im dat frame [skeleton]
in dat can. An' when dat wus done, ah ca'ed it tuh 'im. An' he tole me dere wus
saome bones in dat frog dat he wus gonna fZx in a 1i'l package fo' me tuh weah
where it'll keep warm nex' tuh me, an' he would nevah ma'y dat wumman. An' he
S=ed de package an' ah went tuh weahin' it. So when de time come fo' him tuh
ma'y dis wumman, he come ovah an' he tole me, he sayed, ''Miss Cartah,'" he sayed,
“De lady didn't ma'y me."

Ah said, "Well, why she didn't ma'y yo'?"

He said, "Ah dunno.”

Ah said, "Well, did yo' buy de papahs?"

He say, ''Yes," say, "Ah bought mah license an' dey cost fo' dollahs an' fifty
cents, an' ah went ovah tuh ma'y her an' she tole me she 'clined [declined] de
idea of gittin' ma'ed."

Ah said, '"Well, when did she say she would ma'y yuh?"

"She didn't say."

Ah said, "Well, yo' oughta make huh tell yuh when she gonna ma'y yuh. She
‘elined de idea right now, maybe a 1i'l latah she might ma'y."

er. If ah
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He say, '"She don' mean tuh ma'y."

Ah say, "Yo' reckon she don't?"

He say, ''No."

Ah say, "Why?"

"Cuz she given me mah money back. Ah paid fo' dollahs an' fifty cents fo' de
license an' she give it back tuh me."

Ah say, "Oh well, she don't mean tuh ma'y yo' den."

An' den he commence tuh worryin' me tuh ma'y 'im an' ah wouldn't ma'y him den,
'cuz de fortunetellah dat ah'd gone tuh tole me it would happen dat way. An' he
tole me, '""When he ast chew 'bout ma'in' don' chew ma'y him." Said, "Becuz he
wouldn't live long. He would soon stricken an' die an' yo' would soon be a widow
ag'in."

An' jis' lak he tole me 'bout it, he would ast me 'bout ma'in' 'im, he did.
But ah kep' 'im shooed off, an' re'lly, latah he did taken sick an' died.

[Here I changed the cylinder. Informant begins by returning to an episode
she had omitted, what she had done to make her rival refuse the man.]

So dis fortunetellah tole me dat dis woman dat he wus supposed tuh ma'y, she
wouldn't ma'y him. He tole me tuh git some 1li'l boy tuh go on in de swamp or
somewhah an' fin' me a gophah - wit fo' laigs, a gophah, yo' know. So ah come
back an' got de boys tuh hunt de gophah up an' dey wouldn't fin' one.

[The preceding word gopher may confuse the reader. Here in Georgia where I
was interviewing, people called the gopher a salamander. What informant means
by gopher is a burrowing land tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus), the animal and
eggs edible.]

So ah went back an' tole 'im about it. Ah said, "Well, don' seem lak ah kin
git a gophah." Ah say, "It'll have tuh be some othah 'rangements made." Ah
said, "Dis man sweahs dat he gonna ma'y dis wumman."

He said, "Yo' needn't worry about dat; he ain't goin' ma'y huh."

He say, '"Well." He got some dirt, some red-lookin' dirt, an' he showed it
tuh me. He said, "If ah give yuh some of dis dirt an' tell yuh whut tuh do wit
it, would jew be scared tuh do it?"

Ah said, "No, ah won't be scared. Ah'll try tuh do it."

An' he fixed so much of de dirt in a papah an' give it tuh me. An' he said,
"Aftah dahk [dark] - yo' know wheah dis wumman live?"

Say, "Yessuh."

"Aftah dahk yo' go tuh huh house wheah she live. Don' let no one see yo',
if yo' kin he'p it, an' yo' throw dis dirt tuhwards 'er front do', as much as
yo' kin, tuh spattah it on de do' an' de porch aroun'. An' she won't nevah
ma'y."

So ah did dat.

So dey didn't ma'y.

(You said this was another case where a woman was going to marry the man.
This is the same story?)

Yes sir, dat's de woman's part of de graveyard dirt. [The reader may recall
that my informant told us her rival de lady was down south. Here we were in
southern Georgia not too far from Florida! I found this down south all along the
Atlantic coast from Maryland southward. The south was always somewhere farther
south!] [Waycross, Ga., (1133), 1839:14.]

9907. Dey say yo' kin take a red ants
CUT UP FROG AND LET RED ANTS EAT FLESH bed an' cut a frog up an' let de red
CARRY ONE OF THE LEG BONES FOR LUCK ants eat up dat frog - eat all of 'em

[pieces]. An' den yo' could take cer-
tain bones from 'im, lak a laig bone, lak dat an' carry it fo' luck. Dey say
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dat's very successful fo' a luck charm.

(Luck in anything?)

Yes sir, luck in anything. [Waycross, Ga., (1086, a hoodoo man, good),
1755:9.]

9908. Yo' kin ketch a toadfrog an' yo' bur' 'im [bury him]. Dere's two or
three ways about a frog. Yo' ketch a toadfrog an' yo' bur' 'im, an' put 'im in

a ants baid an' de ants done pick 'im bad.
LET ANTS EAT FLESH FROM TOADFROG  An' den aftah dat, why yo' takes 'is bones.
TOUCH WOMAN YOU WANT WITH A BONE Don' want no flesh on 'is bones. An' weah it

in yore pocket. An' den if it's a woman dat
chew wanted tuh be wit, why yo' jes' tetch 'er wit dat frog [bones]. [Algiers,
La., (1575), 2900:8.]

9909. Well, now, if yo' kin, yo' kin take as 1li'l a thing as a toadfrog, an'
ketch 'im an' put 'im in a box. An' jis' let 'im stay dere, you see, until de
ants eat all of 'is flesh offa his bones. An' it's a 1i'l forked bone in 'im
dat yo' kin git. An' if yo' kin git anywheres neah dat man an' put dat bone on
'im, an' he'll come back. Yes, sir, he'll come right back home tuh stay dere.
[Vicksburg, Miss., (767), 1057:5.]

9910. Yo' know dese ole rough frogs dat hop. Well, yo' take dem an' yo' put
'em in a tin can an' cut some holes in dere. An' yo' git a bone out dere dat
shape lak a fishhook. An' yo' could hang dat on anybody's clothes an' dey'll
follah yo' regardless who dey is woman or man, an' love yo'. [Brunswick, Ga.,
(1210), 2014:6.]

9911. Well, now, yo' take a frog. Hit's a bone in dat frog lak a fishhook
an' dere's anothah one in dere's a scale. Yo' see a man an' yo' wanta use him

jis' lak yo' wanta. Yo' ketch
FROG HAS A FISHHOOK BONE AND A SCALE - WOMAN yo' a toadfrog an' yo' lay 'im
STICKS FISHHOOK INTO MAN'S COAT TO HOOK HIM up on de shelf. Well, yo' turn
HITS FISHHOOK ON SCALE TO GET RID OF HIM 'im on 'is back. Lay him ovah

on de shelf where he cannot turn
ovah an' he perish tuh death an' he rotten. An' yo' go dere an' yo' fin' dis
fishhook an' yo' fin' dis scale. Well, yo' take dis scale an' yo' keep dis
scale. De fishhook, yo' hook it intuh de man's coat, an' as long as he tote
dat he stay wit yo'. An' when yo' git ready fo' him tuh go, yo' take dat fish-
hook out dere an' strike it on de back of dis scale an' he'll go. [Brunswick,
Ga., (1206), 2037:1.]

9912, Dat is tuh have yuh husban' undah yore feet, treat 'im lak yo' wanta

an' yo' kin do as yo' please. Catch dat frog or yo' kin kill 'im alive an' take
dat bone out.

SHE WASHES MAN'S CLOTHES IN LEFT-FROG-LEG WATER (What kind of bone?)

AN’ DAT PO' FELLAH IS JIS' A FOOTSTOOL De laig bone. Yo' takes one

of dat left laig. Yo' skin

'im an' yo' take dat backbone an' dey gen'ly [generally] keeps it in watah. We

got a case of dat by us right now. Keeps it in watah in a quart preserve jah.

An' each in dere wash, gits dat an' wash 'er husband's clothes in it. If it's

mnthin but a undahshirt an' he wants a clean undahshirt, she does dat. An' dat

po' fellah is jis' a footstool. [Savannah, Ga., (1280), 2179:3.]

9913. Dey use frogs fo' luck. Peoples carry it around in dere pockets fo'

gamblin', an' as long as dis frog jumps, it's lucky tuh yo'; but whenevah dis
frog stops, it's bad luck,
FRDG USED TO DIAGNOSE RECOVERY OR DEATH OF PATIENT if yo' wanta gamble.
Or eithah, yo' could nm
fuse it on] a person sick, an' as long as dis frog jumps, de persom will recovah;
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but if yo' go roun' an' it don' jump, dat's a sign of quick death. [Memphis,
Tenn., (1518), 2697:9.]

9914. If ah be in de baid sick - ah hear'd dat if yo' be in de baid sick an'
yo' are poisoned, yo' ketch a live frog an' wherevah de misery is, yo' put dat
frog dere an' dat frog turn green, but if yo' are not poisoned, why he won't.,

[To understand this remark-
A FIRST-CLASS EXAMPLE OF THERAPEUTIC LEGERDEMAIN able frog-turning-green rite,
PATIENT ON WHOM LIVE FROG TURNS GREEN IS POISONED 1let us examine a similar rite

previously given, the hoodoo
woman from Bergen Junction (reference later). Here the victim, having exchanged
shoes with another man, wore them to work next day: Dat night he wasn't able to
walk home. He was hoppin'. His laig was hurtin' all uwp, clean up tuh 'is knee.
An' yo' kin hear 'im hollerin'. Ah hear 'im my ownself...two blocks. De doctor
(M.D.] he come. De doctor couldn't do no good. Dey had to go git...big [prob-
ably both in size and importance] hoodoo woman stay out from Bergen Junction...
she come dere and she put her han' on 'im jes' lak dis heah [demonstrates] an'
drag it over 'is face - we all standing dere lookin' at 'em - bring 'er han'
right down ovah 'is face jes' lak dat an' carried it straight on down, right ovah
dat laig. An' she done dat three times, an'...two toadyfrogs hopped outa dat
man's laig, an' dat man got all right. Come out [the frogs came out] back dere
where de two places 'bout tuh come to a haid - where it done, you know, formed a
corruption. Here we have one of those head-down-to-feet rites that drives di-
sease or evil out of the body through the feet, often the big toe, into or on to
the ground. How a sleight-of-hand artist would have performed this trick I do
not know, but I can suggest a possible method. The hoodoo woman, probably saying
she worked In the Name of the Lord, opened her right hand, turned it about to
show it empty, and laid it on top of the man's head In the Name of the Father.
Then slowly the open palm went down over the man's face, neck, shoulder, side of
body to hip, thigh, knee, leg, foot and finally rested open palm on the ground.
There may have been verbal mumbo jumbo along the descent. Next our hoodoo oper-
ator saying she would now use more force, closed her hand loosely and began at
the man's head again; this time In the Name of the Son. Her half-closed hand
going down this time pressed heavier against the man's body. A third time and
In the Name of the Holy Ghost, she laid her hand on the man's head, but now hand
was a closed fist pressing heavily on its downward journey over the man's body.
When she opened her fist on the ground it was empty but two frogs, young ones
probably the size of hulled peanuts were jumping about. (Yes, I have seen many
of these small frogs.) She then pointed out de two places 'bout tuh come to a
haid, where it done, you know, formed a corruption. Surely the corruption on
the man's leg was the misdirection permitting the release of the frogs. (For
this hoodoo woman from Bergen Junction, see No.1263, p.44l, v.1l.) The reader
will now understand how in our present rite the non-green frog suddenly could
turn green. And finally the reader should notice how the present informant
quickly changes from Zf ah be in de baid sick to if you be in de baid sick. This
change occurs frequently in HOODOO. After all I was a total stranger to my in-
formants, many of whom considered me a hoodoo doctor! Reference for green-frog
rite: Brunswick, Ga., (1219), 2061:8.]

9915, "To take off spell - boil frog - bathe down - then mix some water with

this and let patient drink it." [This is my original shorthand transcription of
rite my transcriber missed.

BOIL FROG - BATHE PATIENT DOWN - PATIENT DRINKS THIS I do not recall anything
quite like it, this hair-

of-dog-that-bit-you rite. It comes from an excellent hoodoo woman, Memphis,
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Tenn., (960), 1548:3.]
9916. [Despite the excellent hoodoo woman from Memphis in the preceding rite,
drinking frog-water could be dangerous]. To put frog in person, boil frog and
put this water in person's food.
BOILED-FROG WATER IN FOOD GIVES YOU FROGS [Memphis, Tenn., (971), 1572:1.]
9917. [Similar to the preceding rite
is this one in which a frog is dressed for you]:

I've heard they kin dress a frog an' if that frog get anywheres near you,
yo'll get it. [This dressing of an animal to carry cunjure to you was once fair-

ly common, making every wild or stray an-
A FROG CAN BE DRESSED FOR YOU ALONE imal suspect; but no such rite can equal
KEEP AWAY FROM FROGS TO AVOID CUNJURE  the one in which a woman with a stick

chased a wandering chicken in the 3 Holy
Names and killed it - one of the finest things in HOODOO, No.205, p.58, v.l.]
[Wilmington, N. Car., (334), 273:6.]

9918. Well, once a man went picking huckleberries an' he got bit by a rattle-

snake, so he run to a woman's house an' de woman said, "Ah'll git a bullfrog
right quick." So she went out
AS AID FOR RATTLESNAKE BITE USE BULLFROG BLOOD in de bushes an' caught a big
bullfrog an' cut 'im an' jes'
laid 'im right on de place where he was bit at. Let dat [bullfrog] blood run
down on dat place. An' so he made it tuh de doctah an' de doctah saved 'im.
[St. Petersburg, Fla., (1006), 1624:8.]
9919. Put frog eggs in food; creates frogs inside. [Mobile, Ala., 945:4].
Two drops of frog blood in drink creates frogs in person. Can be cured by sweet
milk, saltpeter, and alum. [Mobile, Ala., 920:4].
FROG: EGGS - BLOOD - POWDER Starve frog to death, parch head to powder, feed
to a person, frogs inside you. [Vicksburg, Miss.,
997:3). Frog burned to powder, mix with graveyard dirt, across enemy's path for
bad luck. [Snowhill, Md., from man born and lived early life near Sewanee,
Tenn., 9:1].
RAN EGG YOLK - ON TOAD BELLY - COOKED FOR VICTIM 9920. Yo' kin take a hen aig
an' rub it ovah de stomach of
a frog an' den cook it in anybody's food an' dat will kill 'em.

(Cook what in the food?)

Cook de aig. Jes' chip de aig in de food an' it will kill

(You just rub the whole egg?)

[My whole egg could include the shell!]

Yeah, jes' rub de raw aig ovah dis frog's stomach an' dat will kill 'em. [In-
formant surely means toad, an animal considered poisonous in folklore. The words
r®@ aig indicate that the cook, after cracking the egg, lets the yolk run down
over the belly of the animal and then cooks it for the victim.] [Brumswick, Ga.,

(somewhere in 1230's), 2087:1.]
YROG BLOOD IN FOOD OR DRINK - LIVE FROGS INSIDE 9921. Take a frog's blood an'
squeeze it in somepin [to eat
or drink] an' give it tuh yuh an' dere came de live frogs in yuh. [St. Peters-
burg, Fla., (1022), 1654:5.]
9 DROPS OF TOADFROG BLOOD CURES DRUNKARD 9922. Ketch a toadfrog an' kill 'im
an' drop nine drops of blood in a
bdalf pint of whiskey, an' dat'll stop him.

(From drinking - a heavy liquor drinker.) [Waycross, Ga., (1095), 1765:15.]

9923. Ketch a toadfrog an' put warts all ovah yo'. Take dat an' git 'is
onroah lye, yo' know, when he make watah, an' git warts all ovah yo'. Take

'em.
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dat an' put dat chamber lye on yo' an' dere comes warts all ovah yo'...
(How would they put that on
a person?)
URINE OF TOADFROG THROWN ON PERSON CAUSES WARTS They would throw it on 'em.
[Wilson, N. Car., (1573), !
2680:3.]
FROG URINE CAUSES WARTS 9924, Ketch a frog an' put
'im on somebody, yo' know, an'
when he makes watah, dat makes
de warts, [Warts are usually attributed to a toad, not frog.] [Fayetteville,
N. Car., (1421), 2561:5.]
9925, Take a toadfrog an' squeeze him an' take his watah [urine] out of 'im,
if a person yo' don't like, see. Squeeze him till yo' git 'is watah outa him.
An' when yo' git 'is watah
SQUEEZE URINE FROM TOADFROG - ADD BLUESTONE - YOUR outa 'im, take a 1li'l blue-
URINE - PERSON DRINKING THESE 3 - SWELLS AND DIES stone an' mix it up wit dat
toadfrog watah, an' add some
of yore watah [urine] tuh it., It will cause de person tuh swell up. Yo' give it
tuh 'em in a drink or somepin, dey'll swell up an' bust. [Fayetteville, N. Car.,
(1415), 2049:6. ]
SPLIT OPEN LIVE FROG AND POULTICE FOR POISON 9926. Jis' lak dey say if yo'
poisoned, yo' take a frog an'
split 'im open alive an' tie 'im on. Dey say dat will kill dat poison. [Way-
cross, Ga., (1102), 1776:16.]
9927, [To] stop a man from makin' watah, yo' could take dat frog an' split
'im open an' fill 'im up fulla salt an' peppah; an' pull 'im back tuhgethah an'
hang 'im up. Split 'im open 'live. Why dey couldn't make watah 'long as dat wuz

)

done.
SPLIT OPEN LIVE FROG - FILL WITH SALT AND PEPPER (Do they do anything with the
HANG UP - VICTIM INTENDED UNABLE TO URINATE person's water at all?)

No sir. [Since the victim's
urine is not used on the frog or in any way here, magic power is one of intention
verbally unexpressed.] [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1412), 2539:7.]

9928. (Oh, the shoe! You mean the rubber tire - automobile, the inner tube,
the inside tube?)

Yes, sir. Well, all right. Well, yo' take dat an' burn it an' git de ashes
of it an' take sompin - take a little ole rock camphah an' put wit dat. See.

All right den, well, now

PROTECTION FROM BURIED CUNJURE: 3 INGREDIENTS: an' den yo' ketch yuh a

RUBBER INNER-TUBE ASHES - TOADFROG GREASE - CAMPHOR toadyfrog. Yo' understand
RUB THIS SALVE ON SOLES OF FEET - WALK OVER ANYTHING now. All right, ketch yuh

a toadyfrog an' ef yo'
don' wanta kill de toadyfrog - ah done fry de toadyfrog, fry him in a pan. An'
git de grease outa 'im an' put dat in dere. An' rub dat on de bottom of yore
foot [feet].

(What will that do then?)

Dey can't harm [cunjure] yo'. [The burning of the rubber tire, causing a bad
odor, deters witchcraft; see Scatologic Methods to Repulse Witcheraft, Nos.16481-
16499, pp.903-909, FOLXLORE FROM ADAMS COUNTY ILLINOIS, 2nd ed., 1965.] [Jack-
sonville, Fla., (603), 781:1.]

9929, Ef yo' got any idea dat anybody's doin' anythin' tuh yuh, yo' kin take
dat frog an' keep 'im in de house fuh nine days.

(Keep him right inside of the house?)
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In de house - fuh nine days. Well, aftah keepin' dat toadfrog fuh nine days

intuh de house, dem people whut tryin' tuh do yuh hahm [harm] dey'll come tuh
yuh home evah - each an'

TO PROTECT YOQURSELF - KEEP FROG IN HOUSE 9 DAYS evah day an' try tuh bahrah

THEN ENEMY WILL COME TO BORROW - REFUSE LOAN somepin from yuh. Don't
nevah len' dem nuthin, see.

If yuh len' dem anythin', dey kin do yuh anythin' dey wantuh. Long as yuh don'

lend nuthin it's all right. [Jacksonville, Fla., (617), 792:3.]

9930. And then you kin take, ah - now this is self experience. Not for my-
self but when I was a kid growing up; I guess round about fourteen, twelve, thir-
teen, fourteen years. See, I was raised in the country and worked on a farm.

My father died when I was

LIVE FROG IN CAN ON BACK OF STOVE MAKES POWDER small in 1903 and nothin' but
DO NOT OPEN FOR 9 DAYS - EACH DAY WISH FOR MAN a woman raised me. My mother

SEW THIS FROG POWDER IN BAG OF NEW YELLOW COTTON and I didn't have anything,
YOU GET ANY MAN - GO ANYWHERE - ALWAYS HAVE LUCK she and me had to work. Well,

this was a ageable [elderly]
man and he was able to pay high wages for, you know, a full-grown man and he'd
work lotsa children, you see. You see, where those large farmers didn't bother
wvith we children, he'd work us in turnin' [sweet potato] vines and settin' out
his potatoes like that. And this was a green frog. It's not a bullfrog. It's
between a toadfrog and a bullfrog. I expect you've seen him. He's green and has
those black specks on his back. It's long-legged though. Some say eventually
after they get old they turn to a bullfrog. But he used to ketch those frogs and
he'd tell we children to catch 'em. But if he didn't tell us to ketch, we could
ketch 'em. But he'd tell us to ketch 'em and we would ketch 'em and he'd put it
in his pocket and it wouldn't jump out. And he said you take those frogs and put
it up in a bottle and make your wish. And set him on de stove and dry him out
and take that and do anything you want to do with it.

Well, of course, dis man I knew was pretty good and he always seemed to be
lucky. He tolt another girl and I one day - we was pretty good in settin' out
potatoes. So he asked us to ketch every one of those frogs that we could see.
See, we'd have to go to the ditch to dip out water, you know, to water those
sprouts that was planted there. So we come to him, we asked him. "Well," he
says, ''Well, I'll tell you-all something if you'll [not] tell." Ah says, 'Well,
vhat's that?" Ah says, "Never is a long time." He says, "Well, if you-all want
those boys you going with," he say, "why go ahead and marry 'em," says, "but I'll
tell you," says, '"Viola," says, 'this boy you going with," he says, "he ain't
goin' make you any good husband at all." Says, '"They is fast, but you get these
little spring frogs, you see, these little green frogs where you kin squeeze 'em
and they goes way up into water.'" He says, '"You catch every one of those you
kin find." He says, "If you all have a fig bush, you kin get plenty of 'em in
there." And he says, "And you get that frog," he says, "and put him in a box
and make your wish." And he says, '"And set him in de stove or onto the back of
the stove.' He says, "In a small can like a five-cent or ten-cent baking-powder
Box [can] where you kin close it up. Put him in there alive," he say and he
sxys, "you doesn't open him in nine days," he says, "but each day make your wish
for this man.”" He says, "When you open that frog," he says, 'you have you a
piece of yellow cotton. Go to the store and buy you five-cent piece of yellow
cotton, or you might buy two or three cents worth if you kin get it." Three
cents worth - that was during wartime [World War I] - was just about as wide as
yoar chin[?]. He says, "And make you a little bag and make it four corners,"
be says, "jis' so it won't be anything but the form of the frog." He says, 'Sew
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all that dust in there," he says, "and you'll always have good luck, and get any
man you want and go anywhere you want to." And ah know her made it for real.
She really did it. An' she came there and she bought five dollars worth of
figs when she got one of those frogs. We [man informant worked for] had a large
fig orchard, and she come there and threw the money down. [Elizabeth City,
N. Car., (438), 391:5+].
9931. Like for instance, you would take a bullfrog, leave him dry, pound
that up to a powder, giving it to the individual.
(I see.)
GIVE BULLFROG ASHES TO VICTIM After giving it to the individual, crossing two
CROSS 2 NAILS UNDER HIS STEPS nails under their step where they go in and from.
And their bowels will lock. [The crossed nails
and sacrificed-bullfrog ashes under the steps indicate serious trouble here.
Since bullfrog ashes are not so common as those of ordinary frogs, I suggest that
the victim here will die a horrible death, croaking like a bullfrog!] [New Or-
leans, La., (879), 1446:1.]
9932. Well, it's 'cordin' tuh whut dey put down fo' yuh tuh walk ovah. Well,
dey kin put diff'ren' things down fo' yuh tuh walk ovah. Well, jis' fo' instant
[instance] say yuh kin take frogs
TO MAKE PERSON HOP AWAY OR MOVE - KILL FROG de way dey hops. Well, dey takes
DRY IN SUN - POWDER UP - SPRINKLE ON HIS PATH dat frog. It's how dey fix de
stuff. Yuh see dey takes dat
frog an' kills 'em an' dey lay dat frog in de sun an' let 'im dry up, yuh see -
jis' dry up dry. An' dey powdahs dat up yuh see. When dey powdahs dat up, dey
put dat down dere fo' yuh tuh walk ovah, yuh see. Or else dey take it an' throw
it in yore room some place an' yuh walk ovah dat, why dat supposed tuh make yuh
move, yuh see. Dat'll move yuh, run yuh away, yuh see. [Memphis, Tenn., (1549),
2813:9.]
9933. Yo' kin take a person's stockin's an' take de same thing, toadfrog
dust an' bury it in de root of a tree, a young tree while it's yet growin', an'
in a few yeahs dey'll pass away. Dey daid.
TOADFROG DUST IN SOCKS BURIED (You mean you put this frog dust in this
IN ROOT OF YOUNG TREE stocking?)
KILLS OWNER OF SOCKS AS TREE GROWS No, yo' take de same dust an' wrap it up in
de socks an' pick yo' a good little place
in de root of de tree, whah de root growin' whah it's goin'a covah it up. Well,
fin'ly dat root covah it up an' smothah it so it cain't git no air, yore gone.
[New Orleans, La., (1569), 2882:3.]
LEFT EYE OF FROG - MILK SQUEEZED FROM 9934. Ah'd get me a frog an' ah'd
BOTTLED - KEPT AT STEPS - KEEPS LAW AWAY squeeze de left eye, squeeze de milk
out of it...ah'd put it in a bottle
an' put it right by mah steps an' de law can't come in mah house. [Charleston,
S. Car., (?), 653:1.]
9935. Git de toadfrog. Yo' take him an' kill 'im an' aftah yo' kill 'im,
plug 'is eyes out an' leave it dry an' makin' a powdah wit it. Yo' throw dat
in de person's stockin's or
KILL A TOADFROG - REMOVE EYES - DRY AND POWDER in dey undahweah or anywheah
IN VICTIM'S CLOTHES CAUSES SORES - M.D. USELESS [in clothing] an' in a length
of time it'll go in de po's
[pores] dat-a-way, an' it'll create one de baddest so [sores] an' ah don' care
whut de phi-si-ci-an will give yo', he ain't goin' tuh stop it. It'll become
tuh be kinda lak a cancah.
(Just a bad sore?)
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Yes. [New Orleans, La., (1560), 2856:1.]
9936. Lak a frog or a fish dat dries. It must be dried intuh a dust. De
frog killed an' let it go tuh a dust an' kin put dat intuh people an' it be a
frog. Give it tuh 'em in
dey food or drink.
FROG DUST IN FOOD OR DRINK CREATES FROG IN PERSON (Is there any way of getting
those out?)
Well, ah don't know. [New
Orleans, La., (1568),

2880:10.])
ENEMY GIVEN TOADFROG ASHES IN WATER WILL WITHIN 9937. Yo' kin take a toad-
A FEW DAYS COUGH UP OR SPIT OUT YOUNG TOADFROGS frog, an' in takin' dat toad-

frog, yo' kin bake de toady-
frog an' take his ashes. An'
yo' kin rub lak yo' rub yore han' on a piece of papah, rub it right lak dis [dem-
onstrates], an' yo' kin drop dose ashes in watah. See. If dey have enemies, dey
give 'em dat. Give 'em tuh de person dat dey wanta give 'em tuh, yo' know, an'
dey drink 'em. Well, perhaps in a few days dey'll be coughin' up toadfrogs,
spittin' out toadfrogs. [Wilson, N. Car., (1475), 2554:9.]
9938. Well, yo' take a frog an' if yo' wanta jes' kill somebody an' don'
wanta, yo' know, jes' kill 'em right now, yo' ketch a frog an' put it in de cook-
stove an' bake him real hard.
TO KILL A PERSON GRADUALLY - PUT FROG POWDER IN An' when he gits cool enough,
4 CORNERS OF HIS BEDROOM - SPRINKLE IN HIS FOOD yo' take de frog out an' jes'
THIS GROWS LIVE FROGS IN VICTIM AND KILLS HIM mash it intuh a powdah. An' de
person [to be killed], whatevah
room de person sleep in, yo' put it in each fo' cornahs. An' each time dey eat,
yo' sprinkle jes' a pinch in dey food. If it's a well, hearty person, dey'll
jes' git tuh de place where dey won't have a appetite, an' dey'll grad'ly [grad-
uwally], de appetite grad'ly will grow po'ah [poorer] yo' know, an' dey'll die -
jes' pine away. If it's a sick person, why dey already sick an' it don' take
dem long tuh die. An' dis frog [dust], if dey eat much of it, will grow a live
frog in 'em. Dey [frogs] will move all about in dey body but it will kill 'em.
[Fayetteville, N. Car., (1390), 2492:4.]
9939, Take a toadfrog. Ketch 'im 'live an' git chew a hot pot. Put dat
toadfrog in dere an' fry 'im up an' let 'im go tuh a dust. Take dat toadfrog
an' he go tuh a dust. An'
IN A HOT POT REDUCE A TOADFROG TO DUST - ADD yo' take an' git chew de best
WHISKEY - STRAIN - DRINK - YOU SWELL UP AND DIE of whiskey, an' put dat toad-
frog in dere an' yo' strain
dat. Yo' strain it an' den yo' come along an' ah'll drink it. When yo' drink,
jis' lak de toadfrog swell up, yo' swell up an' yo' die. [Algiers, La., (1593),
2999:15.]
9940. Dey take de frog an' parch it up - kill it an' parch it. Save some of
de blood an' den yo' parch de frog an' grind it up, an' put dat blood back in it
an' put it in watah [to
QB INE FROG BLOOD AND POWDER WITH SULPHUR AND drink] or put it in yore
ERDMSTONE - PUT IN PERSON'S FOOD OR DRINK TO KILL food. But dey have sulphuh
in it - sulphuh an' brim-
stone in dis frog wit de blood. An' dey put it in yuh food or in yuh water [you
drink] or somepin othah, or whiskey or somepin, an' give it tuh yuh an' dat would
kill yuh.
(What would that stuff do when it got inside of you?)
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It would eat on yuh intestines an' eat all de linin' out chore stahmuck an'
yuh intestines, an' kill yuh. [Brumnswick, Ga., (1209), 2043:4.]
9941. Ketch a toadfrog an' yo' take her right fg'foot an' yo' scratch it
on a piece of thread, cotton, not yarn thread. Yo' put five knots in it. Yo'
scratch de foot enough tuh make it bleed, an' yo' tie her foot. Dat's de way yo'
make a person leave, if yo'
SCRATCH WITH A COTTON THREAD - NOT YARN - RIGHT don' want 'em tuh stay. Dat's

FOOT OF TOADFROG UNTIL IT BLEEDS - WET THREAD de second way yo' make 'em,

3 TIMES IN BLOOD - TIE 5 KNOTS IN THREAD AND see. An' when yo' tie 'er foot,
WHILE TYING THEM TO FROG'S FOOT CALL VICTIM'S whatevah her name is, "Anna!
NAME AVNA 4 TIMES SAYING YO' GO! AT EACH Anna! Anna! Anna!" Call 'er
NAME THRUST YOUR HAND AWAY FROM YOU - THEN fo' times, say, "Yo' go!" When
PUT FROG DOWN - AS FROG HOPS AWAY SO WILL WOMAN yo' name 'er an' tell 'er tuh
BUT AFTER YOU SET FROG DOWN NEVER LOOK BACK go, yo' send yore han' out dat

way an' put 'er [frog] down.
Tie dat foot tight. An' yo'll nevah see de woman no mo', if it's a woman. An'
if it's a man, yo'll nevah see 'im no mo'. An' yo'll nevah see de frog no mo'
But chew tie dat cotton thread dat she bleed on. She'll keep a-hoppin', jes'
lak yo' jes' tie it, she'll hop.

[When you call Anna four times, each time sending yore han' out dat way, you
are sending her to the four cormers of the earth, a common expression in hoodoo
from the Biblical Book of Revelation, 7:1.]

(You scratch this frog's leg until it bleeds. Then you tie a string around
that leg?)

Yo' wet dat string three times wit de blood dat come from de foot.

(What do you do with that string then?)

Tie it to dat laig, on her laig, whatevah de name is. Turn her a-loose. An'
when yo' start away, yo' don't wanta look back tuh see which way she goes. (The
woman that was in here is supposed to be pretty good, but she's been ill and she
couldn't get things together. I don't know whether she knows anything very much
or not.) [Memphis, Tenn., (1540), 2786:4.]

9942, (Well, suppose the woman is stopping the man?)

Well, she git a live toadfrog, an' git some of dis heah Blue Seal vaseline
an' grease him, grease dis frog wit dis vaseline. Grease him [frog] good an'

yo' [he] come in dat night an' she say,
TO KEEP MAN FROM RUNNING ROUND "Baby, let's go tuh bed." She'll grease
WOMAN GREASES TOADFROG AND WEARS him [frog], he's yet 'live, an' wrap 'im
ON BELLY WHEN SHE AND MAN TOGETHER wup in a nice towel or anything - jes' dis
rag she carryin' tuh bed wit 'er. An'
she'd lay him [frog] cross 'er breast twix' yo' [the man] an' 'er, an' yo' [the
man] git on 'er an' have her. Yo' won' run roun' no mo'. Grease him [frog] wit
jis' cheap vaseline, jis' dat ole Blue Seal vaseline - grease de frog good wit
it. He [frog] goin' lay quiet when yo' [she] grease him an' lay dat cross 'er
belly. [That last word 'belly" is an insignificant change from informant's pre-
ceding ''breast'" as the resting place for the woman's wiping rag with it's greased
frog. Just as the grease - assisted by the confining cloth - keeps the frog from
hopping, so it will prevent the man from hopping among other women.] [This is a
sexual impotence rite. Seven similar rites using a frog for this purpose are:
Nos.3198-3203A, pp.2360-2362, vol.3.] [New Orleans, La., (1569), 2882:5.]

9943. Yo' got a enemy an' yo' don't want 'em an' [or] yo' jis' lak a man
come in an' take yuh wife. Now, it's two ways tuh do it. Yo' ketch a toadfrog
dat hops an' yo' take a brass pin an' scratch 'er left laig. An' yo' git a raw
[not spun or twisted] thread. Tie yuh 9 knots in it. Scratch de left laig an'
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ketch 9 drops of blood, see. All right, yo' tie it [thread with blood] on de
hind right laig an' yo' meet de

TIE 9 KNOTS IN A RAWYW THREAD AND SCRATCH sun before it rises in de mawnin'
LEFT LEG OF TOADFROG - CATCH 9 DROPS OF BLOOD [you do this before sunrise]. An'
TIE IT ON RIGHT HIND LEG OF SAME TOADFROG make a wish, call dis person's
BEFORE SUNRISE — WISH - CALL PERSON'S NAME name an' turn yer haid toward de
TURNING HEAD TO RIVER - TELL VICTIM TO GO rivah [the Mississippi] an' tell
CALL 3 TIMES: MARY GO! MARY GO! MARY GO! 'uh [her] tuh go. Call it three

THE WAY TURNED-LOOSE FROG GOES - SHE WILL GO times jis' lak it's Mary, say:
Mary go! Mary go! Mary go!
Well, de way dat frog go [after you turn him loose] dat's de way whoevah it is
will go. [Memphis, Tenn., (967), 1562:9.]
9944, Now, say if yo' should go wit anothah woman - anothah man wife - an'
dat man [husband] fix somepin an' put it tuh de fo'k of de road. An' den he
[this husband after other
MAN AFTER ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE MEETS AT CROSSROADS man's wife] started out dere
IN THE DARK - BIG-EYED FROG WIELDING 2 STICKS at night. He said de thing
look lak it wus a frog. Yo'
know, dese frog dat got big eyes. An' [he] said dat he had two sticks an' he
whipped 'im [almost] tuh death. An' when he come home mah mothah got up dat
mavnin'. [She did not get up as a rule when he came home late.] He wus layin'
on de po'ch jes' as drunk as he could be. [He] said he didn't know whut wus in
'im, but it wus somepin look lak a frog had two sticks. An' he [frog with two
sticks] whipped him [man who came home late] to death. But he [man] didn't 1live
[Frog] killed 'im. [Informant thinks the frog was cunjured up by deceived hus-
band or rootman employed by him, but a better theory would be Doctor Alcohol
produced frog with two sticks.] [Brunswick, Ga., (1215), 2061:12.]
9945. You can take the shoe and you can bury it at the step, but before you
bury it you put some parsley in it. And get one of these here bullfrogs - these
toadfrogs - and bury that at
IF WOMAN PUTS PARSLEY AND LIVE TOADFROG IN MAN'S  your step, an' she'll have
SHDE - BURIES UNDER STEPS - HE WILL BE UNDER HER that man under her all his
days. You put the frog in
there too with the parsley, in the shoe and bury that shoe, and she would have
him under her all the time. [New Orleans, La., (85a), 1366:7.]
9946. Dat's tuh bring a man back
CUT TOADFROG IN HALF - BURY - BRINGS MAN HOME home. Well, dey takes 'im an'
cuts 'im half in two - dat's de
taadfrog - cuts 'im half in two an' buries 'im around de house. Dat is supposed
tub bring de man back home. Jes' one toadfrog. [Memphis, Tenn., (1521),
2713:15.]
HEE TOOK STRAND OF GIRL'S HAIR TO DOCTOR McKINNA 9947. About dis toadf?og,
WD TIE IT TO LEG OF FROG PUT ON SHINGLE IN RIVER ah been heahin' about dat.
AS FROG HOPPED OFF SHINGLE SO GIRL HOPPED TOWARD Ah been heahin' 'bout a man
IEFORMAN OR AWAY FROM HIM DEPENDING ON INTENTION dat stayed at Clinton [North
Carolina] dat did dis. So
ah vent tuh see 'im. Well, he tells me tuh bring 'im some de girl's h3ah [hair].
Eell, he takes dis girl's haah an' ties it roun' a frog's laig, an' he take 'im a
ole junipah shingle.
(Just an ordinary shingle made from juniper?)
Yessuh. Yo' know hit won't sink. An' he carries it tuh de rivah an' throws
4z in runnin' watah.
($hat does he throw in?)
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He takes dis frog an' put 'im on dis shingle an' throw [lays] hit in runnin'
watah, an' as dis frog leaves heah an' it goes down ([the river], an' as dis frog
leaves heah an' it hop ag'in, dis woman would hop - walk jis' lak dis frog hop.
Dat's true fo' ah see it mahself.

(He just put this frog on the shingle and put the shingle in the water, in the
backwater; and as this frog hops out of that water [I mean] off that shingle and
gets on land again, [so will the woman hop away]. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1440),

2609:3.]
WOMAN STEWS TOADFROG - PUTS IN MAN'S FOOD FOR LOVE 9948. Dey take dat ole toad-
frog an' stew 'im up, take
'im an' stew 'im up. An' yo' know de people dat is dirty. Dey take dat ole toad-
frog an' stew 'im up an' put 'im intuh sompin tuh eat, what chew eat, but chew
won't know anything about it. Ah have had 'em do dat tuh me, yes sir.

Dey take dat ole toadfrog, yo' know, an' skin 'im an' dry 'im, an' mix it
wit somepin tuh eat what dey cooks. Ah reckon dey done me dat way. An' yo'
know when dey stew 'em - it lak stew, jes' lak dat - yo' take a ole bullfrog,
ole long bullfrog, yo' know, an' skin 'im. He looks lak a chicken [after he is
skinned]. Well, dey take de ole othah toadfrog an' stew 'im up. Cook 'im right
along wit somepin tuh eat. An' yo'll take it all right. Yo' go dere an' eat at
night. Den when yo' come in dat nex' day look lak yo' gonna jes' go fer 'er an'
eat 'er up - jes' lak yo' wanta eat 'er up. Make yo' crazy about 'er. [Jackson-

ville, Fla., (605), 784:9.]
A TOADFROG AND BLACKSNAKE SHED KEEPS 9949. An' yo' kin take a toadfrog an' a
WIFE HOME AND AWAY FROM OTHER MEN snake shed. Undahstand, git a blacksnake
shed an' a toadfrog, an' put it in yuh
house. Dat'll make yuh wife stay at home. She won't bothah wit nobody else.
But yo' have tuh keep it in yuh house. [Mobile, Ala., (667), 881:5.]
9950. Well, ah've heard about their using a toadyfrog to hurt chew. Or it
be a matter if a person is gone away and you want them to come back. You'll
get a frog and you write their
WRITE HIS NAME 9 TIMES - CLOSE PAPER IN FROG'S name nine times on a piece of
MOUTH - KEEP FROG 9 DAYS - RELEASE - MAN RETURNS paper. And open the frog's
mouth and you put this paper
in the frog and you close it up. And let the frog stay for nine days and the
person will return. [Savannah, Ga., (539), 660:9.]

9951. Git a toadfrog an'
TO SLEEP ON TOADFROG 9 DAYS MAKES PERSON PEACEFUL sleep on it fo' nine days.

If they [some person is] hard
tuh git along with, that'll make 'em come in the house an' be peaceful. [Memphis,
Tenn., (959), 1542:10.]

9952. Yo' kin take a green frog. Yo' know, when a green frog git on a leaf,
yo' kin take him an' ketch 'im an' put 'im in yuh pocket. But yo' git chew a
bran'-new silk han'ke'ch'ef
CATCH A GREEN FROG - WRAP IN NEW SILK HANDKERCHIEF an' yo' put - yo' wrap 'im
WEAR SEVERAL DAYS - SWISH IN FACE OF GIRL WANTED up in dat silk han'ke'ch'ef,
an' put 'im intuh yuh pock-
et. An' weah dat han'ke'ch'ef lak dat a couple of days, wit dat green frog in
it. Jis' lak a girl don' want chew, don' lak yuh or somepin, an' yo' wanta make
her lak yuh. An' yo' take 'im out of dere an' take de han'ke'ch'ef an' yo' whip
it on 'er jis' lak dat. She go wild about chew.
(You whip her with the handkerchief?)
Yes, jis' fan it on 'er, yo' know.
(Just fan it on her?)
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Yes, an' she git wild about chew. Dat green frog.

(What does the frog do to that handkerchief?)

Ah don't know what he do, but he makes love - make her love yuh. [New Orleans,
La., (859), 1367:10.]

9953. (Will you talk louder?)

See, scrape de bottom of yuh foot.

(Yes?)

Git dat dirt out from under de track dere, see, an' put it in a bag, yo' un-
dahstan'. Sew it up, yo' see. An', so ah'm told, git a toadfrog. Sew 'im up

in dere wit dat bag. Dat

FOOT SCRAPINGS AND FOOT TRACK IN BAG WITH TOADFROG 1is what dey call a hoodoo

THIS IS A HOODOO BAG - WEAR OR KEEP IN CORNER bag. See, dat's got chew
MAKES YOU MINDLESS - ALWAYS RUNNING - RESTLESS hoodooed den. Dey'll take
OR ALSO KEEPING-HOME BAG - DEPENDING ON OPERATOR dat, take dat an' tote it.

Yo' undahstan'. An' takes
it an' yo' weahs it dere in yuh house, put it some place in yuh cornah, an'
dat'll bring about dat, yo' see.

(Well, what will that do to me, if they put that in the cornmer of my house?)
Well, dat'll cuz yuh - yo' can't stay at home. Yo' go mindless, yo' undah-
stan'. Prob'bly set chew crazy or somepin lak dat. Yo' ain't at yuhself.
Always runnin'. Can't stan' still.
(How many foot tracks of mine would they take up, I wonder?)
They wouldn't want but one.
(One?)
One.
(Would they take the right one or the left? Either one?)
Either one. [Vicksburg, Miss., (736), 1007:1.]
9954. Dey could take a frog an' put 'im in a box an' git nine goldeye needles
an' bur' [bury) 'em am [around] a chimley or some place lak dat. An' go dere
evah mawnin' about nine o'-
BURY FROG IN BOX NEAR OUTSIDE CHIMNEY clock, an' fuh nine mawnin's.
9 MORNINGS GO THERE AND CROSS NEEDLES UNTIL 9 Yo' bur' de box, dem stick de
ALSO WHILE THERE PRAY FOR INTENDED PERSON TO DIE needles up on top, an' let it
be crossed up; stick de nee-
dles [crossing one another] all aroun' on top of it [box]. Yuh go dere nine
mavnin's an' pray fuh de person tuh die. [In country districts years ago around
the chimmey was sometimes the toilet and a convenient place to hoodoo a person by
buried object. For a remarkable example of this see , the woman haunted by a
buzzard.] [Wilmington, N. Car., (?), 255:3.]
FROG BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP 9955. They kin take the forg an' bury it undah
MAKES PERSON WITHIN UNLUCKY yore do'step. Bury it undah there an' cause yo'
tuh have hard luck. [Wilson, N. Car., (1454),
2642-2644:19.]

CQHEW JOHN DE CONKAH AND 9956. To get a job, chew John de Conkah root
CARRY LIVE FROG FOR JOB while talking to the boss and carry a live frog
in your pocket. [Richmond, Va., (?), 318:9.]
DRY FROG AND 9957. Dry a frog and hang it over your door to
HANG OVER DOOR FOR MONEY draw in money. [Memphis, Tenn., my summary of

rite from an excellent hoodoo woman (960), whose
cylinders were missed by my transcriber, 1548:4.]
9958. Ah hear'd dat yo' take a frog fo' gamblin'. Anyhow, yo' take dat frog
an' throw 'im down, an' yo' be - make yo' lucky, have all de money in de house.
(You turn that frog loose where you are gambling?)
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Yes, right undahneat' dat table where yo' gamblin' at. [Brunswick, Ga.,
(1239), 2139:9.]
9959, Yo' take fo' an instant [instance] a gamblah is gonna go out fo' a
big game tuhnight or today, an' 'is luck is bad. He goes out an' he finds 'im
a frog. He takes dat frog
TO CHANGE GAMBLING LUCK FROM BAD TO GOOD an' he holds 'im in 'is hand
FROG HELD TO EAR WILL SAY: QUANK! QUANK! QUANK! tuh 'is eah [ear] an' dat frog
will - yo' know dey don' holler
lak no othah 1i'l' creatures on earth. Dey say, "Quank, quank, quank." An'
dat'll change yore luck. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1016), 1646:1.]
9960. If a man - er a wumman - is gamblin' an' ef yo' kin slip a frog up
undah de chair [of the victim] some place. Sprinkle some salt on 'is [frog]
haid, put 'im in a can, shet
SPRINKLE SALT ON HEAD OF FROG - SHUT UP IN CAN de can up - but chew gotta
PLACE UNDER GAMBLER'S CHAIR TO MAKE HIM LOOSE sprinkle dat salt on dere fo'
it tuh take effect. Slip dat
can undah mah seat [informant changes from third to first person] den ah'm gonna
lose. [Waycross, Ga., (1116, root doctor and woman, good), 1793:2.]
9961. (You take an ordinary
STOP UP TOADFROG IN BOTTLE UNTIL HE DIES AND DRIES toadfrog?)
SEW POWDER UP IN CLOTH - KEEP IN POCKET TO WIN A ordinary toadfrog. Don't
kill 'im. Stop 'im up in a
bottle an' let 'im die. He'll dry up in dere, an' den yo' kin jis' crumple it
up. Put it in a piece, sew it up in a piece [of cloth] an' put it in yuh pocket.
Yo' boun' tuh win. Ah knows dat. [Memphis, Tenn., (1550), 2818:8.]
9962, Put little rain frogs in a bag of new yellow cloth or new homespun,
make a double bag [from double or folded cloth], make wishes, wear for money and
success. [The meaning of
RAIN FROG - IN NEW HOMESPUN SACK DOUBLED - WISHES rain frog probably varied in
different parts of the coun-
try, but in my part: "To hear a rain frog (tree frog or tree toad) calling is
the sign of rain within three days." (FOLXLORE FROM ADAMS COUNTY ILLINOIS, 1lst
ed., p.10, No.259.) This tree toad is said to be trilling (calling with trills)
for a rain (2nd ed., p.20, Nos.525-526)]. [Elizabeth City, N. Car., (?), 406:1.]
9963. Kill a frog while he's hot. Take a frog while he's hot an' kill 'im
an' split him open while he's hot. An' take an' rub yore han's on 'im an' rub
down yore han's lak dat. An'
SPLIT LIVE FROG — RUB ON HANDS - GAMBLING LUCK yo' go out tuh any card game
yo' wanta an' yo' be successful.
Git chew a live frog an' split him back open, an' rub yore han's on 'im down
dere. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1419a), 2551:14.]
9964. Take a toadyfrog an' yo' split 'im open, see, an' jis' tote him aroun'
in yore pocket, an' yo' kin have all de luck yo' want.
(In gambling.) [Brunswick,
SPLIT-OPEN TOADYFROG IN POCKET IS GAMBLING LUCK Ga., (1211), 2048:9.]
9965. Take a toadfrog an'
IF YOU KEEP A SKINNED TOADFROG IN YOUR POCKET skin 'im an' put 'im in yore
NO ONE CAN HARM YOU AND YOU WIN AT ALL GAMES pocket, an' nobody cain't
hahm [harm] yo' no way. An'
yo' [also] kin go all ovah in games, play games, an' yo' win. [Wilson, N. Car.,
(1471), 2652:25.]
9966. Ah hear'd dat if - jis' lak if a man wants tuh be a swift gamblah, an'
he wanted tuh be lucky in 'is gamblin', dat he'd ketch a toadfrog an' he'd cut
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'is hin' quartah off - 'is left [hind] quartah - an' put it in 'is pocket. De
longah yo' tote dis heah hin' quartah, dey say yo'd be lucky in gamblin'. An'
den 2f yo' evah lose yore
TUH BE A SWIFT GAMBLAH - CUT OFF LEFT HIND QUARTAH luck, why yo'd lose yore
OF LIVING FROG - CARRY IN POCKET - BUT love. [The preceding folk-
IP YO' EVAH LOSE YORE LUCK WHY YO'D LOSE YORE LOVE lore or hoodoo penalty was
and still is new to me,
which may be the reason why I failed to ask an obvious question. What do you
mean by love? Would you lose your lover or sexual potency? Could these final
words be a proverbial saying?] [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1391), 2496:11.]
9967. Yo' kin take a frog an' put 'im in yuh pocket alive an' yo' kin go tuh
a skin game an' yo' kin win all night long. Yo' kin keep dat frog, put 'im in
a papah sack an' keep 'im till he dies, continue tuh keep 'im, an' yo' kin make
any woman in de world do jes'
LIVE FROG IN A PAPER BAG IS LUCKY FOR SKIN GAME lak yo' wan' 'em.
AFTER HE DIES IN BAG - POWDER HIM FOR LOVE (How do you do that?)

Wal, yo' jes' keep dat frog -
yo' see, yo' ketch 'im when he's live an' yo' gamble by 'im. An' den, if yo'
keep 'im until he dies an' jes' put yuh hand on dat - he'll dry up tuh a powdah.
HBe ain't nuthin but a powdah. Ah know yo've seen 'em layin' out in de road some-
wheres daid. An' yo' kin jes' put yuh hand on 'em an' jes' lay it [hand] up on a
woman, on 'er haid or face, anywhere, an' yo' can't run away from 'er. She'll do
anythin' in de world dat yo' say. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1009), 1634:5.]

9968. Heard dat yo' could git
DRY TOADFROG - POWDER IT - BOTTLE FOR GAMBLING a toadfrog an' stop 'im up till
he's dry an' mash 'im up; yo'
know, parch 'im an' git de dust an' carry it in a bottle. Yo' know, jes' put it
in a bottle an' stop it up an' tote it in yore pocket. Well, ah've heard dat
but nevah have tried dat.
(Do you use it in any way at all on you? This is for gambling, this toad
dust. Do you sprinkle that on yourself too?)
No, sir, jis' carry it [bottle] in yore pocket. [Waycross, Ga., (1067),
1726:2.]
9969. Yo' take a frog and dry him. You take a frog and wrap him up and let
him die himself. Don't you kill him. Well, when he gets dry, you tote that in
your pocket. You can take that and

WRAP UP FROG - LET HIM DIE HIMSELF you can do anything you want with
DON'T YOU KILL HIM - AFTER HE DRIES that frog. Just like if you a dice
KEEP IN POCKET DURING GAMES AND TOUCH shooter, or anything I like that, you

REFORE BETTING AT CARDS OR SHOOTING DICE rub that [dried frog]. Jis' put it

in your pocket and take and put your
hand on that [frog] and go to work and shoot dice. Be lucky. Jes' like if you
had one game, and if you don't have success with that, turn your back on that
gxme. And select you a card place, if you play cards, and you'll lose ocme or
two games and you know that you ought to win, turn your back on that game.

(How do you mean turn your back on it?)

What I mean, walk away from that game and go to the next game.

(I see, if you have this frog in your pocket.) [New Orleans, La., (831),
1231:1.]

9970. Well, yo' kin take a frog, jes' a or'mary frog whut jump 'round de
bouse, see. Yo' take dat frog alive an' yo' kin put 'im in a containah or jah
or anythin' an' yo' kin jis' take alcohol, any kind of rubbin' [lotion] or any-
thing [and fill bottle] an' let 'im stay in dere till he petrify. Well, yo' kin
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take dat frog an' put 'im in yore pocket an' yo' kin weah him in dere an' yo'll
always be lucky.
BOTTLE LIVE FROG WITH ALCOHOL OR RUBBING LOTION (With what in particular?)
CARRY IN POCKET FOR JOB OR PEACE WITH PEOPLE In keepin' a job an' stayin'
in peace wit people an' havin'-
yo' know, jes' socialize wit 'em. [Waycross, Ga., (1076), 1743:5.]
9971. 1If yo' git de laid of a
frog an' weah it in yore pock-
WEAR LEG OF FROG IN POCKET FOR ANY KIND OF LUCK et, dey say yo'll always be a
lucky person.
(That's lucky for anything?)
Yes. [Fayetteville, N. Car.,
(1426), 2572:18.]
TIE LIVE FROG IN POCKET OR ON WRIST FOR GAMBLING 9972, 1If yo' gamblin' an' yo'
in bad luck, yo' go 'head an'
git chew a frog an' tie 'im
up, or tie him roun' yuh wrist, or in yuh pocket some place, an' dat'll also
increase yuh luck.

(Kill him first?)

Don't kill 'im at all. Jis' keep 'im dere an' if he don't do no good, let 'im
loose; but it have been said dat's a good remedy [for gambling]. [St. Petersburg,
Fla., (983), 1591:4.]

9973. Keep frog in pocket, lucky in gambling. [Mobile, Ala., (?), 951:2.]

9974. Dey take dat frog an' put it in a piece of paper an' put it in a back
pocket, an' if yo' should go out gamblin', every time dat frog jump in your

pocket, you bet or throw dice, why yo'll

FROG IN PIECE OF PAPER - BACK POCKET win. [Charleston, S. Car., (?), 606:3.]

9975. Fo' luck in gamblin', why yo' kin

TOADFROG SEWED UP IN CLOTH SACK ' take a toadfrog an' sew 'im up in a sack
an' put 'im in yore inside pocket some-

where an' dat'll make yo' lucky in gamblin'. [Memphis, Tenn., (1544), 2694:8.]

9976. Git a frog if yo' wanta be successful in gamblin'. Ah have did dat.

Git a frog an' put 'im in yuh pocket. Wrap 'im up in a papah sack an' put in
yuh pocket. An' jis' about evah
GAMBLER'S JUMPING FROG CARRIED IN PAPER SACK time yo' know, yo' be on de turn
or somepin lak dat, he would jump.
An' if yo' pay 'tenshun dat frog when he jump, why den yo' would nevah bet nuthin
tuh lose. Yo' would always bet on de right horse. He wouldn't jump only when
it's time fo' yo' tuh win. [The words right horse are merely an expression here.
I never heard of a jumping frog used at a race track, the time lapse between
jump and bet being too great.] [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1001), 1617:13.]

9977. Git a toadfrog when he's young an' take 'im an' put 'im in yore pocket

'live. Evah time dat frog jumps, yo's lucky. When dat frog start tuh hollahin' -
see, he goin' start tuh hol-

AFTER LIVE TOADFROG IN YOUR POCKET BEGINS TO JUMP lahin', dere ain't nobody
AND HOLLER - OTHER GAMBLING HANDS ARE POWERLESS goin' beat chure [gambling]
han' in gamblin'. Evah time
when dat frog go tuh jumpin' an' hollahin', well dere ain't nobody goin' ketch a
gamblin' hand. Dat all yo' want. [As soon as your hand begins to work by jump-
ing and hollering, all other hands in the game are powerless. Imagine a game
during which all toadfrogs hollered at once!] [St. Petersburg, Fla., (999),
1616:9.]

9978. Hear dem use it fo' nuthin but luck. Yo' kin take a frog an' carry 'im
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to a game an' put 'im in yore pocket, chew know, an' go dere an' jes' bet jes'
as much as yo' wanta. Long as dat frog kick in yo' pocket, yo' win evahthin'
yo'self. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1007), 1628:10.]
9979. Ah know dey said dis about a skin game. If a man love tuh skin an'
he goin' tuh a skin game, he'd walk along an' he'd pick up 'im a toadyfrog an'
put it in a papah bag.  An'
IF TOADYFROG IN YOUR POCKET KICKS - TIME TO BET he'd walk intuh de skin game.
If dis frog doesn't move, he
gon'a lose ev'ry penny he has. An' if dis frog move - if dis frog kick - he jis'
as well put 'is money on de table 'cuz he goin' tuh win. [Florence, S. Car.,
(1322), 2266:7.]
9980. Jis' lak a fellah's gamblin' an' wan'a han' tuh gamble an' lak dat, he
kin take - he wants tuh win in gamblin' - take a frog, one dem small green frogs,
an' put 'im in 'is pocket. Put
PUT SMALL GREEN FROG IN PAPER BAG IN POCKET 'im in a papah sack an' put 'im in
EDB HAND OVER FROG 3 TIMES BEFORE GAMBLING 'is pocket. Rub 'is han' ovah 'im
about three time an' den put 'im
in dat papah bag. An' put 'im in 'is pocket an' go on tuh de game an' break de
game. [Savannah, Ga., (1260), 2190:10.]
9981. If yo' wanta be a gamblah an' win good, yo' git chew a frog am' put it
in yore pocket, an' put a little table salt in it [pocket]. See, if dis heah are
de gamblin' hall, yo' know, yo'
TO WIN WHEN GAMBLING - KEEP LIVE FROG IN POCKET walks in, an' if yo' wanta beat
POUT IN A LITTLE SALT TOO - ON FROG - YOU LUCKY in de game, yo' jis' walk on in
wit both hands in yore pockets
jis' lak dis [demonstrates]. Stan' aroun' a little bit. Aftah vhile maybe yo'
might be holdin' de cards or whutsomevah de game dey playin', yo' kmow, an'
yo'll win evahthin' in dat house. But dat frog gotta be live.
(Do you put this salt on the frog?)
Yes.
(Right on the frog?)
Right on de frog. Keep 'im live in yore pocket. [St. Petersburg, Fla.,
(1024), 1657:9.]
9982, (What sort of toadfrog? What sort of frog do you take?)
Jis' or'nary frog. Yo' take him an' yo' kill 'im an' yo' jis' salt 'im downm.
Ah 'magine yo' gits a five-cent box of salt. Jis' take an' scattah dat salt,
jis' wad 'im ovah wit it tuh
KILL FROG AND CURE WITH BOX OF NEW SALT - WHILE de time yo' think yo' got all
GAMBLING KEEP FROG AND SALT IN SEPARATE POCKETS dat salted down. An' yo' put
EACH TIME YOU WIN - TRANSFER SALT TO FROG POCKET 'im in one pocket an' yo' put
de salt yo' didn't give tuh
"im in de othah pocket. An' if yo' go in a room roun' anywhere dey gamblin',
jis' take dat salt, an' if yo' lucky an' got money, take dat same salt an' put it
ovah 'im lak dat [demonstrates] an' dat'll give yo' luck. But chew have tuh
haxve salt in yore pocket. [Wilson, N. Car., (1510), 2678:5.]
9983. Now, ah have tried a lotta things in gamblin' an' ah made two pretty
good success of it [two successful periods in life]. Now, if a man is a gamblah
an' he goin' tuh a good game tuhnight,
WRAP UP LIVE TOADFROG IN HANDKERCHIEF he might go out in de country dis evenin'
KEEP IN MONEY POCKET WHEN BETTING befo' he go tuh dat game. An' jis' about
dahk [dark] - yo' know dese 1li'l ole toad-
frog dey always come out, yo' know, jumpin' round. An' if yo' git holt of ome
dewm toadfrogs, yo'll wrap it up in yuh han'ke'ch'ef good an' put it in yuh pocket.
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An' all de money yo' wanta bet on in dat game, yo' bet it out dat same pocket yo'

got dat frog in, an' nobody couldn't ketch yo' twixt heah an' Tampa [Florida].
[Sumter, S. Car., (1359),
2392:1.]

LIVE TOAD IN SACK - IN POCKET - BET WHEN HE PEES 9984. Yo' kin get yo' a live
toadfrog an' put 'im in a sack
in your pocket, an' jes' keep

'im dere till he pees. They say that's luck in gambling. [Vicksburg, Miss.,
(?), 1014:2.]

CARRY LIVE FROG IN POCKET 9 DAYS BEFORE GAMBLING 9985, Ketch a frog an' tote
'im round in yore pocket an'

feed 'im offa flies. Keep 'im in yuh pocket fo' 'bout nine days an' tote 'im

roun', an' dat's good fo' gamblin'. Anybody dat likes tuh dey carry frogs.

[Memphis, Tenn., (1524), 2722:11.]

9986. If a fellah wants tuh be lucky an' go tuh a place where dere's plenty

of money at, an' he wants de othah fellah tuh fall, he go out an' kill 'im a

toadfrog, an'he dries dat frog

KILL TOADFROG AND CHIMNEY BAT - DRY BOTH up. Den he go up, if he got a
KEEP FIRST IN POCKET WITH PAIR OF DICE - SECOND chimley, an' git one dese bats
IN OPPOSITE POCKET WITH PAIR OF DICE - SHOOT dat flies roun' de chimley -

OWN DICE - EACH ANIMAL IS A GAMBLING HAND chimley bats. [Does informant

mean chimney swallow?] Gits
one of 'em. Den he'll dry it, an' he'll put dat frog an' dat bat in each one of
'is pockets. He's got a pair of dice in dere. [What informant means by preceding
expression will be learned later.] Take dem dice out an' rub 'em in han' dat-a-
way [demonstrates] aftah he done tech de frog or eithah de bat.

Now, yo' got a gamblin' house heah. Well, yo' 'lowin' [allowing] people tuh
shoot dey own dice [not the house dice]. Well, ah'm yuh gamekeepah. Ah'm [I
am = I have] got a stack of dollahs ovah heah [demonstrates].

Well, yo' come heah an' yo' say, '"Ten dollahs fo' tuh shoot."

Ah say, "Yo' want any dice?"

"No, ah'm got a pair of dice."

"Shoot 'em," [I say].

Well yo' throw 'em out. Firs' time dey'll crap. Nex' time dey'll crap. He's
back in 'is p'int [point] up dere. An' he say, "Ah ain't got no p'int [point]
ah'll ketch mah p'int.,"

Well, when he ketch a p'int, he might ketch a fo', six or eight or ten, an'
right dere where ah'm done both. An' if ah speak up tuh 'im, he'll have de whole
business. Dat's fo' a gamblin' han'.

(You use either of those?)

Eithah one of 'em. Gotta put one in each one of 'is pockets dis-a-way [demon-
strates] an' when he gits ready - don' pull 'em out. He puts 'is han' on 'em an'
rub 'em dis-a-way, see [demonstrates].

(Does he have both parts of the dice [the two dice] in one pocket, or one in
each pocket?)

[Here I am surprised!]

Naw, he has two sets of dice, see. If he have one set of dice, he kin put 'em
in each one [either] of 'is pockets - it mattahs ary [either] one of 'is pockets
will do. But yo' gotta change it up sometime from one pocket tuh de othah, see.
De frog he's dried up an' de bat he dried up. [New Orleans, La., (1566),
2869:1.]

9987. Tuh git luck fo' gamblin' yo' goes an' git chew a toadfrog. If a man
is a gamblin'-man, he goes an' gits 'im a toadfrog an' take dat toadfrog an'
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ketches 'im an' goes tuh any drygoods sto' [to distinguish from wetgoods store!]
an' buy 'im a box of black peppah an' red pappah an' some table salt. An' he put
it in dat frog's mouth. An'

MAN CATCHES TOADFROG - RUBS HIS HAND ON IT when he put dat in dat frog's
KEEPS IT IN BOX - BUYS NEW BLACK AND RED PEPPER mouth, de frog'll go tuh
PUTS IN FROGS MOUTH - TAKES FROG TO GAMBLING HOUSE coughin', an' he [man] come
THROWS SALT ON CROWD [WHICH MEANS THE OPPOSITE] on back tuh dis gamblin' -
HE SECRETLY SCATTERS SALT AND PEPPER ON FLOOR where he be gamblin' at -
ALL COUGH - EVEN FROG - THEY ALL LOOK AND LOSE an' he take dat salt an'

throw yuh [his] han' out
lak dat [demonstrates] tuh throw dat salt all ovah de whole crowd. An' dat frog
he'll go tuh coughin' wit dat peppah an' will start tuh movin' roun'. An' he
wins at evahthin' da' 'tis [that is] in de game. Jes' gits 'im a toadfrog, jis'
a hoppin' toadfrog. Toadfrog anywhere hoppin' 'long - anywhere, jis' pick 'im
up. Jis' reach down an' grab 'im an' take dat frog an' rub 'im in yore han' lak
dat [demonstrates] an' go on tuh a game. An' go buy yo' some black peppah an'
take it an' throw about a box in 'is mouth, an' shet 'is mouth up an' go on tuh
de game. An' git chew a handful of salt an' when yo' git in de house, yo' take
dat salt an' does lak dat [demonstrates]. An' when yo' do's lak dat, dat frog
go tuh coughin'. When he go tuh coughin', well dat starts evahbody tuh lookin',
an' evahbody lose all dey winnin's. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1422), 2563:4.]
9988. Live frog, rabbit foot,
FROG - RABBIT FOOT - LODESTONE - STEEL DUST lodestone, steel dust, red pep-
IN RED FLANNEL BAG - GAMBLING HAND per - in red flannel bag. Frog
is put in alive. [Vicksburg,
Miss., (536), 1007:12.]
MAKE FROG SWALLOW DIME - CARRY WHEN GAMBLING 9989. Dey say yo' ketch a toady-
frog an' make him swallow a dime,
an' put 'im in a paper bag an' tie it up tight where he couldn't ketch no air,
an' go ahead on tuh de game. Bet chew be lucky in gamblin'.
(You carry that though in your pocket?)
Yeah, jes' take it in yore pocket. Make him swallow a dime an' tie de end of
de bag up an' carry dat on in yore pocket. [Savannah, Ga., (1259), 2074:12.]
9990. An' den yo' kin take dat frog ag'in
WHISKEY TO FROG - LOAD WITH GUNSHOT alive an' give him some whiskey, an' load
CARRY ALIVE IN POCKET FOR GAMBLING 'im up wit [gun] shots, an' keep 'im alive
in yore pocket. Den yo' kin go tuh any
gamblin' shop an' have luck. [Algiers, La., (1575), 2900:8A.]
9991. High John de Conkah root, red and white lodestone, frog dust, in bag,
wet [feed] with Ole Hearts Perfume, sometimes with whiskey, luck hand for gamb-
lers. [Author's condensed
HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - LODESTONE - FROG DUST notation for rite missed
FEED WITH OLE HEARTS PERFUME OR WHISKEY by transcriber; Memphis,
Tenn., (966, good), 1560:1A4]
FROG - RABBIT FOOT - LODESTONE - RAILROAD RAIL DUST 9992, Live frog, rabbit
foot, lodestone, steel dust
from railroad rail [an unusual dust!], and red pepper in red flannel bag - frog
is put in alive. This is for gambling. [Vicksburg, Miss., (?), 1007:12.]
9993. (What do you mean you were
BURY 4 FROGS - ONE AT EACH 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE running a house?)
KEEPS LAW AWAY FROM GAMBLING OR LIQUOR JOINT Running? Well, jis' likkah joint,
gamblin' joint, all lak dat yo'
undahstan'. An' he [root doctor] said dat'll hold de laws away. Well, ah did dat.
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(What did he tell you to do now?)

Take fo' [four] frogs, fo' toadfrogs an' care [carry)] 'em an' put 'em undah
each pillah [pillar] of dat house in de fo' cornahs. [The average small house
in the lowlands rests off the ground on 4 wood pillars.] Well, ah did dat.

(What did that do?)

Oh, no! Ah nevah had no trouble while ah wus dere an' ah stayed dere fo' two
or three or fo' yeahs.

(You mean that was to keep the laws away?) [Notice how much later I use his
word laws. ]

Keep de laws away. Ah nevah had no trouble wit fellahs. Kin'dove [kind of]
a jute [jutebox?] house, yo' undahstan'.

(What house?)

Jute house, yo' undahstan' -~ sellin' likkah an' gamblin' an' all lak dat.
[St. Petersburg, Fla., (1035), 1682:2.]

9994, Take a frog an' put it in yore pocket an' den yo' go in a show an' de
actahs cain't act. [Memphis, Tenn., (938), 1519:10.]

9995, Carry frog; exposes the show.
FROGS AT: SHOWS ~ STREET FAIRS -~ CIRCUS [(Mobile, Ala., (?), 881:4.]
9996. Take the frog in there [a show]
when they hypotizing [hypnotizing]; it ain't no good [hypnotizer unable to hyp-
notize]. [Vicksburg, Miss., (?), 1000:5.]
9997. Frog, a rock and Irish potato [3
FROG ~ ROCK ~ IRISH POTATO: 3 THINGS articles in pocket to expose show. [Mem-
phis, Tenn., (965), 1559:6.]
9998. Ah've hear'd of 'em. He keeps de
frog tricks from workin' roun' shows an' so forth.
(How do they do that?)
TO EXPOSE TRICKS AT SHOWS - SPLIT FROGS BACK Yo' take him an' split 'im down
PUT SALT ON HIM - WRAP - WEAR IN YOUR POCKET 'is back, ah think it is, an' put
salt on 'im an' put 'im in yore
pocket. [Waycross, Ga., (1104),

1778:13.]
PIN LIVE TOAD TO WALL UNTIL DEAD 9999, Get a rough frog, a toad,
DRY - FOR SHOW TRICKS stick pin through throat, pin to

wall until dead, let dry out,
carry in pocket. Show people will not let you in if they know you have a frog.
[Charleston, S. Car., (?), 599:4.]
10000. Take fo' instance, we had a carnival - a show. All right, in ordah
to have luck an' win with pract'ly evahthing dat chew have in de show, whenevah
ah would go tuh throw at de darts
TO WIN GAMES OR PRIZES AT SHOW OR CARNIVAL or try tuh win a doll or somepin,
CARRY IN YOUR POCKET A LIVE FROG OR TURTLE well ah would jis' slip a frog in
mah hip pocket or eithah a turtle
or toad or somepin. Well, quite natchral evahthin' dat ah would take a chance
on ah would be successful in it.

(Do you kill this turtle, frog?)

No, jis' keep 'im live. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (977), 1588:4.]

10001. Den ah heard dat when show people come tuh town an' dey winnin' a gang
of money out dere [at the show-grounds], yo' know, dey have some of dat stuff.
Well, yo' kin put a frog in yuh pocket an' go on out dere an' win all de money
yo' want. Dat'll keep down dat. Whut chew call dat stuff?

(What do they call that now? It's a powder of some sort?)

Dey call it, yes sir. Some kinda powdah dey use. Ah jis' can't think of de
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name of it.

TO KILL THE GOOFER DUST SHOW PEOPLE PUT DOWN (Is it goofer dust?)
AT A STREET FAIR - CARNIVAL - CIRCUS - TO KEEP Yes sir, dat's right! Well,
YOU FROM WINNING PRIZES - CARRY A LIVE FROG dey [the show people] sprinkle

dat down roun' de place dere an'
' can't do no winnin'. [Florence, S. Car., (1286), 2185:1.]
10002. Care [carry] him in
de show wit 'im an' de show
actahs can't ack.
SHOW ACTORS UNABLE TO ACT WHEN LIVE FROG PRESENT (If he carries a frog with
him?)
Yeah. [Memphis, Tenn.,
(1524), 2723:14.)
10003. [Show people use
ACTORS - ALL PERSONS AT SHOW DECEIVE YOU - BY lodestone in their work to
LODESTONE - KILL THIS POWER BY CARRYING LIVE FROG deceive you, but there is a
way by which you can protect
yourself.]
If de pusson goin' tuh go tuh
a show - if yo' figah [figure] a pusson gotta go tuh a show, an' if dere's lode-
stone or anythin' lak dat, yo' put dat frog in yuh pockit an' yo' walk in dere.
Dat man cannot show. He'll come tuh yo' an' tell yuh tuh git dat frog out chure
pockit or he have tuh break up 'is show.

(Any kind of a show?)

Any kind. If its lodestone anywhere 'bout it, a toadfrog kills it - any of
dat slightly [sleight-of-hand] work dey can't work it.

(Or any kind of slight-of-hand, they can't work it.) [St. Petersburg, Fla.,
(977), 1586:1.]

10004. Ah down at de Fair Ground heah las' yeah, throwin' dem dere rings, yo'
know, it's verah seldom a puhson kin win dat five-dollah bill dere at one time.
So ah got me a toadfrog an' put 'im in mah lef' pocket an' car'es 'im dere, an'

den fasten mah pocket up

yo

INFORMANT WENT TO FAIRGROUND WITH LIVE TOADFROG so he couldn't git out -
IN LEFT POCKET FOR LUCK AND TO COUNTERACT LODESTONE car'es 'im on in dere.
USED BY CONCESSIONAIRES TO TRICK PUBLIC - AFTER Well, ah had one ten cent
EACH WIN HE DROPPED WINNINGS ON FROG AND SPARKS [a dime, them of silver]
FLEW OFF ANIMAL'S BACK - BUT LIVE FROG WILL URINATE an' ah taken de ten cent
IN POCKET AND FROG URINE CAUSES WARTS - INFORMANT an' ah goes up dere an' ah
SO LUCKY CONCESSIONAIRE CALLED POLICEMAN TO ACCUSE play. Ah pays a nickel
INFORMANT OF CARRYING LIVE FROG - AFTER FROG fo' de ring an' throws it
THROWN AWAY HE IS STILL LUCKY - LATER HE BORROWS down, say, "Ah want [to]
DOLLAR FROM MAN - TRADES IT TO WOMAN FOR DOLLAR throv fo' dis [number]
WHICH HE DROPS ON A FROG IN HIS POCKET - HE WON five." So ah throwed fo'

UNTIL HE QUIT SO THAT WON'T BE NUTHIN DONE OR SAID hit an' ah won dat. Well,
ah throws a'gin an' ah win
a dollah. Ah wouldn't nevah win no fifty cent. Well, evah time ah'd win, see,
ah'd take dis money an' drop it in mah pocket - de hip pocket back dere - on dis
frog. Well, it's quite natchal, yo' kin take a ten cent or a nickel, eithah
one, an' drop it on a frog back an' yo'll see sparks fly up; sparks fly off 'is
back, 'long as dat money stay one. [As a small child I occasionally on a winter
night took our cat into a dark closet to rub his back so that electricity would
sparkle in those days of oil lamps. That phenomena I can vouch for, but sparks
flying from a frog's back when touched by silver money is beyond my experience. ]
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An' so ah kept right on till ah win roun' $25 an' he goes an' gits de law an' has
'im put me out; tells 'im dat ah have a frog in mah pocket. So de law wouldn't
search me an' dey tole me go on out. Ah goes on an' puts de frog, throws de frog
away, an' goes back in dere, an' goes roun' dere where dey wuz knockin' down dem
dolls. An' ah knocks down two of dem but ah didn't have a frog in mah pocket at
dat time - but ah still had de luck. When yo' got 'em in yore pocket dey goin'
wet all ovah yore pocket. [Frog urine causes warts - see 9924, p.3896.] Well,
dat lodestone or whatsomevah it is, dey leaves dat in dere.

An' ah been roun' at skin games an' lost thirteen dollahs an' twenty dollahs.
Go tuh a woman or a man an' borrow a dollah from 'im an' take an' go tuh a woman
an' take de dollah whut ah git from de man, an' tell de woman ah'll give her mah
dollah fo' a dollah she got, an' go back tuh de game an' set down an' start gam-
blin' ag'in. Well, ah carry me a frog back in dere an' see, evah time ah'll take
de money whut ah git from de woman an' put it in mah pocket on dis frog, an'
ah'll pick me a card whut ah'm goin' bet....Jes' lak folks say, "Ah'm goin' bet
de dollah at one time," an' den ah'll ketch 'em. Well, when ah ketch 'em, ah'll
raise 'em. Well, evah time ah raise an' win, ah'll drop dis money on dis frog
in mah pocket. An' den ah'll break de game or eithah git tired an' git up an'
quit, an' dere won't be nuthin done or said about it. [Fayetteville, N. Car.,
(1428), 2576:3.]

10005. Ah heard dis about a frog. Jes' lak if yo' wanta go tuh a show, yo'
take a frog - a toadyfrog. Dat whut we talkin' about. An' all dem lodestones

where dey makin' all dese monkey
TO KILL THOSE TRICKS CAUSED BY LODESTONE AT motions in dem shows, yo' take
SHOWS AND SHOOTING GALLERIES CARRY LIVE FROG de frog an' when yo' go dere yo'

kin kill evah bit of lodestone
dat dem folks is got in dere. Yo' see, yo' tote it [live frog] in yuh pocket
an' dat'll kill all de lodestone dey got in dere - jes' lak dey workin' tricks
or have shootin' gallery. [Florence, S. Car., (1311), 2224:3.]

10006. Yeah, yo' kin take a rough-back toadyfrog. Yo' kin take him an' he
kin stop any kinda what chuh may call magic trick. He kin stop any magic trick
regardless of what or what-not. Dat's providin' de people don't know dat yuh got
it [live frog). If dey know yuh got 'im, dey can't do nuthin. Yo' see, a man
took one of 'em once here in de city [charleston]. Dere was a big show up dere
on de Green an' he took one in dere an' dey put 'im out! Absolutely! Dey cer-
tainly did, put 'im out! [He] put 'im [frog] right in 'is co't pocket, pinned
'em down, an' walk on in de show. An' immediately aftah he walk in de show,
evah thing become plain - what dey doin', see. All de magic was cut out. Evah
thing come right plain. An' dey walk right tuh 'im immediately an' put 'im out -
put 'im out de show. Dey knew it jes' as good as a book. [Charleston, S. Car.,
(between 530-539), 644:6.]

10007. Yo' go an' take a toadfrog. Ketch a live toadfrog an' anywhere where
dey got scientific [magic] work goin' on - yo' ketch dat toadfrog an' yo' put
'im in a papah bag or a can or anythin', somepin dat he kin stay alive. An' yo'
put it in yore pocket an' yo' goes an' dey cain't work no kinda scientific work.
Lak dese heah fairs an' thin's have all dese shows, showin' yuh diff'ren' thin's.
Where dey goes an' take people haid off dere body an' all sech as dat. Why yo'
git dat frog an' go dere an' dey cain't work dere scientific work. [New Orleans,
La., (1577), 2906:3.]

10008. Take a toadfrog an' keep 'im roun' dere [your home]. Ketch 'im tuh
yuh house. 1It's good luck. An' yo' carries a lotta trash wit 'im. Yo' kin
take dis frog an' keep 'im in yuh house an' fasten 'im roun' anywhere roun',
an' dere people doin' dis magic - pitchures, dat chew cain't see - yo' take dis
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frog an' put 'im in yuh pocket, if yo' goin' tuh de show or circus anywhere. An'
dis frog, evah thin' dey showin' dere'll come natchal - whut it is. Look lak a
bat totin' a sawmill log. If yo' have dis frog in yuh pocket it'll show up dere
jis' a bat flyin' roun' wit a straw all hitched tuh 'is feet. [Wilson, N. Car.,
(1492), 2662:11.)

10009. (What about that frog?)

Yes, an' put 'im in yuh pocket. Jes' lak any kinda game dat chew wanta play,
lak if yo' go tuh a show yo' hard at winnin' dat way. Dose shows, yo' know.
Lotsa times yo' go tuh a show, dose show folks gotta a lotta things dere, games
yo' know. Games tuh play yo' undahstan'. An' a ole woman tole me about it. Ah
always go tuh a show an' ah always lak dose games, but ah nevah could win any-
thin'. An' ah went dere one night - ah wanted tuh git me a doll. Ah lost about
a dollah or two 'fore ah could win anythin'. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1012),
1639:1.]

10010. Take a toadfrog. Dat's de hoppy toad. Yo' kin take dat an' put it
in yuh pocket, an' yuh go intuh a show an' dat'll stop it. He [you] have tuh go
outa dere.

(What kind of a show?)

A big circus.

(Any kind of show, it will stop it?)

No, les' a circus. [Wilson, N. Car., (1473), 2654:3.]

10011. Dey kin take a frog an' go intuh a show an', if dey workin' any slight
of han', why dey can't work it. See, as long as dat person have dat frog in
dere. [Brunswick, Ga., (1207a), 2042:6A.]

7. BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE REAPPEARS

[My former material about the black cat lucky bone appeared in volume 1, pages
74-97. These rites of course do not include anything from volume 2, a collection
of interviews only, or from the interviews in volume 3, pages 1859-2339. Even
the material I did print was difficult to arrange in any logical order. Instead
of the brief margin titles and underscoring of essential ideas in volume 1, I
have made the present margin titles more descriptive of contents.]

10012. ([Within the following rites of this section you will learn how to
identify the black cat bone among all other bones of the cat's body, but the
simplest of these identification methods is this one: Boil black cat, [empty
bones from kettle into a pile to dry], when bones have dried, the bone wated
will be lying by itself! [Mobile, Ala., resume, 852:1.]

10013. 1've heard of that but I've never committed that sin. My grandmother
has spoke of it several times in front of me, how you sells yourself to the devil,

that you go in the woods and get you a
HORROR AND SIN EXPRESSED BY INFORMANT black cat and kill it. And you get a
THE FOLLOWING RITES OFFER THE REASON boiling pot of hot water and you throw

this cat in that water. And if yom can
stand there and watch that cat cook to death, that you will be lucky and success-
ful. Take the bones and throw them in a creek and the bone that floats upstreanm,
that's the bone that you take. And long as you wear that bone you will be lucky.

(I see.) [Boiling cat in the woods is rare.] [New Orleans, La., (864),
1391:9.]
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10014. De way dey git de black cats lucky bone, kill de cat alive an' put 'im
in a pot befo' he dies thoroughly dead - in a pota boilin' hot watah. All right.
Let 'im boil till all de
KILL DE CAT ALIVE...PUT 'IM IN A POT BEFO' HE DIES meat come off 'is bones, an'
po' all de meat an' bones
all in de ([stream of] watah. An' de bone dat go upstream, take dat. Dat's de
lucky bone, de black cats lucky bone. [Presumably cat is knocked senseless be-
fore being dropped into hot water.] [Wilson, N. Car., (1459), 2649:2.]

10015. Dey says ketch a black cat wit not a white spot on 'is body an' -

dat's a perfectly thing [cat is totally black]. An' says, put 'im in a pot live
an' boil 'im live

YOU YOURSELF MUST CATCH BLACK CAT WITHOUT ONE WHITE HAIR till all de meat

PUT ALIVE IN BOILING WATER - AFTER FLESH FALLS FROM BONES come off 'is bones.

THROW THEM INTO RUNNING WATER - BONE SINKING IS LUCKY BONE An' he take dat bone,
all dem bones tuh a

runnin' stream of watah, an' de bone dat sink yo' git it. An' say he could do

anythin'.

(The bone that sinks. What will the other bones do?)

Float on top.

(The bone that sinks you take?)

Yes sir. [Florence, S. Car., (1283), 2179:5.]

10016. [In the preceding rites we are not told where the person boiling the
cat finds his water. Since one cat is boiled in the woods, we must assume that

water was near in a running stream,
USE WATER FROM RUNNING STREAM TO BOIL CAT or a not too distant well, which is
BOILED CAT MUST BE THROWN INTO SAME STREAM running water. Similarly another

cat apparently, though not neces-
sarily, was boiled near running water. We now come to what originally was prob-
ably a fundamental requirement]: In boiling black cat you must use water from a
running'strgam and throw the bones back into the same stream. [Wilmington, N.
Car., resume, 133:1+85.] [This rule is maintained in some of the following rites
in which the black cat must be boiled on the bank of a running stream.]

10017. De man paid another fellah, but dis wuz a culud [colored] fellah comes
up from [some place south of us]. An' he got acquainted wit me, or he got tuh
learn of me, an' ah took 'im home wit me [to rent him a room]. Well, he had de

dice [money to pay]. An' he said,
did ah could git holt'a [hold of
a] black cat.
TUB OF WATER SUBSTITUTED FOR RUNNING WATER "Can yuh find a black cat? Don'
SURELY HAND SWISHED IN TUB TO SUGGEST MOTION tell no one."
So ah tell 'im, "Well, ah'd see."
An' we got holt'a de black cat,
right black cat wit not no white
spot or nuthin about 'im. We put dat cat in a pot an' boil 'im down, all de meat
off 'is bones, an' den taked tuh de watah, a big tub of watah, an' empty all dat
[boiled cat] right in dere.

An' he says, '"Well, Butch, ah'll tell yuh whut ah'll want. Now, yo' mus' take
dis han' [surely left hand] an' de bone dat swims on top of de watah, dat's de
lucky bone.*®

Dat black cat, ah heah 'em talkin' about it, but ah've never seen [the use of]
it tried. [Since running water is required, surely our operator before boiling
commenced swished his hand about in the tub to suggest motion; or, if these men
used city tapwater, we must remember that the latter when turned on becomes run-
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ning water many places in HOODOO.] [Sumter, S. Car., (1361), 2401:8.]

10018. Well, ah hear'd dat dey take dis black cat - ketches a black cat wit

not a white streak on 'im any place. An' dey takes 'im an' puts 'im on - starts

'im off tuh boil. An' when
CATCH A BLACK CAT WITHOUT A WHITE HAIR - WHEN yo' git chure watah boilin',
WATER STARTS TO BOIL DROP HIM IN ALIVE - AFTER jis' drop dis live cat in
HE FALLS TO PIECES - TOSS BONES INTO RUNNING WATER de watah. An' den when yo'
GRAB THE BONE FLOATING UPSTREAM - CAN DO ANYTHING drop dis live cat in de

watah, den yo' lets it boil
all tuh pieces. Yo' take it tuh a swift stream, tuh a stream dat is runnin'
swift, an' yo' po's it in dere. An' den de bone dat goes up de stream, yo' git
dat bone. An' den dey say yo' kin go do anythin' dat chew wanta do. [Fayette-
ville, N. Car., (1391), 2494:17.]

10019. Take a black cat an' have oven heated hot, dat's got a lid on it, an'

take dat black cat an' put 'im in dat oven, see. An' put de 1lid on it an' cook

'im. Call 'im [cat] by name
BAKE LIVE BLACK CAT IN CLOSED OVEN - CALL CAT BY whutevah it might be. It may
NAME - HE'LL ANSWER - HE'LL TELL...WHAT BONE TUH be Tom an' it may be Jim. Dey
TAXE — A SHORT BONE - CARRY ALL BONES TO SWIFT have diff'ren names. Whatevah
WATER - POUR THEM IN - GRAB BONE GOING UPSTREAM 'is name be, yo' call it, an'

he'll answer yuh! He'll tell
yo' 'zakly what bone tuh take. Dey tell me he'll tell yuh tuh take de short
bone. Take all de - aftah yo' burn 'im up, take de bones an' carry 'em tuh swift
watah, see. An' pour all dese bones in de watah. An' de bone dat goes up de
stream, dat is de bone fer yuh tuh take. Dat's whut chew do. [This is probably
the only black-cat-bone rite in which the name of the cat is called! Lid on an
oven is unusual!] [Washington, D.C., (638), 827:1.]

10020. Black cat baked alive in oven, bones thrown into running water. (Wil-
mington, N. Car., resume, 129:1.]

10021. Some people say yo' could take a black cat an' burn 'im, an' git his
bone an' yo' keep dat bone in yore pocket. An' say yo' nevah lose nuthin, yo'
always win [when gambling]. [Sumter, S. Car., (1345), 2327:15.]

10022. 1If yo' wanta hurt 'em without - yo' don' wanta hurt 'em. Ah tell yo'
whut ah've experienced. Yo' take dat black cat an' yo' kill 'im an' yo' boil dat

cat. An' when yo' boil 'im yo' git de bone.
BLACK CAT KILLED BEFORE BOILING Yo' gotta git de right bone, but if yo' ain't

nevah experienced it, gittin' de bone, yo' don'
know which one tuh git. So, ah've done had dis one fo' 1li'le bettah den foah
yeahs. Well, people mightn't know which one tuh git or not. An' ah keeps it in
mah pocket, jis' as ah wuz tellin' yo' an' ah has it all de time fo' foah yeahs
an' nevah seen a bwn day.

[Did he have the bone with him? Strange I do not ask about it. Unfortunately
machine was turned off here and any comments were missed.]

Yo' reach down, when yo' boil dis cat. Yo' wait till it gits cold an' yo'
reach down dere an' yo' git de right bone. Yo' don' know if yo' gittin' de right
one if yo' ain't nevah seen it befo'. Some people might tell yo' sompin ‘bout
a glass [mirror] or sompin yo' look it in [in it] an' disappeah. Well, dey doun'
know dat, but if yo' ain't nevah seen de bone, yo' won't know whut chew gittim'.
So ah seed it befo' an' ah knowed whut ah wuz gittin'. So it took me a whale day
tuh git dis bone. [New Orleans, La., (1574), 2896:1.]

10023. Dey say take de black cat an' kill 'im, an' boil 'im an' take cur all
de bones, an' whatevah bone is de lucky bone, why yo' throw 'em all in same
watah, runnin' watah, an' all of 'em 'ill sink tuh de bottom but de lucky bame
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will stay on top. Dey said yo' kin
KILL BLACK CAT BEFORE BOILING take dat bone an' open any kinda do'.
LUCKY BONE STAYS ON TOP - OPENS ANY DOOR [(Memphis, Tenn., (1549), 2816:7.]
10024. Dey take dat black cat an'
KILL BLACK CAT BEFORE BOILING dey kills dis black cat an' boil 'im
SUCK EACH BONE UNTIL VISION DISAPPEARS down, an' one'll sit an' suck dose
THAT BONE WILL BE LUCKY - READY TO USE bones. Jis' suck dose bones until
dey begin tuh cain't see. When dey
cain't see, den dey'll know it wuz de right bone. Den dey git up an' go on do
dere work. (Little Rock, Ark., (903), 1474:22.]
10025. Jis' say fo' instance yo' kidnap yuh black cat. Yo'll have tuh kidnap
'im. Yo'll take dat cat an' skin 'em. Yo' kill [stun?] 'im an' skin 'im 'live,
jis' lak yo' would a rabbit or
STEAL A BLACK CAT - SKIN HIM ALIVE - COOK HIM anything else. Well, yo' take
TAKE HIP BONE - STERILIZE - SCRAPE UNTIL WHITE dat cat an' yo' cook it. Yo'
boil dat meat, jis' cook it so
it'll fall tuh pieces. An' yo'll git dat bone. Yo' have tuh take it den an' yo'
sterilize it. Yo' scrape it, scrape dat bone an' git it white, white-lak.

(How do you know that you have got the right bone?)

Well, it's a certain bone intuh 'is (left?] hip. [New Orleans, La., (1571),
2885:9.]

10026. [In the preceding rite the stealing of a black cat for ritual pur-
poses appears to be rare, but here is another example): Yo' steal that cat an'

put 'er in de boiler, an' they
WHILE BOILING STOLEN CAT - SUPERNATURAL LIGHT said that cat...it [the room]

would lighten jis' like i'twas
(it was] sun in that room. [Richmond, Va., résumé, 368:2.]

10027. Boil black cat, everything turns black, headless cow [and other ani~
mals) appear, throw boiled cat into running water, bone floats upstream. [This
is merely a forks-of-the-road rite at midnight where in the darkness gupegnatural
animals and the devil can be seen in the darkness.] [Mobile, Ala., resume,
860:1.]

10028. (What do they say about getting that black cat lucky bone?)

Yo' take dat black cat. Ketch 'im alive, don' kill 'im. An' have yore watah
on hot. Chunk 'im right in de pot wit'out killin' 'im. Yo' chunk [him] down in

de pot 'thout killin' 'im. Put
ALL BONES SINK - ONE COMES TO TOP - LUCKY BONE on de 1lid an' boil 'im. Boil
'im until prakly ([practically]
all de meat will leave de bones. Take de bones an' drop 'em in runnin' watah,
see. De' [they] claim dat de bones will sink. In othah words dat [bone] come
back up tuh de top, take it. Say dat's de lucky bone. [Fayetteville, N. Car.,
(1394), 2505:8.]
BONE THAT FLOATS IS LUCKY BONE 10029. Well, ah haven't heard of a bone from
a dead person, but ah've heard jis' yo' take a
black cat an' boil 'is bones. An' carry it tuh runnin' watah an' throw it in
runnin' watah, an' de bone dat floats dat'll be yuh lucky bone. [Everywhere
believed.] ([Waycross, Ga., (1095), 1765:10.]

10030. Dey tell me it's very lucky, it's de luckiest bone in de world. Ah
tried it one time but ah jis' didn't have de ingredients. Yo' take a black cat
an' have boilin' hot watah, an' have a cat wit not a white hair on 'im. When
dat watah git tuh boilin' good, yo' grab dat cat in a sack or somepin an' throw
'im in dere an' put de top on 'im. An' he'll boil an' he'll boil all tuh pieces.
An' de bone whut chew want'll float an' de rest'll sink, but chew use dat wit
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lodestone. But now ah nevah
HAVE WATER BOILING - CAT WITHOUT A WHITE HAIR did git de full ingredient but
GRAB CAT IN SACK - THROW INTO POT - USE LID ah did cook de black cat an'
BONE ONLY ONE FLOATING - USE WITH LODESTONE got de bone. Dat bone shore

will rise. Ah know dat.

(It didn't work.) [Brumswick,

Ga., (1240), 2111:10.]
BONE NOT FLOATING AWAY WITH OTHERS IS THE BONE 10031. Well, tuh be successful

an' lucky, it'd [it would] cuz
[cause] zhow [you] [a lot of trouble?], yuh git de black cat bone. Yuh kill a
black cat. Yuh got a pot of watah on [the fire] out dere. Yuh take de black cat
[out there] befo' dat he is killed. Throw 'im in de pot of boilin' hot watah.
Den aftah he cooks tuh pieces, take de bone [bones], put it [them] in running
watah. De one dat stands [on surface of water and does not float away] yuh take
dat. Dat's de black cat bone. [New Orleans, La., (812), 1142:9.]

10032. Yo' take de black cat
BOIL A LIVE BLACK CAT ON BANK OF RUNNING WATER an' yo' take 'im down by de run-
UNTIL FLESH AND BONES SEPARATE - THROW BONES nin' watah. An' yo' boil 'im
INTO THE STREAM - BONE RISING TO SURFACE AND until all de meat come off 'is
SWIMMING WITH CURRENT IS LUCKY BONE - GRAB IT bones. Den yo' take all de

bones an' dump it into de watah,
an' de bone dat swims - dat comes up an' swim down de stream wit de watah - why
dat's de bone dey gits. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (983), 1591:1.]

10033. Well, now, ah tell yuh whut de' [they] say fo' runnin' watah. In case
yo' wants anybody confused aroun', a disagreeable neighbah see, dat is terrifyin'
yuh. An' yo' wanta git rid of 'em, want 'em tuh leave de community or leave de

home or somepin lak dat. It's got a bad story
AIN'T BUT ONE OF 'EM FLOAT... but den ah got it. Yo' git a black cat. Put dat
DAT WILL FLOAT DOWN DE STREAM black cat intuh a pot of boilin' watah alive an'

covah de pot up. An' let 'im stay in dere until
all de flesh drop offa his bones. Den yo' git dat bone. Ah don' know jis'
zactly whut bone, but jis' git a bone - ah'd imagine mos' any bone - an' carry
it. Well, in othah words, tuh make it cleah, plain, yo' might take a collection
of dese bones aftah dey are boiled, cleahed of de meat, an' den yo' carry 'em tuh
a runnin' stream of watah. An' de bone dat will float down de stream - de most
of 'em will sink - an' it ain't but one of 'em float, dat bone dat will float
down de stream. Take dat bone an' carry it an' bury it somewheah neah dat dis-
agreeable neighbah. Dat will drive 'em off. [An unusual use for a black cat
bone!] [Florence, S. Car., (1295), 2196:2.]

10034. Ah have information concerning that, how a person sells theirself to

the devil, but ah have never [done that]. They tell me what you do to sell your-
self to the devil. They say, you
AFTER YOU PICK UP THE BONE THAT FLOATS AWAY take a black cat alive and boil
YOU MAKE A PACT TO SERVE DEVIL SO MANY YEARS him. Drop him in hot boiling pot
IF YOU DIE BEFORE TERM ENDS - YOU GO TO HELL of water and boil him, you see.
And after you boil him, you take
out all those bones, the different bones, and you drop them in a running stream
of water. Now, the bone that runs [floats away], you see, you pick up that bone.
And you make a oath to the devil that you sell your soul for so many years to be
successful. Not forever, you know. You sell your soul for ten years, you see.
You be successful and can get everything your heart desires. But otherwise, you
wouldn't have no luck. If you dies, you couldn't go to heaven. You belong to
the devil and all [heaven can't save you]. [New Orleans, La., (866), 1399:6.]
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10035. 1It's awful [dreadful] tuh say so, but chew kin take a black cat.
Ah've seen a fellah dat did try dat. Ah had a brothah dat tried it. Put it in
de watah an' boil it an' take de bone out, see.
CAT MUST BE BOILED OUTDOORS Take all de bones. Boil it till it's boiled
BONE DAT GO BACKWARDS - LUCKY all tuh pieces, see. An' den aftah it's boiled
all tuh pieces - don't go in de home of no one,
boil it out [outdoors]. An' let all de meat fall from de bones, an' take it an'
carry it tuh a branch - a creek, a small creek - an' put it in dere. An' de
bone dat go backwards, yo' kin take dat bone. An' den yo' [can] go an' steal
an' all lak dat ([probably because you can make yourself invisible]. [St. Peters-
burg, Fla., (1031), 1676:6.]

10036. Ah hear'd tell of 'em usin' a black cat. Yo' kin take a black cat an'
yo' put 'em in a pot of watah, an' let 'im cook till all de meat cook off 'is
bones - come off 'is bones. Well, aftah all de meat is off 'is bones, yo' go
an' git dem bones. Yo' carry dem bones tuh some runnin' watah an' de bone whut
run back up de stream - not where de watah runnin', goin' dat way - yo' git dat
bone. Dat's de luckiest thing a man kin git on earth. [Brunswick, Ga., (1188),
2004:6.]

10037. Said dat dey would take de cat an' put 'er intuh a pot an' boil 'er
wit'out killin' 'er. Let 'er kill 'erself in de pot. An' take her tuh de run-

nin' watah. Do dat aftah dey already cooked
BONE GOING UPSTREAM IS LUCKY BONE 'er up an' until de flesh would fall off de

bone. An' take de pot tuh de runnin' watah
an' empty it ovah in de runnin' watah. An' de bone dat goes up de stream is de
lucky bone. [Florence, S. Car., (1286), 2182:14.]

10038. (You take the bones of this black cat and throw them into the water.
That the idea? Then what do you do from then on?)

Dat's right.

Aftah yo' throw 'em in de watah, yo' take it - take 'em out. Yo' take de
bones an' yo' carry 'em an' yo' throw 'em intuh runnin' watah, an' as dey drift-

in' yo' take it out.
THE BONE THAT FLOATS UPSTREAM - TAKE IT OUT (Which bone?)
IN DE NAME OF DE FATHAH, DE SON AN' DE HOLY GHOST... De one dat'll go up de
MEAN TUH CONKAH ANYTHIN'...[I) COME IN CONTACT WITH stream. Don't want de
WRAP IN FLANNEL - DRESS IN HEARTS COLOGNE - WEAR one dat'll go down. Yo'
want de one dat go up de
stream. Den yo' take dat one out: In de Name of de Fathah, de Son an' de Holy
Ghost, dat chew [1] mean tuh conkah anythin' dat chew [1] come in contact wit.
Dat is de right bone.

(What do you do with that bone then?)

Yo' take it an' yo' put it intuh a piece of flannen, wrap it up, an' yo' dress
it in some Hearts Cologne an' tote it in yore pocket. [Florence, S. Car., (1314),

2239:2.]
AT 12 O'CLOCK NOON HAVE WATER BOILING IN LARD CAN 10039. At zactly twelve
DROP LIVE CAT IN - COVER CAN - AFTER FLESH COMES a'clock in de day.
FROM BONES - EMPTY THEM INTO RUNNING WATER - IF A (You get what?)
BONE GOES DOWNSTREAM A SHORT WAY - COMES BACK TO Yo' git a black cat, an' at
YOU - SINKS TO BOTTOM - QUIVERS - ACTS DIFFERENTLY twelve a'clock in de day yo'
FROM THE OTHERS - THAT IS LUCKYBONE - PICK IT UP have yuh watah boilin'. An'

yo' take an' yo' throw de
cat in de pot, an' yo' have a covah dere so he can't jump out - tuh keep 'im down
in dere an' cook 'im all tuh pieces, evahthing right on up.
An' yo' take all dat stuff in de can [you use as boiler] an' yo' take it tuh a
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runnin' stream. An' yo' po' dat stuff in de stream where de watah is runnin',
an' de bone dat chew want, instid of goin' down de stream wit de tide, it'll
come back, or stan' right down dere tuh de bottom an' quivah. It won't go off,
de stuff won't carry it away. An' dat's de bone, de lucky bone. Dat's de bone
yo' want. Yo' will know de bone by - it acks pecul'ah, diff'ren' from de rest
of de bonmes.

(What time do you boil that cat?)

Twelve a'clock in de day. [The old fashioned lard can (50 pounds of lard?)
was large enough to be used as a boiler. It is probably an antique today!]
[Savannah, Ga., (1269), 2149:8.]

10040. De way ah've heard it, yo' ketch chew a black cat. It must be black
cat an' when yo' ketch dat cat, yo' take it to de fo'ks of de road at twelve

a'clock. Have yore watah hot.
MIDNIGHT AT FORKS OF ROAD - BOIL BLACK CAT ALIVE Don't kill 'im. Dive 'im in
THROW BONES INTO RUNNING WATER - LUCKY BONE GOES dat pot of hot watah an' shet
UPSTREAM - CARRY FOR GOOD LUCK - LOVE - GAMBLING it up, an' let 'im cook till
hit cook de meat off 'is bones.
Den yo' take all dose bones an' taken 'em down tuh de runnin' stream, de stream
goin' dis way [demonstrates]. Dat's down, backwards is upwards. An' yo' po' dem
bones intuh dat runnin' stream one at de time. An' de bone dat goes back up de
stream, dat's de lucky bone an' yo' git dat.

(What do you do with that bone?)

Well, dey tell me yo' kin take dat bone an' tote it in yore pocket an' it
brings good luck in love affairs, gamblin' an' sech lak as dat.

[While machine turned off informant says something about disappearing.]

(Use that same bone you say?)

Yes sir, yo' put it in yore mouth an' it makes yo' invisible, people can't
see yo'. [Brumswick, Ga., (1179), 1980:3.]

10041. (You have to go out to the crossroads and you have to go into the
right hand fork of that road.)

[I am repeating what informant had said before recording began.]

Yeah, right-han' fo'ks of de road. An' he'll put de cat in de pot. Fill de
pot up wit watah an' build a fiah roun' de pot. An' when dey gits through build-

in' a fiah roun' de pot, dey'll

GO TO RIGHT-HAND FORK OF CROSSROADS - THERE sit dere an' dere be things
BOIL BLACK CAT - HORRIBLE SPIRITS APPEAR - THEN comin' from evah which way -
CHANGE COLOR - IF YOU STAND TEST - BONE IS YOURS evah which direction.

Don' keer whut come up. Dere
people sudden comin' up wit no haids - alarms, bells, an' all dem kin'a things.
An' yo' know, jis' when dey git dere, dey jis' changes all kinda color. All ole
daid mens gittin' up out de grave an' walkin' down dere. [Jacksonville, Fla.,

(599), 778:3.]
TAKE A JET-BLACK CAT TO FORKS OF ROAD 10042. Yo' take a jet-black cat anmn’
CARRY ALSO POT AND LID - BOIL CAT ALIVE yo' go tuh a forks of de road, see.
IF YOU CAN STAY THERE AND SMELL IT - TAKE Take yo' a pot an' put 'em in dere
BONES AND THROW INTO RUNNING WATER - BONE 'live an' shet 'im up, tight where
GOING UPSTREAM WILL BE LUCKY BONE - YOU he can't git out. Cook it - cook all
HAVE SOLD YOURSELF TO DEVIL - DO ANYTHING de meat off de bones; see, if yo' kin

stay dere an' smell it. Den git all
dose bones. Listen good. Den yo' go down tuh a streama watah, see, an' throw
all dem bones in a stream-a watah. An' de bone, dey tell me, dat goes ap de
stream, dat's de bone tuh git.

(What will that bone do for you then?)
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Well, dey tells me yo' sells yo'self tuh de devil.

[St. Petersburg, Fla., (991), 1599:1.]
10043.

have any spot on '

im - white spot on 'im nowhere.

IN ORDER NOT TO LOOK AT HELLISH CONTENTS OF POT
HE HAD BUILT A DAM ACROSS A SMALL STREAM - ON IT
WAS A FIRE AND POT OF BOILING WATER - INTO POT

HE THREW LIVE BLACK CAT WITHOUT ONE WHITE HAIR
HOLDING MIRROR OVER POT AND LOOKING AT REFLECTION
ONLY 2 BONES APPEARED - THESE HE CAST INTO STREAM
ONE FLOATED ACROSS STREAM AWAY FROM HIM - OTHER
FLOATED TO HIM - FORMER BONE HE BURIED - LATTER
BONE HE CARRIED - BY INSERTING IT INTO MOUTH HE
COULD DISAPPEAR FOR SHORT PERIODS OF TIME - MY
INFORMANT - ROOT DOCTOR - SAID BOILING BONES TOO
DANGEROUS TO LOOK AT IN POT - REASON FOR MIRROR

off both-a dem bones.
floated up tuh 'im.,
taken an' put in 'is pocket.
dat an' buried it.
a time, if dere anything dat he wanted tuh do.
an' disappeah.
An' hit wus
brothah walked
"Yes." An' so
An' when he
when he got at
wus comin' back wit a case of whiskey.

de sto' dey didn't see 'im no mo'.

some boys wus standin' on de cornah.
up tuh dem one day an' ast dem did dey wanted a drink.
he said, "Hol' mah suitcase till ah come back."

came back dey saw 'im at a distance when he got at dis sto', but
When dey see 'im ag'in, he
[To informant, a doctor and man, these
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Yo' kin do anything.

Well, mah bruthah killed a black cat once, an' dis black cat didn't

He wus black all ovah. An'
he'd taken dis black cat an'
he put 'im - caught 'im alive
an' put 'im intuh a boilin'
pot of watah. Cooked 'im.
But de way he did, he built
a kind'a dam-lak ovah one
stream of watah, an' dis
fiah wus up ovah dat, see.
An' when it boiled all good,
den he'd have a lookin'-glass
an' he helt it lak dat ovah
dis pot. An' only two of
dem bones showed up in dat
lookin'-glass. He throwed

One-a de bones floated crossways de rivah an' one of dem
Well, de one whut floated up tuh 'im, dat's de one he'd
An' de bone dat floated off from 'im, he'd taken
An' dat one bone dat he took, he could disappeah he says fo'
Jis' hol' dat bone in 'is mouth

Dey tole me, s3ays mah
Dey said,

The bone

two bones were dangerous, the reason for not looking into the pot.
floating away from him he safely buried, the one floating to him was harmless
if properly used.] [Brunswick, Ga., (1206), 2039:7.]

10044. All right, if yo' wan's tuh be a man dat chew kin do anythin' dat chew
want, yo' git chew a black cat an' yo' boil 'im. Go down tuh a crossroad at
twelve a'clock at night an' yo'
boils 'em. An' when yo' boil
dis cat yo' see evahthin' all
aroun' dere, maybe yuh coffin,
or yo' may see all kinda spooks.
Go down tuh a runnin' stream of watah an' throw dese bones in it. Well, all dose
bones dat no good, dey go downstream, but de bone, dat lucky bone, it comes up-
stream. Yo' take dat bone an' put it in yuh pocket, an' yo' kin do anythin' wit
dat bone dat chew want. [Sumter, S. Car., (1367), 2418:11.]

10045. Well, jis' lak yo'
wanta be a rootworkah or

somepin lak dat, yo' go in
de fo'k of de road an' yo'

CROSSROAD AT MIDNIGHT - BOIL LIVE BLACK CAT
OWN COFFIN AND SPOOKS OF ALL SORTS APPEAR
BONES INTO RUNNING WATER - LUCKY BONE UPSTREAM

TO BECOME ROOTWORKER CATCH BLACK CAT - TAKE HIM
TO FORKS OF ROAD - BOIL HIM ALIVE - THROW BONES
INTO RUNNING WATER - THE ONE BONE GOING UPSTREAM
PICK UP AND RETURN TO FORKS OF ROAD - STAND THERE take a black cat [with you].
UNTIL MIDNIGHT - IF YOU CAN ENDURE SPIRIT DISPLAY An' ketch 'im alive an' boil
BEFORE DEVIL ARRIVES - HE WILL TELL WHAT TO DO 'im. Boil 'im live an' take
WITH THE BONE - YO'LL BE A GOOD ONE [ROOTWORXER] 'im an' take de bone whut run
upstream. Take dat bone an'
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take it an' stand in de fo'k of de road till twelve of midnight at night. An'
whatsomevah happen, dey say it will come tuh yuh dat night, an' de devil will
tell yo' whut tuh do wit it.

(Tell you how to do the rootwork?)

Yessuh.

(After you get this black cat bone, you take it out to the fork of the road
and stand there until twelve o'clock at night?)

Yessuh, an' if yo' kin stand evahthing whut come about, yo'll be a good one.
[Sumter, S. Car., (1340), 2616:16.]

10046. Well, dey tell me if yo' wanta have good luck, git chew a coal-black
cat an' take him out tuh whah de roads crossin'’ some ole faraway road an' take
yuh a pot an' take dis cat an' cook 'im, evahthin' but 'is eyes. Dose is de two

thin's dat chew have yuh a [some-
CARRY COAL-BLACK CAT TO DE ROADS CROSSING thing?] right wheah yo' put chure
OLE FARAWAY ROAD - ALSO POT - BOIL CAT THERE fiah, jis' enough tuh not burn de
USING SLOW FIRE - EYES WILL NOT COOK - THEY eyes. [See comment later about
TURN HARD - SPIRITS DO NOT APPEAR WHILE CAT these eyes.] Cook it tuh wheah
BOILING - TAKE BONES TO STILL WATER - NOT TO it'1l be hard, an' cook dat cat.
RUNNING WATER - DROP IN BONES - ONE SMALL Dey claim dat diff'ren thin's
BONE STAYS ON TOP - ALL OTHERS SINK - AFTER [spirits] come up out de pot but
10 OR 12 DAYS DRESS BONE WITH STRONG ALCOHOL dat ain't true.
THIS BONE MUST BE IN POCKET WHEN YOU GAMBLE (These things [appearance of spir-
FOR THOSE CAT EYES - SEE NOTE AT END OF TEXT its] really don't come about?)

Dey don' come about, but it is
true tuh mah knowledge about de cat. An' yo' cook dis cat tull [till] he's per-
fek done; ev'ry stran' of de meat's offa de bone. An' go tuh some spot-a watah
where de watah is standin' perfekly [perfectly] still an' yo' drop dose bones in
dere. An' dere's one li'le certain bone, dat's jis' a small bone, dat'll stay
on topa de watah, an' de resta de bones dey goes down tuh de bottom. Dat bone
yo' kin take it an' keep it fo' maybe ten or twelve days, an' take it tuh some
place tuh where yo' kin dress it wit strong alkihol tuh wheah it has a strong
scent, Have it wheah yuh kin smell dat scent. Den yuh kin keep it in yuh pock-
et, lak yuh's a gamblah or some kinda card playah, an' it re'lly brings luck tuh

yuh

(What would you do with those eyes of the cat?)

Aftah yo' dress yore bone yuh git dose eyes an' place dem somewhah whah yuh's,
in yuh residence whah yuh live at, whah dey kin stay whah nuthin'll bothah 'em.
An' dose eyes - yuh know he [cat] has a gray eye. Dey'll begin tuh turn green.
An' de whole thin'll git jis' as green as a gourd. Den yuh keep dose fo' yuh-
self; not fo' nobody else but chureself.

[Those preceding cat eyes are interesting! At the moment I do not recall
anything quite similar in HOODOO. The fact that these natural eyes turn hard and
then gradually change color from gray to green, shows we are concerned here with
tvo cat's-eyes: gems exhibiting a chatoyant [[reflecting a single streak of light
vhen cut in a cobochon]] luster, especially a variety of chrysoberyl, the ort-
ental or precious cat's-eye. Though this is my only example - compare following
rite - could present rite be an attempt to sell glass cat's-eyes as devil stones?
Years ago at the turn of the century a cat's-eye shooting marble was almnst a
saperstition with some marble shooters. Perhaps an antiquarian could inform us.]
[Por another example of black cat's eyes, see No. .] [Waycross, Ga., (1163),
1938:1.]

10047. Take a black cat - ketch 'im an' put 'im in a pot'a boilin®’ watah
alive, an' den let 'im stay in dat pot'a boilin' watah until he dies. Den take
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him down tuh a stream of runnin' watah an' cos [of course] quite natchal he'll
be's intuh bone [bones will be
7 DAYS AFTER OBTAINING LUCKY BONE - ONLY BONE separated from flesh] an' dere'll
OF BLACK CAT TO FLOAT - VISIT FORKS OF ROAD be a bone dat'll stay on top'a de
WITH BONE IN LEFT HAND SELL SELF TO DEVIL water. An' yo' take dat bone an'
take it an' keep it in yuh pocket.
An' den yo' gone a week from dat, dat day dat chew did dis [= 7 days later] go
down tuh de fo'ks of de road an' sell yuhself tuh de devil. An' yuh be able tuh
do anythin' yuh want tuh do.

(What do you do down at the forks of the road? [Pause.] Do you know? [I
am not making myself clear.] When you go down with that bone in your pocket,
is there anything that you do at the forks of the road?)

Well, yuh jes' - yo' hold it [bone] in yuh lef' han', an' dat de time yuh
sellin' yuhself tuh de devil. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1426), 2572:3.]

10048. People do dat when dey sell dereself tuh de devil. Dey go out dere
'tween de fo'ks of de road. An' dey kills a black cat, yo' know, an' take a

certain bone in 'im, an' dey
SELL SELF TO DEVIL BY CARRYING BLACK CAT BONE take dat bone an' go out tuh de
TO CROSSROAD -~ DEVIL WILL BE WAITING FOR YOU fo'ks of de road. An' when dey

git tuh de fo'ks of de road, dey
have sold deyself tuh de devil. He will come down [one of the roads]. Dat's why
dey doin' dat, dat's de correct thing [to sell yourself to the devil]. People do
dat, yo' know, who is notorious. It's not fo' good people tuh do dat. [Little
Rock, Ark., (887), 1461:9.]

10049. Put a black cat in a pot of water and boil it until all the flesh
comes off and the lucky bone comes to the top. Then take that lucky bone and go
to the forks of the road and there you'll meet the devil. If you can stand him
you can do anything you want. [Fredericksburg, Va., (81), Ediphone.]

10050. I have heard that
CROSSROAD - 2 A.M. - LIVE BLACK CAT TO - SEE SPIRITS you take a black cat at

two o'clock and carry him
to a crossroad and there you will see evil spirits. Evil spirits are walking
every night at two o'clock. [Hampton, Va., Ediphone cyl.24.]

10051. Now, yo' goes an' gits yuhself a straight-off black cat. Go right now
an' git a straight-out black cat, yo' undahstand. Ah mean a real jet-black cat.
An' take a pot an' put a big fiah undah it, an' take dat cat while he's alive

an' put - throw 'im down in
AFTER CAT BONES THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER - BONE dat watah. An' jis' let 'im
GOING OFF BY ITSELF TAKE AT MIDNIGHT TO FORKS OF boil tuh pieces until all de
ROAD - MEET THE DEVIL - SELL YOURSELF TO HIM FOR j'ints come apart. An' carry
5 YEARS - NOW YOU CAN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT TO it tuh a stream of runnin'
watah an' yo' take all dose
bones, one at a time, an' part it away [separate it]. An' yo' kin take it an'
dump it in dat runnin' watah, an' jis' what bone should happen tuh go off by it-
self, well yo' git dat bone. But it must be jis' about midnight. An' yo' take
dat bone wot float by itself an' yo' walk tuh de fo'k of de road. An' when yo'
git at de fo'k of de road, why yo'll meet de devil. Den yo'll give yuh testimony
tuh 'im. Den yo'll confess dat yo' sell yuh soul tuh 'im fer five yeahs. An' so
yo' already sold yuhself tuh 'im, so dat's why yo' servin' de devil. Yo' workin'
fer de devil an' yo' jis' have dat black cat bone an' yo' kin do anythin' dat yo'
wanta do. [Charleston, S. Car., (517), 606:7.]
10052. (You what?)
Goes tuh de fo'ks of de road an' learn how tuh play music, an' dey will play
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right dere. Take a black cet bone, ah believe it is, an' as dey play an' as
dey talk, dey draw it across
LEARNING TO PLAY MUSIC AT CROSSROADS AND dem, yo' know, until dey find
FINDING BLACK CAT BONE THERE - STORIES COMBINED dat main bone. Den dey fin'
WHEN RUNNING BONES - ROOSTER CROWS AT RIGHT ONE dat main bone an' ah think
it's - dey'll heah a roostah
crow. An' den dey 'ave sold dereself tuh de devil.
(I see.)
An' den dey kin play music jis' as good as a pursun dat's been playin' all de
time.
(What do they do to the cat first, before they pull all those bones through
their mouth?)
Well, yo' see, dey boils de ket.
(And then they take each bottle while they are playing and put it through their
mouth?) [This was inferred from informant's dey draw it across dem.)
Yes, sir, put 'em through dere mouth.
(And when the right bone appears, a rooster will crow?)
A roostah 'ill crow.
(I see. And they have sold themselves to the devil?)
Yes sir.
(I see.) [For rooster see also 10066.] [Vicksburg, Miss., (714), 981:8.]
10053. After killing
KILL BLACK CAT - SUCK BONE - MEET DEVIL AT black cat and sucking
3-PRONGED ROAD - 7 MORNINGS BEFORE DAY - 7 YEARS LUCK bone, go to three-
pronged road 7 mornings
before day, you will meet devil. Luck for seven years. [Deal Island, Md.,
resume, 19:3.]
VISIT 3-FORKED ROAD 9 NIGHTS - LAST NIGHT THERE 10054. Go to a three-forked
BOIL BLACK CAT - SUCK BONES - DEVIL WILL APPEAR road at night, on the 9th night
GIVE YOU ALL THE "TRICKS" YOU WANT kill [boil] a black cat there.
While sucking the bones the |
devil will appear and "give you all the tricks you want." [Norfolk, Va., resume,
448:8.]
10055. Ketch a black cat an', yo' know, put 'im in a hot pot of watah, see.
An' dey say de lucky bone'll rise, yo' know, tuh de top of de watah. Dey take
dis [bone] an' go tuh de forks
9 MORNINGS TAKE BLACK CAT BONE TO FORKS OF ROAD of de road nine mawnin's. Say
MEET DEVIL THERE - NOTHING AGAIN WILL EVER HARM yo' go dere tuh meet de devil.
An' say, if yo' go, yo' know,
in any place [to rob it or where you could meet trouble] an' long as yo' keep
dis bone wit 'im [you), yo' know, nuthin wouldn't hahm [harm] 'im [you]. [Wil-
mington, N. Car., (227), 221:3+85.]
10056. Dey git a black cat an' care 'im tuh de fo'ks uh de road fuh nine
mawnin's about six a'clock. An' dey come back home an' bile dat cat. An' dey
says den dey kin do mos' anythin'
CARRY BLACK CAT TO FORKS OF ROAD 9 MORNINGS dey want. Dey bile dat cat an'
AT 6 O'CLOCK - RETURN HOME - BOIL CAT - THROW put 'im a - take all de bones,
BONES OVERBOARD - ONE FLOATING IS LUCKY BONE yuh know, aftah dey boil de cat,
an' care it down tuh a creek am'
trow all de bones ovahbo'd. Well, all de mos' a dem bones'll go tuh de bottom,
save de bone w'ut float. Dey say dat be de lucky bone. [Wilmington, N. Car.,
(318), 251:3+85.]
10057. Boil black cat, "lucky bone" rises to top of pot, take to forks of
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road 9 mornings, you will meet the devil, can go unseen into any place. [Résumé,
no reference, but from Wil-
mington, N. Car.]

TOSS BONES OF BOILED BLACK CAT INTO RUNNING WATER 10058. Take a black cat an'

BONE RIDING UPSTREAM IS LUCKY BONE - GRAB - CARRY throw it in a pot of hot

9 MORNINGS TO FORKS OF ROAD - THERE TELLING THE watah...

LORD YOU HAVE SOLD YOURSELF TO THE DEVIL - NOW [I turn off machine here be-

YOU CAN DO ANYTHING - NO ONE CAN STOP OR HARM YOU cause rite did not appear to
be promising. This was a

frequent habit of mine to save time and cylinder space. Once more I shall stop

machine before letting it continue to the end. My questions show what had been

omitted.]

(After they boil this black cat what do they do?)

Take 'is bones, all de bones an' carry it down tuh de...

[I stop machine and then begin again.]

(After they get this bone that goes up the stream, then what do they do?)

Dey take it an' goes tuh de fo'ks of de road fo' nine mawnin's an' pray tuh
de Lord an' say dey sell deyself tuh de devil. An' den dey kin do anythin' dey
wan'a do an' can't nobody hahm 'em. [Savannah, Ga., (1266), 2146:5.]

10059. De way a fellah [doctor] tole me, when ah wuz tryin' tuh gamble. '"Ah
wanta be a real gamblah." He tole me he cud [could] fix me up a han' fo' $25,
[he said] ah could do jis' about as good as he cud, if ah [he] tole yo' [me] tuh

do dis.

Ah says, "Whut do yo' mean
GO TO FORKS OF ROAD 9 SUCCESSIVE SUNDAY MORNINGS by dat?"
ON 9TH SUNDAY MORNING CATCH A BLACK CAT AND CARRY He say, '"Yo' sell yo'self
HIM WITH YOU - COOK IN WASHBOILER WITH LID - WHEN tuh de devil."
BONES APART - A FORKED BONE WILL CROSS 2 HIP BONES Ah say, "How would ah sell

THROW FORKED BONE DOWNSTREAM INTO RUNNING WATER mahself tuh de devil?"
BONE WILL RETURN TO YOU FLOWING UPSTREAM - TAKE He say, '"Yo' go tuh de fo'
THIS BONE TO FORKS OF ROAD 9 MORNINGS FOLLOWING fo'ks of de road fo' nine
9TH SUNDAY MORNING - YOU WILL MEET THE DEVIL Sunday mawnin's," an' he
SHAKE HANDS WITH HIM - YOU HAVE SOLD YOURSELF TO say, 'on de ninth Sunday
THE DEVIL - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT TO DO mawnin', yo' ketch yo' a

black cat an' carry him...

(After you have been to
the fork on the ninth [Sunday] morning, then you catch a cat and take him home -
the black cat.)

"De black cat an' carry him home [continues doctor to informant]. An' git
chew a wash-pot an' fill it halffulla watah an' put chew a big heapin' fiah roun'
dere an' git some kinda lid an' put ovah dat pot, an' boil dat watah till it go -
jis' rollin'. An' throw dat black cat in dere, an' covah it up, an' let 'im stay
two hours lak dat. When yo' take him out, take de hip bone - take two hip bones -
an' up in dere cross dem two hip bones, dere's a bone in 'is back dat's a forked
bone. [This forked bone always suggests the chicken wishbone, a type of bone no
other animal has. We have a number of examples of this misidentification in
HOODOO - see No. .] Well, yo' kin take dat forked bone an' carry it tuh de
runnin' watah an' throw it down de stream." An' he say, '"Dat bone will come back
tuh yuh."

"Yo' take an' go tuh dat fo'ka de road nine mo' mawnin's an' dat ninth mawnin'.'

(Sunday mornings or any morning then?)

Yassuh, any mawnin'. Jis' nine mawnin'.

[We have 9 Sunday mornings followed by 9 mornings.]
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Say, "When yo' do dat, on de ninth mawnin', yo'll meet de devil dere, an' yo'
shake han's wit 'im, an' evahthin' in de worl' dat chew wants tuh do, yo' kin do
it." Yo' sold yo'self tuh de devil. Tole 'im ah cudn't stand dat. [Fayette-
ville, N. Car., (1392), 2501:8.]

10060. Ah hear'd if a man wanted any luck, wanted tuh learn how tuh be a ex-
pert or a musician, or if he wanted tuh be a expert gamblah or what not, dey
goes out tuh dat crossroads fo' nine mawnin's. An' de ninth mawnin' when he go

out there - but befo' he go
TO HAVE LUCK - BE A MUSICIAN - EXPERT GAMBLER out dere, he goes den an'
VISIT CROSSROADS 9 MORNINGS IN SUCCESSION - CARRY he git 'im a black cat.
WITH YOU EACH DAY LIVE BLACK CAT - ON 9TH MORNING Ah bettah [begin again] so
ALSO BRING A KETTLE AND MEET DEVIL - WHO SAYS yo' kin undahstan' it good.
HE WILL GIVE YOU ANYTHING BETWEEN DE SOLE OF YUH Befo' he goes tuh de cross-
HAID AN' DE CROWN OF YUH FEET - ON LEAVING DEVIL roads dat nine mawnin's, he

FILL POT WITH WATER - GO TO HILLTOP OVERLOOKING goes de firs' mawnin' an'
A STREAM - THERE BOIL CAT ALIVE - THEN GOING DOWN he git 'im a black cat. An'
HILL - THROW CAT BONES INTO THIS RUNNING WATER he takes dat black cat an'
ALL WILL FLOW DOWNSTREAM EXCEPT ONE WHICH SOON he cares 'im out dere wit

TURNS UPSTREAM - THIS IS THE BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE 'im tuh de crossroad nine
PICK IT UP AND WEAR IT IN YOUR LEFT-BREAST POCKET mawnin's. An' when he cares
'im dere nine mawnin's, de
ninth mawnin' when he git dere, dey says dat de devil 'imself meets 'im dere.
An' dey says he'll tell 'im anything dat chew wan'a do or anything yo' wan'a
know. Says, he'll give me anythin' between de sole of yuh haid an' de crown
of yuh feet. [With a mixup like this between sole [soul] and crown, devil still
must have been working.] He says, "It shall be granted tuh yo'." An' so when-
evah he do dat, he takes dis black cat, which he's got alive, an' he gits 'im a
pot.
(After he has gone there nine mornings, he takes the cat and gets this pot?)
Yessuh.
An' when he gits dis pot, den he goes den tuh a stream of watah dat's runnin’.
He makes 'im a fiah on de hill right up above de watah. An' when he makes dis
fiah an' git dat watah boilin', he throws dat black cat in de pot alive an' lets
dis cat cook alive. An' when de cat cooks until all de flesh has come off de
bone, he takes de carcass of dat cat an' throw it in de runnin' watah. An' all
de bones an' all de ones dat goes down de stream, he let 'em alone. He takes
de - an' de bone dat runs up de stream, dat goes back up de stream de object
[opposite] way, why he takes dat bone den an' he totes dat in 'is lef'-breas'’
pocket. An' when he tote it in 'is lef'-breas' pocket why anythin' he desires
den, he'll git dat. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1412), 2537:3.]
10061. Ah hear'd of people takin' a black cat an' boil 'em in a pot of hot
boilin' watah alive an' den take 'im out. Take his bones out, all 'is bones, an'
carry 'em tuh a stream of

AFTER YOU OBTAIN CAT BONE THAT SWIMS UPSTREAM watah. An' throw 'em in dat
WITH IT VISIT FORKS OF ROAD 9 SUNDAY MORNINGS stream of watah an' de one
LAST MORNING YOU WILL MEET DEVIL - IF YOU DO NOT whut go upstream, take it out,
SAY ANYTHING TO HIM - HE WILL NOT SAY ANYTHING an' de rest of 'em'ill go

TO YOU - TURN ABOUT AND RETURN HOME - WITH BONE downstream. Let 'em go "head.
YOU CAN DISAPPEAR - ROB BANK - ATTEMPT ANYTHING An' de one dat go upstream

yo' take dat out an' put it
in yore pocket. An' go tuh de fo'ks of de road evah Sunday mawnin' fo' nine
Sanday mawnin's, an' de ninth mawnin' yo'll meet de devil dere. Amn' if yo' don'
say muthin tuh 'im, he won' say nuthin tuh yo'. An' yo' turn roum' am' came on
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back. An' yo' kin go down heah tuh de National Bank, any bank yo' want tuh - so
ah've hear'd - an' take anythin' out. De law won't bothah yo'. Yo' disappeah.

Yo' kin 'tempt [attempt] de cashier, yo' kin 'tempt de dogs, anythin' yo' wanta

'tempt. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1428), 2577:6.]

10062. Whut chew call gittin' de black cat bone. Yo' take him intuh de fo'k
of de road. Yo' take 'im out tuh de fo'ks of de road an' make a fiah, an' a pot,
an' boil it. An' den yo'
would take all dese bones,
when it boil all tuh pieces,
tuh a runnin' stream. An' yo'
would put all dose bones in de
stream an' de one dat floats
up de stream, dat's de one tuh
git. An' aftah dat dey'll go back tuh de fo'ks of de road nine nights. Go back
evah night fer nine nights an' talk wit de devil. Yo' go dere an' meet de devil
dere. An' den aftah dey do dat fer nine nights, dey is through. Dey kin do any-
thin' dey wanta do.

(Well, what time do they go out there at night?)

Roun' nine 'clock. [Mobile, Ala., (660), 863:1.]

10063. Now, if it's a hand dat he wants, he'll go in de fo'k of de road 'fo'
day in de mawnin' at fo' 'clock. He'll be dere by fGah. Well, he take jis'
thin's. Yo' evah heah talk of dis root dey call Jokhn de Conkah? Well, it's de
root dat chew git - it's
a blacksnake root also.
Well, yo' take de root.

CARRY BLACK CAT - POT - WATER - TO FORKS OF ROAD
BOIL CAT - THROW BONES INTO RUNNING WATER - ONE
FLOATING UPSTREAM CATCH - THEN RETURN 9 NIGHTS
TO FORKS OF ROAD AT 9 O'CLOCK - MEET THE DEVIL
WITH THIS BLACK CAT BONE ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE

BE AT FORKS OF ROAD BY 4 A.M. - BRING 3 ARTICLES
JOHN DE CONKAH - BLACKSNAKE ROOT - BLACK CAT BONE

LATTER YOU MUST HAVE OBTAINED YOURSELF PREVIOUSLY Well, it's a bone. It's
IT LOOKS SOMETHING LIKE A CHICKEN WISHBONE [NEVER! ] lak a chicken bone. It's
AT FORKS OF ROAD DRAW TRIANGLE - MAKE WISH FOR on a black cat. Ah could

HAND - YOU ARE SELLING YOURSELF TO DEVIL - PUT
DIRT FROM SINNERMAN'S GRAVE - 9 PENNIES - ALL THESE
IN HOLE YOU DIG INSIDE TRIANGLE - DEVIL WILL APPEAR

almost tell yuh where tuh
git it from. [I too can
tell where tuh git <it,

AS NATURAL MAN - HE WILL GIVE YOU A SPECIAL HAND
NOBODY KIN BREAK IT [HAND] UP - WHENEVER YOU WANT
ANYTHING YOU TALK TO THIS HAND BEFORE LEAVING HOME
TO GAMBLE - FOR THE SPECIAL HAND TAKE PIECE OF TWO
ROOTS AND BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE - 3 PIECES - PUT IN
TEN-CENT BOTTLE OF HFARTS COLOGNE — ANOINT YOURSELF

WITH MIXTURE BEFORE ENTERING GAME - BEST OF LUCK

wishbone from, but you wo
won't find it in a black
cat! I have discussed
this matter elsewhere in
HOODOO.] Yo' take dis cat
an' yo' kill de cat, see.
Yo' take de bone, it's
long lak a chicken. Well,

yo' take dis bone, de blacksnake root an' yo' take dis John de Cornkah, an' yo'

takes dis bone, an' yo' goes in de fo'ks of de road.

Dis way [demonstrates] in de mawnin' at fo' 'clock when-
An' yuh hand dat chew wants, yo' sellin' yuhself tuh

Den yo' take de sinnahman's dirt from 'is

de way of a triangle.
evah yo' make yuh wish.
de devil, also, whenevah yuh do dat.

grave an' nine pennies which yo' pays de devil fo' 'is work.
An' he'll come up jis' de same as a natchal man. An'

stuff an' leave it dere.

An' yo' draws somepin in

Yo' give him dis

when yo' give him dis, he give yuh a hand an' dere's nobody kin break it up.
[All hands can be broken by counter charm or powerful doctor. ]

(This is the hand for gambling.
Right in dis triangle.
an' one goin' dat way an' one's behin' yuh.

of de road an' yo', yo' know, so nobody cain't git it up.

Where do you put all this in this triangle?)
Jis' lak in de fo'ks of de road: one comin' dis way
Well, yo' stands right in de fo'ks

Yo' know, dig it up,

an' yo' stand right dere, if yo' have nerve enough, an' yo' fix all of dis in
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heah [demonstrates].

(In this hole?)

In dis triangle in de hole [in the hole in the triangle]. An' whenevah yo'
do, yo' talk tuh hit, yo' know, jis' talk jis' lak ah'm talkin' tuh yuh: 4% wan'
chew tuh do so an' so, an' ah wants a "hand," an' ah wants tuh win evahthin'.
Well, whenevah yo' do dat, well, dere's yuh luck right dere. Well, den yo' kin
take, when yo' git ready tuh leave, yo' take a piece of each of de roots an' de
black cat bone, an' put it in a ten-cent vial of Hearts Cologne. [This ten-cent
vial of Hearts Cologne as hand we have elsewhere.] An' when yo' go in yore game
yo' 'n'int chureself wit it, an' dat'll cuz evahbody tuh come right tuh yuh.

(Where do you put these pennies?)

Yo' take dose pennies. Well, see, yo' bury dose pennies. Yo's payin' 'im
[devil] fo' yuh hand.

(Where do you put those pennies?)

Yo' put it right in de triangle an' yo' bury it. See, yo' won' take dose
pennies [away] wit chew, yo'll leave 'em dere.

(You take the roots with you?)

Takes a piece of de root, jis' a piece. See, de roots join. Jew evah seen
a piece? De root's [root is] join [has joints].

(You take a piece of it and you leave the rest of the root in the hole.)
Leave de rest of de root. Jis' take a piece of each piece of dis heah, but
chew takes dat bone an' put it in de jah [jar], right in de jah, an' den yo' put
chure - den yo' stops it up, each piece of de root. Den yo' 'oint [anoint] yuh-

self when yo' git ready tuh go on a game. [Wilson, N. Car., (1495), 2566:1.]

10064. 1If yo' wanta have yuh way anywheah in de world yo' go, wanta do any-
thing yo' wanta do, yo' git chew a jet black cat. Don't let 'im have no spot on
'im atall - jet black. An' yo' take dat cat an' take yo' a kittle, an' yo' go

down heah tuh de swamp alone,
ENTER SWAMP ALONE WITH JET-BLACK CAT AND KETTLE by yo'self, no one wit chew.
WITH LID - BOIL CAT UNTIL FLESH FALLS FROM BONES Put dat cat in dat kittle of
THESE CARRY TO CROSSROADS - SPIRITS WILL TRY TO watah an' put sompin on de lid
SCARE YOU - IF YOU PASS TEST - GO TO WATER THAT tuh hold 'im down in dere.
RONS - THROW BONES INTO - THOSE RIDING UPSTREAM Make yuh up a fiah an' bile
YAKE TO GRAVEYARD - LEAVE THERE 9 DAYS - RETURN it [kettle] till de meat come
9TH MORNING - DIG HOLE - DROP INTO IT 9 PENNIES way from dat cat bone. Aftah
PAYING DEAD FOR USE OF GRAVEYARD - REMOVE BONES doin' dat yo' take all of 'is
WRAP THEM IN RED FLANNEL - WEAR - YO'LL BE ALL bones an' yo' go tuh a cross-
DIGHT ANYWHERE...NUTHIN'LL WORRY...HINDAH YUH roads. All kinda things com-

in' tuh yuh, but don' chew
git frightened. Don't chew git scared. Jis' stay right dere. All kinda things
comin' tuh yuh: things wit no haids, no laigs, no ahms - comin' tuh yuh. But
chew stay dere. An' aftah yo' stayin' dere yo' take dese bones an' yo' go back
tuh runnin' watah an' throw dem in, an' de one yo' see travel up - up - yo' git
dose bones. Aftah gittin' dose bones, yo' go tuh a graveyard. An' when yo' git
twh de graveyard, why yo' put dese bones down dere an' let 'em stay down dere
fo' nine days. Aftah nine mawnin's yo' go back dere an' git dem bones an' yo'
left yo' [you leave] nine pennies. [For paying spirits of dead in graveyard,
see pp.3316-3323, v.4 and other places in HOODOO.] Dig yo' a hol' an' let dem
mine pennies down dere - at de graveyard, attah yo' git de bones. Yo' put nine
pemnies dere. An' when yo' take dem bones, yo' take dem bones an' yo' wrap 'em
wp in a piece of red flannel. An' yo' weahs dese bones. An' yo'll be all right
amyobere yo' done go. Nuthin'll worry yo'. Nuthin'll trouble. If yo' in trou-
Ble, yo' kin git out. Nuthin will hindah yuh atall. [I put in italics that
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wonderful expression: alone, by yourself, no one wit chew!] [Florence, S. Car.,
(1331), 2290:1.]
10065. Dey go out tuh de forks of de road an' some do's one thing an' some
anothah, see. Some will take a half a bushel [basket] see, an' dey puts dat in
de forks of de road. An' aftah dey put
LAY HALF-BUSHEL BASKET AT FORKS OF ROAD dat in de forks of de road, dey git a
PUT A BLACK CAT UNDER IT - SAY 3 TIMES black cat an' put undah dat bushel -
3 HOLY NAMES - A SUDDEN STORM ARISES half bushel. See. An' dey'll use de
word: God, de Fathah - God, de Son -
God, de Holy Ghost. Three times, see, an' de storm will rise...(Remainder of
this story cannot be secured because of bad spot on cylinder.) [Comment by
transcriber.] [What happened? Did the cat escape? Did the devil appear? I
hope someone has preserved this story. For a similar story see one in which the
devil demands you cuss God three times, No.348, p.103, vol.l.] [Washington,
D.C., (638), 823:1.]

10066. While boiling black cat at a three-pronged road, a rooster comes out
of the steam, crows, an' then the devi} appears. [For rooster at forks of road,
see also No.10052.] [Richmond, Va., resume, 305:1.]

10067. Tell me dey go down in de graveyard 'bout twelve a'clock in de night
an' carry dat black cat out dere. An' have mah watah boilin' at twelve a'clock,

an' jis' at twelve a'clock

IN THE GRAVEYARD - WITH POT OF WATER BOILING throw dat cat, dat black cat,
AT MIDNIGHT - THROW INTO IT ALIVE A BLACK CAT in dat boilin' watah alive.
AFTER FLESH FALLS FROM BONES - DROP THEM INTO Throw 'im in dere 'live an'

RUNNING WATER - BONE COMING TO TOP IS LUCKY BONE let 'em boil till all de meat
come off all de bones. An'
care [carry] de bones tuh a runnin' stream an' put 'em in dere. An' de bone dat
comes tuh de top, pick dat up an' tote on 'em. Dat bring a person luck. [Flo-
rence, S. Car., (1284), 2181:9.]
10068. Yo' kin go tuh a graveyard. Git chew a black cat an' go tuh a grave-
yard an' stay out dere till twelve 'clock in de night. An' boil dat black cat
in de graveyard. An' aftah
IN GRAVEYARD AT MIDNIGHT BOIL BLACK CAT yo' boil 'im good an' hot,
AFTER CAT IS THOROUGHLY DONE - RUN TO STREAM why run tuh a 1i'l stream
POUR POT INTO WATER - BONE GOING UPSTREAM IS LUCKY an' po' 'im in de stream;
an' de bone dat comes up de
stream, git dat an' dat's good luck. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (994), 1606:9.]
10069. Kill a black cat an' take him away out in de graveyard, build a fire
an' stew him down an' git 'is bones - out de lef' hind laig. An' wrap dat up an'
dat's what de' call de black
KILL BLACK CAT - STEW HIM DOWN IN THE GRAVEYARD cat bone. An' dat makes yuh
TAKE LEFT HIND LEG - WRAP UP - HOLDS WOMAN'S MAN husban' or yuh boy friend -
jis', he's right wit chah.
Nobody kin git 'im. [Evidently a woman must manage this rite, though I never
heard of a woman attempting the ordeal. 1In theory the person who wants a black
cat bone must obtain it himself, but I am certain a hoodoo person or shop could
arrange the business.] [Jacksonville, Fla., (550), 689:11.]
10070. You take a black cat and you kill it and pass with it through the
graveyard.
(You pass it through the graveyard?)
Through the graveyard.
(How do you do that?)
Just like you go by a graveyard, when you'd have it; see, you is passing
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through the graveyard when you is going to a place for a job, and you pass it

[cat] through there [graveyard] when you go there [for job]. And just like you
got to go up to the office,

KILL BLACK CAT - CARRY HIS BODY THROUGH GRAVEYARD right at his office, and

ON WAY TO SEEK JOB - LEAVE DEAD CAT OUTSIDE ON you'd have some of that blood
REACHING OFFICE OF BOSS - INSIDE ON FLOOR LET in a piece of paper, which
FALL A FEW DROPS OF CAT BLOOD SAVED - BURY CAT AT you may call a little can.
MIDNIGHT UNDER STEPS OF HOUSE WHERE BOSS LIVES [The dead cat is not carried

into office.] Well, you drop
that blood on the [office] floor and you bury that cat right at his steps [steps
of his house] overnight, what you may call "overnight'" [is] at midnight. He'd be
looking for you to give you a job.
(Just through that cat.)
[Informant having told story before recording began, I now start questions to
check veracity. He is marked '"ng'" but here his tale held together.]
(Now, what do you do? You take and catch [I am unknowingly using informant's
ands] a black cat, don't you?)
Yes, you ain't got to have no white one or brown one.
(Then you kill it. Then you carry him to the graveyard?)
Yes.
(Then you go and bury this cat under the boss's steps?)
Under his steps.
(That's all you have to do?)
That's all you have to do to him.
(To get a job?)
Yes, you get a job.
(I thought you said something about cutting the hair off the cat's tail for
something?)
You cut the end, the end of his tail off - just like you see, the little tip
end of his tail?
(Yes.)
Well, you would cut that off, and you would keep that with you.
(Oh! You keep that part.)
Keep that part with you. And the other, you bury it like that.
(I see, at the bottom of the step.)
At his step, and nobody can knock you from getting a job. [New Orleanms, La.,
(833), 1253:4.]
10071. Yo' [some enemy] kin take yore track an' a black cat's bone an' bury
it in de cemetery, an' in about nine or ten days - about a week latah - yo'll
suffer. Yo' will have dis
FOOT TRACK AND BLACK CAT BONE BURIED IN GRAVEYARD same cat, of yore own, in-
side of yo', if yo' don't
try to git shet of 'em. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1402), 2524:4.]
10072. (After you have boil-
ed this black cat, you take
THE USUAL SUCKING-BONES RITE - EXCEPT RIGHT BONE these bones and limbs. Then
BOERNS MOUTH - KEEP IT IN MINK-SKIN BAG WITH GARLIC what do you do with those
SALT - SUGAR - RED DIRT - AND BEFORE SHOOTING DICE bones?) [I am summarizing
SAY: IP AH COULD WIN AH'M GOIN' WIN AN' IF AH what informant had said be-
EAPPEN TUH WIN AH'M TRUSTIN' YO' [7 BOOK OF MOSES] fore I iturned on machine. ]
Yo' has tuh suck evah one
of 'em, evah one tuh git tuh
de right one. When yo' git tuh de right one, it's a short j'int bone, somepin
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lak dat [demonstrates]. When yo' git tuh dat, it goin' burn yore mouth. When
yo' burn yore mouth, yo' take it an' yo' force it roun' - put it in a sack an'
reseal [seal] it up wit some garlic an' salt an' some sugah an' some red dirt
[reddish clay unless one buys a special red dirt somewhere; in any case it is a
substitute for blood]. An' if yo' goin' play dice wit dat or any kinda game,
dere's two words yo' say out de Seven Book of Moses: If ah could win, ah'm goin'
win; an' 1f ah happen tuh win, ah'm trustin' yo'. [Whether this is from Seventh
Book of Moses, 1 do not know. ]

(What kind of a sack do you put that in did you say?)

In a mink skin!

[After informant leaves room, I say to machine: End of 1604. I think this
fellow was a liar. Liar is a little strong, but I did concentrate upon every
word said. That I did not believe everything is shown by the section on made-
up material in this present volume.] [Algiers, La., (1604), 3030:7.]

10073. Ah heard dey take a
BLACK CAT BONE IN GAMBLING - PASS THROUGH MOUTH black cat bone, aftah dey done

kill de black cat, an' take it
an' put it in dere mouth. Pass it dere a couple of times, an' den set [it] back
in dere pocket an' go in tuh win.

(That is for luck in gambling?)

Yeah. [New Orleans, La., (1558), 2838:6.]

10074. They says yo' kin go to a four-fork road - you've seen them - for nine
mornings after you suck this black cat's bone. Suck the morrow [marrow] of it,

then you be lucky and do whatever you

SUCK MARROW FROM BLACK CAT BONE want to do. [The marrow is swallowed.
THEN VISIT FOUR-FORKED ROAD 9 MORNINGS You evidently visit the crossroad to

receive the devil's left-handed bless-
ing.] [Deal Island, Md., (109), 25:1. This cylinder reference was also given
for margin title POWER FROM BROTHER'S SKULL, v.l, p.283, informant's number here,
a day later, being 125. Numbers of cylinders and informants were for collector's
conveience only.]

10075. I heard yeh had to kill a black cat. A certain bone yeh had to git.
I think the story went yeh had to suck that bone. And then you had to go to a

three-prong road, a crossroad - [dem-

SUCK MARROW FROM YOUR BLACK CAT BONE onstrates] a prong this way, and a
THEN VISIT THREE-PRONG ROAD OR CROSSROAD prong that way, and a prong this way -
7 MORNINGS BEFORE DAY TO MEET DEVIL seven mornings before day, and yeh

YOU COULD DO ANYTHING YOU WANTED 7 YEARS supposed tuh meet the devil there.
That's people that is trying to git
over for to do anything they want to do. And he [devil] was supposed to meet
yeh at a certain time. And yeh meet sompin other dere dat was supposed tuh be
the devil himself. And he was to set jeh free [to do anything]. And then you
could do anything, have any kind of luck you wanted for seven years. [Deal
Island, Md., (110), 25:2.]
10076. Yo' put chew a pot of watah on an' boil it. An' ketch a black cat,
a all-black cat, an' put 'im in de pot of boilin' watah an' put 'im in dere
'live. Boil 'im until - boil

CATCH BLACK CAT - BOIL ALIVE AND TO PIECES 'im tuh pieces. An' de lucky
LUCKY BONE WILL RISE TO TOP - ALL OTHERS bone will come on top. An' dis
SINK TO BOTTOM - SUCK BONE - LET IT DRY bone dat come on top, yo' take

CARRY - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING - EVEN DISAPPEAR dis bone out an' suck de bone
[suck out marrow?] an' den lay
it up an' let it dry. An' carry it in yore pocket an' yo'll be lucky enough
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tuh git anythin' yo' want or do anythin' yo' wanta do. Yo' kin even disappeah.

(Why did you suck it?)

Jis' suck de bone aftah it comes tuh de top. De only way yuh'll know dat
bone, yo' see, aftah de cat boils, de meat boils off de cat an' dis bone will
come to de top, an' all de resta de cat'll go tuh de bottom.

(You don't suck it at any particular place?)

No, yo' jis' put it in yuh mouth an' suck it. An' aftah yo' suck it, den yo'
lay it out on anythin' an' let it dry out. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1390),
2491:11.]

10077. Yo' git a black cat without any white spots an' take dat cat an' a
pot - ketches dat cat an' puts 'im in a pot of hot boilin' watah an' boils dat

cat. An' yo' boils him until
SUCK EACH CAT BONE AS YOU TAKE IT FROM THE POT all de meat comes offa his

BLACK CAT BONE WILL BE ONE GOING UPSTREAM bones. Den yo' takes dat cat

out of de pot an' yo' goes tuh
a runnin' stream of watah - jis' let it be a li'le small stream - an' yo' suck
each one of de bones [on bank of stream] until yo' come tuh de bone. An' throws
'em all [into stream] until yo' come tuh de one dat goes up de stream. An' de
one dat goes up de stream dat's de lucky one if yo' kin git it. An' yo' takes
dat an' keeps dat one. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1420), 2560:7.]

10078. Well, yo' ketch a cat - a black cat - an' yo' take 'im tuh a runnin'

stream somewhere off in some desolated place, an' yo' build yuh a fiah an' yo'
heat watah an' yo' boil dis

CATCH A BLACK CAT - TAKE IT TO RUNNING WATER IN cat. Yo' boil all de bones
=SOLATED PLACE - BUILD FIRE - HEAT WATER - BOIL off dis cat. An' aftah dis
CAT ALIVE - AFTER FLESH FALLS OFF - BAG BONES cat boiled an' all de meat
EMPTY INTO RUNNING WATER - SIT THERE - ALL BONES fall off 'is bones, den yo'

WILL FLOAT DOWNSTREAM - SOON ONE BONE WILL STOP take dese bones an' yo' put

TURN ROUND - COME BACK AGAINST CURRENT TO YOU dese bones in a bag, an' po'
THIS IS THE LUCKY BONE - BY SUCKING IT - WISHING dese bones in dis stream of
HOLDING IT IN YOUR POCKET - YOU CAN DO OR HAVE runnin' watah. An' den yo'

ANYTHING YOU WANT - EVEN MAKE YOURSELF INVISIBLE sit dere. Dey say dat sev'ral

things supposed tuh happen
vhile yo' doin' dis. [Various horrible apparitions will appear trying to fright-
en you.] An' all dese bones will go downstream in swift watah, an' dis one bone
come back up against de stream, dat's de bone yo' git. Den yo' git dat bone an'’
yo' carry dat bone. Yo' carry dat bone diff'ren' places. Yo' suck it in yuh
mouth when yo' wanta do things, an' carry it in yore pocket in yuh han'. Dat
bone supposed tuh do sev'ral things; sech make a man invisible or any othah
things dat yo' wanta do. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1393), 2504:4.]

10079. Yo' kin git a black cat an' boil it an' stan' befo' a mirror in a

dark room an' run dem bones across de mouth an' de one dat's de natural bone,

why it will be a whole lot-
RUN BONES THROUGH MOUTH BEFORE MIRROR IN DARK ROOM ta diffrent sights dat will

appeah befo' yo'. [Here is
a tricky one: if you can see into mirror in a dark room, you do not need a black
cat bone! Probably my informant means you will see all the horrors including the
devil, you missed, had you gone to a crossroads.] [Memphis, Tenn., (1329a),
2734:12.]

10080. Boil black cat, when cool suck bones. On reaching lucky bone you'll
go blind [temporarily]. [The word migror'may have dropped out of this rite.]
[Eewport News, Va., informant from; resume, by Ediphone at 0ld Point Comfort, Va.]

10081. Boil black cat, horse without a head, etc., appears; hold bones in
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front of new mirror, at right bone you go blind - see nothing in the mirror.
[This is a rare rite because a new mirror is required. At the
NEW MIRROR moment I can think of only one other rite, the remarkable new magic
, , mirror in No.7211, p.3206, v.4.] [Petersburg, Va., second trip,
resume, 421:4.]

10082, [I heard of] people using a cat.

(All right, how do they use that?)

Well, yo' git a real black cat. Dat's now in regard if yo' wants tuh hurt
someone, yo' undahstan'. Ah've heard yuh git a real black cat, an' yo' heat

yuh some watah. Yo' git de

IF YOU DISAPPEAR WHILE SUCKING BLACK CAT BONES watah real hot an' yo' put de
BEFORE MIRROR - YOU HAVE FOUND THE LUCKY BONE cat in dere alive. Yo' put a

' lid on topa de pot an' jis' drop
de cat in dere alive. An' aftah he's in dere alive, let 'im boil 'til evah bone
in 'im - 'til it come all off de meat, therly [thoroughly] done. An' aftah yo'
boil 'im therly done, den yo' take 'im out an' yo' suck evah bone in de cat 'til
yo' git tuh de right bone. Whenevah yo' git tuh de right bone, it'll cuz yuh [to
disappear] by yo' cannot see yuhself - yo' can't see yuhself in a mirrah. Yo'
kin look in a mirrah an' yo' fail tuh see yuhself.

(Then what do you do?)

Well, yo've got de right bone, an' yo' kin do mos' anything den yo' wants tuh.
Yo'll accomplish mos' anything yo' want tuh accomplish. [Vicksburg, Miss., (773),
1061:2.]

10083, [Dat's] fo' gamblin', fo' luck.

(I never heard of that.)

Yo' are supposed tuh take a cat - which de mans ovah de rivah [IN ALGIERS] -
through dem people, yo' know. Got some smart people ovah dere, too. Dey take
a cat an' dey go ahaid an' boil dat cat. But it cost plenty money. Ah wasn't
nevah able tuh pay dat money. Dey charge me $400 but ah didn't have dat much
money tuh start wit. An' yo' supposed tuh do anything aftah yo' do dat. But
yo' sell yuhself tuh de devil.

(I see.)

Ah know one fellah - one or two fellahs - ah know puson'ly, he don' have a
dime now, an' in de night ([overnight] he goin' tuh have fo' or five hunderd dol-
lahs. An' how he gits it, ah don' know. But it must be natchly true, ah think.
Dat's far [as I know] but ah believe it. Ah believe it's true but ah nevah had
it done tuh me.

But what he said he did. He goes in all gamblin' rooms an' win money all de
time.,

(I see.)

Well, yo' ketch dese big games lak de lumbah(?] camps an' all dat. Yo' in
gang. Dat's how he got to de road [got in business].

So, he is supposed tuh take a cat an' put 'im in a hot kettle a watah. Sup-
posed tuh covah 'im up so he said. An' aftah de cat come in de boilin'-hot watah
an' he dies - yo' know, in dat hot watah he is still alive. Yo' take dat black
cat an' den aftah he be's in dere, de man takes evah bone an' stand in front of
a mirah, lak yuhself stand ovah here. [Was there a mirror in the interviewing
room?] He passes evah bone through 'is mouth-lak. Not jis' open 'is mouth -
pass it through, see. An' den when he gits de right bone, which is supposed
tuh be lak dat bone, he disappear in front of de glass. Well it's dat bone he
has. Dat's what he is supposed tuh do [to disappear.]

(I see.) [New Orleans, La., (782), 1084:4.]

10084. Dat black cat bone - well, yo' ketch a real black cat, see. All right.
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Aftah yo' ketch dat cat - he have tuh be alive, yo' see, an' yo' take 'im an' put
'im in boilin' watah. Put 'im in a big ole pot, chew know, an' boil 'im. An'
when yo' done boil 'im down, well den yo' pick de bones, an' den yo' have tuh
have a lookin'-glass an' fin' de right bone. Den, when yo' hit de right bone an'
yo' git de right bone, dat glass gits smokey an' yo' cain't see yo'self in dat
glass. Well, den dat'll be de bone dat yo' must git.

(When you pick these bones - do you do anything to them when you pick these
bones? What do you do with the bones when you pick them?)

Well, when yo' be pickin' 'em, yo' jes' continue pickin' de bones an' lookin'
in de glass, don't chew undahstan'.

(You are just picking up the bones?)

Yes, lookin' tuh see whut kind a bone yo' must git, an' den when yo' git de
right bone, well, den de glass - yo' cain't see yo'self in de glass any mo'.
[Algiers, La., (1575), 2898:3.]

10085. Dat black cat - takin' de black cat, pure black, no white spot, no
nuthin, an' puttin' 'im in a pot of watah alive an' boilin' 'im. Aftah he is
boiled, tuh find de right bone, yo' must take a lookin'-glass an' passin' each
bone through de mouth. When yuh git tuh de right bone, yuh don' see yuhself in
de glass at all. Well, dat's de bone dat chew use in yuh pocket. An' whensom-
evah yo' use dat bone in yore pocket, yuh walks intuh any place - yo' may be
comin' up along de street an' ah see yo' comin', an' befo' yo' git tuh me yuh'll
disappeah an' ah don' see yuh. See. Yo' done git invisible wit de black cat
bone. But it's only one certain bone dat it kin be done wit. [New Orleans,
La., (1560), 2853:10.]

10086. Yo' go tuh work an' take a black cat wit no spots on 'im atall., An'
takes 'im an' yo' puts 'im in a washpot an' fill it up [with water]. Yo'
don' fill it clean up, jis'
CAT MUST BE BOILED TO DEATH - NOT ALLOWED TO DROWN let it [fill] so's [so his]
WITH LUCKY BONE IN MOUTH YOU DISAPPEAR FROM MIRROR haid kin be stickin' up
[out of water] so he won't
drown befo' he git chance tuh burn or anythin'. An' yo' jis' make a fiah an' put
de 1id on it [pot] so he can't git out. Make a fiah an' boil 'im right dere
until all de meat come off 'is bones. Den yo' take dem bones den an' put 'em
in a sack. An' carry 'em an' go tuh where de watah is runnin', an' jis' po'
evah one dem bones in dere. An' dere'll be one bone out dere dat'll float up
de stream. All de rest of 'em goin' down de stream, de way de watah runnin'.
An' de one dat come up de stream, yo' gits dat one. Take dat one an' yo' kin
dry it out fo' yo' ownself. Yo' walk up befo' de glass dere an' yo' put it in
yuh mouth an' yo' cain't see yo' ownself. An' yo' kin go anywhere dat yo' wanta
go an' put dat bone in yore mouth, why dey cain't see yuh. [Fayetteville, N.
Car., (1450), 2631:6.]

10087. (You get the black cat and you boil him, you say?)

Yes, boil 'im alive. An' den yo' have a glass [a mirror]. Dey tell me dey
wave it in front-a yuh hand [holding mirror] dat way an' evah bone dat is put

in yuh mouth, if it wasn't de
AFTER YOU BOIL A BLACK CAT - HOLD EACH BONE right bone, why yo' would see
IX FRONT OF A MIRROR - WHEN THE BONE DISAPPEARS yuh face [this is putting
OR SHADES THE MIRROR YOU HAVE THE LUCKY BONE things backwards!] an' den
: when yo' git tuh de right bone,
de bone'll be so strong it would shade [pull a shade down over] de glass. Yo'
cxdn't even see. An' dey say dat would be de right bone. [St. Petersburg, Fla.,
(990), 1597:2.])
10088. You get a real black cat, jet black, and throw him in a pot of hot

yo
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water and let him stay there until the bones all come to pieces. You take all
the bones out then and put them in
BOIL A LIVE BLACK CAT - AFTER BONES DRY your mouth, one at a time, and when
DRAG EACH ONE ACROSS YOUR OPEN MOUTH you strike that bone, the lucky bone,
UNTIL YOU BECOME BLIND - THE LUCKY BONE you'll become blind. Then you have
struck the right bone. You carry that
for luck. [This is a tricky rite! After I draw each bone through my lips and
still see, what happens then? Are some black cats without lucky bones? Am I
supposed to continue in rotation or haphazardly redrawing the bones through my
lips ad infinitwn? 1Is this merely a folk trick? A practical joke?] [Hampton,
Va., 01d Point Comfort, Ediphone cyl.30.]
10089. De black cat bone, ah've always heard dat wus good. Ketch a black
cat about midnight in de night an' throw 'im in a hot pot of boilin' watah. An'’
yo' git befo' a mirrah an' yo' be-
BLACK CAT BONES YOU TEST IN MOUTH AT MIRROR gin fittin' de bones 'cross yore
MUST COME FROM CAT YOU CAUGHT AT MIDNIGHT mouth whilst lookin' in de mirrah;
an' when yo' git tuh de right bone,
den yo' vanish - yo' cain't see yo'self in de mirrah. Dat's de way ah've heard
it. [Memphis, Tenn., (1553), 2826:3.]
10090. See, jis' lak dis black cat
STAND BEFORE MIRROR RUBBING BONE ON FACE bone - yo' kin disappeah.
IF IT IS THE LUCKY BONE - YOU DISAPPEAR (How do you do that?)
Well, dey tell me yo' kin take dat
black cat bone an' yo' keep agoin'
till yo' git de right bone; an' when yo' git de right bone, yo' rub yore face on
it an' look in de glass [mirror] an' can't see yuhself, yo' disappear. Can't no
one else see yo'. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1044), 1694:9.]
10091. That fer stealin' also. Yo' take a black cat with notta white spot
on it. Yo' understand what I mean. Yo' take this black cat an' yo' have a hot
boilin' pot of water. Yo' put

BOIL A BLACK CAT TO PIECES ~ POUR OFF WATER this black cat in there. Cover
DASH BONES INTO COLD WATER - BEFORE A MIRROR him up, and let him cook all to
RUN EACH BONE BETWEEN YOUR TEETH UNTIL YOU pieces. After he cooks all to

DISAPPEAR - THIS IS LUCKY BONE - ALL IS YOURS pieces, then you take him out
and pour that water off of it.
Dash them bones in some cold water and take a looking glass, and put that stuff
before this looking glass. And take ev'y bone and pass it between yore teeth
and look in this glass. An' the bone that yo' pass between your teeth and yo'
can't see yourself in this glass, that's the right bone. Yo' can tote that bone
and do anything you wanta. [New Orleans, La., (850), 1317:2.]
10092. Dey ketch a black cat with not a spot on 'im an' put it in a pot, put
'im in a pot 'live an' boil 'im till all de meat, yo' know, drop off de bones.
An' den dey go to a runnin'
BOIL LIVE BLACK CAT - BONES INTO RUNNING WATER stream, a swift runnin' stream
BONE UPSTREAM AND BACK - IN MOUTH TO DISAPPEAR of water, an' dey say dey chunk
YOU CAN WALK UNSEEN INTO ANY BANK AND ROB IT dem - pitch dose bones [into the
water]. An' dey say de one, yo'
know, dat comes back down de stream - not go up it - de one dat come back down de
stream, turns an' comes back down de stream or runs back against de water, say
dat's de one. Yo' kin put it in yuh mouth an' yo' disappears. Say yo' kin go
[unseen] into banks [and rob them]. [Waycross, Ga., (1141), 1856:13.]
10093. Put a black cat in boiling water while he is alive and keep him there,
and when the meat comes off, you take the bones and stand before a mirror. And
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put them bones through your lips, yes, one at a time, and when you can't see your-

self in the mirror, that is the
BOIL LIVE BLACK CAT - BEFORE MIRROR RUN BONES right one, the black cat lucky
THROUGH YOUR LIPS UNTIL YOU DISAPPEAR - IF WHILE bone. All black cats have it.
GAMBLING YOU ARE LOSING AND WANT TO LEAVE - PASS If you are gambling or anything
BONE THROUGH LIPS - YOU DISAPPEAR AND GO UNSEEN and losing and want to leave,

if you run a black cat lucky
bone through your lips, suck it, out you go and they can't see you. [New York
City, (5), by Ediphone.]

10094. Cats? Dey took one of 'em an' throwed 'em on de inside of a pot of
hot boilin' watah, an' aftah - ah mean, aftah dis cat done boiled tuh pieces,

yo' undahstan', dere'll be two bones
2 BONES WILL SWIM TO TOP OF BLACK CAT POT whut swims upon de top of de watah.
RIGHT BONE MAKES YOU VANISH FROM A MIRROR Yo' see, in de pot. Well, now yo'
take dose two bones an' yo' carries
dem befo' de mirrah, an' yo' looks intuh de mirrah. An' de one derein dat chew
could see yuhself in de glass, well dat, it not de bone. But de one where yo'
cannot see yuhself intuh de glass, dat will be de one yuh want. Yo' cannot see
yuhself., Well, all right, [that is] sellin' yuhself [to the devil]. [Could
there be concealed here a forgotten cateh or trap? Originally did you have the
choice of either bone? If you failed with the first one, you had to start all
over again, possibly meaning ad infinitwn.] [Charleston, S. Car., (499), 543:4.]
10095. Dey take de cat an'
AFTER YOU HAVE FOUND LUCKY BONE BY DISAPPEARING boil it till all de bomnes
FROM MIRROR - PUT CROSS MARK ON IT -~ WRAP IN RED come apart, an' yo' take an'
FLANNEL - SELLING BONE NOT PART OF ORIGINAL RITES git dat 1il' bonme. An' yo'
take an' cross it an' wrap
it up in flannel. An' dey take dat bone an' sell it tuh somebody, an' whatsom-
evah dey got intuh...

[Here I turn off machine not expecting much, then start it again.]

(You say the person who buys this bone puts it in a red flannel bag. Then
what do they do?)

He takes it an' - lak if de law gits aftah dem or sompin lak dat, he takes dat
bone an' gits befo' a mirror; an' rubs it cross his teeth an' goes on off 'bout
his business. An' walk all roun' de law an' dey don' seem tuh know 'im or don'
bothah 'em [him]. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1414), 2545:12.]

10096. I heard one fellow tell that too. As near as I can recall what he
said. You take a black cat at twelve o'clock at night, boil the cat in hot water

until the flesh is boiled away
MITINIGHT - BOIL BLACK CAT - FIRST BONE TO FLOAT from the bones. The first bone

SAY INCANTATION - KEEP BONE IN MOUTH CERTAIN that floats up to the top of
LENGTH OF TIME - TIE STRING ABOUT BONE - TIE the water, you say certain
ABOUT NECK - KEEP HIDDEN - HAVE SOLD SELF TO words - I don't remember the

DEVIL - WORK MIRACLES - WISHES - GAMBLING LUCK words. You tie a string to the
bone and keep the bone in your

mrath a certain length of time. Then tie that string around your neck with the
bone hanging to it. That puts the person in the power of what they call...in
other words he sells himself to the devil., He can work wonderful miracles. BHe
can do anything he wishes. It gives luck in gambling, too. [Fredericksburg,
¥a., by Ediphone, 62.]

10097. Now, ef ah wanted tuh sell mahself tuh de devil, so ah kin be a hoodoo
am' do all kinds of tricks, ah would go tuh de fo'ks of de road at twelwe 'clock
& night - on a Sat'day night. An' dere [at forks] ah'd stay an' learn dese
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tricks an' git a black cat
TO SELL SELF TO DEVIL - BE A HOODOO - DO...TRICKS bone. Boil de black cat
GET BLACK CAT BONE - GO TO FORKS OF ROAD MIDNIGHT chew undahstan', an' git
SATURDAY NIGHT - BOIL CAT - TAKE BONES - PASS THEM 'is bone. An' when ah see
THROUGH MOUTH BEFORE MIRROR UNTIL GLASS TURNS DARK dat bone through a looking
AH'D DO WHUT DAT BONE TELL ME...AH KIN DO ANYTHIN' glass until ah turns dark,
ah git dat bone in dere.
An' ah'd do whut dat bone tell me to. An' ah kin do anythin' ah wanta do, an'
go anywhere ah wanta go.
(What do you mean about turning dark in the glass?)
When yo' see yuh got a certain bone an' yo' pull it through yore mouth, dat
glass turn dahk, yo' undahstan'. Makes 'im know dat he's got de right bone.
(Makes what turn dark, the man?)
De glass will turn dahk [everything disappears!]. [Mobile, Ala., (667),

878:6.]
10098. All right, yo' ketch a black cat an' yo' put 'im in a boilin' pot a
watah, an' yo' - till dat flesh cook off 'im. Cook 'im while he alive. Git

chew a lookin' glass an'
AFTER BOILING LIVE BLACK CAT TAKE BONES AND MIRROR all dem bones, an' go tuh a
TO RUNNING WATER - PASS BONES THROUGH LIPS - YOU runnin' stream a watah. An'
WILL DISAPPEAR FROM GLASS ON REACHING RIGHT BONE put all dem bones cross yuh

mouth, an' de bone yo' fail
tuh see in dat glass - lak yo' lookin' at me - dat's de bone yo' keep. Well, yo'
take dat bone an' yo' supposed tuh go - ah supposed tuh take dat bone an' come
in here, an' do anything ah wanta an' yo' couldn't see me. Yo' see, yo' can't
see me. It a spirit, spiritualist, yo' see. Yo' can't see me long as ah got
dat bone in mah mouth.

(But you have to go down to running water?)

Runnin' watah.

(And hold that glass in front of you?)

Yes, sir. An' yo' see, an' throw dem bones - float all dem bones in dat run-
nin' watah. An' yo' throw dem bones in dere an' de one dat float back tuh yuh,
yo' git dat. An' den yo' take it an' put it in yore mouth, an' look in de glass;
an' if yo' can't see yuhself, dat's de bone.

(I see. That's checking up, in the looking glass.) [Vicksburg, Miss., (725),
994:2, ]

10099. Dat black cat by de watah's got tuh be at twelve 'clock at night. An'
if dey ain't good, dey can't stay dere. Cain't stay dere. Ain't no way fer yuh

tuh stay dere. Yuh take dat

INFORMANT SAYS THROWING BLACK CAT BONES INTO black cat bone. Yuh take dat
RUNNING WATER IS A MISTAKE - LIFT BONES FROM black cat an' yuh boil all de
POT AND WASH THEM OFF IN CLEAR WATER - LAY meat off 'is bone. Dey says

EACH BONE IN MOUTH - ONE BY ONE - ON REACHING yuh goes tuh a runnin' stream
RIGHT BONE...GOIN' TUH TURN YUH BLIND AS A BAT of watah an' put dat cat bones
in dat place an' do dat business.

Well, ah believe dat's a mistake. Dat's mah belief. But chew take dat black cat
bone an' yo' boil dat black cat down, an' when all de meat fall off de bone, yo'
take dat black cat up [from the pot] an' yo' wash dem bones off wit cleah watah.
Aftah yuh wash dem bones off in cleah watah, yuh take evah bone, evah bone dat
was in de cat, an' put 'em in yore mouth. An' de right bone is goin' tuh turn
yuh blind as a bat. Dat's de bone.

(That's the bone you use.) [Jacksonville, Fla., (592), 763:7.]

10100. Now, dis is not mah personal experience. Dey take a black cat down by
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a stream of runnin' watah an' a pot, piece of glass an' so forth. An' put de cat
in dis pot full of watah. Aftah yo' build a fire an' de watah begin gittin' warm,
put dis cat in dere an' have
TAKE A BLACK CAT - POT - PIECE OF GLASS TO RUNNING a top on it. Now, yo' must
WATER - BOIL THE CAT - LOOKING THROUGH THE GLASS hol' dis cat in a certain
BITE MEAT OFF EACH BONE - WHEN YOU REACH RIGHT way an' slip 'im in dis pot,
BONE GLASS WILL DISAPPEAR BEFORE YOUR EYES - THEN an' git dat 1lid down befo'
YOU DO SOMETHING ELSE UNKNOWN TO INFORMANT - WHICH he hollahs as yo' do dat.

PERMITS YOU TO SLIP OUT OF YOUR HIDE - THIS IS An' den let 'im boil den
WHAT A WITCH DOES TO SLIP OUT OF HER SKIN - SUCH until he's thoroughly [done]
INVISIBILITY MEANS WHUT CHEW CALL...WITCHCRAFT an' de meat absolutely

floatin' aroun' in de pot.
Den yo' take dat glass an' look through it [it is a piece of glass and not a
mirror] an' jis' take up each bone in dere an' bite it. Bite de meat offa it
until yo' come tuh de right bone. An' yo' git dat bone an' de glass will dis-
appeah from befo' yuh. Then yo' take...

(Then you get the right bone. How do you know it's the right bone?)

Well, at de disappearance of de glass.

Den yo' take dat bone an' do certain articles wit it. Ah don' know jis'
zac'ly what dat is. An' it will enable yo' tuh become in de knowledge of how
tuh slip out of dere hide. [I turn off machine too soon.]

(Whom do you say does this? Do the witches do this?)

Yes, den dey become de witch when dey become so dat dey kin slip outa dere
hide. An' yo' can't ketch 'em. Yo' know what ah mean.

(You can catch them?)

Yo' know what ah mean. Lak if he'd kill somebody out dere. He come in de
store an' steal somepin or othah lak dat. Yo' can't run 'im down an' ketch 'im.
Yo law kin ketch 'im. If dey ketch 'im an' put 'im in jail - dey locks 'im up
in dere - an' den walk down de street an' he's standin' aside of 'im pattin' 'im
an de shouldah. Walk along an' say "Hello" all dose kinda things. Now dat's
what chew call tuh mah knowledge witchcraft. [Washington, D.C., (62la), 794:3.]

10101. But you have tuh git a bone from a black cat. Well, yo' take a black
cat an' yo' have a pot wit a 1lid on it. Air-tight [it] so dey can't knock it

off. But de process dat chew
IF YOU ARE BOILING BLACK CAT IN POT WITH LID go through in dat is tuh - all
TO KEEP ANIMAL IN - ALL SORTS OF WILD CREATURES kinda evil things comes tuh
APPFPAR - EVEN SNAKES - TRYING TO HARM YOU - BY yuh. Yo' takes dat cat an'

FEDURING TEST - BONES WILL SEPARATE IN PILE yo' put 'im in dere alive an'
DRAIN THEM - HOLD BONES LOOSELY IN HAND IN den yo' shut dat 1lid back. If
BOENING WATER - ONE THAT TRIES TO GET AWAY AND yo' kin stand it, stand all
BOES AND FLOATS UPSTREAM - THIS IS LUCKY BONE dose diff'ren' things - snakes
XEEP MDIST [FEED IT] WITH HEARTS PERFUME - PUT all kinda wild things comes up
Y8 MOUTH TO BECOME INVISIBLE - THOUGH UNSEEN in fronta yo' an' tries tuh
PHIWLE CAN HEAR YOUR VOICE - KEEP MOUTH SHUT hahm yuh; if yo' kin stan' dat

an' go through wit it. An'

afeah dat, aftah it boils out all de bones an' evahthing is sep'rate dere, yo'
take dat stuff an' yo' drain it off. An' yo' take dose bones in some watah an’
Bole dem in yuh han' lak dat. Git tuh a stream of watah wheah de watah is run-
mim' all de time an' hole dose bones in it. An' de bone dat try tuh git away
fyom yuh de most, de one dat goes up de stream, yo' best go an' git dat.

(You just hold these bones in your open hand and it's the one that tries to
get away from you.)

Den yo' take dat one dat is tryin' tuh git away from yuh. An' take de simple
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bone, jis' take it somewheah an' dry it off, an' jis' keep it moisted with Hearts
Perfume. An' if yo' wan' tuh keep dat bone - an' if yo' wanta go any place an'
don' wan' anybody tuh see yuh, as invisible, yo' put dat in yuh mouth. Yo' gotta
keep yuh mouth shut. An' yo' go in dere an' nobody kin see yuh, but dey kin heah
yuh talk. [St. Petersburg, Fla., (1025), 1659:5.]

10102. Yo' take a live black cat an' tie 'im, an' put 'im intuh a large pot

what have a covah - live. An' yo' boils 'im alive. Yo' kill 'em [by boiling].
Co'se dat's jis' de same as goin' tuh
HOLD TESTING MIRROR BETWEEN YOUR LEGS de crossroads. When yo' boil 'em, yo'
boil 'im so's [so he's] right off de
bones - meat comes right off de bone. Yo' git a mirrah, yo' know a small mirrah
an' yo' put it right between yuh two laigs. An' yo' takes evah one of dem bones,
one by one, an' pass it through yuh teeth. An' de one dat yo' passes through yuh
teeth lak dat an' yo' cain't see yuhself, dat's de one dat yo' want. Dat de
bone dat yo' keep, see. Dat's fo' yuh appearance an' disappearance. [Charleston,
S. Car., (514, Doctor Glover), 599:3.]

10103. Yo' git chew a black cat an' takes 'im - ah done done dat. Yo' takes
yo' a black cat at twelve a'clock in de night. Don' chew kill 'im. Let someone
else do dat. [This is rare.] Let someone else kill 'im. Don' chew kill 'im,
undahstan', but dat chew git 'im. An' take 'im twelve a'clock in de night an'
put 'im on in some kinda ole pot or somepin an' boil 'im. Aftah yo' git 'im
boiled, den yo' take 'im up. Dere's 52 bones in 'im [one bone for each card in
a deck of playing cards]. An' outa dem 52 dere ain't but three yo' takes out.

Yo' take dis bone chere.

YOU GET BLACK CAT BUT LET SOMEONE ELSE KILL HIM [This man must have brought
AT MIDNIGHT - THEN YOU TAKE HIM OUT OF THE POT a cat with him! A black

HE HAS 52 BONES - ONE FOR EACH CARD IN THE DECK one?]

BUT YOU SELECT ONLY 3 BONES - AN UNHOLY TRINITY! (You take the left. Front
BEGIN WITH ELBOW TO SHOULDER OF FRONT LEFT LEG paw or the back one?)
SECOND BONE IS BACK LEFT LEG FROM KNEE TO ANKLE De left front.

CHOOSE A LEFT RIB FOR THIRD BONE - FIRST BONE [Demonstration continues. ]
WRAP TWICE WITH NEW BLACK THREAD - TIE - SAYING (From the elbow up to the
NO TRAMP! NO TRAMP! NO TRAMP! YOU ARE READY TO shoulder.)

PROCEED AGAINST A TRESSPASSER IF YOU ARE A FARMER Yo' takes dat now. An' yo'
HOLD CAT BONE ON GROUND IN LEFT HAND - WITH RIGHT takes from 'is knee on de
HAND OVER HEART SAY: LORD, DE MOS' HEAVENLY FATHAH back - down.

DIS IS MAH UNDAHTAKIN', WHUT COME BEFO' DE DEVIL (From the knee down to the
DAT CHEW KIN TAKE IT OFF - TURN BONE ON GROUND ankle.)

AWAY FROM YOU - THE OTHER TWO BONES CAN BE USED Dat's right. An' takes
THIS ELBOW BONE DAT'S DE HIGHEST "JOMOO" DERE IS out one of de ribs - take

out de left rib. Take hit

out. An' anybody troublin' yo' lak yo' a farmah, bothah yo' wit chure stuff,
well yo' take dat an' take dat lef' rib an' git chew a black spool of thread an'
tie it. Jis' go roun' dit twice an' say lak dis: "No tramp! No tramp! No tramp."
An' tie it. Yo' done say whilst yuh turnin' it yo' undahstan', turnin' it 'way
from yuh. It don' come tuh yuh no time, no sir. '"No tramp! No tramp! No tramp!"
Now, ah'm fixed [ready to proceed]. Put chure han' down jis' anywhere yo' wanta
lay it down, a