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Planet Ages

The ages of the past, between the successive catastrophes, are called in
many diverse sources “sun ages.” I have tried to show why this designation
is meaningful. !l But the ancients also maintained that the successive ages
were initiated by planets: Moon, Saturn, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Mars.
Therefore the sun-ages could also have been called planet ages.

Hesiod ascribed the Golden age to the time when the planet Saturn was

ruling, and the Silver and Iron ages to the time of the planet Jupiter.@ The
same concept is found in Vergil, who says that “before Jove’s day [i.e., in
the Golden age when Saturn reigned] no tillers subdued the land—even to

mark the field or divide it with bounds was unlawful.”)

The idea that the Earth was under the sway of different planets at different
ages is also the teaching of the Pythagoreans, the Magi, Gnostic sects and
other secret societies.

In numerous astrological texts the same concept is repeated, that seven
millennia were dominated by seven planets, one after the other.&)

The worshipers of the devil, the Syrian sect of the Yezidis, believed that
seven thousand years had passed since the Deluge; at the end of every
millennium one of the seven planet-gods descends on the earth, establishes

a new order and new laws, and then retreats to his place.@

An identical tradition is found in the writings of Julius Africanus: the ages
of the ancestors passed under the government of the planets, each in its

turn.©) Also according to the Ethiopian text of the First Book of Enoch, the
seven world-ages were each dominated by one planet.fl)

The gnostic sect of the Mandaeans taught in its holy book Sidra Rabba that
the history of mankind is composed of seven epochs, that these epochs
were terminated by catastrophes, and that one of the planets ruled in each

epoch.@

The length of the ages in the Sidra Rabba is made very long, but the
concept is, nevertheless, common to many ancient creeds.
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