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The Worship of the Moon

Because of its size and also because of the events which accompanied the
first appearance of the Moon, many ancient peoples regarded the Moon as
the chief of the two luminaries. “The sun was of smaller importance than

the moon in the eyes of the Babylonian astrologers.” @

The Assyrians and the Chaldeans referred to the time of the Moon-god as
the oldest period in the memory of the people: before other planetary gods
came to dominate the world ages, the Moon was the supreme deity. Such

references are found in the inscriptions of Sargon II (ca. -720)2) and

Nabonidus (ca. -550).@ The Babylonian Sin—the Moon—was a very
ancient deity: Mount Sinai owes its name to Sin.

The Moon, appearing as a body larger than the Sun, was endowed by the
imagination of the peoples with a masculine role, while the Sun was
assigned a feminine role. Many languages reserved a masculine name for

the Moon.) It was probably when the Moon was removed to a greater
distance from the earth and became smaller to observers on the earth, that
another name, usually feminine, came to designate the Moon in most

languages.@
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. Yoreach in Hebrew, Sin in Assyrian, der Mond in German, Mesiatz in

Russian, and so on.

.Levana in Hebrew, Luna in Latin and several of the Romance

languages, as well as Russian, and so on. [Macrobius (Saturnalia
VIII. 3) quotes Philochorus as having said that “men offer sacrifices
to the moon dressed as women and women dressed as men, because
the moon is thought to be both male and female.” (Transl. by P.
Davies)].
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