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George Frederick Kunz was born in New York on September 29, 1856 and throughout his lifetime became the first expert on the topic of Gemstones.
He studied their chemical composition and physical properties; the locations and mines where gems were first discovered, and rated quality of findings; the beliefs, mythology and folklore surrounding these treasures; the common uses of the gems; the jewellery, and settings which encased them for evermore and the pople who revered them from peasants to royalty.
Never before hd so many volumes and papers been written on the topic and never again has an author covered the so many interesting aspects of gemstones in such a broad scope.
 

 


George Frederick Kunz was educated at public schools and at the Cooper Institute in New York He began to lead mineral specimen gathering expeditions quite early in his career. When sufficient studies were made of these he donated them to colleges, and other institutes of learning. According to Appletons Encyclopaediaa of American Biography Vol. 3 1887 "Kunz was invited to fill the office of Gem expert to the firm of Tiffany & Co. N.Y." Another source indicates that Kunz was v.p. and gem expert "since 1879" this book being published in 1930. Apletons’ does note that in 1887 Kunz was the best known specialist on the subject in the U.S.
By 1930, Who’s Who in America Vol.16 has listed George frederick Kunz’s accomplishments as follows:

Spl.agt.US.Geol.Survey, 1883-1909
in charge dept.mines, Paris expn., 1889
Kimberley Expn., 1892
Chicago expn. 1893;
hon.spl. agt. of mines, Atlanta expn., 1895
Omaha Expn., 1898
on spt. investigation U.S. Fish Commn. on Pearls, 1892-98
hon. spl. agt. to Commr. Gen. U.S., Paris Expn., 1900
del. from U.S. Internat. Congress, Paris, 1900
radium commr. st. Louis Expn. 1904;
spl. agt. in charge of precious stones, 12th U.S. Census.
Officier d’Intruction Publliqe(France) 1889
Officer Legion of Honor (France)
Knight Order St. Olaf (Norwaay)
Officer of the rising sun (Japan)
Hon. mem. Chambre Syndicle Pierres Precieuses, Paris; 
research curator, precious sones, Am. museum of natural history
mem. Am. Museum of Safety(v.p.
New York Mineralogical Club (founder and past pres.)
museums of the peaceful arts (founder and pres.)
American Institute Mining Engineers (ex v.p.)
American Scenic and Historic Preservation Soc. (pres.)
N.Y. Acad. Sciences (ex pres.)
mem. North Am. Indian Memorial Commn.
Pres. Am. Metric Assn
hon. pres. New York Bird and Tree Club; 
pres. Joan of Arc Statue Com. of City of N.Y.
And following is a list of his writings:
Gems and Precious stones of North America
The book of the Pearl (with Charles H. Stevenson) 1908
The curious lore of Precious Stones 1913
E. Roty and his work 1914
Magic of Jewels 1915
Ivory and the Elephant 1915
Shakespeare and Precious stones 1916
The Ring (Reprinted as (Rings for the finger) 1917
Also over 400 papers on gems, minerals, meteorites, folklore etc. in magazines and reviews.We owe much of what is now readily available knowledge to the founding Research and writings of George Frederick Kunz. this web site with alll it’s subsequent references had to take this space to pay homage to George Frederick Kunz- the pioneer minerologist
He died on June 29, 1932, but he of course lives on, within the pages of poetic prose which relays his life’s work
	George Frederick Kunz 

(1856-1932) 
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G. F. Kunz examining a "kunzite" spodumene crystal from Pala, CA.
	George Frederick Kunz was a distinguished self-taught mineralogist who, for more than a half-century, was the gem expert for Tiffany and Company, New York.  Dr. Kunz joined the U.S. Geological Survey staff in 1883, and published gem reports for the United States through 1909.  Kunz was a prolific writer, and his descriptions of gem finds in California, especially those from the pegmatites of San Diego and Riverside Counties, popularized California as a gem state.  The gemstone kunzite, a variety of lilac colored spodumene, described from Pala, San Diego County, commemorates Kunz's contributions to California mineralogy.
http://www.socalgem.com/crystallus/biographia/george_frederick_kunz.htm 


	"Kunzite" is also one of the most popular characters in the internationally acclaimed Japanese anime series "Sailor Moon".


	Oddly enough, "Kunzite" is also one of the most popular characters in the internationally acclaimed Japanese anime series "Sailor Moon".  In the series, Kunzite faithfully serves as powerful general for Queen Beryl - ruler of the "Dark Kingdom".  The character Kunzite is portrayed as very calm, relaxed, confident, and a thorough thinker.  Needless to say, the animated Kunzite emulates the poetic disposition of the real Dr. Kunz - providing yet another facet to this intriguing mineralogist's legacy.
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Kunzite, from the Japanese anime series "Sailor Moon".  Courtesy AOL Time Warner.


	The New York Mineralogical Club was founded in 1886 by George F. Kunz, B. B. Chamberlin and Professor Daniel S. Martin.
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George Frederick Kunz
http://www.famousamericans.net/georgefrederickkunz/

KUNZ, George Frederick (koonts), mineralogist, born in New York city, 29 September, 1856. He was educated at public schools and at the Cooper institute in New York. His fondness for mineralogy early asserted itself, and he was led to make expeditions in search of specimens. When a sufficient variety was accumulated, he would dispose of them as collections to colleges and other institutions of learning. In connection with this work he became familiar with Generals, and was invited to fill the office of General expert to the firm of Tiffany and Co., New York. At present (1887) he is the best-known specialist on this subject in the United States, and matters of importance are submitted to his judgment from all parts of the country. He is a fellow of the American association for the advancement of science, and a member of the New York academy of science, and other scientific bodies. Mr. Kunz has contributed papers to scientific journals and to the popular magazines. He is a specialist on the staff of the "Century Dictionary," and is the author of "Reports on Gems" in the annual volumes of " Mineral Resources of the United States "(Washington, 1884-'7). He has now in preparation books on " Gems" and "Pearls." 
August 21, 1914. | [H. J. Res. 49.] 38 Stat., 777.    http://digital.library.okstate.edu/kappler/Vol4/html_files/v4p0037b.html
Joint Resolution For the appointment of George Frederick Kunz as a member of the North American Indian Memorial Commission.

	Margin Notes

	H. J. Res. 49
	George Frederick Kunz. 
Appointed on North American Indian Memorial Commission.


Page 37
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the vacancy in the commission for the erection of a memorial to the North American Indian, caused by the death of Robert C. Ogden, shall be filled by the appointment of George Frederick Kunz, of New York. 

Approved, August 21, 1914. 

The Story of Yogo-Gulch Sapphires
From Pig-Eye Basin to J.P. Morgan 

http://www.storystone.com/yogostory.html
	Back in 1895... Jake Hoover left his ranch in Pig-Eye Basin, Montana, on a short prospecting trip for gold. Instead of finding the yellow metal, he kept getting heavy blue pebbles in the botom of his gold pan. Jake packed them into a cigar box and sent them off to Tiffany and Co., where their gem expert, Dr. George Frederick Kunz, identified the stones as sapphires. A year later, Jim Ettien, a sheep herder, found the "mother lode" for these blue pebbles -- a seam of rock up in Yogo Gulch.

Kunz said these were some of the finest gems of any ever found in the United States. As buyer for Tiffany's and author of Gems and Precious Stones of North America, he was well qualified to make that claim. Kunz later obtained some large Yogo sapphires for the gem collection of J. P. Morgan.

But back to Montana. Several years before his sapphire find, Jake Hoover found a young man, who was "broke and hungry." Jake took him back to his ranch and more or less adopted him. The "Kid," who had a compulsion to sketch and draw, grew up to be Charles M. Russell, who immortalized that part of Montana in his art. Russell said that Jake had taught him most of what he knew about surviving on the frontier. 
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The Legend Lives On
	The stories of Jake, Jim, and Charlie are only the start to a wild and lengthy history of the sapphires from Yogo Gulch. If you want the whole story, which includes Queen Victoria and Kaiser Wilhelm, we're offering a great book on the history of Yogo Gulch Sapphires by Steve Voynick, who is both an excellent writer and bona-fide hard-rock miner. See the end of this page for details -- and how to get a free copy.

The history of Yogo Gulch sapphires is far from over, and we're proud to be a small part of the ongoing story, as you can be too. At the site of the original mine, a number of large corporations launched marketing visions that exceeded the realities of their mining engineers and the twists and turns of the sapphire-bearing rock. Their site is still producing gems from unprocessed rock found in previous mining operations. 
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Also producing gems is another site (discovered just over ten years ago) located where the wandering vein emerged from the slope of a steep hillside. Here, mining is being done by a team of practical Montana folks who are betting on hard work, careful bookkeeping, and steady growth. The photo, provided by them, shows underground operations. If you want sapphires that are really special, go for the blue pebbles from Yogo Gulch. You get so much more -- quality, value, and a place in history. Order your a couple of them today, even if you start with just one stone.

Book: Yogo: The Great American Sapphire: $12
When you own a Yogo sapphire, you own a piece of history, so you might as well know the whole story behind your stone and the mine it came from. This 215-page book by Steve Voynick tells the story in a way that makes it hard to put the book down. The old photographs help you get a better picture of the people and the times. Great reading! And when people ask about your sapphires, you'll be able to tell them the whole tale.
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CREDIT: The map is by Irvin Shope, from a brochure called "a one page history dedicated to the Old Timers." 
It was published by the Montana State Highway Department in 1937.
© 1996-2002 C. H. Gates. 
http://www.thesapphirestore.com/edu_sapphire.htm
Sapphires are the gem stone of the "Treasure State", Montana. It is the stone of Mercury and the September Birthstone. Sapphire is known as the celestial gemstone, the most sacred of the earth. The ancients believed that the earth's crust was an enormous sapphire and it's brilliance reflected into the sky at sunset. The coolness of a sapphire is said to extinguish fires. A sapphire was the guardian of innocence and symbolizes truth, sincerity, and faithfulness. It was also used to protect travelers and ward off illness. It brought peace, joy and wisdom to its owner. Sapphire was known as the stone of prosperity. In fact the engagement ring Prince Charles gave to Princess Diana was a Montana sapphire. 

The last decades of the 19th century were exciting times in the world of precious gemstones- but most American prospectors were totally gold-oriented. The man most responsible for compiling data on native gemstones was George Frederick Kunz. Kunz held the position as Gemologist with Tiffany & Company. Kunz recorded the date of discovery of sapphires in Montana as May 5, 1865. Sapphires were discovered on Rock Creek about 1892 according to Dr. Kunz. He wrote, "These sapphires seem to be exceedingly plentiful --at no known locality has there ever been found so great a variety of rich colors in corundum gems as here." The richness and variety of colors were unequaled--ruby, hot pinks, pinks, salmon, lavender, oranges, gold, yellow, yellow-brown, brown, blue, green and blue-green, etc. Other stones show two or three distinct shades of one color or more than one color in the same stone.
The first published mention of the existence of the Missouri River sapphires was made in 1873 when Dr. J. Laurence Smith wrote, "About a year ago, a quantity of rolled pebbles were sent to me from the territory of Montana. These pebbles were found on the Missouri River near its source. They are obtained from bars on the river, of which there are four or five within a few miles of each other, and about 16 miles from Helena." The Missouri River bars were the most encouraging source of precious gemstones yet discovered in the North American continent. They also lined sapphires with Montana, an enduring association of names.
The sapphire traditional standard of excellence is Kashmir Blue, but its range spans the spectrum from deep purples to rich pinks, all shades of green, dazzling yellows and glittery pink-orange padparadsha. In fact, the original rainbow bracelets were composed of all sapphires.
Jim Ettien, a sheepherder, is reported to have been the one to discover sapphires near Yogo Creek in central Montana. The story goes that on a dismal day in 1896, a bluish pebble at a gopher hole attracted the sheepherder. The despised gopher, in burrowing his home, had hinted at a treasure that has carried Montana's fame across the sea, as the Yogo sapphires are now among the finest gems in the world. There are Montana sapphires in the crown jewels of England, and when England's Prince Charles gave his lady Love, Princess Diana---a blue Montana sapphire as an engagement ring, the whole world suddenly went crazy over sapphire. Actually, sapphire has had a long and glittering history. The ancients believed sapphire was the gem of autumn (a September birthstone) and of the soul. In the 12th century, the bishop of Rome admired the sapphire and started the long history of the use of the gem in church regalia. It is the stone of the Bishops ring.
The remarkable feature of the sapphire is its hardness, next only to diamond. Diamond carries a hardness of 10, sapphire 9, ruby 9, alexandrite 8 ½, and other precious gems are softer. Because sapphire rates a nine on the Mohn scale of hardness, the durability of sapphire jewelry ensures that it can be treasured for generations.
Sapphire is of the mineral "corundum". Blood red corundum is called "ruby" and is extremely rare and the most valuable of all gemstones. All other gem quality corundum is called sapphire, and my be all colors of the spectrum, or may be clear or contain bands of tube like inclusions, giving "star" effect in cut or polished stones.
Most sapphires are heated at high temperatures to improve their color. Untreated sapphires (if certified as such) command a price premium that some have estimated to be 30 to 50 percent above treated sapphire.
Although color is of great importance in gems, with the exception of diamonds, no practical method of objective color determination is known. Color comparisons charts are a poor substitute because there is much room for subjective consideration. Choice of color must therefore be in the eyes of the beholder. A sapphire is a sapphire is a sapphire…. Whatever the color may be… so enjoy our Montana sapphire in its array of colors!!!
A genuine gemstone is never exactly like another. In the same parcel, from the same mine; there can be infinite variation in color and quality. When man steps in to create a gem out of the rough material, there can be countless differences in how and why he cuts one stone one way and another stone the same size in a different way.
Over 60 percent of the world's sapphires are in Montana. Do you have one? When you think Sapphires --- think Montana. When you think Montana---think sapphires and shop at the Sapphire Store!
