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TO 

. HIS. ROY:AL HIGHNESS 

THE.PRINCE .REGENT OF PORTUGAL, 

PRINCE OF BRAZIL, Ire. &c. 4kc. 

Sta, 

UNDER :the sanction of Your Royal Highness, I . per-
fOrmed the Travels in your dominions of Brazil, of which 

the following is a Narrative : in obedience to the command 
with which. Your Royal Highness honoured . me on my de
parture from Rio de Janeiro, I now submit it to the Public. 

. . 

· Ultbiassed either by partiality or prejudice, I have endea .. 
voured to give a clear and faithful relation of what I have 
seen. In describing the present state of Mining and Agricul
ture in your dominions, I have t-aken the liberty to suggest 
some improvements, which, in my humble opinion, would 
tend to increase the revenue of Your Royal Highness, and 
multiply the resources of the country. These are the princi-
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pal grounds on which I rest my hope, that the work, notwith
standing its imperfections, will be found not unworthy of 
being patronized by a Prince, whose happiness consists in pro
moting that of his subjects. 

On this occasion I· cannot but· express the deep regret I 
feel at the decease of that excellent member of Your Royal 
Highness's cabinet, the Conde.de LINHA:a.:r.s, whose goodness 
and greatness of mind encouraged every pursuit tending to 
the public advantage, with a zeal which true patriotism alone 
could inspire. Had he lived, I might have presumed on his 
receiving these pages with that kind and friendly partiality 
which ever distinguished his conduct towards me. Bereft of 
that Nobleman's protection, I stand unsupported before Your 
Royal Highness, to whose patronage I submit this work, as a 
testimonial of the high ·respect with which I have the honour, 
to be · 

Your Royal Highness's most obliged 

and most humble servant. 

JOHN MAWE. 
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TRAVELS, · &c. 

CHAP. I. 

Yo!Jtzge to Cadiz and tlumce to the Rio de la Plata.-Mi!fortunu at 
· Monte Video.-Character of the Inhabitant&.-Trade.-Geological 
· Remarks. 

' A TRAVELLER who ventures to present his Narrative to the 
. Public,. is geaerally encouraged by the conviction that it con
tains novel and interesting information. This is my case ; and I 
~g leave, before I begin my story, briefly to state the subject of 
it to the Reader, in order that he ·may perceive the grounds .on 
which it claims his attention. 

In the year 1804, I was induced to undertake a voyage of coin"!' 
mercial experiment, on a limited scale, to the Rio de Ia Plata. 
On my ar:rlval at Monte Vid~, the ship and cargo were seized ; 
I was thrown into prison, and afterwards sent into the interior, . 
where I was detained until the taking of that place by the British 
troops under Sir Samuel Auchmuty. I afterwards obtained leave 
to · accompany the army under General Whitelocke, which was 
sent against Buenos Ayres, and I rendered such ·se"ices to the 
expedition as my two years' residence in the country enabled me 
to perform. At the termination of that expedition, I went to Rio 
de Janeiro. A ·Jetter of in~rodu.ction to the Viceroy of Bt:Uil; 
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which was given me by the Portugueze ambassador at London, 
gained me the notice and protection of his brother, the Conde de 
Linhares, who had then just arrived with the rest of the Court, and 
who recommended me to the Prince Regent, as a person devoted 
to mineralogical pursuits, and desirous of exploring the ample 
field for investigatio.n. which. his rich. and ~xtensive territories pre-, 
sented. His Royal Highness was graciously pleased to further my 
views, not Of:lly by granting me letters to the public functionaries 
of the various places I wished to visit, but by ordering an escort of 
soldiers, and every other necessary provision for performing the 
journey. I had the more reason to be grateful for this munificent 
patronage, because I knew· that a decree existed prohibiting all 
foreigners from travelling in the interior of B~zil. aud that Q:O 

other F~lis~man had ever be.Pn such ~ under:taking with tbose 
indispensible requisites to its success, the permission and ~on 
of the Government. 

Obienrations, mad~ in the course of these Travem, on the 
country and on its inhabitants, :oonftitute the· main part · of the 
•olome DOW offered to the public. Whate¥er be tbei.. faults or th~r 
merits, the.Y relate to a subject at present extremely interesting, 
both in a political and a commercial point of view ; they profess 
to develope the physical resources of a colony which,. through 
-recent changes, is ~ikely to· become an t!mpire j and in part, to 
portray the character of a ·nation· Which :jg IK>W the most ancient~ 
and has ever been the most &ithfl11, a11y of G1·eat Britain. · . 

In the year before-me&tioned, punmant to my design of visiting 
t~ Rio de Ia Plata; I obtained His Majesty's licence to go thither 
in a vessel (my own property by a· bottomry-bond) under Spanish 
enloun, a precautiOR rendered necessary by 0\1r being at war with 
Frlnee, and by 'the hourly e:rpectatioo of a rnpmre with Spain. 
My licence was, strictly speaking~ a special one, " protecting all I 
" had on board the Spanish vessel, if, in case of a rupture 'vith 
." .. 8.paio, 8he lhould be taken by any -of ·our ships of ·wn•·, · priva• 
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v teent. ·&.c. · l sailed .on the first of Au~t 1804, aad .after a &it 
voyage arrived at Cadiz. · It there became necessary to conform to 
the oolooial regulations of the gov.emmeot, which require that all 
a.-t;icles of merchandize sent.to South America be landed and entered 
at .the. Custom-House; where, on payment .of a fee, . they receive the 
~ary' marks to ma~e them pasa for. produce or manufactures of 
the mother·country. During my stay in this port occurred that unfor
tunate capture of the homeward-bound . frigates by the British aqua. 
dron otf Cape Finisterre ; which, as may naturally be supposed~ 
rendered the ·situation of an Englishman in Cadiz extremely embar .. 
tuSiog. War aoob broke out betw.eeo the :two countries, and this
port was rigorously blockaded. In addition to the ills which befel 
me in consequence, I was near falling a victim to the plague which 
was then raging. and which swept away almost a fourth part of 
the inhabitants of Cadiz, of Gibraltar,. .and of other places in that 
region. The eifects of this awful scourge were visible in evtJI:y 
social circle ; almost in every family ; and perhaps the· despondency 
caused by witnessing them, contributed tO extend its fatal swa1• 
I still shudder to remember, that of a party of strangers, amount
ing to five (myself included), who took coffee togeth.er one Saturday 
evening in perfect health, I,. on the Monday-week following, .wu 
the sole survivor. The progress of the disorder was so rapid, that 
three of them died on the .fourth day. It would be tedious to 
detail the particulars of my own case; but a sh~rt account· of it 
will not perhaps be without its use to those who may, at any future 
time, be exposed to similar danger. 

The fil'Rt symptoms I felt were extreme lassitude, heaviness, 
and tremor, accompanied with a considerable degree of fever, 
which I .6rst observed while on -~Y way to dine with a friend. 
I . returned to my lodgings and took a grain of calomel, as had 
been my daily custom for some time. This precaution bad been 
suggested to we by a skilful chemist in London, who furnished me 
1vith a quantity of t~at n:tedicine, to be regularly taken whenever 
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I wa& exposed to contagion of any kind. Believing~ however, that' 
tny complaint 1Va& only a bad cold, I took some tea and retired to 
bed, but passed a restless night. In· the morning while 'at break
fast, .among the Spanish family with whom I lodged, my appear
anCe, and avenion to food, excited the apprehensions of the lady 
of the house, a humane and (to use an expressive family-phrase) 
a .motherly woman, who assured me that ·I had the plague. U ....
will~rig tO'believe her, though continually growing worse, I increased 
my dos,e of calomel and took tea very copiously. In the afternoon, 
ef the d~y following I wrote to the worthy Mr. DuW, the coniul
general, requesting him to send Dr. Fife, an English physician; 
who; on· visiting me, confirmed what my hostess bad said, adding 
however that the symptoms were favourable. He prescribed no 
medicines, but ordered me to take tamarinds and hot mint tea at 
intervals ·in ·large quantities. After a third restless nigbi, I foun<1 
my. pulse was above 130, and the fourth day brought the crisis of 
~y dison;ler. At night I was suddenly seized with extreme sick-: 
D~ which lasted the longer, by reason of the great quantities of 
liquid I bad taken; a profuse penpiration ensued, and did not 
allate until I was reduced from a robust habit of body to a state 
ef extreme .mea~ and . debility. I now recovered rapidly,, 
and: in six days was enabled to visit my friends. Dr. Fife assured 
me that the favourable turn of my illness was owing to the calomel 
I . had. previously taken, and added, that if I had doubled the· 
dCJBe. on the first appearance of the symptoms, there would, pro
bably, have been no occasion for his attendance. 
1 War being now formally declared, the port of Cadiz was 
blockaded with greater rigour than ever, and I had many difti
culties to encounter in preparing to continue my voyage. 1"he ill 
conduct of my captain threw additional· obstacles. in my way, 
and gave me doubts respecting his character and experience, which 
in the sequel proved but too well-founded. At length the cargo; 
having passed the Custom-House conformably to the understood 
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tonditi~s, was safely embarked, and· in the 'latter end of ·March 
1805 we .sailed. ·Our ere-w consisted wholly of Genoese and Ca .. 
taJans,' with the exception or the pilot; a Biscayan,- and one good' 
Portuguese sailor. As might naturally be expected, we were ·de
tained by one of the blockading squadron, the Amphion, an officer 
belonging to which, accompanied me to the Admiral, Sir John 
Orde, who, after examining my papers, .treated me with ·every 
dvility,. and gave me a certificate directing all ships of war, &c.
of his squadron not to molest us, but to render us, if necessar1, 
all the assistance in their power. This protection was of ~tervice 
to us snme days afterwards, .when we were boarded by the Mer.
eury frigate, but, on exhibition of our documents, immediately per
mitted to ·proceed. On another .occasion, however, it availed us 
but -little; we were detained by a cutter privateer from Guernsey; 
!banned by a set of ruffians, whose captain, after occupying me for 
two hour& with his insults and menaces, at length suWered me to 
pursue my voyage. It is scarcely necessary to advert to another 
detention within four leagues of Santa Cruz in Teneriffe, by the 
Tartar logger, also from Guernsey, · unless for the sake of contrast
ing the ·handsome treatment I experienced from its commander; 
with the brutal conduct of the other Guernsey-man . . 

We touched at Santa Cruz solely for the purpose of t · king in 
water, having sailed. from Cadiz with a strong· Levant or easterly 
wind, which, as it was a rare advantage, did not allow us time to 
lay in a stock for the voyage. During our short stay here, I was 
permitted, after undergoing an examination, to collect some geolo
gical specimens ; they were all of the volcanic species, intermixed 
with olivin and augite. 

Continuing our coul'&e to the southwards, we had for some days 
a strong trade wind, but were afterwards exposed to a succession 
of those calms which frequently prevail between the 7th and 2d 
degrees of latitude north of the line • . · The tediousneu of these 
delays was in some degree diverted by immense shoals of bonitos, 
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albicola, and ftyiog-fish ; numbers of .the latter frequently darted 
against our sails and fell on board ; they aft"orded excellent. .eating. 
The quautity of bonitos we caught filled all our empty barrels, and 
as our ballast was ealt, we easily prese"ed them. Their fiesh 
being coarse and dry, cannot be relished without good sauce, and 
for this reason we threw away all except the choice parts. Our 
attention was constantly engaged by the numbers of these lively 
fish swimming aad d811ing in all directions, and by the eiforts oE 
the poor defenceless flying.Jiah to avojd them. 'J'he latter, leaping 
out of the water for safety, .frequently feU into their punaen• 
mouths. which were ever erect and open to receive their prey. 
At night the vivid phosphoresceat appearance of these countless 
lhoals, ever in quick motion, bore a near resemblance to that of 
a fire-brand whirled violently ab()ut. They attended our eou~ for 
twelve or fourteen days, and at length forsook us, much to our 
regret, as they had so long constituted our sole amusement. 

Wearied and exhausted by frequent calms under a vertical sun, 
we were at length relieved by a breeze; and crossing the line at lon· 
gitude iS~ W. bad a favourable passage to the mouth of the great 
river Plata, our entrance into which we were enabled to judge 
from the muddy colour of the water and from numerous flights of 
sea-birds, long before we saw land. 

Our passage was if!~peded by a strong south-west gale, in these 
parts called a Pampero, which blw for several days, and obliged us 
to Jay the vessel to during the whole time; we shipped so much 
water that our boats were hourly in danger of being washed away, 
and, owing to the stupid carelessness of a Genoes~ sailor, our cabin 
was at one time half-filled. The gale at length ceased ; a breeao 
1prung up to the eastward, and we made all possible sail : after run
ning a south-west course for two days, we found soundings at thirty
five (athoms water, and on the second day following at noon, saw the 
high laud of Maldonado at a distance of about nine leagues. and thQ 
Isle of Loboa four or five leagues ahead. Passing through the cha&-: . . 
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tael which divides them, we encountered a trtrbng bteeire, a~d soon 
afterward& tboncl OUne}yes in a very critieal Situation· ; a dark night, 8 
bea't'y and . increasing gale of wind, the violent uoeertain enJTent. 
of the river, the English bank to the south, and the Isle of Florea 
to the west-nc;lrtb-weet. The captain knew nothing of the navi. 
gation, and I was obliged to command instead of advising. I 
caused the vessel to be laid to, under the smallest and moat 
manageable sail possible; kept the lead continually going and 
wore the veuel every two hours. The night was ·one of the most 
dreadful I ever witnesaed ·; the ·tOOOD was over-cast by heavy black 
c:k>ude pouring torrents of rain, accompanied with tem"ble Jigbtoiog 
and loud thunder ; the waves, owing to the shallowness of the 
watet {seftn and eight fath01D8),- appeared like bteaken. .At day• 
light our prospect was not much bettered ; a dense fog 'hindered aa 
from eeeing at all beyond the -vessel, ·and· the contUet of the winti 
with the current rendered the waves still more boisterous. In the 
course of the morning the thunder moderated, bot the stormy rain 
continued; no. object was distinctly visible; hidden rocks and 
&and-banks lay on each side of us; and we were approaching a 
dtannel not a mile wide, rendered more funrudable by a strong 
and ever-sbitl:ing current. In coneeqtaence of incessant exertion .I 
was in a most ·exhausted state~ but the eaptaia and crew were 
incapable of affording me a moment's respite ·; danger seemed to 
have deprived thein of their reasdn, and the.1 looked on all that 
passed with a fearful and· senseless apathy. I had often had occa. 
sioft to observe the intrepid constancy and activity of British 
seamen in similar emergencies, and I could not but be struck with. 
the contrast. We shipped several heavy seas which had the 
appearanee of broken-water, and hence it again became necessary 
to keep the lead continually going. At eletten A. M., on finding 
that we shoaled our water extremely fast, being already -in four 
filthom and over very hard ground, I was convinced that we JVere 
at the head ofthe English bank, and therefbre·immediately wore oa 

Digitized byGoogle 



( . ) 
the other- tack ·toward·: tbe island of Flores .. ·· The fOg prevented· ua 
hom taking a meridional observation; but at throe P.M. it cleared; 
and to our gno.at joy we saw Monte Video before us ati four Jeaguei 
distance. ·Our seamen. now took heartt and began to be· more 
expert; we made all sail, but, the wind gradually declining, aod 
a strong curreDt setting· direcdy from the harbour, we were oblise«f 
in the evening to let· go our .anchor about two leagues outside the 
port. · Night aet.in·,, accompanied by heavy gusts of, .wind, which 
required me to be, C01f8tantly· upon. deck; as Spanish aeumen know 
aothing that beJongs· to· an 81lchor-wateh, and .heartily grudge the 
care and .. Jabour t~t it. demands.: -Hence: tltey ·.did. ·.not fail to 
bestOw ill-natured: •eers: and gibaJ tlO ·me . and ·my nation· for the 
trollb1e. I caused them, in• cslling them ·UR to let go another aodaor• 
little reftec.ting .that had.it·not been ~y e~ they ·left the deck, we 
shoald in ·an probabUity have .been wreeked.. A.n~ther twenty-four 
houn of unfavourable wea.thor ensued, and on the day folJowiPg. 90 

entered· the harbour of ·Monte Video. · · · .. · · 
. The hardships I e%perienced in ·reaching this·ilJ .. fated port, were 
a tit. prelude to tbe:miefortuoes. that awaited me there. ·We went 
bound for Buenos .Ayres,· but- my captain,· who. ·in London · aud at 
Cadiz had assured me that he had the experience of a pilot in the 
Rio de Ia Plata, prolVed. totally ignorant of its navigation,: and 
urged this circumstance as ·his reason for .puttmg-.into Monte· Video• 
Happy should I have beem, if this had been the only instanoe ot 
bit~ ignorance ; he gave .an· iU·judged and blundering report of me 
ro the governor, and the sailors affirmed that I was an ·Englishman, 
·declaring at the same time that we bad passed ·an. EngliSh squadron 
ander Spanish colours.· ·This statement was enough to whet the 
avarice of the governor, who, notwithstanding I .had served the 
colony, in bringing a cargo which \Vas then much wanted, and 
every article of which had paid legal duty in Cadis, ordered me 
to be thrown into priaon. . I was placed in ~ confinement on 
board a wretched sloop of war ; and· though my health was a\ICIJ 
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impaired in consequence of exertion doting . the voyage, I was 
denied every comfort, except such indulgences as the officers, who 
lived on shore, could at times cJandestinely allow. · Unprovided 
with letters of recommendation to any person in the towo, end 
destitute of the means of making myself known, I had the morti
fication to see the property I had brought with me seized, and mJ 
pa·pers taken away to be searched and examined. I was enjoined to 
make declarations, and to give evidence against myself, to men whose 
sole wish was to find~ a pretext for criminating me. After three or 
.four examinations, it was found that I had sailed from Cadiz with a 
cargo of goods, marked, manifested, and duly registered, as Spanish ; 
nor could any circumstance be discovered as a ground of accusation 
against me, but the strong suspicion .that I was an Englishman, and 
on that account could not be too banhly treated. I bad no lenity to 
expect from the governor, nor indeed &om any of his advisers, whq 
were, for the most part, men of the lowest order, refugees from Old Spain 
in consequence of criminal piosecutiona. · The i'e8t of his associates 
were the captains and officers of two Spanish prin.teers, all French· 
men, whose natural prejudices, no doubt, contributed to foment his 
antipathy against me. My sole reliance was on the consignee of the 
cargo, wh9 at length arrived from Buenos Ayres ; but instead of 
clearing up the affair, be joined my persecutors, knowing that if he 
gave security he should have the cargo delivered to bUll. This 
favourable opportunity be failed not to embrace; he sold the pro. 
perty, and withheld the proceeds under the pretext, that he could not 
·pay them over to me while I remained a prisoner. This conduct 
to one who had depended on him for support, and who relied on hi~ 
·continually delusive promises of assistance, proves him to be one of 
those mean and spiritless beings whose station in society is mid-way 
between the simpleton and the knave. 

My confinement would probably have been long, but for tbe good 
senices of a Limenian who attended me during my illness in Cadi&, 
and whocame over in the vessel with me. H~ wastbeonly persoD I 
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was permitted to see; and. he interested himself so much in my behalf, 
that an old gentlewoman with whom· he had formed an . acquaintanc~ 
detennined, on · hearing my story, to procure my liberation, and 
never rested until she had procured two bondsmen to answer for my 
appearance when called for. 
· · The treatment I experienced, while in prison, is .. one of the many 
instances of oppression which disgraced the administration of the 
governor, Pasqual Ruis Huidobro.. It is well known that his political 
conduct was entirely subservient to the interests of the French, and 
that he lost no opportunity of evincing his attachment to their cause. 
iAs a further proof of this, I may state, that he caused all the ca~ 
tured English seamen to be conined in the pri10n, and, although its 
~pacious court was doubly grated and guarded, be debarred them the 
use of it, and ordered them to be shut up night and day in a small 
room, the ·door of ·which was: never opened except when victuals 
were given them. 

Aware of his severity, and knowing that I was the only prisoner at 
large,· I was very circumspect, and ·strove to guard my conduct and 
discourse against artful misconstruction ; but I had the misfortune tQ 
incur his displeasure at a moment when I least suapected it, by a v~ry 
trivial, and certainly unintentional offence. Some writ~n pape.n had 
been stuck up in various parts of the town, b; order of Govemroeot, 
inviting foreign seamen to enter the service. Returning home at 
midnight from a visit, I observed ·oae ·of tb~e placards ; the lllint 
which was pouring very fast, had partly . de~acbed it from the wall, 
and it \fas· blown to and fro by the wind. Curious to examine. the · 
contents of .a paper that bad attracted the attention of many per
sons in the course- of~ day, I took it down and carried it home 
with lne ; this. was observed by an old Spaniard of the name of 
Dias, who gloried much in having it in his power to injure me, though 
a perfect stranger to him, and unconscious of having done any thing 
to excite his malice. At the instance of this man an ord.er·was issued 
by the governor for my arrest ; I · was roused from my bed by the 
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of8ce.l'$, and a81'in hurri~d to prison. What charges were brought 
against me I could learn only by report ; they were vague .and iJlde. 
finite, and no opportunity of answering them wae allowed me. After 
a cloee confinement of six . weeks, during which period my cue wu 
laid before the Viceroy or' Buenos Ayres, I was again suffered to be 
at large on payment of a fee of three hundred dollars. It was to thd 
humane exertions of my advocate, seconded by those of the Lime• 
nian and' the lady before-meotioned, that I owed this mitigation of 
iny captivity, and I gratefully acknowledge that they made e'fery 
provision in their power to ~der my •ituation. comfortable. 

During my stay at Monte Video another adventure befel me, which. 
had well nigh cost· me my life ; I am induced to relate it, by reason 

· of the insight it gives into the character of a certain claas of the 
people. I had gcme on a shooting excursion to the promontOry 
opposite Monte Video, with my much-valued friend Captain Collet, 
owner of two or three large American ships, and M. Godefroy, a 
merchant, resident in the town. After some hours sport we met 
a party of four Spaniards, among whom were Mr. Ortiga, the 
consignee of Captain Collet, and a . penon called Manuel d'Iago. 
Our friend M. Godefroy had some conversation w.ith them at a short 
distance from us, and on his return gave us to understand that 
D'Iago bad said it would not cost him above five hundred dollars to 
send a pair of bullets through me, and that had I been alone he 
would not have scrupled to do it. For this blood-thirsty insinuation 
I was at a loss to conjecture any motive, nor knew I the man, ex
cept ·by report, which designated him as a captain of militia, 
extremely rigorous in his treatment of the unfortunate English, when. 
ever his ·tum to mount guard at the prison subjected them to his 
authority. · 

We pursued our diversion; he and his party meanwhile arrived at 
the Signal-house, about three miles above us, where they took re
freshment. Some space. of time afterward we observed a horse
soldier ride down towards us, who on approaching eyed us With a 
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lOok of great suspicion. I had some little talk with him, having 
frequently seen him there: before. He returned directly to the 
Guard-bOuse, and an hour afterwards five blandengues, or horse
aoldiers, s~llied from the plaee at full speed, and, surrounding ns; 
demanded our arms at the peril of our lives. Each of. us obeyed~ 
by. surrendering his fowling-piece, M. Oodefroy at the same time 
enquiring-the cause of this extraordinary treatment; but they ordered 
.him to be silent, and to march on along with us, or they '"ould tie.him 
on horse-back. We were conducted to the .Guard-house, and de
livered (the officer being absent) to the corporal: on guard, a fiery 
old Spaniard, who. ordered us into an inner room and placed two 
eentioels at the door. The fellow:was so stifted by passion, . that we 
could not get an answer from him ; at every moment he was drawing 
a Jang sabre which hung· at his side, and -.enting his fury in the 
moat abUsive· language. Afti!r a full half-hour of expostulation on 
our~part, aod menace on his; M. Godefroy obtained a hearing from 
him, and; declaring that he was a merchant, married and actually 
settled in Monte Video, begged to know by what authority and 
under what pretext be was imprisoned. The eorporal, on learning 
this, sent a soldier to the officer on guard, and while waiting his . 
return, related that D'Iago had described us as Englishmen be
longing to a privateer, who bad landed with an intention to blow tip 
the powder-magazines, kill bullocks, and plunder the natives. . It 
was evident from his manner that be was very willing to believe this 
account, and that by treating us with seYerity be hoped to display 
his zeal for the service, and obtain promotion. M. Godefroy's tes
timony being at length attended to, another soldier was dispatched 
to .D'Iaso's party, who were not yet embarked, with notice that one 
of us affirmed himself to be a resident in Monte Video. This .. they 
did not contradict, but persisted. in ·. their accusations of the rest of 
our -party;. Mr. Ortiga denied any · :knowledge of Captain CoUet, 
probably imagining that, in case of our conviction, he should benefit 
by. the··c;1rgoes which the Jatter bad :cmlligned to· .. him·;·. ~and .for 
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me, whom tbey·denounced as a spy, no punishment in their opinioo 
oould be tOo ignominious. On the return of the ·soldier, the. corporal 
thought proper to release M. GOdefroy, who took oor botft to eroS& 
the ·port· to Monte Video with the ·intention. of pr~uring an order 
for our liberation; but they bad scarcely sailed when a. gust of wind 
arose, and as be and the two boys .he bad with him :could not 
manage the sails,- they were nearly overset, and after considerable 
danger were picked up by a sbip-iri the road.. Meanwhile Captain 
Collet· and· I: remained .in strict custody, and at every syllable of 
complaint · w;e uttered, the. corporal ·brandished his sabre over. our 
beadi, roared ·out for the guard, and vociferated the most oppro
brioqs language against the English. Thils threatened at. every m~ 
meat witlt assassination, we withdrew into a. comer of the room,-and 
quietly 'waited. until the officer on. guard arrived, when we were con• 
ducted in great form, between two. men with drawn swords, into the 
room where he sat· to receive us. Nothing could exceed my joyful 
surprise at recognizing in the officer an excellent and worthy friend, 
whom I bad ·often· visited at his chacara. or farm, aild who had 
given me repeated ·proo18 of his liberal disposition and intelligent 
mind. His surprize exceeded mine ; for ins~ad of plunderers or 
spies, such· as report bad described us, be . found an American mer
~bant and a prisoner at large under bail. . He was deeply grieved 
and ashamed at the treatment we bad met ·with, liberated us im• 
mediately, mounted us on his own horses, and appointed. a trusty 
penon to attend us to Monte Video, where we arrived at eight in 
the evening. The disappointment of the corporal appeared as deep 
as his rage bad been violent; and the recollection of his conduct 
operated on us as a warning agait;~st persons of his class, who rarel1 
see· an opportunity of doing mischief to a stranger without~ strong 
inclination to avail themselves of it • 
. · · During the .time I was at large, I had leisure to acquire aome 
knowledge of Monte Video. It is a tolerably well-built town, 
standing on a gentle elevation at the extremity of a small penioaula, 
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aadiswaDed entirely round. Its population amounts to betweenl6,000 
and j0,000 souls. The harbour, although shoal, u.d quite open to 
the pamperos, is the best in. the Bio de Ia ·Plata: it has a very aoft 
·bottom of deep mud. When the wind continues tOr aome time at 
north-east, ships drawing twelve feet water are frequently a-groUDd 
for several days, so that the barbour cannot be called a good one 
for veasels above three hundred or four hundred tons. 

There are but few capital buildings ; the town in general oonaiats 
of houses of one story, paved with brick, and provided with verJ 
poor: conveniences. In the square is a cathedral, very handaoole~ 
but awkwardly situated ; opposite to it, is an edifice divided into a 
town-house or cabildo, and a prisoa. The streets, having no pa~ 
ment, are always either clouded with dust or loaded with mud• 
as the weather happens to be dry or wet. In seasons of drought the 
want of conduits for water is a · serious inconvenieoee, the well, which 
principally supplies the town, being .two miles distant. 

Provisions here are cheap and in great abundance. Beef· in par .. 
ticular is very plentiful, and, though rarely fat or fine, makes ex· 
celleilt soup. The best parts of the meat may, indeed, be called tole.. 
rable, but.they are by no means teader. The pork is not eatable. 
Such is the profusiori' of flesh-meat, that the vicinity fur two miles 
round, and even the purlieus of the town itself, present filthy 
spectacles of bones and raw flesh at every step, which reed immense 
flocks of sea-gulls, and in summer breed myriads of flies, to the 
great annoyance of the inhabitants, who are obliged at table to have 
a servant or two continually employed in fanning the dishes with 
feathers, to drive away those troublesome intruders • 

. Of the charctCter of the inhabitants of Monte Video, I am perhaps 
not qualified to speak impartially, having been treated with . uo.
merited harshness, deprived of my property, and ,repeatedly per.; 
secuted OQ the. moat groundless suspicion. These abuses, however, 
are solely chargeable on the governor and on the persons imme• 
diately under his-influence; and I am bound in fairness tQ avow that 
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J. did not perceiYe an, disposition· in · tbe ~rierality, of .the people· to 
injure or oppreu. .. me~. Fram.individuals .in the· town I received all 
the -.istaDce which dis~terested beaevolence aauld: aft'ord to a . pert 
spn in my critical . sitoatioa; and were I, from t.be impulse of grati~ 
tu~e, to judge of- the whole by a part, labould say, that the inha· 
bitants of Monte Video; particu,arly the Creolians, are humane and 
welt disposed, when not ·actuated by political or religion• prejudi~ 
Tht'ir .habits of life are rnuch·tbe -.me with thaJe·of their bJethren 
in .Oid Spain, and BMm to proceed: from.the .same remarkable union 
of tw-o opposite. but not: incompatible qoalities, indolence &lld tem
perance. . T.he ladies are generally atrable . and ·polite, extremely 
food of· d~ · and very neat · aod. cleanly iD. their penoos. They 
adopt tbeEnglish.coetume at.home, but.go abroad usualJy.iD black, 
and always CO-vered with a ·~arge veil or mantle. At mass they in
variably appear iil black silk, · b<Bdered with deep fringe.. . Th~y 
delight in·convenation,.: :for which tbeir. vivacity eminently .qualifiet 
themt· and. they are very ·courteous to stran~n. 

The · chief trade ·of MOnte· Video cxmsists· in. hides, talk>w, &Jld 
dried beef; the two fQrmer of these articles .are exported to Europe, 
and the -latter. ia seot·tn· theW est ln~iea, especially. to the Havanna.b.. 
CJoarse·<:opper.from .Chili ill aqo..-eeakea is-sometimes ebipped htre, • 
as well as a herb called Matl~ from Paraguay •· the infusion of which 
is. as common· a beverage in ·theae parts as tea. is in England. 

The inhabitants were by no means opulent before the Engl~ 
took. the . garriaon, but through . the misfortuaes of the· latter at 
BueD9B Ay~s, and the Jossei; oi our commercial adventurers b.J 
iU,..judged and .imprudent speculations, tiley were considerably 
eniiched. The great prospects iJtdulged in England, bef<!re the 
expedition to the· Plata, of immense poofits by trade to that river, 
have generally ended in, ruin; very few,. indeed, of the speculators 
have. escaped without considerable loss. Property, once litigated, 
mi8ht be conaidered in a fair way lOr confiscation ; and in c&se of 
ita having been deposited uAiil ~rtain questions were decided, 
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restitution was generally obtained at~ loss of 011e half. It f~ 
quently happened that goods -detained in the Custom-houses or 
lodged in private storea in the river were ()pooed, and· large quanti~ 
ties stolen. The party on whom . suspicion seemed .mOit,reasonably 
to · faJI was the consignee, . who, even with .a few cargoes, was 
generally observed to get· rich very rapidly. Not contented with 
the profits accruing from his commission, be seldom scrupled to take 
every advantage which possession of the property al'orded him, of 
furthering his own interests at the expence of his correspondent. 
The dread of a legal process could be but a slight check upon him, 
for-in -the Spanish courts ofjustice, as·well as in othen,-a-nativeaod 
a stranger are seldom upon equal -terms. ' Other circumstances have 
concutTed to enrich ·the inhabitants of Monte Video.; It i8 a .faet which 
-I afterwards uoortaiaed.-that •the -EnsJiah exported. taithe, goods·te 
the amount of a million and a half atediag;' a small po~oo of ·which, 
oo the restoration of ·the place to the Spmiarda, wu.- re-sbipped.for 
the Cape of Good Hope and the .~est -Indies; the ·remaioder:·.was 
for the most part sacrificed at whatever. price .the Spaniafds .chose -to 
give. As their own produce-advanced in proportion. as 011n lowered 
in price, those amons tbeQl who speculated gained .eouaide'*bly.: TJie_ 
holders of·Eoglish goods sold . their -stock at upwards. of fifty. ·per. ceat.
profitimmediately after the evacoation·of .tbe :p)Me'~.· · •i · ·~ ~: ,., · 

The climate of Monte ·Video -is · humid.: Tbe . w~er,::io the 
winter montbs (June, July., and August), ris at times boisterous, .aad 
the -air in that season ·is generally keen--and -piercing. In summer 
the serenity of the atmosphere is frequently . interrupte.d bJ tre-

. mendons tbunder-stonus, preceded by dreadful lightnbag. , which. 
frequently damages the. shipping, and·: followed by, heavy rain· which 
sometimes destroys ~e harvest. 'fhe heat i~ .. trc>ublesome, and._ ~ 
rendered more _so to _stran~rs by the s~arms of mOsquitoes, w.hich 
it engenders in such numbers that they iofes~ every -apa~~t •. ... 

The town stands on a basis of granite, the feldspar of which is 
for the most part of an opaque milk-white colour, in a decom-
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posing state ; in some places it is found of a ftesh-red colour and 
crystallized. The mica is generaUy large and foliated, in many 
places imperfectly crystalliaed. It is obvious that the ex~ive 
quantity of mud in the harbour and throughout the. banks of .the 
river cannot have been fonned from this stratum. · The· high mouat 
on the opposite si~e .of .. _the bay, . which . is crowned with a Ligh':
house, and gives Qame.to the town, is principally compoeed of clay
·~ in lamine.- perpendicular to the hor.iaon. This auba~ ap
pears.mucb like basalt in ~re, but. its &a~ is-lees cotu~hoidal; it. 
decompoeea iato au . imperfect ·tpeciea of. wak~~ .and ultimately into · 
fermgioous,&Jgil~ ··lBeda:of-dq, from which dows ·much water, are 
obaclnc.Ple.ia ~-J:~patta of tee.mounta.ie. ·. · · .1 : •• : ..: •• .. . 

· 'lbe ·.aity: i:Ot: ·Mont& Video.·il ~y·:diMnified with low 
pntly-aloping :hillai ·and~ toog ·yaJleyl 1riltered · by beautifal rivulets ; 
~t thelpn»peota tltey aftOtd ~ntreJy· ealrfened·: by traces of cut; 
tintien; few ~are ,._!ucept tbe•gardem of the principal· 
iDercbaata. · Tbe·iame-cletect;:appeurs in· a aoltb..east direction ftom· 
the town;, where iimilat ft'lietiat of··.bW,:valley, .. snd water ·pevail, 
aDd seem to want only ·the ell1bellieb1nteot of. sylvan ·aceaery 'to com
plete tbe ~ ·. &ilue· :wood·, iudeed, ··pws on the margin· of 
the ,ftiaehuelo, :wbich is used .for ·thelbUildiDg· of hovels and for fuel. 
There is a p•S&Dt · stnllll: about ten· leagues from· Monte Video 
ealled tbe- Lou&, ·tbe baab of: whieb -ieem to inYite :the labour of 
thie:. plaater~ ad would eertaiDiy produce abundance of timber•. It 
iJ to be remarked ·that the almost entire want of this article here, 
oooaaions great ·inconvenience and Empeooe : woOd fOr mechanical 
pQ1'poaea ii extremely scarce, aad planka are so dear that hardly 
one hou.e with a boarded. &or is to be found. · 

• Here I found mint, caraway, aad IIWlf other ifoiaaac heib8, · powing wi14 Ql tho 
jreatat lauriance. The ftratam of yegetabJe earth waa at 1cut two yarda thick. 
'. 
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CHAP. U. . . 

Journey t& .ltarriga Negr_a.~G~ology of the Countrg.~.lime•ton~, and 
· Modt of burning it.-HarnedCattle.-_Peoni -Horsew.'-befective 
· State Of .A.gricul~re.-· Manners of the Inh~bitunt1.-· D~e~s.-Wlid 

A:nimals.-Monte Video taken by the Britiih.-Mylteturti ihitlier. 

QN the· ~¥al of G~ -Beresfold~ expediti~o : in• tbe·_,i~ei4, I 
WaS agam ordered · IDtO eloee eoofine!Milt, but ttJy' atfYBtftte 

4tbtllined. permi•ion fo.r met. he aent into the iaterior,. ~nder:a ·adJ>u
la.tion: · Jl~tt •· ftppr<¥tch withio fOrty ~·of Monte Viqeo. . Thia 
tf.JJ\Ol~l . W»Uecl' f<M' the UlG~ent t& shut out ~I! hope .at\ iqbWninJ 
•.Jdiberty,, .•lld art tbtt:same .time: $bNG.tened 1D e:kpoae ·liRe to. nab 
d'~ge,.,., b~.l dfwived tKUDe :~atioo hm tbe generoua1 o&m~ • 
s.Ml~r•nd.ptO~t.io..tt mad(\ to rile h,·a.JVOI'tb.J.Spaoiud 11&Jnci Don 
J U~D, M~ we~ QttebliahiHnt. •et in~re than I fift.)T. JragUea 
fWm. ~:lakt:t -of~\. waa·Jituat~. at the fuB d$oce pmseribed· iq t• old~ftl. :rea.peAtillg· •~• · :·A :rotiat· so· .Jtabte . .md. \lDfNquebted 
~few ~.ntJaetnent#J t.o.tei~Ye.thetedio111111881o£ banishment. ·&at' 
it a~ ·W.t.atfhr.ted th~ prosJ*!t fll a- wide~ ~far ~iurale.gical o~ 
lfAI'Va•ll· •nd of ·•mpler Jeiaqre to ~tend .tn tbil ay .faVtCJMtite .pdrJ.-. 

JQ · th~ .. <:Q\lta~ pf tho journey thithe11, ~· attakti08 wu ·priadpeJI.r 
~ bJt tbe •iW ·aJld aalitary aapact of the. Col1Dtty, Ab.t 
~~""-4v.~ ltt~t\S.:nQnb.eatt . from· Mon.~ Video. 1 obeerved ~ 
irregular ridge of grao~ mountaina in. a. diNetio8 aearly. oooth1 awL 
south, and the country from this distance. pdually assumes ~ 
rugged appearance.. Mica is v.ery common upon the ~d, aJ)d in 
&Orne pla:c~ · q,ua:rt~ .; ··ol,l one ~11 I. pthe.~· 11~veta.l. 4etache.d· t.l'J:Stalt 
of the latter substance. The ravines of these stony wilds and the 
wooded margins of the rivers afford shelter to many ~erocious animals, 
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toeh as jap~ Wre calleal tygens, ions, ancl ot.mees. Here are also . 
pat IMil"bent of IWilcf d~ wmch bfleed ill tile rocks, aad at time~ 
.-ke great havoc :among 11le yoarg cattle. The fara. in this 
dilltrict, for the mOlt part, ·inchlde· tracta ef land from twenty t. 
thirty mila· .in len~ by lmW tlaat exteat in brfadth, watered by 
pltBsiag:__.. Vast henm of cattle are bred upon tbem ; it it 
caleokRed tllat each square league sustains 1.500 or 1000 head. · 

At the distance of about forty leapea from Moate Video,. ia tile 
Gireetioe abOve mentioned, the range of bills grad•lly leaseD& ancl 
clisappean; the ca.otfy opelis finely oo the left, aad is inkmected 
by numerous rivulets. . After CI'OISiag ae'eral.of these we arrived at. 
tile bead of a little brook called Polancoa, wmdt a itw miles below,. 
asiumes die D8111e Gf Bar.riga N~gra. It there rectitve& aewn.l~~nall 
s~ &ftd. in the eoone of .tea leagues is ·agmenttcl bJ tbe cea-· 
t.o~ ttf some ·otbea; becomiag ta.s a coiJsider.able river, .&beat 
aa·larp as the TneilC .u GaiMborough, it. is- . denomiuated Godoy, 
but on· pulling iafo tbe Portugueze·1lenitofies it changes its •ame to 
t\Mtt of Zebolyati aod .ftaws ia«~o the Lagan M:eni. . Near thejunctioil. 
ef two rivulets, tbat fonn ·tbe Barriga Negra, sblads de great Jime. 
kilo' of my friend, in· wboae :laouse I toak up my residence, :aud. w.a 
1!18Ceived wita that kindaesa aDd· sincere bospitaHty which. 8 an· iil
au.at dilpeW every d(Mbt &om my miad, and eseited ia, JDi . ..a.. 
timeata. of ptiA:ude that weN every day laOre deeply impres.ed ia 
llljf heart. . . . .. 

Having became .thoro.~y·domestieated·io my oe'tr'abode; l.bega· 
tp. take eBe81'8ions ioto·the sorrmmding district ~ad the parts.beyond 
it. The eounU, in perallliay be termed stony aua DlOWltainous,. 
tlaouAia ita inequalities.. do riot exceed tbose of Derbyshire.. N ~ 
~~ ef .either· yiJlcanic Oil alluvial mattm are o,. be founi; the.soliiJ 
roc.k frequently appears oo the surface, and in many places projects 
io masses of _various sizes. The mountains and roc~s are of ~qite ; • 
no Yeins of' ·metallic substallce hawe hitherto ~n discoveredt · but · 
fin~·red and yellow jas{»er, chal~edony,. aad q¥811:8~,- ,U:..-r~ 
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quently found loose on the sur&ce. Some fossils of the ·aabeatos 
kind and some very poor oxides of iron are likewise to be met with 
occasionally. The bases of many .of the conical granite ·mountaiaa 
are overlaid with (apparently) primitive liiJleo.Stone of ao obscure .blue 
c~lour, in lamine; I found in this substance many capillary veina:of 
calx-spar, and sometimes crystals of pyrites. In .one part of th~ 
vicinity there is a plain about half . a mile .square, on the surfaCe m 
which are found large quantities of white lime-stone in nodules ; it 
is of a ·very close texture, but being considered inferior in quality to 
the other species it is never converted into lime. The summi~ of 
these mountains .are no where calcareous, ~xcepting those of one 
ridge, the singular appearance of which induced me to trace ·it as 
far as was practicable. The ~~~e-st one on these summits is of ·a 
close compact kind, united to transparent quartz in a tabular form,~ 
standing; as it were, in laminm perpendicular to the horizon, and 
t~us presenting to the view a number of upright slabs somewhat 
similar to the .grave-stones in a country church-yard. This singular 
ridge apparently commences at a mountain of very unusual fonn, 
and, .extending about two mil~ in '!hich it crosses two or three 
valleys, terminates. in a ravine of considerable depth •.. No vestige 
of calcareous crystallization appeared in this ]ime-Btone•. .It is. 
singular to remark, that the cavities formed by the laminae afford: 
refuge for. reptiles, particularly 111ttJe-snakes ; the person employed 
by Mr. Martinez in getting the stone destroyed upwards of tw-enty
seven serpents of tl1at species in the coui'Be of a few weeks • . .. 

The lime-stone is loosened by the wedge and lever,. and broo~ht 
away in large slabs to the kilns, where it is broken into fragments of. 
a convenient size, and burnt with wood. The kilos are capacious, · 
but so badly coostructed .that the .process· of calciDation .is, vfJiy 

. -
• At a small toWD called Minai, tea leagues &om Maldoaado, I wu informed that theN 

Was a lead mine in limc-itonc. A pic:cc of that nbatanc:e waa ecnt to me 1 it was~ 
colownd, granular. aud cloee in testure. 
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alow and tedieus~ : The lio1e, when slaked, is ·meuured, put into.. 
sackS made of. green hides, ·and sent in I~. carts, drawn. by oxen, 
principally to. Colonia, Monte .Videu, .and Bueaos Ayres. 
· Barriga Negra is distant about 160 miles. north-east from Monte 
Video,· about.liO from Maldonado, and. 90 from the town of MiDas. 
The country around it is mountainous, ·well watered, and not de&t 
titude.of wood. The banks of the streams are .thicldy.covered with 
trees, rarely, however, of: large siee, for .the: creeping .plants, inter• 
weaving. with the shoots, check their growth .and form an iO)~ 
netrable thicket. Here. are numbers .of ~t breeding .ee~ 
many of wllich. are stocked With from.60,000 to 100,000 .head o.f 
cattle. These are guarded principally by men· from Paraguay caUed 
Peons, ·who live in. hovels built for the · purpose a~. cooveJ)ieot ~ 
taDces. Ten. thousaod head are allottro. to fQUr or ive Peons,. wh~ 
busineas it is . to collect them eYery morning· aod evening, and o~ 
or twice a month to drive them into pens -.,here. they are, kept for a. 
night. The cattle by this mode· of management are soon tamed; a 
ferocious or vicious beast I never saw among them. Breeding is alone. 
atteaded. to; neither butter nor eheeae is made, and. milk is ecar~ly 
known as· an article of food. The constant diet of tbe people.. 
morning, noon, and night, ia beef, eaten . alm.ost always withOut 
b~, and frequently without . salt. This habitual .subli~tonce .• 
atrong. food W9Qid probably engender diseasee, .~re it Q()t correc~ 

by copious draughts of an ·infusion of their. fit,vourite herb Matte,. 
which .are frequently.taken. ! ... 

· The ·dwellil)gs· of the .Peons are iD general very wretched, the w.alls 
being formed by a few upright posta interwoven with small branchet, 
of trees, .plastered with mud inside and out, apd the. roof thatched 
with long grass and' rus~ . The. doetr is also of wicker~work,. 
or, in its stead, a .. green. hid.e stre~hed Qn sticks and. removeable 
a,t ,plealure. The. fumiture of these poor hovels consists of. a . few 
acal.P' .. :of ~~- w~cb are:. :Blade; to serve fQr seats; &Jl4 of-

9 'I 
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ttmtchecl hide to lie apon. The princip.J if not the sole cooking 
utellSil is a ·rod or spit .of iron stuck in the ground. ia ao ob
lique positieu, .8o as rte incliae over the fire. 'Dle: beef. whea 
lpittecl oa this inetrumeat is left· to 1'081t until the part next the fire 
ia suppo&eli to be done enough, then a twist is girftl1o the rod, 
wbieh is accaaiooally tepeated, uatil the whole is cooked.. The 
juices of the ·meat, .by this mode of routing, help to mead :tbe:fire. 
and indeed the people seem to tlrlDk that tbey are fit for nothins 
else. The meat, .which is natumlly poor UMI coarse, beias tha 
dried t& a ·c:ake, beats little aftjn~ to the boasted rOut ·beef of 
England. Fuel, in some parts, is so:estreaaely searce that'the fol
lowing strange expedient is ~ tD for a .sapply. .As the mmres 
m this country are kept "*IJ far breaiiUg, and are Defer tJ:aioed to 
labour, tltey generally esoeec1 the·due: P'flportioa; a &c'l· of :them 
a frequeatly kitletl, ud taeir eareases,· '1ridl the except»n -oi the 
Wde& and taila, we u9etl u .ftl'in«· · · · 

The Peons are chie&f·emigmnts fmm Pu:agua&,. a.d it is a· sin· 
~311 fact that, 81DC!MS tbe nu•hen ·that are here ·settled. very few 
women ve to be found.·· A . pe1'SOD may Wa.'Yel in the$e pa.u. for 
flays together without iseeiog or hearing of a ailt8'e female a tile· 
eotri'S6of biej<Mtraey. To tbia.~taaee·may be.attributed. tae
tletal aheeftce C'!Jf domestic eomfort ia the 41wellinga of taese wrea:Jted 
men, and the ~loomy apadly ehaeruble. 'in their' clispesdioDs anti 
ltabits. 1t is true that the mistl'888 u an eSta_, may oc~naB;y· 
visit it for a few months, but she is obliged during ller •PJ· to live 
in great sedasion, oa acroullt of: the dreadful c01188queaeea to. be · 
apprehended &om being so exposed. · · · · 

The dexterous ·mode ia which the FerM~B catch t8eii eattle, h1 
throwing a noose over them bas been freciuently detai.W, .but cer
tainly no description can do full justice to their agijit.r. ·They throw. 
with equal p~si<JR and ·effe~t, whetller at ~ fall galbp .or at ~~est.: 
Their method of catchi11g bOPSel by· meaoi of baHI attached to 
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feather t:bmJst, ·g siaaiJar ·to the fimner: hat more· UII6EDing ; ~Jy 
an mst~ has been· kaown ·of iti failure~ ueeptl in th~ frequeat 
\rials: which, ate requisite. ticiJ, &cquiie ptrlict.skill io the practfue~ : · 

They· have ·a very singulaT and · simple """' of training: ll1UB 
and bors6s' til :draw· light calU;: coacher, &o. ·.'No baJJtels .if 
made·ttlse Qf; :·.a· sad<lle· t>r·pad is ·~ on •. a.il a: leather· th9ns iiJ 
ateneal; k). tile ~gftrth· on· one side~ so tlbat: tbe animal• IDOT~ · j)~ 
want, with, hi&' OOdy ·.in :a rather . obliqae dire~n; keeps· hi8 legv 
deal' of tbe :appatatUs w:hi~h is·atiaehed .. to· him, and draws. wit •• 
&eedom.·ad &n. agility· that in tY :~ excite .great RYplise. . ·A 

· simila7 ·ccmtrivance is· used· in the a.t.tbiqg· of: cattle~ · The Pee. 
fastens ·one· end · of his Iazo (orr :nOO~d thong) tO· the gir.th• · e~· hii 
Jaorse~ ·who · aoon~ teams t.O. place·himself in, such aa· ·attit1Jde u to. 
chaw .tbe t>~ wliich his rider· hQS.caugbt, 'and even should tlte latter 
dismovDt, he.ketps .the thong oo the a~tch. 
· .. The ·hdrse8 irl this tmuntty .W, . \tel'y': Spirited,· and· perform· almost; 
iaemdible labour.·· They seldom- wMk Jongeri than a week at a time,. 
beiilg· -then; tum6fl• out to- f188ture l>r·mmri'h~agether. Their IOie 
food is grass, and· the treatment ·they:meett :with.from theii maalers: is; 

moM! :harsh ad u~e1ing. · They are fioequently ·ga~Jot?ed; until1 theil" 
gtmerou81 fire· -ie spent, . anti' they: drop through; uhaustion .and; 'fa-
ti8'W~ · The make· of the · brid·le Is· alcme sufficient to· torture · ttte 
anima)~ being' of the heav,y Spanish fashion~ · They an: iierer · sho.l. 
'l!he girths or the: saddles~~ ~·a eunou&. amstructioD; .diey awe.• 
perally formed of· shred&· of' green hide, or ef the sinew of ;~~ 
neck; tM. middle part is twenty niches · broad~ ~-niated at each
eod by an iron ring. One of these· end& is- m.Je fast to· the saddle· 
b)l its ring ; to the · Gther side of. tbe saddle is. attached a. third· ring 
and: a pliable strap, which, . being· passed.: through it and tbet girtlti-
ringi three or foilr time&, affords the ·rider. great pUJChase; and enables 
him: tb gint the saddle very tight, whieh ir thus. kept &0 finn in . its · 
place that' a ·crupper is UDneCaaary, . 'aad iadeed i• ~ver used. . 
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Trained horses are here ·from five to seven doUan each; homed 

~ttle, in good condition, by the herd of a thousand at two dollan 
a head; mares at three rials (Is. 6d. sterling) each. Sheep are very 
ecarce and never eaten; they 'are kept by some families merely for 
the -sake of their wool, which is made into ftocks for bedding. It ia 
worthy of remark that in the reoiote parts of the interior, where no 
settlements have been made, the . cattle are found of a .dark dirty 
brown colour, except on · a small part of the belly, which is white, 
but when they become domesticated they produce breeds of ·a 
lighter :colour, with hides beautifully spotted _and variegated. 'The 
6ne herds bred in ·many parts -of this district have often tempted the 
Portugueze _to _make predatory incursions, and the country -being 
accessible by fine open passes to the frontier, as well as to the narth 
aide of the Plata, these ·violations of territory have been carried on 
to a very serious extent. & frequent were they at one period that 
it became necessary to •ppoint a military force to parade the bOun- , 
daiiea and to defend the Spanish settlements against these inroads: 

·In taking a· pne"l view of the country.· a stranger cannot but 
observe, with regret, .. that while nature has been profuse in her. 
blessings, ·the. inhabitants have been neglectful in the improvement: 
Of them. Here ii, (or instance, abuf\dance·. of· excellent clay and 
plenty of wood on ·the margin of the rivers, yet it is rare to meet. 
with an incloau~, even for a kitchen garden, much more so for· a 
corn-field. They ·generally choose ·their ~pnds for tillage by the 
bank of a rivulet, so as to have one side or sometimes two sides 
bounded by it ; the . r.emainder is· fenced in the most clumsy and. 
bungling manner imaginable. Ploughing is performed by the help 
of two oxen yoked to a crooked piece of wood, about four inchel in 
diameter, and pointed at the end. After the ground has been: 
rooted up, the wheat. is sown, without any previous attempt to clear 
it from noxious seeds. While it grows up, it- .is ·never weeded ; so 
that wild oa~ popp~, and oth~r pemiciQus herbs, thriving amon~. 
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it in thick 'Iux~ance, obstruct. the sun's rays and hinder it' from 
~pening kindly. Indian com, beans, melons, &c. are all treate4 
~n a similar way • . The wheat, when ripe, is cut down with sickl~ 
and gathered into heads or sheaves. .A circular pen of from 40 ~ 
6o yards in diameter is then formed with rails and hides ; . in th~ 
centre of this enclosure is placed a quantity of about 100 or 100 
quarters of wheat in the straw. The pile is so formed as to have the 
ears on· the outside as much as possible. A small quantity is pqlled 
down towards the circumference of the circle, and a herd of about 
twenty mares are driven in, which, being untamed, are easily 
frightened and made to gallop round. At this pace they are kept 
by. niearis· of whips for four or fh·e hours, until the corn is trod out 
of tile ears,~ an~ the straw is completely reduced. Another parcel of 
the sheaves is then pulled down, and a fresh herd of mares is let in, 
.and this . o~~tion is repeated until the. whole heap is reduced, and 
the 'straw is.broken a8 small as chaff. · In this state it is left until a 
't,risk ~ind happens to rise ; and then the winnowing is performed by 
~mptying baskets of the mixed grain and chafF at an elevation of 
eight feet from the ground . . While the chafF is borne away by the 
qtirreni of air, the grain fulls, and at the close of the operation, is 
se.wed up in green hides. .In this state it is sent to the sea.ports, 
where a. conside~ble quantity. of biscuit is prepared for shipping. 
{tis obvious, that by the above mode of separating the grain, a COD• 

s~derable qu~n~ity must be lost by abrasion, and by mixture with a 
J~rge portion of earth which cannot be blown away by the wind. 
: The climate and soil are equally favourable for the growth of 

gtapes, apples, peaches, and in short every species of fruit belonging 
t~ th~ temperate zone, but these are known ~ere only as rarities. 
'Otat inestimable rQOt, the potatoe, would thrive abundantly, if once 
introduced ; but, though much has been said in· recommendatiQn of 
it, the. people remain totally averse . to this or any other proposal 
for improving their means of subsistence, and seem to wish for 
nothing beyond the bare necessaries of Jife; Indeed the state of 
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eooiety.· among. them weake.ns. tbQse tiee w.hicb natUnny attach mett 
io .the. !¥)i). 90. which they ~.acctastomed to. subsist~ .... The Peon~ 
bmugb\,from Paraguay ln, theitiufancy.- grow up -to the age rif inan~ 
hoocl In a : state .. qf· . .servit\lde, u~heered by domestic collifo~ ; at 
that period :they geJterally wander in search of employment ·toward 
tbe coast, ;where money. is in .gre_a.ter ple~ty. · ·They are for .the inost 
part aa~bonetJt :and .harmless ~ce; though. equally~liable. from the 
circumstanees.of thek.eondition, . to. acquire. habitS of gambling and 
intoxication•, es.tbe higher clas!JeS o£tbe poople, number.s of whom 
tall victims to t.bose· .seductive . viceB. .The various· evils hence resul~ . . 

jog .are, mu_ltiplie9· by the lax administration of the laws ; . even in case 
of. murder: the criwin&l.ba~ : littl~to tear .if he:cau. ear-ape ·to a distance 
·of twen~y or..thlT.ty .leagues; h'e thete lives in obscurity,.probably for 

. . . . 

. ·• . Sacb· }a ~eii ~ceasive ·p~~aity to ~hlin~ ~t they' mquendy ~Jiry cards in thc:i~ 
pocket,· and, 'When ·an opportUnity Occllf8j form parties, 'and retire to a 'convenient" place, 
Ybere .oa~ o£ thqn aprnd• Iris panchG or mantle on the ·panel, in lie1;1 of a table. Whea 
·t~ac loter hM ~ wi• JU, money, lle , ~ill: stake hia trlotld, 10 .Qat .the pnc · genenlly 
CODtin~ ~til on~ o( ~ ~~ ~~7 .almost . naked. This bad practice often leads tq 
seriou• consequenc:el.' '.'I once .obaened .a party playing in the neighbourhood of a chapel 
Jtet inaaa had been 8aia, when the c:lergyman. came and kickec\ away' tlie cards in order to 
.Jfbt·an .end to ·the= game.· On this ene of the P.eons rose up, and retiring. a (ew paces; thus 
a~iccd . the .intruder: .~• Fatb~ I. !Will . obCy you . u a priests but" (draWing his knife) 
'! you. must ·beware ho-.: y9U: a1olcat o11r ~~." Th~ clergjman ·~n~w. ~c . desperate 
character ~f these mea ~oo well ~ TCIDOnatratc, and retired . very . basti1J .not a Jitde 
dlagrjncd. . · 

On another occuion· a party of Peons ·were gambling with a Spanish corporal in the . 
prboa·yard,. when a dispute· ariaiag, the liatteY 4rew his sword on his unarmed antagonist, 
-~d woUJJdcd )lim. eo.~ly in the arm, .thai he was .. obliced to undergo ~utation the 
·day foUowing. 
. It is usual for a P~ who. has bef;n fortunate at play, t() go to Monte Video and clothe 

.himself. anew in the shop of a slop·seller. While the man is .looking out the. articles he 
ealld ·for, he·delibentely places his dollara on the co11nter, in separate piles, assigning each 
to its·destined purpose • .. He then retil'ea to a corner, and attires himaelf 1 an unfortunate 
c;oillfa4\c .iunriably.attcnda. him, who.QamiQc:t his cut clothcJ, aad, if bcucr than hit own, 

·-pate tlaem em. . After P'JSing a few daJI .in idlcneu,.hc • out Oil hi• ~~home, wbc:re 
hC appears in·his ncw·dreu. . 
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the remainder of Iris 'life; Witbo&t ever heing brought to jutice. I 
know ·aot ·whether this want of vigila~~ee in tbe · magistraey be not. a· 
temptation for ·the niamerou~ refugees who· .reek· shelter here;· ;such aa , 
European Spaniards, who have deserted from tbe·aerriee or ·ha'\fe 
been baniihed for theb' crinres. ·Th~ wretches, 'loaded· with ·gllilt, 
ftee in~ the interior, where they seldoin fail to lind iMJJile one or ·other 
of their countrymen who is willing· ·to· gite them · employment, 
tlwugh frequently at the peril of his· life. By the oorrupt example 
of these refugees, the mnoceat·Creollan iasooo initiated:in vioe, and 
~ ·a·p~y to all thoae1violent ·paations·'Which are ·engendered 
U~d 'f01tere~ by.laatritual intoxication. · · 

· . -:.The common dress· of: the , people· is such as might be e11peeted' 
from their·indolenee and ·povertyJ' 'Fhey generaDy go 'Wiihou.t shoe& 
and stockingi ; ·indeed as they rarely go orl foot, they have seldom! 
oce&Hioo for· shoe&. ! Some ot 'them, parti~ul&rly the: ~ns, make a 
kind of boots from the raw skins of young horses, which they fre
quently .kill for this sole purpo~. When the animal is dead, they 
cut the s~in round . the thigh, about eighteen inches above the gam:
brel; haviag stripped it, they · ttretch sad dreu it until it Ioaea.tbe 
hair and· becOmes qdite-·white. ·· The··1ower parti,··which~ rovered the· 
joint, fonns the lieel, and the extremity · is tied up in a · bunch ·to 
cover the toes. These boots, when newly finished, are of a delicate 
colour, anc;l very generally admired. The rest of their apparel con., 
aiata .of · a jacket, which is aniversally wom. hy· all rankl', ·aDd ·&·shift. 
and drawers made of a coarse cotton cloth brought from the 'Brazils. 
Children run ·about with no dress but their · shirts until !their fifth 'or 
sixth year. Their .educatio.n is · very little attended to, and is con
fined to mere rudiments ; a man who ia able to read and write, ~~ 
considered· tO have·all 'the learning he ean·deaire· • · · 
· · ·Among the many natural advantages which this district posses~. 
are the frequent falls in ~he rivulets and larger streams, which might 
be con\lerted to various mechanical p~ .~f·.tho. population were 
more· numerous and better instructed. · Some of these streama, aa 

E J 

Digitized byGoogle 



( tl ) 

.was 'before stated, join the various braocbea of the Godoy, aod tow 
into the lake Meoi ; those oo the other· side the mouataiaa .ia a 

. northerly direction empty theJDSelves! priucipaUy through the Ria· 
chuelo and the St. Lucia, into the Plata. · . · . 
. The want of. cultivation in ·this vast territory may be inferred &em 
the numbers· and varieties of. wild animals which breed upon it. 
Tigers, ounces, and· lions are common. The fonoea: are heavy 
sluggish animals; their chief prey is the youag cattle, ·which they 
find iD such abundance that they rarely attack a mao. Heace 
little danger is ·tO be apprehended from· them by any penoa 
travelling on horseback •, unlflll when ·inadverteDtJy · appMIIChing 
tbe haunt of a· fe~ale with-young. The ouace has . die 88IRe cba
mcter, aad: the lion is considered leas vicious than either. There 
is an.animal of the pig kind. called the pig of the .woods, which bas 
an aperture on its ·back,. whence it emits·a moat intolerable stench 

• Among the many daring and acme feats performed by the Peons, one of tbe molt 
extnonlinary Of late years, W.. the ~pture of a tiger·by a female of that tribe. She was a 
mwatto•woman, bro.ight up in tbe 'ficinity of Banlga Negra. She wu aocMtomed at aa 
early age to ride honOi, and prided bene1f ·iD doing o&a which beloapl to the attoapr 
~. such u catchiug ICattle with the noose, killiDg them, &c. Her form was maac:aliae, 
and ~ beca~ so inured to men's work, that abe was hired u a Peon,' and fulfiakd that· 
oftice much to the satisfaction of her employers. She was noted for selecting spirited 
bone., and for riding them at full speed. One day ora her return from labour, as she wal 
paaing ·a. riftlet, abc obaened. a large typ at no great diatance. Sarprized that tbe 
_.iinal did not ateal away, at it geaeraUy the case when he sea a penoo mounted, abc 
d.rew nearer, &~ill keeping her horse's head from him, 'so u to be ready to gallop oW if 
he should make a spring. He was still inattentiTe and motionless 5 the woman ob
serring this, and thinking he ailed something, after some minutes' pause backed her hone 
until abe came within twenty yardi of him, loosening at the same time her nooee from the 
aaddlr, which ihe threw DKllt desteroualy OTet' his aeck, and immediately galloped awa1 
with him to a consid~rable distance. Whether ill or not before, abe knew be mast now be 
dead ·5 ~>he therefore alighted, flayed him, and carried home the akin as a trophy. The 
animal wa• aboTe the ordinary size, and not smaller than a calf of sis weeb old. This 
.esploit was long the talk of the nCigbbourhood, and I haYe heard the woman henelf J"eOo 

Tate it. ..• 
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when. closely ·pursued. If on killing the animal, the part be instant. 
taneously. .cut out; the · ftesh affords good eating, but. should that' 
operation be neglected,· even fur a short period, the taint con
taminates the whole carcase. The domestic pigs are by no mean. · 
good ; they feed so much upon beef that their ftesh is very hard and 
oo&nte. There is an animal of the opos~um · kind, about the size of 
a rabbit, called a znrilla, the skin of which is streaked bla~k' and 
white, and is considered of some value. When attacked, it ·ejects :& 

fetid liquor; which is of so pungent a nature, that if it falls on any 
part Of the 'dress of its pursuers, there· is no possibility of getting rid 
9f the stench but by continual· exposure to the weather for some 
months.. The zurilla is very fond of eggs and poultry, and some"! 
timt"S enters a house in quest of its prey ; the. inhabitants imrn&. 
diately hasten out a~d leave:. their ·unwelcome visitant in quiet pos
session as long as she chooses to stay; well aware that the slighteet 
attempt to· drive her QUt, woql4 expose them to an ej~ctmentfrom 
the premises for ever. Eagles both of the grey and blue species,. as 
well as other birds of prey, are found here in great numbers. Here 
are also parroquets in immense ftocks, pigeons, great red-legged 
partridges, small partridges, wild ducks; and wild turkies.. · Ostriches 
of a large spe((ies are very numerous ; they are so fteet and ~ctive that 
even when well mounted I could never get near them but by sut~ 
prise ; the stroke of their wing is said to be inconceivably. strong. 

Hf;'l'e are considerable herds of small deer, which in this fine country 
would afford the sportsman excellent diversion, but unfortunately 
the dogs are good for nothing, as · there is no attention paid to 
the preServation of the breed. The rivers produce tortoises and 
other a1nphibious animals, but they are chiefty noted for a variety of 
singularly ugly fish, which afford tolerable but by no means . good 

. eating. 
During a residence of six months in this remote district, as a 

prisoner at ll.lrge, or in fact as a welcome guest at the house pf .l!
IOOit hospitable mao, my life. passed away in an equable tenour, .un-

9 
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ifttetrupted· by those· vicissitudes tlia.t ·elsewhere· ·befel;me; -and· th~ 
fore a DaJ18tive of it is 'little ·calculated-to interest the Reader.' Rather 
than occupy liis attention by relating my various hopes ·and ;disap
pointments . as ·the prospect of liberation became more or less favour
ablfl, I have chasen to present him With the result of some geaeral 
observations ·on' the oouotry, made during the daily excursions. which 
1 enjoyed· through the liberality of my friend.· The longer I resided 
in his htiuse, the· greatet was his kindness to me in allowing me 
those indulgences; and· the. more did he and · his· family ~rive· to 
reader tny exile agreeable~· · An ·event at length occurred which at 
Ollce delighted and distressed me, Wcause while it afforded me ·hopes 
of immediate deliverance, it . destroyed {(_)!' a tiine ·the harmony which 
10 long tmbiiited · bet•een· me arid my protector. ·1 ·allude to the 
taking of Monte. Video by the British troops under Sir· Samuel 
Auchmuty. ' 1 

On hearing· of the 'surrender of the 'place, ·I solicited Mr. Martine. 
to liberate oie, ·as I thought myself no· ·longer a prisonea·. He 
seemed muclr astonished at this,; and gave·me to understand that I ctm .. 
tinued a~ ·prisoner, because, riot' being adually at ·Monte Video, I 
was · still~ in the po'Wer and under the jurisdiction ·of·t.M Viceroy .of 
Buenos Ayres: 'Ibis worthy man"a mind was so ·.distracted by the 
fall of the town, and by the disgraee of the SpaniSh arm~ · that he 
secluded hiniself from· aoeiety, and .avoided all communication with 
me. Under these circumstances I was·advised to ·attempt my ·es
cape, . but' 'I ·felt' great repugnance. at tbe ·idea· of thus woundiag 
the feelings ()f ·a JQan who.bad humanely released· D;le from confine
ment, and had ever treated· me as a brother. !Averse to sueh·a~ aet 
of ingratitud-e, I intreated his amiable wife td intercede for me, and to 
suggest that, on retumiug to Monte Video, it might: be itt my power 
to be of service to him. But he rejected the proposal in the most 
vehement manner, and forbade any·one to talk ·to him·on the sub. 

·ject. I· now thought that . my liberty :was unreasonably denied· ~. 
aDd . aa I -.w no probability· ,of. obta~ning ·it· but·through~ my•owq 
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exertions, ladeterminea . at: all tWents to, make the: 'attempt. : After 
de1ibera~.for.some days,. and .. consulting .. with two ·men who ·had 
frequently .mention~d--the subject to.me, I decided on· my plan= ·of 
escape, .~ind gave them .six . ounces of· gold to provide hones awl 
.Wery .. thing. ·necessary. On the appointed night, all wa,s in. readi· 
ness,. the horses were saddled~ and. the . men waiting . to. escort me~ 
This mome~t was one of the most J;DelaDcholJ":in my .life~.1 1re6ected 
Wi.~h compunction that, while striving, tO reg-.in ~y tfeedom~ I was 
apparently .abusing tl)e. confidence.of . a man· of· .~onour. who bad 
done. all in his. power . to. merit· .my ftieatisbip •... . Agitated .by these 
emotions, and oppressed .by a sadness: w-hich· .tbe.thick gloom of 
the night rendered .more heavy,. I .. w.as·.wa~iog .to· aad .. &o i.Ji the 
neighbourhood,. on the.spot .appointed .for: my ·guides to meet. ·me, 
when 'a voice, to · .wbich-l·:was .. familiar, . ~sted me. .. The pel'BGii. 
was very near. me, bqt :owing .tO .the extreme.darllness l .could not 
see him . .. . He askecl me .. wh&t.l. was: .doing there •. . I replied;·" . o~I.Y 

"lk. L:.. t , ,, D . J , . 'd ........ " . to ~n. wa mg auuu . ·· . ; on. uan, sat . ~ . you are gomg . -_.,-
t · . ht" I d " . ..l--..1 .r, . t" H . l'ed " o mg ... , answere , . Ultwaa . .t· am ·DO • . e rep 1 ,. .. you are; 
and the .. mea w.hora you:llave..cbosen for your .guides a(e to:murder 
you; .to seize your .. money, and. to bury you .ia a ravine .. abo'ut .. a 
league distant. . The ,man . in .. whom.yo~ .. ha~e.lD08t confided has1L 
J.tnife ··coocealed . in. hiR saddle, with which he is to give you the fatal· 
bJow.."' This so ~red. me .. that I .w..u unable, at the moment, to 
make any answer.: :1 felt confi.dent.thatnpooe knew. ofDly intended 
·depart~ except .the.two men :aod myselt: On.asking, ~~ . how · do 
you. know. this?~. ae replied, . ~~. I ov.erl.;ard.tbem talkiog.of it." ·He 
added, "you know they .are botb : gaJJ~blers,. and one.of them. killed 
two .men last year:' . Ere I had recovtred. my surpri~, .. so as to 

t~peak again, the mao. went awa.y. . While meditating on. tile· choice 
.of. evils, uamely, whether 'to. run the risk of being.murdered . and 
thrown into a .ravine,. ~ to abandon my .design .and req~ain a pri
soner,. one of ·my •. biJ,ed. feons came .to iuform. me that the hones 
were waiting. ·I t.old .. bim 1 had a. violent.pressure atmy slo~ 
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and.· could not ride. He treated this very lightly, .and urged me with 
great earnestness to · mount at all events. ·Considering at this 
moment that money was of little value in comparison with my life 
and liberty, I offered to give him two ounces of gold if he would 
perform a piece of service for me, which I would explain to him 
through my room 'window at midnight. · He still used every argu
ment to persuade me immediately to set out, but finding that I per
sisted in alledging my indisposition as an excuse, he at length 
acceded to my proposal. Having reached my ·chamber, -I wrote to 
a magistrate in Monte Videa, who, I knew, would, · if be had sur
vived the assault of the town, send an order for my liberation. 
Having finished writing, the man appeared at the window according 
to .agreement; I gave him the · letter, charged him to conveY: it 
to Monte Video, and presenting him with two ounees of gold, pro
mised him another ounce if he should bring me an answer. He 
departed unknown to any of our good family, and on the fifth day 
f~llowing, in the forenoon, returned; to my inexpressible joy, with 
a paper, signed by Sr. Francisco Juanico, the magistrate to whom I 
·had written, stating that ~ was free, and ought immediately to pro
c~ thither. On receiving this welcome intelligence I hastened to 
Mr-. Martinez, and joyfully embracing him, gave him the ·paper io 
.read; after examining its contents, be observed, tbat it' was nothing 
official, but would avail me as a reasonable pretext for going ·away, 
to which ~e cordially acquiesced. He immediately ordered ·three 
Peons and a trusty old. Creolian to accompany me, with twenty
five horses, that we might perform the journey with greater expe- :~ 
di~on. The beat dinner was provided which the time woutd allow, 
and while· partaking of it I received the sincerest congratulations 
ori my liberation from my worthy host and his amiable· lady. I · 
then took an affectionate leave of every branch of this good family, 
expressing my warm acknowledgments of· the many obligatiollS' they 
had conferred on me. Having joined my guides, we each mounted 
a ~oJ"Se, ~od, ~t three i~ ~he afternoon; set· off at· fall speed, driving 
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~~t .9f.;t~&attlon\lefiflll ... , .. )lf.IW.:hol'll;bore~Jbef~ ··i .... · 
~:: l iJh~pl~itll •• ·tftit; D!~.; r'l\e:-- ·.·~~'u.' ~-dft 
~ :~\d..l;jlt::-.~tujmJt'M'1i · ,_, ~d- tbter'!~.~Luci•!·.ud 

· b~4, ~t,:;~~WP:,ia ~- tpar$o~,. : ,IWii _,!!(nl:.t.he·:Hnta to~ilbnte v-. ... · . .Act !b~ -1-Q\i~. ,iu., the CGI'~ 1)£ ,,;biMtour,borscts Wle,4riten 
for the purpose ~f.ob~ging_tbe~, I procured a slightrrepaatJef'dried 
figs, a(l:er which we again Dt®Dted and tra.elled tOlerably fresh · 
until six io ~be morning, . when we were again obliged to change,. 
having proceeded . about one hundred English miles. Oar horses · 
now began to lose their pnemus spirit, and were very much dis
tressed. As 9ur progress became slower and our changes more fre
quent, my anxi~ty i~c~, because I ·was. aware there were 
Spanish parties scouring th~ ,country about ·Monte. Video, and 
stopping the. paaaage. of .~lllrovieiohs flUB the interior.· ·To avoid 
suspicion I· rode in the cJ.,., of a Peon, with the luo coiled up and 
hung at my. saddJe• . At -eleven o'clock the heat of the day became 
oppressive, and our lwrsea ftaged uceedi~gly. 'lb add to my dis
tres.~ I had a violent bmmOr..bage from the nose, and could' obtain 
no water to drink or wash . with. 80 that; through lhirst and the 
c~lation of blood, I was aearly suWocated. · On arriving within . 
twelve miles of Moote Video our hones were nearly worn out; but 
no rest could be allowed for ·either them or the· men. At noon we · 
reached an Eng)is4 picqueb-guard on the outposts; after the usual 
questions I was. conducted by a soldier to the officer, ·to whom. · 
h~ving es plaine~ some particuJars, I rode to General Lumley's tent, 
and afterwards into- .the town. · · · 

.No language cap. de~ribe niy emotions ·on· beholding al) English· 
ftag on that tower .in· which I had been · so often -confined, and on 
seeing EDglish soldiers in possession of a place where I had ex- · 
perienced so much injustice and oppression. The joy FfeJt·made 
me forget my fatigue and the dangers I had passed tbrmigt\. I rode 
up to my friend's house; aiJ was barricadoed, and I fea~d the worst 
might have happened ; but on advaacing to the window I observed · 
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obe ~ ·the' ladies, who instanttyt recogni~ me.: Alf tbe 'family' 
-~comed me most cordially, and- iiw-ited ·me 4lo dinner, after wbicli 
I •ent, in my Peon's disguise1 to vi9it some·of.my frieads. <ln· taking 
possession of Mr. Martinez's bnuee,-1· found tny cheatS,: &c: undis-· 
turbed, and in the . sam~ oond.itiou' as when. I left them ·OD. going 

'i\!10 the -eountry.: ' · .. . · ; - '· · 
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.... :·. ,. ' J . • •• ; . \ 
• I• : ' . ~ ' 

·: ; • • : : ; 0 · , : ! I . . . • '; : • I ~ ; ..... ·, . 

· ·.· ·: cliA-P.' · nt · · . . ' ; . . : :. : :' ·• 

~llitiOft agaitlll Butftbi A.gru.~auiu of ita Failure.-.A.ceotmt 
· · • of tlae PopulatiOn of the Covnt;y, Qnd oj- tAe <Oariotu Claltu eAici 
: ·. eompo.e it. · · 
: ; : :. . ~ . .. . 

WJIEN. ~e ex~i~on agains~ ll~enos Ayres was .readY to sail,, 
. ~.: . . J ,()~iq~ Ge~eral. 'VVhitel9e~e' s .~rmission to go with the 
~y. ~~r :the: );lope of repove~ng .~he .property I had in that .~it)i, 
;al.ld. otferec;l my ~~i~ to ~~ complis~y.-general, whom _I acco~
..p&tl~··. O.n .9Ul' arr,iv~l at -~~ place ~f _dj~~barkatiQn I "~ su~:
·Pri~ -.tG .l~rq. ~ tJte;•~~Y·, ~~ .total_ly d~titute ~f guid~, .and 
.a)q~qst eq®.lly :~. o( .feo~~. ~hose.~iatance ~highly desirabl~ 
~o catchiqg .aqd Q~l{illl ~e :for the ~ubsistt;nce,of the tJ:oops. ~ 
.commander .in cbie(,: whom I ~et ~ith ,op t~e beach, expressed great 
.chagrin at the fa~ infotlllati~ ,pe, ~f'd..~jved.oJ;t this and other 
.P~~cula~ • . ;He.~. ~ Jesl).p :~~~t ~ lflod~ng-p~~e where th~ 
·~en ~ou~ not "'et t}lejr~h~;,~bere.~ .we~ ~p .to the breasts~ 
.water:. he h~sl been. tol~ tb~ gp~ ~~ld QJfer t~e~~~es in .whole 
.troops on this ai4e ~e ~v~r;.. 7"' opt ~ne was ~o ~ seep;._ . ~l.Y oil 
Ae m~r~ing ~ar )re; ~d Jp~4ed; ~ was ~uestt¥J. by an o~c~r. ~ 
Jlllllj,$! ip ol1~ining . .guid~, ~ .l~. difti~~ty ~e had in t~e s~rc._ 
.fully exposed tbe .oversig~t ~hicb bad been c~mmitted in neglecting 
tQ .secure a nJ,~~ber at Monte Video. Some useful persons thel'f! 
lla~ offered them~lv~, a~d . o~~y required to be :ostensibly pressed 
into the serYic;e,. in qr<lm: to, avQid ~be. ~P,OJP~P.J ,vhich might have 
awaited them had .th~y o~ly. ~pl~'*~~red. : .A~r mucJl, trouble an 
~-~gr.o .\Ta&. foq~d, .w.ho ~as compell~p ,.~. g~ide the ~rmy on 
its. way ~ )luepqs Ay~•· .Tbe 4~~~1ti.~ that .occurred on the 
~a.rch:~n.~~n~·Jl!'~am•,;.f<¥"4i~: ~~e18, ;~. 4~ve· .been alread.r 
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laid before tbe public, in the report of General Whitelocke'e tria1, 
and I believe the evidence recorded in that statement will bear me 
out in saying, that these difficulties were in great part attributable to 
the glaring omission above-s~~, .. ~~~yious to our advance to Quil
mes, a place four leagues distant· "from Buenos Ayres, the com
JJ»iuaey...gepe.r~ teq"est~d Al~·. to qodel\tak.e,tbt\ ~-..~ .of, tf.le 
.few )le.Qa~r we baA,·. in Qtd~ te. ·pr~.-.. .proviaiWJs for· ,the: ~pe. In 
th.~s ~~rvice I found myself of some usc, though no e~ertioo could 
~~pai~ the neglect which was observable in a department so essential 
to ·the a.rniy .... '•Th-e· eneltiy drov'e: ·the·. eattte &'Way . wherever they 
·c~ld~· ~ntJ:.on't ~~lfS·fdittid: ~lie ti~y extremel};WL~sing ~J Pe
rilous, f~t:tHeytwer'e frctqUeirt1y ~liased•' bj flre·Spaniards·a'M :drivewa 
.:within our· marching Coluni.J1s..-· .1A:$maD det~chntent .of rifte~ wu 
sent'" out to· eover their ~sdtirsioris; iuid \be ;s~rvk=e. was :a~r-lir$ 
.hiore;ekeetually'perfdt'dteati:.l@ft-otar aitivalat Qdllmes, after man' 
'Cfi~a~&i~.:~fi~untei's~:·Mie~Botd1ers' were··t':icessively.fat'igued; ·uP.. 
·wa~ds· bf t*o'liuridrett:of ihetn couMlmarerr oo 1ftttther.· · !fiie· centre 
uivieion; coD(maiidooi by ~G~ral' 'Wbitelocke,t" quitted this ·plact 
\fithbut' aoy· r~J'sbu ·conv~aht··wit~:{he ' C<:!u.ntrj .to· act as .g\iide', 
·ana on balting~'alter·aiitJjreJ.-of.'fdtir:at! fiVe hOUrs, they·foundlthat, 
mstead ·of'havmgfOl1owed:tiie·ro~te··c;rthe'aH•anced i:H~i!rion, · ufittel-. 
General' Cta\Vfufd, · the"y· h~ tak~ a. eircuit:' 10' · th~ ·left," aop· were 
almbSt :as far' . tron\ Boerioi ·'Ayres ·as :wheri '·they·· set· out. . I a~ 
·dd~tifally m.et the' General while l -\va~ ~ding about giving directioas 
1o :th'e. PeonW '; and ori sp~kin·~ Wit.h him be. ~pressed great- irri~. 
tJon and ·disappointineut at. the' '8~tuadon ·in which he found .liimseltt. 
Tlie next morning the ·divisitin· advanced,' and crossing · the R~:· 
chuelo; jdirted ~hut of -General Cr8.trfur8;·1lbont four in the after
noon, • ·~hen w~ :Were infOrmed 'of the· skirtnish ttiat· had taken place-, 
and of':thb!bllhrion: :t&at badi raue.;·into''Ot'lr'handti. : .. :. · : · 

It is by· no. iliea~t rimprobable ibat· the· fate·'Oftlie. ex~dition 
was decided. by tb~ delay. :Wh~ch· tOOk p1ace .. iri. the junctto~' -or tlie 
centre· with' ilie advaneed:.1fflisi6n ;··fdr,dJad'· they Joined; :tbe da) 
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before; "they wou1d:mo&t .:probably·ba~ . enmued ·.the town: .imme
diatelyt ·While patt of the enemy's forces :were out of it,. and ·unpm
pared. This· delay, 'thdugh &hort, pre the ·latter.. time to entrench :and 
foJtify th~ir-streets, and. to post;thetnsel'fet ·in the mostadvantapou» 
wtati()Ds • 

. ,_. . Doring · the few.-. day& we were i'n posse.ion of: the subUrbs 
I was requested· to take cbitrge. of; the Pulperias. (hou!$ where liquor 
ie' .sold); in or~er 'to prevent the :soKli~ froNt getting lnt.Osieateti 
.f.had ·a 86rjeant-arid a. small· party· of soldiers. under my. directions, 
and placed sentinels where I. thought propel'.;' ·While engased : • 
·this· ~erviCe I :had it· in my power· to- rend~l::assista1iee· t0 many 
families who had fled hithet .from the towa .for·refu~' Many of the 
ltoo&eB I found filled with femailes,. &ltnoat frightened to death;;·: to 
~e I gave such -protectiao ·a& my· inftuence o•er the soldiery .enabJeci 
Me to Offer; · and supplied th~m :with ·provisions. by·mean• oft~ Peoua. 
' · It ·was -afterwal'ds determined . to enter the town ; the misfortUnes 
attending that' rash atl:etaptld"e'ro()not-orioutJ:to ueed. repetition herd • 
.A capitulation was · signed 'by- our chiefs, and au armistice took 
place during the fulfilment of the terms.· In fact the . situation· of 
uut!·army was:w t:riti.cal; ·that·th'ey :were· obliged. to accede. to·the cow
dmcms·dittatfld hy the enemy, or pe'l'baps.eventoally.tobecome priao-. 
ners at discretion • . The restoration of Monte Video was the .stipu .. 
Jation most to be regretted, for _every principle . ~f good policy 
required U!J to keep that tQ~~ to t~e last extre~ity, nay some of th~ 
.beJSt-informed among the ·.Spaniards: ·were o( opinion·, that our army 
alw.uid have been ·oonten~ with ~he .~on of tJ~te·nortb. side of 
the. Plata,. without venturing any · farther, ~ause we ·should thus 
bave ·commanded the trade of tbe· ·irit~rior, and Buenos Ayre5 would 
in ~he 'end have found it necessary to' corne ~ terms of accomllloda7" 
tion higbly tP our advantage•. 

' ' ' ... . ' . 

. ! 

:• ~ il vith p:at regn:t ~t I ~Dtioa. the W..teqaical wltich the .Peoaa m~:widl fm• 
eat ~1· · They .bad been promieect.,._ rcwanta ·~.tbeir actiftty inrdriftas··catf!le·1IDII 
teCUriag prm.icma clariDI·tbl· . ..-..,. ' • . lot cbcir.pcpt ..... - ....... . Mia die 
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• · After:. the ·army had reimbarked ·for. Moute Video. I Nblamed .a. 
.few days to .fOrward 'SOme busioeu forthecomm-...,, aod.to.atteod 
to =my O'f!n. It was gtatifyiog to me to 6nd· -th-t ·die atn.ioes J bad 
·:an -opportunity. of rendering to thoae families tlaat laad taken. refuge 
in the suburbs during the siege were not forgotten; they all stroM 

· *hieb ·.should be fomemoet. in teatifyiog their aoknowledgment& by 
·evfliY. polite attention which it was in their power to a&tew I1K\. . • : 

.. · ~My. abort atay ·at Buenos Ayres. did, not .afFord me time to make 
AllY geological ·researches ; iadeed the country behini i~ beiiJI a.YM 
plain, without any trace& o~ rock, did :Qot oft"er .m.uch scope for sw:h 
"8.0: uudertakiog.: . With the exceptj~ C>f a . part of the baok .near .tbe. 
mol~, ~bfub is·of graoite, .I searcely .found an iodw-ated ·,.ublt•nce 
during tbe -whole. ·route. .Judging· from the shells. and ptber man. 

· productions :which are oocaaionally found in the P&mpae,. I stw.W 
· ronclude ·that those . extensive levttl .districts have form~d, at BOQae 

, .period, the bOttom of ·the river, and that they have ~ea loft dry 
by ·the pro~i.ve precipitation of matter and the deepening of tbe 
Rio de Ia Plata in its preient channel through a loag course of ap~ . 

.. . A circumstance which &ee"m& to support tl1is conjecture~. that the 
land continually gains upon the river, ·and that at those ti~ when 
the wind . bloe. from ·the .Pampas, a ·coolliderable extent -of :the· ·bank 

· .on the side of Buenos Ayres is,left dry. 

capitulation was signed, .u they were accompanying ·. waggon full of our wounded (rom the 
cOinla o£ Mieerere to the • R.ctiro, .•. place ateignecl for ou . re-embarbtion, ·they" were 
DICt and recopized, in their 4iepiac, by a .party tJf Spaniuds, who, aaSCriag the ........ 

• . . 110: ~ · ea.rried thcae qn~ ,.CO· to prilon. Heai'iag of· tbiJ 1 madc!I'CP,UJed app&D 
tioaa to the Commiuary~l to induce him to procure their liberation 5 he ueured me that 
he bad represented the matter to the Commaoder.in-chief, who had promised to attend 
to it. The. men, howner, DeTer Wert h"berated; IODlt Wel'e executed, . aDd Others con:.. 

demned to hard labour. Tbua not only were·tbeJ· disappointed of ·d.eif:*"'*'d, Wt 
· ab~ed in their hour of need by the men on whole good t'aith they had ~lied, and 

W~ ca111e they had seaJousJy eentd. Tbe Commander-iu.-c:bicf might m1'C obtm.:d ~ir 
4Uc:baipb.y makillg:a epilitad reDioDitranCc1 bat hc·omitted to do .to, and~ Ye:r'f :'IC• 
:nerauy·aocueed for this aofceHng ncgleetJ the Spaaiaida tbomeelfts ipoke with iodipa.._ 
« our:lnhuawaity in.laaYiaB. tt.e .poo.r.iDcD tO. be P"'""""' • ....... ~ · · · · ... 
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· ! ·'ft~ ·pbpwatioirof lJtttmos·Ayrea·arid·its iriunediate aiibarbs,i~a.; 
~tusive of · the ·country . in its vieimty~ · baa beien 81C8riained tii 
:amount -to upwarcia · ofiiltty· thouund· -souk. ·The. proportioa!of 
·females ·to mal~ is '!Aid ·to ~lis fm~r to·one, ·but if we take into con• 
=sRI~tit>n 'tbat· many n1en ·are··almoat daily arriving· from Europe, ·a& 
1Yell as . frbtrl the &utb· :Atnericao provinces, ·and that uDder the· old 

. government either the militia nor the marine Wa& recruiteclfrorit the 
~ mass of tb~ . popUlation, -We mall ind feaeoD to CK*:lude .tb-.t tho 
; pmportion of the sexes itt Bot' so unequal , In .. the rioterior the·· .e•
. cess of males is . v#!5ry great, ~ as tbellandt· ant granted, in lup 
-&aCts on·ty;' and bUt -poorly cultivated; thert is no encouragement* 
·--.the labOuring claases-to marry and setde Upoll. them. Tbe poo11 :are 

. cOmpelled t~ temain single. frGm the •ery hate' 1'8Be0Jicea 00 nich 
ttiey depeild-·lbr ·subsistttnte, and· are ~•tomecbt.o .colllider tbe 
married state as &aught wiltla~ ht!li•y burthena nd· .itlmtable miaiv-f 

. tunes.: ·I-t is .not ·UtletMilfJKJlB to:fiD'd eawee·qarp.than aa EogliJ~ 
coMity ·witft hardly more :.tMn .a bund.W ·labOven;~ thea:,· who 
_$ubs\st ··u·pon the sale· of. a · little ()()I'A' which each i• ·permitted. ·'to 
grow. for: himself,:' but only· to' lMICb- :SO!~eXteat .-. ... -ailagle man «:an 
ploogh·. . . . ; ~ ' . . ; . . . 
~ · The' .-~arious races .which compose· the pepulatiea are as. follow : 

~~ Legitimate· Spaniards ,or. :Europeans.. .In Buenos Ayres ·.them 
. -.. are about. three thousand ; . in .the interior the numbe.r is v~ry- t_r.ifti~g. 

exc~pt in Potosi, which, being a mining country, contain_s many.. . 
· .... i. Creoles ; legitimate descendaat8 from Spaniards or-'~uropeaOs. 
:· ·. ~ ~s. -Mestiiros, ·the oftiprihk of ·European-and IndjaQ .~tt • . . : 

•1··• ·•1 1fodians{:aJmost ·aH· of whO.·:have ·some mi:ltn.N ·of Spanish 
b. lood' . .··--·. . . . . . . . . . ... ;, IJ I • • • • • 

~· Brown. mixtures of Africans and Europeaqs. · · . . . . 
J • 6 •. ·y~lattos of various degrees.' . . . r . 

· :AU these races intermix without restraint, :so. that: it is difficult~~ 
· 'define the. minor gradations· or to assign limits to the ever-multiplying 

·· :,arieties. Few fiuriilies are enti~ly exempt· from characteristics• of 
9 . l 

' :·· .. .... . 
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~aclii!IR:'OI'igia,. phyeical.aa. irell·a.. IUOill~ wl~·ts :we\I,JnJ.O•n rtiM~·ia 
the Spanish . eoJooiel Jitde . ~prd is now :paid ·to .p'lrity :q( ~@ ;_ 

tile nrioaq •wgulations .. for. preserving. tlte ra.ces dist.iaot· ilav~ -gradu-. 
ally htErime!oblelote •. i Tlti,s may.~ reg4rded. . .- a UlOOJeQ~J;y·e~il.; 
ltat·DJ&J'Iif aot·;be coociucive ia U.<loO«f'tul~tto $~good 10f ~c;ty. 
by ~ ellilcelitn.tiag the ·iutereats: .ei · U.. ~arilws. ~eJ._., · wbi~ ip; re, 

. arainins';&eparate might'Oiie.day ,eodBPget:~ .. .-t¥&itJ.. qf tbe: gov.fm"\ 
ment.;&i liu ;been t~ .caae .in, the .F.-ch .cQiooy. bf. ~ DqmipgQ? . . , 
- .. duJdtsmibing:the orders .. bf aoeiety·ia .BueDGJ. Ayrei,. it .. ia 1 ~ 
sary:to.preoiilf~r.thatl-.to:~la. the~!.aot ·by ·degr•411:4~f1~~ 

·.I •k•; on ·profeieion,:·b•t ~ ··•he·.reJ.atiue ~tim~tion in 'Ybidl .. ~J 
.auul~ i~ point of. piopel!tJ' ot pqblic .. utefulntWJ. . , :. . .. ! : ~ • . .. 

. '·;-oJdmg·;to -tbis,tc:ale, .dae·,int. w.hi~ co~: uq~r .... _,..., 
tion isltlae.coiDJDercial~ea..: · .Ev!elly. ~a :~n"'g, tq ~ frq~ . 
.e!tiucl*illi·iabfthcbcoraer ·bf ·thct.tt.Net. t-Q,~_QpPlfM\t .IJi84.qJ;.P,J.;J¥A 
-~use, iadiigmiedby·tbe•,Ppe11Mioo11i.-claft~,y~ ~ i9'J~~T 
dtt.als.-.o•g·~~Jayjilltdaidl to.~t ·tithtt ••.thi;y .-,.•JWP.Y 
iu tliab t-~1 mowledge.SQ elllelldt1in!t:(tQlQJ~~&t;d~iMI·;. ~.Y. 
a~e avene!to.itll.speculatien,:and eaterp~tr.e..s tbu cpf~MM9.• ~~ti~. ~f 
their business is to &end orders to Spain for the articles they n~,~~ 
to :sdll. hy Ntail:at .• exQl'bK.ot ·pro6c·Ji:b..yoo4 :t~~ ~y. ~ve. 
hardly a amgle idea,.and it.~ beeP .Ud tbat :$h~~t:~~~,for 
app()iing .a free wde with foteip: nationS: is ~ wn•ci9~~ 9.f ~~if 
ow.n. mCI'eantile in~pt4rience. . :Tbe m~e .~~~~ra~ ; h~~~ .. an; 
abaost all · braacbea. o( s<Qe; &aropean ~ta~li~me~t;; .. .fe~ of :the· 
CreolEII ·have any rtgUlar. ttade. ... T~,q.~ -"'•~ ]wwc;y,:r .?:ho 
eu~ in it ·are: IIWICB .more liber"- in trn;ir iCf8Q~9,D~JJ,uaQ. ~~ 9ld 
Spaniards, and are observed to make less rapid fortunes, for. ·tbei' 
manly and independent .. chamcter mak~ ~~ 'p)Jrn .~·.Q1iser:a~le 
economy, and disdain to assume that ehurch-going.hy~s..J. w.J:ti.ch 
mmt ·be practised twioe or thrice a-day. by ~ ~&.o 'f~, cn~rich 
the~l¥es· through the patronap of the opulent families. Amoog ~h~ 
inferior tN'de&men, ·those woo gain. most. are the pulperqs, t~e .wan> 

Digitized byGoogle 



(. 41 ) 

;'lwnatmel'(; .. :and ... the· ··sbop-ke~rs. · ·, fl'he· :pu1ptl08 · retail . Winer, 
-llrandy~ candles, 8ausages,' ,salt,· bread,- spi~s,· wood,-.gr.elu~~; ·brim:. 
stoneptc. 'Uheir shops are generally loungitig~pl&et!s \for thcndle :aDd 
dissipated of the community. In ·Buenos -Ay~s · there· are ·about 
.-weo;huDdfed of:.them, each· more Or' lesa··iil -the Jiht~ :of some. 
iieber indi\'idl!M. · · · Tbe, nrehousemen· -Sell earthen: ud gla88 ·ware,. 
-dn!p, ~rious artiCles of CO'DSumption·,.· and some: goods ·of home- · 
manufacture,- wholesale and- retail.· 1'he -~hop-keepers ~amount. ·to 
near-ly'Si~ hundred in·number;. they, s6ll~woollen cloths:r,sitks; ·cotton 
;gnods.of .an· sorts, ·bats, and- •various. other artidts ·()f ·-wearing ap;
paNI. · Many of them make censiderable fortUDeB, · those especiaiy 
who. trade to · Lima, ·Peru;, Chili,. or· Paragaay, :by· means . of young 
men ~hom' they 8end · a8 agents o• factom. · There 'is .another :descri~ 
:ticm \lf metcbaats, ·if such they may be •caHod~ ·wtlo; keep' iit --the 
htlck,...gr~udd aod enrich · th~Jves by .monopalimng .Yictuals~ ~ .. d · 
·by fme&talling tbergrain b..OUgbt· to· market from the: interior, much 
t. ·the injury of the agricultural interest. . .. , · · · · ·, · · :· · ·. ·· · : 
· ·The. .erosll oktss of inhabitaui~ oonsi&U ~f the· praprietors of 
eiitatqs and houses. They aN-in general Creoles, 'roF few Europeani 
.employ· ·tbeir funds in building, or in tbe pumhase ~ef' land, .until 
tliey have realised a foituae to ·live upan, · which commonly ·takes 
place when they are far advanced ·in life, so that their ··eat.Bbliifi .. 
men& pass immediately into the hands · otT· their· successors. The 
siill pie landholders· derive so ·little revenue from their possessions, 
tltat they ·afe generally in debt to- their tradesmen ; their gains are 
but too commonly 'engrosllf'd by· the· mooopelists, and ·having ·no 
magistrate to repfesent them, they· find themselves destitute· of ef~. · 
fectual resources·against ·Wl'otig and eXtortion~ So defective and· ·m •. 
regulated are the coocems of ·agricoltore in this country, that· the · 
proprietor. of an estate ·really worth 20,000 dollars can scarcelY, · · 
silbsist upon it. 
; · U oder the class of landed proprietors I may reckon the cultiva..c 
tori, here called quinteros or· chacareroa, who grow wheat, · maise,: 
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and· other. grain. ·.'Ijbeae~men ·a..e td <:fepreseed and. impoftl'ilhed 
that, ootw.itbs.taading-.the jmportance ,of their- calli~g', and the pub
lic ·usefulness of tbeir;l~tboun. they·are ranked among'the·people.of 
least cooaequence io ~ciety •. · ·. · · : · · · · · · 

The third. class is composed of ·buidicraftameO.. such • mMODB, 
carpenters, tailors,: .and shoe-makers, ·who, · :alth~: · they wor'k 

. hard. and -. receive. great · wages, ·~Seldom· 1 realilie property. . The 
journeymen• :are u~ally ~plei :of · oolour;l the . . masten .for·tbe 
most part. Geooese•··and. univ~aiy. ·foieiguera, :for tbe Spanianla 
d68pisB.these.; tradest. and·.cannot stoop! to. werk'along with.tfllegroe 
or· mulattos. ' ,Mury 1of: the lower ordets derive· subeistence ._ 
tbe~e~. and- othell employments: of a similar a-.ture ;· here .are lim• 
btimei'B, · ·wood..cutters, · tauners; curriers, &tc. The free portBn 
constitute >a aumerous body of; m~n ; they. ply about the atneeta 
to load· aad ~riload. carts, .and .carry buidena, ·but 'they are so 
ide and. ,diuollUJet .that DO : maa· can. depead . on tbeir services for 
a week together; when they have· a little money,. _they drjok 'aad 
'gamble-, .-and ; when·. peonyless, they sometimes betake themselves 
to ·pilmring •. · Tlaeae ·habits have . long rendered them a. ·public 
nuisance,. . but no co~ctive :measures haYe ;hitherto been ··takeo; 
nor ·doe&· there. appear, ·.on t~~ partr of· the· higher orden, any dispO-
sitidrHn reform them.· .. · . · 
·- Persens· employed in ·public oftices may· .be comprehended UD• 

datt·tRe fOurth , clan. . ·The . best situations under Government are 
held . by. native . Spaniards ; those · of less emolument by · Creoles; 
the .former are regarded as· mere sinecures, and the penons en• 
joying them are considered as in no way serviceable to the commu-
nity ex'Cept by spending their large salaries 'Within it. . ; 
· The ' fifth class is the · militia or soldiery. Previous to the 
invasion of the English: the ofticers . were not much noted for 
military science, . or for that at·dou1· which leads . to the acqui
sition of it; their chief ambition was to obtain commands in towns 
and villages, especially those on the Portuguese frontier, where they 
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might enrich themselves by smugg1iog. The privates were ill-dis
ciplined, badly dreised, and :badly paid. 'fbe effective force which 
the crown · of Spain maintained in· these po88essions was. ·one 
regiment .of the line, which . was ·to • consiSt of I tOO men, but was 
recluced. to lcsa than· half; .one; regiment of dragoolll amounting to 
~ t,o of Cava.ltJ called·blaodeoguea;·600 ~aeb,-·a.ard · one•or .. two 
oompariies;of art~llery. With .tb.e· exception of the 'bJandengues, all 
the troops w.em orjginall y J~eDt froa1 ·die· Penin8ola, but: aOt • having. 
ftur :··the.lait twenty yeam. been .. recruited ·from theilce; tbeir:tanks 
were gradually filled by . natives~,. :By · em~ence' .theyi were··called 
vetera•s. :but) they. have been·.of ·Jate disbanded, and· Uieir·, officers 
hare-puaed to the .cooanand: of ~e Dew · cotp~' which·· ftre .formed 
Gn thtl.Bn~ish in~asioa~, Thetfoireofthese corpsu.JI ·b6eatimated 
at'.nioie·thQu81111rl aeu, ... .-.·~ · ··.· · :;·· · : · : : · . · . . . 
· i • T.be. ·si11th ·alan .is tilt! .cleJYi. in Dllllrher! about a.J thousatKL : Th6 · 
aeculars ate-distinpbed..., daeirileaitti.Dg\ 'hot.our, tmd· pro~ity from 
de fria~.wbo .are•in perar.so groi8ly· ignorant and -superstitious, 
that:·they.,~eilder~ no .rea.I .. aerriee-·to the public· iil ·any: way, but 
rath~:r tend . to distutrb 'the ' mind& rif the . honest . and . well .. dis-
nniled ' ' " ' · •" t ' ) . ·,,'1' o ' • o• ' ''•j•f I ' • ' • ' . ' • . • r-- ·• , . ' . . ·. .. . . , ~ . . . 

,. Every ·obsqrvatioo) I *as: 4ble· .. ·to~ make~ ga;ve· me· a'filvourable 
idea Of the : general chara.etef, Of . ~I people :, • they: ~fe ti1JCtab~ 
prudenf.t. $Ud ·generous;. ·· and: doubtless, bad , they been under & 

IDilder,andmore!·beaeficent govemm~nt than· that of :the· Spaniards, 
they might have become a model to other colpnies; but·it is la
mentable to add, that in points of morality they cannot .be_ consi~ 

. dered as much superi.or to the .o~her inbaJ>itants of America. This 
is attributable to the want of a proper system of education for 
youth, to the pernicious example afforded by the vices of the 
Europeans, and, in a word, to the prevalence of an intolerant system, 
which, by aiming .to make men what. they cannot be, cause them to 
become what they ought not- to be. The excessive rigo.ur exer
cised by the ministers of worship as well as by the government, for 
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the suppression .of. immorality, . defeats its own end; it is. like the: 
u.nskilful- practice of a pb'ysician, which, directed solely against ~e 
external symptoms, ,aggravates instead. · of. removing · the disease. 
Tbus, ·while open · profligacy. is discountenanced in Buenos Ayres,
libertinism of a · more dangerous kind is connived at, if ·not tole
rat~d; the. peace of the.most respectable ··privateJamilies ·is iiabJe 
to be destroyed by votaries of seduc.tion,· \Vho ·.resiJect .. neitherj.tbe 
purity. of female virtue, nor the sacred ri~ts of matrimony. This 
evil pervades aU classes. of society, and is the source of domestic 
disputes, which often lead to serious consequ.enees. · . . ·;· ·· 
.. In thus attempting . to describe the state· of Buenos Ayres·as f 
found it in the year 18q7, I haYe purposely avoided all discu~sion& 
of a political . nato~, .and have declined entering into a :detail of 
the events which led to the present struggles of the people. for. 
independence •.. Circumstanced: as I. then was~ I had ·DO . means of 
procu~ng -correct . and impartial · infonn~ion oo · the subject, but 
since my return I have been. · favoured .with a commuuicatiori, cou~:
taining a brief history of the Revolution, by ·a. gentleman whose 
official situation at Buenos Ayrea. aBOrded him the amplest oppor
tunities of obscrvin_g its rise and progress. This communication · it~ ~ 

terested me so much that. I solicited. aad obtained .pe;miasion : to 
ennex it. to this work in a 4etached fonn, and I submit~ it to the 
public under the impression that. its authentic character, and ~the. 
spirit of moderation. which· it breathes. will easure to it a · .<~ndid· 
and favourable reception. • •. 

• See Appendix A. 
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CHAP. IV. 
. J 

Voyage.to St.Catlta-it~e'l.- De1cription of that Island, and of the 
Coalt in ita Vicmity.·:_ Arrival· at &nto1, and Jot.irney thence 
·to St.Pauf8. 

QN my.return to ·Monte Video, I lost rto time in. putting in exe-·· 
. cntion ·.my ·plH'pOBed v0yage to Rio de Janeiro • and as advices 

had arrived, stating . that considerabJe difficulty might attend· the· 
entrance of an English ship into that port, I bottomned a Por-. 
tuguese .. vtssel,: called the v encedor, and was joined by a party of .· 
gentlemen whose ' business. required them to visit 'the. ·capital of 
BmmJ •. : · ·. : · 
. ·In the beginqing of September 1807-; :we. had just embarked our. 

atoek for this . voyage;· when. ·an order .for the immediate evacuation· 
Qf Monte Video· by our troops was unexpectedly issued. As it' had· 
beeo geqeraUy lielieved that a prolongation· of. the time ·for giving 
up the plli~e ·bad ·been agreed on, the greatest hurry and confusion' 
prevailed in embarking the troops and stores, as well as the baggage· 
of iodiyidoab.- .AbOut .mid-day the whole. was on board; a signal•' 
gun VIIS .theo. fired for the ·Spanish troops ·to enter, and about three 
in the .afternoon. we '~)ad the mortification to behold their flag 
hoisted .on tile rampartS of this important military post and commer
cial depbt, which· the·. British· threes laad, a short period before, so 
bravely and so dearly won. . 

Having still some purchases tQ make, I returned .on shore, with 
two of lily friends, &:hotit 'four' o'C,lock, 'but w~ had soon reason' to 
repent .. ~f our temerity,. fo~ · oo p~iog ~be : mQle \ve wer~ .n.9t.iced as , 
~nep1ies ~nd .threateDed .severely, .so that we. found it necessary· to 
pass into the more private streets in order · to·a.void the· malignant: 
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and hostile taunts of those very men who had of late expressed 
themselves our friends and well-wishers. Desirous of expediting 
our several affairs as much as possible, we separated, and I was not 
able to rejoin my companions. until .eight in the evening. I found 
them in great anxiety for my safe.ty; the Spaniards had fired a feu
de-joie from the citudel·an~ fort.S~. Joseph, ahcf.were ·uow.. preparirag 
for bou~~es• and ilJuminations, and my fioieada, .though they did 
their utmost to avoid the riotous crowds that paraded .the t<iwn, had 
several narrow escapes from being plundered and stripped by the 
89ldiety .. 'Ve,;all got safeJy.on· board by kn o~clock, Cbogratult\ting 
eACh othor on.haviaig happily· :avoided the ·daagers· ~ which our. rash 
qonfidence, in the.. aD_licable disposition ·of the · inhabitants bad ex. 
pos~d ~s • . ' ;__:, ... ,. . . : ··· · .' . . . . 
. . 0':1 .th~ 11th of Bepteinber w.e sailed froin· the Rio de Ia· Plata;- the 
~es~J&,~()_u3d .for the eape of Goo~ Hope werei theo.ilearly out of 
sight, and as we beheld them we felt a melancholy but proud de.: 
liaht j~ rdl~ting;t)lPt. after spch~grievous .and. unexpected Tefenes, 
QQt. .brave coy.mtrymen were:onee more .within their: ~ide undisputed 
~mpir¢, .the .oceaa. ,;After 8: voyage, in :,rhicb; no~i1g *orth relation 
~aur.r.edt. we.made tbe island of$t..patherine's 011: -ttie .19th; at suo
ri~,. and·; were ·t;ielighted · ·with .... gnwd aDd· picttireque view ·or its 
cQnical :r0!Cks.· rising abruptly. from .tb.e se84 ·embellishett: with the 
)Qfty mountains. of Brazil, cQvered. w.ith :wood· in .'the.back~ground •. 
'thifJ sublime .scenery interested :\16: th6-'.mdre·tftom .'the ·coatrast it 
~n~ed w.ith. the extensive .and w09dless. plaiDB of Buelio6 Ayres. 
Thi~ isJaod is. situated in 27 and !9~· soo.tb latitude;: and is separated 
frpll) .the continent by a strait, in some places:not half.a 'league wide~ 

· •; One mo!:fe which ,they ~ot-ted for dia~lapa~ thei~ .~umpla ~er ~~ ·Ia~ eoaqueaon 
waa singular enough ; they col!ected all fbe sign boards belonging 'to the Eogliah wardlouaea 
and ahopt, aDd made a bonfire ·of them~ A great qmintity of theae boatels were from the 
~u, the 11111ten of wU:h 1had been oWiged ~ hall'e on:them.the following inscription, 
~~d in ~arse ~r,en, '' Liceneed to~ Uqupr-1' 
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'EtRE!risrg 'the .p.tt of· St.· C~rine's: by the north, we p~ 
aeveraJ.·islaOOSj 'OD one of which,, westward of the. entranee, atoc!Ki 
the re~b:te. fOrt of Santa Cruz. After mooing a few miles .fu 
shoal water, we sailed into a narrow passage guarded by two fOitS, 
•hich fonns the harbour. From· the anchorage, and more particti
larly from the landing-place, which is at the bottom of a verdant slope 
of about· five hundred yards, the town has a most beautiful appear
eoce, and: the perspective is nobly crowned by its fine· ·cathedral. 
The green is intet'Spersed with orange-trees, and fonns an· agreeable 
parade. Immediately on ·entering. the· ·tmvn, we discerned in ·its 
general appearance, and in the manners of its iohabitantw, & strilting 
superiority over those which we had of late visited.. These housea 
are well built, have t\vo or three· storiesf with~.boarded ftool'S, and 
.are prorid~d·with ·neat. gardens,. well smcked "with exceHent:·vege
t&btes and ilowers.-•. !flie town. consists of $evend. Si~;l·and :may 
~ntaio frbnf five tba!sand tO; six thousand iftbabitan1B. · ··It iai a;~~ 
port. · The produce of tlie island· cGnffists·in riCe,- niaize; ibandiOOa, 
roWee of ·excelleilt quality,· oranges, perhaps the finest: hi the·wortd, 
and a variety· of oiber fnii~. Sugar: .and :indigJ>: are likewise pfOO. 
duced, but in small quanti tie~. · . A profo8ion of Jthe ·fine8l--:&wttra 
'indicates the gehial nature of its ·climate;·. thle r<Hfe: and the: jessafuin 
1l'le it:J bloom :all the' year rOUDd. · . · ; 1 . · ,. } . ; ; ! I;'' ! l 

.. The .surfaee of the· isla.Rd .is varied' witli mou~tain8,:plains, d:nd \in 
· s6~e :pl~es ~mpa ; here 'is found a stratum of e1Cce1Umi red clay, 
-wbieh is manufactured into jars~ culinary ves$e1s, large wa.~ .. pofit, 
&c. which ·a..e: exported in considerable quantities to the Plata ·and 
to· Rio de Janeiro. The lands capable of cultivation are under COIP 

tiiderable improvement; ·8 great extent· of them ·was formerly cOv(ft'd 
with . Jarge trees, but as great quantities· have of late years been cut 
down and used for ship--building, goad timber may now be CQn
sidered· scarce. They grow ftax bere of a ':ery fair·qttality, of which 
the fishermen make their lines, nets, and cordage. 'fhe sea here
abouts· produces an abundant variety of excellent· fish~ arid some 
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fine p~wns; so laJW3 is the supply to. the maakee, that a .quaafit1 
of fis~ sufficient to dine a dozen persons, may be had for a . sbillin~ 
.Meat is much the same in quality as at Monte Video, being rather 
.bard and lean ; its general price is about . three halfpence per pound. 
Pigs, turkies, ducks, poultry, and eggs, as. well as fine vegetabla 
ttnd excellent potatoes, are plentiful. and ·cheap. . .. 

The trade of this place is inconsiderablt"., as the produce doe8 not 
much exceed ·the consumption of the inhabitants, who are in ge
neral fa~ from rich. It affords an agreeable retirement to merchants 
who have discontinued business, masters of ships who have .left of' 
goiog to sea, and other penon~ who, ha\·ing secured an inde .. 
·pendence, seek only leisu~ to enjoy it. Few places are better 
calculated for such a purpose than this ; ·it is en)if'eoed by. the nu .. 
. ~rous. coasting-vessels from Bahia, Pernambuco. IWd other poft;s;, 
bound·rfor the Plata, which frequently touch here; and it.is amply 
·provided with artisans of all descriptions, such as tailors, · sh~ 
,.makers, tin-workers, joinen, and smiths. The inhabitants in general 
;ue very · civil and courteous to strangers.; the ladies are haodsome 
and very lively,·their.chief employment is. ·m.aki.og of lace, in which 
.they display great ingenuity aud taste. 
. The ~ountains of . the interior, and the rocks on th~ coast, are of 
primitive granite. Close to the fort, on the left hand of the en trim~ 
.to the harbour, . is· a vein of griinstein in various states . of decompO
.aition, which ultimately migrates into clay of. a superior quality tq 

that generally found in the valleys. The soil in the interidr, being· ra
ther humid, is surprisingly fertile. It consists principally of. a rich 
-¥egetable .decomposition, o~ which throbs and plants gro\V in great 
luxuriance, Myrtles appe~r in all parts, and a most beautiful va • 
.riety of the paseion~fiower is found in equal abundance. Here · ia 
-also a profusion of roses, pinks, rosemary, &c. 
. .The animals are chiefty opossums, monkeys, and armadillas ; 
.t~re .are various serpents, ~mong which is the beautiful corrat·snake. 
Of birds, there ~re. cr~nes, haw-k~, pa~rots, . of v.ariou' ~ species, 
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· bumming birds and tOucans, the latter of every variety in great 
numbers. · 

The climate is seren~ and wholesame, its solstitial heats being 
moderated constantly by fine breezes from· the south-west and north
east, which ~ the winds that generally blow 'here ; the latter prevails 
froin September to March, and the former from April to August, so 
that a "voyage to the north, during one half of the year is slow and 
tedious. . 
· The island is divided ·into four parishes.: 1st, Nossa Senhora de 
Dereito ; td, ·St. Antonio ; Sd, · Laguno ; and ·4th, Riberon. The 
divisions of the opposite part of the continent· are likewise under the 
jurisdiction of the governor of St. Catherine's, who is subject, in cer
tain cases, to the captaincy of St. Paul's, and in others to the Go
vem·ment of Rio de Janeiro. These divisions, are 1st, St. J~; 
!d, St; Miguel ; and Sd, N ossa Sen bora de Rosario ; the entire po-

. j>nlation of . the island and its dependencies amounts to about 
80,000 souls. 

Of the fortresses ·which defend this island the most considerable 
is Santa Cruz before-mentioned .; there are four others, Porto Grot¥~, 

. Batones, · Estreito, and Conce~io~ Oft' the former there is safe 
anchorage for a fteet of men of ·war, and the harbour which it pro
tects may be entered by ships of SOO tons, if not of a heavy draught 
of water. Ships paNing the channel are required to send a boat on 
shore at Santa Cru~ before they proceed. · 

To the west of the island, on the opposite coast, is an almost in
accessible bar.rier of lofty mountains, thickly covered with trees and 
underwo<id. At a small pori in · the vicinity, called Piripi, which 
has a very pretty river, an immense quantity of fish is caught, dried, 
and exported. They are extremely fat, and very soon become ranci<f. 

On the continent, opposite the town· of St. Catherine's, stands the 
pleasant village of St. Jose, the inhabitants of which are principally 
occupied in sawing timber into planks, making bricks, and growing 
rice. The net gains of a poor family here are incredibly small, but 
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the necessaries of life are ·cheap, and they have few incentives to 
curtail their present enjoyments for the sake of improving their fu .. 
ture fortunes. Near this village is a lovely. vale called Picada, 
thickly studded . with white cottages, em bosomed in orange-groves 
and plantations of coffee. The gently-sloping hills which enclose 
this spot, give a picturesque effect to the. bold rugged scenery be.. 
yond them. This valley, and others contiguous to it, form the ex .. 
tremities of .. the territory habitable by the Portugueze, for. ()D tho 
land to the westward, though at considerable distance, dwell· the 
Antbropophagi, here called Boogres. These savages live · entirely 
in the woods, in wn.at.cbed 1heds made of palm-branches, inter .. 
woven with bananas. Their uccupation it chiedy. hunting· with 
bows and arrows, but they frequently employ these weapons in h~ 
tilities. against their neighbours. A .party of them will sometimes 
·way-lay a PortugueR, whose reeideace is· solitary ; they have 
eYen ;been known to attack an~l destroj' .whole families. · No regard 
to humanity seems indeed to be paid by either party. in their en .. 
countert; they are mutually bent on a war of extennination. , 

There is much low swampy land in the island, over which cause
ways, supported by piles, are made!:to a cousiderable extent. These 
lands, ·on account of their humidity, ar~ very favourable to the growth 
of. tice~ The palm-trees, seen at intervals in every direction, have a 
very pleasing effect. 

Our stay at St. Catherine's was prolo~ged by some unforeseen 
circumstances, and we had time to take various excursions into the 
interior of the island and to the adjacent continent. On. one o£ 
these occasions I happened to be absent, but the adventures which 
attended it being rather amusing, I am tempted to relate them in 
t]le words of one of my friends who formed the party. " Having 
hired horses and negroes we set out early in the morning for the 
river 'favarinha. The road for three leagues lay through thick woods, 
along whi~h we p8.88ed without.any material accident, and arrh·ed 
at the end of our journey about two in the afternoon. 'Ve dined 
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with Captain Leones. who entertained ue very hospitably, and would 
have persuaded us to prolong our visit, but we determined to return 
that evening over the mountains. We travelled for a league through 
a level well-cultivated country, clothed with orange-groves and coffee. 
plantations, and tolerably populous. A~ sunset we arrived at the 
foot of the mountains. and began to ascend a steep and dangerous 
road, in the intricacies of which we were soon bewildered, and had 
great difficulty to regain the DlOit beaten path, which led home
wardt. Night suddenly overtook us, and we had still three hours 
journey over the mountains, without guide or attendant, along a 
perfectly alpine :road1 winding on the edge of honible precipices. 
In this part of the journey two 'of us, having advanced a little, the 
·rat of the party w~ suddenly alarmed by a dteadful shriek which 
excited great apprehension lest some · one should· have been precipi
tated. down the gulph, but we were agreeably undeceiTed soon after 
by the whole of tbe party joining us. We now beard a noise like 
hammers, which proceeded from persons beating cotton, and 'in a 
little time arrived at a house where, on enquiry, we were informed 
that the town was ten miles distant. We were proceeding, when a 
voice cried out in English, ~'but will not you stop and have some 
grog ?', It may easily be imagined that to be thus suddenly hailed 
with one of the most fami1iar phrases of our native English, while 
benighted in a strange land, operated like an electric shock upon us ; 
we immediately alighted at the house whence the voice seemed to 
proceed, and found a Mr. Nunney, the English interpreter, who fur
nished us with a guide; we now continued our way with greater con
fidence, and reached the town about tnidnight. This Mr. N unney, 
as we afterwards learnt, receives a dollar per diem during the stay 
of every English or American ship that touches at this port, .whether 
bia services are wanted or. not, and by these meang, with. the profits. 
of the sales of provisions which be makes to such ships~ he has a:c
ctuired a little fortune and a pretty estate. His profits, ·indeed, ·are 
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e-1:orbitant, Jor .be charges . the articles 100 per.. cent; higher than. they· 
can be procured. at from any other dealer in the. ·place." · . . 
-. While- at -the town of St. Catherine's, we visited ·some of the gar
dens .with which its vicinity• is embelJished. They are laid out with 
great taste~ _particularly one belonging to. the .vicar, another in the· 
estate of tbe late ~xcellent and able . General Soares de .Coimbra, 
and a third·,the property .of Colonel .Gama. At Barragros, near the 
village of St; Jose, we visited a gentleman of the name ofCaldwin; 
who collecta and preserves. inaects. He showed us his -· grounds~ . 
which occupy a space of eighty-five fathoms along the beach, and. 
extend a mile inland, . containing , orangeries, coffee, . rice,. and niaa .. 
dioca, in_ a fine. state _of culture. . .These well-watered. plaqta:tions, 
together with ·a neat bouse and garden,. he oifered to sell_ for a thou .. 
sand crusados (about 1251. sterling). 

This . :W.Q not the . only . instance we remarked ·of ·the low value of 
lan(led property here. About two miles fro~ the town of St. C.,; 
'heone's,. a neat house, a small orangery and ground clear of brush . 
wood, capable of f.orming . a pretty plantation, .was .offered at: 100· 
dollars. An.~xcellent bouse, in one of the best situations in the en vi-~
~ns ()f the _town, with a. garden of about two acres well and tastefully 
~nted, W$8 offered to be JOld for 4001. sterling. The building of 
the .bouse JDUst alone have cost. 5001. and, it was in perfect condition. 
In short, money appeared so· valuable, . that a large ·Jan(ied estate 
might be.purcbased for a mere trifte. 

Our excursions tO the main land were DQt confined to the districts 
i~:Dmedia~Jy within . the jurisdiction of St. Catherine's. Proceeding 
northward from . St. Jose we entered some fine bays, the . shores of 
which were studded with houses pleasantly situated amid baoaoerias, 
orangeri~, and plantations of rice, coffee, and mandioca. After 
h._ving passed s~veral well-peopled parishee, we •rrived at Armasio, 
a village at the extremity of a bay about nine leagues distant from 
St. J~, and four . .lett_gqes u.or.tb of Santa .Cr~.. . This. vilJ~ge i§. ~--
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fi$hiog sbltiOn· .for: w.hales, which ,were .. formerly very numerous on 
this .toast, .and in the bays that indent it. :· The. fisher,' is fiumed bJI 
go~emment . to. a company. under the sriperinteDdanctS of; a captain 
Mor • and a ·nwnber of. inferior Officers. · .Ab0ut l&o negroes ant 
employed on this .station, but the number ~f .whales .now··oaugbt js 

n~t sa great as formerly, wheQ.thearerage.was three or four:hundred 
in a season.. .'fheir. conveniences for 'flinching or cutting. up · the fi&h 
are extensive· and well-contrived .. Several fine .·piers· ·project from, 
the shore into eighteen to twenty feet. depth· of water, oil which are. 
erected .capstans, . cranes, aud other requisite machinery. Hither. 
aU the .fish caught on the coast .are brought.- . The 1 boiling-house,~ 

tanks, &.c •. are far .superior· to any thing' of the.kind at Green.lamJ! 
d«k, and indeed to all similar ~tabJish~ents. in .Europe., To give 
an idea of their magnitude.; if is . .tniffioient. to .say, that in ooe:raoge 
there .are twenty-seven. vei\Y •laarge,boil-, .and· place& fori th~ee lilore. 
Their . tanks. are vast vaults, . OR .some I of. ,which & OO&t might. be. 
rowed with ease. We olitained a view .of t~ great works through: 
tbe civility of the . commander. of the place, · Captain· Iacintht 
St. George, "·ho lives here ~n a princely stJtle, ·and possesses ·a .very. 
C006iderable property, which he.cllifuses With great public spirit and. 
liberality. All who have visited .Armasio·can bear·· witness · to his· 
affability and: urbanity to strangers • 

.. We crossed this.peninsula by a. mountainous road of four leagues. 
to the Bay of Dos Ganchos, commonly. known by. the . name of 
Tejucos. Here land is of little or no value ; any one may take as 
·much as he· pleases of what is unappropriated, provided he make 
a proper application for it to the government. We passed two .sugar 
plan.tations with conveniencies for making rum ; and observed nume-, 
roua huts jnterspened in the vicinity •. The contrary side .of this penin
sula forms the bay before named. Tbe ~r cottages of the people 
here. present a curious picture. of rural irregularity; some are built on 
;. 

• Captain Major. 
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tke summit of oonical mounsains, the pasaage to which is frequent11 
obstrueted by clouds ; others stand .on the sides of gentle ~cli-vities ; 
but the pater number of them is situated almost in contact· w-i.tb 
the ocean, wbidb Often flows to their very dool'8. The .bay is from 
two to three leagues ac1"019t and extends about the same distanoe 
inland ; it is well·sheltered, and affords good anchorage, and fine situ
ations for loading timber, with which the . mountainous country 
around is thickly clothed, and large quantities of which are felled 
and embarked for Rio . de Janeiro and the Plata. Canoes are 
made here, at . 8. clleaper rate and in greater number& than in any; 
other part of. Bragi). The inhabitants grow rice in ~onsiderable 
quantities,.. as wen · as some coft"ee and sugar, but such is their indo
lence and p<nerty that they tlse only hand-mills, consisting of two 
BQrizontal roller&, in manufacturing the latter article. 

Into this bay fall ae\raal streams formed by the mountain tor
J'ellts ·and springs, aDd .two tolerable rivers, the Jess called Infer-· 
ninho, and the. larger Tigrtno. They both ftow through low swampy 
land, subject to inundation, and overgrown with mangroves and . an 
immense variety of trees; The inlialubrity of this tract might be cor
rected b1 clearing away tbe: underwood and draining the soil, but 
the arduousness of such·an·uadertakiog might deter a more active· 
and ~kilful peOple than this. In the rainy season it .is inundated to 
a great extent, and in &wnmer it is infested with terrible swarms 
of mosquitos and buracbala flies, which render it almost uninha..; 
bitable. 

Along the beach of _this bay I found the shell of · the mut-ex 
genua; which produces that beautiful crimson dye, _so valued by the 
ancients. It is bere.called purpura, and to my great surprise, its 
use· is in some degree known to the natives, one of whom lfhewtd 
me some cotton fringe, dyed with an extract of it, though ill·pre· 
pared. The shell is about the sift of the common whelk, and con
tains a fish, on whose.body appears a vesicle full of a pale yellow, . 
viscid, purulent substance, whicll constitutes the dye. The mode of 
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utracting it, is to break .the aheJl carefully with a ha~mer, .so as 
not to cruah tha fish, and then let otat the liquor in the vetlicle with 

· a lancet or other sharp instrument. I for greater convenience uled 
a -pen, and immediately wrote my initials, &c. on a handkerchief.; 
the marks in half an hour after were of a· dirty .green oolour, and 
on being -exposed to the air a ·few hours longer, changed 1:() a most 
rich crimaoo. The quantity produced by each animal is very small, 
but quite sufficient for such an experiment. The best ti~ for 
making it, is when tbe animal is in an-incipient s~te of putrescency. 
I have not a doubt that if a suflieient quantity. of them were ·taken, 
aod the dyeing mat.ter, when extracted, were liquified in a small d~ 
gree with gum-water, a ''aluable article of comnten:e lntght be .pi"O"! 
duced. At least the trial .ia worth making. The.Jiquid is a p«Jrfeci 
aub~ttantive dye, and of course resists the action of nlkaliea. 

On the rocks, and in greater abundance on the trunks of old trees. 
I observed a variety. of 'lichens, aome ·of which produoed tints of 
several shades of colours. The continual decomposition of v~ 
tables here adds greatly to the richneu of the soil ; it is not uncom .. 
moo to find trees lying on the ground with their interior substance 
entirely decomposed, and a great diversity of plants ·growing on 
them in hi~h luxuriance. Among the numerous · tribes of birds .that 
frequent this region, the aquatic afford good eating, as do also the 
smaller parrots. The woods are filled . with monkeys ; and on the 
banks of the rivers are found capivaraa in considerable numbers. 
. In coasting along this shore it is customary for strangers to visit 
the chief person in command at every statioo, whatever may be his 
degree or rank ; he, on being requested, will furnish guides, and 
afford every assistance in his power. I always experienced the 
greatest attention .and civility from these gentlemen, and have reason 
to believe that they uniformly pay the same regard tQ all wha visit 

. them for ~rf!lission to see the country. . 
Ten leagues north of this place i~& the fine and capacious }w ... 

bour . of Groupus, . with its handsome town ; the anchorage is 
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equally good as . in that of DoR. Gauchos. The inhabitants .here 
pursue ·the same mode of living as their neighbours in TejuOOtJ. 
They have a· fine climate, and a soil which yields a hundred-fold 
for ·whatever is·sown ·or planted in it, and is ·noted for its deliciontJ 
fruits. The cotton of which their common clothes · are made is 
grown, · spun, and woven· among them; they build their own houses, 
and form their own canoes, which they are dexterous in managing; 
and prefer to boats. It may indeed be said that every man is more 
o~ less an artizan, but I am soiTy to observe that they prefer ease 
to care and· industry, a~d are by DO means so good husbandmen a8 
those .of Tejuoo. ·This bay, as far aa I could observe, during my 
abort visit to it, presents to the view greater diversity of hills, valleys, 
and plains than the one before-mentioned. . Both are esteemed fine 
fishing-ground during the whale-season, which is from December _to 
June. 

From hence to .the northward is the fine harbour of San Francisco, 
in t.be bay of the same riame. It has three entrances defended by 
forts; that to the south is most frequented. The land here is very 
fiat for several miles, and the rivers which intersect it are navigable 
for canoes as far as the base of the great chain of mountains, 
where a public road, begun· at incredible labour and ex pence, leads 
over that almost impassable barrier. This road will soon be a work 
of national . importance to Brazil, as through it the finest district in 
that country, and indeed one of the finest in the world .in point of 
climate, the rich plain ofCorritiva, will be connected with the ocean. 
The ridge of mountains is more than four thousand feet above the 
level of the sea, and there is a regular ascent for· twenty leagues 
from their inland base, to Corritiva. On this fertile tract are fed· ]arge 
herds of cattle for the supply of Rio de Janeiro, St. Paul's' and other 
places ; here are also bred mules in great numbers. Its soil and 
air are so genial, that olives,· grapes, apples, peaches, and other 
fruits grow to as rich a maturity as in Europe, though they are 
here almost in a wild &tate. It is divided .in:to OJany parishes, .but 
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its. population is .-naD, com palled· witb ita ftteat; a drcttmst&nce 
rather surprising, since every necesary of life is ·here ·so theap and 
in such great pl~nty. Its ·distance from the cOast and · from the 
~ef towns, and the. hitherto bad road,. ~y have contributed to 
eeter ·aettlers; it is principally occupied as a breeding district, and 
.U.pports no more 'inhabitants. than what are barely competent tO 
JDallage and .tend ~e cattle, which are chi«Miy purchased by private 
dealers, and sometimes by oommissioners from government, wbo 
eome ·hither occasionally for. the purpose. The road from hence 
to tbe ·city of St. Pauf.s, . ·distant about 80 leagues. is tolerably 
inhabited, . eapecially in the vicinity oi Sorricaba, something more 
than half way, which is a great mart for mules and horaes.' Neat 
tJ;U place is a well-wooded country ·called Goi'osllava, abound
ing l'!ith fine limestone, .. where a ooosiderable quantity of rich . iron 
ore is . found. How deplorable is .it that the people should yet have 
to learn the application of such vallable resources I 
, The neighbourhood of Corritiva is watered by fine rivers, which 
flow into the Parana. Many of the streams produce gold, par
ticularly the Rio Verde ; and one called the Tibigi is rich in dia
monds, as the few. good families in its vicinity have reuon to remem
ber with gratitude. More to the westward it is dangerous to travel~ 
~~nee io that direction live the Anthropophagi, who were driven from 

. these boundaries a few years ago. The country to the north is very 
lull of wood. 

The cattle at Corritiva sell at various prices ; oxen, much fatter 
· .and in better con<;iition than those .of Rio de Ia Plata or of Rio 
Grande de St •. Pedro, may be bought for about lis. or 15s. a head, 
The horses are in general finer than those of Spanish America ; 
mules for the pack ..saddle sell at about 408., and those for riding at 
from three to six pot~nds. There is, .however, great fluctuation in 
the . prices, owing to the occasional scarcity as well as' the occasional 
abuodapce of money. 
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But to return from thia digression to San Fraticilco. The chief 
occupations of the inhabitan~ are the cutting of timber, and other 
labours connected. with ship-building. Vessels of Ia~ dimensions, 
and a number of small cmft·for coasters, have been bpilt here.by. 
merc~nts of Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, and Pernambuco.. When thiS 
trade is brisk, there is a great demand for the various classes of arti .. 
sUs whom it requires, and many negroes are employed. The wood 
used is so strong, and holds the iron ao firmly, that .ships built of it 
endure many years, and are in greater esteem with the ·Portuguese 
a!ld Spaniards than those built in Europe. · On this · a~cOunt., . the 
barbour of San Francisco is likely to become of. consic;lerable ~alue 
to Brazil ; and aa it is con~ected with Corritiva, the cattle of which 
have heen .foand superior to Rio Grande, there is every. probability 
that at no dis~nt period the Portuguese navy will be here supp1ied 
with salt provisions. This mast, however, depend on the completioa 
of the great road over the mountains, to which the present admi.U .. 
tration have laudably directed tlieir attention, with a degree of zc;:al 
commensurate to the importance of the work in a national point 
ofview. · 
. I must not omit noticing another production in this district, which 
lVill rise io utility and value as the port of St. Fmnci8co improves~ 
'foward the north there are woods of fine large pines, exceedingly 
hard, tough, and full of resin. They constitute a singular variety of 
the gen~s Pinus; the boughs branch otffrom the upper partofthetree 
only, and have tussocks ofleaves .at each extremity. A tree eighty 
feet high, for instance, will appear without branches to the height of 
about fifty-five feet, the branches there extend horizonially in every 
direction, with leaves at their extremities, the lowest and largest to 
a distance of fourteea or fifteen feet from the stem, and the higher 
4>0~ gradually diminishing in length towards the top, which ends 
in a tuft-of leaves as a crown for the whole. These trees are verJ 
picturesque, and indeed beautiful ; they grow to a sufficient size to 
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aerve as masts for ahips.of two or three hundred tons; I was.told 
there were much larger ones to be found. 

Resunting our voyage, we left San Franciseo, and, passing the port 
of Cananea, arrived ·near the entrance of the harbour of Santoa. 
The eoast along which we sailed is low and fiat, and on its verge 
are ·some poor fishing-huts, which rather add to the dreariness of its 
appearance. It is covered with lofty trees, which alio fringe the 
mountainous scenery beyond it~ Severa.I rivers occur, of little note 
h1 geography, but highly advantageous to the settlers," 'as they pass 
the very doors of the dwellin~ and afford easy means for the trani· 
port of produce from the interior. On nearing Santos, we passed 
several bold -rocks- called the Aleattases, and a ledge or reef on 
which the sea broke furiously. The ·main land is very elevated and 
mountainous~ so much so that the low grounds which extend froiD 
'its base are scarcely perceptible from the heights next beyond them. 

The hfltbour of Santos has a safe entrance, and is very 'secure ; it 
is·a strait, having the island of St. Vincent to the left, for the extent 
o(ha.lf a mile, when it takes a diiferent direction. Here is situated the 
port, which bas good ancl1orage, with regular 90Uodings towards the 
&bore, whiCli tlhoals gradually. Tbe currents and eddies cil.uae some in
cOnvenience, and the high land ·occasions much variation in the lrio.ds. 
"Which perplexes' mariners on ;their eatmnce into the narrows, ... as 
the water is not deep,· and the current far from stroDg, a ship is safe 
the moment her anchor is let go, and by mea~ of a boat and · 
kedge she may be placed in any situation the piiQt chooses. The 
·part called the· narrows is defended· by two forts, on passing whioo 
there is a kind of Jagoo~ of three or four leagues in length. almCJBt 
fU]) of mangroves, terminated by the town of Santos, one of the 
oldest European settlement& in Brazil. In· commori with St. Paul's, 
it owes its origin to the first shipwreck on the island of St. Vincent. 
'fbe river or lagoon ha~ ·three or four fathoms water and a muddy 
bottom. Santos is a place of considerable trade, being the stOre
house of the great captaincy of St. Paufs~ and the remrt of nlarty 
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vessels trading to the Rio de Ia Plata. It ia tolerably well built, and 
its population, consisting cbiefty of merchants, shop-keepers, and 
artificers, amounts to six or seven thousand souls. The situation i& 
by no means healthy, as the country around it is low, "oody, and 
frequently deluged with tain, by reason of the high mountains in 
its vicinity, which impede the passage of the clouds. Several rivu
lets flowing from the foot of these mountains intersect the land in 
various directions, and unite in one great river a little above the town 
of Santos. The rice of this district, which is grown in great quanti
ties, is considered the best in Brazil; and the bananas are equally 
noted. 
· From this port the Spanish territories, as well as Rio Grande, re

ceive .a great proportion of their sugar, coffee, rum, rice, mandioca. 
indigo, &c.; in return they bring hides and tallow, which are gene
rally exported hence to Europe. The Portugueze send much of 
their produce to the Spanish colonies, and are generally ill paid, but 
the shortness of the voyage, and the want of other markets, tempt 
many young men to speculate, notwithstanding the heavy duties 
and the numberless petty obstacles with which their neighbours have 
impeded and encumbered this commerce. A Spaniard in his own 
country rarely allows even a shadow of justice to a Portuguese; he 
uses a thousand artifices for procrastinating the decision of a cause at 
issue between them, till the latter, when his patience is completely ex• 
hausted; finds that be is likely to derive nothing from the contest 
but immense piles of law-papers, frequently written on the most 
trivial points in litigation, and paid for at ail exorbitant price. If 
he penevere after all this disappointment, it generally happens that 
another alcalde or judge is appointed, and then the business is 
laid on the shelf. The injured Portugueze, after so nmch waste of 
time and money, is threatened with worse consequences, and fre
quently is obliged to leave the country in ruin and disgust. 

As Santos is the embarking place of St. Paul's, its intercoune with 
that town is very considerable. In the · co~rse of a , day several 
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hundred mules frequently arrive, loaded with the produce of the 
country' and return with salt, iron, oopper, . earthen wares, . and 

. ·European manufactures. For the traffic of its immediate vicinity,· 
it has the convenience of water-carriage, ·its river being navigable 
about twenty miles, up to Cuberton, where an officer with a guard 
of soldiers ·is stationed to receive the King's duties for the repair of 
the. roads and other· public purposes. 
. 'l'he governor of Santos being subject, in all cases, to the governor 
of St. Paul's, we applied to him for permission to go thither~ which 
was immediately granted. It was now eight in the evening, and 
we were · without an asylum for the night. I had several letters of · 
recommendation, not one of which procured us any civility, and 
we found that the inhabitants were far from being courteoQS .tQ· 

strangers. We were wi11ing to. impute this to want of convenient' 
accommodations, but it may be generally observed; that along the 
whole coast the same shyness prevails, while in the interior the 
people vie with each other in acts of hospitality. Perhaps in all coon .. 
tries this duty is most practised where the ·occasions for its . ·exerCis~ 
most .rarely occur. 
.. Being unable to procure a bed at Santos, we were obliged to en· 

gage a canoe to -convey us up the· river to Cuberton, where we .ar .. 
rived at two in the morning, and were introduced. into the guard
house for a lodging. The corporal being called up, accommodated 
us as well as he was able; we · lay down on the softest planks we 
could find, and made pillows of our portmanteaus, but though much 
wearied we found ourselves little disposed to sleep on so uneasy a 
couch. At sunrise, when we got up, an extraordinary· and busy 
scene presented itself; before the guard-house was a Jarge space of 
ground enclosed by the storehouse and other outbuildings, and here· 
above·a hundred mules were led out to. he harnessed and loaded; 
the gentleness and tractability, of these fine large animals pleased qs 
much, and the expertness of their masters, particularly of the negroes, 
in ·placing and replacing the burdens, was truly surprising. 
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. From the good corporal, who was commanding-officer here, we 
·ieoeived every attention, and much more civility than we bad reason 
to expect from the experience we had of the unaccommodating dis-
position of the people in Santos, in much better circumstances than 
himself. He procured us a good breakfast, and furnished us with 
saddle mules for our journey, at the rate of ten shillings each, the 
distance being eight leagues. Having obtained a guide we mounted, 
and proceeded about half a mile, . when we reached the foot of the 
stupendous mountains we had_ to crou. The road is good and well 
paved, but natTow, and on account of the rugged ~clivities is cut 
in a .Jrig-sag direction, with very frequent and abrupt turnings con· 
titnlally on the ascent. The trams of loaded mules which we met 

. nn their way to Santos rendered the passage disagreeable, and at 
times dangerous. In many places the road is cut through the solid 
rock for several feet, in others along the perpendic11lar .sides, and it 
leads frequent1y over the tops of conical mountains, along the edge 
of precipices, down which the traveUer is liable to be thrown intc;l 
an impervious thicket full thirty yards below. These dangerous 
places are secured by parapets. After ascending for an hour and 
a half, during which time we made innumerable turnings, we ·ar ... 
rived at a resting place, near which, at a spot a little lower than the 
road, we found water. This place, as our guide informed us, was 
only half-way to the summit; we were astonished at the intelligence, 
as the clouds were already so far below us that they obstructed our 
prospect. During our progress hither, we obse"ed that ·the mules 
travel as quick on an ascent as on level ground ; they much excel 
the horse in uneven roads with sharp turnings, and still more so in 
bad roads. · · 

To attempt the geology of mountains so covered by vegetable 
·matter would be a difficult task ; the component parts of those 
along which we passed appeared to be granite, and frequently 

., soft crumbling ferruginous sand-stone. Some picturesque s~reams 
bursting from ·their high sources form fine cascade..s, and ill crossing 
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tlie road force ·their way through many detached and round massei 
of granite~ The woods are· so thick in every part, except where the 
mules tread, that no soil can be seen ; the branches of the trees 
in some ·places meet and form an arbour over the road, which· 
shooes the traveller from the beat of the sun, and shelters him 
from rain. 

After resting for about twenty minutes we e.gain mounted ao~ 
resumed our ascent. The road presented at times four or five £ig-a.ga 
above us at one view, and gave us fresh reason for astonishment at 
the completion of a work so fraught with difficulties. The millions 
of crowns which must have been expended in clearing the woods aud. 
thickets ·in its course, and in cutting through the solid rock for a con-· 
siderable. distance, as well as in paving it through the whole extent of 
the rid~, aft'ord no inean idea of the enterprising spirit of the Bra
zilians. Few public works, even in Europe, are superior to it; and 
if we consider that, as the district through which it passes,. is but 
thinly inhabited, the labour bestowed on -it must have been pur
chased most dearly, we shall hardly find one in BDY country so 
well comp1eted under similar disadvantages. 
· In three hours· we reached the summit, a plain of considerable 
extent, the lowest estimated height of which is •ix thousand feet. 
The ·surface is chiefly · composed . of quartz covere<l with sand~ 

The sea, ~ough distant twenty miles, seemed to us as if it washed 
the foot of the mountains; the level part of the coast and the por-t 
of Santos below us came not within the ang1e of vision. While we 
enjoyed this sublime prospect, we were refreshed by a cool breeze, 
wllieh renewed our strength and spirits, and enabled us to puriue our 
journey with alacrity. ·Advancing about a mile and a half, we came 
to a part of tbe road which was cut several feet deep through the 
rock, and observed in . this quarter many small streams which, though 
contiguous to the sea, all tlow in a · south-west coune to an inimense 
distance, and, uniting, form the great river Corrientes, which joins the 
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Piata. This circumstance will sufficiently explain the form of this· 
mighty ridge of mountains, namely, that the highest and steepest 
side fronts the sea, and that the other shelves more gradually and 
with more frequent outlets tO the plains of the interior. This part of 
the road is 'lined by fine trees and large thickets on both sides.· The 
heavy rains of the season (December) had damaged it in ·various 
parts; the readiest mode of repairing these breaks is to cut down 
several trees, about seven inches diameter, place them across, and 
fasten them down with hooked stakes. The mules which travel 
these rugged declivities~ though far more hardy than horses, fre.. 
quently fall victims to fatigue; we observed some dead by the way
side. In the course of our route we passed several parties of negroes 
and some of Indians~ working at rep~irs in the road, or making new 
branches from it. Soio~ of them I noticed with swellings in the 
neck, though very different· from those I have observed in Derby
shire and other mountainous·countries. In the case of these Indians 
not only there appeared that protuberance from the glands com-· 
manly called a wen, but lumps of from. half an inch to three inches 
in diameter hung from it in an almost botryoidal form. 

After cros!ing several rivulets and passing a few houses, we arrived · 
at a tolerable inn, belonging to an offieer of militia, where we were 
st>on provided with plenty of milk, coifee, and fowls~ It is distant' 
sixteen or twenty miles from St Paurs, and may be considered as' 
half-way between that town and Santos. The owner, who was· 
much surprised to see Englishmen, treated us with every civility~ 
and procured us a change· of saddle-mules. While they were 
preparing, he shewed us a tract of land in front of his house, tole~ 
rably well-cleared, where we took an hour's shooting. ·We then. 
proceeded through a much more open country, which · bore the 
traces of former cultivation, and seemed of late to have been much 
n~glected. As we drew nearer St. Paul's, the road-improved, and 
waa enliveneii by · a ·greater number of habitations -in its vicinity. 
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W«·ptMr.ed twOt~O~VQI\~ ;\Vhiqb ~ t~: aif· of roqv,eoient ~ hPU&elt 
a$d · w~re di&tinguisbed .by largt a:osses ~d ~fore thew~. :The 
huld -. watered by . se'eral fi~UJ. s~; in .one. part we ~ 
served •. quarr.)! of teaugincmt {lrit~e, but ~e bad pot lei.....-~ 
to make much mineralogical research. St. PauJ's, .although·~ 
an elevated site, is not observed at any great distance in this 
direction. In its immediate neighbourhood the river runs parallel 
to the road, which it sometimes partially overflows, and covers 
with sand. To our .left we saw a large astallage, or inn, where 
numbers of mules are unloaded, and travellers commonly pass 
the night. It consists of a very large shed, supported upon up
right pieces of timber, with separate divisions for receiving the 
cargoes or burdens of the :ptules, each traveller occupying as 
many as his goods require ; and there is a piece of ground, of 
about a hundred yards in circumference, planted with small up
right stakes at ten or fifteea feet distance, to which the bridles of 
the mules are tied while they are fed, saddled, and loaded. 
These astailages are common in all parts of Brazil. 

On entering the towu.,... ·-altbough we bad expected much from 
its being the capital of the district, and the residence of the 
governor, yet we were struck with the ne-at appearance of its 
houses, stuccoed in various colours ; those in the principal streets 
were two or three stories high. Having arrived an hour or two 
before sun-set, we walked to the house of a gentleman, to whom 
we had a letter of recommendation, but he being absent, we were 
obliged to pass the night at the astallage, where our mules had 
been put up. It was a miserable abode. The next morning we 
breakfasted with our friend, and were conducted by him to 
the governor, Brigadier General Orte, who honoured us with an 
invitation to dinner, permitted a perishable cargo of my friend's 
property, which was lying at Santos, to be unloaded, and gave us 
a genercll welcome to his palace. We had the good fortune to 

Jt 

Digitized byGoogle 



( 66 ) 

find that two of His Excellency,s aides-de-camp, men of excellent 
character, had been educated in England. They assisted us in 
obtaining lodgings, rendered us every service that we stood in 
need of, and shewed an earnest· desire to make our stay as agree-
able· ~ possible. · 

· . 
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CHAP. V. 

Ducription of St. Paul1.- Syltem of Farming preoaknt in itt 
Neighbourhood. - &currion to the Gold Minu of Jaragua : -
Mode of eorlring th~.- Retum to Santo1. 

ST. PAUL's is .situated on a pleasing eminence .of about two 
miles in extent, surrounded on three sides by low meadow 

land, and washed at the base by rivulets, which almost insulate it in 
rainy weather ; it is connected with . the high-land by a narrow ridge. 
The rivulets tlow into a pretty large stream called the Tieti, which 
runs within a mile of the town in a south-west direction. Over them 
there are several bridges, ~ome. of stone and others of wood, built 
by the late governor. . The .streets of St. Paul's, owing to its eleva .. 
tion (about 50 feet . above the plain), and the water which almost 
aunounds it, are in general remarkably cleatl; the material with 
which they are: paved, is lamillary grit-stone, cemented by oxide of 
iron, and containing la'W-' pebbles of rounded quarts, approxi""~ 
mating tO the conglomerate. This pavement is an alluvial foJUJation 
containing gold, many particles of which metal are . found in the 
ehinb and hollows after heavy rains, and at.such seasons are.dili~ 
gently sought for by the poorer sort of people. . 

This city was founded by the Jesuits, who were probab1.J tempted 
by the gold mines.in. the vicinity, more than by the salu~rity of its 
air, which lio)Vever is not .excelled by any on the whole . continent 
of South America. The medium of the thermometer here is be- . 
tween M) and ·so degrees; in a morning I have observed it at 48, 
and even lower, though I was not there in the winter months. The 
rains are by no means heavy or ofl~ng continuance, and the thunder
atorms are far ·from being violent. The cold in the eveniogs was 
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frequently so considerable that I was obliged to shut my doors and 
windows, put on more clothes, and have a pan of embers in the 
room, there being no chimneys. 

Here are several squares, anc;l abo~t thirteen places of religious wor
ship, namely, two convents, three monasteries, and eight churches, the 
greater part of whicb,·.as well as. of the whole tow.n, is built o(eanb. 
The mode fir erecting. the walls ·is as follows : a frame is conltiua\ed 
of six moveable planks placed ·edge-wise, opposite each other, and 
secured in this position by cross-pieces bolted with moveable pins. 
Earth ie put in by small quanti~, which tlie workmeil beat witla 
rammen aDd oooasiorially moisten :witb .water to give it oonaiitency. 
Having iilled the frame or trough," th~y remove it aod continae the 
same operation till the whole shell . of the house is completed, taking 
eare to .leave vacancies and put io ·the window-ftaines, door-frames, 
aad beams as .they proceed. The mass in course of time becomes 
*dnrated, the wall• are pared ·perfectly. smOOth inside, and take 
any colour the owner chooses· to give them·; they are generally ~ 

. t~hed with very ingenious devicies. 'This species ttf structure is 
durable ; I have seen some houses thus built that have lasted two 
hundred years, and most of them .. have several stories. The roo& 
are m~e to project two or three .feiet beyond the ·wall, in order to 
throw ofF the rain to a distance from the base ; spouts might be a 
more etfectual preservative against wet, but their use is little known 
here. They cover their houses with gutter-tiles, bUt though· toe 
country affords excellent clay and plenty of wood, very few bricb 
are burnt. 

·The popuJation of this place amounts to full fifteen thousand 
souls : perhaps nearer twenty thousand ; the clergy, including . all 
ranks· of religious orders, may be reckoned at five hundred. They 
are in · general good members of society, free from that excessive 
bigotry and illiberality which is the reproach of the neighbouring 
colonies, and their example has so beneficial an effect on the rest of 
the iobabiqots, thai I may presume tO say, no stnuger will be DlQ-
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lestea while he atts as a ~ntleman, and does oot insult the esta. 
bHShed religion. : His Exce1lency the Bishop is ~ ·most worthy pre
late, . and wete the inferior orders in his diocese to follow his steps in· 
cultivating the sciences, and diffusing useful information, they 
would .command greater respect from · their flocks~ and by that 
means further the inierests of the religion they profess. Prie8ts, 
so ignorant, can hardly escape contempt. .. · 

No endemial diseases at present prevail here. The small-pox 
formerly, and indeec.l of late, made great havoc:among the-inhabi
tants, but its progress has been checked · by the introduction ·of 
vaccine innoculation. · Professors attended:at-a large hall belonging 
to the governor, to which the public were invited·; and· the openitioil 
was performed gratis. It is to be hoped that the credit of this pre
ventative will make its way among t~ ·people here,: for they. are 
not competent to· enter int-o the merits of thait· :ce>ntroversJ· Which 
injured· :it in Europe.· ·· . - · 
· Here are ·few manufactures of atty consequence; a little coarse 
cotton is ' spun' by· the band, and woven into cloth, which serves. fot 
a variety ·or wearing apparel, sheets, &c. They make a beautiful 
kimlof'net-\vork' :for hammocks, \fhich are'!fringed with -lace~ ·and 
form an elegant"piece· of' ftttniture, being slung low, So as; to answer 
the purpose of sofas:. The iadies' are partiwlarly . fond: of using 
them, especially when the heat of the weather dispbses them to ease 
and. indolence. The making· of! lace is a general employ me lit fot 
femal~s, sonle or" Whom excel in it. The shop-keepers here are a 
numerous class, who; as in most colonial towns, deal ·in aimost every 
thing. and sometimes make great fortunes. Here ·are few doctors 
of medicine, ·but · many apothecaries; some silver-smiths, whose 
articles are .equally 'indifferent"· both in· ·metal and workmanship; 
tailors and shoe-makers in .grt-at numbers; and joiners, who manti
facture very beautiful wood, but are not so moderate in their 
charges as the former classes of tradesmen. In the out-skirtS of the 
cit_y liv~ a number of Creoliao Indians, who make earthen-ware for 
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culinary purposes, large water':'jan, and a varjety . of otbe.r utensils 
ornamented with some· taste. The greatest proportion of the inha
bitants consists· in farmers and inferior h1:1Sl)andm~, who cultivate 
small portions of land, on which they breed large stock~ of pigs and 
poultry for sale. With these the market is gene~lly well-supplied, 
and in the fruit-season is. also ~tored . with pines, grapes, . peaches, 
guavas, bananas, a few a~ple-, and an eno~mous . quantity of 
quinces. . ·; . . :. ·: 
· Esculent plants are grown in-great profusion and ·variety. .J{ere 

is a favourite bul~us root cal~d ·~he Cara, which is equal to the best 
potatoe, and even more farinaceous ; it grows to about five inchea · 
in diameter, and a1Fords excellent food either boiled or roasted. 
Here are fine cabbages, sallad-herbs, turnips, cauliflowers, arti- . 
chokes, and potatoes ; the latter, though very good, are little .u~<J : · 
the sweet potatoe .is in greater request amoqg the natives. 1\la~, . 

. ' . ' 

beans, green-peas, and every species of pulse 6ourish amazingly, 
_Fowls are cheap; we bought some at threC-pence and sixpence ~ 
each ; small . pigs . from ~me to two shillings, and ·flitches of bacon, · 
cured after the·mode Qfth~ - country, at af>o~t two-pen~e per poQnd. 
Turkies, geese, anq 4uck~ are aJ>q~dant, and rea~onable in price, 
the la:tter are of the M~scovy· breed, eno~ously lar~, some weigh
ing ten or fourteen· pounds. Here is a singular breed of cocks ; 

· they resemble the c()mmon Engli~IJ in plumag~ a.nd shape, but they 
c_row very loud, an4 continue their last . note for a ~inu~e Qr hvp. 

When their voice is good, they are m~ch esteemed, and are sent for 
as curiosities ~Jil ~11 parts of · Brazi~. The cattle are in general 
good, copsideJing ~hat s9 little attention is pilid to feeding thelJl ; 
when th~ir pastures are full of gra~, they ar~ tolera-bly ~t, b~t wheQ 
otherwise they become leaq~ .A. drove may .be bought at '48~ or 
.SOS. a head ; beef ·at about a penny or three-halfpence per pound. 
The curriers have a singular method of blackening cow-hides •nd 
calf-skins t lvhen .they have prepared them for . that operation, ~hey 
¥earch for some mod-hole at the bottoiQ of ·.a ferrugino\ls strattum, 
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a. ditch for instance; with the mud they. cover that side of the skin 
required to be stained ; and they prefer this material to the solution 
of copperas,' probably with reason, as t~ sulphate Qf i~n fornied 
by the· decomposed pyrites acts more mildly in this state than:~hen 
applied In the· common way. . 

The horses are very tine, and in. general docile ; when well trained 
they make excellent chargers. Their size is . from lif to 14rl hands~ 
and they vary in price from three pounds to twelve. Mules, as. we 
have before obsen·ed, , are considered more useful beasts of burden~ . 
The breed Of sheeP' is quite unat~ended to, ~nd mutton is . rarely 
or never eaten.. Here· is a very fine and large breed of goats, whose 
milk is generally uSed for domestic purposes. The dogs are ver' 
in<HtTerent, and of no distinct race. . . 
. In my walks round .the city, I had frequent t>pportunities of exa
tniriing the singular succession of horizontal · strata, tha~ form the 
eminen<:e on which it stands .. They. lie ~ the following order:
first, one of red vegetable earth of variable depth, impregnated 
with o•ide of iron; below that, sand and adventi~ious matter of 
di1ferent shades of colour,: as ochre-red, brown, and duskj yellow, 
together with . many ro-unded pebbles, which indicate it to~ be of ra
ther recent formation; it varies in depth from three to six feet, or 
perhaps' to seven, and its. lower part is unifornily y~Jiow: .under 1tbis. 
is a bed of exceedingly fine clay of various col~rs, but for the most 
part purple ; the white and yello~ is the pureit in quality .; it is i.n- · 
terveined with thin layers of simd hi various directions. · 'Then suC. 
ceeds a stratum of alluvial m·atter, which is very ferruginous; it 
rests ·on ~ half-decomposed substance, apparently migrating from a 
granite, in which the proportion of feld-spar exceeds that of the quartz 
a~d ~ida •. Th_e whole is ~cum bent on compact granite. The 

• Probably the colouring matter arieea from decolhpoaitioa of tl!e mica J I haYe fre
quently obeened a mall of granit9 haYing its surface decomposed into a red clay, in which. 
the particles of mica were hardly perceptible, while the compact rock below contained ~ 
TCrf fair proportion of that substance. 
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aides ·of1 the mouat are .. steep;: and ill 8Qme· plaQes- nearly . perpend~ 
cui • . . 

ar . • . . . ! •·' ·. 

The fertility of the country aro~Dd· St. ·Pauli~ may be inferred frOm 
the quantities. of produce, with which, as I b!e ata~d, its 'mar~ 
is supplied. About a century ago, this -tmot abounded. witb golq.i 
and it was not . until they bad emausted it . by i'waehing. that the 
inhabit.,nts thought of employing themselvea iu husbandry • .As ~y 
did so more from .neoe&Sity than from choice, t~y: ~ere tardy .. ift 
pursuing those improvements which other nations.·hav.e made in t.bift 
noble art, and, pining at the· disappea.rao.Ce .of. the preciout mioer.•\, 
considered their ·new · occupa'tion as_ :'Vile. aild. degrading. .l~ 
throughout the whole of Brazil, the busbandm«m have. ever been <:ol". 
sidered as forming a class greatly inferior in point. of J"eSpectabiJi~ 
to the minen; and this. pl'ejudice will iri all likelihood aub~\ u•til 
the country shall have been. :drained of its· gold anti· ditimwids, .whftft 
the. people Will .be compelled tD . seek in agriculture a coastaot ami 
inexhaustible source of wealth. . . 

I .shall attempt to desctibe the aystem of fiam1ing which ·a~ pret~en* 
prevai~ in· the n~hbourhood of St. Paul~s .. · It. bas been elsewhete 
ebsei'Yed, that, in thiS extensive empire, land is gm.oted. in large. tracts; 
on proper application; aDd~ may naturally suppose. that the V~JJ~ 
of theae tracts depenas more. or less 011 their situation.. It tberef~ 
becomes the irst object of a cultivator, -to look out for unocc.upj~d 
lands as near as, possible to a large tow~ ; good. roads and Dl~vig~\lle 

. rivers .are the. deiiderata ·next. in point of .coniequence which. he 
attends to. When he bas made choice of a situation, he applies tQ 
the governor of ·the district, who orders the proper officers to mark, 
out the.extent required, ·generally a league or a league ancl· a. half 

. square,. sometimes more. 1'he cultivator then purchases. as ma~y 
negroes as he can, and commences his operations by erecting habi-

• In one part of the town is found a beautiful species of decomposed granite, consisting 
of extremely white feld-spar,· quartz, and Ycry little mica. 
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tations for thein ·and 'himself, which are generally miserable sheds, 
supported by four posts, and oommonly called ranchos. His negroes 
are then directed to cut down the trees and brushwood growing on 
the ·land, to such an extent . as he thinks they will be able tG 
manage. This done, they set fire to all they have cut, as it lies 
on the ground. Much of the success of his harvest depends on 
this burning; if the whole be reduced to ashes he expects a great 
crop; if, 'through wet weath~r, the felled trees remain only half burnt, 
he prognosticates a bad one. When the ground is cleared, the ne-. 
groes dibble it witli their hoes, and sow their maize, beans, or other 
pulse ; during the operation they cut down any thing very much in 
the way, but never think of working the soil. Mter sowing as much 
seed as is thought requisite, they prepare other ground for planting 
cassada, · here· called mandioca~ the root of which is generally eaten 
as bread by all ranks in Brasil. The soil • for this purpose i& 
rather better prepared ; it is raked up in little round hillocks, not 
unlike mole.hills, about four feet asunder ; into which are stuck 
cuttings from branchei of the plailt, about an inch thick and six or . 
'eight long ;·.these soon· take root, and put forth leaves, shoots, and 
buds. Wberi enough bas been planted for the entire consumption of 
the farm, the ·owner, if he is rich' enough; prepares means for grow. 
ing and manufacturing sugar. He first employs a carpenter to cut 
wood, ana build a mill with wooden rollers for crushing the canes, 
by means of water if a stream is at hand; if not, by the help of 
mules. While some of the negroes are assisting the carpenter, 
otl1ers are employed in preparing ground in the same way as for 
mandioca. Pieces of cane containing three or four joints, and iQ 
length about six inches, cut from the growing stem, are laid in the 
earth nearJy horizontally, and are covered with soil to the depth of 
about four inches. They shooi up rapidly, and in three months 
have a bushy appearance. not unlike ilags i in .. twelve . or fiftee~ 

• Mandioca requires a dry bot aoil, of a andy nature. 
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months more they are ready for cutting. In rich virgin soil it is. not 
uncommon to see canes twelve feet high and astonishingly thick~ . 

The Indian com and pulse are in general ripe in four months or 
eighteen weeks. The average return is two hundred for one ; it is 
a bad harvest when it falls abort of oue hundred and fifty. 

The mandioca is raiely ready to take up in Jess than eighteen or 
twenty months ; if the land be suitable, it then produces from six to 
twelve pound weight per plant • •' They grow very little indigo in 
this neighbourhood, and what they ha.Te is of indift"e~nt quality. 
Their pumpkins are of enormous size, and &Ometi.oies are served up 
as table-vegetables, but more frequently givea as foOd tO the horses~ 
Melons here are scarcely palatable.. · · .. . 

· In no branch of husbandry are the farmer& sa defective as in the 
management of cattle: ,No artifidal grasses are cultivated, no eo .. 
closures are made, nor is any fodder laid u·p against the seasori of 
scarcity. 1.'he cows are ·never milked -regularly; they seem to be con .. 
sidered rather as an incumbrance to a fann than 8 valuable part of 
the stock. They constantly require .salt, which is given them once 
in fifteen or twenty days, in small proportions. Their. dairies, if 
such they may be called, are managed in so slovenly a manner, 
that the little butter that is made becomes rancid in a few days, 
and the cheese is good for nothing. In this essential department 
they are deplorably deficie~t; rare1y indeed is there tO be seen a 
farni with one convenience belonging to it. For want of proper . . 

• This generous root requires but littl~ preparation to make it se"e as a . substitute !or 
bread. When taken out of the ground they wash and scrape it clean, and then nap it on 
a coarse grater of iron or copper, presa the juice from it, and place it on a bot aurf"acc, a 
4hanow copper-pan fOI' instance, fou at fiye feet in diameter, or a clay one, with a brisk 
'" 1111daneath1 while dryinc it J• CODStatWJ atined, and when the moisture is completely 
enporated, it is immcdiateiJ fit for use.. If preset:Yed from wet, it will keep good a long 
time. In broths and soups it becomes gelatinous, and aiFords rich nourishment J it is par
ticularly good when eaten with cheeae. The wild or spurioua mandioca, c:alled lpe, ia 
little inferior, when. roaated, to 6oe cbeanuta. The Portuguezc introduce it at table, boiled 
.as well at roaated. 
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plaees in whd 1IQ atore tbeir produce, they are obliged to lay it 
ia pro~~~iscaous heaps ; and it is not 11DtwiiD100 to see co&.e, cotton, 
maize, and be~ns, thrown into the comers of a damp shed, and 
cxwered with a green hide. Oae J.jf iJ invariably spoiled by IDOUld 
and putridity, aed. the remaioder is much detaiorated, through 

\ this idle 1ltld stupid aegligence. . 
They reed their pigs on Indian com in .a crade state ; tbe time for 

eonfioj~ them to fattJeD is at eight or tea mooths old ; aod ~ 
quantity oonsumed for .the puqtoee is eight or teAl .Winchester 
bUshels each. When killed, tae Jean is -cut of' the .sides as dean u 
poaible, the mt a aarerl with very tittle saJt, and in a iew days :is 
lady .for· ~et. · n.e riba, cbiue-Oone, awl lean plltl are dried 
for home coa8umptioa. . 

TDe fa.~m-houes ue miseable llovels .~one .tory., the ioor Deither 
paved nor boarded, ancl the· wan. and partitio111 .formed of wicke_r .. 
wodt plastered with mad, and ne¥er tRldel"-dnilwn. F.or an idea of the 
~tdum, ·wbicll ought to be dae cle~,meSt ·ad lill08t OGmfort;able put 
of the dweUiDg, the reader may fipre tD bilnaelf a iiltby room wida 
aa :o~e7eJI •addy ftoor, iatenpened with pools of slop-water, aad 
in different parts fire-places formed by three rouad stones to bold 
the euthen pots that are used a boiJ.ins meat; .as peen wood is 
.the chief fuel, the pl.:e is almf)st always fiHed Wilh smoke; w.hici:J, 
aodi~ DO chimney, vents itself through tBe doors &J&d other .. r .. 
:twes, and leaves ·all within aa black u SOGt. I regret to say 
that the kitclaeas of many opulent peope are in DGt much better 
OJDditioD. . 

It may well be imagmed that in a country like this, a stranger 
finds the greatest comfurt and enjoymellt out of doors. The ~ .. 
dens in St. Paul's, and its vicinity, are laid out with great taste, aad 
many of them with curious eleganee. The jasmine is .every ·wbere 
a favourite tree, and in this fine climate ·beanJ ftowen p«enniaHy, 
.as does the rose. Carnations, pipks, passion-dowers, cocks..combs, 
&c. grow in great plenty ; one of their most estimable shrubs is the 
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Palma Christi., which gi-res fruit the first year, and yields abtindanef: 
of castor·oil, which all families possess in such quantity, that· no 
other sort is burnt. . 

· . Bees are by no ~eails uncommon ; they ale easily domesticatedt 
and, I believe, are perfectly harmlesi. Their honey is pleasant J 
the w:ax., particularly that generally sold, which iS taken from their · 
nests iii old forest-trees, is very foul, but might be purified by a very 
siJDple process. The woOds contain a great variety of animals of 
the monkey kind, and .alsO ~~ of prey, some of which have · 
tolerably good fur. · Among these' may be classed a peculiar speciei 
Of· the otter. · Insects are numeroas, but the mosquitos are not so 
oftensively so as in · the 1\io de la. Pia~. The animalculum, called 
the niagua or jigger, is troublesome·; it beds iaelf.under the nails of · 
the toes, and sometimes of the' fingers, but it may easily be baDished 
by extracting it and its bag of eggs with a needle, and filling the 
cavity With calomel or snuft", for fear any should have remaine€l 
Reptile&, 1 · was told, were very numerous, but I saw few, except 
toads,·· whicJ:i in the evenings crawl upon the foot paths, and even 
infest the streets of tile city. The sorooooco or jararraca (serpents) 
11re said tn be very dangerou~ 

The woods produce large and durable timber, well calculated for 
building. Of their trees, all of which retain their Indian names. 
some yield very tine gums. The jacaranda, called in Engla~d rose
wood, is ·here very common. Many of their shrubs bear beautiful 
iiowers, and are very arom~tic. Among the innumerable creeping 
plants which clothe the soil of their uncleared lands, there are 
some distingnished as infallible antidotes to the bite of venomous 
reptiles;' one. in particular, ~led the corazio de Jesu •, is univer
.Wly. esteemed. 

Beyond the plain whieh nearly encircles ~Paul's, the country is 
hilly, or rather mountainous. Had the period ·of my stay been 

• Its leaf it shaped like a heart. · · 
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Joager, I should hav.e ·devoted some time to a ~ological .tour m 
that district ; but having urgent reasons to hasten my departure .for 
Rio de Janeiro, I had leisure to take only one excursion oft~ 
kind. The goveroor invited me to visit the old gold-mines of J ara
gua, the first discovered .in Brazil, which were now his property, 
together with a farm in their vicinity, distant about twenty-foUl' 
miles &om the city. We travelled along a tolerable, and in some 
places, fine road, in a southerly direction, for twelve miles, ·and 
crossed the 'fieti. This river is here ·considerabl.T larger and ·deeper 
than in the neighbourhood of St. Paul's ; it has an excellent wooden 
bridge, free from toU. On its banks there are some situations truly · 
enviable; fine rich virgin lands covered with timber, and ·capable 
of producing, not only the ·nece!saries, but the luxuries of life, in 
a hundredfold degree, if properly cultivated. It was melancholy 
to behold a tenitory, which, for its. teeming soil and genial climate, 
de.erves to be called a paradise, neglected and solitary like that of 
.Eden after the fall; while i(s infatuated possessors, like the oifspring 
o~ Cain, hungering for gold, kept aloof from the rich feast which · 
aature here spread before them. . · 

After travelling onward foor leagues, we arrived at the ancient 
mines of J aragua, famed for the immense treasures they produced 
nearly two centuries ago, when at the ports of Santos and St. Vin-. 
cent, whence the gold was shipped for Europe, this district wa8 re- · 
garded as the Peru· of Brazil. The face of the country is uneven 
an~ rather m~untainous. The rock, where it ·is exposed, appears 
to . be primitive granite, inclining to gneiss, with a portion of hom
blende, and frequently mica. The soil is red, and remarkably fer~ 
rugioous, in inany places apparently of great depth. The gold lies;. 
for the most part, in a stratum of rounded pebbles and gravel; · · 
called ca1calhao, immediately incumbent on the solid rock. In the 
•alleys, where there is water, occur frequent excavations, made by 
the.gold-washers, . to a considerable extent, some of them fifty or a 
hundred teet wide, and eighteeD or twenty deep. · On many .of the 
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hilli; wbele water can: be collected for wathi~ particlei of gold are 
touad ift the aoil, Jittle deeper than the roots Of the grass . 
. ·The mode 'Of working .these mioes, IDOre fitly tt> be'deoomiDami · 
wuiUngs, is simple, and may be easily es:plaiiled.: : · 
Sup~e ·a loose gravel .. tike stratum of t<illoded qiiartmse pebble, 

a adventitious matter, iocuuibent · on granite, and covered by 
eartAy·matAJer of variable thickness. Where water df sufficiently 
high lefel caa be · mmmanded, the .ground is· cut in ·step~ oeach 
twenty Ol" thirty feet· wide, two or three broad, and :about one deep. 
Nat- the boUoaa a trench is cut to the depth of ·t•o 01.· three feet. 
On ~eaca *IJ, stalld m or eight :aegrcies., whO, as· the· water flows 
P'l.r fr- a ..... : keep the· earth OORtimially in motion with shovels, 
antill!he wllicJle i8. Mduced: 1n liquid mud an4 washed below.. The 
particles of gold contained ·in this ~h 'descend to the trencJa, 
where, by reason of their specific gravity, they.quickly precipitate. 
W arkmen are cootinuallj' UBployed a1 th~ treoch to remove the 
~toite&, and clear :away the •unace, whiell .operation is mucb as- . 
ailtJed by the -c11rrent d water· whi~:fall8 intn it. · A(ter five daya~ 
washing, the precipitation in the balch -is carried 1o :some eonYe
Jrient :Stnwm, to undergo · a· tooemd ·. cleai'aoce. For this purpose 
wooden ·bowls are providecl, of a fiUUlel shape, about two feet wide 
at the lllOiltb. anti five ·or -sis· inches ·deep, caHed gllfllelltu. Each 
workman standing in the BU1mm, takes into his bowi five or six 
pmnda weight 1lf the ·sediment, which '.gtmenllly consists of heavy 
matter, such as oXide of iron, pyrit:e~, fer.mginOus quartz, &c. of 
a·aark carbonattGUs hue.. 'fil:ey admit cert.ain quantities o( water 
illto die bowls, wJUcb they move about so dexterously, tbat the 
p~ooa metal,. :separating from the inferier and lighter iubstances, 
.,uJes to the. bO~ &od ·sides Df the vessel They dten rinse their 
bowJs in .a larger vessel .of clean water, JPJl.ving the gold in ·it ; and 
begill :agaiD. ·The ·washing of each bowlful Dccupies from five to 
eight or llliae minutes:; the gold prodneed is extuemely variable ia 
qliantity t .and ia th~ ue of its· particlei. :Some cif -which are .0 
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s.iaote, that they 6oat, while others are found as large as peas, and 
~ .-nfreqnent(r much larger. This operation is superintended by 
O'feneers, as the result is of considerable importance. When the 
whole is finished, the gold is home home to be dried, and at a. co~ 
venien·t time is taken to the permutation office, where it is weighed, 
and a fifth is reserved for the Prince. The remainder is smelted bJ 
lpsion with muriate of mercury, cast into ingots, assayed, and 
stamped according to its intrinsic value, a certi6oa.te of which is 
given with it; after a copy of that instrument bas been duly eaterecl 
at the min~e, the ingots .circulate as specie.. • 

My attention waa strongly engaged by the immense debris or re ... 
fuse of old washings, which lay in numberless heaps, and contaiaed 
various substances that gave .me strong hope of finding some illte. 
resting and valuable specimens of tourmalines, topazes, and other 
crystallizations, and also a rich series of rocks, which ·might form 
the geognostics of the country. So strongly was I prepossessed with 
this hope, that I really fancied I ·had within my reach some of the 
finest mineral prodttcts of Brazil. Early one morning, before the sun 
became too hot for work, I set out accompanied by two or three IIi~ 
with iron crows and hammers, whom I had engaged to assist m~. w., 
broke up immense qu·antities of quartzose and graoite .. like matter ia. 
various stages of decomposition, and others of a ferruginous kind, but 
after pursuing the operation for three whole daya, until my banda could 
no longer wield the hammer, I was obliged to give up the search as 
fruitless; not a grain of gold did.I find, nor any thing of the nature 
of crystallization, except &Orne miserable quartz, a little cubic and 
octaedral pyrites, and some very poor manganese f In short the sub. 
stances presented so little novelty, and were in . themselves so ordi
nary, that I hesitated whether I should carry them with me to 
St. Paul's. This disappointment at the first gold mines I had seen, 
not a little dejected me. 

In company with the Governor and his lady, I now took a survey 
of the farm ; we walked and rode thrm;agh extensive p1antations, 
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the productions of which, as wen ·as the mode.of .culture punued, 
were similar to · those I have already described.. Ou~· next recteatiod 
was hunting the deer. Let not the reader imagine that I am going 
to lead him a chase through miles of country with a pack of hoonds 
and ·a joyous ·company of horsemen; the mode of bunting in Brazil 
affords no such diversion. Three or four men go out armed with 
guns imd attended by two or three do~ ;·. the ·men separate an~ 
wait ln some open place; meanwhile the . ·dogs quest among the 
plantations and thickets ; if they find, they drive· the · gam~ out,.. 
Which the · :hunters immediately shoot. The deer are small, .and 
of the fallow kind ; but their ftesh is not esteemed. . 
· The wild animals ··or this district are cliiedy monkeys, sloths, a 
variety of the porcupine, and ~ms. These, and other predatory.· 
beasts,· make great havoe among the poultry. Of the feathered 
tribe there are ·not niany · varieties ; I shot several becassinas and 
ooautiful lapwings • with ·red horns QD each pinion, about half an 
mcli in length. Here are great numbers of parrots aOO, parroquets. 

The vampire-bat, so often described by travellers, ~ a most for ... 
midable foe to the horses and mules. If he gets aceess to them in 
·the night, he fixes. oo the neck-vein, above the shoulder, and sucks it 
t<) such a degree ·as to leave the animal almost covered with blood• 
fanning· With his wings. all the while he retains his bold, in order · ( M 

it· should seem) to lull the pain caused by his bif:e. · 
· The garden has a bed of fine po~toe~ w'hich were planted three 
or four yean ago by Mr. Quarteo, M,m Gibraltar, They are suf .. 
fered to grow and reproduce themselves. from season to season, none 
being tak~n up unless when wanted for food. Cabbages and otbc;t 
vegetables for the table grow in abundance. 

• In the Spanish tenitories they are called tlispmwu (awak<:oen), on account o£ the noieo 
tbey make when disturbed in the night~ A flock of them in anJ plailtation lll~ the pur.' 
~sea£ -.n •m-bdl aplnat ~e•~ .. 
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· This farm ha& the advantage of very fioe timber·~ iti.neighoourl'! 
hood, and· when the improvements,· begun by the gmemor, are .com~ 
pleted, it ·wm·be well provid~ with water, brought :from a dia~nee 
of . 'six milts, in sufficient quantities to ·•ash . the ·· hills, and to 
work the m8chinery of a sugar-inill •. On the estate were employed 
abOut fifty negrOes, and half that number of:free Indiana; ·the 
latter ate at 'th~ir master's expence, aod earned ~bout sixpeoce.a day; 
but they appeared far less laborioqs and handy than the negr~ 
They were . clearing grounds and making walkS in a wood, whioh 
when finished will rent\eJ' the place a most agreeable IU~mer-retre&t.; 

ADl()ng. the inany marks. of·kiDduess with which: tbe. goycrnor 
honoured me, . I .must no~ omit hiS repeated . asauraDCee; =that: in 
the event of war between our respective. countriee~ ·which .w~. then 
talked of, he would not detain me. . After. remaining here. nve. dajs; 
which were rende~ as.agreeable· as possible .by. the pdite:civilities 
ofmy host~ we' set out oq our fetu~ in tlle:ord,r in which we~.i 
the governor' and : his lady. io a Carriage .ch.wn by four mules, his 
aide-de~amp and myself on horseback, and six .dtagoona in front; 
the guard always allowed .f.9 an oftjcer .o£ his .raak. We arrived .at 
St~ Paul's without any material occurrence~· . :: . · : 

This! city is 86ldom visited: by foreigaers. The passes in it:from .the 
coast are.·so· singularly siiuated, that it~ abnost: iinpOts&ible to avoidi 
the gll&rds who are stationed in tb~m, to inspect all traveDers and 
merchandize piassing iato' the interior .. Soldiers of the;)o~est rank 
on these stations bave a right; to ~umioe an strangers wl_:to: present 
themS4'1ves, and to detain them and .their property, uo)ess tbey 
can· produce passports. I and my friends in our way hither were 
thrice obliged to exhil?it our licence from the governor of San~ 
which . was attested. Our appearance at St. Paul's esc~ co~~ 
siderable c~ity among ·all deseripPons: of people, who seemed by 
their mannerneYerto have aeeo Eoglisbmi:m be~re; the very children 
testified . their astouiSbment, aome by mooing away, qthers ~y 
eotu\tiog:oor fioge~, and 'exclaiming, tbat·we had. the same' number 
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u they. 1.\l&nJ. of the good citiseu invited us .to thea hoUBe$, and 
·sent for. theiJ, friends fu come ·a*d look at u&. · Ai the· d1teDiog we 
oecu~ was. vetj. large, ·we. were frequeatly entertain~d by crow& 
of ·young per&ons o£ both sexes, ·who came to the door to see how 
we a~ and drank. It· was gratifying to us to perceive that this 
geaeral wonder subsitled into a. ·more social feeling; we met with 
civil treatmeDt every. where, and· were frequently invited to dine 
with the inbabitants. At the public parties and balls of. the go¥er• 
nor we. found·. bOth nmelty .. and pleasure ; ll9Velty at being mucli 
more; liberaUy!reoeived than we were. in 1he ·Spaaiah sottlementst and 
pleasure at ·6eing.io·milch more: refined anci polished compauy.· · 
.. . 'The dress of the ladies a~ and especially at c~urcb, conlisUI 
of a ga~nt of hiBck silk,. With. a loDg veil of the same material, 
trimmed with broad lace ; in the cooler aeaaon . black · cassimere or 
hai.e. · I•· tb~ satne veil ithey almolt alwa,. appear ia ·the streetst 
though· it has beeil-partiall.t aupmeded· by a loag· coat of'coarie 
woollen, edged w.itla velvet, . gold lace, i fuStian, or plush, . aooording 
to -the .ft.nk ... the wearer •. This .coat ia used as a- ·generalsert of 
uadreu, at home, ia their Melling walka, and on ajoaniey, aod the 
Jadies, whenever they weu it,-· appear :in round hats. The ·appelJ..._ 
tion ··of.' P.alllista is: conSidered by· .all the. females here. as: a -·great 
bOn oar -; the Paulistas being celebrated· throughout all Brazil .f01 
their :attractions, ·and their dignitY: of ·character. At table they· are 
atremely· abatemious; . their :favourite amusement· is dancing, in 
which they display much vivacity and grace. At balls and othett 
public. feStivals they generally appear in elegant white dresses,· with 
a·. profusiOn ·of gold chains about their necks, their hair tastefully 
disposed . and fastened with combe. Their conversation, at all times 
-sprightly, seemis to derive additional life &om music. Indeed the 
whole ranse of their :edqcationappears to be confined to superficial ac~ · 
complisb~eats; they··trouble: them.Svea very little with· domeStic 
crinceras, con6diog whatever· relate& to the inferiOr departmentB of the 

·11~bold to the nqpo •or negra.·cook, and leaving ·all other matten 
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to the management ol servants. OWing to th$ 1ndi41'en!ftee, tb~y are 
total strangen ·to. the advantages ·of that order, ·neatness, abd pro
priety, which reign in an English family; their time at home iJ 
mostly occupied in sewing, embroidery, and lace-making. .Anether 
circumstance repugnant to delicacy is, that they have no mantuao. 
makers of their own sex ; all articles Gf femalt! dreas here are made 
by tailors. An almoat universal debility · prtwails amoBg th~m. 
which is partly attributable to their· abstemiouslirin~, but chiefty 
to want · of exerciiet and to the frequent warm-bB.things ·in whicl\ 
they indulge. · They are extremely attentive to · every means of 
improving .the delicacy ·of their penoas, perhaps to the injury of 
their health. · 
· The men in general, especiaUy those of the higher rank, oftlcers, add 
others, dress superbly ; hi company they are ·very polite abd attentive, 
ilnd shew every dlspGBitiob to oblige; ihey are great talkers il.tid 
ptone to conviViality. The lower ranks, c01hpared with those· of 
other d>lonial towns, ate in a very advanced state ef cirilisati<..t~ 
It were to be wished that 8o1D~ reform were ilistituted in thtrir system 
of education ; the children of slaves are broitgbt up during their 
early days with those of their . masten ; they are playJ.DiaU:S abd 
companions, and thus · a familiar equality is established between 
them, which has to be forcibly abolished lVheo they anif.e at that 
., at wllich one must command and 1ive at his ease~ while the 
utber muat labour and obey. It bas been said, that by thus ·at
t,u:bing the slave to his master, in early youth, they ensure ·~ 
future fidelity, but the custom seenis fraught with many tlisadvani. 
tages, and ought at least to be so modified· as to render tbe yoke ·of 
bondage less galling -by the recollection of former liberty. , · 
· The religious processions hete are very splendid, grand, arid so
lemn; they have a striking effect, by reason of the profound ven~ 
ration and ~nthusiastic zeal manifested by the p&pula~. On par
uct~lar occasions of this kind all the inhabitants of the city attend, 
and the . throng i& frequently increased by numbers of ·the neigh-
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hpuripg pe~otry : for several lea.gues round. The balconies of 
tho~e . houses, · which eomnui11d the best views of the spectacle;· are 
crowded with ladie& in t~ir gala dresses, who consider. the day ~ 
ild~Qd·of fel\tiv.al; the evening is generally conchideq ·:by,tea and 
.car4~p.arti~ Qr da~s. · . · .· : · • . .. . · 
. · We J01,1nd very little difficulty in· accommodating ourselves ·to'the 

. general n1ode of living at St. Paul's. The bread is ·pretty ·good, and 
t~ :butter: tol~table, but rarely ·u&ed except with coffee for break
~t, or te~ in : .t~ evening. A·· more common .breakfast is a very 
plea,iloot sort-Qf. ~ns, · c~lled fe:ijeees-, boiled or : mixed with: man~ 
dioca.- _. Dinner, ;~hich.:~ us_uaUy:setved ·up &;t noon· or before, c~in;. 
inonly consists of a quantity of greens boiled with a little fat pork 
or beef, a . .-:®t. of . the potatoe kind, .and a stewed fowl; with ·etcel
len:t .~aUad, to wbich· .s.Qcceeds ~ great v:ariety ·of delicious co01ertes 
an~ s~®.~meats! Very .lit~le wine is taken at meals-_; the usual 
·JJev~erage i~ .ware~:. On. pub.lic:occasions, « wh~o a feast is.given,~ 
a. largo: ~rty, th~ table is ~t _sumptuously spread ; from . titirty:!O 
fifty disJles ar~ $erve4 up .at once., by. w.bich arrangement a succe~ 
~iop . ~f .C9Urse& ,is , Q~viated~: .: Wine· circulates copiously, and toasts 
"re. given .d~ng. the . ~p~t, wh~ch , ~sually ·occupies .two or t~fee 
J.qurs; .Q.nd is sucoeeded ~y: sweet-meats, · the ·pride of their· tables ; 

· ~f~r coffee the. com~ny pass the eve~ng in dancing, music, or cards. 
. . I -.y he~ observe, .~hat neither in St. -Paul's nor in any. -other 
p\ace,wh\~b I. visited, did I witnas .any in&tance of 'that levity·in 
the f~JQ~es pf Brazil, wh~ch some. writers alledge to 'be the leading 
.tra~t·m :tl,leir character. · I allude to the custom which·has been said 

-~ ~v.ail ~D,lQ~ them, of throwing ftowers from the balconies ·on 
such of t~e pas$e!l-by as· they .take a fil.ncy t~ or· of presenting a 
1Jowt;r. or a AJ~gay ~their favourit~ as a ·mark of partiality. The 
~rcums~n~e .which seeJpS to . have given ·rise to such an iJl.;founded 

. ~~jectJJre is tbis :. flowers are here considered an indispensable part 
of the female · head-dres8,- and · when a stra.,ger is introduced to a 
lady, it is nothing more than . an act of_ common courte$y for 
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her to take one from he~ hair ·to present to him. This elegant coni:. 
pliment he is expected to . ~turn in ·the course of the visit, by se
·lecting a flower from· the profuse· variety which adorn the garden~ 
or the balcony, and p~senting it to her. 

One singular custoJJl l mu~t not omit to notice, that of throw:ing 
artificial fruit, such as lemons or oranp, made very delicately 
9f wax and filled with perfumed ~ater. On the two first days of 
.Lent, which are here celebrated with great fes~vity, persons of both 
~xes amuse themselves by throwing these balls at each o~ber ; ·the 
~~dy generally begins the game, th~ gentletn~n returns it with such 
Spirit that it seldom ceases until 'seve~l dozens are throWn, and bOth 
parties are as wet as if they had been dra~l;l through ·a river. Some
t~ea a lady will dexterously drop Qne.into the boso~ of a ge~tle. 
man, which will infallibly oblige him to change his l~en, as it 
u~ually contains three or four ounces Qf cold water. On these days 
of ~mival the inhabitants parade the. stree~ in masks, and .the 
.diversion of throwing fruit is. practis~ by persons of all ages. · ·It is 
re~koned improper for. men. to throw at each other. The manu~ 
tore of these missiles, at sucb. periods, affords no inconsiderable 
9.ccupation t9 certain .classes of the i~babita~ts; I have been in
formed that in the capital of Brazil many hundreds of people · 
derive ~ t~~rary. subsistence front the sale of them. The practice 
(as i ~testify) is very annoying to strangers, -and not unfrequently 
engenders quarre~ which terminate seriously. · · 

· During our stay here an unpleasant report was circulated, that the 
port of Lisbon was shut against the English, and that war wal 
daily .expected to be declared between the two powers. Had it not 
been for the kindness of tbe governor in offering to permit our 'd6-
j,arture before he should receive orders to_ the contrary,. we 'should 
have felt ourselves in a ve.ry disagreeable predicament. But news 
eoon arrived that His Royal Highness the Prine~ Regent bad 'left· 
Portugal with all_the cou~, and. that they were embarked for the 
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Bruik, under the . escort of a British squadron, dispatched bi 
Sir Sidney Smith. This intelligence wu most· joyfuJiy received bj 
the Bruilians ; they considered. ind~; that the occupation ol 
Portugal by the French was a disaster very likely to ensue, bttt 
they consoled themselves with the hope of receiving a Prince, in 
whose ptaise every tongue was eloquent, and to whose cause every 
heart was loyal. The Brazilian empire wa" oonsidered as established! 
and the worthy bishop consecrated the auspicious era by ordaining 
daily prayen in the cathedral, to invoke from Dirine Providenre the 
tafe arrival of the Royal Family.- News of their having touched· at 
Bahia anived in about ten days, and "tras welcotned by t:Tery de
monstration · of public joy, processions, fire..1forks, &c~ Hoping 
every day to hear of their arri\fal llt Rio de Janeiro, I made all ready 
for my departure, and devotM the few remaining days to a seeond 
excunion to the gold-nlines, and to some farewell visits among my 
friends in the vicinity of St. Pauljs. · The govemor and many of tbe 
principal inhabitants ga•e us parting invitations, and by their urba
nity rendered the last bouts we passed lrith them at once delightful 
and melancholy. Some of the latter aceompanied us: two leagues on 
our way, and on separating testified the watmest wishes for our 
welfare. · · 

· I never recall to mind the civilities I teceived at this city witbout 
the most grateful emotions. in which thOtie will best sympathize who 
have known what it is to visit a remote dty in a strange country, 
where, according to the narratives of pteceding travellers. nothing 
prevailed but barbarism and inhospitality, and •here they have been 
agreeably undeceived. It may easily be supposed that I. found ·it 
Qifticult to reCQucile the character of the Paulista&, snch as I beheld 
it; with the strange actounts of their spurious origin, quoted by 
modern geograpbel'l: These accounts, founded on the suspiciOus 
testimony of the jesuits of Paraguay, and at variance with the · best 
Portuguese historians, have been of late most ably confuted by an 
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enlightened member of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Lisbon •. 
He fully exposes the inconsistencies of Vaissdte and Cl&arle'DOiz, in 
ascribing the origin of St. Paul's to a band of refugees, composed of 
Spaniards, Portuguese, Mestizos-~ Mulattos and others, who fted 
hither from variOl}S parts of Brazil, and established a free-booting 
republic; and he satiSfactorily shews that the first aettlen wete lnW.ni 
of Piratinioga and Jesuits, and that the city from its first founda
tion never acknowledged any other sovereignty than that of Portugal. 
Tbe. veracity of'thil account is .further supported by the predotninant 
character of tbe Paulistas, who, far from. inheriting the obloquy which 
an ancestry of rogues ·aad vagabonda would have entailed upon. them. 
have.loog been famed througbont all BIW~il· for their probity, their 
industry, and tbe .mildneu.of.their mannerat. 

• Fr. Gaspar da Madre de Deo.. · ... · ... · . '' . . . 
t I may alto add thCir public apiiit' 'in· ttaentbig injuries done to indmctuals, and · ia 

11lpporting the cauee of the : oppielllcl ~ a . aiDp1ar ~ of which I han often beud 
~dated. Some aeTeDty yean .ago oac ol their~ who was a DOblemaD, W ID m. 
ape with the dau&~ of a ~ T~ whole·mwn eapoaeed the caue of theiDjancl 
f'emale, and cempclled.thc ~1»J'J. 't the 1'¢1 of billlfe, to lbany her. . . . . ' . 
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CHAP. VI. 

Cotuting Y oyage from Santo• to ZtJpitiH, tmd Journey thence to Rio 
de 1 aneiro. 

WE ieft St.Paul's at ten in the morning, and took theADJe·road 
to Santos by which we had eome, there being no other, fit to 

travel. On the following day, before noou, we arrived -at Cuberton, 
where we were detained by rain, until four in the afternoon.. About 
seven we arrived at Santos, and as we were provided with. a letter 
of introduction to a judge, and another to a merchant, we relied on 
a kinder welcome than we had met with on our first visit, the more 
10 as we came from ·St. Paul's. We were, bow~r-er, deceived. The 
judge received us coldly, aod when I asked hillil where the person 
lived to whom our other letter was addressed, he . seemed quite re
joiced at the opportunity for shewing. as out of his house. The 
merchant was as frigid as the judge, and made us a paltry eXcuse~ 
We then repaired to an apothecary, from whom we had experienced 
some acts of attention, and who bad attended one of our friends, 
who, having left St. Paul's in a bad state of health, had waited here 
three weeks for a 'passage to Rio de Janeiro. After telling him our 
situation, and stating that the wet weather prev~nted us from pass
ing the night in our canoe, he kindly offered us his shop-ftoor for a 
lodging, it being the only place under cover he bad to spare, We 
commissioned him to oWer four dollars to any of his neighbours who · 
would admit us for the night, but be said it would IJe of no avail, as 
the people of Santos were proverbially notorious for their want of 
hospitality. The great influx of strangers ~nd renegadoes from all 
nations into . this and other town.s on the coast, had completely 
steeled th~ hearts of tbe people against those claims on their good-
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will, which the inhabitants of the interior, less frequently imposed 
upon,_ are ever ready to acknowledge and to satisfy. 

Thus disappointed, we resolved not to wait at Santos for a ship, 
but to proceed to Rio de Janeiro, along the coast, in a canoe.- Hav
ing hired one we embarked~. and: after rowing all night in a strait 

, ~~ween the continent and tb~. island of St.Omar, which forms one 
of the passages to Santos from sea, we arrived by sun-rise at Berti
oga, situated at the north end of that jaland. It is a village, COD• 
sisting of some .tol~rably good .b~ildi!lgi, ~recte~ for the convenien.ce 
of the . Captain ~or and his attendants, who superintend a fishing 
establishment .l_lere, ~imilar to that near St. Catherine's, and belong
ing to the. same co~pany, ~ut very much inferior ·in point of extent- . 
and capacity~ .At both pl~ce8._ the ~noit. expert 'of the negroei are 
employed in chessing whalebone, which 'is· a considerable article of 
comu1erce, though smaller and less valuable than ·that · of the· Green
land whale. Along the .coast ._ .which we passed, are several fine 
bays, where, in ~be beSt . tUnes of -~be fiahery,large quantities of 
whales were annually ca~gbL : '111E? briild.ings for . boiling the blub
ber and storing the oil were C~QVenientJy situated : 

The fine harbour of Bertioga is -well sheltered from all winds, ·and 
the town itielf, being sit~ated at the foot of a hill, is protected from 
the inclemencies of the weather, and is at times inconveniently wanu. 
The basis of the hill is primiti~e granite, composed of hornblende, 
feld.spar, quartz, and mica. Fine springs of water, bursting from 
various parts, give variety to the scenery~ and an agreeable fresh
lless:to the air. Though the place bore the appearance of poverty, 
we observed no sigQs of want ; the sea affords great plenty and variety 
of eatable fish, and the soil produces pulse, of various sorts, and 
rice, quantities of which we saw loading in boats for Santos. The 
people witll whom we had to treat used us civilly, and seemed 
anxioua to anticipate and to gratify all our requests. As the CaP.. 
tain Mor was ill, he could not render us any assistance in procuring 
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~ P•,s&a&e thF St, ~o.; we. were therefore obliged to hire the 
'canoe to go forward. 

A ~ttropg; ~unenii setting iJl-.thore cletaiDed u uotil midnight; 
~~ •hen. Wok advqta~e Qf a. calmJ1PbicD succeeded, aad. aowed 
e. way fqr a headland. ta tbe eaet.w.ard, near which we· armed about 
2\~P-f.ise~ ~tf\er a tn~ laborious puaage. The shore was q~ solitary, 
wid!. the e.xc~ption o( two. Y«Y miserable huts.. at which: we ·oould 
pr~ure 1;\Q ~tter a. breakfaat .than. muscles. The face of the. oountr}' 
.low and ~·, e~v-er.eci with uilOerwood ..- sroupa of;.trees,.aad 
wate"'d by. rivule~ f~• a:J'S.08ClOf·JDOUDtaiDI~apparently:aboot two 
~~~~ dis\41~ 

..(\ ~ze springiDS up. about ~d.day.~. we apio embarked, bat 
~t c;W).q;pdjng with, both elemeau. for four boon, we were obliged 
-.gam t9. take: tp·QLU'· oanJ, in order.to.macb.P.orto. Unya beft>re ~ 
'et,. wltic;h, •i'b QONidem.ble uertion,. we· edected. At this place 
we· o~:rvf:4 a . large plantation, beJoDfPg to a. religious society at 
Santqs. w.)lp he~tee derivo. a sreat part of their mamtenaoce. . ~· 
ter w.ai~jng till. two .in the morning for .a chaage either of wind. or 
current, we got out of pott aad-proceeded on our. vo,Jage to Wo.de 
.f~neiro. W,~ rowed agajna.t. the :wiocl till day-light, and, tbaa found 
ou.,""JV.~$: qea.r· a. bluft". head.JaDd with stlCep rocb. formiDg a goud 
~arbo~u ~r b«M.ts. celled Toque..Toque, w.~ we arrived about.niM 
o'cl~~'- :ba'illl paMed seveal conical . ialauda. which are aet Jail 
4,ow,a io. &J.\Y, eh.arb d1at.I have hitherto seen. Oft" the point oiToque 
Toq~n~. ~~. t)w. fine islaod.of St. Sebastian.; tile strait between 
i.t. ap.d, th~. Dl~Jl a«~rds an excellent: passage, and a .good harbeur 
for ships of W~; . 

. 'rh~- w~ct t~ill blow.iog fresh a~st, us, we rest.ed·awhil~ and 
~~re a.mu~ by watclling some. filhermen haul their neta . asbere 
~ith bugt.dfaJ.tghts oe cavelhoa in them.. These. fish w.eigh. frGJQ 
fifteen to. t~enty po~• eacll, and: are caught. in great. numbers 
.a)oll:i .til~ CQ&Jt, ' 
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Paaing poiat '.Voqa.e !lbque at ROO~ ft -~ate'fM the strait of 
St.·Sebaatian.. ltB width .itJ about thnte .leagues, ·the· land oa both 
lifts ia .bold. and ~' and beiag .weJI.cultiftted baa a very grand 
ad rich · appear&nbe. The ftried iofiage ·of the trees, and the dif
ferent shades of wldare in the .eacl01ura, combined with the .,. 
....Uc situations of ~ lwuaa dispersed atnOilg them, pre&ented a 
view·woithy .the ablelt.pencil.; w.e:bad:fullleisu~ to·enjoy it, for the 
wind being still ad nne, our progress ·depended. on the toil of .our 
wearieS ~tmen. 8eftral·ve.ets, going .the «»atnlry way, passed 
•s; li.t . fit]) .sail, :the -crews of :which added tt> our chagrin by ~ 
nicaRy wisbiog .us a pleasant •a,age. . At four ·ift the afternoen 
we arriv.ed .at· tbe town of St.-Sebastian, situated on a low tract of 
ground about three buodred · yards froan .the tttaeh. Tbt iDhabi
taats, amoanting to ·t•o or three tbousan<I, are .an Indigent and 
not very industrious people ; they sub&iat chiefly on filh, •bleb .was 
tJae only fuod we could procure during ibe three days we staid 
among :them. There ·are 80Dle inconiiderable phlntation&. in the 
neighboarbood, \wbere.alittJe indigo is made, .and some tolerably 
goed tobaceo • grown. This .town is noted (and formerly was 
much mOre 10) for ita .ery l81'ge canoes .COOped out of the ~id 
timber ; 80IIIe .of them I have seen of almost int=redible dimensions. 
The clitril.government ie enttusted to a .Captain .. Mor, -whoae ·aadiOJ.. 

· rity ·is iDpported 1by a garrison of ten or fifteen soldier! under the 
command of an ensign. At the house of the latter we took up our 
abode, while waiting for an opportunity to hire a large caooe to 
carry .DB to Zapiti\•a, near Rio de Janeiro. The. people .with whom 
we ·had to bargain, uaed every petty tneans to thwart and impose 
apon us, anfi our host shewed no . disposition to protect us against 
their chicawery, so that we encountered many vexatious delays ere . 
w~ could accomplish our Jl"fpote. 

This place is by no .means a 'ddirable, or indeed, a tolerable res~ 
deDce for a stranger; it is exposed to an the inconveniences peen
liar to low and sandy situatio~ ; tbe hot unwholesome weather, sel- -

N 2 
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·doni refreshed by a breeze, tends to multiply the imm~se. s1tarmtl 
·of mosquitos~ which constitute one of the · plagues of the Torrid 
Zone. The neighbouring island, on the contrary, being more. eJe. 
vated, has the advantage of a freer air, and is therefore laa 
annoyed by these troublesome insects. · It bas the reput~ion of prO
ducing the best s~r, rum; and pulse, as well as the finest cattle 
in· all Brazil, and -these advantages, joined to_its convenient .situation, 
must render a plantation .upon it highly valuable. In common with 
the opposite shore, and the rocks observable in various parts of the 
.straits, it :appears. to be composed of the same primitive granite I 
have before described; .Near .. the· town: ·of St.Sebastian,a, I found 
some large pieces of basalt, which, when struck, emitted a very ·deal' 
iound ; I saw also some-fragments of lime-stone, but these probably 
were part ·of some vessers.ballast, which bad been thrown overboard 
in the bay, and washed ·ashore~ : · 

Having at length hired a canoe, we embarked .for a viii¥ 
about five miles distant, caJied Bayro, where we arrived safe, and 

·staid all night at the houae ·of _a .fisbennan, who undertook the 
charge of our navigation until we should arrive at Zapitiva. Bayro 

·is a pretty but poor village, built near the beach, and is. chiefly 
noted as being the place w.here most of the earthen-ware used at 
Rio de Janeiro is made. ·The clay for this purpose appears· to be a. 
deco~positio.n ·of feld-apar. Here is a large ~onveat, well built; 
and finely situated. 

About nine in the morning, we embarked in our canoe, which 
was forty feet long, covered with .an awning, and rowed by six men. 
In the afternoon we anived at Porcos, a fine, bold, conical island., 
with good anchorage, but no p<)rt. Its coasts abound with excellent 
fish. Here was stationed a guard of soldiers to prevent contraband 
trade, and to give information respecting it ; the officer, an ensign, 
made us welcome· to all he bad, and treated us wi~ great kindness 
during our short stay~ Leaving this plaoe at two in the morning; 
we rowed through · an archipelago of islets, and. arrived at Pono 
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N~ within lour leagues of Isle. Gmode~ :and. the. morning·; fbllo.w:• 
Uig reached a .bay in .tllat island· . . The larid isin geiaeral .. vuy high 
aDd irregillar.; in the interior it is well wooded, and contains. some 
exeellellt .iron ore which .is very little known. Ita c~ts are. but ~r
tiallJ. inhabited. The strait which separates . it from the . main 
laud is an· f'.xceJlent barbour in all its extent, and was the rend_. 
voua of some· English privateers during our . war with .Spai~. The 
country in its vicinity is :.well clothed w.ith large· timber, .and appep.r;s 
. v.ezy fruitful, but is thinly peopled by a·. 8et of. mea, .whose mann• 
and pursuits denote them to .be outcasbl from soeiety. In tbcl 
eveoing.we entered a· fine bay, · and ·procured .some refreshment at a 
lpase on. the beach, where we intended. to :pasa.the night, but a· plan. 
bad been laid to rob us, ·and we were ·ooliged, on disco.vering it, .t9 
re.imbaTk before day~break, mu«?h. rejoiced .at. having narrowly: 
escaped the loss of our property and .our lives. P.ursuing our connie 
among the many islands,. with 1W bieh this pM:t ·of the coast is ·studded, 
.we passed the beautiful aud 'fertile ·ialalid of. Madeira, and, at noon, 
crossed two wide bays. A favourable br.eeze now, for the first .time, 
spnmg up, which 1~ until we arrived ·at· Zapitiva, and here 
ended our romantic caooe-voyase. · .. : .. ! · .• 

· · I ·would strongly recooime&d ·toevery traveller, punuiDg .. a.Similar. 
oourse, the expediency· of providiag himself .with a soldier .co-:omi~ 
sioned to attend him, and to protect 'hi~ person and ·property ·agains~ 
the evil-minfietl per.sons, who prowl . aOO.ut the ,coast .. in search of 
plunder, and greedily seek .eveey1opportunity of ..euriog, by f-:a.ud 
or force, tbe ·property of-defenceless passenge~ We had more than 
once occasion to rue .the negl~ .of this precaution. . · 
. At Zapiti~ we met with . excell~t accommoda~ions. The owner 

#of the house at which we;pttt u~ furBished us with a plentiful sup
per of fish, fowls, cotfee, ~d.esceDe~tsw~meats, which .~e relished 
the moie from hav.ing·for·eigbt·days·subsiated. wholly on fish. Oau 
lodgings were tolerably comfortable, and were rendered more so by .. 
the earnestness with whicb··every one in the family strove to please . 
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•· .At .un-rile-uext ~o~ after. diverting 1Dyaelf with. sboa)twg 
a Mw ·harned· pioren on :the· beach, I ;took a $urvey .of.the :rom. :tiu 
ICeDer:J iuouod. Here ·are a .few poor. homa,: and some ·plaata&. 
ofiadiKo, :auF', and pulse. The beach is .W:red ·with fine:alca;·awd 
presents an mtaesting "fiow ·of &eVeral isleta iD .&ont .of ;the bay, tthit 
11101t ·oonspic.uOOs ·of which is Madeina, .befiMte-lbentioaed.. .In .,... . 
tber direobon is aeen ·that.of Isle .Grande. ·F\Jur]eagues-diataM fitom 
Zapitita is Santa Crus, formerly the property .of the Jesai~ a~ iiiOW 

tJae . toJBI fann uf rt:he Prince, Rtwtot .of Portugal, of· wbicla .1. sball 
baYe,occasioo, io.the aeqoel,·to:speak more at. large. 

A.fter·aetttiag-Mth eurllost, wehired mules to ·cany us.tn lUo de 
J~ro, diatan& furty miles. Owing to ·the weight · of our ··~ 
pge, w.e tranlled .:but ·slowly-:· dlis, howe.Yer• we did·not ·regret, 
as the , fatigues af oar coasting-voyage rendered ·us mtber a rene ·to 
riolentexertion. Proceeding :through a low sandy <XJUntry, oovrered 
with w~ for abo1lt tbme. leagues, we skirted .the boundary .of the 
Priooe's farm, . which encl01ea ·some of the finest and m01t fertile 
p1aiaa in ·South America, .and gixes employment to upard of fifteen 
'bandred negroes~ . W:e sooo .afterwards reached the· main road, 
which in general is very good, bat tile Janda .abclat. it . are · little 
oleued, .aDd seem aisnc.t ~Jlte of adtivators. · lai.be: ~ound of 
tweaty :miles,· ·we BB.W only one ho.Je that d~ nil the · oatne of a 
plantation ; the Obl:r dwellmgi ~the way .. ide .ere· misemfje hu• 
and dra.IB-sbops, exhibiting deplorable s,mptoms of -.b ana . po.; 
'ftriy. . Before '11111-&et we tralted at a lriDd .of iDa, -where . 0'11' ...... 

were tumed out ·to gaau. and a sapper· was provided for • af fowls; 
milk, and coffee. The bo~ tlloogll.pleaaaatly .aituated eo ao emi• 
nence among oraoge..groya aad colfeer..trees, was mile.Jably delieient 
ill thole eo.veaieaces ;wbieh. its exterior had announced. The room 
where we supped was· lighted by a small poor lamp, (hei'e ·beiog uo. 
caBilles,) and the door· was so- unevea, that our table ~.-ad.-. ·oaly· 
two of its four legs. Tired with this cheerless 8b:Nu, we .ordenm: 
our beds to be anp,acked, and ·retired to rot. Tbe want of .caadle-: 
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li8ilt.ii•a· . ssioal'. it)eon.enienee. to. travellers in· all parts of BnaziJ; 
aad: oo. 011& oaght to. undertake· a .journey without· au ample pmvi• 
lioB of caacHea,. with. the· necessary implements for using thelp • . Sua£. 
fers. are articles: of mury, .very· rarely. to be , met witht escept. as 
cariolities.. I need aot add that ~s are an. equally. ituli~able 
part of a. traveller's equipage. 
. We taumed our journey at an early hour nat day~ aloug u ex
celleat. rpad· in th~ middle· of a valley, funned by lQfty· IIIOUntllia& 
After . travelling abont three· mites, we came· t&.a ~ eaJied, tbe 
Pauedera (bakNouse); which is reckoued:halfway betweea: Zapi.tifa 
aDd the capitaL From·thi~ place the road gradually. becomes mom 
t~~~~liveaecl by dweHings. and plantations, (but mal'iy of the funnel'! aa. 
'lt1'etcllfJd hovels ueoted 10r the · sale of bacon• oora, Jiqu~. &o~) 
aucl by numbers otiCOUftt1'!)'men• bringing produce; from evefT part: of 
.the aouth-west, even- &om. the· fur· districta. of, Goyazes;. Coritin; 
Coyaba,. St. Paul's, aad. M·ato Gros10. · . It is nob uncommo~~~to aee 
eight hlHidred or a thcus.aiJcl mules passing and repassing in. the 
o.oune of a day, besk:l8l numerous. droves of fine cattle for. the use 
~f the city. Our beav.~laden and,weary muJes.tnwelledr so:slowly• 
tmt we did not come. witbiQ sight of Rio de Janeiro, until. about 
three in the afternoon. On . rea"hiug the eminenee, which 00111" 

man~ the 6rst ptfl8peet of tbi& fioe city, our· jGyftY seosations 
bMaished .en~ry: feeling of·fatigue •. One of the patty, who had ad+ 
•aaeed a few paces, rode b&ck.as &st! as his .~ C()1llc.l go,.exclaim• 
iag, " the English ftag." We- hastened onward; and· beheld one' of 
the IIIC&t welcomes sights. that ever greeted the· eyes of. a · travellell 
with.a.remembrance of·bis·natiTe·country-.a squadron .of. 0111' meo 
of war ~t. anehriw in· tbe bay, . w~h- bad recentl!· eseOI'ted the· court 
ofP«tugaa to ao asylu,m.in· tbeir·own· d&JDinions-, beyond the reach 
of their foes. We 1M) Jooger· felt uneasy at· the thought Qf;entlering 
aJ•ge city inhaBited· by strangeN•; we koew ·thatthe name- of. Eng. 
liahmaa wCNJd be. a passport among· theuay aad we' anticipated 
something of that .delight·wlrich is ooonected with .the- nea .. pJfC)Bpeol 
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of· home. I, who had for eighteen months lingered in exile, and 
beheld each setting suo close another day of almoet hopeless capti
vity, enjoyed this evening scene with indescribable emotion; it wu 
here, ·that for the first time since my landing in South .America, I 
had just reason to promise·· my'self a night's repose in m.lom• 
safe~y, · and peace. . . . · : ~ nw~ "&Oon re~ched" the-suburbs, wllich are·. very large arid: pleas1tat, 
being agreeably· interspersed With gard~ns arid pleasure grounds. 
About five o'clock we halted in the vicinity of Campo St. Anna, at ab 

:ifio~· or father -hostelry ·for cattle;· whence~ haTmg iecufed OUf bag-
. gage' in; the miserable stall '~lfOtted to'us, •we saltied·forth in ilearch 
· of the ' frie~ds whd l~ft" us a1t St. catherine's. ·Accnstonied, 'al we long 
. bad been, 'tb. rude ana ~litary acene5; · ~e - were bclbly stroek-with 
. the. op~lence of:tbfs· dty, 'dispT,yed· in its niagnificent · buildingi and 
regula-r 'streets.· · Wliile eo~ged· in anxious eaquiries after our friends, 

. we ·accicle~tally .. knet with one of them·, \~tho,- with ·unspeakable jey, 
· conducted us· tO the ·rest; ~and ·the eveiiing· wati paaed most agree. · 

ably in relating over ~·vera] ·encounters, and in asking_and·answermg 
, ' mnumerabh~ ·questions •. · Returning to our' inn at midnight, we· re. 

maioed with our luggage until- mo~og~ 1rhen we catted it lop tb ilae 
house of ciur friehdi in Rtia PiSCadotes. · . . : . 

During ·our journey··ftoth· Zapitiva tO Rio · J~eiro; ·w~ had -aot 
· much leisure "for geologitd o~ervadon• The: stratum; in ·the cOtwie 
of the route;· is composed of · primiti•e· granite~ like· that· bemre 

· ·described.· In some parts ·we· obserted larse· atones, :appro:t. 
imating tO ba~al~ ·and in · other parts 'Ye mllod firie clay/ ; Neaterto 

. the capital, and I particularly in :the ·'·enviroas 'of~St~Cristoval, the 
· · Prioc~'s country .. pa~ace, · the stratum baS. a: gneiSs~Jike appearance • 
. and produces same fine' speeirnens· :of reid-spat.: ·1-n··fhe ·precincb 
of the city·,- there is"-an 'extenlive ftat,' covered·witb··inangtoves, 'and 
over-ftowed ,by th.e tide. At the foofM~the· 'tnonrttams w~ieh bolnid 
it, are qmitnes 'bf granite; large ·blocks of·wltic~ 1~~·raistd fbr·tiui)d., 

. ing putpo$es, ; ·as 'weU 8s for paving the streets of·'the :Cif.t • ... • · ~ : ... ~. r, 
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CHAP. VII. 

· Ducription of Rio de Janeira.- Trade.-State of &ciety.- Yil&t to 
the Prmce Regent'• Farm at Santa Cru%. 

RIO DE JANEIRO has been so often described by former tra ... 
vellesa, that, .were I to confine myself to the supply of what they · 

have omit~, or to the correction· of: their mis-statements. ·my task 
would be speedily performed, but, as I have uniformly· ehoeen to 
write freely from my own observations rather than follow· the track of 
others, I shall trespass on the reader with a more detailed account 
than be might perhaps require. It will, however, be recollected that 

· .. the period at which I visited this capital being a palitical era in the 
annals of Brasil; is sufficiently interesting to excuse if not to justify 
me in the attempt to improve upon descriptions of an earlier date, 
though at tbe risk of a little repetition. · 

The finest view· of the city is from the harbour, whence ita Iotty 
eminences crowned with convents, and the hills in its environs, inter. 
apersed with· villas and gardens, have a rich and magnificent appear· 
aoce.. The royal. palace skirts the beach, and is seen to great ad
vantage from tbe principal landing-place, which is within sixty yards 
of its. doors. This palace, though small, is the residence of the 
Prince Regent and the royal family : the ~t and the royal chapel 
foim parts of the structure. Parallel with the beach runs the main 
etreet, conaisting of noble b~ildings, called Rua de De!eito, from 
which the minor s~ts branch oft" at right angles, and are intersected 
by others at regular distances. 

Some idea of the extent of the city may be formed from. the po· 
pulation, which, includ~ng the negroes, (its m01t numerous portion,) 
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is. estimated at a hundred thousand souls : the dwellings are generally 
of one. story only. 

The numerous CQnvents and churches are well built, and rather 
handsome; the cathedral, now nearly finished, is in a superior style~ 
of architecture. 'l'be streets we~ formerly incommoded by latti® 
balconies, which had a very heavy appearance and obstructed the 
circulation of the air, brt they have been taken away by ·Qrder ,Qf 

Government. . Tbe· ·great:eat mdsailces DOW remaining are those 
which arise from the custom of persons of all ranks on horseback to 

ride ·on tbe foot-patha, and. nom the preposteroaas bauging of aliop! 
and hodae .doors, which .all open oat ward in1x> tbe street, to the great 

· UDOJ8Dce of fuot-paaensem: .I may also add the f~quent pools (I{ 
etagoa~t water •bich; from the lownei& of the aif.et cannot without. 
much labour be draioed away, and wlaicb,- through die heat .of the. 
weather, emit the moat putrid n:balatiOils. Water for the rise of the 
city Bows from the hills tJuoogh' aqueducts, ·and. il diatriboted.f4 
.Veral fu&tnuiDi· io variOU public· plac:ea• It i8 t.O ·be regretted· tt.t 
\here. are not more of. daeee for tb&supply of the inhabitants, :au.., 
ben of wbom .live a mile . distaot from ·any of· them. and ue. obliged 
to employ persons -contiuually.in •rtyiag ftter: many Of the pooret 
C~IJI8elo earn a liriag by seHiDg it. ·The fountaiiae ill dry weather ·are 
frequeatly· so crowded, that 'the canien. have tO Wait tbr boom beW.. 
lbey can: be supplied. · The water· is. p>d, 'and, when· kej>t in large 
jUI, drinks· cool and ·pleasant. ~Tile. ions and· public hotises , •• 
almolt ci.e&titute of acccNnmodations, aod io very uocomfurtable that 
a stranger. will not reside in tbem if he can find a . friend to take him 
in. · Hou.e-reot io general ia equaU1 bigb as· in London, owing.,: it 
mould seem, to the 'deatneis of building materials and the high ~ 
of rila$onry. Timber in part!'!~l;u:~i! ~nacccjunta_bly _scarce, oonside~ 
ing the qua11tity which grows in 'almost every part of Brazil; evea 
lire-wood is d~ar~ . Provisi~ns ~rein general plentiful, but not verj 
choice in quality : the beef is very indifFerent, and iodeed bad ; t~ 
pork is better, and, if the feeding .were properly attended to, migb~ 
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IJ8aoendered '-; .1QIItton is .almost aakno.m; a8 the naiives will not 
eat:it~; tbe·poultry·of eyery.~ption.aie~sceDeat, but the, am 
WJrY dear. Palseaod ftgetabJea .of all kia.da arey.ery abundant, and 
., fish-market:is DOt ill soppliecl. . Turtles are ~aently eaupt, a 
well ;ai. a great. T&riety. of filb ; be~ are abundance of very fine large 
ptaWDS~- The: oyaten and muscles, tbouglt not equal :to. ours, awt 

'llfl'y ctol~rable. . · · · · • · · 
'!Bwiag to.itaJOw.lituatioo,.and t;he.geaeral filthiness of its streets, 

Bio; c1e Janeiro eanaot be caDed ·bealthf'DI.. lmprovemeuta are ..OW 
making which will in part remedy tbele el'ilt ; but other causes tend 
te mcrease the inialuhrity of ·the air, and ·to spread coata~UI dis
&aapera, •dae. priDcipal of which are the large importatioas of aegroee. 
iom Afri~ who commonly laud ~in a eicldy .state, the corurequeooe 
of dale CGDfiDemeot.dtuiag·a hot v~. :lt·is mocb·to·be ~ 
that· tbie city ·was· aot ·origiDally t.itt on the plan of t00ae in the 
Nethedandl, :witb,canale for brigs and small veuels, whiclt .might 
tbm havc;.·been unloadecl at·tlle doors of ·the ·wuehouses: auch-an 
improvement!.~uld ba~ al• ptatly teaded to the deaali11e11 and 
llllabrity d the town. 

The .police is by DO meso. ill regulated ; aod, from the atteotiqq 
whidl 1M beea paid to it ·since the arrival of the court, there is 8Yf117 
ltope that it will be .placed on a footiag equally respectable with that 
of any.Europeao capital. Tbe priiOD8 are leathaome, and .Nqain 
the .beaev.oleat genius of a Hon:rd to nfoi'Dl them alto~. One 
,great step in favour of humanity has been gained : the inquisitiou 
hla·beeo abolished, aod with it the· spirit of penecutioo, ~ that .no 
ooe caD now be oteoded fOr. his religious tenets, unJe. be openly i ... 
tolt the eaWllished mligioa. 

• By way of experiment, I had eomc killed, and it waa acbowledp by thole who tasted 
ft to be excellent; 'but some atrange prejudice or other deters the ,inllabitanta from intro-
chdng lt -..t tbeir·t'dtee. · · · 
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This· city ia ·die chief mart ;. .of Brasil, •ni · especiaUy Of the pao.: 
vincee of Minas Geraes,· St. Paul's, Goy.aBe~, Cuyaba and Corritiva. 
The mioiog d¥trict.e;: beiag :most popUlous, require the greate1t p10o! . 
potti6Jl of £QQsumab1e :J()Ode,. .. and io.i'etam aead the.· moet · ~alti• 
able artic.lee · qf commerce, heoce.innumerable troops ·of mulea aft~ .· 
continually travelling·, to and. froin .. thole districts ; their CIOID-: . 

moo burden is about. three cwt- each, which they .. cirrJ . to tlte. :~ 
almoit incredible distance of 1500 or iOOO miles. Their homeward·· 
fi'eight conaista-· ch~y of·aalt fQr the.. cooaumption of the-cattle,· ud 
i~·for.·tbe workiag.of tbe:J;Dioes. :· -: . · · · · · · 
. Nq.cc>looial pc>rt.i~ the .world 'ilso~well situated tor. general eam. 

merce ~ Rio de Jeod19. lt.eojoys, beyODd au;~' •• .equai·OJilw· 
Yeoience of iote~une with .Europe; Ataerita. Afiica, the Euo. 
ladies·, &Pd· the South Sea islaeds, and; aeo- funned by nature u .; . 
grand link ·to :coonect the trade of those great. portioos of the globe.. 
CorinoandiD« .also, as ·the capital of a .rich and extensive territOry, 
resources ·of immenee amount and value, it seemed to require. oaly 
'be. pr.eseoce Of &Jl dlicieiat go~er.nment .to gi.vo it · political im~ 
a.oce, and-this advantage it baa now gained by.beooming.tJae ehGaen: 
residenee of tlle-c:Ourt. of .Porttigel. . The benefits r_etwalting ~, tbii 
great:event.~bad but: just begun: ·to .diJiplay them8elv~ .at the periOd 
te ·irbicik thiS. narrat.ive·refera, aod .the commercial relationi of Rio• 
.laneito,~tbough .. co•~ably.ausme!Ked~ wem Hill. but in t.heir.geb: 
1. shall·.proeeod :to. state tbeaa aceording ·to the ,beat. information ·I· 
"u tl\on. abJe.-tQ proeure. : . . ... , . · : .. .. : . . . · ; ... : .. . . · . ·. 

The imports hither from the River Plate, and from Rio Graode de 
s~ ~~- e«Piat:in immeo•· quanti nee u. clriej beef, tallmv, bides, 
and graio. Thoe.e from the United Statea . .are.dlie&y salt provisio•, 
8o\lr, household furniture, pitch, and tar. -The 'North Americadt 
._enera.lly a«;od cargQe& of these articJea on . speculation, andt as the 
JP.&rket for .them is fluctuating and not to. be depended, on, · they .~ 
q~ntly 'tak~ tbecn to:;Otber p<».rts.· Their provisiou•·•·comoumJ.J 

. . •' •, : .· .. v:. 
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seat to· the Cape. Of· 6Cod· ·Hope.: .They Wing· European merchan· 
diae, whicli·1he' excunge · for-S~Jecie wherewith to·tr.ade to .China,
and' alto· take. in: lleeesaaries on their voyages to the South Seas. · 

·.From .trunvesteni·coast .~ -Mrina, Rio de .Janeito .imp«wts ·W'&'S, oil, 
aalpbor,. aod ~ woodt.. :The negro trade :bas been restricted·to! 
the ·kingdohl of Angola ··by· ·a ·dee~ of the Pri1108 ·Regent,· who' 
bu.declared his intention of abolishing it ·altogether as soon u :pos-
Bible . . 

. . . I . . . ~ . . . .. . . ,·, , • .• • I~ . " r t t . ' \ 

/.The 'bade .tO Mozambique is tririal; .,wt~ ei~e -· the:capture·of.. 
the Isle of France b1 the British has;clearecl.tbat.coaat from ·Frenclt· 
~ it may be eapected 'tc» iocrease; It aft"ords many valuat>le 
pwwind~ such as gold-dust, broUght ~ from ·the .. iftterior, ivory, . ef.: 

1tbich the Prince mOnopoliBes· .. the largest· dt, -eboay ·and :other1 
ine: woode, drugs, oil~ .ezcellent oolumbo-1"064· Blld aa1 abundance 
~various gumis, particularly · of the gum meai. · The whaJe-fiaheries· 
on :the oOMt· have·proved a ~uta! o€ riches tO·many speculators. . ' f 
· 'Tbe:interooune'ofthis port with India, in rommon.with. Monm.o 
llique, hu been· ·much ··amoyaj by t'he: privateer~ df the Isle . of 
~ ud·wiU tl\erefeie, in· all probability, 'tlouriabequalty ·by theni 
-t~Uppreuioa: A. . ~yage thither and back is performed with gntat: 
expedition:, one large . ahip of' eight hundred tons sail~; :loadedt 
at Suiat; 1ftld; returned witl:airr tbe •paee •f se¥en moatbs. A ·voyage 
~ Cbioa ieldomiGCcupies alooger·period .. ·The ·trade thither wiH no. 
c:locibt be revived,quicl it•is nOt·improbable that. this port may at no· 
Jre&t distance of time beCome an entre~t for India gooda destined' 
flirBurope. . · . ·I • • , • 

.. · .. RiO de Janeiro it· conveniently situated for ·eupplying.a great'. 
'Y8ffety.·of.necessaries totbe .Cape of Good Hope and-to New· South: 
Wales'l'. indetd, of hate yean, English ·manamctures ·have been 8Gkf. 
here .so · elaeap that it .. has ··been :found. more advantageous ·to ship 
tbe'ln' hence for: t.boef .CoJooies :than· fro01 home.· . I Ships going 011 ·the 
$ouda;S..~Iiery .~Oadl here; and lay in IIR'g8 stocb .of epi• 
rituousliquora; wine, sugar, coifee, tobacco, aoap, and live stock. 
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, 'A~·im~ 'tiom tile mothe~ouatry coaaiae chiefly ·m ~wine· an4j 
"W. · ·Prom Sweden some iron is ~ionally brought·: it i!1 prefemd 
·to English iron for mules' shoes, on account·of its greater doatility. 
- . ~be ex pons consist .principally ·of cottont ·111gar, rum, sbip.tito
ber, various· fine: cabinet.woods, · hides, tallow, iodiso, ad. ;oo&rile· 
ootto~:r ·cloths, ·in 'immense quantiti~ mr clotbing the Fe0as in tlae· 
proYiaces of the·Biver ·Plate.· Among the more precious utieles:of 
export may be enumerated gold, diamonds, topazes of various eo;. 
lou" ~tltyats, ·tourmalines·(tbat are-frequently &old for aneralas), 
dtr,eober..Jda, aqua-marina, and wrought jewelry: . . .... 
· 'This market has ·been greatly overstocked with 'English m&IIUfiic-_ 

tw'est ·in tomequeoce of the sanguine ·speculations to which oilr:lber- · 
ebants JWere iacited by the late emigratioo. The·supply·etceeded 
the .demand ia a ·tenfold degree, and the excess gaft rise ·to auctio..S· 
wbere goods were soldiat !Uilprecedentedly·redueed ·prices. In pro. 
portion as English ·merchaadize lowered, tha:t of Braail roee in value, 
and to · great -waa tlae demaad for it, owiag ·to the ·nmueroas ·vessels 
waitiD~ for cargoes, that within a year· after the uri val Of the Prinee 
Begeot, M8f!Y artide of . produce was ·doubled. Gold quickly dis.. 
appea181; far the moaied Portlogueae; pereeiving the avidity and 
impolitic. eagemeaa with Which the ·Englilb 'mrced their goods upon. 
them, ·cautiously withheld . their specie, ·arid, 'bJ the alternative ~f 
'-ter, got rid of their 'ow:a ·produce at a rrery high price, aud 6b. 
taiom ~ men:baadise abnost at ·their· own vatuatioo.: 'The' loSing 
party in this ·unequal traffic, though they bad ·chiefly to blame their 
own imprudence in engaging in it, were loud in their complaints aad 
remoostrauces· 'Pinst the Portu~ lilerebants. A treaty of eom
merce was conclacled, b.Y which the ·dutits on.Eng1isb, and inde~cl' all 
tbreigo Dlerchaodize~ ·which had been t5 per cent., wer.e reduced to l.S 
per cent. ad valorem. A judge was appointed to attend solely to the 
ooncemt of the English, aocl to s6e justice done them: he was in titled 
tt.e Judge Col!lservador of the ·Englisla nation. Tbe·pel'80n·wllo IU)~ 
fills ·tlris· important <l.ffice is one of the most enlightened and upright· Of 
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\.plla1; his .otlicial condnct, of which ·1 have ~;.much., hu seeat8d 
lum the respect of all parties, and has done .credit to the· eh~i~ af 
the Prince Regent, confirmed by the approval of. His Excelleuey 
lArd Strangfotd. Further to cultivate and extend the inttftlt& of 
commerce, His Royal Highness has es~bliahed a Board. of Tradff, 
in which are ~e experienced and inteDigent men, to wtto.e. consi
de~on every particular case, and every new regulation, is referred. 
(>De of the members of this BOard, Dr. Lisboa, -patty d~ 
gqished himself by his JJCal for the English :oatioo,· :c:lisplayed i'q. 
various publicatioqs on 00111merce, particularly ill one dated May 
1810, which contains a fund of solid argument on tbe.principles.lai<l 
~wn and acknowledged by our most celebrated_ statesmen and po:
litical writen. It is. to be hoped t~at the diftbaiQD of views so liberal. 
1mder the. auspiCe. .of JDinisten, will ba.tiish thU narrow .. minded p. 
lousy with which ~ertaio opulent individuals Qf thO Bnurilian capital 
ntgard the English merchants, whom they 8\igmatize as· intruder! ; 
a~d that -tbe ~general interests oi eummerce in thia ihriving colony 
will gain, through fair competition, wbat the.Y have .herewi'OTe IQBt 
through overstocked awrkets. 

The business of the custom-house, although ·still shackled with 
11Ulny troublieaome and tediOus regulations, especially wilh regard~ 
small articles, has been ooDSidembly simplified ; and, in all cases 
where a stranger findi himself at a loss how 'to proceed, . he is 8Qte. ~ 
have every diticulty. exp~~oed, ~od every obstacle removed, by ap
pealing to the judge who presides over this departm~t. The lib&. 
rality and disiotere8tedness ·of. this eKcelleot officer are the more ge
nerally feli .and acknowledged, from tlie inconveniences with whicla 
b~ situation migbt.euable him· to embanass the trade, if be were in-
dined· to a m.ote rigorous execution of the.Jaws. · 

In meJJtiooiDg ~e ~dvaatages w.hich have resulted to the English 
D11irdmnts from ~e liberality of the penons in ofiice, I ought not to 
omit stating .tlu~t much has heeD dRcted through.the exertions of the 
B~qsh._ minister, )V~ while pursuiag that conciliatory and modera-. 
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line. of conduct, which gained him the esteem of the Prioce Regent, 
ever firmly upheld the interests of his nation, aud in. all deliberations 
concerning them reserved to himself the casting vote. With respect 
.to individuals, it is true that be declined to be troubled on every 
trivial occasion, aod scrupulously. discounten~nced every covert 
attempt at monopoly or peculation, from whatever quarter it came: 
.but in great questions he acted with promptitude and deci~ion; nor 
_was he averse to use his ioftuence in favour of a private individual, 
:when a candid and manly .appeal was made to him. Couidering the 
peculiar circumstances attending his embassy, and also the jarring 
interests he: bad to reconcile, Lord Strangford has oonducted himself 
in a way highly honourable to his talents and character ; and in con
tinuing to merit the confidence of his own court, has secured that of 
.the Prinee Regent ud all his ministen. The treaty of commerce 
J~tely concluded is a proof of· the harmony which subsists bet,veeo 
;th~m. and may be regarded on our part aa the most advantageous 
that, in the existing posture of atTain, could have been procured. 

The harbour is easy of eotrance and egress, .genel'&lly speaking, ·at 
all tiQ~es, as there is a daily alternation of land and sea breese, the 
former blowing until about noon, and the latter from that hour until 
$un-set. . Ships find h~re every conveoiency for repairing, heaviug 
down, &c., but it is to be hoped th~t docks will soon be formed, 
which will render the latter troublesome and dangerous .operation· 
-\lQDecessary. There i~ an anchorage-duty. paid, which fo~s an i~m 
in-the bill of pPrt-charges. . 

Of the state of society in Rio de Janeiro, what I have to observe 
differs little from the description of the Paulistas already given. The 
eame habits and manners prevail at both places, allowing for some 
slight variation, caused by the greater inftux of strangers to the 
capital. The Portugueze are in general rather punctilious and re ... 
served in admitting a foreigner to their family parties; but having 
once. received him, they are open and hospitab]f. The ladies· are 
affable and courteous to strangers, extremely fond pf dress, but less . . ' . 
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.. PrQud tbliu ~h«Rfe' of other lilltkms.. . lb' their m~ietf .ias~pibiiei ;tlie 
tttD1dst·· ~lecy· pr~t<ailst 'and' is ffe~ . by thut ··fiuishdd 'Voli~ 
fbr -.hith · the P(jrtugUe"~ ·~ ~euetany ·diitbig6i81Jed~ · ·Tii~ c6nfer-

. -.i~fJ of "the '!jest~ 'm~, "how~~rt is more lively . tf.Rn: • ipst..uO. 
ttttt; for edu~!itln is ·he!~ 'at a: Io\Y !ebb~ ·ittd:eaulpklftnida 'it ·y:t~ 
Jtmlted co~tse "df' Jitemtute!dftd: s~nee . . ·lt 'i& pmp~io~aad''t~t. 
lltic~ _·the gtrivafoftbe ce.irt;·~tes lt'Mfe' ooen·adoptoo ft.r:~i?~ 
. ing a ·thoroogh ~l'tD in itwJ· &eriliMLrit;S,' .-.: other iiistnuti~ns)•or 
public in~t'nictioil ;· aild-~tbat"the'~«''Regent, 'iu"bis sot~iiqde'ror 
tl'te pd ~f his. sub~'ts~·· h~·. z~otltli ~trohlzed eve."ry 'atitetrt"pt" to 
~lftbse : ~g them a taate: for. ueeful ' knowledge.· Undet his'au
·&pi~s, the· ct511~ge of· ·st. Jdiquirn ·luis undergone eotmderabte fm .. 

: fm>vt!merit :· a le'ctttretrhiJ}. e11 ~ermstry ~-~lieen'inst~te<l; · te, ~~a 
l)ur· cotititt.Yman; Dr; <hutt~.-/tiaj &eat'- ndmiDa:ti!tl" 'by· n~ ··lloW 

· Highness;: and it'li' ·to·oo 1\opea ·that from 'thii· appointment ~ay· t>e 
~ttd ttae · ih~tti6u: of expe~eittal pbi16&0pby ·in u..it -:tism.bliih· 
bl'ebi. . . - ..... .. ... , {.. . . . ..... . : . . . •.1 . . . . . .. . . •. 

! · · ltdulnlhg ifiy r1~fite: I anf bOufitl i)l paifua~ ·to··~· tbt .. t" 
-. ~ti6n ~ me{ with here exceeded mj tn0St.'l8nguine Jlopes~ and far 

hJore 'so any individual · preteristons &il which I could gtdund. therb.. 
~ i'm·us~·attribute' it \'to the letter ofiil~rddu~ti<)n :to the Viceroy, With 
' ·1fbich ttie Potmgue8e ariiblissado~ in Mndrin 'honoUred· me ·on ldy 
·.repartute th~~ and .tthicb I ptesented to the ambus4dor's1J<)ble 

. . , . . , . . . , 
ml~tive, the Cond~ de Linhares, 'Dlinitter fot foreign atfairs. . ~his 
dis.Snguisbed statesman shewec}. tlle every attention·, and granted· me 
e.Yery privilege i c~uld =uk. so tblit,' tlirough his kind ronde5cenaion, 
all went wen with . me.. 'I may state this without ineuning the im
putation of ~afiity, since it is only one •m01\g the numerous pi"Oilfs 
he lias given 'of his disposition io- serve the: English by every aneana 

· ~~-. his pawer. · · · 
· ·. A· few weeks: after tnj ilrJ1.val, 'I .Oiicitbl permmsion· of Hi• Excel• 
l~cy tbe ·conde d~ Linhllres· t'o wo~ an iron: 1M•.· a\ Gu~ba. 

. representb\g iit tht . satit~ titlie t.ht linM'ense ~ges whieh ~igbt 
p . 
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taCcrue tQ the state fr.om auch an ex~rim~nt,. bJ.opaoing ita,ofln,.re· 
.~urcesfor the supply.ofthat uaeful.paeta1 .• . HeJ.~~aase~ .W-tbe 
prdposQI, but expre&tSed a . w.ish that] $bould previQUsly ·devote ~ ·fi:'f 
-days to an ins~tion .. of.tbe rnnce'a farm at s~~ Cr~,, -.ud. GD.lqJ 
~um make a·.report.of tJJ~ sta~ in .which. I found.it, . )V~Je p~ 
paring for ~Y jo.ur,ney, ,it was intimated to me as the . ~rin.ce:.S .. pfttr 

-ti~lar desire, that I shoul~ .eod.eavour to . .e.b\blieh a di;Liry oo :tta. 
principle of those in England; .an<l .dir~t tbe.~pJe1n th~,~Pi" 
ment of it, .to which I ~adily aoep.ted., . ,Being provided ~ith h()._ 
and· a soldier .to attend .me, -~~Se~ OUt QD the JOUrn~y,· BCCOIJI~n~ 
by a . gentleman named Par.oissien, .wbof#e: ~b~e di•po.itioa. apd 

-~ientific punuits ~n.~~~ ~ ~·iii!, ~: v,~~Y: ~~ful :~mpa.niQ.o. :: ~~-;r. 
a~t.,~ft,.mnea. bard ridiug, .. w_e .arri~,~ at ~b.~ .fan.u~bo\l_t six _jp ~ 
~venirig, : m~ch fatigued. 'rhe.a;cco~wQd~ti9nt w,e .met_ with, .JullsJi 
explaioed tq ~e the m~_tive of .His Roy~ Higb~~·s.miuiJ~~ in,e~ 
.q.uiring into the. s~~C?. of his domain. . fip.viog presen~d m1 offiei~ 
J:etters! I .. was. oblige~ to wai~. u~tii ten o:cl~k ~fo~ . the .sl!ibte.-t,~ 
.'f¢fresb·ment could 'be p.'OCU~d.;. nctta . .dlsh.of,cQ.tf.ee was to~ had.;· 

_. ' ' • • ' 'I • • ' t ' ' t ~ t ' • ' • ' ' : I I • ' 

·~~e · only_ fare ~t ~fore us wa~ -~ID~ lean ~f half-boiled, ~~l.Y·. 
the worst I had. ever ~sted in Bruil. The Ql.~lattq: who attend~ "' 
engaged rp have'breakfast ready ·by seve~ next.moming; we were .ip 
r~adiness at the hour, .ami: th9ugh. told . it · was com)~ .im~edi.ate1y.,. 
~e waited three hours,_when}uflt -~ w:e .were orderi~g o~~ ~he~ 
to ltio .. to .avoid . being famished, the rep-.st . was announcecf, . ~ith .. .-a 
~~.cMe ._th~t it could. n~ coqte sooner, because qo ·milk could be pro, ~ 
cu~d. . . . , .... . .. 

·_ . l then.: took ·.a,. ~urvey Qf the .. establishment •nd rode over th.e ·. 
grounds.. The house, I. was inforuied,· was once a ~onvent of.Je$~it~ ~ 
.who. ~sessed. also the exteusive tractof land attached .to it, .:whicp_, 
t~~y managed much better than their successors, . if we .111:ay . ju.dp. 
by the re~aina of their undertakings. . The .. ~~fice is .,n~ither large . 
nor grand : it .is ~ilt in ,a qu.-draqgulsr .for~, ,w~~h. an. 9pen court jl,l_. 

the· ceot~ .aod galleries inside to the . ijrs~ and 8econd doofS. T-4~ 
• . ' : . . . . - . • t. . :. ~ 

9 
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aparlrnenhl ate tbitty~sii in· mlinbet, very 8tilaU, having been . 8.dapted. 
to th~ u~; of the··brotberhood.f artd 9ii1ce their 'departure only in a~ 
aligh't degree aliered··and decoratoo ·for the feception· o( the Royal 
FIUniiy;· as ,·their 'summer ~idence.- · In' ffont .of the bouse~ ·io· th~ 
iouthward, extends,. one of the fihest plains· in the world, two leagues 
aqnare, watered' by two tiv.er8 navigable forgmall craft, and bounded 
t;y:fine .bOld totYy ··sccme'ry, embeltished hr many ·part;,· with noble' 
brest trees.. ' ~Timi-plairi is. clOthed with' the ric~est pasture, and sup.;,. 
portS frOm ·seveti. to eight' thoosand·· head of Ca.ttlt~' A eonaiderabld 
part of ·it lies low, and ab6rindi'wit1r bogs which might easily be' Jai~ 
dr.Y and rendered cultivable by proper· drainage'.' · The park occupi~ 
in ita' entite esie·nt upwards of one hundred square miles, 'a territorY, 
aknost all large as some of the late prin~ipalities of Italy, and cat)able; 
by its 'proximity and connectio~ with the capital bbth by land and 
water,' of being rendered ·· one of the mOst productive and populous
in Brazil. Under ·ihe present system· of mam1gement it is in ·apr~ 
psiYe ·state of deterioration ; two small comers, the best Of :the' 
JaDd-,· one abOut half a league square aiid the other more' 'than a 
leagtie square, have· ·been" already, through di~ingeinious .:·artifices; 
sold off; .and the rest may in no·Jong time be 1\aCrificed· to Irieri . whose 
cupidity stimulates them to 'depreCiate its value, unless proper m~n--: 
ue used to thwart their nefarious designs~ , · · · · · · 
. '·'The negroes on thia estate, including . an descripti6n8, 'amoant to' 
abOut fifteen hundred in ' ninnber ~ They are in general a very excel
lent - c~ass of men, ' tractable and gentle in their disposition~ and bf 
no means deficient in intelJect.- Great pains have been takcim to en~' 
lighten them, 'they: are regularly instrUcted in the prlndple8 or the 
Christian faith, and have prayers publicly read-to-them morning arid': 
e'femng, ·at the commencement and · close of their day's labourj1 

Plots of· ground, at their own choice, are assigned to each, and twot 
da.ys· in' the week,. besides ·the incidental holidays, ' ·al-e allo.ed them'' 
t(J ·raise and cultivate produce for ihelr own: subSistence·; the rest of' 
thtrlr time an~l Jabonr is de~o~ to· ·the· ·service· of :His Highness) 

p ~ 
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'IM s.)'stem pf ~~ bo~ev.er, is so bad, that the1 &..: half.· 
ataf'led, -.Jmoet d."titu~ of clotbieg. IUJd most milerablJiod~: 
d&eu a,vemge eami~Jp ~ obt amount. to a penny per day tae~t. A 
8form i.,. Uit) ·ettabliJhme~at .might have been euily. el"ected ~diS 
•rriv~ of thft Priuoo &gent, \»ut it w.i11 uow be verJ· difficult, u 
tlle•te!l have •• tacitly ~ooad by the indi&Ntwe ofth0198' 
whOle duty ud inteut it waa to correct them. lD this eitent of 
fine giWI¥1 soartel; ai\ · incJOflU.ie ia· made ; the c_.Jtivated Ianda alii ' 
fUll of weeds, and. ~be rofC6.rplanlatiODI are futle better than a m~ 
4oppiee~, ill whi& tho wikl. ahwhs pw. lUPer titan the coW.._ 
tRies. Tt.s Cfl,ttl6 are UIQSt depl9Jl8bly neglecttd., aod · t:Jaere is not 
upon the whole prem .. a iome fit fDr the ~neat be~ tD rido.. 
5uoh · ~aa the ~re in w.hieh I fowptl tllit rich aDd esteDSive diatrict,. 
whicb . aeie~s tP laave \leen destined by aa.ture for the inti'odu~tion (!I 
imt)J!ovemeot. that might pww:e, through the iniue&£e of biglr 
esa~nple, an ent:i.re change ia the asriaaltura.\ syatem or-Brazil. · · · . 
' .. ·A abaFt time after I lladta.ken.u·pqaymucltilce at Saflt&Cru th; 
Pr~ .c.-e down, aod w the ~--s~iog· .WS arriMid laoaOW3PCI 
J;ae witb a -visit, ~ · whl,dl I fteq~eotly rode out witA l;lis Royal 
High»esa.· Be one day dicl me the honour to ex pre• a wis\i that l 
would. ¥n~mak~. tD .sovem the fara.; this propoeall .begged .. ., 
to decline on the ground of q(y Mlabi.li\y tu teader au.cb aa : emplo, 
coQlpatib)e _w,,tb rpy oAiber coJ)oeai~ ~uggaLing at ilbe ~ ti!M the 
5\'\~ .ni<tt 1 could ~n~r ·by w.CHkiog the iron ·.mine. N.owitL 
~~itlg U.w, t'- PQnce, on the day foUowing, ga.ve me a paper, 
cQ~ta,i~QI JQ 9ftr.of tlw: "'lwle. -directioa of: the estate and. natiog 
~ tena.. · Tbe repetiAio» Qf ~ plOMStU not: a little etnl»arraMCd 
"w; J iWM tt.\tl•re U\iit,. PY ~JiJag,. I Jllish.t probably 'debar injself 
· (lftW tbe pr•P:ct qf a.oy· (Qture &.vOt..tr, yet. I antiCipated enQugh .,. 
jitticJJU;y .in. the URd~Qg to wake me declioe it. at all ev.eot& 
This dikalma ~a.:d.oMd. JJ~e. qruch. u.nea.iHile, en~ in order to ~ 
JaQv~ it l applie4 w. ~ .s.id.Jle$ Smith~ who wu then. ob · a v.iait tD 
&ulta Ctu~ tequeJthtg him to e¥plaio: .tQ ·JUt Boyal Higlaosar tile 
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eincumstaq~ which. reacimed it impouible for me to 'aetde m .]ft.. 

ml, and to tender him. :the :oWer of ·m.1 ser,ices diniag· my= stay: 
After:eome. further deliberation; .howeqr,- I was: induced to· ~otpt 
the aPPQiDt.uaeiJt, bj way. of trial, for· a few lUGqthS, under .tbe 'fJ56o 

presS .stipdatioR· that .I sho~Jd act ·rftthotit ldmtr91J On eot«jor 
\f410D. IIJY clawge I .began by making iacb DeJf ariart~enta ·ai lt}l'' 
pea£ed .coaduciv.e·to the eR4 for which I was 'appoinCied, but I ·~ 
petceived·tha~Jna.tead of being principal ioteildant, I i'uid a *bpttrfur.,! 
wilD held·me acc<lUat;aWe to him for· my·~edillgs, and·mllllihtM 
• fixed detenuination · to thwart · tnem, · a4a i1111ovatlon8 : bat· tli• 
eetahli&hed coune of things.· ·But ~is· wu 110t the' only 'iliCotii 
V(SJ)ieo~ ; -it .was , .expected -tbat ] shQuld · purChase wli#evet· WP 
-w.•to.l on. my owa credit.; ·;bUt I quickly dieco•~red, tbJ1t in~~ 6f 
being ·reimlnirsed,. ~iug w a~rlt, I •aurtnfted ·Witih· arid at 
length in part detia~d. ·The per&on. to wJwrD· l alhide wit's oti~. uf 
tbt.rbanagem·Alf the .~s hous.ehold; ·.be hd oontttived " tdUied 
betneel against the Edglisb, 'and · caald dot· -beat that· ooe of tbat 
ut.ioii abQUld · intenere . in :a aiRlcerO over :'\fhidl '.be dalm~d; timit()k 
tit;,, ·•oci hold~ :liW.tiOn:wiere real· a¥~ ~aigl\t'iddU~ 81 Ntii~ 
parison: lirlavpumb~ :to ;tbQ.e: specioo•· ciJlUI .:whio.h ~ ~died· 
himsdf wi~~ .eadering.. 1· will liot · detail -the flett)' ·•rttfit\!s IUid' 
mean indirect insults which this man employed, to disgust tdfJ ·ifltb 
the situation, when be found I would not submit to~ his servile 
drudge ; suffice it to say that, perceiving no chance of obtaining that 
discretionary power, which alone could enable me to be essentially 
useful, I peremptorily refused to act any longer. Alarmed at this 
determination, he at first stJ'OVe to overawe and then conciliate .t;ne, 
but I bad seen too much of his conduct to be duped by this su.
tagem, or to suppose that any cordiality could in future subsist 
between us. Imagining himsdf armed with Royal power, be at .. 
tempted to play the tyrant, but tbe reception be met with quickly 
fore~ him to resume his natural character, that of a cringing syco
p~n~. . I did not hesitate . to ~d in my resignation, and he had 
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the mortifieation to find that the means be· bad employed to em
barrass and enslave me, restored me to liberty. · 

In the letter which announced my determination to give· up the 
employ, I thought proper to.omit statiag to Jlis Excelleocy Don R,O.; 
drigo the reasons that led me to this step,. Had that nobleman been 
apprised of the disagreeable circumstaooes in. which I wu. plau:ed, 
he would, I am confident, have done his utmost to remove them~ 
~t l deetMd-it beneath·· me .tc) remoos1nte~ seeing that while t~: 
D)an ~eined .1 was.to be eoasidered as serring tbe Prince's &erV'allt 
amd .c:aot tbe .Prince.. A condition 10 degrading mu8t:ever deter'an,.; 
£pgliabmaQ froJD. ·Uildertak.ilig to execute. tlier excellent and en~ 
ligbtetleci pW:oa which: His Royal Highness's·atioisten have projeciedi 
f0r.impf9vilag:the 8fPiculture of.Santa·Cmzr·for who .would labmit'. 
t9. ~ dictabls'of;an. underliog, t~rheee B1TOg&Oce ·abd· obstinacy are' 
cotOotJ~•dly interrupting aod frustrating thoee plam? · 
. ~On Pl1 r.etum to Rio de Janeite., the PrinCe ·sent for me, and cte-· 

air.ed me again and apia to retum to Santa Ouz ; I contented my~· 
self l9:ith a ai .. ple excWie; , for tbat ·was not a· time, ·nor ·was l in a 
~e to~nwr into aplaaation~ •. It js well bowo; .that a system 
of intrigue prevails near His Royal Highness's ·penon, which . often:·•. 
~~ds. to· .counta'ae_t ·repreaentatioDS on mattetti of·the greatest iiQ• 
pPt1aoce.. . .. . . ; . 
. ~ . , ... ·, . • : . l • • 
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gaME tiDJe after._my Jl't.ul'D; irmu . Santa Cru~· a .circndtauoe .et' 
,. . .. a .. si~gqJar nat-.re to9k. place~ ~hidt oeealioned ·~ to; undertake: 

a journey; .to. a · . ~trict called Ca.ota Gallo,: distnt •bout iOtty·· 
le&gttr.s ... from the capiaJ,,,and one,pf the .. Jafbt. ·dileovered· in tbie 
part of .~ra-1, .... 'fwq ~•u .. roport:W. ·t~~ they · had· theie·. found .. a 
~ine Qf tJil,er.., Md bmught:t.D :tbe.miat:a. quaatity of·:earthy tuatter· 

· r.eduoe~.: .t9 .pu•.der" -ff(;MD .. ~i£11 .1fae .smelted·a.amall iogot::t»f ·that· 
metaL This .report,.beiMg officially: laid beilte H~ Esee.lleney. ·~ · 
Rodrigo. ~ ~~.st'ftaitedt to 80 to Ca.nta·.Gallo and' investi8ate the busi~ 
Dt;IS : ~n .. the ·~t, the :tlfQ. IJlQn beiog: Ordered.· Co .. ~t.:m8·~~ 
Befo"-: 1 ~ to . re)atoithc,, teauk of: my·;inquiry;: liiJluill b~y 
descriY.e .. wha....,v., .,J. .~zyed · 'V ... thy:of 110te .ia the OOlll'Je.·.er· the:: . . . 
~IJ.aeY• .·~ ·· · ~ · . ~. . ·'~I :'• ·. ·. :.· .. : . . . . : ·~ ,,,. _.·, '· • · " ·. •. i · .. ... . ; .,, ""·. 

)~\ejpg.:.pf()vided· , .W:ith :a.:p•port,. &ad;~ a sbtcll.t"the· roa~ 
. taken from a MS. ~ap in the archives, I departed · from Rio oo Jbe .. 
lOth of April 1809, accompanied by Dr. Gardner, the gentleiiNl' 
already mentioned as lecturer on chemistry at the coli~ of St. Jo&.
quim. Having to pass to the bottom of the harbourt towards· the 
north, we embarked io .a . small . vessel, and being favoured with a 
strong sea bree.~e, .rao down to the eotrance of the fiae river Mac
cacu, wbicn we reached after a five hours' .sail. The wind thea 
dying, our boatmen took to their oan, and proceeding up the river we 
reached a house called Villa Nova, where aumben of mark~t-boats 
for Rio were . waiting for the 1~!-od~wind and the tum of the tide • 
. After taking some refreshment here, we rowed onward until the rirer 
became so nai'I'Ow that the veuel. frequen~y tOuched . the bank oa 
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each side, and the men were obliged to push her along with poles~ 
At day-break we reached Porto dos Caxhes, a place of great resort 
fron1 the interior, being the station where the mules discharge their 
loads of produce from the many plantations in the neighbourhood. 
The town consists of severai poor houses, and of stores where goods 
are deposited for embat~tinn~ The stratum hereabouts is primitive 
granite, covered with fine strong clay. Leaving this place, we pro
·~ :for &Mne dilt&itce tmd ~arite to a lar~ swamp1 w1kh \t~ 
~Yi~tett itl a ~Doe, With very· tittle· diffiCulty, aod shortlY after:. 
"ms ·~rmrect ·at ;the ntlage af Muccaca. lt staads on· a -~all 
~nence ··(8 tile. midllt : of a ·fine plaiD, wateHd by a CODSiderabht 
.c:~; oYet*Hieh th.e~ al'e:two ~ bri .... Though almost ·a~ 
tire ·ba• df the· chain of mountains that ·forma : ~ i»arrier along the 
~t, tile. t\~igbbGUt"b()dd dords &Ome. fine situations; the: land in 
geheral ~siets· !X a sttrihg ~lily, bat ap~rs: m~ worn out. The 
eottimahder. :Cotdnel' J~, .to: •oom I introdtlced inyaelf, gay~ me a 
very; pdDte r~ptibn;·as:ttid ~the brethren ofthe·oonvent, to whom 
l:~d a visit., I passed the oi~l at ihe 'bouse of the Escrivano, ·a 
..-Orihy ~htlertum, whOle OO&pitality I·still rememhel 'with ·peculiar 
gratitude, because it seemed to proceed, not from a cold sen~ .. of 
d\lty~· bUt'frolir the ilnpUtse of a ~nil and ~oerous. heart. · 

:On ·the following day, beiug aiecommodated by the ·colonel. w.itl a 
lcwae·aad. guide. I proeeeded alhng tlae winding. babka of the river, 
1\'hieb in ltiQy. plllcet presewt IDOSt beaotifel Viewit. Here "'~·mote 
~ltiva~ land tb.n I expected to ·see; but the, Bupr•plantatiOaa. 
itnd~ in ~neral~ the low pa8ture-groul!lds, .are: quite neglected. W• 
~ several fia.rms belongio·g to convents, which, from ·their appa.. 
mit cbndition, andj the- aeeourits we reeeived, do little. mbre tbaQ 
maint2lin the negroes and .incumbents;upou them. There was rarely 
a inilcb C<Jw t0. be met with: .pigs and poultry were equally ecarce. 
The popula\tion of these· fiae valleys is_ deplorably thin. and 'poor~ 
t!iere was· a general sickliness· in the l'ooka; of the women and childwQ 
we met with, which mi.y ~ imputed to ~heir milemble diet ancl 
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·inactive life. · I ought to state that. the n1a~~ers of _the people here 
are mild and gentle; we were e.very where treated ·with civility, and 
aU our enquiries were· answered· with the most. fJi.endly marks of 
respect and attention. . · · 
· The air, as we drew nearer the mountains, .was · fresh and indeed 
cold. Towards ev~ning we arrived at a fann belonging to a con ... 
vent of nuns in Rio de Janeiro, where we were kindly accommodated 
for the . night. This place is most agreeably situated, and might, 
upder skilful and in~ustrious management, be rendered a paradise. 
It bas· excellent c1ay ; fine timber; a gOOd fall of water, which 

. forms a beautiful rivulet, and runs into a ·nav~gable river· within one 
hundred yards of the bouse; a fine extent of arable land, and· a still 
finer of . pasture, which peculiarly qua~ifies · i~ for dairy farming.. It 
is· distant ~nly one day,s journey from Port Caxbes, .whence ihere is 
a ~vigable communjcaii'!n with the metropolis. · What a ~ene for 
an enterprising agriculturist! At ·preserit all is neglected: · the'house,. 
the out~btiildings, and other convenie~ces . are in a. ~tate of decay~ 

• ana the people who manage the land'appear, in . common with the 
animals tbat feed upon it, to be ~If faq~ished~ . 
. The next morning: we proeeeded eastward, and crossing the stl'tlam, 
which was at l~t sixty yards broad and fuJI three feet deep~ rode 
.loug the farther margin, 'which is .rather. 'more elevated, and pre
sents a view of ·some fine plains, stretching from the,nce to the base. 
of· the' · mountains. Journeying _in that direction we reached the 
une plantation of Captain Ferrera, who received us very politely, 
·aaa·sbewed us.every attention. This place; bounded by the alpine 
fidge behind it, is the extreme ~int to which the river Maecacu is 
navigable. It is six or seven leagues from the village of that name. 

. The estate · maintains abOut one hundred negroes; who are chiefty 
-employed in raising sugar, cotton, and coffee;. but. to m~ the situa
. tion appeared much better calculated for growing grain am] feeding 
·~ttle, · as the weather is at times cold, the evenings are fre- . 
·;qtJendy attended with heavy dews, and owing to the proximity of 

Q 
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the mountains, here. are• frequent rains; actx~mpanied . by thunder 
and lightning. N ambers of fine springs burst forth fmm variot.M 
·parta of the biDs, and· form rirulets with falls, which, as here is 
plenty of fine timber, afford every means for working machinery~ 
The owner Jives ia opuJeilce, and is so humane and liberal to his 
people, that thej' seem to revere bim as a father. We were much 
pleased with the air of domettic oomfort:l and contented industry, 
wbieh we observed . among them on visiting their dwellings in the 
evening. Some of the ne~o.chlldren were .at pla.y ; others of IBOt'e 

adva11ced age were llSsiating the women te pick ootton ; and the men 
were scraping and preparing mandieca. . Their ch~ulness was not 
at all interrupted by our approach·, ·~r did they betray any uoea&J 
feeling of coOBtraint in the presenc:e of their superiors. In lieu of 
£and1es, which are seldom to be met with hUt in the capital) they 
burn oil, extracted from the beaD of .. tbe palm~ ·or from a emall spe
cies, of ground .. nut,. here czaJled meni.. 

About noon, ou the· following day~ bories being provided, and ·a. 
10ldier appointed for our guide, we left. the faaenda, acCQmpanied 
by its hospitable owner, Captai'a .J'eiTtra; who condueted ·us · half- a 
league. on our way-.. The riftJI",. aiOrrg which we pa8sed ·in an e81terly 
direct~, bunts' through vat illalles of rock With great bee, .an.t 

. in some parts fOrms eooaiderable falls. The Captain, ere we parted, 
Jed me to a· water-course. in :which were found pieoes of grauite 
covered with manganese in a botryoidal form. .After crcJ~Sing tl.e 
river twi~1 we arrived at what is cailed the. firat regis~, or aearoh
ing..houae. distant about tw'o miles from the fazenda. This statioa 
is gnarded by · a corporal and a .private. soldier, who are charged 
with tbe re~i pt of Tarious to1ls, and are empowered to search ·paa
etogers. io order to prevent tbe · ·smuggling of gold-dost. After 
shewing my pusport, I took leave of Captain Ferrera, wh4) made 
·me promise to pay him a longer visit on my return. 
. We had been wamed of the badness of the roads, and were by 
no meall8 agreeably deceived in them, tOr we were nearly fou.r houn 
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In going the ne:st·sUc miles. 'At the ·close ·of., .day, ·after a laborious 
and dangerous passage through abrupt ravines,-,and along the sides 
&f ·steep· hills, our guide atmeonced that ·We· were in sight of the 
seeood register, where it was propoeedthat ·we-should pass the night. 
On amving w,e found it a DIO&t :miserable ·pJaee, illDabited by five or 
six· soldiers ·under die oomraand · of- a seljeant. This good man gave 
~·a hearty :wel~ome, and with· the as8istanee of bis: oomrades,.cooked 
us ·a supper· of fowls,. ·and regaled. us with .whateTer else their .scanty 
Ste>re afforded. We were oot without music to our repas~ for the 
hoti'Se.is 1 built oo the.edge of.a roaring)torreat; which, bunting through 
a ravine, bas whshed away every thing except some huge. masses 
Of rcXlk. A bit of ground, about- ·tm yards square, is all the garden 
these poor people -have, · and eve~. this · is ·much · neglected, .for the 
~ards here ·are so ·often changed, that .no one .thinks .of adding .to 
the comforts ·and . conTeniences of an abode,- which others are to 
enjoy·. 
. At day-break,. we .found that our mules had strayed into a wood 
adjoining; but ·as the ·road was stopped, we were ·under no apprehen
sion oflosing them, for the thickets on each side were imper9ious. 
This occurrence gave me an opportunity of seeing ·more of .these 
remote regions, and certainly the .imagination of Salvator Rosa him
self never pictured so rude a solitude. ·On one side rose the great 
barrier ·of mountains, which we had yet to cross, covered to their 
summits with trees and unClerwood, without the smallest trace of 

" culti¥ation; on the other Jay thetbroken country, between this ridge 
and the plain, presenting the same wild features of sylvan scenery. 

· The miserable but, at which .we lodged, partook .of the savage cha
racter of the neighbourhood, and seemed formed for the abode .of 
men cut off from. all intercourse with their fellows. On our return we 
were provided with a breakfast of coifee and eggs ;· as to milk, there 
was no possi~ility of procuring any; a cow would have· been considered 
here as an incumbrance, nor wouJd .any one of the six idle soldiers 
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have given himself the trouble of milking her, though they all had 
been dying of hunger. · · 

On resuming" our journey, ·we entered on a road still ·more steep 
and ·rugged than that which we had passed. ·we were often obliged 
to dismount and lead our mules up almost perpendicular pas5es, and 
'long fearful declivities~ I~ some places, the thick foliage· of the 
jrees~ ·and that of the underwood, which grew higher than our heads; 

' . sheltered us from the sun, and indeed scarcely admitted the light •. 
Not a .bird !did we see, ·nor the trace of any living thing, except 
SOme Wild hOgs. I 1 'v e passed SeVeral bare granite rOckS Of Q gneiSS!-: 
like formation. · :, · 

· In journejing ·io the next s~lon, we observed nothing wortb.J of 
note except a small "saw-miU, "wbrked by an" overshot wh~l, of very
clumsy construction .. The f-:ame, which contains a single· saw o~ 
,·ery thick· iron, · inovei in· a perpendicUlar direction ; at every 
stroke, a boy brings the timber up, by pulling a cord at~ched to. a 
crank that · ri1oves the 'cylinder on · which it rests. How ·readily, 
though~ I, would the meanest Russian peasant improve this machine r. 

We p~eeded on our way up· an ascent so precipitous, that 
we were obliged to walk ~ore than ride; after two hours toiling 
along the side of &: granite mountain, in which we observed some. 
beds of fine clay," we reached the summit, from whence we saw. the 
bay of Rio de Janeiro, the su~r-loaf mountain, and the city itself,· 
to. all app~arance not· more than four or five leagues distant from us, 
though, in reality, more than twenty. At this elevation, which \Ve. 

may state to be ·at four or five thousand feet ·above the level of the 
sea, the air was sharp and keen ; the thermomf'ter stood at 58°. Con
tinuing in a north-easterly direction, we passed two poor solitary: 
farms, and entered upon a · range · of scenery tremendously grand, 
composed of bare· ~brupt conical 1ilountains, with immense .water
falls in every direction. At the close of d"ay, we arrive~ at a farm .. 
house, called Fazenda do Moro Quemado, the manager of which. 
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received us hespitably, and accommodated·ua ·for the night. The 
weather was so cold~ that a. double supply · of bed-clothes scarcely· 
produced sufficient warmth; in the ~orning the thermometer was 
at 48' Fahrenheit. After the heavy dew cleared away; we took a 
view of the grounds; in company with. the manager ; they ap
peared wvJI-auited for ' a · gruing-farmt but the temperature of tho. 
atmosphere is too severe for growing the oommon produce of tbe 
·country; particularlycotton,coffeeand bananas, which are frequently 
blaste~l. I was informed that some wheat bas been grown hen;.. 
though the people are quite unacquainted with the European me;, 
thdd.of.farming.· Indian ·com, for the feed of h~, i' the · staple 
article. This plantation is infest~d by ounces, which at .times prey. 
upon young cattle; the manager, who is a great huuter, keeps 
dogs, though of a poor race, for the express purpose of destroyin1 
them, which is· thus practised:-When the carease of a worried ani-. 
mal has been found, or when an · ounce baa been seen . prowling 
about, the news is soon proclaimed .amoog tbe neighbOurs, two or 
three of whom take fire arms loaded ~tb heavy slugs, and go out 
with the dogs in quest of the animal, _who generally lurk~ in some 
thicket, near the carcue he bas killed, and lea yes so strong ·a scent,. 
that the dogs soon find. When disturbed he retreats to his den,- if 

·he bas-one, . the· dogs never attempting to fa~ten on him,. or even to 
face him, but, on the· contrary, endeavouring to get out of his way; 
which is not difficult, as the ounce is heavy an~ slow of motion. 
If he ca,·es, the aport is at an end, aud the hunters m•ke up th~ 
entranre; but; he more commonly has recourse to a· Jarge tree, 
which he climbs with. great facility ; here his fate is gcneraiJy de
cided, for the huoters get near enough to take a steady aim, and 
seldom fail to bring him down, one of them re~rving his fire to dis
patch him, if required, after he. has fallen. It generally happens, 
that one or two of the dogs ~re · killed in coming too near, for even 
in his dying struggles, a single stroke of his paw proves mortal. 

. The skin is carried home . as a trophy, and the neighbours meet 
and ooogratulate eaeh othet OP·· the occatioo. · 
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This.flirm; in the, bands m-.&n 6Jiperieoeed and skilf81 agricUlturist, 

mrgbt ;be mailaged·IO ae to.•produce amazing returns. Its soil is wet, 
Mla·pted,to:dJe·grow.tll, not ooJ1 of1Indian corny but ofwhoat, barley,
potatoe&, ~~ ·~nd it is so well irrigated, by numerous ·mountain 
streams, ·that ·the ·pastures are always luxt.i~nt. Here. are line 
falls ~ lva4iet.,•ad ·abundahce of excellent .timber, 3o Umt' COI'Jl.:miiJ~ 
might be erected at :little more expeoce than wilat woaid al'iie from 
(be·~ase-r miJlo.stODe& •. ··Connected· with the OllD'fi :fanu·~,. 
lbis estahlisbment !migbt·be· rendered one of the most complete ·ana 
ad¥antage<JM•.in ;}lrclrtJil.• . · ; · · ; · • · · · . · : 

· : ·neavlng M91'0 ·Quemado ·at DOOn, and rde&cending a.· :tlie other 
side ;of 'the :ridge;·~ tnwntains, ·we ·passed through an 1uriequahhiet, 
fGi'ttiOO . of· hills .and raviries. Ou:ward the land ·appeared 'finer, and 
cbe · tirirbel' •of ·-a<su~rior .growth, but there were kw . cultivated 
spm&t ·and not many ··houses. The firSt :exteusi\'e fltzenda. we 
teaehed ,was that of. Maauel .lose Pereira,. a· native of the · Az!ores, 
•ho managed his agricultmal .~ms· much better than .the other 

· fttnners whom we visited. We were shewn a :large field of .Indian· 
eorn, ready for cutting; ·the ·quantity that had been sown was about 
eleven fimegas, or bU'Ibels; :and·the produce .w.as·estimated at Dfteen 
hundred · bushels, about one.huncbed and fifty for one. This· was .an· 
ordinary crop; ·in·good y.ears the har.vest yields two hundred for·one. · 
The com.,- as •before stated, is ·chie6y consumed in .the fattening of 
pigs; the· quantity requisite for this 'purpose is s~ or seven· bushels 
~ch,: llnd-th«1 tittle, •ten ·or.twelve· weeks. The curing of bacon is 
petfortned · by en tting all the lean from the ilitdlet, t~nd sprinkling 
them ·with·a .very ·Uttle :salt. Thi• food has the ~uliar eft"ect of 
~ving greater sOlidity to the fat, which of itself ia .not·liable to pu· 
trefaction. · : 

Though ihe owQet of this farm has occupied it not more than five 
yeal'S, ·and . bas . h'ad only the assistance of his two ·sons, and six 
negroes, he ha~ brought it into a very fair atate of cultivation. In 
his ~offee plantation we. observed .five thoul&nd trees in fuJI bearing, 
and the rest of his grouadtt· were in .an equally prosperOus coodition • 

• 
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His expeoces, indeed, are light, and the only difficulties he has had 
to contend with, have been the bad roads, which are now much 
amended, The example of this mao, it is to be hoped, will stimu
late the emulation of his ~gh~rs ; for it has fully shewn the 
unbounded liberality with which nature here crowns the labours of 
the agriculturist. 

On our way hence td· the place of our. destination, we passed 
through some forests of fine full-grown trees ; one · which had fallen, 
I had the curiosity to measure ; it was full seventy-six inches iu dit
meter,. at the. thick end, and· abo•e twenty-me yaFds in· length. 
Such a pieee. of timber I had never before seen. Within abOut 
three miles from Caota Gallo, we arrived at an excellent hl.rm be-

- longing to the Senbor Teoente, or t~nrer . of the district, wlio 
~reated us very hoetpitably, aDd invited us· to ·visit .him on uur Ye&Um. 

.Onr reception at Cauta Gallo was laighly gratifying ; the· Go•eroor, 
-and all the principal inhabitants,Gveljoyed-to·iee- Englishmen ifrtt.ese 
remote parq, treated us with ~at ~iality and 'fricnutsbip·; ·a m. 
ner was provided, . at which they testified ·to· Ul the great respect 
they en~rtaioed for oor nation, as •iag ;the! great a.Uy of a· Prince 
whom they addred. . . · · . · : ~ · , ! · · • . . · · 
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CHAP~ IX. 

Description of Cant a Gallo.- Of the Gold-UJashing of Santa Rila. 
:-.A.~nt of the suppoaed Silver-Mimt.= , · ... ! 

• ! ~ ' I • : 

c~NTA GALLO, though so near the seat of government, . Wa& 

. . not known: until a~ut twenty ye~ts. ago .. It is situated in the 
Ulids~ of. :a line well-:woPded coun.try .. abounding in springs, e.nd. in:. 
.tersected by .nan-ow v~lleys .and ra_vines. The bottoms. of ·some· of 
tP~ ravipes fQnn(rly e<>nt.ained gold, which was . accide~ta11y: dis
cowered by .wm~ gtimpelPt .• fr()IJl M.lnas .Geraes, in . tbe course of 
theit searc~ about·tbe .gre,at river_ Parail>a, .and the Ri~ Pumba. 
The. richness of these beds of.gold. and th~ . fertility of. t~e circum~ 
jacegt ~untry, attractec:l numbers .. of adventurers, .who.pl~ced thein~ 
~~~ea. under the· ~irectiQn: .of. an. able chieftain, .nained · Mao . de. 
Luva, on ~count of h¥Jbaviog lost . one .. hand, aod .his.weari~g a 
stuffed glove in its place. 'I'he !)and ~toon amounted to.. t~o. or three 
hundred persons, who washed every part in the neighbourhOOd 
wort~ washing, before th~y were_ di~overed. Being very d.etermined 
men, they lived free. of control, and bade defiance to ~he laws. It 
was not until about three years after their first settlement, th~t. th~ 
existing government was apprised of them ; . when, alarme~ at the 
report oftheir.nnmbers, which was doubtless exaggerated, they serit 
out spies to discover their ren.dezvous. ':fbis, after much time 'and 
great difficulty, was effected..; the spies, in wandering through the 
solitary .woods and fastn~~ in the neighbourhood, were attracted 

· ·· • A name gimi to thole penotlt who go about the country seekiag·gold-wubiags, aad 
do not giYe notice, or eolicit a graot when they diacoYCII' any.. 'l'beJ arc considered ucl 
treated as smuglm. · 
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toward the place, by the crowing.of a cock:- hence the name of 
Canta Gallo, which was.subsequently given to it. They introduced 
themselves as smugglers, who. wished to belong to the fraternity, arid 
after living there some time, fouud means to give information ·to 

government, at Rio de Janeiro, wbo issued proclamations, offering 
pardon if the whole body would surrender. This measure was inef. 
fectual ; the grimperos . were well provided with fire-arms, and .de· 
termined to defend themselves· as long as any.gold could be found. 
In a year or two afterwards, the washings began to. fail, and thus 
the great bond of interest which united them being loosened, some 
deserted the place, and the rest. became less vigilant in taking mea· 
au res for their defence~ The ~vernment . seized this favourable 
opportunity of. reducing them ; a considerable force was assembled 
in the vicinity, with orders to make an· attack ·at· a certain fixed day, 
which waa.known to be celebrated by the grimperos .as ·a.festival in 
llonour of some saint. At the expected time, while they ·were en. 
gaged . at a great banqueting, and too much occupied with their 
wine tP tbiuk of their arins, which bad been laid· aside, (the flints 
having been -secretly taken out,) about a liundred soldiers rushed 
in among them ; ·those who were sober enough ftew to their arms, ·ex• 
claiming, "We .are sold f .we are betrayed I treason I treason!'' The 
contest was short; · the soldiers seized the ringleaders, who were either 
eent to Africa,. or imprisoned for life; of the rest., soine were taken 
prisoners, others fled,. but were pursued for years a&rwards, and a 
few fell in the attack. 

The Government, having thus become maaters of this territory, and 
imagining it to be aa rich in gold as when the grimperos first settled 
there, issued many injqdicious regulations, oppresaed the natives 
beyond example, built registers in various parts, to prevent contra .. 
bind, and filled the whole neighbourhood with guarda. The nome .. 
l'ous settlers, whom the supposed richness of the place afterwards 

. attra~t,ed, soon found that the cream bad been skimmed by the 
,mugglen, and by degrees_ turned th~ir attention to agriculture, a 

. . 
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less precarious subsistence than mining. So little gold is at·preaeot 
found, that _His. Highness's fifth scarcely pays the oftiC81'8 and 801 .. 
diers appointed to receive it: .There .are some situations alike ra:. 
vourable to mining a11d farming; With ·a imall capital, a man may 
here turn both pursuits. tG. accc)uot, if he can bring himeelf. to con
form to the eultome of the plaee. The land· is strong and good ; ita 

' various inequalities preaent spot&· adapted to tbe grc)wtb of. *I most 
every deteription of. pmdu~ Iri the valleys, ana· oil the aides of 
the mountains, the aoilt io.IOtne parts, eonlisb· .of-·strong· clay, but 
more generaJiy of a a .. , ·rich, ·vegetable mould; :The. rock, or solid 
stratum, ·which appears at- various. depths below it,. · is' pnite, com
poled- of.feld..:spar, .hordblende-,·'qaartZ, 'mica, and freqbeni'ly gar• 
bets·.. . When ·found in . a decomposing state, it is d~nomltJat~ 
piztJr,a • . No metallic .substances,- except gold and· oxidet of iron, 
appear·~ . the former~ which is faun d. io the inte.jacent bed of cas:: 
calhio, exjstS' only' in pals' j' l·~amined a considerable quantity, 
but' could not' !t\iscover:a ·single !pliJ'ticle ·iri ·8 crystallised state. . . 
· · The country· appears to be veij poorly stocked with cattle; no 
cows are. kept for . milking, nor. is~ any attentiQo here paid to ; the 
·productiGn ~ an article of diet, -110· eseentiat to the au~· of' a 
p<)o'r f8hrilyl;:; a few. ·goats! 4re:. k~pt, -and the ·only milk uRd ii ·that 
which ·they 'Yield. ·. The .oOmmdn :-b.»d ·of the inhabitant& ·is as fill .. 
·lows ~-for breakfut, a kind of kidney beans. eplled feijon~, boiled, 
anti afterwards:. mixed with thedipur of l'Ddian com ;· -for·diDner, 
feijones boiled with a little fat pork and some. cabbage 'Jeavei,· and 
a sort .of pudding, made· by pouring the water from the pork oo a 
plate -of tlae farinha, ·which is eaten with the hand, and inucb 
reliihed ; · for ituppe,, some poor .. vegetables, also boiled up wilh fat 
Pork· ::Fowls; which are bred. here in ·great numbers, are generally 
cut ro piec~ . aud s~ewed for table. Wine is· rarely used, efen 
among the higher ranks, but here are fnJits in great abundance, p&l'

ticularly :bananas aad orange~ which form, a ·contiderable · part of 
the general dieL . : · 1 
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: Very.little.sugan.is!grbw:n·Arlele~: the ,priJ\tipal.articles·o£ prOduce 
lftnt: to tlJe:~pltal &l1e :eoriJ, ba~;·•fo""s, jaraoanda, or rose-wood, 
UJd ipecaeuaola. ln.~tiy.:partB·:Of the:nai~hOOurhood is found a 
tree,. the:bark . .-,whith h8.i been:&uc~fully used as a substftute for 
tbe.(tuinqdiba.of1Peruf.. •· ·;;;.;. -_.; ... , · .· ,: ... .. ·. ·· : · ' ·· · 
·:~· 4t.onc.of•hq &equent:e3:ci0f.lion81I ~took·in the ueighbOurhood of 
C"4m.taiG8llo,- previou.to· ·mf.:joume.t te·tbe :reputed sil~ .n1ine, I 
pbtained.soiBe: iii formation reipetting:tbe· .. J:tatf.Gv.ilized. abOrigines of 
the ditlrict. frOm • '~n: whOreb:lpiOytt himself: inl pnkuring i pecaeu
aohi,, and if$ a ·kii~ ~f .®i.ef am<mg them• They aide in the 'WOOds• 
in a moBt,.miBetable.toadi.tiCJn ;· their!~WeJliDg&t some of..which; 1'58WI, 
are fGnD.eil oihorigbs' of·~s;.~nt8o·~ tq.bold1 a' thatch or tiling of 
pallil-)eues ~!their beds :are made" m dry gra&B_. Having· little idea of 
plaD,\lD8: «*·tillage,· .t~ey :deperul, 'for.aobsiSleore almost entirely•on 
their b>n:and.llrro·wa,• and on· the roots and:Wi1Cl.£niits.which they 
eaaualy: tiaa 1. in: die 1toods• ·The · chief.-above-mentibned; brought 
about~ftfty; Qf:these·I.odiane·.to·:pay:me:a·1dsit,.wbich:was: not ·a little 
gratifying to mef as it· aftOrded '&ii dppOrtuaity. of :examining tbf.ir 
featuNS, anil~:of ·oonvei'Biug >with: the~ few:·among them·. who ·could 
speak :a .Jittl~ of the:.Bortuglifze.languase. /l11jecdreaa·of.· tbe inen 
consisted, of a ·. w:als.OOat and ~~:of drawers;·: that ~f the women, 
of a chemise: and petticoat, with -a ·handketchief tied .round th~ head', 
afretitlh fashicm.oEtie Portiag~eze·:femaJes .. ::.They. bOre the general 
clianictmiltics·:of theil':nLC~: the~ 'cl>pper.;,coldurett · skin~ - short. and 
·round :viltage:, biG)ad :nose, lank •black .~r" :and: regnhut itature, in· 
clining to the a~ort.iuid brdad .. aet.'. Being.cJesii'Qasi to 8ee a proof of 
their skill and precision in shooting, of which I had beard much, I 

plat:ed ~n. ~ra.nse ~t. thi~y . y_ar~s .. ~~sta~ce,. ~h~c~ ~as. p~~~~~d b.y an 
~rrow fro~ ~ve~y .on~ w~o. ~re,-, hts,l:>ow ~~ 1t •. J next po•l,l.~e~ ~ut • 
~an.a·.tree, about eigh~ ~ncbes iq~ circumference, at a distan~e .9f 
fotty.yards.;. not·a: 11ingJe arrow·mi&~eil iti aim; though they a11 shot 
at-an. elevated. range~ Interested by these proof§ of their archery," I 
went with some of them ihto. a wOOd to see . them' shoofat . birds ; 

' , . .. . 
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though there were . very . few, they discovered ·them far more· q.uickly· 
than I could; and, cautiously ereeping aloog until they·w~ within 
bow·shot, never. failed to bring down .their game. .Tile stillness and 
expedition . with .. which they- penetrated the thickets, :and J1881ed 
through the brush-wood, were truly surprising; nor coula ·any ;thing 
have afforded IH ·a more· satisfactOry idea of. their petuliar 'lfay of 
life. Their. bows are.·made .Gf the tough fibrous wood of the 'Iri; .si-r 
or seven feet- long,- ·and !Very stout·; their arroW& are fiiU six feet:long; 
aod near an inoh·inrdiatneter, pointed with a piece of cane ctit to a 
feather edge; or: w.ith: al bone; but .of late more 8-eqUentJy with iron. 
They: are. loathsome in . ·their perso•s; ·&lid in their habits but· one 
remove from the antilropophagi ; . mr. they will deYour al11Kl8t any. 
a11imal ·in the coarsest maun~, for instance, a bird unplucked,. Mlf~ 
roasted, .w~th .the entrails remaining• •. : They:are not of a .sby :« 
morose character, .but have a great aversion to labour, and 01naot be 
brought to· submit .toanj;reg.i)ar employment; ·.BareJyis :an .Indian· 
to be found serving as. a 'domestic, f?T working for hire, a~d'to this" 
circum&ta.Dce :ma)r, be, ascribed. the low state. of. agriculture. in th~ 
district ; ·for ;as· the farmenr; when they. begia: the · world,· have seldom 
funds sufficient.to·putchaae:nesroes at Rio,.tbeir'operatimis are.for• 
long time very oonfiaed, eod fre~tly languish for want. of. hands. 
:What ·benefits 'wou.hl 1Niiult to. the :state; and ,how: much would the 
general ca.ase: of humanity be 88rMd, if ~ae Ia diana •ere arilized 
aod domesticated t · · A 'tribe· ·f?~ idle and .uasettJed sa¥ages iwowd tie 
cooverted intO tuaeful . .and.· pttoductive .labourers ; ' the wh91e :face ·of 
the .district .would bdmpro¥ed; the: roads which .at present conn~ 

. . . . ··' .. : :; \ . . . . . . ~ : ' 
' ' 0 ~ r f ' ' <I I ' • ' ' ' ' ' • ' 0 ' 

·' ~ En: tliey: d~parted, i saw .an ins~nce o£ that ·dangerous excesa to · which the pae-
i1ons ol .;..vages ~re \lable when once exCited .J lor,, on presenting a: few bottles ~r 
liquor, tt.ere· ·was a gCJieraf. smk for th~m. ~d the. peiion; mm or woman, wltO fint 
obtained one, woald haTe· tbank ·the whole of: its .COW*ntl, had it not b~ forcibly ~- · 
away • . It.~·'"'Y. uosaf~ to si1~.tbem ardeutspiriu, lor when iqto:licated it ia uec:esaary to 

con6ne. the~~ If. pn:fereu~e is si~en ~0 ~~ ~~ • ~8t . a~ i~solen,t a~d u~~J ~ntil .theJ 
obtain the same marki o{ faTour. · · · · · · · · · · · 
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it with the capital would be cleared of the-thousand inconveniences 
which now encumber them, and new o001• would be opened for the 
more ex.peditious conveyance of its produce. 

During my stay at Canta Gallo I undertook ·1\ journey to ·the 
gold-washing at Santa Rita, distant about .five leagues, in a north
east direction. . After passing the uneven ·country in the immediate 
aeighbourhood of . the village, we ·arrived at the Rio Negro, a con-: 
siderable stream formed by many rivulets, which empties. itself-into 
the Paraiba; on aooasing itt, we enterecfupon a fine open oouritry. 
the· fertility. of which was evident from the luxuriant.grow·ih of .the 
tobacco and . other plants : , but. it· lay in a; state of almost total 
ueglect, and the . families thinly ~tered upon . it appeared in the· 
lowest .conditioo.of iodoleac~ and misery ... we: proceeded a league 
farther~ through a ·tract. entirely destitute of.Hiha-bitant&, and arrived 
about two in the :afternoon at Santa ·Rita~ · .The' ·propri~r of the 
w·orks received. us ·. very~ kindly, .. ~nd conductficl: ·us. through· ·them· 
~bile dinner .was preparing. . The · watihing il in . a. deep ravine, 
bounded at one end 'by an abrupt· hill; and open· at the' other to the: 
plain. ·The vegetable eartJi.appearetJ ·extremely; rich,· beiog. clothed 
with luxuriant verdure, and the hiUsoo each band.covered with trees: 
of all sizes. . Tbe "stratum of cascalh~, .which lies . wader a bed of 8oil 
tOur or five·ieet dee.p, is v.ery thin.81Kl uneven, heing.DQ where more 
than two feet-thick, and in many.· parts not inore: than. seven. or: eight· 
inches. The incumbent ioiJ.is removed!at great labour and· expenoe;· 
being dug out and carried away in bowls; and the cuca.Haio is 'COD

v-eyed with great care to .a convenient place for water, where it ia 
washed by the most eKpert among ~he miners. in a way similar to. 

. . 
~ i -was well i~f~. tha~ a few llundred po.-nda, judiciouslj ~mp~yed, would. de

fray the expencc of making a good road f~m Canta Gallo to Porto clos Cubes, which, 
loaded mules might traYel in two days • 
. t The ·mode. of croMins a riYer with horses or mula ill these pans, ·• to t~ 'ODC to 

the canoe, and clriYe him iDto the water J the rest follow. 
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._t 'f)~· at the mines of·Jaragua. The .proportion. of gold ·pro
duced'was moderate: I was infOrmed that it paid the ·master at the 
rate of from fourteen pence to· t~ 'shillings per day for each negro, 
which ·is· a krge profit. as ·the daily aobsistenre of on~ costs somewhat 
Jeie,.thao & peany. . . . 
· ·:rhe·sides·of the ravine towards the tpp'were he.re, and ofdiiferent · 
ahades of colbur; being tinged by the water ·whiCh Bows from. the Ye
getable:mattfir-above·: · iu the bottom, on the surface that was yet uri
l'()rked, lay ~me huge, half•rolUlded, amorphous masseL : lb the 
parts:tWhich·had been worked, I ob&erved two or three substances.df 
lhe·same:kiod, which being tOO large to be mo!ed, :the earth. which 
imbedded ·tDem. had been cut away, ~nd 'they·appeareo like detaehed 
nodules.;· 1 On breaking· a ~ent from one ·of them with my: ham-
81ef,,J.was·mucb·amrptised· to fiild it a calcareous subs~nce, a solid 
Jllass·ooJPpoeed of hexagonal crystals, with a small poition of brilliant 
er.rstals· of specular iron ore.- :J: presented this fragment to .the pro
prietor, informing him tlui.t itwaa Hmestolie, at ~hich he was truly 
astonished, having never before heard of stone lime • ; nor would be 
believe .me:until I proved it ·by calc~~atioo:. . The mountains,. as I 
afterwArds found, are of the same· substance.. . . . . . . 

· .As I Mood 'Observing the heavy operation of cutting .and carry~ 
away the surface to get.at the c8scalhi0, it occurred .to me that much 
time and labeur might be saved, by arching .the. woi'k. with brick·; 
btlt. on·suggatiDs ·tlG.idea, I was infi>rnied that .the sole· or bottom 
was quite-~t and subject ~ mach ·water. 

There· iareae«jn loM!ppoae ~bat the stratum of limeatoQe, below the 
eartla ·in the ·bettooi of the valley, is of very modem fhrmatiob, and 
that, if not too thick to cut through, there might be found, between 
it and the granite stratum underneath, a bed of cascalbio of· prior 
furmation, m\teh ri~her iri gold than the upper stratum~ . 

• The little lime wt.icb they uae h~ is made of ebdls, and is brought from Porto dos 
Cashes. ' 
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After haviJlg investigated these works, we took an excursioa of 
seven or eight miles, chiefly O\'er a rich plain abounding with· tbe 
fioe8t tim~r. On the margins of .the rivulets which we crossed9 I 
observed that' the. moss ·,vas incrusted,' somewhat like the tutfa at 
MatlOck; and, on more particular examination, I found a .stratum 
of tuWa in all the valley.s, a fe,v inches below the surface, wbibh, as I 
conjecture, must have proceeded. from' the dep99ition of calGa~us 
matter by the overftowings of ·the streams after heavy rains,• 1.'he 
hills even at this distance .were. composed of tlie same spany lime
atone as at the gold-wa~hing. It is :mucb to be :wisbed that the·va)ne 
of this material were duly ·appreciated at the capiial, wher~ .tbe •QOBt 
of the wood · used . in burning shells into lime eieceeds the plice ·at 
which lime brought.: from Sanq... Rita might• be delivered, if projlet 
roads were niade 'for .ita con~eyance ftom ·tbiB district to Porto.dos 
C'Alxhes. · Suc.h .an undertaking highly· deserves ·the attention of IJU. 
Highness's ministers; · tlie benefits likel; to · result '(rom it. are in¢~ 
culable, and ·the e~q)ence attending .Jt would be trifling ·; for in . no 
part ofthe 'globe· are roads' tl1ade so cheaply, or public works of·&ll1· 
kind done on .such moderate .terins, as iri Brazil. · 

This fine. but ·almost unio'habite.d idistrict prod aces spoataneousl,-. 
many valuable:articles of r,ommerce: whioh ·run ta ·waste .. for want· ot: 
hands to cultivate and gather them. Here·isfound thttt celebraW 
variety of the palm·t~, ·the long, serrated, lancet...formed leaves of 
which are comj>osed ·of innumerable .fibres, that. rival -'silk bbth i.i 
4nenes8 and strength~ · f. bOught some fishing-lines made .of. theliJ 
for a mere trifle'; and I have no douln that, if proper mean& ·wem 
employed to propagate the growth of the trees,. this valuable sub
stance might be. produced in as great plenty, and at as cheap a-rate, 
as flax is in England. · I laid before His Highnese's ministers a pro
ject for using it as 'a substitl'lte tor that article 'in· tlae .manufacture of 
fine cordage, and I shewed by experiment that it ·was fully adequate 
to the purpose. 

Digitized byGoogle 



( 1!8' ) 

We remained .two days at Santa Rita and Its Ticinitj', and OD the 
third~ set out on our return, taking the same route by which we came. 
In some parts we obsenred numerous ftocks of birds, particularly 
parrots, and .a few fine witd ... hens of the woOd~ and 'these were the 
only objects that engaged our attention. · We reached Canta Gallo 
without having met with any monstrous serpents, or ahy otller un
common sights which' travellers usually . see or laney ·in a ·strange 
country. . · · · 
: After a few days' rest, 'I set out, actompanied by a guide,· to t~ 
supposed silver:..mine, notice tiaving previously been. sent to the men 
to prepare them for my coming. We traveDed for about iwo miles 
through a deep valley, and' arrived at a rapid st~am caned Macica, 
which runs between two ~1most perpendiculiir: mountains df'very in. 
considerable height~ along·one· 6t w~h ~e ··road leads fot aboUt a 
mile and a half. Having passed this gloomy'and dangerous. ravine, 
we proceeded half a league farther, aDd halted .at a· nett farm ... home 
called Machada; itith a pd~on' of' gOOd a.il'd· well-cultiYated land 
around it, which looked Uie 'a garden' in ~- 1Vifderness·. : The owner, 
a native of the Azore5~. reeeivoo· us very politely; and introduced lis 
to his lady, who, 'with her olooming fa~y of daughter~, was engaged 
in needle-work on materials of their own spinning. ·The' neatnesS ·of 
their dress, and tile general air of propriety. and comfort hi' the apart~ 
ment where they sat, strongly reminded me of my country ; and 
when they regaled us' with 'liquor made from the fruits of their own 
farm, the image of our domestic acenes in rural life was complete·:· I 
could :almost .have fancied myself transported from the rugged iV~lds 
of Brazil to the· smiling va,Jes of England. . · : ·' · 

We left this peaceful ~bode; and, advancing for iix miles through 
thickets and forests, and over some plain· ]and, we reached ·a· farm 
ealled St. Antonio, belonging to a widow named Dona Ana, who ia 
Qoted throughout the country for making exceJlent butter arid cheese. 
'f~e dw~Uing·· is of two stories, and neat, bttt very inconvenient. The 

. ' ·9' 
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good' lady gave me a· hearty repast. of' milk, and ·we entered into 
some conversation·: respecting her dairy, in which I learned that' she 
knew DO other· mode of making butter than that of ·agitati~g the 
cream ~ a jar or bottle ; and her notion& of cheese ... makiug were 
ap1aJly. defective~ lu .looking about the grounds for an hour, whil~ 
eur·_.mules.reated, I .noticed: an ex.ceDent fence, formed by planting 
.- strong thorny shrub, that seemed of very rapid and lux..uriaut 
growth. The few cows that were gruing in the inclosures . ap. 
peared to be of a su.pe~ breed, but .were not man~ with either 
methOd or foresight. The prin~ipal produce of the farm is Indian 
.oor~ and a little' cbeeae; tbe latter is only made occasionally, when 
there .bappeos l:o. be a sufficient supply of milk for tbe purpc>zre.-

We '!ere here abe\ul vu.iOua samples of. earthy matter, wrapped 
very c•refully in paper, and ~ed with ·great secrecy, under the 
names of p)atiaa; tilVer,.&c. .'l;'beyproved to be. merely awall crys. 
~ of·briUiat~t iron ore, ~nd py~. · 
. , Proceed jog .a . lea~ over: a fine ·cQuntry, we reached the . Rio 
Grande, .a stream ae. large ~ the Derwent at .Derby, which: we 
crotSed in · a ·canoe, oqr .·mttles swimming after us aa usual. ·We 
~ tJeVetal gro.u~· of Aborigines, .aad occasionally saw many. of 
their. hut$ and. places ofabode. The road now led aloug the bases 
of some huge bold mountajns of granite, from whole summits rushed 
fine easc.ades of water. The low ground was intempened with frag
IQ¢~ta of the same rpck, lying in heaps in every ~irection. In many 
places :the ·grass was so tall that _it reached above the skirtS of my. 
saddle, and, tbe weather being wet, rendered me· very uncomfort .. 
able. After a laborious, and latterly a slow progress, we arrived. by 
suo...aet at the house. of Father Thomas de NOll& Senhora da Con. 
cePfio, who...kindly accommodated us for the night. 

The bouae was new, and neatly built, containing only four rooms, 
with boarded ftoom ; a convenience very rarely to be met with in 
~bese parts. It is ~bsolutely encircled with. fine s~reams, abounding 
with lVater-falls, which render · the .roads to it at all times indifferent, 

I 
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and .'in wet weather ahDoat.impupbl~. The· fatber, atl i.ittelligtmt 
and industriouS: man,. informed me· that he took . up that )and about 
four years since, that he had only .one.negro, and had ao. fuude 
wherewith to carrj on his undertaking, except seven -or·.eight pounds 
per annum, which he gained.by.his profession .as a·clergy:m-.~;;· tl;lil 
he expended in hiring those who chose to work. He ihewed,me·:bil 
garden, which was fuU.offioe coifee-trees,.and-was k~pt in tiJe,neaa;. 
est order; his fields :were :cov:ered :witb Indian .com:' lai li\t&6to.c~ 
consisted .of a good milch .oow, a.riumber: of pi&'f, and one mule.- .Oq 
asking him how he disposed .Qf.hi~·priJduce, ·h~ tol~· me•.that ·de&let;~ · 
came .a.-.d purchasm· it on 'the 8pot. The whole of the: sezmaria,. or. 
plan1.atio~, with' the stock u~a.i~'be valued atfouJtliund~ pounda 
stetl~ng, .and said that, h6 had ·no. doubt he :could .obtain that price· for 
it. . These .w,ere dear data for ca1culati1Jg the .poi~ of farmiog,wllea 
m~naged w~h .Prudence aad in~u.str.r·. .Here is a m&B who; having 
begun wi~h littl~ or. nothing, finds. .himaelf, at' the end of fonr ye&l'St 

wQ.i:tb .. four :~qlod~ed po~nds; :a .. &Rug indepeodency.-iq these parts, · 
and .not mor~ .than _his exertions and pe~veranoo deserrecl. ·Fatbet 
Th?ma~ livedm~ comf~tably tban auy. ·person· I ·bad hitbertG·met 
wi~b in. the dis~rict: . he was .ecopomiQaJ, but not p$r&illlonious ; Jiberlll 
in ·:his ·~.ntiolents, tfankand. communicative in :bis·convereation, and 

I. • ~· ' h' . . • I • 
~ 1te 1n, ts. manl}ell. . · . . .... .. :.. . ... . . ...... ,.. _, .... ·" , . 

. He~: I was m~t by the di&coverer&·ofthe·repnted silver4i~who 
caine to condu~ me ·to it. ; .w~.set.out'on fOOt, : ud, aft4r.waJkiog 
abOut Rix miles ov.e~ mountains impassable for mules~ fording ri~ulets. 
and pasaing thickets that left me scarcely a siilgle arti~e of dress uo. 
tom, we arrived at .the miserable hut of : these poor 1080 i : a. perfect 
co~trast to the neat dm:Jiing of. Father Thomas. Never in.·m.;, 
life was I so exhausted .by fatigue.; .I lay down, uQable to ,p any 
further, and . res~d -' for about an ~!our, . when, being. somewhat re- ·. 
covered, I. accomP.tnied .the men,. along~ the: edge of a -belutif(al .. , 
stream, to the .foot of. the mou~tain, where they ibe\Ved 'Die a hole.· 
whicl1 they bad dug, about two feet deep, and infonned ·me that the 

...... 
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sand 'it eontaiDed i~t the ·bottom abottnded ·tvith grains of si~ver. 
Havia1 ordered'~ rq~antity to- :be .taken ott~ .I proceeded to examine 
the base ·of· the mountaia~ which I. found .to be pf granite:-like gneiss, 
with garnets, and small cry.-JJ -of-pyrites. · ·Near this ·place the mar. 
gin of the rivulet ooritained: rounded stoaea·and sand, ·but no where 
wa1 there tn be fowand. :aa:y metallic substance~ except· the one above
meutioDed. Indeed,·.tbe very:idea of! silver .. appearing here in dust 
.or:~rains,- as gold·does, would. be preposterous, endr eQntradictory to 
every. ptinciple· of aatwe, as, in such a state, it would probably have 

·been attacked by the sulphur in the pyrites; so ·as to have assumed 
the:fOnn.o£8. salpburet. · .. . , · . . · 

I_·retumed in·: a· mast w~ and. exhausted state to Father 
Thomas's, where, a.ft::er some needful repose,. I proceeded to examine 
the ~lld :and: stones r :had colleeted at the- supposed. &Hver-mine, but 
~particle of:metaJ wu·to be found. ·l tbe.n· ordered: the men to 
produce their samples, which I examined both by the blow-pipe and 
by acids, but no silver appeared. After equivocating very much, the1 
acknowledged that they had rubbed and beaten sub&taocea to powder, 
and.when they found specular iron ore they thought it was silver. In 
one of the samples there certainly. was silver, but it·~ppeared to 
have been filed probably ftom an old buckle or spoon, or rubbed on 
a stone and mixed with a pulverized substance. The farce could no 
longer be _cal'l'ied on : I charged thew. in a most determined manner, 
with imposture, W'hiOO~ after SOOJe hesltatioo, they· confessed : an 
oflicei. who _was with me would have secured tbem, but I restrained 
him ; for, having obtained a confession, I was unwilling to bring them 
to punishment, or to render them more miserable than they .already 
were by having tbern sent to the ai1Jly~ Perhaps that .wQUld have 
been' doing tbem a greater service. than setting them at liberty ; for 
they 'were too lazy· to work, and ·would, no doubt, return to their old 
habits of prowling about, and subsisting on the credulity of the pub
lic by -spreadiog fallacious. reports .about mi~es, precious stones, &c. 
Such impositions are not. unco~mQb in South ·America : I have 
known instances in which cop~ .. 61inss, mi~ with eatth apd after-

s .i 
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. \~ards ~a~hed, hav~ "been' ·prodijc6d ·as samples, iri order to enhanc~ 
the value of land, or to' ser.ve some other sit;tister pnrp(,se~ · A ·paSsiOn 
for minin'g is fatally pre\ra.Ieht ·among same of the lower orders-of' tHe 
people .: by ·deluding them .with prilspects of.becoming speedily ric&. 
it creates in them a disgust for labour, and entails want and wretdled~ 
ness ·upon them. Even · among the few families· of .. this district,. • I 
obse~ved . some 'examples of its effects; thOse. who devoted them
selves wholly to mining were iq geoerat.badly clothed and. wor8e fed •. 
while those who attendecl to agriculture : alone-were· weU provided 
with every necessary of life. . . . ! . . . : . 

Having concluded the affair, I took leave ~f Fatljer Thoma~ allil 
returned td Cants Ga11o, ·where l ·prepared my papien·for a·report 
respecting 'it~ as· the· 'Conde de .. Linliarea had desired me.. ·nunog.1.be 
remainder·of. :my stay I collected specimens of the different-species 
of wood . whieh tlie neighbourhOod. produces •. ··'Jl:le.following:is ·a·liat 
f I • I • • • I • • • o .t1em• , ... , .. · ·· · · : ··. 

. ~. ~ ~: . .. . . 

· Vtnatico-:- exce1Jent timber.· · · 
Cedar-· goOd· and .durable. · · 
·Pereibti-h'ard· and good.:'· ···' · · · ::. -~ 
·Olio__, very solid~' and of a peculiat. fragnince~ · · · · · , ·, ·. 
Cabiufia. · · · · ·. · · .· .. ·: 

. Jaracmeda- cabinet-wOod variegated; blaek and ·yellow~--.: 
_This: i~ . called rose-wood·in· Englancl~ but -the tJe&t· sorts, 

. ·a~ if appears to me, 'have nbt· hitherto been -i~; . 
iar~ciztang. .· · · · · ·: · > · · · :. ·· 
Ubatang.!. ·'. · ; · ···· ··- .·.·~ . ..,. :·; 

· : : ~Palma _::many· ·varieties, :among which 'is tbe;iri; beiJre. de
: ·. . s~ribed.' . Its wood is tinrivaUed ·fur strength ancl elasticity. 
. G&ijuana- the . bark of \Vhich,. as I was· informed,. aft"ords a 

. yellow·dye: : · · ' · -~ · ·' ·. ·,·:. · 
. . . Embty __:.. a creepi.ng plant. . 'rhe stems, are · used· iustead of 
. : ; cords, and often made into bridles. . . . : . . . . . ·. 

Many s~ies: of ihomy trees.: . 
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r . Most of the above .. Qamed species· of.woods are ofl.arge. growth, and 
well calcultted for· ship-building. It is.temmokable;that .this dis~ript 

. pr-oduces lloae of the dye-wood called Brazil wood •.. ,. : · i .. ·! · : <· 
,.. - :Here are innurrterabJe f~it-trees and sl1rubs :which: I. ·liave :omit~ 
. • , . . • . . , , , . ' ·. . I .. 

to particularize.: .·. Teba(!CO is .cultivated .jQ .sc)me parts'! and' is 'ahva,ts 
: maliufa~iured intQ roll. by uniting. the leaves ::with eaeh 'other,·· and 
".-twisting -them· wi~h a : winch. By this dperation the juice is. el.i»reSsea, 
.. and, .~ft.er· a:sh~rt exposure to the atmosphere, the colour .of the t.O ... 
; bac~o ch&Jlges from g~Q to, ·bl~ck. . ·. · · ·.. · · · 

· Of wild animals; ou~ces ·~re. the ·most cOmmon ;· . they are met' ~ith 
. ·of'variou&·'colours, 'Bonte blat'k arid browD-:r~~ · ·'rapir8:or··antas. are 
. not on frequent, but I 18a~ o_nly the foo~te(ie of SQ~e of them. -W~d 

·bogs ·qreed .here in .P.~tp~mbers, ~n~ also IQog-be.arde~ monkeys; 
. the . la~ter, . when asleep, .snore so .loud· as tO a8t.Onlsh· the: traveller~ 
·The . most formidable ~ptiles are the oorral snake, the sUm>cueo, 
the surrocuco-tinga, and the · jararaca, all said to be martally v~noi
mous~ ·none of· \fbich lever saw on· the journey, . except: a &Jilalt bne 
or the former species. ' ' . ' ' . . .. . I • . ' ' ' l ' 

The prevailing· method of clearing and ~Ultivating . the lao~ 'here, 
is precisely· similar . to . that . :practised in,. the ·· neiglibOurhood:. c6 
·st.Paiil's .... ~;After the timbet· and underwood .. have'· been. eu:t,;ooWtl 
. and burnt. (often . ·~ery· imperfectly)~ the \vomeo . ~egroes: dibble: tlle 
.-~; in abotit ·six· weeks a slight •eeding is 'perf~d~: arid· thea ~be 

. ~grouQ4 is =let· alone: till, harv~st ·. · .The Se'ed ... time ~s.in :Glctober 
and ll\~ts to November ;··the :maize is ripe ~ti: ~~ :on ~ve . month. 
The next year ·they (!omnl.orily :sow· beans on the:eorn laocJ,, which 
they then ·let lie, · and prOceed to clear· new ground~· ·· It is not oom-

. ffi9.R.t9 molest the land from which they .have had two crops in sue-.. .. . .... .... . ; ~.. .. .... ~ . , ... .. . ... .. ~ . . . . ,. 

. · ceasiQn, before eight or ten years ~ave elapsed. . 
:: ·. ·. ;rhe stipr-cane·ancl mandioca require fi'Oflt ,fourteen to eighteen 

months. . Coffee: plan.ted by" shoots bean· fruit . ~n two ·years, a~d is 
:..io.·R!¥f~iQ:D 7jn .. ~~ .. ~r. · ~~~years. Cottons and .P.aJ~a .. ~hristi,··raised 
f~m ~d, bear tbe .. Q.rs.t .. year.. . .. . · · · · ·; 

Transplanting ·is· .~ly. pra.ctited '\Vitb tobftcoo; :engrafting is little 
known and rarely attempted. · · · 
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The Indian com is ground by a horizontal water-wheel, which 
acquires great ·velocity from the .rush of water upon ·it. On t~ 
upper end is fixed the mill-stone, which ·makes frQm fifty to ~t.f 
revolations in a minutL They have likewise a mode of pounding 
the·rorn· into ftour, by a machine called· a sloth. · N.ear a «:urrent of 
water. a :Iarge wooden mortar i$ placed, the pestle of which is mQr~ 
tised into the end of a lever t.wenty-five or thirty feet long, resting 
upon a fulcrum at five-eights of. its length. The ·extremity o( the 
shorter arm of this beam is scoo~d out, so as to receive a sufficient· 
w.eight:of water to- raise the other end, to which appends the pestle, · 
and to discharge· itself when it has sunk to a given point. .The 
alternate emptying and filling of this cavity cause the elevation and 
faH· of the pestle,·: which· take place about four times per ~inute. 
This 0011trivanoo surpasaes all others ·in simplicity, and in a place 
,where· the waste o'f water is .of no consequence it completely answers 
-its: purpose. . · · ' · · 'I , • 

· Having fini:shed.my.affaii's at Canta Gallo, I se' ou~ on my l.'etu~ 
to the capital, accompanied for about a league of the road by th~ 
..-odhy goYeinor, ·the ·eaptilio., the treasurer, and almost all the in
laabitant& During·:a residence of about fifteen days among the~ 
ex cell eat· men, my!: table had been sQmptuously "uppll~ · w.ith~ut 
·eo&t,! aria I had been· treated witb a degree of respect far exceeding 
my rexpectations or meriti. I took leave of them with regn;t, w~~~~·ns; 
'IIIOit .sincerely that. it. might be in my power ·to be of service to tqem 
~ .coullt,· by making reptaentations·in tbeir favour. , . 
. ;_i); ·.arrivud at. Moro Quemado at night, after a j9um~y ·9f. ~hl.l'tJ
·foor. miles •, and. on the ·next day, in good time, reache·a . the b~us~ 
.·, .·. ,, 

. . . '·In O..e part .cl tla~ rOad. ~ p...t a nat of ~· (caUed minbunde) which awe ex-
1i'c:DMlf uoublceome ;to cattle, and cauae the 1,11ulea to be •err ,-iolent ancl unruly. · Th~y 
attaelt. wi~ peat pc:ninacity, and punue to a consid~le distance; we took a de.ious route 
'to get lid of them, but I -wu followed by some which stllng me u painf&~Jly u an·~mtated 
wup ~uld .hue clone. There is a singular nriety of them hmag a homJ -pointed pro-
beecii,, with 'wbioh. tJtjy flm:e. m..t JaeeDly aiMl, pYC iJitolcrabf.c •paift. . . i : . 1 • : · · •• : • 

• !. .. I. • • :, f. I f I.. t· . . I , 

• • ' • o • ' I I 
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.of my woith'y friend Captain Ferrera. ~ing .no'! leu p~ fo11 
time, I took a more leisurely survey of his establishment, p&rtictdarly 
of ·his sugar-work and distillery, both which are very ill conducted. 
When I ·saw the furnaces for heating the coppera in. the latter •. I 
freely tOld the Captain,. that they could not have '~n coDStructed 
on a . worse p1ari,' but I received fur answer, that .ilo better WWI. 

known. It would indeed be extre~ely difficult. to introduce imprOve., . 
ments into this or any oth~r parts of the distillery, ·fOr eveey thing is . 
left to tbe management of the negroes. When I aaked.any questiou 
concerning the proce88, the owner professed hia. ignorance of. i~.and 
went for .one of the African foremen . to answer me • . With this mail 
I ~asoned respecting the excessive quantity of fuel consume<\ to·n 
purpose, and proposed a method for ea~Viog it,. as . well ·as: fe»r. cor. 
rectiQg the· disagreeable ~aste of the rum, ~used· by. theempymuna; 
which was, io re-distil · it with an 'equal q~autity of water, taking 
care· ·previously to clean out the still; but Jte oniJiaughed. ~t :me, 
and sigoifieci that bis certainly must be the best method, for he ·haci . 
learned it of an old sugar-maker . . ·Thus it is, that from .. the iw. . 
difference of the owners. to their own in~t, tbi•gs are suffered to 
go on in the same routine, being left .to the direction of men. who 
shrink from a temporary increase of labour, even. when it promiiCII 
.them a lasting ad vantage. This . aversion to -improvemeot I .ha~e 
often observed among the inhabitants of Bra.sil ;.·when, for instance, 
I have questioned a briok-mtlker,: a sugar-m~, •· BOapJJoiler, I or 
even a miner, his rea8ons for conducting his COf:lcerDS in. such ila 
imperfect manner, I hav,e been almost invariably .referred to. a· aegro 
for answel'l to "my intenogatories. . . . . . . ; . ' 

Some--parts of this estate·are said to con~io·gokl; and at the time 
of my visit, Captain Ferrera was negotiating for permission from 
Government to work t)lem. I . presented to him a drawing of a plan 
for washing· the eascalbio in a .man~ superior to. that commonly 
practised, and ·explained to him the use of grinding or stamping 
those concrete masses freque~tly found in it, \Vhich generally con-
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tain 'palticles of gold, but being too hard to be crnahed by the hand, 
are thro\vn aside among the 'debl"is. · 
. In this fazenda, as in most others, the conveniences for storing 
the produce · are so very poor and imperfect that the weevil soon 
gets into the corn, and the cotton, coffee,. and other produce ar~ 
liable to be deteriorated in a thousand ways. 'l'he stabling tOo. is 
bad, and the 'cattle are deplorably neglected; indeed the. only part 
of the· live stock that seems to be tolerably well attended, to,· is the 
swine. In the dwelling-house. I observed a total inatten~ioo to do. 
mestic comfort ; its general appearance confir10ed a remu.k whjch 
I had often .heard made, that the owners of estates here dislike to 
live upon them, and considering their residence as only. temporary, 
.make shift with: poor accoinmodatioos. 
, The t11tct of land. belonging to the farm is full two miles squa~ 
aod . though still suaceptible of great improvement, bas not becm 
wholly neglected~ the parts already cleared h~v~ produced many 
valuable crops, and. the rest will no doubt in a few years be brought 
to an equally promiSing state of. cultivation. 
1 • Having staid t\vo days with . Captain Ferrera, I set out on . the 
morning of the third for ·Porto dos Caxhes, where I arrived at two 
o'clock, after a journey of thirty miles, .and was delayed some 
time, as the river was crowded .with vessels, laden with ship .. timber, 
for· the ca~J. As :soon. as the navigation became sufficiently opea. 
I :embarked ·io a large boat, of about ten tons l:turtbeo, and rowing 
all night to the mouth of the river, sailed with a land wind, and 
arrived at' Rio de Janeiro about noon. My first care w~ to inform 
His Excellency the Minister of my return, after which I einplqyed 
two days in dra\fing up ~uy journal for his inspection, . He received 
it in the handsomest manner, and laid it before His Royal Highness, 
who .was pleased to signify, that my description of the country, 
t,hrough which I had traveiJ_ed, merited his approbation. 
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CHAP. ·x. 
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Pmni~~Nft · obtllinetl·to fJilit tle DiaMtl Miru~ • .....: Account of o 
· pretefU/,~tl JJiamMUl pt'acntefl to· 1/le PriftOe &gent.- Jourtle!J to 
VillG Ricll.. . 

' . 

Al!ERll had t~~rou~hi~Y6co~e.t.from thefatigues ~~my late 
. :jOurney, I ·1110bcated H11 Royal H•8bness·.for. permissiOn to go 
and explo~· the diamond mines· of Serra. c1o ·Frio •. This 'favour had 
never as yet be~n granted to a foreigner, nor bad ·any Portuguese ·· 
~0 'pennit1ied · to Yisit I the district . Where ·the, W<trk8 are &(iuated, 
except•oa.b~siriesS. ~ve 1(, them~··and eYeD dteDt under:restrioe 
tioiii :wbioh~..mea:-ed itiimpoasible:to =aequi~·the means of giving an 
adequate de.edptioh :of.·thera lo ,flre public·. Through the kind 
media;t.ie1D. of the 1Cbnde· de Linhares, ·the permission W88 , gf&l)ted, 

and my! passpol'ts . and letten. ~ : reoommendlition .were speedily 
tnade ·out. , ·:(md Strangford uBed'his:iDeueHeat()lfurthermy under
taking,.·aa\d it lfa& tbrou.gh his goodrieis in recMnmending me that I 
okaiaed aclmis'eion 'to ··the· archiTes; for tbe purpoae of examining 
~l.tle,1DMuscript inape~ aod of. OQpying from. any·of:·tb~m what. 
ever miglit1beneceas&Yy to· guide me in my route. It lnay here be 
prbpan:to:·bbaePve,t that •he. iDost .eligible Diode of travelling in tbe 
;otaior· bf .'Brazil,. eapeeially on socb an excursion ·a& I had under
taken, is· ·to prowre •den from the government, and ari escort of 
BOldient, who have a .. right, uade.- web ·orders; to require ·proper 
rela.ys of mules from i aiL. pe$Ons :who reside on·or. near the rOad. 
The ·CGnde ·de Linhares intimated to me, that I ·might· select any 
two soldien.•l thought proper,' .and while I .was deliberating ·on 
.the· ohoice,. a singular occurrence ·tOok place, whiclt W.as. the means 
of ii&rniablog·•me •itb: two: men of·the· eorps.·ofc flliner8, who' were 

T 
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appointed to attend me, under an injunction on the pert of His 
Excellency that their future promotion would depend entirely on the 
report which I should give of their conduct after my return. I am 
happy to say that their services merited e\·ery commendation. 

The occurrence to which l allude was this:-A free negro of Villa 
do ~ncipe, · about nine buodred. miles diatut,. bad the , ... uraact 
to write a letter to the Prin~ Regebt. anoouaciDg that be ~IICd 
an amazingly large diamond which be bad received from·a decea&aed 
friend some years ago, and which be begged be might have the 
h~r to preaent. to His Royal Highaeae ·in penao. Ai tbe mag
nitude wh'ach this. poor fellow aacribed to his diamODd wu aaell as to 
iaiae imagination to. it. ·lligheet ·pitch, an order was immediateiJ 
dispatched to tbe commander of Villa do Principe, to seud hia 
fbrtbwith to Rio. de Janeiro, be .wu,~comoaodated with a CODftJ• 

alice and· eacorted 'h.J two aoJdien.. .Aa he·paued along the JUtd, aD 
w.hq .bad beard .the repmi ·bailed him u already boaoured with. a 
cross of the order: of St. Bento, and • sure.of.being rewarded with 
the pty of.a:gelleral of brigade. The. soldiers also·anticipated great 
promotion; and all persona en)·ied tbe fortunate negro. At len8tht 
aJ\er· a jour.ney .. whicb,occup.ed:abotat.t\\'enty-eigbt da.Js, he arrlftd 
at the c~tpital. :and. wata straightway conveyed to the palace •. ]dit 
bappioes• \Vas no~ .af>out to .be. eooaummated, in a few. momeWis tt.e 
hopes which be:~ad .for, 89 many. yean iDduJged would1 be ·reaii.Bed. 
and . . he ·sbQuld be ~alt~ from. :a· JGw and. obscure· condition to a 
atate..of .aftlueuee.aod diatiuction; .soob no doubt were the tboupts 
which agitated him during the: moments of s~pence. At leagtb be 
w.as admitted intQ' the presence ; . he threw DimseJf at the .Prince'• 
feet. ,~nd .dqlivewd bit wonderful gem;· His Highoese was astonished 
.at its magnitude .; ·a. pau~ ensued ; the attendants waited to· tlear 

· lbe. Prio~'s ·opinion; and what he .said they seconded. A round 
~iamond nearly -a .pound .ill weight filled them all ·with "'onder; 
some. ready ca)culaton re.ck~ued the millions it ·was \110rtb ·; othen 
found it difticult to· numerate. the sum at which it would. be'valued, 
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but .u.e general. .aiea. of :His. Highness, a· servants 'Was,'· that the 
tftaSUfJ ! W4S·itDaDy 1ml~~· Of .crowns the richer. · The noise.which 
tbis.occommce C~ated· amoag the higher circles may be eaSily COD• 

Cei~ed ; the general .topit of reu;ma-k and wonder ·was the negro .. s 
eflering. . It wawabewn to the niinisters, among whom an apprehen .. 
siorr; and even a'daabt, was ·expressecl that a substance so large and 
toun1i might· not prove a real diamond ; they, however, sent it to the 
treasury under a: guard, aod it Wal lodged in the deposit of ·the 
jewel-room. · • :: ;. . •. : · . 
. . On tb~·.next· drly, ·th6)£ond~ de' Linwes sent for me, and. related 

all ithe· oiretmistanee& fltHicll hali· .oome to his knowledge ·respecting 
thm:famous jewel,.·addiag, ·in :a !lotv tone of voice, 'that · he had 'his 
doubts tabo11t its proTing a geriuine·dianibnd.! •His Excellency directed 
me·io attetld' at hil:offioe in. a few boul'6, when lettem from himse~f aod . 
the other ministers:. to ·ttre·Treaaury should: be giveri ·me •, ·for· permisi 
sion to see this inv8lpable:gem, iQ order todetermine .what·it really 
1ras. Readily accepting a charge of so. interesting a nature, · I .pre-. 
pared myself, and attended ·at the boar appointed, ·when I received 
"'e letteis, whicl) f presented attlle TreasUr,.to ab· officer in waiting. 
I was· Jed . through several apartnients; · ia wbidt. much buSiness 
seemed to J>e transacting, to the grand chamber, where· presided the 
treasurer~ attended by his ~cretaries~ . ·Having, my letters io his hand, 
be entered into some conversation with me relative . to the subject; 
I WaS then sheWn through other grand apartmeats hung-with scarlet 
and · gold, and ornamented with figures as-lt!rge.as lif~, ·representing 
justice. holding the balance. In the inner room, . to w.hith we were . 
·conducted, . there · were several strong chests with three locks each, 
the keys of which were kept by three different officers; -who we~ all 
required· ·to be present· at the opening . . One of tbese chests being . . .. 

~ N:o penon ~ ~permitted to eee_ the diamonds in the T~ury without a joint order 
fm~ the ministers to thai elect. · · · ' ·. · 
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unlocked,· an elegant little ·cabinet 1vas taken~'· from whi.Ch the 
treasurer. took.'the .gein; ·arid in·!gmat bm:pfeaer;rted.it to·~e. · .Jots 
value sank at ~:first sight, for befbre l·fDiched it I w• convinced 
that it was a·.rounded·piece of ·crystal. It _was about an· iocih;aftd 
a..h&Jf.in. diameter~ ·'on exapJinirig:it, I told the governor it :was. nOt 
a diamond,- and ·to : con"iuc'e him .I took ·.a diamond of· ·fi.vc! or siX 
cataU ancl with; it ·cut:~ yery deep·nick in the stO~Jet. ic ['lti.S ., .. ~proof 

# positive;· a ·~rtifieate was accordingly mad~ out, stating.;th~iit was 
an inferior substance of little or no value, which I signed.: . . : : 
; .. Other. ·boxes ·Wcd DOW· uokleked; ;froiD·· o.ie. Of t~bich.. they sheWed 
me .tWQ. large sbibs ·of diamond • .eaeb. a lulU incll on .the· I supediilie9; 
and !abcn1f the· eightla .of t&U .inCh ·.iD :tbioU1et&,: :df .. a . :lterf. bad browh 
colour i ·When . foUnd; they formed :one entire · piece, : w.bich, .. bbiog 
amorphoUs; :wtls -not known .to. be a· diamond,. until ·t.be admioia
trator ·qr .chief of. the lW_orltiog. party; after keeping it: by· tbim :coany 
days,. ))Bd recourse· to' the old ·experiment,:df:l'placing· it on a :hard 
atone. and striking it with· a ·llammer. The result of· tb~ experiment 
is, that if the· sub&tanee ; ~sist, the. blow; or separate io la~nm,, i~ 
muit'be a:diamond:; .the.Jatter.\vas the'casein.tpe preien~instabee; 
and the:man·having'thus.inade t..ro. diamond&. from one, transmitted 
theni. CiO tludoteridant. · . · · · , . . · · · ' · . . .. 
. The:-i-ivei Abaite, from. whence these pieces ~ame,··hu produced 
one :~f: -an·: octaedra.l: form, l!lihich weighs seven-eights of . an ounce 
Troy, ;arid ·.is ·perha.psr the largest diamond ·in the·:wori<L. It .was foond . 
about tw.eJ,·e years:ago by three ·men ·who ·were under sentence of 
banishment .for high crimes; but on presenting this valuable gem to 
the theri · Viceroy, .they were pardoned and rewarded •. It is now m 
the· private pas&eesioa of the Prince ~egent. . 
· I was· afterwards .favoured with a sight of the remaining·dlanionds 

Jn. the Treasury; they appeared to be in quantity about f~ur • 
five th.oJisand carats. The largest did not g~neralb exceed ~ight 
carats, except one of a fine octaedral 'form~ full seventeen. .Amobg 
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1be .tew colouJed diamonds, one ·or the smallest was a beautiful pink; 
ooe ·a fine blue, and several of a green tinge ; the yellow were tlae 
most com~:~~oo and least esteem~. . 

Having now finished my business, I took my leave of the treasurer. 
·with thanks for' hit polit~ at.entiou, and on my return home wrote 
a letter to _tJ1e Conde de Linhares, stating the result. of my viait. It' 
~ no agreeable talk for a stranger tO have to anoaunoe that a 
aubstanoe which had been considered aa an inestimable addition f.o 
the t.reatures of the state, was in reality, tJaoiugb eingular in its· apt
pearan.ce, of very tri6iog .value, and this. too ill .a letter which ~u 
w ~._id befure ~Prince. His. Highness,. however, ·was prepared 

. fQr .the intelligence, and waa too noble-minded tO manifest ~y 
clwgrin at the 'diaappointment. The. poor negro who had presented 

. i~ was of course deeply allicted by this unwelcome Qewa ; instead. of 
~ing accompanied home by an esoor.t, ~ had to find his way thither 
as ·he pould, and would, no d~bt; have ·to encountet the ridicule 

. ~nd con·tempt of thole who had of' late· congratulated him oil bi' 
good fortune~ - · . · ; r . 

When I had uearly ca.;opleted my preparations· for the journey, 
Mr. Goodall, a most . respectable merchant, exp~ a deiite to 
~cotnpany me .to ViDa Rica, which I readily acceded to, as ·he 
was a moat· agreeable companion. ~rd Straugford having pro
cured . him. passports from the ministers, be was enabled to join me 
without delay. On ~e 17th of .August 1809, we set out . on a 
jowney which no Englishman had ever before undertaken, nor had 
any ever yet-b~n permitted to pass the barrier of alpine mountains 
that stretch along the ·coast. 

Having emberked in a large market-boat with our retinue, which 
. ~iMed of the two soldiers befQre-mentiooed, and my se"ant, a 

I)Ulost truaty negro-boy~ we made sail at mid-day with a sea .. ~>reae, 
. and run down the. bay about six leagues, where we passed the isl~d 

of G_ovemador an~ · various others, one of which was the beautiful 
Coc081"Jlut island. Proceeding alq~~g · the strait,. formed by it aDd 
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abother of similar extent, we ero..ed a .fine open bay,:.aod arritted 
at the mouth of the Moremim, a picturesque river!nich presents 
in its serpentine course a great variety of beautiful scenery~ It waa 
now sun-set; the weather was mild ·and .serene, and w.e paused 
awhile to enjoy one of the finest rural prospect$ which we ·bad ever 
seen in Brazil - a fine romantic fore-ground, enriched by ·the· vivid 
foliage of the woods OD the banb of the stream, and· CGDtJ.'Uied· t>;y. 
the bold outline of the mountains in· the distance, among which we 
nptieed that singular chain of perpendicular rocks, called the Olpri
pipe· mountains, from their resemblance ·in. forin apd ·position to the 
front . of the instrument ·alluded to; • HaTing. advanced ·two leagues 
up the river we arrived ·at a ·village on its mar8in, called Porto da Es
trella, a place ·of great1stir· and bustle, •on .acCQunt of the houriy 
arrival of numerous drovas.~ of mules ·laden . with• produce from the 
interior. Here · are some ],Oor dweltings, and • number :of Jar~ · 
storehouses for the reception of the produce. The muleteei"St being 
provided with bedding and· cooking utensils, never leave their cattle, 
so that good inns are to them unnecessary. We were shewn into 
the best ·iii the place, wbic~ was as dirty and inconvenient as can 
possibly be· imagined. .I. shall forbear to detail the di800mfoits of 
the night, and merely observe that they were such as to make ·Ua 
early stirrers in the morning. Our 8oldien procured 'US mules, but 
owing io the great bustle of loading and unloading, :we were ·oot in 
travelling order until ten o'clock. We now proceeded about three 
leagues ~long the low land, having the range of mountains QD . our_ 
left, and pussi.ng the village of Piad~de entered on a beautiful plain 
at their base. We stopped at a house at which the Prince Regent 
had: passed · three nights for the 'benefit of the air; but not being 
able· : to . procure refreshment there, we passed on and . began· our 
ascent along an excellent paved · road, extending five miles. on .a 
very steep elevation along the sides and over the · ridges of tbe 
mountains. Having rested -awhile at the half-way house, which we 
bad been near au hour in gaining, we toiled on, relieviilg .ourselves 
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at time& by·:tuiDiog to take ·a view ·of Rio de Janeiro, and the bay, 
which ftom this lofty eminence appeared· to-great advantage. With 
some difficulty we reached the su01mit, :which, as I supposed~ is 
four thousand feet above the level of the sea ; the atmosphere was· 
at least ten degrees colder than oo the plain. 

OUr· nest httlting place was a small village called Corgo Seco, 
aituated in a most rugged and uneven district, with not half an 
~re of]evel ground in any part' ofits ·vicinity. Having taken some 
Nfreshment here, we proceeded to Belmonte, a· beautiful spot, 
aituatt"d by the .edge of a rapid stream, which washes . the base of 
an immense mountain of granite on the left. We journeyed along 
this stream until we reached a atation· ('8.11ed Padre Correo, from the 
oame of its owner. · It consists of a house and chapel, with a bancl
some area in .front. The father ·maintains a large establiehmeot ·of 
negroes, many of. whom are· employed in beating out mules' shoes 
froin ttw cool; Swedish iron, · af~r they have been forged into form. 
For these articles there ia a -cori&iderable demaad, as the on wrought . 
material pays no duty on this ·side. the river Paraiba, ·while oa ·the 
other it is tased full 100 per·cent., :which is also the· case with salt. 
The great .contiumptioa. :of .these ·aecessary articles has probably in
duced Government to lay these heavy duties upon them, but certainly 
every · principle of good policy furnishes an argument · against tbe 
measure. Padre Correo reeeived ·us very hospitably, aWordtd ua 
an asylum for the nigh~ and assisted us in regulating our baggage 
by supplying a pair of'·cane panoien for one of .the mu·Jes, which 
proved very serviceable •. Before tun-rise w:e were awakened by the 
clauer.of hammen·in· the mrges; the weatLer was dewy, and so 
eold that my thel'OlOIIleter was down at 4.6°. We passed· soine time 
in viewing the garden, which was in tolerable order, ·and contained 
801lle fine peach trees in bloasom. Our host informed us, that he 
had a good plantation a few miles distant, but his chief concem 
was the selling· of com and shoes for the use of the mules. 
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:_ Lea"ring this. station we sliirted ·the Piatiunha,' a river abeuDdiag 
it{falls, .wbich·flowtt·1nto•the.PaTaiba. ··Among the· billa and . Hale~ 
•hich ;re·tnwel'9ed, we lit timesubSenred fltmi.honse8and plri.ntation&J 
blit tbe!i'Oad, ·farther on, wa~ ·quite eoiifilied'by'cantinbai WOod-see. 
nery. ··After proceeding·about·· twenty mile& we· readied ·Zabolla, a 
tblerable Mtablmhment, · ool\Sistingjof.t~ house· of twb' stbries, : a;;smaJI 
fta.p$1;· awd ·a !sugar-engine; in an' utdiniShed state,. situated· iri the 
bottom of a valley. The oWim", ·tlaptain· Joae .Antonio· :Ba.rbosa; 
t~rasa Pott\igue~ oftbe;eld ichoot;; 1he seemed muCh vexed that· Hia 
Ro,.t.·HigknfMB had'pe;mittN ·stranp ··to ·travel the country; and 
treated lia.~wJa iL'eGBstmined civility ;,tiich·shewed·that·-he thought 
we .... :CJoihe about ·BO..geoctt ·.; His -~on\'easation· lin ~1iaually 
agalnstJtlte:·opeMti&ils of'.GovembR!iit iri·-laying taxes upon· rum-aocl 
~tl! ·.commodities·: aod~tttougb ihe•tattied the -Bweeta ·of cf&ce; being. 
pa~reomr. •&f •·lu~v8 -.e, "'Of Paraiba,· ·wllich: post he obwne" 
througb.\be·ift.tel'e8t-of a··Vflry -wbnhy gentleinan ·in Rio de J.aneiroj 
1et·be:hu:l :aJJ.·tbe· Merbity of·-t··diaappoititetl place-hunter.- His. 
Rlf·ilitaeltled --aad · narl'ow...miilded• · \Tiews- ·~ ·but too phwioly di~ 
~.to o6e"()bjeet, mon-opo1.r'; .the• mere: .tftefttioo ·of the Ptinoe 
B.egear-.: U~rality : in' pert~;~itting'· stftlDgei's ·to ~de· in ·, Bnuil ap-o 
pe8red .to:tmure him, aod•ilt:e~ort, •SO m~h: of ·the··1Q8rler did, he 
display. ·while- dileassing. tbis '-tDpie, that rio ;,cbaractrer: CGtlfd ·ha¥e 
more furcibJy.remiaded u.,ef.fhe deg in ;the •••ger~ ·Jt is,· hew .. 
ever, bat:fair·to.add; ~that while· indalgin8 in· lievere reiectib~. en 
stranger., I.e dW·.nG4» forget tlle·duties-of'hOfPitalitiy-: betQie .w~·~ 
to rest, Ire inirited:- na to parta~e of. a -family .aapper~ eenM8Ung Gf.··a 
boiled- duok &mothered in rice, ~~:nd a stewed pullet, to· which- sa' 
doWn eight people1 including ourselves. Having tbaDked ·our host 
for his :kindness,-weretired·tO the apartmmrts·aJtotted to us~ My bed 
~s so uneasy that' I was obliged to sit up during ~oat of the 
night, h~ving no alternative,.. for ; as the. cla)r .ftoor: waa . neit~ 
boftrded nor paved, .. I .could ~ ve_ature.: to throw .~ ~-ctou-
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•pon it, and. sleep . there. Never did mortal hail day.;.break with 
greater satisfaction ; but my agreeable feetings weie soon damped by 
poe of tho$e little vesatious accidents which in some states of mind 
are more hard to bear than ieal miafortunes. I had .placed iny 
thermometer in a · Mnd-door or ,air-hole (for the aperture was .not 
glazed); a stupid. fellow; in ilsteoiog the bridle of a 01ule. to one Of 
the · ban, threw doJVn the instntment and broke-. it. .Luckily I bad 
another, t~ore the loss ·was not' so grievous. , 
~ Our soldiers havi~ . with their wonted. alacrity, previded mol~ we 
,et out at.an early;hour, and eatered upon a much more :te.el road 
than tba~ of the. preceding day . .. We . passed along,several valle_yi, 
t1ae surface of wbioo· preaente<t ·clay. aod decomposed g~ite, -ia 
iome places. more ferruginous than in ~en. There are .nu~ 
•~a all the way for the n;frahmeot. of traveUen anC!l tlaeir. eatt)~~ 
rrhis.day's journey bdng only sixteen miles, we:soon oompleted·it; 
arriving about noon at the ferry of.P~ •. : 'nU .river, though .~ 
Jride as ·the Thames at Westminster-, ia unDPigable,.. by reason of 
the large rocks which impede ita ..oeune. · .The ferry-boat ~riag, 
,we got into it with all our.mulet, and .w~ eonveyed with oan an4 
aetting poles. to tbe otht}r ai4e, where we found ~ regieter for tho 
eu.mina.tion of passengers; ~eir passports, and property~ The 
place . is guarded by a few old soldiers, under the e.ommand of a 
l~eutenant, who, though in ill health, shewed · us every. attention. 
Our soldiers got us a dinner cooked at a 11ftld •, kept by a young 
man origi.Dally from Oporto ; · ~e took tea and aupped with the 
commandant, whO asaigned to us an apartment in the Regiater. He 

!.. • Thia oame is giva to what we aboalcl ~ a htlabter'slhop, ~ ftlioaa anicJea, 
e~h as li•Juon, Indian com, and aomctimei.!GJU• arc aold. Though thcf profcu to 
answer the purpose of inns, they are destitute o~ conveniences a tnveUen who carry theif 
beds and cooking utensils with them~ generally~ lodging in a nncbo or aetalJage. 
~ fron1 rain and night au. is the oaly confCIIicDc:c which a lod&inl iD ( theee dittrictl 
eaG lie ~pec&cd to lliQrd. 

v 
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WM VerJ· aiviJf and seemed 'highly. pleated. to . Bee US, :fteqaentJy ...... 
claiming, "· Os lnglaea.amt grande pte." (the English. a... a .._ 
nation).· We Wft'e gratified by this and othe11 aa:tiooal etap1ihlen• 
whidr he. paid · us, aatl 110t leu so by the respect which every ooe 
who came to .Tisjt us ta.-~d for ouJ· couatr~ .. as •being iD aHi8bca· 
wit.Ja a Pritlee.to.whom they· were eDthusiaitioally;d&'n)tecl.-· : . 

·The Regat.U is .a; subdantial edifice of wood, built on· posts to ...... 
serve it from the overftoRoitbe riva, wlrieh lrequen4!1y iaundate the 
sandy'ftat oo. which.~· atancls. It ~omaios ·a few rooms, w.bich strve 
aa.baJJ'&Cks fonthe ·gaardst . ._od has. a haadsomeageJieryfroDting.tbe 
,ferry~· The atatif)n·iB· Jow1 IQld. iit SUJI.IaDer· is . aaidtto~be trery het.aad 
uilhealthJ·; :a, oitvumstance. w:hioh, · joiaed· . to the iodGienoe-. aad 
po.vmy.·of the:inbabitaot.s, maJ aufticieotly.·account for tbe·ge.eMI 
appearailce· Of. debility obsel'9aWe amoo~ them.. The litde •emplOJ• 
taeht.ithey ;.Jrave)Mi- chie&y hm.tluJ.·piBS~Dgers who frecjueotrdaia 
gre8i. ·t8orouglifatir., .anc! ftreal,the, ~JOu•.trobpa of mules .wbiolliaa 
CGIUieually,; amwi83' 0& their 'MillY· to~. as; well U from, the iotsioJr. 
The bargea.aft~ ferry are as fine .vessels. as •nJ I ever saw·used for the 
purpcll8~ .aad j~,tbey,ooght to~be1 for .a eonaidentble·toU is~paitt, 
not ouly,fur:~.ery mulet or:otber·healtOf buRien;· ·but for ev«S penoa 
orolsing tbetl'iv$'.: . ~he :aoQUal amount: colleeted! yield&; no d<Mbl\ 
a bana.-e.profit.to ·the· rentetS·;· but it·might be considemhly ·au~ 
me&teG if a regular· road were.opened to Canta Gallo,.wbioh •·ODIJ 
eighteen lea~: distant.. · . • . . · 

Beitiw iofot-.d that our ne•t ~~, joumey would. hem. arduoaa 
one, on. acco.int of the hilly 4istrict through whic& we should· have 
to pass, we retired to rest betimes, an~ were stirring at an early 
hour. We mounted fresh mules, and proceeded along a good road 
tllrougb a rugged ·and thinly· peopled district; in the course of- five 
leagues; we pass~d over seven very high granite mountains, and eight 
.smaller ones, ap~ ~length reached the . fercy of, the Par.aiba, a rive~ 
considerably.larger.than· the Paraibuf¥l. At the .RqJiater. beloogiog 
·to it, wbich is more extensive and better guarded than- the formet"f 
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aU:·~·Iile·•aoUed· .and .. hed, paJiag duty acoontingto their 
weiglt,;W'hatever be ·~ kind. quality~ or •alae. This regulatiOn 
. Wam ·very u~~equally apon ddferent articles ; -~·for iDIC:aace, pays 
Deuly ·cent. per C8Dt. ·ih>a aod' leaa about the.eame ; while woollbnst 
-cottons, and ·other ligkt gOods do net, oo: M average, . aceed eight 
'OJ" ten: pH .cat. · 
; . , The oommaudao4l.of the Begisa:oiered US' .etery assiatallce; and 
t'Was ·kind .eaough• ro- ;provide u1 ·a· frelll. mule .b our baggage. . 'l.1be 
.ehen time we staid.bere did aot :allow much·leis81'8 for observation; 
and, indeed, there was Jittle·ef·.uovelty .,.oJ.ne. The. lritnatioa 
·or tae· Register is .pleuant~ the oountry arouad ia •ell ·wooaed 
_. feJtile. though moODtaiDou. . Tbe river is aloMIIt deltitate' of 
.. h. . 

- We~ .abcnlt a league .&od a half: :further~ • .... thick 
!WOOds, aad!at'liw.id .. .at a.place .named Roiina.de Negra, ;where w~ 
taJted,fi:Jr.tbe nipt. .. . O.,next.day's joamey presented the ·~ 

(fkrietift .of·lrill Md · ranne· u thole we had already passed. In one 
-pa1:t .of tbe:r•d :we obeerved a kind of barracks~ · . coDiiltiDg . of ·an 
ubllage ..00 J&ome ·•acltoa ·o1 buts, where an. officer . ·and ~t 
twenty horse-soldiers are stationed ; they patrole the· mad, aai are 
iluc'horiled· ·tb·stop tra.-elleni, and make the strittest search of·those 
•hblll tlay suspect ··of having 801d-dl$t or. diamoads CODriealed .. 
~ing two : J.eagoes, . .ft anived at the Regilter of Matthias 
Bar~ .situated ·in: tile midst. of. ·an almost. imperrioliB' woocl'. .. It 
.._.built abotJt. iHity •Or. seventy Je81'8 ago, ·.by the gentleat&D Wh88e 
hama it bears, aDd ·who· .1fBB ab· aaceator of the aohle ·family of 
~-. . . .. 
· This reglM!er is i • . large oblong bllilding,. with two: great doors at 

eaeh end, through wbieh all tl'Peilen, with their mules, are requited 
.to. pass. On enteriQg~ they stop, and deliver their ·pass potts to a 
&Oidier .for examination by the cotnmander, who, if he judges that, a 

. ~orr~t &eCC)unt is given of the property~ su&rt·dlem·to ~· t 
but if any grounds of suspicion occur, the mules are unloaded, and 

u i 
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an the cOilbmts of'·t.heir cargoes are exablined Wita the: strictelt Bel'~~"' 
tiny. In these examinations it not urifrequently:· happens . that· a 
negro has· beeiladspected of &wallowing a diamoneli; in -lfhich cue. he 
is shu• up in' a bare room until' such time u the troth can·:be prcwed~
Tbe · d)mmud of this station is entrusted · t.o a. ·major. · The· inner 
part of the building consists of apartments fur the fJfticers, ranehoa· for 
tbe. soldieta, cells . for the confinement of iaspected pen:oas; ; &ad 
etabli'ng for the mules. · ID · the yard · :there; 'are num~rous pc)ats;; ·to 
whiclr the cattle are tied while· loading-or unloading. .. There i• al8e 
• vend ·i>r the accmnbiodation of travellen~ 
'" ·Leaving· tbia plaee, ··we proceeded through "n exttasive tract el 
1V.ood, ;in which we occasionally observed a few deer,· -but no b*td~ 
exeept now and then a green parrot or a wood-peeket'. The rotm; a 
filr ·as the-eye could reach," was bounded on each band by close- don
·tiauous thickets, ·and:rarely enlivened by traees of. habitation. 'l'bo8e 
·penens who live:by- the way-side art .. commonly o£ the lowest order 
of peeple, wbG: settle there with: the view of aelliDg Nfi"eshments ·tO 
travelle~ abd COJll for tbe mules ; they are ·in general ·an idle, ges.a 
sipping -race--:· ·the· more respectable el881e1 reaide at a distance from 
tbe · p~.tblic'~d. :·: · · · · · ·· · · . • 
·. -We .arrivedt- abont four- ·in the :evening at a fann-houae - ca11ed 
Madeil'88,· beloaging to Captain Joee Pinto de Sousa •. · ~ne 'situatioa 
is · cold nod·· salubrious. the vicinity well-watered,~ aod aboundiog ifl 
:ftne .tracta of·arahle and pasture land, .but deplorabl.r neglected. Tlle 
owner~· to prefeJ ease,. with inconvenience, .to·laboort with ·cem
'lbrt1;: •and,- 'satisfied with ·the spontaneous bounty of nature; cared 
little about improving it ·by industry. The bouse itself was ·misenlblf 
tMitr of- repair:·· its walls, which.. mnliat.ed ef lattice-work pluteted 
with cl-_y, .were full of boles and crevices;.aod its roof wa in; a :te11 
erazy -.nd shat~reti condition· •. ·We fared but poorly, and palled. a 
-verfindiWerent night';' often reflecting. oa ·the .apathy aqd· Jiatlels in,. 
-doleDce o(tbe l*Jple ( who, 'houcht·\te, in a·~kf.elimatewould life, 

.. · .. ~. . ''·· .. ' .. , .. . - IJ : • ;. '• ."• .. J I .. ',' ' • ' 
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in· a dwelliog fall r;l orack• 8lld ai~holes, ·whelt~ a-few d.._ ol:inuid 
.migbt:reader it comparatively. cqmfortable ! . : . . . . . . . . : . . . ·. :; 
: .. From this place; .~hichis an lwnd.W.ntiles .from ·PA>Jt.Q d&·EttrellaJ 
we contiaued · o~r route ·next :day over .a dJain· of ·~nntailltt! ttQQDg 

·.which .we · eilcountered ·other .ta]Js of the Pantiba ·~ it,.. aeurae, 
·apd, traveniag a. tract of cloae wood·land, .arriv.ed at .a:•tat.iQD :callecf. 
the ~ueuda do Juee . .de Fuera. ·. Rete we p~red, :fNsh ...... , aDd 
.proceed~d for. a. considerable dietanceon the ascent, .w.hea we meC widi. 
two plante11 from .M.inp N ovaa, who were;goi08.to Bio de J.aneiro. with 
forty~six mules loaded .witb .. cotton,:p~toked in ra,-w.bida• each. beeS 
:carrying two packages ... ·They h•d ~nearly th~ montb&·.on. the 
JO&d ... We •vailed: ounelves of their kind oftera to carr.y ·.~~lligeoa: 
w our friends in the .capital,,. and gaye them letten for .that purpose • . 
.. The.nemainder of our day's.journey. aftOrded fe~.ineideoa-. wotth 
,.otice. We obaerved aevaraJ. pines. of ·a aiDgular· .apecles.: whicJa 
·y.ielde41 abundance'of rain. . ln.ooe part of tbe . .-oad .l ahot ·a.mO&' 
beautiful bird, the name of which I could not learn, bq\ was iaiormed 
that it11ew about much :in. the night. In another part, "e aeticed a 
beast of ·prey, · which. :was erosiiJag, the· road . before us,·and 8ed at our 
approach. . I killed a .small water-snake, with . .two fins. ilear ita v~t:. 
. · W.e arrived tOwards evening· .at the Fazeoda· of ·.Antooie Fenera, 
formerly a good houe, but now almost iD rui~. The o'Wne~.:was not 
at home; bil.t;his old ·negro,.servaois pro'Vid~ as .haodsomeJy for.. Ul 

• we could have expected them to do. if be had been. ple8ellt. · W • 
made a .tolerable.supper of. atewed fowls,. with the .addition.of a fiae 
wild turkey. which I had kiJied in the vicinity. I may~ Qb,tn4t 
that a travellerin this country should neglect no opportunity:of pro
viding for himeelf with.bia guo,. aa be ia never. cer.t.ia of JH'Ia'-ble fate 
at the places:where be alights. .: . . . .. . .. r 1 . •.• • •• : .· . . . .. 

; !fbe .surface of. the oouutrJ it in general .,od stroog clay;. all.~ 
rocks are 10f primitive granite, in the eompoeitio.n of wbiQh ho~"'" 
predominates •.. We this day. pateed the site of tbe·~nt . gold~~"~ 
·ing, which ia very small, and hubeen many years •landooed. The 
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iWuleu bave la great clleal of oaide Of U. .io 8111811 ·grains· mbecl witfa 
the sand in their eddies.! ·ln·IOIJle:plat:es ·tbe ·gnmite is iD. a dt.coin• 
pORi~. itate; and there are large aodulea .of what the Germans call 
~tein• 'Which· appear not unlike balalt. The air in these eleva red 
4istrids ·is ·flela and cool; except :rrom two to bar o'cloclt ib tbe 
denloon; wheo·I f0011dit rather hot; In ·tbe eveaiog, while a~ausing 
ou..-.es with shooting, ·we·oblened.a:ouill ia a ·friar's lsabit, lritlt * 
JaOx '-ring :a picture of tbe ·Virgin, faateoed •to his waist ·by a ·belt. 
Hi.faoe ·was·overgrowa· with·llair~· and; his whole appearance .eteeed,: 
iagly 1ri1d and' uo000tb. On inquiry, we were inbmed tJiat tru. 
ettraoreiUawy : figure waa· a· lam it ; and that he bad embraceid this 
a.teie·-&·of:life by 'Way'ofdoing·penance for 801Re great crime • 
. ·:H~'riag :pursued:our dinftion· while day-light las~, we returned 

to :the bouse,- where, f8r •the· int .time "since our departare from. Rio~ 
•.e:p..rtook'Of a ~ble meal, ·a~d regaled ounelves with a bottle 
ofetoellent madeira, whicb ·JDy·worthy companion bj ·goOd fortune 
bad ·bnJaght with him. · 
• : 1We set out nert day t», san-rise, · and proceeded aooie miles abig 
•JtDJenlbl8 road. · '.Vhe ..uie& as ife ad.anced were wider, aiMi more 
.. y of adtivation, bot; the ·aaoantlrins were 'ellCessively steep. On 
Pe~~· giuliod 'oar general ·p8ce wag three or foor miles· an boor, but 
tm tbe-aoclivities we .prOceecled lliowJy, and w.ere obliged to observe 
fllfety. step of Our males, and· to t.lanceoumelves aecordiDgly. This 
aetion "oftbe ~y produees no· perceptible cooaequences fur d1e first 
h day&;. bUt derwardi it.begi"ns to· torture the loins 'wiih a species 
oft)umb.go. .. · l · · · · · · 

After ·a·joumey of twenty-eight miles, which ·occupied nioe hm:ans; 
we:foundoursel•es at ·aix.in·the eveaing at a small farm.Jlouee r.aJieci 
Fazenda de Doiia CIIU'B and Doia Maria. Tbeae two good ladies 
IK)noankl ·us with -a more. polite reeeptioo ·than lfe had hi·therto ex
'perieueed on the jo•riey. It being the festival Of St. BartholomeW'. 
-a•great hQiiday ·among the· Bruilians, they had prepated a more 
•umptuoue ~ than .uw.ual, ·of· wtaich. they ICindiJ !nvi~ ·ua ·~ p~~ 
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take. We were tbe more . sensible .. of this- act ot hoe pi tal~ • bet;:au,.. 

it ev.ideatlJI proceeded. &om sinC81'e sood-wiU; and,.Jil~e the · widow:~• 
mite, .derived additiomd merit from the: amaU.e.; ·of tbe:&tore whidl 
supplied· the meam of performiag it. Tbeir·establilhuwnt seeme4 
barely. pro•iMd: with: oeeeuar.ies.; and the ·ll0111ae. ia wh~ they Jived 
'ftB ill built· and. sauJtily funrisbed. We. could nat hut •mi• at ~
earnestnese with which one of these · worthy ladiiJSt oomplained of ~ 
hardnes& of. the .timee ;· they. paid, she obaemd~ .• moidore evezy ~lK'$1 
years in taxes. How: t.ppy; thought :we; •ould .aur. Eoslish spm.t;en 
ofsleoder incomes deem tbemlelv.es in: being.soJigbtly·aueuedl· .. , 
- .we paesed. tbe evening tolerably~ haviog·pro'videtl ·~lve&;l\1ith 
candles, which. we . found very. ~y· both' here and m .othu 
pla4'ft··on the· mad,; fon the· room• in,general are • lightled:·only. by;,a 
glimmering lamp, which: rathar·aup1euta·tban. diminishe..tlleir·Dif» 
lancbf>l.y .gloom~ . · : .... .... ;. . . . :i 
. · In tbe morning we were infui!ID8d that tbe·mules whicbJ'had•beell 
provided for us over-night were taken away.from.the~table. This so en• 
raged· our. soldier\ that· he immediately I'OC1e in iquest·ofi tbem,. bN»Ught 
them ~k, and: preaed odie•' for• ~ ~iee. We: here· saw· the 
Colrvenieocel{)ftnwelling·under.Offioial.IOrdere~.bad.weaot ·been iSO pNL 
Yided, we might ba1111 becaespelld to.a.mMt~~aUoua delay.: These 
military requisitioM .of cattle; nay be coosidered. b.)' the- owner·as a 
·grievaRce·; but· be geuerally in6'1emnifte. himsetf. by 'high charges •to 
1Jther trav~lel'9, and by-impositions.-in • ·the~way; of trade. 
. Being now within. the· prorioce of Minu Gen1es, (a•country fatnet! 
·at Riede Janeiro for iti ~t'xcellent cheese;) I expeeted to ·see some 
improvement·· in the C!ondition ofi tbe -cooo·try,- somt ettabliebmeot 
worthy of being called a farm, -:-some ·dwelling, constructed net 
merely f.or sheJter:but ·for eomfoit. ].hof*lttle f61JJ&rk ·amoogthe ia
·babitants that air of health and -animation which spriags:from the iot
vigoratiog· occupation& ana· cheering punuita ~ husbantlr.)* ·; ·but' de 

IUch pleasing change was ·perceptible : the· same want of. exertif1a 
prevailed here as in other •parts of. tbe country:~ tbe people seemed 
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to aCt as if the tenure by whif;h they h~ t~~r Janda was .. about to 
be abolished; all around them had the appe:arance (.)~ make-:ihift :. 
their old . houses, · fatt ... has~ning .to de~, bore· no .m-.rk., of repair 
~bout them: . wh~rever a bit of garJI~n~ground wu. .i~·d, .it .~P,- . 
peared over-run with weeds ; where coffee-trees, . p~anted in. for.anet . 
years; ttill existed, the p~~t oc;cupi~rs. we~ t<>O indol~1;1t.. ~o gatbei ·. 
the fruit': no i~Josu~s were m~ fqr. p.astqrage; a Jew, go~ suppl~ 
lb&..lit.l]e :milk that · w~ consu~; . ~nd C9)VS':;-milk W¥ ~ely to b,e · 
Pfoo.Un:ci.' ,On o~rving t~ qeplprable ~qsequeru.:es.' of ~~:apa~~ · 
o( tbe · iohabita:n~ I equid not .J>ut reflect 011 ,the •dY&Qta~ w;bich , 
mjpt a~rue nvm the introciuc;iiQn Of the ;E~glis~ .. systeD:t .of •3fic'ul:
tJ.tie.-a~~ ~hem .. 'fhe ~~~D;lple o(a: ~iqg~~ 9u"~' conducted ?JlJhat.,. 
s~tellJt: ~gbt gQ far towards · i'ousi~g the .peopJe. f~OPl .~heir s)QthfW ., 
etate ; and, w:~ they.once.f~t tb~r fa~td.ties. •wakened, they 'wquld ' 

• • , ,, I J I 0 · , ., , ,, ) • , • ' ., , 0 ; 

~ ~ba~D:e4 w lounge_ al>9u~ as. the1 .~w ~~' .UI~~er an Q}d ·grea~ coat, , 
for.:day,.~pber, ~~n~~~t.O, themseiv~:t. _,nd ()bj~ts ~f contelll,pt . 
.to all sttWlgers.wbo aee. t~~· · :. · , .. · .. . ·. ... . . . .. 
·· . ~ n~t pla~ we ~isit~, ~ quitti ... ~e.~~e,nce of· th• pld . 
ladies. .. pffered, ~very requi,e• for making the expetimept aQc>ve .ab
Jup~d.t() •. It was .. a ~a.~l~ Maot:eF,ta, . sitlla.~d'i,n the latPst: 
pJ~n we ~d hitherto traversed, copsistiag 9,f iif;h 1•nd watered .b1 : 
numewu~ s~s~ .'l)le ~·tab.Ji~~m.ent __ wu in a~~ state ~ ~· .. 
. with: the hou~ .was falling to ruin, .. and tb~ :~utds about ~t .we~ ·· 
over-run with weeds and hOJsb-wood. What more. desirable ~i.t.u~. 

• · ,. l. • • • " • • • I • • .\ 

tion~ exclaimed _I to my com.panion, equid. _an English farmer S<!lect I . 
. !Jere ·c•ttle of . ever.Y .':lescriptioo a~ ch~p; .co.ws ,and. ox~~ at t:w~ ~ 
y~ old ma1 ~ purchf:88Ci at SOs, or 40& •. peJ h~ ~- e~c~~Jent h~, , 
.m>m ®so to 81. e,ch ; &Od pip, · popltr.)'! $Dd Qt~~r live-stock, a.t ~ 1 

pr.ic~ toQ triftiog to ~ntion. Here island which, .u.oder the influ~qce . 
. of this genial ~imate~ is ~pable of yielding two-hu~d~~fold ;, h~~ . 
. is wpod in al>un~anoe for every purpoee ; excellent clay for makil)g · 
:hricJt.s; ~nd w.ter atc;:omnuu~d. Yet all the~ advantages are lost~· 
.tlJe. prese~t OCCQj)iers, who CODJider them ioo· C~eap to he ya)uable.; . 
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and, per,petua11y, hankering after the precious minerals, seem to think 
that the onlj standard for e9timating the glfl:s of nai~re, is the difti• 
ciJltyof obtaining them. · · · · 
. · Having ~d the hamlet of St. Sebastian•s, ;re &rrived Ia~ ·in the 
everiirig. ·at Bordo do Cainpo, a village conSisting . of 'about twenty 
houses,' the best of which is that of Captain Rodrigo de Lima, ·who, · 
onle&roing our situation; kindly t.Ook us-in for the 'night. While sup-· 
'per was preparing, we '·had some conversation with hitn respecting the . 
agiiculture 'and· produce' of the neighbourhood; in' the course· of which 
be paid much attention tO oor obser\rations; and prothised next ·day · 
tO shew tis' the system be· purlued. · ·· At the re}>ast, which · was speed• 
ily anrio1:mced, "be intrOduced us tO his wife' and dauglitei-,' ·and a lacly. • 
wbo was tHen on a vish·to them.· ·Tliis'·was . an · unetpeCted·act of: 
politeness~ and ··one w'bicb had never yet been exercised tbwatds bs by. 
any m'&ster ofii&miftin 'the 'whole cotirie' of our journey . . The few : 
feintUeS we·oecaaionally aaw·at any former place gen~y tecluded ; 
themselves on out arriva1Antrdtiring oln' 8tay; and,-wheii' the.r~e 
near OS . 'by chance, the1. commonly ~~away in U muCh app&.rent 

. alarm' as if ~ey had beeri &ccu~iomed tb . be frighteriecf at 'the· niube ' 

. of an. Englishman .. ·. The ladie8 appealed in very neat dresses Of. Eitg· 

. )ish manufacture, -with • profUsion of ·gold: cbai'tia abOut their neeks; 
which are' always WOM on receiving 'or pay1ng, visits.. Their conver.;. ' 
aatiori was gay and ~nliv~riing~ :' they we~ very inquiaitivie respeCting . 
the cG.tume of English wom~p·; • and 8eenied quite· astonished ·at bear.,. 
ing . that they wore ·caps, it being never the custom among the ~ 
Eilian ierhales· to. cover their heads until advanced. in ·yean. · They .· 
ornament' their hair with combs~ frequently of gold, a~d very . richly 
wrought. 'Wine was iotroduced~ of which the ladies could not be . 
prevailed on to partake : they gave our bealths by putting the' glass 
to· their lips. · Afte~ · supper,. th~ table was covered with delicious 
sweet-meats ; when, being desirous of-paying the lady of the bouse a 
.compliment. ·y .sp<>ke highly or their excellence, and presu'med that 
the fruits were preserv.ed under her immediate direction:. but.Jbe as-

. .. . .. X .. . . • 
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thred me to the centrary, ·awl otiserY~ taat .lier negra did all that 
sort of dlJRiestic work. I perceived•· oi imagined, :that she was rather 
offended at my remark, and therefore apologized by eaying, that it 
Wa& DOt UbCOJolllOll i>r \be .ladies ia Enpo.i to intereet themselves 
ptnonally in the coocems of housewifery. The remainder of the 
eYenin8 paased otf V«Y· agreeably. 

On Jooking ou.t of my chat~~ta-window the followiog morniag, I 
w.as surpriaed to see two ·a...u and vmy neat iaclOMJret, in oae of 
which 6ax .._.growing. &Dd·.ia the otla wheat. The latter, which 
appareatly.IHid. beea eown.about aeren weeks, was very poor aDd un
pJCaiaiog: the grmuad had · tao much water, aacl seemed of lafle to 
bave 00. flooded. Otu boat De(IP'W us with a breakfast of stewed 
fowl, e&celhmt coffee .aad milk, and a dim~ feijooea, with maodioea 
and bUltewd· tout ; after which he coaducted us to his iadoearcs 
·. The flax wu. very Malthfulaod atrollg: he told us he cut • it tine 
or :four ti•·• year, aDd tBat it \9118. drelleli, spuo, and wovea ia 8 
o_.. :house ... He.grew: but-JiUie, Jtariog a«asioo for no more than 
wbat•Q&we-1 his domeatic JlU'IPOIGI· The wheat, he told Ill, ... 

blighted. He shewed. us. a sample of last year's growdi; which wa1 

ftr.y· poor, amse, .00. foul. The mills are of. similar coialtruclioa to 
1b01e. used. at Cabta Gallo, bu.t I did· DOt ob.eNe a pair of stooes fit 
- tbe gmnding af. wheat.. . 

.l BOw espi6tsN a wisla to see his dairy, which the good geatlmiaa 
Hamt-dialely oCCMlplied with. lastead of ao apartment, .sadl aa I es• 
pected to. imd, fittecl up aad kept in order for that sole purpose, I 
:trat 6heJm iato;a: kind ·of dirty store....oo.D; the ameli of which was ia
tolerable. n.e pi*n~ I waa ~d, ·was not tbe time for meking 

.. oheeae, as: the ·oowa ga¥e milk "Oialy in the rainy aeasoo. · 'I begged to 
eee tne· ·implements ued in .the process; and oa examining them 

. . . ' ~ 

• In this country the practice of ·cutting fiax is attended. with great aucc:eu, and is pre-
ferred ~o ·that. of .,uH~ng'it, which prenils elsew~ete •. The fibres, th011gh cut, are OOnaidmd 
hficiientl' ·loftg :te.- span aa mttle Wo good COIItiDOD linta. The old reab prodaoe ft!etl 
·llloots Uu:rediblJ ~ 
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fband, to my utter astoniahment, tbatneither ~ .Yaia .DQr clotba·hacl 
been washed since they were last uaed, and the milk~paila, &c. Yef'! ill 
the ·same condition. This suftieiently accounted for . the o6easive 
emell w bioh I had perceiYed oo entering the plaoe. When I asked 
to see the utensil used for inakimg butter, ao apology was made by 
stating tbat it was not in the way: the.y bad obsei'Ped my. disgust at 
the Other vessels, and probably thought tbat this was equally an&t:to 
be inspected. I did all in my power to inform our worthy hoat:oftbo 
manner in which English dairies were coaducted, and g&Ye h~ te

yeral directioos which he wrote down, bat seemM quite incllifereat 
about adopting them. Oa enquiry, I fouod that no provision 
was made for the ·eon ; there were ao houses erected for miJkiag. 
and that operation was frequeotly aeglectecl, aad at all times badl1 
performed. 
. The premise& bore trares of the industry a ad :taste ... the foriDttl' 
fJCCupants : there was a mud-wall round them, en001Dp8111iDg about 
all IM:'fe of ground, which, when. perfect, must have given the whole 
ta retired aJKI comfombJe appearance; but .it Was DOW partly bmJrea 
down and in ruias. The steps leading to the front door of the dwell
ing were of the lapis ollaris, or pot-stone, of which nbstance there is 
a. stratum in the vicinity. · 

Our cattle being ready_ we mounted about eleYen in the foreooaa. 
returnirtg thanks· to our ho&t, and oWering to pay for. the accommoda
tions we bad met with ; :but the only compensation J.e reqoired. waa 
a promise on our part 'to pass a day or two with him on our retum. 
The ladies, who bad not appeared. at breakfa,st, came out upon tbo 
gallery, and very pleasingly and politely wished· us a goodjoumey. 

Resuming our route, we passed several small farms, aDd obsenled 
that the blight had destroyed all their bananas, aDd withered their 
coffee-trees. My t:bermometer at the time was not lower tbao 5r, bat 
tbedama~ had· been done some days before by a sharp souther~ind. 
lil some parts of the road· there . were very small inclosuresr.ef ftu · ~ 
rye. The country now appea~ more opent and tile .. woodl;aceitery 
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lay af.a greater distance. . We rOde by·the side of a .~ ... oun
t8ln, whicli was·covered to an extent of three miles with qual'U, a.Dd 

·prOduced little ·or no .herbage, except a species, of wiry or windle. 
grass; which ·was much ·parched by the sun; We descended a- deCli
vity tremendously steep.,' and full a mile in length, at the bottom of 
which We crossed · the Rio 'das Mortes, here a small rivulet. · On its 
further· bank ia an alt&llage, or inn, called= Registro V elho, (Old Be-

. gister) ·~ing originally built as ·a searchilig-office, to prevent ·the 
·amugling of gold... Proceeding· hence, the eye ia again relieved from 
CODfined · woQd.soeuery by the prospect of a grand ampbitheatre.ef 

. moontaips, . which are .. bound~ b.Y others of amazing ·magnitude, 
, covered with .. forestB. · · On. the side of one hill, which we skirted ob
.liqueJy, I obtenred several crystall~· ~asses, which, on ex•mina-
tion, ·proved to be clusters of cubes of ferruginous quartz .of a. datk
brown oolour. -We shortly afterwards arrived at· a village c•lted 

· Barbuinas, .eituated on a commanding eminence, in a molt-fertile 
country, · and ·apparently contaiaing about two hundred dwelling
houses: Wh~le -we stopped to take som~ refreshment, n~mbers of the 
inhabitants came to loOk at us, having never before seen Englishmen, 
an~. being on the rack of curiosity ~ know the objects . of Qur jo~r
ney. At this place two gfeat roads from the· mining country unite. 

. ;mel fonu the main road .to Rio de JaBeiro. That ~· the westward 
1e8da fn:Jm·St. J.oio del Bey, Sahara,· and Cuiaba; the ·other from 

. Y.illa: Ri~ Maiiaua, Villa do· Principe, Tejuoo, Min~ Nov~, &e • 
. Being a ~rt of half-way station to the capital, and the last open ·pJaee 
: on .the road, it is. mu~h frequeated by people from various parts of 

the interior, . and .. bas a ·considerable traftic in various articles, parti
eobu-ly baiael, cotton goods, salt, and iron. Many of the shop& were 
well stocked .with English manufactures. The place is go''erfted by 

. an Ouvi~or, or justice of the· peace, and a military officer. · In its 
: neighbOurhood there ia a quarr.y of. soft, whitish granite, from· which 
. nnll-stones are made; but, from the specimens I saw of it, the mate- · 
... rial moat be. very u..Ot .for auch a purpose~ 
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-~ We ·arrived; aboat : four in the evening, at. a poor .place caiJed 
i' Reseqoinba, the. owner of which made .every provieion for us which 
, bis u:anty means afforded. He dispatched a negro to gather grass 
for the mules, which is here incredibly scarce; and killed us a fowl 

i or two for. dinner. The time previous to that meal jhun~ heavy on 
our hands; there were oo birds to a110rd ua .an hour's shooting, and 

. we bad no source of diversion, m:cept. that which the lively fa~cy 
: ~md inexhaustible humour of my companion aft"orded. ·We dio8fl 
heartily about seven o'clock on .stewed fowls · and mandioca, which 
fuiJy supplied the want of bread. That article is so extremely ac&~ 

, in these parts, that even the popuJous village of Barbasinas, though 
. situawd in. the richest com-district of the province, could, furnish 
. us . only one rusk.. Being overco~e with wearineaa, we prepared 
for rest. One of our beds was placed .on the table, the other oo· a 
dried hide stretched upon the clay Soo.r. Tbese·were miserable ac
commodations; but sleep knows little distinction between the bovei 
~d the ~ace, and .a man ' thoroughly disposed . may. enjoy it as 

. ~undly in one u io the other. So. it was with my companion; be 
, was in a profOund slumber. within. five minutes after be had lain. 
down, in despite. of the rough materials of. which bis paJiet .was 

. composed. Mine prevented me from sleeping, and· compe11e<fme 
to sit up during most of the night ; it consisted, , as well as ·his, 

. of the leav.e$ of. Ind.ian com crammed iuto a bag, with the mouth 

. ti~d up ; but tbe careless negro •bo performed . that operation .bad 
_ oeglected to. pick out the core or pith from w.hicb the gra~ is rubbed 
, to. that there was oo finding. ao · easy posture . upon it. I -sat 
_ Jnusing, .on the absolute w.retcbedness of every .thing around ; a mi
'• lfl'&ble lamp hUQg ·over our he~a and threw a dismal glimmer 
. through the epartment; the 8oor was uneven and broken. into boles; 
. ·dle;table on which we bad. dined consisted of one large plank of: a 
, 'quality not discovci'Jlble without. · the .. assistance of a scraper, as it 
-.J.-d never. )leeu cleaned since it was made ; there was not a chair.~r 
any thing resembling a seat, ex«;ept , an . antique bench with. a baa 
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io'it, fixed at .a.distaace on one side Of the table~ aQ· ·that s010e oi 
the guests-bad to. take their repast standing. The ~y beaeta ,io·the 
out-l'louiJUI were better provided for· than. the .master, if we might 
judge .from the-healthy conditioa of those we saw, whose slothful 
apathy could ·be matched only .with that of the s,viue they· fed. 
· We left Resequinha an boor after day-break, and entered. on some 
clayey ground which-caused our mules ro come down frequently, 81 

ihey were unshod. The.day being SUilday we found sooaediftic&iky 
in procuring fresh mules~ as they were all engaged in taking their 
muter& to·mass. After proceeding. about a league and a Jmlf we 
arri•ed at the fazenda de Gama, 'consisting of a 800d man~ion and 
lome out-buildings. The house, which is the residence of a. major, 
stands on an eminence in a fine open country, beautifully ·interspersed 

. with ~Jumps af trees and small patches of wood, but wholly. tJBcaJ. 
tiYated and destitute of inclosures. The land appeared much burnt 
up, and ill aupplied with water, but the va11eys, we, .were told, 
abounded in numerous streams &fld rivulets. Having stopped at the 
door we were saluted by the voice of·a fine motherly-looking lady 
eppa;ently about forty, who-invited us to alight, which we readily 
obeyed, having accasion to change our baggage mule. Two yoong 
ladies, . the daughtem f1l the one whom we had first seen, came on 
the galJery to w~lcome us. As the morning was . cool, they were 
covered with purple mantles of baise which left only a part of the 
face ·exposed, but shewed- us sufficient to prove that the females of 
this prov·inee, here called mineras, are above mediocrity in personal 
charms. This opinion was confirmed on entering the ·bouse, wh~re 
these ladies appeared to much greater advantage; th~y were in the 
bloom of health, rather taU in stature; and in their air and gestures 
extremely graceful. We had just entered into conversation when 
in came our soldier to announce that the baggage mule was loaded, 
and that the day wa11 110 tar spent as barely to allm:' time ·enough to 
reach the next station before night. This honest fellow for the first 

·time on our journey was the bearer of unwelcome news . .. I asked 
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Jliui why \1e did DOt bring 11!1 to this .iQaneion Jaat .~igh~ insflead. of 
llaltiog at the miserable dog-ltole of Reeequinha.. " A.h .Sir," replied 
he . .- " the mules· could travel no further." " Tlaen you might have 
eold us of this-delightful place and we wooldbawe walked hither had 
it been doable the distance." How muclt more merrily' -should we 
awe paaed the evening, thought I, Oil observiag two fine .guitan boos 
up in a closet that was accidentally openec:l. The mother, who now 
came in, gaTe us an invitation to stop, .regretting that ber·husbad• 
being co~fined by illness to his bed, was unable ~ pay bi& ·respeCt; 
to us in penoo. We exPft'SSI!d our disappoiatmeat at. not being 
able to alfail our.seives of this invitation, and again related how. iH 
we bad pasaed the night at Resequinba. ·" ·Y est obaen-ed ODe ei 
.the daughters very facetiously, c' men alone .make very insipid so
ciety; yoa wouJd hue .been much better ~ woold not you ?'.' 
Our soldier again came to say that -the baggasie· Jnie ·was out m 
sight, .and that.wesJaould be .in dangerof.IOsiog our.tNLy.. T.he.matle, 
eaid I, .may surely fQr once fall lame to accommodate us, -or 8G8Ie 

hlcky .mi&fortune may occur tJO giv~ us a · ptae:d for proloaging ·our 
stay. We were at length obliged to yield to· the presaiag l'eiJlOilO. 

ttraoces of .our tolciier;- ·and took leave of the good lady and her 
amiable dan~~ . promisiag :to . visit them OD otir return. We par. 
sued our journey,- with reluctaace, over a dftm:y tmct of couau-y. 
pasaiog at intervals through .-11 ~a, w.here we shot a few wood .. 
peekers, here calJed carpinteros, a name Mdlitiently cbuacterittic 
of their peculiar habits. The incessant b~Dg which they make 
with their beaks may be heard 8t coD8idel:aiD1e distance. No iDci .. 
dent worth mentionittg occurred in this day"s journey, waich t.er. 
minared at Bandera de Coelho, where we arrived at tun-set. A 
more dirty and slovenly place, ia a finer situation, we never vi
sited. It was with grmt difticu]ty that my negro-boy procwred \II 
a pot of my IMJI't to c1reu ·us a fowl aad some beaos .for supper. 
Tt.e kitchen wu a mere dirt-hOle, blackeaed with .soot and smoke 
al»ve aDd all around, and coveMd with mud and ~Jth belo" : tbe 
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'cookiag utensil wu a pot placed on three. stones And heated by· a 
&re of green wObd. The owner was very assiduous in helping a-. 
ana heartily· desired· tu 1o make free~ He was· reputed tD be a nnua 
of cenaiderable property, · which be had accumulated by selliag com 
for the troops of lll\llea· which frequently stop here, and are poe
rally better ~comodated than his biped guests. We procured.aome. 
thiag in tbe form of a· supper, and passed the night under the saDJB 
iort~ ..bed as that· which· sheltered our eattle,. and on bedd~ng YfSY 

· titde saperior in -quality·to thein. · · 
· . The experience of' this ftigbt cotnpleted the catalogue of incoo
•eDi«aaces ·to which we had been espoeed since the colim~~cemeot 

. ofoer1oiumey. lwould adviSe every traveller who pUI'S!JE!fl tb~ same 
-route~ to ptoride 'himself·~with bed and blankets, a atock.·of tea. 
. &Upr, caodlee. liquon, .. soap, and salt, two kettle& and .• d~n~iog
'llotD:.(for"iD few places wiR be meet with any of these arti~ea), u. 
wieU as an umbretla, which can by no nieans· be dispenaed with. The 
wllole ef tru. eqoi~ is necessary for ~ pei'IOn who travels t.
make oble"atioua·on the country, and will require at least two 
ba ... mules to carry· it.· · · · · · . 
. We set; oat· aert morning·· at' six, without breakfast, not being 

able to pJOCUre either col'ee .or milk ; and proceeding ~ milea 
through a fine .open country, arrived at a large villase called LOuza, 
containiag full two thousand inhabitants. It is wen· built, but aa. 
r was iafonned, bas much declined froin its former consequence, 
which it owed· priueipally to the rich niines in its vicinit.J liow a}. 

molt esbauad" We procmed a tolerable break~t of coft"~ a~ 
eggs;at a ·vend randf 'while we partook of it, were much aiiiUied ~, 
the numbers 'of .iohabitants, who· crowded the door in eager curiot 
sity .. to ..ee us, asking a · variety Of queltions of a political· nature; 
and forming endless conjectores respecting the object of our jouiney .. 
· Leaving tbia vilJage about eleven o'clock__ we proceeded: aloDJ .a 
range_ of mountains eoinposed of argiDa:ceous schistus, and: pUled a 
biB covered with' micaceous irori ore ; in one 'part of it there was· a 
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Ueltk that' shewed ;tbe. atmtu0;1 (:whichJ~ppeared: perpendicuJa.z)-: of 
-ferruginous matter, .. or pro~bly , it . W88 ~.StroOt Vein· which traveaed 
-the mountain. ..I was n.ot a little surprised to.find. thattbe :road; : for 
above half a ;mile~ was covered: with rich •iroo.-oree• • l i . ' • ~ •. I·. . . . 
· · We·pa~sed.a pJac;:e ·called .Alto.de Vjrgioia, .where, · . .as··well as in 
the .virlinity, to a. oorlsiderabl~ .e~tent•··~ are .gold ... ~athi&gs. ;"Bicb 
.hear the general naiJle• of .tabras -~ :Virginill. .. · le¥~ed. tbe' heapi 
'·of debris, but found in them :nothing~ bqt rqtUMied ;quarts: eae:femi~ 
gini>us matter . . Joorpeying )~( a league Jurthert .we came tit-'the 
gc>la~washlngs of .St.· Antpnio: de .. O.f9,.~~, . where ·billpcka Qf·· the 
sa.rrie maierials abounded ; . ~nd. w.e: 8PQJl. afterward' en to red; too. ,oor 
and almost'cleserte.d ·vi~Iase.~ the :ta~ame,.~qo•i~ about five 
JtuOdred·&ouls. We had .ali ro.view>.with 'the:eom.-..daot,· ·wt 
toilld o~tam nothimg in:_the•,fa.Y. ~ ~(res~meot; . .4\deod the· few ·people 
we .saw ·iter~~ n~j .:~a~ ·fat:fl'Qu(bei~ag abla to :,.apPly. our wan~ 
they. teeiBed ~-.crav~'allt~ hea·.b>; sa.tisfy·.their .~w-o, . aoo.·eyefi U.. 
as ift~~y expe~ted ~e . ~·d :b~~u$ht ~~ - soroethi.~g.: .. GJad,t()get 
ihV.ilJt from this wretched place; ·we continue4 ~.joJlrne;!tlarougb . a 

JUeeeBsiOn':Of: ·6ae v~le,xs,. ancbarrive~tabout.f•r·4'~ckiat- tbe-~.tbbt . 
~a ~dous· mountaitJ, overhu• w.itlj .cleuda... ~f.he,asceot. wu· 
eo· steep ~~at; judgi~g i~ hi vai~ •tO a,t.te~p~. to·-tide,~I eismounted; . 
our soldier, wbQ waa :a .Jightet apair. t,han, :myself, exehaoged ·m•tles· .' 
with Die, ·and up we went in. a mgtt;ag. di~on ·tor· half an hOur .. when . 
.we fOund OuJ~)YeS immersed.io a:t.Qiok oJoud,. w.hicb .for ·som.e time · . ~ . . . . . 

hindered us from·. seei~g .~qr: VVJJ.Y.; . ,We1 lVeJ'e .at- length able· to . pro. · 
c~dt and ·in many. ~~ t~d ~o IJlOPDt :up·ledges,.neatly -two :feet · 
perpendicular, which .we ~rf~med "itbout. alighting, as' our Saddles ' 
we.t'e secured. f~m- sJipping 0W behind . by a·. litiVPg ·Btrap· pasaiilg 
round the mule's neck. It is considered .yery: .~.-fe .to. ditmount to 
these ascehts, for the. anim~s go ~u~b lea1.8teady . wheD. led · than 
wben ridden. · · At · seven··o·~IOC:k .. we ~bed: the.suawnit; 'vbere. 
though night ~ -setti~g· in, . we . fuuild .• it :OO,essa~y to .rest .half an 
hour; · and then proeeoded a leagu~ in!~ dark ·without our'bagpge 
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mule, . whiuh~ being unabJe td keep pace \lrith us, had been ~ft ia 
charge of two of OUl' men and the negro-boy. We 'ftl!e · under 
little apprehensiba for the ~ty of oar property, though, aa we 
afterwards learnt, the JKMDI" •nimal was down above twenty times 
in the ooune . of the asceaL · About eight· o'clock. we reached 
Alto de Moro, oar bagage arriring about an hour after. . Here we 
halted for the night in one of the beat icna we had hitherto seen, 
the boatels of whieb soon provided us with a comfurtable supper. af 
whieh we partook ~ heartily and paased an agreeable eveniog. 
The good older and propriet; which· ieigned ia tlla inn ooofirmed an 
bbltnation w ·had often made_ tltat of aD houaes on the toad t1loae 
11nder the directioa of .femaMs were managed with most ability~ iuad 
certainly a'IOrded tt. beit acn'OIIUDOdations. I may add. that tbm 
. prevailed in them that evident di&pGsition and 1riBh to oblige whicla 
perally ·makes ·up ·for. aay deicitncy, .. and by appealing to a 
stranger's liberality makes·. hi• satls&ed with ·whateve; is set befcft 
-hiln. . . 

The land, tl!.rough which we this day .,aaMd, appeared m~h 
bumt u~ being: in. ~enl v«y· bare of. vegetable aoil- and ha"riD8 
few trees 10 defend it againilt the heat of the aun~ In: the GlOtlhilaius 

we ttbserved several slit>• or bteab which preseated abtupt and si~ 
gular masses. Jying ill all dirctctieos like confllled ~ap& Of arch~ 
tectural min~ disclosing ~eiD$ of .aft talc,. and some oascalbio poor 
m ·gold. . The . s.-tum was argiUaceous distu&, . Tery femtgiuout, 
and mabk. At· . ttse bottom of tb81e slips, · Which appeared ro be 
caused by ibe disnapture of one part of the mountain from the other 
(probably tlrrough the infiltration of water), there were small streams 
whreh !in ·miny 1reatber 11teJl into torrents, and bunt through their 
~banneltt with great uelo'city. 

The ·nert day, it·-~ng our intention Clo reach Villa .Rica before 
night, ~ &et;out at an ·early hour, notwithstatKiing the cold .clowdy 
weather and ·the _heavy clew Wirieh ~vaiied. We passed through a 
.t.re aftd :Mae4W· ~ct·bf;oowatry., pre1e11ting similar ~laancteristits to 
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fiiloeabaYe:dMc~.: .. N•n·alplaoe .atd Cap6o, I 'l'Qde down a
hill· e0l1eal: .with: rich·ilbtl ore .i4 i.ueb proft$i0Jl that· toM tnigbt have· 
been: .gathered from ·the· au:rfaoe. · Prooeedibg a. short distance farther 
we .-ftyed .at *-bouse, tbe;ow~r' Qf whieb, we efterwards understood• 
possessed a :topaz •. mine. in· the· Beigbboarbood. The mention of a:· 
fllliDe of :topazes: exeit.ed my o~iosif.1, u ·it gave me the ide" of a 
vein .worked 11nder-gmund, and. e011tainiog ~boee substances io the 
matrix .ail origibally formed. . On :e~pressiog to the owner my deaire 
to see; the worbt he Si.odly uadertook to acoompan.y me to the·spqt. 
A.ft:iti' ·walkiilg·about lialf a mile up dle mo~B just mentioned, I 
WU UeWD t.J:o eieaks· ~r idips~ fu whieh my guide informed me were 
the ·topu min~ : We eatereal one of tbeni,. which WBJ in ~stentr 
IUtle. abort of two· act£s ; . the .argillaceous schistus, wh¥=8 formed the. 
'UflP8l' stJatDJB, ·appeared· in a vtu'iety of, stages, the greater part 
migrafiag intn. :mroaeeou8 .adUJtus.: In ·one; :part I . oblierved ·. two 
negroes· ·p&)Jjag in the little :soft: yfJigs, whioll. the :slips aisclosed, with· 
a ·pi~ of ·nisty· iroD, . probably :part of :an old b()Op ; eM. on en_. 
qu.itiag ~hat thet were about, I· was informed ·thef went the miner,,. 
aeilrcbiugrfor. topues.: l tpok on,c of:tbei.r ,iJistrummtt, a.nd .on usif.Jg. 
it ·ai•illteJ .. did, touncl these.veiJia·to .corltain a very uUD4,1te ini.caceoUS· 
thtbibuace·appl'GBchiDg .to .e.rthy. talc, a.lao aome quartz, and .large 
CllYatals Of spe~r -iroa ore. · I had :the good f011uoe. to find two or 
tlvee ·r.opa.es, which, as they had· ooly one· .pyramid· each, and ap
~ n.-.ctured, I judged ·to be out t>f their ·original place. It bad 
hitherto been ·my. opinion, that all ·the topa~ which I ·bad ·IJOOD at 
Rio. de JaneiJ"?, or elsewhere, and which were of 3imilar form t9 
tbeae, bad been broken from the matrix .by the miners ; l now, there
fore fully expected to meet with some having double pyramids, bu~ 
to :my great disappointment all that I found were entirety detached. 
From a great quantity (at least a cart load) of inferior topazes, 
which were afterwards shewn to me in the owner's bouse, (and any 
number. of which I might have taken awa,r,) t could not select one 
with a double pyramid. ·They infor~~· ~e ·:that SQrnetim.~s, ~U~ 
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very rarely,-·.t;Opazea :·had been found in:qliartz.cryitalt, but ·even i6. 
these insiances the quart~; 'appeared ffactured and out: of its originar 
place •. The :topazes· which were shewn me, were · very . ·imperfect,~ 
and. full of flaws .. . The negroes employed jn thescNYOrks were super
intended by two Creo1ians who received what they fo~md.. . 

. After I had. collected a ·variety of specime11s,>w.e returned ·to oiJr. 
mules, continued our ·journey over bleak · and. sterile ·mountains,~ 
through ·roads· covered· with dust, ·and arrived abo~t.tliree O.oloek in 
sight·of. Vi11a: Rica. . Though the towri staoas on an emioence rather. 
Steep ana· lofty, the :appmach to it is not noble ·or striking,: Deitber .. 
m•there .any thing in ;a near view.of it, WbiCb; ~ to.the eye 10f aojttla .. 

~net, .. correspmids . with the 'gmndeur of ita name.· 'Dhe ;envitoml,f 
Ori'Jike ·-those of Opulent JtoWn& in:: gtmenl, . exhibited felV. . signs of: 
cultivation; not an acre of good. pasture was any where· to. be~ 
oor· an inclosure of ~ny:kind~ We :anived ·a ·little: after; fo.rr,:a~cl 
alighted ai'one of the .finit hooses. f:ortfie,.Jeft,: ion. · ~nteJiog· the town;. 
it' had -JJeen· t®ommended te · US· 89 ·ooe .of. the be~ inns, but'·we 
fOtmd ·th~t in;point of ciean1inel8 and· aceommod-tion, repqrt :hacJ; 
greatly · o~e'l'-rated · it.·: The owner, being a priest,: entnrsted the
entire ' managerrittnt. to a .mulatto,. whO -acted . as if. he ·was· seldom: 
onder ;the eye of his masier. · Having ordered· dinner we· ·walked· 
irito the town~ for:about a mi1e.; :the streets were very irregular~ ~d, 

so.· badly paved as to give us no favourable idea _of the opulence Of 
the 'inhabitants. · As· night was coming on, and ,we felt:fatigued, :we 
postponed· ·deliveiing our letters.·uritil next day; ~nd. returned to otir 
inn.-' · Our·dlnner, which wa&·~ser\-ed up iri as .slovenly a manlier.as 
vie had. ever. witneSsed, e.vfm in· the poorest rancho on the road, 
cmisisted of some stewed beef and a fowl.· Tbe bread •was tolerable, 
but dear: .Being little inclined · td sit up after our repast, . we·. re-

. ' ... : 

. • 'fhcy a11o: ~~~cd ~c tb~t,.gn:cn . topazes w;~c aomctimea fo~d~ :_:hich I YCrf mu.b 
dou~tM. lf. any substance 'of that colour, resembling topa:i; 'did ciccur, it was most probably 
EU&fas,,· w!aieb inay be 'easily mi~talcen ~for ·it. · · ' . 1 • • • ·' 
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tired early to rest ; our rooms, though destitute of almQJt· every apo 
propriate' convenience, were bette•· than tboee to which we bad of 
late been. accustomed. . 

· ·Notwithstanding the fatigue of the journey, which heartily dis- . 
posed me to sleep,· my mind was for some time occupied, in reJ:Iect
ing on the place at wbicb we bad now arrived, and which had .long 
been the theme of our. wonder and conjecture. Villa Rica --the 
rich viJJage! 'The .capital of the p~vince of Minas Geraes, ·aDd the 
seat of its Govem'"eot; ·a place which had for many years been re- . 
puted the richest in Brasil, as to it was breught aU the gold fouOtl 
in the vast :district around. Impatient to. see some vestiges of 
that splendor which its name implies, . I.slept but little, and roae .at 
an early hour. We, with difficulty, obtained our breakfast, ~n
•ting of coffee and eggs, with bread and Eopsh butter, . at\er· 
which ·we dressed and went to deliver our letters.·... . . . . . . . ' . . f{t! 

·. Our arrival being annouuced, we were directed to- preient 0\lrtelves 
at the audience-chambers, which form part of •-large edifice, .con• 
•ning al10 the Post-oftice and other public rooms for . the .transao. 
tion of Govemmeat ·business. We were iotrodure<I. to the Geaerai 
of the. F~rces, . and 'to· Dr.- Lucas, Judge of the Supreme .Court, .. tb~ 
latter held the priQcipal authority in the absenae of the Viceroy 
w.bo was gone to Rio·de Janeiro, another frQm Goy~a.being. ex~ 
pected shertly to succeed him. .. We were honoured with a . a.-ost 
handsome reception; aod various houses . were put in our c~oice, 
with a kind invitation. to make use of. any of them during our stay, 
but we preferred taking lodgings in . the centre of the town, within 
three minutes walk of the Palace, in Rua de Dereito, the very 
Bond Street of ViHa Rica. . 
. . After. our interview with the Judge, we devoted ~me hours to a 
peram'b~Jla~on of the town, and returned much fatigued to dine a~ 
our ina. . In the evening I paid a visit to the vicar, who ·gave ine a 
).earty 'welcome, and in the usual style of Portugueze compliment 
told me his house was mine. The saying, bad it :been . ve~, 

9 

Digitized byGoogle 



.. 
" 

• 

(. 166 ) 

WQUhi have put ·me .in poseeuion of Qlle of the best manaions in Villa 
Rica. At tea·t.he worthy paator introduced rne to several office~ 
among whom was the late governor of the Diamood district, .who gave 
me much iaformation. ·concerning it and shewed .me an aqua marina, 
whidh bad be.en food io one of. the waebiap .. . It was .a perfect 
he&agonal prism, f¥11 seven inches in length and three quarters of. 
a .iDCh in diameter, t:lear and free from ftaws. After 1001e hours. of 
.fery ~e CODvenation, the. party broke up, 8.od .it being dar_k~ 
I waa COBducted ~ .my .ion by a ·servant Qf tJ» .vicar's, with~· 
lantan.. At.the !COI'Jlel'8 of the -su·eets, aloag which .we passed, .therq 

. were croo:ps of tbe lower order of people offering their prayers; iD 
• niche :ab.ev.e them waa a figure of the Virgin, with tapers burning 
'before it.. . A ~oi~e. in a lo.w .solemn tone uttered the vespers, the 
responaes were made b.y the multitude. l took ·off my hat u-1 
paseed, knowing that eudl-a tokw· Q{ re~ce ia alway:s expected~ 
~ The aext. day was occupied ehiefty in removing our ·equipage to 
9111' new .lodgiPss . ia Rua .de Dereito ; to this service our soldiers 
were particularly .atteD.tive, .~d )eft; ua. nothing to do which they 
eould,do ·for us. On the day following w.e :were hoaoured. with visits 
&om 1i~ ~ the general. the vicar, and many of the principal 
iababitan.f;a, all of waOID testmed their respect for us in the most 
polite manner. Many of them aftezwards sent me P"*'Ots of fine 
augar, cofFee, .sweet-meats, .cheese, .and aome good . bread. . Onct 
gentleman, to give me a proof of .the richue. of the soil ·and sal"" 
brit.y of the .climate, .sent ·me a cabbage, full fourteen inches in dia• 
meter, when stripped of i~ outside leaves ; ;a1iner veptabJe neyer 
was produaed. 

When our leisure permitted, we took ex.cuniQDS to . view the tow• 
and its viciDity, sometimes on horseback and aometimea on fQot~r 
pnera11y goiog .and .retuming in a ddferellt direction. It is situated 
on the side of a .large mountain, connected with ·others forming. a~ 
immeDJe cham, of which it is . one .of the .highest. : .Moat c# tbe 
atreets range, in steps, as it wer.e, from the liNlae to the summit, and 
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are crossed by others ·which lead up ·the a.Cclivity. ·· It · ia mOst ad•· 
mirably supplied , with water, which is ·conducted into alinost every 
house in a most convenient and pleasant manner. · ·In ·tlie streets are 
blany fountains, which, though not to be compared ·with those of 
Italy in architectural taste, are well constructed~ One cistern in 
particular contained water which tasted atrobgly of sulphate· of. iron ; 
the native!J consider it serviceable in the cure of cutaneous diaeues, 
and frequently · bathe in it. The town is divided. into ~parishes, 
and contains· a population· of· about twenty thousand· inhabitantS, Of 
whom there are more white& than blacks. The climate is delightful~ 
and perhaps equal to that of ·Naples. Though the latitUde of the 
place· is only 20° Sooth, yet owing· to· its elevated· ·site; the tem.: 
perature· of the air is generally moderate. · The thermometer never 
exceeds 8i0 in the shade and ·js rarely below48°; but its usual. range 
is from 64°·to 80° in summer, and from 48° to 7(y) in "inter. The 
greatest beats prevail in ·Januar,r. Owing to: its great etevatioo 
·\'arious changes· from hea.t to -cold pre'fail·in the same day, and there 
are fretluent showers of taiu. Thnnder-storms ~ common, but by 
no means violent. 'nle sun is sometimes clouded by dews and nriSt 
tK) deme as 00\ to subside ilntil the·furenoon i$ far adv.anoed; 

The' gardens be~ are ·laid out with great tasie, .and froiD the·~ 
truliarity of their 'tlonstruCtioo present a curious spectaCle. As there 
is · scarcely a piece of le-vel ground, tWen ten yards square; ob the 

. whole side of the mountain, the -defeot has been remedied. bJ 
cutting spa-ces -one abore . another at 1'egnlar distances; and sup:.. 
porting them· by -·1~, walls, the top of one being on '8 level witlt 
base ·of that ·next abotve it. An easy ftight of steps ~ads from o~ 
level to the other.. These· terraces seemeil to me to be the very· king
dom-4)f Flora, fur ne.~r did I btOOre see snch a· profusion· of delieatt 
towers. ·Here were aJso excellent ve~tables ·of 'eVery ·kind, such 
as artichokes, asparagus, spinach, cabbage, kidney-beans, and po-. 
· tatoes. · There are many indigenous fruits which might be much 
imp~ by a better sytrem of Mrtroll'lture. The peach appears 
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tO be the only exotic fruit which baa been hitherto introduced ; it 
~ourishes amazingly.· I have frequently seen the branches of the 
.trees so loaded as to require perpendicular support. 

: The · town is of considerable extent, but by no means so well 
peopled as when the mines were rich. Few of the inhabitantS have 
~1 employment except the shopkeepers, who are indeed a nume
,ous class. English woollens were by no meani dear, superfine cl~ 
being at SOs. to S5s. per yard, coatings, &c. nearly as cheap as in 
England ; common cotton prints at 11. 6d. to is. per yard ; bats; 
handkerebiefs, keneymeres, and Manchester piece goods in great 
plenty. There seemed indeed to be a glut of. English merchandiz 
and produce of aU sorts, except earthenware, ham.s, porter, and 
butter, which were dear on account of the risk of carriage. Com
mon Figueras · wine · was at Ss. 6d. the bottle. Tbe shops that sold 
.the·produee of ·the·country were few in number and very indift"erent, 
There were a great many taylon, shoe-makers, tin-workers, and 
·venders of hardware, some smiths, and no inconsiderable number of 
saddlers. . In a country where every one is ·a horseman, this trade 
must, one would imagine, take the lead of mOilt others. The 
saddles.tbat were shewn me here were·ef a much superior make to 
those which I saw in Rio de Janeiro. I was surprised to find no 
.worken. in g«>ld in a place so renowned "for the production of that 
.precious metal, but I w~s informed that the trade was prohibited by 
law, to prevent the gold from being worked before it was permuted. 
. The market of Villa Rica was but ill supplied, notwithstanding 
the .fertility of the district around it. Pulse and vegetables for the 
~ble were · scarce, even grass WB$. an article in great demand •, and 
milk was as dear as it is in London. Poultry sold at from Ss. 6d~ 
to 46. 6d. per· couple. Beef of a tolerable kind, but by no means 
good, might be had at ltd· per pound. Pork was very fine ; mutton 
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wu. uttaty unknown.· ·· TalJow ~.was:exeeedingly. d8ar., abd ca1:1dles lV• at mote. tha& double the; price . at. ·which. they sell in. this 
COUlltrJ. '. · .. . I . : .. ·. . . . . . .. . ;·: .·. ~ ·. ' 

... Tbm~sh :OUJ' arrival in the; town ·exCited . sonie . surp_r~~; :as: •e 
. were. the int of our· nation who.· bad visited it,· yet· ihe .people ~id 
not ~ ·ue entirely as··sttangers~ inany of them 'having 'seen 
Englishmen in their frequent intercourse with Rio 'de 'J ~eiro.• ' My 

. worthy companion bad letterS to some of the ·pri~~ipal. ~liop~~~pers, 
which we took ali early opportu~ity of delivering. . w,hen 'Ye spoke 
to them of the richness of the country, and of the· quantity of'gold 
with. which it · was reputed to abound,· they . seeme4 glad of .the .op
. portunity of telling us, that they believed the gold w~ all sent to 
England, adding -that their . town ought· now io. be·. termed Villit 
Pobre, instead of · Villa Rica. · Indeed we were surprised to ob
serve· the comparative poYerty which : prevailed . ~ni(_)ng the~. . Of 
above two thouSand habitations; which tDe town cont&ined, .a COJl• 

siderable proportion were·untenantecb irid the'rents'~(the ~t ~ere 
continually lowering. Hduses·· were ·to be ·purchased .~a~ one half 
their real value; fOr instance, a bouse built ·a few years _ago at iOOOI~ 
cost, would not now sell·for more than 5001. · · 

The mountain on ·which the town stands; appear,ed t~ ~e in len~ 
hin eight:to nine .mile8, ·in every part natrow and almost insulated, 
being surrounded by deep ravines: ... In riding over it 'In vari~ll8 di
rections, I observed it to be 'composed of argillaceous schistus in 
almost every ·gradatioh, ·migrating from the.compact blue elate into 
micaceous sehistus: In some ·parts· it iies · in · regul~r · laminm, in 
others it appears· in 'Confused mas_ses~ . The slate is sometimes,. but 
not very generally, u8ed for paving, roofing, and other similar pur
poses. In some parts· l noticed a few slender, confused, and 
irregular quartzose veins of little consequenee, a large propoftion of 
ferruginous accumulations and conglomerations, together with mar
tial pyrites, and a considerable quantity of rounded quartz of all 
1izes. That side on which the· town is built presents many small 
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hills, which fomi a ·riun1ber of gulleys ·iri. nairow ravines. Numerous 
streamlets flo'!' down from· the springs in the mountain in . various 
channels, and in rainy weather swell into cascades; they form a stream 
at its base called ·Rio del Cannen, which in its· course from hence 
is joined by many others, and changes its •1ame first into that of Rio 
St. Jose," and then into Rio Doce. Of the latter I shaH have occa-
sion in the sequel to speak more at large. · 

. . . . 
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CHAP. XI. 

Origin and pn1mt State of J'illa Rica.- ~ccount of the Mint.
Yirit to ~he City of Mariataa •. - Ezcurrion to the Fazenda.J of Barro 
mad Catro, belonging· to Hil Ezcellency the ContU de LiniUJra. 

THE history of an establishment which, twenty j~rs· :after ita 
. .foundation, was repute.d the richest place on the globe, was an 
object· of considerable ·interest with me, and I made ·many inquiries 
respecting it from some of the best informed men on the spot. It BJ>'" 
pears that the first discovery of this once rich mountain was ~ffeeted 
by t~e ·enterprising spirit of the Paulistas, who, of aU the colonists in 
Brazil, re~ed the largest share of that ardent· and indefatipble 
zeal for discovery which characteri~Jed the Lusitaoians of. former 
days. They pen~rated &om .their capital into theSe regions, bravin,g 
~very hardship, and endOUntering every difficulty ·which a tavage 
rouiltry, infested by still more savage inhabitants, opposed to them. 
They cut' their way through impervioU:S ·woods, caiTying th~ir pro
visions. with them, and occasionally cultivating small patches of land 
to afford them food to retrea~ to,- in· case of ne~essity, as well ai te 
keep up a t.:ommunication ~ith their city, St. Paul's. Every incli 
of ground was disputed by the barbarous Indians, here called 
Bootocoodies, who were constantly .either attacking tbem openly or 
lying in ambush, and but too frequently succeeded in surprising 
some of them, or their negroes, whom they immediately sacrificed 
to their horrible appetite for human ftesh. They beljeved. the . ne-
groes ·to be th~eat monkeys of the wood. 'fhe bones of the un
fortunate· sufferers were frequently found expo~ shocking teiti· 
moni'=s of the barbarity of their· murderen, whom ·the P&Ulistu, 
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roused to revenge, invariably sho4 wherever they met them. 
Tbese examples of vengeance answered their desired end ;- the 
Indians, terrified as well by the noise as by the fatal effect of the 
fire-arms, fled with precipitation, believing that the white men com
manded lightning and thunder. 

It does not appear that in exploring this territory they received 
any assistance whatever from the · Aborigines ; they followed the 
eourae of rivera, occasionally finding gold, of. which &bey. ekimmed 
the surface" aad continued to. proceed until." they·arri"ed ·at the 
mountain which is our present subject. Its riches arrested their 
course;. ·~ immaliately:ereete.~ tempbrary houses a~d.begail their 
operatiow.· · The .p:incipel · meli Of tlie · party that first ilettled ·here, 
were4oto~io· Diu; Bartholomew Rricinhot A.Dtoilio de FeJTera '(filho)9• 

aiJd Gar.cia: Ruis. It appears that they took the moat direct ~Y· 
to the. place, fur the roadi. they ·theb ope~ .are tbe:aame whicll ue 
still :used. · The fiime· ·of their suCCess· soon :~ed ~ · eitj ~ ~ 
St. :Paul'a; fresh adventurers a'rrived in great numberS, briaging·with 
tbem·alllthe· ne~oea they. ·had. 'meaus .to purcha~. Other·.adv.e. 
ttJrem;went fi.:om St.·Paul's·to ~.de' Janeiro tD. proqu~ .niore t;ae

gt~ theil!:oim• citj being d. rained·;: and tbu1 the new,i Of the lately 
diseovertd,goi4•mountain 'beiagmade known in t~e Bruii&D..eapitat, 
men ofa'l deScriptions went ·in crowds 'to' this land ·of promise~b.Y. the· 
way. of. St: Paql's, . wbich was the only route then· known.· : Tile mit 
settlers: .might h~ve prevented ·the exposure of .their .gOOd :fortune, 
bad.tbey.been-able to 'moderate their joy, and conaeoted:te act iO 
Concert·; 1but as SCJld WBB in·sueh gmatabundanee, erery individual· 
approptjated· ·• lot 'of ground, a~ thus became a capitalist. Each 
strove :which. should ·make the most of his tteaaure · in the shm:tes~ 
·time,. ·.and thu&.there wa~ a cootinual.demand for more negroes, more 
-iron, ·&e. aad; in the geuerat eagerness to ob~ iliem, the secret 
which all were interested .. in keeping .was disclosed- · The Paulistas,. 
independent ·ia .spirit; :ancl proud ·of ~eir wealth, were ·desirous of 
gi.vingla"*s-to,the new.,gomers; :but'tbe latter determining to oppoae 

Digitized byGoogle 



E. 173 ), . 

this measure, formed tbeaelves into a part,. under. the guidance of 
Manuel . Nuiiez Viana, an adventurer of .ome eoosequence, who 
strenuously a~.Ufi their claim ~to •equal rights and ~dV;antages:· 
Disputes arose on both sides, and were at ·length· ~ggra'f&ted into: 
hostilitieS, ·which proved· unfavourable to the Paulistas, the greater 
part of. whom fted to a ·considerable .station :of their ·own, and 
tbere ·awaited reinforcements. Viana· and his .followers. without loss 
of time, went in pursuit of their foes, whom they found ori a .plaiD: 
near the site of St. Joio del Rey. The two parties met on tbe ·bor• 
ders of a river, and a isanguinary battle tDok place, which ended in.. 
the defeat of the Paulistas, who afterwards made the best terms'tbey; 
could. The slain were buried on the ·margin. of the river~ which~ &oa 
that circumstance, took the name of Rio ~ Mortes. · 

The Paulistas, bent on revenge, but weakened by defeat, .appealed 
to the sovereign, King Pedro, denouncing Vi~oa :and his.followers.as 
rebels who were attempting to take .. the district. to themselv~,.ancl 
aet up an independent government. The Kings ministers, apprit'.ed 
of the state of affairs, and learning by report lhe.immen&e.ridles·of 
the country, immediately sent a chief, with a, competent body of 
troops, to take advantage of the strife. between ·the two partie&; 
which, in a country teDable by a few men on ·account· of. its· nume
rous strong-holds, was a most fortunate circums.canoe. T~e name of 
this chief'- was Albuquerque; a man of enterP.~e. ~d. perseverance, 
in all respects qualified ·.for .the service o.n which be :was aent. .His· 
appea~nce at fi.r.st occasioned much confusio~ ·and discontent among. 
both parties; and though he was not .openly ()ppo~d, .Yet he· wwt .in 
continual alarm. The Paulistas now saw that the rlc~es which the)' 
in conjunction with their rivals might have retaioed, w-ere abot,t to· 
be. seized by a third party which would reduce. them both to ewbor-· 
dination.. Disturbances p~vai~ed for some tiwe, ~t reinfor,cements. 
continually arriving from Government, tranquillity was at . ~ngth 
perfectly e~Jtablished; and in the year 1711 a reg~lar town ~gao to 
'be formed ; a government-b~, a mint, ·and a dep6t for arma were 
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built. A code of laws was enacted for the regulation of the mine&·; 
aU gold..dust found was ordered to he delivered to of&cen appointed· 
for .that purpose; a fifth in "eight :was taken for the King, and the· 
ielnaining four parts were purified, melted 'into ingots at the ex pence 
of Government, then assayed, marked according to their value, and· 
delivered to the owners, with a certificate to render them current.. 
For the greater convenience of trade, gold .. dust was .likewise permit,.· 
ted to :cireulate for small pa,ments. Notwithstanding· these strict, 
regulations, ·a·considerable ·qoantity 9f the precious metal in its ori...: 
ginal state found itt~ way to Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, and other .ports,. 
~andestinely, without paying the royal fifth, until GO\·ernment; ap.· 
prized of thia' iUicit traffic, established registers in various parts· for. 
the examination of all passengers, and stationed soldiers .to patrole. 
t~e .ro~ds. By theie means, gold in imme11S6 quantities was seized 
and :confiscated ; the persons on whom any was found forfeited all 

· their property, and, tinle8s they had friends of great .influence, were 
sent' as conviCts· to Africa for life. The greatest disgrace. was at-. 
tached to the name of smuggler; ilDd such was the rigour of the Jaw. 
against offenders of this description, that every person quitting- the 
district was obliged to take a certificate stating whither be 'vas going. 
and what be carried with him. This rt"gulation i!l still in farce, and 
is rigorously observed.-

Villa Rica soon enjoyed a oonsid~ble trade with Rio de Janeiro; 
the returns were negroes, iron, woollens, salt,· provisions of varioua· 
kinds, and ·wine, aU which at that time bore amazingly high profits •. 

. About the· year 1715, when Dr. Bras de Silvia \Va& appointedJ 
governor, the quantity of gold produced was so considerable that 
the royal fifth amounted to half a million sterling annually. The· 
mountain became pierced like a honey-comb, as the miners worked 
every soft part they could find, and penetrated as 'far as they could, 
conveying the casealbio 'which they dug out to a convenient place for. 
washing. In rainy weatHer the torrents of water running down the 
.«idee of the mountain, carried away much earthy matter containing 
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delieate particles of gold,' which settled in the·.gro~nd near .its" base·. 
When the waters abated, this rich deposit· gave employment to·num• 
hers or"the pc>Orer sort of people, :who took it away and·waShed it' at 
their convenience. ' · ··· · · · · · · · 
: ·Antonio Dias, the person already mentioned ·as ·one· of the leaders 
of the Paulistas, who di8tovered the place, having ~orne extremely 
rich, .built a fine church, and dying soon after, bequeathed to· it con
siderable funds. It still bears his name. · Five or six other5 .were 
begun and. soon finished, as ·neither wood. no~ stOne· was· wanting, 
a:nd the inhabitants were all ready to contribute a share of their pro
perty, and·· to employ. their negroes io furtherance of these pious 
works. A Jaw highly creditable to t.he. wisdom of the Portugueze 
government was now ~nact6d~ to probibitfiiars·from entering ihe ter
ritory of the mines. . . What irea&ure$ were. thus, saved:. to. the state, 
and what a number of persons were thus'continuoo in useful labOur, 
who would else have become burthen!5oine to the community.! · .: · 
. : •1'1ie' town . now underwent' many improvements; '.its streets ,W.ere 
more:regularly· built, and ·some parts ·of.the-sicJe of the irlountain were 
'levelled to afford more wnvenient rooin for the eoustruction of houseS, 
and the laying out of gardens. 'Reservoirs· w~ formed, from :which 
water was· distributed by m.eans of. conduits to aU parts, ·and public 
'ftnintains were erected iti the most convenien~ aad central situations. 
'l.'he mint and smelti'ng-bouses were enlarged, and rendered p~ore com
modiOus .for -the transaction of business. ·About this period the inha-. 
bitants amounted to' twelve thousand or up.wards; those who pos8es
·sed mines were either the· first settlers or their descendants, and.as the 
·best part of the district was occupied, the new adventurers who con
tinued lo arrive from 'time to time were obliged tO enter into the ser-
vice of the existing owners until they bad lea~ed: their methods of 
working, after which they generally went in search of fresh mines, 
proceeding along the water-courses and ravines, where they some:.. 
times discovered new sources of wealth. Between the years 1700 
·and 1750 the mines were in the height of their prosperity; the KingJs 
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. 'fifth ~&ln~g mme Years Ot that period is aid. tO have amounted- to at 

. ~\~- tn~!~~P~~~,~~~ ~-P~.~~~. :i •. · ·-~ . r ., .. ·: , ... :- -: .. . . ·... :. 
: . . '11ie. ~~~- ~-h~c~~~u~, ~biB. ,lOW~~. ~~l'b ~-~. ~ 

•. ~d~af1~ ~~, .nu~!Ia~~~~ri~~ th.~.~~io,!:l·~ m~~ ~,~
bers Cl.tlie. mioen 'retin;'d" tom~ j;o. the :lQP~ .. ~~qnkJ. loacled ,wjth 

, , , ~ , , , ~ · • "' o I ~ &. f , • • 

~ch~S, -~'iiich·. · te~p~ . ~~ ~dv~~t\uen~ ~4.•w-'--to I¥~~ J•-
.?~~r'?:.aa~.~~~~~-~~~.-~J:tereit~ot~~plo~.~~-~W4Js 
JD.'COmiJ!erce.. ; , . . ,· . . .... _. • .... .. -.:~ ... ~..: ~ ,r.•. ·.,c.. !,n :o .:;ai .. - ~ . . . : . ) -.. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -·. ~. . .. . 
··, · Villa ~~~ at.JJ;i• .. ~pt a., .ec~ly:n;t.aiqs ,..~~~ .qf..i~~ 

.~th_e~! ~pre~~~~:· ··: ~ts 'inh~~t- .W..l!+ -~.; ~~~~pu~ .c; .~
__ k~~~; ~- ~~ui _o~ ~p~_oy~~~f .k \~~ ~ta~~ ~!~t t¥ l'fe-~~ 
~~~·IU:O.~?~ -~e~!· ;~tu~ .~.J Pl'.O~~!c~~v~t~~~ .~Q•)f;\~~91,.1:~ 
-~~~~/t?.r; u,-_,_ 1~ - ot t~ w~~~-,-~~ dlear: :e.~,~ (l:w 
~t$ :~~~~ ·.~~:. e~~~tioQ, . -~ir ~~~s!.t~ ~tary.p~ 
allkf! uri~t ~in .ro~ .. ~ve lliO; .~u.uly •d\IJ&.iQ~ .iq .v.~~t! 
p~pec~··o( ~~den weaJth, thJ,y.faO.c1.:~.1QJit'l~ee "~JP.ptecl: ~!llal 
\.~~ye.:lat;i~'! o{~at~r:~-~.hi,c~~~.th.t~-~"u~~e b.J ~e~ 
~hi~ t;~ow~_·;t~ ~n·~pla~g. ~e !¥UQ~ ~~~lllft~ ~~ ~if,p~Wr 
.:decessrii'S~ . they :' oved()9k ·.the.: illdwo.tey:.~ !~emn ...... t9br • 
;tain.ed ·them; -~nd .eP~.X .)oeQ :aWht ~f ~be .ch~ .~ Rir.etPma•~ 
~~\c~J:~ea: ~~~- .q~,.Jiiiei .9w d~u~>I, ~~Jt!! 'J;hq,.~fllll' 
~( me~·~'hO :.rise a:~ :;opu{epcci froin 6m.J~ ~~~ ..... ~~,f9UAw 
Hie ex'iuriple:~t, before.rtb~, ~vm ~ben .. tnP~ .t.q jt.;~ ~'!·M~ 

-~b6uld ~ pr~!an, . rearecl'i_o .. i'dlene.t .'and igporauc.e, f~ .• n~~~ 
ih~~bqlieti~ . 'of industry_-! ~ Hia. n~s e0l}at4t~~ l\ia pr.ipld.,~ 
~~,'· and. ihem: h~ ·m~n~_:So -il1, .th.a~: th~~ ~fi.tJ P( ~·~~IW 
hardly' d~~~ .' ~b~· :expeii~ of the~r ·. me:~tenUJ~- ~ ;io. \~ ~ 
~oursc : ·Of· .ilatuie .. theJ. ~cqme o1d and .~nable!to work, ,Je~ ~~
tiriil~ ui tHe ~me 1i8ilen and slothful ·..,.,, or' sinks into a state of ab-
~te·inactivi~ "Jro~ · knoWi~g -~at_'to do ·~om in_orii~og-iO~~f~i 
'l'J¥_:depiOJable:tdagMMlJ} ·• B1lftoet: dfe Ulir¥enal·cbaTact.nsqc of 
tb~-~ ·destehdltifbncff~e oMg1iiafi8ettler& ·;---·~vety' trade .i$ ~~upi~d 
either·by ·hl~hit~s· 'or ii~g~OeSt · ~t~ of. which cla&ses seem .supe-
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rior · · in· · intellect to their masterS, · becauae · they make a bettet · '*' 
of. it. · .. · 
. Doriag my ita.y bere I ·paid frequent visits to the mint, and wa4 

libera11y pennitted by the officers to see every procesa. performed 
there. lo the smelting-bouse were eight or ten small blast-fumacea, 
in form much reeembling ·blacksmiths~ hearths. The fuel ueed i• 
eharCoa:l. ·When a quaotity of gold..dust is brought, (no matter 
irhetber large or lblalJ,) · say, for instance, six ounees. it is fint pe~ 
auted, and a &t\h taken for the Prioce ; the rest is put iQto a H..; 
aian crucible about three inches in diameter, which is io.amediat_ely 
pllieed in the furnace~ A quantity of cOrrosive sublimate · ia thtm 
put to it, which, on being heated,· exhales very strong fumes.; thft 
fCorle, if"any be formed, are taken oft" with· a pair of tongs, IUld 
more sublimate is ad~ -if required. Ebullition· sometimes OCCIJD; 

in wlsich case the· crucible is covered with a bit of comiQQn tile, 
As ·aoon·aa the mercurY Is evaporated, the gold is pour.ed into •n in.,. 
pt..mould, preriouily rubbed with animal fat ; it is afterward& 
~ed out into a tub · of water. The ingot generally,. in some part. 
er other, bas mercur; attached to it, which it seizes immediately.: 
and the· part of the gold thus aft"ected assumes· the appearance ol 
lead •. To remev~ this, they hold .it" in a Strong· fire with a pair of 
tooss until the mercury is evaporated. It is afterwards aent to the 
-.y-muter, who first compares it on the .touchstone with gold ban 
ef.difTe~Dt alloyS. aScertained and marked, aod then 8188y& it. The 
two methods being fouad to agree, tlie assay .. master stamps upo• 
the ingot · its degree of finenesa, ( caJied toque,) also ita weight, j..,.. 
number, tbe name of the place, and the year. · It is then registered 
in a book · kept for that purpose, and a copy of the entry is made 
4Ut On a slip of paper, in which the ingot is wrapped, ud delivued 

• In England I once knew ;m inatanee in whlcb an lap& With mcrcar7 tlaaa adherini tO 
it, in the poeecuion of a penon igacmmt oi metaUmv, WMIOid at a ndaced priclt, u if the 
4iac01ourcd part hacl rcaiiJ bocA lead • the parclaucr allo .app;riaa datto be dlo •· .. 
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to the o.wrter ·ror c.ireulation. :The operation of IDeltiag : a gi-. 
qu~tity seldom occupies more than ten minutes or a quarter o£ an 
hour ; that of cupelliog about double the· time : but I ha'fe. seen. 
inen deliver their gold-dust, and receive it in a circulating form io 
less than an· hour; so that little delay takes pli.ce, and as. there ..-e 
six· furnaces, the bringers of gold have 8e1dom 'to wait for their. tum~ 
The pale colour and low quality of · various bars of gold are always 
imputed to the silver, .platina, or other metal contained in them. I 
have,. seen $ome ~as low as sixteen carats, and .otben as: fiae ·as 
i-81 . carats, which- . . is . Within half a camt of what. ia denOminated 
pure gold. Twenty-two is the ~tandard, ·and· gold excetding that 
· ~eeives a premium acoordmg to it& fineness. : · : 

Considerable .quantities of arsenical ·pyrites, said to be cobalt.; 
•ere ·brought . to me·: I eRmined eome ·specimens with. tile bloWio' 
pipe, but foun·d no vestige ·or that metal, as the substance i~ ·no stage 
imparted. a blue cplour' to borax or gl8f91• ·. Mar.tial :pyrites :i•· biD& 
abOut'three miles from ihe· " town~ . where' tbe~'is · avery strong.veiu. 
ef i~ in quartz. Antimony was brought to me 'from 'lOme distance. 
and also ·a few bits of ooppet. much oxidated, w.bicb - were . aaid~ .. 
lave been fc;.und in the ·washings' at a ·t.Owli called·. Cald10nes, but 
this I had ·gr-eat reason to doubt.: ·Not. a:few . impgeitious.~spectiai 
the discovery of . oopper Wete attempted ~pon me. . One D)U 

'-roright • .rounded piece of jasper, about an ounce in. Wfisht • . Uict 
with. it. half an ounce -of copper, of the form aad. about the liiJe ~.a 
j~sb9t, which he told me had been· produced by mielting a stone 
similar to the· jasper. tb~n before me. I with much difficalty·P. 
suaded him thai the penon who had performed the operation for 
blm. bad dropped ,a· copper coiri into the crucible. I waa astonished 
to .ind that many ~rsons, even gentlemen of: some consequence, bad· 
a notion that almost every red-coloured stone in the pavement of 
the s~ts :w~. ~?p~r ~ : One fell~w , bad. circulated .a report that ·be 
~ s~:ve~l. p1eces rich .. in that metal ; but, on being s~ot for, 
and q_ueitiOned clo,ely,,he stated th~t ·be had los~ tbem.io ~wg, 
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to 8110ther ·bouse~ :It is: riot surprising that tales of this kind should 
pin ·easy credit among perioni stimulated .by avarice and blinded 
by ignorance, and that the artful men who invent and propagate 
them, should be tempted by success to repeat their impositions, and 
t.orrupt othem by tlaeir example. The rich iron ores w~th which the 
atritt1 abound&; and -of which I saw many specimens, might furnish 
employment much. more profitable than ·washing for gold, or follow• 
iDg other idle aad chimerical sp,eculations. 
· , During the fil• few days of my residence here, my soldiers pro
cuted me a ftuantity· Qf the .finest porcelain clay I have ever seen: 
that used in the aiaoufactay ;at .. Bevres near· Paris is inferior to it. 
It is found at tbe fOOt of a mountain of argillaceous schiatus, caUed 
San AntOnio, near Caagoaea do Campo, in a vein accompanied with 
quartz and specular iron ore. · 
: . A week after my arrival here, I was invited to go to a pottery 
about three mileB distant. CJn~Bing a bridge over the Rio del Car
*en, at · tbe ·foot of the town of Villa Rica, we aiceoded another 

·neep a:aOuntain, on the summit of which I found iron ore in greM 
quaatities~ Though not very rich, I . have no doubt it would pro
«<ucet 16 per ceat. of metal. · The want of wood, which is here com
pl&iaed Gf as aa ~ectioo to working it, might be remedied .by 
plaatiag; for' tbia summit is a fine plain which proper cultivatioa 
wOUld· Mder laigbly p~uctive. At presen~ tllough eo near the 
leW~ it lies to .. lly neslected, without . a .single. illclosure· upon . it. 
The pottery, .at which we sooa· arrived, has been but recently 
eatablilhed. The clay is used ia ita native state, without any ad;.. 
mixture, and is cleared of its coarse particles by washing. After 
the· water laas hee~. let oW imd evaporated so as to leave it of a 
a\dicient coasistency, it is put ·on the wheel and formed into plates, 
mugs, jaN, &c. which are bulky and heaYy, but by no meana strong. 
·They are rendered less fragile by being covered with an excellent 
thick glazing. Tbe furnaces hav~ .nQ cbimneys, but consist merely 
of a ]ow arch in which are several vent boles. The glazing furnace 

A A 2 

Digitized byGoogle 



( lSG ) 

is reverberatory, but it .is ·so ill coDStmcted ai tD deetro1 mli.ch .fuel 
ana produce little .. beat. Throughout the. wholeatrict there 1s-. 
coarse clay .for bricks," tiles, ~c. . . . • , . 

I was here invited to taste some wioe, maderfrom. ·grapes.! gro.r.a 
on ·the spot, . which was es.cellent •. . .A ·more· happy. situ.tion. t*: 
this v'icinity affords for the .growth of fruita of: et•y kind · eu 
scar<..".ely be imagined. The peat, the oliv.e, and the malberry·woulll 
thrive here equally well with tbe .grape, if.proper . .pains·W.ete .. lJI\• 
with . them. . A skilful agriculturis~ would with great. ease, I :am cer
tain, bring it , into such a ·state of improvement ... .- :to: serve the 
d(>uble purpose of a com and dairy farm; .ex ceDent.: wheat ~migbt 
be 'grown; and a certain quantity of the. land kept ullller·artifieial . 
grasses ~· for ~tting. . A fine s~ of \vater BillS t;im)ugh• the. who~ 
with & sufficient fall to tum mills. . . . : : . ,; } . 
· · The ·principles of husbandry· ~-·as little ·uoderatood here aa iD 
any part of : the territory through: ,;,hiCb we -.d. hitherto .trave~led.o 
Pel·haps there is no· oountry on· tbe globe where the. viciiaitw:les :of 
plenty and ·scarcity do not prevail, arid w.bere human.e.xpa:ie.ce.._. . 
Bpt shewn the necessity of layiug· b1 ~ . store in t'ime:of abuJJC1aDCR1 
a8 a provision· for a seasoR 'of famine ; but· here ,this· B~J.hdaf'J. praO. 
tice .is almost wliolly dis~. Tbe cattle aile tarnellloat:oatJie, 
llnenclosed tracts •, .and . left tQ subsist on: wh.-er-·they :can -iacl. 
lri 'the summer months, when the grass .throughout the· 1Wide ·extent · 
is 'bumt· up; they: ftock;t~ ·the margins: 'Of _the rivulets·• tbeir:J.t 
~source, iwhich soon fails~ NumbeD. of .theai,die ·of~ and. 
tfiose that sur-Vive the sea&on are JO exhauated and .-wealllmeci that . 
lhey -seldom 'thoroughly reco-yer. ::,. · · .. :• 
·: A small .niount in the vicini~y·. of .this .pottery ·preeelrtelt<t•u.ch' 
fenugino'us tnatrer, ·and a substance that app,e.ared ·to me bir~ . 
in a m,_mmary fonn, a speci~en~or which I took :with.~i lioce 

# • • : • • • • • " . • ( • • : : • : : ! ! . t 'f \ {fl 
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my:retiu!D 1G -Eogland.it:h~ . ·been provea by tlu1 an81ysi8 . of die 
uaineat · & Wo11881:on fD be. bydrai'gylite without ftuoric acid •. 
. During my .stay at Villa. Rica, I rode to tht( city of Marian8\ 
-dis~·eigbt . mi~es, ·by .aitremendous and almost impassable'roadt 
a1ng a· ridge· ;o(·;Jrle'uotaina; and I afterwards w~t thither by. t~ 
general road· which 'passe& . between two high hills, and for B()me 
distanee. alcag ·the: river side, all the. way on the descent. .. . The 
margin of the ·Rio del Cairmen, · \Vbicb runs through the town, have 
been WEhed- the. wliole !Way ·from Villa Rica, · parties nom·. which· 
~ laeld pesaesion t>f· .thiS· settlement ·as early as the year 171~ 
claiming ·it on •ceont af the: gold~ brought down from. then~· by .the . 
cnrrrr:at· of.-dle mer.: lt.'ri~mad~: a bisbQp's see about· the .. yeae 
'171~ ·aml~. was. .e~-Cid8de de ·Mariana, in honour .of..tbe tbeq . 
ntigoing Queen of .Portugal,: the plesent ~e Regent~&:· gi'ani.. 
blotl.r.. . ·It is . a small;: neat,· anc1 ·'fRill .. built town,,· containing from 
sit to·:seven.tbousand- ,inhabitants, , Herejs a cOllege for the «<uca.;. 
tilm·of. ,-ou.g men destined foi,fhe ·churoti • . Tbe.b.ishop is a.prelat~ 
m .e.x..mplary: cha~ter, apcl-:is beloveci by .all who snow, him.,. The 
pMa baa nry. 'little· trade,. ~i .depada· chieiy . ori ; the lmiaes-:and 
C..S. $.!ita~~: iMaay llliaers reaii:J"··h~re.:·whose works• -are 
.... leagWB 1 dis&an~ -soo:ie;.of·.theiD atendiog ·to tbe,village·'of 
C~;::atwatddlbeJ.ud'-. ~;·p1ain·iwhiCb · stretc~ westwahl 
.frmn~·theu:•fifttli:!C)frlle ~ity.~ . ·.·. :· , :i: : :.;. ·:·.,.:::I :.r ·· ·: ;·.) :,.!T . . "' . 
:: H~~ ~1188idbcl, im·IVih·Ric-.· _iutarJy' a~ :wrtDighb, ;I; .expressed ... 
daire .tlo Yisit two esla~, ·furty.miles·distaat;.koowo 'by.tht;.nmes 
Q/~,Barro:.alill·~trQ, both :b~Jooging to the Coode . de: LiUares: 
Between ·the .years il7M aDd· 17.40 ·these. estates prqduced .quicb gold; 
aac1 ~Jirr,thet:t .in· -:tbe·:poitiMion of·:Senhdr•.Matthia.&! ~.a;,·& 
Mttler of great respectability,' who took. up ·these · laud~ .• d ~ro.e 
tho: Anthmprpltagi fJoa. them.. .iHe~. becoming 'very .riCh, . sent :.his 
ealy daughter tQ. Portugal: to lJI edumlecl-~ ;w~er.e ~he,remainedi~ ao8 
aftet.bis ~h i~beritri .!b.is .wt.le propert.f,.-~ .S~e ~was !mar1ied..ib 
lMbea .to, a ··~1J'$leman. t>f. tbefamiiJ< llf tBon&a,: 181ld fio!.n·. tbein .... 
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descended . the ·tWo noblemen· of: that·. Dame, .. •'ho.· JlG9 a.id .mp 
official siruations ·under the Prince. Regeat ... · Ha .Exoellebcy die 
Conde~s .steward· furnished me awl my worthy /friend wida JBUles, 
and Mr. Laeas, the Judge, obligingly ordered;every Decaaary to be 
provided far our journey. We· rGde· through Mariana,. aDd ·ai'J'Krej 
at Alto de Chapada, a ·village, three miles.diBtant ·from·it, situate.~ 
on an elevation in tbe midst of a fine plain. ·,We r SOOD a.ftuw~rda 

reacbed a vuy .. bigb and confined. sitaation, be'ween two peapeo~o 
dicular · mountainS, from · whence we ·bad a oird~s ~ye:view·of the 
'Village of . St Sebastian; · From this iteep we deaofarled, · Wltta ~ 
difficulty, ·on·f~t, . to the Rio del Carmen·it-its·taase,. CR"et: w.bici.·is 
a very high·arcbed and. pictunsque ~· . Passiag tms ·,.vi• we 
proceeded · n .. fi.tll league. ·bj the 'li\Ter wide; tluough a .riCh eoamtr1 
aboundlrig· Ui -fiae 'Sloping hiBs ·and furtile plains, !watered·. b~ 'DIIIIie. 
roua. streams which ilow'inte the !river in ·wuioodireetioas, ...a all 
oi whicla · be• ·TeStiges of having· been ·imneriy ·IQShtd :for·goJd ... 
The .road Bide eshibited similar relllllioa,. and l8emed tozhave ,.._ 
at aome·period . .Connected with . die ' mer, ;wbieta, ·. ao....-tlria :p.t, ·u ... 
Jarse as tbe Tlaames ·a.t·Windao1:. We palled ChlliJugb·~· Gia~ 
a atraggtiilg --thinl1 · peopled ·~ ··..t:. ~g about -.... 
·miles .further; ar.riYea at . u iadi~nmt li~ . .-Jiid :Layraa Vdla-· · 
Where~we halted .fer .. the night,· having perba;led · half .. .our· ~ 
The owner of this place found it difficutt,. with 'thirty.· •·~fo~y• ne! 
,roes, to maiitairl llimaelfr:deeently, dlough the laild :1NIIlsu08ptible 
of «Wery'speeies of cU~. and need~ only 1be-baod· .Of iodait?jJ 
to m~dier it-productJve~ .. Every thing · about' the eatabiiahment .e».. 
hibited a pitiful · speetacle of ·aegloot,. lndi...._de. · aD<l ~.totb .. ' It U 
but justice ta add !that··be :treate.i - with •the greatest .civility, aad 
aJnply 'sapplied:oul' ri~ceasitie...~ I ' . ., ', " I• .. :-. , ' : ,\ f .,'' :' 

· Leaving I.an:n:V-dlias at! eigltt next~·momin«;'·We pP:l.e.f;Mom · 
dos: Aneas,. tiE·x:Omltry ·-pnesebiing• lrill·'~)"~.Y» and-~~
tii'nbti",' .but "tutaUy-l:lestitu11r-;·o.f 'attle. ~; Arkebdidg; a. ~··hill 'M 

were inimergeCI fm-abevt•aidao-.itciu;a..doud,. aod·.t:~posed tto·sci~De·· 
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imaU: ran;., ·:butiDGtlsa6ieot~:to·penetJate ·tiar.-roa~ .: IDbia ~wu· tHe 
pnly:raia: \te miperienad·on .ae.road tiy day~.: ·.ln.tbetnigbi: the-~ 
~etitaefi felL : pliintifuUy. ·,.We ·. obse.rVed.; some seeedingly ,Jarg. 
TlOmis,. ~tretehell' ,motioMess otn toe .road; whicb orir goide told ·us 
·:were sure signs- ·~f !•et ~tiler., ' Erom . ·this ·height we saw .• · Riq 
6~1acha, ,rbi~·:with··a~ ~ver.-Joiurr tho-. Rio del Carmen abdut 
tea league$ be1ow.j~forms· the.Rlo San JQse .. : Proeeeding.in.thu 
m*~n.throagh .. a ·.fiJte' cduotry; .lte; reacbed·.AltGs.de:St. :)lichael~ 
wbeM the: Titer ··Jaat .:inentioried·,is .. of ~OD~emble width, but ·not 
4eep,.· ,,. I'a: ••• iare. :extflemely: tUrbid, on ·aecount· of: . the mud 
bmight·fBn)the,gold~~ge .aloag the' .. banlls;. .. Dom·ita solirce 110 
... :P,Jace..:. :mheae; hei~t:,-· ~om.marid a fine \7,iew. of l~~ wiodiaglj 
of the river; . at their base there are yestiges of one of the olde8t!and 
.- ufena.e .. goldwifaabin~· :.hieh :yieWed. Ibaolt ,~tO .its 
di~verer -p~eblm; Sbahor Matthia• Barbosa"· · The coilntr,y ~ 
rill-(tf()bded;· .but raJ!tiet.!tbi.aly pe&P,l~j l:expre.sed. aome .• drpri. 
~ · observing. no-~ :dwelllilg"}!o..-: in ·a :district ~which :fo~IJI 
.JJrotlynei ~.o,_.m-,.eh . :nhkb;,~1Jd was: :io&~ed~tbat.'the fir.st.riJiDeis; 
~: ., ~take·.' &e, dam 01. ~ goWt tb·aa· Iarge,!iul eutent.u the7 
cbuld, s&ektmnt~ed ..... ~e aaloe apot,iand:t»nteDte8 ·~ 
--.;with: :buildmg: medi!' Oll.l ,_oboi.; tO; ·aerive ·fiX. tbetin tempbr.ait~ 
._i..l..;.nce·r'··· ···· . · . . . : .. ·. , · • ;. ·· ·· · ·~~ •• . '· ••.. ;. ! .· . •. , , ·t . · ~· . , . • . . . : . ; ) · .. . . • 1, • . .• I. ~ .. I 

!·:~g,tliisllllG,.t8i~at·*eeott~:ecLupoq.the~ltate of Hi~.&,; 
ceUe.c:~ . eaiod. Fa.eiaibi; do Banv,' apd \111ft shewn the hOuse at. a 
•taDoe of. nearly. a ieagpe, .oo. a pleasing .eminen~e, , near- the: mei'l 

. side .. . . On ariiTiog; an ~xpellent d1Juaer;~at: pn;wided for. u., .of 'whic~ 
la&Miog ·~: eightdtou.,li)Ji our,mule&, ~e partook ver!)' h~rtjly~. , 
,. Tbtt~; .. and: indeed. the whole J}s&ablishmen~· w~re 'ltPiki~ly 

superior, ill .point. of :cOQvenience,. to . . the; misera.b1e places ;we had 
.f;stely passed.. ·.HaYing diaed,- ·we tefreabed .oor&elvea with a w.aJk iD 
prden; where the:eotftJe-t;rees i~ ,f~ .blo,isom .shewed, at a dittaQoe~ 
as if loaded with soow. This spot.atfoTded a view of &·most_. 

! .. : 
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cliantiag eountry, divenified with &en tie. emineacea.ud large vahey• 
wiell·clotbed with· timber. .From the: farther :margin· of the riv«~ 
which tows at ooe· hundred ,atds·diataoee. in fmot'of the. hou~; 
Jiaea a . &ie hill. wen calculated for . the colture of' mry species (If 

produce, aad connected with othen of equal fertility. . ·. . 
: :·Oil· the tOII~wing daJ I was chiefty occupied in:viaitins ~ery ·part 
ef;the ·eatabliabment. The distiJ .. bouaef mgar..e.gine,:•d oom .. miJJ, 
Wa'e very. much out of repair;· the two· latter· were :..n:ed ~·bon;... 
_,ntal . water-wheelS . of grea~ power. The buildings of the fuenda 
form a sqriare, ·the·aouthem Side being occupied by the laouae,·Jtnd 
au tbethJec,.otiM;ra:coosiating of dwelliDga· for the Depl88, ...... 

1loaaea, arpebt8n'·.aJid blacbmitbs' ah~· and otber aflica equaiiJ' 
illlefuJ..... . · ·:~~ ·; l. ) • . .. · . • • 

; :Hitrillg·nqueatad. to ·aee~be: eattie, I ·was:sbewn ~erea 811e ... 
proportioaed cowa; thelt calves were. old; aad they .,_.. una~ 
tD~.to,be·~ilked nwuJariy, :pve very . little •. I.;lt'"ied·a,tt.e 
people my lrilh to·instrnct-them in the aiaD.g...-t oE a dairy: 
after:tbe Engtish .ade·r: aad ·the carpeotei beaq·•1•fliOI'iptioQ 
of a ebum, readily uswed me that he c:oa1ci make :G81t, and sea 
8bout it. forthwith in. ~ tellowirig ....,...... .Be pmca.ed a truaiD 
~f.& .trpe of:· the ·length a~ girth nquired ·; sawed it lengthwise is 
two equal parts, which, (after hollowing them sufticieotly, aud pre. 
paring a bottom,) be joined with two iroa 'hoopa so tigbtly as to hold 
water:. The chum-sta1f and top were soon. finilbed J but now.. aD .un. 
expected· difticulty occurred ; hei'tf was no place free fioom dust and
~ tD serve· for a dairy, · aor any. pan fit to. boJd the milk. All·the 
cooking+pots that oould be sp,red w.ere cJ•ned for thil' purpblet bot 
they were quite. of the wrong make, being wide at the bottom and 
narrow at the brim.. They were, .lwwever, laid by .alQog. with the 
dlum~ to be . used the first time the-cows were lllilkec:L The good! 
tady of the bouse. asaiated in our pre.-...tioms. and seemed much illt". 
~ iP tltem. · . : · 
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In the afternoon I rode .Out il8 &ee·tbe ~--~·. ·Oo•tbe·way 
thither I observed a man training·& horae, with a cord attached ·to 
the bridle in one han~ an~ a. whip in the other.: · Two pieces· of 
leather in the form of breechings we~e· sew• to two iroo rioas ; ·oae 
part was put. over the back of the animal. .the other part slipped 
dow.n as a breeching ; the part on the bac;k was to · preveat its slip
ping ]ower. To these ringa .wercr tied cord& from ·.the · hone's fore. 
feet, capable of . being shqrte~ ·or lengthened at pleasure~ ';rbe 

. horse be~ng put in motion, took very abort fore-s&.eps, somewhat ·like 
those ·of the chargers in· •equestrian performances. . Honaa ·tlms 
trained are here called pacera, . and are in ·~ request among per
eons' of . distinction of both sexee, their gait being very easy. and 
graceful. . · .. : · . . · . 
~ · On arriving ~t ~ the: w~hiligs I . saw ·a- ~t esteJat of ·groand 
already worked, and i~O,ense heaps .of qu~tloie·. stoDeL :on. ·the 

. m&rgin . of the river w~. ·\bel· ~re. then working~ I fouad therii 
eutting away the bank, to the .deptq.9,f ·~~east~· f., .. to get:. at 
the..eascalhao in·cumbent ~~the rock.: ·'!'be substance they· had .to 
cut through was clay' S() strong that, tboug)l f~ll· of water. were let 
·upon it, and negroes we~ constaatly working it with' hoes of various 
kinds, .it was with difficulty tc;) be remaved .. This was aot tbe only 
impediment, for~ by ·tb~ .~n~ia!Jt p~ipibition ;of m~ the oas~ 
tiio was five feet below· ihe· bed of the· ;rivet ;. hence, wben tbe.,Y· bad 
sunk their pits·, they ~ad to use · meang for drawing the water hill 
them. The hydra~lic maehi~es eDjlployed for this purpose are coa
structed as follows : :.A .trqugh ·or spout, made of four stoUt .pt.aks. 
fonning a cavity~ say six inches square, i8 placed. in an inclined.'po. 

· sition, with Its lowe~ end in ~e pit,· where· a roller is properly eeool'ed 
to ~ pi1e driven into the groun4 ~ an iron chain, with peculiar-linkS', 

·on every -one of which is 1ixed a .piece tsf,,.OOd., nearly anawering the 
interior di.nierisions of tb.e -spout; is passed through it, . then unaer the 
roller, and over the outside, up to the axis of a water-wheel, ·which 
being put in motion, c•uses the discharge of a column of 'water aqua] 
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~the. oavity. Theae -m~hiiUts. a.re calculated to raiae a ~· :*al 
of "'ater,. but they .are liable to be thrown out. of repair.. . ln man:J 
oases . ha~ct.pumps would. ser.ve the purpose bet~r, being made. ~~ 
ldtle k,ouble or ••~nae, easily. repaired, ancL always, ready; ~ •11 
boor.' a .no\ine. They ere bcm. utter.ly unk.nown.. . · 
. i~ ,t.Jae .epera~oD .of gel:tiag gold, the hea.v~ work. is, ateigqed. OO·tb~ 
male n~s, and.tJielighter labour. to the females. ·The-~1-
dag from. tlieiq pits. by tb~ fornaer. it carried away ·by tAle l~tt~r- iq 
·pmtllas. .or .. bowls. to. be w.uh~d. _W.hen.~J. aQtficiellt. qu~n.tity -b&4 
hem pre«ured, the men. proceed .. tof"~h.at p~,. whi(;~ t~y p~r! 
funp much iD the: Wlf! alreadJ ~dtWCri~ in trc.tiQg. of ~;P~~'s,. 

. I per~ewed. llowever,. t.h&t llere~.tkey difi not. iQ:tiM ~r.st iQ&ta.Qf1~ 
attempt to separate the gold from the black oxide of iron, ~Pt:..eq~p;. 
-tied. 'beir gamellas .into a larger vesk,l, ·-by. ri~iog_ theo;a in t~e wat~r 
-whie.ll it coataiPt¥l. The.subst4D4e depq$~ in ~his. veuel wa,. . 4~ 
Jivji~d -.t, in 'fUll. por.tinns Q£ a~t. ~ po.UJld eACh, . tb the· ~~ 
.aki.JtQJ :washeD, u .t.b& operatiQg1 Qf ·W.asbing.,. Qr, as it was: t.el'lf~ 
purii}Ung· ~ uequimd. gr:eat niceness, and; dexterity .. · SoQJe Q( th• 

. pins of: goW 1rer:e so fi:ne.as to ftoat-on.the surface, and Qf ~C)~~ 
w.e.ne.Jiable. to. be.waahed.aw.aJ in tb.e.e r~a.ted changes ()f ww.er,; 
~ p~v.ent. wbidt the negroes. bn.U.ed a fc;W ben<lfJtle of. he~bs on. 1f. 

Ilk>~ .d ,miud . tbe.juiee. io. ~nwll pro{>9.rlions. with .th~ "'a.t~r i,j 
tMir ~Jalllellas. W.betber. this. liquid· did in reality fend. tp pr#c~pir · 

. "'*:tbe.801d; I .qoald,not PQSit·iv~ly ueertain, b~t the oegr~s ~r~ 
teinly .wse4 i~ with. the grea.teet coo6dence. · 

·There is allot.her mod~ of •P-atinf tile gQld-from the c~ca~~ 
ca\led .. canoe-wasbin~ which is. e~r.emely intere.tinJ· The canoe, 
ate: aade~ ilk the· follow.i~. JIWlJJer: · Tw.o ten or twelve inch plan-ks, 
,.bout tl~Wlve 01! itleen feet in length, .,re laid o.n !lie ~und, form~ 

. ·iug - mclMted plaae, sloping aboqt ~ inch il), twelve : two olh~r 
planks (){ 3imilar dirn*on• are fiJ.ed. ~B the san;le directioD. at .the 
Jowu ~' . b-mins a aeooad ioclim:~ plane, w.itb. ~ fi&JI of s.i.¥ !~ 
froPL fAhe, former... 0.111 their tide&_ lUte · boaRbt placed edge;.~fiec, ~ 
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gPerJ,aowbJto thepund·sb·as·to· fOI'IIl long -..Jowwup.,. tlie 
~ms of ,;.bich are covered ·with liidm. :tanned 'With the hair oa, 
haviwg the thairy •ide:out~de; ·or; in ·defect ·flf these, with rough 
baize. Down these troughs is conveyed the water· coataining ·the 
om.Je-of iron aud=the:Jightet partioJes of gold·; ·the-latter •uhstabce 
preapitatin~ in its· ;eounre. -is ·eritaugled by;thelhair. Every half-hoar· 
tbe ·1Jides '8re· taken 'Up, ·awd carried toe 1Jank 'Dear at haM, •formeft 
of four. walls, ~ay: five :feet \long, fOur broad• and foUl"' deep, and· caa• 
taining about two feet depth of water. 'l'he Irides ere strdclaed 'O'fbr 
tbisltank=aod· 'Well ·beatelr, t .. dipped and · beatea~Jepeatedly• until 
all . the· gold~~ ·di~ntangledi :afterwhioh they: are carried back mMI 
replated in:·the troughs; . 'Jlie. tanks_.&~· locked lip ·at ~ aad 
~~secured. The sedimeot tJaken:from ·them being lisJrt -is euii:J 
washed·~ by· tbe baud ·in ~e ·fuaBaer before tleaeribed, · lea•ioj 
only the black o~e :ofliron, ·called esmeril, awd·the gold, Whi.eh-rie 
1o fine·tJilat!tner<UJty·is!wted to separate· it. Tbe-}JI'OOeU,les ·I sflw it 
performed,.. ~as as. foHnws: About two. pc>unds weigllt ·of Mide·ol 
iron, ~ry· ~h · iftl ~ fibe grains. of' gold, was put in ·a clean ·oowl ; . • 
quantity 1>f mercury, al}out two ounces, was added to it ; the .... 
fif oxide, whieb Wfts.\"e,f.Y ·damp, was=worked by·tbe;baod,for abbut 
twenty nimutes;. when: the mercury appeared to baTe: :separated tbe 
e&Meril, end ·too ha'\J~ taken •up: a11 the gold, assuming a soft doughy. 
m~, that retained any ·fotm into whieh- it ·was squeesetl. The:graini 
of.gota;~ however, remained not amalgamated with, but merely enve
loped' in, tbe 'rntreury. · The inass was ·put ·idto a ~ · handker
chief, al'td ap .on-rice ·or more of mercliry twas wrung dr aque.ued from· 
it. The rest·: ~at: put intO a small 'britss dishr eoYered ·with a· few. 
green leave~; and then placed · o~er a charcoal fire, where it· wu 
stirred with an iron rod to .prevent the gold frOm adhering to· the 'Side. 
o£~e .dish. The leaves were occasionally changed as th~y ~me 
prch~d .by the heat. When ~ken off, they e¥hibited.in some parts 
IUJ)a]f globules of me~ury, and iD others ihite oxide ; on washing 
them with 'water, nearly half an ounce of the former substaQce w._s 
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obtained from them•. I! e¥er·observ.ed that the gOld after ·this·ope
ration was changed in colour from ·~ agreeable soft yellow to a dirty 
brown, and presented a very different appearance from that wbieb 
was not subjected to mercury. 
· By way of suggesting an improvement, I made some dra.wings ·aod 
models of earthen .vessels for evaporating, and afterwards cimd~ing 
the mercury; but the quantity of gold requiring this mode df sepa• 
ratiori is s9 inconsiderable, that it would scarcely be worth their 
while to alter the process no'v .practised. . 
. . f rode over various. parts of tb~ !!State, and more particularly along 
both banks of. the river, which, ·as, well as the bed, appeared to ba~e 
·been much washt;<i ... The bends, or parts where eddies were formed, 
were the pl~ces· noted. as being rich in gold. Wherever· the marii~J 1 

forined a flat,. or level, the·. cascalhio continued under the lftlrf~ .to 
some d~tance, appearing 'like a continuation of ~ bed of th~ r~,,.~~ .. 
which in· aU prob~bility it was, as. the rivec is known to have been 
much; wider · fo~merly.· The: parts tliat: were·:then working, &Ad 
tithers that ,had yet to be .worked; bore a very unpromising app.eaJ:~ 
ance~ · .· · :. .. ·. . 
.~ An: opportunity ~ 8oon. afforded.me of..ca~yiog into e:x.ecutiOI\· 
the proposed daiTy. experiment.' . Having' obtained: about six qn~r.~ 
of milk, (wlrich, on account of the. scarcity of grass, was· v~ry ~,)· 
I put it into.the culinary veisels that had beell set apart for it i .but 
auch JW(IS the fitate.of the place in which .. they were deposited,. that 
though.I placed banana leaves over them, the surfa~ next .ID:orning 
was covered ;with dust. I took off the cream 'in tqe best mann~r I 

:~ oould; but not being able to find a. c~Uar or cold place f9r it to stand 
in, I was obliged to leav·e it in the same .roo~ with the milk, where it · 
was· hardly seeure against the pigs. On :each of the two follo":~ng 

• This species of sublimation on a amall scale interested me 'gteatly. Could it proceed 
&om any glimmerlng of science in the minds ol the negroes, or waa it merely an· accidental 
41iecowery l 

Digitized byGoogle 



( '189 ). 

tnbrn;ngs I obtained aoout·two·gallooa of. milk, which' being added 
to· ·the other; ·was in due time· ·churDed; and, notwithstanding the 
disadvantageS of poor milk, improper utensils, and bad keeping, . a 
tolerably fair ·proportion of good butter was obtained. · The ·people 
seemed highly satisfied wit~ the success of the process; but I had strong 
doubts that they ·would not pursue· it after· my departure, as -they 
must naturaJiy dislike the trouble and care which it required .. Such 
was the force of their habitual and long-cherished· prejudiceJJ,· that I 
have no hesitation in saying they would take ten times·more.pains·to 
procure forty-shilliqgs-worth of gold at an ex pence of thirty ·shillings, 
than they would to obtain forty·shillings·worth. of butter, though it 
were only to cost them five. 
: It may be expected lbat I should a88ign.'some reasons for entering 
so frequentJy into detail upon one of the simplest ~ranches of runll 
economy. I have·to obserVe, then, that' ere· I left Rio de · Janeiro· tO · 
underiak~r this jo~mey, I was informed that the cheese · generally 
consumed in that· capital, and regarded there as a luxury, wa8. the · 
produce of the district to which· I ·was going~ ItS taSte wa5 some_. 

- times· so extremely· rancid· and disagreeable, as to be utterly ··uli· 
-wholesome,. and from tbis·cireumstance I judged that there must be 
great mismanagement in the preparation of it. All the .fanns :which 
I had occasion· to visit on my· journey to Villa Rica,· and from thence 

. to thi~ place~ tUlly confirmed my opipion; for, miserable as was the 
condition of every department . belonging to them, that ·of the dair.t 
was still worse. · In the Jew pl~ces ·where they pretended to .prepare 
milk for cheest:, not ·only were the various utensils in an extremely 
filthy ~ondition,. but the rennet was so putrid. as to be in the last 
degree sickening. I endeavoured. to ·make the people· sensible .of 
the advantages of. an· improved mode of management, and wherever 

· I h~d an opportunit)t, gave them information• liow to proeeed; but 
as oral or written instructions were little calculated to make a durable · 
intpression, l determined, when leisure and convenience should 
~oncur, to ~nforce them by example. The first and:only oppQrtu-
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Ji~.of .tm. ·kind' rpre*lted itlelf·at ·tbe IWeocta:do Barro:; ·and·l 
ft& *e lJIJOni indueed:.to avail myself·ofit, :frOm rcoMideri'Og thwt ·the 
preoadeot•wbidl l•isbedto·gire1o:thefarmensofthe distriot!Would'have 
pater infiuencre by •being ·aan"tiwed by the :apprmo-al of H1s Excel· 
~ytheCond~ de·.Liulunes~ Thereeult, as l•blrveja•t obaenred,-was 
noti very ftatteriog to IIDY · hopa ; ;a· aolitar,y Rperiment can do :Jittle 
tuwwrds .~forming a~~raJ ·evil of long continuance; and·thereii 
BO I)JI'Obabililft1bat :this··otrauzy: otberr btaaoh of tbe!fatmiog 'System of 
theioounu,.(Will•Ibe impnrved; 1uutil the !great and 1tlrte -opuletit zea~ 
Willy ruttite fer the· aceomplishtuelit ·nF ~aa .object 'SO highly important. 

Ia •our eaoUIIions. tbruugh· 'Yiriious ·pans Of the estate; we ·obset'ved 
on the exterior of many of the trees a great ftriety of crimson ·lichen~ 
,.ch, :on .l:JMig · eteeped :ia :wake; .imparted ·& ~y strong ~m.ge of 
that · colour.- Here- -were. -eseeDeot. ·bans: for tamriag, particulerly 
tbatrofa ,tJ'ee ~etl·CanasttJia; wbich doee .not-redden or colou'l·the 
bide. We found ·auuty .beautifal·•rieties of. the jacara~d•.,· or rose-. 
wooL 
· ·Haviag resided !at Bar.io .. seme .days, 'Wie- set·~ for the Fazenda 
de ·Castro, distant abottt MWm · Dliles,. where· we a-wived, after a plea
•nt ~ride . .oYer a •mouMaio~nts ·a.& ;fiaely•woodedt · distJtict, containing 
Ja~·tracta·cJf·ricb virgin land, watered 'by many• excellent ·streams. 
Thill .nob)el maD8ion w• erected by: the iltst poaaessor -of the district, 
Senhor. Matthias Bubtsa. It·is,very ,spacious·and airy, ha•ioga gal
lery· iD ·frout forty.cgbt yard• ·long, to which1 open ·ft)orteen folding· 
doort; · or ·winde.we; ~xtending :nearJy. from the top to ·the bottom of 
the ·rooma. ·It •is aituated • near· the. conftuence of. the Riberon· del 
Carmen and the Rio·OuaJacha, which form the San Jos6j a river as 
large as .the Thames at Battersea. 

W.e .did oot.rstrabo¥e.an hour at this fazenda, it ·being our inten
.tion to·Yi&ittthe.aldea or.village of.San J~de Barra.Lopga, situatletl 
on the con6HI of tile terri4:ory inhabited by·th~ Bootocoody Indian&. 
CT088ing tbe river by .a nne wooden .bridge, built about fifty years 
ago; ~Qt still in ·tolerable repair,·'" proceeded 11long the bank., which 
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was .embeJliahe.d ~iA!l stmeral ~rdeas~.and~ ·prea.en~,M -frequeQ't 
a ppearaoce&. of cultivation ·than· we had· of ·late been: aooustomed .t() 
vieW. The ·ali~e · ia much .hotter· than· at Villaa Rica, on aceount .of 
th~·loweess of tb6'-situatiou.; and. ·we· were informed: that. fruit& of 
ever1·kiod~ :particularl1-the ~pine, ·gtew;j~ thi& ~il· to ~. perfeotion 
in .aize and!fioeaess.of ftavour. . The·tmth.·oftbese·aocounts, 1Pe could 
not: aseeartain •. as this was no.t the .frbit-_se880n~ . 
· Aftn travelling about four :miles. w.e: -arrived. ·at. the. village. · .I~ 
being ~unday., . numbers Qf: people. bad come fi'om .v-ari"s' patt~dn 
the neighbourhood. to attead · di¥ine service, Uld,. ~r it: was, e~•'• 
ftoolted ·in,cmwds t~ the place where we. aligbtedi It. appeared - ~&. if 
thew hole population of. the. village, men, wom~m, and children, w.e,e 
possessed. with the same. ·spirit of curiqsity, so great was; th~ 
tegemes& to. get a ~ight ,~f \lB. We dined I in: a. mixed· ~rnpMy .of 
ladies. and· gentJemoo9 at ·the boose, ofi tbo·wQrtBY• vicar, . wOO, lriep' 
a : very hospitable t:ahJie, and pai<L Ua t~. most flattering at.teotiOQ• 
A military officer and a. judge, w .. o:weN ~the party, entered :in.td 
cooTersatiOR with. us; and .. it w:aa. diftioult lo1·decide· ·who.· Wlere tho 
mest inquisitive.: they, ~cting• the motiJes and objects_ of .OBi 
journey, or we, respcotiag· tlae: s~te cMi tJq; 1eouotry;: the .A:ntbroJ».t 
phagi, &£_ . . . . . . . ' .. 

We learnt that the village was founded about twenty-thret yeara 
ago by a number, ·of.'PorbJgueae, who: .wet:e fetilpted toi MSttle,. ih a 
spot so ex}>O!S¢d: to· the -depredatioe,,of;the :.OtooGodieB, by; the 
gold , with. which. it abouadecL .AL the ~nt daJi, I waa.informed 
tJ.t it, con taint about four hundred; iahabitants, and · that· the 
vicinity is well. peopled. so ~ ai suiicierttA forco. is al.waya at: hand 
to repctl the. ftaNages_; · w.bf>, .. no, longer. daring. tb atJacJt OP.'M.flt 
now have often • re:cqune. to· stratagem. Wbeo the.)l: haYe marked 
out. a house, and; aseertaioed its strength. th~y set fire to..it bJiahoot+ 
ing·arrows w.ith fire-brands.in~ the root; and fall oo the unfortullJlta 
iobabitante as. theJ are. attempting to escape. '11heae saYages. aecus. 
tmned to. l~te in· the w.oodi, ud weU .. pracU&ed,jn.all_the atts ~ui. 
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~."fM::dltehbig ·the ·witd ·anitnal!r ·on ·which they 'subSist, have a 
thousand· stratagems· for -way-laying· the settlers • . Sometimes. they. 
ier1der themselves invisible by·tjing branches' and young trees about 
tbeui, and fi~ their" boWs imperceptibly·,·· so that, whe·n· a poor negro 
orrwhite happens to pass near them, 'they . seldom . miss . their aim •. 
At .. othertirnetJ they. rub 'ibemselves with ashes and lie on· the ground~. 
or make pit-fal1s, ·in whicb:they place pointed ·· stakes, and· cover them 
with.tWigl-and .. leave.~· !J'hey bave·a·Pt dread of 6re.arms,' and 
betake tbemselvei'. io .Hight: ·wberlever; they ~bear. them : ·but tbese 
weapons' Sfe! by. no mean~ so ·general among· the settler's. aS they 
ought ·to be, :Brid 'thei fe\v they have are "of very: indifferent. make/ 
811d :freq.ndy ahtiget&er ·useless, ·It sonretitiies;' though · rarely~ ba~~·. 

· peat, tbat ttie :soldiei-s.atirprise:·the; abOrigirle~, in whicli·ca.S~·rid ~<)ri);;.·: 
bat ·t.a~e& plaee ;.· rthe. latter -Mil ltway 89 speedily ·as pOSsible'; .: !an·d ' 
th.eir pursuers,- . taking' vengean'ce for)njurie8. Sustained, s~Jdoni. give 
q~uirter. ThO&e 'W1aon1· :they make prisoneri t~ey are obHged .to ~ie- . 
~d-·and fcKltt· a~d :.carry e•· ·a ;pole:-to a place ·of 'Security!- if any · 
0~ $(· -t~m. i be loosed but~ for :a: mmneni., ·'be 'btlr!ls' away;:. and ftees . 
iace ·~he wOCHh like- a tiger~. ·leaving ·his ·pursuers · behind."• They· are 
un~~eab&e, ei~r ·by•stripes 01' kindnels; and,- if they· find· no nieans · 
of escaping from co.~inement, they commonly refuse suSt.ertance·,· and 
die.ofbu,oger .. ·:· · ;· :· : ..• ·;··.,:.·,·, · · ......... · 

. The injuries bcalsiooally done .to. the settlers; hy these savagefrhave· 
e•ci~ the attention of·Goveminent;· ·who have pas8ed a decisive -
Jaw against :them,. ·. A. proclamation hM t.ee·n hJsued by the Prin~e 
·Regent., in ,.which they· are invited ·to live m villages, and become 
Cb.ristians,_ .under a promise that, if they come· to terms ·of peace an·d 
amity with the Po~gue2e," their rigl1ts ·shall be· acknowl~dged~ and 
they shall enjoy, in. common \Vtth other subject!, · the protection of 
the state; but; if they pel'sist in their barbarous and inhuman prac. 
tices, the soldiers of· His Royal Highne&ti are ordered to carry on· a 
war of extermination against them. T.hose who are taken pril101lers · 
are. at the disposal of their qaptors, .as ala\".e&, for the space of ten 
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years~ · . It is doubtful.whether : tb~ offers· of. eoociliation oontai't1ed iii 
~his· proclamation· will produce in any ·degree the desired' eft"ect-~ 
for the Bootocoodies have an uncooqu~rable· aversion to· a settled 
waj of life, and .• rooted. antipathy .to every other nation ; nor have 
they .. intelligence epougb to appreciate the bene6ts of civilized so
ciety ; so that there appears ·no hope of reduCing them but by the 
dreaqful. alternative · proposed in the latter part of the. decree. · One 
reason for having recourse to ·this summary mode of dealing .with 
them, which will wobably outweigh any arguments in favour of 
gentler pfooeedin.gs, is, that the country they inhabit contains gold, 
nd the settlel'B anc;l adventurers are desirous to obtain speedy pos-

. seasion Qf it .. Some officers, well acquainted with the. locality of 
the territory, and skilled· in the art of conducting an Indian ·war, 
are .already employed in this difficult enterprize. · About two leaguei· 
&om: this village is another ·called J>iranga,. situated near tbe margin 
of a river of that name, which at a distance of four. 'leagues joins the 
San .Jose, and With it forms the Rio Doc~. This river runs through 
a fine country' in a northerly and afterwa~s an ea~terly ditootion. 
discharging itself into the sea iti lat. 19° 80' soath.· .. There are three · 
islands at its rnoutb, caUed Os Tra lrf1Ulnos; (the Three Brothers). 

Were thii river rendered navigable, wbat benefits -might accnte..to 
the fine country through which it ftows f Large quantities of sugar~ 
cotton, and other produce, which the soil is capable of growing, be
$ides excellent 'timber for. exportation, ·would then form the basis of 
a.n extensive commerce, by stimulating the industry of the planters, 
wbo are at. present averse from cultivating beyond the extent of their 
mrn consumption, oo account of the heavy expence attendari'l' on a 
.land-carriage of above five hundred mi1es to the nearest sea-port. 
- · Piranga is pel'haps more exposed to the attacks of the Indians 
than the ~iiJage of San Jos~, but there are some gold-washings in· its 
neighbourhood which tempt the inhabitants to brave that danger. 
~ -smoU band of ho:rse-soldiers is stationed here to parade :the con .. 
fines, enter the \Voods, and go in quest of the savages whenever in-
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rorhtationt. is :given~: ·Ye~ ·notw.ithiiBitding. theie ·ipftcautJons, the 
~·mage is ·never iQ ·perfect 'seourity ; a houstt. in· its immediate vifiaity 
was surpri8ed ·a fe\•·mO&tbs- pteYious•to our. ~it tn:.tltis.diatJ:ict!. 
··. We now took leave ·Qft~·vicar·aod .. ~ 81JeltS;:and, l·may add, of 
all the.V.illagers, ·.who camo'put to ~ta\ote"'. as "!e·paaeed·.;· Betu~iog 
to Castro, 'I:·· remained the ·~h01e of. the !lest; da' to examine. tho 
establiBhment. It 'i& boil~·. like·· that at Ba.rro, ~the .. form·of a squant; 
tbeJdweJJings 'of tlte:oegmes·foratiog.:three· sides, .anti the mansion the 
foutth~. tb.e:entranae·being:io ,frOD:t ~·a. pair;of pes wbiell• 
,hen ah~t •. sectire· .fbe .,~hole~!. t ' 'Phe·rooiDs in'.the·111aotioo .lfere like 
an·~e~t ba~ls,.~tdotned with ~a.tvinSSt and· fitte.i:lljl aj.fdmiahaJ; aftfa 
'the'w())4 f.lulbiOO.:.' Here·wew;blonderbu..a,Jawords, and other wea· 
pa~ for; ki~Teoce; used iJ~~ift>r·Mr. ·ea~~: when .tt.e.bo., "·es:lia~Je .a., 
:lbe contin.UaJ att-cl\s•of ·tbe. BootecoOdml 1:The stairs, gallery,,,ancl 
s.oo'i:s. were c)f lirie ·w.oMJ,.·.of, a:'\uality '"'bid. time·;haO. ~t 'io .. &D..1 

· d:egree perceptibly -iry~. , Attacbedste ~the.~ :were .the remai• 
' ' ' I I 

: Of .. a·sli~r~ifJ~· .distil.i.tfou~,. 6S~tiliJJ, ia.l.a Qia4hipe', ..,O{In~~ ·by.•'ll 
., ~trap·.ft1ld '¥ptndles, :fur· spiooi'Rfl.co\top,'all:in a state iof.ntglert•. The 

•bole eat~Jisbtnent: here· ·maci(s . of. former opoleace ·and graodellr. 
·. f~o~_ w~lfit appt!are~ to baw-e'gtadwaHy deelined·aa .the.gold~wasb • 
. . ings· ~t. the; ~onftuence~ .of ~. mer. iaad io:otlwr lpAritl t.d become 
: ~xbausloo. ·· ·The - ~groes 'wete :.O;v alL mmo.;ed to; U4tf~. ·~· a 
··few i~fii'm. ·a_titl sick, :who were &tatidn~ ·beJe ~ ileep·the~~iondo 

'·order,·(tbi~beitlg coo$idered· as·a· ligbteioploytnent f<Xt :thim,). until 
·· ~cb ii~ ·~ds ·· their· · eohvale~hde· .sbumd it· them for· -resum•g 
: -their·Ja:boors·alobg with·their:bretbren:at the·,~r,eatat~·~·· , .,; ... 
·· · · · Ha¥ing·made a sketCh of ;tbo·liou.e;..d.'visited ·e~ ·paf:t.w~ 

· interested me, 1 returned . b.Y ·the same road to Ba.JTo, ·wh«!re .J .em .. 
· plo~ed ~y~1f in ·making a. to~hical map of the il'iv~, .. dis~~n
.: · gt~iehing by different· coloUJS. tile platet'alaady washed for.gold; tbose 

. ~ : Wbich•were then washing, and the yet1.1o.worktMI~gtou~s.. This .~ 
~ ·of map might·be made otl a. large :&CI\Ie, so ea ~ ··iudude a . wbole 
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diitriet ,:or ·pAriah; •lYhete tlw ,&enral i~ne&,~ br ~beds, · in ·.tbeil 
ditrereet· stages, lbigM . heciexli~itedTat,one .view.. . . J : · :. 

, ·9n this eetateare .e~~Jed ~:huadred:aad~fifty-six negroes,. .of 
all descriptions, who, ou tMOh ICW!eU~\ .land,. prod~ing every. q.e~ 
liriy fur Jood .and·clothiog,.·~iniglit.~·•~pected lo·~ COIIIideraf>ly 
~dian -thei'l'·ow.a·main-.nco -~ ;tit\· ~ formtr stewam managed ad 
ll·fOr t"':ftlty suceeeaiv.o .r-an~ . tb~_ialt~gb- he bad·notbjog, to pur:
tbaae·:IDut-·little·it()D,-aad thQilgb tboFld·miilea w~~ tben me.re. pro.' 
ductive :t~n ·at p~r,-:be:naa t~estabJialunent-:annually -.into .~ebt 
to . the-shopkeepers eiMilla .Biaa.:: · :A·aingle eirculb&ajabce ~ay aeoo.uot 
far this ~isma•setPen~; +~tbe..n:eble-!Jt~prietor: ~eSided -in ~ortugul. 
'At .present' the dl.alt8 is. -~ · a;.nWdl(JD().Dif:p~pdloul. way,. being ~ 
_tnmted · 00! tbe~otre-.f: :anothertstew.-1, aocl .-tbree· ~~rt,. ·8R ·ere~ 
oJianL i. The- latter ,ftimve: a:,aaJar.)!; ofithii:ty :nlilteea .-;(JIIhout biDe 

· pcnmds- steding)- per :aooitm, · .hieaidesi their .. ~n~oe·;: :dteit bu8j. 

'nea·i• ~~ eaCUt.e-dletblden.of .. ;.wa,td; aeldltot~~~.~p~e~ .the 
· labour'Of.-tbe'aegroet ca..itted~t~ ~ .ot.p• -~·lead. a li& 
pf extreme: indoleoce. 1never :p-.tliDg theiJ1 .hand• =to. ~- speciea·of 
wotk.· · t . •. •• ·:, • . • ~ , • • t. · ~ ! ~ - !. · - .# · ~ ~ . , . ,'!.,· . 

· Tbe·general diet, of. the .eoliotry-peopleiih .... Jaail.ai:·.Oapaan .is 
tomewbat similar •to :·that of :the. millen ip; the . vicinity .of St. Paul's; 

· alreat~Y. ~•: 11 Tdie i~, -bis.-·ateward. and, the· ov.emeers; JJit 
down ·to a bteakfastofi;kidJiey.-betuss f)f.• black cok»lU", :~iled, wm~ 
~hey mix with the. 8our .of -~odjan. cern; and eat with a little dry p;»rk 
tried or ~Jed. · . 'fht: dianer'petelly cobtiets, .alao, of a bit .. of,porlt 
or bacon boiled, tbe .•a~~·from· wbich u poumi.upen::ar di,b:ofthe 
flour above-Jilentioned,. thus lbJ.tming a stiff pudding. · 'A.la~ge·.quan ... 
tity (a\M>Ut half.a peck) of thii;{QOC[ is popred:in:a·h~p on the · ~ble, 
and a great dish of ~iled beans· is set:upou. it: ~each penon ·helps him• 
aelfin tho ... dj.~ ·Way,tJ.ere.bf:riDg dDI.J 00:8 ~o.ife, w.J:doia is \rery ·o(ten 
diJ.pen&ed with. ·~-pla~~:mtwo of eolewartor cabba~-leaves CC?m}>lete 
tbe.. repast._ ·. Tl~ f(j()cj. :is. cominonJy •rvea; up in; ·~- ~rthin vetlleli 
lttted for . cooking .it ;· . IJOI.Detimes· .on .pewter . disbes..: .; ~ .,ge__...l 
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beter-ctfje .ij water .. ·.At.·80pper,·nothiug:• ..a·:bui Iii~ quantitieiP 
of boile«l gre.ens, with a little~ bit of poOr. ·baoorl ·tO. ia.vo'Qr thtftll., ;~ 
any.festive.ooca~on, or..~hen str.anpni.aJu~r. da dinner. ot.aoppe~: 
is improved by the adqition.of.a stewed fowl... · · . · ' .: ·. ~ 

·::.The food·prepared for th~.negr(>esJs.lndian com""ftour~ .mixed. ~ith: 
h~t_.water, in _which a: bit.of ~rlt has been boiled:. .This dish ser.va: 
bo~ for.b~.eakfa.t . .and: supper~ .. ~beir.dinoet: oonsists of bea11s boiled 
~- ; the. ~ :way~. · ~hii· unfot:torli.te. race' of men' :are here I treatect. 
wi·tb gtit.Ttindness' and. humanity~ : wmch, .iadeed,- .t~r good .beiJa.t 
riour·see~a to· d.-.aerve. · Tbey art .allowed ·as.uu.w..h. J~ld .a, they can; 
at 'their dfii;ure,. cultivate, <~uooaya and b~lid&.:Js . beiag u, Jalf .... 
Jottedito:~· fOI' tbqt p~rpose;).aod .are permi~ to.seiLor dilfOIIO 
or~·t~ir .produce! as·.:tbey .plea-.. ·Their . owners··.clotbe: tQem.-.with 
MHris;aodJ~wsci's,made ~fcoane:cotton,.wbich ·isgr.9w.n and wav8Q 
oa .tbeies.tat~ 1 • tl'.beir days ·of laboUr .a~.rather:Joaag : before tu&;riBf 
... beiJ;rin8JiiJcplauo1DloR; tbem·tO·praydfl,-:which are·reci.ted1 by one·.uf 
the o\'em*~~ and rep1$ted; :bf ~:cn~a.n ;: . after! \vorsllip~44 
'ov~:they proceed to. work~ at ~laic&· they:oontinue: till. ..... sun~ 
when prayers are .said as in the morning~ An hour after supper the.J 
are·eJIIployed in .. preparing:·)Voo.d JAb;tburn, . taking; Indian com.from 
.tJie, liUsk(. 'tnw:l · ini -otber ini.dtfer•operiiti.-.sl. · .. swelled 1,1echa .are . .not 
.tiBCOinlDOl!l a~obg ·. the.ltien-negi'~ . buttilf: otbe~ ~ tl{ey.·~ 
peahhealthy': ;l:saw feW or aGo~ afflroted With.-eJ~oti&si&, Q~IWitb 
•ny. t'~iaoeous diSease. Tbere ·were aiiany. very aged· of :bolh se•es; 
a. few cpul<l ·even·· l'en1ember ·-tl\eir.:ol~ i-ma.ter,: the ~rst·poueiaGr, 
though tie has~n (lead qp~ard.& qf~s.ty-y~~ .. : · .. .. . : , : ·. '· 
-·: .~ir.. prlnt:ipal· :aiticl£; of 4~t,·tbe fariaba.de mielho, or. flm~r -of 
lOdill.n·~ornf ·wpea~d· 80 pa.Jatab~ and :nutritive, that,. after li\'i.ng 
.upani~ for·so~ time, :I bad: the-curiosity to; inquire into;f.b~ &node 
of.prepariog it &om the graia •.. Jt i&lfit&t-aoaked in water.· and.!aftel,.. 
-war~s:PQUD~-io 'its;a~elled· .a~ 1lJOist.':atatel, *'>·:sepumte ·tlle·&\lter 
~ ·. I~ tpen_ ~ppeats:aliD()S~. g~nul~ted, ·and is ·put upbn copper 
'paps, whiCh hpe•·fire:ubd~eatb, arid: in tbe8e:it:i&kept.cqn~tantt,. 
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,_,PMI)•mt.tl.it:.is dry .-adciJitiMieatigg.l. !Eiad~su~te . f'or b'f.ead iS 
~ it»mmon :a~ong the. ibhabitants·.bercJaa ·a· ·tbenfatinila; c!e ·P.io .or 
mandioall·among ~ ~peepletOfimo de, Janei_fo, ·St~ .~uf.~; and :c>tbtq 
districts..ii , .! : · . . < · ~ > ! : .·· ; · · , ! ·; ;· .. , ~ . · · .. . . / .·.· ii 

··:dl'he' •graind~·.gnw.n - . always>on · Ni!gib lands. cleared by liuming. 
af~.the manoer· a~ccy,.cle8ciibed;.r ,Ja,good.;llt'JUona, .or, -in .other 
Nloids, · wheri :.the :d.,-. ;weather.allo•s .theiEHttJ ~<Wd to be coinple~ly 
"dUted. to ·ashes,:· the I retu.rn{ is. hom one: Wun_,red ·and. fif\y 1 tn twn 
hundred bu9.heJs ;for,o!J!i~ ; Weediag i8·oill) perfonned after. tJte.aeed 
bas OOer:t a ·ttbOI'\· ~imc.iri tb& groqnd j iddeecJ,.:tbe, grQwiniJ :drQps. Buh 
fer . 'less .' from ·the~negl~ct : or ·tha.t operiltiori~thah from· the:depre«Jii' 
.-os ofrats~ whieh :are frequent1yifv«y considqrabJe:i ! r··;q .. ; ,· , . ~ ·: 

• '!' en .. the .stri*e.·of· ·sooiety : here ~.lad.-little!leilttre ;tp- inake.o~;»se~.;. 
•tions. · ;·.A: ·gen~ral debility seemed .. \0 : prev.ail among . ttie' .female~ 
'Which ·I imputed. 4lo tll6 ·want·of; ~tft'i fQOd ·aad· .more· exercise : . .they 
,~ne -tbemselves ;.pr.incipally :-lO. tbe : eedellter, .eanpioylllelta ::oi· 
•ew)ng, or. making JaWe .. ·. While .at ~t.:J~ .Iaaw, Jnata}"feanalestf.rdrii 
·tbe cou~try, :dfessM iagown• mede-o£·BJl8lbh .. printiM,~4.<>ft~em 
.Ud · w-oollen mandes. .Jged witb goW · Jace·:ori M~ischesler. : vtifct~ 
dlrown ~ ·~ly pv.er: I tbeir .sh~fll 1: itll~in ;balfrlt;at. inv.aria.bJy .fatf. 
tened with combs, and they in . .geaetill:'f.-'Unlm,s.-late.l:~ ~-
.~W>8t.of. wbmo belmged ltp tJpe: mi~tia~iappeared hl· a~fom;s.- ·:Nd 
.two tltiogs can be· mere difereut :tll~ •ha .41e~bi1Hf .-.a·ruu~~·.or 
.a· nomillal militia :pftic'ft.· :: !Wil~nraf.lbum~.h,,ae,dQtn·.p.¥taiOO. ~P,. 
.tban half>bit-,olothei• : :overi rir~icb_. a.t.twr.ws .•. thl ig'te'ta' CP.tLt; : ~tnd - . . . 

· aunters about th~ bouse. io.tMs· ·attirt·,&om :momipg .. tiJI n.ight; a tJVe 
.picture :of idlenets.: .. Gn ~ Sltliiays, or; e ,gaJaooda,._ ·after· 4tune· :b.ours 
~nt in decooniug lam peJWD,;het~allies : fQI'tb, ~.-pk!lteJy·metamor
,pbosed. ·from .a ~i~br>d; ;•~en·jJMd ats~~·~er,-:glitt.tri.-g.i~ a 
:nigl1t.Qf g;>ld lace.· 9n·~rhorsetc ... sOlWd\Wth.equ~J: !tpletldor~ for.~ 
-ing: as ·&nei a tight· fur. -'~e ~acing;.QJq)titude :as'a ~~:at a .J'tW~. 
·He observes no ; :n1edium : ~'"'eeil Jtbese; e~ttemes,~ .IMina alway• 
very shabby or fery fine. · ~ 
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: i>lirmg iny•itaiy,&t:.Ba;ro I ~-iu; ·~ebl;ed. with .mme ·liDgularly 
iac iruit;1 equat ·a · ~hvou~:to·· fileaiJ•almoridi,· . and!CBpabJe·of rbeiog 
preae~ved bf. drjfing'.ooly~ eola11:to bedoi:De :a ·v,hlabl~tar.ticleJOf com• 
merce. Having never before heard of this fruit, I am indtic.ed· tO 
give &i ·bric,f acOGUbt of it,;: ~; ·.eJtrerio.r .IUbs~ .i~aiJOat :..tbe.iize 
ofr!a,faD-grcnnvcoceaJnut:with tle••ioe.~on;:~y..nioe or ·ten.indiet 
JdDg· .... ;iiVe Ot Ulil\ ~ .thidkeat iiart •. :·Jt .grq1fs ·stmpenCled::from 
th~ laniu~li~ tiy; a jyei'J .. slender lbot' ;stf.oag stem~ : :This· sJteU il fatl ~of 
hemela;: tD.!lbei .oum~' 10f r &oai tbiitly.• tO fifty, of. 'the '8ha'p8· rdt~. at. 
ibon.,, :·tbut& tw~ Or.llbrioo the aiile, di!lflO&td: in} range& or •1ayera and 

;ae~ted·from. : ~h· . dtiJei:,by ,a white': pithy BubstaOce,;., :Aa· tbn'e 
ke~s ripen, the :top!Of:tbe . .-Jt,_:w.bida·appeari.like ·a. lid~. is·gr&i 
dually ·forCed open, una,=-btn' ttiey ·am: ~~~ 0 full maturity, · .tli~ I alger 
·part; f :whicht co.ntains fthem;·: separates. ancl· .faDs~ tO . ~be· ground~ ·:The 
tree-,: at .the·~~~.- '8beddiog('their"fruit.Bi ,...a ·.fregqented: by 
~wiJd•.bogs,; ~Jids ·()f:~mbakies,:' ftockt':of'paw()tl;• and .. ~ther blr~, 
whic:b'lieveilq,uit :tbem ~ile.ariy .of· .these deliciOus ituts:remain. ·l 
wa& crediWy·infbnit«<d~ttiat:Sbme· Jtmes ba¥e.been ·known to produ~ 
aboV~~tOD 'high\ i1J)a·~&s0aa·.- Obti bf ~e DUts~-1 preserved and 
bldupt·with,iJre;: l9bitih;iJ~eot t.o t'hat·enligbtened ·· philesopher·and 
•. uniaentloatataHsirSir.~waeptlBau~.lli ; .•• : : ... . ; e' :. '· i :i·;, ·:. ,:; j 

«··We dd~iCf1Qki leave.:-ef·tbe'good people ~t tlie ·fazenda, ·aod re
'turned' .tti:.Vitla: Rlija:by·the ifay .. we·ca:rne.· · I had,. with· great diffi
ettltly, probuted•a'qllatui·ty :of:bbtter~lmade .after the' new pi'OOess,· as 
. a ·prf~nt: ftwr)l:i,!L_..ti· t~tJ\14lgt,< iWhich· arrived. :perrectty: fres'h 
'and ·sweet .. ~ ti>n·.· paatri'ng··L.Wms ,VeJtias,.. :u we returned~ we:were 
thew· '&()me exbelleuti eiriuhona; .. VeTJ .. Jike that or. Pem, aDd said 't<» 

·possess . simi1ar:iJ>.,Upertietdn"a:higb (Iegree. From the specimen we 
ia'ff',.tbe~:w•s·'e•ery~~-:tu beiitre,.that, -it fairly introduced· into 
-practice~ ·-it :·.Ulighti\MJ :adabiniste.eQr. i&,.lDany· ea&es> . with· · ~· iuOOh 
1l~CeliB ·~ .;~ttiari 'buk), tltid•·ras . ~giat· ·quattiltles ·of; it .migbt be 
·procured bere,t the -e~perimerit :ia·~eert8inly:;~orth ·attending .. to by 

• ' . , • '1 ~ I ' ·, ') ! • , . ' - \ : : • ~ .: ; : ' ' 
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med,ir:al; ...... r•l .-ent -~ pateeJ, (}{ it··bo~, . ·oot; ijy. some,; ac;cid,ent • 
.otbew: , it ''.a& lost~ in· ':the· Cu&toin-Jiouse. · · · ; . . I ; · • : • ; , . · : ; , ·; • • ~ : . ; 

• • , I , : I ' 

, · In .many ~- ,of ,our route we: might. hove: co)J~ ·~; but 
" , r , • , 4 • • J j \ • , , • • • 1 , • , I • 

·they ~eq·wre~~-MC.~.a~~t~~ ·~~. ~4-"- ~P~ryig~ ; th~~-·for, ~~ 
'Veyan~ ·So :great. a distance,, tJlat . l:~ye .. lAp , 'the 'pUI'MJ.~ - ~ 'Jt. &p
:~eated ' tQ me. extraordinary; -tbat.1 ;bad:-~~t~.sipce . m; arriRal· .in 
·.nrazij, ·seen: (ex.C~pt in . ihe . c~blne~ ·of th«J. cur,i<>us). more: than -oue 
diamond-beetle, 'thrugh I had fr~quently searched for·themiin.almOit 
every·variety 'of_: p~ntatiqn. · . .. :; : II ; : : ' '· '.• •. ) j ' ; '· .. . ! . . ,. :'· 

,.:During my _·w;s~oce frO~ Yilla.. Rie~ one. of. ~y .BQ\dje~).&d - •. pfAt 
cureil ~a full ]l<)und_ of .native .. m.tnUth ·._in.luJQgs, .none· .ot Jthitlt 
exceede.d·.ab ·ouil~~- ~n weigh~. .It .ii frequenU.yJciund; in; tbi!i : ~-· 
coveted_ wi.th~a· yello" '<Die~ . wbic~ pr~~. ~.at. it .is out Qf its:,lae~ 
'as· it oiigioallj oeouJil ,in:lVe_in~; · ;~y, ,P~ Nsf.py,tit~ ... nd,YariouJ 
iron oreS,·weM : also.brought ·m~. i'1.: i11 . ~:i . •'l ·. ; .: :, ... ~. · ~~ 

' . 
· · I bad. commissio-ned-. some : petsQQS.· . .to ~ eolJetit 'lund eheJJs: . for,,me 

:·during tny; abaenee~· a~, wa8 :,O.o~. tQ~ ~y .irea~ .ptific~tioit: ~ 
tenf4d with eia.~ ·,uf ·a dine :qhoaout · bt"P\ftlt..OOh;tlll'~ 1; widJi bettuti,. 
fuJ pink -rriou·t&,hheloogi118: tq·a.»e'f':t~y.; ~;tb6.h~ll.i. Havipg 
·kept ·them· a.lfew·daysl, ~wiU.Out .f')f.~qu~ :t~ .... nimel~>twiisj.8\l~ 
prised to find·.that,one :of the latt~t: ; bftd . ~W .,,o ·~. l .had Mt 

befo~ imagined ·tbab tbey. W8M "'i~ : J:tok>k: Q~ of. the ·s~t~ll• 
' . '·'' .. 

·in mytband~ 'while .. the ·;-a6Mnal ~-. ~(4.'\VJing, ,wh-!.i~. :jtnm09iatalf 
fdlded:itself.··anB· eotere~.very 4\titklx .. Ml wl*h ftXt.ltitn .~ 
·egg was. deposited, in ·the mouth pf t~ ,.-u.,,.,. 41\· the·: e«8!·:. ·we~ 
abOut the si~e· of .• ~parrow's. .· ~. ~e.a:~ ~~~ly;~d-,~n.)I: :bad . . th' ~ ' . ,. . . . . .. . .. . . .. ;· 
.seen OD lSJODIDeJ.~ · . , . ~. · . . :1 ._:·· : -· :1 ; . . • .·, :; !;·l:·l • 

. . On ·remmiog my y~ii, ~o .the. miot I ,tQQk·.ail ~rltr ()pportunit-y, or 

. stating to tliettcting governors myid~a-~J.rett~tioiJI• ue~.mgulatioa 
for supplying inercury.to th~ mi.ners.. : ·O~e. ~C .iQt.l*limeQ~ tJQ thie 
use' of that ·IJJ8t_a~, BO.e&seJltial in:!certaill ~~~et :of . tbe ptocess, 
was the ·e:x:O..bitant price·at which.i~ was e"cJu•i~ely~ettld by· t~.apo
thocarles, genei'aBy upwards of t.wo .. thtlli~J@p ·tb~ ·~~e •. ;: I.~ 
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~at tlie mint should; be· tbe general depot.itory fo., it, 4nd. did it lhookl 

_ be issued from thence to the gold-washers- without pi-ofit.. By this 
-regulation -the article would be· ~rought into: general use, mach to 
the· benefit of the·. state as weiJ as of private iodividu..Js~ . .I also 
gave them· models·of ~arihen·ves$els~ which might 'be made 'at small 
expeoee, for evaporating; and !conden&ing the· tnercury; ·wHich, if 
11Diversa1ly adopted, . would effect a great. sai·ing in the· conlump-
_tion of that article. :' t . . - !! • • · 

The remainder of my stay, previous -to my: journey.· to Teju~ 
p&*ti'very tigreeably. · In: the-e\·eriing parties to- which I· was in
:vited, and which genet-ally consisted uf -ladi~s-and-·gentlemen) Tot_.. 
at"ed :that·tbe·:English style of; dress prevaiied~ particularly among 
the fQI"Dler. The ·bt)use& of the· higher classes in ViJia Rica aie-much 
·more ·~onvenierit: a·ad · ·bet~t':f.lmisbed than· ·any, I. saw~ ·'in Rio 
de Janeiro and St. Paul's, and are. 'for the ·most pan ·kept ·in· the 
exa<~test order.: '.I!heir beds·lee'med to· me -so elegant·as to·de~ve 
a ·particular ·descriptiQD. ·. ! T,he posts were of fine· wood; fluted· or 
earv~d in ;varioUtt•Ways ~--the \!~ides-plain,: the OOttmhs of boaftis·or 
1eatbeP. The- bed itself.'w~::of'eutton; \the s.beets of.:line· linen e<:lged 
with· laee: of bome·manu&tua~; full nine inch~ broad.:. The bolster 
was covered 'with :fitle biutilin, 'the ebds I of• which were edged ' also 
'With lace. . :Th~· pillows were made- mund- at, the: erids imd, ccwered 
witb-. pink saiim~t; j over which was aliOthrer. cover 'of fine .. inuuin~ , 
terminated ·with b..o&d l~e; :whieh beitlg-·starched ·an(J! d~ioately 
managed· had a. ~~ry' .ricll 'appearance. The .co\terlet was yellow 
ladnl ol; a Damask pattern, edged like the sheets and- pil1mvs with 
broad lace. The hangings' were of the same materials, in the form o( 

·a canopy, .Without· curt-ftini. Not excepting t.he refineme-nts of 
Ment· date in tbi& -artiijle of .fumiture, I never ·saw beds so magni .. 
·6Ceat .a& those of t~ opulent ia this captain~y, . · 
• ·Every thing ~ing·\iOw in- readines& for. my departure, I waited 
upon the·:se,~nd ·jnhabitants· -to whom. I' had· been: introduced to ex• 
P*' ~,. thanklf. :for ·the ;poli~ attentions: :.lbey; !ha.d •sbeWD . me,. and 
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tecei•ed from: them' the 'most. obliging. ·assu~ric~ of fnendsb~p and . 
the kindest -Wisbe8· for tny; we1fare. · • T also, much· iO m.Y ~gret, took 
Jea•e of. nty·. valt''*'. ·:frielld and;· ·felio~~t~veller ' Mi·~ ·oOOdall, ~base. 
a6irs required IHm t0 go to. lk • .J~~b -del · ·Rey, and · then~ return to 
Bio de Janeiro. Never wa8 a traveller ·more forttm'ate in a ~mpanioli; 
always\ :Cheetfait and ·in. spiritS;,~: ·he·.: LadYtlle'· :Lappj. ~ulty : of .. re
ge'Ging every thing. on :jts ·brigbt •'8io~' anct' in ·an the. variotudnoon- :~ 
veniences of bad roads, wretched inns, miserable fare, ·and \vorse · 
acoommodatirm, be eem.plified the uath · Of·the ~ udagi. · tllaj ·"a 
merry ~heart· bath a· 'Cohtia•ttfeMt."· &ing · pedectly · m·astet 'ef ,the · 
lang1iage,:· and. w.ell'~tlaiated. with the oh~ter arid mtmtieri of 
tae· peeple, laeHJa4&! liiiiiMif. at· henie· eveiy whete,; atad generally' · 
cootr.Breci:t.o· .tinur froiD. tt. oontereatidn .. of . tbO!Ie' otrouhd. biin ~ 1 

tepic either. .for li,.ly reiiWltk '•t>r mstructi¥e. eoDiUien~ i : 'nel~ arm~ .. 
·ble· ·qtialities, tho• o6pri~ .. ofLa ~ilki•atecl· under«ftn-ding and· an : 
· mcelleatllea.t; RBRe bim·.vdouble•ol&im·'tO·;tltat·· JUJpect aDd oon-' · 
fitlenee:whieh. 7fff1 eter: eilteltah• fOr. :thOle! whom . we ' ~n~h: by 
the 811J1ek}f;frieadJ ' · 1 .. ' · •d • I . : ;.; 1••·. ' ~ u·: ,· i · • · : . '; 

I . , . .. · . . . : .. ' .' )'_It) s. . . I :', ,' ! : I'. ' l' 1 •. 1 : : i.: • · • : · ! : I I. 
. ~ 

'"' I : I , ' ' t I 'J t ' , ' • !'~ ._ ~ • .. . ' 4.' .-- · • t ... } · .• : , : !!; •. ~~ , ·. ·• f ' • . • . 
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.. _ ; ;~ .. ! · ' . . '(. . ! : .... : , . .... 'l '. . ;· . 

:: Joumey fr• Villa ·Rica tb · Tejtico, :file. ·Capital of .. lhe ··ntafUIUI 
'·' , ' . , ~ ' . I • 1 j .Dil..-t~ I ' •. ' / ·. '.: . ·. : 

; I I>~' 1 ; ; . I ~ ~ ( ~ • , • • • I I ~ ,• : . • ~ ·- • ' I i • J • 4 ;· . : -~ r. . ; .. ! . I 

·:UAVl~G:·p~o~~y~~t l~te" .. :td .;H~~E:tuelle.cy~:~e ·~ 
~·-~:d"·I.i•ba•,. ·gt•lDg hil* an !800bt1Atof·my p~mge, 1 · set 

.,fMit \ fiom.1Villa·BM:a, ·etteodtd .:by tbe'itwo·'SOidters··.aftd ·my ·'negro 
l eervant.~ ~.. I~plifi ~~,ae,dty iOf .ldanatJBi•·.cl · .enta;d updn 
_.the plaia:in .U&: .• Hiait,r.alreiilcl¥:nM$tidaed,. :wbibh ill tbe·tainy· ~~a&lkio 
~- ••:.entirel, :,"e..ft~•tMl· ~ ·· To -tihe left I~·· ·a bearitiftll-~ 
JOJIIt.ntic·mOOotaip ~lled..J.IoJ!o de Santa: Alia~ •OD .wkith stOOd man; 

. amalh DCBt ~ hOu~;~ aunQtuidedi by ooft"~lantation& ~ · orMageries; 
. ib ~ waa.-watered by,a .cc>I'ViAha or rivulet, .the batib! of which 
· oontaio,much gold, &Dd 81'e worked by. ·the inhabitants of the IDOUDt. 

· Pauing onward, the road became very confined; and the land, though 
now covered wi\h wood, appeared to have· been fOt'merly uDder cal.. 
tivation .. · · We here met a number of mules ,)aden with suga.-, 
,destined for· Villa Rica, .or if not sold there, for Rio de .Janeiro. 

We arrived and refreshed· at a little village called· Camargo, and 
passed an excellent house, situated · near a rivulet of that name, 
where there is a gold-washing which employs about two hu'Ddred 

. negroes, and is -said 'to be very productive. About a league farther 
-·we passed a poor little placd called Bento Rodrigo, and about six" in 

the evening anived at a very considerable village called lorectiooado. 
which contains full fifteen hundred inhabitants. . It had been more 
populoua, but its mines having decreased it was then on the de
cline. Finding no inn that offered any thing tolerable, I alighted 
at the houae of a shopkeeper, wbQ very civilly provided me an 
apartment to sleep in, and introduced me at supper to his wife and 
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three other ladies, whose &Ociety ·;was very· pleasant .and· cbetr-ful. 
On the next day, after so~ trouble, my soldiers at a late .bour pro. 
cured mulet~, when I set out about ten o'clock upon ·a·bad road, and 
after tral·elling half & I~ ~rriv~- a~. too Corgo de Irifectionado. 
a fine rivulet flowing tbrougb- a · country rich in gold, particularly 
·~ar ·the· viJlage ·.of. Satata·~~··wiJei'Ct' ·waabirigs ··appea•·io• all 
directions. From hence to the village of Catos 'Altos, . tW'o ·Jeaguei 
distant, is a tract of the finest open country I ever travelled in ·Brazil; 
.it baa many· &Jatu.-:.reaemblin.g tbat belweeia·;.M~K -&nd · DM-b)f; 
:end ita·..Oontaio• ~r a. atrong aimilarity to·thorse ~or ·Westmorelani:l. 
There •re slips. io some .. of them .in which topue&•a~~e;fo...-1, bUt 

.. -.el1. •1 of pxl ·quality. ·This .distriet ~red.:~\lally~"·lllihld 
. fol: •iaing and .-gricuJtlu;e, the ground being rich~abavei ••·weK • 
. hdow. 'f.be village . of, Catoa .AJto&, througah whioh ·, wel :~ 1..,: 
. tains at )eest two thousand inhabitants, and is situated, in·.a pOp.
. lob&. neighbourhOod. .: 'Ehe public. buildi1J81 . ·are · well 'con*tr&c:ted, 
· ·MCI:. the. pd1'&te iloull88 in. general.appear .very.' Detpectabia;\ ba~ tar 
_,11ideat ~arks of. ·decay. . "We ~rosaed· the riYer., . which iaJlJ'OMi ~ .t.t 

.. shallow~·, aad baa •wka. on; its ·banka of· gr.ter. extent: and ·~ oDdei 
better managellieot dum ·any ·I ~ad .hithei'to:seen·. ,· Tbe ·w~;.; 

, eioity is irrigated. hy auiJleOOua, ·r.ivuletst· ·mau,. · of which. ·are\:di--
verted from tlleir toursee ·t:Q a great. distaace. fur the •perpase ef gold. 

: washing~ In all partS, eten GD the· tops aud sides· ~ ·the biHi~' we 
. observed operatioos of. this·kiad goiag on·; 'in tbe valleys thebe ,were 
. maay spots :still rich in . .gold, which ~ad not yet been washed.• ..... 

. Continuin-g abou~ six miles over this Baked country, we entered 
911 a more confined road, aad passing a village called. Cocaea, . p~D
oeeded half a league further in the dark, to the J;Panaion of Sen her 

. Felicia, the CapWn Mor of the district, where we alighted, ·having 
.travelled this day above thirty miles. On being announced I was 
immediately shewn up stairs into. a suite of han~some apartments, 

.. fUrnished with great magnificence, where I was introduced by the 
: Captain to his amiable )ady ~nd .daughter .. '\Ye were joined ·by· 
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Dr~. Gomeda, a man of. ·taleats ·and ieienee, with whom I en term 
ioto coovenation,; and who afterwards slaewed me a 1ine collectimt 
of gold in various fo~ms, aoine like duck-shot, others· laminated with 
micaceous: iron, others .arborescent. ·He bad ·.also some specimeas of 
a~Jactitic matter, on .which nitre was forming, others of specri1ar 
~n ore. ·and three or four fine . pieces of chrome, which I at .first 
too~ for .realgar. From this gentlemaD I received. oousiderab)e . iii· 
fa~mation respecting .the m.inera1ogy of the couutry, which is so dif~ 
~~to be:obtained·aacurate, that.I found reason to rej~t alt whicll 
did not correspond . with what I saw. In tbe course of the cwening 
the party wu joiaed. by the .Count. de Engenhausen, who eommandS 
a corps· of cavalry in the district~ He made many enquiries of me 
respi!Cting.Englaad, that being the. country in which be had reeeived 
bia edllCation, and to which: he seemed aa· much attached as .to his 
•ti~ soil •. 
, This large establishment, ·though 8ti~1 rich in. gold, is worked · b.J 
ODly two hundred ~eg~. ·, On~ part of the . estate is ali ~uriferous 
mountain of acbistu~, containing beds of micaceous iron ore; toe 
latter. substance forms a thin stratum, which contains gold in grains 
laminated with it. It is· singiJ1ar 'to .remark, that the cascal~ 
which .gcnerally, nay almost .io~.ariably, occua in raviilei and low 
aituationa.is he~ found. at a very small depth below the summit. 

Tbe discovery of the original gold-mine in thii rich .rmaaria ii Said 
to have be~ owing to the following accident. &me negroes em
ployed in clearing ·the land~ broke. up an arit-bill of cons~derablo 
lise, .when on laying it open to the ·air, for the purpose ·of dettroy. 
iug or dispening the insects, large grains of gold were found. It is, 
however, highly probable. that the general characteristics of the 
~il had Jed to -the discovery long : before this period,· and that the 
accident here related 8erved only to indicate the presence of gt>ld ·in · 
a part which had not been supposed to ·contain any. The estate iS 
situated almast. in the centre of the utining country, and is reputed 
~e of the richest portions of it. The 'owner and his brother, -~0 

' 
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wpartllelli, .have conducted: the:W ~ncems in a liberal way, and are 
taid .to. be ·very weakJty. · ·Jt wu my ·ph to have staid a day or two 
for the purpose of inspecting the· eatemiVe · Work• wliicb they have 
opened ; bUt I· forbore ·to ~nake eay t'eqUest of this· liature, as: I per
beived, or supposed, some littte:jealousy or suspicion respecting IDJ 
t'ie\YS. ·. · It seemed· .to. be tbe. opidion 'here, · aa ·well as in :Other place&t 
that: I· had 'd. mi&Sion· fiom; Oo~m'JIIieDtt authorizing me to enquire 
inoo tbe state· of· the mina,, ·and·gire ~ repol'tcwncerning them. ·: .. 
· .In: riding past the works, after having 1;aken leave of tbe cap~ 

I did not pe~eift :an!·· ·maehiuei'J ·uied. for facilitating manual 
labour. ·The tedious p~ Of!washing b.f IJaod was mOlt generally 
practised ; . in ~ in8t&n0e& mclined aaoes were u81d,. Which,. if 
earned •to -the d~gi'te of improve.-nt of. whica they are .sWideptiblet 
mightmuoh IJJ()Jfe.'effectually answer the pUrpoee. ~ · . . . . . . . .. . .. . 

Between the mountain on Captain :f.elicia's· estate and 'the Yilllige 
of·:Sabar& i$ a;rich mmiitg district, .w.ltielli estend&·alao to Brum&re, 
ewer o.:continuatiou'uf hilly;eoantry •. ·It is occupied by.aev.er&l opu• 
lent ·minel'l,~wh:o'posaess many fine grtMJnds still'onworked. A tract 
of land a few miles iu . extent is appropriated to apcultural.purposes• 
beiag reputed to be destitu~ of gold. : . . · · · 
. I proeeeded . four ~gues. GVei' :a wen ... &tereci" and.finely..,ooded 
country, to .a .hamletcalled Vas, :a name which had · become familiar 
to my-ear ·throogh the frequent n;~ention· which my soldiers made of 
... the good·old'mao 4>f-Vas:' . This person, .whose · reeeption· of me 
fully justified the app61Jation witb which he had been ciistinguiabed; 
w.as a farmer · from· Oporto, who had· been. resident·~ aboat forty 
years.. · He bought the estate with twenty negroes upoo it, aDd · paid 
for it by yearly instalments in twenty years afterwaida. · ThiiiiDGdQ 
of disposing of estates is much practised, beiag at o~ce eaay to the 
purcha~r, and adn.ntageous to the Seller, u it ensures to the laue. 
a better price than he could obtain on the c:Oodition of immediate 
paJment. The bouse, which is well-built and convenient, baa a 
sugar-mill and dinillery attaehed to it .. · The iUg&r. is. generally aen~ 

.. 
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to Rio,. under an ·agreement w.itit the carrier, giriai.him half· or 
•JGIIIet.itbee ·t~thilda ·of ·tbe pmceeds; llfitb ~ p~ of back-cU. 
riage of 'salt, iron, imd other commodities. .. . i • . · -:. ·: ., i ' 

~ · :· Owing ·to the. ]dnd· BIDiloities •of .;fdy· wortht·liost,- tbe · tveoiag 
:pasaed very agteeably. · ·MaDJ· of the· neighbours came to see aind 
converR with me, as I was.the:fint ~lilbman,. or periaps foreigner, 
.'Whq had ever travelled·- far iDto the iotlerior •. TbeiiT·ctniG&ity led 
them to·.exami.ne · alOWBt·~ry·im.pteiDeot I eanied·with me-; mt 
·lliddle; bridlb~ ·and ' stinitps were· viewed with grtat ,attention ; bor 
wuld they, imagine how it! was pouible··to si~ in the former with ant 
degree of ~aaiety. : r·Tbae -~ ~ oonvillciog them :that it was ·mucli 
prefeRable. ito . the, ·&,rtupae ad~ which h8s • ridge about: ejg4d 
iadies·bigh. ·beth. hefehUuad ·behilld; ao. thd the rider. is, aa it were. 
jn the stocks, and, though aot:so liable to ·be thrown out, ~halo a moe' 

·ga~liiig and aDeGmfortable Beat •. 
· ~ . .. Tile :nes-t •braiog :1 'VilkW :the. negtocs' .hOusetJ,. &Dd waa ·mua. 
~d. to- find ooe ~et ·a pan for ~:~pion ·or poor· and distreeeeci 
-truellog negroe~t~ wO:i here find. a fatherly p-otMtion,- and ate alloWei 
~·~·~ long&timeu mayaaittheir neeeaaities. · On taking re."fe 
of the good old gentleman, I could not ~prevail oa hun to ~pt eDj 
lemoneratiori. fbr· hi& kindneis, and be replied to my thanks with the 
\v&nM&t!BssUJ'ailoes of Welcome.· · ·I Ct'06sed a fine s~ 'and fM8 
through: sev.erat· plantations of .sugar-cane,· which· -w..w. • thia ~ 
nearly. ready for .catting. The country,· as we proceeded, gradually 
bealmei.moiieo mouiitaioo-.., ana abeuaded with. ·argillaceout sohiitua 
~ry.foil of.qautz." · .. After- ·ridiug about six~ ·mih», we saw a ·ve., 
•in~laY ·mountain, or bare rock of granite;· ealled·.Jtalbhe, fora~i&g 
p&rt .ofa: high ·ridge which lay· on·.our· left. AbOut four o~clock; we 
ariived at' a ~ village, also. called ltambe, situated. near a. li
aver :of the same. name • .. This place was .. ,fomaerly:of &OIJ)e. cO~ 

) 

qtreooe, but-as· the .'geld in its·Yiciaiity·failed, it sunk into.~verty.ahd 
-wretchedness. ·It contailia about a thousand inhabitants, who, · de
grad~· to ·the loWest ·stage .of inactive apathy,. ·lookled 8$ ii they were 

9 

Digitized byGoogle 



( 107 ) 
. ; . " · . ~ . \ . 

. tlae ghoSts of: ·their p10geniton ·•uatiag the ruias . of their-depBite&l 
wealth. · . · ·· · · · · .·.: . · ~ · ·;. ·· • ·.- ... ' : 
. Evety thing a~t:them. bore: a .dleerlaa:aspd; ·the ·h011f1D •ere 

.._dy to fall to the pound· through ·waat af repair; .·tbe·.dooro-pla.ca 
were overgrown with grus; li.adi the. patct. of garden•grotand tltat 
here and· there appeued were eovered witll weeds.. ·The .face. of. . the 
~untry, too, ·wait eoti.,Jy .diiereat . from that which .I. bad .puaed :OD 

my way -hither, being altiTenially eterile, ·dry, and-stony.~~ } It may 
.,veil be snppo&eJI, from .tbi~tlde&eriptipn, that ouc accxmmedatio• 
))ere were ctf the·wont. kiod. :: .we :halted !at a miserable &bode, ~;wb,ere 
.U..,. ottered us some mouldfi Iadiab: co~· aud feijoaea, :a~ : after:·~ 
ptat deal -~f'difticu1ty1 procuJedal·a ilwL ,Myae..Vant.ns ob1ige1i 
JO .cbn . .all,tbe utemill befOre t.1ae1 coUld bB UBeel.; ..d·tbc'IOidierBt 
while· cooking; were obliged. to guanl the~ pot lest. 8011le: ba.IUamisJaecl 
prowler~ steal it. ,".Tiae.-commaadaot of t.be. place; :with·•hom 
"e aad afteJ.wardst s.Qme, coaveraation,.anawered our .. Jemarka·oa:.the 
~isible sigas Oi. ~~•tiOa -in ·the! Ieob,of tbe,. vilagen, · byi .coolly •11-
~,.." While·tbey.get :lndian ·oom .to.ea~, aod·wator ~. dl:iuk, the1 
will not ctie .of h-.er.". I :WU pd ·tG de~ nom .this ho~ of 
famine as fast as possible, heartily joining in the exclamation. vsbioh 
&be Pbrtupe.ie :b~e;bestowed upon ttc· ." De ·las miHDas de I~ 
Seahor .nus li.bre," ·"'"1 (.From the :Dlilerir.a·.of ~·the-· Lord :deliYer 
esl)., .; ·. · . . . ,. , ,. , : : t. . ... ,, ;· :··· I · . •• . . .. 

. . :. ·Afrer. riding. abOut~ five miles, we ca.e to the RiYer of· Oaiaees; 10 
oamed from the numiJen of . tlaose · aaimals 'which formerly .infested 
jts banks. Changing our. mules at a village called.Uagoa..,.istiog 
9f a few miserable fazendu,:n.pr'OC!Ieded .a· le•e-over ·a most 
~gged and m0a~ua mad, and. passiag a ridge, aeatereri 011 a fioo 
oountry, preientiDg to .. view . . a gaud pieturesque mountain aearly a 
league .diamRt .. from us.;, a~ut JDid .. way. ·up was· a large .house,~ 
w.hich ·we directed our coune. We forded a rather deep river called 
nio Negro, on account. of the blackness of its waters, caused by th~ 
decomposition of. bituminouS 'or Yegetable' mattel". Its margin, along 
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frlhieh we rode .for .some distanee, praeJited .sotne fibe .graaiag land, 
Passing through a broken and irregular tract of qountry, we arriv" 
at another deserted village caJled Gaspai Suares,.add ~;up. to' the 
house abore·mentioned• the owner of w'hilih. was from.hollle,. but hilt . . . 
lady received me ver.y politely. , Having arrivedi rather early· in the 
evening, I employed myself 8ome time in walking about -the grounds.; 
the ·mountain on wliich the house stands coilaiats almost eotireJy.o€ 
~caceous Jron. ore•; t'he wall befo~ the door of the bouSe waa bu~t 
of that substance. In.'some ~'to my gmeat"surprisey I obetrved 
it lying. in. regulai.strata, not:rilore than an inCh in thickness, between 
beQs ·of white .sand~ The quantity of ore· found in this oe-igh~ur .. 
hood is ao eooaiderable as to ha., induced Gov~riunerit to•mmmence. 
an imn-wOI'k~UDder. the direction of Mr.Femaudo.de. Camara,Inten~ 
ant Of the Diamond Dietqct. In ajd ofthii uadertaking~- :the gel}4 
tleman,"at.whose_house I was a guest, haS'preaen'-l a·squareJeago~ 
of w.ooct.Jand, the .only tract of that description in the nei~hbourhOod, 
The ground _for the intended works· is inarked out,. anCl-a few biOcli.s 
.,r.atone .are pnepared; but th~ :uodeltaking ·*D;J• to· go. t>n· v.ety. 
alowly, :aaa: probab~, ~ill· aot : aiqve: ·at ! any great ·de!ftie of. :peP~ 
(eCtioo. · .. i . ·;.. . · · . . . ·• . .. · .. 

. ''Fbi& bill ·and the streams DeW; it. were formerly .rich ill,gold~: bUC 
they have been· eomplettiJy waihed,. :and are.&~ ~t aa-.mucli a..; 
hausted as the works at Itambe. A rivulet which runs over tbe:top 
of the hill aiOrded: ;corivenieaces for wa!ibiiJs •.. which. are. very raiely 
tO· be met With.; it is now intended . to be cGDve..ted to: the use of the 
iron mamdactorY. . . . :. .. · · ·· · 

On the .follow.iag:day:I cootinqed:my.route northerl)i1 oRr a·fi~ 
aoul1try,; and,: after ridiag. ar ra~her.~alking; aboUt :six· miles of bad 
roa~ with- wretcbt'B m~les, a&Cepded a hill. abounding with ric~ com
pact iron ore.: Two·l~guea of the way ~Were e011ered rwitb.excellent 

• • .. • 0 
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oxide af'irob,atid it. appeared as if the hills were entirel1 covered .with 
that·BUbetance. Without any material occurrence, we arrived at a beau
tiful rivulet, near which stood a miserable but, where two women were 
weaving cotton. This place, apparently so insignifieant, proved one 
of the inost interesting, in a minerc&logical point of view, which I had 
hitherto visited. "It is called LargoS, and also bears the name of Oro 
Branco' (Wbite Gold), iD allusion to a granular substance, not unlike 
gpld in size and weight, found in a gold-washing in the bed of the 
stream. Tbis substance, which has since been proved to be platina, 
was.discovered many. years a.gO in the cascalhio below tbe vegetable 
earth, and incumbent Qn the solid rock, accompanied with gold and· 
black oxide of iron. From these circumstances the people judged it. 
to be gold united with some other metal,' from w·bich it could not 
be separated ; and, as the quantity of real.gold found was small, and 
the wbite gold, as they. c~Jied it, was not . known to be of value, the 
w.otk w~s gradually neglected, and at length abandoned. I procured 
a specimen of. the substance : it appeared accompanied with osmium 
aod iridium, and was in rougher grains than the platina brought frooi 
the province of Cboco ; which latter circumstance may· be' owing . to 
its not having been tritu~ted with mercury. N o.w that the sub. 
stance is known to be plat.ina, it is doubtful whether the work might. 
·be rettumed with advantage, as the demand for that article is at pre. 
~n~ so. small, that the quantity sold ·would hardly pay expences. 
Near this place is a work called Matn Cavalhos. 

The rivulet of Largos empties itself into the Rio de. St. Antonio, 
along which we rode a small distance, and, proceeding about four 
miles farther, arrived at Conce~o, a large and tolerably handsome 
vilJctge. I was conducted to the house of the curate, who kindly. as· 
aigned to me an apartmt'nt for the night, and, perceiving that I was 
pnweiJ, gave me an invitation to rest a day, which I very gladly 
accepted. 

I here reeei~ed many visits from ·the villagers, whose curiosity had 
been excited by the news of an Englishman ha'·ing arriv.ed_: some .of 

EE 
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them ·were upwards -of eighty .yeais of age, and, ai they: had· :resided 
here more than fifty, they were able to give many curious ·accoUnts of 
the country, and of the prOgress -and decline of its mines. I watt 
much pleased with the infoi'Qlation they communicated, but more so 
with the attention of the good curate, who corrected every misrepfe.. 
sentation, and.seemed anxious that I should not "be le(f into error, 
either through accident or design. By some means ·or other, all 
opinion circulated among them that I was a physician, and numbers 
of infirm persons, principaJly old men, women, and children, wens 
brought to me for advice. In the evening we were entertained with 
music by some of the younger females, who brought their guitan, and 
sung several pleasing· airs. · 

I was here shewn a Bobtocoody Indian boy~ apparently about 
Dine years of age, who had been taken about six months ·before. 
He could not utter .a word of Portugueze ; but, from the expre$siori 
of his countenance, he 8eemed capable of being taught any thin~ 
His: eyes had so much vivacity . in them that they a1nio6t spoke• e&
pecially when his' attention was attracted by any thing ag~ble, as 
I. found by offering him a few sweetmeats, ·with which be seemed 
·much delighted. I examined his features and the construction of 
his frame with some curiosity, as exhibiting the characteristics of the 
singular race of men from whom he "sprung. The face was short, the 
mouth rather wide, the nose broad, the eyes large and black, skin or 
a dusky copper-colour, hair jet black, strong, straight, and of regular 
length, limbs stout and well-proportioned, feet large, probably from 
going without shoes. He lived with a poor woman, who· clothed 
and brought ]Jim up exactly as one of her family. On enquiring how 
he came there, I was informed that he belonged t!) a party of Indians 
who were surprtsed at a place about six leagues distant, and all either 
felt or escaped, except this little fellow, who was taken care of, and 
brought hither by an officer resident in the village. . 

· Being still too unwell to -travel, I remained another day, and met 
with every attention and care from the good clergyQJan and hill 
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housekeeper• In tbe course. of ·conversa~n, he informed me that 
he ·studied and had been ordained .at St. Paul's; aod when he' le~rnt 
that· r bad been there so recently, seemed much pleased, and asked 
me many questions respecting the ;present state of that city, which .. 
shewed his attachmer~t to it as the scene of his youthful days . 
. About a .week. previous to my arrival, tbis.village wa& the scene of 
a.sbmewhat remarkable adventure.·. A trope.ro• going to Rio deJa .. 
neir~ .lfith :some loaded mules, ~ ·ove~en by two cavalry soldiers, 
who ortlered him to surrender .. hia ·fowling-piece; which being done, 
tbey·bored· the butt~ with ·a gimblet,. and finding it .hollow, took 
off·tbe ·iron &oBi the·ead, wliere th~y found a eayity containing about 
three hundred· carats of diamonds, which t~y immediately ~eized. 
The man 'ia vain .. protested his innocence, stating that he bad bought 
the gun of a :friend : he ;was hurried away, and thrown .into prison at 
Tejuco, where l afterwards· saw \Um., The di.amond~ ":ere ·con
fi&eated, and the. soldiers~ received half their value.' ·The ·fate. ·of this 
mail .is-a .dreadfol iDSta.nce of the rigour ·of the.existing law•: he will 
forfeit all h·is .property, and be confined, probably, for the remainder 
of his days ·in a ·loathsome prison, among f~Jant •nd : murderers. 
What must be the feelings.(if, indeed, be can~ ~id to·possess any) 
of the man who betrayed him; for, doubtless, the poor .fellow owed 
his misfortune to some aecret villain, ill the shape of a confidential 
friend, who, having learned his mode of carrying ~iamonds concealed, 
had, for the sake of a paltry premium, or from some mean-spirited 
motive, given notice of it to Government l . How· must tl)e mi11creant 
recoil ·at having brought to irreparable ruin, and plunged intp that 
lowest state of human misery, perpetual imprisonment, a mal:l·.who 
not only claimed his syn1pathy as a fellow-creature, but was united 
to him by the ties of friendship'! 

• An owner of mules, who traYels with a number of them, carrying poet. for other ~ 
.ISODit at·wcll a. on hia o~ accoUDt. . . . . 
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The viiJage of Conret>fao seemed to me large enough to oontairi 
two thousand inhabitants,' but, like most others in this :exhausted 
district, it was fast hastening to decay. The rent of a . tolerable· 
house is about. two shi1lings·a month. The only manufac~ure carried 
on here is that of a. little cotton, which ·is spun by the hand, and 
woven into-coarse shirting." It appears to be a m~xim among the in
~abitants rather to go naked, than labour to clothe themselves. The . 
vestiges of old-gold-washings in every direction, and tbe slight quan
-tities still found in all ·parts; from· the summits of the mountains to 
their -bases,"might ahnost lead a 'tniveller to conclude tliat the whole 
country was at on.e pericxl auriferous • .. :'rbe: surface is· ·iri general fine 
red -earth, arid in niany ·partS -presents fine situatioDS for iron-works, 
as there is ·ore and wood in abundance •. It is much. to. be wished 
that sudt works were ·established ; for .iren .is so:dear: at. Concewao, · 

· and the ·peo~le in . general 'so poOr; that too ntule8 have· seldom a s~oo 
to their -feet, which ·is' itk!lomt ·:to · the ·riders, and dangerous! to thii 
animals: themseive9; '88· they are ooniinually. ·coming .down, particn+ 
'larly when ascending·a· clay~hill, ~fter a· shower of rai~ •. · 
· ·Neither here, nor in any otb('r. part of my journey from Villa IUca, 
did.· I obserfe any limestone~ . thoogh J. was informed · that con8ider:. 
able quantities w~re ; founCl neal' Sahara. · . · . : . . . . , 
· Taking leave of the wortby. curate, I set out for. Tapinha..eanga •, 
distant about · 'thirty miles. After an unplaasaQt . ride throUgh a 
t-ough stony country, abounding in qpartz l~minated with schistus, I 
reached a 'village · called· Col-vos, ·where :there are soine .gold~ washings, 
bne ~ :\tliich producedt about 'half:a ·year ago, a net profit ofSOOl., 
though ·only four negroes were employed a month upon it. The J'GBd 
to the village above-mentioned led through a most uneven tract, pre· 
senting formidable precipices, which required .. 1J5 ~ to trave_J . \v-ith so 
much caution. that we did not complete o\u' jourQ.ey until ~n .hour 

• Caup ia the IWDC of !cmaginoua qurtz, fragments of which abOund in tliis town, 
and ~rc uecd for pa'fiD& the atrect1. 
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after sun-set. I was received into a very respecta'ble house, which 
had the· appearance .of former opulence~ The owner, Captain. BotO 
Jarden, a venerab]e old gentleman, came to welcome me: on enter
ing into conversation, he informed me that he had emigrated hither 
from Oporto at the age of seventeen, and had Jived here sixty-two 
years. He was tempted. to settle here by the hope of: par.ticipating 
in the rich treasures for which the country was then famed ; but he 
arnved two or .three years too Jate : the mines were already. on the 
decline, and he was obliged to turn his aUention to agricultural pur" 
suits, in which· he persevered with such success' that he was enabled 
to rea1ize a comfortable independency, and. to bring· up :a .numerous 
famify ip credit and respectability. It bad been well if · his neigh~ 
·hours had ·profited bj so eminent an example, · instead of deserting_ 
the COUntry when the gold OD its sUrface disappeared. , That ~ily 
did. 80 was .evidait. from the declining state . of: the .village,;: a.great. 
number of. its houses wete . mHing tO decay,:other& .were :untenan~, 
and;its·population, :which formerly amounted ·to·.near tbree. thousand• · 
was d-windled io a ~hi_rd of th~t amount. . 
•. . Continuing my joumey·next day, 1 crossed the 'ridge of ·a;·Jofty 
1ihaio of moimtiiiDs; a'bolUldipg.with streams, tbat:w-ere·much .trwoln 
iB .consequence .of the ·)ate -raias; .on.e .of the· largest;. c&Ued iRio 'd<»s 
-Peobes, I lfol1ded. :tbricie, .18ild· entered on··a wide :champaign eountty. 
'In manJ. 'parts r 1 saW.· large trads of bare p~ace8, .where the . gtit-stooe 
altern~ted witb a11gi1laceous -ichistus~ ·.The next ten,l\liles Jed .through 
.8-'D eJe~atqd and fertil~· plain, i,itersected W.ith rivulets in.· every .d;irec
tio.o-,' and well calculated for farming, 'but very ; thinly inhabited. 
Early in the afternoon I teached an eminence, from which I had a 
fine ''iew of Villa do Principe, situated on the nse -of a lofty hill -op

'posi~e;the ·base_ of_whlc.h wa~:~s~d· .,. a·_ri~let ~all~ ~rinha. 
CJuatro Vengtems•·. ·on···arriviri'g' in :the ·town;' I wits e·ondi:i~ted ~to 

. fi.• 

. . . . . " ' . '' ' .'' .. ' . :. ' . l 

· •· .FoUt yengtenis are.nearly-equaltoa·~lJJingof oOI' moner~ .WJRo·thirriTalet wai~ 
washed for gold; the qiiatitity pi'Oftct\4 bydcla ~ amoantecl In -wlue,&G ihat....... A. · 
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to the house of the governor, or chief magistrate, who reeeived. mer 
very politely, and introduced me to his lady and a parlJ of frieeds~ 
with whom I took tea. · · · · ... 

Villa do Principe was establish~d a& a comarco,. or .. district, in the 
year 1780, when the gold-washings were .most productive :j · but. it 
dates its origin fifteen years earlier,· at which period. the place was 
discovered by the Pauliatas, who bad then commenced to ·migrate 
from Villa Rica and the adjacent.settlements. The towa. at present 
contains about five thousand· inhabitants, the most considerable pro,. 
portion of whom are shopkeepers, and the rest artisans, farmers, 
miners, and labourers. Here is a bouse of permutation, to w bich 
every miner in the district brings the gold he obtains, and pays the 
royal fifth, as is done in. Villa Rica.. · The ouvidor holds the office of 
tnint-mas~r, which ~nders his situation one of the best in the gift of 
the crown. Here are several inferior. o8icen beloaging to. variou,' 
departments of the public service .. As this town is situated· very 
oear the confines of the Diamond District, and on the high road 
leading to it, the strictest regulations prevail respecting the passage 
of all persona thither. No one, except travellers on business, with 
certificates to that eft'ect, is ·a~ to proceed~ until a formal notifi
cation has been made to the governor of that <liltrict; the laws of 
which are so strict, that any person ·found within ·it, out ofth~ regu
lar road, is liable to be apprehended on suspicion, and subjected to 
an examination, which. frequently occasions much trouble and delay,. 
· The country around Villa do Principe is very fine and opeo. beiD« 
free from thoie impenetrable woods; which occur so frequently in 

6e ~io then lay near tbe earfac:c;, and nqw.,d YftJ Uttle ttouble to p at; one washer 
could dear about tlrClYc bowle-ful per hour, whi<:h waa c:.oaeidcnd a. COIIIpafatiYdJ ~ . . . . ' . 
retam. 

In the mines they hue two methode of estimating the quantity produced: for example 1 
Q._amo Venpm*.laei'C mean. four 'tODgtaDI ·of·golct. which ia equal to ~ht ~~per' 
Wbenu, in B.iaule .~ the ·IIIDCIIKfll.leM·~-~ of:copper •. · ·. 
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other parts of ~e. province. Its soil ia in general very productivb, 
add the ,climate ·mild and salubrious .. 

· .At a wasliiog· about six leagues distant, a lump of gold was. found 
9f several pounds weight. From the same place I procured some 
abovei two ounces. and obtained the large crystals now. in my ~ 
aiom,: oae of· which is coosidered as unique. . · 

I quitted -Villa do Principe about noon on the day follawing, tafter 
makiagmy acknowledgments for tbe poJiteattentioOs:Ofthe govemol\ 
who kindly sent .. a~nant to attend me the fint hgueoftbe·macL 
This ·Iilah. I oom111i8siened,- .under. a pt:omiae of pecuniary .rebem
peoce,.·· ~ !collect t for rile land-shells and iDSects, against my retum. 
which I expected · would take place in · two or three. months ; · aodt 
f!om .the ·aptness. with 'which .he reCeived my directions, (joineti tO 
the prospect of emdlumeot,) I,had Jittle .doubti tbat,he .would attend 
~o them. , ... · : ·. · .. · · : · . . . , . . 

·.As we· joul'oeyed. on, · I pereemxl that the C()Untry bore .aa .aa~ 
entirely different ·from .. tbat·'in the· aeighbourhood .of Villa .do.Prin+ 
pipe: its aurf~e, conllistiog ofroane.saad and rounded·quarbr peti-t 
bles, waa almeet destitute of wood or herbage. Oae·biiiQC~ neu 

. the road exhibited perpendicular lamiD.e· i ef micaceoas . gat, w.hich; 
on :aligbtil)g· from my:hotse. and examining; I foiood· tb be· iesiblei 
My 801dier; hearing me ·reniark that the · country bore cbraeteristicta 
which I had never observed elsewhere, exclaim~, "· Senhor, !We are 
in. the Dialll0n4 District.~· This CircumstaDce. which I bad not Be- -
fore tboug~t Of, fully accounted for the cha.~ W.e travellee over a 
very sterile cou~try for the firat four leagues, and passed aeverallrigb 
mountains. Towards·tbe close of the day we reached an eminence, 
fi'otn which we beheld a moat romantic cluster of dwellings, resem· 
bliog a labyriath, or a . negroes-town in Africa. · We desCended the 
bill, and approached the place;·· when, it being neadJ dark, I was 
conducted to a house much larger than an.y of . the others,· where 1 
learnt that the establishment was a diamond-work called San Goo• 
zaJes;. ·tbe finit which occ:urain the Cerro do Frio. . It has beea lome 
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time ·on the, decline, and employs- about .!Joo negroes. · Tbe·:ib· 
tendant, a very intelligent man, bad been appri*ed of our comi~g1by 
aletier from ·the governor at Te-Juco,andg&.ve· me avery friendly recep
tion. While engaged in conversation with him, I obserYed {it .being 
now · moon-light) some fine cows in front of tlie premises, and·' can.,. 
eluded that they were come ~o be milked, but this I und.erstood. was 
not the case~ They·were ·licking the d·Oot-~posts and/sides '06 the 
houses with much apparent eagerness, . and, on enquiring what tlris 
signified; I was told that they wanted salt. · They.:w.ere so tame and 
ptie· th.at, :on •holding o\lt my hand,.theJ.Iicked:it; rwboo;beingd~ 
aimUs·: ~: see the ·etfect .which . salt produced. oo· them, l •prqnretf 
lOme; ailtl·gave them a handful! ;but.tbey beeame so·very unruly 
for !more~ 'bat·had,I no~·inimediately de8iited arid retiredrtheir fury 
inight bant.- prOduced· serieai ribaseqaences.-Tbis article .is ·to ne-' 
cessary for the support of the cattle, that their very existence d~ 
penpa:on it, yet·~t·is eDC11iDbeml: witb a heavier duty than any other 
artiae ofimpart, iron 'alone e%cepted. Surely, when it is cooaideted 
that; vast ~erda are daily seot from this province to Rio. de Janeiro1 

each .paying a thlL.of riear1y ·twelve sbillinss on croesing the river 
)?laiaibun&, the impDliey of this duty ·must be self.evident, because~ 
in ·laiaing. the .priCe of tlie cooimbdity to an excessive · degree, it 
checks the · breed of cattle, and tbti& .ultimately defeats the purpose 
for. which it was imposed~ . 
• ·Tile· nest clay; Wore we left tbia romantic platce, I devoted some 
lime· to an el!amination of the refnse·hillocks contiguous to the 
~ODd woiks, but found notbing among tbe h~ps of quartaose 
ttones, .whieb had been washed when thiS place. was more in. ll'epute~· 

l:here:noticed .a thin stratum below the roots ofthe grass, which I 
bad ~elsewhere seen,. bnt never so distinctly characteristic. It is 
called burgal~iJo, and consists of quartz pebbles, generally angular, 
and not unfrequently Jarge beds of solid quartz not more than four 
er fiye . .inches .thick. Tbis stratum does not appear to have been 
Jormed at the same time or by 'tbe same means as the.casCaJhioy 
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ftool whidl it ·it ,i.,aiiably . .separated .. bj." ·strlrtum. of: vegetable 
~arth unequal 'o thickae.• .; it i h&e · mot.e ·.the .. appearance of .a thin 
bed of · q~artz subsequently: shatterecl:into.ibllUate~ble fragments . .. . 

Having·ta~•·Milfe of·. the .aihei~tor,. I prGCfeede<l throu8h.a 
cpntinuation of mountainous and sterile country, very thinly .,.iJili.a..
~ited. I stopt a~ one of the best of the few miserable houses on 
the road to procure some refreshment. There was a half-starved 
cat in the 4oor-way, the sight of which plainly evinced to me .... 
what I had to . expect. Poor animal, thought I, the habitation in • 
whjch thou existest, will not afford maintenance for a mouse, much 
Jess for thee! While musing on this picture .of distress and famine, 
a poor meagre woman came to the door, of whom I requested a 
little water, which she brought me, and while I was drinking it she 
began to implore charity. Her countenance had already expressed 
what her tongue now uttered : I gave her the few provisions my 
soldiers bad with them, together with a small piece of money, and 
took leave ;-the last words I heard from. her were those of gra
titude. 

Ere we arrived at this place, we had seen Tejuco at full twelve 
miles distance, and were now much nearer. We crossed two rapid 
rivulets, one of them caJled Rio Negro, the waters of which were of 
a very black colour, and afterwards passed a guard-house, or register, 
called Mielho Verde, situated near a stream of the same name, 
formerly much noted for diamonds. Here a band of soldiers are 
atationed, who are always on the alert, riding after and examining 
passengers~ 'l•he country is extremely rough, and destitute of vege
tation, cove.red in all directions with grit-stone rocks full of rounded 
quartzose pebbles. We rode two mile11 along the Corvinha de St. 
Francisco, which runs through the ravine at the foot of the mount
ain on the side of which Tejuco is built, presenting much the 
same appearance as Villa Rica. I entered the town, and took up 
my abode at the best inn, which contained some neat rooms, and 
afforded tolerable accommodations. 
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·This was Sunday the 17th of September, being one month since 
my departure from Rio de Janeiro, during which time I had been 
almost continually on horseback ; for the time I remained at VilJa 
Rica was principaUy occupied in journeys to various place& in tbe 
neighbourhood. 
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·CHAP. XIII. 

Visit to the Diamond Works on the River Jigitonhonha. -General 
Description of the Works.- Mode of Washing.- Return to Te
juco.- Visit to the Treasur9. ~- EzcursiQn to Rio Pardo.- Mu
cellaneous Remarks. 

THE continual fatigues, and want of accommodation on the 
journey, had rendered me very unwell, and I was therefore de

sirous of resting a week at Tejuco before I proceeded to the diamond 
mines.; but, learning that I bad been . expected. for the last two. or 
three days, I sent one of my soldiers up to the house of Mr. Fernan ... 
do de Camara, the governor, to announce my arrival, and to state 
that I . was prevented by indisposition from personally paying my 
respects to him. He immediately came with a few friends to visit 
me, gave me a most hearty welcome to Tejuco, and staid with me 
at least three hours. I delivered to him my public and private letten, 
passports, and other credentials, which he perused with great satis
faction, observing to the Ouvidor and his friends, that I possessed 
the same privileges which they did, having permission from the 
court to see every place I wished, which they were directed to 
shew me. He then told me that, in expectation of my arrival, 
he bad delayed a journey to the greatest of the diamond works, called 
Mandanga, situated on the river Jigitonhonha; which employs about. 
a thousand negroes, and on particular occasions double that nom"!' 
her. He was desirous that I should see this great work with all 
the machinery in operation, which would be very speedily re
moved, the late rains having swo1n the river so much as to reo. 
der working more, impracticable. He therefore kindly invited 
me to breakfast at his house on the . foliO\ving morning, when be 
would have all in readiness for a journey of about thirty miles to 
the place above-mentioned. 

F F 2 
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At an early hour I arose; and, though so unwell as to be scarcely 
more than half alive, I could not resist the favourable opportunity 
now offered me of gratifying the curiosity which had so long occu
pied my mind, by vi.sit\ng the diamond mine~, in company with t~ 
principal officer in the aiJministration of them, who was therefore 
qualified to f\lrnisp m~ with the amplest information. l\ fine horse 
was waiting for me at the door, and I rode up to the house of the 
governor, who introduced me to his amiable lady, daughters, and 
family, with · whom I bad the honour to take breakfast.· Several 
officers of the diamond establishment arrived on horseback t9 ac
eompany us, their presence being mquired on this occasion. 

At nine o~clock we aet out, and cros&ed the ravine; watered by the 
smaU· riv.u1et of St. :Francisco, w·h•h separates Tejuco. from the up. 
posite mountains. The road was very rough and uneven, continu,.. 
a11J ascen~ing or descending mountains of considerable extent, the 
strata of: which were grit ·alternating with micaceous schistus, and 
presenting. an immense quantity of rude masses, composed of grit 
and rouoded .. quartz; furming a loose and. friable kind of pudding~ 
stone~ ' Tbe.oountry. appeared almost destitute. of wood,- presenting 
occasiGnaUy. a few poor shrubs ; there were no cattle. to be seen~ 
yet some of the. tracts would certainly maintain. sheep .in g~at num-; 
hers. Hating halted. at a place about half way, we descended a 
very steep mountain, full a mile in the. declivity, and entered a 
ravine w.here. we cros.~d a very good wooden bridge over tbe river. 
Jigito~ which· is larger thah the. Derwent at Derby. We 
rode along ·its margin, where the land appears much richer, pre-: 
senting a good vegetable soil covered with underwood ; and, pro
ceeding about a Jeagtte, arrived at the famed place caJled Mandanga .. 
The habitatians. which are about one hundred in number, are built 
detached, and are generally of a circular form, with very high 
thatched roofs, like African huts, but much larger. The walls are 
formed of upright stakes, interwoven with small branches and coated 
with clay inside and out. The houses of the officers are of the. 
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same materials but of much more convenient fonn, and white• 
washed within. Neax some of the houses we observed .incloaurea 
for gardeus, which, in some degree, enlivened the prospect, u 
gave an air of comfort to theie rude and simple dwellings. 

I remained here five days, during which 1 was occupied in Tiewing 
and examining various parts of the works, of which I ahaU here: 
attempt to give a general description. 

This rich river, formed . by the junction of a number of 9t~• 
which will be hereaftet noted, is as wide as the Thames at Wiadsorf 
and in general from three to nine feet deep. The part now .in 
working is a curve or elbow, from which the current is diverted-into 
a canal cut across the tongue of land round which it winds, the 
river being stopped ju9t belo~ the head of the. canal by an embuk,. 
ment formed of several . thousand bags of sand. This. ia a wt>rk ol 
considerable magnitude, and requires the c:o-opuatioa· -of all. the 
.negroes to complete it; for, the river . being wide. aod. .not· v.efJ. 
shallow, and also occasionally subjeCt to overflows, they have to 
make. the eoi bankment so strong as to ·resist the pressure of tJ:ae 
water, admitting it to rise fuur or five feet. · 

The deeper parts of the channel of the river are laid dry by 
means of large caissons· or·chain.pumps, worked by a water.wheel1 
The mud is then carried oi", and the cascalbao is dug up and·~ 
moved to a convenient place for washing. This labour was, until 
lately, perfom1ed by the negroes, who carried the cascalhio in 
gamellas on their heads, but Mr. Camara bas formed·· two inclined 
planes about one hund-red yards in ]ength, along which carts are 
drawn by a large water-.wheel, divided into two parts, the ladles Ol' 

buc~etl of which are so constructed that the rotatory motion may 
be altered ~y changing the current of water from one side to the 
other; this ·wheel, by means of a rope made of untanned hides, 
works two carts, one of which desc~nda empty on one inclined plane, 
"While the other, loaded with cascalhao, is drawn to the top of the 
other, where it falls into a cradle, empties itself, and descends in its 
turn. At a work_ called· Canjeca, formerly of.-great importa~Jce, 
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abOut a mile up the river on the opposite .side, there are three 
cylindrical engines for drawing the cascalhi.o, like those used in the 
mining . country of Derbyshire, and also rail·ways over some un
even ground. This was the first and only machinery of consequence. 
which I saw in the diamond district, and there appear many ob. 
stacles to the general introduction of it. Timber, when wanted of 
large size, has to be fetched a distance of one hundred miles at a very 
heavy expence ; there are few persons competent to the construc
tion of machines, and the workmen dislike to make them, fearing 
that this is only part of a general plan for superseding manual 
labour. 

The stratum of cascalhi.o consists of the same materials with that 
in the gold district. On many parts, by the edge of the river, are 
large conglomerate masses of rounded pebbles cemented by oxide of 
iron, which sometimes envelop gold_ and diamonds. They calculate on 
getting as much cascalhio in the dry season as will occupy all their 
hands during the months which are more su~ject to rain. 'Vhen 
carried from the bed of the river .whence it is dug, it is laid in heaps 
containing apparently from five . to fifteen tons each. 

Water is conveyed from a distance, and is distributed to the 
various parts of the works by means of aqueducts, constructed 
with great ingenuity and skill. The method of washing for dia;. 
moods at this place is as .follows : - A shed is erected in the form 
of a parallelogram, twenty-five or thirty yards long and ab<_>ut fif
teen wide, consisting of upright posts which support a roof thatched 
with long grass. Down th~ middle of the area of this shed a current 
of water is conveyed through a canal covered with strong planks,. 
on which the cascalhi.o is laid two or three feet thick. On 
the other side of the area is a flooring ·of planks, f~m four. to 
five yards long, imbedded in clay, extending the whole length· 
of the shed, and having a slope from the canal, · of three or four 
inches to a yard. This flooring is divided into about twenty 
compartments or. troughs, each about three feet wide, by means of 
planks placed on their edge. The upper ends of all these troughs 
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(here called canoes) communicate with the canal, and are·so formed 
that water is admitted into them between two planks that· are 
about an inch separate. Through this opening the current .falls 
about six inches into the trough, and ·may be directed :to any part 
of it, ·or stopped at pleasure by means of a small quantity of clay. 
For instance; sometimes water ·is required only from one comer of 
the aperture, then the remaining part is stopped ; sometimes it is 
wanted from the centre, then the extremes are stopped ; and some
times only a gentle rill is wanted, then the clay is applied ac
cordingly. Along the lower ends of the troughs a small channel ·is 
dug to carry off the water. 

·On the heap of cascalbi.o, at equal distances, are placed three 
high chairs • for the officers or overseers. After they are seated; the 
negroest enter the troughs, each provided with a rake•of. a .peen .. 
liar form and short· handle, with which he' rakes' into the trough 
about fifty or eighty pounds weight of cascalhiio .. The water ~ing 
then let in upon it, the cascalhio is :spread :abroad ·and etnitinually 
raked up to the head oft he trough, so ·as to be ·kept in ·constant motion. 
This ·operation is performed for the space of a quarter of. aa hour ; 
the water then begins' to run clearer, having washed the earthy' parti ... 
cles away, the graYel-Jike matter is raked up to the end of the trough; 
after the current flows away quite clear, the largest stones are ·thrown 
out, and afterwards those 'of inferior size, then .the whole · is · 'exa
mined with great care for .diamondst. When· a negro finds one, he 
immediately stands upright' and claps his band.s, then extends them, 

• In order to insure the vigilance of the overseers, these. chain arc constructed without 
backs or any other support on which a person can recline. · . 
· t The negroes employed in these WOTks are the property of indi•idualt, who Jet them to 
hire at the daily rate of three vengtems . of gold,· equal to at:»out eight-pence, Go.ernment 
supplying them with Tictuals. Every officer of the establishment is allowed the privilege of 
haTing a certain number of negroes employed. 

~ The negroes are COnstantly, attending to the cascaJbao from the Tery COmmencement of 
the washings, and frequently find diamonds before this last operation. · 
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holding the .. gemo ··between .his: fore~ finger and. thumb ; an · ·oreneer 
lft(,'eives it from him. and depoiits it in a gamella or bowl, •upended 
nom the .centre of the ·structur~ half filii of water. In. this Yeuel 
all the.diamond.s found· in the course of the day are placed,. and at 
tbe. {!lose ·of work· are =taken out and . delivered to the. principal. 
oiicer; who~ after they have · been weighed, registeh the particuian 
io a book .kept for ~that purpose. 
· When a negro is so fortunate as to. find a diamond of. the weight 

of an• . ootavo (1'16 carats), much ceremony. takces place; he is 
erowned ·with a ·wreath of flowers . alld carried. in procession to tho 
administrator, who gives him his freedom, by· paying his owner foD 
it. ·He .also receives a ·preseo.t of new. clothes, and is . permitted to. 
w~rk eD·his,own-accoUDt.. ~ben·a stone.of eight. or ten carabl is_. 
c-ad, rthe ~ ;Teceires tw.o. ~ shirts, .a .complete .DCW suit, ,with 
a :bat.and a:haadaome knife.. For amaHer.atones of trivial.amount . 
proportioaate premiuma ;are .given •. Dming my .stay. at Tejuco a 
atone·of 161 carats waa funnd.: cit .was ·pleasing .to see the anxious. 
deaire1maoifested~by the :;afficers that it might.. pmve heavy eoongh 
to -.title tlle poor~negro. to ,his- freedom,. aud when on. being de. 
li\teftd. and .weighed;, 1it proved· only .a carat: abort .of the requisite 
w.eigh~ all seemed to sympathiv.e. in ·his clisappointment~ · 

.Many .precau.tioos are . ~~en to prevent the negroort from .em .. 
bezzling ·diamonds. Although they work in a. bent .pmition, ~nd 
amsequently. never koftw whether the ovel!Seers.are w.atching them 
or oo.t, yet it ,is. easy for .. them .tn omit. gathering an:y _which they. 
see,_ and to place them in~ comer. of the_ trough for the purpose of 
secreting them at lei~ure h9urs, to prevent which they are frequen~ly 
changed while the operation. is. going on. A word _of co~ man~ 
~iQg.sivon by, tbe· ~verseers, they. i01tantly move .into .ea,cb. other's 
trougbe, so-thatt•no opportunity.of collusion can take place. ,If .--. 
negro be suspected of having sWallowed a diamond, he is confined· in. 
a strong roo~ until the . fact can be ascertained. ForiD:erly .. the 
punishutent · inflicte~ on. a . ne&ro for.~uggliqg diamonds WQS ~o~, 
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fisa.tion of his penon to the state : but" it being thought too bard for 
the owner to suffer for the offence of his servant, the ptnalty has 
been commuted for personal imprisonment and chastisement. This 
is a much lighter punishment than that which their owners or any 
white man \Vould suffer for a similar offence. 
· There is no particular regulation respecting the dress of the ne
groes : they work in the clothes most suitable to the nature of their 
employm~nt, generally in a waistcoat and a pair of drawers~ and not 
naked, as some. traveJJers have stated. Their hours of labour are 
from a little before sun-rise until san-set, half an hour being allowed 
for breakfast, and two bou~ at noon. While was~ing th~y change 
their posture as often as they please, which is very necessary, as the 
work requires them to. place their feet on the edges of the trou~. 
and to stoop considerably. This posture is particularly prejudicial 
to young growing negroes, as it renders them in-kneed. Four or 
five· time~ during the day they all rest, when snufF, of which they are 
very fond, is given to them. 

The negroes are formed into working parties, called troops, con
taining two hundred each, under the direction of an administrator 
and inferior officers. Each troop has a clergyman and a surgeon to 
attend it. With respect to the subsistence of the negroes, although 
the present governor has in some degree improved it by allowing a 
daily portion of fresh beef, which was not allowed by his predecea
•ors, yet· I am sorry to obse..Ve that it is still poor and scanty ; and 
in other respects they are more hardly dealt with than those of any 
other establishment which I visited : notwithstanding this, the 
owners are aU anxious to get their negroes into the service, doubtless 
from sinil;ter motives, of which more will be said hereafter. 
. .The officen are liberally paid, and Jive in a style of considerable 
elegance, which a stranger would not be Jed to expect in so remote 
a place. Our tables were daily covered with a profusion of excellen~ 
viands, sen·ed up on fine w edgewood ware, and the state or their 
household generally corresponded with this essential part of. it. 
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They were ever ready tO assist me in my examination of the works, 
and freely gave me all the necessary information respecting them. 

Having detailed the process of washing for diamonds, I proceed to 
a general description of the situations in which they are found. The 
flat pieces of ground on each side the river are equally rich throughout 
their extent, and hence the officers are enabled to calculate the value 
of an unworked place by comparisoll with the amount found on 
working in the part adjoining. These known places are left in ~ 
lerve, and trial is made of more uncertain grounds. The following 
observation I often heard from tbt intendant : " That piece of 
ground" (speaking of an unworked ilat by the side of the river) " wiU 
yield me ten thousand carati ·of diamonds wbenever we shall be re
quired 1 to get them in the regular course of working, or when, ·oa 
any particular occasion, an _order frOm Gov~mment arrives, dema~ 
lng an extraordinary and innnediate supply." · . 
. 'file substances accompanying diamonds, and considered good in'!' 

dicaiions ofth~trl, are bright be~n-like iron ote, a slaty ftint-like au~ 
'~nee, ~pproaching_ Lyd,an stone, . of· fine texture, black oside of 
iron in gte&t ~uaniit.ies~ rounded· bits of blue quarts, yellol't crystal, 
and other rilaienals entirely different from any .thing known to be 
produced in 'the adjacent mountains. Diamonds· are by llO means 
peculiar to tlie beds of rivers or deep ravines ; they have been found 
'in cavities . and water-courses on the summi~s of the most lofty 

• I 

mountams. 
·· I l1ad aome convenation with the officers respecting the matrix of 
the diamond, not a vestige of which could I trace. They informed 
~e that they_ often found diamonds· cemented in pudding-stone, ac. 
companied with grains of gold, but that they always broke them out, 
as they could not ·enter them in the treasury, or weigh them with 
matter adhering to·them. I obtained a mass of pudding-stone, ap. 
pareotly of very recent formation, cemented by ferruginous mat~er 
enveloping many grains of gold ; and likewise a few pounds weight 
of the caecalbio in its unwashed state . .. 
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This ri'fer, and other streams in its ViciDity, haTe been in washing 
many yean, and have produ.ced gmat quantities of diamoods, w.hich 
baYe ever been reputed of the finest quality. They vary in size ; some 
are ao small that four C)1' five are rei~uired to weigh one grain, conse· 
quently sixteen or twenty to the carat : there are seldom found more 
than two or three ~tones of from aeTeoteeo . to twenty carats in the 
eou~ of a year, and not oace in two yean is there found through· 
out the whole washings a stone of thirty carats. During the fi·ve 
days I wu here they were BOt very successful; the whole quantity 
found amounted only to forty, the largest of which was only fou·r 
carats, and of a light green colour .. 
. From the great quantity of debria, or worked caacalbiO, in every 
part _near the riv.er, it is rea100able to calculate that the works have 
~· in operatioo above forty yean ; of ooune there ·must arrive a 
period at wbidt they will be exhausted, but ther.e are ponds in the 
ueighbourbood, particulady in tbe Cerro de St. Antonio, aad in the 
country now inhabited by the Indians, wbich will probably aWord 
these gems.in .equal abundance. · 
. · After residing here ive days, we :visited a diamond w.ork called 
Montero, about t\ro miles up the river, and wen.t a league further to 
a .gold.work called Carapata. The cucalhio at this work was takea 
from .a part of the river eight feet deep, which formed aa eddy under 
a projecting point ; I 1\Vas shewn a heap of it, that was estimated to 
be worth 10,0001. In remo'ling this heap from its bed, fuur hun
·dred negroes had been employed three months ; and to wuh it, 
.would occupy one buodred men for three months more, the ex pence 
of both operations amounting to perhaps 1,5001. We arrived at this 
place at eight o'clock in tb~ morning; six negroes were employed 
four hours in washing two troughs, containing together about a ton 
of cascalbio, when, to my great surprise, after the water ran clear, 
and the large stones· were tbrowa out, the black oxide of iron, of 
which there was great. abundance, was fringed with grains of gold, a 
novel and very agreeable sight to a stranger. The gold wu ~k~n 
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out ·at three or four different times, and, when the washing was com
pleted, was dried over a fire and weighed: it amounted to·nearly. 
twenty ounces Troy. This is esteemed a very rich place, and sueh 
Circumstances are of rare occurrence. The whole neighbourhood. is 
sterile, presenting the same characteristics as those before described.; 
By proper cultivation it might be rendered very. productive ; but, as· 
the troops of negroes and their officers are continually changing, n~ 
regular establishments are · formed . 
. This place probably derived its name from a most disagreeable· 

ipsect, Which infests the low brushwood in the neighbourhood. It.i& 
like a sheep-tick; and, on getting access to any part of the body, it 
fastens impetceptibly, .buries its head under the skin, ·and · dr.1.ws 
blood until its .body is· swelled to the siJJe of a bean. If furcibly re
JilOved, it leaves a · very deep disagreeable hole, which .is frequently 
difficult to hea1. The best mode of · getting rid of the animal is .to 
kill· it. with either laudanum ·or oil, · arid soWer it to remain until ·it. 
dies, w~en it will drop oft'. 

'In the afternoon we returned to Tejuco by · another route more 
mountainous than that by wbich we had come. · Crossing a deep 
ravine, fonnerly" vety rich in diamonds, we rode up a moaotain .full 
a mile on the aseent, and paned · several rivulets, whicll 1 was in
form_ed had produced many fine stones. These, and in fact all the · 
best situations in the district, bad been in the possession of the 

·smugglers, and were explored by those enterprising men. In. the 
course of our journey, I observed that whenever a traveller or a . 

. negro_ "as seen by any of our party at a distance from the road, . a 
soldier was instantly .dispatched to ·bring him· to·. the officers, before 
whom he underwent an examination. 

· In the evening -we arrived at. Tejuco, wbere I was desirous of re
maining a week to recruit my strength. ·Mr.- De Camara ordered my 
baggage to his house, w.hitber ·I removed . in compliance with lris 
pressing invitation : · he was kind enough ·to give me his library as 
my private room; it was extensiv~ and very select, consisting chiefly 
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of English authors on science. Adjoining to it is a · fine garden of 
nearly three acres in extent, planted chiefly with. grass. It was for
merly a washing, and consequently presented a sUJface of only refuse 
atones; but the present proprietor levelled it, brought a. little soil 
from various parts, and planted a peculiar . variety of grass, which he 

· keeps in cutting for his mules. This was the commencement Qf the 
fruit season ; the peaches, with which the trees were loaded, were 
nearly ripe. . The asparagus, and vegetables of every description, 
.were very fine.· The climate appeared to be mild and genial ; . the 
thermometer was generally at 62° at sun-rise, and at mid~ay, in a 
room .rather ex posed to the sun, rose to' 7 4.0 • 

Tejuco being situated in a sterile district., which produces nothing 
for the maintenance. of its inhabitants, in number about six thousand, 
depends, for a supply· of provisions, on farms situated several leagues 
distant. The bread of the country was at this time extremely dear ; 
Indian corn, from which . it is made, being from 5s. 6d. to '6s •. the 
bushel; beans and other pulse in proportion. 'Beef was very indif
ferent, this being the dry season; pork and 1>0ultry were rather 
plentifw. · At no place do I recoJiect to have seen a greater propor
tioo ofindigeut .people, particularly of females. .Full a hundred and 
fifty of these unhappy persons cnme weekly to receive portions of 
ftoul' which tbe goveroor \Vas pleased to aUow them. They are 
totally without occupation, here being neither agcic:ulture nor manu
factures to afford them aoy; yet both these main supports of .the 
population might be introduced, if a proper spirit of industry pre- · 
vailed among the inhabitants. The land. would, with little trouble, 
yidd excellent .crops, .were any kind of inclosures made, which,~ it 
must be allowed, is an undertaking attended with some difficulties, 

·yet QOt of such magnitude as to render it hopeless. With respect 
to manufactures, .a most valuable material is at. hand, as cotton from 
Minas. Novas, distaot only from· sixty to one hundred miles, passes 
through this place to the capital. 
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. Y ~t,. notwithstanding the idleoess of the iohabitan~ Tejuco may 
be called ftouriahing, on account of the circulation of property 
created by the diamood works. The annual sum paid by Govern
ment ror the hire of negroes, salaries of officei'B, and various neces
saries, such as nitre and iron, does not amount to less than S5,0001., 
·and this, added to the demands of the inhabitants of the town and 
its ~cinity, occasions a considerable trade. · The shops are stocked 
with English cottons, baizes, and cloths, and other manufactured 
goods; also hams, cheese, butter, porter, and otlaer articles of con
aumptiOn. Mules from Baahia and Rio de Janeiro came loaded with 
them. Great complaints were made among the shopkeepers of tbe 
bad quality of the ·cOiton gOods, and of their loaiog their coloun in 
wasbiDg. Some of the principal inhabitants exclaimed against the in
troduction of foreign luxuries, and rather wished that their trade with 
England should furnish them 'the means of working their iron miOOa, 
and eoable them to defend theOllelves • 
· T~uco, owing to its situation by the side of a hill, iM very in-egu
lady built; ita atreds are uneven, but the houses in general are well 
conetructed aDd in good condition, compared With tbose of other 
townie io the interior. Its name, which, in the Portuguese language. 
lignifies a muddy place, is derived from places of that description in 
its neighbourhood, which are rendered paasa~e by being covered 
witb.large pieces of wood. 

Through tbe kind care and attentio~ m Mr. Oe Camara and his 
excellent family, my health was in part re-established, and I was 
enabled to ride out daily, occupying myself in seeing all I could, ancl 
gaining the belt information, in which I was assisted by my worthJ 
bolt and aU his friends. Our evenings wete passed in a most agree
able manner, among the parties which regularly assembled at the 
intendant's house, consisting of some of the priucipal inhabitants of 
the town. In these parties the gentlemen engage at wh~t, and the 
ladies take tea and play round games, or enter into conversation on 
the passing occurrences of the day. In no part of Brazil did I meet 
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with society 80 select and agreeable ; this may ce~nly be calted 
the court of the mining district. In their manners there was no cere
monious reserve or courtly refinement, but their whole demeanour 
was genteel and well-bred, enlivened by an ease and goOd bumour 
which the afFability of the chief and his amiable lady ·and daughtem 
ev~r tended to promote. The company all dressed after the English 
mode, and in dreSses of English manufacture : the gentlemen were 
almost all distinguished with stars, yet they formed &i comteUtJt~ 
far inferior in brilliancy to that of the ladies. 

I was invited to pay a visit .to the treasury, ·whicb can only be 
viewed when a meeting of officers is called, as the trtasure is kept in · 
chests, under three distinct Jocks, the keys of which are entrusted to 
three several officers, who are all required to be present at the open• 
ing. They here shewed me the diamonds taken from the tropero 
at Conce~ao, which were in general much better· than those from 
the mines worked · by Government. One about eleven carats wu a 
very fine stone, perfectly crystallized, in the form of an octaedron. 
The unfortunate man from whom they were ·taken, I was iufonnedt 
was very ill ia prison. I was then sh~wn abOut eight hundred carats. 
found in the regular coune of washing; they were in general very 
small, not one ex~eeding .five carats. I observed one perfectly round, 
ar.d several coloured. Thciee with a dark green crust upon them 
were, they infomted me,'when cut, of the pure&t water. 

Here the diamonds found in the district are deposited monthly, 8$ 

they are received from the different works. They. are carefully 
weighed, and some selected and kept separate. The average quan
tit.t obtained may be estimated at from iO,OOO to 25,000 carats an~ 
~ually, which are sent under a military escort to Rio, and there 
lodged in ·the treasury. 

The diamonds are tied up in black silk bags, and deposited in 
elegant inner ~abi~ets, the whole of "hich are locked up in strong 
tbests bound with iron. · · 
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. They then shewed me the gold, which was in large bars, weighing 
from five to ten pounds each, the whole of which I estimated at full 
I501bs. weight. It was found in the district of Cerro do Frio, and 
was reserved to pay part of the expences attending the establish
ment. 

An excursion \vas some days afterwards proposed to another ·dia
mond work, called Rio Pardo, distant about twenty miles in a north
west direction. After proceeding a third of the way, over a country 
covered with a poor wiry sort of grass, we passed several fine falls of 
water, and crossed a ridge of mountain21. The land as we advanced 
appeared mucb better, though still very naked, having only a few 
poor crooked small trees, that rather increased than took from its 
desolate appearance. , . · 
,. We· passed through Chapada~ a little dirty village, once famous 
for its washings, as were all the streams and ravines in the vicinity, and 
proceeded over some good clay-land, and a considerable tract of 
peat-mos.ll, well watered by streams which burst in ~11 directions from 
~he hills. The country was open, and had a most romantic appear
~ce, caused by a quantity of low rocks of soft pudding-stone, lami
~ated, which Jay on the surface in the most irregular forms. These 
lands were well calculated for . pasturage, particularly in the sea
son of abundance, but I was told that the eattle put to graze upon 
them were frequently stolen by the negroes•, ·and that· there were 
many noxious plants in the herbage which proved fatal to the beasts 
that ate them. 

We arrived at the houses of the establishment about eleven in the 
forenoon, and walked four miles farther to the diamond works; on 
w.hich a full troop of negroes were then employed. Rio Pardo is a 
d•rty paltry-looking rivulet, which runs into the Rio Velho : in some 

• • Probablr fugitive negroes, who aubaist in this remote cliatrict bf plWlder and smug .. 
11m1, 
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parts. ·it' ·is c:op&D~· ·by: she!Yibg. ·rooks .af 'quartz, through which ;it 
.·runs· rapidly; io btbei'IJ it ·takes:. a , serpeatine oourse, . and forms 
eddies, .which •re. called caldrobes, on acco~nt ofi their .resemblance 
to the cavity of a boiler. The bed of the r!ver, tbougb.coofined, 
hat a. stratum of cascalhio ·of variable thickBess, which, after· the 
current has been diverted, . is dug up;' and lWUthed in the aame way 
u at·Jigitonhonha. The caldropes, or. holes, formerly eddies, bu(now 
partly .filled with cascalhio, so u to ·be no more than three or four 
feet deep, are frequently found 'to contain many diamonds ; one of 
~em, which was cleared by four ·inen iu u· man,= days, produced 
gne hundred and eighty mrats. . . 
. Rio Pardo, though paltry and 'iriaignificaiit in· it& appearance, has 
produced as large a quantity of the most precious gems as any. river 

._ in the district. , The tough blueish-green.-oolou~ diamonds, 'for
Jlierly s.o . much esteemed . by the · Hollariders,: continue to be. found 
bea:e, .an4 tbe .stDqes .. of. this riv~let ai:e io· this : day reputed tbe inost 
valuable in Brasil.. :The accompany~g sufl:stancel are Somewhat dif• 
ferent from those of the washings at· Mandaoga ~ ·here· is. no bean.Jike 
.iron ore; but a coDBiderabJe quantity o~ .flinty sl~te·Iike · :lydiaii stone, 
;in various shapes and siae&t Bod very smaJI black oside• o£ iron·; the 
·~by.matw it aJso·•uch finer than at the ,a~e place.' I .was:in
fol1ned that there remained as much unworked ground 8s would oc-
.eupy a. hundred riegfoes full twenty yean. · 

Rio Pard~ rona :abOut a league to the west\fud of Capelho Velbo. 
which ,is a chapel on a mountain, w•hed ·a~ its: hUe by a· stream 
QJied .Ct>rgo·de·Capelbo V.elho, which son1e·years ag() was·worked't 
pnd produced diamond& of gieat aize and superior 'brilliancy; 'rhe 
rivulets to the eastward of. this ·ridge of mountains run into the 'Jigi· 
tonhonha ; those to the weatward. have their · course into the~ Rio 
Velho, which iows' into the Rio de Ban· Francisco. The· height- of 
the-mountains I ·bad· no means of. aaoertaining, but they are COD• 

JJidered as undoubtedly the .highest in Brazil. The ·air in thiS ele
vated region is pure and rather keen ; · the the~ometer in the· morn-
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in~. and eveuings stood iat ~6i, and· at ini-t~ay at 70. In ~all"th~ 
part& w"bich I 'Visited the· ~nd·appeaied favourable "for the growth of 
almost. nery species of produce, and; if properly inclosed and culti· 
:Vated, :might in no.Jolig·ti1ne becoti1e the gra-il&Ty of the district.· · · 

On-()ur tetni'n• to Tejueo. I was shewn sev~ral dwarfish trees, of the 
height: aad size: of· a "·common .crab-tree,' with extremely- crooked 
branches.; and . w:as informed. that they were a sp~ies of the quercta 
mber.1 I cut· from them some pieces of ba1-k about 11n inch in thick~ 
ness, whiclwwere .elastic, and ·actually proved to be cork. It seemed 
to ; 1D& •. .a questi~n ;. of ~mriderab}e · .interes~ ·whe~r these trees~ 
if regularly .planted and attended .to;· .. ,might. · not,, produce ~cork 
of. as. good·. Q· queit1~ • · th81 wbion: W6 obtain from r: the M'editlerra-

; .. ' , ~ I " . • 
. · · ·.: ·t r. . 

After resting a:.few<oaye;: I acroh'lpanied ,the·intendant to a· sinatl 
diamoDd workt called Cortolina, ' iuldl re(tirded. the · ttame daf.: )rhi$ 
work .lOme ! years a_gO produced· many· g00d:stone'8,' 1 but·at present·it 
employs·Vel'_1 few people. .. Tbe. m~e Of wasMiig iB e.tactly tfle ·-~~ 

• b .L . • 11.~ . d . . . ' . ., ,· • w.tt !tuat .practised:at :1uan anga., · •· '•::; .. • ~·) .,. , :·. : .. · · · .:· ·· 
.· .At~Tej~1some tolerabl.fgood bulerwi1s1'8hewn ·to tne ;· it wiu~ •t SO: heavy as· .that of OUI' ~i •.fro·m.·Norf6Jk,:' and< WftS ::but 'litd~ 
kriow.D. l The in~endant · U'Sic91t· 88 :provender: fer m riuates·:.h~n~ver 
be.can,obtain it.· , :On ·eiamioing ·the stlmple, I could not•btitre6ect 
that, if land so ill-managed. ·produced such barley,. ho• much supe
uor would b.e 'the .quality of the grain under good ·mana~meat.·· · 
. At .a s~bsequen·t · period of my Yisit, the in.tebdan~ with whom 

malt-liquer. is · .a favo.urite beverage, expre&Setla' ~reat·desire to' see 
some of the barley con vetted inte malt; 'in order to brew· beer, and; 
after .repeated : solicitations, I undertook to make · the experiment. 
A qua.ntity waa procured, which I endeavoured to prepare in the 
best manner that circU:~Wttances would allow. ·Having steeped· it the 
~quisite time, I put it on .a .cold ftoor, :mel managed it as is· custom
ary in our malt-houses; :wben .it bad genninated sufticiently; ;I dried 
jt over: a sluw fire ; . afterwards,: !having cleansed· it from the· combs 

. ·9 . ' 

Digitized byGoogle 



( !SS ) 

by .rubbing, l er8shed .~it,' and fmaBy ~hed:it::. T.be1ofusion pro. 
duoed a tolerable wort; which; however, I did not deein suf&ciently 
good, as it wanted sac.charine matter: this defieienc.J I supPlied ·by 
the admixture of a small quantity of sugar. It was tben :boiled .until 
it·wa•judged of a: proper consi&tellOy, and a very pleasant bi~tu'was 
added ~nuead of hops •. : 'fhe fermenta1¥tn I eodeavO\lred to.p~ 
with 'leav.en,. which had; been p~pared a few .days :before. alid,. ·when 
that proceBB had tei'JDinated,.. the liquor was put .ioto, small casks; 
which we stopped di1se • . . Though .it might. not pi.Qife good,· .from the 
•ty. :IDIMmer. . in· which .the 'P~ ~was. oonduckd, yet the. mode ·oi 

. pre·pa.ring it was. esemptified, ·!Which· was ·the· m~n .pur~.of. .. tbe ex~ 
periment. : It ~ppeared ·to' ·me ·by· oo ;meaui' ..impoliible either to 
make · malt (>r to bnew beer, if proper places· were .m_ade u~der.,grouaa~ 
,.0 as to ensonr a..m0derate ·d6glee ·of oold.forit~ ope.ui<m·of,DJia)t.;. 
iDg;·and;foi tl~e subsequent process~.. Sugar. is .bere;:io· abuodaa~ 
that any. quanti~y of. IBCcbari~ mat~r ·migbt.be~ a.dded .tQ improve 
the po<»'Dess of the malt; :apsd it'is,highly pro.bable that It very.plea.
lant beverage might be· made, which :wo~Jd relieye .. the .inbabitants 
of this remote district Uwn the. neeeiaity of· haYUig·reeoume to. the 
.-etropotis for bad wines, and &om· the iD eftects, JMhich proceed from 
drinking .bac;l spilita distil1ed in. tho vicinit;)! • 
.. :Many parts. of this finecountey abouad i.o OI'R.Dp8, ; pioea, . pea~es~ 

pvas,. aod a great v~riety Of indip()UI f~uits; both s~t· and acid; 
parti~ularly t~e Jaboticubi, whi~h is very rich in mucilaginous mat· 
ter, yet no attempt bas hitherto been made to obtain wine from any 
of them: Ging~r ao4 pepper grow·bere apontaueously, ·and. many 
.spices might. probably· be cultivated witb ·wccess. 
: .. 9rass .for cattle was as d~ar at Tejuco as at Rio de Janeiro, and 
the small quantity which cost eight-pence would scarcely suffi~ a 
J;JJUie ~day. The intendant and.tbe captain of the cavalry had each 
of ~hen\ about tw:o. acres . unqer cultivation, of a spe~ies called Engpr._ 
drJ dqs. Ca'Vallun. (fa~t~J: of horses), which grew from. five . to seven 
feet high, w:ith a thick ~culent stem, and .long lancet-shaped leaves. 
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lt .bas· a 1arge filirous: root,·· and· is- weU-ealcolated fur stout· gi'ound 
w.here there is· -little earth ; . ·it even :grew among roullded; st:Gne:s 
thai had been washed .three years before •. 

The intendant,-who had a taste· for;rural· economy,.a.od niore ~*'"' 
ticularly· his lady,, were ~ery·anxious .to make their own butter -and 
cheese, ;and exprertsed a great desire to be:instructed in tb.e·process 
as p~tised ·in··England• ·though DJilk w.as·very scarce·; ·and it,waa 
not without mueh 4itlicu1ty. tbat, after sending a few miles, about 
three gallons· were collected. . In the mean time .8QC?h bousellold 
utensils as were .most 'fit for , the -purpose having been made .r~dy 1 
and Others ·prQeuJ,!ed~: ::.,ery e.scellent ' butt.ef :~s· produced, and, after~ 
wards a·few c~:were made; ~bich.there 'Waa.every reason·to·BOiJ'4 
pose·would prove.good.· The lady itJterestedberaelf greatly in the-~ 
periment,. not onty performiag part of the -operations, with tb&i a-. 
ance of her daughter~ bu.t ·inviting ~tnl: o£. her frieDds in the -tam 
to see with iwhat .. Jittle tiouble the· pi'ooesse& were performed, and 
distributing the· products among -~bemt: +-.a rare example of iQ.. 
euatry I 1· -am .·decidedly of ·opinion that, 'were . the females of 
Brazil ·better--edU.:ated~ espteciaily · iR : w.batever relates, to domeatlc 
econ<my,. -~d :were :tbey :accustomed· to. see .the ·concerns of•a 
household conducted with· ·regularity; and ·order, '~hey ·would· be 
very diifePOOt . ~b~ of society.i for· ·I · have ever o~ved in 
them ·that inquisitiVe disposition and dea_rre of ini»nnation, wbidl 

. . 

• lt wu then in tee~~, of which J coUcctcd a •small quantity ; lintc my retatn, 1 
haYe eent part of it to ~c: Agricultural ~. and the Rmaincicr.l laawc d~ 
among sentJemen who will endcaYOUr to promote its growth ia this c;ountry. ~ is 
rather a hardy pas, as it grew in situations which were all ao CQld, that the bananas 
and coffees we~ frequently · blighted. · · · · 

t The ladies particularly 'wished to ha~e the cheese of a fine colour, like that eent 
thither from England ; and I waa at no loss for an ingredient ·for tinging cbe milk, as · . . 
the tn~e, which prodacea me· seed from which annatto is made, grew apoatanCoall1y ia 

-~· . . . 
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may be called the first step to improvement. But what can be 
expected from ill-educated females, reared from their infancy 
among negras, in miserable houses, scarcely affording a shelter 
from the rain or a shade from the sun, and destitute of every ray 
of comfort r . . · 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Some .Account of t~e Districts of Mina1 Noom and Paracatu.- Of 
the large Diamondfotntd in the Rroer AIHJite. 

IT was my intention to have continued my journey to Minas Novas, 
. and from thence westward to Paracatu, and to have returned by 

Abaite, a place that has produced many large diamonds, though 
generally of inferior quality. This design l was prevented from ac• 
complishing by illness, being attacked with a violent sciatic com- · 
plaint, accompanied with great debility in the right aide, which 
obliged me to return as soon as possible. 'Vhile I remained at 
Tejuco, f(,r the purpose· of regaining strength sufficient to encounter 
the fatigues of a journey back to the capital, I employed myself in · 
collecting information respecting these districts from intelligent per
sons who resided there, as,well as from officers on the establishment. 
The following brief description is the result of the communicatioDB 
with which they favoured me. 

The principal village in Minas Novas, called Tocaya, is thirty
five . leagues distant from. Tejuco, in a north-easterly direction. . 
The road thither is parallel with the river Jigitonhonha, which 
runs from . two to five leagues westward of it •. N umerou& . 
rivulets ftow into it . in this direction, in . some of which ·are . . .. . ' 

found white topazes, more commonly known here by the nam~ of 
mina~ nO'Vm. · They are pretty pellucid pebbles, generally rounded, 

• On the road there are oumeroua farm-bouea, which a40rd au8icierat accommodation 
for a traveller to paea a niaht. TbeJ io geocn1 bclcma to penona raideot io Tejuco, 
where their P,roducc it eold • 

.. 
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though sometimes:they!oacur perfectly crJ&tallized, in~the.same form 
~s ·the Jellow·*9J*t· · Blue topa.lei, aDd 8giua-marina8 .are-also found 
here;· .some· of the fonner are. of.·a ·siDgular variety~ :being in one 
part blue, and in the other, clear,aod pellucid •. rhis neighbourhQOd 
js also noted for producing the. beautiful cbryso-beryJ, .. whieh is muoh 
·esteem~ by the higher :orde~ of :~ociety in :Btuil; . and :in great 
J"equest among t~ jewellers of Rio·de Janeiro.; . Tlte&e gems.rarely 
occur ·crystallized ;-they·sell at considefl:lble·.prices· in t~eir roug .. _ 
state, aad are ~~ch :more valued in J\mer:ica· ·.than in. Englandj 
.w'ber.e,. indeed;. 'they are ·little .known, or they! would be more highly 
a.ppreciated, ·being, 1vhen polished, · of_ great briUian~y .and very 
beautiful. . ;· . 
:. To the ft!Bb'vard of. the river Jigitoohoriba,: ·ah'd :oppo8ite the !Vil- · 

lage ·of: Bom·Sua:esso, is·,tbe Cerro of Sant' .AqtOnio,- ·a .place .~u~ · 
fiuaed.for diamOuds, . which are 'Said to· be. of ~u .. iildi.rerent quality. : 
Tbem are;· also,: other-pans, well!know.n·tO·matiy·of!the iohabita.uU. 
of, the district as being· rich in these ·treaftre&• , · : , r: ·' . : · · · · · • · · 

. ·_ 'Ebe ceuntry: is• very. lartile~· and- : prPduces ·a great_:variety .of the 
fineB.\;SMood&fer·cabiaet;.worka ;··· also··nume.I!OOs tfruit.,,. M.d .most·e.x!" . ' ' •· . 

quisite vanilla,; •JwbWh· .gJ:oW~·,spoiltam.ous1yL'·, The: land,' being, 'lestf 
eleY.ated• than .CeurQ.do Fri~iis said to;be~much_warmer,:tmd is·higll1y. 
fu.vnumable to the growth ot:·aug&r abd-~coft"ee .. The plantations :are 
cbieft1·of oottiJD,~ iWbida·.is:rep~d. to be ;equal ,ie .ttolour and qQli•.i 
to:tbat·. of·J\!raani~. ·-.It iS. I transported. to.-iBio: de! Janeiro on 
mulei, .&Dd many· baeeired&·· Of :th~ IIWful ammaJs.:are,c<mt,inuaJI.;. 
empJoym ~in tlais· roiiUilerce~ . 'A troop of 'loaded: mules are· full three · 

. r j I . ' ' 'I •' ·; ~· • • ·, i-.: ' f' . ··· :· 

• • • : : , . ; j_ .. I i : I . . . . . : . : t. : : ·p : . . : . . • ' . , : ' 

• In some of, tl}~ low ~wmfl·tn'f.~ ~~f6~~e~l'F:q~ za.i:e 9~,t;WJ~9~p,fl)• .• .A.t'J;~uco I w.aa 
shewn the skin o£ a r-ollnF ~~e, :aid to be .of the Bqa Constri~t.or.cenu~. It was twenty-four 
feet in lengt~~. and. aboqt twentJ' inehCe i'n ~irc~mference~ ·ro .. re~ate the stories told or 

these reptiles,'~·of ~i:b.eir. catching ;builotks', md: aftenvards 'aW:rllowing them;- would 
ill-become a work of yerac:ity ; the homed cattlt Of Minaa Nona being • Jup, tbollgla 
DOt ap full of ftcah, as oun in England. 
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n•ontha, ·and. aometime*. fo~r, in going, and-· the same time ·in Itetnnl• 
ing; · These· animals in this district.are. double .t~Je: price; ~t they 
are in St. Paul's. The journeys are attended: with considerable ex,. 
pence and difficulty ; Indian corn muat be daily bought for .theit use ; 
and; notwit&etanding the great attention paid to: ~m .on · the· road. 
many die, and others. are · frequeatly· lamed aDd disabled. •::Their 
bunJeos.are divided into ·two equal parts, and suspended on a.~k,. 
l&ddle of peculiar ~ke by stiapt ofmw bide.. The· average bar.deo 
iw nine· arrobas, . nearly equal to three huodred· pounds weight, .the 
carriage..npenee of. wbj~h, from Rio de Janeiro .to Mina8 No.Yas, . ia 
fCix: or &ellen pounds sterling ; to Tejuco five pounds ; tO· Villa Rica 
about three. · 
- The tnide ·to Minas. Novae. from Rio de Janeiro consist& princi
paUJ·in·negroea; iroo~-ial~ woollens, bats,. printed cottom; hard ... w~ 
artri~;- ·and some faooy articles, a. little wine and ·oil, · sillt.6sh; ··ana 
bytter. · Few 'Ju.xur,iea.eoter :these: remote paJ1:s, the iobabitants.eeek.:. 
ing for little beyond mere nec-.riea. . : : · : · 

: Minal N o\'as it"under tlle. juriSdiction of' .t~ Ouvi4or of Villa do 
Principe, who ·gOeS, thither· once· a · year t& Iettie · dispates,: administer 
ju!Jtire,. ~uJd .diacha11ge ot.Wr·dutiea!belonging w~bis:offi.ce. · . .;: : · : 
·. .At tr0caya the Jigitonbonba• ftows intO a larger river, called.. Rio 
Grande; which. taking .an.eaaterly directioo,.enten the sea in lat4 16° 
!0' -south' · near Porto &,gum~ ··A gentlenian . :With !Whom I :wJi,B ac• 
quainted undertook' to; aavigate . tbii 6ne -Mer 'from Tbc'aya: to ·U.. 
sea, and, as the~ •cuiTent : w• rapid, he perfOmied the task .in: aix 
days. · On. his: ·return, which. occupied fifteen da-y.,· be : ~setyad 
several tributary river8, the _commun~cations of which are unknown, 
as they rise in the country inhabited by the Indians. The rh·er 
being free from ·ralls, niay in time.~ frequented· bj' vessel~ from· sea, 
for I did not' learn _that its enb·ance w~s ·shallow or unfit for naviga~ 
tion. Probably ih~)and about ~tis IQw ap4.m~~hy, w..hic;b: ~a.J ·be 
the reason ·that it-is eo little known. · · ·. . ~·.: r .. r • • 

. : • :.... "l t. , • , • ~ : . • •• :I!,. "J • ! 
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· :It eapBOt·be:too much recoinniende<fto.theG<JVemment of.Brazit 
~inedi~ely;<m 'OI'd~ . a~ &Urvey of.t.his ·river, :wnich ·might be per-
4ermed:in:on~ ·of theidaundies initwomonths.at little or no.expence. 
and, were it tho•4 necessary, . a chain of ·connection might be esta
blished from its mouth to Tocaya. The benefits :reSulting to the in· 
lwailita.nts '!rom: opening the ·navigation may ·.])e easily C!onceiied. 
~· ·pr~ ;()f:·the country, its .cotton,'co'lfee, amlsugar, its.rich 
caJ;JJnet-wooJ}s; and many other mluable· articles, would be brought 
into . active cOmmerce:;· ;u:tensiv.e: plantations would be established. 
~nd the. whole territory wotdd :l)(dmprored. It is true that the com• 
mt?ree ·.Of. the district :would. flow· tbrou'gh another .chan&el, and the 
toDs: paid ·on.pauiag tlte .. Paraibuna, to· arid· iTom the capital, 'WOUld 
be a little diminished:: . but surely the policy of Government is not 
ilo codfined as tO :allow that consideration. to have any weight agai·nst 
a measure -·or. such ·national iltlj)ortance, when it is obvious that one 
I'Jf. the greatest .diaadll8'h'tages .under ·which the empire of. Brazil 
labours, ~s t~ want of commerce · ciri all its livers, exeept the Rio 
Grande de· &:.!Pedro .. ·: · . 
· ·The popula11ion ~f Minas Novas is 'thin, cO!npared With its 'extent. 

but: is lCIB:ily iDcreasmg'. It ·does not appear that·mining.is tile object 
--~ attract& s'etllers;. though there is a ~nsiderable quantity Of 
sto~ea. aported-1 which &'Fe found only ·here, a's has been before ob-
..... rved · · · · crl.l 4t ., •. 

Where the rivers are deep it. is very di'fficult to ·raise the·caseaJhio 
&om· their 'beds, .in order· to wash it for gold, &c.; for this 
purpose· various trivial and ineffectual ·methods are· practised: .it 
would be highly conducire to the interest of the ptoprietor, as well 
as of the· state; .to· Ji1we. rafts or boats constructed, and to adopt the 
machinery used ·by the ,balJ~st-beaven on the river 'Thames, by means 
of which the casaalhio might be· raised, even from a depth of twenty 
feet, however ·rapid . were the current. ·This machinery is highly to 
be recommended, ·not only in this district but throughout the mining 
eounpoy ; were a.model cJf it made by order of G<Wernment, and the 

I I 
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requisite iroo .. work prepared . in Rio de Janeiro, (u•neeeB~&I'J•) and· 
adfJ:litted into the mini~ country, free. of duty,-,thme wou~,probablj 
be such .an· increaire of ·gold ·obtained by·.it, •that .the pmpc;rtiooat.e 
augmentation of the royal fifths would amply repay the· expen(;etof 
introducing the improvement. : . . . . . . . . 
. : Paracatu is the principal .village .or town etf a ·diatriot of :the same 
name, · which lies about ninety· leagues north-west of Tejww, border
ing .. on the .Capitania of Goyues, frotn whioh it is separated.by .a 
chain of high mountains that take a nortberly .direction., . T.be: uu~ 
merous· rivers which· rise. on the eas~rh side ·t?f tbe mountaiaS, and 
ft.ow; into. the great river .St. FraneiliCO~ are rich·in ·gold. . 'l'.be ·po~ 
lation of the village is ·estimated·at abovela· .t~aaod· souls, · an,J Jrill 
shor.tly .be ·more numerous,· as the reput8d richD81i. of some.lat~ru., 
·co-Ve~es· has tempted many faailies· to migrate. 'thither~ ·: lt:iba& all 
the advantages of a ·high- and healthy &ituation,, in-: the midst. of a 
most, fertile . country,. and has considerable iriterc&ur.te· ;Wjth Sahara 
and VilJa Rica, w,here the ·gold. procured in its vicinity is permuted. 
It is governed by a Captain Mor, who is subordinate· t.o.ihe,geyemor 
of the latter ·place, to whom :au disputes of consequence: are ·Jefened. 
To· the southward is the rich. diBtaca••to of Rio-Plata, a river: that 
yields fine diamonds, and; has· been·inuch.frequented by many .ad• 
venturers, :who, wben di!!fcovered and seized, .are ~ ~pra.. 
A strong guard of soldiers is stationed here to prevent the preciout 
atones from ·being sought for clandestinely. · · 
. A tew leagues· to the .north of ·the Rio Plata is the rivulet n8111Ed 
A~ite, celebrated for having pr9duced the largest. diamond· in tee 
Prince's _. possession, which was · found ·about twelve years ap 
Though this circumstance has been'already.briefty statf'd, .it may he 
allowed. ·me in this place to relate the particulars. as they . were d~ 
tailed to m~ during ·rny stay at Tejuco. Three men, ba1·iog been 
found· guilty · of· high crimes, were. ·banished into the .interior, .and 
ordered not to· approach any of the capital tow.ns, or. to remain ·in 
civjljaed JK>Ciety, po pain of perpetual imprilonment. · :Driveo:py:t.IJis 
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kard selltellce intO. tbe molt unfrequented pBrt of th~ COUDtry, tJiey 
endeavoured 'to. eSplore neiv mi&es· or new. productions, in the hope 
that, sooner'or later; they.might have tbe ·gooo·for.tune to make some 
important disco~uy, :whicli would ,o~n a .rev~nal of their: sentence, 
and enable tbem to regain their'station in society; . Tbey wandered 
about in tbis nei~hbourhood, making frequent .searches ·in its ·various 
nvei'S' for ·more than six yean. during which time.they were exposed 
to a double risk, being continually liable to' become the prey of the 
Anthmpopbagi; and in DO leu danger of being seized by the soldiers 
of Government. At :length. they. by hazard made some: trials in the 
river Abaite, at a time when its waters were so. low. in cooaequeilce 
of a long season of drougbt, that a ·part. of.ita. bed.was ·left exposed. 
Here, while searching and ~washing. fur gold, they had the good for
tune· to find a· diamond nearly· an ounc;e in weight. Elated by this 
proividential · discovery, which at first they could scarcely believe to· be 
real. yet,· beaitating betiweeo a d~ of: the . rigorous .laws ·relating· to 
diamondS, ·and a hope of regaioiog•their liberty, they <:onsuked a 
clergyman, ·wbn Mlvised·them 'to· trust ·to the mercy of the state, aDd 
Sct:Orripaniedithem to ViUa. Ric&, · w.h~ · be procured them .access to 
the governor. They threw. t.heplseives at his :feet, and deJivefed to 
Jtim' the invllluahle 8818 oil , wbieh their hopes rested, relating all the 
eireumstances· con~~et1Atd .with it. · The gov~or, ·astonished at its 
magnitude~ could !not trust the eridence of his -~ .but calied the 
officers of the eAtablishment· tO decide .whether it Wtta a diamond., 
who ·set tbe··matter ~yood·aU . ·C!lou~. Being·-thus, by th~ most 
lt!range.·and· llnforeseen · acciderit, :.put in ~ of the largest 
diaJnoad, ever 'found in America; . be thought proper to suspend the 
Mnitence of the: mea a& a reward for their having delivered at to· him. 
The gem was sent to Rio de Janeiro, from whence a frigate was diS:
patehed with it to Lisbon, whither the clergym.an was also sent to 
make the proper representations respecting it. The sovereign con
firmed the . pardon of the delinquents_ and bes~wed so~e pr:efe.r
ment on the holy father. 

I I i 
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The gQYOI'ItOl' ordered a guard on· the Mer-, whieh. ,_ MOa a~ 
wards worked uader .t~ direction -of'tbe ia.tead~t Gf Cctma ·do Brio. 
who sent thither an administrator and two hundred ·ne8"aea.. . lt.·*
sinee been · worked at different periods with. vari~us suoCD&t ; . ~..; 
times large .1tones have been found~ but of an.iDd:ift'erent quaUty. 
The work ia :now . abandoned. by Government, BJld gives occQpat.ion 
to numbers of ·.adveoturets. Ita neighbourhood ·bas maay ·iotoreat· 
ing places, hitherto but' little explored. 
·A few leagnea fiom tliil ' river is a very .strong vein of lead ora 

(lead glance) in ·a: calcareous matrix. · I have aeee pieces· of it·.ef the 
weigbt ·ef twenty· p()unds, and it.ia said to. be 80 abundant that·any: 
quantity. may.· he obtaiDed: · &.ne of the specimens preaented .tO :mo 
we~e:covered with carbonate of. lead; It baa the .appoaranoe .of· a 
potter,& Ore, and is said to .be .poor insilver. NoQDebaa unde~takt. 
to work it, aa. t.be.diftieulty· and exp61lce of conveying the.:mataltlo 
Rio de Janeiro :would exceed' the price at·wbich it.would .aell in that 
market• • . When t~e neighbWthOod .. become~ · ·Diore pop'ldoue;·and 
the value of this· u&eful ·metaJ. .is better known, .the mine 'wiU probl)b)y, 
be a source of mbel,. ;~!lead ore is· eerbliuly ~ scarce .in ~),:ow. 
iid I bear· of any other .·plaoe :which prbduoea it-.· .. : 

Tb4. river St. Franeitco:il .very oolisiderable. &ftd it .aald·. to ooataiil. 
~at qUantities . of:fiah.+, whioh is a ·sutficient proof that: there· are 
~t few gold-washings in it.; On the banks, and io the oo\lMfy. ·ta 
the· eastward, great numbers :of cattle· are •d, whioh are ·sold in.d 
t.Iae ·populous 1:Qwns of tbe captailicy. and I~ berde. 1u-e .sent-*'> IU<t 
de J aneim, a distanoe of abofe six hundred .milea, A doDitiderabl&. 
eommerce ia earrie4· oq with tbe~ and eome familie. who raiwt. ~ 
qUa.ntitiei are·repor~ tD have ·acquired.great fortJJnes· by it. , Tho 

. . .. . .. .. ' . 

. ~ it may beco~e usd~ at .Villa Ri~.: bu.t ~ 9uutity re'lui~ there ~~ .,rC.et;tt ia. 10 
trivial a1 scarcely ~0 merit att~ntion. • , ' , • ·" ;' ''I , " . 

f. If. sialt wtre cbeaper 'tbey might be cul'td, and -would bec:bme an· arttde of· &,mmenit; 
particularly .during Lent. :· · · .' • · ·.' :. ! , I : . · ' . . 1 

!.. : 1 

Digitized byGoogle 



(' ·w > 
Mqrt .. of .saJt » ·a. Yerr. peml romplaint ~ the nttle require it; Dolt 
wi11--tbey breed weD without it. · · ·· 
t •• Thi& dist.iiet is too ·far utant from a ~rt to ·enjoy any ei:t-ellt 
(){ · commeree i.n the p~ ar-tid~s of ita produce. Gold and p~ 
cious.s-.ea are easil' traaspOrted, bOt lead, and other commodities 
of greater bulk and inferior value, would scaNeiY: pay the expenoe 
of carriage. Hence no cotton, coffee, or sugar is grown for export
ation, and the quantity consumed in the district is v~ry limited, 
owing to the small number of the inhabitants, and the miserable in
digence in which they generally live, their common diet being Indian 
com-flour, boiled beans, and a little pork. The trade to Rio de 
Janeiro is much· similar to that of Minas Novas, and consists 
chiefly in iron, cotton, arms, hard-ware, and a few trivial luxuries. 
Persons of all ranks are eager to purchase negroes, also a few 
woollens. The only articles sent to Villa Rica are gold-dust and 
hides. 

In this district, and in other parts of these immense territories, 
particularly to the eastward, are large tracts of land 'DOlute, or not 
occupied by any person under a grant from government. These 
lands to a considerable extent may be taken by making proper ap- · 
plication, and afterwards held as freehold. Other exceJJent situations 
are in the possession of idle people, who are equalJy incapable and 
unwilling to reap advantage from them. These may be bought very 
cheap, and are certainly preferable to the unoccupied trc~.cts, as they 
have generally some few conveniences attached to them, and may, 
therefore, more easily be brought into a proper state of cultivation. 
Here is every inducement for a spirited and experienced agriculturist 
to settle: a rich and fertile district, in which there remains much to 
be discovered in every department, where aU the necessaries, and 
many of tb~ luxuries, of life are produced almost spontaneously ; and 
where the exertions of industry would be rewarded in a tenfold 
degree by the bounteous band of nature, and stimulated by the cer-
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tain hope of arousing a aegenerate race ofmen·to fullow the example. 
Nor could there be any objection on the score of dift"enmces ill 
opinion ; for I am ~uaded . that no one would here be molested 
for his religious tenets, while . he prudently avoided ~viog oft"eoce, 
and paid the same regard to the conscience of his neighbour which 
be expected for his own. 

. . . 
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CHAP. XV. 

Observation~ ou, Tejuco and Cerro do :frio. 

JN tbe foregoing pages I have .endeavoured to present to the reader 
a narrative of whatever I observed worthy of note in the Diamond 

Diatrict, . and have related the several particulars in the order in 
which they occurred to me,- reserving the task of general description 
for that period ofmy.residence there·wheni might be sup]M)Sed beSt 
qualiied ~o:perform it.: This mode; of proceeding will expose me to 
the risk' C?f.a'few repetitions, for· which my apology must rest on the 
peculiar circumstances under which I visited Tejuco, -on the eon
tinual journeys in which I was occupied from· the moment of my ar
rival to the time when I was attacked by illness, and which left ·me 
no leisure for· combining my actual -observations with general views 
of the country. 

The dtstrict of Cerro do Frio consists of rugged mountains, that 
. have a northerly and southerly direction, and are generally allowed 

to be the highest in Brazil. What is termed the Diamond ground, 
extends about sixteen leagues from north to south, and about eight 
from east to west. It was fint explored by some enterprising miners 
from· :Villa do Principe, a few· years after the establishment of that 
town: These men proceeding northerly found an open country, 
watered by many small rivulets, which they tried for gold by wash
ing·: some ·of them engaged their attention for a short time, but not 
proving sufficiently rich, they continued their route, ·passing the places 
oow called-San Gonzales and Melho Verde,. until they·arrived at a 
few streams that flow from · the base of the mountain on which T~ 
jileo1 is built. These rivulets were then wasbed for gold, and were 
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. considered as belonging to the district of Villa do Priacipe. · No idea 
was first entertained that the rivu~ets contained diamonds; although 

, it is said. that some were collected and presented to the then governor 
, of Villa do Principe as curious bright atones, aad were .used by Rim 
. as counters at cards. Soo~ afterwards a few of them found- their 
way to Lisbon, and were given as pretty pebbles to the Dutch 
minister to senll to H<?ll~nc.l, wlrich was then the p~ncipal mart in 
Europe for preCious stone8. · The lapldaiies, to whom they were 
presented for examinatioo, ;p~ed these pehbles.tlG be:l'eiJ ~ 
diamonds. .. Information . was· aCCOI'dioglf 18Bt ·tD tile Dutda. oouul 
.at Lisbon, whO did ·aot fai~ tb proit .. by the occaliotl ~ - .for he : m-. 
na~d the aifair wita Gova'llment 1JO·Well, r,tbat ·be•con~nacted :b 
_the precious stonea at the·~ time that· he .communicated the iD. 
~lli8ence. Goverament ·~rwards endeavoure.t to.mooopolme ... 
diamonds,. nd 'IDa~ a ;dist.Qaci diatriot .ef Cerro do Frio, placiag.it 
'muJer 'Peculiar laws ·and .,egulatiG08. . . . . 
· The trumber ,of ·diamonds sent ·over dur.i,ng the first twenty .,_.. 
after 1:he -discovery. is ~ ·to be ·alatost inCredible, . and to e:teeed 
one thousand ouooea :in. weight. · Th~s .. supply could not fail to 
diminish the genera] value of diamonds, as . n9ne .bad ever. belbJe 
heen l2nown 1o·cdme from ~y other part of. the globe, exoept India, 
whither the BNzilian -diamonds . .Were . afterwards ~ and. fouiHl•li . . 
better ·market. there than 10. Europe. . . . . . . . . . . , . , . 1 • ; 

. By stratagems .and intrigues Gove.mment was plel'ailed;ori .t,o.Jet 
tbeae.l.irwalnabJe territories to a · ·c~pauy, wbo were under -stipaJa. 
tions ·to worit with a limited number . of Degr~, or to pay "·certain 
sum per day for ev'ery ·negro. employed. Th;s .opened a dQ<Jr to 
every species of fmud.; ·double the stipulated number ·of .Iegros 
'Were admitted ; . $1d this impmition ·was connived ·at by the agent& 
of Government, wbo received pay in . one band and bribes in the 
other. Presents were made to men possessiag inftuence at court, 
by the·contraotors, who soon became-rich,- and tliey cOntinued. (stib
ject to ... few regula.tioos) in ·possessio& of the diamond mines uotil. 
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about the year 177t, when~ Government determining to take them 
into their own hands, these contracts were ended. . 
. This was . the time for refomiing abuses, and for placing this rich 
district under the best regulations, but it was neglected ; prejudice 
prevailed over prudence ; and the management was entrusted to 
men ·who did not undentand the real interests of the concern, or, 
what is more probable, who were so ·shackled in their authority, 
that they could not punue them. From this time affairs became 
woi'Be, and the establishment was in debt to foreigners, who had 
advanced a considerable sum of money on the security of having all 
the diamonds which the mines produced. This debt still remains 
unpaid, and there are other incumbrances, which can be removed 
only .by a· total change of system. In its pres~nt state the ·esta
blishment appean to prod®e much greater wealth than it actualJy 
does. During a period of five yean, from 180 J to 1806 inclusive, 
the expences were 104,0001. ; and the diamonds sent to the treasury 
at Rio de· Janeiro weighed 115,675 carats~ The ~alue of gold found 
in the same period amounted tO 17 ,SOOL sterling, ·hom which it ap
pears that ihe diamonds actually cost Government tbirty .. three shil
lings and nine-pence per carat. Tbeie years were es~med singu~ 
Jarly productive ; the mines do not in general yield to Government 
more than 10,000 carats annuaUy•. 
· ·'fhe· town is under the absolute government of the Intendant. 
The principal officen of the civil and military establishments are. 
an ou'Oidor or fi•cal, a captain of cavalry, and a captain mor. In 
the Diamond establishment there is a great number of Qfficers, of 
whom the following are the princip~l : Is~ the Intendant, who is a 
judge, and intendant-general of . the capitania of Minas Geraes 
(this office is one of the best in the gift of the croWn) ; 2d, the Trea
surer, whoee situation iR almost a sinecure: be receives 8,000 cru-

, · • &cluei..: of thia amount, there it a nat q.....,. smuglcd. 
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sades per annum ; · and Sd, the Administrator-genera], who luis a 
salary of 6,000. The book-keeper baa 4,000, and three ¢)erks, or 
key~keepen~, have from 800 to 1,000 each. These ofticers are em
ployed in whatever relates to the treasury, or to the general concema 
of the establishment ; they aJl reside in Tejuco, and are the moat re
spectable of the inhabitants. The management of the dift"erent 
works is entrusted to eight or teo under .. administrators; each having 
in his care two hundred negroes, called a troop; to which, besides a 
clergyman and a surgeon, are attached several overseen and subor
dinate officers, who have salaries of from 400 to iOO crusades. The 
privilege of employing a certain number of negroes in the works is 
common to alJ . the officers, to an extent corresponding with their 
rank : the auperior officers let to hire as many as they please, say 
forty, and sometimes upwards of fifty; the inferior officers are 
permitted to l~t out tWP or three, in ·preference to other individuals ; 
a. decidedly . bad practice,. aa ·will be shewn hereafter. 

The Intendant holds a place of.great trust: be is the superior 
magistrate. and his duty is to administer justice, and to see that 
tbe Jaws peculiar to the district are duly executed. He is of coune 
p~ident of the auembly, or juncta, and calls meetings whenever, be 
thinks proper; he disp01es of the military force of tbe district, orders 
roads to be made or stopped, and stations guards on them to e.¥• 
emine travellei'B, and to detain suspicious persons. He bas also the 
privilege of giving or refusing perllliuion for persons to enter the dis
trict,. or settle in it ; and every one, however high in -rank or pro
perty, who passes thither is supposed to have the Intendant's express 
concurrence, which, as a matter of form, is sometimes dispeosed with. 
He appoints officei"B, signs all papers, receives all reports that are 
made, and acts accordingly. To him solely the treasure is entrusted 
for the payment of the. ealaries of the officers, the negroes' wages, 
tradesmen's bills, and every incidental expence attending the esta· 
bJishment. He issues paper-money, and withdraws it from circula- · 

. tion whenever be thinks. proper; for all which he is responsible to 

Digitized byGoogle 



( i51 ) 

Government aJone, and may be said to be almost absolute in his 
oftice. 
· In addition to these important function~ the present Intendant 
has asaumed the whole direetion and regulation . of the mining con
cern, which none of his predecessors ever practically interfered with, 
it being the peculiar province of the administrator-general. For this 
undertaking he is equally qualified by the superiority of his talents, 
and by the extent of his acquirements : he studied mineralogy many 
yeais under the celebrated Werner, by whom he was considered as 
one of his mO&t enlightened disciples ; afterwards he travelled through 
Hungary, and all the moat intereating German states, and, lastly, 
made the tour of England and Scotland, where he resided two 
years. 

The Administrator-general, to whom belong the direction and 
management of. the works, ought to be equally experienced in mining 
and mechanics, particularly in hydraulics: he ahould be a man of 
genera] information, combined with great practical knowledge rela
tiYe to the locality of the district, so as to be able to ascertain the 
real value of every situation, and to direct the operations accordingly. 
He should have a mind fertile in resources, and prepared to meet 
every disappointment or casualty that can p011ibly occur, that the 
time of the negroes may not be employed in vain ; he should also 
facilitate their laboun by the introduction of machinery, and should 
be particularly attentive to their good treatment,. since on· them his 
success, and COD!equently his reputation, must in a great measure 
depend. . 

On this latter point humanity and policy ought alike to direct the 
attention of the superiors of the establishment. It is natural to sup
pose that negroes, when treated ·with harshness, ill fed and ill clothed, 
will be indifferent to the interests. of their employers, and, perhaps, 
determined not to find diamonds, whereas, when subjected to milder 

. ~nd kinder usage, which might be done without relaxing in · vigilance~ 
they would become anxious to please, and would aearch·more dili
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gently'in ··otder ·to. obtain ootioe and ·reward.. lt;.unut·be ob.vioQs 
that negroes rarely concool diamonds for themselves ; and yet CQ..., 

tom has rendered the feelings of their: real ownen in. 'tejuco so ,irri
table, on: being suspected. to encourage the· practice, that if the word 
grimpero (smuggler) is mentioned in couveraation. they shudder .with 
lior.ror·and distort their features, ca:Uing on.tbe Virgin·to witness their . 
abhorrence of a ~me to which Goverilmeut has :attached the greatest 
disgraces . and punishments. : . , . . . . 

Pure, honest souls.! .Being a stranger in .the :countr.y, I~ conceived 
that these gentlemen really felt the:eentimentl which-their wordsaod. 
·gestures ell p:reased ; and• as· pei'IODs of all .ranks !leaDed to .fear. coo• 
. .:ei'Bing on the s.u bjevt, I thgught at .tint that I al!wuld ·~ot.see a single 
-diamond in a11 Tejuco, except those in the treasury ; ~u.t a little ae
. (}Jlaintance with tne town soon .. convioccd me ·that I· was& .. novice; 
lor~ Oil 'ris.iting a fe~.friends to whQIJl I. had introductiops, I .fPUrtd. ~ 
'dja.OOnds were bartered for eY.esy . thing,: and , were .actually much 
.more -current .\han specie. Even pious indulpces were bought w.itb 
them ; and surely no one could have suspected that the seller of His 

· Holineta,s bulla . would· condescend to . taste. tbe forbidden fruits of 
Tejuco•. 
. As I had the honour to reside at the house of the Intendant, I ~as 
cQo.sidered by the people of the .town as a· pel'901l .connected . with 
Government, and therefore as one who ought not to .be informed,of 
ihe·_.secret traffic among them; be~ce, when in company wi~b}~e 
otlicers of the establishment, whenever tbe word grimpero was men
tioned, I found it necessary to manifest the same f~lings of disgust 
which they did; and, on expressing my surprise that any one could 

' ~·far degrade himself as to be guilty of the crime of smuggling dia'!' 
. . . 

· • The pri'rilege of sellin& dispensations in thia capitania is bought at Rio de Janeiro, or 
: of the· .Withy Bishop-of Mariana~ who deriYC:s great advantage from it. The sale is reimf~ 

as a moat exc:dlc:Dt t*, and Jidda a TC'ry considerable income to the preeent bolder, · .-ho 
poueaies the talent of plaeiar thole ·IDOit who paJ. tbc bigbat pdcc • 
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moods, it was: tacitly agreed that- liD ·white man could stoop ·.to:ailcb 
dishonour. · The ·point was soon settled; for I. found it beat -not to
oppose general opini~DS, nor to enter too minutely on delicate au~ 
jects ; and it was sometimes expedient for me to· seem regardless of 
'what I was most stedfastly looking at. · 

· In Tejuco there are about nine or ten principal shopkeepers.- to 
·whom tbe .establishment itself; and the officers beloDgin~ to it, : .are 
frequently indebted; indeed, these men receiv.e the. greater. pan' of 
·the money dQe to the various persons employed in ·the :works, in =ex
'change chiefty for English commodities of one description or- other~ 
',The establishment is paid once. a year, ·and for·t.bia purpOse a sum not 
Jess than SOO,{)()() erusada is seat from ViHa Rica, to which ·maY. be · 
-added 60,000 or ·100,000 more, found in the gold· mines :of the .di&
trict. · The greater· ·part of this money iowirig into the halida :of:tlle · 
shopkeepers, as above-stated, is immediately·employed in a; way: m-· 

jurious to the interests. of Govei'DQlent-; · nor cani worse .policy. ~ · 
·imagined than that of allowing · so large ~ ~penditure in a place 
·wJti£h offers such temptations. . . .. 

Some years ago many gold-mines were washed in t~s · diatrict; but 
as information was given that diamonds were found in them, tbeywere 
ordered tO be abandoned. ··At present more equitable measures are 

· adopted, and the propJ:ietors are commencing to work some .o£ them 
again; under an agreemeat to give up what diamonds they find •. · · 

. • One Sunday m0ming during mr tbf, an owner of a waabiDg came to the ho~ of the 
· Intendant, and brought him two · miletable diamonds of bad colour, which did not weigh 

together abowe me graiDa ' ~nd these, he ·said, were al which hit teD negroet Ucl fCJUbd••iJl 
sis wwaeb. In. the aouac of coaTCnatioa, • Inteadaat ot..nd • al• tbe ••ua~ 
were either imprisoned· or dispened, when the maa immediatelrauumed an ippeannc:e of. 
great disgust at the mention of persons of 10 vile a description, and was liberal in hit epithet. 

. of abase on them.- If I durat haTe CW~uired h~w it happeued that his ntgroea in liz weeb 
~ fil:ad ~f two ~-"'-rnl diamonds, what emotions would 'thia immaculate mincf 
.hue IJiaaifcatcd I . 
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There i; a general order to work all the gold-mines which were for.. 
merly confiscated, and this measure will, it is hoped, increase the 
quantity of gold, and have a good effect in every ~pect. 
· If Government are obliged to hire negroes wherever they can ob
tain them, (which appears to be the case,) it would be at least expe
dient to have a store to supply them, in order that the money paid 
in wages to them might return into the funds of the establishment. 

The hiring of negroes to the diamond works is the favourite occu .. 
patioil of all ranks in Tejuco ; rich and poor endeavour to engage in 
it to as great an ·extent as their property will allow. The ·pay of the 
ilaves is trifling eompared with the risk, their labour being heavy, 
their maintenance poor, and their treatment harsh; there must, the~ 
fere, be 8ome temptation not openly seen, yet as well known as light 
frOm darkness. Numbers of. persons are thus induced to reside in 
Tejuco under various pretextst but wiih no ·other real view th~n to 

get their negroes into the service, and to live idly on their wages, · and 
on wJ!at they. conceal or pick up. Thus all fatten upon the pasture. 
except those in the extreme of indigence, and other& who, from neg
lect of economy, are always poor. There are a numerous class, from 
the age of·seven yean to UJn~ards of twenty, who are without any 
Yisible means of earning their subsistence, and would remain idle · 
enm if manufactories were established ; for though they are brought 
up from their inmncy with negr~hildren, yet in the working de
p..-tment they would abandon-their former play-fellows. The people 
i.n general are rendered more averse from habits of regular industry 
by ~ continual hopes which they indulge of becoming opQ}ent by 
IODle. fortunate discovery of minea; these fallacious ideas, which 
they instil into the minds of their children, strongly prejudice-them 
against labour, though they all exist miserably, and not unfrequently 
dep.end upon donations. Their education is extremely limited : they 
AT~ in general total st.rangers tQ the sciences, ~d are very scantily 
informed on any useful subject. 
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As the object of my joomey into this district wa8 to· examine.into 
the real state of affairs, and to give a true report! of them· on· my te; 

tUrn, for which purpose I was furnished with many :privileges ;nner 
allowed to any person before, and was thus enabled to eee· all that I 
desired, humanity requires that I should make some observations ou 
tbe fate of those unfortunate persons who· have been tempted tb 
smuggle diamonds, and have been· caught in the act. · I even ~ 
tioned the subject oo the minister on my return to Rio de Jan~ro; 
but as his· occupations were great, and the state of my ·healtn r~ 
qui red me to leave the country immediately, nothing more was said 
of it. 
. 1'be great demand tor these precious articles, and the. facility of 
secreting them, have caused them to be searched for and ·oarlied 
away in violation of the existing laws of the country. .Of ·th6 
numbers who have engaged in this illicit· traffic, from an eaget:de&ife 
to become rich at once, many have eluded·the vigilanceofthe·goaro~' 
and have finished their career with credit aDd opulence·; -others·)• 
fortunate have been detected, arid have iacurred the punishment an.. 
uexed to the offence, namely, the surrender of their· illegally. acquired 
treasure, the confiScation of·their whole property, aud exile .to.Afrieaf 
or confinement, perhaps for life, in · a loathsome· prison~ 'Mild · as· a~ 
the criminal laws of Braail~ · the·latter part of this sentence is an ex.
ception at which human nature shudders. Surely, when a. poor 
wretch who hal been tempted to this ·ofteoce·bas·atoned. for it b.Y the 
lo8s of all he possessed, he has stdfered sufficiently without being 
subjected to the forfeiture of personal liberty, and to all the woes in
cident to hopeless captivity. Far be it from me to countenance any. 
infringement on the laws which have been established for the protec
tion of property, either public or private; . to respect the institutions. 
of whatever nation I may live.io, I bope ·I·sball always be among the 
first, and to encourage others to· disregard them,, the very last; for· 
i]licii trade of every description is adeceitful and dangerous pursuit, . 
the sweets of which· are ever attended with a counteracting portiGO 
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r#~ev\ltt •.. . The. obl~t · pf PlY reasoning ~ t.o; shew, ti-t · these ;d~ 
JIPI'SOIJS 1\a ve ,.b~e~, o( :sen ice to. .the state, aod may .still be· t"endemd 
~ful.tq :it.,~ , ~,ay .j_t • be ; permitted me. to .e11q uire .who IWf're the·d~ 
coveters .of perhaps all the diamond mio~s: which b~ve-enriched tha 
ceakets. of; tlw. roy,_) fan1ily. . of PorttJga.l . bey()nd ~omparison .with 
tbote,.~ .. any. other atate, and wbic~ have not only augmented tJH, 
reve.nues. of the .. governmeot, but have proved the source from wiUcl\ 
~y: .. respectable and enterpri!ling individuals ha:v~ derived tbeif 
oJlU:l~ce? . Adventure.rs, who, .. at great risk and ~itb indefatigable 
toil, .have. pen~;t-:ated . unknow~ fores~, and explored deep .ravin~ 
a~Qpg the :h~up~ of the savage Anthropophagi, in search of golc:h 
min~,~ .in tlaem have by chance fuund diamoads~ When ,a ·place 
f{.~.~ipti~~;~ h~ been oace .dl&covered by these men, it sd.d'* 
~~aios long secret; .. tbeagenta of Government take. possession of~ 
awl. eitber WP,rk it. ~mediately, or guard it -until a future occa&ion~ 
;fhe ~coverer .of course fties frOm the place ; , and if. he have. picked 
¥P a.. f~w st:ones, or robbed the earth of some· of . its ~ most brilliant: 
Jaritie,s, be. will seek the . best and safest. means of pr.ocu~ng value f~ 
Ule10... . If.~ be a man, of. sufficient propet:tY ~ be will hire a few .mu._ 
)pad theJn with oottpn,. ~' and other .commodities; and proceec' 
.,. ,.Rio de. Janeiro in. ~Jar form. ·On his arrival Utere,: ~ entem· 
IQIDepd boose. in .. which .. he .has.conidence, ~.disposes .of. ._ 
eoo~led treasure. His . mind is th~n relieved .from appreheoi.iQn•· 
and ~e begins. to. make preparation• for his. returJJ, . His first oare j• 
\Q .lay out his ~ooey. to the best advan~ge; ~r~ ·~re his chief 
C?bjec~, and these pay a. duty tp ; the atate , ~ tJ.eir leaving A~gola_· 
~d al)ptber of .ten milreis ~ach .Qil.ent~ripg ~miniag o~untry. lf. 
~J .be employed in mining, Govern~eot ob~s a fiftll of tbe.:gold 
fDund, . and if in agricuJture, a tenth of the produce is exacted.. Tbe 
•ext object .. of . ~e adveoturer is .to J~ ia ~. st.Gck Gf woolleD&, .• a.nd 
other. English manufactures, w..hich. pay a. duty. of.fifteen .per oeat..oo. 
~ing .. nded, and are subject to aoother9 .according w .their mght; 
oo .. entqrit;a.g the tenitory of the. mines. Tb.us ·it really appears tbatr 
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lnost: ·or: tbe contmband property'is· divided betw~n .tbe: state ·and 
the>1mmggler: . but this is not all; the· diamonds are sent out of ·the 
eovnti'y, and real effects of value are received in · return, leafing a 
balanee much in favour of Brazil. · · · 
: 'Fbis illicit: trade has . been carried on· to a very considerable extent ! 
there is strong-presumptive authority forstating tbat, since the 'firsi 
diseovery of the mine~ diamonds to the amount of two millions sterj 
ling have thus found their way·to Europe, exch1sive· of wbat the cori.i 
tractDrs accounted for;. .This·has been owing to the ill·management 
of the whole ·estab1isbtnent, and ·to the total want tJf necessary regti
Jatioos, which have· pre\'ailed 50 lorig,. that it will not be-easy to· 
apply a remedy. ·Let us suppose ·for a-. moment' the system to be 
ehanged; the two· thousand ·negroes· employed in 'the·establiah~elit 
to be the property of the crown (whom two year8 profit. of the dia.: 
mond mines wollld be adequate . to purchase); these negroes to·· be 
supplied with every article· for· their !imppott froin ·a general store; 
and ·to b;e. · treated .as mildly as pOisible: they ·would t-hen form a 
!ioeiety,, and, · knowing· no · other . masters than t'heir oftlcers, would 
bave only ·ooe common it~terest to sen-e. The contral>and trade by 
this means, . though perhaps not totally destroyed, ·would receive an 
irrecm~erabJe blow, and would be ·reduced almost to' nothing. Should 
-.uch -·a ·change take place, the shopkeepers, aind ;those persons who 
subsist· by hiring negroes to the •orks, would find- the source of their· 
emoluments dried up •. and, -rather than ·remain at Tejuco, would mi• 
grate to situations more -congenial to their interests.·: thus the district 
would ·be freed from that bane which has so· long over-run· it, and 
Government would ·rtap the advantage of · having the mines worked
by their own negroes, whom it would be difficult for· ot~en to 
seduce: · · 
· Another evil which such a change of system would be caJc::~lated· · 
to remo,·e; is·the fullowing:-Every article of sustenance required for 
the establishment is purchased of farmers who reside a few league• 
ftom T~juco, or who have farms at a greater dia11ance ;· and· this ·ab.-. 

LL 
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aurd praotice~ i&.the · caute ·Gf mueh ~ftSsary intercount. ·'!?here 
are thoui&Jlcla of IWI'69 of excellent land in the vicinity of the diamood 
w~ having · dlGice .of situation, aod . fit for the growth of eve~~j 
spec~es . of produce. How well might a. part of the.force abon>lllell~ 
tionec;l .be ·occasionaUy.spared for a few days only, to be employed 
ia .. the ·firstt,opera.tioos of husbandry, which would J>e, to inclose a 
s~ieat :quantity.of ground in various parts for the maiatenauce of 
the establilbment. :. A certain oamber of negroes would be allotted; 
in proportion to tbe land uoda cultivation, and. on particular occa
sions, as· io . bar~t,. an ausiliary force 1t0uld be always at band. 
Thia v:oukl be fanning , with .. dou~~ advau~ ; the plough would 
•oJk iaat:e&9 ~ the hoe ; . after-c:rops would be sown to, be e-te.• o!f 
the· gmundt which·. would tbus be enriched aod kept in. goOd condi .. 
tioll • . : Numbers ·of~ ~ouJG be. planted with .a~ificial !JUS,, tub
jlrt ·to·impti~:where . that was. practiqable, and thus, contrary to 
the . ~HJ'Bl pradice, tbe ~le woold be provided with sabsist~e 
a th~ 'dr.¥ se,ason~· · Iod~n cora, w~ mandioca, feijooes, potatoes., 
ltc. would be cultivated, and, under proper manage·ment, .-would. 
Jield, · cJ8ps equal ·to the mOit .sanguine .expectation. .S~we-hoU&ea,. 
with, 'nq.isite CQDY~Bieaoesf would soon be e~cted,. in. whieb tho 
pia might: ·be kept without spoilins. . T~s would tile firat .princi~ 
plea.· of h~odrJI be iutroduced into the distri~t, asd pro.ve,a source 
of~re luting ·benefit to the sta.te than mines eitbet of gold or .U. 
morids,, ~fer ;when; the latter wore eshausted .there would remain an 
aotin2 ••oo 'iadutrious popWa.ti0a... . It seems, indeeG, io. have been 
tile . purpose ·of. ·nature, in distribut~ the~JC. precious substanees jg 
dlrese remote.;aod ld,moat ~n .puts, · to . allure .civ.ili~ men to 
Bdtlo.u.pon ·them... . · .. · . . . . , 

From tbe circumstances wh\ch have been . already explaiued, it 
w.ill :appear · tilat, uader· t~e present .a.,.tcm, the Go•ermneat paJ for · 
a)( the di~IOOIId& that are bJ,od .hem, ana probably receive )ittle mt)r.ll 
dmn.-c:Me41aJf;; ·therefare it it. euideo~ .that .th~ c~ttv.ey~d through 
other :channels can IDe sold .to. the public at a.lower .- price· than that. 
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at whic'h ·the ·former. are ·obtaiaed. But theembarfaued ·state · ot · tb~ 
establish~ent is such, that · tile managers· cannot Jesaen their ex• 
pences, being obliged to take credit for every_ article; · and to hire 
abno&t' any negroes that a~ oWered. These evils have taken tad 
deep root to. be eradicated, even by the abilities of the present In~ 
tendant : had such a man been placed here forty years ago, ·em. 
pOWered to act without controul, and to govern the· district as private 
property, on the principles above stated, he might have rendered it 
rich and inde~ndent. · 
. . .Mall the diamonds found in these works belong to the Cl'GW'n, the 
royal fiunily have been accustomed to· select from the quantity annuall1 
remitted' whatever stones they conaidered worthy their notice, which 
were generally those exceeding seventeen · earats·. They were, forJ 
merly sent to Holland to be cut, the Dutch beiDg the contractor& of 
tbe diamonds, from the first discovery of the mines ; but ·since the 
emigration of the· court to Rio· de Jaueiro, that trade has ·been ~ 
h'red to England, where these preciou, stooee anoually anive. aod 
are 110ld by private ·contract. ·, 

The coJiection of diamonds now in the poesesaion of the Prince 
Regent js unequalled in number, . size, and quality. by that of any 
potentate in the world ; and I am credibly informed that it eaceed• 
in vallie three millions sterling. 
· .This distriCt bas a direct communication with Bahia, and a fow· 
trbOps of ·mules are continually employed in going from .one place 
to the other. The journey is much longer than to ·Rio de J&Peiro. 
but the country is leis mountainous; there are fewer ranoboe or 
ho-vels on · the road, and in two parte it is requiaite ·to carry freaa 
water-for two days' consumption. The commodities sent from Te
juco and Minas Novas are very trivial~ oonsiating of toptazes, a.~ 
thysts, and other stones ; in return for which are broupt ~ 
fine. manufaetured goods, particularly bats, printed cotteae. ·-Me.ek-: 
ings, and Saddles, w bich have been much cheaper ia Bahia tbaa iR· 
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~gland~· . Coaner· article& are generally aent· from Bio de Jaoeiro; 
the distance ·being, .as. before observed, much shoroor.. . · · : 
.. • Of Da\tigaLlle ·rivers. we can say but little., ffho.J.Daoy .small streamt 
tltat rise in .various· parts join, and.form the Jigitonhonda, wbich,·u 
before ·obse,ved, mary oo·navigated to sea, without. any impedimeat, 
in at,~Qit teo d:ays. time •. How ~\ldt would the country be benefited 
if a .port. were .established ·~t the:entrance of this river, and \'eatels. 

l!'ere alloJVed . to: 1aa4 ~d u~load. ; capoe& would ind their -way from 
thence into the interior in the short space of. twenty day&, lOaded 
lfith every article· neeeisary . .for the coasumption of the d~tFict. 
How. .supemor would this mode of. <»nveyance be to tbat of oiaking. 
rp~ds tbrQugh imperyiODS woodS, and. oyer. almpst im.p811able.· moua, 
tains. How ma»y. thousands .of ··~rusadea ~a..Uy expe~ on: 
m~Jes.wou.W. be tJ1ua.8a\ted to,the.public, and.wbat ~umbew. of.meo 
~~~lc;J ·thus .be trained for the serv.ice Of the, marine,. instead of;those 
now emplo~d as muleteers. With the advantage of such a. gjm'! 

iuunimtioo,:.~·Novas ~d Cerro·do Foo would &Oon more,.. than 
double their population, and it might be anticipated that the banka; 
of.tbei.e fine.rivers, now lying deserted and useless, would bloom. with · 
~,ery variet.y·of vegetation which this genial .climat.Q . is capable of 
ptodueing• . ·. . . . . . . . . , . . . : . , . .. ! 

P' ~der tbe present system Tejuco . ~ught to aiaintaia it.eeM; ·and: 
have. the least possible intercourse with other places. Its~coiJllllefce: 
a:ught tO'·be. confined wholly to gold .and preeioua ;~tooes. ; but should 
~eminent detennine to make·diamond15.a free trade, .then a con- . 
trary policy would. be requisite. On this. subject I &ball, ·in .the~ 
q_u~l,,l~v.e sotne obsel'vations to .make. . . . . 
· The .quadrupeds· of Cerro. do Frio . are oommon to other parts ()f. 
~zil.- . ~ules are:tbe principal ~of burthen, .and aru.mudl · 
dea~r . tban ia the districts more to the southward.· . . Bontes.are ~~ 
~· au~nerous, but cheaper) being iri very little request; ll1ld used only,,. 
ori jpumeys of pleasure. Horn~ .cattle are: bred .at a: considerable dis.\~ 
tap~, .and· brought for the coosu.mptiQn 9f th~ place. Sh~p ~e.:-

9 

Digitized byGoogle 



(' ~~~ )', 

'H)niUst unknown'; hogs and! goats· are··m0re· plent.ifln ~< tif· do~:~ 
·are but few, and the· raee·is very· indifferent. · Ouneee · are 1tv~·~l
'dom seen; there: are not'many: deer·;· the:darrta;· o~ tapir,.i,ino~:un~ 

. . 
~ommon. · . · · ·: ·· ··:. ·· · · .. , ... : · ~: ~ 

· · Of birds there ate a ·few varietieS, but hi DO great nuni~J'S·: par• 
tridges are nther commen ;-·we shcrt-se,·eral in our:way·:to'·ttietdi&fl. 
ent mines, which · proved· good ·eating. Domestic· fewlki ate•in, ible
rable· plenty, but' by no•means: cheap~ lbeing;eighteeoJ.pell~e''.W· t;,o' 
shilliogseach. : • : · : · ·: · !'·' ·.:; ::1 

Of-serpents, -I saw oft1yone, and i't was hatinlestr ~ · but'l ·W&s in;. 
formed that the rattle-snake and the·jararaca, bOth ·equa11y venrim'
mJ18;·are·. common in,this 1district.: · Lizards• are very· uumerous; -&od 
the cttymnn; ·<Jr·aJJigator~ is:fountl'in most: of' the rivers~· '· , .. · ·.· :• !.; 

Fish ·art e.rtremely sc-.i'ce· in ·all th~ stt4eattts, owin~ to' tbe (\tiantiiy 
ofmatre•· ·with -which their. waters: are impregmited ~n:t ·the ·nu~tftoua 
waslttngs. ·· ... , · : ·'· ' .-: J • .. ·· ··· ; · ~-:' · ·.· 

.J This district i8 ·in· general free from that· troubleS(')nie plague;- · the 
mosquito, as that insect is peculiar to low and swampy places,. anl 
does· not bite with such disagreeable effeet 'ib ~evated and airf'situ
&tio'ft~ ... Bees are::but little :atiended · t(), aftd are &eatcely 'kno•n·; 

. \vere the managetllent of 'them better understooc::t ·and practised · by 
thd lnhabitanti,'they might' be much increased, ·and wax tnight· even 
be·eKpotted.· · · ' .·: . · :. : '1 . .; : . ·. . = ·:·: :_ 

:: In 1c1osing my observationS on this· district, I may be· ~rmitted·rn ·, 
add- some particulars rehltite to the i::il~ital. Thcffamilies whom I hati· 
tlwdu!mour to ·Visit 1lf)peared · to· Jiie .in great ·soeiability; ·They fre• 
quent1y form tea-parties~ The dress ·of· tbe Jaaies coBsists a1mast 
entire1y.ofa'rticle8 of. English manufacture, cotton prints, straw hats, 
artificml· Oowe~, jewelry; &c.· ·Owing to· the great distance ·ofT~iuco 
from ·a. -sea-pdrt, piano..:fortes have not been introduced here, or fhey · 
would -ptobdbiy ·be in great demand ; 'for lhe ladies in general ·have a : 
'tasle -f<Jr .. tntisic·. -and totWh:the guitar with great' spirit and elegttnce. 
~ejng is a fav~rite-amusemeilt, 'and all appear DiuCb pleased antf; 
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--~ · "ith ·the .EngliJh rountry-dapce, The ladies seldom go 
~d-~d,.,ex.eept t~ .DJass, aJKi th~n tbey are US\Ia)Jy carried in a Chair 
hung.'"'h curtains and a.caoopy, and suspended from a pole, borne 
by two men. The sedentary habits of the females I have often: 
tbou~ .-injurious to their health; but, sin~ EogJish saddles have 
beep,·~otrodu~ they begip to take airings on horseback. · 
-.Warm batbs are very· gJ'Jle~Jiy used, being considered of great· 
eflicacy .in removing recent colds, to which all persons here are· 
liable, on account of the peculiar nature of the climate. They ate· 
jnwariabJy·otfe~d •t lligllt w tra.vellers, as a means of relieving the 
paillll oc~aioned by t~e fatigues of the d-_y. ~ 

A. CQDtillua~f) .of iiJ b~Jtb obli~ me to take leave of my friends· 
in 1,ejuco, and w. ~tum. to Riq de Janeiro with· all possible expedi· · 
~Jh .J.t w.iJI .aot be CJP'C~ tba.t I should relate all the .,.rticulars · 
af ·my joumey thither, ~ . I ~traced my fonuer route with a few 
occasional deviations ; I shall therefore confine myself to whatever 
l sa~. WQnhy m .intertat which I did not obse"e on my way to 
T-ouw~ .. . . . . . · 
.. )fr, De:Ctlmam did tne th"·hQnour to accompany me as far as 

. Saa .GQDf;Net. and -.helVed me a ·Work a short d~tance from the esta
~lishJPCDt, neRr \he margin of a river of the same name. As I staid ' 
hore. one eo tire d"y wjtb this ~n~leman, I had Je~sure to examine thii · 
singular situation, where I, for the first time, found mountains of• 
•nit~, . 'ipcrecUbJy harri, cqmposed of hornblende and· feldspar. 
abou~ forty yeai'J ago thi$ ~xcavation, which was of conaiderable . 
depth, was J\lddenly fillt:d up by the bursting-in <>f the side, for want· 
of proper •~p.port to resist the pressure of tb~ i~umbent stratum, 
whic;h f•Jli.ng ~•" imp,um" IJ\811~ totally destroyed the works ; knd · 
they remained ·in this &tate QQtil abo\lt t:wo .Je&? ago. As the wings 
()( vagu~ tePQrt. ~re ill gene~ much longer than those of truth, this · 
pla.ce had. the reputat~on of . bei~g extremely rich io diamoods, and · 
.th~ app~trent. impoi!Sibility of clearing it, ~ded greatly to the credit 
~hiQb. Wl\f. pv~n tQ it. ' Old inhabitants came {Qrward to 88J that 
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tHey bad been. erjlployed ~· .t~e w~rks when .~', aee~~t ba~~ 
and that the diiunonds fuumd ia tbem exoo1ed ' in nuinber~:~;·.'&Dtr. 
ineness those pr.Cldoce.d - ~t any~~ pl*e··· ·~e·:·wpona: BIINJil~ 
~cbed the ean -of th~· lnteodaDl, who, within a year after. ·euferirig• 
upoo his office · at.Tejuc~~· formed a. pJ~n oe elearing aad ~a\-atiag 
the works. .Such ·a stupE-ndous undertaking was. · cakialatAid oil~·lbr: 
a man . of his superior tale~.ts and enterprise. · He.-,stationedcf ~· 
i>ur hundred negmes under the direction of the best :oficen oo-tlre1 
establishment; inclined planes were· formed, and. pulley& ealculattd: 
to 'lift immense weights were erected. · As some df lhe masse~ df 
aieoite were too large to be raised whole, arid ttie· subStance wa8.801 
hard that. steel wo:uld not stand. to bore it, they were obliged· to coli .... 
trive means. for breaking them. Recourse wa8lmd toi lilr.ge ~ :'ltith 
which. the rocks were heated,. and cokl water'was thrown UpoiJ·tltelfi, 
from tubs suspended by long pieces of timber fOJ'Dled &Ome..n.t .Jike: 
.. ranes. · After six months· ·or. very heavY, imlt iaceaaant labOur.,; tbe: 
place was cleared.' Let us for a · moment .retleet' 011 the ~inef 
expectati€nis which had· lieea formed tes~ting the site of the ·4fiai,.: 
mooch;, their number ·alfd brilliancy, the boDOUI'S.tbat .wouhl be coii-) . 
ferred on the officers, ~c. ; and we mayjudge what mosi han heen~ 
the general di-sappointment, when, after the bottom had. been sera,_, · 
not a diamond was found t Thus ended this- serious· trial, ·made: af' 
grea:t expence, labour, aoo risk) like· many other ·91JeCnlatio~ bUilt:. 
on the delume stories pro~gated by, :old mmen ~e&pettti*g 'plaCe$ 
formerly worked, b.r lfhich new· a'beuturers are. tempted:, and fre-
quently -ruined. . ' . . · · 

. I continued my former route, -. visiting tlae' same ·friends wbo· bad·, 
received m~ on my journey t& T~uco,' until I arrived at Cricaes. 
In the . vicinity - ~f this place are 'found fine amethysts Mid 
erystals, throUgh 'rlMcb iitaQium is in~rspersed. Proceeding:&om 
laence, 1 took . a more, easterly ·~mate to the village of Bromada,. 
clistaat .about five leagues. A great part of the road was covered: 
with rich iron ore. ·1 passed .. through the ·vmage of St. John,. aud 

·. ·: : , 
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ehtend: a fine ;Talley; through which ran a little rivulet., called 
St.. Antonio ;.....,.r a more delightful place· cannot be .imagined : the 
grounds, which lay in gentle · eleYations,: w~re capable of every kincl 
of cultivation, ·-&nd appeared calculated ·amply to repay the farmer 
for.any labour he ·migbt besto.w upon them. In addition tO th~ 
advantag~ . anGI that. of a· fine climate, this vicinity yet contains 
.....e places extremely rich in gold. At the end ~f this valley we. 
crossed the rivulet over a good stone bridge,· and passed through a 
pretty hamlet ealled Barra; proceeding a league farther, we arrived 
at the bouse of. Captain Jase Alvarez, who received me with great 
kindaess. This being Sunday; many of the· neighbours were on ·. a 
'¥iait to his .house:; . a sumptuous dinner. ,bad been provided,. and the. 
eveoiog. passed in: very -interesting conversation relative to tbe mode 
oti ·miniog·in that aeighbcMrrhood. Next day Lwent. to visit t}it, 
gold-works belonging to this,geatleman, the principal of wbicbl wtl~ 
situated near. the ·IUmmit t.of a ~untaio of a~~gillaceous scbiitas, 
one· part of whieh: ·seemed to have .slipped from the other, leaviog a 
oleft of ·twenty feet peitpe~dicular. T~e face of this cleft ap~ 
of; dift"erent: ·.colours,. BDme .much. more ferruginous than others; the. 
parts esteemed mo&t rich ~n .r gald bad the. appearance of irregul~r 
ca•i~es,· now filled by a ·substance not unlike ferruginous s.talactite 
in ·decomppsitinn. This mountain bas produced a great quantity ·of 
gold, and continues yet rich : jt may be truly called auriferous ; for 
I directed n~oea to bring me specimens of earth from evea·y part of 
the cleft, from the roots of the grass to the bottom, all of which . I 
found to contain gold. At this place stamps are used to redu_ce the 
indurated sobatab0ie89 . but they are so ill-constructed as to produc£' 
but :little eft"eet.~ . Afler. a most ·pressing invitation to stay, ~nd ad-. 
v.aotageous .offers of. 'laod .to a considerable extent, ·which.( found it 
expedient to decline,. I tookdeavc of. the owner of this establi:sh
ment; ead paased·a llf!ry.large house belonging to Captain-mor Penha, 
a· v.ery o1 ufertt.·miner, wbC!) ·~as. a large establishment of negt"()es. 
a:nd. extenai..ve lands. I continued my rou~ five leagues tbrougb 
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.;) aunfeF()us:~tly,. p8seect-· tbe:·~il·· · of·St. Bar~ ·aufl d 
rived at Catos Altos .... from benee, J;·prOOeeded tD :vitltk·aica;. ~ 
oot obsening: any o thipg 'worth notice. . " .. • • • ' ; ! ' . · 0 -' •' 1 :' •: 'I • ·.' 

.. I was here received with the same attentio11"and ..pect .. IW'bicli 
I bad experienced on my first visit. Finding it necessar,1• re
:main here a few days to recruit. my health, I examined a Y~.Y 
,of substan.ces that bad been :eollected for me during ·my absence, 
but was not fortunate enough to meet with . any · thing very· im& 
resting. . . The theatre being open, I passed two evenings the~ 
.and was much gratified: to find that the rational amusement of 
the drama bad superseded savage bull-fights. 'l~he · theatre and .de-
ce>ratiQns were neat,- and the performanres to1eNble~;: were ~hey-bef.• 
ter encouraged, the pubJic.would receive greater -gratification •. ·They 
;bav~ :ey~r been under the control of .the governor, and·are geoetaU1 
!10 fettered as to be . obliged to perform such . pieces only as his caprioe 
_may dictate. · . . . . ·:, 
· Leaving Villa Rica, I . e.onti.nued tny joumey to the capital,· where 
.I arrived about . the middJe ·of February 1810, in a most exhausted 
state, from the combined . effects of fatigue and an indisposition 
.which continual exertion and want of .rest had increaeed in. a :ooo
ISiderable degree. . I informed His. Excellency tl)e Conde de Lin• 
h•res of my arrival, ~nd, in a few -days afterwards, had the;. hot 
nour of presenting to . him a report, stating the partioulars of mj 
journey. I was afterwards introduced to the Prince, · who did me 
the honour to express his approbation of my account of the coun• 
try throug4 which I had travell~, · and · requated-~ to publish 
it.. .He. was graciously: ple&~Jed to make both. my· att~ndaats .of"' 
.ficers, in reward for their good conduct; and. when 1 expressed 
my thanks for this 111ark of his attention, be replied, that it was 
too . trivial to notice, and deRired me to nune in whit-t OlaDDer be 
. could testify . the sense . he entertained . of JPY servicerf. At -this 
. ~oment my health was. so extremely precarious, that I could not 
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think of remaining in · Rio de Janeiro, where I found myeelf dail,. 
getting worse; otherwise I have not the smallest doubt that th~ 
generosity of the Prince would have amply repaid me for the 
&tigues I bad encountered. 

• .I 
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CHAP. XVI. 

General Viet11 of MintU Gerae1. 

THE capitania of Minas Gerae8 extends from 600 to 700 milet 
from north to south, and about the same distance from east to 

weat. It is bounded on the north by the capitania of Bahia; on 'the 
west by that of Goyaz ; on the south by the river Paraibuna, which 
divides it from the capitania of Rio de Janeiro. It is separated from 
the district of Espiritu &nto and the coast by al) immense chain. of 
mountains, which country, being inhabited by the Antbropophagi~ is 
.of coune very little known. .. 
. This capitania is estimated to contain three hundred and sixty 
thousand inhabitants, of whom two hundred thousand are negroes, or 
their iiJlaediate offiipring. The population of Indians is not induded 
in this estimate, ·nor can it be ascertained : they are considered 
as by no ·means numerous, as they never make any opposition against 
an an;aed force, ho•~ver small. In the course of my journey I did 
not see one, except the child at the village of Coriceppo, nor did I 
.ev,r bear of any of them becoming civiliZed, or lilirig· in any of the 
vil1ages with the settled inhabitants •. · · 
- The 'regular military establishment of the capitania is very respect
able, and consists of 1400 cavalry, which number is prescribed by 

• From all accounts relative to the Incn.na, either. by the officers employed against theftl, 
and better acquainted with their habits than other men, or from any of the eettlera who JiYe 
near the coast, it does not appear that they haw the smallest knowledge of gold or of pre· 
ci99J seotu:e 1 heno~ they ~an in no dcpee haw coutribatcd to the .dilcon:ry of thole. tlea• 

. JW'CJ in tbe diatrkt, 
~ .' . . . .. 
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·Jaw, and cannot be augmented. Their principal station is at Villa 
Rica, where the general resides, who, jointly with the governor, issues 
aU orders respecting them. They form ·a disposeable force for the 
general service of the capitania ; they are appointed to guard certain 
places known to contain valuable products; also to receive tolls, col
lect tythes, patrole the roads, · and search suspicious persons, for 
which purposes parties of t~em are statioQed at the various guard
houses and registers. ·They go in quest of felons, guard ·the prisons, 
.and· likewise execute orc.1en to impres.& men le\lied for service in Bio 
de Janeiro. They ·are employed exclusively in the miniug country, 
which they .never quit, ~xcept w~n they ftcorti diamonds and . trea
sure to the capital, or are di&patched·oo a.ny ·pa~culu service~ The 
regiment. ie a very fine .one, and eojoys so high a reputation, that 
numbers are continually offering to eolist in it. While I was at Villa 
ltica nearly two .hundred voluoteel'8 were !erving, without : au1 . .. 
muneration whatever, waiting to be placed on the· establishment 
11.t00rding to their. seniority., as vaa.noies lhoulll occur •. . Tbis.affords 
-the geneml. ·an opportunity of choosing the most addier,.lilce men, 
and those of best character, : in ·w~icb respects it is 818erted •. · _. I 
belteve -with great truth, :that .tile OOTPJ ia :ooPiv.alled.. . T-he ofticera 
:enter ·wwy young, and ilene as cadets- for a certam :period •.. duriag 
iwhich ·they perform ,the d11ty. an.t receim tbe· ,., of pmTatea, ,from 
whom ·tbeJ ~ diatiaguist.l ·by a star :on· tbe ~t sboaldel',· aad 
generallj: .eurciae- .together..: · 'l"bQy ·are promoted · a_roordiug to: ~ 
niority~ • · · . , 
. · Besides this force, there is · a militia, in wltich all the male inha
·bitants : of the capitania are eorolled, and an liable to be caUed out 
when occasions require. It is a part of the present policy of the 
Prince,s ministers to stimulate the Cre91i~ns to active occupations, 
.~y obliging them either to till . their .groun4s, . or t~ enter t~e ranks 
-aod become soldiers. · 

The k-nOWfl. produce of . .this vast extent. of te.rritory. comes oext 
under consideration. On this subject I shall not follow a variety of 
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:vague- ac:t()unts, whi~b bare;" ·been compiled· with.little regard to 
truth, ·.but ~baJI :present to· the reader the result of my owll obaerv- · 
ations •. · .. . . .. 
, 1'he great quantities of gold, pre.ci9us· stones, iron, .&c. ptodueed 
in . t.bis country have been largely treated upon. Galena, or ~sulpbu· 
tet .. of lead, is found only near Aha~ .- :Antimony abou~ds in 'he 
vicinity .ofSabara; native bismuth is found near.VilJa.·Rioa; arseni
cal and martial pyrites are very commoo.; · titanium is fou.nd in OC• 

taedral crystals, also ·in beautiful prisms: and ~der spiculae, finelj 
grouped in rock crystal. . Platina niay be . obtained in tolerable 
quantities at Largos, but the plare which produ~ it baa been aban
doned from want of a market. Chromate of lead,, I was informed. 
is found in the vicinity of Cocaes·: l .BBW &el'eral pieeea·in,ther~ 

. session of Dr. Gom~z of that place. At·T~uco, alao, I waa.shewn 
some, aDd was presented with t_wo piet81!f;;· .whieh·amlunooamoP1J 
fine, more brilliant in colour than. that· 6:om ·Siberia,. and diat;Detl.J 
cr_ystaJJized OD .a matrix Of granular· .sand .. tooe; .accompanied ·with 

. the green ' oxide of .chrome •. Copper ~n-·scarcely be said to .ellist ia 
this country ; the only place at present knOI.WD to. produce it,. is a 
mountain twenty leagues: f~m 3:ejuoo.: ·wliem •soiaU particles; appear 
• ··a rodi ;of qnrtz ~hd .hornblende : : t~ . .Qaatrix iB. ·SO .. hard, aild . the 
·quantity ofcopper.so trivial, as to afford .-o encouragement to work 
it. The place has -been. exaJDiood by the. Iat.endant, and . it .. k~e.wn 
·to most.penoris in:Tejuco•. No .mineaof silve11 have:beeli diseevMed 
in the capitania:, ·but, tae ··gold is generally .:fou~d to contain tbat. pre .. 
ci.ous metal, sometimoi.in great. proportion. · No tin, cobalt, or-•ny 
other metaJ, except those above mentioned, has bee~ hitherto met 
'With. .' . 

. ; ~' : . 

- • At a place ~alfe~: Caldrone8, ne;_r to. OrO BimCc;, i ie~eiY~d two bits of this metal, but 
they were so small and disfigured, as to leaYC strong doubts respecting their helng natural 5 
lhe more so, by reason of tbe many imposlti'ooa that wen: attaPpiC4 to t. practieeclapoo me 
by faiN apccinu:aa of COppef .OI'CIIJ ~. &c:. · 
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• · Of salta,- impure nitrate of potass i~ .formed 'in great abunda~ce; 
ge~~emlly ~ · if n·atal.-ays, in calcareous Situations; ill a tract ·(jf eli~~. 
try which commences from ten to fourteen degrees west of Tejuc~' 
particularly. at ' Moute·:Rodrigo. which··is · situat~ ·betweetr·tbe two 
edebrated -rivers· called Rio dos Ve1hos ·and' PB:tauria. 'This moun.;' 
1ain , iH ver.y large and well-wooded ; the stratum ·is· calcareous; and 
cootaina many caves fUTrt:~ ·as it were,: with nitrate ·of.patass. · Since 
Govemmeot -has. made nitre an :obje'Ct of·corrimeree, arid·t:mcouragoo· 
its productie~· ·many familieg have gettled ·at this ·pfuce;·: and 'ha:vd · 
coHected ··large, GJ.uantilies of this saliferoils subStanre, ·wbic~, lift~ 
•weral. opeiations, . is· &ent to Rio' de· J'aneirt); · where 'it is· refilled fo•' 
the greatJ powder .. maoufactbry recent1y · estabiiih~ 'near that'. city. · :· 
· ·' ·IJl:.Yarious plaees me·fOIIlDldtthe &neat clays in ·greatplenty; fit.foL 
porcelain. aad· earthenware · .of .every · description, which are entirely · 
~lected •. : Iu other·pa18~law•cyanit~, actinolite, · tremolite,. pot
•tooe, and chlorite. Congiomemte· IDasses ·of recent formation,. en:. 
v~lopiag diamonds and grains-of gold, are sometimes., though rarely; 
naet witb; also a :siliceGUs substance. of' a fine dark-blue colour, pro.; · 
bably. totally unknowe. · · ~· · · . 

On. the v~~~l>le: products of . .tliis capitaAia I have-but few-00.. 
Jervations fx> make, im addition :to those already given in the COIJJ'I8 

.ofmy namrtive •. · Many partS are well calculated for the growth of. 
hemp and flax, . and water . for : steeping .them is easily attained iii 
n~ost situations ; 80 that the on1y -impediment to the introduetioo of' 
th* osefulplantsappears·to· be tbe labour required tode~n . them~ . 

. ·ln•·the immense woods .tbe finest trees are frequently destroyed b1 
-the creeping plarits; which cannot grow without adhering to some ~· 
support. When they attach. themselves to a tree, they shoot up •ery 
rapidly. encirc1ing it with numerous fib~~ and in a few. years bec<?.t:n~ · 
80 strong . B! ~nti~Jy ·to stpp the growth of the tree, and at 1e,ngth . 
·destroy h. . When io a young state, they are so flexible as to ~., 
:USed.for ordi,•ry PUFP~ instead of cords. I have ~~ aegroee . 
m,ake. their bridles of them, and ride~ with them {Qr a day togetber~-~ · 

9 
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. . .A•. tbeee fprests .. remaiD -unexplored; .many of. !the· ~ . are· on~ 
lcnowp, •ad consequently the qualities of their hub. However;· 
there .~ some used by the inhabitants .in dyeiog .y~low ;-and I W8ll 

informed. some yielded a black colour that ·could not .be washed out. 
There is a variety which serves for curing. skins, or tanning, JOUle of 
which give the hide a reQ colour, otbers leave it almost white: but 
tpis art is so little known, and. the. people are ao averae to employ• 
Jpents 9f_this sort, that it has hitherto made littJe progress. ·. • 

Gum tragacanth is in great plenty,- and of. a Tery,good qualit,J 
~re are immenae quantities of aromatic sluubs; and· l ·found in 
many places upon the bark of trees, and more particular)' upon.olti 
wood, a lichen, which yielded lo watu a most beautifitl. crimm 
coJour•~ .Jointed. c~es grow spon*aneously, frequeatly abote:thirtt 
feet long, and in ~any pl8(:88 form arcades over· tbe road: ~· 
plants always indic;ate the &Qil to be vsy fertile. 
. Ferns grow ·11o laJ'F.,_ as aJIDOSt to Jo.e their ·charactJeriatic·: · 1: bave 
~uently seen them twelve feet . high.. Tbeae and ~other sucecile.-·· 
plants, when reduced to ashes, serve to make aoap, of-which almost 

. . 
• A part of the lichesa which I brought home with me I p~ae~~ted to a gcatlemaa w)Jf\ 

w fond of chemical experimentt : he obtained from the email quantity of. three grains ~ . 
ma· colouring matter u imparted to an ounce of iluid a deep purp1e, sufficiently strong for 
ewry purpote of dfddc· · · · 
. The foUowing are the reeuka oE eome experimeata which be. did me 1he fftoar bt make: : 

White sewing -silk, put into ~n alcoholic eqlution 0D1J ODce, recciTed a iDe .uong purple. 
Part of a akein of the same material waa put into a solution or potub, which produce4 - . 

purple c1eeper in hue than the former. · ' 
.Cotton thread and wonted yam, immened only once in the aame solution, produced Yerf 

acarJy tbe eamc c:oloun. 
n.e part or a skein of ailk dye4 in tbe alcohelic solution ...... iaunened • a eolutioo of 

muriate of tin, which produced a beautiful lilac, approaching to doYe-coloured blue. The 
eame substance dyed in a solution of potash, and immersed in a aolotion of muriate of tin; 
became a few ebadea darker, and nther mote ·C)f a pink hue. ~-are not _.nfayoarablc 
raul~ hom a ~~t.r .ao.miautet and I' feel c;onfidcnt that thia tubltiDCe mar be JCiidcrcil 
a very nluablc article of tnde. · . . . 
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e\leiy:aegm~nbft:theproceas,amhiJoatfamilieamakefortheiroWJI.~ 
~-very 8barj>, ·.and ·washesrwhi&e articles. oneommooiy;wttll~. -lri· 
dii&- Inc eouotry• where almilsf every ·gradatien,.of~clirtttte ·may -he: 
found, Eumpe~n . fruia, such • oliv~ .almonds~ eheauuta, rnulbeN 
ties~c~ .would:dui.ve, if'properly attended tO.. · · ; . ·, ·· 
·,·a11e mulberryds c1iltivated at one,plaoe, where I ·.saw a few silk· 
·~· . :, The :Climate ia favourable to them, but ·the poptilation: Is. 
not sufficient to carry the breeding of them .to any extent,' as. they· 
rtlqiiiregieat-atteodance and· care. · ' 
.:;Cocbioealmay;beaaid to be almost anknown in the·capitania:f di~ 

;alma ~hrif!li.groW&apootaBeously,and froin. itsseed&greatquanti~. 
efCMJ:er oii·Jua.yybe. utraoted •. F«' baoaoai and· other lropical.fMts 
~ · tlimatae. ia: not· ~ticieatly .hot,· .aad·. is too changeable •. . Beaia&, . 
peas,;_ and· pulle·iu,generiLI; are very ·fine; . pumpkins &leo, aod cab
bages grow to a great• .Bile.:. · Jt is ·a· fine cotmtry for 80wera ; tbe rose 
it .-tremely fraglranit ·and :is·ia:bloom. all the year.· ·Varieties C)f the 
puliioD-fiower ate: fODDCI in all parts ; · pinks and carnations, · 'Yith : 
aumberlelil ather .ficawers,: gmow 'in ·.great profusion. 
_ This . capitania contains four co marcos, or districts, St. J oio del 
~y, Sahara, V~lla Rica, and Cerro ~o Frio~ all of which prod~~d 
much mor~ gold a few years after their discovery than at. presen~, 
though in the year 1809. Villa Rica .a.one received for gold perm~e4 
a hundred and six arrobas of thirty .. two pounda each..- The ~ ia
tbe other three ·comarco& cannot be rated to pennote less tban froin 
fifteen to twenty arrobas, therefore the capitania may be est.ima~d 
tO yiekl to Government, as the annual fifth, a quantity not less thai\ 
~ne hundre9 and .fifty arrobas. · · · 
· St. Joio del Rey, the capital. of. the district so ealled~ ia a · eoct

sidei'able .· t!Owa~ aDd ·contains at least · five thousand inhabitants .. 
. . . . 

• • ID aiaor partl of the eoast, the plant which produces die bariJJa would Pt'obal,ty floarislt" 
---,. if int~; and weald form an acelkot article of commerce, ilot cmly for ex-
portation, but for ho.c conawnption. · 
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It is sitaated ,neu the Rio das Mortes; , which runs northerly, and 
empties ·itself. into, the Rio· das Velhas• The countrY: around i~ 
ill very fertile• and produces excellent. fi'uits, both exotic and indi~ 
oou~ ~; also.lodiaa eorn, and ~ans in great. quanties ; a little wheat, · 
&c. This comarco being more :cultivated than any nther part, is 
·oaned .the granary of the distJict.; cheese is made here in tolerable 
quaatity, and bacon very indifrerently cured, ·both which are sent to 
l_Uo de Janeiro, and form ~ considerable trade. Great numbers of 
fowls are also sent thither, and a little rum, augar,.and ·ooifee. Pro-. 
visiont of all .. kinds are much cheaper than at ViUa Rioa ; pork and 
beef are about ·a penny per pound, poultry in proportion, and vege.f 
tables equally.cheap; . . . 

. About two leagnes distant from the town is the rivulet of San Jos6•, 
fo~Y. abounding :jn gold"' washings, som~ of which· continue good, 
particaJarly thos~ in. the . vicibity of a pretty vmage, . caUed Campan9 
ha. In the neighbou~hood ia a mountain that produces a ·great 
qlt81l~ty· of.imn. pyrites, which many .people believe to be gold; and 
say that no.metliod is yet known· for extracting it. lnthia district 
are a great number of pines of a very singular variety, from the bark 
of which exudes much resinous gum.: The wood is of a· fine brown,. 
red.colou~, .. full of knots, and inconceivably bard. · 

Some rotton, ·although not very considerable in quantity, is grown 
in this· district; it is spun .by hand, and woven into coarse. clothing, 
genei'aUy for' the use Of the negroes. Finer cloth is sometimes woven 
for table-linen. The -making of )ace is a favourite occupation with 
the ladies of St. Joio del Rey, who are reputed ·to be more attentive 
to domestic ~oncems than those of other towns, many of them being 
descendants of the Paulistas, so celebrated for industry and eronomy. 

The district of Sahara was discovered· and settled tiy the Pauli stat, 
who took possession of it as early as the year 1690, or, according to 
some account., .twenty years earlier. They founded the town which 
ia now the capital of the district, and worked several gold,.mine$ in 

" 'J'hqc aJ'C seycral rinaJela in YariOut parts that bear t!U! ~.~in?•. 
liN 
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_its neigbbourhood,-·the·F<J<Iuoe. Of which .they seat.~.-. tlaein-nati,. 
place~ . as· it \Vas· their· custoui to do with all the ·gold: fouiuk Jia :the 
varioui :parts' whicb they ~ .explored; ()11. this. account: •ttJe ~ityr CJf 
St. Paui1& acquired' a II)Ucb higher. reputation. for ticO.: tbtin it; mei 
rited·,. it· being generally believed that all Ute g{>ld ·sent· frem· ;.tbenc& 
was proeured" it} that· vieinity •.. Some. yean aftEr. 'he. establmhltl8nt Gf 
SabaN, the .CGurt ·of !Lisbon se.nt . out a nobleman- u gbventQ~ to:~ 

duce the settleJ"S',: !and to oblige thetn to. pay: a tribute in,eobfonnit.t 
to ·the laws of the .colony. The settlers took up ..,ms. aad I several 
encotinters took plaee, in dne·:of which· the. oohlem.o ·wu kittedf 
but, after seme· til)le,, the· :vieeroy lent grea\ ~inforoement:s int<Y tW 
interior, and quelled the insurgents, who submit~.:to·.pay'Jl ffihiof 
the gGJ.d predtleed•.:.! ;&:penon·of:the•name of Ar:ti&, :who·.wua!man 
of greab intrepidity aiKI peraevenuice, . ana. flad .. made .cC.si.detahht 
discoftries:io the neighbo.urhoocl, :w~~aftei'waras .appoillte«;l g09aitloJl 
and this proved t}le meanS. of, reconciling. an: partieL ' ! 1 : .' Ill . ! 'I 
:. WbiJ8,11heRaulist88 reni~ined ·~tbin:tWiT Qwri .• fl'dgny~- t~,; ...... 
not, in· any instance of wbiclt there is record, ·~imicar to Government: 
but after·tbey ·.bad fonned ·a ·J~rge;· iettl~nt, and. •ere-,~oome 
populous,. : they 'were not :content~ .-with. living . in es .fine .;. · .. .cu.. 
mate and as fertile .a soil as .imagination cau conceive~: ·but: began tn 
mignrteiio ~~of gold, trhversing onlmown countries• and enootlo
terin'g nery· species 'of fatigue. When -they· bad explored ·and.-Oa:o• 
pied rich:•diatriotsj at·the eipence. of ·many li~ aad· ind~cribable 
liardsbips;jt is- 'Dot :a ·matter .c)f surprise :that they·shouicJ. be dairo~ 
to'·maiatain. their right to them by .every means. in . theiP.•pawer~ 
Tliese enrerprisiag ·men· were the only aotive · adventu~rs in the cOL 
l&ny ;. they · knew·· their G>Wn superiority to -the reSl; of the 'inhabitants~ 

· and ·a.·sense •of:it~·ihclined :them. to .oppose Government, ·who failed 
not to bestow . upol'l..tbem ~pithets ~ck :they little deserved • . It is 
·well known, bowever,.that,-ili the colonial w•r.of -1770, the troops of 
the Portugueze govemJMDt would have inade but ·a wretched figure 
·'Without the Pauli~ in. the Pa~guay, and the very extensive terri-

•• • • • l o • • • r . . 
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tories· iD Matto G~·*• te .tlie·~orth~weel, where they penetrated 
and · formed settlements,;- a1mosb,in·.P.erul . ··They ·**ed as cavalrJ 
onl7.~' 'aod·ia 8· Bl&tillel'l:pteuliar .to rtbemaelvee, 'Which wu 80. fullrof 
a~getn · and. ~ suipmJJe.: ··taat .. . t~e. :Spani~,. ;,ere. geJlemlly. driv~ 
panio41traok~ &o1D their.pO.S.•ion.,_, .•Their ~xploi ... ~ re~ited·with 
eutbiJiiastn•l>y. tsheiutdes.dants,: rwbo.•ev.er rememUerios the preju ... 
tlioes whicihitht Spaniailds,entel18in ~;tgaiut their .oation,.ardently da1' 
site.an.opportunity .. of.emulating ~ir.anoesfni.'S •. ,lo .the war!abon-. 
amentiDnad~;the;Poet•gune•tn.ope, llOder Capt.aiD Coi:IDbra de:Su~ 
too'kaia ~· .inetati :the •important aettlement of .Rio Grande de St.lP.,. 
dro;t which ·J8bremams in. :tbar rpGSSelfiOJt~ and :jt,,ia thought· that 
.the. ·lfhole •. tenitoty oa ·~be nortb.·side. ·.of ·;the .. rta~ :w.wlt;l· ~a very 
eMJ coiaq11e8t; iw~ich · -~ :Paalist.aa alQftO: ·wpukl ~$ .J~r: to 
acrt>mpliaa.. · ~I ctano• ·concludettbis·di~siQll:.m'hoJlt Qbae~~og,..ia 
4lODtmdictWol ··tt> .. tl\e;. Qppro\lriu• ·:and , cRlgQittJ• ._t~; .Qn the8e 

• 
-~ . ..00 .tho ·faJt~& tehft181Bs·, ~f. 4li~~t -~: ~bellioo ! Wlbiabt bave 
'heoorbrtwght.ageiDat::~tP•: !that, tbt .Priqo_e. .hM q()~; •QieJoyaJ,eubt
jeaasriarany ·par~:af:J'liJ<\t~Bin'ons .... ·:.- , .. ) ·- ~ · .. : J ~ : • ! ill! .. ~ -, · •.• 

. · .. .lJe&pedting·the working .~f ,tbe··mi.QesriAnUibo•l Wiatoapitani~ it 
lw.been.almeady.·ob.rved•i that·.·~ueh~.o.f.tiJm, ·A.nd! Mlaoar.is.~ . 
.aioaed,bf· the..Wttnt of .. apa~y; •nd p~t·implementafur :the 
workmen.: .. NQfi,~ catt..or.,~b~ • in ·JJte: ttYVy. tJriosn&
·ileas8cyc 1». :bel Jr~ed :ilf carried ,.Qn .. tms h~•c:l&. of ~ p.oot· oegroe.. 
ia.meJJa~; w.bd ·hal'e.ia JbM.Y ,ios&a~Qfle w plimb:up lt,e,tp,Q&ceota, 
•hereant\ined . plane& mig~t ~ emplo.J.4d~to .~t, adv--..,aad 
would be fQJimed. with . .very .little. -tmuJ?-.. · ·The.~ iartbe ·onl1 
hydraulic· machiae • lnown •. ·aod is· v.~y- ·~n~rally. :adQpted·: ,but .it 
is. conttt.uot'ed w'.ith ·great. ~ffi~ulty . and ~pence,·. ~~d: 4abi ·.be··used 
only where a Mt'O.Q8 current Qf water; can ·be cQtn~nded. ;·· Pumps 
111~1.!~ at very trivial ~xpence, _~ ~~ns!~~t~~ .~~-~-h~_pla~. o(t~e ma.-
chio~s used .to pound ~heir Indian co~~ . . 

The tedious pro~ess~ otwashing ffh~. ca~c:albao for gold in gamel(as, 
would be much shortened by' using 'the machine of wh~ch the foUow-

N N 2. . 
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ing is a d~ption: ~Suppose a ·cylinder to be tOrmed of&& .... of iron 
longitudinally pJaoed, ·'and 'Dai)ed :to circles ·of WOOd, OpeD at eBch 
end, and suspended on two centres, one about .sixteen inches higher 
than the other. At .the highest end the cascalhio is to enter by being 
put into a hopper which communicates with it. · .The ban muit be 
nailed almost close to each other at the upper end·, gradually . widen• 
ing to the lower en<l, where they should be abOut half an inch asun .. 
der. The cylinder ought to be from ten to fifteen feet loog, and :a 
stream of water oonducted to fall upon it length-wise ~ it should be 
inclosed, like a dressing-machine iu a ftour-mill, and be s~bjectea to 
a very quick motion. The· portion of cascalhiO containing the most 
gold will by gravity .fall through near the opper end ; the otlier parts, 
according to their comparative fineness, gr&dually ·descending until 
nothing but the pebWei fall . out at the lower end. The earth and 
ferruginous oxide, falling 'into partitiolui or troughs below tbe cylin· 
der, would be ready for 'being pari6ed or separated from the gold by 
hand, which might be ·done with very· little :trouble.-Machines of 
this kind might be made on any scale, and~ if generally known and. 
adopted,. would iave .the :labour· of the ·negroes· in a ten-fold degree. 
The one. oonstructing. in Cerro do Frio will, wben complet.e,.do more 
work than a hundred negroes ·in the ~me spate oftime. Aeoniiderabfe 
improvement might yet· be made in this u:seful apparatus ; .for, il ·the 
gold, &c, washed from the mactnne were to fall upon troughs placed 
in·an inelined position, ·having a ch;mttel acrou· about a yar.d·froni 
the. UppE'f•eAd•,aU the gold. would ptiedipitate-into it, and·, if a negm 
were tO be continually: . employed in agitating ·the \V8ter, the earthy 
matter would run .off, leaving ·only the gold and: tbe ferruginous par
~ticles; which might be easily separated by mercury+· The utility of 
machinery: of this · kind is too obvious _·l-o need ·pointing out. 

. : ~ . . . . . ' 

· • If necessary, another c~mnel might ~ made at a co~yenieut distance from the fine. 
tIt cannot be too much rec~mend~d to._Ciovern!Pcnt to introd~ the, process of~ 

gamation generally throughout 'the mines.: : · · · · · · 
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Mills composed of three heavy irregular · itones, re*eoibtiog·~ 
Dint-mills~ would reduce many of the ferruginous cem~tations ·aDd 
softer substances which contain g<)ld •. The matter thus reduced 
might be immediately washed by fallibg or being put into the in· 
clined planes before described, and would, no doubt, prove the 
oieans of obtaining COJlsiderable quantities of the . precious ·metal~ 
which would be otherwise lost. Stamps might~ usefu·l where.gold 
is found in hard and brittle substances : but these might be DJOJe er. 
fectually pulverized by a heavy stone rolling· upon its ·edge, not un~ 
like a tanner's bark-mill. 

In many instances, hand-sieves might· be useful, and .would &ave 
much time and labour in ·washing, ·but perhaps . they would· be too 
expensive. Even miners' tools are much wanted, the only ones in 
use being the iron bar and the hoe. .The common miner's pick-axe 
would in many caaes be serviceable, and bucldng-iron• would reduce 
the matrix much more eft"ed:ually than beating it with stones, wbich 
is tbe only mode now practised. lt. is a most ll'Ofbrtunate circum:.. 
stance, and very detrimental to the interests of the miners, that what• 
ever is m&<le of iron is ~ .dear as to be beyond the means . of: the in· 
habitants to procure; nor haYe they dny &Ubstitute for it. 

When the present:. state ·of. the mining country. is considered,' and 
'its rich ·resources 'are compared with the want 'of science, wbicli 
·prevents the inhabitants from -iQJproving .them, how ·much is it to be 
-wished that Government ·would establish. ·and encourage ·economicid 
societies on the plan of our ~iety of Arta, Manufilctores, and Com
merce, in which inquiries might be made into all subjects relative to 
the·useful arts. Repositories. also might be established in aJI the priu,. 
cipal towns of the capitania, where models of useful ·machinery 
and various impleinents might be kept for 'be inspeetion of the 
public. Scientific publicatibns should be purchased, ·and· every 
·me&os employed ·to· promote 'the cultivation of science a.mODg ·the 
inhabitants.. At. the meetings of the societies, ·every measure tend
ing to. increase the commerce of the ·district should be disCussed 
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with ·~particular attention : bonOralJ gifts should be made to those 
Who mOlt ·promoted. iti welfa~ ·ud: premiums should. be oft"ered 
for· the .eaeouragement of all attempts to ameliorate the conditioo 
of the oegroea.· ·Although theae poor captivei lre io. genenliDueh 
~!Jetter treatecl: ·in Brazil thao ib·mariy other'oolooies, yet .their wei~ 
fare :tis .-a iGOOaiderarion which _ought aiW838- tQ !be .ttppermoet' io 
•~·minda• ~the ·pbHaothropie. Among .ol.laer.·subjedts thattmerit 
the•'.eaeouragelilent of:such :a society .. are the groWth of.hemp and 
au ;t(•the·iiDpi'Ovemeot of 'the·ootton;· ,hich of.Ja.te JeMS bas ·been 
much neglected ; of coffee, which may be almost- .Ud, \a be .unaV. 
teadctd •to,; i -and.'of.·rum,; which ia so· .very.. i~t,: and- :which, 
wi*h,·btt'ter · ~Dtmage..n~ · might ·be made to. much .auperior. ·A 
better· •~~~:ode ·of fanaing. m~ be iotroduced,~ the. oulture· of greaa 
for .:at.tle better· attended~to.-new· modes df. w:nabing. for·-gO}d a8d dia.. 
..,.;eM invented; that the .. negme& lllight work ill an·upnpttpollitioa. 
n·.W.ere .. auch sooieti~ .. formed un~er the. .' patronage; of. die Prince 
Begent, ·great· improvemeata might be ex~ .iu. .evetJ, de~ 
meet of ratal eronomy : the. coontry wduld be better.· cultivated, ita 
miooi• ;rould··'- workea:~ _:great.er advan~ aod maJiJ ,new ·pro.. 
d uctions, bo.illa 'Jriiaeral 'aBd-· vege~ble, would in .alL pro~bility iC»e6 
be,-diie<w«t~. · Th~p· the. inB.uence Of tbeee. pbib.ophic, meetings, 
information would be generalt.J communicated. ,.. .spirit of enquiry 
'WDU)d::be awakened among tbe·~ple; they. would Jearn·to.app~ 
~ate. ~the ·blefftioga · wilh~wbicll: nature has enriched . their ·eduotry .~ 
tbe;y,iWO\tl~·iatroduce :tlfe.modem .improvements of Europe; aa.t~y 
.beeaine eDlightttned.· ·they· would becO;ote indpstriou•• aed ~kl 
DlllOh :surPau ;tDeir' neighbours, who' WoUld .look: tlp .to ,them1fOr· ill-t 
struca.- .-and·te~antple~ ·1• · • • • • . : , , • 

· · ·Wihat objectKHi caa be made to a measure which .promises· to· .!)e.., 
nefit· alike ,tho··•hjecta .. aad .. the state? Even· the , b)OSt oa.trow:"" 
'Diinded policy C&n'flOt· ·find a. pretext ·for keepin' .. whole. peop~ m 
-iponmoe; for-.oo ·be informed is to ~ ueeful, and~ever._vlpo ... .of 
!lmo.wlfdJe·imparted to· them ·redauods ·tD:tbe. intdreat of:t.lm gqvea:ft,o 
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ment. There can be no d9ubt that the ·present enlightened ministers 
of the court of Rio de Janeiro will endeavour to promote the sciences 
among a people so capable of attaining a proficiency in them, and 
of converting their acquiremenb ~ .usef~l purposes. From the in
troduction of such a measure; might be dated a total change in the 

~o~~l .?~~racte~ ~~9. .. g_e~~~al ~.~~t~. ; q(' th~- B.l1!~~if.P.~; . i.Q~t.tu~ 
woul~ be imparted to. all ~\asses,~~~u~~~i~n would be enkindled 
among them,-and useful knowledge, descending from parent to. 
~hild,: would soon. be univ.enally .. ditfused. · This would be the inie 
fuundation of the prosperity of the country ; • for ao· territory perhaps 
iu the world is so rich in.natuml products, and at the same time IQ 

aeglected for want of an enlightened and induatrioU'I populatiOD~ · .. · . 
.. . 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Brief Notictl·on tile Capitama• of ]jaJ.ia, PerMmhco, Setwa. Mar,._ 
. ·bam, Para, and Goyaz. . 

. •• , 1, ' • •• • • • 

THE capitania' o'f''&hia, to th~ nortbwai-d 'of Minas Geraes~ 
CQlJl~ next; un~er. co~deration, respecting .~hicb, as I'did.not 

visit it, I have ~~tf. t0 present some observations ~m the best in~ 
formation I . ~ld procure.· : It ex~nds a conaiderable dist~nce alona 
the coast, being bou~ded on the north b.Y the great river St. Fran
cisco, which runs into the sea in lat. 11° south, and seP.rated fro~ 
the district of Dh~ (formerl.Y a capitania) by the river Das <;onta8 
in lat. 14° south. It receives its name from the capacious ba.Y on 
which its capital is built, and which affords _excellent ~nchorage for 
ships of any burthen. St. Salvador, the capital, also called Cidade 
de Bahia, was originally the seat of the supreme government of 
Brazil : it consists of two parts, one built on low ground near the 
shore, where the commerce is carried on, and the other on a 
high hill, which being considered the most healthy, is the re. 
sidence of all the people of consequence. Its population is said 
to be nearly equal to that of Rio de Janeiro, and is stated at not 
Jess than sevent1 thousand souls. 'fhe houses are built with lat.
ticed windows and ·balconies, similar to those in Rio de J aneirQ~ 
The churches are the public buildings most worthy of notice : they 
are said to be richly ornamented within. The government of the 
city is vested in a viceroy, or governor, "·ho is nominated b.Y th~ 
oourt for three years. Here all Jaw proceedings, civil and criminal, 
rome before the respective magistrates, whose sentence is in general 
final~ though appeals in certain cases may be made to the court at 
Rio de Janeiro. 
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.: Tile tdwn ·· is .1toiBrably•cJetended,•aiso the bay.,: as weH as circum. 
'ataDces.wiU permit. .,,Qn th&.ahore 'is.a.royal.arseDal, and numerous 
hoaaes for· store.s; &c. · T~e cdstuiD-~houee: and: wharfs are conveniently 
situated. Ships of war have been· peik, here, also many very large 
and fine Yessels for :the merehant service. For these purposes a large 
81ipply.of6ne tit:noer .was (and,- I: presume, continues to ·be) readily 
obtained &om the int.erior ·from ·the number of fine rivers which ftow 
into the bay . . The wood· .h&lds iron better and is superior to our - . .. .· . .. 
oak• · · t. 

:. 'The manners. an.d customs. of the people differ little from th~e of 
the inhabitants of the capit&l ; . but .it is said that in the best societies 
here; ~~re gaiety and refinement prevail, .~nd the higbe~' classes are 

. • L 

mOre.sociable, thao·in,Rio de Jaileiro. · A taste for music is general j 
there :are few··houaea without the· guitar, aad.·an: the more respec~ 
able ·families .. have pi~fOrteS. ·. . The ladies dress . :in the. English 
~~yle, and ornament: themselves with gold chain& : they wear verY. 
few diamonds ; their fav:ourite: gem is -the chrysolite. For. de8habille 
pt home they wear . a kind of. .loose dress, over w.bich. they throw a 
,en on the egtrance of strangers. . 'rhey ~ :Considered as far. less in .. 
duatrioul than the J~males Qf the southern districts. . The domestic 
dres8 of the ~men ooaiiats of ~ jacket and loose · trow5en, made of 
tisht. printed · cotton • 

. Religious . prOcessions take · place here, as :in Rio de Janeiro, on 
great festivals and rejoicing days ; · and these festiv.e .. occasions . are 
distiDtpJished by various amusements,: which· coatinue from morning 
to night. . At. these ti~es the Brazilians .have a custom of. covering 
the walls and balconies of their houses with beautiful silks made and 
ornamented for the purpose. 
. One of the. most memoJl'ble ~ons of rejoicing .. of late yea:rs was 
when the Prince touched ~t this city on his voyage to Rio de Ja. 
neiro, and .. remained several days. The inhabitants testified their 
lOyalty and attachment to biQl by.every.public·demonstration ofjoy, 
~nd by~ dispJay of all the grandeur and magnific~ce wbich they 

00 
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had tDea&JifO Rll'llifh. : A.s 8i .DaQ~8cditLp~~;of. their rat~nt 
and regard,. they 1 uoanitfllM;IBI.)! ;Votfn .0. subscribe a:ID1D ~qU&l~to Mlf 
a million· sterling to:buililso palac&for the ro.yiil &mil}'; i£,th£t &iDa 
W.OUld"COD~BCeDd tO f6lide among tftem.. ; '· · ' : ) •. : • (~ •: J I d:' I ( '. 

. The dim~te ,is .. always! waTm, .l;mt ia 1 refreshed ·1by t'b&sea•~; 
an'd is !in· some,degree tftQlP8r•h~y' tbe .lqog!abseubei .of:tbe.au~,.:lhe 
nights being of almosf·uniform ·length ·throughout: thei year1 ! :~ 
hotter' than J;tie de Janeii)Ci)~ Bahia is catsidend·aiich .ll)oie~bealth• 
ful, having a more airy situation, and being better supplied witb 
water.. 'irlle, practice iof i .. taing.i& '¥e:tyr:se~:aau•rmoa of.lthe. 
houses have cori velilience& .for. thiS pnr_pa:~e. . J • • • • • . • • • • · i ' .. ~ :: ~:.' 

~hia. is plentifully supplied· wilh .pi'ONisioos; .. ·~·.and· · pork are 
iri. abw;t~anee ;. the former. is.·demdtdly b&Al, •. tha .latter· toleraWe. 
Pish;ue in·greatiplent.r and·vaiiQtyi.!antLbin' a· principal artide)in 
the ~iet o£.the.inhatiitan.tiJ.; ~kl fiu,witasali.p;.iattlae:-geoeritl _,.. 
pet of•almoet all :ranlul l Ieven -the. ricli dosift: OQtbing: moi'.effo,.~ 

repast. iii. faliiily. . iN ~hera of .... il: Bbopkeepen,: who\aeJl :wiDe~ 
eheese;:groeeri~ &c~,- buy· .fish aad·fr).Jt~ .. aiul·aftawar.ds rebliliit in 
sniaU quantities.. Poultcy is .ia tplenty" ·but! nOll cl.ap:; J uketa~ 
and pulSe af every:descriptioa, are. in :•el'J great· profusionl t The·mar+ 
kets· are well supplied with.all the tropical fruits, ma0;y .of wbich:am 
said to be in great perfection, particularly the piae,- the imamgq,.tud 
the b&nani.; :the latter is esteemed, ~e .best in Ameriaa. ; Pmleited 
fruitsJare in· great:abundanee~ .owing to. tllu,aheapuess of sugar; gre. 
varieties of them 8.re sold in the :streets,· aad · t1fo. or three •preeerved 
llnies .in .a. cup of. syrup may be bought for & ·peony. . EVen the lower 
orderi conelude .the:meanest dinner·with:this delicious delicacy •. , 1 

The inns, and houses for the accommodation; of strangers, am.aa 
bad,. if n~t ·worae, pere ·t~an in .any: other .part of Bnisil; The ()Wners 

aT~ indifferent to· the comfort o£ theiT guests~ and, indeed, hare:ne 
motive io:be othenri9e; . {OJ. the :ro~ugueze pay ·very· poorly f<>t· bare 
~oossaries, ·and :generally~.go. :oo ~tlui :place, •here·. they: ean 9~iii 
tbelb.t~ cheapest•· · . , • .. :·· : :: : · · · . : , · : .. , 
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... Tlie so11 ~.f.rtbia·~pitamacis.pe~,naotl ·is esteemed the best in 
~ f~ ~ Utei gtqltthi ei th~~~sug&I'1C&n'4 · ·Thia adv.antage, and the 
eooveni.tlllfaJ>ariaiPg;fGa:~(~~rouS: Ji.Vlt's. t~tJiow :~m· the'itr 
teri«iiPWi th;be;"hllte-~Peea dlelettaHis~ment of·many.sugat 
plantJltieM•~~IJodoubMdlyit~.ftneat in,tbercOun~ry•· wbiqh have ·pi'Oi 
66~1 iWIJietlse ~tJaJUiitiet.JOf.lh"-t -.ticlc' ~ Thd soil tn~t adapted .tb . . 
U1e ,plan~,,.a.Mld:~qitb•~big~ estimation. is: a bladt greasy :loam, 
app~treotJ1 a daJM*itioQ from ~e~ .tivt~'n~; contaMUng a large quantitY. 
m·1legea-blt4~Uero~: ,.: .. : · ...... . , .. . ;: ·:· . . · ' · ·· · . i 

: . :3ll~,ft¥Miio of·1ldltivatiag itbe cuae::baa elread)'l hem detailed.· .. If 
plantmMIJi ..new .. soil,. it:it:fi,·for ~ng inifowwteen~ month;s, but· in .oJd 
g,pCMt~ ·:Ndl it ;rtlq\1i~~W8b~· or· bwenty :m&iltbB. ·.When .ripe. 
the ~~!Mq ~ul4 and ~ by,tfthiag ofti the .top leaves; &e., ·w'hich 
~ ••~~ pNt'ender:f-. aattle; they ar.e thm brought 1b the 
mill~ lf~ js~ ~Omf*dci ti tlweenwoo.len; or-. iron. cyli~,: movirag 
on their axes in a perpendicular position, and between them the 
~1)~.~~ ~t!dly:.pMaetl· .ontU .U..~ho jut~~ is n~d,. ·'Hid. they 
are .nW,~~d1~ a . $aef · i>f-dr1.fi~. ' .. , :. : , ,, r .. : · 
•. . TJ::te.·J.iquor :i .. ttP1Mi'letW tbro~gb 'f)OUt$ to ·a large bbilei• or ciari• 
6«,. .wbo.m • . ~ JCIMaJltA.ty ~ : ·alkalin~ matter, · caDed. tenliper, ia 
~de~ .toilt~•:·. ~rlfatd&·it istcQnducted·~ the~ largest o~.a range 
f)(: bWeM, r,oosift4og of three; or· ~metimes -four, due leas: than an• 
otb~r •. The ~JJ-:gest.·eddof¥1 :coolaiws' more=tban one hundred gallons. 
H•"' ~be .yrup. bQila:·fRr a ~~n .time,.a'Qd ·.is ·eoptiJiually skimmed.; 
it is th~n Ja.dedi to tbe.:llext. ;whe~ ,it( continues to boiJ. until m~re of 
~e ~qq~ps. :ft~id ·is .ev•pora~ J .after which, it is Jaded into t~ third 
boiler, and. :is . ~\lere .~times· sufficiently boiled without relnovibg it 
into the fourth. 1.'he~ judge of ita ~onsistency by the toueh·; ·a little 

• A lwviwn of strong ashes is made. and a q...Uty of lime . is put ioto tbc alltalinc 
liquor: or sometimes the ashes are mixed with a larger proportion of lime, · and the :clear 
liquor rwming &oil\ the miuwe ia added to tbe &uid .in varioua quaotitiet, at the diadretio~ 
of the negro who mauages the process, without ooe ray of knowledge relati'R to ita uatarc~ 
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.of t'he syrup· is takEm betifeen.tbe·thumb and •finger; and itit·fonns 
threads, and break.- on,beingrdrawn about an inch~ it ia·&u~·to 
be'boiled suffieiently ·•.···lt.ii;tben gently Jaded itito•earthen pot!Jof·dse 
form of a sugar.}oaf;' -a:bo\lt .two· feet deep and ten inehes in -diaroe-: 
ter · at the open ·end; : where~ 'on cooling, · it beComes oollCJ'ete. Ia 
the lower end of :each pot is a . small · hole, . which at.rfil'8t; i& neul~ 
closed ; but after the sugar begill8 to cool, it .is unstop:ped,• imd .• 
piece · of · cane is poi in to ·admit ihe· mol~· to .drain. .: Soon. after 
the moulds are fi11ed, they are removed into an airy• room, :where 
they are placed sO tlia:t the molasses drain '.into a 'large cistem; froni 
whenee · they. are conveyetl; in~o : :the fermenting- vats~ ·-w.hich· are:~ 
ceptacles 1for all the ·refuse .of: every. descriptlQD · -in the'Stiga'll\oh()tJie. 
In· the process of fermentation much ·depends on the quality · of the 
wood· of-· which: the vats. ~re made; . some of. them bring· the liquor 
into a proper: state .for . distillatietl' two OF three ·days Sooner tbau 
-other&. ·: · ·. · , '.. ;:. · · ·.· . · . n ~: ~ . . • · · 

'.' The·greatest ·part ·t)f·the lmgant mud'e:bere·are 'clayed,: by: a 'f'ery 
simple operation, which consists- . merely• ·in-·eovering tbe 'Sugar wftJi 
very moist'day, .·the water'from whieh percolates the :mass,'and car
ries·, w;th 'it ·t'he) retnainihg· :moJds6S! .When: the earthy llif1tt~r·b6-
comes dry, 'more. is 'applied untiJ.'the :sugar ja :perfectlj ·freed, and 
nearly·wbite~ · After remaitiihg itt the drying-house 1ioout siX· "Weeb, 
the ·moulds· ·are placed· with the·Jarge en:d downwards, and the sugar
loaves· leave them ; they are· thea\ heatel\ ·down to powder in large 
strong cases, constructed of four entire 'planks, and the-two ends, ge
nerally about eight 'feet-long, and about t·wenty-six Inches squaret, 
.holding from ·fifteen to sixteen hundred-weight. · The cases,. when 
filted; -are nailed ·down; atld are ready for shipping. 

• In akimmiag, lading, .and managing the syrup during the operation, the negroes dispby 
pat deaterity. . · · · · 

. t Large trees are cut into plank• of these dimensionl for making the cases, which are pre-
lmed to hogsheadt... . · · ·. · · · · 
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,. Tbe .principal pointB to be attend«l to. iQ making.augar are, . first~ 
that the. canes be all ·ripe, and well deaoed from .m.sh an_d· leavea-; 
next, that they be immediately crushed, · and ·not suffered to lie in 
heaps to heat; and thirdly, that' the rollers,.and all the passages for· 
the liquor,- be well cleansed by washing as· often as nece8sary. Re .. 
-spectiug. the. temper., various opinions prevail ; every negro has his 
peculiar mode of mixing and applying it. Canes that gyo\.Y on sotne 
lands reqaire more. temper than those that grow on others, and il wet' 
or a: dry 8easo~ will make considerable diiference in the juice; but 
these facts are here entirely unknown, or very little attended to. 
· The middle parts of the sugar loave~. being ~ner du~n"_the tops and 
bottoms, are .by some houses kept separate, and sold at a better 
price. In almost every .family they refine Muscovado . sugar, . when 
they wish to have some peculiarly white. The ·process. is. ve~y simple, 
and is practised daily in the coffee-houses • 
. ·More sugar is shipped froui Bahia· t~an from all the other .ports 

ofBrazil united, and .in general it is· superior in quality; t.ha~ from 
·certain plantations is decidedly so. It is not, however, esteemed ~f 
.so strong a . bQdy as .our beat from the West Indies. 

The tobacco of thi$ capitania i~ peculiar to it ; and, by an exclu .. 
sive privilege, no other. part of Brazil was allowed to cultivate the 
same sort. It bas given rise t9 much co111merce, and hai enriched 
~any families. It was the m981 esteemed 8ort, not only in Porto· 
gal, but in Spain, and aU her colonies, where· it has been sold at great 
prices. Great quantities of it .were consumed. in Barbary ; and on 
many parts of the. coast of Guinea the demand for it was such that 
it was almost impouible to carry. oq trade for goJd, ivory, gums~ and 
oil without it. The mode of growing and manufacturing it is as 
follows :- Fint a good piece of ground is prepared, the finer 
dressed the beUer; the seed is sown broad-cast, and when the 
plants are about six · weeks or two months grown, ·they are trans
planted into ground prepa~d as before. In eight or ten months· they 
arrive at their .fpll growth, and when· ripe the leaves. are "taken from 
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the stem, which frequently: grows ifrom:four to seven: feet higb. 'They 
are laid upan the ground, or, in prefetenc~; upon any aupport which 
will pre$erve them from absO.rbing moisture, aod admit a: free :~ir.culato 
tion of! air .. undetneath .. :. When ·they: :~ome in a: slight . degree 
withered•:·they.are.twisted.witha. str01_1g:winc~ ·~the .end: of· ~lied" 
unlti.ng with the otber, ::and [tlle,bllist·is.criiled into a. roll weighing 
from. thirty to forty ·pounds •. : By. ~i~ operation ·the juice\ of the :leaf 
ie expressed, which,is. vi~id, :and. when bxidated become& ~·a black 
colour, Uk~ ·molasses. . The tobaeco, after this lait operation,·. is fit 
for cnmtner.ce.• · i . . . · · . . 

It is an object highly worthy the at~ntion of the Portugueze .go
ver~Dient,! . to introduce other modes. of curing tobacco.· There can 
be no doubt that> the soil and cli~ate are ·congenial to it, and~ were 
it proper'y. prepared, .it·,W.ould pro~bly equal aoy. m.Virginia, and 
become as great an article of mmmerce among tlie· nortbftu nations. 
Should such a measure be puniued, how. many cargries of . this· c6m
modity alone would arriv.e in •our ports, and from thenee ' be diitri• 
buted to the different markets of Europe! 

Cotton has oflate been 8fOWn here in considerable quantities, and 
haS been. serit to England at: nearly tbe-'Same price with that ·grown 
in Penua.bueo, and if:S·plantationl a1'8.daily increasing. 

Coffee is grown ln great quanti~ but. is not eateemed. so· fine ·ae 
that from ·~io de Janeiro~ . :Rice is produced in tolerable ·quantity, 
and its quality is superior :. but the husk is so difficUlt to separate 
from the. grain, that a great part .is brilieed in the operation, .and is 
thus rendered of little value. . The only DJietbod· of cleansing; it. that 
has hitherto been, practised, is by wooden. pestlea worked in wooden 
mortaliS, either by ·band or machiDerJ. 

The .. bea\ltiful. ~ye-wood, called. Brazil.wood, is.shipped from· this 
port .and PernaQlbucot of a quality much superior to . that of Rio de 
Janeiro. ~his is one of . the articles prohibited from general com
merce, being the property.of. the royal household. Fustic in smaH 
quantities is brought froin the. interior. 
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. ''11le indigo made here is so far inferior~ tO that :imporied:from lndili 
a8 scarcei:Y to be worth mentioning. · It· neither repays:_ tbe .planter 
for his -tT0\1ble in growing and manu~turing it, nOf'l the mercMot 
wlio sells it:· , There is a ·general opiniQn among alt who: make~' 
that s'ome ·part oithe process· is ·very :prejudicial- -to the health of the 
negroes. who. frequently become ~ick, and. often die· \Vhile eniplo.yed 
in it. This effect cannot be :produCed by the· labour, which ii. ,.,ry 
light and trivial, therefQre. it. is more probably owing to the ga8 which . 
escapes from the leaves irl ~rmentation.' , . . . ·. ; 
. The .above are· the principal .artiCles of commerce f.Jl'Oduced . in· ·the 
district. • Bahia oos a 'considerable' trad~ with St. Catherine~s-, •nd 
otbet· pottts on the coast, from whence are e:rported various' articles 
that -may·suit the blarket, 'Which is continually fiuctuating; .. A great 
number df fine brigs and !Small vessels are employed in. this 'tJade.: .· 

Produce to a eon&iderable·amouat wa8 exprirted toihe River Plata, 
from wbenbe a- great. quantity: of ·bides and ;tallow w~ returneti·; 
but the trade 'bas never been so favourable a8 it appeared, oQ aceount 
of the great diftieulty' atten<ling ·ilie pay-merits.:· 'lt·· is -cbrisidared 
th~i the .Speniardfl · in· the · River Plata: are muth indebted to · the 
Po'tt.uguezt'. ' . . . . ! .. . ·.: I . r. . . • ! " .• ' ! ,.. 

The imports to Bahia from Europe consist in general of the same 
articles with tho~ -s~oififfd·in. ·the dea~ription - of Rio de Janeiro,· · 
· Respecting the~minemJ.Og, ·of tbiscapitania, I can &a:f·but.little. It 
j~ well known ·to · have produced· the :largest piece of native copper 
that· has ever 'appeart!dt being in weight upwards of t~lbs. .. The 
piece·was discovered· several years ·ago· by.soine persons who were 
preparing to_ wash ~or ~ld, bu~ co~tra~.Y to tbe general laws- of_'na~ 
tnre, it was found perfectly insulated·,. and no41 a ·ve9tige. DOl'· the 
slightest appearance of: a vein of. that ·metal was to. be :traced~ ! . · ·. 

·. · To· the not+th. tif : Bahia· are the capitanias .of. Pernambuco, Seara,. 
arid Maran ham, the· interior of which is very litde kQown, ·though· 
some parts· of the coast are tolerably populous. · Pemarnbuco, thouglr 
situated nearly in the latitude of eight degrees,.is·eonsi<lered healthy~ 
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The town is built,on a~paing ground, much exposed, aocl COD-~tly 
refreshed by the sea-breeze. It: has many excellent edifices •. and .. 
supposed to contain mo're opulent 'merchants, in proportion w: .~ 
population, than a~y ~ther place in Brazil. It produces .nil,la, 
~coa, and a considerabl~ quantity .of sugar ; but. the· chief art~c~ o( 
its trade is cotton, which for many years had the reputation of. ~ng 
superior to any other, but of late it has much deteriorat~dp from .neg'\ 
lect, either in the grow~b, ·or. in the gathering the pods a.nd cleaning 
it from the seeds, or p~bably from general inattention to. the .w~le 
management of it. · In. delicacy of colour and staple, il bas been 
aurpassed by .the cotton_ call~d South Sea Island Georgia, of wb~ 
great importations ·ha~e been m~e .to ~his country, and. for which 
great pric~ bave_.~en give.O~ ~e.ootton, when ready for pa~kio~ 
is pressed into raw hide~ so .. hard as to form very .heavy ~kagest 
The operation is superintended by an offi.eer authorized by Govern ... 
ment, who puts a stamp upon it .descri~ing its quality, which. enables 
the shipper. to pass it through the custom-house, where it pays a 
emall duty on exportatio~ •. This port has loaded many ships a~ 
nually, and continues to export a considerable quantity, though, a$ 
reduced prices,. owing to the present distracted state of Europeatl 
commerce. , 

The district of Seara is but little known, and enjoys very triffina 
t~de. Maraoham, though: a very small district, has of ·)ate raisecJ. 
itself considerably int? notice by its excellent productions, wbicl! 
•re the 1ame a11 thQse .()f Pernambuco. Cotton is the staple articl~, 
with some supr and rice, several cargoes of which are ~t-nn"ally ~ 
pc>rted. . . . 
_ The. dye..;wood of .these districts is considered excellent, atnd ia. 

sometimes shipped from this ·coast. The tree which produ~ the 
;p1natto is very common, and the seeds. from which ~t iti w~~d.are 
of _the best quality, a~d might be obtained in great abNnd,oce, 
C~oa may ·be grown in any qqantity ; ~~cum, pimenw, _giqF.ra 
&.::. are ''ery plent.ifut. . . . : 
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' .· The m'arkets are, •. sb:>red with fish and 'mea~· the l~iter very in
aifFerent in its kitid. · Poultry, vegetables, and fruits are hi greai 
·abundance. · . · · · · . ~ . · 
' : St. Louis, the capital, . is built ·upon an island, and. is esteemed 
.healthy~ though so near the equator. · Several rivers ·run info the 
bay, which afford an eligible conveyance for the produce of ··the 
~icinity. · Tbe island is ·said to contain 10,000 inhabitants, and th6; 
populai.ibn in the rive~ is. b1 no means· inconsiderable. · · 
· ·The capitB.nia Of Para is toniidered.:.the largest in Brazil; its ex
tent is imperfectly known. · The principal town 'is caUed Belem, where 
·the governor resides, ·and, its. government being superior, jt may be 
aaid to preside over several :of the' neighbouring districts. The land 
ii low and unliealtl:ty ·; 'the great nver, or port, is much interrupted· 
by shoats-and ·currents: It is a dangerous coast, and exposed to a 
continual swell, .so as to ·render it hazardous for ships to anchor upon 
it, as they roll sO much that they hot only enda~gel" their masts, but 
are subject to strain. · · · · · · · 
. ~e tOwn of Para is situated· on the river Tocantins, the naviga:. 
tion of which is diticult, and is· seldom · attempted, except by small 
~raft: :the Confiance sloop of war with great care sailed up it, and 
anchored near the town, several days previous to the expedition 
against Cayenne. The town may contain ten thousand inhabitants, 
"f!ho are in general very poor, probably from want of commerce; for 
although the great rivers Tocantins and Amazons have their source, 
the latter in Peru, and the former itt the capitania of Goiaz; _..;though 
tlley receive almost millions of inferior streams in their course through 
imme.nse tracts of territory, yet they are not productive of any com'": 
merce of consequence. The few exports from Para consist ·or a little 
rice and cocoa, a few drugs, · &c. to Maranham, from whence they 
are embarked for Europe. . A few small brigs were sent hither from· 
Barbadoes, after the taking or Cayenne: but the trade must he a· 
bad· one, as the inhabitants are in :general too poor to purchase: 
English. manufactu~s, except those of necessity ;· nm:- could the pro
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d~c~ 9f Patra be an o~tt ofinteteat, :as.a cargo is at·all.tiaea:'\l~ry 
precafiOU!f, a.qd di1lcult .to 'be o~t.ainet:l. · ' ·. l -: ! -: ·:: 1 . •· •. i !> 

The climate is hot, as may well be supposed, from its Jyiog so near 
tlw equinoctial. Thu.nder,. with lightning and ·11'in, occur ·geneml1y 
~l!ery ~ternoon, which cool the ai~ very much, aod, render t~·heat 
les!i disagreeab~e. : .._..: : . . . ..... , : 

On convei,'Siog wita cr~ditable men who.had lived wany Jre&rs at 
Para, Maranh~m; and· upQo the·coas.t, I. Iiev~ h.eanrthelll' rei~ ta, 
strange accOunts of ~he! lndiaGs· 'which .Estalta has're)a~. As a 
Spaniard, he seems· to be arnusing·t~· public w.iih the actions of his 
own countrymen· iD ~hili; and to ·aim,. in :Comma a wita all the. writets 
of his nation, to.· prejudice. tb~ world' against- the. Portug\leze. · · : · 

. The. ~tania of GoY,az is boun~ chiefly J?y 'Minas Gera.es ·on 
the·east, Me.tto GrOftSO ·on ·the west, and Para on the·nonh. I~ 
greatest extent in.length is.from·lat.-6~ .8outh· to: il0 •• .. villa: :Boat its 
principal town,, is s~uated ih ]at. 16° south• abou& eighty ~agues tO 
the west of Paracatu, from whence there is a good road. Here is .a 
pe~utat;ioJl-hou~Je, wbere.all the gold. fowi.d in the. capitania is:per
mJJted. The gov~nor ·is eJ~cted for three .years; after: wliich he is 
general(¥, appQinted to Ba)lia. or Minas (!eni.es. In. the capitaoia 
ar.e · m~y .golO..mines, some .o~ 'which . produce · gold ·of a very 'fine 
q.uality. Diamonds· hav.e been found: in. some parts, which: are 'djf., 
fer.eDt.in their-appearance fl'Oft:\ those. found io Cer.ro do Frio; bavi.Dg 
PlQre brilliancy. OD· their exterior; . bu.t they are. in general not . ofso 
P~J.re · a water,. though of a: very desirable size. · As this fine district is 
so. distant. from the coast, it has very' little commerce in any · of ·itS 
pr.odue.tions, eJicept ~~e valuable· substances above-mentioned, and 
eattJe,: which. are bred on the frontiers·; also some c~tton, and occa ... 
sionally.a . .few .pecuJiar articles, which are. sent to. Rio de Janeiro. 
The· mules. on·the,return-jolltney ·are all. load~d· with salt, iron, cheap 
cotton-prints, woollens (particularly baizes), hats; fire-arms, powder 
and. shot, and a v:ariety . of .artificers' tools. When any of the inha
bitants 'ha~e. any thing peculiarly preci<>tJs to dispose of, they ~~ 

'. : 

· Digitized byGoogle 



( t9'1 ) 

rally take it to Rio de Janeiro, and lay out the proceeds chiefly in 
the purchase of negroes, (they being at all times the first object,) 
iron, salt, and other commodities. 

The population is very small in comparison to the extent of the 
district, but is likely to be increased by new settlers ; .a1though the in
digent in Vil1a Rica, Tejuc~, .and other places in the mining country, 
are little inclined to remove out of 'society, even for the chance of 
riches : ~q fa,c~, haviQg. no n~ fit to, work, and being totally des
titute of exertion themselves, all situations are to them indifferent. 
~are. &y ild mea~ tbe cda8s. ~ .,oople who can be styled aaveri
ture~ The pOorer claes of inhabitants who have obtained a .sin all por
tion of geld, sometimeJ make a.jour.o~y. to ·Pat:aeatu or ·Villa RiCa to 
pdrchaie wh~t:negroes they. waDt, This oapitania hM been very 1ittl6 

. explored, &ad soatcely· any thing is ·knbwn ef its. productions beyond 
what is aboye stated, .nor are any othets IIOught. efter, though·it can
not ·be d~ti~d. tbat there· are maay s~bstances in aU departaierats ·of 
.uatutal hist.omy: whiCh might form ,the liaai~ of. =a considerable com
merce ;.:indeed, it is .~ot unreasonable to ptesume that the .soil ron
tams the si.oie variety. of metals as the district of Mihas. Geraeaz 
Many pei'SODB froin theace- w.ith. whom I .have· conversed, ·speak of 
it .lfith deligbt.as being a ine counti'y, having; numero~ rivera Well · 
tttored·with ·fish,· woods abounding with :fine birds! :whieb aft'ord ex• 
~lent divelfioli to :the ;sportsman·;: also a. great vari~ty oi animals • . 
. ~lJ'Lis: capitania ci~munieatea with ·· Matto . G!Osso,. St. Paul's, ·and 
Parat by ri•et'8 wbicb are navigal:lle, though' frequently interrupted 
by falls. · · 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

·.• · ' Gel)grapA~l Detcription of the Capittmia of Jlatto Grouo • 
. .. . ' ' ... :i . 

RESPECTING t~is ex~nsive poft:ion of' Brazil, I had an oppor-· 
tunity of gaining considerable information, being intimately ac

quainted with the commanding officer of the military force stationed 
there, Colonel Martinez, · an engineer of extraordinary· merit, who 
had made four journeys to Matto Grosso, and had ie&ided there 
some years. He was kind enough to give me a deecription of hia 
iout.e from· St; Paul's to the capital af· that provinee, and promiaed 
me a · chart of the navigable riven and rriads from thence to Para; 
which had been formed by officers of his party, together with doeu-· 
ments· in ilhistratiori of it. But he being hastily called away on a 
particular 8ervice, was prevented frOm execating his promiae, and I 
cauld only profit by the verbal description which he repeatedly ·gave 
me. . Tliili description, as . proCeeding from a person of iuch un
doubted veracity, it was my intention to give to the' public; bUt,· 
aft:er m·y return to England, I was agreeably surprised to find a ·Ms., 
nea.-,y corresponding with it, in· the hands of that em~nt geogra~·. 
pher, Mr. Arrowsmith, who has liberally permitted me to make ~ · 
of it. To his excellent map, compiled according to the latest MS. 
charts communicated from Brazil, I beg leave to refer the reader for· 
an accurate delineation of the particular localities here detailed. 

This extensive capitania is separated &om the neighbouring terri;.: 
tory belonging to Spain . by the intervening channels of the rivers 
Paraguay, Madeira, Mamore, and Guapor~, which form a broad and 
natural trench around · it of five hundred leagues in circuit, by means· .. ... 
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6f which, and by upwards of thirty rivers that: empty· themaelves into: 
it, a communication is opened. through many and distant points with· 
the interior of Brazil. This capitania, from its geographical position, 
has ever been considered as the grand outwork of Brasil, not· only 
because it covers the interior divisions of this vast portion of the new 
continent, which is the cradle of its greatest riven, branching in ~ 
numerable channels, and enriched with great and untouched trea· 
iures;. but also becaqse, by this extensive chandel, the . Portuatle81 
are enabled to penetrate to the establishments of Spain. in Peru. 

TAe Ri'Der Araguaya, or GrtJflde. 

The eastern boundary of the capitania of }4atto 010880,. ae.,.., 
Jating it. from ·that of Goiaz, is the river Grande, two hu~d~ 
leagues from Villa Bella. This river, known .in the state of Para br, 
the name .of Araguaya only~ which is conferred on it by the uu~e
r.ous nation• il)habiting its ·banks, bas its remotest source in lat. 19°• 
~nd running north and 99utb, intersected at various points by thq 
meridian of 5i0 SO', 6ows in lat. 6° into the Tocantioes, wh~rein it 
loses its name ; and both, thus united in one ample stream, continue 
their course for three hundred and ieventy Jeagu~ and fall into the 
southern estuary of the mighty river Amazons in bit. 1° 40' betweeq 
the two celebrated . bays· of Marapata and Limseiro, opposite to the 
gi'eat island of Joannes, or Murajo, and twenty leagues west of the 
city of Parll.. -The river Das Mortes, which rises far to the west of 
the Rio Grande, and .forms its highest western btancb, running for a. 
considerable space .to the east, and afterwards north, with an entire 
course of one .hundred and fifty leagues, till it enters the Araguaya 
iu lat. 12°, is entirely within the capitania of Matto Grosso: 

The river Araguaya is peopled · by many tribes of warlike sa~ 
vages; it abounds in all the productions peculiar. to the state of 
Pa~ and affords an uninterrupted navigation froin the city . of 
~hat name, and by the river, with the centre of Brazil. an,d . the C&-l 

pitania of ~atto GroBSO • . The same j~ prac~bl~-: b.Y. ~tie. .riv~r n._. 
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Moitee, and other westem· bniacbft wbicb .enter the lUo Grande 
below. Theae branches, no dou~ coo\ain uoeaplored aiaes; for 
•here it no· pbyaicalreaaon wh1 gold abould' be found in the rivet$ 
tbat enter . the Araguaya on the eaetetft :tide. (where, bealdes ViU._ 
Boa, are situated several villages belonging·to the eapitaoia o.f.Gaiaz1) 

aad not likewil6 in the branches on the opposite side. It is poeitive-
1.1 known that the river Das 'Mtntes is auriferous, and lienee it is fai• 
to ~lode that the nnaller stream• which B.ow into it ate ·mu<:h 
more·so, for.the ~~r tire source the greater ist~ quantity of gold 
found. The mines. of one of its wes~m branches were abandoned, 
not from the absedce or scarcity. of the precious metal, but because, 
~g remote :from ilie toad, and in the midst of a swamp peopled 
hy s&\*a~, the:~W settlers CoUld not get Convenielltl}' su·pplied wldJ 
arm!, ilh plenienu, and: atlfer artidee. 
- In· iome ot th~ :mines gold abOve' twenty-three carats b&s beett 
(ontld, btit the· greater part:i~ on+y. ol i 7' and of a green colour, being 
combined with a la:tge proportion of silvet. 

Tke ru.,~,. CJ,iap, 

the d8areat, and one of-the-.~ and moat copious, branches of.the 
Am~, which it enters on .. the lOuth side, aftet a coune .of three 
hundred leag.uet, iD lat. 1° ·4.~', and long. 58°. seventy leagues west 
of the citJ of Pe.m in .a direct line, but one. hundred of navigation, ~ 
<-.olifined in· a great part of its coune to the capitania of Matt.o G~. 
. Its remote sdUJ~es· supply, not only the lands in which rilit alflia 
the branches . .and riveJ'S. forming ~to tbe ·east and north the upper part 
of the. river Cuiaba, but . also-th~t-Jarge~space north of the river Das 
Mortes, intmseeted by the great road· from Goia.z, ·extending as· fat 
as· the river PoiTIIdcis. l'here js a ~itipn among .the guides of the 
Sutio&·• of Pili aiJd. t~~ Ind1aris rstablished on the banks of t.hfl ,, 

• Sutao. Thtt is a pia~ understood .to be unh.llabitable for Europeans, being·. the ~ 
.1dCJM:e ~f 'unci.W:&ed lndiani, and co.cred ·with alinott impenetrable woo&. · : 
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Qbingti;. :ahat,-~m mou'ntiog Wte finit ~.falla;·G€ thiB.mer,,~la 
pd: waa found in. it, 00 uioh the J~uib, 'those ·great eiplgren., ~ 
tained a ·large quantity. It is proi;Jable. that tha .. now. ~nkoowJD 
Minas doe Martirios, famous as the : b.t .Qiseovery. blade lty .Ba~ 
Bueno, aad ef W·hicla I have. heard: repeatM· mention .in St. Paul~~ 
exist only on some· of the many branelres. that form. the. riwer £hiogt.t. 
i'ar this enterprising man, ~r having· disOCimtmd. ·those ~. ,.. 
tumiag to St. Panes in order to en~ ·Mgrc81 . .acl .prolride.impie, 
ments for extracting those.· abundant treasures, . . whi~. til\ .this daJ 
continue to elude the searches of others, retraeed .his amrse ~·~ iNd 
passing b.y the. tninei of Cuiaba., which. had been juet diacowaed aod 
wt-re foun~ wondel'fully. productive, he. was. there desertltd! by thq 
greatest part of his followers. Fearing that he should lose. the ·rete 
also, he turn€1d.eastwatd, and, . in his anxiety to a.void, tbe. miaes of 
Cuiaba, got still farthe~·from· tbos,e of Dos~.Martiries, ·~til he.leM 
himself in the immense wastes, wherein he wandered many months, 
and at length accidentally .. fQUnd the mines of Goiaz, which his 
father· had before. seen. Theae, I~· aD. tae.rest, pnw.ed .ll'telty pro. 
d.uctive at· tbe begiDDing.. . . · · 
: This rich and aew discovery soon diverted die a~ntion. of ady~ 
t'urers from tl8e prec~hg ; and .the mute :to tbe .Minas tl• MIYtiri.oaj 
together with their positi-ve situation, ba¥e long ~ lost in a vatu 
tradition of their e~ist.ence. · As the 'place \vas ~plead without: the 
assistance of a compass, or aay· .of.tbe meaas oecessary for definiag 
its ge9graphical position, ·there Could. DOt but preyaiJ m~h .doubft 
aml uncertainty resp.ecting.it. No\V there . iS no such discoverj oli 
th~ river Tocantins, which comprehends the wlaoJe. eapitaQia: oi 
Goiaz :. the first acoount pJ~es it , near a river, whim indeed i'llna 
into . the Amazons,.· like the Tocantins, but wbieh was. sought Mr. 
passing .nea~' th~ upper bltaocbes, and wes~ of the river Cuiaba,. a 
sit1aation in which the river Cbiagu alone is found ; other explorer& 
place. it on the Araguay, w-hich ·renders it useless to look t~eret 
iul' it. is more than: two .hundred· leagues .north-wes~ of the: place 
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.. ght;· This·ia iubetantiated by a faet of later d~te~ which' is: 'u 
-fellows·:~A grandson of . Ba~. ·Bueno, under. the direction of all 

&Dciebt joumal of this discovery, describing the route to it, descended 
by .the river Das Moites, · and entered some extensive plains on ita 
·lYeatern bank, on· which he traveDed westward for some day:s, when 
lw anived at a plain covered with white Mangaba trees, which were 
.designated in the jouma1. From this place they had a sight of_some 
.d~tached hip mountains between the_north and west, three of which 
••re of the figtire specified, and indicated the situation of the Minas 
.• 01 -Martirios. · An unexpected attack of the Indians, in which tbe 
~lriM"aad mariy;others of the adventurers were killed, dispersed the 
pa~ty •: and: frustrated· the object · at the momeht when it appeared to 
t.e already attained. ·· · · · . - . · · 
7 ; The· river atJGunds in Various ·products : COCoa .is. iii plebty ; . tberJ 
are some spices, and various'indigenous fruits. ·· .; · 

I • ' , ' ' , .. ' . ., .. .. . . 

;: . - - TAe IUver.·T•pojo¥ · .: ·· · . 
iii the third which derives its copious sources,·ftowing through nume.: 
rous large branches, from the capitania of Matta Grosso. It runs 
Mrth between the Madeira ··and the Cbingu for three· hundred 
ltagues, ·Sowing. into ·the Amamns in · lat.~ !4.~ 50", and long. 55•~ 
which is the geographical positiQn of the town· of Santarem, · situated1 

at iti mouth one hundred and' eighteen leagues from the city of' Para,; 
and one hundred and sixty-two by the shortest oavigation. · 11Je 
itver ·Tapajos _.rises ·in · tlie plains of the Parexis, ao · cal1ed ·r~om ·an. 
hdian nation which inhabits them. These plains occupy a vast 
space, opt level, but formed by undulating heaps of sand and light' 
earth~ resembling large· waves. The spectator who is in tbe ·~idst ~( 
them ever sees before ·him· a distant and extended- mount; ·h~ 'ad:. 
vances towards it by a gentle and long declivity, traverses· tbe 
·plain~ and. advances . by an ascent equally. gentle until be' gains Rn• 
petrceptibly the heighb he saw ; another eminence then presents: it~ 
.aelf~ •and he proceeds with the same Jeeurring circumstances.; The 
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toil.1if.'t~ wit\~ plajt¥ ·i~. lfU14Y. and so -lig~t ~}lat.. ~ed· ~·in 
r , :. I ' ' • • 

pauing.~ink ip.to.it eo .~ucla: as to .. ~~e their.,progre.s--. _The, . .,_. 
~~_is poor, c.ons~tiog of •:grass C<UDpoaed of: wiry atalksra f~t 
high, an<;\ smaU. rough ).ance~sbaped l~v~; the,apimals -ia grazing 
pluck them .up with the roots covered with saud; -o~ this·accouat 
the ~ge by. land is difticQit and tedious ; though, on finding ant 
.c,f the stre&Qls, which abound i~ tb~e plains,. there is graes and-other 
~ild herbage, which afford tolerabl~ pasturage. .The pla¥!e . of .Pa,;. 
~x~ form, to a large extent an.d .breadth, the summit:-of. t~ hip 
.mountains of the same n~me, and are tP.tuated on . some of ~e bloat 
t;levated land in. all Brazil ; fflr ~m tbem de$cend the two greateit 
riven of ~uth .Americ~,~the Paraguay, aa well in its own nume
rous beads, es i~ its great and higher branches, the J auru, the Sy~ 
t.uba_, and the Cuiaba,-and the Madeira, which is the largeat river 
.that flows into the Amazona on the south. · 
. · ·The, Tapajos~ flowing io a direction contrary to that of the above
.named river, rises on·~ mount •• ·, Its westermoat branch is the 
riyer Arinoa, which in twines it$ sourc~ with those- ()f the. CQiaba at a 
ehort distance from those o( the Paraguay. The. river Arinos has a 
lWe&tern branch, called Rio Negro, .fr9.m· which, to_,_th.e point ~ere -it 
~.navigable, there is • passage of eight leaguea over-lanc;l ~ the river. 
~qiaba, below ita upper and greatest falls; and, in li~ maqner, from. 
th~ Arinos i~lf the ~ to the eaJQe ·part. of tbe river CQiaba ill 
~~elve leagu~. 

The Arinoa is auriferous at its spril)gs, and in 17 47 the mines of. 
Santa Isabel were disec>vered in it, but iJnmediately abandoned, as· 
DQ~ aasweri~ the expectations created in those ~ortunate times by 
t,be great quantities of gold drawn from the _mines of Cuiaba and 
)J·atto.GJ'O$SO. _The J~ds. were iQfes~ by danproaalribes Qf war• 
l.ike Ind,ians. 
. The river Sumidouro ~pti~ itself on the south aide into the Arinoa, 
and its source being a short distance from that of the Sypotuba, a larp 
~tem bran<:h pf t~ Paraguay, there is an euy communica~~ ~m 
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ooe rim to the ot~~ flba &IDooa d'i8covt~r; Joao de Boasa· Eab~• . 
do,in 1746 madethif palJS&ge:::bedesbended:the riverCui~and:aail~ 
iog up the Sypotuba td its very sources, he there passed hie -canoes ·over• 
land into ·the :Sumidouro; which· he navigated, fullowin·g tbe current, 
notwithstanding that the river runs for some· distance . under-grou&d, 
~nd thence: derives its appellation~ After thliJ;. he passed into t~ 
Arinos, -and theric~ into the Tapajos. where M surm<nriu~ed the falls, 
though more ·diflicult than ·thoSe ef. ·the ·Madeira, ·and. discovered 
~any symptoril$: .of golti in the riv~- of Tres- .Bards, a:western·ann 
of theiTapajo$, a hundred leagues bei()W the springs of the ArillOfl. 
West <»!the Sutnidouro, atid iti the·'j,lains :of Parexis,- tht!- river Xacu· 
rutina has ·its origin•to. fhtfnorth: of the river Jauru: ·it:is famous·for 
·•·lake; situated in -one of its hranchee, where -every yeats is pro(lu~ 
a great quantity of salt, ·which i9 a cohsta~t cause ·of'war· arooog tht 
Indians. Some navigators make the X!aeututin" an -ami; of tlie :Ari._ 
-nos, and others of the Sumidonro~ ·Iii: tbt-~ plains ·of ·Pa~xls, ~tetlni
nating to the ·west in,the liigh ·nic:luntai\w so denotnibated, W'hidJ, ex~ 
:tending two hiindred-leagues'iil a nortb.north-weit- dire~tioo, frOnt the 
Guapore · at a -distance <if· fifteen ()r : iwenty · ·leagues~ springs . the 
river ·Juru~na', ·between tlie· b~ads of the~ &rare a-M «!he Gtiapotte, -. 
·teague· east of the' former an~rtwawest·.ofthe latter.· Tbis:river, the 
.Jatgest und west:ermost ·branch· of the· Tapajos, rises : ia Jat: ·14° 4i'~ 
twenty· leagues nofth-Dorth-east of Villa Bella, and, running· ·ndrtli 
one hundred and twenty leagues, flows into the Arinos; 'and! -..it'll'· it 
forms·th{fbed :oc:the qapaj08.:' ·. · ·· : · . . : , : .. · · 1~ · :'( 

·· : 'The Jutuena receives ·ott' both side~ many- stt)aU ·rivera,· tho&eo 'fwrti 
the west ·alfordihg many practieable coinmunications .by short · ·pa~ 
&ege$ Met-)and with·the Guapore and ;its confluent streams • .. 'The 
uppermosf of these, whicli Is nearest ·to'Villa · BeiUi, i& 1the Seturill; 
navigable even there, and almost to its source. This· ·is · i l~gti~ 
north 'of the principal. source. of the river Sarare, · wliitb, a -quarter·of a 
league from ·its·· liead, is tbree yards deep and five broad. , Thus· sail.o 
ing up thifJuruena into the Seeuriu, and making from: it& source the 
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ahot_t. Jand·p~ssage . of.a·leape~ to·.tlle· Sarare,- .the navigatot mayi 
lUCb Milia. Bella in 'les8. tba.o.eight.day99 .withont .any other ubetaole 
tbao·tbat of .the ~I formed b,:the--Sanue,' three leagues below ita 
awrce; where it · ptecipitatea. itself: fro~ ·the Parexis mountains on 
the western.·slope : , thia difficUlty· may .be. surmounted is detail, orbJ. 
at on~ p888ing tile four.leasues;.for the Samre·mm iu.fall beoomes 
immediately. ·navigable ·to.the ·capital Of Mat~. Grosso. A league 
.m-th· of the aource of the ,Sarare .. is , ~he ·first head· of the ri.ver Galemt 
the .3etond oon8ueot of tbe.Guapore .below Villa :Bella; and a:league 
,;..t; ~. ;'he ,aam.e head riaee .the· :Bma;· ~ wedem ·branch , of. the.&. 
owiu, affording equal.facili&y.·ofi eommuniaation.· ·The Galera ~ 
three other sdurces north; of the.fi~t.in. the·plaina .o£tae P.arexis,- .all 
ample atrealliaJ.the Jas.t udmest.noP.therlj; called: ~is distil• 
little·:moM .. ~·a league. &oui the source· of: the river Juina,· a. large 
westem lar.a!i~a !Ot the,Jumena. · ThliB,.hf. the!J uiaa. and .the Becarit~; 
with a crossing of five or six leagues, so as to pass the falls of tb~ 
Galera on the western scarp· of.' tbe·IDOunt*in, the Juruena may be 
('.()nn~ted ·with the Gupore.. . . 

·IA.tly, tbe Juruena may be navigated to ita. upper fall, · which it 
within two leagues · pf its own sou~. The fall is formed: by two 
tmail leapa11 the river being,- even .in. this . part, thirty 'yards · bmad aocl 
of gteat depth; . from· hence downwards it flows with sreat.rapidity, 
Jet .ita .falls are: not greater, and are more paaaable, than those of the 
Arinos.! . With the eame· circumsta.D¢68, and by . similar. abort l~nd-. 
pass~ a COJDmuhicati~n is practicable from 'the J ui'aena ·with. :tba 
rivera Guapore.and Jauru, which are. to the 68.$tward of it, although 
these two riven precipitate themselves froiD the south aide· ef the 
Pue:xis mouotains, wile~ they rise, and immediately form numeroua 
ud exteoshe. falls. 
- From the seograp~ical position :of. the Tapajos, it. is evident that · 
this river facilitates navigation and commerce from. the maritime city 
of Para to the mina of Matto Grosso and Cuiaba. by means . of ita 
large· branches. , the Joruena and .1\.rinos.; if the short passages .o~ert 
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land should be found. troublesome to drag caooea; the gocKla may tje 
forwarded immediately: on mules. This navigation to Matto 01'0880 
is at least two hundred leagues shorter than that performed tbrouglt 
the Madeira and Guapore; it is consequently less tedious and ei .. 
pensive11 and equally advantageous to the mines of. Cuiaba. Tbe na
vigation of the river Tapajos might lead also to new discoveries in 
the vast unexplored parts of thiS river, up to its entrance into the 
plains o£ the Parexis, and their prochacts might ~dd to those of the 
~-tensive regioos . on the Amazons. Beaides this, the riv.er is kao-.t:ti 
to. be auriferous ,for a great part. _of ita. COU1'&e : it is known also, ~ 
paisi~g from the Juruena into its western ann, die river:CarnarWet 
ancl the beads. of the riv~r J.amary or Das Caudeaa,. wbkh, runaing 
in broad streams down the eastern aide of the Rarexia moun~ 
enters the Madeira, there are m~ee .which.)lave,iospired great.bopos;' 
dlough but .lately. seen, aftel:o a fruitless aearch.of twenty. yeara~ . ~ . 

. The River. PariJPG!I . . . . . . . 
has its remote springs to the west of the beads of the :Ariaos- ia 
latitude lS0 t and, after a sou them course of six hundred leagues. 
enters. the ocean under . the appellation of : the· Rio de Ia Plata. 
The heads . of the .Paraguay are seventy . league! north-eaat from 
Villa Bella, and forty leagues north from Cuiaba, and divided
into. many branches, and already forming complete riven, which, q 

they run. south, successively unite, and form the channel of tbis im• 
m$1-e river, which is immediately navigable •. To the west, a abor-t d~ 
titnce from the main source of the Paraguay ,is that of the Sypotuba, 
which disembogues on its west bank in lat. tp• SO', after. a coune of 
six~y leagues. In the upper part of this river, and neac- ita weste.,. 
branch, called tile J urubauba, was formerly a gold~ne, which •• 
worked with considerable profit; but tbe superior advantages d~ 
rived from othen subsequently explored in Matto 01'0880 and Cuiaba. 
caused it to be abandoned, and its site ia not now known with ~,. 
tain~y .· Tbe Jittl.e river Cabar.al, also ~riferous, enters the ~~y 
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en: .th~· . .,.t·sid'e, 1three •~goes belo\v.:tbe:r:rlout.i tlf·:ttie·-8ypotubw~ 
On·the banks oftbe -latter lives a nation of Ihdians~ :ctilted .. Barbat 
los,!irom the dittinction.pecitliar to themselveS,: among alt. the Indian 
ations~ of having large beards. . . : . . . ' : . ~ 
~.=The Borinui A-raviras inhabit the babks -of the :cabaral :""tJiey ·ar6 
81 misture· of two ditferent ··natione, ·who in the· year t7gr:set1tfout 
chiefs of·tbeit' :tribe, accomt)qnied by ·their :mother, io Vlilta ··:Bena, itt: 
order to BBiicit the .fiieftdshipi of the· Portogues.. · Tire· nation ·~led 
Pararinne.lives iu ·their·neighbeurbood; clble ·by· tbe· Sypotutm. · · ~ 
league below tlie:moath ef-tbe Cab&ral, ·oa the :east. bank of the P.-
18py, ·is Villa· Maria,. a:smaJlla:at!l useful etblbti~ent, 'founde,fin 
J!ITT8J; :&ten. teague& 80trtlf or Villa Mallia; ;.mt)' OQ. tb~: west• bank of 
the· :Patagday, -the. river -;Jauru· di~nibOguei iftto· it ·in Jat. 16°~
'lhis river. is. remarkable· for· dle ·b"out1dary-mai-ki .erected at its mdudi 
in 17M, as:.well ·as for being entirely .Por.tugue•, together-with the 
lands on its south. bailk, and:borde~ bn:the 'Spairish· pcissessions. 
It rises in the pbiins of . the Parexis 'in: laL 1)(.0~.6~'• : and long. 5ff sdt 
and ·running -south to· lat. 15° 45', ·the'*ituation: ot·the .Register.of'tbtt 
1ame name,- it there·tuma · to the s6uth..eait· for tbirty-fout. leagues~ 
till; -by an entire · course tifsi:lty leagues, · it:reaeheslts junction 'w1ill 
the Paraguay. 'lhere·.are. salt. water-pits; ~wbiub in ·part .. haVe- sup~ 
plied Matto Gfoleo ever 'siace. ita foundation I with sillt : they ate . iit 
the interior t>fthe'oountry, .&eV!!D .)e&'gUe8 from the Register, and ex~ 
tead· t0 a place ·called ·saUna tie Almeida, frOm the· name of the ·per.:. 
SOD who· first empluyed himself in these works~· ' . ., ... > 

r ·Tiiete' salt-pits ·a:re.sitaated along tbe·mclrgins ofbroad marshy bot .. 
toms~ in which -~ folmd fish of the same kind ·with those· in the P~ 
mguay. ·The Saliaa de Almeida is not far distant frOm the bank of 
·.Jauru. -and the great.quaatity of saline liquid 'found in it continue& 
three· leagues. further to· the sooth, where a junction is formed with: 
another from the ltest, called Pitas, wesiward of which are ·high and. 
llry plains, where are found numerous large· circles, fontled by a 
•peciee of palm -called· Carandas. These plains terminate nine lea.guet. 
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1J.Bet;ofi the Saliaa de,Aimeida,.in· a·large pool or mania, called Pao.-
piqqc, wbi~b .runs, to the,aoutJi •.. · · 
, T~ CQnftneoce. of the Jauru. with the, Paraguay is a .poitrt. of muda 
importance : it guards and covers the .great road between Villa Bella 
Cuia._,. aJ)'d ·theit intermediate establiabmeaits, tmd ia dle.same ·miln
...-,comm"Bdf; the ·~&.Yigatioo ·of ,bot8· the riv.ers; and..defench the en,. 

tQlnce. into. the W.erior.af.thcJa~ter capitaoia. Ttie. Pamguay--fmio 
this. pi~ bas·& fi'ee.nayigab.oJfupward~t almost.to its smirees •• wbicb 
we scarcely. seventyJeagues:distant,:arith no othedimpediment16an.·a 
latge .flill4 . , These :SOurces ue.said ;to t:Giitaio diamom:li~ · · . . . 
,: :The. tmark plaaed:a.t.the tnouth '1Ji the Jaum. iS;a~ pyrilmid ;o,f, beaalf 
lifulrm•rb~ ~gbt: to :tbii.dislant puiat from Li~.·. lt.bed j~ 
JcriptiQns .eommemorati¥e' of the:· treaty• betweea the· courts .of: Spain 
a•d.~P~rtupl.: qy, wbich. the respective rerritOJ1ts,r·of which :it standi 
as! the ;bouaa.,y •' were;defioetJ. . . . . . · · · · . : . · ... · · : . · . 1 : . : 

.r Tbe·loft.y ebaiacdf tdountaiiiS;; ,wJDCh esteBds{frOm the·somoes:af' 
the. 'Paraguay. .near ·.its".:eastem: :bank; .. border·. the :river· opposite th.t 
mbuth of the ;J.a.uru.. awl: are: termi~a.&ed. se't'eb. leagues below. it by 
the. Morro .Exealv\ldo ·.in ,]at •. l6'! .48'.· · Eaatward . of this mount or .. . 
pointrall itt m~h,· aad oillie Jeaguei beiOw:it there·fiows.intD t~ east 
aide. 91: the p,_raguay.a ·deep.atream or· mer; called Rio. ·Non;~ dia., 

cOvered in. 1700, which may hereafter ~a&Ord a aavigation to ·near 
St .. Pedro del. Rey, wheo tho aquatic plants diat obstrunt its channel 
are reiXlov.ed .. · .;Thcnnost.diatant.:Sdurries of this. river are the rivW.. : . 
of s~. Anna, Bento Gomu,.,antl othen.IWliieb ~.the great.road 
ot:~Cuiaba.tn .the · w.est.of Cocaes.. In lat . . l'J~ · SB' the weiit banks of 
u.e: Paraguay became ·mountainous. at. the. north. point of. the Sean 
da Jneua, tfhicllt: three league&. to- the ·SOirlt'b, make& a deep b~. -to 
am tbe·JDOllth of :the 'l*e Gaiba... rJijs Jake ·extends w.atward~ 
e.nd thet:e·js.a hl1o.ad .autal of four 'leagues; in .- extent, w.lrich,comea 
tru.D .the north, cominunicating .fr.om!the.above Jalre tb tbat·of.Ube.c 
:vav.a~ som~What larger .than .the Gaiba,- .lituated exactly coutigp~a 
"'· :t~e· Serra.: da. las-. on i~ ·north .side. . . Six:· ~agues· ~nd a ; ulf. 
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tietow t.W·~ ot the ·Gwi~ aDd ;oppbli.e. ei!U:mountaiitdtisr l:ab• 
ofldr :Raragoa.y, .iJ·the:~tli of:·tbelSt.•LbureDfO,; :f0nuerJ}' t'atled 
Perrudos,.' . Twenty~six 'leagues abO.-e this thc·ri~r· Cuiaba· ~nteriJ iU 
western bank in lat. 17° 20', and loa~~ 5QP.5' : .i ttiese ·Uvo riven ·are 
bf· gre&t ·ex-tent; that· J)f .Lou~ i has· ·ita isourees in.lat. '16'\ ··ffirty 
leagues least ·of th~ tow.n.of·Cuiaba; nweiving.(beSidee the branches 
croued· t,y the road from Goillz) odler. great streams on iti· east•si.d~ 
eoch ·as ·the. Paraiba or Piquiri, which r~iV'es t.be Jaqtaari ·and· .. tlie 
Itiquira .. all of. moderate lise, ·and. na.vigable. The Itiquil'a. bas-been 
navigated to .its heads; ttom 'Whemce .the caD~S Wel'e' -dragged: io~ 
laod· to. ·the· Sucuriu, which · fans ·into the Pamna ~ibur leagUe&: btlolt 
the ·mouth· of·the riTer T.iete·,on·the opposite ·~deJ The·ii~rs 'lti-' 
quira abd Sucuriu ·were found to ·have: fewer . i.nd 8maller fallB ·tllQt\ 
the Taquari,-. and the land~~e is. much ·aborter and lliote 1 Cl)nv~ 
nieot: thaa that of· the Ga.mapoio~ sa : ·that ithis -.v;gation- is· ·prefer• 
able to that by the.t~ :last~eationee l'irii'Siti it.is atteo\led ·by·~,mf; 
hro obstacles,-maror. Iadiaa&, .aads a want .of provisiorts. ; I I • .. ';.I ·.; 

·. The: navigation to the: town of filuiaba: . .,, the·riitr ()f diat Dame~ 
from its.above-mentioned ;oollineace~: "is lliortend·ea81·; in the)ib'St 
tmn leagues; after : paasing · .-iwe,ia&ll iSlands: of·.A.criacuni :a,w<t 'fa· 
rumas,;occurs.a large plantatibn·M bamilias,:.ffJI'IIled on an!embank .. 
ment·on tbe east side: of .tie. :rirer. ,·,:~~Je.lgoea··a&LWe;thls'ph\~ 
the Guacho-ullllli ·ebtens the Cuia'ba:!by .ita• eat: bank,i'1lrlldl Ori· t~ 
lame side, s.meb: league. Mlther; ·the ,.<&oac!ltoJmirim.i · ·Prorn,·ihis 
point :the: river 'winds· .in a· nor!tJ}).north.-t: ditectiorl;' ele.en ·leagUeS 
to the: island of Pirahim~' andiromrttillrice ·makes a. lal'ge · beftd: to 
the.east, receiving nomer~.Mre&ms~ anci puuis the town.of.Cuiaba; 
which. i_s· sitaated:d.unile~to·Abee•tward olitl · 'This towti is·nibety· 
six ·leagu• to the. east. of Vdllkl.- ,JWifl;> 8-JW . .the iame dietanee from the 
con6oeoee· ofita:river ,with the! Earagway' It ii Iarge, .and; together 
with its dependenCies, . may-at :preatot contain 80,000 souls. It is 
well provided with. m~at,· &h,• &uits, and all sorts tJf vegetables, at a 
much .elaeaper rate than at·.the sea-pOrta.. The country is. well 
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~ted fur .cultin$ioa, aad ~~~ rich mioes; bUt in .,..phaa:little 
: 'nter to, work them in dry .weather. They were di~CCJYcretUn ·1718, 
and. have . been estimated to produce ·aDDually above twenty arroha& 
of gold Qf extremely fine . quality. , : -· . . · · 1: 

· :, Twenty leoagues s_outb-weat of·the town of Coiaba is the 11ettlemeat 
of St, Pedro del1 Rey, the largest of. all the adjacent aettlementa, 
'and contain~ full i,ooo. inbabitams .It is situatecl near the .-eatao 
Bide of the rivulet Bento Gomez, which, at the distance .. of a Ieagae 
and a half south of. the. settle~eot,· fonna a large bay, ealled Rio. de 
J.&Qeir.o. The river Cuiaba baa its sources forty leagues abcwe the 
tOwn, ~d its banks .are cultivated through the ·greater part of ita ex• 
tent~ including fourteen l~gues below the town, down the: stream-. 
four leagues belo• the principal mouth of the river.Porrudos, tile 

. Paraguay is bordered by :the mountains that-separate it from Oailla 
~.ita western bank, and in this plare they obtain the appellation .Of 
~a daa P~dra• de :dfiiOitw, trom· being coatpoeed of ·a atone :of 
~hich wh~t·•f9~ are ·made. . This is the only spot which is not in
pnda.ted . by tl\e 6oods of the river, and is therefore much visited bJ 
the canOte& .~ navipte iL · ·Theae Serras tenninate·· two leagues·to 
the south .in th<* . of the Douradoa, immediately below which there 
is a channel on the west aide of the Paraguay, which, piereing·fle
·~een t_wo high detached mounts, called Cheines, leads to the ·lake 
Mendiufi.aix leaguea·long, and fbe largest on the Paraguay~ . ·. 

From .the Dou.radoe'the Paraguay runs southward to· the Serras.of 
~buquerqu~ · w.heie it 'touches directly. on the northern point;' :oq 
w)lich ~ situated: a town of that name. These Serras form · a com. 
pact .square of ten :leagues, apd ·cmataio much calcareoua stone) 
the land is considered· the best on either side ·the Paragaay, from 
~e river iiPWllWards, ·aod ooJy equalled tb.f that on the WeMftD mar. 
Jins of the lak~ · Maodiuri and Oaiba. From Albuquerque the 
r~ay turns to the east,-skirting ita Serraa, which terminate.at the 
~od of aix leagues in the Serra do Rabicho, oppoiite whiob, ~-the 
Q9rth ~k of the river, is ai~uated the Jower·soudlem QJOutla of the 
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:-~'1t' aa~is··an •• , ot die·Paltipay; ··wlribh~~·rerhiJ_. 
. aatiDgthe~40....._ 81i'ialail8.fo\lrteen ·leagues 4·n ·-length· from nditb ·t'o 
:.00~.: ·ib .ia: .. lhetut.al-'·'•' el.·fdr· - ~noe&'··ift. ·times ··or ·ioui1datitin .. 
From· 'the mouth of the Paraguay-miritft .the river:ukes a· -smrtheiiy 
.*reodoa~to;tbe mauth of. the tl'aqoari,: navigated <abauaUy. ·by ftotiJ .. 
leti of·ca.oes •and .other .crafty which come· from 'St; P.nl:!S ·to .Cuiaba, 
.ead:4fea • in' as..the:Bagiatei of~Jauruii when· theirdeatirration hap.. 
~nato ·be ViiJa: Bella.· : ~ · • ·, ··. . ( : : • ' · · · ,, · . .. · ·· ·· · 
·. ·. ·AJ :tbis .. a.vjga4i0Jl. ia &n!O~t '.Of ·great impertartce, from its ro~
ate*"'8·two. diatinctt distri«Dt ·tile following· ~mpendioug deseiiptiob 
of .. the :rooM pU.ts-.. :in mt . may• not •pi'Ove.uninteresting. · -It ;s ·a&: 
Mr~Kted lromr the. :diary Jti a ·~M~~ fJf .acie~,' .. who performed th~ 
jpJJ~e}latfelf';yearsap.; io~tha ... trbcgfOotober, when tHe.,araguaf. 
bt&itt• t#. retiraJto. ita .oW:Di chlm~;~el •. ·.The· description lnaj·cmirineitd! 
·at thesill-quari, . asathe. ~oyage &om·tbeltce to Cuiaba arid the Jautd 
bas..uead:y b6eo:~. : 'Jlae'largat·of -the-many mouthS.: of· the 
'l'aquari ini tbe.PMaguay i8 in lat.,.lf.$15~, !and long. •!U'. Iri the·.firit 
tdl .:)ttagnet.uf DaTisatioo, ·the aanaeJ.·of:the ri'ter is los~ aS it-C~ 
~rue:~J~. ,pltlin'- .col1ered. with ·water to ·the depth 'flf: sereral foet! 
'f.his MttCOGtigJ.lOua to Taquui, &.place .wlaeNt· the riYer is- ·mueh'bott~ 
1!0 -..l ~ • . ~ ! . t· · , . . , ·' . • . . . . 1 , . : .. : .. cu. ;· . : ... . 

. Fro.m:this plaee it is tw·cnty leagues to :tbe · rtf&ting-pl~ of Allegre: 
, c • I I 

in lat. tsC?!lJ'• aad this· space··-cootailist oa botb·mmks oftheTaquari;· 
--.ny eJitramces i:ato· tlle'pa- IWlDcl!. Mild in: time of. the hOds to. ta .. 
~~distant plaCDon.tbePaaguay, Powtados, and.Guiaba. ·From tlilt 
qatia!t'place there are 'hitty ~es ofinatigatioil, on the ebu!R of tiWt 
ri'ler.e~~ to the fan oiBarra, whereitis·ianpeded: and unnavigable abovj 
~tJtnile. t~-pad oEit may.bepaaaediallaJf .. IOR.dedand partineinpty 
~~· :At tibe·beae.ofthis f8D ·the riW~erGoehim enten tbeTaqueri,afttl 
~nl\v~n h• quitl the latter for the Coahim. At its -mouth it i•· · 
~nty .fatho1De~ broad, , aad a .Jeague .. upwards l'eeeivei &n its aouth 
._k:tb~ Taq~jrim,. a1nMr neariy .u bl'Qiiti aa-iuelf. ; .A.,little 
a9Gve. tibis conftueoce.is ~situated its .Drat fall,. which is called Da 111Hz, 
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and may b& ,.-..l.io &pty'baoaa · Alea&Ue a._.,:ial-4tle.6dl.61' 
Giquita.ya, ·p~ with llaW· ~ .ailci .a·. league ad a q~ 
farther, . that of the Chciradeira; the bm.-t of which is vctiy .ntpid, 
:Beyond this is die fall of A'Vllllha-.-.. ohllil• wbete tile c~ 
are carried bftJ('.laod for half a lllile, aad the caooes ue coaclacted 
througH a . dif&cult Channel of three. fathoms,. at t1ae. ead of wbidl 
~y are pushed oJer the. rocka iD order .to .pats the bead 01 oa...act.. 
Half a league above is the fall Do J auru, so called .from a mer of 
that aame,. which entms the .OochiiQ_ above. it, Oil ihe oOrlh aide. 
From this con6iienc~ u~s·1here ~- !Mien falla.in tht· coune 
ef five leaguei. and:a half,. in the. ~dat of wbida diet.aa.:e the river 
euts aad. ia enchannelled . ia a 1110\lntaia, through · whioll it· runs 
Mnoothly, although 108ri:elyli¥e 'fathoms .broad. and receives on itiJ. 
lOUth aide ·dae· stream .of the Pare~ .wtaieh ia .aid to be auri~ 
Half a -.gUe abOve the laat of the.sev•· {ails .bef01e9~ned ate 
three saetellive ~, ealled Tr11 Iniiol, . and at an equal ditbanoe 
above theil, .tHt . .()f Du Euraaa,:wbich is pa.-. labOriously \ritla' 
e&DG88 onloaded. PrOm tbis.phu:e.tbe.navipti.OP cootiouea.ea tiMt 
Coobim ttm.ugh a:ttooceeiloa of;~ -.otil that river js joined by. 
the C.mapuiG,. eight yal!da io. bntadth •1 its mouth. Flora .m.· 
point to its junction with the Taquari, the course of the Cochila ii 
dliJty.Itaguea. · , . . 
. T~.rl\rer Camapaio, U.ag- which the naviption is · cOI\tinbed,.~ 
eomes narrower on paaing aome .ri.uleta that dow ioto· it, . .- 10 

ahallow;·:as,tO be:iil geperal.~y two feet deep; -.1 thec11110e1 
&te rather dNgsed than •vigatled along. its l&lldy·bed. .After two 
~uea ·of this labour; tbe.y quit the Camap~, leaving it oQ 
tbe light baqd~ choked .with faDeD t~, &c., BDd ater ioto·tbe .~ 
n1apuio-nalrim~ up which ibey ~ oae league, wben they·,... 
the.fazenda, or estate, of the sa~R name. · This._ an im~ eata-; 

bliahment, helongiag to the fertupae.. ·io .the centre of th~ v• 
and deeeri regions that .inten.eae between the gneat :ri1era Paras-y. 

I 
, , :. · : • I \•.• ', •• •• 

Digitized byGoogle 



( 807 ) 

and· Pataaa, .nioety·leagnes ·~"SSUth-west~· in &. direct Jirte from 
the tOWn ·of Cui&ba. . TE pace seems vety ptOp.er for ·a re8iater, to 
pnweat the:amuggling·of gi)ld·iri this 'rou~, and to 6X tbe'•dutiet Gil 

gdbdspassihg to Cwabl anGl Katto Grosso~ · The canoes and ~ 
are transported from the Fuend& de Camapuio by. lauad abou~ 
a mile to. the riftl' Saugniiuga, · the principal ·source· ()f .the Rio 
Pardo. From the end· of the'!laad"pu&agea the naYi88tion continua 
dowb: the Sanguixug&t and; in .the interval. oft.bree ~ tliey:pue 
foot faUa to· the :Bio·VertileJbo ·(so mlled ftdm che ·colour of itt 
waten). which entets the PardO ... Half a·league from the ·mouth: of 

-the Vermelho ·the Pardo baa the fall of the Pslras de Amolar, aod a 
league below receives· on .its south side the river Claro~ &om w~ 
after :prootedidg twu Jea~es· bf ~lnelltream~ th.-e octur . .Dine .fillle 
in. tlie space. of t;;o ~ ~. ,The· paeage ·of th~m occupiel 
twelve or:founeen days in· going .up tiM! river; though gnly one .;. 
tul'lling. Below. d.e .l&lt of these, called the ·Bang(te, the .riYer Sa+ 
turlu· -.un~ :the PM:ld on ita.· south aide. .Three leagues Wow tbe 
tnouth ot the· · Sucuriu .ii the .cataracrt ·of Carilre, :ai;MRtt eight yarda 
taigb, to avoid which the cauoes at'e hauled over•laod, throo,gb a pat+ 
sage of· a hundred yatds.. Ftom tbiB .oatarac.t; in the apace . of ~ 
leagues, .there accur. ten f.-r., \tiDeh occupy fifteea or twenty day~ 
in ..ending tile ri:Yerrtbough oaly:odeill ~dillg. The.breadth 
ot the: ltio Pardo :in -thi.t part is ~eaty•tWG fatbaina. Two leaBues 
lleldw the last of. these falls is a deep inlet of tbree.hundrecl abd.Dioet1 
fatb~s r half.• Jeagtie )9wet tbe ~are hauled ~a JJI>ade ofbuld 
of a hundred and fifty yards. Half a league further is the fall of Sirga 
Negra; one league further, that ofSirga Matto; and a little more tJ:tao 
a· league from thence, the great c*ta.ract, or · Sako da CajafU, ten 
yards in height, to avoid which,' the cande& are .hatiiM ·through 
a narrow ·channel here formed ·by the river. At a. distance equal w 
the preceding is the Cajuru-mlrim, and immedia~ly . after is found 
the ·fall of Da llha,. the thirty-third· and Jut ~n ~ river • . Si¥ 
leagues below this fall, the Rio Pardo receives on.itt- nqrth side· the 
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river Orelha da A.nta •; and· :four leagues lower down, DD' ;the 'same 
side' tbe·O~Iha da Onfa·.•, from tbe- .mouth of .wbich, ·after ·.eleven 
leagues, of navigation,. is.found the junction· which the:river .Anhan, · 
dery-uassu makes from the south with the Pardo,. which, from the 
passage. of .Camapuio to. this· -point, completes a south-east course of 
ferty-five .leagues in extent. ·.The Anhandery and the Pardo, from 
their conftuence, run sixteen leagues .of navigation .westward, in ODe 

ebanael, and disembogue.in. the west bank'ofthe .~raoa in lat. about 
il 0 • The. velocity .of the c'urrent of the Rio · Pardo is. very irregular: 
it may be navigated downward . in five or six days, but . c&ABOt be 
aseended in less than twenty or thirty, and ·that· by .hauling; for the 
foree· of the stream in some places is too great for .. oars. . . . 
(' .mhe ,river.Parana·is of great: breadth and :weight of water, : and ia 
nav:igated against its curre;nt up to ·the.· mouth of the .Tiete. . In. the 
fint · three· leagues . occurs· the -4sland of' Manuel Homem~ .Fiv.e 
Jeagues. above. ·this island the Rio·Verde. faHs..into the.Parana, by a 
mouth i of .forty-two fathoms, on its western bank, and .at ail equal 
. dista~te above, oo ·.the opposite. eaatem .side, .the river. Aguapeby. 
en~rs, .by. a mouth· apparently. above· twenty yards wide.. .Eight 
leagUes aboTe this river,- and on the westside of the. Parana, the.large 
riv:er·S~curit~ ·has its ·moutlr, .atJeast fifty fathoms.wide, . and, .. after 

. fuur.league8 of navigation t.irther, on .tbe, same .side: of the. Par&Pa, 
is fo~nd:the mouth of the large aadjoteresting niver, the Tiet6+• .The 
~istaam: ·between the riven ~Tiete. and Pardo, accordiog to the wind

: in~§$ of the :Parana; may· be eetimat;ed ,at thirty-five leagues.; tbe di-
• I ! . 

' . . . . . . . . ' ~ 

~ ~ ;C!II!Ded, ~-.clJ~ a'""'n~ with. thole animals. . 
: t Tbi; river ~log title pod c~nocl . of. eommunicatioo from Rio de Janeiro, S&Dtos, 
~C. f~ul'a, aqd othu pbc~s, to the. in~t.iog 4jttricta of Cuia~ Matto Grosso, the whole 
0( Paraguay,_ the river. Plata, PotoSi, Chiquisaca, and a great part of Peru, I have presened 
hie ·particula~ detail given in this paper, of its 'numerous falls; ·and the diflieulties of lt1 na
•igation, 'Ill it is now welt known,·aod tbcrc i& great tea80il to aupposej.that it;wiU:-.on be 

•uth.marc:frequcneed.: ' I ·• " , .. ' • ' -i/.i A •I 
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rection north, .inelining to ·the ·east.' · Passing up 'the .Tiete, ·in. the ~rae 
three leagues is found the great Saito de 'Itapura (a great cascade)• 
tO ·avoid which, the canoes are .dragged .si-xty fathoms over-land. ~ 
league above. is the difficult fall of Itapura-mirim; another league 
upwards are the three falls, called Tres 'Irmaos, and little more than· 
that .distance onward,. that of Itupiru, half a league long; ·two leagues 
further· is the fall. of U -:aicurituba~mirim, and i~ the upper .part of it 
the small river Sucury .enters the Tiete upon its north bailk. ·· One 
)~ague above it is the. fall of Ut!Jpiba, a quarter of a league in length~ 
The same distance above is. the fall of Araracangua-uassu, · whieh is 
passed with unloaded canoes. Five leagues above this is found the 
Araracangua-mirim ·; one league further, the Arassatuba, and at the 
8ame distance, the U-aicurituba, from which, in the space '.of ;nine 
leagues, occur seven falls~ Three and a half leagues above the last 
of them is that . of the Escaramunca, so called ·from the abrupt 
windings of the river among a thousand rocks and stoppages . . · Two 
·leagues above this is·the large fall of:Avanhandava, where th~ canOe& 
are unloaded, and their c;argoes carried half. a mile over·land •; and 
the. canoes hauled the ~atest part of1hei waj' to avoid 'a: cal bract 
sixteen yards perpendicular. . A league and a .half. above this·is:the 
fall. of ..A vatihandava-mirim, and fiery .Jiear . it, that of the Camp()~ 

. from which there are. fourteen leagues of clear:navigation to· tho•e'of 

. the Camboyu-vGca, and· next. to- t~e Tambau.:mir~ni and U assu~ ·both 
within the comp~a. of ·two leagues. One league ·further· is the fall 
of Tambitiririca ; . 'three leagues from thence, the U-amicanga,. -apd a 
little more than. two leagues upwards, the Jacuripipini enters . th., 
Tiete on the north side, and bas a mouth. fifteen fathoms broad:. A 

• I 

. . . . 
• The labour of dragci~g •lae canoes over-land t9 aToid the; c:atanc:ta might be mnc:h Jn,. 

eened (where the finest ticnbu is in auc:h abundance), if GoJermnent were to order rail-waya 
to be made, upon wMc:h lo~ded c:anoet. mi&ht easily be drawn on wheels. This would more 
facilitate the lntercoat&e than any otbet ·meaeute, and, ftem the present enterpriSing spirit 
aacl .wieclo~ of the. Prince ltegent's miliaten, we IDaJIOOil hopo .to 8Cc it: put iD pi.actiCc~ 
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rape &ad a half abo'fe this is the Jaeuripipira.Diiriin. aix·leaguei 
ftoin whence is the fall rJf Congouba. a league in Joagth. For· the 
-Pace of ·eight leagues .froiD this there· are sis · falls, of which the 
._ i1 · .Banharem. · From this it is tbtee leagues and a half to the 
multth ·of tlit Pi.ruliaba, thirty eight fathoms broad: it ellb:n the 
t:'iet,6· dn ·the nortl ·; and the latter ri'Yer from tbia point immediately 
A&tro•s ·itaelf ·to tbrtj fathomi wide. From the mouth' of the Pa .. 
Nliiaba' ·tbeie ·is a navigation· of four leagues to the small fall of lib&; 
8bd fourteen leagues more, with frequent windings to that Of ltab7~ 
aear ·a. populous village, caJled Jundahy. Six leagues from this i8 
the fall of Pedrenegaa, which is a quarter of a· league lcmg; and 
~ a league above it, the riFer Sorecaba, whidl comes from the 
town of the same .n~,: in lat. 25' Sl', empties itself on -the 100th 
iBtO t~ Tiet6. Near tbil town are several mOURtaius, caHed Gua• 
taeeaDa, ·some .of which a~ with rich oxide of iron, which; on 
limelting, has proved very good. IJ pan them grow.s fiue timber for JD& .. 

ehinery ,and wood of eTery aisle, fit for ~educing intO carbon. NtUDeroua· 
•treams .flow from them, which may be employed to gt$t advaotage. 
aod .their baie ia washed by the riv~ Campanbes, near the Capivari, 
buth ·of :which empty tb.emsebea ·into the Tiet6 at.a short distance. 
:Prom the :river Serecaba .it is only lis Jea~ to Porto Felix, where 
an· the embarkation is DOw .made .to' Katto GJ:"Caa from SL Paai'S. 
the ·distance being .about twenty-thrt.e leagues .from that ··.city.· 
'l'bre.gb this ·OOOYeyanee, ult, iron, am·munitioo, clothing for the 

. ttdops,.&c •. are 1eilt annually.by Govemment. Trading paities·fre. 
cpaendy:arrive .at St. Paul's &om Cqiaba in the month of February.· 
and Jlduni io Apn1 or May. 

Resuming our account of the Paraguay. it is to be observed that 
tlie 'EiDbotetieu 'eiiten that 'river five leagues below the mouth ot the 
T•quari, and oil the same side.· · It is now caUed Mondego, and was 
formerly navigated by the traders from St. ~ul's, who entered by 
the Anbandery .. uaasu, the south braDch of tbo Pardo. Oai the uortb 
baD& of the M.ondego, twenty Jeaguea above ita IDOUtb, tlae Spa•iarM · 
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lcnmded. the. bhy .. of · Xe&teB; which the i PaullatM. '<ielttlllJecl.. . ~
leagu• ~ this place, in· tbe mountain• that fonn. tbe. -upper. ·~MD* 
of the Embotetieu, there is a tradition that there are . rich . mO. . 
which were diBco.vtred fifty yean agt». One league below the moatk 
of the .M~ndego tb,ere are two high iDiulated .mounts froating each 
other on. the· Paraguay : at the es.tremity of the a(Jllthem declivity al 
tbe .mouut on d~ west aide, oear the bank of the river,. is tb6 pm. 
.on of Nt!w C()imlxa, founded ih. 1~75:; it.is.the last·• ·IOUtber. 
moat Portugume establishalebt on th,e AWtlat .Pantgoaf.. . Ele'NII 
leagu~:to the acnath of Coimbta, .on the welt aide of tit~ Paraguay~ 
il the JQOuth. of Bahia Negra, a ~ sheet of water of six league~ 
in. e.xteot,: beiag 'fi\'e Jeaguea Jogg from notth. to ·100th ~ it receiY~ 
the watertJ Of, tbe wide+~al' plains ond 'lands .tO the lbutb ·MJ4 
west of the m01Ullaina ef Albnquerque •. ·At tlris bay th~. Potta... 
peae ~~118 on. both:~~ the Par&guay termi~ate • . . Jrorit 
thence tbe riYeJ'I tontinuei to lat. ill0 , ·where, on.its . •~t. bank, .. ~ 
sitUated a bill lu»wp to.the: Portugilese by the. name of Miguel J~ 
crowned . with a :Spaiih .. for.t with four pieces . of. artillery, . caUeci: 
~urbon,;. Three·Jeagues .above ~·· -the little ri9er GuU:ino falls.ja~· 
th«; Paraguay on the east side. Nine Jeagu~ · to the south of the 
abova.fort, and. in: Jat.~t· U, are other mountaiosoo ~th·widee.the: 

Paraguay, wllich command tiD river ; for th.e eesflem ·&!ide: is. ·•u~· 
m~ote4 with a lo*y ·chain es.tlmdiog to the inteJjor of tJae countr.t~ 
Dear' which . is .the 8Gga1'•1oaf moont j the opposite side is equall:f. . 
mountainoqs, but net 10 high or ntensive; and ·i~ the. middle. of~, 

river thfre ·is·a high rodty island, which, with the mountainous balab 
OD each aide, forms· two cbaunels of about .a mask~sbot a~. 
'f.\lia, in . case ol nr ~ween the t~eigbbowing nations, .would be·&. 
post of .the highest importance, as jt'forma a natural barrier,. whicll. 

. I 

would require titde fimiication .toJrender it an effectual obatade -.a; 
imraaion~ Here tenninate those extensire inundations, .to wh~ both: 
baaka.of.the Para8uay ue.subject: they commence4tthe moutb:Of. 
tDe Jauru, . ~d - to.~ .. point coV-er.an-extept. of lOO_,Ieaguea flo~·: 
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Mtb t.·..ath; head-· fort;':iDr.bread~~ at'til*lligilett·.teoc~s.. ~ 
·-!aa apparent lake~:.~hidt geogra~br.l~o£~i~er~dayi.; ,. ·well• 
...ae mod~ hue . termed. tbe· -~ar&fes. '. \T~•· ·iauodatiOrli~: e»ar 
fOOoda -tbe cbannelnof·· the·. great .Ba~aJ .. ie:ith: tJtoee .. ~fitA,vatiot,la 
qonftueritll!, 'ib :·such a manner~ that, !ilopa~~lltf :toJ thirt;¥ ·:leasut 
above their resuiar mouths,: it ia ::pouible, ui~ .-u.e !:o.ti the: floods;_. tQ 

navigate across from· one to tbe·other, always in deep .water, .wit.._ 
ever ~Dg or.:approashiilg:tbt Jianlis «:the ,p~· .. :· D11riag this 
wGndf.lful inundauon;,tbe higa.mol)rrtaiDI ...- elevateti laod.-wlaioq 
it.~loees appear like 80 :maliy superbtislaruis;-aoa~be lower ptnda 
form·a JabyriJMhoflakes, bays; and.pools;•.lllliny:df-wbioh remain.aftfti 
~beJleods have· aubsid~, ·. ·F.rom • the io.tr.iaey· Of tlle$8 iDuadated 
plaioi. ·tbe· na.vigation . .is,trendereo -impracticable to .altwbo ·• :DOt 
wnte·_experieDce witlrikill.: .·Froio this pesiticHi,-(thl>.aol,.iMtriet.~ 
the.Paraguay,) the banks downw.ard.am : ia·'81oerai.Jaigis,.aod · 6~at 

par.tlcularly· the: eastern .of .PottugtRae•aide;r :r: ln.• lat.· ti9 ·5', ·a:CQOSi .. 
derable ri~er ompt.ies itiself ·into:it,.: which·the.:Spwiards, at-the d~ 
ear~tion: in 1758. woo.ld ··have: to. be tlie. Oorrientes.:---eftas the 
hQads of this river· ate twenty leagues .-ootta .of ·tile. real CGnleatet 
mentioned·in tile treaty•. · · · ... : -;· .--!: · · 1 ·:.:·J .,," · • · .. -.· 

~ .. Between tlae.Paraguay.and the. Farana ~tbere,·ruosdmm: north tO 
aouth an extensive chain· Of mouilta- '•hica rha'YC the appellaaion 
of·.Amanbay ; . they terminate ··txt ·the aouth ·of ~· river .Jguatioa,i 

. imoing -a -ridge running· east: aad me&4•-eaHecl-·Mahuayer .. ·'!·&au 
¥.oe moootains:spri~g all the- rivers which~ from ·tlJe;Ta.quari·-'10~ 

~' .enter the Paraguay, ·and·from·tlae same chain• ,aJso,,~ 
JJ2aay other: riven, which, taking ·a coutrar' dira:tioo, iow in*:O tho 
:Pasana;, ·one. of them,. and the most southerly, . being- the · Igoatimy~ 
which bali ita· mouth in-:lat. ~So 47 \ a little-above ·the ·&eflen faUs, or 
tbe ·wonderful 'cataract· of the· Para~- This. cataract is a:IDGit tlah. 
lime ·spectacle,. being distinguished to the: eye ·of; the spectator.: from 
bol6tr by the appearanoe of six: rainbowa, · llnd·et~titting :ft~bhits fall 
ct'Constaut cloud. of v.apours,· whicb. im~geaMI• the aktiJ•~' 
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~i· ·' !0&tlle ;n(rilrlidi· olttbe.lgoatimy. tWeirtJ:I~-·~ 
ita:~~ tile Portttgueae,had innerly ·the fortresa~of Bauris, which' 
-.. abatltloaedTin 177'1 •. · Tbe Igoatimy ·has its sourcee · ten,lea:gu~ 
·.-.e:.: tWa 't»ia'ce, amoog··bigb·and · rugged mountains •. ·The river 
Xe,uy enters . tbe :Parapay· oil·. the· eat side in lat. -u• 11', tw~nty 
1eapm ·beloW the ·lpane, aodtbetl11MU ·river, callecl the Ipaoe-mirim, 
iob!rieriitig. · · · · : · · ·. · : · . : :. · .. 
.. :- This. is a summary d~ption . of: Portugue.we Paraguay t to :the 
point where the tenitory Hght- c- our TOdris\ obeenes) to e:.:tend ~ 
and such is .the situation of this· great ri•er.that·the above-mentioned 
rivers· wbieb concentrate toward · the interior of Bratil enter it 011 the 
eastern side; uot bne enters it on the western, from the J auru to· the 
,...WJel .. of. the lpane. . Muy pam·of;the banks ofalt thoae rivm 
me laid under water at the 'time Of the ftoods, and the plains :are 
~d~to :a conaideftible depth. . · · ' · 
. . A river of such. vast sise:aa· the Paraguay~ in a temperate and sa~ 
Jubriou; eli.aaate; .abounding witb S.h,- bordered. by extensive plai.w 
110d hi~ mountains, intenected by to· many rivers, ·bays, lakes~ aacl 
forests, -must naturally have drawn many.of the Indian n&tions·to in4 
habit ita banks: btit, immediately after the disco•ery of the new con
tineat, the incuraioni of the Pauliatas. and Spaaianls aeem to have dii.
pened .and deatroyed ~be numerous .tri.,_: the Jesuits transplanted 
naany. thousands tO their settlement» oo the ·U raguay and Parana, 
Other· natioDe •et\ from the · aYati~ of the -new ·&ettlen to countrie1 
lesi favoured; · but· more isecttm by 'fe&sotl of· their distance, and the· 
dilic\llty of ·~eh. Thie -emigration of one: nation to distrietl 
oc:ieupiec:l by ·another, became the fruitful source of. ia~eterate and 
sanguinary wars among them, which tended to. redoce their num. 
ben. ·There are; however, diD· aome Indians left on tbe borden of 
the Pa;sgua.y, aliiOng. wbom the Guaycurus; or CavaHer .Indianat ana 

· principally diitin8'1ished fer Yalour.: They occupy ·the ·laod• from 
die riverTaquari,.eMell4iog.southwardii, along all the riven dJat enter 
the Parapy oa:tlleu~tem·side, as far .as ~e river-.lpaAe, ·apct:ia 
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llke~r.~!theoppoaitlbe.nh,&om dlielnduotaiat:ofAibuqu~ 
clowowaroe. ·They have made war repeated.ly o1f the Spaaianli 
and Portuguese. without ev.er ~ng subdued. ~ They:~ at'IDdlwitll 
Ja~U:e~ of extraordinary ~· bows,· arrows. &c. . Tlu;y ...ake JoDg 
iocursioo!l ()ft. bone back into the· neighboa~ .territories ; they pro:. · 
cu~. bones in. exchange fw. stout· cotton . cloaks, called. Poachas~ 
which they ~anafacture. There are other Indian nations _inb&biting 
these large. traets; &QIUe of w.bom .. have iiltenilised both with :tbe :Por
·tUg.tete. and Spaoiards, ~tbere being few of~ :latter.oo an; part of 
the ¢0nfines without SQJUe traees .of ~odian phyeiogoemy. . . · 1 .• . 

. . From, the river.: Xexuy~ downwatds,. the .Paraguay take& ita general 
:~ume BGAlthwards· for .tbirty·two leagues. to the city of Assumpciea. 
the. ~pit.el of:ParagaJay, aad. the reeid~ of its ·~vernbr. Thl&city 
ia: aituatbl an an. obtuse angle made: ~Y· the. eastern bank. of the ·river1 
the population is by no means tri~ and :there are·aome; Po.rt.o
~; amo.eg. ~be1 iobabitao~. ..The; govemment, is of vaat. CSUblt. 
and · ~ts .wtal . population ia · ~d to ·amount .to ·near 110,000 aouls~ 
fie J..nd is ~r.tile, aad eontaioa many.Fjeh farina:· its pnnapal pr. 
duct is .thft -.a~ ·which ia exponed ·to: T\tC\UDan and Bueooa.AYJel, 
from ·wheooe":it .;.,sent: to various :parts of tbe·Spanieh clominieba, 
· alaog the. ooa~~t· JO€ Chili and Peru, beiog·a general·artiole of.«»nawnp. 
tion · PJQGg ~~ ,ranks . of . people. Ita other ptod~cts are hides,. to- · 
·baceo, ~~uMt s~gar. . ,FroiD Bueooa Ayres large boata arrive .at the 
city (){ A.sa•~npcipp, .af\er . ~two. or. :tb- J.1lontbi~ pUiage ~ · ~ ottt1 
difticu1ty.in.navlp~ing is the.~ weisbt·ef the watel'i·.of the~ 
..-guay,. wbiQb .ftQw.with .great ..-pWity a; but ·thia ~Uadvaa-.geil 
lease~:,by favpurable..wiod~.t· whieb ~blow ,the·:greater .)art Pf· the 
YM'f~ the south. . . 1 · r · . : .. · •• 

· .. Si:¥ileagues below Anumptioo,. on ·tbe.westem~ side of tbe Para .. 
pay,.:the· rivet Pikomayo.enten that.river by ita.first moutlt; ils 
~nd is fourteen or sixteen leegues lower. .In ·this space aou.e 
ot~r ~ller ri-vers ent~r on the e.a•rn sid~ aod-a,nonpt them tbe 
Tibiquari, on an· arm of. wbicb, tweo.tyJe&8ues.soutb-eaat from As· , 
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aumpcion, it Villa Rica, a large Spanish town, with much property 
in cattle on its extensive plains. The river Vermelbo enters the 
west side of the Paraguay in lat. !6° 50': on a remote upper branch 
of this river is the town · of Saito, near an accessible fall ; it is an im
portant point to the Spaniards, who are transporting their goods from 
Bu~nos Ayres, Tucuman. &c. to Upper Peru. 

. . 

·or Great River, which 'the first disooveren' considered as the chief, 
on :account. df its· .abundaot• watetB, unites. with. the . .-stern aide 
o£ .the Pat'aguay :in ·lat. i17°·1t.S',:Gd. .tlJei~united streams :take the 
baJDe: .of·tbe· llio de·. I& 1J?Iati, .!1thich :.originat.ed ·in the .following 
drcuinatance :~·Martim de~ .the .firit.·donatary of the capi
tania of St. Vicente, furnished .Alexo Garcia with an ·acleqaate 
e.cbtt to •explore ·the. 'hitherto. ~nn~en · wildS ·to the ;w.t of 'the 
exte~v.e 'ooast 'Of 'lhllihi. This ·intiepid Pbrtugnet:e, by the route 
· er. t1ae .rr~ ·~·,the Peragaay.,; ~.he, en'daed,· ialld: pea&. 
taterl eonsiderably· illtofthe .iuteiiol\ fiom ·wtieaee' •her:~ it 
is. said,- loaded. with silver, aod''IOme.geld: bQt;be haltedroa the 
Paiaguay, ·and waited b 'the·'co..-g· of~his ·soli, a.yoath or: ... 
der .yean,. :with:.lome .-of :bia MOPie; ··whilllt ·1ie 1 sent forward an 
aceount of the. diiOOVeey. '. ! He; ~··: aorprieed by a i ~ . of: I• 
diat~~t who kine.l him,: '**·u!80D .. prie0ner,· and·: tarried oft':.ail 
IPs: dog. .: ·the· :yEikr· foltowiag, . IDty Pottujuem~ :who ·were· BeAt 
in search of Garcia, shared the same fate. The Spaaialda. wlaQ 
mt.. Betded: on .tibia· river, ·aeeiDg -eo·:mueb silver ~gtt: theae 

Indians, ~d· m~iag it to-be the ·produce of the country, caHed 
the rivei' ,La \'Plata. ·. · . · · ·! · •· ' · · 

. - ·The· Panna derivee.it.e ·priDOipal souft.-ea from ·. tbe· ·west · side of 
the mOUDtaiDs of:Mantiqueira, tweoty.-five leagues weat.of the tew.-
Qf Paraty •· ' . . . . . 
• 
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.tlcc:Ount of tlae 'Ctipitatti~ of 'Rio Grande. 
• . i. 

.! \o ,' ' 0 I J• ; • 0 • ; ' f I . - ~ 

"T'HE c~pitani~· of Rio·?ra~e~·i~· -~lof the_ molt imponant io 
· .:-Ar J·Bra.Uv It· 11:· of conMderable. extent,· and IS bounded by the· 
~pitarua ofSt .. ~Paulfa·on:the:nortb, .Matto Groiao dll.tbe west, aad-= 
~d·by; tbecSpanilh tb.Tikx!ies;: ·~tween it 8ftd the Rio. de Ia ·Plat&r 
on·:the south. ~ · · ·· , . · · . .. . .. · · ·. ~ . · · :·I 
· .. Its .port is· situated· about· sa~.SIJUth:; it· is ·dangeroa& to edter, fuwt. 
·ftQm its:be~g ahoal·water,; ·a~ ·nex.4· 1&om!a ~c)leat sea always··~· 
aitrg~ and!fr6m:the sbiftiug.oi tlJ:e·saads~ ·Notwd:bltandHtg these in·· 
coiweoieMes,. :there is a great trade carriEd -dD 'from. this place to all 
the port.s.of .Brazil. ia brigs and small vessels that do net draw abov.t: 
.tea: feet ttra~ . .. ~ter passing. the ltar,. whidl is· loag, ·they, ~nt.er iate 
101 inlaad.aeai"or·.lagOOD, .'Of.·ctt,ep ;water, aa<Lnavigate· to. -tbe~onh 
and !Wet~,tft. ib head, ·WlheJe·.the.prindipa.l.rivU.runs into it. ·To the 
IIO.ulhward-is: the I~.Meni, :·aod.tlie .a.tral grolllld~ a little fD:tlle 
111MhwaTd \of.wbiclt.js tbe·Spaaisb.fort.tetls 'of. Saota :Tere., ·lateJJ 
plat ia'mpair •. ·· . ·: ,· . . ... r . i . . . . .• · . : 

. . The. principal town ·is deieaded by many .forts~ some of :wilich:me 
upoo·. i~ts. Since it was ~ken from the . S~~a by .General 
Coimbra, the Portugueze have much strengthened it,_tmd naw thae 
·ia a V.ery oonsiderable force of cavaiJ'Y; ·beJ'B&o&rtillery, .ud 'foot:.&ol-. 
diers ; so .. tbat· at a short ·notice,· with ·the ~ditioil .of· the militia; a 
body of five or seven thousand men might be calculated upoa·. · . , 

The climate is· considered very fine, . and tbe soil so productive, that 
this district oiay be called the granary of Brazil: tbt) wheat gron ·. 
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here is shipped 'to all the polt:s on · th~ coast.whe~ · brea~ is used. 
Farming, however, is carried on in so.: slovenly a _manner, that _the 
grain is ~lways rough, .bad skinned, and extremely foul. It is packed 
in raw hides, which are sewed up like sacks: it swells, and heats fie, 
quently .on the passage from Rio Grande to the more northerly porta; 
·and often, after landing in Rio de Janeiro, it is left on .the quay ex-
posed for days to the rain. · · 

The vicinity af.Ri~ .. Gmnde is extremelj fJOP.ulous; .in a ·Circuit of 
twenty Jeagu~, the inh&bi~nts, including . the troap~~ ~are estima~ 
at lOO;QOO. · .. 'Jlaf.lif PJincipal oceupations .are,_ the. brecdios of_~ 
r.,. :whicll. .the . immens~ , traot· ()f pastul'Nand is. so w~ll <alaaJated ; 
the drying and preparin_g of Jude.. ·and tbe:m•hing ·of. charpe,;-M. 
ytGQt is - ~al.l~,- iJl tile ri;V~r .pJ-..ta,jpg.~ •.. :It is prepared in:tlie·tol
;toW.ing ·manner :-After the ox is skinned, the. flesh is strippec:l from. 
d»e-,booa in ·aa large fta~ee as po~aible, iQ StOID~ - d~ resembling 
sides of bacon: i~.is pJJ·t into hot brjqe. .where:i~ reiDaioJ from, twelve 
to· forty hours, accOrding to_lbe .thieknes~ ·It ia ~taken out, 
~rained, and cJried i_D. the sUD, .after-wardsmad.C\ up into ·packasmt.bat 
~i~ about 160ibs., a~ . sh~pped-. 'frorq . this port . tD •U, pane of 
lkuil. ]t -is :a general article. of.coilsumption .amoag· the :Jower . 
dasses-and n~oes, .. an_d . is llQ.t uofrequently-:. ~n -~ : reapectable · 
tabb, being in taste somewhat similar to bung beef. · • It IJODJtitAt.tea . 
the. general foo4 .for the 8aiJo~, and forms; part .. o£ allnoet e~ery. 
~ sent out . fropt this .. pwt.. It baa.fouod ita: :w•y to the: Wat · 
Indies,. where it is in grea~ request, and has ~n frequently .Ibid, . 
during the war, -at nine-pence or a shilling per pouncf. The charque 
prepared at Rio Grande is much superior to that brought from the· 
river Plata. During the time that · the English troops were in pOs· 
seaeion of Monte Video, · in consequence of. an apprehension . that 
the .cattle might be driven aw~y, and ~hey be in want of suppli~ · 
Jarge quaatities were coutra~ted for at St. Pedro,_ which arrived ·at . 
Monte Video, though not wanted. 'rbey . were afterwa~ shipp«!d 
for the West India market. · · · · 
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.. The~quantity.ofhidea exported from heace is alm~:incredi4ft: 
tbey furnish many vessels with entire cargoes, which ·are carried . to 
tbe .uorthem ports, and from thence embarked for Europe.· ~ 
anuaal .average may be estimate4 ~at not Jess than three 'hundred 
thoaaJnd .. · ... •·. · .. · . : . · . , . . 
··:: Ta)low fOmas•anothet:cooiidemble •article of commeroe, which in 
general is shipped in the crude state, and .not·reflned, as in·.tlae·river 
Plata;...: The-p.ter part • oonsomed io BrUil, and the" dealers. find 
it.prefena.ble.to!refiae.tbe article oo the SPQt, where ·they manufilcture 
it 'into ·candles. .·. It is packed .in waste raw-hide packages • ~ 
; Homs. ucl hone-hair form an inferior branch of the coaimeree? 
aad are .sliipped .from this port ;in great· quantities. 
· . Tbe. above. 8.Jle . tJie staple productions of Rio Grande, which give 
maploymeRtto ·periltpa a huudied sail of .coasters, :some· of which 
make.Jtwo or three voyages in a year, carrying thither ·rum; sugar~ 
tobaooo,·cottea, rice,- mandioca. &weet-meeata, &c.t . . 
. ~ · ()£ Europeao merchandise, they bring wine, oi1; olives, glass, aitd a 
peat variety pf Eogtiahi .cemmodities, particularly iron, (though they 
much. prefer .the .Swediih,) baiaes, ~iogs, stout ·wooHea · clo~ 
Jrt:wbeater. velvereta of. Yarioua qualitiea and colours, printed c::OO. 
tons. ;~Ucoe~t _mos)iqs, handket"claiefs~ · silk, . cotton~ and worst-*~ 
lloeiery,·bab; ftanaels,. &c.. , · · 
·.:_.Sail-c1Mb', .. c0rdage1 ~chm,. tar, paints, fowling-pieces, .ammuni
tion of aU ·lbrts, bUd ware~ of ev«y description, particularly slaugh
ti:tr-knives, torue plated· wal'ef and faocy articles.. . A great· part ot 

; .. : 

... ~ .. . . . . . . . ' . . . . 
. • be &,gliah tc;tdert, d'-ppoblte9l in the mer Plata, went to Rio Grande to atabliala 

~n~i'f4)1' n,rlng _becf~ re~ing ~-.·&c~ which they 1000 found it u.ece..a., to Jbao.. 
don:· · · · · · ' · 
. . ·: .t .Aim~st everj veaael brmga a greater or amtller namber of negroet, it being ·the practice 
at· R.io de JIDCU'O to ship 'off all tbOee who are ill-dispOted 8DCl troublceome for Rio· GtandC~ 
~.if tMy. caaaiue Rfnctaty, daey are !RquDtlr told into the neighltouring colooJ.r' 
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ttie' ~--.,,~ueyea up'mr~tatb the ibt.eib,;-.ere(thej1&\1i 
carried from house to bouse for sale or ex~ · :. ·d ·n.: ,.:, .. :: ti .t··r . 

Duriog:tbe:old8,Steoa;,so lately·d·witltin ~fOlll'•yeari•·« most 
blerative, trade .was ·here.· carried ori · with• the: Spaniards, whofc&IBfrt. 
own hers, and most eagerly boaght aop t&ae · tobuteo,. {lnd 1 cnleh d•dae 
Eoglilh milnufaciures a . oouW be tl!arispol'ted' od ho~bat:~,.rat 
great. prices. Thus Rio .. Grande aad· ita .Vicinity· 1Jeca01e-very -~ 
Yiable. situations,· where .ronsiderable ·fortllllftl were -macie :in a:little 
time, as the goods IM»ught were. mueh in· iteq._t,. though: ~tfabDdJ 
aad were pa_id for .iil•pecie. . : This· trade;· so adtalit&geou~r ~-~ 
party, is now eotirely ruined through;the~.· ·of·wl'i s~.J 

Jators:in ·over-atocking the .markets,. aDd telling for' t'WC>· whai wmlld 
llave been. eagerly boagllt for iix. . · -. . :1 , , · . ', ;.·, • : 

. The neighbourhood of the capital · is an unpleasant .plaOO, being 
·euiTodnded. ·wi~ sand~ aand .. hiUs of ~'i~coDeiderabtesiae; fortned 
by the wind· blowing the sand in heaps in varioui: directions, whida 
~come halfindurated, aod~appear .atratmed; ; . The exoesawel,¥1ligh . 
wiDds .'Whicb.treqoeatly. pntvail blow .-e !18ad~eo ·asito·&e verrttit- . 
agi'eeable,.as.it eatetS every partoftbe hou• · · ; • · . .: . . · .-. .... , :,·,:~. 

· The cattle bred in this capitania are very -DUUlei'OOt,· and;·Jarg.t 
herds .are b(Ooght, hither from the Spanish· ~tien... · · ·; :: ... , ~ i :; 
: The: large ri~er Uniguay : rise&· in 'tbis·:<apitanik;; and ·emptiet: 

.itJelf. into ·the. river .Plata, a:, little above .Buenos. ·AyNS·: there 6te 
aumerous otben o(' leBa .amrequenee, the banks:t>fiwhicb ~l~ 
ttored with wood. .Some attempts•were lately ;made,•b.tmieers-~Vtt' 
frOm Villa . Ric~ :to W'Qt'k gold.wasbings.: •In ·tbeneigbboutbood Of 
tile capital th~y · have coal, a specimen·of.which lbave ·seen.·' ·From 
the same district; I a • gentleman· shewed me a• aubetatW:e' · whielii lie 
rould not' define ; on seeing it,· I asked hi'm if he was certain that' it ' 
eame. from thence; be.asiured me that. he was.: I tbett told him it 
wal wolfram ; ·and -stated that this metal &trongly ·indicated. tin, ol 
which it is frequently an attendant in. : Europe, though probably 'it · 

. may not be so in America or Asia. · :It was amorphous, not rounded · 

Digitized byGoogle 



( 810 ) 

by friction; and. weighed .at Jeait a pciuDd~ : ·or the gec*gj of tbik 
capitania very little is known. · · · 
·· In various ._ parts jaguari, aad other beasts of -prey, are Wlj cam.; 
moo. Amoog the·gn.nivorou8 animals are capivarae Of ·great·s•t. 
deer in great numbers, and armadillos, which aftOrd exCellent eatiof 
l'lheli roaated. or birds, there are ostriches of the dark<OIOured 
apeci~, wbi~h go about in locka in great bumbers. There are· 
eagles, hawks, aud other birds of prey, particularly a apeciei . of 
crow of the ·vulture kind. . Cranes, storks, wild turkeys, ducb. ~ 
Widges, homed ploven, ·goat-sackers, homed owli, small.pamats, c. .. 
dioals, humming birds, &c. are found in gft&t rjwilben. 
· ·The inbabitanta are• genei'ally speaking; athletiC and robuat., and 
~ extremely fond of riding, as not· to go the smallest diatuace on. 
fOOt. · They ·are . esteemed exeetleilt laorlemen~ and: ~tly. sorpasi 
their neighbours in ~terity and agility. particularlj io ~ 
cattle with the balls anti the luo. But .it ought to be understood 
that the Spaniards have Peooa on the~r farms, who are mote nearly 
allied to the Indians than to them, ·whereas the Portugue.e haVe 
Creoliana, bred up to the bueineas, or ~pert negroes. who a.,e ioferior 
w ndne in this labour. · ·· . . · 

It is singular to European8, that 'in this ·fine Climate, ·where the 
tbennometer is frequently below .W° Fahrenheit, and where are bred 
as fine .co~s as .anY in the world, and every convenienee is at· hand 
for dairies~ :neither butter nor ch~ is made, except on particular 
occasiooi ; DOr. is milk even for coffee to be procured at all times. 
It n-ay: probat;.ly be urged that the production of these artida would 
oot answer the purpose of the farm~rs : but certainly it oiiglit be 
made to do so ; and I hesitate not to say, that a bund'red cows, kept 
for dairy purpoees, would yield to any man· capable of rearing, train .. 
ing, and managing them, a greater profit than any other part of bu .. 
·bandry. This colony might easily be made to supp1y the neigh. 
bo\lring dietri<:ts, and even the whole of Bruil; with theB6 articleS. .. 

·.9 . ' . 
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A number of years ago some hemp ~ -IP."9~~ - here by order of 
(J:Mermaeat-z· ,it pt:Q~~:--~~~ :I?W: ~~~~flQ~~ .~cau~ it 
lftll. troublato~fto i~" rm«!,:~~~ ,~hl . .-PQ~~Y~~~~ .. •uffi~~en~ 
p:rofit.• 1·' ; :- : - ·.-·.- !·,· ··tl!· ~hi.'"·' ,;;: !(,; 'r: ·t:- ; 1 .; ' .: • • :• li " -:J .! 11 '•· !': · r .· .• 

L-In SOmei p~ ~p-."re_ :v~ry. ~~~~,p~~bJy wJ9~-~~~- soon 
be made :from them, •s_;th•-~~~~ hP.d l?Y :tbemQ~e~tcy. ppon 
her colonies :is no" re•oveA ... , 1 · •• , .. : . 1 1 . • · . • ~ ••• , .. • · • ..... ·. ' .. • • " • 4 ~. • , 1.. -..,' '-•' J 1 ' • • .. ~ • I~ • . • ~ t\ "'( • • •·t C #''J _, >: 

· -For. the last two or:~: y,~ra~. :trQop~ hav~ ~e~ .~p.tin~Y-.~nt 
ta.Rio 618DfW. Y.4ele~;tfaOJ.~~~'- di~~~t, ·~-~:~f 
for any espeditiontt ,abouJ4. hoitijtiti-.. ®~~~. witA-: ~~ .~e~Ji,· 
~-· .. · Perhapl in tOO~~, aould: a, ·~Ji-~ maill~ ... ~ 1'
•pta:e, I~ cawalrr .-.nds :~in, the higbeaJ: .eputat.ion~ -~ ,~ 
iyiag-artillery_~is:-~q ·t•·t.·eqnt~~tQ,ap.J ~;~pe •i. ·~-if~~.~ 
paobatie, lllhen: • maaidef' · ,t._e C."'Jk.lboe :.af, ~r-.bo~ :an4, th~ 
diaoipli~tuta:a.cp bavea81dergQM,4V4e~·diey·left St.:.PaW(~ .. , 
.. ~ ' .. : :. !1 . ,, t1? ~·J •. ~ ~ . , ·. \ . !.~ ~;t,,~, ,,;;. ' ., .. ' •t. J ... ,: • • t. '· ) ; _., 1 : . ·.,. ~ ;,;~ 

• • 1· 4,. ., ·. .: • f.., . • • · · . • • , 
~., •. ,)·1,11· • . \.; .•. 'flo/ ... 1 -• tf·lf , , .•' 'JI · . ' . • \ ·.. . . : ~ '$_ ~ 

I 
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CHAP.· XX • . I• 

I . 

Qmeral Obaeroa_titma ~ the Trade from England to 'B~azil.' 
~ . . ; . ; . . . ' . . : ' . . 

', 

U .AVING, .in·a preceding part of this w:olk, 11tated the.impbrtance 
.Jr :'t·;of'Riorde Jamriro as ·a .port whic&, 'ftvni ·its··IOc&lit_y;. appeara 
destined ·by nat~ tO become the: metropo~s of .a v&JJt. empire, and 
tie ·centre of.ao:mteosi:ve ·commerce,.it.may not be hilpropet in this 
plaCe; to treat more•;UJ •large ~n this :interesting subject. . . · · · · 
'·'·The ships beat. Calelilated:fOr .trade. hom. 'Eogiand are ·those ~wliich 
caiiy ·aboUt four buDdred.toos,J aod. JaiL well:· .it is p-.tieutarJ,.:n~ 
sary that they should have the latter quality; for, if th~y have not, 
the voyage from thence to England is frequently rendered very 
tedious by their being driven so far to the westward by the north-east 
trade-wind. Owing to this circumstance, it is not uricommon for a 
packet, or fast-sailing sbi p, to make a passage from the· coast of 
Brazil to England in five or six weeks, when a h~avy-sailing vessel 
is double that time in arriving at her destination. The best season 
for sailing from England, and that which afFords th~ greatest proba
bility of making a short passage, is the month of February or March, 
because then the north-east winds prevail. l should advise crossing 
the line in not less than ~2°, nor more than i5• west longitude, if 
the destination be the Plata or Rio de Janeiro, as I have twice ex
perienced very heavy calms in crossing the Iine"ootween·19° and tef. 
Ships bound to Bahia, Pernambuco, and perts more northerly, will 
of course cross the line more to the westward,, as th~y will h\lve 
nothing to fea~ : but the south-west tr.a<;f~~~i~~ woui<l general:ly 
cause ships gomg farther south to fall m w1th the land too soon. 
Should that be the case, I would advise them, if they make the land 

.9!' 
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to· the. north· of' the .AilboroxQS! .. ;: to:lasep in-.shore, ai: tbe·land-breeae 
frequently blows along-shore until mid-day. T~.ports.oo~thiS.cQM~ 
moe· iu. perai ·~ :ana . .Seoare;. nc;verthelea&: it· ~S· highly .desirable! to 
oo•provided· with good anchors and eablesi .patticulatty in: _the ·Rio d4r 
Ia Plata. In tJie: Portugrieze territories. the pcnt .. cbargea are not llO 

expenai•e as formerly I; a f;\ollar ' per da3· is exacted, for ,ancho~~ 
which·fonns 'the ·principal .char:ge. I particularly recommend :that 
all · homew'ard.-bou'nd ibips , should· lay in a·.·sUfliciency:ar; n~~-~~Y 
stores, espe~lly of ~alf:,r,. s~ ~ ~·.rn~:ke th~ . passa~ witllOu~ ·b~ng 
obliged tO go into the ~est,ein .. ~~~~. a~. t~ere ·. the . po~b~rgea :and 
att.eDdant : e:xpences,'_iu-e very e:Xorhif4nl;- . tb~gb. the .Qnly. .artie)$ 
W~· · are a rew E"iisks .of ~a~e!,. ~4 'Ia. hundred we~ght ·0~ :'ty,o Q{ 
bread . ..J ' . ' ' • . ' . , • , ·· ; • I • , ' J 

• ' t. ' . . . • . . . ~ .... , ••.. , . .. .. ' 

. . 'Fctt ·JOadiug vessels,.peeu,,iar boa~$, so frequently ·us.ed .io the.WB&t 
Indies~ ·are · by: rid·meam wau.t~<L-io . th~a ports.lholl@h. good,bbaJis 
are always. abaolatdy neCessary ... . Ships:are :~loadediJia: lliolde Ja+ 
hoiro~ aud · otber peuta !of Braml,. · asuwell ·~ :ia tbe ·Plata, . . by Jigh~(Jf 
aihich ·are v~1y ·exp~n.sive, and:difticult.to: ~·prooured :when _mny 
'&bips·arel~ing. · · • : . .. .. ~i . · . . : • ... · · : .. ... ! · ,~ ,;1 

: When· a yeue\·eDten:uy:of.tlle.ports~:the beald:a-boatand.-., 
~t make·a ·v.qit .before .al;e ~nc~, !ftPd. ~jr·repqrt-.i&·iBtpiediatdjf 
'made.;' after· which, proiW'. oftloers,. calle_d ·guards,· are seat1on board. 
These.·m&n,·io gebei'al am:uot. very.libeq.Uly .. prov.idedtfor ; .:they .am 
extreqaely .civ.il·aad •.llCCOmmodating, •&DdLAHtghl to .be:. treated :Wlth 
·respect: Since: thoeatablisbment of t.be1 tteaty, of .('t)Dlmeree ·betw= 
·this· government :and. tba.t ·of· Brazil;· the. oootraband ·trade, baa· been 
almost. done ..... ,.; for the duties . are· ~ow· .much· reduced, and· the 
ac~ommodatioo whieh, the judge and subordinate .otlicers. of. th~ te,us-

: · .. ! 
. · : . : . 

.: ! . . ; • 

. .. . . 
• : • It !has bocia foancl, bowotor, ftoJil .moclc;ra s.nel' thaUfleee. roc:b are bJ DO JDQIIUO 

~ngero1JI as :~ h~v~ been ~tpd. , . . .. . . , . · . . . . . 
··TT '2 . ·., .· : .. ; ... , .· .. ·. 
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t&D).;:bOuae ~~ diaporei ·to a.1loW' is such, as to tender that .• ,..,_ 
piactkeunneeessary:· . . ··. ·! · · · .: •. ·. ·: ir : : _;, . .... 

·: ·It ·may not· be: improper in this. place; to·deacribe the~--
l*Oduced · in; Rio· de Jaomm bJ the -a:ceuive eommercial.speeula• 
'tioil$ in~ which our merchants· entered, immediately after .the. emi:
gration of the Coun · of Portugal,- aud which· C9•1d olaly be- equaBed 
by those which followed ·our .expeditioos.to the. Rio de ia Plata. ... ·· 
· · .. Owing to the incredible competition or struggle · ainong -ear .• ._ 
·chants, ·who whould send moat ships and cargoes to acoaDtr,n .w.Jae 
civilit&ed population, exclusive of slaYes, does not exceed eight bun· 
dted:tho'U881ld soul's; (oDe-third, at least; of whom may be :aid.tD 
·make uee ~bly ofwbat·their laod .producea,) it is Datu~ to·sup..
that the tnarket would be almost instantly oventocked. So: ·sreu 
'Mld 80 Ubtttpected 'l\'U:the.linflux of;EngliJh·mDufacturea iJato,Rio 
de JaneirO', ·within a few da,., after: d\e arriY&I :of the Prince• t1w.t 
·the rent of houses to put·them iinto. t;.ecame eDOI'IDOUily dear .. . ::The 
bar was cov~ witb shipB;ialld the eaatom~oo.e 1000 dw.dlowed 

'~ goods·: ·even ~t; 'caiab: Of ironmonger,, ami ·r;Jails;· •it.-.. 
·hogsheads of cheese, bats, together with an immeme·;quaotity oi 
·erues· and ·bdgahe.!ds of eAtt.Mn:-.nd glass· ware,··awttaae~·bo.Ued and. 
·b&rtelled porterf~~· gtilbti:reaib' tar, ·A;c. ·were !e~~posed; DGIIt oalj 
tO 'the sun !ad rain, but ·to .general depredatioL .t!l'he inbahitaata;af 

· Rio de J aoeiro, and· ·more ~pamcnlarly· ·some ol! the Creolians and 
·itiUgers ·frbttl the lntaioi.- ·thought that· dJese :pc~s.'.rerelplaoed 
·there 'for -their · benefit,·· itnd extolled the goodoesa •nd :generosit1-of 
·~ ·English, wlio strewed· th~ beach tol a pat:l8stent with anielea 
thr which. ~~- ·own· ·oomitrymen bad. bwetof<Jre:cbalpci them such 
high ·prices.; :It is'trUe 'that tbe .gendemea tntritated with these.v..a.. 
luable consignments did apply for oentin~l· to be placed to guard 

· ilie articles thus exposed, and their request waa immediately com .. 
· plied.·~itb. ·. Tb_e :~e~olt wu such • might easily Juwe beea •nticl. 
pat,.ed from . such watchmen, many of whom did not fail to pJOfit 
largely · by· the ~ppointmeQt. In the coune . Qf several weeka .the 
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beach·began m:Mseame a lees;Ol'Owded. appearance,; :seme. few fJf the 
goods were taken·to_. the reaideat:e of .. their-ow.nen. othen wero r&e 

•OWieli) 'but; ·tD wllat:place;'.• !by. wlloib. ·there. w.aa no ·••Y .c-4 ...... 
tai+ing~; · aitcL ~ tery 'grea~JB'OpoitioD·W88 ¥Old at the euttom-h~ 
for llae beac.fil tf the ~ •• , . This ·atra~mt. so frequently 
praiJtiaed, '(an~ ·oartamly· deaervios of ~ ;se,$'elt ~hension,) ·af. 
'ter.iards operated :•·~ ft1.1 serious .injury to. the replar sale, of~ a~ 
Glee; -(or; aa the-marlralwae:ao.cmatocked,·BC&rfjely any:one ~d 
eftftr money:h geodi,s~ at~ GultoQl.;.h()u~ sales. At tbe. de
·preci&tion ·~Cl,: nomber)eas .packaps· were there .e~ .for 
·aaJe, in part 4amiagecl; or appareatly •· ! •• lo4eed,. little. ~re ·than 
:the .mark of .. a.oord 1011Jille mliUde . of·ei •si,Qg)ei ..U.tle.: « a~ CQtner 
.fiiscoloored, 1a a'pukage batwever JarAC't: was a, s\18icieot-pft?tellt for 
PftMADi.-11Dd p~.,:-.. tG .be. da~; .. By.~ 
:of this. sentence; so eUily:.obtained •. , great qu•ntitits. of goo4a we" 
brought t9 the lsamlaeriathe~DI,.bo.uae waehoueee. UAder ev.etJ 
~8e : · · thua< :tile .Gw.Deil. ftJC<W.erecl the amouot .iQsure4 fQr, 
.IIMI 1be :insu~a~··last· tbe ~ between .that sum aod tb6 priCit 
they .were sol~ at, allo .the atteadaat e&pencea. · Many; of the ·uqde,.. 
·•wia. will, ne· cloubtt · .ref:ain· a lasting. iememblance .of. the aelet 
.-hidl,too~ plaee at;Rio .-cle.Jandro, and other parts of·Souf.4.Am0. 
ri~for tl&eir ~- ·: .. ·.. · .·. r.. . . . : 

": ,, fi'o!tbe·aerioU. :·IOale.-' thus occasiollM by an overstocked· m•rket. 
'aal. by :·~ *crifice of: pds .at whateYer price ,could· be obtain~, 
ay tie·addedi·another~.whieh origiaatai in the.ipollUlCe.:or~, 
per&oas who sent out artielet to a consi:derable amou~t not at all 
l1lited to the· country ;. one speculator, of wonderful foresight, aent 
largf;! invoices of, staya f• lad~ who never .heard of such armour ; 
.aaotber sent skates-. ·· for the use . of . a. people w.ho .are totally .u~
·· fonned that w•r. can beoome iee; a .third .sent Ollt· a ~derable 
-asaortment of the most elegant coflin.fumiture, not knowing that 
.eoffinl.are never used by the Brazilians,; or in the Plata. To these 
,.. a.beurd speculations may be added num~rous o~~' paJticularty in 
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ariidles or taste : .elegal\t ~ides~ of• oot;·gli• w.ere·litde !~ 
by men' accUstomed to'd..r..k OOt ofa~hOm or. a cucoa .. kult-sheH ;' eai 
brilliant •cb~utd~liets ·.were' ~stiUu hs .yalue.d ··in·: a. mantty wheli! .only 
lamps-ith-clt· · affi>rockl !a gloomy light ;w~: Ulef;l •. ··: ·Supcrioe ~womlisa 
eldtbs'1~re equally ill-suited ·to the market;. · ~ no~o~ ~ought:them. 
sufficiently strong. : An immense·. quantity 'of hi~h-priced saddJes. 
al\d-ibou&ands· of whips•, w.~&ent·out tp a peop1e as iqcapable.of 
ad.~pting thelil as' they were ofcnowin~their coovenieJJce. ['bey_..,~ 
~toni8bea to · see .English me~ . ride ~n. s\J!!b saddles - ·..Or .could they 
imagine·· .any thing JDote inseC:un;. Of the :brjHies ·icucely 8ay u..; 
c~ukl. be. rn&de, as the: bit :was· ~oot: .. ulated.--torbep the ·btne.or 
~"'Je ·itt 'Nbo.rdi.na~iotrt• ·(.these ai:tieles ~.were ·Of .-mur.Se sacrificed .. 
~re~t {}tl~~~~ Of· tbe ·nllils ·aDd ·it'OD~~ :~use~,· aS they 
w~re ·noi. lc~Jculated for ibe:. general purp<ilas: m thq people. · LarsrJ 
c~rgoes· of'Mapchester goods ·:w.ere.-e,9t.; a11d,:in a few montb~~smore 
•rJi,ed·,ihan~bad been eonsumeci in~U.e·Cooise of twenty.yean p,.. 
eeding.· No discrimination was .used.in the &SsoRnient of these arfi. 
~tes.,. ')'itb 'respect either to quality or.nneiless;so ·tliat·commoa :print-. 
were diS(X.>SOO -'.Of at less than a shilling a yard, and ftequ81ltJy.in i;Mtr
ter. ·· Fish· from N ewfoundla,nd: met with. a· .similu . &te, .8Jso por.ter~ 
~~~ quantities of which, in .barrels; arrived :among·~ people, ·of 
'fhc;>m a few only bad tasted that article as a luxury. How. the ~Jh' 
P,~~ :~n London,. and .oth~ BritiSh ports; eould imagine that ~potter 
.wp~~d ·at 00ce beoome • ·geaeral beverage, it is dificult to' c~ei:ve; 
~~a~y· wben .. seut· in :barrels • .. These cargoes, being .u.asaleable; 
~~~ of·ooime •arehoo&ef;l,,aod of course spoiled. New.fouadland 
~~b, thQ.t. was. generally sold ·at from twelve _to twenty doBais· per 
.qui.-taJ., Wa& ·now :unsaleable.at four~ and iD m~ny instan~ did not 
-p.Qy'l\J1$1ebousewroom. Eart:henware was . perhaps rather more fa. 
·~~ly received tb,aQ, many. of. the ·former artieJes; for platest &e~ 
, .t:i- .:. ! .: . . ) . .; · ... ~. , J • . . . 
: ';; (, 

• .! • 
. '': . • ' : ~ ·' ! . . . • . 

· ·-.~. ~ ~ ~.~ i4 ~ of.tuiiici~~ length t• ~:the~~ of a w~p. 
.. ' . ... . . ,. 
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19()D came into general· use. Havipg·enumerated various. oomtriodi
ties which s~d a general depitciSti90, it may be sufficient to add 
"that many iiivoices·of:faneygoods,- :and suCh as do not constiiute a 
staple trade; ·were·sold,at from sixty tn.seventy percent. under:oosts 
and charges, and .Qthen;were totally·~. : ·To enter more into detail 
would be unneceauy : ·it :is: hoped 'tbat .tbe trade·will .in.time find its 
~lar c&urse, :and that' the ~venturers · will deri~ .from· it 90Dle 
eompe.DIBtion' for their .furmer loss~,· though no possible: change· cau 
repair ~he :tOtal ruin wbi«h: numbasl have- ilicured, · EX}Jerienoo·•Will 
&Ow•have'fully shewn the .fallac1·!0f;thqse gOlden:hopes whieb ·iome 
pir9dDe eoneeived. froa, the repatitcbwealth : of South A~nrica; i .and 
we shall :ao longer hear of those !absurdities which cha~cterised the 
fint commereial ·speeulations to the river Ple:ta. ' :What muit·hav~ 
been lhe·deluaiOaa of 'those ·.tfaders who aent ·out tools;• forlited witti 
a ·hatchet :em one side and a hanimer'oD!tae other~ forehe ·cailvenieo. 
cy. (Jf bmaking: the rocks,. aod oatting the preeious· metals from them~ 
as ·if they imagined that ·a man had only to go·iato .the'niountains.
aild cut 8fl much gold as wou-ld pay· for· tht. artie I~ . he1 wanted ' . . : 
- · Other evilS resulted from these ill-jooged and · excessive. spectflai.
tioas to South .America, W.h!eh .might naturally have :been antici.o 
pated. :The. 6nt was, that the produce was bought up with·.~ucb 
·aYidity- that many articles were soon d01lble their ordinary value, aad 
tontiiwed to rise·· as ·our maillifactures lowered.:. :But,this!Jnis not 
aH : the purcltaseni ·Sil~ered equally from their· ignof!lnce of the qua-. 
lity· of'the articles,· as from their eage~eas in p~rehaaiog them. For 
iustance; ,any ·kind ofsebaceouti matter was ·greedily bought f6r. tal
Jaw:;· arid numberleis hides,- spoiled in the drying ·and eaten by the 
grub, met with ready sale. Little . atteo~ion was paid to 'the state 
they were in:; and thus· it frequently happened that Iota and cargbes 
of those articles, instead of ~imb~rsing the ad.venturer to whom thej 
\!~ .®naigned,· scar~Jy p~id &.eigb~. an4 ·cbarpi. 'f~s was also the 
ca~e wi~h coffee . and. other staple artielea. · Many . gentlemen, more 
"now.hig t.bao .others, ~nt home Iota of c:uriout~ wQOd, and. even en. 
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tered into the iUieit 'rade ,of ellippiog the dy.e-w:ood. w.hi8h. pnera.n, 
proved 'llery .disadvantageo.us, iaS the wood of that species grown iit 
tbe.vicinity. of Rio de ·Janeiro is ·very U.,ferior. in quality to. that of 
Pernambuco,. from wbeace !bat trade:ia allowed by contract. Tbe 
folly of .speculation did. not.lfot> here·: precious stones ap.peared to. 
offer the moat abundant source of riches; the generalcalculatioo waa 
made upon the price at which they 101d in London : but every. 
trader bought them. more or le!Sa, . at the price at which they were 
688red.; . in•piOO& of goods: were· butered for some,. which in Loild~n 
would eeU for, comparatively~· a: trifte, ;as• they'.we~e tak~n without dilh 
crimipatioa. ~ as to· ·quality or perrecqOD; tolirm~linei were IOid ~ 
emeralds, cry&Ws for topazes; :and both com moo atDnea aacl vitreous 
paste :hare .. been bought as . diamonds· to. :a considetable amount .. 
:Both gold.alld .. diaDlonds werelwell .. kJJOwn to be pJOdUced in Bruil; 
and. tbeir;·:beiag\ .by.·Jaw- colltraband; ·•w.as a . satlicieDt1 ·temptation :te 
eager.: speeulaton who; had De\7tn"' beiore 'l8eD . either . in . their. natiy~ 
qtate.. · .. ·False· diamon~s · were . weighed . with. acrupulou~eu, imcl 
bought: ·with avidity, to aelL by tbe.•fUies·stated by Jefteriea. GOW,. 
du8t:,.'a~it ii CDIBmonly oallecl,:· appeared.io no inoonaiderable.qnan. 
tit.Yt· and,. after bei~g weighed·With equal exaotnesS,:was·bo1lght 01 
bartered for, Bot previeus·to tb~ many samples underwent thefol,~ 
ro.iiog. euy and ingenious prooees :-The bras$ paua pu~~·~ 
~ Englishjwere filed,- and: mixed witb ·tltegold:in.the propodiion.of 
~ five 'to ten . per. cient~, -according t.o· the opiDion which ;the seller 
formed.of-th~ s&gacity of the penon with whom he bad to deal: lWMl 
thus; by a .simple contrivance,· some of our countrymen repurchased 
at three. OT. ·four guin~s· per GUnce tbe 'Very· article which they: haci 
baore.-sold at ts, 6d. per poand •. · 
,._· ·In .enumerating the loeses, occasioned by the depreciation of goods; . 
I have omitted to notice the heavy· expellee& upon them after the . 
purebase, ·as packing,' shipping,. coilvoy-duty, .freight, insurance, 
commission; ·and.otber incidental chargea. Then-suppose any staple 
article to be bought ; · there are the ealpeocel of commission to. 
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buying, of warehouse-room, 'shipping and the attendant fee8, freight; . 
and insurance ; and~· on the ~mval of the merohandize in England; 
tftere are duties, · dockage, warehou8e-room, and many other .items 
which ' leave no small interest in the hands ·of those ·who· dO" the 
business. .. . . 
·. It' is scarcely possible to imagine, much less 'to describe, the dis. 
appointment which prevailed among mercantile' ~nt1emen . a· few 
months .after their arrival in SOut~ America, p~J1icularly among 
those who had orders noi ·to sell the goods entrusted to them lower 
than· ihe . prices. specified. . . . 

Their ~nguine ,ex-pectations of inCalculable .heaps or ban of gold 
speedily vanish~ ; .. many . persons came to look at their stores, 
but few oft"ered to.l>uj; . and', incredible as it may appear;. y.et .it' is 
true, ·that when ·goo(;lsi were oft"ered · to them at half the Qriginal 
cost,· they invariably exclaimed, " · Very . d~au.". ·Scenes of this 
kind I 'have repeatedly witnessed, and could scarcely suppress my 
indignation . at . seeing goods thus depreciated, which a few mc;)liths 
before were so eagerly sought after. Gentlemen consignees ~ 
situated w~re at a loss how to act : the duties, rents,- c~afges, ·and 
other expences were high, .and must peremptorily be paid; their 
only· resource wa& to open a shop or room for the purpose of selling 
their goods by retail. . . . 

These gentlemen bad calculated upon doing business only in the. 
b~rge way, similar .to our first mercantile houses: they bad· set apart 
their hours. for horse-exercise, and for going to their oountry~a-.; 
The· idea of ~ending by retail was a bitter which destroyed all their 
pleasing ~nticipations of doi.rig business in style : they came QUt as. 
merchants, and could not stoop to be shopkeepers ; and many of 
them, rather tllan yield to that degradation, sent goods ·to auctiona, 

~ Delicate c~nnecti~ns .. ~ soon formed, and femalea of tho obtc:ureat claM appcan4 
dreucd in the most costly cstreme of Englieh f'aahion. · 

u t1 
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Others with more prudence accommodated themselves to cireum• 
stances, and were not oft"ended at being· asked for a pair ·of bootS or 
a bat. These persons reaped all the advantage of the trade, as they 
got their price by selling to those whose necessities prompted them 
to purchase, and were ever ready to sell by the package when a.,. 
portunity oft"ered. Many of these gentlemen, it is true, have been 
much blamed by the consignors, who have expressed great dissatis
faction at their proceedings, botb in tlie disposal of the property. 
sent to them, and in purc.base of merchandise. to retum ; theBe com
plaints were, perhaps, in some degree founded in reason, though 
niuch may be said in extenuation of the former, not ooly on the 
ground of their want of experience,-but the unexampled situatiOn.of 
affain ; for a respectable and' confidential elerk, however capable of 
eopyiDg at1 invoice, going to Lloyd's, or casting up a page in a JecJ... 
ger, BlUSt make a very poor figure as a tradesman, ·being very inca
pable of ascertaining or stating the merits of manufactured goOdS. 
arid still less qualified to· purchase the staple articles aDd general 
prod~ce of the country. Th~. severe and grievous disadvantages 
frequently gave the Brazilians the double advantage of buying below 
the market~ price, and of seUing above it. 

From these and many other unfortunate and ~diaaatrous circutn
stances, the trade could not fail to become gradually worse . and 
worse ; ·hence it is' very natural to imagine that necessitous con· 
signors, eager to see the gold which they had so long and so va4nly 
anticipated, ·became pressing for remittances. One disappointment 
succeeded another ; remonstrances were made ;. and powers of at .. 
tomey were at l€mgth. sent out almost by cargoes ; property was re
mo~ed from one. consignee to· another, at great e:xpence, but to no 
purpose. · At. home the greatest confusion · prevailed fi>r want of 
money, until that lamentable and . unfortunate epoch, when the 
columns of the Gazette were filled with the names of those very 
respectable merchants, who, before those ruinous speculations, were 
in a state of aftluence. · 
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-Misudentarldiogs frequently. arose between the English ~d ·.the 
Portuguete; either in making contracts, or in not complying with 
them ; and they were continually prosecuting each oth~r fOr injuries 
which both parties professed to have sustained . . These litigations 
migbt.have terminated very expensively, if not otherwise seriously, 
had not the ~ise measures of the Judge Conservador, approved by 
His Excellency Lord Strangford, prevented the perplexities of legal 
proceedings. The appeals of the English were. alw~ys beard ; they 
were strangers whom His Royal Highness protected, and they ever 
found in the Conde de Linhares a firm and powerful friend, and in 
the British AmbassadOr a wise and prudent supporter of their claims. 
They were .allowed peculiar privileges, similar to those enjoyed by 
the nobles in Portugal : they could also claim ~possession of houses 
iaJiaiJited . by useless families ; their rents could not be raised ; . and, 
ia cue of embarrassment in their aft"airs, an appeal to the·Prinee 
proeured them a term of ten years, during which their crediton could . 
not :molest tbem. These and ma1;1y other acts of. favour toward the 
~ certainly· excited the jealousy of t}le resident Portuguezet 
w.ho di'erquently exclaimed, thl\t: to live in Brazil it was necessary to 
becoDae, an Englishman. 

Hai ·it been posaible .to bring the whole trade to Brazil under one 
iotereat, many. of" these :fatal consequeoces. inight have been pre. 
vented. It should have been ·under the ci>ntrol and direction of ex• 
perienced merchants, who would have sent out such articles as were 
knoWD to be wan~d, and whose agents would have been actively 
e~ployed in obtaining intelligence respecting the: population of the 
country, its produce, and its consumption, particularly in goods of 
English manufacture. Interest would naturally prompt them to 
order and buy all that the country required, and return to this coun
try those articles which were most likely to answer the general demand. 

If the trade had been properly conducted, we should have received 
for a fifth of the produce which ·has been sold the same amount 
wllich bas ~ paid for· the whole, and it is certain that the pur

uui 
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cliasen·wotild have' been be~r satisfied·; ~r, to vend g00f18 at .. ~~ 
sooable. price is the ceitain way to keep 'the demand ·steady; but to 
force them up(>n the ~onsumer, whether be wants them or not, .is ·to 
render what was 'once a luxury 8o common as· to becOme eontemptible; 
. · ln the Plata, the monied men bought very largely of the eargoes 
which first arrived, and were afterwards considerable losers· by the 
overflow which took place, when men· of less· capital bought for ten 
thousand dollars, what a few \veeks·before 8old for fifteen or · twenty~ 
In Rio de J aoeiro the case was somewhat di1Ferent ; for the monied 
men thought Mie English manufactures inexhaustible; 'and therefore 
kept back their gold, lea\•ing the !trade principally to men of a se
coildary 'class, who bought with great c~ution, and sold verypromptly,' 
for fear of a further. depredation·. · ' · . · . · · ' ! ! : . : : . r · 

;' :Having'stated the 'ruinous consequences of sending.oo.tigeods noe 
saleable, 'it. may be proper to point out the articles in tgeneral con~ 
irlmption; though even 'these may be· sold at great loss if the· rna~ 
be ·overstotked;·for trade must·d~pentl' on: the . wants ·and: neCessities 
of..th~ consumer: If a pemon·.~es &e•en ·or.eight:hats; as lqaliy 
coa~, &c. it is unreasonable· ·t;O: suppOse. · that be c~n· wa~t, .iDDie; 
though he may be tempted to purchase, if. oifered · ~t .very: reduced 
prices:· buf even that· must have·ail end,' and a: trad~ .must :5ooo· ex-

. pire where one party is constantly the!loser. This has been too ge
nenilly the ·result of our late speeulatioos · in South· America, ·into 
'vhicb people hurried without calculation or .foresight. · 

I ron and steel are articles for which there is a ~neral ahd coaetaDt 
demand. · · The. smiths prefer Swedish iron, as they have been ~lwa.ys 

. 'accustomed ~0 it, and do not know how to heat and work: the Eog· 
lish. The next article to be mentioned· is salt, in which the Bruiliuis 
are by no means nice. It is· made and loaded at one .or :two places 
on . the coast, but that which is. mo8t esteenre,d comes from the Cape 
de Verde islands;' that brought froin Liverpool is 'generally: used 
in.the.sea-ports.' · 'Common woollens, baizes, a~d· some stout· fine 
clot~s. particulai'IJ :blue: arid ;blac!l; are generally WC?m; also kersey-

9 :.. 
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meres. Cotton goods of almost ever·i description~ especially· if low 
· priced, meet with ready sale.: Hats of alhwrts; (particularly dress
hats,) and . boots and . shoes of English manufacture, have of late 
been sold .in great quantities; the leather is much preferable to·that 
made .in Brazil. Common and finer· earthen ware, and gla8s ; ROme 
sorts of fine and coarse hard-ware ; some plated goods, as. candles 
now begin to· be used instead of lamps~ Bottled porter, Cheshire 
cheese, butter, cheap furniture, tin-plate, brass, lead in varibus 
shapes, .shot ·of all sizes, gunpowder, 'dntg8, &Ome.philO&ppbical in
.atruments, books, low~priCed paper, .. w:atches;;t;Qiescopes, salt -provi
eions, as hams, toagues, and barrelled pork~· l~w.-priced sadlery, and, 
p.l08t of all, India ~od other goods fit .for the African coas~ Marble 

· mortars, .mirrots, and many fancy articles of,less note~ · Sil~ and;·cot•. 
f.4ln hosiery, fashionable dre&SeS for ladies, particularly fine ,atOOkioga 
and shoes. . ... . . . . ~ . : · · · · : . . 

. It is·to be ob~ed that the .mother~ountry still OQntiou'es to send 
oil, .wine, brandy; linens; cottons, so~e silks, and a-variety of articles 
o£ iwerier coBSaiileoce. . India goods; eo•ting chiefty .of cottons, 
are.:sent fmni.tbe~bareoast, and China go64s anHn great·plenty. 
From North· America are.ioip011ed flour, salt: provisions, turpentine, 
tar, staves, ~useh&Jd furniture, &c. · 
. Naval. stores,. clothins for sailors, arms, · &c. may be said to be 
generaUy in demand. . i :-. . . · . • ~. . 

The.stap]e ~rtJoles.Oftrade f~m Brazil and the. river Plate.which are 
most in demand in this couniry, .when its markets are notover8tocked; 
are cottOn~ coffee,. hide8, tallow of gOQd quality; .horns, hair,: fur• 
skins, and feathers. Sugar cannot be enumerated among them; 
~use our. existing colonial regulations prevent 'it from being gene
rally used in this ·co1.)ntry : but Brazil is well calculated· for growing 

·it,- having every conven~ence of situation, and all the materials requi .. 
site for machinery. To the .above may be added· some wood; that 
beautiful species, called jacaranda, here denominated· rose-wood, is 
subject to so high a duty in this country, that it. cannot be generally 
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inttod~ for cabinet nee, that from the .East Indiea. aeeptetl. · .J 
do not· say any thing of indigo, as it is in general inferior. ·. Rice of 
excellent quality is cultivated to great extent. Tobacco, it is .. t& be 
~ped, will be bettercured,.tosuit the English.market; for no-where 
can a soil and climate ·be found .more favourable 'to .the pfoduetioo 
ef that plant than in ~razil. : · 
., Since the emigration of the court from Lisbon, Rio deJaaeiro ID8.J 
be truly calle4 the mart .of-South America, and ia likely to· become a 
aeneral de~t o( goods from the four quarters of the. globe : yet . it• 
0010metce. to Africa, · to India, and tile islands. in the Indian sea be-' 
\9Dging to the ~rown of Portugal, aa well aa its. intercourse with 
ChU.,.has St;arCely been entemd into •. .. So many disappointments, 
caused by the political events in th~ mother-couatry, and so unex• 
~ted an io8ux of goods from England, occasioned such a stagna
tion in commercial dealings, that the opulent merchants were deter
mined not to speculate, and other great capitalists, from · the heavy 
Joeses they· have sustained. were unable. Thus tb~ monopoly ·that 
was hitherto exercised by the former class of. merchants oeaaed·; the 
E.aglis~ took their place, and sold ,goods tO the public in the best 
manner they could. Numbers of public auctions were established, 
and goods of all descrip_!ions were aent thither . to be disposed of in 
the best way poesible, wholesale or retail, in barter, or for money .. 
Thus little was done by private merchants in comparison with what 
was sold at auctions, which indeed appeared· the only pos!$ible mode. 
of vending a great variety of goods. Residents in Rio de J aoeifo. 
and persons from t~e country in great numberi, attended the sales ; 
the general desire was to buy cheap. without any regard to quality. 
From this source branched numerous smaller. tstreams ;. for many 
personi who bought at these sales imme_diately parcelled out the 
pds in smaller assortments, and gave employment to walkiog.shop. 
keepers, who were daily occupied in going from door to door, fol
lOwtd by negroes, bearing on their beads tables.full o~ varioua .,u ... 
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des. Thus muslins~· handkerchiefs, prints, kerseymeres, hardware, 
&c. might be purchased cheaper than they were obtained in England. 

When trade shall have resumed its regular channel, Rio de Ja
neiro will, no doubt, be a grand and gen-eral market for the produce 
of all the ancient Portugueze possessions : it will be a kind of half
way house between Europe and India, and every description of 
Asiatic produce will be found in its warehouses. Brazil, freed from 
colonial restric~ons, will soon become doubly popu1ous; its gold, 
instead of being transported to foreign countries as heretofore, wiU 
circulate among the inhabitants ; and, under a wise legislature, 
it is reasonable to hope that in twenty years this great country will 
rise in prosperity more than any other in the same space of time. 

APPEN-
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I . 

· · · (A.) · Page 44._ · 

. THE revolution of tbe. p~ of Rio de Ia Plata ought not ·to be .. OODSidered 

._ as a mameaaary t»uiDiotioli cauaed by a party, or as a public ferment of·· but 

.transient·duratioD. ·It is ab unmi~ ?roa!eding of an the peoP.e, -which bad 
beeD loug in pnpaiation~ and the ez:ecutioil of which was called for by circum-
-leaotes ~by th_e clismembenneslt of the' Spuiilh monarchy, and by the conaequeat 
aeaeeiity, that AiDeJica should provide tor her' on uSience, by constitutia.g· ber
eelf at iealt ia such a am as should. abelter her .from the nlih that threatened . the 
great whole. To~ it. iD this lightt we: need 'ODiy_ consider ·me simultaneous 
commotions which took place in Other dilltinct pu1B of Spaaiah America, which, 
:without .aay previous Combinalian of plaas, prOduced .the same general results u 
U. .dUs dmlion of the colonies, and which, ~onritbstandiag the diliculties oppoeed 
lo· them,: have luted two years, not oaly ..._ut abatement, but with an accession 
of atrength, from the very obsracles employed to quell them. . 
, , Cotlsidered as a political event which threatens to change the aspect of an ez. 
teosive continent, the rriolution of Buenoe A yrs well merits the trouble and 
attention of ·tracing its cau8es, its prilgtess, and its eJFedl ;· nor ought we to act 
t10 lightly to..-ds'a·pe()ple, a8 tD .tensu're their cmduct, Without aacertaiDing the 
motives and ~bj~ts by which it .wa& actuated. :As the spirit of party ia one of the 
efecta of every revolution, and, aa the innofttiou in Ameri~ must have had u 
many en~es as there were indmdual~ uoited by interest to the ancient form of 
govenunent, or subsiltiag on th iafamoua lllOGOpoly by which she baa been op. 
p~ for three centuries, it will not :appear atrange, that the. eeUilh and the oar. 
fOW'-minded should have misreprelented the 'proceedillgaof the iahabinnts in the O\lt• 
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set of their new career, and should have attacked with calumnies thole men whom 
they could not reduce to submission by force. Whether or not the revolution of 
the provinces of the river Plate be just, whether or not it be well meditated, and 
will in the · end be successful, are problems which I am neither able nor willing to 
solve. Regarding it merely in a historical point of view, I sball proceed to apeak 
of the more recent events, and ettempt to give tbe reader an idea of the awe in 
which those countries are at present, and of tlie manner in which they have 
brought about the changes that are now observable among them. 

For this purpose, it is nec:eaary to.direct GU.-oelllideration to the period anterior 
to the establishment of the present Junta of government, and recur to the evema 
which took place among the people, subsequent to the invasion of the English. 
The mifitary exertions occasioned by that enterprise, awoke the spirit of the in
habitants of the vice. royalty, and excited in ~ a degree of vigour and energy 
of which they had never before been conaciou& The royal authority ezercised by 
'the viceroy, 'uodet' whbse·goveriunesat the COUDtrJ had~ loft ·at. the period Of 
Major-Genelal Bsesforcfe ~ coulcl DCJt but link 1Dto OIGlempt befOre the 
reyes Of a~· who had of themSelves~ the country, mel. had aftet. 
·wards·. ~cc.t"ully proftd theii' ·valoUr .• apD&iJ the :Engtiab ~s. .A. · Yift~GJ 

1Dcapable, if·not pilsiU~ous, who ·had· daDe~ more-than plll;iYely ~ 
-the IDtB of two important places belonging to the~pmish avwn·in. these Coeli-...-, 
..ad 'Who; ·bf his feeble meaaora, ·wasbriapg;ori. other miaforamea, at the: time 
.When Sir- Samuel ·Achmuty· had ~1 occtipied· lloJite..Video, was igDOiidftiousty 

· depo.ed by an extraordinary :hmql of 'the. people, who assembled in the ·CabOde fo 

·treat' of measure~ fit to be · akJpted jp . drc1Jmatance8 so criticaL , I · alWJ ab8tam 
from giving aD 'opinion on tbi8 aigaal proCeftting ·of the people of llueooe AJN*, 

· whick. was ·doubtless po good· augu,Y filr: lbe intensts of die ·metropolis, and ·I 
. know not whether, in. reSpect., 'the iQegality of. ·the. measure~ the col.ouista ought 
m haft waited, for the resolution of tbe ciat.linet of Madrid,· on. a point . which, 
altho.gll· very urgeit~ was, in truth, deliate ; but cenaio u ·is, chat lwl they Jl()t, 

oo this oecaiion4 taken to chemselvea the privileges of the Sov8r.eign, there. n 
· wiacb· risk that .his. ·decisi01l8, wbeo:. they aboukl arrive,· migbt::be 4iapenaed witb. 
This• deposal, .by • ·natural consequence, ga'9e the chair. of the' Vlftroy Sob~ 
to the naval captaia;- Don SantiagC>· Liniefs, a Freac:h. emigraat, wbo . had headed 
·the military expedicion which restored the place ·cO· the Spaniards on the 1 ~tb of 
:AugUM: 18o6, ·aud who ~cupiecl the same rank when it was. innded by General 

· Whitelocke in a8o7. It may, wiah trUih ~.said, ·that a«ident alone elected the 
elevation of tWa' man J . de'foid of. morals, and' a .aim of diaipadon 'and gaming, 
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JwWia,..-·iltoa'IMn'Jieeins ~' whelqhe·~ froal'tacon,Jidoa. of.a 
subaltem 'tD the high ... of 'chief .of ·dlele ~ .o£ wmch:he had juft .,bee& . 

. the Nloier.adcl de&ader, aot.by: .the.e&ct!Of ·hia uWbry.adeDts,"but.through tlW 

. &.vour of fi>itaDe .aJ.oae. .. van of~·-eqwilly1JDex;pected u.cl glori~ lle 

.. detoted himself entirely' to· the- nioet''alllbitioua ·piojects, and finished by uDiting 
h~: with the· revolutkm of. 'SpaiD, wlUch, leaW1g the IIIOIWChy without. a· 
_., aod .diamembering all the parts of that great ·edifice, presented . to him ·the 
11101t: fuoarable field lot- the secuiion: of the ftriooa plans he waa continually 
ilmiiog.. ·At one tiine it ap,..t tiO be his 'iQteution to keep all these piuts of the 

. kingdom iaactiTe,·until the ate· of the-metrOpolis should be dec:ided, and he might 
. join the ·Victc:*iods dyuaty, a. ina done by his. predecealors .in tbe .war of the Suc
cession·; ac aother time, he Opeialy favoured ~ c:auae of the FreJJ,Ch,. and, a,s if he: 
diatrastcd· the lelalt of the c:tmieat, seemed d~ of .precipiwiug these couacries· 
iJlto the pawr of the u.atper. · He- enD ventUred 110 ·issue c:autiouary ~ 

. tioDI of m iosidiouf ..ue, m whieh he- invoked the naaqe of ·lfia Imperial aDd 
I.Oyal M+atY, .. -·~never recoguized. ill. these regions, aocl· eent ~t· 
....,.;.ties with -~ for Napoleon, piag an account ·of the state of the :colony, 
• he·had:done ~eli in the dlae·of,Cbarles IV., when he- addresaecl. to Faria tiW 
aCcowlta d. tbe late defeat ofi the Eugliah in the ri•er Plata; suing, by tbia plausi
ltle.preteat, tbe faour of the ~-of the Deatiaies of Europe, mr auch hei 
etylecl him. · Laatly, he was dispt*d .o- uphold the pnerentioos . of the ·lnfalaaa 
Carlota to the intemal -goftiDIDelll: of ... ..naol'f;: by war af. !l pro,.iaional. ad,. 

aaiaiJt»:adon.: dUriDg die wacenain atate of tile . 8jmMb .JDooarchy. ·.Of aU_ tbeae 
jMio~·.r~··bich 111boald be at a- to dis&aguilh the atourite Olle, cbe 
laasia ·IDCl·, indispeDaable CDDdkion wia, . the pe1011Dtm4:)l of his own cOIIIINIId in 
the- pnMDcea, which is incleal the ead aad ~ of all .~e public. fimc:tioaaria 
ef America.; aad, aa it wu-10 be fared, that ... 6order in the ~- might 
pe:l'iae tD eoJ~~motibna ia the-~ which are .._ to. be clraadecl ~ tbe coa
.._. mathorities, the Vaaroy .Liaiera·tbought proper to ~ tbe real &tate ol 
a6irst 'at lealt tor some ·~, uoDI_he might be able, wkb greater eec:urity, to fix 
Ilia. Yiewa on a certain point. Coaformably to Ibis iafe· liao of policy, he contra

elictecl all die rumours which had· hem &plelid, reapectiDg ~ disastrous fonuoee 
of the house of. Bourhon in--Europe,· 8ll!d ~ gave die lie to all the varying 
acc:ouJd8 coDCeaning·them which were l'CIIi•ed through· prime ·cbaoaels, ao that 
whoever dared to doubt the .sincerity of the l're.odl con,da SpaiD, was ~ 
of trea100 aod bla~y. The magistrates t Oidores) wouldmve eatel'ed_into the 
plaa, laacl it been. merely ·for the -ake of cootinuiog io,tbeir dicees and the~-
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at .. that. time .t'ampcwed· of EurOpecm. Sppiards; m)GID'8d ._._ .afiia·;-
aeeiog. th!eir drift ; for,. from. tbe. ·~e ignarao.ce 1Mich: .xar~D1111y: daarac
te!Ueci every ~vidual·~ them, ·we baYe oot_tbe ~-:aemple.ia.~· 
ing their ju4gment; but, as-a yolamtaryamaelllioa.to. their· aimae:of· boiiDur; we 
·would.ra:the.r allow, that the sole interuioa wbidl . acnated tt.m, 1ias ·a rifre for 
spppressing . bad news. From . these dDfetelit elemema of authority~ · eum:aiagly 
c.ombined by: Linient, WJS formed an extraordinary Junsa,· ·( coavokecl 'and p~ 
sided over·by himself,) to deteimineori.aUpubJic,conaeru which presa11 d 'tbem• 
edves ; t~ establishment, . however, ·wia aci:idleliWr, and prodUced 110· other effect 
than that of giving eiicieJlcy to the :will of their chief.. . • · · · . 1 

.· The arrival ofa Frendl sloop of_ war at• Malcioluulo.ia the 1IIODth. Of July, of~ 
&aCDQ y.ear ( 1807 ), with an emislarf .eent· iry · Napaieon,- patodac:ed a cbaage «. 
acene,· .and developed ~e mys&ery. · Howenr,. as die veaael bad ·..mat at eiuy· 
leagues dip~ce from the eapital, the aHilir was still · J&ini»reeentecl te- the·peopte,: 
who were told that, in proof of the good &ith :.With wbidl. tbe French had entered· 
Spain, Napoleon sent thia ship, laden with muskets and Other ~ in ~er that 
~ey .might defend themselves against the Englilh. The Old Sp8niai-cls resident 
iD. Buatos ·.A y1e11 ·were the greatest dupes dfl this · milenble' im.poaeun: ; · uid for· 
two 8uccasi~e niglita · ahibited the ricliculoua apedlicle of pmdiDg dae itreeb with 
bands of mUsic ~d ligked torches, and remdiirg the air With acclamarions of f"IVti 
N~: sa earnest were they·irl this classic display of their Stupid .foolklmess,· 
that,: it may. be p~, thef. sc:ieed die ~oompMrim even .of thoee wbo Coli
trived :the ' decepcion.· · The •iasaqi. &mag urived at the capital~ tile J1mta 
abov~mentioaed was convepaa,.· and hi& ~-·were .read; they CM&i&ttd. of 
aome-0rders from the aew. miDistera O'Fanel. aad . Aama,. giving an account of 
tbe occ~ at ~uez ad Bay.anae, • the .CODJeqtient abdicatioiJs o~ the' 
crow Of &paia ia .ilvoar .of Josepb •. ln.thele. papers,.reiections were.mlde.oo· 
tbe n~ :of acc8diog to auch :.nieiliares, eteil if it\'IIUe for 110 othtr. ieaoil 
rhfm ·that o£ avoicliog. a Utastr~ ~, which coWii be. piOdaciive of. no advantage, 
as its :1~ result woaid . be the ·rum of the nation, which; in that case, would liaYe
to .yield uncondition:ally to the law of the ec.q\ieror, whereas an opportunity . !loW 
oim:ed,. of peaarably placing ~t its head a wiSe king, supported by the immenSe 
inS~ence and .. power ·~hi& o~t ~·· ·To this 1as klded, a leng'arict 
piteous. narrativ.e of the :evils brought .oa 6peio. by. tbe family of the ~s; 
especially by .its ~u branches, whose: ~uct, ·alahoagh. described. in eX• 
aggerated terms, aad Wirb· ~ maJic:M's deai8n, wa& mt ~:milftpt a aeated ; 
~he whole condaed .with. an· ·~irian to 'the ~ stadog, that . ~ 
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~·s;a.&arda of me m~ expected· tbit they 'woof4 ''conduct·:theitf .. 
selves in this- crilital coajuocfUre, at least, ·Wifb the prudence • wtieh :tlteir fak-e;. r 
&then liad Dianlf8atecl in the war Of the.Succeallion' •. Motecver;-tbere.ciurie ottlers 
frOm the counCil· of Cadle, requiring that oaths of allegiance should·. be' taken 
fbr the Dew ·Kmg Joaeph, with others· for the Emperor Napoleon; and an· additional . 
.... of ·prilated papers were distributed on the oecasion. As these papers ·im;. 
posed a reapoDiibility ·on :tbe chiefs of the. Viceroyalty -for whate-Ver coru:ravention 
• · J'f8i«aace migbt.take place, and as the affair· was of such high: 'iniportance, the 

. pvemmeat. theught they could. free themselves from such reSponsibility bj. . 
tra:Diferring it to tile people, wbo might, of their· own accord, take a reiol'ution:· 
for which they thell18e1Tes waated couNge, and which," being · adoPted . as it 
,rei'e ·by the force of the general will,. would prevent any blame being attri. 
~ted to :the persons in ·po1ln!l" • . The Cabttdo were of opinion, that·.tbe··swe of . 
• monartby should ·be made public, and that, by buming the papers brought. by. 
~ emissaryt (wbicJa wu done to me printed cmee; but not to the ministellialoroe~· 
&c.) .aa idea of the uature· of his c:onuniaaion might &O·.fOrth, and th~. ~ghb 
- wait to see what part the people would take, ·still inclioing them to · ~ 
for a faYOUJ"able.tum to tbe·aisbng dilutere, which, in th~ir judgnient, were' but 
tiallfitory. .Lilliera aectited. all thia in the moat dexterous . manner, ·Without 
qaiing the way agamst . the .&roduedon of bi8 own plaD, · and without lOsing sigh~ 
for a .. moment · of :hia aaa.ctma.t to ., Fft!lleh. The ·proclamation he · .issued,. 
aimoun~g the state of Spain, and the dilappearance of the reigaing faiuily~·. will 
be an etemal monur.Mm: of. hii sildater iDtentioas, as well as a ioUice Of &baoilf to 
~ people, foi . humg iuJI'erikl· him to; insult mem by innking the name . oE 
Nap;aleon in .order tO ·inflame~ theiJ cODAlw:t. . 
· It is naturally to be SllppOied; .that· he ·.W9uld atill keep 011 !Jte beet · terms· with· 
~e French dficer, whom·be treatH, !iD.prime, :with every cil'ility ;: and in . o~ee 
that he migilt olhel1er ·Jilin from ·tbe illlulta .. of .the inakitude, who began' ·to ·he 
diaglllled at tnDIICtic.· 'Wiich:. th.,Y ·could ·not c:Omprehend, as well 'as . that the 
real nature of _. intentiena iuigbt not tralllpire, he persuaded this oflicer to go to 
:t4ante-Video, wbere·he :uiight expect~ .early opportuDity of ieturning to France.J 
the brig dlat broegbt .him hating been run:agrouod to mid m Engliih frigate 
which. was in dmee of her~ .In the courae of a process aftenrards.inftituted 1'$ 

apecting 'the Bight attempted by this .iadividaal~ m oflicialletter has .been published; 
&om Lioiers to the Governor of Mon~ VIdeo,' in' which he. eojoins tbat" the 
greatest respect and attention be paid ·to the pet*?ll oi the · emissary, ·aa charged 
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with.-tnatten of .the greatest iMportaaae :to 1M ._ ~ tM ....., 11'4 (llrdaa 
that evuy. fadley may be albrded Wm for. a speedy· ,rCJtlUU·to Europe. 

·The Govel'DDl' of. Monte.. VIdeo, at this period, was Daa Xavier .Elio, .the._. 
maziwbo wu. there, ·Piltillatelyt \'IDder tbe titleofVtcei!OJ,.cooferreclcJUahy.the 
Juata of CadiZ. He W very powerful motives .for. ~ the CX'Qduct ·ol 
the ·chief, who was now be&iJmiag· to set into nadce. Not a ~r4 had -~ .
Oil:the oath of allegiance to Ferdinand VU., and the ... which tk qc.emtJM~D& 
toOk were ao indirect, that "ff!l'J little penetration wa PeCmaq·to diDwer .ri:alolla 
f'ot doubting the ' sincerity of their iDteMiou. Don Xaft=r EJio rebellecl &om thf 
auhmissiml due to the authority of tbe V'IC!eNJ; atld. fOI'IIUQg. a Juma at' Moaae
Video, in imitation of feveral prolincial Jua1U which w.-e alnlacly lalbWJi to halre 
been· conadtuted in Spain, declared' that ba.woWII-gbey -.o criiaaaces "PMarilw 
from the capital of. the proYiac:e, wbidr he CCJesidered CD ·be opp-eas e II under me 
cnmmand of a traitorous chief. ·Thus a ·pemicio\Js .lesaoD. wu iac:oa~ely give~~, 
by. which the people. did DOt &il to psofit; aa4 »'hatfter. attpnpM may be.llllllieto 
uculpate the refractory proceeidiPp of a ~ pemor,.who woulcl in ao 
t1egree have eadaogered .dae ·cauie of -. llidao by ac:tiPg prud41ldy, .aJMI ...... 
at all eventa have adopted meaiUres of moderate jncauboD, .it c:umot be denied 
that ·this NJDdaknw ·eumple of iDIUibordiDation JDU8t llav.e COlt dear to. its man.. 
gatrirs. Ah eKpeditioD of ttoop1 waa smt by the V'~Ceroy apiDst . Moate-Video, 
and· thua,ifor dle fint· tiaie.'since· .. tbe days oE Pi.tarro. a civil .war broke out m 
• · Spiaisb Americas. · · : · · · ,., 
· Meuiwhile, .I:.ioiera was ·ezteMiag· the empe of. .bia ambirinus view., aad {a 

propordon .ail the ·accUsalibus. •• . hila mulripW, ·he aw the ~ Of 
proCeeding more openly in the ezecudoD. of hla pia-. Hia iirft object ~ to 
gam a iwmidable party ~ the country who might IICial Ilia· m---. aod 1ut 
bepl, by: .raising tO. dlenDk of oftian, the IDOit abaaclonecl JI14!IDben of sx:iesy, 

· aai·othen whdee waDt . Of honour UIUred him that .they would ut whateter 
pai't Jae ·assigned tlaem. The imMiaoa of dae Englilh h.d required an a~ 
tation cL the trOops, beyond the . m~ of the colODial treasury to mV.iD ; 
but-· far &om reducirig die ~ .fotce, u might have. been expectAid 
neil . tJae . urgeocy of the oocuioD which called it fOrth had subsided, be daily 
uagmented it, 1wy creating new regimemB, oae of which be dildDguished by. die 
D8me 'of the GIYIIIJdi4rs '.f LiflilrJ, aad. reserved it as his body-guard, Tke 
adminiltration ·of juatice, which by an absurd pro'fiaion in the COII8tit1llira of t9e 
eolonies is veatecl in the Varoya, waa aubjected ·eatirely to hia &vo~ project_; 
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·despotit 'is hit'fe been all -til& cbWs tdlt by ·the ctOUr-t of Spain to these territor!~, 
Unien ueeecled them all- by . his iniquitouS proceedings in gaining 'partisans. 
nese· dlaorders, and . me multiplied grimmces of the public, ' at length produced 
a great number· of maleoatellfs in Bueaoe· ~ heelf, and the authority of the 
Vsceroy was combated not only in Monte-Vuleo, but alSo ·at hoine. : 
· ·ba tbla Jntc!nat, arriv.ect from ·-Spain, Don Joseph Manuel de Goyeneche, who 
had been appointed brigadier by the Proftiooal Junta of SevUle, anterior to the 
formation of the Central Juata, and was aent il their Commilaioner to promote 
unity and tonfoi'mity of -sentiment between the colonies and the · met:r~ 
This man, whom America will ever blush to number among . her sons, ~ a native 
of 'Arequipa, an4 a meDlber of a rich family, in whose commercial concerns 
he had' gone, aome · tears befere, to the ·Peninsula, where havliig 'disSipated 
the :money intrusted to him by his &thei-, he assumed the Wlifotm :of ·a· captaill 
-of ·milftia,- ad ~ ·ene of the numerous· class of loungers · in Madrid. ··At 
the mtrance of the Preftch into that city, he obtained from Murat, a ·commis
sion to go'td 'Akoerfca 'to mpport the French· cause;- but on his joamey· into 
'.Andalusia, he changed his milld, ancl obtained froin the government of that 
proYince, the charge of ROyal CoDimaioner for South America. On his amval, 
he thought of nothing but making his fortune; and, adhering tO. the interests of 

·thoee who had raised him to the rank of brigadier, recommended, th3t at· all 
events the colOnies should preterVe t1leir l1Dion with the provinces of Spain, 
which had now begun to raise their voice against F.railce. In Monte.Video, he 

. professed his assent to· the· vieWs of ita Majesty the Provincial Junta just then 
establiShed:, and smted, .that his:cemmiasion directed him to form' others in all the 
cities of that Cmdnent. · .()n his arrival at Buenos Ayres, and at· his first conf~ 
renee with Linien aftd. the magUtrates, he entirely changed his language, and de. 
~hired, that the ~t~v-ideaBa deaerved to be called refractory, for having conSti
tuted tbemsel•es in a inanAer not at all legitimate or proper in America. By· thiS 
concessiOn, ho~er, he was enabled to procure a solemn adjuration of the capital 
tO Ferdinand ·VII., which ceremony had been hitherto postponed, as well as a 
recognition of the Junta of Seville, as the legal representative and depository of 

of th~ p(>wers of the sovereign. : 
The' commissioner assumed as many characters as ·. t&e scene required. Seeing 

that the opponents of the Administration were headed by men respectable for their 
wealth and reputation, be was unwilling to lea•e means untried to conciliate them ; 
and he th~fore insinuated, that the precedent of Monte-Video was pro~ to be 
!ollowed. The Cabildo, which. was the centre of opposition to LiDien, gave the 
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aignal ~ ~:U...-ectioa Q8 dle ut of J•uary ·a&Of., by fonaing a pbpel.:r ~ 
.motion ·in fa'tour of the eatabliahment of a Ju•; but tlUs _,"~ W ooly the· 
.~ect of causing the banishment of irs . leaden, who were overpow.eced , by the 
n:oops in the mterest of the Viceroy, and by the ~ of: the magiltratee, 
who were ~raid of loeing th~r ·paste. 
, · It is worthy. of ne>~e, ~t · this . .conspiracy was . enPI'ely the 1VOP.k of Europsn 
Spaniards, ail t\le:Creole8 ~ding with the.·paity in power; -.l ·~ -tbe ~t. ~ 
the lat~er was even ap JUUdl averse f"rc)fll aqy proc~g repuPNlt to their a,:rnpv.Wus 
.fidelity ·to the mother-country, that they rqected all the $1~ \I8E:d .by the 
.D)etropolitans to incite them to this act of rebellion, ~bic:h fail~ . ~ tbef. 1'4-
fused, to co-operate. But although these ~tious tumults -were illefl'ec:tual,. thfJ 
-~ught to light a truth,. w)lich has prov~ 'l.«y .bitter to the Old Spaniard&, -.ely; 
that tile real atrenp of the COUDtry ~ed in the nattres. At the lUBe time, 
there. aroee ~een th~ ~ spirit 9f .hatred and enmity so vi~ aa. tp be ~ . 
. c:oncileable. The Vic:~~, .. w~. owecl .- safety to the h,y~ of the na~e 
troops, took care _to Batter; their patriOtism, by conFwJat:Uai d}eln on their· at• · 

Jm:o~ledged superiority OV«P' t~eir, enemies ; thus following the maxim 9f djvidi"f 
-~ order 11 rule, he added fuel to a .fire which ~ ~ already kindled to an in
extinguishable degree. . . . . 
· · . While the Europeans of. the colony, ):)y their inlprudept mea,u,es, were daily 
giving fresh ~rives for. ditgw»t. iQ the u~es, and temptations to 4«rtise means foe . 
ete~~y avoidiiJg th~ ~:~PQ&. was-~ . more cautious in maDaging ·• 
~tricate intereLls of the c~loules, . ~d in preventing that frequ• colliai~ which · 
was detrimental to her own. The Central Junta wu recogailled 3IMl sworn· to iD 
Buenos Ayres with general enthusias~ ; aJJd ~ tint au ~ wlUch that body ~ 
~~ed its soyereignty,-~ ~ ~n.of a new Viceroy in lieu of Ij"-, wJao 
:was to he sent .UDder arrest to.Sp,ain. :The 4ispute betw.n the ·~les ·aDd me 
Europeans was deci4ed entirely in favour .of the laltf!l' ; the prisoos in wbich the 
insurgents had been seven months confined, were opened ; and,. in ord.er ·that no 
doubt should remain as to . the spirit of the decisions of the mt!ther-couotry, E1io 
was raised to an employ,. which gave him immediate authorky over the troops. 
Nevertheless, the natives manifested a fresh proof¢ their ready defereD~e to the 
will of their Trans-Atlantic: lords, and admitted, without repugnance, the VICei'Oy 
Cisneros, who arrived among them in the beginning of the month of. Aagust 
1809 ; but they resisted the promotion of Elio to the office of lnapector-geaeral; 
~d the commandants of the differel)t corps employed theit influence to proc~re ~· 
re~n. of the orders respecting the transportatioll of Uoien, which ~ ccm-
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U!J11ic4 llllt he .U dowecl to .go and<·rftide at· Cordova. · There this man of en~ ~ 
tiaptizlnmBftt·U.e.·l&sare·to Jamisifbia.8urpriae, for i~is impossible to asc:ribe to ·: 

--..... - NlldiDtaB to gi+e. up the ·c:OIIllllaad .to . his 8UCC$.m. It will, in 
tlle·-.aei, .appear,- tbat heWt-tbis .qulet .aayldm, for which be was indebted to 
die leu of tlae·Creo• for dle purpoee. of fighting against them. 

Tbe poetute of affairs, when Don Baltasar Hedalgo de Cisnel'08 took the com
~· ... by no DMaliB ~· ; on the· CQDtl'ar1, it presented the greatest dif
fiCMhiet that: •ever OCidned. liace tbe . tlbllquest.· ·ne peopld began to abandon 
tJMb t..bjteal ~·of ;a: gcwernMtot 'Whith waa elver'varying its form.:· their 
fi:irllltl -~; aDd· tbeit- :bold: defence, bad been passed over without reward ; 
da-J wmt ladeD db fresh:griermces·m wrious ways, :md ·they were· i!l a condi
tidn- eo-aM~ge=daemaelM · The codag of the chief• ~eti, for a Short time. the 
beat of the partiee, 1fbk:h-had been . eaJCitled . by me funn~ government : thia, 
~er, was· but aa ·appareet· traaqWUity, by which· the ·ine}»titude of ·Cisneros 
CXIIlld.lllOt proit.; it Wl81ike tbe extraorclinaty calm preceding a t~~ which a 
lkiiW pilot c:idl.,... &c-. but· from which the ignorant can antidpat~ nothiog. 
The. public dilconteat. waa lilgmented· by the ahwtt14· state of the treuUry, 
wh!ch called·for IDIDe «onomical.rebmstn·.me Jlliliwy establiahment ; a measure 
which could not fail of producing uaeaain_.. Eabarralaed in 80 many varioua 
•J'i, d.e VK*Oy a*acf. -the adYke of· men capable of informing him; one of 
Dim • wllo, by hilt taleDtl,. bis· a«mty, aad ~ papiotism, will occu.py a distiD. 
suiaW place in the bislory of America, made ·the· .. ~ eloquent and energetic 
rep~••••liDM & intoBr of·~ &ee trade with Engl$ad, as tbe sure~~: ~ of re. 
•rillg bappinese to ·the couatry, aud of improJing iiB finan-. 

.. The.eaftlelt complaiam M the EUI"'pttQ.Spaniards, exag~rated to SQCb a de. 
I* as to represent 4he coloay on the "'~ of a general ~olt, had ~used an un .. 
l!IMolutble alarJn to the ceatral government, apd had excited 80 mucll prejudice 
apiDit the nadvei, · tbat tbe molt rigofO'W and ~ravagant instructions were given 
to the. chief who.came to reatdle order. It ia not possible to con~ve more ~ .. 
DeiS, more arbitrary conduct, or more injustice,' than what was ctisplayed under 
tbat.sy.tem of. the nation which~ denominated popular. The Vteeroy, in~
fOJmity w hia· inltructicDs, began to app~d all the individuals who were ac .. 

. * Dr. Mariaao M.eno, wlaoee deceMe, ·ia the prime of life, while oa a fOyage tel Eoslaad as 
~owy f10111 the Juta of Bueao. Ayre1, clepri.ed bis c:quotry or oae of its brishtnt oraamente. 
Hia abilitict, u an orator and a s&a~aman, jpatl7 paecl him the appellation of the Burke of South 
~meriq. · 

· · YT 
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C!Otldted Mdpkiau&, and they-were·sent,· Withouc tayfohn of; frill~· ori6etttli81Jhat 
public allegadoafi· t() ell~: peninsu~ 1fbere. their eOliUJIOD iate a; .e ... 
eonmettt,or senice1n.tbe·1ants of.tfht8Dliea: ~reigllen WUtpenecutldaaa t!11fU11 
degree, althoogh many &f tbem· c~ proteciiOn oia ·tHe groUMl•.( .tbei~ ·:i&
public services, . fit oa that of bating lll8l'ried llld aettled iD die' .tenit~ wcbali-
detable time pterinus.. · · ·. ·. ·· 1 • 

-' The natur.ll:tetult,of:lJI•:this was, that the ~1 df:dlt·~e~-~:me 
thfo.a at the· fitat. shotk. . 'fie 1.gth at-May; ·•81oi;· .._tlwJday·-..tndl. put;to-.tM 
proof that old aystem whidt:had ttn~ kltlf·so·odjo.a ;. •e,i ...._ 'aGIIOu.blblil 

'been reteived of the state cL .t~ae.mocber..c:omtry~ ' ad.~- iif, die ..ADit:b 
1~, the 'provincee·that·had-made·Rioetadrm·~:JCdz WJII.·Iiilltw--
eurrenderoo; and the ·CeMral 'JUnt.vdts'f'eraedt·110t: oilly widi.ignoliliay;'· bat·..-
8\iepieione of treason. '!IJt • ·¢4~e, tW v.erdyimew.ilat·~ ._, .• 
fake; and his. perplexity \va& ·~ted'to cW.pao,.,·by •·pr«lamalian,,ia.wllilti 
he :eitpreased his C()Ilcem respecting rhe jwecariGDs ate « the ;eo..,.., ~ .6r 
&om qUieting their apprebensiofl~ t.rfe t~·moit ~~ pree& ef • o,.q ...._ 
and dejectioil. · :The, Otbfhto' ·saw'tl~ tlkia:My ·ofriln.,.ia1JIIr IMiillblihg· :l()~·46: 
ltieate on tbe-meaiuree t«·heliiakerifm p~meliiUIItitude Mm·.llrmlag..a 
~ 6£ dlemM!lvet~ tt. eef!H!Ltlifl ~,·for. tbe•eolabnulltioll. Of·wllicb. ·• 
tfle· fMuitaift; at· =authority was etowea,- thie· tWtitt. who~ h4tld ·it ~: escaYiall~ .. 
dakn • . It itl evidebt t11at, 'tcotdhtg :~ :etety. pri&Ciple.oflriglw;~o·~agfiaMil 
could no lbnget"~ fMir·lf\tnetbw, .od that,'-·· G:*ltJI.l. Jtiotat.le~: dil
solv~,· Cisneros.obad 110 mo~ 'tftle:t6 die NPrem• adrM6QmacioB o{i mese ptoMeet 
than the meanest citizen of -Buenos Ayres. 'So fat-~ tbil :ferment .,.,_. :ori~ 
atlng- in llby ·desire of independence whlth urlght be ·suppotett ·to·· alst . amoag ·the 
natim, tba~ oot: a thirig wa8 doile -witlk>1Jti!be:a.nt. ~· coricnlrren<ttrof:the:clllllf, 
'Wifh whoni ~lhlie ihdi~iduala ·bf. the {JabDdc!l~ ·me ·m~ ~f-'WhoM·_... .. ...._ 
~ Spanlatd&~ consuited~ and, ht ~o~tll'dtyi wlrh ~- cron'VGked t''co*kta• 
ttte· ttd of the :same· month, at' ~hldi '-he ·principal, inhaWtaate ·-=-ect~ in ~ 
pltance with a ·cltation made to that efrt.Ct~ · · 
··To the pr6teedingsofdiis day, the PravlaionalJdata of do.elfllhent•now·.lelg&

ing lti diose promees ·owes its origin '1 it was installed i legti~ely, · 3lld Ub4er' ·the 
best auspices, for restoring tranquillity to the people, and for withdrawing them 
&om that dangerous state mto·which they Might at every •• ·be thmwil' by the 
vicissitudes of the metropolis. Not a Single instance .of violence. can be found to 

have taken place duiing that momentous <:risis ; and the magistrates, under the old 
system, have had no reason to complain of any vexation, except t~at of being 
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"'FJIMted.'.in.-tMr.Ndi4RJ,:) ~y.~,~WMe.,. a -grea.t ~on~y 
- ~, .dlat ~~ ~Q~ J dt!lfiJ!'qy ·J~W.hi~fl .. the,~ of 4espq. 
"-*··~n.*lclnpc;bJilc~~-~~-, The·~oos of the 
••narits·ff91P the ·~polie.r~ to ~' ~ect ; ·d.l.ese·DJea ~uld n~t ~ 
~ to repfd • ·free D}., .. '~ :~o bad .b.~re ~ 8laves. ~te 
Video wa8 the first; tDflil1. ·~Web.~ ~\0. ,J~m:to. tl\~ ~-~ ,aheratio~ ; 
Nlcl.i.MJJrim.-tfinl.•t dl~ . ....,t ·D·.O~ wbi~ ·w~r, .. ~ _for, ~J!ing 
-~~Mty of ~,e9Ple ~ the~" ·tl}e ~pitlJJ, t09k ~ect fcp.- ·~ 
JiirM, :yet QQ.. -che arnv.l-Rf-J. fC*·.tt·a .s~ll$1 pwiod, ~~~ t~e ~ 
"-·9£:• ·eo~· td' ~, -~.wii- to·~~: t9 ·~~~Jltr9-
~t,·,Mtl:~• t.0 .iD&iet. tbat . .tbt .~ of tR~ V~y·was tbe o~y JD.G,IJI ~ 
P9i._.a~. · . _ . 
. De Govenuneat of ·BuiD08 ·4yxes, -.b~bew -aot,biag.t9{ ~ ·C~UQcil.Qf ~ 
.-zy. btit by· rtlpOrt, JlQt ha¥.iag ~ed 9flidal ~dles ·to accredit .its .exjsc. 
aoce. ad ·to juabfra• .usur:npaiea llf • riah• of ~vereipty, . ~ tt:a ~ 
._wledpSt· \&U4er· k-:ptletelet ·of ~eee Wonn~Hties ; or, at 1~, ..def<imd-do9M 
•• •til .dley c9Mkl. ~y ewq¥Aft &he title by whidl - . Cowlcil ,¥ 
pJMed ~-at • ·.Mad.m me·••• .-. ~ppladqg m~ c~ Junt;a. ,.., 
htdeal, .if:we:arelto:regud.·:tlle:matter widl .. ~~ k · ~ .~ .~ 
taYe,on·*-part of:dle.Jis GoY-tnt ·cagot k ~f :a~:A• ~ ~. 
•: aiter.bavittg.;adlli~;J.wo ; reipt ·itl.1he ... :of:two. ·y-~ they.~ 
l'lllberr~tamiat ·ieatilillg.a:tbirct, for otb~ :tbelte• ·JDilbt: ltillfe ~ daqger, 
dlat; after·bl.iDdly ~-., fint to .OU.e· and . theo · t~ .aiAOtber, ~ ·WO\ttd be 
ilriRD,.,Wagth:to .. ~.the dtiPts of beJth ·a~e. . · 
.·,::On ·ctbe·!- ~ . J¥ni,. :die -~ ·bdheld JU> .cl~ a_ p~t; J.i. 
aiend11d he.cled: the ·appeeitida wlaich :ns .to :cl-.oy.:cbtir projecle; ·b.ut of. .all 
tile .fOIIIile.daat~coulcL Ge..C<tlltete4 ·ia;.the ~-prOvinces. 9Idt two ·..U =~ 
-.e 61nl)ed,: ·aile :Uader the. eommaDd ·o~ dfat. chief, md··aQOther . in PotocP, UI1W 
lbe· orders of Mullaal ~· · Both were ctapletely :beaten by·a military.fo.-ce 
..melt the Jailta ofi Bwmoa ·Ay.tea dilpatchod ·against thaD, aad the 1eaden in tbia 
-.graceful ooBtat ior&ited their lite for their deh CDtetpriae. LiDiers, ·Cotach~ 
AQende, ·Roc!rpez, aild ·Morella, were ellltCllted io the ~ of c.-ota, IHB• 
aant.to a -formal aeptenoe·.arded apiDit dlem as COD&piators; and Nieto, ~ 
• Josef de Cordota, were put to death ia the priDcipal 1NfUBre of Potoai; :Mtb 
dle public ~lemnily ~in such cues. 

To the north, the province of Paraguay had adopted the example of Monte
VIdeo, and had also unit~ with the opposition, through the advice of Velaaco the 

y y !I 
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Jovemor: a force of ·five hundred men, 'UDder Geoetal'Belgrafto, ·waa .... by 
the Junta in the month·'of· October, 181o.; but thia interference m of: Hate •.;. 
cacy, and the inhabitants persisted, without adheriag to the new . IJIIelll, ..n 
the intrigues and imprudent measures of their own cbieCa obliged them to cbaoge 
their sentiments. The ParaguaJUIS seized V e1aac:o, aad lellt him • a ,...at ·to 

the people of Buenos Ayres, in order to regain their friendship; 
I am too much alive to 'the disasters of humanity, to enter into the details ~ 

the civil war and its attendant calamities, which ooadaue to a8lict these uabappy 
provinces ; aad it is horrible to reftect that, while ill Europe, the blood of . mea 
continues to be abed in torrents, America preaeBts the sad spectacle of inteadlte 
divisions, in which her citizens are destroying each othei through a cWFer.ace of 
opinion concerning their own rights. The peninsula of Spain -ia atNn widl tile 
bodies of her sons, who have sworn to die in avmging the wrongs of their King, 
md· in defending their liberty: these colofties, &om one extreqlity to the Qt~aer. 
are burning with .the most violent ardour, aad are disputing aqaaag. tbemaelfta Clll 

me g..eu . question, Wbo is the repreeeatative of llerdiQm&i ; and what .are .. 
prerogatiTes ·whieh belong ·to tbetn, aa part of . ., state l There, -tbe Frenc:la aN 

the1tgent8 of. ibjtiedce and deeolation·; -here delpocism, aeiUboeee, aad iponllr.e. 
are terldiilg to the· aame. enda. 8paDiard8, . if -you wish . tbat ProYidmce ibould. 
favour' ~ isiue of ,Our conteit With the Oppreaor of EUilOpe; if you willa . that 
the world should deem you capable of vin~ting your rigllla, aad 18CUriog tban; 
go not to: the illoftenalve plaiDs of ·tbe Rio de .J.a. Plata :to . ID'innin that oppn!lliaa 
which in 'your· own country' you -4leteat; -p~ge.not ~ \hat the ar&nttar.y 
power and the ryranqy of your, -kings, wbicll you y~ · ackiowledp, ·atiall 
prevail eternally: in America ; employ llOt' your strsagth. in .perp.u.iag .dloee 'flar. 
barOus 1aWs: whiCh · weie dictat~ in ·the! ages ·of duknela .11Dd violaaCeo & YOU&'I 
··the:amur•hi(h:gave to the·orown of Spiia .-tbt.tie imlkl.._ poriamDas, .Jet 
fl<k·-metr inhabitantS have to -repioach you a leCODd time with ha~iag .. IDBiaved. 
th8D • . ·. .And y®, Americans, c:ontemplate : the hiatory . of: IWions,. ud ~ 
leam ho'W ye bugbt. m OODduct yourselves ill ,the perilo .. crisis ia which ye lbDCL 
LOok on · tb08e: men, whom cllifereilce of opiDioo has alliEd 'JCI'l to repn1 .aa 
enecnies ; they are your own brethren, the-loa of whom wo\llcl be·aeaiibly felt in agri. 
culture, m arts, in :your _domestic ecoDOIDy: avOid .shedding. blood, which ba 
already begun to iltain -the pages of )'IOU history. I do DOt exhort you to rebellioa, 
but to be firm and wise in the assertion and establishment of your. righia. · 

'' . t .: 

:: . 
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(B.) Page uo. 

Buou I took leave of Bnzil, I was desirous of submitting to His Royal 
Highness some obeemationa relative to his &rm of Santa Cruz, in furtherance 
of the project I had the houour to propose to His Excellency the Conde 
de Linharee •, eighteen months before, for the better JDaDageii18Dt of that 
fine tract of land. Theae observatioos, of which I here present to the reader 
an abetraet, relate to two objecta ; firat, to the means of rendering the . farm a 
model of agricultural improvement for the planters of Brazil, aad next, to the 
improvements by which its ~da .from their superior quality aod tbeii COil• 

venient situation might serve, in part, to supply Rio de Janeiro with. ia· proo 
duttions, and might_ sustain a great number of ex.cellst cattle to be ·fattened 
for the· co111umption of that city. I anticipated the fate of these o~Da 
before I ~ them ; ·for practice is widely cWFereot. from theory, panicularly 
to those who were never for a . moment engaged in cODSi~ such aubjec~ 
and are certainly incapable · of comprehew:ling . them. . To· teach mea ·modem 
agriculture, who have _ ODly lived to study dre and parade, would be . aa 
useless taak ; for when principals are totally ignorant of wbat they . ~dertake 
or superintend, th~ will bave neith~ the power nor the inclinati~ to ·main-

.. rain it in credit, muCh less, bring it to perfection. 
Thus it ·is with Santa Cniz,. the punds of whidl are superlatively ~er 

than any I ever saw 1n Brazil,. and highly calculated for ~ental and 
plel'8l agriculture, having plains, ~' riv(ft, rivulets, aad varietiea of soil and 
climate. : 
: lnelostires . for the cattle, to a cooSid~le extent, abould be the first ot>ject of 
attention. Next, a quantity Of land, not less than 8c;>o or 1000 acres in sitU. 
ations · subject to irrigation, should be sown with ~cial graas, particUlarly 
those most congenial to it ; if this land were well maDaged, its produce might 
be cut at least four times a year. A peculiar mode of planting and of 
management would be necessary ; here the plough should be employed instead of 
.dle hoe, and other methods resulting from sound practice should be resorted to. 

• It is to· be oblerftd, that by the lawa o£ Portugal, oo penoo caa acldreea a letter or memo.:W 
of any kiDd to the Soyereigu J aU repre~ntationa mutt be made through the miolaten. . .. - . 
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As this would be a principal object, and would well reward the labour it occa
sioned, every po881Dle attention should be paid to it. Santa Cruz possesses in

. exhaustible strata of shell-lime, ap.4 various mapures in abundance. 
The quantity of land before-mentioned being inclosed and · planted, the next 

objedt should be ·to .elect .a proper· number of young con for milkiag, which 
might •be ·at..,._hlCI iD. proportion a8 more land waa brought UDder ··artificial 
pas; fi•e or m :hundred would be sufficiant i»r the commencemept. The 
maa8fi18Dl ·of .thea wooLS, i ·am aware, require more. than convn011 attention, 
atid in a·coacem .aD . so •!feat a seale, some miatakes and ·disappointments muSt 
necelarily occur& Their breed elioulcl be an object of peculiar ~ and the 
best of both ~ ahbuld be introduced; the pasture of the COWl Should be 
free fiolb f)amg: · mttle, bones ·or mW. ; 6ey should be treated with ~ 
aad. tllldariRBI, : iaod' lite ill the strictest quiet. 

ne meadows .iadosal . 'b their pasture would he very iosufficient in . time 
aE .aaarcity (<the dft seiiOnh. therefore the corrals or placea 'for milking~ the 
COIIriJ :8Juld be well mppied 11rith .grass, and to theee places 'they would 800Q 

be .a .. tdmecJ 10 tctmle, .to Ibe· mijbd and fed. But 8UCh practice will appear 
ridiboloua flO the .present .madagen, who tbiDk it is right that. cows should. be 
kept fodltem · hmba· tiD a rpen '!WithCNt food before ·the)' are miDr«<J which ia 
G8ralinly aaalogola r.to. the·tidla·of Sllaning them to make them fat. 

ilt .is .irrqdlitile rto •calculate;• qumtity Of milk, butter,. . or cheese, will
might be obtained from five or abt bandraf. •oowa, il8 ·dlat would depend Oil 

·may ~ idDouDIBtaiK:e&,·rDd 1l Vll'il$y of ·expaiments would be required, to 
laive ;at •ar.iy •<degree of . .m.,aq ; . 'but suppose the above number to give oofr 
6oolb. of blltts·-per~week; ;)n ·~ganc~ f;hey would pe lllor.e than double that 
quantity; and her~ it is imposs11>le to calculate what the difference would··be in a 
·quztity ai ;cowa. W m .artificial·grasses, aCcustomed tO lie regularly milked,·and 
Ufilted m a·maaaer so aoperior .to that now ~. The augmentation. pro. 
~·1muld ·euee~u.oy atateaimt I durst give; for.m· Yaifoils partaof BraZil, 
l ' liave .~ ·co\1ia ·even ·under :miaenb1e treatment yield from ·two to three 
·p~lbaa, aDd· ililtadees of dais .k:iod are not ~mman in Jhe, aeaaon ·of abundance, 
1a •gland, a OMW.in the:vieinity of .the metro~ may be eftimated to leave a 
profit of JoL. per·aunum.; ·in various partB of the country from 71. to 1ol., accord. 
ing to the locality. Here, although land and c:attle are dear, yet we find this 
produce cheaper than in any part of Brazil. · At Rio de Janeiro, good salt 
butter is worth from 31. 6d, to 4& per lb. ; and I have even known it to sell ~ 
nearly double that prite; therefore, it ia fair to suppose, th• good· fresh J>qttq 
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~ould aell for i• .lellt aa·· mbc:h~ Thu& iD -~ ... laad ·illd co .. are. of. 11ttle 
ulue, and their produce ia eD'aAgUtly dear. Is their milk not:&a goocl.u dlat 
of my ~ in Europe i Equally ilo. Doe. it not. yield as. mudl creaia l AI 
much apd as good. aa I ever witnessed .. any where. Then is the heas:. of the 
climate an obetacle? None, certaialy,· if propu coa.veuieDCea ware made •... The 
~ter in England is much more. UDfaY&urable for dairy opef&tioas . than· the .hot 
weather in SaDta Cruz. Then it may be said, they give bitt litde. milk. :..-it ia 
impce&ible' that they shobld give more under such treatmtat. _ But to .uab. thil 
an object of profit, an entirely contrary sy.stem must be adopted, . found.ed .cia 
rational priDciples ~ punue4 ~ ind111try, and not the oiilpring of. igDorance. 
i~ess and folly. Females ought alone to be employol. iii. fierJ thing. relarift 
ro the dairy and milking; at presen4 that and other .operati>Dt are ped'ormed:by 
the most. usefUl mea on the eatate. If good roads . were. ~ Bild a pr.Opa 
nuinber of carts and draught .cattle were provided.. ~tiv.ely. few iDeo. MNW 
~ required to till the laod, keep it in eultivadoa, tab w-e ·of the ~feed 
oxen, &c. · · 

The next object wo~tl J:W a proper building for .a. dairy., ·RP.lete· 'Witb.aU. die 
requisite uteqsils and. convesU.eDcei •, and uader the auperilltendance of a. penoa 
conversant with the business, whether in.the.farm of a ~ador or .a. JDi!iwt 
officer i~ is of little importance. If he know bis duty, he ~ught t~ be without 
cor&trol, and depeod upon his .credit in. whatever. telatei .to it.; if he ~ iporapt .of 
his duty, why plaCe him dlete? A courtier bas VefJ dUfereat views and 'habitf te 
a fanner, and no OM would· evei think of eatru~ the management of. a. farm 
~m~a~~~ · . 

I di4 not introduce the m~ of cheese .at Santa Cruz for reasona beat boon 
to my.elf. Thia branch of . rural· C11C0110Uly,· iJld that 'bef\we ~811, ue 
objects of imponance, if friiit alo~e be c~ered;; btit. they are arlll .. JDG)re aOi, 
u tepding tO give an eDlnple to the whole empire. How worthy it would be of 
the greameaa of the Sovereign to make his farm t~ school from . which hia lllb,. 
jects might learn new modes of agriculture, the place to which intelligent 8tl'lll8en 
from all . countries would be encouraged to resort, .and to amtn"bute uaeful iofur,. 
alation. Commvpicatimla might · be . opened· with the C~, Cey~ ladia., aa.1 
other parts of the world~ from ~hich th~ greatest beMJits w.ould resUlt to ~ 
aubjects as well u, to the state. 

· • For thil parpo~e a eentral · tituation .hould ~ ch01r11, where cdlan c:ou1d be formed of auf. 
fic:ient capacity, and e•ery practicable mcaDi ~ to obtain a circalatioa of air, ucl u mucb u 
pouible to caclude heat. 
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· . The nezt' GIJject Is the .fatteaing of cattle for Rio ~·Janeiro, ·a place Where ~ 
meat can acarcely be said to be known. Ozm of a certain age should be brought 
ftom the interior, and tied up in proper feeding~bouses,. as they would be l,iable, 
if tumed loose, to :get into the marshes and be l01t. Two or three hundred would 
be wftic:ieot to begin with : they migbt cost, when· broagbt .to ·Santa Cruz, four 
or five· milreis each, and would be fatteaed. in thfte· or fuur DlOilths, when they 
woUid·aeU for· eleven or twelve mi1reis each, m0re or·le-. They would require 
tirtificial food most comenient to the aoil and· climate, and a qaamity of laud UDder 
d1e beit cultivation, to mauuain them. Nay; I think the ftedilrg might be atendo 
ed, so as to sell two or three hundred menthly. It IIRIIt be undentood, that a 
variety of ibtda for feeding~houses are iudiapen•ble. A farm (like Santa Cruz) 
without cOilftmimces is a mere waste of land ; b store-bouses, and appropriate 
buildings of eveiy description, are equally neceaeary as a dwelling-house. In the 
poor hovels oec~ by the worthy tenants of Santa Cruz, not the least attmtion 
ha8 been paid to the erecci.on of barns or other out-houai5, for produce of every 
description ; indeed, I again repeat that they are miserable dwellings, hateful to 
those who occupy them for want of comfon. H, bj' 1ray of contrast, two neat 

, f.um-houees were to be built with every convenieoce, after the moat appro•ed Eng
lish plans, ha'fiug certain portions of land allotted to theni, with good roads, and 
water brought if necessary,. tbr the purpoae of irrigation, they would be perfectly 
adequate to pay a rent equal to' the interest of money laid out upon them ; and it 
is piobable the experiment ,.-ould be attended with the happiest consequences. 
Then would· His J,toyal Hig~ 1000 find his rich larids adomed with beautiful 
villas, ;uad the road from thence to Rio de Janeiro would be covered with Yehicles 
conduCdng their produce to that market. But liberality 10 Crurerent from the present 
tmrrOW principles which direct the management of that estate. cannot be apected 
from chose who ~ve all in their power to oppress the teDaDta inst~ of encourag. 
lng 'them. These UDhappy meD, wearied by such grievances, and seemg no pra&t 

pect of amelioration, are daily leamg the estate 1Dlder the cmviction that no 
change ean be for the worse ; and there is reason to fear that His Rojal Highnesa 
will iooJi find hia farm a desert. Tbe probable result will be, that he will be per. 
suaded to ~t to part 'With it ; aud thC! same disiagsuous pnctice8 will take 
place, ·which· wiested . from ihe Vsceroy the ooly two sugar-mills on the estate. 
This hint may possibly be given too late ; for I have reason to suppose, that the fate 
of Santa Cruz was decided before I left the country. If it is not too late, it may 
&tetVe to f~ the views of th01e who have· ever cov.eted this princely domam. 

9 

Digitized by Coogle 



(- 3~ ) 

-·~ . A.,.g .dae.a...objtGrsofllilplrin noara~~ l :ilay.eat~e.& ·tbe··pwth 
of hemp, fQr which eome ..- of •tkrieh-pWde .,. Santa,,Cniz are i 110-well··c:al! 
~·· -Tbia.,..,.t, ......... to :hot-du.atet; *•· ia cold .cowttri.ea, -is· pro
d.-1.-.only 4ariog·rth~~·hot - seaa•~ .. ,~ -1 aowecL ill my, gswle•bpe 
theJDOtt S.umillg:aptte~••Rftl, and,. in-a ·weeb-afw beiD§ aown, · was eigbceen 
~Oip;.- butit waa~y on:lered- to be ·m dowa·· OD ·my·Je.mog· .the 
eatalei•r ·&-• __..,.t *alM!titute for.thia l'lan4 1 may·memion tbe·:aloe, which 
pwalpOII'Meoaily·iD.srat~ aDd mabe·-•ery :good ·~ 1 FI'GIIl--ita 
6brds : IJ~l3de.eome· rwme, wlaida I am penaadecl;.miglat :haft been· manufactured · 
into.~ iad~:CID'III. · 
.. _There ia a pat ateat·of low laD&l, lor the- art~~er put. of. the year a coatinted 
~.ill·fa'Wdt:meay,_. c:Mtlleare daiiJ ~tad; .but;.:Uildar thtt•n..-. 
of.· a skilful: daiber, it migJit produce•• .ebnNI..-e.: oi fine grail&. The :large 
pllilla,;ao favourible·.co the growth-of ·:ric:e,:are.uaoalaiii'Med.'' nor:- ia:-caenpitlca.,.{ 
..Waery:empio,- to tat. .the~ -&e.•tbat.gnia;:tD. dean ·CXII"ee, ar to-prepur.~t 
madiota. A mukiJ:ude·oi peno~~~-are empio)led.-iu,. tbele oper8tioas; which ·are 
uuemely -ill conducted, aad ve-subjec:t to ffff!IrJ·spea• -~ · · 
. The.JiMg-gr.ouada~r hi1ls preeeot Jarse-tnct&fit .for·the growth of,.a--, .. GQt.e 

UJ81· IIWldioca,-.and 'other produce. . I .ha-we!Dot-mudaed:·~upon: JIU8V•· .bec:aulle,.,at 
pl8ll~.Santa Cruz baa DO ~Dila; the ..,_.Jantla fer tbe·.growth ·of tbat ··article 
were-sold, together with the mills; aame Jearttago.. ·. One of :tbeee, . atuted oa a 
ri• allad Taguai-. is at leaat .equal,: ifliot:aup.ior~ to my, ia die .whole atea& 
of.America.! It wu·.Ouik. by:an able :engineer on lhe most acieatific principlea, and 
baalbJO·aem Df1101lers·aoditWQ nagea-of bOilers. : The rollers are wocked by oae 
.u.pie<Uprisbt.tblft 1aafttl by .a horizaDtal 'iralleJ:,iwhee · . It. is a mOlt capacious 
bnidii~ not lesa·than:seventy yards long by about ·twenty..fi.¥e·wicle, with. a cliatil+ 
hoPel.~d; propet.clryillg-bouaea· at the:fiartler eDd •. This- establishmtDt, ·and·_the 
lands annexed to it, if \IIOI'ked to their. extetat~ are. capalHe of ·producing more tbaa 
a tlloaeand tona ·ainMDHy. · 
. The mdigo of this: country~ :U I. baYe before·o~ed, is DOt go~t; pi'ObablJ.I 
better kiQd lbigbt be .procured from seed. brought from India;. aud DO· place could 
be found so favCJWable fw. t~e aperiment as the royal f3rm. A large field is here 
open for the .introduction of cochineal, opium,. tobacco, &c.. which might be effeet.. 
ed without expence, and would probably yield some profit. 

The excellent strata of lime which are found on the estate, might be worked to 
great advantage, not only for the purposes of agriculture, but for building ; and 
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large quarititiei of it ~ght be aeiu: to Rio · cle :JaneirO.. ~ · btick-y&td and tan:. 
nery ~ · if well conducted, would yield coniideiable ptOftt. 
· At Santa Cruz, where it · might be expected that superiOr m3nagement would 
be found, there is haidly a single department which. would not" be better conduct
ed if left to the care of the negroes themselves. No provision is aiade in the time 
of abundance to meet the season' of scarcity. · Every thing is done withoUt:~ 
sight ; and so great ·is the ~eglect, ·that When His Rojal Higlmesa pays a villt· to 
die farm~ two or three hundred ·negroes are emplo)red In cutting grass "for the 
twenty or thirty mutes of Hi8 ·Royal Highness's equipage. · · Tbia c:alJs aloud fbr 

·.some ·mode of culture to prevent so grievous a misapplication of useful labour. • . 
. I may here toucli upoa mother· poiDt of: oo less · impottance than the manage
ment of the whole concern. · lt is cUicult 'to coace~Ye; wiry 'Wbatet-er relates : tO 
Mia Royal Highness, ShOuld be conducted·without pfofir; and··wltb 'the ·moat ·:nH

Ierable meanneis. 'The goOdneiS ··of· tile Prince: Ia acknowledged. by all his ~ 
· jects, and his desire to promote human bappineirs is ~ed only by-1ds ~ 

of mind. Yet among tho* wbd mailage Ids private ooncems, there 1a 1lll illacMn 
·and· a tyrannie31 ~ · with~t\ exampli This' establishment, 1thich ought 
to be gavenied as private. ptopertr;-suppc)rta a ti'aiD. of ·intmdants; tnajors, admi
nistrators, alms-aherUfs, secretaries; Clerks, r&erjeanis, qjrp<)rals, soldiers;· and mea~ 

. sengers without numt>er,' who'·giVJ it more .the appearance ol one of the obi·Oc!r~ 
' man principalitiis, ·than of'a rural ~- ; With all tliis Ostentation, there is llot 

. even a sliadow of 'tba~ : h'be~· which . 'ihbUld attend it. . The pKI teDaDt whO 

. eomea leagues: to pay. his rent, Wet ad fatigutid; is never; ill\'itt!d tb take. my fe.. 
fresh~nt ; . to the weary tru·eller no. aoor ·is open ; neither for . loYe nor moaey 
can· he proture a hoSpitable' slied,. and he is obligecl ·to seek aoaie tottage ·or :v.eod 

··that 'will aCiniiDister to his ·nece8ti& In ·&ct, thro~h the cOnduCt:· of Hl8 Ma. 
jeity•s 'servants,' the misery: of Santa Cruz has become pioverbial; and, ·Jib• a 

.. haunted house, it is detested and avoided by iall wlro bow it. · 
· · · Such is the preSent state of the royal farm, and such the coadact of thoae-who 

are appointed' to manage it; and, although an=Englishman of ·talents, as I am in
formed, llas been. placed there; yet. I venture to predict that he win leave it hi 
disguit, ·and will prefer to 'liye in any ·remote part, rather than submit te the 
vexations to which he will there be exposed •. 
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APPENDIX, (C.) 

. 1M ptge 26o Of tlUa work, I have stated, that it was my intention tc enquire 
ioto, ~d to mak~ &Ome obaervations on the pre&ellt regulations re~-ve to diamonds. 
~ ~1 gems baYe been found in such abundance in Brazil, as to supply 
aot.only -Euaope, bu~ .Asia; as those· of India were acar.ce,· and ·ftequendy with. 
heidi from ale, diamonds from Brazil were sent thither, and usurped their Dallie. 
~eq~ we are a&~ about to examine is, how far it would be consistent with 
the.iateftlt of the Poatugue.e ~ov~eilt, tQ permit the· searching for diamonds, _in 
the same way as for gold, under peculiar laws. The monopoly is ineWectual~ be. 
caoae the diamonds are found in so. many parts widely distant from each other, that 

. it is impoesa"ble t.o prevent the searching for them clandestinely. The att~pt to 
Pl'eflei'V$t glOWl• known to ccxvain tlu:le. pDS. by fonniDg a ~inento, · hai 
JNIIf«' prochtQCd. any good .eJFec:t ; aad it is by 1M? mea111 improbable, that the best 
bf theee (suppesed) presenred lands are ~y worked, therefore the soldiers~ 
guarding the. chest after·the ~has been taken away. ~ow many places might 

. '*-mentioned out of the district of Cerro do Frio, where troop1 of negroes daily 
· .work!: It· bas.~ stated, that Gov~t probably receive little more than. a 

moiety of the gems found at their ezpeoce ; if so, it is certainly time to abandon 
eo .bad • ~ .or change the system ~her. Is it the interest of Brazil :to 
tA=ep h~ 80D8 in continual torture, and fear respecting these precious gifts, ·whiCh 
• bouJtteoua hand of Prov~eace bas placed· there ? But this monopoly is in' a 

, Dir way to· d.eatroy itaelf, and Olust, of course, soon give way from necessity, :tor 
lbtre ~ llfX at this mo.meot purchaaers for the treasury diamonds ; they may re. 
main yt:Jr after year, ~til the interest outvalues the capital. How happens it, 
tbat diamonds, in the · hands ~f individuals, meet a ready sate l First, Beca~ 
they are better atones,. and are oB"ered: in quantities more conveqient for the pur. 
chasera : Secondly, They are frequently bought at _a less price than that paid ~y 
Government for thoee procured from their own establishments. If they were ~b. 
ject to pay a fifth~ Government would have such power as to enable them to com. 
mand the market ; and if they should become cheaper in Europe, the demand for 
them would become more general, thefefore their price would not be.lik.ely to fall in 
Brazil ; and, even if it did, is it not the blindest policy for the court to put such 
a yok~ round the neck of her excellent subjects, who venture thEir lives in track .. 
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less deserts · searching for mines, and exposing themselves to f!ff!rJ daager l WouLI 
it have been possible for Portup to tolonize Brazil if there bad been no gold miDa 
to attract adventurers? To deny men the treasures with which nature baa enriched 
the country, is to oppose one gr~t check tx:> its population ; for the example of one 

·adventUrer becoming rich, would be the means of inducing hundreds to follow 
biin. Uada -the pEe&ent eyatem~. tbereia ao great a atn~~J~le between the~~
tioa. ·of: becomirig.auddenly.·rieh,·and ·#te fear of·.~ ruined-bf cletec:doat .dJat 
w~ a maa. finds a diamond by ucident, he lmowa uot whether .to app.opriMe it, 
"or to summder it to .tbe .Goreauneni ; even ia-tbe latter. c:aae~·be bat iu1e ~ 
of rewanl,:antl nJIIII therisk·o£bein8' aocuaecl u a SIDUEfgler. ··~haw been 
kD09D ·of men :wbo ,have throwa away- tbexlia"'fJ!lda·daqAmyeaeaideatally-...m •, 
rather:thaa iavolv.e:tiemaelftl ill :JUip; •QidaeriiJy.•keeping:dJiern; O,.deiWII'illg'lhtm 
~ .Qo\Jemment. . . ! • . . . 

k . ba·:before·:beenr·ahewn; mat ·~.-mt: Ue•Jthe: ·grea~~~~t· ~·by • 
dianptda which ~ "dd: .claadesdnely; . and if-~ lftl'e allowed tp. trid8 
ill: them, lhe.·state WQ\Jkt UIN~teclly ~by it.. ·.For it • ~'mat a 
Bnzilian fanner.«~~ would ~i' ·ilece.aries,.. •uch as: iroa ~ doth• 
-ing; &C-' which &d.to bis:czomfort&, anc~: _corweliieacea· of. life,· to _..lelf of ideal 
ft.lue; ,.wbich·tin reality have·,come .m(G·.JUa. banda.·'JN'obabiJ' witho~t -diiicuky•or 
~· ThU. the peasaatry 'WOUld ·draw .valuable- produce· from other ~ 
in achange f~ wbJ.t, COlt ~em ·~mparativelr .uotbing.. and, bf •eari(bing! ~ 
selves.,· woald •gP1ent .~ me~Rttis: of :dle:'4tate: · . · 
.. lf.,.th& d.iamoads were made liable:to:.,p&y &11fiftfh. ather m. :kiDcl-oit .. ill ftlue,,.it 
•· f~Nbable .. tbaa ~ would ·bet~ ··'IDlugiliDg ; · IDd that. practic» might be · atill 
moie:i-~~' hy .~amethirig.like the .fOUowiDg-l"elf41ation: 8'I«'J person f8Jiag 
dia~Q•~abould be obliged to regilter.·da~m; .a~- to take oUt ~· cel"ttfitate au~ 
rising .him· to tdiapole -of them in whate'fer. III8DDer he thii1ka ·proper. . I•·woeht 
f:lirtaialy· aidrtO their iinpertaitce, to iDake·them ·subject to a small•du~ t. on :~ 
iag:lawfully· ttaruierred from the boyer-to tb~ &eller; by· which means they would 
COJQe Uito .immecliate .-circulation· and repreeent • real . property: ·thus, after yie14ing 
• pi!OfiC4 t• eacla. perscm: thrGugh. who.se ~· Lthey. pa~B(d,. they would. ftoally be 
Gponed·; tuid~ u long' a ·diaiaoads coaanued ail articJe. of adaction, oi'B8IIlelit, . . 

· * ForiPel'fy,· ;t aoy. cliamoocb wm: 'foaad ia a gald.-wathing. the owner "'.obUged 1o. ~~.&o. 
working it, and the ground wu appropriated by goYCmme~t • . Tbf• law: ian~~·~ lqnge! ~ -f~~ 
·· 't It ineuonable to auppoie, that few penon• would hasard the peulty inc:~rred by cfealiog ill 
cJiMaOiade~r, whee-,· b)' P.P.wa dtaty; · t&er coOicUring-tbetll'faid1 into c:in:ulatioo. · · 
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and· ~~, . Bruil .would. lay. undet tribute 1everJ rami! ihl·. tbe;Jcdtllbiect 
·world • 
. -.The: Dut4 were.artful.eoough :to ·poisoD the eara :of the miaiiters·:of Portugal 
against th~ proposal of making diamonds :a ftee: tlade •. ui U!liated . in · the· per.;, 
aec:.ations agaialt aho6e unfortunate sufferers who .were deb!ated iD.peas,.ing:them; 
but eureJy that narrow~minded and eelf-~efated policy is aow done· .away with.; 
nor would it be credited in modem history, that the Government of Brazill, fOr 
a .trivial,. pecuniaty ·profit, abould be the .. dupes of their on.:~.aiad · -. few 
~tereated. etrangers. . . 

· BrantiJ1s of'thl Rewnw. 

. . The following is a· BtateJneDt of the. VlrioU.. hraacbes ol the · reft.aue :.of Brazil, 
which is perhaps unequalled by that of any ocher country,c:nntisdng·Of-the ~ 
'population :-

. · 1. A fifth upon all the gold obtained in any and every part of BraZil.· 
IZ. A Cluty of fifteeD per cent• upon all ~ .. enterecl : ;at the CUstom. 

· house and imported, except wliat is imported· in PortUpeae.: dlipsj which paya 
something less. · 

3~ A small tax tipoa:ezports. · · · 
.,, 4- .Tythes. .or:ten:per ~t. Upoa the.produetloaofi•tbe land, 1. Tbla·tfluch- of 
revenue yields a large income to the state, to which ·.;;t.Jma..belonged~ the first 
senlemelit .of the coloay, 1fben··the·~-~' · bf cootAct·'Wkb-:hie llo. 

· linesa,. agr.eed to. pay: the salarie& of ~he ~;:.in ordeli.•toJaduceo -them· t9:- go to 

that remote and uncivt1izaf country. It is also claimed by the state·-iJi..mrue -Or 
the order of Christ, of which the monarchs of Portugal are grand-masters. It is 

·.portioned into. distinct districts, each of w~cb is either conn:ac~ed .. fc:>',: ~~ PO!: -~~ 
';at auction separately iri the treasury under sUch arrangeinents as to be allotted to 
those who have most interest. The. several renters collect it by ascertaining the 
bQmber of .negroes .upoa nery. esate. ~t pcae881'Jd iby ;~ :oo.e.keeper, and. 
-agree·to .receiye a ~terWn·rate per heacl.ihskad of mking·it~ed• ·. 'Ehe·am<Miia 
·for which the various .tylhe$ ar.e.eaW.it is.DOt,,eu.y to. cal~__, b.t 'il: muat.be-Tety 
,considsabJe • . 1 am ahDoet ce..-a~WJ the tytbei·of:~ ~·.able. were- aoLl 
lot hriL Gousaad po.qn4s pel' .amuuri b.~ .yean •. ~ .Ia.~ ancl:otbfr. ,~aee, 
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;where sup and cotton are taken in tythe, the .ainotint mUBt: be enorinou& The 
contractors derive great emoluments from these imposts ; in one of the smallest dis
tricts, Canta Gallo~ the population of whiCh is le8s than any other in proportion 
to its extent, . the· profits .were calculated to yield above· 6ooL per annum. 
· S• lndulgee.ces, ·which are disposed of under the same regulations Is the tythew, 
the co~tractor of dae ·district appointing agents iB every parish to· sell· them ·for 
him. . . . 

. . . 
. . ·6. A duty upon every thing that enters the mining district, which is paid on paSsing . 
the register of Matthias Barbosa, or on crossing the Paraiouna. This tu is about 
six shillings the arroba, or somewhat more than twopence per lb. for all commo
dities indiscriminately. New negroes pay ten mUreis each. Oxen going to Rio 
de Janeiro pay two milreis per head. · · · · · 
· A coDSiderable ·sum arises hili the tolls ·paid on passing the Various river.. 

Two milreis for .each.~ule, unless ~ cargo. . . 
A new tax of five reis per lb. has been imposed on all butcher's meat · sold. hi 

the principal towns. ' . · · · ·. . 
Spirituous liquors transported to .Rio de Janeiro pay teo dollars per pipe.· . 
A new ~ baa been .laid upon the rents of houses, whiCh is le9ied Yerf fa. 

vourably. . . 
The gold dust that was permitted to circulate in the mines baa beea called~iD, 

and paper.moaey peculiar to the diatrlc:t has hem iaaued, to the amount of a hun-
dred Jhov.sand pounds sterling,· · · · · · 
. A considerable sum has been produced by the saamplng of dollars; web were 
received at seven hundred and fifty reis, and re-issued, after bemg stamped, at 
pine hundr~.- · · . : . · 

J11I'UI rf.tiH Stati of Soeidf a~ng the Middling Clluses, ~l~ed in Mining and 
· .Agrieulturt. . 

. We ~ naturally led t(! .imagine, that; m a country where mines of gold aDd 
diamonds .are found,. the· riChes '.of the inhabitan~ must be immeaae, uuf their 
cPDditi011 moit. tllv.iable;. dae · PQrt\lgueM tbemsewe, who reside m the. ioiuing 
ctistric:te, eacob:rage ·tba .uppo.ition;. aud.wbS1eYet they gcHo Rio 'de Janeh;·do 
,not ~.to make~ poaaible ahew ~d .patade. But let \18 view them m'Ue·ctntre 
of their wealth ; and as a fair criterion of the middling claSses of society, let Ul 

select. a man possessing a property of fifty or sixty negroes, with dat111 of gold 
mines, and die· neces8ary utensils (or wotking them. The negroes alone are worth, 

9 
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•the low vallDedoaof. l.~~ ~. each, a.~~ ·e.q~ ~ ·~,~~~ .~~ t,,s.o~~·. ~; 
.the.,., and ut~_, tl;to~h of value, ~not_ be tak4m ~~~-~ ~co~t • .' Sup:. 
~ this ~ t9 ~ ~ried,_ ~~ ~o ~v~ •,. family : .. ~~at, ~ ~he· . state, of th~ 
domestic ~ ~-~~.::al way .of. ~e ? 1 ,May ~. ,be. atl()\V~ to. deserlJ;»e. ~em 
ia the ~_which ~. ~~e:s, ~thout ~ggera~.ri or_ ~~tion. 1 Their 
dwelling scarcely ~erits the. name of a ho~ ; it is the most. ~ched ~ovei ~ 
imaginatioo can deecribe~ consi.tuig of a few apartments built up to each o~ 
~O)lt .~ty ; .~he . yn)Js wicker-wo.-k, .filled up V!ith mud.; a ,ho~~ left for a 
frame.~es.as . a window, or ·a miserable door ~e~ qw purpose.· The cracks 
in the mud are rarely filled up ; and ~ very few inswl~e8 onlyhave I seen a ho~ 
.npaired. The iloora are of clay, moist in itself, and rendered · more disagreeable 
by the filth of ita . inhabitants, with whom the pigs ·not unf~ueudy dispute. tbe 
~of ~on. .. ~e ranchos, it is true, are built upon piles ; and under· 
neath are the. stables~ &c.; .these are certainly a little superior to the-former. 
They are built so from necessity, where the ground is Uneven or swampy ; but ·it 
may be easily conceived, that the disagr~re efFects produced by Want of· clean• 
liness, must in these instances be inc~ by the efBuvia from the animals und~ .. 
neath, which I have frequently found intolerable. . 

The furniture of the house is such as might be expected from the descriptioli 
.above.given;. The beds a~~ery coarse· cotton cases, filled with dry ·grass, or the 
.leaves of J:adim.com. Th~e are seldom more than two in a house; for the ser~ 
.vants generally sleep upoo mats, · or dljed hides laid on the floor. ·The furnitui.e 
;~sills of one or two chairs, a few stools and benches, one table, or per.haps 
two, a few coft"~01~. and a ·coffee-pot of silver ; a sijver drinking .cup, and, in 
.some instances, a silver wash•hand bason, whiCh, when stranger& are present, is 
banded round with great ostentation, and forms a striking con~ to the rest Of 
.the utensils. · 
·. ·. The general. diet of the family consiStS of the tlattle articles which have already 
been panicularized in treating of St. Paul'S. The only beverage is water ; and 
~tlUng .can ~ more frugal t~ the whole economy ,of the table. · So intent is the 
:owner in employing bis skv~ solely ln employments ~y lucrative, th'at the 
·garden, on which almost the entire subsistence of the family depends, is kept in 
the most miserable disorder. 

In the a,rticle of dress, . they do not appear more extra-vagant than in that ol 
. food. The children are generally naked ; the youths go without shoes, in an old 
jacket, and cotton trowsers ; the men in an old capote or mande wrapped 
around them, and wooden clogs, except when they go from home; and, on those 
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· ~iiiiM, .they appear•bral14heir·eplmdo111', ~formiag:aa·great a Collraat•-tO·t:Wr 
domestic ;attire;,.. rthe ~:giady : butterly· docia" to the•· chrysalis from: whiGh .it 
8pliag& ' . 

It 1 might. be--~ <-thjt ·howeVer ·peDur_iously the· :geaenl. oooCJei'DA· ·of ·tDe 
&mny weriF:comlacted;· at ·:least .. aome :degree .. of. atteati.oli iDd ~! would 
btrlbehtowed on-dle;dress: of the females;· for· the' test of ·civili.zatimnamoag.d 
'Daliansm·thel'egarcfpaid·to the fair eex, ·OD whoin:the happiness' of.1iomeatic:-lifa 
dependS.! Yet the geaeral poverty aDd mamnes8 of their attire ~-8adt, ·that ~tbeJ 
reluctandy !lppeat" babe any one, ·except the individuals of tbair •own: family.·· 
. ·In shart;- in all thOse departments -of domeStic eoondmy; which ·to tbe,"JJliddJe 

clalsaerof Gther civiized'uaticiDa are objects-of expeoice;· the Bnzilims.exercite:~ 
most rigid paraimmly~ At fuat, · I was · inctiaed :to attribute· thia diapoiitioa !to a 
lm!e d 'moneyi''whidt-·prompted· them• to avoid· all -mravagance; but, on d018 
ot.wmon; 1. waa idlflieed lJCj filld· = • o~ m ueCeslit:f. They: generallf 
nut a delllrioY.:tlnr ferank:tenbey· have eo pUI'Cbaae~ anc:1 10111etimee &d it diflt. 
cak!to ·naintain\.tflelr.~' ff they parehiiae·a mule, .it.i8 at one:or twoyfi":DDI' 
Cl"'!ditt :and; r of:coune~~ afdOUble ·its ordiuary ·p;ce; · · · 

In fuch a &DUly.as that above defcribed, th~ ~ns; as inigbt'be ~,.are 
br.ao_gbt1ip tn jdleaess;; .thqr:are ineiely taught to read .. and write;. r8.rely do they 
allelld to :the ·mtiningr clepaittmeat·J ·tlmy·leam ·no- vade, nor are they instructed 
in ·any- useful emplCJ)'IIieat l .' ·foi1 a :miner, perhaps au ensign• or, a: lieulenatat ·of 
~ ,iwoUfd thinl·.•it ~ abimee. ito -put ·.his .. rappreDtice ~ a mechanie. 
.Sappeee-;the· Qdler ·of thii family- .to: 'die··when :the 8ons . have just -~ttaiaea ·tbe ' 
age'.of pubeny •. They:· are oow .for :the first time obliged: to think of provid. 
ing·.for .. th~ftli'. Educited .:m· .poftrtT iDd pride, they ··have learned -to 
· tbiDk! all. octtipatioaa·.~ile;r -and· their own is -geaerally· s0 ; .pdar .. as· ·to _ be 
hateful to them. If they agree, not to divide the negroes, it generally-happeDB 
·that·they·:runi~.dfi,t;--and -coatia\ie in wretcliedriesa·; 'if tliey. .-di~e- :them, \ 
:eadl: taka~ hia c~ aDd, adventure&· fur himself, · .and ·in 'a ihdrh ·time, ~they 
··- :geoerilly oblipt to part'· with ·their slaves, and ·a:ise' in ~- Every 
·u&eful! p\tl'Wit 11Dd· ev.y· comfurt 'is neglected for !tile :ake Of ~ bidclea 
~ea wbicb very·.rar.ely· are .found; ·and .wbich wbm· ·fouild ·.are aa.rarely 
employed to advantage,· but rather se"e to increaae-~: tho : idlebees . of . dae 

.• owo.ei:B.: . . . . . . . 

F~:Very r.·ofdaeaume.ou. dats·of miners ftom which the· above·inataa£e 
ie·:aeleeted·· ere riah, · ~··aie ·even -comfortable; how wretlchacLthen. maar_~ 

Digitized byGoogle 



( S61 ) 

the State of those who possess only eight or ten negroes, or whose property 
does DOt exceed three· or four hundred pounds. 

Thus situated . in one of the finest climates in the world, with rich lands fuU 
oE the finest timber, ·abounding in rivulets and water-falls in every direction, 
containing, besides precious minerals, iron· ores, and almOst: every . other useful 
product, the inhabitants of Brazil, though secured from absolute want, remain in 
ipdjgence~ It is true, ~e miner procures his gold by great labour, but this need. 
aot preclude him from improving· his domestic condition. Were his hovel con
Yerted. into a house, his slave& better. fed and lodged, and his family better prcJrided 
for, his whole afFairs would receive_ a ·new impulse, and every part of his property 
would become doubly productive.· 

. NegrHs nnplfJ!td as Mtssmprs. 

One deseription of ·men whom I have omitted to mention before, are negroes 
employed as messenger& by the nrious chiefs in the Capitania ·of Minas Genes. 
The men selected for this employment are the most trusty and able-bodied that 
can be found. Their letters are locked up in a Ieathem bag, which they buckle 
round tbeni, and never ·take off until . they deliver its contents. They carry a 
a gun and ammunition with them to defend themselves, as well as to provide them
Selves with food. Wherever they' IWt, they. are sure of a kind and friendly r«ep.. 
tion, for nothing can exceed the cordiality with which the negroes welcome each 
other. These ·men are trusted on very important missions, and are dispatched to 
every part of the Capitania. on urgent occasions, some of them have performed 
journeys with astonishing celerity. I was most credibly informed, that one of 
them had been known to travel seven hundred miles on a mountainous ro&d in 
sixteen days, though · that distance usually occupies twenty or ·twenty-one days •. 
The men are gene{ally tall, and of spare habit ; they are accustomed to light food 
and long abstinence. 

Dislllles· f*ti/Jar to tiH C'"""1· 

Of diseases I did not hear of any that were contagious, except Psora, which 
eometimes prevails among the lowe..:' orders, who rarely. use any remedy against it, 
JJor will they hear of sulphur, as they believe it te be fata). .Colds, attended. with 
fever, are the most general complaints ; but consumptions are rarely heard of. 
Among the mine~ I saw no symptoms of elephantiasis, though that disease is so 

$A 
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comm011 in many other parta of Brazil, p~culady an the e&.cout. The sciatim 
which afBicts ·travellers after long jPumeys on mules, is attnOuted by the pecaple o£ 
the . coUDtry to the .bodily; beat of those animals, which is much greater thaD. . that 
of h~ and .communicatea to the loias of the rider, occasioning almost :cODStaDt 
excruciating paiD, which .f~tly becomes chronic, and sometimes incwabie. 
Bcing, on my return from the diamond district, much tonnented with this ·COIJloO 

plaint, I was naturally led to make inquiries on tbe subject, and was informed,. 
that a person in the house where I then resided, had .returned from a 1oDg jo~
in the ..same predicameac, aDd was about to undergo the mode of cure commanly 
practised in the country. I wu desirous of inquiring the nature of it; and begged 
to be introduced to him. On conversing with him, I fou,nd that IUs symptoms 
were similar to mine ; he complained of great pain in the os sacrum, and down 
the left thigh to th~ knee, which a11licted him most when in bed, where he could 
not bear to lie in any posture for half an hour together, but was obliged to rise 
and wait uptil the warmth occasioned by the . bed was .abated, when he lay. doJND 
~· . 11lP.s .he .could g~ no sleep night ~r day. On 8$kieg if he. bad. tried aq.y. 
ex~ application as a stimulus, he ~lied. . that neilh« that nor any . other 
remec;ly was of t~J,e smallest av.ail, except the one peculiar to the country. The 
operation~ as follows :-The patient lay down on a beoch with his back upot 
wards, and.a.youth, twelve or fourteen years 'of age, knelt upon his loias, aad 
continued to trample them (as it were) with IUs knees for about the SJW:e of half 
an hour, apparently reducing the mUKles almost to a jelly. In a few hours after .. 
wards, the part ~ame highly discoloured, and had the appearance of being very 
mu~h bruised. If one operation had not the desired eiFect, another, and. even a 
third, wqu.ld be had reeourse to. It must be confessed, that this .remedy; io 
removiDg one evil, occasions another ; but the advantage is, that the latter is of 
short duration, whereas the former endures sometimes for life, and gives continual . 
amiction. In some cases it has been applied with succesa, but, in others, it haJ 
entirely failed. 

On the Us1 of Mercury in tiN Mini,.g Dlpartmmt. 

The Government of Brazil would find it highly to their interest to promote the 
use of mercury in the gold district. The process of amalgau1ation is so. simple; 
that there would be no clliliculty in introducing it generally among the miners ;
and it would save much time and labour in the last operation of washing, or what 
is ailed purifying. It is possible, also; that by the application of muriate of soda, 
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~ aiiYer might be acmereil in mtilllOIIial mea, aliO ill pyrites which ·accOm!>' 
panies gold. · 

Perhaps it may not be improper, in tbis:place, to describe the method pursUed 
in wm:king the silver mines •'llhe coast-of Chili;vihich may be estimated to produce 
about a million ef dollare annually. Sotlae .of these 1lliDea are full fifty yards deep ; 
and we are told of one nearly '18 may .fat~Da. h is .probable that they are saftk 
yen the vein; and they are .eo ill aecured,-that they·fitectuently fill, ·and bury 
dte~e within them. The ore, a &blphuret of sil•er with . .antimmy, lead, and 
bleode, is brought up on the · tibcnilden .of · wretched Indians, who -descend and 
aecead by' insecure pdlta with notches . cu~ in them. They are total strangers ·to 
dleoperadcus -of boring and ·bl•ting, ~ use OGly milerable hammers and wedges. 
The gang with the ore i$, in some places, reduced by meaas of a large stone; itt
constructed, not unlike a bark-mill ; in others, it is reduced by hand, and, when 
sufficiently fine, it is washed by several operations in a slovenly manner, until the 
metallic part alone remains, which is not unlike lead ore dust in appearance. This 
is formed into small heaps, perhaps about toolb. in weight, to each of which ate 
added about ~o or ~ 5 lb. of muriate of soda. This is triturated and worked both 
by hands and feet for three or four days. When the soda is judged to be suffi
ciently incorporated with the metal, mercury is used in the proportion of five to 
ten per cent., and is triturated until it loses its globular form ; to prove which, a 
small bit is rubbed upon a hom, or upon the thumb-nail, and if any globules 
appear, however minute, the trituration is continued until they totally disappear •. 
To this mixture the workmen frequently add filth, rags, &c. place crosses upon 
the heaps, and use many ridiculous ceremonies dictated by folly and a belief in 
necromancy. At length the mercury unites itself to· the silver, and forms with it 
a paste-like mass, separating itself from the remainder, which is thrown away. 

• This mass is put into goat-skins, and, by twisting and squeezing, a great part of 
the mercury passes through. The remainder ia sublimed by heat, and is condensed 
with more or less loss, according to the mode applied, and the skill of the operator. 
The little gold which is procured in some of the mines on this· coast undergoes a 
similar process ; afterwards, the remainder is melted and assayed. 

In this part of Chili, the state of society is wretched ; gambling is a general 
vice, and murder is scarcely deemed a crime. The greatest depredations are com
mitted with impunity, nor do the crosses placed on the heaps protect them from 

• It would be interesting to enquire, in what manner the ult ac:t• upon the ore containing Ulvc:r1 

for without it the mercury bu no eft'c:c:t. 
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plunderers ; so that, when a mine proves good, the hopea of the proprietor are 
often frustrated through the poverty and envy of his neighbours. · 

The copper mines of Guasco, Copiapo, and Coquimbo, are wretchedly worked, 
nor would it perhaps be safe to introduce other method& The copper is smelted 
in a hearth with bellows and wood ; and if, wh~ it is run into cakes, it has the 
appearance of copper, they do not smelt it again, but if it is so covered and inter· 
mixed with elag, as not to be known, it is broken up and undergoes a second 
smelting, when not unfrequendy slag is placed so as to be in the centre. These, 
and other deceptions, have brought the trade into great discredit. The copper is 
sold from eight to eleven dollars per 1 04lb. It ia considered ~poor trade, though 
the Spaniards always think the Chilian copper, and even the timber which aervee 
for fuel, to be full of gold. 
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..EXPL-ANATION 1/ the Plllte. If C,.,nalt. IJj' DiafiOtld, T.-, tnlll Tourmalin~. 

Diamtmd. 

Fig. I.-Primitive crystal, a regular octaedron, from which all the other forma 
may be conceived to be derived. 

Fig. ~.-Octaedron with edges replaced by four faces, two and two making such 
obtuse angles at a a, as sometimes to be acarcely perceptible ; and then it passes 
into Fig. 3., when the faces become so broad as to meet in the point b, ~rming 
a three-sided pyramid on each face of the primitive crystal. 

F~g. +-When the angles at a a, Fig. ~., are decidedly marked, and the &ces 
meet! as at b, Fig. 3., a pyramid of six £aces is formed on each plane of the 
primitive crystaL 

Fig. 5.-If the edges of the primitive c~l be replaced by planes a a, an octo
dodecaedroo, or solid of twenty faces, will be formed. 

Fig. 6.-If the planes a a of Fig. 5· be conceived to meet, as at b, a rhomboidal 
dodecaedron will be formed. 

Fig. 7· and 8.-If the planes a a a of Fig. 6. be conceived tc;> be extended as in 
Fig. 7., or contracted as in Fig. 8., they may be considered as six-sided prisms, 
terminated by three-aided pyramids, in which the terminal planes are set alter
nately on the edges e, d, of the prism. 

Fig. 9.-Sometimes the faces a a a 'Of Fig. 6. are divided in the direction of the 
shorter diagonal, as shown in this figure. 

Fig. 1 o.-If the edges and the solid angles of the primitive crystal be replaced by 
planes, the crystal (Fig. 1 o.) will be produced ; and if the edges be very slightly 
and the angles very deeply truncated, a cube will be formed. This latter is 
one of the rarest forms of the diamond. 

Fig. u.-H Fig. 1. be conceived to be divided parallel to two of the opposite 
faces of the octaedron, and through the middle of the crystal, and C?ne of the 
segments be turned a sixth part round, the form, Fig. 11., will be produced. 

The dotted lines in the first six Figures, shew the position of the nucleus or pri
mitive crystal. 
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T.paz. 

YJg. I.-A right rhomboidal priam with angles of lt4• SSI and ss· 38'. 
Fig. s.-An eight-sided prism termiDated at each end by a four-aided pyramid. 
Fig. 3.-A similar priam terminated at each end by two broad and four smaller 

planes. 
-llig. 4J.-A '8hRilar priam termiDatecl at each ~d · by two bl'oacl aDd lite .smaller 

planes. 

'Tourmaline. 

Fig.- t•-The primhive crystal, an obtuse rlmmboicl. 
Ysg. 2.-A niae.sided prism, terinin.W at one end by six pima, aad at the other 

by three. 
Fig. 3.-Shews the lcMrer -entl· of Fag. ~. 
Fig. +--A nine-eidtd prilm terminated at each ead by u plana, the "broader and 
. narrower of which are ·eet alterately oa the edges and sides. 

Fig. S·-The lower end of Fig. + 
The ends A A ·of Figs. s. aad 4e are· the Ra!8 of the Yitreou 01' poeitive, llld B B 
of the resinous or negati~-electriaty, when the cryuJa are· gmtly heated. . 

THE END. 
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DIRECTIONS. 'fO THE · BINDER. 

YIIW of Negro~s wQ~hing for DiiPniNU at M11111lmtp. '" tiN Riwr 
Jigitonhonba in Cerr1 do Fr;., • • • . •. ·• . • . • • • to faoe tbe.1'1fW 

Yitw. of~ ,Gol4-washi1Jg at J/lr.llpa rt411r .St.PAI:t, · .. • • • • • · P.·7* 
Map of the .Author' .r Route, • • - .. • • • • • • - • • • pw 13·1 
Yiew of the Topaz Mint at Capon - - - • • • • • - - • .. p. •'3 
Yiew of the. Manner in which the Bed of the River Jigitonhonha is laid 

dry by an .Aqueduct in order to search for DimlwnJs,. • • • .. - p. 2;l 

M~~&hintry, - - - - - - - - • - .. .. .. - • - • - p. 276 

The ThreeJollowing at the End of the Ap~ : 

Crystals of Diamond, Toptn., and Tourmaline. 
Minerals collected by the .Author Juring his Tour. 
Shells. 

-------------" 
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MINERALOGY. 

TBE study of this useful science has been much retarded by the difticulty of 
obtaining a Collection, and the high prices generally asked for peculiar Specimens. 
With a view to obviate this, Mr. MA WE has been induced to form Portable Col,
lections, clasaed and · arranged, with a Catalogue, at Twelve Guineas ; larger 
Cabinets, coli.tai:aing two hundred and fifty Specimens, at Fifteen Guineas ; otbera, 
containing upwards of three hundred Varieties, Twenty Guineas. Collections, 
coDSiating of five bURdred larger ·and fine · Specimens (without Cabinet) Ylfty 
~uineu. 

.Any Specimens may be exchanged, if required ; and the Collection may be 
formed peculiarly rich 'in any given Class. 

. . 
Large, elegant and rare Minerals at reduced prices. Precious Stones, Min~ 

and Shells, purchased. 

A great Variety of elegant Vases formed and enriched after the .Antique. 

At No. 149, .Strtmd, Three Doors West from Sf1111n'sd-hous1. 
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