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Saturn and the Deluge

Following the rabbinical sources which declare that the Deluge was caused
by two comets ejected by the planet Khima, and our interpretation of the
planet Khima as Saturn, we begin to understand the astrological texts, such
as certain passages in the Tetrabiblos of Ptolemy, which attribute to the

planet Saturn floods and all catastrophes caused by high water.

The planet’s presence in Aquarius especially brought expectations of heavy
rains and ﬂooding@ as is attested, among others, by the first-century
Roman author Lucan.G Many of the ancient astrologers were in agreement
on this point.(i) In a work entitled Speculum astrologiae, Junctinus ascribes

inundations to the action of Saturn’s comets.>) Cuneiform texts contain
prophecies of a deluge taking place when a comet assumes a direction with

its head towards the Earth.(&)

Philosophers of antiquity who were not astrologers also expressed their
belief that Saturn is in some way related to moisture—among them the pre-

Socratics Philolaus and Philodemus,”” and, somewhat later, Plato.) The
elder Pliny wrote in his Natural History that it is well known that heavy
rains follow transitions of Saturn.?) Servius asserted that “Saturn is a god
of rains . . . . When in the sign of Capricorn, he causes very heavy rains,
especially in Italy” (10) and again: “Saturn is the god of all that is humid
and cold.” ) Proclus recorded the beliefs of the Pythagoreans: “Again, in
the heavens, Ares is fire, Jupiter air, Kronos water.” (12) Nonnos referred to
“ancient Kronos, heavy-kneed, pouring rain.” Ll Hippolytus wrote of the

beliefs of a member of the Peratae sect: “But water, he says, is destruction;
nor did the world, he says, perish by any other thing quicker than by water.

Water, however . . . they assert (it to be) Cronus.” (14) we recognize that the
astrological connection between Saturn and catastrophes created by high
water has a very ancient origin.

In the Chaldean story of the Deluge, as told by Berossos, Kronos (Saturn)
disclosed to the king Xisuthros that a universal flood would begin on the
15th of the month Dasios. Abydenos says: “Kronos announced to Sisithros

that a flood would pour from above.” Ao
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of the ocean (Agneya Purana, chapter 1V; cf. S. Shastri, The Flood
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woodcut published by Athanasius Kircher (China Illustrata
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that hovers over the waters of the Deluge. Cf. F. Maurice, Indian
Antiquities (London, 1800), Vol. II, opp. p. 352. The woodcut
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floated over the vast ocean, void of the sun and the moon. . . .”
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