Major CDC Study on Thimerosal Flawed 

Author Admits Findings Incorrect 

Dateline: 07/25/01

The author of a major study of the link 
between Vaccinations and Developmental 
Disorders which is widely quoted by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) has admitted that the 
study is inaccurate in its findings. Dr.  
Thomas Verstraeten, of the CDC’s 
National Immunization Program, is quoted 
as saying, “One thing is for sure, there is 
certainly under-ascertainment of all 
these [conditions] because some of the 
children are just not old enough to be 
diagnosed.” This was confirmed by a 
professor who has reviewed the 
research. He stated that there were too 
few children in the study to pick up all 
cases of autism.

The study in question has been widely 
quoted as evidence that Autism and 
other Pervasive Developmental Disorders 
are in no way linked to the vaccines 
which are routinely given to children 
around the world. Now it seems this 
conclusion is invalid and the true 
relationship has yet to be discovered.

Additionally, it appears that the CDC is 
now reversing its stand. According to the 
Sunday Times, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has 
found a “statistically significant” link between mercury in vaccines 
and developmental disorders, including Attention Deficit Disorder 
and speech and language delays. The CDC, however, still 
recommends vaccinations with thimerosal containing vaccines, 
saying there are safety measures in place to prevent overdoses of 
mercury.

Autism rates around the world are rising and the rise coincides with 
the availability of more vaccines containing mercury, a lowering of 
the age at which vaccines are given to babies and the introduction 
of the combined MMR vaccine, which does not contain mercury, 
but which has been linked to Autism by some researchers.

Now that the research quoted by the CDC and other governmental 
agencies has been found inadequate, and since there are research 
findings which suggest a link between mercury and developmental 
disorders, it is time to begin serious research into these issues. In 
addition, the link between the MMR vaccine and Autism should be 
explored further, since it appears to be associated in some way 
with the increased rates.

In spite of the dangers of mercury exposure in infants, the CDC 
continues to recommend that, “State and local immunization 
programs or private health care providers should use the vaccines 
available in their stock. All vaccines are safe and effective as 
stated by FDA.” Yet the American Academy of Pediatrics and other 
medical groups has called for the removal of mercury from all 
vaccines. Why then does the CDC continue to state that they 
should be used? While they say they are working cooperatively 
with vaccine manufacturers to implement a plan to reduce and 
eventually eliminate future purchases of thimerosal containing 
vaccines for federal programs, it appears that these moves may be 
too little, too late. While the government is, “working 
cooperatively,” with the manufacturers, more and more children 
are being exposed to potentially toxic levels of mercury and more 
and more families are having their lives destroyed by its effects.  
The time to act is now.

Congressman Dan Burton (R-Indiana) and others have called for 
the removal of all vaccines containing thimerosal. So far their 
words have fallen on deaf ears. Vaccines with excessive levels of 
mercury are still being routinely used and there is no clear end in 
sight. Until adequate research is done either proving or disproving 
the relationship between these vaccines and neurological damage, 
their use should be discontinued. Vaccines which do not contain 
thimerosal are available and their use should be mandated by the 
federal government.

