“Star of the Sun”

Saturn is not a conspicuous planet in the sky. Were it not for its sluggish
movement, an unaided eye would hardly distinguish it from the
surrounding stars. In many ancient sources Saturn is called “sun.” The
usual name for Saturn in Chaldean astronomy was Alap-Shamas, meaning

“Star of the Sun.” (! Diodorus of Sicily reported that the Chaldeans called
Cronos (Saturn) by the name Helios, or the sun, and he explained that this

was because Saturn was the most conspicuous of the planets;@ Hyginus

also wrote that Saturn was called “Sol.” ) In the Babylonian astrological
texts the word Shamash (Sun) was used to designate Saturn: “We learn
from the notes written by the astrologers that by the word ‘sun’ we must

understand the ‘star of the sun,’ i.e., Saturn.” (4) Ninib was the Babylonian
name for Saturn: “Ninib in various places is said to shine like the sun.” He

was known as UT-GAL-LU, the “great sun of storms.” ©) The Greeks used
to call Saturn Phaenon, ‘“‘the shining one.” (©)

If Saturn was always as inconspicuous as it is at present, what could have
caused the races of antiquity, as if by common consent, to give to Saturn
the appellative “sun” or “the shining one” ? “The astrologers certainly must
have found it increasingly contrary to reason to associate the star that gives

us light and life with one of the palest, and the slowest of the planets.” @

The folk etymology of the Hebrews explained the name Khima as meaning
“about a hundred (ke 'me-ah) stars.” @)

The Bhagavat Gita contains the following description of a deity: “If the
radiance of a thousand suns were to burst at once into the sky, that would

be like the splendor of the mighty one . . . the shatterer of worlds.” o)

All that we have considered up to now indicates that Saturn once exploded
in a nova-like burst of light. The date of this event I would be hard-put to
specify, even approximately, but possibly it took place about ten thousand
years ago. The solar system and reaches beyond it were illuminated by the
exploded star, and in a matter of a week the Earth was enveloped in waters
of Saturnian origin.
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